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will be permitted to do so once the line of questioning on an
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY item has been exhausted by other members of the Committee.

An indication to the Chair in advance from the member

Tuesday 24 June 1997 outside the Committee wishing to ask a question is necessary.
Questions must be based on lines of expenditure as
ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A revealed in the Estimates of Receipts and Payments, Printed
Paper No. 2. Reference may also be made to other budget
Chairman: documentation, including Program Estimates and Infor-
Mr M.K. Brindal mation, Capital Works Program, and Financial Statement.
Members must identify the page number of the financial
Members: paper to which their question relates. Questions not asked at
Mr K.A. Andrew the end of the day may be placed on the next sitting day’s
The Hon. Frank Blevins House of Assembly Notice Paper.
Mr K.O. Foley | remind the Minister that there is no formal facility for the
Ms A.K. Hurley tabling of documents before the Committee. However,
Mr I.P. Lewis documents can be supplied to the Chair for distribution to the
Mr I.H. Venning Committee. The incorporation of material lansardis
permitted on the same basis as applies in the House of
The Committee met at 11 a.m. Assembly, that is, that it is purely statistical and limited to

one page in length. All questions are to be directed to the
Minister through the Chair, not to the Minister's advisers.
The Minister may refer questions to his advisers for a
response if he so desires. | also advise that for the purposes
South Australian Research and Development Institute, of the Committee some freedom will be allowed for televi-

$8 533 000 sion coverage by allowing a short period of filming from the
) northern gallery of the Chamber. | declare the proposed
Witness: payment open for examination. Does the Minister wish to

The Hon. R.G. Kerin, Minister for Primary Industries and make an opening statement?
Minister Assisting for Regional Development and Small  The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Yes, Mr Chairman. | am pleased
Business. to present the 1997 Estimates for the South Australian
. ) Research and Development Institute (SARDI). Throughout
Departmental Advisers: last year SARDI continued to provide valuable research
Dr D.J. Plowman, Director, Research and Developmentg,n5ort to South Australia’s primary industries. A feature of

Mr R.K. Lewis, Chief Executive Officer. this activity is the collaboration with other research agencies
Mr M.G. Williams, Manager, Finance. such as the universities, CSIRO and the six cooperative
Mr J. Jefferson, Executive Officer. ] research centres. Together we provide a significant presence
Mr K. Stacey, Director, Corporate Services. in South Australia for our agricultural and aquaculture

industries and a collaboration which is built upon the
The CHAIRMAN: As all members would be aware, the Government's investment in recent years. P

Committee hearings are relatively informal and there is no | want to highlight some of the achievements which are
need for members to rise when they ask or answer questiong, i rewards for our primary producers. These include:
The Committee will determine the approximate time for . . .

upgrading of the Waite Research precinct, the most

consideration of proposed payments, to facilitate the change- . ) . -
over of departmental advisers. Changes to the composition _comprehenswe agricultural research and teaching precinct

of the Committee will be notified as they occur. Members " the southern hemisphere; . .

should ensure that they have provided the Chair with a creating the Pig and Poultry Production Institute (PPPI)
completed request to be discharged form. If the Minister On the Roseworthy campus, a major catalyst for the
undertakes to supply information at a later date, it must be in University creating a new Chair (Professorship) in animal

a form suitable for insertion itHansardand two copies nutrition to complement SARDI's activities; N
submitted no later than Friday 11 July to the Clerk of the: upgrading of the Minnipa Research Centre facilities,
House of Assembly. research personnel and programs for the assistance of the

| propose to allow the Minister and the lead speaker for ~Grains Research and Development Council (GRDC) and
the Opposition time to make opening statements, if desired, the University of Adelaide;
of about 10 minutes but no longer than 15 minutes. There will and support for the development and collocation of
be a flexible approach in relation to giving the call for the SARDI aquatic sciences staff to the Lincoln Marine
asking of questions, based on three questions per member, Science Centre at Port Lincoln to complement the
alternating sides. Members will also be allowed to a ask a activities of Flinders University and TAFE.
brief supplementary question to conclude a line of question- Importantly, SARDI continues to be a major contributor
ing, but | stress that supplementary questions will be théo regional research in South Australia which also means
exception rather than the rule; indeed, if the Minister answersaluable jobs for our country towns. A regional breakdown
the question fully there should be no need for a supplemershows that in rural South Australia SARDI employs 12 staff
tary question. in the Eyre Peninsula region, expending $900 000 on its

Subject to the convenience of the Committee, membergrograms in 1996-97; 12 staff in the South-East of South
outside the Committee who desire to ask questions on a linkustralia, expending $700 000; 51 staff in the northern
of questioning currently being undertaken by the Committeegricultural region, expending $3.2 million, including
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Turretfield and Roseworthy; and nine staff in the Riverlandfeed lotting industries expand, the intensive animal industries
expending $600 000. become more important and great importance is placed on
SARDI was established to better focus and manage thenilling quality. There is 130 000 hectares grown in South
State’s primary industries’ research activities. A key perform-Australia.
ance indicator for SARDI addressing this task is its success As to disease resistance in peas and beans, fungal diseases
in attracting external funds to supplement the State Goverrare a major limitation to the expansion of pulse crops in
ment investment. Again this year SARDI has excelled in thiereal rotations. The production of resistance to some of these
area. Since its creation in 1993 external funding levelsliseases has given an estimated return of $150 million and an
managed by SARDI have been: 1992-93, $7.13 millionex-post BCA of 103:1. An analysis of the performance of the
1993-94, $8.55 million; 1994-95, $9.63 million; 1995-96, lucerne improvement program between 1978 and 1994 has
$11.43 million; and, in 1996-97, $11.88 million. Projectedgiven benefits of nearly $200 million, with a BCA of 17:1.
figures for 1997-98 are not yet finalised but preliminaryDuring this time, the program has released varieties such as
estimates are again favourable with major successes in neSpringfield, Wakefield, Sheffield, Hunterfield, Sceptre and
grant funding from a number of the major funding organisa-Eureka.
tions including the GRDC, the South Australian Grains The BCA of the long-term trial to assess clones of
Industry Trust Fund and the Fisheries Research and Developalencia with an improved quality and yield has given a result
ment Corporation. This is to the credit of the professional anaf 29:1. The South Australian abalone fishery is one of the
dedicated staff of SARDI—their commitment has attractedbest-managed fisheries in Australia. SARDI, in conjunction
more funds to help South Australia’s primary producers. with the fishing industry, has undertaken research to provide
There have been many individual research successélse basis for management plans. The BCA for the total
derived from SARDI’s programs. Significant or noteworthy abalone research program undertaken over the past 15 years
successes include: gave a return of $300 million, with a BCA of 15:1. The
- the successful application to the Commonwealth Governbenefits arising from the South Australian potato variety
ment’s Cooperative Research Centre office to establishiaprovement program for the period 1982-95 gave a net
new CRC for molecular plant breeding on a joint venturepresent value of $8.6 million, with a BCA of 5.4:1.
with the University of Adelaide, Southern Cross Univer- | must comment on the management of the State’s
sity, Ag-Victoria and the Centre for International Maize fisheries, with the creation of the industry-based integrated
and Wheat Improvement in Mexico; Fisheries Management Committees. South Australia has been
the identification, development of diagnostic testing andn the forefront of fisheries consultation and management. All
implementation of an industry quality assurance progranthe major commercial and recreational fisheries, as well as
for the disease annual rye grass toxicity in the southerthe aquaculture industry, have established FMCs. It is most
Australian oat and hay export industry; pleasing to be able to report that the FMCs are effectively
the creation of the South Australian Diagnostic Centre aaddressing their responsibilities. This coupled with the
a joint venture with PISA Seed Services to provide arformalisation of the South Australian Research Advisory
integrated diagnostic service in cereal and horticulturd8oard (SAFRAB), which is part of a national network of
deceases and pests derived from SARDI developeBRABS, underpins the Government's ongoing commitments
research outcomes; to addressing its fisheries management objectives as outlined
the successful transfer of South Australia’s researcin section 20 of the Fisheries Act 1982, ensuring industry
technologies, approach and services to the United Arabonsultation in the management process, as well as providing
Emirates through a joint SAGRIC International, PISA andaccountability for the costs associated with the State’s
SARDI project to develop, design, program, structure andisheries compliance, research and management.
service specifications for a Biosaline Research Centre in The Government'’s policy in respect of the commercial
Dubai; fisheries is that licence holders contribute 100 per cent of the
the creation of the Field Crop Improvement Centre as &ost attributable to the direct management of their fisheries.
joint venture with the University of Adelaide to integrate This reflects the understanding that those who are the direct
the two organisations’ breeding, pathology, entomologybeneficiaries of the management contribute towards that
quality, biotechnology, evaluation, seed increase anthanagement. The process of determining costs of research,
commercialisation programs; management and compliance programs for 1997-98 involved
the creation of the Centre for Horticulture Crop Improve-PISA and SARDI addressing these issues, with each FMC
ment as a joint venture with the University of Adelaide and with industry representatives on numerous occasions over
and horticultural industry to integrate the organisationsfive months. Comprehensive costings were prepared and
breeding, biotechnology, pathology and evaluationmade available for scrutiny during these discussions.
programs; | express disappointment that some elements of the
and with SARDI being awarded the national leadership ofndustry have deliberately attempted to disrupt the process.
the Fisheries Research and Development Corporatiofihis resulted in undue stress and conflict throughout the
subprogram on aquaculture. process, but did little to achieve agreed outcomes. However,
The benefits of SARDI's research are reflected in thd am pleased that the Government has now completed
returns, research outcomes and technologies provided tbe 1997-98 fisheries licence setting fee process and Cabinet
industry. To assess this, SARDI commissions independemitas endorsed the outcomes. Whilst | remain committed to
benefit cost analyses or BCAs of its programs. The analysa®ost recovery, it is vital that the process not be hijacked or
have returned impressive cost ratios of the order of 10:1 upoliticised and that negotiations be less aggressive. It is
to 103:1. Specific examples of the very real benefits trandioped that future negotiations can be held in a more profes-
ferred to industry from SARDI’s programs highlighted by sional manner which will reflect the importance of the fishing
these analyses follow. In the oat breeding program, the BCAdustry and the management of the State’s valuable fisheries
gave areturn of 69:1. Oats are of increasing importance as tmesource. | will work towards this goal and ask industry to do
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likewise. In conclusion, to those industry funding organisadishery; and the blue crab and pilchard fisheries are 100 per
tions who invest in SARDI as their researcher | say thanlcent commercial. That gives the breakdown of how the

you. | am sure that every endeavour has been made to ensuattributable costs are determined. They are worked out on the
maximum value for your investment. To all at SARDI, | say percentage or relativity of the take between the two sectors
thank you for your dedication, professionalism and commitand, once we determine it, 100 per cent of the attributable

ment to primary industry research in South Australia. costs is allocated to the commercial sector.
The CHAIRMAN: linvite the member for Hart to make Mr FOLEY: | refer to page 462 of the Program Estimates
an opening statement. and the budget line mentioned in the previous question. | note

Mr FOLEY: 1do not wish to make an opening statement,that in the past few months the South-East rock lobster fishers
given that the Minister has made a lengthy and long-windethave expressed concerns about a possible increase of 20 per
statement praising the role of his Government in this area, butent in their licence fees. | also note that figures were
I will preface my questions with the following remarks. The received indicating that the increase in fees will mean an
Minister has given a glowing endorsement and has praisddcrease of $430 000, bringing the total from $1.9 million to
the role of SARDI. | would like to acknowledge that the $2.23 million. | know that in Western Australia research
creation of SARDI was a Labor Government initiative— finance of about $600 000 per year is spent on a 10 000 tonne
indeed, it was one of former Premier Lynn Arnold. Thisindustry. New Zealand has a total similar to South
Government is quick to criticise anything the former LaborAustralia’s, with a research bill of $600 000 on an industry
Government has done. It is nice to hear a Minister praise aof 2 500 tonnes. Will the Minister confirm whether the rock
initiative of the Labor Government. lobster fishers in the South-East have suffered an increase in

An honourable member interjecting: their fishing licence fees and, if so, by what amount?

Mr FOLEY: It's just nice to have a bit of balance. At The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | will ask Mr Lewis to handle the
least the Minister can be fair and praising in some of hisspecifics of your question. You are correct: over the past five
reflections on the former Government. or six weeks some opinion has been expressed about the

Mr Lewis interjecting: licence fee for the South-East rock lobster fishery. Much has

Mr FOLEY: |couldn’t answer that, because | just don’t been said about the increase between 1992-93 and the present
recall. | refer to page 462 of the Program Estimates. | notelay. Many changes have occurred in that time, including the
that one of the trends in this area is a move towards full coshove to full cost recovery, the introduction of fisheries
recovery from commercial fisheries, and this will increase thenanagement committees (FMCs) and an agreed research
involvement of industry in the content evaluation of researctprogram.
programs. | understand that the Government plans to make |think the main angst being felt in the South-East involves
industry compensate 95 per cent of all research costhe cost of the research program. Certainly, before the licence
delivered by SARDI. What are the increases to industry fofees were gazetted | entered into negotiations with the South
research costs, and is there a plan for industry to compensa@stralian Fishing Industry Council about concerns the
95 per cent of all research costs delivered by SARDI? fishers had put to me. | went back and certain changes were

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | will have the Chief Executive made, but some argument remains over the size of the
answer that question in some detail. However, one thingesearch project for last year. An agreement has been reached
needs to be understood from the outset: it will vary fromover last year’s costs whereby this year’s licence fees will be
fishery to fishery, depending on what is seen as theutinto atrustfund until last year’s research program is fully
community service obligation regarding the work done.  audited, to ensure that the fishers have been getting value for

Mr Lewis: The Government's policy is to recover 100 per money. We are working through that but, concerning the
cent of attributable costs on a fishery by fishery basis. Thenore specific part of the honourable member’s question about
two organisations—both SARDI and Primary Industriesactual increases, | will ask Mr Rob Lewis to respond.

South Australia—negotiate through the fisheries research Mr Lewis: The Minister has hit on the major element of
advisory boards (FRABS) on the need for fisheries researcthis area of discussion within the industry, that is, the
compliance and management. Discussions on the attributatdg@parent, in absolute terms, change in value from 1992 to the
costs also take into consideration the community servicpresent time. It is acknowledged that over that time a
obligation or public good research, compliance and managesignificant increase has occurred in revenues from the
ment. industry. The reason for that increase must be identified in

As a consequence, depending on the various sectors’ shatetail and it must be recognised that it is not a simple task of
of the harvest from each fishery, the attributable costsomparing the 1992 figure with a current figure because, as
proportions can vary. In the case of the prawn fishery, wherthe Minister indicated, many significant changes have taken
there is no appreciable recreational fishery, 100 per cent [@ace in the fishery. In earlier days the policy was to move
attributable to the commercial sector. In the case of the roctowards cost recovery, and at that point we were recovering
lobster industry, this year 95 per cent (which is the figure th@nly about 10 per cent, but a few years later the policy was
honourable member was talking about) was attributed to thehanged to move immediately towards 100 per cent cost
commercial sector and 5 per cent to the recreational sectaecovery, which change involved an increase in receipts.

In the case of the abalone fishery, the figures are 95 per cent As the Minister indicated, significant changes have
commercial, 5 per cent recreational and zero communitpccurred in management arrangements, including the
service obligations. In the inland waters fishery they areestablishment and funding of fisheries management commit-
40 per cent commercial, 40 per cent recreational and 20 péees. Negotiated research has also occurred which in some
cent community service obligations. In the case of the marineases has not been finally agreed to by some sectors of the
scale fishery, the benthic species, it is 50 per cent commerciaidustry. The honourable member made patrticular reference
and 50 per cent recreational. to rock lobster but, in general, we carried out reviews of the

As | mentioned earlier, the rock lobster fishery is 95 peresearch needs of the abalone, prawn and rock lobster
cent and 5 per cent; | have already spoken about the prawisheries. Independent experts were consulted and they made
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recommendations as to the required research needs and, as al'he centre will concentrate its efforts in five specific
result, research was identified and negotiated. Those revieygsogram areas: disease and pest resistance, quality, abiotic
have resulted in some increase in receipts in those areas. stress (environmental stressors such as nutritional deficien-

Mr FOLEY: | refer to page 462 of the Program Estimatescies and toxicities, heat and drought), technology transfer and
and the cuttlefish industry in the Upper Spencer Gulf. |education. The programs will provide benefits to industry in
understand that SARDI researchers have made recefite short term (improved diagnostic systems), short to
announcements of a rapidly developing cuttlefish industry irnedium term (molecular markers for resistance genes),
the Upper Spencer Gulf. | am advised that, since market@edium term (transgenic lines with novel resistance genes)
have been found for cuttlefish overseas, the catch hand in the long term (cloned resistance genes for host
increased from a few hundred kilos about three years ago ®athogen gene interactions).
an expected catch of 60 tonnes plus. What research has beenThe centre has an interim board chaired by Dr Tony
undertaken to determine catch numbers, and what effort h&sregson and is currently developing the centre and Common-
been taken to ensure the sustainability of stocks in thigealth agreements. Itis planned that the centre will become
obviously limited area? operational in July 1997. The interim board will then assume

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | will ask the Chief Executive to full board responsibility for the CRC. The CRC will expend
respond. in excess of $15 million in funds and/or ‘kind’ on its research

Mr Lewis: As the honourable member has indicated, inand education programs over its planned seven year life. The

recent times a very significant increase in effort has occurre e?Jeo a:I%Llr:gorgitagheréici:mww()sgr;%ﬁ:lO\pé)tr;z n'?:?g?garlr:lain
in relation to the cuttlefish industry in South Australia. This. b 9 P prog

increased effort is probably a result of opportunistic goo nﬁg;n?;logzlxaﬁggngfe gtlxguﬁlﬂgl mr(;rceti crcanﬁ(c)jncsc%iuﬁeltrzelt
spawning in some earlier period. No specific detaile ging g P .

research program on cuttlefish is available, because it is illdo this by ensuring rapid uptake of new biotechnologies

species that is fished ooportunistically. However. data ii?fto breeding programs and thereby decrease the time taken
p Pp Y- ) Yo release new varieties. By basing the headquarters of the

collected on all fish species captured in South Australi RC in South Australia we recognise the importance of the
ter:/rgrl;lgg otrrrllincear‘::(izgl ez)rgl;f{grrt t:)eﬁjrzgz.rtgllz ?Or%?ggggegtnozrain industry to this State and the high level of international
monthly basis, full details of their catch, namely, where ,it wa ecognition the research team has. The CRC wil Serve as a
caught and wi1at effort was used in cétching if Socus for the next generation of plant breeders. Strong links
" . ' have also been established with the research groups at
In addition, we have carried out and reported on a numbgtjorsham. Melbourne, Hamilton, Lismore and Perth.
of general recreational surveys around South Australia which  1he centre will provide researchers in South Australia and
addresses the catches of all species by recreational SeCtQ'?ﬁoughout the country with the necessary training, skills and
including cuttlefish.This data forms part of our annual stoc_ktoms to exploit fully the techniques of molecular plant
assessments which include the accepted and approprigig,rovement and will help create high quality products for
assessments of growth, mortality and yield estimates of agomestic and international markets. | am sure that the
species and which forms part of the management advice. Tha{emper for Custance understands the importance of the CRC
is the sum of our current cuttlefish research. in the next 20 years in South Australia as far as grain and
Mr VENNING: | note that the question asked by the pasture production is concerned.
member for Hart was asked in this place about four or five Mr VENNING: | refer to page 458 of the Program
years ago by the member for Goyder. At that time we werestimates. One of the significant achievements reported for
in Opposition and the then Government laughed at th@996-97 was the gaining of substantial additional funding
question. | refer to page 458 of the Program Estimates and fgom the Grains Research and Development Corporation
crop research and development. | note that one of thegGRDC) for the upgrading of the Minnipa Research Centre.

significant achievements reported for 1996-97 was thejow much funding has been sourced from the GRDC and on
success in gaining a substantial increase of external fundinghat will this money be spent?

for a new CRC (Cooperative Research Centre) in molecular The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Once again, the honourable
plant breeding at the Waite campus. Will the Minister expantmember will see the benefit that will come out of this. We
on exaptly what this CRC will do and why it is noted as suchappreciate the support of the GRDC for this project. The
an achievement? Minnipa Research Centre will receive an extra $1.3 million
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: As | mentioned in my opening from the Grains Research and Development Institute to
comments, in December last year the Commonwealtstrengthen the research capacity. In addition, the State
announced the establishment of the CRC for molecular plarfovernment is providing $500 000 and the University of
breeding at the Waite campus. The centre will develop test&delaide another $100 000. The initiative was led by SARDI
and implement effective strategies for cereal and pasturand developed through collaboration at Commonwealth, State
grass breeding programs using the new technologies @fnd local government levels to improve the profitability of
molecular biology. The techniques of genetic engineering andonservation farming systems in these areas. Adoption of
molecular markers provide the most sophisticated toolsonservation farming systems in low rainfall areas of South-
currently available for genetic analysis and manipulation oEast Australia is very low; some estimates put it at even
crop plants. Core joint venture agencies participating in théelow 1 per cent. That is in contrast to the relatively success-
centre include the University of Adelaide, Agriculture ful and higher adoption in higher rainfall areas and suggests
Victoria, SARDI, the Southern Cross University and thethat current packages of farming systems do not work in low
International Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre. Someainfall areas.
of the supporting agencies include the GRDC, Flinders It was unlikely that there would be any significant
University, the Dairy Research and Development Corporatioadvancement of farming systems in these areas without the
and the Australian Barley Board. development of innovative management practices, and this
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initiative was developed to address this issue and increaderecast to jump by six million tonnes by the year 2005. So,
adoption of improved farming systems in our Malleethe total Asian import market requirement for wheat alone is
environments. Eyre Peninsula contributes significantly tdorecast to be 16 million tonnes by the year 2000, which is
South Australia’s economy. The Minnipa Research Centre isquivalent to the total average annual Australian production
an integral part of Eyre Peninsula’s field crop industry, whichof wheat.

produces about 45 per cent of South Australia’s wheat crop China’s demand for malting barley from South Australia
and 25 per cent of the State’s barley crop. The initiative willis also highly favourable. As Chinese beer production
provide $900 000 for the necessary upgrading of infrastruceontinues to increase to meet local demand, beer production
ture at Minnipa and $1 million for funding of additional in China has increased from 10 billion hectalitres in 1980 to
personnel and operating moneys over five years for the ne@0 billion in 1995—a factor of nine over 15 years. The key
research projects. The expenditure on upgrading the researfettor in meeting this increasing market demand is to develop
capability of the centre is being overseen by a steeringmproved cereal and pulse varieties, which enable high and
committee with representation from industry, SARDI, PISA,sustainable on-farm productivity and which meet increasingly
the university, the Lower Eyre Peninsula Regional Developstringent market quality product specifications. Whilst the
ment Board and the GRDC. traditional bulk commaodity markets for wheat will remain the

Mr VENNING: The increase in funding by the GRDC is Middle East, new markets in Asia are seeking particular
welcomed by the industry. For what reason do we see tharains, with specific quality attributes for a range of products
increase? Is it because of increasing need or is it a recognitisuch as Udon noodles, yellow alkaline noodles, instant
of SARDI’s supremacy in this work in Australia, or both? noodles and steam buns.

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: There are several factors. First,the ~ Farmers will increasingly be required to produce grain of
GRDC made very clear that it wanted to see a commitmergpecified quality for particular markets and end products.
from SARDI, PISA and the State Government to the MinnipaMajor programs undertaken by SARDI in supporting these
Research Centre. Also, it delivers on the realisation that, aievelopments are the cereal and pulse breeding programs, the
all the levies paid over time, there has been a bit of a feelingrop pathology unit and the grains quality laboratory.
from Eyre Peninsula and from low rainfall areas that perhapSARDI’s quality laboratory, complemented by the University
they could do a little better in respect of where the industryof Adelaide’s malting quality barley laboratory, supports the
funding was going. It is an important acknowledgment of themarket driven breeding programs through monitoring quality
contribution that the grain growers in lower rainfall areascharacteristics of the varieties developed.
have made, and the GRDC identifying that it could leverage Ms HURLEY: My first question relates to page 459 of
that money well by financing this project at Minnipa. the Program Estimates, ‘Pastures and sustainable resources

Mr VENNING: On page 458 of the Program Estimates,research and development’. There has been a reduction in
the text under ‘Issues/trends’ within the SARDI crop researctexternal industry funds in this area, and the Government is
and development documentation highlights that one of thattempting to secure adequate and more diverse external
key trends likely to continue for the medium term is thefunding for pasture research programs. To this extent, | take
buoyant grain trade, based not only on traditional markets but, a pasture leader is to be appointed. Will the Minister
also on rapidly growing Asian economies. Will the Minister explain the role of the pasture leader and what salary this
comment on the significance of the Asian region to the Soutberson will be paid?

Australian grain industry, particularly on the types of grains The Hon. R.G. Kerin: The change in funding from
that are being increasingly sought by these markets, anddustry for that program results from a change of direction
relevant activities by SARDI in supporting this area?within the International Wool Secretariat as to its priorities.
Hopefully, too, we will grow the grain. For the more specific details | hand over to Dr Plowman.

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Yes, | suppose growing the grain Dr Plowman: At present SARDI has a number of separate
depends on rain, which in some areas, including the membg@rogram groups in the pastures area, and the aim is to bring
for Custance’s farm, has been really scarce. It is interestinthose together with a common pasture leader. The purpose of
that grains such as milling wheat have now overtaken rice abat leader will be to give a higher profile to the pastures
the dominant food grain in the developing world. The Southgroup, particularly to develop closer contacts with the
Australian grain industry makes a major contribution to thefunding organisations and with the farming community. The
South Australian economy; in fact, more than the meatsalary is yet to be determined but will be in the range of
livestock and wool industries combined. It is certainly of PSO4, PSO5.
great importance. The industry is heavily dependent on The CHAIRMAN: The member for Napier will address
international trade, exporting around 80 per cent of our wheadter comments through the Chair and will not ignore the Chair
and 75 per cent of our barley production. The grains industryvhen the Chair tells her to address her comments through the
contributes an average 18 per cent of the total value oEhair.
exports from South Australia, an average 3.6 million tonnes Ms HURLEY: My apologies, Sir. Will the position be
worth $650 million per annum to this State. funded as a departmental position or through private indus-

Last year the industry generated over $1 billion for Souttry?

Australia. Some of the key competitive factors for the South Dr Plowman: The position will be funded by a re-
Australian grain industry are: closeness to the Asian marketsillocation of resources within the Government component,
the low cost production systems that we practise here; lowut we hope that it will give great effect to the program,
freight costs, due to the closeness of ports (the fact that owesulting in much greater funding from both the commercial
industry is very much in the coastal areas); and a major drivesector and from industry through the research and develop-
at the moment is that feed grain imports into China arement corporations.

forecast to jump from 2.2 million tonnes to 12 milliontonnes  Ms HURLEY: | now turn to page 461 of the Program
by the year 2005. Also, the combined feed grain imports t&Estimates, ‘Horticultural Research and Development'. In
Indonesia, Malaysia, South Korea, Taiwan and Thailand ar&997-98 one of the results sought is an expansion of research
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and development activities into higher priority areas fundedvhat we call ex-post benefit cost analyses. It is quite a
by industry. Will the Minister explain what areas are detailed, well documented, interactive, consultative process
considered higher priority areas and how these particularsing national, State and regional priority setting mechanisms
areas are categorised? which are established to ensure that we integrate through all

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Through SARDI there is a detailed sectors of the industry.
priority setting process in which this will be picked up. I will Mr ANDREW: | refer the Minister to the Program Esti-
ask Dr Don Plowman to give the details. mates, page 461, ‘Horticultural Research and Development'.

Dr Plowman: Broadly, the redirection of the program That line indicates that outcomes listed under the 1996-97
went into a greater emphasis on post harvest research—antjectives particularly highlight the Centre for Horticultural
we have seen the results of that with the increased exports ahd Crop Improvement being launched at the Plant and
citrus into the United States—and also into support to anjResearch Centre on 11 December last year. How has the
horticultural industry looking to export. Additional effort also collocation of SARDI with the University of Adelaide at the
went into some of the sustainable management progranWaite research precinct benefited the State’s horticultural
within viticulture. industries to date?

Ms HURLEY: A point of clarification, are they the only The Hon. R.G. Kerin: We are talking about the horticul-
two areas that are classified as higher priority and, if so, howural industries, but all primary industries have benefited
were they decided upon? greatly by the level of cooperation at the Waite precinct with

Dr Plowman: The process that was used was the oneo many bodies on the one campus. SARDI scientists are
referred to by the Minister. It is the role of the SARDI board working collaboratively with the university and CSIRO
to set the priorities for research and development in primargcientists to carry out high priority research projects which
industries in South Australia. The process used was one @fre funded by the State’s major horticultural industries.
identifying the opportunities for research and developmen€ollocation has resulted in increased research capability and
and also those where there is a lower priority. In relation taaccess to competitive national funding for those local
the priority setting process that has just been completed, tHeorticultural industries. The Centre for Horticultural Crop
area of low priority was in tree crops and the high priorityImprovement centred at the Plant Research Centre was
areas were post harvest and viticulture. launched in December 1996, as the honourable member said.

Ms HURLEY: Can | obtain some further clarification? This centre links the resources of SARDI, PISA, the CSIRO
| still do not understand how these categories are arrived atnd the University of Adelaide to carry out molecular and
Is it on economic grounds or scientific grounds? What are theonventional breeding, variety evaluation and the disease
criteria? testing of horticultural crops.

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: It may be helpful if | get the Chief Through funds provided by the Dried Fruits Research and
Executive quickly to run through the way in which SARDI Development Corporation considerable success has already
goes about the priority setting process. Itis a pretty collaborbeen achieved with breeding a high quality early maturing
ative process and a lot of work goes into it. apricot variety. Additional funding has also been received for

Mr Lewis: In establishing priorities for any of our research on new almond varieties, with the Horticultural
commodity areas, we have to take into consideration &esearch and Development Cooperation and the Australian
number of factors. These include the national, State andimond Growers Association granting $27 000 and the
regional agenda. We approach priority setting through théustralian Research Council allocating a further $55 000 for
SARDI board at two levels. First, it is strategic and notional.collaborative research with SARDI. Other horticultural
Once we set broader priorities at the strategic level—andindustries benefiting from the expertise and capability
will come back to that in a minute—we then look at individ- available at the Waite research precinct include the cherry
ual programs to see how we can match available fundingndustry, which has five new cherry varieties under field
whether it be State Government funding, external funding oevaluation, and the olive industry, which will soon have
a combination of both, to the strategic directions. A largeaccess to the world’s best olive varieties from Israel.
amount of input goes into the strategic assessment of where Mr ANDREW: | again refer to the Program Estimates,
our broad priorities go. At the national level, the Horticultural page 461, ‘Horticultural Research and Development’. How
Research and Development Corporation and, for example, the SARDI assisting the South Australian citrus industry at the
various industry associations, all produce strategic plansioment with developing export markets for a record crop of
which, based on their assessments, indicate where they aravel oranges this season?
willing to invest money according to industry input into  The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | acknowledge the interest of the
consideration of priorities. member for Chaffey in the citrus industry as a whole and

At the State level, the SARDI board, as the Minister hascertainly, given some of the issues facing valencias at the
indicated, has set up a highly consultative and interactivenoment, it is not an industry without a few problems.
process with the stakeholders. Two working groups functiorBARDI’s research programs in this area seek to expand the
as part of the annual cycle and these include representati@xport of fresh fruits and value added horticultural products
from the SARDI board, industry leaders, Primary Industriedy supporting the sustainable and efficient production of
SA, and researchers from both the industry and the universguality crops with an effective research and development
ties. There is a transparent and detailed process involvingrogram. SARDI scientists in collaboration with CSIRO
comparison of a number of screens, including attractivenescientists at the Waite campus and with PISA's industry
and feasibility, against the priorities which are identified. Wedevelopment officers have implemented strategies to ensure
also look at the sustainable economic contribution expectetthat top quality fresh citrus arrives in overseas markets this
through these benefit cost analyses. No research prograseason. A practical infill guide to growing quality citrus has
goes ahead unless it has what we call an ex-ante benefit cdsten distributed to growers.
analysis put on it. As you have heard in the Minister's Accredited training courses for citrus packers have been
opening remarks, we have an on-going program to look ateld, and strategies for controlling pests and diseases have
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been developed. SARDI scientists have developed a post Ms HURLEY: | refer to support services (page 63,
harvest treatment with oil to control insects on navel orangeBrogram Estimates). One of the trends for SARDI is the
that are of concern to quarantine authorities in the Unitedlevelopment of service level agreements with Primary
States of America and have established that shipping fruit dhdustries South Australia, Department of Information
lower temperatures reduces rind blemishes and results ifechnology Services and EDS for information technology.
higher quality fruit arriving on overseas markets. A collabor-Can the Minister inform the Committee of the cost of the
ative project with CSIRO scientists has also developed aontract with EDS for the supply of information technology?
simple infill test to ensure that sensitive navel oranges will The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | will ask Mr Kevin Stacey to give
not be damaged during harvest. SARDI scientists are working/hat detail he can. Any detail he cannot give we will put on
closely with citrus exporter Riversun to ensure that anotice.
record million boxes of navel oranges worth $30 million and  Mr Stacey: | do not have the total cost of the contract for
sourced mainly from the Riverland of South Australia areEDS, but we will take that on notice and see whether we can
shipped from the port of Adelaide to the United States ofprovide it. | can tell the Committee the effect of the EDS
America this season. Certainly, the member for Chaffey willcontract pricing on SARDI. Given that SARDI was a cash-
be well aware of the terrific effort that has gone into collabor-based agency, we did not pick up the cost of infrastructure
atively marketing those oranges, and it is important thatnd IT prior to EDS. Since the EDS contract came into force
SARDI and Government support them in any way we canand the due diligence exercise was undertaken to identify the
and that is largely through the research effort. services we should obtain, there has been an increase to
Mr ANDREW: | refer the Minister to the description with  SARDI of $316 000, and we have received a Treasury
respect to pastures and sustainable research and developrraniplementation to meet those expenses. Since the contract
(Program Estimates, page 454). The budget figures indicattarted, we have also expanded our use of services to meet
a difference of about $330 000 between estimates and revisedr research requirements, and there has been an increase of
current expenditure for the program for 1996-97 and a furthe$47 000 in our cost of previous production of IT services.
decline of $200 000 into 1997-98. Can the Minister explainThe remaining details | am happy to take on notice.
the reason for this? What is SARDI doing to restore funding? Mr LEWIS: Notwithstanding my interests in cereals, |
What impact is it having on the total pasture program?  would like to draw the attention of the Committee to the
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: The member for Napier will be world of fish. | refer to page 462 of the Program Estimates.
interested in this, because it cuts across a question that shevide range of research programs relevant to fishing carried
asked. As | said, the decline in funding is due to a reductiomut by SARDI is listed. What examples can the Minister give
in industry funds, that is, from the International Wool of the type of research supporting the industry, any signifi-
Secretariat, the Meat Research Corporation and the Graieant achievements of SARDI and the practical applications
Research and Development Corporation because of reducetithat research to underline and expand on the remarks that
income to the corporations or changes in their priority. Inhe made to the Committee at the outset?
order to maintain the outputs from these important programs, The Hon. R.G. Kerin: As the honourable member
alternative sources of funds are being actively sought. highlighted, a wide range of research activities is taking
These include the development of stronger commercigblace, activities which are essential to understand and manage
linkages, the development of a collaborative project in Chinahe fisheries, and that is important. The commercial value of
with funding sought from the Australian Centre for Inter- fisheries in 1995-96 was $227 million, which is a major input
national Agricultural Research, and the development of newo the State. The researchers have achieved many outcomes
projects for consideration by the research and developmettiat have been practically applied to fishing industry develop-
corporations. ment. For example, over 1997, the development of methods
Despite the significant funding reductions, new cultivarsin estimation of the spawning biomass of pilchards in South
have been released recently: Herald strand medic walustralian waters was carried out. This has enabled the
released in 1997 to substantially boost medic production iiGovernment to set sustainable fishing levels at 3 500 tonnes
low rainfall cereal districts; and a balansa clover cultivar isfor 1996-97. This program was vital following the mass
about to be released from the South-East SA program. Mnortality of pilchard stocks in southern Australia and New
lucerne breeders line has been multiplied for release earealand in 1995, as widely reported. SARDI’'s assessment
next year which provides farmers with a multi-resistantindicated that egg production in pilchard stocks had fallen by
variety with better performance than the existing cultivars50 to 60 per cent and SARDI is now monitoring the recovery
The new research thrust has been initiated with GRD supporf these pilchard stocks.
which will see evaluation of a wide range of new pasture The first statistically robust statewide assessment of
species from SARDI’s internationally recognised collectionrecreational fishing effort was also recently completed by
of pasture seed germ plasm. SARDI. This study has built up an accurate picture of the
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: In his opening remarks, resource usage of all popular fishing species by recreational
the Minister gave some indication of the number of employ{ishers and compares it with the corresponding commercial
ees of SARDI. So that we can find out what has beeratch. These data are now ensuring that discussions over
SARDI’s contribution to depopulating rural South Australia, resource allocation issues can take place based on accurate
can the Minister be more specific about how many FTEsnd up-to-date information.
SARDI has located outside the metropolitan area and where The results of SARDI’'s prawn research surveys have
they are located this financial year? How does this comparenabled the Spencer Gulf prawn fleet to target large prawns
with the 1993-94, 1994-95 and 1995-96 financial years? | arm a small area of the gulf rather than to trawl indiscriminate-
willing for the Minister to take that question on notice. ly. The benefits are that fewer nights are fished, which means
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | understand the concerns of the that the industry saves on its costs; a smaller area is impacted
member for Giles. | will obtain a considered answer with theby trawl operations, meaning that environment impacts are
figures for those years and supply it to him. minimised—they trawl about 10 per cent of the gulf; and the
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larger prawns targeted attract a higher value, enabling thiey 40 per cent in comparison with last year’s growth period.
industry to remain competitive in what is an internationalThis research has largely been funded by the Fisheries
market, where our prawns compete with cheaper importeResearch and Development Corporation and the National
aquaculture products. A recent cost benefits analysis of thiSooperative Research Centre for Aquaculture.
research has shown areturn of 14:1 to the community and a Mussel farming is another area of South Australian
direct return of $2.3 million additional income to the fishery aguaculture that is developing to commercial reality, based
per annum. on research on the feasibility of mussel culture by SARDI in
In other recently completed research, SARDI found thatonjunction with A. Raptis and Sons. The company has now
the Spencer Gulf prawn fleet has one of the lowest recordecbmmercialised Kangaroo Island based R and D leases, based
ratios of non-prawn catch, or buy-catch, meaning that then the confidence provided by SARDI’s feasibility trials.
industry has a low environmental impact relative to mosBlue mussel product is now being sold to all Eastern States,
other Australian and overseas prawn fisheries. and further trials are under way to evaluate export markets for
Mr LEWIS: | refer to the $2.9 million the Minister just the mussels. As part of the SARDI R and D program,
mentioned as the benefit to the prawn fishery in Gulf Sextensive environmental monitoring of the development area
Vincent. Does that involve reduced costs, or does it relate ts also being carried out to ensure that future production is
improvements in the quality of the quantity caught so thatcologically sustainable, and this research has been funded
they are in the higher price bracket, rather than simplyby the Raptis company.
sweeping across the board and depleting juvenile stocks by MrLEWIS: The Minister obviously shares the new found
fishing in areas where there is a greater mixture of sizegommunity excitement at the prospect of an aquaculture
rather than a congregation of adults? What factors make updustry that is improving performance dramatically in the
that benefit of $2.3 million. way he has illustrated. Does he also share my anxiety that one
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: The Chief Executive is experi- of the impediments to the expansion of the industry is
enced in this field, and | will ask him to provide some detail.ignorance among the financial sector—for example, banks—
Mr Lewis: There are basically three elements in thatin believing that aquaculture is high risk compared to other
factor. First, as the Minister indicated, there is the reductiorenterprises, simply because they do not know about the
in cost of fewer nights; therefore, their operating costs arecience that backs it up? We might do well to educate our risk
lower. Secondly, as the honourable member has indicated, véssessment financial managers in their work in loan determi-
are targeting a higher valued prawn; a larger prawn has whation as to what a good industry it is for them to lend in,
we call a higher buyer value, and you get a much greatemow that we have been able to give security of tenure, for
return in the market for it. The third factor taken into the costinstance, on the sites, where that security will provide lenders
benefit analysis is the sustainability factor. It is being takerwith what they require as a fixed asset back-up to their loan.
in a more environmentally friendly manner. If you putthose The CHAIRMAN: Does the member for Ridley ask the
three together, you come up with that estimate. question in the respect that it may impinge on future budgets?
Mr LEWIS: Page 462 deals with the program for aquatic = Mr LEWIS: Yes.
science, research and development. There is a wide range of The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | share the view that one of the
research programs there, all relevant to the fishing carried oumpediments to rapid expansion in aquaculture is the lack of
by SARDI to which | have drawn attention. | wish to draw available capital, and that occurs partly because aquaculture
attention to the other part of that industry. Regarding thes often seen as a high risk venture. We can do only what is
emerging aquaculture industry in South Australia, an industrwithin our control. Certainly, with the aquaculture manage-
in which | am interested and pleased about, can the Ministenent plans and with the R and D that is occurring, we are
indicate how research and development are contributing temoving a lot of that risk and putting the industry on a much
the growth and sustainability of this industry? firmer footing as far as going to the banks, etc., is concerned.
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Certainly, through its research, The honourable member also mentioned the lease tenure
SARDI has provided a major impetus to the development ofssue, which has a major effect on aquaculture leaseholders’
aquaculture as an emerging industry, by both providingbility to raise finance. We have been able to give them that
practical research outcomes and also ensuring that that éertainty, and that underpins much of what they need to be
transferred to and developed by the industry itself. SARDI isable to do to take it to a financier. It is an area where much
also a major provider of scientific and technical advice to keycapital will obviously be needed to get us to the stage where
Government agencies responsible for the assessment wé fulfil our aquaculture potential. Through our research
aquaculture development applications and for decisioprograms and management plans and by giving them
making on resource allocation issues as the industry expandsasehold and some security of tenure, we are achieving what
There are two recent examples of SARDI’s industry developis within our control in relation to giving the financial sector
ment activities in this area. First, abalone aquaculture ias much confidence as possible in the aquaculture industry.
poised to follow tuna as a major source of export income. Mr LEWIS: |again refer to page 462. Given the 1997-98
Following the past five years of research and developmengbjectives, in which reference is made to further development
seven abalone farms are now operating in South Australiaf manufactured feeds for tuna farming—the Minister has
Abalone farmers have benefited from the results of SARD&Iready mentioned how well we are doing in the preparation
projects that have developed low-cost manufactured feeds feed from our own locally produced grain, and so on, for
and advanced grow-out tank design systems. abalone, having achieved for us a dramatic improvement in
Secondly, diets developed by SARDI and now producedrow-out rates of 40 per cent per year—what is the current
by South Australian feed manufacturers are the mosstatus of important feed developments in the tuna industry?
competitively priced manufactured abalone diet in the world. The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Itis pleasing to be able to inform
This is an important element in the developing industry’sthe member for Ridley that, after quite a difficult task of
expansion and viability. Improvement in grow-out designtrying to come up with alternative formulated feed for tuna,
systems for abalone farmers has seen growth rates incredSARDI researchers have had some recent success in develop-
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ing a moist manufactured feed pellet which is attractive to the Mr I. Millard, General Manager, Forestry.
farmed tuna. This is certainly a major step in achieving Mr C. Young, Manager, Aquaculture.

economic viability for the industry, as it provides growth  \+. b Mackie Acting Manager, Fisheries
characteristics in farmed tuna close to that of currently used ' ' '
pilchards. For stock limitation and potential environmental The CHAIRMAN:
purposes, the continued use of pilchards as the major fqur examination. It h
source is considered to be sustainable in the long term. A% .

2y

| declare the proposed payments open
as been agreed that we examine these
0 votes together, being the Department of Primary
) ~Industries SA and Minister for Primary Industries—Other
the CRC for aquaculture to improve further the feeds, feeding, ot specifically, the South-East)Igrainage Board. With
strategies and _product_ quality. Curr_ently, this 'ndUStryrespect to the Department of Primary Industries SA | refer
depends on the importation of frozen pilchards for food, anqnembers to pages 58 and 248-52 in the Estimates of Receipts
the development of a replacement formulated food that cap 4 Payments and pages 433 and 449 in the Program
be made in South Australia is seen as vital for the 10ng termg 3105 and Information. With respect to the Minister for
sus_talnabmty an(_j competitiveness of what is an Importan rimary Industries, Other Payments, | refer members to pages
regionally based industry, pa.rtlcularly f;)rthe Eyre Penmsula60 and 256 in the Estimates of Receipts and Payments and
we ﬁHAIRRM(?NK Whit\ IS a CRC: h pages 443 to 449 in the Program Estimates and Information.
e Hon. R.G. Kerin: A cooperative research centre, poeq the Minister wish to make an opening statement on

Mr Chairman. .
. . matters related to these lines?
Mr LEWIS: Does the new feed provide us with not only The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Yes, Mr Chairman. Primary

improv rowth r Iso improved flesh colour . . . . C Y
proved growth rates but also improved flesh colou byndustrles South Australia has reviewed its strategic direction,

providing a better balance of vitamins in the feed pellet~ d d has b de t d tout
Arising out of the expenditure on this research, are we alsgnd good progress has been made towards an output,

able to say now that using this improved pelletised foodfustomer and market focus. Our goal is to be a major partner

reduces the risk of the sort of pollution beneath the aquacum the sustainable economic development of primary indust-

ture nets that caused (or contributed to the cause) of tHd€S in South Australia. The development of a business
deaths that occurred during the storm 18 months ago? ~ aPProach to our services is an important step in achieving
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | ask the Chief Executive to POSitive outcomes for both Government and mdustryln.thls
answer that. State. The bydget appropriation to PISA from the consolidat-
Mr Lewis: The feed is intended to improve a number of €9 @ccount is consistent with that of 1996-97, and reflected
quality characteristics. One is obviously growth, where we! the budget s the previous cost of subsidising SAMCOR.
get a return through increased weight; the second is textur he $6'.3 million associated with fundlng SAMCOR activities
and the third is colour, which are the areas you identified'.m.'ort0 its sale accounts for.th'e redyctlon n PISA appropri-
However, we are also looking at a number of other factorsalions- The budget appropriation will permit a continuation
including taste. The tuna are quite finicky about the taste an(af existing levels of activity. The major thrust will be to

texture and will spit it out if they do not like it, so we have to gxpand the effort in those areas with greatest potential, to

get that right. They will also not take a floating feed, so welncrease the viability of South Australia’s primary producers

have to get the consistency and density right. and their con'tr|but|on to the Stgte. . ) .

Mr FOLEY: They're fussy fish! On the natlonal scene, a series of major policy reviews are

Mr Lewis: They are the thoroughbreds of the ocean. We€arng completlon_or have now been completed, an_d these
have to get the sinking rate right so that they can feednclude the rural a.dJustment scheme, the drought pqllcy a}nd
properly. Concerning the environmental impacts, | point outhe rural communities access program. In conjunction with
that the major cause of the tuna deaths last year was basicalf}e Agriculture and Resource Management Council of
a physical storm event. However, another factor in foog*ustralia and New Zealand (ARMCANZ), the Federal
development involves improving the ratio at which we Minister for Primary Ind'ustnes and Energy intends to
convert feed to flesh so that it can be made more envirorflevelop comprehensive, integrated rural policy packages in
mentally appropriate. response to those reviews. These packages will address rural

The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, | adjustment, risk management, drought, farm welfare, farmer
declare the examination of the vote completed. | thank th@USiness management skills development and training, and

officers of SARDI, who will not be with us for the rest of the 'ural community development. In partnership with the
business community, the Government is committed to further

ongoing research project has been funded by the FRDC

day. > . X
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | also thank the Committee and all €conomic development in South Australia.
the officers of SARDI for their contribution this morning. | have established a series of industry development boards,

which are key catalysts for greater industry and economic
development for the benefit of all South Australians. Boards
are now in place for wool and horticulture, the Meat Industry
Development Board will be announced next week and the
Department of Primary Industries SA, $45 290 000 field crops and seed feed boards will follow soon shortly

Minister for Primary Industries—Other Payments, afterwards. | announced this initiative last year and it is now
$2 875 000 starting to take shape. Industry development board members
are creative people with outstanding skills and have a proven
Departmental Advisers: track record in their field of business. Their visionary
Mr D. Mutton, Chief Executive, PISA. thinking will identify opportunities and help establish a

Mr K. Freeman, General Manager, Business Operationstrategic direction for continued industry growth in the
Mr R. Wickes, General Manager, Sustainable Resource$4 billion primary industry sector. | look forward to a close
Mr B. Windle, General Manager, Agriculture Industries. relationship with the industry development boards as we form
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a shared vision for the development of the State’s primary Relocating those positions to the Western Australian
industries into the next century. border would have had serious social and economic impact

Both PISA and EDA have a strong commitment toon the local community, with a flow-on effect to the region.
developing a whole of Government approach to the food he decision to keep the Ceduna roadblock in operation will
sector. This will incorporate both fresh and processed fooddive certainty and confidence to the staff, their families, the
Further, it will include key elements such as export developlOCQ| community and district. The formation of the National
ment and investment attraction—two areas in which PISAderitage Trust by the Commonwealth provides South
and EDA are already working together. With regard to exporfAustralia with an opportunity to increase the activity in
development, | recently led a trade mission of 47 producer§atural resource management. The farming community over
and agribusiness people to the HOFFEX exhibition in Honghe past five years has strongly supported the landcare
Kong. This enabled these people to experience and learn firdhovement. There are now nearly 300 landcare groups
hand about the international trading environment. EDA als@Perating in South Australia and significant changes have
provided assistance to 20 export-ready companies to heRen made towards conservation farming techniques and

raise their profile with Asian buyers by exhibiting their improved irrigation practices. . _
products at their exhibition at HOFFEX. It is an important year for landcare in South Australia, as

Following HOFFEX, | led a delegation of 20 agribusinesswe will host the national landcare conference in Adelaide

- . . rom 17 to 20 September. A small army of people from
and food export companies to Guonghzou in China for %round the State have been organising this event, which will

Zggggsfﬁ;‘l S;L%dioﬁ(ggit&n'or? Otthhosivigzewriggsighgshl)él%clude more than 20 field tours. We anticipate between 800
- - : ; d 1 000 people with interests from all States and Territor-
confident of gaining business and, indeed, some of tho , as well as New Zealand, South Africa, the United States

people have already reported new business. Strategic a . ; .
: ; P ; America and Europe. The first stage of drainage works for
targeted trade delegations in partnership with industry will b e upper South-East Dryland Salinity and Flood Manage-

k ref ing primary in ri war m 4
a key to refocussing primary industries towards a custo Jnent Plan north of Lucindale should now be ready to

nd market driven culture. PISA contin to prove it . .
and market driven culture. PISA continues to prove groceed,butlmustreportthattheprOJectcontmuesto be the

capability to respond to pest, plant and animal diseask - - . .
outbreaks. Recent events have demonstrated that PISA ¢ HbleCt of a good dgal of undermining by sections of the
outh-East community.

deal with complex emergencies, such as surveys for anthrat- The drainage works have been held up by the Native

nose of lupins and fire blight on apples and pears, and dell\/(:{/reg(atation Council, which twice rejected an application to

results in a timely way. ut the drain through deep swamp. However, a third applica-

In both cases the combined PISA/SARDI effort has been: ;
. . I hat the N
commended by industry and acknowledged by |nterstatrgon was approved and we are pleased that the Native

: h b 4 Tegetation Council is now able to take a regional view of
departments of agriculture and primary industries. Thesgaiy e yegetation issues. Tenders for construction of the drain
responses have involved managing industry, PISA angere advertised on 10 June 1997. Construction is likely to
SARDI effort, interstate and AQIS coordination and the o mence in mid September. Cabinet has agreed that the
. . "Bvy from land-holders would not be collected until the first
is well advanced for controlling an expected locust plague ifanqer was awarded. The State and Federal Governments
spring 1997. Surveys conducted across known critical aregs, e petween them committed $18 million to the project, but
this autumn have identified large areas of South Australia thaf i apout time that the whole community got behind it r;md
could be damaged by locusts later this year. let the work begin.

The threat is in the agricultural and pastoral areas of the | was disappointed to note that in recent days members of
southern Flinders Ranges and eastern Eyre Peninsula overg@g South-East community have again attempted to change
area of around 160 000 hectares. Initial estimates indicate thife design of the scheme. Those people have had ample
this program will cost approximately $750 000 to treat arounthpportunity to have input into the design—some were an
35 000 hectares of locusts with an eight-week campaign. fftegral part of the original decisions and appeared to be
left unchecked, locusts will eventually migrate southwardpjaying games with the future of farmers in the South-East.
attacking cereal and horticultural crops. We are protecting is about time they accepted the decisions being made by the
crops from a pest that has the potential to cause millions gbrainage Board. Let us make no mistake about who are the
dollars of damage. Production of our cereal belt alone lagheneficiaries of this scheme. This project is an investmentin
year topped in excess of $1 billion. Another major pest fotthe future. It is designed to halt the degradation of lands. At
the State is fruit fly. There have been ongoing reviews int@he end of the day farmers will be the winners with increased
our border controls, and | confirm that the fruit fly roadblock|and values and productivity. | would now like to see them
operated by PISA officers at Ceduna will remain in operationtotally support the board so that we can get the drain built.

The decision to keep the roadblock at Ceduna followed Contracting out of services to the private sector to achieve
detailed studies to determine the feasibility of relocation. Theémproved efficiency and cost effectiveness is a policy of this
roadblock is important in quarantining South Australia fromGovernment. Following a comprehensive education and
mediterranean fruit fly and other threats that are present iselection process conducted over some months, Cabinet
Western Australia. The social and economic impacts o&pproved the signing of a five-year contract with Veterinary
having the roadblock at Ceduna were a major consideratioRathology Services Pty Ltd to provide veterinary diagnostic
in assessing the feasibility of relocation. It has been estimategkrvices from the State Veterinary Laboratory (VETLAB) at
that the economic value to the Eyre region is $443 80 Glenside. The contract provides cost-effective services to the
annum with most value concentrated in the Ceduna towndivestock industries through a national company with a South
ship. There are 11 staff employed on the roadblock, mosAustralia-based operation and a good record in veterinary
living in Ceduna, and many with young children attendingdiagnostic services. VETLAB continues to operate as a State
local schools. Government-owned veterinary diagnostic laboratory able to
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meet national and international protocols relating to disease- The CHAIRMAN: The Minister must answer questions
free status and certification. VPS starts providing serviceas best he can. As the Chair heard the member for Hart’s
under the contract from 1 July. question, it was in respect of the payment of moneys. If the
A review into maximising the value of the State’s South-money was not paid to the Minister’s department, it is a bit
East forests was completed in November 1996. Aftemuch for the member for Hart to expect the Minister to
consideration of the recommendations, Cabinet resolved @nswer a question for which he has no responsibility. | will
retain ownership, including harvesting rights with the State'deave it to the Minister to consider his answer.
forest plantations and to expand plantings in the green The Hon. R.G. Kerin: As the member for Hart men-
triangle region in support of the local growing and processingioned, the operation of SAMCOR comes within the Primary
industry. Aquaculture is widely recognised as havinglndustries portfolio, but the sale of SAMCOR is under the
significant potential for growth within the State. The valueTreasurer’s purview through AMTF. So, moneys paid by the
of the industry is conservatively forecast at aroundpurchaser of SAMCOR do not come under the Primary
$90 million for 1996-97, and the tuna farming industry alonelndustries portfolio but are handled by Treasury through the
accounts for 15 per cent of the lower Eyre Peninsula ecorAMTF. It is outside my control.
omy. The industry is also a major contributor to regional MrFOLEY: What is the big deal in answering the
employment. question? Does the Minister have something to hide? Has the
Aquaculture management plans have now been completéfioney been paid?
for the entire South Australian coastline and provide a sound The CHAIRMAN: The Chair has just ruled that the
basis for the allocation of the coastal resource for offshordinister will answer the question. The Minister has answered
aquaculture. The agency is in the process of restructuring tfige question. | ask the honourable member to ask the next
aquaculture group to ensure the effective and efficienfluestion. )
management and administration of the industry and to drive  Mr FOLEY: At page 442 of the Program Estimates | note
its sustainable growth into the next century. Integratedhatthe Rural Adjustment Scheme is a major source of funds.
management committees, consisting of commercial an€iven that the Federal Government has decided to wind-up
recreational fishers, PISA, researchers, processors and tH¢ Rural Adjustment Scheme as of 30 September 1997, how
community, have been established to advise on manageméﬁi_ll this substantial decrease affect rural finance and develop-
issues for all major commercial fisheries. ment in South Australia? What provisions has the Govern-
| express my appreciation for the commitment and result§€nt made to secure a better deal for rural South Australia
achieved by staff in PISA and the way the organisation hagut of the uncommitted Commonwealth funds of approxi-
worked collaboratively with the community, industry and Mately $199 million? _
other agencies of Government. PISA staff have shown a TheHon. R.G. Kerin: | am happy to answer that question

strong commitment to primary industries in South Australia @S it does fall within the range of my portfolio. Obviously, the
and | thank the executive and all the staff for a strong efforf- €deral Government did make a series of announcements

over the past year. which impact on the Rural Adjustment Scheme. We will have
The CHAIRMAN: Minister. there is a bit of confusion. to wait and see what impact that has, but at the moment we

You were told 15 minutes. You went slightly over but we are2'® Putting together a response to a meeting that ARMCANZ
ad about three weeks ago at which the Commonwealth

allowing two lines to be examined so | am sure that is Whag . .
the confusion was about. overnment put before us some of its suggestions for_ the
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: My watch must be running slow. dlrecjtlon of RAS. The basic change in direction being
The CHAIRMAN: Itis, by about five minutes. considered concerns the fact that over quite a few years a lot
L . of Federal Government money has been spent through RAS,

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Thank you, Sir, for your forbear- - yrevious programs for rural adjustment or rural welfare and
ance. | think you need a new time keeper. a whole range of programs.

The CHAIRMAN: Does the Opposition wishtomakean  There is a general feeling that rural Australia has not
opening statement. received particularly good value from the money put in. The

Mr FOLEY: No, Sir. I refer to page 440 of the Program Federal Government and the State Governments in general
Estimates and the program title ‘Agricultural Industries’. | are considering how rural Australia can do the very best out
note that the proposed decrease in recurrent expenditure §f the $199 million to which the member for Hart referred.
$8.2 million for 1997-98 is largely due to a one-off in the At present, we have had discussions with the Federal
1996-97 funding for SAMCOR operations at $3.5 million, the Government. We have put together some thoughts of our
adjustment for SAMCOR deficit funding of $2.8 million and own; we previous|y put in submissions. As | said, we
the State contribution to papaya fruit fly of $1.2 million. I discussed it with the Federal Government about three weeks
believe that final settlement of the sale of SAMCOR to Agproago. We are now preparing another submission to ensure that
occurred on 24 January 1997 for $4.8 million. Has theye get the best for South Australia out of the direction the
Government received in full the moneys owing from the sale=ederal Government takes with new RAS or whatever it calls
of SAMCOR? If so, was the money paid directly to Treasurythe changed program.

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: As the honourable memberwould ~ Mr FOLEY: Clearly, your Federal colleagues are making
realise, the sale of SAMCOR is handled by the Treasurelife a little difficult in that area for the farming community.
through the Asset Management Task Force. | will have tat would be nice to see members opposite occasionally stand
refer the detail of those questions to the Treasurer becausg to the cut backs at Federal Government level. | refer to
frankly, it does not come under our portfolio. fisheries policy development and to page 443 of the Program

Mr FOLEY: | beg to differ. There is a funding line in the Estimates. | note that in this financial year the department
budget Estimates. SAMCOR is the responsibility of theimplemented a new river fishery management scheme. Is the
Minister for Primary Industries; | know that only too well. | Minister aware that in January 1997 the Murray-Darling
expect an answer. Basin Commission, under the National Resource Manage-
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ment Scheme, funded a paper on fisheries management aRdtting money into training and the better ability of farmers
ecology, the co-authors being Mr David Baker and SARDIto use the available technology is a very good way of getting
inland fisheries research scientist Brian Pearce. The papsome value for the farming community out of RAS.

states: Mr VENNING: My second question deals with the meat

The long time decline of the fishery at a time when evidencelygiene program and quality assurance in the meat industry
suggests that societal priorities for preservation of the resourcgpage 440, Program Estimates). Will the Minister advise the
implies that the custodians of the resource are failing their_mandat‘mpact of the new meat hygiene regulations on the industry
and ‘the current structure makes a small group of users with vestggl 5o th Australia and, in particular, on our rural butchers?
interest responsible for policy formulation’. . . .

; o i . The Hon. R.G. Kerin: This is an important question and
Did the Minister and his department undertake an indepengsne that has been of some concern to rural communities. This
ent environmental impact statement on all aspects of the rivg{zs peen coming for a long time. Through all meat industry
fishery to ascertain the amount of native fish species catcipciors it is estimated that fewer than 10 per cent of oper-
totals? If not, why not? _ _ _ ations in South Australia will close as a result of the introduc-

_The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | will ask Don Mackie, Acting  tjon of new standards. A number of plants have closed,
Director of Fisheries, to provide more detail. As far as theparticularly in the smallgoods and rural slaughterhouse
river fishery goes—and this involves SARDI as well—theresectors, and a total attrition of up to 15 per cent may occur in
is ongoing monitoring of what is taking place in the river. these groups by the end of 1997. Some of these operators

Mr Mackie: As the Minister stated, all commercial fishers \yere planning to retire from the industry in any case, and
are required to submit catch and effort data. That has been @fhers have been forced out because of inability or unwilling-
ongoing process which we have monitored for a considerablgess to comply with the safety standards. The industry-based
period. The report to which the member for Hart referred issouth Australian Meat Hygiene Advisory Council and the
one that has since been revisited by SARDI. | do not have thgyst majority of processors remain strongly in support of the
title of the new report, but prior to making amendments to theyew hygiene controls.
current proposals to change the arrangement these issues werep/e do not need to look far at some of the food scares we
considered in full by the various management committeeshaye had in recent years to know the importance of industry

Mr FOLEY: Is the Minister aware that the Loxton- standards. What is going on in the meat industry has very
Waikerie council has also expressed concerns over this negyrong industry support. People realise that, unless standards
plan and has indicated that not one native fish was caught gte in place and adhered to, the whole industry is at risk.
Loxton’s annual Fisharama this year? While it has been difficult for some people, it has the strong

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Yes, | am aware of that. We have support of industry and we need to make sure that the meat
made an effort to get more detail for the Loxton-Waikerieindustry is looked after in future.
council. I think that the council gave only one side of the Mr VENNING: The Minister noted that several have
story. Certainly, | have heard that claim about there being nelosed. Does he have a list of which ones have closed, and
native fish at that location. | do not doubt that we have a bigvill these closures leave any vacuum in the rural abattoir
problem with carp, but some very good catches of native fisindustry, particularly those that growers need to kill stock that
have been reported over the past 12 months. cannot readily be killed at our major meatworks.

Mr VENNING: | refer to page 442 of the Program  The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | do not have a list of those that
Estimates, and | note the reference to group and individudlave actually closed, but what tends to be happening is a bit
training grants being available through the Rural Adjustmenbf rationalisation. Some of these are victims of changed
Scheme. Will the Minister elaborate on that? shopping habits within rural communities, as many people are

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | thank the honourable member for choosing to have a day out shopping in one of the bigger
raising the training issue. Over the past couple of years themegional centres. That impacts very much on the local butcher
has been much more recognition within the rural communityevel. The other thing that has been put in place with the new
that there are some opportunities there for farmers to becormeeat hygiene standards is that slaughterhouses are now able
better educated as technology moves on. Under RAS, farmeirs go through an accreditation system whereby, by coming
have an opportunity to seek financial support to acquire andp to certain standards, they are able to kill for other butchers,
improve skills under two separate guidelines, namely, theomething they did not have available to them before. That
policy guidelines applying to grants and loans to individualswill achieve two things: it will make some of the slaughter-
for the acquisition of farm management skills and professionhouses much more viable, since they will have a bigger kill
al advice, and those applying to grants for group activities fogoing through; and it will enable many more of those
the acquisition of skills and professional advice. PISA is nowbusinesses to survive long term and keep the services out
applying the RAS training guidelines in South Australia andthere.
encouraging farmers to take the opportunity to improve their Mr VENNING: This is a very important line. A problem
skills and seek professional advice to improve their financiatthat | have is that some abattoirs will take the challenge and
technical, management and business knowledge. upgrade, but is there any assistance at all for abattoirs wishing

The Advisory Board of Agriculture and the South to do that? Is there any assistance for them to upgrade, both
Australian Farmers Federation are actively promoting thesim advice and financially?
schemes to their members to maximise opportunities under The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Advice wise they work very
the schemes. As at 31 May 1997, 81 group training applicaelosely with Robin Vandegraaff in the department, who has
tions have been approved, for a total of $229 000, and 5Been very good with the industry in working through the
individual training grants, for a total of $17 300. A budget of issues. One of the things that has come out of this financially
$750 000 was made available for these programs durinig the enormous need within the industry both for training and
1996-97, and a similar amount will be provided in 1997-98 for the preparation of quality assurance manuals and for the
This is a practical application of what | was speaking abouHACCP system. Very significant Government support has
before—the change in the way we approach rural adjustmertteen put into that by PISA, the EDA and TAFE. That has
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resulted in financial assistance worth $370 000 for thgroposed system, it should not be construed as support of the
1996-97 period for training in both HACCP and meat safetyproject.
Negotiations are currently under way for further allocations  Mr Young: Itis fair to say that there is significant support
to ensure that the small slaughterhouses do not fall ovébr the aquaculture industry generally. No financial or any
through lack of availability of funding to do the training. We other forms of support have been given for this specific
are very aware of the problems some of these people face. Viggoject.
are taking a sympathetic role as to how we bring about s HURLEY: Are the developers of this project paying
change, but change must occur. the MEP for the land and, if so, how much? Is the Minister
Mr VENNING: This is a very important industry, aware that the Commonwealth emblem was used in an
particularly in relation to the Kapunda area, which is lookingadvertisement for this particular venture in a Chinese
to upgrade, and | understand that there is correspondenceriftagazine, thereby purporting to lend support to the notion
the pipeline. My third question relates to developments in théhat the Government was guaranteeing the venture?
South Australian dairy industry (page 440, Program Esti- The CHAIRMAN: Before the Minister answers, the
mates). What is PISA doing to assist development in the dainpyember for Napier asked a question about the MFP. The
industry? Minister is not responsible for the MFP. Would the honour-
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Dairy is an industry that has able member like to rephrase her question or the Minister
enormous potential. We are seeing that in other areas @fay well consider whether or not it is appropriate for him to
Australia. South Australia can certainly share in what isagnswer?
somewhat of a boom in dairy production. Primary Industries ps HURLEY: | will rephrase it. Is the Government

is assisting the Dairy Research and Development Corporatigfyoviding support to the project via a subsidy of the land?
in terms of the South Australian dairy industry plan to The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | have had very little to do with
implement a regional development plan. The focus of the plag,;. project. | had an initial briefing about 15 months ago

is to improve the competitiveness and profitability of South, . ; ; e
L . > ! garding the fact that they were going to go ahead with it.
Australia’s dairy farms. PISA will continue to support the ceainiy no approach has been made to me for any financial
orderly entry of new manufacturers into the South Australiary ot for the project. As far as the deal between themselves
dairy industry so _that there ISa sustamabl_e liftin competition, , 4 \mep s concerned, | certainly have not been involved in
for South Australian milk, and we are seeing that entry goingp ¢ | 4o not know what receipts the MFP may get for the
on atpresent. In th's regarq, Itis imperative that th'e farm 9algnd or whatever. | have not been in the loop on any negotia-
price for market milk be maintained and that all dalryfarmers[iOns that have gone on in that area. | certainly have no
benefit from the improved returns for market milk throughcopyright for the Commonwealth embl.em | was not aware
equalisation. , _ ofits use and certainly it would not be with our blessing that
During 1998 the South Australian Government will be anyone would use the Commonwealth emblem.
undertaking a review of the Dairy Industry Act as required Ms HURLEY: | move on to ‘Forest Services’ (page 448
under the national competition policy. Reviews of State daitys o m Estimates). | note that agreements are to be devel-
legislation are already under way in New South Wales an ped with growers for the Green Triangle tree farm project
Queensland and will also commence during 1998 in \ﬂctorla]‘or the export of woodchips to Japan, in particular to

The outcome of these reviews, especially in Victoria, will\siqji/Nippon. The Minister announced this project last
determine the approach to be taken in this State. It IS IMpOrt o ember and stated that the project aimed to establish
tothe G t and indust their implicati ¢ thCEooo hectares of blue gum annually. Given that landholders
SO tL;]AOV(ternlr_ner; a_nl '? ustry on theirimplications 1or th€ynq investors can enter into grower agreements with the joint
outh Austra |ar1 egisiation. venturers and PISA, will the Minister detail the role that
Ms HURLEY: My question refers to the Program pisa will play in this project and the cost to PISA in
Estimates, page 445, ‘Management of Aquaculture’. | nOt%roviding technical support?
that the Government intends to develop an aquaculture The Hon. R.G. Kerin: I will call on Mr lan Millard to
prospectus this year and | understand that there_ls aplan f%fve the detail for which the honourable member has asked.
f\r& allq.léacuslture farm on thﬁ oldbﬂower farm S'Le ?Jt P,[O,E ertainly, we see it as an important diversification or
pro?eaélt €. Some concerns have been expressed abou I%\'I?.’ernativeforlandholdersinthe South-East. We are keen to

see an expansion of the forest resource in that area. PISA

Mr Venning interjecting: _ _ obviously has a very important role to play regarding
~Ms HURLEY: Well, this one is a Liberal Government extension and facilitation, but | will ask Mr lan Millard, who
trick. is General Manager of PISA Forestry, to give the detalil.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Custance should  Mr Millard: There is strong interest amongst farmers in
allow the member for Napier to ask her questions—she dighe South-East—and beyond the South-East, in the Green
not |nterfere with him—and the member for Hart can StOpTriang]e region_for growing particu|ar|y blue gum p|anta_
barracking. tions. Kimberley-Clark Australia required some support to

Ms HURLEY: Some concerns were expressed about thiget plantations in the ground for its operation at Millicent
project and the principal person involved, a Mr Johan Donand, on a cost recovery basis, the Department of Primary
Is it true that the Government supports the proposal for amdustries forestry group undertook the management of
aquaculture development on the old flower farm site at Outgslantation establishment. That was over-subscribed and
Harbor and has the Government promised any financighrmers were not satisfied: they were looking for more
support to the scheme? markets. It is important in tree growing projects that people

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | will call on Mr Carl Young to  know where they are going to sell the wood at the end. PISA
give some detail about what is happening in relation to thatindertook to try to find other markets. A consortium of
project but, while we have written favourably regarding theJapanese companies has signed marketing agreements with
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growers so that, in effect, growers are growing on consignforward on behalf of both the Riverland and the Murray
ment for the Japanese companies. Mallee?

PISAs role is to act as a technical adviser to both the The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | acknowledge the enormous
company and the farmers. We are being paid on the basis @mount of work that both the member for Chaffey and the
the hectares established. We believe that there is full cosgember for Ridley put into these two task forces, as well as
recovery and there is an incentive to get 1 000 hectares a ye#ae amount of effort that was put in by the local communities.
planted, which will return a profit to the organisation. We Hopefully we will see some rewards for their effort. The
believe that we will get cost recovery if we can establishMurray Mallee and Riverland task forces were established as
750 hectares a year, and we will make a profit on anything result of community delegations which approached me for
over that. The arrangements are that the Japanese compdny support. The task forces’ role was to develop a submis-
pay PISA. They have contracts to purchase wood from th&ion for each region which could be considered by the State
growers at an agreed price indexed to future log pric@nd Commonwealth Governments for inclusion under the
movements. rural partnership program.

The CHAIRMAN: Before the Committee adjourns, | ~ The success achieved by the Eyre Peninsula task force
refer members of the Committee to a question asked by tH€POrt in attracting additional funding to that region was a
member for Hart on the sale of SAMCOR. | point out to theSignificant motivating factor. Following extensive community
member for Hart that the sale of SAMCOR is listed underconsultation, strategic task force reports covering a range of
‘Assistance to Rural Industries’, page 440, and thereford€gional issues and suggested strategies in both the Murray
while the question was in order, there is no line in thisMallee and Riverland regions of South Australia were
ministerial Receipts and Payments for the sale. It does ngubmitted for my consideration in February and March 1997.
appear to be listed under the asset management review, bilié two reports have been forwarded to my Federal minister-
| suggest that, if the member for Hart wants to pursue thé@l colleague the Hon. John Anderson to consider their
matter of the amount of money and when, he put a questiof¢lusion as national priorities for support under the rural
on notice to the Treasurer or the Minister in charge of th?@rtnership program. Briefings on the report recommenda-

asset management review task force. tions have also been held with South Australia’s Federal
parliamentary representatives to gain their support. Addition-
[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.] al information has since been provided by PISA officers on

questions raised by the Commonwealth on the two reports,

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: My question relates to the and | understand that a response for South Australia’s
depopulation of the rural areas of South Australia and thénclusion under the rural partnership program is expected
department’s role in that, although | understand that thé&om the Federal Minister shortly.
department only obeys the Government's and the Minister's In the case of the Murray Mallee report, the recommenda-
orders. However, how many FTEs are located outside th#ons, which address a whole range of social, infrastructure,
metropolitan area? Where are they located for the year und#elfare and primary industry related issues, are being further
examination, and how does that compare with the yeardeveloped and progressed by various community subcommit-
1993-94, 1994-95 and 1995-96? tees appointed by the task force. | fully support the self-help

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: We will have to take that question approach adop_ted by the Murray Mallee task force, as it
on notice to supply the detailed information, but I do knowSNOWS @ commitment by community members on that task
that more than two-thirds of our staff are outside the metroforce t0 the importance of the issues raised in the report and

politan area, which probably means somewhere in the vicinit§: Willingness to give of their own time and effort to ensure
of 650-plus people, at over 40 locations throughout Soutiat these issues are addressed. | have indicated to the task
Australia. As far as Government departments go, we are @€ that I am willing to attach a letter of support to corres-

decentralised department, but | shall get the detailed figurdndence from any of the subcommittees where such a letter
for the honourable member on notice. can assist a report recommendation through to a satisfactory

. - - outcome. Correspondence from these various subcommittees
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: The Minister invites me -ﬁ now starting to flow through my office.

.
to ask for the percentage breakdown between metropolita Mr ANDREW: | refer to the sustainable resources

and non-metropolitan employees in the department. How . A
does that compare with the previous four financial years? program on page 441 of the Program Estimates with respect

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Given the lack of mathematical to the operation of both the Animal and Plant Control

" ; ) Commission and the related boards. | am particularly
capability of the member for Giles, we will get the calculator ., cerned and annoyed, as are the councils and the constitu-
out and put the percentages alongside the figures for him.

ents we represent, that some councils are being required by
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Apparently | have alack the commission to increase their funding contribution to the
of arithmetical capability, but | do not have a lack of man-pest plant boards. This was brought to my attention recently
ners. Was it necessary for the Minister to be so rude? by the Mayor of the Loxton Waikerie council, who reinforced
The CHAIRMAN: As the member for Giles well knows, the point that, under the local government amalgamation
the Minister is at liberty to answer questions in a manner oprocess, severe restrictions have been placed on rate capping.
his choosing. | well remember the member for Giles, wherThis will impact on council’s ability to increase rates.
he was Minister, answering questions in a distinctly witty | have been advised that the Animal and Plant Control
way. | am sure that he will concede that, if the Minister hasCommission gave a commitment that, before any funding
learnt from him, he is a very wise man. requirement was proposed, consultation would take place
Mr ANDREW: | refer to page 449 of the Program with local government. | have been told that has not hap-
Estimates regarding the program ‘Support services’. Whapened. | also understand that special consideration was to be
action has occurred to progress the recommendations of tlggven to the circumstances surrounding council amalgama-
task force reports for regional strategies which have been ptibns. The Loxton Waikerie council is an amalgamation of the
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Loxton, Waikerie and Browns Well councils and will take authorised officers. This was not considered to be a viable
effect from 1 July this year. option, mainly because the number of officers per board is
With this Estimates Committee meeting today, it islow, even with council amalgamations and board reorganisa-
appropriate that | ask the Minister to explain the basis ofions, which allows for minimal flexibility; and, importantly,
funding for the animal and plant control boards and, inthe current number is commensurate with the level of work
particular, explain why councils such as the new Loxtornrequired in animal and plant control across the State. The
Waikerie council are being asked to significantly increase&eommission has regard to the large support subsidy in excess
their contributions to the pest plant boards. of $30 000 per annum that Loxton Waikerie, together with
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: As members are aware, the other councils, is receiving compared to other boards, and for
funding of the boards is a joint commitment between the Statthis reason has agreed to phase in the change in contribution
Government, through the Animal and Plant Control Commisover three years. The commission informed councils, through
sion, and the boards’ constituent councils. In most cases, thike Local Government Association, after discussing the issue
pest and plant control boards are made up of several councilsith that organisation. The Local Government Association
The level of funding for each board is determined by thewas concerned about the change in policy, particularly in
commission. It is based on a level up to a maximum ofview of rate capping, with local government reform, but was
1 per cent of urban rates and 4 per cent of rural rates of thalso conscious of the reasons for the change.
council in accordance with the Animal and Plant Control Act. As | have stated before, the Animal and Plant Control
The commission has always given and still gives highesBoard system, involving community board members and
priority to the funding of boards; for example, in 1991, whenprofessional staff, provides an efficient system to minimise
council rate revenues were increasing, the commissiothe threats and impact of animal and plant pests on primary
adopted a policy to maintain the balance of funding betweemdustries in the natural environment. The basis for council
local government and the State Government at about 50-500ntributions to boards should be equitable across the State.
This involved councils, paying the statutory maximumThat would also be reflected by the expectations of the
contributions, as well as the State Government, payingandholders who are the ones most concerned about proper
support subsidies to some boards. This policy has nowest and plant control. The subsidies that we offer should be
contributed to the State Government paying a totamore equitable across the State. We really need to take into
of $788 000 for support subsidies to 18 out of the 36 rurahccount the rate revenue figures | mentioned previously,
boards. However, many of the constituent councils in thes@volving an increase of 36 per cent between 1992 and 1997
boards are not now paying the full 1 and 4 per cent requiredompared d a 4 per cent decrease in contributions to the
under the Act, reflecting previous increases in their ratédoard. Landholders may well understand why the commission
revenue. has taken the action it has.
Also, | wish to emphasise that these support subsidies are Mr ANDREW: Can we have a formal list of all the
in excess of the $1.04 million already being paid by the Statboards in the State for the council | mentioned, for other
Government to boards as a statutory subsidy of 50¢ for eveigouncils and for the entire constituencies, listing their
council dollar. This policy is now seen to be inequitable, bothpercentage contribution so that we get a fair and complete
for boards not receiving any support subsidy and for othepicture of the total contributions from all local government
statutory obligations of the commission which were notbodies to their respective boards throughout the whole State?
receiving sufficient levels of funding; for example, the  The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | can provide that information for
control of proclaimed animals and plants on unoccupiedhe honourable member today.
Crown land and environmental weeds, and development of Mr ANDREW: | refer to the Program Estimates
more efficient control strategies, including biological control. (page 440) with respect to agricultural industries. | am well
Certainly, for quite a few years, rural members have receivedware that the Minister has initiated the development of a
many complaints about the control on Crown land, so thaHorticulture Industry Development Board. How will the
needs a higher priority. board be able to assist the development of South Australia’s
For these reasons, the commission adopted a polidyorticultural industries, both currently and into the future?
in 1977 that all constituent councils should pay the maximum The Hon. R.G. Kerin: The Horticulture Industry
statutory levels to their boards, where necessary, to me&evelopment Board is one of a series of five boards being
board budgets, to give parity among councils, and to providestablished to facilitate the growth of South Australia’s
a better balance of funds to fulfil the Commissioner’sagricultural industries. The Wool Board was the first one put
statutory obligations. The State Government will still bein place, followed by horticulture. The role of the board is to
paying about $685 000 in support subsidies, so it certainlprovide advice and guidance to me and Government on the
has not abrogated its responsibility to ensure a viable boanost effective ways to develop and grow South Australia’s
system. This policy affects only councils which are nothorticultural industries. They held their first meeting on
paying the maximum statutory contributions and which aré May and have been meeting on a monthly basis since. The
members of boards that receive support subsidies. Théorticulture Industry Development Board is being chaired by
honourable member mentioned Loxton and Waikerie, an®r Ed Tweddell, who is the Group Managing Director of
they certainly fall into that category. Rate capping with localF.H. Faulding and Company Limited, and a member of the
government reform is a concern to councils with this chang®&usiness Council of Australia. The board comprises seven
of policy, but | understand that the rate revenue from the aremembers with experience in an array of horticulture indust-
of the current Loxton Waikerie council increased by 36 perries and agribusiness, and PISA is represented by the two
cent from 1992 to 1997. Yet the contributions to boardshorticulture managers for industry development on the board.
decreased by 4 per cent during the same period, because of In the coming months, the board will be reviewing a series
the benefits gained from a large support subsidy at the tim®f major horticulture industry development options and
The commission identified another means to reduce thmaking recommendations to Government on how to strategi-
level of support subsidies by reducing the number of locatally develop a stronger, more profitable and export oriented
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horticultural industry. There will be strong emphasis onreport addressed the issue of maximising the value of the
development of business and commercial skills within SouttState’s South-East forests. The report contained a number of
Australia’s horticulture industries and taking advantage ofecommendations, one of which was the need for a clear
industry development opportunities. As | have said in theolicy on the clearing of scattered native trees. Will the
House recently, one of the things we have to realise in Soutllinister detail the cost of this report?

Australia is that opening up new areas to horticulture, in - The Hon. R.G. Kerin: The report was commissioned by
tandem with the fact that our horticulturalists are becominghe Premier and Cabinet and held within that portfolio, so |
alot more productive, really means that production levels araave never had to sign off on the cost and am not aware of
increasing rapidly. That requires that we find markets for thajvhat it was.

produce. If we do not open up new markets, that produce will  pMr FOLEY: 1 would have thought that a copy of such an
be dumped on the local market, which will mean lessefmportant report on such an important part of the Minister's
returns for everybody because of lower prices. | have Sa'g/ortfolio would be provided to him or his predecessor. |
before that we can no longer look at Asia and the expoRyould be very surprised if the department did not know the
opportunities purely as an opportunity but as an absolutggst of it.

necessity. The Industry Development Board is examining The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Certainly | have read the report a

some of the issues that need to be addressed to make sure {&je times and we have acted on the recommendations that
that horticultural export goes up as quickly as we ar&yere made, but | have never seen a copy of the cost of the

increasing production. report. It was commissioned by the Premier and Cabinet, so
Mr ANDREW: | refer to the Program Estimates | aFr)n not sure what the cost wgs. '

(page 440) with respect to the papaya fruit fly eradication Mr FOLEY: Will the Minister take that on notice and ask

program. | understand the South Australian Government hac?fficers of his department to obtain that figure from the

made a financial commitment to a national program 'F(bepartment of the Premier and Cabinet and provide it to the

eradicate the papaya fruit fly after it was first discovered e ommittee?

Cairns a little over two years ago, in 1995. What is the ) . .
current status of the program, and how does the Minister "€ CHAIRMAN: The Chair rules that question out of
expect South Australia to benefit from it? order. If itis funded out of Premier and Cabinet, the questions

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Papaya fruit fly was detected in must be asked during the examination of the vote concerning

the Cairns area in October 1995. It is a serious fruit fly andDremler and Cabinet. . . . .
has a wide range of hosts, including all tropical fruits, citrus, Mr FOLEY: Onapoint of order, Sir: the fact is that this
stone fruits, pomefruits and many vegetables, including€POrt was paid for by Government and was of benefit to the
tomatoes and capsicums which are important to us. Department of Primary Indust'rles. I would not have thqught
To date, only one outbreak of papaya fruit fly has beerf Was a great drama for an officer of that department simply
detected outside the quarantine zone in north Queensland, affyfing an officer in the Premier's Department and get us a
that occurred at Mount Isa in February 1997 following theNUmber. We could put the question on notice next Tuesday,
detection of five male flies in that area. A national approaci@d that will cost $20 of public money to process. | thought
has been undertaken by the Commonwealth, all States and tHéS Might be an easier way to do it. _
Northern Territory to minimise the spread of the papaya fruit The CHAIRMAN: | accept the member for Hart's point,
fly. These measures include stringent quarantine measuresiHt the honourable member knows that there are rules for
the quarantine zone, approved quarantine treatments f&stimates Committees and that this place is governed by the
movement of host produce and intensive trapping of papayrélles. We are examining certain ||nes.. |.n answer to.a queSthn
fruit fly in other areas of Australia. Following an initial from the honourable member the Minister has said that this
suppression and containment program in the areas whef®es not come under any of one of those lines. Certainly if
breeding populations have been identified (Cairns, Mareei€ Minister wishes to convey that information to the
and Mosman), a technical assessment including a cost bendtenourable member privately he may do so, but the question
analysis by ABARE indicated that a full scale eradicationiS Not permissible as part of the Estimates Committee
program for papaya fruit fly was feasible. examination. As th_e honourable member hlm_self points out,
The eradication attempt which is in its second year andl€ has other parliamentary avenues to quite legitimately
which involves both male annihilation and baiting programsPursue that. If the Parliament chooses to pay $20 for him to
is reported to be progressing well. ARMCANZ recently €xercise his dem.ocratlc. right, that is entirely the busmess'of
approved the establishment of a secure factory to produd8e officers of this Parliament. We have rules and we will
sterile papaya fruit fly at the rate of 125 million a week. Stick to them.
These flies will be used as a wide area treatment, particularly The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: On a point of order, Sir,
in inaccessible areas such as world heritage rainforests. Souttpoint out that no Standing Order prevents the Minister
Australia’s contribution to the five year program to date hasaying that he will find out and provide the answer, when he
been $575 000 in 1995-96 and $743 000 in 1996-97. Therovides all the other answers he takes on notice. That is done
current estimate for 1997-98 is $1.5 million, which will be by every other Minister; | am not sure what the drama is here.
subject to Cabinet approval. Some people might ask why we The CHAIRMAN: Since the member for Giles is
are spending money in Queensland on fruit fly eradicationquestioning the Chair, | point out that in listening to the
The obvious answer to that is that it will be a lot easier to tryEstimates Committees | have not heard Ministers undertake
to eradicate it in that area than forever trying to fight it onto get answers in connection with matters that were the
home saoil. responsibility of other Ministers. Certainly, they provide
Mr FOLEY: | draw the Minister's attention to forest answers if they fall within their portfolio area but, as to the
services, and | refer to page 448 of the Program Estimatematter of cost, on two instances today the Minister said that
| note that the Government has received a report from thé does not fall within his portfolio area. If he wants to
Forest Review Steering Committee. Among other things, therovide anybody with that information privately, he is
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entitled to do so. That s his business: itis not the business dfom the 1996-97 estimate. What does that significant

the Committee. increase mean?

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: It is his portfolio. The CHAIRMAN: Has the member for Hart finished his
Somebody could be helpful and say they will find out for himquestion?
and respond before the deadline. Mr Foley interjecting:

The CHAIRMAN: | have made aruling. | suggestwego  The CHAIRMAN: The honourable member was adding
on with questions. comment.

Mr FOLEY: |am happy to move on, Mr Chairman;you  The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Did the honourable member give
are obviously enjoying your day of authority. a page number?

The CHAIRMAN: Was the member for Hart reflecting ~ Mr FOLEY: From memory, page 438.
on the Chair? The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Is the member for Hart talking

Mr FOLEY: | was just making a statement, Sir: you seemabout this year’s estimate compared with last year's?
to be enjoying your moment of authority. | thought thatwas Mr FOLEY: The 1997-98 estimate compared with the
a statement of fact. If you are not enjoying it, please tell us1996-97 estimate which, Minister, you overshot. | think that

| apologise if you are not enjoying it. was due to some pretty sloppy management of your minister-
The CHAIRMAN: | did not ask the member for Hart to ial budget. _ o
apologise: | asked him to ask a question. The Hon. R.G. Kerin: No. The situation is that the

Mr EOLEY: | understand that the Government has hadeception area on the seventeenth floor of the Grenfell Centre
some sort of consultative process on this issue. Will thavas shared between my office and the offices of the Chief

Minister detail the progress of this policy and the results fromfExecutive and other senior PISA officers. That set up was not
the consultative process? satisfactory and we therefore transferred the reception
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | take it that the honourable POsition from the PISA area to the Minister’s office. There

member is talking about the forestry review and that this i¢vereé some very good reasons for that, namely, public
a follow-on question. | have no sensitivity whatsoever abouttéraction. .
the cost of the forestry review, but it is the responsibility of ~ The CHAIRMAN: Does the member for Hart wish to ask
the Premier and | really do not know the cost. The Forestrj Supplementary question? .
Review Steering Committee recommended a major expansion Mr FOLEY: Yes, Sir. Does that mean that anyone calling
in the area of plantation over the next 20 years, and itis seep the Department of Primary Industries comes through the
that this will support the economic development of the SouthMinister’s office?
East and the maintenance of world scale wood processing The Hon. R.G. Kerin: No. After much playing with
plants which will appear to require increasing volumes of logtelephones, I think we have all that sorted out.
The Government supports the recommendation, which An honourable member interjecting:
proposes that PISA Forestry should double its rate of MrFOLEY: | am interested. Like the member for
plantation expansion of radiata pine to 1 500 hectares péviacKillop, | used to work in that office and it seemed to
year. On the very important question of consultation, a lot ofunction well.
consultation occurred throughout the process. Dr lan An honourable member interjecting:
Ferguson conducted a significant amount of consultation with  Mr FOLEY: Only once.
the major players in the South-East, and we have received An honourable member interjecting:
quite a bit of comment since. Mr FOLEY: Probably not, but hopefully officers in the

A range of recommendations were made. It was not @epartment would have removed those yellow stickers.
controversial report, as such. Most of the feedback from it The Hon. R.G. Kerin interjecting:
was quite positive and certainly led to the Government's Mr FOLEY: | am also appealing to the guys sitting
reaffirming its commitment to the South-East and the timbebehind you, Minister.
industry. There are no real outstanding issues that have not The CHAIRMAN: Instead of the member for Hart asking
been addressed. One issue relates to what we do ab@#ople to do jobs for him, I direct him to ask a question.
scattered trees. The member for Hart would not be surprised Mr FOLEY: Will the Minister detail the number of
to know that my officers are working very closely with the overseas trips he has undertaken as part of his portfolio, the
Conservation Council in an effort to formulate guidelines thaihumber of departmental officers who travelled with him and
are acceptable broadly within the community to try to solvethe cost of those trips? | am happy for that question to be
some of the problems we come across. Much consultation hasken on notice.
occurred and the review has been very useful as far as setting The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Yes, we will do that.

a future direction. - o _ Mr FOLEY: As a supplementary question, could the
Mr FOLEY: | think this is my second question becauseMinister also state whether parliamentary secretaries
the others were supplementary. accompanied him on any of his overseas trips and, if so, were

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable member cannot haveany of their costs met by the department or his ministerial
two supplementary questions. The honourable membéine?

cannot have an opening question that is supplementary. The Hon. R.G. Kerin: The answer is, ‘No'.
Mr FOLEY: No, Sir, | said that this is my second  Mr FOLEY: May | now ask my third question, Sir?
question from my bracket of three. The CHAIRMAN: The honourable member has asked

The CHAIRMAN: In this instance, the Committee will three questions.
indulge the member for Hart and trust him. The honourable Mr FOLEY: That was a supplementary question to my
member can ask his second question. second question.

Mr FOLEY: I note that the recurrent expenditure forthe  The CHAIRMAN: | can count, but the Committee will
Minister and the Minister’s office has increased by $43 00Gallow the honourable member to ask as many more questions
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as he wishes. If the honourable member wants to impinge aappropriate way to phrase the question, so that it is not an
the member for Ridley’s time, he may ask his next questionadversarial attack on the Minister.

Mr FOLEY: | raise an issue that has obvious interestto The CHAIRMAN: The member for Hart would be aware
me as the shadow Minister for Information and Contracthat Speaker Peterson was very strict on that ruling. | direct
Services. Under the EDS contract, is the Minister's departthe question to the Minister.
ment now paying less for information technology services The Hon. R.G. Kerin: We all know where the member
this financial year than it has in previous financial years? for Hart is coming from. The answer is that we are happy

Mr LEWIS: To which page and line does the honourablewith the contract and, as the honourable member is aware, the

member refer? contract has resulted in large savings to Government. While
The CHAIRMAN: We ask members to announce pageit may on the surface look as though some agencies are
and line references. paying more, the honourable member is well aware that in the
An honourable member interjecting: past some capital costs were borne by Government. The
Mr FOLEY: Exactly; computers are in all functions of honourable member is well aware of that and has probably
Government. heard that answer many times. A lot of the costs did not pass
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | will ask the Chief Executive through agencies’ books. Agencies’ costs did not always
Officer to respond. include depreciation, the cost of capital or asset replacement.
Mr FOLEY: | refer to page 449. In the past, those costs were met by Treasury and Finance

and, as mentioned, are currently supplemented to agencies.

Mr Mutton: The Department of Primary Industries is . .
paying more for its computing than it was, but clearly there” addition, Treasury has paid the cost of Southern Systems,

are some understandable reasons for that, including the f \M"Ch wakl)sl part ofl;he ?vera}flltcostﬂc])f data'pioces?ﬂg. Forthe
that, until that point, PISA was on cash accounting terms an onourable member 1o put together a picture of how many

the depreciation content of that was not included in the cost&dencies have paid more does ignore the central costs picked

The cost of the contract for PISA is $1.417 million and, as'P by Treasury and Finance before and does not provide a

with most other agencies, some increases in service have b e rﬁile(k:)tlortl bOf tthheEtgtgl whtole tOf Government benefit
asked for and provided by EDS since the contract was put i rought about by the contract.

: : . Mr FOLEY: The question is: was it or was it not a good
place. Obviously that would increase the cost of computin - . .
to the organisation which would have occurred in othe ontract? Thr_oughthe Minister, is Mr Mutton happy with the
circumstances. operational side of this contract?

MrFOLEY: As a supplementary question, is the The Hon. R.G. Kerin: That was the fifth supplementary

department paying more this year? The Minister for Infor-quehj:'ggfgg_thgu?ﬁ;’vﬁzj';c;:engs not saving that
mation and Contract Services acknowledges that that may Th CHAII§MAN' | think the honour lgll ?n mb_r h
well be the case for a number of agencies, but they will b%xhauested that line ' € honourable member has
EﬁgpdegyuPhgonrgtnggtssum{og éhtﬁ g I;f;:f Q Zi.dsgr’li tg;zs m%’ Mr FOLEY: The Minister is reluctant to allow the Chief

. . xecutive Officer to speak.
glrl]%d d%yy%lrjeérgr?g&fsvrﬂﬁ r,grt]ggg]v-ig\?vz,s,ury' Has that occurre The CHAIRMAN: The member for Hart well knows the

Mr Mutton: The answer is ‘Yes'. there has been anprocedures of this Committee. The Minister is under examin-

; tion. The Minister has his officers here to assist him. The
allocation from Treasury to cover those costs that were noﬁ1

. . o - ember for Hart is on very dangerous ground to imply that
covered in relation to deprematlo_n aspects and related ISSUgS,. way the Minister answgrs qugstions % anything otﬁgr than
MLFOI‘EY Are you now saylnt%thatt;hegol:lars youare ynat which is allowed by the rules. | also draw the honourable
spenaing this year aré no more than th€ doflars you Werfye npers attention to the fact that repetition is against

spending before the EDS contract and after the top Upfror§tanding Orders. Members will find that that series of

? . . S i
Treasury: questions was answered this morning, if not by the Minister

Mr Mutton: Apart from the fact that additional services o, by Mr Mutton, and that therefore the question was
have been provided as necessary as part of the contract. etitive '

are paying for those additional services over and above the "o Hon. R.G. Kerin: The member for Hart is a bit testy:
negotiated co_ntract. _ o 1« it . itisthe middle of the football season. To satisfy the member
Mr FOLEY: Are you happy with the contract? Is it @ for Hart, | will allow the Chief Executive to answer the
good contract? question.
The CHAIRMAN: The member for Hart will speak * \r Mutton: | am quite comfortable with the quality of
through the Chair, and he will not ask an indeterminate;gpyices that we are getting from EDS; they have been

number of supplementary questions. continually improving. There were some early issues in
Mr FOLEY: May | finish this line? relation to satisfying some of the variations that were
The CHAIRMAN: Yes. requested for work in the agency. The relationship between
Mr FOLEY: Implementation wise, do you think itis a EDS and primary industries is very good. We have been in

good contract for your agency? a situation of continual improvement in the work that is being
An honourable member interjecting: performed for the organisation, and in a brand new, signifi-

Mr FOLEY: It is a good question. He is the Chief cant sized contract that is understandable.
Executive Officer. | am asking you whether you like the EDS ~ Mr LEWIS: | refer to page 440 of the Program Estimates
contract or not. and to the heading ‘Agricultural Industries’. | know that the
Mr LEWIS: |always believed that it was appropriate for Eyre Peninsula community is very interested in the improve-
members to address their questions through the Chair and nmients taking place on the site of the Minnipa research centre
use second person pronouns such as ‘you’, but ratheand the proposed improvements, because people believe that
‘Mr Chairman, is the Minister happy with’. That is the it will help boost the productivity of the region; indeed, so do
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my constituents, because there are obvious similarities in saihight as a community get somewhere in our assessment of
types and climate between Minnipa and the Murraylands ankdow to get better results and the prosperity we so ardently
the Mallee. | therefore see those prospective benefits. Whaeek from our public outlay. | therefore seek from the
is involved exactly, and what progress is being made? Minister greater elaboration about those programs and the
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | agree that what happens at benefits they bring for the costs incurred?
Minnipa has an influence on all dry land cereal farming The CHAIRMAN: While the Minister is responsible for
throughout southern Australia. Cabinet has approved theertain things, | do not think that he is responsible for the
injection of $500 000 into the research centre as a majograce of God, the sun and the rain. It was kind of the
upgrade. The GRDC has allocated $300 000 to the upgrad®nourable member to allude to those things, but | will ask
as well as $1 million over five years for salaries and operatinghe Minister to answer for those parts of his portfolio for
funds for a major expansion of the research effort in the lowvhich he is responsible.
rainfall cereal farming zone. The University of Adelaide has The Hon. R.G. Kerin: It does not stop me from getting
also seen fit to contribute $100 000 to the upgrade. Ahe blame for some of those factors, | might add. The
management committee with representatives from théonourable member is correct. This morning we had some
community, PISA, SARDI, the university, GRDC and the return on investment-type figures in the SARDI estimates
Eyre Regional Development Board has been formed tabout the returns for research that has taken place. That
oversee the development of the centre as a centre fatearly illustrates that the money that is put into research in
excellence in low rainfall dry land farming research. Theagriculture returns very good dividends, and that applies to
inaugural meeting of that management committee was helldorticulture and other primary industries as well. The
on 9 May. honourable member was also correct in emphasising the
Eyre Peninsula produces about 40 per cent of the Statelsipact of new technology on the grains industry and how the
wheat and 25 per cent of its barley, and we are looking atate of uptake of new technology has a lot to do with the
agricultural production from the region amounting to aboutincreases in production that are achieved. Over the past 10
$450 million annually. If the national productivity improve- years South Australian cereal, pulse and oil seed producers
ments in the cropping industry of 4 per cent per annum coulthave increased their production from about 3.6 million tonnes
be translated to Eyre Peninsula, it is estimated that the regigrer annum (with a value of $600 million) to 5.9 million
could produce an additional $18 million annually. Southtonnes per annum (with a value of $1 billion), which is a
Australia will also enhance its high profile status in agricul-large increase.
tural research and development in low rainfall environments. While the area sown to broad acre grain crops has risen
The upgrade of infrastructure at the centre will comprise thdrom 2.8 million hectares to 3.2 million hectares, the principal
establishment of new office and laboratory facilities to hous@eason for the enormous increase in production has been
20 personnel; modification of existing buildings to create efficiency, not the actual area put in. The ability of farmers
farmer information centre with facilities for group meetingsto understand the factors limiting crop yields and to introduce
and conferences; accommodation for visiting research technology to overcome these yield limiting factors has
scientists and students; a glasshouse; and materials handlingen significantly enhanced by a range of PISA programs,
and storage facilities. An architect was appointed in April toincluding Topcrop, LentilCheck and Right Rotation. The
draw up plans for the new facilities, and it is expected thaRight Rotation program has been delivered through the
tenders will be called for shortly. agricultural bureau movement and facilitated by PISA
The cooperative nature of the proposal, with participatioragronomists and field crop development officers. Following
from the rural community, industries, State and universityfrom the successful 1996 weed management workshops,
bodies, will provide a sound foundation for an exciting futurewhich reached 2 000 farmers, Right Rotation in autumn 1997
in the development of South Australian agriculture. addressed the critical production issues of seeding rates and
Mr LEWIS: Given that a good part of the Minister's time of sowing.
answer related to grain farmers, | ask the Minister to elabo- Across the South Australian grain belt, 1 000 farmers
rate further. Grain farmers across the Murraylands and thearticipated at 60 workshops. Rotation planning will feature
Mallee frequently tell me how they are getting improved cropat the 1997 winter workshops, with the emphasis being placed
yields and increased grain production from the same inputgn agronomic principles along with the use of rotation gross
whether it be by the grace of God, the rain and the sun or bgnargins to analyse and plan crop sequences. Topcrop is a
what they procure and invest at their expense. When | askddrmer group based crop monitoring service addressing grain
them about that | found that the introduction of new tech-ndustry development opportunities, new crops and improved
niques has been crucial in their success. | commend peopégronomic practices. This service has been well supported by
such as Tom Davidson, who works in my electorate, and@00 grain farmers in 70 groups across the South Australian
other agronomists around the State on the way in which thegrain belt. Electronic information systems are providing
are field testing and promoting the information from researctiarmers and agribusiness better access to vital information
work conducted in facilities such as that at Minnipa. technology for running their businesses, and PISA is at the
I understand that PISA's TOP CROP, the ‘Right Rotation’forefront in developing this technology for the benefit of
programs and the electronic information services aré&outh Australian farmers. | see a great future for electronic
significant contributors and are very effective vehicles forinformation systems for farmers in the rural community.
getting farmers to adopt this new technology. What further Increasingly, the availability of hardware is not the
information can the Minister provide about what he thinks islimitation. Farmers are purchasing computers (with a
the estimate of costs to benefits in that, if we do not do thatCD-ROM and access to the Internet) and fax machines that
we cannot make comparisons between how we spend tlemable them to take advantage of the wide range of relevant
money in this portfolio area compared with other portfolioup-to-date information that can be provided by electronic
areas? We do itin PISA, but not all other portfolios come ugnformation systems. One of the things that many people in
with that cost to benefit. If we make some point about it, wethe metropolitan area might not realise is just how farmers
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over the past decade or so have seen changes in opportunég. grasshoppers, this spring and summer, and by what
| think that the general perception of farmers is that they mayechniques will the Government be attacking the problem?
see change as a threat. They have certainly seen change as afhe Minister gave us a figure of some millions of dollars
opportunity and they have embraced that opportunity. Wehat were to be spent, and | would like that figure to be
talked before about the number that have taken advantage wfatched against the likely loss to the State’s economy if we
our RAS training programs. We are getting to the stage wherdo not get on with it and make sure we control them. In what
that has been around for only a few months and already aboateas will we have to spend it? We would already know
one in five South Australian farmers have taken part in somehere the egg beds were, | guess. What is it likely to cost us,
form of training under that scheme. Having a receptiveand what will happen if we do not?
audience such as that does make it easier for PISA to get The Hon. R.G. Kerin: We are looking at a cost of about
uptake of new technology, and that will see our primary$750 000 and that will cover about 35 000 hectares of locusts.
producers go from strength to strength over the next decad8urveys were conducted by PISA across known critical areas
Mr LEWIS: Based on that, and going laterally, would the during the autumn. The surveys, coupled with information
Minister mind helping us all get the message across aboditom landholders (which is always very important to us) and
what does happen in the rural industries and rural anérom the Australian Plague Locust Commission, have shown
regional communities to those who have urban lifestyles byhat there is the potential for locusts and grasshoppers to
perhaps providing for the Committee—taking this questiorcause significant damage to large areas of the State this
on notice—the amount of dollars (or the percentage of Statspring. The threat comes from three sources. Locusts mainly
revenue collected from State taxes that is appropriated for tHeom New South Wales flew into the central and southern
purposes of PISA) in comparison between South Australigklinders Ranges and the eastern edge of the Eyre Peninsula
perhaps a smaller State (Victoria), one about the same siziiring March. Within certain northern agricultural districts
(Queensland) and a bigger State of about the same populatiommbers of locally bred locusts built up following the
(Western Australia) in each of the financial years of, saysummer thunderstorms. In addition, a series of grasshoppers
1965-66 (30 years ago), 1985-86 (10 years ago) and lagtas present last spring and caused significant damage to
year—and the Minister might like to drop in 1990-91 too ascountry on the edge of agricultural land in locations from
he goes past—and put that in a tabulated form with a synopsBurra up to Orroroo.
in precis (of what he has just given to the Committee) on the No matter what their source, all these locusts and grass-
South Australian Government’s Internet home page, so thdttoppers have laid eggs, and it is the hoppers that emerge from
those people who are couch potatoes, who just browse thieese that will create the problems starting in October.
Internet and from time to time visit our home page, gain arinformation coming into PISA has been sifted and a map
appreciation of how much we do in comparison with othemproduced showing where locusts will be in damaging
communities of the States of Australia and results we achieveumbers this spring. This shows the threat is most concen-
with limited funds for the general levels of prosperity of all trated in the agricultural and pastoral areas of the southern
South Australians. Flinders Ranges and eastern Eyre Peninsula over an area of
If the Minister would be kind enough to do that, it would about 160 000 hectares, which is similar to what occurred in
be quite a step forward in the use of information technologyl979. A feature of this year’s infestation is the presence of
as well as getting a wider public appreciation. Would thelocusts that are already in agricultural areas. If left un-
Minister mind having a shot at that? checked, all these locusts have the potential to damage
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | can have more discussion with ripening broad acre crops. They attack cereals such as wheat
the honourable member about what is required and attempnd barley by nipping the heads off the stalks, resulting in
to put the information together. | see what he is getting atnothing to harvest. Left unchecked, the locusts will eventually
and we would now have to include PISA and SARDI to domigrate southward and cause damage in the winemaking
the proper comparison further back. | have spoken to thareas of the Clare Valley and could reach the horticultural
honourable member about this before. We really need to gebne around Adelaide. The eventual size of the problem will
the message across to the general public about the contriboet be known until the end of October.
tion that primary industries make to the State. We are making In 1991, in order to improve management of locust control
people more and more conscious that nearly 60 per cent gfograms, PISA officers wrote a contingency plan, and that
the State’s exports come out of the primary production areawill be the basis of the planning for this season. Since there
Itis interesting that, just recently, one small initiative of PISA are many separate threads to draw together requiring a long
was to do an exercise with Hungry Jack’s, where tray linerd¢ead time, a planning committee will first meet in June. The
included some information about where the actual productslements of the contingency plan include letting contracts for
came from and how the produce served there was nearly athemical supply, spray plane and vehicle hire, employing
South Australian. casual labour and building communication systems as well
The reaction to that has been very positive. A lot of ouras working out the details of day-to-day operations. The most
younger generation does not even think that the burger comeifficult aspect of the planning is to say how big the program
from the cow but think that it just comes out of the oven.will be. As | said, initial estimates indicate the cost at about
There is an educational process, and we will do whatever w750 000 allowing for the treatment of approximately
can to help with that. 35 000 hectares of locusts. That is based on an eight-week
Mr LEWIS: | have a question in relation to something thecampaign using three core staff and four two-person teams.
Minister had to say in his opening remarks, that is, the PISA has a contingency fund from which to draw the costs
perennial problem that does not always arise on an annuaf the program. The chemical use comes from the family of
basis but will really chew us up if we do not pay attention toorganophosphates. Fenitrothion, as with most sprays, is
it, and that is the problem of locusts (page 440 in the Progrardangerous to people in its concentrated form in the drum.
Estimates). Will the Minister tell us more about the likely Careful procedures have been and are still being developed
losses if we do not control plague locusts, sometimes knowto make handling the chemical safer and to ensure we
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minimise environmental damage. However, itis still poison- Ms HURLEY: | am referring to the situation applying
ous and every care is to be taken to prevent poisoning argenerally within the department in terms of assets.
off-target damage. Careful and adequate planning, an The Hon. R.G. Kerin: All that is listed in respect of
adequate budget and, above all, a cooperative effort betwe@hant, equipment, motor vehicles and vessels is $40 000,
landholders, apiarists, aquaculturists and PISA people, whahich really is not significant.

must all do their bit, should result in a successful control  Ms HURLEY: The Minister mentioned forestry, but is
program. | know that the level of cooperation we have hadny property involved?

from landholders in the past who were willing to geton their  The Hon. R.G. Kerin: No, there is no property planned
bike to go and look has been very good, and we look forwargy, ggje.

to that cooperation again this year. Ms HURLEY: | refer to the Estimates of Receipts and
Mr LEWIS: | know the Minister is not old enough t0 payments, page 249. The contribution from the Common-
remember, but his records would show that in the late 1940gealth under recurrent receipts was estimated last year to be
we had a severe plague in South Australia and would shows3g 000. The revised figure was $1 983 000 and the estimate
also the percentage damage done by those swarms as thgy 1997-98 is $2 023 000. Given that the Federal Govern-
moved across the settled areas of the State and destroyediggnt seems to be decreasing its budget outlays, can the
much of the State’s agricultural and horticultural production jinister say why an increase is expected in the budget year
If that were to be in percentage terms converted this springng what programs this will be expended on?
and summer to this State’s economy, will the Minister take The Hon. R.G. Kerin: These are always estimates

on notice a question to quantify, in terms ?f billions Of because they are bids for projects, and we may or may not get

dollars, how much would be lost to the State’s economy iy nging for those bids. The figure that is out of sorts is really

very short order if we allow them to get on the wing? the estimate for last year, which was less than $1 million.
The CHAIRMAN: Does the Minister recall or does he Because of our success with the bids that we put up for

want to take it on notice? S research funding, we received just under $2 million. We have
Mr LEWIS: Ido not mind if the Minister is within 20 per - hased our estimate more on what we received last year than
cent of accurate. on last year’s estimate. It was a good result for us that we

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: The member for Ridley is correct were able to get that extra funding, but that figure of just
in saying that | was not around in the 1940s. | will see whatunder $2 million is an estimate until we know whether or not
information is available concerning the level of damagewe are successful with bids for research money as the
Obviously from the severity to which the honourable membefinancial year goes on.
refers the actual costs would be in the hundreds of millions Ms HURLEY: Is that a continuation of current programs,
of dollars. However, we will see what is on the records ancr are you expecting some to drop and others to be taken up?
whether we can provide the honourable member with some The Hon. R.G. Kerin: There is a real mixture. Some
figures. programs drop off when they come to the end of their life and

Ms HURLEY: | refer to page 435 of the Program others start up. There is some core funding in that which is
Estimates and, in particular, to capital receipts, which havengoing, but we hope for some new funding of programs,
decreased from the revised figure of 1996-97 to the 1997-98articularly to replace those that drop off the other end.
year. Will the Minister detail the plant, equipment and  pMs HURLEY: | turn to page 440 of the Program
property currently owned by the Department of Primarygstimates. The Wool Industry Development Board has been
Industries SA that is considered surplus to requirement? appointed and is operating with the intention of setting

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister can take the question on strategic direction for the State’s wool industry. | believe that
notice. the Minister has indicated that plans are under way to create

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: To keep things moving we will more of these boards. Can the Minister confirm that and
take the question on notice and provide the honourablindicate the number of boards to be created and the cost
member with a considered reply. Capital receipts is not a bigssociated with the start up and maintenance of those boards?
part of our expertise. The CHAIRMAN: The Minister has already partially

Ms HURLEY: Inthat case | wonder whether the Minister answered that question.
would also note whether any of the services or property The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Five boards are envisaged, and
administered by the department will be contracted out ofvool and horticulture are already in place. The meat board
sold? will commence very soon, the field crops board is not far

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: The reduction in capital receipts away, but the seafood board will not commence until a bit
in 1997-98 compared with 1996-97 is mainly due to anlater in the year. The costs are within our industry develop-
expected decline in principal repayments of loans frorment budget and it is estimated that the total cost of those
farmers of $1.857 million, and with no anticipated forestryboards and their projects for the financial year will be in the
sales of assets there has been a reduction of $554 000. Thnge of $150 000.
situation involving loans has occurred because we have had The amount of time and effort that some of these board
a decreasing loan portfolio since the Rural Finance Departmembers are putting in should be acknowledged. We have
ment stopped providing loans, so that as loans are beingeen extremely fortunate in that we started at the top and
repaid fewer repayments are coming in. In addition, capitahpproached some very good people, and we were a little
sales out of forestry amounting to $554 000 last year argurprised at their willingness to give of their time and effort.

down to nil predicted for this year. Perry Gunner is the Chair of the Wool Industry Development
Ms HURLEY: What plant, equipment and property is Board and is doing a terrific job, putting enormous effort into
considered surplus to requirements? it. Perry Gunner is well and truly recognised as one of the

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Is the figure to which the honour- leading business people in South Australia, as is
able member refers $40 000? Dr Ed Tweddell, who heads up the horticulture board. With
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the calibre of person involved, we should be able to kickfocused. Only about 5 per cent of Australian pork production
some goals with these boards. is exported, but there is enormous potential for that market
Ms HURLEY: | refer to page 440 of the Program to grow. Significantly, half South Australia’s turn off of pigs
Estimates. We have had some discussion on papaya fruit flig slaughtered interstate, denying the State the benefit of value
but it is noted that there should be an upgraded mediadding to those carcasses. There are indications that the pork
program and sterile insect technique for fruit fly. This yearindustry is poised to make significant investment in South
there have been two outbreaks of fruit fly, one in Linden ParlAustralia, fuelled by growing demand for exports and a move
and one in Woodville North. One of the issues that remain$o have more locally grown pigs slaughtered in the State.
unresolved in this area is the policy behind the closure o6rowth in pork production requires an environmentally sound
country fruit fly stations for certain periods of the year. Canapproach to establishing large scale piggeries.
and can he eXp|aIn Why the fruit ﬂy station at Oodlawirra iSment of Housing and Urban Development, the Murray'ands
not open all year round? _ Economic Development Board and the South Australian
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | refer to an earlier statement that Farmers Federation and pig producers to develop a set of
we are committed to maintaining the fruit fly roadblock atgyidelines for the establishment of piggeries. The guidelines
Ceduna, which is very good news for that community. We argjeal with all the environmental issues connected with pig
dealing with papaya fruit fly in Queensland. Locally we arefarming and will be of enormous assistance to developers and
on the |00k0ut f0r two strains Of fI’UIt ﬂy Med|terranean fI’UIt |Oca| government p|anners When having to dea| Wlth new
fly, which comes from the west; and Queensland fruit fly,piggery developments. Primary Industries will also undertake
which comes from the other direction. Last year, when therg study of the lower Murraylands Southern Mallee region to
was an outbreak of Mediterranean fruitfly, it was pointed outdentify the most suitable locations for piggery and abattoirs
that it may have come through Oodlawirra, which is notdevelopment. This work will assist local authorities, primary
correct. Mediterranean fruit fly comes from the west, so it gofndustries and the Economic Development Authority attract
in somehow from that side. investment to South Australia by providing a clear picture of
_As far as Oodlawirra goes, we announced severahe region’s potential and, together with the environmental
initiatives in February 1996, and the Oodlawirra roadblockgyidelines, will reassure developers that South Australia has

was opened on a random basis for a 24-hour period during the supportive and predictable approach to pig industry
months of February and March. It was open for 24 hours ogjevelopment.

a total of 20 occasions during the trial period, and fruit fly Mr VENNING:

;?igsﬁgonzvﬁe;ecgﬁ%ﬁﬁe'g tf(r)gr;:Ztiincgrsl'Q(?eanrseigﬁlto?ft}]hﬁstimates. I understand that the Minister has recently signed
! 9 ; 9 gan & five year contract with Veterinary Pathology Services Pty
hours at Oodlawirra. A 24-hour program is currently runLtd, which is a private company, to provide veterinary

during the period mid-October to mid-March. This IDerIOOIdiagnostic services for the State veterinary laboratory, Vetlab.

corresponds to periods of peak vehicle movement through tl - -
NI . . ow will the Government guarantee that the contractor will
roadblock, together with high interception rates for infeste rovide high quality veterinary diagnostic services in a timely

fruit and a higher risk of establishment of fruit fly in backyard .
fruit in metropolitan Adelaide. g 9 and cost effective manr.ler? )

Mediterranean and Queensland fruit fly continue to be The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | agree with the honourable
major pest threats to our horticultural industries. TheMember's comments about the importance of this. The
and this is planned to continue in 1997-98. That is based ofProved efficiency and cost effectiveness is Government
a risk assessment basis of when we feel the chances of fr@licy. In line with this policy, Cabinet decided that the
fly coming through are highest. The honourable member alsBrovision of veterinary diagnostic services would be more
asked about the cost of eradication, and this year, which waPpPropriately provided from the private sector through a
a pretty good year regarding fruit fly, we spent aboutcontract provm_zler. The selection of t_he preferred contractor,
$100 000. Obviously, just extending the hours at Oodlawirrdvhich is Veterinary Pathology Services Pty Ltd, was made
will not stop fruit fly coming into South Australia. A whole fafter an exh{austwe evalua_t|on and selection process, _|nvoIv-
range of measures, both educational and quarantine, need®d key Primary Industries’ Department staff, private
be looked at. consultants and an independent senior officer of Agriculture

Ms HURLEY: Has there been an assessment of hoviNew South Wales with directly relevant experience.
much it would cost to run Oodlawirra around the clock all  The evaluation and selection process was subjected to an
year round? independent review by a Probity Auditor who reported

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Probably about $100 000 a year complete satisfaction with it. Vieterinary Pathology Services
extra would be a quick assessment of it. It is guessworkas an extensive history in the successful provision of
whether that would save any outbreaks in South Australiaveterinary diagnostic services and has the capacity to call
We spend a fair bit on fruit fly prevention, as well asupon a large number of specialist veterinary pathologists,
eradication. Whether we spend our dollars on education, acientists and technical staff in times of emergency. The
the airport, at the bus station, the railway station orcontractto provide veterinary diagnostic services which VPS
Oodlawirra is a value judgment. has signed is a comprehensive document which outlines in

Mr VENNING: | refer to the Program Estimates detail all tests and other services to be provided by it. It
(page 440). What developments are anticipated in the Soutibligates Veterinary Pathology Services to provide the
Australian pig industry, and how will primary industries services from the existing Vetlab site at Glenside, to define
assist in that? quality standards and to meet specific time requirements.

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: As the member for Custance Comprehensive reporting requirements are placed on the
knows, the pig meat industry is very much domesticallycontractor.

| refer to page 440 of the Program
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The contract requires the contractor to provide aninterim  Mr VENNING: | refer to the field crop or cereal industry
guality manual at the commencement date and to implemewtevelopment board, which the Minister also flagged in his
a specific quality assurance program to achieve ISA 9002 ariditial comments. Will the Minister give a specific date for
10S guide 25 requirements within 12 months of commencewhen he will announce that board and a rough idea of who
ment. While the contract allows for the subcontracting ofwill be on it (without naming any names)? Will there be any
some work by VPS, this can occur only with my specificrepresentation from his office, any of the grower organisa-
approval of both the test and service providers and will relatéions, marketing boards, grain handlers, or anybody else?
only to low volume, high cost tests where there is a substan- The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | am glad the honourable member
tial cost benefit from the subcontracting of those tests. Imloes not want me to name who will be on the board. We are
opting to contract Vetlab services, consideration has beeprobably not all that far away. We have been doing quite a bit
given to ensuring that a competitive market for the provisiorof work in identifying the best people and the best mix for
of veterinary diagnostic services continues to exist and wilthat board. Obviously we need a good mix of people who
additionally ensure that the Government meets its obligationsnderstand the growing, marketing and storage issues in the
to the national competition policy. grain industry. We also need people who may well be very

The PISA animal health branch is collocated in the Vetla00d business people in their own right but who come from
building at Glenside to facilitate contract management. A@utside the grain industry to provide some other perspectives
would be expected of such a contract, the directors have h&f What the grain industry can achieve. o
to provide various guarantees and insurances to come into 1he role or the aim of each of these boards is different.
effect should the contract fail, along with a wide range ofCertainly, the horticulture board has to concentrate on how
sanctions and remedies to be applied in that circumstance. Alscollects the production and gets it exported. | have just
far as the research aspects of Vetlab are concerned, | advidgscribed what the role of the wool board would be. Certain-
the honourable member that they do not form part of thdy: field crops are unlike horticulture, where we have to
contract. However, the opportunity has been taken to clarifollect the produce and export it. At the moment one thing we
further the roles of both Primary Industries South Australiado very well, particularly with cereals, is collect up and
and SARDI by effecting the transfer of relevant Vetlab€Xport the produce, but perhaps we do not get enough value

research staff to SARDI, thereby maintaining this capacity©r the producers or the State in value adding to that produc-
in South Australia. tion. The role of the field crops board is different from that

Mr VENNING: | again refer to page 440. In the of the horticulture board, in that it may be charged with

Minister’s detailed statement to the Committee, he referregorklng out ways of getting greater value by adding to

- . roduction or looking at what other production facilities are
to the industry development boards. What is the role of th eeded, such as extra malt houses or canola crushing plants.

V&?{%L?gg;gi%ggg l:isc}rréd;vtilgrp:]rgent boards, and what are the Mr VENNING: The _agreed Ff_ederaI_G_overnment sale of
) o AN announced today will mean big decisions for all sections
~ The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Certainly, the role of the boards of industry. Will these boards be involved in this process,
is to influence the strategic direction and the growth of theynce it has passed this House—and | presume that it will
primary industry sector in this State. Members of the currengass? Will these boards have direct input into this, and what
boards are skilled, and the Government believes that those Ygf|| be the Minister’s role in coordinating this very important
to come will be skilled and successful business people whgansition?
will make a visionary contribution and will resolve issues  The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Obviously the one board on which
which are confronting each of the industries. The Wooljs will have enormous impact is the field crops board.
Industry Development Board.has been meeting monthly SINCPerhaps it will affect the meat board to some extent, but
March. | am looking to that industry development board tocertainly the field crops board is the one on which it will
identify opportunities to develop further the market value ofrea|ly impact. | would not see this board as having a role in
South Australia’s wool, focussing on quality managementihat, \Working through the issues that affect the grain industry
product differentiation and marketing. The board has 3s really the role of SAFF, the Barley Board, the Wheat Board
partnership relationship with PISA. This is evidenced by thesnd SACBH. Obviously, what happens to the railway lines
fact that PISA is represented on the board and providegy South Australia is extremely important to the grain
secretarial support to the board. Having regard to theydustry in this State but, at the same time, the grain industry
expertise available to the board and to the department, PISAgi|| be absolutely vital to whoever buys AN. Anyone buying
Sheep indUStrieS program W|” genera”y be focused inSide thﬁN Would create a major problem for themselves by not
farm gate, and the board's program will generally be focuseghoking after or consulting extensively with the grain
beyond the farm gate. industry, given that it is such big part of the business.

As | mentioned, the Chairman of the wool IDB is Perry  The CHAIRMAN: | refer to page 440. The Minister may
Gunner. Perry has informed me that it is not the intention obe aware that one of the subsidiaries of Luminis at the
the board to spend a major portion of its time on planningUniversity of Adelaide has just developed a process for an
rather, it will contribute to PISA's strategic industry planning additional growth factor in pigs which is triggered by a
process. According to Mr Gunner, the board is developing anetallic element addition to the diet. In questioning, Luminis
project proposal aimed at getting producers and processostated that the technology would probably have to be sold
working together to market wool more efficiently and overseas, because the health requirements in Australia are
effectively. This will mean not necessarily an initial increasesuch that approving the meat would involve a fairly convo-
in price but more stability in marketing with long-term luted process. Would it be possible for the Minister’s
financial benefits and improved feedback to wool producergdepartment to look at licensing pig farmers with the new
The role of the Meat Industry Development Board, which istechnology solely to produce for the American market? It
yet to meet, is similar to that of the Wool Industry Develop-seems to me that, if this development occurred here and was
ment Board. not available for local consumption but was available for
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consumption on the American market, our farmers shoulthe member for Hart. | ask for the honourable member’s
grow the pigs and export the meat rather than export theooperation—

technology, because we will get less for the technology than An honourable member interjecting:

for the resulting meat products. Will the Minister have his  The CHAIRMAN: The member for Hart could not but
officers look at the matter? other members might, so | ask for his cooperation.

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: We will take that question on The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
notice. It was a wonderful question—I must commend you The CHAIRMAN: | have just admonished my colleague
on it—and we will try to get an answer for you. as | admonished him.

Mr FOLEY: Iturnto a subject whichis deartomyheart  The Hon. R.G. Kerin: As the honourable member might
and in which I have had a long and enduring interest, namelye aware, the licence figures have been set, but the buy-back
the Gulf St Vincent prawn fishery. | refer to page 443 of thejs done under negotiation between PISA Fisheries and
Program Estimates. How many hours were spentfishing thigreasury on an annual basis, and that has not yet been arrived
season—including searching for fish—and how many tonnegt. The consultation with Gulf St Vincent prawn fisheries is
of prawns in the specified target range were caught? Hown ongoing situation.
does that compare with Gary Morgan's predictions on the \r FOLEY: As a supplementary question, over recent
sizes caught? years how much of the debt has the department recouped?

The Hon. R.G. Kerin: The 1995-96 figuresindicate that ~  The Hon. R.G. Kerin: We would have to dig out those
the fishery produced 258 tonnes under the conservatiigyyres. | do not have them at my fingertips. | will take that
harvesting size strategy, a maximum of 34 days fishing angyestion on notice.
atarget size of 24 prawns or less per kilogram, which was \r FOLEY: Wil the Minister advise the Committee on
established by the Fisheries Management Committee. They eypenditure undertaken by this and all agencies under his
economic analysis of Dr Morgan's fishery model indicatedconrol with respect to consultants and consultancies and
that, at a level of production of 211 tonnes, licence holderg,qyertising and promotion for the past financial year? | am
would not have a sufficient income from fishing after tax topy 555y for that response to be provided at a later date.
meet their buy-back obligations. So, the figure is 258 tonnes o Hon. R.G. Kerin: We will take that question on
as against 211 tonnes. notice.

Mr Mackie: This indicates that the predictions that  \\  ANDREW: | refer the Minister to page 443 of the
Dr Morgan put together in his model are close to what ispoqram Estimates with respect to fisheries policy develop-

happening this season. . ment and, in particular, the 1997-98 target objectives. It is
Mr FOLEY: As a supplementary question: | refer to the giata:

g’?iuﬁroefftgf b%u¥bgicl:<k (;etr)'rt].elnr:?;\?sthitatrhsvmIﬂg’fglr ?ﬁenno:ﬁ et Conduct a review of recreational fishing in South Australia that
9 y pay year. 9 q%ill consider the associated social and economic benefits.

Committee as to what he intends to do about buy-back debt? . .
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: No, | cannot enlighten the With respect to the Murray River fishery, | have already

Committee on that. because it has not been decided formally conveyed to the Minister the concerns of a couple
Mr EOLEY: | ar'n sorry? ' of my Riverland constituents. The Minister would also be

ST aware that one constituent has written a number of letters to
msggﬁr;}mﬁ%z(ﬂn%u for the coaching from the table t_he Editor of the local press in this regard. Local re_creational
I am sure the Minister is quite capable of answering his OW fishermen feel they have not had the opportunity for full

8 : . . OWR onsultation with respect to the newly proposed river fishery
questions. If not, | am sure the Director will see fit to prov'demanagement plan. They feel they are being discriminated
him with some help.l . against compared with the professional river fishers. It is

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Hart will not opportune that | raise this issue this afternoon because,
comment on dialogue between the Minister and his adwserminister, you might be aware that some of your officers are
that is not ger.1eral!y done. in Waikerie this afternoon. It is unfortunate that my responsi-
Mr FOLEY: 1will choose to make comment on whatever jjivy today prevents my attending that meeting. Notwith-
I wish. ) standing that and without going into the specific concerns, it
~ The CHAIRMAN: The member for Hart will choose to s gyfficient to ask you, Minister, in general and broad terms,
listen to the rulings of the Chair. _ whether you believe that the Murray River recreational
MrFOLEY. Mr Chairman, | will comment as | see fit. fishers have had a fair go and whether they will get a fair go
If you are not satisfied with that you, of course, can take thgnger the proposed plans? What assurances can you, as

appropriate action. Minister, provide in this regard?
The CHAIRMAN: If the member for Hart wants me to,  The Hon. R.G. Kerin: The member for Chaffey has
I will. The member for Hart will ask his next question. raised this issue with me over the past few weeks. It seems

“MrFOLEY: Itis your call. As a supplementary question, we went a fair way with this plan and then suddenly, 12 or 15
Minister, you have said that you have not set a figure on thenonths down the track, we are hearing complaints of lack of
buy-back repayment. Why not? | find that an extraordinargonsultation, and that is one issue that will be sorted out at

admission by the Minister. that meeting today, which will go back through the level of
Members interjecting: consultation that has taken place. The draft plan for adjust-
The CHAIRMAN: That interplay on both sides is ment of the river fishery was released for public consultation

uncalled for. in April 1996. To provide a good opportunity for public
An honourable member interjecting: comment, the report was distributed to as many groups as

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Hart knows that possible who, we felt, would have an interest in the river
certain avenues are open to the Chair, which would be a grestsources and, in the context of the allegation that has been
inconvenience to all other members in this Committee excephade, | think it is important that these groups be listed.
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The report was distributed to all local governmentdepartment positioning South Australia to be a key player in
authorities that are adjacent to the Murray River; all commerthis important and rapidly developing food industry oppor-
cial licence holders in the river fishery; the Riverland Fishingtunity?

Club; the South Australian Field and Game Association; the The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Australia imported almost
Australian Nature Conservation Agency; the Murray-Darling$100 million of olive products in 1996, which included about
Basin Commission; the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander$90 million worth of oil. Oil imports have grown an average
Commission; the Department of Environment and Naturabf 15 per cent per annum for the past eight years, and inquiry
Resources; the Department of State Aboriginal Affairs; thdevels are extremely high. The olive industry is characterised
Gerard Aboriginal community; the South Australian Fishingby a predominance of small growers and processors; how-
Industry Council; and the South Australian Recreationakver, larger developments are now being considered—and in
Fishing Advisory Council. The report was also madethat way we can put a dent into the level of imports. Industry,
available to all people who requested a copy. with strong support from PISA, is developing the structure

A meeting was held in Renmark on 6 June 1996 at thend technical base required for a sustainable olive industry.
request of the Far West Anglers Association, which wag\t present, the focus is on high quality oil production to
asked to prepare a submission on behalf of the Soutteplace imports but with a view to export in the medium term.
Australian Field and Game Association and the Riverland he national olive variety assessment project is successfully
Fishing Club. The purpose of that meeting was to discuss anghder way. The project, jointly funded by David Kaholi (an
clarify the report and to provide an opportunity for represendisraeli nurseryman and investor), the Horticulture Research
tatives of relevant clubs and associations with an interest iand Development Corporation and PISA, is designed to
the river fish resources to present information that would bédentify the best varieties and production practices for
considered for the submission that was being prepared. | akwustralian conditions.
aware that an invitation to attend this meeting was extended The NOVA project has been run by an experienced PISA
to all local councils and interested people in the communitypfficer, funded through the Rural Industry and Assistance
and notes from that meeting indicate that 43 people attendeBevelopment Fund. The officer is also providing technical

Further, | have been advised that MrJohn Pressesupport for local industry associations and other olive
Principal Fisheries Manager from PISA Fisheries, andlevelopment projects. Related activities in oil quality
Mr Greg Wood, a member of the Inland Fisheries Manageresearch and DNA testing of varieties have been developed
ment Committee representing recreational fishing interest®y industry in collaboration with the University of Adelaide,
met with three representatives of the District Council ofPISA and SARDI. This work includes an examination of the
Waikerie on the afternoon of 6 June 1996. This meeting wawild olive population in the State for possible value to the
arranged by the council in response to an invitation by PISAndustry. The national strategic planning exercise initiated
Fisheries to discuss the report that had been distributed. | aamd supported by the South Australian industry, together with
also advised that, subsequent to this meeting, the Distri®ISA and the EDA, has been successfully completed. The
Council of Waikerie did not make a submission to the reportoutcomes include strategies to develop further effective

A similar invitation was extended to all local councils industry organisation, tackle quality issues, establish national
adjacent to the river. When public submissions closed on 2&search and development priorities, and prepare an industry
June 1996, a total of 13 responses, including one from thegaining and education program. PISA officers, working with
District Council of Loxton, had been received. TheseEDA staff, have been supporting and facilitating olive
responses were considered by the working group whdevelopment projects by overseas and local investors.
prepared the original plan, and a report was provided to me Mr ANDREW: | refer to development of the South
with the final recommendations for a plan to restructure thé\ustralian native food industry, an area in which | have a
river fishery. Membership of the working group included particular interest because there is a major new development
representatives from the commercial fishery, the Soutin the Renmark-Paringa area. With respect to page 440 of the
Australian Recreational Fishing Advisory Council, PISA Program Estimates, the Minister would be aware that native
Fisheries and SARDI. Foremost in the plan is the need téoods are a unique horticulture industry that offer an oppor-
ensure the sustainability of river fish stocks. tunity to establish new export food products out of South

The plan will provide greater management flexibility to Australia. How are the Government and his department
control commercial activity and catches during poor riversupporting, promoting and assisting this industry to become
conditions. A lot is being done to revitalise the river fisherya major player in South Australia?
and improve the reproduction of native fish species. The high The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Like the member for Chaffey,
numbers of juvenile and legal-size cod that are now evidennost rural members have a number of constituents who are
in the river reflect the high reproduction over the past fiveshowing an enormous interest in the native food industry, as
years due to favourable river flows and improved flood plairare some of the regional development boards. Itis an industry
management. | am confident that the changes that are beimgnich is growing rapidly. Predictions are that it has the
introduced in the commercial fishery will add to thesepotential to become a national industry worth about
improvements and will be beneficial to the management 0$100 million within three to five years. Industry organisation,
fish stocks for both recreational and commercial fishers. whether at a State or a national level, is poorly developed and

It is unfortunate that some of the accusations do not takquite fragmented. This presents a poor image and has led to
into account the amount of consultation that occurred lagbroblems in terms of access to research funds and commercial
year. Hopefully, the meeting in Waikerie this afternoon carfinance for projects which people have put up for consider-
sort out a lot of the outstanding issues. ation. Much of the native food industry is currently focused

Mr ANDREW: | refer the Minister to page 440 of the on gathering products from the wild. For it to become
Program Estimates. The Minister would be aware that theustainable in the long term and for it to produce competitive-
olive industry is an important horticultural growth industry ly priced products and consistent quality, there is a need to
in this State. How is the Government and the Minister'sadopt cultivation techniques for many native food species.
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Sustainability is also a concern from a natural resourceells me that to a very significant degree services are being
conservation perspective, and there are examples of unethigalduced or eliminated right across the board. The Minister
collectors causing permanent damage by over harvesting.would well know that more than anything regional South
The native food industry has a significant value-addingAustralia wants people spending money and buying services
component, and processing can provide significant employn rural communities and at least maintaining the level of
ment. Currently, there is a strong demand for productsactivity in those communities if not increasing it.
particularly on export markets, and industry is incapable of The opposite is the case. How many FTEs in Government
meeting that current demand. In November 1996 PISAr Governmentagencies, etc., are employed and now located
facilitated a workshop to identify critical success factors foroutside the metropolitan area, and how does that compare
development of the industry. The meeting drew togethewith the previous four financial years? | also point out to the
researchers, collectors, growers, nurserymen, processors avighister that | have not asked what the metropolitan numbers
food manufacturers with a view to developing an industrywere; therefore, it is not possible for me on the original
support group or network. The objective is for Southquestion to work out the percentages. | suggest that the
Australia to become the national centre of excellence foMinister listen a little more attentively.
native foods and to grow the industry to become a significant The Hon. R.G. Kerin: The lines to which the honourable
exporter. A further series of meetings has developed the coreember is referring are not included in this, in that this is
of an integrated industry network. The group is currentlypurely the community service obligation for the supply of
developing plans for the cooperative development ofvater in country areas at an equal price. The Premier is the
commercial products. PISA is facilitating development of thelead Minister with regard to regional development. In my
group, Native Foods South Australia, with logistical supportagencies, the honourable member has asked the questions that
and is potentially a partner in a specific industry developmenrite has referred to with respect to both SARDI and PISA. | do

project. not know whether or not he has asked each other Minister the
The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, | same question. Whilst | would be quite happy to see those
declare the examination of the votes completed. figures myself, the Premier is the responsible Minister and |

cannot make a commitment for him. It is not under the line
that is up for questioning.
The CHAIRMAN: | thank the Minister: | was just
checking the pages myself. | draw all members’ attention to
Minister Assisting for Regional Development and Smallthe fact that pages 63 and 257, the lines under examination,
Business—Other Payments, $70 840 000 are solely in respect of cash appropriated from the consolidat-
ed revenue accounts and the non-commercial sectors and they
The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments openare solely monetary amounts and concern only, as the
for examination. Does the Minister wish to make an openingMinister has pointed out, the SA Water Corporation subsidy
statement? for country users scheme. That is the matter on which
The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Yes. As the Minister Assisting for questions should be addressed.
Regional Development and Small Business, | am responsible The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Given that the Minister
for the community service obligation for water delivery andhas stated that he would like to see those figures that | have
waste water services to the country regions of South Austasked for—apparently | cannot ask for them here, or he will
ralia. This is an issue which demonstrates the State Goverpot respond—uwill he as Minister assisting the Premier in
ment’s and my commitment to people in regional areas. Theegional development ask the Premier for those figures of his
value of the community service obligation for the pricing of own volition, so that we can all have a look at them? In my
water and waste water services to country regions has beeiew, there is no more important question for South Australia.
estimated at $70.84 million. Country regions are those The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Obviously, the Premier is the lead
outside metropolitan Adelaide. The boundaries are th@finister for that area, and | cannot make a commitment for
western hills face zone, the Gawler River in the north anchim. The member for Giles has every opportunity to put that
Gulf St Vincent. question on notice in the normal way.
The Government is committed to supplying water services The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: But you don't care.
at standard rates throughout the country regions of the State. The Hon. R.G. Kerin: Of course | care.
The Government is undertaking a program of microeconomic  The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: You do not care. If you
reform, with particular focus on the delivery of services, tocared, you would ask him.
ensure that all South Australians receive the best value from Members interjecting:
public resources. However, the Liberal Government has Mr FOLEY: As the Minister would probably be aware,
guaranteed that regional water users will not be disadvan-take a special interest in water. How much will the price of
taged by this program and that there will be a standard rat@ater in the country increase during the next financial year?
for services. The implementation of the community service The Hon. R.G. Kerin: If the member for Hart had
obligation will be cost neutral to Government. The line forlistened, what | said was that the reason for this line in the
which | am solely responsible is the community servicebudget is actually to ensure that the country water price
obligation payment. While it is estimated at $70.84 million,remains at exactly the same level as the metropolitan water

that is to be negotiated between me and SA Water. price. As he knows, in early December each year the price of
The CHAIRMAN: Does the member for Giles wish to water is announced. What it means for this budget line when
make an opening statement? that price of water is announced in early December is that,

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Yes. Itis fair to say that despite some of the fear that has been put among country
this Government has been the most disastrous that | camsidents through certain processes, this guarantees—and it
remember in terms of regional South Australia. The Ministetis an important guarantee—country people the same water
referred to the delivery of services. Regional South Australigrice as applies in the metropolitan area.



24 June 1997 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 179

Mr FOLEY: | pity the poor country water users. In The CHAIRMAN: No, not the pong. The pong is just
regional South Australia that price has gone up 25 per cemratuitous. Let us get on with the question: it was a gratuitous
in the past 32 years, and we will be reminding every one ofemark.
the Government’s constituents at the next election, do not Mr FOLEY: [ willignore the member for Ridley: it is the

worry about that. That is 25 per cent in three years. best way to handle him.
Members interjecting: The CHAIRMAN: Do notignore the Chair: just ask the
Mr FOLEY: No, itis factual. question.
The CHAIRMAN: Will the member for Hart ask his Mr FOLEY: The point I am making is that, as this threat
question? of a gradual removal of that subsidy occurs over time, will

Mr FOLEY: It was the Government that chose to sell ourthe Minister explain to the Committee why he is leaving the
water to the French and British, and we have had four pric¢hreat of that eventual elimination of that cross-subsidy on the
increases, the big stink and who knows what else will occubooks of Government?

The Government has given us a great issue for the election The Hon. R.G. Kerin: | thank the member for Hart for
and we thank it for that. It is probably worth two or three what was a rather cryptic question. First, there are many

points. recommendations of the Audit Commission report that
The CHAIRMAN: If the member for Hart would ask Governmentdid not accept. Because some people have been
some questions on the line. out there scaring them, rural people have been looking for an

Mr FOLEY: |think we will even give Unley a nudge on assurance that they would not pay more for their water than
the water issue. On this community service obligation— people in the metropolitan area.

Mr LEWIS: On a point of order, | do not know whether ~ What better assurance than what we are doing in the
the Chairman took the same meaning as | took from thabudget? It locks away the community service obligation for
remark. That was, as | saw it, a direct threat to you as thene as the Minister Assisting for Regional Development and
Chairman of this Committee to intimidate you into agreeingSmall Business to purchase that community service obliga-
to allow the member for Hart to pursue a line of debate thation from SA Water. | would have thought that that was
was disorderly, if not out of order. As it was a threat to theterrific news for regional and rural South Australia, which is
Chair, | believe that he should apologise for having madexactly what it was looking for. They now know that they
such a threat and withdraw, at least. will not be paying more for water than people in the metro-

The CHAIRMAN: The Chair thanks the member for politan area are paying. | do not see the line that the member
Ridley for his concern. | had admonished the member fofor Hart seems to be taking. | know that water is an absolute
Hart and | hope that he was proceeding to ask a questiopassion of his—it is for most people at Port Adelaide—but
because if he persists with this line | certainly will demandthis is particularly important for people who live in the
that he withdraw. The member for Hart appears to be testingegional and rural areas such as the member for Giles. The
whether the Chair would like to name him. The Chair wouldhonourable member should be absolutely applauding this
not like to name him, but there are other courses of actiomove by the Government to lock away the guarantee that
open to the Chair that the honourable member would fingheople in rural areas will pay only the same as metropolitan

equally unpalatable. people pay for water.
Mr FOLEY: |wouldn't actually. You could name me and Mr LEWIS: Quite simply, the member for Ridley
put me out for 14 days. represents people who do not accept this policy, and on their

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Hart might find the behalf | make it plain that | do not. There are no circum-
Committee suspended until later this evening, and then h&tances in which | will ever agree that there ought to be a
would have to come back. And so would we all. requirement on my constituents to subsidise people living in

Mr FOLEY: |do apologise if the Chair took any offence Ceduna. Our water in the towns of Lameroo, Pinnaroo and
at my suggestion that the water issue of his Government wilParilla, in particular, would cost no more than 10¢ a kilolitre
cost him two or three percentage points in his election. Helivered to the home and factory meter, and it would not cost
apologise if that does the Chair any harm, and | did not meamuch more than that in the Lower Murray—none of which
it. is yet filtered,; it is last on the line—and in cases such as Swan

The CHAIRMAN: As the member for Hart would be Reach where there is neither filtered water nor adequate water
aware, we have done more harm by sitting here waiting fosupply, especially on a summer’s day, one day that school
him to ask a question, and | ask him to do so. will burn down. There are no circumstances, therefore, in

Mr FOLEY: On the question of water pricing in the which | would find any comfort whatever in this budget line
country, the Audit Commission report, shortly after theif it binds the people | represent to pay exactly the same as
Liberal Party came to Government, recommended that wdo people in the metropolitan area (who incur great costs to

should do away with cross-subsidisation. heave the mud as well as the water over the ranges before
The Hon. Frank Blevins: And the Government accepted they filter it) and people in Ceduna, Whyalla, Port Augusta,
it. the Mid North and Yorke Peninsula; it is grossly unfair.

Mr FOLEY: The Government accepted the report. The The CHAIRMAN: Does the Minister wish to reply to the
whole potential threat of the removal of cross-subsidisatiomember for Ridley’s statement?
hangs over every drop of water that comes out of a tap in The Hon. R.G. Kerin: It is a statement. | represent the
rural and regional South Australia. That threat hangs aboveeople of South Australia as a whole and certainly, if we were
them like the pong has hung across Adelaide for the pasb go to actual costing at each tap, it would seriously disad-

three or four months. vantage many South Australians. While | hear what the
Mr LEWIS: That is nothing to do with the line. member for Ridley says about his own area, as far as a policy
The CHAIRMAN: Itis on the matter of the continuation for South Australia goes | applaud the fact that rural commu-

of the subsidy. nities will not be paying more than people in the metropolitan

Mr LEWIS: The pong? area pay.
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The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, | the Government and Opposition members alike join with me
declare the examination of the vote completed. That conin that respect.
cludes the examination of all lines before this Committee for
which the Minister is responsible. On behalf of the Commit- ADJOURNMENT
tee | thank him and, through him, ask that he thank all his
officers who have attended during the course of the day for At 4.14 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday
the fullness and frankness of the answers given. | know th&5 June at 11 a.m.



