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gardens; the third relates to the EPA; the fourth area covers
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY biodiversity, and | have a question about recycling; the fourth
is about water; then a question about heritage; and then some
miscellaneous bits and pieces. | might have missed out
something, or have some things in the wrong area, butitis a

Friday 19 June 1998

bit hard to work out from the way the budget is structured.
ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | point out that it is up to
Acting Chairman: the Committee to determine the schedule, but does the
The Hon. R.B. Such Minister object to the honourable member’s suggestion?
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: We have no difficulty in attempting
Members: to accommodate the member for Kaurna and the elements
Ms F.E. Bedford about which he has spoken. They do, in effect, fall into the
Ms L.R. Breuer range of the identified portfolio units. When we reach that
Mr R. L. Brokenshire part of the portfolio, perhaps the honourable member could
Ms A.K. Hurley indicate the relevant sections about which he wishes to ask
Mrs K.A. Maywald guestions, remembering that heritage and biodiversity come
Mr G. Scalzi under the one unit. The honourable member might be able to
identify those units, because it makes it simpler for us to
The Committee met at 9 a.m. arrange the necessary expertise to be available. From what the

member for Kaurna has said, | do not think we will have too
much difficulty, as long as we can maintain the questions in
the unit areas.

Department for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal ~ The ACTING CHAIRMAN:  Does it suit the member for

Affairs, $97 235 000, Kaurna if the areas are grouped? _
Administered Items for Department for Environment, MrHILL: |am happy with that, if we can work it out.
Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs, $1 330 000 ~ The ACTING CHAIRMAN:  We will retain a degree of
Minister for Environment and Heritage—Other informality and flexibility but we need to address the
ltems, $2 645 000 particular lines and the categories for estimates. We will
proceed on the basis that we will be examining Aboriginal
Witness: affairs until approximately 10.15 with, once again, a little
The Hon. D.C. Kotz, Minister for Environment and flexibility; then we move on to environment and heritage,
Heritage, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. covering the areas that were just outlined, such as national
parks, the Botanic Gardens, the EPA, water issues, heritage
Departmental Advisers: and biodiversity. As the Minister indicated, it would be easier
Mr J. Scanlon, Portfolio Chief Executive, Department for for her staff if the groupings were largely maintained. | might
Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs. have missed a category, but is that generally agreed?
Mr D. Rathman, Chief Executive, Division of State  The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Yes.
Aboriginal Affairs. The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | remind members that, if
Mr D. Moffatt, Financial Coordinator. there are changes to the membership of the Committee, the
Mr R. Starkie, Executive Assistant to the Chief Executive.Chair must be notified, with the appropriate form. If the
Mr P. Campaign, Senior Project Officer. Minister undertakes to supply information at a later date, it
Ms C. Divakaran-Brown, Team Leader, Heritage andMust be in a form suitable for insertionltansard with two
Strategic Development. copies submitted no later than Friday 3 July 1998 to the Clerk
of the House of Assembly. | propose to allow the lead
Membership: speaker for the Opposition and the Minister to make an
Mr Hill substituted for Ms Hurley. opening statement, if desired, of about 10 minutes but no

longer than 15 minutes. | indicate that, as happened in another

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: My first task is to outline  Committee yesterday, with the consent of the Committee, if
the procedures. A relatively informal procedure will be someone wishes an opening statement to be included in
adopted. Members do not need to stand to ask or answetansardwithout being read, that is the prerogative of the
guestions. The Committee will determine an approximate&Committee; the Minister and others do not need to make an
time for consideration for proposed payments to facilitateoral statement. There will be a flexible approach to calling for
changeover of departmental advisers. Have the Minister argliestions, based on about three questions per member.
the Opposition spokesperson agreed on such a program?  Members may be allowed to ask a brief supplementary

Mr HILL: We have agreed on an allocation for Aborig- question to conclude a line of questioning, but any supple-
inal Affairs this morning. | have not agreed to the breakdowrmentary questions will be the exception rather than the rule.
from 10.30 a.m. onwards. The Minister’s suggested timetabl8ubject to the convenience of the Committee, a member who
breaks it down into bureaucratic elements which, in myis outside the Committee and who desires to ask a question
opinion, do not really relate to the budget. | suggest that wevill be permitted do so once the line of questioning on an
maintain some flexibility from 10.30 a.m. onwards and allowitem has been exhausted by the Committee. An indication in
examination to cross all the portfolio area because, after algdvance to the Chair from the member outside the Committee
it is only one portfolio. wishing to ask a question is necessary. Questions must be

I would like to talk about the figuring of the budget, trying based on lines of expenditure as revealed in the Estimates
to understand what the budget means, that is, looking at th&tatement. Reference may be made to other documents,
figures. The second area relates to national parks and botamicluding the Portfolio Statements. Members must identify
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a page number with the program and relevant financial papetmsed budgeting. One of the major tasks faced by agencies in
from which their question is derived. preparing for this year’s budget has been estimating the full

In order to expedite things, | will not be enforcing cost of delivery for each output class. In broad terms, the
absolutely strictly the requirement that all the fine detail bebudgeted costs for output classes for 1998-99 have been
provided, but the questions must relate to the Estimatelsased on 1997-98 cash budgets which have been adjusted for
Statement and the Portfolio Statements. Questions not askddcisions relating to the department’s three-year budget
at the end of the day must be placed on the next day’s Houstrategy, the non-cash accrual items, such as depreciation,
of Assembly Notice Paper. | remind the Minister that thereincreases in employee entitlements and, of course, allocations
is no formal facility for the tabling of documents before the of corporate and divisional overheads.

Committee. However, documents can be supplied to the Chair The outputs operating statement, which is on page 925 of
for distribution to the Committee. the Portfolio Statements, shows the allocation of costs and

Incorporation of material itdansardis permitted on the non-appropriation revenues to output classes. It also shows
same basis as applies in the House, that is, that it is purebflocations of appropriation revenue and an operating result
statistical and limited to one page in length. All questions ardor each output class. The requirement for agencies to allocate
to be directed to the Minister, not to the Minister's advisers appropriation amounts to each of the output classes has raised
although the Minister may refer questions to advisers for @ problem where the revenues from any output class exceed
response. For the purposes of the Committee, some freeddta expenses. That is because the appropriation is calculated
will be allowed for television coverage by allowing a shortto deliver a zero profit for the whole agency. A profit in any
period of filming from the northern gallery. | now invite the one output class must be offset by commensurate losses in
Minister to make a brief opening statement, if she wishes. one or more output classes.

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | will make an opening statement In the Department for Environment, Heritage and
in terms of the restructuring that took place within this Aboriginal Affairs the administration of Crown lands output
department. | will then address some comments to thelass makes an operating surplus (or profit), which, effective-
Aboriginal portfolio area. ly, subsidises other operations of the department, but

The Department for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginalconversely a deficit has been attributed to the Aboriginal
Affairs was established on 23 October 1997 through thelevelopment output class because it has around $1.2 million
amalgamation of the former Department of the Environmenof expenditure, which relates to the Head of the Bight stage 2
and Natural Resources, but that was minus the land servicegvelopment, to be carried forward from 1997-98 and with
group and the former Department of State Aboriginal Affairs.no offsetting revenue being received in 1998-99, having
With responsibilities in environmental protection andreceived the funding for that project as part of the Govern-
management, Aboriginal and European heritage, anthent’s 1997 budget priority funding package. This being a
Aboriginal affairs, the department is making a significanttransitional year, and for the reasons that | have just stated,
contribution to the economic, social and environmentathe apportionment of expenses and appropriation to output
wellbeing of the State. classes should be treated as indicative only.

The new Department for Environment, Heritage and In previous years the annual budget for an agency
Aboriginal Affairs has been restructured internally to ensurecomprised two parts—recurrent and capital—and with the
more effective and integrated delivery of key outputs totransition to accrual accounting this distinction has now
Government and to the community. The new department nowisappeared. The Portfolio Statements Paper 4 includes a
comprises six divisions: namely, the State Aboriginal Affairscapital funding statement for each department. This statement
Environment Protection Agency, environment policy, lists only those departmental projects meeting the criteria of
heritage and biodiversity, resource information, and thesset creating, thatis, investing expenditures, and controlled
corporate strategy and business services group. In additidoy the department rather than administered. The scope of the
to its presence in metropolitan Adelaide, the departmentapital works department is broader than the definition
operates offices in country areas of South Australia, includingeflected in the capital funding statement, in that it includes
the major regional centres of Port Augusta, Berri, Mountworks which do not result in the creation of an asset, works
Gambier and Kangaroo Island. which do not improve an asset or extend the life of an asset

The 1998-99 budget marks a major improvement in théeyond its original design life and works which are carried
presentation of budget information. For the first time, theout on behalf of the Commonwealth and therefore adminis-
South Australian budget has been presented on an accruated rather than controlled.
output class basis. It should be noted that the figures in the Therefore, the total value shown in DEHAA's capital
1998-99 papers cannot be meaningfully compared with thosgorks statement of $30.2 million cannot be reconciled
in the 1997-98 Estimates of Receipts and Payments given thdirectly with the capital funding statement of $15.48 million.
portfolio restructure of 23 October 1997 which amalgamated trust | will have the opportunity to highlight in more detail
DOSAA with DENR and transferred the land services grougkey elements of the department’s capital works program over
to DAIS. Also, there was the conversion from cash to accruahe course of today’s proceedings. With the Committee’s
accounting, the adoption of the 1998-99 basis of approprieoncurrence, | now insert iHansard without my reading it,
ation funding on a global basis, the separation in the newhe following statement referring to the specific area of our
papers of administered revenues and expenses previougWporiginal affairs portfolio:
included in the department’s budget, and the transfer of The Governmentis committed to delivering outcomes to
financial activity previously categorised as ‘administered’ toenable Aboriginal people to function with a sense of dignity
the department’s control. and equality with all Australians. The delivery of specific

The same arguments apply to attempts to compare thtargeted programs by the Division of State Aboriginal Affairs
1998-99 accrual budget with the 1996-97 accrual financiah the areas of essential services to Aboriginal communities
statements published by the Auditor-General. The 1998-98 remote areas, Aboriginal heritage management, support for
budget also represents the first year of a transition to outpufboriginal business and employment opportunities ensures
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Aboriginal access, involvement and participation in thelnquiry into the Forced Removal of Aboriginal and Torres
activities taken for granted by the wider community. EighteerStrait Islander Children from their Families Report ‘Bring
Aboriginal communities’ essential services are maintained bfrhem Home’ recommendations.

the Division of State Aboriginal Affairs including the Outputs purchased by the Government are included under
provision of power, water and sewage. Aboriginal Development—$5 498 000, Heritage and

Agreement has been reached with the Aboriginal anconservation $1 189 000 and Portfolio Policy and Ministerial
Torres Strait Islander Commission and its Program Managesupport $1 400 000.

P.P.K. for the project management of the National Aboriginal
Health Strategy infrastructure on the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Membership:
Lands. This will provide $6 million of services to community. ~ Ms Hurley substituted for Mr Hill.

State Grants projects managed on contract from ATSIC
will provide substantial improvements for the community ~ The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed
including the Nepabunna Powerline. The construction an@ayments open for examination and refer members to pages
commissioning of the power line provide significant savingsl 79-183 of the Estimates Statement and part 9 in the Portfolio
in removing the reliance on diesel generators for theStatements. | now invite the lead speaker for the Opposition
Nepabunna Aboriginal community and pastoral propertie$0 make a brief statement if she wishes.
adjacent the transmission line. Ms HURLEY: Thank you, Sir. I will not make an

The development of Aboriginal enterprises to create long@pening statement on the Aboriginal affairs part of the
term employment in four regions of the State will be a focugportfolio, but | understand that the shadow Minister (the
for sustainable economic development. The Winmante Arnember for Kaurna) will be making an opening statement at
Centre, Nalte Ruwe Yabby Farm and Kuju Enterprises flowethe conclusion of the Aboriginal affairs section. | refer the
project are examples of the projects supported and assistdtinister to page 9.2, ‘Administered Items’, and page 9.4,
by the Division. Work with local Aboriginal communities to ‘Aboriginal Advancement Works’, where it is stated that
develop a series of link Aboriginal tourism trails across theAboriginal advancement works represent Commonwealth
State shows strong potential especially in the South East aridnding under a Commonwealth-State agreement to cover a
Riverland. range of infrastructure works in remote Aboriginal communi-

The importance of the role and well being of the family ties. | understand that the department administers these funds
in the Aboriginal community is recognised and the Aboriginalbut does not control them. Will the Minister give details of
women’s planning group involving women in senior policy the purposes of the funds; what they will be used for; the
positions across government is important in identifying issuegmount of the funds; and where the funds are deposited?
of importance to Aboriginal women and children. The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The capital expenditure total for

A further meeting of Aboriginal Elders will be facilitated minor works is $100 000, and that relates to DOSAAs
this year. Over eighty senior Aboriginal men and women willpurchase of plant and equipment. As to the new capital
gather in Coober Pedy to confirm and demonstrate thprojects that have been identified, | advise that there is an
cultural and community role of the Elders within Aboriginal amount of $450 000 relating to Davenport and Umeewarra
society. essential services. Umeewarra is the incorporated mission and

Improved coordination and cooperation with Aboriginal it has surrendered its lease to the Davenport community. The
communities effected by proposals which impact onexisting building infrastructure is now part of the community
Aboriginal sites will be supported. Many communities arehousing program.
involved direct with developers to address concerns at an Over the years the Davenport community has had its
early stage. Further stage of the Site Conservation Strateggsential services upgraded, but at no time have these
will benefit the community by providing more defined site upgrades extended to include Umeewarra. The existing
locations and management plans. effluent disposal system presents a health hazard, as untreated

The Chairman, State Aboriginal Heritage Committee haffluent is pumped via an underground reticulation system to
been instrumental in supporting Traditional Owners in thdrrigate the oval and it requires immediate attention. DOSAA
Anangu Pitjantjatjara Lands and Maralinga Tjarutja Lands irand ATSIC have proposed replacement of the whole sewage
addressing their heritage concerns. system and it will be connected to the service at Davenport.

Amendments to the State Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988The existing water system is in poor condition and that also
continue to be developed especially in relation to therequires upgrading. It has been recommended that a single
proposals before the Commonwealth Parliament to amend theetered water supply be installed, as is the case for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection AcDavenport.

1984. To complete the integration of both Umeewarra and the

In consultation with the Aboriginal Justice Inter- Davenport community, the existing roads need to be upgrad-
Departmental Committee the actions of State Governmergd and sealed to reduce water ponding, dust and health
Agencies will be monitored and cooperation fostered tgroblems. In summary, that project will provide a level of
continue to address the over representation of Aboriginaimenities at Umeewarra that are expected and enjoyed by the
people in the Justice System. rest of the Davenport community.

The South Australian Aboriginal Education and Advisory  Another $520 000 has been provided specifically for roads
Council provides a valuable mechanism for advice relatingnd services at Nepabunna, and that project’s principal
to Aboriginal education issues. The Council holds its meetebjective is to provide bitumen roads within the Nepabunna
ings in regional centres to ensure state wide coverag@boriginal community. The project will serve as a model
community input. community involvement and includes ATSIC, Nulla Wimula

A Senior Advisory Group has been established from keyKutju and both local Aboriginal groups. The regional council
agencies to comprehensively consider and provide advice tof the Nepabunna community, DOSAA and DEETYA are all
the Minister on South Australia’s response to the Nationainvolved in this. The project will be extended to include an
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upgrade of essential services: compounds, paving armtovision of essential services—water, power and sewerage
landscaping within the community. to Aboriginal communities, and this amount also includes

There is also a rather large amount of $2 105 000, whiclearry-over moneys forwarded in previous years. | should add
will provide a powerline on the ETSA grid at Nepabunna.that the recurrent maintenance of capital projects is the
The existing powerhouse has two diesel generators locatedsponsibility of the State Government as a condition of the
at Nepabunna community, and that has deteriorated ov&tate Government infrastructure agreement.
time. It does not meet current standards and it will not Ms HURLEY: If | could ask a supplementary question:
adequately provide for the future needs of the communityit is obvious from the Minister's answers that, for whatever
The power and generators will be replaced by a connectioreason, a lot of the purposes for which the funds are there are
to the ETSA high voltage power grid line from Leigh Creek. moved back. | just wonder what happens to the interest which
The grid line will connect Nepabunna to the ETSA grid with then accrues on that money and who decides how that is
single metering to all consumers, and that will be at Adelaidallocated.
tariffs. The electrical reticulation within the community will The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Any interest that is accumulated
become the responsibility of ETSA. from held funds goes directly into the projects on a continu-

The original budget of $1.5 million was received from ing base. They are not diverted anywhere else. They are
ATSIC in 1996-97, $50 000 of which was expended in thatutilised in those projects.
year as part of the feasibility study. Unfortunately, no MsHURLEY: I refer the Minister to page 9.19 in relation
construction was able to be undertaken in 1997-98 because employment. Will the Minister provide details of any
the resolution of native title issues prevented further workemployment or training programs involving local and State
at that time. The native title issues have now been resolve@overnments for regional and metropolitan areas, and what
and the project can proceed further in 1998-99. An additionainoney has been available for those programs?
$700 000 will be allocated to the project by ATSIC in  The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Itis one of the areas for which the
1998-99 to upgrade the street lighting and reticulatiordepartment has certainly attempted to put together as many
extensions to the current water storage tanks. A water reugenovative schemes as it can to support employment in
system will also be required. Aboriginal areas. It is certainly a means of recognising that

The initial capital cost will have a recurrent savings of Aboriginal people and their communities wish to move
approximately $100 000, which will enable a redistributiontowards greater self-determination, and they believe that this
of the funding to other Aboriginal communities, such as Oakcan occur through education, employment and economic
Valley, which would not be possible if this project did not development. This is something that this Government is
proceed. committed to supporting, to achieve a greater measure of

There is a further amount of $1.15 million, which is for prosperity and economic independence for Aboriginal people.
Head of the Bight Stage 2. The 1997-98 budget included an To progress the economic empowerment of Aboriginal
allocation of $1.350 million for Head of the Bight Stage 2, people, we have set up an Economic Development Unit
but it is estimated that only $200 000 will be expended on thevithin the Division of State Aboriginal Affairs. The unit has
project during the 1997-98 year. The carry-over has resultedeveloped a draft document titled ‘Aboriginal Economic
from the Yalata Aboriginal Community Incorporated not Development Strategy’, which describes a comprehensive
having completed its management plan on how the site wilhnd culturally appropriate support service to individuals and
be managed, and at the moment it is awaiting results of aommunities who wish to develop enterprises that will create
water search in the vicinity, to determine whether the site caemployment and, therefore, generate wealth. The Economic
sustain additional infrastructure. So any commitment fronDevelopment Unit works with Aboriginal people, State and
DOSSA is contingent on the satisfactory resolution of all ofCommonwealth agencies and the private sector on a range of
these matters. economic development initiatives.

The original concept of Stage 2 comprises the establish- One of those initiatives includes the Head of the Bight
ment of infrastructure to support a visitor interpretationwhale-watching venue: advice and support is now being
centre. The other area of minor works, which also involvegrovided to the Yalata Aboriginal community to assist them
a large amount of $3.992 million, relates to capital projectsn developing a tourist facility at the Head of the Bight. The
that are funded by ATSIC as part of the bilateral agreemerfirst stage of the Head of the Bight development has now
between State and Commonwealth Governments to provideeen completed, and was officially opened on 16 July 1997.
essential services which, of course, are water, power arfeive rangers from Yalata worked at the Head of the Bight
sewerage in Aboriginal communities. The 1998-99 estimateluring the last whale-watching season, and it is anticipated
includes numerous projects that have been carried forwartthat the forthcoming season will again provide employment
from the previous years. for Aboriginal rangers. It will certainly be a significant

The inclusion of State Government funding of tourism destination in South Australia.
$1.150 million is the State Government contribution for Head  In the area of aquaculture, there is the further development
of the Bight Stage 2 and, again, that is contingent upon thef an Aboriginal owned and operated oyster farm at Wardang
Yalata Aboriginal Community Incorporated having its Island. Both this and the abalone farm at Point Pearce are
management plan on how the site will be managed and thenportant wealth generation enterprises, and they have
water search results. The commitment from the Statémmense potential for our own domestic and export markets.
Government in relation to those funds is contingent on th@oth those enterprises seek an injection of funds to progress
satisfactory resolution of all of these matters. DOSSA willthe next stage of development, and the Division of State
directly commit $500 000 and SA Tourism has made &Aboriginal Affairs is assisting with this task.
commitment for the remaining $650 000. The larger amount In the youth enterprise development area, three business
of $7.067 million is the Commonwealth Governmentskill programs have been sponsored by DOSAA. The course
contribution, and that relates to ATSIC meeting its commit-is held at Murray Bridge, and has been successfully com-
ment to the State and Commonwealth agreement on thgeted. In about April of this year, courses also commenced
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at Port Lincoln and Coober Pedy. The programs run for 26 Ms HURLEY: There have been ongoing discussions over
weeks, and are aimed at providing young Aboriginal peopléhe past 20 years about the need for specific solutions in
with an introduction into starting and running their own Victoria Square. Some of the discussions have included the
businesses. It is planned at this time to extend that schenmeed for a gathering place adjoining or, at least, near a
across the State. detoxification centre. There are other centres in the area, such
In relation to the Winmante Art Centre, ATSIC funding as Nunkuwarrin Yunti and the Aboriginal Legal Rights
has been approved to construct a cultural interpretative centMovement, but the feeling is that these are specific centres
at Glossop for the Riverland Aboriginal community. A and that there needs to be a detoxification area. There has also
purpose-built viewing gallery and coffee shop are a centrabeen talk about a specific place for Aboriginal people to
theme of the interpretive centre. The Division of Statepursue activities such as art, culture, craft, horticulture, dance
Aboriginal Affairs successfully tendered for the projectand theatre. Will the Minister say what progress has been
management of the construction of the centre, and thahade in discussions relating to a detoxification centre for
construction commenced in early April this year, with anAboriginal people sited in the inner city precincts?
anticipated completion date at the end of this month. The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The honourable member will
Officers of the division are working within the Aboriginal understand that there has been quite considerable controversy
community at Port Lincoln to develop a concept plan for therelating to differing opinions about the area of Victoria
Poonindie site. The plan includes restoration of the Poonindi8quare. | note that the honourable member did not specifical-
historic mission site; development of a floricultural andly ask me about a dry area but other aspects that relate to
horticultural enterprise; and tourist development, includingconcerns that have been raised in the past. It has been
walking trails and a bush tucker experience. interesting working with Aboriginal people and having
Within our own local area, in December 1997, a group ofdiscussions that relate specifically to some of the concerns
Aboriginal women from the Salisbury area approachedhat have come out of the Victoria Square issue.
DOSAA seeking help to establish an art and craft business. In the past | have made very definite comment about those
I am pleased to say that officers from DOSAA have workedwho ask the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs questions relating
very closely with those women and have assisted with thé Victoria Square’s being zoned a dry area. | believe that the
registration of a business name; sponsored legal advice @uestions being asked of the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
company structure; and prepared two grant applications faeek to identify the problem of alcoholism, as it relates to dry
materials. | am pleased to say that both grants were successeas, purely as Aboriginal specific, which, of course, | do
ful. not accept at all because it is a matter that goes right across
They also obtained 10 places on a NIES training schemthe board. The related questions the honourable member has
at no cost to the women at all. | believe that, on the compleasked certainly are also of concern. Current strategies are
tion of the course, assistance will be provided to help thenaimed at the CBD and looking at rather wide approaches.
further develop a business plan and to look at finding them Discussions are currently taking place with the Depart-
suitable premises, which is one of the concerns that wilment of Human Services, which is preparing a scoping paper
emerge once the applicants from this Aboriginal communityand proposing a realignment of some services. During the
have completed those courses. With respect to some of thiene that | took to research some of the available services
other enterprise initiatives that are currently being developedyithin the city and the surrounding areas, it was identified
DOSSAA is working closely with ATSIC, the Indigenous that there are some 60 detoxification centres that exist within
Land Council and the AP Council to prepare a strategithe CBD and outer metropolitan areas. Itis a means of being
business plan that will provide for a coordinated approach table to garnish complete information about the services that
the development of business, tourism and primary industrgre available at present and making sure that appropriate
enterprises within the Anangu Pitjantjatjara lands. means of access for the needs and requirements of individuals
We are also looking at the development of a sales outlefire serviced to a far greater degree than we might have seen
possibly linked to an Internet site, for high quality Aboriginal in the past.
cultural products, including arts, crafts and ecotourism, as Part of the scoping paper prepared by the Department for
well as traineeships for three young Aboriginal people to gailtHuman Services will include documentation relating to
hands-on training in tourism. The division has also sponsorelistorical approaches, the range of services, funding sources
the development of a business plan for the development of aand other resources. The paper will look at the analysis of
olive tree plantation on Aboriginal-owned land. The CDEPservices, identification of gaps and the need for linkages and
organisation at Ceduna and the Division of State Aboriginatealignment of services. The information that | received in the
Affairs are working at the moment with a consultant to planfirst instance sought to determine just what services were
a diversification strategy for their emu farm. available within the city area. Different services involving
In association with Victorian Aboriginal Affairs, the approximately $20 million were apparent in the first look at
South-East Tourism Trail project is being developed and wilthe provisions available within the city and the greater
provide tourists with a cultural experience relating tometropolitan area.
Aboriginal traditions and cultural trailing of the South-East  Itis a matter of determining exactly where those services
coastal region of South Australia and Victoria. This is alie, how the services are provided, whether they are efficient
proposal that will certainly provide an opportunity for and whether they are providing the needs and requirements
Aboriginal people to be directly involved in developing that we see on a daily basis and, if not, ensuring that there is
tourism and holiday-maker enterprises. The Deputy Leadeax realignment of those services, and that the linkages for
of the Opposition will realise that we are seeking to encourthose needs are more efficiently handled. The realignment of
age a fair diversification of enterprises within the Aboriginalservices that are coordinated and targeted to meet the needs
community. will certainly be more suitable. The project will employ a
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | ask that all members keep full-time project officer over a three month period and will
questions and answers brief. be followed by a 12 month implementation process.
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The process will be guided by a reference group, includingorres Strait affairs. There was widespread consultation
the Division of State Aboriginal Affairs. No evaluation undertaken with Aboriginal communities, Government
strategy has been developed at this stage but time frames agencies and industry representatives, and they include the
particularly tight in view of the consultative processes and thé\boriginal Heritage Committee; ATSIC Regional Council;
coordination of funding cycles inherent in a realignment ofthe Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement; the Flinders Ranges
services. The coordination of services facilitated by theAboriginal Heritage Committee; the Kungari Aboriginal
creation of the Department of Human Services will provideCommunity; the South-East Nungas, Umoona Council,
advantages of time and will reduce the need for inter-agenc®unjiba Community; the Anangu Pitjantjara, Goreta Abori-
negotiation. The final version of the scoping paper isginal Corporation; Maralinga Tjarutja Incorporated; Abori-
expected to be approved shortly and key stakeholders will bginal communities in the Riverland, Broken Hill, Port
provided with details of the proposed project at that time. Augusta, Ceduna and the West Coast.

It is also relevant to note that the Aboriginal Sobriety = There were also academics from the Adelaide University,
Group has negotiated use of the former Colebrook site frorflinders University and the University of South Australia, the
the Aboriginal Lands Trust for dance and cultural activity. AnChamber of Mines and Energy Incorporated, the Conserva-
application for the lease has been accepted in principle by then Council, the Local Government Association, the South
Aboriginal Lands Trust Board. The board is awaiting theAustralian Farmers Federation, archaeologists and anthro-
ASG’s signing of conditions of the lease before submittingpologists. So, a wide range of people were consulted on this
it to me. The honourable member is probably aware that draft. An assessment is now being made of the submissions,
grassed dance area was developed leading up to the highdnd it is intended to proceed with proposals to amend the
successful 1 June Reconciliation Day celebration. The firsturrent Act at the earliest opportunity. The new Act will
annual corroboree and cultural festival organised by théncorporate as many of the comments and suggestions from
Aboriginal Sobriety Group was held on 17 and 18 Octobethe community consultations as possible. | also note that on
1997. 2 April 1998 the Commonwealth introduced a Bill to amend

This was a successful event with Aboriginal dancers fronthe Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection
around the State, Australia and Canada sharing their expedct 1984 to enable State Aboriginal heritage regimes to be
ences with the community through dance performances asacredited, thus removing the likelihood of Commonwealth
medium for cultural revival. This event was attended byintervention.

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal members of the South MrSCALZI: Page 9.13 of the Portfolio Statements refers
Australian community. to the maintenance of essential services infrastructure. Will

The work of the ASG is also supported by this division.the Minister outline the initiative taken to ensure that the
It is consistent with recommendations from the ministerialessential services infrastructure (water, power and sewerage)
summit on Aboriginal deaths in custody, which reinforced then South Australian Aboriginal communities is maintained
need to focus on the underlying issues that contribute to theffectively and that emergency breakdowns are rectified
high level of over-representation of Aboriginal people in theexpediently?
criminal justice system. The Hon. D.C. Kotz: We had a question recently about

Mr SCALZI: Page 9.16 of the Portfolio Statements refersthe infrastructure being placed within Aboriginal communi-
to a review of the Aboriginal Heritage Act. For some time theties. In any regime it is necessary that maintenance be applied
Government has recognised that the State Aboriginal heritade the infrastructure, otherwise at some time that infrastruc-
legislation needs to be a more transparent and efficiertire regime is liable to be not effective. The State Govern-
process that increases the certainty in decision makinment allocates $916 000 annually for the hardware mainte-
impacting on Aboriginal communities, landowners andnance of water, power and sewerage services for this State’s
developers. Will the Minister provide information on the major Aboriginal communities. The maintenance program is
status of the draft Aboriginal Heritage Bill and a brief outsourced by way of a tender process in the form of annual
overview of the scope, community consultation and intentionperiod contracts. These contracts for all three service areas
of the new legislation? incorporate an emergency breakdown component—generally,

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Government consideration has beenservice personnel are deployed to remote sites within 24
given to amending the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988 with ahours of notification of a problem—and the introduction of
view to enabling it to increase effective protection forperiod contract procedures, where plant is serviced and
Aboriginal heritage; to improve the compatibility betweenreplaced on a regular basis.

Federal and State Aboriginal heritage legislation; to strength- This has significantly reduced the incidence of service
en South Australia’s adherence to the proposed nation#ilure, thereby alleviating the problems that would arise of
principles for heritage protection; to provide Aboriginal water shortage, food spoilings and other disasters. In most
communities in South Australia with an administrative instances, the State funds the salary of an essential services
process that will assist them to clarify their territory andofficer in each of the communities, those officers being
membership; to provide timely and reliable processes byesponsible for the day-to-day operations of the essential
which affected parties can deal with Aboriginal heritageservice plant. They must immediately report a problem or
issues relating to their property; and to maintain Soutlpotential problem to the essential services team or the
Australia’s leadership in Aboriginal heritage legislation.  division of State Aboriginal Affairs. That, in itself, ensures

The Government approved the release of a draft Aboritmmediate action. Overall, essential services in Aboriginal
ginal Heritage Bill in March 1997. The Bill does not repre- communities in South Australia are maintained to a level as
sent a final Government position on the terms of a nevgood as or even better than some rural townships.
Aboriginal Heritage Act: the proposed amendments evolved Ms HURLEY: | refer the Minister to a question asked of
from the Government and Aboriginal consultation meetingsthe Premier, in his capacity as Minister for Multicultural and
the evaluation of various submissions to the Government anfithnic Affairs, during Estimates Committee A on 16 June
considerations of the Ministerial Council for Aboriginal and 1998. It refers to what is understood to be an official
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translation of an article in a Polish newspajpée Republic ment is the provision of staff and resources that supports the
on 19 September 1997 under the title ‘Howard is done iroperation and the function of SATAC.

Australia.’ The article is an interview with Dr Sev Ozdowski, = Membership of the committee is comprised entirely of
Chief Executive Officer of Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs. Aboriginal people who represent all levels of education and

He was asked by the interviewer: training—from early childhood to higher education. To
If Australia takes such care of migrants, then how can one explaifnsure proper Aboriginal community consultation and local
the fate of the indigenous population, the Aborigines? participation in this process, SATAC conducts State meetings
Doctor Ozdowski answered by stating in part: in Adelaide and in major regional centres. During 1997 many
The situation of Aborigines is different. Simply, 200 years agoaChleVPTmentS apq activities t.OOk place thquugh the. South
they lost the battle for Australia. ’ Australian Aboriginal Education and Training Advisory

Committee. If the honourable member is interested, | could
ive her an example of a few of the achievements that have
ken place in this area.

Six SATAC State meetings were held: three in regional

ations at Mount Gambier, Ceduna and Port Augusta; and

He went on to talk about other Aboriginal issues, of which |
am sure the Minister is aware. Given the stated objectives

the Minister and the Department of Aboriginal Affairs of
reconciliation and equality for Aboriginal people, if this |,

reportis correct will the Minister be calling on Dr Ozdowski {4 other three were held in Adelaide. It plays a major role in

to formally and publicly apologise? , the monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | was aware that this matter was gjght priorities of the report, ‘A National Strategy for the
brought up in another Committee. | believe that the allegegqycation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples,
comments appeared in a Polish newspaper almost a year a9@96-2002", by the Ministerial Council on Education,
I have not seen a translation of those alleged comments a'@nployment Training and Youth Affairs, and it works with
do not like to respond to what appears in the first instance tgy,cation providers to sponsor and at times assist them to
be alleged interpretations. | would like the opportunity tocondyct research on a selected number of key issues aimed
verify whether the comments have in fact been made. | poing; advancing education outcomes for indigenous people.
out to the honourable member that the Chief Executive of the  oiner features include: to look at further financial
Department of Aboriginal Affairs has recently met with the 5gsjstance and support to independent Aboriginal children
Chief Executive of OMIA to discuss a program to introducecentres; to continue their drive towards successful quality
the concepts of reconcmatlon to the ethnic communities andsqrance implementation in their respective programs: and
to meet with our respective management teams to developg incjude financial assistance and support for research to be
project brief that would look at creating better understanding,ngertaken to establish the need for a middle school at
in the area of staff within OMIA and the ethnic community Crossways Lutheran School in Ceduna. There was also
groups, specifically to create that greater understanding anghancial assistance and support for a research project in
to provide a greater cultural awareness about Aboriginabequna that looked at the reasons for absenteeism and at the
people and Aboriginal affairs more generally. ~ ways we might be able to increase the number of indigenous
In th|S InStance, | belleve. that the Director’s aC“OnSstudentS Stay|ng at School | knOW that the honourab'e
represent the most appropriate way to proceed. We afhember has a very strong interest in this area and that she
understand that there is still a long way to go across all oUould be aware that that is a substantial problem within
communities in terms of moving people’s minds towardsaporiginal communities. We are also providing ministerial
cultural awareness and accepting across-the-board differencg$yice on the role and the function of Aboriginal education
in cultures. In this instance, | believe it is a very proactiveygrkers in the State school system. SATAC has also
means of looking at another way of introducing the underyeviewed and evaluated its 1997 operational plan and it has
standing that needs to take place if we are to move towardgdrafted its 1998 plan, which is now in full swing.
true and lasting reconciliation. | am quite happy at the The two meetings have largely been used to consolidate
moment with the directions taken by my Chief Executive, angne 1998 strategic State and operational plans. As a result,
we will await some of the outcomes of those moves. SATAC guidelines will be launched later this year. The most
Ms HURLEY: The Minister said that her Chief Executive exciting part of SATAC’s work so far in 1998 is the number
Officer would meet with Dr Ozdowski. Does the Minister of research projects that it has either fully or partly financed.
have any plans to meet with Dr Ozdowski and discuss, firstrhese will enable us to look more closely at issues such as
his statement, and, secondly, the other issue she has raisegi&ndance, retention and the effects of health problems such
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Not at this time. as hearing loss and calcium deficiencies, two of the other
Ms BREUER: | refer the Minister to page 9.7 of the major health areas of serious concern within Aboriginal
Portfolio Statements, ‘Outcomes and strategies’: whatommunities, particularly for Aboriginal children.
consultation is taking place between the department and Ms BREUER: Again, | refer to page 9.7 of the Portfolio
Aboriginal communities in relation to health and education?Statements, ‘Outcomes and strategies’: will the Minister give
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: We did touch quite lightly on some details of the level of funding provided for programs
of the areas of education moves within the Aboriginalspecifically related to Aboriginal drug and alcohol abuse?
communities. | am sure that the honourable member will be The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | will have to take that question on
pleased to know that, through the support of the Stateotice. It does relate to resources and to dollars that will be
Aboriginal Affairs Division, the South Australian Aboriginal spent in other areas of other jurisdictions. | will be quite
Education and Training Advisory Committee (throughhappy to get that information and bring it back to the
SATAC) has been able to commit itself to support the activehonourable member.
involvement of Aboriginal people in planning, implementa-  Mrs MAYWALD: | refer to the Minister’'s opening
tion, evaluation and monitoring of education and trainingstatement about the exciting venture in relation to the tourism
policies and practices in both the public and private educatiotrails which will link areas across the State and, in fact, across
and training sectors. A key component of this accomplishthe border. As the Minister would appreciate, this has
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particular reference to my electorate. Over the last seveimfrastructure for Aboriginal people, particularly in remote
years, the Gerry Mason Centre in Glossop has been workirgreas. The aims—and | think we have discussed quite a bit
to put together a project for the Winmante Arts Centreof this this morning—relate to the delivery of essential
Incorporated. Recently, it received a grant of $300 000 fronservices; new and refurbished housing; and addressing
ATSIC for the first building stage of the art centre. Itis a veryenvironmental health issues, such as dust reduction, which is
exciting projectin that it actually offers economic independ-brought about by the sealing of roads.
ence for the Aboriginal community if it is able to have  The division has secured three new capital works projects
sufficient start up capital in relation to working capital. for 1998-99. DOSAA placed submissions with ATSIC for
At this time the $300 000 for the first building stage hasnational Aboriginal health strategy program funding for
been provided by ATSIC; however, no further funding hasmajor infrastructure improvements for Aboriginal communi-
been made available for the ongoing start-up costs of staffinles in South Australia. The three successful submissions
the building. The concern in the Gerry Mason community iswvere for projects at Pipalyatjara, Ernabella and Indulkana—
that we will be building a white elephant which is doomed toAboriginal communities on Anangu Pitjantjatjara lands. A
failure before it starts. Will the Minister expand upon thetotal of $6 million has been made available for improvements
State Government’s role in the development of the Aboriginato roads, community housing, water, sewerage and power
tourism trails and the development of Aboriginal enterprisessystems in the three communities. The spread of dollars into
in particular the Gerry Mason Arts Centre? each of the communities is: $1.5 million, Pipalyatjara;
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Itis one of those developments that $3.3 million, Ernabella; and $1.2 million, Indulkana. Work
we all will seek to ensure is a success. | referred to it earliefor all the three communities is proceeding at present.
when talking about the cultural centre through the Winmante The urgent work associated with water supplies at
art group. The economic development unit out of DOSAA isErnabella is nearing completion. These works include the
certainly one of the supportive means by which we will beprovision of new water bores and a new 7 kilometre reticula-
working with the group at the interpretive centre to determingion pipeline to existing water storage tanks. This now
what options can be pursued to ensure that this project jsrovides the community with a badly needed reliable water
continued and is indeed successful. At this time there arsupply.
certainly no specifics—and | agree with the honourable
member’s concerns—but it is something that none of us do Membership:
not want to see proceed and be successful. The economic Mr Hill substituted for Ms Hurley.
development unit has certainly taken a great interest and will
continue to be supportive to ensure that there is a means by Ms BEDFORD: | refer the Minister to page 9.5. Under
which that project is seen to be extremely successful througlihe heading ‘Key Issues’ it states that the department makes
out South Australia. a significant contribution to the social and economic fabric
Mrs MAYWALD: What support will the Government of South Australia. Given that we in the metropolitan area are
give to the tourism trails referred to in the Minister’s openingseeing the impact of poker machines on the community, will
statement? the Minister provide any information of research carried out
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The arrangements at this stage are(or proposed research) into the impact of poker machines on
in the early stages of development. The means of peoplée Aboriginal communities of Marla, Cadney Homestead
coming together to provide the concept for the trails is welland Coober Pedy? Has there been any extra demand on
and truly established but, as it is still at the preliminary stagésovernment money or services which can be attributed to
of opening up ideas to put the whole project together, thospoker machines in these and other areas by Aboriginal
areas of either determining resources or specifics have not yiegople? Is the Minister aware of any other risk areas for
been completed. | know that the honourable member realisésoriginal areas in southern regional South Australia?
that it is an exciting concept: it involves things about which  The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Quite obviously, in terms of the
people have talked for a very long time. Unfortunately, manysocial aspects relating to poker machines and the gambling
of them, although they have been innovative ideas, have nb@abits so derived, the effect on the social fabric of individuals
come to fruition. Although it is still in the early stages and isand family life is exceedingly important. The Division of
a concept, | believe that now it certainly has the means of\boriginal Affairs has undertaken many other social surveys
being a very realistic program which will be supported bywhich have looked into drug and alcohol and health related
both Victorian and South Australian Governments. circumstances. At this stage, no surveys or monitoring have
Mr BROKENSHIRE: The Portfolio Statements, page been undertaken on the effects within Aboriginal communi-
9.13, refers to the provision of essential services infrastrudies specifically related to poker machines but, in a very
ture in South Australian Aboriginal communities. | under-general sense at this stage, Aboriginal groups recently
stand that the State is negotiating with ATSIC to undertakérought up the issue of gambling. At this stage the division
a program of capital works projects in Aboriginal communi-is looking at a means of setting up a review covering different
ties on Anangu Pitjantjatjara lands amounting to abougreas of Aboriginal communities to determine the relationship
$6 million. Is the Minister able to provide details on the scopebetween social deprivation and gambling.
of the capital works under the Commonwealth national The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The member for Kaurna
Aboriginal health strategy and the status of the urgenwishes to make a statement and, if he has questions that
essential services work required under the agreement? cannot be accommodated now, he can put them on notice.
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: This is certainly a very large project Mr HILL: Before making my statement, | congratulate
that has been undertaken. The Aboriginal and Torres Stratihe Minister for her explanation of accrual accounting and its
Islander Commission (ATSIC) has resourced a nationatomparison with other forms of budget documents. It was the
Aboriginal health strategy program for community housingclearest explanation that | have heard. It is a shame that the
and infrastructure in Aboriginal communities in South Premier, regarding the budget, did not have the same script
Australia directed toward improving health related capitalwriters: we might have been a little more enlightened a bit
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earlier. The Minister pointed out the problems with accrualas shown in last year's budget with comparisons made to last
accounting. As a result of it, we now have an impressiveyear's budget?
array of operating statements, financial statements and cash The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Are you still referring to Aboriginal
flows, all important, no doubt, for managing our financialaffairs?
affairs, but we can no longer tell how much we are spending Mr HILL: No, | am talking about the environment
on coast management or wildlife conservation, for examplebecause | thought that we had moved to that vote.
Whereas previous budget papers, and in particular the The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | advise the member for
Program Estimates and Information, provided the Parliameri€aurna that we are still dealing with Aboriginal affairs.
with program information on estimates of expenditure MrHILL: [|apologise, Sir.
compared with the previous year's budget and the previous Ms BREUER: | refer once again to page 9.7 of Portfolio
year's actual expenditure, this information is no longerOutcomes and Strategies. On a recent visit to the Anangu
available. As a result of the changeover to accrual accountingitjantjatjara lands | was appalled at the condition of a lot of
and changes in format, all program details have been deletebuildings and the grounds, particularly in the Anangu schools.
Last year the Program Estimates provided details across thehave consulted with the Education Minister about one
four major programs: resource, conservation and manageehool at Wataru, and he assures me of immediate action,
ment; environment protection and restoration; environmentvhich | am very pleased about. Can the Minister explain what
and resource information; and land services. This year thregccupational health and safety measures have been taken with
pages of information have been reduced to just eight linesespect to asbestos, particularly in the schools and other
under the heading ‘Outputs Purchased'. buildings in the lands? What has been done to assess the
A second matter of concern is that in the new Estimatesafety of playground equipment and grounds in Aboriginal
Statement, which is Budget Paper 3, the appropriatioschools in the remote communities? | am referring to the
figures, the operating statement and the statement of financidhangu Pitjantjatjara lands and to the Maralinga and Oak
position are now shown as a comparison with last year¥alley areas.
actual expenditure, and comparisons are not made with last The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | concur with the honourable
year’s budget. This means that in future years members withember's comments. The administration of the areas that the
not be able to compare budget changes year on year or makenourable member has mentioned come within specific
any judgments about over-expenditures or underareas of jurisdictions, and the PY administer their own
expenditures. educational objectives as well as their health, so it is a matter
The third issue relates to the new Portfolio Statements. Athat rests with the other jurisdictional portfolios, more
this stage key performance indicators appear to be totallgpecifically in terms of what outcomes can be assisted. | am
inadequate as a replacement for the information provided iglad that the honourable member has already brought this to
the Program Estimates. For example, the output class fdhe attention of the Education Minister. If the honourable
biodiversity covers a wide range of issues including conservmember puts a report together about what she is concerned
ation services, pastoral management, native vegetation aathout in terms of what she saw while she was in the lands, |
wildlife regulation. While there are many key issues undemwould be happy to look at it because | have an interest in this
these programs ranging from the protection of our marinenatter. However, as it is another jurisdictional matter, at this
environment to the clearance of native vegetation, one of thigme | cannot give her a specific answer.
key indicators is given as the number of koalas sterilised. Ms BREUER: | thank the Minister for that suggestion.
That is hardly an all-embracing indication of how we arel refer again to page 9.7 regarding equality for Aboriginal
doing with the marine environment. people and the statement by the Attorney-General in Esti-
During briefings before the budget, the Under Treasuremates Committee B on 16 June 1998 regarding dry zones. My
and senior officials assured the Opposition that the transfequestion relates to the dry zone in Coober Pedy. Does the
to accrual accounting would be totally transparent. TheMinister have any details on the effect of the dry zone in
opposite is true: it is totally opaque. The Minister made thatelation to movements of the Aboriginal community? Is the
clear in her explanation of accrual accounting when she saidllinister aware of an increase in domestic violence in and
in part, that it is impossible to compare this year's figuresaround Coober Pedy?
with last year’s figures. In addition, as she pointed out, there The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The subject is one of concern to all
has been departmental restructuring, which makes companf us, including the Aboriginal communities. | point out that
sons very difficult. It means that the Opposition’s job in whilst Aboriginal people are proportionately less likely to use
trying to understand what the Government is attempting to dalcohol but more likely to use heroin than non-Aboriginal
is very difficult, so | appreciate the statement of cooperatiompeople, they do have patterns of consumption and substance
made by the Minister at the outset, because we would like tabuse that are markedly different from that found in non-
understand what is happening in this budget and where th&boriginal societies. These behaviour patterns have a
losses and gains are. detrimental impact on Aboriginal health and society and they
Before | start my questioning, | indicate that the Opposi-contribute to situations of conflict with non-Aboriginal
tion has a number of omnibus questions that it would like tqpeople.
ask. They have been asked across all the Committees and | A response made by some Aboriginal communities and
believe that has been put to the end of the session. With yolwcal government bodies has been to declare particular areas
leave, Sir, | would ask to do that today. dry and, as the honourable member knows, that involves
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Is the Committee agreeable regulations under the Liquor Licensing Act or the Aboriginal
to that? If so, the omnibus questions can be put at the endLands Trust legislation. The use of dry area provisions on
Mr HILL: | indicated to the Minister's office, and | Aboriginal communities has in a limited way, despite
commented in Parliament a couple of weeks ago, that | wouldifficulties in policing which | am sure the honourable
be asking this question: can the Minister table estimates ahember would recognise, generally reduced violence in and
expenditure for 1998-99 under the same program headings acknowledged as improving the health status of those
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communities. These benefits are usually associated with threcognised and the division is certainly taking steps to
use of liquor trading restrictions in the region. attempt to address and support, where it can, some of these
Generally the use of dry areas by local government in théssues that concern us all.
absence of complementary strategies would appear to The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Before closing the
displace rather than actually address problems of concerexamination on these lines, | point out that the omnibus
and those problems are often associated with Aboriginajuestions will be taken at the end of the Estimates Committee
drinking behaviour. The Division of State Aboriginal Affairs and they will include Aboriginal affairs. In this respect, all
has advocated consultation with local Aboriginal groups priotines will be covered at the end of today’s session. There
to the application for a dry area with a view to considering thebeing no further questions, | declare the examination
implementation of alternative strategies, including thecompleted.
strongly advocated use of a range of education and harm
minimisation strategies, which include sobering-up centres Membership:
and mobile assistance patrols where problems are associatedMrs Geraghty substituted for Ms Breuer.
with Aboriginal drinking behaviour.
The Division for State Aboriginal Affairs also participated Additional Department Advisers:
in the review of the Liquor Licensing Act and in a national _ Mr J. Scanlon, Environment and Heritage Portfolio Chief
study of the impact of licensing provisions on Aboriginal Executive.
communities. The division supported the intent of the Liquor  Ms A. Harvey, Director, Corporate Strategy and Business
Licensing Act 1997 to involve licensees in promoting Services.
responsible drinking. Future work by the division will have ~ Mr A. Holmes, Director, Heritage and Biodiversity.
a specific focus on certain areas. We will be looking at the Mr D. Carman, Principal Consultant, Corporate Develop-
Yalata community, which is a dry community, but a problemment.
continues to be experienced through access to alcohol through Mr R. Janssan, Manager, Corporate Finance.
roadhouses in the region and through outlets in Ceduna itself. Mr P. Hoey, Director, Environment Policy.
The division is exploring a range of strategies to encourage Mr T. Stubbs, Director, Resources Information.
responsible drinking and in particular to discourage binge Mr R. Thomas, Executive Director, Environment Protec-
drinking. tion Agency.
The division will also look at Ceduna, and as the honour- Mr B. Morley, Director, Botanic Gardens and State
able member has identified in her question, she has noted thaerbarium.
tensions have developed in the community related to the
behaviour of those whom we believe to be transient Abori- The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | declare open the Environ-
ginal residents. Many of these residents visit local peoplenent and Heritage portfolio lines and refer members to
who previously lived at Yalata. Local government is hostingpages 175 to 178 and 184 of the Estimates Statement and to
a ministerial advisory committee in an attempt to coordinatéart 9 in the Portfolio Statements. Does the Minister wish to
the range of responses to the issues that are starting to emergeke a statement?
within the Ceduna area. The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Last year saw the launch of the
We are also looking at Coober Pedy. Three years after th@overnment’s major nature conservation initiative—the
introduction of a dry area in the town, public intoxication Parks Agenda. This initiative is designed to revitalise the
offences have lessened, but women, children and the eldenfiganagement of our parks and wildlife by increasing
are experiencing increased levels of violence. Despite theommunity understanding of the value of these assets to the
existence of a dry areas committee no complementar$tate’s economy and by securing a long-term commitment to
strategies have been established at this time, so the divisisasourcing park and wildlife management. The Parks Agenda
is convening an interagency approach in an attempt to addregstails a commitment by the Government to provide an
this particular situation. The dry area is about to be reneweddditional $30 million to parks and wildlife management over
and it will cover a larger area of the town. In Port Pirie thea six year period commencing in 1997-98. With funding of
police and council are seeking to establish a dry area t$2.5 million in its first year, the Parks Agenda has been
address perceived behavioural problems. There has beeralipcated an increased budget of $2 million capital and
considerable increase in the Aboriginal population in theéb500 000 recurrent in 1998-99, bringing the total budget for
community, and DOSSA is working at the moment with otherparks and wildlife management throughout the State in
agencies to assist the community in a range of socially relatet©98-99 to over $26 million.
areas. Considerable progress was achieved in 1997-98, the first
At Nepabunna the community has discussed with DOSSAear of the Parks Agenda’s implementation. Significant
and with the Aboriginal Lands Trust ways to address alcohainitiatives relating to the provision of visitor facilities and
problems. They trialled drinking within the yards and homesservices included the tourism facility upgrade in the Flinders
during Christmas of 1997 but not in the public areas, but wé&kanges National Park of some $200 000, and an upgrading
understand that, unfortunately, there were breaches in thaf park headquarters and the visitor precinct in the Innes
area as well. | also believe that DOSSA is working with theNational Park of some $100 000. We also had work com-
Umoona Tjarutja Health Service and with the Department ofnence on the development of a visitor information system to
Human Services to examine greater support for addressimyovide accurate visitor statistics for the parks that are most
substance abuse in Coober Pedy. So the member is quitssited, and a comprehensive upgrade of community inform-
right: there is still an immense amount of work to be doneation and awareness programs, including information centres
I believe that we have moved forward to quite a degree, buand signs, marketing and media-advertising campaigns of
guite obviously there seem to be other impacts from whatevesome $330 000.
moves we make, and it is disturbing to see that the incidence The Parks Agenda has seen the appointment of five new
of domestic violence seems to be increasing; but this isangers and a specialist biodiversity officer to support park
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management, bringing the total number of staff employed invaste, the EPA has allocated approximately $250 000 to
parks and wildlife management to 249 in 1997-98. Inundertake an audit in 1998-99 of the commercial and
addition, $175 000 was allocated as seed money to facilitaiedustrial waste stream.
the work of Green Corps and Australian Trust for Conserv- Ensuring appropriate management of metropolitan
ation Trust project teams in various parks. To date, thesAdelaide’s beaches is an ongoing priority of the State
project teams have employed approximately 100 young@overnment, in conjunction with relevant local councils. A
people, who have gained valuable work experience in a rangmntract to place 600 000 cubic metres of sand at Brighton
of projects. As a further indication of the strong level of after dredging the sand from off shore at Port Stanvac was
community support for the State’s parks system, the effortsuccessfully completed on 28 November 1997, with no
of the employed parks work force continued to be suppleimpact on marine life around Port Noarlunga reef. While the
mented by over 7 000 volunteers, who serve in the parkproject cost a one-off total of $4.4 million, it is expected that
system in a voluntary capacity. These groups contribute aiwill indeed save some $2.9 million over at least the next six
estimated $4.5 million of voluntary labour to the parksyears by removing the need for smaller dredging operations
system per year through about 370 projects. Most of thef the kind carried out previously. There is unlikely to be
community support groups are not only self-supporting butinother large dredged replenishment project for another six
also raise funds for national parks. However, to provide som# 10 years.
assistance to the Friends of Parks groups, the Parks AgendaFollowing a comprehensive review of State water
allocated $60 000 in 1997-98 for grants on application fronresources legislation, the Water Resources Act 1997 came
these groups, and a further $70 000 was allocated to thiato operation on 2 July 1997. Six catchment water manage-
National Parks Foundation. ment boards have been established to date. Since the estab-
In 1997-98, the first full year of the operation of the lishment of the Torrens and Patawalonga Catchment Water
Natural Heritage Trust, the South Australian GovernmenManagement Boards in May 1995 under the now repealed
allocated an additional $3.4 million of new funds to boost theCatchment Water Management Act 1995, additional boards
State’s ability to secure matching Commonwealth fundinchave been established under the Water Resources Act 1997
under the NHT. Together with existing funding, this resultedfor the Murray River catchment, Northern Adelaide and
in a total of approximately $21 million being committed by Barossa region, the Onkaparinga River catchment and the
the State Government, including in kind local communitySouth-East region. As a key partner in the Murray-Darling
support to NHT projects in 1997-98. This combined commit-Basin Initiative, the South Australian Government contributes
ment was successful in attracting some $24 million ofto all initiatives of the Murray-Darling Basin Commission
matching funds from the Commonwealth, making a total ofand Ministerial Council.
$45 million of cash and in-kind support being invested in  Two major achievements of the commission in 1997-98
NHT projects in South Australia in 1997-98. These projectavere the implementation of the Murray-Darling 2001 project
included the Upper South-East Salinity and Flood Mitigationand the establishment of the interstate River Murray Water
Program, which received $1.8 million of State and CommonBoard. The Murray-Darling 2001 project is the result of the
wealth funds under the NHT for drainage works, salt-landSouth Australian Government'’s vision and initiative that has
agronomy, revegetation, and wetland restoration andince been embraced by all partner Governments; 1997-98
management. was the first full year of operation of the project using Natural
In 1998-99, the State Government has doubled it$leritage Trust funding. the project has resulted in a dramatic
allocation of new money for NHT projects to $6.4 million. increase in the level of funding for on-ground works and
This has helped to increase the amount of matching fundsieasures to improve natural resources management through-
being sought from the Commonwealth under the NHTout the Murray-Darling Basin.
1998-99 to approximately $28 million. Major programs for ~ These works and measures will help to secure the quality
which matching Commonwealth funding is being soughtand quantity of Murray River water flowing into South
include native vegetation management, biodiversity protecAustralia. Funding throughout the Basin increased from
tion and planning, parks management and the protection &34 million in 1996-97 to $63 million in 1997-98. South
endangered species. Australia’s funding increased from $2.3 million in 1996-97
The Government would also like to recognise the signifito $7.2 million in 1997-98. This significant increase was
cant contribution made by KESAB, as the peak bodymade possible through using a large proportion of the
implementing litter strategies and programs across Souttatchment environment levy funds raised by the River
Australia. In order to provide a secure funding base foMurray Catchment Water Management Board to attract
KESAB, 30¢ per tonne of the levy on solid waste in metro-matching Commonwealth funds under the Murray-Darling
politan Adelaide will be allocated to KESAB to provide it 2001 project. This increased level of funding will continue
with annual funding of about $270 000 to fulfil its responsi-in 1998-99, with a further increase in funding throughout the
bilities. The solid waste levy will increase by $1.30 per tonneMurray-Darling Basin from $63 million in 1997-98 to
on 1 July 1998 to fund this and other waste managemer75 million in 1998-99. The Environment Protection
initiatives. Authority has developed a code of practice on stormwater
Under its Pollution Prevention Fund, the Environmentpollution control as a basis for all sectors of the community
Protection Authority will continue to provide grants and loansto address the prevention and management of stormwater
to businesses to assist with the implementation of pollutiomollution in the context of integrated catchment management.
and waste reduction initiatives. In 1998-99, $500 000 will be | now come to a most important matter for South Aust-
injected into the Pollution Prevention Fund, from which ralia, namely, the intention of the Governments of New South
$260 000 will be allocated for grants and loans, and a furthewales, Victoria and the Commonwealth to corporatise the
$240 000 will be allocated to pollution training. To assist theSnowy Mountains Hydro-Electric Authority. Legislation to
development of policies and procedures for the minimisationenable corporatisation to proceed has already been passed by
transport, treatment and disposal of commercial and industrithe respective Parliaments; however, those Acts will only
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come into effect once a number of critical issues have been Mr HILL: No, Sir. | apologise to the Committee for not
resolved. paying proper attention to the proceedings. Before | ask my
The present timetable is to have these matters resolved §iost question, would the Minister circulate the statement she
that corporatisation can proceed by the end of 1998. Southas just made? It contains some information and, if I had it
Australia’s strong interest in this matter lies in the connectiorwith me, it might shorten the time taken to ask questions.
between the Shnowy Mountains Scheme and the water that it The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Is the Minister agreeable
delivers into the Murray River and Murrumbidgee valleys.to that request? It will be ilansardbut | know that some
Departmental officers and | have been and will continue tgeople cannot wait foHansardto be published. Is the
be very actively involved in discussions about the proposalMinister agreeable to that request?
for corporatisation to ensure that South Australia’s accessto The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | am certainly happy to do that. The
areliable supply of good quality water, as provided for undestatement has disappeared into the handitasfsardbut, as
the Murray-Darling Basin Act 1993, remains unaffected bysoon as it is returned, | will be happy to pass it on to the
these proposals. honourable member.
Earlier this year | undertook an inspection of the scheme The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | am sure that it will be a
and met with officials to discuss the proposals. In May 1998best seller.
| provided a submission on behalf of the South Australian Mr HILL: | raised this issue in Parliament a week or so
Government to the Snowy Water Inquiry. This inquiry isago, as well as mentioning it to the Minister's staff. |
investigating options for providing environmental flows to appreciate that this is not the Minister’s doing but part of the
the Snowy River, one consequence of which could be &udgetary process. It is arcane science and we are all
reduction of flows from the Snowy Mountains Scheme intogoverned by it, but it does makes it very difficult for anyone
the Murray River and the Murrumbidgee valleys. | haveproperly to scrutinise individual budgets. Will the Minister
arranged for the commissioner of that inquiry to meet withtable estimates of expenditure for 1998-99 under the same
the South Australian Cabinet on Monday 13 July to discusgrogram headings as were shown in last year's budget with
the submissions that have been received and how the inquippmparisons made to last year's budget? | accept that she
will proceed from here. may not have that with her but could she undertake to take
In relation to the Great Australian Basin and the Lake Eyrehat on notice?
Basin, and to ensure that South Australia’s interests in the The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | anticipated that question but it
Lake Eyre Basin are protected, the South Australian Goverrwould be extremely difficult. There is a certain amount of
ment will make a formal submission to the Queenslandietail we could give, but to align the programer seis
Government indicating its concern over the potential impactalmost an impossibility. We have attempted to assist the
of the draft Water Management Plan that the Queenslanidonourable member by preparing a matrix, which shows the
Government has prepared for its portion of the Cooper Creeklepartment’s former sub-programs and the main output
More importantly, the South Australian Government will classes to which they have been translated. | know that the
maintain the momentum of current negotiations withhonourable member also expressed an interest in the level of
Queensland and the Commonwealth to ensure that a formalnding from the department’s activities relating to this but,
agreement on the long term sustainable management of thecause the department accounting records for 1997-98 are
Lake Eyre Basin is signed by all parties by the end of 1998based entirely on outputs, we no longer record activities by
Priority actions for 1998-99 in the Great Artesian Basinsub-program. Itis not possible to translate current year costs
are to progress significantly, if not complete, the borefrom outputs back to sub-programs to provide accurate
rehabilitation program and to assist the development of aostings on the old basis.
basin-wide management plan by the Great Artesian Basin However, | can provide a reconciliation of the depart-
Consultative Council. While it has been the previous practicenent’s funding macro at the level which demonstrates not
of the department to conduct all financial activity of theonly that the department’s funding has been preserved but
Environment Protection Authority and its office through thethat it has in fact increased by some $3 million. That is when
Environment Protection Fund, this approach has now changezhe compares the 1998-99 estimates with the 1997-98
for the 1998-99 financial year. This approach mirrors theestimated results. Looking at the budgeted operating state-
revised institutional arrangements within the portfolio. Fromment on page 928 of the Portfolio Statements and at the
1 July 1998, accounting for the former Environment Protecequivalent statement for DEHAA's administered items on
tion Fund transactions will be reflected within the departpage 939, we can see that the total administered revenues and
ment’s controlled statements. expenses decrease while total controlled revenues and
The decision reflects the need to improve the transparen@xpenses increase.
of departmental accounting, improve operational efficiency In large part these movements actually reflect the transfer
and provide a more effective service to the communitypf environment protection activities from ‘administered’ to
increase the level of resources available for environmeritontrolled’. When the changes to administered and con-
protection through the elimination of overlap and duplicationtrolled items were added together, the previous cash budget
provide better opportunities for regional development, andlid not make any distinction between ‘controlled’ and
ensure a consistent approach to licensing, enforcement afatiministered’, but when we add them together the overall
inspection of all environment protection functions of theimpact on the department’s revenues and expenses is that
department. The above changes have also been precipitateoth revenues and expenses are expected to decrease from
by the loss of the fuel franchise levy as a result of the HighL997-98 levels by approximately $7 million. | have a table
Court decision which was previously directed to the Environbut it is not separate from our text. | could have that photo-
ment Protection Fund. copied for the honourable member’s benefit. The main
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Following the previous reasons for decreases in both revenues and expenses are
technical mishap, does the member for Kaurna wish to makspecifically a reduction in what was the one-off coast
a statement adding to that which he made earlier? protection works of $4.4 million which related to the sand
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dredging program. The 1997-98 revenues and expenses both 1997-98 1998-99 Effect on
included $4.4 million relating to what was an accelerated outlays
sand dredging program that will not be repeated this year. Receint $000 $000 $000
. eceipts
The other reasons for decreases in revenues and expensgs of Goods and
relate to a reduction in budgeted payments to the Murragervices (controlled) 11772) (15 847) (4 075)

Darling Basin Commission 2001 Project, the amount ofinvesting Payments

which is $2.9 million. There is also renegotiation of this Plgﬁhgsee 8:‘ F;;%E]?”y'

State’s contribution to the Murray I;)grling Basin Commission?contm"e%) P 18 844 15 480 (3364)
in 1998-99, an amount of $3 million. The total of theseExpenses

reductions is $10.3 million, which exceeds our overallwater Resources Levy

decrease of $7 million. We can conclude that funding for'éundt(édf?init_StefeFd) J 6 200 3300 (2 900)
’ /i i oast Protection Fun

DEHAA' level of activity has not only been preserved in the dministered) 5190 290 (4 400)
conversion from cash to accruals and the restructure fro

- . atchment Water Boards 7377 5080 (2 297)
DENR and DOSAA to DEHAA but has_ in fa(_:t begn material- Other Cash Payments 101 243 102 691 1448
ly increased. The additional $3.3 million is being used toGFS Outlays 127 082 111494 (15588)
increase our level of spendmg in other areas. | have the prHILL: | am not too sure that | am satisfied by the
matrix, which we can give to the honourable member.  answer, but | do not blame the Minister for that. | give notice

Mr HILL: Ithankthe Minister for attempting to provide that | may want to come back to this at some stage during the
that information and there is no criticism of her or herday, after having a chance to study those documents. Moving
department, but this new system makes it very difficult foron to the issue of employment, the 1997-98 budget provides
the Opposition to find out what is going on. | refer thean estimate of 1 280 full-time equivalent staff at 30 June.
Minister to Paper No. 2, page 5-7, table 5.4, which says thatvhat is the expected outcome for 1997-98 and the estimate
the total outlays for environment, heritage and Aboriginalfor total staff numbers for 1998-99, and where will any
affairs will fall from $127 million in 1997-98 to $111 million variations occur?
next year, a cut of $16 million. Will the Minister explainthat ~ The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The department’s work force
cut in light of the comments she just made, which | took tocomprises both Public Sector Management Act and weekly
mean that there is an increase in funding? What programs wiflaid employees. PSM Act employees span all streams, while
be affected by these cuts? the weekly paid employees are predominantly covered by the

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The statement that | just made was GOvernment Services and Civil Construction and Mainte-

indeed a means of assuring the honourable member that tR8Nce Awards, which are both State awards. The full-time

budget has not been cut but in fact increased. The 1998-gfluivalents within the department number 1045.8 as at
Budget at a Glance document, which was not published ig2 May 1998. All FTE figures exclude participants in youth
previous years, provides a summary of the budget, includin§MPloyment programs, people on leave without pay, etc. The
atable on page 5 showing the total outlays by portfolio. Thi stimated FTE target for the 1997-98 financial year is 1086.
table shows DEHAA outlays falling from the $127 million That can be related to the previous (DENR) target, which at
in 1997-98 that the honourable member just mentioned tg0 June 1998 was 1 280. That figure was then reduced on the
$111 million in 1998-99. However, the operating statementlransfer of the Land Services Group from the old DENR to
page 9.28 of the Portfolio Statements, shows expensé eDgpartmentfor Administrative and Information Services,
increasing from $116 million to $126 million in the same ShoWing a reduced number of 320.
period. The outlays information shown in the Budget at a We gained by bringing in the Department for State
Glance document is presented on a Government finan&borlglnal Affairs, so another 52 FTEs are added to that
statistics basis, which is not directly comparable with thefigure, plus 74 FTEs to meet Commonwealth funded and
expenses information shown on the operating statement. State Government approved initiatives such as the parks
‘Outlays’ includes both controlled and administeredagenda’ the Mount Lofty Summit, and including NHT

avments. Itis cash based. that is. it takes no account of no rojects. That should bring that total to the amount that |
pay : ’ ' u reviously gave of 1 086. The department’s estimated target

cash expenses and other accrual items. Itincludes expendityfe 3 ,ne 1999 is 1 076 FTEs. The department has endeav-
incurred within the portfolio but not by the Department of ;e to work within its head count targets through continu-
Enwron_ment, Heritage z_ind Aboriginal Affairs; in particular, ;5 restructuring, job redesign, the review of programs and
expenditure of the various catchment water managemeRgryices and the use of staff from employment agencies to
boards. ‘Outlays’ offsets controlled operating cash receiptgheet requirements during peak periods.

from sales of goods and services against cash payments 10 \jr SCALZI:  Page 9.13 of the Portfolio Statements refers
give a net outlay figure. ‘Outlays’ excludes certain cashg the Youth Environment Council, involving a very import-
payments included in the department’s general purposgnt area. Will the Minister provide further information on the
financial reports and, in particular, any grants or transfers thatouth Environment Council?

are paid to other Government agencies. The Department of The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | thank the honourable member for
Treasury and Finance has provided a reconciliation thagis question and | know of his great interest and support over
identifies the major variations from 1997-98 to 1998-99. | canpe years of youth within our society, and | know also of his
offer the honourable member a copy of this variation and, agterest in the environmental area. Specifically, the Youth
it is specifically statistical, | ask for the table to be incor- gpyironment Council is also something of which he has been
porated inHansard supportive. It is a joint ministerial initiative of the Minister
Department of Treasury and Finance have provided the following{\?l_r Education, Children’s Services and Training and the
reconciliation which identifies the major variations from 1997-98 toMinister for Environment and Heritage. The formation of the
1998-99. Youth Environment Council was announced on 13 May 1997
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by the former Ministers for the Environment and Naturalhas now been undertaken. Plans have been set in place to deal
Resources and Education and Children’s Services. The Youthith the problem by July 1999 as that is part of the Govern-
Environment Council was established to provide advice tanent timetable. Currently, work is being done to ensure that
Government on the environmental perspectives of youngome of the less obvious effects are catered for. For example,
people and to support young South Australians in activelylata supplied by the department to its customers incorporat-
caring for the environment. ing dates may be affected.

During 1997, a student planning group of primary and  Microprocessors used by the department for air and water
secondary school student leaders, representing key enviroguality monitoring and watering systems such as in the
mental education schools, prepared recommendations for tigytanic Gardens may also be dependent on dates. In many
framework and constitution of the Youth Environmentcases, the older, personal computers will not continue to
Council for the Minister's endorsement. The council isoperate. Some funding has already been provided to deal with
composed of one representative from each of the 23 Depatthe problem, specifically within the LOTS budget. Some
ment of Education, Training and Employment districts andproblems are being dealt with by external firms whose
eight ministerial nominees of the Minister for Environmentsoftware the department uses or in the course of normal
and Heritage. The ministerial nominees represent peak youtaplacement programs, for example in the area of personal
organisations committed to environmental care. The inauglcomputers. Some $50 000 was allocated in 1997-98 within
ral meeting of the Youth Environment Council occurred onthe departmental budget to start dealing with this problem. An
25 November 1997. The council has held three successfificrease to $300 000 has been budgeted for the 1998-99 year.
meetings since then. On 28 May the Youth Environment i scaLZI: | refer to page 9.15 of the Portfolio
Council executive was elected at the council's annual generdfiyiements in relation to reducing emissions through

meeting_. . . encouraging compliance with the Environment Protection Act
The first Youth Environment Council newsletter has beeny,q inyestigating serious breaches of that Act and the Water
prepared and is due forimmediate release. | have seen a drgiftasqurces Act. | also refer to the restructuring of the
Itis an excellent information sheet, which | am sure memberaepartment and to the amalgamation of the operational
will also support and be interested in when itis received. Inections of the office of environment protection and the water
August, the council will initiate development of an Internet ooy rces group to form the Environment Protection Agency.
site in conjunction with the Department of Education,\ynat does this mean to the environment in South Australia?
Training and Employment. Mechanisms for providing regular The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The office of environment protec-

advice to the Ministers are being established, and that WI:H|i n and the water resources group complemented each other

ensure a youth perspective on key environmental issues ar T X ;
initiatives that may be canvassed. in'a number of areas: policy formulation, pollution abatement,

Recenty. | had @ meeting with he specifc nominee 2Nt nanagement a regonal operatons, sharng
under the Minister for Environment and Heritage, and Iwaswﬁﬁt (that includes inspe?:tions) and’ el coﬁéction e
most impressed by these young people, whose experience ' C ; /) )
commitment to the environment was so obvious in such %ﬂgrg}‘é‘“%g ;T{fnlgﬁgresl?ﬁi?jmp Wrisen%'ia\(/vvelllzrﬁ\f/lﬁg;ergéﬂt
optimistic and most encouraging way. | then met with theP P :

nominees from the environment area and also the appointee%,;)L'jztcrt'o[,:1 nﬁgﬁg\c,égag r S rttl)q\frlt()jﬁ Eeggtrt es rercvclaccnfd?nealllt\i/r?rytﬁ)e
from children’s services and education. They were a youngép y P g 9

group of people from primary and secondary schoois, but jprocessing assessment of development applications, better

was most heartening to see and to speak to young people WE ordinating environmental impact assessment and through

: - ; ing a consistent approach to licensing, enforcement
do have quite a grasp on environmental issues and who tOOI| S egctions and monito?ie] Also, it can incr(ga:alse the level of'
can so easily articulate their concerns in a most matur P 9. !

manner. | look forward to the continued involvement that we esources available to assist the Environment Protection

have with the vouth council. because | can see that it WiIQuthority to discharge its functions under the Environment
provide divider)llds for future'involvement of young people rotection Act and reduce the duplication of effort across the

within the environment. department, particularly in relation to water and marine-

Mr SCALZI: How does South Australia compare with related f”"c“?”s' .
other States in terms of these sorts of initiatives? It can prowde better opportunities and a clearer focus for

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: There is a range of initiatives that the sharing of responsibilities of local government. In
have been alive and well in many States for a long time. Thdeveloping expertise in regional offices, it can provide a more
youth council is something that is not new to the AustraliafmMmediate response to local environmental issues. Allin all,
environment scene, but it was time that it was started in Souti€re is @ means of creating better efficiency but also a means
Australia and supported at ministerial level, and | am very®f P€ing able to service the requirements of the community
pleased to be able to be a part of it. in a far more efficient way.

Mr SCALZI: | refer to pages 9.16 and 9.37 of the ~MrHILL: What was the cost of pay rises granted in the
Portfolio Statements concerning the year 2000 compliancé997-98 budget, and what provision has been made in the
activities. Will the Minister provide further information on 1998-99 budget for anticipated wage increases?
that? The Hon. D.C. Kotz: An enterprise agreement was

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The department has conducted anapproved in the Industrial Relations Commission in
initial impact analysis of the effect of the year 2000 problemNovember 1997. That agreement provides for a 10 per cent
on its systems. A consultancy examining the effect on thevage increase to be paid. The breakdown is: 2 per cent on
department’'s PC equipment and systems has recently be&rMay 1997 in recognition of past productivity; 4 per centon
completed. DEHAA's exposure to the problem is regarde®1 May 1997 to account for productivity since the expiry of
as moderate. The major effects appear to be in the lanithe first agreement and to gain commitment to the agency’s
ownership and tenure system (LOTS), and a detailed studyhange agenda; 2 per cent on 1 July 1998 for implementing
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the change agenda; and 2 percent on 1 July 1999 fdull year from the Department for Environment, Heritage and
implementing the change agenda. Aboriginal Affairs. So | was correct in my statement that
This was quite an intensive process over 12 months antthere was an appropriation. There was an appropriation of
it culminated in this particular agreement. The process wa$3 million in a full year, which was the 2 per cent per annum
managed by a dedicated project team. A single bargainingver the three financial years. There was also supplementa-
centre, which comprised management, staff and uniotion to the budget in the DOSAA section of the enterprise
representatives, provided the principal negotiating body imgreement, which was $150 000 in the full year. That is
accordance with the Government’s 1997 enterprise bargaistandard supplementation to agencies, not additional, in
ing policy and process guidelines. The bargaining proces®spect of the areas | have just mentioned. The honourable
was characterised by periods of industrial disputation whictmember will note that that is the case when he reads my
also necessitated management and staff representationsttement irHansard that is, there are two areas of appropri-
voluntary and compulsory conferences in the IRC. Theation. In relation to the other question, | will bring back
geographic spread of the agency and associated costs information on notice.
meeting the representation and consultation requirements of Mr HILL: | turn now to the question of public relations.
enterprise bargaining certainly added to the cost of théhave noticed from departmental documents that a bit of a
process. The implementation costs also include sharing witbult of personality is appearing: many documents are put out
the Department of the Premier and Cabinet a representatiavith photographs, signatures and personal messages from the
by senior council in the IRC for arbitration of any additional Minister—and not just in your department, Minister, but
payment to staff for productivity gains achieved during theacross all Government departments. | am curious to know
term of the previous agreement. what the budget is for public relations, newspaper ads, glossy
The full year cost of the 10 per cent increase awardegublications, brochures and so on for the coming year and for
under the second EB agreement is approximately $5 milliorthe year we are just finishing; and what percentage of those
Arrears of 2 per cent, which are backdated to 1 May 1997 andontained photographs of the Minister?
a further 4 per cent increase payable on 1 June 1997, have The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | am very pleased to know that the
been paid during the 1997-98 financial year at a cost of sommember for Kaurna is interested in my photographic collec-
$3.3 million. Further annual increases of 2 per cent ard¢ion and | will be happy to provide him with an answer. | am
payable effectively from 1 July 1998 and 1 July 1999 at a cosafraid the question will need to be taken on notice because of
of $2 million per instalment. The Department for Environ- the amount of detail asked for by the honourable member.
ment, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs will have been Any of the pictures or any of the notes that appear from the
provided with an appropriation of $3 million in a full year, Minister on brochures and publications throughout the
that is, 2 per cent per annum over three financial yearsiepartment have been done as a result of comments from the
OMIA-Department for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal many people across the State saying that they would either
Affairs-DOSAA agreement was approved in February 1998like to hear from the Minister or to know exactly what a
thereby concluding the second round of enterprise bargainingarticular Minister looks like. It probably does both, but we
for the whole agency. will be happy to provide the honourable member with the
The DEHAA agreement, which includes the DOSAA answers to that question.
agreement, provides for a 6 per cent wages increase. They Mrs MAYWALD: Not surprisingly, my question relates
range from 6 per cent from 1 September 1997 at a cost ab water catchment boards and the concerns raised by the
$125 000; 2 per cent from 1 July 1998 at a further cost oEconomic and Finance Committee and also by members of
$50 000; and a further 2 per cent from 1 July 1999 at a furthethis House. | refer to the Portfolio Statements, page 9.8, in
cost of $50 000. The full year cost of the DEHAA-DOSAA which it is stated that one of the strategies is to administer the
agreement in the year 1999-2000 is $250 000. DOSAA wagVater Resources Act. As a bit of background, | point out that
provided with supplementation of $150 000 in a full year andyesterday the South-East Catchment Water Board met and it
that equates to 6 per cent in total spread equally over threeo questioned the prepared budget of the board. Although it
financial years. accepted that there needed to be a levy, it felt that $10 was
Mr HILL:  Will the Minister advise the Committee unfair and inequitable and that the maximum levy should be
whether the budget has been given extra appropriation taround $7.50 rather than $10 per irrigation equivalent. Given
cover those increases or whether the Minister has had to fintlat the South-East Catchment Water Board has not supported

them from within the department’s own resources? the $10 levy, as gazetted by the Minister—the $10 per
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: There has been no appropriation to irrigation equivalent for the division 1 water base levy—what
cover those increases. action does the Minister plan to take?

Mr HILL: Will the Minister tell the Committee what was The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The honourable member appears
the total cost of establishing the new structure of DEHAAto have more information than | at this stage. | know that the
following the election—she referred to the restructuring inboard undertook to meet. The process that will now take
introductory remarks—and what additional costs are anticiplace is that a letter prepared by the chairman of the board—
pated to be incurred during this coming financial year tdf it has already made a decision that needs to be brought to
finalise any restructuring that needs to be done? the Minister for notice—will be sent to me and, when |

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: We do not have that information receive that letter giving me the advice of which the honour-
available. | am happy to take that question on notice andble member appears to be aware at this stage, | will take
provide the information to the honourable member. Beforeappropriate action. If the information that the honourable
the next question, | come back to the question the honourabfeember has is correct, it would appear to me that one of the
member asked previously about the appropriation. In relatiofurther successes we have achieved in managing to establish
to the statement about which we spoke in terms of theatchment water boards around the State, and particularly in
enterprise bargaining agreement, | did say that there has betire South-East, has been the fact that the board has accepted
appropriation in two different areas, that is, $3 million in athat a levy at all was part of what was required. | will wait
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until 1 get the information to see just exactly what haspositive initiative for the sustainability of our most valuable
transpired. If the board has ratified the levy, | take that to bevater resource is maintained?
an acceptance of the moves that the Government has The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | am quite sure that the honourable
attempted to provide in integrated water managemennember is aware that we are now talking about an extremely
throughout the whole State. complex issue, but it is one of great significance to South
Mrs MAYWALD: | have a supplementary question. In Australia. In the first instance, let me comment about the cap.
relation to the $10 that is already gazetted, if my informationT here has never been any inference that it is only a tempo-
is correct, would there be an opportunity to change that levyary, one-year cap. The cap has been negotiated since the late

to $7.50? 1960s. As far as we are concerned, the cap is there to stay. As
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Changes to levies can be made priorfar as the Murray-Darling Basin Commission is concerned,
to the end of the financial year. and as far as the Ministers on the council are concerned, |

Mrs MAYWALD: What would be the last date on which SUggest that at this stage the cap is reasonably secure in the
the Minister would need to receive advice for it to be changedn@nner in which it has been negotiated. However, that does
for the next financial year? not address the aspects of the honourable member’s question.

. s In my opening statement | referred to my visit to New
'II\'/Ihe uzr\\(.vlaAClZ_b}foté_Probtibly within thetr?etXt few days.d South Wales and Victoria to look at the Snowy Mountains
rs - wlven the concerns thal Were raiseéd g .o e part of this problem has come about because of

in Parliament and by the Economic and Finance comm'ttegorporatisation. Under the scheme, which effectively captures

in relation to the processes establishing these levies and tWaters from every stream, tributary, creek or river that runs

accountability of the boards to the community, is the Mlnlsterwithin aradius of the Snowy Mountains, the major capacities

considering reviewing the Water Resources Act so that 3hat have been taken from these rivers are stored, and through
least half the members of the catchment water boards a Versions that have been negotiated under the cap, we

electt)ledt:a'?er than a;t)pt())_llr_lte? ?K the Mm'St'.etr’,;Nh'Ch woul eceive water flows through the Murray and Murrumbidgee
enable better accountability to the community? Rivers into South Australia.

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The provisions in the Water o he past few years, Australia has suffered as a result
Resources Act in relation to water catchment boards will bgys |\ rainfall. Unfortunately, we are led by the nose
monitored with respect to the performance of the boards. Ifgnsiderably by the elements of nature, over which we have
as a result of that monitoring it is determined that a reviewyje control. It is recognised that low rainfall has caused
should be undertaken, such a review will take place. | am 0éi}gnificant concerns particularly in areas where there has been
the view that, when moving into new areas, an assessment giyrowth of irrigation areas that utilise immense quantities of
the outcomes that we hoped to achieve at the end of thgater Once we have regulated areas where water is required
appropriate time should take place. In the first instanceg, economic development but is issued only on specific
Parliament agreed to the regimes that we now follow in theyocations, that means that we have management over a
Water Resources Act. The means by which the Ministefteqyjated area. The impact on South Australia in relation to
administers that Act has been accepted by Parliament.  onvironmental flows is significant.

Given that we are implementing new and different  pjiscussions have been taking place in New South Wales.
measures in new areas, | believe that we should continue {pthere are diversions for purposes other than what we use
look at the perceived outcomes and the actual, determinggater for at the moment, it could have an impact on our
outcomes to see that they meet with the objectives Ofjiversions into South Australia. It is not necessarily the cap
Parliament, of the Water Resources Act and of Governmenghat we are talking about: it could well be surplus flows.
A review will occur at an appropriate time. When we have reasonable rainfall and we have peak storage

In terms of the honourable member’s specific questiorin the Hume Dam, the Dartmouth Dam and all the others that
about the election of officers, | think that will be determinedmake up the Snowy Mountains Scheme, we in South
further down the track. The boards that have been set up $ustralia benefit from the excess waters because of the
far have been established through appointment. A series gfirplus water which flows through the Murray, and that keeps
requirements are set out in the Water Resources Act, and theéye Murray Mouth open, which is another problem we are
determine the skills that are required for individuals to takefacing at the moment.
part in a catchment board. They are wide, varied and There is greater discussion among environmental lobbies
professional. The boards that have operated since 1995 hayeNew South Wales to increase environmental flows in rivers
been extremely successful. I do not believe that the principléhat have not flowed for the past 40 years or more, and that
has been proved that an elected board is more efficient thaneans taking waters away from South Australia. That is a big
an appointed board, but anything can be reviewed over timgoncern to us. | can assure the honourable member that New

Mrs MAYWALD: My question concerns page 9.8 and South Wales and Victoria have been told quite strongly by
the strategy in relation to environmental water allocations. South Australia at ministerial councils that any decisions they
recently visited New South Wales and | was very disturbedake that will divert extra waters to be utilised outside of our
by the move by New South Wales irrigators—and it is a largenegotiated arrangements must be an impact on New South
movement over there—to have repealed the cap on thé&/ales and Victoria and not on South Australia. All these
Murray-Darling Basin Commission. Their argument is thatareas are still under discussion. The seriousness of this whole
it was a one-year temporary cap that was established on a trigskue will not be solved in the short term, but | assure the
basis and that it has been extended but now should Heonourable member that the South Australian Government
repealed. The Minister would appreciate that the implicationsloes not take this matter lightly. We have pushed our position
for South Australia are serious. Can the Minister advise whattrongly and we will continue to do so until we come to some
is the South Australian Government’s position on the cap iffiorm of arrangement that settles down the latest discussions
relation to the Murray-Darling Basin Commission’s stance?about extra waters being diverted out of the schemes that we
What measures can South Australia take to ensure that thisse now.
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Mr HILL: | turn to national parks and the botanic  The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The member’s question of course
gardens. As a point of reference | refer to Budget Paper 3glates back to the difficulties that we are going to have in this
page 175. In relation to botanic gardens | refer to the hillsnove from cash to accrual. We can certainly attempt again
gardens. | asked the Minister about this by way of Questioto take the member through the budget figures to show him
on Notice No. 105 and | was grateful for the response. Théhat, in effect, the supposition from him that there has been
situation is that there are three hills gardens: Mount Loftya decrease is not correct. But this will not happen without
Wittunga and Beechwood. Over recent years the amount giome difficulty. So perhaps if the member is agreeable we
money available for those gardens has been reduced and, s take the question on notice and attempt to give him the
a result, the Wittunga Botanic Gardens in particular hasransitional outcomes, which will show the honourable
substantially changed its orientation. | understand thatmember that in fact there is an increase and not a decrease.
Beechwood, which is a four hectare garden, continues to have Mr HILL: Last year the budget for protected areas
up to $100 000 a year spent on it. This garden is open famanagement was a program within a grouping called resource
only 50-odd days a year. It was down to 25 days a year igonservation and management, and last year's Program
1996-97. The figures from the annual reports show that it hagstimates at page 410 indicated a cut from $13.5 million in
about 5 000 visitors a year, so the level of subsidy for thos@996-97 to $12.8 million in 1997-98. Can the Minister
visitors is almost as great as the subsidy for somebody going:concile the 1997-98 figure of $12.8 million for protected
to see the opera or one of the concerts in Adelaide. areas management with the 1998-99 budget and tell the

I think it is a scandal that such a large sum of money i€ommittee how much will be spent this year on protected
being used on a piece of infrastructure which gets very littléréas management?
public use. In fact, the majority of the use of the garden is The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | am afraid that, once again, my last
enjoyed by the private landowners of the property which use@nswer relates to this whole area, and it is extremely difficult.
to go with the gardens. As the Minister knows, there have here are areas where it is totally impossible to be able to
been a number of reports into the future of the garden. Theriglate one figure to another. The member would be well
was a report in April 1995 by Mr Robert Glenn, who aware that we are not judging apples with apples this year.
recommended that the Government sell Beechwood. Thdext year should be different.
Botanic Gardens supported it and recommended the sale to Mr Hill interjecting:
the Minister. The previous Minister at the time decided not The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | hope not; we have gone through
to sell the gardens. | note that it was in his electorate so henough changes this year without contemplating any other
may have had some other interest in it as well. But that is neghanges, | can assure you. It is not just from your point of
longer the case. Will the Minister review the Glenn report andriew. Perhaps if the member would like to have a briefing at
will she bite the bullet and dispose of Beechwood so that tha later stage to take him through the moves to the greatest
money which is being spent there can go to public use in thdegree that we can, we can arrange that as well.
other hills gardens and not be spent for private benefit in Mr HILL: | thank the Minister for that.
Beechwood? Mr SCALZI: | refer to page 9.9 of the Portfolio State-
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | appreciate the question from the ments which makes the following reference:
member for Kaurna. He has correctly identified that it is @ Improve water catchment management through the establishment
dilemma for the Government in terms of the two aspects thand support of Catchment Water Management Boards.
are involved. One, of course, is the heritage aspect of thghe Torrens and Patawalonga Catchment Water Management
gardens themselves; the other is the arrangement that hggards have received approximately $12 million from the
been made with private tenants within the gardens. So datchment environment levy over the past three years. | have
certainly do not deny that we do have a dilemma in terms ohad many questions from my constituents as to what are the
what the eventual outcomes may be in relation to whether ipenefits of that $12 million. Minister, what have the boards
fact we look at selling or whether some other arrangemengchieved with this funding?
can be made with the tenants that now occupy the Beechwood The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | thank the honourable member for
home. Inrelation to the Glenn report, in fact another internakis question and | know of his very specific interest in this
review has been conducted just recently. That was intendegtea and in particular his support for the Torrens board and
to build upon the Glenn report. At the moment there argperefore his constituents in his own area, and he has worked
recommendations before me which | am considering irextremely hard. | know there was a major concern with a
relation to Beechwood. I have not drawn any conclusions ajarticular trash rack and that the member took great steps not
this stage, but | am quite happy if the member for Kaurngy to supply a solution but to make sure that not only the
would like to join me in a discussion on what the possibleconstituents but the board and the local government all
options are for Beechwood, and | would certainly Welcomemanaged to come to a negotiated agreement on that, for
his bipartisan approach. which | congratulate him. The major achievements for both
MrHILL: | am always prepared to be bipartisan. |the Torrens and the Patawalonga are pretty well established.
appreciate the answer. The 1998-99 Budget Paper 3hey have been numerous and most effective. There was first
page 175, shows expenditure this year for national parks aref all the preparation by both boards of comprehensive
botanic gardens estimated at $27.248 million, and this isatchment plans, which outlined their respective programs for
shown as a reduction on the current year estimated outcontiee next few years.
of $27.965 million. Given the Minister's announcement on  Other achievements include the dredging of the Torrens
28 May of an extra $2.5 million for parks over the next yearLake for the first time in 60 years, in partnership with the
and allowing for the note at page 519 of Budget Paper 2 tha€ity of Adelaide and the Department of Environment,
$2 million refers to capital funding, can the Minister reconcileHeritage and Aboriginal Affairs; the provision of funds to
how the allocation for next year is an increase in fundingover 70 private land holders on the Torrens River to under-
when it is in fact less than the 1997-98 outcome? take remedial works on their properties along the riparian
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zone; the installation of the trash racks that we have talkechouth, which is primarily due to the recent dry period
about on Fourth Creek—and there was approximatelyhroughout the Murray-Darling Basin. There is a continual
$225 000 involved in that, but it is extremely important for net movement of sand into the area just inside the mouth,
the quality of the water flows; the installation of trash rackswhich has resulted in the mouth channel being reduced to
at 14 locations throughout the Patawalonga catchment; thebout 30 metres wide and less than two metres deep at low
board grant of $120 000 to the City of Campbelltown for thetide. That has significantly reduced the tidal flow, particularly
construction of the Alder Street ecosol gross pollutant trapto the Coorong, and is likely to lead to complete closure in
which is working exceedingly well; the establishment of fourthe near future—as | believe we all know.

Our Patch G.roups,.whi(j,h is a'community education project, The large amount of sand that is kept in suspension by
and that is in conjunction with the East Marden Primaryyyave action on the ocean beach means that the incoming tide
School, residents’ groups, the Magill Sunrise Rotary Clulyrings more sand into the Goolwa channel and the Coorong
and the Norwood Morialta High School; the removal of than the outgoing tide takes out. So, it requires a significant—
exotic trees and woody weeds from and the revegetation @fnq | really mean a significant—river flow to flush the sand
more than 35 kilometres of the Torrens River watercoursgom the mouth. From past records, it is evident that restric-
under the exotic plant control program; provision of funds totjon of the mouth occurs whenever there is a period of more

the Tea Tree Gully City Council to assist in the constructionhan 12 months without a flow event that is sufficient to flush

construction of the Warriparinga Wetland at Science Park; gaye| of water of some 600 gigalitres in a month.
contribution of funds towards both the establishment of the

Urrbrae Wetland and the detention basin at Glenside; th\clav eTgvg]ﬁ;’dazégﬁ?;‘gﬁehaggr?sggétrr;;nﬁ?iﬂ%gonrggggi;
installation of a high volume trash and silt trap at Brighton Y gnt. ! P 9
year we also had a lower than average rainfall and, as a

to stop polluted stormwater from discharging into the GU|fconsequence, not only has there been no river flow past the

St Vincent—and we all know how important that is; the -
. P barrages since 17 November 1997 but there has not been a
establishment of some 12 pollutant load monitoring sta- ignificant flow event since December 1996—that is 18

tions—in addition, macro-invertebrate and riparian survey: onths. So, it is estimated that the frequency of possible

are being undertaken at 18 other locations to monitor th o . .
health of both the Torrens River and the Patawalonga Basi estriction of the mouth has increased ffom. the one year in
0, before the barrages were constructed in 1940, to about

and the provision of funding for twice weekly clean-ups ne year in six currently. This change in frequency is due to

throughout both catchments by crews from the Departme e combination of the reduced tidal flows in and out of the

for Correctional Services—and that has been not only a mo X
urray mouth because of the barrages and the reduced river

innovative but an exceptionally good program that ha lows due to upstream diversions for irrigation and the urban
benefits both for the environment and certainly from the pomwater supplieg 9

of community services. . . . . .
There was also the provision of funding for several other SO0, the Government s certainly taking all possible action
projects, some examples of which are: the Eastern Metropolf© manage the current situation and to prepare for the possible
tan stormwater protection project; the Changing Stream@'osure- The Government is also investigating Ion_ge_r term
industrial pollution prevention project; Stormwater Smart,0Ptions to reduce the possibility of this type of restriction at
which is also a pollution reduction project; the Street Smarthe mouth occurring in the future. To that end, the Murray
River Clean Project; Clean Waters; Shop to Shore; the Ou¥iouth Advisory Committee has been re-established to
Patch program; and the very successful Kids Congress fdifovide the Government and the Murray-Darling Basin
Catchment Care, which is increasing every year. The numb&ommission with advice and to prepare for the possible
of children and schools now involved in that project is anclosure. The committee has implemented upgraded monitor-
absolute delight to see. | believe that that covers a fair rang9 Programs to ensure that any changes in the hydrogeology
of the achievements that we have now seen within both thosgd ecology of the Coorong and the Goolwa channel are
specific areas of catchment boards. identified early and can therefore be addressed. Regular aerial

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | refer the Minister to page 9.8 of photography is being undertaken to monitor the sand build-up
the Portfolio Statements, concerning environmental flown the mouth area, and a detailed survey has been undertaken
allocations for the Murray River in South Australia. | was t0 identify the best possible site for reopening the mouth
lucky enough to be invited down to the launch of Jockshould it, in effect, close.

Veenstra’'s nevpirit of the Coorongecently, a magnificent It will not be possible to reopen the mouth with confidence
vessel which was built at Goolwa. It will be cruising down of sustaining that opening until there is a reasonable flow in
across the barrage and through into the Coorong, and ttiee Murray River. | am advised that this is unlikely to occur
owners are obviously keen to market the magnificent Murrayntil at least September this year. The low amount of water
mouth as well. storage throughout the Murray-Darling Basin makes it likely

The Hon. D.C. Kotz interjecting: that a significant flow will not occur this winter. However,

Mr BROKENSHIRE: This is a statement and a ques- if the mouth does close, the height of the sand bar that builds
tion—and an advertisement for a very good entrepreneurialp at the mouth will quickly exceed the pool level in Lake
tourism operator. | know why the river is closing at the Alexandrina and, therefore, it may become necessary to
moment, and it is a matter of concern, even if it does noteopen the mouth, even though there are only moderate river
happen very often. Will the Minister tell the Committee whatflows, to avoid flooding that could arise in those circum-
she is doing about this matter? stances. It has been estimated that the cost of reopening

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: It is an extremely important would be in the order of some $250 000. The Murray-Darling
guestion, and | believe that we have already touched on thgasin Commission has recently agreed, in principle, to fund
aspects of this finite resource of water which it all relates tothe activities directly related to reopening the mouth. So, that
We currently have a severe restriction of the Murray Rivewill reduce our cost, which | am very pleased to say.



19 June 1998 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 153

The committee is investigating options for reducing the$4 546 508; output cultural and natural heritage is zero
risk of the problem occurring in the future by making betterincome, with expenditure of $327 038; and community
use of the available water in the Murray-Darling Basin. But,involvement, income of $59 500 and expenditure of
at the moment, a lot of the answer will rely upon the element$1 061 157.
and whether in fact rainfall to the degree that we require will  Income in those five key output areas totals $5 778 335,
come in the short or the long term. with the overall expenditure at $26 429 020. A breakdown of

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Before calling the next specific funds from the parks agenda program includes the
question, | understand that there is an emerging consensfige new ranger positions, an OPS3 ranger position at
that we may be able to finish earlier this afternoon, atnnamincka, a senior wildlife ecologist for park management,
approximately 4.30 or 5 o’clock. We are not committed totwo park assistant positions, two project officers to develop
that at this stage but, if the Parties could sort that out over thine statewide visitor monitoring and survey program, and
lunch break, it will give everyone an indication of the likely $50 000 funding for botanical support for the Friends of
closing time. Parks.

Mr HILL: Of course, it partly depends on the length of ~ Mr HILL: |do not think that the Minister really answered
the answers to the questions. | would like to ask the Ministemy question. | was trying to focus in on what that language
about the various parks that are part of the State’s resenraeans for individual parks and | mentioned a couple. Could
system, and | refer the Minister to her reply to my questiorthe Minister say what it means for just one park in my
on notice (No. 66) relating to the annual budget for theelectorate and in the member for Mawson’'s electorate
various parcels of land which comprise the State’s reservibecause | am sure that he is interested, namely, the Onkapar-
system. The Minister did not answer that question—perhapgga National Park? What does it mean? How much money
she was not able to answer it. The Minister made thiwill it get? What will be spent on the ground?
statement: The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | know what the honourable

The resources allocated to the management of these reserves Bi@mber is asking but, in terms of the coming budget, it is not
not specifically allocated to each individual reserve but allocated by question that | can answer at this time. The budget delivery
the OutpUtS required to achieve the Strategic ObjectiVeS of thgver the area to Wh|Ch the honourabie member refers |S a
Government. lobal budget and it will be in terms of outputs and the needs
The Minister had obviously been reading from the accruagf those outputs as they arise. We could probably provide the
accounting handbook. What are the strategic objectives, whabnourable member with the amounts that would have been
outputs are required and how are resources allocated? Cowgent in the range of parks at the end of this financial year,
the Minister answer that question by way of example to and | have no doubt that they will be indicative of what we
couple of parks, perhaps Yumbarra and the Onkaparinggre liable to spend in the coming year.

Park? The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The Minister can take that

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The honourable member would on notice and prepare what is relevant to the question. Is the

recall from my opening statement that we have specified §inister happy to take that on notice and prepare whatever
budget of $26 429 000 for the management and developmesghe can to assist the honourable member?

of the State’s national parks. The funding will be directedto  The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Yes, if the honourable member

five key output areas: addressing planning and developmepgjieves that it would be of assistance to provide him with a
of a representative reserve system; the provision of visitopreakdown of the previous individual amounts allocated. As

facilities and services; biodiversity management; cultural angl say, they should be indicative of what our expected
natural heritage; and community involvement. The fundingexpenditures would be this coming year.

is derived from State and Commonwealth grants, which ‘pmr HILL: Yesterday in Commitee B | asked the
includes Natural Heritage Trust funds and fees and charg@ginister for Primary Industries a number of questions in
recovered from park users, including visitors, lessees angjation to the Yumbarra reserve and, in particular, the
licence holders. _ _ _ ~_ anomaly that the Department of Mines, or what was the
The parks agenda is a major environmental initiativepepartment of Mines, wanted to explore. | asked him whether
direCtly Contributing the additional $30 million in funding to or not his department was examining whether it could use
parks over six years from 1997. The parks agenda fundingrovisions within the legislation to extend the meaning of
has been increased this year by $2.5 million to $5 million:scjentific investigation’ to include mineral exploration. As

Notable commitments within this year's budget include thehe Minister would understand this would be somewhat of a
Ongolng deve|0pment and management Of visitor fac|l|t|e%0ntroversy_ |n answer to my question:

and services in the parks recognised as key tourism destina- ; o . : I

tions, an allocation of $700 000 to the nationally recogniseqvh;ggro %g{%?,fg%&‘@gﬂ‘}‘giggﬁ)mCh allow investigation to see
operation Bounce Back, w_hlch is an _mtegrated threaihe departmental officer, Mr Alley, replied:

abatement program and which aims to impose control o n ) A

major pest species in the Flinders Ranges National Park 1hatdecision will be made by Minister Kotz.

within five years, and the provision of a $500 000 State andis the Minister aware of what the Department of Mines is
Natural Heritage Trust component for parks. attempting to do, and what is her position on it?

The representative reserve system—and | am now looking The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | can only presume that the answer
at the five key output areas to which | referred earlier—the honourable member was given by the departmental officer
involves a projected income of $1 000 with outgoingwas in terms hypothetical.
expenditure of $2 926 912. With respect to the output, which  Mr HILL: 1did not realise that the Minister was unaware
relates to the visitor services—the second of the key areas-of this. Apparently Crown Law opinion has been sought by
the expected income will be $5 701 835 and expenditure wilthe Department of Mines.
be $17 567 405; the expected income from output biodiver- The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | am not aware of any such
sity management would be $16 000, with expenditure ofpproaches. Quite obviously, if Crown Law advice has been
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sought we will all find out about a determination down thepark is part of that concept, but in terms of its declaration, no,
track, but it is not in my hands at this stage and therefore it will not be declared as a park.
cannot give the honourable member a conclusive answer.  Mr HILL: [s that ever or just this year?

Mr HILL: What percentage of State Government funding The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Ever.
for the Wilpena development, into which | understand the Mr HILL: Itis a broken promise.

Government has put $4.5 million, will go towards improved  Mrs GERAGHTY: What funding has been allocated for
park management as opposed to the private financial gain pfogressing the Greater Mount Lofty Park initiative in 19987
the lessees? The Hon. D.C. Kotz: It is $450 000.

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The honourable member will be Mrs GERAGHTY: What was spent on the Friends of
aware that the Government is in partnership with Flinders?arks program in 1997 and what has been allocated for 1998?
Ranges Tourist Services in the major upgrade of the Wilpena The Hon. D.C. Kotz: There has been quite considerable
Tourist Centre at a total cost of some $6.5 million. Themovementin that. As the honourable member will be aware,
Government has spent approximately $3.9 million orwe have some 7 000 volunteers in parks across the board, and
essential infrastructure works including a $1 million visitor 90 groups within the Friends of Parks groupings. In their own
centre, incorporating public information, a shop, toilets andight they contribute a considerable amount of voluntary
National Parks and Wildlife Office facilities; an upgraded labour in terms of dollars to the parks and assist with about
water supply; roads and parking areas; an upgraded cangY0 projects. A grant of $60 000, doubled from $30 000
ground and 50 new camp sites; some 24 new powered sitesnder the parks agenda, was made available on application
and a new ablution block. Flinders Ranges Tourist ServiceBom Friends groups and is allocated from the capital works
has spent $2.5 million to construct 26 new motel units, fullybudget. The parks agenda, which wants to continue to
upgrade the existing 34 units and substantially upgrade argtomote community involvement in parks in order to educate
enlarge the existing chalet and lounge area. volunteer participation in the management of native flora, has

Special attention has been given to rehabilitating andthad an extra allocation of $50 000 to provide botanical
restoring degraded areas around Wilpena, and ovexpertise to the Friends groups. Over 20 botanical training
4 500 native plants are being established to provide additionabntracts were signed. The work will be carried out over the
habitat for birds and animals and improve the amenity of th@ext few years.
area for visitors. ETSA is constructing an innovative The Friends who are interested in the conservation of
solar/diesel power station at Wilpena, at a cost of somearticularly flora within the parks system can have access to
$2 million, to replace the old, rather noisy and inefficientthe scientists who can easily identify some of the perhaps rare
power generation service. The new power station will provideand native species that those of us on the ground who may
quiet, efficient power well into the next century and, with have a commitment to conservation but who cannot readily
underground reticulation, will avoid the use of unsightly identify the rarest of our species cannot identify for greater
powerlines in what is a very beautiful area of the State. Irprotection.
fact, the Premier is at Wilpena at this moment officially  Mrs GERAGHTY: What s the difference between 1997
opening the redeveloped resort. and 1998 in terms of money that was spent?

Mr HILL: Before the most recent State election the The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The budget has been maintained.
Liberal Party in its executive summary of policy commit- The same balance was provided last year as this year. For the
ments, under the heading ‘Focus on the Mount Loftyhonourable member’s information, | point out that, in the area
Ranges’, said that a multi-use Greater Mount Lofty Rangethat supports the Friends of the Park, an additional person has
Park would be created, including upgrading of facilities atbeen brought on board to assist community involvement
Waterfall Gully, Morialta, the Mount Lofty Botanic Gardens within the parks area. In the whole range of community
and the Heysen Trail. At what stage is the creation of thainvolvement, the department expends $1 061 157. That is our
Greater Mount Lofty Ranges Park and how much money hasxpectation of expenditure for this coming year.
been committed to it in this year’s budget? Mrs GERAGHTY: What was spent running the parks

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: It is a matter of great pride that the consultative committees in 1997, and what has been allocated
Liberal Party and this Liberal Government, in terms of itsfor 19987? I refer strictly to State Government funding.
policy initiatives, is looking at improving and increasingthe  The Hon. D.C. Kotz: In relation to the consultative
size of a very important part of our State through the Mountommittees and, therefore, their membership, they all are put
Lofty Ranges into an exceedingly greater area than we hawegether on a voluntary basis. The membership of the
seen. Some $450 000 has been allocated in this year’s budgetmmittee is purely voluntary. No costings are recorded
to take steps to enable the greater park to be establishetirough the department for the consultative committees,
Obviously, some considerable preliminary work needs to béecause they are worked purely on a voluntary basis.
done in establishing the areas that we as a Government can Mr HILL: | have a range of questions about the EPA
immediately put under the Mount Lofty Park reserve areapudget. | assume in some ways that the answers the Minister
and that will mean looking at negotiations with South has already given in relation to other questions will be echoed
Australian Water, with Primary Industries and with otherhere, because it is about trying to understand what is happen-
jurisdictions that have ownership of the different areasng in the EPA budget as a result of this new form of
through which we need to negotiate. It is certainly our aimaccounting. Will the Minister detail the budget of
and a target for the coming year. $31.198 million under ‘environment protection’ for 1998-99

Mr HILL: Do I take it from what the Minister said that and explain what programs are included under this figure?
she will be declaring a Greater Mount Lofty Ranges Parkin  The Hon. D.C. Kotz: In the 1997-98 estimated result
the coming year? columns of the outputs operating statement, the environment

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: In terms of the specific question protection output class encompasses predominantly those
relating to the word ‘park’, as the honourable member wouldactivities of the former water resources group. This is because
realise at this stage it is a concept, and talking about it asthe activities of the former office of the Environment



19 June 1998 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 155

Protection Authority were treated as administered items ifboards take place to address the possible requirements of
1997-98 and, as such, could not be included in DEHAA'sputting more policing measures, if you like, on the ground.
controlled outputs operating statement. When DEHAAI also add that a new unit will be established within the
structured its activities in January 1998 to provide moreagency specifically to investigate major breaches of the
operational efficiency, the Environment Protection AgencyEnvironment Protection Act, the Water Resources Act and
was formed by merging the operational activities of thethe Coast Protection Act. The unit will consist of a small
former office of the Environment Protection Authority and team of officers focused on ensuring that investigations are
the former water resources group. The merger is reflected icarried out efficiently and professionally and that breaches
the 1998-99 budget columns of the outputs operatingfthe Act are met with the full extent of the law.
statement. Preliminary work has already started on the structure of
This restructure, combined with the loss of fuel franchisethe unit and it is hoped that that unit will be fully operational
levy and the desire to improve the transparency of departmefey July 1998. The major driver, if you like, for the establish-
tal accounting, has required revenues and expenses relatingent of the specialist unit arises from the rigour of the Act
to the environment protection fund previously treated ashat dictates what is required in investigations to obtain
administered to be incorporated within DEHAA's controlled successful criminal prosecutions. It is just another step
revenues and expenses. The broad effect of these changegowards what we hope to be an effective solution of the EPA
DEHAA's output class operating statement is shown on pagin South Australia. In addition to the major investigations, the
9.25 of the Portfolio Statements. The honourable member willinit will also play a role in compliance auditing of industry
note that the final bullet point on page 9.34 of the Portfolioand industry groups against specific environment protection
Statements relating to DEHAA contains a typographical erropolicies. For example, the compliance auditing of dairies
that, unfortunately, was not detected by DEHAA or thewithin South Australia against the EPP for the management
Department of Treasury and Finance during the collation obf dairy waste water could be undertaken.
the budget papers. To be consistent with the previous figures, Mr HILL: |think the Minister was saying that there will
the first line should read: be a more aggressive approach to investigation of complaints
As indicated above, $8.6 million of revenue reported. within the department as a result of having a better investiga-

| have a table breakdown in which the member for Kaurnd!Ve se(;vic;a_—and that ifs to the goot()i ' thin|I|< t:e EPAhras
may be interested. It is purely statistical, and I will insert jt €OPP€d a fair amount of criticism—been called a toothless

into Hansard tiger and so on—because of the lack of that investigative arm
$ within the department. It will be interesting to see in ayear’s
Revenues Milion  time whether the EPA has some prosecutions that it can
Water Resources Group (1997-98) 6.5 proudly reveal to us. How many EPA matters are currently
Plus: Transfer from Environment Protection Fund 8.6  with Crown Law or the DPP, and when does the Minister
Less: Prescribed percentage of fees which must be expect these matters to be brought before the courts?
E[)esds'tgfdrtec\’léﬁe': }’rr(')% Fuel Franchise Levy (('2)0) The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | am afraid that we will have to take
Reduction in the Commonwealth Specific Purpose that question on notice.
Payment for the Murray-Darling Basin The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Brokenshire): | am
Commission 2001 Project (2.9) not sure whether or not this will help but, if there are a series
Plulsn'sg‘g‘e“ﬁ] '\Sﬂcﬁﬁjsyvf:t:e v 15 ofquestions on this topic, perhaps the Minister can take them
Increase in Environment E)r/mancement Levy 1.1 onnotice and seek to provide responses as soon as possible.
Total Environment Protection Output Class (1998-99)  10.5 It might be helpful to the Committee, if members are
Expenses M?IIion agreeable.
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: We would not be able to provide
\F/,\fﬁtsrT'?aeﬁgfgicﬁgn? ré)#v?rglrlgn?gﬁ??rotection Fund 359'.% an answer on when the matters are due to go to court but we
Less: Reduction in payment to the Murray-Darling can certainly provide the information regarding the matters
Basin Commission (3.0 under investigation.

Total Environment protection Output Class (1998-99)  41.6 The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | think the member for

Mr HILL: How much does the EPA expect to spend onKaurna is happy to get what information he can as soon as
enforcement in 1998-99, and how many staff will be engageg@racticably possible in respect of some of those specific
in enforcement during that period? Will there be an increaségures, whether they be budget lines or potential prosecu-
or a decrease in both cases over the 1997-98 figures?  tions.

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Once again, it is extremely difficult Mr HILL: Once again, | refer to the EPA but in doing so
to project at this point the amount that will be directed intol refer to an article in th&€ity Messengeof 13 May. Does
an area that has not yet fulfilled and will not fulfil its charter the Minister agree with Rob Thomas from the EPA that the
until certain circumstances arise which will require it to beEPA Act is unworkable and needs to be amended? Has
operational. At this point it is not possible to define the cosmoney been committed in this budget to facilitate this?
that would be related specifically to events that have not yet The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | think the honourable member is
occurred. probably aware that we are approaching a time when many

In terms of enforcement, there have been and will be moref the Acts under our jurisdiction will be reviewed. This will
moves within the catchment management boards. At this timeertainly be the case with the Environment Protection Act. If
they have provided funds to bring on board two pollutanthere is a requirement to review concerns that have been
enforcement officers who will be trained under the auspicesxpressed from different areas, then that will be the oppor-
of the Environment Protection Agency and who will be tunity to do so. In fact, | have approved the terms of the
operational on ground within the Torrens and Patawalongeeview—at least | will approve them—but generally, several
boards. | expect to see more of this type of usage occurringcts within various jurisdictions at the moment are coming
as greater negotiations between the different metropolitanp for review. The Environment Protection Act is one. There
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will certainly be an opportunity for the community to by programs that are geared to meet those objectives. A key
contribute to the development of any amendments that magction is the development of a strategic plan for waste
be required, and | am sure that at that time we will hear thenanagement infrastructure, including waste transfer, resource
concerns. | am also sure that we will receive some kudoeecovery and disposal. To that end, a waste infrastructure
from different areas that know exactly how well the Environ-steering committee has been set up to develop the plan.
ment Protection Agency has conducted itself over the years. Other elements of that strategy implementation include an
Mr HILL: In 1996 the EPA issued an integrated wasteupgrading of conditions of licence relating to the waste
strategy which required a strategic plan for waste managéadustry, a substantial upgrade of the environment protection
ment infrastructure to be developed by the EPA and thgolicy relating to waste management, the enhancement of the
Department of Housing, Urban Development and Locapollution prevention program, and involvement in the
Government and foreshadowed only one major landfill to thelevelopment of a national environment protection measure
north of the city. On 22 June 1995 the Executive Director offor the transport of controlled waste across jurisdictional

the EPA told the Estimates Committee: boundaries. The integrated waste strategy for metropolitan
It is important to understand that the EPA does not have ful*delaide recognised that landfill would continue to be a
control over this matter— major destination for solid waste in the foreseeable future,

that is resiting the Dublin dump— even though methods of waste minimisation and recycling

. . o ) _will most likely continue to improve. Accordingly, the EPA
282”'07%3?\,&%’#}%éngigfobpa#éﬂf pop & itis a reality. Planningy 55 hrepared guidelines for major solid waste landfills which
) will serve as a basis for the Environment Protection Authority

Given the Minister's answer to question on notice No.61 thafyhen commenting on development applications for landfills
under section 47(2a)(iii) of the Environment Protection Actanq also for licence conditions.

the EPA may not refuse to grant a licence for a landfill where  \jy HjLL: | understand that the Minister is putting the

development approval has been given, does the Ministgsarty line on this matter, but | would like to ask why she has

agree that the lack of final authority has severely restncteghanged her mind. As | understand it, when she was Chair of
the ability of the EPA to introduce an integrated wastehe Environment, Resources and Development Committee of
strategy for South Australia? . the Parliament, that committee released a report that stated

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: My first reaction to that would be  that the EPA should be given the final responsibility for
to say ‘No’. The primary role of the EPA in waste manage-determining where landfill sites should be located.
ment is regulatory. As the honourable member knows, the The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | was Presiding Member of the
EPA always licenses depots, and they must operate IBRRD Committee for three years, and | know that | was there
accordance with the conditions set. The agency has recentfyhen the waste management issue was being discussed. | am
undertaken a project to review conditions of licence with ag|so aware that | was not there at the time of the completion
view to making the requirements both more understandablgt that report, so the honourable member cannot establish my
by industry itself and also more enforceable. The regulatoryame as part of that report.
role relates to existing landfills. In recent years, we have seen mr HILL: | withdraw that comment. Does the EPA still
the closure of a number of unsatisfactory landfills and ao|d the view that the number of landfills should be kept to
steady improvement in the standard of the operation of thosg minimum, that is, one dump only in the north? What is the
remaining. A proposal for a new landfill must gain angpas policy on the number of landfills?
approval under the Development Act 1993—and that is The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | have already said that the
administered under the Department of Transport and Urbajtegrated waste strategy for metropolitan Adelaide recognis-
Planning. es that landfill will continue to be a major destination for

For major landfills this has generally meant the preparasolid waste. In general, operating standards at metropolitan
tion of an environmental impact statement by the proponentandfills have been poor when compared with best practice,
which is then assessed by the Environmental Impact Assesgnd that has contributed to very strong public opposition to
ments Branch of the Department of Transport and Urbamew proposals. In the past few years, because of action by the
Planning. They take into account issues such as amenitgnvironment Protection Authority, a number of badly sited
transport, locality, compatibility and surrounding land useJandfills have closed and others have upgraded their perform-
They will also consider advice provided by the EPA on thegnce.
environmental aspects of a proposal. Whilst we have landfill capacity for the southern metro-

The Department of Transport and Urban Planning restrictpolitan area that will be adequate for the next 10 to 15 years,
its responsibilities to planning and location issues. Other thathere has been the potential for difficulties to arise in the
its regulatory role, the EPA promotes waste minimisatiomorth. That has been mitigated to a degree with the approval
through its cleaner production programs and it providesf the IWS landfill at Dublin. A number of proposals are
advice to industry and local government to assist in theurrently being assessed that could further expand capacity.
development of waste management infrastructure and tbhe EPA has prepared guidelines for major solid waste
develop standards such as guidelines for landfills and gredandfills that will serve as a basis for the Environment
organics processing facilities to provide greater certainty t®rotection Authority to consider the development applications
industry. for landfills and licence conditions.

The two major environmental objectives of the Govern- Mr HILL: | may have missed something, but the question
ment and the Environment Protection Authority are towas: does the EPA still hold the view that the number should
establish a best practice waste management system andhi® kept to a minimum, that is, one dump only in the north?
promote pollution prevention within industry and the Is that a ‘Yes'? | am not sure.
community. The integrated waste management strategy for The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The honourable member’s question
metropolitan Adelaide is a series of objectives for therelates to a designated answer that the EPA does not necessa-
management of waste over the next two decades, supportéty have the right to make. In terms of best practice landfills,
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the EPA would consider that an excessive number of landfill&nvironment Protection Act, with the different levels by
does not necessarily fulfil our requirements for landfill wastevhich each of these areas determine whether any develop-
in the next 10 years. | doubt that there will be an overabunment—and at the moment we are talking specifically about
dance but there is obviously a need. When that need arisdandfills—may in fact proceed.

the EPA has a specific position to fill, and it has done that The legislation certainly provides a means by which very
admirably in the past and | see no reason why it will notstringent steps have to be taken by proponents of landfills.
continue to take decisions on a very strong environmentgtnyironmental impact statements are certainly a means by
baS|_s When dealing with the nature of assessments for landfiljhich the process is very extensive before any proponent of
applications when they are lodged. development of a landfill can move to licensing. Through that
MrHILL:  The current system allows anyone to gowhole process the EPA has certain rights in terms of the
through the process of establishing a landfill. If they geicomments that it may make not only on the licensing
planning approval, they have to be licensed by the EPA. Whajonditions but under the application processing in which it
controls does the EPA have to limit the number of landfillsmay decide that the applicant has not complied with any of
if a dozen or so proponents decide to establish them?  the requirements of the Act. So very comprehensively each
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The EPA has powers under of the processes are determined by the Acts of Parliament that
schedule 22 of the Act to dismiss a general application. At thare already struck in this place, including, of course, the
same time, | point out that the honourable member’s questioAnvironment Protection Act, which was struck prior to 1993
is hypothetical. It is not easy for anyone to set up a piece ofinder a Labor Government, in relation to which this Parlia-
land and put a dump on it. | doubt that those people who havent obviously had great debate. That included the Develop-
sufficient finances to be able to look at the purchase of lanéhent Act, and with the introduction of the environment
and dump management would not also look at the market iassessment process this was a means to attempt to stringently
which they would have to operate. It comes down to marketontrol the requirements of safeguard to our environment.
forces and free enterprise, and that tends to restrict the The main way in which the number of landfills will be
number of players !n_any activity. | suggest that market forcegastricted is by raising the bar, if you like, with regard to
would keep to a minimum the number of people who applyenyironmental standards, and the EPA has recently intro-
just for the hell of it, to open up a landfill dump. I not think  g,ced [andfill guidelines which have in fact raised that bar
that we will see an explosion in the number of people whoyng these in their own right set some very high standards for
want to open up areas of South Australia for landfill. At thisfytyre |andfills, and only operators with significant financial
stage, the EPA has sufficient means not to assist those Wh@sources and capability will get over that bar. So as to the
may have a frivolous claim on such a major consideration agyncerns that the member has, on the one hand | think most
this. people across the board have an abhorrence of langiifls
se—as we all do—but they serve a purpose that is an absolute
requirement for the society that we live in. The EPA also has
. - . arole in assisting to provide guidelines for waste minimisa-
MrHILL: Before the break the Minister was respondingyq "2 that, of course, is a major step towards cutting out

to a question that 1 had asked. ab_out the EPAS .role Mhe litter stream, in all aspects, that eventually transcends into
determining the number of landfill sites and the point Shqandfills

made was that, while the EPA has some limited powers, the . . . .
marketplace would fix up any problems in the allocation of So with all of the measures taken into consideration there

the number of sites. If | am not summarising the |OOSitionobviously will still be problems for us in the future until we

correctly, then the Minister can add to it herself, but it is theactually determine the nature of landfills, and we are

marketplace aspect that | am referring to. The concern of thgPntinually looking towards encouraging best practice in
Opposition, and also members of the community, is that agndfills. One of the added disadvantages | think, which
the moment there is something like half a dozen proposals f€rtainly has elicited that abhorrence that we feel about

new landfill sites. Some evidence | have seen suggests tHadfills, is that the manner in which the management of
there should be one or two, maximum, landfill sites devel€Xisting landfills has been undertaken in the past has certainly
oped in Adelaide. It may well be that not all of those sitegnOt been conducive to best practice. So all means that we can

develop, but some may be developed, and if they are devdpossibly devise_underthg different Acts that rela_te to how we
oped there will no doubt be competition between them. It i@ manage this area will certainly attempt to improve this
a question of how that competition, which is the marketplace2'€@, and we are looking at improved best practice manage-
and the need to gain share of market, throughput and so off€nt in landfills from this time on.
relates to the Government’s overall strategy to reduce landfill Mr HILL: On 18 February 1998 the Minister told the
and reduce waste in our community. So | would like theHouse that action was being taken to resolve problems with
Minister to address how the EPA will manage that processthe monitoring and collection of levies payable by dump
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | think my specific comments in Operators. The Minister said that options being looked at
regard to the market enterprise area were due to a commefgluded the installation of weighbridges, charging for clean
made by the member for Kaurna that seemed to conclude thai, as well as waste and random checks. Given the Minister's
there would be a proliferation of landfill sites across theundertaking that this would be resolved within six months,
board. | was pointing out that | thought that part of hiscan she tell the Committee what has happened in that time?
question may have been slightly hypothetical because | did The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The comments and statements that
not believe that we would see this proliferation. The Acts ofl made at that time are certainly very relevant to the develop-
Parliament that assist to alleviate the problem that thenent process that is being undertaken through the department
member is identifying are very specific. Very stringentat the moment. As soon as the proposals have been developed
legislative processes are set down by this Parliament undés the degree that approvals will be sought, through me, I will
its legislation through the Development Act and through thébe quite happy to give a briefing to the member to fill in the

[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]
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details of how these requirements will take place in thdanvestigation of landfill gas issues and also continue to play
future. an active role in the assessment of contaminated sites. It is
Mr HILL: Can the Minister let us know what was spentcurrently developing a contaminated site provision for
implementing the waste management strategy in the lagtcorporation into the Environment Protection Act 1993.
financial year, and what is allocated in this coming one? Recycle 2000 is under review at the moment, and waste
What was spent in progressing the State Governmentiianagement institutional arrangements to clarify the roles of
commitment to reducing waste to landfill by 50 per cent byState and local government will also be part of that review.
the year 2000, and what is allocated in this year’s budget facife cycle assessment is an important environmental manage-
that purpose? ment tool, and that provides a systematic approach to
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: We have a very competent finance assessing the environmental performance of products and
manager here who has figures that will certainly assist thprocesses. The EPA contributed to the Life Cycle Inventory
honourable member, in terms of looking at the area of wastBata Project which was begun by the CRC for waste
management and waste minimisation. The 1998-99 projectadanagement and pollution control in New South Wales in
expenditure is similar to the amount expended in 1997-981997. This project is providing an important database for the
which is $1.223 million. Community interest in waste issuesdevelopment of LCA in Australia. The EPA will contribute
has grown rapidly in recent years, due to a number of factor&§25 000 for the further development of LCA in 1998-99.
which include an inappropriate siting of landfills (about |believe | indicated before that KESAB is responsible for
which we are talking), the introduction of kerbside recyclingthe implementation and management of the Government’s
and the uncertainties regarding the future availability oflitter management strategy, Litter—It's your choice.
disposal sites. KESAB’s allocation of 30¢ per tonne of the solid waste levy
The improvement of waste management in South Australivill provide it with the annual funding of $270 000 to fulfil
to meet our long-term needs has the highest priority in thés responsibilities. So, you can see that the waste strategy
environment and heritage portfolio, and the strategy aboyilan has a host of development procedures under way—and,
which the honourable member is talking (the integrated wasti fact, some already have been undertaken and will continue
strategy for metropolitan Adelaide) sets out a number of keyhroughout this coming year.
elements aimed at improving waste management practices. Ms BEDFORD: How much was spent in having South
A number of those key initiatives will be carried out in Australian input into the development of the national
1998-99 according to the integrated waste strategy. The EP&nvironment protection measures in 1997 and, of that, how
has advertised for two staff to develop and implement thenuch was spent on community consultation per measure?
waste strategy, and it is planned to have them on board in the The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Is the honourable member seeking
new financial year. Further strengthening of licence condithe South Australian contribution or the national figure?
tions for all waste depots will be undertaken, with the Ms BEDFORD: The South Australian figure.
objective of achieving best practice operations—which | The Hon. D.C. Kotz: It is not possible to provide that
think I already indicated to the honourable member. answer at the moment, so | will take it on notice. The
Industrial waste minimisation programs are a majorhonourable member will probably understand that there is a
component of the EPA's pollution prevention fund. Throughcontribution by the South Australian Government to the
that fund, the EPA provides consultancy grants of up tdMinisterial Council, which is matched by the Commonwealth
$15 000 and loans of up to $50 000 to businesses to assi@overnment. | will take that question on notice and seek to
with the implementation of pollution and waste reductionobtain the information as to the South Australian contribu-
initiatives. In 1997-98, the EPA approved grants and loanson.
totalling $250 000 to local businesses, and the EPA is Ms BEDFORD: How much was spent on enforcements
expecting to provide a further $260 000 in grants and loan& 1997, and what is allocated for 1998?
during 1998-99 and to spend about $240 000 on pollution The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Can the honourable member clarify
training during 1998-99 through to 1999-2000. that—enforcement of what?
As part of the strategy, the EPA is committed to improv- Ms BEDFORD: Enforcements within the EPA.
ing waste management infrastructure, and on that account the The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | am having a little difficulty
EPA will provide $100 000 for the development of a wasteunderstanding fully the enforcement area to which the
infrastructure strategy, which will focus on a range of issueshonourable member refers. Is she looking at prosecutions,
including the development of guidelines for siting landfills etc? In administering this Act, the EPA carries out compli-
and green waste; composting facilities; the development aince, management, monitoring and enforcement programs,
a long-term strategy for the Wingfield waste depot; and thend approximately 90 per cent effort is directed at compli-
identification of suitable sites for the establishment ofance, management and monitoring. It would be extremely
resource recovery facilities. It will also spend over $200 00difficult to make available the breakdown figures to which
conducting an audit of the commercial and industrial wastéhe honourable member refers. Could she be a little more
stream, which | believe | mentioned earlier. An understandingpecific?
of the content and the quantity of the waste stream is Ms BEDFORD: Earlier today we asked how many cases
paramount in effectively planning and implementing thewere before the courts and | am alluding to the same sort of
waste strategy. The results of the audit will certainly assist théhing. How much is being spent on isolating cases and then
EPA in developing policies and procedures for the minimisaproceeding with prosecutions?
tion, transport, treatment and disposal of commercial and The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Is the honourable member asking
industrial waste. about the number of cases under investigation and the related
Orphan and closed landfills are major generators ofosts?
methane gas, which needs to be recovered and either used inMs BEDFORD: That is right.
cogeneration of electricity or, indeed, flared. As little work ~ The Hon. D.C. Kotz: We will take the honourable
has been undertaken on such sites, the EPA will carry out amember’s question on notice and see what we can do.
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Ms BEDFORD: What is budgeted for 1998 with respect negotiation. Until those processes commence—and they have
to monitoring our waterways and marine areas? all been legislated for—there is no real input or information

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | can provide the honourable | can offer to the member for Kaurna.
member with an indicative figure. We expect a similar Mr HILL: Does the State Government have a policy in
amount to be expended in 1998-99 as was expended wpposition to storing nuclear waste in South Australia?
1997-98, which will cover improvements, protection and The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | can only advise the honourable
monitoring of water and air quality. The allocation is member that it is Commonwealth land that is being discussed,
$1 017 000. In the area of water quality, the State will alsat is a Commonwealth process. When the processes begin,
expend amounts but they will be expended through theonsultation with South Australia will take place.
catchment boards, thus a different set of figures would apply. Mr HILL: | take it then that there is no Government
Further resources than those | am describing here would hgolicy in opposition to storing nuclear waste in South
utilised for water quality improvements. Australia?

It might assist the honourable member if | provide a bitof  The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | can only advise the honourable
background information, acknowledging that the EPAmember that | do not believe there is any such policy
supports other State agencies undertaking ambient watanywhere else in Australia. The Governments of all States
quality monitoring of water bodies in South Australia, whichmust look at supplying areas within their own State for
covers areas such as Lake Alexandrina, Lake Albert, theadioactive repositories, because waste does emanate from
Murray River and a number of significant rivers and streamspur hospital systems and many other areas that are required
such as the Blue Lake ground water supplies in the Souttat present. There is nothing further | can add at the present
East, as well as the northern Adelaide and Willunga aquifergime.
and marine waters such as the Port River, metropolitan Mr HILL: Will the Minister guarantee that any low level
bathing waters and Boston Bay at Port Lincoln. waste repository in South Australia will not become the

The purpose of this program is to provide data on wateftogical place to dump high level waste, including waste from
quality for the State Water Plan and the State Environmentverseas?

Reports, and to assess whether water quality in important The Hon. D.C. Kotz: South Australia already has low
water bodies is changing over time. It will also provide dataevel repositories. | believe that the honourable member was
to assess the long-term ecologically sustainable developmedirecting his question towards Commonwealth land. | have
of our water resources. The report assesses the results of thdvised him that a series of processes are legislatively
monitoring programs for the Port River. Results regarding thelirected and, under those processes, certain requirements will
metropolitan bathing waters have been released, and repolis undertaken where each and every State, including South
assessing the condition of other water bodies are beingustralia, will be able to make some comment. | am quite
developed and are due to be released soon. Data from tkare that the Leader and members of the Opposition will be
ambient water quality monitoring program are held in theinvolved in that process at that time.

environmental data management system. It is proposed that Mr HILL: | would like to turn to issues relating to
this data, together with reports assessing it, will be providedewage disposal at Bolivar, and other works. On 11 July 1997
to the general public via the world wide web. the Chairman of the EPA said that United Water would pay

Mr HILL: On 10 June the Federal Minister for Re- the estimated cost of $500 000 for fixing ‘the big pong’ and
sources, Energy and Coal Mining, Senator Parer, announcédiat the EPA would charge United Water for the cost of
that the final 18 sites for a national radioactive wastanvestigations, already at $60 000. Did United Water pay the
repository are all located in South Australia. This suggest&PA's costs associated with investigating and correcting the
some new Liberal numberplate ideas, following the Premier'8olivar pong, including the cost of the Hartley report, and
plan for ‘Going All The Way’. We could have, for example, were any other penalties imposed by the EPA in relation to
‘SA Glowing All The Way’, or ‘SA the Nuclear Waste the failure of the Bolivar works?

Dump’, or perhaps ‘SA Gone Fishin’. Is the Minister aware  The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The odours from the Bolivar

of the decision to close the Scottish nuclear waste reprocesSewage Treatment Plant impacted on many parts of Adelaide
ing plant, and what pressures will that decision have on thduring May and June 1997. Having lived in those areas for
disposal of high level radioactive material? Would that mear80 years, | know that it is not the first time those odours have
that high level waste would be returned to South Australia®listurbed the residents. The EPA engaged an independent

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: It sounds very much as if the auditor to technically review the plant operation during the
member for Kaurna is a bright little spark but, other than thatperiod leading up to the odours and to advise on both short
the answer is ‘No, | am not aware.’ and long-term actions to be taken to eliminate the odours and

Mr HILL: Has the State Government agreed with theprevent recurrences. The auditor’s report was made publicly
location of a nuclear repository in South Australia and whatvailable when completed in September 1997. At its meeting
is proposed to be stored in this facility? of 9 July 1997 | understand that the authority resolved to

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | believe that negotiations are still request SA Water and United Water to develop a comprehen-
to be undertaken in that whole area, including an environsive environmental management system for the Bolivar
mental impact statement. Until that is completed, | do noSewage Treatment Plant to ensure that a major odour problem
have any further information | can provide to the honourablalid not recur.

member. The EMS, which must be consistent with international
Mr HILL: The Minister cannot rule out the Government's standard 1ISO 14001, should be submitted to the authority for
agreeing to a repository in South Australia? approval and should include an environmental policy,

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The Federal Government has environmental objectives, standard operating procedures,
already made undertakings. The State Government can haw@nitoring and reporting systems, an emergency response
only input in terms of the environmental impact statementsystem, training programs, and auditing and continuous
| am not sure whether that has started or is part of thémprovement. As a first step, SA Water and United Water
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were requested to provide the EPA, within 28 days of theequired under the marine environment protection policy,
receipt of the request, a system of monitoring and reportingubordinate under the Act, they reach the new standards.
on plant operations and, in particular, the state of the MrHILL: Will the Minister or the department take on
biological filters in lagoons. Within the powers available notice the details of that question that could not be provided?
under the Environment Protection Act, implementation ofall The Hon. D.C. Kotz: We are quite happy to comply.
the recommendations of the independent auditor's report Mr HILL: The 1997 Auditor-General's Report (page
should be pursued within the time frame specified in thaR52) indicates that in 1996-97 the EPA spent $179 000 on
report. travel. Will the EPA explain the reason for what appears to
I understand that SA Water has complied with thebe a very large expense? In particular, for 1996-97 how much
recommendations of the auditor and is proceeding with thevas spent on local travel; how many trips were made and
development of an EMS. As a consequence of the Bolivahow much was spent on interstate travel; and how many trips
incident in September 1997, the Government announcedwere made and how much was spent on overseas travel? |
commitment to further upgrade the Bolivar STW with the seek similar figures for 1997-98 and the budget for 1998-99,
intention of eliminating background odours associated wittalthough | expect that might need to be taken on notice.
the plant and improving the quality of effluent such thatit The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The level of detail that the honour-
would be suitable for unrestricted irrigation. Effluent reuseable member is seeking is certainly not something we have
of up to 80 per cent is now proposed in the Virginia area an@dn hand. We will be quite happy to take the question on
for the Virginia pipeline, and an associated filtration plant isnotice, although | have a little concern about attempting to
well advanced in its construction. These commitments, alongrovide that information for 1998-99. In discussing travel, the
with trials into aquifer storage and recovery for winter honourable member will realise that that has not occurred as
effluent flow, form the basis of an environment improvementyet.
program that was appended to the EPA licence for Bolivar, Mr HILL: Budget figures for 1998-99 will be sufficient.
which will lead to compliance with the marine environmentLast year the then Minister told this Committee that Cabinet
protection policy. had approved an extra $1.9 million for dredging over six
Subsequent to the auditor’s report, the EPA commencegears. How much will be spent on sand management in
formal investigations into the incident. Information arising 1998-99, and can the Minister point to this information in the
from the investigation was referred to the Department obudget papers?
Public Prosecutions and preliminary advice has been received The Hon. D.C. Kotz: Would the honourable member
by the authority. | understand that the authority is seekingepeat the dollar figure?
further independent advice before reaching a decision on Mr HILL: Apparently, the previous Minister said that
whether to proceed with legal action. With regard to theCabinet had approved an extra $1.9 million for dredging over
question whether SA Water made any payment, SA Watesix years.

indeed paid for the auditor’s report. The Hon. D.C. Kotz: In some of my earlier comments
Mr HILL: But not the $500 000 for fixing the problem? and opening statements, we talked about the one-off amount
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: They will pay for that as well. that was utilised for sand replenishment and dredging at

Mr HILL: Given that SA Water pays licence fees of Brighton. That was a contract, completed in 1997, for
$190 000 for Bolivar, $31 000 for Port Adelaide, $99 000 forreplacing 6 000 cubic metres of sand at Brighton by dredging
Glenelg and $33 000 for Christies Beach Sewerage Worksand from offshore at Port Stanvac. The work took one month
what inspection regime does the EPA have in relation to theo complete. The cost of that entire operation was
sewerage works operated by United Water? Are the siteés4.4 million. A biannual amount of approximately
visited by EPA staff and, if so, how often? What analyses ar§2.4 million was utilised in these programs. So, that
made of discharges to Gulf St Vincent and how are thes84.4 million included the $2.4 million. The honourable
monitored to ensure that they comply with licence condi-member will find the projected budget for 1998-99 under the
tions? budgeted statement of revenue and expenses for administered

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | will ask Rob Thomas, the Director items, page 250, under ‘Other expenses—coast protection
of the EPA, to attempt to give some information on that rangéund’. It shows that the projected expenditure for 1998-99 is
of questions. $790 000. That $790 000 is for coast protection and rehabili-

Mr Thomas: The inspection regime for SA Water would tation works for the State’s coastline. That includes rock
be part of the broader inspection regime used for all premiseprotection, storm surge, flood control barriers and construc-
I cannot give the honourable member exact numbers anibn of groynes.
detail on the number of inspections that have occurred, but Mr HILL: How much money will be spent this year on
since that incident we have introduced a more rigoroushe sand replenishment programs at the Glenelg and West
approach to that plant. We have required SA Water to repoBeach site?
back to us on a number of requirements to which the Minister The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The departments of DEHAA and
has alluded, including the auditor's recommendations. WitfTransport and Urban Planning had met to determine how the
regard to monitoring, all licensed premises under the Act ar8tate responsibility for sand bypassing at Glenelg and West
required to submit detailed monitoring plans, which data iBeach would be assigned between the agencies. It was
attached to their licences. That information is now publiclytherefore determined that the Department of Transport and
available. Itincludes data on all the significant pollutants thatirban Planning would undertake the operational responsibili-
impact on the marine environment, in this case, because thtfor sand bypassing together with its navigational responsi-
is where they all discharge at this point, although it isbilities under the guidance of the broader sand management
intended to phase that out through the environment improveequirements set by the Coast Protection Board. | can provide
ment program process. It includes nutrients, pathogens arilde honourable member with an indication of costs. Although
heavy metals. Obviously, we keep a watching brief on thathese will come under the responsibility of the Department
information to make sure that, as we approach 2001, as ©f Transport and Urban Planning, the State will provide funds
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of $.5 million per annum directly to the Department of The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The sustainable management of
Transport and Urban Planning for the sand bypassing &@outh Australia’s marine environment is certainly of crucial

Glenelg. importance to the economy of State. The proper conservation
Mr HILL: Does that come from your budget? and protection of marine ecological systems that certainly
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: No. drives much of this productivity and the strategic manage-

MrHILL: Yesterday during Estimates B the Deputy ment of the multiple uses of the sea are issues requiring
Leader of the Opposition asked a series of questions of t|~|t‘g‘mely attention to secure future sustainability. With this in
Minister for Primary Industries relating to construction of aMind, the South Australian Government approved the

inist&fevelopment of a marine and estuarine strategy for South

is aware of this, but the Opposition has been given report@UStra”a- The strategy is nearing completion and is expected

that a breakwater at Penneshaw is being constructed froff Pe released mid year. .
stone quarried from the hillimmediately above Penneshaw. Key issues addressed in the strategy include the need for
This ‘mine’ is clearly visible to the town, the ferry terminal clean and healthy seas, sustainable use and certainly conserv-

and tourists as they approach from the sea. As we understalf{§) biodiversity and heritage. The principle driving mecha-
it, no mining right has been granted over this land. The stonBISM for the strategy has been a high level steering committee

is being quarried without any mining right. At the same timeCOMPrising the Department of the Premier and Cabinet,
| also understand that the area where the quarrying is takirlgimary Industries and Resources and my department,
place is a habitat for the glossy black variety of cockatodgEHA,A' Atechnical committee has supported that steering
which theAdvertisemighlighted earlier this week. There are COMMittee and is identifying the issues and preparing the
concerns not only about the environmental damage caused BiFcussion papers. Community consultation has been
the blasting and the quarrying but about the effect this mighgonducted throughout the process and a community reference
have on the cockatoo. Is the Minister aware of this? Has thgf@Up has allowed a range of interests to input directly into

Minister or her department taken any action in relation to it3"iS Process. | can only say again that it is of extreme and
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: In the first instance | would suggest crucial importance to the State of South Australia, and that

: . i : trategy is expected to be released quite soon.
that, if the questions were asked of the Minister for Pr|mary°‘ 3 - X
Industries, whose portfolios include mines, and there is a MrHILL: Willthat strategy include an action plan? The

indication that blasting was taking place without allege pposition unders’;ands that part of the problem.in having the
proper processes, the question was certainly asked in the ri ategy approved is that Cabinet has been holding it up partly

place. | have no knowledge of the issues that the honourabft C2USE Certain proposals requiring action are contrary to the
member has raised. As | said, it is more properly pIace(Y'eWS or the policy positions held by some of the Minister’s

L o2 Ao lleagues.
within that jurisdiction. co . .
i L . . The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | think the member for Kaurna is
Mr HILL: The Minister for Primary I.ndustnes was not drawing a rather long bow if he can tell me what Cabinet has
aware, either. It appears that this is an illegal act. There anrgedded in terms of a document and the comments made. |
concerns not only about the effect on the local environme : ; :
in terms of the agsthetics but also about the black cockato ssure the honourable member that he s totally incorrect in

n endanaered ies. From that point of view. | believe th ny of his assumptions along those lines. As with any
an enaangered species. Fro atpointorview, 1 believe %rategy, it is not a matter of providing an egotistical base for
it falls within your jurisdiction. | would ask the appropriate

officers to investigate this situation some people to put information toge_therjust tositon a dust_y
. : . shelf and gather even more dust: it is a means by which this

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | admire the honourable member's qoyernment will implement its policies and it will do that
concern; | think most people here would. Perhaps if then ough the marine and estuarine strategy. | have no doubt

Deputy Leader of the Opposition were to provide thatihatonce again with the honourable member’s very strong
information to the relevant authority we could look at thatjterest in this area—once the strategy is out and the imple-

rather more quickly than by providing answersHansard  mentation of the different areas of marine and estuarine
because this process will take a little longer than an approa‘iﬂotection are being implemented, the honourable member
to the proper authorities with the information so that any, give his full support.
investigation can be made. _ o _ Mr HILL: I will certainly give my full supportif | agree
MrHILL: The questionwas: is the Minister aware of it? with it and it matches the paper put out by the Opposition in
Shells not. pr that I know she is not, | will provide her with January this year. My final question on this issue is: what
the information. In January, the Government released fharine environment qualifications are held by the four senior
consolidated discussion paper on a marine and estuaripgplic servants who are responsible for the development of
strategy for South Australia coordinated by the Departmenjolicy; that is, the heads of the Departments of Premier and
of Premier and Cabinet and a committee comprising the chigfapinet, Primary Industries and Environment and the project
executives of the Departments of Premier and Cabinebfficer; and does the Minister agree that the strategy needs to
Primary Industries and the Environment. Is the Ministerhe driven from her department rather than the Premiers.
aware of criticism of the draft strategy in that it fails to  The Hon. D.C. Kotz: I think | have already answered that
provide an ecosystem approach to conservation and sustaigestion. It is not just a matter of one particular area: it is a
able management of South Australia’s marine environmenfhole of Government approach. The experts within our

and that it lacks technical credibility? _ Government agencies are garnered from all sides of the
~ The Hon. D.C. Kotz: No, | am not aware of that criti- jurisdictional portfolios and each of them certainly has had
cism. an input. | have no doubt that the expertise required in terms

Mr HILL: You are now, Minister. Given that the of scientific and technical knowledge has also been provided
Government had first proposed release of the strategy laatross the range of experts in each of the departmental areas.
November, what is holding up this work, and when will the ~ Mr HILL: |turn now to coastal programs. At the Third
Government release its strategy? Biennial National Coast to Coast Coastal Management
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Conference held in Perth this year we heard reference to A reportis being produced by the Patawalonga Catchment
a $1 million Federal grant for a Western Australian progranmBoard which actually has some projections on reduction in
called ‘Coast West Coast Care’ and Senator Campbelsediment loading. The other main contributors that have
representing the Federal Environment Minister Robert Hillcaused seagrass decline are the nutrients from sewage, and
spoke of $125 million being available from the Federalthe Government is committed to cleaning up the sewage
environment fund for the coast and clean seas program. Camants to change that. In the Patawalonga area also we have
the Minister advise what Federal grants South Australia wilthe Glenelg effluent outfall. The effects of sewage effluent
receive in 1998-99 for coastal marine programs and indicatare fairly well understood but stormwater effluent effects are
where these are identified in the budget papers? not as well understood. The EPA is currently raising funds

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | advise the honourable member to conduct a major investigation of the Gulf St Vincent new
that a large number of projects have all applied for specifishore area to understand better the stormwater effects so that
programs to be accepted through the national heritage truste can determine future improvements.
moneys. Those projects have been assessed through thelt is also worth pointing out that there are some very
different processes. They are now waiting for acceptancencouraging signs where we have stopped sewage disposal,
through the Federal Government, and it will only be when wen this case sludge disposal, from the Port Adelaide sewage
receive advice that any or all of those projects have beeplant. A recent dive on that site demonstrated that there has
accepted that | will be able to advise the honourable membelbeen seagrass recovery, so | believe that the Government’s

Mr HILL: Perhaps the Minister could indicate when shestrategy for cleaning up the gulf is working, but there is a
will know the success of the South Australian submissionsneed to implement it fully and to include stormwater.

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | would like to be able to indicate Mr HILL: My next question concerns the secret contract
that but this is a matter for the Federal Government and itthat the Government made with United Water, and | assume
processes. Until those processes are completed by a cothat the EPA has a copy of the relevant sections. It sets down
pletely different jurisdiction, | am afraid | cannot give the response times for sewage spills. For customer internal spills,
honourable member the answer. the requirement is for all spills to be attended within one

Mr HILL: | turn now to the Patawalonga stormwater hour. For external spills, the requirement is for all spills to
issue. Last year Mr Thomas said that the EPA had not had attended within two hours. For other spills the response time
opportunity to consider the proposal for a combined discharges four hours. However, the contract is silent on the question
of sewage effluent from the Glenelg sewage works anafwhen United Water is required to inform the EPA of a spill
stormwater from the Patawalonga. Given the recognition thahat may threaten the environment.
stormwater run-off and sewage effluent are the two major For example, on 26 December 1997 it was reported that
pollution problems facing our marine environment in the Gulfraw sewage flowed for 11 hours into Lovell Reserve in the
St Vincent, can the EPA now give the Committee advice orTorrens catchment and may have contributed to an outbreak
the effect of discharging the stormwater at Glenelg Nortlof blue-green algae in the Torrens. Similarly, a spill of
rather than passing through the Patawalonga as a settlisgwage in the streets of Mitcham was not reported to the EPA

basin? because United Water deemed it was not serious enough.
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: We will need to take that question Under what circumstances is United Water required to report
on notice. sewage spills to the EPA?

Mr HILL: Following up that question—and perhaps this The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | know that this is an area of
may need to be taken on notice, too—what pollutant loadsoncern, particularly as the honourable member has used the
will be discharged direct to the gulf; what are the likely dramatic term ‘secret documents’, but | do not think that there
effects on seagrasses in the region; and what scientific studissa great deal that is secret about the environment enforce-
have been undertaken by the EPA to determine the effects ment and reporting provisions of the contract. In the first

relation to the discharge into the gulf at Glenelg? instance, local government authorities should be informed
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | will ask Mr Robert Thomas to about all instances of sewage overflows, not just the most
comment. serious incidents. They should also be provided with

Mr Thomas: | presume we are referring to the dischargeshistorical data which could indicate possible sewage overflow
from the Patawalonga—existing and proposed—uwith regargroblems in their council area. That takes reporting right
to the question. across the board.

Mr HILL: Both. Incident reporting is determined by the severity of the

Mr Thomas: Currently, the discharge during high incident and it has been undertaken by United Water since the
stormwater flows consists primarily of sediments, as you canommencement of the contract with SA Water. There are
tell from the discolouration when stormwater hits the sedhree types of report: a type 1 incident causes material or
water. Of course, there is a pathogen loading as well frorserious environmental harm; a type 2 incident causes
dog faeces and other sorts of things which we find orsignificant public concern and is likely to result in further
pavements. There is a lower nutrient loading and then theraction being taken, that is, complaints to the media, Environ-
are various contaminants that you expect from run-off frorment Protection Authority, SA Water, and local, State or
roadways, including fine particles from tyres, cars and als&ederal Government bodies and other organisations; and
exhausts. There is a whole range of contaminants in storntype 3 incidents fall between the above definitions.
water but the primary contaminant or pollutant is sediment. Type 1 and type 2 incidents have always been reported to
A number of the initiatives of the catchment boards, inthe EPA. A manhole overflow which results in a minor
particular the Patawalonga Catchment Board, are intended thischarge into the stormwater system was previously
concentrate on sediments through their sedimentation basinsgarded as a type 3 incident for reporting purposes, and
and wetlands to improve that. A monitoring scheme is beinginder those circumstances it was not reported to the EPA.
established with a decent baseline to determine whether th&ince January 1998, all waste water spills of any nature that
is successful, but it will take five to 10 years. enter the stormwater system are reported. The EPA has
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requested that SA Water modify its incident reportingcould the department assess whether or not there are areas
procedures to include local government for type 1 and type @hich, for environmental reasons, should not be included for
incidents and, as part of the SA Water licence conditionscommercial usage?
contingency plans are required for each of the four metropoli- The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | am certainly happy to take the
tan sewage treatment plants covering corrective action to bguestion on notice and furnish whatever information we can.
taken for failures at the plants resulting in environmental Mrs MAYWALD: This is a follow-up question to one
harm. that | asked earlier today and | have read through the answer
As part of the update of these plans, SA Water will bebecause | wanted to clarify it first. Minister Kotz, | was a bit
requested to modify its reporting processes to include locadurprised when you showed surprise at the fact that | knew
government in that reporting chain. In relation to the releasabout the board’s decision yesterday and you were not aware
of information concerning sewage overflow problem areaspf it. What was the detail of the conversation between
SA Water has been requested to provide a report outliningourself and the Acting Chairman of the board last night in
current performance relating to the management of blockageslation to the board meeting, and also what advice was given
and overflows in the Adelaide waste water network. Follow+o him about what he can now do in relation to the levy for
ing the completion of the report, negotiations between th¢he South-East catchment for the next financial year?
EPA and SA Water will be carried out to agree on perform- The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | thank the honourable member for
ance parameters for the sewerage system using overseas &ed question. The answer that was given was in terms of the
Australian benchmarks. That is to provide world best practicedministrative processes that formally will be followed that
in the management of the system and to make sure that it enables the Minister to take certain actions on certain
continually achieved. occurrences. At this time | have had no formal notification
United Water has been requested by SA Water to providef the board’s decisions. Until that formal notification is
a reporting mechanism to identify problem spots in thegiven | certainly cannot answer in terms of the details that the
sewerage system, to enable preventive maintenance measumsmber has asked.
to be undertaken and therefore reduce the incidence of Mrs MAYWALD: If formal advice is sent through to the
failures. As another way of being open and informing theoffice today what would be the process that the Minister
public as much as possible, this information will be madewvould undertake?

available through the EPA public register. The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | would have to assess what the
Mr HILL: In her answer, the Minister mentioned a date.formal advice is first, before | would know what procedures
Would she please repeat it? | need to take.
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: 1 January 1998. Mr HILL: On World Environment Day, the Minister put

Mr HILL: Did United Water report to the EPA the spill out a media release with the Minister for Police, Mr lain
that occurred on 31 March 1998 when 500 000 litres of ravEvans, relating to smoky vehicles. | must say as somebody

sewage spilled into the Panalatinga River? who drives from way down in the south on a regular basis |
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | advise the honourable member am perpetually amazed at the number of smoky vehicles on
that we will take that on notice. our roads. On 5 June the Minister said there would be a blitz

Mr HILL: During the process of applications for approval on smoky vehicles and that defect notices would be issued.
to farm bluefin tuna at Kangaroo Island, the OppositionCan the Minister tell me how successful or otherwise that
received several letters raising issues including the lack dilitz was, and how many notices were issued?
research into the effect on ecosystems and proximity to sea The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The member has certainly identified
lion and penguin colonies. What involvement did thea program in which we were quite happy to participate, and
Department of Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs certainly help initiate. The Environment Protection Agency
have in the decision taken in 1996 to zone virtually the wholéhas always had a role to play in observing excessively smoky
coast of South Australia for aquaculture? vehicles, and under the current arrangements owners of

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The honourable member referred vehicles that are observed by EPA officers are sent an
to the whole coast. Will he please repeat his question?  advisory letter requesting that necessary engine repairs be

Mr HILL: | was talking about the zoning of Kangaroo undertaken. The current program commenced in April 1996
Island, but I inadvertently said South Australia. | understandnd it is run in cooperation with the South Australian Police
that all of the coast of Kangaroo Island has been zoned faand Transport SA. Both of those agencies are responsible for
aguaculture. My question was: what involvement did theadministering regulations which control excessive vehicle
Minister's department have in that decision? emissions and they have powers, via issuing a defect notice,

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The honourable member’s question to require mandatory repairs of unroadworthy vehicles.
crosses into the jurisdiction of the primary industries Some 1 033 vehicles—current, as of 7 May—have been
portfolio, which deals specifically with that activity, although observed by EPA officers, of which 45 per cent were diesel-
his question also relates to the input of the Environmenfuelled vehicles and 55 per cent were petrol-fuelled vehicles.
Department in this decision. | am not aware of the declaratiodpproximately 29 per cent of owners have now returned
of the Kangaroo Island coast with respect to aquaculture. repair advice forms, detailing the vehicle repairs that were

| believe the member also mentioned that this was aindertaken. Obviously this response is not necessarily as
decision taken in 1996. | certainly have no information thaigreat as we would like, so one option to improve that
can assist the member in the question that he has just askedsponse rate is to adopt the mandatory repair approach. |
It is not available to me. | believe that it probably would be believe this is successfully used by the Victorian and New
more pertinent to take up this issue with the Department o8outh Wales EPAs, where vehicle owners are given 30 days
Primary Industries. to fix the vehicles and forward proof of repairs to the EPA,

Mr HILL: I have a follow-up question, and | am happy or incur a fine if that is not done. The legislative amendments
for the Minister take this on notice. If in fact my claim is necessary for this type of system are now being considered
correct that the whole of the coast has been zoned that wayy EPA and Transport SA.
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There is not just increasing domestic concern but alséo progress the issue. However, the company needs to gain
international concern about the harmful nature of emissionsiore professional advice than has been the case to date to be
from diesel-fuelled vehicles. The control of gross smokeable to assist this process.
emissions from these vehicles also remains a priority for the In early 1998, the Oil Recyclers Association published an
program. Repairs for diesel vehicles normally only requireEnvironmental Code of Practice for the management of used
regular servicing rather than a major engine overhaul. So thdubricating oil. This offers guidance to lubricating oil
can be simply fixed. The EPA is organising a metropolitan-companies, retailers, transporters and recyclers on issues such
wide program targeting vehicles with excessive exhausts storage, handling, waste management, education, emergen-
emissions with both SAPOL and Transport SA. cy planning and enforcement of legislation. At a recent

During the week of World Environment Day, a very meeting in Brisbane, representatives of agencies in South
specific blitz of smoky vehicles took place in conjunction Australia, Queensland, New South Wales and Western
with these other agencies and it was during that time that th&ustralia advised that they would not be recommending to
police were to defect any vehicles that were not complyingsovernment to become signatories to this code but would
with the regulations. At this time | have not had any responseffer to support its aims. The responsibilities of Governments
to the end result of that week-long blitz. | hope it wasunder the code include managing activities that produce oil,
successful. | think we all suffer in the traffic that we have toeducation, storage and collection of oil and enforcement, and
travel in to get from A to B in the course of our respectivel am advised that State authorities are ready to fulfil the
duties throughout the day, and it is not pleasant. responsibilities set out in that code.

The EPA program is certainly one that raises public Ms BEDFORD: If we agree with it, why are we not going
awareness, which is part of the concerns, and certainly th&b sign it?
awareness then relates to the importance of reducing vehicle The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | believe | just explained that the
exhaust emissions. | think it probably promotes the need foBtate authorities, under their respective jurisdictions, have
all motorists to regularly service their vehicle irrespective ofresponsibilities placed by Government under the code that
exhaust emissions being visible or not. | am as interested dkey follow, so the State authorities already fulfil the
the member for Kaurna in the results of the exercise that wasponsibilities that the industry group set out in the code.
undertaken and | would be happy to relay back to him the Ms BEDFORD: My information indicates that the kind
results once | have a response myself. of plant that Mulhern is talking about is already established

Ms BEDFORD: The Opposition has received a complaintand operating in Western Australia. Have we had a look at
from Mulhern Waste Oil that the State Government isthat?
ignoring the issue of management of waste oil. The company The Hon. D.C. Kotz: It is not a matter of making
claims that the Premier refuses to meet with them and thatomparisons with a particular project. We have not in any
plans by the company for a waste oil recycling plant are beingvay rejected the project. The fact is that Mulhern at this stage
frustrated by the EPA. Can the Minister tell the Committeehas not complied sufficiently with the request for suitable
what the Government’s policy is towards regulating the reusaformation to enable the EPA to assist it in the process and,
of waste oil, and in particular how the application by Mulhernuntil Mulhern complies, there is nothing further we can do.
is being processed? Mr HILL: | have one other question in relation to the

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | thank the honourable member for EPA and to another Liberal Party promise made prior to the
her question, which | will take in two parts. The questionlast election, in its executive summary of promises under
relates to the Mulhern Waste Oil company and it also picksEnvironment and Natural Resources’. Under the heading ‘A
up the aspect of oil reuse in South Australia, which | believeCleaner South Australia-Pollution Control and Waste
was part of the question as well. Used oil is a listed wast&éanagement’, the Liberal Party promised that it would
under the Environment Protection Act and it is estimated thafacilitate development of integrated resource recovery centres
some 11 million litres of waste oil is collected in South at appropriate locations. Will the Minister indicate how that
Australia. Currently, there is indeed a very strong demandjas been done to date and what plans are included in this
and it is reused as a fuel for brick manufacturers, as a boilgrear’s budget?
fuel and as a fuel for smelters at Olympic Dam. In fact, South The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | am very pleased that the honour-
Australia leads the way, in that we are very successful imble member asked this question: it is very pleasing to be able
turning some 10.5 million litres of the 11 million litres that to advise the honourable member that the Liberal Govern-
we extract each year into a reusable product. Other Statesent continues to fulfil its election strategies. In 1997, some
seem to have greater problems than we do. In fact, the#10.6 million worth of materials were recovered from our
storage of unused oils can be anything between 8 twaste stream by kerbside collection and drop-off centres
12 million litres. So South Australia certainly has led the arealone—and this does not include all the industrial recycling
of environmental concern in terms of turning oil into athatis going on within Adelaide’s industry base, nor does it
reusable commodity. include such waste as building and demolition waste or green

Itis understood that Mulhern Waste Oil has raised som&vaste. These last two industries are growing in Adelaide, and
concerns with regard to what it sees as obstruction by thare certainly responsible for diverting large tonnages from
EPA to the upgrading of its waste oil treatment facility to South Australia’s landfill. Through demolition waste
incorporate a thin film evaporation unit. | am advised by therecycling, for example, some 150 000 tonnes was diverted
EPA that it has rightfully sought information from the from landfill last year, and there is a very strong market
company to enable it to undertake an assessment of tlggowth locally for this material. The waste treatment and
emissions and environmental risks associated with theecycling and associated industries are already large employ-
process. However, to date, the response has been relativeys of skilled and semi-skilled labour. Container collection
unsophisticated, given the complexity of the technology thatlepots employ some 600 people across the State. People are
is to be used. The EPA has in fact held many meetings withequired in the collection, transport, sorting, baling, process-
the company, and is willing to hold further meetings in ordering, value adding and sales from these commodities.
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South Australia is certainly unique in that we havefacility, which was approved by the Port Adelaide Enfield
container deposit legislation. No other State in Australia ha€ouncil and which will be built at Wingfield. In addition, we
the privately run drop-off centres that we have. In additionhave 600 bottle depots. It is important that we have not only
Adelaide and other centres have kerbside recycling. As sorting and processing facilities but also treatment facilities.
result, Adelaide and South Australia is certainly equal to theésouth Australia has certainly a world class glass sorting and
national average in terms of nearly all recyclable commodibeneficiation plant, and other such plants are being negoti-
ties and exceeds the national average in regard to beveragted. The bottom line is that many of these outcomes will be
containers. South Australians recover for recycling and reusgetermined by international markets and their determining
some 83 percent of their glass beverage containeréactors.

73 per cent of PET beverage containers and 84 per cent of Mr HILL:  Following the answer to my inadvertent
aluminium cans. The national average is only 45 per cent fodorothy dixer, | would like to ask the Minister something a
glass, 30 per cent for PET and 65 per cent for aluminium. little harder in relation to my question on notice (No. 92),

The importance of South Australian container collectionwhich she answered in the last session of Parliament. It was
depots cannot be underestimated. Of the 109 000 tonnes albout litter targets falling by 25 per cent. The Minister, in her
domestic materials recycled through kerbside and collectioanswer, suggested that she might introduce container deposit
depots, 71 500 tonnes is handled by the depots—that is degislation if those targets were not reached. My question
accumulation of 66.1 per cent. More can be done in Soutkelates to correspondence that the Opposition has received
Australia, however, through kerbside collection, particularlyfrom Recyclers of South Australia, which indicates a number
collection and recycling of newspaper and other glassf problems with the litter stream and, in particular, reference
containers. Kerbside collection of recyclables is facilitateds made to a number of products that are not subject to
within local government by Recycle 2000 Inc., while container deposit legislation.
collection of materials has worked reasonably well. Markets Problem litter includes various alcohol containers,
for these materials has always been the most critical factoalcoholic and non-alcoholic cider bottles, plastic bottles for
Without markets and uses for the materials, there is littldlavoured milk and fruit juices, non-carbonated flavoured
reason to collect them. waters, and so on. The correspondence refers to the volume

While some good markets exist for locally collected of these containers in the litter stream. How are the targets
materials, such as newspapers and some plastics and gldssing monitored, and is the Minister aware of problems
there is a need to improve our recycling industry infrastruc-outlined by the Recyclers Association relating to lack of data?
ture so that it can be processed in South Australia and not The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | mentioned in a previous answer
shipped to the eastern seaboard for reprocessing. Cardboatftat CDL has certainly worked very well in South Australia
office paper, liquid paperboard containers and PET are seand that we are the only State that has undertaken this
interstate, and this adds to the cost of recycling in Soutkexercise at this time. Agreements were made with industry
Australia, as freight then becomes the single most expensiwghen CDL was introduced in 1975. At that time industry had
component. two years to gear up, if you like, before the legislation

In this regard, the State Government is negotiating wittbecame operational in 1977. The legislation was introduced
key industries to establish facilities in Adelaide. The EPA hagprimarily as a litter control measure to specifically control
also provided grants and loans to various industries teans. As the honourable member knows, the legislation has
develop new technologies to recover rubber, plastics andeen very successful in reducing beverage litter. The latest
scrap metal. However, the new primary focus for these grantgtatistics show that 71 per cent of beverage litter in South
will be on the facilitation of local market development. Australia is related to non-CDL containers.

Traditionally, purchase prices for kerbside materials in  As the honourable member rightly points out, CDL does
Adelaide have been developed through negotiated agreaet apply currently to all beverages in South Australia: it
ments, and certain commodities are protected by a floor pricapplies to carbonated soft drinks, beer and wine-based
For example, ACI Glass has for many years held a monopoligeverages, including wine coolers and spirit-based mixes.
on glass supply, and its purchase price has been well abovéne beverages to which it does not apply are wine, milk and
the international market price. The current Australian glaséruit juice. Some others are exempted, such as cider and
price is $72 a tonne, compared with the international markdbeverages made from fermented fruit—contained only in
price of about $32 a tonne. Competition policy and otheiglass. Some other anomalies have emerged in terms of new
events will cause downward pressure on kerbside materiatseverages that have been released onto the market, such as
pricing and pose obvious threats to the viability of recycling.non-carbonated flavoured waters and the new range of sports

The Australia-New Zealand Environment Council of drinks. Manufacturers of these beverages have been given
Ministers met in New Zealand recently to discuss thistwo years to reduce their litter by 25 per cent or face being
problem and is considering a range of options to countera¢aken under CDL.
this very aspect. The Government’'s preference is that CDL certainly achieves recovery rates in South Australia
industry introduce greater waste minimisation in its packagef beverage containers typically greater than 72 per cent, and
ing requirements and provide funding towards recycling, iras high as 98 per cent. The PET recovery rate is 73 per cent,
particular, looking at processing and treatment. So, | am surglass is 84 per cent and aluminium is 84 per cent. A report
that the member for Kaurna can see that a great amount hass undertaken by Matthew Warren in 1995 who found that
been done in South Australia with regard to resourcehe scheme in South Australia, after unredeemed deposits
recovery. were taken into account, cost all sectors of the beverage

The honourable member would also be aware that andustry affected by CDL approximately $176 000. One soft
number of resource recovery facilities have already beedrink manufacturer has previously indicated that the scheme
established, including the Northern Adelaide Waste Managés cost neutral. The recycling industry advises that an
ment Authority and Recyclers of South Australia. Furtherestimated 600 people are directly employed in the collection
facilities are under way, such as the IWS Resource Recoverepots.
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A range of charities and community groups also benefisupply mallee roots to those operators? | will give the
from the collection of recyclables and the 5¢ depositMinister a copy of the article.
Beverage products certainly make up the largest volume of The Hon. D.C. Kotz: We will look at the article and
material collected at kerb side, and beverage glass woulgbtain further information.
Legislation, of course, ensures that consumers receive thgifplementation of the national reserves system, known as
5¢ deposit. Retailers and fillers cannot market beverageSar, according to the IBRA regions? How many full-time
unless they have an arrangement in place to recover theiyyjvalent staff in DEHAA worked directly on this in
containers either through the depot collection system or at997-98 and how many will do so in the next financial year?
point of sale. Contracts do exist between fillers, importers and 4 Hon. D.C. Kotz: | refer the honourable member to
recovery agents to support the collection depot return SySte’H'previous answer that | gave in relation to the key outputs

Two-thirds of all recyclables are returned thro_ugh theyat we spoke about in 1998-99, when | noted the five key
network of depot.s. Oof the_llO 000 tonnes of dpmestlc-relate reas under the classification of output. One was the represen-
waste recycled in Adelaide, 71 500 tonnes is collected by e reserve system, and at that time | gave the information
recycling centres, and the remainder is collected fromg e honourable member that the expenditure projected—

Adelaide’s kerb-side system. Local government, of course, i indicative figures—for this coming year is $2 926 912.
is particularly supportive of CDL as it reduces clean-up costs MrHILL: | understand that a fundraiser has been

and certainly assists in maintaining the kerb-side systems. . .

Unredeemeé/ deposits are forfeiteéiJ by the consumgr to th pointed to ra|s|e n;one% for the kr?ala man?gﬁmfentdprogram
: . . h Kangaroo Island. What was the cost of the fundraising

collector of the material. The industry has been advised thaeErogram in the last financial year; how much money was

if by the year 2000 it has not moved to support the schemes . . ; L
tha)t/ redgce the rate of litter, the GovernFr)r?ent will look atralsed by the fundraiser; what is the anticipated program cost
further introducing greater areas of CDL that will bring other" the next financial year; and how much is expected to be

. ; o raised?
beverages and containers under this legislation. ] .
| can assure the honourable member that industry must 1 he Hon. D.C. Kotz: The honourable member has rightly

deal with this in the short term. It has certainly been advise@inted out that thedre hlfs ?een a public appeal and f]p(;]nsor-
of the arrangements that are in place through my departmeﬁkﬂ'p program aimed at koala rescue management, which was
in recent times. It has been made aware that there is drpiaPlished mainly to raise community awareness of the

imminent date of close-off for voluntary assistance througf{’an@gement strategy and to recoup some of the Govern-

its own industry codes. If that does not achieve the expectﬁe”t’S funding component. To date, $60 000 has been raised.
desired results, we will certainly look at increasing the rangd/ /€ have had some difficulties in having to compete with the
of CDL that is covered by the legislation. Olympic Games sponsorship and with the Princess Diana

Mr HILL: Is the Minister saying that, unless the target@PPeal- A total of $125 000 has been spent on community
of 25 per cent is met by approximately two years from today2/areness, an education program and the public appeal. An
she will look at introducing container legislation? That is notoverall budget of $635 000 was provided for implementing
a very big threat. Will you introduce it or will you just look that strategy over the past 18 months, from January 1997 to
at it? June 1998.

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | think that it is a big threat, | am sure that the honourable member is also aware that

because we are determined that that will happen. If industri€ koala rescue program has significantly assisted in raising
has not moved in a voluntary manner, | certainly see néhe international profile of Kangaroo Island as a tourist

acknowledge that CDL has been extremely important t¢onsiderable national and international media interest in the
South Australia in terms of reducing the litter stream. | amMmanagement of koalas on Kangaroo Island which has been

fully supportive of introducing a form of regulation if Maintained with articles published in overseas newspapers
industry cannot comply. and with magazine and film crews visiting the island. In the

native vegetation and heritage. On 17 June 1998 thgountries have taken film either for documentaries or just for

Advertiserpublished a story under the heading ‘Where there'$heir news services, filming various aspects of the manage-
muck there’s good money’. The story was all about charcodient program and other wildlife features for overseas
production in the Murray-Mallee and, in particular, about onedistribution.
operator located near Blanchetown, who is reported to The program has, to all intents and purposes, been
operate 29 pits that each hold four tonnes of mallee roots &xtremely successful. From the 1994 population of some
a time. The story said that the Mallee had three majoB 000 to 5 000 koalas we have now sterilised almost 2 500,
producers and several small operators and that the produceygh 850 having been relocated to suitable habitat areas in the
could not keep up with the export demand. The large-scal&outh-East. The program will not necessarily involve the
production of charcoal using mallee roots in the Murray-same amount of dollars. We have pretty well completed the
Mallee region has obvious implications for the protection ofprogram at this stage, although there will be monitoring and
native vegetation in South Australia. Where do the charcoat continual evaluation and other programs that will look at
manufacturers source the mallee roots for their operations®2vegetation of their habitat. In terms of absolute dollars, at
The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | am afraid | am unaware of that; this stage the program costs for the next two years are
| cannot help the honourable member with any informatiorestimated to be under $200 000.
at this time. Mr HILL: 1 do not think the Minister has answered my
Mr HILL: If the Minister is not aware, will she make sure question, which was, to put it bluntly: did the fundraising
that the department checks to ensure that the mallee is nefforts cost the Government money or did the Government
being cut in contravention of the Native Vegetation Act tomake a profit out of it?
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The Hon. D.C. Kotz: If we go back to the beginning of Operation Bounceback has been one of the most success-
the comments | made to the honourable member—I presunfal programs undertaken. In fact, it was recognised recently
he was listening at the time—I advised that we had raisely the Federal Government. There will be a further injection
$60 000 but at this stage what we had spent on communityf funds into that program with assistance from the Federal
awareness, education and the public appeal had co&overnment because of its obvious success. The yellow-

$125 000. We did not exactly come out in front. footed rock-wallaby was one of the endangered species that
Mr HILL: Willthe Government be maintaining this very is now thriving within the Flinders Ranges. When the
effective program into this coming budget year? program was first undertaken, the species population was

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: There is no doubt that it has been down to about 80 or 90. Now there is a thriving population
an exceptionally effective program. It was quite obvious fromof anything between 600 and 800.
the beginning that the Government was going to have to put Mr HILL: | thank the Minister for that detail; it is good
in considerable money to enable this program to be they hear of some success stories. What amount was spent by
success that it is. Now that the program has been fairly wethe department in the last financial year on marine biodiver-
concluded (other than management arrangements that will gty conservation? What is allocated for next year? What was
more minor than those we have undertaken at this stagejpent on work directly on assessing and creating a system of
costs are estimated at under $200 000 over the two yeafiarine protected areas in South Australia as agreed by
period. ANZECC? What funds have been allocated in this budget for

Mr HILL:  What contribution does the State Governmentihat purpose?
make to the various endangered species programs, and whatThe Hon. D.C. Kotz: We spoke earlier of the marine and
number of staff and full-time equivalents work directly on estyarine strategy developed for South Australia. The South
that program? Australian representative system of marine protected areas is

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The Government has allocated ap jmportant component of that strategy. The Common-
$300 000 perannum as matching funds for the Nationaealth, through involvement with the States and Territories,
Heritage Trust endangered species program. This means thagso developing an oceans policy for Australia. A national
South Australia can provide a major and significant contrlburepresemaﬂve system of marine protected areas has been
tion to addressing the needs of endangered species in thgntified as a key element of this policy. The Common-
State. We do have a full-time threatened species scientifigeath has established a marine protected areas fund, and
officer who has now been appointed to conduct a review ofhrough that it will provide grants to States and Territories for
the schedules of threatened species under the South Augleveloping a marine protected area system. DEHAA, in
ralian National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 and to ensurépartnership with Primary Industries, has been successful in
that there is effective integration of the threatened speciegptaining a grant of some $119 000 from the 1997-98
program with the regional diversity planning process. Thecommonwealth NPA fund to identify candidate areas for the
endangered species program funds are also being directedth Australian representative marine protected area system.
towards a variety of projects that enhance the conservatigpyiously, the selection process will closely involve

of endangered species in South Australia. , community and industry by using the IMCRA framework.
The formerly endangered brush-tailed bettong is ensured MrHILL: Last year, the then Minister advised this

a reasonably positive future in terms of some of our threale, y nittee that an extra $300 000 had been made available
ened species. In fact, the brush-tailed bettong was dellstqg increase the Heritage Fund to just over $800 000 for
from the Commonwealth threatened species SChedUIeEQ?-QS. The Minister also said that over half of the addition-

aItogether._ The greater stick-nest rat has been recommendgrjfunding would be spent in rural South Australia. Which
for upgrading from endangered to vulnerable. The threats tﬁrojects received funding during 1997-982

the Kangaroo Island glossy black cockatoo have bee .
identifiedgand are now %eingymanaged by members of the ' 1€ Hon. D.C. Kotz: Is the honourable member talking
local community. The most recent count of the cockato pecn‘lcally.about the funding prowdgd by the Government
population involving 130 of the island’s 4 500 residents or places listed under the State Heritage Register?
recorded over 200 birds. In effect, this is the highest record- MrHILL: Yes.
ing since systematic counting began in the 1980s. So, some The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The State Government estimates
exceptionally good results have come about from these focubat in 1998-99 it will provide for a State Heritage Fund
plans. The strong community focus on recovery plans igrogram of some $725 000. The State Heritage Fund will
further reflected by what is excellent work of the groups suctsupport the Government's four key heritage program areas
as the Threatened Species Network and the Threatened Pl&hheritage identification, protection, advice and promotion.
Action Group. The 1998-99 figure comprises an opening balance of some
There is a range of other projects that are also continuin§380 000 income from section 7 receipts of $245 000, with
to provide valuable information on managing threatenedeimbursements from local council for heritage advisory
species and threatening processes. For example, | know ttegrvices of $75 000 and loan repayments of about $25 000.
the honourable member is aware of Operation Bouncebacikhe 1997-98 State Heritage Fund figure of $840 000 was
the species re-introduction programs at Venus Bay, and nefaoosted by a one-off injection of some $300 000. Excluding
introduction programs on offshore islands as well as coordithis one-off supplement and carry over figures, the fund has
nated rabbit and fox control programs that protect malleéemained stable for the last few years. In terms of identifying
fowl populations. The regional biodiversity planning programthe list of heritage works, | do not have the information here,
is leading to a strategic approach to the management &t that can be provided to the honourable member.
threatened species, threatened communities and threateningMr HILL: No doubt, some works roll from one year to
processes on a regional basis. It has been exceedindlye other. Could the Minister provide the Committee with a
pleasing to see the results that have come out in a reasonalglsogram that indicates the full program of heritage works
short time. being undertaken, the amount of funding from the coming
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budget that has already been committed and the amount Gonservation Parks—that includes the Yellabinna Regional
new money available for allocation this year? Reserve—Central Eyre Peninsula and Southern Eyre

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | will take that question on notice. Peninsula. Approval has been granted for the process of

Mrs GERAGHTY: | refer to a question raised earlier formal consultation towards the constitution of wilderness
concerning the solar plant at Wilpena, which, as | understanghrotection areas within both the Lincoln National Park and
is being launched today. What role did the department plagoffin Bay National Park.
in the project—any kind of role at all—and will the depart-  In answer to the honourable member’s question concern-
ment be involved in monitoring the project to assess théng additional resources, the answer is that no extra funding
environmental advantages of using such a renewable energyavailable. The honourable member would understand that
source for any other ventures or projects in the future?  assessments of these areas are fairly labour intensive and time

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The Department of Environment consuming. The advisory committee does a very good job in
and Heritage had a role to play in terms of location and sitéerms of the excessive and intensive requirements to establish
development. Although we were extremely pleased to see thtbe processes to move towards constitution of wilderness
development of the solar diesel energy system, that particularotection.
area comes under infrastructure jurisdictions. Our role was Mr HILL: As a supplementary question, when does the
purely in the environmental area, as | said, in terms oMinister expect the remainder of those requests to be
location and site development. We will undertake other areasompleted?
of management in terms of interpretation of the visitors’ site The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | advise the honourable member
and other aspects along those lines. The solar power statidimat no time limits are set. As each of the areas are reported
is expected to generate considerable interest in its own righlhey are added to an assessment list, and the advisory
and safe walking access is being provided to a speciallgommittee will do its job in the most expeditious manner
constructed viewing area overlooking the site which will possible. But there are no time lines.
incorporate information on the renewable energy system MrHILL: This question relates to community groups—
being used. Does that cover the aspects? and the Minister may wish to take it on notice. Will the

Mrs GERAGHTY: Will some monitoring be undertaken Minister tell me what funding is provided to community
to evaluate the success? It is such a good project and, if wgroups for community conservation programs; to which
are to look at this type of energy for other areas, surely thergroups does the money go; what was the difference between
will be some monitoring to assess its value. 1998-99 and 1997-98; how much money was allocated

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: | am told that it will be interpretive, towards the State peak community conservation body for this
that is, part of the interpretation of the plant in the visitors’year; and how much was allocated in particular to KESAB
centre. So, an ongoing regime will be looking at that wholethis year?
system. A range of Government agencies will take an interest The Hon. D.C. Kotz: We would be happy to take that
in the way in which this produces the energy that is requiredquestion on notice.
its being an optional and alternative means. | have no doubt Mr HILL: As | understand it, the Commonwealth
that many people will be keeping a very interested eye on th&overnment is undertaking a review of its environmental
outcomes down the track. legislation with the expectation that it will introduce, |

Mr HILL: In relation to the Wilderness Protection Act, believe, between one and three omnibus Acts of Parliament
| refer the Minister to her answer to a recent question orealing with biodiversity, environmental protection, coastal
notice in which | asked about the applications for wildernesgrotection and so on. As | understand it, the philosophy of the
protection that have been received by the department. In heurrent Federal Government is that many of the obligations
answer the Minister said that, to date, no wilderness asseszirrently contained within the Federal Acts will be devolved
ments of public wilderness nominations have been completetb the States and, obviously, this raises a resource question.
In order to reduce the large backlog of assessments, &as the department, or the Minister, taken into account that
required under the Wilderness Protection Act, how muchdevolution and the potential effect it will have on the
extra money has been allocated to the Wilderness Advisorgepartment’s budget?

Committee and DEHAA officers to undertake wilderness The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The short answer, which is what the
work? The WA requires the Government to make arhonourable member would like, | am sure, is that the State
assessment of the whole State for recommendation ar@overnment recognises that, when Federal legislation is
protection under the Act. Given the current level of threats toegotiated in conjunction with the State, the impacts upon the
the majority of wilderness areas due to mining activity, whaiState in terms of resources are very obvious. Part of the
extra funds have been allocated to ensure proper assessmeegotiation system to come to an end result with the
is made before wilderness is permanently destroyed? I@ommonwealth is always to stress the requirement that any
particular, | am very interested to know what is happening inmpact on resources of the State is complemented by
the Coongie area where exploration activity is imminent? resources from the Federal Government.

The Hon. D.C. Kotz: The Wilderness Advisory Commit- To what degree we are successful in that depends on the
tee has received 12 requests from members of the public tange of negotiations. | assure the honourable member that,
assess nine areas of South Australia. The Wildernese each instance where Commonwealth legislation reforms
Advisory Committee has assessed and provided recommendaipact on the State budget by reducing support, there is a
tions on four of these areas. The committee is certainlgtrong and powerful negotiated position which provides that
continuing to assess and is preparing reports for two otheghe Commonwealth is required to supply resources to the
publicly nominated areas. Additionally, in accordance withStates to enable them to comply with any Federal legislation
the Act, the Wilderness Advisory Committee has beerthat may be implemented.
undertaking an assessment of all land in South Australiaand Mr HILL: 1 will now place the following omnibus
has provided reports on areas of the Great Victoria Desert, thipiestions on notice. In relation to all departments and
Yellabinna Mallee Wilderness, Yumbarra and Pilbaraagencies for which the Minister has responsibility:
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1. List all consultancies let during 1997-98 indicating if 8. What was the total number and cost of separation
tenders or expressions of interest were called for eacpackages finalised in the financial years 1994-95, 1995-96,
consultancy and, if not, why not, and the terms of referenc&996-97 and 1997-987?
and cost of each consultancy? 9. What is the target number of staff separations in the

2. Which consultants submitted reports during 1997-987998-99 budget? How many TVSPs have been approved by
What was the date on which each report was received by the Commissioner for Public Employment for 1998-99 and
Government and was the report made public? what classifications of employee have been approved for

3. What was the cost for the financial years 1996-97 ang'vSPs in 1998-99?

1997-98 of all services provided by EDS including the cost 10, How many vehicles by classification were hired in
of processing of data, installation and/or maintenance ofach of the financial years 1996-97 and 1997-98, and what

equipment, including the cost of any new equipment eithe{yas the cost of vehicle hire and maintenance in each of those
purchased or leased through EDS, and all other paymengancial years?
related to the Government's contract to outsource information1 relation to the GST. | ask:

? ) :
tec‘r:.n %?J?i?ﬁéolggg-é? and 1997-98 were there any disputes - Has the Minister or any of the departments and
with EDS concerning the availability, level or timeliness of 29€ncies under her portfolio undertaken an analysis of the

services provided under the whole of Government contrad N
with EDS and. if so. what were the details and how were the 0 per cent or at any other rate on the cost of delivering State
resolved? ' ’ overnment goods and services?

5. What are the names and titles of all executives with 2. For each department and agency within her portfolio,
salary and benefit packages exceeding an annual value B how much will the cost of goods and services purchased
$100 000? Which executives have contracts which entitigcrease on the likely GST rate of 10 per gent? _
them to bonus payments and what are the details of all 3. For each department and agency within her portfolio,
bonuses paid in 1997-98? by how much will the cost of each service provided to the

6. What are the names and titles of staff who have beepublic need to rise to prevent an erosion of State Government
issued or have access to Government credit cards? For wH&venues?
purpose was each of these cards issued and what was theThe ACTING CHAIRMAN: There being no further

pact of the introduction of the GST at the likely rate of

expenditure on each card for 1997-98? guestions, | declare the examination of the votes completed.
7. What are the names and titles of all officers who have
been issued with Government owned mobile phones? What ADJOURNMENT

arrangements apply for the payment of mobile telephone
accounts and what restrictions apply to the use of Govern- At 4.34 p.m. the Committee adjourned until Tuesday
ment mobile telephones for private purposes? 23 Juneatllam.



