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guestions per member alternating sides. Members will also
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY be allowed to ask a brief supplementary question to conclude

a line of questioning but, as we said yesterday, those

Wednesday 20 June 2001 supplementary questions will be the exception rather than the
rule.
ESTIMATESCOMMITTEE A Subject to the convenience of the committee, a member
) who is outside the committee and desires to ask a question
Chairman: may do so once the line of questioning on an item has been
The Hon. D.C. Wotton exhausted by the committee. An indication to the chair in

advance from the member outside the committee wishing to
ask the question is therefore necessary. Questions need to be
based on lines of expenditure, as revealed in the estimates

Members:
Mr S.G. Condous

Mrs R.K. Geraghty statement, and reference may be made to other documents as
Ms A.K. Hurley well including the Portfolio Statements. However, | would

Mr I.P. Lewis ask that members attempt at least to identify a page number
Mr E.J. Meier or the program in the relevant financial papers from which
Mr M.J. Wright their question is derived. | think that makes it a lot easier for

us all. Questions not asked at the end of the day may be
placed on thé\otice Paper.

| remind the Deputy Premier that there is no formal
facility for the tabling of documents before the committee.
However, documents can be supplied to the chair for
Department for Primary Industries and Resources,  distribution to other members of the committee. The incorpo-

The Committee met at 11 a.m.

$115 624 000 ration of material irHansard is permitted on the same basis
Administered Items for Department for Primary as applies in the House, that is, that it is purely statistical and
Industries and Resources, $96 629 000 limited to one page in length. | remind members that
guestions need to be directed to the Deputy Premier and not
Witness: his advisers. The Deputy Premier may, if he so wishes, refer

The Hon. R.G. Kerin, Deputy Premier, Minister for questions to advisers for a response. | also advise, for the
Primary Industries and Resources, Minister for Regionapurpose of the committee, that some freedom will be allowed

Development. for television coverage by allowing a short period of filming
from the northern gallery, if desired. | now invite the Deputy
Departmental Advisers: Premier to detail the program for today and, if he so wishes,
Mr D. Mutton, CEO, PIRSA. to make an opening statement.
Mr W. Morgan, Director, Office of Regional Develop-
ment. TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The budget shows government’s
Mr G. Knight, Executive Director, Corporate. strong commitment to primary industries and regional areas
Mr R. Wickes, Executive Director, Sustainable Resourcesvith the budget indicating a 21 per cent increase in the
Mr B. Windle, Executive Director, Food and Fibre. PIRSA budget. The state’s benefits from industries such as
Mr S. Archer, Director, Finance and Business Serviceswine, aquaculture and grain are enormous and have under-
Dr S. Nelle, Director, Food for the Future. pinned the state’s strong export performance and economic

Dr D. Plowman, Director, Research and Development. base. In fact, South Australia is now showing the way

nationally in this regard.

TheCHAIRMAN: First, | declare open for examination  Given the breadth of the portfolios, to assist the opposition
the proposed payments for the Department for Primargnd the departmental staff present, we have prepared today’s
Industries and Resources and Administered Items foestimates sessions into a loose order to allow the time to be
Department for Primary Industries and Resources. Asnaximised fully. First, by agreement, | will take questions on
everyone is aware, these proceedings are conducted orHindmarsh stadium, followed by regional development;
relatively informal basis. | remind members that they do noegriculture and fisheries; and Minerals and Energy, which,
need to stand to ask questions. The committee will determinef course, will be presented by Mr Matthew, who will deliver
an approximate time for consideration of proposed paymentspening remarks at the beginning of that section.
to facilitate change-over of departmental advisers. Changes In relation to regional development, the government
to the composition of the committee will be notified to the comes to this year’'s budget with yet another solid year of
committee as they occur. | ask members to ensure that thechievement, one that has encouraged and maximised local
have provided the chair with a completed request to bévolvement in planning, investment and decision making.
discharged form at the appropriate time. If the DeputyRural recovery is sweeping through much of country SA and
Premier undertakes to supply information at a later date, ffiollows a rapid move towards a more diverse range of
needs to be in a form suitable for insertionHansard and  globally based and consumer focused industries. As a state,
two copies need to be submitted to the Clerk of the House afe are the outstanding performer at present due to our rural-
Assembly no later than Friday 6 July. based exports, value of production and growth in regional

| propose to allow the Deputy Premier and the spokestourism. The transformation of rural and regional South
person for the opposition to make an opening statement (Kustralia has been fuelled by record grain and grape harvests,
they desire) of about 10 minutes but no longer tharhigh livestock prices, an improved wool market, a rapidly
15 minutes. There will be a flexible approach to giving thegrowing aquaculture and wine industry, increased fruit and
call for asking questions and that will be based on about thregegetable production, and growth in regional tourism.
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The windfall is flowing through to rural and regional  Although they have been conducted in Adelaide for the
communities with prosperity and employment in manypast 50 years, eradication operations have become controver-
country towns at levels not experienced for many years. Iisial and worrying for householders. People are increasingly
many country areas, the problems of unemployment and lowary of strangers entering their properties without their
incomes are being replaced by work force accommodatiopresence, and of the use of chemicals in urban areas to bait
shortages, a lack of skilled labour and an unprecedenteahd kill fruit fly. This year's eradication campaign has been
demand on infrastructure. Indeed, there is no shortage @farticularly challenging since all of the outbreaks have been
positive stories in rural and regional South Australia, but withof Mediterranean fruit fly, which is endemic in Perth and is
that comes the challenges with infrastructure. a species that is most difficult to eradicate and has required

The state government’s $15.5 million regional develop-the most use of chemicals. The incidence of Queensland fruit
ment infrastructure fund has gone a long way to providindly in Adelaide has reduced with the tri-state exclusion zone
essential funding to get key projects and developments up aratross South Australia, Victoria and New South Wales and
running, particularly in growth industries such as horticulturethe use of a sterile fruit fly technique that needs minimal use
aquaculture and tourism. In its first year of operation, projectsf chemicals.
assisted led to the creation or retention of some 1 570 jobs The review will be led by an independent consultant from
with new investment of over $368 million. In this budget, thePPK Environment and Infrastructure Pty Ltd, Dr David
state government has allocated more than $230 million i€ruickshanks-Boyd, who is the National Manager of
funding new initiatives to support regional developmentEnvironmental Services, and he is extremely well creden-
during 2001-02. This expenditure will focus resources fromtialled. PPK has a proven track record with demonstrable
a whole of government perspective on the priority andexpertise in reviewing government programs, the develop-
strategic goals identified in Directions for Regional Southments of biology and quarantine, human health, environment-
Australia—an overall budget commitment which exceedslimpact and community and media relations. Specialists in
$1.7 billion in 2001-02. agricultural science, environmental health, risk assessment

It has been a huge year for agriculture; seasonal conditiornd occupational health and safety will be available for the
were tremendous, and prices in general were good—a hardview. The consultant will lead the review and produce a
double to get going at the same time. The state had yeeport that includes the following:
another record grain harvest; the wine industry continued it4. An independent critique of the current operation including:
growth; the meat industry had a huge increase in exportsechnical basis and soundness in South Australia compared
wool prices finally returned to somewhere near a reasonablgith world’s best practice; communication with the
level for the first time in 10 years; and we beat off the majorcommunity on the need for a campaign and the operational
threat posed by the largest locust plague in 50 years. Warocedures and the facts and the chemicals used; communica-
continued to make progress against challenges posed by suotn of what householders need to do to alleviate any risks of
issues as branched broomrape, OJD and BJD. In addition, vexposure to chemicals and observance of withholding
are in an advanced state of preparedness should foot apdriods; procedures documentation and process improvement;
mouth disease or BSE ever cross our shores. staffing supervision and training, including occupational

The government is very committed to FarmBis. This yearhealth and safety; organisation and management; hot line and
there were 27 965 enrolments and 9 342 individual producenrgsponsiveness to public contact; community and local
having completed one or more FarmBis-funded courses witovernment relations during operations; risks of impact on
an expenditure over $9 million. Significant community, statepeople, pets, birds and the environment; and the role and
and commonwealth investment and natural resource manageffectiveness of prevention activities, including road blocks,
ment will continue this year through the implementation ofpublicity and awareness activities.
the Natural Heritage Trust program and, in particular, the. The strengths and weaknesses of the current program and
National Landcare and Bushcare programs. The governmetite opportunities to improve that in the future.
has announced new resources to create a coordinate®l, A strategy and key action steps for improving the overall
multidisciplinary food safety program that will enhance foodprogram.
safety standards across the primary industry sector and A reference panel will represent all stakeholders, particu-
support implementation of the food safety regulatory reformlarly community interests, and the consultant will prepare a
package. consultation draft for presentation to the reference panel and

The areas of aquaculture, fisheries and horticulture arénalise the report, taking into account the views of the
doing particularly well and providing terrific employment reference panel. | want the report completed in time to allow
opportunities across regional South Australia. There is namprovements to be implemented for next season, so it will
doubt we enter these estimates in the strongest regionaked to be finalised by 31 August 2001 at the latest. The
position for many years. reference panel will include community, local government,

Today, | formally announced an independent review of théhorticultural industry, gardening experts, Pest Eradication
operations for fruit fly control in metropolitan Adelaide. | Unit staff and entomology, veterinary, pesticide and public
gave notice of this review recently when | became venhealth specialists.
concerned about the level of anxiety being expressed by the Today, we are also announcing that PIRSA will negotiate
community about the health and safety aspects of thwith the Department of Agriculture in Western Australia for
program. PIRSA conducts surveillance, eradication, bordethe supply of up to 6 million sterile male Mediterranean fruit
inspection and education programs, annually costindlies per week for the eradication program next year. This
$2 million to $4 million depending on seasonal conditionsfollows preliminary trials this season with sterile fly and
and the incidence of outbreaks. The program is delivered bgdditional project funding for accelerating progress on the
PIRSAs Pest Eradication Unit based at Prospect anéhtroduction of this method in Adelaide. In time, this will
involves about 40 full-time equivalent permanent staff andvirtually eliminate the use of chemicals for eradication,
many casual workers for the eradication operations. although it will be prudent to initially include some continu-
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ation of the bait spotting method for about an initial two week Mr WRIGHT: By way of a supplementary question, we
period following detection. New bait mixtures will also be acknowledge that the Deputy Premier became involved in this
trialled. | stress that PIRSA has begun these trials in advanaaatter in about September or October last year. That goes
of the review with the intention of a gradual changeover towithout saying. Another matter relating to the credibility of
the new methods. this inquiry needs to be cleared up, and it occurred prior to
We have accelerated this work in the interests of removinghe Deputy Premier’'s becoming the lead minister. | am sure
the anxiety experienced by Adelaide householders thike would have been canvassed on this matter. We need a cast-
season. | look forward to the outcomes of the PPK review andon guarantee that those documents that went missing from
implementing a new community and environmentally friendlyMinister Hall’s car were copies. We were told that they were
approach to fruit fly eradication in Adelaide next season. copies. | refer to those documents that were stolen—and | am
The CHAIRMAN: Does the opposition have an openingbeing very specific—that relate to Hindmarsh Soccer

statement for primary industries? Stadium. There were some shenanigans at the time about
MsHURLEY: No. personal items. We are in no way interested in the personal
TheCHAIRMAN: Are there any questions? The memberitems contained in Minister Hall's baggage, and nor should

for Lee. we be. Can the Deputy Premier say whether those documents

Mr WRIGHT: As agreed yesterday, we have a series ofhat were stolen have in any way jeopardised the inquiry into
guestions to ask the Deputy Premier about the Hindmarstme Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium?
stadium— TheHon. R.G. KERIN: From my recollection, at the
Mr LEWIS: You, too? time the minister made a statement to the House about the
Mr WRIGHT: Go for your life—now that he has contents of the bags that disappeared from her car. | am not
ministerial responsibility. | will not go over all of what | said really aware of what documents were or were not in those
yesterday, but | make the point—and | am sure that théags. It is a bit hard to give the guarantee the honourable
Deputy Premier appreciates this—that we see the role of thmember asks for. | am not aware of what was in the bags. My
Auditor-General as, clearly, a very important one. | say thatecollection is that at the time there was nothing in there that
genuinely. Naturally, he needs to go about his duties in awas stand alone and could in any way have an effect on the
unfettered manner, but | have a couple of questions becaus®&uiry. However, | must say | am working from recollection
it is important for the credibility of this inquiry that these there, and | am not aware that anything that disappeared there
questions are asked and answered today to the fullest abilityould have any impact on the Auditor-General’s inquiry.
of the Deputy Premier because | think this goes right to the Mr WRIGHT: By way of brief comment, we would hope
heart of good government and, also, the inquiry. that when this report is made available—and that needs to be
My first question is: can the Deputy Premier today providesooner rather than later (and the government would prefer it
an assurance that all the relevant documentation in relatiahat way as well; it has been 19 months and that is long
to the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium inquiry has been madenough)—the Auditor-General will be able to clear up any
available to the Auditor-General? Will he guarantee todoubt whatsoever with respect to documentation, whether it
estimates that there are no documents missing, that neas stolen from the minister’s car or any other documenta-
documents have been shredded, that no documents have béen. When the Auditor-General comes forward with his
destroyed and that everything that is required from governreport, we want a clear assurance that all the relevant
ment by the Auditor-General has been made available? documentation from government on the Hindmarsh Soccer
Mr CONDOUS: | have a point of order. These questions Stadium—regardless of where it needed to come from—has
were asked yesterday in the presence of the Premier and theen made available. If as a result of the Auditor-General’s
Auditor-General. Report there is any doubt that every relevant piece of
The CHAIRMAN: They were asked of the Premier and documentation from government was made available to the
the Auditor-General. It has been made known to the chair tha&uditor-General, this inquiry will not stand up. It is as simple
the Deputy Premier is now responsible for this area, and &s that. In the very first instance, we will be looking for a
suggest that the questions are in order. clear message with regard to that from the Auditor-General’s
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: I have had carriage of negotia- inquiry. Further, what is the total cost, as best the minister
tions related to the Auditor-General’s inquiry on Hindmarshknows it, of legal advice and representation that has been
since September or October last year. As far as | am awaggovided to the government, including ministers, former
all documents have been presented. Primary Industries wasinisters and members of parliament?
asked for any documentation; indeed, that went right across TheHon. R.G. KERIN: That issue really involves the
government. It is hard to give an assurance that every piedsuditor-General. | can honestly say that | do not know what
of paper has been found; it is always hard to give such athe legal costs would be. In relation to the Auditor-General’'s
assurance. Certainly, from my discussions with the relevarnihquiry, as everyone knows, the Auditor-General is a very
ministers and from discussions around the cabinet table, | amdependent body. | can assure the honourable member that,
not aware of anything that has not been given to the Auditorfrom what | have been able to observe, the Auditor-General
General. A lot of paperwork has been generated, and thatas been incredibly thorough in his investigation of this
goes back over several years. With regard to my ability tonatter. It has been a very robust inquiry. | have not been
know what has happened within departments over time, | aroalled or had to appear before the Auditor on this issue, and
not aware of anything that has been held back from théwas not involved in the issue other than as a member of the
Auditor-General. | cannot give an assurance as to whetheabinet at the time. Indeed, everyone who has had to appear
every piece of paper has been discovered. As far as | haveefore the Auditor-General has had to treat that as confiden-
been able to witness, every endeavour has been made to giva. So, if | appear as though I do not know a lot about where
the Auditor everything he requires. | am not aware of anythe Auditor is at, it is because of that. However, while | have
intent or effort in any direction other than full discovery of had carriage of this matter, and given the history of the
documentation. project, as we have gone along with negotiations with the
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federation, the Adelaide Force and the City of Charles Sturthat the witnesses have been sworn to confidentiality really
| have kept the Auditor informed as to our negotiations withmeans that there is no way that | would be aware of what
those three bodies. Because the Auditor-General was doirtigeir feelings are.
a report on the matter, | felt that | should keep him in the | really do not know, because they are not allowed to
loop. discuss it with us. So, itis very difficult even to comment on
Mr LEWIS: | rise on a point of order, Mr Chairman. it. One thing | can say to the member is that | am certainly not
From what we were told yesterday, if this minister, theaware of any deliberate delays, and certainly my feeling of
Deputy Premier, does not know who represented whom angthere the government sits on it is that the government would
what the costs have been, then who does? Who does halke to see the report wound up as quickly as possible.
responsibility for the oversight of this matter, which includes
the inquiry as well as the transfer of any power and responsi- Additional Departmental Adviser:
bility? Mr W. Zacharin, Acting Director of Fisheries.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! | do not see that as a point of
order. However, it is appropriate that, when the opportunity Mr LEWIS: In relation to the Hindmarsh stadium, what
is provided to the member for Hammond to ask a questionyould have been the consequences for the ratepayers and
that question be asked of the Deputy Premier. residents of the City of Charles Sturt if they had been bullied
Mr WRIGHT: The member for Hammond makes a veryinto accepting the proposition of signing the mortgage
good point, and | will allow him to continue with that. If this agreement which the Deputy Premier put to the council prior
government is to be accountable, that is a fair and reasonate Christmas and which he has said publicly was vital and in
question. If we cannot get the information from the Deputythe interests of all parties? What would have been the
Premier, as the member for Hammond said, we clearly neegPnsequences for the residents and ratepayers had they signed
to get it from somebody. However, the member foroff onitthen, as compared to the consequences under the deal
Hammond can develop that point, and | am sure he will. that has been done now?
| agree with the Deputy Premier; the Auditor-General has TheHon. R.G. KERIN: There was a fair bit of misunder-
been very thorough and very professional. | have little doub$tanding at the time. I know the concerns the member had
about that. Post the initial interview | had with the Auditor- because | saw a press release at the time, and perhaps | should
General, | have had cause to contact him only once or twicBave spoken to the member then. | think he misunderstood
in 19 months just to find out where we are at with this. Therevhat was happening. What was put before Charles Sturt
is no doubt that the taxpayers of South Australia are expecgouncil was an assignment of a mortgage, but as far as the
ing this inquiry to be reported to the parliament as a mattefatepayers were concerned it meant that suddenly the
of priority. Certainly, the opposition has been very patiengovernment rather than the Soccer Federation was the body
and, if the truth were told, the government would want it toresponsible for ensuring the proper running of the stadium.
come forward as well. Its being delayed the length of time it  From a financial point of view, if the Soccer Federation
has is not doing anybody any good. | have little doubt thahad fallen over with, say, unpaid lease fees (or whatever) to
some element within government has deliberately frustratethe council for the stadium, the ratepayers would have been
the process of natural justice. As a part of his inquiry, theout of pocket for that, whereas what this did was make the
Auditor-General, needless to say and justifiably so, has— council—the government, really—financially responsible.
An honourable member interjecting: For the ratepayer it was a simple assignment from the
Mr WRIGHT: | did not say that; let me finish. He has federation over to the government. The only risk for the
allowed natural justice to take place. We are not in any wayatepayer in all this was that the person responsible for paying
critical of that, because clearly natural justice does need tthe lease would not pay the lease. | put to the member that the
take place. What the Auditor-General said yesterday (angovernmentis a safer bet for the ratepayer than any sporting
listen to this, member for Colton) when | asked him aorganisation, which might (and sometimes does) run into
question about natural justice was that some—and ‘some’ igtrife for a number of different reasons. There was no other
the key word—delays with respect to natural justice havéepercussion for the ratepayer in what the council was asked,
been inevitable. The Auditor-General deliberately has to b&nd in one way advised, to do.
(and had to be yesterday) very careful of his wording. What Mr LEWIS: Supplementary to that, is it not true that one
he did not say—but what has taken place—is that othe@f the conditions of the lease, among several, was that, if the
delays have occurred which have not been inevitable. Is th8occer Federation defaulted in its payments (as it had), the
Deputy Premier aware of any examples of delays to théease would be null and void: it would be in breach of its
process of natural justice which have not been inevitable anégase and the Soccer Federation would no longer have had
if he is aware of them, what has he done about them? any title to the site or access if the City of Charles Sturt had
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | think we are perhaps on exercised its right under that lease and it would have been
dangerous ground here. | would never interfere with thdree as the owner of the site and its improvements to sell it?
Auditor-General. To my knowledge, the ministers and former TheHon. R.G. KERIN: If | understand the member for
ministers who have appeared have been sworn to confidenkammond correctly, he said that the Soccer Federation had
tiality in all their discussions. We are not in a position wherenot paid its lease.
there has been any discussion about delays. If there is a Mr LEWIS: That is right.
government line on this, and a real will, it would be to getit TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | am not aware of that; | do not
out of the way. We are a bit frustrated ourselves at the timé¢hink that is correct.
it has taken. No doubt, the Auditor-General is doing the right Mr LEWIS: Is the Minister now telling me that up to this
thing as far as natural justice is concerned, and | think we ajpoint all, any and every payment that was lawfully required
agree on that. | am certainly not aware of any deliberat®f the Soccer Federation has always been paid, paid in full
delays. | would have thought that the interests of the goverrand paid on time?
ment are perhaps served by not having delays, but the fact TheHon. R.G. KERIN: This is the lease to the council.
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Mr Lewis interjecting: but simply to sell it to the highest bidder and be done with it,
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: As far as | am concerned, itis rather than having to put up with the mess.
an annual lease fee—a very low figure that is paid by the Secondly (and | ask the Deputy Premier to respond to this
federation to the council—and | am not aware of the federapoint), the ratepayers and residents of Charles Sturt, had the
tion’s not having paid the council for its lease. government coerced them into signing that mortgage
Mr LEWIS: Supplementary to that again then, is it theassignment, would have had no means whatever of replacing
Deputy Premier’s understanding and view that at no time hathe open space, the recreational area, that had been there prior
the Soccer Federation ever been in breach of the conditiorte the development's being made by the government in its

of its lease? pre-emptorial fashion to the extent that it had. They would
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Once again, | take it that the have had no rights left had they signed that mortgage, and |
member is talking about its lease with the council. am surprised that the Deputy Premier chooses to put the spin

Mr LEWIS: | am talking about the lease between theon it that the Charles Sturt Council would have had a liability
Soccer Federation and the City of Charles Sturt and/or ité trying to run a stadium that is most difficult.
predecessors in law. It would have had no need to do so: it could have called
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Certainly | am not aware of any tenders from hither, thither and yon to flog it off, get rid of
breach of that lease. That lease is between the Soccirand be done with the mess that it found itself confronted
Federation and the council, but it is a very low lease fee. With. Yet the Deputy Premier, as | clearly recall, was saying
think it is $5 000 a year— that they were in effect being dogs in the manger because
Mr LEWIS: I was not asking a question about the moneythey would not sign the assignment of mortgage which would
Mr Chairman. There are other conditions in that lease ohave immediately removed from them any rights or control
which | would have thought the Deputy Premier would haveover and interest in the property whatsoever had they done
appraised himself. As Presiding Member of the Public Workso.
Committee, | certainly attempted to, despite Minister TheHon. R.G. KERIN: That is just not correct. It was
Ingerson’s determination that | should never either see it onot taking the land from the council.
understand it, nor should the rest of the committee or the Mr Lewisinterjecting:
parliament. Coming back to the point that | raised in the very The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Hammond
first question | put to the Deputy Premier, is it his belief thathas asked his question.
the Soccer Federation has never been in breach of any of the The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Materially, from where the
conditions of its lease with the City of Charles Sturt or itscouncil sat, it did not change the control of council over that
predecessors and, if it were to be in breach, is it not true thaite. The council had the same amount of control over the site
the City of Charles Sturt then held vacant position, if it sowhether the lease was with the federation or whether the
chose, of the site and its improvements? stamping had gone ahead and the government had stepped
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: That would really be a matter into the role that it would have taken over with it. The role of
between the council and the federation. | suppose the onigouncil would not have changed: it just would have been a
place in which that would ever be sorted out is in a court ofifferent client that it was working with, as was said at the
law. | am not in a position to judge whether or not the counciltime.
has breached certain conditions of its lease. | would be a bit To say that this was sort of stealing something from the
surprised because, in the environment in which we havpeople of Charles Sturt is just not correct; far from it. The
operated—and hopefully we are getting towards resolution—member suggests that local government body went down the
the council has never even raised the fact that the federatidrack of having been part of a negotiation to get a world class
had breached its lease. The only ones who can trigger facility in its area, and it was a negotiation whereby it agreed
breach of the lease conditions would be the council. to what is a low lease fee for the Soccer Federation, contin-
As the council has not raised this possibility, | take it thatgent on that development going ahead and its getting a good
itis not an issue. However, in relation to the council’s takingfacility in the area. To suggest that, having done that, a local
vacant possession, | think that would be pretty much againgiovernment body should take the first opportunity that it can
the spirit of the agreement on the development of Hindmarsto look for a breach of lease to try to grab a state facility that
stadium, which was very much the reason for the low leasbelongs at the end of the day to the people of South Australia
rate. Also, having dealt with quite a few councils, | am notand the soccer community in particular, and flog it off to the
so sure that the council would want to take over the runnindpighest bidder, | do not know where that would leave the
of a state sporting facility and all the costs that that entailscommunity interests in this, or the Soccer Federation.
because, as we know with stadiums across Australia, it is Even though | have had some differences of opinion with
very hard to make the state level sporting facilities pay theithe Charles Sturt Council, | am sure that there is not one
way, and | really would not know why a council would want councillor on that council who would have taken that tack,
to take over and run a state sporting facility. because that would have been absolutely to steal the facility
Mr LEWIS: That is an interesting, euphemistic andfrom the people of South Australia, particularly the soccer
clever spin for the Deputy Premier to put on the set oftommunity of South Australia, and that is just not on. | do not
circumstances to which | have drawn his attention. Either h¢hink that anyone would have condoned its doing that. To talk
pleads ignorance out of embarrassment or he is genuinebout a breach of lease and say that it could have done that
incompetent in that he has not made himself familiar with thes purely hypothetical, because that only becomes active if
terms of that lease, because it was quite plain to the counatiouncil were to take a route that | think is totally unaccept-
and its legal advisers and to the government, during thable to the people of South Australia.
course of the negotiations prior to Christmas, that the Mr WRIGHT: The inquiry has now been going for some
federation was in breach of the terms of its lease on mor&9 months. As the Deputy Premier would be aware, there is
than one count. Had the council pressed its point, it could motion that this report be presented to the Speaker and then
have taken vacant possession—not to run the ruddy stadiuta the parliament. | asked the Auditor-General yesterday
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about his expectations of when the report would be available, The Hon. R.G. KERIN: That is a matter for the parlia-
and he suggested that it would be in the spring sitting of thisnent, not for me. | am not so sure that that is within my
parliament. Clearly, there would be a strong expectation bgontrol. It is a bit hard for me to speak on behalf of the
the taxpayers of South Australia that they would get to se&peaker.
this report before the next state election. Mr WRIGHT: Just as a final comment, that is something
| know that the Premier has suggested on a number dhat this House will have to deal with when it comes back,
occasions that the next state election will be in March, and ibecause we will not tolerate any possibility of a report being
may well be so. But | have seen other Premiers and Primmade available during an election campaign and not being
Ministers make predictions about when elections will be heldmade available to the taxpayers of South Australia because
and then suddenly there is an election six months before thaf the will of this government. We will deal with that in
prediction. If the report is made available in the springparliament. If there is any grey area or misinterpretation, |
sitting—and | have no reason to doubt the Auditor-Generalthink this parliament will deal with that when it sits again.
particularly in the light of the fact that the inquiry has now No-one should tolerate a situation because of any technicality
been running for 19 months—can the Deputy Premier provideith a motion such as that.
a guarantee to the committee and to the taxpayers of South The member for Hammond, who has been here a lot
Australia that they will get to see the Auditor-General’slonger than I, might have some advice on this. It is my
report before the next state election? interpretation of that motion that as soon as that is made
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | would feel rather powerful if available to the Speaker it can be made available to the
| could give that guarantee, because | control neither thtaxpayers of South Australia. Nonetheless, irrespective of
timing of the Auditor-General’s report nor the timing of the that, we should not tolerate a situation where, hypothetically,
next election. We cannot force the Auditor-General’s handf there is an early election (and do not rule that out as a
as far as presenting the report is concerned. possibility), this report could be made available to govern-
Mr WRIGHT: If he presents it in the spring session, asment during the formal campaign and the taxpayers of South
he said yesterday, can the Deputy Premier guarantee that thfsigstralia may not get the opportunity to see those findings
will be before the state election? until after the election. If that were to occur it would be an
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: As the honourable member absolute travesty of justice.
knows, the make-up of the House is such that the Premier's The CHAIRMAN: Are there any further questions?
very strong desire is to go on March 2002, but if something Mr WRIGHT: | would like to ask my second question,
were to happen and we were forced to an earlier election tir.
give a guarantee would then mean that we would have to The CHAIRMAN: Itis your third question, and you are
force the hand of the Auditor-General, which we cannot dovery fortunate to have that, with the number of supplementa-
If the Auditor-General presents in the spring, that is well andies that you have already had. So, this will be the last.
truly before we have planned to have an election. In relation Mr WRIGHT: | asked a question yesterday which could
to the guarantee that the honourable member asks for, | realiyot be answered (and | appreciate that) but which was
do not control either of those scenarios: the timing of theeferred to you today, so | will repeat that question if | may.
Auditor-General’s report or of the election. Has an agreement between the Office of Venue Management
Mr WRIGHT: As a supplementary question, can theand the Soccer Federation now been signed? If so, does it
Deputy Premier at least guarantee to the committee that, ¢fontain the elements which are in the draft agreement? | am
during that formal election campaign the report is madéiappy to go through that draft agreement if you would like
available to government, the government will then make ifme to do so. It outlines a situation with respect to Adelaide
available to the taxpayers of South Australia? In other wordg;orce and also the Soccer Federation with regard to its
the report will not be held on to, will not be put away for us payments. | do not know whether you want me to read that.
to actually discover that it has been made available during thére you familiar with that?
campaign but does not become public until the election has TheHon. R.G. KERIN: We will try to cover it as best
been held. Can the Deputy Premier provide a guarantee to @ we can, and supplementary questions may pick up on any
today that, if the report is made available to governmenother areas. The agreement was signed. The reason for that
during a formal election campaign, he will make it availableagreement was that, with the hold-up we were having with
to the public of South Australia? council, one of the situations occurring down there was that
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | do not think that we control contractors such as the electrician, cleaners and others were
that. The Auditor-General does not report to government: hgoing work at the stadium but we were not in a position to
reports to parliament; that is a matter for the Auditor-Generapay them. It was brought to my attention that this was the
and the parliament. My understanding is that he does nadtase. We had small businesses down there who were relying
report to government and it is not at the government'$n getting paid, and that was the reason for putting that
prerogative to release his report. agreement in place. We were hoping to have all this sorted
Mr WRIGHT: As a supplementary question, it says inout at the beginning of the soccer season, so we had to put
the motion that the Deputy Premier moved in November 200@nterim arrangements in place. Our initial advice was that the
that: council would do the stamping, management would flow and
Upon presentation to the Speaker of a copy of the AuditorWe would take over the running of the whole venue. The
General's Supplementary Report on Dealings Relating to th@greement made us agents to be able to get on and pay those
Hindmarsh Stadium Redevelopment Project, the Speaker is herelgynall business people down there. That was the only reason
authorised to publish and distribute such report. that agreement was put in place; it was to allow to us pay the
My interpretation of that is that it then would be made people.
available to the taxpayers of South Australia. There would be An issue that was raised in parliament concerned the
no limitation, upon my interpretation of that motion that the statement within the agreement about the Adelaide Force not
Deputy Premier moved. having paid the rent on the stadium. That was being contraed
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against the money the government is holding. Until all the Mr Wright interjecting:

conditions precedent that are tying up the situation with  Mr CONDOUS: How much money are you putting into
council are met, we are holding money from the Force, angacing?

the rent fees are being contraed against it. One fee that the The CHAIRMAN: The member for Colton is asking a
Force has met each match is that Venue-Tix have been pad.ﬂhestion of the Deputy Premier' | presume.

out of the gate money. The money to Ver)ue-Tix then comes My CONDOUS: The thing is that we put untold tens of
off the Force's rent payment for the stadium for that roundjjlions of dollars into the racing industry, which may result
The Force are charged an amount; out of that they pay gne horse going out of Australia to the Tokyo Cup. As |
Venue-Tix and they owe the stadium the remainder. That hag, speaking now, it is about 2.30 in the afternoon in
been contraed, which meant that that income was not goingckjand and it is kick-off time between Australia and New
in which would normally have gone to paying the electricianzagjand. If the Australians win it will place them one step

and other contractors and people who come in and work 0gyay from being in the final 32 in the World Cup play-offs.
a casual or contract basis down there. The reason why | asked Mr LEWIS: How many South Australian players are in

for that to be put in place was for the government to becom at game?

an agent so that those people could be paid. It was purely an e
: L . Mr CONDOUS: It is funny you should ask that. There
simply to get past the situation vyhe(e people were domg Workre probably four. The mos){[)i/mportant one of all. Mark
there which they would stop doing if they were not paid, an iduka, because he has not been playing professiénally in
that would bring the stadium to a halt. More_|mportantly, nglan’d for a lay-off period of four weeks, will play in the
,[Sr:) a:? Svce)ffmgg a:;eo\;er%iirzgllszl::%f;/s\?vse’rseop:;%as only faEnals. He has just transferred for $60 million on the world
. ; . market. We are producing now, through the facilities at
Mr CONDOUS: | would like the Deputy Premier to J;indmarsh stadium, young South Australians who are

comment on this aspect of the Hindmarsh stadium. As . . . ;
former local government person | would see the freeing u ?r?;c?c:mg at the highest level in Europe and the United

of nearly $2 million by the Charles Sturt Council’s handing . . L .
over the Hindmarsh stadium as being a great financial benefit | @M tying to point out the role that stadium is playing,
to the City of Charles Sturt. Had the present situatio et there are members here who are continually criticising
continued, all that would have happened was that the Charl _ndr_narsh Wh?” every (_)ther sportin SQUth Australia has its
Sturt Council would continue to get a peppercorn rental whildfincipal base in which it can develop its sport. Would the

at the same time having to maintain stringent parkind“inisiter. give an oveg/iew of the im’plc))rtance of a ne\fv
regulations during matches, which were inconveniencing'€V€'P!Ng sport—and we say ‘new’ because it is only
0 years old in this country—and the future role it will play

local residents. As minister, what benefits do you see comin o o .
back to the community and ratepayers of Charles Sturt on the world circuit to put Australia in the world focus, in the

the stadium is handed over to government ownership? (0P 32 countries in the world?
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The appealing part for the  1heHon.R.G. KERIN: There is no doubt that we have

council and community down there is that this will be an& World-class stadium at Hindmarsh. | know the member for
injection of funds to them. Selling us the land on which theHammond also had a chance to talk to some of the visitors

stadium stands certainly clears up some issues for the futur@uring the Olympics about their feelings on it. As a result of
such as certainty and ownership and whatever. | havitlking to oth_er team offlc_lals, | believe that they th_ought it
discussed that with the Auditor-General and kept him in thé/aS @ superior venue; it is a very good venue. It is a great
loop about the direction in which we are going. It makeshome for soccer in South Australia and the quality of the
sense for government, the community and soccer for us to dgnue will only enhance the quality of soccer. '
that. As far as the City of Charles Sturt goes, yes; itisagood Apart from playing junior soccer in Port Pirie and being
one-off injection of money. From talking to a few people | involved with a couple of soccer sides there, | have not had
believe that it will help them out enormously with the & lot to do with soccer. However, over the past few months,
financing of a new or much updated library. The money hadaving dealt at great length with both the federation and
been earmarked to go towards that, and that is a benefit féydelaide Force, the politics in soccer in Australia, through
the community there. It is a win-win that we get this sortedSoccer Australia, are extremely interesting. The politics of
out, and | think council is quite close to us coming to ansoccer are often volatile but, once you get beyond the politics
agreement. of it, it is a great sport. It is very much a community-based
Mr CONDOUS: | am not a soccer fan and never havesport. It is a home for many ethnic groups to continue with
been, because soccer was not played in Australia when | wéieir traditions. Soccer plays a very important role in the
a boy. | can remember the very first soccer match bein%ommunity. There is no doubt that we have gone to great
played between Juventus, the first Italian team formed itengths to ensure that the federation and Adelaide Force are
Adelaide, and Olympic, the first Greek team formed inable to continue.
Adelaide, on a piece of parklands in the City of Adelaide at Because of what happened with the Rams going and
the corner of South Terrace and Sir Lewis Cohen Avenuesoccer returning to one side, the viability of a few things
The game has come an enormous distance since then. Wisdarted to suffer. As a result of negotiating through matters
surprises me this morning is that both the member fowith both the federation and Adelaide Force, | am extremely
Hammond and the member for Lee have ignored the importnindful of the fact that soccer is looked after. We do not take
ant role that Hindmarsh stadium— risks with it. Some of the delays have caused a few risks but
Mr WRIGHT: Not at all; you have misrepresented the we have tried to manage those as best we can to look after the
situation. people involved.
Mr CONDOUS: No; but you are just playing the political Mr WRIGHT: | asked a question earlier about the cost
point of view. for ministers, former ministers and MPs, and the minister was
The CHAIRMAN: Order! not able to answer that question. He suggested it was the
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responsibility of someone else. Could he direct us as to whomse these levies to repay the loans. The issue is that the levies
in government we ask that question? are currently suspended. However, the federation may be
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: I am willing to take it on notice. required at a future time to reinstate those levies.
| do not have carriage of that matter. My very best guess at Mr WRIGHT: And may not.
this is that it is the Attorney-General who would normally  TheHon. R.G. KERIN: That is right: may or may not.
bring in a cabinet submission for legal representation. | tak¥/e do not want to break the federation either. Over the
it from that that the Attorney-General has the carriage ofourse of the loan, if the federation is required to reinstate the
seeking from cabinet legal representation for ministers. Myevies and there are not enough funds from the levies to
understanding is that someone has to pay that bill, and | talservice the loan repayment, then clearly none of the debt will
it that would be paid out of the Department of Premier ande forgiven. The arrangement between the government and
Cabinet. | can honestly say | am not privy to any of thatthe federation is that on the date of expiration of the term, if
information. there are any moneys payable by the federation to the
Mr WRIGHT: It is important that is established—and Treasurer or the minister pursuant to the deed, then the
established today. We do not want to be running around th€reasurer and the minister shall each release and discharge
hurdy-gurdy. | believe the minister when he says that, but wéhe federation from any liability to pay or repay any such
will start with the Attorney-General. That might be a goodamount. Therefore, at this stage it is impossible to predict the
starting point and, if it is not him, | guess he will refer us to amount the government may forgive the federation. It is

the appropriate minister. important to note that to date the government has not forgiven
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Itis the Attorney-General or the any of the debt incurred by the federation, even though the
Premier. government has met its obligations as guarantor for the loan.

Mr WRIGHT: What is the total debt accumulated by the  Mr WRIGHT: | find that a staggering admission. The
Soccer Federation which has been or will be forgiven by thi®©eputy Premier, in fairness to him, has been handed the
government? poisoned chalice because the Minister for Recreation and

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The Soccer Federation’s Sport could not handle this issue. We are looking at a
finances are its own issue. | think the member is asking whatituation where loans to the government by the Soccer
we do about the losses incurred at the stadium by the SoccEederation have been suspended—and suspended for some
Federation. time. | have not a calculator, but we are looking at a figure

Mr WRIGHT: And the loans given to the Soccer in the millions of dollars which may or may not be brought
Federation which have been stopped for the time being. back for the federation to pay. But you can bet your life that

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | will try to do the best | can. it will not have to pay those loans because it has no money
One issue is the payments on the stadium but there are otherpay them—so you can just add that to the bill.
issues. While the Soccer Federation was stuck there running How dare the member for Colton say that we are being
a stadium which it thought would have three tenants bupolitical about this exercise. We have just had a staggering
which was back to one tenant, costs were borne by the Soccadmission by the Deputy Premier that millions of dollars can
Federation which rightfully were not fully its costs but which be added to the bill for the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium and
were nevertheless incurred. That is the basis of the paymefur the taxpayers of South Australia because those loans will
made to the Soccer Federation. It does not cover all the lossasver be repaid by the Soccer Federation. They will not be
it made during that time. repaid because the federation does not have the money to pay

As a result of a series of negotiations, and its having tdhem. The Deputy Premier knows that and the government
come forward with what all its costs were when it was caughknows that. This has been a political exercise and a fiasco by
with the stadium to run and nowhere near sufficient incomehis government from day one. This government did not build
to cover its costs, we got it to identify what all the costs wereHindmarsh Soccer Stadium for soccer; it was built for
and what it was actually bearing which was not really its topolitical reasons, and the taxpayers of South Australia have
bear. We then worked through to a figure to be paid to it tdo meet the tab. It is a disgrace.
make up for what it had actually lost. The CHAIRMAN: Order! Does the Deputy Premier wish

The Soccer Federation entered into loan arrangements oo respond?
two issues at Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium, involving the TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Certainly, sir. | think the
western grandstand and the fit-out of that stand. The westemember has it totally wrong. This is not money that has gone
grandstand was just over $4 million and the fit-out wasoff into a black hole somewhere with the Soccer Federation
$2 million. The government was the underwriter of thosehiding it or spending it on other things. This is money that has
arrangements. The amount of money contributed to loagone into a world-class facility for soccer in South Australia.
repayments inclusive of interest by the government to date ifio say that this is a disgrace is wrong. The money is not off
respect of the western grandstand is $1 231 179. The amoustmewhere with the Soccer Federation: the money that we
of money outstanding on that loan by the federation isare talking about has gone into solid infrastructure which
$3.8 million. The amount of money contributed to loanhelped to bring the Olympics to this state, which has given
repayments inclusive of interest by the government to date ins a world-class sporting facility and which has given soccer
respect of the fit-out loan is $511 638. The total amount o superior home. The inference is that this money has just
money outstanding on that loan by the federation iggone off somewhere with the federation.
$1 837 999. Mr Wright interjecting:

It should be noted that none of the money paid by the The CHAIRMAN: Order!
government so far has in fact be forgiven. Itis possible itmay TheHon. R.G. KERIN: We are taking management
not be forgiven. If in fact the federation were to take back thecontrol of the stadium. As with any sporting facility right
stadium, then there is an arrangement for the payment baelcross Australia, the whole idea is to try to generate enough
of certain amounts. Under the arrangement the Soutimcome to pay for it. If we go back and look at some of the
Australian Soccer Federation is required to collect levies anthcilities built by the Labor Party in South Australia, we see
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some very interesting stories. | do not like trawling back, buitems and all the debts taken over and forgiven or met by the
| actually have some figures relating to some of the sportingtate government to which the minister has referred, as well
facilities which were built by the Labor Party and which showas the cost of staging and providing facilities for all the
the shortfall and how they were never even projected to breatountries—
even. Mr WRIGHT: If he can’t answer that, | can.

The member is implying that the Soccer Federation should Mr LEWIS: | would like to have you on the record in that
go through the hoop to pay for a facility for all South respect because the public does not know—staging and
Australians—and that is what has been behind this all thereparing of the teams from those countries—under the terms
time. | take offence at the attack on soccer which is impliedf the contract signed between the interests of soccer and the
in so much of the argument that has gone on about Hindstate government and SOCOG where those teams had to be
marsh. As far as the soccer community is concerned, theccommodated at state taxpayers’ expense and looked after
money that he is talking about has gone into a facility and aim travel and other terms in their preparation for the Olympics
asset for all South Australians. It has not been hidden awalyere in South Australia prior to their going to Sydney, as well
by the Soccer Federation. Why should the federation carry thes the costs associated with the sale of tickets through the
can for a state facility? We will have management control; weélourism Commission’s office (or whatever it was called) in
want the control, and have done the work that we have witlking William Street, and the costs of the free tickets handed
council and everyone else, in order to try to get the maximunout by any and all ministers that did not go to people who
use of that stadium and the maximum income generated in thveould normally get those free tickets, as with the Entertain-
hope that that income will go towards paying off these loansment Centre and the other places that the government has
That is why we have done what we have. But to sort ofthese little cubbyholes where it entertains people. That is
suggest that the money has been snuck off somewhere elsevenue forgone when free tickets are handed to someone to
by the Soccer Federation is just not right. The money hatddle on to an event. Also included would be the costs that
gone into a facility that is there for the good of Souththe government has met in the management and control of

Australia. traffic, and so on, associated with the staging of the Olympic
The CHAIRMAN: The member for Goyder. soccer matches played at Hindmarsh through the police,
Mr WRIGHT: That was my second question, sir. private sector or other agencies involved. Indeed, it would
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Lee has had also involve any recurrent or capital costs at all that have

three questions plus a supplementary. been met related to the arrangements made for the playing of
Mr WRIGHT: Are you sure of that, sir? soccer as an Olympic sport here in South Australia that arose
The CHAIRMAN: | am positive. The member for in consequence of the decision to change the stadium at

Hammond. Hindmarsh and do the things that the government then

Mr LEWIS: Will the Deputy Premier say what the cost undertook to do. | ask the minister if he would perhaps take
to government would have been for the deal that was offereil on notice, given that he is unlikely to have the detail with
to the City of Charles Sturt prior to Christmas had they signedhim today.
off on that mortgage assignment arrangement at any time, TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | will take that on notice and
even in January, as compared to the cost to government namdeavour to give as accurate an answer as possible, although
with the deal that has been signed? What is the difference®ome things such as traffic management may be somewhat
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | think the misunderstanding difficult. However, | will endeavour to do the best | can. |
was the problem previously. The one before Christmas waalso point out that, at the end of this process, we have
not a financial deal; it was basically just a movement offinished up with a world-class stadium and a good home for
certain responsibilities from the federation over to thesoccer.
government. As far as the council’s asset (the land on which Mr LEWIS: Which, | also add to the Deputy Premier’s
the stadium sits), the deal proposed before Christmas did neemarks, has been created at such expense that even to
materially change the control of council. It did not change theoperate it is beyond the means of any soccer team in South
asset of council so that was not a financial deal; it was abowtustralia if they are to meet the recurrent expenses involved
shifting certain responsibilities from the Soccer Federationn using it, as sad and as stupid as such an outcome might be.
to government. What we are negotiating with council at theMy question relates to the other—
moment is actually a purchase of the land on which the The CHAIRMAN: Does the member for Hammond have
stadium stands. So, there is a footprint there; that is what we question?
have offered, and that offer is before council at the moment. Mr LEWIS: | do not know that they are exactly sad and
Hopefully, over the next week or so, that will be accepted bystupid, but they might be silly and stinking things that were

council. done along the way. | will revert to the line of inquiry that
Mr LEWIS: How much will that benefit the council; how was being pursued at the outset of this estimates committee,
much will they get out of it? namely, to try to discover the cost to the state’s taxpayers, in

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: It has been stated in other total, of the legal advice which has been provided to any and
forums, and the amount is actually $1.7 million to purchasall members of parliament—ministers, former ministers or
the land on which the stadium stands, and | think that is a faiother members—directly or indirectly, through and in
amount. consequence of the Auditor-General’s inquiries into the

Mr LEWIS: May | ask, perhaps with greater clarity than debacle which established a world-class stadium that nobody
the member for Lee was able to communicate to the ministezan afford and which is commonly known as a white
and his advisers, what has been the total cost to Souttlephant.

Australia over the last five years of the sport of soccer asit TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | have already taken that
relates to the arrangements that were entered into surroundiggestion on notice.

the preparation for and playing of soccer matches under the Mr WRIGHT: | have a series of questions but | think, in
aegis of SOCOG? Included in that cost will be all the capitafairness to this committee, and particularly primary industries
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and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, we will try to roundThe Force pays a set rental each time they use the stadium,
our questions up in one round. | would like to ask a questiorso it is up to them how many people are there and whether or
and a supplementary question. | know the member fonot they make a profit or loss on the individual game. But, |
Torrens has a couple of questions and | think we have to beill endeavour to sharpen the calculator, get a new battery,
mindful and respectful of this committee. | will be brief.  and see if that can be worked out for the member.

Needless to say, | totally reject the comments made by the Mrs GERAGHTY: | want to talk about soccer at a local
Deputy Premier. | in no way inferred that the federation hadevel. In parliament on 16 May the minister said that the
squirreled money away. | do not blame the federation fof570 000 price which the Adelaide Force pays for the Oakden
what has taken place because they have been caught in tt@mplex was for Litchfield House only. Can he tell me what
crossfire. They have been a victim of the process. They wergdditional payment the club will be making to the govern-
never going to be able to pay back this money, even if therenent for the use, lease or purchase of the training facilities
were a continuation of three teams operating. They woul@ddjacent to Litchfield House and how much of the $570 000
have struggled to pay back the money. So, from day one, théyas been paid to date?
were put into a financial position that | do not believe was TheHon. R.G. KERIN: I make the clarification that the
sustainable; it was not good government and it was not 8570 000 is an option to purchase and that is part of the
good policy position. This gets to the heart of the wholeagreement which does not come into effect totally until we
debate. This soccer stadium has not been built for all Souttesolve the issue with the Charles Sturt Council which is a
Australians: it has not even been built for all of soccer. If youcondition precedent. So, none of that $570 000 has been paid
get out and talk to the grassroots of soccer—as we do and Because it has not been triggered. The Force says at the
the member for Torrens does—and if you get out and talk tatnoment that they would like to take up the option but the
community clubs, they are very critical of what has takenoption is not triggered until we sort out the issue with the
place. However, the Deputy Premier and | can have thatharles Sturt Council. My understanding is that the $570 000
debate at any stage. will have to be paid on settlement for Litchfield House if, in

In respect of what | was asking previously—and we havdact, that goes through.
to address these costs—is the stadium, at least now, operating The lease of the playing fields involves a peppercorn
in a profit situation or is it continuing to accumulate deficits,rental. However, that lease has a big condition on it: to
and what are the projected profit and loss figures? | think thahaintain that standard of sporting facilities costs a lot of
those are very fair questions. money. A peppercorn lease involves an insignificant amount

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: There is one team there as well of money, and that is the case with a lot of land that is vested
as grassroots soccer, which uses the stadium down to a junitar sporting interests across the state. The land is not sold to
level and cannot afford to pay big amounts, and the federatiothem; they come in on a peppercorn lease which involves
has, | think, up to 30 uses of the stadium per year satheir having to look after the land. How much that will cost
obviously, it is not making money at the moment. If you look depends on, for example, how hot a summer is. In the region
at sporting venues in this state and interstate, that is prettyf $60 000 to $100 000 a year is required to keep up that
common. It is potentially a multi-use stadium—there is nostandard of grounds. When they are not using it, it is to be
doubt about that—and we are trying to gain control of theaccessible to the general community. It is not as though there
management of the stadium (although we have been frustras a huge lease on it, but they have the responsibility for the
ed in that) to try to turn it around and maximise the revenueaipkeep, which involves quite a significant amount of money
that it will receive by having, perhaps, more soccer. Weper year.
would love to get a second soccer side here; there is a chance Mrs GERAGHTY: Is the minister aware of the contents
that more international soccer could be played here than iaf a letter from the North-eastern Metro Soccer Club sent last
currently the case; there are opportunities for other sports tgear to the Department of the Premier and Cabinet regarding
be played on that pitch; and, also, | think three concerts arits wish to negotiate a deal for the club to secure Rams Park
allowed under the planning regulations. So, there is a rangas its home ground; and, if the minister is aware of that, why
of issues that could turn it around. did he imply to the parliament that he had no knowledge of

As far as any projected figures are concerned, they are in offer from another soccer club besides Adelaide Force,
abeyance because we have not been able to get effectiwdich had expressed an interest well before last year?
control of management of the stadium—there have been some TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Since that was mentioned in
frustrations—but we are confident that, with good manageparliament, we have done a search of that. Both MS and
ment and by attracting a few others, we can minimise th&letro City Allstars approached the human services area of
exposure of taxpayers. We are optimistic that it might be ablgovernment going back some time. At the time, they were
to be utilised. The nature of that stadium has opened up quitgpparently rejected. | took over this matter in about Septem-
a few uses and | would like to think that with good manage-ber or October last year. | was negotiating with the force, and
ment and some good marketing promotion of the stadium wedid not know of any offers being on the table at that time.
may even be able to put it into a profit-making position. My understanding is that they had been rejected at the time.

Mr WRIGHT: Given that the minister told parliament on | was unaware of any other. The first | knew about the Metro
16 May—34 days ago—that he was going to get out hiCity Allstars was when the honourable member raised the
calculator and work out the average paying attendance atatter in the House in relation to MS. That was the first
Hindmarsh stadium for Adelaide Force games in the 2000-Oknowledge | had that there was any interest in that. However,
season, can he advise the committee of the results of hizy then | was well down the track of negotiating with
endeavours with his calculator? Adelaide City. At the time of questioning in the parliament

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | will take that on notice. | think in May, reference was made to how the government could
we can do that because we work very closely with the Forcéhave got $1 million instead of the $570 000 by selling
but that is not really an issue as far as the finances of theitchfield House and the fields. Ever since | have been
stadium go: itis an issue relating to the finances of the Forcénvolved, | have not been aware of any intention by anyone
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to sell off those sporting fields. They are important green TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The point that the deputy leader
spaces in the area. To sell that, we would have to redevelapises involves a misunderstanding on the part of some
sporting fields which would involve not only upkeep but people—and | will probably name some of the people who
development costs. So it has not been our intent to sell thoseve raised the matter with her—regarding the role of the
sports fields. Office of Regional Development. It is not to be grown into

MrsGERAGHTY: | want to express again my great @ b_ig bureaucracy. Withi_n industry and trade,_ we have the
disappointment and no doubt that of the MS Society and théégional development unit, and we have 13 regional develop-
North-eastern Metro Stars given that they had made earlighent boards spread out in the regions. Economic develop-
approaches. Perhaps the minister may be able to enlighten €Nt remains a role within the Department of Industry and
later as to why those offers were refused. Both organisations'ade and with the regional development boards. That has
are community minded, and they play a great role in ouP€en a matter of some confusion, and because of that
community. If anything falls over with an arrangement with confusion we are at present going down the track of possibly
Adelaide Force, will the minister put this out to tender andrénaming the Office of Regional Development the office of
approach these organisations and give them an opportunifyral or regional communities. We are talking about taking
now to come back with an offer? | can assure the minister thattePs such as meeting with the boards and having a forum to
they are still willing to go through with this commitment, and tYy to get over that confusion in some people’s minds.
they have the funds. The I:ol(;a) of the Off|cehoftl)?eg|onal Developmenrt1 (asitis

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: At present, that space is home now called) Is very much about trying to sort out the issues
to Adelaide City, which is a community club: it is not just a which rufnlacr_?hsstr(;:;oyernment. | think tt]hehoffltce ha(? bet(re]n
national league side; it has junior sides down through th uccessiul wi € Issues group, which Sits uncer the

: L egional Development Council. The issues group consists of
grades. The area is owned by the Minister for Human o mbers from right across government and it has been able

Services, and | am sure we would be looking for the best us; ; . X X
of those fields. That would be done with one proviso: givel\g; work through issues in a way, which, previously, has not

the standard of fields we have there, if the tenant was to mo een p(;)35|$_leaFor |Eftance,;hirer?|onﬁl development boa_rds
into Litchfield House, it is important that we do not find 1ove ldentifie ;lz)ro er?ls \r’]vh'c tbey ave cgme acro_ls:ﬁ In
ourselves in a position that to service those sporting fieldsw%ettlng approvals or which have been impediments. They

had to then build more facilities on the open space there. | ave identified them to the issues group, which has worked

the land was to pass to other ownership, it is important thag}r%%gsg t;é)g/:/]ggvemment as awhole can better handle many

we take into account the fact that, given the standard o

L G - - There has been a misunderstanding. The Office of
sporting fields there, we need some facilities on site W'thquﬁegional Development was never about tgrying to duplicate
using up a lot more land. That would be a real consideration

into the future of what would happen with that building. It what wasin DIT. ltwas never about trying to do the work of

- .. the regional development boards. A couple of boards found
would be great to see the bw]dmg used for any UG hat a little hard to digest, but | think that they now have a
purpose, but | am also conscious of the fact that, if we sol ’

it to a body that had no specific interest in sport, somehow w etter understanding. | believe that the Office of Regional

...._Development has been successful. As far as trying to work
\r/\é%lﬂic:;fed to cater for change rooms and the other facilitie rough the issues within government, which is its primary

. . role, it has achieved a lot. Mr Wayne Morgan has been pro-
'MsHURLEY: We are moving from talking about tens of active with several projects including Community Builders.

millions of dollars going to a soccer club to $785 000 goingThe Community Builders project, which is one of the major

to the Office of Regional Development. This is half the projects coming out of the office, has been incredibly

problem. A lot of complaints to me from around the regionssyccessful, as has been demonstrated this year by the number
are queries about the function of the Office of Regionalyf communities lining up to do it.

Development and the lack of funds and resources available The feedback from those who participated last time is

to that office. The budget for the coming year is indeedeyceptional. | believe that the projects coming out of the
$785 000. That budget was exceeded last year; it actuallyfice—which are not about economic development but about
spent $880 000. That is not as big a blow-out as theommunity capacity building—have been excellent. How-
Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium but nevertheless it has beeRer, the primary role remains (and the one which a small
pinned back down to $785 000 for 2001-02. Will the ministeroffice in government should do), that is, utilising resources
explain what he regards as the role of the Office of Regionayom across government to work together towards solutions
Development? By way of explanation, | note that most of myfg, regional areas.
questions about regional development in last year’s estimates njs HURL EY: Certainly, regional communities are facing
that it was the role of the Department of Industry and Tradg>remier talked about the increased activity and profitability
to handle those functions. of primary industries in regional areas which has contributed
It is safe to say that many of the people in the regions to strong regional growth. He said that the money coming
spoke to were thinking that, once the regional task forcdack into regions flowed into the community and decreased
recommendations were implemented—and there was amemployment, for example. However, that builds challenges
Office of Regional Development then backed up by theas well. Coping with the infrastructure is the obvious one, and
Regional Development Planning Council—some concertethe other one is ensuring that some of the benefits are
action would be undertaken by this office. However, theyreasonably evenly distributed among those communities, and
have been very disappointed by what has come out of thihat, | believe, is where the government can assist and
Office of Regional Development. The feedback | havefacilitate.
received is that they are very disappointed by the level of In fact, the Deputy Premier put out a press release called
activity and the results obtained by that office. ‘Rural revitalisation through local action’, part of which says
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that the state government has allocated funding in 2001-0Rudget, an allocation that the Regional Development Council
to find practical solutions to regional work force accommodawill be considering in terms of the strategic direction in which
tion shortages. The Deputy Premier would well know thathat money will be allocated to specific initiatives. The
that is becoming a serious issue in several regions. In thiaitiatives making up the program to help build a stronger
same press release, Mr Kerin further says that the council wasgional South Australia would be done in partnership with
keen to learn that the government had established a highether players such as the federal government, local communi-
level across-government group to develop a strategy to heles and industry. As a result, it is expected that that funding
address the accommodation shortages caused by economiiid! leverage further funding to establish a greater level of
growth. What funding has been allocated to address thogesources to help to assist communities to fund local action
accommodation shortages and from which budget does b enable them to address some of the major challenges.
come? Can the Deputy Premier tell me more about this high MsHURLEY: | might have known that the allocated
level across-government group that has been set up? funding was for a report or a study—it seems to be the
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | thank the member for her pattern. | was hoping that there might be some immediate
guestion and her acknowledgment of the development that &ction happening somewhere. Returning to the Office of
occurring. | will ask Mr Wayne Morgan to tell the committee Regional Development, will the minister say what percentage
what is happening. Money has come from a couple of areasf that budget allocation is for staff costs, what is for other
and we have certainly applied for federal money. We haveosts, and what are those other costs?
received some federal money, but not what we had hoped for The Hon. R.G. KERIN: The deputy leader spoke about
a specific project. Several projects are occurring, an@ blow-out last year, or the way it appears in the budget
basically they have different solutions, so money comes frorpapers. What happened from budget time last year until the
different areas. There is a loan out of RIADF in one specifiadeporting was that cabinet actually approved another $92 000
case, but | will ask Mr Wayne Morgan from the Office of for Community Builders. That is why there is the discrepancy
Regional Development to advise the committee. in the two figures within the budget: there was actually more
Mr MORGAN: The matter of providing work force money given to the office during the year.
accommodation as a result of the strong growth in the The other issue is that, with the allocation for this year,
economy of regions has certainly arisen as a key issue f&#500 000 was put aside for regional development initiatives
across-government consideration. In this particular budgehat we then took to the Regional Development Council to get
funding of $80 000 has been outlined, which, at this stage, isommunity feedback on how that would be best spent in the
probably the minimum which can be identified to look atcommunities with a community building aspect to it, and
finding some practical solutions for those areas which arehat they have agreed to is a range of programs that will be
facing considerable growth in new emerging industries, suctmanaged by the office. That actually adds another $500 000
as at Naracoorte in the South-East, Port Wakefield and so ota the office budget for this coming year.
The funding is primarily for the purpose of a study and the Mr MORGAN: As the Deputy Premier outlined, the
development of practical actions/solutions for those areas i@ffice of Regional Development is a small team of about
which we are seeing a market shortfall in the provision ofeight people. Itis not a large organisation by any means, nor
work force accommodation. does it need to be. The funding that the state government
The project is a partnership between local governmengllocates to the Office of Regional Development is fundamen-
state government and also the federal government, as tialy to support the salaries associated with a small team and
Deputy Premier outlined. The project combines the personn&ould contain the bulk of the funding for which its operations
from those key levels of government to explore specificallyare focused.
good case studies of where communities have been able to As the Deputy Premier outlined, our role is very much
find solutions and also to explore the opportunities offocused on facilitation and a strong voice in Adelaide for
working hand in hand with the private sector, but also, havinghose regions, very much with strategic issues. As a result, the
identified some good practices, to promote and to make otheperations of the office are focused on supporting the range
communities more aware of the opportunities that they havef new government arrangements that were established out
identified. We will be looking at this particular study feeding of the Premier’s Regional Development Task Force, particu-
into a higher level across-government group, which is beindarly supporting the Regional Development Council, which
led by the Department of Premier and Cabinet. The purpose meeting approximately on a quarterly basis, and providing
of the group is to look at areas where there are possible polidpat advice to the government through the Minister for
solutions which can assist in improving the level of marketRegional Development on strategic issues and priorities.
uptake for provision of housing to meet the needs resulting In addition to that, the office has a strategic role in
from economic growth. supporting the Regional Development Issues Group, chaired
As the Deputy Premier knows, he is active at the nationaby the Hon. John Dawkins. That group was established by the
level as well in working across the states and with locahew government arrangements of the Premier’s task force and
government and the federal government in trying to finchas arole in working across government in finding solutions
opportunities for partnerships, in terms of the provision ofand discussing the opportunities for action and direct
investment by the private sector in the delivery of suitableoutcomes of the work that is brought forward by the Regional
housing, rental accommodation, and so on, to meet thBevelopment Council or brought to the attention of the
specific needs being identified in regions. In the case of Soutminister.
Australia, it will not be a one size fits all approach: it will Fundamentally, the office does not have discretionary
very much be horses for courses with different circumstancesinding that it can directly apply to regional initiatives. The
facing each regional community. financial year 2001-02 has seen new funding of $500 000, as
In relation to additional funding for assisting communitiesthe Deputy Premier indicated, which will enable the Office
to help face some of those regional challenges, the goverof Regional Development to facilitate new initiatives to assist
ment has identified a need and provided $500 000 in this building a stronger regional South Australia. That does not
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mean to say that the office is the delivery mechanism for the In most casesiitis for infrastructure up to the boundary of
initiatives but it is the vehicle for which the funding, guidancethe property, so probably the largest number of applications
and partnerships associated with achieving outcomes fromre actually to bring a power supply to where a development
that funding will be delivered. is going to occur. Normally, we do that on a fifty-fifty basis.
Mr CONDOUS: What progress has the government maddt is regular for a development to want to occur but it will cost
in implementing the recommendations of the Premiershem $300 000, say (or up to $600 000 in some cases), to get
Regional Development Task Force? electricity to the site, and sometimes that is an absolute deal
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: There has been excellent breaker, so the fund helps to make that affordable.
progress: more than 80 per cent of the recommendations have MsHURLEY: How many of the 34 applications are for
been implemented. A couple of the recommendations areower related projects?
ongoing, so you would never be able to say that they have TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | will take that on notice, but |
been totally implemented, because they are directional. Wwould say that we are probably looking at very close to half.
Overall, the Minister for Regional Development, the MsHURL EY: About h.alf of those 34 applications are for
Office of Regional Development, the Regional Developmenthe provision of power infrastructure; what sort of other
Council, the Issues Group, the strengthening of the developpfrastructure has been provided? _
ment board network and the development boards in regional TheHon. R.G. KERIN: A couple were for water. We did
South Australia are doing a terrific job. They do not alwaysthe Balcanoona air strip, which had some real tourism
get the praise that they deserve. We are getting about the righgnefits for Arkaroola and that region. There are a few where
number of applications to spend the $15 500 that is in théoads have been part of the issue. In some it is a mixture of
Regional Development Infrastructure Fund. We are verynfrastructure thatis needed on a site. There is a broad spread.
much on track. A lot of work has been done acrosd @mwilling to obtain for the honourable member a map that
government with the issues group to make sure that th&hows where they are located in the state and what type of
recommendations of the task force have been followed angrant the individual ones are. | can supply that pretty quickly.
complied with, and I think they have done an excellent job.
MsHURLEY: That last answer was very nice but it did
not tell me what the staff budget was. | presume that the

$500 000 in additional funding is out of the $785 000, so doef)robably the advisers that | plan to ask questions in order of

that make $285 000 for staff costs? the output classes. My first question therefore concerns
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The staff costs were $525 000. otpyt class 1. What is the break-up of the budget for output
MsHURLEY: The office has an additional $500 000, the c|ass 1.2 between mines and energy and the primary indus-
Deputy Premier said, so the budgeted figure is not the corregies and SARDI figure?
one: itis additional to that. TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | thank the deputy leader for the
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Yes, there will be $500 000 on question and | will call on Geoff Knight to give the detail.
what is in the budget, which has now been allocated that way
by the council. M ember ship:
MsHURLEY: For the Regional Development Infrastruc- ~ Ms Rankine substituted for Mr Wright.
ture Fund, $5.5 million has been allocated in 2001-02. In the
Directions for Regional South Australia Frame of Action, the Mr KNIGHT: In the breakdown of output 1.1,
government’s response' there |S reference to the Deve|opm§§53 m|"|0n Of the $10223 m|”|0-n pertaInS tO_the m|nerals
Infrastructure Fund that says that the $15.5 million fund is t®nd energy segment of the portfolio. | can provide the deputy
accelerate h|gh priority infrastructure needs in SoutHeader with |nf0rmat|9n abOUt how that breaks down across
Australia. It stated that the projects assisted up until 1 Januather PIRSA groups if she wishes.
2000 will lead to the expected creation or retention of some MSHURLEY: | will move on to 1.2, the research and
1 570 jobs with new investment in excess of $368 million.development area. Can | also have a breakdown between
Has that target been met, and what jobs and investmeffines and energy and the remainder of the primary industries
targets does that $5.5 million allocated for the next budgefortfolio?
have? Mr KNIGHT: The total expenditure for 2001-02 for
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: To date, 34 applications have Output 1.2 is estimated at $51.398 million and, of that,
been approved totalling $5.5 million and there are applica$®-145 illion relates to minerals and energy. Most of the
tions in the system at the moment for around anothef€St—$39.247 million—relates to the South Australian
$5.5 million. In the first year of operations there wasR&Search and Development Institute (SARDI).
projected creation or retention of some 1 570 jobs with new MSHURLEY: Referring to research and development,
investment in excess of $368 million. It is always very hardth® Deputy Premier would be aware that the former head of

to get accurate figures, but we would hope for a similar goalth€ department of fisheries has launched a scathing attack on

The types of developments that we are helping out witiihe government, accusing it of making decisions on fisheries

the Regional Development Infrastructure Fund do vary a lo2Nd @quaculture on the basis of politics and pork barrelling,

; : e .~ spot on the basis of good scientific research. Dr Gary Morgan,
Sometimes there is a significant cost to the whole project ino - h
getting three-phase power, say, to a smallish project, or Who was the head of fisheries between 1997 and last year,

may well be that it is just one small sticking point on a muchmade those claims to theustralian newspaper in a letter,

larger project. Certainly, quite a few of the projects that havdVhich states:

been helped were projects with in excess of 50 to 100 job? 5 I have degrees in natural resources management and mathematics

and there is a range of others down to six and eight jobs, b%sm both Sydney University and University of WA and a manage-

. - . ent degree from Melbourne University and have worked in the
many of those are very strategic because of their location angsa, the Middle East, Europe and the Caribbean. Much of this work

some of the add-ons of having that type of industry there. has been with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United

[Stting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]

MsHURLEY: | inform the Deputy Premier and more
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Nations (where, at various times, | ran both their global Fisheriesand  Obviously, because of the way in which his employment
ﬁquacul;urel Erogr?_ms) lan ml SemOfteﬁCUtlve DI?_S'UObnS with USith the department was terminated, he does feel bitter, but
gency 1or International Development. IVly consulting business | : i H H
in fisheries and aquaculture research and development. *he was th_e_ gltlmate manager W'th'n the Fisheries Department
S0 any criticism of management is a little hard to understand.

Of my 2 children, my son is a Mechanical Engineer specialisin . .
in water and wastewater management research and my daughtergf,%éry has had adequate opportunity to raise any of those

a degree and MBA in Hotel Management and is currently managinésSues with me, but he has never done so.
one of Boston'’s largest hotels. They both work with, and employ,a MsHURLEY: As a supplementary question, are you
number of expatriate Australians. saying that Gary Morgan never raised any issues with you

I also have direct experience of the impact that this talent flightabout the quality of research and development in the depart-

is having on Australia’s capacity to manage its resources an ; P S P
generate sustainable economic growth. When | returned to Australia, en;]or the direction in V\{hl(.:h It W?)S going: bvi h
I'wanted an opportunity to pass on my experience and expertise so, | heHon. R.G. KERIN: Since it became obvious he was

in 1997, | took on the position of Director of Fisheries with the Southleaving, no, he did not. In my regular meetings with Gary
Australi_an Government and_ essentially stood aside from myduring the period he was with the department, we talked at
consulting business for a period. ~ some length about many of those issues, but | can never
' fouﬂ? the standards of both management (and more wortyindemember Gary saying that there was a problem. He often
researcn) abysmal with researcn In particular poorly tfunaed an . - . . T
lacking focus. The main impact on me however was Seein£/ad a pr_oblem with what the fls_herles in their licence fees
researcher morale so very low. There was no ‘spark’ and ndvere willing to pay for R&D—I think we often have. We are
excitement. (This is a government research organization.) Mosn service provider mode whereby, if those fisheries want
researchers, particularly the young competent ones, were just waitigsearch on a certain thing and they are willing to pay for it,

to get out and | think that, at one stage or other, every gradual ; ; ;
researcher in fisheries and agriculture under 30 asked me to inter\/eg/ee supply it. This has been a problem with several people.

tofind a job for them overseas! This left those nearing retirement t20Me people feel that they should pay and we should tell
carry on the work. God knows what will happen when they actuallythem what they get for their money. That is not quite the way
retire! | despair at the thought. it is. We go through a process with R&D that is paid for out
The other, more insidious, impact that this poor standard an@f licence fees. He might not necessarily have agreed with
ol fcsarh uppeed v essningelhe mporncea, Beng a fsheres esearcher hmsel, he woud have
aquaculture development). A vicious circle was developing Whe;%ed to see .\NOI’k. in other are_as' He was not in charge_ of
the recognition that the research was poor or inadequate led to RARDI and fisheries research: he was Director of Fisheries.
being discounted in decision making which then led to even lower Mr LEWIS: | wonder if under output 1.1 the minister
][esg_archer morale and more departures and less Governmeiuld provide to the committee a simple statement by
unding. category of the sources of revenue which the department in
resatecése'gg;%g f;ﬁnﬁﬂens]of’}gdpgﬂt‘;gacﬁ;'/t_‘éfsggvaer']%pg%?éé’t"?g%vae??ch case under his care, or in his portfolio, obtains its funds?
pork b’arrelling. Simply because the strong research support base w; Qe categories to which | re_fer are gene_ral revenue, eXp"C'_t
rapidly disappearing. In this case, it actually suited the politicafé€s and charges made on industry which are returned to it,
agenda not to have a strong and vibrant R&D presence! | suspect thigesumably in the interests of that industry; and other fees

early 2000. This is why | believe that the talent flight has already, . - ie . .
caused major structural degradation (certainly in the R&D areas witR©rtfolio but not necessarily specific to the industry which

which I am familiar) which will not be easily reversed by tax reform Provided it. | want to know where the money is coming from.
alone. I am now again fully involved in my consultant business and|n fact, | want to know as a proportion of the total amount of
USAand | 9m certain hat n he futlre Ll be Splying researchy oy Deing spent in the Primary Indusries portfolio in
services back to Australia in areas where AustrapI%ngs once th; 985, as compared to this flnanCIaI year, how much comes
world leader. rom each of those categories?

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Output 1.1 relates to data and

So, after being hired by your government, that has beemformation products and services. | think the member might
Dr Morgan's experience as Director of Fisheries. Whatye |ooking for something broader.

decisions to which he was referring have been made based on iy LEWIS: | defer to the superior knowledge of the

politics and not good research, and are our fisheries andinister in that respect and ask him to simply answer the
made based on politics, not science? information. | am talking about what comes into Primary
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: At the outset | would say that | Industries as a portfolio and the sources of that revenue,
do not agree with Gary’s sentiments there. If you go towhether it is coming from taxpayers’ revenue, as it mostly
SARDI or Waite they will give the lie to what he said, used to, or from specific industry sources for specific industry
because that is not the case. The other thing | will say is thagturposes, or from the industry at large and used elsewhere,
the circumstance under which Gary Morgan left the departrot necessarily in that explicit industry. For example, some
ment has a lot to do with the tone of the letter and some of thef the Grain Research and Development Council funds are
things that have been said. As far as the politics are comow used on programs that are, while symbiotically associat-
cerned, Gary, like many of us, was quite disillusioned withed with grain production, not directly spent on grain crops.
the industry politics within the fishing industry. | know that Where does the money come from in the portfolio; where
decisions at fisheries management committee level, some dbes it go; and how does that compare in the came categories
which were overturned, were of concern to both him and mewith where it came from in the financial year 1985-86 and
As | said, in some cases we overturned some of thosehere it goes to? | do not expect the minister will know that
decisions because they were based on politics within thprecisely today. If he is happy to take it on notice, | am happy
industry. We have tried to address all that. | am not sure tto learn about it later.
what he is referring. | know Gary quite well. He has never TheHon. R.G. KERIN: We will take it on notice. We
raised those issues with me. | do not know what he is talkingould give some broad outlines; certainly with 1985 we could
about and | do not think he is correct. not. It might be better to take the question on notice. It is
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almost statistical. If the member is happy with that, we will of the review? To what extent is DNA testing being used to
endeavour to do that. identify the genetic relationship of the fruit flies caught in the
Mr LEWIS: Yes, | am happy with that. The point | am traps, for instance, during this last summer, to those that were
making is that | expect we will discover that there is lessfirst caught? We know that it is the Mediterranean fruit fly
money available for Primary Industries from general revenu¢hat is causing the problem.
and more has to come from the industry itself as fees, charges | suspect that it is the irresponsible indifference of
and levies made on those explicit industries. That does nahembers of the general public who are miscreant idiots, in
necessarily mean that the funds will be spent on that explicihat they take fruit prone to infestation from areas in which
industry, but it may be argued in the process that the purposefestation is known to occur to another location within the
to which it is applied is a purpose which the so-calledmetropolitan area, in the belief that they know better than the
consultative council, committee, or whatever it may be, ingovernment. And they spread the bloody thing. The next
that industry at the time thinks appropriate to spend it upornthing we know, we will lose some of our horticultural
Altogether, as a society, as a state, we have taken the viewarkets as a consequence of that selfishness and that
over the past 15 years, both in the Labor Party and the Liberagnorant, indifferent, irresponsible behaviour. The penalties
Party, that it is okay to spend money on education, so long &sr it are just too low at present. It is an insidious and
itis in public schools or other government owned agencieggrowing part of the culture of the younger generation in the
but that it is not okay to spend money on extension frommetropolitan area to treat with disdain the attempts that have
general revenue where that is not the development dfeen made successfully to prevent any drosophila from
knowledge through what has been traditionally regarded asecoming established in South Australia. It just worries the
the formal source of instruction. hell out of me that we are prepared to pander to the whims of
I will go on to explain further that my fear is that the rate the voters in marginal seats that might affect electoral
of improvement in productivity within Primary Industries will outcomes, in seats such as Unley and so on, and sacrifice, or
therefore fall away—and indeed probably has fallen away oseem willing to sacrifice, the millions of dollars of export
what could have been achieved—if the same level ofncome that we could otherwise enjoy.
expenditure from general revenue on that kind of extension What is the current policy? What is the expenditure level
service or education had been continued. | do not knowon fruit fly control? Will it be sustained? (This is not
whether or not that is the truth but the figures ought toexplicitly spelt out in the budget documents.) What attempt
illustrate that point. | have been disturbed in recent years ts being made to identify, through DNA testing, the close
see the weeds section, for instance, simply vertically cutelationship between any of the more recent outbreaks and
because the Treasurer and other cabinet ministers weearlier outbreaks?
unwilling to continue to finance it. TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The expenditure for the
If an exotic plant is discovered, it will take, in effect, campaign for 2000-01 is about $3.3 million. On top of that
longer for it to be identified and for an appropriate policy toare the normal fruit fly road blocks, and whatever. So, the
deal with it to arise in consequence of the demise of thabio-security fund section of it (which is the campaign) is over
professional section within the department than would hav&3 million, which is a lot more than you would ideally wish
been the case 15 or 20 years ago. We run the risk of suddertly spend, but it has been necessary. There is no doubt that we
finding ourselves overtaken more rapidly by the disastroubave had a good policy. The issue under review is very
consequences of not having that expertise within the departecused on what we do with fruit fly in metropolitan areas.
ment explicitly focused upon those exotic plants when theyWe have a very strong policy. You would be aware that the
are growing out of place in our environment: by definition, tri-state committee recommended to me that Yamba and
these are weeds. They can simply occupy the ground, take @odlawirra be closed and shifted to the other side of Broken
the nutrients and water and reduce our productivity and thelill, which | rejected out of hand.
usefulness of our land if we allow these weeds to become The issues under review are very much to do with how
established. We do not have a commitment, it seems to mato the future we can continue to control outbreaks within
to that kind of program any more. | will leave it at that and metropolitan areas. The way things were starting to run this
go on with my next question which follows on from this year with the public debate really creates the risk (if not this
directly. year at some time in the future) of some sort of class action
How much money has the government spent on fruit flyor whatever it is that actually stops the spraying, and that
control in the past—and when | talk about the past, | meamvould put the whole industry at risk. It is worth being aware
15 years ago, 10 years ago and five years ago—indexed intd that and ensuring that whatever we do is totally respon-
2000-01 dollars? What are the consequences likely to be aible. The review will be very much about the communica-
this review if we pander to the whimsical inclinations of thetion, education, procedure (occupational health and safety)
ignoramuses who want to see the whole control prograrand training to make sure that operators understand what they
watered down? It is bad enough now for my citrus growersare doing as well as householders understanding (1) the need
in Mypolonga, who cannot get the kind of accreditationfor spraying and (2) particularly their responsibilities in
which has been made available to communities in thensuring that they do not expose themselves to any sort of
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area, for instance, or in Sunraysiayisks from the chemicals. Of course, these chemicals have
who are just as much at risk of being exposed to fruit flybeen used for a long time in that field.
infestation as the growers at Mypolonga; indeed, they are Referring to the previous statement made by the member,
probably closer and at greater risk. Yet, the Mypolongd inform him that this year the budget appropriation for
growers cannot get that kind of accreditation and certificatioprimary industry is up 21 per cent. Since 1993 we have done
that would enable them to enter the markets currentlyeasonably well within primary industry; the level of
supplied out of New South Wales and northern Victoria. government appropriation has stayed up. On top of that are
So, | want to know what this government’s policy is on those avenues where we raise revenue. | think that is pretty
fruit fly now; or does it not have one, pending the outcomewell on line. | think the other thing that we sometimes miss
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is that 15 to 20 years ago almost every agronomist outsidihat they nearly all come from the one population in Perth
Adelaide was a departmental agronomist. The overall trainechakes it a little harder to differentiate.
knowledge out there nowadays has lifted enormously. There The issue of the sterile fruit fly is one that we have been
are fewer farmers and the number of agronomists in regiongdursuing with Western Australia for some time. What we will
South Australia is probably something like four or five timesbe spending on it is the topic of negotiations at the moment.
what it was previously. There is a whole range of commercialVe are looking to target about six million a week during the
agronomists operating, whether they are consultants or peogberiod of the campaign—
working for local business or fertiliser or chemical com-  Mr Lewisinterjecting:
panies. The means of delivery have also changed through TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Yes, that is flies. We are looking
FarmBis and property management planning and so on. at about six million a week and we are negotiating with the
I think nowadays there is much more focus on gettingdepartment in Western Australia at the moment as to cost
knowledge to where it is required, and that is not onlysharing and supply arrangements. We have a lot of hope that
government because GRDC has excellent seminars and figltht may well be part of the whole answer. If it actually works
days around the place. Farmers are the ones who have to tak®well as it has with, say, the Queensland fruit fly, it will in
the credit, because even though there are fewer farmers evetgelf address a lot of the community issues involving the
seminar and field day is a lot better attended nowadays thaamount of chemical used, the way it has to be put out and the
was the case 15 to 20 years ago. There is a real thirst féength of time it needs to be put out. We are very keen for
knowledge out there amongst the farming community. fthat to actually work. The work on that is running a couple
greatly respect the urge of the farming community; they knowof years behind the Queensland fruit fly program: our work
there are new technologies out there and that there are betteith sterile male Queensland fruit fly has been very good. Mr
ways of doing things, and the willingness of South AustraliarBarry Windle will answer the last part of the question.
farmers to pick up on that has been terrific. Mr WINDLE: I will explain in relative lay terms, since
From a productivity point of view, five record grain | am notan entomologist. | understand that the population of
harvests in the last six years speaks for itself as far as theMediterranean fruit flies that is used to generate the sterile
ability to pick up on productivity is concerned. | believe that males is a heat sensitive strain. The process is, broadly, that
the big lift in productivity over the years has not necessariljthe flies are raised, the whole population—males and
been at the top end of the crops. What has happened is thifatmales—is irradiated, which renders the males sterile—
the variability of crops in areas has almost disappeared. As Mr LEWIS: This is not just the sunshine, is it? The
the member would know, through eelworm and soursobs anidradiation is radioactive?
so on, 20 years ago if your best crop was 15 bags the worst Mr WINDLE: Yes.
one was probably three because of some of these problems. Mr LEWIS: What kind of rays are they?
Nowadays, if your best crop is 15 the worst is probably 12. Mr WINDLE: | would have to check that. Then the
| believe that is where a lot of our productivity has picked up.population is subjected to a temperature which is lethal for
We have got rid of a lot of the flops that farmers invariablythe females, leaving only the sterile males. That population,
used to have because of things that were beyond their contrinl its pupating stage, is then transported for emergence in
at the time but they have used technology to drag thosAdelaide and then for subsequent release.
bottom crops up towards their top ones. Mr LEWIS: So they do not all fly while they are in
Mr LEWIS: With respect to fruit fly, | refer to DNA flight? They are in the sleeping phase?
testing to determine the relationship between subsequent Mr WINDLE: Yes, they are pupating.
outbreaks that have occurred through the summer and the Mr LEWIS: And, on arrival, | presume they break from
insects trapped in the initial outbreaks. There are means lifpe chrysalis and are ready to mate, if | am not mistaken.
which it is possible to establish fairly accurately whetheror Mr WINDLE: Yes, that is correct.
not these are from fresh infestations imported or from Mr LEWIS: What is their libido like in comparison with
derivative infestations that have arisen from the spread dhe fellow that has not been irradiated and cooked?
infested fruit within the metropolitan area. Can the minister TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Ask the girls!
say what contribution will be or has been made by the South  The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Is that a second supplemen-
Australia government to the breeding of sterile males fotary question?
release to mate with females? Itis a type of Clayton’s mate: Mr LEWIS: | am really asking what is the trade-off? We
it all happens but nothing happens because the male is steribere using a lot of chemicals, Mr Chairman, which is causing
The female thinks she has what it takes but, in fact, she haslot of people a lot of angst. How much more do we have to
been caught short and all the eggs that are laid are equalbay, if any more, to switch our techniques? That is what is
sterile. If the minister does not mind, can he not only identifymotivating the question. | am trying to get that across to the
what cost contribution is made by South Australia to thaigeneral public. There are a couple of underlying sound
program, if any, but also can he describe the physical processessages in it, namely, that radiation is not all bad, nor is
of the entomologists and other scientists involved in developgenetic manipulation of a species all bad, and in this case it
ing the sterile male? | have a very good reason for asking thatill probably be cost effective. It will not only eliminate the
question. risk that people feel they are exposed to of development of
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: First, it is certainly possible with allergies or poisoning from the use of the sprays that are
Queensland fruit fly. | think that one of the issues—and | ddethal to the fruit fly, but, also, it may be as cost effective, if
not know the total answer—involving DNA with the not more cost effective, than relying on chemicals, baits and
Mediterranean fruit fly is that virtually all that come here so on. That is the gist of it. It is about time the public had a
would come from Perth from the one population, and thatittle lesson in the benefits of some of these scientific
complicates things a bit. So, we are not sure but we can che¢k&chniques and enjoyed the benefit of it without getting hang-
on that. | suppose at the end of the day it is useful to knowyips about what we will do with the nuclear waste of the dead
you still have an outbreak, but we can check on that. The fachale fruit flies because, once they have copulated, that is it—
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you do not come back tomorrow night. It is like the white ant:in the fisheries area. But, is it the case that you totally reject
itis all over. anything that is said in this letter and you have no concerns

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: I thank the member for sharing whatsoever about that aspect of your department?
his thoughts with us. In regard to cost effectiveness, | am TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | suppose we would always love
informed that this method is cost effective with Queenslandnore resources in all these areas. As regards criticising
fruit fly, but with Mediterranean fruit fly it is a bit different individuals and the work they do, | absolutely refrain from
because they are a different beast: the numbers required ateing that. | think that some excellent work is being done by
guite high, and making it work will probably mean a costsome of our researchers. For Mr Morgan to say that it is only
premium over the current type of program. However, | thinkthe older ones who are left, which is implied in the letter, is
that is a good investment. | make clear to the committee thguist not correct. You only have to go to SARDI to see that
going the way of the sterile fruit fly is not a reaction to thethat is not the case. While Gary Morgan might not have
problems that we have had this year. It was always thagreed with the direction that some of those people were
intention that we would go into full scale testing with the taking, | do not think he has the right to judge those people
sterile Mediterranean fruit fly at the first outbreak next yearor question their competency just because he did not agree

with what they were doing. There are some very good people
M ember ship: there, and | think that they are doing terrific work. If you look

Mr Snelling substituted for Ms Geraghty at the health of our overall fish stocks, | think that is testa-

ment to the good work that they are doing.

MsHURLEY: | would like to go back to Dr Gary MsHURLEY: | do not believe that the tone of the letter
Morgan'’s letter because I find it difficult to believe that the suggests that Gary Morgan is criticising individual people.
minister can shrug off what is basically an indictment of thej think it is quite explicit that he is criticising the management
Fisheries Research Organisation. In his letter Mr Morgamnd the direction of the whole department. As far as | know—
does not only talk about poor funding: he says that it is a poosind | asked this question at estimates last year—the position
standard of research. He does not talk about politicabf Director, Fisheries, has not been filled. In last year's
decision-making within the fisheries industry: he is sayingestimates the minister said that that would be happening
that decisions on development were becoming more politicakhortly but perhaps not at the level of director. Could you
ly based and subject to overt pork-barrelling. | think theupdate the committee as to what has been happening there?
minister’s previous answer begs the question as to why Dr Mr WINDLE: The process of appointing a fisheries
Gary Morgan left his position as Director of Fisheries. policy director is well advanced; in fact, interviews are next

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: As regards the reason he left, | week. The statutory role of Director, Fisheries, has been
am quite happy to speak to the member privately about thafulfilled throughout the year 2000-01 without breaking that
I do not think it is fair to Gary Morgan for me to make too function. The position has been called nationally and locally,
many statements publicly on that. In fairness, | will not stateand we have also sought expert recruitment assistance in that
that. Strictly, his reasons are a matter between the chigfrocess. As | said, the interviews are next week, and both the
executive of PIRSA and Dr Morgan. major fishing industry bodies in South Australia are repre-

The research priorities are not set politically. Rather, thewented on the interview panel for that position.
come down to several steps. There is the SAPIRD, which sets MsHURLEY: The research and development aquaculture
the overall direction for research for both SARDI and thosestrategic plan for southern bluefin tuna has been released.
parts of PIRSA which interrelate with that. There is what weOne of the key recommendations is for the development of
call SAFRAB, the body which looks at proposals which maymanufactured feed for tuna, and that is obviously useful in
require FRDC (federal Fisheries Research and Developmetdrms of tuna farming management plus environmental
Corporation) funding, and there are the fisheries managemesiistainability for the industry. Another recommendation is the
committees which make decisions on what they want to fungiropagation of southern bluefin tuna. | understand that some
as far as research goes. So, it is very much not a politicalections of the tuna industry, while supporting research on
process in relation to any decisions that are made on th@anufactured feed, are not so keen on the propagation of
direction that research will take. It does not come to mesouthern bluefin tuna. Will the minister comment on the
things are reported to me but the decisions on what researd@iportance of those two objectives?
takes place are taken extremely independently of the political The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Manufacturing feed for tuna is
process, and so they should be. It should be the bodies tha¢ry important. It involves not just environmental sustain-
are funding them that make the decisions. And SAPIRD (thability but economic sustainability as well. The feed conver-
South Australian Primary Industries Research and Develogsion ratios from pilchards can be improved a lot with
ment Board), which is an independent group of people, setmanufactured feeds. The manufacturing of feed has both
the direction for government funding on research right acrossnvironmental and economical benefits. It is just a matter of
the board, whether it be fisheries or otherwise. So, despite thgetting the right formulations and whatever, and that is really
way in which the letter is worded, if Gary Morgan has athe vital next step. | am obviously very keen for propagation
problem with the direction that the research was going, it ito go ahead, because who knows what the sustainability of
that Gary Morgan as an individual did not agree with thesome of those global fisheries might be. Australia is a
decision-makers within SAPIRD, SAFRAB and the Fisheriescommonwealth fishery, and Australia has been extremely
Management Committees. responsible over the years as far as its catch goes. We are

MsHURLEY: That means, by the sound of it, that you trying to get everyone in the same loop.
totally reject anything in this letter and that you have no Fishing outside the quota still occurs, and that puts the
concerns whatsoever about the standard or direction afhole thing at risk at some stage. Propagation allows two
fisheries research. | have spoken to a number of people, bothings to happen: first, if it works—which is the challenge
working within the industry and in the conservation move-they face, and a lot of R&D has to be done to get to that
ment, who have also expressed to me concerns about reseasthge—it will offer sustainability to the tuna industry. It will



62 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 20 June 2001

do so because it will make up for fishers not being able to On Monday 14 May my mother left a message telling me about
catch fish to grow them or not being able to catch as manyhe advert in the paper for fencing. On Wednesday the 16th | had a

; ; ; ; ; message left on our answering service informing us of the project
Secondly, if we get the feeding part right, which will make and inviting us to attend a bus trip on Friday the 18 May. On

tuna farming as such even more sustainable, propagatiofhyrsday the 17th May Murray Thomas from McNamara Fencing
really means that we can build the total size of the industrytang me at home to tell me about the tender and if | was interested
What tuna farming has done for Port Lincoln, and the flow-orhe would send me the documents. | said yes please. | was home to

to Eyre Peninsula, is quite amazing in a financial sense. If wfrange some things and rang to arrange the documents etc for this
! Job. | rang contact numbers | was given on the phone messages

can grow on that, and have a few other areas share in whatiggih). | think | spoke to Nick Secombe, Project Officer, Branched
a real wealth generating industry, | would certainly supporBroomrape Program. He gave me another number, [and] | informed
that. him that | had no tender documents and knew nothing of what he
MsHURLEY: | would like to move onto output class 2 required, | explained to him that | was a local fencing contractor—
2.1—Resource regulation planning services. In the commerand | might add by way of explanation that this man and his
tary on major resource variations, the quite large increase ibusiness (Mike Mason Fencing Pty Ltd) has done extensive
the budgeted amount for this section is attributed to theontracts for both state and commonwealth governments, not
farmed seafoods initiative, management of marine protectedst South Australia—
areas and food risk management and safety. What is théd had already been involved and was well aware of the require-
funding allocation for each of those three areas? ments and the danger of spreading the seed.
Mr KNIGHT: The additional funding in 2001-02 for the I rang the other number, a mobile, and was informed about the
R T :«l, DUS trip again on Friday 18 May, and | agreed to join them on the
farmed seafood 'nltlatlve_' '_S_ $_2 million; for _the food risk inspection, which was the bus trip. | also informed this [chap] that
management and safety initiative, $800 000; and for proteq-had no tender documents and he said, [he would] have the
tion of the state’s living marine resources, $400 000. | pointlocuments on the bus for [me].
out that that is half the total state government commitment. _ Friday | was there early, a man came around and checked [those
The sum of $400 000 has also been allocated through tH¥] us [attending] off alist. I inquired about the documents [and] he

. . ..~ . said ‘Here’ and gave me a maodification of the original fence design.
Department for Environment and Heritage. So thatinitiative’s5iq | still needed the tender documents; he replied that he would

is a total of $800 000. send them out to [me], so | gave him my business card and said that
MsHURLEY: That adds up to $3.2 million, which does McNamara Fencing would not be attending as they did not do rural

; ; ; ; ; ncing work and they were sending their copies [of the documents]
not quite account for the increase in funding. It is not an eas f, me, but | said [that | was Mike Mason from Mike Mason Fencing]

thing to see what the resource regulation planning service$,q would like my own tender document There was a bit of a
do. What are the other services there? Who are the customegjigamble talk to all the different contractors (earthmoving, fencing,
of this output class? spraying, fumigating and [the general] interested parties [who had

. een invited to this inspection]. [We were] informed that it is a big
Mr KNIGHT: There are some other changes. One of th‘grea and the trip would take most of the day and if we [wished] to

things that makes these statements a little difficult tQeaye early bestwe follow in our own vehicles, but if you [do so] you
understand at times is reclassifications from one year to th@ay miss out on some questions and answers. So off we went and

next. | can assure the deputy leader that they are not done fairived at the first site and just drove straight through and had a
this reason. However, there is a reclassification of AnimaT“”I’“a”S?(ggmae}ma{Lyé distance [of the proposed inspection would
and Plgnt antrol Commlss_lon expenditure from anOthe[)e] and got [the] reply, ‘From the Whitg pgg to the npext white peg
output into this one, and that is out of a further $600 000. S@oth sides of the road'. I replied, ‘If you have no measurements
in total those four come to $3.8 million. | suspect the totalcould we measure it with the bus trip meter?’ [He replied] ‘No trip
variation is about $4.8 million. There are other assorted mingineter’ (bus diver shook his head). . .
changes. If you wish to get a fuller reconciliation of that, weHe then said that somebody will be sent out on Monday. One
are happy to take that on notice. They are the significansf the people on the bus replied that Monday was a public
elements of that. holiday, to which he replied that it was not a problem, as
Mr LEWIS: My question is now about the tendering ‘they had someone out there all the time, and he would get
processes used by the department for the work that it has the measurements sent out by Tuesday 22 May’. The letter
get done by contractors. How are people or firms empanellecbntinues:
to make them eligible for participation in tendering for the  \ve arrived back at Murray Bridge around 11.30 a.m. and |
work the department wants to get done by private contractorgecided that | had seen all that was needed and when | received the

for pest and weed control? documents and [the] distances [relevant to the fencing contract that

. : I was interested in] | would have a closer inspection by myself and
Mr WICKES: The pest and weed control tendering you}hen ask [further questions if necessary].

are talking about is done by the animal and plant control o Thursday 24 May | arrived home after work at 7 p.m. and
boards. Itis up to animal and plant control boards to sort oufound | had just received the documents from McNamara Fencing

their tendering arrangements for control of weeds. and that the tenders closed on Friday the 25th May at 4 p.m.,

. : discussion time closed at 4 p.m. Thursday 24th May.
Mr LEWIS: By way of supplementary question, what | had a previous engagement with DEHAA at Warooka on the

aboutin the context of the branched broomrape tenders thgf e peninsula. I still haven't got distances [I had sought] or a copy
were recently let? of the tender documents from Nick.

Mr WICKES: The current branched broomrape tenders  On Friday 25th May in the morning on the way to Warooka |
that are let, which are to do with roadside management anf@9 Mr Nick Secombe and asked some questions mainly about

. . Istances and he said he had forwarded them on to McNamara
fencing, have been put through a process of calling foEencing “and | asked what about Mason Fencing. He said he had

general tenders and been through our APU unit to sign off ofufilled his obligation and | should get my act together; as far as he

the process and also on the tenders. was concerned McNamara Fencing were forwarding everything on
Mr LEWIS: By way of explanation, | will refer to a letter © M€ and [that] was not his problem—

which | have received about this program and which hasthink the problem arises in this section—

disturbed me immensely. It is from Mike Mason, whois quite | asked could I fax itin (the tender) [and] he said no, he couldn’t

prepared to swear this under oath. The letter states: have someone sitting next to a fax machine waiting all day [he said
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it would be] bad luck [that I might not and would not be able to action was taken as to the conflict of having the fisheries
submit my tender and] you should have got your act together.  podies actually directing certain things with compliance. |

[I checked] McNamara Fencing got the distances on thg,, ; ; ;
Thursday, [Mr] Secombe rang back and left them on the voice maTYw” ask Will Zacharin to try to address the question.

[for me] at 10.30 a.m. . [after | had set out for Warookal. Mr ZACHARIN: Advice from the Crown Solicitor was _
He denied ever hearing me say, please send me the tendétat fisheries needed to take more of a hands-off approach in

documents and information. He gave us [the] distance, [but] nderms of providing compliance services; and that compliance

mention of [the] number of end assemblies, gates, etc [which are] ajeryices for fisheries, which are a public resource, must be in

necessary in preparing a price. _ _ the interests of the community and should not at any time be
It disturbs me that in further explanation and conversatiofettered by a stakeholder group.

with me Mr Mason pointed out that Mr Secombe, and anyone MsHURLEY: Perhaps | can ask as a Supp|ementary

else who was involved in this process, was very uncooperguestion, then, not so much what question was asked but why
tive and unhelpful, and, accordingly, that may have affectegyas the question asked at this stage? Were there perceived
the willingness of contractors to submit competitive andproblems with the industry-run compliance programs?
realistic prices and, more particularly, it may have excluded Mr ZACHARIN: Compliance does not run any compli-
some people from prospective participation because of thgnce programs, so we did not take away any programs that
offhanded and indifferent manner with which it was treatedihe industry was running, but they wished to use some people
I ask the minister: is this what he sees as acceptable behayntside the Public Service to provide compliance services.
iour and, if not, will he undertake to have the matter investi-Again, the advice from the Crown Solicitor was quite clear:
gated and, if necessary, arrange for a recall of the tender t@at people who have powers of arrest or search and seizure
enable the state, the taxpayers and the program to get thged to be officers of the Crown. Therefore, outsourcing
most competent and best possible prices in each of thgome of those services to other groups was inappropriate for
categories for which tenders were called; and, if not, whythe compliance services of this common property resource.
not? MsHURLEY: I will repeat the question then: were there

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | am quite happy to obtain a perceived problems? Why, having had it outsourced for some
copy of the letter and have this matter investigated. | am veryime, was this questioned?
loath to judge these things without knowing the full story. We  Mr ZACHARIN: No compliance services were out-
receive a lot of complaints over time and, once both sides afourced at all. There was a wish to, so we took advice on the
the story are known, you are in a much better position taspirations of industry to provide some compliance services
judge. So I will not prejudge it, but | will obtain a copy of the in some areas, and that was considered inappropriate so on
letter from the member and have it investigated. that legal advice we did not proceed.

Mr LEWIS: Will the Deputy Premier tell the committee  MsHURLEY: | take it that the reason for the additional
what the government expects will be the ultimate cost of thigisheries compliance officers being put out in different
round of tender calls for the eradication program along theegions, as referred to in the budget papers, was as a result of
roadsides in the areas that have been set aside as the quangis Crown Law advice. Will those officers be taken from
tined areas affected by branched broomrape near Murraisting PIRSA compliance officers or will they be additional
Bridge and Bow Hill? officers, and what training will they require?

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Tenders are stillout,andforme ~ TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | can assure the deputy leader
to put an absolute figure on it prejudices the tender proceshat that was not the reason for the extra officers. The extra
to some extent. Within the program, we have indicativeofficers were purely a budget bid that we put in, in that we
figures. We are looking at $300 000 to be spent on fumigatingvanted to step up the compliance effort. With more people
roadsides and some other high risk areas. It is not a chedighing, better equipment, GPS and whatever else, compliance
process of fumigating. Obviously, that will depend on theis one means of restricting effort, particularly illegal effort,
level of tenders that come in. We only have indicative figuresind it was felt that the best way we could do that was through
for that at the moment. Similarly with the fencing, that will a range of measures, one of which was compliance.
depend on what actually comes in. | am not aware of the Interms of who they will be, they need to be extra people
likely costs there. because they are actually extra heads, an extra number of

One of the problems, as we head down a path of eradicgeople, that we will have in compliance. Obviously, they will
tion and control, is just what the total ‘ask’ is at the end of thecome in from outside. People who work in other sections of
day for branch broom rape. That is something that we willPIRSA could apply but, basically, they are people new to the
continually have to monitor, and it is very hard to judge compliance unit.
because we do not know for how many years we will be  Mr ZACHARIN: We have put out applications to recruit
doing this. people, and all those people will be trained to the TAFE

MsHURLEY: I would like to address output 2.3, relating certificate 3 level in compliance before they undertake their
to compliance services, and would like to go back to fisherieguties.
for a while. | am not quite certain how it is operated, but| MsHURLEY: The Deputy Premier referred to the
understand that on the basis of some Crown Law advice soniecreased need for compliance—increased effort by fishers,
fisheries were advised that they could not undertake their owimcluding recreational fishers. The Deputy Premier has just
compliance work because of a conflict of interest, and noweleased a decision about recreational rock lobster fisheries
PIRSA has taken over that compliance work, hence théhat allows not quite an unlimited take but an increased take
increase in budget that we see here. Can the Deputy Premiefrlobsters by recreational fishers. Obviously, there will be
elaborate on that situation, and particularly, if it was on themuch more of a requirement for monitoring this situation to
basis of Crown Law advice, what question Crown Law wasdfind out whether recreational fishers of lobster are staying
asked? within their bag limits and are noting their take in what |

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | am not aware of what the gatheris a log book. Is this one of the reasons why there is
question was, but it was certainly on Crown Law advice thatdditional expenditure on compliance?
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TheHon. R.G. KERIN: They are not particularly linked. the test s picking it up, but virtually all positive results have
What we wanted to do with the rock lobster was a differenteen explainable. There is still a lot of work to be done; we
decision. That decision was taken only after we had done ouwstill do not have a foolproof test for it. Kangaroo Island is our
bilaterals in the budget bids, so that they were separateyajor focus of infection in South Australia—there is no doubt
although of course they are connected. The extra money thabout that—but the latest cases in the South-East are of some
we will receive for rock lobster pot registrations will be usedconcern to us. As we find each of those we then start to trace
very much to increase our information about and monitoringorward yet again as to where they might have sent sheep to
of the actual size of the recreational catch. We feel as if wearry through the infection. Whilst we have found four to
need as good a grip on that as we possibly can get, so that wate, it does not mean it will stop there.
can identify the level of recreational effort. MsHURLEY: | now move on to something different,

The deputy leader will be aware that we have come to awhich probably does not belong in this section, but | was not
arrangement whereby we will ensure that effort within thesure where to ask it. | want to ask a question about marine
total fishery is capped by the transfer of some effort on aquaculture. | have received some information that section 59
lease basis. To get that as right as we possibly can wilkxemptions have been issued for the release of mulloway into
require us to have a good system of monitoring the total sizeanks but no permits for the release of kingfish or mulloway
of the recreational catch. Compliance is part of that, but thersnto marine cages. Indeed, the new species of fish for
needs to be more monitoring, and we are going to have littlaquaculture is a very exciting development, but | would not
log books and a range of measures that we feel will increadé&e to see some slip-up occur, as happened with tuna in
our information as to the size of the recreational catch.  Louth Bay, which causes the industry some regulatory

MsHURLEY: | have a query about the expenses inproblems. | want to check that that system of permits and
relation to output 2.4, relating to incident response servicesegulation is being followed with regard to different species
which are listed as $5.851 million. As | understand it theof fish released into cages or tanks.
budgeted amount last year was $5.637 million, but the actual TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | will ask Barry Windle to
expenditure was $13.023 million. Have | misunderstood, oanswer the question.
is there some other factor in there that accounts for that Mr WINDLE: My understanding is that section 59
$8 million discrepancy? exemptions for the collection of kingfish brood stock have

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: That part of the budget is always been issued and that the subsequent farming of kingfish is
extremely difficult to predict. The member would be awaresubject to development approval.
that we spent over $6 million on the locust campaign and that MsHURLEY: And mulloway?
we had a difficult fruit fly year. There isarange. That partof Mr WINDLE: Endorsements for species occur on the
the budget is very hard to predict, because at the start of treguaculture licences, and my understanding is that they have
year you do not know where you are with locusts and fruitbeen made.
fly, and there are other components in there that are also MsHURLEY: | would like now to move on to output
unpredictable. It is probably further out than it would class 3, ‘Coordination and advice’. | am particularly interest-
normally be, but a lot of that would be because of theed in the aquaculture bill. The target listed in the budget for
absolute size of the locust campaign this year. It was aB000-01 was that this bill should go to cabinet, and I notice
extremely good investment when you look at the way we hadhat in this year’s budget the highlight for 2001-02 is that it
very little damage in a year when we had record crops. Butvould have reached cabinet by the end of June. Will the bill
it was expensive; it cost us more than $6 million to do it. Thatin fact be before cabinet by the end of June?
is the major reason for the discrepancy, and fruit fly adds to TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Yes, the bill has gone to cabinet.
it as well. There is one issue on which it needs to go back to cabinet,

MsHURLEY: | want to ask a question about where we and hopefully that will be in the next two weeks.
are with incident response to ovine Johne’s disease. Isthe aim Mr LEWIS: My questions arise from this Budget
still the eradication of that disease, or is it simply control?Paper 8, Regional South Australia. My first question arises
What sort of incidence of the disease has there been in Souftom a remark that is made in there. It is provided to the
Australia? parliament under the signature of a letter from the Deputy

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Yes, industry is still very keen Premier and Minister for Primary Industries and Resources
on eradication. The only thing that makes people nervouand particularly Minister for Regional Development, where
about that is the incidence in New South Wales, wherdie has signed off on that initial statement on page 3. It draws
historically it has not been addressed perhaps as well asattention to supporting planning and infrastructure. In the
could have been; it has almost become endemic in one or twgecond paragraph it provides local, regional management of
areas over there. Industry in South Australia is very focusediater resources through catchment water management plans
on eradication but at the same time doing as much as wa&nd sustainable water used to support industry as an example
possibly can to work out what the prevalence or incidence obf the way the government is helping the regions. | further
itis. As a result of some of the testing we are doing, we argoint to the statement made on page 6 that the government is
starting to show up some cases. As far as ovine Johne’s goegmmitted to helping regional communities develop and
the member would be aware that recently we found an OJEnhance their capacity to determine their own future.
positive case in the Millicent area. My understanding is that Why does the government not allow the communities of
we are probably up to four, and more as tracers from thaPinnaroo, Parilla, Lameroo and Geranium to obtain the
case, which is a bit of a worry, but tracing continues. benefits they naturally enjoy from the underground water

What gives us some level of confidence that it is notresources which they use in their towns, instead of compel-
widespread is that we have done some pulled faeces testitigg them to subsidise the cost of providing water supply to
at the abattoirs, and that has shown up some positives, btite metropolitan area and other communities such as Yalata
they have traced them back to properties on Kangaroo Islarehd Woomera, where the cost of simply getting that water
that we know have it. That has been positive. It means thdtom the aquifer beneath the towns, putting it into an
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overhead tank and reticulating it around the towns is less than TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Not yet.

one-twelfth of what they are charged for it? Yet they cannot Mr LEWIS: In any case, it costs a lot more to pump the
enjoy the benefits of that lower cost, in spite of the governwater from Morgan to Port Pirie than it costs to pump the
ment’s saying it is committed to supporting regional developwater from 50 feet underground in Lameroo to the header
ment and providing this opportunity to help the regionaltank. | bet it costs no more or less in Port Pirie to put down
communities enhance their capacity to determine their owpipes to reticulate that water to the homes than it costs in the
future. mallee. In fact, it probably costs less because in those towns

On the one hand, we are compelled to subsidise othehere is no underlying limestone or other sedimentary rock
people’s water supply in the mallee and, on the other handnaterial; it is easy trenching. It is in the area of the mallee
we cannot get a reasonable power supply when the cle#nat was not inundated in recent geological time on which the
profit the government has been making for years out of thdimestone sediment settled, so it does not have the same costs.
water supply program has been taken out on the other side ¥&t we cannot get an even break to enjoy the benefits of
the state to the benefit of industrial, domestic and governmemthere we are. It seems that we simply suffer the disabilities
agencies’ premises. As minister for the regional developmerihat arise out of the so-called equal water pricing policy
of the state, is he prepared and willing to go to bat for thesahich is not fair; and, if it is fair, then damn it—put some
communities in the mallee to give them a fair go so that theyeticulated water around the communities of Swan Reach,
are not screwed for their water supply by SA Water and/oBowhill and Copeville which was promised it some 30 years
whoever else is responsible for billing it? ago when Tom Stott was the member for Ridley and which

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | am not sure what the actual was never delivered.
costing of the water for those areas would be in a true While they were promised by the government when the
sense—I| know what they are charged. As far as crosddon. Steele Hall was Premier, subsequently the Premier
subsidisation is concerned, with the corporatisation of SAHon. Don Dunstan—bless his socks and rest his soul)
Water there is not really cross-subsidisation. | think it is nowrepudiated that promise and nothing was done. No matter
a $76 million community service obligation which ensureswhich way | look at it, the communities | represent miss out.
that there is a statewide water price. If we were to go dowiBudget by budget, year by year, we build the Burra to
the line of actual costings being reflected in pricing, it wouldMorgan Road and we fix up the road from nowhere else to
absolutely devastate many of our rural communities. Cummins, and so on, but we do not do those sorts of things

In relation to the instance about which we are talking, | dan the mallee unless | bellyache about it continually. The
not know: the major cost with water is always the infrastruc-Bowhill section of the road was opened only a few days
ture; pumping is a marginal cost. | take it that SA Water hasago—it was very polite of the minister to do that when she
done the infrastructure in those areas, including puttingknew | would not be there—but that section still does not
piping around the towns. complete the sealing of the road from Bowhill to Murray

Mr LEWIS: The E&WS did that about 50 years ago. Bridge.

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: But you will find the cost is the My point is that we suffer disadvantage. | have done the
infrastructure. There are private water schemes around but fbest | can politely; | am getting to be more bellicose about it
them to do something independently would work out morenow; and | will get to be impolite about it in the very near
expensive than the system they currently have. | do not knofuture unless regional development begins to mean something
how you break that down. On one hand, | have to go intdor the people | represent rather than a lot of words that say
cabinet to argue—and | have gone into cabinet over the yeatkings that ought to apply but do not apply to us. They may
and argued—the case for one price across South Australiapply to others but they do not apply to us.
despite what competition policy might say, because the actual TheHon. R.G. KERIN: We have checked the figures of
cost in many areas would be far too high. The $76 millionthe regions and there is a community service obligation made
or somewhere in the mid $70 million range, to make up thehrough the CSO for supplementing the costs or the shortfall
community service obligation to get water into regional area®f revenue versus costs in the Murray Mallee.
is an enormous cost. Once all the costings are done, the Mr LEWIS: No: that is because of the nasty way and the
honourable member might be surprised to learn that the actudeliberately deceptive way in which the boundaries are
costs in those towns are close to what is charged. drawn. That includes the communities of Murray Bridge,

Mr LEWIS: | know what it costs to pump water from that Callington, Tailem Bend and along the river. | asked the
aquifer per megalitre and it is nowhere near $1 a kilolitre, yetlepartment before it was privatised, | asked the minister who
that is what it works out to. It is nowhere near a 10th of ais now Premier, and | have asked the minister since then to
dollar a kilometre. The infrastructure is not all that extensivesegregate those costs, but they will not do it; they say, ‘It will
because the towns are fairly compact and the infrastructudee too expensive.’ Well, | have said it before: it is the kind
is already there—just like it is everywhere else. It seems thatf thing you would expect from a male bovine beast’s
the mallee misses out and does not get any communityackend.
service benefits; and it suffers these kinds of disadvantages The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | think we are off the primary
which ought to be sold as its advantage. industries line here.

The minister enjoys enormous benefits for the communi- Mr LEWIS: We are on regional development.
ties in his electorate through the cross-subsidisation of water The Hon. R.G. KERIN: No, we were on that this
supply from the Morgan-Whyalla pipeline that augments thenorning; that was before lunch. | hear where the member is
minimal amount of water that gets caught in the Bundaleecoming from but, if we were to look at the true cost, we are
and the small reservoirs in the north Flinders. pumping a lot of money into the CSO. Ifin fact any of those

TheHon. R.G. Kerin interjecting: towns were under, | do not think they would be under by very

Mr LEWIS: Well, if they are no longer used, then all the much. I think the real costs of supplying water are quite high.
water is pumped from the river. They are used as recreational Mr LEWIS: The next point | wanted to raise is in relation
areas, | guess. to the planning strategy for the development of regional
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action plans to be finalised in 2001-02—page 4. Although nograin terminal. | do not see any allocation in the budget for
explicitly mentioned, there are two points. First, how longthe infrastructure required for that, and | wonder if the
will it take for the STED scheme to be completed as aminister, from his stand as Minister for Primary Industries,
program; and, secondly, why cannot the government simplgould give an update of what is happening with that develop-
take up the proposition with Victoria and New South Walesment.

that the sensible location of the interconnector, regulated or TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | can give something of an
otherwise, is not through the Riverland—north, south omupdate. AusBulk, which basically controls grain storage in
straight through the guts—but from somewhere just upstrearBouth Australia, anyway, will be the builder and operator of
from Piangil, across the Victorian mallee through Ouyen tahe Outer Harbor grain terminal. It is keen to undertake this
Pinnaroo and Lameroo and into the switchyard at Tailemas soon as possible, but you are probably looking at 2003-04
Bend where it would not only give better and more directby the time this can actually be done. They are saying that the
access to the metropolitan market for electricity through thdirst export shipments are planned to leave the new facility
major switchyard but also provide for a reduction in thein 2004. At the time the legislation went through, it was
greenhouse gas emissions that result from the necessity itmicated that money would be put aside for infrastructure to
rely on burning diesel fuel to generate electricity and/or driveservice the Outer Harbor section. Money will be required to
the pumps that now lift and irrigate the water (someupgrade rail and roads into that area and that has been
53 gigalitres a year) that the mallee is seeking to develop? Saccounted for. There will be some preliminary work this year
the two parts of the question concern the ETSA inter-and, obviously, money out of next year's budget will need to
connector through the Mallee, and how long it will take to getbe spent as well. The grain industry is certainly looking
the STED scheme completed. forward to that. AusBulk is very keen to meet the sort of time

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The document that the member lines that have been put down. After all the years of discus-
is referring to is actually a whole-of-government documentsion about a deep sea port, at the end of the day, it is a sale
and the questions that have been asked are really for thiat has actually delivered what the grain industry has been
Minister for Government Enterprises, who is in charge of thdooking for—and there is no doubt that it will help the grain
STED scheme. industry.

Mr LEWIS: This should come under the portfolio area MsHURLEY: So, you are saying that the government’s
of regional development because there will not be angontribution for that infrastructure is in the budget in the
regional development for the Mallee unless it does. forward estimates up to when the terminal will be built in

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The larger issue of how the 2003?
interconnector comes into South Australia is bigger than just TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | have not gone through all the
regional development. lines to see just where itis included. You will remember that

Mr LEWIS: That is why | am sort of begging the when the bill went through, statements were made. We have
minister, Mr Chairman. | mean, the nice chap that he is andctually committed to it. It is just that | am not too sure how
with the amount of influence that he carries in the cabinet, h# shows up in other ministers’ budgets—whether it is on
can make the point to his cabinet colleagues, if he is seriouseparate lines—but the government is absolutely committed
about regional development for the people in the Mallee, thab it.
that is the way to go. Indeed, if he wants to see better and MsHURLEY: | refer to output class 4, Facilitation
more efficient interconnector services to the whole of thePlanning Services, where there is a decrease—
electricity grid in South Australia, for regional industry and $12.596 million in the budget as compared with
any other industry, that is the way to go. $17.798 million last year. What is the reason for that drop?

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Thatis anissue of power supply =~ TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The difference is a timing issue
and branch lines. The interconnector issue is a bigger issuith NHT. At the time we did our budget, the federal
I know it is connected but it is a bigger issue of how yougovernment had not committed to NHT Stage 2, which they
bring electricity into South Australia to create a greaterhave now done. So, it is basically a timing issue with NHT.
certainty of electricity supply. The route by which it comes MsRANKINE: This is to make the Deputy Premier’'s
in is also important in relation to supplying electricity on theday. As the Deputy Premier is aware, the Playford City
way in, but that is very much in the area of the Treasurer. Council has adopted a policy of requiring building permits
take on board the points the member has made. | am involvefdr the erection of glasshouses. It is charging fees of up to
in those discussions around the cabinet table, and | push f@1.27 per square metre, which averages out from $500 to
a lot of those, but they really are not in my portfolio area. 1$700 for a new structure, as well as planning and assessment
hear what the member says, and | will certainly take that intdees and the building industry training levy. There has been
account when these issues are discussed. a lot of argy-bargy about what constitutes a building. My

MsHURLEY: I regret to say that | have a question aboutunderstanding is that greenhouses have always been con-
an area that is not in your portfolio, or under your control,sidered to be plant for the purposes of horticulture, and not
either. But | know that you do have influence. It is regardingbuildings.
the sale of Ports Corp and the grain terminal. | know thatyou In output class 4, one of the targets for 2001-02 is to
did have some clash with the Minister for Governmentattract South-East horticultural industry development using
Enterprises over this when the bill was going through thehe natural resources and environmental management
parliament and that there was, subsequently, an agreemeaystems. Can the Deputy Premier tell us what the implica-
about dredging of the port to take vessels such as panamégns are for the South-East proposal, and horticulture
vessels, and that part of that agreement was that there wougnerally, as a result of the introduction of these fees?
be a new grain terminal in Outer Harbor. My concern,andno TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | believe that at some stage |
doubt that of the grain industry generally in terms of efficienthave seen some correspondence from that particular person
transport and export of their product, is that the grain terminaht Playford. | think it has been an issue for quite some time
is built and that there is a railway connection through to thatvith that individual. | am not 100 per cent sure, but | believe
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a lot of that is the actual treatment of glasshouses by the MsHURLEY: | have a question regarding FarmBis and
Playford council. It is an issue that has never been raised wittihe National Heritage Trust. There has been criticism from
me anywhere other than in that particular case. several sources about the charges by PIRSA to administer
Ms RANKINE: It has implications for the whole of the both FarmBis and the National Heritage Trust, and that has
horticultural industry and certainly development. Is theparticularly centred around the rural solutions unit. There are
Deputy Premier aware whether this is a policy taken up jusallegations that they are taking a great deal of the funding and
by the Playford council or would it also be taken up by thosecharging in the region of $88 an hour for those services and,

councils in the South-East? therefore, using a lot of the money either for training through
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The reference here is not to do FarmBis or for projects using NHT funding.

with glasshouses but to the land use mapping— Mr WINDLE: The situation in relation to FarmBis and
MsRANK INE: But horticulture needs greenhouses—yes?IRSA rural solutions is that PIRSA rural solutions is

or no? contracted internally to provide some of the coordination
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: No, in the South-East it does Program for FarmBis but is not directly funded—or funded

not. in any way—for the provision of training. Training funding

MsRANKINE: Well, in Virginia there are about 600— is established through groups of farmers identifying training
TheHon. R.G .KERI,N' Yes, in Virginia and Murray needs and applying for funding. The funding from FarmBis

Bridge. | will have to take that on notice. It has only ever 930S t0 the.tr.aining provider and., by far, the majority of
faining provision under the FarmBis program has been from

been raised in that one instance in Playford where it has be . ; . :
an issue. | have visited Virginia many 'zfmes and it has neve(:%'ralnlng _pr(_)Vlders both private and TAFE, but certa|_nly the
ast majority has been outside of PIRSA rural solutions.

been raised with me as an issue. So, it may just be th¥ - ; . - -
treatment by Playford council of glasshouses as bu”dingEar'\r/ln:?,:(s,\il:lscr;'ll;t-rﬁr;l—c?e?gligrfht?ylSs%%;hfu?zgln;gllljttirgﬁgqtoig
versus the way that, say, Munno Para handles approvals. undertaken by the corporate area of PIRSA. Nationally, all

. MSRANKINE: Butit does have implications and could states have agreed with the commonwealth on set benchmarks
impact significantly on that industry. If we are talking abou'[for each part of the administration of FarmBis, and that

$500 to $700 per glr_;lss_h_ouse, plus other fees, it has tnﬁcludes the assessment of applications from individual
potential to be quite significant. In correspondence to me, I rmers and so on. and those benchmarks comprise around
one letter you said: ) about 10 per cent of the total program funding for FarmBis.
. am concerned that greenhause growers are not Unfalrly treatephs year, to date, on our figures we are running the adminis-
in any change of policy by local government. Accordingly, | have,. .. :
: ; tration component at about 9.6 per cent, so we are slightly
asked officers of the Department to look into the matte . s . ’ . -
. P . under national best practice in relation to administration.

In the most recent piece of correspondence, you said: MsHURLEY: | think we have mixed messages. You are

While itis to be expected that this change will not be universallysaying, then, that PIRSA rural solutions does not have
popular, the cost represents a small percent of the overall cost ?{nything to do with FarmBis and does not receive any
greenhouse construction and will arguably be to the long term benefunding for project management?

of the industry.
. Mr KNIGHT: No, | am not saying that. They do not
I would be interested to know what the department has dong, qje the administration.

to ensure that greenhouse growers are not being unfairly s HURLEY: Then the question is: what part of the
treated and how you see this being to the long-term benefijing do they get? Are they getting too much for the bit
of the industry. that they do?

_ TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | will have to check the informa- 1 \WINDLE: PIRSA rural solutions is only funded for
tion. What | am really battling with is whether it is only 5 component of the FarmBis program, which is the coordina-
Playford council that has adopted this policy. _ tion component. The levels of activity in that area equate well

Ms RANKINE: How could Playford council determine ith the comparisons with benchmarks and with the perform-
something as a building and not plant when itis clearly plant3nce against all states in terms of the total uptake of farming

Itis not where they conduct their business or what they buypportunity and the percentage of funding which is directly

and sell but what they use to produce. _ reaching training activities initiated by farmer groups. So, in
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Obviously, that is what the answer to the question whether they are getting too much, the
Playford council has judged it as being. answer is no.

MsHURLEY: | refer to output class 4.3, Training and ~ MsHURLEY: We know that the administration compo-
Education Services. The budget for this year isnent is about 9 per cent. What percentage is allocated to
$5.075 million. Last year the expenditure was $4.913 millionPIRSA rural solutions?
but the budget was $10.163 million. Can the minister explain  Mr WINDLE: In the budget for the current FarmBis
the apparent under-expenditure in that department gfrogram to 30 June 2001, training delivery is
$5 million? $10.095 million; training support, $2.5 million; training

Mr KNIGHT: | would be almost certain that that is due coordination, $0.275 million; information and promotion,
to a reclassification of the FarmBis program. Again, | will $0.2 million; and administration, $1.45 million.
confirm that on notice if the answer is any different, but this  MsHURLEY: So, on my calculations, the administration
year you will notice in output 4.4 a very large increase fromfigure is $1.45 million, and the rest, which is the responsibili-
$32 million last year to $48 million this year, and thatty of PIRSA—that is, other than the delivery—is about
includes all of the FarmBis program, among other things$3 million?

There are other things there that | would be happy to detail, Mr WINDLE: Yes, that is regional coordinators and state
but last year we showed that under Training and Educatiorgoordinator and the information and promotion components.
whereas this year at this stage we have put all of FarmBiall of the program is steered through the state FarmBis
under 4.4. committee, which is an industry-dominated committee, and
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that committee provides direction to the state coordinator imultiple use and how we look after everything. The fishing

terms of the delivery of the program. industry is a key stakeholder in this, and the fisheries
department is a big player in the management of marine

Member ship: resources. The interaction between what happens on land and

Mr Hill substituted for Ms Rankine. what happens in the sea must be taken into account, and that

probably involves a number of portfolios.

In relation to who is the lead minister, at present purely a
artnership attitude has been adopted to try to work through
ffl the issues to make sure that the stakeholders are engaged.
UYL " kis interesting to see how closely the Conservation Council
2001-02 which s ‘implement recognition and acceptance 0L the fishing industry are working together in the consulta-
ecologically sustainable development principles by fish;,ng that have taken place. The fish in the sea are very much

farmers and the adoptior_1 of models for sustainability. I am,, responsibility. It is totally appropriate that the minister for
not sure whether a question about that matter has been as ironment and | work through this together because it

before. Will the minister outline what the department means oo 4s to be a partnership.

by ESD principles and whether or not the department brings Mr HILL: | refer to output 2.3, ‘Compliance services'

in officers of the department of the environment in consider-Itn some ways this question is similar to the first question |
: =N . -
ation of these principles as they apply to fish farms? Wha ked. What percentage of the targets for 2001-02 and the

budget is there for the education of fishers, and what budg@?

is also available for paying for officers to ensure that there igsnmat(’e)d results levels for 2000-01 relate to environmental
compliance with those principles? matters? For example, how many of the cautions/expiation

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | ask Mr Mutton to answer that notice_s prd h.ave_z related to breaches of environmental or
sustainability principles and the number of prosecutions that
related to those principles, and the number of person days
@Iated to compliance awareness, audits, and so on? Is it

coming financial year, is to identify specifically funds to possible for you to obtain those figures? | do not imagine that

ensure that the planning aspects of aquaculture and tﬁge minister would have them at.hand. )
sustainability issue through monitoring are managed effec- TheHon. R.G. KERIN: We will take that on notice and
tively for aquaculture as part of the ongoing sustainabléive the honourable member a reply which provides that
development of the industry. Bearing in mind that it was anformation.
growing industry, it was seen as being significant and Mr HILL: I refer to output class 3, which is the coordina-
important to ensure that those things are in place. The targefion and advice section, and the highlight for 2001 and the
for 2001-02 that the honourable member identified in hidarget for 2001-02, relating to the draft integrated natural
guestion are very much along those lines. resource management bill. The highlight says that the
With regard to the issue about training and developmengonsultation has been completed, and the target says that the
for the aquaculture industry, again the issue of FarmBis is onkill will be enacted. | make the point, too, that this is another
of those mechanisms to ensure the development of effectivexample of what on first blush would appear to be an
training in that industry in management of aquaculture. Thenvironmental bill. It is strange that we see the department
industry itself is generating support and industry-drivenof PIRSA running with this issue, particularly when | know
requirements for training in the area of sustainability and, athat officers of other departments are less than sympathetic
| said, the linkage with SARDI from the point of view of in relation to this bill and perhaps have doubts about the
monitoring programs was undertaken to ensure the sustaistrategy and the purposes behind this strategy. To put it
ability of the industry. bluntly, there are people in the water resources and the
Mr HILL: I did not find that answer at all satisfactory. It environment departments who think PIRSA is trying to take
was a bit vague on detail, and it did not address several of trever, and they are feeling threatened by it. | know the
points | raised. Could the minister come back with a morgninister put this bill out for consultation. Has the minister
detailed answer after the estimates process is finished? had anybody respond yet who has agreed with the model he
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: We can. It probably requires a is suggesting, and will he be taking that model away and
detailed answer, because there are definitions and whatev&working it so that it makes more sense?
that should be spelt out. TheHon. R.G. KERIN: It is an integrated natural
Mr HILL: I refer now to another target, which is the last resources bill, and | totally disagree that that should fit with
target in the output class 2, ‘Improve the management ofnvironment any more than primary industries. If you look
existing and proposed marine protected areas in collaboratiat where soils and pest and weed control are, you see that
with the Department for Environment and Heritage’. | knowthey are extremely important as far as natural resources go.
the minister and the minister for environment have mad&he greatest resource we have to control these other resources
announcements about joint programs, and $400 000 a year people, and most of those are farmers. In fact, they get
from each departmentis to go in. Who is the lead minister imervous when primary industries is not involved in this type
relation to this area? Why has PIRSA got such a prominerdf thing. They are the stakeholders who either own or hold
role in this area, given that the MPAs are the equivalent othe lease over a lot of the country that we are talking about,
national parks? We would think it fairly ridiculous if PIRSA and it is important that we embrace them. | am not too sure
was half funding national parks or having a major say in theabout the inference of people not being happy with the bill.
development of national parks in our state. A lot of it has been championed by some of the people in
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Itis important that we quickly PIRSA, because they are the people on the ground. | ask
make a distinction between national parks and marin®oger Wickes to make some comment about the results of
protected areas. The issue with marine protected areas dsnsultation.

Mr HILL: | apologise to the minister for going over
territory that may have been covered before | arrived, but
want to ask about sustainability issues across a range of trg
minister’s areas. | refer to output class 2, and the target f

question.
Mr MUTTON: One of the initiatives that has been
incorporated into the budget, and therefore the outputs for th
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Mr WICKES: Consultation has gone on across the state. Mr WICKES: There are two issues with goat keeping in
We have received a number of submissions and between tipastoral country. The first issue involves the Animal and
three agencies and their chief executives we have bedpiant Control Commission and whether goats are able to be
working through a process to make modifications to that bilkept in and managed without escaping. A process has been
to cover everyone’s interests. That is currently happeningut in place and it is being trialled in the pastoral area. That
with Parliamentary Counsel at the moment. The whole areevolves a risk management assessment, which means that
of integrated natural resource management is a partnerstgpme pastoral areas will not meet that assessment. The
between the three agencies and we have been workirgecond issue is about the grazing of goats on a pastoral lease
together for a number of years. For example, the Naturadnd its impact on the countryside, and the pastoral board is
Heritage Trust has established that partnership and the samealing with that. It has been interstate to look at what has
thing has happened with the community. A lot of the pointshappened in New South Wales; it has looked at the literature
in the bill are building on the administrative structures thatfrom Western Australia; and it is looking at trying to test the
we have been putting in place through the Natural Heritageffect of goats on pastoral country before it makes any further
Trust, which are environment and conservation, and also thgolicy decision. That is still to be worked through and it has
production side which we have been putting in place for the meeting tomorrow.
last four or five years. It actually builds in very much withthe  Mr HILL: It sounds horrific to me that you are even
direction the commonwealth is taking in terms of the salinitycontemplating this. The number of animals that have been
and water quality strategy, which has been put in place imeleased into the wild in Australia in our short history is just
looking at regional relationships. This bill does that and alsgpphenomenal and | am sure every time the farming of these
covers what we expect will probably happen with NHT animals was contemplated, they conducted a risk assessment,
mark 2. although perhaps not as thorough a risk assessment as you are

Mr HILL: | take the point that the minister makes, thatgoing through this time, but | do not imagine that people
is, that soil is part of his portfolio. | refer to the Soil intended deer and all the rest of the animals—camels, horses
Conservation Council's annual report of 1999-2000. Orand whatever—which we currently have, to be running
page 10 under the heading ‘Report in the third term for theiround the outback. | am sure you recognise it, but there
Soil Conservation Council 1996-99’ it states: would be great concern in the community about this proposi-

The report highlighted the key actions that Soil Conservatiorf!On- ]

Council perceived were vital to maximising the progress towards TheHon. R.G. KERIN: In relation to that, the member
sustainable land management and advised the Minister that Coun¢ihs to recognise that the goats are already there. If they were
had not achieved several of its goals due to lack of progress ifot i the area, introducing goats into the rangelands would
respect to integrated natural resource management issues. b 0 .
o R ’ i e a great risk, but, over the last few years, the feral goats in
Can the minister Say When thIS b|” W|" be |ntr0duced into thethe area have been avery good source Of income for many Of
House? the pastoralists. It is not as if it is an introduction of a new

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: HOper”y, itis still on line for Species_ In fact’ in some ways, it would be putting more
introduction at the end of this session. I am not aware of angontrol over the goats in the area.
reason Why it would not be introduced at the end of this Mr HILL: | refer nowto yoursecond pointin the targets

session. which is ‘further construct water supply pipelines to replace
Mr Hill interjecting: open channels and water wasting out of overflow basins at
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: My understanding is that it is Loxton’. | assume that this is being done, in part, to save

still on line to be introduced later this session. water. Will the minister say what will happen to the water

Mr HILL: | refer to output class 4 and one of the that is being saved? Will that go into the river for environ-
highlights for the year was ‘initiated southern rangelandsnental flow or will it be used for further irrigation?
program to help pastoralists examine their businesses and TheHon. R.G. KERIN: What has happened at Loxton
options for a more ecologically and economically sustainablés that when the decision was made to rehabilitate the old
situation’. Will the minister explain a little bit about that? In system with the channels (which was initially a federal
particular, | am concerned about the proposals being put techeme) and they started digging the ditches for the new
the pastoral board that goats should be allowed on pastorpipes, it was amazing to see how much water had been
lands as a potential new economic venture. Does the ministé&faking out of those channels. The mounding around the
believe that goat herding in pastoral lands would be ecologiehannels was quite unbelievable and the amount of salt that
cally sustainable, given the great problems we have had in thgould have been carried back to the river as a result of the
outback of South Australia with goats? leakage from the channels was very high. The water savings

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The issue of goats has been are enormous. They are talking about 4.8 gigalitres per
before the pastoral board for quite some time now. Nannum by the time this is finished. The benefit to the
definite decision has been made, but | know that there is @emmunity will be enormous. Not only will the way in which
mixed feeling amongst the pastoral community as to whatvater is brought to the properties be a lot more friendly
should happen with goats, and any decisions about allowingnvironmentally because of the salt load back to the river but
goats in any areas will be based on the principles of its beinglso the adoption of a lot more efficient irrigation on site will
a sustainable practice. If at some time in the future thevery much help the health of the river because the old
pastoral board were to make a decision to allow goats, ppractices used to cause the water to go through and take salt
certainly would not apply across all the pastoral areas. Someack. It is a terrific scheme. As far as what happens with the
areas would be more suitable than others and certainly theweater savings, | will ask Roger Wickes to comment on the
is some land on which goats should not be allowed. At thesplit, but some goes to development and | believe that some
end of the day, it is a decision for the pastoral board. | willgoes back to the river.
ask Mr Roger Wickes, who is closer to the pastoral board, to Mr WICKES: It has been agreed that some of the split
comment. will go into development to help with the scheme, but a
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decision has not been made about the other component and Mr HILL: They are not obliged to, although if they are
what part of that will go into development and what part will getting public money they should put out a report publicly.
go into the river. There is still an amount of water that will  TheHon. R.G. KERIN: We will check on the status of
be saved—and it will take us a number of years before wéhat.
save it—but the decision is still out on that component ofthe  Mr HILL: | refer now to the proposal to lift reserve status
water. on two areas of coastal reserve at Port Prime and Port Parham
Mr HILL: | refer to output class 4.4 and | note that theso that mining of shell grit can occur. | have been told that
minister manages Coastcare. Will the minister give som&IRSA is supportive of an application by Clay and Mineral
details about the amount of money involved in the Coastcargales for the lifting of reserve status on two areas within that
program and how it has been expended, and also about whegastal reserve. | refer to a report prepared by the District
relationship there may well be with the environment departPlanner of the Mallala Council, who stated in point five of his
ment over the expenditure of that money? report:

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The member has shown an It may be worthwhile to request that Primary Industries check the

; ; . ; ; vironmental management credentials of C&MS [Clay and Mineral
amazing capacity to read; he has picked up something that§allles] in relation to post closure management and rehabilitation of

not there. We are not the lead agency for Coastcare. mine sites. C&MS raised the ire of this council in the past following
Mr WICKES: We are not the lead agency for Coastcareclearance of significant stands of native vegetation in the sand hills

but this is talking about management services, and betwe%ﬁ Redbanks. | have also had reports that Clay and Mineral Sales
! ave caused significant damage to dunes in the Port Gawler area

the Department for Environment and Heritage and OUFyjiowing mining activities. | am unaware of any attempts to reinstate
department we manage a thing called the NHT secretariat. #ie original vegetative cover at any of C&MS’s disused mine sites.

happens to be run out of our department and the managemege renort is pretty damning of the proposal. It says that there
of the funding for Coastcare runs through that secretariat. Wgre significant stands of native vegetation that are perhaps in
do not make the decisions about Coastcare: they are ma @nger but certainly of conservation significance at the
separately, but we do manage the transactions becaus€dhional level. Does PIRSA support this proposal and will the
makes it more efficient to do it that way. Deputy Premier take up the suggestion of the council and
Mr HILL: | want to ask a general question, if | may, investigate the bona fides of the company?
about revegetation schemes. A lot of programs are funded TheHon. R.G. KERIN: This issue falls within Minister
through the department, such as Trees for Life and so omatthew's area of responsibility. | wonder whether the
Although the Deputy Premier may want to take this on noticehonourable member might ask him that question.
can he tell me what schemes he currently funds; what they Mmr HILL: | asked the Deputy Premier in the sense to do
do; what are the various components to the contributionsyjth native vegetation and coast protection but, since he is
how much from the state and how much from the feds, ang\ot |ooking after that as explicitly as | thought he might be,
so on; and what the achievements of those schemes haygiill refer it to someone else. | understand that the Premier
been? and the Prime Minister have recently signed off on the
In other words, | would like to know how successful hasestablishment of a centre for natural resource excellence in
our revegetation scheme been over the past 12 months, wigduth Australia and are looking at various projects, one of
are we intending in the next 12 months and how many treewhich | understand is focused on the Mallee. Can the Deputy
have been planted? Just as background, | refer to theremier give some details of that centre and its budgetary
Australian of Friday 8 June, to an article by Amanda Hodge,implications?
entitled ‘Wasteland of empty promises’. It refers to Barry Mr WICKES: The Natural Resource Centre of Excel-
Traill from the Wilderness Society, who stated: lence is a concept that we are working on as part of the new
... every Australian state, including those with negligible @gréement. It is a group that would be put together by the
clearing rates such as South Australia and Victoria, have failed toniversity and CSIRO in South Australia to concentrate on
reverse the net decline of vegetation cover, despite signing aa number of those salinity issues and landscape issues that we
agreement to do so in exchange for a share of the $1.5 billion imeed to solve if we are to go into a major salinity program.

Natural Heritage Trust funding. ‘We have had a lot of rhetoric and, .
an extraordinary amount of money [through the trust that] could havgurremly' as the honourable member said before, we have

been targeted strategically but has been frittered away on smdevegetation going on in a fairly small way. We have to look
projects’. at how we can escalate that if we are to solve some of the

| am asking the Deputy Premier to comment on that and givéalinity issues, particularly the leakages that go back to the

me the detail to prove the lie to that claim, if that is the casef'v'?l'f'he ideais to form a group with the best science available
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Overall some terrific work has to

. . concentrate on the regional activities that are required to
been done over time, but the best way of answering thla0

S . X that, rather than having a larger national program. It is
questioniis to take it on notice and get back to the honourablg, o in and we have been having discussions with Victoria
member with the full detail. X

) about being part of that program. They are showing support,
~ Mr HILL: Some time ago, when the Pastoral Board wagind we have put in some funding for this year to kick it off.
inthe Environment Department, | asked the then Minister forrhat is basically about bringing together the leadership for
Environment and Heritage whether the Pastoral Board put oghat Natural Resource Centre of Excellence and allowing
an annual report and was told that they did not but shgome of the projects to start. The actual funding involved, |
thought it a good idea that they did and that it would happegnink, is in the first instance about $2 million.

in future. I have yet to see an annual report of the Pastoral njr HILL: When will this be finalised and announced, so

Board. | still think that it is a good idea: can the Deputy that we know what the program is?

Premier tell me how it is advancing? Mr WICKES: We have to put it through the National
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | will follow through whatwas  Action Plan on Salinity to be finalised and we have to get all

said and what the statutory responsibility is. these other people involved, which is what we are doing right
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now. It is in the conceptual stage. We do have a prospectus questions over to them, unless anything occurs that
for it and we are working with the other agencies as well, imecessitates a change to that agreement.
terms of the Department for Water Resources and the The past 12 months have been particularly eventful in the
Department for Environment and Heritage. So, we have gninerals and petroleum areas, which have continued to
concept and are just bringing in the players. We have a faisrovide significant benefit to our state. This has been the first
commitment from the university to be part of it. full financial year of administration under the Office for
MsHURLEY: There is a notice today that Pasminco Minerals and Energy Resources which, as | reported to the
shares have been suspended from trading pending a respogggnmittee last year, was formed in direct response to the
to an ASX price query, and a note that the company iResources Task Force report released in October 1999. For
suffering because of low zinc prices. Has the Deputy Premiahe calendar year 2000, royalty payments for minerals and
had discussions with Pasminco, particularly given his interegietroleum production in South Australia reached a record
in his own electorate with that company? $94.4 million, an increase of more than 57 per cent from the
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Yes, | have. | had discussions receipts of $59.8 million in 1999. Significant contributors to
with Pasminco on a range of issues over the telephone lagiis growth are the mineral resources at Olympic Dam and
week and am meeting with Pasminco early tomorrowpetroleum in the Cooper Basin.
morning. A number of new and potential new mine developments
MsHURLEY: There is just an omnibus question that | exist, including:
have to read in. In relation to all departments and agencies fer The Beverley Uranium Mine, which was officially opened
which the Deputy Premier has cabinet responsibility, on 21 February this year. The first shipment of 35 tonnes
including relevant junior ministers, list all consultancies let  of uranium concentrate took place in March 2001. The
during 2000-01 indicating to whom the consultancy was mine is expected to generate direct employment for 100
awarded, whether tenders or expressions of interest were staff, export income of some $30 million a year, provide
called for each consultancy and, if not, why not, and the terms  about 275 jobs in service industries, primarily in South
of reference and cost of each consultancy. What are the Australia, and generate payroll tax and royalties to
amounts provisioned for consultancies in the portfolio for  government of about $1 million per annum.
2001-02, 2002-03, 2003-04 and 2004-057? - The SAMAG magnesium metal project based on a
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | will take that on notice. Before magnesite resource at Myrtle Springs near Leigh Creek
thanking everyone, | will make a clarification of thiansard which aims to commence production in early 2004 at a
record last night, where the Minister for Tourism said: rate of 52 500 tonnes per annum of magnesium metal and
The Office of Venue Management is not assigned to me until 1 magnesium alloys. Construction of a processing plant near
July. Port Pirie is planned to commence early in 2002 and will

On her behalf, | would like to clarify that the minister was ~ create over 350 jobs directly and many more indirectly.

referring to the administration support of the Office of Venue®
Management transferring to her on 1 July. It is only a minor
difference, but it is worth making that clarification, because
at present the administrative support for the office is provided

through the combined corporate services in the Department
of Treasury and Finance, which also supports the Department

of the Premier and Cabinet. So, that clarifies what actually
transfers to her on 1 July.

Having done that, | thank you, sir, for your forbearance’
today, and all members of the committee for their questioning

and cooperation. All the staff who have been here today and

who have gone through the hard work of preparing briefings,
| thank very much for all their efforts.

Witness:
The Hon. W.A. Matthew, Minister for Minerals and
Energy, Minister Assisting the Minister for Primary Indus-
tries and Resources.

Additional Departmental Advisers:
Dr C. Fong, Executive Director, Energy SA.
Dr D. Blight, Executive Director, Office of Minerals and
Energy Resources, PIRSA.

The South Australian Steel and Energy (SASE) project,
which has established a demonstration plant at Whyalla.
During April-May 2001 a trial pit to recover a coal sample
was excavated at Ingomar, some 70 kilometres south of
Coober Pedy. Further metallurgical tests are planned to
test the suitability of the coal. Capital investment to set up
a project will be over $800 million and will create up to
500 jobs.

Southern Cross Resources Australia, which proposes to
develop the Honeymoon Uranium deposits located
75 kilometres north-west of Broken Hill using in situ
leach methods. This will result in significant annual
economic benefits at regional and state levels of
$20 million and a further $10 million nationally. Direct
and indirect employment generated by the project is
estimated at 200 jobs.

Dominion Gold Operations Pty Ltd, which has applied for
a mining lease for the development of the Challenger
Project south-west of Coober Pedy. A feasibility study
will be completed by mid 2001. The company plans to
produce some 117 000 ounces of gold during the first two
years of open cut mining.

Southern Titanium NL, which has recently completed a
trial pit for heavy mineral sands with highly encouraging
results for ease of mining and grade at Mercunda about
25 kilometres north of Karoonda.

Mineral exploration activity in South Australia has been

The CHAIRMAN: | invite the minister to proceed with dominated by the search for copper-gold and gold deposits
an opening statement, and | will then ask the oppositiofin the Gawler Craton and Curnamona Province, with some

whether it has an opening statement as well.

$11 million spent on this exploration activity in 2000. Lower

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: It is my desire to make a but still significant exploration expenditure of $8 million was
brief statement and then, in accord with an agreement wendertaken for zinc, iron ore, uranium, nickel, diamonds and
have reached with the opposition, we will hand the duratiorcoal. Significant rationalisation of the mineral exploration
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industry has occurred over the past two years, with diversifi-
cation away from copper-gold and renewed interest in zinc,
heavy mineral sands, magnesite, nickel, platinum, iron ore
and coal.

The State Government South Australian Resources
Industry Geoserver (known as SARIG) Project went ‘live’ in
May this year, providing online access to information and” Continuation of market monitoring of Port Stanvac
services relevant to exploration and development. Potential Refinery supply security levels for petroleum product, as
explorers can now access high quality geoscientific data over Well as shipped in supplies through Port Stanvac and BP
the internet, which they can use to identify potential prospec- and Shell terminals in Port Adelaide.
tive areas for exploration. They can also review current Amendments to the Gas Act in 2000 via the Gas
mineral tenements, and apply and pay for exploration licence (Miscellaneous) Amendments Bill 2000 to provide an
applications electronically. improved legislative framework for the more effective

The fourth year of the highly successful Targeted Explor- Management of gas supply incidents. In particular, the
ation Initiative South Australia (known as TEISA) will  ability to vary gas quality in a shortfall or imminent
commence in July 2001. As part of the resources task force shortfall situation would enable an increase in the quantity
response, a significant boost was given to TEISA acquiring ©f 9as available. o _
and delivering new, high quality geoscientific information My staff have administered a variety of programs
and services designed to facilitate future exploration in targetncouraging the establishment and use of sustainable and
areas of the State. A total of $1.7 million of TEISA funds hasfénewable energy, including: o
been allocated to digitally capture and archive petroleum data 1€ awarding of $331 000 in grants to organisations to
over a four-year program, which will conclude in June 2002. commercialise sustainable energy technologies in SA.
Approximately half has been allocated to seismic data. South Successfully hosting a conference, Future Directions for
Australia is now recognised by the industry as a national Sustainable Energy Research in South Australia, attended
leader in petroleum data management. by 120 people from the energy research community.

The Extractive Areas Rehabilitation Fund has committed Indeed, | recognise that the ShadOYV minister for environ-
$1 902 900 to 30 April 2001 for remedial work on existing, ment also attended that conference; and | am particularly

. . d that he did. It also includes:
abandoned and operating extractive tenements. The Dawesfé ased the
Creek-Brukunga remediation program for reducing the ~Facilifating through the RAES scheme (Remote Areas

pollution levels in the creek has an ongoing operating budget Energy Subsidy Scheme) renewable solar energy sources

of $650 000. The Brukunga Minesite Remediation Board has to be |n§talledhat Para(;r;llna'.l ;I'hlls technlology becomes
considered a range of options for improving the water qualit;i keconomlc ahs t %cos_t 0 053|h_ue S re]:sca atesh. b
of the creek and the rehabilitation of the site over a seven- K'OW, SiI, that that is something that you have been
year period. As a consequence, the South Australian goverﬁ‘-dvocatIng for some time wouild occur. It also includes:

ment has committed $26.1 million to action these recommen- Prog'ressmg_green. power options for South Australia
dations. consistent with national schemes. Green power can now

The government has allocated seed funding of $150 000 be purchased through AGL.

" ; Facilitating pr Is for wind farms which now | over
over two years to facilitate the establishment of the Stone z%cogar\;[] eg gw%ﬁ?ss%?w%i ch udp f:) 1SOOO r(r:1 eggw;ct)ttsa iso vgry
Industry Association, which will concentrate on the promo- .

. . . - . likely to proceed. These proposals cover much of the state,
tion of_ South Australian dimension stone, particularly to but particularly are focused on coastal regions of the
potential overseas markets.

o . . South East and Eyre Peninsula. The most advanced
Applications for three geothermal energy licences inthe  proposals to date are at Elliston on the Eyre Peninsula and

Nappamerri Trough closed on 1 February this year. Success- gt | gke Bonney near Millicent.

ful bidders are Scopenergy Ltd, SAGE Pty Ltd and Geody- progressing South Australia’s commitments to national

namics Ltd. Up to $135 million of_ new exploration expendi- greenhouse strategy and the government's sustainable

ture will be spent over the next five years. energy policy.

~Inrecognising the need for easier community access to Awarding over $1.4 million in grants to some 100 South

information on sustainable energy use we have created Australian households to install photovoltaic solar cells as

Energy SA which, as well as replacing the former Office of  part of the Australian Greenhouse Office—SA govern-

Energy Policy, now provides a one-stop shop for information - ment subsidy scheme to encourage renewable energy

and encouragement grants for sustainable and renewable uptake in South Australia.

energy, energy safety and conventional energy market policy Administering the new solar hot water service rebate,

and programs. This is in part facilitated through the establish- which | was pleased to announce on 28 May 2001, to

ment of the Energy SA Sustainable Energy Advisory Centre provide rebates of $500 or $700 depending upon the

at 101 Grenfell Street to replace the Energy Information nature of the system installed.

Centre. A new Energy SA web site has been established to Development of a government energy management action

provide comprehensive information on sustainable and plan to assist agencies realise their energy savings targets.

renewable energy policies, programs and practices. The building greenhouse rating system, which | was also
It is also an exciting time for energy supplies as five pleased to launch in February 2001.

groups compete as potential new gas suppliers to bring gas Presentation of information on energy efficiency and

Implementation of improved processes for gas supply
from the Moomba Processing Plant and delivery through
Epic Energy’s Moomba to Adelaide pipeline arising from
the recommendations made by the working party com-
prised of government, SA Cooper Basin producers, Terra
Gas Trader, Origin Energy and Epic Energy.

from the Otway Basin in Victoria or from the Timor Sea via
Darwin into South Australia. My staff have been involved in

facilitating this activity as well as their ongoing role of -

monitoring existing supplies, including:

energy safety to eight home buyers seminars with average
audiences of 300 people.

Administering the commitment of over $800 000 in grants
since March 2001 to install renewable power generation
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in regional and remote South Australia as part of an There is a very rapid take-up of this opportunity by the
Australian Greenhouse Office program subsidy to providerivate sector and it was our concern that a sustainable energy
support for up to 50 per cent of the capital cost requirecauthority might actually slow down that process. The resolve
to replace or augment a new or existing diesel generatdhat was there when this was included in legislation remains
for off-grid electricity generation. unchanged. We just determined that, with the benefit of the
This is just a snapshot of the work undertaken within mywisdom of the changed scenario, this would be a better way
portfolio, and | take this opportunity to place on record theof delivering the service to the community.
government’s appreciation for the continuing dedicated work MsHURLEY: Apart from the web site, what additional
undertaken by all employees of the Office of Energy Policyfunctions will Energy SA perform that were not undertaken
and Energy SA, in particular, and PIRSA as the departmentdldy the Energy Information Centre?
body, in particular the executive staff and support staff. [ look TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: | did outline a number of
forward to expanding on information I have provided to thethose during my address to the committee. Principally, many
committee when | answer questions about the operations @finctions that were undertaken by the former Office of
and expenditure by this section of government for which IEnergy Policy were in fact sustainable and renewable energy

have responsibility. associated functions. That office also undertook the regula-
The CHAIRMAN: Does the Leader of the Opposition tory roles and the role of technical regulator. Those functions

intend making an opening statement? continue, but the office has a stronger focus on sustainable
MsHURLEY: No. and renewable energy and that has been evidenced through
The CHAIRMAN: Are there any questions? The Deputy the first announcement of the rebate for solar hot water

Leader of the Opposition. services. Throughout the year there will be announcements

MsHURLEY: Thank you, sir. | refer to Budget Paper 3, of further initiatives as they are prepared for public involve-
page 4.1, regarding the Office of Sustainable Energy. This i§1€nt. N N
listed as a major expenditure initiative at a cost of MSHURLEY: Is any of the $1.3 million additional
$1.3 million in 2001-02 with ongoing costs of $1 million per budget for Energy SA provided from the commonwealth
annum thereatfter. In a press release issued by the minister thgough schemes such as the Remote Renewable Power
day before the budget, he announced that Energy SA (whickeneration grant and Cities for Climate Change?
replaces the Energy Information Centre) will be funded by TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: The $1.3 million is totally
an additional $1.29 million. Part of Energy SA includes astate funded; however, we will clearly be looking for the
Sustainable Energy SA Advisory Centre. We can assume thapportunity to expand that money by a greater amount by
this Energy SA is the Office of Sustainable Energy mentionedeveraging any opportunity that is available through common-
in the budget statement. | take it that that is the case. wealth programs. We have certainly availed ourselves of
Given that the Sustainable Energy Bill, which would havethose programs considerably over the last 12 months and we
established a South Australian Sustainable Energy Authorityould like to get a bigger slice of that cake; and that is one
funded by the privatised electricity entities, was allowed byof the focuses of the office to ensure we are able to achieve
the government to lapse during 1999, does this mean that tfieat.
Olsen government has finally abandoned plans to establish MsHURLEY: | refer now to 2.2, Licensing Services,
a sustainable energy authority? regarding Port Parham. The opposition has been informed of
TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: Clearly, the government an application to have a coastal reserve near Port Parham
has given very close and deliberate consideration to whethéfted. This application is the precursor to the pegging of
or not we believed it was in the best interests of the state tglineral claims and the subsequent application for mining
establish a sustainable energy authority. As the deputy leadi@ases for the production of shell grit. According to the
would be aware, there are a variety of models in operation iMining Act 1971, the minister must, when determining the
different states around the nation and beyond our shores. V@ganting of a lease, give proper consideration to, amongst
have taken the opportunity to examine the models used ither things, the natural beauty of the locality, the potential
other states, as well as look beyond our shores. The concei@r flora or fauna to be endangered or disturbed, and any
that we had in establishing a regimented sustainable energ@gher such factors as may be considered appropriate.
authority was that it would be an authority that may not be  Objections by Port Parham residents to this application
subject to government policy direction as the government oifhclude: the coastal reserve area is a natural corridor for birds
the day, regardless of which government it happened to band animals; the biodiversity of the area would be threatened,
would want. We saw that as having the potential to actuallyhat is, flora and fauna displaced or eradicated; the area
thwart rather than encourage the implementation of sustaircontains native pines that are the last left in the area; the scrub
able energy programs. area is used as a seed bank for the revegetation of adjacent
As a consequence, we determined that we would be abRyeas; many rare and endangered species of samphire and
to facilitate a greater take-up of sustainable energy opportun¢oastal vegetation would be under threat; mining is already
ties through the establishment of a focused office, botfpccurring in an area between Port Gawler and Port Wake-
utilising existing resources within government then addingfield; mining would increase local heavy freight in the area;
to those and that office focusing on developing expandeﬂ‘lined land could not be rehabilitated; and tourism would be
models for sustainable and renewable energy opportunitidgreatened, that is, the aesthetic value of the approach to the
in the state. There has been significant change in the oppdewn would be destroyed.
tunities since that bill was before the parliament, and indeed Is the minister aware of the residents’ concerns and also
if anyone had put to me, or certainly anyone in governmenthe council’s concerns, and can he give a guarantee to the
that we might be considering anywhere up to 27-plus projectpeople of Port Parham that a full and thorough investigation
for wind powered generation, we would have thought that nobf the potential environmental damage to the area will be
possible—but indeed that is the case today. carried out before any decision is made on this application;
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and that there be full and genuine consultation with theold parliament that a detailed low-level aerial geophysical
people in the area? survey had been completed and that calcrete sampling was
TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: | am aware of the concerns likely to be undertaken, followed by exploration drilling in
of some of the residents. | have received in my office, ovethe area. Can the minister say what stage of exploration acti-
the past couple of weeks, a number of items of correspondsty has been reached within the exploration licence area of
ence following a public meeting that was held by concernedyumbarra Conservation Park? Has the calcrete sampling been
residents. | have also, as no doubt the honourable membeompleted and has any exploratory drilling yet taken place?
has, read media reports in relation to this matter. What | can TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: Three phases of low
share with the committee at this stage is the extent of mympact exploration activity of calcrete surveys have occurred
knowledge at present on the issue; and that is that th&nce the granting of the exploration licence in January 2000.
application to lift the coastal reserve has been prompted bpuring each phase of activity both the Department for
a proposal by Amcor Australasia to construct a new glasgnvironment and Heritage and the Department for Primary
factory at Gawler. Itis my understanding that Amcor has notndustries and Resources have ensured that exploration
yet announced who will be favoured with the contract toactivity is carried out in accordance with the strict exploration
supply shell grit for its factory. | would expect that when it licence conditions and the additional proclamation conditions.
makes that decision that is likely to prompt an application Joint inspections have occurred during each stage of
from whoever is the successful supplier in relation toactivity with representatives from the licensee, the Depart-
materials they may wish to obtain for it. ment for Environment and Heritage and the Department for
Should it be C&MS, it may wish to proceed with an Primary Industries and Resources. The baseline biological
application to lift the coastal reserve. It is my understandingissessment survey and environment condition report (as
as at this time that it has not actually submitted an applicarequired by the proclamation conditions) were made available
tion. If it has, my officers are not aware of it at this time. Theto the community in January 2001. The environmental
office must invite comments from all relevant stakeholdersmonitoring assessment report (as required by the exploration
So, | can give the member that undertaking: the office idicence and proclamation conditions) was recently made
obliged to seek those comments and will do so. Clearly, alvailable to the public on 5 May 2001.
those comments will be appropriately taken into account Anindependent ministerial advisory committee has been
before a recommendation is made. As the member has, gstablished to review relevant documents and to advise both
part, pointed out, in my capacity as Minister for Minerals andme and the Minister for Environment and Heritage on issues
Energy, | may refuse the application based on commentgf concern in relation to the mineral exploration, as well as
received, or | may make a recommendation to the governmet® review compliance and performance audits against
through cabinet for the reserve to be lifted. Clearly, | am notonditions of the Governor’s proclamation and the terms and
in a position at this time to make any determination eithecconditions of the exploration licence. This committee has an
way until such time as, firstly, an application to lift the independent chair and includes representation from the
coastal reserve has been received and, secondly, we ha¥enservation Council, local Aboriginal people, the local
been through those processes. community and the South Australian Chamber of Mines and
MsHURLEY: | will read to the minister a letter from his Energy. The first meeting of the committee was held in
department to the Chief Executive Officer of the DistrictCeduna on Tuesday 29 May 2001. As | indicated, the

Council of Mallala. It states: committee will report to both me and the Minister for
Dear Sir/Madam, An application has been received from Laurid=nvironment and Heritage. .
Fricker, Director, Clay & Mineral Sales Pty Ltd. to have twareas MsHURLEY: Is that the completion of the exploratory

within the 800m coastal reserve lifted. Area one is located at Porvork, or are there further phases to go?

Parham and area two is located at Port Prime; the land is freehold The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: That sampling has not yet
and crown land. _ been completed. | do not, and nor do my officers, have a date
It goes on to provide information about it and seeks comwhen that work is likely to be completed, but we will take
ments on the lifting of the 800 metre coastal reserve for thgnhat component of the question on notice and endeavour to
above purpose from the portions of land as described. Thering back a satisfactory answer after consulting the people
letter continues: involved.

Please ensure any comments are submitted to me at GPO MsHURLEY: | refer to output class 2, relating to state
Box 1671, Adelaide 5000 or Level 5, 101 Grenfell Street, Adelaideresource regulation services. According to a report in
on or before 21 June 2001. yesterday'sAge, Santos has suspended all production after
The letter was received on 25 May and the residents ane tragic explosion at their liquids pumping plant at Moomba
complaining about the lack of time that the council and theat the weekend. The report states that the liquids pumping
community have to respond—that is, by tomorrow. The lettetation, which transports crude oil and petroleum liquid from
is signed by Melissa Muller, the Acting Mining Registrar. the Moomba plant to Point Bonython, was inoperable. What

TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: | have not seen the long-termimpact will the explosion have on production from
correspondence to which the members is referring. As shige plant and on royalties to the state? Is PIRSA involved in
speaks, that correspondence will certainly be obtained andthe investigation into this incident, and when will it be
will look at the dates that have been set within that correseompleted?
pondence for those limitations. | indicated to her the advice TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: First, | put on the record
that | have received. That correspondence will be retrievechy condolences to the family of the man who died in that
and | will report back before the committee’s deliberationsincident. It is tragic when this sort of thing occurs. For a man
finish this afternoon. to lose his life—and | understand that he was a family man

MsHURLEY: I refer to output class 2, relating to the and leaves behind a widow and three children—is indeed
Yumbarra Conservation Park. Twelve months ago, in relatioawful. Three other workers were also injured. While,
to mining in the Yumbarra Conservation Park, the ministethankfully, their injuries were not life threatening, it is a
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dreadful thing to occur. | know from discussions we have hadMy question is: will the minister do as the council suggests
with Santos representatives that they are terribly aggrieveand look at the bona fides of this company, if it has applied
by what has occurred. to access that coastal reserve? Before he exercises his

In relation to the effect on the plant, itis my understandingdiscretion, will he look at the bona fides of the company?
that the impact of this accident was felt only by the liquids ~ TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: We certainly will look at
plant to the extent that there has been no disruption to thée bona fides of the company involved, and | expect that
natural gas supplies. As a consequence, there is a tempor&guncil has furnished that information to government and that
and short-term effect, but the exact length of time is somewill be appropriately worked through.
thing that is obviously being monitored by Santos on a Mr HILL: | also refer to another question asked by the
regular basis. We and they expect no long-term effects. Ideputy leader, which was to do with Yumburra. | think the
terms of any effect on government royalties, if there is arminister said at one stage that Yumburra was going to be a
effect at all it will only be on the liquids and that it will testcase for mining in national parks. Would you tell us how
probably be only short term rather than long term. Santos haticcessfully that test case has been running? Has it proved to
contractual commitments that it needs to meet. be an ideal model for mining in national parks?

In relation to government monitoring of the accident, the TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: | look at Yumburra as
matter is a workplace services matter and falls within théeing a test case in a number of areas, not just in relation to
Department for Administrative and Information Services. Ithe way in which mining is undertaken in national parks but
expect that Mr Lawson’s staff are keeping him briefed inalso the way in which Aboriginal heritage issues are worked
relation to that part of the matter. through with local communities. It is fair to say that this

MsHURLEY: Still in reference to output class 2, on particular location brings both issues into the fray. Itis to the
23 October 2000 the minister announced that a review of theredit of all people involved—departmental officers, the
Santos Limited (Regulation of Shareholdings) Act 1989company concerned, Aboriginal communities and the district
would be undertaken. Mr lan Kowalick, a former head of thecouncil—that Aboriginal heritage issues have been sensibly
Department of the Premier and Cabinet, was appointed tand methodically worked through. Having had the opportuni-
conduct the review. This review was expected to be finaliseg, to meet with some of the Aboriginal elders involved, | was
by 30 November 2000, with the results to be considered byarticularly impressed with their attitude towards the project
the government. Can the minister advise if the report has begghg towards the people involved: equally, | was impressed
completed and, if so, what did it recommend and when willyith the attitude of the company to the rights of the Abo-
the report be released? riginal people. In that respect, | think that the project already

TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: That report has been has provided a good base for others to follow. That is not to
completed and considered by cabinet. As no change has beggy, that there have not been mistakes made along the way by
made since that event, there has been no change to announggiy, parties but, again, | think that is always part of the

MsHURLEY: So, the government will not act at all on learning process.
the report? Is that what you are saying—that no changes will |y relation to mining in jointly proclaimed national parks,
arise as a result of that report? as | indicated in my response to the question from the deputy

TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: ‘No change’ does not |eader, the calcrete sampling that has occurred has involved
mean that the government has not acted on the report. | anecessary joint work between the Department for Environ-
simply indicating that there has been, and will be at this timement and Heritage and my people from the Office of Minerals

no change. and Energy Resources in PIRSA. | believe that that way of
MsHURLEY: And you are not going to release the reportworking together is a productive way forward. Again, we are
publicly? monitoring carefully the manner in which this work is

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: | see no need to release the undertaken to derive lessons from it. | expect that those
report—it was an advisory report to government and governiessons will be useful for other areas where such activity
ment has acted on that report—but | am happy to brief th@ccurs in the future.
deputy leader in relation to the content of the report outside Mr HILL: In order to take less time, perhaps | can ask a
of this chamber. One of the reasons for my reluctance is thdliree part question in relation to Coongie Lakes. First, what
these types of reports can cause share market fluctuations tigithe current status of exploration in that area? Secondly, can
neither she nor | would like to occur so | am happy to haveyou rule out new exploration and mining in the control zone?
her privately briefed, along with any officers or shadow Thirdly, can you guarantee that the integrity of the Coongie
ministers whom she might deem to be appropriate. Lakes wetland values will be maintained under whatever

Mr HILL: Can | follow up the question asked by the Circumstances the future might hold?
deputy leader in relation to the ports of Parham and Prime? TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: The member would be
I asked the question of the Deputy Premier and he suggestéare that a Coongie Lakes task force was formed which
l ask it of you. | quoted from a paper prepared by the districfinalised the analysis of management options following

planner of the Mallala council and he made this commentPublic consultation. As a consequence, a report, including a
amongst many others. He stated: series of recommendations, was forwarded to relevant

. . i ministers for consideration in December | r. Th
It may be worthwhile to request that Primary Industries check the sters for consideratio ecember last yea ose

environmental management energy records of clay and mineral salgé)cumems_are’ atthis tlmg, still being consujered, particular-
in relation to post-closure management and rehabilitation of mindy by the Minister for Environment and Heritage. He and |
sites. CNMS raised the ire of this council in the past following had a discussion in relation to that as recently as last week.
clearance of Slgnlflcant stands of native Vegetatlon in the Sandhmﬁcan Share Wlth the Comm":tee that the M|n|ster for Environ_

at Redbanks. | have also had reports that clay and mineral sales h . : e
caused significant damage to dunes in the PortGawlerareafollowiaté?Ent and Heritage is awaiting further feedback from the

mining activities. | am unaware of any attempts to reinstate th&onservation council in relation to some work that it is
original vegetative cover at any of CNMS’s disused mine sites. undertaking with an exploration company, and when he is in
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receipt of that information he will be in a position to further ment to fund this scheme, and we do not want to reduce the
consider exactly what his stance is going to be in relation t@ace of that call.

the report. So, | cannot be more explicit than thatat thistime Mr HILL: | can understand the difficulty you have, but
and | am not in a position to be able to conclusively, as ahere must be a figure in the budget put aside for the 1 500 or
consequence, answer the member’s other questions, but | a&ip projects you are anticipating. What is that figure?

sure that he can see, from the length of time that this issue is The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: A minimum $700 000 has

being considered, that the government indeed takes thgsen allocated in the budget. However, as | have indicated,
concerns of the various groups that have been put forwarge are quite flexible about that amount.

very seriously and we will not be making a decision until

those concerns have been very carefully and deliberately, ;i yises photovoltaic systems, and itis quite an expensive
worked through and satisfied. ) ) scheme. Those who get into it obviously rely on the fact that
Mr HILL: | turn to energy issues, particularly solar they can plug into the power grid and bring power into their
energy, and the announcement made prior to the budggbmes when they need it, which is presumably most often at
regarding the rebate scheme for solar hot water systemgght, and then export power into the grid during the daytime.
which, I think, was in two levels of $500 and $750. Can the| ynderstand it works reasonably well on that basis. | further
minister say how much has been committed in this budget tgnderstand that AGL is looking at changing the arrangement
that scheme and how many households will be able to bgg that it will pay only a wholesale price for the power that
connected as a result of that scheme? is generated from the individual homes yet charge a retail
TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: The $500 or $700 funding price for the power that people draw off the grid. Is that true
for the rebates is dependent upon the nature of the systeamd, if that is the case, what implications does that have for
installed. Essentially, if it is a single panel system there willthe viability of the scheme?
be a $500 rebate; if it is a double panel system there willbe TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: This issue has also been
a $700 rebate. The focus of the scheme is op &@fissions. rajised on occasion by the Australian Democrats, so we are
As a consequence, the nature of the system that is installe@ry conscious of it. Dr Cliff De Fong has been pursuing this
is very much location dependent. A rebate is permitted for anatter on behalf of the government. As he has the latest
solar hot water system that is electrically or gas boosted thatformation available, | ask the committee’s indulgence for
replaces the use of an electric hot water system. Itis permitim to respond to the question.
ted for a gas boosted solar hot water system that replaces a p, FONG: Just recently AGL announced on 1 May what
gas hot water system. So, as the member will see, we will Ngh ¢ py-back rate will be for electricity exported back to the
allow a rebate for an electric solar system to replace a gagig, and that is 14.25¢ per kilowatt hour, which is the same
system because we are not getting the, @@ission savings.  ¢ost at which you can buy electricity from the grid at present.
Therefore, itis very much C{emission focused. Inthe case The other issue is that some concerns have been raised about
of the solar hot water system with electric or gas booster thahe type of meter required. Our understanding is that it needs
is installed in a new home which does not have access tQpjgjrectional import-export meter, which will probably cost
reticulated gas, we are endeavouring to encourage new horgong, we are not clear yet whether the older disc meters,
owners who have access to reticulated gas to have a 9@ich can run backwards, will be allowed or you will need
booster system—so, if gas mains go past the front of theify replace them with a bidirectional meter. It is pretty

property, they need to have it connected to their property jeqr that AGL is playing the game. It has made clear what

obtain the rebate. the buy-back rate and the requirements of the metering will

Mr Lewis interjecting: be.

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: It needs to have the Mr LEWIS: I will run on from the queries being made
reticulated gas access. If it does not have reticulated gasy the member for Kaurna about the hot-water service
access, the rebate will obviously be allowed for an electriéncentive scheme rebates. How would this apply in the remote
solar system. This is specifically the solar hot water systerarea situations such as on farms where no electricity or gas
rebate. So, systems are only eligible for rebate where aig available? Certainly, in the pastoral areas there are
electric boosted solar hot water system replaces a gas onesituations where the hot-water service at present either relies
an electric boosted solar hot water system is installed in albeit inefficiently on electricity that is not generated in the
new home that has access to reticulated gas. We expect thahin grid or on simply burning other fuels such as wood. Is
some people will disagree with that decision, but our progranthere any incentive for those people to use solar energy
is very much CQemission focused. heaters?

Those who are genuinely environmentally committed—as TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: The member for
I know the shadow minister is—will support that rigidity. It Hammond would be aware of the federal government’s solar
has been very difficult for government to fix the amount ofphotovoltaic scheme that was also mentioned by the member
money that has been allocated, because the companies tf@tKaurna earlier. While being a federal scheme, that scheme
install these systems have been a little coy with their figuress administered through the state government. That scheme
Effectively, we have had to base our allocation against aprovides substantial grants to people to enable the installation
installation figure of 1 500 systems, but we have allowedf a solar photovoltaic system to electrically power their
contingency through the larger department should we gédtousehold so that they are able to take advantage of the sun’s
3000 systems. The message | am giving the honourabkenergy for the major part of their household needs. However,
member is that, if we get a far greater take-up than wehe solar hot-water service grant is simply for a hot-water
expected, it is our intention to keep the scheme runningsystem for the heating of water. If | were the local member
because of the environmental advantages that occur. We haard it was my responsibility, | would refer people to that
been surprised by the amount of interest in the scheme. We&heme. If the member would like some detailed information
are expecting that there will be a significant call on governabout that which he can provide to his constituents, | would

Mr HILL: The commonwealth has a scheme which
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be happy to provide that to him outside this estimatesather promising finds just over the border into Western
committee hearing so that he has that information for themAustralia.

Mr LEWIS: | welcome that information in the context of Mr LEWIS: In particular, can the minister tell us about
the inquiry that | made; that is, it is hardly efficient use of the native title problem that will flow automatically from
capital resources to use photovoltaics to generate electricignything that happens in the area because it is on the
to heat water, and then use bottled gas to augment the heatiAgporigines’ land, and then tell us about Lake Harris, too? It
process if it is overcast for too long. It is better to use ais no good finding this stuff if we are not going to be allowed
straight-out solar hot-water service big enough on a cold dato touch it.
to produce the water in sufficient quantity and at sufficient TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: Lake Harris is in the
temperature to meet most needs. Gawler Craton, and that is a potentially prospective area for

TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: | assumed the honourable nickel. As the member indicates, as further work is deemed
member was referring to more than just a hot-water servicelesirable by various prospective companies, a necessary

Mr LEWIS: | am happy to receive the information native title process has to be worked through and, as the
relevant to all things. | was following on from the member for member would expect, just for us to undertake the surveys
Kaurna. | would be happy to receive that. that have been undertaken to date, in many cases, it has

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: Dr Fong has indicated to required significant and extended negotiations with Abo-
me that he can provide some specific information in relatiomiginal people to have that first part of the work undertaken.
to the hot-water aspect. Clearly, where the work has been undertaken those negotia-

Dr FONG: The solar hot-water heater rebate scheme doeions have proven successful; and, where the results yield
allow for the adjunct of the solar hot-water heater panelsareas with a prospectivity that gets the attention of companies
themselves. In other words, you can get the panels and addat want to prospect further, then, yes, it is necessary to work
them to something like an existing wood stove or an existinghrough native title issues and/or Aboriginal heritage issues,
LPG hot-water service. | believe the rebate for that is aboutlepending on the locality involved. Regrettably, the provision
$500. You would get a significant rebate from the govern-of the data does not mean the conclusion of those issues.
ment of $500, and you would also be entitled to the renew- Mr LEWIS: | am seeking further clarification of this
able energy credits (RECs) from the commonwealth goverrmprogram; it is not another question altogether in any sense.
ment. That would answer the honourable member’s questioifhe concern that has been expressed in the mining industry
as itis more efficient to use fuels such as wood and LPG foand amongst geologists at large which | have heard is, ‘What
heating water. You would get the additional benefit of theis the point of our discovering the minerals if the people’—
solar heating component. that is, the Aboriginal people in the Pitjantjatjara lands or the

Mr LEWIS: What has happened with respect to theMaralinga lands, which 1 think it is in the case of Lake
information to be found in the Portfolio Statements, BudgeHarris—will not let us have access to them?’ | would have
Paper 5, volume 1 (page 2.5), relevant to the aerial geophydihought that, before the government sunk millions into that,
cal survey work that has been undertaken? On the one hantliwas sensible for the government to have concluded the
we see the targets for 2001-02 and highlights from this yedbackground arrangements that would enable access and
just about ended. Under ‘Highlights for 2000-01’, dot pointfurther exploration and development of whatever is discov-
5 on page 2.5 says that we have completed the Northerred; otherwise, it seems to me to be an exercise in futility.
Musgrave Block airborne surveys and the AGSO/Mineraldf they will never let the ground be developed, there is no
and Energy Resources joint airborne electromagnetic trigdoint in exploring it. We might as well ignore it until they
surveys and made the data available. Under ‘Targets fatecide (if ever) that they would like to see the mineral
2001-02’ dot point 6 says: deposits so discovered, or any mineral deposits for that

Complete all targeted exploration initiative (TEISA) projects, matter, developed for commercial purposes. Why sink
including the Southern Musgrave Block airborne survey and Lak¢axpayers’ money into a black hole—and no pun is intended?
Harris aerial electromagnetic survey. TheHon. W.AA. MATTHEW: The Chief Executive,

For the benefit of the committee (as other members may nd@enis Mutton, as luck would have it, was in the Pitjantjatjara
know where it is), will the minister tell us where the lands only last week, so with your indulgence, sir, | seek the
Musgrave Block is in the north-west of the state and wher@pportunity for the Chief Executive to advise what he found
Lake Harris is; and in this coming year what area it isand the attitude that he found to exist on that occasion.

proposed will be flown, and why that decision has been made Mr MUTTON: For instance, the clear message coming
to do the area in Lake Harris and the Southern Musgravéom the Anangu Pitjantjatjara people in the far north-west
Block, as opposed to any other area? Can he also tell f the state, which has the Musgrave Block as part of that
whether AGSO will do any more airborne geophysicals? Aboriginal lands, is that they are genuinely looking to support

TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: Essentially, the targeting sound mining on their lands. In fact, the majority of that area
to which the member refers is being undertaken as part of thef the state, which is about 10 per cent, has exploration
TEISA program, which | outlined in my opening remarks. applications on that land, and there is very strong support
This program has been focusing on areas of the state whidlom those companies that have applications in place for the
are determined as being likely to be prospective but abowteromagnetic and related survey work to be done.
which data of this nature has not previously been collected. Over recent times, the involvement of the agency has been
Those two parameters have been the major ones that hatework with the Aboriginal community to provide support
been applied. and data to accelerate the process of consideration of those

The member referred in his references to the Musgravexploration applications. That is certainly a current issue and
Block, which, as the member is aware, is in the top corner ofve as an organisation are confident that the relationship we
the state—in fact, against the South Australian and Westermave with the community and their support for sound mining
Australian border. The area is likely to be prospective, anan their lands, obviously in consideration of sites of signifi-
excitement about the region has intensified following someance, will allow that program to be accelerated and approval
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given by both the government and the Aboriginal communitymade available to the industry, notwithstanding the assuran-
(the Anangu Pitjantjatjara people) for those applications t@es Mr Mutton has given us, may | respectfully put the
be converted into exploration licences. opinion that in many instances | will bet we are spending
MsHURLEY: Will the minister give details as to the money where itis less prospective when you multiply that out
budget for Energy SA, including staff numbers, salaries anthan it would be if you went to an area where there are no
wages, executive entitlements and assets and liabilities? Wglcred sites as part of a set of sites of significance that would
the minister also comment on whether Energy SA wouldbe excluded, and that until and unless we can identify them
have, apart from its regulatory type roles, any forwardin company with the people concerned—and | mean no
planning functions in terms of energy supply and securityisrespect whatever to their beliefs—it is crazy even to talk
TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: | apologise for the delay. about it.
We are endeavouring to see how much of the answer we can It is like saying that an architect, an engineer and a
provide at this time by separating out the figures about whiclguantity surveyor ought to go and do a building development
the deputy leader asked. What | can advise is that for 2001-Q8an where we have heritage buildings that will never be
Energy SA has an expenditure budget of $17 328 000 andallowed to be demolished to make way for the building that
staffing contingent of 47, including three executive positionsis proposed to be put there but, when we have finished doing
The assets and liabilities component of the deputy leaderthe architectural drawings and the site suitability for construc-
question | will need to take on notice, because they aréon, and we have done the quantity surveying work, we
obviously accrual accounting matters and it will take somelecide not to proceed because we always knew there was a
time to separate the figures she is looking for. The figureberitage site there that we could not interfere with. It is just
that | quoted for the Energy SA expenditure budget, thoughploody crazy to sink taxpayers’ money into such areas.
do not include PIRSA corporate. As the deputy leader would Having made that point, may | ask for some better
appreciate, the larger department has a corporate section tlugfinition, if there is one, of what is sound mining, if it is not
provides a whole range of financial accounting and humaembraced in the Mining Act now, and whether it requires
resources services. In the traditional days of the previouslgome higher threshold level of procedure in the mining
separated, smaller departments of government, that compoperation that might be undertaken in the Musgrave block,
nent would have been within those smaller sections. Tha the Pitjantjatjara lands, or anywhere else, for that matter?
deputy leader needs to take into account that that work is TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: The question includes
done outside of it and, therefore, is not included in thasome pretty broad statements that | think the honourable
budget figure. member would wish me to address. In part, the member for
MsHURLEY: | would like the same figures for the Hammond touches on a dilemma that all governments around
Office of Minerals and Energy Resources component of théwustralia have in relation to Aboriginal heritage clearances
section, please. in the first instance. As the honourable member would be
TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: | am happy to do that, and aware, there are some locales in the state which have had
| advise in the interim that its expenditure budget for thisclearances on more than one occasion for different com-
financial year is $16 976 000 against a staffing level of 11%anies. | would agree with him that, where that knowledge
people, three of which are executive positions. The remaindés pre-existing, it is not a reasonable process to have to go
of the question, as with the previous one, | will take onthrough and clear an area again.
notice. Mr LEWIS: It would be better to get the money for them
Mr LEWIS: Following the information provided to the to improve their health and education, rather than spending
committee by Mr Mutton, can | ask him to give me a simpleit discovering what is there, knowing that ultimately we will
definition of what he means by ‘sound mining’ and whethermprobably never be able to develop it.
that in any way differs from what the act requires of mine  TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: To address the concerns
operators anywhere? Secondly, have the sites of significantlee honourable member has raised, as a government we have
to which Mr Mutton referred been identified and excludedbeen working through a process that will be yielding some
from the flyover so that we do not waste expenditurevery significant results, the ILUA (Indigenous Land Use
discovering things that will never be allowed to be examinedAgreement) process. That process involved officers from my
in any greater detail, or are we simply saying that we will flyagency, from the Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement, from
the lot and, too bad, we will sink the money that happens t&€rown Law and from industry working through a sensible
be spent on sites that are out of bounds? process of agreed land use. Concurrent with that has been put
TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: With each of the surveys in place the framework for a register that we are endeavour-
that has been done there have occasionally been what, fimg to have published as a public document via the web, so
want of a better expression, could be called no-go zones, arthat heritage cleared sites ultimately will need to be cleared
they are usually over settlements. Data has not been takendamly once, and that information will be publicly available.
the main over those, but in terms of sites of significance there That is the end towards which we are working. It has not
are a number of issues. First, they are usually, although nditeen a simple and straightforward negotiating path, as the
always, small sites, and to interrupt the flight path for thathonourable member would expect, but we are endeavouring
sort of survey work just is not cost effective. Further to thatto get that result. | am highly optimistic that that is the result
often the communities do not want to be that prescriptivehat will be achieved and that will assist in eliminating
about the location of those sites of significance and, for thaspending money in areas where, quite simply, there will not
reason, do not want to give an exact geographic location bulbe any mining allowed. There is always the risk, until that
rather, a broad area. In the main, that data has been collectedormation is known and is public, that moneys could be
because we believe that it is a more cost effective way ofvasted, and there are many examples of that. | am sure that
doing it than interrupting flight paths. the honourable member is himself aware of companies that
Mr LEWIS: So, on the multiplication of the probabilities have spent money only to find that there was no likelihood
of success of finding something of significance that will beof their undertaking a mining activity in that area.
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Itis our resolve to finish up with a system that eliminates TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: The program is not simply
that, but native title is a comparatively new area. | believedetermined by AGSO: it is one that AGSO undertakes after
that in South Australia we are more advanced than any othepplication and advice from our department in South
state in our nation, particularly in relation to the Cooper BasirAustralia. The information that staff of our department have
and negotiations that are occurring there, where we have haglnot simply their own whimsy: it is information and requests
negotiations on the petroleum front involving multicompanieshat are collected from the industry and to deliberately
and multitribes. We have had significant progress in amncourage the prospecting of areas where that extra informa-
extremely difficult area. So, the honourable member'dion is needed to encourage companies to come forward and
frustrations are understood and appreciated. spend money. So, wherever money is spent on obtaining

He also referred to the chief executive’s words of ‘soundscientific information, it is our endeavour to do that to make
mining’. The chief executive assures me that it is not highe information available and to then encourage private sector
intent through those words to deviate from anything in the acépending on the area. That is our endeavour on each occasion.
nor to indicate a special set of circumstances for the lands we To date, that has proven to be extremely successful. |
are talking about different from those that would applywould not for one minute pretend to the honourable member
elsewhere. that it has been successful on 100 per cent of occasions, but

Mr LEWIS: | asked a little earlier when | was referring it has certainly been successful in a h_igh percentage of cases.
to the 2.5 output, class 1, Information Services: are there any/® €ndeavour to target areas that will encourage the private
AGSO funds available this year in South Australia? For the€Ctor to spend further money in exploration and hopefully
benefit of other members of the committee, that is thd!ltimately undertake production mining. .
Australian Geological Survey Organisation. Itis acommon- Mr LEWIS: I am still not sure, and | want to clarify this
wealth source of money for the aerial geophysicals that ar@0int. For argument's sake, if | were to come along with
flown in different parts of Australia. It is my sincere opinion $100 000 and say | wanted to undertake some aerial geo-

that South Australia remains probably the most prospectivBysical survey work in a given area of this state in the next
and underexplored state in Australia. six months, would the government be prepared to spend some

) . of its money alongside that $100 000?
TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: | can advise the member e
for Hammond that we have again been successful in gettin TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: Given that the honourable

Australian Government Scientific Organisation (AGSO)I%e,\r;l1 P ?_rg\?/sl gglcflz;rggrﬂ;;r:gags%gsrrgmg ,V:/;;\;]ogll(jor()atc)hoec;—
funds for further exploration work. | agree with his assess- ; '

; S TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: | would much prefer to
ment_that indeed South Australla is probably the Iarges%nSWer that question. If a company were to aﬁ)oproach the
remaining under-explored area in the country. We have bee ;

. -government with an interest in obtaining data for an area, we
able to convince the federal government of that, and that i ; '
why in this past financial yegr we have seen a significani/oum be prepared to talk to that company. Certainly there is

increase in the amount of AGSO funding coming into SOUthsSb?r?i?n ?c)ndO;ggSp;rzgnt g&g‘;’s;semh%ﬁbz o%c;rir(]j%?n;ﬁz Sc;an
Australia and, again, we will see significant funding for this . osallos oFr)1 their’merit 9
financial year. | do not have all the details before me, but prop y

am happy to take that component of the member’s question Mr LEWIS: As the minister and_ _Chairman know, | Wou_ld
on notice and bring back for him details as to the quantity o ot seek anything that any other citizen would not be entitled

; . . - . . 0. What examination is there still of wind energy sites for
Lucrlci:rnrign;nd in-which locations the expenditure will be prospective development? Has the minister seen the wind

. . farm at Ravenshoe in Queensland, where there is a huge
Mr LE\N'S:. On this point of where we spend OUr amount of power generated in excess of what was originally
taxpayers’ aerial geophysical dollars for exploration pur-gynected from that site? With rare earth magnets and so on
poses, | take from the minis_ter’s_answer that he will let ugy, the generating hardware | am now more than ever con-
know where AGSO's expenditure is proposed to be undertakjinceq that wind energy for electricity generation is a really
en in the state. | make the point that we might do better t%ood option and is improving in its efficiency on an annual

invite private exploration dollars to be put on the table forp,gg if we have reasonable quantities of wind. I did not ever
aerial geophysicals on a dollar for dollar subsidy basis 0gge coober Pedy as being a very breezy place.

some other arrangement like that, rather than saying where The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: | was chuckling at the

we will spend the money, so that private companies thatyemper's last quip about Coober Pedy not being a breezy
reckon there is a good prospect somewhere or other will megfiace | do not mind putting on the record that, if | had been
half or some other portion of the costs of doing it, instead O?he minister at the time when the wind turbine was proposed
the system we have at the moment of the work being dong); cqober Pedy, no government money would have gone
and then private companies taking it up if it is there; or, ifinig it It is fair to say that, if any government needed

they want it done (and | declare an interest in all this; it iSgyigence that a turbine should not be placed in a very dusty
well known in this chamber that | am involved in the mining 4req with very little wind, we now have that evidence. | felt
industry), the greater intensity—that is, closer interval angp 4y it was an unfortunate situation that resulted in the turbine
lower altitude—flying can be undertaken. That option hag,ejng placed there but, having said that, | am told that there
always been there. are occasions when it does generate electricity, and that is

TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: The optionis there andin - always gratefully received. In relation to the overall situation
fact considerable private expenditure goes in, particularly t¢or wind power development in the state, an exciting amount
infill areas where companies wish to achieve higher resolusf interest (and there is no better way of explaining it) has
tion data. That occurs now, and indeed we encourage that een shown by a variety of companies in being involved in
occeur. wind power generation in South Australia.

Mr LEWIS: If the program says this is where we will fly, We have proposals before us at the moment for wind
it is pure serendipity. farms totalling in excess of 2 000 megawatts. The Department
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of Industry and Trade and Energy SA have been workingnformation and would have it investigated forthwith. | have
together on these proposals. It is their joint expert view thaho reason at this time to believe that the fund is being used
some 1 000 megawatts is very likely to proceed. With thefor anything else other than the purpose for which it was
number of projects we do not expect them all to get up, buéstablished. In relation to the funds for Brukunga, none of the
the fact that 1 000 megawatts is very likely to proceed is irmoneys for that have come out of the fund concerned. They
itself very exciting. The proposals cover much of the statehave been additionally budgeted funds for remediation that
and particularly in coastal regions of the South-East and Eyreas occurred essentially—

Peninsula. The two most advanced proposals at this time are Mr Lewis interjecting:

at Elliston on Eyre Peninsula and Lake Bonney near Milli-  TheHon. WA. MATTHEW: Yes; it is additional money
cent. At Elliston, a company called Ausker Energy proposegecause the moneys are being utilised in the first instance to
a 50 megawatt farm, and that is undergoing environmentajvercome a pollution problem. The Brukunga site is an
assessment and development approval licensing processegabrmous dilemma for government and has been for quite
this time. Its most recent estimate of commissioning is earlgome time.

2002. Mr LEWIS: It makes a hell of a mess in the Nairne

At Lake Bonney, a consortium of Babcock and Brown,Creek.

National Power USA and Hutchison Wind Farms proposes TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: Indeed, it does make a

a farm of Inltla"y 60 megawatts. | understand that it will be mess. The company is no |0nger in exis[ence’ the area is
through about 55 turbines, so they will be reasonably larggolluted, it needs to be rectified, and that cannot be done
turbines. They also expect that to be commissioned in earlyjthout considerable ongoing expenditure. That expenditure
2002. That project is at the tender selection stage for itgs in addition to the moneys for the fund. The fund continues
equipment, and indeed at the very advanced stages of thg be used for remediation of areas that have previously had
Likewise, Ausker Energies has also been working through itextractive industry occur in them or where that extractive
suppliers recently, so both companies are very advanced jAdustry is moving and is no longer using those portions
their proposals. anymore.

A number of other proposals have undergone public | the intervening period, | indicated to the deputy leader
consultation and landowner negotiations and are at varioygat | would have more information obtained for her in
stages of wind monitoring. The wind monitoring data that hage|ation to Clay and Mineral Sales Pty Ltd and the shellgrit
been collected is in addition to information that the governyeserves issue. | can now confirm that the letters to which the
ment is able to make available for them. The member fogeputy leader alluded are in existence and have been received
Hammond is probably aware that in 1984 the governmengy my department. | have before me now two letters that have
commissioned a wind study to be undertaken. It is actuallyome from Clay & Mineral Sales, each to Ms Helen Tirrios,
that data that haS been the Cata|ySt fOI’ a |Ot Of the intere%t]e Actlng M|n|ng Reglstrar Both |etters are headed’ ‘NeW
now. The data has sat not used greatly for a considerablgineral claims for shellgrit. The first letter dated 5 April was
number of years, but of course the new opportunities nowccompanied by a planned area showing two mineral claims
available for wind power generation have focused a lot ofhat the company wished to peg. The company indicated that
attention on that data. it understood there were a number of procedures it had to

Clearly, we are conscious that a major cost of the wingo|iow and asked for the process. The letter is handwritten
farm development on this scale will be the cost of connectionyng states:
to the transmission §ystem and possible a}ugmentatlon ofthe Please begin the process of getting the two coastal reserves lifted.
system further up line, and we are working through those .

Mr LEWIS: At page 2.18 we see that $1.6 million is / May 2001 commences:
being sunk into the Brukunga mine rehabilitation. My In about 12 months time AMCOR Australasia are planning to
question is not so much just about Brukunga but about th art production of a new glass factory at Gawler to produce bottles
funds in the Mine Rehabilitation Fund. Can the ministers%r;ﬁ'geri\{"\',\r,'ifh'gddggh?grrscgg‘gﬁmehas been discussing supply of

assure this committee that no money has been taken fromthat =~ .
fund for any other purpose than mine rehabilitation? If the*S | indicated earlier, to my knowledge AMCOR has not

Treasury and the Treasurer has nicked any of it, why did h@ade a decision in relation to supplier. The letter continues:
nick it; what was it used for; and will any other mine _  There are only two areas not already pegged. One area s at Port
rehabilitation work be undertaken from that fund besides th&ime and the other at Port Parham.

Brukunga mine rehabilitation work during this coming The letter indicates that the company wishes the opportunity
12 months? to peg these areas and asks for assistance to obtain the
TheHon. W.A. MATTHEW: This fund is one about required approvals. At this stage, | am not in receipt of any
which | am as passionate as the member for Hammond—antésponse by the department to those letters, other than some
indeed | know the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is alsadvice that they have sought comment and due date for

passionate about it. The three of us share a common probletemment is ‘by 21 June’. They have indicated that the
in that mining activities have occurred in our electorates andepartment process is that, when no response is received,
they involve activities which, as being completed, need tdelephone contact is made and, if necessary, the time to
draw on the fund. Certainly, during my time as minister thererespond is extended. That has already occurred with one
has been no draw on the fund for purposes other thaarganisation.

rehabilitation work; there has been no grab by Treasury for |am advised that the process of telephoning is happening
those moneys, and | would have a lot to say if it endeavouredow. | advise the deputy leader that where people are
to do so. If the member for Hammond has information thatoncerned about the time involved for comment, if the
might suggest otherwise, not only during my term as ministehonourable member directs those people to the Acting Mining
but also prior to that, | would gratefully receive such Registrar, it would appear to be a fairly simple process to
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extend that time line reasonably, so that they have the MsHURLEY: No.

opportunity to submit their concerns and any other informa- The ACTING CHAIRMAN: There being no further
tion that they might wish to submit. On 23 May a letter wasquestions, | declare the examination of the votes completed.
written to the District Council of Mallala advising of the | thank the minister who is now present and the Deputy
application to peg the area and requesting comment from iPremier, and their advisers, for attending today, and |
Indeed, the council has responded to government already vigrticularly thank the committee members for the way in
its legal representation. That process through council igvhich they conducted the examination.

already in train. | believe that now satisfies the member’s
guestioning.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Meier): Are there any At 6.20 p.m. the committee adjourned until Wednesday
further questions? 21 June at 1l a.m.

ADJOURNMENT



