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Department for Environment and Heritage,
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Administered Items for Department for
Environment and Heritage, $5 278 000

Witness:

opposition. There will be a flexible approach to giving the
call for asking questions based on about three questions per
member on alternating sides. Members may also be allowed
to ask a brief supplementary question to conclude a line of
guestioning but any supplementary questions will be the
exception rather than the rule. Subject to the convenience of
the committee, a member who is outside of the committee
and desires to ask a question will be permitted to do so once
the line of questioning on an item has been exhausted by the
committee. An indication to the chair in advance from the
member outside of the committee wishing to ask a question
is, therefore, necessary.

Questions must be based on lines of expenditure as
revealed in the Estimates Statement. Reference can also be
made to other documents, of course, including the Portfolio
Statements, but | request that when members ask questions
they identify a page number or the program in the relevant
financial papers, which makes it a lot easier for all of us.
Questions not asked at the end of the day may be placed on
the next day’s House of Assemb¥ptice Paper. | remind the
minister that at this stage there is no formal facility for the
tabling of documents before the committee. However,
documents can be supplied to the chair for distribution to the
committee. The incorporation of material Hansard is
permitted on the same basis as it applies in the House, that is,
that it is purely statistical and limited to one page in length.

I remind members that all questions are to be directed to the
minister, not the minister’s advisers. If the minister so wishes,

The Hon. I.F. Evans, Minister for Environment and he can refer questions to advisers for response.
Heritage, Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing. | also advise for the purpose of the committee that there
will be some freedom allowed for television coverage by
Departmental Advisers: allowing a short period of filming from the northern gallery.
Mr A. Holmes, Chief Executive, Department for Environ- | ask the minister to make a statement if he so desires.
ment and Heritage.
Ms A. Harvey, Deputy Chief Executive.
Mr R. Janssan, Director, Corporate Finance.
Mr C. Bildstien, Chief of Staff, Minister’s Office.
Mr P. Conniff, Senior Project Officer.
Mr D. Carman, Principal Consultant.

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | confirm, given your introduc-
tory remarks, that my understanding of the agreed timetable
is from now until 5.30 for Environment and Heritage;
between 5.30 and 6 p.m. for volunteers; and Recreation, Sport
and Racing after the dinner adjournment. | will take the

Mr C. Coxon, Ministerial/Environment Adviser. opportunity to make a short opening statement.

Ms L. Burch, Acting Director, Environment Policy Office. The Department for Environment and Heritage is working

Mr N. Newland, Executive Director, Environment to secure a diverse future for South Australia characterised
Protection Agency. by healthy environment, healthy communities and healthy

Mr L. Best, Deputy Director, National Parks and Wildlife people. The department makes a significant contribution to
SA. the wellbeing of South Australians, promoting sustainable

development and quality of life within the state. In partner-

The CHAIRMAN: | think most people present are aware ship with the community, DEH is helping to create the right
now that the estimates are a relatively informal proceduresonditions for natural resources to be used for their best
The committee, | presume, has determined an approximatgitcome within sustainable limits. The Environment and
time for the consideration of proposed payments to facilitatg¢deritage portfolio’s principal responsibilities include:
change of departmental officers. | ask the minister and thenvironment protection; policy and regulation; monitoring
lead for the opposition whether they have come to amand reporting on the quality of South Australia’s water, air
agreement as far as that program is concerned and perhagisd land; management of South Australia’s national parks,
they could detail that a little later. Changes to the compositioibotanic gardens and coastline; protection and management of
of the committee will be notified to the committee as theybiodiversity and state heritage; and the provision of environ-
occur and, again, | ask that members ensure that they provideent and geographic information.
the chair with a completed request to be discharged form Fundamental changes were made to the structure of the
when required. portfolio agency in February 2000 with the inclusion of the

If the minister undertakes to supply information at a laterOffice for Recreation and Sport and RIDA and the splitting
date, it must be in a form suitable for insertionHiansard ~ off of DOSAA to the Transport portfolio and the water
and two copies submitted to the Clerk of the House ofguantity functions to the new Department for Water Re-
Assembly no later than 13 July. It is my intention to providesources. The resulting organisation was restructured late in
an opportunity for the minister to make an opening statemen2000 to better integrate and manage the component functions.
if desired, of about 10 minutes but certainly no longer tharThis, in turn, has led to a need to change the presentation of
15 minutes, and the same opportunity will be provided for thehe Environment and Heritage outputs and the various output
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classes to correspond with the new organisational structurd0 000 hectares of open space linking the city, the suburbs,
Despite the difficulties that these changes pose in théhe coast and the hills of Adelaide. This key initiative
transitional year in terms of the analysis of budgets, | believeecognises and protects the natural cultural and social values
that the resulting presentation represents a significardf the environment, while providing areas of open space for
improvement for the reader. Output classes now align witlpublic recreation, enjoyment and education.
commonly recognisable public sector icons, such as the EPA, Heritage conservation in this state was assisted through the
National Parks and Wildlife and the Botanic Gardens. completion of management plans for Martindale Hall and
The major change to the Environment and HeritageAdelaide Goal, as well as through securing external funding
portfolio output classes revolves around the formation of dor the Birdsville-Strzelecki Tracks heritage survey, comple-
new output class, National Parks and Wildlife, and this bringsion of the Oodnadatta track heritage survey and publishing
together the activities previously contained in animal welfarepf the Upper North heritage survey.
biodiversity conservation and the national parks part of Management of the environmental and geographic
National Parks and Botanic Gardens output classes. Botanigformation was improved through implementation of
Gardens now stands alone with its own output class reflectingnageMap SA, a system for providing web access and
its very discrete role. Another significant change has involvedelivery capability for digital, ortho-rectified aerial photogra-
shifting the coast and marine management function out of thphy and satellite imagery.
Environment Protection output class and combining it within ~ The property cadastre project progressed on schedule with
the Department of National Parks and Wildlife to create arthe completion of metropolitan and near-country areas this
Office for Coast and Marine. Indeed, the environment hagear, and an environmental reporting web site was developed
been a significant winner in the 2001-02 budget, withto make the department’s environmental data information
operating and capital expenditure both on the increase. Thmore transparent and accessible to the public. Crown
government’s decision to fund significant new initiativesLands SA has also converted 375 perpetual leases and 246
clearly signals to the community the government’s commitshack leases to freehold title throughout the year.
ment and investment in the quality of life for South  With the release of the 2001-02 state budget, South
Australians. Australians can again be assured that the environment
The year 2000-01 has been an important one in progressemains a high priority within the state government. Our
ing environment and heritage issues within the state and | willnarine and coastal environment is a major focus of the 2001-
take a few minutes to recognise a selection of some ke@2 budget, and an extra $900 000 in total has been set aside
achievements for the year. The Environment Protectiomver three years to assist the recently established Office for
Agency developed a partnership model with the LocalCoast and Marine to implement the state’s marine and
Government Association and commenced a pilot project irstuarine strategy. The strategy embraces five major commit-
three councils to share responsibility for management of norments: clean and healthy seas; sustainable use; conserving
licensing compliance issues. The Mount Lofty Watershediodiversity and heritage; working together and better
Protection Office was established and the State of thenderstanding of the ecosystem processes and habitats.
Catchment Report released. The Chem Collect program was In addition, the budget provides some $3.2 million over
operated successfully throughout the year, collecting farnthe next four years (shared equally between the Department
chemicals and hazardous waste. The Adelaide Coastal Watdes Environment and Heritage and Primary Industries and
Study commenced with the letting of an initial contract toResources SA) to create a system of marine protected areas
CSIRO. The department was active in supporting then South Australia. All our waters and the ways in which they
establishment or amendment of a number of nationahre used must be managed in an integrated and strategic way.
environment protection measures, including diesel vehicl@he establishment of marine protected areas is seen as one of
emissions and controlled waste, a review of the Nationathe more effective ways to protect our marine environment
Environment Pollutant Inventory and a review of the Nationalwhile permitting a wide range of uses such as fishing, tourism
Environment Protection Council acts. DEH supported theand recreation.
establishment or amendment of environment protection As you are aware, the state government is committed to
policies, including fuel standards, water quality, waste andn environmentally and economically sustainable coast
noise. Regulations to address issues in relation to thprotection strategy. | am pleased to inform the committee that
beverage container provisions under the Environment anithe budget also commits a total of $5 million over the next
Protection Act 1993 and to expand the range of beverages afolir years to review, investigate and implement a sustainable
containers captured by the legislation were approved bgtrategy to protect the metropolitan Adelaide coastline. A
government and will come into operation in January 2003.further $1.75 million is allocated in the budget for specific
Under the National Parks and Wildlife banner, theinterim sand replenishment and trial coast protection
Coorong and Lower Lakes Ramsar Plan was released armtitiatives.
extensions to Coorong National Park were announced. The Other significant budget features relating to the Environ-
Adelaide coastal protection strategy was progressed anmdent and Heritage portfolio are an extra $1.25 million to the
South Australia’s only world heritage site, the NaracoorteState Heritage Fund over four years to help repair and
Caves Conservation Park, was reconstituted as a nationaaintain South Australia’s historic buildings; $750 000 over
park. Permanent access was secured for the spectacuthree years towards progressing a more integrated approach
section of the Heysen Trial from Newland Head to Kingsto the management of land, water and environmental issues
Head, and the Public Works Committee endorsed the Rockijirough the proposed integrated natural resource management
River precinct development in Flinders Chase National Parkinitiative; an extra $1.44 million over the next four years to
valued at some $7.615 million over four years. allow the Environment Protection Agency to expand its
The Gawler Ranges National Park and Mokota Conservaegional presence; $41 million in 2001-02 to manage our
tion Park were opened, and the Greater Mount Lofty Parknational parks and reserves for visitors and conservation;
lands-Yurrebilla was launched, bringing together more tha$5.6 million to progress the parks agenda in 2001-02, with
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the continuation of a $7.6 million major upgrade of the Rockywith local government. Will the minister expand on where
River precinct in the Flinders Chase National Park orthat gotto in the last year and where he is intending to go in
Kangaroo Island; $500 000 towards the newly created Greatéihe next 12 months in terms of partnerships with local
Mount Lofty Parklands-Yurrebilla for land purchases,government? | ask that question in the context of a letter
fencing, signage, public access and management planningijgned by Jeff Tate, the City Manager of the City of Onka-
$400 000 for regional biodiversity initiatives to assist in theparinga regarding the EPA, a copy of which was sent to me.
conservation, management and rehabilitation of habitats; think a copy was also sent to Mr Newland. The first
$264 000 to continue ecological restoration projects througparagraph of the letter states:
the Flinders Ranges Bounceback and Ark on Eyre programs; It has come to my attention that on several occasions in the past
$200 000 to establish visitor |nfrastructure an(':i Services in th%w weeks residentg of the City of Onkaparinga have been referr)red
newly-created Gawler Ranges National Park; $1.9 million tqq council with complaints in relation to which the Environment
implement water quality improvement programs in the MountProtection Agency is the responsible authority for investigation and
Lofty Ranges; $1 million to implement elements of the stateesponse. These referrals to Council have been by EPA Officers. On
dryland salinity strategy, as well as $700 000 to develogne °¢Cason 2 regi:del_nt was f?d\tntsed by ar;jofgcer ofl tthet EkPA to
programs to ad_dr_ess water ql_JaIity an<_1| salinity under thﬁfgsgcresggnggmfiggr in an efiort fo persuade touncitfo take on
Murray River salinity strategy with matching commonwealth
funds; and $2.49 million to maintain and upgrade walkingClearly, there is an overlap between council and EPA
trails as part of a five-year $6.2 million program. responsibilities. | know that you have a program to effectively
In summary, the Environment and Heritage portfolio facesutsource some of those responsibilities, in a formal sense,
a challenging and exciting year with a wide range of initia-to council but, obviously, in the case of the City of Onka-
tives being planned. We are the custodians of a unique arghringa, that agreement had not been reached. | know there
varied natural heritage, and our clean and healthy envirorare a number of issues about which the council complains and
ment is indeed an asset that we cannot afford to undervaluis concerned and which the EPA does not have the resources
The successful achievement of the portfolio outcomes it address. | refer to such things as smoke from chimneys and
therefore critical to the achievement of this state’s socialthat kind of low-level domestic complaints about noise or
economic and environmental wellbeing. pollution from neighbouring houses, and so on. Most people
The CHAIRMAN: | refer members to page 15 of the go to the councils with these problems but the council say
Estimates Statement, volume 2, part 10, of the Portfolighat it is an EPA issue. They phone the EPA, which says, ‘We
Statements. Does the member for Kaurna wish to make arannot deal with it; go to the council.’ Itis a circular kind of
opening statement? matter. What has the minister done this year in relation to this
Mr HILL: | will make a few general comments and and what is he planning to do in the coming year?
indicate the process that | intend to go through today. | made TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Early in 1999, the EPA com-

some general comments in my second reading speech on the . . ) L
9 y gsp menced discussions with the Local Government Association

bill, so | will not go through that again. Today, | intend to go ; [relation to developing a local government EPA partnership.

through each of the output classes in turn and raise issues t E\ ; h
come out of them, and then ask particular questions aboi established a trial so that we could lO.Ok at whether there
as a better way to provide a service to the general

issues that have been raised with me within those OUtprommunit Ultimatelv. that should be the aim of local
classes by members of the community. | note that the miniSté:rovernme)r/{t and the éP A—to trv to resolve some of these
has commented on the change of output classes. | aaw Y

disappointed that there are no Davenport initiatives outpu g\r;r:a?f\trlr::elnsishu;ssé Ajt(tah:xtrgrfs?/%er:e\;\\i\?grllgo? goagacfg’wlﬁﬁ%l
class, minister. | should have thought that would indicate q

new direction as well. its own general community. We saw some advantage in at

. . least trying to get some of those issues resolved more quickly
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: We did not want to take the .
whole time of the committee. at the local level rather than at state level. So, a trial partner-

Mr HILL: That is right. After | have gone through the ship was set up with the City of Adelaide, the Adelaide Hills

individual output classes, | want to go through the genera?ouncn and the Port Adelaide-Enfield council, and that

budget relating to the expenditure and income lines, and gmrc?egticﬁdCguygée;?:?ész%%%i rfstopglrlttr?; gr]:vsirgﬁ%etr?t;
have a number of general questions covering the wholB pating P 9

portfolio. | also indicate that | will be asking questions ng{i/?gg:\?\/ﬁﬁﬁ'?ggﬁ Zis;ngrfggrggggiznrﬁ ?Q%P?hna_'llcv:\?onuslgd
relating to volunteering. The leader, who represents th ’ p

opposition in this area, is unavailable and he has asked th ¢ air-conditioning noise which is a classic domestic issue.
| ask some questions on his behalf—so | am a volunteer in  The trial will help facilitate—in those councils, at least—a
that sense. | also indicate that the timetable that the ministetear understanding of the roles, responsibilities and obliga-
has outlined is acceptable to the opposition. | make the on@ons of the various parties with respect to the administration
proviso that, as the shadow minister for recreation and spodand enforcement of the act. It will also develop a cooperative
is in the building, if we get through the environment andapproach to the management of environmental harm and
volunteering sections early, we could then go on to thahuisance complaints in South Australia. We also think that
section. it will provide a cost-effective use of resources. In support of

| refer to page 10.5 and the highlights for 2000-01. Thethe trial partnership, at the authority level the EPA has
first highlight to which | want to refer is the second dot pointdelegated the necessary powers and functions to the partici-
and | might say, from the point of presentation (and | guespating councils. It has also funded training for council
it goes to the Treasury documents), that it would be easier iofficers in relation to the act, noise measurement and the
future if those dot points had numbers next to them so that investigation methods. The EPA provides support to the
would be easier to refer to a particular dot point. | refer to thecouncils in relation to the administration and enforcement of
second dot point, which is to do with the partnership modethe act. EPA officers have made a number of joint inspections
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with council officers to assist in the resolution of complaints$28 million to a total of $36.5 million as part of the watershed
and to further train the council officers. protection strategy, and that is over five years. Where has that
The trial program is consistent with the recommendatiorextra money come from; how much is in the budget for this
of the Environment, Resources and Development Commityear; and what is planned for each of the five years as part of
tee’s report on environment protection in South Australia irthat five-year strategy?
that it recommended that any division of the environmental TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Some of the moneys in the
responsibilities between the Environment Protection Agenc$36 million are tied in to other agencies, so it is a whole of
and local government should occur on a licence versus a nogevernment approach; for example, | understand about
licence basis. A strategic framework for the future conduc®#9 million is involved with SA Water projects that have been
of the EPA/local government relationship in the area ofcoordinated in the area. In the 2001-02 budget, there is
shared functional interests will be developed using theround $1.9 million, plus a small amount of carry over. Some
experience gained during the trial period. The way | read thatf it is across the whole of government project in some
is that they will examine the trial and see whether it cannotigencies. Minister Armitage is before the committee tomor-
be adopted more broadly throughout other local governmembw, so the honourable member might want to take up the
areas. The Local Government Association and the Envirordetails of that in relation to SA Water's commitment.
ment Protection Agency have formed a joint working group The Mount Lofty Watershed Protection Office was
to ascertain how local and state government can, in partneestablished as a coordinating working group. Obviously, the
ship, provide a more effective and efficient environmentMount Lofty Ranges water catchment is important to the
protection service to local communities. The joint workingstate, and the Mount Lofty Ranges catchment risk assessment
group has let three consultancies, which have been funded framework has been developed by the water protection office
the EPA and the local government research and developmeand adopted as a standard by the water monitoring coordinat-
scheme. ing subcommittee of the state’s water policy group. It is all
So we have taken the first step of trying to get some ofed into a state water policy area so there is an overarching
these issues handled more quickly at the local level. We andew of what is happening in the catchment. Baseline data
continuing to monitor those trials. From memory, they arecollection and assessment projects have been initiated to
year-long trials, so they must finish in November 2001. Wesupport the framework, including a subcatchment land status
will have a look to see how successful those trials have beetlatabase project and a subcatchment water quality index
on the ground. For the honourable member’s own informaproject, and the framework and baseline data will provide
tion, and he might want to pass this back to the City ofdirection for strategic investment in future programs. The
Onkaparinga, if itis concerned about getting a quick resolueffice is getting the baseline data right, and seeing exactly
tion for its local constituents, the easiest way to do that is tavhat is happening and why it is happening. To some extent,
have local government handle these issues. All it has to do ihat will influence strategic investment in future programs in
write a letter to the EPA saying that it wishes to take oveithe area.
those duties, and the EPA will facilitate that. It is simply a  There are also research projects with regard to pathogens
matter of one letter, one stamp and one envelope from th@esigned to provide a greater resolution of the understanding
City of Onkaparinga and the people who live in the City of of the scale and source of pathogens—indeed, the honourable
Onkaparinga can then have those issues dealt with quickipember might know them as cryptosporidiums and giardia—
and efficiently through their local council. We are encourag-and the threat that they do or do not provide to our drinking
ing councils to take up that offer, because we think—just asvater supply. This field research project is established in
the parliamentary committee thought—that there is soménree subcatchments in the Mount Lofty Ranges. Itis also a
sense in having the matters handled locally where that servigeint initiative of the CRC for water quality, the EPA and
is available. SA Water with the field research element project being
Mr HILL: By way of supplementary question, will the managed by the Water Protection Office. The office is also
return reply from the minister’s department include a cheque@roject managing pesticide use in the Mount Lofty Ranges
for the cost of providing those services? watershed, and that is a joint initiative of the EPA, SA Water,
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Certainly we have assisted in PIRSA and the Catchment Water Monitoring Management
relation to the three trials. So, if the City of OnkaparingaBoard. There are 65 pest education courses, involving some
wants to talk to the EPA about that, the door is open; the Cit$00 land-holder and industry participants; there are eight
of Onkaparinga should talk to the EPA about it. However, thepesticide environment and safety television segments; and
parliamentary committee itself has recognised that nonthere are pesticide environment and safety displays at retail
licence activities are probably best handled at the local levebutlets with video brochures and various demonstrations.
We need to encourage local government to do that. | do not | refer to the Mount Lofty Ranges watershed domestic
think a state government will have the people on the grounwaste water system audit project, which is again a joint
to handle every air-conditioning complaint. There is someproject, involving naturally a risk assessment of the on-site
sense in getting local government across the line on thosseptic treatment systems. As the member is probably aware,
sorts of issues. a large number of homes in the Adelaide Hills are still on
Mr HILL: | refer to the next dot point, which is the septic systems and they are doing an audit of that to make
Mount Lofty Watershed Protection Office. In my secondsure they are conforming or working the way they should.
reading speech, | referred to the target for last year, whicfihere is also an operation and licence compliance review of
talked about a strategy being implemented this year. &ll the licensed STED and sewage treatment works schemes
compared that with the highlight which was an office, and then the watershed, and that has been completed. There is an
minister has a target for this year as well in relation to thatdvisory and contributing role to the Mount Lofty Ranges
area. | draw the minister’s attention to a press release he pwiatershed amendment, PAR and there is the provision 65
out on 2 April, wherein he said that the amount of money tadevelopment application assessments to local government.
be spent on the catchment was to be increased fromMhe dairy effluent system audit is under way, and that
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includes a progressive upgrade of the dairy effluent systems We also have the Dry Creek hazardous waste depot, which
right across the watershed, with generally pretty googrovides the facility for urban disposal and which is open on
cooperation from the dairy industry in that matter. a regular basis. | think you will find that there were provi-
There are also investigation and compliance operationsions in the draft EPP on waste management that went out for
under the EP Act, which include things such as illegal wastéliscussion to try to encourage councils to provide a more
disposal sites, bore drilling waste disposal and substanti@egular service at the local level. That is not finalised yet.
involvement in the resolution of chemical spray drift issues.That is a draft EPP, so we are still working through on the
We launched the ‘state of the health of the Mount Loftypublic consultation process there. | do not have that in front
Ranges catchment’ from a water quality perspective in Apribf me, but | am sure that some issues were raised in the
2001, and you referred to the press release. A five brochugonsultation process about trying to get a more regular urban
series about water quality in the Mount Lofty Rangescollection.
watershed has also been developed. The office is also TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: My question is in relation
negotiating integrated land management and water qualit the Environment and Heritage portfolio, output class 3,
protection components in a redeveloped property managéeritage conservation, covered in the Portfolio Statements,
ment and planning course package to be delivered through tip@ige 10.14. Output class 3 includes the protection, restoration
various soil boards, and that is all about land-holder educatioand conservation of historic and culturally significant sites,
and the role they can play. The office also has a projectbjects and structures. Referring to the targets on page 10.14,
leading to the development of integrated resource managgéll you please tell the committee what financial contribution
ment in the Mount Lofty Ranges. Again, that is a jointthe government has made in this budget to repair and
project. It has also been involved with the Myponga catchmaintain more of South Australia’s heritage and properties?
ment watercourse restoration project—year 1 on-ground TheHon. |.F. EVANS: As the member for Bragg will
works. Eight land-holders have been engaged in riparian zorappreciate, some 2 100 places are listed on the State Heritage
works and a 3.5 kilometres riparian zone has been secureBegister, representing our rich and varied heritage. These
with 11 land-holders being committed to year 2 on-groundplaces range from lighthouses to statues and from the Festival
works. Program management plans are under way there. THaentre to private homes. Many state heritage places are in
gives a range of the work they are involved in. private ownership and money is available from the State
Mr HILL: I refer now to the highlights relating to Chem Heritage Fund for the funding projects that are consistent
Collect programs and to a press release put out by theith the objectives of the Heritage Act. Over recent years
Australian Bureau of Statistics on 29 November 2000 undeapplications from the owners of heritage listed places to
the headline ‘More hazardous waste ending up in householdndertake conservation work on their properties have
bins’, which states: outstripped the available funding, resulting in the accumula-
There has been a big increase over the past four years in ﬂ{g)n of a considerable backlog of applications. After consulta-

number of households disposing of their hazardous waste via theiton with the State Heritage Authority the government has
garbage bins, rather than through central collection points [thannounced in the 2001-02 state budget an additional

survey] revealed today. $1.25 million over the next four years to be directed towards
The press release suggests: the conservation of places on the State Heritage Register.
The proportion of households that put waste—such as gardeﬁ_ome $5_00_000 of this fund|_ng will be Prov'd_ed in 2_001'02_'
chemicals, paint products, metal and oven cleaners, fluorescedtmed principally at addressing the heritage issues in relation
tubes, car and household batteries, motor oil and pharmao the heritage properties listed, and $250 000 will be
ceuticas . . . hagumped from 62 per cent in 1996 to 85 per cent provided in each of the following three years.
in 2000. | should highlight to the committee that funding from
Is the minister aware of any particular problem in Southsection 7 revenue under the Land and Business (Sale and
Australia in relation to waste disposal and can he give th€onveyancing) Act, which averages $250 000 year, depend-
statistics for South Australia? ing on the retail sales, will continue to be provided to the
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: No, | have not seen the statistics State Heritage Fund, as has been case in the past; so this will
for South Australia. | have not seen that press release eithdre an increase next year of $500 000 and in each year
from memory, so | am not aware of the South Australian$250 000. This initiative constitutes the most significant
statistics for that issue. | can tell you that six farm chemicainjection of money into the State Heritage Fund for well over
and hazardous waste collections have been held betweardecade by any state government. We are very pleased to be
1 May 2000 and 31 May 2001 (so every second month therable to put the money into the Heritage Fund and also bring
has been some collection) from 17 rural and metropolitamo the committee’s notice that money within DAIS has also
council areas. Some 1 100 people delivered a total of 114 008een provided to heritage works on some of the publicly
kilograms of chemicals to the collection point. That raises the@wned buildings. From memory, that is handled through
size of the issue: 114 000 kilograms of chemicals is avinister Lawson through the DAIS area.
significant amount. The total cost to the department was TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: My next question is in
about $211 000, which included salary costs. We covered thelation to output class 2, national parks and wildlife, covered
following areas: Adelaide Hills Council, District Council of in the Portfolio Statement at page 10.9. Listed as a highlight
Mount Barker, Barossa, City of Onkaparinga, Districtis the establishment of an Office for Coast and Marine. On
Council of Yankalilla, City of Victor Harbor, Alexandrina behalf of my colleague the member for Flinders, will the
Council, District Council of Barunga West, District Council minister advise what resources are being provided and what
of Copper Coast, District Council of Yorke Peninsula,progress is being made towards implementing the state’s
Southern Mallee District Council, District Council of marine and estuarine strategy?
Karoonda East Murray, Kangaroo Island Council, District TheHon. |I.F. EVANS: In November 2000 the govern-
Council of Naracoorte Lucindale, Wattle Range Council, Cityment established the Office for Coast and Marine to provide
of Mount Gambier and District Council of Grant. a greater focus for delivering on the government’s commit-
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ments in the marine and estuarine strategy. In addition tprogress the implementation of the marine estuarine strategy,
supporting the Coast Protection Board, implementing théncluding the development of marine protected areas. In order
coastal works program and coordinating the various coashat the marine protected areas program can progress through
care programs, the office also provides advice on the coastah informed and comprehensive consultation process (as |
development proposals through the Coast Protection Boarentioned earlier in my answer to the previous question), the
to the Development Assessment Commission and locajovernment is considering its policy framework for this
councils. The office also conducts research and provides r@presentative area. This will include the testing of the policy
monitoring and evaluation service on coastal erosionand development of a pilot marine protected area in the next
planning and conservation. The Office for Coast and Maringear.
is focusing on developing a policy framework for marine  The identification of suitable areas to establish a represen-
planning and the commitment in the marine estuarine strateggtive system of marine protected areas will involve extensive
to identifying recommended areas for a system of marin@ublic consultation, and the establishment of any areas will
protected areas. be done in full realisation of the economic and social
This policy framework for marine planning and marine consequences of protecting our unique marine environment.
protected areas has been actively progressed, and in Februétlink anyone who has been following the Victorian example
2001 the government adopted a marine planning framewornd debate about marine protected areas would realise that
for the future management of the state’s marine waters. Thigis process needs to be worked through in concert with the
framework proposes the development of marine plans on @mmunity through a very transparent public consultation
statewide basis to establish a zoning system integrating amgtocess, because there are many interest groups with varied
coordinating the management of multi use areas, bothiews on marine protected areas, and it is important that we
existing and proposed. The aim in each zone is to encouragieing the community with us when we talk about marine
a range of compatible activities, each with different assigne@rotected areas. We do not want a repeat of the Victorian
priorities, and to provide all parties with some certainty ofexperience here, so community consultation will have to play
marine resource allocation. Areas of importance for habitad key part.
marine biodiversity protection will be identified through this  Certainly, a public participation program for marine
process, as will areas of commercial and/or recreationgrotected areas has been developed to fully inform and help
importance. engage the community in the development of both marine
The 2001-02 state budget allocated an extra $900 000 ovgfans and marine protected areas, and we look forward to
the next three years to progress the implementation of thgorking with the community in the development of those
marine estuarine strategy, particularly the development aharine protected areas in due course.
marine protected areas. The implementation of the marine Mr HILL: | refer again to point 10.5 and to the highlight
planning framework is commencing with the preparation ofrelating to the smoky vehicle program. | also refer to an
a marine plan for the mid and upper Spencer Gulfin 2001-0Zarticle from theAdvertiser of 11 June this year which was
This area is seen as having sufficient complexity to servicairly critical of the EPA's activities in this area and which
a pilot project to assist in the development of subsequenstates in part:
refinement of the marineé pIann!ng framewo_rk. The timing of The Environment Protection Agency is reporting fewer people
the subsequent marine plans will be determined from, | guesfyr driving polluting cars than in previous years, blaming a lack of
the lessons that were learned through doing the pilot plan arsfaff. With less than a month to go this financial year, the EPA has
the areas of importance to the habitat and biodiversityeported 166 people for driving smoky vehicles compared to 358 in
conservation identified in the marine plans will then be 99-2000.
examined in more detail for suitability as marine protected/Ve all know that the EPA has limited resources, but can the
areas. minister say what kind of priority the EPA will give to smoky
Therefore, the marine planning program will foreshadowehicle detection in the next financial year and what re-
and also help to form the marine protected area program argpurces are in the budget to ensure that this is followed up?
be an integral part of that. In order that the marine protected TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Certainly, the smoky vehicle
areas program can progress through an informed angrogram is continuing, to my knowledge at the same level of
comprehensive consultation process, the government igsources, so no fewer resources are proposed over the next
considering its policy framework for this representativel2 months than over the past 12 months. There is no reason
system. This will include the testing of these policies inwhy fewer vehicles have been reported. We had a look at that
development of pilot marine protected areas in the 2001-02rticle when the matter was raised. We obviously asked
year. questions such as, ‘Why is that?’ It is difficult to put a finger
TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: My next question is in onareason as to why fewer were reported. To some degree,
relation to National Parks and Wildlife, output class 2,itis a matter of chance as to whether or not the officer comes
Portfolio Statement, page 10.9. The statement indicates thatross a smoky vehicle during his daily travels. To some
a target this year is to progress marine protected areas dégree, some chance is involved as to whether or not they
South Australia. On behalf of my colleague the member fodiscover a smoky vehicle or whether or not it is referred to
Flinders, can the minister indicate what resources arthe agency.
provided for this initiative and what level of community =~ The EPA smoky vehicle program continues to provide
consultation will occur prior to marine protected areas beingupport to the mandatory requirements specified in the Road
designated? Traffic Act, which is administered by SA Police and Trans-
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: In 1998, the South Australian port SA. We understand that Transport SA is currently
government released its marine and estuarine strategy whidboking at the smoky vehicles program to see whether there
outlines its commitment to developing a representativés any reason behind those figures. The resources are
system of marine protected areas. The 2001-02 state budgmgrtainly there, as far as our agency is concerned. | think we
allocated an extra $900 000 over the next three years torobably have to go back four or five years to see how the
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figures have varied. They may have varied by that much iguality in Adelaide is fairly good. However, at times, it can
previous years—but | have not yet asked for that brief.  deteriorate, particularly during dust storms and in summer
Mr HILL: I refer now to the targets for 2001-02. The first when ozone concentrations rise.
of those targets is the air quality index for Adelaide. | also There can also be localised problems in some areas. For
refer to the highlight for 2000-01 which is ‘implemented the instance, with our wind conditions, quite often the Adelaide
air in EPM’. Can the minister give the committee somesmog (if it forms) is picked up by the wind and dumped
details of those programs? In particular, can he indicat¢hroughout Elizabeth and the Barossa. So, that can create
whether or not smell is a factor to be taken into account in theome issues for people. The additional cost of providing an
air quality index? Also, where will the monitoring take place, air quality index is around $11 000, and that is through
and which sites will be monitored? available funding. | have just been given some information
| refer to his answer to a question on notice and areply tin relation to monitoring sites. The continuing work of
question No. 16 in relation to a number of foundries wheraupgrading Adelaide’s air quality monitoring network will
problems with air pollution had occurred. In the case ofinclude the construction of a new monitoring station and
Castalloy, 200 people had complained; in the case of Hensldgcility at Port Noarlunga, which might be of interest to the
Industries, | think 115; and Mount Barker Products, 50. Therenember. The exact location has not yet been determined.
are some key points in the landscape where air pollution is The EPA aims to begin installation of a new monitoring
a problem. site by the end of this year. It will begin operation in early
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | wanted to check whether odour 2002. Other sites where monitoring equipment will be
was one of the criteria in relation to the air quality index. linstalled include Netley, Hope Valley, Elizabeth, Northfield
have given an answer to the House previously in questioand Kensington. Monitoring is being conducted at Gawler on
time on the air quality index. The air quality index has beeran exploratory basis. The station at Port Noarlunga will
developed by EPAs in other states, namely, New South Walesonitor a large range of air pollutants, including ozone and
and Victoria. The air quality index is a way of providing the oxides of nitrogen. The data collected from the station will
community with information about the air quality in the city. provide information on how to better manage air quality in
The data collected by the air quality monitoring equipmentAdelaide’s large and complex airshed from Gawler to Port
at the various locations are processed electronically and théxoarlunga. Once the monitoring site is available, as | said,
summarised as an air quality index, which is published in thét will be on the EPA web site.
media on a daily or twice daily basis. Depending on how Mr HILL: | refer now to the target relating to the
sophisticated the equipment is, it could be put on the internehtegrated waste strategy, and | also refer to a question and
or on radio stations so that people can keep track of what i@nswer provided in Estimates Committee B last week when
happening with air quality. Minister Laidlaw was talking about planning permission
A network of ambient air monitoring stations has beengiven to landfill sites. When asked a question about Kalbeeba
established in Adelaide, and they are capable of measurinig the northern suburbs, the minister commented that, while
concentrations of the various pollutants of interest inthe government had a strategy to limit—have one, | think—
assessing air quality. From memory, in metropolitan Adelthe number of sites in the northern suburbs, in fact there is a
aide, basically from Onkaparinga through to Gawler, we haveroliferation of them. She makes the point that it is the right
15 sites that monitor air. The establishment of this networlof developers and the legal profession to test the limit of what
is part of our requirement under NEPA to which the membetheir clients may wish to pursue in relation to Kalbeeba
referred in his question. This network also allows thepursuing its rights to have that dump. Is there a problem with
development of an air quality index for Adelaide based orthe integrated waste strategy in terms of the range of landfill
these NEPA standards. | am advised that a national workshaites which are in the process of being developed and
will be held in November, and | understand that the issue oépproved; and what can the government do to limit the
odour will be discussed in relation to air quality. | understanchumber of sites so that there is some sort of rationality in the
that they are trying to get some uniformity with the stategprocess?
about how they measure this air quality issue, and that will TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The key thing about waste is
provide some guidance about whether we need to includeying to reduce the amount that, ultimately, goes to landfill,
odour as a criterion in the index. However, my understandingvhich is why we have released our waste EPP. It looks at
of it as we speak today is that odour is not an issue. Whilevays of reducing the amount going to landfill long-term,
unpleasant, odour does not necessarily represent health risihich, to me, seems to be the key point. The planning issues
and the air quality index is more a guide to health risk tharto which Minister Laidlaw refers, obviously are best dealt
necessarily the unpleasantness of it. However, having visitedith by planning, but we have put out a draft EPP in relation
some of the areas to which the member refers, | know tho waste. In that particular EPP, we have looked at restricting
issue. | was Minister for Industry and Trade when the Mounthe type of material that, ultimately, can go to landfill and we
Barker foundry issue arose, so | am aware of the issues. have also looked at trying to change community behaviour,
The EPA is trialing an air quality index for Adelaide and over time, so that industries can develop, because what does
will make that available to the media once the in-housenot go to landfill provides an opportunity for a recycling
testing has been completed. We had it publicly displayed omdustry to develop.
a trial basis, to some extent, with an air monitoring machine Again we are trying to bring the community with us by
in Rundle Mall during World Environment Day. The index grandfathering certain actions, if you like, or putting time
will be published on our environmental reporting web site frames on certain actions, which gives the business
together with other relevant information on air quality. Thecommunity time to change its behaviours and to think up
air quality index for Adelaide will be derived in the same way other ways of either packaging materials or using other
as used in Melbourne; that is, there will be a five-grade scalmaterials for packaging, or whatever, and reduce landfill.
from very poor to very good and colours will be used toCertainly landfill will be an ongoing issue for government
represent different grades of air quality. Generally the aifong term. The increasing cost of landfill, of course, will
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mean that some products, which used to be uneconomical & we have, without carefully managing the beach and the
recycle because it was cheaper to dump them, will be cheapprotection of it. | have been interested in comparisons
to recycle and therefore will produce a market to recyclebetween Adelaide’s situation and that of Alexandria in Egypt
them. and Tel Aviv in Israel. | lived in both countries during 1993,
The fact that we have put out the discussion paper and aend both have similar problems with extensive beaches and
trying to put together the waste EPP is our portfolio’slarge populations living on the beach. | noted the minister’s
contribution to trying to develop the integrated waste strategplan for the long-term protection of our metropolitan
across government. We acknowledge that there are songeastline and | wonder if he could outline the objectives of
issues with some of the landfill sites, but again they are beinthe Adelaide Coastal Waters Study referred to on page 10.5
appropriately managed through the various agencies. of the Portfolio Statement. | am sure that many of my
Mr HILL: This is really a supplementary question; theconstituents in Waite would be interested to know what we
point | make is that, if you have a range of landfill sites allare doing.
competing for business and the amount of business is TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | notice that the honourable
shrinking, either some of them will go out of business andmember mentioned coastal areas of other countries and how
then we will have semi-filled landfill sites on the landscapethey compare to Adelaide. Every coastline is different
or they may undertake practices which are not in the bediecause of the nature of the climate, the nature of storm
interest of the environment or may be illegal practices in, foevents, the depth of the ocean floor and the amount of
example, an effort to get more waste into their sites so thateagrass: all those sorts of issues mean that the government
they can increase throughput. It seems to me that there is afithe day in those countries needs to adopt different manage-
inherent danger if you have a strategy to reduce landfill anchent strategies for each coast. There was some media
you have a lot of landfill sites competing for the availablecomment recently about a Danish system—if | recall—that
business. | think that is an unstable economic environmergne of the radio stations was proposing might be used for
which will have consequences for the environment. TheAdelaide. In actual fact, there is a whole range of issues that
minister has a target of 70 per cent, which | agree is amay mean that that particular system will not work on our
admirable target. Why not include that as one of thecoast, whereas it may well work on the Gold Coast or some
minister’s output descriptors in terms of measuring how thef the eastern states’ coastline, because each coastline is quite
department is going? For instance, this year itis 50 per centinique in the way that storm events, the seagrasses and the
next year we are aiming for 55 per cent and so on. tidal movements combine to put certain pressures on the
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: It is not a performance measure coastal environment.
of government per se. That 70 per cent target is a perform- So, it is not quite as simple as some of those in the media
ance measure for the whole community. Certainly governwould have us believe. That is why we have gone down the
ment policy helps drive it, but government policy is not thepath of having the Adelaide Coastal Waters Study. The
sole driver. Of course, we would monitor it. Landfill sites arecoastal waters and ecosystem adjacent to metropolitan
licensed, therefore they are subject to monitoring and, indeeddelaide have been severely impacted over time by industrial
some of the changes we are putting forward through the EP§ewage and stormwater discharges. This has, in part, resulted
are as a result of their monitoring sites. We have found thatn loss of seagrass: the department estimates that some 4 000
in certain circumstances, not everything has been going dgectares of seagrass may have been lost over the last 30
well as it could. We have tried to address some of thosgears. What that then means is that you have a significant
issues by changing the way in which the levy was adminisincrease in sand movement because the seagrass is not
tered to try to bring in some tighter measurement. There wereolding the sand in place. It also means that, with more sand
concerns with that. movement, there is more sand within the water and that is
In relation to having a number of sites, you have tothrown against the reefs and, therefore, you get more
balance that off against the danger of having only one sitejegradation of the reef system. A good example of that is if
which creates a monopoly. Then you have an issue with ratg®u look at the Noarlunga reef: one side has suffered more
being charged and all those sort of issues. As the marketegradation, partly due to sand.
shrinks, people will make a judgment about that and if they You have issues of algal blooms and also of water quality
decide to leave the landfill, then there is a system in place, as general. Many of these issues we think are linked and,
| understand it, where a rehabilitation plan will need to betherefore, how you manage one issue can certainly impact on
developed. Landfill sites all around the state are now beinthe other issues that we have raised. Our understanding of
properly rehabilitated and managed. | think the Lynton dumphow different components of the ecosystem of Adelaide
at Mitcham is one— interact is very limited and, therefore, attempting to manage
Mr Hill interjecting: the system effectively without a better understanding can
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: What if they go bankrupt? | am present some difficulties, and there is a risk that we could
not sure what the procedure is. | might ask Mr Allan Holmesmake decisions that may need to be revisited because we do
whether he knows what the procedure is. | am advised thatot necessarily have a full understanding of the issues. So, we
there is a section under the act where we ask for bonds imave decided that we will undertake an Adelaide Coastal
relation to the landfill, so that we can try to protect againsWater Study. The aim of the study is to develop some
that. effective and scientifically based tools that can be used with
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | am interested in the issue some confidence for the sustainable management of what is
of our coastal waters and our metropolitan beaches. | would very complex ecosystem.
like to ask the minister a question, under the Environmentand The study is supported by a number of key stakeholders
Heritage portfolio, about environmental protection. It iswho have pledged $2.1 million to fund the work, so a
Portfolio Statement, page 10.5. | am particularly interestedubstantial body of work is being planned. Those involved
in this because, clearly, the government and everybody iare, obviously, our agencies through the EPA, Transport SA,
Adelaide recognises that you cannot have a city on a beacthe Patawalonga, Onkaparinga and Torrens Catchment Water
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Management Boards, the Coast Protection Board, TXUhe values and issues of the park, a community reference
Torrens Island, Mobil Refining Australia, SA Water, the group has been established consisting of the City of Mitcham,
Local Government Association, the SA Fishing Industrythe Patawalonga Catchment Water Management Board, the
Council and the Conservation Council. So, a diverse groupriends of Brownhill Creek and the local residents associa-
of people is helping with this study. tion. Highlights of the plan will include the recommendation

The study will be in three stages. The first stage willfor the development of a cooperative management framework
involve the preparation of detailed specifications for thebetween National Parks and Wildlife SA, the City of
research or investigative components stage of the study. Stalygtcham and the catchment board.
two consists of undertaking a large number of interlink Inthe interim, National Parks and Wildlife SA is working
research studies predominantly undertaken by South Ausvith the council and the catchment board to develop agreed
tralian-based research organisations. Stage three will entaitrategies for addressing both the weed and recreation
the synthesis of research and investigative work into a suitmanagement in the park. Options for resourcing rehabilitation
of tools that can be used by managers and regulatorsf the creek and the upgrade of the road will be considered
including the partners in the study, to ensure that decisionsnce the priorities for future management have been identi-
that are made are ecologically sustainable. fied through the management planning process.

The decision to proceed to stages two and three will |know that woody weed removal is a concern to all those
depend on what stage one tells us and the availability ofvho visit Brownhill Creek and that has continued using funds
sufficient funds to undertake the work. The CSIRO Environ-from the Patawalonga Catchment Water Management Board
ment Projects Office was selected through an open tendéor contractors. Itis also being undertaken through a prisoner
process to project manage the study, and CSIRO has haebrk program, which is a joint initiative of National Parks
considerable experience in project managing large andnd Wildlife and the Department for Correctional Services,
complex ecological studies of this type. The cost of undertakutilising money from the Greater Mount Lofty Parklands,
ing stage one is about $120 000 and it was commenced ivurrebilla and district operating budgets. As | mentioned
2001 and should be completed by November this year.  earlier, the management plan will identify a management

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | move on to the issue of framework between council and the management board and
national parks and wildlife and ask the minister a questiornincreased funding opportunities, which the member is
about Brownhill Creek. The minister is probably not sur-obviously chasing. They will be identified through the
prised to hear me asking about Brownhill Creek, because\arious partnerships raised in the plan.
have been badgering the poor minister, along with the Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | thank the minister for that
Minister for Water Resources, about this for some time. reply and appreciate the work that he has done on that issue.
should declare an interest because | live about 400 metrésnove on to the issue of National Parks and Wildlife on Eyre
from the creek in Mitcham, and itis a treasured asset to us iReninsula because a lot of my constituents are interested in
Waite. A lot of my constituents are very concerned about itwhat is going on state-wide, not just in our own patch, and
My question relates to Portfolio Statements, budget paper Barticularly in the area of biodiversity and protection of
page 10.9. | note and draw to the attention of the committeaatural wildlife. The member for Flinders, my colleague, has
that the minister kindly took action some time ago to get aasked me to raise this with the minister.
management plan in place for Brownhill Creek, and a lot of | refer to output class 2, National Parks and Wildlife at
good work has been done by his department. | wish | ha#ortfolio Statements, budget paper 5, page 10.9, which deals
been able to get as much from the Minister for Waterwith the Ark on Eyre project to enable conservation of
Resources—I am still after him for some money in terms othreatened species and deals with the involvement of the
the Patawalonga catchment board and fixing up the woodgommunity to get that project to full fruition. Could the
weeds. But, once the management plan is finished, there wiltpinister tell us what resources have been provided and what
no doubt, be opportunities to revisit that with the Minister foroutcomes are sought in respect of the Ark on Eyre project, in
Water Resources. Could the minister explain to the commitparticular, the involvement of local groups such as bird
tee what the future funding plans are over the next three yeaggsoups and community groups in the success of the project?
for rehabilitation of Brownhill Creek, including plans and  The Hon. |.F. EVANS: The Ark on Eyre program aims
works, so that | can inform my constituents? to establish recovery programs for priority populations of

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | take the opportunity to con- threatened flora and fauna populations across the Eyre
gratulate the member for Waite. He has been very passionaBeninsula. Lincoln National Park, Coffin Bay National Park
in his representations to both me as Minister for the Environand the Venus Bay Conservation Park are focus areas for the
ment and also the Minister for Water Resources in relatioprogram development.
to Brownhill Creek. The member for Waite and | took the  The recovery efforts for bilbies, brush-tailed bettongs and
opportunity to visit Brownhill Creek and walk over it so that stick-nest rats have already been successful or are well under
he could make representations to me about the various issuegy on Eyre Peninsula and its offshore islands. This program
that confront the local residents in relation to it. | congratulatewill continue to be expanded over the next year, which | think
also the local community. There was a very good rotarywill please the member for Waite and, indeed, the member
project of the Mitcham Rotary Club, if my memory serves mefor Flinders. Locally threatened populations of Mallee fowl,
right. Certainly, there was a very strong rotary andyellow-tailed black cockatoos and several species of threat-
community presence doing some work within the Brownhillened plants have recently been added to this regional focus.
Creek area. The program intends to reintroduce brush-tailed bettongs,

So, as a result of the member for Waite’s good work inMallee fowls and tammar wallabies to the Lincoln National
that area, we have started to develop a management plan f@ark in 2001-02.

Brownhill Creek. It is currently under development. As  Education and increased awareness has enabled
anticipated, the draft plan will be available for public community groups to become more proactive in biodiversity
comment in October 2001. To assist in the identification otonservation. This has enabled many community groups to
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access a broad range of funding sources, either independently The Hon. | .F. EVANS: If cabinet and then parliament

or in partnership with government agencies. In additionsign off on an act that requires different duties or structures,
corporate sponsorship and other fundraising efforts haveas the minister would have to follow what parliament
expanded the Ark on Eyre concept to ensure that the variougsquires of us in restructuring our finances to reflect whatever
projects continue. Membership in one community group—thect the parliament delivers. All | am saying is that we are still
Friends of the Southern Eyre Peninsula—has grown fromvorking through the process. | understand that the authority
30 to 50 families in 12 months as a direct result of the Ark orlevel will be considering drafting instructions in July and
Eyre projects. | think that is a good example of a growing$20 000 has been allocated to work through the process. A
interest in matters environmental throughout the broadgudgment will then be made as to what else needs to be done
community. once parliament has dealt with it.

There are 28 community groups and six regional schools Mr HILL: | refer to output classes 1, 2 and 3. | note that
that are involved in the biodiversity projects to date. This, loutput class 1 has $9.26 million (last year it was
think, is unprecedented involvement for this particular regior$9.8 million); output class 2 has $11.25 million (last year it
in biodiversity conservation. Activities include on-ground was $4.46 million); and output class 3 has $5 million (last
works, fencing, baiting, monitoring, survey and revegetatioryear it was $6.21 million and the year before it was
activities. $9.288 million). The total budget is perhaps even greater than

The Port Lincoln Bird Club and the Southern Eyre Bird that but there are variations between the lines. Can the
Group are strongly supportive and have been involved in theninister explain why those variations have occurred?
yellow-tailed black cockatoo and the southern emu wren TheHon. |.F. EVANS: In relation to your second
recovery program and will be involved in the bush stonequestion, in an earlier statement in the House you stated that
curlew program about to get under way in the Venus Bayhere was a minor reduction for output 1.1—Environment
Conservation Park. Hundreds of volunteers are now involve@rotection  strategies—from the 2000-01 budget of
in the Ark on Eyre, and it is a credit to the Eyre Peninsula$9.8 million to the 2001-02 budget of $9.26 million (I think
community that it has embraced this program. I think it is &t is on page 10.26 of the 2001-02 Portfolio Statement and
good example of how the agency has tried to get a lot closgrage 10.25 of the 2000-01 Portfolio Statement). The response
to the community and involve the community in variousto the question is complex and, to put it in context, it needs
programs and, certainly, the Ark on Eyre project has been g be emphasised that budget estimates are based on the best
huge success in that regard. available information as at the end of March and well in

Mr HILL: | refer to the target for 2001-02: implement advance of the end of the financial year.
changes arising from amendment of the Environment The Department for Environment and Heritage provides
Protection Act 1993. Can the minister advise when thein indicative estimation of the output costs in the 2000-01
amended act will be introduced into parliament, and howbudget papers, which was affected by the transitional nature
much money has been allocated in this year’'s budget for itsf the budget transfers between DEH and the departments of
implementation? water resources and industry and trade—which are not

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: In relation to the Environment concluded until well into the new financial year 2001-02. So,
Protection Act, that process commenced in 1999 and thiéhere are a whole heap of transfers that need to be done as a
inquiry into environment protection of South Australia by theresult of the change in portfolio structure. The complexity of
ERD also commenced in 1999. | will not go through thethe budget adjustments between portfolios was highlighted
reasons for the review because | think members of thén the 2000-01 portfolio statements on pages 10.41 and 10.44.
committee are well aware of them. Various discussion papefs particular, your attention is drawn to page 10.41 of last
have been released and | am advised that the initial draftingear’'s Portfolio Statement, which stated:
|nst_ruct|0ns are Ilk_ely to be Con_SIdered by the author!ty The numbers reflected in the financial statement should also be
during July. Assuming that they sign off on them, they will considered transitional as discussions are continuing between the
then be referred to me for consideration. About $20 000 halevant departments to determine the appropriate level of resources

been a”ocated in the 2001-02 budget for Consultanoﬁo be transferred with the functions. The allocations outlined in the
purposes output net expenditure summary should be treated as indicative as

. . . the figuring is based on broad cost methodologies for overheads and
Mr HILL: What is the cost for the implementation of the transitional nature of the budget transfers between the respective
legislative change? portfolios following restructuring.

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | am not sure what you mean Accordingly, the actual allocation to individual outputs within
because it all happens within the chamber. the environment protection output class in 2000-01 Budget
Mr HILL: As a supplementary question, will the minister Papers is not entirely consistent with 2001-02 Budget Papers.
advise if there are any implications for the budget of changing The 2000-01 budget expenditure for the environment
the Iegislation and is there an allocation for those addition%rotection Output class does not alter when the numbers are
costs? adjusted for consistency. However, the split between the
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: As | said, the EPA is expecting individual output does with output 1.1 having a re-based
to consider drafting instructions in July and $20 000 has beebudget of some $7.7 million, output 1.2 being $6.17 million,
allocated to this process in the 2001-02 budget. and output 1.3 recast to $6.8 million. The format of the
Mr HILL: I will leave it at that. The point is that there budget papers does not provide this level of detail for the
does not seem to be any money for putting in new infrastruc2000-01 budget. A table summarising changes has been
ture if that is what you are going to do. If the new act isprepared and | will give it to the chair for distribution for the
introduced, which says that you have to do a different rangenember’s information. When the expenditure profile is
of things or have a different structure or duties, presumablwpdjusted for consistency, environment protection (output 1.1)
that will cost money. That is the question that | am asking thénas an increased budget from 2000-01 primarily because the
minister. expenditure of $3.4 million is included for the national action
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plan for salinity and water quality and increased expenditureninister explain that huge variation between last year and this
of $0.3 million is included for waste packaging covenant.year?
This is partially offset by the coast and marine management TheHon. |.F. EVANS; What were the lines?

output (output 2.2), which has a budget of some $2 million, Mr HILL: The minister may have answered it in his
being moved from the environment protection output clasgrevious reply. With regard to the output revenue, there is a
to the national parks and wildlife output class. Coast ané4 mijllion line in this year's budget, and last year there was
marine is a major area of emphasis and the government hgses 000. It is just a huge difference.

projected expenditure of about $7.2 million in the 2001-02  The Hon. I.F. EVANS: We will have to look at that and

budget. _ provide the honourable member with a response.

The movement of the coast and marine outputto the new \r HILL: As a follow-up question, the total of net
output class national parks and wildlife reflects the structurabypenses for this year for output class 1 is $12.21 million and
changes that have occurred within DEH in the 2000-01 yeahe net expenses for last year totalled $13.59 million. Does
to achieve a single focus for the conservation of terrestriakpis not mean a reduction of government effort over the
marine and cultural landscapes of the state, to group relevagrse of that 12 months?
agency programs under a clearly recognisable banner, thatis, +1.a Hon. | E. EVANS: If the honourable member looks
national parks and wildlife, and to group services utlllsmgat a previous answer | gave, he will see that late in that

similar professional skills and service delivery mechanisms, g ver | talked about the difference in projected carry-overs
If this expenditure were still included in the environmenty .o the two years. There is a difference of about
protection output class (output 1.1—Environment protect|on)$2l5 million in carry-overs. It is really just a carry-over

the change in expenditure would be a growth of $5.2 million.yitte rence that creates that issue. That is clarified, and the

Clearly, this represents a major commitment to environme onourable member can refer to ithtansard

protection. L o MrsMAYWALD: Page 10.5 of the Portfolio Statements
Outputs 1.2 and 1.3, namely ‘environment protection’ andyayes reference to the Environment Protection Agency

‘environment protection compliance services', have beeRgaplishing a greater presence in regional areas of South
subject to a number of changes. The reduction in expenditurg ,stralia. What is envisaged?

of around $2 million against output class 1.3, ‘environment TheHon. | E EVANS: On our various visits to the

protection monitoring and evaluation’, and commensurate b for Chaffey’s electorate with our community
Increase e}galszt output 1.2 ‘environment protection compl!- abinets, the issue has always been raised of greater presence
ance services’, reflects internal restructures associated wi the EPA in regional areas to service not only her electorate
the Mount Lofty watershed office and some $2 million belngbut other electorates nearby. We are pleased to be able to say

allocated to the investigation enforcement functions. Thq .
o hat we have allocated $360 000 per year to provide a greater
2000-01 expeqted result for output 1.2 ‘environment prqtecfegional presence. Of course thepEIg/A is kegn to impr%ve its
tion and compliance services’ has increased by $6.2 mﬂhm%/ "
i

L erformance in regional South Australia, as well as meeting
compared to a rebased 2000-01 budget. This is due to a carty: P oy .
over from 1999-2000 of over $3.5 million and the aforemen-© responsibilities still within the metropolitan area. We have

. - ; Iready established an office in Mount Gambier and, of
tioned transfer between the outputs of $2 million assomate@ourse the Mount Lofty Ranges catchment, and we are now
with the Mount Lofty watershed office. ' ;

) o seeking to establish at least a third office. A number of the
The subsequent reduction of $1.2 million in the 2000-Okegjons that would benefit from a regional presence are now
budget compared with the 2001-02 budget is because of a§bing considered. The Murray Bridge council has certainly
improvement in the level of what is projected to carry overyajsed the issue of being considered for an office there.
the $1 million (approximately), a $2.5 million reduction |ndeed, a high number of local environmental issues are
between years, offset by an increase in expenditure of thgssociated with the River Murray and the surrounding areas;
EPASs regional presence, $.4 million, and the Chem Collechng at Murray Bridge, in particular, a piggery and abattoir
initiative, $.2 million, an indicative allocation to the output |icences and dairy effluent are all major issues confronting
class of approximately $.5 million to provide for cost ihe community that need to be dealt with.
pressures and enterprise bargaining. | hope that clarifies the Importantly, if it goes at Murray Bridge (and that decision

matter for the honourable member. ~ has yet to be taken) we are looking to see the best way that
Mr HILL: | appreciate the minister's explanation, we could also expand the office’s role into the Riverland area,
because it highlights the difficulty these budget papergsing Murray Bridge as a launching pad or a base so that they
present for anybody trying to work out what is going on fromean go into other areas in the Riverland and provide services.
one yea.r tO.another, eSpECIally when that is overlaid with &Vith a Strong growing rural economy_and the member for
reorganisation of the department. Each of the four years ¢haffey would acknowledge that the Riverland area has been
have been sitting here asking questions, there has beenegperiencing reasonably good economic times of late—issues
reorganisation of the minister’s department and a substantig|;ch as gas guns and the like need to be managed. So, a
change in the budget papers in the middle of it. I am noktronger regional presence—whether it be at Murray Bridge
criticising the minister for it; it is just a fact of life. It is  or elsewhere—will assist in helping those rural councils and
difficult to understand what is going on. communities deal with those issues within their community.
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: That is why we have a fullday  we are pleased to say that $360 000 extra per year will be
of estimates committees—so that we can clarify what is goingvailable for a regional presence. We still have not yet
on. decided the format of where that will be, although we will
Mr HILL: That is right, and | appreciate the answer. ldoing so pretty soon. One of our priorities is to try to get
refer to page 10.25, output class 1. Output revenue for theome greater regional presence of the EPA through the
coming budget is estimated at $4 million compared withMurray Bridge/Riverland area, because we are aware that the
output revenue for the previous budget of $265 000. Can theommunity has to manage significant issues in that area. We
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recognise that there needs to be an EPA presence somewhstategy. In addition to the foregoing, regional natural
within the area. resource management plans, when completed at the end of
Mrs MAYWALD: Salinity concerns all of us in South 2001, will provide the basis for a broad range of actions to
Australia, and the Portfolio Statements (page 10.23) refer taddress salinity and water quality issues in priority national
the commencement of initiatives associated with the nationalction plan areas.
action plan for salinity and water quality. Will the minister ~ MrsMAYWALD: My next question follows on from the
outline the government funding commitments and the areasecond question and it is in relation to the integrated natural
of priority that are to be tackled under this national actionresource management. | refer to output class 8, covered in
plan? Portfolio Statement, page 10.23. Output class 2 of the
TheHon. |.F. EVANS. As the member has a strong Portfolio Statements makes reference to the management,
interest in this issue and has followed it very closely, she&onservation and sustainable use of the state’s resources.
would no doubt be aware that on 8 June this year the state aftecently the government released a draft integrated natural
commonwealth governments signed the first bilateratesource management bill for public consultation, which bill
agreement under the national action plan for salinity andhas been received with mixed response from the community.
water quality. Under this agreement the state and commorWill the minister advise the House of the outcome of that
wealth have each committed $93 million until June 2007consultation and whether resources have been committed to
towards action to address the effects of salinity on agriculthis initiative?
tural production, biodiversity infrastructure and to improve  TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Since the government approved
water quality in critical areas such as the River Murray andhe public consultation process on the draft integrated natural
the Mount Lofty Ranges watershed. The program focusesesource management (INRM) bill on 17 February, nine
heavily on a regional and community-based approach, whictegional INRM consultation meetings have been held at
I know the honourable member would support. RegionaMannum, Padthaway, Kingscote, Mount Barker, Wudinna,
groups have been established in each of the priority regions-Balaklava, Berri, Port Augusta and Urrbrae. The objects of
that is, the lower Murray, the South-East, Mount Lofty the sessions were to provide information and clarification
Ranges, Kangaroo Island and the northern agriculturadbout the draft INRM bill and allow the community to
districts—and are developing integrated national resourceontribute thoughts and ideas about how the draft bill could
management plans that will form the basis of investmenbe improved. During the consultation period between mid
strategies to tackle salinity and water quality issues. February and the end of March and the period that has
In addition, the national action plan funding will be followed, about 138 written submissions have been received.
provided early in 2001-02 in advance of the regional plans fol hese submissions were in the main largely supportive of the
actions which are clearly a state or regional priority andapproach proposed by the draft bill.
which are at the implementation stage. Within this contextthe As part of the consultation process, comments and issues
government is strongly committed to actions to tacklethat have been raised include those concerning expanding the
salinity, an insidious problem that has degraded approximatecope of the bill to specifically include reference to coastal
ly 410 000 hectares of land within this state, as well asnarine and estuarine areas; areas of geological value;
threatening water quality in the Murray River and otherclarification of the relationship with other natural resource
watercourses. Priority salinity programs and actions to benanagement acts; the criteria for the membership of the
funded early in 2001-02 include the following: INRM groups; and clarification of the relationship of the state
investigations of salt interception works such as Chowillanatural resource management plan and the regional natural
ground water control scheme to be accelerated antbsource management plans. So, there has been a long and
negotiations with the Murray-Darling Basin Commission reasonably intense consultation process, and the government
to be progressed to determine appropriate fundinggencies are now looking at all the issues raised with a view
arrangements and allocation of salinity credits, at arto bringing the bill back to the various ministers for further
estimated cost this next year of about $1 million; consideration.
the protection and enhancement of the highly significant Mr HILL: | want now to turn in output class 11 to four
wetland complex in the upper South-East as part of ther five issues that have been raised with me by members of
upper South-East dry land salinity and flood managemerihe public. The first relates to the recycling of plastic waste
scheme, at an estimated cost for the next year ofroducts; that is, containers for soft drinks, strawberries,
$3 million; biscuits and those kinds of things. A constituent contacted me
salinity mapping of targeted areas using aerial electromagsaying she is very frustrated that not all these plastic contain-
netic survey technigues as an important component afrs have appropriate recycling codes, so she does not know
regional salinity planning, at an estimated cast for the nextow to deal with them. Will the government consider
year of $3.8 million; introducing legislation to ensure that all plastic containers in
existing on-ground works relating to salinity and waterSouth Australia are suitably labelled and, if not, why not?
quality in the Mount Lofty Ranges, Kangaroo Island and TheHon. |.F. EVANS: What do you mean by ‘suitably
northern agricultural districts region are to be acceleratedabelled’?
at an the estimated cost over the next year of $2 million; Mr HILL: Labelled with the recycling code—the type of
and plastic—so you know what to do with it when recycling.
a range of support mechanisms including salt action TheHon.|.F. EVANS: If you send me a copy of the
teams, information management and research and devéétter | am happy to consider it.
opment to be introduced at an estimated cost of Mr HILL: Idid.
$4 million. TheHon. |.F. EVANS. Send me another copy: | am
The foregoing actions will closely link with the strategic happy to further consider it. If you have sent me a copy of it,
policy frameworks provided through the South Australianl would have responded to it already.
Murray River salinity strategy and the state dry land salinity Mr HILL: | wrote:
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| write on behalf of my constituent . Mrs W is a committed There has been a local meeting of 200-plus residents who

recycler and finds it frustrating that not all plastic containers havehgye complained about the smell, in particular, coming from
appropriate recycling codes. Some items are well identified, otherﬁ1e foundry.

merely say ‘recyclable’, while other items have no identifying marks .
whatsoever. | would appreciate your advice regarding laws, The EPA has issued orders for the foundry to close doors

regulations and standards that might apply and what impedimentgnd windows to reduce odour levels by December this year.
if any, prevent suitable identification of all plastic packages. Hensley Industries has appealed those orders, | understand,
You kindly wrote back and said: to the ERD court. In the past year or so, | understand that half
Thank you for your letter. . To assist with Mrs W’s inquiry, | the management team from Hgnsley has gone; ‘fmd anumber
have included a fact sheet sourced from the resources recovery affiskilled workers who dealt with some of these issues were
recycling information directory produced by the Waste Managemensacked some years ago. | also understand that a Japanese
Committee _in 2000. | trust_ that th_iS_ fa(_:t sheet will assis_t Mrs W’SCompany was |00king at buymg the company but, once it
understanding of the plastic identification code numbering systenbecame aware of the residents’ concerns, it pulled out. The
Her comment to me is that she understood the problem; novesidents who came to see me raised a lot of issues about the
she wants to know what the solution is. She is very commitway in which this issue is being handled.
ted to recycling, but she cannot do it because the appropriate How satisfied is the minister with the way in which it has
coding is not on all the containers. There may well bebeen handled by the EPA? | also understand from the
interstate or international problems. residents that United States laws would not allow the process
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: We are happy to have another which is being used at Hensley to operate in the United
look at the practicalities of that. In some senses the debate &ates.
similar to some issues in relation to the container deposit TheHon. |.F. EVANS: As the member points out, the
legislation, in that a lot of the product would be imported, somatter is before a court. | do not know whether it is wise for
niche markets and cost to product sorts of issues arise. We aue to be discussing a matter that is before a court, other than
happy to look at it to see how practical that is, so if you sendo say that | know the EPA is certainly aware of the issue and
me Mrs W's letter again | will reconsider the issue and see think it has put in a genuine effort to try to manage and
what practicalities are in place that need to be workedesolve the issues. The company, of course—regardless of
through. My experience is that it will not be a simple matter.who owns it—has a democratic right to appeal to the court
Mr HILL: | appreciate the minister's answer on behalfand have the court hear the matter. That is the process
of Mrs W. | refer now to West Lakes and the scare thathrough which it is going. It is a difficult issue that all
happened earlier this year in relation to contamination in thgovernments face in trying to manage odour and noise issues
West Lakes area. | have in front of me a letter signed byvhen residential development follows industrial develop-
Julieanne Cheek on behalf of the West Lakes Residentsent. The government will continue to work through all the
Consultative Committee. The letter was a response to thissues with both the company and the community to try to
draft cabinet submission on the management of cadmiurfind the middle ground in the solutions. I do not know that |
contamination at West Lakes. The note states in part: can add much more, given that the matter is currently before
The Committee therefore requests that the EPA expand itd1€ Court.

investigation in the West Lakes affected areas to include the analysis Mr HILL: | now refer to an issue that is happening at
of hexavalent chromium, PAHs and dioxins. In addition, theKuitpo Forest. Thick correspondence was sent to me by Gary

Committee feels that the issue of airborne dust contamination has nghq Rosemary Goland from Meadows about the noise from

been dealt with adequately at this stage. Hence the Committ . - :
requests a protracted airborne monitoring program be instigated. Tﬁ@e sawmill at Kuitpo and their concerns about the lack of

should include, in addition to cadmium, the other pollutants@ction by the EPA in relation to the abatement of that noise.
previously identified. The Committee also notes that clear evidencks the minister aware of the issue and can he tell the commit-
eI e Couned e of ovarign of e gaund vatrce what acton e as aken to fespond o e concemns?

. ; : : " TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | am advised that the agency has

ing program of the aqu'fer_over a protracted period of time. been negotiating with the family concerned in relation to an
Can you tell the committee whether the EPA has acted ojgreement on a process that will be used to measure the noise
those concerns, and whether you are satisfied that all has begiitted by that particular enterprise. The advice to me is that
done that ought to be done in order to assure the citizens @here js some disagreement about the process that should be
West Lakes that their health and environment are not ifsed. The agency advises me that it is proposing to use what

danger? it terms ‘very standard measuring procedures’ for noise. The
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | have not seen that letter; | do family concerned may not necessarily agree with that process,
not know whether it is a letter to me or the agency. but the agency is still trying to negotiate with them to reach

Mr HILL: | am not sure. | can give you a copy of the some common ground on the way forward in relation to how
letter which is headed, ‘West Lakes Residents Consultativghe noise will be measured.
Committee response to the draft cabinet submission on Mr HILL: | refer to an article in theHills and Valley
management of cadmium contamination at West Lakes’. | amVlessenger on 14 June 2000 under the headline, ‘Weed sprays
not sure where it has been circulated. killing frogs’. The expert in the case was Professor Michael

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | think the process should be that Tyler. He was talking about the spraying of footpaths with a
you forward it through and | will look at it and give a reply. particular spray which he believed would get into the water

Mr HILL: I now refer to another pollution issue in the supply and into frogs. | asked the minister a question on this
western suburbs in relation to the Hensley foundry, which issue some time later and in response you said:
understand is owned by a US company. | have been contacted | am advised that the Mitcham Council uses only Roundup
by local residents who are concerned about air pollutiorBioactive, a ‘frog friendly’ herbicide with reduced surfactantasitis
coming from that particular foundry. They have told me thatthe surfactant that has the most effect on frogs.
they believe the technology in the foundry is 50 to 60 yeard have sent a copy of that answer to Mr Tyler. He said in
old and that something like 140 people are working theretesponse to me later last year:
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Sadly, the minister's response failed to advise you that th@nnum. These grants are available upon application by the
information that Roundup Bioactive is frog friendly comes from the group. About another 2 000 volunteers contribute through the
manufacturer Monsanto. The chemical was approved for use i i Al ; ;

Australia without any experimental work being undertaken on ational parks and wildlife consultative committees, camp
Australian species. ground hosts, overseas students and volunteers with the

Could the minister again take up this issue and have anoth%ﬁrl]?gl&% Zgglr?g; and the various other programs that exist

look at this chemical because, according to Professor Tyler, _
your advice is inaccurate? Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | now move on to the

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Given that the honourable formation of the Greater Mount Lofty Parklands—Yurre-

member has had that for over a year, it is surprising that hgilla—yvhich appears under output class 2, National Parks
has sat on it for a year and has not forwarded it through sg"d Wildlife Portfolio Statement, page 10.9. I have been most
that | could immediately deal with the matter. interested in this project, and the minister has been kind

. ; P enough to ask me to chair the stakeholder group involved in
doilxlg:r |lt_|rlllc_)v|:/ apologise for not sending it forward, but | am the matter, a task which | have enjoyed. | have been assisted

The Hon. I.F. EVANS: That response must be, | would in that by officers of jthe department, who are very profession-
guess, eight months old'. ’ al, an(_j t_he W_hol_e thing has progressed remarkably well. Can

Mr,HI LL: I am not sure when you responded the minister indicate what progress we have made now that

The Hon .I F. EVANS: Mike Tyler is a constitﬁent of the park has been announced, where we are at present with

D " dik that D tis of keen int ttthis initiative, and can he elaborate on his vision for the
avenport—and f knowthat Davenport IS of keen interestiq, .o including any ongoing financial commitment now that

the memberfor.Kaurna. Mike Tyler is renowned throughou!we are out of the starting gates and well on the way to
the world for his knowledge of frogs and if he has some stablishing this terrific parkland?

issues with my response then | am pleased the honourable )
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: In commencing the answer, |

member has raised them with me. | personally will contact X > .
Mike Tyler and quiz him on what the issue is. That wascommend the member for Waite for the excellent job he is

advice to me at the time. Now that you have raised the issuﬁ,omg as chair of our community consultation group (Stake-
eight months later, we will take it up with Mike Tyler to see N0lder Management Group, as we call it). The group meets

if we can clarify exactly what the circumstances are. bimonthly and is looking at some very difficult issues in

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | would like to ask a question re_Iat_ion to _trying to juggle comments in_ relation to the
biodiversity importance of our parks as against the recreation-

. ; I ; | use of our parks. Some of the recreational user groups on

2: National Parks and Wildlife, Portfolio Statements, pag . ;

10.09. | have discussed this matter with my colleague th&'€ Stakeholder ManagementGroup.lncIude. Bike SA, Wa]k
A, and Horse SA. They all have particular views on certain

member for Flinders who advised me that Friends of Park )
received grant funding from the South Australian govern/SSues and representation from other groups who have very

ment. As parks are an important issue to my constituents, strong biodiversity interests creates some strong debate. The

well as to those of the member for Flinders, | ask the minist%%?OUp needs to be carefully managed, and the member for

to provide an update of what community benefit is derive aite is doing a very good job _managing t_he Stake_holder
from these groups. anagement Group, and | certainly thank him for taking on

The Hon. |.F. EVANS: | know that both the honourable the role of chair.
member and the member for Flinders have a very keen Members will recall that in March this year I had much
interest in and support Friends of Parks. The Friends of Parkgeasure in launching the Greater Mount Lofty Parklands—
scheme in South Australia is indeed the country’s largesYurrebilla—at the Belair National Park. | take the opportuni-
voluntary support network for parks. | think that is a greatty again to thank the officers involved, because they have
credit to South Australia and to that particular group, whichoeen meeting fortnightly with me and 1 know it is a big
now has over 5 000 volunteers. In fact, | thought it was closefommitment of their time, but certainly the end result has
to 6 000 volunteers but my brief tells me 5 000—so we W|||JUSt|f|ed that level of involvement. The 20-year vision is for
trust 5 000. There are now some 107 friends groups withifiiture generations to have a second generation of parklands
the parks. Parks that receive assistance from friends ran@anECTEd by both recreational trails and/or biodiversity |In.|(S
from the metropolitan parks such as Scott Creek Conservaaroughout the Mount Lofty Ranges and beyond. The naming
tion Park to the vast landscapes of the Simpson Desert.  0f the Greater Mount Lofty Parklands—Yurrebilla—and the

Friends of Parks undertake a range of activities, includingn@nagement of it as one parkland will ensure that recreation-
revegetation programs, weed management, heritage Sit@pspr activities are balanceql with conservation and bloqllver-
erosion controls, signage, history, administrative and clericafity interests, a matter on which I have commented previous-
interpretation, wildlife, education and publicity projects. ly.
Statistics for the year 2000 show that these volunteers The governmentland committed to the parklands includes
contributed some 40 000 days of work, which is equivalenNational Parks and Wildlife SA reserves, water reserves,
to around $5 million in value of time through some 700forest reserves and Planning SA metropolitan open space
projects. That really is a fantastic result for the Friends ofand. The lands which have gone into the core announcement
Parks and it outlines their real commitment to our parkdotal in excess of 45 000 hectares, stretching from Aldinga
system year in year out. The friends are supported by Scrub Conservation Park in the south to Para Wirra Recrea-
Community Liaison Unit of National Parks and Wildlife tion Park in the north. | thought it was around 40 000
through individual park offices. Under the parks agendénhectares, but my brief says ‘45 000’. The government steering
program, which was launched in June 1997 and which aimsommittee coordinates the agency input to the parklands. This
to promote an increased community involvement in the parkss led by National Parks and Wildlife and is comprised of key
grants made to Friends of Parks groups by National Parks amdpresentatives from SA Water, the Department of Water
Wildlife SA were doubled from $30 000 to $60 000 per Resources, Forestry SA and Planning SA.
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Important issues which need to be taken into account whelneaded ‘Plans to cut waste water in the Murray River'. In that
managing the parklands include developing consisteriress release, he indicated that a draft policy was being
policies for fire, recreation and biodiversity, and developingooked at to consider providing that houseboats should keep
joint programs across agencies. A five year plan is currentlgn board all the grey water that they would otherwise spill
being developed for the parklands. The plan will recognisénto the Murray. Can the minister tell us where that policy is
the core role and responsibilities of each agency and wilat and whether there is any allocation in this budget to
facilitate a range of complementary and collaborativeémplement that policy?
programs. In 2000-01, some $260 000 was allocated to this TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Certainly, there are some
particular parklands strategy. In the coming year, | anallocations within the budget to deal with the water policy,
pleased to advise the member for Waite that we are allocatiragnd that houseboat issue is tied up with that policy. In relation
$500 000 to implement a range of projects. These project® the houseboat issue, there have been representations from
will include: the development of a zoning plan to assign corénouseboat groups with respect to possible filtering systems
values and principles to apply to each individual propertythat may achieve the same purpose. Rather than having to
within the broader framework; integrated fire planning acrosstore all the water on board, you may be able to use filtering
lands such as Para Wirra Recreation Park, Mount Crawforgystems to develop the water to an appropriate standard for
Forest and South Para Reservoir; ongoing funding to Nationaklease into the river. The houseboat industry raised some
Parks and Wildlife and the Department of Correctionalissues in relation to how you modify existing houseboats to
Services prisoner work programs for woody weed removasuddenly store that amount of water and those sorts of things.
and trail management programs; funding to support Inrelation to the houseboat issue, my understanding is that
community based biodiversity conservation programs; anthe houseboat industry groups were going to make some
addition of land to the parks in the Mount Lofty Ranges. representations on filtering systems to see how practical they

| am pleased to say that the first formal addition to theare in relation to adoption for their houseboats. But there is
Yurrebilla park will be announced this week in relation to a bit of an issue that governments will have to look at in
Scott Creek Conservation Park: we will be adding some lantelation to the modern-day houseboat. Some of them have
in there, and | know that the chair will have an interest in thatspas and dishwashers, etc. Those can use more aggressive
given that it is in his local electorate. Some 98 hectares ofhemical agents in them, and that does create some issues.
native vegetation is being added to the 625 hectare Scott In relation to the actual water policy, | am advised that we
Creek Conservation Park. They are the first formal additiongre currently assessing the submissions, and over the next six
as such. The first addition we announced was that theveeks the agency should be referring any proposed amend-
Blackwood Forest (in the electorate of Davenport) wouldments to the authority for its consideration. So, we have had
become part of the parklands to maintain this area as opéhe public consultation document, the agency has considered
space for the community. | am sure that the member fothe submissions and in the next six or eight weeks it should
Waite and the chair will recall that Blackwood Forest hasbe referring any proposed amendments to the EPA for
been an ongoing issue of some debate in the Mitcham hillsonsideration. It will go through the normal process from
for about 25 years. As the local member | was very pleasethere.
to announce that Blackwood Forest would become part of the Mr HILL: | refer to the recent action against Mobil for
Greater Mount Lofty Parklands and would be permanent opethe spillage that occurred a couple of years ago and the
space for the community to enjoy. $250 000 fine that was imposed. There was some discussion

Local government and the National Trust have also beei the media as to whether or not that was adequate. | also
invited to submit nominations for any land that they may wishunderstand that Mobil paid $1.1 million to clean up the spilt
to commit for the parklands’ framework. Local governmentoil. Did itin fact cover all the state clean-up costs in relation
has been asked whether they want to bring reserves under tigethat episode, or was there some cost to government in the
management of the Greater Mount Lofty Parklands; and thelean-up of the spill on the southern beaches?

National Trust, which has land throughout the Mount Lofty ~ The Hon. I.F. EVANS: You are saying that if there is any
Ranges, has also been asked whether it wishes to bring st to the whole of government we will have to do a whole
lands under that particular framework. Private landowneref government—

will, by invitation, be invited to nominate areas such as Mr HILL: In terms of cleaning up.

heritage agreements, sanctuaries and wildlife refuges in the TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Yes. We will have to do a whole
future. of government request and come back to you.

| believe that the Greater Mount Lofty Parklandsisavery Mr HILL: Perhaps | can put the question in a different
positive policy setting a 20-year vision, and | look forward way. Did Mobil's $1.1 million cover government expenses
to spending my time helping to deliver that particular projectas well as its own cleaning up expenses?
over the next 20 years. To have a second generation parkland The Hon. |.F. EVANS: You will have to refer that
around Adelaide helps again to badge Adelaide as ‘the Citguestion to the Minister for Transport because it is that
in a park’. It is another one of the great projects which thedgency that went through that process: you will have to refer
government has undertaken and | give credit to formethat to Minister Laidlaw.

ministers who went to the 1997 election with that particular ~ Can | clarify for the member an issue that he raised in a
policy. question previously? The issue in a previous question was in

relation to the increase in revenue for output 1.1 and it

[ Sitting suspended from 1.04 to 2 p.m] appeared that there was a discrepancy between years of
$4 200 000 or $4 260 000, or something like that. I am
Mr HILL: Prior to the luncheon adjournment, | was goingadvised that, primarily, that reflects the inclusion in the
through a number of issues in relation to the EPA and outpu2001-02 budget figuring of the commonwealth’s notional
class 1. My next question is in relation to the announcemennatching allocation to the DEH programs under the national
made by the minister on 5 January 2001 in a press releasetion plan for salinity and water quality; so, it is the revenue
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stream from the commonwealth for the national action planminister say where he stands on this issue and what involve-
Other major elements of the increase are the full year impactaent he has in this issue?

of the solid waste levies and the progressive introduction of TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | support the plan.

the weighbridges in councils receiving more than 10 000 Mr HILL: Are you concerned about the changes to the
tonnes at their landfills. So, there is some slightly greateRamsar status of the site as a result of drainage water coming
collection of waste levies. into it?

In relation to the former—which is the national action plan  TheHon. |.F. EVANS: That issue has been worked
figures—the budget figures reflect the assumed continuatighrough with the various offices and has been considered. We
of the current process whereby all commonwealth funds fohave looked at the management plan. It was released in
major initiatives—for example, the Natural Heritage Trust—December 2000 and looks at how we manage a wetland of
are channelled through a common South Australian governnaternational importance. It has an implementation task force,
ment secretariat which is serviced by DEH, the Departmenincluding a Ramsar project officer. The task force and the
of Water Resources and PIRSA and are subsequently th@moject officer are in the process of being appointed—or have
distributed to the respective agencies. So, there is a commgust been appointed, one of the two. The project officer will
secretariat for the Department of Water Resources, DEH arttk based at the new office of the Department of National
PIRSA that administers the NHT bid and allocation, and thé®arks and Wildlife in Goolwa and provide and on-ground
money goes to that. We assume that the national action plgmesence in this area of the lower lakes. We expect that the
money that will come from the commonwealth will go formal extension to the Coorong National Park will be
through a similar process. Because the national action plaiermally proclaimed within the next eight to 10 weeks.
is a new program this year and did not exist last year, the TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: My question is in relation
revenues coming in for the national action plan reflect thato output class 2, national parks and wildlife in relation to
increase. That is why there is such a big difference. Rocky River—Portfolio Statements, Budget Paper 5, page

Mr HILL: | refer to the Highbury dump. | understand that 10.9. The provision of visitor education and information
a closure plan was submitted to the EPA on, | think,services in national parks remains a target in output class 2.
28 February this year. | understand that it has yet to be acte@iould you advise the committee on the progress of develop-
upon. Can the minister explain the hold-up, and is there aentin the Rocky River precinct of Flinders Chase National
process in place to allow that closure to occur? Park under the Parks Agenda program as referred to, and |

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | am advised that there was an note in a paper that there is reference to day visitor facilities
extensive community consultation process and detaileth relation to this area. Is provision for overnight stays
environmental investigations. There was a plan submitted ocontemplated as part of this $7 million plan?

28 February which is being reviewed by EPA officers and TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | thank the member for Bragg for
discussed with representatives of East Waste with a view this question. | know that his interest in tourism is strong, as
finalising the implementation program to be incorporated iris the interest of the chairman of the committee. The Parks
the environmental licence to be issued for the period beyonAgenda program, which was launched by the government a
31 July 2001. number of years ago, committed an extra $29.5 million, or

Mr HILL: My final question in relation to the EPA roughly $30 million, for parks and wildlife for the period
concerns the board of the EPA. | made some comments997-98 to 2002-03. The Parks Agenda program, to date, has
earlier about the fact that there was a vacancy on the EPgertainly produced significant achievements in the upgrade
board. Has the minister yet appointed a woman to the EPAf services and facilities in key parks such as Cleland

and, if not, when will that occur? Conservation Park, Morialta Conservation Park, the Flinders
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | have. Ranges National Park and the Innes National Park—where
Mr HILL: Will you tell us who it is? | was fortunate enough to open the new visitor centre—and

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Yes, | will. Anne Harvey is the implementation of several significant biodiversity and
Deputy Chief Executive of the Department for Environmentconservation programs.
and Heritage and Trevor Fletcher from the City of Onkapar- In 2001-02 the major Parks Agenda initiative is the $7.615
inga is the local government representative selected fromdevelopment at the Rocky River precinct in the Flinders
panel of three put forward by the Local GovernmentChase National Park. This is in addition to the state govern-
Association. ment’s investment of $10 million for the strategic upgrade
Mr HILL: Does that mean that you have added an extrand improvement of tourism infrastructure generally across
position, or has somebody resigned from the board? Hasangaroo Island. So, the government has made a significant
Mr Newland been replaced? contribution to tourism infrastructure on Kangaroo Island
TheHon.|.F. EVANS. Yes, MsHarvey replaced since 1993. Rocky River in Flinders Chase National Park is
Mr Newland. Under the act the public sector position can ben area of great importance for both biodiversity conservation
nominated at different times. and regional tourism. The Public Works Committee of
Mr HILL: I refer to output class 2.1, which is the national parliament, as the member is no doubt aware, endorsed the
parks area. The firstissue is the highlight for 2000-01 whiclRocky River precinct development through its 144th report
is: ‘Released the Coorong Ramsar plan and announced December 2000. The total approved budget for the project
extensions to Coorong National Park’. The minister will beis $7.615 million over four financial years from 1999-2000
aware of a dispute between Senator Hill on the one hand arid 2002-03.
Minister Brindal on the other hand. At least, they are the Construction of the Rocky River Visitors Centre is
symbolic focus of the dispute between those who believe thatcheduled to commence in July 2001, with completion in
adding fresh water to the Coorong will cause a change to thearly 2002, subject to the weather. Trying to build on
environment and damage the Coorong’s Ramsar status akgéngaroo Island in July is tricky and that end of the island is
those who think that it is a sensible thing to do for thefairly remote and exposed to the weather. All going well, it
environment from a clean water point of view. Can theshould be completed by early 2002. Day visitor facilities and
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camp ground ablutions are currently in the design phase artle organisers and agencies to try to make it waste free by
scheduled for completion in December 2001. Interpretatiomecycling as much as possible. WOMAdelaide returns in
of the Rocky River site, the Flinders Chase National Park an@003.

an extensive walking trail system is currently under develop- A master plan has been developed by the Botanic Gardens
ment and scheduled for completion around April 2002. Fronboard. The gardens consist of four main sites: Adelaide, of
memory, three houses for staff accommodation are presentfyurse, which is the oldest and best known; Mount Lofty;
under construction and should be completed by August owittunga at Blackwood; and Beechwood at Stirling. | know
September 2001. So, | am pleased to advise the committéleat the member for Kaurna has a very strong interest in
that the Rocky River precinct development is currently orBeechwood. Whilst all those are show pieces in their own
schedule and within budget. The Tandanya Wildernessght, itis the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide that enjoys a very
Resort, a private development just outside the park, providdsgh reputation and there is a need to ensure that we are clear
very comfortable facilities not only for backpackers but alsoas to what the community expects from the gardens as we
for those seeking motel-type accommodation. It has amove forward. The development of a Botanic Gardens master
excellent restaurant and is a very good tourism facility. Weplan is commencing as part of a comprehensive master
had the pleasure of staying there when we visited the area planning process over the next 12 months or so.

the last two or three months to have a look at the proposed | guess that will mean that the Botanic Gardens of
site for the development. Adelaide will continue to be one of the foremost botanic

TheHon. G.A. INGERSON: | refer to the Portfolio gardens in Australia and, importantly, bring the community
Statements, output class 2—Botanic Gardens, at page 10.1ith it. So, we are trying to develop a process indicating
which lists as highlights a number of significant events. Canvhere we understand those who have an interest in matters
the minister provide the committee with a brief summary ofbotanic want to take the park. By going through this planning
each of these highlights before commenting on targets fgorocess, we think that we will not only see a proper plan for
2001-02, including the proposed gardens master plan? | reféne park but also plan around the events that we think are
particularly to an area in which | have a special interest, thatentral to the lifestyle of Adelaide as we know it. Over the
is, the development of the Wine Centre and how it might fimnext 12 months there will be a master planning process in
into the future promotion of our Botanic Gardens. relation to the Adelaide Botanic Gardens, and we look

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: There have been a number of forward to developing what will be a positive and bright
significant events in relation to the Botanic Gardens over théuture for the gardens.
last 12 months. The Wollemi pine was planted in the TheHon.G.A.INGERSON: As a new resident of the
Adelaide Botanic Gardens on 23 November. It is an extremecity of Adelaide, particularly at that end of Adelaide, having
ly rare tree thought to have been extinct for many millions ofspent some time in the last few months walking through the
years but was rediscovered in New South Wales, if myBotanic Gardens, | believe it is really one of the special parts
memory serves me right. The chair of the committee, thef our city that does not get anywhere near the promotion as
Hon. David Wotton, had the pleasure of planting one of thesa tourist attraction that it probably should. As an aside, | have
trees in the Mount Lofty Botanic Gardens. The Wollemi pinementioned that fact to the Minister for Tourism in any case.
was rediscovered in 1994 and represents an ancient grouplofvill be interesting to see how that whole area develops as
plants that first appeared on the fossil record soméhe Wine Centre, the Botanic Gardens and everything else
142 million years ago. Both trees were planted withinthere are promoted as part of the North Terrace precinct. It
protective cages. is a very special area.

Also, a Friends Naming Trail was launched at Wittunga, In relation to Portfolio Statement, output class 6, referring
which was funded by the Friends of the Botanic Gardensto Environment and geographic information and knowledge,
This took place so that people could follow more easily theat page 10.20, could you advise how this provision of
plantings in the Wittunga Gardens at Blackwood and, as thenvironmental information and knowledge occurs? | note that
local member and minister, we had the pleasure of launchintpe release of the web site for environmental reporting on line
that and following it through with the garden guides with anis highlighted. What data is now accessible to the general
explanation of how it works. The International Rose Gardercommunity, and are there plans to further expand this?
was opened by the Premier on 19 October and was well TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The environmental reporting web
attended by the media and many guests. Again, the proceesite was launched on 30 January 2001. It was developed to
ings were followed through with a tour of the rose gardenmake the department’s environmental information and data
and that occurred in conjunction with the International Rosenore transparent and accessible to the general public. The
Festival, with large numbers of people attending. That festivatasier accessibility to information creates a more informed
returns to Adelaide in 2002. community and, importantly, that leads to greater confidence

The member raised the question about the Wine Centréy accountability on the part of government. The increased
and it is logical that it should be located in South Australiaavailability of environmental data and information will focus
because we are, after all, the wine capital of Australia. Weommunity attention on the condition of the environment. In
certainly see more use being made of that area with thimstances where the condition is not acceptable, the necessary
synergy of wine and roses, and so on, and the Botaniactions forimprovement and protection will be taken. So, the
Gardens will certainly become even more of a touristprinciple behind the environmental web site is that environ-
attraction than they already are. WOMAdelaide staging amental information will be placed on the web site and it will
event there is an example. Some 26 000 people experiencgive the government a chance to say, ‘Here is our monitoring
the sights and sounds of WOMAdelaide in 2001 in Botanicabout certain information. Here is what it actually means and
Park. It was the first year that the event coordinators introhere is the government response.” So, rather than having
duced a waste-free policy to the event, recycling over eightnee-jerk reactions from certain sections of the community
tonnes of rubbish on opening day, which signifies the success relation to issues, by putting information on the web site
of WOMAdelaide as an event as well as positive action bywe think that people from all different backgrounds will be
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able to monitor it. There is different quality of information ment, the pressures that are impacting upon it, and the various
for different groups: high school students are directed in @rograms and initiatives that are being undertaken to address
certain area and PhD students might dig a bit deeper and firgignificant environmental problems and how effective these
different information, depending on their level of knowledgehave been.

and need for information of a certain standard. From a personal viewpoint, in four or five years it will be

So, the idea is that it will give the public a chance tointeresting to see just how much information is on there.
monitor trends of what the government is monitoring. ThereThere is no doubt that the community is hungry for environ-
will be a chance for government to explain what the trendsnental information, and we are trying to make a genuine
mean, and people in the public—both professional and norattempt to say, ‘Here is the information we have. To the best
professional—will be able to comment on and make theiof our knowledge, this is what it means, and this is where we
own judgments about whether the government’s interpretaare heading trying to address it.” Anyone with any interest at
tion is right. Ultimately, based on that information, the all would be able to follow that argument and work through
government will be able to say what its response is in a policghe web site. It is one of the more positive things we have
sense. That means that long term—and it is a long-terrdone. In the long term it will be hugely beneficial to those in
project—it will bring a more informed community to the the community who wish to use it.
environmental debate and take out some of the scare monger- Mr HILL: | refer to page 10.9, the first target, which is
ing that might occur if communities are not properly in- to implement the 2001-02 parks agenda program in key parks.
formed about certain issues. We are committed to providingunderstand that the minister has already answered a question
environmental information on-line. | was pleased theabout that. How many more years are left of the parks
department took on board the concept and has developed tagenda, and what will be the forward costs for each of those
web site. years?

The information and data on the environmental reporting TheHon.l.F. EVANS. | am advised that the
web site is organised basically under seven major categorie$29.5 million parks agenda program which was announced
air quality, waste management, parks and reserves, biin 1997 goes to 2002-03, and that involves $4 million in
diversity, water quality, coastal marine and heritage. Theapital and $1.5 million in recurrent expenditure.
information is interpreted and value added, providing an Mr HILL: | would like to turn now to questions to do
indication of the general trends for the various environmentalvith wilderness in output class 2.1. | understand from the
issue. The information provided is diverse, ranging from aiWilderness Protection Act annual report that the following
quality in the metropolitan region, water quality in the state’sparks have had assessments completed and reports produced:
major rivers and streams, solid waste disposal landfill sincéhe Great Victoria Desert, the Yellabinna Mallee, Central
1993, and native vegetation clearing statistics. While the wekyre Peninsula and Southern Eyre Peninsula. From the
site was developed primarily to provide access to environ1999-2000 report, | also understand that the following parks
mental data and information by DEH, links are also providedare having reports prepared: the Northern Eyre Peninsula
to a wide range of environmental data and information heldPark, the Lake Gairdner National Park, the Far West Coast,
by either local government, other state bodies or federahe Eastern Mallee region and the channel country by
government agencies. geographic. Also, some 18 or so areas have been nominated

An eighth category of information on the web site is ourfor wilderness protection by the general public. Of those
environmental data inventory. This is basically a catalogu@arks that have had their reports completed, has wilderness
of some 135 environmental data sets that are held by the stattatus been recommended, and when will the minister either
government agencies, and the inventory is organised into nirapprove or reject those recommendations?
major categories and includes data sets as wide ranging as sealThe Hon. |.F. EVANS: Of the parks that the member
grass mapping, population projections, traffic volumes andanentioned—and | cannot remember them all—the Southern
soil landscape mapping. The inventory is intended for use a@8yre Peninsula park is the one that has come before me. The
a first point of reference to locate environmental data. Yowthers might have come before previous ministers, but |
would go to the web site, and you would be able to see undevould need to check that. In the southern Eyre Peninsula
that index—if you want to call it that—what sort of informa- area, | am considering the Coffin Bay Conservation Park/
tion the government holds. So, at least you get some lead &sncoln National Park area. That has gone through an
to where to go. That inventory itself does not provide directextensive consultation process. We looked at the Wilderness
access to the actual data; rather, it provides details about telvisory Committee’s recommendations and the National
data so that users assess quickly whether a data set is likéharks and Wildlife Advisory Committee recommendations,
to be useful for a particular purpose; then contact details arand we are in the process of working through what the
provided if users wish to contact the data custodians directhgovernment response to that may be. However, | would
Itis really an information bank that refers you to the correctexpect a response to that certainly this side of Christmas. So,
agency. that matter will be dealt with certainly this side of Christmas.

It is intended that the environmental reporting web sitel do not remember the other parks that the member mentioned
will become a major provider of the Department of thecoming before me. They might have involved previous
Environment’s data and information. Additional data sets areninisters, so | will have to look at those reports and see what
being added to the site progressively, and options fothey recommended.
expanding the web site are being explored, particularly Mr HILL: Will the minister take on notice and give us
regarding the provision of online access to environmentasome information about those parks?
data. In addition, the environmental reporting web site will TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Yes, we can.
be used to present data and results from the forthcoming Mr HILL: In relation to the parks where plans are being
2003 State of the Environment report of South Australia. Therepared and where the public has put in applications (and |
web site will provide an ideal facility for presenting an up-to- note that some of them go back to 1996), when are the reports
date summary of the condition of South Australia’s environdikely to be finalised?
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TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The reports or the plans? Mr HILL: That is a meaningless indicator, then.

Mr HILL: | guess there is a report first. As | understand TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Yes and no. It will indicate next
it, someone makes an application and the Wildernesgear in reflection whether or not you have nominated any. In
Assessment Committee considers the application andther words, if this year we decide to proclaim wilderness
produces a report, which then goes to the minister. Then protected areas, that will be reflected. All | am saying is that
plan would be produced if the minister decided to go aheaglou would not prejudge it; you would work through the
with it. Is that not the process? process first and make a decision. Your papers will ultimately

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | am advised that there are five reflect that in due course—otherwise, why have the process?
wilderness protection areas in this state, all on Kangarodou would just do it at budget time. We would argue that you
Island. Reports on the wilderness values of other parts of theork through the process.
state have been completed, and the Wilderness Advisory Mr HILL: | do not dispute the process, but | make the
Committee worked through them. There is the greatepoint that the indicator does not tell you very much if it really
Victoria desert—or the Unnamed Conservation Park—makes sense only post facto; you have to look at next year to
Yellabinna region, which is the Yellabinna Regional Reservavork out whether you have achieved your targets for the
and the Yumbarra Conservation Park/Pureba Conservatigarevious year.

Park; the Central Eyre Peninsula, Bascombe Well Conserva- The Hon. |.F. EVANS: With all due respect, you spent
tion Park, Hambidge Conservation Park and Hincks Conthe first two hours asking me about comparisons between last
servation Park, and the one we just spoke about, namely, tlyear's figures and this year’s figures; that is exactly what the
Southern Eyre Peninsula Conservation Park. process is all about. One would be able to see quite clearly
| have mentioned that | am considering the southern Eyréhat, if we declare another 20 hectares or whatever it is, that
Peninsula ones. Further areas have been under consideratioould show and be reflected in the result.
by the committee and the reports are being prepared. These Mr HILL: | draw the minister's attention to the first
might have been the ones raised by members of the public utput class, which is the biological survey. You have a
which you referred. These areas include Ngarkat Conservgrowth in that area because you have anticipated some—
tion Park, Billiatt Conservation Park, Danggali Conservation TheHon. |.F. EVANS: That is purely a departmental
Park, Wahgunyah Conservation Park, Gammon Ranges anécision. That is a ministerial decision that does not necessa-
the Channel Country, which is the Coongie Lakes Paddockly rely on the statutory advice of the Wilderness Advisory
and Innamincka Regional Reserve. Management plans ha@ommittee. There is a different process. A biological survey
been adopted for the Cape Bouger and Ravine des Casodpurely a budget commitment so | know for sure that we can
wilderness areas, and plans are in preparation for the Cap&n off on that. From memory, the biological surveys have
Torrens, Western River and Cape Gantheaume wilderneg®ing going since 1985 or longer. You can commit to a
protection areas. biological survey, because it does not have to go through a

Mr HILL: That is the list of parks | read out at the process, whereas under the act a wilderness protection area
beginning. My question is: when will you consider the reporthas to go through a particular process. It may well be that that
about whether or not they will be made wilderness areas? process does not deliver an outcome that reflects in a change

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | said earlier that | will have to in the papers. So, rather than prejudge the process, we have
go back and check, because some of those were presentedéfiected the fact that that is the figure, and a comparison will
previous ministers. | will have to go back and see— be made next year.

Mr HILL: | understood that part, but | am talking about ~ Mr HILL: | will move on; | am not getting anywhere
the ones in prospect. A number of parks, which you juswith this line. | make the point that some reports have been
listed, are currently being considered by the wildernessitting not necessarily on this minister's desk but on the
committee. minister for the environment’s desk for some years. These

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: It has not reported to me yet.  reports have not been dealt with and are not in the public

Mr HILL: My question is: when are they likely to report arena. He mentioned one which is about to be considered, but

to you, and when will you be able to consider them? several others have not been. There is a list of areas where
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | will have to ask the committee. reports have been requested by the public and another list of
Mr HILL: Will you do that? areas where the department or committee itself is looking at

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | am happy to ask the committee. issues, and there has not been very much progress over a
Mr HILL: Thank you. | take it, from looking at output period of years. In relation to the wilderness committee’s
class 2.1 and the performance indicator under ‘wildernessudget | understand that funding for the wilderness officer
protected areas’, that it is not your intention to proclaim anyhas been cut and that it is now a half time position. Is that
wilderness protection areas this year, in that the number aforrect?
hectares currently under protection is anticipated to stay the TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | am advised that the budget for

same this year as it was last year. the wilderness officer is tied up in the park management
TheHon. |.F. EVANS. No, that would be a wrong planning budget, which is around $200 000. It is all tied up

interpretation. in there. If resources are required to deal with those reports
Mr HILL: Perhaps you will explain it to me. they will certainly be allocated to make sure those reports are

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | am happy to explain it. You get or have been appropriately dealt with.

the reports from the Wilderness Advisory Committee and the  Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: My question relates to
National Parks and Wildlife Committee and consider themMorialta and the Gawler Ranges, which has to do with the
Ultimately a judgment is made and, if you decided toenvironment and heritage portfolio output class 2—National
proclaim a wilderness area, those hectares under wilderneparks and wildlife, Portfolio Statement, page 10.9. The
protection would then change. If you automatically includeminister would be aware that Morialta sits within the hills
it in your budget papers or outputs, you have alreadyace, and that is a matter of vital interest to many residents
prejudged the work of the committee. living along the hills face zone, including many of my
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constituents in the seat of Waite. | note that the PortfolidRegional Development Board, Eyre Peninsula Tourism
Statement refers to the continuation of the parks agenda akssociation and local communities to prepare a recreation
page 10.9. Will the minister advise the committee if thisand tourism plan for the park. This plan is intended to
includes any further commitments for visitor infrastructuredevelop linkages between the park and surrounding commu-
at places such as Morialta Conservation Park and the Gawleities of Kimba, Wudinna, Minnipa and the nearby pastoral
Ranges National Park? zone.

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: As | mentioned earlier, the The provision of visitor infrastructure and services is a key
government has committed $29.5 million since 1997-98 tqriority for the park. National Parks and Wildlife SA, with
2002-03 for the parks agenda. That had four strategies to ithe assistance of the community reference group, has
One is about pursuing excellence in park management andentified a number of potential camp grounds and day visitor
stewardship and another is involving the community in parksites within the park. Concept plans for selected sites are
management. Another strategy is about providing appropriateurrently being prepared to identify short-term development
service to South Australians and visitors, and the fourth oneequirements. | have also applied for funding for the
is about developing a partnership through the relationshipommonwealth’s regional tourism program to upgrade Old
between the parks service and the community to optimisPaney and Pondanna homesteads to provide heritage
benefits to nature conservation. The parks agenda to date reccommodation and to develop associated camp grounds, day
produced significant achievements in the upgrading ofisitor sites and selected walking trails. The proposal has
services and facilities in key parks such as Cleland, Morialtabeen accepted as a final contender in the selection processes
Flinders Ranges and Inniss. | have already given an answand we are awaiting the outcome of that decision.
about the $7.615 million going into Rocky River. Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: I want to get back to the issue

The parks agenda is also funding the redevelopment aif Adelaide’s metropolitan beaches, specifically relating to
visitor facilities in the Morialta Conservation Park. The total Portfolio Statement page 10.9. The condition of Adelaide’s
project budget is $1.2 million. For this work some $942 000metropolitan beaches, as the minister would be aware from
was allocated from the 2000-01 parks agenda administratiamy earlier question, continues to be the subject of consider-
program, and $250 000 has been allocated in 2001-02 @ble public interest and media debate. Page 10.9 of the
undertake the work. The overall emphasis of the redevelofRortfolio Statement makes reference to interim coast
ment is on low key but quality visitor infrastructure to protection works and the release of a draft strategy for the
facilitate excellent bushwalking experiences at one ofuture protection of the coastline. Can the minister indicate
Adelaide’s most scenic bush parks. The project brief for thevhat financial commitment has been made in this budget with
Morialta precinct upgrade includes: improved parkinga focus on our marine and coastal environment? | guess this
facilities at four sites, including the old Morialta workshop question flows on from my earlier question about coastal
area and the ‘falls’ car park; improved pedestrian acceswaters.
through quality walking trails and interpretation; retention of TheHon. |.F. EVANS: There are two major initiatives
the former Morialta administration building as a volunteerfor metropolitan Adelaide coast protection. The current
centre and visiting ranger office; removal of the surplusmetropolitan coast protection strategy maintains existing
workshop infrastructure and portable staff house, andoastal protection standards. The projects include not only
rehabilitation of that area; provision of facilities for mobile ongoing metropolitan Adelaide coast protection but also
food outlet and picnicking; and rebuilding toilet facilities at looking at trialling new technology that might be available to
the ‘falls’ car park. Works at Morialta are on budget andtry to protect the coast. A new initiative is the metropolitan
scheduled for completion within the next six to eight weekscoast protection strategy review which is investigating

The honourable member has also asked whether the paraiternative strategies to protect the coast. This will devise a
agenda will upgrade visitor facilities in the Gawler Rangesstaged strategy to protect coastal infrastructure, provide sandy
National Park, which members might recall was opened byeaches and maintain the value of the coast as an asset to
the commonwealth environment minister in November 2000South Australia.
| am pleased to advise that the government has provided The review requires considerable research and develop-
additional funds to National Parks and Wildlife SA for the ment, with a cost of some $500 000 in 2001-02 and $375 000
establishment and ongoing management of the state’s newast 2002-03, with implementation and maintenance from
national park. The state government has committed aB003-04. Alternative methods of coast protection and
additional $600 000 over three years to manage the transitiamprovements to the current strategy are being investigated,
from a pastoral station to a national park, and an additionahcluding major beach replenishment; a combination of beach
$150 000 per annum to manage the park. That park comprisesplenishment, sand slowing structures and sand recycling;
some 120 000 hectares and has been established to conseawe the stabilisation of offshore sediments by retaining and
unigue ecosystems and to enhance tourism and regionadstoring seagrass meadows. It is envisaged that the review
development opportunities. of the metropolitan coast protection strategy will deliver

There is a high level of community support for the park,staged coast protection for metropolitan Adelaide.
and that was certainly evident when the park was opened by Stage 1, which will be over 10 to 20 years—so these
Senator Hill. There was tremendous community support fronthings are long term—is aimed to ensure that businesses use
the local towns because they do see some economic spin-dffe initiation of retaining recycling structure replacement or
to their local communities from it. Of course, they wanted theother strategies. In the longer-term strategy (greater than 20
area to be better protected and managed. National Parks ayeiars), it is really looking at the creation of a new coastline
Wildlife has developed a public access for the park inshape facilitating more sustainable and managed beaches. All
consultation with the community reference group that hashese will require extensive community consultation, and the
been established. This identifies and prioritises a network gdrovision of information will occur through the period of
four-wheel drive tracks and potential two-wheel drive roadsresearch and development, as well as the implementation of
It is also working with the SA Tourism Commission, Eyre a new stage strategy.



26 June 2001 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 139

We are making the point that metropolitan Adelaide, inpartners in the biological survey program since its earliest
particular, has had a managed coastline for well over 30 yeadays, and they contribute in two important areas: the accept-
through sand replenishment and other programs. Strategiaace and curation of the critically important voucher speci-
with the coast, | am advised, tend to take three to five yeamnens of plants and animals that a professional biological
to see whether that strategy is working, because you need soirvey process must collect; and the development of a
get a fair sampling of the different storm events and differenstandard and accepted taxonomy for the fauna and flora of
seasonal effects upon the metropolitan coast. So, putting upouth Australia.

for one year and making a judgment is not very wise. They - There has been a nearly 20 per cent increase in the number

prefer to look at the changes made over three to five yeargs species of vertebrates known from this state over 15 years.
That s difficult for government because governments are ifhis increase in our understanding can be expected to

afouryear cycle. _ continue. Planning is under way for field work for the Eyre
As a community we need to take a long-term view of NOWpgpinsyla biological survey, which will commence in spring

to manage our coast. That is why we have started to placgyy1, and reports are being prepared for surveys in the Sandy
more money into the coastal area, because it is an area thgksert the South-East. the Mount Lofty Ranges and the
will have to be managed continually—and the approach Weiianjatjara Lands. The importance of the biological survey
are taking is the anger-term view. Previous sections of th‘farogram was demonstrated by the fact that two recent park
answer | have outlined are the foundation stone towards thaécquisitions—the Mokota Conservation Park near Burra and

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | would like to move ont0  the Gawler Ranges National Park on Eyre Peninsula—were
the issue of biodiversity. This issue has been raised with mgoth jgentified as being of high conservation importance in
by a number of constituents within Waite who are concemeg,e piological survey reports.

about the loss of fauna and flora through the hills face and the . . . .

broader Adelaide Hills as a consequence of devegetation and | had pleasure in releasing last year the biological survey
the impact of farming practice and urban development€POrts on Kangaroo Island and the Murray-Mallee, and |
Clearly, one of the first things we need to do is map out andPok forward to releasing shortly a biological survey report

determine what biodiversity exists at any pointin time so thaP? the Flinders Ranges. | also released two companion
we can measure any denigration or improvement in thafocuments-A List of Vertebrates of South Australia and

biodiversity. Guiddlines for Vertebrate Surveysin South Australia—which
In relation to the Portfolio Statements, page 10.10, can th&r® essential for people undertaking biological surveys within

minister explain what resources are being put into systematRCUth Australia.
cally recording South Australia’s biodiversity? Output 2.1 on  In addition to the biological surveys of South Australia,
page 10.10 refers to biodiversity conservation services. CaNational Parks and Wildlife is preparing regional biodiversity
the minister indicate to the committee what progress is beinglans. These plans provide a guide for the community and
made in this area? government on the biodiversity assets of the region, major
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The biological survey of South threats and recommendations on priority management
Australia began in 1984. | think earlier | mentioned 1985 tostrategies for conservation. They provide information on the
the member for Kaurna, but it was 1984. | am pleased to sagriority areas, vegetation types and species of the region, and
that it has now covered 70 per cent of the state. It has beem guide for strategic action to assist in maintaining the
one of those ongoing, intense programs within the agencyiodiversity for the future.
This has involved the sampling of some 15 000 vegetation regional biodiversity plan for the South-East was

quadrants, of which 4 000 have been sampled for vertebrates.,qyced in 1999, and I launched the regional biodiversity
Almost two decades ago, National Parks and Wildlife realised| 5, for the South Australian Murray-Darling Basin in April

that there was a need for better knowledge to assist ifis year. Plans for Kangaroo Island, the northern agricultural
conservation decision making. It was hoped that |f§1re'presgra—lstrict and Eyre Peninsula have been prepared and are
tative sample of these components of the total biodiversity,

. . . dergoing final editing prior to being published later this
were conserved then all the other associated living things h%FQar. The member will be pleased to know that the develop-
a better chance of being included in the long term.

- . : _ment of a biodiversity plan for the Mount Lofty Ranges
The first major survey was a cooperative effort withpeqan in early 2001, and the first round of public workshops

Western Australia, and they sampled the entire 32 milliong peing completed. The plan for the Mount Lofty Ranges is
hectares of the Nullarbor Plain, both in South Australia angy e to pe completed in early 2002.

Western Australia. Many of the techniques used in the first . .
survey (and still used today) were tried for the first time in | @M pleased to advise the House that Tony Robinson from
Australia at that time. It was an innovative step forward bythe @gency received a Public Service Medal in the 2001 New
the agency, both here and in Western Australia, to do all th&€ar's Honours List. If my memory serves me correctly,
Nullarbor Plain. Matters have moved on considerably from| 0Ny Was involved in the very first survey in 1984 and has
the early days and a very large biological survey databajg"o"‘_’ed through that process, being one of the mainstays of
now contains data from standard surveys covering more thdfi€ Piological survey process. | was pleased to see his work
120 separate areas of the state. From those early days on & his commitment recognised with the Public Service
Nullarbor there has been an increasingly complex requiré¥iedal earlier this year.
ment to keep the survey methods used as consistent as Mr HILL: In relation to 2.1, Yumbarra Conservation
possible, while adapting to new technology that is availablePark, during estimates last week | asked the Minister for
This applies in both the area of field survey techniques aninerals and Energy (Hon. Wayne Matthew) a question
the management of critical databases on which the overadibout Yumbarra. When he initially took responsibility for the
integrity of the survey depends. portfolio, he said that the exploration of Yumbarra would be
The South Australian Museum and the Plant Biodiversitydone as a test case. In answer to my question the other day he
Centre, through the State Herbarium, have been majmaid:
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.. . we aremonitoring carefully the manner in which this work I now turn to other national parks. | will ask the minister
is undertaken to derive lessons from it. | expect that those lessongseries of guestions about activities in parks and perhaps |
will be useful for other areas Where such activity occurs in the futurecan roll them all into one if he is happy for me to do that,
| took that to mean that this was less than a test case—leggherwise | can ask several questions. Over the last couple of
thar_l an ideal example of e_xploratlon. Since then, | have beemonths, | have been contacted by a range of people about
advised that the exploration process exposed a number gttivities in parks. Mr Chris Hall sent me a copy of a letter
serious deflclen_CleS- First, the baseline biological survey waghich he had sent to the minister relating to orienteering in
fundamentally inadequate. The consultants who wrote thRaiser Stuhl Conservation Park. In the letter he says:
survey,ecologia, were chosen by the mining company and  Gjyen that there is only around 3% native vegetation remaining
had previously worked for the company. They are based ifh the Barossa Valley . and that Kaiser Stuhl consists of the only
Western Australia so have little expertise with Southsizeable remnant . we havdeft, | find it unconscionable that any
Australian conditions. The survey was for only five days inform of recreational sporting activities other than walking on the

S : . - arked trails be permitted.

a dry period in December—not the best time to find man)fn . T ] )
species. They admitted that their access to the exploratiohhat is the first issue. The second issue concerns mountain
area was ‘extremely limited by both the terrain and thebikes—and | asked the minister that question last time. The
prevailing weather conditions’ and that ‘both flora and faungconservation Council has written to me and said that it is
sites are distributed less broadly within the total area than iéery concerned by the State Mountain Bike Plan. The letter
desirable’. says:

In particular, the sandhill dunnart is an endangered We are very concerned by the strong push for riding in parks and
species, possibly to be found in the area. It requires specifife very con;:e_rng_ﬂ to note th"ét a_maptvhwthm the plantihct)\{\r? parks

H H whnere mountain biIkes are used, giving the impression that these are

sorts of traps to be located. Unfortunatdgologla_dld F“?t. laces where they are/may become legal. Anstey Hill is a case in
set any of these traps. It appears that, especially mnmll;ﬁoim.
there was poor communication between the mining compa ally Tonkin has also sent me a copy of the letter she sent to
and government regulators. The committee of governme

and community representatives overseeing the project h e minister regarding feral horses in Coffin Bay and her
met only once and then only at the insistence of communit ggestion that the horses should be placed on SA Water land

representatives. They are due to meet again in October, mos?Jaﬁe;;rfe;hgf%%fél?esgyhgztggglszx I:ﬁe acopy of a letter
probably after initial drilling works have been completed. Py ’

Their expertise is clearly not being used to its full potentiaIWh'Ch' once again, was sent to the minister, about dumping

and communication with concerned members of the publi(?f waste materials in Black Hill Conservation Park. The letter

is inadequate. Difficult terrain, rainfall, lack of time and trap fefers to: . ) o ]
types are all variables which should have been anticipated - - .thet_conlglmf(ed g‘m‘p;”gk(’ffwfefmtetmatef['anstr']” Black H'”f
and easily overcome in a survey of this importance. When ngsﬁgg'%rgo l\?lzarigﬂa anggrvgtign%arﬁ'con rolthe invasion o
are faced with this array of obstacles before the actual Worh . )

even begins, it is difficult to have faith in the rest of the continues:

process. In fact, the calcrete sampling exploration is just Within Black Hill Conservation Park near the old quarries

; : ; -ibetween 1 and 2 km east of Maryvale Road, and just north of
reaching completion and it, too, has been plagued wit ontacute Road, foreign waste materials such as timber and broken

difficulties. A number of reports have been rejected angock have been dumped. The most recent delivery that | have noticed
redone because of technical inadequacies. Therefor@as about May this year—a number of big timber logs not far inside

unnecessary tracks have been made. A generator was broudjig locked access gate. In principle, 1 don't think outside waste

into the park against regulations. Not all camps have beeﬁ]oﬁ:g nbde e""r']'\‘/)i‘r"é?%gf‘itde an area supposedly representing a natural

adequately cleaned. These are just some of the problems tha o ) o )
have occurred. Is the minister aware of these difficulties; and! the letters indicate things happening in national parks

what action has he taken and will he take to protect the parwhich seem to be inconsistent with national parks. Does the
during further exploration and/or drilling? minister have a policy position about those particular items,

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | do not recall those matters OF iS he working towards a policy outcome and, if he is, can
having been raised with me previously. The CEO has hafl€ téll the committee what thatis?
some discussions with the chair of the ministerial advisory _TheHon.l.F. EVANS: Some of the issues the member
committee, David Moyle, and maybe Mr Allan Holmes might '&iSes are notin national parks. Kaiser Stuhl is a conservation
want to enlighten the committee on what Mr Moyle thinks of Park. . .
the process. Mr HILL: National parks in the broader sense.

Mr HOLMES: | had a conversation in passing with TheHon.|.F. EVANS The member is talklng about any
David Moyle last week, but he remarked on how well'eserve under national parks.
arrangements were going. When | quizzed him about the Mr HILL: I am talking about national parks, which is the
detail of whether there were any issues, he advised me to ttige we are dealing with, minister.
contrary; that is, from his recent meeting, arrangements were TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Are we talking about national
satisfactory. So there is a disagreement or a disparity d#arks, conservation parks, or any reserve under national
views. parks?

Mr HILL: Obviously, there are different views. | have ~ Mr HILL: | am talking in the broader sense.
had this information put to me by a source which | cannot TheHon. |.F. EVANS: So any reserve?
name but which is close to the activity. Perhaps the minister Mr HILL: Yes.
or the department could take a closer look at this. The TheHon.|.F. EVANS: We have established that the
conditions Minister Matthew included in his answer to myquestion is about recreational pursuits in any reserve under
guestion the other day indicated to me that it was not goingational parks.
as well as one might have expected. Mr HILL: No, I raised four issues and one was—
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TheHon. |.F. EVANS. Yes; one was mountain bike under threat, being close to the city. Land for a mountain bike
riding and one was orienteering— park would allow us to channel people into that area and
Mr HILL: | said specifically Kaiser Stuhl in relation to contain it more than we are doing at the moment.
orienteering, mountain bikes, and | mentioned Mount So, as far as mountain biking is concerned, | am sensitive
Anstey— to both the mountain bike industry’s need for somewhere to
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | am trying to establish— undertake its activity and | am also sensitive to the concerns
Mr HILL: | am asking what your policy is. These of the conservation movement about possible damage to
activities are all in reserves, parks, conservation parks, arative vegetation and other sensitive areas. This mountain

whatever, under your control. bike strategy is the first of its kind in Australia, so | think it
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: That includes recreation parks. is fair to say that this government has been proactive trying
Mr HILL: Yes, indeed. to manage that particular process.

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The member left out Scott Creek In relation to the horses at Coffin Bay, there has been
Conservation Park and horses—he could have wrapped fiwgnificant community consultation, and my understanding
questions into one. The way in which | have always ap-of the outcome of that is that the community—the Port
proached issues such as Scott Creek with the horses ahihcoln community and the Coffin Bay community—prefers
Kaiser Stuhl with orienteering, is, in the first instance, to trythat the horses remain managed as they are now. From
to get the various groups involved to meet to see whethenemory, the Coffin Bay Pony Association on-sells some of
there is some common ground, or to see whether one groupe foals each year and the numbers are managed in that way.
is prepared to change its view based on evidence or advic®o, again, we have tried to find a local solution to the
from the other group. In the case of Scott Creek, the Presideptoblem.
of Friends of the Park met with the Horse SA chair, Paul The rubbish issue is an issue that the departmental officer
Mabbarack, and departmental officers to talk through thevill have to take up and, obviously, continue to try to
issues. They could not resolve the issues. | intervened, andanage. Getting people not to dump rubbish in parks is a
with the support of the Minister for Government Enterprisedifficult issue as well.
and some good work done by the officers, we secured the So, on all those issues, as best we can, we have adopted
horse community’s access to some SA Water land outside theelocal outcome by working with local groups. Where itis a
park. Through a cooperative approach we were able tetrategic issue—such as mountain bikes—which involves five
resolve that issue. or six parks, we have been proactive in finding solutions.

In relation to orienteering in Kaiser Stuhl, we undertookThese conflicts will continue, of course, but it is a matter of
exactly the same process. We asked the orienteering grotnow to manage them. It is my view that we can best manage
to meet with the friends group from Kaiser Stuhl to seethem at the local community level. Through our Greater
whether there was some common ground, or whether one dount Lofty Park stakeholder group, which the member for
the groups would change its mind having met with the othekVaite chairs, these issues have arisen from time to time and
group. As | understand it, the orienteering group, having mewvill be managed through that process as well. So, the groups
with the friends group, now recognise some other issueare now talking and they are coming to a better understanding
within the park and have decided not to proceed with anyf each other’'s concerns which, in the long term, can only be
application for Kaiser Stuhl. of benefit.

In those one-off cases, | have always taken the view of, Mr HILL: | thank the minister for that answer and |
first, trying to get the local people to meet and to workcommend him on the initiative of purchasing land to deal
through the issue, and as minister only intervene as a lastith the mountain bike issue. | think that is a very sensible
resort. In relation to mountain bikes, | think this governmentsolution to the problem. | guess the bottom line has to be that
of any government around Australia can hold its hand up an is sensible to have local solutions but, if the local solution
say, ‘We are trying to do something with mountain bikes.’compromises the environmental values of the national park,
Over the last decade, mountain bikes have become a reatl some stage the minister may have to come in and impose
issue for government in two areas. First, it is fantastic to seanother solution which may not be popular.
so many people being physically active. From a health In relation to the Wahgunyah Conservation Reserve and
viewpoint, apart from the occasional accident, it is good ta¢he Nullarbor National Park, at the time that the Yumburra
see so many people being active—and there have been a Wassification was changed, Minister Kotz, as a kind of trade-
of sales of mountain bikes. off, said that those two parks would have increased protec-

From a management viewpoint within parks, it hastion. | am not aware of any announcement that may have been
become a real issue for us, because, in a sense, they areraade about increased protection. Can the minister indicate
off-road bike, and they create issues for our managers anghether or not that has been provided or if it is intended to
safety issues for walkers and other people using the park, ife provided?
they are not managed properly. We have put our hand up as TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | understand that the Wahgunyah
a government and said, ‘We will try to develop a stateConservation Reserve will be proclaimed as a conservation
mountain bike plan which deals with the issue of mountairpark under the National Parks and Wildlife Act with no
bikes.” We have tried to involve the mountain bike group,access for mining.
other recreational groups and the conservation groups inthe Mr HILL: Will be?
development of a mountain bike plan. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Will be; this is in progress and

We have allocated $200 000 within our budget. | do notexpected to be finalised by August this year, so that is eight
think it is under this line, but under recreation and sportto 10 weeks away. Similarly, the Nullabor National Park is
However, somewhere in my agency, $200 000 has beeio be proclaimed and will exclude mining access. My
allocated for the purchase of land specifically for a mountaiunderstanding is that it might be a bit longer for the Nullabor
bike park. We are trying to find land between Cleland andark but, certainly, Wahgunyah is expected to be finalised by
Belair, because those are the two parks that seem to be madsigust. My understanding is that the boundary issues are
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being sorted out. So, we are still firmly dedicated to Ministerevery day that we actually sink a HMASobart, so | will
Kotz’s commitment. have to seek advice as to exactly what steps are proposed. |
Mr HILL: | now ask the minister questions that he know there are some issues surrounding the appropriate
expects me to ask about the fauna permit system. | have beeantrol of the environmental matters that the member has
inundated with faxes, letters and emails from people involvedaised.
in that area raising two matters of concern. | imagine thatthe MrsMAYWALD: | refer to the Portfolio Statements,
minister has received many more bits of correspondence tharage 10.9, output class 2—national parks. As next year is
I have on the issue. The two issues of concern have been pooth the Year of the Outback and the International Year of
to me by Sharon Blair from the Bird Care and ConservatiorEco-Tourism, can the minister advise what initiatives are
Society and Mr Kevin Collins from Fauna Rescue. The firstoeing planned for the Department of Environment and
issue is to do with the licensing system which has recentlyleritage and how they will be coordinated with the SATC?
been introduced: the bird group is concerned about the way TheHon. |.F. EVANS: A lot of work has been done by
that they are required to self-regulate and the difficulty theythe SATC and National Parks in relation to the International
have in ensuring that individual members have the appropri¥ear of Eco-Tourism and the International Year of the
ate standard of accreditation. Outback. As part of the International Year of Eco-Tourism,
The other issue which | think both groups are concerne@ directions document has been produced to identify the
about is the limitation on time that groups have within whichstate’s key visitor parks and strategic directions for tourism
to release birds or animals back into the wild. The view thain parks. The International Year of Eco-tourism coincides
they put to me is that what is required by the department i&ith two important events in South Australia that will
not best practice, that those groups have good experienceliighlight tourism in national parks—the Year of the Outback
releasing animals and birds into the wild and that a mor@nd Encounter 2002.
flexible approach should be adopted by the department. | Encounter 2002 will be of great importance to National
assume that the minister has been talking to these groups:Rérks and Wildlife SA, as many of our islands and coastal
he able to indicate whether there is a compromise situatioparks reflect the historic voyages of Flinders and Baudin.
to help them? National Parks and Wildlife SA is working with the Tourism
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: No, certainly | have not had Commission to commemorate the event. Initiatives include
recent discussions with the Fauna Rescue groups. | met sortie construction of the Robert Brown Lookout and associated
groups from Fauna Rescue a year ago, | would think—it wathterpretive material on Matthew Flinders and botanist Robert
along time ago, and certainly not this side of Christmas. MyBrown at Mount Brown Summitin Mount Brown Conserva-
understanding is that there is a difference of view, everiion Park (National Parks and Wildlife SA is contributing
amongst Fauna Rescue groups, as to the appropriate procé@out $15 000 to the tower construction), and proclamation
ure. | understand that some sections of the Fauna Resc@&the Baudin Conservation Park and the Lesuer Conservation
community believe that the government processes are arouffi@rk on Kangaroo Island. The 2002 Parks and Wildlife
the mark whereas others have obviously written to yowfalendar will have Encounter 2002 as its theme.
suggesting that they are off the mark. | do not have a detailed The Year of the Outback will showcase more than 1 000
briefing on the process with me today but | will get a brief toevents and activities across Australia to celebrate our unique
you on the reasons why the government has adopted igtback regions. National Parks and Wildlife SA has
position in relation to the matter that you raised so that yowrepared a program of events designed to complement and
can, | guess, consider both sides of the argument in dugupport South Australia’s contribution. A seasonal ranger will
course. be allocated to assist visitors in the Lake Eyre National Park,
Mr HILL: I turn to 2.2, relating to coastal issues. | haveand this will run in the April, July and September school
a disparate group of questions to put to the minister. The firdtoliday periods. This ranger will run a small interpretive
guestion is in relation to the HMABobart. | have been sent Program providing an insight into the natural systems of Lake
information by Jack Watkins, the Asbestos and Toxic Wast&yre and the Mound Springs Conservation Park.
Liaison Officer of the Trades and Labor Council, expressing  Rangers will conduct two individual tours through the
a great deal of concern about the sinking of the HMASSImpson Desert Regional Reserve and Conservation Park in

Hobart to create an artificial reef on the Fleurieu PeninsulaMay and August 2002. This will consist of a group of up to
He states: 10 private vehicles in company with two vehicles in a tag-

| have drawn your attention to the importance of having afullya!ong tour_. Part|C|pants will _be introduced o a variety of
licensed company to undertake the type of work required which i§lifferent bird species found in remote desert areas. Expert
the part dismantling and alteration of the interior of the vessel, th@rnithologists and rangers experienced in bird identification
removal of PCBs, heavy metals, lead ballast and the purging of fuakill accompany the tour to assist amateur bird watchers in
lines of up to 8 000 litres of oil. bird identification and to interpret the desert environment.
His concern is particularly that the asbestos pipe lagging may Cultural tours of the Dalhousie Springs area at Witjira
become dislodged with the initial surge of 4 000 tonnes oNational Park will be conducted over peak school holiday
water rushing through the hull of the HMASobart as itis  periods. The local ranger will interpret the Aboriginal history
sunk. He is concerned about the fact that, when cleaning odind heritage of the Dalhousie Springs precinct, and Abo-
asbestos, it is not all removed and some of it may be disdginal elders will also conduct evening camp fire talks to
lodged. Is this an issue which is within the minister’s coastalisitors about the area’s Aboriginal heritage.
responsibilities and can he give advice on the process through In the Flinders Ranges National Park, the old Wilpena
which the government will ensure that, if the HMA®bart  Station heritage site will be launched. Plans have been
is sunk, there will be no detriment to the environment?  developed to provide a rich cultural experience, using the

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | will take that question on unique buildings and landscape of the old Wilpena Pound
notice. It is really a tourism initiative and they have beenhomestead to interpret the pastoral heritage of the Flinders
talking to the EPA. It is not a regular occurrence; it is notRanges. It is also proposed to expand the existing successful
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Flinders Ranges seasonal events program to ensure theve made an offer to the council to generously assist them
visitors have the opportunity to undertake tours and activitiesvith the costs of rehabilitation in relation to Witton Bluff as
that highlight the rich natural and cultural heritage of thepart of a package. If the package is rejected, then the funding
region. At least three major events will occur within the arrangements will fall back to the normal local government-
Flinders Ranges National Park, including 2002 Bicycles irstate government split in relation to coastal matters.
the Bush, Wilpena under the Stars, and the Outback to Mr HILL: How much money is in the current budget for
Adelaide Bushwalk. that normal coastal work, and is the 80-20 split that | have
The new Gawler Ranges National Park will hold a parkmentioned still the going rate?
open day whereby a number of operators, surrounding TheHon. I.F. EVANS: We have made provisions to
neighbours and local tourism bodies will be invited to jOi“actuaIIy fully fund to the value of about $532 000 on the
park rangers on a tour of the park. Itis also proposed to opegyoviso that the offer is accepted as part of the full package,
herltage accommodation, as Old Paney Station an_d Pondanggput by the Treasurer to the City of Onkaparinga in relation
Outstation are expected to be completed by mid 2002 tg, the Mobil rates issue. If the City of Onkaparinga does not
coincide with the Year of the Outback. ] sign off on that rates issue, ultimately it will fall back to the
MrsMAYWALD: My second question is in relation to normal local government-state government split. Because we
output class 1.2, page 10.6 of the Portfolio Statements, whichaye the full amount in there, we certainly have it covered

relates to environment improvement programs and EPAyhether it is 80-20 or whatever, because we have actually
compliance and enforcement activities. In the Waikerigy|iowed for 100 per cent.

District Council area, effluent ponds are currently located on : . : .
the flood plain and are subject to an EPA notice. Wh?—% We are actively encouraging the City of Onkaparinga to

has b de in relation t tiati ith t rogress the matter of the rates for Mobil. As the local
progress nas been made in refation to negouations wi ember, | hope you are actively encouraging that, because
council to have those effluent ponds relocated?

] _ we know how big an employer Mobil is down south, and as
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: We do not have that briefing to shadow spokesman for the south, | am sure the honourable

hand so we will get that information for the member. - . .
Mr HILL: I refer to a press release, a copy of which Vvas[member would actively encourage the City of Onkaparinga

. . X support such a large employer down in the south by
given to me by the Friends of Seal Bay, regarding proposeé)gning off on what is a very generous government deal.

aguaculture developments at that bay. They make a commen L . .
in their press release that the DAC hearing is overdue on the Mr HILL: I wish to ask a question about marine protected

proposal and government agencies are apparently at odaLeas. The minister has already answered a question from a

over approving this development application in relation to\eMP€r opposite on that issue, but he referred to the

environmental factors. Can the minister advise what hi&ictorian example. | know that in Victoria the legislation to

department’s views are concerning this development anttoP fishers from segkmg damages for changes to the|rf.|s.h|ng
' ntitlements was rejected by the upper house. Is the minister

)[/r\gréa;:glné:&gnnsyltarp;)g? 3;33 boutthe effect of aquaculture OF:‘1ontemplating a scheme in South Australia that would

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: When the agency provides involve compensation or the buy-out of licences of certain

comments to the DAC, those comments go direct to the padypes of fishers? _ ) .
and do not necessarily go through the minister's office. Ifthat 1 heHon. I.F. EVANS: In relation to marine protected
matter is before the DAC, the agency would provide its2/€a@S, We are conscious of Western Australia’s example of
advice and comments to the DAC for its consideration. ~ cOmpensation, Victoria's experience and Tasmania’s
Mr HILL: As a supplementary question, are you saying?XPerience with MPAs. Through the marine managers forum
that those comments cannot be made publicly available at thie are developing a policy for cabinet consideration that
stage? discusses all those issues associated with marine protected
TheHon. I.E. EVANS: That is not normally the proced- areas. The government will be in a position to announce its
ure, as | understand it. | do not recall seeing the commeni0licy or process once cabinet has had the chance to consider
come through my office. | am advised that the normaithe submission when it is received. | am on public record as
procedure is that they would comment direct to DAC. saying that | would expect the MPAs to be announced this
Mr HILL: I refer to my own electorate in relation to the _S|de of Christmas, and nothing has changed in my time frame

cliff face at Witton Bluff and Aldinga. The minister may be in relation to that. We are still working through the process
aware— with a view to having the marine protected area policy out

An honourable member interjecting: before Christmas.

Mr HILL: No, it is not pork-barrelling—it is not only Mr HILL: The minister mentioned the Spencer Gulf plan
Davenport that gets a look in here! | know the local councilin answer to a question from a member opposite and indicated
has been running a bit of a public campaign about the ned@iat it is a pilot scheme to check out the way MPAs might
for Witton Bluff to be secured. | think the council had advice work. Would one of the outcomes of that MPA be to protect
that unless activity happened this season large sections of tHee cuttlefish in the Spencer Gulf, particularly in the Whyalla
cliff could fall off during this winter period. There are also area? | understand that a couple of years ago there was huge
concerns about the sea cliff at Aldinga. Can the ministeexploitation of that reserve and about 80 per cent of cuttlefish
outline what funding is in the budget to address issues suchere fished out. The resource is very marginal at present.
as this and whether the government is still committed to th&Vill cuttlefish get on-going protection from any plan that
80/20 split of funding with the local councils? involves Spencer Gulf?

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: My understanding is—and | think TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | am advised that whether the
this might have been reported in the member’s local Messereuttlefish area is zoned for conservation is part of the process
ger newspaper—that the government is in negotiations witthat will be undertaken during the pilot marine program we
the City of Onkaparinga in relation to Witton Bluff, in are undertaking for that area. We are certainly aware of
conjunction with the issue about rate offset and Mobil. Westrong community interest in cuttlefish and arguments about
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making that area a conservation zone. Those sorts of issues Mr HILL: | may have misunderstood; | will get the detail
are debated as part of the process. from her. it is not my territory, so | do not know. | refer now
Mr HILL: I turn now to output class 2.4, native vegeta-to the clearance of land on the Fleurieu Peninsula, a case
tion. | asked the minister a couple of questions duringegarding which went to court earlier this year. About 70
guestion time about amendments to the Native Vegetatiottees that were 50 years old were cleared, and the person who
Act that were proposed by the Native Vegetation Council. I<leared the land faced a maximum penalty of only $40 000,
the minister any closer to being able to implement amendwhich valued each tree at about $570, which is clearly far less
ments to that act—amendments which the council said werthan the true value of the mature tree. Is the minister con-
needed? | will not go into the detail of that; | have already putterned about the level of fines, and is that one of the things
that on the public record. | make an apology to the ministerhe will be looking at in the review of the Native Vegetation
| put out a press release which indicated that in October 1998ct?
the Environment Minister, lain Evans, commissioned a TheHon.|.F. EVANS: Yes and yes.
report. That is obviously not true. He was not the ministerat Mr HILL: | also refer to a contact | have had from Pam
that stage; it was his predecessor. So | apologise to him fd¢elly regarding the removal of trees. She said to me that
that. Is the minister any closer to introducing the amendmentgesterday on 17 April the Mount Pleasant Showground

to the Native Vegetation Act? Committee organised the felling of a large gum tree. Mrs
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Yes, | am. Kelly rang the Barossa Council to check it out. It made
Mr HILL: Could the minister amplify that answer and tell inquiries and found that the tree was leaning over and wind

us how much closer he is to introducing them? damaged. She then went down and inspected it and found that

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: We still think we will have itwas legitimate, and that the tree would probably have fallen
amendments to the Native Vegetation Act to the parliamenbver in the next heavy rainfall. She has discovered what she
before Christmas. We have worked through what is aralls a ‘loophole’ in the legislation in that, if it is accepted
interesting issue. that a tree is dangerous, it is legal to cut it down without

Mr Clarke interjecting: having to get permission—which is reasonable enough—and

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: No. We think we should be able only two people have to testify to a tree’s condition. Mrs
to get them through in the next session, all things going wellKelly said that there are a couple of issues here. It needs only
It is an interesting issue involving differing views, but we two unscrupulous people to testify to a tree’s condition. It can
have worked through a pretty good process— be removed without being referred to the Native Vegetation

Mr CLARKE: What's Gunny’s view? Council. It can then be removed and cut up and the stump

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Gunny’'s view is that you will pulverised without any knowledge or any kind evidence. If
probably stand as an Independent and have a very goadtree can removed without permission, then it is not neces-
chance. So the native vegetation matter has progressed a littlary for the tree to be replaced.
closer, and | am still committed to trying to get that in this | guess Mrs Kelly is raising a concern that two people can
side of Christmas. Just on another matter, | will clarify anpick out particular isolated trees and say there is something
answer for the honourable member. The EPA has influencerong with them. Is the minister aware of this problem and
in the HMAS Hobart matter. The EPA needs to be satisfiedare there sufficient safeguards in the act to protect against that
in relation to the environmental matters involved with thetype of behaviour?
issue. So the EPA does need to be involved in that process. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Again, you have not raised that

In relation to the member for Chaffey’s question regardingssue with me before on behalf of Mrs Kelly, to my know-
the Waikerie effluent ponds, | advise the committee that atedge, so | am not sure of the exact circumstances. | guess we
environment improvement program (EIP) under the EP aatould sit here all afternoon and consider individual examples;
is being negotiated with the Loxton Waikerie council. It1 am not sure how they relate to each budget line we are
should be agreed to by August this year, so it is about eightlking about.
to 10 weeks away. It will lead to the relocation of effluent  Mr HILL: They relate to the review of the act and
ponds off the flood plain, and that means above the 195fsources you may require to implement that review.
flood level. As | understand it, the negotiations indicate that The Hon. I.F. EVANS: You could come up with 1 000
council accepts the need to relocation them off the floocexamples about what may or may not be included in a
plain. That should be agreed by August 2001. possible act. If trees are, or are deemed to be, dangerous, then

Mr HILL: | would like to ask a number of questions issues about speed of approval would become an issue
about the Native Vegetation Act and native vegetation issuebecause, obviously, if there is a danger to community, you
| was contacted the other day by a lady in relation to ETSAvould need speedy approval. There was a full public
‘butchering’ and removing a number of trees on Yungkungaonsultation process in relation to the Native Vegetation Act,
Road between Mount Barker and Wistow. She told me tha&nd | know that one of the considerations there was proposed
ETSA is coming by, not only lopping the tops of the trees butightening of exemptions in order to avoid misuse. As to
also removing the trees from that piece of road. | presumwhether or not it gets down to the detail that Mrs Kelly raises,
that the Native Vegetation Act does not cover trees in thatdo not have that briefing with me today. So, again, | would
area, but | am not 100 per cent certain. Can the ministeencourage the member to send that through and | will actively

throw any light on that? look at it to determine whether Mrs Kelly’s issue needs to be
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: What area was it again? addressed during consideration of the bill.
Mr HILL: It is between Mount Barker and Wistow on ~ Mr HILL: | refer to a letter that was sent to the minister
Yungkunga Road. on 26 February this year by the Conservation Council, a copy
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | do not know that road. of which was sent to me and various other people under the
Mr HILL: I will write to you on that. heading ‘Prosecution for illegal clearance in Bonney’s Scrub

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: You write to me on that and | will and the delay in the review of the native vegetation legisla-
give you a detailed response. tion’. In relation to Bonney’s Camp, the letter states:
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The obvious inefficiency of the NV act is cause for considerablehis government’s position is in relation to this issue, and what
?Ag:]n:h'igh%fﬁdcﬁltl*% tl)?,eofr?r:\:ec?ssgsa mthc?;grrg r?éguig?:f{%fn%fr?;?g#tiggction may be taken in the next 12 months in relation to it?
it will send a very clear mgssage tFC)J other land owners that ille% _'I_'heHon. |.F. EVANS: Recently, when | Iaunc_hed the
clearance is the easy way to go. It also devalues in the strongeMillion Paws Walk for the RSPCA, | had an informal
terms the commitment of land holders who have given over half theifliscussion with some representatives that day and | under-
land to heritage areas—in fact, it has caused some of these lar@land that they wish to present their case to me. | made a
holders to question whether the future of the Heritage Agreementisgmment that | had not received many cards or letters about
Saf(? atall. i ) ) " the issue. They responded by saying that they had 10 000
I think that in previous estimates the minister ruled out amyyostcards on the issue that they will bring me at some stage.
prosecution in relation to the Bonney's Camp clearance, bytam happy to wait and have them present their case to me.
has he looked at this issue and, as part of the review, will he understand that the Labor Party has adopted a position
ensure that the clearance that occurred illegally in that casghere it will ban tail docking, but we will wait to talk to the
will not be able to occur again without proper judicial various groups and let them present their case.
review? Mr HILL: Are you talking about the Labor Party in South

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: As part of the consideration of aystralia? If so, that is not the case.
the Native Vegetation Act, they have looked at some of the TheHon. I.F. EVANS: So you are ruling it out.
major cases and issues that we have had, that being one of My HILL: No, | said that we have not adopted a policy
them, to see whether we can tighten up so that that sort @} relation to it. We are consulting as well. | indicated the
issue can be dealt with appropriately under the act. Certainlyipartisan nature of the ACT position.
part of the review was to look at those major cases to | refer to output class 3, which is heritage conservation,
determine what the circumstances were and what amengnd the targets for 2001-02, in particular the one that states,
ments to the act are required to try to manage those sorts @fontinue to devolve management of some properties
issues better. That is one of the more high profile cases. currently managed by Heritage SA. Can the minister give

Mr HILL: It has been put to me that the Native Vegeta-detail of what that target means; what properties would be
tion Council would be improved if it had a representative oninvolved; and under what processes devolution would occur?
it who had a knowledge and background in the South-East, TheHon. I.F. EVANS: If the agency thinks there is some
from which about 60 per cent of the applications come. Hagenefit in the local community’s or local council’s managing
the minister considered that and does he think it is a goog property, there is a process whereby we go through
idea? discussion with the local authority and put a plan in place for

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: The minister does not get to transition across. For example, Clayton Farm at Bordertown,
nominate everyone on the Native Vegetation Council. Fronfrom memory, has been transitioned across. Another example
memory, there is a deputy’s position from the South-East, si a conservation plan being prepared for Kingston House and
there is some input there, and if they need expert advice thayiere are discussions on that with the City of Holdfast Bay.
can always call itin at their leisure. At the end of the day, wewith Queen’s Theatre, for instance, we might be able to find
chose some people who we think had the appropriate skill$omeone to take a lease over it, with proper management
I think that Peter Dunn and the previous and current Nativgonsiderations in place. It is that sort of example. The
Vegetation Council have done a good job of what is always\delaide Gaol is another example. If we could find the right
adifficult task, because they are trying to manage competingody, | guess, then there is some wisdom in having others
interests. take over the management. It is done only after an extensive

Mr HILL: Before | move on to the next category, | meantprocess of consultation to ensure that the property is protected
to ask the minister a question about Coongie Lakes; | asked the appropriate way.
the minister for minerals about it. | know there have been Mr HILL: | refer the minister to the recent opening by
some discussions and he acknowledged that in answer to niyjm of the Nature Foundation’s new headquarters in The
question about the future of the Coongie Lakes area. | askadanse, next to the Entertainment Centre. | commend him for
him whether or not he could guarantee that the control zonghat; | thought that was a very good idea. Can the minister
would be free from exploration and mining, and he gave aiindicate how many heritage properties are held by the
ambiguous answer to that question. The minister is lookinglepartment and how they are currently used? You might want
a little perplexed. Can the minister give that undertaking?o take that question on notice.

Under whatever scenario that may happen in the future in TheHon. |.F. EVANS: We will have to take that
terms of the classification of the Coongie Lakes, will thequestion on notice because there are so many of them. A lot
government be able to rule out mining and exploration of thabf them are in national parks, of course. That question will
control zone area? be very broad, so we will have to take it on notice and come

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | think in fairness to my minister- back to you with a list of properties. Do you want a list of
ial colleague, | might go away and see exactly what he saighroperties and what they are used for?
| will take that question on notice. | know in my area the ~ Mr HILL: | thought it was interesting what you did with
issue is still being considered, so | will have to check whathe property at The Manse. It was a heritage building which
the Minister for Minerals and Energy said and | will come was held by the department and which had not been well used
back to you. prior to that; now it has a sensible use. It would be interesting

Mr HILL: | refer to animal welfare, class 2.5. The to have an inventory of what we have got.

RSPCA has been running a campaign this year on the | now want to refer to the implications for South
banning of tail docking. It has sent me much information andAustralian heritage as a result of the decision by the
it has indicated to me that the Australian Capital Territory hacommonwealth government to review national heritage items.
moved in a bipartisan way to ban tail docking. It indicated toAs the minister knows, the commonwealth government will
me that the Australian Veterinary Association is also opposeteduce the number of items held on the national heritage list
to the docking of dogs’ tails. Can the minister indicate whatoy a considerable number. Clearly, that has implications for
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South Australia. Can the minister explain what process theninister tell the committee how much that cost to establish,
state government will have in relation to that and the financialvhat the running costs are, and what income the Botanic
implications of that? Gardens receives from that garden?

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | am sure we had a briefing on TheHon. |.F. EVANS: We do not have the information
that but we cannot lay our hands on it, so | will take theon all the categories about which the member has asked, so
guestion on notice and | will write to the honourable memberwe will take that on notice and forward it through.
| am sure | have had a briefing on that in the past fortnight. Mr HILL: The minister might also want to take this

Mr HILL: I refer to the proposed redevelopment of thequestion on notice. A number of events are named and the
Angas Street police station site. | noted some commentary ilast dot point refers to:
the press about it. Itis a commonwealth project, therefore it - s,pported major events including the International Rose Garden,
is outside the state’s planning laws to a large extent. ThatvOMAD and Cinema in the Gardens.
obviously has implications not only for planning but also for\yhat are the costs and income in relation to each of those
the heritage values of that area. The police station will b3 med events? How much does it cost to run WOMAD?
pulled down and the new federal courts will be built on theyyhat income goes to the Botanic Gardens?
site. There was some commentary in the press about the scale Tha Hon. | E. EVANS: The cost to the Botanic Gardens?
of that building and the effect it would have on that local  \1r H1LL: | assume to the Botanic Gardens: it would pay
area, which is a heritage area to a large extent with Victoria ; e of that cost.

Square and some of the older buildings in that area. Itraises . Hon | E EVANS The member is not asking the
the issue of whether or not there needs to be a federal-st e ;

. “whole of government cost—
ag_re_ement about how the Commonwealth Imposes  its Mr HILL: No, just in relation to the Botanic Gardens.
buildings on a state, and whether it should take account of TheHon. I.F. EVANS: As a venue manager, what is the

local heritage issues or plann!ng controls. Has thecost to the Botanic Gardens and what is its revenue stream?
government contemplated that and is there the opportunity for Mr HILL: Yes

making progress on that? . . .
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | have always found the common- 1 eHon. I.F. EVANS: Again, | will have to take that
guestlon on notice.

wealth reasonably open to suggestions in relation to it o -

investment into the state. | know that particular site was Mr HILL: Ith|nkthatthg minister has already answered

subject to lengthy negotiations— a question about the Botanic Ga(dens master plan. | may not
Mr Hill interjecting: have heard all the detail, but did the minister say in that

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The member mentions it is an answer how much that plan was going to cost over each of the

improvement on what we have. There have been |engt|%ears that it would take to implement? Will the minister do
negotiations with the commonwealth about that site. | cann a_:_?hDaes tTeFméQ):\ts ' h?ve thzt |_nfodrn;1at|qn_ avalllable?
think of another example where the commonwealth has ' N€H0N. I.F. S: I'am advised that it is $100 000

caused issues in relation to a commonwealth building an8Ve" the next 12 months. _
heritage matters. Mr HILL: I will now ask a question about Beechwood

Mr HILL: | can indicate to the minister that a potential Gardens. The minister foreshadowed my great interest in this.

problem is the Army Barracks on King William Road. There ~ The Hon. I.F. Evansinterjecting: -
was contemplation at one stage that the commonwealth would MT HILL: I did not say | was going to close them. | want
sell that land and anything could have happened on that sit® have them open so that people visit them.
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Selling commonwealth landisa =~ The CHAIRMAN: Order! The chair expresses some
different issue from putting a new building next to a heritagenterest in this matter. _ _
building. That is the only example of which | am aware. | ~Mr HILL: Will he excuse himself from the chair?
think that the processes which are in place seem to work The CHAIRMAN: No.
reasonably well. | am not aware of any proposals to change Mr HILL: Can the minister tell the committee how many
the processes. days Beechwood Gardens was open this year; how many
Mr HILL: Some time ago | wrote to the minister about Visitors attended; what was the cost of running the gardens;
the Port Augusta Primary School. Has the government ha@nd what income the Botanic Gardens received from
a chance to consider the heritage value of that school and, ¥sitation, hiring, and so on?
s0, what does that report say? TheHon. |.F. EVANS: We will forward that information
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | am reasonably sure that is going to the member in due course.
to the heritage authority at its August meeting. | say ‘reason- Mr HILL: I will be delighted, thank you. One other point
ably sure’, because | was going to Port Augusta and | read then the Botanic Gardens: | point out that under output 4.1, the
briefing yesterday (which | have not brought with me), butperformance indicator shows a reduction from last year to this
| am sure it was going to the authority’s meeting in August.year in terms of the total number of living accessions. Last
If that is not right, | will have one of my officers contact the year | think we had 23 500 and the estimated result was
member to clarify it, but | am sure that is right. 22 500. Does that indicate that a disease has spread through
Mr HILL: | now turn to output class 4, which is the the gardens, orisitas aresult of some change in the gardens’
section dealing with the Botanic Gardens. Before | ask mylans?
first question, | note that | indicated in my second reading TheHon.|.F. EVANS: A member of the Botanic
contribution that the budget appeared to have been droppéghrdens board is sitting on my left, but he cannot advise me
from $7.8 million to $810 000, but | have since discoveredwhy we have not achieved our target in relation to the total
that that was a typographical error. | had assumed that, sinceimber of living accessions. We will ask that of the Botanic
no-one from the Botanic Gardens had contacted me, it waSardens board and come back to the member.
not a real cut. | now refer to the first dot point under ‘High-  Mr HILL: | turn to output class 6. | assume Mapland
lights’, which is the International Rose Garden. Can thecomes in under this category; would that be correct?
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TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Yes. Mr HILL: Inrelation to output 8.1, | note that the budget
Mr HILL: Some time ago | put a number of questions onthis year is $2.6 million whereas last year it was $729 000.
theNotice Paper about Mapland which, as | am aware, haveThat seems a rather large blowout. Can the minister indicate
not yet been answered. It has been put to me that the governew and why that has occurred?
ment was looking at selling Mapland, or leasing the retailarm TheHon. I.F. EVANS: The first point to clarify is that
of Mapland, and | asked a series of questions. Will Maplandt is not policy work just in my office. Some people misinter-
be outsourced, sold, or commercialised in some way? Can thget that as being policy work in the minister’s office. It is
minister indicate where we are in relation to that matter? policy work within the agency. It includes a new output of
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The advice to me is thatitis still volunteer coordination. It is really the cost of the Environ-
under active review. There are no plans to reduce thenent Policy Office within DEH which has been shifted across
distribution of aerial photography maps. A review wasfrom the output class environment protection. There is a shift
undertaken of Mapland about whether there was a better wafiere—it is one of those areas where there is a slight presenta-
of its providing its services. | am advised that that matter igional issue. There has not been a fourfold cost in that area.
still under active review by the agency. It is the cost of the Environment Policy Office within DEH
Mr HILL: I refer now to output class 7, under ‘High- which has been shifted in part from the output class environ-
lights’: ‘converted 375 perpetual leases to freehold title’.ment protection. So, rather than leave the cost in environment
Only a couple of days ago, | received a letter from Mr Jamegrotection, they have looked at the way they have allocated
from Wallaroo who wrote to the minister and John Meier (histheir cost structure and they have shifted some of it across to
local member) about some problems with having the Landa different output class.
Titles Office transfer a lease into his name. | willnotgointo  Mr HILL: | would now like to go through a number of
the details—and I can supply the minister with the informa-general questions which cover the whole portfolio.
tion later—but is that program completed now or is it still  The Hon. I.F. Evansinterjecting:
proceeding? Mr HILL: No, they are not trick questions: | just want
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: No, it is ongoing; that program some information. During the estimates last year | asked the
is not complete. A number of applications are being pro-minister if he could break down a particular output class into
cessed through the system. Some of them are simple apdograms, and he did so for output class 3.1 and he gave me
some of them are very complex. The shack freeholdingndividual lines. For example, he said: fire, prescribed
project is managed by the LMC, so the member may wish tdurning for ecological objectives—$32 000; publicity and
further question Minister Armitage tomorrow on that, butpromotion—$270 000; and so on. Is it possible to get a
certainly it is ongoing at this stage. breakdown across all of the output classes of program details?
Mr HILL: Inrelation to the perpetual leases, | mustsay TheHon. |.F. EVANS: When you say ‘program’, what
that | do not know a lot about them, but how many perpetuatio you mean?
leases would the minister anticipate may well be converted Mr HILL: The difficulty | have in trying to follow the
to freehold over the next 12 months or the next number obudget is that there is $13 million here and $15 million there
years? for a range of outputs. | am trying to understand what you
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | could not project, but | can give spend money on—what programs have money behind them?
the member some information on what has happened in tHa relation to output 3.1, last year under the heading ‘Activity
past. | am advised that perpetual leases have slowed tolescriptions’ there was: fauna management, kangaroos,
trickle. Basically 16 600 perpetual leases remain in existenckoala, other—$295 000; native vegetation, management
throughout the state. Since 1996 a total of some 6 368eritage agreements of introduced species—$4.726 million;
perpetual leases have been converted to freehold title and 3@5d so on. You gave more detail of how much money was
perpetual leases were converted to freehold title during thepent in each output class.
year 2000. So, since 1996, in five years, the figure is just TheHon.|.F. EVANS: We can put these in broad
under 6 400, and we had only 375 last year, so they haveategories for you. To what degree you break it down
slowed considerably. One expects, because of the way theécomes the issue. | am happy for the agency to do some
is trading at the moment, that many of them got in early, tookvork putting these into broad categories for you and | will
up the offer, and only a few remain. forward that.
In relation to shack freeholding, which is a differentissue, Mr HILL: | will put questions on notice if | do not get
my brief tells me that the Land Management Corporatiorenough information.
target was about 900 to be signed by 30 June 2000. That was The Hon. |.F. EVANS: Then you will be able to detail
surpassed in October 2000 and it is expected that by thexactly what you want.
completion of that particular program about 1 250 contracts Mr HILL: | want a feeling for where the money goes, and
would have been signed. I do not get that from the papers. Can the minister also, across
Mr HILL: I turn now to output class 8, and refer to the all output classes—in the environment sector, at least—give
third dot point under ‘targets’, which relates to the develop-an indication of how much is spent on publicity, public
ment of a biodiversity and conservation act for Southrelations and promotions and so on?
Australia. That has been in planning for some time now. Can TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The Department for Environment
the minister indicate where that is at and when the House caand Heritage’s spending on advertising and promotion needs
expect to see the legislation? to be considered in the context of a diverse range of public
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: My advice is that the department interest themes that the portfolio encompasses including
has done some work internally and across agencies ienvironment, recreation, sport and racing, volunteers and the
discussions at least, and the preparation of a possible actligternational Year of Volunteers. These themes are often
still in its early days. The department is looking at a discusthought of by the public as separate entities and, therefore,
sion paper at this stage. It is early days, so | would notequire specific advertising and promotional activities
necessarily commit to seeing that this side of Christmas. meaningful to the various target segments. During the



148 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 26 June 2001

2000-01 financial year DEH spent around $590 000 otyear. This crosses into recreation and sport: if you are talking
advertising and promotion. The environment and heritagabout a whole of portfolio issue in relation to the
component of that was a touch over $500 000 at $503 0023.3 million, you will have to bear with me because it is tied
Do you want a total sum or individual details? up with other sections of the portfolio. An amount of
Mr HILL: The total sum would be fine. $23.3 million has been allocated for capital investment in the
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | do not have that: | have not 2001-02 financial year. A new initiative this year is the
been given one total sum. | actually have $503 000 as therovision of funding for community and sporting recreation
total sum for environment and heritage. That is what the brieinfrastructure, with some $17 million being allocated over
tells me. three years and $7 million allocated for this purpose in 2001-
Mr HILL: Can the minister tell us how much money was02; a total of $6 million for work in progress for the year
carried over from last year’s budget into the current year? 2001-02 financial year; and the major initiative to be
guess you cannot tell us how much will be carried into theundertaken with contributions from the ongoing parks agenda
future, but how much money was carried over fromprogram involves the Rocky River precinct, on which | have

1999-2000 to 2000-01? given a detailed answer earlier in these estimates. The
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | will ask Mr Janssan to answer estimated investment in that project this year is $5.7 million,
this question. with a total cost of just over $7.6 million over four years. The

Mr JANSSAN: In relation to the published 2000-01 2001-02 budget estimate includes $2.5 million, inclusive of
budget, the reported figure for operating expenditure wasarry-over from the 2000-01 financial year, relating to an
$149 million. Included in that figure was $3 million of carry- approved amount of $6.2 million for the upgrade of trails. A
over. In the 2000-01 estimated result, as published, it wakirther $7.7 million will be spent on minor works, including
$156 million. An amount of $11 million was carried over asset replacement and infrastructure upgrade.
from the 1999-2000 budget and was reduced by $4 million In addition to the investment program, community
and brought into the figuring for the 2001-02 budget. So, innvestments of $2.5 million have been provided to undertake
effect, $3 million in 2000-01, a net figure of $7 million in the implementation of a more sustainable method of protecting
estimated result for 2000-01, and $4 million is built into theproperty and maintaining beach amenity on the metropolitan

2001-02 budget. coast, and we detailed that in an earlier answer. The imple-
Mr HILL: I do not understand the term ‘built in’; can you mentation strategy for the metropolitan coastline includes
explain? initiatives such as sand replenishing, and so on, which we

Mr JANSSAN: Incorporated in those figures are thosementioned earlier. There are more details in the investment
amounts of carry-over. So, exclusive of carry-overs, if thasummary on page 10.28 of the budget papers.
is the figure that you are looking to work from, the 2000-01  Mr HILL: The full-time equivalents are predicted to rise
budget would read $146 million, the 2000-01 estimated resufrom 1 190 to 1 220: can the minister indicate where those
would be $149 million and the 2001-02 figure would beextra 30 staff will be deployed?
$161 million. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The estimated full-time equiva-

Mr HILL: Can the minister also give a global figure for lents (FTEs) within the department number 1190 as at
the grants that were received from the commonwealth in th80 June 2000 and we have a budget figure of 1 220 FTEs as
current year and are anticipated to be received next year?at 30 June 2001. The variance between the estimated result

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: There is a grant revenue figure and the budget estimate of FTE positions primarily represents
of about $22 million in our statement of financial performan-additional human resources associated with the new initiative
ces on page 10.29. Does your question relate purely tannounced by the government in the budget. So, there are

commonwealth moneys? four FTEs for the increased EPA regional presence; five
Mr HILL: Where else would grants come from? FTEs will be involved in establishing a system of marine
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: From trusts, and those sorts of protected areas; three FTEs involved with the government’s

groups. marine and estuarine strategy; three FTEs involved with
Mr HILL: My general question is what is the total initiatives in the Office of Volunteers, although they are

amount for grants? working through an office plan at this stage and that number

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: In regard to the total amount for is not final; 12 involved in various other externally funded
grants received from any source, there is a figure in th@rojects—which is where, | think, we get a grant for a
operating revenue section for grant revenue in the 2001-0&pecific project with a defined time line and someone is taken
budget of $22.2 million, and the estimated result last year wasn for a short period, and there are a various number of those
about $21 million. We are budgeting for a grant revenue oprojects; and three involved in integrated natural resource

$22.2 million. management initiatives.
Mr HILL: Would | be correct in assuming that most of ~ They virtually all relate to increased spending in the
that is commonwealth funding? budget in those priority areas. The increase in budget
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Certainly most of itis common- spending reflects an increase in staff investment within the
wealth money, yes. agency. Itis not reflected in the papers, but an additional five

Mr HILL: Can the minister also provide details of the personnel are involved in an air monitoring contract that the
investment funds of $23.3 million? | know that some of thosedepartment is working on now. So, a further five would be
details are in the capital works book, but not all of them areadded to those figures.

there. Mr CLARKE: Inrelation to the number of inspectors—
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Are you talking about capital who | understand would come under the EPA—involved with

investment? clean air. clean water and noise, will there be an increase in
Mr HILL: Yes. staffing levels in that area?

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: For capital investment, TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Certainly in the regions. An
$23.3 million has been allocated in the 2001-02 financiahnswer was given earlier to a very good question from the
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member for Chaffey in relation to expanding the EPA'smonitoring equipment will be installed include Netley, Hope
regional presence. We have allocated $360 000 over folralley, Elizabeth, Northfield and Kensington. We will be
years, which from memory is $1.44 million over the next fourable to obviously keep track of local air quality in the district
years, to expand the regional presence, because of the vdsy regular monitoring.
strong economic growth. | am sure that the member for Ross Mr CLARKE: So, no extra human noses to detect the
Smith realises that there have been expanded industries in thmells; is that what you are saying?
Murray Bridge and Riverland area. That is one of the areas TheHon. |.F. EVANS: There are 92 authorised officers,
where we are looking at expanding the EPA's role. So, theraith three in the investigation area. The honourable mem-
certainly is money there for that. The investigation unit haser’s council area has an arrangement with the EPA whereby
been established within the operations branch of the EPA, theis undertaking this work. | am not sure how many officers
agency. The unit is involved with investigation of offencesin the honourable member’s council are under that arrange-
under the Pollution of Waters by Oil and Noxious Substancement, but he could certainly find out that quickly enough
Act as well as the EP act. The unit currently has three fullfrom his council. It would be beyond resources and
time investigators backed up with its own administrativecommunity expectation for government to monitor every
support. An additional investigator is called in under contracsingle business. Where issues have been raised with certain
as and when necessary. As | have said, we are looking atsinesses, | know that monitoring has been requested, either
having another EPA presence within the regions. There arrough an order or through licence conditions. Of course, the
92 authorised officers within the EPA and any of these caproblem with odour is that it comes and goes so quickly. |
also be involved in an investigation. invite Mr Newland to comment on the odour issue.
Mr CLARKE: | take it that the 92 authorised officersare  Mr NEWLAND: The only thing | can add to what the
local government people in the main? minister has said is that, when we get complaints relating to
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | will ask Mr Holmes to comment  emission of odours, we respond to those as quickly as we can.
on that. We cannot have air quality inspectors roving, as it were; we
Mr CLARKE: Before he does, | will explain my question just do not have those sorts of resources. We are able to
so that | get full value out of my bracket of three. In the cleanrespond quickly to odour complaints, because we have a
air exercise, for years there were only two inspectors to covegretty good understanding as to where odours are likely to
the whole state’s public and private sectors. | do not know ibccur. Therefore, we are able to respond to those sorts of
that has been increased in recent years but one of nproblems in a fairly quick manner.
concerns in low-lying and flat areas of my electorate, suchas Mr CLARKE: I refer to the recent public furore about the
Kilburn, near heavy industry, is that, when there are noxioutackadaisical approach taken some PIRSA contractors with
smells and the like, people are told to phone the officer. Itespect to fruit fly spraying. By way of example, the issue has
could be midnight when they smell the noxious odours andeen raised with me around the Adelaide Hills, and | have
all they can do is leave a recorded message. Of course, by thad a chance to look at the Adelaide Hills, and the issue of
time someone gets around to doing the inspection, ththe local government contractors—
noxious smell has dissipated through the atmosphere due to An honourable member: Within the Adelaide Hills?
wind changes, or whatever. So, identifying which company Mr CLARKE: Yes, within the Adelaide Hills. A person
or industry was responsible for that noxious smell is almosfrom that area has approached me on this matter on a couple
impossible because you cannot get an officer out at the timef occasions, and | have had a look at a few things. Local
the complaint is made, or in a timely fashion. government contractors have not been particularly careful
The other aspect is noise pollution. | know that the EPAwhen they spray pesticides to kill weeds on the sides of roads.
was authorising councils in my area, such as the PolMVhat sort of monitoring is your department—in particular,
Adelaide Enfield Council, to take over some of that role. Ithe EPA—taking to ensure that pesticides do not enter into
wonder how many local government authorities have doneur water supply, particularly in the water catchment area,
that and whether, in fact, they are up to speed without beingiven the growth of vineyards and the heavy pesticide
able to take over that responsibility. Presumably, they shouldpraying associated with that industry, and also the aerial
be able to in the sense of doing it better than the EPA, givespraying and the like that takes place with respect to other
that, theoretically, they have more people on the ground tagricultural pursuits in that area? Are all our reservoirs and
service the complaints. Will the minister comment on this?the like being monitored with respect to the level of pesticides
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The committee heard an answer and, if so, are they within acceptable ranges with respect to
earlier this morning about the local government trial projecthhuman consumption? Has any increase been recorded in the
which involves the City of Port Adelaide/Enfield as one of quantity of pesticides in our water supply? Along railway
the three councils, Adelaide Hills and Adelaide being thdines arsenic has been dumped—and this is not just in the
others. Their local council officers have been working withAdelaide Hills but elsewhere—in the course of maintaining
the EPA in taking over those responsibilities. They have hathose tracks over many years. They were sprayed in a willy-
joint inspections, there has been training, and so on. Localilly fashion, not just directly on the tracks but on the sides.
government is already taking over that role as a trial in thédne only has to look at the damage that has caused to the
honourable member’s area. That trial finishes in Novembeiocal environment. What, if any, studies are the agencies
this year, having started last November. We will have a lookundertaking in this area on the use of pesticides?
at that leading up to November to see how successful that has TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The Environment Protection
been. Authority has set up a subcommittee to look specifically at
Earlier today, another answer was given about an aithe issue of pesticides. From memory, it has done that in the
quality index and air monitoring. We are taking on an extraast eight weeks or three months, because it is aware of the
five staff in relation to air monitoring issues. We are developissues involved with pesticides. In an earlier answer to the
ing an air quality index for Adelaide. From memory, there arecommittee, | gave details of the Watershed Protection Office
15 monitoring sites throughout Adelaide. Other sites wherghat we established in Stirling in the middle of a catchment
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to monitor and to try to improve practices, particularlyin our reservoirs increased? | presume there is ongoing
agricultural practices. It has been involved in 65 pesticidanonitoring?
education courses, involving some 600 landholders or TheHon.|.F. EVANS: SA Water would monitor
industry participants throughout the area. In the pasteservoirs. Minister Armitage is on tomorrow. We will refer
12 months in Stirling we established a presence, of about 1at question to him and you might wish to raise it with him
staff, specifically to deal with watershed issues and educatemorrow. A process is in place for the monitoring of our
landholders and the public about the watershed with regargiater—particularly our drinking water. | am receiving regular
to what they should and should not use. notes in relation to the water monitoring, just to keep us
As | have said, we have run 65 pesticide education coursesbreast of levels of bacteria, etc. My understanding is that
involving 600 landholder industry participants. There haveSA Water does the monitoring, so that is not in this portfolio.
also been eight pesticide environment/safety television pmr CLARKE: | can understand in one sense PIRSA
segments run through Channel 9 to provide some broadgging the lead advocate and the Minister for Primary
education on pesticides. This all falls under a project calleghdustries being the lead minister with respect to the green
the Pesticide Use in the Mount Lofty Ranges Watershe@aper on the use of pesticides. It seems to me that we have a
project. Itis a project specifically designed for the watershe@oplem in that for some people in primary industries and the
and pesticide use. Itinvolves the EPA, SA Water, PIRSA an¢hdustry itself—farmers and the like—their belief in pesti-
the Catchment Water Management Board (CWMB). Alsogides is such that they would happily eat them. | wonder
there are pesticide environment and safety displays at retadhout potential conflicts of interest within PIRSA and its
outlets, as well as videos, brochures and demonstrations. close association with those who believe that pesticides are
As far as pesticides go, | understand that PIRSA is doingvonderful things in improving the growth or output of grains
areview in relation to the unfortunate issue in Unley the othepr whatever produce is grown. How close an eye does your
month. Our agency, in conjunction with PIRSA and otherdepartment or the EPA keep? Is it at arm’s length remove
agencies, has been fairly proactive. The authority itselfrom the farming industry, or the lobby groups there who are
established the subcommittee, and we have been running thgppy to spray pesticides all over the place, in ensuring that
Pesticide Use in the Mount Lofty Ranges Watershed projeaihat does take place is within acceptable limits as far as the
over the last 12 months, and that is an ongoing project. Thergnvironment is concerned?
is a quite good system in place in those areas. TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | am advised that that is one of
Mr CLARKE: | want to pursue the pesticide issue the reasons why the authority has taken the step to set up a
further. The Minister for Primary Industries has had on hissypcommittee in relation to pesticides so that they can
desk for at least two years a green paper on the use @bntinue to take a close interest in the pesticides matter. The
pesticides. During the budget week when the budget wagthority has taken action to set up its own subcommittee.
handed down, | asked that minister where it was, and he saifhe green paper is essentially a discussion document and the
he was asking that question himself. He had only just askegovernment agencies themselves get to comment on it. So,
his department again to ascertain what he should be doing @fith respect to your comment about conflicts of interest or
it, some two years after the event. Does the ministergifferences of view, or if the agency wishes to raise some-
department get involved in that green paper and, if so, wheghing, the green paper process allows them to raise some-
can we expect to see a published result of what the goverihing. So, | think the preparation of a green paper on pesti-

ment is going to do about the use of pesticides? cides by PIRSA is a positive initiative; | do not have such an
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | will refer that question to the jssue with it as you do.

Minister for Primary Industries. ) Mr CLARKE: So, SA Water does the monitoring of the
Mr CLARKE: So environment is not involved? level of pesticides within our reservoirs. Is that information

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: If he has the green paper, | will automatically provided to the EPA or upon request by the
refer that to him. In fairness to him, the honourable membeEPA? If so, do you have the latest readings or a history of
has already raised the point in question time. | understangadings and, if so, what do those readings show?
from the honourable member that the minister was getting TnheHon. I.F. EVANS: You may want to clarify that

back to him on it. In fairness to my ministerial colleague, Iquestion with Minister Armitage tomorrow. The EPA does
will refer the question to him so that he can coordinate the,ot just get it automatically; it can get it at any time on

answers and come back to the honourable member. request. A process is in place where the Department of
Mr CLARKE: Is your department involved with it? Human Services—the Minister for Human Services too, |
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: Yes, we are. would suspect—Minister Armitage and | are notified
Mr CLARKE: So, can you say from your department’s immediately if there is a health issue. If there is a health issue

point of view where you are with the green paper? a procedure is in place that provides for automatic notifica-
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The green paper is being handled tion. If the monitoring is done daily, automatically supplying

by the Minister for Primary Industries. that to a number of agencies would involve a huge cost. So,

Mr HARVEY: The green paper is being handled by themy advice is that the EPA can obtain the monitoring at any
Minister for Primary Industries, and we are providing inputtime it wishes, upon request. The relationship between human
through the EPA into the content of that green paper. services and SA Water is outside my domain. You may want

Mr CLARKE: So, itis all up to PIRSA? to ask Minister Armitage about how the process works in

Mr HARVEY: The Minister for Primary Industries is the relation to health issues and water monitoring.
lead minister on this piece of legislation but, because of the Mr CLARKE: Given that answer, that upon request the
importance of the legislation from an EPA perspective, we=PA can and does receive information on pesticide levels in
are providing input to its content. our reservoirs, what does that information show?

Mr CLARKE: Dealing with the concentration of TheHon. |.F. EVANS: For which reservoir, and at what
pesticides in our reservoirs, has the level of pesticide readingsne?
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Mr CLARKE: Let us take all the metropolitan reservoirs. fairly good system in relation to water monitoring and action
What do the readings show as at the last reading that the ERAat needs to be taken from there.
has information for, versus the history over the past five or
seven years or for whatever period the EPA has records? It Additional Departmental Advisers:
strikes me as a bit unusual that the level of pesticide readings Mr P. Croft, Acting Director, Business Development.
in our water supply is not provided as a matter of course to  Mr P. Fernee, Manager, Major Projects.
the EPA, or that the EPA would not have a standing request \js c. Mex, Manager, Office for Volunteers.

for that information. e : :
. . Ms S. Greene, Ministerial Adviser.
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: As soon as there is a health issue,

an automatic process kicks into gear; that is the point 1 am The CHAIRMAN: Minister. is it your wish to make an
making. A level of pesticide means what? One part eVerynening statement in respect ’Of this topic?
20 million or 100 million? The government is concerned

about the health of taxpayers. The primary concern with  The Hon. |.F. EVANS: Volunteering is a significant way
water is making sure we are delivering clean, healthy watefn which people can participate in their communities. It
so levels of pesticide or any chemical in water becomes Brovides a way for individuals and groups to address the
matter of what part per million and how that relates to safetyy man, environmental and social needs of society. Volunteer-
issues. | am trying to explain that a process is in place Wher@,g involves the giving of our most precious commodity, that
if there is a health issue there is automatic notification at the;"5ur own time. More than 400 000 South Australians
most senior levels within government so that issues can bgesently volunteer their time, energy and skills to a range of
dealt with immediately or as quickly as possible. ~_endeavours in the arts, community services, education,
_I'think the appropriate minister to answer this question issmergency services, sport and recreation, health, tourism and
Minister Armitage, who | am sure will be more than happy the environment. They contribute approximately 704 million
to explain how that water monitoring system works. | ampoyrs of labour to the community through more than 5 000
notified as minister if there is a health issue and, from,q|untary organisations currently active across the state.

memory, the ministers for health, water and government  zq 5 resyit of a volunteer summit and forum held by the
enterprises would all be notified automatically if there werega
t

health i E i 1h levels that d overnment in 1999, a new ministerial portfolio or area of
a health issue. Even if there are levels that do not present sponsibility was created for volunteers, and the Office for

health issue, a system is in place where we are notified tha|hteers was established. The Office for Volunteers is a

x, y and z were found but they present no health issue. Thgosq_government service team located within the Department
" health i it itd t 2 health r Environment and Heritage that supports and promotes

presents no health ISsue or 1T It does preésent a healln ISSUfy| nteering. They do this by facilitating smooth implementa-

there is immediate action. A very strict process is in place i, ¢ government policy and programs for volunteering:

relation to that. In fairness, you should take that up with

2 ; > developing legislative and policy initiatives that support
ch'rg'jéir Armitage under his SA Water banner to talk thatyqnteering; and establishing mechanisms of communication

. in order to work in partnership and consultation with the
Mr CLARKE: But at this stage your agency has no b P

inf . 1o whether th has b p volunteer community.
information as to whether there has been an increase or By achieving these initiatives, the Office for Volunteers

%:Uvaﬁllsﬁ;cgrt'g Lﬁ;ﬁl t?)fg::tlscf\(?\?artggrSﬁ?eZ]s%wereZ?Q{[cglr 'l?ms to strengthen the services and support for volunteers
something, the EPA does not see it as .its res onsib)illity to fin ho help create a stronger community. The output "Volunteer
9. P oordination’ is included in the output class ‘Policy and

that out? | can understand about a health emergency or SOMES \ dination”. A great deal has been achieved to support

thing of this nature being automatically notified. However. C o .
) .~ 'volunteering in South Australia in a short period, and some
I would have thought that you do not want to find out at flveOf the highlights this year include:

minutes to midnight that you have a problem on your hands: . 8 -
I would have thought it would be nice, as part of an ongoing The es@abllshment'of the.offlce within the 'departmenj[.
Releasing a draft discussion paper proposing new legisla-

history, to know whether in fact there is a tendency for an . z
increase in pesticides to be found in our drinking water over tion to offer better protection to volunteers from possible

a period of time, so that, even though at this stage it may not CiVil liability action. This legislation is intended to protect
pose a potential danger to human consumption, you can at volyn'geers agamst civil liability arising out of authqused
least then say that we have to take steps to address that steady2ctivities while they are volunteering for duly constituted
increase in pesticides in our drinking water—so thatyou can not-for-profit organisations. Over 20 public consultation
do it in a programmed way—rather than finding out at five ~S€Ssions were held throughout the state in April and May.
minutes to midnight that there are serious health issues and Public submissions are being analysed and recommenda-
that you then have to take drastic steps. tions will be forwarded in due course.

TheHon.I.F. EVANS: | will provide some more - Releasing a draft volunteer alliance that proposes a
information for the honourable member. | am not quite sure  Partnership between government and the volunteer
under which budget line we are discussing this matter. There Sector—an arrangement that will provide great support to
is a state water policy committee which provides cross- Volunteering within the state.
government coordination. Officers from my department sit  Permanently renaming the Adelaide Cup public holiday
on that water policy committee. There is a subcommittee that in May as the Adelaide Cup Carnival and Volunteers Day
deals with water quality issues, and there have been no in recognition of our state’s volunteers.
significant issues raised at this time. The most recent problem Launching this year the community journalism program
they had was about two years ago in relation to some in cooperation with the University of South Australia and
spraying by forestry. That water policy subcommittee does the AdelaideAdvertiser to profile the voluntary sector
oversee the water monitoring data. | think government has a weekly in the media.
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Allocation of $480 000 to support a program in 2001 forcommunity discussions as part of our community cabinets,
the International Year of Volunteers. The Internationalhas been supportive of the principle as set out in the volunteer
Year of Volunteers is a major event for South Australiaprotection legislation paper.
with 508 events being scheduled throughout the year; over Mr HILL: Does the minister's plan include minimum
13 000 certificates of appreciation have been given t@tandards for insurance? Before the minister answers that
volunteers to date; over 200 stories have been reported tuestion, | relate a note that | picked up from the most recent
the media regarding the International Year of Volunteersyewsletter of the Friends of the Onkaparinga Parks. One of
activities since January and, due to this media coveragéhe members wrote to say he was quitting the organisation
several volunteer community groups have reported aBecause of problems with insurance and inadequate vehicle
increase in people interested in becoming volunteers fagxpenses paid to him. That is a slightly different issue. He
their organisations. broke his leg and put in a claim for loss of primary produc-
The 2001-02 state budget provides an additionation income while he was incapacitated for six weeks. That
$1 million per annum for the establishment of a permanenjyas refused. He asked the question: what would happen if |
Office for Volunteers in South Australia, recognising thewas out of action for 20 weeks or 52 weeks? As a result of
invaluable support provided by the volunteers. The sum ofhjs, he feels he can no longer continue to volunteer because
$6.2 million will be provided over four years to introduce he is worried that if he has a further injury he may be out of
specific new support and promotion services to develop angork even longer. So, the question about minimum standards
enhance the volunteer community, including the establishis pertinent.
ment of a permanent Office for Volunteers, similar to the  tpe Hon | F. EVANS: Thatis a different issue from the
current Office for Fhe Ageing and the Office for_the Status of giscussion paper. The issue of minimum standards for
Women. | am delighted that a permanent Office for Volun-igrance for the volunteer sector is a totally different issue
teers is to be initiated in the International Year of Volunteers, o the discussion paper. Some of the American states have
and in the first state in Australia with a minister responsibl&yieq o establish minimum criteria or uniformity in relation

for volunteers. L to what volunteer organisations need to provide by way of
Other recent volunteering initiatives include: insurance. We have certainly downloaded that information
Funding to support training for 4 000 volunteers through-yng had a look at it, but it is not part of the discussion paper.
out South Australia; o . That is a totally separate issue. Those sorts of issues that are
Launch of our community journalism program; filtering through are now common place.
Allocation of $50 000 to support a state volunteering

conference: In some volunteer organisations, it is not so much concern
S . about the injuries that are occurring but, rather, concern about
Allocation of $180 000 to the 100 Hours Program " the cost of the insurance and trying to get some uniformity

conjunction with Business SA, where volunteer organisay etween the various organisations. That is an issue that the
tions can access up to 100 hours of support througgarliament will have to address long term; otherwise,

volunteers from the corporate sector to assist their variou! S o . .
P rganisations will either simply not insure or fold because

organisations; ; - ;
Release of the Premier's volunteer certificates of achieveln6Y cannot afford the insurance. That issue was raised at the
ment volunteer summit and forum. Since then we have been doing

Funding in the 2001-02 budget will also provide for the @ lot of research to try to work out a policy solution, in part,

: : only for that issue but also for the issues raised in the
establishment and maintenance of volunteer databases, arﬁ:élcussion paper.

South Australia’s new Office for Volunteers will provide

enhanced support for community volunteer organisations O xample, I know that for Apex (which is a national
throughout the state. organisation) the cost of insurance was about $35 a head.

Mr HILL: | am asking questions on behalf of the |eader’Yesterday, I had discussions with a small group in the Port
who is unavailable today. | have four questions to ask thé\Ugusta area. They had 10 members and the insurance cost
minister. In relation to the insurance discussion paper, Y@ $860, or $85 or $86 a head, for a small group of 10.
understand that submissions closed on 25 May. Can the Mr HILL: A head!
minister say what has been the response of volunteering TheHon. |.F. EVANS: It was $860 or $86 a head for a
organisations to the proposal contained in that paper tgroup of 10 people. Obviously, if they can attract more
prohibit legal proceedings against individual volunteers angbeople, the cost per head comes down, but it has been 10 for
to transfer legal liability to the volunteers’ parent organisatiora number of years. For that group the issue becomes, ‘Why
where that organisation is incorporated or is a state or localolunteer and do fundraising when the first $1 000 goes to the
government body? insurers?’ That becomes areal issue, particularly in regional

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | would say generally positive. South Australia, because there is not the volume of numbers
It is a complex area. Governments will have to address ato cover all the volunteer avenues. Quite often, the volunteers
issue in relation to insurance costs with the volunteer sectoat the footy club are the same volunteers at Friends of Parks,
There is no doubt that is an issue that is raising some conceRed Cross or Meals on Wheels. | remember meeting one lady
within the community. | think, generally, people support thewho had nine badges down her coat from all the different
principle. We have had a careful look at what they have donerganisations in which she was involved. If you worked out
in America in relation to volunteer protection legislation. how much fundraising she would have to do to cover her
There are a number of different models and examples imsurance, it would be horrific. This is an issue which the
America and other countries. parliament will have to address. | do not claim to have the

We are still committed to the principle of volunteer answer today. All | am saying is that we are looking at
protection legislation and we are working through all theinnovative policy solutions to try to cap some of their costs,
comments that have been sent in. The general responses best we can, so that we can protect the ethos of volunteer-
whether at the community consultation processes or ahg from being overrun by insurance costs.
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Mr HILL: Just following on from that, | assume that, if ~ Ms C. Andrews, Ministerial Liaison and Communications
Apex can get it at $35 a head throughout Australia, then ther®fficer.
must be some way of joining some of these smaller groups Mr J. Green, Manager, Finance.
together so that they can take advantage of a cheaper rate. Ms J. Hughes, Director, Policy and Special Projects.
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Yes, one would assume thatthere ~ Mr W. Battams, Director, SA Sports Institute.
must be some way of doing that. The problem then arises of Mr C. Paul, Manager, Business Services.
how we get all those groups together to agree on a uniform Mr R. Fletcher, Executive Adviser, Office of the Chief
policy and uniform conditions, which would be an interestingExecutive, Department for Environment and Heritage.
task for someone considering that we are going from art
groups to service clubs to footy clubs to heritage groups. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | have a short opening statement.
However, that question has come to our mind; that is, is ther&he government’s recreation and sport program is delivered
some collective buying issue that we need to work throughthrough the Office for Recreation and Sport, a division of the
Certainly since the summer we have done an enormou3epartment for Environment and Heritage. The office works
amount of research on the insurance issue, but the issimpartnership with a range of service providers to promote
which the member raises about capping limits is a totalljthe development of and participation in recreation and sport.
different issue from the one in the discussion paper. The aim is to make a positive impact on the social, health and
Mr HILL: Earlier this year, | understand that the ministereconomic well-being of the community through: providing
released a draft volunteer alliance paper for comment bg leadership role for the recreation and sport industry;
8 June 2001. The paper asked the question: who should sigstablishing and promoting strategic alliances within the
this alliance on behalf of the volunteer community? Can theecreation and sport industry, commerce and all levels of
minister provide information on the answer to that questiorgovernment; ensuring the development of recreation and
now that the submissions have been received? sport facilities, programs and services in a strategic manner;
TheHon.|.F. EVANS: No, | cannot. We are still developing our athletes, coaches and support services to
analysing the submissions in relation to that discussion papétternational standards; developing and assisting in the
and that issue. The government will respond to the submiggromotion and export of products and services of the
sions in due course, and that response will outline théecreation and sport industry; and promoting the social,
government’s policy. From memory, there were three optiongphysical and economic benefits of participation in recreation
One option was to have the minister’s round table sign off orand sport activities.
it, but some concerns were raised about having the minister's The year 2000-01 has been a significant year in terms of
round table, which is appointed by the minister, signing offrecreation and sport in South Australia. Some of the high-
on an alliance with the minister. Another option was Volun-lights from the year include: achieving the highest level of
teering SA, which is a long established group with an interesPlympic and Paralympic team representation and attracting
in volunteering. Another option was to form a body of peak20 000 bed nights for the local tourism industry through
organisations, including Volunteering SA, which would thenathletes and officials from visiting countries using Adelaide
form a volunteering state council which would not only signas a training base in preparation for the Olympic and
the alliance but also undertake other duties as a state coundflaralympic Games in Sydney; increasing funding for
They are the three options on which we asked for commengommunity recreation and sport facilities by $1.1 million and
and, as | say, we are sifting through the responses now. funding grants to recreation and sporting clubs by some
Mr HILL: Last December, | understand that Volunteering$900 000; developing a strategy for state water safety;
SA complained that, although an amount of $550 000 hadeveloping an integrated state mountain bike plan, which is
been allocated to volunteering, no money had been passed amational first, in cooperation with Bicycle SA and other key
by December 2000. What funds have been allocated tstakeholders, to ensure coordinated, sustainable recreational
community organisations for the next financial year, andpportunities; and completing stage one of the asset and risk

when will the cheques go out? management audit of trails.
The Hon. I.F. EVANS: When the member says With the release of the 2001-02 state budget, South
‘community organisations’— Australians can again be assured that recreation and sport will
Mr HILL: Volunteering organisations. continue to be a high priority for the state government. Sport

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | understand that Volunteering and physical activity are an integral part of everyday life for
SA receives most of its funding from Human Services. WeSouth Australians, and the state budget for 2001-02 again
fund some programs. For instance, they did some training foeflects a strong commitment by the government to recreation
us and we funded that as a one-off program. | think thetnd sport. It gives me a great deal of pleasure to advise the
member will find that that complaint about the $550 000 wagommittee of a new funding program totalling $17 million
a printing error within the budget at the time, and a letter ofover the next three years to enable sport and recreation
explanation was sent to Volunteering SA when that wa®rganisations across the state greater access to grants for
raised. | think the budget paper said ‘$550 000 to Volunteerfacility development. This new community facility grant
ing SA, whereas it should have said ‘$550 000 to volun-program will allow communities to plan for sport and
teering’. | think that was a printing error and we explainedrecreation infrastructure to meet their needs, with $7 million

that to Volunteering SA at the time. being provided in 2001-02.
Mr HILL: I thank the minister for that answer and allthe ~ As promised, some of this new funding program will be
other answers today. earmarked for improvements at the Adelaide Aquatic Centre.
In addition, the 2001-02 budget provides up to $1 million to
Additional Departmental Advisers: help facilitate the development of a new Marion indoor
Mr S. Forrest, Executive Director, Office for Recreation aquatic centre. This latest injection of funds comes on top of
and Sport. the government’s decision this year to double the funding to

Mr P. Schwarz, Manager, Grants. the community recreation and sport facilities program from
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$900 000 to approximately $1.9 million, and to double theHansard. | do not have the benefit of knowing what the
active club grant program from $940 000 to approximatelyminister said, but he may have, in fact, highlighted what |
$1.8 million. The new and existing programs, including thewould like to first ask about a new sum of money that was
$6 million per annum management development progranannounced in the budget for community sports and recreation
will result in the distribution of around $17 million to an infrastructure. Can the minister provide additional informa-
estimated 400 community based sport and recreationdibn about where money is going in respect of that new
organisations in the year 2001-02. announcement that has been made by the government?

Over the next three years the government’s commitments TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Some of the money will be
total some $47 million. Other features of the 2001-02 sporthegotiated with the Adelaide City Council in relation to the
and recreation budget include: $2.49 million to maintain andAdelaide Aquatic Centre and the balance will be used to
upgrade recreational trails, which is part of a $6.2 million,provide more grants to community groups for sporting and
five-year program; $480 000 for the VacSwim program torecreation infrastructure. The level of interest in the regional
increase awareness of water safety at our beaches, rivers amdreation grant facility program, which was $900 000 last
swimming facilities; the conduct of training seminars to assisyear, went to about $1.9 million. It was always substantially
country clubs and associations in improving and developingver-subscribed, which showed that there was a lot of
their management practices; the development of state artmand in the community for more funding for community
regional recreation sports development plans; the developecreation and sporting facilities, so the provision of an extra
ment of a risk management manual, complete with a trainin7 million this year will assist community recreation sports
program, to keep the SA sport and recreation industry abreagtoups get some of their projects across the line.
of current practices; an initiative to develop mountain bike | give an example. Last year, from memory, under the
riding opportunities for off-road riding that is accessible andregional recreation sports grant line we received around 70
safe for all South Australians; and $125 000 a year for théo 80 applications, whereas this year we received 240
next four years to ensure South Australia’s involvement in th@pplications. From memory, last year—do not hold me to
next Commonwealth, Olympic and Paralympic Games. this—we made about 19 or 20 offers from the 70 or 80
think the committee will agree that the foregoing initiativesapplications. So you can see that, if you are only offering
clearly demonstrate the state government’s strong commi0 grants but you are getting 240 applications, it is substan-
ment to ensuring that South Australians of all ages catially over-subscribed. So, we are pleased to be able to
participate in and enjoy sport and recreation in all communiachieve for the portfolio and for all of those community
ties and at all levels. sporting organisations a significant increase in funding of

The racing industry is an important contributor to the stateb7 million this year, $5 million next year and $5 million the
economy. It generates income from employment and ityear after.
image has raised the profile of South Australia as a tourist Mr WRIGHT: Apart from the aquatic centre, is it
destination. The industry is also an important source ofossible to identify the types of projects that may receive
taxation revenue for the South Australian government. Thenoney under this community sporting and recreation
2000-01 Portfolio Statements included an output class racingfrastructure heading, and how this might differ from the
industry development recognising the role of the Racingther fund that you referred to, which | think was the
Industry Development Authority in establishing the organisacommunity recreation and sport facilities program? | am
tional, financial and strategic framework for an efficient,trying to get a handle on the types of projects that may get
viable and accountable racing industry in South Australiamoney under this particular funding line.

The role of RIDA ceased following corporatisation of the TheHon. |.F. EVANS: They will be very similar
thoroughbred, harness and greyhound controlling bodies iprojects, such as football clubs, netball clubs or tennis clubs
late 2000. The Department for Environment and Heritage hathiat need clubrooms extended or new courts or new lights.
retained a policy role and this change has been represent@étiat sort of thing will be funded, so it will not be dissimilar
by deleting the former output class and moving the outputo the regional recreation facilities grants scheme, which had
racing industry development services to the new recreatio$i1.9 million. Itis that sort of project that will substantially be
and sport racing output class. funded from the new scheme.

The government of South Australia is continuing to  Mr WRIGHT: Do guidelines currently exist with respect
provide support for the racing industry in this state. Keyto the new funding line that was announced and, if not, are
achievements over the last year include the introduction oive going to be using the same guidelines for that other fund
legislation to provide for the corporatisation of the industrythat you just referred to, the regional and recreational
and also the introduction of legislation to regulate and licenséacilities grant?
proprietary racing. These important foundations have paved TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Yes, we are working through the
the way for racing codes to develop sounder businesgrocess now as to the exact details of the guidelines and the
practices and play a greater role in defining the future of theiinformation that we will need to send to the various stake-

industry. holder groups. So, if you ask me today whether they have
finished and signed off, the answer is no, but we are certainly
M ember ship: working on that. There will be some clear communication
Mr Wright substituted for Mr Hill. going out to the various groups as to what might or might not
be included.
The CHAIRMAN: Does the lead speaker for the  Mr WRIGHT: Will there be a ceiling on individual
opposition wish to make a statement? projects? That may still be in the process of being worked
Mr WRIGHT: No. through so | am not going to ask for a specific figure, but |
The CHAIRMAN: Are there any questions? wonder whether there will be some form of ceiling for an

Mr WRIGHT: | will start, if | may. | apologise for individual project; and what will the approval process in
missing the minister’s speech but, obviously, | will read it ingovernment be for this particular program?
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The Hon. |.F. EVANS: We are still working through the would like an assurance, that it will not be a pork-barrelling
guidelines, so whether there is a ceiling or not is one of thexercise.
issues that will need to be worked through. The process that TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Let us keep it in perspective. If
we have used for the regional recreation facilities grantshere is one thing that | have been consistent about as
scheme is by application and then there is an internallinister for Recreation and Sport, it is to try to get more
committee that looks at whether they are eligible or not: somenoney into the community level of recreation and sport. We
that apply are not eligible because they are not incorporatethave doubled the Active Club and regional recreation and
they may not have returned previous acquittals if they haveport amounts during my term as recreation and sports
received a previous grant; or the project might have alreadsninister. We have now won $17 million over the next three
started. There are a number of reasons why they are ngears for community recreation and sporting facilities during
eligible. Then a recommendation goes to the minister fronmy time as sports minister. The fact that it is $7 million this
that committee, usually with a ranking attached to it. Asyear and $5 million for each of the following two years shows
minister, | simply follow the ranking for the allocation of the that it is not a pork-barrelling exercise. We have committed
money. That is the process currently used and | do not seeta $5 million each year after this year.
great difference in the process being used for the other grant We have highlighted that we have gone from about

scheme. 80 applications last year to 240 applications that the agency
Mr WRIGHT: When will money start being made has before it as we speak, and that indicates that the sport and

available through this program? recreation groups are becoming more aware of the grants that
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | would think there will be money are available and are putting in applications. | am aware,

available this side of Christmas. through his various comments in previous reports, that the

Auditor-General always has a close interest in grant pro-
grams. | can say that there will definitely be guidelines and
cabinet sign-off in relation to expenditures. | am aware of
e obvious community interest, as well as the interest of the
egpposition, given the closeness of the election. | make the

that have specific requirements and so forth. | think there jgoint Fhat we are Comm'tted past th(.a.electlon: we .have
about $10 million, or thereabouts, prior to this announceme ommnteld $7 m||||_on this year and $5 million and $5 million,
which was made available with grant money. How do youand that is $47 million over the next three years.

N : - " g Mr WRIGHT: $17 million.
imagine this new money, $7 million, will differ from existing . - -
programs? TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Altogether it is $47 million. As

! . you have admitted, we already have $10 million included in
$1er?|ﬁo%néb;'|§t}|@ﬂs When you say there is the budget. So, $10 million for each of the three years is
$30 million, plus $17 million makes a total of $47 million.
Mr WRIGHT: In grant money. The $6 million from the winding up of the old Living Health
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Let us not get them confused. (as it was known) came across to recreation and sport. So, the
There is the management development program, which i&creation and sport agency grant program has gone from
about $6 million; there is about $2 million—$1.9 million— virtually nothing to about $47 million in a matter of about six
for the regional recreation grant scheme; and then there igears—and | am pleased with that result.
$1.88 million for the active club. The active clubis distribut-  The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | refer to output class 5,
ed $40 000 per electorate and there is no change to that. Thage 10.16. On behalf of my colleague, the member for
management development is $6 million. It closely resembleglinders, with the renewed Life Be In It campaign to stem
the regional recreation grant scheme and, as | have said, weported inactivity of a major proportion of the Australian
are working through the guidelines. There will certainly bepopulation who are overweight, especially children, how do
an application process, and it will follow through standardthe regional sporting facilities and active club grants contri-
procedures as to allocations, but we are still working througbute to this concept of healthier children and adults in South
that process. It may well be that we simply combine it withaystralia?
the current system and say, ‘That system works pretty well. TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | guess this follows on from the
We will keep some money aside for the Adelaide Aquaticmember for Lee’s question in relation to grants and grant
Centre.’ Everyone is familiar with the current program so weprograms. | mentioned in my answer to his question that we
may even combine that, but we are still working through thahave doubled the regional recreation facilities grants and,
process. | acknowledge that it will have to be done fairlyindeed, the active club grants. With the regional recreation
quickly, because the stakeholders will want to know exactlyacilities grants there is generally a limit of about $150 000.
how it works. The improvement is that we have won an extrarhe member for Lee raised the question earlier about possible
$7 million this year, and community recreation and sporfimits, and the maximum limit is $150 000. They can be for
groups have access to it. a range of projects, and could include the upgrade or
Mr WRIGHT: | agree it is good that an additional improvement of existing playing services or the upgrade of
$7 million is going to recreation and sport. But | guess onea multi-purpose sport and recreation facility. Indeed, scout
could make the observation that this is $7 million a fewhalls have even been funded and, indeed, BMX tracks, skate
months before a state election and we do not seem to haveparks and playgrounds are other examples.
lot of detail about the program. It seems a little ironical that Funding allocated throughout 2001 from the 1999-2000
we have gone from $10 million to $17 million a few months round of grants was distributed to 19 organisations (I think
before a state election with little detail about what thel mentioned 22 earlier, but the figure is 19) located across the
guidelines will be. From your answers, it seems that thestate; and 45 per cent of the grants allocated went to country
money and the programs are very similar, if not identical, taand/or regional locations. | think there is confusion in some
the regional and recreational facilities grants. | hope, angeople’s mind that when the word ‘regional’ is used it

Mr WRIGHT: Maybe you have already answered this,
but how will this particular funding program differ from
existing programs? It is my understanding that the range Cﬂ“
programs obviously have guidelines—there are applicatio
forms and criteria and there are obviously budgets allocat
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automatically means country. Of course, that is not quitgoint that because this funding is over three years it should
right: ‘regional’ simply means not a state level facility. So, not be seen as a pork-barrelling exercise—although they may
‘regional’ can be a metropolitan facility that is not used as anot have been the minister's exact words. That does not in
state level facility. any way allay my fears.

Examples of allocations are such things as $50 000 to the The minister could very well—and | hope this is not the
Onkaparinga council to assist in the development of theicase, because this will not be best for sport and recreation in
youth park; $13 500 allocated to the Port Lincoln Council forSouth Australia—as a result of this new funding program,
the development of a purpose-built disabled playgroundannounce a range of projects and dump an additional
about $40 000 to the Mount Gambier Netball Association tdb7 million into the community prior to the next election. A
replace flood lighting; and about $45 000 to the McLarerbig percentage of that money may be reliant on ongoing
Vale Hockey Club for improvements to its facility. funding in years two and three to finish off the project. If we

| guess they are fairly typical of the type of application are lucky enough to be successful at the next election, quite
when | say that we have gone from 80 to 240; it is a crosselearly we will honour that money; we would have no choice
section across the whole community where they are lookingut to do so. The shadow Treasurer has made the point that
for more funding. To be exact, there were 248 applicationghe minister's budget becomes our budget. So there is no
for grants in the last round, and requests for $9.26 milliorguestion about that. In no way is the minister allaying my
worth of grants, with projects totalling about $27 million. In fears that this is not a pork-barrelling exercise or that this
other words, if every project was funded, we would have tadoes not have the potential for dumping money into key
give out $9 million worth of grants and we would get Liberal electorates in the lead-up to the next election.
$27 million worth of work out in the community. | thinkthat It also does nothing to allay my fears that a percentage of
illustrates that the regional recreation facility grants schemdhe $5 million in years two and three will not simply be going
first, is desperately needed and, secondly, is very populanto ongoing funding for programs that are announced. I am
with the general community. genuinely concerned, especially since, before the dinner

The Active Club program is the smaller grant amountbreak, the minister told me that at this stage he does not have
such as $2 000, $3 000 and $4 000 that we get out on a baglgidelines or precise information about where and how this
of $40 000 per electorate. There are three types of grangrogram will take place in the community. It may be an
available: local initiative grants; minor capital works grants;extension in part or it may be the total of the regional and
and youth encompassing sport grants. They are usuallgcreational facilities grant. We need some confidence that
handed out through the local members of parliamentthis money will be used in the right areas, and that it will not
Something like 427 organisations are successful in obtainingimply be a pork-barrelling exercise in the lead-up to a state
an active club grant from the funding rounds conducted ir¢lection where announcements are made about big ticket
May and October 2000. These organisations are spread acrd&¥ns going into certain areas which may be key marginal
the 47 electorates and represent some 51 different sport ahiperal electorates.
recreation activities, ranging from scouting, kindy gym, TheHon. [.F. EVANS: | do not know what | can say
orienteering through to football, tennis and lawn bowls. Theother than what I have already said to allay the honourable
types of projects being funded vary between organisationgnember’s fears. The political process will deliver some
but most in demand is assistance for minor equipmergynicism depending on the individual’s view. As | have said,
purchases, junior sport programs and clubroom development€ have now committed to an ongoing program—$7 million,
| have a list of every successful application if the membe$5 million and $5 million. We would have loved to commit
wants me to read it but, given the closeness of the dinné¥7 million, $5 million and $5 million earlier. However,
break, we will not go down that path. The latest fundingunfortunately, we were paying extraordinary amounts in bank
round of the active club program closed on 27 April 2001 andnterest. We have always said that, once we got the debt
applications are currently being assessed. Allocations shouknder control, we would reinvest in community services. We

be announced in the near future. reinvested in 200 new police and 200 new nurses, and now
we have put money into community sporting infrastructure.
[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m] Before the dinner break, | said that we are working through

the issues of guidelines and so on, and | am comfortable in

Mr WRIGHT: Before the dinner break, before membersmy own mind as to the knowledge of the issues that will be
of the government asked a couple of questions, we wenaised. | am aware of the honourable member’s view, but |
talking about the additional $17 million that has beendo not know what | can say to necessarily dampen the
allocated over three years to the community sporting antlonourable member’s cynicism given the process we are in.
recreational infrastructure, as it has been called in the budget. Mr WRIGHT: One thing the minister could do is provide
The sum of $7 million has been provided in the first financialan assurance that he and his office will be totally removed
year, followed by $5 million in the second year andfrom any decisions with regard to funding for this new
$5 million in the third year. The minister mentioned the additional $7 million for the next financial year.
increase in funding for the Active Club program fromoneto TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The way it works, and | have
two, and the increase in regional and recreational facilityalready explained that—
grant from one to two. | am sure at the time that | acknow- Mr WRIGHT: | know!
ledged and congratulated the minister on that, and | echo that TheHon. I.F. EVANS: But | will explain it again for
now. This additional $7 million will be for the first financial you. The way it works is that the Office of Recreation and
year, and $17 million will be for three years. Unfortunately, Sport has a committee that looks at the matter. It goes
one must still be cynical of this money coming on stream sahrough and works out those who are eligible and ineligible,
close to a state election. Over a financial year the grardand it then ranks the projects in priority order according to
money is increasing from approximately $10 million to their judgment. | then simply work down the list with the
$17 million, and that is a big increase. The minister made théunding available. If one project drops out, | pick the next
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project off the list in rank order. We are conscious of thethere are two rounds of funding per annum. | am interested
issues, and at least for the three years that | have beeéo know, concerning those where the applications have
minister that is the process that has been used. So | aolosed, when the announcement will be and what the
removed, and my office is removed, from the process. Aimetable is for the second round of funding later this year in
representative of my office does not sit on the assessmerdgspect of close of applications for the two particular funds
panel; that is all done by the officers. They usually invite oneand also when the announcement for those particular rounds
member of local government or someone representing localill be made.

government and a community representative, unless those The Hon. I.F. EVANS; My understanding is that, with
people themselves have a conflict of interest. If their organithe active clubs grants, the assessment process is virtually
sations have applied, obviously they are not involved. Thagomplete and | would expect the recommendations reason-
is the process that is being used. | have no intention oiply quickly—within seven days, | am told | should receive
changing that process in relation to this regime, for thehe active club grants list. It is my understanding that the
obvious reasons to which the honourable member is a"ud|n%ssessment committee will have decided by the end of this
Mr WRIGHT: | will just clarify that. Once a list is \eek which of these applications are ineligible for the
prepared by the Office of Recreation and Sport, that theRegjonal recreational facilities grants and then | should get a
comes to the minister. The minister mentioned the fact tha’?anking by 6 July. Then it will be a matter of allocating the

if someone drops out, there might be an elevation. Howevefynds and they will be out. So, both of those will happen
from the description the minister gave me, at least since hgsjatively quickly.

has been minister—and | am not casting aspersions on
anyone else in saying this—he follows religiously the list asq

it is put to him by the Office of Recreation and Sport, order___.. o ; ; i
- o getting out (and it is not the agency’s fault, | might add; it is
by order, priority by priority. He does not elevate anybody formg(/ fault) the grant applications this year because the

\évhtate\égérhr?:og g L;izsirésfh%xcﬁgtg ﬁgﬂ)i%r:]eaﬁs gggﬁg ernment was considering changing one of the criteria. The
ut, whi y u yhav %ency had to wait for a policy decision from the govern-

up with the right requirements. The minister follows reli- ment's ; : ; : ;
! . . . . . party room which did not get to it until late, so it was
giously j[he list that is pro.wded. to him by thg Office O.f late in getting it out. | think the normal process is that the
F\r’]f_ec;eagon and ﬁport and, ifthatis correct, he will do SO with e ation forms are put out in about October or November
this fund, as well. . :
' ; . . for the regional recreational facilities grant and they are

T_hel—_|on. |.F. EVANS: Tha.‘t IS generally right. The ormally announced just after Christmas. We will probably

ranking is prepared by the Office of Recreation and Sport. | e reverting back to that normal time frame. We have put

ranks the PrOJeCtS one, two, three, four, five, six, and so OMxira pressure on the agency this year—and that is something
Those projects then have a requested amount, whether td2at the directors raised with me—because of that timing
$50 000, $100 000 or whatever. | then allocate amount§Ssue

down. It may well be that you end up with $20 000 left over, . . . ,
and the next one in order needs $100 000, so | just go down_ ! Should just explain what the issue was for the member’s
and find the next one that | can fit in that might need $20 ooghformation. You might recall that the clubs that already have
The principle of trying to follow the rankings is the principle POker machines cannot obtain active club grant funds. An
I adopt. Occasionally, one gets jumped over because the pd§FU€ Was raised in relation to whether clubs with poker
of money is not enough to fund that project. There is no poin a_thne licences shoyld be able to get regional recreatlo_nal
offering a project that needs $150 000 the sum of $20 000: cilities grants—the bigger ones. That arose because, | think

simply will not go ahead. Within those criteria, | certainly Tom memory, the Marion Sports and Community Club,
follow the rankings. which had a poker machine licence, applied for a grant for

Mr WRIGHT: We would hope to see this money development pfclubhouse facilities, including a lift, meetipg
distributed evenly and widely and that it is not subject to 2"€@s and dining and bar extension. They ended up receiving
slant, whether it be geographical, electoral or whatever th@ 9rant of $75 000 even though they had a poker machine
case may be. | have expressed my cynicism about th&€nce.
allocation of this additional money four months out fromthe  That raised that policy question, so | had to take it to our
due date of the next state election. party room to find out what they wanted to do. It got tied up

Obviously, this will be a matter for people to watch over Christmas and we did not get the result out to the agency
closely to see the guidelines that are developed; how it fits ikintil about February, and that is why the regional recreation
with the overall package of grant money; how similar orgrants are later than we wanted. In the normal process, they
different it is; whether it lines up with one of the other would be outin October-November, which gives the agency
particular funding lines—the regional and recreationalthe quieter Christmas time to try to assist them.
facilities grant; when this money becomes available; and how Mr WRIGHT: So, the timetable for the recreation and
it is spent. | think that those will all be important consider-sports facilities program is probably around September-
ations to examine closely as this money does becom@ctober, closing off announcements at about September?

avallilable. fer to a different but related area: as | understand. | Hon- -7 EVANS: We go back to the normal time.
nowreter lo a ditferent but refatec area, as 1 undersiand, Mr WRIGHT: And the next round after the current one

applications for the community recreation and sports facilitie ik
program for 2000-01 closed on 25 May 2001 and those fo atwe are In’ ] ]
the active club program closed on 27 April. | think the TheHon.l.F. EVANS: Active club are normally in
minister may have mentioned the latter before the dinnePctober and April.

break. When will these announcements be made and willthe Mr WRIGHT: | am presuming that the second round of
same timetable apply for the second round of funding? | thinkunding is set for later in the year. | know that active club has
I am right in saying that for those particular grant programgwo rounds.

In relation to the $1.8 million involved in the regional
creational facilities scheme for next year, we are late in
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TheHon. |.F. EVANS: That is the only one. Active club all the $500 000 to which you referred was spent. That is the
is the only one that has two rounds; the regional recreationnly way | can interpret it.
facility has only one round. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: That may well be right.

Mr WRIGHT: You have already explained to me the  Mr WRIGHT: | do not make a point about that, except
community recreation and sports facilities program, so | anjust to establish the ground | am working on. What disturbed
happy with that. The active club program will follow through and surprised me was that, of that $411 000 that was made
in this first and the second round as it normally would; thereavailable to these various organisations, some 86 per cent—or
will be no juggling of any announcements pending an$354 000—went to payments made pursuant to underwriting

election or potential election? arrangements with the South Australian Soccer Federation
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: There will be an October and an (Hindmarsh Stadium) in a range of payments in August,
April round for the active club grant. September, November, December and February. It surprised

Mr WRIGHT: So, that will stay as it is; okay. Will the me. | would have thought there would be a pretty healthy
minister provide me with some additional information aboutdemand for what you are talking about in that fund. I am sure
the State Sports Facility Fund? You would be aware that there would be; you would know better than I. Needless to
was (and | will come back to this tonight) concerned abousay, the organisations that come to you also on occasions
a large percentage of that money for 1999-2000 being madmme to me. It just does not seem right to me that this fund
available to the South Australian Soccer Federation for itappears to have been raided to pay for the loans of the Soccer
underwriting arrangements. | am not too sure how this fundrederation.
works. Could you give me some general information? For TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The question is?
example, do organisations that may qualify for this apply? Mr WRIGHT: Why was it that, in the year 1999-2000,
Are there criteria, guidelines or application forms as there ar86 per cent of the money that came out of the State Sports
with other grant money that we have already talked about, dfacilities Fund went to underwriting arrangements with the
is it outside that procedure and the Office of Recreation an&outh Australian Soccer Federation? What about all the other
Sport makes its own decisions independent of that type ofenues and sports out there that | am sure would also have
process? been making some demands for money?

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: There is no grant application TheHon. |.F. EVANS: For 1999-2000 the expenditures
form as such. Some $500 000 a year is allocated out of theere: for the Aquatic Centre timing equipment, $50 000, and
$2.5 million that is allocated to the agency out of what isfor the Santos Stadium minor works planning the figure was
generally called the ‘pokies money’ and made available t@ touch over $3 500. For 2000-01, the figures are: Monarto
our Sport and Recreation Fund. We allocate $500 000 of thathooting complex, $14 000; the Aquatic Centre timing
toward what we call the State Facilities Fund. When theequipment, $50 000 (again); and Aquatic Centre diving
agency negotiates such things as the management develdgeility, $60 000.
ment program with our sport and recreation clients, they take Mr Wright interjecting:
the opportunity to raise issues that might be associated with The Hon. I.F. EVANS: The first ones were 1999-2000;
their state level facilities and are capital works issues. Duringhe Santos Stadium minor works was just over $3 500, and
the year they are free to ring up or contact the office throughhe Aquatic Centre timing equipment were both 1999-2000;
the executive director at any time in relation to an issue thathen, in the next year, we had the Monarto Shooting Complex
might arise, and they would then make application to thear park at $14 000; Aquatic Centre timing equipment at
executive director, who then makes a recommendation up 50 000 and the Aquatic Centre diving facility at $60 000.
the minister, and | consider it from there. Such grants would_et us understand that there is no surprise. Every year we
include the Adelaide Aquatic Centre timing equipment onhave answered this question—usually for the benefit of the
which we paid out $50 000 last year; the Adelaide Aquatianedia—but it was clearly established—

Centre diving facility, $60 000; and Monarto Shooting Mr WRIGHT: Not about this fund, we have not.
Complex car park works, $14 000. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Yes, we have.

You are never quite sure what the next application willbe  Mr WRIGHT: | never knew about it.
or whether or not there will be an issue with a state facility. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Usually what happens is that
For example, we have just been notified of a salt damp issumembers on your side ring the media and say, ‘We are going
out at the velodrome. We will have to look at that; it is a stateto ask questions in the Economic and Finance Committee on
level facility. Issues have come up from time to time inthis subject.’ We invite the media in, they ask one question
relation to The Pines hockey stadium, the athletic stadium arahd then get up and say, ‘Outrage, outrage!’ and that is the
the netball stadium. So, it is just cautious management. Wetory of the day. That is the process that has been happening.
allocate $500 000, and all sports that have state level facilities This fund was set up for state facilities. An agreement was
are aware it is there and make application via the executivmade and it has always been made public that this fund, if
director who considers it and makes a recommendation upeeded, would be used to underwrite both the netball and
and the minister decides from there. There is no annual poaloccer loans. Netball has generally paid its way; soccer, as all
but just a pool of money that is allocated every year. We havenembers know, has been an issue. We went to cabinet and
to report to the Economic and Finance Committee on thathis year financial arrangements have been put in place so that
fund each year. this fund is now free (as of this financial year, | understand)

Mr WRIGHT: That is correct. This is where some from the underwriting criteria for soccer.
information was recently reported to the Economic and That matter has now been fixed because we recognised
Finance Committee by the Office of Recreation and Sportthat there was an issue if it continued at that level. We have
From what you are saying and the information | have in froniooked at it and we have taken a policy decision, | guess, to
of me, which was presented to recreation and sport (ansiatisfy that very point you make. There is nothing unusual in
Simon may be able to confirm this), in 1999-2000 someavhat we have done. It was put up-front; it was always one of
$411 144 was spent. | presume that, in that financial year, nétte intended purposes right up-front.
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Mr WRIGHT: | have never talked about this fund before tion and sport focus—those three agencies. When it was
because, to tell you the truth, | did not know a lot about it.wound up, from memory, it must have been about $4 million
The point you make about Economic and Finance may ber $5 million in reserve. Our share was about $1.8 million.
true, but are you saying that no money from the State SporfBhe recreation and sport participation output shows a
Facility Fund in the future will be used for underwriting the declining expenditure of $1.8 million when comparing the
SA Soccer Federation? 2001-02 budget with the 2000-01 estimated result, which is

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | am advised that is correct. the output net expenditure summary on page 10.25. The

Mr WRIGHT: | think that is a very healthy direction to reduction is primarily the result of allocating one-off Living
take because in 1999-2000—and | am only as good as thaealth reserves of $1.8 million.
information in front of me—the amount spent was $411 000, Mr WRIGHT: The earlier part to my question was in
of which $354 000 went to the Soccer Federation. Thatelation to the facilities that come under this particular area.
appears to me as if the fund has been raided to underwrite thgresume this is a range of facilities for which the govern-
Soccer Federation. The minister spoke about others—andient has responsibility.
welcome them—uwhich are outside this financial year. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Are you referring to the title of

| was somewhat surprised and disappointed—becausefacilities management’ which is covered under 5.3?
know the Premier talks about an open and accountable Mr WRIGHT: Yes.
government—that, keeping in mind what I just highlighted, The Hon. |.F. EVANS: That would be either facilities
86 per cent of $411 000 was spent in 1999-2000 to undethat we own and manage or facilities to which we might
write arrangements with the South Australian Soccetontribute and which are managed under contract. The
Federation. In the same corresponding financial year thathletics stadium has a board that has a memorandum of
annual report (I guess prepared by the Office of Recreationnderstanding with the agency. We have our own manager
and Sport for the minister) for 1999-2000 under ‘improvingat the velodrome. Its those sorts of issues under ‘facilities

facilities’ states: management’. The difference between the $2.285 million and
The State Facilities Fund was used to assist with minor work$352 000 which is a touch over $1.8 million, is basically the

planning at Santos Stadium— 1.8 plus the interest.

that is in this information— Mr WRIGHT: | am not sure whether the Office of Venue

upgrade of timing and diving equipment at Adelaide AquaticManagementis the minister's responsibility. .
Centre— TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Tourism. The way in which |

that is in this piece of information— read Mln_lster Hall's comments |Han$(d_ the other day, it
was tourism as from 1 July. Currently, it is under the Deputy

the Hutt Street croquet lawns— Premier.

that is not here, but it may be that it was in an earlier financial Mr WRIGHT: In relation to 5.4, ‘Racing industry

year or subsequently— advice’, the figure for expenses for 2000-01 is $150 000; and

and relocation of the South Australian Rifle Association— then for the budget for 2001-02 it is $365 000. | presume that

which may also have been in a previous financial year. [Part of that, if not all, may be related to the timing of the
astounds Kne that when 86 per cent of this fund was spent offfinding down of RIDA and the creation of the Office of
of the State Sports Facility Fund it does not get a guernsey ift2'N9- o
the annual report. That strikes me as guilt by omission. | TheHon.1.F. EVANS: Yes, that is right. o
wonder why, in fact, when so much money was spent— Mr WRIGHT: Now is a good chance to get th_e minister’s
86 per cent of $411 000 for this fund—it talks about the fund@dvice on another area in the budget about which | was not
in the annual report, it highlights a number of examples bugertain. On page 10.41 under ‘Outputs Net Expenditure
it does not talk about the particular area where 86 per cent sfummary’, the last dot point states:
the funding went for the same financial year. A number of carryover effects are the major influences in the
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | think it is a fair point that the Recreation, Sport and Racing output class.
honourable member raises and we will look at improving theCan the minister give me some more information about that?
reporting in this financial year. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Essentially it is grant moneys that
Mr WRIGHT: | take you to page 10.25, output class 5.have been committed but not claimed. So, it carries over. If
Could you provide some information about 5.3, ‘facilities a project is halfway through, then they have not finished it,
management’. | would be interested in a couple of things. Wao it is not claimed. We allocated—and | always get these
may have spoken briefly about this in estimates before, anfigures back to front—$6.2 million over five years for trails.
I guessitis an area where government has responsibility forhere was a small amount of carryover in the trails area.
looking after certain venues. Could the minister explain some Mr WRIGHT: | am not asking for figures because | think
of the detail about the figures, for example—this may relatehat would be very difficult—but | will take them if the
to the Olympics or something else—the output revenue fominister has them. However, when the minister talks about
2000-01, ‘estimated result’, is $2.285 million yet the budgetprojects falling over, starting, or not continuing, what sort of
for 2001-02 is $352 000—about a $1.9 million difference. dimension are we talking about?
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Can the honourable member give  TheHon. |.F. EVANS: As | mentioned earlier, one of the

me the numbers? issues arose because of the delay in making that policy
Mr WRIGHT: It is page 10.25, output class 5, 5.3, decision. In relation to the regional recreational facilities
‘facilities management’. grant, the $1.8 million for this financial year (which finishes

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: It is basically to do with a in four days) is still there because we have not allocated it
$1.8 million one-off transfer in relation to the former Living yet. Normally that would have been allocated. We find
Health reserves. The honourable member might recall thaturselves in a bit of an odd situation this year. Even as late
Living Health was established for an arts, health and recreas last month we allocated another grant from last year,
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because one of the sporting organisations wrote to the agency Mr Clarke: Leave it to the members’ discretion.
saying that it could not accept our grant offer. Consequently TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Then the members could have a
we went to the next one on the list, which was the Portispute over where the money might go.
MacDonnell footy club and which was just offered $45 000. Mr WRIGHT: | concur with the minister’s thoughts; it
Apart from this one-off year, it would be unusual for it to be is difficult to have a foolproof system. | have a similar
more than—and do not hold me to this—$100 000 omproblem with Westlakes, the waterways. Obviously many
$200 000-odd that is certainly committed but not yet claimedclubs revolve around the waterways (which is similar to the
We normally allocate them around Christmas time, andninister’s problem with Flinders University), and although
therefore most of them are well on the way come 30 June.you support it, naturally enough, people come from far and
Mr WRIGHT: One question | was going to ask the wide. Is it always the case that the presentation of cheques
minister earlier, which | know he and | have discussed irfrom active club grants go via the member’s office and he or
estimates previously and about which | think we have similashe has the opportunity to present them; and can the minister
concerns—and local members would be aware of thiguarantee that that will continue throughout this year and
happening in their own electorate—relates to difficulties thatven early next year?
arise when the active club program sometimes goes to a TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Yes, that has certainly been the
particular group who may use a piece of physical infrastrucprocedure. We have always tried to put them out through
ture in the electorate, but, apart from that, has no resemblantieeir local members. That is the procedure that we will
to the electorate—and there are other inequities. | know it isontinue to use with active club grants. On the odd occasion
difficult and | do not have a perfect solution. Last year | thinkl have been at a community cabinet meeting and | will
we might have said that some thought would be given t@resent it, but that has happened once, | think, to my know-
trying to iron out some of those problems. What developmerniedge. | am not planning to change the procedure, so local
has occurred? members, through the active club process, will still be able
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The reason | laugh is that we to present their grants as normal.
could fill the rest of the estimates committee with issues Mr WRIGHT: In the document that the Office for
concerning active club grants, because | know | have raiselecreation and Sport made available to the Economic and
this matter from time to time with the agency. | have an issué-inance Committee, under the Management and Development
in my electorate with Flinders University, which | strongly Program | note that $100 000 was granted to the Office for
support, but having a university in your electorate concenRecreation and Sport. There may be good reason for that—it
trates a large number of sporting clubs in one area, when, imay be for administering this fund—but it seemed slightly
actual fact, the people come from all over the place. Not onlypdd to me that the Office for Recreation and Sport is deciding
do you get your normal community quota of sporting clubs,on the allocation of this money and $100 000 goes to its own
but in one area every university club is eligible for a grantoffice.
(assuming they are incorporated), which, to some extent, TheHon. |.F. EVANS: This question, I think, was raised
disadvantages the other non-university clubs in the electorati the Economic and Finance Committee, and the answer will
Mr Clarkeinterjecting: be found in the transcript, | am sure, and | think it should
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: People at university vote, but not match this answer. When Living Health had the program, a
necessarily in your electorate. That is an interesting debateost of administration was always charged to the fund. When
What we did do, if | recall, to try to tidy up the process wasLiving Health transferred across, the department had no grant
to put in place a system whereby we write to MPs sayingprogram to speak of, and suddenly inherited a $6 million
‘These are the grant applications from your electorate; pleaggrant program. So, an allocation of, | think, $80 000 to
advise if these are not right.” There is always the issue abod100 000—it might have been $80 000 originally but it is
where the sporting club resides. They will quite often writenow $100 000—was made to administer basically the country
down the secretary’s address and not necessarily the horathletes award scheme and this $6 million grant scheme. The
ground or the home court where they play, and all those sortsum of $100 000 out of $6 million is not a big charge, and it
of issues are involved. Writing to the member of parliamenis purely because the agency was not resourced to handle that
with a list of grant applications that they claim—‘they’ being grant scheme. When Living Health was wound up, $6 million
the applicant—is in the relevant electorate at least gives theame across so we needed an officer to handle that. That is
local MP a chance to say that that should go into the neighahat the $100 000 is for.
bouring electorate for whatever reasons. Mr WRIGHT: | presumed that is what it was for, and |
We have at least now gone to that extent to tidy it up.am happy with that. | do not need to check the transcript of
From memory, we have put in the grant application form ahe Economic and Finance Committee. | think that is a good
requirement for the nominating organisation to nominateanswer and | presumed that is what the money would be used
which electorate they are in to try to get them to feed itfor, and it is justifiable in the circumstances.
through their local MP even at the application stage. We have The matter of the criteria for the country athletes awards
tried as much as we can to make it bulletproof but, no mattescheme has been raised with me by a few people. | was
how you design the scheme, the issue of the home grourslirprised that applicants must permanently reside 130
being one street within the electorate’s boundary alwayg&ilometres or more from the Adelaide GPO. How was that
arises. Flinders University is a perfect example because it distance arrived at?
the boundary road. If it was on the other side of the road, it TheHon.I.F. EVANS: | am advised that the agency
would all be in Mitchell. That does create an issue, but wdooked at what criteria they thought were appropriate. They
think we have bulletproofed it as much as we can. tried to find a distance from Adelaide from which people
I cannot think of another way to clarify that process,living outside that distance or at that distance would not
because otherwise it becomes too bureaucratic. You wouldecessarily have regular access to metropolitan competition.
have to somehow work out postcodes of members to try tdhe agency’s judgment was that 130 kilometres was the
divide it up—it would just be a nightmare. appropriate distance. So it was done on advice from the
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agency. It is arbitrary to some extent. Do you make itand the department with advice on racing matters. As you are
100 kilometres, 150 kilometres or 200 kilometres? | guessware, a lot of that function now rests with the industry.
they took the view that at around 130 kilometres not tooThere are still some issues in relation to bookmakers,
many people will travel to metropolitan training and competi-proprietary racing, nationalisation of the industry and those
tion on a regular basis. Occasionally someone does if they asorts of issues. So, it is simply a policy advice unit to the
getting paid. | remember that Mike Redden, | think it was,agency and to the minister’s office.
used to travel from Orroroo on Thursday nights to trainwith  Mr WRIGHT: | know that the TAB is not your responsi-
North Adelaide many years ago, and Trevor Sims used tbility but, clearly, racing is. We have had discussions
travel from a long way out, if | recall. But that type of athlete previously about where the TAB should sit, but, obviously,
is few and far between and they are paid, of course. Faonight is not the night for that. However, stake money is, of
anyone in a voluntary capacity, who is not involved in a paidcourse, critical to the success of racing. | am interested in
pursuit, 130 kilometres would be just about the limit of howyour views whether, in fact, current stake money levels in the
far they would travel into the city on a regular basis. three codes of racing are at risk in any way, shape or form of
Mr WRIGHT: I do not know the right figure, either, but being reduced or whether, simply by maintaining their status
it struck me that 130 kilometres might be just a touch too farquo, it could be jeopardised as a result of the government'’s
I do not know how—or if at all, for that matter—other delay with respect to the sale of the South Australian TAB.
government departments or areas of responsibility determine TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The government does not set the
something like that this, but | have received calls from peoplestake money, so it is a matter outside my criteria, as the
in various locations expressing their concern that 13@nember for Lee would know. Stake money is a matter that
kilometres is too far and that they are being discriminatedrery much rests with the corporations, and so it is outside my
against because of the distance that has been set. They ha@lity to control.
asked me questions such as, ‘Who set that distance?—I think Mr WRIGHT: You may not be able to control it, but,
you have answered that—and, ‘How was it determined thabbviously, as a very important part of the role of the advice
that would be the distance?’ They also say, ‘Irrespective ofhat you receive from the unit—with three full-time equiva-
the answer, we feel that we are discriminated against.’ It i'ents—you obviously must look at key issues. Whether or not
hard to argue against that, | suppose. they are within your control, advice is obviously provided
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: It is, but my experience in aboutkey issues. We all know that if stake money is not the
government is that it does not matter where you draw the linkey issue, it is one of the key issues. | am interested to know
because that issue will be raised by the person just outside théhat advice that racing unit has provided in relation to this
line or just inside the line, depending on what the line is. Ifissue.
you put it at 80 kilometres, the person who is at 79 kilometres TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | asked the racing unit to do some
is going to raise that exact argument. It is simply a no-winwork on the principle of a national stake money scheme. |

situation. spoke about that issue at the Australian Country Racing
Mr CLARKE: A country member’s allowance: what is Conference at Mount Gambier. | must say that the Mount
that? Gambier club and the South Australian racing fraternity in

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The member for Ross Smith general put on a really good show for the national body and
suggests that we could use the country members’ allowandhe attendees at the conference. | have previously raised the
in relation to members of parliament. | think | am right in issue, and will continue to raise it, at national forums because
saying that areas such as Mount Barker would then fall intd believe that as an industry racing needs to adopt a national
country under that definition, and that would not necessarilgtake money scheme. | probably do not have the smarts to
be a bad thing, thinking that through for the member for Rossvork it out, but | know that there is an issue that they need
Smith. Maybe we could trial it in the Mount Barker and to address as a national industry.

Stirling area for a year and see what the response is. As an example, as a national code, Australian Rules

Mr WRIGHT: Could the minister advise me of the Football has placed a cap on salary. | think that racing will
number of officers who attended the Olympics (includinghave to head down a similar path where there will have to be
yourself and/or any staff who may have gone with you), theisome agreement between the eastern states—particularly
reason for going and the total cost? Victoria and New South Wales—and the other states that

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The Sydney Organising Commit- their stake money will not be more than, to pick a figure, 20,
tee for the Olympic Games provided accreditation at no co25 or 30 per cent of the other states. Otherwise, if they
to the Director of the Sports Institute, the Executive Directorcontinue to have a large divergence between the eastern states
of the Office of Recreation and Sport, the Minister for and the other states, the best of the industry will be dragged
Recreation and Sport and their wives. The accreditation wa® where the stake money is the highest—that is commercial
shared between the three concerned—Mr Battams, Mr Forreahd that is the market forces at work.
and myself—so none of us stayed for the duration of the | have some concerns about whether the racing industry
Olympics. The air fare costs for the minister were $897, forat a national level actually has a whole of industry focus on
the executive director $872 and for the director of the instituteéhe protection of the smaller industry states in relation to
of sport $489: the accommodation cost was $6 002, and thatake money. So, the office did some work on that for me and
was shared between the three people. spoke to other states to try to get some support for it. We will

Mr WRIGHT: You have already given me the informa- continue to raise that issue in the appropriate forums. | have
tion with respect to that particular budget line, so | am awareaised it with people such as Andrew Harding of the Aus-
of the finance, but could you provide me with details of stafftralian Racing Board and others because | believe long term
members? For example, how many are in the unit for racinghat that is the issue for them.
what, generally, are their functions; and that type of thing? One of the reasons that AFL football has taken off and

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: It is funded for three full-time remains strong is that it has introduced a system where it tries
equivalents and, essentially, it provides the minister’s officéo maintain the teams at roughly the same strength through



162 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 26 June 2001

manipulation of the draft and the salary cap and I think racin@nd | understand that the greyhound and harness authorities
needs to adopt a similar policy. The stake money does ndtave not applied, they would have to go through the normal
have to be the same in each state but a control mechanigonocess just as TeleTrak is doing now. But | have not talked
needs to be put in place so that one state such as Victoritg the harness or greyhound authorities for some months
which feeds its racing industry off poker machines, does naabout whether or not they intend to apply. | am not sure what
end up causing the industry in other states a lot of grief. Sdiscussions they have had since the change of ownership with
they have certainly done a little bit of work for me in that Cyber Raceway or what agreements they currently have in
area. If the industry comes to us about stake money, theglace with TeleTrak. | am not sure whether they have
would naturally either come to me or Minister Armitage. changed their agreements because | have very much left that
They are in contact with their offices on a regular basis aboutb the authorities and TeleTrak or Cyber Raceway. As far as
a whole range of things and they know that if stake money am concerned, itis up to them to negotiate and they will go
becomes an issue for them they will need to contact either m® the Gaming Supervisory Authority in due course.

or Michael Armitage’s office. , Mr WRIGHT: | know we started with a pretty hard
Mr WRIGHT: Have you given any commitments 1o figyre with Teletrak. We were talking about a $25 million

Cyber Raceway, or to anyone else, with respect to licencgeence fee, but that figure seems to have well and truly gone.

fees payable? If so, what commitments have been given? | as wondering whether the member for Chaffey had made
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: In relation to proprietary racing, any representation to the minister about what the licence fee

the Gaming Supervisory Authority has advised of oneshouyld be and, if she had, what she asked for.

application for a licence to operate under the Proprietary TheHon. I.F. EVANS: With all due respect to the

Racing Act. | understand that the applicant was TeleTra ; . .
Australia and the conditions under which TeleTrak would b%ﬁ;&ozrne:jbé? Ti@\?:rbleirn ?gitrgu'ftlzjlg: Vt\':r%z?dogﬁttgr&?ntg's

ranted a licence are outlined in the various acts. On 27 Ma - .
'?he Office for Racing received notification from TeleTrak of juestions on all sorts of things that do not relate to the budget
line. The budget line of about $300 000 relates to policy

glsr égtﬁggtgosnt c}(t)hgri)r%gr rfnoartig nl:fﬁggfj's t-[)elfg\r/%ke Itz :l'lefvt'tr;]g advice | get from the Office of Racing, not from the member
P or Chaffey. In fairness, if they apply—and we do not know

development of an approved licensing agreement. | undeWho will apply—they will have to go through the normal

stand that it has had discussions with the Gaming Superviso . ; . . ,
Authority because it is the first application. Tr?ere E)/vas art 0cess that is applied to the Gaming Supervisory Authority.

announcement in the press relating to the change of owner- Mr WRIGHT: In the budget, under ‘Highlights’ for

ship or management of Cyber Raceway. 2000-01, we see ‘assented to legislation to regulate and
Mr WRIGHT: So, you have not personally made anyIlcense proprletary.racmg.’—on 18 Janua_lry. We also have as
commitments to Cyber Raceway as to licence fees? a target ‘to ascertain the impact of proprietary racing on the
TheHon. |.F.EVANS: To my knowledge, Cyber state’s racing industry b_y monitoring racecourse licence and
Raceway has not applied. horse numbers’. There is reference to that in the budget, and
Mr WRIGHT: Has anyone made representation to yOLJthere is further reference to that on page 10.19. It is not
about licence fees? unreasonable to try to work through this and get a feel for

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | have had no discussions with What income it is estimated will be received by government
TeleTrak for some months. We had a briefing in relation tdfom gambling turnover on proprietary racing, what the
the Cyber Raceway issue so that | could get my head arour“g:ences W|”be or that type of |n.f0rmat|on. The minister can
what that meant so that if | was asked questions | would haveorrect me if I am wrong, but it does not seem as though
a reasonable idea of what was happening. | understand th@foprietary racing has moved on post the legislation. | well
the gaming authority has had one application. Since the{fgmember the discussion about licence fees during the debate
applied for a licence, | have had no request or communicatiofhen the legislation was before the parliament. At the time,

with TeleTrak as to the licence conditions. | understand thaif€ minister said that it would be his responsibility to strike
it is just working through the process with the Gaming? licence fee and that he could strike it at $1 or whatever. Has

Supervisory Authority. the member for Chaffey made representation to the minister
Mr WRIGHT: The member for Chaffey has not made egarding what the price of licence fees should be, and if she
any representations to you? has what is she asking for?

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: The member for Chaffey and | TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | will repeat the answer. The
have had a number of discussions about TeleTrak. She hhsnourable member has asked the question twice; | just refer
a very keen interest in it and we went through some exhaugim to my previous answer. When they apply, they will go
tive negotiations and discussions during the passage of thierough normal process; then the cabinet and ministry of the
bill about the amendments that were needed. You might recallay will have to make a judgment about what licence fee will
that it was a long night in the House and we went througtbe needed, based on the business case. Given that there have
both areas. In fairness to the member for Chaffey, she raisdgtken management changes at least to one of the companies,
some issues relating to licence fees for existing business€&yber Raceway, | cannot tell the honourable member how
and contracts in place. It is common knowledge that Telethat affects the proposal, because | have not been briefed by
Trak, from memory, had agreements with the Harness Raciripe two authorities in relation to what that change necessarily
Authority and the Greyhound Racing Authority. means to them on the ground. It is fluid to some degree.

There were concerns about the structure of licence fees f@ommercial negotiations are fluid, and this is a new process
existing contracts because those contracts existed before tfug state government and, indeed, the industry. To some
legislation went through as well as retrospectively settingextent, everyone is feeling their way through the process. It
licence fees and those sort of issues. The general nature of tteok some time for the Gaming Supervisory Authority—and
discussions was that the licence fees needed to be realisthtis not a criticism but an observation—to work out exactly
and not necessarily put those contracts at risk. If they applyyhat process it was going to ask the applicants to go through,
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what questions it would need to ask and the nature of thhave spent too much money on players, there has been money
application form. under the table or whatever else. Does the department have
My understanding still is that the Quarter Horse Associain place any structure to assist in the training of directors with
tion is still interested in proprietary racing, but | do not knowregard to their responsibilities? Also, when clubs find
whether it will do it through Teletrak or one of the other themselves in difficulty, many of them will work through the
authorities; | cannot tell the honourable member what théssues with their local government authorities, which will get
latest negotiation is. If we followed the history of proprietarythem to face some stark realities and take some tough
racing and Teletrak from day one to now, | would suggestecisions. It is very difficult for club directors who are
that we would see that there have been 15 to 20 variations gersonally associated with a number of people in the club
the commerciality of it and how it was going to work. | have who are perhaps on part payroll, part honorarium or whatever
backed the legislation in; we have set up a framework-typelse, to cut their cloth to meet their expenses and to bite the
legislation. There is an ability to charge a fee under the acbullet and do unpleasant things to people they know and like.
They will apply, and they will go through the application ~ TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | will not give the member for
process and the government of the day will strike a feeRoss Smith the full page 7 of 7 of the briefing note. What |
However, there is an issue before government involving th&vill do is detail it for him in a letter so that he is aware of it;
concept of trying to set a fee for a commercial relationshipand if he wishes, | am happy to arrange a briefing for him
that is already in place prior to the legislation. That create§rom one of the officers of the department.
an issue, because if you set the fee too high you may, in Mr CLARKE: That would be good.
effect, by pure weight of finance, render the contract nulland TheHon. |.F. EVANS. We have a sensational training
void. That could happen by saying, ‘The fee is so high, thearogram for volunteer and sport and recreation groups. Since
contract is unworkable.’ 1995 we have trained something like 10 000 people through
I have always expressed some concern about that. lour volunteer improvement program or our coaches program,
fairness to the member for Chaffey, | will not disclose everyand there is another one that escapes me. We run country
detail of our conversation. However, it is fair to say that thereseminars; and the club and association management program
were some concerns about the weight of the fee sinkintalks about creating a club, club planning, committee
existing contracts, and | made it clear that it was not mymanagement, conducting meetings, financial management,
intention to sink the existing contracts. | supported thesponsorship, fundraising and grants, marketing, promoting
concept of the legislation, and the government of the dagport and recreation, event management, legal issues and risk
would have to make some policy decision if and when theynanagement. So, since 1995, if my notes are right, we have
applied. At the end of the day, the authorities the contracts arteained a touch over 10 000 people. | will not hold the
with have not applied, so that decision is not before us.  committee up with all the details, but we do have a very good
Mr WRIGHT: Is that policy still to be formulated? range of programs, and | would be happy to have someone
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | have not taken to cabinet a come out and brief the member, or put it in writing to him.
policy in relation to offsetting a fee in relation to a contractIf the honourable member wants to organise a night where he
that is already in place with respect to proprietary racing. kan bring in all his sporting clubs, we can come out and brief
have not taken that to cabinet, because the circumstancgsm on what we do.
have not presented themselves to me. They might in theory, Mr CLARKE: That would be good.
but they have not as yet presented themselves to me. Until TheHon. |.F. EVANS: As the fearless member for Ross
those circumstances occur, | have not taken the policy t&mith, if you want to organise all your sporting clubs and
cabinet. | am aware that that is an issue with which | mayhave an officer to come in and brief them on what is avail-
well be dealing at some time in the future. We have to giveable, then we will do that. If the member watches the
some thought as to how we deal with that, because it is onkdvertiser—I| am sure we normally write to all the MPs,
complication in the process. Everyone writing a contract nowsaying be aware that these seminars are on—
knows what the legislation provides. There is potential fora Mr CLARKE: | usually read your letters avidly because
fee, and they build that into their business case. | am awareget so few of them. | cannot say that | have noticed them,
of at least two contracts that were written prior to thealthough | am not saying that you have not written.
legislation going through, and that presents us with a TheHon.|.F. EVANS: | will do a special one in big print
problem. for you and we will send it out. | will arrange for the office
Mr CLARKE: As we all know, to varying degrees, a to contact you and arrange a briefing because there is a very
number of voluntary sporting clubs throughout the state havgood program. We are now trying to expand that program to
financial difficulties. They are not all having such difficulties; other volunteer groups. It is such a good program for sport
I am talking primarily of the ones | am aware of in my own and recreation organisations that we think there are some
electorate such as football clubs and the like. In terms of thenodules that would apply equally to Neighbourhood Watch
management of a lot of incorporated clubs, they obvioushor Friends of Parks group, or whatever. The volunteer
vary from year to year, depending on who is on the board angdrinciples are the same, so we are now looking at whether or
what skill and expertise is available. Has the department everot there is some way in which we can expand that program
thought about trying to put up a structured training progranout to other groups. We will be in touch on that.
for boards of directors of sporting clubs in terms of their Mr CLARKE: Thank you; that is very good.
responsibilities or how to budget? | know this sounds almost Mr WRIGHT: Do you want to go into those other
basic in many respects. Again, | have experienced it witbboundaries for that?
several clubs myself. Mr CLARKE: I think it is one of these broad issues on
Depending on who the personalities are at any one timeayhich you need to invite people from a broad area, from the
one club can be well run. However, when those people moviner northern area and slightly to the west.
on, for whatever reason, the club can fall into a hole because | refer now to the active clubs grants. This may be catered
not enough budgetary planning has been put into effect, thepr by this new $17 million over three years that you are
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proposing in whatever the grant is (I have forgotten the title)$30 million. Then add the $17 million that we are announcing
When you can get $3 000, $4 000 or $5 000, it can be usefuhis year. So, the total of all the grant programs to recreation
in some areas. But, | am thinking of a soccer club in my owrand sport is $47 million. The active club program and the
electorate which has a number of juniors, and the clulbegional recreational facilities grants are at the community
literally does not have space and it needs a bigger buildindevel. While funded through the states, the management
and of course with club rooms, you have problems with locatlevelopment program has a strong community level compo-
councils which are stretched as far as finances are concerneebnt with it, and we have also now made the regional
If it was given $5 000, it could fiddle around with perhapsassociations eligible to apply for the $6 million. An example
making the cafeteria a bit better or whatever, but it mightis the Whyalla Cricket Association which last year got $6 000
need a big chunk of money, say, $20 000 plus whatever els& $11 000 to run a program.
it can raise itself. This is the age-old question of the depart- So, no longer is the $6 million the privilege of the state
ment having to say, ‘If we give one club $20 000, that meansissociations. If you have the Kilburn Tennis Association (as
that six clubs cannot get their $3 000 or $4 000.’ | have ofterdistinct from club) or a regional association that wants to
wondered whether or not it is better to give at least one clulemploy a junior development officer, umpires and a coach—
a significant amount of money with which it can do some-all those sorts of issues—they can apply under the manage-
thing meaningful, and then that rules it out perhaps fromment development program at the association level. | have
having another bite of the cherry for three or four years; itdeliberately tried to drag the money closer to those local
knows that up front when it makes the application. Has anglubs.
thought been given to that type of approach in relation tothe  Mr CLARKE: 1 think that is very good; for too long
active clubs grants? money has gone to the peak sporting bodies and not enough
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Not with active clubs so much, has got through to the rank and file and grassroots clubs, so
but certainly with the community facilities grants program,| am pleased with that.
which is the new $7 million or the regional recreation Mr WRIGHT: | was going to comment on this earlier.
facilities grant program. We have always tried to encouragéwas pleased to hear you say that the regional and recreation-
clubs to collocate to beef up the usage of the facility, if youal facilities grants are not just for regional areas. As | am sure
like. That should be encouraged at every opportunity, becaus@u are, | am forever telling organisations that it is not just
trying to build stand-alone facilities for one club becomes arfor regional areas. Maybe we should look at a different name,
issue. If there is a club that is looking for a grant, if they canbecause that seems to be something that is constantly raised
find another club to come in with them and use the facility onwith me on a regular basis.
a shared basis for whatever reason, that is of assistance; but The Hon. | .F. EVANS. We changed that this year. It is
the larger sums are in the regional recreational facilitiegrobably an old habit of mine to call it ‘regional’ but on the
grants. From memory, the active clubs grant cuts out ahpplication form it might read ‘community’ facility program
$10 000, so everything above that falls into the regionahow. | think we have changed that.
recreational facilities grants. In theory they can get up to Mr CLARKE: Can local government access those grants
$150 000 there, but the average is normally $75 000 tthat we have just talked about as well? For example, many
$80 000. kids do not necessarily want to access their recreation and
Mr CLARKE: | want to make another point with respect sport through organised sporting clubs. They want to go to
to government grants. The government has committed moneskate parks, BMX tracks and various other things which are

to the grandstand at footy park. very individualistic, and the responsibilities fall on councils.
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | think that is in the Premier's When | have approached local government in my area they
area—the Department of Premier and Cabinet. have always been sympathetic, but it is one thing to be

Mr CLARKE: To spend that sort of money where theresympathetic and another thing to come up with the cash.
are two successful AFL clubs operating as a monopolyRightly, over the years they say that state governments have
getting television rights or a share of them through the AFLdevolved a lot of their responsibilities down to local govern-
when so many other clubs are finding it difficult is really ment and they cannot keep picking up all the costs. Will local
giving a big subsidy to the big end of town. It is not in your government bodies likewise be able to put up their hand for
portfolio areas, but | am particularly concerned, as | know wehese grants so that they can provide recreational facilities for
all are, about the voluntary clubs. They have ongoing runningeople who want to participate in sport on an individualistic
costs with the repayment of debts incurred to councils tdasis, whether it be walking or whatever, and you have to
build clubrooms that they will never own because they are omake way for tracks, where they do not want to do their
council property. Itis almost a rerun of the Hindmarsh Soccerecreational activities through an organised club?

Stadium. They have the operating costs of ovals, green- TheHon. |.F. EVANS: That is certainly available. | will
keeping fees, payment to players under the table and thinggve some examples; out of the 1999-2000 round, the Ceduna
of this nature, yet time out of mind volunteers are using theCouncil got over $36 000 to construct an off-road recreational
stopwatch for time keeping, operating the bars and all the restail from Ceduna to Thevenard, which is about 3.2 kilo-
of it. They are getting exhausted from just trying to keep themetres, including drinking fountains and signage; Onka-
clubs afloat. | must say that the $17 million that you areparinga Council was assisted with the development of a youth
promising will certainly be useful over the next three yearspark, including a range of skate and BMX facilities, with

I imagine there will be many more applications— $50 000; the Port Adelaide Enfield council refurbished the

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Itis $47 million over three years; clubrooms and developed a new section for athletics at
there will be an extra $17 million. If you add the $2 million Iverson Reserve at $75000; and Port Lincoln Council
for active clubs to the $2 million for regional recreation developed a purpose built playground for disabled persons at
facilities grants, that is $4 million. With the $6 million for the $13 500. So, there are some examples of councils that have
management development programs that makes $10 millioneceived grants. On trail development, $6.2 million is also
and that $10 million a year for the next three years makeavailable over five years as a separate program for recreation-
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al trails. Certainly, councils can apply out of the regional orforever answering that question; that is why we tried to

community facilities fund, not the active club. They canchange it.

certainly apply for that. The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |
Mr WRIGHT: I noticed that the community recreation declare the examination of the vote for proposed payments

and sports facilities program seems to be in two categoriegor the Department for Environment and Heritage and

community facilities grants and then regional facilities grantsAdministered Items for the Department for Environment and

So, | presume from what you said earlier with regard to reHeritage closed.

gional facilities grants that it is not strictly a regional area: it

can be a community area, so that is the case with category 2. ADJOURNMENT
It may still be worth while changing that name for category 2.
TheHon. |.F. EVANS. We will certainly look at that, At 9 p.m. the committee adjourned until Wednesday

because we are trying to make it simpler. Like you, | am27 June at 11 a.m.



