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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ggrcnur;r;ﬁgés can be supplied to the chair for distribution to the
The incorporation of material iHansard is permitted on
Wednesday 18 June 2003 the same basis as applies in the house, that is, it must be

purely statistical and limited to one page in length. All
guestions are to be directed to the minister, not to the
minister's advisers. The minister may refer questions to
advisers for a response. | advise that, for the purpose of the
committee, some freedom will be allowed for television
coverage by allowing a short period of filming from the
northern gallery. | declare the proposed payments open for
examination and refer members to appendix D, page 2 inthe
Budget Statements and part 4 pages 4.1 to 4.41, Volume 1 of
the Portfolio Statements. Does the minister wish to make an

ESTIMATESCOMMITTEE A

Chairman:
The Hon. R.B. Such

Members:
Mr R.L. Brokenshire
Mr T. Koutsantonis
Dr D. McFetridge

MrJ.R. Rau opening statement?
Mrs 1.M. Redmond TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: No, except to say that, whilst
Mr J.J. Snelling | have only recently arrived in the police portfolio, it will be
. my intention to answer all questions as fully as | am able
The Committee met at 11 a.m. today but, due to my recent arrival in the portfolio, | may

have to take on notice some questions that | otherwise would
have answered. Also, | have not slept very well in sheer terror
of facing the member for Mawson this morning. | may
therefore choose to take some questions on notice due to the

South Australia Police, $342 648 000 fact that | am a little apprehensive about today’s exercise.
Administered Items for Police and Emergency Services, The CHAIRMAN: Does the member for Mawson wish
$49 151 000 to make an opening statement?
) Mr BROKENSHIRE: | do, Mr Chairman. | can under-
Witness: . stand that the Treasurer may be a little apprehensive on the
The Hon. K.O. Foley, Minister for Police basis that if | were the current police minister | would have
. serious concerns about the state of the police budget. In fact,
Departmental Advisers: I would have very serious concerns about whether or not the
Mr M. Hyde, Commissioner of Police. government has its priorities right in terms of what is,
Ms K. Lennon, Chief Executive Officer, Attorney- probably, the most important portfolio a minister can have.
General's Department and Department of Justice. In saying that, | place on the record my appreciation, as
Mr D. Patriarca, Director, Business Services. shadow minister for police, for the commitment, work ethic
Mr I. Hartmann, Manager, Financial Managementand general leadership of all police officers—from the
Services. Commissioner through to all ranks in the South Australia
Mr R. Mathews, Principal Financial Adviser. Police.
Mr K. Pennifold, Director, Strategic and Financial |am forever hearing people acknowledge the hard work
Services Unit. and commitment of the South Australia Police. | believe that,

given the constraints, pressures and requirements on police

The CHAIRMAN: | acknowledge that the Deputy (particularly onthe executive headed by the Commissioner),
Premier is Acting Premier. | was going to ask whether anythe South Australia Police do the very best they can. How-
higher duties are paid but | understand that not to be the casever, | have argued for some time, both in government and
and | will not ask that question. Members should ensure thatow in opposition, that you must be serious about resourcing
the chair has a completed request to be discharged form. your police properly. At this time we do not have a situation
the minister undertakes to supply information at a later datas we had when we were addressing the State Bank debacle.
it must be submitted to the committee secretary by no later In that instance we did have to bring some police away
than Friday 25 July. | propose to allow both the minister androm speed camera duties, prisoner carting and that type of
the lead speaker to make opening statements. There will lzRity to get them directly into operational areas. The only way
a flexible approach to giving the call for asking questionsn which one can expect police to deliver more today is to
based on approximately three questions per membergsource them more. At a time when the State Bank debacle
alternating each side. Supplementary questions will be thisas been fixed, at a time when we have seen record economic
exception rather than the rule. A member who is not part ofjrowth over the last several years and a budget that is in
the committee may, at the discretion of the chair, ask anuch better shape than it has been for probably a 20-year
question. period (because of the debt reduction that occurred under our

Questions must be based on lines of expenditure in thgovernment), | would have expected a government that was
budget papers and must be identifiable or referenced. | wikerious on law and order to deliver for police.
not insist that people quote the actual page and line unless Whilst | acknowledge that some things have been
they appear to be deviating from the purpose of the commitdelivered in this budget, | believe that, overall, the police
tee. If they stray | will bring them back. Members unable tobudget has been put under more pressure this year than it was
complete their questions during the proceedings may subméven last year. This is at a time when we have, in real terms,
them as questions on notice for inclusion in the House ofhe lowest debt in the state’s history.
AssemblyNotice Paper. There is no formal facility for the So, if the government was serious about police and about
tabling of documents before the committee. Howeverlaw and order it should be ensuring that more recruiting
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occurs and that some of the urgent equipment that is needed So let us put to bed, once and for all, this opportunistic

is put into the Police Department. But, again, | place on théonsense. Now that the member for Mawson is in opposition,

record my admiration of and respect and appreciation for thike flicks a switch and says, ‘Let's have more police officers.’

good work that the South Australian police do for the SouthVe would love to have more police officers and we would

Australian community. love to have more people in a number of areas of government,
My first question to the Treasurer is: why is the govern-but the truth is that there are competing areas within govern-

ment refusing to increase police numbers over and abov@ent. But | make the point that it was a Labor opposition and

recruitment and attrition? Both parties have a commitment t@ Labor government that has made the firm policy that we

recruitment based on attrition, and that was made clear weWill recruit against attrition, a policy that the Liberal govern-

before the last election. We have seen a situation where, onggent did not have for almost every month of its term in

the State Bank mess was fixed, significant increases occurredfice. It only changed in the run-up to the 2002 state

in police numbers—there were 203 extra police during myelection.

term as police minister. Yet, at a time when the community Mr BROKENSHIRE: Why won't you recruit extra

is telling me that police are under enormous pressure (anddolice?

can give some examples where positions are not being filled), The CHAIRMAN: Order, the member for Mawson!

this government refuses to increase police numbers. | am TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: We will put that one to bed.

advised that recently in the South Coast LSA there were 31 Mr BROKENSHIRE: No, you won't.

officers off general patrols who were either backfilingoron  The CHAIRMAN: Order!

sick leave, etc; at Kadina | understand there are up to eight TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: In this budget we confronted a

police officers whose positions have not been filled; anumber of cost pressures within the Police Department and,

Ceduna there have been five; at Spalding Police Station—more importantly, a significant requirement for increased
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Is this a question, resourcesincapital. This budget sees a significant contribu-

Mr Chairman? tion to the police communications system—upwards of
Mr BROKENSHIRE: Yes, it is, but | am giving some $13 million—to give us the best system that we can put in
background. place_at an affordabl_e price. _ _
Mr Koutsantonis: Which budget, though? This government is building three new police stations—

and, when added to the Mount Barker station announced in
) the last budget, four new police stations. We will build a new
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Mawson jice station for Mount Barker, which was never delivered
should get to his question fairly soon. . by a conservative government; a new police station at Victor
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | am just giving the new minister arhor, which was never delivered by a conservative
some background. So, my question is: why is the govem,me%)vernment; a new police station at Gawler, which was never
refusing to increase police numbers over and above attritiongajivered by a conservative government; and a police station
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: One could have anticipated this in Port Lincoln, which was never delivered by a conservative
guestion. | wish | had a graph to show the media, but | angovernment.
able to hand out a document that shows the hiStOfy. | wil We are purchasing a new aircraft for the po”ce force. We
have this distributed to the erstwhile member for Mawson andre putting a lot of money into DNA technology and into Live
his colleagues and we will have a decent debate about poliggcan. There is a significant commitment to increase resources
numbers. Itis an embarrassing story to tell, but that has nevef the Police Department, and that has been our policy
stopped me telling a story before. priority to this budget. That is not to say that we should not
If we look at the 30 June 1993 police numbers we see aonsider police numbers. We will do that, as | have said,
huge decrease in numbers as the Liberal government caragross all portfolios if and when the budget allows the
into power. The sharp, rapid decline was quite extraordinaryflexibility to do so.
It jumped a little bit just prior to the 1997 election—funny,  The reason this budget has delivered the outcome that it
that—declined immediately thereafter, and then showed somas is that, for once, | want this state to live within its means
steady growth. And then—surprise, surprise—there was financially. | am confronted every day with calls by members
large jump in the election year of 2002. My office will on my right to spend more money. | think one lobby group
distribute this information to the media. Under this govern-has referred to my fetish for surpluses as being criminal. One
ment, we have maintained the numbers above the base ¢ffiould speak to one’s lawyer as to whether or not that is a
1993. defamatory comment—I do not know. But my fetish for
But, the opportunistic member for Mawson (the formersurpluses is based on the fact that | want this state, once and
junior member who was allocated the police portfolio) shouldfor all, to live within its means. We have to, at least once,
not be lecturing this government about police numbersshow some fiscal restraint and discipline if we want to get our
because we saw that by 30 June 1997 the total police numbestate into a position where we can make informed and
in South Australia when compared to the last Labor governaffordable choices into the future for the allocation of
ment had decreased by 230 sworn police officers—230 les@creased resources. Because there is no lack of competition.
By 1999 there were still 184 officers less. At 30 June 2001Whether it is for social workers, the Police Force or teachers,
eight months before a state election, there were 35 policthere will be no shortage of ways in which | can spend
officers less than in 1993. By 30 June 2002, there were 12honey. But let us remember, for everyone’s information
more than when we were last in office, and today the number&nd, particularly, for the member for Mawson), that next
sit at 114 more sworn officers than at any time bar the veryear's budget is in deficit. We have an accrual deficit in next
last months of the dying Liberal government. So, we have gear’s budget.
larger police force today than existed in almost every single  Mr BROKENSHIRE: A $600 000 tax take.
month of the former Liberal government, and in excess of TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: No, we have an accrual deficit.
what occurred under the former Labor government in 1993 put the question back to you. Are you suggesting that we

Mr BROKENSHIRE: It is 4.10.
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should go further into debt next year to fund your commit-officers are required for communications, as, | assume, they

ments? Is that what you are saying? are offset by unsworn staff.
Mr BROKENSHIRE: What | am saying is that you In the unsworn area, there are 3.8 FTEs for the hand gun
don't— buyback program; 22 for a road safety program; 8.2 for

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for Mawson is increased traffic enforcement; and nine FTEs for the com-
not saying anything. The minister does not question membefgunications program. There are some offsetting elements to
of the opposition: this is a time when members question thghat. That is the advice | have been provided with. I am happy
minister. So, the minister should not engage in questioningp share it with the committee, and | am happy to receive a
the member for Mawson. | urge members to calm down dhank you.
little, because we have a long day and | do not want to see Mr BROKENSHIRE: Well, there will be no thank you
anyone carted away with flashing lights. The Treasurer hafor that, because | am sure, from what you have said, that
the call. some of that is temporary money. | will refer to hand gun

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | have finished. | have had my buyback directly, but, first, as of today, how many courses
banter, and | will be far more restrained and disciplined in myare being conducted at the Police Academy, and how many

answers from now on. Police Academy graduation dates are there between 1 July
The CHAIRMAN: Member for Mawson, do you have a 2003 and 1 December 20037 o .
second question? TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The Commissioner has pointed

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Yes, | do. | have some information ©Ut that there is a graduation ceremony today for which | am
that | will also table and provide to the media with respect tc&n apology, and | respect the fact that the shadow minister
the Liberal government's record regarding police numbersWill be an apology as well. I have a soft spot for the Police
| need to ask the first question again, which | do not have af\cademy; it has been close to home for many years.
answer for, and | remind the minister that any increase in Mr BROKENSHIRE: Mine, too.
police numbers since he has been in government was in the TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Do you?

2001-02 budget where an additional 90 police officers were Mr BROKENSHIRE: Yes, I'm happy to see the minister
brought forward under the Liberal government after the Statépend some money there.

Bank mess was fixed. | ask again as a supplementary TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: You were going to close it.
guestion: why is the government not going to increase polic&vhat | find amusing is that—

numbers, which is a question that has not been answered? Members interjecting:

The minister has a priority that he can put police into, if he TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Yes, they were going to close
wants to, but he has not done so. Money is available if thé: Wayne Matthew was going to close it and sell it. As the
minister prioritises properly: why are police not the minister’siocal member, | fought a campaign to save the Police
priority? Academy.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: One should look back on the The CHAIRMAN: Order! | think we have our own
answers given by former Liberal police ministers when theyersion of Police Academy Il here!
were questioned on this matter when they were cutting TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | have a table here that shows
numbers over many years. | believe | have more thascheduled intakes, which | am happy to table.
adequately answered the question. In fact, we are increasing Mr BROKENSHIRE: | am very happy to have that
FTEs within SAPOL. | should have prepared a little better fortabled, but my question is a simple one: from today until
the estimates committee, because | am advised that there @ecember this year, how many courses will graduate from the
actually 19.5 more sworn officer FTEs in this budget than thePolice Academy?
last budget, and some 43 support staff, offset, | understand, TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | am happy to ask the Commis-
by about 10, and we are looking at some 33 additionasioner for that advice. We do not have that information here
unsworn staff and 19.5 sworn officers. Will the membernow, but we—
congratulate me now? Mr BROKENSHIRE: The Treasurer does not have the

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Mr Chairman, | ask the minister information on how many courses will graduate between
to provide a detailed answer to me within your time require-1 July 2003 and December 2003?
ments of 29 July regarding exactly where those positions will TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Thatis correct; we do not have
be placed— that information.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | will tell the member now. Mr BROKENSHIRE: Well, that's amazing.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: —and whether thatis anincrease = TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, I'm sorry but—
in funding or whether that has to come out of the general Mr BROKENSHIRE: Treasurer, when | was police

budget for police, which is a relevant question. minister, | had diary dates of when we were to attend
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Do you know what? | will graduations.

answer that question. The CHAIRMAN: | think that we are deviating a bit
Mr BROKENSHIRE: Good. now. The member for Enfield.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | will consult briefly and then TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | am not going to allow the
give the member a full and frank answer. We are puttingshadow minister to cast aspersions over SAPOL. The shadow
11.5 officers into the hand gun buyback program, and thatninister used to get his kicks out of doing a lot of things
| am advised, will drop down to about four after about 12when he was a minister.
months, when the bulk of the buyback will have occurred. Mr BROKENSHIRE: | rise on a point of order,
There will be nine new sworn officers for the road safetyMr Chairman. | ask that the Treasurer withdraw those
reform program, three sworn officers for the State Protectiveemarks. | am certainly not one to cast aspersions on the
Security Branch and two sworn officers for increased trafficpolice: | am casting aspersions on this government for not
enforcement. The 19.5 is net, because six fewer swordelivering.
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The CHAIRMAN: Member for Mawson, | cannot direct answering 000 emergency calls, along with dispatching,
the minister to withdraw those comments. It is up to him, ifcoordinating and monitoring the delivery of police services
he feels that they— and resources for the community. | acknowledge the good

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: As | have said, | will not be work of the former government in establishing this: it has
subjected to the immature rantings of a shadow minister. been made a lot better by this government.
have a very detailed table here showing the officer intakes for Mr RAU: What has been done to address the general
the academy, showing month by month, over three years—eperating cost pressures on SAPOL?

Mr Brokenshire interjecting: TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Every agency has cost pressures

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Mr Brokenshire can make all and it has taken me some time as Treasurer to fully under-
the silly remarks he wishes. We will have for him, in a very stand and appreciate the nature of cost pressures that emerge
short space of time, the answer he requires, but we do naimost on a daily basis within government. SAPOL is not on
have that information with us here. No doubt, as a ministerits own. Clearly as a major service delivery agent of govern-
the shadow minister was brilliant, and he would have beement the cost pressures are very real and very present. The
able to snap his fingers and that information would have beecost pressures predominantly related to motor vehicle
sitting there for him. As he rose to the lofty heights as theoperating, computing and communication costs and accom-
most junior minister in cabinet, he probably did not havemodation costs and total some $4.9 million per annum over
much else to do with his day except pore through his diargxisting base allocations. In prior years cash headroom was
and work out when he would be attending his next policaused to temporarily offset these cost pressures.
graduation: | have a little more to do with my day. | am happy In addition, for 2001-02 and 2002-03 SAPOL received
to get that information for the shadow minister, but | am$1.4 million per annum as a short-term appropriation

happy to table this quite comprehensive table. supplementation. These temporary fixes were no longer an
The CHAIRMAN: That table can be circulated. The option and the unfunded cost pressures could not be resolved
member for Enfield may ask his first question. internally without impact on sworn police officers. In the

Mr RAU: Thank you, Mr Chairman. What is the current 2003-04 budget the government has provided $3.5 million
status of the police call centre project, and what impact havengoing recurrent funds to SAPOL to rectify the majority of
the changes had on SAPOL service delivery within the Soutthe structural imbalances, and SAPOL has identified strat-
Australian community? egies to redirect $1.4 million to address the balance. These

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Whilst | do not expect to get strategies target non-operational areas within SAPOL,
support from the opposition, even when we are increasingrimarily covering non-operational overheads such as support
police numbers, | will make some comment on the fact thastaff, communication fleets, maintenance, agency staff,
at 11 p.m. on Wednesday 4 June 2003 staff of SAPOL's cathccommodation and general administration. Police staffing
centre commenced their first night shift, completing thelevels will not be impacted as SAPOL will continue to recruit
expansion of the centre to full 24-hour operation—a measuragainst attrition. Better budget management within
not undertaken under the former government, to the best @fovernment has been a clear focus of my role as Treasurer
my knowledge. A performance indicator for core manageand now as Police Minister.
ment is the percentage of calls abandoned by the caller before Mr RAU: The next question concerns me in my capacity
being answered. Generally the longer the caller waits to bas a member representing The Parks area in particular. How
answered the higher the abandonment rate. Prior to the SAPOL contributing to the reduction of illegal drug
creation of the call centre, all calls on 000 and the nowactivity and associated problems within South Australia, The
withdrawn 11444 police attendance number were presentdéearks in particular?
to the police communications centre. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: We will see what we can do to

A review conducted in 1999 revealed that about 53 pegive you more detail about The Parks, but a variety of
cent of all 11444 calls and 10 per cent of all 000 calls werestrategies exist across SAPOL to respond to illegal drug
abandoned by the caller, with unacceptably high levels oactivity. These strategies address harm reduction, demand
complaints being received regarding service delivery on botheduction and supply reduction. The Drug and Organised
lines. The introduction of the call centre successfully turnedCrime Investigation Branch is targeting high level drug
around that situation. | acknowledge the work of the lastrafficking activity. Specialised SAPOL members attached to
government. Of the 23 000 calls presented to the call centrtae Drug and Organised Crime Investigation Branch are
in May 2003, over 94 per cent were answered within 1Qrained and equipped to investigate clandestine laboratories,
seconds, while the average time to answer was five seconashich are a key source of amphetamines in South Australia.
During that month 2 200 reports of crime were taken over th& he chemical diversion desk within the Drug and Organised
phone, with 9 500 incidents referred to the police communi€Crime Investigation Branch plays a pivotal role in gathering
cations centre for patrol dispatching. intelligence on the movement of chemicals and diverted

The call centre conducts customer satisfaction surveys gorescription drugs used in illicit drug manufacture in our
a regular basis. The most recent survey conducted in Mastate.

2003 indicated that 96 per cent of respondents were either Operation Mantle is the deployment of teams of six police
satisfied or very satisfied with the service they were receivingn each metropolitan local service area, with a focus on street
when calling 11444. The call centre concept is both effectivéevel drug markets to disrupt drug trafficking at this level and
and efficient. Through a centralised approach, consistent artd divert drug users under the police drug diversion initiative.
quality controlled services are being delivered to theSAPOL has committed investigators to the Viking Joint Task
community. It has allowed police patrols more time to focusForce. This task force has a focus on South-East Asian
on proactive crime reduction initiatives and police stationorganised crime in the state (which would be of interest to the
staff to provide better counter service to customers. Witthonourable member) and a considerable amount of the task
24-hour operation, the call centre has now allowed the policéorce’s work is in the interception of heroin being trafficked
communications centre to concentrate all their resources drom the eastern states to South Australia. Local service area
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drug action teams are initiating and progressing local We have particular operations in place. One, which is in
strategies that engage government and community representae north-eastern suburbs, is targeting a group that is using
tives in a partnership approach to dealing with licit and illicit stolen cars, engaging in crime and is obviously being put into
drug issues. We think there is one at The Parks and we willery dangerous situations with driving dangerously. We are
try to elaborate on that later. also using our helicopter services more extensively and
Drug action team leaders coordinated communityputting the helicopter into the air at times when pursuits are
consultation meetings held throughout the state as a preludigely. So, we are using intelligence to target that operation,
to South Australia’s highly successful government Drugsand that is an especially safe way of being able to manage
Summit held a short while ago. In response to the Drugshese situations, thus reducing the risk to both the police and
Summit a program has been initiated to employ two additionthe public in pursuing vehicles, because we can track and
al community constables to enhance drug action tearoontrol them with our air services. Obviously, we are not able
capacity to address alcohol and drug issues among otw put the helicopter into the air across the metropolitan area
Aboriginal communities. SAPOL continues to divert drug24 hours a day. However, we are targeting the high risk
users to assessment and treatment under the police drtimes, and it is proving quite successful.
diversion initiative as an alternative to prosecution. SAPOL We have very stringent policies on engaging in ‘urgent
works in partnership with the Drug and Alcohol Servicesduty driving’, and that is monitored and controlled by
Council to maintain a drug overdose review group. The grougupervisors so that, if the risk is too high, we terminate
has developed the South Australian drug overdose strategygrtain pursuits. However, overall it remains a very high risk
for consideration of the chief executive coordination commit-activity—risky for police officers, for the offenders, and for
tee on drugs. SAPOL contributes to the national supplthe general community, which can be caught up in these
reduction strategy for illicit drugs. Further, SAPOL patrtici- incidents.
pates in the drug use monitoring program—a project funded |n short, we are targeting these activities. We are getting
jointly by the Australian Institute of Criminology and the fairly good results. Many offenders are being apprehended
South Australian Attorney-General’s Department. The projecind, at the end of the day, that is the best way to deal with
measures drug use amongst persons apprehended by poligfsse people. However, there may be other initiatives that
It goes without saying that all of us in this chamber areshould be considered to tackle the problem.
extremely concerned about the use of drugs in our commun- \y BROK ENSHIRE: My next question to the police
ity. As parents with young children many of us are facing theminister is on the issue of current cost pressures to SAPOL
realisation that drugs are prevalent and a frightening eveith respect to recurrent budget. What assessment does he
present menace for our young. This government remaingave of the current cost pressures on SAPOL's budget? |
committed to ensuring that we continue to improve the lawsefer to 4.33, Statement of Cash Flows, the payment section.
of this state to ensure that we have the toughest drug laws in |, 5 press release, the minister indicated that the police
the nation. The Premier himself is personally committed tQyjj| get a $14.4 million increase for general police operating
presiding over the toughest laws we can putin place to ensuggsts. However, on page 4.33, given the last pay increase that
that we have strong deterrent agair)st.drug use i.n this stat€yi| come through on 1 July from the previous enterprise
The CHAIRMAN: Is the Commissioner confident that pargaining agreement, employee entitlements show that the
the issue of stolen vehicles, particularly—but not exclusivelyi,crease for police salaries is approximately $16 million. In
so, being used in high speed activities in the city at night i,gqition, it shows supplies and services in the budget
under control? Are the strategies in place adequate to deglcreasing by approximately $8 million from the previous
with those situations, which seem to arise from time to time%udget year. That is a total of $24 million, yet the Treasurer
TheHon. K.O.FOLEY: | would be happy for the hag'said that he is putting in only $14.4 million.
Commissioner to answer that. . It appears that the police, potentially, have a $10 million
_Mr HYDE: Yes, | am pleased to answer thqt questiony, ook hole in that area of their budget. | would like confir-
minister. The level of illegal use (.)f motor vehicles is of aiion as to whether or not that is a $10 million black hole.
concern. We have had operations in place over a number 9, does the Treasurer expect the police to manage with

years, and we have seen the number of stolen vehicles redyggy given the difference between his $14.4 million in his
S|gn|f|.cantlly over that period Of. time. Having said that,.th.ey ress release and the $24 million just on those two budget
are still being stolen at a rate with which we are not satisfied; ¢ requiring increases in expenditure?

and certainly we do not expect the community to be satlsfled The Hon. K.O. EOLEY: That is nonsense. There is no

W't%zit ratéao, ellet:hiﬁr.stolen cars trving to drive in a mannerblack hole in the budget. The numbers are in the budget for
g peop ying all to see. | have already answered fully and in quite some

that they are not normally trained for or accustomed to 'S%etail a question from one of my colieagues about cost

particularly danger_ous _recipe. They are generally driving ressures. The shadow minister can throw all sorts of phrases
high speeds and with disregard to a lot of the traffic requires, . sund, but there is no black hole.

ments. Of course, in many cases, they are trying to allude . . .
apprehension by the police. We have a high number of what | refer to an ea_rher question about graduat_|ons and the
we call ‘urgent duty driving’.situations On any given night intake of police officers. | will read to the committee a letter

we may have two or three and, in most cases, they resol\}ga“ have sent to the Police Association which may, in part,

satisfactorily and the community does not hear a lot abougnSWer the members question. Originally, it was a letter to
them e former minister for police. | will not read all of it, but this

Of course, one night this week (and these are probably Rt impacts on the member's question:
incidents to which the Chairman is referring) we had a The Commissioner of Police advises that the March 2003 recruit

L . . ourse was cancelled based on an assessment of December 2003
number of 'nc'dents.m which up to seven young p?‘?p'e Wer'torkforce numbers. In December 2002, the level of attrition with
apprehended for driving dangerously and committing othegapoL was 12 persons below that budgeted for, and a further 24

offences involving at least three stolen motor vehicles.  staff members returned to duty from the inactive list, representing
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an overall increase to staff numbers by 36 sworn personnel. Bas¢dose adjustments are made. There is no black hole. That is
on thisincrease, above the December 2002 budgeted staff level, tgﬁst a furphy.

cadet course scheduled for March 2003 was not required and was . Qi
therefore cancelled. Mr BROKENSHIRE: Sir, | am happy to have your

| am further advised that the proposed SAPOL schedule ofuling, butldo need an answer. As a supplementary question,
intakes for the financial year 2003-04— can the Treasurer explain to me, if there is no black hole,

Did the member want the answer? where the $10 million comes from to plug your budget

Mr BROKENSHIRE: It i t that rel tt papers,whic_h_ shpwtotal operating paymer]t:_;inc_reasing from
! 15 not fhat relevant to my $380.482 million in 2002-03 to $403.605 million in 2003-04,

guestion. . ; S
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Itis about to be relevant. yetyou are saying that you are putting only $14.4 millionin
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | am listening the general areas? Can the minister explain where the

$10 million comes from?
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | can talk and listen. . The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: Rea(_j the budget papers. | spent
eight years in opposition on estimates committees, and | did

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: I will not give you an answer . S
if you are not listening. | will move on. | would appreciate ?hoé gggggitﬂtcl)nge to be the minister now and do the work for

30, | am aovised that the Sepiember 2003 make io 30, Mr BROKENSHIRE: Butyou are the Treasurer.
January 2004, 26; March 2004, 28; and May 2004, 26 N : ’

making a total of 140. | hope that cross-checks with previou%aglgnaslf\:g:(’\;\?el I)é;nl:]%’t %%rgﬁar;g’réol?kffgr::’va?ﬁ (;/:.Ij?rl‘,l)(u(()jUtet
information; if it does not, of course we will correct it. The : Y P 9

: ) numbers than we have been.
Iettﬁrr].cont;n:els a}s fo'L(_)Wf't diustment to reflect ch . Mr BROKENSHIRE: As a supplementary question, will
IS schedule IS subject (0 agjustment 10 reflect changes F H
attrition, the inactive list and funding allocations. ﬂ1e Treasgrer agree thaton page 4.33 the dlffe.rence required
. ’ ) _in expenditure for payments for employee entitlements and
| think that partly answers the member's question. Notwith-spplies and services from last year's budget to this year's
standing that, we will— _ budget is $24 million approximately, as indicated in the

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: We are giving you the answer.  TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | will be more than happy to get
Mr BROKENSHIRE: How many will graduate—not a detailed answer for the member.

recruit—in the next six months? The CHAIRMAN: The member for Mawson is getting
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | do not know what the failure close to his third question.
rate is at the academy. Mr BROKENSHIRE: | have a question on the govern-
Mr BROKENSHIRE: How many courses willgraduate ment’s privatisation policy with respect to police stations. |
between now and Christmas? Itis a simple question.  acknowledge that more police stations need to be built, so |
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: We will obtain the answer. | agree with the Treasurer, and we were building them at
was trying to be helpful. We will check all the answers to myNetley, Mount Gambier, Wakefield Street and Grenfell
questions in this estimates committee today and, should thegireet. We spent about $60 million worth of taxpayers’
be any inaccuracies or errors in the information provided, wenoney when | was minister. How sure is the minister that the
will rectify it as quickly as possible. We attempt to answerprivatisation proposal announced for police stations will
the questions as correctly as we can but, in the pressure apgbceed, given the caveat in his budget papers that the
heat of this process, from time to time one may make errorgrivatisation of the Rann Labor government for police
I want to assure the committee that, over the next few daystations will proceed only if it is subject to value, which in
we will check Hansard and ensure that any errors areitself is a broken promise? Notwithstanding the broken
corrected and the committee is appropriately notified.  promise, if the caveat does not stack up, will the minister
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | have a supplementary question. guarantee building those police stations with taxpayers’
Will the Treasurer explain why Budget Paper 4.33, formoney?
employee entitlement costs and supply and services costs, The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: This is why | had a sleepless
shows a required increase in payments of $24 million in theight last night, in anticipation of the onslaught that | would
next budget period? The Treasurer has indicated in the budgeiceive today. It has been a very stressful time, with anxious
statement only a general increase to police of $14.4 millionmoments, facing the political skill of the member opposite.
Itappears to me that there is a $10 million gap in that area ofo suggest that PPPs are a form of privatisation is nonsense.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: You are talking.

the police budget. Can | have an answer? Public private partnerships are a well accepted policy,
TheHon.K.O. FOLEY: The Commissioner has initiated quite correctly by the honourable member's

explained to me that this is no big deal. government, and adopted by nearly all state governments as
Mr BROKENSHIRE: It is $10 million. a way of partnering the public sector and the private sector
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: But there is no black hole. Base to deliver infrastructure.

adjustments are made all the time. While governments have a better capacity to borrow
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: money more cheaply, what often is the problem for govern-

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Well, that is the advice with ment is that we are unable to manage the project as well as
which | have been provided. It is quite normal, and there isve should in terms of keeping to budget and allowing
no black hole. A number of base adjustments are required. Aanovation to occur in projects. PPPs give us an opportunity
a former minister, the member appreciates, | am sure, that the bring the skills of the private sector together with the skills
operational nature of the police force is such that, unlike mosif the public sector to get what we need in terms of critical
other government agencies, one cannot be more certain infrastructure. It is no different, if one thinks the pure model
predicting the cost of operating the force. There are so marhrough, from the fact that the building in which the police
swings and roundabouts in relation to police operations thdteadquarters is situated is leased. We do not own it because
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it would not make sense for the government to own a bit othe uplift of a standard Star Group squad and its associated
commercial real estate in Wakefield Street. We used to dequipment. SAPOL has engaged a specialist aviation
that and the governments of the past made terrible mistake®nsultant to review the current aircraft, take into account
when we owned half of Grenfell Street. operational requirements, and recommend future direction
Police stations are the same. PPPs to my mind are @nd policy. The resultant report and recommendations have
similar approach. We are leasing an asset. We do not need¢onfirmed the importance of proceeding with a replacement
own the building. We need to have the facility for our force,program to ensure services can continue with minimal
and that clearly is not privatisation. We put a caveat on aldowntime and enhanced operational safety. The replacement
PPPs, and | would have thought that the honourable membaircraft will improve delivery of emergency and policing
would appreciate this. The business case has to stack up. \Wervices across South Australia, especially in the Far North
cannot commit the government to a PPP for philosophicabf this state.
reasons: it must be good, financial, economic sense. Ifitis Mr KOUTSANTONIS: What is the minister doing to
not, it should not be done. address the problem of potential terrorist attacks in South
PPPs started under the previous government, and the PRRBstralia?
unit within Treasury, together with the very good work  TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: This is an issue uppermost in
undertaken by SAPOL itself, has reached the point of makinghe mind of many people around our nation and the world. It
a decision when it is confident that these can proceed, that¢gannot be treated lightly but it also needs to be kept in context
has done the due diligence prior to committing the budget tand, as a government, we are attempting to do both of those
these projects. We are very confident these projects will bthings. The response from the Commissioner and his officers

delivered under a PPP. has been outstanding in ensuring that, with due regard to the
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: threats that we may or may not face, we are dealing appropri-
The CHAIRMAN: The member for Mawson has had a ately with this issue. The budget has a particular provision,

few supplementaries, so this is his last question. and I will come to that in a moment, but in October last year

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Thank you, sir. If your caveat says Premier Rann announced that a review of the state disaster
that it is not value, will your government proceed with arrangements would take place. At the same time, the
taxpayers’ money, like the Liberal government did, to buildCommissioner of Police announced that a review of SAPOL’s

these police stations, yes or no? counter-terrorism and state disaster arrangements would also
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: We do not deal in hypotheticals. occur.

This is purely hypothetical. As aresult of the SAPOL review, on 16 December 2002
Mr BROKENSHIRE: No, it is not. the State Protective Security Branch was formed. The state

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: You can ask me all sorts of government supported the creation of this branch through
what-ifs. What if the world economy drops into depressionproviding SAPOL with an additional $300 000 recurrent
next year and revenue is cut by 20 per cent? What will wéunding. The State Protective Security Branch provides
do? Let us hope it does not drop into depression. We aneegular security briefings to government (the Department of
extremely confident, because of the due diligence undertakeRremier and Cabinet is the agency for which that is provided),
the work undertaken, the business case that we have paihd complements the existing cooperative arrangements both
together, that that is not an issue that we will need tawith the state and nationally relative to counter-terrorism and
confront. state disaster issues. The branch has been active in working

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: What information can the together with the Department of Premier and Cabinet in
minister provide with regard to the replacement of theconsolidating issues particularly relevant to terrorism.
Cessna 402 aircraft used for the delivery of emergency and The branch consists of 20 staff, and is SAPOLs first line
policing services? efforts with respect to prevention, recovery and investigation.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: As | outlined earlier, and | have It has a policy, strategy and research role, and liaises closely
said it in the house, policing is not just about numbers, it isvith government and state and federal agencies with regard
about providing our force with the best technology, the besto counter-terrorism and state disaster issues. Response to a
equipment, the best infrastructure that we can, to allow outerrorist incident remains the role of front-line officers and,
force to be properly equipped to carry out the job that we asubsequently, specialist officers. During an actual incident,
a government and, more broadly, the community requires arttie role of the State Protective Security Branch will include
expects of our force. SAPOL's forward capital investmentassistance and advice to government and to SAPOL's
program for 2004-05 includes $2.65 million for the replace-executive.
ment of one of the two Cessna 402 aircraft currently utilised  Since its formation, the State Protective Security Branch
by Police Air Services. This amount takes into account thénas undertaken a range of activities, including:
anticipated sale value of the aircraft that needs to be replaced. discussion with government regarding counter-terrorism

The aircraft has provided excellent service over a period legislation;
approaching 20 years for a range of needs, including search active participation in the government’s review of critical
and rescue, direct support for Far North operations, the infrastructure;

Pitjantjatjara lands in particular, and emergency upliftto the active participation in the state disaster review;

scene of a major incident. SAPOL has rigorously applied all active participation in other government sponsored
maintenance regimes recommended by the manufacturer and programs, such as the Premier’s Bushfire Summit;

by air safety authorities, but clearly the age of the aircraftand active participation in the state Chemical Biological
the ongoing fatigue management issue is now increasing Radiation Committee;

maintenance downtime, and this trend will continue to the managing and coordinating exercises involving a counter-
detriment of police operational needs. terrorism and state disaster focus (for the financial year to

Operating restrictions due to the age of the aircraft and date, 35 joint agency training activities have been pro-
load capacity limit key operational requirements, including grammed);
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managing and investigating information received relativeparents are getting home to their families, and more kids are
to South Australia through the national security hotline—living full lives because they are not getting injured, maimed
to date, over 500 calls have been managed by SAPOlIgr killed on our roads. | think that, as a community, we have
several investigations are still active and, to date, there has do more to ensure that the message gets through. Quite
been one arrest as a result of investigations stemmingimply, if you do not like copping a speeding fine, do not

from the hotline information. speed. It is not a terribly difficult thing to work out. If you do
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: In South Australia? not speed, you will not be fined: if you do not run a red light,
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Yes, that would mean South you will not be fined.

Australla The range of activities also include: The road safety strategy adopted by SAPOL involves
enhancing relationships with key stakeholders in theeducation as well as enforcement and engineering. Education
counter-terrorism and state disaster environment; includes school and community programs, media publicity
coordinating the protection, of course, of dignitaries; and the ongoing cautioning of offending motorists by
investigating crimes linked to counter-terrorism; SAPOL. SAPOL takes every opportunity to promote the road

collecting and reviewing information and intelligence andsafety message and markets strategies through community
providing regular security summaries to government an@roups and networks established with key stakeholder groups.

key stakeholders; The enforcement undertaken by SAPOL is intelligence led.
developing systems and disseminating security informaBrivers who do not wish to comply with road laws and create
tion to critical infrastructure; an unsafe environment on our roads are detected and

with government support, liaising with multicultural prosecuted. Enforcement campaigns are conducted by police

groups across South Australia relative to terrorism issuegn a regular basis.

actively addressing the counter-terrorism gaps identified Engineering is undertaken with stakeholders to identify

in the Deloitte Review of 2002, which identified a range unsafe locations in our road system that can be made safer

of issues at whole of government individual service levelthrough engineering practices. A specific capital allocation

representing the state in developing the National Countenf $1.44 million was approved to SAPOL in the 2003-04

terrorism Plan and Handbook; and budget for the implementation of the road safety reform

budget submissions relative to counter-terrorism and staferoject. Most of the initiatives require legislative support,

disaster equipment issues, including building projects. with the road safety reforms bill being passed on 2 June 2003.
A range of budget submissions have been supported arihe following regulatory changes to the road safety reforms
announced by the government in this budget. Of particulabill directly affect SAPOL resources: introduction of mobile
note, there will be a provision for funding (and | will go into random breath testing; introduction of mandatory loss of
that a little more) for a high technology bomb robot, a newlicence for second and subsequent offences for .05 to .079
mobile tactical command centre and a new mobile intelli-blood alcohol content; introduction of demerit points for
gence command vehicle. In fact, as we have said, in the facamera detected speeding offences; enabling the use of red
of the ongoing threat to terrorism, the government hadight cameras for speed detection; and the introduction of a
allocated an extra $4.2 million for what | have just outlined,50 kilometre built up default speed limit.
and some further work in training facilities and technical  All the above changes, with the exception of the introduc-
equipment. tion of the 50 kilometre built up speed limit, have been

I think it can be said that the government and, in particu-authorised by the road safety reforms bill. As the 50 kilo-
lar, SAPOL, have responded swiftly and with purpose to thenetre speed limit necessitated an amendment to regulations,
emerging threat of terrorism. But, as we all know, we live inthis initiative commenced on 1 March 2003. Following a
a very dangerous world, and all we can do as a state is tihree-month education phase, full enforcement of the 50
prepare ourselves as best we can, ensure we undertake #i@metre built up default speed limit (I will just call it ‘speed
necessary steps and be vigilant. limit") commenced on 1 June 2003.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Before | ask my next question, I might say, just to reinforce that point, that it is a terrible
maybe the minister can give some advice on how the federaéflection on all of us as a community that we continue to
government is cooperating with SAPOL through the federahave one of the highest road tolls in the nation, | understand,
police (the AFP), and whether that has been adequatand an incredibly high trauma rate. | pay tribute to all
Recently, concerns have been raised in the media about theembers—the members for Enfield, West Torrens, Heysen
AFP’s commitment in some of the states off the eastermnd Mawson—for their support and endorsement (enthusiasti-
seaboard, such as South Australia, Western Australia and tleally, | might add) of the measures adopted by the govern-
NT, in terms of their counter-terrorism operations. My lastment, because these are not always as popular as one would
question is about road safety and, in particular, about thike decisions to be. But the argument and reasons are
reduction of road trauma, which obviously concerns thecompelling and overwhelming, and | am pleased that all
South Australian community. What is the minister andmembers of this house so strongly endorsed the approach of
SAPOL doing to try to address a reduction in road trauma®he Minister for Transport and welcomed this move (and

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Thank you for this question. supported by the police minister and SAPOL) to give us
Some people have asked me why there will be an increase stronger, tougher, safer roads in our state.
revenue from speeding fines and red light camera offences. The CHAIRMAN: Just following up that point, is it the
The reason is because too many people are being killed amghvernment’s intention to continue to identify speed camera
seriously injured on our roads. We have made a very firnfocations by the media, and is there any plan to increase the
commitment and SAPOL has, quite correctly, increased itaumber of cameras or hand-held laser guns?
efforts to police our roads. Quite frankly, as the Treasurer, TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | might allow the Commissioner
nothing would give me greater delight than to have a blowto answer the question, as he sees fit.
out in my budget because revenue from speeding fines fell Mr HYDE: The identification of next day’s speed camera
well short of the mark, because that would mean that mortcations is part of an issue in raising awareness of road
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traffic enforcement and therefore to induce more awareness It is our intention to be in a position, parliament willing
and better driver behaviour. We do not identify all the next(and that is more in the honourable member’s court than
day’s locations. They are only some of the locations, and weurs), of course, to legislate to ensure that we are in place to
make that clear. It is also a combined initiative to promoterun on 1 October. A letter was received by the Premier from
road safety generally with Channel 10 and also to promotéhe Prime Minister on 2 March seeking to clarify sporting
Neighbourhood Watch as a good community-based policingvents that would be exempt from restrictions. The letter
program. So, there are many elements to the publicity giveatates:
to forthcoming sites for some speed cameras. _ Allother processes, including the introduction of implementing
We have found that, overall, it does not have a negativegislation, will necessarily be delayed until the list of exempted
impact. There is quite a degree of debate about whether speggbrting events is settled by COAG.
cameras ought to be identified specifically whilst they arerpe reply from the Premier to the Prime Minister dated
operating or whether they should operate covertly. We argg pay proposing those events included the Police and Fire
generally of the view that covert operations are the best Way, 3 mes. We would want those games to be exempt, and that
to use speed cameras but, in the interests of creating mofg.|,des the International Practice Shooting Confederation,
awareness, this initiative has been put into place. We have ngle pglice and Services Match and the NRA Action Match.
really had any negative feedback from the initiative. Therpe prime Minister's response dated June 2003 repeats that
media picks it up pretty well and it becomes quite a topic o}y western action and metallic silhouette weapons would
discussion, which all goes to the purpose of what we arge exempt. | assume that means that there has been some
trying to achieve. toing-and-froing between the commonwealth and our state as

In terms of the additional hand-held radars and mobilgg \what would and would not be exempt; and to get the
radars, there is funding, | think, for about 35 additionaljegjs|ation right we want to seek that clarification.

mobile radars for the next financial year. We find that those
devices are particularly useful in country areas where spe
cameras are not as useful because they can be identified q
readily in country locations and, obviously, we have to keep - . .
moving them around. However, because of the mobility in . Mr BROKENSHIRE: The minister can table it and just
country areas, the mobile radar devices are more effective ighlight the main points.

do not have any information to hand about any additional TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: We cannot table the letter. The
hand-held radars. | can provide that information if it isletter simply reconfirms this government's strong support for

The Premier wrote to the Prime Minister on 13 June this
ar and, if the honourable member would like, | can read
At letter.

required. the Prime Minister’s initiative to make our community safer.
In part, the letter states:
Additional Departmental Adviser: We are giving urgent consideration to the Prime Minister’s letter
Mr B. Flaherty, Chief Inspector, SAPOL. and, as we had only just received the Prime Minister's advice on

details of the hand gun buyback, it will be impossible for South
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | turn now to the area of the hand Australia to meet the 1 July 2003 commencement date.

gun buyback. Under ‘Targets 2003-04' at page 4.13, SAPOl. do not want to be critical of John Howard and the federal
is to conduct a hand gun buyback between 1 July angovernment because itis a courageous and brave effort by the
31 December 2003 as a result of legislative changes. We wemgime Minister but, if the Prime Minister writes to us and we
told, after the Premier had been to COAG back in Decembehave not been able to consider that letter and get the scheme
that there was a general agreement between the Primg by 1 July, well, we cannot get it up by 1 July. The letter
Minister and premiers for a hand gun buyback. Why is ncfyrther states:

legislation currently before the parliament for a hand gun The timing of negotiations and of your latest letter do not leave

buyback that is supposed to start from 1 July this year (thafme to introduce the relevant legislative amendments to parliament
is within two weeks), and was there sufficient consultatiorbefore 1 July. | therefore propose a commencement date for the

during the period straight after Christmas until now with buybackin SA of 1 October 2003 in line with that already proposed

those people who are disaffected, namely, sporting shooter®y New South Wales. This will allow time for consultation,
etc.? legislative change and introduction of new administrative arrange-

Lo ments. Please ensure the changes are made in relevant regulations
Even though the budget papers indicate that SAPOL wa allow for a six month hand gun buyback period in South Australia
ready for a 1 July start-up on the hand gun buyback (and, iffom 1 October 2003 to 31 March 2004.

fact, | understand from advice given to me that SAPOL has\qyice from officers is that there is also some uncertainty

put everything in place ready for this as of 1 July, and the, ¢ the potential start dates in some other states. | cannot
Treasurer has indicated some staff going across from oth@pnfirm this but there may be some drift potentially to August
areas of SAPOL for a period for the hand gun buyback), why, ,th Queensland and New South Wales. Al the states are
is it now going to be October _before the agreement betwee@,oving together but, as a former minister, | think the
the Prime Minister and Premier Rann commences? honourable member would appreciate that getting consistency
TheHon. K.0. FOLEY: That is a fair question. The i, approach amongst states has never been an easy task. We
work at SAPOL in this respect has been very good, as ongre moving as quickly as we are able to in this area. At least
would expect, but with any legislative approach to this typ§ assume that the honourable member is indicating that he
of issue there are always complications, sensitivities angi|| allow swift passage of the legislation when it is brought
difficulties. The Prime Minister and the Premier have beengig the house?
corresponding on this matter. The fact is that some states Mr BROKENSHIRE: As a supplementary question—
have legislated effective from 1 July and some states have i .
not. Some states will start in July and some states will not. | 1 1€ CHAIRMAN: Second question.
am advised, for the honourable member’s benefit, that itis Mr BROKENSHIRE: A supplementary question—
expected that New South Wales will commence on 1 October. The CHAIRMAN: Second question.
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TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | am sorry. | should have Mr BROKENSHIRE: | have had a number of people
introduced Brad Flaherty, Officer-in-Charge of the Firearmscome to me who are registered firearms owners expressing
Branch of SAPOL. concern that, several months back, they received material

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | acknowledge the fact that we about firearms and transfers (or anything to do with firearms)
need to protect the World Police and Fire Games: it was avith respect to hand guns that was based on the legislation
Liberal initiative to push the bid for 2007, and we strongly to be passed and that SAPOL was ready for 1 July. They are
endorse and support it. But, | have a problem with part of thasking why SAPOL was working in that direction, before the
Treasurer's answer because the letter from the Primkegislation was passed, in its general management of the
Minister, as | understand, was a qualification to ensure thissues surrounding the hand gun buyback and those pistols
general agreement of a start on 1 July, following agreemergnd revolvers that would not be available after 1 July.
back in December, or thereabouts, last year. The letter came TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | will start an answer to that
in March and the response from the government did not gquestion and let others conclude. We are debating at the
back to the Prime Minister’s office, as | understand it, untiimargin here: we are consulting about issues at the margin.
the end of May, which is quite a long time. The intent of what the Prime Minister expects and the states

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The last letter from the Prime have agreed is known. | would have thought it was obvious
Minister was received in the office of the Premier, it would that SAPOL would begin the work of communicating that so
appear, on 11 June. we can move swiftly.

Mr BROKENSHIRE: The first letter confirming 1 July Mr FLAHERTY: The general gist of what sort of hand
came to the Premier’s office, as | understand it, in March. guns were going to be bought back was pretty well finalised

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: That is correct. earlier this year. We had applications from people who
Mr BROKENSHIRE: And it was 29 May before he got wished to purchase firearms that fell into the restricted
a response, which is a couple of months. categories, and we advised them that purchasing these

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Yes. These are not things that firearms would put them in a position where, with the
one can quickly turn around. Again, as police minister—andntended 1 July start date, those firearms would become
| appreciate in opposition one can be a little less particulaprohibited firearms and they would have to hand them in for
about these matters—you do not just get a response frompaurchase by the government.

Prime Minister and shoot back a reply on the next day on Due to the fact that current legislation allows for the
something as controversial and sensitive as this is concerniri@eputy Registrar to restrict the purchase of those firearms
the sporting shooters in our state, as you would appreciatender what is called a genuine reason (I think under sec-
Yes, the response took until late May, the Prime Ministettion 15 of the Firearms Act), the determination was made to
replied on 11 June and we responded to the Prime Ministarot allow those people to purchase those hand guns. How-
on 13 June. So we are moving quickly. ever, where the hand guns were examined and found to be

But | think the member for Mawson should be fair when outside the guidelines as set down by COAG, those people
looking at this and in his comments to the media, because theere allowed to purchase them.
parliamentary schedule is not necessarily conducive to a date Mr BROKENSHIRE: My next question is: how many
earlier than 1 October, which was agreed to between thé&/orkCover claims has SAPOL received this year and how
government and the opposition. We have some legislativdoes that compare with the previous year? How many sick
restrictions in terms of when this legislation can movedays have been taken in the year to date, and how does this
through the house. compare with the previous year?

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | preface my next question by TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: We will take that on notice. We
saying that | support and endorse good consultation with alhave some information, but we will come back to you with
the sporting shooters and the firearms traders councig full answer.
because they are the people who will be disaffected by this Mr BROKENSHIRE: My next question is directed to the
legislation, as | see it—and | hope that has been going opolice minister. | note that he is talking about road safety
since the meeting in December. My question is: how muchnitiatives, and the Liberal opposition and | strongly endorse
money has the department (SAPOL) spent on establishmetitat: in fact, | would like to see more finance going to police
costs, including any extra rent for property, and any extrao assist them with their good work. Why does the govern-
materials, equipment and staff that are shifted over for thenent in its budget papers expect to fine more than 40 000
hand gun buyback? more motorists for traffic offences next year than this year

Further to that, | ask a question on behalf of a number o&ind thereby collect an extra $14 million more than last year
people who have approached me. | have seen a letter and | amthe forward estimates for next year's budget?
advised that SAPOL was not only ready to go on 1 July but, TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Because we have more
indeed, in correspondence to people who owned registerezhforcement. Parliament has legislated that we have various
firearms, was in effect enacting the forecast legislation beforeew measures relating to red light cameras and, as the
it was passed. Some people have raised concerns about tiedmmissioner indicated, some 35 additional mobile radars.
with me, and | would like to know whether or not it is correct Of course, with the introduction of the 50 km/h speed zone,
that the department was working towards the future beforeve assume people will take some time to adjust to the new
that legislation was tabled. regime.

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The Commissioner has advised  As | have said, there is red light camera use, and, | am
me that approximately $120 000 has been expendedgdvised, additional mobile radar and the introduction of the

including commitments. 50 km/h zone. There was a decrease in 2002-03 of approxi-
Mr BROKENSHIRE: And the second part of the mately $3.1 million, which reflects the change in work
guestion? practices brought about by the introduction of the 50 km/h

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Would you repeat the second default speed limit on 1 March, with a three- month education
part? phase into June 2003, resulting in 6 249 cautions of people
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not observing the 50 km/h zone. Of course, there was a grace TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The shadow minister, along
period in place, but 596 expiation notices were issued. Sayith a few of his colleagues, must be Rob Lucas’s worst
that accounts for a decrease in the figure at the end of th@ghtmare. No wonder we hear so little from the shadow
year. treasurer about anything relating to the budget: he has every
For completeness of my answer, it is proposed thaghadow minister running around out there and telling us how
SAPOL will acquire an additional 36 mobile radar units, with to spend money. No wonder | inherited a basket case. They
an increased activation of speed through red light cameragfe just out there spending. Rob Lucas has no control but,
as | have said, an additional allocation of resources, witfihen, he had no control over his ministers whilst in govern-
extra use of the 17 speed cameras, and an increase in ti@nt. That is really just another way of answering your
number of weeks from 26 to 31 weeks per year. We ar€arlier questions.
making no secret of the fact that it is an increased traffic The government established the road safety fund into
enforcement strategy, but | would be happy to cop a $10 milwhich all road fines money goes. We are the first govern-
lion hit to my budget if we did not catch any more peoplement, from my recollection, to do such a thing. | would have
speeding. thought that it was a good measure and that the shadow
The CHAIRMAN: Minister, what input does your _m_lnlster_would be applaud_lng it. From memory, he suppor_ted
portfolio have in relation to improving the justice system? |it in parliament (although it may not have been a legislative
talk to police, from time to time, many of whom expressmeasure—l am not sure whether it was legislative or
frustration at what they see as the recycling of criminalgdministrative). We have a road safety fund administered by
through our court system, with juveniles often seeming to geie Minister for Transport, and that is where all the money
away with no real penalty. To what extent do the police havél0€S
ameaningful say in trying to address some of these issuesin Mr BROKENSHIRE: Page 4.13 of the budget papers
the total justice system? shows an amount of $1 million, which | understand is extra
The Hon. K.O. FOLEY: That is a good question. As a money for SAPOL within the AP lands project. Can the

; : . - Treasurer confirm that the police assigned to the AP lands
new arrival to this portfolio, | am probably the least qualified " . . I
at the table to anpswer that qugstion. Ywill ask tﬂe ChiefVill be extra police funded by the $1 million and, further,
Executive Officer of the justice portfolio to make someWhy did SAPOL advise police in the north that this program

comments, and then ask the Commissioner if he would Iikg"OUId be discontinued in Ma.y.2003, at abo,ljt the same t_|me
to add his comments. as the Treasurer announced it in the budget? Will the minister

A . .. confirm that Marla police will not be used to provide all the
MsLENNON: The justice portfolio actually has a justice . S s
portfolio leadership council, of which the Commissioner ispOllce fothe AP lands, as per the minister's budget speech

ber Th . L UD 1o tak trateqic vi TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: We put additional money into
amember. The council was Set up 1o take a stralegiC VIEW Qo Ap |ands for policing. Very few things have disturbed me
the justice issues that affect all the agencies, so that we cou

b Hective in th inwhich iustice is deli 4. Al much, in my short time in government, as the briefing we
€ MOore Efiective In the way in which JUSUCE IS delivered. All o cqjyved from Wayne Chivell, the State Coroner. We brought

areas—whether it be from prosecution to juvenile justice im into cabinet (I was Acting Premier that day, and |

new programs or new policy, are discussed by that CounC'Femember it very clearly), and he talked through the terrible

We have a task force (which includes police representatioq)(agedy unfolding in the Anangu Pitjantjatjara lands. It is a

for specific issues, and we also regularly meet with th. isgrace, and a poor reflection on our community, that

: ; . ; Rboriginal people are killing themselves. Their society is
gpuncn. '3 Iq[t t?]f tthe |s§ues raltshedt by the Chatlrm”an aregysfunctional, and the basic standards one would expect of
IScussed at that meeting so thal we can actually Worg, ;;<e society are at best limited and at worst beyond

togl;iethgr ailnid ne\\,/\,iriyﬁne S v;ew Izir?utt g\to thl? prﬂ\?clf/ Orz]thnegescription. We as a government have acted upon the request
palicy decisio €N goes 1o cabinet. S0, police INVOIVeMENL, 4 5 qyice, in part, of the Coroner but also upon the work

is fairly extensive on awhqle range of issugsinthg portfoliobeing undertaken by the senior management council of
Mr HYDE: One additional way in which police have government.
particularinputin improve_mer_ns within the justice systemis™ | 55t week, | think, chief executive officers of government
to make proposals for legislative reform. More recently, thaHepartments were involved, and | know that the Commission-
has been the case with the forensic procedures legislation agg 55 visited the lands on a number of occasions. We treat
the expansion of the use of DNA technology in terms ofinis as an absolute priority, and we are putting substantial
detecting offenders. We are very alert to improvements ifye\y funding in this budget of, | think, about $12 million. In
legislation, and we do make quite a number of suggestionsarticular, we are putting money into policing in the lands.
from time to time to, from our point of view, improve issues sApQL was provided with $250 000 in 2003-04 to maintain
involving the justice system. two-person patrols at Amata and Umuwa. The funding is
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | am happy for the shadow required to cover additional penalties, allowances, equipment,
police minister to have the remaining 25 minutes. The onlyir travel and motor vehicle costs of four officers re-assigned
way | can deal with my terror of the member for Mawson isfrom Adelaide to the Far North LSA.
to confront him. | believe that if I confront my fears | will be This is an operational matter, and | am extremely vigilant
a better minister at the end of the day, and I will no longefin ensuring that | do not stray into operational matters. As the
have sleepless nights before estimates committees. shadow minister would know, in parliament, if there is a
Mr BROKENSHIRE: Why have the police not been whiff of it being an operational matter, | will defer to the
given significant cash increases directly from fines anaonfidence the government has in the Commissioner to
penalties for extra police and programs, given Labor’s policyundertake operational matters, and | would not dare walk
statement that all fines revenue (which is approximatelylown that path. | ask the Commissioner to expand on that.
$50 million a year) will go to police and Transport SAsafety Mr HYDE: Yes, the funds are for additional operating
initiatives? expenses for patrols to work in the lands. The $1 million
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relates to four years funding of approximately $250 000 peneed at this stage to develop a centralised squad or section to
year. We have been conducting operations under the nameiof/estigate arson, but we would be mindful of any trends in
safelands. We had another operation for three months earlighis area so that if the need arises we would have a close look
this year. It discontinued in about May. It was intended to rurat the best way to deal with it.

for three months, but it ceased a little earlier because we had Mr BROK ENSHIRE: | refer to payments and receipts,
some industrial issues with the Police Association on then page 4.33—budget: property, plant and equipment for
payment of some allowances to the officers. Bearing in ming002-03, where there was estimated expenditure of
that it was going to cease a short time later, we stopped i$12.008 million. It shows the result for that period being
That is not to say that we do not intend to resume thosenly $5.821 million. What was not purchased and why was
operations. Indeed, the funding is to be made available fat not purchased?

that purpose. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: That would deal with matters

We are looking to have four officers operate in the lands—of carryover and what has been agreed and has not been
two from Amata and two from Umuwa. Some will come from ggreed. We have details in the budget, and | am not in the

Adelaide, and it is likely that some will come from Marla as pusiness of doing the opposition’s work for them.
well. Those sort of things have not been finally resolved. We  \jr BROK ENSHIRE: As | cannot find it in the budget

have relocated some accommodation into Umuwa, S0 Wgapers, would the Treasurer get a considered response back
have some base accommodation for officers to work fromi, que course?

We have found that, as good as the community constables 1haHon. K.O. FOLEY: | have answered the question
have been over the years, the community really needs to hay he pest of my ability and | do not intend to add to it.
a police presence back into the lands, so we are looking for Mr BROKENSHIRE: In the IT section for SAPOL at

away to do that. Clearly there are some significant problema : ; o :

: . . . > age 4.14 it shows in the 2003 budget $6 million for expendi-

gngevt\}lengrgf&%errk?nm tz)etsr'dfoaglvi;’ggrmkﬂmget?;ﬁ; lgﬂgsa’ture. The estimated result was $420 000. In the call centre for
. gtotry X and ai¥hn3 it shows a budget figure for expenditure of $1.065 mil-

committed to upgrading our service to the communities "]ion, but the estimated result is $696 000. Why was there an

those lands. underspend on those initiatives?

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Will the Minister for Police ) -
confirm the current number of officers working in operation TheHon. K.O.FOLEY: As afo”“e'f minister you would
preciate, particularly with IT equipment and complex

Avatar and say whether that number has been consistent o

the past 18 months or thereabouts? Will he confirm that ther%rog?tmhs’ that, whilst goma_r;_ay lk;)ud%et for ﬁ_}f/tear,dto actually
are still 20 officers for the southern and 20 officers for the>PENC € MONEy can be diflicult orit can shitt and can move

northern relief pools, and have those numbers been keﬂ]tc;rp one year to another. | ask the Commissioner to add to
constant? ' - . .
TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: As that is clearly an operational __MT HYDE: The $6 million referred to is for our mobile
matter, | will ask the Commissioner to comment. Some of th&lat@ Project. We are currently out to tender for that and
information may be sensitive, but that is a matter for thgenders are bgmg evaluqted, and that includes tr|allng a
Commissioner. number of devices in vehicles. It has proved to be a little

Mr HYDE: The numbers should have been maintainedcomplicated because in the fixing of these devices in the
I do not have any information available today to the contrary}’elh'Cles we n_eeld to LOOK closely at thehAus.trallan desgn
so | can only undertake to obtain that information and providdU!€s: In particular, they can impede the air bag on the
it to the committee. passenger side of a vehicle, so we are working through those

The CHAIRMAN: There seem to be a lot of arson attacks/SSUES at the moment. However, it has meant that there has

in the metropolitan area against private and public propert?€€n @ longer delay in bringing this project to completion. So

although not quite every night. Is there any special grouﬁhe funds are available next year and the year beyond to

within the Police Force trying to tackle this issue? It is not aCOMPlete that project.
easy one to deal with. Almost every day you hear in the Withthe call centre, | am not sure why the money has not
media that something has burned down, yachts are beir{beenfully expen.ded. We do not have any difficulty with the
burnt out or a factory has gone up. | do not know whether iProgram, Qnd going to 24 hours a Qay, seven days a week, has
is systematic crime or is opportunistic. | have been trying td°€€n an aim for some time, and it is well on track. In fact, we
encourage the Insurance Council to provide Signiﬁcanhave jl_Jst started tha_t operat|on,_ even_though funding does not
rewards for information, but this costly activity in the Come into place ynulthe next financial year. | can check on
metropolitan area seems to continue. Whethe( the equipment purchases are )‘ully planned for 'ghat
Mr HYDE: Arson is a particular problem and ranges inexp_endlture, but I do not have that information readily
significance from very minor arson attacks to major problem&@vailable at this stage.
in factory premises or bushfires. We have an operation called Mr BROKENSHIRE: In Budget Paper 4.33, what is the
Opera’[ion Nomad Whereby officers are targeted in dealin®’-6 million from the commonwealth in the area of rECEiptS
with these issues. We normally have the operation runninffhe grants and payments section)? There is a one-off amount
during the fire danger period, and the operation bases ithis year of $7.6 million. Will the minister tell the committee
activities on intelligence. We have looked to expand thevhat that is for?
operation to times throughout the year. | would have to TheHon.K.O.FOLEY: | am advised that it is the
provide more specific information on that. More generally,commonwealth contribution to the gun buyback scheme.
arson offences are dealt with through our local service areas. The CHAIRMAN: | know that the Premier has taken a
We find that the best way to deal with the majority of crimekeen interest in the matter of the illegal use of knives,
is by local ownership and initiatives, and that is the case witlstabbings and so on. Will the minister, or the Commissioner,
most arson offences, apart from those that are particularlyndicate whether that problem is diminishing, or whether it
targeted through Operation Nomad. We have not seen thig still a serious problem in South Australia?
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TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: That is clearly an operational police for an observation unit on people who were involved
matter. If the Premier were here, he would probably launcln illicit crimes. She is now being persecuted persistently by
into his own views on knives, but | will hand this question tothe people on whom the police performed the surveillance.
the Commissioner. In my opinion, the police have been very good and have done

Mr HYDE: Yes, we are generally concerned about theeverything they can. However, as yet, no arrest has been
carriage and use of knives in committing criminal offencesmade. What sort of follow-up is there for these people who
We would prefer to see fewer knives being carried in publicvolunteer and put themselves at risk by allowing surveillance
places, particularly by young people. A raft of measuresunits in their homes? After the police have gone, could any
exists to deal with that problem, but we still see seriouspecial mechanism be put in place so that these people might
criminal assaults being committed with the use of knivesbe better serviced?

Whilst | cannot give you any particular data today, itisone TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Because that is clearly an

of those areas which we should remain very careful to deaperational matter, | will ask the Commissioner to comment.
with in the future and continue to scrutinise whether whatis Mr HYDE: What measures can be taken really depend on
occurring in public places, in particular, is what we want tothe circumstances in which people find themselves. General-

occur. ly, there is no particular mechanism that can be used;
The CHAIRMAN: Is the law adequate in terms of what however, the law does provide assistance through restraining
the police need to be able to do? orders and ways of dealing with stalking and harassment. If

Mr HYDE: Some refinements could be made to theany further, more serious matters occur, obviously the
legislation to tighten up, for example, on the excuses thatriminal law can be used. | cannot give a definitive answer
people can give legitimately. When | say ‘legitimately’, | without more information. If the member cares to provide that
mean in terms of what the law provides, rather than thénformation, | will be very pleased to follow up on that matter
reality. There could be some tightening up on what sort oaind provide some advice.
excuses are acceptable for the carriage of knives, particularly The CHAIRMAN: We have time for one question—
placing the onus on those who carry knives to justify theirmember for Mawson.
carriage. | am not in a position to give a definitive answer, Mr BROKENSHIRE: Given your ruling, Mr Chairman,
because it is not something to which we are paying particularwill ask only one more question. However, | ask whether
attention at the moment. Certainly, | have not come prepareidcan table some omnibus questions.
today with that information. TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: No, | think that you have to read

Mr BROKENSHIRE: Why has the government not them. We could not get away with that, although I tried it a
approved a police station for Golden Grove, as requestefgw times!
prior to the last election by the member for Wright? Mr BROKENSHIRE: | will read them as quickly as

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Because we are building police possible. Did all departments and agencies reporting to the
stations in Victor Harbor, Mount Barker, Gawler and Portminister meet all required budget savings targets for 2002-03
Lincoln. set for them in last year's budget?

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: | will answer that question. As

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Exactly. This is a very interest- | have said in an earlier committee as the Treasurer of South
ing point. We are acting on the advice of the police as to th@ustralia, we put down quite significant savings, reallocation

areas of most need. ) ~and efficiency requirements in agencies. We are hopeful, as
~ Mr BROKENSHIRE: So the member for Wright is pest as we can be, that those savings requirements will be
irrelevant. met. However, as | said yesterday, we will know that only in

TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: The member says that the 2003-04.

member for Wright is irrelevant; that is offensive. What this | do not want to single out this agency against others. The
government is demonstrating is that, unlike the formefexpectation is that the requirements of agencies will be met.
government, it will make decisions based on good policy, Nnoe have measures in place to monitor and track their
on political considerations. The urgent demand is in thexchievements in responding to those targets. There may be
Liberal held seat of Mount Barker; we are building them aincidences where those targets are not met but, in general, |
police station. In the Liberal held seat of the deputy leaderam confident that we will achieve a level of savings that is
we are building a police station. In the Liberal held seat ofconsistent with what we require. If we fall short of that, we
Flinders, we are building a police station. In the Liberal heldfa|l short but, at this point, | am reasonably comfortable about
seat of Light, we are building a police station. Why? Becaus@ow things are tracking.

the police advise us that they are the areas of most need. I Mr BROK ENSHIRE: How much training has been put
think that it would be wrong for government to allow political into mental health incident management in 2002-03? What
considerations to influence its decision making as it relateg intended for 2003-04? What other training are police
to these types of matters. receiving in special areas for 2003-04?

That is not to say that Golden Grove should not be TheHon. K.O. FOLEY: Thatis a good, detailed question
considered for a police station: it is simply to say that theand it will require a considered response. We will take it on
advice of the police to us is that, as a priority at this pointhotice and provide the member with an answer.

(and it may change), this is not a station that meets the test of The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |

the most urgent need for our policing. Thatis not to say tha§jeclare the examination of the votes completed.
it may not in the future—not at all. However, | would have

thought that we would be applauded for making sound policy [Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]
decisions and for not being influenced by politics.
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | have a question about a M ember ship:

constituent that | want to ask the minister. | have a constituent Ms Chapman substituted for Mr Brokenshire.
in a Housing Trust home who volunteered her home to the Mrs Geraghty substituted for Mr Koutsantonis.
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Mr Hanna substituted for Mr Snelling. that, for the purpose of the committee, some freedom will be
Mr Scalzi substituted for Dr McFetridge. allowed for television coverage by permitting a short period
of filming from the northern gallery.

| declare the proposed payments open for examination and
refer members to Appendix D, page 2, in the Budget State-
ment, and Part 4, pages 4.1t0 4.11 and 4.78 to 4.99, Volume
1 of the Portfolio Statements. Does the Attorney wish to

Courts Administration Authority, $62 789 000 make a brief statement?
] TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No, sir.
Witness: The CHAIRMAN: Does the member for Bragg wish to

The Hon. M.J. Atkinson, Attorney-General, Minister for make an opening statement?
Justice, Minister for Consumer Affairs and Minister for  MsCHAPMAN: No, sir. Following the Drugs Summit,
Multicultural Affairs. the government announced that it was committed to ongoing
funding of the Drug Court, and we applaud the continuation
of this excellent Liberal initiative. The latest report of the
Courts Administration Authority shows that in fiscal year
] ] 2001-02 there were 68 acceptances into the program and 27
His Honour Mr T. Worthington, Chief Judge, attended onpeople completed it. What is this year's funding allocation to

behalf of the Courts Administration Authority. the Drug Court, and has the court been evaluated by an
. independent person or body? What is the result of the latest
Departmental Advisers: evaluation of the Drug Court program?
Ms K. Lennon, Chief Executive, Attorney-General's TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: It is true that the Drug
Department. o Court was an initiative of the previous Liberal government,
Mr W. Cossey, State Courts Administrator, Courtsand | congratulate the previous government on that. It was a
Administration Authority. good initiative. However, it was left without funding when
Mr T. O'Rourke, Director, Corporate Services. the new government came in, and it is the new government
Mr M. Church, Manager, Financial Services. that gave it recurrent funding; otherwise it would have fallen
Mr K. Pennifold, Director, Strategic & Financial Services over. A decision had to be made, and we made the decision
Unit. to provide it with the money. The allocated funding in this
Mr R. Mathews, Acting Fund Manager, Strategic andbudget will be used to enable more effective assessment,
Financial Services Unit. processing and treatment delivery to Drug Court participants,

and also enable an increase in numbers accepted into the
The CHAIRMAN: The estimates committees are aprogram.
relatively informal procedure, and as such there is no needto The government will be introducing legislation also to put
stand to ask or answer questions. The committee wilihe diversionary courts on a proper legal basis. It may be that
determine an approximate time for consideration of proposegome of the orders that have been made in the diversionary
payments to facilitate changeover of departmental advisergourts are rather informal, so we are still working on that
I take it that has been done. Changes to committee membeegislation and hope to introduce it to parliament. | believe
ship will be notified. If the minister undertakes to supply that the Chief Judge would like to add some remarks.
information at a later date, it must be submitted to the The CHIEF JUDGE: | cannot answer directly some of
committee secretary by no later than Friday 25 July. the parts of that question but | can say that, since it began in
| will allow both the minister and the lead speaker to makeMay 2000, my information is that there have been 584
a brief opening statement if they wish. There will be areferrals to the program. The Justice Strategy Unit is
flexible approach to giving the call for asking questions,presently monitoring the pilot program. There is a manage-
based on approximately three questions per membement committee chaired by the Chief Magistrate, and the
alternating each side. Supplementary questions will be theffice of Crime Statistics is presently doing a final evaluation
exception rather than the rule. A member who is not part ofind report on the pilot project. I also understand that 17 per
the committee may, at the discretion of the chair, ask &ent of referrals have graduated, that is, have been totally
guestion. successful. On my rough calculations, that is about 100.
Questions must be based on lines of expenditure in th&here have also been withdrawals of the order of 14 per cent
budget papers and must be identifiable for reference. | do nédr various reasons, such as the charge being dropped,
ask members to read out those lines each time becauseeinployment reasons or some other mixed reasons. However,
takes up a lot of time of the committee, but, if members stray do not have information to answer what the intake is in the
from the purpose of the committee, | will bring them back topresent calendar or fiscal year.
that requirement. Members unable to complete their questions The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | can add that the funding
during the proceedings may submit them as questions as $1.465 million for this financial year, and that is split
notice for inclusion in the AssembNotice Paper. between three departments: the Courts Administration
There is no formal facility for the tabling of documents Authority gets $371 000; the Department of Correctional
before the committee, but documents can be supplied to tHgervices, $589 000; and the Department of Human Services,
chair for distribution to the committee. The incorporation ofwhich provides a number of the services needed to make
material intoHansard is permitted on the same basis asdiversion effective, receives $505 000.
applies in the house, that is, that it is purely statistical and MsCHAPMAN: The latest annual report of the Courts
limited to one page in length. All questions are to be directeddministration Authority refers to the Mental Impairment
to the minister, not to the minister's advisers. The ministeCourt. Its formal title is the Magistrates Court Diversion
may refer questions to advisers for a response. | also advigslental Impairment). The purpose of the program is to divert



18 June 2003 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 55

individuals who have impaired intellectual and mentaltoughened glass, or similar screening, to docks. One dock at
functioning away from traditional court processes. Theeach of the Holden Hill, Elizabeth and Port Adelaide courts
program applies only to certain offences and only to caselsas been updated. The Christies Beach and Adelaide Youth
where a person has pleaded guilty. Court docks were updated when the recent building works
The report notes that the CAC received a grant ofvere undertaken, and one dock in the Sir Samuel Way
$213 000 for the program in 2001, but nothing in fiscal 2002Building has been upgraded as part of the refurbishment for
It was recently reported that there was a backlog of cases the matter of the Crown versus Bunting and others trial. The
the program within the Magistrates Court. The magistrateemaining 10 criminal court docks in the Sir Samuel Way
who presides in the court, Mr Terry luliano SM, has beerBuilding are being upgraded as part of our ongoing program
quoted as saying that the staff assigned to work in th¢his financial year, and a dock at the Mount Gambier
program are unable to cope with the high number of referralsourthouse, including the addition of screening, is to be
He also said that the effectiveness of the program depends apgraded this year. | do not have the precise costs of those
early intervention and that its success has been compromisaarks, but | can provide that information separately.
by delays and understaffing. How much funding has been TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: We will take on notice any
allocated to this program in the current year and what stepgsarts of that question that we were not able to answer fully
have been taken to address the situation described by th@d obtain the details for the member.
magistrate? Has the program been evaluated, by whom and \jr HANNA: | have a question for the Chief Judge, and
with what result? _ it relates to the civil jurisdiction (the reference is Budget
With reference to page 4.96 in the budget papers, ‘Appaper 4, Volume 1, Sub-program 1.3, page 4.84). My
proved funding for extension of mental impairment program’,question relates to the resolution of disputes in the District
where is the extension to occur and how much funding is t@ourt concerning the property affairs of de facto couples. |
be provided for that extension? _ wish to know the extent to which the court’s resources are
TheHon. M.J. ATKI NS(_)N: Th|s year, $5'15 000 will gevoted to those types of matters—in other words, where a
be allocated to the mental impairment diversion courts, anghan and woman who have been living as a married couple
there will be an extra $350 000 to roll out the program topaye a dispute and have fallen out and, thus, seek an equitable
regional areas. Regarding the question of evaluation, thet§operty distribution. | am not sure whether statistics are
was a three-year evaluation of the Magistrates Court diveryyajlabie, but can the Chief Judge advise how many of those
sion program, and the preliminary results are that there is ggses might be seen, for example, per year and what resources
reduction in the level, frequency and seriousness of offendingre available to meet that particular demand?

for those who successfully complete the program. That +haHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am happy to refer that
information was provided to the opposition last month. 1. ,astion to .the.CShiefJudge '
should add that there has been a 40 per cent increase in tﬂeThe CHIEE JUDGE: | cellnnot give statistics. | am not

referral rate to the program. So, clearly, the people for who ure if any have been kept, but | would be very happy to

:: Is intended regard it as beneficial, and apply to be part 0inquire about that, if that would be helpful. It is fair to say

that, over the last three years, it has been noticeable that there
have been more of those types of cases—that is, the de facto
property disputes—than there were previously. To what

of the Justice Department. - AR o
) , ; extent that is due to the federal jurisdiction position | am not
MsCHAPMAN: In last year's estimates (1 August 2002, sure. As | understand it, there has been a reference back to the

page 146), the Atiomey-General reported that X-ray scannin deral jurisdiction. | am not sure whether or not it has been

equipment had been installed at the Elizabeth Magistrate oo .
Y ; cepted (my understanding is that it had been) that these
Court and the Christies Beach Magistrates Court and that Pq atters be dealt with in the Family Court. What effect that

Adela|de and Holden Hill have been |Qent|f|ed as the NEXLiill have on the number of cases that come to the District
sites. The Attorney-General has also said that criminal dOCkéourt | obviously cannot sa

in metropolitan courts would be upgraded by the installation y Y- . -
of toughened glass, or similar screening. Has the court As _far as resources are concerned, like any other civil
scanning equipment been installed at Port Adelaide ang® e )
Holden Hill? Is it to be installed elsewhere? Have all theC@n be allocated for any civil case, be that a registrar atone
docks in metropolitan courts been modified? Has there beéﬁve:a%mastzr or, ultimately, if the matter goes to trial, it
any assessment of the effectiveness of security in the court§®4!ct b€ a Judge- ,

And, specifically on funding, how much was spent in the M HANNA: Can the Chief Judge also comment on the
2002-03 financial year on court security, and how much i€Xtent to which similar types of cases are brought by same

Ms CHAPMAN: Who is undertaking the evaluation?
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Justice Strategy Unit

proposed to be spent in 2003-04? sex couples for resolution of property disputes?
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: I think Bill Cossey will be The CHIEF JUDGE: | am unable to answer that
able to answer the member’s question. question.

Mr COSSEY: In respect of the additional magistrates Mr HANNA: For my third question | need to provide a
courts requiring the installation of X-ray scanning equipmentlittle background. | wrote to the Attorney-General in July last
they have not yet been done, because minor works angear about the procedures governing the resolution of de facto
required to the foyers to enable equipment to be installedoroperty disputes. The particular concerns that | raised related
However, at those courts there are normal devices faio the confidentiality of the proceedings and also the oppor-
scanning of individuals using hand-held wands. The securitjunities for mediation of the dispute. These are, obviously,
has been upgraded at those courts, but not to the point ééatures of the Family Court proceedings that would apply to
introducing the full X-ray scanning equipment. married couples. In November, the Attorney-General wrote

In respect of the upgrading of criminal courts to make theback and, so as not to quote out of context, | will read out
docks more secure, there has been a program of addinlgree paragraphs of that letter:



56 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 18 June 2003

Although these types of matters are difficult and demanding, botisome cost, but the court is not in a position to provide funded
the ChiechUStice andthe ChiechUdge dIOUbt thatbitwould b? Dr?SSibll‘?]ediation. We can provide facilities for it. If more informa-
to copy the arrangements in the Family Court because of the very - i ; .
different legislative basis applying to that court. ﬂ,(.)l? is needed albout tfra_t, V\ath your permission, Mrr] Attorney,

Cited in particular was the legislative basis of the Family Court,BI Cossey could explain that. However, a Su't? that we can
which enables confidentiality and restricts publication. The majorituS€ has been taken near the court, the idea being that matters
of court proceedings in the District and Supreme courts in Soutisuitable to mediation can be referred by consent or, as there
Australia are open to the public. Another factor which must be takefis now power under the District Court Act and the Supreme

into account is that it would not be possible for judges of our cour : ‘ot
to mediate on such matters. The Family Court is a SpeciansfpourtAct, compulsorily to mediation. | am not sure whether

jurisdiction and its justices preside only on family law matters.that covers the question sufficiently.
Supreme Court justices and District Court judges are required to  Mr HANNA: That is helpful, thank you.
ﬂ_elir?e(alte og both Icrir(’rjﬂnal and civil matters. Such judges have a My SCALZI: In May 2002 the Courts Administration
igh trial and case load. ; : : ; ;

| can advise that an attempt was made last year by the Distri Authorlty publlshed an internal review of the Jury system.
Court to discuss possible changes to current procedures withne® review, which was conducted by the Sheriff, recom-
interested members of the legal profession but it proved impossibliended increasing the travelling allowance to jurors from
to convene the required meeting and it seemed that the lawyers [080¢ per kilometre to 50¢ per kilometre, and also increasing

some interest in pursuing changes. The Chief Judge is not convincge maximum level of reimbursement for jurors’ loss of wage
that the types of changes that the legal profession seemed to hav

mind would have worked and it is his view that these matters Woulfﬂ%,m $80 to $180 per day. The amount that jurors can be
best be handled by the Family Court, whose structure and legislatik¢imbursed for the cost of travel to and from court was set at
basis are better able to meet the family law jurisdiction. 20¢ per kilometre in 1988. It has not been increased since
Of course, | do not seek the view of the Chief Judge inthen. These days the genefally accepted rate for rglmburse-
relation to policy matters, but | would ask the Chief JudgeMent is between 48¢ per kilometre for a small vehicle and
whether he cares to revise any of the views attributed to him9¢ for a larger vehicle. )

in that letter and to elucidate on any practicalities or questions Many jurors, especially those who are called to serve in
of resources which might prevent reforms of the kind |either Mount Gambier or Port Augusta, have to travel many

mentioned being introduced into the court. kilometres each day. Car parking is an issue for jurors in
The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | ask the Chief Judge to Adelaide. They must pay for their own. The Courts Adminis-
respond to that question. tration Authority report in 2002 said that a budget bid was

The CHIEF JUDGE: If | have properly understood the being made for additional funds. However, new regulations
question, | think | could take it in two parts: first, the were made in August 2002 with no increase being allowed

problems that existed with regard to confidentiality, Whichfor transport reimbursement. Does the Attorney-GeneraI
were a concern, | know, on a very wide basis, have beefidree that citizens who undertake jury service should not be
addressed by the recent amendments in this parliament to tRAL of pocket for fulfilling their civic duty

Evidence Act. | am not sure whether they have been pro- \Was the budget bid made this year for funding the
claimed but they have certainly, I think, been passed. recommendations of the Courts Administration Authority for

Mr HANNA: Thev have been introduced. | believe butincreasing the travelling allowance for jurors? Thirdly, would
not debated ye'.[ y ’ ' “"the Attorney-General explain why the recommendations of

the Sheriff were not accepted by the government?

The CHIEF JUDGE: | see. | was not aware of that. They The HlonWM J ATKINgON' ')Il'hat g ; most pertinent
are here, anyway. Those proposed amendments to tQfﬁestion. I do think that the allowances offered for jurors is
Evidence Act closely mirror the legislative basis that thea meagre sum:; it is a mean offering. A bid was made during
Family Court has got for con_flden'_ua_hty, and th‘fﬂ W.O.U|d very year of the previous governrﬁent and was refused on
address the issues about confidentiality and the inability o very occasion. There was no bid for this financial year. A
the courts here to QO anything about it under the existing |y Siantial increase was made for jurors in long trials, such
section 69 of the Evidence Act. As the honourable membe s the ‘bodies in the barrel’ murder case. | am hoping there
would be aware, it is very limited in those areas. When an ;

h T = X ill be a bid for next financial year. That process will
if that Ieglslatlop IS pgssed that V.V'” addres; that pro'?'em- commence in November. | agree with the honourable member
The second issue is the question of mediation. | think th

. ! at the daily allowance and the travelling allowance is
is the other part of the question. What facilities have we got inadequate.

The information that was referred to earlier is correct: that the
amount of time judicial officers would have for conducting M ember ship:
mediations, certainly on any regular basis, just would not \, Snelling substituted for Mr Hanna.
exist because the judges are fully occupied doing the other

Work, both criminal and civil. What we did haVe, though, and Mr SCALZI: In the latest annual report for the Courts

going for some three years or so, was a pilot program fopdministration Authority for the year 2001-02, which was
mediation where we were using retired judicial officers. Thewtapled in parliament on 5 June 2002, the Chief Justice, as
would accept referrals for mediation. That pilot programchairman of the State Courts Administration Council,
came to an end alittle over 12 months ago. The Chief Justicgferred to the condition of the Supreme Court buildings. The
and |, in conjunction with a working group from both the Law chjef Justice said:

Society and the Institute of Arbitrators, have been putting The Supreme Court building in Adelaide and associated buildings

together a scheme which is not quite yet in operation bufe well below the standards that the public and our staff are entitled
which should be very soon. to expect. In the coming year the authority will ask the Executive
It is envisaged using private mediators who would be or@Ongmﬂ.‘t to sfut%pofr_ta major rebb_Ulll(dtl)nglgrOQEam that V‘l"”&”C'Ude
: : : -~ the demolition of the five-storey brick building (commonly known
alist recommendpd by thg pre.SIdents, chairmen and Cha'rpéfs the Library Building) at the rear of the original Supreme Court
sons of the various bodies involved, and they would beyuilding. As’I have said repeatedly, the existing facilities are

acceptable to the Chief Justice and me. That would involvéhnadequate and not appropriate to the position of the court. The
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council is reluctant to spend money improving the existing Supreme MrsREDMOND: No, | would expect you to get official
Court building unless it knows that expenditure will be justified figures from somewnhere.
having regard to the long-term use of buidings. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Well, | obtain those also.
My question is: did the Courts Administration Authority seek  The CHAIRMAN: Attorney, this is a large question. We
funding for the rebuilding programs referred to by the Chiefy, not seem to hear a lot about significant attempts to reform
Justice? If so, what decision did the government make iR court system as a whole. | know it is bound in tradition
relation to this matter? When does the Courts Administrationy 4 we do not want to diminish principles of justice and so
Authority expect to receive funding for this project? on, but it is a very expensive system, bureaucratic and time-
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | cannot walk across consuming. In your role as Attorney do you see yourself as
Victoria Square without being importuned about this matterg reformer who might look at some innovative ways to bring
The refurbishment of the Supreme Court complex has beeghqt significant change? Is there scope for change in the way
one of the Courts Administration Authority’s highest o courts are presently arranged? Are there some new ways
priorities for years. The work completed within the initial ;, \which we can have a less bureaucratic. less time-
project cost estimate addressed the complex’s fire angynsuming, less expensive system of justice for certain

mechanical se(vices, becauge they were placing the OCCUP&spects of the law, or are we just going to keep on doing the
tional safety of judges, authority employees, and members Qf5 e oId thing in the same old way?

the legal profession and the public at risk. In addition to the TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | always enjoy your

finalised fire and mechanical issues, there are outstandi . ; : .
: ! o Eﬁjestlons: they are just like your letters. They are the bi
staff occupational health, safety and welfare and bu'ld'ngquestions, ask):ad quccinctIy. )Il am in favour ofy incrementagll

infrastructure matters that are severely affecting staff We”'change to the legal system, but | think we are blessed by our

bem? aé‘d the Fﬁ'c'?r}ﬁy of tr;etad{jmnls_tratwe function of theEritish inheritance of the rule of law and the courts system
court. Examplés ot the outstanding ISSUES are: Improveg,y | am not g revolutionary in that respect. | have not yet

sanitary conditions in the' lavatories; upgrading of Work'read Evan Whitton’s book denouncing the entire British legal
stations to meet occupational health, safety and welfargystem

standards; and amalgamation of the civil and probate . . N
registries to improve client service deliveries. The identifie th-im(e_CHAl RMAN: | am certainly not denouncing it but

changes are necessary and will allow staff to be mor ) .
appropriately catered for until such time as decisions are . 1 "€Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: But we are doing useful

made with regard to a public private partnership projecfnings in technology, in review of processes, in alternative
and/or a capital works program for the Supreme Court.  Strategies such as the diversion courts—the Drug Court, the

Mr SCALZI: During the current year, Justice Williams Mental Impairment Court, the Nunga Court and domestic

has retired from the Supreme Court and has been replaced }g%alenc_e programs—so | th'nk It C(.)u'd be argued that South
Justice Sulan. Sadly, Justice Wicks, who had to retire oA'UStralia leads the nation in sensible reform.
account of ill health, has not been replaced. For a number of The CHAIRMAN: | think Don Dunstan would be pleased
months during the year Justice Prior was engaged in dutidswe engaged in some reform.
as Chair of the Electoral Boundaries Commission. Lastweek MrsREDMOND: Following on from the question from
Justice Bruce Lander was appointed to the Federal Court #f¢ Chairman, | notice on page 4.86 of Budget Paper 4,
Australia. The last annual report of the Courts Administrationvolume 1, that program two sets out some details about
Authority does not suggest that the work load in the Supremalternative dispute resolution services and, in particular,
Court is increasing. Is it intended to appoint a new Supremghows a slight increase in the number of referrals to family
Court judge and, if so, when is the appointment likely to beconference from, under the previous government, 1 404 to a
made? target for the next year of 1 655. But | am puzzled as to why,
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Judge Sulan replaced in the description of the program above, it includes family
Justice Wicks; Justice Williams was not replaced, which wagonferencing, family care meetings and mediation and
a budget decision; and | am yet to commence consultatiorftegotiation services but the only thing detailed under the
to replace Justice Lander. | will be commencing consultation§uantity and quality provisions is family conferences. So, the
when the Chief Justice returns from Ireland and an appoinfirst part of my question is: are those other services (family
ment would be desirable by the middle of July, but we maycare, mediation and negotiation) still being provided, and
not meet that timetable. So, | think it is important that youwhat are the figures relating to them?
have clear in your mind who replaced whom. It was Justice TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Bill Cossey from the Courts
Williams who was not replaced, and that was a budgefAdministration Authority will field that question.
decision which was announced at this time last year. | cannot Mr COSSEY: The reason that we have only reported on
imagine that the Supreme Court is happy about that, but it ifamily conference meetings is that they are the majority of the
a decision we took and legal practitioners can inform us howearings that are held, and there is no reason we could not
the Supreme Court lists are going. produce the figures for the others. | am aware that we hold
MrsREDMOND: Do you rely on legal practitioners to about 350 family care meetings for care and protection
inform you how the Supreme Court lists are going, as youmatters in the Youth Court each year. | do not have figures
just stated? for the mediation services. These are largely services
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Principally, | rely on the provided in the Magistrates Court as a result of people
advice from the Chief Justice, the Chief Judge and the Courisitiating proceedings and being given the opportunity to
Administration Authority, but | also like to have close contactundergo some voluntary mediation. That service has really
with legal practitioners. | like to walk up and down the Arab been pushed only in the last couple of years. The numbers are
street (Gouger Street) and receive reports about how mattersreasing, but they are not anywhere near the size of the
are going in the courts. Isn’'t that what the member fomumbers of family conferences. | am happy to provide a
Heysen would expect me to do? separate figure on the number of mediations that have been
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conducted in the Magistrates Court, which would compris&know the Attorney accesses frequently and uses on various
the majority of the rest of those. radio programs to explain—

MrsREDMOND: | would be interested to know whatthe ~ TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Paraphrases on talkback
increase has been, from some sort of baseline, and wheadio. | hope the member has no difficulty with my para-
percentage of cases are actually resolved in that way. Ongdrases.
they have been initiated, what percentage are actually MrsREDMOND: Absolutely not; | applaud the Attorney
resolved that way? for doing that. In the latest Courts Administration Authority

Mr COSSEY: We would be happy to provide that annual report it was noted that the possibility of placing all
information. | certainly have not included in this the activitiesjudgments online was being explored. The same report also
of the normal civil jurisdictions in all courts where judicial Notes that the authority engaged a consultant to conduct a
officers and court staff engage in a process that attempts fblic relations and resource review (at a very modest cost,
achieve resolution without them going to trial. | do not think | Might add, of $21 000). Has the Courts Administration
that is intended to be covered by that sub-program. Authority reached a decision about placing all judgments on

MrsREDMOND: | would appreciate those figures. What line, and what resources, within the authority, are devoted to
measures, if any, does the Courts Administration AuthoriPUPlic relations, and do they have any plans to expand the

- : blic relations aspect?
propose putting into place to monitor the recently announce8" ) —
rehabilitation program for sex offenders? The question is TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am an enthusiastic reader

prompted by a statement made by the Premier on 29 May, judgmen.ts of the Supreme Court, but | cannot imagine that
follows: there is going to be a wide demand for them. Nevertheless,

. ~ | will ask Chief Judge Worthington whether he would care
My message to the judges, the lawyers, the Parole Board is: W) comment.

have given you the resources for your rehabilitation program, now . L
prove to me and to the community that those rehabilitation programs 1 he CHIEF JUDGE: The present position is that the
work. . . sentencing remarks, as the member has mentioned, have been

I know that the Attorney-General has placed on the recor nline now for a little over 12 months. At the present time,

under questioning from me, his view that these rehabilitatio he judges of both the Supreme Court and the District Court

programs do not work. However, | am interested in how theé're Iookmg at the question of putting all judgments online.
Courts Administration Authority is going to put it into place, A f':rzl ?ﬁecImgggh?r?enOiggg?ﬁgpvggglghggé\t/);itlézlsef\?vritﬁisn Iﬂa}tgn
and also whether the Premier conveyed his so-called messa@/g ¢ ’ ry
to the judges in any way other than by the media. ste
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No, | do not think that the
Premier conveyed his message to the judges, other th
through the columns of thustralian. My view is that it was
perhaps an unfortunate remark for the Premier to make,
because | do not believe that the judges have to establism;‘
anything. It would be fair to say, though, that the Premier’s
remark was a response to remarks made by Justice Nylangd
when sentencing a sex offender a week or two before th rthcoming, hopefully, for a replacement structure, has

budget. My recollection is that Justice Nyland refused Q. qiqeration been given to the functionality and effective-
exercise a particular authority, or declined to make a decisiorn,o s of the Magistrates Court complex? As | understand it,

until she had more information about rehabilitation programsyare has been some perceived difficulties with the space
in prisons. It was that that prompted the Premier’s remarksava”ame in courtrooms and things such as this?

However, any evaluation of the sex offender treatment  an honourable member interjecting;
programs now funded by the government will be done \jr RAU: Yes, well, I'm trying to be as neutral as | can
between the Department for Correctional Services and thgnoyt it. Have any lessons been learned, through the process
Justice Strategy Unit, both of which, of course, are within theyf the construction of the Magistrates Court buildings and the
broader Justice Department. feedback about the way in which that has operated, and will

| stand by the answer | gave in question time to thethose factors be fed into any planning that might go into the
member. An academic study was done in Western Australigitimate construction of new buildings in the Supreme Court
by, I think, Professor Greenberg, which indicates that thesgrecinct?
sex offender treatment programs do not represent value for TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Courts Administrator,
money. Nevertheless, the government has responded to tB@l Cossey, will comment but, first, | have heard that the
member for Heysen's call, and the call of others, to fund suclusiest courts are held in the smallest courtrooms and that the
a program. We have done it, and we can hardly be criticisefhrger ones are not so busy, and so there is a problem with the
if we express in the house our reservations about whether afllocation of courtrooms. That has come to me. | will take it
not they would be effective. There will be a strong emphasi@p with the Chief Magistrate; but | will ask Mr Cossey to
on accountability and the quality in evaluation of thecomment meanwhile.
programs. | would hope that the member for Heysenis notso Mr COSSEY: In terms of the general principle, we try to
blinded by her enthusiasm for these programs that she wouldarn from each of the constructions what does and does not
not expect a rigorous evaluation. work. With the redevelopment of the Supreme Court, the

MrsREDMOND: | would expect and applaud a rigorous thinking we are applying at the moment is probably less
evaluation, Attorney. The opposition, like the Attorney, | amattuned to what might be happening in the Magistrates Court
sure, applauds the work done by the Courts Administratiomecause the Magistrates Court has to deal with high volumes
Authority to increase public awareness of the judicial systempf people, whereas the Supreme Court tends to deal with
in particular, the sentencing and remarks online, which much lower volumes. | am not sure we would find ourselves

Mr RAU: Attorney, some mention has already been made
about the library complex in the Supreme Court precinct and
e inadequacy of that structure for future needs, despite the
reat year of its initial construction—

TheHon. M .J. ATKINSON: | thought that the member

d made earlier comments as to its heritage value.

Mr RAU: Yes; but even Harry Seidler’s buildings are
metimes not well regarded. In any plans that might be
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in the same position. One of the considerations we will havéeen given bail and have breached bail conditions, so there
in the redevelopment of the Supreme Court is that mediatiois not much alternative in those situations than for those
facilities are clearly being sought—either mediation that ipeople to be placed into custody. There are also plans, as part
being handled externally or through the sorts of conferencingf this year’s budget, to introduce a comprehensive range of
processes in which judicial officers and staffing engage. Theideoconferencing facilities in the metropolitan Magistrates
Supreme Court as it is, with both the old heritage buildingCourts and in the prisons so that there can be direct communi-
and the library building has precious few resources for thatcations between prisons and the courts and the holding of
Much of the thinking going into the Supreme Court is basednore easily organised hearings that would enable people who
around that. have legitimate claims for bail to be heard quickly and their
Mr RAU: By way of supplementary question, would you matters to be resolved more speedily in respect of bail, which
also take into account the feedback received on the architewre hope will have a two-fold effect: first, to reduce the
tural merit of the Magistrates Court building when puttingnumber of adjournments in the Magistrates Court; and,
together a proposal for the Supreme Court, because | am swsecondly, for those people who are legitimately able to obtain
you will receive almost a unanimous voice in relation to thatail to be able to have that matter heard more quickly, so the
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: This was a question | asked time they would spend in custody would be reduced.
the then Hon. Trevor Griffin before | was a minister, and | MsCHAPMAN: The question of videoconferencing was
believe the Magistrates Court exterior received an architecturaised. Is it proposed that the court will convene in the normal
al brickbat, but I am not sure from which organisation. manner and only the prisoner videoconferenced, or will his
MsCHAPMAN: It received high architectural honours or her counsel be present at the prison?
also. Mr COSSEY: The plans are still being developed, but |
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Bragg says understand that the counsel will not be with the prisoner in
that the Magistrates Court received high architectural honourgrison but in the courtroom, and that the set-up of the
as well. We will take these matters into consideration in thevideoconferencing suite in the prison will be such that the
very important project that faces us. court will be able to see the entire domain within which the
The CHAIRMAN: What is the situation in regard to the prisoner is seated so that there cannot be any suggestion of
numbers of prisoners in the remand centre? There has beeaercion and, equally, the prisoner will be able to see all the
comment over time about accommodation problems and thgroceedings going on in the courtroom. The expectation is
length of time people are kept there. that mostly the counsel will be operating from the court rather
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: That will be a matter for than from the location of the prisoner.
corrections, and minister Roberts will be on tomorrov MsCHAPMAN: | am pleased to hear that, but | throw in
evening. for the purposes of consideration the importance of the
The CHAIRMAN: Surely the processing relates to the prisoner’s being able to confer with counsel. If it is an option
courts system. They are not there because the Minister foather than a requirement that could be helpful.
Corrections wants them to be there. Mr COSSEY: Itis certainly the case that we are looking
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: That may be so. Obviously, at providing facilities for counsel to have videoconferences
the Adelaide Remand Centre is full and there is a spillovewith their clients in advance of the hearings.
of remand prisoners to the Yatala Labor prison, which is Mr RAU: My question is about unrepresented individuals,

undesirable. particularly those appearing in the High Court, the District
The CHAIRMAN: Which is because the courts are not Court and the Supreme Court. Is the Attorney able to advise
able to deal with cases. the committee whether, over recent times, there has been any

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No, it is because South noticeable trend in relation to the numbers or the types of
Australia has the highest remand in custody rate of any statmases in which unrepresented individuals are appearing before
in Australia. Only the Northern Territory has a higher remandhe courts? Does this present problems for the administration
in custody rate. It is true that many prisoners remanded ior the functioning of the courts with which they are finding
custody are not subsequently sentenced to a term of imprisoit-difficult to deal? Are there any plans or suggestions as to
ment. The government is concerned about the high rate dfow the problems, if they do exist, in some way might be
remand in custody. Obviously, it carries with it a cost andameliorated?
means that some remand prisoners are being put into the sameThe Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Chief Judge will field
prison as prisoners that have been convicted, which we regatidat question.
as undesirable on principle. However, if we were to lower our The CHIEF JUDGE: | cannot say that there is a notice-
remand in custody rates, that is, grant more bail, that wouldble trend, but there is always (and remains) a percentage of
carry with it a different risk, namely, reoffending against theunrepresented litigants, both in the civil and in the criminal
public. We have seen a spectacular example of that with risdictions. Yes, it can (but it does not have to) present a
young man on bail on a murder charge killing a women in goroblem for the administration of justice. Firstly, as the
cause death by dangerous driving case. member is well aware, certain legal requirements are put

In August a pilot program will commence, initiated by the upon a judge in, say, a criminal trial to ensure, of course, the
Legal Services Commission working in cooperation with thefair hearing for an accused. However, at the same time, the
courts, to try to get legal advice immediately to people whgudge is constrained by not being properly instructed as to
might wish to apply for bail to advise them of their rights to what issues need to be raised to assist the accused. In the
see if the remand in custody rates can be reduced marginalprocess of conducting a fair trial, the judge must ensure that
by that device. Mr Cossey will add to my answer on howhe does not cross the line and become helpful, as it were, in
better videoconferencing might assist reduce remand ithe sense of being an advocate.
custody rates. So, the difficulties are obvious if, particularly in the more

Mr COSSEY: There are a couple of aspects to theserious matters, ajudge is called upon to conduct a trial with
question. A number of people on remand in custody haver without a jury. If it is a trial by judge alone, the problem
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can be even more acute, because the judge is the ultimatéhen will they be appointed? Have any of the magistrates
finder of fact, whereas in a jury trial the judge directs the juryappointed since the estimates committee hearings given an
on the law, but it is the jury’s domain on the questions of factundertaking that they will reside in the regional centre, if so
The other problem that it causes is delay, or an extensiodirected? Has any undertaking been sought from any of the
of time for the trial. | cannot give you anything other than new magistrates?
anecdotal evidence and, to some extent, | rely on my own TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Magistrate Field started
experience of unrepresented litigants appearing before mduty as the resident magistrate at Port Augusta on 30
especially in the criminal court. However, | think it is fair to September last year as a pilot. It was intended to run until the
say that, in the interests of fairness to the accused, becaused of the current calendar year. The country court circuits
of procedural matters (particularly in pre-trial examinations managed from Port Augusta include Coober Pedy, Oodna-
the voir dires), the court has to stand down for a time to givelatta, Roxby Downs, Leigh Creek and Peterborough.
the accused the opportunity to collect his or her thoughts, dvir Field is residing in a house that was secured by the Courts
even to seek some assistance on the point they are trying &glministration Authority, in cooperation with the Office of
argue, which may have a bearing on the ultimate conduct déovernment Employee Housing.
the trial before the jury. So, delays are an issue. The Chief Magistrate is in the process of interviewing
Similarly, often matters are canvassed in the course of mterested parties to obtain comments about the present
trial that do not need to be canvassed, because they are rastangements, and he will report to me on the progress of the
perhaps as relevant as the person may think. The reality lot. My understanding is that it has been an unqualified
that they do not have the overview of the issues and theuccess. It meets with the approval of the Mayor of Port
ability to stand back from it because, of course, they are venpugusta (and that is pretty hard to achieve). My party
enmeshed in it themselves. Apart from the court or judiciapromised this resident magistracy from 1994 onwards. The
officers doing their best to ensure a fair trial and a fairmember will recall that it was an initiative of the previous
hearing within the rules (in other words, not going too far),Liberal government to abolish resident magistrates in the
it is very difficult to know what the courts can do in that South Australian countryside. When we advertise vacancies
regard. At the moment, we are working on our web site andor magistrates, we include in the advertisement a warning,
improving the amount of information available to people whol suppose, that, in the selection process, we will ask for an
may elect or be forced to appear unrepresented so that thepdertaking whether the candidate for the magistracy is
have a better idea of how to go about things. willing to serve outside metropolitan Adelaide, and that
However, as may be appreciated, a trial is a live animalyndertaking is sought from those we interview for magis-
and no-one can predict what will happen from one stage ttrates’ positions.
the next. Quite how you load someone up with all the The first selection process after the undertaking was
necessary information beforehand so that, once they have ssiught attracted far fewer applicants than previous advertise-
off, they can keep going in that direction, | do not know. If ments. However, the most recent one has attracted the usual
anyone cares to look at the web site, it can be seen that somamber of applicants. The government is keen to have
information is already available. However, we think that weanother magistrate in Port Augusta if the report on the pilot
can improve on that. is good, and we are interested in having a resident magistrate
For example, at the last District Court Judges’ Conferencén Mount Gambier. My understanding is that there is no
at the beginning of April this year (and they are held annualshortage of volunteers to go to Mount Gambier.
ly), this matter was addressed at some length. Some plans of Ms CHAPMAN: Unless they are a surgeon.
action were put into play to work on the web site so thatthat TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes. Indeed, as the member
information is more readily available. for Bragg knows, the government holds community cabinets
Mr RAU: The answer may only be anecdotal, but does thén the suburbs and country towns of South Australia, and at
Chief Judge have any sense as to the split between the sedfrecent community cabinet one of my appointments was one
represented individual who is electively in that category anaf the local people, a magistrate who is very keen to go to
the self-represented individual who is by dint of circumstancéMount Gambier. There is much enthusiasm. Indeed, there

in that category? will probably be difficulty getting them back from Mount
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | will ask the Chief Judge Gambier once they go. I think there will also be volunteers
if he would care to guess the proportion. to go to Port Augusta. We are well satisfied with carrying out

The CHIEF JUDGE: Thank you, Mr Attorney; | willnot  that part of our election program.
guess. No, | do not know, and | am not quite sure who might MsCHAPMAN: As a supplementary question, is it the
know the answer. minister's understanding that Mr Field is residing in Port
Mr RAU: Statistics are not kept on that issue? Augusta, not just using the house like politicians do when
The CHIEF JUDGE: We have no way of knowing. they go to Canberra, for example?
Perhaps the people who might know are those in the Legal TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes, | am quite confident
Services Commission, or they may have some idea, based dmat Mr Field and his wife are residing permanently in Port
refusal rates. However, it is not an appropriate matter for thédugusta, and thoroughly enjoying living there. | know that
judge to canvass as to the circumstances of someone’s beittge member for Bragg had some anxieties about this in the
unrepresented. It might transgress other rules. | am sorry;last estimates committee and suggested that a resident
cannot assist with that matter. magistrate at Port Augusta might return to Adelaide on
MsCHAPMAN: Last year, the Attorney-General weekends, and she wanted me to rule that out.
reported that Magistrate Fred Field was to be stationed at Port Ms CHAPMAN: The Courts Administration Authority
Augusta. The appointment was a 12-month pilot. From mytargets for 2003-04, page 4.79, list as a target ‘Undertake
recollection of last year’s questions, the magistrate was to baesign brief for revised location of the Port Augusta courts
provided with a house. Does the government intend t@omplex development’. Last year’'s budget stated that this
appoint other magistrates to any other regional centres? If sproject was due for completion in June 2004. This year,
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Budget Paper 5, page 16, shows that this project is stil TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The current Chief Magi-
budgeted to cost $7.4 million but is due for completion instrate has ensured that the great majority of magistrates are
July 2005. What is the reason for this delay and whatwvailable to hear applications by telephone after hours, and
assurance is there that a new design brief will not result ithat occurs with bail, and it used to occur with forensic
higher project costs? procedures, but, as members know, we have changed the law
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am glad that the member on DNA sampling so that the senior police officer in a station
for Bragg has asked that question. The original proposal wagan take a sample without resort to a magistrate. Fines
to build a much needed new court on the same block in towgnforcement is also different today, and many fines can be
as the existing Magistrates Court and District/Supreme Coufiaid electronically or by means other than payment into the
building, the other court building. Members of the local court registry, so perhaps the need to have the courts open for
community, including businesses, the council and a locathat purpose is no longer compelling. The Chief Judge would
solicitor, complained to me that the location of the new courtike to add something.
on that site was not in the best interests of the town. We The CHIEF JUDGE: | can also add briefly that, with
listened to what they had to say. After considering it, werespect to the Supreme Court and the District Court, of
canvassed other sites in the town and eventually a differeigourse, if a matter is urgent it will be heard by a judge out of
site was chosen. hours, or over the Christmas break, or whatever. A very
Land has been obtained and this will change the projec¢ommon example of that would be an urgent injunction. To
and, of course, it has delayed it, but | am sure that the delaat extent, courts sit on an as needs basis.
is worth it so far as the people of Port Augusta are concerned. The CHAIRMAN: | was thinking more of a routine thing
They would like the court to be a little further out of town and rather than an exceptional case.
not right in the middle of the town centre. The Aboriginal  The CHIEF JUDGE: No.
community also advised us that they supported that initiative The CHAIRMAN: But | take your point.
because many of the accused in matters before the Magi- Mrs REDMOND: | just want to put one question on the
strates Court sitting at Port Augusta are Aboriginal peoplefecord—and | do not necessarily expect to receive an answer
and they did not want accused from their people to beight now. | note that, on page 4.79, in the targets for
gathering outside a court in the middle of the town. They2003-04, the second last item is ‘Implement improved
preferred also that the court be a little way away from theprocedures for enforcement of civil judgments’, which |
town centre, so we have complied with their wishes. As to th¢ommend, but | would like to know exactly what that
technical matters, | will ask Mr Cossey to respond. involves—what those improved procedures for enforcement
Mr COSSEY: We are in the process of doing the design.of civil judgments might be. | was puzzled, when | reached
On the original site, because the ground area was limited, weage 4.88, under Sub-program 3.2, to see that, whereas under
were going to have to build a multistorey building, probablythe last Liberal budget the management of the finalisation of
three to 3%z floors. The site that has now been agreed is mu@gnalties imposed in the civil jurisdiction of the courts had
bigger, and we expect that we will be able to produce deen $229 000, itis shown as the target for next year at minus
building that is either single storey or 1% storeys. At this$30 000. I am puzzled as to what that figure means and how
stage we have not been able to make an assessment of wHatomes about, and how that fits in with any program to

that will do in terms of the change to the price, but that willimprove the enforcement of civil judgments. | am happy to
be evaluated as soon as the design briefs are known. take that question on notice. | realise that we are out of time.

Obviously there are offsets. A three or four-storey 1heHoNn.M.J. ATKINSON: We will take the question

building would need several lifts at considerable expense. fpn notice and provide the information. ,
we are able to do it on a full ground floor site, we will not 1 1€ CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |
have those, but there may be some other costs. At this stagiéclare the examination of the votes completed.
the only estimate we have is the original estimate, and that
will be examined when the design briefs are completed.
TheCHAIRMAN: Do any of the courts operate at night
and on Saturday and, if not, why not?
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The answer to that is no,
and the Chief Executive of my department will answer the Departmental Advisers:
second question that she has answered in her glittering career. \jr s Tully, Electoral Commissioner
MsLENNON: In the 1970s, the Magistrates Court piloted  Mr D. Gully, Deputy Electoral Commissioner
night courts and courts on Saturday morning, and they did
that for several years. In the end, it was decided not to The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments open
continue because people did not attend. There were variofisr examination and refer members to Appendix D, page 2,
reasons. In winter, the attendance dropped off quite spectacin-the Budget Statement, and Part 4, pages 4.1to 4.11 and 4.1
larly. In the areas that were piloted, such as Elizabeth antb 4.113, Volume 1, Portfolio Statements. Does the minister
Holden Hill, people did not feel safe going out in the eveningwish to make an opening statement?
and the television programs and series at the time dictated The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | do not have an opening
whether people attended. Also, if the football was on, thastatement.
was another reason why people did not go. So, the weather Mr RAU: What are the benefits to South Australia of the
and television killed it. It struggled valiantly for a number of State Electoral Office being considered as part of the justice
years and then in the end it was too costly and people wergortfolio?
not using it. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The State Electoral Office
TheCHAIRMAN: Itis a sad indictment if people feel it is South Australia’s electoral authority responsible for
is unsafe to go to a court at night. conducting state, local government and non-government

State Electoral Office, $2 065 000
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elections and for providing electoral research and some publmourse, we would need to do some special modifications to
education. The State Electoral Office was created in Septentake into account fairness criteria and some other special
ber 1993 amid some controversy that its relationship to theonsiderations that we have; but | am confident that we will
then proposed Department of Justice compromised thiee able to come to an arrangement about that. So, in real
Electoral Commissioner’s independence. The governmenérms, around half a million dollars is what the redistribution
declared that the Commissioner’s independence was not has cost. For this most recent redistribution we did have some
risk. | realise that the state Electoral Commissioner wouldiming difficulties with the census data becoming available.
prefer the State Electoral Office to negotiate its budget We wanted the most current census data to be at our
directly with the Treasury. However, | have every confidencdingertips so that we could use those projections for the next
in the abilities of the state Electoral Commissioner toelection period in 2006. That caused a slight delay in the
continue and, if necessary, to highlight and then resolve angeliberations; but those delays, | think, were worthwhile in
threat to the independence of his office that may result fronbterms of the quality of the data we got as a result of waiting.
its continuing to be part of the justice portfolio. Indeed, theThat was the major technical difficulty we had with the last
justice portfolio (as the member for Enfield would know) is redistribution.
made up of many independent and semi-independent TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: With respect to the policy
agencies, such as the Ombudsman’s office, the Director afuestion, | think there is a tension between making the
Public Prosecutions, the Police Complaints Authority and thelectoral arrangements so that a party which wins a majority
office of the Liquor and Gambling Commissioner, to nameof the two party preferred votes wins enough seats in the
but a few. Assembly to form a government on one side and then, on the
| understand that the Commissioner does not advocatether side, having a stable relationship between electors and
South Australia’s moving towards an arrangement such a$eir local member of parliament. And, so, | think that if the
exists in Victoria, where the Victorian Electoral Commission-parliament in 1990 had been aware of the consequences of
er draws on an account for whatever money is required tbaving a redistribution after every election the parliament
conduct the Victorian state election (it sounds a little like thewould have decided differently and, instead of having a
Speaker’s proposals for parliament). Successive Labor anédistribution after every three elections, as we did then, we
Liberal state governments have seen cost saving benefitswmuld have put up a proposal for redistributions after every
the state in having the State Electoral Office be part of théwo elections as a reasonable compromise.
justice portfolio, and | have every confidence that the To give an example of the difficulties of having redistribu-
arrangement will continue to serve the state well. tion so frequently, there was a case in my area of a constitu-

MsCHAPMAN: | welcome Messrs Tully and Gully as ent who approached her, in this case, federal member, asking
the representatives from the Electoral Commission. Undoulfer help on a taxation matter and was told by that federal
tedly, we are well served in South Australia in relation to thatmember’s office, ‘Oh, you're redistributed out of our area
service and the great work they do. My question relates to thafter the next election. We don’t deal with your particular
electoral redistributions. The Attorney may be aware thasuburb,” which was West Hindmarsh. Now, that is an awful
some members of parliament are strongly in favour of havingesult. It was put right with some correspondence. However,
a redistribution after every second election rather than aftehere is a temptation, | think, for members to ignore those
every election, as is the case at present. | know that sugtarts of their electorate which are redistributed out of their
change would require legislation. However, from the pointprojected seat only about 12 months after the general election.
of view of cost, does the Attorney-General consider that the | think that is an unfortunate result. But my understanding
cost of a redistribution after eight years would be markedlyis that it would now require a constitutional amendment,
greater than after four years? Regarding the state electorialdeed, a referendum of the voters of South Australia, to
boundaries redistribution that was completed at the beginningbolish that requirement of a redistribution after every
of this year, were any logistical or other difficulties encount-election. And, despite the matter perhaps being canvassed at
ered in finalising this year’s redistribution, and how does theéhe Constitutional Convention, | cannot see it happening
cost of this latest redistribution compare to earlier re-unless there was some cooperation between the two major
distributions? parties in this state.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | ask the Electoral Commis- Mr SCALZI: In the recent New South Wales election it
sioner to respond to the latter questions on the cost of theas widely reported that computer failures were hindering the
redistribution, and | may then comment on the legislativecount for the last member of the Legislative Council. The fact
aspect. that the ‘forever wrong’ Ms Pauline Hanson was one of the

Mr TULLY: The last Electoral Districts Boundaries candidates in contention may explain why the issue got so
Commission concluded its determination and order in Marcimuch attention.
this year. The final costs have not yet been totalled up but that TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Mr Chairman, | did not get
is expected to be done very shortly, and it is in the vicinity ofthat reference.
$550 000. | would expect that that compares fairly favour- Mr SCALZI: Pauline Hanson was the candidate.
ably, given just general adjustments from the 1998 commis- TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: What point was the
sion being about the same in real terms. For any futur@onourable member making?
commissions, we will have to invest in some more computer Mr SCALZI: As someone who waited for two weeks for
power. The computer system that we have used for the laatresult in 1997, | am concerned about counts. However, |
two redistributions has now passed its use-by date. | wouldaited for the House of Assembly and | was happy with the
have thought that some small cost increases would beutcome. It was worth waiting for. Is the State Electoral
required because of that. Office aware of the problems that were encountered in New

In that regard, | am trying to negotiate with the AustralianSouth Wales? Is the Electoral Commissioner satisfied that a
Electoral Commission to get access to its map info systensimilar situation could not occur in South Australia where the
which I think would work for our redistribution purposes. Of count for our Legislative Council is also computerised?
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TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | ask the Electoral Commis- overall question of the cost and what recovery we achieved
sioner to respond to the honourable member’s question. from local government.
Mr TULLY: The problem in New South Wales was  TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | ask the Electoral Commis-
getting the computer to output the result. It certainly acceptedioner to respond.
the data and it was, | think, at the end of the day, quite a Mr TULLY: We are preparing invoices for the local
relatively small technical matter that could not be dealt with government sphere at the moment and are hoping to get all
However, the right people did fix the problem. Of course, theour money in by 30 June for the costs that have been incurred
issue with any computing system lies in its testing. You tesby the State Electoral Office. It is a full cost recovery
as many times as you can for as many scenarios as you carrangement in which we take into account all the staffing
and with as much data as you can. Certainly, the New Souttosts; we recharge a reasonable portion of overheads. All
Wales data load was four times as significant as ours. printing costs incurred and all telephone costs, etc. are fully
That, | am sure, also contributed to some problems thatecovered. The only costs that are not recovered are the
was experienced. But the integrity of the system | do nosalaries for the Deputy Electoral Commissioner and the
think was at risk: the problem lay in simply dealing with the Electoral Commissioner, which are paid out of a separate
volume of data it had to process. In South Australia we havéund. | expect that in the final analysis the cost of local
an arrangement, again with the Australian Electoral Commisgovernment elections is around $2.80 per elector.
sion, to use the Senate scrutiny system with modificationsto We have a number of arrangements tailored towards each
our rules. We have certainly tested as much as we can. Foouncil’s specific requirements. All metropolitan councils are
the fiftieth state election we used the same system as we usethnaged through an arrangement either through the State
in 1997. We put in some extra processes to try to speed uplectoral Office or the Australian Electoral Commission on
that count—in fact, so much so that | do not think we will a service agreement basis, and a number of country councils
ever be able to repeat the result in as short a time frame as wenduct their elections under delegation with a person
did. nominated by council. So, some of those costs are incurred
We were working around the clock to get that outcomenot by the State Electoral Office but by the council and, of
But | hope that the system we will use for 2006 will be ancourse, they are not recharged. But | would expect, in a true
upgrade of the system. | am negotiating with the AEC to getost sense that we will get for our final report, the cost of
access to an upgraded system with superior reports. We willinning the local government elections would be around
test that in front of party representatives to make sure they a%&3.5 million.
satisfied with the way in which it is programmed and the way MrsREDMOND: Again, in regard to the local govern-
in which it will deliver the result. We will do the very best we ment elections that have just been held, of course voting is
can. There is no doubt that the night before is pretty sleeplesst compulsory and is done by post. Is the electoral office
wondering what will happen when you hit the button. | will keeping records, and is it getting any indication in relation to
be trying to do everything | can to ensure that | do sleep thathe level of participation of the voting public in that method
night. of election, recognising, of course, that because voting is not
All we can do is continually test to make sure that it compulsory we would probably have scarce information
works. | am hopeful that we will be able to do that. Of course,about what the level was before moving to postal votes?
in terms of the lower house seats, we have a requirement that TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | will start by saying that
governs very close seats, that is, we must wait seven days faten the proposal for having local government elections
postal votes to be returned and, when there is a relativelyonducted by postal ballot was first made in the Australian
close margin, there is no way that we will declare polls if thatLabor Party in the late 1980s, | rose at the convention to
result could be affected by the return of every possible postapeak against it. My fear was that there would be fraud, that
vote. We know, in fact, that that does not happen. Many ofs, that candidates, or people acting on their behalf, would
them do not come back, but until we are at the point ofcollect the ballot envelopes from letterboxes, fill out the
closing off we will always have that issue unless the lawballot papers and return them. This has not occurred. Indeed,
changes in relation to waiting for postal votes. an allegation was made that it was occurring in a particular
Mr SCALZI: I would like to put on the record my thanks council which is partly in my electorate, and | was able,
to the electoral commission for the way in which it made theowing to my doorknocking, to supply the then Electoral
waiting a lot easier. | knew that everything was being doneCommissioner, Andy Becker, with a list of people who had
with the utmost professionalism and integrity. | would alsomoved out of the area but were still on the electoral roll or
like to thank my scrutineers. who had died and were still on the electoral roll. It was found
MrsREDM OND: | realise that, in asking this question, that none of those people had voted and that, therefore, the
I may not be able to get an answer at the present becauseallegation was not correct.
note that the first target for the State Electoral Office for next | think there is much support for the postal ballot system
year states: conducted by the State Electoral Office. | think | was wrong
... complete analysis and evaluation of election conduct for th@nd that, indeed, it has been a success; and the turnout rates,
May 2003 local government elections, including a report on theat least in the council areas that cover my electorate, have
elections. more than doubled. So, in my view, it is a success and there
I know that is still under way and itis only a relatively short is hardly any call to go back to the old attendance system.
time since those elections concluded. | am interested to knottowever, | will ask the Electoral Commissioner to say
whether, at this stage, there is any general indication as womething if he wishes.
what cost the State Electoral Office incurred in that election Mr TULLY: During this round of local government
and whether that cost was recovered in whole from locagélections, in terms of fraud, | was keen to put out something
government. | would appreciate knowing, first, whether ther¢hrough the Crime Stoppers network, which was a clear
is any rough guide to that question at the moment; andnessage on radio and in the print media, that it is okay to
secondly, to put on notice in due course an answer to thieelp anybody who is unable to complete their ballot papers
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through illiteracy or disability but that it is otherwise notokay = The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |
to fill in papers or to take papers from people. | thought thatleclare the examination of the vote completed.

was a useful way also of getting a handle on people who
might not want to ring the electoral office but who might feel
more comfortable with the Crime Stoppers number to alert
us to anything that was happening in the community, and |
was advised that no calls were made to Crime Stoppers about  Attorney-General's Department, $49 996 000

any alleged fraud or other arrangement on the non-savoury ~ Administered Items for the Attorney-General's

side of voting. Department, $53 887 000

We still remain non-complacent about fraud. In any
system of voting it is something that we need to be aware can The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments open
happen, but | am always pleased to go on the record—not {#®r €xamination, and refer members to Budget Paper,
a complacent sense but in another sense—to say that | am ripPendix D, page 2, and Part 4, pages 4.1to 4.11 and 4.114
aware of any deliberate fraud that occurs in voting in Soutio 4.157, Volume 1 of the Portfolio Statements. Does the
Australia. Attorney wish to make a statement?

In terms of participation rates, prior to the introduction of ~ TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No; | am happy to have the
postal voting in some local government areas they were lowhaximum time for opposition questioning, unlike previous
single digit numbers of 5 per cent, 6 per cent or 7 per cen@dministrations.
and those figures, in the main, have tripled and in some cases The CHAIRMAN: Does the lead speaker wish to make
guadrupled. The participation rates, however, still remairf Statement?
patchy but in a pattern. The country participation rates are MsCHAPMAN: No, sir, but | do propose to read into
notoriously significantly higher than metropolitan participa-Hansard the omnibus questions for the agreement of the
tion rates, and the larger the metropolitan council the loweAttorney.
the participation rate appears to be. | will give some exam- TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: That is okay by me.
ples. In Kimba, the participation rate in 2003 was 68.18 per MsCHAPMAN: Thank you, Mr Attorney. For the
cent, and that is at the high end of the scale and, at the lovecord, the following questions are simply to be taken on
end of the scale, the Onkaparinga council has a participatiopotice, and we look forward to receiving the answers in due
rate of 23.28 per cent. course.

So, overall, | believe the figure—and this is subject to 1. For all departments and agencies reporting to the
final reports—will be very close to a 33 per cent participationministers, are there any examples since March 2002 where
rate over the state. That is a percentage of the total numbégderal funds have not been received in South Australia, or
of people in the state who are eligible to vote: there is novill not be received during the forward estimates period
weighted percentage in that figure on a council basis. That iBecause the state government has not been prepared to
down somewhat on the 2000 elections, and there may hgrovide state funds for a federal/state agreement? If so, what
reasons for that for others to speculate on. But, overall, itssues and what level of federal funding has been or will be
terms of a voluntary ballot, it compares favourably withlost?
enterprise bargaining ballots, which affect people’s salaries 2. Did all departments and agencies reporting to the
in large groups. We get around 40 per cent for other ballotgninister meet all required budget saving targets for 2002-03
that we run; for superannuation boards and the Nurses Boaget for them in last year's budget and, if not, what specific
we get around 20 per cent. So, overall, the participation ratproposed project and program cuts were not implemented?
is still significant and one with which certainly the local areas 3. Will the minister provide a detailed breakdown of
in England would be very pleased. expenditure on consultants in 2002-03 for all departments and

The CHAIRMAN: Is anyone doing any research to find agencies reporting to the minister, listing the name of the
out or ask people why they did or did not vote? That is up taconsultant, cost and work undertaken?
local government, | guess. 4. For each department or agency reporting to the

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | will ask the Electoral minister, how many surplus employees are there, and for each
Commissioner to respond, but my reaction to these figuresurplus employee what is the title or classification of the
would be that in country areas the local governments havemployee and the total employment cost of the employee?
fewer constituents and, therefore, people are more likely to 5. In the financial year 2001-02, for all departments and
know the candidates than in the bigger councils in theagencies reporting to the minister, what underspending on
metropolitan area. Therefore, people are more likely to vot@rojects and programs was not approved by cabinet for
in the country than in the city. If you look at the result for the carryover expenditure in 2002-03?

Adelaide City Council, you will see that there was aturnout 6. For all departments and agencies reporting to the
of almost 41 per cent, which shows that if you spend moneyninister, what is the estimated level of under-expenditure for
you persuade people to vote. | will ask the Electoral Commis2002-03, and has cabinet approved any carryover expenditure
sioner to add anything he wishes. into 2003-047?

Mr TULLY: We do surveys of an evaluation nature after TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am in the happy position
the local government elections, as we do after state goverf being able to answer one of those questions immediately,
ment elections, and we are surveying 1 000 electors to asind that is about consultancies. | have a schedule, which |
them a number of questions—and we do not know whethewill table, of all consultancies for the Attorney-General’s
or not they have voted because we have not done a compabepartment let during 2002-03, indicating to whom the
son to make that connection, although we have the means tonsultancy was awarded; whether tenders or expressions of
do it. So, there may well be some information that comesnterest were called for each consultancy and, if not, why not;
back to us through that survey process that we will share ithe reasons for and the cost of each consultancy; which
our election report. consultants submitted reports during 2002-03; what was the
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date on which the report was received by the government; aretime prevention, which is wrong. We cut the program from
was the report made public. $1.4 million to $600 000, so that is not all the money:
The information within the schedule relates to consultan$600 000 of taxpayers’ money is going into local government
cies paid for during 2002-03 as at the end of April 2003. Thecrime prevention. Negotiations have taken place between the
total amount paid for the financial year 2002-03 is $231 835three western metropolitan councils and the Crime Prevention
but I will spare the member for Bragg by reading the detail Unit about a regional approach to crime prevention, bearing
The CHAIRMAN: They can be tabled, but they cannotin mind the particular matters associated with employment
be incorporated itHansard unless they meet the standing contracts in two of the three councils.
orders restriction, which is one page or less and that it is A formal proposal was submitted by the three councils,

purely statistical. proposing that funding be made available to the region from
MsCHAPMAN: If the minister indicates that he will the 2002-03 budget, and it is then pooled with the amount of

provide a copy of the table, | am happy with that. $100 000 available for the western metropolitan region from
The CHAIRMAN: They will not be in the record. 1 July 2004. So this would allow crime prevention officers

MsCHAPMAN: | appreciate that. Last year, the Attor- at either Charles Sturt or Port Adelaide/Enfield to remain in
ney-General acknowledged that the justice portfolio had beetheir positions until the end of their contracts, namely, in
set a savings target of $68 million over the next four yearsJune 2004. It was also agreed that the three councils share the
with a target of $16 million to be achieved in 2002-03. Theservice of the two remaining officers until June 2004, that
Attorney-General acknowledged that $800 000 was cut fronsrime prevention prioritise matters for the region—including
the local crime prevention program in last year’s budget. Thgraffiti management, alcohol free zones, licensing issues,
Minister for Correctional Services admitted in the estimatedreak and enter, bullying and challenging offending behav-
committee last year that $2.8 million had been cut iniour programs—and that further discussions occur between
programs and that the Cadell Training Centre therapeutic unihe councils and the crime prevention unit in early 2004 to
had been closed as a saving initiative. He also admitted thaiscuss the future directions for the program.
funding of two psychologists had ceased, as well as the To the members for Bragg and Heysen, this approach
funding for the chair in forensic psychology at the end ofdemonstrates that council areas are prepared to work
January 2003. Further, he acknowledged that the Operatiaollaboratively to use the $600 000 remaining. Furthermore,
Challenge program at the Cadell Training Centre had beeihenables crime prevention work to continue in the region and
closed. resolves matters associated with the two employment

These disclosed savings do not amount to $16 millioncontracts, one of which | know is occupied by Councillor Sue
Accordingly, were the savings of $16 million achieved in Clearihan, now an elected member of the Adelaide City
2003-04, in which areas of the portfolio were they achievedCouncil. So councils have indicated that they will contribute
and what program areas will be cut in this financial year? to the program from their own resources. Other savings in

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | apologise, Mr Chairman, which the member for Bragg may be interested include fleet
for interrupting the member for Bragg, but each of themanagement across the justice portfolio.
admissions she claimed | had made were, in fact, examples Mr SCALZI: Are they cuts or savings?
of the member for Bragg verballing me. All but one of them  TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: They are savings.
were savings in the correctional services department, which Mr SCALZI: We look at them as cuts.
is not my portfolio. The one saving within my portfoliowas  TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: |ask the member for
the celebrated cut to the local government crime preventioRlartley to tell me whether this is a cut: fleet management
program. | am pleased to say that our savings are on trackacross the justice portfolio, implementation of a range of

MsCHAPMAN: Supplementary to that, what program vehicle fleet procurement and management strategies to

areas will be cut in this financial year? deliver savings. Is that a cut?
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: The CHAIRMAN: It is not up to the Attorney-General
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for West Torrens to question the member for Hartley.

is not the Attorney. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Alas! Regarding library

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: All the cuts made by the services across the justice portfolio, by the introduction of
government have been fully disclosed. However, to assist thenline library services and a rationalisation of the existing
member for Bragg, | would imagine she would be interestedibrary facilities, implementation will be subject to preparing
in some programs that have not been continued by the Crimeedetailed business case and a reduction in adjournments and
Prevention Unit, including graffiti prevention, through remands in the Magistrates Court. A detailed business case
providing funding to KESAB for coordination work across will focus on providing a range of strategies to deal with the
local and state governments; involvement with the Soutlidentified causes of adjournments, thereby creating efficien-
Australian vehicle theft reduction committee; coordinationcies in process. Dear me, the member for Hartley will be
of the Australian and New Zealand Crime Preventiondisappointed that we are cutting the number of adjournments
Ministerial Forum; early intervention in crime prevention; a in the Magistrates Court! What a dreadful cut! Do you think
pilot program in Port Augusta and a cluster of suburbs irthat will cause electoral damage?

Noarlunga; and discussions taking place with the Department Mr SCALZI: Itis often said that politicians use statistics
of Human Services in an effort to ensure that these programie a drunk uses a lamppost: not for illumination but for
are taken forward under the DHS early childhood initiative.support.

Regarding local government crime prevention, itis important The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Videoconferencing in the

to bear in mind that— Magistrates Court: through the introduction of video-
Mrs REDMOND: But you took all the money out of it, conferencing technology, there will be a reduced need for the
Attorney. transport to and supervision of remandees at the Magistrates

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Heysen Court. That will reduce operational costs now incurred by
says that we took all the money out of local governmenGroup 4, the contractor. These savings, which the member for
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Hartley calls cuts, are subject to detailed business plans beingok VSPs in the Justice Department earning over $100 000
developed. Justice portfolio shared services will developper annum?
publicise and communicate the shared services model within The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | think state public servants
the justice portfolio framework and will investigate and would rather be described by the Leader of the Opposition as
assess the feasibility of implementing shared services withifat cats than be described by a premier, in this case John
the justice portfolio. Olsen, as servants of deceit. The answer to the member for
The members for Bragg, Hartley and Heysen say they arBragg’s question is: not a lot. However, we will take that
cuts: they are cuts | am proud to make. | call them efficiencyguestion on notice.

savings. Mr SNELLING: Whatis the Attorney-General doing to
Mr SCALZI: They are cutting remarks and there can bemprove the child witness service in the Office of the Director
some savings. of Public Prosecutions?
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Office of the Director
M ember ship: of Public Prosecutions has provided a witness assistance
Mr Koutsantonis substituted for Mrs Geraghty. service for years. The service is staffed by social workers

who support victims in processes that might lead to prosecu-

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: We have made a decision tions and in any court appearances in which the DPP has a
in government to ensure that our savings do not affect serviggart. Robyn Layton’s child protection review identified a
delivery—that is our aim. The list | just gave you is a goodrange of concerns where children are involved in the criminal
indication that we are carrying out what we promised. justice process. Some criticisms were made in the context of

MsCHAPMAN: Unless you refuse them an adjournment,prosecution against children; other criticisms were made in
contrary to justice. | refer to the Crown Solicitor’s Office. the context of how the court processes treat children.
Paragraph 9.5 of the report prepared by Messrs Greg Crafter, These matters caused me some concern. It became clear
John Fahey and Rod Payze recommended that the Crow me that one way child victim witnesses could be helped is
Solicitor’s Office crosscharge all agencies for legal advicepy expanding the successful witness assistance service the
and services provided. At last year's estimates hearings theyuivalent of 1% witness assistance officers. Social workers
Attorney-General said that a working party had beerwere funded temporarily to work with children and to help
established between Treasury and the Attorney-Generalthem negotiate the court process. | have decided to put the
Department to examine that recommendation. Is the workingunding on a more permanent basis, by an annual grant from
party still working on this issue or has a decision been madghe Victims of Crime Fund. | have increased the grant to
and, if not, when will the decision be announced on thissmploy an additional two social workers, thereby more than
important recommendation? doubling the existing child victim witness assistance service.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The working party This will mean the equivalent of either 3% or four (I am not
completed its deliberations, the matter was discussed iguite sure) full-time equivalent social workers dedicated to
cabinet and it was decided not to proceed with crosschargingelping child witnesses.

TheCHAIRMAN: A legal person is provided from your In total, the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions
department, | understand, to service a select committee, buiill receive about a quarter of a million dollars a year from
I understand they are charged out. the Victims of Crime Fund to provide the expanded child

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Let me qualify the answer victim witness assistance service. To the member for Playford
to the member for Bragg. From 1992, some services provideand to the committee, | say that | welcome more questions
by the Crown Solicitor’s Office are billable and some areabout the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions. |
non-billable. The number of billable jobs has been goinchope that the opposition has some.
down and the number of non-billable jobs has been goingup Mr SNELLING: What steps have been taken to imple-
because departments have realised how to frame theiment the recommendations of the Drugs Summit?
requests to the Crown Solicitor's Office. So, the job you TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Many—and | was perturbed
mentioned would have been a billable job. It is worth addingo hear an honourable member suggest on radio that, since the
that the Labor government strains against outsourcing leg@rugs Summit, little was occurring.
work, unlike the previous government. According to Treasury Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Who was that?
instruction No. 10, permission has to be sought before TheHon.M.J. ATKINSON: | think that it was the
government departments or agencies seek legal advice fromember for Mawson on Radio 5AA. He is, of course,
the private profession. It is my intention to uphold theincorrect. In December last year, the government announced
Treasurer’s instruction No. 10. | want a thriving Crown $3% million funding for initiatives that were a direct response
Solicitor's Office here in South Australia. to the Drugs Summit recommendations. This was a down

Ms CHAPMAN: | refrain from asking what the penalty payment on what will be a long and expensive campaign. In
will be if you do not. If February 2002, before the state my portfolio, two important initiatives benefited from that
election, the then Leader of the Opposition, Mike Rannfunding.
described persons in the Public Service who earned more than In the first round of initiatives announced from the Drugs
$100 000 as quote ‘fat cats’. He said that if Labor wereSummit, the government increased the recurrent funding to
elected ‘one of the things we are going to do is cut 50 fathe Drug Court by $226 000. This funding responded to the
cats’. Last year the Attorney-General told the estimate®rugs Summit recommendations for strengthening the Drug
committee that voluntary separation packages were beinQourt. The funding has been allocated and new positions have
offered to public servants within the portfolio. How many been created and filled, thus enabling the court to accept a
public servants in this portfolio took up the offer of voluntary larger number of referrals into the program.
separation packages, what was the total cost to the govern- Let us be clear about this. The Rann Labor government
ment of those packages, what are the annual ongoing savingsmmitted funds needed to keep the court operating. Our
made as a consequence, and were any of the persons wh@decessors had not committed those funds when they left
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office. Under their regime, we would have lost this importantHartley for enabling me to make the announcement twice, but
program. Participation in the drug diversion court is notwe are putting an extra quarter of a million dollars into
automatic. A careful assessment is made to determingitness assistance in the Office of the Director of Public
whether a particular offender is likely to benefit from Prosecutions. As to the number of people, | will get back to
participation in the program. Itis incorrect to suggest that, ithe member for Hartley, but | have not seen an opposition
there were more money, we would put every accused with member walk into one like that before.

drug problem on the program, and that is the suggestion the Mr SCALZI: Since it was so fresh in your mind, you
member for Mawson is making. It is not a free-for-all, andcould have given us the number.

careful criteria have been set down to ensure that those TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Itis two new ones bringing

chosen have the most chance of benefiting from the progranhe total number to four. I think the member for Hartley ought
Taxpayers expect us not to throw money away on hopelesg change the subject.

cases, or addicts with little chance of graduating from the  \1. scaL 71 In the additional administered items for the

prograLn. I d h hi Attorney-General’'s Department 2003-04, Budget Paper 4,
We have allocated more money to the program this yeaky,me’1| page 4.1, it is recorded that payments were made

and we are monitoring its success. We do not have the luxupg, ihe podies in the barrel case in 2002-03 of: under supplies
of opposition to say that every government program shoul nd services, $2.638 million: grants and subsidies,

be topped up with windfall increases. Indeed, every parlia$2.617 million; total $5.255 million. Mercifully for the

mentary sitting day that we listened to the opposition ingynaver nothing is budgeted for this item in 2003-04. Also

question time, in grievances, in Supply and in Appropriationyeciflly, the total of $5.255 million is less than the
debates, the opposition managed to spend more than the gr%geted’figure of $7.066 million.

state product every day inits proposals. . In last year’s budget papers, the same table showed that
Mr SNELLING: They are called the ‘tax and spend $5.85 mili It he bodies in the barrel
liberals' in the United States. .85 million was actually spent on the bodies in the barre
The Hon. M J. ATKINSON: The member for Plavford case in that year. In the year before that, the item was less
o : Y colourfully described as the Snowtown case, and the expendi-

refers to ‘tax and spend liberals’ in the United States. Th?ure was $2.364 million, and in the year before that, the

223/ g'{f:rreen?ﬁ ;fetrgaitnl'g%rﬂr:sAsupS?:;YiV;hl fa\;énglrle Iatg::rteo amount was $994 000. In summary, over the last four years,
) : a total of $14.472 million has been spent as follows:

increase funds to the drug diversion court, in years to com . e
we will make sure that resources are allocated where they cgggg'zooo’ $994 000; 2000-01, $2.364 million; 2001-02,

have the greatest impact. This may or may not be in th -589 million; 2_002'03’ $5.255 million. .
electorate of the member for Mawson, or even in the aS &reckoning been done of the total costs incurred by
electorate of the member who succeeds him. the government in this prosecution? Does the sum of
Mr SCALZI: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page $14.472 million, .calculated above, represent the totality of
4.14. Line 2 indicates that crime prevention expenditure it €xpense? Will the Attorney-General provide a breakdown

the justice portfolio included in the last Liberal budget was' the costs incurred by the state in this matter?

$125.8 million. This year, it is budgeted to be $12 million ~ TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The first thing to say is that
less than that amount, namely, $113.8 million. What is théhe money was allocated for the duration of the trial. Unlike
reason for this significant decline in expenditure on crimedther areas of government, carryover is permitted, indeed
prevention? required. It is an administered item that is not touched. We

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Hartley’s do not break down the allocation of money for the defence,
answer his question. Those budget lines were deliberated $#ms and we do not want to do that because of the emotions
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. today, and they are passed. 9enerated by the trial, for a start.

Mr SCALZI: | will move on to the next question. The Total expenditure for the case as at 30 April 2003 is
Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions provides a$13.765 million. Funds on hand for the remainder of 2002-03
witness assistance service. The service provides supportio $3.576 million. Funding approved for 2002-03 was
vulnerable witnesses, victims of crime and their immediateestimated to 30 June, but with carryover funding to 2003-04,
family members. The latest annual report of the Office of thecurrently funding is now estimated to be sufficient to fund the
DPP indicates that there were 557 referrals to the witnesgase until November this year. If the Haydon matters proceed
assistance service. The opposition has been informed thatdg expected, a further cabinet submission for additional
is proposed to reduce the number of staff operating in th&unding will be required during August 2003.
witness assistance service. Will the Attorney advise the MrsREDMOND: | want to ask questions about the
committee of the current number of staff and other resourceximinal injuries compensation figures, and | refer to Budget
devoted to the witness assistance service? Does the Attornéyaper 4, Volume 1, pages 4.155 and 4.156. | notice that there
General agree that the witness assistance service provideat@ budgeted receipts for victims of crime. Adding up the
valuable service to the victims of crime? Will the Attorney various components, there are grants and subsidies, the main
rule out any cuts, or savings, as he calls them, to the staffingrea of fines and penalties, victims of crime, and other
or resources allocated to this service? receipts under A17. They come to $6.563 million, which is

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: If the member for Hartley about the same as last year, but the payments are significantly
had been paying attention, he would have realised that thmore. | am familiar with the Victims of Crime Fund—
member for Playford just asked me that question, and | tookonfiscation of profits and the Victims of Crime Fund—fines
the opportunity of today’s estimates committee to announcand penalties, and the interest is fairly obvious. However, a
that we were more than doubling the number of witnessignificant amount, $794 000 is listed as ‘Other Receipts’
assistance social workers for children in the Office of theunder the Victims of Crime Fund. | want to know what other
Director of Public Prosecutions. | thank the member forreceipt components there are for victims of crime.
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Can the minister also explain why the receipts from fineghere, you have an estimated net result of exactly that amount,
and penalties have remained about the same over the |&2.332 million. So, where is the carryover that leads to the
three years, because total receipts, looking at the figure at th@wering to $1.755 million?
bottom of the column, have increased? Can the minister TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: There had been a number
provide an explanation for the fact that payments to victim®f carryovers in successive years, but we will shortly
have gone from $12.715 million in 2002 to $9.401 million in demonstrate it conclusively to the member for Heysen.
2003, and are expected to rise to $11.084 million in 2004. MsCHAPMAN: Page 4.156 shows two lines for the
Lastly on criminal injuries, has any costing been done as t€onstitutional Convention in 2002-03, $320 000 for employ-
the likely increase of the cost of criminal injuries in the eventee entitlements—on budget—and $360 000 for service and
of a successful prosecution with the removal of the date ofupplies—$110 000 over budget. No expenditure is budgeted
1982 for sexual offences? for 2003-04, when the convention is to be held. The member

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: There are a number of for Hammond has been asking for a further convention next
questions there and | think that | will take them on notice.year. Why is no allowance made for expenditure in 2003-04,
The figure of $794 000 mentioned by the member for Heyseand will the government be funding a further constitutional
is recoveries from offenders, our favourite way of meetingconvention?
the cost of criminal injuries compensation. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Constitutional

MrsREDMOND: | have a question supplementary to Convention (about which | am sure the opposition is enthusi-
that, because | thought that would come under the Victims adistic, which is why the Leader of the Opposition, Rob Kerin,
Crime Fund, which is shown as $5.435 million about halfwaysigned the compact document containing the proposal for a
up that page. | thought most of the funds came from theonstitutional convention) was to have been held in this
offenders when they are prosecuted or they pleaded guiltyfinancial year but, for one reason or another, it will be held

TheHon. M .J. ATKINSON: That is levies as opposed in the next financial year—indeed, in August. So, in March,
to recoveries. cabinet approved a second allocation of $140 000 to fund the

MrsREDMOND: In the same volume of the budget convention in accordance with—
paper, page 4.117, there is a decline shown in the crime MsCHAPMAN: That is the total amount.
prevention program, as shown in the net expenditure TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No. The funding for this
summary. The last Liberal budget was $3.225 million and thiginancial year was $570 000 and, as the member knows, we
year the amount proposed $1.755 million. However, the firstvent on the roadshow and attended 26 town and country
target for the year is to establish regional crime preventiomeetings all across South Australia (including, famously,
programs in a number of areas involving local governmenBurnside, where the member for Bragg joined us), and in
or a key partner. The opposition is aware that the governmemarch cabinet has approved a second allocation of $140 000
is trying to cobble together something with a number offor the next financial year so that we can hold the deliberative
councils, which each previously had its own program, angboll of 300 randomly chosen South Australians here in
there have been meetings with crime prevention people. Parliament House and fulfil our commitment to the member

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Some did, some did not. for Hammond—a commitment that the Liberal Party was also

Mrs REDMOND: For instance, | know that the member willing to make to him. As to whether there will be a second
for Flinders has said that the City of Port Lincoln had anconstitutional convention, | think | would prefer to wait to see
excellent local crime prevention program but, because of ithow the first goes.
being cut, it went. What is being offered to the people of Port MsCHAPMAN: As a supplementary question, in the
Lincoln this year in terms of crime prevention? Does theevent that $140 000 is insufficient to convene a 300-person
Attorney-General believe that we can produce more effectiveonvention here at Parliament House (as | understand it), does
crime prevention with less money? the Attorney-General confirm that sufficient funds will be

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: First of all, the use of the made available to complete that exercise?
figures made by the member for Heysen is misleading, The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Koutsantonis): Order!
because there was a carryover, and Treasury (as it did in $typothetical questions are out of order.
many areas of government) refused permission for that MsCHAPMAN: With respect to the crime statistics
carryover to come into the budget this financial year. Whaissue, page 4.117 shows that program expenditure on crime
has happened is that crime prevention has just gone back statistics will be reduced from $1.1 million to $942 000. Does
its base funding. As for Port Lincoln, it will be offered a role this cut mean that the staff of the Office of Crime Statistics
in regional crime prevention, and it will be interesting to seewill be reduced and, if so, by how many? What other services

if it is able to form a partnership with another area. will be cut? Is its publication or any other program to be
MsCHAPMAN: Where do you suggest—Mount removed?
Gambier? TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | think we should take that

TheHon. M .J. ATKINSON: | was in Ceduna recently, question on notice, and we will obtain a definitive answer as
and | had discussions with the woman who runs the Busto whether itis a carryover matter or whether it is the end of
Breakaway program and with the policeman from Cedunaa commonwealth funded program. What | can say is that the
I hope to be able to make an announcement about the Bu$dffice of Crime Statistics does a magnificent job. | have
Breakaway program in Ceduna. But Port Lincoln is welcomdound the staff to be most helpful. Their advice is swift and
to put a proposal as part of the regional crime preventiomccurate. Since | became Attorney-General, some of the
program. guestions they have been asked are slightly different from the

Mrs REDMOND: | am a little puzzled by the Attorney’s questions they used to be asked, and they are quite objective
explanation about the carryover, because when | look at page highlighting statistics that are useful for all sides of the
4.117, line 8, Crime Prevention, | see that the last Liberatriminal justice debate.
budget had an actual expenditure of $3.225 million. You then MsCHAPMAN: That is why you have cut their program.
budgeted for $3.332 million. According to your information ~ TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No.
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Ms CHAPMAN: It was reported in thdustralianof 16 ~ Magistrates Court for mere possession. The courts would
June 2003 that Australian Bureau of Statistics figures showount that as a nolle and the DPP would not.
that South Australia’s Director of Public Prosecutions The honourable member can have her own view about
withdrew 23.4 per cent of all cases, compared to the nationahat, but that does account for the discrepancy in the figures.
average of 12.4 per cent. The Attorney-General at that tim&o, | do not think we can be sure whether the ABS is
was said to be unavailable. Has the Attorney-General lookedomparing apples with apples. For years the states and
at this issue and, if so, what is the explanation for our venyerritories have pursued consistency in counting but they have
high rate of withdrawals? not yet succeeded. The Victorian figure is gobsmacking: | just

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | have looked at the do not believe itis correct, and there must be some explan-
question since | returned from Melbourne. The ABS figuresation for that. Why does the Office of the DPP enter nolles
are different from those held by the office of the Director of or white papers? Well, the answer is that sometimes a victim
Public Prosecutions. The courts and the office of the DPmvill decide, late in the day, not to give evidence in the case.
differ in what they count. It will be necessary for the office The victim might turn out to be a bad witness leading to a
of the DPP to obtain the court figures and check them againsiblle prosequi, and those of us who serve in the House of
the office’s figures to see where there are variations. This hasssembly can think of a case like that. Perhaps a witness
not yet been done. But what the office of the DPP can say igoes—
that its nolle prosequi rate was what it was in 2000-01 andin  MsCHAPMAN: Are you thinking of the Emily Perry
2001-02, and there is the same result for white papers. case?

What | mean by ‘white papers’ are matters, criminal TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No, we were not actually
prosecutions, that go to the Magistrates Court, and ththinking of the cake baker of Plympton. A witness goes
magistrate commits for trial. After that committal, the matteroverseas or dies. Evidence may be ruled out on the voir dire
is dropped or a lesser charge is substituted. White papers deading to the withdrawal of the case. Often criminal
where the Office of the DPP declines to lay a charge in theprosecutions rely on a co-accused and, for one reason or
superior courts notwithstanding a magistrate committing foanother, the co-accused does not live up to the prosecution’s
trial. This usually occurs in the circuit courts where mattersexpectations—indeed, the co-accused is playing with the
are handled by the police. It is common for police to handlgrosecution. So, | would say rarely is a nolle prosequi about
a committal at Port Augusta, Mount Gambier, Tanunda ana bad legal judgment. We have an integrated justice program
Berri. The magistrate commits for trial, the papers then com&hich is trying to improve case tracking. That will assist the
to the DPP in Adelaide and a lawyer looks at the file andOffice of the Director of Public Prosecutions and SAPOL
decides that the case is not as strong as the police thought aimdck charges and charge outcomes more effectively.
enters a white paper. It will allow the DPP to integrate more closely with the

The circuit courts account for more than 80 per cent ofcourts through electronic lodgement and acknowledgment of
white papers. | hope that the member for Bragg is notourt forms. | think that it will streamline the DPP’s internal
suggesting that the Office of the DPP should handle circuiprocesses and management reporting and it will lead to
court committals, because that would be costly. In 2000-Otonsistent data. So, | would certainly defend the Office of the
the nolle prosequi rate was 10.63 per cent. In 2001-02 thBirector of Public Prosecutions against the suggestion of
nolle prosequi rate was 9.28 per cent, but you have to add &loppy work, which is consistently made by my friend the
that the white paper rate. In 2000-01 white papers werélon. Angus Redford. | notice that the shadow Attorney-
entered in 7.54 per cent of cases, and in 2001-02 white pape@eneral, the Hon. Robert Lawson, was on radio 5AA
were entered in 10.48 per cent of cases. So, to get the rate ydafending the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions
have to add the nolle prosequi rate to the white paper rate aradjainst the accusation of sloppy work by his Liberal col-
you are getting a figure of just under 20 per cent, which ideague the Hon. Angus Redford. In fact, | was interested to
different from the ABS statistics. see that Leon Byner, the host of the program, referred to the

There are a number of reasons why there might be Blon. Angus Redford as the Hon. Robert Lawson’s compra-
discrepancy. The ABS is, of course, getting its stats from thélor. | had not heard that term before and, when | looked it up,
courts. For instance, if the Office of the DPP proceeds otthe dictionary said ‘native house steward or servant’.
three counts but not on its fourth count, the DPP would not MsCHAPMAN: As a supplementary question—
count the dropping of the fourth count as a nolle prosequi. The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The honourable member
Sometimes the courts do count this as a nolle, particularlgan ask a full-blooded question.
where that was the major count on the information. Some- MsCHAPMAN: | will ask a supplementary question on
times the Office of the DPP substitutes an information tathis matter because | have one other full-blooded question.
reflect little changes to the case. The DPP says that the nevappreciate the Attorney’s answers. However, given that the
information is a substitution, but sometimes the court will sayAttorney has not received that confirmation from the DPP as
that the DPP has nollied the first information. So, the court$o the inconsistency in the data collection, do | take it that the
would count it but the DPP would not. Attorney does agree to provide that information?

Also, | suspect that the courts are counting matters which  TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: And that was?
the Office of the DPP is counting as nolles matters whichthe MsCHAPMAN: In relation to those assumptions as to
Office of the DPP returns to the Magistrates Court forthe disparity between the collection of data. | appreciate the
resolution. For instance, there might be a charge for a drufuliness of the answer, but | think the Attorney started by
offence of trafficking in commercial quantities of a drug. It suggesting that he had had a chance to look at it but that he
goes to the District Court, for instance, with evidence fromneeded to clarify whether that is the position with the DPP.
a search of bags, credit list and the indicia of commercial TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Bragg is
trafficking and that search is declared by the District Courtalert and | take her point. We will give her a follow-up
to have been an unlawful search; therefore, the DPP no longanswer on this matter. A couple of Saturdays ago | attended
has a case of commercial quantities and it is returned to thiae criminal lawyers conference at Victor Harbor, and a
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number of defence lawyers made the point that there are a Ithat was made, but the question is in relation to the Rowan

of— v Cornwall case and indemnity, appeal and cost issues—
Mrs REDMOND: Were you well received? which, in fairness, the Attorney-General has answered quite
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | was well received, as it fulsomely. However, he is now straying into history and other

happens. | have attended criminal law conferences beforaon-relevant issues.

Indeed, when | was shadow attorney-general, | can tell the TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Which might that be, if you

member for Hartley, | attended a criminal law conference ircan tell the Chairman? I think it is the Olsen and Matthew

Clare hoping to get some rest, but | was kept up all night bydefamation cases.

two QCs in the room above me singing and dancing and The CHAIRMAN: In the context of estimates commit-

drinking, but | will not name them. _ tees the rules are even more generous than in normal
At that conference, if I may be serious, a number ofproceedings of parliament, so there is really no point of order.

criminal defence lawyers made the point regarding police4ave we concluded that matter?

prosecutions that a lot of cases are withdrawn at police s cHAPMAN: My second point of order is that time

prosecutions level. | think it may actually be more of apag expired.

problem there than it is with the office of the DPP.

_ MsCHAPMAN: In the Rowan v Comwall case, inwhich  The CHAIRMAN: If there are no further questions about

judgment was delivered last year, Justice Debelle awarded thgat portfolio area, we will move to the Minister for Con-

plaintiff, Mrs Rowan, $330 425 plus costs. My questions areg,mer Affairs.

is the government adhering to its decision to indemnify

Dr Cornwall against any liability, and has there been any Additional Departmental Advisers:

assessment of the total cost to the taxpayer of this case, \ir \m. Bodycoat, Commissioner for Consumer Affairs.

including legal costs within the Crown Solicitor’s office, and ; ; feai

the amount of the judgment? Has the whole or any part of the MrW. Pryor, Liquor & Gaming Commissioner.

judgment been paid? Is an appeal on this decision being M ember ship:

prosecuted or likely, and when is it likely to be resolved? .
Finally, to clarify all this area, will the judgment be satisfied The Hon. D.C. Kotz substituted for Ms Chapman.

from the budget? S ;
. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | introduce the Commis-
The I_-Ion. M "]: ATKINSON: _The membef for Bragg sioner for Consumer Affairs, Mr Mark Bodycoat, and Bill
'?ads with h‘?f chin on the question of indemnity for defamapryor, the Liquor and Gaming Commissioner. If there are any
tion proceedlngs. She .a.sks about Dr Cornwall. Yes, Dr COIrnquestions about liquor licensing, they could be asked first so
wall has been indemnified all the way along, and during th hat Mr Pryor can answer them and leave. Can | ask whether

eight years of Liberal government he was also indemnifie : : . .
So, is the member for Bragg saying that the decision of thélsrrﬁb?irr?g%ny questions inregard to the Office of Liquor and

Hon. Trevor Griffin to indemnify the Hon. Dr Cornwall for .
: : P Py The CHAIRMAN: | would like to ask a couple of
this defamation action is a decision she would have change Liestions on behalf of the Hon. Kate Reynolds in another

had she become Attorney-General? | d ke th ; hi
MsCHAPMAN: You can avoid the question, but have place, and you can take these on notice. How much interest
you paid? ’ is earned per year from the bonds lodged by tenants? Of that
’ . . amount, what is the expenditure related to the tenancies
be g— amis%cél\gé‘ 'gTKelgiiONb' eNCgh;Vee :ngﬁiggt Pe?eldvx)//i?r: t ranch of the Office of Consumer and Business Affairs?
PP 9 9 at are the costs of the Residential Tenancies Tribunal, and

reasoning. And | would hope that the Liberal opposition, S, hat happens to any remaining interest?

a party which aims to form government at some time in the ) .
lifetime of the member for Bragg, would also disagree with gg%‘:ﬁgh’\gd‘igm' NSON: Yes, we will take those

the reasoning in the judgment of Justice Debelle. So we a4 . L
appealing and aiming to prevail in that appeal. TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: Can | say in the first instance that

Yes, we have quantified the liability of the state, becaus&€re are not many areas of the Attorney’s portfolio that | am
all the defendants were indemnified—and there were mariKely to compliment him on, but in the area of consumer
more defendants than just Dr Cornwall. But we cannot allov@ffairs | do compliment him. He appears to have taken up
at least some aspects of the Debelle judgment to stand. F8iScussions that we had during last estimates where no lines
instance, answering a parliamentary question or making Were identified in budget portfolio estimates, and | see that
ministerial statement should never lead to a finding ofNiS year we have a complete set of budget lines for consumer
misfeasance in public office. Of course we are appealing i@ffairs. So, for that, I thank him. It certainly is an area, as |

But it takes a certain chutzpah for the member for Braggsa'd last time, that obviously has a lot _0f_|npl_1t to service and
to ask about Dr Cornwall when the South Australian taxpayProducts throughout the state, and it is nice to see them
ers have had to fork out hundreds of thousands of dollaréémised now in different budget line areas.
because of the misconduct of former Premier John Olsen and TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | can assure the member for
the Hon. Wayne Matthew, who have used— Newland that the credit is due entirely to the Office of

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Graham Ingerson? Consumer and Business Affairs.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes, and the Hon. Graham TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: The operating statement shows
Ingerson, who have used taxpayers’ funds to pay defamatidhat over the past 15 months there has been an increase
judgments against them. It is clear that— of $2.820 million in employee entitlements. Can the

Ms CHAPMAN: | have a point of order, Mr Chairman. Attorney-General explain whether this is purely entitlement
The Attorney-General has answered the question and nowigcreases, or does this include staff increases?
straying into comment in relation to other issues. | appreciate, TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Could the member direct
Mr Chairman, that you may not have caught all the comments to the appropriate page?



18 June 2003 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 71

TheHon.D.C.KOTZ: It is page 4.122—Operating of Consumer Affairs, with a view to reporting to the Minister-
statement. ial Council on Consumer Affairs. On the strength of the paper
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The answer is that there is put to the standing committee by South Australia, the paper
an increase in pay, owing to enterprise bargaining with thessentially recommends that unit pricing be explored further
employees, and there may be an element of accumulation wfith a view to its compulsory adoption. However, consider-
long service leave in the figure. ation of the issue has not yet been completed, and | am not
TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: Will the Attorney-General advise presently able to advise this committee as to when it will be
the committee of the number of FTEs, and any other staffingompleted.
components, employed under the consumer affairs program? The CHAIRMAN: | guess this is a related question (and
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The number of full-time |know that it would be of interest to the Minister for Health):
equivalents is 220. the terminology used on some of the packaging, such as
TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: And there is no other staffing ‘natural’ ‘light’, and so on (and | understand that there is no
other than the FTEs? Is that the full component of staffing?lefinition of those terms) is, in effect, misleading. Is that
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: We have given the member something that also comes within your responsibility, either
the FTE figure, which is what | presume she wanted. at the state level or, more likely, in conjunction with the
TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: Well, | did ask for any other federal authorities?
staffing components. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Commissioner would
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: We are not sure what that be pleased to respond to that question also.
question means. Mr BODY COAT: Mr Chairman, while that does, in fact,
TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: Well, | will take the FTEs as involve issues related to health, it also involves issues about
read. | refer the Attorney-General to the same page and thmisleading or deceptive conduct. At present, it is possible,
same operating statement, under ‘Regulatory fees’. It showsubject to there being sufficient evidence, to examine issues
an increase in regulatory fees last year to this current budgef that nature (that is, deceptive labelling) with a view to
of $1.760 million, and an increase over the past 15 monthtaking prosecution action under either the Fair Trading Act
of some $2.19 million. Will the Attorney-General provide a or the Trade Practices Act. In the case of the Trade Practices
breakdown of where fees have increased and the nature of thet, | should point out, though, that this issue is the responsi-
increase, in percentage terms, over the past year, and abjity of the Australian Competition and Consumer Commis-
areas of increase, in similar terms, for the current year? sion. However, liaison between the two agencies would allow
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The increase in regulatory us to refer that to them.
fees, as part of the department’s saving strategies, is TheCHAIRMAN: | appreciate that the dairy industry is
$1.281 million. The increase in regulatory fees, owing to theundergoing significant deregulation, but dairy farmers are
3.9 per cent CPI adjustment (a formula we inherited from theurrently getting a reduced price of 24¢ per litre at the farm
former Liberal government), is $51 000; impact of correctinggate, and yet most supermarkets are charging $1.40 for white
journal to out years estimates, $404 000; and other minamilk, and anything up to $3 for flavoured milk. | know that
variations, $73 000. we do not have price control, but you do not have to be a
To put some flesh on the bones: increases in building anacket scientist to realise that someone is getting milked, and
occupational services; partial recovery of professional anih this case | do not think that it is the cows. Once again, | do
trade registration; casino regulators, recovery of costsjot know whether it is an issue that you can raise through a
corporate affairs, improved compliance arrangements anahinisterial council, but | do not believe that it is peculiar to
associated fee revenue; Land and Business Sale and Conv8puth Australia. The dairy farmers are certainly not getting
ancing Act, introduction of fees for ministerial exemptions;the money, and if you contrast it with manufactured soft
Office of Consumer and Business Affairs, a range of feadrinks, where you do not have the risk element a dairy farmer
increases; trade measurement, partial cost recovery ofs, the mark-ups are enormous. ltis fine to say that there is
professional and trade registration. So, it is true that we haveompetition, but in reality there is none.
put up the fees. TheHon. M .J. ATKINSON: As consumer affairs
TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: Thank you. minister, | do not think there is much that | can usefully add
The CHAIRMAN: Attorney, | realise that a lot of this about the way that price comes together. There are inquiries
comes within the province of the federal government, andnto the dairy industry, and these matters are canvassed, but
they are probably not keen to do too much. | notice that, it is really not a matter for this portfolio.
regard to a lot of supermarket items, we obviously have The CHAIRMAN: The Attorney would be aware that |
ongoing price rises (which you would expect), but there ishave previously raised not supporting price control but
also a much more subtle price rise; that is, altering the weightupporting price justification processes. | guess that is a long-
or the size of the product without necessarily making thaterm battle. The member for Enfield.
clear. As the Attorney would appreciate, with deceptive Mr RAU: My question will probably need to be taken on
packaging, it is possible to make it appear as though there hastice. In relation to the enforcement arm of the Office of
been no change when there is, in fact, a real price increas€onsumer and Business Affairs (that is, the policing aspect
Does the Attorney, through his ministerial council, have anyof it), to what extent do the present array of fines and
discussion relating to marketing codes, or other practices, thaenalties defray the operational costs of that function, which
impact on the average family? is within the department? Are there any future plans to
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: This is a question about change extent of cost recovery, whatever that may be? | am
unit pricing, which is an idea that has a lot to commend it. Ihappy to take the question on notice.
will ask the Commissioner for Consumer Affairs to respond. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am advised that fines for
Mr BODY COAT: The issue of including unit pricing on breaching the Fair Trading Act and other legislation adminis-
the labelling of packages packaged prior to sale is currentltered by Consumer Affairs goes into consolidated revenue.
under investigation by the Standing Committee of OfficialsIn nearly every case it does not come back to the Office of
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Consumer and Business Affairs, but we will look at whatalso includes the area of OCBA. | see nodding heads. In the
does come back and advise the honourable member. understanding we have that that question is answered by the

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | refer to weights and measures. tabling of your document, outside of those designated con-
I was trying to find the act that governs such in Southsultancies were there any other forms of research and reviews
Australia—maybe it is a federal act. How is it policed? Howundertaken in the OCBA program and, if so, do you have de-
can South Australian consumers feel certain that when theils of such research papers and reviews and the cost allo-
go into their local supermarket or store and buy certaircated for their conclusion in last year’s budget and whether
produce for a certain weight that it is accurate? Is it regularifurther costs have been allocated for the 2003-04 budget and
calibrated and do prosecutions take place? who is to conduct those reviews or research papers?

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am astonished that the TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | do not think many of the
member for West Torrens has to ask this question becausensultancies would have been for OCBA, but we will take
twice since | have been minister | have visited the trade¢he question on notice and separate them. We tabled that
measurement section of the Office of Consumer and Busineggaph earlier in proceedings, so all the consultancies for the
Affairs and it is located in his electorate at West Thebartonportfolio were tabled, but we will extract the Office for
| will ask the Commissioner to elaborate. Consumer and Business Affairs consultancies for you.

Mr BODYCOAT: The requirements of the Trade  TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: And you will take into consider-
Measurements Act are that every weighing or measuringtion that | am also making a subtle difference between what
instrument in use for trade should be verified as beingould be research, or reviews, and what you may class as
accurate. The system in use in South Australia engagescansultancies?
series of private but licensed repairers and certifiers and the TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes, we take your point.
activities of those repairers and certifiers are regularlyor instance, the tenancies branch is doing a review of the
audited. They provide returns of the instruments they repairesidential tenancies legislation.
and certify and trade measurement inspectors at random test The Hon. D.C. KOTZ: In the operating statement on
the accuracy of those instruments after the repair by thpage 4.122, the amount indicates a reduction in supplies and
repairer or certifier. services by some $1.090 million over the last 15 months. Are

In addition, there is another random program of testingve talking about services being cut? Will the minister explain
instruments in use, whether or not they have been repairethe reduction of over $1 million?

Our estimates are that during the forthcoming year we will TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: These are the kinds of

test of the order of 700 to 750 machines after they have beesavings that the member for Hartley so deplores. We are
repaired or certified and up to 7 000 at random in the generahlking here about procurement, efficiency, getting better
community. deals on tenders, and a reduction in the use of electricity

TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: | refer to page 4.123, looking at (such as energy efficient computers). They are the kinds of
subprograms 2.1 to 2.4. The programs shown at 2.1, 2.2, 2:8uts’, as the member for Hartley would characterise them.
and 2.4 all show a combined profit yield of some $7.323 mil- TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: | think the minister is doing the
lion. Does that amount make up part of the $16.975 milliormember for Hartley a disservice, and | am sorry to hear that
shown as regulatory fees? efficiency cuts are not part of your program.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: All the revenue raised by TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Alas, the member for New-
OCBA, other than the money raised by tenancies, goes tand was not able to be here earlier in the proceedings, when
consolidated revenue. the member for Hartley was waxing lyrical about savings all

TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: The operating statement itself being cuts.
shows an $824 000 profit. What happens to that amount? TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: It sounds very much like it to me.
Does that in any way reduce the cost of the fifth sub-programip subprogram 2.3 on page 4.124, under ‘performance

which shows an expense of $5.032 million? indicators’ and the quantity line of number of compliance
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: It is a good question—so audits conducted—
good that we will take it on notice. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Page 4.1247?
TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: You spoke earlier of the savings ~ TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: Yes. Under subprogram 2.3,
across the agency and identified an amount. Business and Occupational Services, under ‘number of
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Revenue raising, was it compliance audits conducted’, | notice that, in the previous
not? This is before consumer affairs began. year, it went from a target of 9 000 to some 15 000, which is

TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: No, that was in answer to one of a substantial increase of 6 000. However, this year it is back
the other questions | asked about the regulatory fees increaiethe previous year’s target. The net cost of the program has
of $1.76 million and you gave an answer about savingsliffered in the 2003-04 year by some $1.237 million expecta-
efficiencies across— tion of increased revenue.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: This is revenue raising. The other targets and estimated results throughout the

TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: | thought you explained it as graph do not seem to have changed a great deal, but there
efficiency measures because you talked about a 3.9 per cesgems to be quite an anomaly in this increase of audits. Will
increase or savings. the minister explain the connection? Does it mean that fewer

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: We are talking about fee audits are being conducted? How does that relate to an expec-
increases and when | referred to the 3.9 per cent CPIl increatation of $1.237 million in profit margins from this year’s
I was referring to the formula for increasing fees acrosgarget?
government annually. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Commissioner will be

TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: | believe that in a previous esti- pleased to respond to that question.
mate (which | just happened to overhear) the minister tabled Mr BODY COAT: The variation has two components.

a paper outlining consultancies undertaken across the whokérst, the increase in the number of audits is related to an
of the justice portfolio. | will make a presumption that that expansion of the program and the conduct of larger numbers
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of audits as a consequence. The intention is that that accomever had any intention of delivering. They rely on the fact
panies the reduction in the complexity of annual reporting bythat small business proprietors will panic because they do not
licensed occupations, who now lodge a much simpler reportvant to get their name in Dunn & Bradstreet. It is generally
However, on each occasion, the report has the potential to lmalled blowing or false invoicing. There never was a service
audited to check that, in fact, it is accurate. At the introduc-and they expect people to pay up, effectively in terror. For the
tion of that auditing program, the number of audits increasethoment, that covers the range of extant scams as far as |
significantly. In the forthcoming year, it is expected that theknow.
number of audits will not need to be as high. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | have been in correspond-
The change in the dollar numbers is related to what thence with the member for Flinders about another one, and
auditing uncovers that requires rectification by way of athat is the publication of an index of very important or
variation to a licence, for example, or by way of peopledistinguished people, and it involves an offer to be listed in
having to become licensed, where previously they were nothis directory. It is sent to a vast number of people, and a
Fees are attached to all those measures. If further detail gentleman on Eyre Peninsula applied, saying that he was a
required in relation to the nature of the fees and the breakustice of the peace and would be willing to pay however
downs, | will have take that on notice. However, in generamuch money to be listed in the directory. After some months,
terms, that is the way it works. he contacted us saying that he had tried to contact the
The CHAIRMAN: Are any current scams operating? In promoter and had been unable to get an answer to the
the past, we have had the Nigerian operatives, the pyrami@estion as to when the directory was to be published. |
schemes and the chain letters. Are we scam free at tt@ather that that operation has gone to New Zealand now.
moment? Mr RAU: A person approached me who received a
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No, there are always new Promise of tens of thousands of dollars, or more perhaps.
scams, and among them are those fax scams run from a TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Readers Digest?
company in the United Kingdom. This company faxes out Mr RAU: That was one, but this was another one. It came
survey forms and asks the people who receive the fax to fiput of Geneva, and all they had to do was send back a cheque
in the survey. In the case of the anti Iraq war survey, itfor $50 to help with the cost of processing and they could get
claimed that the results would be passed on to Prime Ministéheir cheque for $250 000. Some very clever person wrote
John Howard or, in the case of the SARS survey, that iback to them and said, ‘l am quite happy for you to deduct the
would be used for research by a Queensland university. Org50 and send me a cheque for the balance.’ | do not think
fills out the boxes, or multiple choice questions, on the faxthey got their money.
and then one is invited to fax it back on a 190 number. Itis My question is of a more general nature. Given the range
disclosed that there will be small cost. The trouble is that, iof legislation that OCBA is required to operate within and the
the fax goes slowly, that cost could be up to $50, of which thextent of the activities that OCBA has, is there any scope for
promoter gets the lion's share. some harmonisation of the range of legislative measures or
So, these can be quite lucrative scams. There is nthe range of penalties or any of the independently arrived at
evidence that the anti-war sentiments were passed on tequirements that are imposed on the office that could deliver
Prime Minister Howard, and there is no evidence that aome sort of efficiency gains or revenue gains for OCBA? |
Queensland university is researching the effects of SARS orealise that is a very general question.
tourism. That scan has come to my attention recently, and the The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: So general it might have
Commissioner would be happy to alert the committee tawome from the Chairman! | have not considered that matter
others. before, although | have been in communication with the
Mr BODY COAT: There are regular resurgences in themember for Enfield constantly about fair trading matters. |
popularity of the Nigerian scam. Currently, we have twowill ask the Commissioner for Consumer Affairs to respond
separate scams circulating—both claiming to be sons of thiéhe wishes to.
late dictator in Nigeria, | believe; both having different Mr BODYCOAT: The issue is one that might better be
names; and both talking about different amounts of monegpnswered once a number of reviews that are currently under
that they want to get out of the country. way or about to begin have been completed. As members
In relation to other types of scams, we have noticed avould be aware, the Residential Tenancies Act is currently
recurrence in the international lottery scams, which appedreing reviewed. There is under way an examination by the
now to be very popular in the Netherlands and Spain. Thereorking party on the member for Enfield’s own report into
seems to have been a decrease in activity in the Canadi@anactices in the real estate industry. We have recent reviews
generation of those kinds of scams, and we have found alsaf a couple of the pieces of licensing legislation that we
that they link up with a number of pre-payment type scamsadminister and, in addition, it is proposed that we review the
where you are asked to acknowledge receipt of a piece d¢fair Trading Act to look at a number of issues, such as
correspondence and to pay in advance of receiving a benefithether or not we have the right range of penalties.
They all work in a similar way: there is nothing at the other  In fact, part of the examination will look at bringing the
end, and they are really after your money but hold out thepenalty regime more into line with the penalty regime that
promise of easy returns and cheap money. operates under the Trade Practices Act to provide such things.
In addition, some scams are circulating at present thdt is far from a decision being made, | should say. If followed
have all been the subject of recent publicity. These scamall the way through, it will provide a range of penalties such
focus on pseudo small business and offer the opportunity tas enforceable undertakings, and, although there is a variation
make money at home. We have heard of the Edward L. Greawn that theme in the Fair Trading Act at the moment, it does
scheme and the chain letter scheme. Occasionally, they maket really have the effect that we would have hoped.
resurgences. A number of false invoicing scams have circu- In addition, we anticipate that being able to undertake
lated over the last 12 months. An invoice is sent which claimseviews of other legislation such as the Associations Incorpo-
to be for a service that was never delivered and which theyation Act will also strengthen our hand in relation to
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enforcement issues. It would be our expectation that wand circulated in the community as well as to MPs in their
should examine the way in which those pieces of legislatiorlectorate offices.

relate to other pieces of legislation within the portfolio area. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes.

It clearly makes sense, then, to consider whether there is TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: | found this to be particularly
scope for harmony in the way in which those issues aréeneficial, as it certainly enabled MPs to alert members of
managed and the penalties that apply. their community of any fraudulent activity, whether it be

The CHAIRMAN: To the credit of the car industry, ithas Sc@ms being tried on innocent constituents, individuals
improved on some of the things that used to happen yea;gadmg Wltho_ut a licence, or it cou!d be a list of dangerous
ago, but with backyard car sales it is difficult to require atoyS Or appliances that were being withdrawn from the
private individual to give some indication of the roadworthi- Market. Does OCBA still produce this type of material and,

ness or a general disclosure based on honest knowledge, dhgo. Where is it distributed? If not, will the minister consider

so on. It seems to be a problem that, in the private area, tH8aking that happen? _ ,
backyarders can sell a heap on wheels without regard to TheHon.M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Newland's

safety concerns or considerations, and not being honest [gcollection is accurate. OCBA does produce that material.
terms of disclosure. Has any thought been given to tackling think some of it is on the web site, but | will ask the

that issue, as well as the general aspect of having more op&Pmmissioner to flesh out the answer. - o
and accountable transactions at the private level? Mr BODYCOAT: The avenue by which the material is

. published is the licensing register, which appears on the
. TheHon. M ~J. ATKINSON: The nature of backyarders OCBA web site. By virtue of the several licensing acts that
in the motor vehicle trade is that they do not want to dra

. e . Wyve administer, a licensee who is, let us say, an occupational
attention to themselves, so it is hard to catch up with then]icensee (because that captures most of them) and who is

Pnu;rvg?hi?lq]hzkgrigé?boég nwuu,?g;:‘g]}/\/%ﬁ;oeusn?htgyb:rz?i"r"g%onvicted. of an offence against one of the pieces of legisla-
Indeed, | have read a recent case in the Supréme Court bef bn_ administered within the; office has that conviction
AN ! . L orded as part of the register, and the register is now
Justice Mullighan _and, like the MotorT_rade Association, | ublished on the web site. On each occasion on which a
thought the reduction of penalty was lenient on a backyarde ignificant prosecution produces a significant result (and

We warn members of the public that there is no warrantghere have been several of those recently), a media release is
when one is a party to a private sale, and | think that theyrepared and, in most instances, that is picked up by the
difficulty with introducing warranties for private sales is that Advertiser and published, although sometimes the articles are
it would tend to encourage the trade, and we do not want tgery small. In the case of licensing breaches, there are general
encourage the trade. We want to encourage people to bygtters—open letters—to the licensees and the organisations
from licensed motor vehicle dealers who are regulated ijvhich represent them, which letters disclose the activity in
accordance with the current law. relation to a number of issues, but one of those is, in fact,

The Chairman may have seen that | announced at Metrigrosecutions of licensees.
Holden on Port Road at Thebarton that the government would The main focus of OCBA's prosecution activity over the
be considering introducing a cooling off period for the lastcouple of years has, in fact, been on securing compliance
purchase of used cars, but that would only be for a purchagith the occupational licensing legislation. There is at present
from a licensed dealer. | think that a cooling off period is ano single point on which all the outcomes of prosecution
useful measure, because used cars are unique, unlike négtivity will be published. Subject to whatever other com-
cars, and potential purchasers can be pressured into makiftgnts the minister might wish to make, | am certainly
a decision that they later regret, particularly over questiongrepared to consider whether that could be achieved.
of finance. In many cases, a purchaser signs a document TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: Yes, | understand that the annual
about purchasing a used car and thinks that it is subject t@port covers much of the material that we are talking about
finance, but later finds out that the detail means that it is nos a matter of public record.
subject to finance and is forced to go ahead with the purchase Mr BODY COAT: It does.
without finance. | think that a cooling off period would be a ~ TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: I am not thinking so much about
useful thing. Indeed, the Motor Trades Association is quitdhe extensive material that is involved in the production of
sympathetic to it, and Metro Holden has been voluntarilyboth those areas, but something more like a fact sheet, which
applying it for a number of years. could certainly be of value in the community. | will leave that

With respect to the question of roadworthiness tests‘fv'th the minister.

really, that is more a matter for the department of transpor, In last year's estimates, we talked about the progress of

than the Office of Consumer and Business Affairs. | think wet e new code that was introduced into the Retail and Com-

;  off N fth ion of roadworthin ercial LeasesActforca;uaI mall licences. The cpde, asthe
are better off staying out of the question of roadwort essr,ATjttorneywouId know, outlines the framework within which

The CHAIRMAN: | was thinking not so much of gmg|l pusiness can receive fair treatment from shopping
warranties on a private sale but Qf an honest dlsclosure..demres, and so on. | asked the then attorney to give me a
guess people can take a remedy in the court, but the realigg,mmitment to continue to monitor the progress of the new
is that most people cannot, and WI|! not. | think itis a mattersgde and examine ways in which this model may be extended
that could be explored at another time. to include similar situations. The then attorney gave me that

TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: This question does have a certain commitment at the time. Can the minister advise the commit-
relativity to one of the issues that we have recently discussetee whether problems were detected and reported in that area,
| seem to recall that, some years ago, breaches of legislatiend of any progress that may have been made to date?
requirements by traders, builders, dealers and other commer- TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Commissioner has
cial enterprises were documented by OCBA in either a facindicated that he would be happy to answer that question. |
sheet or a brochure of some description that | vaguely recaltjo recall that the question of casual mall licensing was an
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initiative of Nick Xenophon and was supported by the then Mr S. Everard, Secretary, South Australian Multicultural
Labor opposition, and we amended a bill which the therand Ethnic Affairs Commission.

attorney-general had before the parliament. We just took the

opportunity to tack regulation of casual mall licensingonto TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Again, there will be no

a government bill. As it turned out, the bill was no longeropening statement, as there has not been an opening statement
necessary after a period, and the Hon. Trevor Griffin, to hisll day, giving the opposition the maximum time for ques-
credit, reintroduced our provisions, made them a governmefions.

bill and put them through parliament, which | think was very ~ Mr SCALZI: | will make a brief opening statement. One

sporting of him. | just want to acknowledge that. of Australia’s and, indeed, South Australia’s greatest assets
TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: Which you also did during last is its rich cultural and linguistic diversity. This includes our

estimates. multi-faiths whilst acknowledging our indigenous heritage.
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | never forget a good turn. People from around the world have come to settle here and

The Commissioner will flesh out the answer. have helped to make our great state what it is today. Indeed,

Mr BODY COAT: The code contemplates review at thein 1838 we had the first big influx of migrants from a non-
end of 12 months of its operation. As | recall, it commencecEnglish speaking background, Germany. They settled in
operation in September last year, and the anniversary is y&iemzig and Felixstow (Felixstow being in my electorate)
to arrive. However, the first 12 months of its operation will and later Hahndorf and the Barossa Valley.
be reviewed and a report provided to the Attorney by the | am informed that in about 1910, 11 per cent of the
Retail Shop Leases Advisory Committee on the firstpopulation of South Australia spoke German, so we have had
12 months of operation. a tradition. South Australia is a state of immigrants, and

There has been ongoing casual contact with the membensulticulturalism is a significant resource and strength which
of the committee in the time in which the code has been irhas had many benefits for our state. Migrants have contri-
operation. | am not aware, as a consequence of that contabijted greatly to the social, economic and cultural life of our
of any particular instance of difficulty in the operation of the state. Migrants have provided not only the energy but many
code having been brought to my attention or to the attentioof the ideas and enterprises for South Australia’s ongoing
of any other member of the committee. However, the revievgocial and economic development. Our recognition of these
at the end of the first year of operation of the code will, incontributions have been enshrined in recent events, such as
fact, provide us with an opportunity to formally canvass thatHarmony Day and other cultural occasions which call for us
issue. to reflect upon and celebrate our cultural diversity and which

TheHon. D.C. KOTZ: | note that, in the annual report emphasise Australia’s traditional values of equality, justice,
from the Office of Consumer and Business Affairs, OCBAfairness and mateship.
reports that it has maintained its involvement in the govern- - As an Australian from a migrant background, | am very
ment's small business network, which comprises representvolved in and committed to Australia’s multiculturalism.
tives from state and federal government agencies. The keybelieve that immigrants in South Australia have made a
objective of the network, as the annual report defines, is timassive contribution to this state, our economy and our
foster communication and information sharing across agercommunity. We must also take into account our British
cies, to understand contemporary issues facing small businessritage. We owe a lot to that heritage and the greatest gift it
and, therefore, enable the government to provide better sefias given us is the Westminster system of government.
vice and information to South Australian businesses. Is this The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: And the rule of law.

network still current and, if so, will OCBA be initiating a ~ pr SCALZI: And the rule of law. On 29 July last year
strategy or project dealing with the most recent contemporanyring estimates the Attorney said:

ﬁgﬁ resfg;ZTha(althl::ws?tsight?:;osfg\gr?? duall;‘t,l[?: d?:]gswgetlgdmg | promise to be far more generous in allowing omnibus questions
) ! and answering them more promptly.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes, the network still exists . . .
and the Commissioner will deal with the question of whethefNOne of the six omnibus questions that were asked last year
it has deliberated on shop trading hours. It would have t&'ave been answered.
have moved very swiftly to do that since it was only just 1 n€Hon.M.J. ATKINSON: On? .
through the parliament. Mr SCALZI: Multicultural affairs. In the circumstances

Mr BODYCOAT: The small business network is an in- &8s | have stated, | am reluctant to rely on the Attorney’s
formal network of a collection of state and commonwealth@SSurances and, prior to commencing this year's estimates
government agencies with interest in the small business fielgommittee, | ask for the Attorney’s commitment that he will
It does not have any formal mandate and its purpose is main?”SWQr the questions asked during estimates and that he will
to provide an opportunity for the exchange of information,d this within the Premier's two week deadline.
enabling the constituent agencies to inform themselves about The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Trust me again.
what others have encountered and to work out whether they Mr SCALZI: The report of the evaluation of the access
need to be able to do anything about it themselves. The ne&nd equity strategy released by the South Australian Multicul-
work has not met since the most recent developments in tHgral and Ethnic Affairs Commission (SAMEAC) in
debate on trading hours and, as a consequence, there is dghe 1997 was designed to provide a strategy where all South
any opportunity yet for the network to form a position on Australians could have fair access to an equitable share of

those issues. government services regardless of their background and
TheCHAIRMAN: | am conscious of the time. Itis time communication skills; and to ensure that all government

now to examine the Office of Multicultural Affairs. agencies recognise the need to deliver services in a culturally
inclusive manner. Will the Attorney advise the committee

Additional Departmental Advisers: what steps the government has taken to implement the

Ms J. De Leo, Director, Office of Multicultural Affairs. recommendations of the report and indicate how much
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funding has been allocated to the continuation of thismpresses me is St Anna’s at Brompton, which combines
initiative within the 2003-04 budget? people of Ukrainian, Belarus and Croatian background, and

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am glad the member for they live happily together. A number of elderly people of
Hartley asks such a pertinent question. The state governmefihglo background also live in the hostel. And there are other
is committed to ensuring equitable access to governmersccesses.
services, including access and equity reporting requirements But it is a commonwealth program and, in so far as it
and renewed efforts to ensure availability of interpreters iraffects the state, my ministerial colleague Stephanie Key
critical areas. The 2001-02 Access and Equity Report hasould have to answer those questions. But | understand the
been printed and distributed, and the 2002-03 report is dumember’s concern. | hope the successes to date continue. It
for completion this October. In addition, agencies will beseems to me that the next community that will be looking for
required to report on access and equity in their annual reportaged care appropriate for their elderly is the Viethamese
A new access and equity implementation framework has beesommunity.
developed for agencies to adopt during the next 12 to 18 Mr SCALZI: It is not only for aged care but also for
months. other individuals with disabilities from non-English speaking

The framework requires public sector agencies to carry outackgrounds. In fact, the Attorney would be aware that the
and report on results, for example, consultation carried ousocial Development Committee is looking at the reference
with culturally diverse communities, culturally appropriate of supported accommodation and—
services and programs, collection of client data and statistics, The CHAIRMAN: The member should ask his question,
cultural awareness training for staff, use of the ethnic presstherwise we will run out of time.
and other media and use of interpreters and translated Mr SCALZI: | thank the Attorney for his answer. At the
material, to name just a few. Comprehensive information ofast election, Labor pledged to ‘improve the cultural and
the 2001 census of population and housing, and related to olinguistic diversity of the membership of government boards
state’s diverse population, is being provided to state and locaind committees to ensure that they serve effectively the
government agencies to help them improve service deliveryvhole community and make use of all kinds of skills and

The interpreting and translating centres recruited anéxpertise available’. | note that the funding for sub-pro-
trained a pool of new interpreters in Port Pirie. These nevgram 4.3 on page 4.134, coordination and advice for multicul-
interpreters will work primarily in the public health system tural services, has been decreased by $100 000 in this budget.
and in the law courts. Simultaneously, a process has bedPan the Attorney advise the committee if this initiative will
started for the recruitment and training of interpreters in thée affected by this funding cut and, if not, can he advise the
Riverland to revitalise the pool of interpreters in that region,committee which initiatives of this sub-program will have to
and | held forth about that for some time in question timebe pulled back or cut—or savings made, as he has been
recently. The South Australian Multicultural and Ethnic saying?

Affairs Commission actively pursues this matter on the TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The budget for OMA and
government’s behalf. The commission has listed access alBAMEAC will increase in the next financial year. The loss
equity as a priority. On the question of funding, | will ask of money to which the member refers is the loss of the
Ms De Leo to amplify. carryover, as is occurring so often.

Ms De LEO: Access and equity, or ensuring equitable In regard to appointing people from a non-English
access to government services for people of cultural angpeaking background, I think one or more persons from such
linguistically diverse backgrounds, represents core businessbackground has been appointed to the Residential Tenancies
of the agency. Therefore, funds across most of the project&ibunal which, of course, is within the consumer affairs part
and programs of the Office of Multicultural Affairs and the of my portfolio. The Solicitor-General (whose appointment
commission are dedicated to ensuring that. So, those fundgas criticised by the Liberal opposition, albeit not by the
are embedded within many of those projects and programshadow attorney-general) is from a non-English speaking
I do not have a precise figure here: | would have to extradbackground; and also the latest Supreme Court appointment,
that figure from each of those projects and programs to givdustice Sulan, was born in Prague in Czechoslovakia and is
atotal. part of the Orthodox Jewish congregation in South Australia.

Mr SCALZI: My next question is: supported accommo-  Mr SCALZI: | have a supplementary question. Can the
dation for aged in South Australia is an issue of high priorityAttorney give us the value of the carryover sum?
for both the government and the opposition. Nowhere isthe TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | reiterate that the core
need for such services in higher demand than in multiculturdbudget has increased and the carryover, in accordance with
communities. In fact, according to SAMEAC's Access andusual practice, has been lost.

Equity Report, the greatest number of South Australian Mr KOUTSANTONIS: In terms of the government
individuals with low or poor English skills are aged over spreading its message of services through the ethnic media,
65 years and their numbers are increasing, as the post-wHnave a number of constituents in my electorate from diverse
immigrant population is also an ageing population. Will thebackgrounds who rely solely on ethnic media for their
Attorney advise the committee what funding has beernnformation in terms of changing laws, new regulations,
allocated in the 2003-04 budget to programs designed tspeed limits and other driving issues, and all sorts of govern-
ensure that culturally sensitive and appropriate solutions amaent programs that have been changed. Is the government
found for supported accommodation for migrants? considering, as it has in Victoria, allocating a percentage of

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: It is a commonwealth all government advertising to ethnic media?
program and OMA and SAMEAC are not directly responsible  TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | wrote to all portfolio chief
for it, but there are many examples across the metropolitaexecutives shortly after | came to office urging them to use
area of successful hostels and nursing homes for people otlae ethnic media and to set aside funds in their budget for this
non-English speaking background. In the course of myurpose. | hope, later, to monitor whether there has been
doorknocking | go into some outstanding hostels. One thatompliance with that.
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But it is worth mentioning at this point that it is important, explanation of this financial result, including components of
if the ethnic press wants to get government advertising, thaevenue and expenses?
their circulation be properly audited, and we would preferto 4. On page 4.134, one of the performance commentary
deal with ethnic media that use conventional methods ofemarks regarding coordination and advice states that a
auditing their circulation. So, | think there is a quid pro quoweekly report on ethnic press is provided to the minister.
in government advertising in the ethnic press. But | accept th&iven that the government has committed to providing the
member for West Torrens’ point that, in trying to publicise opposition with access to all taxpayer-funded media monitor-
routine changes to the law, it is very important to get thening, can the Attorney advise the committee why this weekly
out through not just the ethnic press but also ethnic radio. media report has not been forwarded to the opposition, and

| am often surprised when doorknocking how often | will Will he endeavour to rectify this situation?
come to the home of a family from a non-English-speaking 5. According to Labor’s election policy, as follows:
background and the radio is on—radio Doriforos for Greeks, The racism and xenophobia which has gripped too many in this
Radio Italiana at the shop of Tony Tailoring, or EBI FM. So country in recent times is still leaving deep scars and is even pitching

L - o ' neighbour against neighbour, family member against family member
Ir:vc\jlloalr? dar;)g;?f;rttgn;g)aglgf f?(c))rrnn rr;u Egg-t:znr?gmﬁngsz;ﬁi%g”d regrettably in some cases migrant against migrant.
background and the question is most pertinent, and it ign. pagg 4.132, listed as an agency objective, is. the’ gqal of
incumbent upon me to follow up on the proportion of the uilding ‘a safe, harmonious and prosperous society’. Given

advertising budget that is being spent on the ethnic press arEEJiS objective, will the Attorney provide funding and content
ethnic radio. etails of initiatives and programs that the government will

R . implement during 2003-04 to achieve this goal?
I should add that the state government is willing to invest "p o tyon M .3 ATKINSON: Could | add that using the
funds in the Riverland in cooperation with the Riverland;q ., ost’ to explain the carryover was probably not a

councils to try to get a transmitting tower for SBS in the g|icitous expression on my part. The money remains within
Riverland. Itis important to get SBS radio broadcasting fromy, o justice portfolio.

Sydney into the Riverland and, in particular, to get the  tho cHAIRMAN: | point out that members can put
Punjabi program there for the large Sikh community arounq, ;astions on notice—
Glossop. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: —at any time.
The CHAIRMAN: Our time has— The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |
Mr SCALZI: If possible, | would like to read questions declare the examination completed.
to be taken on notice.

The CHAIRMAN: The member will have to be very ~ M RAU: I move: _
quick. That the committee do now adjourn.

Mr SCALZI: In relation to the questions | asked the ~TheHon.D.C.KOTZ: | rise on a point of order,

Attorney_General’ in response to my |ast question, he Sa|Mr Chairman. | W|Sh to put on the record the prOtest Of '[hIS
that the amount was lost. side of the committee that, as the member for Hartley had

1. Could the Attorney-General advise the actual amoun‘fnIy two questions Ieft_and his entitlement, _therc_sfqre, his
: right to ask those questions has been tested in this instance.
lost in dollar terms? ;
. . . I am happy to second the motion.

2. Will the Attorney advise the committee ho‘_N much  The CHAIRMAN: | make the point that the member for
funding was provided to the South Australian Multicultural o jey chose to make a lengthy statement, which cuts into
and Ethnic Affairs Commission during 2002-03, and whetheg;,o question time.
there was a surplus? If so, can the Attorney advise the ThaHon. D.C. KOTZ: Thatis his choice. Mr Chairman
committee whether this money has been carried over a%s you should know. ' '
additional funding for SAMEAC during 2003-047? Motion carried.

3. I note that net income for interpreting and translating

services is estimated to decrease by 42 per cent during 2003- At 6.33 p.m. the committee adjourned until Thursday
04. Can the Attorney provide the committee with a detailedl9 June at 11 a.m.



