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to the minister, not to the minister’s advisers. The minister
may refer questions to advisers for a response. | also advise
that, for the purposes of the committee, some freedom will
be allowed for television coverage by allowing a short period
of filming from the northern gallery.

| declare the proposed payments open for examination and
refer members to appendix D, page 3, in the Budget State-
ment and part 9, pages 9.7 to 9.39, Volume 3 of the Portfolio
Statements. | now invite the minister to make an opening
statement.
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Members: TheHon. J.D. HILL: As the Treasurer has commented,
Ms E.E. Bedford this budget is economically and environmentally sound. This
Mr P. Caica is a budget to balance the books and to protect the environ-

ment. In 2003-04, my portfolios have been boosted with a 5.3
per cent expenditure increase in real terms over the expected
budget outcome for 2002-03. The portfolios’ total expendi-
ture budget will rise to $292.4 million. This increase has been
achieved while also delivering $10.3 million in savings to
government.

The departmental structure for the environment portfolio
was completely overhauled in the government’s first year.
We now have a framework to manage the state’s natural
environment that is more strategic and responsive. As today’s

Department for Environment and Heritage, $92 651 000 Proceedings will examine each agency in my portfolios

Administered Items for the Department for Environment Separately, | will provide a brief overview of each agency,
and Heritage, $3 838 000 highlighting their respective roles and responsibilities, and

provide details of new funding received for key initiatives
Witness: prior to each session. | will also outline the saving measures
The Hon. J.D. Hill, Minister for Environment and to be implemented by each agency.
Conservation, Minister for the River Murray The Department of Environment and Heritage (DEH) has
undergone an internal restructure in the past 12 months. DEH
has key roles to:
provide policy advice and leadership on the environmental
sustainability of human activities, conservation, use and
enjoyment of natural and cultural heritage and the public
land estate; and
- manage and conserve our public land, special places, and
The CHAIRMAN: Changes to committee membership  wildlife on behalf of government for the use, benefit, and
will be notified as they occur. Members should ensure that enjoyment of all South Australians.
the chair is provided with a completed request to be disThis time last year, | announced the formation of the Office
charged form. If the minister undertakes to supply informa-of Sustainability (O0S) to drive the sustainability agenda
tion at a later date, it must be submitted to the committe@cross government. OoS was established on 1 July 2002,
secretary by no later than Friday 25 July. Both minister andulfilling a major election commitment, and it has since been
lead speaker can make a brief opening statement, if they wishctively raising the level of awareness of sustainability and
There will be a flexible approach to giving the call for eco-efficiency in government, business, industry and the
guestions based on approximately three questions perider community.
member. Supplementary questions will be the exception, not | am pleased to announce today that the Office of Zero
the rule. A member who is not part of the committee may, atVaste SA will be established from 1 July 2003. The office
the discretion of the chair, ask a question. The questions mugiill develop the State Waste Strategy to cut South Australia’s
be based on lines of expenditure in the budget papers amdliance on landfill. The board will be appointed under new
must be identifiable or referenced. | do not insist thatiegislation to be introduced later this year.
members read those out at the time of the question, because As to budget highlights for 2003-04, in 2003-04 DEH
it takes up a lot of time of the committee, but if membersbudget expenditure will increase by $11.1 million to a total
wander into the unknown, | will bring them back. However, of $153.9 million—an increase in real terms of 5.3 per cent.
I do not ask members to identify a line unless it is essentialhe new funding programs for DEH include:

Ms V. Ciccarello

The Hon. |.F. Evans
Mr R.M. Goldsworthy
Dr D. McFetridge

The Committee met at 11 a.m.

Departmental Advisers:
Mr A. Holmes, Chief Executive, Department for Environ- -
ment and Heritage.
Mr R. Janssan, Director, Business Services.
Mr T. Brumfield, Chief Finance Officer.

to clarify the question. Members unable to complete their
questions during the proceedings may submit them as
questions on notice for inclusion in the assemhlgtice
Paper. .
There is no formal facility for the tabling of documents
before the committee. However, documents can be supplied
to the chair for distribution to the committee. The incorpora-
tion of material inHansard is permitted on the same basis as-
applies in the house; that is, that it is purely statistical and
limited to one page in length. All questions are to be directed

fire management: $10 million over the next four years to
better protect our state’s national parks from the ravages
of bushfire;

Zero Waste SA: $5.5 million to fund a new statutory
waste entity (Zero Waste SA) to coordinate efforts
throughout the state to avoid and minimise waste and to
encourage recycling;

coast and marine conservation: $3.8 million to progress
the Metro Coast Strategy, a sustainable coast protection
strategy to maintain the amenity of the metropolitan
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coastline; $250 000 to support the introduction of legislato the 20 per cent and 44.5 per cent price increases in 2001
tion and the establishment of the Adelaide Dolphinand 2002 respectively. This program has been under increas-
Sanctuary; ing pressure over the past few years due to economic pressure
Nature Conservation: $1.8 million to implement the Oneon the provider, as well as improved availability of alternative
Million Trees/Urban Forest program, which aims toimagery, for example, satellite imagery and airborne video.
protect our natural environment and to improve the urban DEH will cease the cyclic aerial photography program but
environment, including external funding of $350 000; andwill continue to acquire project based aerial photography to
$200 000 for the transfer of the Unnamed Conservatiosupport DEH programs as needed. DEH staff will still
Park to its traditional owners; manage the acquisition of photography to support departmen-
public land management: $2.8 million to progress reforntal programs, generate terrain models and ortho-photographs,
of crown landholdings in South Australia through theundertake satellite image analysis and manage the aerial
freeholding of perpetual leases; photo archive. Mapland will continue to provide aerial
capital investing budget: $2 million additional funding to photography products to the broader community. A process
undertake essential asset replacement and maintenartas been established to manage changes to the aerial photo-
within the state’s parks and gardens, including replacegraphic program and 10.8 FTEs will be redeployed elsewhere
ment of infrastructure at Wilpena Pound Resort in thewithin DEH or the broader Public Service leading to savings
Flinders Ranges; of $800 000 per year.
Green City: $500 000 to advance sustainable development Rationalisation of Internal Design Publishing Services.
in the CBD as part of the across-agency Green City DEH undertook a publications review in October 2002.
initiative, to which | am the lead minister. It should be Following that review DEH will no longer have a volume of
noted that this funding has been allocated to the Premierjgublication work that justifies the retention of a dedicated
portfolio. design publishing unit. Minimum savings of $150 000 will
Savings Measures for 2003-04. be achieved through the rationalisation of publications and
The budget focuses spending on core environmentdhe resulting closure of the design publishing unit. Eight staff
business. That has meant some funding reallocations.  will be affected and redeployed in DEH or elsewhere in the
Closure of the Environment Shop. SA Public Service. Rationalisation of DEH publication needs
For example, DEH will close the loss-making Environ- have already commenced and the unit will close from
ment Shop. This decision has been criticised by some wh July 2003.
believe the government should continue to subsidise a shop Metro Coast Sand Management.
in prime CBD real estate. As minister, | had the choice of Ongoing community consultation has slowed the trial
continuing to lose hundreds of thousands of dollars on thdredging of the Semaphore breakwater by one year. A
Environment Shop or increase spending on, for examplejeferral of $1 million expenditure for South Australian sand
bushfire management in the state’s reserves. The totalanagement is expected as the proposed trial dredging will
operating cost of the shop is approximately $354 000 penot occur in 2003-04 in order to undertake additional public
annum, including the salaries of the four staff ($196 000) andonsultation and further assessment of the environmental
the lease of the premises ($120 000 per annum). Giveimpacts associated with that trial.
budgeted retail sales of $89 000 in 2003-04, the budgeted loss Efficiency Measures.
for the Environment Shop is $266 000. DEH will be implementing a number of efficiency
Closure of the Environment Shop is budgeted to saveneasures, including a reduction in operating costs across
approximately $160 000 in 2003-04 and $200 000 per annurcorporate and divisional service areas. This action will
thereafter. This incorporates an allowance of $40 000 improvide savings in the vicinity of $2.5 million and up to 24
2003-04 for decommissioning and the establishment ofull-time equivalent staff will be redeployed or offered
alternative supply arrangements. Services provided by thE&VSPs.
Environment Shop will be incorporated into other existing Review of Performance and Operations at DEH Sites.
locations made accessible through the internet and agency- Management of the state’s botanic gardens will improve
based contact points such as DEH visitor centres. DEH wiland lead to savings of up to $205 000 affecting up to five
also pursue better integration with other government departTEs. In addition, DEH will review the performance and
ments, including the potential expanded use of Service SAurrent management arrangements of sites. Up to five FTEs
centres. Four staff will be affected and will be redeployedmay be impacted and savings of between $304 000 and
elsewhere within DEH or the broader Public Service. $430 000 are likely. The 2003-04 budget for DEH provides
Reductions to Cyclic Aerial Photography. savings in the vicinity of $5.4 million. However, the depart-
DEH currently manages aerial photography by means ahent has attracted new funding of $5.7 million to undertake
afive and 10 year rolling program. Since 1998, this has beeassential fire management activities, establish Zero Waste
delivered by a combination of private sector aircraft and piloiSA, improve environmental conditions in the Port River and
services under contract, together with government navigatiomarker Inlet as part of the Adelaide Dolphin Sanctuary and
camera and film developing services. | have been advisestrive to make Adelaide a more sustainable and ‘green’ city.
that, prior to 1998, the government owned and operated its TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | do not have an opening
own aircraft. Imagery captured under this program is used bgtatement; | am happy to go straight to questions. Page 19.19
various government agencies, as well as by industry and sonoé Budget Paper 4, Volume 3 talks about coastal develop-
members of the community. The contract with the SA aircrafment. Given the head of the department’s recent public
operator expires on 30 June 2003. criticism of coastal development, what action is the govern-
The operator has advised plans to exit the market altogetiment taking in relation to the Sceale Bay development, which
er and has cited non-viable service fees as a primary drivédras caused some controversy of late? Has the Office of
for this decision. Accounts have been provided to governmergustainability provided advice on the proposal and, if so,
to substantiate claims for substantial fee increases, in additiomhat was the advice?
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TheHon. J.D. HILL: The issue of coastal development National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 will be updated to reflect the
is of great interest in our community. As the honourableoutcome of a review of the status of species across South Australia.

member, being a former minister, would probably realiseso, itis certainly our intention to go through that process but
there has been a huge amount of coastal development i{ie are not at the stage where we can go to the community.
South Australia since the history of European settlement, TheHon. |.F. EVANS: So, it was not the intention of the
much of it, in my view and in the view of the head of the goyernment to release a discussion paper on a new bio-
department, inappropriate. There is still enormous pressui@yersity conservation act early this year?

on our coastal areas. The Sceale Bay area, in particular, of TheHon. J.D. HILL: The member will have to tell me
course, is one of some |ntgrest. Earl!er In 'ts. term thQNhat he is referring to and where he got that suggestion. If he
government announced special protections on it (a marlni

i K 1think. for the Sceale B i ould do that, | will let him know what it means. But | cannot
conservation park, | think, for the Sceale Bay sea lions) an collect a statement along those lines. There may well have
made sure that a planned aquaculture development w.

. - . W@den some statement along those lines put forward at some
moved from that site to give protection for the breed'ngstage but | cannot recollect it. Certainly, | know that some
color.1y that eX|§ted there. work is being done on that in the department. The target for
Since that time we have become aware of a proposahp02-03 was: evaluate new legislative approaches to
which has been, | guess, in the pipeline for some time, angjodiversity and conservation in South Australia. That is

that has been the cutting up of a number of blocks on thgytput clause 7, and it did not specify a process of consulta-
peninsula at Sceale Bay. From memory, | think there werggn.

something like 10 blocks, each around 80 to 100 hectares. TheHon. |.E. EVANS: My third question is: Budget

The proposition is that there will be allowed one dwelling oNpaper 3 at page 2.25 outlines the various savings initiatives,

each of those blocks. From a native vegetation protectiog the minister mentioned some of them in his introductory

point of view, | understand that a heritage agreement is iRgmments, through the rationalisation of services (being

place in relation to each of those blocks. There is a footprink o ia| ph ; ; ;
i~ . photography, photographic laboratory, mapping, design

where building can occur. This whole package, as | furthep, pjishing, environment shop and marine heritage survey).

understand it, has been sent to the Native Vegetation Counl,, the minister give a savings allocation to each of those

for its consideration. Once that has occurred, of course, thg.o557 will any of those areas be sold or outsourced and, if
ORp, what is the expected revenue from the sale or saving from

ment processes. Sometime ago the CE expressed some Vigys oy tsourcing? If it is sold, will the Treasury or the agency
about coastal development and, in a moment, | will ask hi eep the money?

if he would care to amplify those particular views. | have hal TheHon. J.D. HILL: In general terms, | think | ad-

?e(jr\é'gﬁ]ggr\zhggﬁ o?hfgrc ge((:)tfioﬁ%?tﬂg?jzlggrtrigﬂtLrﬁms ?tdressed all those issues in my opeping statement and I'wiII
may have been the Coastal Marine Section. | will ask Alla 0 thrpugh some O.f that detail again, but these are savings
Holmes to comment. also ' hat will be made within my portfolio. Treasury already has

’ ) the savings and | now have to find them.

d $200 000 thereafter. In relation to aerial photography, we
o - e looking at $800 000 a year and, in the case of the internal
and the application of development plans which was angegjon hyblishing services, we are looking at $150 000 a year.
nounced by Minister Weatherill a week ago, itintends to deaf; is always difficult for governments to make changes along
with some of those matters that _have been raised. these lines, but when you have to make savings you have to
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Inrelation to page 9.8 of Budget make them, and we decided it was better to look at functions
Paper 4, Volume 3, can the minister advise what has been thghich were not as high a priority as some of the more direct
public reaction to the release of his public discussion pap&fnctions which relate to environmental protection. The
on a new biodiversity conservation act? environment shop, for example, is a nice building and a nice
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I am not aware of any consultation idea, but is losing over $250 000 a year, and it is very hard
paper in relation to that act having been put out, because thete justify that when there is pressure to spend money in the
is no bill in existence. We are talking through the issueseserve system. And we believe we can undertake most of
within the department at a government level. | would hope&hose functions in other ways.
towards the end of the year we will be in a better positionto | relation to internal design, | think we have eight full-

do that. time graphic artists in the Department of Environment and
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: This may be a supplementary Heritage. It is hard to justify eight graphic designers when
question. | understood the government was intending tgou are under pressure to have people work in the national
release a discussion paper on a new biodiversity conservatigarks system and do all the other things that are needed to be
act in early 2003. Was that the government’s intention?  done. The department publishes an enormous number of
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I am not sure from where you are publications and some have very limited audiences: we are
getting that idea. | will read the note | have: looking at how we can reduce the number of publications and
As part of the government’s commitment to more effective natur et a better bang for our buck, so we are getting rid of that
conservation, a review of existing statutory and positive framework&Unction.
for biodiversity conservation is under way. This will complement  In relation to aerial photography, as | have already said,

major reforms associated with creating an independent EPA ange ex mak _Thati rtlv driven h
Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation. A e expect to make $800 000 at is partly driven by the

discussion paper will be prepared to promote a stronger link betweer?f':'ed to make Savings but it is also drll\/en.by the change in
biodiversity planning targets and development planning as it relatechnology. This style of data collection is rapidly being
to ecological sustainability. The threatened species schedules of tiwertaken by satellite and video technology and, indeed, the
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company which was supplying the aeroplane which provided Cultural change, education and awareness programs, ways
the services has indicated that it is no longer willing to do so  to apply greening to work arrangements programs will be
because of cost pressures. The department has undertaken arinvestigated; for example, government employment
analysis of upgrading the camera equipment that would be conditions, OHS&W records management, requirements
required to get into the next generation, if you like, and |  for training and development initiatives, communication,
think the cost was around $2 million. It seems silly to do that  and customer relations.
when that function has been taken over by satellite tech- Collaboration and partnerships with other sectors and
nology. So, this is catching up with what I think most other  spheres of government to facilitate exchanges of informa-
states have already done. It is just recognising that technology tion, knowledge, skills and experience in regard to
is changing. app;roaches to improving corporate environmental
Ms CICCARELLO: I note with interest at page 9.24 of  performance.
the Budget Paper that reference is made to the development | am pleased to announce that, on 2 June, the government
of the Greening of Government Operations program fo@approved the adoption of the GoGO framework to guide the
cabinet’s consideration. Can the minister explain the aim oprocess for the greening of government, and we will work
the program? through that. There is a budget of approximately $200 000 to
TheHon. J.D. HILL: This is an exciting proaram. The Support establishment, implementation and promotion of the
adoption of a single policy framework forgﬂﬁ)e greening offramework. This is an important part of our whole greening
Government Operations (known as GoGO) has been endors@fiSouth Australia—a green city initiative—because part of
by the government as a strategic integrated and collaborativéghat we have to do is to lead by example, and this is the
approach to progressing the government’s environment&lovernment showing that it is going to get its own house in
commitments while providing a means to demonstraté@rder.
leadership to the community through changes in its own MsSBEDFORD: | refer to page 9.36 of the Portfolio
practices that minimise environmental impacts. The GoG®tatements, regarding the funding of a new initiative called
framework will give effect to the key government policy _O!':_e t_'V“”'Ond -'I;refes.d'can the mlnlstetroplease outline this
commitment of: Iniiative and Its Tunaing arrangements
- Building the principles of ecologically sustainable TheHon.J.D. HILL: I WOU|d be delighted to, and | thank
development into government decision making and, wherf!®€ member for the question. The SA Urban Forests—One
relevant, require cabinet submissions to include ar_’n\/“"'lOn Trete(sj pro%ramt;]s part ofaser|et§ OL'”'“S‘“VQS being
assessment of environmental outcomes. The framewofK'P'€mented under the governments broader greening
will also be consistent with the government’s commitment2genda to save open space and our parklands, as well as to
to transparency and accountability by: advance our sustainable development in Adelaide. .
Setting government-wide environmental management 1N€ pProgram was launched on 12 June 2003 in the
targets in key operational areas while allowing agencie§d€laide Parklands, with an aim to undertake plantings
the flexibility to determine the processes and mechanism&Cross 1 000 hectares of Adelaide’s metropolitan open space
used to achieve these targets. System to recreate vegetation types that natura!ly Qccurred
Requiring clear and tangible commitments from al| &CT0SS th_e rehg|on,htheretli)|y h(_;ontnbgtlnﬁ g? b'?q'vﬁri%
agencies to support ESD principles of achieving greenin onservation through establishing native habitat. Itis linke
outcomes: and : irectly to the existing urban forest blodlve.rsr[y program and
o . . is focusing on sites throughout metropolitan Adelaide and
Requiring agencies as part of the annual reporting proce ilising different community groups, employment programs,
to report in a consistent manner on agency activities angiae anq |ocal government, and other agencies, to establish
interventions undertaken to meet agreed targets and goaf§jayings of one million trees over a five-year period between
Actions for putting th.e GoGO pnnmples framework inplace 5003 and 2007.
will be undertaken in stages with an initial focus on the A total of over 110 000 plants will be established in the
following categories: planting season of winter 2003, with over 10 000 of these to
- Eco-efficiency programs that address energy, manageye established in the Adelaide Parklands and the remainder
ment, water efficiency and conservation, waste watefo be planted at key areas of public open space across the
management and waste management. Eco-efficiengyetro area. Approximately 300 000 plants will be established
programs can be accelerated through broadening of theéach year in 2004, 2005 and 2006, with a final follow-up and
existing government programs such as the governmer{pplementary planting in 2007. Action plans will take into
Energy Efficiency Action Plan, the Water Conservationconsideration all known opportunities and constraints,
Partnership Project and the proposed State Waste Strategit|uding public access, safety, and bushfire risk assessment.
to be developed by the recently approved Zero Waste SA. The program has received initial start-up funding of
Government activities, such as travel and fleet manages250 000 in 2002-03, through the Planning and Development
ment procurement and facilities (that is, a green buildingrund administered by Planning SA. These funds are being
m_ﬁnsgement). _gulrrent work Ondgreening these activitiegsed primarily for on-ground works, seed collection and plant
will be more widely progressed across government, irpropagation, site preparation and planting, together with
particular, the development of a new greening criteria anglanning coordination and initial communications activities.
guidelines for government fleet building facilities and An amount of $1.8 million has been allocated to implement
procurement. the program in 2003-04, which comprises: state budget,
Government administrative policies and instructions. A$750 000; Planning and Development Fund, $700 000; allied
review of whole of government guidelines, circulars andfunding, $350 000. The funds will be directed to on-ground
instructions, and strategic operational frameworks fronprojects, coordination, education strategies, resources and
an environmental perspective will be undertaken, with arsupport for youth conservation core teams and Correctional
intention to recommend to cabinet any necessary changeServices teams, monitoring and research activities, project
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planning, communications, and community engagementontinent because of the decline in the gene pool. So, that is
strategies. really what the No Species Loss is about.

Funding through the Natural Heritage Trust (NHT) isalso  In the other part of my portfolio—the water, land and
expected to be available to the urban forestry biodiversitypiodiversity conservation department—a lot of work is, of
program to deliver a range of remnant vegetation manageourse, being undertaken through the development of
ment projects on public and private land and undertakéntegrated natural resource management processes. That will
community capacity building initiatives. Future state fundingmean that there will be a much greater focus on biodiversity
is expected to be at a similar level in 2004-05 and 2005-06putputs and stronger links between what happens on public
with the state budget funds reducing to $450 000 in 2006-07ands and private lands. For example, under the NRM
Commonwealth funding support, through the Naturalarrangements, the Animal Plant Pest Control Commission
Heritage Trust or national action plan for salinity and wateractivities will be integrated with water and other natural
quality, will also be sought via regional natural resourceresource management processes. | am expecting that, through
management funding arrangements. that, we will get resources which will address these issues as

It is anticipated that the One Million Trees program will well.
significantly reduce the impact of greenhouse gas emissions Mr HANNA: If there is no specific money allocated to
on the environment by planting one million trees across théhe No Species Loss strategy, is there at least an officer who
Adelaide city and metropolitan area. has a specific responsibility to ensure that the strategy is

Mr HANNA: | refer to the No Species Loss strategy, for maintained?
which there is a target on page 9.8. Will the minister specify TheHon. J.D. HILL: To give specific details in relation
how much money is going toward that strategy, what it isto the programs in place for this year, the state funded nature
going to be spent on, and when we will see progress with thatonservation program for 2003-04, which is a relevant
project? program, includes projects such as: regional ecological
TheHon. J.D. HILL: The No Species Loss strategy is, SUpport in eight regions, $750 000; the Flinders Ranges
of course, one of the themes that applies across the whole &ounce Back’ $440 000; ecological restoration and Ark on
my portfolio; in particular, it is picked up through the Nature Eyre in the western region, $170 000; statewide endangered
Links program, which | launched over in Ceduna in, | think, species, $261 000; Australia’s virtual herbarium, $180 000;
March or April this year. We have three particular Naturebiological survey of South Australia, $90 000; regional and
Links programs, one called East to West, which goes acrosgate biodiversity planning, $125 000; ecological restoration
the Eyre Peninsula, to provide an integrated approach tand wetlands water link in the South-East, $180 000;
biodiversity conservation along the biogeographic linkuniversity research partnerships development, $160 000;
between Northern Eyre Peninsula and the Western Australig@fological restoration and declining birds in the Mount Lofty
border, and includes linkages with marine conservatiofRanges, $85 000 (which is a really interesting program); and,
initiatives in the Great Australian Bight, and the second on@n ecological restoration of the Coorong and lower lakes
is Cape Borda to Barossa to provide for the management arigigion, $330 000. | am advised that an officer in the depart-
restoration of habitat on Kangaroo Island and to link acros§'ent—Dr Adrian Stokes, the senior project manager—is
Backstairs Passage by the proposed Encounter pilot marifiesponsible
protected area to the Fleurieu Peninsula and Mount Lofty Dr McFETRIDGE: In the budget highlights on page
Ranges and, finally, Bounceback, which is an existing®.89, Paper 4, Volume 3, | refer to the line on completing the
scheme, will be expanded to encompass biodiversity consesite and master plan for the Botanic Gardens. Will the
vation on and off reserve land from the Southern Flinder8otanic Gardens and national parks be under the same water
Ranges to the Gammon Ranges. restrictions as the general public, now that water restrictions
Projects in other parts of the state will also be initiatedare coming in?
once the programs outlined above are well under way. Nature TheHon. J.D. HILL: The Botanic Gardens has a
Links projects will be implemented through existing major commitment to introducing water conservation measures.
initiatives. Program coordination is being undertaken througfT hat is its long-term goal and over time | expect it will make
existing resources, and on-ground actions will be fundedonsiderable changes in the way it operates to achieve that
through a combination of departmental programs. Théong-term goal. In the short term as a result of the water
threatened species recovery (which we have talked aboutgstrictions | understand the Botanic Gardens is in negotiation
habitat restoration, and acquisition and management afith SA Water as to what the restrictions may mean in its
reserves, and external sources, such as the Natural Heritagiecumstances, so it will certainly be subject to some sort of
Trust and partnerships with the regional natural resource®strictions. As you would understand, in relation to SA
management boards. The point to make about No Speci&gater, the restrictions being applied to SA Water customers
Lossis thatitis not really a specific program but a theme thatvolve such things as turning off sprinklers at certain times
will apply across all the activities of the portfolio, so that we of the day and night and they are working through what it
are using the money that we already have to achieve thimay mean in the Botanic Gardens context. | cannot give a
higher goal. more explicit answer at this stage, other than to say that it is
The Nature Links is a particularly importanat program,being worked out.
because it links public lands with private lands to ensure that TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Is it the intention that water
there are habitat corridors to allow species to travel. One theestrictions will apply to all sites of the Botanic Gardens and
reasons for loss of species is not only the threats from feralational parks? | did not get the impression from your answer
animals and human activity but also the fact that the animathat the same restrictions will apply to those areas as will
bird and plant species become locked up in virtual islands. lapply to the general public. Is it the intention that the same
you study the island theory of biodiversity, you find that thererestrictions will apply or will they negotiate some other form
is much less biodiversity on an island than there is on &f restriction?
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TheHon. J.D. HILL: The issue is being worked through Theatre to be managed through an arts organisation. | know
and it may well have been sorted out at this stage. As yothe Hon. Diana Laidlaw, in one of her last speeches, made
would understand, the Botanic Gardens has particular kindsomment on this and applauded me for doing this. We are
of plantings of historic and a range of other values that havéooking at a couple of arts organisations at the moment to
to be protected. | am not entirely sure where the negotiationsok after that building—something like the State Theatre
between the Botanic Gardens and SA Water are at, but theompany, the Adelaide Festival Centre or one of those
overall intention is for the Botanic Gardens to become a wateprganisations. The best outcome would be to find a body that
conserver rather than a water waster. | will get furtheris experienced in managing venues.
information. | imagine | will be able to do it before we finish  Inrelation to the Adelaide Gaol—and there was comment
today. The intention was to allow the two parties to workin the press recently—we have not made any decisions about
through what the restrictions might mean in that context. what to do with this site. It is an extremely important heritage

Dr McFETRIDGE: | refer to Budget Paper 3, page 225 site in South Australia. It is a gaol which, until its closure,
in savings. Some information is given on savings througlwas the longest serving gaol in Australia’s history and had
aerial photography and closing the environment shop. Whdtad prisoners in it in the 1800s and the 1900s—about
about the next line on efficiency measures, referring to 430 years of continuous incarceration—so it covers an
reduction in operating costs across corporate and division@hportant part of both South Australia’s history and penal
services in policy areas—$2.5 million? Can you give detaildistory in Australia. | have asked the History Trust to look
on that? closely at the gaol and it is examining the possibility of a

TheHon. J.D. HILL: These will be efficiency measures penal museum of some sort for that institution. It would cost
primarily across corporate services: corporate informatiorronsiderable resources to do that. There are occupational
will make a saving of $900 000; business services a similahealth and safety issues and a whole range of other issues in
amount; the Chief Executive in the minister’'s office, relation to the management of the gaol to be considered, and
$320 000; the Office of Sustainability will make a small we are not going to make any moves until we can sort that
saving; and there will be other small savings of approximatethrough. It will take a number of years in order to do that.
ly $2.55 million, and the savings | went through in my  Unfortunately, the gaol had an income from a contract
opening statement added to that. with Ayers House to provide entertainment or corporate

Dr McFETRIDGE: Under the same reference, the nextservices there, and that contract was not extended, so about
line down refers to rationalisation, divestment of managemer80 000 a year in income has fallen out of the system. We
responsibilities for selected and operational sites. Will théhave to work out how to maintain that site, now that that
minister advise which sites he will no longer manage and thencome has gone. They are the kind of issues involved, but
savings allocated to each of those sites? Will any of the sitethere is no sense of trying to sell or get rid of any of the sites,
be sold? and they are important heritage issues.

TheHon. J.D. HILL: There is no intention of selling The Heritage Direction for SA Report, which we are
anything. We are working through the sites and this is thavorking on, will look at a framework for the future manage-
beginning of the budget, so we have not got into the budgehent of South Australia’s built heritage, in a general sense.
cycle yet, but we are working through how we can do thatlt will address the identification, management, protection and
I will ask Mr Holmes to comment. promotion of built heritage by state and local government and

Mr HOLMES: Earlier in the year we identified about a the community at large. It will also form the basis for
dozen sites that were low use/high cost; we are examiningeaching agreement between all stakeholders on the outcomes
how better they can be operated and we intend to find thogbat should be achieved during the next five to 10 years and
savings in the better management of those sites. establish an integrated package of measures to assist in

Dr McFETRIDGE: Can you name those sites for us? achieving these goals. The report has been prepared after

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I will not identify the sites at this consultation with key stakeholders in the heritage field and
stage as we have not identified specific sites, but we will beeflects a consensus of views.
looking across a range of sites to see where those savings canWe need to work out a more strategic approach to

be made. managing our heritage buildings in South Australia. In the
Dr McFETRIDGE: Is it true that the management of the past, many of those buildings have been passed on to the
Marble Hill site will be put out to tender? National Trust to look after, and the National Trust is under

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Certainly Marble Hill is one of the  pressure now, looking after some of those buildings, so it is
sites under consideration. It is too early to say what sort ofeviewing which buildings it should look after. The state
structures will be in place to deal with these savings. We havgovernment has a range of heritage buildings held by
to make savings and have to do things more efficiently andifferent departments, with different regimes in place. | am
there will be some changes. We will work through thoseinterested in working through some of these issues. The
changes to see if we can get the best outcome for thistory Trust, which is in the arts portfolio, is an institution
department and the public. that perhaps could play a bigger role in the management of

Dr McFETRIDGE: Has Heritage SA been instructed by some of these properties, because that is what it does, it looks
you or members of your department to off-load by sale, leasafter historic properties.
or outsourcing the management of all heritage buildings that Mr CAICA: Can the minister outline the Green City and
Heritage SA currently manages? Sustainable Adelaide concepts mentioned on page 9.24 of the

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Are you asking if | have asked Portfolio Statements?

Heritage SA to outsource the management of heritage sites? TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am happy to answer that question.
I understand it manages only half a dozen or so sitesThe honourable member is aware, | guess, of the Premier’s
including the gaol and the Queen’s Theatre. | have certainlgtatements in relation to this issue and it is certainly a high
asked Heritage SA in relation to those sites to look apriority for the government, particularly the Premier. The
alternative arrangements. It is appropriate for the Queen&reen City program is a high level strategic program aimed
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at accelerating Adelaide’s progress towards being internationvho was invited yesterday and who sits as a Democrat in the
ally acclaimed as a Green City, that is, a city that is sustainether place, break ranks with his own committee following
able socially, economically and environmentally. yesterday’s announcement. It appears that, despite the
In early 2002-03, the Office of Sustainability worked extensive public consultation undertaken by this government,
closely with the Capital City Project in the Department of theMr Gilfillan would have been happier if the community’s
Premier and Cabinet to prepare a proposal for the Capitafiews were ignored and the government simply made a
City Committee on the recognition internationally of decision unilaterally. It also appears that Mr Gilfillan does
Adelaide as a green city. | am very pleased that this wasot support his own association, which endorsed an independ-
adopted in late 2002, with the Premier and Lord Mayorent trust. Apparently, he does not want a trust. He appears to
electing to jointly champion the program through the Capitabe out of step with his committee and its membership.
City Committee. The Green City program commenced with | must say that | was incredibly disappointed by the
the appointment of a program director in April 2003, and onecomments yesterday by Mr Gilfillan, whose own committee
of its first significant contributions was to bring Herbert was happy to submit a paper to the consultation process,
Girardet to Adelaide as the first Thinker-in-Residence.  which we valued, and when we indicated that the consultation
This is a partnership between the Capital City Project, thevas going to be extended by a month, he seemed grateful
Office of Sustainability, Planning SA and the Body Shop.because the committee had not finished the writing. He made
Professor Girardet is working with the Green City projecta submission saying that they supported a trust. When we
team to develop an action plan that aims to position Adelaidesleased the document saying, ‘We support it, we have had
as an internationally recognised green city. Several projectonsultation, the community also supports it,” Mr Gilfillan
are being scoped for inclusion into the program. All projectsvas critical because we had not already implemented the
will be collaborative in nature with financial and in-kind recommendations, and then he distanced himself from the
support being sought from the various stakeholders. recommendations that his own committee supported and of
Tenders for the first project, Building Tune Ups, are aboutvhich as a representative he was invited to attend the release
to be let. This project will audit and make recommendation®f the report. | am not quite sure what he is on about.
on energy and water efficiency in 10 city buildings, three of Mr Caica: What is his solution?
which will be government owned. Additional funding of half ~ TheHon. J.D. HILL: Who knows? Nevertheless, this
amillion dollars has been approved to the Department of thgovernment will continue with its open and consultative
Premier and Cabinet for the Green City program as approach to dealing with the future of the parklands. The
significant cross-agency initiative in the 2003-04 budget. report, which | invite all members to read, expresses the
MsCICCARELLO: The budget contains details of the community’s gratitude that it has been given such a good
master plan for the Adelaide Botanic Gardens. What actioopportunity to be consulted over an issue that has been
has the minister taken in respect of the future management obntentious, problematic and highly charged through every
the Adelaide parklands in cooperation with the Adelaide Cityother process that has been undertaken in relation to the
Council? parklands. We seem to be getting it right and everyone seems
TheHon.J.D.HILL: | thank the member for her to be in agreement, except Mr Gilfillan, who is out of step.
attendance yesterday in the city parklands when | was ablecongratulate the Adelaide City Council on its very coopera-
to hand over to the Lord Mayor, Michael Harbison, thetive approach in working with the government on this issue,
findings of the Adelaide Parklands Community Consultatiorand, in particular, Lord Mayor Michael Harbison, who shares
Report, in which more than 200 submissions were made byith me a desire to protect this important part of our city.
groups and organisations and members of the community. Mr HANNA: My question refers to subprogram 3.1 on
This follows more than 12 months of extensive consultatiorpage 9.19. What money is going towards the development
through a special parklands working group involvingand completion of a marine threatened species list, and what
representatives of the state government, Adelaide Citprogress has been made?
Council and the community. | take this opportunity to thank TheHon. J.D. HILL: | have some information. | am not
the three members of that committee, who have done a vesure that it will entirely answer the question, but | will get a
good job. more complete answer for the member, as well. This will give
The aim of the consultation was to gauge communityhim a general understanding of the issue. Australia’s oceans
attitudes towards the future management of the parklands amalicy of 1998 outlines a commitment to protecting Aus-
design new legislation that would better protect this uniqueralia’s marine biological diversity through accelerating
part of Colonel Light's design for Adelaide. The Labor development of a national representative system of marine
opposition went to the last election with a policy to betterprotected areas through an intergovernmental agreement on
protect and manage the parklands, preferably through thte environment.
establishment of an independent trust, similar to that operat- All states and territories are committed to the establish-
ing in Sydney’s Centennial Park. The community consultament of representative systems that will combine to deliver
tion has shown strong support for this idea for an independerat national system. The former government launched a draft
body with overall responsibility for the parklands. The reportvision and policy document for MPAs in South Australia for
shows around 70 per cent of respondents support an indpublic consultation during 2002, and the former government
pendent trust, providing the Adelaide City Council maintainsalso announced the establishment of a pilot study area. The
its role as the day-to-day managers of the parklands in aBncounter Pilot MPA extends from Carrickalinga head on the
operational sense. Fleurieu Peninsula to Point Marsden on Kangaroo Island and
Importantly, both main community representativefrom Cape Willoughby on Kangaroo Island to the Murray
groups—the Adelaide Parklands Preservation AssociatioMouth.
and the Parklands Alliance—supported the idea of an DEH has the lead role in managing and delivering the
independent trust. It was interesting to see the President of tipgogram under the direction of an inter-departmental steering
Parklands Preservation Association, the Hon. lan Gilfillancommittee. A final policy position entitled Blueprint for the
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South Australian Representative System of Marine Protectezbnserve ecosystems. | want to stress that there is a very good
Areas (SARSMPA)—a catchy acronym—is currently beingworking relationship between the department and the Country
considered by the government. This will determine theFire Service. | do not think that is something that every state
statutory framework for the dedication of MPAs and for can claim, and | do not think it is something that has always
addressing potential compensation for marine industriebeen the case in South Australia, but there is a very good
displaced by such dedication. The Encounter Pilot Consultgsartnership.

tive Committee was established in November 2002 and The fire management capacity of both DEH and CFS will
consists of 12 members of the local community with abe upgraded to ensure coordinated scientific knowledge and
diversity of expertise and experience. A draft Encounter Pilotesearch capacity to develop and implement effective plans
MPA proposal is anticipated to be available for publicand carry out effective fuel reduction programs in parks,
consultation in the second half of this year. Communityreserves and other bushland throughout South Australia. The
consultation is a major focus of the MPA program, withfollowing strategies will be put in place to increase the
consultative committees, working groups and extensiveapacity of DEH to implement fuel reduction fire manage-
broader community consultation being fundamental compoment programs:

nents of the program. Partnership funding of approximately

$400 000 has been secured between DEH and PIRSA for the

2003-04 year. There is also a whole list of other things, but
I will undertake to obtain more details to answer the specific
parts of the member’s question.

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: I refer to page 9.36 of Budget

recruitment of key staff to improve the agency’s capacity
to plan and implement sustainable fire management
programs;

the development of strong partnerships with the CFS and
local communities in the planning and development of fire
management programs;

Paper 4, Volume 3. The government has announced a
$10 million fire program over the next four years. | note that
on page 9.36 there is acomment, ‘expenditure committed to
undertake essential ongoing fire management works through-
out the state ($1.7 million)’. This is in addition to the
increased expenditure of $800 000 in the 2002-03 budget and

the preparation of fire management plans and development
of strong linkages with the district bushfire planning
process;

identification of strategic areas for fuel reduction strat-
egies and upgrading of the fire trail networks in parks and
reserves throughout the state;

brings the total increase since 2002-03 to $2.5 million. Can
the minister confirm that that $10 million is made up of four
lots of $2.5 million, and that the $2.5 million is made up each

year of $1.7 million and the $800 000 already announced? So,

the extra money in this year’s budget is not $2.5 million but,
rather, $1.7 million, and the extra money in the forward

estimates is $1.7 million per year over and above what was

announced last year?

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | can confirm that the budget has
given us $10 million extra over four years. The $800 000 that
was put in last year was one-off funding: it is not a continuing

sum of funding. We did it as an emergency (as the member

would probably realise) because of the big fire risks, which
we were fortunate to not have occur but which we thought

increase the capacity to implement on ground prevention,
protection and suppression works in strategic locations;
improve coordination of research and monitoring through
recruitment of specialist staff, use of information learnt
through recent fires in the eastern states and Canberra, and
input into the Bushfire Cooperative Research Centre;
enhance training and equipment of staff to improve DEH’s
capacity to safely deliver on ground fuel reduction
programs and effectively suppress wild fires;
continuation of regional and district local fire prevention
and management programs, including removal of woody
weeds—for example, olives—slashing, and any other
works identified through the district bushfire prevention
and planning process; and

were a possibility last year. The government put in $800 000 continuation of fire suppression.
as a one off. Some $500 000 odd came out of consolidatddhink there is a strong commitment by government. It was
revenue, and $250 000 was found from within existingone-off funding this year, which would have disappeared
departmental resources. So, that was a one off. But we wermless this package had been put together. It is a recognition
able to argue the case that we needed to have a more substbp-government of the importance of our managing better fire
tial program of fire fighting in national parks. | have somerisk in the national parks system.
notes here, which | will take this opportunity to share withthe Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | have a supplementary question.
committee. Following all the detail that the minister just gave the
Public concern about the threats of bushfires has beesommittee, can he advise what proportion of the
heightened following recent devastating bushfires ir$10.3 million over the four-year period being allocated by
Canberra, and also in New South Wales and VictoriaDEH to increase the fire capacity in parks and the like will
Debates at a national level have focused on the role of publigo to the Eyre Peninsula national parks? What is the budget
land management in relation to fire management, and thier each of the Eyre Peninsula parks in regard to this budget
Prime Minister is seeking to have a national inquiry into theline?
issue. As members may be aware, DEH is responsible for fire TheHon. J.D. HILL: The detail of it has yet to be
management on land under its control (some 20 per cent eforked through with CFS. No-one knows the answer to that
the state) to ensure the protection of life and property in thguestion at this stage. But | would say, in general terms, high
maintenance of biodiversity values. As such, on 23 Maypriority will be given to the Mount Lofty Ranges (where, |
2003, the Premier announced a $10 million increase in DEH'guess, there is a lot of housing and where a lot of people live)
budget over the next four years to increase the capacity of trend also Kangaroo Island. But we will work through over
department to plan and implement fire management prograntisne the detail of the funding allocations.
across the state. Additional funding has been allocated to Mr GOLDSWORTHY: My next question refers to page
enable DEH and the Country Fire Service to undertak®.39, Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, regarding the sale of land
essential ongoing fire management works throughout Soutiind buildings. Last year, the government had a budget of
Australia to protect life and community assets and to$4.4 million. This year, the budget is $10.86 million. Can the
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minister tell the committee what the government is proposin@003 SOE report to a steering committee, with representation
to sell—is it the Old Adelaide Gaol, Ayers House, Old from the private sector, local government, and key state
Government House at Marble Hill? government agencies, including the EPA. The process of
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I am happy to answer that question. preparation of the report is being managed from within the
The majority of that funding is, in fact, a result of the Office of Sustainability.
perpetual lease arrangements that the member for Davenport Ms BEDFORD: Page 9.17 of the Portfolio Statements
and | have been working on for a year or so. | think that abougiescribes a program as follows:
$6 million is from that. Some $2'.8 m|II|_on is from the sale of Biodiversity conservation services encompass conservation
some land at Thorndon Park, which will allow the redevelop-management programs aimed at protecting and restoring ecosystems,
ment of that old SA Water site. That, of course, depends ORabitats, species, populations, as well as encouraging industries,
whether the new council has a slightly different view from thecommunities and people in conservation, and ecological
former council, with which the government had negotiated Sustainability.
These negotiations started under the former government, anlill the minister advise the actions taken by the government
the arrangements put in place were to sell off a small numbeao minimise the environmental impact of the ponies at Coffin
of blocks to fund the redevelopment of what had become 8ay National Park and outline the consultation with the
pretty bad site. Coffin Bay Pony Preservation Society, which has managed
There had been quite strong consultation with the locajo avoid the Snowy River solution and have a happy out-
community, and | think it was generally supported. Thecome?
council elections were held, and this matter became an issue TheHon. J.D. HILL: Thank you for that interesting

of some mome.nF in the council elections. | Unde.rstand th%uesnon | was ant|c|pat|ng perhaps a quest|0n from the
the new council is looking at whether or not it will put the member for Flinders on this issue at some stage today. As all
$28 million into the pI’OJect. If it chooses to do SO, of Coursemembers may be aware, the Coffin Bay ponies are a wild
we would not sell the Iand, but this would be cost neutral forpopu|ation of horses that were released onto the Coffin Bay

the government. The $2.8 million would go to that local peninsula in the 1830s. This land was dedicated as Coffin
community’s work. The remainder of the funding is the Bay National Park in 1982.

normal transfer of property that occurs. A - ; ;
X . . . group called the Coffin Bay Pony Preservation Society
Nong ?f the Isﬂe: thﬁt the mke;mblfr menUoner(]j IIZ ?e'ngvas formed in 1990 to lobby for the horses to remain in the
targeted for sale. As the member knows, we hold 1arge g park. DEH entered into an agreement with society
amounts of crown land under different arrangements, or itl 4t time to manage the herd by allowing one stallion (a
different headings. Crown land is sold from time to time tovery happy pony), 20 mares and foals to remain, with annual

support various projects. trapping to remove excess animals. These horses are sold at
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Last year, the minister advised augt?ongeach Easter by the society.

that the government had a statutory responsibility, currently
conducted by the EPA, to report on a regular basis against q On S%Tezrua:rg 2|02§ (Ik?]nCvonunc%jnth?_trtheﬁiﬁ)rdr\r/]voxld bg
whole range of indicators and that he would like to transfef  ocated lo nearoyia own as ©ne free » manage

that responsibility to the Office of Sustainability. Will the by SA Water, in order to protect th_e native vegetation in the
minister advise the committee of whether that transfer had@lional park from overgrazing. Given the Coffin Bay Pony
occurred? Will the minister list all the statutory responsibili- reservation Society's keen interest in this matter, it was
ties that require government to report on a regular basi ven three months, until 21. May 2003, to accept th? One
against a range of indicators that have now been transferred©® Hill proposal, _or to _adwse of an alternative Iocat|or1.
to the Office of Sustainability? Which ones remain with the . 1he One Tree Hill option was not accepted by the society,
EPA? due to limited tenure (10 years with a 5-year review period),
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | missed the second part of the a prohibition on public access to the_site, and the presence of
member’s question. If | have not picked that up, perhaps hEatterson’s Curse. As such, the Coffin Bay Pony Preservation
will let me know when | have finished what | have to say. |t Society instigated negotiations with a local Iandowner for the
is true that | was contemplating, and still am, whether or noPurchase of a portion of land on the outskirts of the Coffin
the SOE is best placed, with the EPA, given that the restruc3@Y township.
turing of the EPA is an exclusively regulatory body. The SOE | have been advised that the landowner will accept
may not necessarily be best placed, although | have néi200 000 from the state government as payment for a 360
changed it; | would have to come to the parliament to do thafiectare area of land, known as Almonta Park Paddock,
The government is in the process of setting up a sustairkordering Kelledie Bay Conservation Park. In addition, the
ability roundtable. One option might be to establish aCoffin Bay Pony Preservation Society will provide the
subcommittee which becomes responsible for SOE. Whatevéndowner with an additional $100 000, under a separate
we do, we want to ensure that there is an independent bod@greement, to cover costs associated with a survey, fencing,
that is doing it and that it is not just a direct arm of govern-and water provision.
ment. So, we are considering the options, but we have not | am pleased to advise that the government has agreed to
rushed to move it, and we may not necessarily do so. It magurchase the land for $200 000, subject to subdivision
be that the EPA is best placed to hold it. Did that cover all theapproval. A submission for noncompliant development has

elements of the member’s question? been made to the Eyre Peninsula Development Assessment
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | think so. So, the minister is Panel, as the Lower Eyre Peninsula District Council Develop-
saying is that none of that has happened yet? ment Plan does not allow for this land to be subdivided. This

TheHon. J.D. HILL: No. In any event, we have to come option will provide the society with a long-term lease of
to parliament to change it, and we would have a debate hef0 years, with an option to renew the lease for a further
if it were to be changed, because it is under the EPA Act. Th&5 years, subject to compliance with relevant conditions, as
EPA board has delegated responsibility for preparation of thevell as tourism access to view the ponies.
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The government has also accepted a request from thaeveloping a comprehensive greenhouse gas strategy. | note
Coffin Bay Pony Preservation Society to relocate the poniethat page 9.24 states:
during the next summer season, because most of the 20 mares state greenhouse plan will be developed consistent with a
are in an advanced stage of pregnancy, and it is preferable tational direction for greenhouse issues.

remove the pqnies frolm the park after the foals are .qu' SAs an aside, | would say that, maybe, it is better to develop
this will be a win-win situation. | acknowledge that this is not aplan that is even better than the national direction on green-

what the Coffin Bay Pony Preservation Society wantedyq se issues. What progress has been made in the past year
however, | thank them for finally agreeing to this compro-4 \what resources have been allocated to ensure the

mise. They came up with the alternative themselves, and ompletion of a state greenhouse plan in the coming year?

was happy to work with them. We will set up a special pony e o0 3 HILL: | do not have any details with me
park where ponies and those who care for them will be ablﬁt the momén.t but— '

to enjoy each other’s company well into the future. Mr Hanna interiecting:

This compromise will take the ponies out of the park, Interjec mg. S .
which is a very good conservation outcome, and we will be, 1 "€ Hon. J.D. HILL: Well, on policy issues. Certainly,
able to rehabilitate the park. It will mean that the officers ofthe dep_artment has been doing a lot of vv_ork on greenh(_)use
DEH will not have to shoot up to 1 000 kangaroos each yeadaS €missions. Part of that strategy, which | talked a little
that are congregating in the park (as result of the wa’teringbOUt earlier today, is the GoGO principle: that is the
holes, which are maintained artificially) and causing enord0Vernments own agencies showing the lead in terms of
mous pressure on the vegetation. | am very pleased to be ajl¥re sustalnz_;lple use of its own resources. M_y_col_league, of
to announce that we have an agreement. | have sent an McRurse, the Minister for Energy has.respon.5|b|llt|es in general
to the association, and | am expecting it to be signed in thg?rm.S for energy policy. But | will provide some more
near future; when that has been done, we can proceed wi tailed information for the honourable member in relation
the purchase of land. to all of that. o . )

Mr CAICA: Page 9.11 of the Portfolio Statement makes 1 he CHAIRMAN: Minister, | have raised one issue
reference to the provision of services to facilitate public us@'eviously, namely, people who come from non-English
and enjoyment of the park system. Will the minister advise*P€aKing backgrounds and who may have little understand-
the committee how many staff are employed to manage thi§9—and, | suppose, in that respect they are not totally
park system? unique—of ecology, ecological principles, and so on. What

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | thank the honourable member for '€ you doing and what can you do to target that group so that
his question without notice, which gives me the opportunit)}hey do have an understanding of the ecosystems of the
to inform the committee of the government's commitment to€OUNtry in which they now live? _
provide adequate staffing for our parks. As of 30 May this TheHon.J.D. HILL: Thank you, Mr Chairman. You
year, 345 staff were employed in eight administrative regiondhave raised this issue with me before and | think that you
including 115 staff classified as rangers, to manage the paM€re suggesting pamphlets or documents in a range of
estate. languages to be provided to people from different ethnic

In addition to the rangers, there are presently 61 construd@ckgrounds. | cannot say that my department has explored
tion/maintenance personnel, 28 scientific technical officerdhis in any detail, but I will happily ask it to do so and we will
and 28 management/administrative staff, as well as 113 oth&fovide you with a more detailed response. The point you
employees who include guides, retail assistants, animanake is reaso_nable. The question is a matter of_resourcmg
attendants and education and information officers. Th@&nd also knowing exactly where those persons might be and
establishment of a specialised fire strike team over thBOW we would get the information to them.
summer fire season involved the engagement of an additional | guess that, without having a database of members of the
21 staff through an expression of interest as suitable CF§ommunity who do not speak English, it would be a bit
volunteers. Nine youth trainees are located in regional pardifficult to make sure we got the information to them; but we
management/administrative areas, and 17 graduates ha&@n certainly have a look at that. It may well be something we
been placed in positions relating to park managemengan pick up through the new NRM arrangements that are
including nine as rangers. coming into play. That may be the more appropriate body to

As part of the SA Public Service Aboriginal Recruitment cCommunicate with people about how to better manage issues
and Development Strategy, DEH is in the process of employtelating to water and vegetation in particular.
ing five Aboriginal apprentices in land management and The CHAIRMAN: This question is not peculiar to
conservation, with apprentices being employed in théangaroo Island but | was over there recently. There seemed
following regions: Berri, Balcanoona, Coorong, Innes ando be myriad charges applying to visit the parks on Kangaroo
Ceduna. | take this opportunity to congratulate the rangertsland and to participate in various activities. Is there any plan
and all the other people who work in our park system for théo try to simplify those charges which apply to visiting the
superb job they do. | have yet to meet a national parks rangg@arks and the various activities? | think you need to be a
who has not been absolutely fantastic and happy in thegombination of a rocket scientist and a chartered accountant
employment. It is obviously a great job. to work them out. | was with people from interstate and,

At times a lot of pressures are placed on them, especiallijepending on the length of your visit, it can get quite
by the public. They have a lot of responsibilities, particularlycomplicated working out what is the best approach. | would
in fire seasons, and they do it with great skill and, obviouslyhave thought that maybe a simple week pass or extended
great enjoyment. pass, which will cover all possibilities, would be a better way

Mr HANNA: | refer to subprogram 6.2 on page 9.24.than the current myriad charges and fee structures that exist.
Incidentally, | also refer to Labor’'s 2002 election commit-  TheHon. J.D. HILL: I thank the honourable member and
ments on the environment. One of the promises made was tmngratulate him on being a regular visitor to our parks
move South Australia towards a sustainable future throughystem. The point is made and | will make sure that it is
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followed up. We will have a review of the structures we haveOf course, as water users, they contribute a levy which can

in place to see whether we can come up with a simplebe used for those kinds of purposes.

system, because if it is difficult for visitors to access our TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | refer to page 9.13 of Budget

parks then we are not doing a very good job. We will makePaper 4, Volume 3 relating to the Botanic Gardens. The net

sure we have a closer look at that. cost for the sub-program is about $5.326 million. Can the
The CHAIRMAN: If someone, for example, is visiting minister confirm that the Botanic Gardens is facing a cut of

the island they are entitled to do any of those things on th@round 5 per cent to 10 per cent and, if that is accurate, can

purchase of a Kangaroo Island pass, or whatever. he advise the committee of the exact level of the proposed
TheHon. J.D. HILL: We will have a look at that. cut? | am told that it is around $400 000.
The CHAIRMAN: If they want to have a tour they will TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am advised that the department

has not settled its internal budget. The Botanic Gardens will
more money than under the current arrangement. have to suffer some sort of reduction, as W|I_I other elements
of the department, but how much and what it will be has yet

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Yes, it could be something you to be determined. That is being worked through and is an
could buy with your ticket on the aeroplane, Sealink O nternal departmental budgetary process
somﬁthlng like that. _We can 'O".kk"?‘t that, he wine ind TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | have a supplementary question.

The CHAIRMAN: Iam not picking on the wine industry - -4 the minister confirm that his departmentai officers are
because, | guess, itis latter day in terms of whatit has dong o qtiations with the Botanic Gardens discussing a
to the environment, but we still see vineyards going in and thﬁotential cut of up to $400 000?

removal of significant native vegetation, which I thinkis hard™ 1o Hon. 3.D. HILL: Yes. | can confirm that.
to justify in this day and age. Are you working with the wine e yon | F EVANS: Can the minister also confirm

industry in terms of its putting back, so to speak, and doingy,,; the government, or its officers, has considered or are
something towards conserving the natural environment 9VePonsidering selling Wittunga Botanic’Garden at Blackwood?
that it has taken a tremendous toll in recent years with some 1o Hon. 3.D. HILL : We will certainly not sell Wittunga

of its huge plantings? Yesterday | was down in the FinniS§oianic Garden. At one stage we looked at the appropriate
area and | noticed that despite the assurances that peo%ﬁucture and the appropriateness of those gardens being

would plant, for example, native vegetation as perimeteyinin the hotanic system and have decided it ought to stay,
vegetation they have not: they have planted olives. So, thg \: there is no thorough examination and certainly no

clearing and so on still continues. I think that the wood needs j ,cideration. that | am aware of. of selling it. So | guess, in

to be put on them—pardon the pun—to contribute to helpingyenera| terms, the answer is no, the intention is that Wittunga

re-establish the natural environment. will stay within the botanic gardens system and play the
TheHon. J.0. HILL: Mr Chairman, you make a very appropriate role that the Botanic Gardens determines for it.

good point. As you would know, the legislation to ban broad- * The Hon. I.F. EVANS: | have a supplementary question.

acre clearance was passed through this parliament last yegfe minister did not address that section of the question that

and | acknowledge the work the former minister did inasked whether the minister can confirm that the government

relation to that legislation. Itis illegal now for any company, o its officers has considered or are considering.

whether it is a viticulture company or any other, to broad-acre The Hon. J.D. HILL: | thought | had. I think | made the

clear in order to develop a piece of property. Of coursepgint that a range of options for that area had been con-

stringent conditions apply to any approvals to removesidered. | was not aware that—

scattered trees, or even dead trees. We are now dealing with The Hon. |.F. EVANS: Including sale?

history rather than future developments. We also have some TheHon. J.D.HILL: | am not aware of it. | do not

very good strategies in place to find and then prosecute thogg jieve sale was ever considered but, certainly, other options
who have illegally cleared. for that site were considered—whether it could be divested

Operation Aegis occurred recently in relation to the Southto, say, a local government authority or to national parks, or
East, where satellite imagery was used to pick up illegallyvhether it could be part of the One Million Trees program or
cleared land. It is probably true to say that that technologgomething along those lines. | am certainly not aware of its
gives us almost a 100 per cent capacity to fine those whegale being considered. But, on reflection, it was decided not
have illegally cleared. We are going through the process nowo review any of those options and | can give an absolute
of prosecuting those where there is some evidence of illeg@ategorical guarantee that it will stay within the Botanic
clearance; and a number of matters are before the courts.Gardens.

In relation to what we do about landscape that has already TheHon. I.F. EVANS: | have a final supplementary
been cleared, | think that is the job of the NRM committeejuestion on that point. The minister mentioned the One
(the natural resource management structures), that we akdillion Trees program in the context of that answer. That
establishing across the eight regions. They will be responsiblaises the question whether it is the government’s intention
for developing integrated natural resource management plats transfer some of the administration of the One Million
which will pick up issues to do with water, soil and bio- Trees program to Wittunga as a way of getting more money
diversity. | would like to see, and it links with the Nature- into the Botanic Gardens.

Links program which | was asked a question about before, the TheHon. J.D. HILL: There is still a possibility that there
development of plans in regions, including the wine regionswill be a relationship between the One Million Trees program
so that replantings are carried out on a strategic basis so thatd Wittunga.

there are links between public lands and other holdings of The CHAIRMAN: | have a supplementary question,
good native vegetation on private lands, one with the otheminister. | suspect a lot of people are not aware of the
through corridors. And | think the member is right that theexistence of Wittunga and it probably needs to be promoted
wine industry, which has benefited considerably from nativenore. | know it highlights native plants and also South
vegetation clearance, should play a lead role in that proces&frican plants because of the contribution of the Ashby

have to book. I think that you would probably end up making
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family over time, but | suspect it suffers from a lack of to protect the Port River dolphins and their environment. The
exposure and promotion to tourists as well as locals. government intends to introduce a bill into parliament before

TheHon. J.D. HILL: I guess the point needs to be madethe end of the year to provide a legal framework for the
that the role of Wittunga was looked at because, under thestablishment and management of the Adelaide Dolphin
former government, it suffered considerable cuts. Its role aSanctuary. The Adelaide Dolphin Sanctuary Act 2003 will
a high quality garden which conserved South African plantgive this area a unique form of protection by coordinating
and other species, as | understand it, was diminished quitections and responsibilities under the National Parks and
considerably and it really became a very low maintenancVildlife Act 1972, the Fisheries Act, the Environment
garden, which raised the question (at least in my mindProtection Act, the Harbors and Navigation Act, and other
whether it could be justified as a botanic garden. But | anrelevant pieces of legislation, to reduce the threats to the
told that it can be, so that is what we intend to do. But thatlolphins and their habitat—the waters and environs of the
was the reason for having a closer look at it. Port River and Barker Inlet.

TheHon.|.F. EVANS: | refer to Budget Paper 4, DEH will appoint three officers to implement and manage
Volume 3, page 929. Plant and equipment is reduced frorthe sanctuary. Their first task will be to establish the legisla-
nearly $109 million to $61 million, a $47 million reduction. tion and the management plan to coordinate the cooperative
We assume that about $45 million of that is the write-dowrefforts of government agencies, local government, the
on the herbarium. Can the minister advise on what basis theommunity and commercial interests. While the legislation
government has written off $45 million on the herbarium?is being finalised, there will be increased policing of existing
Has the Auditor-General agreed to the $45 million write-regulations on all activities in the Port River which potential-
down of the herbarium? ly harm dolphins, and a renewed public education program

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | will get advice on this. by officers from several government departments. This will

Mr JANSSAN: At the moment we are considering that be coupled with a sponsorship drive to seek support from
write-down consistent with our interpretation of the accountcommercial interests for clearly identifiable management
ing standards accounting policy statements and otheactions, such as educational packages for schools and the
documentation from the Department of Treasury and Financeommunity, research into dolphins, signage, and vehicle and
We are currently in negotiation with the Auditor-Generalboat access for reaching people on the water. | can indicate
about the most appropriate value to be placed on thdb the committee that we have had a pretty positive reaction
collection. There are a number of difficulties about itsto our sponsorship drive, as you would imagine. Other actions
valuation and we have tried to benchmark our valuatiorthat will follow include:
methodology against that used in other jurisdictions. At this  developing and introducing a special program for school-
stage, Sydney is the only Australian area which has valued children;
its collection, and then only a portion of it. So, this underlies: establishing a ‘friends of dolphins’ group;

a very difficult and complex valuation issue and we will work - providing members of the community with information
with the Auditor-General about the most appropriate way to  about what they can do to keep our dolphins safe;
present information to key stakeholders and readers of the increasing the penalties for intentionally harming dolphins
financial statements. from $30 000 to $100 000 under the National Parks and

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | have a supplementary question,  Wildlife Act 1972;
probably to Mr Janssan because it is on the same topic. Has working with fishers to improve compliance with existing
the Auditor-General expressed any concerns about the rules, regulations and codes of practice to ensure dolphin
potential write-down? safe fishing practices; and

Mr JANSSAN: Yes, he has written to us and questioned- working with catchment groups, local government,
certain aspects of our approach to that methodology. So the SA Water, EPA, and the Barker Inlet Port Estuary
answer is: yes. Committee to improve water quality entering the

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Is it true that the $45 million sanctuary.
write-down is a way of avoiding the regular cost of valuationAs members would also be aware, the government has
of the herbarium collection and, if it is, will it still not need allocated $250 000 towards the dolphin sanctuary, as part of
to be valued for insurance purposes on a regular basigs 2003-04 budget. In addition, sponsorship of approximately
anyway? $100 000 in cash or kind will be sought each year to comple-

TheHon. J.D. HILL: In general terms, | am advised that ment the program as outlined above. These sponsorship
the answer to that question is yes. We need to work with thenoneys are above the existing expenditure allocated by
state insurer to determine how we do that. government agencies and local government for the present

MsBEDFORD: Page 9.19 of the portfolio statement management of the precinct and will be used for additional
makes reference to the introduction of legislation to facilitateactivities.
the establishment of the Adelaide dolphin sanctuary. Can the | look forward to receiving the report, as | see the
minister please detail what activities have been undertakegovernment’s commitment to develop the dolphin sanctuary
regarding the sanctuary and what the next stages will be? has significant bipartisan and community support.

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | know the member has avery keen ~ Mr CAICA: Minister, during your opening statement,
interest in dolphins, and | am very pleased to have thgou mentioned that one of DEH’s savings measures was the
opportunity to inform the committee of the establishment ofdeferral of some coast protection works. Will you please
the sanctuary to protect the Port River and Barker Inletdvise the status of the Adelaide Coast Protection Strategy
bottlenose dolphins. | believe that, during last year's estiand provide the committee with additional information
mates committees, | outlined the government's commitmentegarding funding of coastal works for 2003-04?
as part of its 20-point green plan for the environment, to TheHon.J.D.HILL: | thank the member for his
create the dolphin sanctuary. During 2002, the state govermuestion, and | acknowledge his strong interest in this and
ment undertook community consultation about the best waysther issues involving coastal matters. As members would be
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aware, Adelaide beaches are artificially maintained to provide dune management;
coast protection. While the coast is currently protected with  public access control; and
successful beach replenishment, further investigation into vegetation conservation.
new sources is needed to supply future and ongoing requirdhe expenditure budget for the Coast Protection Board
ments. The Adelaide Metropolitan Coast Strategy ReviewProgram in 2003-04 is $459 000. This includes a reduction
reassesses the sustainability of the 30-year beach replenish-appropriation of $250 000 in 2003-04, offset by the
ment program that protects Adelaide and provides sandycreased coast and marine expenditure on coast protection,
beaches. As the member would know, there are significarthrough DEH, of about $2.6 million. The 2003-04 budget will
challenges in sourcing sand of the quantity and qualitynainly be used for completion of existing staged projects.
required to maintain the beach replenishment program, aghis is likely to include ongoing works towards the construc-
well as in developing methods of slowing down the rate oftion of levee banks to protect the cities of Port Augusta and
sand movement and recycling it. The investigations intdPort Pirie from tidal flooding. The Coast Protection Board
sustalnablllty already completed have included: will also consider the availability of funding to its Small
an assessment of the economic and social benefi@ommunity Grants Program, which was established in
provided by Adelaide’s beaches; 2002-03 to maintain momentum built up under the joint Coast
scoping studies into potential seagrass regeneratioBrotection Board/Council/Commonwealth Coastcare
methods; Program.
initial assessment of the potential environmental impacts Mr HANNA: | commend the minister and the government
of dredging the Section Bank for beach replenishmentfor the One Million Trees/Urban Forest Program. Does the

and minister have one million seeds with which to accomplish
a comprehensive communications package to manage ttteat task and from where are the seeds being sourced? Are
issues involved in the review. they being sourced from current banks of seeds for existing

Beach replenishment will continue, in line with the existing projects or is there some plan to obtain one million new seeds
strategy adopted from the 1997 review, with on-ground workgor those trees from somewhere?

occurring at Brighton/Seacliff, Semaphore Park and Glenelg. TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am advised that there are arange
Beach surveys and monitoring will continue, as will coastof tree seed sources to which we can apply. Is the member
protection works in the councils of Holdfast Bay, Charlesconcerned that we might be taking seed sources away from
Sturt, Onkaparinga, and Port Adelaide Enfield. The forwarch group that is already doing tree planting and thereby just
program beyond 2003-04 will be based on the revisedransferring effort from one place to another? That is certainly
strategy. The budget for 2003-04 is $3.83 million. This is amot our intention.

increase of $2.6 million compared to 2002-03, and projects Mr HANNA: That is what | was suggesting, and | am

to be undertaken include: further suggesting that if you were to go out and try to plant
beach/sand replenishment at Brighton/Seacliff; one million trees over the next year or whatever—
computer modelling of the movement of sand along the TheHon. J.D. HILL: Itis a five-year program. | will take
coast, including increases due to seagrass loss; some advice on this matter, but it has not previously been

studies on sand sources and transport options for futumaised with me as a concern. | am not aware that it is an issue.
replenishment, including deep-coring of Section Bank; Clearly, if sufficient seeds are not in stock, we will have to
coast protection options with analysis of sustainability andjo out and find them, and, of course, there are groups who do

cost/benefits; that. You can get a lot of seeds in a plastic or paper bag. | am
legal opinion on property rights; and not sure whether there is a real issue there, but | will certainly
seagrass rehabilitation trials. have a close look at it and make sure that we are appropriate-

However, this amount also incorporates a $1 million deferraly providing seeds so that we are not de-seeding other
of coastal protection works, as a result of requirements foorganisations. We might be increasing the price of seeds, and
public consultation regarding coastal management optionissuppose, if that is the case, more people will go out to find
and the need for further investigation of a long-term sandgeeds and supply that market. However, we will have a close
source. A communications strategy is currently beindook at it.

developed that will explain: The CHAIRMAN: Minister, what is the current status of
the history of metropolitan coast and beach managemerkpalas on Kangaroo Island, which | know is a subject close
the policy direction undertaken to date; to the heart of every minister? Are you continuing the same

the changed erosion rates arising from seagrass loss; andry expensive program, which was initiated by the
the environmental, social and economic consequences bfon. David Wotton of sterilising or encouraging abstinence
sand management and beach replenishment. or is there some change suggested over time by people like
In addition, additional funding for coast works is available Prof. Possingham and others?
through the Coast Protection Board Grants Program. This TheHon. J.D. HILL: The short answer is that the koalas
program, established in the early 1970s, assists local goveron Kangaroo Island are breeding well and eating happily
ment to undertake coast protection initiatives and has beghrough the manna gums. Since 1925 koalas have shifted
pivotal in improving coastal management state wide. GrantBom being a species introduced to Kangaroo Island for

have been made to councils for projects, mcludlng conservation purposes to one of pest status. Koalas’ highly
management of local erosion areas using seawalls;  selective browsing now represents a significant and continu-
groynes and beach replenishment; ing threat to the islands unique vegetation communities. In
risk reduction at low-lying towns and cities prone to storm1996 the koala population was estimated to be 3 000 to 5 000,
surge flooding; with animals mainly located within the Signet River area.
removal of high environmental risks, such as coastal wast®verbrowsing was identified as a significant threat to manna
dumps; gum habitat on the island. In 2001 better island-wide

improved foreshore planning; monitoring techniques indicated that the population estimate
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was closer to 27 000 and that without intervening they would Dr McFETRIDGE: Is the minister or his officers
become considerably larger in number shortly. considering the sale of Beechwood Gardens at Stirling?
Since inception in 1996 the koala management program TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am on the record as saying that
has expended $1.4 million on the sterilisation and translocd-do not believe that Beechwood is a garden that should be in
tion control program. This funding has been used to administhe Botanic Gardens system. This arrangement was estab-
ter the koala management program, monitor the koaléished by the then local member, the Hon. David Wotton, and
population, riverine tree health and sterilise 3 600 koalas ofvas a arrangement entered into. | think it was a bad arrange-
which 1 400 have been relocated to suitable habitat in thenent that created a botanic garden out of what is essentially
South-East of South Australia. The management approachprivate garden. It is open to the public on a very limited
will be modified for the 2003-04 financial year. Low koala number of days per year and costs the Botanic Gardens
numbers in reference areas only—Scotch Thistle Flat ani50 000 plus per year to maintain it. There are strong
Signet River—will be maintained through sterilisation of contractual arrangements and a bill would have to go through
female koalas, with no translocation of animals. the parliament to change them. It is a matter of concern to me.
The program will continue to focus on island-wide  The Botanic Gardens Board on a number of occasions has
monitoring of tree conditions and koala densities, increasingoted to dispose of this property. | have had one or possibly
the understanding of the importance of manna gum to ripariatwo conversations with the new owners of the adjacent
areas on Kangaroo Island, attracting additional researgbroperty and officers of my department have continued
partners for investigation of the consequences of manna gudiscussions with them. | would like to get a resolution on this,
decline and extinction and changes to species compositiowhich would be in the best interests of the Botanic Gardens
and supported research into alternative meanings of fertilitgnd the local community, but | do not have a specific
control through the Australian Marsupial Cooperativeproposition that | can share with the honourable member at
Research Centre. That is the only kind of option that gives uthis stage. | am considering a change of arrangements so that
any real of hope of getting on top of that. There are publicait is no longer part of the Botanic Gardens. | am prepared to
tions of the results of work done so far. We are expecting tdook at all the options.
provide $200 000 for the program this year. It is a very Dr McFETRIDGE: Before | ask my next question,
serious issue. The community is obviously deeply interestepwant to put on the record the fact that | own a state heritage
in this matter and | guess it is not unfair to say that formetisted property at Glenelg, my home there, and | know how
governments have hesitated in doing more than | havehuch they cost to restore. | have received no funding from
described because of great community concerns. the commonwealth, state or local government to restore this
The CHAIRMAN: Following that up, | appreciate the house.
sensitivity of it by people who operate more on emotion than Ms Bedford interjecting:
on scientific principles, but ultimately the koalas will eat  pr McFETRIDGE: | am doing it very well. | invite the
themselves out of house and home. Surely, if you have tginister to come down and look at it one day and he will
sedate them to sterilise them, would it not be quite humangppreciate how much it costs to restore some of these places.
to euthanase a good number of them at the same time? | refer to page 9.39 of Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, the State
TheHon.J.D.HILL: | know what the honourable Heritage Fund. Payments last year were $958 000 and the
member has said, but it has not been the policy of this opudget this year is $759 000—a cut of $200 000. | know the
former governments to go that far. people at Cordillo Downs Station would like to know whether

The CHAIRMAN: On another ecological issue, bridal they can have money for their shearing shed also, so a cut like
creeper is an invasive weed. | believe a year or so ago thetgis will be felt all over the place.

was an announcement about some biological control tech- The Hon. J.D. HILL: The State Heritage Fund is the

niques. Are they proving to be effective and what is theprincipal source of funding to pursue community heritage
government's commitment to trying to bring in further conservation across the state. The fund provides funding for
control of that unwelcome pest? survey programs, small grants to owners of heritage places
TheHon. J.D. HILL: In general terms through the Water, to help them undertake conservation works and community
Land and Biodiversity Department bridal creeper is a pesjdvisory and education programs. In 2001-02 the former
plant, which the Animal and Plant Pest Control CommiSSiorgovernment committed $125 million over four years to
has some policy on. Once we get our NRM arrangements ifddress heritage issues. As part of this undertaking $500 000
place we can develop integrated approaches to deal with somgs injected into the State Heritage Fund in 2001-02, with
of these feral plants. | will ask Mr Holmes to talk in more $250 000 per year promised until the 2004-05 financial year.
specific terms about what is happening through DEH. | am pleased to advise that the government has honoured this
Mr HOLMES: Bridal creeper is listed as a weed of yndertaking and $250 000 has been allocated to the State

national significance. For the past eight or nine years it hagjeritage Fund as part of this 2003-04 state budget.
been the subject of a commonwealth-state program to find a

suitable biological control agent. The state has contributed [Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m]

significantly to the funding over the past eight years. | cannot

recall exact details, but we have made a significant contribu- Dr McFETRIDGE: | refer to page 9.17, Budget Paper
tion to that program. A number of biological control agents4, Volume 3. The net cost of the subprograms for biodiversity
have been introduced and tested, and recently some wetcenservation services has been reduced from $12.398 million
released here in South Australia. There is arust and a beette,$10.973 million, a reduction of $1.4 million. This includes
with both active, but it is too early to say how significant theysuch things as Operation Bounceback and Ark on Eyre. Can
will be as control agents. Like all biological control agents,the minister say what the budgets were last year and what the
they work well within their range and well in certain circum- budgets are this year for Operation Bounceback, Ark on Eyre,
stances and do not work well elsewhere. The jury is out irYurrabilla, the Bush for Birds program and East meets West
relation to those that have been released in South Australiprogram?
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TheHon. J.D. HILL: I will come back to the honourable TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | have a supplementary question
member’s question. A question was asked earlier about waten the Take from the Wild program, and the minister may
restrictions in the Botanic Gardens. The Adelaide Botanidave to get back to me on this. Is it true that there was a case
Gardens, the Mount Lofty Botanic Gardens and the Weetungan Kangaroo Island where someone tried to get one of the
Botanic Gardens are making preparations to comply witiKangaroo Island koalas under the Take from the Wild
water restrictions that come into force from 1 July. Gardengrogram but was refused and, as a result, had to import a
management are committed to reducing water use to meekaala to Kangaroo Island from Western Australia?

20 per cent reduction target, consistent with the protection of TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am not aware of it.
the garden’s historic plant collections and landscape values. Mr CAICA: | draw the minister's attention to sub-

The Botanic Gardens Strategic Plan contains targets rogram 6.2, Sustainability Strategies, on page 9.24 of the
model sustainable horticultural practices based on wise wat&tortfolio Statements. What is the intended role of Zero
use, consistent with the current restrictions. The Botani®Vaste SA?

Gardens will continue to liaise with SA Water to ensure TheHon. J.D. HILL: In 2002-03, a new framework for
protection of the gardens and delivery of water savings. integrated waste management was developed. Under this
announced a partnership between the gardens and SA Wafg@mework, a new independent waste entity, Zero Waste SA,
at Hahndorf last year. In addition, Professor Tony Wong ofwill be established to coordinate efforts throughout the state
the Ecological Engineering Department at Monash Universityo avoid and minimise waste, as well as encourage recycling.
is conducting a review of the potential reuse of water.This was a major commitment made by the Labor Party in
National parks will be subject to the same restrictions agpposition. The formation of Zero Waste SA will also meet
SA Water customers, and no exemptions have been sougite 2002 state election commitment to provide a new
by them. legislative framework under which the government can work

On the matter about which | have just been asked, | adviswith the private sector and local government to drive a new
that the decrease in net expenditure of approximatelnd integrated strategy for waste reduction and end South
$620 000 between the 2002-03 estimated result and ttustralia’s dependence on landfill sites. o
2003-04 budget primarily reflects the finalisation of common-  Zero Waste SA will be a statutory body with its own
wealth Natural Heritage Trust projects in 2002-03 ofSource of revenue derived from the waste depot levy imposed
$1.9 million, offset by increased net expenditure in 2003-04!nder the Environment Protection Act 1993. A bill to give
in relation to the One Million Trees Urban Forest program oféffect to Zero Waste SA will be introduced into parliament
$750 000. A whole range of programs are being funded, foln the next session. It is important to note that Zero Waste SA
example: Kangaroo Island, restoring and reconnecting/'” develop the state waste strategy, and the Environment
remnant vegetation, $234 900; Eyre Peninsula, protection dfrotection Authority will develop and administer a waste
key threatened species and habitat, $220 000; Lower Murra§nvironment protection policy as a regulatory instrument. |
recovery of threatened biodiversity in the Murraylands,mem'oned that Zero Waste SA will derive its income from
$136 000; Mount Lofty Ranges and Greater Adelaidethe waste depot levy imposed under the EPA act. That levy
threatened species and threatened ecological communitigdl be increased to $10.10 in the metropolitan area and $5.05
recovery, $478 000; Northern and Yorke agricultural districtin the country area, and the allocation of those funds will
conservation of threatened species and threatened ecologi€sPPort the EPAs activities and the operations of Zero
communities, $255000; Rangelands, Flinders Rangeé/aste. o
Bounceback, ecological recovery in action, $160 000; South- Members may recall that, this time last year, | announced
East, wetlands management and restoration in the Lowéhe formation of the Office of Sustainability to drive the
South-East, $150 000; and there is a whole list of program8ustainability agenda across government. | am pleased to
that | have already referred to in answer to a question by th@nhnounce today that a separate administrative unit under the

member for Mitchell. Itis really as a result of changes in thePublic Sector Management Act, to be known as the Office of
NHT arrangements. Zero Waste SA, will be established from 1 July. The office

Dr McFETRIDGE: | refer to the Wildlife Farming and Will undertake some of the work of Zero Waste SA; in

Take from the Wild programs. What do they involve and howP2ticular, development of the state waste strategy to end
outh Australia’s dependence on landfill sites so that the

much money is going towards them? itis the same referencg.oard will have something tangible to consider when it is
TheHon. J.D. HILL: As | understand it, the department . o .
supervises any take from the wild. People who do take fron?ppomted under the legislation later this year.

- . ; Mr HANNA: | refer to subprogram 1.5 on page 9.14. This
}Bﬁ(ﬁldgjrn?grtuze\?ﬁ%ﬁfaeyggnirgr?/l;?igr?réﬂgg so, and thosles a simple question requesting more particular information.
9 ) Itis pleasing to see an increase in funding in this area of fire

Dr McFETRIDGE: What species are they taking?  anagement, and | am seeking a greater breakdown of the
TheHon. J.D. HILL: They take a variety of species that spending of that additional funding in respect of the activities
are allowed under the arrangements, and kangaroo is one sUied in the budget papers. In particular, there is an issue of
species. There would be others that are taken for researgfhether there is a sufficient allocation of resources to
programs. | will ask Mr Holmes to give the detail. determine where and how there should be burning, as well as
Mr HOLMES: The Take from the Wild program covers simply burning programs.
those species that are taken for the trade, so some bird speciesThe Hon. J.D. HILL: | will perhaps ask Mr Holmes to
are taken under that program, but also one-offs that magive some of the detail. In general terms, | guess there are
relate to endangered species, breeding programs, etc., whe¥ig priorities for the program. One is a health and safety
the breeding stock is taken from the wild. It is quite a smallaspect: we want to look after human life and human property.
program. There is also an ecological aspect to it. It is important that, as
Dr McFETRIDGE: They are very good programs and part of the management of our natural estate, burning occurs
they ought to be supported. for certain ecological purposes. | recall listening to an
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interesting address given by David Paton from Adelaideiodiversity and those kinds of goals that, really, the national
University in relation to the work that he had done inparks system is there for.

Ngarkat, where a considerable amount of fire has burnt Mr HANNA: Can the minister give any more detail today
sections of that park over the years. There have also be@m that matter?

floods and droughts on that piece of land. Mr Paton has done TheHon. J.D. HILL: Mr Holmes might be able to do

a huge amount of research into the biodiversity of the regiothat. But if he cannot, we will certainly obtain some informa-
and what happened under certain circumstances. It was a vafgn for the member.

good model, because it allowed him to examine what happens pr HOLMES: What specific details was the member
under drought, flood and bushfire conditions. He found thagfter?

there was a relatively small section of that park where the 1y HANNA: Is there a breakdown within that additional
animal and bird life contracted to when everything was undefynding that specifically goes to sustainability management
threat. So, that is one section of that park that it is highlyigg,es?

important to protect. It would not matter, inasense, if 90 per \1v HOLMES: That $30 million was made up of an

cent of the park was burned (because it would all revivey,ocation of $4 million in the investment program and
pretty quickly), as long as that core biodiversity centre Wa%1.5 million in the recurrent program. As the minister has

protected. indicated, that funding has been maintained, or continues. In
We have to manage our natural estate in such a way tha$rms of program detail, | cannot provide that information at

we enhance the biodiversity by allowing certain species thahe moment.

require fire to continue to reproduce, but thatwe doitin such My HANNA: If the minister could get back to me, |

away that we do not burn out particular species, while at thg,ould be very pleased.

same time, of course, managing the risks to human settle- The Hon. J.D. HILL: | think Mr Holmes is saying that

ment, and that is particularly so in the Mount Lofty Ranges;t has not yet been determined. We can arrange a briefing

I will ask Mr Holmes to give a little more detail. subsequently, once those decisions have been made, if that
Mr HOLMES: In answer to another question about someis acceptable to the member.

detail of the fire expenditure, we indicated that we had yetto  Mr HANNA: Yes, thank you.

finalise our discussions with the Country Fire Service. | can

give some indication as to the sorts of things that are being M ember ship:

contemplated. To follow on from what the minister said, the ~ Mr Williams substituted for Mr Goldsworthy.

importance of a scientific basis to both the preventative work

and any controlled burning that is contemplated is very TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Continuing on from the member

important, and a significant amount of the additional moneyor Mitchell’s questioning and the answer that Mr Holmes

will go towards employing fire management officers who will gave, it used to be a $4 million allocation to capital and a

be ecologically trained and specialists in each of the region$1.5 million allocation to recurrent out of what was the parks

in the state, as well as providing for some research capacitggenda program, which was $30 million over six years. There

which will probably be delivered through a partnership withis nothing in the budget for capital works for national parks

the universities in Adelaide. There is a balance of preventasther than the maintenance line. When the minister says that

tive work, controlled burning and science that underpins theéhe line is continuing and being put into biodiversity pro-

program. In total, we propose to spend about $3.5 million omgrams, are we talking about the $1.5 million program being

the fire program—the existing $1 million allocation plus the continued and going into the biodiversity programs, or are we

$2.5 million that has been added to the budget this year. talking about the $5.5 million a year program being continued

Mr HANNA: | am seeking more information in relation @nd all going into biodiversity programs?
to the national parks management budget. | understand that The Hon. J.D. HILL: As | understand it, the capital
there was a block of funding of $30 million over six years, works program 2003-04 has a $11.784 million total.
which has come to an end. | am seeking general information TheHon. I.F. EVANS: That is maintenance—itis in the
about ongoing arrangements for funding of national parks (imaintenance’ line.
can see that this relates, to some extent, to sub-program 1.1 TheHon. J.D. HILL: It is listed under that at the
on page 9.11). Where there is an increase in funding, what imoment, but | understand that there will be some allocation
the focus of that additional funding, whether it is for im- for major works as well. It has just been listed in that way at
proved visitor amenities or whether it is an emphasis on théhis stage. Perhaps | can obtain some more detail for the
sustainability aspect of management? member. But we are working through how those funds will
TheHon. JD.HILL: | thank the member for that D€ expended. Mr Janssan might be able to give some of the

question because, in fact, he has put his finger on an impor‘@'-eta”- ] o

ant shift in government expenditure from asset replacement Mr JANSSAN: At this stage, we have not finalised the
and management that occurred over a previous number §Pmposition of the 2003-04 budget. As a stopgap measure,
years—and the former government initiated that, and | am ndve included the full allocation under ‘minor works’ in the
criticising it for that; it was important work to be done. The investing statement prior to reallocation. But there is a
Kangaroo Island fac”itiesy | guess, are the most dramati@OﬂtanIty of $4 million of Capltal for pal’ks Infl'aStI'UCtUre, as
example of the kind of contributions to the parks system thatvas the case under the parks agenda.

were made under that regime. The capital works program, if The Hon. I.F. EVANS: To clarify that, that $4 million is
you like, forimprovement to visitor facilities has really come included in the $11 million?

to an end, and now the emphasis is on expenditure for Mr JANSSAN: That is correct.

biodiversity and ecological services within the parks system. TheHon. |I.F. EVANS: So, any impression that might
As | understand it, the funding stream has been maintainethave been gained from the previous answer that we have
but the focus will now be more on the issues of species lossuddenly swapped $4 million across to biodiversity programs
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is wrong: all we have done is maintained what was already The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for MacKillop

in place? is asking the questions.
TheHon. J.D. HILL: That is exactly what Mr Holmes Mr WILLIAMS: Thank you, sir. | refer to page 2.25,
said: we have maintained the program commitment. Budget Paper 3, under ‘department savings initiatives’. Under

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | certainly got the impression ‘animal and plant control’, it states ‘reduced program for
from the answer (others might not have, but | did) that theanimal and plant control on crown lands: $100 000 per year'.

whole program was being swapped across to biodiversitirurther down—
programs. TheHon. J.D. HILL: That will be debated this afternoon

TheHon. J.D. HILL: No. under water, land and biodiversity conservation, so the

TheHon. I.E. EVANS: Clearly, that is not what you are member may like to hold fire until we are addressing those
saying. In relation to Crown lands, the opposition is stilllines in the budget. S
being flooded with queries about when the legislation willbe  Mr WILLIAMS: The publication is— _
debated. So, we again ask the minister whether he will give  TheHon. J.D. HILL: If the member is asking a question
an undertaking to debate this legislation prior to 3pa@bout water, land, and biodiversity conservation, | can say
September? If not, why not? that we will be dealing with that this afternoon.

TheHon. JD.HILL: One of the members of the Mr WILLIAMS: I will wait then. What was the cost to
opposition asked me this question when we last sat, andt{€ taxpayers of South Australia to publish and distribute this
made the point then that the question of the timing ofdocument? , ,
legislation being discussed by the house was something over TheHon. J.D. HILL: | do not have those figures with
which | had no control: that this was managed by the leadene: Put | am happy to provide them to the member. The
of the house and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition as tHgtention of this document is to publish, on an annual basis,
leaders of business in this place. As the member knows, W€ targets that the government is setting itself to achieve its
have only a few days’ sitting left before the end of thisgnV|ronmental goa.ls across a range of portfolios. Thqt is vyhy
session. | would be very pleased to have the legislatioff contains material about water, land and biodiversity
debated and dealt with in this session; however, whether thef@nServation, as well as material about transportation. We
is time on the agenda, of course, depends on how quickly th¥lll issue a similar document on a yearly basis, so that the
house deals with the other measures that it has before it. THIPIic and the parliament can see the progress that has been
matter has gone through the second reading process in tjzade against each of those key criteria. I am not too sure of

house— the exact cost. Not too many copies of the publication have
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: No been produced, as | understand it, but | will find out and
1N e s : provide that information to the member.
sta-glzj—ge Hon. J.D. HILL: I thought that it is at the committee Mr HANNA: | have three questions, which | hope will be

fairly straightforward, one of which is in relation to the
reenprint publication referred to on 9.24. There is also to be
state of the environment report and a government response
o that report. Is there an element of duplication with those

”
TheHon. J.D.HILL: It has been so long now that | three documents

: 'wh H | dvised that TheHon. J.D. HILL: | understand what the member is
cannotrecallwhere we areé. However, 1 was advised tha W§aying, but I do not believe that to be the case. The State of

were at the committee stage, but | will check on that
i
ill

TheHon. |.F. EVANS. We only started the second
reading so that it could be sent to a select committee. Th
minister may recall that that was the whole purpose of th
debate.

Nonethel the or has been a slow one. b sthe Environment report is an objective analysis, by an
onetneless, the process has been a slow one, because o ependent authority, of the state of the environment which
select committee process. | do not reflect on the decision

. . . develop its own criteria and measure how we are going.
the house to do that, but thatis why it has taken until now toI'his happens every five years. | think that a third report will

beina pOS|t.|on fqr the Iegllslat.|on to .be (.ie.alt with. ._be published later this year that will indicate issues involving
The only item in the legislation which is in the package is,ater and air quality and a whole range of environmental
the issue of the minimum charge of $300 per annum pegitaria
lease. All the other items, of course, have been done as a T gocument indicates the government's stated inten-
matter of policy and wil persist whether or not the Ie.g'SI"?"“Ontions in terms of goals and what it has done to achieve those
II-SI passed.l So, that matter is t?]e Onriy lout.stlan'dlng .'ﬁsbuﬁoals over a 12-month period. We do not want to wait every
owever, | cannot guarantee when the legislation will b&;e years to report what we are doing. | will ensure that the
dealt with by the house; it depends on how quickly the hous§ g renort informs the annual report, which is done by an
deals with other measures tha’g it has b?fo.fe It. Certamly, bjective body. We will take that and apply it to ourselves on
would be very pleased to have it dealt with in this session. 3 annyal basis, so that we can address the environmental
Mr WILLIAMS: Recently, | was delighted to receive this oncerns and issues abroad which have been particularly

publicationGreen Print SA 2003, which seems to set outthe 4qanted by the government in terms of programs. So, itis that
government's agenda for green/environmental issues.  ind of relationship.

An honourable member interjecting: . Mr HANNA: Again, in relation to a matter that has

Mr WILLIAMS: Well, I suspected that it was a govern- already been covered in one of the minister's answers,
ment newsletter. namely, the outsourcing of the aerial mapping program

Ms Bedford interjecting: referred to on page 9.27, the minister referred to savings of

Mr WILLIAMS: If the member has a little patience, | $800 000, according to my recollection (although | stand to
will get to that. | crave the committee’s indulgence. | havebe corrected). Is there an offset figure of the amount that the
only five minutes, but the government members will not letgovernment will need to spend each year in engaging
me use even that. whichever private sector company to undertake aerial

Members interjecting: mapping for the government, or government agencies?
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Secondly, does this outsourcing represent a broken promiggoast strategy and, over the next 12 months, or so, we will
in respect of the government’s opposition to privatisation? be doing a range of things. | may have the detail here. The
TheHon. J.D. HILL: To address the issue of policy first: Adelaide metro coast strategy review reassesses the sustain-
no, it does not. The aerial photography process that iability of the 30-year beach replenishment program. I think
currently in place, which will finish at the end of this | may have already given this information. | have given this
financial year, is, in fact, an outsource arrangement whicketail before; so, | will not go through that again. | do not
was put in place in 1998. We hire an aeroplane and a pildhink | have the specific breakdown but, certainly, we are
who provide the capacity to do the service. Prior to that, theutting in $3.83 million this coming budget year, which is
government used to own its own aeroplane. The company th&®.6 million up on the previous year.
provides the aeroplane has indicated that it is no longer Mr HANNA: A lot of that will be allocated to sand
prepared to provide that service. So, we are now in théransportation, though.
position of not having any capacity to deliver that serviceat TheHon. J.D. HILL: | think that | read it out before. It
all, unless we purchase our own aeroplane, which would big beach sand replenishment at Brighton/Seacliff; computer
a big capital cost, or hire a new company. | understand thatodelling of the movement of sand along the coast; studies
we are not aware of any company that is prepared to do thaih sand sources and transport options for future replenish-
work for us on an ongoing basis; even if there were, the coshent; coast protection options (with analysis of sustainability
of paying for it would be quite substantial, because the reasaand cost benefits); and legal opinion on property rights and
the current company has said that it does not want to continugea grass rehabilitation trials.
is that it is not receiving enough income from it. Mr HANNA: If that could be broken down as a question
In addition, | understand that we would have to purchas@n notice for further detail, it would be appreciated.
new photographic equipment (new cameras), which I gather The Hon. J.D. HILL: We certainly will break it down at
would cost about $2 million. The department's currentsome stage. We will get that information to the honourable
technology is very old and needs to be upgraded. In additiompember.
the move is towards satellite technology. Certainly, itis true  The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |
that the government will not own its own satellite; however,declare the examination of the vote completed.
clearly, it is a better source of material. We used that TheHon.J.D.HILL: I just want to thank my officers and
technology in relation to the native vegetation clearancghe other staff who have been involved in the preparation of
action (Operation Aegis) in the South-East, and that wagoday’s items.
excellent material that provided the real capacity to clear up
a whole range of things.
An ongoing line in the budget (I think that it is about
$100 000 to $150 000) allows us to hire planes to provide us

with the information that the department will need on an Environment Protection Authority $8 718 000
ongoing basis. The regular program, which had been taking
place, will not be continued for the reasons | have just given. Departmental Advisers:

Mr HANNA: As a supplementary question, rather than Dr Paul Vogel, Chief Executive Officer, Environment
calling it outsourcing, is the minister saying that there was @&rotection Authority.
government function, hitherto exercised, which will simply ~ Mr John O’Daly, Director, Corporate and Business
no longer be provided? Support, Environment Protection Authority.

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Itis a bit of both. We will be doing
less aerial photography. We will do aerial photography ona The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed expenditure
needs basis rather than a programming basis but, mompen for examination. | refer members to appendix D, page 3
importantly, over time, we will move to satellite technology in the Budget Statement and part 9 pages 9.66 to 9.79 in
rather than aerial photography technology, and that is reallyolume 3 of the Portfolio Statements. Does the minister wish
where things are going. | think that every other state hato make an opening statement?
really moved in that direction as well. It would be a bit like ~ TheHon.J.D.HILL: Yes, Mr Chairman. As | said
complaining 20 years ago when we were getting rid ofearlier today, Labor’s priorities are clear in this budget. This
particular typewriters to replace them with computers. It isis a budget to balance the books and to protect the environ-
just that technology changes. ment. It is appropriate that extra resources are provided to the

Mr HANNA: My third and final question is really a EPA. The independent Environment Protection Authority was
guestion of detail concerning the Living Coast strategy. lestablished in the government’s first year to be the environ-
appreciate that the minister has already given an answenent’s watchdog. Under its Chair and Chief Executive, Dr
covering the sand replenishment program and the researéfaul Vogel, a new and expanded governing board has been
required in different areas to ensure that we are taking theppointed to enforce the Environment Protection Act of 1993.
best approach to that problem. How much was spent on théalso has responsibility for administration of the Radiation
research aspect of that work in relation to the sand replenisii?rotection and Control Act 1982.
ment problem, particularly for Adelaide’s beaches, and how The Radiation Protection Branch, which is charged with
much will be spent in the coming year on that research work#icensing uranium mining and regulating the use of radioac-

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | do not believe that we have that tive materials has been brought into the EPA from the
level of detail on us but we can certainly get that informationDepartment of Human Services. | would like to take this
for the honourable member. | gave an answer, | think, iropportunity to commend the Acting Director of the Radiation
relation to sand management issues before in some detafrotection division of the EPA, Mrs Jill Fitch, for her recent
which demonstrated that there was a fairly significant extraward of the Public Service Medal for her outstanding
amount of money for coastal management issues. As eontribution to the field of radiation protection during her
government we are certainly very committed to our Livingfour-decade career as a radiation health physicist. For about
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the last 25 years governments have benefited from herOctober this year and will provide a consistent legislative
extensive knowledge of radiation protection issues. framework to protect the state’s water resources from
While | am mentioning radiation protection issues, |pollution. This policy will change community attitudes and
would like to advise that the EPA has completed the physicabehaviour in much the same way as litter legislation did when
audit of radioactive materials in South Australia. Almost allit was introduced many years ago. While the policy will
of the known sites at which radioactive materials, includingmpose new mandatory controls, | am assured that the impact
waste, have been kept have been inspected and a reporiis industry will be minimal where the industry is already
being prepared. | expect to receive a report within the nextloing the right thing. Where practices now in breach of the
few months. Dr Vogel advises me that the auditor has foungolicy have been considered acceptable for many years (such
only a small number of sites where storage may need aas the discharge of grey water from houseboats on the River
improvement in the short term. A key change for theMurray), adequate time will be given to meet the require-
environment and conservation portfolio in this year'sments of the policy. The policy has taken many years to
Portfolio Statement is the separate reporting of financial andevelop and | acknowledge the opposition’s support for it.
program information for the EPA. The improvement in air quality since the phase-out of
As an independent agency, information relating to itdeaded petrol has reached the point where Adelaide’s airborne
operations is now clearly transparent in line with the governiead levels are considerably less than 10 per cent of the
ment’s policy for honesty and accountability. In 2003-04national environment protection measure standard of
EPA budget expenditures will increase by 11.5 per cent i®.5 micrograms per cubic metre. At some monitoring sites
real terms to a total of $25.24 million, after adjusting for lead levels were below 1 per cent of the standard. According-
once-off funded projects and carry-over funding. The EPAly, the EPA will no longer monitor lead in air and will use
will make savings of $1.25 million to be made through thethese resources for priority tasks. Air monitoring will be
following: a review of EPA operations to find savings of expanded to include very small particles down to 2.5 microns
$525 000 by reducing consultancies and contractors arahd air toxics.
reducing the size of the car fleet. The EPA has commenced a review of the environmental
A number of business efficiency reviews will be undertak-impact of the in situ acid leach mining process with a
en in support areas to find savings through more efficienprojected cost of approximately $100 000. Changes to the
processes and minimising waste, and transfer of norkEnvironment Protection Act introduced by the government
regulatory functions to a new statutory waste entity, Zerdhave been completed and considerably strengthen the EPA's
Waste SA. These functions include the development of thpowers. The EPAs public profile as the environmental
State Waste Strategy, programs to assist the developmentregulator has been enhanced. Further proposed changes to the
recycling industries in South Australia and the reduction ofact will put South Australia at the forefront of environment
waste disposal to landfill. In addition, $2 million has beenand protection legislation in Australia.
provided to enhance the EPASs core services, such as CDL legislation was implemented from 1 January 2003.
container deposit legislation, community monitoring (whichWhile there were one or two vocal objectors, the beverage
includes AirWatch, WaterWatch and Frog Census) and tindustry generally responded well to the changes, especially
implement the Environment Protection (Water Quality)the local fruit juice and milk industry. The EPA has assigned
Policy. two additional FTEs to assist the two existing officers
The EPA will continue to develop new environmentimplement those changes. The impact of expansion is already
protection policies for air quality and waste, new legislationbeing felt, despite some media reports recently that the
(site contamination legislation is being prepared at thesurveys have found a significant reduction in some containers
moment) and new codes of practice. It is worth noting that atecently added to the container deposit regime.
the recent Ministerial and Business Sustainability Summit Partnerships with local government for delivery of
held in Brisbane under the chairmanship of the commonenvironmental protection services have been consolidated,
wealth Minister for Environment, Dr Kemp, ministers with two full-time equivalents dedicated to this partnership
identified many important drivers for sustainability. Some ofprocess. Additional funds have been expended to provide
these include: training and equipment, including noise level meters for
- aregulatory environment that promotes sustainability; council officers.
a reduction in unsustainable business practices; Environmental audits are being carried out in the upper
industry disclosure of environmental, social and economiSpencer Gulf where industries, including OneSteel, were
impacts and improved corporate governance; and closely inspected by a team of EPA officers. Five officers
continuing government/industry partnerships to supporspent five days auditing processes at the OneSteel plant,
innovative technologies and solutions to threats tawhile other audits of the OneSteel plant looked at its impact
sustainability. on the marine environment and air quality and its landfilling
The draft EPP on environmental noise has been releasegractices. During the OneSteel audit 20 issues of concern
This policy will include specific measures for such things asvere flagged by the EPA. Of these, 19 were resolved by the
wind farms, audible bird scarers and provide a simplifiedend of the audit and one resulted in the issuing of an environ-
mechanism for bringing in specific measures as new issuesent protection order. This matter has now been resolved as
emerge (this might include, for example, frost control fans)well. The EPA targets for the 2003-04 financial year are as
While the policy will not directly control rail noise, | will follows.
add, knowing the member for Davenport’s interest, that the For radiation protection, prepare proposals for, and consult
EPA has been proactive in encouraging research into then, amendments to the Radiation Protection and Control Act
problems of rail noise, and | am advised that a new monitor1982. This will include consideration of controls and the use
ing program will commence soon. of some lasers. This matter has now been resolved as well.
Last week | launched the new environment protectiorFollowing completion of the audit of radioactive materials,
water quality policy which will come into effect from the EPA will report to government on the management and
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control of radioactive waste and materials. For pollutionfunding to test inservice vehicles for diesel emissions. We
reduction, in regard to the Port River, the Environmentstill will monitor for a range of criteria of air pollutants
Protection Authority has been successful in obtaining fundingleveloped under a national measure, of which particles are
from the commonwealth for six projects focusing on the Porkey contributors. Also, through the state of environment
River waterways. The projects are targeting nutrient reductioreporting, we will deal with strategic policy and technical
strategies to improve water quality in the Port River estuaryssues in recommendations to government, and the issue of
and are part of the commonwealth’s coastal catchmerdiesel NEPMs | think will be adequately covered through that
initiatives program. process.

The projects cover the development of a comprehensive The CHAIRMAN: One of the reasons | mention this
water quality improvement plan, codes of practice fortopic is that | know it is not easy to restart large diesel
marinas and wharf handling facilities, a pilot load-basedengines in rail cars, but they are run continuously at the
licensing initiative, a feasibility study for the nutrients offset railway station while waiting to go out on their schedule.
program and water quality monitoring in stormwater systemsJ here seems to be very little effort to apprehend people who
The total cost of all six projects is $1.603 million, of which obviously do not clean the injectors on their diesels, even
$1.22 million is funded by the commonwealth. Six projectthough the police and Transport SA say they do. But | see
officers will work on that. The EPA will introduce incentives very little evidence that anyone is cautioned or advised or
packages for licensees that demonstrate excellent enviropenalised for running dirty diesels which may have a serious
mental management performance. Incentives includénpact on people’s health. | make those observations for the
accredited licences to encourage and reward the pursuit &PA to pick up.
best practice environmental management standards and fee TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | have not made a practice of
reductions for licensees who enter into environment performmaking an opening statement, but | support the minister’s
ance agreements with the EPA. comments in relation to Jill Fitch and pass on the congratula-

For best practice environmental management, the EPfons of the opposition and my personal congratulations. |
will prepare site contamination legislation; further strengtherhave worked with her and she is an outstanding officer and
the EPA act (and | will not go into the detail of that); thoroughly deserves the recognition she has been given.
introduce progressive and systematic reforms to the licensing Given that the EPA is negotiating with a range of local
system and compliance and enforcement policy; amend trgovernment bodies to introduce waste recycling services,
Environment Protection Act to improve the application ofeither to those council areas that currently do not have them
container deposit legislation to overcome legal and adminiser to those that have restricted services, is the EPA intending
trative difficulties; and, finally, continue to support local to force local councils to take on waste recycling measures
government response to its obligations with respect to locaegardless of the impact on rates, and has the EPA assessed
environmental matters such as domestic noise (for exampl#/hat its requirements for waste recycling services are doing
from air conditioners, discharges to the stormwater systeri council rates? There is a lot of criticism in the community
and issues relating to small, non-licensed industries). So, @&bpout council rates and we hear consistent complaints that
members will appreciate, it will be a very busy year for thesome of the requirements that the EPA negotiated with
EPA. councils will put up rates somewhere between $500 000 and

The CHAIRMAN: Minister, | was interested in your $1 million a year.
statement that the EPA is no longer monitoring lead levelsin  TheHon. J.D.HILL: | think that is an important
relation to vehicles. There is now more attention focused ofluestion, and | have certainly had comments from my local
diesels, and | will quote from an ABC program this year. council about this matter. | guess the process the EPA was
Dr Lyn Denison, who is the principal scientist on air quality 90ing through in its waste management EPP was to develop
with Victoria’s Environment Protection Authority, states: & command-driven policy which would require certain types

Diesel is considered to be a carcinogen. There’s enough eviden((?é recycling performance and certain S.O.rts of bins .tO b.e put
now and also the overseas regulatory agencies suggest that ther@}dt under certain circumstances. So, it is a very directional
a carcinogenic effect of diesel exhaust. kind of arrangement. From a policy point of view, | think that
And he talks about people at risk. Professor MichaefhiS needs to be looked at—and is being looked at. The

Abramson, Professor of Epidemiology and Preventativéstablishment of Zero Waste, and the shifting of the arrange-
Medicine at Monash University in Victoria, states: 'r:::nrtsgb?;\péererr]otlr:ee;F;Aranngdtﬁtr?h\évraslgz ;’1‘:'(2 Qg;{’%;‘_gg EFt)hA
Diesel exhaust is a chemical cocktail of about 450 differenI u y ! u I - u iedwi
compounds. At least 40 are toxic contaminants like arsenic, benzin\é\,/hf':‘reaS Zero Waste will be setting up some sort of general
cadmium, dioxins, toluene and formaldehyde. Even the two mogpolicy structure aimed at achieving Zero Waste. | think that
carcinogenic chemicals ever discovered, 3-nitrobenzanthrone arldvould prefer to see a system in place where outcomes rather
1 8-dinitropyrene, are found in diesel exhausts, especially fromhan inputs are specified, and where we could work with local
engines working under heavy load. government to achieve those outcomes.

He talks about people at risk who live near roads and travel Zero Waste has yet to be established, but that is the
in motor cars and so on. Will the EPA monitor this issue ofdirection that | would hope Zero Waste will pursue. So, |
the risk from dirty diesels, as itis commonly called, now thatthink there needs to be a fair bit of policy work and sorting

it will no longer monitor lead emissions from vehicles? out between the two agencies as to what it is we are really

TheHon.J.D.HILL: Thank you for that important trying to do. | think the points made by the member are
question, Mr Chairman. | think the short answer is yes, buincredibly valid, and | assure him that we will take them on
I will ask Dr Vogel to give some detail about that. board.

Dr VOGEL : Under the National Environment Protection ~ TheHon. |.F. EVANS: As a supplementary question,
Council the issue of emissions from diesels has beedoes the EPA have the power to force councils to take on
managed through the development of a national environmengcycling programs the councils themselves do not want? Can
protection measure, and Transport SA in fact has receivetthe EPA actually instruct and override the council?
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TheHon. J.D. HILL: Currently, the EPA does nothave  TheHon. J.D. HILL: Well, | predicted the last time—I
those powers. If we were to introduce an EPP on wastdo not know whether it was during the last estimates commit-
similar to the one we have just introduced in relation to watertees or the last Auditor-General’s Report—that the member
and it contained such rules, | guess it would then have thatvould start saying that we guaranteed certain things. | think
power. However, as | understand it from Dr Vogel, the EPAthat | made it very plain that it was a prediction that we would
is not contemplating asking to have those powers given to finish by the middle of the year. As | said, when | went
and, in any event, it would still have to go through thethrough that, it may be a little bit longer or a little bit shorter,
parliamentary process as a regulatory mechanism. So, thueit it was not a specific guarantee to any—
answer is no. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: That was the minister’s target.

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: In regard to radioactive waste, TheHon.J.D.HILL: Exactly, but a target is not a
now that the federal government has ruled out using Soutguarantee. The EPA has informed me that the base work—the
Australia as the site for the medium level storage facility, willauditing work—has been completed, and it is now going
the minister now rule out South Australia using the nationathrough a process of preparing a report. | said to Dr Vogel the
medium level facility for the storage of South Australia’s other day—and | will ask him to comment in a second—
medium level waste? ‘What process will you now go through to get me a report?’

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am happy to answer the question, | said, ‘I'm not asking you to slow down, and I'm not asking
but I point out that it is not relating to any budget line, at thisyou to rush it. | want you to do it in the proper way, so that
stage. However, | have answered this question— we can have that information.’ | am not trying to slow down

The Hon. I.F. EVANS: How is it not related to a budget the report coming to the parliament, but things take the time

line when the EPA is going to make a recommendation ofihat they take to be completed. _
where to store the waste? The question of whether or not this state should have a

TheHon. JD.HILL: | said that | will answer the ow level radioactive waste dump is not dependent on the
question, anyway. The member should listen to what | sayoutcome of DrVogel's report. That is a policy decision,

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | did listen to what the minister V_"hiCh was t?ke” by the government when it was in opposi-
said. The minister said that— tion, and which we are now pursuing, as we have been for

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | said that there is no budget line one year and three months. | will ask Dr Vogel to perhaps add

at this stage. The answer is the same as | have given R that statement.

- . . ~ .~ Dr VOGEL: Whilst the physical audit of Science in
previous occasions when | have been asked this or simil : . .
questions: no, | will not rule that out. outh Australia has been completed, the Radiation Protection

. Committee saw the first draft of that report on 19 June, which
TEe Hon. 1.F. EVAN_S' Sr?’ let metl)mders;[jand tha(\:;[—. h was last week. It is a significant document, and the committee
TheHon. J.D.HILL: The member understands; he g treating it extremely seriously as both a policy and

knows what | said. _ o technical document. It needs to be right, and we are very keen
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: No, | am going to clarify it, S0 15 make sure that it is right rather than meet any particular
that I am really clear, John. target. An enormous amount of work has been done. The
Ms Bedford interjecting: Radiation Protection Division has been under a fair amount

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: Or speak slowly, as the member of stress with its move to EPA, but we will deliver a docu-
for Florey mentions. The way | understand it, the statement to government, as the minister has said, within the next
government will not rule out using a medium level radioac-few months.
tive storage facility sited in another state. So, we are happy Ms CICCARELLO: Minister, recently there have been
to transfer our medium level waste to another state, but wgome press items concerning site contamination, which has
are opposing other states transferring their low level waste tgeen identified at both Birkenhead and Glenelg North. | also
South Australia. Is that, as | understand it, the position? note from the Portfolio Statement 9.67 that the Environment

TheHon. J.D.HILL: Alll can do is say what | have said Protection Authority is preparing a draft site contamination
before: the answer to your question is no. The government3sill. Can the minister please expand on this?
policy position is as it has always been: we believe that each TheHon. J.D. HILL: | thank the member for this
state should look after its own waste. | will not rule in or rule important question. This is an issue that has been plaguing
out anything until the landscape has been settled and, at thivernments for some many years. As it stands, there is no
stage, it is not settled. specific legislation in South Australia dealing with the

TheHon. |.F. EVANS: With regard to the report the EPA significant problem of site contamination. The EPA has
is now going to do on radioactive waste, we had the andeveloped a protocol for use by planning authorities in
nouncement that it was going to conduct an audit and makassessing the suitability of sites for an intended use if
a recommendation of where it would store the waste, whicltontamination is suspected. While some authorities are
was to going to be ready by 30 June. We now find, quiteesponding well to the protocol, others are less aware of the
conveniently, that the audit was announced today as beirigsues, and the EPA has written to all local councils to raise
finished, the parliament will debate the legislation this weelawareness.
and, | guess, in the next week until just before July in the However, this begs the question of who pays for the clean
upper house, regarding the public park and all that exercis@p of contamination. This is clearly one of the most difficult
What is the time frame for the report and the recommendaissues to be addressed in the forthcoming bill and will, no
tions to be delivered to the parliament, so that, when we havdoubt, be the subject of much debate during the public
the debate, we actually have the facts before us, becausmnsultation process. | will be discussing with the Minister
currently, we do not have all the facts before us? We keefor Urban Development and Planning options put forward by
debating legislation without having the facts before us. Wehe EPA for amendments to the Development Act 1993 to
were guaranteed that it would be completed by 30 June: bansure that site contamination is adequately considered for
now we do not get the report or the recommendations.  all new developments in the state. This should ensure that
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situations such as that at Birkenhead do not occur in the Mr WILLIAMS: On the same page, you identify that you
future. | can assure the member that the chief executive andish to amend the EPA Act to strengthen provisions for the
the Board of the EPA have placed a very high priority oncontainer deposit industry. Will the minister expand on that
drafting the bill, with at least one new FTE assigned to theand give an indication of what sort of thing he envisages in
task in the new budget. the proposed amending legislation?
Dr McFETRIDGE: Where is the site at Glenelg North? ~ TheHon. J.D. HILL: It is to prevent interstate rorting,
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Buckle Street. We can give you a particularly inthe South-East where there was a handy bit of
briefing on the site as you should know about it. black business going on where container loads of soft drink
MsBEDFORD: | refer to page 9.67, highlights from canswere being prought across thg border and pressure b(_aing
2002-03, which indicates that the EPA expanded its watePut on handlers in South Australia to give the 5¢ deposit.
quality monitoring program. Will the minister provide further That is the issue we want to address. The better way to
information? address it would be to have a national scheme in place, but
The Hon. J.D. HILL: The EPA's water quality monitor- W€ may be very grey before that is achieved. At least one of
ing program has been expanded to include the southethe oth.erjurlsdlctlons is Iogklng serlously ata CDL scheme,
beaches, additional rivers and streams and aquifers afyt ! will ask Dr Vogel to give more detail. »
important estuaries. The expanded water quality monitoring Df VOGEL: The minister has covered it. The critical
program includes ground water, with 160 monitoring wells'SSUe is V\_/hat we have been calling interstate rorting to get
in the South-East, Eyre Peninsula, Yorke Peninsula, Northef@Ver that issue. ) ) )
Adelaide Plains, Barossa, Adelaide Plains and Willunga 1€ CHAIRMAN: Not all containers with a deposit are
Plains aquifers. Inland waters have 98 monitoring locationseCycled, so someone must be pocketing part of the money.
on 50 river streams and lakes, and marine and estuarife it the soft drink manufacturer? Who is getting a slice of the

waters have 53 monitoring locations and 15 coastal watéiction that was never intended under the legislation?
bodies across the state. TheHon. J.D. HILL: The recycling rates are fairly high.

In addition to the water quality monitoring programs, theFor containers that have been in the system for some time it

EPA will undertake targeted studies on pesticides in sediS Pétween 80 and 90 per cent. There is a certain amount of
ments of rivers, streams, estuaries and lakes and will look J{@Stage, particularly in the case of glass where things are
Barcoo Outlet stormwater quality. The estimated cost fof'OKeN, but some material ends up inlandfill because people
2003-04 is $672 000. In addition, the EPA has been succesgg not care how it is disposed of. The consumer who has a 5¢

; o : ., deposit on an item is effectively throwing away their 5¢ and
ful in obtaining funding from the commonwealth for six whoever holds that 5¢, which is the fund that pays for the

projects focusing on the Port River waterways, which . >
Imentioned before. The total of the projects is System to operate, then has a little extra money, which helps

$1.603 million. Some of the projects will entail letting of makes the system operate that little more easily. Perhaps Dr

commonwealth funded consultancies to assist with th&/09€! can add to that. o

specific target projects with a limited term. While the Dr VOGEL: Thefundqmental ISsue is with products not

commonwealth has committed to funding the work, timeSOId in South A.ustralla belqg brpughtlnfrom otherstates and

frames are still being negotiated. a refund applied for, which is not the intention of the
legislation, so it needs to be controlled within South Aus-

Mr HANNA: On page 9.70 there is reference to regula-, > ; S
tory reform. Has any work been done in the department OH'aha. We are looking at how the legislation can be changed

. . . ' o deal with that through the labelling of items.
possibly removing the exemptions under section 7 of thd . " .
Environment Protection Act, which essentially relates toke The CHAIRMAN: Where the depositis not claimed who

. . L eps the money?
2
pet_:_(illgl:_'rgnex\]pllg rat:(l)_nl_?nld \;Vr?ft:vf:rz nc:fmmg ai(;ts“ﬁgefﬁe TheHon. J.D. HILL: What | said was the correct answer,

honourable member raises and certainly | have had oth but we will look more closely at the question. Whether it is

representations in relation to that. We are planning to brin% e manufacturer or the super collector, I am not 100 per cent

into the parliament another bill to amend the powers of th%ertain, but | know that the extra deposit, the 10 per cent not
EPA. This will be the second round of legislation to strength- ollected, helps make the system work. | am not sure whether

X . - _1tis the manufacturer or the super collector, but I will check.
ﬁgntgzefgﬁ and that is certainly one of the matters being Mr WILLIAMS: | appreciate the answer the minister

! gave on what legislative changes he wishes to make, but does
Mr WILLIAMS: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, o have any advice on how he will make legislative changes

page 9.67. Does the radioactive waste audit include materig} ercome the problem that occurred in the South-East
stored at Radium Hill, Olympic Dam, Beverley and Honey- ¢ e two years ago?

moon? TheHon. J.D. HILL: The EPA s yet to present me with
Dr VOGEL: Yes. _ a legislative package as it has not gone through that process
Mr WILLIAMS: All four of those sites? and | am not sure where it is at in the system, but that is the
Dr VOGEL: Olympic Dam, Beverley, Honeymoon, objective. It is taking legal advice and is also talking to
Radium Hill and Port Pirie. parliamentary counsel.

Mr WILLIAMS: Has the government during the past 12 Mr CAICA: | have been concerned about the impact of
months authorised the dumping of any radioactive waste ahe Castalloy and Hensley foundries on residents. What is the
any landfill site this year? If so, which landfill site or sites EPA doing to respond to residents’ concerns?
and what type and volume of material was involved? TheHon.J.D.HILL: Irecognise the honourable

TheHon. J.D. HILL: The advice | have from Dr Vogel member’s interest in this issue. The issues of Castalloy and
is ‘not to his knowledge’. | think the question was askedHensley demonstrate the critically important balance the
before, so if you have evidence of that we would be keen tdoard must find between environmental improvement and the
look at what you are referring to. state’s economic future. The EPA act requires that proper
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weight be given to economic as well as social and environwas deficient and did not consider all appropriate options for
mental considerations. That is sensible because, while ruest practice odour management. | am advised that to date the
state has a future without proper environmental managemerPA has not received any new proposal from Hensley.

we must ensure the economy is not hurt in seeking to achieve M s BEDFORD: In relation to the EPA's objective in the
an ideal outcome. Castalloy has been an ongoing concern fportfolio Statements ‘to achieve a healthy and valued
local residents, as members would know. The new managenvironment for the people of South Australia’ and with
ment is showing a healthy respect for the environment and fQjarticular reference to regional South Australia, | read with
the needs of residents and plans to relocate its most odorolifierest media reports of the EPA's environmental audit of
work to Wingfield. However, a major move of this nature industries in the Upper Spencer Gulf region. Can the minister
cannot be carried out overnight. advise which industries were audited, what the outcome of
Late last year the EPA required the company to preparghe audit was and how much the audit cost the EPA?
an ElP—an environment improvement program—to address The Hon. J.0. HILL: In late 2002, the EPA commenced

odour and noise issues. This EIP was received, as required Byqet environmental audits focused on large industries in the
licence condition, on 30 April this year. The EPA is conduct- pper Spencer Gulf region. The sites being audited in the

ing its final assessment of Castalloy's EIP for noise anq it audit were typically large sites with historical environ-
odour prior to submitting the EIP to the board of the authorityyeng) issues. Al the sites have a licence to operate under the

for its approval. act. Several of the sites also have EIPs required under their

The EPA continues to meet with disaffected residents iRy ironmental licences. These EIPs are aimed at rectifying
the lead-up to the board’s consideration of the EIP. The EPA o5 ches of. or ensuring compliance with, the act.

is satisfied that a comprehensive community consultation In order to ensure a comprehensive assessment of all
process to obtain community input into the EIP has ensurep% P

. . cets of each industry, the Upper Spencer Gulf audit team
that all reasonable attempts to obtain stakeholder views hay ried from three to five people on site for periods of up to

be_en made. The mplemgntaﬂop of the EIP is gxpected t|ve days. The industries audited were OneSteel at Whyalla,
ultimately achieve a significantly improved amenity for local .

- - - . CSR Readymix at Whyalla, Boral at Whyalla, Santos at Port
residents and will go beyond compliance with the EPA ActBonython NRG Flinders Northern and Playford power
for1§ﬁ;n%g\?i|cr)§§§ec>rf]ﬁ?ﬁt?g%;gﬁterart:)or:;m includes th stations at Port Augusta, Pasminco lead and zinc smelter at

P prog Port Pirie, Conroys rendering plant at Port Pirie, CSR Port

removal of all automotive engine castings from North .. L | ; ;
Plympton to Wingfield, leaving only Harley Davidson wheel, Pirie, and MiniPave at Port Pirie. These industries were not

wheel hub and swingarm casting lines remaining, WhicIEe'eCted bfe(r:]ause of any knlov_vn _l?_reachesf Orf t_hed act but
generate significantly less fume and hence less odour than t geauseo t € enwronmenta _S|gn| icance of t e_|n ustries.
automotive castings. The Harley Davidson product manufac-_ | € audits resulted in environmental protection orders
turing processes remaining at North Plympton will be refined EPOS) being given to OneSteel, CSR and Conroys, one to
to utilise either successful fume-free processes currently us&@Ch- Significant changes have also been made to licence
for the manufacture of Harley Davidson swingarms or utiliseconditions and/or environment improvement programs at
fume-capture and treatment methods. most Ilcgnsed sites. In addmon,. mdustnes agreed to numer-
Itis expected that the EIP will be implemented over thre?US Projects to be comple:[ed within agreed time frames that
years. The implementation period of three years reasonab illimprove the licensees duty of care to the environment.
reflects the commercial aspects of relocating large parts of thE"€ monetary cost of the audits was $9 543, and the total
plant while still conducting business and satisfying customef©St including the 851 hours worked by EPA officers, motor
demands. The Hensley Industries foundry in Torrensville ha¥ehicle use, and so on, was $41 759.
also been a thorn in residents’ side for a number of years with After a further site inspection of the Whyalla pellet plant
unacceptab|e odour and noise emissions. After years (hy two EPA officers on 4 June, OneSteel was issued with five
attempting to deal with the issues, Hensley was finallfEPOs to carry out actions to control the emission of dust from
persuaded to take the necessary actions to resolve tHferee dust sources at the pellet plant. These orders must be
concerns. This persuasion included legal action to force theompleted progressively, with the last action to be completed
company into compliance. by 30 June 2003. This demonstrates the renewed commitment
In December 2002, a deed of agreement was signe@f t_he EPA to its challenging task of protection of our
between the EPA and Hensley to settle legal actions and al&gvironment.
resulted in Hensley relinquishing any right to renew its TheHon. |.F. EVANS: On page 9.67 of Budget Paper 4,
licence to carry out scheduled activities at the plant site afteévolume 3, mention is made of the draft EPP on noise. The
31 March next year. Thus there is a legal impediment taninister mentioned in his opening remarks to this section of
Hensley continuing to operate a foundry on that site after thethe budget examination that the draft EPP on noise will not
date. However, in March 2003, Hensley raised the possibilitgleal with train noise and that the EPA is going to introduce
of another company operating a reconstructed foundry on thenother monitoring program for train noise. To what end is
site. The EPA wrote to the managing director, setting out théhe government introducing another monitoring program,
criteria that the EPA would use to assess any new develogiven that the EPA is fully aware there is a noise problem?
ment, including the need to use best available technologyt has a mailing list of over 80 people (I know that mine has)
Giving this advice does not imply the EPA would favour theand | believe that the monitoring will tell the EPA only that
development, but it recognises the legal and moral necessitkie 80 complainants are complaining about a loud noise that
to ensure that any proposal is given due and fair consideratiome all know is there. We are in the middle of doing a draft
in accordance with the requirements of the act. EPP on noise. EPPs take an enormous amount of time—
A concept proposal of modifications for the existing years—to get across the line. The next noise EPP after this
Hensley foundry building has been presented to the EPA, armhe will be years away, and we would have monitored the
the EPA has advised the managing director that the propossituation to death. | cannot understand why we are seeking to
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exclude train noise from a draft EPP when everyone in théring in rules with respect to it? | am just not sure where that
room knows it is an issue. takes us.

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | acknowledge the greatinterestthe ~ TheHon. J.D. HILL: I will ask Dr Vogel to answer that
member for Davenport has in this issue. My colleague thguestion.

Minister for Aboriginal Affairs answered a question on this ~ Dr VOGEL: Itis possible, through a national approach,
issue a little while ago and put on the record what theo talk about design standards. With respect to the rail issues,

government and the EPA are doing in relation to wheethe member would be aware that it is a combination of the
squeal, as it is sometimes called. | will ask Dr Vogel torolling stock and the rail lines, and they are owned by
comment, but my understanding is that there no point puttingifferent organisations. If we do go down that path, we have
into a code something that is not achievable. It must be & be clear about on whom we will set licence conditions. Is
practical thing that can be achieved under the EPA legislal the owner of the line or the owner of the rolling stock? That
tion. What is being undertaken through this process ofn itself is problematic. Because all states are confronted by
monitoring and discovery is trying to work out what is this, I think that a national approach is a good idea (as with
practical to help with the problem. | invite Dr Vogel to setting national measures for air quality). It is very useful to
expand on that. have a policy debate if it is an issue. If we can influence
Dr VOGEL: It is a significant worldwide problem, as the design rules of rolling stock, for example, or the construction
honourable member would be aware, and there are a nump&aterial of lines, we will have some longer-term solution.
of contributing factors. The EPA, through the monitoring 1 n€Hon. I.F. EVANS: Can | suggest that, when you take
system that it will put in place shortly, is to determine up that matter nationally, you also take up track design? All
whether the wheel squeal is confined to a particular set ghe local people will tell you that the problem really became
wheel or wheels, and that involves sophisticated instrument€TY Serious once they went from timber sleepers to concrete

tion. I understand it is pretty much a first in Australia to try SI€€Pers. It was at that point that your EPA telephone rang,
to identify a particular set of wheels. and my electorate office telephone rang. | am no expert, but

| can only assume that it has something to do with the

s or-nrger e’:%irr;l:zr; Jgg?ﬁg{ r%%?ggg rn?Slg;sze%dzr;iﬁ%(égsorption qualities of the timber as against those of the
P ncrete, and | am petrified that concrete sleepers will

g;rt: Irégnserts;0 st;getrc;b?gatl:owilég tvr\]/ﬁelzlsgr?fj l?acéukdlrr]gfi%heirg ntinue to be laid everywhere and we will have this problem
P ’ gies, P 9. A over the place. | think that that is the steepest section of

Isuobrggagfo tnh eng?he e?fr\r/]virt]ilcztir(])?ws gzzgljfgs'btlg ;ugﬁgsrf]fimhméh ail in the southern hemisphere, coming up over Mount Lofty
9 9 'nd down through the Blackwood area. If you raise it

such as solid barriers, given the complex topography in the _ ; o
: : . : ationally (and | am happy to take any solution that will fix
Adelaide Hills, the loss of amenity and the substantial cos} ~I'am an open door on it in that regard), | think that that

of short sections of solid barriers, the concern is whether the?ésue also needs to be looked at

are practicable measures to deal with this problem. TheHon. J.D. HILL: That is a reasonable suggestion
Nonetheless, we are taking the matter seriously. The EPRje \yil| certainly take that up. If that is true, one would think
talks about setting environmental criteria. The way that Wgp ¢ that should be easily quantifiable and, if that is the case,

go about meeting those is through various management plapss|acing concrete with timber sleepers in critical areas might
and working with companies to achieve those noise criterigyg 5 simple solution.

On the issue of rail noise, | will suggest to the minister that  1he Hon. I.F. EVANS: It might be, yes.

he raise it with some of his ministerial colleagues at a pr McFETRIDGE: If the minister had said the gasworks,
national level to get some attention to this through thq \youid have known where it was, at Glenelg North. Continu-
national transport ministerial council. ing on from that question about rehabilitation of the Birken-

TheHon. I.F. EVANS: What does the agency envisage head and Glenelg North sites, does the minister agree with the
the transport ministers will do? My understanding is thatHoldfast Bay council that the state government has a moral
there are rules in place regarding road traffic and air brakegnd environmental responsibility to assist in the clean-up, as
on trucks, so if freight is carted through the Adelaide Hills onthis was an old SAGASCO/state government-owned site?
trucks there are rules in place, but if freight is carted on trains  The Hon. J.D. HILL: | think the question of liability is
no rules apply. There is not one rule that applies in relatios complex one, which | have said before in my statement. The
to freight on trains. The minister talks about a practicalEpPA is thinking through, and will give me advice upon, the
outcome. How is it that you cannot set a level and then askest formula to come up with. | would be very reluctant to put
them to reduce it by 5 or 10 per cent over a five-year or 10the government’s hand up for rehabilitation of sites, because
year period (whatever the time frame is), then let the industryhe government would end up being responsible for every
decide? It seems bizarre to me. site. | am not—

We have dealt with the Adelaide Airport problem, because Dr McFETRIDGE: It owned it, too.
we have double glazed everyone’s windows and insulated TheHon. J.D. HILL: I think it is yet to be determined
their houses, and that is because of the freight that comes whether the government, in fact, did own that site. Who
on planes in that area. But the people who live along the traiowned the gas company? Was it a private company or a
line receive absolutely nothing. They do not receive the sampublic company? Even if the government owned the company
contribution to double glaze their houses, and they do natt that stage, it has been sold. Who takes on the ongoing
receive the same rules and protection as does road traffikabilities for a company that has been sold? There is a whole
Rail is out there on its own, with absolutely no environmentalot of complex issues which one cannot jump into, because
regulation on it whatsoever, other than that it is licensed. | d@ne then creates precedents which might apply to a whole
not know what the minister expects the national transporbunch of other people under other circumstances. We are
ministers to do. | do not know how that delivers a result forlooking at all these issues. Certainly, there are problems, and
us. What is the minister’s thinking? Do they have power towe are not quite sure how many of these problems will
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emerge in the future. We are not sure whether it is the tip ofAuthority. The radiation protection sub-program has a
the iceberg; whether we know everything about the probler$20 000 appropriation increase, from $294 000 in 2002-03
sites. We just do not know at this stage. to $314 000 in 2003-04. Expenditure has increased by
Mr WILLIAMS: On page 9.70, sub-program 1.1, there$479 000—or $2 850 000 in real terms—after one-off adjust-
is reference to monitoring and reporting on air and watements, carryovers and CPI are taken into account. | hope that
quality, and further down the page under ‘Performancexplains it. The bottom line is that there is more money, but
indicators’ there is a statement that you wish to reduce thewill ask Dr Vogel to add to that.
number of exceedences of the Air Quality NEPM, excluding Dr VOGEL: In summary, those humbers are a net cost
natural events (for example, bushfires and dust storms) byf service. So, if our licence revenue increases, the call upon
2008, and you talk specifically about Adelaide and Whyallagovernment decreases.
It recently came to my attention that, up along the river, | TheHon. |.F. EVANS: So, | am right in saying that there
think, a business operator is seeking to take legal actiois one and a half million dollars less from the government to
against an adjoining farmer—or a farmer not far from wherethe EPA this year. There is one and a half million dollars less
his business is situated—because of dust that he contenfitem consolidated revenue, because it is being obtained from
blew off the farmer’s farm. He is seeking to take actionlicence fees.
against the farmer for his farming practices, which he says TheHon. J.D. HILL: That's right.
have caused the dust to blow off the farm. Does the govern- TheHon. |.F. EVANS: My last question in this section
ment have any intention to impinge upon normal farmingrefers to the EPA, page 2.26, Budget Paper 3. What non-
practices? As we know, we have just been through probablsegulatory programs will be transferred to Zero Waste SA?
the most severe drought that has been experienced in this The Hon. J.D. HILL: Functions being transferred from
country, and we have had severe dust storms and winghe Environment Protection Fund are as follows: corporate
erosion in many of our farming areas. Does the EPA intengovernance; KESAB service agreement; disposal, hazardous
to impinge upon what are accepted farming practices?  household waste; outstanding grants from the Interim Waste
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | just make a general observation Management Committee; infrastructure support for the
that, of course, stands do change over time, and what wascycling industry; rural weighbridges; strategic and educa-
probably considered acceptable 50 years ago is no longéibn partnerships with industry; barriers to compost and
considered acceptable. | guess community values have telated products; public place event recycling initiatives; local
come into it as well. | recently read somewhere that thegyovernment waste management plans; industry specific
amount of topsoil lost on an average hectare of farmland iprograms; and programs to encourage applied research—
South Australia is something like a tonne a year, or therepasically the issues which are of a policy nature rather than
abouts—it is just an enormous amount of dust that fliesf a regulatory nature.
around—and 40 or 50 years ago it was 10 times that amount. The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |
So, practices have changed, and there have been improwgeclare the examination of the votes completed.
ments. But the EPA, of course, is constrained to balance
economic and social along with environmental issues. Once
again, | will ask Dr Vogel whether he has any intention to
pursue these matters.
Dr VOGEL: The EPA will take a sensible approach in

dealing with the protection of air quality and community and Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity
environmental health. As the minister has pointed out, loss Conservation, $44 044 000

of topsoil is a loss of resource. The farmers do not want to Administered Items for the Department of Water, Land
lose it. We would be working, | guess, through codes of and Biodiversity Conservation, $38 878 000
practice and best farming management practices to improve

farmers’ practices so that they do not end up with a situation, Additional Departmental Advisers:

even when there is a drought, where they lose that topsoil. Mr R. Freeman, Chief Executive, Department of Water,

We would be looking at it through that mechanism rather thaand and Biodiversity Conservation.

enforcing a standard. That standard only applies from 2008. Mr R. Wickes, Executive Director, Sustainable Resources.

Itis a population health exposure number: it is not designed Mr P. O’Neill, Executive Director, Portfolio Corporate

to control particular farms, because they are all contributingervices.

to the problem in the area. We are concerned about the Mr J. Parkinson, Director, Corporate Strategy and

overall issue. If the standard is being exceeded, we have Business Services.

look at how we work in partnership with the various indus-  Mr P. Harvey, Deputy Director, Murray/Darling Division.

tries to reduce that, and that will mean looking at codes of

practice, best management practice, and so on. The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments open
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | refer to page 9.74. The state for examination and refer members to Appendix D, page 3in

government appropriation has decreased fronthe Budget Statement and Part 9, pages 9.40to 9.61, Volume

$10.289 million last year to $8.718 million this year. Why has3 of the Portfolio Statements. | invite the minister to make an

there been a cut of $1.5 million from the state governmentpening statement.

appropriation to the EPA? TheHon. J.D. HILL: The 2003-04 state budget contains
TheHon. J.D. HILL: The environment protection sub- a number of new initiatives to protect the environment.

program has a $1.606 million decrease in appropriation duknportantly, it provides extra resources needed to save the

to the increase in revenue for environment protection licencRiver Murray. We know that repairing the River Murray is

fees, development assessment fees and the transfer of revettue greatest challenge facing our state. For years, the

for $1 per tonne of solid waste; approximately $1 million acommunity and its governments have known of the serious-

year from the EPA fund to the Environment Protectionness of this situation. However, there is now strong expecta-
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tion across the community for decisive action to repair theand broadacre crops and, as such, represents a serious threat
river. to Australian agricultural trade. Broad-scale fumigation has
Before the budget, the Leader of the Opposition called fobeen conducted to destroy infestations, with the objective of
new money for the river: that is what this budget delivers. leradicating branched broomrape in South Australia. Funding
call on the opposition to support the government’s initiativess increased to $4.4 million, including contributions from the
and to support the Save the Murray levy. In 2003-04, budgetommonwealth, states and industry, over the coming year to
expenditures for the Department of Land, Water and Biodeliver direct support to landowners in the quarantine area
diversity Conservation will increase by $10.1 million to aand to conduct a major program of fumigation to destroy
total of $113.3 million—an increase in real terms of 7.4 perbranched broomrape infestations.
cent. Saving measures for 2003-04 are as follows. DWLBC has
The Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Con-undertaken a rigorous review of current programs to identify
servation was established in April 2002. Its chief executiveareas where savings can be achieved. Some 22 full-time
Mr Rob Freeman, was appointed in October. Its aim is tequivalent employees are currently working on programs
achieve a balance of social, economic and environmentalhere savings can be achieved. The DWLBC strategy is to
outcomes that will contribute to a quality of life that benefitsredeploy these employees into other initiatives. Actual

South Australians. The budget highlights for this coming yeagavings are as follows:

are: .
- the River Murray improvement program. As mentioned
earlier, one of the key initiatives mentioned in the 2003-04
budget is the Save the Murray levy, an initiative to fund
specific measures aimed at improving the health of the
river and securing the state’s future water supplies. The
additional funding raised from the level ($15 million in
2003-04 and $20 million per year thereafter) will be used
for additional contributions to the Murray-Darling Basin
Commission and to implement the River Murray Water
Allocation Plan;

to acquire increased environmental flows for the river
system;

to improve coordination of wetland management;

to invest in salinity mitigation required to ensure that
South Australia meets its obligations to its Murray-
Darling Basin partners;

to monitor water quality improvement;

to undertake irrigation research that will lead to better
management of salinity and sustainable irrigation;

to provide additional contributions to the Murray-Darling
Basin Commission;

to fund the Living Murray initiative and salinity works;

to conserve the River Murray ecology;

to upgrade the Riverland drainage disposal schemes; and

to upgrade waste disposal schemes.

Under natural resource management reforms, additional

funding of $1.5 million has been provided for NRM reforms

that will establish the basis for integrated management of the
state’s natural resources, leading to improved outcomes for

the environment.
Following a public consultation on the draft bill, legisla-

tion is expected to be introduced in the spring session of

parliament. In the interim, the government’s task force will
work closely with stakeholder groups to identify the most
effective transitional arrangements to continue to deliver
effective NRM throughout the period.

As to stormwater, as shadow minister | was critical of the
former government’s decision to cut funding for stormwater:

management. So, | am very pleased that funding for the

animal and plant control program: the program on crown
lands will be reduced by $100 000. The total expenditure
for this area is estimated at $3.4 million. The savings will
be spread across a broad network to minimise the program
impact;

corporate service: the total expenditure is estimated at
$6.7 million. Savings of half a million dollars will be
achieved from the rationalisation of services, and future
savings will be achieved through portfolio shared services;
geographic information: the total expenditure is estimated
at $715 000. Savings of $373 000 will be achieved by
focusing on areas of high priority. The use of local
government NAM groups and industry will allow the
South-East Resource Information Centre program to
continue;

public information management and delivery: the total
expenditure is estimated at $729 000. A reduction in
sponsorships and direct information services, including
closure of the public and industry front counter at PIRSA,
will achieve savings of $272 000, which will be largely
offset by greater use of the internet;

sustainable resource management: the total expenditure is
estimated at $3.8 million. The savings measure of
$760 000 will be achieved by limiting DWLBC's involve-
ment in developments of plans and technical projects.
Specific funding reductions will include future commit-
ments to the ARIDFLO, Real Solutions SA, and FarmBis
programs;

land management and revegetation: the total expenditure
is estimated at $3.6 million. This is a savings measure of
$306 000, involving the reduction of regional technical
support and may have minimal implications for common-
wealth funding;

assessments: the total expenditure is estimated at
$2.7 million. The budget provides for savings of
$295 000. However, that decision has subsequently been
reversed;

catchment water management branch: the total expendi-
ture is estimated at $955 000. Revising the level of

Catchment Management Subsidy Scheme has been doubledoperational support to Catchment Water Management

to $4 million per year. This will assist in reducing the backlog
of drainage and flood mitigation works and allow for the -

Boards will achieve savings of $255 000;
water monitoring and resource assessment: the total

development of measures that will encourage sustainable use expenditure for this program is estimated at $2.1 million.

of stormwater. This funding will be matched by local

government and will attract commonwealth funding under the

Natural Disaster and Regional Flood Mitigation programs.
In relation to branched broomrape eradication, | advise

that branched broomrape infests a wide range of horticultural

This measure involves savings of $800 000 through

reductions across the ground water and surface water
monitoring networks throughout the state and the reloca-
tion of resources to other areas of high priority where the

resource is under threat.
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TheHon. |.F. EVANS: | missed in the minister’'s opening That is the agreement we have with the commonwealth,
statement which figure had been reinstated out of the savingshich is backed up with a fair bit of science and a whole plan
was it the 255 or the 295? of action to be able to meet that outcome.

TheHon. J.D. HILL: The 295. TheHon. |.F. EVANS: You cannot therefore go over

TheHon. |.F.EVANS. The assessments, including 40 000 megalitres on a 10-year rolling average? Ifitis more

hydrogeological assessments, are no longer a saving. Thatfi@n that you must dispose of it somewhere else or keep it out
back in, is it? of the Coorong?

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Yes, that is right. Mr WICKES: That is right. That water is to be managed

TheHon. I.F. EVANS. We had some very nasty within the wetland system in the South-East.

. . MsCICCARELLO: | refer to pages 9.47 and 9.52. What
guestions about that line, too. | refer to page 9.63 of Budg has th tak : —electi
Paper 4, Volume 3, and excess water. The departmentegteps as the government taken to progress its pre-election

di hi han | mmitment to improve the control and management of urban
spending more on excess water this year than last year. &, myater and to support projects to minimise pollution in
there any explanation for that?

! i i urban waterways?
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I will get some further information,  TheHon. J.D. HILL: The former government reduced
hopefully, before the end of our examination of thisline.  the contribution towards stormwater drainage and flood
TheHon. |.F. EVANS: It just seems to me that you spent mitigation works under the catchment management scheme
$994 000 on excess water last year and you are spenditgy about half. So, it was down to $2 million a year. A review
$1 million this year. You are imposing water levies and wateff the scheme was conducted during 2001-02 by the depart-
rationing and the department is spending more. ment and local government. That review identified a large
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | appreciate the point the honour- backlog of works (estimated at something like $140 million)
able member is making. | said that | would get an explanatioio resolve flooding and drainage issues. As a consequence of
before we finish this consideration. the review, the government decided, as part of the 2003-04
TheHon. I.E. EVANS: Again, | refer to page 9.63. Why budget, to reinstate funding for the catchment management
has the expenditure on grants for the South-East Wat&cheme to $4 million, the level that was in place prior to the
Conservation and Drainage Board been cut from $1 millioformer governments cut.
last year to $220 000 this year? The increase in funding will allow the government to take
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | will get some confirmation of & proactive role in partnership with I_ocal government in the
those figures for the honourable member. | will get that in gn@nagement and use of stormwater in South Australia. Of the
few minutes. 4 m|II|o_n allocated for 2003-04, a large part of the funding
The Hon. I.F. EVANS: With respect to the South-East will be directed towards the current backlog of stormwater

Water Conservation and Drainage Board. from memor thdrainage and flood mitigation works. This funding may well
X 9 y mory, Nfe matched on a 50-50 basis principally with local councils.
scheme was designed to take around 40 000 megalitres a y

aYlme funding will be earmarked to support the development

> h Bt a strategic approach to stormwater management in South
would be more than 40 000 megalitres per year into th‘:Australia, which encourages sustainable use of stormwater,

Coorong and, if SO, What Is the new estimate of the amour”nproves stormwater quality and encourages sustainable
of water to be drained into the Coorong and has an EIS bee&)lutions for managing stormwater hazard risk

undertaken on this new amo_unt? ) The benefits to be derived from the dual funding approach
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Advice to me is that the 40000 e jmproved management of stormwater hazards with
megalitres is the volume that is belng looked at. It has beefsquced risk to life and property for those areas targeted;
known, of course, that more water is produced than thabomote and revitalise deteriorating stormwater infrastructure
40 000 which can be released into the Coorong. Investigainroughout the metropolitan area; encourage greater local
ions are beln_g undertaken about how that extra water can %vernment investment in stormwater management; reduce
managed—either by storage or by some other method—in thge isk of future calls on local government disaster funds;
construction of the system. reduce the requirement of funding for future drainage and
TheHon. I.F. EVANS: As a supplementary question, is flood mitigation infrastructure works; and promote innovation
the minister saying that the intention is not to allow any moren stormwater management towards improved water quality
than 40 000 megalitres to go into the Coorong in any on@ind harvesting stormwater as a resource. Funding for
year? My understanding is that the latest estimate is that it istormwater has been increased, as | said, from $2 million to
something like 60 000 megalitres and, if that is the case, dogs million a year, and these funds will be matched by local
it need an EIS? government and will attract matching funds available under
Mr WICKES: This issue has been ongoing for quite acommonwealth/regional flood and natural disaster mitigation
number of years, as you would know. All our hydrology programs.
shows that 63 000 megalitres on a 10-year rolling average An honourable member interjecting:
would be the amount produced out of the catchment. We have The Hon. J.D. HILL: Itis very kind of you to say so.
agreement that we can put up to 40 000 on a 10-year rolling Mr CAICA: What action is the government taking to
average; so, some years it will be much higher. This year wprotect the water resources of the eastern Mount Lofty
putin only 5 000 because there was not much rain. We havi@anges?
in place with the commonwealth quite an extensive planto TheHon. J.D. HILL: This is an incredibly important
be able to use that difference in the wetlands. That is thguestion and one that has been in the media a bit recently, and
process we are going through now. The reason we are lookifdnave also had a fair amount of correspondence on it. I think
at wetlands and managing those wetlands is to make sure ttthtit there is a general concern about this particular water
we can use the water in that environment and not impact oresource. The 13 tributaries of the eastern Mount Lofty
the Coorong. Ranges are part of the Murray-Darling system in South
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Australia. We have a very small proportion of the water goindogic. Is there a plan to look at the issue of water pricing and
into the system. Under natural conditions these streamsosting across the state?
provide additional flow to the River Murray. The level of  TheHon.J.D. HILL: This is an incredibly interesting
farm dam development and ground water use currentlguestion. As Mr Freeman keeps telling me, what other
imposes significant problems for sustainable water resourgaroduct can you have delivered to your house at the rate of
management in this region. $1 per tonne? That is the cost of water, having been treated,
The existing dam development in the area exceeds theumped and carried sometimes across hundreds and thou-
sustainable diversion limit of 30 per cent of winter run-offssands of kilometres. Of course, the issue of pricing of
set out in the River Murray Catchment Water ManagemenSA Water is not my responsibility—I do not control SA
Plan, which | adopted on 13 March 2003. The government igVater—and that is something my colleague the Minister for
aware of concerns in the community to ensure that thes@dministrative Services would consider.
water resources are protected and shares these concernsin relation to irrigation water, of course, the water is
South Australia has a commitment to sustainable resourcgrtually free. There is a small water catchment charge of
management. In addition, the government’s policy states tharound 1¢ or 2¢ a kilolitre to irrigators, depending on the
South Australia must act to ensure improved management ahtchment area they are in. | think in relation to the River
the River Murray upstream. Moving to ensure that we havéurray it is about 1¢ per kilolitre, which is one hundredth of
adequate management arrangements in place for our tributavhat reticulated water users pay. But that is a levy, not the
ies to the River Murray will be integral to the debate oncost of the water. So, those who have water licences really get
environmental flows for the River Murray main channel. free water, and that is the way it has always been, and |
The River Murray Catchment Water Management Plarsuppose that is an extension of the riparian rights that go back
contains permit policies that provide a level of control overwell into antiquity. We have no plan to start charging for that
water-affecting activities, in particular, restricting the water—I am not even sure whether we would have a legal
capacity of new dams and placing limits on the total capacitypasis to do that—but we certainly can raise a levy in relation
of dams in a sub-catchment. The government has fundedta the water to improve infrastructure and manage the system
four-year Mount Lofty Ranges Water Assessment Prograrbetter.
to assess the impacts of farm dams, ground water use and But what you raise, Mr Chairman, is an interesting issue
forestry development and to determine their status and watand the notion that water is too cheap and that we should put
needs of water dependent ecosystems. Preliminary outcomep the price is often raised, but consumers who pay water
of the program indicate significant risk to MLR water bills possibly disagree with that and think they are paying
resources. This program will be completed in June of 2004enough already. All of these issues are part of the COAG
Management options are being investigated by the departieliberations between premiers and their consideration of
ment based on the preliminary outcomes of the assessmerampetition policy.
program. Discussions are being held with the River Murray The CHAIRMAN: On the topic of re-establishing and
board regarding possible management strategies and fundingstoring riverine environments—and | am not thinking of
options. just the Adelaide Hills, but that is an area of particular
MsCICCARELLO: | refer to portfolio statement interest—is there any provision for an across-the-board
page 9.45. What are the government’s plans to ensure that albordinated approach to that issue? | know some very good
licensed water use in South Australia is appropriatelywork is done by the water catchment boards and by some
metered? councils, but they always run up against the problem of
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | thank the member for Norwood having to explain what they are on about because a lot of
for that question. The government has adopted a water ugeople think that all trees are equal and all green is good.
meter policy which provides for all licensed water use to beThey do not understand that there is a rationale for trying to
metered. Some exceptions may be considered. New metasstore creek lines to what they were in terms of understorey,
not being government owned will be either privately ownedtrees and so on. Are there plans to embark on a compre-
or leased. All meters will be installed at the owner’s expensehensive program to sell the message of the need to re-
with all privately owned meters being professionally establish and restore creek lines throughout the state?
maintained at the owner’s expense. Ownership of all existing TheHon. J.D. HILL: What the chairman is talking about
government meters are being offered to the licensee at ris a really important issue which will be addressed, in part,
cost. If they decline this offer, the government will continuethrough the new NRM boards that we will put in place, and
to own and maintain the meter on a full cost recovery basialso through the water catchment boards. | guess the branding
until the meter reaches the end of its economic life. At thabf that exercise is water care (‘Water Care—It's in your
time the licensee will be required to purchase, install andhands’), and Professor Tylor has been the spokesman for the
maintain a new meter. All meters must conform to thewater boards and the EPA in selling that message. That is at
department’s minimum specifications. The department will macro level. Then, of course, at a local level there is a range
facilitate the process for reading meters. Catchment watef programs implemented in relation to the water plans that
management boards will be encouraged to actively participateave been developed with the various water catchment
in the implementation process. Priority areas for the immediboards. When we get into the NRM arrangements we will
ate implementation of the metering program include: thénave integrated natural resource management plans which
South-East, Lower Murray Swamps, River Murray, Malleewill relate all of the issues to one another and the implemen-
region and the Marne & Saunders catchments. tation will be much easier, | believe. But we do need to get
The CHAIRMAN: Minister, do you have plans to review the message across.
the price of water across the state? You would be aware that In relation to the River Murray, in 1999 the Murray-
whether it comes out of an aquifer or whether it is reticulatedarling Basin Commission recognised the need for a single
in the city, there is a range of pricing and cost aspects, somategrated approach to managing flows in the River Murray
of which do not bear much relationship to conservation osystem and established the environmental flows and water
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quality objectives project. This project has since beerabout 150 gigalitres. We have reduced its allocation on the
renamed the Living Murray Initiative and through that 150 gigalitres down to 120-odd gigalitres, so it is, in fact,
initiative a number of other initiatives are under way. Theysimilar to the 35 per cent reduction that has been applied on
include: draft principles for acquisition of water, potential allocation to irrigators, but this is actually a reduction in use.
volumes of water that may be acquired through a range dfVe will have to reduce the amount of water taken out of the
water recovery mechanisms, scientific evidence of benefitRiver Murray for Adelaide by about 35 per cent; that is, from
at key sites under various water recovery scenarios, socioecabout 170 gigalitres to about 120 gigalitres, which is about
nomic assessments of costs and benefits, and expansionasfe-third.

water trade. ) . ) If we do not get good rains, and we cannot use the Mount
The critical issue in relation to the River Murray, of | ofty catchment for our water supply this year, we will be in
course, is that we do not have enough water for environmenirery difficult circumstances in Adelaide, and the restrictions
al flow, and Don Blackmore (the chief executive) and othershat we have in place for the beginning of the season will
in the commission keep saying to me and to others that Wgossibly have to be reviewed more than once over the course
need to have water for environmental purposes and thegf the season. We are at level 2, which is the position that
manage that water in the same way—perhaps not in the sarighinet set on the advice of SA Water, but the standards go
way, but manage it to the same level of management—thay to level 5, which are fairly draconian standards, but they
|rr|gat|0n wateris managed so that we can use itto maximis@ould have to be imp|emented if we could not get water out
the environmental outcomes. We do not want the water to jugf the Mount Lofty Ranges. However, as the member has
rush down the river: we want to use it in a way which noted, it has started to rain, and we hope that rain will
maximises benefits for the river. continue, although the advice | have been given is that there

In particular, that involves re-establishing and ensuring thes |ess than a 50 per cent chance of having rain in Adelaide
survival of the various wetlands along the river. As member$his year. So, we are still |00king ata very dry year.

would understand, under natural conditions in the years of a On a slightly different point, conceming the original

.ﬂQO%mOSt of th? vr;/etlands would g\?\} Waf[ﬁ) r.In :\he years thal, aqion asked by the member for Davenport about the excess
itis dry, nlclmeg td‘?m g(fatsuwat?r. de.w' not ave enoth\Nater, | am advised that the $1 million represents fines and
water to allow flooding of all wetlands in one go butwe may yo o ties that the agency collects from licensees who exceed
be able to find sufficient water to ensure that there is floodin heir approved water allocations. This amount is then paid to
nﬁreasury and Finance and receipted as general revenue, and
e S - The agency simply administers this function on behalf of
artificially maintain wetland health over time. Treasury and Finance. So, the $1 million does not reflect an

The CHAI RMAN: | gsked this question Of the Minister increase in use of excess water by the department but rather
for Administrative Services last week in relation to the Save

. s ) an increase in the use of excess water in the community for
the River Murray levy and water restrictions. In the minds of _, . . .
; . - >~ which a fine has been applied.
many people, particularly in Adelaide, they see the two things .
as being one and the same, when they are not, although there he question was asked about the South-Eastern Water
is a connection, obviously. If we get sufficient rain in winter CONServation and Drainage Board (page 9.63), referring to

and spring in the Adelaide Hills, the pressure is off in terms Grants and subsidies’ in relation to the extra funding for the
of water restrictions in Adelaide. How will the minister sell UPgrading of the bridge over drain M. It was a special capital
the message which is not quite the same message, becal@iocation, and there was also extra construction work for the

if there is a levy and restrictions come off, people will be UPPer South-East project, which involved one-off issues to
wondering what the government is on about. finetune the drainage control structures. | guess the answer

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | guess it is important to separate is that these were one-off allocations, which were pr_0\_/ided
the two issues. If there was no drought, the levy would stilfor in the last budget. The work has been done, and itis not
be needed because, as my colleague says, we need to fix feguired in this budget.
river, and that will take a long-term effort and commitment TheHon. |.F. EVANS: As a supplementary question, by
and we need sufficient resources to do that. There are twway of further explanation in relation to that first question
advantages in the Save the River Murray levy. One is that @bout the excess water, it shows as an expenditure item on
gives us a guaranteed allocation of funds which persists intgour administered line and not as a receipt item. If itis a fine
the future and which it is guaranteed will go into the kinds ofthat comes in, surely that would show as a receipt in your
things that | referred to in my opening statement. The seconddministered lines.
thing that the levy does is send a very powerful message to TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am sure it does; the member is
the eastern states. | know from talking to colleague ministergght.
anpl d_epartmental people in other states that they have beenThe Hon. I F. EVANS: ‘Other receipts’ shows $200 000;
quite impressed by the fact that we have been prepared to gQe other receipt line is a total of $200 000 and the excess
that and they have sat up and taken notice. It helps us sell OWdater is $1 million, so | do not know where it is shown.
case that we are very serious and prepared to do the har TheHon. J.D. HILL: As | understand it, the ‘Fines and

things here in South Australia. In relation to the water - ;
restrictions, the member is correct about our dependencev??n"’llt'eS line shows $800 000 as a receipt and then at the

the River Murray. It goes up and down, depending on howpOttom ‘Other receipts’, $200 000. Together, they add up to
much the Adelaide Hills provides to SA Water. he $1 million. ]

SA Water’s allocation—for Adelaide, at least—has been TheHon. I.F. EVANS: So, there are no other fines or
reduced to 120 gigalitres for this coming year. In the year jusPenalties in the agency that go to administered lines?
finishing, from memory, SA Water took about 170 gigalitres TheHon. J.D. HILL: The advice is as | have given it: the
for Adelaide. SA Water would have had to come back$1 million reflects the fines we collect from those who use
anyway, because of the rolling nature of its allocation, toexcess water.

a quarter of the wetlands will be flooded so that we ca
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Dr McFETRIDGE: Supplementary to the Chairman’s animal, plant and pest control; and there is another line there
question, at what levels do the storages have to be befotender ‘Catchment Water Management Branch—rationalise
restrictions would be removed? the level of support services’), have been taken out of the old

TheHon. J.D. HILL: In terms of SA Water's manage- classifications and brought together in the new NRM system.
ment of the allocation, SA Water works that through itself.So, it is really administrative measures rather than service
We have been given advice from the Murray-Darling Basirdelivery.

Commission that there is a substantial chance that we willnot Mr WILLIAMS: Is there any change to any of the
get sufficient water to meet our needs this year. We have pytrograms of weed or pest animal and plant control on crown
in place a mechanism to ensure that we can manage thatlends?

a way in which we do not run out of water towards the end TheHon.J.D.HILL: Programs may change as one
of the financial year. We have imposed a target of 20 per cersipecies is identified as a priority over another, but there will
in usage on all water users using the River Murray, includinge not be any changes as a result of any reductions in budget
SA Water. allocations—it would be done on a policy basis. The point

If the advice from the Murray-Darling Basin Commission | make is that the reduction of $100 000 is in administrative
comes through that there is plenty of water around and we dareas and those arrangements will then be picked up through
not need to find those savings, we would take the pressure dfie new NRM process. It is changing the way we administer
everyone, including SA Water. SA Water could then workthose programs and not changing the programs themselves.
out itself how it allocated the resources available to it— cannot guarantee that there will not be a change in what is
whether from the River Murray or the Adelaide Hills. In any delivered because experts will make those determinations at
event, SA Water could not use more than 150 gigalitres, akhe appropriate time. There will not be a change because of
I understand it, from the River Murray because of the rollingany budget measures.
nature of the cap that it has. It has a cap, which is based on Mr WILLIAMS: Can | assume from what the minister
a five-year rolling cap and which allows them to takehas just said that further down the same list of savings
650 gigalitres out of any five-year period. | think the initiatives we have land management and revegetation and
maximum it can take out this coming year is 150 gigalitreshave reduced the provision of regional technical support for
because of that rolling cap. Even if we took the pressure offihose functions by $306 000 per year? Is it the same story?
SA Water would still be restricted to 150 gigalitres and, say TheHon. J.D. HILL: Predominantly. All but $34 000
we repeated next year and there was no water for them to takéll be picked up under that new heading, so it is around a
out of the Mount Lofty Ranges, they would either have to gal0 per cent reduction overall.
into the water market and buy extra water or implement other Mr WILLIAMS: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3,
sorts of water restrictions. | hope that answers the membergage 9.63, under payments—about three quarters of the way
guestion. It is not really an issue of what the dams in Soutldown the page, under Native Vegetation Fund—which shows
Australia contain in terms of lifting the general restrictions,that expenditure last year was $1.386 million and budgeted
although SA Water might have to have its own waterthis year is $958 000—a $400 000 cut in expenditure. With
restrictions if the South Australian dams do not havethe way | read the papers, | thought that was reflective of
sufficient water to supply its needs. what | alluded to in the last two questions, but you say that

Mr WILLIAMS: | come back taGreen Print SA, and the  is not the case. Why is there proposed to be such a reduction
foreword signed by the Premier: it refers to the ‘key environ-under the heading of ‘Native Vegetation Fund'?
mental issues facing South Australia’ and goes on to say that TheHon. J.D. HILL: | will get Mr O'Neill to give a
it ‘sets out a broad policy direction and commitments withdetailed answer, but if you look at the budget for 2002-03 it
regard to pressing environmental concerns, etc. On page'8as $941 000 and the proposal for this year is $958 000. So,
of the document, it states: there is an increase on what was proposed. Additional funds

The continuing spread of pest plants and animals is contributind/€'€ expended in that year. | am not entirely sure what it

to the decline of fragments and integrated pest managemerplied to. It could well have been the Aegis survey undertak-
programs are required to minimise the impact of introduced speciegn, which | think came out of the reserves.

In the absence of threat abatement, there is a very real risk of long- My O’NEILL: The normal budget is around $950 000 per
term and ireversible degradation. year. Some cash reserves have been brought over in past
| refer the minister to page 2.25, under ‘Saving initiatives’,years, which we utilised in 2002-03 and principally it is on
the first such initiative outlined there being ‘Animal and plantthe Aegis program of the survey done. It is now back to a
control: reduced program for animal, plant and pest controhormal budget pattern around $950 000 per year.

on crown lands,’ $100 000 per year. Will the minister answer  Mr WILLIAMS: Has that utilised all the cash reserves

the following questions: held within the department?

1. What does he hope to achieve by reducing that Mr O’NEILL: | will clarify for the honourable member
expenditure by $100 000 a year? exactly how much remains in the fund.

2. What specific programs will be reduced, and will that  TheHon. J.D. HILL: | understand there is still some, but
be restricted to crown lands? we will obtain the detail.

3. Does this equate to a reduction in personnel, or in what Dr McFETRIDGE: In Budget Paper 3, page 2.25, under
way does the minister propose to achieve these savings? ‘Savings and expenditure’, there is a saving of $255 000 per

TheHon. J.D. HILL: As | understand it, the reduction year for the next four years indicated under the Water
will be administrative expenses—there will not be on theCatchment Management Branch. Does this equate to a loss
ground reduction—and that admin expense will be picked upf personnel? What form does the rationalisation of oper-
under the new operating initiatives set out on page 2.26. Thational support alluded to take?
member will note that there is one and a half million dollars TheHon. J.D. HILL: | covered this before in answer to
for natural resource management reform. So, the elementa,question on animal and plant control. This reduction is
which were in separate sections of the agency (includingffset by the new arrangements for NRM where there is a
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$1.5 million allocation. The elements which were formerly an exemption for three or four weeks to allow the establish-
disintegrated and which henceforth will be integrated havenent of new gardens, as there is in Western Australia and
been brought together. There was a nominal loss of thre¥ictoria, as | understand it?

personnel, but those three will be picked up under the new TheHon. J.D. HILL: The honourable member is talking
funding, as shown on page 2.26 under ‘Operating initiatives’about how SA Water deals with its customers. | do not have

Dr McFETRIDGE: 1 refer again to Budget Paper 3, responsibility for that. My department’s responsibility is to
page 2.25, ‘Savings initiatives’. Savings are indicated omake sure that SA Water complies with the reduction
$760 000 per annum over the next four years. Can thamposed upon it. It is then up to SA Water to work out
minister describe how he proposes to limit the involvementnternally how it does it. In relation to some customers, there
of the department in the development of plans and technicare special conditions that take into account special needs and
projects? Does this equate to a loss of jobs? If so, how margircumstances. | will have to refer that question to the
jobs will be lost from the regions because of this rationalis-Minister for Administrative Services to provide a detailed
ation? answer. | do not know the answer to that.

TheHon. J.D.HILL: The general point that | would Dr McFETRIDGE: | am a little concerned that, if
make is that there is no impact on regional jobs from any oExemptions are not in place and people want to establish
these adjustments. There are two nominal adjustments, bgardens, the water police—the next door neighbours—uwiill
not regional, in relation to the line to which the honourabledob in people, when they can use it.
member is referring. The total expenditure for this areais TheHon.J.D.HILL: | understand the members
estimated at $3.8 million. This represents a re-evaluation afoncerns. The point | am making is that | am not responsible
the proposed strategic direction for the information andor that decision. We tell SA Water how much water it can
knowledge cluster brokering partnerships with naturatake out of the River Murray in the coming 12 months—and
resource management agencies. The state has entered intottheg is about 120 gigalitres for Adelaide and 30-odd for the
Lake Eyre Basin agreement with Queensland and theountry towns—and then they impose rules to make the
commonwealth to protect its interests as a downstream stat@ppropriate level of savings so that they can comply with the
Arid flow future commitments will be reduced, and there will level that has been given to them. People and companies can
be reduced funding for Rural Solutions—SA FarmBisapply for exemptions when they have a special case. If the
programs that remain in PIRSA. member has a particular constituent who has concerns, my

Dr McFETRIDGE: When will the government transfer advice would be to encourage them to apply to SA Water for
the water licences currently held in the minister’s name to than exemption in relation to those issues. But if the member

Lower Murray dairy farmers? is talking in general policy terms, | cannot answer the
TheHon. J.D. HILL: This is reasonably complex and question, because | am not responsible. However, | will
technical, so | will ask Mr Wickes to explain it. certainly refer the question to the minister responsible.

Mr WICKES: As to the amount of water for the Lower MrsMAYWALD: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3,
Murray swamps, everybody was notified about what theipage 9.62, ‘Statement of cash flows’, where it is stated that
amount would be. People have appealed that decision. Athe estimated result for total investing payments is less than
independent review group has gone through all those appedisdget due to lower expenditure on national action plan
and it is about to report to the minister on 30 June. It willfunded projects ($4.8 million) and systems development
really depend on what is in that report as to how those appeal$1.2 million). Will the minister please elaborate on the
will be resolved. | am not privy to it, and | do not think the projects in respect of which the national action program has
minister is yet. If it is a simple process, we will proceedresulted in the $4.8 million shortfall.? What has been the
straightaway and give them their allocations. problem with the national action plan approval process that

The people on the Lower Murray swamps can get arhas caused those delays? Also, there has been the reduction
opportunity licence, which is based on the current allocationsof $1.2 million in systems development: to what does that
That is not what they will get when we have fully worked it refer?
out, but they can start to get an allocation now. Some people TheHon. J.D. HILL: In general terms, | think it has been
have done that because they want to leave. frustrating to get approvals through the system, and that has

Dr McFETRIDGE: As a supplementary question, all the applied in every state. | think we have done better than most
swamps are unmetered, so how will the department be able getting approvals up. We are dealing with both the state

to measure the restrictions on the swamps? and the commonwealth bureaucracy as well as local commu-
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Isthe honourable member talking nities and NRM groups and central bodies, which have to

about during the restriction period? give approval. | think it is a fairly cumbersome process that
Dr McFETRIDGE: Yes. is in place. Essentially, without reflecting on the common-

TheHon. J.D. HILL: They are unmetered. They have anwealth, the commonwealth does not trust the states, so it
allocation that is provided by a process of what is known asnakes us jump through all sorts of hoops to ensure that the
lifting the sluice gate, so they get a certain allocation of liftsoutcomes are as it would wish them to be. The point | would
per time period. They will have that number of lifts reducedmake is that, whatever the underspending this year, it will be
to equate to the reduction that we are making. It is from 14icked up in future years. It is not lost to the system. | will
to 11 or 19 to 15, depending on the allocation. Itis not rockeask Mr Wickes to provide a little more detail.
science that we are talking about. The alternative is thatthey Mr WICKES: Quite a bit of it is due to the system of
reduce their land area: that is up to them. We are workingNAP and obtaining the approvals of the commonwealth, so
with them and that is the arrangement that has been put the years have slipped. Probably the largest project is the
place and everyone accepts that as being reasonably fair. Lower Murray Irrigation Upgrade Rehabilitation Program.

Dr McFETRIDGE: Will the water restrictions be in place  We had budgeted for some uptake of that program, and that
for the establishment of new lawns, new gardens, in domestis still being worked through, as we all know. That money is
premises and in some commercial properties? Will there bsitting in the NAP area against next year's expenditure. There
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are some other programs that would have started a little latemative vegetation regulations are being reviewed through a
but | will have to obtain the full detail on that. consultation process with key interest groups. | am optimistic
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I think it is probably reasonably that we will have those regulations in place relatively soon.
standard that programs that have been funded substantial\s | have said before, Operation Aegis in the South-East has
by the commonwealth do tend to slip. If we went back ovebeen a very successful expenditure of native vegetation funds
the last four or five years of the NHT, | am sure that weto find those who have illegally cleared.
would find a similar pattern. But the money is expended in  MsBEDFORD: | refer to Natural Resource Management,
the end. The member will notice, | think, that in the federalSub-program 2.3, Portfolio Statements, page 9.5. What is
budget the commonwealth was criticised for reducingoeing done to stop water wastage from old and poorly
expenditure in this area. What it was really doing in its budgetonstructed wells in the South-East?
was reflecting the fact that the money had not yet been TheHon. J.D. HILL: This is an important program. In
delivered to the states and expended by the states. an area around Kingston, Lucindale and Robe, 120 wells have
Mrs MAYWALD: | have a supplementary question. On been identified as requiring rehabilitation. A nine-year project
page 9.63, under Grants and Subsidies, $13.95 million is being undertaken, with all on-ground works to be com-
referred to as the estimated result for the National Action Plapleted by June 2010. Landowners receive a 100 per cent
for Salinity & Water Quality. To what programs does that subsidy on backfilling the old well, a 30 per cent subsidy on

amount refer? the drilling of a replacement well and, in addition, a 70 per
TheHon.J.D.HILL: That is NAP Salinity & Water centlow interest loan, repayable over five years, is available
Quality, $13.95 million for the past year? if required. Replacement grants and loans are administered
MrsMAYWALD: Yes. through PIRSA Rural Finance, and on-ground works
Mr WICKES: That is all the programs that have beencommenced in April 2000. So far, 56 wells have been
agreed to under the National Action Plan— completed to the end of this calendar month. All the relevant
MrsMAYWALD: What are those programs that havewell owners have indicated their willingness to participate in
been agreed to? the scheme, which is very encouraging.
Mr WICKES: We would have to give the member alarge  Trial sites to demonstrate irrigation efficiencies and new
list of the projects. high-yielding plant varieties to increase productivity have
Mrs MAYWALD: Can you take that on notice? been established. The first field day held in February this year
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Yes, we will provide that informa- was highly successful, with over 100 participants. The total
tion to the member, if we do not have it here today. estimated cost of the project is $5.5 million; the total funding
MrsMAYWALD: With the budgeted amounts next to secured is $2.286 million. It is anticipated that no further
them also? additional state funding will be required for this project,

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | have seen that document. We may subject to all loan moneys being repaid and there being no
be able to get that information to the member today. We wilkignificant inflationary changes.
look for it while the next question is asked. Mr CAICA: What progress has been made in implement-
MrsMAYWALD: Also on notice, can the minister ingthe government’s Waterproofing Adelaide policy?
provide the budgeted amounts for each project, and also the TheHon. J.D. HILL: Waterproofing Adelaide will
number of staff that are employed in DWLBC for each ofdevelop an integrated water resources strategy for Adelaide
those projects? for the next 25 years to provide and better manage the water
TheHon. J.D. HILL: We will take that on notice. | have resources available to Adelaide and its environment. The
seen a letter to the member, in response to similar questiongroject is expected to take two years to complete and will
I think | may have just signed it over the weekend. develop recommendations for policy, legislative and program
MsCICCARELLO: I refer to Portfolio Statements, page changes to allocate water more effectively between compet-
9.45. What is the government doing to protect the state’g users, to improve service delivery, and to encourage
native vegetation? conservation. It will also investigate administrative, regula-
TheHon. J.D. HILL: The proposed changes to the act,tory and institutional impediments to the uptake of efficient,
which have now been implemented, were developed over aternative water supplies, including waste and stormwater.
period of more than three years and involved detailed reviews A steering committee, comprising government representa-
of the acts and regulations, public consultation and follow-upgives, has been established to provide high level directions of
consultation with key interest groups. The Native Vegetatiorthe study. Under the committee’s guidance, a project
Act was assented to in December 2002. The amending aoianagement group will carry out the major study tasks. A
largely followed the native vegetation amendment bill ofcommunity-based strategy advisory committee (chaired by
2001, plus some changes that were brought into it by thithe Hon. Don Hopgood) has also been established to facilitate
government. Parts of the act relating to penalty and laveommunity consultations and communications. This commit-
enforcement provisions were proclaimed in December 2002ee held its first meeting on 10 June this year. To date, the
The remaining provisions of the act will formally end focus has been on developing the parameters for the study
broadacre clearance in the state; provide that any clearanaad the identification of Adelaide’s water requirements to the
approval is conditional on a net environmental gain; signifi-year 2025.
cantly encourage revegetation; ensure that people proposing Work has commenced on the collection of information, as
to clear land finance the collection of data on which thewell as the development of an analytical framework and
Native Vegetation Council needs to determine an applicatiorscenario modelling. The study is identifying the demand and
include provisions to allow the public an opportunity to supply projections for the Adelaide region to assess whether
comment on clearance applications. supplies will be adequate for the future. A community
In addition, provision will be made for a land-holder to engagement strategy will be developed for the report, and
seek a judicial review of the administrative process in relatiortonsultation will be undertaken throughout the project in a
to a decision on a clearance application by the council. Thetructured approach that is tailored to each stage. The project
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is expected to cost $1.8 million. Funding has been obtainedas virtually made the water unusable in those areas. Itis a
through the NAP ($415 000), SA Water ($1 million), and very big worry.
DWLBC ($400 000). Dr McFETRIDGE: As a supplementary question, as part
This is an incredibly important program and givesOof the strategy to save water for Adelaide there was talk of
Adelaide the opportunity to change the way it thinks aboubuilding a temporary weir at or above Wellington. What
water and to look at water resources in a much more meanvould be the effect on the lakes in that case, where there is
ingful way. Currently, we use approximately only 1 per centan evaporation pan? All the dairy farmers and the viti-
of stormwater that is created in Adelaide each year in &ulturalists would be severely affected.
productive way, and that stormwater is roughly equivalentto  TheHon. J.D. HILL: Certainly, one of the options being
the amount of water we take out of the River Murray on arconsidered by the Murray-Darling Basin Commission is a
annual basis. So, if we can replace a substantial part of odgmporary weir to try to guarantee water supplies. However,
River Murray water with stormwater, we will be doing both | understand that it is at the theoretical stage at the moment.
the environment and our economy a great deal of good. ~ Clearly, proper consideration would have to be given to the
The CHAIRMAN: On that point, there is often the impacts on all the water users. It may well be that, if we
assumption that, because water goes into the ocean, it igached the stage of putting a temporary weir in place, the
somehow wasted. If one considers the impact on fisheries af¢pter quality in the Lower Lakes would be so poor that it
so on, that is not the case; however, the popular view is thaf/ould not matter whether—
if water goes out to sea, it is a negative. | can understand the Dr McFetridgeinterjecting: .
point that the minister is making, but there is this popular TheHon. J.D. HILL: Thats right. So, it probably would
misconception. The East Coast of Australia would not0t make that much difference if we reached that sort of
produce as many prawns if the rivers did not flow out to theemergency situation. We were planning to talk about the
ocean. River Murray later on, so those advisers are not here at the
TheHon. J.D. HILL: The point the Chairman makes is moment. However, we can go through thqse issues again.
a very important one. The reality is, of course, that storm- MISMAYWALD: | want to ask a question about water

water is now collected through a whole set of channels, pickEEStriCtionS' particularly regarding temporary transfers of

up a lot of pollutants on the way, and then flows out andVater and the requirement for IDMPs. Recently, at public
causes damage to the ocean, no matter how much work eetings the department said that it would consider stream-

put in place to clean it up. However, | think that | would ining the process and perhaps look at even waiving the

rather see the water going out through the mouth of the riveieduirement for the new water transfer IDMP, provided that
than a lot of channels and streams along the beaches m‘e property alregdyohad an IDMP up to its existing alloca-
Adelaide. If we can take the pressure off the River Murra)}'on' Is that possible’

with this measure, | do not think we will be causing too much IhheiHon. J'tDl'_lHI LL: Iwill ask Mr Fre_em?r? o CﬁThme”t .
damage to the Adelaide coastline; in fact, | think we will be°" N8t aSpect. HOWEVer, as we are going through this water

causing some positive benefits. Of course, it is highly€Striction process, | want to put on the record my gratitude

unlikely that we could capture 100 per cent of the stormwateiO the River Murray irrigators of South Australia for their

from Adelaide but, if we could get even a third or a quarte remendous . cooperation with the _department_ and the
of it, we would be doing brilliantly. government in the development and implementation of the

) . . strategy. | think that they have shown great leadership and
We are doing quite well in terms of treated effluent. Wecommunity cooperation. | particularly want to acknowledge

usetlnf?hpr?du?tlzj/e ¥f\1ay stome(\;vherg.b(ii\(/jvelend16 andd 17 P&le member for Chaffey’s role as member for that area for her
centorthe treated etfluent produced in Adelaite, and we arge iy pringing together the irrigators in her region and in

well ahead of most of Australia; only one of the other state ; ; : : )
(Western Australia, | think) is doing reasonably well. tglpe);?gé?\?erlr;develop thatpolicy, which we have implement

TheCHAIRMAN: As | indicated earlier, Iwas at Finniss | know that it is not the ideal from the point of view of the

over the weekend, where it was pointed out to me that thgyigators. | acknowledge their preference for a crop-type
salinity levels in the lower reaches of the Murray haveg|igcation but, for technical reasons and reasons based on our
doubled over the last two or three years. Does the ministggck of knowledge, we have not been able to implement that
have any information on the salinity levels in the Murray, narticular strategy. However, we have implemented a strategy
particularly the Lower Murray? that was preferred by them to the strategy that was initially
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Itis certainly true that the salinity suggested by me, and we were happy to go down that path.
levels in the Murray have increased dramatically as a resuiiye know that, as a result of the strategy we have implement-
of the drought. The levels are increasing anyway as a resudld (which is a reduction of 35 per cent of allocation), for
of the irrigation practices and the land clearance that hasome irrigators it is absolutely essential that trade be available
occurred in the European history of our state. Two thingsecause there will be irrigators whose allocations are not
happen in the Murray: natural salinity in the river when therebeing used who can trade those allocations, or at least part of
is a drought and, when water is removed, an increase in thieir allocations.
concentration of salinity. In addition, irrigation practices We therefore need to set up a system as quickly and as
force salts to the surface, and that salt goes back into thsmoothly as we can to facilitate those trades. It raises the
river, either across the land or subterraneously; both of thosgsue about stamp duty, and | know that the honourable
factors cause salt levels to rise. Of course, the drought makesember has talked to the Treasurer (as have I) about that. It
it a lot worse. | am not sure whether we have the exact figuresiso raises questions about the department’s own processes.
at the moment, but | will certainly provide them. We are very keen to try to set up processes that reduce both
I understand that at the Milang Lower Lakes salinity isthe cost and the time that particular transfers will take.
about 1 200 EC units. | am not sure whether we have figureBerhaps Mr Freeman might be able to add a little more
for all those reaches, but it is certainly higher than normal anthformation.
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Mr FREEMAN: There are two points: first, that, contrary 35 per cent, then less the .975, which has already been
to popular view, trade is quite effective in South Australia.allocated. So, just over 2 gigalitres would be available.
In the 2001-02 year about 20 per cent of all available water MrsMAYWALD: So, the water that has been, | guess,
was traded either temporarily or permanently. We do havacquired by the government through the Loxton Irrigation
quite an effective market. Notwithstanding that, it is clear thaRehabilitation Scheme will be available only to Barossa
trade is going to be a significant response this year. It is likelyrrigators?
that we are going to see an increased market. We are talking TheHon. J.D. HILL: I think that the honourable member
about trying to cut back significantly that two month transferhas put a spin on that, which is a most unfortunate reflection.
period that currently exists. We are looking at all possibleThe reason itis going to the Barossa irrigators is because the
strategies to wind that back. former government entered into an arrangement with the
Where water has been used in an area historically anBarossa irrigators in order to get sufficient finance to pay for
water is being traded into that area, if it is simply to top upthe scheme, which is benefiting the irrigators in Loxton. If it
an existing allocation, which had been reduced in the curreritad not been for that leasing of the water that scheme would
year, that will be a smooth process; if water is going into amot have had the finance to enable it to happen. But the
area that has not been irrigated previously then, perhaps, vieneficiary of the remainder of that water will be the
need the long-winded process. We are trying to find a processwironment. As | understand it, it was always the intention
that will significantly reduce the two months. Notwithstand-that that water was to stay as environmental flow, not to be
ing that, though, there is a strong view that trade does naxploited by the government for financial benefit.
exist in South Australia, and that is just not correct. We could, if we were so minded, go into the market and
MrsMAYWALD: As a supplementary question, trade sell that water, but | can assure the honourable member that
is very important and you have had discussions with some dhe government would be criticised mightily for trying to
the departmental staff during the public meeting process. Wiltapitalise on a drought. | know that governments in other
the minister please explain what he will be doing with thestates may have done that but we were not going to try to take
4.8 gigalitres of water that is available from the Loxtonwater out of the environment and put it into profit for the
irrigation rehabilitation, and how might irrigators, who are state government.
efficient and who are feeling the real pinch of this, be ableto MsBEDFORD: | refer to sub-program 2.4, Portfolio
access that? Statement, page 9.51. Will the minister advise the committee
TheHon. J.D. HILL: The 4.8 gigalitres, as the honour- of progress with the rehabilitation of the Loxton irrigation
able member knows, is as a result of the Loxton scheme, techeme and what benefits will result from the project?
which she has just referred. The former government began the The Hon. J.D. HILL: The scheme was established as is
process of allocating a percentage of that water to Blla soldier settlement scheme after the Second World War. The
(Barossa Infrastructure Limited). As | have already advisegcheme operates an open channel water delivery system, that
the committee, we have agreed to that scheme being pursuésl. the Loxton irrigation scheme, which was inefficient and
I have a little detail here. | am advised that 1.5 gigalitres wasontributed to salinity. Rehabilitation of the scheme com-
made available to BIL: 600 in 2002-03 and then another 90@enced in 1999, with works initially planned over a six year
in the following year, and that came to 1.5. | have to say thatime frame. Stage 1 consisted of a temporary boost to pump
that was less than it would have liked. station and pipeline, which delivered water at low pressure
I think that it was wanting closer to 2 gigalitres, but it will to 30 growers in the new private development, Century
be treated in the same way from 1 July as all other irrigatorsOrchards. The new Loxton high pressure irrigation scheme
That allocation will be reduced by 35 per cent, which will was officially opened by the Hon. Warren Truss, federal

take BIL down to 975 megalitres. In relation— Minister for Agriculture and me, on 24 May this year.
Mrs Maywald interjecting: Allirrigators in the Loxton district are now connected to
TheHon. J.D. HILL: No, not 975 gigalitres; .975. the new scheme with only finetuning and testing of the
Mrs MAYWALD: Megalitres, | am sorry. system before final handover to the Loxton Trust. The total

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Yes; it would get more than South rehabilitation of the scheme is estimated to be approximately
Australia altogether. | am sure that it would work out how to$35 million. | point out to the committee that that is
use it, too. In fact, it will be 975 megalitres. With respect to$7 million under budget and two years ahead of the original
the remainder of that water, it is my decision that it will stay schedule. The savings for stage 2 will be shared between the
in the river for environmental flow purposes. | think that it commonwealth, the state government and the Loxton
would be wrong, during a drought time, if the governmentgrowers.
was to profit because there will be very high demand for The reason it has come in under budget is some work
water and the price will go up. Itis tempting to do it, but we carried out by a company based at Adelaide University by the
have decided that it would be inappropriate for us to try toname of Optimatics. This company is able to analyse piping
profit. It is a relatively small amount of water; just a couple systems and devise an optimum design for those systems. As
of gigalitres would be available. a result of its applying its technology and intellectual property

Even if we were to sell it and try to do it on some basisto the design, it was able to make adjustments which save, |
that would reflect need, | am not quite sure how we would ddhink, initially $6 million, and | guess another $1 million was
it. We could not enter into a constrained market: we wouldound in construction. This is a superb South Australian
have to put it on sale generally otherwise we would becompany with great technical know-how which is exporting
breaching competition policy, as | understand it, or at leasits ideas all over the world.
breaching the principle of competition policy. It could So, as a result of this work, productivity from existing
actually end up going anywhere. We think that it is better thaproperties is anticipated to increase by approximately
it stays in the river in this period. In fact, the amount that$10 million by closely matching crop requirements using the
would be available would be around about 2.2 gigalitres aftenew water-on-order system and on-farm improvements. An
we took into account the 4.8, which is reduced then by thedditional 1 000 hectares of adjacent land, including Century
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Orchards, will be supplied through the new scheme. The sallohn Anderson. So, | am not sure where the federal govern-
load back to the River Murray is predicted to reduce toment is going in terms of water trading. | think it will be an
58 tonnes per day over the next 50 years, equivalent to iateresting next meeting with the Premier through the COAG
10 EC reduction at Morgan. The new scheme has eliminategrocess.
4.8 gigalitres of annual water losses. So, itis a bit hard to answer that question because | think
Mr HANNA: | am pleased to see on page 9.48 that thet is still fluid, to use a poor pun, but from a policy point of
recommendations of the South Australian parliamentaryiew | think trading is to be encouraged. The breakdown of
Select Committee on the Murray River either have been osystems that discourage trading ought to be worked on and,
are in the process of being implemented. | want to ask aoertainly, we are doing some work within the department. We
omnibus question about that particular issue. | was pleasdthve been taking advice from Mike Young, who has been an
to see the interim update that was published at the time of thedvocate for the establishment of a trading system for water
forum earlier this year. Are plans and resources allocated fagimilar to the Torrens title. | am not too sure that it would go
that to happen on a regular basis (I suggest that would be vetigat far, but he certainly has some interesting ideas which we
useful)? Secondly, are there recommendations that there considering.
minister can specify which will not be implemented (and The CHAIRMAN: Minister, | do not expect a precise
there are particular recommendations which | think are mogtercentage, but how big is the challenge of getting people
significant—for example, in relation to water trading)? Couldwho are using outdated, inappropriate irrigation methods to
the minister also advise of progress on that particulaimprove their processes and practices? Are we looking at
recommendation? 50 per cent of irrigators, whether they draw from an aquifer
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I do not have a particular schedule or from a river. Who will modernise their techniques? What
for publishing updates. | was anticipating that, once the Riveis the size of the challenge in terms of getting people to adopt
Murray Bill has been passed into law and the committee thanodern irrigation practices?
is established by that legislation is in place, it would be useful TheHon. J.D. HILL: I think it is interesting if you look
if that committee could receive updates from me or from theat just the River Murray—and | do not have the exact figures
department on a regular basis to analyse how we are going in front of me—that over the 20 years or so that we have had
terms of implementing those procedures. | agree with tha cap in place in South Australia there has been an increase
member that we need a system in place to go through thaf 30 per cent or so in the amount of irrigation that has
process. It has been pointed out to me that the Save tleecurred and the amount of product that is produced. These
Murray levy has a budget line to put some resources into thiigures are rough, but it is thereabouts. And we have done
implementation of those recommendations. | do not think that without having more available water. A little bit has
have had any advice, although I will be corrected if | amcome in by way of trade but, basically, it has been done by
wrong, in relation to recommendations which are not beingncreasing efficiency. The trouble from an environmental
pursued. | think all those recommendations are still beingpoint of view is that little of that water has gone back into the
pursued, but | will check and, if  am wrong, | will get back river in the form of environmental flow. Perhaps some of it
to the member. is in the river for environmental flow but it is always subject
It is still my view and that of the government that water to an economic imperative.
trading is worth pursuing and is, in fact, an important device The River Murray catchment water allocation plan has
to try to maximise the amount of water that comes down thémposed on irrigators in the upper reaches of the Riverland
river. We need to do it, however, in the context of ensuringn the member for Chaffey’s area a water efficiency target of
a guaranteed environmental flow first. The danger i85 per cent. In the lower swamps area it is an efficiency
unrestricted water trading is, of course, that sleeper and dozactor of 65 per cent. That, of course, reflects the fact that
licences will come onto the market and, as New South Walethey use the water in a different way—for flood irrigation—
has allocated more water than it has a cap for, if that werand 65 per cent is probably the optimum level of efficiency.
allowed to happen without any real controls, you would endn 2002 a survey showed that the average efficiency in the
up selling more water out of the system than they ardRiver Murray was between 75 and 80 per cent. So, | think the
currently taking, so that would have a negative impact.  River Murray irrigators have been pretty efficient because the
In fact, the argument really needs to be couched in termsnly way they have been able to get more water, unlike their
of what amount of water is required for the health of the riverNew South Wales and Victorian colleagues, is by using less
We would say, as the select committee did, that another 2 0Gihd producing more. The 85 per cent target has to be met by
or 3 000 extra gigalitres is needed. Once you have worked o@007.
how much water you need for environmental flow purposes, | would also say that as a result of the water restrictions
it makes sense to allow the use of that water to be determing@togram which has been put in place which imposes a 35 per
by a proper market arrangement. There are some issues to dent restriction on irrigators in terms of allocation, those
with that, and it is interesting that debate at a federal level igrigators who are not very efficient and using most of their
changing. The federal Liberal Party, on the motion of Senatoallocation will be forced to look at efficiency measures. |
Heffernan from New South Wales, seems to have gone backould expect many of those will take up technologies and
on its ideology in terms of trading and now has a moredevelop new processes which will make them become more

socialistic or controlled policy position. efficient.
Mr HANNA: There are a lot of marginal seats in New  If they do that in this drought year, they will have only
South Wales. minimal loss of production. Of course, some irrigators in the

TheHon. J.D. HILL: There are a lot of marginal seats Riverland are very efficient; they are really state of the art
in New South Wales, as the member observes. And, in facirrigators. If they are using only 65 per cent or less of their
they seem to be taking a different position from the positiorallocation, they will not be affected at all by the drought. |
they took previously, and certainly a different position fromhave spoken to irrigators who thought it was unfair, when we
that which was once taken by the Deputy Prime Ministerwere talking about water use. They said, ‘Look, we have
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become very efficient, and we put the savings back into the TheHon. J.D. HILL: I know the member is looking for
river as water flow." | commend them for what they havean answer which is different from the answer | am going to
done. Those irrigators will not have any loss at all, but wheragive him. | received advice from both the department and the
the most problems will be are those ones who are verghair, or the executive officer—I cannot recall which—of the
efficient but use close to 100 per cent of their allocation. Theyocal catchment board that that was the package that had been
will have to find up to 35 per cent more water or reduce theimorked out through the catchment water management plan
production accordingly. for this coming year. When the member for MacKillop raised
The system we have set in place will mean that there willt with me, | asked for that to be reviewed, and | went through
be water there for trade, and, as was said to the member fthie process again. The advice was that | should retain that
Chaffey, we will try to make sure that trade happens venposition.
efficiently. | think the range of processes will mean that Mr WILLIAMS: It is interesting that the minister says
South Australians will become very efficient water users. that he received advice from the CEO of the catchment
Mr WILLIAMS: Minister, at the bottom of page 2.25 of management board to that effect, because the minutes of the
Budget Paper 3, you say: catchment management board show that, on 21 August last
Water monitoring and resource assessment—monitoring of botiear, the catchment management board passed a motion, as

ground and surface water monitoring networks to be restricted tfollows:

those areas where the resource is under stress. The board agreed that:

Can the minister explain to the committee in which areasthe 1. The fee in lieu of the levy remains at $25. If a water holding
resource is under stress or, alternatively, which areas of thalocation is made available for bona fide sale or lease then no levy
state are not under stress, and how he will achieve $800 Oq]@?d?‘yauﬁ but the feel('j” “?U of aheh|ev)§]'5 payéll(ble- If the V\r/]at?f"
in savings in each of the next four years? olding allocation Is sold or leased then the transferee pays the fu

TheHon. J.D. HILL: The total expenditure for this area levy. . .
is estimated at $2.085 million. This initiative involves | understand that the CEO was to write to the minister
reductions across groundwater and service water monitorirgpPSequent to that, which he did. The minutes of 18 Sep-
networks across the state and reallocation of resources tgmPer show that the membership of the board picked up an
concentrate on areas of high priority. In large part, we will beSTor in the letter that was written to you. The board reaf-
reallocating resources to focus on other areas, includingfmed its earlier decision, and the CEO was instructed to
tapping into moneys available under other programs, such 4¢1té to the minister again. _ _
the monitoring and assessment associated with salt intercep- The next time the matter appears in the minutes of the
tion schemes coming on track over the next few years: fofaichment board was on 19 March, where a letter was tabled
example, Loxton, Bookpurnong, Chowilla and Mypolongafrom the minister's CEO (written on behalf of the minister)
are funded through the NAP process. Assessing funds fro@dVising the new arrangements concerning the fee in lieu of
NHT will commence in 2003-04, and there will be @levyand the water holding and water taking levies. In fact,

$12.3 million available. There is the potential to access fundi advised that the minister had revoked section 122A on 6
for the initiative through other schemes that will come onMarch and had written to all licence holders on 14 March. My

prescription of the East Mount Lofty Ranges and the Wesfnanagement board were aware of this was after the minister
Mount Lofty Ranges over the next year or so. They are th&ad taken that action. It seems incredibly strange to me that
areas of highest priority, as | understand it. The fact is thathe minister would say that the CEO of the catchment board
by accelerating the prescription, we reduce the amount dfad advised him to take this action. Did the CEO of the
monitoring that will be required. South-East Catchment Water Management Board advise the
Mr WILLIAMS: As a supplementary question, is the Minister of that, contrary to the motions passed by the board

minister saying that once he has prescribed that, there is R9th in August and September of last year?
monitoring carried out? TheHon.J.D.HILL: As | have said, | cannot recall

TheHon. J.D. HILL: A big effort goes in up front to Whether it was the CEO or the chair who wrote to me. The
determine the level of stress of the resource and what theoint is that the water plan adopted by the board contained
problems are. Once you have done that monitoring, you knofe provision that the holding licences would attract the same
what is required: you prescribe, and you know what measurdgVy as the taking licences. That was the position—
need to be put in place, and you go on to look at other areas. Mr WILLIAMS: It also contained the statement that
There will be ongoing monitoring of water resources, as dandholders with a water holding licence could avail them-
matter of course, but not that enormous effort that would gselves of the $25 fee, under the prescribed circumstances.
into getting that prescription happening. TheHon. J.D. HILL: | do not have the plan in front of

Mr WILLIAMS: Minister, | come to the issue of water me, but the advice | have is that the plan contained the
holding licences in the South-East. understanding that taking and holding licence-holders would

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am surprised that it has taken the be treated in the same way. | received, in writing, a recom-
member 5% hours to do that. mendation—and, as | have said, | cannot recall whether it was

Mr WILLIAMS: As long as we get there, minister. | note the CEO or the chair—that that was the approach | should
that on 6 March this year, the minister revoked section 122Aake.
of the Water Resources Act, a section which previously | acceptthe point made by the honourable member that the
allowed holders of a water holding licence to apply to pay eboard may not necessarily have had a motion on its books to
$25 fee. Can the minister explain to the committee on whathat effect, although by the time the process had been

advice he revoked that and for what reasons? reconsidered there was some sort of motion on their books
TheHon. J.D. HILL: The member has raised this issuewhich rejected the alternative position. The board went about
with me more than once. it in a fairly interesting fashion, but | took advice on it and the

Mr WILLIAMS: Still looking for a satisfactory answer. advice has continued to be that | should adopt that policy.
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Mr WILLIAMS: That may explain why at a regional In particular a large sum of the expenditure that has been
meeting of the South Australian Farmers Federation held atelayed relates to the Lower Murray irrigation swamps
Lucindale last Wednesday they passed a unanimous motigmogram and, as the honourable member would know, that is
of lack of confidence in the South-East Catchment Watenot really to do with salinity but is a water quality issue. It
Management Board. The minister's CEO was at that meetingas been delayed because of the difficulties in reaching
and | am sure he has reported that fact back to him. agreement with the community about how it should be

TheHon.J.D.HILL: | have also expressed some implemented. We have gone through a review process and
concerns about the process and | have asked the CE taere have been a number of appeals on how water is

investigate the matter: that investigation is in train. allocated, and we are working our way through it. We want
to do it as quickly as we can, but we have to try to take the
M ember ship: community with us, and the honourable member would

Mr Brindal substituted for the Hon.l.F. Evans. understand that. There are issues to do with system develop-

ment which the member for Chaffey raised as well, but we
will get further advice to the member on that.

Mr BRINDAL : If the minister has answered questions he
can advise me of the duplication and | will refer to the earlier
reply. With respect to salt interception schemes, the minister
. X Yvould be aware, as he is a member of the ministerial council,
comments on the River Murray In my comments on .thethat it is already a requirement that any user of water from the
Department of Water,. Lgnd ar?d Bl-odlver.sny Consgrvatlon.river is responsible for their impacts. So far the ministerial

Mr BRINDAL : This is the first time this budget line has ¢ouncil has chosen to make irrigators responsible for their
been examined because it is the first time there has beengnacts in terms of extraction. It is openly discussed in
specific ministry for the River Murray. Itis a very interesting council that it is only a matter of time before irrigators are
time to examine the budget line because the enactment of th | o be responsible for their impacts into the river. In other
River Murray Act coincides with the first real crisis we havewords, if an irrigator draws water and they are 85 per cent
had in the River Murray for 99 years. | remind the house anficient—15 per cent of the water goes into the ground water
the minister in particular that in contrlb_utln_g in a bipartisangng eventually seeps back into the river, eventually those
way to the development of that legislation through thejigators will be held responsible for the salt intrusion that
chamber we as an opposition, along with the member fog,gjr properties are causing on the river.

Chaffey, said that the true test of this legislation would not  The minister’s officers will confirm that talk of a salt levy

be in the legislation butin the way the legislation was enactef{as peen floated and discussed in council, the commission
and the consequences that could flow from it. Little did Weang in other places. That being said, the Qualco-Sunlands bill,
realise, although we may have seen the truck coming, the ditghich the member for Chaffey was very instrumental in
consequences that would be predicted so few months latg{qyising on and helping through the house, was a very good
Itis in that context that we examine these budget lines.  scheme in that if the Qualco people are ever asked to account

I refer to the NAPSWQ strategy, the salinity strategy,for their salt they have contributed to a scheme and their
which is of interest to all members of the South Australianimpacts will be negligible, as will therefore their liability. In
community and must be held to be of paramount concern igontrast, the lock 4 Bookpurnong scheme was a very exciting
terms of the River Murray. The 2003-04 capital investmenischeme put up by local irrigators—a scheme which has been
statement says that it is the implementation of variousidopted with some alacrity by the commission to get salt
programs, such as salt interception, that is of vital importcredits for New South Wales and Victoria, as is their right,
ance. Why did the government, which professes to begnd by officers of the minister's department.
committed to this, underspend its 2002-03 allocation of funds Unfortunately, in evidence given before the Public Works
for the project by $4.750 million or 37.3 per cent, especiallyCommittee, it now appears that the level to which the Lock 4
given that that $4.750 million is funds to be matched by theBookpurnong growers will be able to contribute is somewhat
commonwealth, so it represents, if the opposition is correcless than for some other schemes. This creates a dilemma
an underspend in salt interception and salinity programs dfecause, if the commission and the government take responsi-
some $9 million in the last financial year? Will the minister bility for the interception of their salt, there is in theory a
explain why this has occurred and how will it be rectified? possibility that, down the track, those irrigators will not have

TheHon. J.D. HILL: The member for Unley was out of been held to contribute to the remediation of their own salt
the chamber when the question was asked by the member flmads and therefore will be subject to a salt tax. Can the
Chaffey an hour or so ago. He may find that a number ofminister say whether or not that is possible?
questions he will ask were raised in general discussion an TheHon. J.D. HILL: Can the honourable member repeat
hour or so ago. However, given that the honourable membehe essence of the question?
has raised this issue in the past, | will repeat my comments. Mr BRINDAL: In a sense, the project has gone past the
Gaining approvals from commonwealth programs can bérigators in Lock 4 Bookpurnong, who really instigated the
somewhat problematic. It is a slow process and a number gicheme and did a lot of the early development work through
stages have to be gone through: a community-based stag®1T funding. | believe the irrigators paid for a lot of the
local NRM arrangements, a state body that gives advice omitial studies. It has been taken over and their contribution
priorities, and then we need commonwealth sign off and tds not even expected to be what has been the standard 20 per
implement the programs. It is a slow process and with theent. Because they are not now contributing, down the track,
NHT there was a fair bit of slippage as well. We are stillthe argument could be put forward, ‘Well, you didn’t do
dealing with some of the NHT funds from the days when theanything about your salt loads into the river, we the govern-
honourable member was minister. That is not a negativenent, we the commission, we everybody else, did something
reflection but is the nature of the beast. about it, therefore you are still liable. You have done nothing

Mr Goldsworthy substituted for Mr Williams.
Mrs Hall substituted for Dr McFetridge.

TheHon. J.D.HILL: |refer members to statements
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about your salt. If we introduce a salt tax, you will have to  Mr BRINDAL: Can the minister advise whether the
pay it Does the minister agree that that possibility exists?government has taken into consideration the fact that, in
TheHon. J.D.HILL: | find it difficult because | am Mmany areas, water levies are already collected for catchment
being asked hypothetical questions. This is not an examirwater boards to overcome local issues and that many areas
ation of the budget. | am not aware of the evidence that wawill not be paying the River Murray catchment levy?
given to the Public Works Committee. There is a general TheHon. J.D. HILL: The River Murray catchment levy?
responsibility on irrigators under the water allocation planto  Mr BRINDAL: The River Murray levy. In the South-East
be responsible for the salinity that they produce. There ighey pay a catchment levy but they will not pay the River
certainly pressure from Victoria, amongst others, for us tdVurray levy. In Onkaparinga, they pay a catchmentlevy and
bring this forward. The Victorians have a different schemea River Murray catchment levy through SA Water, and they
where people pay up-front for their salinity credits. In Southwill still be paying the River Murray catchment levy.
Australia it has been ex post facto. We are going through a TheHon.J.D.HILL: The government's intention
process of ensuring that they are brought into line over &rough the Save the Murray levy was to have a levy to which
period of years. | find it a bit hard to comment on hypotheti-as many South Australians as possible would contribute, and
cal possibilities during this budgetary process. the way it was determined to collect that levy was through the
Mr BRINDAL: Itis not so hypothetical, minister. Water SA Water bill, which a vast majority of South Australians
is a fully tradeable property right, so | can have the rights ofaY- Itis true that some people do not have a SA Water bill
extraction to water. | can buy those rights and that extracte@nd they will be lucky and they will miss out. Whether or not
water is then mine, and put into my care, custody and controfovernmentsin the future decide to extend the provisions to
If that water flows back into the river, and it has salt in it, | Include those people is a matter of public policy, and also a
have a responsibility to the rest of the community and to th&luéstion of practicality. For instance, what would be the cost
rest of the river. That is as it is espoused by the commissiorpf doing it? If it becomes so difficult to track down all the
If the Qualco Sunlands scheme is built and the irrigators asRthers, you would wonder about whether it was necessary to
to put a desalination plant in line, in your scheme, and tak&0 It.
from that scheme 15 per cent of the flow as fresh water back It is true that, through the catchment water boards, there
on to their properties, would you agree that that is probabl{s & levy in place for the management of catchments in South
their property right? Because 15 per cent of their water flowé\ustralia, and I think that I answered in part a question about
beneath their property, they have a legal right to extract thdfat arlier today, that the rate of that levy is 1¢ a kilolitre for
which is theirs, and having extracted that 15 per cent ofnost of South Australle_ls irrigated wa_lter._ It_ is 1¢ for public
water, no water can be held to flow back into the river, sgvater and for non-public water supplies it is 0.35 of a cent.

their salt liabilities would be zero. That is not a hypotheticalln the McLaren Vale prescribed area, itis 1¢ a kilolitre, and
guestion about your policy. so it goes. In the Northern Adelaide Plains, it is half a per

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | lost track after the third ‘there- €Nt on allocation and half a per cent for water use. The

fore’ or so. This is quite an argument that the member | ember is right, there are water catchment levies in place, but
constructing. | am not aware of any budgetary implication aﬁey provide services of a different type to the Save the

this stage of that scheme. In simple terms, there is al urray levy.

expectation that irrigators are responsible for salinity levels, . S | Said in answer to an earlier question, the Save the
g\/l_urray levy is to do a couple of things. It is to provide us

with the resources necessary to try to rescue the river. Half
gthat funding, approximately, will be spent on specific
rograms and the other half will be allocated to obtaining
ore water for environmental flow. The benefit of having
hat kind of levy in place is twofold. First, until the govern-
nt or the parliament decides to stop it, it gives us a

constructed from that basis. If an irrigator paid into the
scheme a quantum that equated to what was required to taR
out their salinity levels, one would assume that they had m
their obligations. If they had not done that, the answer woul
be that they had not done it. | find it a bit hard to think

through a scheme such as the one that the member is pultti ; 2
rmanent allocation of resources to that specific purpose,

to me, because there are obviously a whole range of Iega?, . . - h
economic and other issues that would have to be considerefjich Will be protected by a special fund that will be
I am not saying there is not an answer to it but | am no stablished, so the money can only be used for that purpose—

capable of really addressing it in this context it cannot be siphoned off for other purposes. That will go on

. o . until we fix the problem.
not'i\gtra BRINDAL: | suggest that the minister take it on Secondly, and more importantly in one sense, it sends a

very powerful message to our colleagues in the Eastern States
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I am happy to do that. and to the commonwealth government—and | know that
Mr BRINDAL: If they want their 15 per cent of water people have sat up and paid attention—that the government

back and they have a legal way to claim it back, the minishere is introducing a Save the Murray levy, and that has given

ter's department will have him all over the courts. | do not se&ys a whole lot of brownie points. That will help us fight the

that the government has the right to take the water. Thgeneral argument in those states because they can see that we

department assigns them the water, it is their water, they havge serious and we are prepared to do difficult things.

the right to reclaim it. Just because it goes below their root MsCICCARELLO: My question follows on from that.

zone does not make it any less water that was assigned fhe minister has answered with regard to the River Murray

them. levy, but | refer to Portfolio Statements, page 9.48: what
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am beginning to understand the guarantee can the minister give that the funds raised by way

direction in which the member is heading. It does raise somef the Save the Murray levy will be used to improve the

interesting legal and property issues dealing with entitlehealth of the river?

ments, rights and so on, so | am happy to have a closer look TheHon. J.D. HILL: | thank the member for the

at it. guestion: it follows on nicely from the one asked by the
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member for Unley. The Save the Murray Levy is estimated | will go through some of the issues, the first of which is
to raise $20 million in a full year—that is $30 per residentthe water resources outlook. The barrages were closed in
and $135 for a non-resident—and will be directed to a serieBecember 2001, and have not been opened since due to the
of measures to improve the health of the river. It will go intolack of flow. This is the longest period that they have been
a special Save the Murray Fund and, by law, can only belosed since they were constructed in the 1940s. The current
spent on measures to improve the health of the rivemwater resource outlook is poor, with South Australia receiv-
Approximately $10 million will be set aside for South ing less than entitiement flows until water resource conditions
Australia’s contribution to an across the basin initiative toimprove across the basin. Basin storages are at record lows
provide water for environmental flows. | notice that | havedue to the drought. This has caused water levels in the lower
been criticised in some of the media— lakes to fall to record low levels. Unless there are good winter
An honour able member: Surely not! rainfalls over the catchment, it is unlikely that there will be
The Hon. J.D. HILL: —no, surely not—because that is sufficient water to fill the lakes and make any releases from

not very specific. It is hard to be specific until we know thevsfa\rr]rages until atr:ea_st t?e s_umme][ of 2004'05(]" h
exactly what the other states will agree to. But we hope that Ith respect to the implications of a restricted mouth,

there will be agreement on a fund that will help to achieveextended closure of the mouth could lead to environmental

those outcomes. The details of that, | guess, will have to wafi€gradation of the Coorong, particularly if the mouth remains
until the Murray-Darling ministers meet in November. WaterCI.OSeci during summer, when high temperatures and low
for environmental flows is required to improve the health ofd'SSOI.Ved oxygen levels could cause serious failure of the
the River Murray system, which impacts on South Australia'@duatic ecosystems of the Coorong. The Coorong, as
agricultural viability, ecology and its communities. The Meémbers know, is an internationally listed Wetland of
balance of the funds will be used to accelerate the recove:lgtematmnal Importance, listed under the Ramsar Convention
of the river. These activities include increased funding fo 985). Some 85 species of_water birds _have bgen recqrded
Murray-Darling Commission programs, including the Murrayth_ere' and many of these birds are subject to international
Mouth and salt interception schemes; implementation of thgigratory bird arrangements. The Coorong also supports an
River Murray water allocation plan; salinity reduction: Important commercial fishery and a buoyant ecotourism

scientific research and information; environmental flows andndgs”y' 3.Oth of which are dependznt upon a health.y r|ve1.
wetland management; water quality improvement; conserving tegat: '”lg c;urrent prot%ram.s .a? (f:ontt;]nggnue?\}lm early
the River Murray ecology; upgrading the river's waste>€P€MbEriast year, as iné vinisterior the River viurray,

i | stations and drain i | tem: and Rivdyote to_the MDBC requesting that it fund a mechanical
(l\j/li?&i/aAztai\mopleszrr?er?tgtign.age disposal system; and ?rﬁerventlon program at the Murray Mouth—the dredge. That

Th initiatives h b developed t | t oject began on 6 October 2002. The intervention involves
ese iniiatives av,e een developed to complement arle, o suction dredge that is being used to create channels
add to the government’s policies, and have been prioritise

. . ' “ffom the mouth to the Goolwa and Tauwitchere lagoons of
to address the longer-term issues facing the river. Thi g

S int ted within a | e Coorong to allow an adequate exchange of water between
program IS Intégrated within a larger Seven-year program Qa5 water bodies and the ocean. To date, 310 000 cubic

Works "?‘UO.‘ measures formulated within the Murra.y—Dar_IingmetreS of sand have been removed from the mouth and
Basin initiative program and the South Australian River umped onto the beach at Sir Richard Peninsula
Murray Salinity Strategy. The levy is estimated to ra|seane? The project has achieved its original objectives of

of $15 million this coming year and $20 million in future rotecting the health of the Coorong over the summer of

years._t'[h((ja Igvy tiﬁ partt ?f a $279 million I?ﬁckage\?f Iur]d 002-03. However, continuing dry conditions have meant that
committed by the state, commonwealth and ViClonange greqging work will need to continue until river flows

governments over the next four years to improve the healt sume. The dredge has partially cleared sand from the

of the river. . Coorong channel, and for the next few months will focus on
MsBEDFORD: My question follows on from that. What keeping the mouth open by maintaining the Goolwa channel,
is the government doing to address the current situation at thgs tidal processes have reduced the size of the Goolwa
Murray Mouth? channel since it was first cut, and the mouth channel is also
TheHon.J.D. HILL: As members would know, the becoming more restricted.
Murray Mouth is an important icon site for the River Murray ~ On 9 May this year, the Murray-Darling Basin Ministerial
in South Australia. The condition of the mouth and the degre€ouncil supported an expansion of the current sand pumping
of restriction at the mouth is directly linked to the amount of project to ensure that the Murray Mouth remains open for the
river water that is available to flow out of the mouth. Attimesnext 12 months and a channel is excavated from the river
of high flow the mouth is clear and open, while at times ofmouth through to the Coorong before summer 2003-04. A
low flow the mouth becomes restricted and is in danger oecond dredge will be deployed to undertake this work.
closing. Closure of the mouth has occurred once previously MsBEDFORD: Will all River Murray water users be
in recorded history, and that was in 1981. Under naturaireated equitably in the implementation of water restrictions
conditions, the mouth experienced drought-like conditiongluring 2003-04?
(low or no flow) one in every 20 years. Currently, due to TheHon. J.D. HILL: The short answer is yes, they will.
over-extraction of water from the basin, the mouth experiencAs the member knows, on 14 June | announced a package of
es drought-like conditions one in every two years. Frommeasures to reduce the volume of water, and these restrictions
March 1998 to the present, the Murray Mouth has beemvill take place on 1 July. The restrictions will reduce the
largely constricted, despite occasional periods of small flonamount of water being used by about 20 per cent. Water users
The build-up of sand in the area is an ongoing and comthroughout the state who are supplied with River Murray
pounding problem. It is estimated that well over 2 million water will be affected by the restrictions. From July 1, River
cubic metres of sand have accumulated within the mouth iMurray irrigators will be authorised to use no more than
this time. 65 per cent of their licensed water allocations. Unmetered
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irrigators in the lower swamps area between Mannum and has cheated the river and the people of South Australia.
Wellington will be subject to a packet of measures aimed atVhat it has done is abominable and abhorrent.
reducing use in the region by 20 per cent, to meet atemporary TheHon. J.D. HILL: | find the statement made by the
cap of 80 gigalitres for 2003-04. member for Unley quite curious, because he seems to be
SA Water Corporation will be authorised to use no moretaking two contrary positions by what he has said. On the one
than 122 gigalitres for metropolitan Adelaide in 2003-04, thenand, he is arguing that any water that is found for Clare
equivalent of a cut in usage from the River Murray of 20 pershould come out of existing use, not out of allocation, and
cent. In addition, SA Water’'s country towns authorisationthen he criticises the scheme because it will be further
will be capped at 30 gigalitres, which is 80 per cent of thereducing the water available to other country towns.
average use of 37.5 gigalitres. In relation to that, there has If the member is criticising SA Water for that, presumably
been some comment in the media about a scheme to supgig is saying that it should be new water that is provided for
town water to Clare, and there has been criticism of that bein@lare. The member cannot hold both positions. | am not
continued. This scheme was initiated under the formeaware of the claims made by the member, and | do not doubt
government, and is being continued by this governmenthat he is honest in his recollection. However, | am not aware
Regardless of the scheme’s being put in place, there will bef the claims made by the minister in terms of agreements
no increase in the amount of water used by SA Water in termthat were made by the former government. The reality is that
of what it has had allocated to it this year for country townsthe former government did initiate this scheme. It was a
It has had a country town allocation this year of 30 gigalitresscheme that favoured the then premier's own electorate (I
which is an average of 80 per cent of what it used last yeahink Clare was in his electorate). As premier, no doubt he
before the Clare scheme came into place. was trying to do something of benefit to his electorate. This
The Clare scheme (which is under construction now) willgovernment has continued the commitments that have been
come into place, and any allocation to Clare for towns watemade.
will have to be within that 30 gigalitres, so no extra water will ~ The fact is that SA Water has an allocation of 50 gigalitres
be used as a result of Clare. There will be a slight reductiortp supply country towns. As the member said, on average it
| guess, to the other country towns to allow the Clare wateuses about 37Y2 gigalitres. So, there is the capacity for it to
to be provided. But I think the amount of Clare water isuse additional water, because it has an allocation to do so. |
relatively small. It is probably just one or two gigalitres; | am do not think that we in South Australia should feel guilty
not sure exactly what the volume is. So, there will be noabout using what we have allocated to us. Our guaranteed
reduction there. The Minister for Administrative Services,allocation is 1 850 gigalitres. We have a cap of around 750
obviously, has gone through the reductions. | have talkedigalitres and, as we know, SA Water has a rolling cap for
before about the Barossa infrastructure scheme, so | will nahetropolitan Adelaide, which is 650 gigalitres over five
go through that at this stage. | think that covers all the thinggears, plus 50 gigalitres for country areas. So, that 180
that | want to say. gigalitres per year for SA Water is out of 1 850 that comes
Mr BRINDAL: | have a supplementary question. | acceptinto South Australia and the thousands of gigalitres that are
that country towns are being limited to 30 gigalitres this yeaused everywhere else.
and, indeed, also the Clare Valley scheme, which we actively It is unreasonable to think that that allocation should be
pursued. But it was pursued by me and by the then premidreated any differently from any of the other allocations. As
on the grounds that no new water would be taken from théong as we are within the cap and not wasting water, | think
river. | remember that, and | remember obtaining my officersit is appropriate for us to use that amount. Obviously, as a
advice on that matter. | was shocked to learn that SA Wategovernment, now that we have introduced the capacity to
was taking an extra 2.2 gigalitres in a normal year on top ohave regulated water use (which was one of the amendments
its entitlement. It has a licence for 50 gigalitres: it normallythat was put through the parliament with the help of the
draws about 38 gigalitres. It will take an additional 2 giga-opposition in the last week of sitting), we can now regulate
litres of water from the river in a normal year on top of whatwater use across country and metropolitan towns. When we
it has traditionally taken. That is not what the previousintroduce those measures, presumably we will reduce the
government asked (and | know that this is not the minister'smount of water that is used, and there may well be even
portfolio); it was not to render the scheme non-viable. Thegreater capacity. However, | want to assure the committee
scheme is a profitable one and, by taking 2.2 gigalitres ithat the impact of this pipeline on water use in South
additional water from its country licence, all it was doing wasAustralia this coming year will be zero.
maximising the profits to the scheme. Mr BRINDAL: | claim to have been misrepresented: all
| appreciate that the minister is saying that he has nowwas trying to explain was that the minister has now limited
limited SA Water to 30 gigalitres of water, and how it usescountry water supply to 30 gigalitres; that is the point. If it
the 30 gigalitres is the business of another minister. Howevetakes some of that 30 gigalitres, other suppliers will get less.
I make the pointin this parliament that all that means is thatThat is all that | meant to imply, not what the minister said.
to give water to those people at Clare, because 30 gigalitrékhe other point | make is that, quite simply, we are looking
will be made available, other country users will have to befor environmental flows. | know that they can do it; | am not
squeezed even more. If SA Water wants to make tharguing that. | see no point in taking additional water from the
available to people at Clare, other country users who are noviver, when the minister is looking so desperately for every
being restricted will be artificially restricted even more togigalitre he can to go back into environmental flows. For any
prop up a new scheme which, in my opinion, perhaps couléhstrumentality (especially a government instrumentality) to
be deferred and not come online quite so quickly. take additional water from the river makes the environmental
However, | must strongly protest, and | have done so irflow task even harder. | do not want to belabour this point,
the Public Works Committee. The last government did nobut | was only arguing that, by taking any of that 30 gigalitres
announce this scheme as drawing any new water from theow (which is 80 per cent of what was used last year in
river. SA Water can cut the cloth whichever way it likes, butcountry towns) and by saying, ‘You can have your 80 per
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cent, and we will introduce a new factor into the equation,’irrigation to occur in the Clare region using Murray River
the minister is asking people to take a bigger burden. water, but the understanding | have is that any water that
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Thatis really the point the member would be used for that purpose, that is, irrigation, would have
is making, too. He is saying that Clare should be providedo be obtained by purchasing that water on the market from
water out of the average use of 37.5 gigalitres. If SA Watepther irrigators, hopefully in New South Wales or Victoria
were to do that for Clare, that would mean a cut of water useather than in South Australia.
in the other country towns on an ongoing basis. This is the Nonetheless, it could come from South Australia. And
point | am making. The member is objecting when itis at 80there is a positive net environmental benefit, as well as
per cent but, presumably, he is not when it is at 100 per cenpossibly an economic benefit, in doing that because it, in fact,
Mr BRINDAL : | see where we are confused. | am sayingtakes the water well away from the river banks, which means
that that water for the irrigators should be bought off the opeithat there is no salinity impact on the river, which reduces the
market. It should be bought in New South Wales or Victoria,cost of salinity in the river.
or off irrigators in South Australia, as the bill sought to do.  Itis interesting to contemplate the changes to management
An honourable member interjecting: of the River Murray in South Australia generally. We have
Mr BRINDAL: They lease it from the government. The been through the process of having a cap in place, we have
scheme, minister, still makes money. Even if they bought thatecognised salinity issues, we have established the Murray-
2.2 gigalitres of water on the open market and added it aBarling Basin Commission and we now have to focus on
additional water to our entitlement, it still makes money. environmental flow. It is interesting to think about the next
TheHon. J.D. HILL: That is what the former govern- stage in the way in which we manage this river. | think that
ment agreed to, because that is the town supply. Certainlifto the future we may find that more water will be taken
what has been agreed to is that any irrigation water supplie@way from the banks of the river and used further inland,
through the SA pipeline would have to be purchased on th&hich will protect the river from salinity. | am not suggesting
open market. However, | think it would be unusual if town all the water will go to Clare or the Barossa or somewhere:
water were purchased when we already have an allocation férmay be that a couple of kilometres from the banks in the
that. Riverland will be a better place to irrigate than right on the
banks. If you look at the maps which indicate where salinity
[Sitting suspended from 6.07 to 7.37 p.m.] problems occur, it is clear we will have to do something like
that.
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | would like to qualify a statement MrsMAYWALD: My question is a follow-on to an
I made in response to a question asked by the member fanswer that the minister gave earlier with respect to the
MacKillop about the taking and holding of licences. | impacts of the 35 per cent reduction in allocation of water
indicated that | had had advice from the catchment board ifrom the River Murray and the fairness of the application.
the South-East. That was my recollection; the department ha@ne of the areas for which | have greatest concern is those
been trying to find any written correspondence in relation tdrrigators outside the irrigation trust areas (the private
that, but we cannot find it. I still recollect having had adviceirrigators) who have had the capacity to expand and develop
from it; it may well have been by phone call or message otheir properties in line with the State Food Plan, export plans
some sort. As | said to the member for MacKillop, we areand desire to see water move to its highest cost return. |
reviewing what happened, because it clearly was not vergnderstand there are 544 irrigators above lock one who are
satisfactory and | will try to clarify exactly what happened. private irrigators, of which 146 use above 85 per cent of their
| just did not want to have on the record something which irallocation—that is, about 24 per cent use above 90 per cent
future may turn out to be not absolutely 100 per cent correcif their allocation.
as members would well understand. These are the people who will be hardest hit by the
While | have the microphone going, | understand that thelecision to move to a 35 per cent reduction in allocation.
member for Unley has indicated on the news that he iThey usually are larger irrigators who have had the oppor-
contemplating retirement. On behalf of the committee | thinktunity to purchase land outside the irrigation trusts and are
it is important that we note his huge contribution to this placeunable to expand beyond their boundaries; they have
over many years and express our understanding as to why perchased water; and they have also applied probably the
might reflect on his future. | am sure there will be very biggest investment in irrigation best practice. They are feeling
interesting positions for him in other spheres if he chooses tthe pain the greatest and, of course, because they are outside
retire from this place. The House of Lords has been menthe irrigation trust areas they have no capacity to offset, apart
tioned, but far be it from me to expand upon that statemenfrom trade—and, as the minister would be aware, trade issues
MrsMAYWALD: | add a supplementary question to thatare significant in that we need to have the water available on
from the member for Unley in respect of the 2.2 gigalitresthe market, the price is going up dramatically and there is the
from Clare. For clarification, will the minister advise how stamp issue also on temporary transfers.
much of the 2.2 gigalitres is for domestic consumption at How does the minister propose to assist those people
Clare and whether or not any of that will be available tothrough this process? They are part of the greater move
irrigators? forward to better irrigation and are the ones who are being
TheHon. J.D. HILL: As | understand it, the allocation hardest hit at the moment. Is there a regional impact assess-
comes out of the town water supply; therefore, by definitionment being undertaken? Is the minister planning to put in
it is for town purposes. What individual town water supply place some measures to assist these people?
customers do with it after they receive itisup tothem but,as TheHon. J.D. HILL: | share with the honourable
the member pointed out to me during the break, if anybodynember the concerns that she has expressed, and she has
wished to irrigate in that area they would have to get arhighlighted an area where there are great concerns. | think
IDMP through and that would take into account the sourcéhat | answered this in part before. | do not know whether the
of the water. The provision of the pipeline will allow member for Chaffey was present, but | went through the
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various classes of people who would be affected by thé the future, but we may have to wait 100 years or so before
restrictions, and it is clear that efficient users who use mostve go through this again. It is difficult. Obviously we will
of their water are in the most disadvantaged positionwork together. Once again, | congratulate the irrigators from
Inefficient users who use all their water can improve theirthe Riverland who have shown enormous fortitude and great
efficiency and it will improve their productivity long term, cooperation in relation to their handling of this matter.
as well as ensuring that, in the short term, they probably do Mrs MAYWAL D: Just on that note, the groundswell of
not suffer any loss. Those in the CIT or the RIT who havedissent is increasing, given the time that has now passed since
become efficient but who are not using all their water havehe announcement and people are starting to tally up the costs
plenty of capacity. It is that group of independent irrigatorsassociated with it for them on farm. | can give an example of
who have been fairly efficient— one irrigator who has recently developed 300 acres and he has
Mrs Maywald interjecting: to decide to which 100 acres he will not be able to apply
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Yes, those individuals who have water, and that is a significant issue.
been efficient and who use pretty close to their full allocation. TheHon. J.D. HILL: When you say he has developed,
I do not think anyone is using it absolutely 100 per cent, butio you mean he has not planted yet or that he has planted?
there are probably some who are pretty bloody close to it— \yrsMAYWALD: He has planted.
MrsMAYWALD: They are, yes. TheHon. J.D. HILL: But with new plants?

TheHon.J.D.HILL: There are those people. As | MrsMAYWALD: Over the last five years
understand it, from the advice that was given to the depart- TheHon. J.D. HILL: If an irrigator is in a situation

ment when it consulted with the irrigators and other group . o
about the best system to implement, there was a Clegyhere he is in the developmental stage and would anticipate

preference—and | would share that preference—for a Crogsmg ;nore water ml t?e next yezta_r than r:je US?OL last year, he
based allocation. However, | think it was recognised that w an, of course, app.y Or exemplions and assistance.
really just do not have the information and the capacity to MrsMAYWALD: He can apply for exemptions and
implement that, so we went for the next best option whictpSsistance?
was based on allocation rather than usage. The argument that | "€ Hon. J.D. HILL: Perhaps | have thatwrong.
was put, | think in part by the farmers federation, is that, if MrsMAYWALD: That would be good news. | really like
you go on allocation, it means that water trading will bethat, so I think we will hold that point.
encouraged; and so there will be capacity for those who use TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am sorry, that was the principle
more than 65 per cent of their allocation to obtain water in thave had in place when we were working on use, but once the
market from those who do not use 65 per cent of theiprinciple of allocation was adopted that was no longer the
allocation. case. So, | apologise for that, because | had not caught up
What can | do to help? There are limits to what thewith that variation.
government can do. We cannot provide more water: itisa MrsMAYWALD: Following on from that, as a supple-
physical problem which we are facing. What we can do is tanentary question, has the minister considered the option of
try to facilitate the market, and Mr Freeman gave somdooking at a combined option of usage and allocation? There
indication about what his department is hoping to do. As lare 2 500 irrigators between the Central Irrigation Trust and
indicated previously, | have had conversations—as has tH&e Renmark Irrigation Trust, and 544 private irrigators, and
member for Chaffey—with the Treasurer about the stam@bout 130 also within the Sunlands and Golden Heights
duty issue, and I think that we should move as fast as we caivigation Trust. It is the Sunlands and Golden Heights
to try to resolve that. In relation to a regional impact statedrrigation Trust and 146 of the private irrigators that are really
ment, my colleague the minister responsible for regiona$uffering. They are actually having a 35 per cent cut in use,
development has indicated that he will look at having abecause they use all their allocation, whereas lots of other
regional impact statement, and my department is cooperatirggople, who may be having a 15 per cent cut, are getting off
with his officers. | point out to the member for Chaffey that rather lightly. Is there any appeal process where someone
the regional impact statement has to be on the impact on thwho has developed their property might be able to look to get
region of the measures put in place by the government to dewlater elsewhere or seek exemption?
with the drought. TheHon. J.D. HILL: We would love to help all these
There is no point our going through a regional impactpeople, but the problem is that we just do not have the water
about the drought itself, because that is something totallyo deliver to them. The original proposition suggested by the
outside the control of the government. Where we have agovernment, based on advice from the department, was that
obligation is to deal with the drought in the best way possiblewe should go across to a 20 per cent usage formula. As the
Therefore, there ought to be a regional impact statememhember knows, there was strong objection to that, because
which looks at the method we have adopted and which ig was seen to be unfair. So, after consultation and advice
based on the advice from the irrigators about how we shoultom irrigators (and | think this is also the opposition’s
deal with the drought, implement the restrictions and helgosition), we went for a reduction in allocation. As a result
establish a proper trading market. However, | do feebf that, of course, those who would have benefited by a
enormous sympathy for those irrigators who are caught imeduction in just use are in a worse position but, whatever
that position. system we have, there will be a group that is worse off than
If there is any comfort at all, it is that this is a one in 100-the average. You can have a system which applies fairly to
year circumstance. Of course, it could occur next year, thagveryone, but you cannot have a system that says, ‘Okay, for
is, it could be the one year in the next 100 years, but, ovethose of you who will be better off under a reduction in
time, it is unlikely that we will go through this on many allocation, you can have a reduction in allocation; and those
occasions, unless greenhouse problems are here much sooofeyou who will be better off by a reduction in usage, you can
than we would anticipate. Obviously we are trying to learnhave that,’ because it just would not compute. We would end
from this circumstance so that we can better protect ourselvegp using more water than we would have available.
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However, bearing all that in mind, the advice | have isthat MrsHall interjecting:
there is something like a 70 per cent chance that we willdo TheHon. J.D. HILL: True. | said | wish to be neutral
better than the 35 per cent reduction come September about those things, but there are those in a different category.
October. We are a few months away from that, and we hav&he government is working through these issues. My
to hope that there is sufficient snowfall and rainfall in thedepartment and SA Water are working through it, because we
catchments in New South Wales and Victoria to supply usvant to set up a fair system which is sustainable. We are
with more water than we are working on at the moment. Wagiving it proper consideration. It is not something we need to
are being cautious, which is obviously a prudent thing to berush through because we have a few months before we have
but it may not necessarily be as bad as it appears. Howeveq collect it. You asked me about something else.
| do feel for those people. MrsHALL: About the information that is coming out
MrsHALL: Minister, | want to move to the question of from the hotline about using a bucket to wash down farm
water meters, and | do so on the basis of a number of issuesachinery. Perhaps the minister might be able to give us
that have been raised with me by the member for Goyder.ihformation on those exemptions.
am sure that the minister will be delighted to know that his  TheHon. J.D. HILL: That is about water restrictions
colleague, the minister responsible for SA Water, has actuallsather than the water levy. SA Water has to introduce its own
said ‘Mr Hill is handling the application incidence of the regime of restrictions in order to have its customers use water
levy.’ Therefore, my questions relate specifically to a numbebeneath the 120 gigalitres or so that it has available for
of examples raised with me by the member for Goyder. Henetropolitan users and the 30 gigalitres it has available for
has raised the fact that a number of the farmers from his argaral town users. | am not sure what they are saying about
are very concerned about the amount they will be paying, anfrm machinery and how that would be controlled, but we can
he uses a number of examples. His office has been contactgdt some advice from SA Water.
by a range of individuals who have very specific difficulties  In relation to those who take water out of the Murray
with the numbers of water meters—ranging from three tairectly, namely, irrigators, they are caught by the general
17—on their property. He goes on to say that the key issuprovision that they have to reduce use of their allocation to
for those individual farmers is that they realise they coulde5 per cent and, if they choose to have the most gleaming
amalgamate the meters. However, immediately they do sapachine in South Australia, that is up to them, as long as they
they are then entitled to only one base allowance oflo not go above their allocation. | am not sure what are SA
125 kilolitres, and they would be entitled to only one leakageNater’s rules on farm machinery, but | can get advice on it.
allowance every 10 years compared with, say, 17 leakage MrsHALL: A number of our rural colleagues would be
allowances. The figures worked out by the member fowery interested in receiving additional information about that
Goyder show that some of these farmers could be up for ibecause, as | understand it, some of the things we are talking
excess of $1 000 because of the extra cost they would theabout are boon sprays, which have to be washed down when
be paying for water. He goes on to say that some meters atleey change chemicals.
in individual names and others are in family trust names, so TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am not sure about the regulations
it is not necessarily a simple equation. The member foapplied to farm machinery by SA Water. This is an SA Water
Goyder has asked that the minister outline the proposals thitsue.
are already in hand. MrsHALL: | understand that, but your colleague,
The member for Goyder also refers to the hotline.minister, said that you are handling the—
Apparently, a farmer called the SA Water hotline asking TheHon. J.D. HILL: That was the levy—you are talking
about the restrictions but was ‘reduced to bewilderment whenow about restrictions. My responsibility is to make sure we
an operator from the hotline suggested that farmers usedo not get into a fix where we are trying to use more water
bucket of water to wash down their farm machinery’. | knowthan we have got, so | set limits on irrigators and on SA
the minister is well aware of the size of some of the latestWater. What SA Water does to comply with its allocation is
farm machinery, and | am sure he would not be absolutelyp to it, and what individual irrigators do to comply with their
thrilled at the prospect of farmers having to wash down thalimits is really up to the irrigators. As far as we are con-
equipment with a bucket—because that was the advice givarerned, if SA irrigators using River Murray water directly
by the hotline. Could the minister flesh out somefrom the river choose to have clean machines, it is up to
information? them. They would be prudent about how they did it so they
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | can flesh out the information for had maximum water for irrigation, but SA Water customers
the member. In relation to the Save the Murray levy, Iwill have to comply with whatever are the rules that SA
indicate that the first levy will not be collected until October, Water has in place. | am not sure what are the rules in relation
so we have several months to sort through some of the issutsfarm machinery, but | can find out.
that have become contentious. There are some issues in Mrs MAYWALD: As a supplementary to that, SA Water
relation to multiple SA Water bill payers, and there are somés saying that there may be other provisions under section 17
in relation to local government. The Minister for Local that may be imposed on SA Murray irrigators as well, even
Government and | will talk to local government about thosethough they have had a 35 per cent cut in their allocation to
issues. In relation to multiple water users, who are primarilffimit or control what they might be able to do with it on the
rural customers, there are two categories. There are those whmperty. There are certain quality control, phylloxera-type
have no choice but to have multiple bills, and | think that theyissues where machinery has to be cleaned and that is where
deserve a higher level of consideration. There are those whhe concern is coming from.
by choice have multiple bills in order to limit, to use aneutral TheHon.J.D.HILL: We will not implement the
word, the amount of money they have to pay for their use ofection 17 issues for anybody at this stage as we already have
water. That is not something a suburban customer can doal set of restrictions in place and it would be too onerous to
cannot put in two bills on my property to reduce the amounhave another set of restrictions in place at the same time.
| pay. Over the course of the next 12 months, if restrictions have to
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stay in place for that long, we need to work out what are thélackmore was telling me 12 months ago that there was a
most sensible regulated uses we want to put in place in theigh possibility of this happening, and | say that quite
longer term. That would be subject to consultation. publicly in the committee.

MrsHALL: | have another issue that | have raised with  Therefore, the minister may be liable for not allocating
your colleague the minister for SA Water, but it specificallywater according to crop needs because there are, as the
relates to all the issues we are talking about as it affects thmember for Chaffey points out, people whose crops will die.
restrictions and water use. When the education program arikhere are citrus people, as the member for Chaffey also
the general communication is being developed, will theknows, on basically efficient use who, if they do not water
minister give some form of commitment to at least look at thetheir trees properly this year, claim that it will take at least
possibility of printing some of the material in a languagefive years for the trees to recover.
other than English? The specific example | used before was TheHon. J.D. HILL: Not only Don Blackmore, but |
that of a brochure produced on how to call an ambulance—ttave been saying for more than three months that there is a
was printed in 12 languages. Given that so many people ihigh likelihood that there will be water restrictions in place
South Australia come from a non-English speaking backthis year. | have made it as publicly known as | could. It
ground, | wonder whether the minister could give an undersurprised me that it took the media many months to pick up
taking that some of these communications will also beon what | was saying, because | thought it was a pretty
pursued in languages other than English over the next fewmportant story. | think that the honourable member might be
months? mixing up that particular provision with the provisions in the

TheHon. J.D. HILL: Two communication strategies will legislation we introduced just recently. As | understand it, the
be in place, one being by SA Water to its customers, whiclprovision that the honourable member has referred to is a
are the vast majority of people in this state (and | assume frovision that gives me power to reduce allocations. | have
will do it in multiple languages), but my colleague will have not actually reduced allocations. What | have reduced is the
to give that detail. We will be communicating with irrigation ability of people to use their allocations.
customers. | understand the standard procedure is to do that Their allocations are maintained but they cannot use their
in a range of languages also. full allocation. That provision is really saying that if you were

MrsHALL: The specific issue that | have raised refersallocated 100 megalitres your allocation is now 65 megalitres
to multicultural radio programs and ethnic-based newspaperand that is what it will be hereinafter. What we have said is
| have observed many of the advertisements in the paper $bat if your allocation is 100 megalitres you are allowed to
far, and some of the communications that the minister and higse only 65 per cent of it because of these emergency
department are issuing. | think | just need a commitment thatircumstances, and next year it will be back to 100
we can assure people from non-English speaking backnegalitres.
grounds that they will be able to understand the new rules and Mr BRINDAL : | understand that and accept the minis-
regulations. ter's point, but | would still like him to take on notice the

TheHon. J.D. HILL: As lunderstand it, that will be the question of the legal liability the government might be
case. SA Water goes through its communications strategiexposed to—
and | am sure that it will use those media. My departmentwill TheHon. J.D. HILL: | do not believe it is exposed to
communicate with the customers of the River Murray whoany.
are the direct extractors via a range of media and also Mr BRINDAL: —because of the method that has now
language. | cannot guarantee that it will be on a particulabeen chosen. | hope that the minister is right, but the fact is
ethnic radio station or paper, but we will communicate withthat there are some people in South Australia who will suffer
them in the best way we can. We will take advice on how tchorrendously because of this, and we live in a litigious world.
do that. I would be very surprised if someone does not come out the

Mr BRINDAL : With the minister’s leave and that of the woodwork and start claiming negligence on the part of the
other members of the committee, because we would like tgovernment and its officers and try to sue. Nevertheless, we
try to honour the 8.15 finish time, | will try to ask these aswill see. | note that the Save the Murray levy will raise
omnibus questions, and | am sorry that the minister will nobetween $15 million and $20 million. However, there has
get the chance to directly answer some of them. | do not mindeen a cut to the minister's departmental budget of
if the minister takes them on notice. The minister’s power tdb11.46 million, and that is to be found in Budget Paper 4,
reduce water allocations derives, as he knows, from sectiovblume 3, page 9.43.

7(1) of the act, and the consequences of invoking sec- |therefore ask: can the minister assure the people of South
tion 37(1) are subsection (2), which allows the minister toAustralia that the $20 million will be additional money spent
reduce allocations and all licences proportionately. Howevenn the river when the keeping of the budget at last year's
subsection (3) provides for allocations to be reduced pursuatgvel would have given him an additional $11 million to put
to a scheme set out in regulation made by the Governor on thie? There are those who believe cynically that the budget has
recommendation of the minister. That, in turn, requires threbeen cut by $11 million, that the first $11 million from the
months’ consultation, and consultation with the Waterevy is to go to propping up the budget cuts from last year,
Resources Planning Committee. and that the amount of new money going into the river is

The minister has clearly failed to act under subsection (3)nuch smaller than the $15 million to $20 million that the
He has acted under subsection (2), which is fine, but whahinister claims it is.
advice has the minister had from his officers about his legal TheHon. J.D. HILL: Just in relation to the Save the
liability should someone decide to sue him because hiMurray levy, that will go into an allocated fund, a special
officers could have been held to know that this was a problerfund, that can be used only for the purposes for which it has
with a high probability of occurring for at least 12 months butbeen established, and given the lack of time now I will not go
that nothing was done to the point where subsection (3) coulthrough those purposes again. | have gone through that
not be invoked? | say at least 12 months, because Dostatement. The quantum of reduction is $3.6 million. They are
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the savings that | had to find in this department. They haveonsultancies or provide these services? How much will they
been saved and we have done much better than that in terrosst the taxpayer? Would the minister advise the committee
of our overall expenditure. | would not say that we are awashvhat percentage of the government’s total underspending
with money, but there is certainly a sum of money that will specifically applies to the departments and agencies reporting
be expended on the River Murray that is quarantined fronto the minister? What is the carryover to the 2003-04 period,
any budget cuts. with particular reference to any minor capital works?

Mr BRINDAL : Page 3.2 of Budget Paper 3 states thatthe Would the minister advise the committee of the number
levy will raise $20 million in the full year, net of levy of positions of all departments and agencies reporting to the
contributions by the South Australian Housing Trust. It alsominister and examined under these budget lines that attract
states that, while the Housing Trust will pay the levy, it will 5 salary package of $100 000 or more? Furthermore, would
be compensated for this cost. What does that mean? That yge minister advise the committee by how many positions this
collect the levy in one hand and pay it back with the othehas increased with respect to the last financial year? Given
hand? the merging of government departments, and the resulting

TheHon. J.D. HILL: The basic position is that Housing changes in the minister's department in particular, what is the
Trust customers are exempted. The expression there probalfillar value of these changes in all agencies and departments
reflects a more complicated way of trying to achieve the samgeporting to the minister? Since the charter of budget honesty
goal, which was that they pay it and it gets paid back. In factwill not be in place, despite government promises at the last

they have been exempted. election, will the minister outline how it affects his port-
Mr BRINDAL: Housing Trust customers, but the folio—

customers are not the landlord. The Crown is the landlord and - An honourable member interjecting:

the I|ab|I_|ty rests on the Iano_llord. The landlord is ha_rdly Mr BRINDAL: Well, it is interesting how you can be
broke. Itis the Crown, o why is the Crown not Comr'bu"ng?held to something that is not there. Will the minister reveal
If Jerry Karidis has a couple of poor renters in his properties . ’ )
| bet the government is not offering him a rebate because thtg th? committee exa_ctly what percentage of th? govern
ment’s new taxes and increased charges, if any, will be spent

Sg;p\l,sr\xhigna}ﬁhr: 'glrggvﬁrgac;?gg\év incomes. He will have tcfn his portfolio? Have any efficiency savings taken place

TheHon. J.D. HILL: For the same reason that Housinngthm departments or agencies reporting to the minister? Will

Trust customers are exempt from a range of SA Wate?he minister inform the committee how these changes in

charges. It is just the mechanism that has been in place fglﬁlmency will deliver better outcomes? Can the minister

some time. It is a bit of sophistry to take it from here, put it gleeansglssr:/:j% g‘geg%lmn']tﬁ;gmgcepégsrcaonr;'qsr’ngrgg’emggs
back there, and go around in a circle, so those customers have., . = ey S )

been exemptedg.JGeneraIIy those customers are in a simil3] hin his portfolio; if so, what were thglrflnanC|aI perform-
position to other SA Water customers who are exempte3nce outcomes for the 2002-03 year. . .
because they are on a pension of some sort or a low income. For all departments an_d agencies reporting to the minister,

I do not know the exact figures, but about 90 per cent oft"® there any examples since March 2002 where federal funds

Housing Trust customers are in that category, in any event)2ve not been received in South Australia, or will not be
Mr BRINDAL : | will pursue that in question time and | received during the forward estimates period, because the

will be writing to many of the prominent landlords around state government has not been prepared to provide state funds

Adelaide suggesting that they get onto the same exemptidﬁatching the federal-state agreement. If the answer is yes,
as the Housing Trust. what issues and what level of federal funding have been, or

Members interjecting: will be, lost? Did all departments and agencies reporting to

Mr BRINDAL : What we would like in government is one the minister meet all required budget savings targets for
system for everyone. The Crown is a model citizen. There2002-03 set out for them in last year's budget; if not, what

fore, if it is good enough for the Crown, it is good enough forSPecific proposed projects and program cuts were not
everyone else. | turn now to the omnibus questions. HoMPlemented? For each department or agency reporting to the
many full-time equivalent public servant positions will be lost Minister, how many surplus employees are there, what is the

or gained by the portfolio in the 2003-04 financial year? Howfitle or classification of each surplus employee, and what is
many reviews took place in the departments and agencid@€ TEC of the employee?
reporting to the minister under the budget lines for the For all departments and agencies reporting to the minister
2002-03 year? Who carried out these reviews? How much dith financial year 2001-02 what underspending on projects and
they cost the taxpayer? programs was not approved by the cabinet for carry-over
Has the government budgeted for reviews in any deparexpenditure in 2002-03? For all departments and agencies
ments or agencies reporting to the minister in respect of theg@porting to the minister, what is the estimated level of under-
budget lines in the 2003-04 year? If so, who is to conduceXpenditure for 2002-03, and has the cabinet any carry-over
these reviews? How much has been budgeted? How much dg&penditure into 2003-04? Mr Chairman, as | have run over
any of the agencies examined under these budget lines spef time by three minutes, and I do apologise to the commit-
on services that required, either as part of the process or &€, all of the rest of the questions, of which there are about
outcomes, advice or consultation either with other agenciet0 pages, | will put on notice for the minister in the normal
or bodies or the public and/or research services? Who carrietdy-
out these consultations or provided these services? How much TheHon. J.D. HILL: | would be delighted to answer
did they cost the taxpayer? those questions. Sadly, we have run out of time for the
Has the government budgeted for consultancies or focommittee and | will have to take them on notice. Can | thank
services outlined in my previous question in any departmentsiy departmental officers tonight for their tremendous help
or agencies reporting to the minister in the 2003-04 periodin assisting me to get through these very difficult questions
if so, who does the minister anticipate will conduct theseput by the opposition.
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The CHAIRMAN: Minister, before you go, | would like  portfolio of the Department of Transport and Urban Planning,
to put a question on notice. What is the current analysis adnd the Director of the office reports directly to me, as the
water quality at the draw-off point at Mannum, covering Minister for the Southern Suburbs.
salinity, fertiliser, e-coli and so on, compared to two years The southern suburbs have been defined as a region within

ago and five years ago? the boundaries of the cities of Marion and Onkaparinga. The
TheHon. J.D. HILL: That is probably for the EPA, but role of the office is to coordinate and advocate for the

we will take it on notice. particular needs of the south by developing an integrated
The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, | approach to the economic, social and environmental priorities

declare the examination of the votes completed. of the region, encouraging partnerships between organisations

across the region and providing a whole of government focus
for the region.

The initial budget of $440 000 included establishment
costs for the new office at Noarlunga and an ongoing staff of

Offices for Sustainable Social, Environmental four. The ongoing budget will be $400 000 a year. Due to the
and Economic Development, $869 000 office not being operational until part way through the year,
the carryover funds are being used to further develop Clever
Additional Witness: Communities. Clever Communities is a new pilot program
The Hon. J.W. Weatherill, Minister for Urban Devel- to change the way in which young people think about
opment and Planning. education, and will involve whole neighbourhoods in the
education of our children. That means that parents, siblings,
Additional Departmental Advisers: employers and sporting coaches will be involved. After all,
Mr T. O’Loughlin, Chief Executive, Department of their attitudes are just as important as teachers as to how a
Transport and Urban Planning. child feels about school. Clever Communities will be

Ms F. Miller, Director, Office for the Southern Suburbs. developed and will commence this financial year.

Mr J. Jarvis, Manager, Regional Ministerial Office of the  During the past six months, the office has been involved
Upper Spencer Gulf. in a number of issues. The first issue is the announced closure
Mr P. Sandeman, Director, Office of the North. of Mobil's Port Stanvac refinery. The Director, Fij Miller, is

a member of the task force that was established by the state
The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments opengovernment to identify and investigate all issues arising from
for examination and refer members to appendix D, page 3, ithe announced closure and mothballing of that facility.
the Budget Statement, and part 10, pages 10.10 to 10.28econdly, following consultations with the two councils and
Volume 3 of the Portfolio Statements. Does the minister wishocal business groups, a concept for a green business
to make an opening statement? incubator has emerged. The incubator would bring together
TheHon. J.D. HILL: Both of us wish to make a brief pusinesses involved in green energy or new businesses that
statement. The Labor Party took to the last election are environmentally sensitive in their provisions.
commitment to focus on the needs and opportunities of The incubator was the subject of a half-day workshop with
Adelaide’s southern metropolitan area. Labor’s Plans for th&hinker-in-Residence, Herbert Girardet. The concept is to
Southern Suburbs is a detailed policy to develop the region'sollocate businesses on the one site so they can collaborate
industry and economic base and to improve the experiender economic growth. The Marion and Onkaparinga councils
of education in the south. Underpinning that policy is the goahre enthusiastic about the idea and will be closely involved
of a community that is more connected, between busines# the feasibility study that will be undertaken this financial
local and state governments, institutions and communityear.
groups. In the past, South Australian government has nothad The third issue is the Aldinga Beach-Sellicks Beach
specific ministries for metropolitan regions. This approachnfrastructure study. As a fast growing region, the south has
is new to South Australia, but familiar to other states. Wekey planning pressures that need to be managed carefully.
think it is an approach that can lead to a more inclusive anéollowing correspondence with the City of Onkaparinga,
ambitious community. meetings of senior executives from across government
Itis appropriate that the south is a particular focus of theagencies have been convened to discuss services and
government. It is among the fastest growing regions in thénfrastructure in the south. Planning SA will develop a
state, and it is a very important region for the economypopulation projection for the region, and a thorough study of
Bordered by the Adelaide Hills and the coast, the south hagfrastructure needs for the rapidly expanding council areas
its own distinct character. The Premier formally opened thés being undertaken. The fourth issue is the transport audit.
Office of the Southern Suburbs on 31 May 2003. It has beefransport SA is undertaking an audit of transport needs in the
operating since late last year, following the appointment ofegion and it is intended to be completed in August this year.
Ms Fij Miller as the director of the Office of the Southern  The fifth issue is the Flinders University. The office has
Suburbs. worked closely with the Flinders University regarding a
Mr Brindal interjecting: number of projects for the region, including new ways to
TheHon. J.D. HILL: I would not talk about derelicts too support mature age students, a mentoring program, and closer
loudly if I were the member for Unley. Fij is a former small connections between the university and the local community.
business advocate, and before that was herself a sm#@llnew package of programs is being developed and will be
business operator. In 1995, she was the South Australidaunched by me in July. The sixth issue is Food SA. In
Telstra Business Woman of the year in the business owngrartnership with Food SA, the office is undertaking a study
category. Fij has a small team of one administration officerpf the needs of the local food industry. | am hopeful that the
one project officer and an education project officer secondedtudy will identify new opportunities to grow the food and
from the Open Access College. The office is included in thgproduce industries of the south to complement the wine and
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tourism industry. There is the potential to establish thehe cities of Salisbury and Playford and the town of Gawler

Fleurieu Peninsula as the icon destination for boutiquéave agreed to join with the state government in a regional

tourism. strategic forum to be known as the Northern Partnership. The
There is much more | could say. There are six priorityobjects of the partnership are to:

themes for the office: developing clever communities,c promote and support the relationships between the state

economic development, improving transport, waste manage- government and the agencies;

ment, tackling infrastructure needs and encouraging promote and support regional initiatives; and

community leadership. We have 12 objectives that the office  |ead economic, social and environmental development.

is pursuing. However, I will Iea\{e it at that point, .because The work of the Northern Partnership is managed by the
know that members will be anxious to ask questions. Chief Executives Group, comprising the chief executives of
. state government departments and councils. The group is
. M e“.“befSh'pi responsible to the state government and to the councils for the
Mr Brokenshire substituted for Mrs Hall. achievement of the objectives of the Northern Partnership. In
Mr Buckby substituted for Mr Brindal. recent times, a Deputy Secretary of the commonwealth
Mr Koutsantonis substituted for Ms Ciccarello. Department of Transport and Regional Services joined the
) Chief Executives Group. So, we now have all three spheres
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: | would like to make ot government working collaboratively on the same issue.

some opening remarks concerning the Office of the North. 3, k of the Northern Part hio is imol ¢
The Office of the North is a small but important part of the Of(aﬁ\éveo E)f (t)he ISort%r. T?]rg S;éc?f?gs%ufclt?(;rrrspa?renteor? ed by

governments approach to joined up solutions across the support and implement the work of the Northern Partner-
whole of government, in this instance directed to the northern ship:

region of Adelaide. The Office of the North is a bold new nable government poli mmitments to the north to b
approach to government in seeking not only to work across enabie government policy co entstothe 0_ obe
realised through whole of government solutions;

the whole of state government but also to work in partnership . hi d soluti b
with local and federal governments within a region and to  €NSUré joint_ gwnership and solutions between stale
government, local government, industry and the

build collaboration with community groups and local .

businesses. | am pleased, as Minister for Urban Development community; o

and Planning, to have carriage of the office and, through it, Promote and support regional initiatives; and

implement the work of the northern partnership. - lead economic and social development through a more
Northern Adelaide is the key economic, social and Strategic approach.

environmental region of South Australia with its diverse andn short, the office has focused importance on securing

talented community, the automotive and defence base@mployment for northern residents from the opportunities that

advanced manufacturing and applied research industries aA¢e currently emerging. As an example of this approach, the

the rich resources of the Northern Adelaide Plains. Northerfffice has worked with Holden, its recruitment agency

Adelaide is also the focus of significant trials in water and(Manpower), Regency TAFE and the Office of Employment,

waste recycling, and in potentially significant green energyo train 60 long-term unemployed residents for employment

initiatives. However, despite this potential for growth andin the automotive industry, based on the immediate demand

prosperity, too many northern residents, families andreated by the Holden third shift. To date, the first cohort has

communities are disadvantaged and experience difficulty ifiesulted in eight jobs in the automotive industry.

accessing the opportunities available in the north. Therefore, Initial results are encouraging and subsequent approaches

it is important both to ensure greater investment, employmeritave resulted in similar courses being provided for employ-

and opportunity in the north, and also to enable northermment with DANA Automotive Systems, which have resulted

residents, their families and communities to enjoy the benefit® 28 jobs. A key project for the office will be examination

of development. of the government strategy and business case for the regen-
The government recognised the particular situation of th@ration of the Peachey Belt, in conjunction with City of

northern region in its election policy, ‘Labor’s plan for the Playford.

northern region: a vision for the north,’ which established the In relation to the north-west, as part of this regional

following vision for the region: approach | have organised for the Department of Transport
Our vision is for a South Australia where the burden of disadvan@nd Urban Planning to undertake a comprehensive audit and

tage can be lifted, where opportunities are available to all, where thanalysis of the issues, needs, resources, networks and services

skills and creative talents of everyone, particularly our young peoplein the north-west region, covering the majority of areas of the

are not wasted, and where the experience of our older people f§ties of Port Enfield and Charles Sturt. In addition, the

treasured and used. . . : .
Labor will initiate a coordinated, whole of government strzaltegyres’u'tlng report will assist the government in a whole of

to ensure the economic development of the North, ensure its benef@9vernment approach in this area.
are available to the people of the North and to ensure that the
community supports needed by our families are strengthened. M ember ship:

Labor will attack the problems that hold the North back. Mrs Penfold substituted for Mr Goldsworthy.
In order to deliver this vision, the government promised to
seek agreement from the northern region councils to establish TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY: | refer to page 10.12,
a northern region strategic forum to strengthen the relatiorttargets’. Will the minister advise the committee of the form
ships between state government, its agencies, and tludthe regional economic development, training and employ-
northern region councils. The role of the proposed forum wasent entity that will be established to identify skills require-
to promote and support regional initiatives, and lead econonmments, training and labour market programs? Who will be
ic and social development through a more strategic approagkpresented on the entity? What skills will the members
by the state government. | am pleased to be able to report thatquire? Will that entity not duplicate the work that is already
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being undertaken by the Northern Adelaide Developmentvomen who wish to join the work force. We have been doing
Board? some work with GMH recently in relation to a program for
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: The essence of this indigenous workers.
initiative is to pull together the plethora of individual  The Office of the North is also working to facilitate the
organisations dealing with these areas into one coheredevelopment of pathways to key industry areas by the
entity. This entity has not yet been established, but it is paevelopment of industry clusters, which will work in
of the work projected for the 2003-04 year. So that is why itpartnership with schools, universities and training providers
is in the targets. Ultimately, it will report to me, and a to develop a targeted response to skill gaps identified by
decision will have to be made about the nature of that entityindustry groups. This will enable young people to better
A range of bodies exists in this area, all performing partposition themselves to gain employment, help schools and
of the function. The Chief Executives Group within the other providers to ensure that their courses are relevant to
Northern Partnership has been tasked with the responsibilifpdustry needs and enable industry to obtain the skilled
of working up such a proposition. All the issues that theworkers they need. Progress is under way in the establish-
member raises will be considered in the decision makingnent of a regional education training partnership of state and
process to establish that entity. private high schools, TAFE and training providers in the
TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY: | am well aware of the University of South Australia.
activities of the Northern Adelaide Development Board. To  The Office of the North will be centrally involved in each
my knowledge, this entity is already undertaking the majorityof those matters—whether that will involve any notion of a
of this work, so what other organisations are you going tasubsidy is not something that has been determined. It is
include with the Northern Adelaide Development Board if certainly not part of the remit, | suppose, of the Office of the
you are pulling those all together? North. The Office of the North's role is to provide an
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: | am advised that the advocacy about those matters. Questions of the Office of
northern partnership will coordinate a whole-of-regionEmployment and Training and its policy in relation to subsidy
approach to these notions. It will include: the Northernwould remain a decision for that functional agency. The
Adelaide Development Board; the Northern AdelaideOffice of the North will play a role in this coordination
Business Enterprise Centre; the Salisbury Sports Centre; tieocess, but that is not to rule out the potential for this in the
Virginia Horticulture Centre; and activities that are presentlyfuture: it is just not something that is presently contemplated.
taking place under the auspices of the City of Playford. TheCHAIRMAN: This is a question to the Minister for
TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY: With reference to the same the Southern Suburbs. | have been concerned for quite a
page under ‘Targets’, will the minister advise the committeavhile about the lack of what | would call an entrance
of the program to be developed that will ‘acknowledge andstatement to the south as you leave Darlington, whether that
support local industry to employ local residents’, and will theis on the old Main South Road or the Southern Expressway.
government subsidise local companies to employ localhere is nothing really there that gets the attention of people
people? to indicate that they are entering an area with a lot of
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: We have found in the potential, an exciting area, the gateway to the Fleurieu, and
northern region—and no doubt the member is well aware afo on. | have raised the issue with the Minister for Transport
this—a degree of systemic discrimination against residentand the Minister of Tourism but they say that it is sort of
especially in some of the poorer socioeconomic areas. Smarginal to their portfolios.
whilst 800 jobs might have just been created, most of those | acknowledge that the Minister for Transport has tried to
would not have gone to people within areas of disadvantagéo something in terms of some tree planting, but | was just
or the long-term unemployed whom we are concerned abouvondering whether the minister could pick up on that. | am
This is a regular pattern. The advantage that we have is thabt saying that it is the biggest issue facing the south but |
now, with a work force of 5 000 at GMH, through attrition think itis an important psychological matter that needs to be
there will be about 500 new jobs a year. addressed as people head towards the south and to draw
So, there is an opportunity to turn this around and end thiattention to what the south can offer without going into the
systemic discrimination. We are looking to do this throughsilly sort of monument—
what has been described as employment pathways. There is TheHon. J.D. HILL: A big bunch of grapes, or some-
a need to create direct pathways between schools, hightting like that.
education and training and employment. There are two issues The CHAIRMAN: No, pineapples do not grow well in
involved: first, the issue of mismatch of skills with jobs thatthe south. | am talking about an appropriate entrance
are available; and, secondly, an element of presumption thatatement. At the moment we have a tiny sign that says
operates against people employed in this area. We want td/elcome’ which, | guess, at the speed a lot of people travel
organise better links between schools and industry to enabteey would not even see it. It is really about packaging the
a close relationship between the study they undertake and tleatrance to the southern area as an exciting and dynamic area.
employment existing in the area. For instance, young people TheHon. J.D. HILL: | acknowledge the Chairman’s
in schools in this region might directly engage their trainingongoing and passionate interest in this particular issue. |
in higher education in relation to those employment opporknow that he raised it in the Southern Partnership, | think,
tunities. three or four years ago. | think that is when he first raised it,
Some work needs to be done on identifying the obstacleand | do not think much has happened out of that forum in
to young people acquiring the skills needed to be able toelation to this. The chair certainly raised it with me and |
participate in those industries and ensuring that appropriateave written to my colleague ministers in relation to it as
school, TAFE and university courses are available. Employwell. However, | am happy to ask the Director of the southern
ment pathways may also need to be developed for specifeuburbs’ office to look at it. | guess that it is a matter of
groups in the north that are under-represented in the labowesources and priorities. | am trying to think of where you
force, such as indigenous people and long-term unemployegould put it and what it would actually be, but | think | recall
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that at one stage the honourable member was talking abocollege centred at Christies Beach High School which
some tree planting, street beautification, and so on. | guessvolves a whole range of schools in the southern suburbs.
that we can look at all those issues for the honourable When | was in opposition and the member for Mawson
member. was a backbencher, we worked together with great cooper-
TheCHAIRMAN: That is all part of it: beautification as ation to cause the member for Light to fund such a college.
well as physical identification. Another issue in which | amIt was a great achievement, and | thank both those gentlemen
interested and have been for a long time is getting what | cafbr their contribution. One of the issues that strike me when
a technology high school in both the south and the north. We talk about education in the southern suburbs is that we
have written to and spoken with the Premier, the Minister fohave a vocational college, which means there is sharing
Education, the Minister for Further Education and the federabetween half a dozen or so secondary schools for vocational
minister, who is happy for federal funds to be used. | thinkservices. It seems to me that we could go to the next step and
that there is a place for specialist technology high schools ihave the schools sharing other services as well, and we could
both the north and the south that go beyond what a normdlave not just a vocational college in the southern suburbs but
high school can offer in terms of a VET program. also a secondary college which picks up all the educational
New South Wales has some of these which, by their vergervices delivered by state schools, so that when a young
character, offer courses in robotics, advanced electronics, etperson got into year 11 they were in a secondary college. That
which a normal high school cannot match because of the costjould mean that they could have more flexible arrangements
and so on. | was wondering whether that is something that aand different options available to them, including the kinds
Minister for the Southern Suburbs and also your colleague a&f technological services the Chairman is referring to.
minister responsible for the Office for the North would like ~ TheHon. M.R. BUCKBY: | have one question and | will
to pick up. I know the member for Napier is also passionatgut the other questions on notice. This question is directed to
about this, and we have done some work on what is on offethe minister responsible for the Office of the North. On
overseas as well as in New South Wales. It is not simply tgage 10.15 under Operating Revenue, will the minister advise
re-create the old technical high schools but to go into a nevthe committee what comprises other revenue of $400 000 and
modern version, which is at a very advanced level. Newvhat is the source of that revenue?
South Wales has about 11 of these high schools, and they are The Hon. J.W. WEATHERILL: Originally, the funding
not simply offering VET. The particular location | have in for the offices was provided as benefits in kind, effectively,
mind for the south is the O’Halloran Hill TAFE site. | am not by the Department of Human Services and the Department
familiar with what potential exists in the north, whether it be of Transport and Urban Planning. When the offices were
under the umbrella of TAFE or the school system, but theestablished, that money came in from that source. So, it is
federal minister is willing to allow federal moneys to be useddirectly appropriated to the offices but through the operating
for that purpose, and he has confirmed that in writing thisaccounts of those two agencies.
week. Mr HANNA: My question is directed to the minister for
TheHon. JW. WEATHERILL: | will attempt to answer the south. What will the minister do to facilitate realisation
that question and broadly support that direction. | will giveof the Marion south plan, a complex plan which involves
you one example, and this is an undeveloped example, notgaeening parts of the Trott Park-Sheidow Park-Hallett Cove
particular project or program. To give you some flavour ofarea, developing the shopping centre at Hallett Cove and
what opportunities may exist, at Para Hills High School theyfacilitating transport links to that shopping centre? Clearly,
have a transport logistics stream within the teaching offeringi is an issue which cuts across several portfolios, particularly
they have at the school. At the same time in the northertransport and probably planning as well. So, what will the
region we are working on the development of transport basechinister do to facilitate the realisation of that plan?
projects within the Edinburgh Park project. So, there isan TheHon. J.D. HILL: I thank the member for Mitchell
obvious opportunity to be able to link up the specific skillsfor that question. | am aware of this ambitious scheme that
needs with employment opportunities within a region. Thesés being promoted by the Marion council and my office and
are precisely the sorts of linkages and bringing together thdthave had discussions in relation to it. | make two points.
these offices are about. It may be that some federal gover®ne, as the Minister for the Southern Suburbs, | am of course
ment resources may be available. not responsible for the operations of other departments but
The traditional employment linkages that should be drawn can act in a coordinating and advocacy role, and | have
need a geographic focus to fully enjoy those opportunitiescertainly been doing so in relation to that project. It ultimately
and ultimately that is what we are trying to establish adoils down to resources. It is a fairly ambitious (which means
healthy suburbs, where people can be educated, get jobs, liegpensive) project and the government would need to find
and work in the same area and not have to travel enormou®nsiderable resources to assist its coming to fruition. But |
distances to pull together a normal working life. This isthink it is a worthwhile project and my office will continue
exactly the sort of thing the office is directed to, so you havewvorking with other departments to see what we can do to
identified the key work for the advocacy and the linkages thabring it into existence.
are opportunities for these offices. Mr BROKENSHIRE: | need to get a little bit on the
TheHon. J.D. HILL: In the southern suburbs we have table as | ask this question. First, | support the Office for the
embarked on a program called ‘clever communities’ whichSouthern Suburbs on the basis that it will continue to deliver
I referred to briefly in my answer. The issue of technology isgood opportunities and real outcomes for the south—unlike
obviously important in relation to that, and | am happy to askwhen this government was last in office, when it promised
the office to explore the issue of technology as it applies tahings for three elections in a row and did not deliver.
that, whether you want a particular focused high school ora Membersinterjecting:
range of technology services across the area. | acknowledge Mr BROKENSHIRE: It is necessary, because the
the work of the former minister for education, the member forminister himself actually admitted, and we kept the minutes
Light, in establishing in the southern suburbs the vocationabf it, that this was an initiative for political purposes rather
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than other purposes after what happened in 1993. Th®400 000 thereafter. The first year's budget had $40 000 for
minister admitted that at a meeting and the minister is awffice fit-out, and given Fij Miller is a reasonably sensible
honourable member and | acknowledge he admitted that. | pgierson, we do not need to fit out the office each year.
on the public record the fact that | think Fij Miller is— Mr BROKENSHIRE: As a supplementary question, is
Mr HANNA: Stand up for the south, Robbie. the minister saying that the fit-out costs came out of the area
Mr BROKENSHIRE: | always stand up for the south— of supplies and services? It is a bit unusual for fit-out costs
past, present and future. | acknowledge the appointment o6 be under supplies and services.
Fij Miller. 1 think it is a good appointment, and this is the first  TheHon. J.D.HILL: As | understand it, but Mr
chance | have had to put that on the public record. In factD’Loughlin can correct me if | am wrong.
when we were in office, Fij worked for us, with outstanding Mr O’'LOUGHLIN: No, that is correct.
results. Mr BROKENSHIRE: One of the things which the
But, at the end of the day, the south needs more of whatinister did say and which | also want to put on the public
it got when the Liberals were in office, when it had unprecerecord because it is important is that this office would not be
dented spending on infrastructure, on economic developmensed by the government for blatant political purposes, or
and on economic officer support. We carried out infrastrucindeed for managing general constituent inquiry. | would like
ture projects such as the Southern Expressway and the majtat confirmed.
revamp of the Christies Beach High School and other schools The Hon. J.W. Weatherill interjecting:
in the area, and the list goes on. TheHon. J.D.HILL: No, | will not say that. It was
The dilemma that | have at the moment is that, whilst it isterribly cruel; it was a reflection by my colleague about what
nice to further develop partnerships (as it says in the descrigpersons would do with ministerial offices. | could not
tion objectives of the office), good working partnershipspossibly say what he said.
already exist and there is a strong community commitment Mr BROKENSHIRE: You can if you want to.
in the south. However, | encourage fostering of further TheHon. J.D.HILL: No, I will not go down that track:
partnerships. | put on the public record the fact that what wé is not my style. Obviously any time you do something new
really need in the south is more infrastructure and more diregieople say, ‘Oh, you're just doing it for political purposes.’
job opportunities, not warm and fuzzies, but outcomes thathe member made some comment about that in the middle
will deliver our future families opportunities where they will of what | was saying. What | said was that we responded to
be able to continue to keep their jobs in the south. concerns expressed by the community during an election
In my role, | will continue to push the government to period. We said, ‘Look, we recognise your concerns and that
ensure that what they have been used to getting in the lasitere is a perception that the south has been forgotten.” We
eight or so years will continue. | refer to projects such as thelid not win any seats down there. We heard what you were
urgent roadworks which are needed when you come off theaying. We are going to pay attention to the needs of people
Southern Expressway, the Victor Harbor-Old Noarlunga turnin the southern suburbs. One of the commitments was to have
off, which is one in which both the minister and | have the Minister for the Southern Suburbs and to create an office.
interests—nothing on the books, albeit that we have beeAs with all political responses, during an election people say,
lobbying for a couple of years. That was to happen when th&Ve have heard what you are saying. There are not enough
Southern Expressway was completed and on which theurses in hospitals; there are not enough school teachers in
previous government spent $132 million. Now that | haveschools, we will respond. However, when you employ nurses
said that, | look forward to working with the minister and my or teachers, it does not mean that suddenly they are political
colleagues in the best interest of real outcomes continuing fappointments; they just go about doing their job. | have made
the southern area. That is my job, that is what | was electethe point very clearly to Fij that this is not to be a political
for and that is what | will continue to do on behalf of the office and she is to work with all members of parliament in
Mawson electorate. First, why is there a cut in the budget othe area, and | believe she has made appointments with most
the Office for the Southern Suburbs from $440 000 inmembers, if not all.
2002-03 to $400 000 in 2003-047? I have not sought to maximise publicity out of the office,
TheHon.J.D.HILL: I am delighted to answer that and | think the member would recognise that. | have not
guestion and to thank the member for Mawson for the strongurned it into a publicity machine; it is really there to do a
support he has given to the southern suburbs office. Unlikeensible behind-the-scenes kind of job. In fact, | am reluctant
at least one of his other colleagues, he has had the decentwygive it too much publicity because, if | do, | am worried
to acknowledge the importance of this office. As | have saidhat we will start getting a lot of people coming there
before, this is not an office that will resolve everyone’sexpecting us to deliver services and taking away the demand
problems, especially overnight. It is not the infrastructurethat is created in members’ offices.
office: it is an office which will aid coordination. The We do not want to become the electorate office for the
member mentioned transport needs in the south. He did nebuthern suburbs, and I think that there is a danger that it
mention in his comments the fantastic good news story ircould go in that direction. That is not its job: it is really a
relation to bus services which his electors and some of mgoordinating advocacy role, as | have already said. Clearly,
electors will now enjoy as a result of the integrated bust has to be connected to the community and, as an office, it
service system which will start applying from October. While will talk to various groups. The member knows, from turning
not everything that the honourable member will have wantedp at the opening of the office, a range of people from the
has been found in this budget, | hope that he will admit thatommunity were there. | suppose the member could argue
there is some good news for at least some of the morthat it was a political function, but | do not know how we
disadvantaged members of our community. could do it without inviting people. It was not done in a
There is no cut to the southern suburbs budget. If theolitical way, which I hope he would he would acknowledge.
member looks at the forward estimates from last year, he will Mr BROKENSHIRE: As a supplementary question, if
see that there was $440 000 in the first year of operation ariddeed people do visit the office, given that it is located in the
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Colonnade Shopping Centre—and they may, in fact, comgreater employment opportunities and produce better
from the minister’s electorate, my electorate or the electoratesutcomes for communities generally.
of Gay Thompson, Dean Brown or Chris Hanna, Wayne The CHAIRMAN: | am conscious of the time.
Matthew, etc.—would the minister provide an electorate Mr BROKENSHIRE: Given the time, this will be my
boundary map for the Director so that those people can blast question, although | will continue to ask questions in
referred on to the specific office? guestion time, as the minister is aware. Mobil is the single
TheHon. J.D. HILL: | understand that the office has largest job loss in South Australia in recent years. In our own
that, and itis fairly prompt in letting people know where theyarea, Mobil is the largest job loss since the loss of 500 jobs
should go to get the services they require. at Metro Meat in my electorate about five years ago. At that
Mr BROKENSHIRE: That is a very good answer. stage | was very worried about what would happen to our
Someone has advised me that the minister is employing aarea as a result of the loss of those jobs. But from 1997
education officer. What will be the role of the educationonwards, the state has been growing at quite a rate; we are
officer, and is that a seconded position, or how was thatoming into our fourth successive year of growth and the
position appointed? trend indicators are probably the best they have been for
TheHon. J.D. HILL: One of the key projects | wanted 20 years. However, based on the government’s budget
the office to address is the issue of education in the southeffigures, both the employment and growth indicators are
suburbs. The member for Mawson raised the issue of jobeducing over the forward estimates period. In fact, in this
opportunities, and so on. The greatest indicator of success budget period it shows a plateauing effect. Given the fact that
employment is educational attainment, as | think the membehe City of Onkaparinga’s independent research by Mr John
would know and, as a former teacher, the member for Unlegpoehr has confirmed that 1 200 jobs are potentially at risk,
would know. | wanted to focus on how we could increase thé am very worried, and | know that all members in the south
educational attainment of young people in the southermvould be worried.
suburbs. My reason for doing that is deeply personal: it It worries me that for two months, effectively, there has
comes out of my own experiences as a parent, having a chilsteen a group working within government but that the group
who attended the local primary and secondary schools in migas not briefed local members who are trying to support
electorate——Moana Primary School and Seaford 6-12 Sedamilies that are starting to come into difficult times; that is,
ondary School. My younger son went to both those instituthey are starting to realise that their jobs are now finished.
tions, matriculated, and is now at university studying law andrhey have packages, but many of those people are in their
doing exceptionally well. So, well done to those local40s and early 50s and are highly skilled in a specialist area.
schools. Where is that government working group? Will that working
However, it is clear that a lot of children leave secondarygroup brief local members and the council on a regular basis?
school early before they have completed year 12. ManyVhat sort of package will the government be coming up with
families feel that the schools in the south are not up to it, sto offset what is an enormous loss in anchor economic
they send their kids to the local private school. They have &usiness to our region?
negative attitude towards the schools, and others just do not TheHon. J.D. HILL: | am pleased to acknowledge the
value education. | know, having sent my kid to the localhonourable member’s endorsement of John Spoehr's work
school, he did very well there and has gone on to do well. Sas an economic analyst. It would be interesting to go through
there is nothing wrong with the schools. some of the other work he has done, particularly in relation
| believe we need to develop a cultural change in thdo electricity privatisation, and so on, to see whether the
community so that families, and the people who support famhonourable member is consistent in his approval of John
ilies, develop an understanding about the relationship beSpoehr’'s work. Without derogating from his activities, it is
ween education and employment and start to value schoolslear that the announced Mobil closure will have an impact
So, | came with the concept which | call ‘Clever communi- on the southern suburbs. Of course, none of those persons
ties’, and | admit that it was borrowing, in a sense, from thehave yet lost their job, because the closure has not yet been
knowledge nation idea. However, | thought that knowledgesnacted. It is pre-emptive to criticise the government for
nation was just a bit too big and what we really needed wadoing nothing when the refinery is still operating.
knowledge neighbourhoods and clever communities. We are mindful of the concerns, and we will be working
I am really thinking of something that is a mixture of what closely with Mobil; and | have been maintaining conversation
the member for Unley and | remember as the disadvantagesdith key members of council. Some of the discussions
schools program, mixed with what Hilary Clinton referred toconcern issues to do with confidentiality and commercial in
as ‘It takes a village to bring up a child.” The idea | have inconfidence, and those kinds of issues. The Treasurer has been
mind is trying to develop in a community, amongst theleading the discussions. | have had at least one meeting with
leaders of the community, an understanding of the need fdrim and Mobil and certainly a number of discussions with
education so that the values of education are reinforcedim. | understand he is fairly close to making some an-
amongst the parents in the community and, ultimatelynouncements about what we will do as a response to the
reinforced amongst the children. closure. There are a number of key issues: what conditions
The education officer is seconded for a six-month periogshould apply to the closure; when, if ever, the site should be
to help put detail into that general idea. With assistance fronsleaned up; what are the triggers for that occurring; and, what
the education department and the Social Inclusion Unitsort of assistance package would need to be put in place?
which is focusing on school retention, and, hopefully, thel assure the honourable member that all of those issues are
commonwealth government, as well—because | understartzking considered and we will be making an appropriate
there is program money there—I hope that we can look aannouncement in due course.
how we can build in the community a greater understanding Mr BROKENSHIRE: Will the minister ask the Treasurer
of the need for and value of education in order to retain morghether local members, given the significance of this matter
kids in our schools. Ultimately, that will flow through to to our region, could be provided with a confidential briefing?
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I understand, having been in government, thatthere isatime The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions,
when you do that and when you do not do it but, as soon alsdeclare the examination completed.
it is appropriate, would you request of the Treasurer that all
local members be given a confidential briefing on the ADJOURNMENT
package?

TheHon. J.D. HILL: | would be delighted to ask the At 9.12 p.m. the committee adjourned until Tuesday
Treasurer to do that. 24 June at 11.a.m.



