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in the Budget Papers and must be identifiable or referenced.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Members unable to complete their questions during the
proceedings may submit them as questions on notice for
Monday 23 October 2006 inclusion in the AssembliXotice Paper.
There is no formal facility for the tabling of documents
ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A before the committee. However, documents can be supplied

Chair: to the chair for distribution to the committee. The incorpora-
Ms M.G. Thompson tion of material inHansard is permitted on the same basis as
applies in the house, that is, that it is purely statistical and
Members: limited to one page in length. All questions are to be directed
Ms C.C. Fox to the minister, not to the minister’s advisers. The minister
Mr M.R. Goldsworthy may refer questions to advisers for a response, and debate
Mr S.P. Griffiths between an adviser and member of the committee is totally
Mr M. Pengilly out of order. My observation is that it is not the advisers who
Mr T. Piccolo are at fault. |1 declare the proposed payments open for

examination and refer members to the Budget Statement, in
particular, Appendix C and the Portfolio Statements, Volume
The committee met at 11 a.m. 2, part 5. Does the minister wish to make an opening
statement?

TheHon. JM. RANKINE: Yes. The Office for State/
Local Government Relations is a small policy unit within
government responsible for advising the Minister for

Ms L.A. Simmons

Office for State/Local Government Relations, State/Local Government Relations on legislation affecting
$2 572 000 local government and facilitating relations between the state

Administered ltems for Office for State/Local government and local government here in South Australia.
Government Relations, $944 000 The office also provides administrative support for three
statutory authorities that report directly to the minister, that

Witness; is, the Local Government Grants Commission, the Outback

The Hon. J.M. Rankine, Minister for State/Local Areas Community Development Trust, and the Boundary

Government Relations, Minister for the Status of WomenAdjustment Facilitation Panel. The government is committed
Minister for Vo|un'[eers, Minister for Consumer Affairs, to building closer and more collaborative Working relation-

Minister Assisting in Early Childhood Development. ships between the state and local government here in South
Australia, and over the next 12 months | am keen to further
Departmental Advisers: strengthen those collaborative relationships and, at the same
Mr G. Knight, Acting Chief Executive, Primary Industries time, work on initiatives to enable councils to build frame-
and Resources SA. works for greater transparency and accountability to the
Mr M. Petrovski, Acting Director, Office for State/Local communities they serve.
Government Relations, PIRSA. A particular priority of mine, as minister, is community
Mr S. Archer, Acting Executive Director Corporate, engagement. | think that local government in this state has
PIRSA. generally had a reasonable track record in this area. Despite
Mr M. Williams, Acting Director Finance and Shared the positive examples among many councils, however, my
Business Services, PIRSA. principal interest is in greater consistency across the sector

and seeing us improve our engagement processes with

The CHAIR: I will start the week by reminding everyone communities. We need to give much closer attention to
about the rules and procedures relating to estimates. It isidentifying and encouraging the application of good practice
relatively informal procedure and, as such, there is no neeahodels for real engagement of our citizens in shaping the
to stand to ask questions. The committee will determine adirections and decisions of government. We should be
approximate time for consideration of proposed payments ttmoking to develop new and better tools for good consultation
facilitate changeover of departmental advisers. The ministaand involvement of the community.
and the lead speaker for the opposition have indicated that Recent legislative changes, as members know, now
they have agreed on a timetable for today’s proceedingsequire that the community is given a direct voice in the
Changes to committee membership will be notified as themnnual council business planning cycle, with the introduction
occur. Members should ensure that the chair is provided witbf mandatory public consultation policy provisions in the
a completed request to be discharged form. If the ministetocal Government (Financial Management and Rating)
undertakes to supply information at a later date it must béimendment Act 2005. The legislation also provides for
submitted to the committee secretary by no later than Fridagublication of information relevant to the business planning
17 November. processes and for public meetings and council meetings to be

| propose to allow both the minister and the lead speakehneld where members of the public may ask questions.
for the opposition to make opening statements of about 10 A natural extension of this discussion about civic engage-
minutes each. There will be a flexible approach to giving thenent and participation is a focus on elections and representa-
call for asking questions, based on about three questions pgon. Following the November 2006 local government
member, alternating each side. Supplementary questions wélections, | will be commencing an elections and representa-
be the exception rather than the rule. A member who is ndion review. It is my intention to work closely with local
part of the committee may at the discretion of the chair aslgovernment through the LGA to develop a range of electoral
a question. Questions must be based on lines of expendituaad representational changes with a view to improving local
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government elections from both a democratic and am service for which it does not have responsibility or the
administrative point of view. power to raise revenue to cover the cost of delivery, it would
South Australia’s Strategic Plan target 5.5 is to increasbe appropriate to consider an intergovernmental agreement
voter turnout in South Australian local government electiondetween the relevant levels of government on resourcing.
to 50 per cent within 10 years, that is, 2014. Accordingly, aThat meeting also agreed that work should be undertaken to
focus on developing strategies for improving levels of voterdevelop a draft set of broad principles to support such an
participation will be maintained during this financial year andagreement.
in future years to ensure that the target is met. An important | am pleased to advise that, on 12 April this year, the
aspect of this target is also about increasing the number déderal minister for local government, state and territory
nominations for local government elections and about aninisters for local government and the President of the
diversity of nominees. It is not difficult to realise that there Australian Local Government Association, on behalf of all
is a real under-representation of women in local governmerstate local government associations, signed the new national
at both the elected level and, more starkly, in executivéntergovernmental Agreement Establishing Principles to
positions in council administrations. A similar claim can beGuide Intergovernmental Relations on Local Government
made for Aboriginal people, young people and people of nonMatters. This agreement reflects the spirit of cooperation
English speaking backgrounds. enshrined in the state-local government agreement, which is
Over the past two years, in particular, the Office fornow entering its third year.
State/Local Government Relations has worked with local The intergovernmental agreement is focused on enabling
government and the Local Government Association tall three spheres of government to work together for the
improve financial management and rating practice in denefit of communities. This will be better achieved through
number of areas, including: the facilitation of information between governments, the
deallng with public concerns about the impact of rates; promotion of greater transparency in financial relations and
improving consultation with ratepayers about a council’sa commitment expressed in the intergovernmental agreement

proposed rating and budget decisions; by commonwealth, state and local government to achieving
developing improved strategic and forward financialmore open and productive relationships. The agreement also
plans; sets out the guiding principles for more specific arrangements

permitting the asset rich/income poor to postpone paymeritetween the commonwealth, states and territories with local
of council rates without jeopardising council finances; government and provides a framework from which further
examining mechanisms for internal and external reviewsigreements covering services and functions should be
of council decisions and best practice complaints manageleveloped.
ment. The intergovernmental agreement is consistent in spirit
This work culminated in the Local Government (Financialwith South Australia’s approach to its relationship with local
Management and Rating) Amendment Act 2005. The maigovernment, as expressed in the State/Local Government
provisions of that act, which is to come into operation in earlyRelations Agreement, to which | referred earlier. In fact, the
2007 are designed to: South Australian agreement was a model for the
open up to wider community scrutiny and participationintergovernmental agreement signed in April.
council processes for planning essential expenditure over It is important to note that our emphasis on long-term
time and for adopting annual business plans and budgetmancial planning and infrastructure has been endorsed by the
and declaring rates; LGA's own independent inquiry into the financial sustain-
ensure that councils have flexible rating powers to respondbility of the sector. The Financial Sustainability Review
to volatile property valuation movements and the otherBoard’s final report and recommendations were released in
wise consequential impact of rates decisions on individuafhugust 2005. The inquiry raised a number of fundamental
ratepayers, especially those with fixed and low incomesgoncerns that warrant a strong response by the local govern-
require councils to offer a rates deferral scheme for anent sector. It emphasised the need to address serious
range of seniors in our community; shortcomings in financial governance policies and practices
highlight the role of the South Australian Ombudsman inand the consequences of not doing so. Itis in the interests of
making sure that council decisions about rates impaahe community that the sector undertakes these reforms.

fairly and justly throughout their communities; The consistent message from the state government has
introduce requirements for long-term financial planningbeen to confirm its commitment to the financial sustainability
in infrastructure asset management plans; of local government and to prioritise ongoing financial

reguire community consultation on budgeting and ratinggovernment improvements as a matter of some urgency. This
proposals following impact modelling on the mosthas been done through the provision of expert Treasury
recently available valuations; advice and other assistance, as the local government sector
require each council to consider whether a maximunitself makes progress in addressing the inquiry recommenda-
increase in rates payable will be set for an owner’sions. The inquiry highlighted that other improvements were
principal place of residence; and contingent upon the LGA initially taking steps to provide the
improve administrative and financial accountability. necessary leadership in financial governance improvement.
The report of the commonwealth House of Representativeshe LGA has endorsed a detailed implementation plan and
inquiry Rates and Taxes: A Fair Share for Responsible Locahe establishment of a task force to lead action to address the
Government (the Hawker Report) was tabled in the federahquiry’s recommendations.
parliament in November 2003. A round table meeting of the In conclusion, | want to touch briefly on the continuing
responsible state and federal government ministers and ailork of the Minister’s State/Local Government Forum. The
local government associations was held in early 2004 téorum brings together state ministers, key state government
discuss a coordinated response to the report. The meetiagiministrators and the key political administrative leaders of
supported the principle that, where local government deliverthe local government sector to tackle those difficult issues
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where there is shared responsibility between state and lochbcal Government Relations had previously been met out of
government. Some of the key issues dealt with by the foruma different part of the PIRSA budget?
are listed in the highlights and targets for the Office for Mr ARCHER: No, that is not quite correct. During the
State/Local Government Relations in the budget papers. year 2005-06, PIRSA became responsible for three minister-
The forum will, among other things, continue to act as aal offices. | refer to page 54 of the Portfolio Statements,
facilitator for the closer strategic collaboration between statavhich are in front of you. You will see that there are in fact
and local government. Local government is already demorthree ministerial offices for PIRSA: one for minister
strating it can collectively take the initiative in the broaderHolloway, one for minister McEwen and one for minister
processes of state significance, such as contributing to thRankine. Previously, PIRSA only had one minister’s office
implementation of South Australia’s Strategic Plan. Myand that was for minister McEwen. The funding for that
interest is working with the sector in continuing to take thisoffice previously would have been held in another portfolio
initiative, and contribute even more significantly than itother than PIRSA, so this is the first time it has been recog-

already does to the prosperity of this state. nised within PIRSA's books. _
The CHAIR: Thank you, Minister. Does the member for ~ Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | refer to the income statement
Kavel have an opening statement? again. There is no figure in grants and subsidies line in the

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Yes, only a brief statement, 2005-06 budget, but a figure of $564 000 appears in the
thank you, Madam Chair. The three tiers of govemmemZOOS-OG_estlmated result. Will the minister provide an
(federal, state and local government) have served the natig¥Planation? .
extremely well over the years. | certainly believe in the 1heHon.J.M.RANKINE: | am advised that the vast
relative autonomy of those three tiers, particularly the loca[najority of that was for the Virginia floods and that had not
government sector. Local government generally does a vey€n budgeted for. _
good job in quite difficult circumstances and environments, Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | have a supplementary question.
It is the tier of government that delivers the majority of | thought earlier the minister said that a figure of approxi-
services on the ground. | commend the Local Governmerhately $700 000 was allocated for the Virginia floods. That
Association and the local government sector for theifS about $140000 difference. It is either $564 000 or
initiative of instituting the independent inquiry into financial $700 000: it cannot be both. . .
sustainability. Looking into the extremely important area of, 1 h€Hon. J.M. RANKINE: Mr Archer will explain that

any and every tier of government is a very worthwhile andor you. _
noteworthy initiative. Mr ARCHER: If you refer to Budget Paper 4 again, you
| have only been the shadow minister for local/stateVill see two lines: one is entitled ‘Supplies and Services’ and
he other is entitled ‘Grants and subsidies’. In the estimated

government relations for a few months and, over that perioo[
I would like to think | have established a good working result for 2005-06, $500 000 of that $564 000 relates to the

relationship with the sector and | certainly look forward to Virginia floods. There is a further $250 000 within the
continuing and building on that. supplies and services line of $1.087 million, which also

. relates to the Virginia floods.
Minister, | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, page 5.27, MsSIMMONS: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2 of

under the heading of Summary Income Statement. As we “Ae Portfolio Statement, Program 6 on page 5.28. Will the

tsr:a:’té?ael (Saihg?lg:aescl)ifnixfl?) ?Qﬁzsz?)gg.lggobTS |2tllst:]eedﬁth3rrg.i nister outline the progress of the Minister’s State/Local
P get, 9 overnment Forum and advise whether the forum is still a

$2.605 million. In the estimated result for 2005-06, the figure . :
is $3.639 million, a discrepancy of over $1 million. Cangthe.userI mechanism for addressing state/local government

- : : issues and priorities?
minister explain the reason for that discrepancy? . . .
TheHon. JM.RANKINE: | am advised that the TheHon. JM. RANKINE: Thank you; that is a very

. . S ood question. | have to commend the former minister for his
estimated results include something like $700 000 as a resjiitiative in establishing the Minister’s State/Local Govern-

of the Virginia floods. There is $175 000 in the estimate ent Forum. As | said in my introductory statement, we are

results for 2005-06 for the cost of the ministerial office thaty ey committed to a strong and productive relationship with
has been allocated in the budget line of the office. the local government sector in South Australia. There is no

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: In the 2006-07 budget, the qoypt that there are very significant and substantial benefits
employee benefits and costs have increased by approximatgly the state as a whole, and the communities within the state
$400 000 from previous years. Can the minister give afom a constructive relationship based on the mutual respect
explanation for what has caused that increase? of the two sectors.

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | would like to correct the The Minister’s State/Local Government Forum, as | said,
answer that | gave you a moment ago. | am advised that thgas established in 2002 as part of an election promise of the
amount | gave you for the minister’s office was not correct;incoming Labor government. The aim of the forum is to
it was $263 000. | will refer to Mr Archer to explain to you provide advice to the Minister for State/Local Government
the employee costs. Relations, the Premier, the government and the Local

Mr ARCHER: The reason for the employee costGovernment Association on issues which are matters of
increasing by approximately $400 000 is the direct result opriority to both sectors of government and which require the
the four-year effect of the minister’s office coming into our cooperation of both state and local government to reach an
budget. During the period 2005-06, the office of the Ministereffective resolution. The forum is reviewed annually to
for State/Local Government Relations first became part of thensure that it remains an effective relationship and mecha-
PIRSA budget; and in 2006-07 it will be there for a full year. nism for pursuing solutions to the issues on its agenda.

The impact of that is approximately $400 000. As part of the current forum review, the forum members

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Does that mean that part of the and the state government endorsed minor changes to the
budget for covering employee costs in the Office for Stateterms of reference and the membership, while the processes
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document has been updated to reflect a broader approachdemmunity engagement strategy, which we are hoping will
the forum. As part of the review, the Local Governmentprovide a very useful tool for local government to adapt.
Association proposed that the Minister's Local Government Very clearly, one size does not fit all, but we need to
Forum be better named to reflect its purpose. | have endorseldvelop something which is effective and which, irrespective
that suggestion and a number of other initiatives have beesf its size, the council can adapt so that it is meeting the
progressed through the particular forum. needs of its communities, getting some real understanding of
The stormwater management and flood mitigation issu¢he needs and aspirations of its communities and being able
is an item that the forum had on its original agenda, and to develop that accordingly. Again, one terrific example
understand that it has certainly been warmly embraced by thelayed to me related to the Onkaparinga council’s redevelop-
local government sector, in the main. In relation to thement of the square at Willunga. One citizen came to the
community waste water management systems, the forum hasuncil with a plan and, rather than saying to that person,
overseen a significant reform of community waste watefThank you very much for your idea’, putting it to one side
management (formerly known as STEDS). There have beeind then developing its own plan, the council actually worked
a number of key activities, including the provision of with the community based on the plan that had been submit-
information to councils on the necessity to make significanted.
changes to the management and pricing of the community The council still had some hiccups along the way but,
waste water management scheme; a study of the feasibilitimately, it was found that was the best way. There was
of the aggregation of community waste water managemeommunity ownership, engagement and endorsement of a
in a regional area, with the possible involvement of theproject that could otherwise have caused some considerable
private sector in order to achieve efficiencies in both theyrief. We are doing a considerable amount of work through
installation and management of the schemes; and an audife Office for State/Local Government Relations with the
across South Australia to gauge the effectiveness of thegcal Government Association to push this agenda forward.
current management and pricing schemes. Certainly, it is an issue that | am promoting as strongly as |
A whole range of those things have come through. Thean, and | am pleased to say that many councils are picking
forum has been instrumental in progressing other strategigp on the initiative.
issues, in particular the forum sponsored a workshop on vy GRIFFITHS: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2,
South Australia’s Strategic Plan in 2004. The workshopgage 5.27. The figures for grants and subsidies (and I note the
engaged councils in the plan and explored areas of agreemeifevious answer in relation to the additional $500 000 that
and opportunities for the state and local government tquas expended last year in the Virginia area, and | commend
discuss jointly agreed targets and objectives. the government for that) include an allocation of $69 000.

~ The forum continues to be, as | said, an effective mechayi|| the minister provide details of where that money is
nism for local government input into the plan. The activitiesintended to be expended?

undertaken by the Minister's State/Local Government FOrum The Hon. .M. RANKINE: The information | have is
have not only significantly strengthened the workinginai that money is for the European wasp program.

relationships between state and local governments throughyg petrovski can give the honourable member some addition-
cooperative approach to strategic issues but also driven maig[ information.

work in addressing longstanding problems. | expectthatthis 1. pPETROVSKI:
excellent progress will continue as the forum pursue ’
effective solutions to issues on its agenda.

The European wasp program is
Jllocated $70 000 a year from the state government to local

. This f ing i i -E
MsSIMMONS: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, government. This funding is provided post-European wasp

1 , SO iti ided quite late, and it i licati
page 5.28 of the Portfolio Statement (Program 6). Consult Peasor, 8o I+ 1S Proviced quiite ‘ate, and I 1S on appicaron

. 4 . . | From councils once they have provided money for the
tion and community engagement are important elements Qi gication of European wasps. The amounts tend to be quite
democracy at the local government level. As minister, wh

doi d b ice in th mall—from $1 000 to $2 000. Overall, 15 councils might
g:gggu oing to encourage and support best practice in thig,e an application. The total South Australian government

The Hon. J.M. RANK INE: Community engagement is allocation is $70 000, which is funded 50 per cent by the state

. . - government and 50 per cent by local government.
one of those areas about which | have been |ncred|bl)g Mr GOLDSWORTHY: As a supplementary question
passionate since becoming minister. Also, prior to MYyse y pp ya ;

. > - : 9 000 has been allocated to European wasp eradication
becoming minister, | was heavily engaged in my local are

to push better engagement with the community. We kno ﬂg%;i{gﬁ;,ls there any variance from the previous year's
that local people want to have a say in the direction of their : .

o : : Mr PETROVSKI: We do not have the final amount that
fn?[r)nargtugr:tzlst’hg? (jSiw:g b';gmi;ga;qﬁ?:tgf”fhg\?g ieaendgs:_%asfbeen sr;ent belcause the rlnoneysfare spent a1;ter thg end of

; . : ' e financial year. It is on application from councils, and we
outstanding e_xamples of councils qevelc_)plng engagemeiave not recgived all the repqpuests from local councils
proposals which involve people being willing to fill out a Mr GOL DSWORTHY- That is in the 2005-06 -
survey form and returning it to them. r - Thatis inthe -Uo-year:

It has been identified that, very often, the same people are MR PETROVSKI: Yes. )
having a say. However, they are not necessarily getting to Mr GOLDSWORTHY: What about in the 2004-05 year?
people of non-English speaking backgrounds, people who MR PETROVSKI: | do not have those figures in front
have literacy problems or people who otherwise may feel & me. However, through the minister's office, | am happy to
little disengaged from their communities. | have been veryget that information for you.
impressed with some of the programs that councils have The CHAIR: Mr Petrovski, you cannot make any
developed to ensure that they can engage with those peoplédertaking on behalf of the minister.
The Office for State/Local Government Relations is working TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: We are happy to get that
with the Local Government Association to develop ainformation for the honourable member.



23 October 2006 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 151

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: The member for Goyder might one of those that has been before the forum, and the Office
have a supplementary question. for State/Local Government Relations has assisted the LGA

Mr GRIFFITHS: Madam Chair, it relates to the effort in preparing a submission to the commonwealth. | understand
that is being made to promote the local government electionghat is progressing very well and discussions with the
and it is very pleasing to see that the number of new nomina\ational Water Commission are now under way based on the

tions— local government’s submission, and we anticipate the result
The CHAIR: This is a new topic. It is a new question, of this submission will be known later this year. That is
member for Goyder. Go ahead. something then that the federal government is going to have

Mr GRIFFITHS: Again, Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, to make a decision on. But we have certainly put an enormous
page 5.27. With the effort that is being made to promote locaimount of support forward for the LGA's submission. There
government elections and the record number of nominations a range of other priorities listed on the forum agenda, and
that have been received, can the minister please detail ahym happy to outline those for you, if we can just find the
expenditure lines, because the details are not provided to u8heet. There are a number those and they are, as | said, looked
of that effort in advertising, seeking people to nominate anét on an annual basis to ensure that they remain relevant and
the promotion of it, and encouraging people to actually votepertinent both to the state government and the local govern-

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: There was quite a deal of mentsector. | understand that climate change is one of them.
effort put into promoting both voter participation and peopleObviously at the next forum the drought will be one of the
nominating for local government. There were, | understandnajor issues on the forum agenda. The Financial Sustain-
a total of $54 000 expended from the Office for State/Locakbility Inquiry is another one of those issues. | think there is
Government Relations budget in 2005-06 in relation to thissomething like 20 on the list of priorities, if | remember
and some of the programs that we were involved in were joingorrectly. | am happy to get you that full list, if you like, but
programs with the LGA, and also bearing in mind localthere is arange of those very topical issues that are reviewed
councils themselves have a statutory responsibility tevery year and endorsed by the forum.
promote the elections. But it was a total of $54 000. Asurvey MsFOX: Could we just return to page 5.27: minister,
was conducted, and a youth campaign was conducted, whid¢tave you been actively involved in promoting candidates in
also included the LGA and the Office for Youth. A women’s the local government elections?
resource kit has been developed to both promote women Membersinterjecting:
involving themselves in local government, and, | understand, TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: That is a very interesting
a second stage of that to support them in their role aguestion. Look, | want to be very clear about this. | have
councillors. never gone out and publicly endorsed a candidate in a local

There have been ethnic radio translation and announcgovernment election. In fact—no, | inadvertently endorsed
ments, and also a state-wide schools competition and, | ha¥ee mayor of Mount Gambier a couple of weeks ago. |
to say, | was delighted to present the winners of that witrendorsed him and unendorsed him within about 30 seconds.
their prizes on Thursday last week, and | think we had oné was talking about encouraging young people on to local
short of a thousand children across South Australia involvegovernment and said how lucky they were in Mount Gambier
in that competition, both primary schools and high schoolsto have a young mayor, and then the mayoral candidate rang
The state was divided up into seven regions so there wetp and growled at me and | said, ‘Well, you know, I'm
seven regional winners, two age-category winners, and thialking really about engaging young people on council.’ If |
schools from which these children came also received had endorsed him it was quite inadvertent.
$1 000 book voucher for books for the school. | just want to make it very clear that—and | think you are

So it was quite an effort to promote the importance, Iprobably referring to the leaflet that | have here—I did not
think, of local government throughout South Australia, butauthorise, write or design this leaflet for Mark Osterstock; |
also engaging young people in understanding that, andlesigned it and wrote it and printed it for myself—
hopefully, in some way educating their parents as well about The CHAIR: Hansard cannot see this leaflet; you will
the importance of voting. When we had our communityneed to describe it.
cabinet in Clare, | was delighted to have a class of young TheHon. JM.RANKINE: Sorry, Madam Chair. During
children at one of the morning functions, and they were justhe last week of my state election campaign | released a full
bursting at the seams to meet with the Premier and tell hirgolour leaflet—
about their ideas and what they would do for their TheCHAIR: Order!
community. | have to say | was very impressed. Their ideas Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Point of order, Madam Chair.
ranged from economic development right through to thd would like to know what budget line this refers to, in terms
sporting and recreational facilities they saw of benefit theiof the minister's portfolio, bearing in mind that she is

community. referring to a particular candidate in the Tea Tree Gully
Mr PENGILLY: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, elections.
page 5.28, and the statement at paragraph 5: The CHAIR: | will answer that. The budget line was

Progressed major infrastructure issues considered by tHeferred to by the member for Bright. It relates to the budget
Minister's Local Government Forum. The Government of Southline that has been previously referred to by other members of
Australia and the LGA entered into a 30-year funding and governthe committee, relating to the minister's responsibility in
ance agreement for stormwater management and flood mltlgatlorbromoting candidates for local government. | understand
Can the minister advise what major infrastructure issues an@here the member’s concern is coming from, in terms of the
being considered by the Local Government Forum, apamninister's portfolio responsibilities, and | am listening
from those stated, concerning the 30-year funding agreemeacérefully to the answers.
for stormwater management and flood mitigation? TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: I just want to make it really

TheHon. JM. RANKINE: As | mentioned earlier, the clear that as minister for local government | have not
Community Waste Water Management Scheme is anothéntentionally endorsed any candidate. | have become aware
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of a leaflet that has been put out in the Tea Tree Gully areaach year about both the amounts paid to the auditor and the
in Golden Grove, that mirrors just about word for word areasons for terminating an auditor's appointment. The act
leaflet that | put out in my state election campaign. There waauthorises the ombudsman to conduct a review of ‘any aspect
a tiny typo on the back—on my leaflet | said, ‘My family is of the rating practices or procedures’ of a council, and
important to me, so is yours.’ The one that Mr Osterstock pupermits the ombudsman to investigate whether any council
out just says, ‘Family is important to me, so is yours.” So herate or service charge has had an ‘unfair or unreasonable
left the ‘my’ off, and he also omitted the photograph | had inimpact on a particular ratepayer’.
the middle of my leaflet of myself with the Premier. His does  The Office for State/Local Government Relations, along
not have a photograph of the Premier in it, it has instead with Treasury officials, has also been working very closely
graph. with the LGA to develop financial models for councils to

| do not want people, out in my community or in the local adopt. | was particularly pleased on Friday to attend a
government sector widely, to think that by him copying myministerial council meeting in Canberra. For some time,
leaflet that | was in some way endorsing him in the counciktates have been lobbying the commonwealth to improve the
election. It was either a case of my campaigning techniqgueamount of money being paid to local councils through the
and my design being so good that he needed to copy it, or Hemancial assistance grants. | guess that one of the outs the
was trying to ride on the back of my considerable electoratommonwealth has had is the problem with financial
success in the last election and to mirror the leaflet in ordesiccountability of local government. Indeed, this matter was
to benefit from it. reflected in the South Australian Local Government Associa-

The CHAIR: Order! Minister, you are straying a little; tion’s report, indicating that more money does not necessarily
relate to your portfolio responsibilities. | am quite confidentmean getting better outcomes for local government. So, it has
it does relate to your portfolio responsibilities but that is thebeen a priority for us to get that financial management

shape of the answer. Nothing further to add? structure in place.
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: No, thank you, Madam At all the council meetings | have attended, | have stressed
Chair. that we need, across all states, proper financial accountability

Mr PICCOLO: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, and management measures, so that the commonwealth no
Portfolio Statement, Program 6, page 5.28. Can the ministdonger has the excuse not to adequately fund local govern-
advise the committee: what has the state government doneneent. | was pleased that the draft proposals put forward were
assist greater financial accountability and improved financiadopted by the meeting on Friday, and will be presented to
management in local government—an area in which | hav€OAG.

a personal interest because of my experience in local Mr PICCOLO: I refer to the Budget Paper 4, Volume 2,

government. Portfolio Statement, program 6, page 5.28. Again, on
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Thank you; and a very good financial matters, can the minister advise the committee how

mayor. improvements in financial management arising from the
An honourable member interjecting: financial sustainability inquiry will advantage local govern-

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: They were both very good ment's case for improved financial support from the
mayors; is that what you are saying? | am happy to let yoeommonwealth government?
take that kudos. As | mentioned in my introductory statement, TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | think | have probably
the state government introduced a bill in 2005, the Locahnswered both of your questions at once. It is imperative that
Government (Financial Management and Rating) Amendmenbcal government in South Australia and across the nation is
Bill 2005, introducing comprehensive changes aimed atunded appropriately. As you would know, local government
improving accountability, flexibility, financial management gets its funds primarily from two sources: the financial
and rating decisions by councils. The measures in the aetssistance grants that come through the commonwealth, and
require long-term financial planning, transparency and publithrough their ratings structure.
consultation in the adoption of annual business plans and Mr GRIFFITHS: Not the state government.
budgets, and declaring rates. TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: No; through the common-

The principal provisions of the act are consultation on avealth. It is part of the agreement, which the states signed on
draft budget and business plan. So each council now will beo with Treasurer Costello, that the federal government
required to publicly consult over a draft annual business planndertakes responsibility for funding local government. My
before adopting the final annual business plan, including thenderstanding is that, in fact, since Malcolm Fraser was
council’s rating policy. Long-term financial and assetprime minister, the rate of taxation revenue that local
management planning: each council must prepare a long-tergpvernment has received from the federal government has
financial plan for a period of at least 10 years, and ardropped from something like 2 per cent down to 0.7 per
infrastructure and asset management plan for a period of aent—allow me some flexibility on those figures, but it is
least 10 years. about that.

One of the new provisions introduced by the act also As a result of a decision made in about 1997, local
highlights a council's existing power to obtain, from an government bodies around Australia have lost $174 million
auditor or some other suitably qualified person, an efficiencyn financial assistance funds from the commonwealth; South
and economy review of any part of a council’s operationsAustralia alone is down $12 million. Local government has
Provisions of the act require each council to: make reasonableen dealt a significant blow by the lack of funds from the
provision for rate relief, where appropriate; consider limitingcommonwealth government. The state and territory ministers
rate increases on a ratepayer’s principal place of residencate working very hard and putting on a lot of pressure for the
and the offer of rate relief for eligible seniors. commonwealth to honour its commitment to appropriately

Each council must also establish an audit committee; &tnd local government. We have a horizontal fiscal equalisa-
present there is merely an option. The council’s auditor mudion formula, whereby there is a baseline provided per head
be rotated after no more than five years. Council must repodf population; and then it is about ensuring that like areas
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within a state can provide similar levels of service. Thereis Mr GOLDSWORTHY: The minister is basically saying
just simply not enough money being made available to allovthat she will engage in a process of consultation with the
councils to do that. That is why it was so important at thePresident of the LGA to overcome these difficulties?
meeting on Friday for the ministers to endorse that draft TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: In any relationship, whether
financial framework. it is the relationship between you and me or with the Presi-
| was pleased with the federal minister's response to thigjent of the LGA, there will be times when hiccoughs occur.
bearing in mind that prior to Friday’s meeting he had refusedVe will work our way through those. | do not think this is
to come to the round table in Sydney where these issues wea@ything that cannot be resolved within a very short time. It
discussed. For the first time, he actually endorsed movint n all our interests to work productively for the community
forward on this proposal. Hopefully, we will see some realthat we both serve.
movement as far as the federal government is concerned with Mr GOLDSWORTHY: The minister is aware that one
its financing of local councils. of the main reasons that the President of the LGA is not
Mr GRIFFITHS: | seek clarification on that answer: prepared to sign the agreement is the lack of consultation in
referring to the $12 million by which the minister has statedregard to the enormous hike in the waste management levy.
South Australia has been disadvantaged since 1997, is théthat the minister is basically saying is that she is going to

per year, or is that a cumulative figure? consult over a process where no consultation took place
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: My understanding is thatit €arlier. Be that as it may, | will continue to—

is a cumulative figure; yes. The CHAIR: | was not present a minute ago and | have
Mr GRIFFITHS: So, really, less than $1.2 million per Not been able to detect where this appears in the budget

year since 1997? papers. Can the honourable member give me a reference?
TheHon. JM.RANKINE: It is cumulative; it is Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Page 5.28 under the heading of

accumulating every year. ‘Performance commentary’, paragraph 6, ‘revise the annual

Mr GRIFFITHS: But the $12 million total is the Schedule of priorities for 2005-06, signed by the Premier and

cumulative total of each year's lesser amount being providefresident of the LGA in November 2005.” This line of
to the state? guestioning relates to the schedule of priorities, which forms

TheHon. JM.RANKINE: | amtold that itis 12 plus 12 & V€'Y important part of the state/local government agree-

lus 12 plus 12 each year, that we have missed out on it. ment. That is what it relates to. L
D Mr GRIFFITHS gkay. That is not cumulative. The CHAIR: Thank you. And your question is?

SW ! Mr GOLDSWORTHY: In relation to the revised
Mr GOLD ORTHY' | refer to Budget Pap?r 4, schedule of priorities for 2005-06, the document highlights
Volume 2, page 5.28: ‘Performance commentary’. Par

oee rardmpe heading of ‘Waste management.’ Given the Rann
graph 6 refers to ‘Revised the annual Schedule of Prioritie overnment's decision to increase the waste management

for 2005-06, signed by the Premier and the President of th i ;
. , e vy by 50 per cent, can the minister explain what consulta-
fLo?n/_w\ tlr?er?avsei;n (E)fetrrég.(t)aSt.e/%?:? tg\e/e?rﬁ?r?ednutlg ?feg;:]oerrl:':etﬁti n took place with her or her office with the local govern-
9 9 ent sector prior to that announcement being made?

Is signed by the Premier and the president? TheHon. JM. RANKINE: The honourable member
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: The overarching agreement o, |q realise that the waste management levy responsibility

was Si?ned (ijn_ November 2004'1‘ if my m%moryh SEIVES Mg, 15 with another minister. However, | understand that the
correctly, and it covers arange of issues about how state aiinisier for the Environment and Conservation has already

Ioca[ government will wor_k together. Part of th.at agreemenh, o contact on a number of occasions with Mayor Rich in
that is revised each year is the schedule of priorities that Wey|ation to this issue. | will also point out that this actually

will work on for that year. _was not a new initiative: this was a budget decision. |

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: As a supplementary question, ngerstand that Mayor Rich had some concerns about that
the schedule of priorities is a very important part of thatynq that Minister Gago was very prompt in contacting him
agreement document. and arranging meetings with him about that. As | said, this
_ TheHon. JM. RANKINE: If we wantto getwork done; s an issue that we will be able to work through in a very
if we want to work together it is important that we have short time. It was not a new policy initiative imposed on local
shared priorities, and | am pleased to say that the state Cab”’gﬁivernment.
has endorsed those priorities, as has the LGA executive. Ms FOX: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, Program

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Going on from that, the minister 6 page 5.28. Will the minister advise what progress has been
would obviously be aware of the public statement that thenade on the Olympic Dam to Andamooka pipeline, which
President of the LGA made at the annual general meeting &fill deliver potable household water to Andamooka residents
that body on Friday that at this stage he is not prepared tand which will, presumably, relieve them of the burden of
sign the agreement. What action is the minister taking thaving to pay the additional cost for water that is carted
address that quite serious situation? regularly from Olympic Dam?

TheHon.JM.RANKINE: | understand that the TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: In May 2005 my colleague
President asked to defer the signing. We had a date, bearifige Minister for Infrastructure announced that funding of
in mind that this has been endorsed by the LGA and also b$400 000 would be made available to the Outback Areas
the state cabinet. We have very good working relationshipgommunity Development Trust for the construction of a

with the LGA and | consider that they will continue. pipeline to convey water to the residents of Andamooka. The
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Thatis not really answering my trust has overseen the construction of the pipeline that will
question. see potable water conveyed from the Olympic Dam desalina-

The CHAIR: Member for Kavel, the minister provides tion unitto a community standpipe in Andamooka. This will
information in relation to the estimates in the way she hasee significant reduction in the cost of water due to the
information. The opposition asks questions. reduced cartage cost to the residents of Andamooka. Work
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on the pipeline is nearing completion, and connection tothe The CHAIR: | understand why the member asked the
supply will take place following the finalisation of formal question: itis just that it is not part of estimates. What is the
agreements between BHP Billiton, the water supplier, thaext question?
trust and the Andamooka Progress Association and Opal Mr GRIFFITHS: | again refer to Budget Paper 4,
Miners Association. Volume 2, page 5.28. Does the lack of consultation between
Itis evident that the pipeline will be commissioned by thethe state government, the LGA and the councils contravene
end of this calendar year. The trust will own the pipelineth® commitment made as outlined in the State-Local Govern-
infrastructure, and the cost of its operation and replacemef@€nt Relations Agreement and the national intergovern-
in 25 years’ time will be reflected in a per kilolitre charge for Mental agreement, which establishes very clear principles on
water distributed at the Andamooka standpipe, which will b'OW to guide relationships between the three levels of
determined in consultation with the Andamooka residentsgovernment? ) ,
This will ensure that asset replacement funds are available TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: As I said, my understanding

and that the community will not have to seek or raise thdS that minister Gago is negotiating with the Local Govern-
additional funds in the future. ment Association about this issue. As | also said, the way in
which this levy will be collected has not been decided, and
e LGA is being included in that consultation process.

Mr PENGILLY: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2,
. . - age 5.28. What funding in the 2006-07 budget has been
By A oo . e ol o ommurty Wasi et managemen chemes
work is now required to be u'n dertaken by the Outbeick Areagnd what are the forward estimates over the four-year period?

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: In December 2005, cabinet

Community DeveloRment Trst i comsuetion i SA faoped it govemment communty wast wter manage-
options and proposals for future action ment systems pollc_:y_ that reaffirmed the state government's
) t ) interest in the provision of waste water schemes in areas of
The Outback Areas Community Trust is showing strongthe state not serviced by SA Water sewerage systems. The
leadership in seeking to address basic infrastructure issues f96licy clearly restated the original principle that the state
the Outback. It is playing a vital role in the coordination of government subsidy is intended to achieve equity between
infrastructure development within the Outback region and igisers of community waste water management systems and
working in partnership with a wide range of other agencieg;sers of SA Water provided sewerage systems in country
and bodies to achieve cost-effective solutions to the needs gfeas. In May 2006, cabinet approved an extension of the
remote communities. At the same time, the trust is givincurrent community waste water management systems
attention to the development of practical managemengrogram for the 2006-07 financial year at a funding level of
frameworks for essential infrastructure, inCIUding Community$3.206 million. That agreement is intended to be an interim
owned water supplies, hard waste management facilities anfleasure until the outcome of a submission to the National
effluent management systems. Water Commission for commonwealth funds is known, and
Mr GRIFFITHS: | again refer to Budget Paper 4, will allow current construction to continue unimpeded.
Volume 2, page 5.28. My question relates to the waste Mr Pengilly interjecting:
management levy, which we have previously discussed. TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Thatis in anticipation of the
Given that this increase will cost communities (and | want todecision of the application that has been put forward. That
emphasise the fact that it is communities that will pay thissubmission is for a significant amount of money—over
additional $10 million), would the minister agree that this is$100 million—and was made to the National Water Commis-
a direct cost shifting to local government as a consequencgon by the Local Government Association on 6 June this
of state government decision making? year, with the full support of the state government and, as |
The CHAIR: | point out to the member that opinions are Said, in particular, the Office for State/Local Government

not part of estimates: facts are what estimates are about, kélations, as well as the EPA, the Department of Health and

there some factual information that the minister has on thi€ Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conserva-
topic? tion. A new long-term funding agreement will be entered into

. . . . by state and local governments once the results of that
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | again point out that this is y g

g L ubmission are known.
the responsibility of minister Gago. However, | understandS

that the way in which this levy will be collected has not yet; p'\ferviF())Ezl%;:_s\'(?: IS that more or less than has occurred

been decided and that negotiations are under way in that TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: My understanding is that it

respeqt, jncluding negotiations with the Local Governmen}s a reflection of what had been provided in previous years,

Association. . . and it was just to keep that program ongoing until we knew
Mr GRIFFITHS: Madam Chair, my question was basedthe outcome of the submission to the federal government.

on the fact that it is communities that will pay this increased Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | refer again to Budget Paper 4,

cost. We are here to try to represent all communities. | refeyolume 2, page 5.28, under the heading of Performance
to the intergovernmental agreement that exists between tf@ommentary. Paragraph 1 states:

commonwealth, state and local governments. The minister pomotion of council elections to encourage nominations in
said that the commonwealth needs to adequately fund locadgional areas, to increase representation and participation from
government to carry out its roles. This decision is creating amnder-represented groups and improve data collection and analysis,
impost upon local government to carry out roles that it migh®0st election.

otherwise undertake that have a very high importance in th€his follows from the question answered earlier by the
local community. That capacity has gone, and that is theninister in relation to a particular candidate in the City of Tea
reason why | asked the question. Tree Gully elections. Given the fact that local government is

Some initial assessment work also has been undertaken
the water supply needs of some other remote Outbac
communities—Yunta, Mintabie and Glendambo. Stat
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considered to be an apolitical sector, does the ministestate and council land. Can the minister explain how that will
encourage candidates to highlight their support for a particuse achieved? How will the benefits be measured?
lar political party? | note with interest that, in their promo-  TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Considering that both of us
tional material, two candidates for the Levels ward in thecannot find it, would the honourable member like me to take
Salisbury council elections have stated that they are activihat question on notice and get back to him?
members of the Labor Party and that they are standing for Mr GOLDSWORTHY: That would be good, thank you,
council because they want Labor supporters to have a voig@inister. | again refer to page 5.28 under ‘Performance
in council. Commentary’, paragraph 6: ‘Revised the annual Schedule of
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | thank the member for Kavel = Priorities for 2005-06, signed by the Premier and President’.
for that question because it raises some interesting questiong. relation to financial governance, it is stated that the
| personally have no problem with people being open angninister will provide a budget briefing to the LGA outlining
transparent about their involvement in community and/oany changes. Will the minister advise whether that briefing
political organisations. | am sure you would agree with menas taken place?
that the position we have currently is that neither party— The Hon. J.M. RANKINE: Yes, the briefing was
certainly the Labor Party does not and | am assuming thgrovided.
Liberal Party does not—formally endorses candidates. We do 1y GRIFFITHS: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2,
not go through that sort of process and we do not develogage 528, again under ‘Performance Commentary’. In
policies for them to espouse. So, there is no formal recogne|ation to regional passenger transport, it states that local and
tion or endorsement of candidates. state government will work together to consider strategic
However, | do not think it is inappropriate for people Who girections for the provision and coordination of passenger
are politically active—and itis only to be expected, | would transport in regional areas. Will the minister advise whether
imagine, that someone who has a political interest also hage state government has committed actual funding for the
an interest in their local community. We just have to look afincreased provision of regional transport in regional and rural
either side of this chamber at the moment. We have thgegg?
former mayor of Gawler (the member for Light) sittingto my 1o Hon. .M. RANKINE: Can the honourable member
left and the former mayor of Kangaroo Island sitting to mye me where that appears under ‘Performance

righ'g. So, itis qr]Iy n.atural, is .it not, thgt pelo'ple th are commentary'? | think that the honourable member might find
politically and civic minded are involved in political parties? o+ that is the responsibility of another minister.

| do not have a problem with that. . . Mr GOLDSWORTHY: It relates to the schedule of
When | was in Mount Gambier, this question was ralsedgriorities
; .

with me because, apparently, for the first time two people a The Hon. JM. RANKINE: Yes, | understand that, but

running in the council elections who have an affiliation with ot every schedule of priority is mv responsibility. and the
the Labor Party. My comment at the time was that peopl y ' prionity y resp Y, an
onourable member is talking about the budget estimates.

only complain about political involvement when it is . i L

someone from a different political party. | have seen this-rh‘f\l;I 'Sct;rlfl Ir:isi[_)l_ol_rl];!bl'“tﬁOftth%M('ij:e; for T;arl?plaort. 2

numerous times. When the Mayor of Tea Tree Gully r - | TeTer to buaget Faper 4, Volume 2,
page 5.28. | note that neither a balance sheet nor a cash flow

endorsed Trish Draper in one of her flyers, | did not publicl . .
denounce that. Peo%le might say tha%/that was inap%roprigéatemem has been provided for the Office for State/Local

fher m ral ition tting her f the M overnme_nt R_Qlations. D_oe_s that mean that there are no
gfsﬁ_ga Teree ?;yuolli) ggsa gyéfuend%rs?ngaz:?e(g;raleLib:?/aolassets or liabilities held within the office? We note that, in

candidate, but | did not complain about that. I did not go ou{ast year's estimates, a statement of cash flow was provided.

and publicly complain about the former mayor of Salisbury, 1 "€Hon. J.M. RANKINE: | am advised that all those
who left office in less than salubrious circumstances, publiclyings are consohqlated within PIRSA. ,
supporting the Liberal candidate who was running against Mr PENGILLY: | have a supplementary question. Is
me. there a reason why that is not differentiated; that is, why it is

People involved in local councils will naturally have somerolled into PIRSA and does not appear here?
sort of interest in politics. | think it is really important, ~ TheHon. JM.RANKINE: It was never separate in DTI
however, that they be open and honest about it and not ddd it is not a legal entity in its own right, | am advised.
perhaps what Mark Osterstock has done, who has made out Mr GRIFFITHS: | refer again to Budget Paper 4,
that he is a Labor candidate when he has been a Liber¥plume 2, page 5.28. What is the annual cost of administer-
candidate in two elections, an unsuccessful one, | might poirieg the minister’s local government forum and how often
out. He ran against me in 2002 and did not win; ran in 200@loes it meet?
and did not win; and I think he even ran for the Police Credit TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | will take the question about
Union and my ex-husband beat him at that as well. Perhagbe cost on notice. We are meeting on 9 November. We have
he thought he might join the Rankine family and see if hethree meetings a year. That meeting will be my second.
could not win his council election by copying someone’s Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | have found the reference to the
leaflet, but clearly not declaring his political allegiances. Itprevious question with which we were having difficulty in

is an interesting question that you raise. referring it back to the performance commentary. It refers to
Members interjecting: the state/local government agreement document, the schedule
TheHon. JM. RANKINE: You better believe it! of priorities. In that document it refers to the strategic

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: We will move on from that. | assessment of public lands. Under that heading, it says that
refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, page 5.28, again under thvee will continue to explore the benefits for more strategic use
heading ‘Performance Commentary’. In reference to thef state and council land. How will that be achieved and what
strategic alliance of public land, it states that the governmenmneasures does the minister have in place in relation to the
will continue to explore benefits for more strategic use ofbenefits?
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TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: As | said before, we are simply indicates that, while the figures for 2005-06 are
happy to take that question on notice. We can probably givavailable and printed in the papers, the figures for 2006-07
some very good examples of where that has already occurreake subject to various assessment or eligibility processes.
Certainly as we travel South Australia with the communitylncluded in that would be things such as open space applica-
cabinet and meet with councils in their own regions and heaions made under the Planning and Development Fund.
from them about specific issues in their areas, they have often Beyond that there is a second class of major difference
identified how state-owned land could be better utilised fowhere significant one-offs would have occurred in 2005-06.
their community and there have been very good, healthy anéliso under this portfolio, the honourable member will see,
productive discussions about how that can occur. | am surer example, that the government provided a grant of some
that will continue into the future. We will provide a detailed $3.247 million to the Adelaide City Council for the North
response for the honourable member, as | indicated previou$errace upgrade. That was a one-off in 2005-06 and does not
ly, in relation to that question. recur in 2006-07. If he examines that list, the honourable

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | refer to Budget Paper4, member will see that there are others of a similar nature. If
Volume 2, page 5.28, the net cost to programs. What savingme adds those up one will get a substantial difference.
initiatives or efficiency dividends are expected to be made by | guess that we might be sitting here in a year and we will
the Office for State/Local Government Relations? find that the actual result for 2006-07 is likely to be quite

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: The total cost of savings for different from that $87.8 million just because of the process
the office is $115 000, which will involve some efficiencies of councils applying for things such as places for people,

within the office. grants and other open space grants, let alone the others that
Mr PENGILLY: As a supplementary question, does thatoccur in other parts of the government. For example, under

mean a reduction in staff numbers? the DAIS listing you have recreation and sport grants which
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | am advised not. total $0.29 million and the facilities grants which total

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: As a supplementary question, $1.3 million. There are no figures in there for 2006-07
what is the FTE of the Office for State/Local Governmentbecause the process has not been finished. Those funds still
Relations. sit elsewhere in the budget but they are unable to be printed

TheHon.JM.RANKINE: | am advised that it is at this time. It does not necessarily reflect a reduction in
something like 23. If that figure is not totally accurate, | will funding that will actually be available.
let the honourable member know. Mr Petrovski has some Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | refer to Budget Paper 3, page
additional information. 4.14 and the local government balance sheet (table 4.5). With

Mr PETROV SKI: | want to make clear that that number respect to the heading ‘Liabilities’ in the line of ‘Borrowings,
does not refer to the number of individuals, because a numbeéeposits held and finance leases’, will the minister advise the
of staff members are part time. The FTE number is what isommittee what projects these borrowings fund through the
being referred to. local government sector for the long-term provision of

The CHAIR: | point out to the member for Kavel that the services to our respective communities?
last question was not a supplementary: it was a new topic. It TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: My advice is that this reflects
does not matter because you are being given the opportunilycal council borrowings. We would have to get that informa-
to ask as many questions as you like. For the edification afon from each individual council. Councils publish their own
the honourable member, if it is a new topic it is a newbudget papers, but | understand that that is what those figures
guestion. represent.

Mr PENGILLY: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Generally, in the budget papers
page 5.28. Will the minister advise what general commentthere is an estimated 2005-06 result and then a budget is
were made from local government concerning the Differentiaproduced for 2006-07. This balance sheet indicates no
Rates Recommendation Paper? We understand that 88timated result for 2005-06 and no budget is produced for

separate submissions were made. 2006-07.

TheHon. JM. RANKINE: A number of submissions TheHon. JM. RANKINE: Is the honourable member
were made. | cannot confirm that number— talking about the same table?

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Itis on the web site. Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Yes.

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | do not have the web site Mr PETROVSKI: This portion of the budget papers is
sitting in front of me. | am saying that | recognise that wean analysis that is done after the date, as it were, by Treasury
received a number of submissions in relation to that papeaofficials in trying to provide information on the state of
There are wide-ranging views around a range of topics andinance of the local government sector. As far as individual
if he would like a summary of those, we are happy to providecouncils are concerned, it is public information that is both
them for the honourable member. provided in their annual reports and in their budget process.

Mr PENGILLY: I refer to Budget Paper 3, page 4.17. It Accordingly, it is not possible to have that kind of
is noted that the special purpose payments to local goverimformation in consolidated form for the whole of the sector
ment in the 2006-07 budget were $87.8 million, while in thein the state government'’s budget.

2005-06 budget they were $97.8 million. Will the minister Mr KNIGHT: In terms of the member’s substantive

explain the reason for the $10 million difference? question, this table is prepared based on actual results, rather
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Geoff Knight will provide  than budgets or estimated outcomes. Of course, it would be
those details. possible to do such a thing but it would be a momentous task.

Mr KNIGHT: I think the answer to that question lies in You are aware that this is prepared by the Department of
quite a bit of the detail. However, looking down the table, Treasury and Finance based on final financial statements that
members will see that a number of those lines are not able wwould be published after auditing. None of this is based on
be determined for 2006-07 as a result of separate fundingtate government expenditure, so the issue of estimated
processes. In fact, itis all the lines marked with a ‘B’, whichresults and so on would be information that we would not
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have access to. Of course, if you wanted to drill down intchim asking that the office be transferred to DPC. Personally
this information to see what lines are there it would be d fail to see what you actually gain by doing that.
significant task. It is all publicly available from councilsin ~ Mr GRIFFITHS: | am not sure where the reference point
terms of their published financial statements, but itis just nois but it relates to your introductory comments about the
possible for a state government to prepare the kind oDutback Areas Community Development Trust, and the
information you are talking about now, a budget estimatedupport that is referred to there. Certainly, | understand that
outcome as well as the final result. These are the audited fintdle trust has responsibility for a vast area of South Australia
numbers so they are what would be relied upon, and they asgith a lot of small communities. Can you provide some
what councils have a statutory responsibility to publish.  details on the resources that are provided to the Outback
Mr GRIFFITHS: Again Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, Areas Community Development Trust to allow them to do all
page 5.28, and it is a question relating to the Local Goverrthose roles?
ment Forum, minister. What has been the government's TheHon.J.M.RANKINE: It is an interesting thing.
response to the Local Government Association’s suggestioWhilst it is not a council, the Outback Areas Community
that progressive deregulation of council fees and chargddevelopment Trust has evolved over time, much like councils
should occur? have done. | know they have been doing a lot of work with
TheHon. JM. RANKINE: That is an issue that was Progress associations within their area of responsibility. The
raised in the Local Government Financial Sustainabiliytrust received state government appropriation in 2005-06 of
Inquiry. It was a recommendation that has been put to me b§494 000; an ongoing base allocation in 2005-06 of $238
the President of the Local Government Association, and it i§00, together with new ongoing funding of $256 000 in 2005-
one to which | have not yet responded, but | have given aR6 to support the expansion of community programs; plus
undertaking to the LGA they will have a response to thafwo one-off grants of $100 000 towards the Andamooka
before the State/Local Government Minister's Forum orWwater pipeline and $100 000 towards the Outback water
9 November. studies. The state appropriation for 2006-07 is $512 000.
Mr GRIFFITHS: Again, as an extension of the Local Mr GRIFFITHS: As an extension of that line of
Government Forum, and it is the same reference detail§luéstioning: given the projections in future years for the
minister, can you please outline the government's position if§*Pansion of the mineral opportunities within South Australia
relation to the development of legislation under which theAnd therefore, | would presume, the responsibilities that

councils have direct access to developer contributions frofyould fall upon the Outback Areas Community Development
subdivisions being required for infrastructure? Trust to control development principles and to make sure that

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Again, that is an issue on existing communities expand more, in the forward estimates

which | know discussions have been undertaken with ministel®" this area are you factoring in a significant increase in
Holloway who has responsibility for that. It was again anresources towards the Outback Areas Community Develop-

i that i in their Fi ial tai ility | iryment Trust? . L
issue that was raised in their Financial Sustainability Inquiry, TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: The trust is evolving in its

and one that will be responded to in my formal response to v . .
the President of the LGA prior to the forum. But it is the responsibilities and, as you said, there are enormous potential
responsibility of another minister. growth factors in the north of the state, and we have to look

Mr PENGILLY: Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, page 5.28: at those. This interest, across economic and social sectors, has

-~ raised the capacity of the communities within the Outback to
under the State/Local Government Agreement, the notion OPr_nbrace change. The communities are struggling to comply

having a transparent cost benefit analysis completed concer\?nvfth some of the expectations, for a multitude of reasons,

g]c?vg?r?rr;%ﬁ rinsa%iEgg@egfggg@;nwhﬁt"g‘;?gf ?Sn lt(;]C"riﬁcluding volunteer burnout in some cases, minimal critical
minister taking for this approach to be formally agreed upon |map)slz}n§r?t|;ticc))fn understanding of institutional policy and

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: I am happy to take that one Outback communities are also facing much greater

on notice. _ _ pressures to be accountable and improve their performance
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Again on Budget Paper4, onawide range of local managementissues, and these issues
\Volume 2, page 5.28, in relation to performance commentaryyere highlighted in the 2005 State of the Outback report
The Office for State/Local Government Relations is attachedommissioned by the trust. | have met on a couple of
to PIRSA. | understand that the Local Government Associagccasions with the trust, and what we want to do is properly

tion supports the proposal for the office to be relocated andstaplish clear directional priorities to improve the infrastruc-
attached to the Department of Premier and Cabinet. Can thgre and establish a separation of public versus private

minister explain what work has taken place in relation to thabenefit, and reduce the reliance on volunteers to manage
proposal put forward by the LGA? essential services in the Outback. This is something that we
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | am happy to answer the do need to work through with the Outback Areas Trust before
guestion, but | do not see where that is in the performancg||ocation of additional funds.
commentary. Perhaps you might like to point that out. Mr PENGILLY: Referring to Budget Paper 4, Volume
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: It is in relation to the Local 2, page 5.27, what is the cost of providing corporate services
Government Forum, and the ongoing dialogue that you have the Office for State/Local Government Relations: for
between— example, payroll, IT support, stationery costs, etc.?
TheHon. JM. RANKINE: Okay, it is one of these TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: We will take that one on
general performance commentary-type questions. As far astice and get a detailed response for you.
| am aware, the President of the LGA has not raised thatas Mr PENGILLY: A follow-up question on the same
an issue with me. If that is not the case, | will be happy to lebudget line: have there been any increases in the FTE
you know, but as far as | am aware | do not recall anypositions over the past 12 months; if so, how many?
correspondence from the President or any discussions with TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: In the office as a whole?
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Mr PENGILLY: Yes. TheHon.JM.RANKINE: That was a significant
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Are you talking about the amount of money, and we were very appreciative of it, but it
Office for State/Local Government Relations? still does not bring South Australia up to the level of funding
Mr PENGILLY: Yes. that it should have. Why they would use population-based
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: My understanding is the funding on one level but not use a form of funding based on
answer is no. the state’s length in kilometres of roads defies logic. It is
Mr PENGILLY: You confirm that? clearly based on some historical formula; even the minister
Mr Goldsworthy interjecting: said on Friday that, if we change it, there will be winners and
Mr PENGILLY: Yes; 23. losers, and they are not prepared to be a party to that. There
TheHon. JM. RANKINE: 23, 24 FTEs. is a significant problem in relation to road funding that the

Mr GRIFFITHS: My question relates to an earlier commonwealth needs to address, because local road infra-
comment you made about the intergovernmental agreemesitructure is a heavy burden on councils. As | said, an
that exists between commonwealth, state and local goveragreement was signed by all the state ministers and the
ment. Being a previous practitioner in local government forTreasurer for the federal government to take responsibility for
27 years and involved in the administrative side of things anthe funding of local councils.
in living with the frustration of the devolution of responsibili- ~ Mr GRIFFITHS: Previously coming from a council that
ty, | ask the minister whether she can provide details ofad responsibility for 4 000 kilometres of road under its own
specific examples of where financial support has beebontrol, | can appreciate that. | do not necessarily want to
provided by the state government to local government fogiebate with you the historical argument about road funding.

roles that local government has taken on? My last question to you was more specific: in the inter-
TheHon. JM.RANKINE: Can you give me some government agreement, do you see opportunities for state

examples of roles that councils have taken on? government to actually provide additional levels of funding
Mr GRIFFITHS: | am asking you. to local government to provide services and infrastructure?

TheHon. JM. RANKINE: You need to give me an  TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | think we have already done
example so | can respond. | know that, for example, the stai@at in relation to stormwater management for which we have
government has taken on responsibility for funding the CFSgommitted $120 million over 30 years to assist councils in
so we have withdrawn that responsibility from local councils.thjs regard. So, we have already done that.

There is a great argument about cost shifting onto local The CHAIR: Does the member for Kavel wish to ask the
government. My argument would be: the biggest level of coshmnibys questions, or will you ignore them in this instance?
shifting onto local government would be the federal govern- .. ~~ DSWORTHY: No: we have some omnibus
ment not providing the funding that it is supposed to prOV'dequestions, Madam Chair. The member for Finniss has a final

through the financial assistance grants. : . ; . >
. uestion, then we will read in the omnibus questions.
When we talk about the lack of money since 1997, or thaf1 Mr PENGILLY: I refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2. In

cumulative amount of money that should have gone to local

government, if you want to talk about cost shifting, | have yegl_atmg to tge memt:jer aIIov]\c/f{_ances trlbuna_l and the Wgri(
to have someone give me an example—and | am happy FINg done by you and your oftice, can you give us an update

take one and then respond to you—where the state goverﬂn where that is currently? )
ment has put an impost onto local government and not funded 1heHon. JM. RANKINE: Are you talking about my
it ecision to lift the cap on council—

Mr GRIFFITHS: So the inter-governmental agreement M PENGILLY: Yes; and the tribunal formulation.
that exists between the three levels will only support federal TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: That is an undertaking | gave
government funds coming to the state and then in turn to locdhe LGA to work within over the next 12 months to develop
government, or federal government funds going direct t@ way in which we can better manage council allowances.
local government? There are no dollars anticipated, as dalearly, it costs people to be in local government. As | have
example, even towards road infrastructure from the statgaid on numerous occasions, | am very keen to see diversity
government to support local government expenditure?  reflected in local councils. Itis a costly thing to individuals,

TheHon. JM. RANKINE: No; and certainly road and |do notwantitto be only people who have substantial
funding is one of those areas where South Australia ipersonal wealth who can participate on their local councils.
significantly disadvantaged. When the commonwealth The LGA engaged a consultant to develop a proposal in
calculates the financial assistance grants | understand they aeation to member allowances and not particularly happy
calculated on a population basis, but when it comes to roadith that outcome, | understand, so it developed its own
funding for local councils it is not calculated on a perproposal, which was put to the then minister for local
kilometre basis. So we have something like 11.6 per cent ajovernment, who at that stage did not endorse it. | looked at
the nation’s roads and get something like 5.5 per cent of thall of that information and indicated that | was not prepared
funding. There were some special grants made available to make a judgment about where each individual council
South Australia that lifted that up to just over 8 per cent, Ishould fit within an allowance allocation. | did not think that
understand, but that agreement runs out next year. | hathat was the role of the minister and, certainly, not of me as
corresponded with the minister asking for some sort ofa new minister, bearing in mind that the performance and/or
permanent solution to be put in place, because it simply is ndhe requirements involving councillors is not reflected in the
acceptable. If you want to talk about cost shifting onto locakize of the councils. | have had it put to me—and having lived
government, that is one highly significant area. in rural South Australia for many years, | understand this only

Mr GRIFFITHS: | appreciate that information. | think too well—that in some small areas that would have lesser
it was over $26 million that the Prime Minister made budgets, the councillors themselves have a greater level of
available to local government in South Australia to recognis@ersonal responsibility placed on them compared with their
the road funding deficiency that existed. counterparts in the larger areas.
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There is the argument that, if you have people managingdvisers if she chooses, but only the minister can make any
multimillion-dollar budgets, they should be reimbursedcommitments in relation to questions, etc. It is important that
accordingly. | have given the LGA a commitment to work questions do continue through the chair and the minister and
with it over the next 12 months, because councils themselvabat debate not be entered into between advisers and commit-
currently determine within a range what they will pay tee members. If the minister undertakes to supply information
themselves. | have told them that | am happy to work with theat a later date it must be submitted to the committee secretary
Office for State/Local Government to progress a moreby no later than Friday 17 November.
appropriate way of setting their allowances and, as that work | declare the proposed payment open for examination and
progresses, | am happy to report to the house. refer members to the Budget Statement, in particular pages

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: My omnibus questions are: 2.2810 2.30, and the Portfolio Statement, Volume 3, Part 11.

1. Can the minister provide a detailed breakdown for eacloes the minister wish to make a brief opening statement?
of the forward estimate years of specific administration TheHon.J.M. RANKINE: Thank you. The government
measures as listed in Budget Paper 3, chapter 2 ‘expenditur@f South Australia has shown its continued commitment to
which will lead to a reduction of the operating costs of thethe women of South Australia by providing $2 081 000 for
portfolio? the Office for Women for the 2006-07 financial year. This

2. Will the minister provide a detailed breakdown of budget includes an allocation of $534 000 to the Women’s
expenditure on consultants and contractors in 2005-06 for alhformation Service and $233 000 to support the work of the
departments and agencies reporting to the minister, listing tieremier’s Council for Women. | would like to take this
name of the consultant and contractor, the cost, workpportunity to highlight some of the excellent work undertak-
undertaken and method of appointment? en in this portfolio area over the past 12 months and to

3. For each department and agency reporting to theutline some of the initiatives that are planned for the
minister, how many surplus employees are there as of 30 Ju@®06-07 financial year. The operating budget for the Office
2006? For each surplus employee, what is the title ofor Women in the 2005-06 financial year was $1 311 000.
classification and the total employment cost of the employee®he office continues to lead the implementation of the

4. In the financial year 2004-05 for all departments andVomen’s Safety Strategy, which is focusing on the way in
agencies reporting to the minister, what underspending owhich government can better deliver client-based services to
projects and programs was not approved by cabinet fovictims of domestic violence.
carryover expenditure in 2005-06? The Women’s Safety Strategy has a range of working

5. For all departments and agencies reporting to th@roups that focused on developing responses in key areas
minister, what is the estimated or actual level of undersuch as indigenous family violence; the impact of violence
expenditure for 2005-06? Has cabinet already approved ar§) women and employment; the experiences of women from
carryover expenditure into 2006-07; and, if so, how muchnon-English speaking backgrounds; and women, safety and

6. What was the total number of employees with a totaPPOrt. The office oversees a variety of community projects
employment cost of $100 000 or more per employee, anthat were funded.through the Community Education Grant
also, as a subcategory, the total number of employees withfind, and these included: _ .
total employment cost of $200 000 or more per employee, for Workshops with women of non-English speaking back-
all departments and agencies reporting to the minister as of grounds in Coober Pedy on the effects of violence and
30 June 20067 For the period between 30 June 2005 and 30 abuse and its link to mental, emotional and physical health
June 2006, will the minister list job title and total employ-  ISSU€ES; ] ) . .
ment cost of each position with a total estimated cost of ~development of an information package entitled ‘Identify-
$100 000 or more (a) which has been abolished; and (b) ing DV in the primary health care setting’ to provide the

which has been created? necessary skills to general practitioners to train their peers
The CHAIR: There being no further questions, | declare  in recognising and assisting patients who have lived with
the examination of the vote completed. domestic violence.

In addition, funding was supplied to the Non-English
Speaking Background Domestic Violence Action Group to
develop a web site with information about domestic violence
and to expand written resources in a range of community
languages. These are just a few examples of the excellent
Department for Families and Communities, $624 712 00oprojects that were undertaken. In the coming year, we will
Administered Items for the Department for Families and also be working with the Premier’s Taxi Advisory Board and

Communities, $121 565 000 the Taxi Council to develop a range of strategies to address
safety issues for passengers, particularly women. There are
Departmental Advisers: also a number of key events that aim to increase public
Ms S. Vardon, Chief Executive, Department for Familiesawareness of issues relating to women'’s safety and equality
and Communities. for women. These include International Women’s Day, White
Ms A. Chooi, Manager, Budgets, Financial Services. Ribbon Day and the events surrounding the 16 Days of
Ms S. Pitcher, Director, Office for Women. Activism Against Gendered Violence.
In December last year, the Office for Women also
M ember ship: coordinated a Women'’s Safety Conference in partnership
Ms Chapman substituted for Mr Goldsworthy. with various community organisations. The conference was

attended by around 200 people from a broad range of
The CHAIR: I will briefly remind people of some of the organisations, and | am pleased to report that this conference
rules relating to estimates. It is important that questions bwiill take place once again this year, on 23 and 24 November
asked to the minister. The minister may refer questions to hen the lead up to White Ribbon Day and the 16 Days activi-
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ties. Ensuring that the voices of Aboriginal women in South  The Premier’s Council for Women contributed significant-
Australia are included in decision making across governmeny to the review of South Australia’s Strategic Plan as one of
is another key priority of this government. In July 2005, 50the key government advisory bodies in the update team, and
Aboriginal women from across South Australia attended théhe council was involved in the community consultations and
State Aboriginal Women'’s Gathering. Delegates presentedlso representation on the SASP audit committee. Advice
a range of recommendations that were circulated to thprovided to the Premier and me on a range of other issues
relevant South Australian government agencies and affecting women in the past year has included:
progress report was compiled in response to these recommen- advice on modifications to the Strategic Plan, including
dations and presented to delegates at the 2006 gathering. targets and linking of targets to the need for an overarch-
| am pleased to report that as of 1 October this year ing plan statement aimed at achieving equity and equality,
women held 51.5 per cent of positions on government boards and the need for disaggregation of data;
and committees. This represents an increase from 33.6 per advice on strategies to improve women's safety, and
cent as at 1 April following the release of South Australia’s  support for implementation of the initiatives identified
Strategic Plan. In addition, as at 1 October 2006 women held during consultations on the development of the women'’s
31.98—s0 we can probably stretch it and say 32—per cent of safety strategy; and
chair positions on government boards and committees. This advice on measures to advance women’s economic
represents an increase from 23.8 per cent as of 1 April 2004, security and ability to contribute to the state’s economy
again, following the release of the South Australian Strategic through employment and small business.
Plan. Considering the relatively small budget allocation this
The Premier's Women'’s Directory has been an importanportfolio receives, in contrast to the large responsibilities
online resource, profiling many of the state’s most talenteihherent in the portfolio, | am pleased to report on what has,
women, all of whom are available for appointment to boardsndeed, become been a year of significant and very positive
and committees within government and across the communigchievements.
and business sectors. We will continue to develop and expand The CHAIR: Does the member for Bragg wish to make
the Premier’s Women’s Directory. We have plans to identifyan opening statement?
skills shortages on the directory, and we are working to MsCHAPMAN: Thank you, Madam Chair. In the fifth
increase the number of women available to take up boargear of the Rann Labor government it is disappointing to note
positions in non-traditional areas. that, after looking at this budget and the provision for the
Another key achievement within the Status of WomenWomen'’s Information Service, the advisory councils and
portfolio this year has been the development and launch ajther important services of the women’s unit, we have
the Gender Indicators Online web site, in conjunction withadvanced at a snail's pace. In fact, | am sure that, if the
the Premier's Council for Women, the Department of theHon. Diana Laidlaw were here reading this budget paper, her
Premier and Cabinet and the Australian Institute for Sociatlisappointment would be made loud and clear. Let us just go
Research. This publicly available resource provides a diverdeack a stage.
range of statistics which will enable policy and program Inthe 2001-02 annual report, at the time of the new Rann
makers to monitor the changes in the status of women acrogsibor government taking office, there were three important
South Australia and which will prove a valuable resource foraspects of the unit (the then office for the status of women).
improving gender sensitive policy. One was that an advisory council representative providing
With an operating budget of just over $500 000, theadvice to government had been operating. Secondly, it had
Women'’s Information Service has continued to provide highpresented a paper to government in that year, seeking reform
quality information, support and referral services to womerfor rape, sexual assault and domestic violence legislation and
across the state. This year, WIS launched the volunteer cowther associated reforms. Thirdly, it had a list of board
support program for women in the Family Court. The firstopportunities for women to take up in the public and private
training program for volunteers was held in May, with ninesectors.
women completing the training. WIS has since provided What has happened since then is that it took Premier Rann
support for women at 16 court sessions. | am also pleased twer a year to announce the new advisory council under his
report that WIS commenced an outreach service through Cafmvernment, which he rebadged the Premier's Women’s
Enfield, one of the government’s new children’s centres, aCouncil. We do not have an issue with that, except that |
the end of the 2005-06 financial year. An information officerwould be interested to hear from the Premier how many times
has been visiting the centre once a week since this time arfte has met with the council. It is an existing advisory board
providing information and referrals to parents, grandparentand it is an important one, but the fact that the Premier took
and community members. over a year to even establish it was most concerning, and we
The Premier's Council for Women, with an operating were most vocal about that at the time.
budget of $233 000, has undertaken a number of important Let us move to the advance in relation to reform with
tasks during the last financial year. The 16 members of theespect to rape, sexual assault and domestic violence
council are from a diverse range of backgrounds, and providegislation, which the minister has so proudly paraded today
valuable advice to government on a range of critical issueas an important achievement of this government. Let the
to enable us to achieve equity for women in South Australiacommittee be absolutely clear about this: we are still in
The diverse composition ensures that the voice of disadvaralkfest mode. We are in consultation and review mode. In the
taged women in our community, particularly Aboriginal fifth year of this government, with respect to an area of
women and women from culturally and linguistically diversereform that was on the table and ready to be initiated, | think
communities, is heard by the government. The council hag is scandalous that the government has taken so long and,
continued to support directions and initiatives in Southfurthermore, that it is still talking about it.
Australia’s Strategic Plan and the government’s Population In relation to the women'’s directory (which the Premier,
Policy for South Australia. in his usual ego-driven way, has renamed the Premier’'s
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Women’s Directory), there are now fewer women on thistowards the lower end of the classification scale. What
directory than was the case under the Hon. Diana Laidlawneasures is the Office for Women utilising to address this
The only thing this government has done is put it on a welissue?
site as distinct from having itin hard copy form. Furthermore, TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Can | make a couple of
when the government put it on the web site, it excluded mostomments in prelude to answering your question? In refer-
people in South Australia from having access to it. One haénce to your quite disparaging remarks about the Premier, in
to have permission to access it and, as | understand it, thatfiact, the Premier’s Council for Women meets approximately
still the case. What will that do for the women of Southfour times a year and he is meeting with them, | understand,
Australia? in November. The council provides a regular written report
In relation to the female representation on boards, thiso both myself and the Premier. | well support your concern
initiative is one which |, for one, have supported the governabout the number of women both in employment statistics
ment on—achieving what we have heard again as a 51 pand on boards and committees, both public and private. |
cent representation on boards. But let us understand this: tiigink we all have a responsibility to show some leadership in
employment of women is skewed towards the lower end ofhat and certainly whilst boards and committees are a target
the classification scale. The government needs to take our South Australian Strategic Plan, so is political
leadership, and not just in relation to its own governmentepresentation.
boards—many of which it is axing on a monthly basis, sowe | am very concerned about the level of women who are
might not have enough boards to put them on. We can haw&ected to local government. The numbers there are abysmal-
a percentage, nevertheless. If the government is serious abdyitow, and it is even worse in executive positions. Here in
leadership and about giving women recognition at that levelSouth Australia we have one permanently appointed chief
then we need to see changes in the non-government aedecutive out of 68 councils and one acting. When you look
private sector. It is the responsibility of government to takearound this chamber, it is also incredibly disappointing. |
leadership, not to cut the number of boards and then prehink we should pay due credit to the Premier who was very
tend—in the requirement of equal number of men andtrong in his support of having women preselected to
women—that it is actually doing something to advancewinnable seats here in South Australia. We have a very
women. enviable percentage rate of women members of parliament
The ASX 200 CEO positions have 5 per cent femalein this chamber, something like 46.4 per cent (I think
representation, while the working population is 44 per censometimes the 0.4 is hanging off my backside, but that is
and females make up 50 per cent of the management coursasother story), with only something like 20 per cent, | think,
at university. Therefore, | confirm today, on behalf of theon the member’s side. So, she might like to look—
opposition, our disappointment in the aspects, structures and Ms CHAPMAN: Itis the same whoever is in government.
policies that were on the table in 2002, which the government TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: No, it is not the same. The
has done little to advance. Women still remain unrepresentedifference is that we have very strong affirmative action in
abused and without a proper voice in South Australia. the Labor Party that requires women to be selected, | think,
I commend the work that is undertaken by the unit and théor 40 per cent of winnable seats, 40 per cent for men and
women who work in it, in providing information (particularly 20 per cent variance. | well remember members of the
at the Women'’s Information Service), such as referral andpposition pooh-poohing that policy and we can see the result
advice. Providing for women in South Australia is more thanof that.
just giving them a pamphlet and a web site. The government Ms CHAPMAN: How many safe seats?
needs to get serious on this. | ask the minister, in her new role TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Quite a few. My margin is
as Minister for the Status of Women, to ensure that thé5.5. Is that safe enough, do you think? The fact of the matter
Premier does more than just lend his name to directories arigl that if you are going to espouse that you want women in
women’s councils; that he does something serious abolgadership positions—
bringing that policy not only up-to-date but consistent with Members interjecting:
the 2002 recommendations, and to ensure that women are TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | appreciate the fact that the
properly recognised. honourable member herself has criticised her federal
TheHon.J.M.RANKINE: Madam Chair, in my colleagues because of lack of preselection in the federal
introductory statement | incorrectly said 51 per cent ofarena. So, | understand exactly what the honourable member
women on government boards and committees. Itis actuallig going on about. But it would be really good to see the
41.5. | misread the figure. Sorry. Liberal Party in this state do something about the situation,
MsCHAPMAN: | indicate that there are a number of not just sit back and carp and have a go at others.
omnibus questions which | expect have been provided to the Members interjecting:
minister in her other areas of responsibility. | am happy to The CHAIR: Order! It is time to focus on the question.
read those again but, if the minister takes them on notice for The Hon. J.M. RANKINE: | certainly accept that we do

this area of responsibility, | will not repeat them. not have enough women in the upper echelons of the state
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: The department has received government. The government accepts that and is working
those so we are happy with that. towards lifting those levels. Just like we have lifted political

Ms CHAPMAN: | will note that as being received then. representation in the parliament, we will be working very
| refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, page 11.44. Thestrongly to ensure that women progress through our Public
government has referred to an increase in female representgervice, and we hope to have the support of the opposition
tion on boards and committees. However, the soon to be axéd doing that.
Office for Public Employment and the Office for the = MsCHAPMAN: Perhaps then we will look at the profiles
Commissioner for Public Employment have consistentlyof the public servants who lose their jobs under the efficiency
demonstrated, through applying an equity index across theeasures of the government to see what level of women go
SA Public Service, that ‘Employment of women is skewedout with that lot, but that is for another day.
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The CHAIR: Is that a question or a comment? CommentsBeach in July 2005 and, as | mentioned earlier, it was
are now allowed. Minister, if you wish to answer that attended by about 50 women. They identified a number of

question—we can only interpret it as a question. issues of concern to Aboriginal women and passed those on
TheHon. JM. RANKINE: No. to the state government, and an extensive report was com-
MsCHAPMAN: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, piled for presentation to the delegates at the gathering this

page 11.17. The 2005-06 highlights state: year. The Office for Women has also facilitated and funded
Developed a ‘Women in Leadership’ plan to assist women Withthe a_tt?ndance of four women delegates elected at the S.tate

limited experience on boards and committees. Aboriginal Women’s Gathering to represent South Australia

How many women undertook the Women in Leadershipat the Nanona] Ind|genous_Womens Gathenng.
program to enable them to serve on these boards and One gathering was held in New South Wales in September
committees? 2005, and this year it was held in South Australia. The Office
The Hon. .M. RANKINE: | have already explained the for Women has provided funding and staff to support the
number of people on our boards and committees. It is als@P0riginal Women Statewide Advisory Council to assist the
worth pointing out that we have over 300 highly qualified €0Uncil in its development and communication with Abo-
board-ready women on the Premier’s women's directory. Théginal women across South Australia. By improving the
member commented earlier about the number having be&ﬁ_ongmal staffing profile in the Office for Women, the
reduced. Part of that process was the Office for Women goin@ficé has been able to work determinedly to progress

through those people who had been registered and intervie\E‘-itiatives that benefit Aboriginal women. Aboriginal staff

ina th ina that th W urrently comprise over one-sixth of the Office for Women
ing them and ensuring that they were board ready. We dgtaff, including a policy officer (Aboriginal Women’s

Ms Chaprman interjecting: Initiatives), an Aboriginal project officer and an Aboriginal

The Hon. J.M. RANKINE: We did not take the same 2dministrative trainee in January 2006.
tactic that the opposition did when it was in government. If__1he membership of the Premier's Council for Women
we look at some of our more high profile boards, | do notncludes three indigenous women who bring a great deal of
think that the government can be questioned or held t§*Perience to the council. Thls has been!nvaluablg in making
ridicule about its not being inclusive of people from otherSUre that we use Aboriginal women's experience and
political parties. The Premier has said, on a number ofXPertise so that the advice provided to government on a
occasions, that he is looking for people with skill and"@nge ofcrltlcal |ssuesw_|llenable usto achleve.elqunyfor all
whoever can deliver best for South Australia, as opposed t§omen in South Australia. Also, we have administered and
looking at their political affiliations. | am happy to get the Overseen projects funded under the Community Education
exact number of people who have participated in the work&rant Fund, which provided a round of one-off funding to
shops for the honourable member and get back to her. 14 organisations.

MsCHAPMAN: Has the Office for Women been Some of the significant projects include the Respect
allocated any funds to update its paper-based system?  Yourself and Others Youth Ball, the Aboriginal Women

The Hon. J.M. RANKINE: | am advised thatwe do not 2dainst Family Violence program, an art project, a healing
have a paper-based system: it is on the web. | am happy §#mmunity project at the Port Augusta hOSP't,aL andatwoto
clarify that, but that is my information. three day indigenous women’s and children’s safety retreat

MsSIMMONS: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, in the Riverland. The goygmmentwﬂl continue to |mpleme_nt
Portfolio  Statements, Program 6, Sub-program 6.1the women’s safety initiatives across government during
page 11.44. What positive initiatives have been implementea(_)OG'07 and to include Aboriginal womenin deC|s_|on mf?""”q
to assist Aboriginal women in South Australia? with some outcomes already having been achieved in this

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | am pleased to say that a new financial year. )
range of initiatives has been implemented through the Office M FOX: I refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, Portfolio
for Women—and | am sure that there has been a range &ftatement, Program 6.2, page 11.45. What is the government
others—to try to address the high levels of disadvantag0ing to assist women in the Family Court?
Aboriginal women experience. This disadvantage is well TheHon.J.M.RANKINE: This year has seen a very
documented and evident in many areas. It is particularlpractical and quite exciting project emerge from the Office
apparent in statistical comparisons with the circumstances &®r Women and the Women'’s Information Service. We know
non-indigenous women compared to other women: fothat going to court for whatever reason (unless you are a
example, in areas of employment where the participation rateighly paid lawyer) is an incredibly traumatic experience. It
of indigenous women is 43 per cent compared to an overal particularly traumatic if you come from a background of
participation rate of 55 per cent for all women; in educationdomestic violence and you must go through the formal
where 18 per cent of indigenous women completed year 1processes for dissolution of your marriage. The Court Support
(or the equivalent) in 2001 compared to 38 per cent of alService initiative is run by volunteers and hosted by the
women; and health and safety, in particular, where indigenoud/omen’s Information Service.
women are almost twice as likely to be hospitalised as other | think nine women have been trained and, to date, they
Australian women, and whose death rates are around twideave had 16 court experiences. This initiative has been
as high as those of all women. invaluable to a number of women in quite difficult circum-

Disadvantage is also evident in relation to leadership andtances. | had the opportunity to speak in depth with one of
decision making. To ensure that Aboriginal women'’s voiceghe volunteers recently. In my discussions with her she
are heard and that Aboriginal women are included irreinforced people’s motivation for volunteering. She had been
decision-making processes across government, the Office fthirough an incredibly traumatic time; she had experienced a
Women continues to convene a State Aboriginal Women’serrible marriage breakdown and was subject to domestic
Gathering. A very successful gathering was held at Westiolence. She wanted to provide some support to women
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experiencing the same level of trauma and upheaval in thelence—and so are women'’s property rights, so why is that to
lives. be excluded from consideration of the terms of reference of
Her story was horrendous, but the gift she is providing taconsideration of the Premier’s Council for Women, when it
other women both in metropolitan Adelaide and in rural areass this very issue that needs to be addressed, and of which
will go a long way toward helping them through this very surely your Council for Women Advisory Board ought to
traumatic experience. These women are to be congratulatédve a view on, and even be given an opportunity to make a
for giving of their time to support their fellow women. The comment on.
Women’s Information Service and the Office for Women  TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | take exception to your
need to be congratulated for developing a very practicadomment that it has been excluded. That is not the case. What
initiative. | said is | have not received any advice from the Premier’s
Mr PICCOLO: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, Council for Women in that regard. That is quite different
Portfolio Statement, Program 6, subprogram 6.1, page 11.4fiom having been excluded. | am quite happy to take your
Building on the response just given, will the minister advisecomments on board.
what positive initiatives the government has implemented to s CHAPMAN: Minister, | will ask you the question
address domestic violence? . ~ again of whether you will get an answer—not take the
TheHon. J.M.RANKINE: As | mentioned earlier, comments onboard—as to whether the Premier’s Council for
domestic violence is one of those difficult issues with WthhWomen haS, in fact, had that term of reference referred to it.

any government must grapple. Certainly, itis a real blight ont it has not, why not, and, if it has, what its recommendation
our community. | am pleased that many initiatives are beingg?

implemented through the Women's Safety Strategy, which e on. 3.M. RANKINE: | will get a report and come
was launched last year on International Women'’s Day. Thg ek to the member.

strategy is led by a whole-of-government reference group MsCHAPMAN: Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, page 11.17,

chaired by Sue Vardon (Chief Executive, Department forand here we refer to the implementation of the safety strategy

Families and Communities) and run by the Office foracross government. Minister, how many shelters does the

Women. The Women's Safety Strategy has been focusing Oébvernment fund for the protection of women from domestic

rhoovgeg?/x:etirrzg((a)?Ejg%]evs\’gékv?oeltetﬁgesvr\?ﬁ(;tg:;rrhdogezsi;aerrlé%gf) iolence, and what is the budget allocation for them this year?
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | am happy to take that one

the service. . - o

The whole-of-government reference group is providingor.‘ notice as well, as that is the responsibility of another
high level leadership to address the critical issues of women'Jinister. ) _
and children’s safety. It includes a range of people not only MSCHAPMAN: Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.15:
from families and communities but also the police, educationt€ South Australia Police Domestic Violence Strategy. How

TAFE and correctional services so that we get the strateg%?es this program, if at all, supplement to support the
across government, as well as an understanding that it is no{Cmen’s Safety Strategy? _ _
justawomen’s issue. If our women and children are not safe TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: As | mentioned earlier, the
it impacts on every aspect of our Community. Working groupssouth Australia PO“Ce is a member OT the Women’s Safety
with community expertise have been established and aratrategy, sothatis a very comprehensive across-government
working to improve government responses to indigenou#/orking group that is chaired by, as | said, Sue Vardon. We
family violence, the experience of women from non-Englishhave people from SAPOL, Education, TAFE, Health,
speaking backgrounds, the impact of violence on women arfdorrections and Justice.
their employment, and women'’s safety in sport. Ms CHAPMAN: Could | ask the minister to give some
The Community Education Grant Fund, which wasclarity as to what that Domestic Violence Strategy does?
available for a round of one-off projects, provided funding forWhat is in that strategy that is to help women, apart from,
14 organisations for a range of projects. These were adminigresumably, getting information across departments?
tered and overseen by the Office for Women and implement- The Hon. J.M. RANKINE: It is not about just getting
ed during the financial year. They have added to the depth @fiformation. It is about how the government responds more
work that government has been doing. A free Women'effectively to issues of domestic violence. | did read out very
Safety Strategy Conference was held in Adelaide irbriefly to you a range of areas which the safety strategy deals
December 2005. As | said, that conference was attended lwith, including, as | said, indigenous family violence,
more than 200 people. We look forward to another veryexperiences of women from non-English speaking back-
successful conference in November this year. grounds, the impact of violence on women in their employ-
Ms CHAPMAN: Given the interest and commitment the ment, and women'’s safety in sport. There is a range of areas
Women'’s Information Service has to training in support ofin which government has identified it wants to improve its
women in the Family Court, has the Premier's Council forresponses. Is it not just giving information to women. As
Women had referred to it the issue of transferring the poweimportant as that is, the Women'’s Information Service is also
for domestic property rights for women and men to thea very important vehicle for doing that, and this year we are
federal arena (which South Australia has been dragging theorking in collaboration with the Minister for Education to
chain on), has the council considered it, and has it put angnsure that that sort of information is not just city-centric, but
recommendation to the government to get on with it? going out into our suburbs in a range of ways. We have
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: My advice is thatthatis not already established a service that is operating out of Cafe
an issue that has come before me from the Premier’'s Coundinfield to help and advise women, and we are looking at
for Women, and that in fact it is an area of responsibilityintegrating those services into the children’s centres as they
under the Attorney-General. are established across South Australia. It is about positive and
MsCHAPMAN: Well, minister, let me ask you this practical changes and implementation of strategies within
question: so is rape and sexual assault and domestic vigovernment.
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Ms CHAPMAN: On the SA Police Domestic Violence TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: There are a range of things
Strategy, how many people are currently on aggravateih relation to housing people, providing them with safety
violence orders—commonly known as AVOs—in Southalarms, connections with the police—a whole range of safety
Australia, and what is being done to support their needs istrategies. The police have done a considerable amount of
maintaining distance and protection from the offender?  work in this area and | am advised there will be an announce-

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: That is a question | would mentin relation to these specific areas in a very short period
be happy for the member to ask the Minister for Police.  of time, but it is not my responsibility or appropriate for me

MsCHAPMAN: As the Minister for the Office of to announce them just for the member’s benefit today; she
Women, and given the Rann Government's 2006 ALPwill have to wait, | am afraid.
election policy on women—not police, not Attorney-  Ms Chapman interjecting:

General's, but on women—which said.". recognising The CHAIR: Order! Questions are in order; comments
cumulative breaches of domestic violence restraining ordergre not. Does the member for Bragg have a question?
and providing corresponding escalating penalties,’ | am rather \js CHAPMAN: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3,
alarmed to hear, minister, that you do not consider that thigage 11.17. The ABS personal safety strategy released on 10
is your area of responsibility. o August 2006 shows that in South Australia within the last 12
_TheHon. JM.RANKINE: What | said is that the months9 700 females have experienced sexual assault, whilst
Minister for Police would have those statistics at hand, an@ 200 females have experienced other forms of physica|
obviously overall strategies in relation to addressing thjolence. Does the government have targets in place to reduce
issues of domestic violence. The Office for Women is verynese figures and, if so, what are they?
actively involved and, in fact, leading, as is the Department TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | agree with the member; it
for Families and Communities. We do consider it to be a verys an appalling statistic and it is a situation that women should
important area. In relation to those sorts of statistics, Weot pe facing. Every day we see people denouncing in one
know a number of things. For example, 17 per cent of womefay or another protections for women. Sometimes it is
experience sc_exual assault. Violence against women aged 48.,ched in language describing the people in question as
and over has increased to 25 per centin 2005; there has begging do-gooders or politically correct; so, in fact, if you
amassive increase there. The violence against women agggla|ly care for someone you are a do-gooder, and all of a
18 to 24 has decreased from 38 per cent in 1996 t0 26 p&fqden that becomes a bad thing. We, very disappointingly,
centin 2005, and most women who have experienced assayffinessed an episode in here not so long ago where one of the
are likely to have been assaulted by a partner or a previoygembers of this chamber said something to indicate that, if
partner. But if you are asking me about the specific numberg,ey had been present when a woman was dunked in a water

of orders against men for violence, | am sorry, | do not haV‘irough, he would have applauded and cheered them on. So it
those figures. i

Ms CHAPMAN: Obviously, minister, you did not hear 'S
the rest of my question, because not only did | ask you for the
number but also what is being done to support their need to Ms Ch o
maintain the distance and to be protected from the offender? V> <"abman Interjecting: . . .
| would have thought, given it is detailed in your AL 1heHon. JM. RANKINE: I am just relaying—
election policy, that that would be within your area. MsCHAPMAN: Your memory of it.

The CHAIR: Order! Member for Bragg, you are definite- ~ TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | am relaying my memory

ly debating. Please focus on a question. Was there a questioffit; that is exactly right. | am also relaying the shock that
Minister, did you identify a question? reverberated around the community when people heard of

TheHon. JM. RANKINE: | understand that a consider- that particular incident. We all have our views about that, but

able amount of work has actually been done in that area. It i Probably was not a helpful comment to make, and I do not
certainly an issue that was raised with me in meetings up i) @ny way want to indicate that | am quoting that person
Clare, in particular, where | had a meeting with a number oierbatim. However, as | have said, | understand that it was
women, and it is an issue in country areas, most particularl/ong the lines that they would have cheered or applauded
where it is very difficult for women to be located safely, but along with it.
also within their own community. There are strategies being We are working with the other states and territories in
developed and they will be announced at the appropriate timéelation to a women'’s safety strategy to reduce these num-
Ms CHAPMAN: Given your statement that a consider- bers, and it is an issue that was discussed here in South
able amount of work has been done, can you detail at presefitistralia just recently. Our target is to reduce the incidence,
what, if anything, is being done to support these women ifput | do not have any particular numbers that have been
the meantime? focused on or agreed to by the states and territories.
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: A number of agencies are MsCHAPMAN: | am still referring to the personal safety
being funded through government to support women, to keegtrategy. Is the minister aware of concerns, and indeed have

Mr Piccolo interjecting:
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Well, I will not—

them safe. | have spoken— any concerns been referred to the Premier’s Council for
MsCHAPMAN: What are they? Women, that aggravated violence orders are not being
The CHAIR: Order, member for Bragg! enforced in South Australia, and what action has the govern-
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: There is a whole range of ment taken to rectify this?

them. TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: There has been, | understand,
MsCHAPMAN: Give me one; that would be a good some concern about the aggravated violence orders, and

start. certainly | have had discussions with people out in my

The CHAIR: Order! We will just pause. Member for electorate in relation to this. That is an issue that | understand
Bragg, the minister is answering your question and thés being addressed in the discussion paper on domestic
minister will continue to answer your question. violence which is being released shortly.
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Ms CHAPMAN: Minister, has that been an issue that hasCouncil for Women, but the council is a budget item, under
been referred to the Premier’s Council for Women? Do theyubprogram 6.3: in the Office for Women. It is detailed in the
know about it? Have they given a view on it? Have theybudget paper on page 11.45, for your benefit, Madam Chair.
expressed a recommendation on it, or anything? Minister, it is given an allocation, according to this, of

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Both the rape and sexual $233 000. Now we have established that, and the minister at
assault legislation, or reform, and domestic violence issudgast knows that she is responsible for it. The Premier's
have been issues that the Premier’s Council for Women hasouncil has been consulted on a number of important issues
been actively involved in and has been pushing quitén relation to women: we understand that is continuing, and
considerably, advocating within government to have thosé has done it for years. If the minister does not know the

issues pursued. answer, | would be happy for her to take the question on
MsCHAPMAN: | understand that, minister, and that is notice and find out. Has the Premier's Council for Women
commendable; that has been going on for years. had referred to it the issue of non-compliance with AVO
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Well, you asked whether orders? If it has not, why not; and if it has, what are its
they were involved in it; they were. recommendations?

MsCHAPMAN: My question, minister, was: are they = TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | have no knowledge of that
aware of this recent allegation that AVO orders are not beingarticular issue being referred to the council directly, but that
enforced? Are they aware of that issue? Have they beettoes not mean that the council has not provided advice onit.
consulted on it? Have they made a recommendation on it antlam happy to obtain the specific details requested and come
if so, what is it? back to you.

The CHAIR: Minister, | am just a little concerned here.  The CHAIR: The member for Bragg will show more
My reading of this page does not indicate that you havepoliteness to the Chair. The issue of responsibility is quite
responsibility for the Premier's Council for Women. The clear. The minister does not have responsibility for the
office has lead responsibility. The office works with the activities of the Premier's Council for Women. That is how
Premier's Council for Women, but | am unclear as to thel heard your question. | am happy to correct myself later,
minister's responsibility for the Premier's council. | am necessary. Proceed with questions.
wondering if she is being very generous here in responding. Ms CHAPMAN: | will ask another question about the

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: We fund them, and they Premier’s Council for Women. | will quote what is in the
make recommendations to the government. budget in relation to this issue, which has a direct responsi-

TheCHAIR: And are you happy to take questions on thebility, under this minister, ‘for progressing the development
Premier's Council for Women, even though it is the of sound policy for South Australian women through advice
Premier’s council? and recommendations to the Premier and the Minister for the

MsCHAPMAN: Point of order, Madam Chair. | raise Status of Women in accordance with the council’s terms of
this point of order on your question. You have asked theeference, and in support of the South Australian Strategic
minister whether she will answer a question, on which she i®lan priorities’.
responsible to the Premier. The minister has already answered The CHAIR: All right, deputy leader, | can read, and | do
that she is responsible for it; it is in this budget. She isunderstand these things. Your question?
financially responsible and accounts to government. The fact Ms CHAPMAN: Good. My question relates to Budget
that it has the Premier's name wrapped all around it haBaper 4, page 11.43. What are the reasons that the Protected
nothing to do with the issue. | take issue with your questiorPet Project, for which the Office for Women is seeking
of the minister, Madam Chair. funding, was rejected for a crime prevention grant?

The CHAIR: Member for Bragg, | am trying to satisfy TheHon. JM. RANKINE: That is a really interesting
myself about this issue and seeking further information. Question. | understand that one of the primary reasons that
have heard your opinion on the matter. | am asking thevere identified in regard to women being reluctant to leave
minister for some information. situations of domestic violence was that they were worried

TheHon. JM. RANKINE: The issue of aggravated abouttheir pets. Thatinformation came to light as a result of
violence orders is not new, and is something on which the& phone-in conducted by the Women’s Information Service,
Premier’'s Council for Women has been advocating for lawwhere 61 per cent of respondents stated that fear for their
reform; it has been very active in that. The issue that th@ets’ safety actually caused them to delay leaving a violent
member is raising is not new. relationship. The Women’s Information Service has con-

The CHAIR: In terms of your responsibility in relation tinued to work on this Protected Pets Project along with a
to the Premier’s Council for Women, | am unclear about thatrange of other organisations in a working group, and they

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | cannot be held responsible include the RSPCA and the Animal Welfare League, the
for the views of the Premier’s Council for Women. We fund Domestic Violence Helpline, the Domestic Violence Crisis
it, and it provides advice to the government and raises issueSgrvice and the Australian Veterinary Association. The
but I am not responsible for its views. working group put in an application through the RSPCA to

The CHAIR: For its actions. Member for Bragg. the Australian Government Attorney-General’'s Department’s

MsCHAPMAN: Now that we have established that the National Community Crime Prevention Grants Program and,
minister is responsible for the Premier's Council for Womenunfortunately, that was not funded; the application was not

and that it is her budget line— successful. The working group was obviously incredibly
TheHon. JM. RANKINE: | fund them. disappointed about that, and it is currently working to explore
The CHAIR: Order! The minister clarified quite clearly other avenues of funding for the future. But, | agree with the

that she was responsible for the funding. member, it was very disappointing that the federal govern-
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: I do not direct them. ment chose not to fund that project.

MsCHAPMAN: | want it clear and on the record thatno- MsCHAPMAN: How is the Office for Women now
one is suggesting that the minister has directed the Premierseeking to implement the program?
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TheHon. JM. RANKINE: it is not the Office for We are assisting community organisations to operate more
Women'’s program. As | said, it is a program that has beekefficiently and to promote and market their activities. The aim
developed by a range of organisations. They are now getting to help them to become more effective and enable them to
back together to assess what other opportunities there may bather greater support from the general public. An example
to have this project funded, and we would welcome thehat illustrates how we are doing this is through a relationship
honourable member’s support to resubmit to the federdbrged by the Office for Volunteers with the Screen Studies
government and highlight that this is not just an issue foDepartment of Flinders University. Non-profit NGOs are
South Australian women but for women nationally. It is being invited to apply for a Community Voices Grant, which
certainly something that | think the federal governmentwill see students develop video material for use as
should come to the party on and should support, but we wilcommunity service announcements, or in some other
continue to support this working group in its endeavours tgromotional capacity.
seek whatever funding may become available. A similar relationship that serves the same purpose exists

The CHAIR: The time agreed for examination of this line with the University of South Australia’s School of Communi-
having expired, | declare consideration of the proposedation, Information and New Media. This is the expanded
payments completed. Community Web Site Project, which has been renamed the
Online Community Engagement Project. Students develop
web sites for community organisations, which are then hosted
free of charge for 12 months. The expansion of the web site
program has meant that University of South Australia
students also provide event planning, development of
promotional material (such as brochures) and development

Department of Primary Industries and Resources,

$115 420 000 and implementation of databases, and will also overhaul an
Administered Items for the Department organisation’s communication processes.
of Primary Industries and Resources, $142 801 000 | am very keen to extend these types of relationships,
because | am confident that there are great benefits to be
Member ship: realised by all partners and, in particular, the volunteer sector.
Mr Pisoni substituted for Mr Griffiths. Through such programs, we are providing community

organisations with the tools and know-how to operate in an
ever-changing environment. In the same vein, our free
training program continues, with places for 1 500 volunteers

Mr Goldsworthy substituted for Ms Chapman.

Departmental Advisers: to do short courses in subjects that community organisations

Mr G. Knight, Acting Chief Executive, Primary Industries have identified as necessary. These range from counselling
and Resources SA. skills to governance. We continue to assist community
Mr S. Archer, Acting Executive Director, Corporate Organisations financially through our Volunteer Support
Affairs, PIRSA. Fund, with grants of up to $3 000 from a pool of $150 000.

. ) Providing training and resources which assist community
Volhdr:tg‘érgam"ton’ General Manager of the Office for organisations a_md w_hich, _very importantly, enrich the
- ) . ) volunteer experience is an important part of our strategy to
Mr M. Williams, Acting Director, Finance and Shared assist the recruitment and retention of volunteers. The annual
Business Services, PIRSA. South Australian Volunteers Day celebration continues to be
a highlight of the volunteer sector’s calendar. This year, the
The CHAIR: | declare the proposed payment open forfree event at the Adelaide Festival Centre was oversub-
examination and refer members to the Budget Statement, ixribed. This event is an excellent and popular means of
particular to Portfolio Statements Volume 2, Part 5. Does th@ecognising the contribution made by our v0|unteersl and
minister have a brief opening statement? provides the forum for the presentation of the Joy Noble
TheHon.JM.RANKINE: Yes, thank you. The Medal (which was presented this year for the first time),
government is committed to supporting and developing thevhich recognises outstanding volunteers in state government
volunteer sector here in South Australia, and | am very proudnd local government programs, and the Premier’s Business
to say that we have the highest participation rate of volunteerdwards, which recognise the outstanding contribution and/or
in the nation. A survey that we undertook earlier this yeapromotion of volunteering by the business sector.
indicated that something like 51 per cent of all South The Office for Volunteers will continue to provide
Australians 15 years and over are active formal volunteersnformation through the development of fact sheets, news-
This figure reaches the target set by South Australia’setters and facilitating networks of community organisations.
Strategic Plan four years ahead of schedule. We will continu&he Volunteer Congress, which is held each year on Inter-
to work with the volunteer sector by supporting communitynational Volunteers Day, will continue to play its part as the
organisations to operate more efficiently, by helping them tdorum for providing information to leaders of the volunteer
promote and market their activities, and to encourage furthesector in South Australia. The congress has proven not only
development of support networks. We will also continue tato be valuable as a measure of delivering information but also
foster links between community groups and the businesi$has been an occasion when many networking opportunities
sector by encouraging mentoring, skills transfer, corporatbave been developed. The excellent and productive relation-
volunteering and general support from business for theship between the government and the volunteer sector has
community sector. A key part of the strategy to achieve thideen, and remains, critical to the continued development of
is the continued overall promotion of the value and mutuathe sector. The close relationship between the sector and the
benefit of volunteering in general, and for volunteersgovernmentis at the heart of the Advancing the Community
themselves, who are such a valuable part of our communitjlogether partnership that laid out agreed objectives and
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mutual obligations as well as the mechanism that will help taot an increase in expenditure; it just appears in these lines

achieve those objectives. for the first time. In previous years they would have sat in
The ACT partnership has recently undergone its biennighnother portfolio.

review. The resultant recommendations are being implement- Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Minister, what is the FTE for the

ed. Extensive community and volunteer sector consultation®ffice for Volunteers?

were undertaken, with staff from the Office for Volunteers TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: 8.5.

visiting regions across the state conducting forums and Mr GOLDSWORTHY: What efficiency dividends is the

distributing feedback requests. The response was excellei@ffice for Volunteers expected to achieve over the next 12

It was gratifying that the overwhelming consensus was verynonths and into the forward estimates?

positive towards the partnership agreement and its implemen- The Hon. J.M. RANKINE: My understanding is that it

tation. However, what was very pleasing was that the revievhas an efficiency dividend of something like $2 000. |

highlighted some areas that could be improved, and we amentioned to the acting executive that | thought it was a bit

working on those. lousy of him to take that $2 000 off it, but he has maintained
The government, through the Office for Volunteers, hashis stance.

a positive and productive relationship with South Australia’s Mr PISONI: Minister, can you advise how much was

volunteer sector. | am proud of what has been achieved argpent on publicising marketing and promoting volunteering

I look forward with confidence to continued development ofin the 2005-06 budget, and how much will be spent on the

the sector. 2006-07 budget?
The CHAIR: Member for Kavel, do you wish to make TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: We promote volunteering in
any comments? arange of ways. Certainly the Volunteers Day celebration is

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Yes, | have just a brief opening one of the large areas in which we promote volunteering; the
statement. On behalf of the opposition, | would like toState Volunteer Congress; and the Office for Volunteers
acknowledge the outstanding contribution that volunteergproduces a regular newsletter that is distributed to a database
make to our community. As we all know, the state would notof over 6 000 volunteers. We fund a scholarship program for
function at the level that it does without the contribution fromvolunteer managers that I think could be encompassed in that.
the volunteer sector. We all know that volunteers are involvedVe also fund the Volunteer Ministerial Advisory Group,
in all activities right through from A to Z, from the arts which provides direct advice to the government so that it can
through to the zoo, and everywhere in between. There haldress issues which have been highlighted. We promote
been an exercise in costing out the value that volunteers makelunteering in a whole range of areas—the Joy Noble
to the state economy, and that is around the $5 billion markvMedal, the business awards. It runs a whole gamut. | cannot
No government could find that amount of money if, for give the honourable member a specific number, if you like,
whatever reason, the volunteer sector did not contribute. Smvolving the $150 000 which we give to volunteer organisa-

I acknowledge the tremendous contribution that all volunteerions to support volunteers and the work that they do, but we

make to our state. can try to collate all those programs together and give a total
| refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, page 5.29, under thamount, if that is what the honourable member is after.

heading of Summary Income Statement. We can see the Mr PISONI: | would like that minister, if | could have it.

expenses line under five different categories and then an TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Itis a significant part of our

income line and the net cost of providing services. It statebudget.

that there is evidence of a $200 000 increase in the employ- Mr PENGILLY: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2,

ment benefits and cost line in the 2005-06 estimated result fpage 5.30, the reviewing of the officers’ volunteer grant

the 2006-07 budget, and a $100 000 increase in the suppliesocess. Will the minister advise how the processes have been

and services line in the 2005-06 estimated result, comparesimplified for the grants programs?

to the 2006-07 budget figure. Can the minister provide details TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Yes, | can. This is probably

of those increases? one of the programs that has been most welcomed by the

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Yes, and | thank the member volunteer community. To start with, a Treasurer’s Instruction
for that question. The answer is similar to the one | gavavas sent out, which lifted the level of accountability, if you
when we were discussing local government. It is the allocalike, for volunteer grants from $1 000 to $5 000. Prior to this,
tion of the minister’s office in that particular budget line. anyone who received anything over $1 000 needed to go

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: That there are shared functions through a very complex accountability process to justify their
within PIRSA that have been transferred in their entirety tagrant. | thought it was excessively onerous and unnecessary,

the Office for Volunteers? and it probably cost us more than we saved. Clearly it is
TheHon. JM. RANKINE: | will have Geoff Knight important for government to be accountable for the moneys
explain it to you in detail. that it gives out, but we have been able to simplify the

Mr KNIGHT: As the minister indicated in the earlier application process and the accountability involved in those
discussion involving local government, the minister’s officesmall grants. | think they equate to between 80 and 85 per
comes into the PIRSA portfolio for the first time. Those costscent of the grants that the government gives to community
were shown elsewhere in the structure of the budget. Thisrganisations—not service agreements but grants. It has had
year they appear in, and they are apportioned between, tlaesignificant impact.
two programs that PIRSA is responsible for that relate tothe  Mr GOLDSWORTHY: In a previous answer, the
minister’s office, and that is the Office of Local Governmentminister talked about the ministerial advisory group in
Relations and the Office for Volunteers. So, virtually of therelation to volunteering. Has that undergone a restructure in
entire increase for employee benefits of $211 000, $194 00@cent times?
relates to a share of the minister’s office expenditure. Of the TheHon. JM. RANKINE: The people on that advisory
increase in supplies and services of $106 000, $99 000 relatgsoup were appointed for two years and, at the end of that
to an allocation in the minister’s office expenditure. So, it iscycle, we re-approached the peak organisations. The govern-
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ment has not appointed the people: we invite the organisa- TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: As the honourable member
tions to nominate the people for that advisory group. Som&vould know, a range of legislative reforms aimed at reducing
members have changed; some have remained the same. Ipigblic liability costs were passed in this parliament a couple
good to have some stability in the group, but it is also goof years ago. Certainly, the Economic and Finance Commit-
to have some new people who, if you like, have fresh ideatee began a review of the effects of the legislative amend-
and vitality. As part of the review of the act, they identified ments on the availability and cost of public liability insur-
one thing that they wanted within that structure. Previouslyance. The major issue that came to the fore initially was about
three separate working parties worked on the areas @vailability—community groups simply could not get access
commitment identified in the partnership group. They thoughto public liability insurance. Local government's Risk
that they would rather have a structure within this group ofServices came to the party, as did NACOS Community Cover
a targeted task force, if you like. and the Community Care Underwriting Agency.

We have set up a smaller group which will get together The availability issue was therefore not quite so para-
and identify their priorities for the next 12 months to two mount, although some concerns were expressed about the
years. They will then be endorsed by the volunteer ministeriatosts. Local government’s Risk Services was very good at
advisory group. They will be able to bring people into work working with the communities in developing processes
with them to implement that, including senior public servantswhereby like community groups could bulk buy their
Itis a tiny rejig, but it really was about revitalising the group insurance. | understand that work is continuing in that regard

and getting some new initiatives. to provide insurance cover at the lowest possible cost for our
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: How is that restructure working? community groups.
What will the benefits be? The CHAIR: The time agreed for examination of these

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | think the benefits will come  payments having expired, | declare consideration of the
because, in the task group, we have senior public servants aptbposed payments adjourned until 25 October. Thank you,
people from the volunteer sector coming together to identifiadvisers.
issues both within the volunteer sector and within government
which we can streamline and improve. There are always
things that we can improve. The people concerned will come
up with these initiatives, go to the wider group and the people

with the expertise in those areas will be working on those Attorney-General's Department $67 728 000
matters, rather than being siloed in a formal working party, Administered Items for the Attorney-General’'s
as was the case previously. Department, $52 884 000

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: 1| refer to Budget Paper 4,
Volume 2, page 5.30, ‘Performance criteria’. In the perform- Departmental Advisers:

ance commentary it talks about the delivery of free training Mr J. Maguire, Chief Executive, Attorney-General's
programs conducted by volunteer organisations. In heDepartment.
opening remarks, the minister spoke about the provision of Mr Mark Bodycoat, Commissioner of Consumer and

grants—that is, the $3 000 grants, | understand. Business Affairs.
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: No, the honourable member  Mr Bill Pryor, Commissioner for Liquor and Gambling.
has confused the two. Ms Debra Contala, Director, Strategic and Financial

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | will ask the question, anyway. Services, Attorney-General’'s Department.

In relation to the delivery of free training programs conducted  Mr Andrew Swanson, Manager, Business and Financial
by volunteer organisations, will the minister provide anServices, Attorney-General's Department.

outline of how that initiative is carried out? That is, does it

entail the provision of funds to these organisations listed M ember ship:

under, for example, Northern Volunteering, or does the Ms Penfold substituted for Mr Goldsworthy.

Office for Volunteers provide resources other than funding?

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: No. What has historically The CHAIR: | declare the proposed payment open for
been the case is that the Office for Volunteers has provideeixamination and refer members to the Budget Statement (in
training grants to our volunteer resource centres, whickparticular pages 2.12 to 2.16) and the Portfolio Statements,
provide the volunteer training within their communities. ~ Volume 1, Part 4. Does the minister wish to make an opening

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: There has been no specific statement?
funding. The Office for Volunteers has provided resources. TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: Yes, thank you. The Office

TheHon. JM. RANKINE: No, the Office for Volunteers of Consumer and Business Affairs is established under and
provides the funding to the volunteer resource centres tm connection with the Fair Trading Act 1987 to support the
provide training. That has been the process. Commissioner of Consumer and Business Affairs in the

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: What is the dollar figure administration of that act and some 30 others which together
provided under that funding, say, for the past 12 months? represent the main body of consumer law in South Australia.

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: We have provided $20 000 The ongoing activities of the office include the provision of
to each of the regional centres for free training, and $25 00@dvice and information, the resolution of disputes by
from the previous year's budget to the three metropolitarconciliation and negotiation, maintenance of licensing and
resource centres. civil registers, monitoring and the enforcement of consumer

Mr PISONI: Volunteering SA called on the state legislation.
government to support its endeavours to challenge the The main objectives of the office are to ensure that there
insurance industry to reduce premiums. What further works an appropriate balance between the rights of consumers and
has the government undertaken to support volunteer organisrose of businesses from which they buy their goods and
tions in the challenge to reduce insurance premiums? services, and that consumer transactions take place in a fair
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and informed marketplace. Among the legislation adminissumer SA. Itis unfortunate that as the government ceased funding
tered in the Office for Consumer and Business Affairs ardo thebaS_SO_C'atlon \#‘e do not now have g?y Stflftf_to F;Lelgafe comment
; ; : submissions on the many papers and legislation that we were once

actsl_suqh as the F_a_lr Trading AICt’ which are acts dOf generr%le to provide, nor are we now able to provide consumer representa-
application containing general consumer standards, anges on the many industry/service consumer representative groups
several occupational licensing acts, one of these being theat has always been expected from us, as the association is now only
Security and Investigation Agents Act which is committed toserved by volunteers. We will check to see if any of them have the
the Attorney-General, and which has recently undergon8™} BCTROERR BAIEEE 10 N 8 SUOMBS A, o in effect
significant change in the interests of improving communityyeen negated and we are therefore unable to provide comment on
safety and the quality of individuals participating in thattopics and legislation that affects consumers, which is the whole of
sector. the South Australian population.

In a similar way, to improve community outcomes and to, _ Should the government reassess their funding decision, we would

s . e happy to cooperate in any way that we are able, provided that we
ensure that the legislation can keep pace with the moderl}, jn 3 position to employ staff and have office space. Please note

market conditions, the office presently has under way ahat the current President is Graham Pratt. He may be contacted on
number of legislation review projects. The first of these is s mobile . . or byemail. Minister, we note that the promised part
review of the law relating to landlords and tenants, which ha&nding up to the end of September is yet to be received.
already resulted in the preparation and introduction of will leave it there. The same attitude is shown by this
amendments to law to deal with the residential parks, and wijovernment for the department itself, and particularly for
also generate proposals to make amendments to the Residesgional consumers where regional development staff are
tial Tenancies Act. The second legislation review project willbeing progressively cut from nine down to three. As the
see the introduction of measures to refine the ongoinginister would be aware, every job lost in the Public Service
licensing of land agents and address some conduct dfom a regional area is not only a loss of a government
concerns surrounding buying and selling land. service but also a loss with a multiplier effect of perhaps
| am pleased to be able to inform this committee that theréosing a family, the spouse and their job, the children and
is presently in circulation a discussion paper on paydaynaybe a school teacher, and possibly one or two jobs in small
lending, and that, following the release of discussion papersusinesses such as food and clothing stores, and the loss of
on secondhand vehicles and telemarketing, | expect to be allee profit margin they need to employ more people or to take
to bring forward packages for the improvement of consumeon a trainee and maybe a volunteer or two from local
outcomes in these areas in the near future. | am also pleasethanisations.
to be able to advise that | have released a discussion paper in The ripples are felt throughout the communities, and it
connection with the review of the Building Workers Contrac-affects the whole morale of a small town, which is of
tors Act, and this will be the first of three papers examiningparticular concern in this time of drought. Even phone
aspects of the licensing and regulation of building workservices to the regions are being cut, as illustrated by a young
contractors. | expect the review of this act to be the first in anan who rang recently to complain about the upgrade to his
series examining occupational licensing more generally. builders licence. It will cost him over $1 000 to travel to
At the same time, the office is a participant in nationalAdelaide in time and money where a phone call used to be,
projects to review and reform the management of trada@nd still should be, enough. If absolutely necessary, the
measurement, product safety, real estate investment advidggrvices SA organisation that was put in by our government,
finance and mortgage broker licensing, and responsiblghould be able to handle these things, or is that being
lending practices. In the last 12 months the office has alsourtailed as well? Once again, this Labor government is
undertaken a detailed examination of improvements to itshowing that it does not care for ordinary South Australians,
online service delivery, and will shortly commence the workparticularly those who live in regional South Australia.
of implementing online business names registration and The CHAIR: Member for Flinders, questions?
online occupational licence renewals, followed by online MrsPENFOLD: | ask permission to put my omnibus
applications for occupational licences. Online applications foguestions on the record. Would the chair prefer those now or
birth and other certificates are already available, and paymeat the end of the session?
of business names renewals can also be effected online now. The CHAIR: | understand the minister has accepted them
Demand for OCBA Services continues at a high level, andfor all aspects of the portfolio.
though both consumer inquiries and consumer complaints Mrs PENFOLD: My question to the minister refers to
showed some reductions over the previous year, the markggudget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.98, subprogram ‘Educa-
place activities of the agency have continued at high leveldion and Information Services’, which had a budget cut of $69
The CHAIR: Member for Flinders, do you wish to make 000 over last year's estimated expenditure, leaving only
any introductory comments? $1.627 million for research, training and publicity services,
MrsPENFOLD: Yes, just briefly. OCBA is struggling as well as maintaining OCBA publications and web sites. Can
on its limited budget to provide the services that it is expectedhe minister explain why her department would deserve to be
to provide to the people of our state. Cost-saving cuts aréut so severely when it would appear that more services are
being made that are unacceptable. The independent bofigeded, not fewer?
representing consumers in South Australia is Consumer SA, TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | thank the member for her
whose patron is former Labor member Anne Levy, but forquestion. In her opening statement the member highlighted
which this government has so little value that they havdhat itis very important for the government to get best value
ceased the small amount of funding, and even the photocopfer the very precious dollars that we have to expend in this
ing, for it. | quote from their letter to the minister dated lastarea. The member talked about funding no longer being
week: available to Consumers SA. | would have expected her to be
Dear Minister, as concerned when the Consumer Federation of Australia was

Thank you for a copy of the discussion paper on payday Iendiné}je'fund‘i‘_d b)_/ the Howard government some four or five years
which you sent to me as the immediate past president of Corago (I think it was) to the tune of many hundreds of thou-
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sands of dollars. | do not recall the member at that stagbillions of dollars. Consumer SA is the only independently,
expressing— largely volunteer body—
The CHAIR: Order! The member has a point of order.  The CHAIR: Member for Flinders, where is the question?
MrsPENFOLD: That is about a federal budget some  MrsPENFOL D: The question is: can the minister advise
time ago, not the current one that we are looking at now. the committee why she has stopped the funding to Consumer
The CHAIR: I think we are getting to where the minister SA? Perhaps it is embarrassing the government.
indicates the impact on the current budget. The CHAIR: Order! That was comment, member for
TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | certainly am. What | am  Flinders, which is out of order.
highlighting is that the federal government made a decision TpeHon. J.M. RANKINE: | think | just answered that
that they did not think they were getting value for dollar; gyestion, but I am happy to go back over the issue. The fact
whether they were or not, | cannot make that judgment. 1 t00ks that they are good and decent people. This was a difficult
some time to meet with representatives of Consumers SAyecision, because | think they are very committed in the work
having (like most members) received over many years a CORyyat they are trying to do. But there is nothing in their reports
of the newsletter that they publisBonsumer \bice, which  that would justify the amount of money that was being paid
would come to my electorate office. | think that was printediq that organisation. | am happy to go through this again in
with the help and assistance of the Office for Business anghore detail if you like. The issues they come up with are very
Consumer Affairs. general. Even in relation to the one survey | talked to, their
I have no doubt that these are very good and decent and,mment was:
well-meaning people, and | had a lengthy discussion with Despite the disappointing number of responses to the survey,

them because | understood how important that funding mayormation obtained will assist the association in determining its
be to them and the impact it would have by no longefyture direction on health use.

providing it. | had to weigh up the_issues of funding thgm andThey could not tell me how many people they spoke to. Their
the services that they are providing for people here in Sout@onclusions were—no conclusions—to thank the participants.

Australia. It was very clear in our discussion that they wer think I have a responsibility, if | am providing money for

no longer able to highlight cutting edge issues that were ng i : :
already being addressed, either by the office or through thén organisation like this, to ensure that consumers in South

O ; . Kustralia actually get some results for their money. In
Ministerial Cqun0|l O.f Consumer Affairs. | asked them abou'[relation to a banking and credit card survey, their conclusion
some of the issues in their reports, and | think the responﬁﬁ .
by one of the members at the time was that it was really har . o -
to come up with some ideas ~ Consumers SA thanks all participants for their input. In addition,

: . it thanks for volunteers who took calls on the day, including those

When you look at the reports onsumer \oice, you See 4t the Office of Consumer and Business Affairs. . .
that they are issues being addressed at either a state IeveLIQnr . lusion for th iting list .
nationally and do lack some considerable amount of sub: '€l conclusion for the waiting list was:

stance. When asking about he numbers,hen hey conduct COnsuter SATaLS 2 paricbnts o et addter
a telephone SUrvey, using the Office .Of Bus'.ness aNGytfice of Consumer and Business Affairs who stood by to take any
Consumer Affairs to do so, they had no information aboutyyerfiow.

numbers and came to no conclusions; in fact, one of th
conclusions on one of the surveys they conducted was t
thank their volunteers and the Office of Business an : . .
Consumer Affairs who stood by to take the overflow calls for rom the Office of Cor_lsumer and B“S"?ess Af_falrs.
them, but they could not actually give me any information  MrSPENFOLD: First, Madam Chair, | point out that
about the numbers. In this particular instance they WergVen photocopying IS now not being done by the Office of
looking at a health issue involving access to doctors an&onsumer and Business Affairs. , ,
dentists and they basically said, in relation to waiting times . 1 heHon. J.M. RANKINE: Well, certainly, the Commis-
to see doctors and dentists, it would appear that shoppirgfoner has been asked to provide those in-kind services.
around, as one would for other consumer items, could be a MrsPENFOLD: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1:
good idea as waiting times appear to vary enormously. ~ €xpenses, employee benefits and costs. Itis of great concern
I could go through example after example where they aré0 be told that six regional jobs with OCBA in regional South
very well meaning, and that is why | have asked the commisAustralia, including the Riverland and South-East, have
sioner to consider and provide in-kind support for Consumeralready gone or are going, and that the staff is ‘trimmed to a
SA, but could not justify continuing that funding. In relation Point that the office is useless’. Can the minister advise how
to the rationalisation of communication in OCBA, there is anmany staff there are and where they are based in the regions,
increasing importance on the use of web-based delivery d¥stifying her cutting of regional staff, and tell us why this
services and publicity and publications, and certainly a lot ofVill not affect the quality of the service OCBA works so hard
activity occurring in the media; and in fact | think that is up to provide in regional South Australia?
substantially, if you have a look at those figures. So it is The CHAIR: Member for Flinders, the first part of your
about delivering those education programs in an efficient anguestion sounded like you were quoting from the papers, but
appropriate way in which the consumers of South Australidowards the end of it | thought that it was probably not
will have access to them. quoting the papers. You said it is a great concern to be told—
MrsPENFOL D: My question relates to Budget Paper 4, that is not from—
Volume 1, 4.98. | am aware that, despite requesting a mere Mrs PENFOLD: My quote ‘trimmed to a point that the
$38 000 from the Minister for Consumer Affairs, there is nooffice is useless’ was a phone conversation | had from a
funding in the budget for Consumers SA; and | point out thaperson from the South-East.
there is no point in blaming a past federal government budget The CHAIR: Again, that is out of order, but your
for this problem when they have had a GST bonus of somgquestion is perfectly in order, and the minister can address the

here is not much more that | can add to that. | think they are
ell-meaning people, and they are receiving in-kind support
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guestion. Member for Flinders, have quick look at your With very limited exceptions, consumers are entitled to a
questions, as they will be completely out of order. Minister.refund when the goods are faulty, do not match the descrip-
TheHon. JM. RANKINE: Rural communities have tion or are not fit for their purpose, irrespective of the price
shown support for the ongoing service delivery partnershipaid. However, consumers are not legally entitled to a refund
that has been developed between the Office of Consumer affdhey simply change their mind or make a wrong choice,
Business Affairs and Service SA. This has been venfind the same item cheaper elsewhere, do not like the gift that
effective, and figures show a very steady increase in theias bought for them or it is the wrong size or colour. OCBA
number of financial transactions undertaken for OCBA afdvises consumers always to ask about the store’s refund
Service SA centres. | know that, in fact, wherever we now ggolicy before buying gifts. It is recommended that consumers
with community cabinet, the regional cities are all vying for find out whether the store will accept the return of the goods
these Service SA centres, where people have a one-stop shbthey are the wrong size or if the recipient already has this
to do their business. Over the last 10 months there have bed@em. The store does not legally have to offer refunds in this
almost 2 500 OCBA transactions, which include applicationsituation, but some do as a goodwill gesture.
for birth, death or marriage certificates, lodging of a rental South Australia’s fair trading laws are in place to protect
bond, applying or renewing an occupational licence, andonsumers and set standards for traders in the marketplace.
registering a business name in the major centres of MourRetailers and their staff should fully understand their legal
Gambier, Port Lincoln and Whyalla. obligations and make them known to customers. In the lead
Itis very pleasing to see the community utilising its localup to Christmas, OCBA will also be reminding consumers
Service SA outlet for OCBA-related transactions. Service SAot to overcommit themselves through excessive credit card
outlets provide a central point, as | said, for the communityspending. Traditionally, it is at this time of year that people
to gather information about a range of matters, and conduget themselves into the most trouble with credit, and OCBA
government-related transactions. Delivering transactioends up referring a number of consumers to financial
services through Service SA is one way that OCBA servicesounselling services. It is not until January when the bills
can be more accessible to the community and, clearly, morgart rolling in that consumers begin to realise that the party
accessible to communities in rural South Australia. Consunthey had on credit has quickly come to a debt-induced
ers can also contact OCBA by phone for advice for the coshangover.
of a local call, or visit the web site to download forms,  To avoid this, consumers should set a budget and stick to
conduct some online transactions and access useful informi: consider whether they can afford extra credit before
tion. The simple fact of the matter is that the vast majority ofaccepting offers to increase their credit limit, importantly; not
consumer contact with OCBA is by phone or over the netpverspend on credit and try to pay the balance off in full each
and this is unlikely to change. month; think about switching to a credit card with lower
Mr PISONI: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page interest rates; think carefully before buying presents on
4.94. | note that fees, fines and penalties in the estimatddterest-free arrangements and, if you do get into trouble, ask
result for 2005-06 amounted to $19.487 million, whichfor help. In other words, as with all things Christmas,
happens to be the exact same figure that was budgeted fornmoderation is the key to an enjoyable time. | would also
the same year. Can the minister advise whether this estimateecommend that people do not leave their Christmas buying
amount is correct or whether it is a copy and paste error? to the last minute like | do and pay the maximum for their
TheHon. JM. RANKINE: The Commissioner will be presents.
able to detail of this response for you, | am sure. MsFOX: | refer to subprogram 2.5 on page 4.97. Will the
Mr BODY COAT: Itis my understanding that the figure minister explain what action is being taken in relation to
of $19.487 million, appearing in the 2005 estimated resultensuring the safety of children’s dummies or pacifiers, which
is an estimated result, but the actual may, in fact, be highewere mentioned i€hoice magazine’s 10 worst shonky goods
Itis a matter which, | think might appropriately be dealt with of the year.
on notice, and | would be happy to provide the accurate TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: This is a particular passion
information. of mine. Having been a very doting grandmother for the last
Mr PISONI: I am happy to take it on notice. Thank you. 20 months and now having a brand new baby girl in the
Ms SIMMONS: | refer to subprogram 2.4 on page 4.96. family four weeks old tomorrow, the issue of the safety of
As a confirmed ‘Christmas-aholic’, which is why | am keen products for children is very dear to my heart. | am advised
to ask this question, and with Christmas just around thé¢hat back in 1980 in South Australia we did ban a particular
corner, what action will be taken to protect consumerstype of dummy. The ban, however, was lifted following the
particularly in relation to the return of goods, and what actiorintroduction of TransTasman Mutual Recognition, which saw
should consumers take to protect their interests? a review of all Australian mandatory standards. In that
TheHon. JM. RANKINE: Each year around Christmas, review, all states were asked to review the ongoing need for
the Office of Consumer and Business Affairs (OCBA) any standards or bans that were either not national or not in
receives hundreds of calls from people who have beeplace in at least four states or territories. Consequently, in
unsuccessful in returning Christmas presents for a refund. 1h998 the ban was lifted.
the past, OCBA has visited round 700 stores, checking for |am informed that, at a meeting of the Consumer Products
business practices in relation to refunds, warranties, labellin§afety Advisory Committee earlier this year, the issue of
and two-priced advertising. Particular attention was paid taoluntary standards being made mandatory was raised. | am
refund policy displayed in stores and how it is worded onfurther advised that this followed two reports of serious
sales receipts. Usually, some stores are found to be nptoblems with dummies, where babies managed to get the
complying with the rules and regulations. Traders are notvhole of the dummy into their mouth. No doubt, this would
required to display a refund sign or policy but, if they do, it have been distressing for both the mother and the baby. | am
must not be misleading. Any retailers with signs that do notnformed that this particular type of dummy complies with
comply are asked to remove them immediately. the European standard, which allows for a smaller shield than
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that which is allowed for in the voluntary Australian standard. MsSIMMONS: | have a point of order, Madam Chair.
The ACCC wrote to Standards Australia with a view tolt is our right on this side to ask questions, in the same way
reassessing the differences with other standards in relation &s it is the member’s right. If the member reads the standing
child pacifiers. orders, he will see they state that three questions are allowed
At the time, the ACCC issued a statement seekindo his side and then three questions to our side. We can decide
information as a matter of high priority about any safety-not to ask questions, but—
related incidents with the use of infant dummies. The ACCC The CHAIR: Order! That is sufficient for a point of
is currently developing a regulatory impact statement for arder. | think the member for Unley has the point.
proposed mandatory standard for children’s dummies. South Mr PISONI: Thank you, madam. | thank the member on
Australia has provided details of consumer complaintghe other side for raising the subject of scams in his question.
regarding dummies, along with its views regarding the needlrefer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.91. | note that
for such a standard. 9600 complaints were received. | believe that, of that
Mr PICCOLO: | refer to subprogram 2.6 on page 4.98. number, 1 364 complaints regarding scams were developed
Could the minister advise the committee of what electronidy the minister’s office into formal matters requiring action.
scams are currently being used against South Australiadow many resulted in prosecutions and fines, and what
consumers, what they should do to protect themselves arabntribution to the estimated figure of $19.48 million did they
where they can go to find information in relation to suchmake?

scams? TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: | thank the member for that
Mr PISONI: On a point of order, Madam Chair, can we question. | am happy to take it on notice and obtain that
please have a budget line? detail.

Mr PICCOLO: I refer to subprogram 2.6, page 4.98. Mr PISONI: | refer to Budget Paper4, Volume 1,

TheHon. J.M.RANKINE: We are always on the page 4.97. The estimated figure of a number of consumer
lookout in South Australia for new electronic scams. Whatproducts inspected for labelling, correct measure, price and
is happening on a consistent basis is that the old is becomirgafety compliance was 56 102, which was more than double
new again: old scams are being rejigged as the use of modettne target amount of 25 000. Can the minister confirm that the
technology comes into play. A number of electronic scamdigure is correct, and what was the reason for such a variance?
are infiltrating South Australia at present, but two in particu-How many of the businesses that were tested were repeat
lar are the David Rhodes style chain letter by email and aoffenders, and how many were prosecuted or issued with
SMS dating scam, whereby consumers are invited tdines? Finally, why—
unsubscribe via a web address. The CHAIR: Order! There are at least three components

Mr PICCOLO: I'd better be careful, hadn't 1? to that question. That is sufficient.

TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: The member had better be ~ TheHon. J.M. RANKINE: My understanding is that the
careful. If he receives a message that he has a date, | wouligures the member is quoting are correct. | am sorry, | only
recommend that he wipe it or ignore it. He should not use higjot the first question about the number—
computer and go to the web address and unsubscribe, becauseMr PISONI: The second question was: what was the
there is the potential for these people to gain access to r@ason for the variance?
whole range of information stored on a computer and, in  The Hon. J.M. RANKINE: We will take the rest of the
some instances, they have been able to access peoplgisestions on notice.
banking details. It exposes people quite considerably. The Mr PISONI: The other question was: how many of the
David Rhodes style chain letter involves people receivinghusinesses that were tested were repeat offenders, and how
emails offering them supposed testimonials from peoplénany were prosecuted or issued with fines? Why is the
claiming that they are making something like $200 a daytargeted figure for 2006-07 21 000 fewer than the estimated
They are given instructions to forward the email to numerousesult for 2005-06?
other people, after sending $5 via an electronic paymentto TheHon. JM. RANKINE: We will take those questions
the first email address on the list. It is very much like the oldon notice. | think there was a concentrated effort in that area
chain letter scam. Clearly, the consistent message to consuiiuring the last financial year. The commissioner can explain
ers is that, if it sounds too good to be true—that is, if thethat in more detail.
member is getting a date via an SMS message—no, | do not Mr BODY COAT: There are two reasons for the substan-

mean that, | am being facetious, that is not true— tial increase in the indicator mentioned. The first is that there
MsFOX: The town is heaving with ladies waiting for was a concentrated effort put into it. That followed from a
you, Tony. minor reorganisation of the trade measurement and product

TheHon. JM.RANKINE: It is. But they would safety group, which allowed specialist attention to be devoted
probably phone him and not SMS him. If the offer sounds toao those kinds of issues for that time.
good to be true, it generally is. Consumers can check the Mr PISONI: So, they are no longer an issue?
Scam Alert on the OCBA web site to obtain information, Mr BODYCOAT: | would hesitate to suggest that they
because the scams that are prevalent in South Australia asge no longer an issue. The issue in that instance was a
constantly being updated on the web site. The baseline is thafecision to apply the resources of that group to particularly

if it sounds too good to be true, it generally i.s.. focus on that area at that time. The later figure represents a
Mr PICCOLO: | would like to thank the minister for her  figure more in keeping with the estimates of previous years.
answer. | am impressed by her knowledge of this area. The CHAIR: The time allotted for the examination of this

Mr PISONI: While we are complimenting each other, | |ine has expired.
would like to express my disappointment that the minister has
lined up three Dorothy Dixers when we have only 45 minutes
to ask questions on such an important portfolio. However,
having said that—
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Witness: TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am glad you like it. I think
The Hon. M.J. Atkinson, Attorney-General, Minister for the official opening is soon. | hope you find it agreeable that
Justice, Minister for Multicultural Affairs. it is on the outskirts of town.
Mr Pengilly interjecting:
Additional Departmental Advisers: TheHon. M .J. ATKINSON: Thank you. | don’t think
Mr P. Louca, Chief of Staff, Attorney-General’s Depart- we have ever met there, have we? In February 2007, a
ment. $12.6 million new court will be opened in Port Augusta. New

Ms K. O'Connell, Acting Director, Justice Strategy COurts have been built in four regional centres: Port Pirie
Division. opened in March 2006; Victor Harbor was opened in

Ms M. Dharmasenan, Acting Director, Strategic Develop-~Pril 2006; Berri opened in May 2006—and we sent a
ment Unit. resident magistrate up there, reversing a Liberal government
decision to abolish resident magistrates; and a new court will
open in Port Lincoln in December 2006—all those courts in
non-Labor electorates. From all the moaning that goes on
about the Supreme Court redevelopment, it seems that some
people’s emphasis is exclusively on courts in the metropolitan
area, but Labor is a government for all South Australia.

. . . . The Rann government h I h stan n law
supply information at a later date, |tmustbesubm|ttedtoth%n e Rann government has pledged a tough stance on 1

. . rder, an Attorney-General | hav r ri
committee secretary by no later than Friday, 17 Novembefeg?s?aﬂse’ %fgr?r? agj?ndz);hi?hgszaincll?dgdpu sued a serious

Questions are to be directed to the minister, not the minister’s The introduction of Australia first legislation making
advisers. The minister may refer questions to advisers for a drink and food spiking a stand-alone offence punishable
response. Attorney, would you like to make a brief opening by imprisonment. The new law will make drink and food

2 o g
statement? spiking, regardless of whether the victim is harmed, an

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes, | would. Normally | offence carrying a maximum penalty of three years
would dispense with an opening statement but since we have jmrisonment. This should send a clear message that drink

a new shadow attorney-general | thought | would give her  an4 fo0d spiking are not trivial matters and that the
some chapter and verse on the portfolio as part of her qgender will face heavy penalties whether or not a
understanding. person’s life is put in danger.

I am pleased to have this parliamentary examination of = The drafting of amendments to the Summary Offences Act
what has been a good budget for the justice portfolio. Itisone g create a new offence of indecent filming, with a

of the government’s highest priorities and one in which there  aximum penalty of $10 000 or two years imprisonment
has been much achievement, which is reflected in the latest (or both), in an effort to crack down on the offensive use
budget. The budget papers highlight the new money for the of web cameras and mobile phones with cameras.
justice system, including: funding for an additional 400 police. The introduction of a reform targeted at rock throwers,
officers over the next four years, at a cost of $109.5 million; creating a new offence of throwing a missile at a vehi-
a new prison precinct near Murray Bridge—and | hope the  ¢je—| understand that the first person charged with this
member for Hammond has got over his initial shock at this pew offence was charged only a few weeks ago.
tremendous boost to the economy of his electorate, and I hope | ggis|ative amendments about reckless drivers who kill
we can talk him into supporting it—with construction valued o seriously injure someone in aggravated circumstances.

Director of Public Prosecutions; and an extra $5.8 million  criticism of our caliing the commission at the time. |
over four years to meet increased costs in the South Aus- remember at the Mount Gambier sitting of parliament the
tralian courts system. member for Heysen supported a select committee to be

Member ship:
Ms Geraghty substituted for Mr Piccolo.
Mr Pederick substituted for Mr Pisoni.
Ms Redmond substituted for Mrs Penfold.

TheCHAIR: Justto clarify, if the minister undertakes to

The budget also delivers on election pledges in justice,
including $4.6 million over four years for enhanced DNA

testing services; continuing funding for the Paedophile Task

Force; the establishment of the Commissioner for Victims’
Rights; and continuing funding for the sexual and violent

proposed by the then member for Hammond, and one of
the terms of reference was the connection between the
Kapunda Road incident and paedophiles. Perhaps the
member for Heysen could explain that term of reference

for which she voted.

offender treatment program in prisons. - Making it illegal for crossbows to be manufactured, sold
The Attorney-General's Department budget also includes or even possessed without lawful excuse.
funds to increase grants to the Multicultural Communitiesin yet another example of the government’s tough stance on
Council and the Migrant Resource Centre, and continuingaw and order, the government continues to deliver on
funding for two additional social workers who do guardian-election promises by increasing fines for people caught
ship work in the Office of the Public Advocate. Dear me, smoking, selling or cultivating cannabis.
Madam Chair, that must mean more public servants. The The Controlled Substances Act introduced in 1984 set
opposition will not like that. The budget also includesfines by regulation and they have remained unchanged since
continuing funding for an officer to handle freedom of 1985, meaning that current fines no longer reflect their
information matters in the Ombudsman’s office—anotheroriginal intent to prohibit the illegal use of cannabis. Our
public servant. On the matter of capital investment, there hashanges will see some fines double and others treble when the
and continues to be much investment in new courts. This inew fees come into effect on 3 December 2006. During our
a court building government—and we have built one in thdast term, we accepted the proposal by Robert Brokenshire
member for Finniss’ electorate which is long over due. (the then member for Mawson) and changed the law so
Mr PENGILLY: A fine building, Attorney-General. people caught growing cannabis hydroponically would face
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court and punishment, rather than being issued with on-thesreating a system whereby people are no longer equal before
spot fines. We have also announced that we will introducéhe law, to which the Attorney replied ‘No’. In addition, |
legislation to make it tougher to buy hydroponic equipmentyemind the Attorney of the numerous adverse comments he
and police will soon have the authority to inspect known druchas made about the legal profession, judges, the Parole Board
dealers’ premises without a search warrant—a great relief thaind various other aspects of the legal profession.
will be for the people of East Avenue, Allenby Gardens. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Can you quote some?
This government is also set to introduce changes to MrsREDMOND: Does the Attorney-General recognise
regulations covering crowd controllers. These are aimed dhe incredible damage that all these things do—
banning people from the industry if they have been found TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: You're not thinking of the
guilty of a cannabis offence, and this further demonstrateBremier, are you?
that the government will continue to toughen the law and The CHAIR: Order!
back our police in the fight against drugs on our streets. MrsREDMOND: —to the community’s confidence,
Before the last election, the government gave a pledge thathich he states by this policy objective he is keen to have?
the rights of victims—not criminals—are the priority of our ~ The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Well, it is unusual for an
criminal justice system. As part of this budget, the governestimates committee to begin with a Dorothy Dix question,
ment has delivered on this promise, introducing changebut | thank the member for Heysen for the question. There
including: strengthening victims’ rights through the creationcould not be a more stark difference between the Rann
of a new independent Office of the Commissioner forgovernment and the Evans/Redmond opposition on the
Victims’ Rights—the first state in Australia to do so, secondquestion of criminal justice. The member for Heysen believes
only in the world to the United Kingdom. that Paul Habib Nemer should never have spent a day in gaol.
Victims of crime, for the first time, will have the legal The member for Heysen takes the view that the government
right to be properly consulted about any charge bargaining/as wrong to intervene in the Nemer case. The member for
between the defence and the prosecution. This arises out Beysen—
the Nemer case and, as we know, there could not be a starker Mrs REDMOND: Madam Chair?
difference between the government and the opposition on the The CHAIR: Order!
Nemer case. The shadow attorney-general takes the point of MrsREDMOND: The Attorney is not addressing my
view that the government should never have intervened witquestion about whether he understands that what he does is
the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, that theredamaging to the confidence the community has in our legal
should have been no appeal and that, therefore, Paul Hab$lystem. It has nothing to do with my views on anything.
Nemer should never have spent a day in gaol. The CHAIR: The member for Heysen’s question was a
Mrs REDMOND: Madam Chair, the Attorney-General fairly broad assertion that was very close to skirting a
is obviously using up valuable time which the oppositionquestion out of order. Given the breadth of her question, |
would like to have. It is almost a quarter to five. We wereWill allow the Attorney liberty in response.
only given 45 minutes to examine this portfolio line. I think ~ TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The question from the
the Attorney has had more than enough time to address tt@®position is, among other things, why did we intervene in
issues of the budget in general, instead of launching persontle Nemer case; and, according to the opposition, why did we
attacks on me. respond to the McGee case in the way that we did? The
The CHAIR: | did not check the clock at the exact time answer is that we believed it was right for the Attorney-
that you started, but 10 minutes is the maximum time3eneral to instruct the DPP to appeal against the suspended
allowed. sentence given to Paul Habib Nemer. We believe it was right
MrsREDMOND: He is now well and truly over. to appeal. Our appeal was upheld by the Court of Criminal
The CHAIR: You are very close to 10 minutes. Appeal. The High Court refused leave of Nemer to appeal

The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: Thank you. | shall notuse 29@inst his sentence of imprisonment.

. Because of the government, Paul Habib Nemer did time
all the time. | am happy to defer to the member for Heysenl.n gaol. If the member for Heysen had been the Attorney-

Bring it on. General he would not have spent a day in gaol. Th |
The CHAIR: Member for Heysen, do you wish to make fe € ah € Oul. ﬁ ave spe af.day g.aoh e.pe.ople
a statement? of South Australia have more confidence in the crimina

. . . justice system because of what we did. Make no mistake, if
MrsREDtM ON[?' N?' Mtad%deh?lrl.Dl W|II‘t1ry\t/o|ask 12 Liberal government is elected in this state and if the
some questions. 1 reter 1o budget maper 2, VOUME Lyomper for Heysen becomes Attorney-General and another

page 4.90: ‘Policy advice and legal _services'. First, | r(_afe_r thq\lemer or McGee case comes up, we know that nothing will
Attorney to the second dot point under ‘Descrlp'uon/be done by a Liberal government'—nothing at all

Objective’, which states: It is that attitude which undermines confidence in the
Increase the South Australian community's confidence that thgriminal justice system. It is not what the Rann government
system of justice is fair, equitable and accessible. has been doing. Our handling of these controversial cases has
I remind the Attorney of some questions | asked him duringmproved public confidence in the system, because we have
question time. | asked whether he reads every case, to whighade the system work in the way in which the public expects
the Attorney said no, he did not. | asked him if he did notus to, and we have done so within the law of this state.
how did he choose which cases he would read and in whicihdeed, the attorney-general who introduced the Director of
cases he would intervene. The Attorney did not give a verpublic Prosecutions Act in 1991 has said that it was certainly
satisfactory answer to that question— his intention (and it is in the express provisions of the act)
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: That is your opinion. that the Attorney-General be able to direct the DPP to appeal
MrsREDMOND: My third question was: did he againsta sentence in an individual case.
recognise that, by choosing to read some cases but not all and Not only is it the text of the law, it was also the intention
by choosing to intervene in some cases but not all, he waaf the person who framed the law. If one goes back to the
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parliamentary debates one will see the then shadow attornelyecause it handles more than 90 per cent of the cases, is going
general (Hon. Trevor Griffin, of blessed memory) moving anwell. You do not hear the Opposition asking questions about
amendment to try to take away the right of the Attorney-the Magistrates Court.
General to appeal against a sentence in an individual case, Judge Rice’s report examined the matters outstanding in
and that amendment was defeated by the parliament. Whtte criminal jurisdiction and the reasons for the delay. It made
the member for Heysen wants is not the law of this state. Yegjood recommendations for improving the criminal listing
I think that, if enacted, the attitude of the member for Heysermprocess and waiting time for matters to be listed. With a view
and the Liberal Party would create a crisis of confidence irto further improvements in the criminal justice system, the
the justice system. government has addressed a high-level task force to address
The member for Heysen wanted to deal with the Kapundéhe recommendations arising from Judge Rice concerning the
Road case by having a select committee of the parliamenibacklog of criminal cases in the higher courts. The Criminal
which was moved by Peter Lewis. The terms of reference aJustice Ministerial Task Force will deal with, in the first
that select committee was going to be the intersectioinstance, the time taken for committal and trial processes in
between the Kapunda Road case and circles of paedophild® criminal court in South Australia, and then provide
in South Australia, whatever that meant. Instead, we had leadership in responding to other inefficiencies within the
royal commission, and | am grateful that we did. Criminal Justice System. Many parts of the Criminal Justice
MrsREDMOND: | move to the next dot point of the System have to put aside their native prejudices if we are
same objectives, which is to maintain and enhance the state@d®ing to make this system work as well as it can. Figures
systems of justice and law. | assume the Attorney-Generadublished by the Productivity Commission have consistently
has heard the saying that justice delayed is justice deniedhown the need for improvement of criminal processes in
Given that stated objective, how does the Attorney-Genergébouth Australian courts. So | take on board the member for
justify his failure to fund appropriately places such as theHeysen'’s points. | think she would concede that these are
Forensic Science Centre. | am advised today that the Corondifficulties of long standing; they predate the current
has made adverse comment because delays are now so lgayernment.
that it can be up to 26 weeks before the results of post- MrsREDMOND: Just talking about Public Prosecutions,
mortems are available. Indeed, four matters are awaitingan we turn to subprogram 1.2 on page 4.92, and | know there
attention that have not been addressed at all. Could theas been an announcement about the increase in the four
Attorney please advise on what basis he says he is maintaiprosecutors for the Office of the DPP, but | also note there is
ing and enhancing the systems of justice and law? an increase in the target for the number of matters finalised
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: That is a good question. by the Committal Unit from 1 400 to 1 600, and | just wonder
Since the introduction in 2003 of amendments to the Criminalvhether that extra target is going to use up the extra resource,
Law (Forensic Procedures) Act, the ability to use DNAor is the Committal Unit not going to utilise DPP people? If
evidence has been vital in police investigations and subsegou look at the performance indicators on page 4.92, the
quent prosecutions. Additional funding has been provided ttarget for 2005-06 was 1 400, in the very first line, and the
forensic science for South Australia in years to come to keetarget for this year is 1 600, which means that there is going
pace with an ever-increasing workload and to contairto be an increase in the workload. | notice in the Estimates
backlogs within a reasonable limit. As part of the 2006-07Committee last year the Attorney provided a great deal of
budget, a further total of $1.5 million recurrent operationalinformation about the reduction in workload, but | take it
funding has been provided over four years, with an additiondrom the comments that have been made by the DPP’s office
$200 000 capital funding per year over the next two years foduring the year that there is still an overload of work on the
software development—in effect, around $1.9 million. officers within the DPP. What | want to know is: given the
SAPOL—that is South Australia Police—has beenincrease in the targets, is there going to be any real decrease
provided with $2.6 million over four years for the expansionin the workloads of the officers working in the Office of the
of DNA testing. Four additional DNA scientific staff willbe DPP?
employed to analyse individual crime scenes and items of TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Committal Unit has
evidence to achieve a rapid turnaround time for DNA resultsfinalised, this year, 16 per cent more matters, about 2 400 as
DNA robotics will be enhanced by the development ofat 30 June 2006, compared to 1 850 in June 2005. To meet
software to achieve an integrated sample process from receigie increased demand additional resources were approved
to completion. Samples will be tracked by bar code, eliminatwith continuing funding provided by the Attorney-General’s
ing the possibility of sample mixup, and enhancing workflowDepartment, and that has contributed to the target being
efficiency. These additional resources for processing DNAexceeded. We are going to call on four new prosecutors. Two
samples have been made available to ensure that the fightll be MLS2s and two will be MLS1s, and we will fill a
against crime is not delayed by crippling backlogs of forensialeputy’s position at the Office of the DPP. So we are
analysis. We, as a government, have almost doubled thaptimistic that there will be progress in the Office of the DPP.
funding of the office of the DPP to $13 million. When the One point that the review of the DPP makes is that the Office
Rann government came to office, a former Liberal MP—mosbf the DPP, irrespective of who is in charge of it, has been
of them are these days—told me that the office of the DPRuffering from what the consultant refers to as juniorisation;
‘runs on the smell of an oily rag’. That is what that MP told that is, there has been a turnover of staff, and there has been
me when | first became Attorney-General. Well, we havea generational change. A lot of young people have come to
done something about it. Funding to the courts has increasadbrk in the Office of the DPP, and they are not going to be
by 8 per cent. His Honour Judge Rice of the District Courtas efficient as some of the old hands, the experienced people.
has handed down what | find a most persuasive and sensitf® we think that as these young people get more experience
report on addressing backlogs in our criminal cases. Cagbey are going to be better prosecutors and they are going to
lists: our civil lists are going well. The Magistrates Court, deal with things more swiftly; that is just obvious, it is
which is the court which is most important in South Australiacommonsense.
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There are some vacant positions in the Office of the DP®n victims and victims’ families; to carry out the functions
and that has contributed to an under-spend of $300 000 in thelated to the objects of the Victims of Crime Act assigned
office’s budget for the last financial year. These vacanciedyy the Attorney-General; and to carry out the functions
and therefore the corresponding savings, have continued assigned to the commissioner under other acts.
the first two months of this financial year. So when these It seems that the emphasis that the Rann government
senior appointments are made there will be a big increase places on victims of crime (especially in the Nemer and
prosecutorial staff for the office this year. McGee cases) is, according to the Liberal Party, shaking the

It is not certain that the appointment of 400 additionaljustice system to its very foundations and leading to a loss of
police officers, and charges that might be laid by police as aorale. Well, I just think the member for Heysen ought to get
result of the Mullighan inquiry, will result in more District out more.

Court trials. | mean, God forbid, the extra police might Intandem with these measures we have provided funding
actually deter some crime. In any event, these things are nof more than $2 million over four years to increase direct
likely to have a bearing on the resources needed in 2006-03upport for victims. This additional funding will be used to
The Lizard Drinking organisational review looked at currentprovide legal representation in court for the new Commis-
workload and trends in the rate of files coming into the officesioner for Victims’ Rights and more than doubling grief
and made recommendations about how the office couldayments to families of victims of homicide; currently
handle these more effectively. families receive as little as $3 000 for the death of a family

A great deal of baseline data was collected. Future trendsember. All payments will be increased to $10 000—
can be affected by a range of matters, such as the genelakaking news: increased to $10 000—to match the payments
crime rate. The member for Heysen does not welcome it, doégsom the Motor Accident Commission for compensable road
not issue press releases about it, but the truth of the matter deaths; and increased reimbursement costs for the funeral of
in the life of this government victim-reported crime has beenvictims from $5 000 to $7 000.
going down again and again and again. What is going up is | think Michael O’Connell’'s experience makes him a
police-generated crime, by which | mean public orderperfect choice as the interim commissioner. He was South
offences and offences where there are not victims, like drugustralia’s first victims of crime coordinator (appointed by
offences, because there are more police on the beat, mattee Hon. Trevor Griffin) and before that was the state’s first
police enforcing the laws of this state. victim impact statement coordinator. Time and again,

My view is: while police-generated crime statistics Michael O’Connell has proved that he is prepared to stand up
continue to go up, that is good, it shows that there is complifor victims’ rights, and act as their voice. As interim commis-
ance and enforcement of our laws; and while victim-reportegioner he will help draft the necessary legislation. The
crime goes down, that is a good thing because it is ategislation will support victims of crime by giving them the
indicator that there are fewer victims. So things that wouldegal right to consultation about charge bargaining between
affect the Office of the DPP would be changes to legislationdefence and prosecution. Importantly, it will provide victims
big cases such as the ‘bodies in the barrel’, changes to poli@# mentally incompetent offenders the same types of rights
prosecution practices and court practices. to information as other victims—a very important change.

It is not possible to anticipate and provide funding for Legislation will recommend ways of strengthening existing
every possible scenario, but | am confident that things areictims’ rights, including the right to make victim impact
getting better and, unlike the situation that obtained under statements.

Liberal government, the Office of the DPP is no longer The Rann government has placed a great emphasis on the
‘running on the smell of an oily rag’. rights of victims of crime. If the member for Heysen placed

MsSIMMONS: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, the same emphasis on the rights of victims of crime, she
page 4.88, in which there is specific reference to victims ofvould not have turned Heysen into a 53 per cent marginal.
crime, which is an area in which | have a particular interest. MsFOX: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.88,
Can the Attorney-General please advise what is being donghich mentions the DPP organisational review. What has
to increase the support to victims of crime and strengthebeen done to address additional funding pressures of the
victims’ rights? office relating to the Mulligan inquiry, the extra 400 police

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: This is a budget in which and the recommendations of the organisational review that
the government has delivered on its promise to increase theere not funded as part of the budget process?
support to victims of crime and strengthen victims’ rights.  TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: It is a good question, but
The government has approved funding for the establishmewie that | think, with due respect, has been asked in substance
of the Office of the Commissioner for Victims’ Rights. in the bracket of Dorothy Dix questions asked by the opposi-
Before the last election, Labor gave an election pledge ttion to open this examination of the Attorney-General’s
create a new independent Office of the Commissioner fobudget lines.

Victims’ Rights. South Australia is to be the first state todo MsFOX: Indeed. Do you think you could run past the
so, and will be second only in the world to the United salient points?

Kingdom. | would have said more about this in my opening The CHAIR: Order!

statement but | was cruelly cut short. MrsREDMOND: The Attorney just indicated to the

In addition to the role of advising me on the marshallingmember that he had answered the question already; and that
of available government resources so they can be applied foras the third question from the government bench.
the benefit of victims of crime in the most efficient and The CHAIR: That was the second question. | think the
effective way, the commissioner’s role will be: to assistmember was going to ask a supplementary question. Is that
victims of crime in their dealings with the Director of Public the case, or are you asking another question?
Prosecutions, police and other government agencies; to MsFOX: Indeed. Actually, it is new question, although
monitor and review the effect of court practices and procedit does relate to the same line. | refer to Budget Paper 4,
ures on victims; to monitor and review the effect of the lawVolume 1, page 4.88, in which reform law relating to drugs
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is highlighted. What is currently being done to prohibit theclassification of the employee and the total employment cost
illegal use of cannabis? of the employee?

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: This is yet another areathat 4. In financial year 2004-05, for all departments and
illustrates the Rann government’s tough stance on law andgencies reporting to the minister, what underspending on
order. A review of the Controlled Substances Act hasrojects and programs was not approved by cabinet for
identified that fines for people caught smoking, selling orcarryover expenditure in 2005-067?
cultivating cannabis has not changed since the act was 5. For all departments and agencies reporting to the
introduced in 1984. So, it means that the value of the currenhinister, what is the estimated or actual level of under
fees after the consumer price index rises over a generatia@xpenditure for 2005-06, and has cabinet already approved
does not reflect the original intent to prohibit the illegal useany carryover expenditure into the 2006-07, and, if so, how
of cannabis. The new legislation comes into effect on 3nuch?

December this year—one day after the anniversary of 6. What was the total number of employees with a total
Napoleon’s victory at Austerlitz, and Gough Whitlam’s employment cost of $100 000 or more per employee, and
victory over Billy McMahon—and will see the fees double also, as a subcategory, the total number of employees with a
and others treble for simple cannabis offences, becausetdtal employment cost of $200 000 or more per employee for
know the member for Bright abhors people changing oall departments and agencies reporting to the minister as at
interfering with their consciousness. 30 June 20067 Between 30 June 2005 and 30 June 2006, will

MsFOX: | do; a scourge! the minister list job title and total employment cost of each

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: A scourge, as she says. She position with a total estimated cost of $100 000 or more (a)
is in the fine old Labor Methodist tradition of being againstwhich has been abolished, and (b) which has been created?
all those things. | wish to ask the Attorney about the Office of the Om-

MsFOX: No beverages here. budsman. | noted that in the explanatory notes on page 4.109

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No beverages on the in subprogram 7 there is some explanation as to matters
government’s side when it is composed of the member fohaving been sent off to the Health and Community Com-
Bright. In addition to these changes, further legislation willplaints Commissioner, and so on, but it still appears as though
be introduced to make it tougher to buy hydroponic equipthere is a very large reduction in the overall provision for the
ment, and police will soon have the authority to inspectOmbudsman’s Office, coupled with a very large increase in
known drug dealers’ premises without a search warrant. the target of work to be performed from what was actually

Mr Pederick interjecting: achieved in 2005-06. How does the Attorney envisage that

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Madam Chair, I am the Ombudsman’s Office will be able to undertake even more
enjoying the member for Hammond’s interjections, and lwork with even fewer resources?
hope the member for Heysen will not do anything to shuthim  TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: It is the same target as the
up. We have already changed the law so that people caugpievious year.
growing cannabis hydroponically will face court and court- MrsREDMOND: But it is different from the amount
style punishment. | give credit to the former member forthey actually achieved working flat out with three legal
Mawson, Robert Brokenshire, who brought this proposal tefficers.
parliament. | was not too proud to pick up a good Liberal TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: It is 67 fewer than the
Party idea, and we sent it through the other house, and maggrget actually achieved for the 2004-05 financial year. What
it law. | do not care where good law originates; if it originatesis the point?
from Robert Brokenshire, | will support it. MrsREDMOND: The point is that it is significantly

Let us remember that the laws against hoon driving wergnore than they actually managed to achieve in the previous
introduced to this house by Bob Such, the member for Fisheyear, the 2005-06 year, when they had the third legal officer
and it was a private member’s bill that the government use¢br which the Attorney has now removed funding.
as the vehicle to get that change to our law through. The new TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The target is 67 fewer than
legislation demonstrates that the Rann government hage number dealt with in the 2004-05 financial year, which
pledged to toughen the law and back our police force in thgs right in front of the member for Heysen. | do not apologise
fight against drugs on our streets. | thank the member fofor having an ambitious target and working my departments
Bright for the question. hard.

Mrs REDMOND: In my excitement at the prospect of  MrsREDMOND: With fewer resources and fewer people
being able to ask any questions at all, | neglected to clarifyo do the work, you expect them to do more work than they
with you whether the omnibus questions have been put on thgere able to achieve this year?
record. They are: _ TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: It is well known that three

1. Can the minister provide a detailed breakdown for eacky||-time equivalents were transferred to the Department of
of the forward estimate years of the specific administratiorHealth from the Ombudsman’s Office and there were 878
measures as listed in Budget Paper 3, Chapter Zealth complaints going to the Ombudsman’s Office in
‘Expenditure’, which will lead to a reduction in operating 2003-04. We think non-health items may take up the slack.
costs in the portfolio? _ _ The CHAIR: The time agreed for the examination of this

2. Will the minister provide a detailed breakdown of hayment having expired, it is time to move on and the

expenditure on consultants and contractors in 2005-06 for allttorney now becomes Minister for Multicultural Affairs.
departments and agencies reporting to the minister, listing the

name of the consultant and contractor, cost, work undertaken M ember ship:

and method of appointment? Mr Hamilton-Smith substituted for Mrs Redmond.
3. For each department or agency reporting to the

minister, how many surplus employees are there as at 30 June Additional Departmental Advisers:

2006, and for each surplus employee what is the title or Mr S. Forrest, Executive Director, Multicultural SA.
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Mr R. Lean, Manager, Community and Governmentgenerational Workshops and Cultural Celebrations Displays;
Relations, Multicultural SA. and the Vietnamese Buddhists of South Australia, $2 000 for
the Phap Hoa temple in Pennington, for a community sewing
The CHAIR: Does the minister have any opening project. | was, indeed, pleased to visit Vietnam recently and
comments? to watch women in a Hoa Hao temple in Chan Doc province
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No, I think I will leave it sewing the brown habits of Hoa Hao Buddhist devotees.
open to the opposition to ask as many probing questions as Ms SIMMONS: You have photos to prove it.

they can. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes, we do have a photo
The CHAIR: Does the member for Waite have anyto prove it. The Vietnamese Christian Community
opening comments? Incorporated, $2 500 for the women'’s intergenerational skills

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: No, Madam Chair. The first sharing project; the Viethamese Farmers Association
question deals with Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.102ncorporated, $2 500 for the Virginia Viethamese New Year
Will the minister list the grants provided in 2005-06, Festival; the Acholi Community Association, $700 for an
including the name of the organisation, the amount of granifrican drum making workshop; the Adelaide and Metropoli-
and the total quantum of grant provided, and can he inforntan Malayalee Association, $1 300 for hall hire and sound
the committee of the same information for grants planned ogquipment of the ONAM festival (and | am pleased to inform
already provided for 2006-077? the member for Waite that the Malayalee Association are

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: We cannot do the amounts people from the province of Karolan in India).
now but we will do that afterwards. They were as follows:to  The Australian Al-Thakalian Islamic Centre, $1 500 for
the African Communities Council of South Australia a computer package; the Coromandel Community Centre
Incorporated, $2 000 for the 2006 African Community Incorporated, for bus hire and promotional banners for an
Festival; the African Women'’s Federation of South AustraliaAfrican Festival at Coromandel Valley; Ethnic Broadcasters
$1 000 for the Sharing Experiences in a New Country forincorporated, for training young people from new and
African Women project; the Aldinga Community Centre emerging communities to be radio operators for community
Incorporated, $1 000 for the multicultural Christmas projectradio programs. The Filipino Settlement Coordinating
It is not like America. Here in Australia we put taxpayers’ Council of South Australia, $1 000 for the Filipino Commu-
dollars behind the celebration of Christmas; that is how muclities National Conference; the Hindu Society of South
we like Christmas. The Anzac Remembrance Appeal, $1 00Bustralia, $1 000 for a sound system; the Kilburn Blair Athol
for the Trust Fund Incorporated Anzac Youth Vigils (which Community Action Group Incorporated, $1 000 for a youth
was another worthy expenditure, enabled by the Ranawareness program.
government’s expansion of the program); the Association of Modbury Uniting Church, $870 for African Women's Day
Ukrainians in South Australia, $2 500 for the Nationalprojects; organisation of Hellene and Hellene-Cypriot
Festival of Ukrainian Arts; the Australia Sri Lanka Associa- Women of South Australia Incorporated, $500 for a bilingual
tion, $1 000 for establishing a web site for the Sri Lankancarols by candlelight; the Overseas Chinese Association
community; the Coordinating Italian Committee for (which is an outstanding organisation in my electorate, with
Carnevale in Adelaide, $20 000. | was pleased to work on thashom | have had an intimate relationship over the years; it
Calabrian Club’s stall, making calzone rustico. used to be next door to my office), $1 000 for a multicultural

Mr Pengilly interjecting: open day, Together in Collaboration. The San Giorgio

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: It was delicious—as Martire Committee, for the hire of a marquee and publicity
delicious as the zeppoli. | can commend it to the member nextosts for the 50th anniversary celebrations of the Feast of
year. The Glendi Greek Festival Incorporated, $20 000 for th&outh Australian Giorgio Martire (and, for the information
Glendi Greek Festival 2006; the Greek Orthodox Communityof the member for Finniss, that means that it marks the feast
of the Nativity of Christ, Port Adelaide, $3 000 for the 2006 of St George the Martyr, after whom the town in Benevento,
Semaphore Greek Festival (one of my favourite festivals; from which the member for Norwood hails, derives.)
have been going to it for years); the Hussainie Muslim The Tailem Bend Community Centre Incorporated, one
Association of South Australia, $1 500 for the establishmentor the member for Hammond, $1000; for the International
of its web site; the Indian Association, $3 000 for the MelaWomen’s Day Festival, Uniting Care Wesley Bowden
Indian Festival, held in Elder Park (which | commend to allincorporated, $3 000; for the Wesley Multicultural Festival,
members); the Iranian Association of South Australia, $1 00€he Vietnamese Christian Community Incorporated South
for the NOROOZ Community Festival; the Iraqi Community Australia at Pooraka, for their community family day,
Cultural Associations SA, $1 000 for workshops leading upbl 000—I think | attended that; the Viethamese Traditional
to Eid Al Adha Cultural Day; the Murraylands Filipino Music Club in South Australia, Traditional Music of Vietnam
Australian Association, $1 000 for the isolated women’sworkshops, $1 500—and | was pleased to attend that at the
computer training course; the Ogaden Community AssociaBom Kopernika Club on Grand Junction Road at Ottoway.
tion of South Australia Inc. (that is the Ogaden Desert in thé escorted the member for Bright to a Polish function there.
horn of Africa), for the learner drivers training course and the recall the Chairman of the Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs
computer literacy skills course (I note that the member folCommission, Hieu Van Le, remarking that he had heard an
Waite has been reflecting adversely on some interpreters wiadderly gentleman who was playing Viethamese music that
assist migrants with their driving endeavours). night on Saigon radio in the 1960s.

The Riverland Multicultural Forum Incorporated, $1 000 We paid the Wandana Community Centre $1 120 for
for the aged care and invalid planning project for theculturally and linguistically appropriate first day training for
Riverland; for the Taste the Limestone Coast, $1 500 for itéocal Muslim women and men and, having introduced my
festival (this is, again, a government for regional Southhooker and my lock, we paid the Woodville Rugby Club
Australia); the Ukrainian Women’s Association of South$2 500 for a multicultural festival at the Woodville Rugby
Australia Incorporated, $1 500 for the Ukrainian Inter- Club, a club that plays the game they play in heaven. So, |
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thank the member for Waite for that tough question and I MsSIMMONS: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1,
hope the necessarily long answer has covered up his deagthge 4.88. Will the Attorney-General provide further
of questions. information in relation to the grant scheme established to
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | refer to Budget Paper 4, assist community organisations to meet their land tax
Volume 1, page 4.102 again. The Premier attended abligations?
celebration with the Polish community at Polish Hill, Clare, TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Ethnic community
on Sunday 8 October, which included a church service atrganisations provide important services that include: support
which a collection from the public was taken. | am advisedprograms for the aged; advice and assistance for recently
that in his address to the Polish community on that date, tharrived migrants and refugees; activities where people can
Premier indicated that he would provide a cheque or cash tmaintain, express and share their culture and languages;
equal whatever had been raised by the community througtultural activities such as festivals, exhibitions, theatre, film,
the collection. | am sure it is a very worthwhile cause, but Imusic and dance; and educational programs for the mainte-
ask if the money will be provided from this budget line for nance and transmission of language and culture. These
which you are responsible, or does the Premier have separatervices are mostly provided by volunteers and in buildings
funding for multicultural services or grants which he uses andhat have been built and paid for through the volunteer efforts
which will be used on this occasion? Is the minister aware obf community members. If these services were not provided
the amount that has been paid to fulfil this undertaking? by ethnic community organisations, an additional financial
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Although | do, in my burden would be imposed on the state government or other
capacity as priest’s church warden, take the collection at myolunteer groups, or both. As many ethnic communities age,
own parish, | did not take the collection at the Church of Sthe demand for services is increasing. Meanwhile, the
Stanislavs Kostka at Polish Hill River that day, so | amcapacity of ethnic community organisations to raise funds to
unable to say how much was in the plate. No doubt the Polishay for items such as building maintenance and land tax is
Australian community will provide that figure to the Premier decreasing.
and the matching funds will be provided from the Premier's The South Australian Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs
community fund, a fund of which John Olsen was tremen-Commission advised the government that the spike in land
dously fond. tax bills resulting from the housing boom was adding further
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: Do you, as minister, also pressure on ethnic community organisations to meet the costs.
make such spontaneous grant approvals on the spot from thitie Land Tax Act 1936 already provides exemption from
budget line and, if so, how does this practice stand up ttand tax for organisations that use land in a manner similar
scrutiny, audit and financial guidelines, given that otherto the use of land by ethnic community organisations. To
applications for grant moneys—and you have just run throughompensate ethnic community organisations for the full cost
some of them—must go through a process of application? Isf land tax, the South Australian government has made a
there some form of taxpayer-funded funds—it is almost acontinuing provision in the budget that allows Multicultur-
slush fund really—from which the Premier or the ministeral SA to provide a grant to organisations to cover fully the
can either write or guarantee to write and approve on-the-spabst of land tax. The grant scheme allows ethnic community
grants without reference to the relevant processes and outsidgganisations to focus on the delivery of services, rather than
the probity process? Would the Auditor-General be aware ahe payment of land tax bills.
approve of such a process? This was an idea | think first raised by the Hon. Julian
The CHAIR: Minister, there were three questions in that. Stefani. It was a good idea: it is another example of how the
If you need them repeated | am sure the member would bRann government picks up good ideas from wherever it can.
happy to oblige. Isn't the Liberal Party suffering among the ethnic communi-
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The member for Waite has ties with the departure of Julian Stefani? Indeed, he attends
a record of targeting the Polish community. On this occasiomthnic functions that | attend more often than the shadow
it is a harmless collection at the Church of St Stanislavspokesman. Indeed, the member for Morialta and | have to
Kostka at Polish Hill River on the 150th anniversary of Polishlook forward to a nice function at the Slovenian Club next
settlement. Last time it was his telling parliament thatSaturday night, and | am sure it will be an outstanding
historians are not ‘fully agreed’ on the Katyn Forestoccasion. | would like to see the members for Hammond and
massacre. Finniss one day at an ethnic community function.
In my department, we have a grants committee that makes Mr PENGILLY: | was there last Wednesday, and | have
recommendations to me. Sometimes we have grant applicheen to a couple of others.
tions out of season, out of sync, and | try to deal with them MsFOX: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.88,
as best | can. The member for Waite may condemn that ashich makes reference to women'’s leadership programs in
unduly discretionary, but sometimes discretionary funding ishe metropolitan and Riverland areas. Could the minister
appropriate. | can think of many pledges made by premierprovide further information?
and ministers on the spot that had to be subsequently funded TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | can. This is a government
from appropriate places in the appropriations. | seem to recdlbr all South Australia and particularly for regional South
the then Premier Dean Brown having a particularly enjoyabléustralia, and that is why the member for the Riverland and
lunch at Football Park and making a commitment to extendhe member for Mount Gambier and part of the South-East
the grandstand there at a cost of millions of dollars but, funnare ministers in this government, this coalition government.
enough, | did not hear from the member for Waite about that-or some years, women from a diverse range of cultural and
It was never raised by him in parliament. But he quibbledinguistic backgrounds have benefited from women'’s
over a few dollars when the plate was passed around in laadership courses—indeed, the Druze community from
Polish-Catholic church. I do not know why he has such d.ebanon have availed themselves of these courses—jointly
disproportionate interest in that matter; it would indicate afunded by Multicultural SA and the Office for Women and
dearth of legitimate questions. delivered by TAFE SA. Multicultural SA, through its
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continuing regional consultative process, identified a need fax number of things. | refer to Budget Paper 4, page 4.71. |

a regional women'’s leadership course and, in particular, theotice quite an increase for the anticipated serving of

demand for such a course in the Riverland. interstate electors. Page 4.76 makes a reference to the specific
The women’s leadership course has now been completgtimbers. Only 50 were served this year, but it is anticipated

and 24 Riverland women have graduated. This is an excelletitat more than 1 000 will be served in the next year. Will the

achievement because it increases the number of women frominister explain the massive increase?

culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds who are able  The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | will refer the question to

to contribute to the leadership and development of théhe Commissioner.

Riverland. This outcome also builds the capacity of the region MsMOUSLEY: Could the honourable member repeat the

during a period when it is going through some difficult times.budget numbers, please?

After the success of the Riverland course, the next women’s MrsREDMOND: | am sorry, it is in subprogram 1.1,

leadership course is scheduled to begin soon in Adelaideperformance Indicators’. In 2005-06 there was a target of 10

Multicultural SA has also held consultations in other regionainterstate or territorial electors to be served. The result was

areas to determine the level of interest in another regionalctually 50, but the target for next year is to serve more than

course in the future. The next metropolitan women’s] 000.

leadership course is scheduled to begin early next month. MsMOUSLEY: Yes, because next year we are providing

Information about the course is being distributed widely byservices for interstate electors. We had a Queensland election

Multicultural SA in its neWSletter, fliers and through Multi- in September this year, we have Victorian elections in

cultural SA's extensive networks in ethnic and Women’SNovember this year and in March next year we have New

community organisations. South Wales elections. We assist with pre-poll in-person
Multicultural SA received more than 30 expressions Ofvo[ing at the office when people attend to vote.

interest for the course. | am glad that there is this leadership \rs REDMOND: Do we get reciprocal support for our

course for women from a non-English speaking background,gters interstate?

and | am pleased to see that Gala Mustafa from a Kurdish \sMOUSLEY: Yes, we do.

background in Iraq is running for the Mount Gambier council. 1 s REDMOND: Has that been an ongoing situation?
Young Senada Hirkic from Brko in Bosnia Herzegovina is Ms MOUSLEY: it has been an ongoing arrangemeﬁt
running for the Findon ward of the Charles Sturt Council.AISO we provide vbting for people from New Zealand who.

Certainly, | hope they will not be subjected to the vilification : : -
that Mr Tung Ngo was subjected to by the Liberal Party whe ﬁ:(lagcf;itogg in Australia at the time of the New Zealand

Ausialan local government 11 yars aGo, He 4 il here, M7 PENGILLY: Are there thousands? N
MsMOUSLEY: Not thousands; it depends on who is in

The CHAIR: The time has arrived for the conclusion of . h :
this examination. | adjourn the proposed payments fo%ﬂztcsoeticitg at that time. We make our offices available for

Administered Items for the Attorney-General’'s Department MrsREDMOND: s there a reason why the numbers are

;?672;125 ngobe;h;nﬁlgzﬁ Q(tjt\c/)i;r:eer)s/-Generals Department,so much higher with New South Wales and Victorian

electors? For instance, Tasmania and Queensland have had

elections and they do not appear in these figures.
MsMOUSLEY: We look at the estimates and the actual

figures from the last event as to how many of those electors

State Electoral Office, $2 180 000 from that state are in South Australia at that time. We do that
as a forecast estimate and what number of people we
Departmental Advisers: anticipate will approach the office for assistance for their
Ms Kay Mousley, Electoral Commissioner, State Electoraftate elections, as well as the fact that many New South
Commission. Wales and Victorian people come through to South Australia
Mr David Gurry, Deputy Electoral Commissioner, State N holidays at different times.
Electoral Commission. MrsREDMOND: | refer to the program net cost of
services summary, page 4.72, | assume that the reason for the
M ember ship: budget and actual costs for 2005-06 being so much higher
Mrs Redmond substituted for Mr Hamilton-Smith. was the state election. Could | confirm that that is the case.

Also, | refer to page 4.72, ‘Electoral Services’, which
The CHAIR: | declare the proposed payment open forindicates an estimated result for 2005-06 of $10 107 000
examination and refer members to the Budget Statement, fiown to a budget this year of $1 940 000. So the first part of
particular Appendix C, and the Portfolio Statement, Volumemy question is: | assume that that is because of the state
1, pages 4.70 to 4.85. Does the minister wish to make aglection that we have just had. So the second part of the

opening statement? guestion is: | then was wondering why it is still even so much
lower than the figure for 2004-05,
MsSIMMONS: | move: given that we do have local government elections, and yet if
That the time for the sitting of the committee be extended beyonyOU look at the 2004-05 actual, that was $2 518 000. Why is
6 p.m. it going down to $1 940 000 for this next year, given that
Motion carried. there are the local government elections and those various

elections that the office takes care of?
MrsREDMOND: This line will not involve a great many The CHAIR: Minister, do you wish to refer the question
questions. It is nice to have a straightforward area where wha® the Commissioner?
the office does is fairly obvious; however, | want to clarify = TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | do.
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MsMOUSLEY: To the best of my knowledge there is an people who are new constituents, and even with people who
additional appropriation from the Rann government’s moneysave enrolled comparatively recently a certain percentage of
which will be forwarded to the department to bring us up tothem move on swiftly, and it is pretty hard to find out where
our normal operating budget which will be around thethey have gone. | think the State Electoral Commission is
$2.18 million. only being realistic in its targets. For instance, | was letter-

Mrs REDM OND: Sorry, | missed the beginning of that. boxing recently for a street-corner meeting in my neighbour-

MsMOUSLEY: There will be a top-up appropriation of hood of Kilkenny, and | came across a house in my street
$154 000 to bring us up to our normal operating budget ofvhere there were five letters for a family, and | am aware that
around $2.18 million. that family had moved out of the neighbourhood to Mawson

MrsREDMOND: So how come that does not appear inLakes in March.
the budget papers? Mrs Redmond interjecting:

Ms MOUSLEY: Because that has been done after the TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: It would be a street-corner
budget papers were submitted. meeting where they can meet their local member of state

The CHAIR: Commissioner, the questions have to beparliament, moi.
asked to the minister. He may refer them to you. The An honourable member interjecting:

questions cannot be asked directly, Commissioner. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: We do them all the time.
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: I will refer that question to An honourable member interjecting:
the Commissioner. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: At my most recent street-

Mrs REDMOND: | am just a bit puzzled, Madam Chair. corner meetings, they got to meet not only their local
| have already mentioned previously in estimates that | angouncillor but Senator Dana Wortley, so all levels of
bewildered for a start that we have estimated results fogovernment were present in the Beverley and Allenby
2005-06 when the budget is presented four months late, b@ardens street-corner meetings. So | am conscious that it is
now to find out that the budget target in the figures is nota never-ending and impossible task to have correct enrolment
actually the budget target at all, because we already know that the high 90s in percentiles; that 90 per cent is a pretty
it will be topped up from appropriations and therefore theambitious target. People do not place a high priority, having
figure is in there, seems to make a mockery of the wholenoved house, on changing their electoral enrolment. Yes,
basis of budget estimates. they do the phone, the gas—

On page 4.74 in the performance indicators, the percent- Mrs Redmond interjecting:
age of people eligible to vote enrolled on the roll was greater TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: If the member for Heysen
than 95 per cent in its result in 2004-05, had a target slightlglid some doorknocking she would understand. So electricity,
lower of 94 per cent in 2005-06, but has had the targegas, phone, council rates; they are the kind of changes that
reduced again in 2006-07 to 90 per cent. | am curious as tpeople notify. Alas, informing the State Electoral
why that target is going down when | would have thought thatCommission of their move of house is a low priority. On top
the idea was to increase the percentage of people eligible td that, some people are deliberately not enrolled; | come
vote who are enrolled on the roll and head for 100 per cenfcross them too when | am doorknocking. | offer them an
rather than going from 95 per cent to 94 per cent to 90 peenrolment card and they say they are not interested. | would

cent. say that the town of Coober Pedy is in two halves: those on
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | will refer that questionto  the electoral roll and those who are purposefully not on the
the Commissioner. electoral roll.

MsMOUSLEY: We have a slight decline there from 95  Mr PENGILLY: On that last budget line, can the
per cent in 2004-05 to what we perceive to be about 90 peaninister give any indication as to what number of nomina-
centin 2006-07. Because of the program for the continuousons were refused on the grounds that people were not
roll updates that are constantly undertaken between ourselvAsistralian citizens, during the recent nominations for local
and the Australian Electoral Commission as part of our joingovernment elections? | had one case; that is why | ask.
roll arrangements or agreements, we are finding that a lot of The CHAIR: That was not a supplementary; that was a
the letters that we are sending out to people who we find aneew question.
at particular addresses are not coming back with as much Mr PENGILLY: Well, | was having a go.
relevant and useful information as may be possible. So atthe The CHAIR: It is a very new question but we are
moment there is a review under consideration as to: is thprepared to allow you to have a question.
current programming working, how efficient and effectiveis  Mr PENGILLY: It was a long bow.
that program, and if there are problems how might we be able The CHAIR: It was not a bow. Minister.
to introduce some new measures to capture the people? We The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | will refer the question to
are finding that initially when that program started a numbethe Electoral Commissioner, but just in my own area of
of years ago there was a very good solid response of peopgharles Sturt, | am aware of people who are not enrolled on
enrolling and updating their information, but we have foundthe electoral roll but are enrolled on the supplementary roll
that over the years, people, when they are getting letters ias ratepayers, whether they are landlords or pay rates for their
their letterbox, are obviously putting them in the bin orown home or have a business in the area. In each ward in
disregarding them totally. So we are aware there has beenGharles Sturt, you are looking at 800 to 1 000 voters in that
slight decline. We are trying to get out there and be proactiveategory.
and promote enrolment activity, etc., and council elections My recollection—and | stand to be corrected on this—is
are one exercise where we try and get out there and promotieat during the Bannon government when local government
the fact that there is an election: get your name on the rollwas democratised and everyone on the House of Assembly

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: If  may add to that: | have roll was entitled to vote for local government in accordance
doorknocked continuously over 16 years as an MP, with avith Labor Party policy, a clause was put in the bill that said
special emphasis on delivering personally addressed mail that, if a person were not an Australian citizen and therefore
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not entitled to be on the House of Assembly roll, they wouldreturning officers and be on standby should problems arise;

be entitled to be on the supplementary roll if they registerededesigning various forms, booklets and training manuals,

as a ratepayer. So | wonder if the case, with the member fancluding home workbooks, declaration envelopes and

Finniss’ information, is a non-citizen who would be eligible employment booklets for staff; using triangular-shaped

if he or she were enrolled on the supplementary roll but digoencils on tabletop voting screens to help the elderly and frail

not so enrol. mark their ballot papers—and I think it would be a sad day
The CHAIR: The commissioner, Ms Mousley. if pencils were no longer the way we exercise our franchise
MsMOUSLEY: There were very few nominations in Australia.

rejected, if any, on the grounds of not being an Australian  The initiatives also included using coloured striping on
citizen, because, as the minister has rightly pointed out, oting screens and ballot boxes to help the visually impaired,
they are eligible as a ratepayer or a landowner or a bodys well as using covered labels to identify different ballot
corporate or group within the council area, they are able tgoxes in polling booths; using one-piece voting screens and
enrol under those conditions. There was the odd instanggaliot boxes in polling booths, direct delivery of cardboard
where we found—in filling out the nomination form—that equipment to polling booths, and picking up all cardboard
people were not sure of their eligibility as to whether theyequipment from metropolitan polling booths; using queuing
were an Australian citizen or not. Ouroffic_r_e has gone to quiteequipment in about 240 polling booths; using 180 laptop
extensive trouble to even arrange for a citizenship ceremorgomputers in polling booths to determine electors’ voting
for one person in particular to take place before nominationgntitlements, compared with 134 laptops at the previous
closed. _ election; and, finally, the last but not least initiative of the
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: I would add that if Andrew  State Electoral Office during the March state elections was
Robb, the parliamentary secretary for immigration in thexo project the results at the tally room onto a screen.
Howard government, gets his way there will be a lot more \, .« BEDMOND: | refer to page 4.74. | am still on the
people who will have their nominations refused because it 1o of the numbér of people eligi.ble. to vote who are

erI]I take f_ct)ur ortflvke yealrstto becomeTe;]n ?ustrahan C'Eze?'enrolled on the roll. | would like explore an issue that you
whereas It now takes only two years. 1he former memberiof, ,cheq on, Attorney, in relation to the issue of who is

Hartlley would be outraged by th.e notion ofa non-citizeéng olied and how they are enrolled. | have had a letter from
running for local government, relying on his contributions 0,6 memper for Flinders in relation to a matter about which
th'sl chgnt"nbert?;]/etr me 12 years he was E‘A\eret' lian citizenShe had written to the Electoral Commissioner to which she
' point out that there aré many non-Australian ciizens, 54 5 response which did not seem to entirely address the
voting and eligible to run for local government and par“a'problem. She claimed that many people come to her office to

ment because they come in under the old clause which allow, i |ain after the election that they had been taken off the
British subjects to be enrolled on the House of Assembly an Il. Apparently, staff in booths spent a considerable time—

Legislative Council roll without taking Australian citizenship. : : : ;

. running at some hours—checking particulars and re-enrollin
Indeed, the Liberal Party protested long and loud whe eoplegwho had not moved gp 9
British subjects were put in the same position as all othe The difficulty appears tc; arise from the way in which

non-citizens and required to be citizens before they could . . .
d y onstituents are recorded on the roll in South Australia.

\S/gtrsélstmgkggﬁte%?@fge occurred about 1984, if my memor)FConstituents give (I think) both their physical and postal

Ms FOX: Minister, at the risk of going down a path that addresses, or they are invited to do so, but, when letters are

you may have previously covered, | refer to Budget Paper43,em to resident.ial add_resses, they_ are returned to sender,
Volume 1, page 4.72, Electoral Services. Can you pleas sually marked ‘insufficient address’ in a lot of country areas.
advise me which new initiatives were carried out by the Stat d?‘?s not matterfhop]/v rr:(any tlrrr]]e?hyoutrr]esend sugn z;lhletter,
Electoral Commission at the March 2006 general election? '@t IS N0 way or checking whether they are Sull there,
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | can tell you that 48 because those p_epple are still living at that address, but their
elections were conducted successfully for the state electidfPSte! address, if itis not used, creates a problem. Has any

held on 18 March, which was the first conducted under fixe@Ction been taken to address that particular problem of
terms: an innovation we owe the member for Mitchell. I:Orty_electors whose residential and postal addresses are quite

eight returning officers (47 for the House of Assembly an ifferent, but if the State Electoral Office is not sending out

one for the Legislative Council) were appointed to undertakdings t0 just the postal address, people are getting knocked
the conduct of elections, together with a number of suppor? the roll who should notbe.
staff, including one deputy returning officer, two reserve  TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | will refer that matter to
returning officers and three returning officer liaison workers the Commissioner.
By and large | am satisfied with my local returning officer, MsMOUSLEY: There are a number of instances where
although it is the fourth election in a row where he hasmaterial is mailed out to electors, and, usually, in the first
deprived me of the donkey vote, which, of course, would benstance, it is mailed to their postal address. If we find that
my due under the old system of alphabetical order. the mail is returned to us undelivered, we then look at their
The state government adopted initiatives for the 18 Marchesidential address to see if we can determine whether that
election. These included inspecting polling booths eighmight be the better address at which you might be able to
months before the election, and completing a polling bootltatch them. Often, if people are moving, they are not
safety hazard checklist for each venue; issuing pre-poll votespdating their postal address, but they might have a higher
from the offices of 10 returning officers and three othertendency to update their residential address. All measures are
officers, coordinated by returning office liaison officers; taken to try to capture those people on the roll by one means
hiring three liaison officers to provide support and assistancer another before we take further action. We also have rather
to returning officers and State Electoral Commission staffjong consultations with councils at times to make sure that we
hiring two spare returning officers to understudy currenthave the correct information for people’s enrolled addresses.
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Mrs REDM OND: The second issue, again raised by thecorporate services in the Courts Administration Authority,
member for Flinders, is that she had been told that in Poiihcluding the total current cost of the provision of payroll,
Adelaide 3 000 votes were obtained by letter dropping postdinance, human resources, procurement, records management
vote applications, then checking which ones were noand information technology services, also including the full-
removed from the mailbox, and mailing those off to obtaintime staff equivalents involved? Also, what particular issues,

a postal vote on behalf of someone who had not received ifrom the Courts Administration Authority’s viewpoint, need
She says that, although it may sound implausible, sh& be resolved with the proposed centralised shared services
suspects that can be done, and so do I. Is any action beinmit for that to be effective? Am | right in assuming that that

taken to address that sort of problem? should be taken on notice?
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | will refer that question to TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: You are.
the Commissioner. Mrs REDM OND: Referring to Budget Paper 4, Volume

MsMOUSLEY: If people are applying for a postal vote 1, page 4.47, which is the Objectives of the Courts Adminis-
at the time that their application is made, they are required ttration Authority, there are a couple of the dot points at the
sign the form. We then do internal processes and, in prepargsp of the page | want to refer to. They are:
tion for voting material to go out there, we include a declara-  improve court facilities and other aspects of dealing with the
tion envelope which requires certain information to be courts; and
provided by the elector when they are returning the ballot foster an environment and a management framework wherein
material through the mail to us. When that material is judicial officers, staff and voluntee(s can contribute to improved
returned to the office, it has captured the elector’s signature performance of the courts system;
again when they are returning their material. When thatf that is the stated objective, why has the Attorney been so
material is received in the office, as part of the preliminarydetermined that, in spite of clear statements about the need
scrutiny process, we then go through and do a signature cheff major upgrades, especially in the Supreme Court build-
to ensure that the signature on the application matches th#@gs, he will not proceed with any?

on the declaration envelope. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Itis a question of priorities.
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | will refer the questionto ~ This is a court-building government. Since we have come to
the Electoral Commissioner. office we have built courts in Port Pirie (opened), Port

Ms MOUSLEY: A good portion of the high amount of Lincoln (about to open), Victor Harbor (open, about to have
sale of goods and services in the budget year 2006-07, sorfié ceremonial opening) and Berri (open). We have appointed
$3.5 million-odd, will be for revenue from the conduct of the two resident magistrates to Port Augusta, where there is
council elections this year and the remainder will be from thedoing to be something like a $12.5 million court opened, |
roll products that we receive ready in from other agenciehink next year.
requiring information, and at this time also from the sale of This government places a very high priority on courts.
MPs’ roll data and for the joint roll services that we provide Thatis why we have had built for us brand new state-of-the-
to councils. A good proportion of that is for council elections.art courts in country areas. The member for Heysen can only

The CHAIR: The time agreed for examination of this line ask the question she does by entirely overlooking all that
having expired, | declare consideration of the proposegonstruction outside metropolitan Adelaide. So, the point of
payment completed. We will now move to the Courtsview thatthe member for Heysen brings is a city-centric point
Administration Authority. of view. | think we could do with some extra criminal courts,
and the government is looking at ways in which to eke out
another criminal court in the Sir Samuel Way building, or
even to build up to four courts on the land abutting Wright

Street.

Courts Administration Authority, $74 464 000 However, on the question of a full-blown $100 million
plus Supreme Court redevelopment, we do not currently think
Departmental Advisers: that is a priority, alongside the other things we have to do.

Mr G. Thompson, State Courts Administrator, CourtsMerited though it may be, it will not be happening in this
Administration Authority. budget. If something happens in the next budget, it will be
The Hon. J.J. Doyle, Chief Justice. more modest. | take it from the question that we can add a
Mr T. O’Rourke, Director, Corporate Services, Courts$100 million-plus Supreme Court redevelopment to the list
Administration Authority. of Liberal Party election promises, which need to be funded

by South Australian taxpayers—and this at a time when the
The CHAIR: | declare the proposed payment open forstate is gripped by drought and will have a diminution in its
examination and refer members to the Budget Statement, f@venues of many millions of dollars. | do not think that is a

particular Appendix C and the Portfolio Statement, Volumeresponsible expenditure.
1, pages 4.46 to 4.69. Does the Attorney wish to make an MrsREDMOND: Just to make it very clear for the

opening statement? Attorney’s benefit, | am very much in favour of all those
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No. regional courts. | have no difficulty at all with their establish-
TheCHAIR: Does the member for Heysen wish to makement.

an opening statement? . TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: You never talk about them.
Mrs REDMOND: No, Madam Chair. Mrs REDMOND: However, last year the Chief Justice
The CHAIR: Please proceed to questions, then. referred to three to four people having to share an office, and

Mrs REDMOND: | have one question that | expect will jn estimates last year the Attorney said:

be taken on notice but | will get that out of the way first. I \\. are about the occupational health and safety of public

refer to the proposed shared_services reforms across govedinployees, and we are happy to meet with them, listen to what they
ment. What are the base line costs for the provision ohave to say and respond.
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Surely those two statements are indicators that there is a MsFOX: Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.47 refers to
crying need for adjustment of the facilities available to thosehe development of the Port Augusta courts facility. Attorney-
who work in and around the Supreme Court. Yet the AttorneyGeneral, can you please advise which stage of construction
seems quite insistent that no real money be spent on refuthis project has reached?
bishment or on building a new complex appropriate to house TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Since cabinet funding
the Supreme Court. approval of $12.59 million on 5 December last year, con-
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Although no specific struction of the Port Augusta court has proceeded. The
additional funding was provided for building maintenance indevelopment will provide for a three-courtroom building that
the 2006-07 budget, the Courts Administration AuthorityProvides rooms for associated agencies within the building,
received an additional $1.4 million for operating costs, which@ registry and mediation rooms, points of entry security, open
could be allocated towards building maintenance costs. Thelan for internal waiting spaces, and sheltered external
authority’s building maintenance and minor works budgetvaiting areas.
covers all court facilities through the CBD metropolitanand ~ One of the things that delayed the construction of the Port
regional areas. The current approved budget iéugusta courtwas locallobbying about the site. We wanted
$1.696 million, comprising $1.17 million in building to build it near the town square where the existing courts are.
maintenance, payable to DAIS, and about $500 000 in repairEhere was very strong lobbying from her worship, the Mayor
and maintenance for building minor works. of Port Augusta, Joy Baluch. She is a formidable mayor and
An independent review of courts building maintenanceS°Meone whose point of view must be taken into account. We

requirements was done a few years ago, indicating th4onsulted and decided to build the court a little further out of
additional expenditure was required to maintain buildingtOW”- Itis a contemporary court. It will make clear statements

assets. As part of the 2004-05 budget, one-off funding ofibout the accessibility, accountability and transparency of the

$300 000 was provided for minor works for the Supremdudicial process. | understand that the successful tenderer,
Court, and continuing funding of $250 000 for generalCandetti Constructions, started construction on 9 January, and

building maintenance. it is expected to be completed on 9 February 2007. We

i certainly hope that the project will meet its budget.
Ms SIMMONS. Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.47, As you know, the government reversed an earlier policy
refers to the improvements made to the Supreme Court th } the Liberal government under Trevor Griffin, Chief
the Attorney has talked about and, in patrticular, to the close '

circuit television facilities. Can the Attorney advise whether agistrate Jim Crammond and Chief Justice King, about
this matter has been com. leted since the rglease of the La: ytresident magistrates. Resident magistrates were abolished as
report in 20037 P dMe of the first acts of the incoming Liberal government from

) 1993. This government and the governing party, when we
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Layton report into \yere in opposition, took the view that we ought to restore
child protection, commissioned just after the Rann governzegigent magistrates. We have done that. We have a resident
ment was installed, made 206 recommendations rangingagistrate at Mount Gambier, Garry Haskey; we have a

across health, welfare, education and justice agencies agkijent magistrate in Berri, Peter Snopek, whose family were
departments. Of this, 24 were about the Children’s PmteCt'OBriginally from Monash in the Riverland: and we have two

Act 1993. As a result of the recommendations, a vulnerabl agistrates at Port Augusta.

witness facility has been established and made available N is the time for me to pay tribute to Magistrate Fred

within the Supreme Court precinct. The facility will enable ie|q who did such an outstanding and pioneering job in
evidence to be taken via closed circuit television. The facility, unteering to go to Port Augusta and staying for longer than

as per the recommendations, has been soundproofed aid expected. He has done an outstanding job and | thank him
fitted with video equipment that is linked to the Supremesy; his stalwart service in Port Augusta.

Court. The use of clos_ed circuit televisi_on promotes a safe \MrsREDMOND: | endorse the comments of the
and comfortable environment for child witnesses, theayomey in relation to Magistrate Fred Field. Can we just
judiciary and legal professionals working with child witness- et to that question of electronic transcripts, which has
es. | can report that the project was completed last year, arfben raised in a dorothy dixer already? When reading about
is fully operational. electronic transcripts, improvements in efficiency and costs
MsSIMMONS: Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.47, are referred to. | wonder whether that efficiency and cost
refers to the implementation of electronic transcripts in thesaving is just for the benefit of the Courts Administration
Court of Criminal Appeal. Can the Attorney please adviseauthority, or will there be cost savings in terms of access to
why this method has been adopted? transcripts for participants? | was involved in more than one
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: With a view to further trial over the years where my clients were simply unable to
improving the criminal justice system, the government hasfford the cost of the transcript, which was always running
introduced the use of electronic transcripts in the Court ot an extraordinarily high rate compared to the cost of
Criminal Appeal. The provision of transcripts through photocopying, and so on. Could you first of all indicate
electronic means is expected to be more cost effective iwhether there is a benefit to participants in the court process,
improving courtroom and administrative staff efficiency. Theparties in particular, in accessing transcripts through this
initiative will enable quick and efficient searches of tran-electronic transcript system?
script, resulting in an overall decrease in time required for TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: I will handball this one to
hearing. This will ultimately lead, we hope, to a decrease inthe Chief Justice who has an opinion about the matter.
production costs in the Court of Criminal Appeal. Both the  Chief Justice DOYLE: Trial transcript is unaffected by
court and the parties to a case will benefit most from thesthis proposal; it relates only to appeals. So, if you are in a
improvements owing to the efficiency gains expected. kcriminal trial and want the transcript, you will still have to
understand that this initiative became available in the Couppay the same fee, unless you get it for free through legal aid.
of Criminal Appeal in July this year. Other than that, you have to pay the fee. | am not sure what
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it is—about several dollars a page. The reason it is muclvhether there is any prospect of getting any accommaodation
more than the cost of photocopying is because of the cost &br the Supreme Court, at least temporarily, in the brand new
employing the reporters and all the staff. If you charged jusFederal Court building.

the photocopying cost you would never recoup the cost of TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: No; we have given up on
recording. This particular item refers to the Court of Criminalthat.

Appeal, so it is only for appeals. The court prepares the \;rsREDMOND: | refer to subprogram 1.1 on page 4.50.
appeal books for appeals and provides them to the parties frggant some explanations about some of the figures. First, the
of charge. o _ _ Court of Criminal Appeal with a target for this year for 160

Ifyou are in a criminal appeal, you will get transcript and matters has an estimated result of 113, which is significantly
awhole appeal book free of charge. There is not a saving te|ow the target. Given that 160 was achieved in the previous
the parties only becal_Jse we have always borne the cost. Thei_fgar, | was wondering whether there was some special
should be some saving to the state, because what we finddgyjanation for that lower result in 2005-06 and also why the
that when we ask the parties what material they want in th?arget is again lower for 2006-07.

appeal book, itis much easier for them to say, ‘Puteverything g 0 .3, ATKINSON: | will refer that question to
in’, because it saves them time thinking about it. We flnlstghe Chief Justice

up copying hundreds of pages of transcript from the trial, an Chief Justice DOYLE: The short answer is that for us

then on the appeal it is rather frustrating that you find thaEhese targets are almost meaningless, because basically we

you might be referred only to four or five pages. At least X
doing it electronically, while it is not cost free, we are hear the cases that come along. It is not t.he sort of target
! ’ here we can say that we will aim, as it were, to get

avoiding some wastage and we are saving some staff ti . . . .
g g g 160 appeals in. The target is nothing more than an estimate

that would go into the photocopying. | am not sure that, in al&’f what is going to happen. As it happened, as far as | am
honesty, you could precisely quantify the savings. We coul aware, the explanation for this year is that there were fewer

robably quantify them roughly, but intuitively it does not
Pnake s}ér?se to%hotocopyglitgrally hundred>sl of pages ppeals. We have found that, over the years, they go up and
wn for no apparent reason. | would be pleased if this turns

gvidence for pe(haps five or six appeals each month and th t to be a long-term trend, but my information suggests that
find that, as | said, we are referred to 10 or 20 pages along tifﬂf’ 9 ' y 99 '

way or most years, the number of appeals will be around
MrsREDMOND: | take it, through the Attorney, that 150-odd—sometimes a little more, sometimes less.

what happens now is that the parties to the criminal process Whatwe tend to find is that, if there is less demand in that
will get a disk rather than a hard copy. area, then we can get on with other work faster. In a way, if

Chief Justice DOYLE: Yes. you look at judges as units of production, we move them
MrsREDMOND: Is there any prospect of that sort of wher_e thg need is. If there_is more r!e_ed incrime (becay_se we
technology in the future—and | know not in this year's 9ive it priority), you may flnd'that. civil appeals are waiting
budget? Are we looking at moving to that sort of technologyj_onger- If there |s_Ies_s _need in crime, we are able to get the
for other transcript to make it more accessible for people dt/dgments done in civil appeals more quickly.
large in other parts of the court system? Mrs REDMOND: On that same series of performance
Chief Justice DOY L E: My understanding is that, in most indicators on page 4.50, there is a continuing pattern under
areas, you can get a disk now, it is just that we will chargéhe second half of that column; thatis, in the Supreme Court,
you the same rate as we would for the paper. If a diskiot including appeals, an indicator states that no more than
contains 200 pages of evidence, we charge you the equivaleH® per cent of lodgements pending completion are to be more
of 200 pages of evidence because the cost to us is the santfgan 12 months old. On that line, we see that in 2004-05 there
While it is possible that it will spread to other areas, unlesgvas an actual result of 22 per cent, then the target for the next
there was a change by the government in terms of cost ofear was setat 10 per cent, but 25 per cent was achieved. The
recoupment, the charge would remain the same and so tit@fget again for this year is 10 per cent. Further down we have
cost problem for the litigant would remain the same. Thethe District Court showing the same sort of pattern, the actual
other thing that we have to bear in mind is that people whdeing 26 per cent; target for 2005-06, 10 per cent; actual
are not computer literate or people who do not have comachieved, 26 per cent; target, 10 per cent. Lastly, and
puters still want the hard copy; and so for a long time we willprobably more startlingly in the Magistrates Court: 2004-05
have to run both systems in parallel. It is not a situation wheréesult, 43 per cent; again the target, 10 per cent; estimated
we can say that we will make a clean cut and abandon har@sult for this year, 32 per cent; and the target again for next
copy and go electronic. We might make more savings if wevear, 10 per cent. There seems to be a consistency about not
did it that way, but access to justice issues indicate that, fdtist the targets being at 10 per cent but the fact that, in all
a long time, we will have to continue to run a dual systemgcases, at the very least there is a result of over 20 per cent—
which comes at a cost. and in the Supreme Court it is trending upwards, rather than
MrsREDMOND: | return to this issue of accommodation downwards. | just wonder what explanation there is for that
for the Supreme Court. We are all aware of the fact that thénd whether it is a matter of resourcing.
new Federal Court building has opened. | discussed the issue TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Before | ask the Chief
with the federal Attorney-General on the basis that, after thdustice to respond to that, | point out that the timing of cases
Supreme Court being very gracious hosts to our federas often in the hands of the lawyers themselves, and either one
colleagues when they came to town over 100 years ago, @r both of the lawyers engaged in the case do not give the
seemed to me appropriate that they might extend the courtesgse a high priority or they see some advantage in not
back and supply some accommaodation. The federal Attorneyrogressing the case to trial. The court—and by extension the
General indicated that it was really a matter for the justicegovernment—can hardly be responsible for the conduct of
to decide, rather than for yourself as Attorney-General, hintawyers. | shall ask the Chief Justice whether he wishes to say
or me. | wonder whether any discussions have been had, anything.
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Chief Justice DOYLE: | could talk for about an hour on Itis not good. People should not have to wait two to three
this one, but | will not. years to get into court to tell their story—neither witnesses,
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Feel free. nor victims, nor the accused. So, the quality of justice does
The CHAIR: There are 43 minutes left. suffer. Realistically, there will always be cases that cannot

Chief Justice DOYLE: The figures used are national meet that benchmark. If you take a case like the so-called
figures. They are arbitrary. In other words, there is no sciencBnowtown case—Bunting and Wagner—no way would that
that says that, in theory, not more than 10 per cent of youcase ever be heard in a year, particularly in the Supreme
lodgements should be more than 12 months old. It is no€ourt. There is always going to be a handful of cases you will
scientific: itis an arbitrarily selected figure. | think everyonejust never get through in a year—perhaps not even two years.
accepts that it is a reasonable figure, and there is some valtiowever, the fact remains that the performance needs to
in having a uniform national benchmark. The trends to whichmprove but, if you said to me, ‘Have you analysed exactly
the honourable member refers are concerning us because fesv to turn it around?’, the answer is that we cannot because
she has observed, an increasing number of cases are excetigire are so many factors bearing on it. However, what we are
ing the benchmark. This is part of the general problem we artying to do is make a difference, but it will take time. That
having with getting criminal trials on as promptly as we is the short version.
would like, and so the focus here is criminal trials. Mrs REDMOND: Can | perhaps get a bit more clarifica-

That problem is caused by many factors. Lodgements haw@n on the short version. First of all, | refer to the Attorney’s
increased over about the past five years. Some figurescbomment that the timing of cases is often in the hands of
looked at show that in 1999 the lodgements for the Districtawyers themselves. | did not work much in the criminal
and Supreme courts combined were 1 322 and, by 2005, th@yrisdiction, but my understanding is that these days you have
were up to 1964—a 600 lodgement increase. Not alintroduced case flow managementinto the criminal jurisdic-
lodgements are trials, but this is indicative of the problemtion, not just the civil jurisdiction. So, | wonder to what
The worrying figure is that the number of cases outstandingxtent that is in the hands of lawyers. However, more
at the end of the year had increased from 90 in 1999 to 29@nportantly, you mentioned those delays in police, forensic
in 2005. That reflects that every year another 10 to 15 casesience, DPP and defence lawyers (and | have put a question
cannot get heard. Itis partly due to lodgements, but then alsmark about the availability of judges), and you said in your
length of cases. The average length of a case has increasedponse, Chief, that the number of judges is a factor. Can
a little. you indicate how many judges more we might need in order

The figure is only, say, from about 5% days to 6% days @0 deal with the problem?
case across the whole system. However, you can add one day The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | will refer that question to
to every case you hear in a given year. In 2005 it was 38&e Chief Justice.
cases, so it is 388 sitting days. It is the number of cases and Chief Justice DOY L E: We have case flow management,
the length of cases. The big thing we are trying to work on idut it is not very intensive. The same national statistics to
time taken to prepare the cases to which the Attornewhich | referred have an index, which is the number of
referred. With respect to criminal cases, we believe that thattendances by the parties before the case comes on for
police are taking longer than they should to get them readyearing, and the general theory behind it is that the numbers
there are delays (that there should not be) with forensishould be as low as possible. There is a view on case flow
science, there are then delays with the DPP and then there aranagement that, really, all you are doing is bringing the
delays with the defence lawyers. lawyers up to court and incurring further costs and that, if you

Perhaps | should not use the word ‘delay’, because thatist set a deadline and told them to get the case ready, that
has a pejorative sense. When one looks at it, one can see thaiuld be a more efficient way of doing it. | think most people
itis all taking too long. We think it should be able to be donethink that a bit of case flow management is a good idea but
faster, because we do not like setting a trial date until weoo much becomes counterproductive. We do do it; it is not
know the case is ready. If we set a trial date before it is readintensive, but I think it helps.
then what you find is that you run into problems with  The number of judges is very difficult. We are pretty tight
bringing it on. Delay in preparation is another factor. Thefor courtrooms—in fact, very tight in the Sir Samuel Way
number of courtrooms we have is a factor, although it is veryuilding, where all the criminal cases are heard. We have
difficult to pin down scientifically exactly how many courts talked to the Attorney about the possibility of appointing an
you need. additional judge ahead of a pending retirement, so that for a

Obviously, if we had 10 more courts it would be much period of time there might be one or two extra judges. At our
easier, but you could not use them efficiently. We believe thatequest, for the moment, really, we have deferred that,
another three or four criminal courts would help, but thatbecause the last thing we want to do is have that happen and
comes at a cost. The number of judges is a factor, which ithen find that the judge is twiddling his or her thumbs for
closely linked to the number of courts. There is no point inmuch of the time. | think the Chief Judge’s view was that he
having five more judges if you do not have two or three morecould not be satisfied at this stage, when you look at court-
courtrooms for them to sit in. Other participants in theroom numbers and one other factor | will refer to in a minute,
process will have their views about our methods of listing andhat if we got an extra one or two on that basis we would be
how efficient they are. They will probably criticise our able to use them completely productively. So, in effect, we
methods of listing. have invited the Attorney not to pursue that just for the

All those factors are in the mix, but the bottom line is thatmoment.
the position has deteriorated over a number of years. We are The factor | said | would come to is the DPP. If the DPP
trying to turn it around, but the telling figure is the outstand-is unable to get extra trials prepared, there is just no point in
ing number of cases going from 90 to 299, and it is justus having even extra courtrooms and extra judges there. | do
reflecting the fact that each year there are just a few moreot single out the DPP, because the size of the defence bar is
cases we cannot get to, and so the backlog is building up. also relevant—there have to be defence lawyers available to
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do the cases. The DPP has indicated to us that he would firdbuble that, and the target is more than treble that figure. | am
it difficult—I think he would say impossible—to increase the just curious as to why it is going up so rapidly.
number of cases he gets ready within a given period of time. Mr O’'ROURKE: The reason for it is the implementation
That is something that you might say is an ongoing dialoguef the red light cameras. At the start there were problems with
between us and the DPP—and | think between the Attorneynplementing the red light cameras, so we could not estimate
and the DPP. However, there is no point having extra judgeaccurately at the start of the financial year. As the year
unless the cases are there to hear. progressed more cameras were implemented and more fees
The short answer is that | think some gains might be madevere received through the actions coming out of the red light
if we had a couple of extra judges for a period of time—cameras. In 2006-07 there is a revised estimate up for an
perhaps for a year or two—but we have to have the courtincrease in the number of cameras.
rooms and we have to have the assurance that the cases willMrs REDMOND: On subprogram 1.2, the specialist
be there to be heard and ready to go. | think that, when weourts: | had a couple of questions there. First, on the
can be confident of that, we will invite the Attorney then to performance indicator referring to the Drug Court at the top
look at it on that basis. of the table: the number of offenders accepted into the
Mrs REDMOND: Just before leaving that page, | want program—and there is an explanation by way of a footnote
to refer to a couple of things on the summary incomesaying, ‘Indicator description updated to better reflect the
statement on page 449. First, could you explain why there iprocess’—I was still puzzled as to why, with 91 people
a decrease in the employee benefits and costs from thieferred this year, there was only likely to be 75 people
estimated result this year of $37 928 000 to $37 594 000 nexeferred in the coming year onto the Drug Court program.
year? Where is that saving going to come from, or that TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Drug Court is not a
decrease? soft option.
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: TVSPs. Mrs REDMOND: | did not suggest that it was.
MrsREDMOND: Could the Attorney explain wherethey = TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | am glad you are not
are targeted, if at all, seeing that they are targeted voluntaiguggesting that. Some people are deterred from subjecting

separation packages? themselves to the rigours of the program designed for them
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: I will ask Trevor O'Rourke by the Drug Court; they are content to go back into the
to respond. mainstream court system. The Chief Justice would like to

Mr O’'ROURKE: They were from the redeployment amplify on the answer.
section. We have 11 redeployees, or transition employees, Chief Justice DOYLE: | would like to make the point

and they were offered, under the TVSP scheme— that, again, target is a bit of a misnomer. It implies that we are
The CHAIR: Mr O’Rourke, could you move your outto getthat number of people when itis really an estimate
microphone a little closer, please. based, | suppose, on the capacity of our staff and associated

Mr O’ROURKE: They were under the TVSP scheme. services to meet the needs of the people and the number of
We had 11 redeployees and they were offered TVSPs; sigeople who come into the system. If, in a given year, there
redeployees took up the offer and left the Courts Administraare a few more arrests than expected you would probably find
tion Authority before 30 June, and the budget has beethat there would be a few more people eligible for the
adjusted accordingly. program, and if you can squeeze them in you will. These

MrsREDMOND: Were those 11 people the sort of targets will always be fairly loose and, from the information
people who were sitting aside in aroom somewhere withouthave, all | can say is that it is not suggested there is anything
actual duties to perform because they were redeployees? out of the ordinary in the past year; | think it is just a matter

The CHAIR: Attorney, if you ask Mr O’Rourke to of there being a few more people who indicated that they
respond, could you ask him to respond a little louder, pleasavould like to go into the program, and the view was taken

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes. Mr O’'Rourke, please that they could be accommodated.
respond. Mrs REDMOND: A couple of lines lower down there is

Mr O’'ROURKE: Yes; the majority of them were doing another reference to the Drug Court and it particularly caught
special projects in various divisions of the Courts Administraimy eye. It is the percentage of the participants completing the
tion Authority. program, and the target and estimated result are both at 40 per

MrsREDMOND: On that same summary income cent. Why is that target so low? | appreciate that people who
statement: on the fees, fines and penalties, the budget for thiave drug addiction problems are fairly difficult to manage
year was $165 000, an estimated result in excess of doubie many ways but even so that seems extraordinarily low,
that, and then an almost trebling of that figure for the targegiiven that these people are in a criminal court system and are,
for next year. Can the Attorney explain why that is going uppresumably, potentially avoiding other consequences by

at such a rate? participating in it. | guess the question is in three parts: why
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: I might ask Mr O’Rourke is it such a low percentage, what happens to the 60 per cent

if he would like to answer that question. who do not successfully complete the program, and is there
Mr O'ROURKE: Part of that is related to the road safety any information on what has subsequently happened to the

program. people who did successfully complete the program? Are there

MrsREDMOND: That was another question | had recidivist indicators or is there any documentation regarding
anyway, so perhaps | could get an explanation about how th#tte outcomes?

impacts— TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: The Drug Court has
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Mr O’'Rourke? operated in the Adelaide Magistrates Court since May 2000.
Mr O’'ROURKE: The question is what? The government funds the Drug Court recurrently with a

MrsREDMOND: When you look at that line for fees, budget of about $1.7 million a year across four departments.
fines and penalties, you see that last year’s budget was fove took a decision soon after coming to government to
$165 000 on income; what was achieved was more tharedirect funding to keep the Drug Court alive, because money
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had not been allocated for it. The Drug Court has been MrsREDMOND: | thank the Attorney again. | cannot get
evaluated by the Office of Crime Statistics, and that evaluever his generosity today. The Attorney has, though, satisfied
ation has found that people who complete the program reducee. | just wanted to make sure that those people who do not
the frequency and the severity of their offending. The Drugcomplete the program actually fall back into the ordinary
Court program targets serious and recidivist drug-dependesystem and do not just escape via that route.

offenders who, on the basis of the charges being faced, are The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: They go for sentencing
likely to face a term of imprisonment. Successful rehabilita-anyway. If they could just avoid their obligations and then
tion, evinced by evaluation, is an important achievement invalk away without penalty, what incentive would there be to
reducing crime and further cost to the system. be in the drug court?

As at 15 August, 126 people have completed the Drug Mr HANNA: Of the many topics | would like to address,
Court program, and the overall completion rate is 28 petwould like to choose one which relates to alternative dispute
cent—higher than most other Australian drug courts. On theesolution services. | refer to page 4.54. The question relates
basis of learning through the program’s operation ando trials of restorative justice processes, which, | believe, have
evaluation, the completion rate is increasing. The Drug Courtaken place in the Magistrates Court and also the District
has never reached its original anticipated level of AboriginaCourt, to a limited extent. | wonder whether the Attorney-
participation, which was 25 per cent. The program hasseneral, or perhaps the Chief Justice, will comment on the
increased its participation slightly over the past two years tguccess of those trials and whether there is any funding in the
about 10 per cent of all participants, and this is comparablgipeline for continuance of such procedures?
with interstate drug court programs. TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Experimenting with

The completion rates over the past three years have beesstorative justice in the criminal jurisdiction has been a
38 per cent, 40 per cent and 40 per cent, and | think that tha@iarticular passion of mine and has occurred during my tenure
is a good outcome. Itis a rigorous program; people will dropof the Attorney-General's office. | will ask the Chief Justice
out of it over a 12-month period because they have to stop ab report to you on the outcome of those experiments.
minimise using illicit drugs, cease drug-related offending, Chief Justice DOYLE: A pilot program was run for
engage with treatment and support agencies, attend regulgp months in the Magistrates Court to June 2005 dealing with
court reviews, and undergo regular urine testing. A lot ofadult victims and offenders. Some 27 individuals were dealt
these people do not like to undergo urinalysis; they regard ifith in the pilot program, involving 14 conferences with
as a burdensome imposition on them. Their life is not76 victims. The program was evaluated by Flinders Univer-
structured in such a way that they necessarily turn up adity and the evaluation suggested that the process was found
appointments, especially repeated appointments, for thigorthwhile by most victims, but there was no further funding
purpose with a variety of agencies. at the expiry of the pilot, so the program has not been

The CHAIR: Does the member for Heysen have otherrenewed. These can be relatively high-cost programs, but |
guestions? think we have to look at all options. | am sure the magistrates

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: We are happy to give the would be pleased to pilot it further to see whether an ongoing
opposition all the questions; let that be recorded. program could be justified. | am not aware of its being in the

MrsREDMOND: I am still curious. A couple of things  District Court; | could be wrong. | thought it was only in the
arose from the Attorney’s response. First of all, | understoodagistrates Court that we did the adult restorative justice
him to say that the completion rate overall is 28 per centapproach.
whereas the figures seem to suggest that the outcome was 40l could add that ideally we would have a range of alterna-
per cent, SO is— tives to the traditional sentencing option. Many people feel

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: That is the past three years. that, increasingly, there are better ways of doing it, rather
This is a program that commenced when Trevor Griffin waghan the existing approach where you sentence them in
Attorney-General. court—talking to the lawyers with the victims, at best, putting

MrsREDMOND: So, the 126 people to whom you refer, in a victim impact statement and with the offender not being
who have completed it, that is 126 overall in three years? required to say anything—but none of these things are simple.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes. | suppose the one truth in this area is that most of the

Mrs REDMOND: The main point that | am trying to get alternatives are quite_ high cost and intensiv_e in terms of_ the
at is what happens to people who drop out. | assume th&t5€ of resources. | think we have to keep trym_g and Iookm_g.
these are people who have significant drug problems, and Mr HANNA: I have a supplementary question. | appreci-
they avoid other legal consequences, at least in the firgt€ what the Chief Justice says about the relatively high cost
instance, by saying, ‘No; I'd like to be referred to this Of Such programs. The question is whether there is a net
program.’ If 60 per cent this year are not completing it, whatoenefit. One can look at it in terms of either an economic
happens to them when they do not complete it? Do they fafpenefit— .
back into the system and face the original penalty— The CHAIR: A question?

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: If | can put it vividly, they Mr HANNA: —or a benefit taking into account victim
are frog-marched back into the ordinary court system.  satisfaction.

MrsREDMOND: Do we have details of the outcomes for ~ The CHAIR: Do you have a question? This is not the
those people and their cases? time for making a statement.

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Yes; we will try to get them Mr HANNA: It is a rather long question or sentence—
for you. The chief justice advises me that it would be difficult  The CHAIR: It does not yet sound like a question: please
to track them, but we will try, just as we have acquired somestart the question.
very interesting information about sentencing for arson for Mr HANNA: The question is whether the report that has
the member for Heysen who took questions on notice oiveen done actually comes to conclusions in relation to net
Leon Byner’sRadio 5AA program the other day. benefit, either economic or in other terms, and whether the
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Attorney-General is therefore committed to continuing suchhis former landlord. Even when they are in receipt of regular
procedures? income they seek to avoid payment, avoiding the Sheriff’s
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Quite. officers. They hide in the thickets of the privacy provisions
MrsREDMOND: | would like to look at penalty of the federal government to ensure that they will not even
management services, which commences on page 4.56 ahdve to pay a sliver of their social security. So, yes, it is an
continues on page 4.57 but which is also referred to omenduring problem, but | think this is one area where
page 4.48. The net cost of the subprogram in the crimindir Thompson might be able to comment.
jurisdiction has increased quite markedly from an actual of MsTHOMPSON: | am actually not sure that | can add
$1.851 million in 2004-05 to $5.4 million in 2005-06. much more to what the Attorney has just said. | think he has
Although that was not fully expended in the 2005-06 yeardescribed the issue very well. Our sheriff's area has signifi-
there has been another significant increase in the budget foant difficulty in enforcement, and a lot of it is because the
the current year. | wonder whether there is an explanation agiccessful party, usually the plaintiff, has a perception that,
to why that is increasing so dramatically and what is beindbecause they won their case, the other party is sitting there

achieved with that increase? with the money waiting to pay. They also have perceptions
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Which subprogram are we about the net wealth and asset holding of the other party
looking at? which, to be frank, is quite incorrect when we go to execute

Mrs REDMOND: Subprogram 3.1 on page 4.57, but thethe warrant. So the sheriff's office does everything we
same pattern flows through on the summary of penaltypossibly can. We bring the parties in for examination. But we
management services generally, on page 4.48 on the thiate also reliant on instructions from the plaintiff, or the

item in the program overall, at the top of that page. winning side, about which steps of enforcement we are able
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | will refer the questionto to take.
Mr O’Rourke. So, as | think the Attorney has just explained, it is very

Mr O’ROURKE: That is the fines collected in relation complex in relation to getting the funds out of the unsuccess-
to the road safety program. The road safety program, asful party and, as | say, quite often the winning party, quite
noted before, was the reminder notices from the court caseBankly, has unrealistic expectations as to how we are going
etc. This is the actual increase in fines collected from the roath recover the amounts from the other side. | can assure you
safety program. that our sheriff’s officers throughout the state do a significant

Mrs REDMOND: So why is that increasing so dramati- job in trying to enforce our warrants at every opportunity.
cally at the moment? Since 2004-05 has there been a massiveMrs REDMOND: | take it, firstly, that that is why the
increase in the level of the fines or is this really through regercentage of civil court orders which are executed and,
light cameras and the like that are more in use? indeed, the enforcements referred to in subprogram 3.2 in the

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: Itis cost, notrevenue. Itis performance indicators are actually relatively low. | see a nod
not fines. It is extra money coming in from the budget forfrom the table, so | am satisfied with that. The percentage of
road safety enforcement, in particular, more cameras. Weivil court orders which were executed in the current year was
think that deterring people from running red lights is a good71 per cent, so that appears to me to be a relatively low figure
thing. in terms of people having already won.

MrsREDMOND: And we agree. | want to pursue alitle  TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: That is just a matter of
the issue of enforcements in the civil jurisdiction, and | referopinion. | understand the member for Heysen'’s point of view,
to subprogram 3.2. More generally, could | comment firstand | wonder whether this level of execution has varied at any
about the difficulty that arises for many people who contactime in recent history.
me and | have no doubt contact the Attorney as well, MrsREDMOND: | do not know. | accept everything that
individuals and often small businesses that have legitimatkas been given in explanation in terms of people who hide
claims that they win in their court case and then strike thend do that sort of thing, but one of the other problems with
next barrier, which often is the barrier they cannot cross, thativil execution appears to be that, when some of these people
is, getting satisfactory enforcement of a judgment which theare finally dragged before the court, they are offered a system
have won. | would like to hear a general comment, first, orwhereby they are paying $5 a week on the never-never. | am
what is being done to address it, because it really can beret sure how one addresses that, but it seems to me to be
problem, particularly for small business, that ends up puttingncredibly frustrating for people who have their judgment to
them out of business. go through all the processes necessary to drag the person back

They have a legitimate right to be paid, they take theitto court in terms of enforcement and get an order that the
action, often expend a lot of money, because they have to paerson pay $5 a week, or whatever it is; and, to compound the
their solicitors. They have a good case and they win it but, goroblem that is then created, if the person relapses they have
the end of the day, if they do not get satisfactory enforcementp start the process all over again. They make one payment
that failure can often break a small business. and they relapse and the process has to start again. | wonder

TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | have come across cases if there is a better system that can be implemented in terms
just like the member for Heysen mentions, including cases inf those enforcements, as opposed to the people who are
my own electorate and cases | have come across by dint generally hiding.
being the Attorney-General. It is true that there is a class of TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: It is the old problem of
deadbeats, | would describe them as, who have judgmenthironic debtors, and we seem to still have chronic debtors
made against them and who then maliciously seek to punisttespite the economic boom of more than 10 years in Aus-
the successful plaintiff by going to extraordinary lengths totralia. Some people are quite determined, even if they have
avoid paying. It must cause them a lot of embarrassment artde means, to not pay what is demanded from them by
muck up their life, but they try to go underground. | can thinkjudgment. Others are just awful managers of their lives and
of one political activist debtor who will not go on the $5aweekis beyond them. All | can say is that | have looked
electoral roll. It must hurt him, but he does not want to payat these cases and, if | were in the situation of a chronic
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debtor, | would attempt to avoid the pain of embarrassment Mrs REDMOND: | did not catch all of what the Chief

by offering the payment of instalments just to get theJustice said before about alternative dispute resolution, in
authorities off my back. For most of us, the kind of enforce-answer to the member for Mitchell’s question, but | was
ment used would be humiliating. However, the chronic debtocurious as to why there was such a small increase, apparently,
is usually impervious to embarrassment or humiliation, andn funding of alternative dispute resolution services, which
sometimes that is why they are a chronic debtor: they gdboks to me to be about a 1 per cent increase. With the CPI
away with it and persist in that behaviour and cop whatunning at about 3.8 per cent, that would, in real terms, be a
comes their way from the authorities. Most of us just couldreduction in the money available to provide the services. Is
not bear that. The Chief Justice has just said that chronithere some explanation for that?

debtors and enforcement of judgments would be a good topic The Hon. M.J. ATKINSON: | will refer the ultimate

for the courts open day next time the MPs’ personal assistangiestion of the evening to the Chief Justice.

attend the court. : : ot :
. . Chief Justice DOYLE: | think the answer is that we have
MrsREDMOND: | thank the Chief Justice for that not developed new programs, probably because we did not

suggestion, because it certainly is a problem that | am SUgnticipate we would get funding for them, so the funding you

every elected member has to deal with. | refer to Sl.Jb'see is really for the steady state, which is what we are doing

program 1.4, page 4.53, relating to the Coroner. There iS g \he moment. The cost of that increases gradually. If we

smal! increase in the budget this year compared to Wh.at {bere to make a bigger effort, there would have to be new
cost in 2005-06—although | appreciate that there is quite rograms and new funding for it.

significant increase from the budget. However, clearly, it cos . .
$g 173 000 to run the Coroner’sgoffice in the 2005-8/6 year Mrs REDM.OND' The fact is that there was only a 1 per
and it is increasing marginally to $6 220 000. Can thetent Increase, presumably th_e costs have gone up and
Attorney advise what resources would be required to ensu'lgerefore it will not even maintain what we are doing
that the Coroner is not told, as he was today by police, tha(iurrer?tly. ) . .
matters cannot proceed because the Coroner’s office has not Chief Justice DOYLE: | am not aware of any intention
even looked at them yet, or because they have to wait for uf9 cut back on what we are doing at the moment. Your point
to six months for a post-mortem report? seems rightand qb\{lous, put we are not plannlng to cut b_ack
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: | think the member for ©n any of the existing things, nor are we magicians with
Heysen, who is part of a political party that made a monstroug§'oney, so there must be an answer that does not occur to me.
personal political attack on the Coroner, Mr Mark Johns— The existing programs will not be cut, butitis an area where
Mrs REDMOND: | didn’t do any such thing. a lot of creative and new thlnklng is called for. Going back
TheHon. M.J. ATKINSON: —no, you did not personal- {0 the a_1dy|t restorative justice program, there are only 27
ly, but Mr Lucas did—should realise that the hold-up is onPeople init, and itis difficult to base long-term recommenda-
the forensic science side of things. We are investing morfions on such a small sample. While intuitively we think there
money in the Forensic Science Centre, but | cannot guarantégScope for it, just as we do with the Drug Court, at the end
that that will necessarily result in a decrease in delay in th&f the day you still have to prove that the benefits are there.
issuing of final death certificates. Interim death certificates TheCHAIR: There being no further questions, | declare
are issued swiftly, but sometimes a final death certificate isonsideration of the proposed payment completed.
required. | understand how families feel about the delay. |
hope that, as time goes by, we can find sufficient staff in that ADJOURNMENT
specialisation to get those things done quicker. However, we
are in a labour market where it is hard to find the kind of At 7.31 p.m. the committee adjourned until Tuesday
people we need to do those jobs. 24 October at 11 a.m.



