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speaker for the opposition to make opening statements of
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY about 10 minutes each.

There will be a flexible approach to giving the call for
asking questions, based on about three questions per member,
alternating each side. Supplementary questions will be the
exception rather than the rule. A member who is not part of

Tuesday 3 July 2007
ESTIMATESCOMMITTEE A

Chair: the C(_)mmittee may, at the discretion _of the chair, z_ask a
Ms M.G. Thompson guestion. Questions must be based on lines of expenditure in
the budget papers and must be identifiable or referenced.
Members: Members unable to complete their questions during the
Ms F.E. Bedford proceedings may submit them as questions on notice for
Mr M.R. Goldsworthy inclusion in the House of AssembNotice Paper. There is
Mr T.R. Kenyon no formal facility for the tabling of documents before the
The Hon. R.G. Kerin committee. However, documents can be supplied to the chair
Mr A.S. Pederick for distribution to the committee. The incorporation of
Mr T. Piccolo material inHansard is permitted on the same basis as applies
in the house, that is, that it is purely statistical and limited to
The committee met at 11 a.m. one page in length. All questions are to be directed to the

minister, not the minister’s advisers. The minister may refer
guestions to advisers for a response. | also advise, for the
purposes of the committee, there is now some freedom for
television filming from the northern gallery, with normal
Administered Items for the Department of Treasury ~ conditions applying for filming in this chamber.

and Finance, $1 065 167 000 | declare the proposed payments open for examination,
and refer members to the Portfolio Statement, Volume 1,
Witness: pages 3.37 to 3.42. Minister, do you wish to make an opening

The Hon. Carmel Zollo, Minister for Emergency Services,statement?
Minister for Correctional Services, Minister for Road Safety, TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | do. It is with pleasure
Minister Assisting the Minister for Multicultural Affairs that | attend the estimates committee in my third year as
Minister for Emergency Services. The past year has been a

Departmental Advisers: very busy one for SAFECOM, MFS, CES and SES with the
Mr D. Place, Chief Executive, SAFECOM. early start to the 2006-07 fire danger season, and of course
Mr R. Mathews, Director of Finance, SAFECOM. we had floods from 175 millimetres of rain falling within a
Mr G. Lupton, Chief Officer, Metropolitan Fire Service. period over three days in the north of the state.
Mr E. Ferguson, Chief Officer, Country Fire Service. The World Police and Fire Games were held in Adelaide
Mr S. Macleod, Acting Chief Officer, State Emergency for the first time in March. The games brought 11 000
Service. international visitors and an estimated economic benefit of

Mr J. Schirmer, Business Manager, Country Fire Service$32.4 million to South Australia, and delivered much
Mr T. Pearce, Manager, Financial Services, SAFECOMeXxcitement, spirit and colour to Adelaide. The staff and
Mr A. Lawson, Deputy Chief Officer, Country Fire volunteers involved in their successful staging are to be

Service. commended. The event demonstrated that much camaraderie
Mrs C. Kow, Business Manager, Community Emergencyexists between the many services, internationally, nationally

Services Fund, SAFECOM. and locally. The 120 member SES volunteer task force that
Mr T. Norman, Business Manager, Metropolitan Fireresponded to calls for assistance in the New South Wales

Service. flood and storm recovery efforts are an excellent example of
Mr M. Blute, Business Manager, State Emergencythis relationship.

Service. Last year, | advised the estimates committee of my

intention to ensure that the legislative intention of the
The CHAIR: The estimates committees are a relativelyparliament in the creation of SAFECOM was fulfilled.
informal procedure and, as such, there is no need to stand 8AFECOM and the emergency services organisations have
ask or answer questions. The committee will determine ataken great steps towards achieving this. Our emergency
approximate time for consideration of proposed payments teervices sector is more efficient, with a coordinated approach
facilitate changeover of departmental advisers. Are the timeacross agencies and synergies that deliver better management

I have for today correct? of available funds and a better service to the community.
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Yes. That is my under- The review of the sector's communications has resulted

standing. in a new structure, allowing for cross agency interaction and
The CHAIR: Member for Kavel, is that your understand- integration. During major incidents and the fire danger

ing of the times for today? season, communications officers from all agencies will be
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Yes, Madam Chair. able to provide support, back-up and assistance to the agency

TheCHAIR: Changes to membership will be notified as dealing with the emergency incident. The new section will
they occur. Members should ensure the chair is provided withlso be responsible for the development of sector-wide
a completed request to be discharged form. If the ministetraining packages for delivery to volunteers to provide the
undertakes to supply information at a later date, it must beecessary skills to report information to the media about
submitted to the committee secretary by no later than Fridagmergency incidents. The new unit will also be charged with
7 September. | propose to allow both the minister and the legoroviding an appropriate and effective liaison point for
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volunteers when dealing with media requests, publications @mergency services sector in 2007-08 will be $27.1 million.
other communication-related activities and event manageBudget highlights include planned capital spending in
ment. We are delivering real changes to the way in which w@007-08 for the MFS of $9.8 million. Planned capital
support our volunteers. spending in 2007-08 for the CFS has increased every year of

Reviews of community education and training have beetthe Rann government to an all-time high of $14.2 million.
completed as promised, and SAFECOM is currently conThis will see the delivery of 41 appliances to CFS brigades
sidering their implementation. It is planned that the deliveryand the continuation of its building and equipment replace-
of community education across all agencies will be integratment programs. There is also additional funding for the CFS
ed. Commonalities in training between all the services willto enable the replacement of GRN radios. New initiatives for
be consolidated. SAFECOM has also undertaken théhe CFS include:

ambitious process of mapping our state’s risk profile now and - expansion of training in rural firefighting techniques;
into the future. The principles of emergency management and continuation of bushfire awareness and community

planning will be used to ensure the delivery of a risk manage- education activities to encourage people to be prepared for
ment framework that will allow the government to better plan bushfires: and

for the provision of services into the future. Shortly the . e o
SAFECOM board will consider a package of measures aimed fUrther enhancing aerial firefighting capability through
at providing more support to and recognition of our volun- additional funding, which will be matched by increased
teers as well as providing recognition for the support that the commonwealth funding.
employers of our volunteers provide to the agencies and tBlanned capital spending in 2007-08 for the SES totals
the community. | particularly thank the volunteers and$3.1 million and includes a new SES rescue vessel at Port
representatives of the SAFECOM Advisory Board for theirLincoln to improve the capacity of the Port Lincoln SES unit
work in this area. to respond to marine incidents within its operational area. The
These efforts and the dedication of the emergency servic&sirrent Port Lincoln vessel will be redeployed to Kingston
personnel on the ground are supported by the provision df the South-East. There is also additional funding to replace
infrastructure to ensure that the important task of making ouBES GRN radios. In addition, funding has been approved in
state a safe place in which to live can be achieved. | recentig007-08 to address the rising cost of fuel, and this will be
had the pleasure of opening the MFS Angle Park engineeringllocated across the emergency services organisations and
workshop facility, which is a state-of-the-art facility which volunteer marine rescue organisations.
will ensure that the state’s fleet of emergency services | would like to take this opportunity to thank all the
vehicles and equipment are maintained to the highesimergency services sector volunteers, personnel and staff for
standard. The consolidated logistics function will supportheir efforts. | know that every time volunteers attend training
emergency personnel in critical emergency response angt respond to a fire or other disasters it is their dedication,
recovery. hard work and selflessness that makes the emergency services
| also take great pride in meeting volunteers right acrosih South Australia the finest. | believe that this budget has
our state, such as during the opening of the CFS stations dklivered great advances for the emergency services sector.
Jamestown and Melrose, and also the commissioning of fir@ur ability to respond to incidents, mitigate risk, and to
appliances, such as the new 3-4 and pumper at the Hapgyipport and train our staff and volunteers is at an all-time
Valley CFS. Itis here that we are all able to see the results dfigh. It is a budget of which, as Minister for Emergency
the government’s funding as part of the process of ensuringervices, | am very proud.

that the preparedness, prevention, response and recoverythe cHAIR: Does the member for Kavel have an
services provided to the community are of an exceptionatl)pening statement?

standard. _
I have also instigated the first formal review into bushfire Mr GOLDSWORTHY: I do not have a formal_ statement.
owever, on behalf of the opposition, | would like to thank

prevention management since the early 1980s. This year, | tors within the emeraen i rea for their
October, we will see a review of the operation of the Soutift!! Sectors € emergency services area for the

Australian Fire and Emergency Services Act following theongoing Work in pr_oviding a saf_e and secure environment f_or
second anniversary of its commencement, as required KT COmmunity. Itis both pleasing and fortunate that we did
legislation. The review of the operation of the Fire and ot suffer a major fire disaster through the summer months,

Emergency Services Act will assess the progress that OLP.earing.in mjnd that it was an extremel'y long and potentially
sector has made in the provision of better and more coord]//dntening fire season that we experienced. Hopefully the
nated strategic and cost-effective services. The goodwill angHeNt rains that we are receiving through this part of the
strength of the relationships that exist between the servic ason W'" continue and we will not See an extended_flre
are central to the consolidation of functions in administrative>© 2> like the one we had to de.all Wlth'over thg previous
and strategic arrangements that govern the state’s emergenty"Me"- | also join with the minister in thanking and

services sector. This includes the transfer of the emergen ngratulating all those who volunteer their time and effort

management function to SAFECOM, including administra—l_.f the _eme'rAgency ?erwcezz tr?leﬂ?FS,ﬂ:he SES, .the SL:jrf
tion of a number of national grant programs. lfesaving Association and a € other agencies an

The government and | value the contribution ofemergenc}l;rgan'S"’1t|0ns that provide a volunteer service to the

services volunteers and career staff, and we are striving pmmunity for a safer South Austraha: ]

establish the best, most efficient and most effective manage- The CHAIR: Thank you. | now invite you to ask

ment of emergency services. This will ensure that fundingduestions.

infrastructure and services are delivered at the grassroots. Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | refer to Budget Paper 4,
For 2007-08, the operating budget for the emergencyolume 1, page 4.194, 2007-08, Targets/Highlights, and |

services sector is $174.3 million, which is an increase ofefer specifically to the budget line ‘Targets 2007-08'. The

$7.1 million over 2006-07. Capital expenditure for thesecond target states:
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Commence implementation of the recommendations of th&/ulcan, which considers what is fire ready and how to
Wangary Coronial Inquest and the Ministerial Review into Bushfiremeasure it. Bushfire community safety policies have been
Prevention Management adopted by the State Emergency Management Committee,
Can the minister advise what recommendations have alrea@ynd the CFS has also conducted a volunteer summit. The CFS
been implemented relating to the Wangary bushfires? Can theis upgraded the State Coordination Centre in regard to
minister also advise the committee of the source of thospushfires and has developed an intelligence cell. Of course,
recommendations? to achieve all these recommendations and actions, it has been

The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: As members would be necessary to incorporate actions into the CFS Annual Plan
aware, the Coroner’s inquest into the Wangary fire of 10 an@nd this will be an ongoing process. | think it is fair to say
11 January 2005 has now been completed. The Coroner higat many of the recommendations identified in both those
retired to prepare recommendations and the final report is npéviews were similar and, of course, they are being coordi-
yet complete or available to any of us. On release of th@ated together. So, a great deal has already been undertaken,
recommendations, the CFS will establish a process to ensuge is in the process of being undertaken, in terms of both
detailed consideration of the recommendations, and implehose reviews, but we have to await the outcome of the
mentation of the agreed recommendations will be taken as\Wangary inquest.
high priority. The Coroner’s findings and recommendations Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Thank you for that answer. You
will be considered in the context of other recent reviews anthave advised us about the recommendations that have already
investigations, including the Project Phoenix review, thebeen putin place. Can you tell us what recommendations are
Dr Smith review and the ACT Coroner’s report into the likely to be implemented over the ensuing 12 months, the
Canberra bushfires of 2003. Late last year | instigated the fir007-08 year? What are the time frames for those specific
formal Ministerial Bushfire Management Review for more recommendations that are to be implemented over the next
than 20 years. The project vision was identified thus: bushfiré2 months?
risks are managed, individuals are ready, and the community TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | will ask the Chief
is resilient. The purpose of this process was to address tt@fficer of the CFS to join us. In relation to the ministerial
bushfire prevention issues from the Wangary bushfirgeview, Bushfire Management South Australia, it has
raised—issues that were raised by Project Phoenix and theavelled throughout the state and has had some meetings in
independent review of Dr Bob Smith. the local community. Briefings were organised here in

The high-level reference group has developed a consult®arliament House for those members of parliament who were
tive program to facilitate community engagement and imot able to attend. | have been briefed along the way and
receiving submissions from bushfire management stakeholgithin the next few weeks a final report will be provided to
ers and the wider community through the website that wage. The outcome of that review will inform any legislative
made available. The initial discussion paper details thehanges. As | mentioned in my opening statement, the act is
reference group and it will observe the principle of continu-to be reviewed at the end of October. Part of any recommen-
ous improvement. The main project objective is to ensure thatations will be enacted between the end of October and up to
individuals, families, organisations and owners of infrastrucsix months after that. | will ask the Chief Officer of the CFS
ture understand the risk to them from bushfires and undete make further comments.
stand that their role is one of having taken appropriate action Mr FERGUSON: There is a whole range of recommen-
to be bushfire ready. Being bushfire ready involves thelations from the CFS Project Phoenix and also Dr Bob
development, practice and maintenance of the plans th&mith’s report which we are continuing to implement. There
reflect what must be done before, during and after bushfirds an ongoing focus on making sure that we have a 100 per
to protect individuals, families and property. cent sign off there. A major focus, though, as the minister

In relation to what has already been undertaken by theaid, is implementing recommendations from the review of
agencies in relation to what the reviews have said, we haveushfire management in South Australia. | probably should
established the Bushfire Prevention Mitigation Legislativeprefix this by saying that that report has been completed and
Review, which was one of the main recommendations of Dhas not yet been authorised by the minister. However, | can
Bob Smith. We have developed and implemented the farmgive some indication of the sorts of changes which are
fire unit guidelines. We have had the development anglanned from that review.
delivery of operational updates, focusing on the Australian Rather than being by itself an emergency management
Interagency Incident Management System (AIIMS); theplanning function, bushfire planning will be integrated into
importance of a safety-first culture and the importance ofhe state emergency management planning framework.
providing information up and down the chain of command;Currently, we have a three-tiered committee system. There
provision of additional firefighting aircraft for the lower Eyre are no formal linkages between those three tiers. The proposal
Peninsula; and bushfire CRC research and development iniwthat there will be a two-tiered system with linkages through
community behaviours and needs in bushfires. The CFS has the Chief Officer of the CFS, who can then report through
released a new siren policy, involving the development antb the minister and also the State Emergency Management
implementation of a nationally consistent bushfire informa-Committee. We are proposing that local government involve-
tion and bushfire warning system. ment is maintained, but, currently, local government has a

The CFS has expanded the community education praole in both strategic bushfire risk planning and the imple-
grams, with the establishment of level 3 incident managememhentation of risk reduction. After lengthy discussion with
teams, the development and implementation of the CF#cal government representatives, our proposal is that their
command and leadership framework, the implementation duture involvement be focused on implementation of plans
new safety features on fire appliances, and the developmeand that the CFS planning officers take over the planning
and implementation of a situation analysis and checking todlnction.
called SitCheck. | refer also to the provision of personal We are looking at expanding it from just a pure prevention
protective clothing for personnel. We have undertaken Projedbcus, which it has currently. The contemporary approachin
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emergency management is to look at prevention, preparedoeme concerns in respect of its risks and liability. Prior to the
ness, response and recovery. The new framework will exparfite danger season last year, | wrote to every local govern-
the responsibilities of the fire management committees to ment area in rural South Australia with a proposed MOU. |
full fire management focus. We are also allowing forcan advise that our regional commanders have followed up
community involvement, and that includes both committeesvith all their local government areas and, even though an up-
having a requirement for annual reporting and an annuab-date MOU may not have been signed, | am assured that
public meeting process. The proposal is that a number adppropriate arrangements for the use of council resources by
regulations, which we currently have in the Fire and Emerthe emergency services, and by the CFS in particular, are in
gency Services Act, will be bulked up into a code of practiceplace through existing plans. The CFS continues to have a
which will be presented in plain English and which will be dialogue with the LGA but, as the minister said, from a sector
easier to administer. We are looking at streamlining processgmint of view, we see that local government resources could
for prescribed burning, including a proposal that there be abe used for any of the emergency services. We are now
accreditation process, which would preclude accrediteéndeavouring to have a new MOU negotiated between the
personnel from having to apply for a permit. LGA and the Fire and Emergency Services Commission,

In addition to those actions, the CFS is proposing avhich encompasses all emergency services. Unfortunately,
number of projects, and some of these have been reflectediins one of the legacies of having many local government
the oncoming budget. We are proposing an expansion iareas we deal with. However, certainly, we are continuing to
bushfire training within the CFS. The sorts of subjects inhave dialogue.

which we are looking at having additional training include  After every fire, we make inquiries as to how we have

back burning and prescribed burning, dry firefighting, the usgaised with various agencies, including local government.

of plant in firefighting, integrating the use of aircraft with Generally, after major fires, | make contact with the respec-
firefighters on the ground, and the use of foams and surfagve mayor or presiding member of the council and the CEO.
tants. We are also proposing to further develop the implemerwhilst there are never no problems, | am confident that the
tation of AlIMS, which is the incident management system iaison is at a level that is satisfactory; however, we are
which is used natlona."y, and furtherlng our |mp|ementat|0rhoping to make it more formal through the use of an MOU

of the command and leadership framework. in the future.

One of the very important recommendations coming from The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Of course. one of the
Project Phoenix was to address the falling number Of,,in yecommendations of Dr Smith's report was the bushfire
volunteers in emergency services. To this end, CFS has g, ha5ement review. One of the committee’s main recom-
project called Project Sherpa, which proposes a number oo jations was to improve the current Bushfire Prevention
actions to encourage new volunteers to the CFS and to try 8, mjittee structure with the establishment of a State
retain volunteers into the future. The specific projectsygpfire Coordination Committee, the Bushfire Management
includes a new classification of bushfire firefighter, and th ommittee and. as has also been mentioned. the code of
would require a lesser training requirement to the Curren{)rao:tice. Those recommendations from the committee will

traiEing riqlljlirement f(t)r a b"f[‘SiC firéefighter. basic firefiahteSCE & changed involvement by local government. As | said
E=ssentially, we are trying 1o cut down our basic TIreightery ogo e that will inform the legislative review, which will be
training from the current 2% days to one day. That woul abled in April 2008.

allow people to attend bushfires only. Secondly (and a flow- : .
on from that), we are contemplating developing new brigad Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | have a supplementary question.

classifications, where brigades would fight just bushfires Inister, will the memprandu’m .Of understanding be signed
rather than being all-risk brigades. That is a snapshot of th@"d in place before this year's fire season? _
key changes that are planned. However, if one references the The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: As the Chief Officer of
estimates papers, there is a more complete list of the targeifde Country Fire Service has already mentioned, we have
we have for 2007-08. confidence in the relationships between the Country Fire
The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: We believe that the Service and, indeed, the emergency services sector and the
progression of recommendations coming out of all reviewsdndividual councils. Those relationships have been very good,
has been very open and very transparent. As | said, ﬂ'@qd I am Surg they will Contllnue tO exist anng those lines.
outcome of the bushfire management review will inform theHowever, | will ask the Chief Officer to expand on that,
legislative review of the operation of the act, which isalthough I thought that he already had.
scheduled for October and which is to be tabled in Aprii  Mr FERGUSON: We have ongoing contact with a
2008. number of agencies, and the LGA is one of them. As the
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Minister, can you advise the minister said, we have been meeting on about a fortnightly
committee on what progress has been made on the actuadsis with local government representatives in respect of the
number of agreements signed off with local councils for theprevention legislative review. However, from about now, we
use of their plant and equipment, which | understand was onmeet with all those organisations in preparation for the
of the recommendations in Dr Bob Smith’s report as a resulipcoming fire danger season. This continues to be on the
of the Wangary fires? agenda. | stress that an MOU has been drafted and endorsed
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: We have a proposal for by crown law which the minister and | are comfortable with.
a sector-wide memorandum of understanding with localt has been offered up to the LGA and sent to every local
councils. The CFS has also written to all local councils. Igovernment area within the CFS jurisdiction. We continue to
have had some discussion with local councils in a meeting weiscuss this with the LGA, and | am hopeful that there will
had earlier this year. | will ask Mr Euan Ferguson to add tdbe some movement. But, like any MOU, it is an arrangement
that. between two parties. We do have limited control over the
Mr FERGUSON: It has been slow in negotiating a willingness of the other parties, given that there are many
statewide agreement on the MOU with the LGA, which hadocal government bodies. We continue to focus at the Local
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Government Association level, and we will continue to keepand will continue to be, as essential in the southern suburbs
our minister informed on that progress. as itis throughout all of South Australia. Over the next three
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Obviously, minister, there is a years, consultation with both the local SES units and the CFS
very big question mark over whether or not it will be in place.brigades will occur to map out their changing role in the
Mr FERGUSON: If | may, Madam Chair: the develop- south. While there may be some changes, there will be no
ment of MOUs is still being progressed. What | want tochange in the importance of our emergency services frame-
reinforce is that the arrangements for the use of localork.
government equipment are dealt with notonly by MOUs but The CFS is the lead agency for bushfires, which will
in council emergency response plans, and also in the localways pose a threat in the peri-urban areas and beyond,
CFS regional and group emergency response plans. By waarticularly because of the drought, water restrictions and
of example, late last year during the Coroner’s inquest intelimate change. The role of the SES as the lead agency for
the Wangary fire, there was some quite forensic analysis aftorm and flood damage, and its specialist rescue capabilities,
the Lower Eyre Peninsula Group Response Plan, and it wagill always be required. The chief officers of our three
well illustrated during that coronial inquest that the groupservices, the MFS, CFS and SES, have signed and agreed to
response plan identified local government resources, locakinciples of dispatch and response to emergency incidents.
government personnel, contact arrangements, and so on. This agreement will ensure that the nearest and fastest
| use that by way of example perhaps just to reassure thappropriate resource will respond to any emergency incident
member for Kavel that there are arrangements in place. It i& the area. Often a response will be from more than one
our desire to raise those up to an organisational level MOldervice.
so that they are reflected not only in local planning but also Mutual aid and dual response managements to ensure
at a higher level. But it would be erroneous to come awayevels of service delivery to the community, particularly
from this place with a view that there are no arrangements iduring the daytime when CFS volunteers have work and
place: that is quite wrong. We are trying to lift those arrangefamily commitments, have been in place for some time.
ments up to a more formal level. These mutual aid and dual response plans will remain in place
Mr KENYON: My question relates to Budget Paper 3, even after the new station is built, because of the risk of
page 2.12, table 2.6 referencing the South Australiabushfire, and the need for storm, flood and rescue response
Metropolitan Fire Service investing initiatives. Will the will always be required. There will always be a very import-
Minister for Emergency Services please advise the estimatest place for the CFS and SES to carry out their specialist
committee of the exciting new initiative announced in thisroles.
budget regarding emergency service delivery in the southern As mentioned in my opening statement, SAFECOM is
suburbs? currently undertaking arisk profiling in emergency manage-
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | thank the member for ment analysis of the entire state. This will enable the
Newland for his question. The risk profile of the southerngovernment to better match our response capabilities to
suburbs of Adelaide, including the Seaford area, has changetnergency incidents, and match risks with appropriate
significantly in the last five to 10 years. Changes includeesource allocation. | am very pleased that our emergency
significant commercial, industrial and residential growth, aservices agencies are taking these great steps forward, and |
well as considerable expansion of critical infrastructure suclam sure the committee will join me in congratulating the
as transport corridors. As the risk profile of the communitywork of the South Australian Fire and Emergency Services
changes, so do the emergency service needs of th@ommission, which is working to maximise the effectiveness
community. The South Australian Fire and Emergencyof our valuable community resources.
Services Commission (SAFECOM) has a legislative respon- Mr KENYON: | refer to Portfolio Statement, Budget
sibility to continually monitor fire and rescue service deliveryPaper 4, Volume 1, page 4.18. Will the minister advise the
strategies to ensure they meet not only current needs but takemmittee of some of the exciting new initiatives announced
into consideration future growth and current and future riskin this budget for Port Lincoln’s emergency services?
SAFECOM has acknowledged the growing urbanisation TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: It has been recognised in
of the southern Adelaide suburbs. It has undertaken signifrecent years that the three emergency service organisations
cant work on the analysis of response data and projectq&SOs)—the MFS, SES and the Country Fire Service—are
community growth. This has provided an accurate picture fooperating out of inadequate facilities in Port Lincoln. This has
the future risk profile of our southern area. This governmenled to the ESOs carrying unacceptable operational risks. At
is the first government in a long time to recognise that, as ththe same time the risk profile of Port Lincoln has been
state expands, we need to look at our future emergencsteadily increasing as a result of significant high-rise,
service needs. Recognising future growth in the southeroommercial, residential and industrial development. Over the
suburbs and a shortage of suitable land, and as part of normaxt two years the state government has allocated over
forward planning, SAFECOM approved the MFS purchas&9 million for emergency services capital projects in Port
of a parcel of land within the Seaford area in 2006. In thisLincoln, supporting the emergency services sector’s collabor-
budget the government has announced that a Metropolitaative approach to service delivery and clearly demonstrating
Fire Service station—staffed 24 hours, seven days a week-the government’'s commitment to community safety in the
will be constructed at Seaford, and the government hakower Eyre Peninsula region.
allocated $9.6 million over four years to achieve this. The state government is planning the development of a
Planning will begin in 2007-08, with an expected completionPort Lincoln emergency services precinct, consisting of a
date in the 2009-10 financial year. dedicated MFS facility at a cost of $5 million over two years
I would like to take this opportunity to recognise the to be constructed on a site adjacent to a joint facility for the
fantastic job the Country Fire Service brigades—in particularCFS/SES regional office and the local CFS brigade’s SES
the Seaford CFS Brigade—and SES units have done. | woulghit at a cost of $2.6 million over two years. The strategically
like to reassure the committee that the role of volunteers idpcated precinct will improve coordination of sector-wide
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training activities and joint operational exercises. Thereducing fire deaths. The built environment section ensures
emergency services precinct will also provide access to that South Australian buildings are safe places to live and
level 3 incident coordination centre that can be used by anwork by providing expert advice to industry and local

of the three services when major emergency incidents occgovernment on fire safety systems, as well as regular
on the West Coast. inspection of systems for continued compliance. As a result

Some further good news for our emergency servicesf our highly effective building fire safety systems, the South
capability in the Port Lincoln community is the government’s Australian Metropolitan Fire Service has the enviable record
commitment to purchasing two very significant and specialisof zero fire deaths in a commercial or industrial property in
emergency services resources. The MFS has been provideder 30 years.
with $1.26 million over two years to purchase and deploy a The community education section fosters behaviours that
telesquirt aerial appliance for the MFS Port Lincoln stationincrease community safety. Community safety needs are
A telesquirt is a firefighting appliance that has a telescopiaccurately identified, prioritised and addressed by developing
boom capable of directing a large firefighting stream into theand reviewing the delivery and effectiveness of community
upper storeys of high-rise buildings or into large commerciabafety strategies. The juvenile firefighters intervention
or industrial complexes. The purchase of this resource wilprogram is one of these strategies. It is designed to assist
assist to mitigate the risks imposed by increasing commercidamilies to overcome the problem of children’s unsafe fire
and industrial development in the Port Lincoln area. play and experimentation. The program has been running for

In addition, the State Emergency Service has beempproximately 10 years and in that time around 900 families
provided with $350 000 in this year’s budget to purchase &ave been assisted, with an average success rate of 97 per
new offshore rescue vessel. Port Lincoln is home to one afent. Children are referred to the program by parents or
the busiest commercial fishing ports in Australia, and thecaregivers or through the youth justice system as part of a
surrounding scenic coastline attracts a large number damily conference.
visitors to the area who undertake marine-related activities. South Australia leads the nation in smoke alarm legisla-
The risk of accidents or incidents at sea requiring an emetion, and national research suggests that, due to this legisla-
gency response is ever present, and this new vessel wtibn, South Australia leads the nation in smoke alarm
ensure that the SES is capable of making an effectivenstallations. The success of this policy is complemented by
response to any marine emergency incident that occurs in thiee ‘Change your clock, change your smoke alarm battery’
southern Eyre Peninsula area. As | have mentioned in mgampaign, which is now well entrenched in our community
opening statement, the Kingston South-East SES unit will ben South Australia as a joint initiative of South Australia’s
a beneficiary because the existing Port Lincoln vessel will béire services.
relocated to Kingston in the South-East in order to establish The public building inspection program is another strategy
a new marine rescue capability in that part of the state.  used by the MFS to ensure the safety of patrons in places of

I will mention briefly another initiative of the two fire public entertainment. Operational fire crews conduct fire
services in Port Lincoln that demonstrates the collaborativeafety inspections during hours of peak occupancy to audit
and cooperative approach that SAFECOM sector agenciesmergency exits and emergency lighting and to check for
use in addressing community risk. Following the devastatingvercrowding. The expansion of this program, which has
Wangary bushfire that occurred in January 2005, it wasesulted from the current enterprise agreement, has seen a
recognised that bushfire management plans and bushfideubling of these inspections from 300 to 600 and a further
prevention work in and around Port Lincoln needed reviewincrease has been predicted in 2007-08.

The CFS and MFS are currently working with a range of The MFS has an aim of reducing the number of avoidable
stakeholders, including the Port Lincoln City Bushfirefire deaths and injuries in domestic situations within South
Prevention Committee, the natural resource managemeAustralia. In 2005-06 there were six avoidable fire deaths
boards, SA Water, the Department for Environment andvithin the MFS’s gazetted areas of responsibility and, to date,
Heritage, local councils and community members to develoghree in 2006-07. The MFS is targeting fire safety in the
arisk-based, landscape-managed bushfire prevention plan foome to further reduce fire-related death and injury by:
the greater city of Port Lincoln. working with other community services agencies to target the

As part of this process it is expected that the Port Lincolrelderly, who are now the highest risk group in fire-related
area will be declared a special fire area, and new strategiefeaths; working with other states on an Australian standard
to deal with the city of Port Lincoln and the surrounding for sprinkler suppression systems for domestic premises;
interface areas and rural regions will be explored. This is aprinting fire safety advice and information in 12 languages
exciting time for our emergency services in Port Lincoln, andand maintaining relationships with culturally and linguistical-
this government’s commitment to the provision of state-ofly diverse populations (another high-risk group); creating a
the-art facilities and the best available physical resources withew revised home fire escape plan brochure with more
ensure that we have the right mix to deal with the changingraphics and fewer words which due for release this month;
risk profile of that area. providing fire safety education in kindergartens and schools

Mr PICCOLO: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, to develop basic fire awareness in children; and having a
page 4.179, Highlights. How is the government reducing thenajor community fire safety focus for the week of the Royal
number of fire-related deaths and injuries, and what has thehow to educate the public in fire safety and prevention
emergency services sector done towards meeting this targetitters.

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: The combined MFS/ In my opening statement | mentioned the review of the
SAPOL fire investigation team attends all fatal fires in theprovision of community education in all emergency services
state and reports the statistics monthly. The statistics as agencies. The implementation of this review, which will
22 June 2007 show a 3.9 per cent reduction in fire-relatedappen later in this financial year, will see the SES, the CFS
deaths and injuries. The MFS community safety departmerénd the MFS having a coordinated and cross-agency approach
has a number of programs which are aimed directly ato the delivery of community education programs. It is hoped
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that from within the existing resources our agencies, by TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | am advised that the land
working together and creating efficiencies, can deliver morés too small for the combined services. The intention is to sell
community education to a wider audience and thus preverhat land.
more avoidable tragedies. Mr PEDERICK: On the same budget line, can the
Mr PEDERICK: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, minister explain why the government has paid $250 000 for
page 4.180, investing payments summary for the Port Lincolfand designated as recreational land in a residential area at
Fire Station. Does the amount of $2.6 million allocated in theKirton Point, within the vicinity of the Kirton Point Primary
budget for the Port Lincoln Fire Station include the purchas&chool and Kirton Point Kindergarten, as the location chosen
of the land and will the minister advise how much was paicby the government for the MFS? Can the minister also
for the land on which the MFS station will be built; and confirm that the government will pay $300 000 for land
which body received the payment for the land, who ownedlesignated recreational land alongside the proposed MFS site
the land and what is the status of the negotiations for aas the site for the collocated SES and CFS Region 6 head-
adjoining block of land where a collocated CFS and SEQjuarters? Also, can the minister advise the total cost of the
facility will be built? emergency services investigations, plans and property
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Inresponse to an earlier purchases for Port Lincoln undertaken by the Labor govern-
question | placed some information on the record, but | willment since it came to power for all proposed sites?
reiterate it here. The South Australian Metropolitan Fire TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | will ask Mr David
Service has listed the Port Lincoln Fire Station for priority Place, Chief Executive of SAFECOM, to respond to that.
replacement and aims to commence construction in 2007-08 Mr PLACE: As the minister has said, the area has been
of a new fire station which is due for completion in Junededicated under the care and control of the Port Lincoln
2009. In November 2005 the SAFECOM board agreed t@ouncil. It is crown land, but the council is seeking loss of
pursue the principle of a collocated SES/CFS facility in Poramenity for its recreational facilities. As we mentioned
Lincoln to be situated on an allotment adjacent to theearlier, there are tennis and basketball courts and some other
proposed Port Lincoln MFS station. infrastructure on that site. MFS engaged the Land Manage-
In February 2006 Brown Falconer was engaged to develoment Corporation to arrange for the transfer of the land into
a number of options to accommodate the SES/CFS facilitthe name of the minister. | believe that happened, and that the
and recommended a site located between Matthew Place aadreed amount was in the order of $250 000.
St Andrews Terrace (the Matthew Place land allotment). As As far as the CFS and SES acquisition is concerned,
part of this recommendation it was noted that an existingxactly the same process applies. We are talking to the Land
Porter Street site held by the CFS could be sold with part oManagement Corporation, which is talking with the Port
the proceeds to be directed towards the cost of a new site. Lincoln council on our behalf. No financial figure has been
October 2006 a formal approach was made to the City of Poagreed at this point because we are still in negotiations with
Lincoln on behalf of the CFS and the SES to request that thine council, through LMC and in conjunction with crown law.
Matthew Place land allotment be rededicated to me as MsBEDFORD: Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.161
Minister for Emergency Services. A response from therefers to the recognition of volunteers. Could the minister
council advised of its in principle support. advise the committee what the government is doing to
The CFS and the SES have finalised plans and are readgcognise the important contribution of volunteers within the
to proceed. The MFS is also aiming to finalise plans in liaisoremergency services sector?
with DTEI over the next six months. SAFECOM has agreed TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | thank the member for
to work closely with the Land Management Corporation and-lorey for her question. The government values the commit-
the City of Port Lincoln to acquire the land so that the worksment and contribution, as | said in my opening statement,
can commence as soon as possible in the 2007-08 financialade by the many thousands of South Australians who make
year. The proposed site for the emergency services precingp the emergency services volunteer community. In recogni-
is the old netball tennis court area located between Matthewon of that contribution, support provided to volunteers
Place and St Andrews Terrace. The area is crown land and@®mes in many forms. In the last five years, both the CFS and
currently under the care, control and management of th8ES have undertaken ambitious programs of equipment
Corporation of the City of Port Lincoln. replacement and station upgrades. We are committed to
The Land Management Corporation has previouslyproviding the best available equipment and training to
negotiated with council for the MFS portion of the site. volunteers. Administration in the emergency services
Council is now seeking compensation for what it perceivevolunteer sector has evolved from a system designed for
to be a loss of amenity for the land proposed for the CFS/SEBianagement by volunteers in a local government adminis-
project. SAFECOM is seeking to engage the services of thiered environment and, since the late 1990s and the introduc-
Land Management Corporation to advise and suppotion of the emergency services levy, there has been a transfer
SAFECOM and the Crown Solicitor’s Office in the processof assets from local government to state government control,
of achieving the rededication of the Crown land to me asand the requirement to conform with a host of administrative,
Minister for Emergency Services. financial and occupational health, safety and welfare
Mr PEDERICK: | refer again to Budget Paper 4, standards has placed anincreased burden on volunteers. The
Volume 1, page 4.180 regarding the new works at Porlong-term solution to this increased administrative burden is
Lincoln. Will the minister then say why the government hasto transfer this workload to paid staff.
chosen not to use the railway triangle land in Port Lincoln  Business support officers have been placed in regions to
and the available railway land opposite as the site for thassist with administrative functions. As | outlined in my
combined emergency services operations, especially givaspening statement, SAFECOM is currently preparing for
that the new site will be further from the new multi-storey presentation to me a package of measures aimed at volunteer
hotel development, and does the government have plans tecognition and employer recognition. As a government, we
sell the railway triangle land? have a role to play in not only supporting volunteers but also
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promoting and recognising the many thousands of employefaquest. Every volunteer was offered the opportunity to apply
who allow volunteers to undertake their duties. SAFECOMto the Crown for representation in preparation for and whilst
will be tasked in the next 12 months to further focus onappearing before the Coroner.
supporting volunteers, to recognise their efforts and promote In relation to stress prevention and management, volun-
their contribution in the community. teers who are involved in any emergency incident who may
In relation to expenses, following the phasing out ofexperience trauma as a result of carrying out their duty are
honorarium payments, which ended on 1 July 2006, the CF8ble to access the SPAM team. This has been patrticularly
has developed out-of-pocket expense guidelines. These werelpful throughout the period of the Wangary inquest, where
endorsed by the SAFECOM board in June 2006. Theccess was available on a 24-hour basis. The team consists
guidelines allow for payment of, subject to normal accountingf professional and peer support officers. This government
and taxation requirements, motor vehicle allowances anbdas demonstrated its commitment to reducing additional
telephone and other reimbursement of expenses incurred workloads on emergency service volunteers so that they can
carrying out the volunteer activity. | am advised that the newfocus on what they joined emergency services for in the first
out-of-pocket guidelines are working well within the CFS, instance: to deliver emergency services to their local
with a strong take-up by volunteers of the new systemgommunity and to the wider South Australian community.
particularly for motor vehicle allowances. In more recent years, the CFS and the SES have appointed
| have already spoken about the capital program within theolunteer support officers to help brigades, groups and units
CFS and SES, and | have been very pleased to open modesiith a range of tasks, including running recruitment cam-
facilities right throughout our state. The budget has seen thgaigns, and business support officers to assist volunteers with
expansion of CFS training to the tune of $2.5 million overa range of administrative activities, including purchases. The
four years. Five new training programs will be introduced,government also supports these volunteers through funding
training over 10 000 volunteers. The training programs willsupport for the South Australian Volunteer Fire Brigades
better equip volunteers with accredited rural firefightingAssociation and the South Australian State Emergency
skills, as has already been mentioned by the Chief OfficeiService Volunteers Association. These groups, which are
Mr Euan Ferguson, covering bushfire suppression, forestrfunded by the government and named in the Fire and
firefighting, firefighting in remote areas, navigation andEmergency Services Act, represent volunteers’ interests
global positioning techniques, and urban interface firefightinghrough direct representation to the emergency services
techniques. The State Emergency Service has recently beerganisations, SAFECOM or my office. These organisations
accredited as a registered training organisation. The SES willso provide a voice for volunteers through their membership
now be able to issue nationally recognised statements @in both the SAFECOM Board and the SAFECOM Advisory
attainment and qualifications against national competenciéoard.
currently provided. Volunteers involved in the SES willnow  Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | wish to continue to focus on
have qualifications that are nationally transferable and assistmergency services issues in and around Port Lincoln. The
them with employment opportunities and future developmentopposition understands that there is a plan to dispose of the
We have already mentioned the volunteer summit, whicleurrent SES site at Les Watts Drive. How does the govern-
was the volunteer voice, held in July 2006. Many of thement intend to secure the communication towers, given that
recommendations from the CFS volunteer summit have beghe SES site is now recognised as the best available com-
implemented by the Chief Officer, and a new chief officersmunications site, and the towers are not to be relocated to the
advisory council made up of CFS staff and volunteemewer site at Kirton Point?
representatives provides support and advice to CFS manage- The CHAIR: That question may be a little beyond the
ment. It allows volunteers a voice in the running of theexpenditure details, but the minister may be able to assist.
agency. We also have volunteer protection. Every effort is TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | will ask Mr Stuart
made to ensure the safety of our volunteers on duty shoulillacleod, the Acting Chief Executive of the SES, to join the
any injury occur. However, our first priority is to assist the committee.
volunteer achieve timely compensation, rehabilitation anda Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Madam Chair, just to clarify the
safe return to work. While SES volunteers are not a presituation, it is really all part of the budget line, as stated by
scribed class of volunteer under the Workers Rehabilitatiothe member for Hammond, with respect to ‘New works: Port
and Compensation Act, arrangements have been made witlncoln Fire Station’.
the government since 1988 for benefits to be paid equivalent The CHAIR: | understand that. The question was beyond
to those provided by that act. This includes payment of @he expenditure details and function relating to that. It was a
salary for time lost from paid work and reasonable medicafjuestion more suitable for other venues. However, if the
expenses. The arrangement also provides for compensatiaminister is able to assist, that is good.
to self-employed or unemployed members in receipt of Mr MACLEOD: The current facility at Les Watts Drive
unemployment benefits. is the State Emergency Service headquarters. The tower
SES volunteers are covered for any injury incurredfacilities there at the moment are exclusively second string
travelling to or from their work to an operational call-out. The State Emergency Service communication facilities. Les Watts
Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1986 a®rive, to my understanding, is not an integral part of the
amended states that an injured CFS volunteer has the saiBeuth Australian government radio network tower facilities
entittements as any other worker in South Australia. Thisand, therefore, any location of the emergency services within
includes entitlements for self-employed volunteers. CF3Port Lincoln is not dependent on Les Watts Drive. The radio
volunteers are also covered for any injury incurred travellingacilities at the Country Fire Service, the MFS and the SES
to and from their home to an operational call-out. Enormoust any facility in Port Lincoln will access the repeater towers,
support was provided to our volunteers during the inquest thathich are placed through the hills above the city.
has just concluded. The government made a commitmentto Mr PEDERICK: | refer to Budget Paper 3, pages 2.11
provide legal support to volunteers throughout the coroniahnd 2.12, ‘Justice—expenditure initiatives. South Australian
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Metropolitan Fire Service Fire Station (Southern suburbs)’ask the Chief Fire Officer of the South Australian Metropoli-
What options did the government consider in terms otan Fire Service to add to this response.
providing a fire service to Seaford and, in particular, didit Mr LUPTON: In response to the question | think there
consider the introduction of MFS firefighters to the existingare two aspects here that are possibly separate issues. The
CFS station to cover weekday shifts? Is the establishment oéference in the performance standards for inspections by
the proposed station at Seaford consistent with the sectooperational crews relates to fire safety inspections of areas of
wide service delivery standards, which are referred to apublic assembly that are on shift inspections, which is a new
SAFERS? service that we have been able to achieve to look at the
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: MrDavid Place, the fundamentalfire safety provisions inthose buildings such as
Chief Executive of SAFECOM, will respond to that question. 0vercrowding, access to exits, fire extinguishers, functional

Mr PLACE: SAFERS was a risk and resourcing method-fir® alarms and servicing of such equipment. Those are
ology model that was commenced by SAFECOM. We havstandard fire safety inspections that contribute significantly
changed the approach to that. It was a little too detailed. [0 the safé operation and occupancy of the building, but
probably would have been world-breaking research, whici/hich can be done by generalist fire fighting crews when they
we would like to continue, but it would not give us the &€ 0N shift. The intent of this is to maximise the value to the
information that we are seeking to answer this question in the°mmunity of our on-shift firefighters. L
right time frame. SAFERS is a background project that How this has been achieved through negotiations and the
SAFECOM is working on. We have replaced it with a more€nterprise agreement is that it actually puts the fire safety
pragmatic risk and resourcing review model, to which | thinkCréws outinto the community when they are on shift and, as

the minister referred in her opening statement. well as increasing the safety of the places of public assembly,
'? also helps familiarise our crews with the layouts of these

oo e et e e e ing. So. ey get  call 03 hosptalrsing e
4 y urg agartment block, nightclub, or whatever it might be, at 3 a.m.,

attention. For the last two years, we have seen significantl} . : . .
increasing response times from the Seaford brigade, and the¥éhey have had the opportunity of inspecting those premises

. ; in‘routine inspections under non-emergency circumstances,
have been several incidents where it was unable to put a cr P gency

on in areasonable time. As the minister also has outlined, t gensthﬁ%z;er fi?r'#]ifcvt\{grr"gg?ge ;r;l%fl\r;hrg?zggs arzg’z\évrzeorjs
southern suburbs has undergone a major urbanisation chanrgét P y

and is now classed mainly as a typical metropolitan typef erials might be stored. It is a proactive improvement in
suburban area, as opposed to a rural area. ire safety in premises, and it has the added benefit of

. . . familiarising fire crews with the buildings they protect, and

There is also future expansion of, | believe, 10 000 19 5150 increases the fire service profile in those communi-
20 000 homes which is planned for that area in the next fivgas__it connects them with the local community as such and
to 10 years. It is undergoing amajor transformation. We Werge seeitas a great step forward.
already having problems in that area. We had introduced oy ever, those types of inspections are quite different to
some specialist response procedures whereby MFS responqgd +ynes of inspections where fees are charged, as indicated
into that area probably more than it would normally do 10j, the increase in fees and charges. The types of inspections
cover off the short-term goal. What we are saying here is thajre more of an in-depth assessment that may be requested by
we had several trends that were all heading in the wrong,qstry where specialist fire safety staff from our community
direction. We had increasing response times, difficulty dur'ngsafety branch are employed to do these, and these go beyond
the day for the CFS in that brigade to supply crew guaranteeghq |eye| of generalist fire safety inspections. On our staff we
and also the trend of an increasing urban area requiring fbye an engineer, hazardous materials officers, specialist
expectation of immediate response. code officers who are familiar with working with the

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | refer to Budget Paper4, Australian Building Code and the fire services act, and their
Volume 1, page 4.182, subprogram 1.1: Prevention andxpertise goes beyond that level. They are requested, at times,
Community Preparedness Services. | refer specifically to then a commercial basis to provide that expertise over and

performance commentary which states that, during 2006-0&hove what would normally be expected by the taxpayer, and
the MFS has inspected an estimated 600 places of entertaifirere is a charge for that.

ment, an increase of 300 inspections or 50 per cent on the They are two quite separate functions: one is for

stated target. This increase was achieved through an initiati\@mmunity service fire safety inspections and the other is
that used operational crews to assist in the inspection processtaining the services of the MFS technical services that exist
Minister, given that the use of operational crews wouldwithin the community safety department to conduct in-depth
reduce the cost in delivering on-site inspections, and givefire safety assessments on a commercial fee-for-service basis.
that the government has announced a 37.7 per cent increapge adjustment of the second type of service is in line with
in the fees for on-site inspections, can you advise thether states; in fact, we are still one of the most affordable of
committee of the increase in net profit per on-site inspectiofhese services compared to other states in Australia. We are
and the annual impact on the budget? still less than the ACT, for example, but it was necessary for
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: All MFS fees and charges us to increase our fees in these areas to have some form of
have been increased by the approved indexation factor @bst recovery to pay for the cost of the service that the fire
4.2 per cent with the exception of the fire safety serviceservice is delivering.
hourly rate. The fire safety services hourly rate was increased In summary, | am very pleased with the outcome that we
in order to better reflect the comparative market costs ofiave achieved by getting greater utilisation of on-duty
professional services and achieve revenue measures approViedfighting crews. | think that the community is happy that
by cabinet in this budget. In addition to increasing the hourlythey are out there conducting inspections and getting to know
rate for fire safety services, two other measures were requirdde areas. There has been no increase in fees for that; that is
to be adopted to better align revenue with our target. | willjust greater utilisation. There has been an increase in fees for
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specialist inspection services that go beyond what a fire crepoint with you: last fire season there were four air cranes in
would normally deliver. How you quantify that from a budget Australia, whereas the normal arrangement has been for only
point of view, | think, is very difficult, but you would expect two air cranes. Last year, both Victoria and NAFC engaged
that, if fire crews are more familiar with the buildings, if they an additional air crane each, which brought it up to four, but
are conducting more fire safety inspections, we then end ughat was in recognition of the exceptional fire season last
with safer buildings, and we end up with a more efficientyear. However, having said that, | point out that the extra
response, and that would ultimately transpire to lower loss ofommonwealth funding allows NAFC to look at expanding

life and property. the number and type of aircraft across the board.
_The CHAIR: Thank you, Mr Lupton. Anything to add,  whilst nothing has been set in concrete, it is likely that
minister? there will be a third air crane, which will be shared, in south-
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: No. eastern Australia along the lines of the shared air crane

Mr PEDERICK: | refer to, Budget Paper 3, page 2.12, resource which was in south-eastern Australia last year. |
regard!ng a(_:-'”al firefighting. It is a series _Of questions, buteijterate that the NAFC board still has to make a final
they will be in one, and | can repeat them if necessary. Cagetermination on that. Could | also reinforce that 34 aircraft
the minister explain how the additional $4 million of state andyere contracted by NAFC last year. All of those aircraft are
federal money is to be spent on aerial firefighting, andechnically available to any member of NAFC. Obviously, it

indicate whether that will give us additional days to havewi|| depend on the operational requirements and arrange-
aircraft based in South Australia? Will the minister C0n5|derments at the time. It also depends on the ab|||ty of the

having one of the four air cranes in Australia based in SoutfRequesting jurisdiction to pay.
Australia for a large portion of the fire danger season? As a Last year, there were four occasions when the air crane

personal observa_ltic_m on aircraf_t and firefi_ghting, ' '“.‘OW tI?E’Uilvas brought to South Australia. Probably the most notable
they do a fantasup job but | believe that, in connection W.'thwas in late 2006, when an air crane was used successfully on
a couple of local fires, they should have been up in the air gy the Clare and the Onkaparinga Gorge fires. We see that
daylight the day after a big blaze to stifle scrub fires beforgy, o\ crane is most successful operationally in areas such as
they flared up again. | think they would be better up in the aithe  Mount Lofty Ranges, the Lower South-East and
than left on the ground, and perhaps this would have Savargangaroo Island. In other ,areas of the state, such as the

a hell of a lot of effort later on. .
] Flinders Ranges, the Mallee, the Upper South-East and
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | thank the member for \,yhern Eyre Peninsula, the lack of readily available

his questions. We were incredibly fortunate (I think that is the, ., qwater severely limits the operational usefulness of the
qud th"?‘t | would use) in the past bushfire season, after this, crane, particularly when it is compared with the operation-
driest winter on record, that we did not experience Some 0 effectiveness of fixed-wing aircraft, which are also easier
the losses that the eastern states suffered. South Australia %%upport logistically.

numerous geographically dispersed firefighting aircraft to | note the honourable member's comment about blackin
support the CFS’s aggressive initial attack strategy for aerialut the dav after the fire. Using hiah volume aircraft forg
firefighting in the high bushfire risk areas of the state. Th lacking otj/t is not a tra;jitionzg usge of aircraft. for two

South Australian fleet of leased aircraft is located in th ! : :
Mount Lofty Ranges, the Lower South-East, and the Lowefe2S0ns: first, when you are blacking out, there will be people
i | the ground who necessarily have to be involved, and the

Eyre Peninsula regions. Aircraft also responded to other are&%' { . \ !
y J b e of aircraft for blacking out (particularly rotary wing

of the state to assist in the control of bushfires in accordanc&®

with the risk posed to the community, significant assets, Oglrcrqft) would prob.ably. b.e done from a relati\{ely static
the environment. position. So, there is minimal or less opportunity for the

Because of the extraordinary season that we had this pag|§5]erzal of the Ioa%;)ftwater; 'ttW'” comte dO_Wk”t'h” a tsﬁream .
bushfire season, the Rann Labor government increased ae € doors open. Thatpresents a greater risk than the use o

support to the CFS. For the information of honourableN€ aircraﬂonarunni_ng fire when,generally, it.drops its load
ith a forward direction. So, there is a safety issue.

members, | have an amount here: it was a total of $2 milliorfV i ) X
for 2007-08 in relation to the NAFC arrangements. The total  Probably more importantly, without ruling out the use of
amount for this past season is thus far $5.725 million, evefhese aircraft for blacking out, itis not a really effective tool
though, as | said before, we were fortunate to not suffer somf@r blacking out because, invariably, if there are logs and
of the bushfires and resultant losses that we saw in the easté&#imps, it will not get into all the nooks and crannies, but it
states. To best explain the arrangements, it is important ¢l certainly help. We have been trialling the use of helicop-
note that South Australia is a member of the National Aeriafers for mopping up (it is a technique called heli-mopping),
Firefighting Centre. The Chief Officer of the CFS, Mr Euan but it needs to be recognised that it is very expensive. Our
Ferguson, has just finished his term as the chair, but he is askXperience has been that it will cover only the surface burning
to further explain our arrangements with NAFC, Madammaterials and thatitis not as efficient as having crews on the
Chair. ground. Itis certainly not a proven technique; it is something
Mr FERGUSON: If | could just clarify, the question that we are continuing to trial and something that is much
referred to $4 million of additional funding; that is actually more expensive than the traditional use of firefighters on the
not correct. For South Australia there has historically bee@round for blacking out.
about $1 million spent on the national aerial firefighting Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Minister, following on from the
agreement. For 2007-08, it will be a total of $2 million, so it advice the Chief Officer has provided the committee, there
has doubled. That relates to a doubling of the federalvas mention of a proposal for a fifth air crane to be located
contribution. Prior to 2007-08 the federal contribution wasin the country for this coming fire season, and it was
$5.5 million; this coming year it will be $10 million, soithas proposed that it would be a shared resource. Given the fact
virtually doubled. This allows us to increase the generathat last summer a fourth air crane was a shared resource,
number of resources across Australia. Can | clarify a furthedoes it means that, if we get a fifth helicopter, there will be
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two shared resources and that the fourth one will be taken upance are all passed on to SA Water. | would not be in any

by a particular state? position to make any comment as to whether additional
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: The Chief Officer of the resources are required. | might further add that the fire
Country Fire Service will clarify that for the member. services acknowledge that it is partly a fire service responsi-

Mr FERGUSON: | apologise; | probably did not explain bility to practise setting up hydrants from fire plugs, so there
myself clearly enough. The normal arrangements, througts an element of sharing in making sure that the fire plugs are
NAFC, have been for two air cranes to be in Australia. Lasbperational. But probably the best answer to that question
year, because of the abnormal season, NAFC moved twould be from SA Water, Madam Chair.
introduce a supplementary aircraft. The Victorian government Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | refer to Budget Paper 4,
also paid for an additional aircraft, so that meant that ther&olume 1, page 4.197, and to the program ‘Net costs of
were four aircraft last fire season. If we pursue a normal firgroviding services—total’, and to the subprogram results over
season arrangement again, we will go back to two air cranethe pages, to page 4.200. Can the minister advise how much
So, the normal arrangement is for two air cranes nationallythe CFS budget was supplemented in the 2006-07 year for the
What I have alluded to is that the additional funding from theearlier start to the fire season? Can the minister advise why
commonwealth government now allows the NAFC board tdhere has again been an overspend in the 2006-07 year on all
entertain a supplementary air crane under an arrangeme@fS subprograms?
similar to that involving the supplementary air crane lastyear, TheHon. CARMEL ZOLL O: The member is obviously
but to do so for the 2007 fire season and fire seasongferring to an explanation of variances as detailed within the
thereatfter. performance commentary for subprogram 1.3, Response

On the proviso that the NAFC board and the common<Services, that the CFS managed fewer emergency incidents
wealth endorsed that course of action, we would foresee thrée 2006-07 than expected. It should be noted, however, that
air cranes in south-eastern Australia in the 2007-08 fir¢he severity of several major incidents during the period
season. The location of the supplementary resource is stilecember 2006 to January 2007 resulted in significant
being discussed. However, there has been recent discussiworkloads for the CFS, including major fires at Bookmark
between Victoria and South Australia about that supplemer(tnear Waikerie), Mount Bold, Clare and Onkaparinga. As
tary air crane being located in western Victoria. Again, aexplained in that footnote, the government funded an
number of these arrangements are still in the middle days @fdditional five aerial firefighting aircraft for the 2006-07
planning, and they have to be endorsed by the NAFC boardushfire season due to the increased bushfire risk associated
and then endorsed by the commonwealth government. with the dry conditions. As we all know, these aircraft were
reiterate that, at the moment, we know that there is sufficienput to good use, with 138 incidents requiring aerial fire-
funding and arrangements and contracts in place for two afighting support. The increased use of aircraft to assist
cranes. There is a possibility of a third shared air crane yet teolunteer firefighters on the ground has contributed to 94 per
be confirmed. cent of wildfires being contained to five hectares.

Mr PEDERICK: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, In relation to other variances: as detailed within the
page 4.180, minor works. Which agency is responsible for thperformance commentary for subprogram 4—Recovery
maintenance of fire plugs, and are the CFS and MFS of th8ervices—the CFS continues to provide critical incident
view that the plugs are maintained to an adequate standardsitress debriefings to a large number of volunteers. A greater
both metropolitan and regional South Australia? If they arenumber of incident stress debriefings occurred in 2005-06 due
of areasonable standard, why did brigade captains in the CR8 the coronial inquest of the Wangarry bushfires. As per that
need to ring landholders to find out which fire plugs werefootnote, the critical incident stress debriefing follow-up
accessible and useable? performance indicator has been reworded to clarify and

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | thank the member for reinforce that all such incidents are followed up.
his question. | can advise the member in relation to this issue In relation to normal fire investigations in which only
that a meeting was held on 5 July 2006 regarding stre€d0 per cent are anticipated to be the final cause of fire, it
hydrant maintenance in Murray Bridge. | am assuming thashould be noted that formal investigations are only undertak-
the honourable member—being the member for Hammond-en when the cause of fire is not immediately apparent. In
may well be asking this question in relation to his area. Thenost cases, the cause of fire is determined on site and no
meeting was attended by representatives of the Country Fifarther formal investigation is required. | will also ask Mr
Service, Metropolitan Fire Service, SA Water and localEuan Ferguson, the chief officer of the CFS, to add to my
government. SA Water is the responsible agency that iexplanation.
currently investigating and considering their position with  Mr FERGUSON: Just to supplement the minister’s
regard to a memorandum of understanding which was signegsponse: prior to the onset of the fire season in 2006-07, CFS
in October 2005 between the South Australia Country Firdriefed the minister and government on the potential for
Service and SA Water. The discussion between the firadditional activity. As a result of those briefings, the govern-
services and SA Water is ongoing. | do not think there isment did actually provide additional funding—and we might
anything else we need to add, except to say we are very muttave to take that on notice in order to provide details of the
aware of this issue. exact amount of that additional funding.

Mr PEDERICK: Do either of the agencies think there  The outcome of the additional funding provided by
needs to be more work done with regard to the readiness gbvernment prior to the 2006-07 fire season allowed the CFS

fire plugs and making sure they are accessible? to engage two extra fixed-wing firebombers for the Mount
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Mr Euan Ferguson would Lofty Ranges, two extra fixed-wing firebombers in the Upper
like to respond to that. and Lower South-East and one medium helicopter, which was

Mr FERGUSON: We get regular reports from brigades based in the Mount Lofty Ranges. Arrangements were made
of locations where fire plugs are in need of maintenance. Wihrough the Community Emergency Services Fund, the Under
have an MOU with SA Water. Those requests for mainteTreasurer and the minister for an ability to engage other
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aircraft from the national aerial firefighting fleet. The cost ofit will see changes in our volunteer profile and the availability
those aircraft would be made up at the end of the financiadf volunteers. We are very concerned about the impact on
year. In fact, the CFS aircraft budget was overspent to a valueolunteers. | should say that during the 2006-07 fire danger
of approximately $3.2 million at the end of the financial year.season, when we also flagged the impact on volunteer
In the final days of the last financial year, there was a budgetvailability, the government moved to provide additional
transfer from the Community Emergency Services Fund tdunding to the Department for Environment and Heritage. As
CFS of $3.2 million. CFS also flagged with government thata result, they employed an additional 25 firefighters. We see
there would be higher than normal costs for suppressiothat as typical of the sort of response that could be considered
activities, in particular for the cost of firefighting plant— to the potential increase in the workload of volunteers. The
bulldozers, graders, and so on—and for overtime costs farrangements were put in place last year in a very short
paid personnel. They also contribute to the end of yeaperiod of time, so the government has a track record of being
financial position of the CFS. quite responsive in this regard.

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Mr David Place, Chief The situation is being monitored closely. As at about one
Executive of SAFECOM, also wants to say something.  week ago, a number of areas of the state have been seento be

Mr PLACE: | want to add to Euan’s comments about moving towards a more normal rainfall pattern over the last
what was funded. The actual figure was $1.3 million—six to eight months; however, significant areas of the state
$900 000 for increased aerial activity and $400 000 for othe¢particularly some of the pastoral and cropping areas) are
general firefighting increases. showing early signs of severe moisture stress. This could

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Do the forward estimates signal an early start to the fire season. | think it is too early
include any assumptions in relation to the impact of droughto make that call, but at the meeting last Thursday of the
or climate change? Drought Task Force the bureau said that the weather patterns

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Clearly, it is something over the next 10 days could be quite significant in terms of
on which we keep a watching brief in relation to the Countryrainfall, particularly over those agricultural areas. | reinforce
Fire Service and the service it delivers to our community. that this is something that the CFS monitors fortnightly as do
should put some key points on the record. As has alreadyany agencies within government. We will advise the
been said by Mr Ferguson, preparation has commenced minister and the government when we believe there is some
planning for the 2007-08 fire danger season. Lessons learnedrtainty about the commencement of the 2007-08 fire danger
from challenges faced during the 2006-07 fire danger seas@eason.
and a gap analysis of outcomes has determined that climate Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | will now read the omnibus
change and ongoing drought are likely to become majoquestions onto the record:
factors in determining the success of CFS programs and 1. Will the minister provide a detailed breakdown of the
activities. Climatology reports are predicting significantbaseline data that was provided to the Shared Services
ramifications, including but not limited to earlier onset of fire Reform Office by each department or agency reporting to the
seasons, more intense fire behaviour, a decreased availabilitynister, including the current total cost of the provision of
of water supplies for firefighting, a reduced quality of potablepayroll, finance, human resource, procurement, records
water, a loss of volunteers in country areas and a greatenanagement and information technology services in each
potential for community relationship difficulties. department or agency reporting to the minister, as well as the

These impacts will have a compounding effect on CFSull-time equivalent staffing numbers involved?
operations and, of course, could lead to greater difficulty in 2. Will the minister provide a detailed breakdown of the
responding effectively. Hence, the increase in the probabilitgxpenditure on consultants and contractors in 2006-07 for all
of greater property losses and life threat. The CFS hadepartments and agencies reporting to the minister listing the
developed a discussion paper on the potential impacts ofame of the consultant and contractor, cost, work undertaken,
climate change and ongoing drought for dissemination to thand method of appointment?

CFS strategic leadership group and agencies working closely 3. For each department or agency reporting to the minister
with the CFS in fire prevention and management. This willhow many surplus employees are there as at 30 June 2007
help to inform and stimulate planning to meet and manage thand, for each surplus employee, what is the title or classifica-
impacts in 2007-08 and beyond. The Country Fire Servicéion of the employee and the total employment cost (TEC) of
Chief, Mr Ferguson, is a member of the Premier’'s droughthe employee?

task force, which was recently briefed on the issue. | willask 4. In the financial year 2005-06 for all departments and
Mr Ferguson to provide more information to the committee,agencies reporting to the minister, what underspending on
but, as | said, we keep a very close watching brief on thiprojects and programs was not approved by cabinet for
issue. carryover expenditure in 2006-077?

Mr FERGUSON: | suppose the question is whetherthe 5. For all departments and agencies reporting to the
effects we are seeing are drought or long-term climateninister, what is the estimated or actual level of under-
change. | do not think anyone really knows that, but therexpenditure for 2006-07; and has cabinet already approved
seems to be a certain trend globally of Mediterraneamny carryover expenditure into 2007-08, and, if so, how
climates becoming drier and the result is more intense anchuch?
longer fire danger seasons. The drought task force meets 6. (i) What was the total number of employees with a total
fortnightly and a report is provided by me at each meetingemployment cost of $100 000 or more per employee and, as
In respect of the impacts on South Australia, we are looking subcategory, what was the total number of employees with
very strategically at what could happen in the future.a total employment cost of $200 000 or more per employee
Certainly, if we take the lessons of what is occurring in afor all departments and agencies reporting to the minister as
number of European states and countries, potentially we witht 30 June 2007?
see some significant changes in land use and demographics.(ii) Between 30 June 2006 and 30 June 2007, will the
That will resultin changes in risk. From a CFS point of view minister list the job title and total employment cost of each
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position with a total estimated cost of $100 000 or more: (a) as | mentioned earlier, the funding received from the
which has been abolished; and (b) which has been created? emergency services agencies for the road crash rescue,
7. For the years 2005-06 and 2006-07 will the minister Which was a one-off figure; and
provide a breakdown of expenditure on all grants adminis: an increased impact of savings allocated during the
tered by all departments and agencies reporting to the 2005-06 bilaterals for the centralisation of the equipment
minister listing the name of the grant recipient, the amount purchases of $50 000.
of the grant, the purpose of the grant and whether the grant The CHAIR: The time having expired, | declare the
was subject to a grant agreement as required by Treasureggamination of the proposed payments adjourned to later this
Instruction No. 157 day.
8. For all capital works projects listed in Budget Paper 5 )
that are the responsibility of the minister, will the minister list [Sitting suspended from 1.02 to 2 p.m]
the total amount spent to date on each project?
The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: We could respond to
some of those questions, but we will be gracious and not take
up the time of the committee. We will take those questions

on notice. Department for Correctional Services, $159 845 000
Mr PEDERICK: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1,
page 4.209, program net costs and services summary total. Departmental Advisers:

Will the minister provide an explanation for the $1.1 million  Mr P. Severin, Chief Executive, Department for Correc-
overspend by the SES for 2006-07, and can she explain whibnal Services.

the budget for 2007-08 is still less than the total eXpenditUre Mr A. Martin’ Director, Finance and Asset Services.

for 2005-06 and 2006-07?

The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | will ask Mr David The CHAIR: | declare the proposed payments open for
Place, the Chief Executive of SAFECOM to respond. examination and refer members to the Portfolio Statement,

Mr PLACE: | assume you are asking why the 2006-07Volume 1, pages 4.146 to 4.159. Minister, do you have an
budget is lower than the 2005-06 actual? opening statement to make?

Mr PEDERICK: | am referring to the $1.1 million TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: The Department for

overspend by the SES for 2006-07 and asking why the budg&orrectional Services continues to face a range of challenges
is still less than the total expenditure for 2005-06 andVhich have to be practically addressed and responsibly
2006-07. managed. Over the last 12 months there has been a rise in
Mr PLACE: The 2006-07 estimated result is prisoner numbers and, although there is a range of reasons for
- . - - . — this development, the government'’s tough stance on crime
$1.072 million higher than the 2006-07 budget. | will give E/ill continue. The government is very mindful that Correc-

you some of the major factors that have contributed to that, X h
There was the transfer of funds from capital to operating a lonal Services must be approp_rlately resourceq to manage the
|cheased demand and meet its statutory obligations.

a result of changes made to the capitalisation policies a In last s budaet th i d th
requested by the Auditor-General. The quantum of that was n 1ast years budget the government announce N
$300 000, so that is just a change of accounting poIicieﬁnStrUCt'on of several new prisons at Mobilong and Cavan,
Some funding was received from other emergency servic come on line in 2011. Fund|_ng was approved for the
agencies for the Road Crash Rescue Challenge, for whi fgcruitment of consultants to assist with the development of
SES was the coordinating agency. There was an increase %n.d.e.r documents and.the .tender process 1o procure those
the depreciation allowance granted during the 2006-07 midacilities under a public-private partnership model. The
year budget review of $120 000: and a $370 000 write-off 0 acilities will be financed and constructed by the private
assets that occurred as a result of the change in the asSEEton W'IT ICUSIO?'al s;:wces tltw)emg dellvergd by the ¢
capitalisation policies. There was a transfer of commonwealtgove;nme:‘t' bam P ealset d(') S% 1 1aH € new ?hr 'SOQ [?II’OJGC
support package funds from the Department of the Premij? on target to be compieted in - MIoWever, (né challenge

and Cabinet to SES of $226 000; and a range of other min F"C.ed by th_e_ _department in the mea”“”.‘e is to.ensufe that
adjustments such as increases from wage and salary Supp?é(_lstlng facilities are able to manage the_lncreasmg prisoner
umbers over the next few years until the new prisons

mentation of $26 000, offset by decreases in fuel funding opecome operational in 2011
$11 000 and the take-up of work safety staffing in the ou With this budget, the government will fund an additional

years of $40 000. . .
. . . 125 prison beds throughout the state. A total of $24.5 million
tha'\rf{hzlzt(?ti:qéfléz'n\é\{thgr(Iesfg]rez%ljc)dSQ{gg21rn?10%(_)%?08;|1)| less will be spent over the next four years, with $8.8 million
P X ’ . allocated for the 2007-08 financial year. This is a responsible
MR PLACE: The 2007-08 net cost to services budgetisyng appropriate response to the increases in prisoner num-
$548 000 lower than the 2006-07 estimated result, chieflyers The Department for Correctional Services continues to
comprised of reductions and expenses that occurred asygyrk closely with other criminal justice agencies to plan for

result of: ' o ~ future demand, and we will continue to responsibly manage
- the cessation of a number of activities that receivedhe necessary law and order initiatives for the state.
funding specifically in the 2006-07 financial year; The government is committing $3 million over four years

increasing savings impacts, including the write-off ofto upgrade and renew community corrections offices to meet
assets as a result of changes in the asset recognitidine increased demand and provide a safe environment for
policies (that has a one year impact isolated to the 2006-0dommunity correctional staff. New offices will be leased in
budget and therefore does not contribute to the 2006-0/Port Pirie, and offices will be upgraded in Noarlunga. Over
budget), the quantum of which was $370 000; four years, $3.8 million will be spent on the upgrade of prison
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security systems. South Australia is renowned for its highriginal offenders from the APY lands. Can the minister advise
electronic security standards in prisons. Ongoing investmentho prepared the feasibility study and the business case, and
into electronic systems ensures that state-of-the-art securityhether decisions have been made as to whether or not a
is maintained and prison escapes are prevented. This iscarrectional facility will be built on the lands?
significant community safety initiative. The governmenthas TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: That issue has been
allocated $200 000 to undertake a feasibility study into theeferred to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconcili-
use of assisted global positioning satellite technology for thetion. | will ask the Chief Executive, Mr Severin, to comment
surveillance of offenders. The work should provide importanturther.
information with regard to pOSSible enhanced electronic Mr SEVERIN: The department was funded to undertake
surveillance of offenders. o a feasibility study into the possible establishment of a low
_ As members are all aware, the administration of correcsecurity correctional facility on the APY lands. That feasibili-
tional services is particularly difficult and not without ty study (which was made publicly available) concluded that
incidents and occurrences. What is important is that thénere are some options that are worthy of further consider-
government remains responsive to ensure that correctionglion in relation to providing these services directly on the
services contribute to increased community safety. Followingands. However, it needs to be realised that those services
comprehensive investigations into a range of unfortunatgnpose a significant financial requirement and also require
occurrences in the last 12 months, the government has begpme significant logistical issues to be resolved, not the least
swift to initiate appropriate action to prevent offendersof which is the provision of water. As trivial as it might
profiteering from their notoriety, ensuring that inappropriatesound, that certainly has proved to be one of the hurdles that
medication is not prescribed to offenders, and making it ajyas encountered, with respect to the feasibility study, in
offence for Correctional Services staff to engage in inapprogonsultation with the local communities and looking at the
priate transactions with offenders. These actions are a stronggistics of establishing such a building.
policy response to issues that have arisen in our correctional” st this time, as the minister outlined, the matter has been
system, and that is what responsible government is all aboUte e to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Reconcili-
Following passage (unamended) in the Legislative Councilygion, for consideration in the context of whole of government
the House of Assembly will soon consider changes to thg,itiatives for the lands. However, with the approval of
Correctional Services Act to back up our strong stand.  4qgitional beds for the existing correctional system this
__ Another important crime prevention and community safetyinancial year, a provision has been made to establish 10 low
initiative is the establishment of the Police Correctionssecrity heds within the perimeter of the Port Augusta prison
Section, a joint group between SAPOL and the Departmerih, ragditional Aboriginal men. While that does not move the
for Correctional Services that will gather and managegijity to the APY lands, nevertheless, from a correctional
mtelhgence and investigate criminal activity within correc- 5yministrator's point of view, it provides us with an oppor-
tions. _ tunity to manage traditional Aboriginal men in culturally

In closing, | acknowledge the hard and dedicated worky, e appropriate circumstances than we are currently able to
undertaken by staff in the Department for Correctionaly,
Services. That often goes unrecognised. On a day-to-day Mr GOLDSWORTHY: What level of funding has been

basis important services are delivered and _mamtamed throu{%;ovi ded in this budget for any further works on this project?
the dedication of management and staff in the department. The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | in refer th i
This deserves acknowledgment. With the budget for th eron. - lagainreterthe question

2007-08 financial year, the government continues to fund th Mr Severin. _ . ) .
administration of correctional services for South Australiain Mr SEVERIN: There is no funding, as no funding was

a reliable and responsible manner. provided previously directly to the department. We obtained
The CHAIR: Member for Kavel, do you have an opening funding from a fund held in the Treasury department for
statement? ' investigation of possible future infrastructure projects at the

Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | do not have a formal opening time. So, no additional funding is provided in this budget for
statement, but | wish to make some comments. | want téha_tinitiative. However, there are other_initiativgs, of course,
acknowledge that the correctional services sector is unddfhich relate to the APY lands service delivery by the
particular pressure. The issues with respect to the remarftfPartment which are fully funded. _ _
centre and the women'’s prison have been problems for quite M GOLDSWORTHY: Taking into consideration the
a period of time and, unfortunately, the government has nd@gistics which require attention and all the operational
addressed them until recently. We certainly understand th&spects which need to be investigated, and so on, has any
the government has form on these issues, particularly iime line been provided for when this facility might be
relation to health, education, water and so on. Howeve@perational in the lands?
notwithstanding that, the opposition will be keenly monitor- TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: As | said to the member
ing matters as they progress in terms of the development gfreviously, this matter has been referred to the Minister for
the new correctional services facilities in the coming yearsAboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation, and it will be looked

| refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.152, Prograrat in the future as part of a whole lot of other initiatives on the
performance information, Program 2: Custodial Services. Onkands.
of the program’s objectives is to provide adequate secure MsBEDFORD: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1,
accommodation at the appropriate level. The Department gfage 4.148, Investing payments summary: New Works. In the
the Premier and Cabinet issued a report in February 200minister’s opening address she referred to the challenges
entitled ‘Progress on the APY lands’. The report states thaaced by the department to manage increased prisoner
a feasibility study has been undertaken into the developmemiumbers. Can the minister outline the initiatives that are in
of a low security correctional facility on the lands as anplace to manage prison bed space within existing facilities
alternative to imprisonment for certain categories of Abo-until the new prisons become operational in 20117
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TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | thank the member for families of their decisions affecting a prisoner. At present
her important question and for raising this matter. As Ithere are over 450 victims of crime who have chosen to
previously mentioned, the additional prison facilities atregister with the department to receive its services and
Murray Bridge are scheduled to be commissioned in 2011support. These numbers have steadily increased in recent
and will provide the department with the capacity andyears. There were only 380 victims of crime registered in
flexibility to respond to changes in prisoner numbers beyondpril 2005.
that time. However, the current challenge is to ensure that Inthe past few weeks, the department has had discussions
existing facilities are able to manage the increasing prisonewith the Commissioner for Victims of Crime to strengthen
numbers that will occur in the meantime whilst maintainingand improve the services that the department can offer to
the department’s commitment to operating a safe, securgictims of crime. As a result of those discussions, a represen-
humane, flexible and effective system. tative of victims will be invited to participate in a departmen-

| can advise that the department is well advanced in thigal executive committee that oversees strategy and programs
matter. A detailed bed space management strategy has beaamespect of rehabilitation. A representative of victims will
developed that will meet requirements over the next twde invited to a biannual forum to discuss and advise on
years. That involves the introduction of extra prison beds inmatters affecting victims. Procedures on any leave programs
existing cells where it is appropriate to do so. Funding hasor a prisoner will be reviewed and strengthened to reduce the
been provided for an additional 125 beds in 2007-08. Th@ossibility of administrative oversight in consulting victims,
funding consists of about $3.368 million for investmentand the department will work with the Commissioner for
related expenditure and $5.46 million for recurrent relatedvictims of Crime to review training programs provided to
expenditure. staff regarding the department’s responsibilities to victims.

Ongoing recurrent funding to cover operating costs has | also advise that legislation is proposed that will enable
also been provided. In addition to the 125 extra beds, 12 extithe victim of an offender on a community-based order to
beds established at the Adelaide Women'’s Prison in 2006-0&pply to receive certain information regarding the offender.
are expected to be operational from this month. A number of he government will fund an additional full-time position to
the 125 beds have already been, or are about to be, introducasisist the department with the expected extra workload, and
in full consultation with staff and the Public Service Associa-the filling of the position will be a priority over the next few
tion. The beds include five beds in B division at Yatalaweeks. In addition to the department’s services to victims, the
Labour Prison, 16 extra beds at the Adelaide Remand Centgovernment also has a Ministerial Victims of Crime Advisory
(increasing capacity from 247 to 263), 20 beds at MounCommittee, which targets victims’ issues and provides
Gambier Prison and 84 extra beds at Port Augusta Prison practical outcomes to help victims of crime. The department
Green Bush, Blue Bush, Wattle and Spinifex units. Imple-has a representative on this committee. | am encouraged by
mentation of the strategy could not occur without the supporthe department’s overall efforts in meeting the needs of
of prison management, custodial staff and the PSA. | take thigictims. The department is doing very many good things and
opportunity to thank and congratulate them for their ongoingt is continuing to improve the services that we offer to
assistance, cooperation and tremendous support. victims of crime.

Mr PICCOL O: My question relates to victims of crime, MsBEDFORD: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1,
and | note an announcement by the Attorney-General in thpage 4.150, Program 1: Rehabilitation and Reparation. Would
past 24 to 48 hours regarding some new legislation. | refer tthe minister care to comment on the delivery and provision
Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.149, Program 1: Rehabilef education to Aboriginal prisoners in the prison system?
tation and Reparation. Victims of crime are an important TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | thank the member for
focus for this government. Can the minister outline theFlorey for her important question and for giving me the
victims support process employed by the Department foopportunity to comment on the matter. Aboriginal people in
Correctional Services? the criminal justice system are greatly over-represented. The

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | thank the member for latest statistics show that in South Australia 21 per cent of
Light for raising this matter. At the outset may | say that theprisoners are of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander descent.
government is absolutely committed to meeting the needs dflany Aboriginal people come into our prisons with signifi-
victims of crime and the Department for Correctionalcant gaps and deficits in their education and training experi-
Services, as part of the justice process, plays an importaehces. Many have not completed high school and few have
part of the government’s victims strategy. The department hasndertaken, or are undertaking, tertiary studies. This experi-
a victims services unit which not only provides information ence is consistent with other Australian correctional jurisdic-
to victims about prisoners who have committed crimegions. The Department for Correctional Services is committed
against them, but also provides individual victims with theto assist in the rehabilitation of indigenous people, and it has
opportunity to influence the prisoner’s conditions of releasealirected considerable effort and attention to the education
and coordinate the department’s victim-offender mediatiorprogram.
program. The department also offers a victim awareness Following a period of consultation and negotiation, the
program which is specifically designed to raise a prisoner'®epartment for Correctional Services and the Department of
awareness of the impact of crime generally. The prograrkurther Education, Employment, Science and Technology
provides an opportunity for offenders to acknowledge theentered into an agreement that transferred responsibility for
impact of their crime on victims, including the wider the delivery of Aboriginal prisoner educational services to the
community. Department for Correctional Services. Prior to that agree-

The government requires both the department’s prisonenent, these services had been provided by the Department of
assessment committee, which is responsible for decisioriaurther Education, Employment, Science and Technology.
concerning a prisoner’s sentence plan, and the Parole Boarthe services in question were transferred in December 2006.
which determines a prisoner’s eligibility for parole and theirUnder the agreement, the Department of Further Education,
parole conditions, to consider the impact on victims and theiEmployment, Science and Technology will provide funding
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of $100 000 over a 12-month period and, in return, theand 30 years. In considering private sector participation in
Department for Correctional Services will deliver public services, the South Australian government must be
10 000 curriculum hours of service to Aboriginal prisoners.satisfied that the following key criteria are met:

Since assuming responsibility for delivery, the Department Private sector involvement delivers a net benefit to
for Correctional Services has appointed specific educatiogovernment, having regard to the risks of the project,
staff to work with Aboriginal prisoners. There are specialisedcompared with traditional public sector delivery;
teaching staff at the Adelaide Remand Centre, the Adelaide The risks associated with the project are clearly identified
Women'’s Prison, Port Augusta, Port Lincoln, Mobilong andand allocated to the parties best able to manage those risks;
Yatala Labour Prison for the delivery of Aboriginal educa-- Projects are subject to a competitive bidding process, with
tion. The department has also taken steps to ensure that ditect negotiations entered into only under a limited set of
prison education staff have been involved in cross-culturatircumstances; and
awareness training to reflect on and learn about working with  Probity is maintained during all phases of the process.
indigenous people. Itis proposed at this stage that the PPP contract for the new

| am pleased to say that Aboriginal prisoners are nowprison project will be for 25 years. These facilities will
enrolled in registered training programs, particularly thosenclude a 150-cell new women'’s prison to replace the existing
associated with literacy and numeracy skill development. 192-cell Adelaide women’s prison; a 760-cell new men’s
the period from January to May 2007, 157 Aboriginal prison to replace the existing 341-cell Yatala Labour Prison;
prisoners have enrolled in education and training programsind an 80-bed new pre-release centre, with 60 male and 20
During that period, the department has delivered 8 86iemale beds, to replace the existing 60-bed (males only)
curriculum hours, which far exceeds the requirements of thédelaide Pre-release Centre. The new women'’s prison and
agreement with the Department of Further Educationnew men'’s prison will be located on government-owned land
Employment, Science and Technology. | am advised thaddjacent and south of the existing Mobilong prison, and
Aboriginal prisoners have confidence in the program, and thipresents the department with a number of potential efficiency
is demonstrated by the number of Aboriginal prisonersoptions by sharing services between the three facilities.
seeking enrolment. A suitable education standard is con- The new pre-release centre will be located on government-
sidered to be essential if prisoners leaving prison are to avoiowned land in Goldsborough Road, Cavan. The estimated
reoffending. This is especially so for those who have notapital cost of these three facilities is in the order of
achieved even the basic levels of education. The increasé#38 million. Construction is anticipated to commence in
number of Aboriginal prisoners who are now taking educa2009, at this stage, with completion in 2011. Collocation of
tion should result in reduced reoffending and a safethree prisons at Mobilong—one existing and two new—

community. obviously provides maximum opportunities for economies of
The CHAIR: I understand the member for Mitchell seeks scale for their operation. The existing 61- hectare prison
the indulgence of the chair with a question. precinct on Grand Junction Road, Yatala/Northfield, will be

Mr HANNA: Yes, | do, thank you, Madam Chair. | refer available for alternative use. It is proposed that there will be
to the dot points in the first part of Program 1: Rehabilitationregional development opportunities for Murray Bridge. All
and reparation, which is set out on page 4, point 150. | readilthree prisons—existing Mobilong plus the two new facili-
acknowledge that the minister may wish to take this orties—uwill continue the government policy to ‘buy local’
notice. In respect of each of the programs referred to in thosehere possible (an additional $12 million per annum);
dot points, can the minister please specify the programsncreased population through the relocation of Corrections
specify the dollar allocation to each program, and the numbestaff and their families; secure long-term employment of over
of prisoners expected to take part in each program? If thB50 staff in the three prisons; and the two new prisons will
minister could also indicate which programs are discontinuethtroduce an additional $27 million per annum in salaries and
in those areas, which ones are new, | would be grateful. wages into the local community.

The CHAIR: Are you referring to the dot points in the Ecologically sustainable development principles will be
performance indicators? used throughout the new prisons; that is, solar hot water and

Mr HANNA: | refer to the dot points in the first box lighting, recycled water, energy-efficient design and building
under program 1. It refers to the objectives and a series aghaterials. The Chief Executive of the Department for

general descriptions or programs. Correctional Services, Mr Severin, is to chair an interdepart-
The CHAIR: Minister, are you able to provide any mental government services group to investigate the effect of
information? the new prison infrastructure near Murray Bridge. A

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Madam Chair, we do not community consultative committee will be established to
have that level of detail here, so we will have to take that orensure that matters of concern to the local communities have
notice. a focus for communication with the project team that will be

Mr PEDERICK: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, established.
page 4.147, targets and highlights. In respect of target Mr SEVERIN: In relation to the detailed time lines, in
2007-08, what are the key milestones for the new prisonaddition to the information that the minister provided, we
project, and which milestones have so far been achievedtave a full group of consultants on board to project manage
Further, what is the term of the private-public partnership?the technical consultants for this project. The current

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Perhaps | will commence timetable has been revised. The overall period for the project
with some background, and then Mr Severin may wish to adtias not changed; however, within that period there are some
some comments. In the 2006-07 budget, the South Australiaslight adjustments in relation to different phases. The current
government approved the procurement of three new prisoran provides for a market-sounding exercise to be undertak-
via a public-private partnership (PPP) contract. In a PPn in July-August for interested consortia. An expression of
contract, the private sector finances, designs, builds andterest process will commence in October to identify
maintains the facility, generally for a period of between 25interested consortia and those capable of tendering for this



3 July 2007 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 169

project. We will narrow those down to two or three consortia,programs are now scheduled throughout 2007 in South
who will be invited to tender for the project. It is anticipated Australia, Western Australia and the Northern Territory. The
that the contract will be finalised by the end of 2008, inevaluation and preliminary work related to the ongoing
accordance with the original time lines that were issued lagtustainability of the project commenced in our 2007-08
year. As the minister outlined, construction will commencetargets. It is intended that the family violence program will
in 2009. form the basis of the activities of the remote areas programs
The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Investment in this new for 2007-08. Future plans include the development of
infrastructure will allow the government of South Australia programs that address anger management and substance
to increase the Department for Correctional Services prisoabuse, and it is anticipated that the number of programs
bed capacity, providing flexibility in prison management anddelivered will increase in 2007-08. Further consideration by
sentencing options. It will replace the outdated and inefficienthe three participating jurisdictions to the sustainability of the
Yatala Labour and Adelaide Women’s prisons and reducprograms past December 2008 will continue.
operating costs associated with inefficient infrastructure. It Mr PEDERICK: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1,
will provide appropriate treatment and conditions forpage 4.147. To date, how much has the government spent on
prisoners and improve opportunities for the rehabilitation othe new prisons project, including development of the
prisoners, providing safer communities through reducedusiness case and the tendering process? Does the govern-
recidivism. ment still expect the total cost of the project to be
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | refer to Budget Paper4, $517 million and is that the lifetime cost of the project?
Volume 1, page 4.155, the income statement: income, TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | will ask Mr Severin to
commonwealth revenues. | understand that the Departmergspond.
for Correctional Services has funding through the Family Mr SEVERIN: The department has spent approximately
Violence Prevention Program to develop and trial culturally$750 000 over three years in relation to various stages of the
and linguistically sensitive programs for Anangu men in thepreparation of the business case. The budget allocated
areas of family violence, anger management and substanaggernally last financial year for the commencement of the
abuse. My question has three parts: can the minister advigeoject, after it was approved by government, is in the order
of the progress of this study; what is the cope of the study, iof $450 000, which mainly comprises consulting fees. The
particular whether ‘family violence’ includes child sexual total budget for project management involvement over the life
abuse; and is the program likely to be affected by theof this projectis in the order of $4.5 million. Those funds are
extension of the Mullighan inquiry or the commonwealthto procure the facilities and manage the project. Obviously,

initiative on Aboriginal child sexual abuse? there will be additional budgetary requirements for the
The CHAIR: Is that within your portfolio, minister? commissioning of the new facilities and the transitioning of
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Yes, thank you. our operation from the Northfield precinct to Murray Bridge
The CHAIR: | was not clear from the question whether and Cavan.

it was within your portfolio; | was just clarifying that. Mr PEDERICK: As a supplementary question, apart

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: By way of background, from, say, some commissioning costs, will it still be within
as has been mentioned, the Department for Correction#the $517 million total cost for the two sites?
Services was successful in attracting commonwealth funding Mr SEVERIN: The estimate for the project cost is
to establish a program team in Alice Springs to providecertainly still the same. However, we need to separate the
rehabilitation services and programs to offenders in thanticipated cost of procuring the facility under a public-
central Australian communities of South Australia, Westerrprivate partnership from the costs involved in managing the
Australia and the Northern Territory. Funding of $1.5 million project, which are part of the costs provided in the forward
was provided over two years, with approximately $675 00@stimates. The other costs are obviously based on an estimate
allocated in the first year. The remote areas programs arethat was arrived at as part of the business case, and they will
cross-border initiative between South Australia, the Northeribe confirmed by establishing the public sector comparator
Territory and Western Australia. They are jointly funded bybefore we go to tender. However, that is an expense that will
these jurisdictions and the commonwealth under the Familipe realised over the life of the contract, be it 25 years.
Violence Partnership Program to address family violence and Mr KENYON: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1,
other offending in remote Aboriginal communities in Centralpage 4.150 regarding rehabilitation and reparation. Recent
Australia. events in the Port Lincoln Prison have made headlines, but

A team of appropriately skilled practitioners with | wonder what contribution prisoners and staff have made to
experience in working with traditional Aboriginal people hasthe community in the aftermath of the disastrous Port Lincoln
been involved in the development of a group of pilotfires?
programs aimed at addressing issues involving family TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | thank the member for
violence, anger management and substance abuse. Adlising this matter. The member is right: the events of recent
programs will include a victim awareness componentmonths have put Port Lincoln Prison in the spotlight for the
Aboriginal people will be involved in the design, develop- wrong reasons, and that is regrettable, especially when so
ment and delivery of the programs. The emphasis is omuch good work has been undertaken in the local community
cultural relevance and accessibility in concepts. Trainedy the prison and prisoners. | think the most positive things
Aboriginal facilitators will work with program staff to deliver to come out of recent events have been the many letters of
the programs. support that have been generated from the community in

In relation to outcomes for 2006-07, the managerialgeneral. | have previously reported to the council about the
positions for the remote areas programs have been filled amwdork that the prisoners have been involved in since the 2006
three program officers have been engaged. The first prograrires which devastated the Port Lincoln area. The government
a family violence program, has commenced at the Amatanade funding available initially as part of the bushfire relief
Aboriginal community in South Australia and further fund and, following that, allocated a further $120 000 to
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allow the Department for Correctional Services to finalisea TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | will ask the chief
number of outstanding requests for assistance. executive to answer this question.

The program has now been completed, and | am delighted Mr SEVERIN: The governance structure approved for
to report the extent of the work that has been completed sindbis project, and the other public-private partnerships projects
the project commenced. Prisoners have undertaken the this state at the moment, is that there is a ministerial

following work, amongst other things: committee chaired by the Treasurer which has on it all the

- worked 560 days on 64 properties; relevant portfolio ministers for all the PPP projects at schools
erected 217 kilometres of new fencing; and prisons and the Minister for Infrastructure. There is the
repaired 84 kilometres of old fencing, and removedchief executive’s steering committee chaired by the Under
10 kilometres of fencing damaged by the fires; Treasurer, .WhICh' alsp hgs relevant chief executives from the
built and erected 70 gates: portfolios, including justice, transport and infrastructure, as
felled over 250 trees: well as myself and the chief executive of the education

department.
tcrlgggigoﬁqp Liﬁ:giﬁ;ia:r?gihisdgagizmgitt’létej”;?]\:je?efgﬂﬁn Then there are the respective project teams which look
water tower landings, removed damaged machinery froréjter the prisons and the youth detention centre project, and

sheds, concreted and painted, cleared creek beds of deby esc_hools have their own. | chairthe_ steering committee for

repairéd sheep yards, rails an’d gates, built retaining WaIItﬁe prisons and the new youth detention centre, and the team

and dug trenches fc;r water pipes ! planted trees anﬁwcludes the prolect.qllrector and representatives from the
' epartment for Families and Communities and the Depart-

landscaped, S . . ment for Correctional Services. Those teams are responsible
I am sure all members will join with me in congratulating thefor managing the projects

prisoners concerned and prison staff for this valuable | chair a broader, interdepartmental group—which the

contribution to a community in need. This project not only ;igter mentioned in response to previous questions—which
benefited the local community but helped the prisoners,, o representatives from a range of agencies including
involved to develop vyprk ethics and skills, Interact with emergency services, police, housing, courts, transport and
Iandowngrs and families, employers, pepple within theother agencies that have service delivery responsibilities in
community, generally feel good about being able t0 helgyo |oca] community. This committee is there to ensure that
someone, and work together In ateam _er_l\_/lronmentshowwwe continue to be mindful of the impact the new facilities
tolerance, understanding and responsibility. ___might have on the Murray Bridge community and to ensure
The department has passed on to me comments it hgg,; the service demands will be planned for and met in the
received from the Parole Board about prisoners who havgyre. That committee has no formal standing as part of the
participated in this project. These comments refer to pr'sone?overnance arrangement, but it is certainly important in

who had previously failed to satisfy the Parole Board thafe|ation to the associated issues with this project (as it relates
their attitude to offending and release was such that they, Murray Bridge).

should be positively considered for parole. However, after  \v PEDERICK : Is there a specific number of full-time
spending some months helping the people of Port Li”CO"équivalents of which you are aware?
who had been affected by the bushfires, it became clear tothe'\; sEVERIN: The project team of the Department for

Parole Board that these prisoners had shown a completes rectional Services has a project director, two senior
turnaround in their attitude to their offending behaviour an roject officers, an administrative assistant and one other

the community. Only time will tell whether there will be 5qyiser. There are also members of the Department for
long-term changes to their attitude and behaviour or whethgtg mjjies and Communities on that project, given it s a joint
they will revert to their offending behaviour once they arepgiact, but | am not aware of the exact number of people.
released into the community. In the meantime, the prisoners \1+ PEDERICK : In relation to the same budget line, what
and Port Lincoln Prison management and staff should bgaye peen the outcomes/recommendations/findings of the
congratulated for their efforts that hopefully have made it §ntegepartmental government services group investigation
little easier for members of the community Who Werejni the effect of the new prison infrastructure on the

involved in the bushfires. _ _ . community and associated services? Some of that may have
Mr PEDERICK: | refer to the previous budget line in peen covered before.

Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.147. Have there been any The Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | think the honourable
discussions or proposals regarding the possibility of thenemper is correct. We have spoken already about some of
redevelopment of the Northfield site”? them, but | will ask Mr Severin to respond.

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: As | said in my previous Mr SEVERIN: All the departments involved are fully
response, the existing 61 hectare prison precinct at Granghprised on the scope of the project and the proposed
Junction Road, Yatala North, will be available for a|ternativeconﬁguration of the prison and its role and function. There
use. There have not been any further discussions, but we hangs been some direct consultation with those departments
announced it will be available for further use. which will continue to provide a service or be involved in the

The Hon. RG. Kerin interjecting: direct service provision. Obviously, the health department

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Atthis stage all | can say currently provides prisoner health services to our state-run
to you is that it will be available for alternative use. Clearly correctional facilities. The courts and the Legal Services
it is going to the LMC, and we will be taking it from there. Commission have a direct involvement with us, and there is

Mr PEDERICK: Referring to the former budget line, a range of agencies, such as housing, transport, emergency
which agencies are on the project management group, whicervices, and so on, where the involvement is more indirect.
agency is the lead agency, what executive support has beenIn relation to those departments that are indirectly
given to the management group, and how many full-timenvolved, no direct planning outcomes have been put into
equivalents are there associated with the group? action, given there is still some time before the projects will
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come to fruition. It is proposed at this stage that, if there are We do have some female offenders that we have identified
any requirements for other departments to have adjustmentgho had childcare requirements and were not able to come
to their level of service in the area as a result of the newo the office at the time when the normal work gangs were
prisons being in the community, they will put forward performing their orders. But, of course, there were also
appropriate budget submissions in order to ensure that thosgstances where staff did not comply with the standards, and
demands will be met. Those services that are directlyhat certainly has been identified in the review and has been
involved in either structuring or delivering a service to theaddressed with the staff members to ensure that their
prison, or involved with service delivery, will be very much compliance with our own standards improves over time.
involved in the development of the tender documentation téiowever, | have to say that that was certainly a small
ensure that the procurement is inclusive of the requirementsinority of staff. But | think it is fair to say that it is a range
that relate to agencies other than the Department for Correof all of those factors that have made up the numbers. The
tional Services. difference between a 2 per cent failure and a 10 per cent
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: | refer to Budget Paper 4, failure, or higher, related very much to metropolitan versus
Volume 1, page 4.154, Program performance informationtegional arrangements. It is more difficult in regional South
Program 3: Community-based Services. In May and June thi8ustralia to ensure swift reaction to noncompliance than itis
year, the department conducted what has been referred toiaghe metropolitan area.
a major review of all community service order cases. The TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | think it would be fair to
review reportedly found that the five community correctionssay that South Australia has some of the strictest guidelines
regions that manage offenders on orders had between 2 parrelation to community service orders, and the department
cent and 20 per cent community service order cases beirayer the last few years has put in place some very smart
managed outside guidelines. Who prepared the report? Camitiatives, as already outlined by Mr Severin. | remember
the committee be provided with a copy of the report? Whavisiting Mount Gambier, Mr Severin, and the community
was the level of variation for each region? What is the reasoafficers there were actually using text messages to ensure that
for a tenfold difference between the best and worst performthose on community service orders were able to be reminded,
ing regions? I guess, to be where they should be. Indeed, they were doing
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Aswas mentioned inthe some very good work in terms of conservation in that area.
media, the department’s intention was to have a review inthe Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Minister, we have only about
2007-08 financial year, but, given concerns raised by théive minutes or so to run. Are you prepared to take the
media—although | do not believe we were told whichomnibus questions that | read earlier in the emergency
particular case involved those breaches—within an approprservices committee for this committee?
ate time the department undertook a review. The first stage TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Yes.
of the review has now been completed and has been widely Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Just going on from the advice
reported in the media, as well. | will ask Mr Severin to the chief executive officer provided the committee with in
continue with the response. responding to the last question, where he explained that there
Mr SEVERIN: The review certainly identified that there was a range of factors in relation to people who have been
were a range of differences between our regions. The overaliven community service orders not adhering to them,
result was such that it did not confirm that there are anyncluding remoteness, mental impairment, some staffing/
systemic issues in relation to the performance of thenanagement problems, and perhaps single parents who have
community service program that would give rise to having aifficulty in working around their family needs. Surely those
change in the way in which the program is administeredreasons would account for the minority. There has to be a
However, any non compliance with departmental guidelinepercentage of offenders out there who just thumb their nose
is a concern. Hence, we have undertaken the review and vet the judicial system and the correctional services system.
have commenced to address the issues, particularly in tho¥ghat are you doing about those people who openly defy the
areas where the results are less favourable than others. Toelers of the court?
reasons for the differences in results relate to a range of TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | think the answer to that
factors. Certainly, there are issues in some areas witis that we are enforcing them. The audit did find that
remoteness, where persons sentenced to a community servieerwhelmingly we are doing the right thing, and we had a
order might reside in a township some distance away from 80 per cent compliance. As | said before, whilst some isolated
community corrections office. Again, that is not an excusecases have been found, overall we have one of the toughest
but, rather, by way of explanation it makes it logistically regimes in Australia.
more difficult to supervise people if there is not ready access Mr GOLDSWORTHY: On the same line of questioning,
to them in relation to their compliance with orders. what is your projected percentage of breaches over the next
Another reason was that we have a whole range of persori2 months? Do you have any forecast percentage? Will it be
who present with significant impairments, mental healththe same, still 10 per cent, or are you projecting that there
impairments in particular, and we have found that in somevill be a reduction in that? | am just a bit keen to understand
cases a community service order was not the most appropriatéhere this all might be going.
order for these persons to be able to comply with. In that TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | will ask Mr Severin to
regard, there is a project that has commenced at the Elizabatbntinue with the response.
court, and it is now going to also be introduced at the Port Mr SEVERIN: The official statistics that we keep are
Adelaide court, to advise magistrates on the suitability ofactually the successful completion rate of people on those
persons that they consider to sentence to a community serviceders. We are always aiming to improve that, because while,
order, to ensure that we do not actually end up having persoms the one hand, we are very tough, on the other hand it is our
sentenced to this type of order who may not be able tobjective to ensure that people get through those orders and
comply, for reasons that relate to either their specific risks oactually finalise those orders, so they do not have any more
needs. issues with the law. Our compliance achievement at the
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moment is in the high 50 percentile. So around 58 per cent Departmental Advisers:

of orders are successfully completed. That is lower than the Mr M. Hyde, Commissioner, South Australia Police.
national average. One of the significant reasons there, of Mr D. Patriarca, Director, Business Services.

course, is that we are very tough on those orders. There is a Mr J. Hallion, Chief Executive, Department for Transport,
range of other reasons. We do not actually set ourselveSnergy and Infrastructure.

targets for non-compliance; we expect, of course, that we are Mr M. Small, Director, Road Safety.

fully compliant, or, where we cannot comply, that there are  Mr P. Allan, Executive Director, Safety and Regulation
compelling reasons as to why we cannot comply with ouDivision.

own guidelines. However, these are guidelines. They are set Mr T. Delaney, Chief Finance Officer.

by the department. They are not standards that have a Ms J. Holmes, Manager, Budget Strategy.

statutory basis. However, we consider that those guidelines Mr A. Milazzo, Executive Director, Transport Services
are important to maintain the confidence of the judiciary an®ivision.

the community in our community service program.

e . The CHAIR: | declare the proposed payments open for
Mr GOLDSWORTHY: Minister, through you, the chief o, 2 mination and refer members to the Portfolio Statement,

executive said that have had targets for compliance and nQgume 1 pages 4.27 to 4.48, and Volume 2, pages 6.54 and
for non-compliance. What is your target for compliance? Is; 55 poes the minister have an opening statement?
it 100 per cent? Obviously you want 100 per cent compliance - 1 Hon, CARMEL ZOLLO: Yes. Since | last appeared
but you are not going to get it. What is your projectedpefore the estimates committee, | am pleased to say that
compliance rate for the next 12 months, 2007-08? South Australia has recorded the lowest annual road toll on
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: We are talking about record. At the end of 2006, South Australia recorded 117
successful completion, compliance as such. But | will ask Mf€aths, compared to 137 in 2005. While | concede, of course,
Severin to elaborate. that 117 road deaths is 117 too many, this is a noteworthy
progression towards a safer driving community. As of
Mr SEVERIN: The target that | was referring to was the midnight last night—2 July 2007—the current road toll was
successful completion target, that is, where somebodg0, compared to 71 at the same time last year. | can confi-
completes the order in the time that the judiciary has set. Owfently say that the strong and decisive action taken by this
target for successful completions for the next financial yeagovernment towards improving road safety since the
is around the 65 per cent mark. It is not about noncompliancgjovernment’s election in 2002 has been a major contributor
this is about people who start an order and complete it withifio the declining road toll.
that period of time. When we talk about noncompliance, as The Rann government is committed to reducing trauma
was asked about in the previous question, that is about wheggused on our roads and has set challenging goals for the
the departmental staff do not comply with our guidelines tofuture, with a target of achieving fewer than 90 fatalities and
supervise those orders. We would like to have a 100 per ceféwer than 1 000 serious injuries by the end of 2010. The
successful completion of any order but, of course, as wagovernment has been proactive and has implemented a wide
mentioned previously, we have a range of persons wheange of road safety reforms. Last year in this forum |
simply do not comply with the requirements to complete theifoutlined some of the government's initiatives—such as the
orders and have to be breached. What we are required to dgstablishment of the Road Safety Advisory Council, chaired
particularly to ensure that we continue to have the confidendsy Sir Eric Neal—as well as a range of reforms including
of the judiciary and ensure that the program remains credibley||-time mobile random breath testing, demerit points for
is take breach action. That results in people not completingising a hand-held mobile phone whilst driving, immediate
their orders, and that contributes to the statistic of having #ss of licence for high-level drink driving and speeding as
non-completion in the order of 40 per cent. well as the graduated licensing scheme for novice drivers. In
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: As well, as we have the past year, South Australian drivers have also been subject

already said, we are introducing other initiatives to assist withe random roadside _drug testing. | make no apolog|§s for the
that, whether it is those programs at Elizabeth or F,Or{ough stance that this government has taken on drivers who

Adelaide, or the programs in country South Australia. recklessly disregard thr_—) law and put the Iiv_es of others at risk.
Repeat offenders will also be targeted in the coming year.
The CHAIR: That concludes the time allocated for The proof of service process will be tightened for those who
consideration of matters relating to the Minister for Correc-have lost all their demerit points, and the alcohol interlock
tional Services and, there being no further questions, | declageheme will be strengthened. Legislation will be introduced
the examination of the proposed payment completed. to further target hoon drivers, with provisions for wheel
clamping. While these policy and legislative changes will
strengthen the law and the consequences facing the drivers
in question, the real changes need to be made on ground level
by each individual driver and road user in every South
South Australia Police, $490 795 000 Australian community.
Administered Items for South Australia Police, $354 000  An excellent example is the South-East, where drivers and
Department for Transport, Energy and Infrastructure, community members are working with the Department of

$390 173 000 Transport, Energy and Infrastructure, SAPOL and the Local

Administered Items for the Department for Transport, Government Association on creating their own road safety
Energy and Infrastructure $11 539 000 strategy. The community input, which has been demonstrated

in a series of forums, will result in guidelines and targets that

Member ship: are pertinent to that region. The development of the South-

Dr McFetridge substituted for Mr Goldsworthy. East Road Safety Strategy is an excellent example of how a
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greater constant effort is required, not only from governmen$86 million is being spent on road safety, it is disappointing
but also from the community and individuals, to reducethat it is not being spent on road maintenance. If one reads the
fatalities and serious injuries. This dedication towardsRAA's Backwater to Benchmark report, one will see that the
improving the road toll is also reflected by the state’s 32maintenance of roads has a significant input into reducing
community road safety groups. In the past year, | have mad®ad accidents and improving road safety.
a concerted effort to visit as many of the groups as possible. |tis laudable that we are getting some increased shoulder
Their work in educating their communities about road safetysealing and some other roadworks done to improve roads,
is vital. Their dedication is commendable, and | would likealthough | point out that some of that involves federal money.
to take this opportunity to thank them for the hard work theyt is interesting to see over the next four years that the federal
do. government will put over $900 million into roads in South
In 2007-08, | will be continuing initiatives aimed at Australia, but I will not let the federal government off lightly.
making vehicles safer and responding to concerns in relationthink it should still be putting in more, and my federal
to speed limits, while working with communities to build on colleagues are well aware of my thoughts on that. As the
the current support for initiatives and strategies aimed ahinister said, road safety is spread across a number of
reducing the road toll. The government will also continue itsportfolios—namely, health, education, police and transport—
investment in road safety infrastructure through programgnd that is why it is interesting to see that we have a separate
such as the state Black Spot program, which includes cyclinginister for Road Safety. The money that is being spent on
infrastructure improvements, and the shoulder sealing separate ministry perhaps could be put back into road
program. safety. | would be very interested to see the total cost of
Road safety does not sit with just one department or oneunning this portfolio.

minister. Various government departments and agencies, The cost that has not been mentioned by the minister so
including health, education, SAPOL and the Motor Accidentay is the cost to society of caring for the road accident
Commission all contribute to supporting road safety effortsy;ictims—whether they are pedestrians, passengers, drivers
MAC supports road safety advertising and funds research ang cars, cyclists or people involved in other areas of transport
sponsorship of road safety related projects. SAPOL plays ge trams or trains—and heaven forbid that we should have
major role in the effort to increase road safety, and theyn accident like they had in Victoria recently. That is why it
enforcement programs delivered by SAPOL are essential tQ 5o important that we spend on road transport. It is a matter
our effort. The Department for Transport, Energy andyf not what it costs the state but what it saves the state. The
Infrastructure is responsible for coorduja_tlng the governuamount being spent on road safety out of the health, educa-
ment's approach to road safety and providing the leadershig,y police and transport budgets could be reduced by a
on ﬁ]otlg:rymdse:)lfef\feT:IIntsSggollmgasgl:ﬁteua%partment o roa dsimpler, long-term plan to improve South Australia’s roads.
safety, the 2007-08 road safety budget is $86.09 million. Thiaugsr:%ggp‘l R: The member for Morphett, do you have
compares to $76.7 million in 2006-07. Included in the Dr McF'ETRIDGE' | do. I refer to Budget Paper 3

2007-08 budget is (amongst other things) $10.69 million on -
Black Spot treatments across the state; $16.45 million on page 2.14, Table 2.8: Transport, Energy and Infrastructure,

range of other infrastructure associated programs, includini gardlgg optehratmg_l?ltlatlves dm :Eet grlialof _r"c_)ad maw;te-
cycle facilities, level crossings, red light/speed cameras an nce. Does the minister consider tha - mitlion over four

minor safety works: and $8.04 million on information years will be sufficient for road maintenance in South

education and training programs, including community roacﬁustralla to ensure that;oad safety risks on the state road
safety projects, Travel Smart, Share the Road sponsorshifftork do notincrease? . .
and Rider Safe. Special mention is also warranted regarding 1"€Hon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Given that road mainte-
the expansion of the shoulder sealing program ($7.2 miIIiorr:Eoance as suchis in the portfolio of my colleague the Minister
and the introduction of the new Rural Road Safety progranior Transport, I will ask the Chief Executive of DTEI to
($4.4 million). Through the Rural Road Safety program, the'€Spond.
government is committed to improving the safety of road Mr HALLION: The state budget provides $14.1 million
users in rural South Australia. This is a new program that hagver four years in additional funding for road maintenance,
a focus on roadside hazards. Funding will be applied t@&nd that brings the total road maintenance budget in 2007-08
projects across the state and combined with the continuatidar the state to $76.3 million, which compares to a budgeted
of the shoulder sealing program. amount of $73.9 million in 2006-07. The state has provided
These investments show the government’s commitmergdditional funding this year and, as | indicated earlier, that is
to tackling road safety on a number of fronts, from infrastruc-additional funding over four years. The state has responsibili-
ture and engineering improvements to behavioural progranty for something like 12 000 kilometres of sealed roads and
and initiatives. Improving road safety is a considerableover 10 000 kilometres of unsealed roads. Funding for routine
challenge, and requires consistent effort by all users ifnaintenance activities includes road resurfacing and rehabili-

continued progress is to be achieved. tation works, outback roads, maintenance of ferries, bridges,
The CHAIR: Does the member for Morphett have an pavement marking, guard fence, traffic signals and road
opening statement? lighting, so there is a substantial asset base and the govern-

Dr McFETRIDGE: Just a short statement. The issue ofment provides significant funding.
road safety is one where there obviously would be a biparti- The commonwealth provides additional funding which
san approach to minimising the damage caused to familiesgeds to be added to the state funding, and one of the issues
individuals and society through accidents and injuries. It ishat we have often been concerned about is the level of
very disappointing to see that only $14 million over four contribution that the federal government makes to the
years of the over $400 million in one year of vehicle taxes isAusLink network on maintenance; if | recall, we rated that
being spent on road maintenance. Whilst we hear thatur second highest priority for AusLink funding. We would
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like to see a greater contribution for road maintenance fronram crossing at Morphett Road—I will not use his language,
the commonwealth in the future. Madam Chair—as an ‘f-up’ and then proceeded to shift the
Dr McFETRIDGE: As to that $78 million that you blame for this ‘f-up’ to the Commissioner of Highways.
mentioned, Mr Hallion, why does the budget have TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: We regard level crossing
$14.1 million as the figure for road maintenance? If you aresafety of great importance. Since the fatal railway level
spending $78 million on it, | think you would like to put that crossing crash at Salisbury in 2002 in which four people were
upfront, particularly when you have the RAA and the Roadkilled, the state government has implemented a number of
Transport Association saying that there is at least g@rocesses and programs to manage level crossing safety in

$200 million backlog in road maintenance. South Australia. These include: the establishment of a State
The CHAIR: Minister, are you able to assist with this if Level Crossing Strategy Advisory Committee and a Level
it is in another portfolio area, or do you wish to refer? Crossing Unit within the Department for Transport, Energy
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Itis outside this portfolio. and Infrastructure; the survey and assessment of all
| will just ascertain whether we can answer it. 1 140 level crossings using the Australian Level Crossing
Dr McFETRIDGE: | thought we were talking about road Assessment Model (ALCAM); a safety improvement
safety, so | referred to roads. program; and a media education campaign.
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: Mr Hallion is happy to As | said, there are 1 140 level crossings in South
continue. Australia on active railway lines. Of these, 900 crossings

Mr HALLION: I think | have indicated that we would have passive warning signs—'stop’ or ‘give way'—and 240
like to see more funding on road maintenance, and particulahave active warning devices—flashing lights, bells, and,
ly for the federal government’s contribution to the AusLink where appropriate, boom barriers. Since the commencement
network increased: that is our priority. That would certainlyof the safety improvement program in the 2003-04 financial
help address a number of the issues—in fact, a number gkar, a total of $10 million has been spent on level crossing
issues that the RAA has identified are on the AusLinksafety improvement projects at some 40 level crossings. In
network—so, we would like to see more contribution fromaddition, improvements to signage at level crossings to
the federal government. The state has increased its contriboemply with Australian standards have been undertaken at
tion and, in every budget process including in next year'sapproximately 450 crossings. To date, the level crossing
bilateral budget process, we will continue to look at whethesafety improvement program has largely involved the
or not the amount of funding we provide is sufficient, but atmetropolitan area where there has been the greatest number
the moment our priority is to see the federal governmenof vehicle and train interactions, and, hence, the greatest risk
increase its contribution on the AusLink network. for a crash to occur.

Dr McFETRIDGE: This is like deja vu from Aboriginal The focus has been on safety treatments at crossings
Affairs yesterday—it is all the feds’ fault, and | do not think where there is the potential for vehicles to queue and become
that is the case somehow. | think that, considering the monedyapped on a crossing when a train approaches. A number of
that this government is getting from the federal government;ountry crossings have also had safety improvements
it could be putting more in. | refer to Budget Paper 5,undertaken. | am pleased to say that the level crossing safety
page 31, Works in Progress, regarding Road Safety—#mprovement program will continue this financial year, with
Reaching the Target. Budget Paper 5 identifies the program further $3 million allocated in this budget towards safety
as ‘expansion of the existing red light and speed cameraeatments. This year there will be an even greater focus on
network’. Can the minister advise how many red light andcountry crossings, with the main target being higher usage
speed cameras were installed last year, and how many will fEassive crossings, particularly those used by heavy vehicles.
installed in 2007-08, by type and location—that is, either redrhe first round of level crossing surveys and ALCAM
light alone, red light and speed cameras, etc.? assessments was completed in the past year. The data

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: By the end of 2007-08, collected during this process will better enable the identifica-
itis expected that there will be 64 dual capacity red light andion and prioritisation of future level crossing safety pro-
speed cameras operating at traffic signals in metropolitan argtams.
rural locations. The 64 cameras consist of the following: A safety improvement strategy is being developed, which

13 wet film cameras from the 2000-01 program that aravill allow for a more strategic approach to be adopted

rotated through 26 metropolitan sites; towards the management of level crossing safety. As well as

10 digital cameras from 2004-05 located atengineering solutions, the department is also examining

10 metropolitan sites; and education and enforcement strategies to address level

41 digital cameras from the four-year 2005-06 to 2008-0%rossing safety. DTEI has developed and aired on several

expansion program located at 41 metropolitan and rurabccasions the rather confronting ‘Don't play with trains’ radio

sites. and television commercials. The department is also chairing
These 41 consist of 34 from the 2005-06 and 2006-0a national committee, which is examining behavioural issues
financial years and seven new cameras to be installed &t a level crossings with the goal of producing a nationally
2007-08. Because the metropolitan area has by far the highed#veloped media education and enforcement campaign over
number of crashes at traffic signals, 54 of the 64 cameras withe next 12 to 18 months. The State Level Crossing Strategy
be located in the metropolitan area with the remainingAdvisory Committee will need to provide specific advice on
10 cameras at rural locations: two at Murray Bridge, two athe role that industry and local government should play in
Whyalla, two at Port Augusta, three at Mount Gambier, andmproving level crossing safety beyond 2007-08.
one between Littlehampton and Mount Barker. In regard to the specific issue that the member raised, a

Dr McFETRIDGE: The minister can decide whether she pedestrian cyclist crossing has been installed on Morphett
wants Mr Hallion to answer my next question, because th&®oad by the raceway. It is one of four crossings to support the
criticismis actually directed at him. A senior TransAdelaidegreen cycle path along the Glenelg tramway. No complaints
official described to me the $400 000 safety upgrade of th&ave been received by the director of road safety, who is the
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responsible public servant. If the member has any specific Aldgate-White Hill, estimated cost $0.479 million;
issues that he wishes to raise, he is very welcome to contact Gorge Road, estimated cost $0.56 million;
me or the department. - Main North Road, estimated cost $0.797 million;
Dr McFETRIDGE: Just for the committee’s information, - Flinders Highway, estimated cost $0.840 million;
| can say that, from personal experience in having used that Kadina-Moonta, estimated cost $0.750 million;
crossing many times, they are still going through the red Riddoch Highway, estimated cost $1.320 million;
lights. They are queuing dangerously across the intersection, Gawler-Kersbrook, estimated cost $0.860 million; and
and there are traffic delays of up to 30 minutes on Morphett Barrier Highway, estimated cost $1.320 million).
Road because of the lack of sequencing of the lights. | am confident that the new rural road safety program and the
Mr PICCOLO: | would like to raise a question about a ongoing shoulder sealing program will help us make signifi-
matter which is important for my electorate. It has been raisedant road safety improvements in regional South Australia.
in passing so far. It concerns the government program to seal Mr KENYON: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2,
road shoulders and the general rural road safety programphges 6.18 and 6.54. The majority of our road fatalities, and
refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, pages 6.18, 6.20, 6.23 aralarge proportion of serious injuries, involve country roads
6.54. | would specifically like to know if the minister can and people who live in country areas. Will the minister
advise the committee of what issues will be targeted througbutline what is being done to increase the engagement of rural
the shoulder sealing and rural road safety programs. Whateople and rural communities in efforts to improve their
roads will receive the greatest expenditure? safety on the road and to reduce the rural road toll?
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | thank the member for TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: In 2005, the South-East
his question. The rural road safety program has been designeshion had the highest number of road deaths of any South
to address the worrying statistic that reveals that almosAustralian region with 20 fatalities. In April last year, a
60 per cent of fatal and casualty crashes in South Australimmonth after becoming minister, correspondence between the
over the past five years occurred on rural roads. SoutBouth-East Local Government Association and | ensued in
Australia’s Strategic Plan has set a target to reduce roaglation to the development of a strategy for the South-East.
fatalities to less than 90 persons per year and serious injuri€ollowing a meeting on 1 December 2006, the SELGA board
to less than 1000 per year by 2010. As | have alreadpgreed to the project proposal and to work jointly with the
mentioned, making South Australia’s vast regional roaddepartment for Transport, Energy and Infrastructure (DTEI)
network more crash tolerant is the key focus of the Southo develop the strategy. The development of the strategy is
Australian government’s new program. In the 2007-08expected to assist in efforts to reach the targets for lower
budget, $11.6 million has been allocated to the introductioffiatalities and serious injuries in South Australia’s Strategic
of the new rural road safety program ($4.4 million) as wellPlan. The strategy may also be the forerunner of similar road
as an extension of the shoulder sealing progransafety strategies developed for other regions of our state.
($7.2 million). A key part of the development of the strategy—the
Over the five-year period between 2001 and 2005¢onsultation with local residents, agencies, organisations and
approximately 56 per cent of all fatal and casualty crashes dousinesses—is now complete. The public consultation phase
rural roads involved drivers or riders losing control of theirconsisted of five public forums and the opportunity for local
vehicle prior to its leaving the road and, in most cases, eitheesidents, agencies, organisations and businesses to make a
hitting a fixed object or rolling over. Safer roads andwritten submission on road safety. Invitations and publicity
roadsides will play a critical role in achieving South Aus- about the forums and making a submission were distributed
tralia’s road safety targets. It is possible to mitigate theas follows: letters to the seven councils in the South-East
consequences of driver mistakes and crashes on rural roaggjion, the four community road safety groups, SA Police,
through a variety of cost-effective infrastructure treatmentsSA Ambulance, the Country Fire Service, the Limestone
and two of the most cost-effective safety treatments ar€oast Regional Development Board, as well as a selection of
sealing the road shoulder to give users greater room tother organisations and businesses and advertisements in the
recover from losing control and removing, modifying or five South-East newspapers.
shielding road users from roadside hazards—for example, The five forums were held at Mount Gambier, Millicent,
trees, culverts or utility poles. Naracoorte, Kingston and Bordertown. About 50 people
The continuation of the shoulder sealing programattended, either as members of the public or representatives
combined with the introduction of the new rural road safetyof councils, government agencies and private organisations.
program, will provide significant safety outcomes byDTEI engaged Mr Eric Howard to facilitate the forums and
reducing the number and severity of road crashes. Th® provide advice on the details of the draft strategy.
program consists primarily of protective barriers, with someMr Howard was the General Manager Road Safety of
hazards removal, together with improved treatment of ruraV/icRoads until 2006 and is now working as an expert
road junctions and audio-tactile edge treatments. Projectonsultant in road safety. Eight public submissions were
have been chosen because of either a poor and unacceptatdeeived.
crash history or, alternatively, they have been identified by The steering committee overseeing the development of the
safety investigations audits as having significant crasistrategy met on 30 May 2007 to consider the outcomes of the
potential. The programs are based on formulated priority listfive forums and the submissions received. As a result of that
from both the road safety strategy and individual regionameeting, guidance was given to DTEI, with the details to be
offices. included in the strategy. DTEI has commenced preparation,
Roads to receive significant safety improvements undeaind it is expected that a draft will be ready for distribution to
either one or both of the shoulder sealing and rural roathe councils making up SELGA this month. The next board
safety programs in 2007-08 are: meeting of SELGA will be in early August, and it will
North-East Road/Tea Tree Gully Road/Mannum Roadprovide an opportunity for an agreement to be reached on the
estimated cost $1.888 million; strategy between SELGA and me and, of course, the release



176 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 3 July 2007

of the document. Clearly, some of the proposals will takdevel of penalties. Any changes need to be carefully con-
longer to achieve and deliver results. However, | am confisidered, and | will be taking advice from SAPOL. In the
dent that we will achieve positive outcomes over the shortineantime, the government will continue to get drug-affected
medium and long term. drivers off our roads.

MsBEDFORD: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, Dr McFETRIDGE: | would like to acknowledge the
pages 6.18 to 6.15. Minister, will you outline the role andmember for Schubert’s longstanding efforts in achieving the
operations of the on-road drug-driving program, which wasdrug-driving legislation. He certainly has been a champion
implemented in July 2006, and funding allocated to theof that. My next question relates to Budget Paper 3, page 3.8,
program? table 3.4, concerning speeding fines. Is the government

TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | thank the member for dropping the tolerance on speed cameras from what it is now
her question. While the 12-month drug-driving trial officially to 5 per cent or 3 km/h—whichever is the lower—or some
ended at midnight on 30 June, drivers should not becomether new lower tolerance level? What is the total revenue
complacent when it comes to drug driving. Roadside drudgrom speeding fines for 2006-07 and how much is being used
testing will continue indefinitely while a review is being to improve road safety?
undertaken to ensure that we have the best model in the long TheHon. CARMEL ZOLL O: As the tolerance in speed
term. The testing will continue to operate in the same mannes an operational issue, | will ask the Police Commissioner,
as it did during the trial, without the need for any legislativeMr Mal Hyde, to respond.
changes. This government is committed to achieving the State Mr HYDE: | begin by saying that one of the greatest
Strategic Plan, as | have outlined before, to see a target abntributions to road safety is changing people’s attitudes and
40 per cent reduction in fatalities and serious injuries by théehaviour. If you look at the history of things in the state and
end of 2010, and drug driving is one of a number of contribudook at where we have come from, over the last 30 years we
tors to road deaths in South Australia. have come from a fatality rate of 382 a yearto 117 last year.

The statistics tell us that in 2006, 24 per cent of driver andA lot of things have contributed to that, with safer roads, safer
motorcycle rider fatalities, tested post-mortem, had eithecars and a whole raft of other things, but one of the things
THC (the active ingredient in cannabis) and/or methamthat has made a big difference is changing people’s attitudes.
phetamines in their blood at the time of the crash. BetweeRor older people, | suppose, if you reflect upon attitudes to
2003 and 2005, 23 per cent of driver/rider fatalities, testedirink-driving back 30 years ago to what they are today, they
post-mortem, had detectable levels of one or a combinatioare completely different. People have changed their attitude
of THC, methamphetamine, speed—which | do not think weto it.
mentioned before—and MDMA (ecstasy) in their blood atthe From our point of view, if we are to continue to get
time of the crash. improvements in road safety, one of the key things we need

As we know, random roadside drug testing of drivers forto do is have the community continually improve its attitude
THC and methamphetamine began on 1 July 2006, and thend behaviour to road safety. So, the South Australia Police
government added MDMA, commonly known as ecstasy, t&trategic Plan is really predicated on people continually
the testing regime from 8 September 2006 to send a cleapgrading their standards of behaviour and their expectations
message to those who take drugs and drive. Funding dfom others, and so you can encapsulate that into a lower
$4.3 million was allocated by the government for a drugtolerance for high-risk behaviour on our roads. As part of that
driving program from 2005-06 to 2008-09, and in this budgetower tolerance, South Australian police are looking at a
(2007-08) a further allocation of $11.1 million over four range of things, including the tolerance that we have for
years has been provided for the program. The legislatiospeeding offences.
included a review to be tabled in parliament after the first At the moment it takes two forms. The officers on the road
12 months of operation, and this review is currently beinghave their own discretion in terms of what tolerance they will
conducted. allow when they detect speeding motorists. That is based on

For the information of the committee, South Australiaa whole raft of the circumstances that they consider at the
Police have advised the following results for driver drug-time. There are no rules prescribed around what that tolerance
testing operations by the Drug Driver Testing Group for themight be. Obviously we have some expectations that
period 1 July 2006 to 30 June 2007. During the trial, thedangerous drivers will be actioned either by issuing notices
detection rate was that 1 in 35 drivers, or 2.85 per centpr summonses for court or cautions.
confirmed positive to a prescribed drug. That is based on The other form in which speeding detection takes place is
confirmed drivers over 9 876 tests. The breakdown of orathrough speed cameras, whether they are speed cameras alone
fluid and blood samples confirmed positive from the roadsider with red-light cameras, as well. As part of that, we have
testing are as follows: 282 confirmed results from 277 orah tolerance which we apply in our expiation notice branch.
fluid samples and five blood samples. Of these, 123 sampl8$at is the tolerance that primarily has been considered for
tested positive for methamphetamine only, 71 for THC onlychange. The difficulty with talking about a tolerance level is
nine for MDMA only, and 79 for a drug combination. Four that, if we do describe a tolerance to the community, that de
drivers refused to supply an oral fluid sample. There weréacto becomes the new speed limit. We have always taken the
two recidivist drivers who were detected twice during the trialview that it is unproductive to put precise tolerance figures
period with a prescribed drug in their oral fluid. Of the 282 out in the public arena. That might be particularly the case for
confirmed results, not surprisingly perhaps, 249 were fothe lower speed ranges where people might expect that they
males ranging in ages from 16 to 58 years. can exceed it by more proportionately than at the upper end.

As we know, the trial, which involved one testing stationWe are looking at tolerance levels. Obviously, we will
operated by SAPOL, has clearly been a great success @onsider what is reasonable. It is not a matter of reducing
taking those people off our roads. The review that is beingolerances down to something which we think is unaccept-
undertaken will determine how drug testing of Southable—and the community would probably share our view
Australian drivers will be expanded, and that includes thehere. We are looking at what would be a reasonable toler-



3 July 2007 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 177

ance level. We would prefer not to be discussing publiclymobile phone includes the following: holding the phone to or

what the tolerance level might be. near the ear (whether or not engaged in a phone call), holding
In terms of the actual fines, might | say at the outset thathe phone while writing, sending or reading a text message

the notices come from a variety of sources: they are not jusin the phone, holding the phone when turning the phone on

road safety or traffic-related expiation notices. The bottonor off and holding the phone to operate any other function of

line on the overall amount is that in the 2006-07 budget theréhe phone.

was a forecast in the order of $76 million for revenue, and the ATC decisions are in the nature of po“cy and have no

actual result was just over $58 million. In respect of speedingegal effect. The amendments that ATC approves have to be
the forecast in the 2006-07 budget for mobile speed cameragjopted into our legislation before they become law. There
was $197 m|”|0n, and the actual outcome was $144 ml”lonare no Speciﬁc time frames required for thiS, and each

In relation to the forecast for fixed speed cameras—which argyrisdiction has to consider what implementation tasks are
in ConjUnCtion with red-light cameras—the forecast was forrequired before this can happen; for examp|e’ cabinet
$22.3 million, and the outcome was $15.2 million. Obviously,approval, publicity, change in education materials, and so on.
there was a reduction in the forecast revenue for finespther jurisdictions are not planning to introduce the package
primarily resulting from a lower outcome in respect of speedntil the end of this year, although | understand Victoria
fines. From a police point of view—and | am probably notjntends to introduce the mobile phone rule this month.

refledcting the Treasurer’s point of view—we think that is a On 14 March 2006 a Supreme Court judge interpreted the

good outcome. . rule which was then in existence as allowing hands-free use

" ThedHon.fCtARM Elt‘ Z,OLI_'Ci: ';'S.a good out”come from - ¢ mobile phones. This was consistent with the clarification
€ road sat€ty ministers point ot view, as wetl. provided in the ATC approved amendments and we did not

" Mr HYDE:dWh'ISt there wa?hsome S]?Iay in the ;ﬁllOUt.Of see an urgency to introduce the mobile phone rule. The recent
€ new speed cameras over the past Iew years, the prim preme Court decision in the case of Mr Burns was a stricter
reason for the reduction is a change in driver behaviour—

. . . interpretation of the rule than in the March 2006 case. This
which goes back to the behaviour | was talking about befor as unexpected. However, once the decision was handed

Wet Seet mluch less tc;lff?r_ldmg P?Stt) c:urtsp;ﬁed camltlaras (%iﬁwn it was necessary to act quickly to clarify the legislation
mOtorists. | am sure that IS a contributor o the overall goo implementing the ATC approved amendments, which

outcomes that we saw in the road toll last year; and there atgjnated the common interpretation that was adopted by the
good indications for this year, as well. court in March 2006

Dr McFETRIDGE: | think a zero dollar would be

o ; ; | should place on record that Mr Burns committed the
terrific, and | think everyone would agree with that. | have no
sympathy for people v}\/lho speed: ifgyou don’t want a ﬁne'Offence on 6 March 2006—months before the ATC approved

don’t speed. | congratulate the police for the job they do. Ilhﬁ amﬁnd?ents. A person _is jgdged 0.? thhe basis of ther:a\c/jv
refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 4.28, road us@nen the ofience was committed. Even it the government ha

regulation. In March 2006, Mr Patrick Burns was charged™Plémented the amendments immediately after the ATC

with breaching road rule 300 of the Australian Road Rules2PProved them, Mr Burns would still have been judged on the

He has since had his conviction affirmed following an appeal\./ers'on of the rule that existed at the time. .
The minister indicated on Radio FIVEaa on 4 June that she Dr MCFETRIDGE: | am sure Mr Burns will be happy
expected SAPOL officers to ‘enforce the spirit and the intenbout that. | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, page 6.54,
of the legislation as it now stands’ in order to allow peopleProgram 11: Income—*Fees, fines and penalties, and I think
to use a mobile phone hands free in a car. Considering théoU have said something about this, minister. In May this
law as it stood on 4 June is the same law that existed wheygar the Australasian Railway Association sent a letter to the
Mr Burns was charged last March, will the governmentgovernment, in which the association described the penalties
acknowledge that Mr Burns was acting in the spirit of the lawfor illegal behaviour at level crossings as ‘ridiculously low’,
and provide Mr Burns with an ex gratia payment to cover theand urgently called for an increase in the penalties for
costs of the fine and the related legal proceedings? breaching road rules at railway crossings. The letter also
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: It not the case that the noted that South Australia had the lowest infringement notice
rule stood in the same manner. The Australian Transpoﬂenany of the four mainland states, identified as low as $176.
Council approved a large package of amendments to th&/hataction is the government taking to ensure that penalties
Australian Road Rules on 29 September 2006. These chang@§lect the danger?
to the Australian Road Rules were part of a large package to TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: | have already placed on
tidy up existing laws and many of these changes were minaecord this department’s commitment to level crossing safety
in nature. The rule on handheld mobile phones was one suéh South Australia. The state level crossing committee is
rule, where there was some debate about the meaning of ‘udeoking at all aspects of level crossing safety, including
of such a phone. The amendment to this rule, which has nowfrastructure, and, for example, rumble strips, education,
been enacted in South Australian legislation, makes it aenforcement, cameras, penalties, and technology, for example
offence to drive while holding a mobile phone and ensuresommunication between trains and vehicles using GPS, to
that hands-free mobile phones can be used. South Australievelop proposals regarding further improvements. All
is the first state to change rule 300. resource issues will be considered as part of these proposals
The amendment provides that the driver of a vehicleand, at the national level, a specific group has been formed
except an emergency vehicle or police vehicle, must not us® look at road user behaviour at level crossings, and a
a mobile phone that the driver is holding in his or her hanchumber of projects are coming from this group, including a
while the vehicle is moving, or is stationary but not parked,national survey of drivers’ attitudes and behaviours at level
unless the driver is exempt from this rule under another laverossings, data collection regarding incidents, an inventory
of this jurisdiction. ‘Mobile phone’ does not include a CB of available education material, and an education and
radio or any other two-way radio. ‘Use’ in relation to a enforcement trial.
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If 1 can advise the committee that South Australian TheCHAIR: The time agreed for the examination of the
penalties for level crossing offences are not significantlyproposed payments for the Department for Transport, Energy
different from other states. | understand that Victoria has jusand Infrastructure and Administered Items for the Department
increased penalties, from $177 and three demerit points tior Transport, Energy and Infrastructure is completed. The
$430 and four demerit points, post Kerang. | am aware thgtayments for South Australia Police and Administered Items
Mr Nye of the Australasian Railway Association wrote to my for South Australia Police are to be referred to committee B.
colleague the Hon. Patrick Conlon, and | have responded just
very recently to Mr Nye; indeed, he may not have a copy of
my response. | have acknowledged that currently the
expiation fees for level crossing offences are slightly lower
in South Australia than the highest fee associated with road Department of Trade and Economic Development,

intersection offences for similar behaviour. It is my intention $67 366 000.
to instruct my department to develop a submission for _
consideration by cabinet to increase the expiation fees for Witness:

level crossing offences, in line with current fees for road The Hon. K.A. Maywald, Minister for the River Murray,
intersection offences, for implementation in July 2008.  Minister for Water Security, Minister for Regional Develop-
In terms of penalties, the maximum courtimposed penaltynent, Minister for Small Business, Minister Assisting the
in South Australia for offences under the Road Traffic ActMinister for Industry and Trade.
1961, including its associated regulations and Australian road
rules, other than those in part 12, where no specific penalty Departmental Advisers:
is set, was recently increased from $1 250 to $2 500. This Mr R. Garrand, Chief Executive Officer, Department of
default maximum penalty applies to level crossing offenceslrade and Economic Development.
I do not propose at this stage to increase the penalty for these Ms K. Lablack, Director, Population and Migration.
offences in line with penalties for offences such as reckless Ms A. Allison, Director, Corporate Services.
and dangerous driving. Reckless and dangerous driving can Ms S. Yang, Director, Immigration SA.
occur in many different situations. It would be my under-
standing that, if police believe the circumstances of a breach Member ship:
of the road rules at a level crossing constitute reckless and Ms Chapman substituted for Dr McFetridge.
dangerous driving, they are able to charge the driver of the Mr Griffiths substituted for Mr Pederick.
vehicle with this offence. Similarly, there may be situations
where a level crossing offence is committed without reckless The CHAIR: | declare the proposed payment open for
or dangerous driving being involved. examination and refer members to the Portfolio Statement,
| have been advised that the issue of penalties in relatiodolume 1, part 2.
to breaching road rules at level crossings was also discussed. Minister, | think you are aware of all the procedures
As | have mentioned before, the recent meeting of théelating to estimates committees, particularly those relating
national level crossing behaviour coordination group noteto questions being directed to the minister rather than to
that the penalty is not vastly different across many of theadvisers, but the minister may refer questions to advisers for
jurisdictions, including Victoria, even after the recently a response if required. | know other committee members are
announced increase, and indicated that there was no intentiémiliar with the need to reference questions to the line that
to have an increase at this time. The notion that any penaltye have open for examination at the moment. Minister, do
increase needs to be accompanied by enforcement in orderytou wish to make an opening statement?
be effective was also discussed at that particular meeting. TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Yes, | do. The Population
Dr McFETRIDGE: | refer to Budget Paper 3, page 2.14, and Migration Unit is a division within the Department of
Table 2.8—Department for Transport, Energy and InfrastrucTrade and Economic Development. The Population and
ture, operating initiatives. Has the minister had any discusMigration Unit has responsibility for promoting South
sions with the Local Government Association regarding théAustralia as a desirable location to live, work and play. The
difficulties that local government is encountering with South Australian government’s population program is
funding for road maintenance, and is the minister aware ofontinuing to pay dividends for the state and the economy. In
the ‘Hamburger highway’ proposition that has been put up inthe year to December 2006, South Australia’s population
New South Wales where businesses are offering to pagrowth was the highest 12-month period of growth since
councils money to paint their advertising signs on roadway®ecember 1991, an increase of 16 149 persons to 1 575 714.
and give money to local government to assist with road Net overseas migration added 11 150 persons to South
maintenance? You would see a McDonald’s sign at théustralia’s population, the highest level since 1972. The
intersection or something like that. number of settler arrivals to SA from overseas in the six
For the committee’s information, it is mentioned in an months to December 2006 was 5 127, the highest number
article in theJournal of the Australasian College of Safety,  recorded. This significant increase in the number of settler
of which | am a member. | think | am the only member of arrivals positively reflects upon government-funded initia-
parliament who is a paid member of this college. Itis a goodives such as promoting skilled and business migration
journal, and | hope the minister gets it. On page 22, the articlepportunities in markets such as the UK, India and China and
is headed ‘Road Advertising’, and is written by Mr Ken Business SA's welcome service for business migrants to
Smith RRSP, ACRS Fellow. South Australia to encourage overseas persons to migrate to
TheHon. CARMEL ZOLLO: With all due respects, this  South Australia. The fertility rate for 2005-06 in South
question is probably a little outside the budget papers, butAustralia was 1.82 compared to the Australian average of
will refer the question to my colleague the Hon. Patrick1.83. The current rate for South Australia is the highest in
Conlon and also look at it myself. over a decade.
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There has also been a significant improvement in the ngtosition with a total estimated cost of $100 000 or more (a)
outflow of population interstate in the year to Decem-which has been abolished and (b) which has been created?
ber 2006. The net loss of people interstate was 2 765, an 7. For the years 2005-06 and 2006-07, will the minister
improvement of almost 23 per cent from -3 569 in theprovide a breakdown of expenditure on all grants adminis-
12 months to December 2005. If these trends continue, Soutered by all departments and agencies reporting to the
Australia is on track to achieve its population target ofminister listing the name of the grant recipient, the amount
2 million by the year 2050. In 2007-08 the key initiatives of the grant, the purpose of the grant and whether the grant
being implemented to support these trends include: was subject to a grant agreement as required by the
- $2.7 million over four years to enhance on-arrival serviced reasurer’s Instruction No. 15?

for skilled migrants coming to South Australia; 8. For all capital works projects listed in Budget Paper 5

continuation of on-arrival services for skilled and businesghat are the responsibility of the minister, will the minister list

migrants; and the total amount spent to date on each project?

$960 000 for parents seeking to re-engage in the labour Having read those omnibus questions, | now refer to

market through the Parents Return to Work program. Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 2.27, Population and

The CHAIR: Is the timetable for this afternoon agreed Migration, and, in particular, the Adelaide Make the Move

upon? interstate migration program. What is the government doing
TheHon. KA. MAYWALD: Yes. to address the net annual loss of South Australians to other
MsCHAPMAN: Yes. states, which was 2 654 to September 2006 (and I think an

even greater figure to December 2006, as the minister has just
: - identified), which is the second largest interstate migration
opening statement: loss behind New South Wales? Of particular concern to the

Ms CHAPMAN. | do not propose to do so. However, | opposition is that 37 per cent of all interstate moves compris-
will inquire as to whether the minister has taken on notice PP P P

. . X e S s persons aged 20 to 34.
eight omnibus questions from the opposition earlier in hef . : o
deliberations today. If she has, and those questions have beenThe Hon. K.A. MAYWALD: The interstate migration

. . . : . [program began in October 2004 with the Make the Move
directed to each of the agencies for which she is respons'blgampaign contributing to target T1.23, reducing net interstate

the committee will be relieved of my having to re-read those utflow to zero by 2010, with net inflow to be sustained until

eight questions. However, if she has not, | am happy to do S(go ' .
R . i 14. In South Australia we have been concentrating our
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: This is my first sitting, so effort on building the economy and ensuring that we have

it will be necessary to read them. : : . - .
g . . _appropriate investment in upskilling and developing our
MSC.HAPMAN' The °”!“'b”s questions are as follows: gyilled workforce programs. There has been a whole of
1. Will the minister provide a detailed breakdown of the g5vernment package in relation to the skills portfolio area,

baseline data that has been provided to the Shared Servicggich goes across the DFEEST portfolio, and the Department
Reform Office by each department or agency reporting t0 thg¢ Trade and Economic Development, DECS and various
minister, including the current total cost of the provision of yipqr departments are also involved. The total package is
payroll, finance, human services, procurement, recordgyq $98 million in looking at upskilling.
management and information technology services in €ach A heajthy economy is about ensuring that we have people
department or agency reporting to the minister, as well as thgh, want to stay and the jobs available for them to stay here.
full-ime equivalent staffing numbers involved? The other programs that we are running in relation to ‘making
2. Wlll the minister provide a detailed brgakdown of the the move’ also apply to keeping people in the state. It is about
expenditure on consultants and contractors in 2006-07 for alliyaction and retention. With respect to the other part of the
departments and agencies reporting to the minister, listing theemper's question about the statistics, the census data to

name of the consultant and contractor, cost, work undertakefhich she referred is 2001 data: itis now five years old. The

and method of appointment? _ ~new census data has not been released to us as yet. The issue
3. For each department or agency reporting to the ministesf the trend—

how many surplus employees are there as at 30 June 2007 \js CHAPMAN: That was for 2006, minister.

and, for each surplus employee, what is the title or classifica- TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: We have not had the
tion of the employee and the total employment cost of th%pgrade on that age group.

employee? Ms CHAPMAN: We have. It was published last week.

4. In the financial year 2005-06 for all departments and TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: We have not seen the
agencies reporting to the minister what underspending ogipgrade of the census figures with respect to that age group.
projects and programs was not approved by cabinet fope are still waiting for that data. However, loss of people
carryover expenditure in 2006-07? interstate is trending in the right direction. As | said in my

5. For all departments and agencies reporting to thepening statement, the net loss of people interstate is 2 765,
minister, what is the estimated or actual level of underwhich is an improvement of almost 23 per cent on the
expenditure for 2006-07 and has cabinet already approvgstevious year. So, we are trending in the right direction.
any carryover expenditure into 2007-087 If so, how much? MsCHAPMAN: If we are trending in the right direction,

6. (i) What was the total number of employees with aas the minister said, even though we have this appalling
total employment cost of $100 000 or more per employee anstatistic that somewhere between 2 500 and 3 500 people net
also, as a subcategory, what was the total number of emplogre leaving the state, why was it necessary for the government
ees with a total employment cost of $200 000 or more peto abandon the South Australian Strategic Plan target
employee for all departments and agencies reporting to thequiring a reduction in net population loss interstate to zero
minister as at 30 June 20077 by 2008 (which is just 180 days away), and will the minister

(i) Between 30 June 2006 and 30 June 2007, will thenow concede that the Adelaide Make the Move money should
minister list the job title and total employment cost of eachnow be put to better use?

The CHAIR: Does the deputy leader wish to make an
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The CHAIR: Minister, my opinion is that that may not
be a question you are able to answer at this time, but | invite
you to provide any information you can.

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: It does not reflect a budget

The CHAIR: Please proceed with a question.
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: What was the question?
MsCHAPMAN: Do you agree or not?

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | do not agree at all. | think

line. However, the issue of retention is a very important onehat what we have undertaken is a complete review of our
which we take very seriously, and it is part of our SASSAS targets through an extensive process of public consulta-
population policy target. The population policy target fortion. The review steering committee advised on the targets
South Australia, which was released in March 2004, sets thihat we should be undertaking and, where appropriate,
state’s key target of achieving a population of 2 million by changes to those targets. This was not on my advice: this was
2050. We have a number of components to our total populan the advice of the update team. The update team advised
tion targets. T1.22 on total population has components ithat these were more appropriate targets. It is certainly not
relation to interstate migration to reduce the annual nesetting the bar low: it is setting the bar still very high. We
interstate migration loss to zero by 2010 and a net inflowntend to work towards achieving those targets.
thereafter to be sustained through to 2014. Those are still very Ms CHAPMAN: At page 2.27, again on the Make the
high bars to achieve and we will be working towards thoseMove program, what were the findings of the review into the
targets. Of course, as to our overseas migration, we amgerformance of the Adelaide Make the Move program? How
looking to increase the net overseas migration gain to 8 506uch is budgeted for in the 2007-08 year to continue the
per annum by 2014. We are looking to improve the populacampaign? By way of some background, on 23 October 2006
tion fertility rate to maintain a rate of, at least, 1.7 births perduring estimates, the minister said that she was currently
woman—that is T1.25. ‘reviewing the performance of the program and refining the

MsCHAPMAN: Minister, my question was, though, why budget in relation to how we move forward’. The minister
did the government abandon its original target? | know whaadvised that the total expenditure for the year to date on the
the targets are that you just read out; they are the ones thatigration attraction program was $1.76 million for 2005-06,
they changed in January this year to the 2010 and 201which included events, marketing, etc. Minister, you also said
targets. But when the Strategic Plan was issued, it set a targi#iat the program would be redeveloped, and that we would
of net population loss at zero by 2008. My question is: whynot be doing the ‘broad brush’ advertising, saying that
did the government, if it is swimming along so beautifully $804 000 had been budgeted for marketing in 2006-07. To
with this issue, abandon that target in January this year angfresh you on my question: what were the findings of the
supplant the two that you have just referred to? review into the performance of this program?

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | suggest that ‘abandon’ TheHon. K.A. MAYWAL D: We undertook a review to
is probably not the appropriate word, given that we havesee what industry may require in regard to recruitment and
reworked our population targets on the basis of the consultaetention of skilled people in South Australia. As a result of
tion that we have undertaken. It has been extensive consultdiat review, we have had a greater participation of partners
tion under the review of the SAS targets in the pastho attended our expos. Some of the companies that attended
12 months. It was seen as appropriate to redefine our targethe expos in the Make the Move program include:
which included new targets as well as redefining that target, ASC Pty Ltd, which was represented in Melbourne and
and it was seen that the 2008 target may not have been Sydney;

achievable. However, we have set ourselves quite a high bar.

The idea of this target is to ensure that we strive beyond our
comfort zone, and we intend to do so, and it is trending in the
right direction.

MsCHAPMAN: Yesterday the target of homelessness~
was identified as something that had kept its target, which is
clearly not achievable, and that target said that in South
Australia we would halve the number of rough sleepers (the
homeless) by 2010. Now it has been disclosed in last week’s
ABS figures that, in fact, the government has achieved nine
a year, and it will be another 50 years before that target is
achieved. Clearly, that is going to be blown out of the water.
They did not change their target, simply because they said
they could not achieve it.

The CHAIR: Order! The member for Bragg, please
confine yourself to issues before this committee.

MsCHAPMAN: | am pointing out, Madam Chair, that -

Defence, which was represented in Melbourne and
Sydney;

SAPOL, which was represented in Melbourne;

Hudson, which attended both Melbourne and Sydney;
Challenge Recruitment Ltd, which attended both
Melbourne and Sydney;

Corus People Solutions, which attended both Melbourne
and Sydney;

Department for Families and Communities, which
attended both Melbourne and Sydney;

Carnegie Mellon University Heinz School Australia,
which attended both Melbourne and Sydney;

Education Adelaide, which attended both Melbourne and
Sydney;

CareerOne, which attended both Melbourne and Sydney;
PIRSA, which attended in Sydney; and

OneSteel, which attended in Sydney.

a number of targets are set in the Strategic Plan, one of whichhe other issues were that the requirements of both the
was addressed yesterday when the new statistics came odéfence and the resources industry were investigated.
and the government did not see fit to change that one. Evafowever, employers who needed to recruit interstate
though you are on, | suppose, a collision to nowhere as far afetermined that utilising the existing careers and skills expos
this target goes because you only have 180 days to compbyr their own recruitment mechanisms were adequate for their
with the original target, it has clearly been changed, with n;meeds. We determined, on the work undertaken in the
acknowledgment that the government has failed to achiev2006-07 year, that we spent about $540 000 in that program,
that target or anywhere near it. and we have budgeted for about $1 million for 2007-08. We
The CHAIR: Order! The member for Bragg, this is a time believe the program is working. We have seen some good
for questions, not debate. figures. The interstate competitive activity has increased, with
MsCHAPMAN: | am asking the minister to agree or not. Western Australia now launching the Go West program;
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Queensland has started its Head to Queensland program; andThe Hon. K.A. MAYWALD: They are the people whom
Victoria, one of the key geographical targets for the Make theve know of.

Move Program, has invested in retention campaigns estimated Ms CHAPMAN: Can you answer the question or take it
at $1 million. So, most states are following suit and taking theon notice as to how many you know of now?

lead of South Australia. TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: As | said, 13 595 inquiries
MsCHAPMAN: That is very interesting, minister, but have been received for Make the Move program since the
my question— program commenced—
The CHAIR: Order! You have not been giventhecall.| MsCHAPMAN: We got all that last year.
need to check whether members on my right have questions. The CHAIR: Order, member for Bragg!
Do members on my right have questions? TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: —and 7 379 resumes were

MsCHAPMAN: Can | just clarify something, Madam forwarded into the recruitment funnel. Of these, 750 people
Chair? | was informed by the minister at the commencemerttave been interviewed, with 223 being placed for employ-
that there would not be government questions. Unless that ieent.
not correct, | will proceed with the question. | appreciate, MsCHAPMAN: | take it that that is a no, then, that you
minister, that you have explained that other states ardo not propose to take to take the question on notice?
following suit, and that you have asked employers what skills TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: That is the information that
they need. You have given me some statistics about howe are able to give you in answer to that question.
many have gone to the expos, but my question was: did you MsCHAPMAN: | refer to page 2.7. Of the permanent
conduct the review that you said you would last year into themigrant intake, how many of the 6 364 settler arrivals in
performance of this program? 2004-05 and the 9 099 settler arrivals in 2005-06 have

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: We undertook a review subsequently left the state?
into the aspects of the program that were working, and we The CHAIR: Minister, are you able to provide that
worked with industry to see what it was that they wereinformation?
looking for in the Make the Move program, and we adapted TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Once settlers have arrived

the program accordingly. in the community and they move in and become part of the
MsCHAPMAN: Did you issue a report? community, we do not keep records on their movements
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: No, we did not. It was an afterwards, so we are unable to provide you with that
internal review. information.

MsCHAPMAN: | again refer to page 2.27. There have The CHAIR: Member for Bragg, probably one final
been 12 000 inquiries to date in response to the Adelaidguestion?
Make the Move promotional activities. How many people MsCHAPMAN: Is the minister saying, then, for those
have actually moved to Adelaide as a direct result of thevho come to South Australia and are in these figures, there
Make the Move campaign, and how many families does thigs no follow-up by either your unit or someone in government
number represent? as to whether they are there a year later, and, if so, what they
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: It can be difficult to track  are doing, whether they have employment, accommodation,
these numbers, but, of the 13 595 inquiries that were receiveat have been able to access schools, hospitals, or such that
for Make the Move since the program commenced, 7 379ou would actually have a record of what happens to our
resumes that we know of were forwarded into the recruitmenimmigrants?
funnel. Of these, 750 people have been interviewed, with 223 TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: We can undertake surveys,
being placed in employment. but there is no requirement for individuals to tell us their
Ms CHAPMAN: Minister, last year you managed to tell every movement.
us that. Last year you told us that, since July 2005, 202 MsCHAPMAN: | am not suggesting that fora moment,
people—500 when you count the family members, accordingnd | would certainly hope that the government would not
to your evidence last year—now live in Adelaide. | am askingmpose that on someone who came to South Australia—
you how many are here now as a result of this program. TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | certainly hope they would
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Thank you for asking me not either.
that; | am pleased that you have. Itis very difficult to actually MsCHAPMAN: What | am asking is whether you ask
identify those numbers. However, when you look at the neyour unit or somewhere else in government to provide that
number of people moving into the state and the populatiomformation, which, I have no doubt, those who are still living
increase that we have achieved, we believe that the prograim South Australia would be proud and pleased to give.

is worthwhile pursuing. TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The commonwealth has
MsCHAPMAN: Will the minister agree to take question undertaken some surveys on employment outcomes and the
on notice and provide us with that information? results of immigration programs, but the state has not

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: As | said, itis difficult to  undertaken that kind of work.
quantify that information, so | would not be able to provide MsCHAPMAN: Does the state have access to that
the honourable member with that information in any mannemformation?
in which it would be useful for the parliament. Itis abouta TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | am advised that the
program in which it is very hard to quantify exactly how commonwealth cannot provide us with individual details,
many people have moved to South Australia as a consejiven the privacy provisions.
quence of actually seeing or attending one of the expos that Ms CHAPMAN: We will see what the commonwealth
have been involved in the Make the Move program. says about that.

MsCHAPMAN: Minister, can you explain then, howyou  The CHAIR: Member for Bragg, you keep getting a
were able to answer that question at estimates in October ldsicky last question in.
year, when you told us that 202 people are now living in  MsCHAPMAN: Yes, thank you, Madam Chair. | refer
Adelaide as a result of this program? to the new state plan on fertility on page 2.27. Why has the
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government dropped the original Strategic Plan target tavithin the basin and increase the scope of water trading
sustain fertility at around the Australian average or better andcross the basin.

adopted a modified target, again in January this year, to | turn first to the drought and the government's response
maintain the state’s existing fertility rate of 1.7 births perto secure supplies. There have been record low inflows into

woman, which is the lowest of all states? the Murray-Darling Basin storages in 11 of the last 12
TheCHAIR: Minister, you may have some information, months. For the first time, irrigators throughout the basin
but it is clearly not an estimates question. were faced with a real possibility of no water being available

Ms CHAPMAN: | am asking the minister about what is at the start of the 2007-08 water year. Fortunately, as a result
in her budget papers on the State Strategic Plan target, whiéf recent rainfall and early releases from the Snowy system,
she spoke about in her opening remarks. | am asking why hée situation has eased—but only ever so slightly—and River
government changed the rules about what the target was durray users in South Australia will commence the water
fertility in January this year, taking it down to something thatyear with 4 per cent of their annual allocation, with the
is now the lowest of all states. prospect of improved allocations as the year progresses.

The CHAIR: Deputy leader, the time has expired. As a result of these circumstances, an extensive amount

TheHon. KA. MAYWALD: The answer to that Ofcontingency planning is under way to ensure crjtical water
question (and | refer to the previous question) is that the nejeeds, and we established a Water Security Advisory Group
targets have been established in a broad consultation procdgsOctober last year that was formerly chaired by the
and, as advised by the update team, as more appropria-[éeaswer* and now chaired by myself as Minister for Water
targets in this year's Strategic Plan. Security. Through that process we also established the Water

The CHAIR: The time for the examination of this issue SECUrity Task Force, which is made up of the chief executives
having expired, | advise that the proposed payments for th f all of the agencies that have a part to play in managing the

Department of Trade and Economic Development remai rought. We _have also setup drought response teams in each
opgn. P of the agencies that feed into the Water Security Task Force,

as well as establishing and appointing two ministerial liaison
managers in the Hon. Dean Brown—a former premier—as
the community liaison manager below lock 1, and the Hon.
Neil Andrew—the former Speaker of the House of Represen-

L . tatives—as the community liaison manager upstream of lock
Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity 1. There has been a myriad of issues that we have had to deal
Conservation, $92 038 000 : .
Administered Items for the Department of Water. Land with, but some of the actions we have undertaken to ensure
nd Biodiversity Con rvpti n. $15 078 00(3 the best possible conditions are maintained along the length
a odiversity Lonservation, of the Murray have included:
M ember ship: - sealing the barrages against the ingress of seawater into

the lower lakes;
fast-tracking dredging applications to enable individual
licensees to maintain access to water;
micromanagement of the weirs and control structures.
We also looked at pumping an extra 60 gigalitres of River
‘Murray water into storages in the Adelaide Hills to build
- i h reserves and reduce the risk of potential water quality
Mr P. O'Neill, Executive Director. problems if the drought continues. We are also lowering the
Mr G. Knezevic, Chief Finance Officer. major pumping station offtakes that supply Adelaide and
Mr P. Case, Chief Executive, Water Security Task Forcecountry areas below lock 1 so that we can keep pumping at
Ms E. Young, Director, Drought Team. a lower level. We have closed 27 regulated wetlands, saving
around 14 gigalitres. That is basically putting the small
The CHAIR: | declare the proposed payments open foramount of water we have into a smaller area. We have
examination and refer members to the Portfolio Statementindertaken investigations into nine other unregulated water
Volume 3, Part 12, pages 12.44 to 12.71. Does the ministdsodies that are connected to the River Murray, and there is
have an opening statement in this area? a series of triggers that have been identified for the closure
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Yes, | do, Madam Chair. of those. They have now been activated as a consequence of
I am pleased to open the budget estimates discussion for titee 1 July water allocations being struck at less than 50 per
River Murray program for the Department of Water, Landcent.
and Biodiversity Conservation. This has been a very momen- These closures would generate an annual evaporative net
tous year for the Murray-Darling Basin, with the impact of saving of around 46 gigalitres. We have already closed Ross
the most severe drought on record affecting businessnd Jaeschke lagoons, and we are still doing a bit of work on
industry, the environment and the general community rightake Bonney and Yatco and Gurra Gurra lakes, working
across South Australia. | believe that the drought has brougliirough some issues that we need to ensure we have well and
home to all South Australians the fact that our water retruly under control before we commence the closures there.
sources are precious and that we must all actively play a partowever, it is anticipated that, should we get the go-ahead
in achieving security of supply. Just as backyard burning i$o disconnect those wetlands, that should be completed by
no longer part of our urban culture, | believe that there is nowSeptember. We are also investing in the fast-tracking of 17
cultural acceptance that we should not waste water, regardleagter treatment plants or filtered water to 17 communities
of availability of supply at any one point in time. | will now that are presently taking unfiltered River Murray water, at a
elaborate on our drought response, as well as the plans by thest of approximately $50 million. We are also running a
commonwealth to assume management of the water resourggipeline to Clayton from the existing SA Water mains near

Mr Williams substituted for Ms Chapman.
Mr Pederick substituted for Mr Griffiths.

Additional Departmental Advisers:
Mr R. Freeman, Chief Executive, Department of Water
Land and Biodiversity Conservation.
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Milang. Further, we have provided for metered standpipesto Mr WILLIAMS: My copy of the budget does not have
be established to access water in Narrung, Meningie, Goolwéines in it, and there are no numbers on the lines.
Hindmarsh and Milang. We have also been carting water to  The CHAIR: You can refer to the fifth dot point or
the community of Raukkan. whatever. We just need to be able to identify what you are
We have had to deal with many difficult issues, and Italking about, not just a broad thing.
would like to acknowledge the exceptional work of the Mr WILLIAMS: | am talking about water security,
departments, the drought response teams, the Water Secuit\adam Chair.
Task Force and our community liaison managers, who have The CHAIR: We know that. Come on: be more specific
spent an enormous amount of time and effort in ensuring wand helpful to the committee, please. There is no excuse not
are able to deal with individuals’ issues as they arise. Weo abide by standing orders, member for MacKillop, and | am
have also been, of course, very proactive in connection witBure you can.
the national water agenda in promoting the Prime Minister's Mr WILLIAMS: | refer to the net cost of the
national plan for water security, and we have been instrumersubprogram.
tal in negotiating the way forward for the establishmentofan The CHAIR: No, not sufficient, member for MacKillop,
independent Murray-Darling authority that will report to the you can do better than that.
federal minister. This is a once-in-a-century opportunity to  pr WILLIAMS: | can only assume that the program is
getitright for the river, and South Australia has been playingyhere the budget provides the finance for things such as the
a very strong leadership role in the negotiation of theminister's advisers, the minister's press releases, and so on.
legislation, and also bringing the parties closer towards The CHAIR: Some members of the opposition seem to
agreement. __understand estimates and some do not. The issue is that it is
Iwould like to acknowledge the strong work of the senior ot ahout anything to do with the operation of the department
officials who have been working with commonwealth o1 anything to do with government policy. We have question
officials, and also interstate officials, to deal with the detailijme in the house on a regular basis for those questions.
of that legislation. We have also been successful in these lagktimates is about the specific line-by-line examination of the
12 months. |n.f|nglly delivering interstate water tradlng.acros%udget papers. Questions must refer to an identifiable budget
the three jurisdictions of New South Wales, Victoria andjine "a performance commentary or a target. The minister is
South Australia in the southern connected basin. It has begyt equipped to answer any question about anything to do
a long process in negotiating the way forward for an opeRyith the operations of the department. Ministers have been
trading regime, and we are very pleased to have been able\;gry cooperative. Member for MacKillop, have | given you
sign off with both New South Wales and Victoria in the |aStenough time to find it?
12 months. ] Mr WILLIAMS: Thank you, Madam Chair, for your
In conclusion, | am grateful for the opportunity to put explanation.
before the estimates committee an account of South Aus- The CHAIR: Do you have a reference?

tralia’s response to the unprecedented drought, and 10 \ - | L|AMS: The reference is that the government
demonstrate how South Australia is actively supportingygaplished a water security advisory group. Itis in the second
basin-wide initiatives to facilitate security of supply, includ- aragraph under the performance commentary and refers to
ing support for the commonwealth government's plan f(."Jg group of independent experts in water management in
water resources, management of the basin, and facilitatingstralia. | am sure the minister has taken significant advice
trading of water so that it may be put to best use. from the group and that its members have helped her to
The CHAIR: Member for MacKillop, do you wish to  estaplish policy. | want to ask her about a policy.
make an opening statement? . The CHAIR: That is the trouble.
Mr WILLIAMS: No, thank you, Madam Chair. Mr WILLIAMS: If we cannot ask questions about the
The CHAIR: You can proceed straight to questions.  policy | do not know what we are doing here. | often ask
Mr WILLIAMS: Minister, my first qUeStion is asked in myse]f that question’ to be quite honest.
the context of your press release of 1 July—or inthe lastday “The CHAIR: | am sure you can frame a question.
or tw_o—_regarding water restrictions in Adelaid_e. The  MrWILLIAMS: Every dollar which is appropriated in
question is: how can your government be taken seriously ofye pydget is spent on government policy. That is the way in
water restrictions and its drought measures when, in lagfhich the system operates. If we cannot ask questions about

year's estimates, following comments by— the policy and get the ministers to justify the policy which
Mr Piccolo |nter]c_ect| ng: ) explains the expenditure, | do not know how the parliament
The CHAIR: Point of order, member for Light? can make a decision about appropriating money.

Mr PICCOLO: I understood the basis of our questions  The CHAIR: Member for MacKillop, perhaps you could
is actually the budget papers, not a press release. | may Bk a concise question and the minister may be able to assist.
incorrect, because | am new to the process. In fact, | think she is saying she has been reading your mind.
The CHAIR: I uphold your point of order. lam notsure ~ TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Perhaps the specific
whether the member for MacKillop is about to refer to aquestion the honourable member wants to ask relates to water
budget line. restrictions in metropolitan Adelaide for domestic consumers.
Mr WILLIAMS: Neatrly all of my questions will refer to Mr WILLIAMS: That is certainly the question.
Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, page 12.54. With your approval, TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | advise the honourable

Madam Chair— member that is not a question for the River Murray minister
The CHAIR: Can you be a little more specific, please, but, rather, a question for the SA Water component, given

member for MacKillop, in relation to this one? that SA Water established those restrictions under that
Mr WILLIAMS: Subprogram 2.1. portfolio. The honourable member may want to check in the

The CHAIR: Aline is required, not a page. budget papers under SA Water and the impact on dividends



184 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A 3 July 2007

or the like. That might be a key place for the honourableor SA Water and as the Minister for the River Murray. | can

member to look. bring back the details of those individual licences. There is
The CHAIR: Thank you, minister—which illustrates the metropolitan licence, which is a 650 gigalitre rolling
what it is all about. licence over five years; a 50 gigalitre licence for country

Mr WILLIAMS: | will take your advice, Madam Chair. towns; and a 1.8 gigalitre licence that is held by the Minister
My understanding is that the lines were opened for thdor the River Murray. There are some other small licences
minister’s responsibilities in relation to both the River thatare held by the Minister for Environment and Conserva-
Murray and water security. tion, and there is also a small allocation of about 4.2 gigalitres

The CHAIR: No: 4.45 p.m. to 6.15 p.m. is the Depart- that is held by the minister for primary industries. There are
ment of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation. SAalso some miscellaneous licences held by SA Water, and |
Water is 6.15 p.m. to 6.45 p.m.—as, indeed, | clarified withwill bring back the details of those.

you. Mr WILLIAMS: When you bring back that information,
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | am happy to swap them minister, will you also bring back any constraints which apply
around, but I would have to bring in other officers. to those licences. For example, can you transfer water from

Mr WILLIAMS: Most of my questions relate to both the a country licence to the metropolitan licence, or vice versa?
River Murray and SA Water. SA Water operates most of theCan you transfer water from the 13 gigalitres dedicated to
infrastructure on the River Murray and provides the wateenvironmental flows back to other uses? Can you supply that
supply about which the debate on water security focuses. Ihformation as well?
the committee wants to play games— TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | can provide you with

The CHAIR: Order! That is not an appropriate comment. some of that information now, and | can get some more of the
There are no games being played. The minister’s lines werechnical detail on the transfer of separate licences within
identified earlier. Agreement was indicated by the leadSA Water’s holdings. The country licence is not transferable
speaker of the opposition. | privately confirmed that with youinto the city licences. The 50 gigalitres is specifically for
again. The minister looks as if she is trying to assist. country towns and is used for country towns, | understand.

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | am trying to find a way |do not have the officers from SA Water here and this really
forward. The period 4.45 to 6.15 p.m. is about the Departis an SA Water question. The second part of your question
ment of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation responsirelates to the 13 gigalitres which we have transferred over to
bilities and budget lines. If the honourable member wouldhe Living Murray. That is made up of licences that have been
prefer not to ask questions in that area we can move tpurchased from willing sellers from South Australia and

SA Water. | am happy to do that. some water held by the Minister for the River Murray in
Mr WILLIAMS: We do have questions in that area. Doesgovernment ownership. Those licences have been transferred
Waterproofing Adelaide come under SA Water? to a special account which is held for the Living Murray

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Waterproofing Adelaide initiative and cannot be transferred back.

comes under the Minister for Environment and Conservation. Mr WILLIAMS: Minister, why did you make an
Mr WILLIAMS: | am confused. Why do we not make announcement on, | think, 17 June that there would be a 1 per

an agreement that | ask the questions and the ministeent allocation to irrigators and then only four or five days

answers the questions. If the minister does not want to answkater make an announcement—

a question, we will move onto the next question. Mr PICCOL O: On a point of order, Madam Chair, how
The CHAIR: | would like to see the word ‘want’ does this relate to the budget?

removed. If the minister is able to the question, then she will. The CHAIR: The member for Light is correct. The
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | am happy to answer the introduction to the question suggests that it will not be in

questions in line with the schedule that has been establisheokder, however | will give the member for MacKillop time

If the honourable member has no questions for the Departe find a way to ask a question that is in order.

ment of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation budget Mr WILLIAMS: | refer to the same budget line: Budget

lines, we will move onto SA Water, and | will bring in the Paper 4, Volume 3, page 12.54, subprogram 2.1, Natural

SA Water officers. | am happy to do that. They are twoResources Management Services (River Murray). If | have

separate lines and two different responsibilities which | havethe wrong budget line for where the minister makes state-

We had agreed upon an agenda. | have no problem wittments about water allocations, | am sure she will correct me.

changing that, if that is the wish of the opposition. TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Perhaps if the member
Mr WILLIAMS: There are a number of questions refers to dot point 1, ‘providing ex gratia relief to water

relating directly to the River Murray. Again, | refer to the licence holders’, that might encompass his question. We will

budget line to which | referred earlier. Minister, given thatdraw a long bow for him.

you are now in the unique position of being the Minister for Mr WILLIAMS: | am certain that the minister knows

the River Murray, Minister for Water Security and the what | am talking about.

minister with responsibility for SA Water, | thinkitis correct ~ The CHAIR: That is fine, but the committee must ask

that for the first time in the history of the state all waterquestions that are in order. This is not the only place the

licences held by the government of South Australia are heldhember has for asking questions. | ask him to try to conform

within the portfolio of one minister. | suspect that is correct.with the standing orders.

Minister, will you detail to the committee all the licencesthat Mr WILLIAMS: | suspect, particularly in the case of this

are held by you in all those portfolio areas? Will you give theminister, that this is the only place we have to ask questions.

committee the background of how each licence came to be The CHAIR: | understand not.

held by the government? Mr WILLIAMS: That is not my understanding. Minister,
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The responsibility for why did you make a statement on, I think, 17 June that there

water licensing lies with the natural resources managememiould be a water allocation of 1 per cent of irrigators’

minister, Hon. Gail Gago; however, | do hold water licencedicences for July and then on 22 June you made an amended
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statement that that allocation would be 4 per cent? Given that The Hon. K.A. MAYWALD: Yes, there are two figures
in a matter of five days you changed the allocation by soméhere. The 13 gigalitres is what we have actually listed on the
300 per cent, was that the smart way to go to instil confidencEligible Measures Register with the Murray-Darling Basin
in the irrigation industry which is hanging out to know Commission as part of the process for recovery of water for
exactly what its future might be? the Living Murray. The 14 gigalitres includes about a
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The reason for the series gigalitre of water that we have purchased since then from
of announcements was that we have a drought policy thatilling sellers, which is not yet listed on the Eligible
requires us to provide information to irrigators at the earliesMeasures Register.
possible opportunity. We had a situation where irrigators  Mr WILLIAMS: What is meant by the statement with
were facing the possibility of a prohibition on pumping from regard to the 13 gigalitres: ‘and has been put forward for
1 July. That announcement was made by the Prime Ministénvestment by other jurisdictions’?
in conjunction with the premiers of each of the states as a TheHon. K.A. MAYWAL D: Under the Living Murray
consequence of the drought contingency planning that hagitiative there is a process whereby each jurisdiction has the
been undertaken at a national level. o opportunity to invest in other jurisdictions’ projects once they
My River Murray advisory committee, which is a nave gone through the process of being acknowledged as
subcommittee of the Natural Resources Management Boaggigible measures on the Eligible Measures Register. Then an
for the South Australian Murray-Darling Basin region, hadjnyitation goes out to each jurisdiction to invite them to invest
advised me that it was important to get information out agyp to their percentage share under the intergovernmental
soon as practically possible. In the middle of the month ilggreement for each measure. Al states that are signatories to
accordance with our drought policy | advised irrigators ofthe Living Murray initiative, with the exception of the ACT,
what the likely allocation would be at the start of the seasonaye going to invest in South Australia’s 13 gigalitre project.
| did not have definitive figures from the Murray-Darling ;L L|AMS: | understood, from statements made by
Basin Commission at that stage and there had been SOMg,, se|f and the Premier, that that was the first part of South
good flows into the system in early June that had not beef,qtrajia's contribution. Now you are telling the committee

incorporated into the end of May figures. As at 15 ‘]unethatthat contribution may form part of the contribution from
which was the middle of the month, | did not have theotherstates? y P

necessary sign-off on those inflows to be able to incorporate The Hon. K.A. MAYWAL D: | will go back and go over

those in an announcement. .
) . ow the intergovernmental agreement works. Each of the
So, rather than gazette that figure, which would be th urray-Darling Basin jurisdictions has an agreed water

gg\r/rigildtri]rlﬂg;{]o?;vgr?a\{vf/)vﬂdhi?j lg;dsirsggé C:L%uggtap?rlcl)c%, :rr] covery target and a financial expenditure target under the
g iving Murray Intergovernmental Agreement. For South

chg{rti)gtDe?lrgE?egisslrt] ochog[?/g]:;?g);sﬁ 32:]36%??00;%?&:”@5stralia, those targets are 35 gigalitres of water recovered
’ m within South Australia and an investment of

g?}iltl:’\rlgsvl\'/ﬁ% tvc\)lérsnﬁlzg\lletg%% :f’ tﬁgoenn?jso\;ﬁgﬁ?végi S\I/\g/]e $65 million. So, we have committed to investing $65 million.
Woul%l a’zette the o enir¥ fiqure. But it was qoind to Be apome of that $65 million we will invest in some of our own
9 P g nigure. going onects and we will also invest in projects interstate. For

least 1 per cent. The reason for doing that was to ensure th ; ; e ;
people were given information as soon as it was available th ample, we have invested in the Victorian governments

o ater recovery project, which includes the Goulburn-Murray
the prohibition to pump was no longer relevant and that therevater project and also the Lake Mokoan decommissioning.

\(,;V:ﬁt%?lrr:%:z be an allocation and it would possibly be 1 pef have just been advised that we have actually invested in the
: . . .. _water project with Goulburn-Murray but we have not yet
| gave plenty of notice with that statement and did Ginvested with Lake Mokoan, but we are considering that.

significant amount of media work, and | also provided .
information through the numerous networks we have The project that we he_lve put forvyard _under part of our
target to achieve 35 gigalitres of savings in South Australia

established to provide data and information to irrigation; C
communities that that would be upgraded at the end of th$ the 13 gigalitres of water that has been put forward as an

week once | got the final sign-off from the Murray-Darling eligible project. It has the tick off, and all jurisdictions can
Basin Commission on the results of the beginning of Jun&W invest in that. Our target is to Invest our $65_m|II|on,
inflows. Normally, at the middle of the month when we WhICh. is our component of the $500 million to achieve the
gazette, we only gazette on the basis of the end of tha00 gigalitres by 2009. o
previous month's data but, given the need to getinformation Mr WILLIAMS: How do you make the decisions on
out as quickly as we possibly could, we decided to defer th#hich projects you will invest in, and is it expected that the
decision until later in the week, 22 June, when we got som@mount of money that South Australia has agreed to invest—|
numbers signed off regarding the beginning of June inflowsthink you said $65 million—would be excess of the cost of
Mr WILLIAMS: I refer to page 2.54 of the budget and the investment required in South Australia to provide the
to the performance commentary. There is a statement in th&® gigalitres?
performance commentary regarding the Living Murray TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Can you repeat the second
35 gigalitre target. Could the minister explain this, becauséalf of that question?
it does not mean anything to me? It says in the third to last Mr WILLIAMS: South Australia is committed, |
paragraph that 14 gigalitres of the water have been recovereghderstand, to provide 35 gigalitres of water savings and is
Then it goes on to say ‘13 gigalitres of government-ownedalso committed to spend $65 million. Is it expected that the
water, mainly purchased from willing sellers, were placed or$65 million will provide more than enough money for the
the Living Murray Eligible Measures Register in 35 gigalitres of water? Irrespective of that, how do you decide
February 2007 and has been put forward for investment bwyhich projects to invest in and which ones not to invest in?
other jurisdictions. | am a little surprised that we have not just invested part of
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our money into that 13 gigalitres. As | said, thatis partofour TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The salt interception
investment; it is part of our water. schemes are not offset against allocation; that is not a
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: We have, indeed. You calculation. The salt interception schemes are part of the
cannot link the two targets. There is a target of 35 gigalitredasin-wide salinity strategy, and are accounted for separately
of water that has to be found in South Australia, and there isnder that strategy. | will bring back the detail for the
a commitment from South Australia to invest $65 million member in relation to the number of litres pumped from each
towards the 500-gigalitre target. Clearly, the $65 million will of the different salt interception schemes.
recover possibly more water than the 35 gigalitres in South Mr WILLIAMS: | refer to the same budget line. The
Australia. We have invested in the 13 gigalitres. In fact, thaMurray River NRM Board has been given the role of the
water was purchased by the state government out of tHelurray River environmental manager. Is an amount of
$65 million that we are setting aside for the Living Murray funding paid from the minister's budget to support that
initiative. That 13 gigalitres was put on the eligible register,function? Last year the minister indicated that the cost was
and other jurisdictions can then invest and we recoup som®500 000. | was wondering whether that is funded out of the
of the funds for that investment. We then reapply that to otheminister’s budget.
Living Murray initiatives. So, the other jurisdictions are  TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The role of the River
required to invest their money to deliver their targets and als@urray environmental manager is funded by DWLBC from
other targets in other jurisdictions. A total of $500 million hasthe River Murray Improvement Fund and the National Water
been pooled for projects across the board that will givanitiative.
500 gigalitres, but the 500 gigalitres is not evenly propor- Mr PEDERICK: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3,
tioned like the funding is. We have a higher proportion ofpage 12.46, Highlights 2006-07, dot point 4. Are details on
funding in our $65 million. application forms for the Rainwater Tank Plumbing Rebate
As to how we go about determining which projects weScheme available at the point of sale for rainwater tanks? If
fund, with respect to the 13 gigalitres, we funded that fullnot, why not?
project, then we invited other jurisdictions to invest back in  TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | need to advise the
it. That gives us more money in the pool to then go out angnember that the Waterproofing Adelaide strategy in that line
invest in other projects, which we will be doing. A numberis the responsibility of the Minister for Environment and
of feasibility assessments are undertaken on things such @®nservation (Hon. Gail Gago). It would be useful if we did
the innovative market options, which is part of our 35 giga-a little research on which minister has responsibilities.
litres, and also understanding the triggers for investmentin \jy pEDERICK: It would be useful perhaps if the

on-farm infrastructure, which is another project that we argyovernment did not play so many games, and certainly—
looking at introducing to make up the rest of our 35-gigalitre” e cHAIR: Order!

project. There is a whole range of projects totalling about . e

249 gigalitres (I believe the figure is) in New South Wales PrAJeTAanEElACKMAYr:/(\)IALD' | have a point of order
and Victoria. South Australia has already agreed to invest "}here are—. o ) )
some Victorian projects, and we are considering other
projects. We undertake a full assessment of them, and we

look at value for money and whether or not we see that Wate%ﬁ)eu_are a witness. There is no need to do so. | am asking

TheCHAIR: Minister, you cannot raise a point of order:

beneficial.
as beneticia Mr PEDERICK: Everyone can play the game, Madam
M ember ship: Chair.
Mrs Geraghty substituted for Mr Piccolo. The CHAIR: Member for Hammond, we are not about

playing games. We are about respecting the budget lines and

Mr WILLIAMS: | refer to page 12.56 and the second tothe processes of this parliament. | understand that there are
last paragraph in the performance commentary, which statesome difficulties in working out these portfolios, but it is
In 2006-07, the Independent Audit Group’s review of SouthNecessary to reSpeCt. th? minister's response as to whether or
Australia found that this state was again under its cap on diversior0t she has responsibility: she knows.
target, thereby adding to the cumulative cap credit that South Mr PEDERICK: That is fine. | will just keep asking, and
Australia has developed. | will defer the questions that need deferring. | refer to
What is meant by that? Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, page 12.45, Targets 2007-08, dot
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: As the member would be point 12. When will the rehabilitation of the Lower Murray
aware, South Australia signed up to the cap, | believe, imeclaimed irrigation areas be completed?
1996. We have an obligation to ensure that our extractions TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: As to the Lower Murray
and diversions are maintained beneath that cap. When we aeclaimed irrigation area, the 2007-08 targets are to arrange
audited, an assessment is undertaken of our compliance withe rehabilitation funding deed for the remaining two
the cap. We have performed well against that compliance ardistricts, which is now completed, as | understand it. All
at this stage we are in credit, in that we have not used up tehabilitated land in the program is to be metered by 1 July
our cap in each year. So, we are ahead of target—unlike oth@007. All drainage water and reuse works are to be completed
jurisdictions, for example, New South Wales, which hasby 1 July 2008. There is a continuation of the on-farm
consistently breached the Barwon-Darling cap provisions.infrastructure works through 2007-08 and to complete the
Mr WILLIAMS: I refer to subprogram 2.1, page 12.54. farm consolidation and exit payments in 2007-08.
Water is currently pumped in the River Murray saltintercep- Mr PEDERICK: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3,
tion schemes in South Australia. What will that volume risepage 12.45, Highlights 2006-07, at dot point 9. Have water
to when the schemes now being planned are operational, antkters been installed to cover all of the thousand hectares
is this volume of water being offset against any formalalready rehabilitated in the Lower Murray reclaimed irriga-
allocation? How is it accounted for? tion area? If not, when will this area be fully metered?
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TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | am advised that not all TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The 13 gigalitres will be
properties have been metered as yet, and there have beesated the same as any other licence and, in fact, there was
some specific reasons in relation to different individualsome allocation early on in the season in 2006-07 of Living
circumstances and, in particular, the fact that the fundindMurray water to environmental projects that took into
deeds have only just recently been signed by some irrigatorsonsideration the 60 per cent allocation of those licences
So, the metering program is slightly behind scheduleunder the notice of restriction that is currently in force.
although we anticipate that over 2007-08 that will be TheCHAIR: Before inviting the member for MacKillop
rectified. to ask another question, | want to confirm some last-minute

Mr PEDERICK: | have a supplementary question on therearrangements of the timetable. | now have 4.45 to 5.45 p.m.
same budget line. Is it because meters just have not beéor this current line relating to DWLBC, etc., 5.45 to

physically available? 6.05 p.m. for SA Water, 6.05 to 6.50 p.m. for small business,
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | am not aware thatthatis and 6.50 to 7.40 p.m. for Office of Regional Affairs. Is that
the case, but we can certainly inquire. correct? There is no break. Is that your understanding,

Mr PEDERICK: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, Minister? _ _ _
page 12.46, Highlights 2006-07, at dot point 11. How long . TheHon. K.A.MAYWALD: | apologise to the opposi-

will it be before the Murraylands and the South-East are fullyfion; | did not expect that to go straight to the chair. We were
metered? talking about those time frames. Are you happy to accept

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Once again, the Natural that?
Resources Management Act resides with the Minister for M WILLIAMS: Yes. _ _
Environment and Conservation, and that is a question best 1he CHAIR: Is it okay to proceed with that timetable?
referred to that minister. | have the responsibility under tha¥Ve will push forward Wlth DWLBC while we worK it out.
act for the Natural Resources Management Board for the Mr WILLIAMS: We will continue, Madam Chair. | refer
Murray-Darling Basin region, but not across the state. {0 page 12.54, natural resource management services, River

Mr WILLIAMS: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3, Murray. Minister, in your media release of 17 June, you

page 12.57, subprogram 2.3: Infrastructure  Service$tated:
Minister, you have claimed a number of times that the Water will be available for industrial users from July 1, however,

; : y will need to complete a water efficiency plan to demonstrate
barrages are leaking because they were only designed to w actly how they will reduce their usage. The Departmentvill

one way. If that is the case, were they not designed to keeRork closely with industry associations and large water-using
the saltwater out of the freshwater, rather than the freshwat@usinesses to achieve savings. Industrial users should contact their

out of the saltwater? Several sources, both DWLBC and SAvater supply company for details of their obligations.
Water's website, make statements similar to the followinguiinister, | note that the latest water restrictions are gazetted,
from SA Water's website which states that the barrages wergut there is nothing in th€azette or notice about invoking
... constructed across the channels leading from Lake Alexandrirfiese obligations on industrial users. Under what powers are
to the Murray Mouth to prevent seawater entering Lake Alexandringou invoking the obligations of industrial users to complete
and Albert during periods of low river flow. a water efficiency plan?

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: It is quite obvious that The CHAIR: Are you able to answer that one, minister;
there have been some real issues with the barrages in recéirgounds a bit outside to me?
times because of the prolonged period of reverse head that we The Hon. K.A. MAYWALD: Yes, | am. The users who
are experiencing on an almost continuous basis down at ttege directly from the River Murray are licensed under the
barrages. The barrages were never designed for reverse hédatural Resources Management Act and the restrictions will
for this extended period. They are not completely watertighbe under the powers of that particular act. More specifically,
heads; it is possible for seawater to leak into Lakeregulations under the Natural Resources Mangement Act and
Alexandrina which is increasing the salt concentration of théVaterworks Act requiring the preparation of water efficiency
lake. As we have identified the leakages, we have beeplans by industrial users both River Murray licensees and SA
working hard with extra crews that have been employed tdVater customers, were approved by Her Excellency the
assist with dealing with the leakages as they arise, and we a@overnor and was published in t@@vernment Gazette on
doing daily patrols of the barrages. It has certainly been &hursday 28 June 2007.
matter of concern to the government in relation to how we Mr WILLIAMS: Madam Chair, with the committee’s
manage the increased salinity as a result of the egress afreement, | am more than happy to move to SA Water.
seawater into the lower lakes. Apart from plugging them as The CHAIR: We can proceed to SA Water with a change
quickly as we possibly can as the leaks arise, we have greef advisers. Thank you to the advisers from DWLBC, and so
difficulty in implementing any other programs that would be on.
able to minimise that leakage.

Mr WILLIAMS: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 3,
page 12.54, subprogram 2.1: Natural Resources Management
Services (River Murray). As we move forward in this current Administered Items for the Department of Treasury and

year, what is the status of the environmental flows, namely, Finance, $1 065 167 000
the 13 gigalitres that we have talked about several times )
already? Will these flows continue and, if so, will the same Departmental Advisers:

percentage reduction be applied to the environmental flows Ms A. Howe, Chief Executive, SA Water.

as irrigators receive? That is, will 4 per cent of that 13 giga- Mr J. Ringham, Chief Operating Officer.
litres be allowed to flow if that is all the irrigators get, or will Mr P. Mendo, Chief Financial Officer.

none of it be flowing? What is the status of that environment- Mr. P. Prodanovski, Financial Controller.

al flow? Ms A. Westley, Manager, Ministerial Liaison.
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The CHAIR: We have clarified our lines and find that we undertaken as part of the long-term planning for water
have lines open. | declare the proposed payments reopenseécurity.
for examination, and refer members to the Portfolio State- A healthy water supply is essential for a healthy
ment, Volume 1, pages 3.37 to 3.42. | confirm that this relatesommunity. SA Water recognises that sustainable use of
to SA Water. Do you have an opening statement, minister3vater is one of our most urgent resource challenges, and itis

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Yes, | do. South Australia, committed to working to secure South Australia’s water
like much of the nation, has been affected by the most sevefPPly in the long term. . .
drought on record. This year, we have had to deal with a The CHAIR: Does the member for MacKillop wish to
whole new landscape, with water security becoming cruciaMake a statement?
to the state’s continued prosperity. SA Water has been Mr WILLIAMS: No, Madam Chair. If | make a state-
required to introduce and manage the most significant watéRent, | think that the time allotted will be all gone. However,
restrictions imposed in this state. While it is estimated that am still confused. As Minister for Water Security, do you
these measures will impact on SA Water by about $25 milliorhave a budget line, and what do you do?
in 2007-08, it is important to note that South Australians have TheHon. K.LA.MAYWALD: | have responsibility for
demonstrated an exceptional response to water restrictio#\ Water as the Minister for Water Security. As the Minister
with our water consumption falling significantly. for the River Murray, | have responsibility for the River

In the year ahead, SA Water will undertake significant\urray Actand that part of the Natural Resources Manage-

planning for a secure water future. SA Water has Committefxne'\r}It AV?IIITEII ;\el\f/leg tSO the River Murray.d ivol
$3 million to a full environmental study into a desalination V' - S0, water security does not involve
plant for metropolitan Adelaide, with much of the work to be ProJects such as Waterproofing Adelaide, Waterproofing the

undertaken in 2007-08. In tandem with this study, SA WatelSOUth and so on? ) .

will undertake further investigations into increasing the TheHon. KA. MAYWALD: Only those projects that are
capacity of Mount Bold Reservoir, building on an initial S Water projects. . . .

scoping study. In 2007-08, approximately $1.2 million will _, M WILLIAMS: It makes italmost impossible, Madam
be spent on a comprehensive investigation of the geology &:halr,_ for the committee to asl_< questions. | have_a S?I‘IGS of
the site, incorporating past knowledge and informing furtheduestions on the Waterproofing the South project; some
environmental and engineering studies. In total, it is expecteB€Main to SA Water and some do not.

e g ; e TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The policy area for
h Il 1 I I he f I . . . g
;[N(?I:EEB million to $10 million will be spent on the feasibility Waterproofing the South resides with the Minister for

vironment and Conservation. However, | am quite happy
_ Due to the drought, SA Water has accelerated phase 3 gf 5o guestions on any projects which are part of any of the
Its country water qualltyllmproyement program, and COnStru(:Waterproofing Adelaide projects and which are SA Water’s
tion on the first of eight pipelines (Mount Pleasant to

. X . O responsibility.
Tungkillo) has commenced. The project will provide filtered I\F;Ir WIL L);AM S: 1 understand that the Waterproofing the
water to 15 communities along the River Murray at ang

. . . - .. South project was originally conceived as a $66 million
estimated project cost of approximately $54 million, and IzgrOJECt' It now turns out that it is supposed to be a

is expected to be tcotmré)rlleted by Fne erl'?hgf;i:ﬁ 3€e|ar.fln MY¥119 million project. Can you tell the committee where the
Fr‘a\q"?us c_on:me_n S IO' e1c70mm| ee,_t_ ml ald I'rke etLret ostincrease has occurred? Obviously, | will have to ask you
0that project as involving L 7-communities; twould Ik€ thaly, answer that, and | will have to ask your ministerial

to correct that number to 15. As a further drought measure, :
. . 2 olleague to do the same. Hopefully, the extra projects you
SA Water will construct a new 12.1 kilometre pipeline to thegive us will fill in all the gaps that have appeared. However,

gazvinsship”_of Claytog at fa hCOS_IE of about $5dmillion. 'I(;he the reality is that, in the last week, the federal government
- million upgrade of the Torrens aqueduct to reducg,,, nced that it will put $34 million (I think that was the
water losses through evaporation and. Ieakage IS now w igure) towards that project. All of a sudden, the state
gﬂﬂﬁrwfgéffgg approximately $12 million will be spent gy, emment is complaining. | am trying to get my head
9 o _around why the project has gone from $66 million to
A preferred option has been selected and a detailegs19 million.
concept design has commenced for the Christies Beach waste The Hon. K.A. MAYWALD: | can certainly help the

water treatment plant upgrade. About $5 million will be spentmember with his confusion on this project. The project is led
in the coming year as the concept design is completed angl, the Onkaparinga council; it has the lead role in this
preparations for construction commence. This upgrade W'kbroject, and it has made the application to the federal
include enhanced effluent quality, which is a key componengovernment’s National Water Commission for Australian
of the Waterproofing the South project. Construction of theyovernment Water Fund funding. Initially, when the project
$48.5 million Eyre Peninsula water supply upgrade isyas first presented to the Australian government for consider-
complete, enabling the delivery of water to augment groundation for funding, SA Water was a smaller partner in the
water supplies on Eyre Peninsula. project. When the Australian government reviewed the
SA Water has a borrowing target with a debt to asset ratiapplication from the Onkaparinga council, they determined
ranging from 15 to 25 per cent. This target range provideshat they would prefer to see more state government involve-
sufficient flexibility for SA Water to meet its capital invest- ment in the project.
ment needs. For the forward estimates, a gearing ratio of We then went back and revisited the project with the
around 18 to 19 per cent will be maintained over the next fouDnkaparinga council, and we incorporated further works at
years. This will be reviewed, however, as feasibility work isthe Christies Beach waste water treatment plant, which
completed on capital works projects, such as desalinatiomrought the total project cost to $119.2 million. Of that, the
reservoir expansion and other Waterproofing Adelaiddgotal expenditure for the City of Onkaparinga would be
projects. A review of water pricing structures will also be $23.1 million, $67.7 million from SA Water, $2 million from
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the Adelaide Mount Lofty Natural Resources Managementlearly ahead of the locally based supplier in regard to
Board, and $26.4 million from the Willunga Basin Water delivery of the project.

Company. The funding that was sought from the components Mr WILLIAMS: Have the proponents of the resort
of the project was as follows: the City of Onkaparinga weredevelopment at Port Hughes been given any undertakings at
seeking $17.6 million from the federal government againsall from SA Water that they will be able to access water from
their $23 million total project cost; SA Water was seekingthe potable water supply until such time as the housing
$21 million towards our $67.7 million cost; the board wasdevelopment is providing enough effluent for recycling to
seeking $1 million against its $2 million cost; and the provide for the resortirrigation needs; and, if they have been
Willunga Basin Water Company was seeking $13.2 milliongiven such undertakings, is there a time after which potable
against its $26.4 million cost—being a total project cost ofwater would not be available for golf course irrigation?
$119.2 million. The total ask of the Australian Government TheHon. K.A. MAYWAL D: SA Water has not received

Water Fund was $52.9 million. a formal application for a water supply, as the development
application has not yet been submitted. However, the

MsBEDFORD: | move: developers contacted SA Water in October 2005 regarding
That the time for the sitting of the committee be extended beyondvater supply to the development, and were informed that

6 p.m augmentation charges would apply to the development, and
Motion carried. that further discussions should be held when details of the

development were finalised. We understand that the proposal
Mr WILLIAMS: As a follow-up to the answer just given: is to develop 2 000 residential allotments, a 120-room resort

as regards the SA Water component which, on my undefotel, and an 18-hole golf course with associated commercial
standing, is further treatment work at the Christies Beac/@"d recreational facilities at Port Hughes. -
waste water treatment plant, why are they seeking funding In August 2006 the developer was informed tha_t sufficient
from the federal government when SA Water has a lewyvater was available for the development, subject to the
applied to all sewerage rates—which is still being collected—t0llowing conditions: augmentation works, approach mains
which | thought was put towards SA Water’s environmentaf2nd reticulation pipework to be paid for; consideration being
improvement program? given to finding an alternative source of water for the golf

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The SA Water component COUrSe; if the golf course is to be supplied from SA Water’s

is about improving the quality of the treatment to enable it to>YStém: the peak demand should be limited to 20 litres per

be part of the Onkaparinga program, and so the eXtraecond; and water supply availability is subject to water

component that was developed in the second round dJesource availability. The development is expected to

discussions and negotiations was to do with increasing th‘éor?mfor&e’ Slijb{eit to d(?[velloSpment atlpprovall, ”; IatSeAZS\(l)ior
quality of the effluent treatment. early and take up 1o 1o years 1o compiete. ater

Mr WILLIAMS: Is it correct that the water quality will continue to work with the developer to finalise water

. . . supply to the residential and commercial elements of the
g?arg:jn;g§g;[ Iggtsht?wgr:%rrt?\iennlz i?\'/?g;flng :)g:?sesggrmﬁoﬁzr evelopment. SA Water is alsp continuing to encourage the
10 milligrams per litre of dissolved nitrogen? developer to utilise an alternative source of water for the golf

’ . course. Use of water for the development will be subject to
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: We meet the EPAlicence ,, \vater restrictions applicable at the time.
requirements and, for the reuse water, it is not about the "\ \wILLIAMS: How was the decision made to have SA
nitrogen content; it is qbput the bacf[eriological quality. Water spend $3 million on the potential environmental
Mr WILLIAMS: Minister, what is the capacity of the jmpacts of a desalination plant (if one was built on the coast
Glenelg waste water treatment plant to produce both B-classy adelaide), given that the government’s desalination task
and A-class water; how much of this capacity has beefgrce, which is charged with investigating the desalination
utilised through water reuse; what quantity of water has beegption for Adelaide, is not due to report until October this
reused in the 12-month period for which the latest figures argear?
available; and what is the time frame to use water from thiS  The Hon. K.A. MAYWALD: On the advice of the chair

source to water Adelaide parklands as announced by thg the desalination working group, the government deter-
Premier in July 2005? mined to apply funding to get that process under way, given

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Currently there are about that it would be useful to do that environmental study
two gigalitres of treated water that is recycled and reused gkgardless of whether or not we determine to progress a
the Adelaide Airport, and for public open space and golfgesalination plant for Adelaide. We believed it was important
courses. The total throughput of the plant is about 13 have the environmental assessment undertaken so that we
gigalitres, and the Adelaide parklands pipeline and reusgnderstood more about the gulf and what impacts desalination
project is still under consideration. might have on it.

Mr WILLIAMS: Minister, | think you mentioned in your Mr WILLIAMS: According to this morning’s paper, you
opening statement the improvement program for the delivergre planning a trip over the next few days to study desalina-
of part of the water in some country areas of South Australiation. The opposition received a note from the government
Does SA Water have a policy of preference for Southwhip seeking a pair and was told that you have been ‘asked
Australian suppliers? | ask the question because | have noteg travel overseas to visit and speak at a number of events
a complaint from the South Australian Water Alliance thatrelevant to the portfolios of trade and industry and water
reputable South Australian suppliers were overlooked for @ecurity’. We found out this morning that you are going to—
Victorian-based company to supply those treatment plants. The CHAIR: Member for MacKillop, can you refer this

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: SA Water has a policy for to a budget line?
local suppliers where they are competitive. That was an open- Mr WILLIAMS: Itis the budget line of SA Water. | refer
tender process, and the Melbourne-based company wésBudget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 3.38.
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The CHAIR: Does that identify a trip? TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Firstly, can | make one

Mr WILLIAMS: Well, I assume the trip has been paid minor correction to the record. In a previous answer under
for out of the $153 million, which is budgeted for SA Water. SA Water | did advise that the country licence of SA Water

The CHAIR: Member for Mackillop, | thought you were could not be traded. In fact, it can be traded to a first use
getting it. This question does not sound like it is in order. licence, and that is the Adelaide metropolitan licence, but it

Mr WILLIAMS: | am sure that in the government's Must be used first prior to any other allocation. It has only
opinion it does not sound like it is in order. occurred once back in 2003 and the transfer was a very small

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | would be happy to amount. .
comment, Madam Chair. The purpose of the trip is to T heCHAIR: Thank you, minister. As the member who
incorporate a number of visits and speaking engagementasked that question is not here, can you undertake to provide
and also visit desalination plants. that answer to him? , ,

Mr WILLIAMS: | was about to get to the specific 1 heHon. K.A. MAYWALD: We will certainly do that.
question. Minister, what specific issues will you be inquiring! "@ve @ brief opening statement. The small business portfolio
into on this trip; and would it have been more beneficial to!S Situatéd within the Department of Trade and Economic
wait until the desalination working group reported to theD€velopment as the Office of Small Business. The Office of

government in October so that the investigative trip would>Mall Business has responsibility for the delivery of services
have been informed as opposed to being speculative? to small business, the business enterprise centres and the

The CHAIR: That is definitely not an estimates question Small Business D_evelopment Council. .Last year| commis—
but the minister may care to indulge you 'sioned a state-wide survey to determine the most critical

. regulatory issues for small and medium size business and to
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | am happy to respond to . : . .
the question, even though the question%g); been I?uled out :S'F““fy areas where the state government may act in reducing
order. Itis important to note that | am taking the chair of the egg'\fg?;ﬁ th;Tgtlilgr?(ﬁabsu{ﬁeenl;Qgest area of concern. and
desalination working group with me on this trip to assistin__ = ' P
informing him and rr?egregaprding desalination i§sues. We ar articularly payroll tax. | am happy o be able to say that this

. . L . udget will introduce payroll tax cuts that will benefit
meeting with the Minister for Environment and Water businesses by over $300 million over the next four years.

. ) , : oL From1 July this year the rate of payroll tax will reduce from
for Environment in Dubai, and we will also be visiting a ¢ ¢ per cent to 5.25 per cent, with a further reduction from 1

number of sites that have experienced different issues '5'u|y 2008 to 5 per cent. From 1 July 2008, South Australia

relation to the development of their desalination plants. We,i'h e o pavroll tax rate equal to that of Victoria and equal
see it as animportant part of informing not only the Comm't'second lowest in the nation. More than 6 500 employers

tee In its dellberatlon_s but also the government an_d me. hiring more that 370 000 South Australians will benefit from
The CHAIR: | think we can say the agreed time hasthese tax cuts.
concluded. ) o Another key area of concern raised was red tape. The
Mr WILLIAMS: | think we could say the examination premier has committed to cutting red tape by 25 per cent by
of the detail of the budget has been very scant. July 2008. A Competitiveness Council, which | chair, was
_TheCHAIR: There were agreements, and that is the waystaplished last year to make recommendations on practical
itis. There being no further questions, | declare the examinpitiatives to enhance our international competitiveness. The
ation of the proposed payments relating to the Minister fogoyncil is currently undertaking industry reviews to identify
the River Murray and the Minister for Water Security steps the government could take to reduce compliance
completed; that is, the Administered Items for the Departmengrgens, starting with the cafe and restaurant industry, then
of Treasury and Finance, $1 065 167 000. We also had op&fyjilding and construction, transport, motor vehicle retailing,
the estimate of payments for the Department of Water, Langdq fishing and aquaculture. The Business Council of
and Biodiversity Conservation, $92 038 000, and adminisasralia has recognised South Australia as one of the leading
tered items for that departrr_lent. | declare the examination %ftates in red tape reform. The council's report, released on 28
the propose_d payments qdjourned and refer them to commmay 2007—‘A Scorecard of Red Tape Reform’'—ranks
tee B. | remind the committee that the proposed payment fogth Australia ahead of all other states except Victoria.
the Department of Trade and Economic Development pyrther, on 18 June 2007, the government announced the
remains open and | invite the relevant advisers to the tablegtate’s most intensive and wide-ranging review of the
planning system. The Economic Development Board
identified the need for planning reforms to help implement
economic development in South Australia. The State
Planning and Development Review will assist the govern-

Departmental Advisers: ment’s red tape reduction commitment by ensuring that the
Mr R. Garrand, Chief Executive, Department of Trade aan|anning system is further streamlined.

Economic Development. In South Australia we have a high proportion of family
Ms A. Allison, Director, Corporate Services. businesses, accounting for over 55 per cent of the South
Mr A. Joy, Director, Office of Small Business. Australian workforce. Some 60 per cent of these businesses

are projected to change ownership or leave their industries in
Member ship: the next six to 10 years. The Premier recently announced that

Mr Pisoni substituted for Mr Williams. the next Thinker in Residence would be Dr Dennis Jaffe, an
Mrs Penfold substituted for Mr Pederick. expert in business management, to provide advice on how to

manage family business, especially the transition to new
The CHAIR: We now call to the table the Minister for owners or succession within family. Dr Dennis Jaffe will be
Small Business. Minister, do you have an opening statemenif? residence from 25 June to 31 August.
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The state government provides significant direct supponpolitical candidates more widely than Trades Hall. | believe
and assistance to small business, primarily through ththe Treasurer himself confirmed that he did not have the
Department of Trade and Economic Development and theicker’ for business when he turned down the opportunity to
network of nine business enterprise centres (BECs). Outrightuy a steel business as quoted in®rday Mail advertorial
winner of the Best Metropolitan BEC in Australia went to our of 3 June this year where it was stated:

Western Area Business Enterprise Centre, Port Adelaide.  would Kevin throw in his lot with Bannon government
Best BEC Manager in Australia was awarded to a Soutlminister Lynn Arnold or would he go into business? ‘It was really

Australian again, Allan Amezdroz, of the Inner Southerngoing to be a 50-50 cut whether my wife, Cathy, and | bought a steel
BEC in Morphettville. business and mortgaged the family home, or whether | worked as a

Servi include: | busi inf . busi ggitical adviser,’ he says. ‘And my guess is that | didn’t quite have
ervices include: general business information, a businegse courage to take on the challenge of a small business, to be

licence information service, free business skills developmersrutally honest.’
programs and a business owners coaching program. Tk,\_@e went on to say:

overnment also supports the business helpline, a free ) ) ) )
g PP P ‘| think, coming from a humble background, job security was

telephope Coungglllng service .to small buglness OWNelFore important than risking what little assets we had on building a
during times of difficulty and crisis. Small Business Month, pysiness.

which is an initiative of the Small Business Developmem.l_
Council, will again be run in 2007. The event will include a
range of workshops and information sessions delivered i
collaboration with the BECs and regional developmen
boards across metropolitan and regional South Australia. As
you can see, Madam Chair, the state government is ve

supportive of delivering a range of programs to small X L e
business to enhance their future development and Succesg)_evelopment Council. As it is the stated objective of the

The CHAIR: Do you have an opening statement membeFma" business program to ensure small business issues are
for Unley? ' ' represented at state government level, can the minister

Mr PISONI: Yes, thank you, Madam Chair. The small explain why Business SA, which previously always has been

business portfolio is seen as a minor, or part-time, portfolidéPresented on small business development councils, is
by this Labor government. The Liberal Party, and | personalgurrently being denled_a posm_on? .
ly, see it as a vital portfolio and a critical area. Small to 1€ CHAIR: That is a policy question, but you may
medium businesses are the powerhouses of our stat@gSWer, minister, if you care to. ,
economy and, collectively, its largest employer. While they  TheHon. K.A.MAYWALD: The Small Business
should, where possible, be left to do what they do beslpevelopment_CouncH’s primary role is to advise the Minister
without interference from the government, the governmentor Small Business on specific matters that have been referred
does have a role to play in supporting and encouraging smd@ it by the minister or on issues that it raises independently.
business to invest, employ and create wealth. Thg council also advises on key issues under Soyth Aus-
The Rann Labor government is failing small business ifralia’s Strategic Plan that relate to that sector. It is not a
this budget, and generally, by having a part-time ministefr€Presentative body and does not purport to represent
This minister and the government do not give small busine<different industry associations. It has a.broad representation
the priority it deserves, failing to adequately address taxatioff People from all walks of small business. | provide the
issues such as payroll tax, stamp duty and land tax. | can téllowing information on who was appointed to serve the
the committee that the small business community is bitterljWOo-year term, which expires on 30 June 2008.
disappointed at the fact that the threshold has remained at the | chair the council, as the Minister for Small Business, and
lowest in Australia at $504 000. This government is all talkthe members are: Ms Liz Davies, Storpac Pty Ltd; Ms Linda
and no action on reducing compliance costs and the red tafddredge, Glenryden Pty Ltd; Ms Debra Ferguson, Ferguson
burden, and | would be interested to know how the reductioftustralia Pty Ltd (and who, | understand, is a member of
of 25 per cent is progressing and also how it is measured. Business SA); Mr Robert Ferguson, Fergusons Chartered
This Labor government supports the federal Labor partﬁccountants; Mr Chris Herrmann, InfoTec Communications
and its agenda of dismantling critical elements of workplacéty Ltd; Mr Malcolm Johnson, Johnson Home Improve-
reform, such as AWAs, which have underpinned Australia’gnents; Ms Rose Kemp, Riverland Plaza Pharmacy; Ms Susan
ongoing economic success. It also supports Kevin Rudd’see, Soniclean Pty Ltd; Mr Conor McKenna, Twoeyes Pty
plan to reintroduce unfair dismissal laws, which will curtail Ltd; Mr Philip Sims, Robern Menz (Mfg) Pty Ltd;
the confidence of the small business sector to employ staff fdy!s Beverley Turner, Emu Ridge; and Mr Kym Webber,
the first time, in some cases, or even to commit to training/Vaikerie Crash Pty Ltd. So, as the committee can see, there
staff for the first time. In fact, the removal of unfair dismissal'S @ broad cross-section of businesses and industries repre-
laws has given small businesses the ability to take a risk witented by those individuals. They do not bring to the table a
a new kid on the block and often employ a kid in their first'epresentative body of any associations, and Business SA is
job and give them valuable experience that they otherwis@h association, as such, and does not run a business. The
would not gain. members on this forum represent a business and the idea of
This government fails to understand that small busines#is council is to get people who are actually practitioners in
owners were born in the same hospitals as their employeeausiness.
They are not a special breed. They are, in almost all cases, Mr PISONI: Business SA has previously been on that
one-time employees themselves. They have taken the risk g@uncil.
support themselves and their families in a very competitive The CHAIR: Member for Unley, do you have a question?
environment. | believe that this government would have had Mr PISONI: | have. This question relates to Budget
a better understanding of small business if it recruited it¥aper 4, Volume 1, page 2.6. The targets refer to increasing

his comment from the Treasurer would suggest that he
ﬁoncedes that small business is tough. But now he is in a
tDosition to do something about it, he chooses not to.

My first question relates to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1,
ge 2.22. The description ‘Objective of the Program’ states
at the Office of Small Business supports the Small Business
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the uptake of a full range of visa options for migrants to$177 000 will be returned to small business in the form of
South Australia. Can the minister advise what processes wirants and subsidies?
be putin place to match small businesses with the available TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Can the member repeat

skills of migrants? which line he is talking to in regard to the grants and
The CHAIR: Minister, is that your area? subsidies?
Mr PISONI: This is a very relevant area for small Mr PISONI: Program 7: Small Business Growth,

business people, Madam Chair. expenses, grants and subsidises. There is a grant allocation
The CHAIR: Order, member for Unley! The minister has there of $177 000.

the call. The CHAIR: | have my doubts about the question.

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The state government has TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Yes, | can explain that.
provided $500 000 over two years to Business SA to matcfihat is a timing issue between the payments to the BEC.
small businesses to business migrants. That is a new progré®ome fall before 30 June and some fall into the—
that has been developed in cooperation with the Department Mr PISONI: No, my question was: can the minister
of Trade and Economic Development. It is being managed bgxplain why a budgeted revenue from payroll taxes on
Business SA and funded by the Department of Trade anbusiness in 2007-08 is $853 million, but only $177 000 in
Economic Development. It was an election commitment othat budget line will be returned to small business?
the state government to provide the $500 000 to Business SA. The CHAIR: The first part of the question refers to
It is a pilot program, which establishes a business-ledomething that is not before us.
welcome service for business migrants to South Australia. TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The first part of the

Mr PISONI: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, question refers tothe Treasurer, and | refer the member to the
page 2.6, targets and highlights. A target for 2007-08 is tdreasurer in that respect. Secondly, | would like to provide
increase the uptake of a full range of visa options for migrantgformation to the member regarding the funding of the range
to South Australia. Can the minister advise what the statef programs that are available to small business for the
government is doing through the federal government tdinancial year 2007-08. There are nine business enterprise
maintain its regional status, and has the minister sougldentres, including Enterprise Adelaide and the Salisbury
assurances from federal Labor that South Australia will retaiBusiness and Export Centre, which receive $150 000 each.
that status if it were to win government? The total BEC grants is $1 350 000: Better Business Series

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Madam Chair, can | seek Workshops, $225 000; Skills Development Workshops,
some clarification? This is the budget line that we have$135 000; Business Owners Coaching Program, $250 000

closed, which is the migration portfolio. (and that is offset with a revenue of about $80 000); Start
The CHAIR: Yes, that was my understanding. Your Own Business Workshops, $45 000; Business Licence
Mr PISONI: This is very relevant for small business, to Information Service, $127 000; Business Helpline, $140 000;
enable them to get their skills— Professional Development Business Advisers, $42 000;

The CHAIR: It may be, member for Unley, but it is not Industry Associations Support (which is a new initiative),
a line that is open. If the minister is able to provide some$50 000; SA Small Business Month, $175 000; and with
additional information she may, but it is not a matter that isrespect to the Thinker in Residence there is a sponsorship of
before us. Minister, do you have anything to add? | do no$10 000 plus incidentals as a grant of $10 000. That is the
think it is your portfolio, is it? assistance provided to small business for the financial year
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | am the minister respon- 2007-08—or budgeted for provision to the small business
sible for population, as the minister assisting in trade andector for 2007-08.
economic development. However, the advisers left earlier, Mr PISONI: We saw a budget allocation in 2005-06 of
because that budget line has now closed. nearly $2 million on that line, with a result in the 2006-07
Mr PISONI: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, budget of $2.7 million. There was a budgeted amount of only
page 2.17, Highlights 2006-07, and the establishment of $65 000 the next year, but an estimated result of
pilot program with Business SA to encourage, welcome an@1.445 million, yet there is a budgeted amount this year of
orientate new migrant arrivals to South Australia. Can theonly $177 000. Can the minister explain why the budget was
minister advise how many migrants have been approachemit so dramatically from 2005-06 to 2006-07 and why we
through this program, and whether the intention of thishave seen such an enormous overspend in both estimated and
program is to assist migrants to set up businesses or firettual amounts? Can the minister explain why this year we
employment? How successful has it been and can thagain have a very small budget for the grants and subsidies
committee give some indication of the numbers? line, when there is a history of that line being blown out of
The CHAIR: That is the same, is it not, as the mattersthe water over the last three years?
that were considered between 4.15 and 4.45 this afternoon? The Hon. K.A. MAYWALD: As | mentioned in my
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: This relates to the welcome previous answer, it is a timing issue. There have been no cuts
program of Business SA, the question that we answereith budgets. Each of the business enterprise centres (BECs)
previously. The program officially began in October 2006,receives $150 000. The payment for the business enterprise
with the first year’s funding of $250 000 transferred tocentres for 2005-06 and 2006-07 was made prior to 30 June
Business SA at that time. Business SA officially commence®006, resulting in double the payments being reflected in the
the project from 20 November 2006. It has a reporting2005-06 year as compared to one in the 2006-07 year. The
program, and that detail is not available to us at this point. payment in the 2006-07 year is related to the 2007-08 year of
Mr PISONI: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, operation, so itis merely a timing issue.
page 2.22, the income statement. Program 7 refers to small Mr PISONI: Just a quick look at that because the maths
business growth and expenses, grants and subsidies. Can tfoes not seem to add up: the budgeted amount was $65 000
minister explain why, with a budgeted revenue from payrolland there is an over-budgeted amount in 2005-06 also, and
tax on business in the 2007-08 year of $853 million, onlythe over-budgeted amount for 2006-07 is nearly 10 times the
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budgeted amount. Then we have gone back to virtually o seek excellence in that area, and that was evidenced at the
fraction of the amount of the estimated result for 2007-08. recent business enterprise centre awards, where South
am not sure that | understand the timing, minister. Australia took out top honours in a number of areas.
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The issue relates to the Mr PISONI: Sorry, minister; | thought that your answer
business enterprise centres, and there is a total funding st year was suggesting that the enterprise centres were
those centres of $1.35 million per annum—that is $150 00@oing through a process of APEC accreditation. Are you
per centre. That line includes other minor grants and not justaying that they have not or that only the employees have?
exclusively the business enterprise centres, but it is those TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The advisers have been
centres that determine that the figures look like they are ugoing through that process. It is about the advisers.
and down but they are just a timing issue. The total for the Mr PISONI: The advisers have APEC accreditation?
BECs is $1.35 million per annum. Two lots were paidinthe  TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The advisers are going
2005-06 year which brings it up to $2.7 million, and one lotthrough the process of APEC accreditation. We have the
was in the 2006-07 year which is for the 2007-08 contribuhighest number in the nation of any jurisdiction of business

tion. advisers with that accreditation.
Mr PISONI: What will happen to that $177 000 budgeted  Mr PISONI: With APEC accreditation?
for 2007-08? TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Yes.

TheHon. K.A.MAYWALD: There was a forward M PISONI: So, itis not the centres themselves; they do
payment prior to 30 June 2006-07 in that $1.445 million. Innot have an accreditation system. It is the—

the 2006-07 year where you have the $1.445million, TheHon.K.A. MAYWALD: The business advisers
$1.35 million of that is an advance payment on the 2007-08,emselves.
allocation of funds for BECs. Of the $177 000, $140 000is  \1r PISONI: The advisers have the accreditation.

for the Small Business Helpline and other miscellaneous ThaHon. K. A. MAYWALD: The advisers who work

grants. within those centres, so the building does not have it: the
Mr PISONI: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, individual advisers do.

page 2.16. Under ‘Highlights’ we see ‘increase the number ;1\ psoNi: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page

of manufacturers engaged in green manufacturing’. Can the 7 ‘i hiights for 2006-07. The Small Business Month held

minister advise how many small businesses engage in greghgcioher s noted as a highlight. Can the minister advise if

manufacturmg? What criteria are used for a business to bﬁarticipation in terms of numbers was greater by changing
described as a green manufacturer?

o L from a week to a month? For example, in Small Business
TheHon. K.A.MAYWALD: This is a line item under \eek in 2005, 1500 businesses attended events. What
Kevin Foley, but I will take it on notice to seek information 4, res on participation are available? Is there any follow-up,
from the Treasurer in regard to that issue. or are figures available to indicate the rate of positive
Mr PISONI: Have you visited any green manufacturers?ytcomes in terms of those who attended? Last year's budget,
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: No, | have not. | may have  in the performance commentary, stated that there were 486
but not specifically about green manufacturing. | have visitegharticipants, and this year it states that 1 500 businesses
many manufacturers but | am not aware of their status as gttended the events. | am a bit confused about what that
green manufacturer. means.
Mr PISONI: This is on the same topic. If the ministerhas  TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | am advised that the

agreed to get back to me on that, | will ask a couple of othegyents held by BECs and the RDB networks attracted very
questions on it. Can the minister advise what the baselingood numbers last year, with overall attendance up by about
figure for green manufacturing was and what is that figureys per cent to around 3 500 people, including those who

now? attended the conference.
The CHAIR: Order! | think this is going very far beyond Mr PISONI: That was 2 500 people over a month?
the line that is open. TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: It was 3 500 over a month.

TheHon. K.AA. MAYWALD: The question that | have  \jr p|SONI: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page
agreed to get the information on is how many small busines 23 small business growth, performance commentary. The
ses are involved in green manufacturing. For further quesserformance commentary states that business enterprise
tions on the green manufacturing line, 1 would refer them tq.entres, managers, and business advisers have continued to
the Treasurer, whose responsibility it is. receive comprehensive training to assist in the delivery of

Mr PISONI: In the same budget paper and same volumegyality services to clients. Can the minister advise what
on page 2.23, under Program 7: Small Business Growttpercentage of staff at the business enterprise centres,
specifically referring to performance commentary, whichincluding managers and business advisers, have a small

refers to BEC management and staff receiving comprehensivgsiness background, and what percentage have a public
training, last year in answer to a question during estimates thgactor background?

minister said: TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: We will certainly get back
At the moment we also have our business enterprise centres goitg you with specific details. | am advised that most business
through the process of APEC accreditation. enterprise centres—their staff and management—have all

Can the minister advise if the APEC accreditation has beeheen involved in business training of some sort. Many of the
completed? If so, what changes to the operation of thenembers who make up the management boards of the BECs
business enterprise centres has the APEC accreditatieme small business operators themselves. We will bring back
achieved? the specific details with numbers to the member.

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Currently, we have the Mr PISONI: To make that clear, minister, does that relate
highest number of accredited advisers in any jurisdiction irfo the advisers?
South Australia and our business enterprise centres continue TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Yes.
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Mr PISONI: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page BECs report very favourably on the outcomes achieved by
2.23, Program 7, Small business growth. The performancBECs and the interaction with those companies.
commentary states that business enterprise centre managersMr PISONI: | refer to the same Budget Paper, page 2.23,
and business managers have continued to receive comprehemall business growth, performance commentary. | note that
sive training to assist in the delivery of quality services forl 500 people participated in the 100 Starting Your Own
clients. Can the minister provide details of this training, whoBusiness workshops. Will the minister advise whether there

provided the training, and how much it cost? was a follow-up to find out how many participants went on
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | will take that question on  to start their own businesses; if so, how many?
notice also, and get that information from the BECs. TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: We do not have the detalil

Mr PISONI: | again refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, on how many people have gone on to start their own business.
page 2.23, small business growth. The performance commehiowever, one of the good things about this program is that
tary states that business enterprise centres assisted in fhgrovides very important information to assist people who
creation of 250 full-time and 75 part-time jobs. How is theare starting their own business or making a decision not to
role of the business enterprise centres in creating these jobtart their own business. It would not be an ideal indicator of
determined and measured? the success of the program on the numbers of people who

TheHon. K.A. MAYWAL D: The BECs have formal key started a business, because a lot of businesses start on the
performance indicators about which they need to report on Basis of not having enough information. By participating in
regular basis on business contacts. They report on the succ@¢ of these workshops, individuals can get very good insight
of the interaction between the BECs and companies and tHto what is needed to start their own business; some will go
outcomes that that achieves. We receive that informatiofn to do so, others may not.

from the BECs as part of their contract of funding. Mr PISONI: How is the success of the workshops
Mr PISONI: The measurement mechanism is notmeasured? _ )
something that is known to you, to make that claim? TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: We require that the BECs

TheHon. KA. MAYWALD: The measurement is the Work with their communities to establish at least 10 Start
number of jobs that have been created as a consequence @ Own Business workshops in each of the BEC areas as

contact with the BECs that is reported under the funding?@t of their key performance indicators. Our key perform-
agreement. ance indicator is that they have run 10 workshops that

ovided the opportunity for people to participate.

Mr PISONI: | refer to the same budget paper, page 2.23.

| note that 800 Business Licence Information Service
ckages were provided. Can the minister advise the time

rame between requesting and receiving the BLIS, and how

many are followed up to determine an outcome? How many

recipients of these packages achieve their required outcome?
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | am advised that this

information is posted to them on either the same day or the

hereby th ; tant tact with diff ¢ next day. Itis up to them what they do with the information;
whereby they are in constant contact with difierent CoMypa e j5'ng follow-up by the department in that regard. It is

panies. They record their interactions with those Companie%m information service: we send the information out to

and they record the res_;ults of that cpmpany’s performancepeome, and they determine whether or not they go ahead with
Mr PISONI: I am trying to determine how they can make inat information.

that claim, minister. _ Mr PISONI: So, once it has been posted, that is the end
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The BECs are required to  jt?
report against key performance indicators under their terms  The Hon. K.A. MAYWAL D: Well, if someone has made
of funding contract. They keep extensive records of theigp inquiry to get some information sent to them, we send
contact with different businesses, the type of contacts, and thgem the information, and that concludes the transaction with
type of results those businesses have achieved. They repgiit inquiry. Of course, we do have advisers if people want
by agreement to us on a number of areas. They have the foyfyther information, and they can access that further advice
major key performance areas under which they agree ¥ they choose to do so.
supply us with that information on a regular basis. MT PISONI: Can | have one of those Kits sent to me?
Mr PISONI: Four major performance areas? TheHon. K.A. MAYWAL D: We can certainly send you
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Four major key perform- one of those kits.
ance areas. They are: the business owners’ coaching pro- Mr PISONI: There is no need to follow-up.
gram—they have to enrol 20 companies in that program; they The Hon. K.A. MAYWAL D: It depends which industry
have to provide advice and assistance to 200 companies; thggu want the kit for. We need a little more information on
have to hold a minimum of four ‘better business serieswhich industry you want the business licensing information
workshops; and they have to provide at least 10 ‘start yougn.
own business’ workshops. Through those contacts, they can Mr PISONI: | would like everything you have: one for
record information from those companies in regard to theill the industries you give advice on.
outcomes that they have achieved as a consequence of theThe Hon. K.A. MAYWALD: It may take a little longer
participation in those programs. than 24 hours to get all those packages together.
Mr PISONI: How is that audited? Mr PISONI: That is okay. | will not time you. My
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: We do not audit it. We interest is not as important as that of a potential small
have a very good working relationship with our BECs. It isbusinessperson. | refer to Budget Paper4, \Volume 1,
a cooperative approach. The companies that work with thoggage 2.6, targets, which refers to delivering $1 million in

Mr PISONI: And you are not aware of what they are? P"
You cannot tell me what they are?

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: They count the number of
employees who have been employed as a consequence of
work, advice and support that they have provided to th
businesses that are on their books.

Mr PISONI: How do they know that it was due to their
input?

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: They have a mechanism
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export grants to South Australia’s small to medium enterprisplanned for SA, and in meeting South Australia’s Strategic
es via the Market Access Program. Can the minister confirr?lan targets in the regions. The RDIF assistance has support-
whether this is a federally funded program? What type o&d projects that have generated over 4 000 new jobs and over
small to medium enterprises will be targeted? What is the co§t900 million in total project investment. So far this financial
of administering this program, and who pays for the adminisyear, RDIF has committed against 11 projects, generating
tration costs? over 500 new jobs, with a total project investment of
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | am advised that the approximately $200 million. Regions are growing, and the
Market Access Program is a state government program amdBS estimates show that regional population grew by 0.7 of
that it is managed out of the Department of Trade andh per cent from the previous year, with all regions showing
Economic Development. It is estimated that over 90 per cergrowth. These estimates show that the population grew in the
of recipients are small businesses with fewer than 20 enmorthern statistical division for the first time in a decade,
ployees. We can give a breakdown by industry sector, if youmainly due to increased population in Port Augusta and at
would like us to. Roxby Downs. The regional unemployment rate averaged
Mr PISONI: | would like that, minister. 4.4 per cent, and was lower than the 5.3 per cent for the
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | need a point of clarifica- Adelaide metropolitan area. In addition, PIRSA estimates that
tion on the previous question in relation to the Businesshe value of primary production (that is in agriculture and
Licensing Information Service. | am advised that millions of minerals) was $7.4 billion in 2005-06. That represented an
pages could be involved unless we narrow it down a little. increase of 19 per cent from the previous year.
Mr PISONI: Perhaps a random selection of the most The prosperity and wellbeing of people in communities

popular requested. in regional South Australia is critical to the sustainability of
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: We can do that for you.  the entire state. Viable regional communities contribute
Mr PISONI: That concludes my list of questions. significantly to our economic growth, and this needs to be
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Thank you very much. partnered with strong social networks and environmental

The CHAIR: There being no further questions for the measures that conserve our water and other natural resources.
Minister for Small Business, | advise that the proposedht the same time, it is important to acknowledge that the
payments for the Department of Trade and Economi¢hallenges of the drought and water management have been
Development remain open, and | call the Minister forkey issues for regional South Australia. As a result of the

Regional Development to the table. drought, there has been considerable impact on the agricul-
ture sector and farm-related businesses, as well as the flow-on

Departmental Adviser: effect to the communities.
Mr P. Tyler, Executive Director, Office of Regional The state government has introduced six phases of drought
Affairs. response measures since September 2006 in a whole of

government response. Importantly, the most recent package
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | have a brief opening of measures totalling $7.7 million focuses on regional mental
statement. The regional development portfolio is situatethealth support and family counselling, retaining skills in
within the Department of Trade and Economic Developmentegional areas and community development. The Regional
as the Office of Regional Affairs. The Office of Regional Communities Consultative Council has made comprehensive
Affairs has primary responsibility for the Regional Communi- submissions on issues impacting regional communities in the
ties Consultative Council, the Regional Developmentareas of drought, and a review of the Native Vegetation Act
Infrastructure Fund, the Regional Development Boardand regulations. The council continues to be an important
framework, and a number of smaller community developmengoice for rural and regional communities.
programs such as the Rural Town Development Fund and The CHAIR: Member for Frome, do you have a state-
Community Builders. The 13 regional development boardsnent?
are funded under a state/local government partnership for five The Hon. R.G. KERIN: No, other than to welcome back
years to attract specific project-related funding and prograno the green leather Phil Tyler, who spent some of his
delivery. The state government will continue to work with theyounger years in here, and who has gone on to bigger and
boards to maximise regional development opportunities. better things, | might add. I will go straight into questions,
The current round of the resource agreements will expiréladam Chair. Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 2.25,
on 30 June 2008. Six regional development boards, whosaentions the Regional Development Board resource agree-
resource agreements were due to expire on 30 June 200Wents. As the minister said, some agreements expired on
have been extended to coincide with the remaining seve®0 June 2007, while the remainder will expire next year, and
This will bring all regional development boards into align- the minister has rolled those over, | understand. It sounds like
ment and allow for the implementation of new key perform-the KPI is the reason for some of those not being made six-
ance indicators consistent with reporting arrangements, angar agreements so that they just have a common expiry date.
closer integration with the economic targets under South The regional development boards have not had an increase
Australia’s Strategic Plan. in core funding for some years now, so probably the number
A small intergovernmental working group has beenone question is: will the minister concede that their ability to
established to work through state and local governmenrdssist in facilitation of investment and job growth is some-
partnership details in relation to future directions. For the firstvhat compromised by that lack of growth in core funding?
time, the Department of Trade and Economic Developmer$econdly, is any increase in state funding planned for the
will decentralise six positions to the regions to operate closelyegional development boards?
with the regional development boards, and to further support TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: A number of RDBs have
the economic development of regional South Australia.  argued for an increase in core funding. However, it needs to
The Regional Development Infrastructure Fund is arbe noted that most organisations do not have operational
important tool in implementing the strategic infrastructurefunding guaranteed in five-year resource agreements. Any
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increase in funding for the regional development boards isf state government funding for RDBs. Will the minister give
likely to be through an increase in project funding supporta guide as to when regional development boards will have
as is the case with the business adviser funding in théheir resource agreements finalised for the next five years?
2005-06 budget where the return to taxpayers can be TheHon.K.A. MAYWALD: We are going through a
measured against South Australia’s Strategic Plan. Angrocess at present where we are consulting with the Local
increase in core funding would flow through to local Government Association and, indeed, in the last week or so
government, as a 3:1 funding arrangement applies to cotkat has progressed. We are looking at developing in partner-
operational funding payments. RDBs provide a serviceship with local government a series of principles on which the
delivery function for a number of state and commonwealtmext round of resource agreements will be based. That work
programs where they get extra funding for delivering thosés being completed and we expect to have that information
services; for example, the SA Works program throughagreed between the parties by mid-July. We will be looking
DFEEST, the regional food program through PIRSA Foodat consulting through Regional Development SA on how the
SA, the Far North economic development initiatives throughmew key performance indicators will be developed. Once we
PIRSA Minerals, and small business field officers through thévave undertaken that consultation, we expect to have a draft
Department of Transport and Regional Services and Augesource agreement out later this year, possibly as early as
Industry services. October, depending on how much information we have and
They also get funding for the skill migration and Trade-how timely the information comes back through Regional
start programs for DTED. In addition, $845 000 was providedDevelopment SA. We would be looking at early next year in
through the Office of Regional Affairs in funding for RDB- order to ensure that they have adequate time for planning for
related projects during 2006-07. There is also a number ahe next financial year.
other program funds available to RDBs, such as the Regional TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | acknowledge that the resource
Development Infrastructure Fund, Rural Towns Developmerggreements have not been finalised, but is it intended that the
Fund, Community Builders and, just recently, the regionalisanew resource agreements will require further increases in
tion of the SASP fund, and the Upper Spencer Gulf Enternon-local government representation on the boards?

prise Zone Fund is available to the three Upper Spencer Gulf The Hon. K.A. MAYWALD: Are you referring to board
regional development boards. The state government has liftglembership?

its funding support for remote economic development TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Yes, board membership.

services in Coober Pedy and Roxby Downs. TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: There has not been any
It is really important to note that we have not asked thgiiscussion regarding an increase in local government

regional development boards to implement operationglepresentation on the boards. However, there has been
savings or efficiencies, as has applied to state agencies. iisc\;ssion about having the new DTED officers who are
fact, funding to RDBs is quarantined whilst significant

; . ’ laced out in the regions being made members of the boards,
savings have applied to DTED. We are happy to provide &, \ye actually operate in a partnership function with the other
framework of funding support. We expect the regional

devel t boards wil ect ific funding f members and the other funding partner.
I(T\lle 0|c|>mefn oards wi tSOL:jrce rﬁ)rqec -speCI.ICt ur:hlng .TOT TheHon. R.G. KERIN: So full members of the board,
all levels of government and, where appropriate, the priva ot just executive officers?

sector. Indeed, that is exactly what they do in a number o
’ : - - TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Full members.
areas to a large degree, with great success in leveraging TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Will the new agreements

funding from all levels of government for specific develop- . X -
ment projects within their regions. continue to require that the chairs of the boards not be current

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Have the boards in the last few €l€ctéd members of local government?

years had a rise, such as a CP!I rise, in funding or has it been 1 N€Hon. K.A. MAYWAL D: Thatis something we will
static in dollar terms? consider in the consultation through Regional Development

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Not in core funding, but SA. We do not have qview on_that. If_RDS_A comes forward
we do increase funding to the boards through the project¥ith @ recommendation we will consider it.
specific funding. TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Why are Fleet SA cars used by

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Some $65 000 has been put RDBs now government plated? .
towards the regional development boards resource agree- TheHon. K.A.MAYWALD: The vehicles that are used
ments and the small business advisers. As the minister wouly the DTED officers in the regions are government plated,
know, the cost of employing good people for those jobs hagut the boards have the|_r own vehl_cles, which woul_d not be
increased to the point where, with on-costs and whatever, government plated, | believe. That is what I am advised, but
is probably closer to $100 000. Has any consideration begiit is different from that I will come back to you.
given to increasing that $65 000? TheHon. R.G. KERIN: In Budget Paper 4, Volume 1,

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: There was an increase in page 225, program 8 refers to the appointment of five
the provision of funding to the regional development boardgegional managers; but | think the minister might have said
a couple of years ago from $55 000 to $65 000 and the board@x.
do top up those positions from other funds and other project TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: There are five out in the
funds. Many of the project funds for which they apply theseregions. The sixth one is based in Adelaide and delivers to the
days have a component built into them for administrative-leurieu, Kangaroo Island, Barossa and Adelaide Hills—the
functions, which they use to top up operational costs. peri-urban areas.

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The early resolution of the TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Yes, they have only just been
resource agreements is crucial to the boards’ (particularlgppointed. What is the specific role of these positions and
those which have one-year contracts) keeping good staff. THeow will they work with the regional development board in
Local Government Association and individual councilstheir region, given that some will be based with or adjacent
support the current model but, of course, they need certainty the RDB offices?
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TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: These DTED officers 2006-07 on individual projects and indicate the proponents
relate to positions that were freed up in Adelaide to create thef those projects?
six new regional manager positions, five of which are based TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | can provide you with that
outside Adelaide. The positions will be based in Clare, Berrijnformation now. The RDIF, | agree, is a very important tool
Mount Gambier, Port Lincoln and Port Augusta. Their job isin implementing the Strategic Infrastructure Plan for regional
to focus on case management, regionalisation of the Soutbouth Australia. As to the 2006-07 outcomes for the financial
Australian Strategic Plan and working in partnership with thq/ear, the RDIF committed $3.3 million against 11 projects,
RDBs to achieve economic outcomes. These positions are i | mentioned before, generating over 500 jobs and with a
addition to the support provided by DTED to increase exportsotal project investment of about $200 million. The approved
from regional SA through TradeStart, to address skillssupport for major regional projects in 2006-7 included:
shortages through the Regional Migration Program, and th500 000 towards transport infrastructure, allowing B-double
$21.5 million/five years resource agreements to the RDBsyccess to the 170 hectare Kingsford Regional Industrial
Together with the three DTED TradeStart positions, this iEstate, in the Barossa Valley. There was $500 000 towards
the first time in the history of the department that there havgower, gas and recycled water infrastructure to support the
been dedicated regional based positions from DTED.  glass house manager investment of around $30 million in a

In 2006-07, the six appointments have been made and theew horticultural project. The state-of-the-art glasshouse
new people are in the process of taking up the positiongroject will produce hydroponic truss tomatoes near Two
DTED is currently negotiating performance agreementsyells.
organising the regional office facilities and inducting the new  There was $500 000 towards roads, electricity, water, gas
appointees. In 2007-08, the new managers will work closelyng telecommunications in the Whyalla Industrial Park. There
with the regional stakeholders, in partnership with theyas $500 000 towards the Cape Jaffa Marina in the state’s
regional stakeholders, including the regional developmen{oyth-east, for infrastructure support in the development of
boards, the regional facilitation groups, and local governmentne commercial and industrial wharf area of stage 1, including
as well as local industry, to achieve objectives that suppor commercial wharf and associated areas such as pavement,
the regional implementation of South Australia’s Strategiqardstand, wash down and berthing facilities. Another project
Plan. involved $375 000 towards electricity infrastructure for

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Minister, is this new money that - Southern Ocean Lodge on Kangaroo Island, a project that has
is funding these positions or are these roles that have beefate-wide strategic significance as an iconic eco-tourism

reassigned out of DTED? development. There was $120 000 towards electricity and
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Reallocation of existing transport associated infrastructure to support the expansion
funding, yes. of the Adelaide Hills Business Centre at Lobethal.

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Are the appointees to these  There was $268 000 towards electricity infrastructure at
positions—and | wish them well—all relocations out of Kangaroo Island Abalone. There was $250 000 towards
DTED or are some new employees? electricity infrastructure at Southern Australia Seafoods at

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: They are new employees. Port Lincoln. There was $185 000 towards electricity
| am advised that one is a reallocation but went through thinfrastructure at the Streaky Bay Abalone Farm on Eyre
process of applying for the position, as all the positions wer@eninsula. There was $55 595 towards electricity infrastruc-

open for general application. ture to support an upgrade at Whiteheads Timber in Mount
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: So they were basically picked Gambier. There was $15 923 towards electricity infrastruc-
up out of vacancies within DTED and relocated. ture at Hog Bay Stores in Penneshaw on Kangaroo Island. A

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: We freed up some recenteconomic evaluation of the fund found that projects
positions, then we went to an open call for the positions ougupported by RDIF generate an average $100 increase in GSP
in the regions, so non DTED employees could apply. over five years for each RDIF dollar invested. As you will

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: A couple of my colleagues have Note, most of them were for infrastructure supporting the
an interest in this, and you can take it cynically, minister, ifProjects. Itis generally investment in infrastructure, from grid
you want to, but from 2002 to 2006 the regional affairs officedccess to the farm gate, or to the business gate, and, as you
at Port Augusta was seen by some, who were very cynicafan see, most of them were for assisting with the augmenta-
as an office for the ALP candidate in Port Augusta, whichtion of electricity costs.
was then closed once the election was out of the way. Canthe TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | welcome that direction; it
minister guarantee that that practice will not be an ongoingended to go towards less specific development outcomes for
one? a while, but | welcome the fact that it is back to where it is.

The CHAIR: | do not think the minister is here to Isthere apublished criteria for selection of what will qualify?
guarantee anything. Minister, do you have any information TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Yes, it is on the Office of
for comment? Regional Affairs website.

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The office being referred ~ TheHon. R.G. KERIN: There is currently an issue with
to was under the portfolio line managed by ministerwater capacity for the Balaklava, Port Wakefield and
Holloway. So, no, | have no comment to make. Bowmans area in regard to intensive livestock and other

TheHon. R.G. KERIN: It shifted around a few times; developments. The minister would be aware of the substantial
and | will not go into why it was shifted at one stage. | will industry growth in those areas and the potential for much
move on, and | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 22Bore if water capacity can be increased to the area. | think
and the Regional Development Infrastructure Fund, which ishere was a bit in the budget for PIRSA, backed by the Yorke
a very important fund in regional South Australia. Theregional development board and Wakefield council, for a new
minister might want to take this question on notice, but will pipeline to service the area, which was unsuccessful. Can the
the minister outline the expenditure from the RDIF inminister tell the committee what she may be able to do, or
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what may be happening, to ensure that future developmeiort Pirie, Monika Klein from Cockaleechie, Jane Lowe from
in that area is not lost? Ceduna, Bill Mcintosh from the Flinders Ranges, Jeffrey
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Itis a very good project, Mincham from Cherryville, Heather Moore from Tailem
and there is a lot of enthusiasm for it in a number of areas. Bend, Janet Sawyer from Whyalla, Dr Ruth Schubert from
know the Yorke board and also the local government bodyount Gambier, Claire Smith from Berri, Phil Tyler from
in the area are working with ORA and also with Primary Adelaide, Craig Wickham from Kangaroo Island, Jeanette
Industries and SA Water on that matter, and it has a lot ofWormald from the Northern Mallee, Kym McHugh from
support in the regions. We are certainly working throughMount Compass, and lan O’Loan from Mallala. | can provide
those issues and we understand the importance of water dietails of their background for the member if he would like
those projects. that information.
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Another regional development TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | know most of them. It is a
infrastructure issue is the assistance in providing natural gagod group of people.
to regional centres to allow potential industrial development TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: It is a really good group
to proceed. What assistance was offered by the governmeaot people, and | appreciate your support for the organisation.
to natural gas providers in an unsuccessful move to ensure tid&ey work together extremely well as a council and they have
provision of natural gas to Loxton and Renmark? provided some very good advice to government in relation to
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: There was no application issues that they bring back from the communities. | will table
through the RDIF for those particular proposals. | understanthat information.
that there were, from a local member’s perspective, some The CHAIR: My understanding, minister, is you are
inquiries made from local government and some workproviding that information to the chair for circulation to the
undertaken between local government and the gas companiesmmittee?
The gas companies did some investigations into the feasibility TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: That is right, for circu-
of extending those lines and determined not to do it. Theréation to the committee.
was not an application to the RDIF, however. TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Can the minister briefly outline
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Yes, | realise it had not stood up the process by which the advice goes to government and out
on its own in regard to feasibility. Is the minister aware ofto the various ministers or agencies?
any work that has been done by the ORA or DTED to assist TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Generally, the advice is
in getting a natural gas pipeline to those towns or otheprovided through reports, letters and communications from
communities such as Tanunda, Balaklava, Bowmans or Pattte chair to the minister.
Wakefield, where a need or an opportunity has been identi- TheHon. R.G. KERIN: How often have they been
fied? meeting, and do they only meet with the minister or do they
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: At this point the Office of have meetings on their own?
Regional Affairs advises me that it has not had any discus- TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: They have four meetings
sions in that regard. a year. They meet quarterly, and | attend where possible.
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: In relation to the Regional However, they generally meet on their own and they visit a
Communities Consultative Council, the performancedifferent region. They generally spend two days in a region
commentary on page 2.25 indicates the term of the RCC@uring each visit, where they organise community forums and
was extended for one year to 31 December 2007, with 18lso meet with industry leaders through that process. Itis a
members reappointed and two new members appointed. \@ry worthwhile exercise. The communities that they visit
there a particular reason the extension was for only one yeati&come very much involved in the program with the mem-
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The decision to extend was bers of the council. The RCCC has now conducted
on the basis of the excellent work that the members of th&6 regional meetings, each time consulting directly with the
Regional Communities Consultative Council have undertakerelevant communities.
in relation to the State Strategic Plan. They have been TheHon.R.G.KERIN: What level of support is
intimately involved in the review of the plan in the regions, provided to the RCCC by the Office of Regional Affairs,
and it was seen to be an appropriate thing to extend theather DTED offices and offices of other state government
term, given the extensive knowledge that they had developedepartments and agencies?
over a period. Now that we are looking towards regionalisa- TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: We provide an executive
tion of the State Strategic Plan, we see them as playing afficer to the RCCC and we also provide funding to specific
significant role in that respect, and the knowledge they haveonsultancies that the RCCC may determine are necessary to
gathered as a consequence of the review and the key role thagsist in its representation of regional communities.
played in the review in the regions was seen as critical, sowe TheHon. R.G. KERIN: The appointments for the next
have extended this council's term from two years to thred®RCCC, | take it, will start next calendar year, 1 January
years to assist in that transition to the implementation of th008?
regionalisation of the plan. TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The next RCCC will be
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Again, | can take this on notice, appointed from 1 January, but we will start the process in the
but who are the current members, including the new appoinfiext couple of months to call for nominations.
ees? TheHon. R.G. KERIN: So, nominations will be called
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | have that informationto for?
hand. The current chair of the Regional Communities TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Yes, most definitely.
Consultative Council is Mr Peter Blacker from Port Lincoln, TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | refer to Budget Paper 4,
and members are Deb Agnew from the Limestone Coast, Joyolume 1, page 2.25, regional capacity. With respect to the
Baluch from Port Augusta, Bill Boehm from Roxby Downs, issue of common regional boundaries, regional development
Mark Braes from Millicent, Jeff Burgess from Gulnare, Bill boards and regional LGAs are certainly supportive of the
Clifford from Murray Bridge, Bishop Eugene Hurley from government reform commission recommendation to have
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uniform boundaries for state agencies and departments acrgstot will roll out with the Limestone Coast Regional
South Australia. Given that | believe cabinet has signed ofbevelopment Board, local government and the RFG.
on those boundaries, is it still envisaged that they willnotbe TheHon. R.G. KERIN: And the $566 000?
fully implemented until December 20087 TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Yes, the $566 000 is
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: The new boundaries do not applied towards that pilot.
apply to the regional development boards, given thatthey are The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Regional Statement, Budget
individual boards and are aligned with local governmentpaper 6, page 2, refers to regional impact assessments. What
boundaries. However, the future funding and the prograny the process followed by the Office of Regional Affairs in
funding will be more aligned to the SASP boundaries to assisklation to regional impact assessments prepared for cabinet?
us in ensuring that our government investment is focused o it common with those to go to regional development boards
achieving targets within those SASP boundaries. for comment? | know that you could not give them all the
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: I again refer to page 2.25. The detail, butis comment sought from the regional development
regional facilitation groups were established after a successfldbards, or would it be sought from the DTED offices in the
trial in the Riverland some years ago. That trial includedregions?
representatives of the relevant regional development board TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Two processes are
and local government as well as senior officers from all statghyolved. The cabinet process determines whether a regional
government departments and agencies that were based in {ighact assessment will be undertaken and, once that has been
region. Is the minister aware that some regional developmegfetermined by cabinet, a process is undertaken which
boards, including Fleurieu, Yorke, Mid North, Barossa andncludes advice from regional development boards. Since the
Light, have no involvement in a regional facilitation group?introduction of the regional impact assessment policy, a total
TheHon. K.A.MAYWALD: Yes, | am aware of that. of 12 regional impact assessments have been undertaken and
We have had some discussions around the regional facilitaubmitted to DTED. These include the Sturt Highway
tion group membership and how RDBs and other interestedpgrade from Gawler to Nuriootpa, the security sensitive
parties may be more involved in that process. We intend tammonium nitrate policy, the SA Ambulance Service
work through that in the regionalisation of the South Aus-communication centres in Mount Gambier and Port Pirie, the
tralian Strategic Plan and the roles that the different organisaing George whiting fishery management policy, the
tions will play in assisting us and the local communities toSA Police regional assessment policy, the review of the

regionalise those plans. Citrus Industry Act 1991, Lower Murray irrigation activity
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Is that likely to include local with the EPA exemption, Service SA expansion, salinity
government? zoning policy, Transport SA plant procurement and the

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: At this stage, there is no review of the regional impact assessment process.
intention to include local government. However, local One regional impact assessment has been submitted to
government is included on the regional development boardSTED in the past year regarding the Sturt Highway upgrade.
through the DTED officers, who will become part of the Three regional impact assessment training workshops were
regional facilitation groups. delivered in 2006-07 and the next regional impact assessment
TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | refer to the Regional State- to be undertaken will be in relation to the shared services
ment, Budget Paper 6, page 11. Under South Australia’shanges that are occurring at_the moment. AII.these regi.onal
Strategic Plan, regionalisation payments of $566 000 arénpact assessments are available on the Office of Regional
listed. What are the projects and initiatives referred to heréffairs website.
under the $566 0007? TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Are they all prepared specifical-
TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: In relation to the previous Y for cabinet or is it a broader process?
question, | have just been advised that one of the goals of the TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: Itis a broader process and
regionalisation of the SASP plan is to bring together locathey are available publicly. On the training workshops that
government, the RFGs and also the regional developmetitere delivered in 2006-07, approximately 120 public servants
boards to help us in developing that regionalisation. Thdave attended those workshops to get an understanding of
process of regionalisation will begin early in 2007-08. Thewhat is required of them when undertaking a regional impact
Limestone Coast region has been proposed for a pil@ssessment to assist and expedite the process.
regionalisation program. The Department of Trade and TheHon. R.G. KERIN: When the minister spoke earlier
Economic Development has established a pilot fund to assisbout the extra assistance given to regional development
local government regional development boards and othdyoards, she mentioned the food industry development officers
regional community organisations, including RFGs, towho, until recently, numbered 12 and who were based with
undertake projects to progress the implementation of Souttie regional development boards. These have now been
Australia’s Strategic Plan targets in three SASP regiongeduced to five, | believe, with one based in Adelaide and
Initiatives will aim to assist regional communities to becomefour in regional centres. Again, | might be wrong; it might be
more resilient in the face of structural change or drought, anfive and one. Do you know if they are going to be based in
consideration will also be given to projects aimed at leveragthe same locations as the DTED regional appointments?
ing new economic development opportunities in the regions. TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: It is not necessarily a
This initiative will complement other measures aimed atbudget line under the regional portfolio. However, | am a
delivering South Australia’s Strategic Plan targets andnember of the Premier’s Food Council where a review of the
strengthening regional communities. The fund will befood officers was undertaken, and | am aware that they have
managed by the Office of Regional Affairs in DTED. It is a made some changes to those funding arrangements. That
new budget initiative, as the member has highlighted, andetail | do not have to hand. Itis a primary industries funded
$566 000 has been made available for the pilot fund irprogram, so perhaps that would be better sought from the
2007-08. We are working through the details on how thaminister for primary industries.
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TheHon. R.G. KERIN: | think a lot of us were disap- Airportinfrastructure upgrade, $200 000 in the first year and
pointed with that reduction but, as you say, it is in anothe$150 000 in the second year—the total project funded to the
portfolio area. | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 1, page 2.&alue of $350 000; and the four in 2006-07 that | have already
of which the highlights refer to the Upper Spencer Gulf andmentioned, and the unallocated portion of the funds in
the Outback Enterprise Fund and the outcome of increase2D07-08 is $720 000.
economic generation. What level of funding has been TheHon. R.G. KERIN: Thank you, minister. | have one
expended from that fund? You might need to take this onast question. Did the Community Builders Program still
notice: which projects have benefited? operate in this last year and, if so, in which community or

TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | have those details at COMmunities was it operating? _
hand, so | can provide that information to the committee. It TheHon. K.A. MAYWALD: | will get the detail for you.
stems from a 2002 election commitment. As you would béVladam Chair, | will provide that information on those
aware, the enterprise zone was created to assist the regiorREI€CtS in written format through you to the members of the
deliver structural change to the Upper Spencer Gulf an§ommittee also. o
associated outback areas. Following the 2002 election, IheCHAIR: Thank you, minister.
$3 million was allocated to the enterprise zone over four _TheHon. K.AA MAYWALD: In 2006-07 three programs
years for implementing specific initiatives. Following set upWill complete the Community Builders Program. They
in 2004-05, the first projects were approved and funding waliclude: the Wakefield Regional Council, covering the
paid in the 2005-06 year. The fund may be accessed HgWnships of Hamley Bridge, Balaklava, Snowtown and
regional development boards, local government (including-ochiel, which you will be happy to know as the local
the Outback Areas Community Development Trust) and othé€mber in that region; the Milang Progress Association
not-for-profit organisations which promote similar outcomegProvided a Community Builders Program covering
to the above groups in the Upper Spencer Gulf area and thairathalbyn, Mount Compass and Milang; and the Murray

Outback. In 2006-07, four projects were funded through thé/allee Community Education Network provided a program
program, and | supported these projects: covering Bowhill, Karoonda, Lameroo, Mannum, East

the Bunaala transportable homes broiect which WaMurray, Pinnaroo and Tintinara. In 2007-08 there will be a
$160 oog- P proj Tall for expressions of interest—it has not quite happened yet;

' it is about to happen—and the new round of the Community
the Whyalla Foreshore Development which received3uilders Program will be published shortlyTine Advertiser

$500 000; and also in regional papers. Applications will be accepted
the Royal Flying Doctor Service which received once that call has been received through July and August.
$250 000; and The CHAIR: There being no further questions | declare

the Gladstone/Laura Community Recovery projects whicﬁhe examination of the proposed payments completed. Thank
were $45 000. you to the minister and the various advisers whom we have

had during the day, and thank you particularly to the member

These projects 'WiII'resuIt in a total in.veStrT)en_t of approXi-for Frome for stepping in, and other members of the commit-
mately $6.4 million in the region. The intention is to commit yge

the remaining funding of approximately $1.075 million i The Hon. K.A. MAYWALD: | would also like to thank
2007-08. The approved projects through the fund 'UClUder_:nembers for their attendance at the committees, and | would
Port Augusta intermodal, which was a $25 000 commitmentyarticularly like to thank the shadow minister for regional

Port Pirie civic waterfront development project, which wasgeyelopment for his effort. It is obvious that he had undertak-
$150 000 in 2004-05 and 2005-06, and in 2006-07 thewn research into the portfolio areas, and his questions were
received $360 000, which is a total project of $510 000; the,ery targeted and useful. Thank you.

Port Pirie streetscape project, which was funded between

2004 and 2006, $250 000; the Southern Flinders Ranges grain ADJOURNMENT

value adding project, $80 000; the Southern Flinders Ranges

cycle tourism project, $60 000 in the first year and $50 000 At 7.42 p.m. the committee adjourned until Wednesday
in the second year—a total project of $110 000; Port Augustd July at 11 a.m.



