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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY expenditure. The main reason for this decrease relates to a
reduction in Federal funding, primarily due to the Federal
Government's deciding not to continue with its black spot
Thursday 16 September 1993 program. This initiative provided additional funding of
$22.4 million in 1992-93 to improve the safety of the road
network, enabling the department to attend to about 280 black
spots on the road system.

In addition, specific Federal funding for arterial roads has
decreased by $16 million in 1993-94. This is due mainly to
the Federal Government’s withdrawing from providing
specific funds for arterial roads from 1 January 1994 as part
of clarifying the role and responsibilities of each level of
Government for roads. However, the Federal Government
will provide $11.4 million to the State as identified road
grants as part of general revenue assistance to South
Australia. Minor funding reductions have also occurred on
the national highways and provincial cities and rural high-
ways categories.

While on the subject of Federal funding, Committee
members will be pleased to know that the upgrading of the
Sturt Highway to national highway standard will continue in
1993-94, and a new national highway link through the urban
area will be declared. State funded roads expenditure will

The CHAIRMAN: If the Minister undertakes to provide ncrease by $17.7 million or approximately 10 per cent in
information at a later date, it must be in a form suitable fort993-94, Wh'.Ch W'".p"?‘rtly compensate for the reduction in
insertion inHansardand two copies must be submitted no Fedf_eral funding. This increase will f_s-nable the_department to
later than 1 October. In questioning | will alternate from sideSOntinue, from January 1994, working on projects currently
to side. The usual thing is three questions, although there f§nded under the Federal National Arterial category. The
flexibility as to a supplementary question if a particular topicaddltlonal State fynds will also enable the acceleratlpn of
is being absorbed, but we try to give everyone an opportunity/0"ks on Panalatinga Road. | can supply further details on
Questions are to be directed to the Minister who, at hef@or Projects undertaken by the department if the Commit-
discretion, may refer them to an officer for response of€® members require that.
elucidation in a way that she believes the Committee is best AS the rate of change imposed by the economy and
served. A member outside the Committee is entitled to asichnology increases, the department has seen the need to
a question after Committee members’ questions have be&@ntinue with its management initiatives. Under its commer-
dealt with. cial accounting initiative a fu.rther.elght business units will

Itis helpful if members can identify the page reference fofde established this year, which will allow cost comparisons

their questions so that those answering can follow up th@f Services provided by these units to those of the private
question as itis explained. | will allow an opening statemenf€Ctor- Furthermore, the implementation of the recommenda-
if that is desired. tions arising from the field operations review will occur in

1993-94. The review’s major impact was the reduction in the
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Road Transport, $1 610 000 level of support staff at the Naracoorte and Port Lincoln
offices. Other initiatives include the continuation of the
Witness: quality management and strategic planning processes. To
The Hon. Barbara Wiese, Minister of Transport Develop-ensure that the managers of the department will be able to
ment. understand, adjust and take opportunities to foster the best
interests of the department’s clients, the community and
Departmental Advisers: employees, phase 2 of the Change Management Development
Mr R. Payze, Executive Director. program will be undertaken.
Mr J. Ledo, Director, Planning. The year of 1993-94 will be the first full year of operation
Mr A. Bishop, Director, Road Safety and Regulations. of a more flexible approach to driver training and licence
Mr R. Frisby, Registrar of Motor Vehicles. testing through the introduction of a log book scheme. The
Mr D. Gurke, Manager, Programming. department will also continue with drink driving publicity
Mr T. Delainey, Senior Accountant, Managementcampaigns.
Accounting. Mr INGERSON: Page 160 of the Program Estimates

relates to road safety. In March of 1991 the Parliament passed
The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments openlegislation to reduce to .05 the breath alcohol concentration

for examination. limit, to reduce the general speed limit on roads to 100
Mr INGERSON: | do not desire to make an opening kilometres per hour and to make the wearing of helmets
statement. compulsory when riding a bicycle. These measures and others

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:I have pleasure in bringingto were designed to reduce deaths and accidents on our roads.
this Estimates Committee the total budget ofThis year there have already been 155 deaths on our roads,
$303.722 million for the Department of Road Transport forwhich is 21 more than the same period last year and only 10
debate. This represents a decrease of $31.5 million dewer than the full year of 1992. Fourteen people were killed
approximately 9 per cent when compared with last year'®n our roads in the last two weeks. As the deaths on our roads
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have skyrocketed how does the department aim to achieve i#ssessing the programs, for example, the Black Spot, the
stated objective: ‘To seek a further reduction in casualtypooze bus and so forth? How was that done and what sorts
crashes by effective road safety programs’? of results have been achieved?

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The comparison of statistics The Hon. Barbara Wiese: To talk about the results of
from last year to this year can be somewhat distorted by thbBooze bus campaigns it would probably be more appropriate
fact that last year had a record low level of deaths on outo speak with the Minister of Emergency Services, who is
roads, so that we are comparing a particularly favourable yeaesponsible for police. Certainly, there is a good record there.
in that respect. That certainly does not in any way diminisH will ask Mr Payze, the Executive Director of the depart-
the tragedy of the road toll statistics for this year. Howeverment, to talk about some of the things the department has
I think that it should be taken into consideration that duringbeen involved with, particularly the success of the Black Spot
the past 10 years there has been a steady decline in the degthggram during the past 12 months or so.
on our roads, and | believe that the actions that have been Mr Payze: The Bureau of Transport Economics at this
taken by the State and Federal Governments in introducingery time is undertaking a fairly extensive evaluation of the
various road safety measures, a high level of enforcement afiglack Spot program across Australia, and to do so in a
so on, have had a very significant impact on that road tolconstructive manner really requires one to examine the effects
reduction. for three years prior to undertaking any sort of treatment at

As lindicated in my opening remarks during last year wea location and then the accident history and effects for three
benefited very significantly from the Federal Government'syears afterwards. Making those comparisons then with the
black spots program and we were able to attend to some 2&®st of the works enables us to make a judgment as to
of those around the State, and that has had an importanthether the monetary benefits to be gained in terms of
impact on making our roads safer. Our overall road progranchanges to accident history before and after exceed the cost
is designed to improve the safety on our roads as well. Somaf the works involved.
of those other measures that were referred to by the honour- In a preliminary and cursory assessment of the Australia-
able member himself have also had an impact on the behawide black spot program, if my memory serves me right, they
iour of individuals on the road, and as | have said theare coming up with benefit to cost ratios of about 7:12. That
statistics show that there has been an improvement in roaddicates a very significant rate of return for those works. At
accident statistics as a result of that. this time that is based on only one year's evidence after the

We must also bear in mind that the Government can davorks have been completed.
only so much in this area and we must also rely on individu-  The Hon. Barbara Wiese:Another important part of our
als in their motor vehicles, on motor bikes and bicycles tgrogram of increasing safety on the roads, taking up the point
take proper care on the roads, and to ensure that they drivaised by the member for Albert Park, is the question of
in the safest possible way. education. We have introduced some significant driver

Mr INGERSON: We all recognise that there was a recordeducation programs during the past few years, not the least
low last year and that the Black Spot program was effectiveof which was the program introduced during the past 12
but we also know that the money for Black Spot has nowmonths for novice drivers. That allows for much more
gone. Whilst that might have been effective yesterday, we areffective training of people before they are licensed. We have
really talking about today and tomorrow. Everyone who hasilso done that with driver instruction for people who want
been involved in road safety recognises that the individuaiotor bike licences. The idea is that if we can encourage
has some significant responsibility in this whole area. Whagood driving habits in young people when they are first
effective programs will the Minister implement and how will setting out on the roads, they will develop and carry on with
she resource those programs compared to the curretitose good habits during their lives as motorists and we are
programs? Does the Minister see any legislative changes thidtely to have much safer roads and drivers.
need to be proposed to attempt to come to grips with this Mr INGERSON: My next question relates to the
whole area? Hindmarsh Island bridge in the Capital Works Program, page

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:The Government has already 45. In relation to Binalong Pty Limited, the Minister last
undertaken numerous things, but during the coming yeaweek in the Legislative Council said, ‘Il am advised that
there will be additional drink driving campaigns; there arearrangements are currently in hand for the Commissioner for
booze buses that are new to the system, which will bdaxation to be paid outstanding moneys, and in the event of
introduced for the Police Force; and as part of our ongoinghat occurring winding-up action will not proceed.’ If that is
program various projects will add to safety on our roadsthe case, there would appear to be no grounds for the
There are other publicity campaigns, random breath testinGovernment to change its position on building the bridge to
campaigns and measures of that sort, which have occurredlitindmarsh Island. Given the Government’s interest in this
the past and will continue in the future, and which will be project and its need to be aware of the financial position of
accelerated at particular times of the year, when we knowBinalong, has the tax liability been paid; who paid Binalong’s
from past experience that a particularly dangerous situatioautstanding liability; did the Government; and, if not the
is likely to arise on our roads. Government, can the Minister guarantee that neither the

The honourable member would be aware that in the pastremier nor she, or anyone in her office or in the Office of
we have had anti-drink driving campaigns that revolve arounéremier and Cabinet, spoke with Binalong’s financiers urging
weekends such as Easter, when we can expect many mdhem to extend further credit to Binalong so that the company
people to be on the roads. These are amongst the rangeafuld pay the outstanding tax liability to the Australian
measures that we have undertaken in the past, which we willaxation Office?
continue during the coming 12 months and into the future.  The Hon. Barbara Wiese:l have no further information

Mr INGERSON: As a supplementary question, was anyon the matter relating to Binalong’s outstanding tax payment
assessment made of the programs that have been used in beyond the statement that | made to Parliament last week.
past 12 months and what sort of results have we had fromihat was the information that | received at that time. | can
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only assume that measures are in hand for the payment to Beould be very concerned with the financial status of one of
made. the partners with which it may have entered into a long-term
| can assure the honourable member that the Soutlrrangement in relation to the payment of the bridge. It seems
Australian Government has no intention of paying thatquite staggering to me that the request for four months to pay
outstanding amount. Whilst | cannot speak for all the partie$1 392, which is a pretty small sum, would not require the
to whom the honourable member referred, | can indicate thdtlinister to question the status of the company.
no-one in my office has spoken to Binalong's financiers The Hon. Barbara Wiese: What staggers me more
about any intention by the Government to pay such amparticularly is that the morning newspaper would deem a
amount. story relating to the non-payment of $1 000 as of sufficient
It is worth noting that although Binalong Pty Limited is importance that it warranted a front page position in the
having financial difficulty, that does not affect the Govern-newspaper. The fact is that, as | have indicated on many
ment's decision to proceed with the building of theoccasions, whether Binalong Pty Ltd stands or falls does not
Hindmarsh Island bridge. The decision to build the bridgeaffect the proposition that is before the Government as to
as | have said on many occasions, was based on a financighether we should or should not build a bridge to Hindmarsh
evaluation of the cost and benefits of building a bridge tdsland. The financial position is such that it is cheaper for us
Hindmarsh Island. Indeed, the proposition stacks up very wetb build a bridge than to persist with or upgrade the current
financially. It will be much cheaper for us to build a bridge ferry service. It is definitely in the interests of taxpayers that
to Hindmarsh Island than to persist with the current inadwe should save that money. If, over and above that, we were
equate ferry service or to upgrade the ferry service to a dualso successful in achieving the repayment of part of the cost
ferry service. That situation has not changed. of the bridge from Binalong Pty Ltd and from the third party
There is significant support in the local community for theto the agreement—the Port Elliot and Goolwa council—that
building of the bridge. It has not always been as vocal as Would be cream on the cake. However, if we do not recover
would have hoped, but during the past week or so, andne cent, taxpayers will still be in front on this proposition.
particularly since the Environment, Resources and Develop- That is the situation. It is not just a Government proposi-
ment Committee brought down its report on the Hindmarshion; it has been checked by independent consultants. When
Island bridge, there has been a groundswell of open suppdtie honourable member soon learns the value of the tenders
which has now emerged from the Goolwa and Hindmarslior this bridge, when appropriate announcements can be
Island community. made, he will find that this is a very favourable financial
Those people are very concerned that this procrastingroposition from the Government’s point of view and from
tion—this opposition which has been taking place withthe point of view of taxpayers.
respect to this project—might lead to its not being built, and Whether Binalong stands or falls will not affect the future
that is not what they want to occur. They want this bridge of the marina development on Hindmarsh Island, | would
and there are many people in that area, not the least of whosuggest, because if they were to be wound up | would think
are small businesses, who recognise that their future depentifgit other developers would be interested in taking over such
on further development taking place in the area. They ward development. They would be more likely to pick up that
to keep young people in their district, they want jobs to bedevelopment at such a price that it would make it a very
created and they do not want this opposition to this bridge teiable proposition for any new owner.
be allowed to continue any longer. Just yesterday | met at Despite that, the fact is that numerous small business
Hindmarsh Island with a number of people who were verypeople, residents and others who, for a whole range of
representative of the silent majority in that area and who saiteasons such as the development of business in the local area,
to me that they had decided that they must now come ougmergency services needs and a whole range of things, would
stand up and be counted. like to see this access to Hindmarsh Island improved. A
They had not done that before because small businessidge will achieve that, and | have been informed about
people in particular feared that there might be local repercustumerous additional developments which are waiting in the
sions if they were openly to ally themselves with the propowings but which will not occur unless there is a bridge and
nents of the bridge. They now feel there is nothing to losexccess to the island is improved.
because, if there is no bridge, development in the local area Numerous examples can be quoted in that respect.
will be stifled and they feel so strongly about it that they areTherefore, the Government’s decision to proceed with this
now prepared to take the risk. A representative group spokeridge is soundly based and has considerable support. In
to me yesterday and passed on the views of many otheelation to the campaign that is being waged by various
residents and small business people in that area, and thpgople, for whatever reason—in some cases it is some sort
urged me very strongly to proceed with the bridge proposabf a personal vendetta against the Chapmans; in other cases
and to take their views to Cabinet, and, of course, | will dait is a legitimate concern on the part of some people about the
so. environmental effects, etc.—the fact is that we have taken all
Mr INGERSON: As a supplementary question: in this these matters into consideration and the proposition stacks up
morning’s paper the Chapman family requested and werand it should proceed.
granted in the Magistrates Court yesterday four months to pay Mr HOLLOWAY: Referring to page 158 of the Program
$1 392 in fines and court costs. Does that prompt the MinisteEstimates, under the title ‘Road Assets Preservation’, what
to question whether Binalong may be in a position to pay itpriority does the Department of Road Transport place on
liability to the Taxation Office? In your comments in reply maintaining an existing network, and what proportion of the
to the first question you said (if | understood it) that thedepartment's budget is allocated for road maintenance? Can
financial status of Binalong was really insignificant. | would the Minister say whether the funding has been cut this year?
have thought that, when entering into an arrangement, The Hon. Barbara Wiese:As the honourable member
particularly a significant financial arrangement to the Statewould be aware, it is necessary, obviously, to undertake
one of the parties to which is Binalong, the Governmentoutine maintenance work in order to keep our road network
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up to scratch to make it safe and trafficable. Within the total Mr INGERSON: That is an incredible answer because
budget of the Department of Road Transport routine maintemost of our questions have been about the cost of the project.
nance has always had a first call on funds available; henc&he Minister stated that it was a cost-effective way of getting
the funding requirements for this type of maintenance worlpassengers from one side of the river to the other side. If the
have always been met. That part of the work of the DepartMinister uses dedicated funds out of the Highway Fund on
ment of Road Transport adds up to something like 48 per cemthich no interest is paid because those funds are made
of our total road funding budget. This ensures that weavailable to the Government each year as compared to having
preserve our road system. This year, about $100 million wilto borrow funds for the payment of ferries over, say, 50 years,
be spent on the Road Assets Preservation Program. an interest component applies in the second case and not in
Mr HOLLOWAY: What proportion of roadworks the first case. The costing suggested by the Minister is an
activity undertaken by the department is performed by privat@bsolute sham, which is why we have been continually
contractors compared with departmental employees? ~ pressing the Government so that we can ascertain true
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:During the past financial year Comparisons. We want to know the comparative costs using
the total field costs spent on the road asset preservatidi® Same criteria. We think the situation is a sham and |
program amounted to $89.35 million. Of that someWould like the Minister to explain that it is not a sham.
$13.4 million or 15 per cent was spent on contracts. For the The Hon. Barbara Wiese:l have made it perfectly clear
accessibility enhancement program the total field costever the past few months in providing a whole range of
amounted to $63.81 million of which 59 per cent orfigures, consultants’ reports and documents that set out
$37.6 million was spent on contracts. clearly the costing arrangements for the various options
Mr HOLLOWAY: The Minister referred to the black available to us to improve access to Hindmarsh Island. | have
spots program in her opening address. How much wagade all these documents available. The reports of consul-
received by the department from the Federal Office of Roaégnts are freely available and everyone has been able to get
Safety from its black spots program last year, how was itheir accountants, lawyers and everyone else to go through
spent and, more importantly, is there any expectation ofhose costings and work out the position for themselves.
similar funding in the current financial year? There has not been any sensible argument put up by anyone
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:As | indicated, the black spots {0 MY knowledge against the costing proposals that have been
program undertaken last year was the biggest program evBpt forward. There has been no argument that stacks up to

undertaken by the department. The department was alSy'ggest that this is not_areason_able proposit_ion. I will ask Mr
successful in achieving additional allocations of funding=€d0, who has been involved in the tendering process and

during the course of last year because its program of work&ho has a detailed knowledge of previous costings, to add to
was so far advanced that it was able to attract additiondl"y "emarks.
allocations from the Federal Government which, when it Mr Ledo: The problem in understanding the basic
reviewed its program midway through the year, found thasituation is that we are trying to compare a capital cost and
some States had not been able to spend their allocations, gp-front expenditure on the bridge with a cost that is an
we picked up some of that money because the departmedtnual cost in the form of operating a ferry. The source of
was well advanced and efficiently carrying out the programgunds does not come into that comparison in any shape or
involved. form. Procedures exist for carrying this out—simple econom-
As | indicated, we completed about 280 separate project§ Procedures—and they are spelt out in Treasury guidelines
which were approved by the Federal Minister in the tota|th_at_the various departments use throughout_ the service. In
allocation received of $22.35 million and put together in threehis instance Treasury has been closely associated all the way
separate programs throughout the year. Further, 66 of tHéith this matter.
projects involved work associated with local government We have a choice of spending about $6.4 million as
roads and amounted to $2.379 million. The total funding limitestimated by us on a bridge with a small annual cost for
was claimed well before the claim deadline of Decembemaintenance or spending $400 000 per annum for operating
1993. It resulted in increased employment and improvedhe ferry. That $400 000 included the wages of the people
safety of the road network. Unfortunately, | understand fronoperating it, refurbishing costs that have to be undertaken
the Federal Government that there is not going to be a similavery six or seven years when the ferry is taken to Morgan
program continued in 1993-94 and there is not any intentiomnd refurbished, fuel costs and all those things. In making
to set up a similar black spots program. It is a great shamthese comparisons it is standard procedure to try to equate
that the Federal Government is not continuing with thatmoney that is to be spent in some years time with the money
program because we certainly have benefited enormously atieht is being spent now by the application of what is called
it will mean that we will have to put more State resourcesa discount rate. The discount rate that has been used in
towards such road needs. Government circles for some time is 7 per cent, which means
Mr INGERSON: In reply to my last question the thatmoney you have in hand now is different in value from
Minister commented about the effective costing of the bridgemoney that you will have to spend in 10 or 20 years. It is
Is it not true that the reason for the effective costing is that théimple arithmetic based on simple economic principles.
bridge is being financed out of dedicated funds on which The source of the funds is quite irrelevant. It is the case
there is virtually no interest paid, as compared to the ferriegf making sure that, in this application of the discount rate,
which are amortised over 50 years. If you extended the cosh effect the purchasing power of the money is recognised:
of the bridge using the same formulation, you would find thathat you are much better off if you are given $100 now than
the ferries are significantly cheaper. if you are given $10 a year for the next 10 years. By the
The Hon. Barbara Wiese: My remarks related to the application of the discount rate, that $100 which can be
tenders received and were not related to an assessment of theested is much better in your pocket than just getting $10
project using one method or the other. ayeatr.
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These procedures have been followed and it is quite cledfor those who have raised environmental issues as their key
that, d a 7 per cent discount rate, the difference between thepposition to the building of this bridge, | am sure that would
$6.4 million up-front and the $400 000 a year was in thebe a proposition they would be very distressed to hear about.
order of about $1 million. As the Minister has implied, the So, | do not believe that is the way to go, either.
actual tendered prices are somewhat less. So, we are now in As to the environmental issues that have been raised by
a situation where Treasury has said the 7 per cent discoutite committee, and particularly the recommendation that
rate may be a bit high: if it was at 5.65 per cent it would mearthere ought to be a full environmental management plan for
a break-even point. So there has not been any shonkhe island, that is something which the Government has in
business in terms of the fund out of which the money comediand and which formed part of the environmental impact

Mr INGERSON: That answer assumes that the State istatement conditions: that such an environmental manage-
in a liquid state and there are no borrowings involved. | findment plan should be put in place. The Department of
it quite amazing that we do not calculate into these sorts dEnvironment and Land Management has that in hand and |
investments the cost of borrowings because that in essenoederstand that it will be complete by the time the bridge is
is a pretty fundamental requirement of Government to borrovbuilt.
those funds. If you extrapolated that over the period of the As for future development on the island and the recom-
ferries | would suspect that that $6.4 million would run verymendation that there should be careful assessment, that too
close to $50 million in 20 years if it was properly costed out.is in hand. There is a supplementary development plan that
Last year the capital works program provided $4.1 million forcovers the island at the moment. There are strict conditions
the commencement of the bridge in 1992, which was to b& be abided by, and they will be. So, there is no new
completed in 1993. The Government itself has been respoimformation that that report provides that would lead me to
sible for a delay of 10 months in commencing the construcmake a different recommendation to the Government.
tion of the bridge. Why is the Minister not prepared to respect  As to the question about why it should take place now, the
the findings of the Environment, Resources and Developmeffiact is that we started a tendering process before the commit-
Committee, which were to delay the construction of thetee began its deliberations. We have some timing issues to be
bridge in order to reassess the merits of the bridge iaken into consideration with respect to the tendering process,
financial, social, tourism and environmental terms? Why doeand it is my intention that we should not be penalised by
she now consider it is so urgent to let the tenders andireaking the undertakings that are given through that tender
commence construction of the bridge within the next monthprocess.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The fact is that the Govern- Mr INGERSON: | note that in the department’s capital
ment has now had the opportunity to study the report of thevorks budget this year the bridge to Hindmarsh Island is the
Environment, Resources and Development Committee. department’s third most expensive outlay. The cost of the

Mr INGERSON: You couldn’t have read it too well. bridge of $5 million is exceeded only by roadworks on the

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: | read it very well. | read Salisbury Highway at a cost of $9 million and roadworks on
every single word personally, and | have also had advice othe South Road-Sturt Road triangle at Darlington at a cost of
it from relevant parties about particular recommendations$7 million. The bridge has never been considered as a priority
My conclusion is that there is no new information or by the department and has never been featured in the
recommendation in that report that should lead me to alteringepartment’s longer-term proposed schedule of works. What
the recommendation that has been made to Cabinet previousther projects deemed by the department to be more urgent
ly: that the bridge project should be proceeded with. We havbave been pushed back to ensure that $5 million can be found
had the opportunity to review all the issues that werehis year for the bridge? Have these funds for the bridge in
contained in that report. We have assessed the variodact come from the Government’s capital works budget or
propositions that were suggested in that report and thigom the dedicated budget of the department as | mentioned
financial situation remains the same: this is a better proposearlier?
tion. The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The funding for this project

On the question of whether or not there should be tolls, Is coming from the highways fund. The list of projects that
have indicated that, first, there is no legislative poweme find in the capital works budget is related much more to
currently for a toll to be levied for users, whether they bea cash-flow situation—how much money is available to
residents or non-residents, in order to recoup some of thendertake a range of projects in any one year—than it is
funds for the bridge. | must say that the suggestion that nomecessarily to priorities.
residents would be the only people to pay a toll is an inverted Mr HAMILTON: The Minister would be aware that
form of logic, when, if you were looking at it strictly Football Park is in the electorate of Albert Park. Traffic
rationally, you might say that the people who benefit most arenanagement over the years that | have been the local member
residents and therefore they ought to pay. | doubt that thkas been of high priority, as far as | and my constituents have
Hon. Dean Brown would be very keen on such a propositiofbeen concerned. | would like to place on record on behalf of
because | am sure his constituents would kick up merry helhy constituents my appreciation for the amount of work the
if they thought that residents in that local area would have t®epartment of Road Transport has carried out in the elector-
pay every time they accessed their own properties or homeate. Is it the intention of the Government (through the
Itis not my intention to recommend to the Government thatlepartment) to complete West Lakes Boulevard from
we should introduce tolls in order to recoup some of theSABCO to the Port Road? It has been suggested to me by a
funds. If you stop and think about it a little and just have anumber of constituents that any expansion in the accommoda-
look at what would be a reasonable proposition if you werdion of patrons of Football Park, particularly for AFL games,
going to introduce a toll, something like $1 is about the goingcould increase the problems in the area.
rate | suppose for something like that, and you would need There are from time to time bottlenecks at the Port
about 10 000 cars a weekend to actually make any sort d2oad/West Lakes Boulevard intersection, and it is believed
impact on the cost of the bridge at all: 500 000 cars a yeaby many constituents that the widening of West Lakes
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Boulevard from SABCO to the Port Road is not only for the Government in developing the next stage of our own
necessary but critical to the long-term benefits not only focycling policy.
local residents but to create a better image for intrastate and It picks the eyes out of only one of a number of documents
interstate tourists, and it would also be critical in terms of anythat are being worked on currently by the Government. So,
proposal for international events to be held in and arounéar from showing vision, as was suggested by those in the
Football Park, for example, our failed bid for the Common-Liberal Party who launched that policy on the weekend, it has
wealth Games. really demonstrated that they have no original ideas and must
What medium or long-term commitment is this Govern-draw on the ideas of others. As | indicated, that review of
ment prepared to give to the widening of that roadway, angycling development in South Australia is a document
will the Minister provide to the Committee the traffic flow currently with community organisations for consultation, and

figures currently along West Lakes Boulevard and thds one of a number of things that we are currently in the
projections to the year 2000? process of achieving. The other issues we are looking at are

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:As to the last question about & review of the current best practice taking place both
the traffic figures, that is something | will need to take oninterstate and overseas, and a survey of bicycle use in
notice and provide at a later time. | will ask Mr Payze toAdelaide, including trip patterns and attitudes to cycling. The

comment on the general issue of whether that road will b¥/0rk being done in all three of those areas will be drawn
upgraded. together in order to produce a new South Australian strategy.

Our approach will be based on all that material, not just one
§napshot from one study. We have a comprehensive program
f review under way but, during the past 10 years we have
Iso been involved in many ways in improving facilities and

Mr Payze: The simple answer is that that project is not
included on the department’s five year advance work
program at this time. It is recognised that the capacity of thal
link does not match the capacity of West Lakes Boulevar .
over other portions of it and therefore should in that respec‘Ti"ﬂfe'[y for cyclists. . .
be seen as being deficient. To meet the day to day commuter- we have pgen working W't.h local government over the
type response, one would argue that its priority is not Ver)years in providing grants. During the past 12 months of the

high. We recognise that at the intersection of Port Road an‘arder of $300 000 was provid_gq for individual _councils that
ere developing cycling facilities. We have introduced a

West Lakes Boulevard there are times when there is conge@’- s . . -
tion, but one could not expect to build a road network thaf2"9¢€ of Ieg|slat|v¢ and safety measures: the |nt.roduct|on of
would accommodate the sort of discharge from Football ParkCMPulsory wearing of helmets, for example, it has been
on finals days or after Crows games. estimated has reduced severe head injuries by somet_hmg I_|ke
Wi ¢ bal th p Kd ds with t 45 per cent. | introduced a package of legislation earlier this
€ must balance those one-olt peak demands wi ear that was designed to improve road safety for cyclists,

everyday response o the road_ networ_k. SO, In terms Ol 1hat has been well received and is now in the process of
commuter traffic, we do not see it as an immediate p”o”tyimplementation

However, over the years we have been purchasing properties'rpq e is a network of bikeways or cycle paths on arterial

on an owner approach basis, which will enable the Governy, 45~ and a number of bikeways are being constructed
ment to meet a requirement and Wh'Ch V.V'” not prejudice aM%round the metropolitan area as part of a broad network.
option for widening at the appropriate time. . Many of the things that the Liberal Party was talking about

MrHAMILTON:  As a supplementary question, I thank \ve are already doing, and some of the other ideas were
the Minister and Mr Payze for that response, because it i§jycked from our own document. However, | welcome the
very important for those local businesses, of which he would jperal Party’s interest in this matter. It is good that at least
and for those residents who occupy those properties. Butthe Government's approach is more comprehensive. We are
look forward to the response because constituents, quitgoking at the needs of cyclists in a broader way. When our
properly so, are concerned about Football Park crowds.  policy document is launched later, it will be seen that it has

In relation to page 162 of the Program Estimates, referrings much more comprehensive approach. | understand that the
to the planned construction of a number of arterial bikewaysgycleway through the linear park has been completed.

I noted with interest on the weekend that the Liberal Party has Mr HAMILTON: My question was directed to the use
released its policy on cycling. The Leader of the Opposition'sf linear park, because it is a controversial issue. Cyclists,
media release points to what he calls ‘Labor’s decade gbggers, walkers—people like me—use that facility. |
neglect’, and states that a Liberal Government wouldinderstand that the use of linear park will quadruple in the
significantly improve safety on roads for cyclists. Does thenext 10 years; hence my concern about cycling and how that
Minister have any comment to make on the Liberal Party'syill be addressed. Whilst | was in Perth last weekend looking
cycling policy, and will the Minister address the problems ofat the Liberal Party’s outrageous industrial policy, | noticed
alinear park and what is being done in that area in terms ahat pedestrians have right of way on the bikeways. That was
cycling, because it is a complex area in terms of the numbeahe reason for my question: how will that component be
of people who use it? addressed?

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: First, with respect to the The Hon. Barbara Wiese:l am aware of the conflicting
Liberal Party’s policy on cycling, | indicated at the weekenduse that the member for Albert Park raises. | understand that
when that was launched that | welcomed the Liberal Party’she councils which are responsible for the pathway through
belated interest in cycling issues. To my knowledge it hashe linear park are looking at some of those issues. There is
never had any sort of policy on cycling in the past. | alsoa problem with some sections of the cycleway relating to
indicated in my comment that plagiarism is alive and well inlighting and other issues. Those things are being attended to,
the Liberal Party, because the policy that was launched by tHaut it is largely a local government matter.

Liberal Party last weekend did a very good job in picking the  In the package of legislative measures to which | referred,
eyes out of a cycling review document that has been preparemhe of the provisions is to enable councils to identify areas
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where shared use of footpaths, for example, can be accommeertain other issues be given further research priority. That
dated. | hope that with such measures being introduced sonethe approach that we are adopting.
of these areas of conflict between the needs of pedestrians The Department of Road Transport is producing a
and cyclists can be overcome. | suspect that whatever rulefiscussion paper which will be released in October to local
we make we shall never satisfactorily deal with thesecouncils and interested community groups. | want to generate
problems because it is an inherent conflict in that cyclists and broad discussion about this throughout the metropolitan
pedestrians are looking to do different things on bikewaysarea to determine whether or not there is support for the
I am not sure how we can deal with those problems, but wéntroduction of a lower speed limit in metropolitan built-up
are attempting, through some of the measures to which | havgreas.
referred, to start addressing them. This debate is taking place across the nation. Two States
Mr HAMILTON: There was a working party looking at have indicated that they are reducing their built-up area speed
the linear park last year and that is why | asked about thémit to 50 km/h. It has already happened in many parts of the
culmination of those discussions. As one who uses the linedsnited States, where 25 mph is very common. It has occurred
park quite often, | am concerned about the dangers inhereint Europe where in some cities the speed limit is 30 km/h. So,
in the use of that facility, because people have been injuredhere is an international discussion taking place in cities that
I understand that there has been one fatality in the linear parkye trying to deal with traffic problems in built-up areas. Itis
so the matter of speed and so on has to be resolved. | will nievitable that there will be such a debate in South Australia;
labour the point. we are hoping it can be an informed, instructive discussion
The Hon. Barbara Wiese: That working party did not based on the information we collected through the Unley trial
report to me. | cannot recall to whom it was reporting, but jand, based on the information that we receive, the Govern-
will make inquiries and provide some information ment will make a decision about whether or not we will move

Mr HAMILTON: My final question relates to the N this direction. _ o
controversial speed zoning of 40 km/h. In moving around my MrMEIER: | would like to come back to questioning on
e|ectorate’ not one person has approached me in Support.tbf,' b|keWayS and qullng in South Australia. |tWaS interest-
the 40 km/h speed limit, and as regards trialing not ondénd to hear the Minister respond to the question by the
person has come to me in Support of or Opposition to thdmember for Albert I_:’al'k; it reminded methat an eleCtI_On must
proposal. Frankly, | think it is a non-event in my electorate.be getting closer, given the way the Minister was stating what
What is the status of the Unley local area speed limit trial anghe felt the Government was doing when in fact | know that
is there any intention of introducing similar speed restrictionghany cyclists are disappointed with what the Government has
in other areas, in particular in Albert Park? done over the past decade. _ o

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The 40 km/h speed trial in Iwonderwh_ethe_rthe Ministe_r agrees with the_flndmgs pf
Unley was the result of mounting pressure in that area fof'€ recent review into cycling in South Australia when it
something to be done about traffic on local streets. | presum&ates:
it has something to do with the simple grid pattern of streets Essentially nothing has been happening in South Australia in
in that area and the fact that it is relatively close to theerms of the 4E programs set out in the 1982 Adelaide Bike Plan.
metropolitan area with quite heavy traffic on arterial roadst states further:
du_nng peak times which has led to a number of motorists Education appears to have gone backwardthere is little
using local streets as a throughway. As a result of concerrifappening in a positive manner and enforcemergncouragement
expressed by local residents who had been badgering theippears to have been limited and engineering facilities have been
local council and their local member for something to be dongletermined in a fairlad hocmanner.
about reducing speed limits to make the place safer, it waas funds for the State Bicycle Committee have remained at
decided that a trial should be undertaken. $250 000 for a number of years, what is the funding alloca-

It was not the first trial of its kind in Australia; they have tion to the committee this year?
taken place in other parts of this country. However, this trial  The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| do not agree entirely with the
had some different aspects to it. One was that some enforceemments that were made in the consultant’s report; in fact,
ment measures were undertaken during the trial—low leveltake the view that they were over-generous in their criticism
enforcement at some times and high level enforcement af the Government with respect to measures that have been
others—to get an idea of how people would respond. As &ken by us in this area. There was not sufficient acknowledg-
result of the trial, it was found that reducing the speed limitment of some of the achievements that the Government has
on its own was not likely to be effective in reducing speed inundertaken. | will indicate that there has probably been more
local streets. Such a measure, combined with other physicattivity in recent years than there was in the first part of the
design techniques, such as speed humps, chicanes, and sodetade with respect to development for cyclists, and | would
and a low level of enforcement, is more likely to be the sorthave hoped that there might be appropriate acknowledgment
of combination that will be effective in reducing speeds inthat the performance in this area has been increasing and
local streets. improving.

The interesting thing about the Unley trial is that residents  To support the claims that | am making, it is important to
who were surveyed during the trial admitted at the end thaacknowledge that in some of the work that is being done
they felt that speeds had not been reduced significantly, baicross Government, for example, in the Metropolitan
they wanted that measure to remain in place. The recommeRanning Review work and the 2020 Vision statement, the
dation that was made to me by the working party that headedeeds of cyclists were very much incorporated in our vision
this trial was that we should continue the trial in Unley so thaffor the future. In producing plans for future new road works,
we could gather more information; that we should encouragthe Department of Road Transport incorporates the needs of
a broad community debate about whether a 40 km/h speagyclists as a matter of course wherever they can be accommo-
limit in built-up areas is desirable for the future; and thatdated.
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So, considerable work has already been done to accommbas been winning a number of those contracts in recent times.
date the needs of cyclists in a planning and road developmeAss to whether or not any further work or any greater propor-
sense and in the many other ways which | outlined earlier antion of work is likely to go out to public tender than has
which | will not go through again. | believe that the report occurred in the past, the issue of national roads legislation is
was unduly critical of the Government and that our perform-+o change following the expiry of the current legislation as at
ance, certainly in recent years, has been a lot better than v@d December this year. It is expected, although we have not
are given credit for. Policies for the future will be even betterseen the form of the new legislation, that the National
as a result of the work that is currently under way throughHighway Act that will replace it will include the necessity for
those planning documents that | talked about. specific maintenance works to go out to public tender, and

As to the allocations for the State Bicycle Committee, thethat is an extension of the rules that govern Federal road
allocation for 1993-94 will be $817 000, which representsfunding at the moment, where | believe it is only specific
guite a significant increase. | should add that that amount afonstruction works in excess of $2 million that are required
money includes administration for the State Bicycle Committo go out to public tender. So, there could be some changes
tee, subsidies to local government and the arterial bikewatp the rules in respect of Federal road funding.
development. As to the issue of whether we go out to more contract type

Mr MEIER: Last year in the Estimates Committee theworks for State funding, | do not see any basic reason for
former Minister stated that stage 2 of the westside bikewaghanging the existing practice.
to Glenelg would be completed that year. | notice on page Mr MEIER: On 28 June this year, | raised with the
162 of the Program Estimates in this year's 1993-94 specifipinister a problem with the Maitland-Ardrossan road and the
targets that it provides for the construction of stage 2 of theesealing thereof by a private Victorian contractor called
westside bikeway to Glenelg. Why was the work not donénroads owned by BP Oil. In my correspondence to the
last year? Minister | pointed out that an accident had occurred because

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| will probably have to seek of the poor quality sealing and the loose rubble on the road.
a more detailed report about this, but certainly there was g was very lucky that the driver of that car was not seriously
need for negotiation with local government on matterSnjured.
relating to the route of the bikeway, etc. | know that as | gsked for details as to who was responsible. In the
recently as some time during the past fortnight people fromyinister's answer to me on 19 August, she said:
the cycling unit have met with the Glenelg council to finalise It has not been conclusively determined that the application of
details relating to the bikeway located in the Glenelg councile reseal for the road was at f};ult. PP
area, so some of that negotiation work has not yet been o .
completed. However, | believe that it s close to completion>N€ then goes on to indicate that the cost of the repair work,
and that work will soon commence. whlqh was act.ually redoing the whole of the road—about

Mr MEIER: My next question relates partly to the 10 kilometres, if my memory serves me correctly—was borne
question that the member for Mitchell asked in relation to

by the contractor. Whether it was the fault of DRT or the
private contractors. The Minister indicated that 15 per centOntractor, no-one knows.

of the work was allocated to private contractors inthe past 12 | certainly have some concern if this type of thing has
months. Could she indicate what percentage was allocated @curred around the State—and it was reported to me that
councils, recognising that in the previous year the breakdowfther incidents had occurred where there had been poor
was 15 per cent to private contractors, 2 per cent to counciPPplication of resealing—as to who determines the correct
and to the department 83 per cent? Also, are there agﬁlxture. Who det_ermmes the way it is to be applied and, in
proposals for the Government to put out to tender additiondhe long term, will the Department of Road Transport be
activities this year, because the Minister would be aware thaubject to legal action if the subcontractor is made to bear the
the Federal Government requires the Department of RoggPsts of resealing, when in fact blame has not been appor-
Transport to put to tender all Federal road works, and will thdioned?
State Government's policy change along that line, too? The Hon. Barbara Wiese: With respect to the issue
The Hon. Barbara Wiese: With respect to the first relating to the standard of road making, there are Australian
question about how much work was provided for councilsstandards by which the department and contractors work
I do not have that information but | will to provide it at a later When they are constructing roads. | will ask Mr Payze to
time. With respect to tendering out, Mr Payze will respond €laborate on that and on some of the legal issues and other
Mr Payze: The issue of how works are undertaken by thematters relating to problems that arise from time to time with
Department of Road Transport has been changing over tf@ntracts of this sort.
years. Certainly, back in the 1960s and 1970s local govern- Mr Payze: The materials used to undertake bituminous
ment was supplied with grants and provided the basis dgfurface treatment are supplied in accordance with either an
undertaking arterial road construction for the departmentAustralian standard or a departmental standard. The aggre-
Over the years that has diminished, and now it is fair to sagate, that is, the stone put on the surface, is supplied in
that, other than some specific rural arterial projects, very littlaccordance with a State standard. The design of the applica-
is done in terms of specific grants to councils. tion rates, that is, the design of the treatment itself in respect
Contracting is a separate issue. Local government is n@f how much bitumen and how much stone, is determined
prohibited from tendering for any works by public tender. through a design process that is a nationally accepted process,
However, it is fair to say that in recent years | cannot recalproduced through technical work under the auspices of the
any council, other than the District Council of Kadina, everAustralian Road Research Board or the Austroads organis-
winning a contract to undertake works on a public tendeation, and that is clearly a departmental responsibility.
basis. So, the works that are undertaken by contract, which is
However, the department, through its own resources, hasctually to apply the bitumen and the stone, are performed in
been putting in to tender against the private sector and in faeiccordance with contract documentations and specifications
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put together by my department and are tendered for interms The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The project has a total value
of contract works. of $4.8 million and we have spent about $1.3 million. At the

If, indeed, there is a failure, in the sense of the performsate of expenditure thus far, it is likely to be about four or five
ance of that surface treatment, it can only be a post-morteryears before the road is completed.
evaluation to determine whether that failure is as a result of Mrs HUTCHISON: As to the duplication of Port
the workmanship undertaken by a contractor or in fact th&Vakefield Road, which | travel frequently, | am looking
materials that have been supplied to that contractor téorward to its completion, but when will the duplication
perform that work. between Two Wells and Port Wakefield be completed and

| am not exactly familiar with why that particular surface how much is the overall cost of that duplication?
treatment failed on that road, other than to say that over the Mr Hamilton interjecting:
past 12 months we have had some failures that have been The Hon. Barbara Wiese:A number of members seem
very complex in terms of a post-mortem evaluation to try toto have a keen interest in this road. The member for Stuart
determine the cause and effect relationship. We suspect it h&reivels on that road so many times a year that it is not funny,
something to do with the bitumen, yet the bitumen itselfand having a good quality road for her and many of her
meets all Australian standard requirements. We just do natonstituents is important. The road is also extremely import-
know whether we have to change the Australian standard tant to the member for Albert Park, who walks that road at
produce a bitumen that performs in the field better than théeast once a year and he, too, needs a good road surface. We
ones that have been produced through the refining processane certainly doing our best to get on with this project and to
Australia in recent times. complete it as quickly as possible. The duplication of the

| cannot give you an answer to the specific question. | cahighway is being undertaken in three separate sections. The
only say that we are investigating, to the best of our ability,Two Wells to Dublin section duplication has been completed
whether the bitumen and the rheology of the bitumerat a cost of about $15.5 million. Duplication to Wild Horse
provides the sort of performance we are expecting in the fiel@lains is the second section and the contract for roadworks
and whether we have to tighten up the specification. In faccommenced in December last year. Portion of the project is
there are moves afoot in other States to tighten up theomplete and now open to traffic. The remainder will be
bitumen specification. completed by Christmas this year and the estimated cost of

Mr MEIER: Who picks up the bill for that? this section is $13 million.

Mr Payze: If it is a failure on the part of a contractor to For the Wild Horse Plains to Port Wakefield section a
undertake that work in accordance with that specificationgrushed rock contract has been completed and a roadworks
then there are processes within contract law to recover thosad bridge works contract is expected to be let in March next
damages. If it cannot be proven then, quite clearly, it is on thgear for a period of 18 months and the estimated cost of that
State to accept those losses. section of road is $11.5 million and the total cost of the

Mrs HUTCHISON: Given the fact that resources are project is $40 million.
scarce, which | realise, what does the department intend to Mrs HUTCHISON: The expected completion date is 18
spend on rural arterial roads in the 1993-94 year? months after the contract is let?

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: This year the department The Hon. Barbara Wiese: Yes.
intends to spend approximately $47.8 million on rural arterial Mrs HUTCHISON: As to the Sturt Highway, | noticed
roads. These funds will be spent on a number of mattergtom the capital works program that works are continuing on
including specific projects, $9.6 million; general mainte-that recently declared national highway. What improvements
nance, $19 million; reseals and rehabilitations, $9 million;have been made to date on that section of highway?
pavement marking, $1.9 million; land acquisition, $100 000; The Hon. Barbara Wiese:As a consequence of the One
roadside development and landscaping, a sum of $300 00Blation statement, upgrading of the Sturt Highway to national
minor road works, $1.3 million; ferries, $4.8 million; safety highway standard commenced during the last financial year
related road works, $600 000; material stocks $300 000and much work is already completed. The Gawler to
maintenance of bridges, $900 000, making a total ofNuriootpa section included reconstruction and widening of
$47.8 million. about 12 kilometres between Gawler and Daveyston;

Included in the $9.6 million for specific projects is Nuriootpa to Accommodation Hill included construction of
expenditure of $1.41 million on unsealed rural arterial roadsa new climbing lane up Accommodation Hill towards Truro;
The department’s unsealed rural arterial roads strategy seeksther works along the sections include bypasses of Sheoak
to provide an equitable level of accessibility for people inLog and Daveyston; and various passing lanes between
rural areas who are often disadvantaged by location. This iawler and Renmark.
achieved through overcoming flooding and drainage prob- It should be noted that as the Sturt Highway is a major
lems and correcting hazardous road alignment and extendirgrridor for road freight between Adelaide and Sydney and
the seal. These improvements, everyone would agree, aréhas been carrying significantly more commercial vehicles
positive way of providing social justice to rural communities. during the past few years, these works will certainly be of

During the current financial year money will be spent onsignificant advantage to such people who are using these
the following road projects: Kimba to Cleve, $200 000;roads in greater frequency. There should be a much greater
Elliston to Lock, $200 000; Andamooka to Roxby Downs,increase in road safety for both commercial vehicles and
$250 000; Hawker to Orroroo, $150 000; Port Wakefield toprivate motorists using those roads.

Auburn, $100 000; Spalding to Burra, $310 000; and Burra Mr INGERSON: On 26 August, the Premier announced
to Renmark, $200 000. In addition, the department will spendhat the Department of Road Transport would be created by
approximately $33 million on national highways in the ruralthe amalgamation of the Department of Road Transport, the
area and approximately $11 million on rural local roads. Department of Marine and Harbors, the STA and the Office

Mrs HUTCHISON: When is it expected that the Roxby of Transport Policy Planning. The next day the Minister in

Downs to Andamooka road will be completed? the Legislative Council confessed that no decision had been
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made on what form the department would take. She said stsavings to be made? Do these savings involve any reduction
hoped it would be resolved in the next few weeks. of staff and, if so, how many?

Is the STA to remain a statutory authority responsible for The Hon. Barbara Wiese: It is too soon to give clear
policy and operations or just operations? Is the Departmergnswers to those questions. The review to which | referred
of Marine and Harbors to be absorbed into the Departmergnd which takes place over this coming few months will
of Transport or become a statutory authority and, if it is todetermine the final shape of the organisation and will
become a statutory authority, will it have a purely commerciaetermine whether staff savings can be achieved and whether
focus or will it continue to be responsible for a range ofthat will result in other savings. Considerable reforms are
community service functions? Is the Office of Transportalready taking place within the various parts of the portfolio
Policy Planning to be absorbed into the department and is thia the existing departments. Programs of reform have been
Department of Road Transport to become a division of theinder way for a number of years. Those measures that have
department? been set in train are achieving a considerable improvement

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: As | indicated when the in productivity and savings, as well as a better delivery of
guestion was asked of me recently in Parliament, the decisiagservice to the community. Those measures will continue and
to create a Department of Transport will require much workwill be very helpful in moving to the next phase of the
to determine exactly what the structure should be. That workreation of a single organisation.
will proceed over the next few months to determine whatthe Mr INGERSON: The Premier announced in his state-
component parts and the reporting arrangements should bmentin March that he anticipated that public servants would
A review of any necessary legislative change will also be panteduce in number by something like 3 000 by the end of
of that review. 1995. What number of targeted separation packages were

Work has already commenced in the transport portfolicallocated to the Department of Transport to achieve in that
and, unlike some other departments where a merger is takingeriod in line with the 3 000 projected by the Premier in his
place, there has probably been more work undertaken withistatement?
this portfolio in the past 12 months in bringing about a greater The Hon. Barbara Wiese: No target was set for the
coordination of activity than in some other areas of GovernDepartment of Road Transport as part of the statement that
ment. The process of creating a new department should natas made by the Premier, but | can indicate that phase 1 of
be as difficult as it may be in other areas of Governmenthe TSP scheme has resulted in 27 employees accepting
where the respective responsibilities of constituent parts amaffers of separation packages; phase 2, as at the end of
not as well matched. August, has almost been completed with 12 of 13 accepting

I am not in a position to give detail now about some of theoffers.
issues that the honourable member has questioned. They will Mr INGERSON: So you did not have any targets?
form part of the review to which | have referred and which  The Hon. Barbara Wiese:No.
is proceeding now. By the end of the year, but hopefully long Mr INGERSON: Was it just a pipe dream exercise?
before that, we will have a clear idea about the most appropri- The Hon. Barbara Wiese: | do not view it as a pipe
ate structure for the department in the future. If legislativedream exercise at all. It is the view of the Government that
changes are required they can be put into place next year angle will be able to achieve the targets that were set earlier in
as the honourable member knows, the overall timetable fdhe year by the due date, which is the middle of the next year.
the Government in achieving the changes in all these new Mr HOLLOWAY: | note that on page 158 of the
departments is to have everything tied up by the middle oAuditor-General's Report reference is made to an increase of
next year. almost $1 million in the claims made on the Government

Mr INGERSON: As the Director of Transport, will Mr  Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation Fund by the
Payze retain his position as CEO of road transport or is a ne@epartment of Road Transport. What are the reasons for this
CEO to be appointed? Will he continue to be based in théncrease, and what improvements have been made in the areas
Department of Road Transport at Walkerville? of occupational health and safety in the department to address

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: Mr Payze will retain his thatissue?
position as CEO: Commissioner of Highways is the appropri- The Hon. Barbara Wiese:The figure that appears in the
ate title and, at least at this stage, he will be retaining his spatocumentation is misleading to some extent because, in fact,
at Walkerville. during the last financial year the number of new claims

Mr INGERSON: [ noted in theGazettehe other day that overall for this department dropped by almost 9 per cent and
a new five year contract had been developed. Have there lbest time due to injuries fell by almost 15 per cent. The
any other changes to the package as it relates to the CEOfigures were up on those of last year because the costs

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:There have been no changesassociated with claims rose significantly and this was largely
to the contract. Mr Payze’s previous contract as Commissiordue to one particular claim for the death of an employee
er of Highways was due to expire now in any case, so hisvhilst on annual leave which was attributed to stress.
contract has been renewed, and | understand that the salary Also, quite some considerable encouragement has been
arrangement is the same. He just has more work to do nowiven by outside organisations to people to lodge claims. So,
So we are getting greater productivity: it is a boon for thethere are a number of things to take into account, but certainly
taxpayer. that one particular claim that was made for this department

Mr INGERSON: Is the new Department of Transportto has somewhat skewed the figures for this year.
have a secretariat or other form of executive and policy With respect to developments in this area, a relaunch of
support? What is the estimated number of people to bthe profile of occupational health and safety in the department
employed in the new department, and what is the estimateatcurred during the course of the year with a corporate
cost of such an initiative? What savings, if any, have so faperformance target being set and action plans being incor-
been identified arising from the decision to restructure th@orated into the corporate strategic planning framework.
Transport Department and agencies, and where are thedividual priority-based safety programs have been devel-
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oped for key areas within the department and resources habetween Burbridge Road and the River Torrens will be
been allocated accordingly. We would hope that the improvecompleted in 1996. Quite considerable disruption is caused
ment in the overall numbers of new claims and time lost dudy roadworks of this sort, particularly on such a major road,
to injury will continue to decrease during the course of thisbut the department is taking care to keep the disruption to a
coming year. minimum for local businesses, along that roadway in

Mr HOLLOWAY: | am aware that there has been a lotparticular. Total construction costs for the project are
of activity on Cross Road in recent months. What work will $13 million and, following the upgrading of this section of
be undertaken through the entire project, and what is the daouth Road, the department also proposes to widen and
of completion of that work? upgrade the section between Port Road and Torrens Road,

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: | know that the member for which will result in a similar high standard road being
Mitchell has a keen interest in this and has certainly approvided over the whole length of this important north-south
proached me on numerous occasions about Cross Road. Alsaterial route.

my predecessor has received many inquiries from him. Cross The Salisbury Highway project involves the construction
Road is obviously a main arterial road in Adelaide, andof a new four-lane divided road linking South Road to Port
numerous complaints have been lodged over recent yeapgakefield Road at its junction with Salisbury Highway and
about the road surface and the increasing traffic along thakcorporating a grade separation at Port Wakefield Road. Pre-
road. o construction work involving land acquisition and service
The Government has taken the decision to upgrade Crosg|ocation is already proceeding. The first roadworks contract
Road in a number of stages. The first stage addressggtween Grand Junction Road and Rafferty Street is being
problems associated with improving various intersectionsyndertaken by the department and is expected to be com-
and work has begun initially on the Winston Avenuepjeted in June next year. Specifications are being prepared for
intersection, which I think is within the honourable member'sthe Rafferty Street to Port Wakefield Road section and at
electorate. Duthy Street, Unley Road and Goodwood Roagrade works between Port Wakefield Road and the overpass

intersections are also being upgraded. That represents the figgtthe intersection of Salisbury Highway and Port Wakefield
stage. There will also be a maintenance reseal of the existirQoad.

rough surface along the road, and then the first stage of the

longer-term mid-block widening ofCr(_)ss Ro_ad willinvolve ¢ should be completed by February 1996 and allowances

the replacement of overhead power lines with undergroundave been made in the design for corrections to both the

pov_\lfﬁr. isti ft hich I k gl\:lontague Road extension and the Gillman Highway.
€ existing avenue of trees, whic now are near ang,qyever, commencement date for the construction of these

dear to the hearts of local residents, will be replaced with,,,qections is not yet known and will be dependent on the
advanced growth trees over a period of about four years alo ailability of funds

the length of Cross Road in preparation for the eventua

e i : Mr MEIER: | have a supplementary question to the
widening. The acquisition program is well under way, and the : it h .
last fewgpropertigs are beFi)nggacquired now Y. member for Mitchell’s question, if that is possible, about the

Issues such as parking and cost sharing arrangemer‘@@rpass on Salisbury Highway and Port Wakefield Road.
eing a person who uses that road regularly, | have been very

remain to be resolved with two councils. As | said, the™, .
construction commenced on the Winston Avenue-Cross Roffjsturbed to see that the earthworks for the overpass project

intersection in about April of this year, and the first stage of 0™ the west to the east such that it would appear that only
those works to which | refer will take about three years withtWo lanes will be gble to travel northward towar qls Globe
the other work following as funds permit. | have aIreadyDerby Park, and | just hope that that Is an apparition on my
given an undertaking that the mid-block widening, when igpart and that those earthworks will be taken back so that in
occurs, will occur from the South Road end. the future, if three lanes are req_uwed further north, it will
Mr HOLLOWAY: | know that work is also being simply be a matter of constructing an extra lane and we

undertaken between the River Torrens and Anzac Highwa§f®uld not need to reconstruct part of the overpass.

on South Road. When will this project be completed and what Mr Payze: | believe that the three lanes that are continu-
will be its cost? Further, what will be done in relation to 0us along Port Wakefield Road will remain, so what we see
connecting that road with the Salisbury Highway? Will theat the moment s a restricted space for traffic control. It may
Comp|eti0n of the upgrading of South Road relate to thé)e better that | blf|ef the honourable_ member afterwards in
linking with the Salisbury Highway? terms of the detailed design of that interchange.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: As everyone in this room Mr MEIER: Thank you. While on roads, | allude to an
would be aware, South Road is a key north-south corridorrticle in theYorke Peninsula Country Tim#ss week about
and the upgrading that is currently under way is part of dhe Kadina-Wallaroo road reconstruction. | was a little
broader program of improving our network of arterial roadsdisturbed to read in that article that the Department of Road
around the metropolitan area. Currently, the section beingransport Regional Manager from Crystal Brook said that his
widened between Anzac Highway and the River Torrens, thdepartment was waiting on the 1993-94 allocation of road
full length of the roadway, is taking place in stages. Thefunding and that it was impossible to set a starting date for
proposed widening will provide an important level of servicethat road at this stage. | am concerned because | note that it
and safety benefits by the provision of a wide median and awas 31 March 1992 when the first plans were put before the
improved riding surface. Peak period delays will be reducegbublic, and now we read 18 months later that there is still no
and the major intersections will be widened. proposed starting date, yet we are into that financial year.

The first stage is Anzac Highway to Richmond Road,What can the Minister answer as to the funds, which |
which is expected to be completed by December this yeapresume would come from the Federal Government but
The second stage, Richmond Road to Burbridge Road, isould be administered by the State Government to get this
expected to be completed by January 1995, and the final staggad under way?

The total estimated field cost for the project is $35 million.
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Mr Payze: That project was originally conceived to be Minister will keep South Australian interests to the fore rather
funded through the Federal Government's national arterighan go along with national interests.
program and, as | have already stated, there will be changes The Hon. Barbara Wiese:We have been keeping South
to the Federal road funding arrangements concluding thidustralian interests to the fore in the reviews that have taken
calendar year, with a new Act commencing next year to applplace thus far, and | think we have had quite considerable
only to national highways, the component parts of thesuccess in balancing out the extremes in some areas of
national arterial program coming back to the States as untieggulation from one State to another. It means that when you
grants. As a direct result of that, we have had to review thare trying to reach a uniform agreement on anything where
priority of that project, funded now from State sources. Thehere are great disparities in current practice compromise is
program has a crushing contract concluding this financiaéssential. With all of these changes we have been trying to
year (1993-94) with the roadworks commencing nextachieve the least amount of compromise to preserve the best

financial year. parts of South Australian practice whilst at the same time
o meeting the requirement to bring about uniform regulations
[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.] across the nation, because ultimately that has to be in the

interests of all.

Mr MEIER: 1 should like to ask a supplementary  Mr HAMILTON: My question is in two parts. One
question relating to the answer given by Mr Payze prior to theelates to speed zoning and the other to accident statistics.
lunch break. He said that the program has a crushing contragghy has the Minister approved the introduction of higher
concluding in this financial year with the roadworks commenspeed zones into the metropolitan area? The Minister will be
cing in the next financial year. That is of real concern to meaware of the controversy in my electorate, particularly along
as this project would appear to be one year behind schedulgilitary Road and West Lakes Boulevard, and the impact
Can the schedule be relooked at and perhaps the financesgierall in other parts of the metropolitan area. The Minister
order to get an earlier start? will also be aware that during the introduction of this

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: This relates to funding. | proposal there were a number of accidents along Military
cannot see any grounds on which the situation will change iRoad. Why does the Department of Road Transport not report
the next 12 months to enable that program to be broughhore regularly on fatalities instead of casualties in road
forward. accident statistics? | think they are both linked. The Minister

Mr MEIER: My final question relates to the movement once commented that | should cut down a forest, make paper
of wide vehicles, particularly agricultural-type vehicles suchand write to her. Will the Minister respond to those two
as widelines, harvesters and the like. It has been brought tuestions?
my attention from time to time that dealers have great The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The department established
difficulty in being able to shift these machines to field daysa working party some time ago, comprised of representatives
and similar events because they have to apply for a permitom the Royal Automobile Association, the Local Govern-
from the police station, and apparently some of the vehiclement Association and the Department of Road Transport, to
are such that the police have difficulty in issuing permits. Faexamine speed zoning on arterial roads in the metropolitan
be it from me to speak out of school, but | suggest that mangrea, because a feeling was being expressed, particularly by
dealers simply have to bypass the regulations in order to géie RAA, that on some roadways it would be safe to travel
their equipment to the appropriate field day and they arat speeds higher than 60 km/h. There was quite an extensive
possibly transgressing the law in doing so. This comparegeview of roads around the metropolitan area. Initially 13 dual
with farmers who in most cases are allowed to take theitarriageway roads were detailed for study. As a result of the
machines within a 40 km radius of their farms. That is to bereview, 12 of those roads were chosen to be rezoned to 70
applauded because it allows farmers who have adjoiningm/h on some stretches. Military Road and West Lakes
farms to move their equipment without the necessity oBoulevard were amongst those 12. They have now been in
applying for a permit. What is the Government doing tooperation since February/March this year.
address this problem? Are there any plans to make the permit Speeds have been monitored during that time, and we have
system more flexible or perhaps to use a computer-basetbted an overall average speed increase of about 2 km/h on
system whereby permits could be issued in an instant via #hose roads. The speed at which 85 per cent of road users
telephone call or a fax? travel increased by about 1.73 km/h, so there has not been an

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:The issuing of permits by fax enormous change in driver behaviour with the rezoning of
is already done to some extent now. | am not sure to whahose roads. Drivers were already driving at speeds that they
extent the network extends to all police stations, but it isconsidered to be safe for those stretches of roads which
undertaken as a practice now. | acknowledge that the firstappened to coincide pretty much with the 70 km/h zoning.
issue raised is an idiosyncrasy in the current arrangements So, although those results that we have achieved through
whereby farm equipment can be taken on roads withoutonitoring thus far must be considered preliminary, so far it
permits, but not equipment that is mounted on trucks. keems to have been a success. By and large it has been
acknowledge that is a problem, but it is being examinegopular with people. There will be further monitoring of
nationally as part of the review of the arrangements that weriver behaviour over the next few months, and we can make
are trying to make uniform in Australia. | hope that out of some longer-term decisions and perhaps also examine other
those current reviews at national level we might get a moreoads in the metropolitan area for similar treatment.
sensible policy with respect to the issuing of permits. With respect to accident statistics, road fatality data which

Mr MEIER: As a supplementary comment, | always we read about regularly are not a particularly good indicator
shudder a little when | hear about national reviews, becaussf road safety, although they seem to be the sort of inform-

I think that South Australia has some peculiarly Southation that the media like to provide for the public. A better
Australian characteristics. For example, we make our owimdicator of what is happening on the roads is the information
arrangements regarding axle loadings. | hope that theve collect concerning casualties. There are about 9 000
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casualties a year on our roads, and the information isurrently are, just to have access to the records held by
processed each year by the Office of Road Safety. Thandividual jurisdictions.
information is provided in fairly raw data form from police ~ Mr HAMILTON: As a supplementary question, what, if
accident reports, and itis then matched and enhanced. It thany, are the anticipated cost and manpower savings of such
emerges approximately three months later in a form that caa project?
be easily digested. Mr Frisby: The project is still at a feasibility stage at this
Because it is three months down the track from the event$me, so no final costings of that nature would be available.
we are reporting, it does not have the immediacy for medi@ne of the significant benefits is that which | have already
reporting that people in the media like and therefore it doesentioned: it is a step towards a national system. It would
not achieve the same sort of publicity as road deaths, whichlso provide access to the expertise that is available in
can be instantly reported. That is unfortunate, because it isddcroads, which has just recently completed a major upgrade
much better measure of what is happening on the roads ard its vehicle security register system.
it also gives us a much better idea of what road accidents are Mr INGERSON: In March 1989 Cabinet directed that the
costing us, because many of those people who are injured ®fighways Act 1926-75 be replaced with new legislation to
the roads become a cost to the community with long-ternbe named the Principal Roads Act. Audit last year indicated
health care requirements. that it was expected that a Bill would be submitted to Cabinet
Mr HAMILTON: My second question relates to pagein the near future, following a further review by a number of
163 of the Program Estimates. Under 1993-94 specifiexternal parties. Has the Bill to replace the Highways Act
targets/objectives, it refers to the implementation of aeen submitted to Cabinet; if not, why not; and has the
procedure to provide for the registration suspension oMinister set a timetable in the next four year term for
vehicles owned by organisations in default of fines relatingntroduction of the legislation to Parliament?
to the use of motor vehicles. Will the Minister flesh that out  The Hon. Barbara Wiese:A discussion paper and draft

alittle more for us? Bill have been prepared for the creation of the Principal
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| call on Mr Frisby to respond Roads Act and they are now being circulated to relevant
to this question. parties for consultation, principally local government. Once

Mr Frisby: The cancellation of a driver’s licence for a we have the feedback from those relevant bodies about the
fine default has been developed and implemented in consultprovisions contained in the Bill, it can be firmed up, taken to
tion with the Court Services Department, and the first notice€abinet and put through the usual process for introduction to
are due to be sent next week. As far as the cancellation ¢tarliament.
vehicle registrations is concerned, that part of the fines MrINGERSON: So there is a rough chance that in the
enforcement procedure has not been developed at this stagext four years we will get one?

MrHAMILTON: As asupplementary question: whatis  The Hon. Barbara Wiese:There is a very good chance
the likely timetable for that initiative? that in the autumn session next year we will have one.

Mr Frisby: About six months, we believe, at this stage. ~MrINGERSON: As Minister of Tourism you were very

Mr HAMILTON: My final question relates to the same keen to see the South Coast Road on Kangaroo Island sealed.

1993-94 specific targets/objectives, where the followingVhen you subsequently became Minister of Transport
appears: Development many people, including myself, considered the

Determine the feasibility of a facilities management arrangemen?ealmg Qf this road WOU,Id now become a priority. .
with Vicroads to manage the South Australian vehicles securities Why is there no funding for the South Coast Road in the
register database as part of an initiative to create a national registdepartment’s capital works program this year? And why is
of encumbered vehicles. this important tourist road, as you would be very aware, not
If my memory serves me correctly, | understand there areven listed at the back of the capital works program as a
some problems in this area. | cannot bring them quickly tgoossible capital works project over the next four years after
mind, but | have brought a number of cases to the Minister'd 993-947?
attention in the past; | would have to dig them out. Willthe  The Hon. Barbara Wiese: As Minister of Tourism |
Minister flesh this out a little more so that the Committee andensured that a good part of the tourist road grants, over which
South Australians can understand the thrust, the approach ahtiad some direct control, were allocated each year to the
the reasons why we are lining up with Vicroads to introduceSouth Coast Road, to demonstrate to the Department of Road
this database? Transport that as Minister of Tourism | considered this to be
Mr Frisby: | am not aware of major difficulties with the an important road that should be sealed in the interests of
vehicle security register; in fact, the activities of the registetourism, and certainly money was allocated in that way.
are very sound, to the extent that South Australia has not had | note from the list of proposed tourist road grants that |
a claim where we have been required to pay out on the basigve been asked to approve this year that the new Minister
of a certificate being given that a vehicle was not encumberedf Tourism also assigns the same importance to this road
when in fact it was. because some $200 000-odd has been assigned for that
Regarding the proposal that is currently under considerprogram under Tourist Road Grants.
ation that Vicroads may be an option to manage the vehicle | should point out that the South Coast Road is not an
security register database for South Australia, one of the kegrterial road for which the Department of Road Transport or
considerations in pursuing that option is that that wouldhe State Government is responsible. It is a local road and
enable a much more efficient exchange of data between thiberefore under the control of local government. However, the
various jurisdictions as a move is made towards implementState Government has recognised that it is most unlikely that
ing access to national data so that vehicle security registetbe two councils on the island will be in a position ever to
in Australia would be able to reflect the position of encum-find the resources to seal that road. Discussion has taken
brances on vehicles on a national basis rather than, as thplace with Tourism South Australia as to how such a road
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could be given greater priority and how the State might assigiroducer cannot afford to meet the rigid standards of
in bringing about an upgrading of that road. interstate transports.

| understand the latest state of play is that the Tourism The Hon. Barbara Wiese: | do not think we have
Commission is preparing a further report on the South Coastvailable the statistics relating to these matters. | will obtain
Road. That report will contain some recommendations as teome further advice on that.
sources of funding which may be used in the future to assist With respect to the general question, the honourable
with this road project. When that report is complete themember seems to be suggesting that we should distinguish
Government will consider it. between the interests of a particular class of vehicle owner or

Mr INGERSON: Further to that, is it not really just a driver as opposed to another group. | think that is a pretty
problem of the Department of Transport making a decisiordangerous argument to be getting into. When any Govern-
that that road ought to be reclassified and then some monegent is looking at what the requirements ought to be in this
being made available? Is it not the problem that the Statarea there is obviously always an element of arbitrary
Government is getting in the road of making a very simplgudgment that is made when a standard is struck across the
decision? board.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:l do not accept that that is the Generally, we should be aiming not to discriminate but
decision that necessarily needs to be made. It has to be notedhere possible to aim to have a fairly even application of the
that there is a Local Roads Advisory Committee, whichlaw. | am concerned about the sort of argument that the
comprises representatives of local government and whichonourable member is putting in this area. As to the inspec-
makes recommendations to the Minister of Transportion of vehicles referred to earlier, the inspections are basic
Development about where they, as local government bodiesyad safety inspections, testing the accuracy of brakes and the
believe priorities should be given in the sealing of local roadslike which | would have thought should apply to any vehicle

They simply have not brought forward the South Coasbn the road at all. If brakes, steering and the like are not up
Road on Kangaroo Island as an area of priority. They havéo scratch, whether it is a farmer’s or a bricklayer’s vehicle,
not recommended that it be reclassified, either, and | woulthere ought to be action taken to rectify the problem if the
have thought that if they felt that that was the appropriaterehicle is not adequate.
thing to do that they would take that action. They simply have Mr MEIER: Not only brakes but there have been
not done that. The efforts that have been made within thanstances involving a chip in the windscreen or a bit of rust
State Government to assist with this road are therefore, yoon the body. Picking up minor things like that is of concern.
might say, above the call of duty. Mr Payze: What is being implied is that inspectors

The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: | would like to go back to the employed by the Department of Road Transport are adopting
line of question raised earlier by the member for Goyder ira different set of inspection standards for one set of the
relation to primary producers’ farm machinery, equipmentcommunity compared with another. | wish to refute that
and vehicles on public roads. allegation but | have no evidence to make a claim one way

The question | want to put relates to the standard obr the other.
vehicle that is required. If we look at primary producers’ The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: | am talking about the viability
trucks, we see that most of them are used for only six or eighdf a significant industry in South Australia, because 50 per
weeks of the year, during the particular harvest time that aent of the State’s economy still comes from the small
crop is required to be delivered from the farm to either thegprimary producers. The viability of those producers is
local silo, the local winery or a packing house. | have noseverely affected. | have no argument if there is statistical
argument with any restriction or requirement that is made byvidence that these vehicles are causing road accidents. If that
the department in the name of safety, so long as there mvidence exists, fine but, in the absence of statistical evi-
statistical evidence to back up that need.The vehicles tdence, those vehicles are used for only six or eight weeks a
which | am referring are primary producers’ trucks. To meetyear and, if they are not causing accidents and are on the road
the rigid standard required by the department for vehiclefor only six or eight weeks, there is a significant difference
travelling within South Australia and interstate the averagdetween them and commercial vehicles running 365 days a
primary producer would be over-capitalising. There wouldyear. The cost to the industry would be much greater if
be no way that the average primary producer could maintaigrowers were not able to deliver fruit in a truck worth $8 000
a vehicle that meets that requirement. or $10 000. If they suddenly needed a truck to meet that

During the past vintage the department had its machine istandard at a cost of $25 000 or $30 000, viability is affected.
the Riverland—I think it is called a shaker—which tests theViability of most primary industries is already borderline and
wear and tear on various mechanical parts of a vehicle. Thauch an impost would make them totally non-viable.
had the effect of virtually putting a number of the primary  Itis not a proposition for contractors to come into the area
producers’ trucks off the road. A number of those trucks willand develop large fleets to transport the crop, because
never go back on the road because the individual growers jusarriage is only undertaken over eight weeks and one needs
do not have the capital to bring a vehicle up to the standartb base a business on a transport operation going all the year.
required. | would like the Minister and the department to look at the

Does the department actually have statistical evidencissue and see whether there might be mitigating circum-
which shows that those trucks which cart wine grapes or driedtances relating to farmers’ vehicles: if they are not the cause
fruit into the local packing house and which in the mainof accidents and if there is no statistical evidence to show that
probably travel at only 40 to 50 kilometres an hour for shortthat is the case, perhaps this matter can be reconsidered.
journeys have been involved in serious accidents? It is my The Hon. Barbara Wiese:I understand the point being
belief that those vehicles do not have a record of beingnade and there have been numerous occasions over the past
involved in serious accidents. If there is evidence to suppoifiew months while | have been Minister in this area when |
that, it is a different issue, and | would have to reassess mgave received inquiries about farm vehicles and the use of
stance. But the reality is that the average small primaryarm vehicles for limited times during the year. Some issues
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are currently under examination with regard to that and somthis stage no decisions have been made about those matters
action might come out of it. We will have a closer look at thebecause they are still under investigation.
points made on this issue. Mr Payze might wantto comment The Hon. N.T. Peterson:| can certainly inform the
further. Minister that, as she well knows as she lives in the area, there
Mr Payze: As to inspectors of the Department of Roadis no realistic objection to another river crossing. Is there a
Transport, | wish to clarify that their responsibility rests with positive attitude by this Government and by the department
the Acts available to them concerning the operation oto that river crossing, because Port Adelaide will never
vehicles and their mechanical sufficiency at all times. Thejevelop until we take that traffic out of Port Adelaide, exactly
rules are set for them in the Acts of Parliament in terms o&s the Minister said? We need that crossing desperately to
their inspection. | believe they have never transgressed fromilow an effective movement of transport, not only for the
that set of rules or mandate. The honourable member isontainer traffic, but traffic from other fuel and cement
asking that in establishing the rules we take into account thgepots, Penrice and other industries that service on the road
parameters associated with the industry. That is a politicadnd rail. The disruption is caused by an insensible direction
guestion and it is associated with whether we set minimungaf traffic at the moment.
or maximum standards or standards in relation to whichwe The Minister did not touch on the river-road crossing,

are willing to provide an exemption. That is a complex aregyhich also is carrying much more traffic than it was ever
of the law on which | would not like to comment. | believe designed for: that is the Birkenhead bridge, which was built
the department’s inspectors inspect to the rules and legislatiqR 1940_ |t you stand on that bridge when heavy traffic goes

that is laid before them. _ _ _ over it, it moves: there is no doubt about that. | understand
The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: That s exactly my point, and  that is an engineering principle. What is the current assess-
therein lies the problem. ment of that river crossing by the department?

The CHAIRMAN: Mr Peterson has indicated he would ;- pay 76 As far as | am aware the bridge is structurally

like to ask questions. : -
. . sound. It is a bascule span bridge and has steel arches so

The Hon. N.T. PetersonMy questions are related to the o efore it would spring. Our most recent inspection leads
transport hub and its deyelopment. | see in the capltal bUdgﬁE to believe that no structural problems exist with that
that the transport hub will commence work and finish nex@ridge
year. This will bring about considerable increase inroad an ' . .
rail traffic to Lefevre Peninsula and over the river crossing:t,ﬁzmlylnr]sen'?su-[hceH lfisg?J,r\gs Ar\tegfilgge Z(? ?geth‘eAui?:gﬂgaesLaO; d

[

Is there confidence—aside from the disruption the lives o g !
people who live on the peninsula—that the road and rai ransport Dev_elopment Program’ indicate avery consider-
system, particularly the river crossings, have the capacity tf)‘ble decrease in the amount of the actual expenditure last year
handle ’this increased volume? ’ and the proposed expenditure for 1993-94: in fact, it is under

1 half of what was spent last year. How is that going to affect

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:Much work is being put into e department's road proaram for this vear? It is a substan
ensuring that the road system is adequate to cope with t Q P - \d prog IS years it u )
1al decrease in funding.

volumes of traffic that we hope to generate by making th o
Port of Adelaide a busier port. Some of the major arteria] _The Hon. Barbara Wiese:I think | probably touched on
road works taking place that link the Port of Adelaide withtiS in my opening remarks and also a little later when |
the national highway system are part of that overall plan igeferred to th_e ch_t that Federal fundm_g has diminished this
improve the speed with which freight can be carried througy€ar guite significantly. The Australian Land Transport
out State. Development program has now ceased at the Federal level
As to the locations to which the honourable member referdnd therefore funding through that program is significantly
around the port, a proposal is now being assessed for a brigggduced in this year's budget figures. | raised the future of
or causeway across the Port River, which has been suggesté@!t Program recently with the Federal Minister and he
as one means by which we could improve the flow of trafficindicated that he does not expect this program to be carrlgd
and bypass Port Adelaide itself, so heavy vehicles could tak@ OF to be renewed, but he is hopeful that at some stage in
that route and free up Port Adelaide for more pleasant€ future there may be some other program which may have
pursuits. That proposal has been out for community consult&0Me similar objectives at least in some characteristics of the
tion in recent times and is just about at an end and then theR§09ram that existed previously and which may be available
will be further assessment based on the feedback received. J@f future use. However, at this stage there is nothing like
this stage no decision has been made whether such a Caug@t, particularly not for road funding, and unfortunately that
way is desirable or affordable, for that matter. As to the othefS the state of play and the State Government must do the best
issues relating to rail, already on the drawing board is & ¢@n with reduced funding. .
proposal to improve the rail link to the container terminal at  Mrs HUTCHISON: The funding is certainly reduced. If
Port Adelaide. you want to take these on notice | am conscious of the time
The construction of that rail link is soon to commence, andve have at the moment. At page 154 of the Program Esti-
that will improve the speed with which rail freight can be mates, under ‘Accessibility Enhancement-Provincial Cities’,
taken from and brought to the port. That project, which haghe ‘Capital Expenditure’ column indicates an increase in the
been funded under the One Nation package, is proceedir@gtual expenditure as against the proposed expenditure for
along the track that we expected it to, and should be comast year, but then there is only a very minor allocation for
pleted within the time frames that were set down for it. Thethis 1993-94 year. What are the reasons for that?
STA has engaged consultants to examine the existing rail Mr Payze: The Provincial Cities and Rural Highways
bridges in Port Adelaide to determine whether they arg@rogram was a specific program funded from the Federal
capable of carrying the sort of traffic that is envisaged for th&sovernment, which terminates on 31 December. That
future, and once those reports are to hand proper assessmesyscific allocation was for the Todd Highway on the Eyre
and judgments can be made as to the needs for the future. Reninsula, and that project is also concluding.
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Mrs HUTCHISON: Page 48 of the Capital Works take place in November in the southern and northern sectors,
Program indicates a proposed expenditure of $251 000 itogether with changes to Hills services, will be followed by
relation to stormwater drainage for the City of Port Pirieimprovements to other areas. Despite a significant decrease
Council. What is the total cost of that project? Is it a stagedn fare revenue during 1992-93 (amounting to $3 million),
project, and when is it due for completion? If you do not haveprimarily due to the recession, the net cost of operations in
those details here | am happy to put that on notice and yoli992-93 decreased by $4 million, from $139 million to

can come back with the information later. $135 million.
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| will provide that information A significant factor in this reduction was one-off account-
later. ing reductions relating to labour and material provisions
The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, | being reduced to their actuarial reviewed levels. | will briefly
declare the votes completed. compare the accounting result, which complies with accrual

accounting standards and the cash draw on Consolidated
Account. The budget draw was $152 million compared with
the actual draw of $144 million, which was required to meet
the accounting deficit plus the cash for the provisions
State Transport Authority, $140 949 000 accounts.
o _ The $144 million was the only amount required as there

The CHAIRMAN: Would the Minister like to make an were no borrowings for capital works, due to a lower capital
opening statement? works program and borrowings direct from SAFA for buses

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: With the support of the and trains. The budgeted figure for ‘recurrent’ of
Government the STA has embarked on an extensive reorgarg131.5 million was an amount set to be achieved if the capital
sation and self-examination in response to dramaticallprogram was fully utilised. It would have required recurrent
changed community expectations of public sector organisasavings of some $11 million, which would have been an
tions. The STA is expected to provide a substantial transpodverambitious target and, as my predecessor explained at
service while maintaining an enterprising outlook. It wantsthese hearings last year, the net draw was the critical target,
to build on its strengths, with its core business being theind that would be achieved. It has been, and the balance
provision of mass transit in the greater metropolitan areggetween recurrent and capital has been as predicted.
where the STA can display its principal advantage of being  The initiatives that the STA has embarked upon and
able to move large numbers of people at concentrated periogigends to implement will result in a more efficient organis-
on main routes. The main thrusts of this ongoing process argtion that is more responsive in today’s environment. | would

1. The decentralisation of functions to the operatingike to thank the employees of the STA for their cooperation
depots, thereby enabling the depot managers to be mogad willingness to contribute to and move with the many
responsive to their customers’ needs and the resultinghanges which have taken place and which undoubtedly will

reduction in the size of corporate structure. continue in the future.
2. The development of new core service units to operate
at commercially viable rates in competition with outside Departmental Advisers:

providers. These core units are to operate to ‘best practice’ Mr J. Brown, General Manager, Chairman.
standards. This new structure, which has been progressively Mr W. Fairlie, Manager, Corporate Treasury.
introduced since October 1992, is nearing completion. Mr K. Benger, Director, Strategic Services.
3. The establishment of four industry sector enterprise Mr D. Willis, Manager, Funding Policy.
bargaining agreements (EBA) and, in particular, included in  Mr B. Crouch, Manager, Market Assessment.
Public Transport Union EBA, the provision of part-time
employment for bus operators. MrINGERSON: Patronage is the principal reason for the
4. The development of additional transit link services thalSTA's existence. In view of the fact that last year the STA
provide major movement of commuters along main corridorgorecast that annual patronage would increase by 100 000
at a comparable level of speed and lower cost than the privateom 52.8 million to 52.9 million, how does the Minister
car. account for the fact that patronage did not increase last year
5. The STA is developing consultation mechanisms thabut actually fell by 3.7 million to 49.1 million? Why is the
will provide forums for regular two way communication with STA forecasting a further loss of 800 000 passengers this
its customer groups. The benefits include a better understafinancial year?
ding amongst customer groups of the STA's circumstances The Hon. Barbara Wiese:|l have answered questions like
and plans, with customer representatives having access to tthés in Parliament during the past couple of weeks. A number
STA and so provide it with a better understanding of theirof matters can contribute to the situation that currently stands.
needs. As | think | have indicated before, there has been a declining
6. The STA is working with the private sector (taxi and patronage for STA services during the past 10 years. The
private bus operators) as well as with local government t&TA is not alone in being in this situation: it is the sort of
promote complementary services. The successful Hallething that is happening all over Australia and around the
Cove Transit Taxi and the Happy Valley Hub link service areworld. The society in which we live is changing. We have a
examples of other service providers joining with the STA tovery good road network; we have a city in which it is very
provide a better transport solution. easy to get around; people have tended to want to use their
The Government has agreed to a complete review of attars rather than using the public transport system. Lifestyles
transport services, and each sector of the metropolitan are@ad work patterns are changing, and all these things have
will be subject to changes based on community and customepme impact on what forms of transport people use.
input. The changes in March in the north-western suburbs In addition to that, levels of unemployment in our
were extensive, and the introduction of the new services toommunity during the past few years have had an impact on
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the use of public transport. Generally, people who are in paid The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| will answer that question in
employment make up the vast majority of our public transporaa moment, but I should like to make a further comment about
users. With unemployment at the sorts of levels we havéhe claim that the honourable member makes about patronage
experienced, obviously that has had an effect on patronagie other places. Looking at the figures for patronage to date
It also must be taken into consideration that the figures thah other States, there has Ibez 6 per cent reduction in bus
appear during the past two years include of the order o$ervices in New South Wales; a 13.8 per cent reduction in
1 million in patronage figures for last year, which were Victoria; ard a 4 per cent reduction in Perth. Using figures
attributed to the change in the free travel for students. Thairovided by the Commonwealth Government, in the past two
accounts for about 1 million of the 3.7 million that appearedyears in Australia public transport journeys have fallen by 13
in last year’s figures. per cent. We are talking not about a situation which is
That was a blip in the statistical picture, if you like, isolated to South Australia or this particular public transport

because that situation has now passed. It existed for only@ystem, but about a phenomenon which exists across
couple of years and has now gone, because that service wagstralia and in various parts of the world. As people’s work
withdrawn from young people since a small number abuseBatterns and way of living change, so their transport needs
the privilege. The factis, however, and this is the good new§hange as well. o .

in the story, that with the changes of service that the STAis We anticipate that we will achieve improved results with
introducing, particu|ar|y the introduction of transit link the gradual introduction of the services to Wthh.l referl’ed
services around the metropolitan area, we are bringing peop@rlier. The record thus far shows that we are right in the
back to public transport. That over time will play a significantclaims that we make. When we have covered the whole of the
role in turning around the fortunes of the STA. metropolitan area, we will see even further improvements. It

The fact is that in some areas where transit link serviced'®Y be that the projection that we made earlier of a further

have been introduced—and | use one particular service as %dUCt.'OIn of 80|:) 0%0 mbp.atron%g?t d:ﬂ”ng t_?ﬁ c.o(rjmng
example, the Elizabeth to city transit link service—somethin Inancial year will €énd up being a better igure. 1he indica-
ons that we have so far lead to the conclusion that we are

like 26 per cent of the people using that service are first tim e
b peop g kely to have a much better result than that projection.

users of public transport. What we are achieving with thes ; e ;
b b 9 The services being introduced now, by their nature, are

new services, because we are providing the sort of service . idi d f 3 ¢
that people want (that is, rapid, frequent service at times gfoncentrating on providing rapid, frequent services from

th hen th tit). is brinai . outlying subUfbs into the cit_y a_lnd between var_ious shopping
tr:ncslggr\;vfoerr;heefiyrg\tl%rr;é.), is bringing people to use IDLIbIICgnd community centres within the metropolitan area. We

. . . . .. ,ackno - i i i
As we introduce further transit link services of this kind wledge that a short-term impact of the introduction of

. some of these services is a reduction in service for some inner
throughout the metropolitan area we can expect to arrest EVefletropolitan suburbs. However, that is not likely to be the

further the decline in patronage. It is interesting to note that , oq for very much longer, because the next phase of work

in the first half of this year the decline in patronage was only, e regrganisation of services in the metropolitan area is

hat th . bri d h introd ogressively to improve the links in that part of the metro-
that these new services can bring, and we have Introducegiian area as well, so there will be better coverage shortly.
them to a portion only of the metropolitan area. By the en

of this year, when we have covered the whole of the southerg, MrINGERSON: As you have claimed that the introduc.

burb dintroduced X in th th I n of the transit link services will arrest the decline in STA
Suburbs and Introduced new services in the north as Well g3, sqenger numbers, what are the passenger forecasts in both
a couple of new services in the Adelaide Hills, we should se

. ) , “humber and percentage terms for the conventional train, bus
even further improvements in next year's results. That i

d for th blic t " h a1 | nd tram services, and what are the passenger forecasts in
good news for the public transport system, and 1 WoulG,oth hymber and percentage terms for each of the transit link

expect that we will see a turnaround in fortunes. services introduced to date and foreshadowed?
~ One new piece of information, of which | was unaware,  The Hon. Barbara Wiese: In terms of the forecasts, we
is that patronage for August this year was 5.1 per cent highegill have to take that on notice and provide the information
than for August 1992. That is an indication of the changesgater.
that are taking place and how the improved services are Mr INGERSON: As a supplementary, are the Govern-
impacting on the public. ment's plans for the STA confined to arresting the fall in
Mr INGERSON: In essence, you are saying that if we passenger numbers or do they embrace initiatives to reverse
have a 4.5 million drop in patronage in 12 months we arghe fall in patronage which has seen the STA lose
going all right. If you are gracious and take 1 million for 18.4 million passengers, or 27.3 per cent patronage, over the
schoolchildren, that is a 3.5 million patronage loss by the eng@ast 10 years; what are the initiatives to change that; or is the
of next year. You had 3.7 million last year and you haveGovernment purely and simply looking at arresting that
800 000 projected for this year and yet you say that theecline?
system is all right. That is incredible. Perhaps you should The Hon. Barbara Wiese: We hope that with the
look at what is happening in Brisbane and Perth, because neorganisation of services, as | have already tried to explain,
both instances patronage is going up. Their public transpowte will arrest the decline in the short term, but over time we
system is showing an increase in patronage. Is the decisiamould hope to see growth in public transport numbers. | do
by the STA this year ‘to review the operational practicesnot have the projections here, but I will provide that informa-
associated with bus service delivery, particularly in the innetion at a later time.
suburban areas’ an admission that the STA is losing most of The whole point of reorganising the public transport
its passengers in the inner suburban area, particularly sinsgstem is not because people enjoy changing rosters but
the introduction of the transit link services? because we are trying to encourage people back to using the

months of this year we are starting to see the improvemen%)
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public transport system. We have found, with the introductioron night services. You might have 20 per cent fare evasion,
of transit link services in various parts of the metropolitanbut you might be talking about only six or eight people. To
area, that we have been able to encourage people back to that the rail issue into context with the overall system, the
public transport system. | have already indicated that on thievel of fare evasion on buses, at about .3 per cent when
Elizabeth to city line 26 per cent of the people travelling arecompared with rail, produces an overall level of about 1 per
first-time travellers on public transport. We are findingcent, as | stated.
similar results in other parts of the metropolitan area. It We are doing a number of things to try to arrest this sort
proves that if we provide the sort of service that peopleof behaviour. First, we have revenue protection groups which
want—rapid, efficient, frequent and at times of the day wherare going out into the system and which are having a presence
most people travel—we will get results that will lead to aon trains and talking with people who are practising this fare
growth in use. evasion about why they behave in this way and what they are
That is our aim, and over time we will introduce thesedoing, trying to educate people about their responsibilities in
services, with the next wave of introduction occurring inusing public transport. By having this increased presence on
November in the southern suburbs and the Adelaide Hillgrains, we have been able to reduce fare evasion very
with some changes in the western suburbs and a couple significantly.
changes in the north. Some other changes will also follow On the Gawler line, where this practice was first imple-
from there in improving the services from the northernmented, we reduced fare evasion from 6 per cent to about 3
suburbs even further. | should indicate that last week'per cent, and there has been a lot of positive feedback from
figures, for example, show that the number of boardingsther public transport users who very much resent the fact
made on each of the transit link services TL2, TL3 and TL4that they are paying and others are not. That has led to great
was the highest recorded so far on these services. So, evergoperation from the public.
week is bringing about a changed situation, since these new Our telephone information centre is receiving information
services have come on stream, and they are showing the sarhich gives our fare evasion officers leads as to where they
of results that you say we should be delivering, and we areshould go next to blitz the system and pick up the activities
Mr HAMILTON: | wish to enter the debate on public that we want to try to stamp out. In addition to that, we are
transport, because | have just come back from Westenmtroducing better systems to enable the transit infringement
Australia and, as a preamble to my question, it was veryotices to be issued more effectively; we are gathering better
interesting to note the promises made by the Liberal Party imformation about people’s habits so that action can be taken;
Western Australia and Victoria about public transport. Inand, more particularly, we are introducing some new systems
Western Australia, in particular, railway men are absolutelywhich will help to control this sort of activity.
incensed about the promises made leading up to the Western | announced some time ago that we would be installing
Australian election in February. They are calling Kireath (theautomatic ticket barriers at the Adelaide Railway Station. In
Minister) an outrageous liar, who made promises to railwayaddition to that, we will also be installing ticket vending
men about the upgrading of workshops and immediately aftemachines on trains so that, with those two measures in
the election closed it down. So, unfortunately, railwaysparticular, there will no longer be any reason why someone
workers have learnt their lesson in terms of the promiseen a train should not have a ticket, because ticket vending
made by conservative Governments, as indeed they hawveachines will be there, and anyone passing through the
learnt from what has taken place in Victoria. | fear what will Adelaide Railway Station will have to produce a ticket to get
happen to the public transport system in South Australia ifn or out. These measures will soon be in place and will add
there is a change of Government. | will have much more tdo the measures that already are in progress.
say about that in the debate in another place. With respect to the ticket vending machines, | am very
What is the present situation regarding fare evasion angleased to be able to announce today that a South Australian
what steps have been implemented to reduce it? The Ministeompany has just been successful in winning the contract to
would be aware of my understanding of and involvement irmanufacture and supply the new ticket vending machines that
the railway industry for over 25 years. It is a matter ofwe will be installing on trains. A South Australian company
concern and speculation in the community as to what is theamed CAMMS Systems Pty Ltd, which is based at Hilton,
real situation in relation to fare evasion and what steps areill provide 130 ticket vending machines for STA railcars.
being taken to overcome the problems of fare evasion oifthe contract is worth about $800 000 to that company. Most
public transport. Has it increased or decreased? of the work on the production machines will take place in
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| can give some indication of Adelaide, including the assembly and final manufacturing of
what is happening with fare evasion. The field supervisorghe units. They have been successful in competition with
employed by the STA who carry out regular ticket inspec-other vending machine suppliers, after extensive trials of a
tions estimate the overall fare evasion on buses, trams amdimber of machines.
trains at about 1 per cent, or about $500 000 per annum. Fare Some important modifications have been made to the
evasion on buses is of the order of about .3 per cent. Farmachines that they supplied in the first place, and that will
evasion on trains is higher and varies depending on the timenable us to link the vending machines to on-board Crouzet
of day. It varies from peak periods, when it is about 3 petticket validators, and the validator will be able to directly
cent, to off-peak periods, when it is about 6 per cent. It issncode and print the tickets. Within three months, those
evident that, on some occasions during the off-peak periothachines will commence being installed on the railcars. The
particularly at night or when passengers travel from suburbaautomatic ticket barriers at Adelaide Railway Station will also
station to suburban station on selected services, we expebe installed at about the end of the year or in January next
ence a level of fare evasion that sometimes goes up to aboygar, so that much of the problem that has emerged in the past
20 per cent. will be overcome.
However, it should be remembered that we are talking In addition to that, with respect to the rail system general-
about very low numbers in some of these cases, particularly, we are developing a whole new approach to the delivery
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of rail services in the metropolitan area in an effort toApart from a few hiccups it has been met with a favourable
revitalise the rail system. It is quite clear that what we needesponse.
in rail is a faster, more frequent service that is safe and First, how successful has that TL2 been since its introduc-
secure, with fewer stops for people. It has to be customeron, and has there been an increase in patronage from that
driven. area? Secondly—as an aside to what | believe to be an
So, we will be extending the STA's transit link concept toincreased patronage, there is a need for more bus shelters—
rail in the very near future. We have four major lines in thehas the Minister, the STA and the appropriate authorities ever
metropolitan area, and on those corridors where rail exists weonsidered involving private enterprise in providing bus
want rail to be the major mode of transport, with complemenshelters? As | understand it, seating and bus shelters are
tary bus services feeding the rail services. provided by private enterprise in Western Australia.
Therefore, a reorganisation of the rail system will entail  One is well aware of the request, particularly from elderly
providing high speed travel at peak times and with feweipeople, for bus shelters and seats. | would hope the Minister
stops. We would want to have services running every 1@ould, if she has not already done so, give favourable
minutes during peak hours, every 20 to 30 minutes duringonsideration to this proposal. | suspect there is a large
off-peak hours, and we would have services operating withvaiting list for bus shelters and, indeed, seats, and | believe
one car, or a maximum of two cars, at a time, and that wilthat private enterprise may be able to play a role in providing
also have the spin-off of reducing the risk of graffiti and seating and advertising on seating and bus shelters, as applies
vandalism because it will be more controllable with only onenot only in other States but | understand in other countries.
or two carriages running at a time. The Hon. Barbara Wiese: | will ask Mr Brown to
During peak services trains will stop only at principal respond to the second part of the question. With respect to the
stations. As | said, other stations at which trains will not stopr L2 service, which travels from West Lakes to the city via
will be serviced by buses feeding into the principal stationsPort Road, last week the average number of boardings per
The other stations will be open at other times of the day anday for that service was 1 323, which was the highest yet

will be used in off-peak periods. recorded. So, itis a very successful service. It is very popular,
The CHAIRMAN: | hope Dudley Park is a principal as you say, and certainly the feed-back we get is very
station. positive. There is also another bus, the TL5, which travels

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| will take that into account. from West Lakes to the city via Henley Beach Road and
By combining these services with the automatic barrier gatesyhich had an average boarding for last week per day of
automatic ticket vending machines, secure car parking dt 144, which is also a very good result. These services are
stations, electronic timetable information, closed-circuitbeing well used and we are getting very good messages from
television security arrangements (which will be built into people who use them regularly. As to bus shelters, | will ask
these stations), with the stations staffed by customer liaisollr Brown to respond.
people and an encouragement for private enterprise to Mr Brown: The STA is not responsible for the erection
develop commercial operations at principal stations we wilbf bus shelters. That is a responsibility of the councils.
have a complete revamp of our rail system. Hopefully we can Mr HAMILTON: But you work in conjunction with
encourage many more people back to rail and to use ththem.
public transport system. Mr Brown: However, the authority is working in

There has been some consultation with unions andonjunction with local councils to enable private enterprise
councils about this matter thus far, but we now want to extentb provide adequate shelters and seating at nominated
the consultation further into the community with a view to locations agreed with the councils in terms of their planning
implementing such new services early next year. regulations, etc. Private enterprise has already demonstrated

Mr HAMILTON: | take it that these ticket vending their intentions by putting modern shelters at many of the
machines have been tested to be vandal proof and hawansit link bus stops throughout the Adelaide metropolitan
undergone rigorous testing? area.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:That was certainly a key part In some cases the STA will assist with funding where
of the trialing of the systems because that was one of ththese shelters are actually installed at interchanges, and
problems that emerged in the early stages. Many of thérndale is a typical example of that. Arndale interchange
machines that were tested were very susceptible to vandaliswpened last week, with very modern seating and bus shelters,
Some of the modifications were brought about by STAand that was a project between council, the STA, the
employees themselves making suggestions about ways Westfield shopping organisation and the suppliers of the
which these machines could be improved in order to makshelters themselves. That is the policy that we are adopting
them vandal proof. We certainly believe that these are theéght throughout metropolitan Adelaide.
best we can provide. | do not suppose anything is 100 per Mr HAMILTON: Is it the intention of the STA to work
cent vandal proof, but they are as good as they can be.  in conjunction with the councils to advertise this fact because

Mr HAMILTON: My next question relates to the TL2 | suspect that many business houses in the community are not
transit link. Since entering Parliament (14 years ago yesteaware of that fact?
day) I have argued intensely with various Transport Ministers Mr Brown: Yes, it is working with the local councils and
about the need for a rapid transit system down West Lakesith developers generally on this particular concept. It has
Boulevard, the Port Road and into the city. | am glad to saynly been in vogue, in this particular format, for the past 18
that this Government and the STA finally agreed to thatmonths or so, but wherever we get the opportunity we
particular proposal. promote the concept and we actually encourage the councils

The TL2 transit link has met with very favourable to participate with private enterprise.
response from constituents, particularly in the West Lakes MrHAMILTON: |am very pleased to hear that. Finally,
area. From the West Lakes Mall there are only two stops tin relation to crime prevention and security initiatives, can the
the city: the Albert Park railway station and Woodville Road.Minister elaborate on the crime prevention security initiatives
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that the STA has implemented? Also, can the Minister The Hon. Barbara Wiese:In 1992-93 there were 2 115
elaborate, as part of her response, on the STAs graffitand the year before there were 1 504 prosecutions launched
removal program; the cost of removal and vandalism irin the Magistrates Court and the Children’s Court for
1992-93, compared to the previous financial year; and thbreaches of the STA Act and other relevant legislation.
number of prosecutions in 1992-93 compared to 1991-92? Mr MEIER: As to the purchase of buses and railcars,

Some years ago the member for Stuart, the member fdrow many of the 307 MAN buses has the STA received to
Fisher and | attended an international conference imlate and how many will it take delivery of this year? How
Melbourne and we were very impressed by what had takemany of the 50 new 3000 class rail cars have been received
place in New York. The Minister will be aware of my interest to date?
in the program at Gosnells, Western Australia, and the related The Hon. Barbara Wiese:As to the new bus program,
legislation in respect of graffiti and vandalism in Southwe leta contract to MAN Automotive in 1991 for the supply
Australia. Much of that was brought back from that city. | amof 307 standard length buses and 35 have now been delivered.
interested in those aspects of our war on these practices afmtie contract extends until 1998 and we will have a delivery
the crime prevention and security initiatives undertaken byate of about one bus a week over that time. As to the new
the STA. railcar project, 50 new diesel-electric railcars are being

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: This area is of considerable constructed. The contractis progressing on schedule and the
concern to the STA because, unless we have a secure and sfifst railcar was delivered in April last year. A total of 14
system, we cannot encourage people to use it. Much energgilcars have been delivered and placed into service as at the
and money has been put into crime prevention and graffitend of August this year.
and vandalism programs. For example, in the past 12 months Mr MEIER: The Minister indicated that one bus a week
graffiti and vandalism in the public transport system costwould be delivered, but how many railcars will be coming per
$1 million—money that could be much better spent on theveek?
delivery of services if we can eradicate the practice. The Hon. Barbara Wiese: They do not deliver railcars

A number of matters have been set in train by the STA tso quickly, but we expect 10 a year.
try to come to terms with such anti-social behaviour. Thisis Mr MEIER: When the order for new buses was placed
not something peculiar to South Australia and is happeningn 2 April 1991, the former Minister of Transport, Mr
everywhere else in the world to varying degrees, andlevins, estimated the cost of the contract would be
programs to stamp out this sort of thing are working with$76 million. In the capital works budget this year the estimate
differing success in various places. As to what we have beeof the total cost is now $119 million, an increase of
doing here, for example, we have got community groups t&43 million. As this increase represents a 56 per cent increase
participate in the Adopt a Station program and we now havén the cost of the buses in just three years and as the Minister
26 metropolitan railway stations adopted by communityindicated that the order is not due to be completed until 1999,
groups. The scheme involves the community taking care o#ill the Minister explain in detail why costs have increased
a railway station through graffiti removal, tree planting, and the amount of the increase? What is the anticipated total
landscaping and general clean-up working with the STA. Weost in June 1999?
work with FACS on various juvenile offender programs and The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| understand that the cost of
they are run in conjunction with FACS. We have youngthe project has not increased, but | will have to provide a later
people performing clean-up duties as part of that programresponse to explain the disparity in the figures.

The STA Transit Squad has also been active in gathering Mr MEIER: | will await the Minister’s explanation. Will
intelligence about behaviour patterns of people in the systeithe Minister explain in detail those areas where costs have
doing the wrong thing. They are going out in to theincreased and the amount of the increase in the purchase of
community into community groups, they are going to schoolthe 50 new railcars? In 1989 the estimated cost was
and giving talks to schools and they are forming association$143 million, yet in this year’s capital works budget reveals
with young people, for example, they have started a footbalhat the cost has increased to $160 million.
team in the northern suburbs with young people who have The Hon. Barbara Wiese:The current best estimate total
been offending in the system and that is leading to muclkost of the project is $121 million, which is well under the
better relationships. We have implemented a 24-hour graffitinitial estimates. | am advised that when Cabinet approval

hotline for members of the public and STA staff— was given for this proposal approval was given for
Mr HAMILTON: What is the number? $159 million. The current best estimate for the total cost of
Mr Brown: Itis 218 2400. the project is now $121 million, which is significantly less.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: We have been installing If there is a disparity in the figures, then there is certainly a
cameras in buses and trains as members would have seergimod explanation for that, but | do not have the information
media reports in the past 24 hours and we hope we will stattere and | will provide it by the appropriate date.
to get on top of this problem. Work is being undertaken in  Mr MEIER: Inthe past year there has been a significant
depots to improve security, to remove graffiti and our aim ischange in the recording of the STA non-current assets. With
to try to remove graffiti within 24 hours, wherever it appears.respect to buses, purchased assets have increased by
In some areas we are slowly starting to get on top of th&21.5 million, from $36.87 million to $58.439 miillion, while
problem but it is a broad community social problem. Theleased assets have fallen by $12.9 million from $49.9 million
STA cannot handle it alone but it is doing a good job and igo $36.9 million. In respect of railcars, purchased assets have
starting to have an impact. As | indicated earlier, the cost oincreased by $21.3 million, from $26.8 million to
anti-graffiti work and vandalism for the 12 months ended$48.1 million, while leased assets have remained unchanged
June 1993 was $1 014 372, which was slightly less than that $44.3 million. Can the Minister explain these changes?
previous year when we spent $1 148 000. Have bus assets previously leased been converted to pur-

Mr HAMILTON: Is there a comparison as to chased assets, and if so why was the same conversion not
prosecutions? made in respect to railcars, or has the STA resolved to
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purchase and not lease all its new MAN buses and new 3000- | have already indicated that, in the southern suburbs,
class railcars? there will be a complete reorganisation of services, including
Mr Benger: The leased assets have expired and have bed¢hree new transit links as part of that arrangement, as well as
converted into purchased assets because they are no longerumber of other modifications that I will not go into now
subject to a financing arrangement. The railcars have alwayat | can provide that information if it is necessary. That also
been subject to lease. The new ones have not been leasé#t:ludes improvements in interpeak frequencies in the outer
they have just been subject to a borrowing arrangement. southern suburbs and modifications to the night and Sunday
Mr MEIER: Can you explain the difference between anetwork in the outer south.
borrowing and a lease arrangement? When | purchase a car In the western suburbs a number of changes will be made
leasing and borrowing means the same: that | do not have the bus routes, and they are currently in the consultation phase,
money on hand. If the STA is now purchasing its new busedyut it is hoped that they can be introduced some time in the
what is the source of funds and what sort of interest rate arfirst half of this financial year. In the north and north-eastern
you paying? Why is this option more attractive than the cossuburbs work has commenced on a review of the network,
associated with leasing? and this includes the modelling of a number of options for
Mr Benger: The leasing of assets is not as attractive aghanges to the network, different ways of operating the
it was, so the department is entering just a straight borrowingawler train service along the lines that I outlined earlier,
agreement through SAFA for those assets. new transit link bus services designed to link centres and
Mr MEIER: 1 still did not get an answer to my question. improve travel time and access, changes to local bus routes

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, the difference between lease andi® complement the transit link train and bus services,
borrowing, not just in financial terms but in technical terms.Improved access to Elizabeth Centre in line with the plans for
Mr Benger: There is just a straight borrowing between the future that are outlined in the 20-20 Vision statement, and

the financier and the borrower, which in this case is the STA2 number of other services.

There is a number of parties involved with the financing  Special services were put on during the course of the
leasing transactions, such as the borrower, the intermedial§oyal Show this year which were extremely successful,
and then the purchaser. particularly ones coming from the Modbury interchange. A
Mr MEIER: And the interest rates would be SAFA rates, full range of services will be in place during the course of the
Mr Benger: Yes, at the moment SAFA is providing funds Grand Prix coming up later in the year, and also arrangements
at 6.5 per cent through the borrowing arrangements. will be made with the promoters of special events during the

Mr HOLLOWAY: Page 173 of the Program Estimates S0Urse of the year which enable us to provide particular
refers to an extension of bus services. What plans are there VIC€S for partlpular r.events.wher? that is necessary:
for service changes in 1993-94 for all modes of transport, and Another transit service which will come from the city to
how is the public going to be informed of these changes? /lizabeth via SallsburyZ Ingle Farm and the Paradise inter-
number of constituents in my electorate who travel alongnange, commences in November. So a range of very
South Road to the city, especially on the 720 route, hav portant new extensions of services is being created dur_ln.g
asked me whether the services, which currently terminate ithe course of this financial year, and the department antici-
the vicinity of Victoria Square and which | gather have donePates that they will have a very significant impact on the
so since before the Government took over these services froRfironage of public transport. o
private operators many years ago, could be extended through In addition to that, in order to ensure that this is so, a
the city. comprehensive promotional campaign will be developed to

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: | am advised that those €nsure that the service changes to the southern, western,
services will be extended through the city, as your constitudorthern and Mount Barker areas are communicated in an

ents would like to see. As to the first question about newnformative and user friendly way, utilising as long a lead
services coming on line in 1993-94, | have answered part dfme as possible. It will be a campaign based on a mix of
that question already. To be more specific, an example ¢Rdio, press and targeted direct mail. It will be supported by
those services is that a new bus-train interchange is beiry four week series of mini-documentaries on prime time
created at Smithfield and stage 1 of that project at Smithfieléf!evision. The campaign theme ‘Driving you into the future’
District Centre, has now been completed, having beef@Mpaign. So, we hope to start pushing public transport and
constructed by the Munno Para council with the Australiarfhe things we can do for people.
Government's assistance. Mr HOLLOWAY: My next question concerns the
On 5 July the STA extended selected services to thdonsley Interchange proposal, which is of some interest to
interchange from the city to Elizabeth Downs, and frommy €lectorate. The Minister made it clear that this proposal
Elizabeth station to Craigmore. In relation to the Adelaidevas dependent on Federal funding. What is the current state
Hills, particularly those services using Mount Barker Road Of play as far as the Commonwealth is concerned?
it is intended to introduce new timetables with revised The Hon. Barbara Wiese: We applied for Federal
running times on the City-to-Aldgate services as from 15unding under the ALTD program in December last year and
August this year following a suggestion by employees for thevere informed some time later that all the funds for that
implementation of faster running times. This will not changeprogram had been committed. We were then awaiting the
the frequency of service but will improve the quality of outcome of this year’s budget process to see whether there
service. The City-to-Aldgate transit link is a new service,would be a continuation of that fund. We have now been told
which will be introduced at a relatively low operating cost. that there is not a fund like this in this year’s budget, although
It is anticipated that the service will attract an additionalthere are programs under the auspices of the Minister
100 000 passengers per annum to public transport, and thasponsible for urban development at the national level, and
is coming on line in November of this year. funds through the Better Cities program and lines of that sort,



104 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B 16 September 1993

which may be appropriate to draw upon for public transportimetables. In the delivery of this commitment the STA
initiatives. should meet realistic customer requirements in respect of a

In addition to that, the most recent discussions | have hadumber of matters, in particular, reliability, punctuality,
with Federal Minister Collins indicate that he is hoping thatcleanliness of the fleet and infrastructure, customer comfort
he may be able to resurrect within his own portfolio some sorind providing clear up-to-date information on services.
of program that would meet some of the criteria the old To achieve this, a communications network, comprising
ALTD fund met. If that is the case, projects such as thea three-tier committee structure, has been established to
Tonsley Interchange may be suitable candidates for fundingnonitor the services and identify trends and recommend
Whether that will happen within the course of this financialappropriate action. The three committees are the monitoring
year | do not know at this stage, but if we are unable tacommittee, which recommends to the authority service
achieve Federal funding for this project, the STA will needdelivery objectives that will improve the quality of service
to consider other options as to how the services can be bgstovided and monitor those objectives; the reliability
organised in that part of the metropolitan area. committee, which provides specialist advice and assistance

Mr HOLLOWAY: My final question concerns the to the General Manager to ensure that service delivery
creation of an alternative to subways at railway stations, bypbjectives are met; and work site forums, which focus depots,
ramps. There is one at Edwardstown and another currentBection and work site attention on service delivery issues.
under construction at Woodlands Park. They are muclsince August of last year we have been collecting and
appreciated by commuters, particularly the elderly, who daollating information which enables the performance of the
not like using the subways, especially in the evenings. Whagervice to be monitored, so the information we have available
further plans are there for the construction of such ramps bipo us now is more reliable than it used to be.
the STA? The following service objectives for rail services have

Mr Brown: ltis the State Transport Authority’s policy to now been adopted. As regards punctuality, we are looking for
close all subways where there is an alternative means &5 per cent of our services to be not more than three minutes
access to the railway station. That has been brought about fate, 100 per cent to be not more than five minutes late, and
security reasons, to protect our customers. As funds beconwee are expecting 100 per cent reliability.
available we will be replacing subways with ramps. As an indication of the way that the system is working,

Mr INGERSON: Isit correct that in the past three weeks this information is provided to the STA every day so that it
23 of the 28 part-time bus drivers employed by the STA havean be monitored on a daily basis. Information on what
had bus accidents; how many drivers or passengers expedecurred on the previous day’s services must be available
enced injuries; and what have been the repair costs? every day by 11 a.m., and preferably before that.

Mr Brown: ltisincorrect to suggest that 23 of the 28 bus  Looking at yesterday’s figures, or up to 9 a.m. this
accidents have been caused by part-time drivers. | do natorning, the first criterion of a nought to three-minute
have the precise details at my fingertips. This allegation hagerformance shows that on all lines in the a.m. peak time we
been made to me by others, | have investigated it, and | wiltan 100 per cent on time. The figure for the p.m. peak time
provide the information for the committee. was 95.12 per cent, and all day we had an average of 94.96

Mr INGERSON: Is it correct that the initial agreement per cent. On the nought to 5-minute measure, it was 100 per
between the STA and union representatives required partent again for the a.m. peak time, 99.19 per cent for the p.m.
timers to have two years’ training before being allowed topeak time and 98.64 per cent all day.
drive on the O’'Bahn busway; and has this agreement now These figures come across my desk every day and they
been amended to provide that part-timers will need only 5@&lso come across the General Manager’s desk every day. | am
hours’ driving time before being allowed to operate on thevery pleased to see that often during the course of the week
O’Bahn system? some of these tables that relate to the four lines that we

Mr Brown: | will take that question on notice. operate—Belair, Gawler, Outer Harbor and Noarlunga—

Mr INGERSON: How many bus operators are employedshow a full 100 per cent check list every day at peak times,
by the STA; of this number, how many are employed on anorning and night, and all day on some of those services. The
part-time casual basis; and how many part-time drivers doeSTA is extremely efficient in the service that it is running and
the STA plan to employ by the end of the financial year? it is keeping to the sort of performance targets that it has set

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| will take those questions on itself.

notice. With respect to bus services, yesterday’s figures show that
Mr Brown: The STA does not employ part-time casual (and it is reasonable to choose any day like this, because the

drivers. operation of services is pretty reliable in that respect), of the
Mr INGERSON: Part-time or casual? 7 981 service trips operated throughout the day, a total of 52,

Mr Brown: The authority does not engage casual driversor .65 per cent, experienced service disruptions. So, that is

Mrs HUTCHISON: | refer to page 173 of the Program not a bad sort of record, and it is the sort of thing that happens
Estimates, ‘Specific Targets/Objectives.’ There has been a lptetty regularly every day of the week. So, some of the press
of talk in the past about the performance of bus, tram anthat the public transport system gets is pretty unfair, particu-
train reliability and punctuality. | am sure that the Minister larly with respect to disruptions and problems, because it
is aware of that. What measures has the STA taken trelates to a very tiny proportion of the services that are run
improve performance in those areas? each day.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: While the STA is still Mrs HUTCHISON: Regardless of what the member for
monitoring traditional financial and technical efficiency Bragg says, | think there will probably be an increased
standards, there is now greater emphasis on developing addmand for these services. Regarding the acronym PETS
monitoring service delivery standards related to custome(Public Enquiry Timetable System), which is another one of
needs. In effect, the authority makes a commitment to itthe objectives, will the Minister elaborate on the proposed
customers and the public when it publishes its serviceew system and, in particular, say when it will be commis-
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sioned and what advantages it will have for commuters aswahich has been running for a year or so, has demonstrated
whole? that we can provide such a service at about half the cost of the
The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The Public Enquiry Timetable provision of a bus service, so that the development of services
System is designed to provide telephone informatiorof this kind is really the way to go. Of course, we could also
operators at the other end of our information lines with theundertake that sort of work with private bus companies.
necessary information to answer all the inquires relating to There have been a number of moves into this area, and we
the STAs bus, tram and train services in a timely andwantto see more of that sort of work developed. The STA is
accurate way, thereby improving the delivery of service tacurrently working with other organisations on further options
customers. Due to the complexity of the software beindor the development of complementary services, and hopeful-
developed, the implementation will not occur until earlyly some of those will come into place in the not too distant
1994. However, this system will provide maps on the screefuture as well.
for the operator so that if you, the customer, ring and say, ‘I It will be important, in the development of a comprehen-
want to go from Henley Beach to Burnside to visit Auntie sive transport system across the metropolitan area, for us to
Flo; can you please tell me how | can get there, at what timegain the involvement and interest of the sort of bodies that |
of the day and what connections | need?’, that operator wilhave talked about so that we can provide the range of services
be able to tell you immediately the timetable of the servicesthat people need.
the connections; which bus stop is closest to your home and The STA, which concentrates on mass transit services, is
which is closest to Auntie Flo’s at the other end; and how fatargely using large buses. There are other organisations that
you need to walk from your house to the bus stop and fronmight provide minibus services or a variation of forms of
the bus stop to Auntie Flo’s at the other end. public transport which will very well complement the
In other words, it is a very extensive, complex, completeservices that we can provide, and we want to see more of that
service that we will be able to offer to our customers wherhappening. That certainly will be an important thrust in the
it comes on line. The technology is world class and, when inhext wave of the development of services in Adelaide.
and a number of the other software packages that are being Mrs HUTCHISON: And a much more cost effective
produced by the STA were displayed at an internationaivay.
Public Transport Congress exhibition in Sydney some months The Hon. Barbara Wiese: It will certainly be a much
ago, a lot of interest was shown in them by representatives ohore cost effective way of delivering services, and that is
public transport systems from around the world. We areanother important reason to encourage this development.
certainly hoping that we will be able to sell this productto  Mr INGERSON: Is it correct that the STA board has
other public transport authorities once we have it up andeversed an approval granted on 23 September 1992 to install
running here. RDAV video surveillance cameras at all 81 stations and that
The television prograrBeyond 200@vas very interested it now plans to isolate 38 stations without the benefit of such
in this program, and recently filmed a segment for thatameras? Will this decision, coupled with the announcement
television show, which has been shown in other parts ofoday that the STA plans to concentrate on express rail
Australia. Unfortunately, it was not shown in Adelaide thatservices, increase speculation that the STA, and consequently
night because they had a football commitment whichthe Government, has a hidden agenda to close down small
prevented that program going to air. That is a shame, becausslway stations?
the STA has developed really world class, innovative The Hon. Barbara Wiese: | will ask Mr Brown to
computer software, and we hope it will meet with muchcomment, since he is Chairman of the STA board, with
success here and in the other places where it can be impleespect to the particular decisions that have been taken. | can
mented. say that the announcements made today, which will lead to
Mrs HUTCHISON: My final question relates to whatis a revitalisation of the Adelaide rail system with a system of
called the complementary service concepts. What are theprincipal stations being a focus for the delivery of services
what are their objectives, have there been any attempts tturing peak times, is not intended to bring about the closure
implement them and, if so, where and is it intended toof other stations. We want to keep those stations open and to
broaden that? be used at other times of the day, and that is the path we are
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:The STA is certainly interest- taking with the development of those rail services. As to the
ed in pursuing the concept of complementary services, anguestion about board decisions, | will hand over to Mr
by that | mean working with the private sector and localBrown.
government in the development of services which will be  Mr Brown: First, | have to comment, as Chairman of the
complementary to the main service which is offered by theauthority, that private business carried out by the board of the
State Transport Authority. Considerable work has alreadyuthority is confidential and, therefore, | find it unusual that
been done in this area. We have been talking with locasuch information is available. However, the question has been
government authorities for some time about the idea oésked, so | will respond.
councils providing feeder services which will link with STA ~ Tenders were called in two parts for the RDAV system:
services, for example. stage 1 for X number of stations; and stage 2 for the remain-
Some councils are more interested in this concept thader, which are the 38 stations to which | think Mr Ingerson
others. We have had a trial program running with the Happys referring. | cannot give you the precise numbers. The
Valley council which has met with some success. It has ruCabinet paper gave approval for calling tenders and was
into a few problems along the way, but some of those thingsubject to further planning studies, which would determine
are being sorted out. We have also had a trial transit taxthe final number of stations that would be subject to the
service which has been run with sections of the Soutlinstallation of equipment to cater for the RDAV (Railcar
Australian taxi industry, providing a feeder service forDrivers’ Advisory TV) system.
commuters leaving the train at Hallett Cove, involving adoor  That planning work has proceeded concurrently with the
to door service to their homes at a subsidised cost. That triatalling of tenders and the analyses of those tenders. The
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information that the Minister released today—the new blue- This system is regarded as state of the art technology,
print or vision for the operation of rail—was the result of thatbeing at least equivalent to the best similar product in the
particular planning work. It became quite clear that theworld. Itis applicable to both large and small public transport
RDAV system would be best installed, in the first instancepperations. The Statis organisation has already been success-
at those stations which have been called today the ‘principaful in negotiating with various other public transport systems
stations. in selling the technologies that have been developed. It has

A recommendation has not yet been put to the Govern@lready been sold in Australia to Darwin, Launceston, Burnie
ment about the future of the RDAV system, so it would beand Hobart in Tasmania, and to a private bus operator in
improper of me to give confidential information at this stageVictoria.
to the Committee. However, | am happy to do so later if that A contract was signed during February this year with the
is a requirement of the Committee. The Government is th&rampian Regional Transport Authority in Aberdeen,
right forum for releasing the details of the recommendatiorScotland, to purchase the Austric Crew and Roster Software
of the State Transport Authority. P_ackage and it is now acting as our agent in the United

Mr INGERSON: We, as a parliamentary committee, Kingdom and we hope that further b.usme.ss will come from
would like that information and request the Minister thatthal: A European agent was appointed in May this year.

when itis available it be sent to the Committee as a matter deUrently, we are introducing the system into a depot in Paris
course. Can you guarantee that no railway station will clos®! €valuation and we are awaiting outcome of trials in
as a result of the restructuring, particularly in line with the Clérmont-Ferrand in central France.

fact that the previous Minister stated in 1991 that 20 stations Ve have submitted a tender to provide the system in Perth
on the northern line may be closed? and negotiations are being held in Belgium, Marseilles,

C o L . France, to two cities in the United Kingdom and one in New

int;—nrlﬁ)lg%?ﬂ?eag)c?\:zmvrfsgf lir??:tlggﬁgf t?ﬁ; gésr\?ig:atsh;a ealand. If we are successful in achieving business in all or

| have outlined todav that that would invo?ve the closure of>°Me of those areas there will be significant revenue coming
y back to the STA through the development of this work. One

those stations. | am not in a position to make promises abo%tas to appreciate that, with the development of any intellec-

whatwill happen 10 or 20 years henc_e,.because | may not tﬁal property of this sort, there has to be an investment in
here. However, | can indicate that it is not a part of the

: ; M research and development and it will be some time before we
package of measures that will be implemented in this phas 2e the pay-off
of the redevelopment of rail services in metropolitan™\, . % oo\ starting to see some of that return coming
Adelaide. | also indicate that further consultation will takeback to the STA and. as | indicated earlier. when some of the
plrz;ce(z) sV:|t2 a%O: &35 agg f(i)rtrz(:::j flﬁvna;g bggéis before th%roducts were demonstrated at the UITP exhibition in Sydney
prop . y P Y ) in May this year, before representatives of 76 countries, we
Mr INGERSON: In 1991-92 STATIS (State Transport received promising inquiries from many nations around the
Authority Information Systems) recorded a substantial 10§,y and we are certainly hoping that the marketing work
of $469 000 for the STA, after generating expenses Ofhat we can do through conferences of this sort will lead to
$647 000 and an income of $178 000. Can the Ministef, ,ch new business and, therefore, revenue for the STA.
explain the function, status and financial performance ofthe \1- INGERSON: | did not hear the Minister advise how
STATIS organisation with the STA over the past year, a”dmany contracts had actually been paid for.

in that explanation advise the Committee, if it is wholly  The Hon. Barbara Wiese:All contracts have been paid
owned, whether the management reports to the board, wh

contracts have been signed, and how many contracts have 'MrINGERSON: Perhaps | misunderstood. | thought all
been paid for? these contracts were out to tender.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: First, | indicate that this The Hon. Barbara Wiese: There are some contracts for
organisation is not a separate body in its own right; it is avhich we have tendered. Contracts have been paid for.
business unit within the State Transport Authority. It reports  MrINGERSON: What are the salaries and conditions of
to the General Manager during the course of its businesamployment for people involved in the Statis group; what
With respect to the cost of this unit, itis inaccurate to suggesgverseas travel, by whom and at what cost has it been
that it has made a loss on its operations, because the labayidertaken since 1991; and what is proposed in the forth-
costs involved in running this business unit are actually a cogoming year in regard to Statis? Does the Minister or the
allocation against the business unit. In other words, the staffyoard approve these expenses and why did Mr Gleeson resign
whose costs are allocated to that unit, would be workingarlier this year?
within the organisation in any case, whether they were doing The Hon. Barbara Wiese:With respect to staffing issues
this work or assigned to other tasks. and travel costs, | will take those questions on notice.

The group of people that is working on commercialising Mr Brown: Mr Gleeson retired because he was 58 and
and marketing software systems has already met with muckaw the green pastures outside. He decided to retire early.
success in the development of this intellectual property. Btatis reports on a day-to-day basis to the General Manager.
talked a little bit about the PETS system and another systeffihe business plan and those types of activities are controlled
developed by the STA is Matrix, a software program. ltsby a subcommittee of the authority chaired by a member of
major benefits are to provide savings in vehicle fleet size, tthe authority. Statis was set up only as a business unit after
optimise operational staff and reduce staffing needs. It usébe STA realised, after developing the software systems for
a ‘what if’ scenario to investigate the feasibility of providing its own use, the potential for sales to other public transport
new or modified services and so is able to provide accuraterganisations throughout the world. It was not the other way
costs of a range of options when they come forward. Thereround, as the question implied. The STA requires these
fore, it provides the STA with the opportunity to be more people to continually develop transportation software systems
customer responsive. to help us become more efficient and cost-effective. That is
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the major undertaking or project for the people comprisinghe more likely it is to be retained. So, we must all do as

the Statis team. When they have time they deal with thesmuch as we can to encourage people in that local area to use

other inquiries to supplement income for the STA. the facility they have available to them. If they do, they can
Mr HAMILTON: As to the trial of closed circuit be assured that the service will be maintained.

television and cameras on trains, can the Minister elaborate Mr HAMILTON: So, in the foreseeable future that line

on this initiative? When was it introduced, what is theis guaranteed?

anticipated cost and is it proposed that these closed circuit The Hon. Barbara Wiese: That is right.

television cameras will be expanded into other forms of i MEIER: Can the Minister detail the state of progress
public transport as well as railway stations and majorfyp, giscussions that have been held between the STA repre-

interchange depots thrgughoult the metropolitan area?  genatives of the public transport union and employees of the
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:A firm of consultants, Connell tram depot on the introduction of driver-only trams?

Wagner, was appointed in 1992 to investigate the feasibility Mr Brown: There was an undertaking given by the

of installing closed circuit television on Adelaide trains, t0 i icter's prédecessor to the unions that one-man-tram
expedite the operation and provide estimates ona number8 eration would not occur with the present set-up of the
options. They reported in July 1992 and, following the report, - s that is the single unit type trams that we have at the
tenders were called for the supply and installation of railca omént. However, if the tram system is expanded to

driver assistance video systems as referred to earlier by ﬁcorporate what we call articulated trams, the whole matter

Brown. The tender analysis is now complete and the contrag ; ;
is expected to be let soon for the installation of the RDAVEaﬁ?eesn for review, and that is an agreement between the

system. Closed circuit television monitors will be installed Mr MEIER: Does the Government have a date or

in all railcars, except the old Red Hens, and cameras will b : metable when driver-only trams mav be introduced? A
placed on platforms at selected stations, including Adelaide, y S May De ntroducec s As a

The authority has included a sum of $2.3 million in its capitalfherson Wirlo(;Jses Lhe irarr(;s occa5|tonally,bl often Wct)rrllderdwhatt
works budget for this financial year for the installation of € sot-cahe lfonh l:ﬁ or oesl OQ rartr)sk ?Cilﬁse d ey to_no
these closed circuit televisions in trains and the estimated cosf o1 O Chéck whether people have Lickets, they do not give

for the project is about $4.2 million, with completion of StageoUt t'CIf(etS' | have no;uced OCC?‘S'gn?]”V there hag al(?r?st been
1 expected in early 1995, room for someone to come in to have a word with some

Mr HAMILTON: | refer to the completion of manufac- people to perhaps tone down their behaviour a bit, but they

turing of buses at the Press Metal Corporation at Royal Parlgﬁvncr)_t ?ﬁeg‘ ﬁg dor thr?tt?:lth?rr' Ié:annot work out why the
How many buses have been built at this particular establishq er-only trams are not in aiready.

ment in the last 12 months? How many are to be built in the | 1he Hon. Barbara Wiese:It seems that the member is
next financial year, and what is the value to South Australiaddentifying an area where there may be deficiencies to be
and indeed to Australia, in terms of the manufacturing of@ken up by the STA. At this stage, no timetable or date has
these buses in the Albert Park electorate? How many priva€€n set for the introduction of driver-only trams. ,
buses are also built at this particular establishment, and Mr Brown: Could the member of the Committee advise

indeed the number of workers engaged at that plant? me personally when he comes across the particular discrepan-
The Hon. Barbara Wiese: | will have to take most of Ci€s in the service he has described? | would appreciate that
those questions on notice. The only information | can provide/ery much because it is totally against the philosophy and the
at this stage is that local content for the contract to build oufustomer focus that the authority has launched itself into over
buses is approximately half the cost of each bus, but of courdge recent years, so please feed me that information directly
local content means Australian made as opposed to Royand | will certainly take action.
Park made. | am not sure how much of the work is actually Mr MEIER: Thank you. | note that an objective for
being done at Royal Park, but | will certainly make inquiries1993-94 is to restructure the Transit Squad and to further
and provide answers to the questions the honourable membgiprove its efficiency and cost effectiveness. Does this mean
has asked. that the Minister has resolved that the STA continue to share
Mr HAMILTON:  Will the Government guarantee the responsibility for the operation of the Transit Squad with the
future of the Grange railway line for the next four years? Ipolice or does the Minister, after some nine months of
know the Minister, and indeed Mr Brown, may laugh, but I discussion, still plan to transfer full responsibility for the
can assure the Minister that if there is any attempt to clos&ransit Squad to the police?
that line or indeed reduce the number of services, she willnot The Hon. Barbara Wiese:An in-principle agreement has
only incur the wrath of the member for Henley Beach but alsdeen reached between the South Australian police and the
the wrath of the member for Albert Park and | suspect othersSTA for the transit police to be under the control of the
The closure of that service is rumoured every year MinisterCommissioner of Police. There is a proposed start-up date for
and that is the reason | raise it—it is like the member forthat to be formalised, but | should indicate that that is subject
Albert Park; it keeps bobbing up. Seriously, people ardo the satisfactory negotiation of a memorandum of under-
concerned and | want to place that concern on the record arstianding between the two parties. This memorandum of
seek your response. understanding will, in effect, be formalising what has been
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:lt is a bit of a perennial, as is the practice for about the last 12 months. During that time the
the rumoured closure of the Outer Harbor line which seempolice inspector in charge of the Transit Squad has been
to come up regularly as well. There is no plan to close theesponsible entirely for the policing decisions that are made
Grange line in the foreseeable future. | am not able to projeatith respect to the work of the Transit Squad. So, we will be
forever, but the fact that the recent reorganisation of servicdermalising a practice that has been in place now for about a
in parts of the western suburbs was designed to better utiligeear, and the final details on negotiating that memorandum
the Grange line is an indication that the STA wants toof understanding are taking place at the moment. | hope they
encourage better use of that line, and the better the patronagél be completed very soon.
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Mr MEIER: Can |take it that, therefore, greater efficien-  The Hon. Barbara Wiese: We will be advertising for
cies and greater cost savings are envisaged from youegistrations of interest for representation on those regional
continuing look at the Transit Squad operations? forums, so | will provide information for the honourable

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| am not sure that we would member as to when the advertisements will appear and what
be talking about greater savings in this area: we are talkinthe process will be.
about a managerial arrangement largely. We may be talking The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |
about a transfer of cost from the STA's budget to the policaleclare the examination of the vote completed.
budget, but the cost overall is not likely to change significant-
ly unless there is a significant change in the way the Transit
Squad is deployed. | do not expect that to be the case. The
intention is that the Transit Squad will comprise a dedicated

group of officers who work on the public transport system, Marine and Harbors, $8 100 000.
so it will be operating in the way that it has essentially been
operating for the last 12 months. Departmental Advisers:

Mrs HUTCHISON: With regard to the 1 per cent  MrH. Bachmann, Chief Executive Officer.
challenge, the Aboriginal employment within the department, vy M. Harrison, Acting Manager, Corporate Accounting
has the department met that challenge? If the Minister doeseryices.
not have the details | am happy for this to be taken on notice. \ir A  Herath. Director Corporate Services.

I would Ili(ke to kﬂow in whict? areasltge AI(:j)originaI edmpioy- Mr | Pascoe' Director, Port of Adelaide

ees work; are there any Aboriginal bus drivers; and, if not, ' : : - :

could consideration be given to having some trained in those Capt. B. Buchangn, D|rector_, Regional Ports.
positions? It would probably do a lot to assist in certain areas Capt. J. Page, Director, Marine Safety.
of offending, and so on.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: Some of those questions we
will need to take on notice, as we do not have the specifi
employment details, but Mr Brown would like to provide
some information about a program that is currently unde
way.

The CHAIRMAN: | will ask the Minister if she would
gke to make an opening statement.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:l am pleased to comment on
fhe annual progress of a success story that commenced in
1989-90 and which, by the completion of 1992-93, was
showing significant positive budget impact through produc-

Mr Brown: We do have a program set up with the 2" : X . . .
agreement of Mr Nayder to engage and train Aboriginaf'vIty gains and Improvements in customer service. Notwith-
anding the poor quality grain season last year and the

people on per way maintenance and construction work. Th X . I
rglatively depressed economy, non-containerised trade

is proceeding with much success at the moment. We do hav .
At?original pgeople driving buses, and we will obtain themcreased through South Australian ports by around 500 000

figures for the honourable member. tonnesa 3 per cent i_ncreas_e. Qontainertrao!e iljcre_ased by 26
Mr HAMILTON: | note that the Minister and the STA Per centlast year with the likelihood of continuing improved
are consulting with consumer groups. The complaints on§@de growth through Outer Harbor, Port Adelaide.
frequently hears are about access to timetables for STA !N relation to finances, since 1989-90 the department
services and identification of the destination of buses anfinProved its overall financial position by $9.5 million. On a
trains. Is that matter being addressed in those forums? turnover of around $55 m||||0n_, thisis a substan_tlal improve-
The Hon. Barbara Wiese: We established a consumer Ment. In 1992-93, commercial performance improved by
forum earlier this year for the STA to concentrate initially on $3-7 million on 1991-92, before abnormal and extraordinary
the needs of disabled and elderly people. Users and represdigms- Significant financial performance improvements were
tatives of organisations are represented on that forum, whicSC made in the non-commercial and semi-commercial areas,
has met and has been quite successful thus far. It is nof@rticularly with regard to thesland SeawayOccupational
intended to expand the scope of the consumer forum tpealth and safety risk preventive and rehapllltatlpn initiatives
establish groups in regional locations to concentrate specifi'® @lso paying off, with significant reductions in lost time,
cally on the needs of particular locations in the metropolitarMiury and workers compensation payments in 1992-93.
area, which will help to highlight some of the issues that the  Of major importance to continuing performance improve-
member for Albert Park raises about local concerns that ne¢@ient is the renegotiated financial charter for the department.
to be taken up by the STA. That will be possible throughln recognition of high debt levels in comparison with
these localised consumer groups to be established progrdgterstate competitors, a significant level of debt was retired
sively. to bring the department’s cost structure and consequential
In addition, there are some 650 locations where licenseg€rvice pricing more into line with that of its competitors.
ticket vendors have timetables on display, which means that For 1993-94, as in 1992-93, the Government is separately
the provision of timetable information is currently more funding the net cost of semi-commercial and non-commercial
extensive than it has ever been throughout the metropolitagervices, which enables the department to demonstrate to its
area. Bulk supplies of tickets and timetables are provided tgommercial customers that our objectives are to foster the
post offices and other locations. We are addressing th&tevelopment of increased trade through South Australian
problem and, hopefully, with the help of these regionalPorts by providing competitively priced commercial services.
forums and any other feedback that we can get from people MrINGERSON: Will the Minister confirm that when the
such as you (and community organisations), we will be ablelepartment, with the approval of Cabinet, resumed the lease
to improve the distribution of that information even further. of the container terminal from Conaust, the net cost to
Mr HAMILTON: If members of the public wish to taxpayers was $3.6 million?
become involved in those community forums, whom should The Hon. Barbara Wiese:l can confirm that that was the
they contact within the STA? net expenditure with respect to the resumption of the lease.
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Mr INGERSON: As a supplementary, in addition to this her department, | think she understands the light-hearted part
sum, is it correct that the department agreed to take over longf my question and the very serious latter part.
service leave liabilities amounting to $385 000 and annual The Hon. Barbara Wiese: | do take this matter very
leave liabilities of $296 000 as a result of its decision toseriously. The member for Albert Park has been very diligent
install new operators at the container terminal? in representing the interests of his constituents on this matter.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: Yes, that is correct; and that Since | became Minister of Transport Development | have
is in accordance with long-standing commercial practicénad numerous contacts from the local member passing on the
when a situation like this occurs. views and concerns of people whose houses surround the

Mr INGERSON: In essence, the purchase cost to thatVest Lakes area with respect to the repair works that are
extent was $4.281 million. In addition to the long-servicerequired to the West Lakes revetment.
leave and annual leave entitlements taken over by the This matter goes back a very long way, and | will not
department when the lease was resumed, did the departmeatrace all the history of it. Suffice to say, the revetment work
take over any other employee entitlements, such as superaaround the lake that was undertaken when the West Lakes
nuation, and, if so, what is the current value of those payproject was first established has not lasted as long as it was

ments? designed to take, and the Government now has the responsi-
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:No superannuation was taken bility of trying to resolve these issues. Some preliminary
over when the lease was resumed. work was undertaken in 1991 at Nareeda Way at West Lakes

Mr INGERSON: As a supplementary, how much was where some of the most urgent work was necessary. Since
paid directly to Conaust and/or its parent company, P&O, irthat time there have been some minimal repairs in other parts
compensation for the Government’s decision compulsorilyof the lake area.
to resume its lease at the terminal? Meanwhile, the department established a major study to

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:As | have indicated previously identify the options for repair and the respective costs so that
when this question has been asked of me, when the resumiie Government would be in a position to make some
tion of the lease took place there was an agreement betwegrdgments about it. A number of reports have emerged as a
the parties, at the request of Conaust, that the amoumgsult. This year | have been able to provide in the budget
involved should remain confidential. That was a clause in th§545 000 which will now be put towards completing about
agreement that was signed at the time. In view of that, | anhalf of the most urgent work required at West Lakes. It is
not at liberty to disclose the amount of the compensatioestimated that the most urgent work required amounts to
payment. about $1 million. In a two-year program we hope to achieve

Mr INGERSON: As a supplementary, | have been aresolution of that issue.
advised today that the Government sought the confidentiality The first stage of the work will be to replace 300 metres
clause, not P&0O or Conaust. It seems that perhaps thef stepped revetment at Beeston Way, which is identified as
Government is covering up the cost, not the two privatehe most urgent area; repairs to 50 metres of vertical wall
sector organisations concerned. revetment; and modifications to the inlet gate machinery.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: | understand that Conaust Following that, in the next financial year, the work will
asked for the confidentiality clause and that the negotiatorsontinue in Beeston Way, and 40 metres will be replaced in
on behalf of the Government agreed to it. Therefore, it wadMcDonald Grove as part of next year’s budget program.
inserted as a clause in the agreement. If we can continue to find the funding to put towards these

Mr INGERSON: What was the direct cost of the projects within perhaps three years we should be pretty much
department’s involvement in the decision to resume the leasen top of the first priority work which has been identified.
what were the indirect costs, including costs associated witkve will then be in a position to monitor the rate of deteriora-
interstate and overseas trips; and what was the gross costtton in other parts of that 8-kilometre section that is the
taxpayers of the Government’s decision to resume the leaseibject of study. This amount has been made available in this
at the container terminal from Conaust? budget, and | am sure that the honourable member will be

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:l shall be happy to provide as diligent in informing his constituents that that work is about
much information as possible under the agreement that was commence.
signed between Conaust and the Government. | am sure that Some off-site work is taking place almost immediately and
the information relating to the cost of overseas trips andhe work on site will commence after the summer season is
matters of that sort will be available, but | believe that somepver, because the level of water in the lake will have to be
of the information that has been requested will not be able teeduced a little, and we do not want to interrupt summer
be provided, because it is subject to the agreement to whicports; so we will commence the work on site once that
I have referred. However, | will provide what | can. summer season is finished.

Mr HAMILTON: In 1991 the Government undertook ~ Mr HAMILTON: The Minister touched briefly on the
major repairs to a portion of the stepped revetments on thialet and outlet gates on the southern and northern ends
West Lakes banks—the Minister laughs, and | understancespectively. What are the conditions of those inlet and outlet
why—specifically in the area of Nareeda Way. What are th@ates; what moneys, if any, will be spent on upgrading the
Government’s intentions with respect to other sections of theondition of those gates; and what is condition of the inlet
revetments which are showing signs of distress, in particulapipe from the sea through the sand dunes into the lake? Is it
in the area of Beeston Way? blocked up and is insufficient water coming through, as

Only yesterday my secretary faxed to the Minister’s officealleged by some people? That statement is made by some
a letter from a constituent who alleged that he had beepeople, but | understand it is not the case. | want to get that
injured as a result of a fall on that revetment work. Thereforepn the record. What is the quality of the water in the West
the matter is of considerable interest and concern to me antakes area, and how is it monitored?

I suggest, to the Minister. Whilst | understand the Minister's  The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| will have to provide answers
levity in the first place because of my harassment of her antb some of those questions later. | remember reading



110 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B 16 September 1993

something very recently about the pipe outlet to which thevants to be sure that action will not be taken that will
honourable member referred and the suggestions that haj@pardise the quality of water at West Lakes. So, along with
been made locally that it is somehow blocked. My under-other residents in that area who have made similar submis-
standing from the information | have read recently is that thasions, as | understand it, as part of the planning process, we
is not so: it is operating appropriately. As to the water qualityshould be advised of the effects of this proposed development
issues, | understand that, in the past, water quality sampld®fore any decisions are taken by the Planning Commission.
have been taken from specific locations at regular intervals Mr HAMILTON: By way of supplementary information
by the Engineering and Water Supply Department andf the Minister is not already aware of it: the West Lakes
analysed by that department’s laboratories. The results haveaterway development won a world-wide prize in France as
then been made available for use by the Department db its very nature and, as the Minister would be well aware,
Marine and Harbors. millions of dollars, if not close to $1 billion, has probably
Generally, the waters of the lake are satisfactory fobeen invested by my constituents and other people in and
primary contact water sports, except for periods followingaround that waterway. It is of major concern to people not
stormwater inflow. As predicted by the original West Lakesonly in the Royal Park and Hendon areas but also to the
Pollution Committee, there are occasions following heavyesidents of West Lakes and Semaphore Park, as well as to
stormwater intake when the quality of water deteriorates ithose who use that waterway for recreation and sporting
the vicinity of the drain outlets for short periods of up to threepursuits, including national and international events. The
days. | understand that Woodville council has erected suitabllinister would understand that, but | want to place on record
warning signs at various locations around the lake to warmy major concerns and fears. | believe they are real fears
people of this and, in addition to that, Cabinet has approvedbout the pollutants that could find their way into the
the engaging of a contractor to develop a mathematicakaterway if this proposal went ahead.
model, under the joint management of the Department of The Hon. Barbara Wiese:l understand the concerns that
Marine and Harbors and the Engineering and Water Suppligave been expressed. | should indicate as well that, from a
Department, to work on management of water quality issuessovernment perspective (and | am sure that the honourable
Mr Hamilton interjecting: member, as the local member, would agree), we want to
The Hon. Barbara Wiese: Yes, it is. | understand that encourage recycling plants around the metropolitan area as
recently that study has been, or is in the process of beingyell, but we certainly do not want to do that at the expense
expanded to include the other parts of the Port River itselbf the local environment. So, these facilities must be able to
and will include interests that the multifunction polis projectwork properly and comfortably alongside the communities
has in water quality issues in the area as well. | am not ablthat host them, and local communities must be assured that
to answer the honourable member’s questions about the inleb environmental danger is being brought about by the
gates, but | will seek some information about that. location of such facilities in metropolitan suburbs. The
Mr HAMILTON: | want to put on record that there is a concerns being raised are very reasonable and | am sure will
proposed development for a recycling plant at the intersectiobe properly addressed as part of the planning process.
of Old Port Road and Tapleys Hill Road at Seaton. The The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: Is South Australia the only
Tonkin consultant report shows that water from that plant willState that still retains the Department of Marine and Harbors
go into a drain that runs down the middle of the Old Portas such, where the operations of the ports are held within a
Road and into the West Lakes waterway. | have indicated idepartmental structure rather than a statutory authority, and
the House my strong opposition to such a proposal, given thas it the intention, in view of the move in other States,
one cannot be sure as to what soluble pollutants will filteultimately to convert the department into a statutory
into the West Lakes waterway. | understand that the Deparguthority?
ment of Marine and Harbors has already sought additional The Hon. Barbara Wiese:My understanding is that the
information from the proponents and has made (I furtheSouth Australian Department of Marine and Harbors is now
understand) a submission to the Planning Commission. Wh#tte only departmental structure administering ports in
is the likely timetabling, and when is a response anticipatedustralian States. The honourable member may be aware of
in relation to the questions that have been posed by the recesut Industry Commission report which was brought down
submission by the Department of Marine and Harbors irsometime ago and which indicated that it would be desirable
relation to this matter of that polluted water that may find itsfor port authorities to be structured on commercial lines and
way into the West Lakes waterway? to be statutory authorities or separate from the normal
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:l am not in a position to give  Government process.
an answer to that. It is a matter for the Planning Commission In view of the recommendations of that Industry Commis-
to determine how and when it will respond to the Departmension, and because the Government also wants the ports in
of Marine and Harbors’ submission, but | can confirm that theSouth Australia to be operated in the most commercially
department has raised questions concerning the possikd@propriate way, we had already embarked upon a process of
impact on the West Lakes waterway, following the provisionachieving some of the goals that are amongst the principles
of information that has raised the sort of concerns that havieaid down by the Industry Commission and in other
been expressed in the community. Commonwealth reports relating to Government business
In making a submission seeking information about thesenterprises. That process began in 1990.
issues, the department has indicated that it is making this There has been a gradual shift in the way that the Depart-
request from a relative position of ignorance on mattersnent of Marine and Harbors does business. Many of the
relating to environmental issues. Nevertheless, it wants to benprovements that have taken place in the commercial
assured that the concerns that have been raised locally agaterprise of the ports in South Australia have been brought
being addressed properly as part of the planning procesgout by the sort of measures that | have referred to. To add
because, obviously, as the organisation that has responsibility that, in April of this year, | took to Cabinet a submission
for managing the water quality in West Lakes, the departmenwhich was endorsed by it and which agrees in principle that
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the Department of Marine and Harbors should be properlysovernment so that, when the final decision is made about
constituted as a commercial entity with a clear statement ofthat is the appropriate institutional framework, the depart-
its role, functions and requirements and the requirements ahent will be very well placed to fit within that structure and
Government; that it be an organisation with an appropriateontinue operating in a commercially oriented way.
financial charter to enable DMH to operate on a commercial- The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: There is a view held that
ly viable basis; that it be given sufficient flexibility and because of the very specialised nature of ports and port
opportunities to develop a commercially oriented work forcemanagement, if the department is to be part of a super
and that a proposal should be developed for appropriatgepartment, it must be competitive with the other ports in
institutional and financial arrangements to implement aaustralia. We are probably the farthest port away from any
structure based on the sort of principles | have just outlinedmarkets, as far as the Australian ports are concerned. When
Since that time work has been undertaken to achieve sonihe looks at Fremantle, Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane,
of those objectives. Prior to the commencement of thigne sees that we have that extra distance to travel, no matter
financial year, agreement was reached with Treasury on thghich way you look at it, and therefore we have to be even
implementation of a new financial charter, which has relievegnore competitive than those that have already changed to a
the department of a significant amount of debt that it wasiingle operation with just one objective in mind: to be
previously carrying. There is an arrangement whereby it wilcompetitive, not only on the Australian scene but on the
pay an appropriate level of the equivalent of company tax angiorld scene. How is the port of Adelaide in particular
adividend to Government, so that it is increasingly workingcompeting on a unit cost basis with, say, the ports of
on proper commercial lines. Melbourne, Sydney and Fremantle?

As to the appropriate institutional structure, thatis stilla  The Hon. Barbara Wiese:1 would like to make one more
matter of discussion and, with the formation ofaDepartmenbomt about the institutional framework question for the

of Transport, that will be one of the issues that will be pepartment of Marine and Harbors. Where a super Depart-
considered within that department’s framework. No decisiongnan of Transport has been created in Queensland, it includes
have yet been made as to whether the department Sho"g%rt functions and it has been achieved by having the port

become a statutory authority or otherwise, but certainly thergperations of the organisation created as a statutory authority
is nothing within the framework that has been outlined thatithin the broad department framework and the port oper-

would prevent such a structure for the department, if theyjong themselves are constituted as a statutory authority with
Government believed that that was the appropriate way 10 9@y| of the flexibility that that provides to a commercial

But the general principles of having an organisation that rungperation, and the planning functions of port operations form
on commercial lines is one which the Government endors.e§art of the work of the Department of Transport.

and which we will be pursuing.
The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: | am well aware of the
Industry Commission report. It would appear that the

Minister is agreeing with the objectives and the intent of theAUStra"a’ itis possible to have a statutory authority working

department's becoming an authority but for some reaso\g'thm the broader framework of a super department, if that

. Is the sort of structure that you want to have. | understand it
seems to be prepared to go only to a halfway house, whic . ; . !
is neither coPan%ter ong nor )t/he other. Ityis giving the‘."’orkS effectively in Queensland and it may work effectively
department more autonomy and flexibility than most othel” other places. South Australia is still looking at those issues
departments but by the same token not giving it the rea"fmOI decisions wil b'e. made in the near future.. .
flexibility and autonomy of an authority, and | wonder why. S to the competitive performance of Adelaide with other
As part of the Premier’s recent public sector reformPOrts, it needs to t_)e' noted_ln comparing costs between ports
statement. he stated: that itis a rather difficult thing to do and caution needs to be
’ . . . shown in making such comparisons between ports. Signifi-
A Department of Transport is to be created involving the diff ist in th inciol derlvi h
amalgamation of the State Transport Authority, the Department of@nt differences exist in the principles underlying charges
Road Transport and the Department of Marine and Harbors. ~ adopted by one State and another; the structure of charges

It seems to be arriving at a point where it is not one or th/2€s; who levies the charges varies and who pays the
other. charges varies from State to State.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: If you listened to the latter The actual charges, even for the same vessel, cannot be
part of the remarks | made in response to your previou§ompared easily because of the influence of a varied range
question you would have heard me say that a final decisiofif factors, including cargo volumes, both loaded and
about the structure that is most appropriate for this organiglischarged; weather and sea conditions; pre-arrangement of
ation has not yet been made, but that the framework of gervices; unforeseen delays, for example, industrial disputes,
Department of Transport does not necessarily mean thatand so forth. The department has made an attempt to compare
statutory authority is precluded. port costs on a theoretical basis using three actual vessels

It would be possible, within the framework we are talking €ach servicing a different trade route to get some sort of idea
about, for the Department of Marine and Harbors to becomabout comparative costs, assuming identical port and service
a statutory authority, if that is what the Government believegonditions apply.
is appropriate. That is something which is still under review  The sorts of figures that have come out of that study must
and decisions will be made on that during the course of thbe treated with some caution. Stevedoring charges have not
next few months as part of that broader review | referred tdeen included in the study because of the negotiable character
earlier in the day about what is an appropriate structure foand confidentiality of those charges, but it would appear that
the department as a whole. the Port of Adelaide charges could be a little higher than

In the meantime, as | indicated, all the appropriate stepsome of its competitors in that area, although there is now
are being taken to move this organisation in the direction opressure on interstate terminals to increase their rates as
being a fully-fledged commercially operating enterprise ofpresent rates are less than cost.

Although there have been no decisions taken by the
Government about what the appropriate structure is for South
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In general, there are two groups of charges that apply in  The arrangement in Queensland has been in operation now
Australian ports. Charges of the first group, includingfor a few years, so there is some experience to draw on there,
pilotage, towage, charges for navigation aids and berthnd we will certainly be drawing on it in determining what
occupancy, moorings and garbage removal, etc. are debitéglan appropriate structure for South Australia. Some of the
to ships’ interests. The second group consists of charges foegulatory role that was previously performed by the port
cargo-related services, for example, cargo service chargesauthority became a responsibility of the Department of
wharfage and other connected charges, and charges in tiaansport. You can see the logic in taking away some of that
group are debited to cargo interests and importers aneksponsibility from an organisation which is trying to set
exporters. itself up as a purely commercial enterprise.

The result of all port charges levied as at September 1993 The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: Regulatory control would
has been put together_ A Comparison of Adelaide W|t|ffilway3 be in the hands of Parliament and the Government in
Melbourne, Sydney Harbor, Botany Bay, Brisbane andny Case. . o .
Fremantle shows that for charges debited to container ships The Hon. Barbara Wiese: Certainly it would be in the
the Port of Adelaide is one of the cheapest in Australia. Fopands of Parliament and the Government, but a decision has
charges debited to cargo, Adelaide is in most cases moie be made about the administration of that regulation and
expensive than any other Australian port. In both ship andvhich body is most appropriately placed to deliver the
cargo charges—if they are combined—then Port of Adelaidéesponsibility. It could be argued that, if you have an
prices are in the middle of the range of interstate competitor&nterprise which is established to operate commercially, it

These charges to cargo largely reflect the differences iﬁhOUId. not be ground down with the respor!5|plllty of
charging methods rather than a lack of efficient pricing. Souttiégulation. In fact, there may well be some conflict in some
Australian shippers remain concerned about the relativel f thos_e responsibilities depending on the nature of the
high levels of charges applied to cargo moving through th&"terPrise, so they are among the sorts of issues that have to
Port of Adelaide but there have been significant change&,ﬁutgt%ligkf‘(t)rtm‘;‘#lgj?u'rg determining what is an appropriate
during the past 12 months as to our port pricing policies an o .
many of the charges for which we are responsible have come Mr HOLLOWAY: The members opposite had a lot to

down significantly. We hope we will be able to improve the S&Y_€arlier about the previous operator of the container
pricing situation even further as we bring about greate?erm'nal' Rather than dwelling on the past as they usually do,
efficiencies what has the new operator, Sealand, achieved since January

" SO ; X .
Mr Bachmann: The area of difference in charges seem 19937 What are the indications in relation to what will be

. X ! = achieved in the future with the new operator?
to be in the container terminal rate and, as the Minister said, 1o Hon. Barbara Wiese: Sealand began its operations
the rate in Adelaide is about $5.O per container more than 'th Adelaide on 5 January this year, so it is a fairly short time
the Eastern States. The container terminal operator here d§, -« it commenced operations 'During the period of its
aware of that and their intelligence suggests that _term'n?’jperation calls from 73 vessels have been received at the
operators in Sydney and Melbourne will be increasing theifg ming| exchanging some 27 725 containers. During the first
rate in the not too distant future to about what the curren

Adelaid tainer terminal rat tainer i Th ix months of its operation the company has spent its time
elaide container terminal raté per container IS now. 1Ngeanaqotiating existing terminal contracts with shipping lines,

balance will be back in favour of being fairly equal as to theye\jewing the cost structure of the terminal operation and

container terminal lifting rates. As the Minister said the r.ESIrevieWing the operation of the terminal and the suitability of
of the charges that the department puts on are relatively, . jinal equipment. It would have to be admitted that

average in Australia but we do have a problem with thésg 130 has probably not yet directly contributed to generat-
towage charge which is another private enterprise chargg, new business for the terminal but, as | say, it has only

because the throughput in the number of ships makes the pgEe there for a few months, and it has had a number of
ship charge higher in South Australia, particularly at the Porjgg a5 to resolve during that time.

of Adelaide, because of the high capital costs of running tugs.

X has also instigated changes in labour arrangements within the

The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: | appreciate the problems that terminal which it believes will ultimately lower the total
the Port of Adelaide haS, because of its pOSitiOﬂ in the tOtahbour costs for its operation. In August it emp]oyed 10
Australian context. The only thing an exporter is interestedstevedore trainees, including two female trainees who are the
inis the bottom line. If an exporter can export for a few centsirst women to work on South Australian wharves, | under-
cheaper by railing through to Melbourne and exporting thaktand. These 10 new employees are the first new employees
way, that is what will happen, especially when in most of thepn the wharf since the 1960s. So, | think that already, in that
primary industries with which we are involved a few centsrespect, they have made quite a significant impact by their
can often make the difference between a profit and loss. Hogresence in South Australia. The training program under
long has the hybrid operation in Queensland been operatinghich these people have been employed is quite an innova-
under a part departmental and part statutory authority systerige one, and we certainly hope that the lower labour and
How long has it been going and has it been going longperating costs that Sealand talks about will enhance the
enough to be proved effective? competitiveness of Adelaide’s container terminal.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:The Department of Transport In the next six months the company will be accelerating
in Queensland was created when the Labor Government cariie work with the Department of Marine and Harbors in a
into power, so it would be about three years since it wasiumber of joint marketing initiatives to continue the growth
established. The Port of Brisbane had been a statutoyf business through the terminal. A detailed joint business
authority for some time before that. development plan has been drafted and will be the basis of
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marketing activities that will be undertaken to improve The Hon. Barbara Wiese:Performance during the past
business through the port. | am very pleased to say also thdinancial year improved significantly over the previous
in August of this year, the company signed a memorandurfinancial year, exceeding the targets that were set in most
of intent to enter into a long-term agreement to continue thareas. Expenditure was down by 35 per cent; new claims per
operation of the Adelaide container terminal. You might100 employees were down by 37 per cent; days lost from new
recall that when it first took over operations it was on a two-claims were down by 66 per cent; total days lost per 100
year basis to be reviewed. After this period of time, inemployees were down by 25 per cent; and work injuries per
understanding the market and being involved in running th&00 employees were reduced by 36 per cent. So, there has
container terminal, it believes that it would like to have abeen a very significant improvement in the performance of
long-term involvement in this State, so the signing of thisthe department. The top five causes of injury recorded during
memorandum of intent is indeed very good news for Soutlthe past year were: body stressing, that is, strain injury, which
Australia, and it is very good for us to have such a wellrepresented about 35 per cent of the total cost; contact with
respected international player involved in the containechemicals and other substances, which represented 25 per
terminal operations in South Australia. We are certainlycent; and falls, hitting objects with part of the body, exposure
hoping that the predictions that we have made for businegs sound and pressure making up the remainder.

growth through the port of Adelaide will be achieved as a The results of exposure to mentally stressing situations
result of the joint work that we can do with that company. ranked tenth out of 11 categories, at a cost of $3 800, which
Mr HOLLOWAY: Speaking about the increase in traderepresented a 95 per cent reduction on last year, which is very
and so on through the port, I note that on page 412 ogncouraging. Targets have been set for the current financial
financial paper number 1 reference is made to a record levgkar as a consequence of a number of preventive programs
rise of 26 per cent in container trade over the previous yeathat have been put in place. These included a general strain
What are the reasons for this increase, and what are thejury control program, as well as a separate risk assessment
projections for the future? What is happening to other areastudy of mooring operations, leading to the development of
of trade? new procedures and various other matters. The department’s
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:The increase in trade through voluntary health and fitness program continued to improve,
the port resulted from improved services and levels of tradand there are members sitting here at the table who are part
through Adelaide with three major regions: first, with Japan-of the Corporate Cup team, and various other parts of the
Korea where we now have an increase in services during theluntary health program, who are doing a sterling job in
year from two calls per month to three calls per monthjraising the stocks of the organisation.
secondly, with South-East Asia with the introduction of anew  a|| this activity is contributing to early intervention

fortnightly shipping service; and, thirdly, with New Zealand mechanisms that have assisted in achieving the minimal stress

with the establishment of three- monthly services. The totat|aims to which | referred. So, it is a real success story this
container movements through the container terminal for thgegy,

1992-93 year were 54 000-odd 20-foot equivalents. This was MrMEIER: The Premier in his economic statement last

26 per cent more than last year, as you have indicated, and Vl‘f%bruary announced that the Government had agreed in

had something like a 57 per cent increase in the number rinciple to sell all grain bulk loading facilities as a package,
vessels calling at the container terminal during the sam

financial period. Export trade rose by 29 per cent over th ith the final decision on actual sale being subject to further

h - . tailed work by DMH on the net financial and economic
previous year, whereas inputs of loaded containers rose by 23, i ations. As members would be aware, South Australia
per cent. So, there has be'?” quite a significant improveme mains the only State in Australia whose port authority owns
in performance. The container trades, however, are amongs

: " : d operates the final loading or conveyor links between the
the most volatile and competitive of any port trade in SO“”Ehip zfnd the grain storage gnd handli):lg facilities. Who is

Australia, and will continue to be the subject of market. . +(ing the assessment to determine the financial and
pressures as shipping lines, in particular, seek to improv

their orofitabilitv. So. we must continue to work very hard to &conomic implications of the sale of these facilities and what
IF pre 1ty. S0, yhar grogress has been made in that regard?

maintain the improvements that we have already achieved. o

However, we believe that there are still many opportunities "€ Hon. Barbara Wiese:The process was commenced

that exist for South Australia to improve its position, and outVithin the Department of Marine and Harbors. An initial

objective of growing container throughput in the joint financial analysis has been undertaken in-house. The results

business marketing program that | referred to earlier wil®f that financial analysis are now being considered by
achieve growth to 65 000 to 70 000 containers per annurﬁ}reasury and, depending on the outcome of the discussions
from this financial year through to the next, and we believdnat take place, we will make a decision as to whether we can
that we can achieve that by capturing further South Australialr'?roc_:‘_e‘ad to sell the bulk Ioa_dlng plants or Wheth_er we negd
cargoes which are currently being shipped through 0the§1dd|t|ona_l support from outside consultants, say, in determln-
Australian ports, particularly Melbourne, and also by!ndWhatis the next step. | would have to say that we are still
developing cargoes originating from or destined for interstat§®Me distance from being in a position to make a decision

through Adelaide by targeting specific business sectors. 2Pout whether or not it is in the departments and the
Government’s interests to sell the bulk loading plants.

[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.] Nevertheless, considerable work has been done and is
proceeding.

Mr HOLLOWAY: My last question relates to page 193  Mr MEIER: Supplementary to that, | am surprised to
under ‘Support services’. On that page reference is made teear the Minister say that she is still considering whether the
the fact that the Department of Marine and Harbors wasale of the bulk loading facilities is in the best interests of the
showing a continuing improvement in lost time from work Department of Marine and Harbors, since the Premier
related injuries. Where have those improvements been madafinounced that the Government had agreed in principle to
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sell all grain in bulk. If the Government should reverse itsHarbors and what is the longer term position with regard to
decision it would be an about face. the department in this matter?

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The decision was an in The Hon. Barbara Wiese: Since the department began
principle decision, but it was clearly stated that it would onlya major restructuring of its operations in 1990 and became the
proceed if it was in the interests of the department and thérst of the Government agencies to make use of voluntary
State for this to occur. That was a part of the decision thaseparation packages, the total work force has been reduced
was made by Cabinet, and it was recognised at the time thay 38 per cent over the past three years. A total of 23
a complete financial analysis would need to be undertaken fgositions was also declared surplus in May this year—nine
determine whether this was to our advantage. That s in trainyeekly paid and 14 GME Act positions—and a further 16
and we will see the results of that. In the meantime, we havpositions were declared surplus in early September, bringing
had expressions of interest from at least three parties whibe total to 39. So far two employees have accepted TSPs and
may be interested in discussing this proposition, although ahey departed before the end of the last financial year. Eleven
this stage the detail involved in those expressions of interestave accepted TSPs and departed between 1 July and 31
is very superficial, as you would expect, because they do ndtugust, bringing total acceptances to 13. As at 31 August,
know, until we have conducted our financial analysis, exactljive TSPs were in progress with two expected departures in
what is involved. September. Another three are awaiting finalisation of workers

Mr MEIER: What is the department’s assessment of th&ompensation claims before offers can be made. In addition,
value of all the grain loading facilities, or is that still in the there will be a further round of offers to a border group of the
assessment stage? And in reference to the statement in therk force with a further 16 positions to be declared surplus.
commentary section of the regional port services, what is thEurther letters inviting expressions of interest are expected
extent of the ‘significant impact’ that the sale of the bulkto be sent out in mid-September. The average TSP cost for
handling plants would have on the expenditure of regionathe 13 who have departed to date is $34 212.
ports? Mrs HUTCHISON: My second question relates to the

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:To take up the first question, audited financial statement for the department which
I am not in a position at this stage to indicate what costingéndicated an improved commercial operating profit of about
are involved in this process because, as | said, we are st#500 000 on last year. Realising the significant restructuring
working on those. As far as the regional impact of any sal¢hat the department has undergone over the past few years,
is concerned, that too is being quantified as part of this study better result might have been expected. What is the position
But the major issue at stake regionally, presumably, wouléind what is the expected profit for 1993-947?
be in the area of staffing impact, and what would occur there, The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The department achieved a
both for the department’s operations and its staffing levelssignificant improvement in commercial performance, as
what might happen if a new purchaser were to take over theeflected by the increased commercial profit before abnormal
bulk loading plants and what staffing arrangements woul@énd extraordinary items, of $3.7 million during the past
subsequently be made. financial year. This was achieved with increased income of

Mr MEIER: As a supplementary, when will the assess-about $2 million, despite the depressed economy and the
ment be completed for the proposed or non-proposed salefassive damage to grain crops which occurred in the middle

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: It is difficult to say at this of the year. Increased shipments of grain, gypsum and
point, but we hope to have a much clearer idea of where weertiliser and other commodities have mainly been respon-
are heading by late this year. sible for the improved performance. As | indicated earlier,

Mr MEIER: As the department gained $563 000 last yeathere has been a 26 per cent increase in the number of
from the sale of land and buildings, which | believe it containers shipped out of Outer Harbor. A net decrease in
$63 000 more than was estimated, what is the explanation f@axpenditure of $1.6 million also contributed to the increased
the fact that the department has not recorded any receiptemmercial profit, although a major portion of this reduction
against this line this year? | refer to page 79 of the Estimatewas due to lower rates of interest on the department’s debt
of Payments and Receipts. level, and that, of course, resulted in lower financial charges.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| am advised that the figure The 1992-93 expenditure levels indicate that commercial
of $800 000 which appears in the papers, was showmterest expenses accounted for 39 per cent of commercial
alongside the wrong line.There has actually been $810 00@perating expenditure after abnormal but before extraordinary
worth of asset sales in that area. items of expenditure.

Mr MEIER: As a supplementary, is the Minister saying  In addition to financing charges, salary and wages costs
that on page 79, under ‘Sale of land and buildings’, where itvere lower, due to the declining numbers of employees
has ‘1992-93, Estimate $500 000, Actual $563 040, 1993-94eaving during the year, and that led to a decrease in lump

Estimate—', that should be $810 0007? sum payments that were required to be made. Expenditure
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:‘Sundries’ should be a dash reductions for financing charges and salaries and wages were
and the other line should have $810 000 alongside it. partly offset by increases in superannuation and insurance

Mr MEIER: Lastyear what happened to the receipts forcosts.
land and buildings; were they used to reduce the department’s Profit for 1993-94 is expected to be about $6.7 million due

debt or were they transferred into general revenue? mainly to the containment of costs and the slight reduction
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:They were used to discharge in expected income. This, combined with greatly reduced
debt. financing charges due to the new financial charter debt

Mrs HUTCHISON: My first question relates to state- reduction, will allow DMH to pay Treasury a dividend and
ments made in the Premier’s budget speech where he referradax equivalent charge as well as allow for the repayment of
to the figure of 3 000 targeted separation packages which ihore debt from the department’s loan account. Also, during
was anticipated would be achieved by June 1994. How mariyie period to which | have referred, commercial income
of these have occurred in the Department of Marine andhcreased by about $3 million with community services
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income remaining steady. That provides an overview of the The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: | take it from that that the

way that these figures were determined. future of people like the Chief Executive Officer at this stage
Mrs HUTCHISON: A major improvement for the is somewhat in limbo, because the decisions have not yet
coming year. been made.
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:Indeed. The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| would not put it quite like

Mrs HUTCHISON: My third question has some local that: as the Chief Executive Officer says, he is still here. The
implications. | believe that the department is expecting tdact is that all those positions remain as they are until a new
spend approximately $1.3 million on the upgrading ofstructure is determined. Whatever the structure of the ports
navigation aids during 1993-94. What is the purpose of thabperation side of a new department, there will have to be
project and what is occurring with regard to the lighthousesomeone in charge of it, so that | suppose that is one given.
in the northern end of Spencer Gulf—for example, PoinfWWhat happens to individuals and what they choose to do is
Lowly. another matter, and all those things will be taken into account

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:l am sure that we can provide at the appropriate time.
some information about that. With respect to the upgrading The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: | take it that with the new
of navigation aids, a program was embarked upon irstructure all the senior positions will be up for grabs.
November 1989 to convert approximately 200 gas-lit The Hon. Barbara Wiese: They may be, they may be
navigation aids to solar power. That work has been proceeghot; it depends very much on the work that will be done over
ing over five years. It commenced with the upgrading of thehe next few months.
department’s dredgéndrew WilsonThe conversion to solar The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: What plans does the Govern-
power was deemed necessary because of the very high cogient have to improve facilities and turn-around times for
involved in maintaining the old system and because occupahips in the port of Thevenard? It is mentioned on page 185
tional health and safety issues were also involved. The totgf the Program Estimates and page 75 of the capital works
project was estimated in 1989 to be worth about $5 millionprogram, but on page 75 it comes under that section which
and the upgrading of the vessel and conversion of Poig referred to as possible future capital projects where it talks
Adelaide, Inner Harbor, was completed in 1990-91. Porkbout upgrading Thevenard's bulk loading plant. As a
Adelaide, Outer Harbor, Kangaroo Island and Port Bonythomossible future capital project it is somewhat in the never-
were converted the following year. Wallaroo and Thevenarghever. Are there any real plans for the upgrading of the
were completed in 1992-93 with some repair work atfacilities at Thevenard and the turn-around times—the
Thevenard carrying over into 1993-94. efficiencies of getting ships in and out quickly?

It is proposed to convert Port Lincoln, Franklin Harbor  The Hon. Barbara Wiese:Over the past few years there
and most of Port Pirie in the current financial year. To dateha\/e been a number of occasions when requests have come
109 beacons have been refurbished and converted to sokgf upgrading Thevenard port, including suggestions that the
power. We are spending $1.3 million in this current financialort itself should be deepened, but | think it is also acknow-
year on the project that | outlined. I am advised that the lighfedged that the Department of Marine and Harbors, which is
that was located at Point Lowly was removed by AMSA, thenow operating on a commercial basis, must pay proper
National Maritime Safety Authority, and itis its intention to attention to whether or not there will be a commerecial return
sell the lighthouse. It is currently talking with the local for any investment of this sort in any port around the State.
council and others about that, and | do not think there is mUCNAy understanding of the commercial ava||ab|||ty of such an
more to report. investment at the moment is that it simply does not stack up.

Mrs HUTCHISON: | understood that a tender was to be | think that most of the people who use the port recognise that
called for the disposal of that lighthouse. there would have to be a significant improvement in through-

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:That could be right; lam not pyt at that port before it would become a commercially viable
sure of the detail of that. measure to provide that further investment.

The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: | would like to move back to The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: | refer to page 188 of the
the queStlonS | was aSkIng br|eﬂy befOI’e the break in relatioprogram Estlmatesl in particular’ Kangaroo |S|and ferry
to the future of the Department of Marine and Harbors andypport services. It refers to the services that are provided:
the people in the department. With the creation of th&angaroo Island Sealink and Eastern Cove Traders and the
Department of Transport, and if the Minister moves in theyessels they are operating, tiRhilanderer IlI, Island
direction of turning the department into a statutory authorityyayigatorandValerie Janelt goes on to state:
or a semi-statutory authority, what will be the role of the . .
existing Chief Executive Officer in that structure? Will there ;5 pﬁ\*}gtg;ﬁﬂrgg gtn%pgﬂfgsg gf,’,;vr'gfeﬁfm‘*”d Seawayyhich
be a role for the existing chief executive? It finishes by stating:

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:That is among the issues that Inishes by stating: o ) o
have to be worked through over the next few months as to Thelsland Seawagervice is heavily subsidised.
how you would structure these organisations and what th@n the other side of that page, where it refers to the cost of
classifications and levels would be for all the individuals whothe Island Seawaygervice, it is broken down into various
are involved in any revamped organisation, whatever shapgarts: in 1992-93, of the $7.2 million cost it comprised so
or form it takes. To some extent, what happens to individualsnuch. With that service, a greater proportion of the trade of
depends on the shape and nature of the organisation, as | saitlich is being taken by thEhilanderer Island Navigator
earlier. They are the issues that will be worked through oveandValerie Janewhere is the major loss incurred for which
the next few months, with a view to having a clearer ideahe Government has to subsidise the owners and operators of
about the whole picture by about the end of the year, with anghe Island Seaway Is it in the fact that the vessel has that
legislative changes that are required taking place next year tomparatively long route from Port Adelaide to Kingscote,
order to meet the deadline of the end of June 1994 that thiss compared with the short operation between Cape Jervis
reform package requires. and Penneshaw which the private operators on that short link
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seem to be able to manage and operate profitably? Could The Hon. Barbara Wiese: Captain John Page is the
someone give me an indication as to where the major loss iBhairman of the South Australian committee for the national
the operation of thésland Seawapccurs? plan which deals with oil spills in this State should they

If the Government is committed to contributing $5 million occur. You would recall that there was a significant oil spill
annually to subsidise that service, would it be feasible to puat Port Bonython last year which required the provisions of
in the necessary facilities at Cape Jervis and Penneshaw tiae national plan to come into operation for a proper clean-up
enable a vessel of that size to operate on that short distanggeration. | would like to ask Captain Page, who has been
and would that give the vessel the opportunity of becomingnvolved with the national review of the national plan and
more profitable and thus dramatically cutting down on thesubsequent reviews in South Australia on our own prepared-
subsidy that the State Government has to provide on aness for such situations, to provide an update on what has
ongoing annual basis? been happening.

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: Certainly, the fact that the =~ Capt. Page:On 11 June this year the State, in conjunction
Island Seawayravels longer distances and that the KangarodVith other States, the Commonwealth and the oil industry
Island Sealink operation has been successful in makingentered into an agreement whereby we would be prepared
inroads into obtaining an increasing proportion of the carggointly to respond to any oil spill that could occur in
carried between the mainland and Kangaroo Island has ha#stralia. The preparedness will go to the stage whereby we
an impact on the subsidy that the Government provides twould be able to respond to some of the big spills, that is,
keep thdsland Seawagoing. However, | think it should be over 1 000 tonnes that have been occurring overseas.
noted that the subsidy levels provided by the Governmentto The Australian Maritime Safety Authority is currently in
thelsland Seawapver the period since 1989-90 have beenthe process of increasing the levy on overseas shipping, as
reduced absolutely. well as on other vessels that use Australian ports, to enable

So, even though this subsidy is required it is reducing, ané} to fund the purchase of additional equipment to respond to
the two year agreement that we have with the currennese spills. In addition to that there is an increase in training
operators of thdsland Seawaywhich has brought in a forpersonnelin all States as well as the oil industry, and that
performance based contract arrangement for the life of thi§ Proceeding now. o
two year contract is also bringing about a reduction in Earlier this year we have had a number of training
operating costs. programs in Port Pirie as well as Port Adelaide, and a number

We have indicated to the current operators that there wilpf OUr Personnel have also been sent interstate to participate
be a review of their contract next year because it is the airff! raining programs. There is a joint effort proceeding now
of the Government to get that subsidy payment down. Wi etween the State, the Commonwealth and the oil industry to
expect them to perform better and, if they do not perform tg€SPond to the bigger spills should they occur anywhere in
certain standards, they will incur penalties. When this twg*ustralia. . _
year period with this sort of arrangement being in place is . Mr HAMILTON: * Can the Minister advise the number

over, and we have had the opportunity to review that, we cafjf SPillS in the past 12 months and the actions taken by the
consider whether we should continue on with such arf€Partment to recover costs against those companies found
arrangement. responsible for those oil spills, if they apply.

I must say that when my predecessor called for registra- Capt. Ptaglge:fln the .ﬁaStTrl]Z Tnonthts thﬁlre havet bpee?
tions of interest for the operation of thk@and Seawapefore approximately four Spiiis. The fargest spill was at ror

this new contract was signed—and he called for registrationg2ython when 296 tonnes was spilt. The cause of the
of interest not only for operating this operation but aISOacmdent and the pollution incident were investigated. The

alternatives—there was an enormous outcry from people offrown Salicitor’s office found that no-one was at fault and

Kangaroo Island who wanted to retain this service. So, ther¥aS Not able to prosecute anyone. . .
In addition to that, there were approximately three oil

are a number of things that must be taken into consideration . -
by the Government in determining what the future for aspllls at Port Stanvac. These spills were of a small nature and
it was, in most cases, not possible to prosecute people for

freight and passenger service is for Kangaroo Island. | as . L
Captain Buchanan to add to the remarks | have made. ose spills. In one case there was a possibility of our
Capt. Buchanan:Operating the vessel from Cape Jervisprosecutlng, but the spill was so small that it was not
was looked at in a preliminary way a couple of years ago lfa\dwsable to proceed. :
'~ The Hon. Barbara Wiese:It should be noted that the cost

would be very expensive to develop the port facilities thereof : : ; :
- the clean-up in these circumstances is borne by the insurers
sufficient to handle thésland Seawaylt would soon be a of the ships concerned.

problem considering the very high cost of road transport from Mr HAMILTON: My second question is almost

nEfarochial. What does the Government intend to do in relation
to the repairs and maintenance of the damage caused to the
; o . 9te= Semaphore jetty by storms? Is it the intention to repair all the
under the heading 1993-94 Specific Targets/ ObjeCt'VeS’damage occjasi)c/)n)e(d by that storm, or does the Gpovernment
states: intend to shorten the length of that jetty? What is the
Continue training for State personnel engaged in oil pollutionsjtuation?
clean-up operations. The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The most recent storm damage
| understand this comes under the Minister’s jurisdictionthat affected Semaphore jetty removed about 30 metres from
What is the state of preparedness of these personnel and ttie length of the jetty and the cost of restoring that section is
number of oil spills that have occurred in South Australia inenormous and amounts to about $350 000 or $400 000, which
the past 12 months, and what actions, if any, have been takevrould be beyond the capacity of the funding that we have
against those companies that have been responsible for awailable for that purpose. However, we have lodged an
spills? insurance claim with the idea of obtaining costs through that

cheaper; in fact, it is liable to be more expensive.
Mr HAMILTON: Page 187 of the Program Estimates
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mechanism which might enable us to restore the lost piece diave seen an increase from about 32 000 20-foot equivalents
jetty. (TEUSs) up to 50 000 TEUSs. The objective is to increase that
If that claim is not successful, the next best thing we carto about 70 000 TEUs by the end of 1994. If we can achieve
achieve is to make the remaining length of jetty safe bythe sort of growth achieved thus far, since these accelerated
upgrading it to a satisfactory level and proceed from thereefforts have commenced, we should be able to meet those
Even without the lost 30 metres restored, Semaphore jetty isrgets. We had a 26 per cent increase in cargo in the past
still the longest jetty on the metropolitan coastline. Whethefinancial year, a 57 per centincrease in the number of vessels
we will be able to reinstate the lost 30 metres will be totallycalling at the terminal, and we hope that we can meet the
dependent upon the outcome of the insurance claim. Wortargets set and see not only increased wealth for the State but
has already commenced on repairing the damage to the jetfpcreased jobs as a result of that added activity.
and you probably noticed in the media last Friday that a Mr HAMILTON: How much money did you earn?
departmental truck went through some of the jetty planks The Hon. Barbara Wiese: Direct revenue to DMH
when it was involved in the repair operation. There are nowhrough the additional trade last year amounted to
more repairs to be undertaken. That is being rectified as pa$tl.2 million, and there are other spin-off benefits that come
of the current project and we will certainly have the mostto other sectors of the economy as a result of that increased
important repairs of the jetty undertaken before the forthactivity.
coming summer season when the majority of people wantto Mr MEIER: As to the proposal by Gulflink to construct

use the facility. and operate a ferry service between Wallaroo and Cowell, it
MrHAMILTON: Whatis the state of repair or disrepair appears that the Department of Road Transport has offered
of jetties in South Australia? positive and practical assistance to the proponents, Gulflink

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:Jetties in South Australia are Proprietors, but the Department of Marine and Harbors,
in a varying state of repair and disrepair. Many jetties arounavhich is also responsible to the Minister, has almost been
our coastline were built at a time when they were needed fdirustrating the project, as it has been put to me. What offer
commercial purposes and these days they are no longer useds been made by DMH about port charges and is this offer
for those purposes. The commercial justification for spendingonsistent with the Government’s stated objectives to
money to upgrade them is not as clear as it previously wagromote regional development in South Australia?
but there is great value in many of those jetties along the The Hon. Barbara Wiese:From the information that |
coastline for tourism and recreation purposes and in economi@ve been given about this matter | would refute the claims
terms that also has a value that must be considered. that have been made by the proponents of Gulflink that the

For some time the department has not had sufficienDepartment of Marine and Harbors is frustrating its efforts
resources to devote to the maintenance work required for aib get this project up and running. | am aware of the claims
our jetty facilities, but a survey has been undertaken of moghat have been made because they were contained in some
jetties around the State to try to get some notion of what worlkcorrespondence received by me recently. | also know that
is required to bring them up to a reasonable standard dhey have written to other people in the Wallaroo area: no
repair. This work was undertaken as a preliminary step taloubt the honourable member himself received correspond-
negotiations now taking place with local government abouence along these lines. It is not true to suggest that the
whether local government would be prepared to take ovedepartment or the Government is in any way frustrating the
responsibility for the care and maintenance of jetties in futurefforts of these people. The various agencies of Government
as part of the package of responsibilities that would beavith which they have had to deal, as | understand it, have
transferred along with money derived from the fuel excise.provided quite considerable support, and in the area of marine

Local government would not be asked to pick up responsiand harbors my understanding is that there were various
bility with no resources: resources would go with that, andnformal discussions which took place between the then
that package of measures is now being negotiated but thdinister of Marine and the directors of Gulflink regarding
outcome is not yet known. | hope it will be known in the nearvarious aspects of their proposal. They talked about the level
future and we hope that it will be possible for local govern-of port charges that might be likely to apply to this project
ment to take on that responsibility around the State. and the Minister at the time indicated that any submissions

Mr HAMILTON: What is the financial benefit to South made in respect of these matters would be carefully con-
Australia in terms of shipping through the Outer Harborsidered by the department.
terminal? Is there any likelihood of container exportthrough In September last year a submission relating to port
that terminal increasing in the foreseeable future? If so, whatharges was received, and when that was considered the
can we look forward to in terms of additional links from Asia position put by the department at the time through the
and other parts of the world bringing increased benefits tiMinister was that an annual fee be established based on a
South Australia through increased throughput? valuation of the seabed and shoreside facilities to be con-

The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| probably responded to that ducted by the Valuer-General. Separately a navigation
guestion earlier when | indicated that joint marketing workservices charge would be identified, as well as payment of
is already under way between DMH and Sealand, the newilotage fees. Values would depend on valuation of the sites
operators of the Adelaide Container Terminal, to increase thend the gross tonnage of the vessels to be used. It was
number of vessels calling at the Port of Adelaide. One of théndicated to the developer that such charges would not be
key objectives of the whole transport hub concept is to attradikely to be high, given the low site values generally applying
a named day weekly shipping service from Singapore thah country locations. Until such time as approved plans were
would have a significant effect on boosting the amount ofeceived from the developer the department was not in a
trade that could flow through the Port of Adelaide. position to further progress the development of an indenture

As part of the objectives of the transport hub project ouragreement. That position was put to the proponents in
aim is to at least double the throughput of containers througPecember last year. That is where the situation stands as far
the port by the end of the decade. Over the past two years v&s the department is concerned. No detailed plans have yet
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been received from the proponent, but as soon as they are taewhat level they would stand and so on will not be deter-
matters that were outlined that would form the basis of ammined or implemented.

agreement can be progressed to the next stage and there carMr HOLLOWAY: | understand that the Department of
be discussions about dollars. Marine and Harbors put aside $160 000 in its 1993-94 capital

My feeling is that the main obstacle standing in the wayestimates for the screw pile jetty at Victor Harbor. Why is
of this development is the fact that the proponents have ndhat project necessary?
been able to raise the financial backing they need to proceed The Hon. Barbara Wiese:The screw pile jetty at Victor
and this, in fact, may be the basis of the delays that have bedtarbor is one of those structures that requires quite a
experienced so far. It should be pointed out just as an asid@nsiderable amount of work. In this current financial year
that the level of the charges that would come from thethe departmentis providing $160 000 towards the work that
Department of Marine and Harbors would be a very smalneeds to be undertaken. At this stage it is suggested that that
proportion of the overall costs of this project and would bemoney might be spent on replacing connecting bolts in the
most unlikely to be an issue which is standing in the way ofiles of the screw pile jetty and replacing bracing adjacent to
the development proceeding. berths.

Mr MEIER: Continuing on from the Minister's answer However, an issue has been raised with me by the local
and recognising that the operation of the ferry is estimated t§/emPer (Hon. Dean Brown) and members of the Victor
generate annual revenue benefits to the State of nearfyrPor council concerning the problems that have now been
$500 000 together with some 500 jobs in the constructioffXPerienced by thealie and theOne and Al which as part
phase and 70-plus jobs thereafter, | ask whether the Minist&f their summer program have called at Victor Harbor to
has canvassed with Treasury and the EDA the concept df1dertake various activities. Because Gre and Alllast
deferring port charges for, say, three years. Even though tigimmer damaged the screw pile jetty by crashing into it,
Minister has said that those charges are fairly negligible, | an{'€re is @ problem now in allowing the berthing of such ships,
sure that any help to assist this project would be greatl?€cause the screw pile jetty is not stable enough. So, we are
appreciated. Perhaps | would go one step further: has thoughPW considering the possibility, instead of a complete
been given to the Department of Marine and Harbors ir{eplacemen_t Of bra(_:mg, of undertaklng_mlnlmal bracing on
conjunction with the EDA providing the basic landing the Screw pile jetty itself and providing independent fender
facilities for the ship at either end? I believe that would cos®!!€S, which would isolate the jetty from any vessel berthing.
something like $2 million to $3 million, and by leasing it If it is possible to provide that sort of facility within the

back to the owners of the ferry service over a five-year perio@udget we have available during this financial year, we will
the department would recover that total $2 million toundertake that as an alternative, which will overcome two

$3 million in full, plus interest. problems that have been raised locally.
The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The latter proposition is not Mr HOLLOWAY. Page 415 of Financial Paper No. 1

something that | think the department would want to entertai oints out the_lt_the department's commercial and community

. L ervice activities are now clearly separated and that this is
at this stage. It is important that the proponents should be ab - . - :

. ! ; rt of a revised financial charter being pursued for 1993-94.
to demonstrate that they have financial backing to proceeg o . : : . -
. . : - ill the Minister give the Committee details of what is being

with this project. It should be noted that they are putting up ursued and what has been achieved?
a fairly high risk proposition because there is an alternativ® |

. : ! : The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The department has just
to using a ferry in order to get private vehicles and commer- - . - . AN
cial vehicles across to Eyre Peninsular. So, that clearly is o negotiated a new financial charter with Treasury, which is

of the major concers that the proponents will have t art of the new commercial operations of the organisation.

! - . . . . he original financial charter under which it operated, which
overcome in attracting the appropriate financial backing. was ap?oroved in June 1990, required that trl?e department's

As to the possibility of deferring charges, my first o era|i net draw on Consolidated Account be eliminated by
response would be to say that the charges make up suchias end of this past financial year. Despite significant
small component of the total that it would be surprising if thatganisational restructuring in recent years, this was not quite
sort of assistance really was needed. However, | understanghieved, but the department was only $2 million short of the
that when discussions took place with the Directors okyrgets that had been set. The department recognised very
Gulflink the department indicated that it would be prepareqyyjy that one of the factors that would determine whether it
to defer charges for the first year of operation. So, there hagg|q operate successfully in a commercial way was the
been discussion along those lines. issue of pricing, and also recognised that prices at that time

Mr MEIER: The Harbors and Navigation Bill the were too high to sustain existing trade and to gain improved
Parliament passed this year provided for the Government t@ade through South Australian ports.
impose alevy on owners of motor driven boats at the time of  Based on productivity and other improvements, a strategy
the annual registration of the boat. Has the committe®f more substantial service price reductions was commenced
established by her to advise on the rate of the levy recomduring the past financial year, and we have made significant
mended a rate? If so, what is the rate, and how much igroads in that respect. Now there has been further negotia-
anticipated will be raised on an annual basis? tion to achieve a more commercially competitive cost

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The committee that is required structure, and that has resolved itself in a number of agreed
to be established by the legislation has not yet been estaparameters to be pursued for the future. First, the department
lished. The regulations relating to the Harbors and Navigatiomill receive commercial debt relief of $38 million. Separate
Act which were passed by the Parliament in the last sessidinnding of community service obligations will occur again
have not yet been finalised and | do not anticipate that thethis year as it did last year, so that the commercial and non-
will be for some months. Until the committee has beencommercial operations of the organisation can be clearly
established all the other issues that were discussed witeen; they are transparent. Payment of a company tax
respect to the establishment of levies, when they might applgquivalent to 33¢ in the dollar based on accounting profit will
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be paid. A payment of a dividend of 17¢ in the dollar based Mr Bachmann: No, the establishment of shipping
on accounting profit will be made. Residual profit will be services is purely on a commercial basis and will depend
used to repay further debt while retaining sufficient workingupon the cargo carried.

capital to provide for business fluctuations. These new The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: On the same page | noted the
ground rules that were negotiated during the past financiakport into the helicopter transfer of pilots. Does that exist at
year and come into operation in this financial year provide &his stage in South Australia at all? Is it the intention of the
very solid commercial foundation for the future operationsdepartment to move totally to helicopter pilot transfer?

of the organisation. The Hon. Barbara Wiese:l understand that some study

Mr HOLLOWAY: My next question concerns recrea- has b_een undertak_en of this _matter and it i_s not a cost
tional boating, and | refer to page 190 of the Progranfffective way of going about it, so it is not intended to
Estimates, where some interesting statistics are given. {troduce this practice in this State. ,
states that it is estimated that more than 90 000 persons are 1ne Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: Is that means of transferring
involved in recreational boating on a regular basis, withPilOts on to ships used extensively in other ports?
numbers increasing by about 7 000 annually, and also points The Hon. Barbara Wiese:Yes, itis used in other places.
out how motor boats registered under the Boating Act are. Mr Bachmann: A number of factors come into this: the
increasing by about 2 per cent annually. Is it possible to makgistance of the pilotage and the type of ship that comes in. |
any estimate about what proportion of activities is centred ofi@ve landed on a huge bulk ore ship out from Port Headland
the River Murray and inland waters as opposed to coastdyhere you fly out for about an hour and a half to land on the
waters? What is the role of the department in terms of it$hip- There are big covers on the hold to enable landings to

policing and educational activities as related to inland watertake place.
compared with the coastal waters? The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: You do not have to go down

inch?
Capt. Page:On the River Murray we have three marine on a winch

foty off tBerri and two at M Brid tof Mr Bachmann: No, but | have done that as well. In this
Salety oflicers, one at Berri and two at Murray Bridge, Out Ol ce it \yag through helicopter transfer. That is a quick way

a total of 10 marine safety officers in the State. So, approXigs getting a pilot in and out. It saves a lot of time and cost of

mately cl)ne(jtg_lgd of ourr] resourcels tls Ce"r.'tre? on ;‘r('jelR'(\j’eBoat travel. Some ports use it and others do not. It depends
urray. in addition, we have peop'é traveliing from Adelalde o, e circumstances at each port as to whether it is cost
down to the Coorong and to the lakes area, and we patrol th ective

area as well. Probably well in excess of a third of our Mr HAMILTON:
resources is centred on patrolling the River Murray anq:arried out next fin.ancial year, and, if so, where?

associated waterways. The Hon. Barbara Wiese:| am advised that only small
Mr HOLLOWAY: Given that considerable growth I projects will be undertaken this year. A small job is to be
referred to earlier, is it possible for you to make an estimat@ndertaken at O’Sullivans Beach boat ramp, for example.
as to whether that growth is continuing proportionatelyThey are projects of that sort. | cannot give any more specific
between the Murray and coastal waters, or does one appegtail, but no major projects are due to be undertaken.
to be growing faster than the other? Mr HAMILTON: In relation to debt reduction, page 4.12
Capt. Page:Our records tend to indicate that boating is of Financial Paper No. 1 says that the Treasurer has approved
increasing at 3 per cent a year, and it is generally across ttgereduction in DMH debt of $38 million effective from 1 July
State’s waterways. We must appreciate that boats would al$®93. What is this based on compared with the much smaller
operate off the beaches, off the coast and also proceed up tfigbt reduction of $2.5 million achieved in 1992-93?
River Murray to operate, so it is a situation where people The Hon. Barbara Wiese:During 1992-93 the depart-
operate in both areas. ment and Treasury agreed that the department was seriously
The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: On page 184 of the perform- overca}pltal|sed and that it had a hlgh debt to equity rat|o
ance book reference is made to the importance of a weekfgSPEcially when compared to its interstate competitors.
shipping link between Singapore and Adelaide as being uring the past financial year commercial interest expenses
high priority. What is the status of this? Is it still in the accounted for 39 per cent of commercial operating expenses.

: . : : a result, Treasury agreed to a debt reduction of
g'esr(\:/f: |grr11 Ztg%?uc;(rj:;e?we likely actually to see itas aregul 38 million, to take effect from 1 July this year, and that

. gives the department a debt to equity ratio of approximately
Mr Bachmann: Part of our strategy is to have a regular g per cent.
fixed .day weekly shipping service frlom Singapore 10 The department has further targeted to repay debt of
Adelaide. Currently, we have a regular fixed day fortnightlygs 3 million during the year sourced from operating profit of
shipping service from Singapore to Adelaide through thess 3 million and excess capital receipts over capital expendi-
ANRQ consor'glum, and another fortnightly service is a'$°ture of $2 million as well as paying Treasury $400 000
running. Our aim is to try to have those companies coincid@g|ating to Lincoln Cove receipts, bringing the total non-
their fortnights, which would convertinto a weekly shipping recyrrent repayments to $5.7 million, as indicated on page
service. Besides that, we are also talking to other shipping 46 of Financial Paper No. 1. This will complement its tax
companies with the aim of adding additional services byaquivalent and dividend payment to the Treasury of
independent shipping services from Singapore to Adelaidgz3 3 million during this year to bring a total return to the
The aim is to combat some of the trade that currently goegiate budget for the year of $9 million.
through Melbourne because of the greater regularity of \ HAMILTON: On page 2.44 of Financial Paper No.
shipping through that port. 1, itis indicated that the Department of Marine and Harbors
The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: Is that a straight-out commer- will for the first time make an estimated $3.3 million revenue
cial operation or is any subsidy involved in trying to establishcontribution. What will this contribution be used for and how
that? does it relate to the department’s operations mentioned on

What dredging programs will be
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page 2.28 which will require $8.1 million funding from the tions of the office was undertaken and a new CEO was
Consolidated Account and $300 000 from the State-Locahppointed in January 1993. The office’s role has now been
Government Reform Fund.? extended to take on a broader coverage of modal policy
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:First, the department expects issues; in particular, responsibility for the transport hub was
to earn a commercial profit of $6.6 million this year and will transferred to the portfolio from the Economic Development
therefore make a revenue contribution of $3.3 million to theAuthority as well as responsibility for both air service and
State budget. That consists of a tax equivalent charge of 33irport development, ex-Tourism and DDA respectively. It
in the dollar, as | indicated, and a dividend payment of 17ds my aim that the office operate collaboratively with other
in the dollar on commercial profit. These funds will go agencies to advance Government policy across the transport
directly into the Consolidated Account and cannot be directlydevelopment portfolio. These roles are now being taken up
related to the requirement of $8.4 million to fund thewithin OTPP as part of a strategic planning process com-
department’s community services obligations. Funding ofnenced in March 1993.
$8.1 million will be provided from the Consolidated Account  In addition to fulfilling its primary role of providing policy
and $300 000 from the State-Local Government Reform Fundupport for the Minister, in 1992-93 the Office of Transport
which will be used to finance the maintenance of the State’®olicy and Planning maintained its focus on national transport
local jetties in anticipation of that responsibility being policy, State-wide passenger and freight transportissues and
transferred to local government, as | outlined earlier. aviation and metropolitan strategic transport planning in
Mr MEIER: Some months ago | wrote to the Minister support of other Government planning and policy initiatives.
about the Wallaroo jetty. In your answer you indicated that  The office’s contributions in 1992-93 were: representation
a new method from Queensland was being looked at thalf the State’s interests in negotiations with the National Road
might be applicable to countering some of the problems ofransport Commission in respect of its heavy vehicle
the Wallaroo jetty and its poor state or repair as regardsharging determination; progression of work associated with
planks, and so on. Have you any further information sincéhe transport hub project; further representation of the State’s
that correspondence? interest in negotiations within the Commonwealth Govern-
Capt. Buchanan: We have allocated $150 000 this year ment on the future role of Australian National; the Adelaide-
specifically for decking, which will commence at the end of Melbourne rail standardisation; the future of country branch
this year. We will start by replacing the approaches to thdines; and the allocation of One Nation funds to AN’s Port
main jetty. One of the major problems is environmental Augusta workshops and the Outer Harbor rail spur.
because the import of fertiliser goes right through the jetty | refer also to representation of the State’s interests in
into the sea. Therefore, we are looking at this material fronmegotiations relating to the national bikeway strategy; co-
Queensland to deck the wharf area where the ship will bertardination of the State Government submission to the
and then possibly concrete over that. That will be investigatethdustry Commission inquiry into urban transport; develop-
during this year. ment of integrated transport strategies jointly with other
Mr MEIER: Itis still being investigated? transport agencies for the planning review’'s metropolitan
Capt. Buchanan: Yes. We are not 100 per cent satisfied planning strategy; and subsequent area strategic plans in the
that the process will work on our jetties, so our engineers argorthern and north-western sectors of the metropolitan area;

still evaluating it. continued efficient and cost effective management of the
The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, | transport subsidy scheme and the Access Taxicab service to
declare the examination of the vote completed. cater for increased demand; and initiation of the Noarlunga

Centre interchange infrastructure and services study aimed

at the interchange to improve its performance and operation

in support of the redevelopment of the Noarlunga Regional

Centre.

Office of Transport Policy and Planning, $4 823 000 The only changes from 1992-93 affecting the presentation
of OTTP’s budget for 1993-94 is the inclusion of new receipt

Departmental Advisers: lines entitled ‘State Local Government Reform Fund’ and
Mr A. Gargett, Chief Executive Officer. ‘Transport Hub’ respectively. The former now separately
Mr L. Oxlade, Manager, Transport Planning. identifies the funding of subsidies provided for country bus
Mr P. Tregoweth, Manager, Support Services. services with a consequent reduction of $525 000 in OTTP’s
Mr P. Chapman, Chief Project Officer. appropriation from the Consolidated Account. The latter,
Mr M. Milln, Chief Policy Adviser, Aviation. which is matched by a new expenditure line entitled
Mr P. Skene, Manager, Research. ‘Transport Hub Program 3’, relates to funding provided by

the Economic Development Authority to OTTP.

The CHAIRMAN: | declare the expenditure open for ~ Mr INGERSON: Why was Australian National not
examination. Does the Minister wish to make an openingnentioned in the list of matters that the office proposes to
statement? address in terms of Federal-State negotiations this financial

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: Since its formation in year? Isitan oversight or an indication that AN’s future is no
September 1989 the Office of Transport Policy and Planningpnger a priority for the Government?
has been an agent for change and reform. During the past four The Hon. Barbara Wiese: Certainly, the future of
years it has worked to create an environment in whichAustralian National is a keen priority for the Government.
transport can operate as effectively and efficiently as possibl@uite a lot of time was spent during the past financial year
through the introduction of innovative and creative solutionsand particularly during the past six months in negotiating
to emerging problems and the promotion of a generaWith the Federal Government and with the National Rail
deregulatory policy. Following the Ministerial and portfolio Corporation on matters relating to the future of intrastate and
changes in October 1992, an extensive review of the fundnterstate rail as they affect our own interests as a State.



16 September 1993 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B 121

The work that will be undertaken during the course of thisexamination by AN the Murraylands and Mid-North lines
current financial year will relate to matters which are stillwhich were previously under threat—and that includes the
outstanding and matters which are to be developed bloxton branch line—may be marginally viable and that the
Australian National in particular during the course of thisMid-North lines may have a more secure future than original-
financial year in developing a new business plan, as requestidexpected.
by the Federal Government. Itis therefore probable that the Loxton, Burra, Balaklava

Itis the intention of the South Australian Government andand Eudunda branch lines will remain open. That is the
officers within OTTP to keep a close watching brief on whatsjtuation on the main branch lines as we understand it at this
happens with the development of that business plan and time. | point out that in the discussions that | had earlier in the
have input where appropriate and wherever we have thgear with Senator Collins about the future of AN, he gave me
opportunity. I have assurances from the Federal Minister thajuite unequivocal undertakings that the promise made by the
we will be part of the process that is to be undertaken irPrime Minister last year to the then Premier that the terms of
developing that business plan, and good communication i$ie Rail Transfer Agreement would be honoured following
taking place between relevant officers. the establishment of the National Rail Corporation, and any

That work will certainly be on the agenda and there will steps that had to take place as a result of the changes required,
be further discussions with the Commonwealth and thevould be kept. That also includes an undertaking to provide
National Rail Corporation about such matters as the future ahe State with access to AN’s analysis of individual lines if
Road Railer. it should want to close any branch lines in the future.

Mr INGERSON: Can the Minister confirm that the 5o if any such proposition is put to the State as part of the
Paringa line is being pulled up at present and, if so, why dichew pusiness plan we will be able to examine for ourselves
she agree to this course of action? Can the Minister furthgp getail the arguments that are being put forward by AN to
elaborate on what she believes AN’s plans are for th%stify any proposed closure, and that will put us in a much

remaining broad gauge lines in South Australia, and how do€sironger position to determine whether we should agree or
the Government propose to respond to these plans in termagsagree with any such proposition.

of the rail transfer agree.mer.n of 19752 . Mr INGERSON: Does the Government plan to use the
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:This is a bit before my time, o5 of the Rail Transfer Agreement 1975 to challenge the
but | understand in a letter dated 18 August 1992 th ecision by the Federal Government to transfer the Pasminco
Commonwealth Minister for Land Transport sought the iy jine from Broken Hill to Port Pirie from the owner-
State’s approval under the terms of the Railway Transfeghip of AN to the National Rail Corporation?
Agreement to close the Alawoona to Paringa line and, The Hon. Barbara Wiese: M understa.ndin of the
following extensive correspondence about traffic on that line ituation is tﬁat we do not havé thg leqal standin ?o take such
and two others that were contained in that correspondencﬁb. d in fact the C 9 th G 9 th
the possibility of short line operations and the restoration of 3?;;’ da:wqe tlr?at icis bot:m dolemgrgltl))r/“gseg partyot\g etrr?énl\elgtionaasl
m%iltléer bv?lé?ept?)sfr? en %eorniﬁ:\é'gfvé%moﬁ]ms(s&rggEgrtgzjltqa ail Corporation agreement to hand over that business to the
ational Rail Corporation, so it is not a matter that can be

that the ‘Railway Transfer Agreement does not give m - .

sufficient grounds to refuse your request’. Therefore, th ubject to legal challenge. That is regrettable because, as the

three lines were gazetted for closure with effect from 1 onourable mer_nb(_ar would be aware, the State Government
in making submissions to the Federal Government indicated

October 1992, - - . -
The situation last year, when the Commonwealth put thos atit supporteq the retention of the Pasminco traﬁlc by AN.
proposed closures to the State Government, involved a hat was certainly AN’s preferred option, and it felt that it

assessment under the terms of the Rail Transfer AgreemeWtas important at that time to ensure its future viability.

but there were not sufficient grounds to allow the Govern-  With the decisions that were taken by the Federal Govern-
ment to insist on those lines remaining open and the closuf@ent to restructure the debt of AN and to provide financial

took place. resources for redundancy packages and various other
Mr INGERSON: Are there any future plans for the Measures that were part of the package that was announced
remaining broad gauge lines? some months ago, | think that the viability issue is not as

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The future of other branch Strong as it was considered to be previously. | have been
lines in South Australia is dependent upon the business pld@esured by AN that, even without the Pasminco traffic, it can
now being worked on by AN. The Federal Government ha®perate viably. So, that is the situation as it stand_s, and
asked AN to provide a business plan to take it up to th@lthoug_h we wop!d have preferred the outcome to be different
middle of 1995. Before the recent decisions taken by th&/e are in a position where we have to accept that outcome.
Commonwealth Government about the future of AN—deci- Mr INGERSON: What are the future options for the
sions relating to the conversion of debt to equity and a&teamRanger service from Adelaide to Goolwa following the
number of other matters which ensure that AN can operatgtandardisation of the Adelaide to Melbourne railway line?
as a viable entity—it was not clear whether some lines would The Hon. Barbara Wiese:As | understand the situation
remain open or be closed. for SteamRanger, it will certainly be cut off by the standardi-

The picture now is somewhat clearer and | can providesation project; that is, its operations at Dry Creek will be cut
some information about what we expect will be the case withoff from the main line from Mount Barker to Goolwa. There
the major lines in this State about which people havéhave been some negotiations of recent months with
expressed some concern. First, there has been concern t¢amRanger as to what arrangements would be necessary to
the Pinnaroo line would be closed, but | understand that thatllow it to continue its operations. SteamRanger has suggest-
line will remain open. The Eyre Peninsula narrow gaugeed that it would be prepared to transfer its operations to
network will continue to be owned and operated by AN forMount Barker should there be appropriate stabling arrange-
the projected period. It is likely now that with more detailed ments for rail cars, etc, and other measures that would need
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to be taken to enable it to set up in that location. Negotiatiomssist with the transport needs of our community in the
on those issues is still being undertaken. immediate future?
| have indicated to the Federal Government that this The Hon. Barbara Wiese:That is one of the issues that
additional expenditure is likely to be necessary as a bywe want to take up with local government. The brokerage
product of the standardisation project, and | have received anals that have been in operation in the southern Fleurieu
undertaking from the Federal Minister that he will considerPeninsula and also in the Barossa Valley have been designed
a proposition should we put one to him about financing thato pick up issues such as the poor utilisation of services that
relocation cost, although | must say that at this stage he hase already established in various communities. The broker-
given no assurance that he will finance such a measurage trials have, in effect, put people in touch with each other.
merely undertaken to give it proper consideration at théf a community bus has been sitting in a shed over a weekend
appropriate time. or at particular times of the day or if a council bus is in a
Mr HAMILTON: On page 203 of the 1993-94 Program similar situation, there will be the opportunity to connect
Estimates it is stated that the OTPP completed a review gfeople who need transport with the services that are available
passenger transport reform proposals. Will the Ministeso that they can be better utilised during the course of a week.
explain what plans the Government has for reforming the The State Transport Authority, for example, feels that
State’s public transport system and what benefits are likelindividual councils could probably use their local community
to accrue to the public at large? buses to provide weekend and night-time services in areas
The Hon. Barbara Wiese:The Government recognises where the STA had to withdraw services last year because
the need for reform in this area, as | indicated earlier. Wethere were not sufficient numbers of passengers to keep those
have undertaken a number of changes over the past few yeaarvices running. However, a smaller service operating in a
in order to bring about the sort of reform that is necessary idifferent way might be able to provide a service to the public
delivering public transport to the community. It is important which is more cost effective. They are the type of issues that
that we remove any barriers to innovation and overcom&e want to address in future. | think there is great scope for
regulatory inconsistencies as well as designing services thttat. Unfortunately, at this stage only some councils are
best meet the needs of the community. The principles omterested in talking to us about those matters. Other councils
which the future public transport system should be based a@ge violently opposed at this stage to becoming involved in
fairly clear. the provision of public transport. | hope that very soon
There should be a removal of barriers to entry and theliscussions with the Local Government Association can be
development of a wide range of more flexible innovative andaken a step further. In fact, | am having a meeting with
personalised transport services. The State Transport Authoritgpresentatives of the LGA at the end of this month to start
has provided conventional public transport services for manthat process.
years, and those services have served us reasonably well, Mr HAMILTON: | suspect that local government would
although we need to change them in the ways | outlinedbe looking for some incentives in relation to participating, if
earlier. But it will remain the backbone of our public my feelers are correct. My second question relates to page 84
transport system. In addition, we must ensure that the systeaf the Estimates of Payments and Receipts. | notice that there
of public transport is broadened to incorporate other formss a mention of Access Cabs. Many years ago, with the then
of public transport that will also assist the community, andmember for Stuart and the then Minister of Transport, | was
some of the complementary services that | talked aboytresent on the day of the launch of Access Cabs. | was very
earlier in the day will certainly achieve some of the improve-pleased to see that facility made available to those less
ments we need so that we can negotiate in future with privattortunate than ourselves. It has been a great boon for many
bus companies, with taxi companies, with local governmenpeople, particularly the elderly in our community.
and with other community organisations in making sure that On what basis has the Government reviewed the contract
transport services throughout the metropolitan area aneith Access Cabs for the provision of a taxi service for
utilised in the best possible way, and that we provide geople with disabilities in wheelchairs? A number of people
combination of services which more closely meet the needsave made representations to me, seeking to have an in-
of the community and which can be provided in the most costreased number of vouchers made available to them during
effective way. the year. Will the Minister address that also in her response?
Work is well advanced in achieving our objectives inthis  The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The Access Cab service has
respect. We have had a number of public transport trials anoeen a very successful operation since it commenced in South
demonstration projects. An enormous amount of research afklistralia. Recently, the organisation submitted a business
local planning studies has been undertaken. There has alptan to me for the provision of a taxi service for people with
been an extensive review of the legislative and institutionatlisabilities in wheelchairs, with the key objective of eliminat-
framework by which public transport is and could being the operating subsidy provided by the Government by the
provided in South Australia. The form that the delivery of year 1997-98. This issue was raised in the Auditor-General’s
public transport services will take as a result of the creatiofiReport last year, the recommendation being that that operat-
of a Department of Transport is one of the issues that will béng subsidy should be eliminated over a period of time. The
considered during the next few months. new business plan that was brought to the Government for
Mr HAMILTON: As a supplementary, | listened with approval included a strategy for eliminating that subsidy over
interest to the Minister’s response. In particular, | understand period of years. | agreed in principle to renew the contract
there is to be an increased role for local government. It seenfer a five year period in May, and | am hoping that a new
to me, over the many years that | have been a member @bntract, which is currently being worked on, will be
Parliament, that the number of buses that local governmeiaivailable for signature at the end of this month.
has available are wasted because after 5 o’clock at night they Essentially, the strategy that is being proposed for Access
are stored away in a shed and in most cases at weekendsQabs to eliminate the subsidy in future involves moving from
the intention to utilise this considerable fleet of vehicles tahe current situation, where Access Cabs assume total
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responsibility for meeting the operating costs associated witindustry about various aspects of the operation of the fund
maintaining the taxi fleet, to a system where it would enteand discussions between Dr Radbone and the panel on some
into vehicle leasing arrangements with taxi driver operatorspf the recommendations that he might make as part of his
so that they would then assume the responsibility for meetingeport have commenced. | would expect that following those
service quality conditions and standards. They would pay discussions recommendations will be made to me about ways
fee to be part of the Access Cabs scheme and they would fire which the administration of the fund might be improved
responsible for direct costs for maintenance, fuel, etc. if, indeed, shortcomings have been identified.

As | said, there would be the adoption of a fee-for-service Mr MEIER: Following the revelation yesterday that
arrangement to offset the administrative costs of the SACabinet has approved the injection of some $10 million to
transport subsidy scheme; the taxi fleet would over a periodevelop the Adelaide Airport, was this initiative recommend-
of time be downsized as the leasing arrangements were taked by the Transport Hub Feasibility Study, and for what
up; and a system of owner operators would be substitutedpecific purposes are the funds to be used? Will all the funds
Efficiency improvements within Access Cabs managemene spent this financial year or are these matters yet to be
and administration would also be taken into account. Saesolved by consultants Maunsell Pty Ltd?
there would be a new performance-based contract upon which The Hon. Barbara Wiese:As indicated in this morning’s
we would work and, over the period of time that | talked newspaper, no decisions have been made as to how the
about, the need for a Government subsidy would be remove&overnment might spend any funding. The $10 million that
so that is a very good story. the Premier referred to during the Estimates Committee a

As for the voucher system under the transport subsidgouple of days ago is essentially a notional amount of money
scheme, |, too, receive correspondence from time to timahich would be available through State Government sources
from various people who feel that the number of vouchersto assist with the future development of Adelaide Airport if
which currently stands at 60 for each six month period, isa suitable proposition were to emerge from investigations that
insufficient for their needs. However, in the past the OTPRare currently taking place about the future operations of the
has undertaken surveys of the 21 000-odd people whom widelaide Airport.
have registered under this scheme about whether or not the As has been stated on numerous occasions, the State
current number of tickets is sufficient for their use. By far theGovernment believes that Adelaide Airport facilities must be
vast majority of users say that the current arrangement igpgraded so that we can capitalise on the value of having the
satisfactory and does meet their needs. The average uagport in its present location and to assist with the develop-
currently stands at about 36 to 40 vouchers every six monthaent of the State. We have talked about the need for an
for the majority of users. extension of the runway and an upgrading of terminal

Only a small number of people feel that the numberdacilities. The Federal Airports Corporation, under the
should be increased. | might say that there are circumstancewestment guidelines under which it operates, says that the
where OTTP is able to exercise some flexibility in adding toproject as we have suggested does not meet its investment
the number of vouchers in particular circumstances. We trguidelines and it would not be in a position to undertake that
to be reasonable and compassionate about the requests tlavelopment.
are received. The Maunsell study, which was commissioned by the

Mr HAMILTON: | thank the Minister for that because Government, is designed to look at the various options that
as the Minister would be aware exceptional circumstances dmay be available for future development and also to assess
prevail from time to time. | have had occasion to write to thethe threats and opportunities that exist for Adelaide Airport.
Minister, albeit unsuccessfully, for my constituents. It is important that we undertake that because considerable

I refer to page 203 of the Program Estimates. Whathange is taking place in the airline industry now that may
projects have been approved by the Taxi Industry Researdtave impact on future growth potential for Adelaide Airport.
and Development Fund in 1992-93? Has there been a revieWhose things must be assessed. The opportunities for ways
of the operation of the fund and, if so, what were its recom+o attract investment, whether it be through Federal Govern-
mendations? ment sources, FAC sources, private sector sources and so

The Hon. Barbara Wiese: The fund was established forth must be assessed and the Maunsell study is looking at
under legislation passed in 1989. The former Ministerall of those options right now. Certainly, no proposition has
established an advisory panel to advise him and subsequentigen forthcoming to date in which the Government would
me on proposals that are put forward from time to time forwant to invest any resources beyond the resources for the
expenditure from the fund. You will recall that the fund wasconsultancy.
established with the proceeds of the sale of new taxi licences Mr MEIER: As the Minister indicated, the Premier
when a considerable amount of deregulation was introducetbnfirmed yesterday that the Government is considering
in around 1990 in the taxi industry. options to develop the airport, including the use of private

The former Minister agreed that the proceeds of the salenterprise. | noticed in today’s paper an article where the
of those taxi licences would be putin a fund which would bePremier was quoted as saying, ‘Here is the State Government
devoted to research and development issues relating to ti@icating its willingness to go further really than State
taxi industry for the future. That fund has now been inGovernments ought to have to. However, | recall when the
operation for some 18 months or two years. It seems reasoMinister was responsible for the Tourism portfolio that she
able for this fund, and any fund which is under the auspiceset up a working party to investigate alternative means of
of Government, to be reviewed from time to time in order tofunding the $100 million upgrade of facilities at the airport.
ensure that it is operating effectively. That working party comprised representatives of the

The panel commissioned a review of the fund someéCommonwealth and State Governments and the Federal
months ago. Itis being undertaken by Dr lan Radbone of thAirports Corporation Adelaide office, and in the Legislative
University of South Australia. | understand that he hasCouncil on 19 November 1991 the Minister advised my
received submissions from numerous people in the taxiolleague, the Hon. Diana Laidlaw, that she, ‘hoped that by
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February next year a report from the joint working party mayAirport in order to achieve growth in tourism and in our

identify alternative funding sources’Hansard from  economic development objectives. We cannot wait until the

November 1991 reports the Minister as follows: year 2000 or whenever it is that the Federal Airports Corpora-
At the moment a working party meeting with representatives oi_Ilon wants to m_al_(e its investment decisions: we want those

the State Government at the Federal Airport Corporations office ifvestment decisions to be brought forward.

Adelaide is looking at alternative means of funding these upgraded The Maunsell study is gathering the sort of information

facilities. that we need to mount the arguments that we must put to the

Did the joint working party referred to by the Minister in Federal Airports Corporation, to the Federal Government, to

November 1991 report to her by February 1992 or since thethe private sector or whoever are the appropriate parties who

and, if so, what were the working party’s recommendations ™2y be enticed to take an interest in Adelaide Airport and to
look at options for upgrading the facilities. That surely is a

The CHAlRMAN' [Does this question concern tourism | dable objective and one that should be supported. Our aim
or transport policy? Itis probably out of order so a very bnefis to improve the growth of the South Australian economy.
answer would cover it. o ) In order to do that, as we have found with the development

Mr MEIER: | suggest that it is very much in order of ajr services and with numerous other areas of activity that
because it would appear— we have tried to promote in South Australia, it usually

The CHAIRMAN: Let us hear the answer. requires us to do the basic ground work, to collect the

group that the honourable member referred to was establishéfould be investment in this State because, if we do not do
under the authority of the EDA or the Department ofit; No-one else is going to be interested in doing it for us._Thgt
Industry, Trade and Technology as it was then callediS the way things seem to be, and that is the work which is
Although some progress was made by that group at the timgurrently under way and which we hope will produce the
since that time the Government has taken the view that thg€sults. _ )
Maunsell study should be commissioned because there have Mr INGERSON: As suggested earlier, can | just table the
been such significant changes that have taken place in tifglestions that relate to the functions and names of boards?
airline industry in the intervening period, and in order thatwe_ The CHAIRMAN: | take it that is an omnibus question.
initiate the right action to pursue our goals to improve thel he Minister has agreed to consider that on notice.
investment at Adelaide Airport, there needs to be a proper The Hon. Barbara Wiese: Yes, and | will provide
assessment of the changes that have occurred. That is tigSPonses to those questions by the appropriate date.

Mr MEIER: It disturbs me that back in 1991 the now & question with regard to student and other concession

o reimbursement arrangements applicable to the STA provided
Minister of Transport Development, who was the thenservices.WiIIthey be extended to private bus operators in the

Minister of Tourism, identified that there were four issues ear future? There has been some talk of this happening and
that had be clearly stated as the State Government'’s prioritiis ’ pp 9
I

for development, and she went on to indicate that there wou ‘r']w:ﬁg I;kne dtoi fkggwwv;ké?:gerrtthh; 'lﬂéﬂ'%tegehafc,'\?fgg;?gﬂﬂe
be a program of upgrading of the Adelaide Airport facilitiesc . ' ' P

- ommittee.
to the tune of about $100 million by 1998. However, The Hon. Barbara Wiese:lt is recognised that there is
yesterday we had the State Government through the Premi L o -
announcing that the State Government is investigatin 6meth|ng of an uneven playing field applying to operators

S X . L . the private sector as opposed to the STA, and | have
privatising Adelaide Airport as part of the $100 million bid undertaken to examine some of the issues that are involved

to expand its facilities as if it was a new project, but it was o . ;
announced two years ago. What does the Government nc:g&:re. I should indicate that, if there is to be any change to the

hope to achieve from a further exploration of the same issu égrrggéi?digrf]gfm:gfétg ggl,gﬁlrjr:ecrﬁnglr?firfavsfa?g?gmi
namely private sector involvement in the Adelaide Airport P ’

that it could not achieve back in 1991-92? 'down that path, obviously, any additional expenditure
o ] required in order to bring about these changes will need to be
The Hon. Barbara Wiese: | think the honourable \ejghed up against other priorities the Government may have

member is deliberately attempting to suggest that somehog 5 future time when budget arrangements are being worked
or other there is something funny going on with all this. Thegp,

fact is that the $100 million of investment at the Adelaide  The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |
Airport that was referred to back in 1991 was the amount ofjecjare the examination of the votes completed.

money, as | recall, that was being suggested by the Federal

Airports Corporation itself that it would spend in its forward

development program in upgrading Adelaide Airport; that ADJOURNMENT

that would be undertaken over a long period of time. The

desire of the State Government at that time, as it is now, is At 10 p.m. the Committee adjourned until Tuesday 21
that we should accelerate the development of AdelaidSeptember at 11 a.m.



