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more than two parts—I think that is unfair. It is better to have
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY straight, short, precise questions and then the Minister can,
if she desires, give short, precise answers. However, | cannot
force the Minister to do that.
Subject to the convenience of the Committee, a member

Thursday 15 September 1994

ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B who is outside the Committee and desires to ask a question
will be permitted to do so once the line of questioning on an
Chairman: item has been exhausted by the Committee. However, those
Mr H. Becker people must indicate their intention to the Chair.
Questions must be based on lines of expenditure as
Members: revealed in the Estimates of Receipts and Payments. Refer-
The Hon. Frank Blevins ence may be made to other documents, for example, the
Mr C.J. Caudell Program Estimates and the Auditor-General's Report.
Mr I.F. Evans Members must identify a page number in the relevant
Mrs R.K. Geraghty financial papers from which the question is derived.
Ms A.K. Hurley I will not hold firm to that, but if members play up, | will
Ms E.M. Penfold be very firm. | remind the Minister that there is no formal
facility for the tabling of documents before the Committee.
The Committee met at 11 a.m. However, documents can be supplied to the Chair for

distribution to the Committee. The incorporation of material

in Hansardis permitted on the same basis as applies in the
House, that is, purely statistical and limited to one page in
length. Questions are to be directed to the Minister and not

Transport, $12 165 000 to the advisers. For the purposes of the Committee, some
Passenger Transport Board, $148 679 000 freedom will be allowed for television coverage by permitting
TransAdelaide, $75 115 000. a short period of filming from the northern gallery. All
Witness: television stations have been advised by the Speaker of the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw, Minister for Transport. procedures to be followed, but | warn the Committee that |
Advisers: do not want the practice that occurred yesterday: we were
Mr R. Payze, Chief Executive Officer. sitting here watching paint dry, the television cameras came
Mr A. Herath, Director Corporate Services, Marine andin, and all hell broke loose.

Harbors Agency. If that happens, | will exclude the television. | have the
Mr T. Delaney, Manager, Finance. power to do so. As most members are new to the procedure,
Mr A. Rooney, Acting Director, Planning, Marine and the idea is to seek as much information as you can from the

Harbors Agency. Minister and, as | said, if you can be specific in the line of
Mr M. Harrison, Manager, Corporate Accounting questioning, you will find that this can be very beneficial

Services. session of the whole of the Parliament in finding out exactly
Mr W. Parham, Director, Commercial, Marine and what happens within transport or whatever may be the

Harbors Agency. portfolio areas we will be covering. Itis not a political point
Mr C. McSporran, Senior Project Officer, Programming, scoring exercise but an information gathering one. Does the

Department of Transport. Minister wish to make an opening statement?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Since the election last
The CHAIRMAN: This is a relatively informal proced- November there has been an intense level of activity in the
ure: there is no need to stand to ask or answer questions. Ttransport portfolio. The Ports Corporation Act has been
Committee determines, in conjunction with the Minister, thepassed and will soon be proclaimed. The Passenger Transport
approximate timetable for consideration of the various linesBoard (PTB) has been established. The State Transport
and that has, | understand, already been done. The represeraithority has been replaced by TransAdelaide, and the
tive of the Opposition no doubt will have confirmed thoseactivity of the Office of Transport Policy and Planning
arrangements. (OTPP) has been dispersed across a number of agencies.
As there are changes to the composition of the Committee, The Department of Transport played an important role in
they must be notified to the table. We can then ensure thatthis process and | would like to thank all officers for their
know who is representing whom. cooperation and professionalism during this period of reform.
If the Minister undertakes to supply information at a laterThe Department of Transport now has a wider role which
date, it must be in a form suitable for insertionHansard  incorporates responsibilities of the Road Transport Agency,
and two copies must be submitted no later than Friday 3the non-commercial services of the Marine and Harbors
September to the Clerk of the House of Assembly. Agency and the planning and coordination function of the
| propose to allow the lead speaker for the Opposition anéffice of Transport Policy and Planning. The Estimates of the
the Minister to make an opening statement, if desired, foPayments identifies $214.1 million recurrent budget and a
about 10 minutes but certainly no longer than 15 minutes. $151.6 million capital budget, which includes expenditure for
practise quite a flexible approach to giving the call for askinghe Road Transport Agency, the Marine and Harbors Agency,
guestions. | call on the lead person for the Opposition to askunctions of planning and coordination, plus ministerial
three questions and then | alternate to the lead person on teapport.
Government side—backwards and forwards. | am not keen The total budget available to the Department of Transport
on supplementary questions, but | will allow them. I think therepresents a decrease of $17.5 million, or 5 per cent in
guestion itself should stand up. | do not like questions withcomparison to the total budget for 1993-94. In meeting this
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reduction | am pleased to report that the impact on public The Ports Corporation will shortly negotiate a new
services and project delivery has been minimised due ténancial charter and associated commercial arrangements,
savings made in the support services and non-core areas. Focluding an enterprise based agreement for corporation
road transport activities, funding from the Federal Governemployees.

ment has decreased by $15.5 million, or 26 per cent. Thisis For activities associated with the previous Marine and
mainly due to the untying of arterial road funds which areHarbors Agency, the recurrent budget payments have
now the responsibility of the State, effective 1 January 1994increased by $1.9 million due to the additional non-commer-

The Road Transport Agency’s State funded program hagial expenditure, which includes $1.8 million for recreational
been maintained in 1994-95. As mentioned, the departmeiftty services and $1.5 million for the West Lakes revetment
has achieved savings, while largely maintaining effort orfeplacement. In addition, capital expenditure has been
actual roadworks. In the longer term the Government igllocated to the screw pile jetty at Victor Harbor and to
considering the potential for more flexibility and efficienciesrecreational boat ramps in anticipation of the introduction of
to be achieved through an increase in the level of workecreational boating and fishing industry levies as the basis
outsourced. These savings have and will be directed to capitf@r expanded programs in these areas.
and recurrent roadworks. As part of the Government's policy, The increased non-commercial expenditure has been offset
priority has been given to bicycle tracks, $1.3 million; and theby decreases in the commercial area now under the control
unsealing of unsealed rural arterial roads in unincorporate@f the soon to be proclaimed Ports Corporation. Taking into
or non-council areas, $4.6 million. account capital expenditure, overall expenditure has de-

The program for road transport for 1994-95 allows for thecréased by $1.5 million. , o
continuation of work on the following projects: Cross Road_ | n€ coordination and planning budget of $3 million in the
between South Road and West Terrace; Panalatinga RoRfPartment of Transport also provides $1.4 million for the
between Pimpala Road and Wheatsheaf Road; Port Wakefid ermo_dal transport initiative. The Transport Policy Unit,
Road, Port Wakefield to Wild Horse Plains; Salisbury/orMed in December 1993, is a small group of seven officers
Highway: the South Road connector; South Road, the Stuﬁstabllshed to pronge me as Minister for Transport with
Triangle. The budget also provides for commencement fopdependent strategic advice on a broad range of transport
work on the Main North Road, Hogarth Road—the Golden/SSUes. _ . . .

Way; Port Road Hindmarsh Bridge; Sturt Highway, Sheoak The unit has a brief to be involved in the formulation and
Log Bypass. Other highlights include the commencement gffenitoring of transport policy and supporting research, and
design work on stage 2 of the third arterial road from!t provides assistance for inter-governmental relations and

Darlington to Reynella and a 12-month pilot program, whichSPecialist advice and assistance to other Government
we have called the Driver Intervention Program. This2dencies. Five members of the unit were former staff of the

commenced in August this year. OTPP and are formally seconded to the Department of

Transport. A significant number of the policy and research

|am also pleased to advise that the department in COnjun‘ﬁ]nctions of the former OTPP, disbanded by the former

tion with Pavement Technology Limited won an ExcellenceGOVernment on 30 June 1994, have been assumed by the unit.

in Engineering Award this year in the environment category The Transport Policy Unit is fully independent in a

for the recycling work performed on the Dukes and Sturt i, sense but for practical reasons is not a separate

Highways, and the department's WorkCover audit rating 'S:dministrative unit. Administratively, the unit appears under
one of the best in the State Public Service. In respect to thgnd draws its budget from the Department of Transport. The
South Australian Ports Corporation, in anticipation of the ACtunion‘s contributions in 1993-94 were- initiation of ihe

being proclaimed this year—and that will be shortly—Marineeovemmem,s policy to develop a transport strategy for
and Harbors has been restructured to focus entirely 0,@\delaide; representation on national inquiries and the

commercial port services, with non-commercial services t% e
h ' - oordination of the State Government response to the
be provided by the Department of Transport, nominally froml ndustry Commission inquiries into the urban transport and

the 1 July 1994. ) ) ._national transport planning task force; representation on
The commercial ports profit target for 1994-95is5yiys national working groups dealing with issues such as
$12.6 million compared to $9.3 million achieved beforeyne national transport policy framework and inter-govern-
extraordinary items in 1993-94, and there is a budgeted profif,ental agreement on transport; involvement in Federal-State
for 1993-94 of $6.6 million. Under existing arrangements,neqotiations with the Federal Airports Corporation, the
half of these profits are paid to the Consolidated Account ajational Rail Corporation, Australian National and the
dividend and tax equivalent payments, with the majority of\ational Road Transport Commission; the coordination of
the remainder of the profit being applied to debt reduction.gyiation proposals aimed at improving air services and
Debt will be significantly reduced in 1994-95 by around facilities in support of the Government’s tourism transport
$19 million. A major contributor to this will be the 10 year and economic development strategies; and assistance to
lease arrangement introduced for the Outer Harbor containgfficers of the Road Transport Agency in developing and
terminal in conjunction with Sealand Australia Terminals Ptyintroducing a trial livestock loading scheme later this month,
Ltd. with the aim of improving the productivity of livestock
Container terminal throughput will be further boosted withmovements. Given the disbanding of the Office of Transport
the recent completion of stage 1 intermodal facilitiesPolicy and Planning, significant changes have been required
comprising $5 million of rail connections. Stage 2 workin the presentation of the budgets for affected areas in
planned for this financial year includes $3 million on extra1994-95.
container stacking areas and a new rail junction at Dry Creek Mrs GERAGHTY: | refer to the Financial Statement
to be completed in January 1995. Port charges are to kpage 2.8). In order to meet the Government’s financial
reduced, supporting the Government’s commitment to a mortrgets, the road transport agency has been required to
efficient transport system. achieve a recurrent allocation reduction of $5 million. It is
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expected that this will be achieved in 1994-95 while largelyfinancial year. In addition, the following allocations have
maintaining effort on actual roadworks. What proportion ofbeen made under the Rural Arterial Roads Sealing Program:
the State’s generated funding does the $5 million representuicindale to Mount Burr road, $400 000; Burra to Morgan
Can the Minister identify the areas in which she anticipatesoad, $500 000 for design and pre-construction, and $500 000
these savings can be found? What assurances can she gigesealing three kilometres of that road at the Morgan end;
regarding the department’s continuing capacity to deliver @ terms of the Hawker to Orrorroo road, $500 000 for design
range of high quality services? and pre-construction, and $500 000 for a three kilometre seal.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: In respect of the last question, Mrs GERAGHTY: The Financial Statement at page 2.8
| can give an unqualified commitment that the departmenstates:
will continue to perform to high standards, and | expect even In the longer term the Government is considering the potential for
better standards in the future as it strives to become accredéfficiencies to be achieved through an increase in the amount of work
ed and receive quality control certificates in a number otontracted out.
areas for the level of operation. In respect to savings that haua what areas does the Minister anticipate an increase in the
had to be made following the Audit Commission and theamount of work contracted out? What effect is this likely to
State budget, it is true that $5 million had to be cut fromhave on departmental staffing levels, and what consultation
recurrent expenditure this year. We are seeking to do tha¢ planned with staff in the relevant unions to this policy
through various outsourcing and reform initiatives, and thatlirection?
budget objective will be met. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have received a report from
Overall for road related expenditure in 1994-95 from Statehe department in relation to all activities within the Depart-
sources $192 million will be spent, compared with the actuaiment of Transport. | had given instruction that the department
expenditure of $188.2 million last financial year. There hasdentify its core functions, and the department in each
been a cutin recurrent expenditure over what we anticipateidistance had to look at what was best that it provide and
to generate through a number of sources, including licencehether it could purchase the same services from other
fees and the like. We have had to make a cut, but overafiources. In terms of outsourcing, the recommendation in that

there is an additional State allocation to roads. report was that the department had identified 17 areas for
Mrs GERAGHTY: | refer to the budget transport media outsourcing and | have agreed that those 17 areas proceed.
statement (page 1, paragraph 3), which states: They are as follows:

Savings created through efficiency initiatives generated by the 1-  The operation and maintenance of Birkenhead
department have been directed towards Government policy aread3ridge.
What initiatives are being referred to here? What is the 2+  State-wide heavy transport services.
magnitude of savings created by these initiatives? Towhich 3 Routine material testing services. ,
Government policy areas have these savings been directed?4- ~ Geotechnical site drilling and testing operations.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The initiatives relate to the ~ -~ Cadastral surveys.
sealing of unsealed rural arterial roads in incorporated areas. 8- Lands Title Office searches.
The other initiative for $1.3 million relates to cycling. Liberal ~ 7-  Supply salvage operations.
policy determined that over a 10 year period all unsealed 8.  Asphalt operations (production and laying of
roads would be sealed in incorporated areas (council areagsphalt).
but not beyond council responsibility in the Far North, which 9. Line marking.
roads are deemed community access roads. We have 10. Repair of electronic equipment, radio and traffic
determined that $4.5 million will be spent on this project thissignals and controllers.
year. A draft strategy has been developed, which will be 11. Miscellaneous maintenance (tree planting, median
released shortly. removing etc.).
That draft strategy identifies how we can seal all of these 12.  Payroll services.
rural arterial roads by the year 2004. To complete the more 13. Workers compensation claims management.
strategically important long-length and costly projects, for 14. Printing services.
example, the Burra to Morgan, and Hawker to Orrorroo 15. Stationary stores.
roads, in an efficient way and within a reasonable time frame, 16. Metropolitan driver testing.
we will have to look at the possibility of borrowing money  17.  Routine vehicle inspections.
for this exercise, otherwise we will certainly achieve theSijnce May, progress has been made to Varying degrees on all
object by the year 2004, but it will possibly not be as efficientthose matters. | understand that the former Government
as we would like in the circumstances. In conjunction withinitiated a process of consultation with the unions in terms of
this strategy, progress will be made on a number of roads ithe general reform program within the Department of
1994-95: Spalding to Burra, $900 000 to continue construcTransport. | have no reason to believe that that same consulta-
tion; Port Wakefield to Auburn, $400 000 to completetion process is not proceeding at this time. Certainly, | have
construction this financial year; the member for Flinders willmet with a number of unions involved in the Department of
be pleased, Kimba to Cleve, $500 000. Transport, most recently with AWU FEMI, and its request
The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting: (with which | agreed) was that it be involved in various
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The member for Giles should consultancies on best practice and other arrangements and
be particularly pleased about our initiative in terms of thestandards in terms of maintenance for roads. So, there is a
Roxby Downs to Andamooka road, which is an unsealed ruratonsiderable amount of reform and progress. To my know-
arterial road in an unincorporated area. However, théedge, and certainly where | have been involved, there has
department has included this in its forward planning docubeen good relations with the unions.
ment, and the Government has increased the rate of progressMrs GERAGHTY: What effect is that likely to have on
for construction of this road by allocating $748 000 thisdepartmental staffing levels?
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The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It has already had some effect Sealink will be responsible for freight movement to and from
on departmental staffing levels. Work force reductions in thehe island.
1993-94 financial year through TSPs, prior to the depart- We have had a lot of discussions with Kangaroo Island
ment’s outsourcing report, was 186 full-time equivalents. TheSealink in recent weeks. It has agreed—and this was essential
department’s outsourcing report was handed to me ito these new arrangements—to be subjected to price control
February and identified work force reductions, and | made théhrough the Prices Commission and the Prices Act, because
decision in May. Itidentified reductions between 7 Februarywe were determined as a Government that this freight service
1994 and 30 June 1996 in the following areas: professionab the island for residents, businesses and producers would
32; operational 63; technical 62; administrative 235; andot be subjected to unfettered price fluctuations in the future
weekly paid 434; making a total reduction of 826. This wouldand that there should be strict control over rates. The
be through the following means: outsourcing 813; andKangaroo Island Sealink service has agreed to that require-
downsizing 13. The total number of staff that left between 7ment imposed by the Government.
February 1994 and 31 July 1994 was 389. That is the latest The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
figure available, but | will see whether we can get at leastan The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have indicated that they have
August or September figure by 30 September. agreed. There was some—

Mrs PENFOLD: | refer to thelsland SeawayProgram The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
Estimates, page 294). The budget papers also show provision The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | inform the member for Giles
for thelsland Seawayor the whole of 1994-95. How does that there was some discussion, because their suggestion was
this relate to the consultants’ review of tteéand Seaway’s that they work with a number of people on the island,
future? including local councils, and come to an accommodation

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There is an allocation of $4.5 about rates. The Government was not prepared to agree to
million in subsidy for this financial year. This arose from athose terms.
decision by the Government to extend the contract with the The Island Navigator another vessel operated by this
operator, R.W. Miller, for one year until 30 June 1995. Thatcompany, will be modified at a cost of $60 000, and that cost
contract provides for termination provisions with six monthswill be met by the Kangaroo Island Sealink group. The group
notice by either party. In the meantime, | have asked for &as advised me that it proposes to build a new, larger vessel.
review to be undertaken of the operations of teland It will be doing so in South Australia, probably at Port
Seaway The consultants for that review were KPMG PeatAdelaide. In reaching this decision, the Government gave a
Marwick. | received that report probably a couple of monthdot of thought to an economic development package, which
ago, at the outside, and | will be releasing it today. was proposed by the consultants. They did not suggest terms

Mr Chairman, you indicated earlier that | cannot tablefor that package, but with the cooperation of Treasury and
papers here, but, through you, | would like the opportunityafter informal discussions with the council and the local
to circulate the consultants’ report to all members of themember for the area we have decided that we will seal the 58
Committee. kilometres of the South Coast road at an estimated cost of $10

The Government has made a number of decisions imillion to $12 million within five years, commencing next
respect of the future of thisland Seawayl would like an  year. My wish would be that the road be sealed earlier, rather
opportunity to outline these decisions. The consultantshan five years at a maximum. We will also be providing a
explored three options to retain tihgand Seawaywhich  freight subsidy of $600 000 reducing to zero over a 10-year
they estimated would be at a cost of $49 million to theperiod. This is important to transport operators on the island
Government. who have enjoyed a subsidised transport service olskied

The second option was to relocate thland Seawayo  Seawayver a number of years. So, they will enjoy a freight
the South Coast, which would cost the Government $48ubsidy through Kangaroo Island Sealink.
million. The third option was to retire thisland Seaway There is also a commitment of $6.5 million over five years
which would cost the Government $9 million. to upgrade roads between Adelaide, Cape Jervis, Penneshaw

The Government proposes that the subsidised serviand Kingscote. This is an important package in terms of
provided by thdsland Seawagease on 1 April 1995. As | economic development for the island, and | think it will be
indicated in relation to the extension of the operatingapplauded by everyone in the State because we believe it is
agreement with R.W. Miller, either party, in this case thea much better use of the subsidised funds from Government
Government, must give six months notice. | have written tasources that have been used for transport purposes by way of
Howard Smith, the company that part-owns the vessel, tthe Island SeawayThose funds will be now invested in
indicate the Government’s decision, and also to the Nationabads, which will have a tremendous benefit for tourism on
Bank, which is part-responsible for funding the vessel.  the island, but also will be enjoyed by residents of the island.

Thelsland Seawayas launched in 1987 and since that The CHAIRMAN: You will table the report when you
time the Government has subsidised its operation by $Eeceive a copy?
million per annum. In addition, we have provided subsidies The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes.
for port infrastructure. The subsidy on operating costs alone The CHAIRMAN: We will then distribute it for you.
has been equivalent to $1 250 per Kangaroo Island resident Mrs PENFOLD: | refer to roads—the question is similar
per annum. but not the same. The Liberal Party transport policy promises

We are all aware that this vessel has had a controversialtourism road strategy. What progress has been made with
background. That is part of the reason for the decisions thahis?
have been made and also the forward projections of cost to The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Tourism has been determined
Government. The Asset Management Task Force will novby this Government, as it was by the former Government, as
negotiate to sublease or sell thgland Seawayto the a very important industry to the State. Neither Government
Kangaroo Island Sealink group or to other parties. Under thbas succeeded as well as we would have liked in recent years.
new arrangements the operators of the Kangaroo Islanidowever, certainly, a large proportion of our tourism visitor
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numbers comes from interstate: they are domestic tourists amdent—$500 000 for boating facilities in South Australia this
they either drive their own vehicles or come by coach. financial year.

We are aware that, in terms of identifying tourism product S0, a commitment has been made by the Government and
in the State, Kangaroo Island and the Flinders Ranges af@s been met in this budget. We would aim to see that that
critical areas for us to market in the future. Many people decommitment is matched by these levy funds, but that will
not particularly enjoy the trip to Kangaroo Island on thosedepend on the advice given to me by this advisory committee
roads, because they are unsealed and in very bad conditigk to what rate should be struck. We are hoping that with this
We have identified that roads on Kangaroo Island and in th&overnment commitment plus the levy we will once again be
Flinders Ranges will be the focus of activity in the future. |1able to have an aggressive program for upgrading boating
have just announced that we will be sealing the south coa&cilities in South Australia. _
road at a cost of $10 million to $12 million over a five year ~ Mrs GERAGHTY: You previously outlined a number of
period. We are also working with local government, theareas where work was going to be contracted out, and
Tourism Commission and the local tourist associations anfHnctions that were currently performed by Road Transport
operators, in addition to the Department of Environment and\gency employees. A number of these functions were profit
Natural Resources, plus the RAA, to identify which roadscentres within the department, which generated revenue and
should be sealed or upgraded in each instance, over wh&foss-subsidised other activities. What overall savings are
period of time and at what cost. | anticipate that the draféxpected from the outsourcing of these functions, and will

tourism road strategy will be available for consideration inyou provide a detailed analysis of the income and expenditure
November 1994. associated with each of these functions for each of the past

jwo years? You mentioned that there had been consultation
With unions but mentioned only one union, so | wondered
hether there was consultation with any of the other unions

t would be involved in this area.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: In respect of your first
uestion, | will take that on notice since it is information | do
ot have at hand at the present time. In relation to consulta-
on, that union is now a combined union, so | have spoken

0 its members in depth about the one issue that | alluded to,
the maintenance and benchmarking. | have met in my office
with representatives of all the unions within the road transport

: - X rm of the Department of Transport, and we have generall
boating. The program description notes that recreation P P g y

. 9 . - iscussed the Government's reform program. As | indicated,
boating and fishing industry levies are to be introduced fof e given no instructions that the former Government's

: ) Tonsultation process with unions should be overturned, so |
have been made in the 1994-95 budget and what is the lev gsume it is continuing as it has in the past. That has been
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Proposed regulations under the quite a constructive process of consultation, as | understand.
Harbors and Navigation Act provide for the application ofa = Mrs GERAGHTY: So, you say the unions are happy?
Ievy in relation to recreational and f|Sh|ng indUStry vessels. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am not sure whether or not
Regulations 172 and 173 enable the Minister to apply theghey are happy. | have spoken with them and outlined the
funds raised by the levies for the eStabliShment, maintenan(?ﬁogram_ The department must and will progressive|y
and improvement of recreational boating and fishing industrymplement that program. It has a procedure for consultation
facilities respectively, and regulation 174 provides for awith the unions, and | have not given any instruction that that
Boating FaCI'Ity AdViSOI'y Committee to advise the Minister consultation process adopted by the former Government
on the amounts of the levies and how the funds should behould cease, so | presume it is continuing.
allocated. | appreciate that this is a controversial subject. It The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: The announcement that
was heatedly debated in this place when the Harbors anghs just been made by the Minister aboutlgiand Seaway
Navigation Bill was before us, introduced by the formeris, of course, a complete sell-out of the people of Kangaroo
Government some 18 months ago. These levy proposals wefgland. | think it is a great pity that Kangaroo Island is not
raised by the recreational boating industry and the Southiill in the electorate of Finniss, whereby, of course, it would
Australian Fishing Industry Association as a means ttever have happened; but that is by the by. If | understood the
upgrade facilities ir_1 South Australia, recognising that fundsvinister correctly, she said that theland Seawayvould be
had been progressively cut from $500 000 about 10 years agased to the Malaysians, who now appear to control transport
to nothing now. to Kangaroo Island. Is this right?

So, the industry was getting pretty exasperated, especially The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No. | indicated that the Asset
when it saw what Government support was being received bylanagement Board would be negotiating with Kangaroo
the recreational fishing industry in Queensland, New Soutlsland Sealink and other parties to buy or to sublease. The
Wales and Victoria, in particular. The former Governmentconsultant’s report proposes that Kangaroo Island Sealink
proposed and as shadow Minister for Transport | supportethke over the lease or the purchase of the vessel. They do not
this levy proposal. A committee is to be established with thevish to do so at this stage and therefore the Asset Manage-
majority of members from the recreational boating andment Taskforce is continuing such negotiations, but they will
fishing industry, so that they can recommend work that caibe expanding beyond what the consultant’s report suggests,
be undertaken by the use of this levy. They will also beand working with other parties. | am aware of at least one
looking at the rate of the levy and advising me accordinglyother party that they will be speaking with. They certainly
In addition, in opposition our recreational boating policy will be possibly working through a ship broker to find other
promised—and we have been able to match the commiparties. It is certainly the Government’s intention that we

As an aside, | was alarmed to hear from tourism operato
on Kangaroo Island recently that they fear they may not eve
be able to obtain insurance for their hire cars because t
roads are so bad and they are being returned in such po
condition, with transmissions falling out and a whole range
of things. If there are no cars for hire our whole tourism9
strategy in terms of Kangaroo Island becomes very vulnerg:
ble. Roads are an important part of our tourism product an
initiative, and they will become increasingly so with an
upgraded road program in the next few years.

Mrs PENFOLD: My next question relates to fishing and
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would maximise the benefit either through sublease or sale The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The subsidy will be deter-

of this vessel, a vessel that is costing the State at leastined now, in discussions of the Road Transport Agency
$5 million a year in subsidy. The member for Giles wouldwith transport operators on the island. As | indicated,
also appreciate as former Minister of Transport and forme$600 000 will be provided,; it will be a decreasing sum over
Treasurer that the value of the vessel, about $5 million o0 years.

$6 million—or a maximum of $7 million—is certainly much The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: So will Sealink get any
less than the payments that are still outstanding on that vessef. this subsidy?

So we will certainly be seeking to maximise the sublease or The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No the subsidy goes to the
sale price for that vessel. In terms of the suggestion that thieansport operators on the island, effectively as it applies now.
decision would be different if Kangaroo Island was within theCertainly in the future it will go to the transport operator.
electorate of Finniss rather than in the electorate of FlinderaVhen | say that that is effectively how it applies now, we

that has no substance at all. certainly have a very heavily subsidissthnd Seawayessel

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | refuse to believe that; and that means that the vessel operator receives part of that
you believe in fairies. subsidy. The subsidy will go to transport operators.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | do not believe in fairies. The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: What profit margin will

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Neither do I. Sealink be guaranteed with the price control?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | do not believe in fairies but The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have not been involved in
| certainly believe in facts, and | have given the member theerms of any guarantees to the company and nor would
facts. It would make no difference whether Kangaroo IslandParliament or my Party expect me to. That would be a matter
was in Flinders or Finniss. The decision has been made bipr the Prices Commissioner to determine after investigation
Cabinet. of all the company’s profit and loss, income and expenditure

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: What discussions were statements.
held with the Malaysians? Have | got it right? The The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: But there will be a
Malaysians do control Sealink? guaranteed level of profit?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | understand that they control, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have not indicated there is
yes, the majority. | have had discussions with Kangaroa guaranteed level of profit; it has not even been discussed.
Island Sealink. As | indicated, they do not wish to purchaserhat will be a matter to be determined by the Prices Commis-
or sublease which was the consultant’s recommendatiosjoner, not by me or by the Government. The Prices Commis-
therefore, we are not binding the island to one party, if thasioner will take all those matters into account, the income,

is what you are suggesting. expenditure, profit and loss.
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | am suggesting that The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: But, essentially,
Sealink will have the monopoly. Kangaroo Island now is hostage to these people, that is the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Just as thésland Seawaias  bottom line. That is the reality.
had the monopoly in terms of freight in the past. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No it is not the reality at all.

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | am just trying to get What we have done—rather than use the emotive language
clarification of where the control now lies in relation to of a former Treasurer and Minister of Transport, who did
transport to Kangaroo Island. As | understand it, apart fronmothing in this area and who also did not provide any
the small passenger operation, Waderie Janevessels that  economic development initiatives on the island itself—is to
will travel to Kangaroo Island will be controlled now by this provide initiatives which generally will be well supported and
Malaysian company, is that right? which will provide greater gain and jobs and a longer term

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | think what the member has future for people on the island.
either deliberately misunderstood or does not wish to No exclusivity is provided in any discussions by the
understand is that as to thgland Seawayhe Malaysian Government in this matter with the Kangaroo Island Sealink.

company does not want to purchase or— I do not deny that it was sought by that company. It certainly
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | understand that, butthey was never entertained by the Government, and it is not part
own Sealink now— of the future arrangements. In terms of future rates, | have

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The freight will be carried peen advised that there will be a limit on price increases to
from Cape Jervis through to Penneshaw. There will be ghe CPI generally. Thatis how the Price Commissioner would
service agreement with Kangaroo Island Sealink. | havgperate in this regard. As | indicated, there is the generous

indicated price— ) o freight subsidy offered by the Government.
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: That is a majority Mr CAUDELL: | refer members to the Program Esti-
Malaysian-owned company, is not that right? mates (pages 295, 296, 316 and 317) which state, as the broad

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, but | am not sure what objective of the regional port services:
the p_r(_)blem IS. There_ will be_a service agreement with strict To facilitate the State’s trade by operating the State’s regional
conditions attached in relation to price control, as | menports on a commercially viable and cost effective basis to provide
tioned, and any default on the part of Sealink in respect ta sustainable international competitive advantage for the ports’
other carriage of goods. We have indicated that we were nGt/Stomers.
prepared to provide any exclusivity in terms of freight in thel ask members to bear in mind the poor performance of the
future to this company alone. If others wish to carry freightState Labor Government on previous port authorities and the
they are certainly free to do so. There is no undertaking byrederal Labor Government’s recent back down from the
the Government that this company alone will carry all themaritime unions which have abrogated their responsibility on
freight if others want to enter the business. So that is certainlgabotage, crew to berth ratios and the seaman’s engagement
a guarantee that we would give to the island. system. The IAC report on petroleum products, a draft report

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: How will the subsidy be  which was released on 28 March 1994, quoted port charges
paid? for a variety of locations in 1992 as follows: Port Bonython,
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for a Shell tanker discharging, $107 600; Sydney, $99 600;epairs and maintenance work in the future. | agreed to such
and Singapore, $38 000. The report went on to state: a working party because | was pleased that local government

No real competition exists within port authorities for the supply Were prepared to accept that they had a longer term interest
of pilotage services. Many ports employ their own pilots, whilstin recreational jetties which was not a matter on which we
others contract out their pilotage services. For all practical purposepad been able to come to agreement in the past. This working
once the pilotage services are contracted out by the port authori%arty is chaired by Mr Steve Condous, the member for
a monopoly situation still exists. ’ -

. i Colton, who has also strong local government experience.

How does the Minister intend to reduce the port costs anghe majority of people on this working party are from local
|ntr0duce Competltlon into the pOI’tS, In paI’tICU|aI’ the reglonabovernment: Mayor Kay Bennetts’ from Hen'ey and Grange
ports of South Australia? o ~ (although she may from yesterday wish to nominate a

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Governmentindicatedin replacement); John Isherwood from Port Adelaide council;
the Governor’s speech that we would be reducing port cosigeoff Hatwell, Noarlunga council; and Mr Chris Catt, a
from December this year. We are reviewing all costs angletired CEO from Noarlunga council. All those members

charges at present. That review commenced in January 1994ere nominated by the Metropolitan Seaside Council
| understand the recommendations from that review will becommittee.

put to the South Australian Ports Corporation at its October Two representatives of country councils, Mr Rick

meeting. In terms of containerised cargo, there has beengilkinson from Warooka and Mr Robert Kay from Robe,
general reduction in charges ranging from 5 to 25 per ceRfere nominated by the Local Government Association. In
over the past year. We intend to build further on thoseyddition, there were nominations for Mr lan Roberts and Mr
reductions from January 1995. As | said, | am not privy to the_indsay Pitcher from the Marine and Harbors Agency, and
particular areas because they are still being reviewed or af@iss Fay Barrett from the State-Local Government Relations
to be considered by the Ports Corporation in Octobeynit. This working party has comprehensive terms of
ultimately to be agreed to by me, | suspect. reference. Essentially it will be asked to look at a report,
In terms of the first question, the Harbors and Navigatiorwhich will be finalised very shortly following a survey of all
Act, which I indicated earlier was introduced by the formerijetties, to determine the state of all the jetties around the
Government and which was supported by the Liberal Partgouth Australian coastline and then to start to prioritise the
at the time, is yet to be proclaimed. However, it provides fofiwork that must be done on those jetties. In my opening
the use of private pilots—and that is not the case at theemarks | indicated that money has been provided from that
moment: all the pilots are engaged by the Department af1.8 million also for the Victor Harbor causeway. All other

Transport, Marine and Harbors Agency. | have had genergrojects will be determined in consultation with the working
discussions on this matter with the Chairman of the Portsparty.

Corporation and have indicated that we do not wantto see the Mr CAUDELL: | refer to the Program Estimates
situation arise as the honourable member has outlined whefgage 295) which show proposed expenditure of
we go from one monopoly situation to another. Therefore, w&1.493 million versus 1993-94 actual expenditure of only
believe that it would be in the best interests of the State tg162 000. Will the Minister explain the extent of the work
have a mixture of private pilots plus pilots engaged by theyroposed in that area?
department. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have been advised that last
Mr CAUDELL: The proposed expenditure on recreation-year the Marine and Harbors Agency not only spent $162 000
al jetties of $1.8 million is indicated in the Program Estimatesrom recurrent but also about $300 000 from capital. Notwith-
(page 295). What projects will these funds be allocated tostanding those sums of money, the total budget this year for
bearing in mind that in 1993-94 the previous Governmenthe West Lakes revetment is $1.49 million, which is about a
spent only $64 000 on maintenance of jetties? Has any of th&1 million increase. The former member for Albert Park was
funding been earmarked for the replacement of the Brightonot as successful as was the current member for Lee in
jetty? persuading the Government to do something about the huge
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Government has been problems that we inherited at West Lakes. The revetment (the
successful in getting $1.8 million for recreational jetties thissupport wall) enclosing the lake is falling apart. The estimate
financial year. That will be a very important funding boostfor its repair over a period of time is at least $14 million,
for an area that has been so neglected for so long, that is, théhich will have to be found at some stage to do this enor-
maintenance of our jetties. Members would recall that irmous repair and reconstruction job. We have decided that we
recent storms there has been substantial damage to both tinest proceed with this work to a total of $1.49 million this
Semaphore and Brighton, and Henley and Grange jettiegear, otherwise we will have claims for public liability and
That is because in recent years maintenance was not undée like—claims with which the Government does not wish
taken by the former Government. It is also due to the fact thato be confronted. We are making this very strong commit-
the Brighton jetty was more vulnerable because, of allment to this project, notwithstanding the very difficult
metropolitan jetties, it is considerably lower than the othersfinancial circumstances this Government inherited.
So we have $1.8 million to spend this financial year, | have been advised that the revetment work will be
$560 000 of that has been allocated to a joint funding projec$1.2 million this financial year. A further $290 000 will be
with Brighton. We have a unique deal that was positivelyspent by the agency on operating and general maintenance of
received by the media and the member for Hart, on behalf ahe West Lakes waterway, and that includes interest and
the Opposition in terms of our agreement with Telecom, thelepreciation payments, water quality monitoring and control,
Brighton council and the Government for the replacement ofnaintenance of the inlet and outlet gates and structures.
the Brighton jetty. Mrs GERAGHTY: | refer to the Financial Statement
When | was having discussions with local councils at thgpage 2.8), which states:

time, they wanted a working party to look at the involvement  pesign work is underway for stage two of the third arterial road
of and commitment by the Government in all other jettyfrom Darlington to Reynella.
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The transport media statement indicates start of work to be Mr ATKINSON: Barton Road has connected Hill Street,
in the second half of 1995. There has been no attempt in thgorth Adelaide, with Hawker Street, Bowden, for more than
1994-95 budget to vary established road construction antlO0 years. The Adelaide City Council purported to close it
expenditure patterns in preparation for this project. What isn November 1987 but neither sought nor obtained any
the source of funds for it? What other high priority projectsauthority to do so. The Adelaide City Council sent in the
will have to be forgone if Federal funding assistance is nobulldozers and road workers without any legal justification,
forthcoming? ripped up a public carriageway, shatched some extra parkland
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | clarify for the honourable ~for the works and constructed a narrow ‘S’ bend for the buses

member that there will be no Federal funding for this projectt© 90 through—some of this ‘S bend is on road reserve and
Federal funding today is confined to national highwaysSome of itis not. The Adelaide City Council sought to close
Whilst the south may wish to have a national highway forBarton Road under the Roads (Opening and Closing) Actin
Reynella and beyond, we would not be anticipating that and992-93, but was refused permission by the Surveyor-General
would not have the funds, nor would we have the authority2nd the Minister of Lands. _

to build such a road. In relation to the source of funds, the 1he Supreme Court, in the caseRiberts v. Howigruled
policy statement issued by the Liberal Party prior to the lasthat the closure was unlawful. Why has the Minister author-
election indicated $80 miilion over four years. I have sinceSed the installation of road signs at Barton Road, namely,
that time been approached by a large number of financiall© entry—buses excepted’ that have been ruled by the
groups—merchant banking groups, construction companieaUPreme Court to have no legal effect? Why does the
and also general banking groups (the big four as they arMinister want to fine motorists and cycllsts $75 Qach time
known)—which indicated that they would be very keen toth€y use Barton Road, a road that remains a public road on
participate in financing road infrastructure projects in Soutr{he deposited plan? And why does the Minister not exercise
Australia. They have also met with the CEO for the Depart Statutory duty to clear Barton Road of unlawful blockages
ment for Transport, Mr Payze. | indicated that the Governinstalled by the Adelaide City Council? , ,

ment would be very pleased if they wished to express an The Hon. Diana La_ldlaw: I have had d|§cu_55|ons with the
interest in this project after the consultant's report is releasefidelaide City Council and they are continuing.

on the final route for the project and once design work has Mr ATKINSON: To what end? _
begun on that route. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: To resolve the issue.

. . Mr ATKINSON: In what way?
There are a number of advantages in terms of seeking e o piana Laidlaw: | am discussing the issue with

private sector funds. | have indicated to each party that .ha[ﬁe Adelaide City Council because there are a variety of legal
come to see me that the Government would not entertain &)inions on this matter

direct toll levied on motorists or freight companies using the Mr ATKINSON: Does the Minister consider that. as a
roadway, that we would be looking at either a lease arrang orth Adelaide reéident and— '
ment or what is called a ‘shadow toll’ where the Governmen The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Lower North Adelaide
would pay per vehicle depending on the possible mass a sident ' '

weight of that vehicle or just the number of vehicles utilising ", A;I'KINSON: —as a sister-in-law of one of the

the road. originators of the closure, namely, Dr Armitage, she has a
Funds will be provided this year from the generalconflict of interest in handling this matter?

administration program within the Road Transport Agency, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No.

both for the consultants Rust PPK, who have been engaged The CHAIRMAN: What line does this refer to?

to look at the options for the alignment at Darlington and  Mr Caudell: Who was the Transport Minister then?

Reynella, and also for the design work, which will be  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That was an excellent

undertaken soon after the Government has made a decisigiierjection: who was the Minister for Transport? It was

on the consultant’s report, and that will be in the next couplgrobably the member for Giles, and if it was not the Minister

of months, at the latest. for Giles it was certainly the Hon. Barbara Wiese. It is yet

Ms HURLEY: | have a supplementary question becausénother issue that | have inherited from Labor. It could even
I do not think my first question was answered. The thrust ohave been the previous member for Spence, who was also
my question was that there was no attempt in this budget tMlinister of Transport. | think it is fantastic. The member for
prepare for payment of the work in the future. | am aware thaBpence has a pathetic history in terms of this roadway; |
there is some small allowance for preparation, but even if iknow it is a passion and it is an issue that—
is private sector/Government, the Government will have to Members interjecting:
outlay money either as a lease or a shadow toll. It still does The CHAIRMAN: Order!
not explain the source of the funds in the overall budget. ~ The Hon. Diana Laidlaw:—I| am discussing with the

; ; . ; : Adelaide City Council.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There is no need to provide for . - .
recurrent costs this year beyond the provision for the er1rt tATtlf'NSON'd D0(|es t?ﬁ; Minister believe the road
consultant’s work and the design work, because the road wiffught to be openea or closed:

. ‘e . . The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have an open mind.
not start until the end of 1995, which is next financial year. - .
I have indicated that even if it is midnight on 31 December Mr EVANS: | refer to page 303 of the Program Estimates

1995, work will commence on that project. Funds will be With regard to the Dukes Highway. | understand the depart-
provided for the project next financial year and that will bement has been involved in rehabilitation works on the Dukes

determined by what means of finance the Government finall ighway using recycled materials. Would the Minister please
nominates. laborate on that? . .
] The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am thrilled to see the success
Membership: that the department has enjoyed in recent times because of its
Mr Atkinson substituted for Ms Geraghty. continuous endeavours to work on environmental issues. The
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most recent evidence of the department’s success is the awardWe are also looking for an investment of some $300
it received a couple of months ago from the Institute ofmillion from the private sector. We would be anticipating, in
Engineers for the 1994 Engineering Excellence Awards in théhe proposal that the Government has developed to date, that
environment category. Our policy on transport has very heavthe railway would be owned and operated by the private
emphasis on the environment and recycling. sector. | have had discussions with Mr Neville Wran, who
I will explain some of the background to this project. chairs the Gateway to Asia Committee. My most recent
Rehabilitation of the original pavement constructed indiscussions, and those that | have had with other people who
1985-86 was required to correct deformation due to thdave canvassed this matter, suggest that it is looking favour-
failure of lower pavement layers. There was water pooling irable in terms of a positive recommendation for Federal
wheel path deformations; this was a hazard to high spee@overnment support for this Alice Springs/Darwin railway—
traffic, and, of course, there is high-speed traffic on the Dukethe missing link.
and Sturt Highways. Traditional rehabilitation methods were | understand that the Federal Government may see this as
rejected by the department because of the expected higtart of it is nationhood push, and sentiment may be strong as
maintenance effort, the short life of the treatment, thewe lead up to the centenary of Federation. At this stage it is
remoteness of the site for material supplies, and the disrupeoking stronger than it has for the past 80 years in terms of
tion to traffic. some Federal Government involvement in this project.
Successful trials of recycling by deep cement stabilisatiorCertainly, if Federal Government support is there, the State
were conducted on the Sturt Highway in June 1993, and th&overnment is more than willing to find the $100 million and
Dukes Highway in November and December 1993. Roadhonour its commitment.
works on the Dukes Highway commenced on 4 March 1994 Mr EVANS: On a similar note, in my final question on
and finished on 16 April 1994, the same line in the Program Estimates | note that a further
The use of this rehabilitation method minimised traffic target is to contribute to Federal-State negotiations in relation
disruption during construction, and the highway was openetb railway matters. What steps are being taken to ensure that
to traffic full width each night, with only a 60 kilometre speed services will continue on the Mallee and Mt Gambier branch
restriction. The 60 kilometre section was completed thredines?
days ahead of schedule. In perfecting this technique of road The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This is a very difficult
recycling, the agency constructs a new road surface bguestion and issue. Since we sold our railways back in 1975,
digging up what already exists as the road and strengthensthie State has been handicapped in terms of the input that it
by adding a small quantity of cement. It is much more coshas been able to have at the Federal level for the operation of
effective, and it also means that we do not have to becomany country lines. The decisions have been essentially made
involved in quarrying, crushing, transporting and laying ofby AN and the Federal Government, although under the terms
new road material, which is expensive and consumesf the transfer agreement the State Government does have a
considerable energy and natural resources. right to say ‘No’ or, if there is disagreement, to go to
Taking into account not only the limitations imposed onarbitration. The last arbitration that South Australia actually
other motorists using the road but also the successes in ne@bn was initiated by the Hon. Mr Blevins. The sadness of
having to quarry new material and the utilisation of existingthat win, however, is that the win was so rare that it gave it
materials, one can only applaud the department, which, iaway so lightly.
association with Pavement Technology Limited, has used this Mr CAUDELL: As usual.
initiative so well and with such success. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Perhaps that is right: that it is
I should also advise that by doing it this way we believeas usual. | am not as familiar with his practices in the other
that in similar exercises we can get twice the length of a newlace as | was when he was a member of this place. It was
road for the same cost. So, there is a big cost factor also atrare to win an arbitration against the Federal Government. We
time when the Dukes and Sturt Highways are receiving th&on in terms of the reinstatement of the passenger service
benefit of Federal funds, which are decreasing in botlirom Adelaide to Mt Gambier, yet that leverage that we had
maintenance and construction terms. If we can get, by thigas given away so lightly when the Federal Government
new method, double the length for the same cost, we will b&vanted us to agree as a State to the standardisation of the
able to extend those funds for the benefit of more Soutidelaide-Melbourne line. We are still seeing the repercus-
Australians. sions of that almost cave-in to the Federal Government in
Mr EVANS: On page 307 of Program Estimates | noteterms of SteamRanger and how difficult it is to get money for
that one of the targets is to represent the State on variodbat project also.
national working groups. In that context, what steps willbe AN has put in a business plan to the Federal Minister
taken to bring to fruition the Alice Springs to Darwin aboutthe branch lines and has recommended that the Tailem
railway? Bend to Loxton and Tailem Bend to Pinnaroo lines be
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This is an important initiative  standardised and the Mintaro South to Apamurra branch line
for South Australia and one that has the unqualified suppo#lso be converted to standard gauge. The line from Wolseley
of the State Government. We announced prior to the lagb Mt Gambier is more marginal in the estimation of AN.
election that we were prepared to spend $100 million towards | understand that the Federal Government will be receiv-
the cost of building this railway. At that time the Northern ing from the Bureau of Transport Economics an assessment
Territory Government indicated that it would spend $1000f AN’s business plan in the next month. We would certainly
million. Itis a $1 billion project, on the latest cost estimates,as a State be pushing strongly. In recent correspondence |
so it is important to find some funds from the Federalhave pushed (and will continue to push) the standardisation
Government—funds which would finally see it honour aof the lines from Tailem Bend to Loxton, Tailem Bend to
commitment made to this State in 1911 when the railway wa®innaroo and Mintaro South to Apamurra.
given to the State. We have been waiting for repayment of In terms of the Wolseley line to Mt Gambier, it is more
our infrastructure costs and investments since that time. difficult to argue that it be standardised on the basis of the
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amount of traffic generated and revenue received by AN. One The CHAIRMAN: No.
has to be very suspicious about AN's practices in thisregard The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Right, | won't.
because, as we have known in the past when it does not want The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: There’s a smell about it.
to operate a service, it deliberately runs down that service, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There is no favoured relation-
making it much less attractive for anybody to use the line. ship with Mr Peneley or Kangaroo Island Sealink. Our terms
The State Government is funding a consultancy for shortef relationship in this regard are exactly the same as those
haul rail transport, and is supporting the South-East Regionalegotiated by the former Government; we have inherited
Development Board, local councils and Rail 2000 in thisthose arrangements. Mr Peneley would like various changes
project because, if the line is not standardised, we may b® wharfage charges. The former Government did not oblige
able to support a short-haul broad gauge operation. That wotkere and this Government has not either. As | said, the terms
is being investigated presently. | am always a bit suspiciouare exactly the same as those we inherited. So, if there is a
of AN and its operations when it wishes to close down a linesmell about this it is one you initiated. If there is any smell,
because, so often, as we have seen in the past with passenigés coming from the terms that you negotiated with that
services, it has deliberately run down those services to giveompany.
it the reason for applying for the closure. In terms of the Cowell-Wallaroo service, the proponents
Mr EVANS: With regard to the consultancy work that the have approached the Government for assistance in obtaining
Minister mentioned late in her answer, what is the time lines5 million debt funding. The Industry Development Commit-
for them to come back to her? tee is currently investigating the financial options. | under-
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We have sought that by the stand that the committee is doing so having had the matter
end of the year. There is some urgency because of the Bureegferred to it by the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing,
of Transport Economics’ report and the Federal MinisteiSmall Business and Regional Development and Infrastruc-
making a decision on that report about the future of AN.ture, and almost everything else but transport, the arts and
When | last spoke to the Federal Minister, Mr Brereton, hevomen.
was more interested in privatisation of airports and ANL than | will just talk a little about these port charges in relation
he was the branch lines of South Australian railways. Heo the Cowell-Wallaroo service, because they are the matters
indicated that he would be addressing the issue towards ttea which the honourable member wanted information. |
end of the year. | think the study is timed to coincide with anyadvise that in June 1991, the directors of Gulf Link Pty Ltd
decision that he would be making, but | will get confirmation presented to the Government a pre-feasibility report—that is,
on that. the former Labor Government—for a proposed $34 million
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: While we are talking high-speed vehicular ferry service across Spencer Gulf. In
about marine transport, | raise the question of the WallarooSeptember 1992, a submission relating to port charges was
Cowell ferry—or the Cowell-Wallaroo ferry, which is the received. The financial models prepared by the developer had
way | look at it. These people do not appear to have the sangeceiling of $111 000 annual port charges. The position put
influence on the Liberal Party as Mr Peneley. | am not quitdy the Marine and Harbors Agency by the then Minister—
sure what they have done to the Liberal Party, but they areere you Minister then Mr Blevins?
certainly not favoured by that Party in the same way as Mr The Hon. Frank Blevins: | have never been Minister of
Peneley and the Malaysians. However, they have put togethbfarine.
a project. What advice has been provided by the Marine and The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It may have been Mr Gregory
Harbors Agency in relation to the project and can the Ministeor, otherwise, Minister Wiese. So, at the time when Mr
indicate any outcomes in relation to the development of porGregory or Ms Wiese was Minister, the proposition put to the
facilities and determination of port charges or any otheMarine and Harbors Agency was that an annual fee be
relevant fees? Would the Minister let me have—not nowgstablished based on a commercial valuation of the seabed
obviously—copies of all briefing papers, assessments madand shore-side facilities. Separately, a navigation services
port charges and so on? charge would be payable, as well as payment of any pilotage
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | take exception to the fees being required at Wallaroo. Values would depend on
offensive remarks that the honourable member has made raluation of the sites and the gross tonnage of the vessels to
introducing his question. The Government has no favouretde used. A lease agreement would be negotiated once
relationship with any operator in this State. In terms of theapproval plans were received. The previous Government
situation that the honourable member was talking abouagreed to waive the lease charges in the start-up phase of the
relating to Mr Peneley and the Kangaroo Island Sealinlproject and to charge only 50 per cent in the first year of
group, we are operating at the current time under the san@peration; thereafter, full charges were to apply. The project
terms as were negotiated by the former Government with Mis still in the planning approval stage and it is expected that
Peneley: there has been no alteration by this Government &rmal lease negotiations will commence once the outcome
any of those terms. If we are accused of favouring friend®f the planning process is known.
then we are no more favouring those friends than the former The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Will the Minister make
Government favoured that company and that individual. Iravailable all the paperwork and briefing papers about the way

respect of the Cowell-Wallaroo service— these things were dealt with?

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: That's not what everyone The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Whatever is available, 1 will
thinks. provide.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It may not be what everyone The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Atwhat stage is the sale
thinks, but it is the fact. It is just amazing how you— of the boat loading plant?

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Let the Minister explain, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Liberal Party has a policy
please. The Minister has the floor. of sale of the bulk loading plants. | understand that discus-

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You don't want me to talk sions were undertaken by the former Government as part of
about him in the gutter? a budget that you, Mr Blevins, brought down for the sale of
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these plants. Valuations have been undertaken on all the Mrs PENFOLD: Has the joint review of the potential for
facilities. South Australia, as | recall, is the only State in theamalgamating marine safety and fishing industry inspectorial
nation where the harbour authority owns the bulk loadingservices been completed yet? If so, what are the outcomes?
plant—the plant between the silos and the vessel itself. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, it has not been completed.
So, I was surprised when the former Government indicatThe CEO of the Department of Transport has advised me that
ed that it would be interested in selling this. The Liberalhe is expecting a report by the end of September.
Party, as | said, has a policy to sell. The task force that | set Mrs PENFOLD: In relation to Marine and Harbors, the
up prior to the establishment of the Ports Corporation haaudited financial statements indicate a commercial profit of
looked at the bulk loading plants and believes that there i$9.3 million for 1993-94. How did that compare with the
good reason to retain them, so | need to discuss this mattexpectation and what were the reasons for any difference?
with the Treasurer and the Asset Management Task Force. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The audited financial state-
The recommendation not to sell came from the task forcenents indicated a commercial profit, as the honourable
looking at the establishment of the corporation, and thainember has said, of $9.32 million for 1993-94. This is an
report from the task force is now being referred to the Portémprovement of $2.7 million compared to the original
Corporation for assessment. It may endorse or it may negakidgeted profit of $6.6 million. This was achieved with
that recommendation. increased income of $3.8 million compared to budget, despite
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Has the policy changed? real reductions in prices. Cargo throughput increased in all
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, Liberal Party policy South Australian ports, mainly due to increased exports.
remains the same, unless there is reason to ask the PartyGgain throughput was the major contributor with tonnages
review it. It is in the hands of the Ports Corporation now inbeing much higher than expected. Other commodities with
the sense that it will assess and make a recommendation @ncreased throughput were ores and concentrates, limestone,
the task force report. | will receive that report, discuss it withgypsum, and iron and steel products. There was also an
the Asset Management Task Force, the Treasurer, Cabinecreased number of containers and ship calls at the Adelaide
and my colleagues. So, no decision has been made. container terminal, which saw the number of full and empty
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Will the Minister obtain  containers surpass 60 000 TEUs for the first time. This is a
the number and nature of incidents and marine casualties thagry significant development in the State’s maritime history.
occurred over the past 12 months, how many of these

incidents involved the spillage of oil or other noxious [Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]
substances and what action, if any, the Government has taken
against the companies responsible for such spills? Membership:

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will obtain that information, Mr Atkinson substituted for Mrs Geraghty.
as requested. . )

Mrs PENFOLD: The program description for regional Additional Departmental Advisers:

port services, page 317, states that annual variation in grain Mr K. Benger, General Manager, TransAdelaide.
volumes will significantly affect Marine and Harbors’  Mr W. Fairlie, Manager, Corporate Treasury.

financial performance. What is the likely impact of this year's  Mr R. Seaman, Acting Group Manager, Strategic Services.
worsening grain harvest outlook? Mr A. Gargett, Acting Chief Executive Officer, Passenger

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The grain harvest outlook is Transport Board.
poor, which of course will affect the Ports Corporation. The  Mr P. Tregowith, Accreditation, PTB.

Marine and Harbors Agency prepares annual grain revenue Mr J. Damin, Financial, PTB.

forecasts in consultation with the grain boards and the Mr T. Wilson, Service Planning, PTB.

Department of Primary Industry. These forecasts reflect

optimistic, expected and pessimistic positions. In 1994-95the The CHAIRMAN: Does the Minister wish to make a
expected export forecast is 3.95 million tonnes, equivalent tstatement?

$12.8 million to Marine and Harbors revenue and incor- The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have two opening statements.
porated in the budget. The pessimistic forecast is 2.6 millioffrirst, in relation to the Passenger Transport Board, it is an
tonnes, equivalent to $9.5 million to Marine and Harborsimportant new body which has been established by
revenue, a reduction of $3.3 million. This revenue is bothParliament to fulfil the Government's commitment to
ship and cargo based. improve the delivery of passenger transport in South

For 1994-95 harvest predictions are 3.3 million tonnesAustralia. The Passenger Transport Act was passed in May
with exports of 3.9 million tonnes, which includes previousand the board, chaired by Mr Michael Wilson, was estab-
harvest carry-overs. At this stage these forecasts remalished on 1 July. There will be three major reform thrusts to
unchanged and the position will not firm up until Novemberthe board’s work in its first year of operation. The first is to
or December. The drought in the eastern States is resultirgstablish the new accreditation procedures and processes for
in interstate shipments of carry-over grain, which is maintaindrivers, operators and centralised booking services. The
ing our revenue base for 1994-95, which is good news. Iisecond is to develop contracting methods and to call the first
addition, northern hemisphere crop production is poor due ttenders for regular passenger services in the metropolitan
unfavourable climatic conditions in major growing areas.area. The third is to establish and staff the board itself, with
This increases Australian grain export marketing prospectgrogressive transfer of functions and personnel from other
provided that our harvest is successful. agencies during the year.

The impact of the 1993-94 grain carry-over is to assist The board has moved quickly to implement the new
Marine and Harbors Agency (shortly to be Ports Corporationpccreditation requirements of the Passenger Transport Act.
revenue prospects for 1994-95. The Marine and Harbork is working with the Motor Registration Section of the
Agency and the Ports Corporation are likely again to be mor®epartment of Transport to establish administration arrange-
reliant on only the annual harvest in 1995-96. ments, which will minimise cost and inconvenience to those
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subject to the accreditation. Consistent with the Governbe phased in over five years. The allocation to TransAdelaide
ment's policy, accreditation aims to ensure that thosdor this year has been reduced by $12.2 million, including
providing passenger transport services are fit and proper 87 million in savings, as we move towards competitive
do so. The board is also preparing for the calling of tendertendering and a further $2.2 million in savings to offset new
for the provision of public transport in Adelaide. Under the services introduced in 1993 by the previous Government.
terms of the Passenger Transport Act this cannot be done In addition, the Passenger Transport Board receives that
before 1 March 1995 except where TransAdelaide relinquishproportion of the former Office of Transport Policy and
es the services or if a new service is introduced. In thé’lanning budget which was devoted to passenger transport
meantime, two school services have been relinquished byatters. This amounts to $3.7 million and includes the
TransAdelaide. As pilots, tenders have been called for thegegulation of passenger transport services, the administration
services as well as the Aldinga to Noarlunga serviceof the transport subsidy scheme and payments for country
Contracts will be let later this calendar year. town buses. The finances of the former Metropolitan Taxi-

There are many matters that need to be dealt with in th€ab Board were conducted on a cost recovery basis. The new
period leading up to the tendering of services: for exampleaccreditation arrangements under the Passenger Transport
the division of the former State Transport Authority’s Board will be conducted in a similar way. As a very new
responsibility between the Passenger Transport Board armiganisation, the Passenger Transport Board does not yet
TransAdelaide and the transfer of public transport assets toave a formal staff. Personnel working with the board at
the Department of Transport are issues that are beingresent are on secondment from the Department of Transport
addressed. Also, the board is working to establish alr TransAdelaide.
integrated information and ticketing service. It is important In respect to TransAdelaide, | provide the following
that the integrated services which the public enjoyed with thetatement. The Government plans to create a new era of
State Transport Authority and which they enjoy now with public transport in Adelaide, an era characterised by new
TransAdelaide are maintained within a future multi-operatoservices and increased patronage. The former State Transport
environment. Authority (STA) had control over both service planning and

The proposed allocation for the Passenger Transpogrovision. The new TransAdelaide is no longer involved in
Board this year is $148.7 million. In addition, it is anticipated service planning. TransAdelaide will now concentrate all its
that the board will have an income of $66.5 million, almostefforts on the provision of quality services.
all of which will consist of ticket revenue and concession However, as from March 1995, it does have to face
payments from other budget areas. The $148.7 milliorcompetition, as the Passenger Transport Act provides for
allocated is made up of: $140.322 million subsidy from ex-50 per cent of services in Adelaide to be tendered from this
State Transport Authority functions transferred todate. Competitive tendering will reduce the cost of subsidis-
TransAdelaide; $4.622 million from ex-State Transporting public transport for the Government and taxpayers while
Authority functions to be transferred to the Passengemaintaining an integrated public transport system. Competi-
Transport Board; and $3.735 million from ex-Office of tive tendering is also to encourage a new competitive spirit
Transport Policy and Planning functions transferred to themong people who work in every area of TransAdelaide’s
Passenger Transport Board. operations. However, before we look to the future, | wish to

The vast majority of the Passenger Transport Board’'siote some of the achievements by the State Transport
expenditure consists of recurrent payments formerly madAuthority in the 1993-94 financial year.
direct to the State Transport Authority. As members willbe 1. Major service changes were implemented in the
aware, TransAdelaide’s future sources of funding will benorthern and southern areas in November 1993, although |
contracts awarded by the Passenger Transport Board. Thete that the former Government approved of these services
division of the former State Transport Authority’s responsi-on the basis that service reductions would be required to fund
bilities between the Passenger Transport Board anthe expansion inthese areas.

TransAdelaide are not yet complete. The costs transferredto 2. The responsibility for policing public transport was
the Passenger Transport Board to date are only those costansferred to the South Australian Police Department in
and functions initially required to establish the Passengetanuary 1994. Already this action has improved public
Transport Board and some of the costs relating to théransport safety, with arrests and reports tripling over the past
ticketing and public information systems. eight months.

During the year there will be budget adjustments between 3. From early 1994, ticket vending machines have been
TransAdelaide and the Passenger Transport Board frointroduced into railcars to complement existing off board
within the total Passenger Transport Board allocation, asales outlets and overcome the difficulties that some passen-
further functions and costs are defined and transferrediers have had in obtaining tickets on railcars as a result of the
During the year there will also be significant asset transferqolicies implemented by the previous Government.
including the busway, bus and depots and the ticketing 4. The creation of a new organisational structure for
system between TransAdelaide, the Passenger TranspdransAdelaide has seen planning staff move to the Passenger
Board and the Department of Transport. This will alsoTransport Board and support functions reviewed to improve
involve significant budget transfers between these agencieBA's competitive position. Senior management numbers have

The Government is determined that TransAdelaide shouldeen reduced by 50 per cent and overhead costs have
be given every opportunity to adapt itself to the futureplummeted.
competitive environment in which it will have to operateand | wish to thank all employees of the STA (now
so has moved quickly to establish the new financial relationTransAdelaide) for their cooperation and professional
ships. The Government anticipates that when serviceapproach to work assignments during this transition period.
formerly provided by the State Transport Authority have beet am confident that the new Chief Executive Officer,
fully tendered out from March 1997 there will be a saving toMr Kevin Benger who, as | indicated, was approved by
the taxpayer of some $34 million annually. These savings wilExecutive Council today, will prime TransAdelaide to excel
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in the future both in terms of service delivery and competitiveunder award conditions with regard to driver only operation.
tendering. The financial result for 1994 was in line with We would not want that person distracted unreasonably by
budget forecasts, although fare revenue was below expectather factors. Certainly, they are asked to remain at their
tions by $800 000. The capital borrowings were below budgeposition in case of trouble and simply alert the police to come
by $2.3 million. This resulted in the overall net draw beingto their aid. Of course, they leave their position if a person
below budget. The Government believes that the operatingith disability wishes to enter a train.
subsidy for TransAdelaide is too high and has immediately Based on strong public opinion, the Government believes
taken action to rectify the position. Initiatives have been takewery strongly that we must introduce more officers on trains.
to reduce the fraud in the system. This should be done in ari/e do not wish to reintroduce the guard as applied in the
case, and certainly it is an issue that has been raised with npast. The former Government got rid of that position. We are
by operators time and again. More will be done. not reinstating that position as such: we are expanding that
Overheads, including motor vehicles, management levelsple in terms of passenger service. As | indicated, we will be
maintenance levels and other corporate functions, have beemdelling this role on what happens in Perth. | understand
reviewed and adjustments have been made in line with be#tat senior officers in TransAdelaide, together with officials
practice. Employees at all levels have been given an oppoof the Public Transport Union, visited Perth recently. The
tunity to have their input into improving services, work report | received is glowing in terms of the role of passenger
practices and ways of promoting public transport. Thisservice staff on trains. If we can repeat just a little of the
involvement, which had been ignored previously, will alsosuccess that Perth has had with this position, we will be
be further encouraged. Non-core activities have beenrerving South Australians well and public transport particu-
progressively transferred to other organisations so thdarly well.
TransAdelaide can concentrate on its core business. The As | indicated, their role is to assist customers with any
Government is fully supportive of a strong customer driverticketing and information needs that they may have, to check
TransAdelaide which can tender and win services in théhe validation of tickets, to assist special needs people, people
future. with disabilities and other mobility problems, to board and
The Government faces a difficult task in rectifying the lossalight safely, and help to deter vandalism or other unaccept-
of customers using public transport and an unsustainablable behaviour simply by having another set of official eyes
deficit. The budget deficit for TransAdelaide in 1994 isand presence there.
$140.3 million as compared to $146.3 million in 1993-94;  None of us—the police, TransAdelaide management, the
therefore, that is a reduction of $6 million. Savings measuresnion or |—want to see these officers get involved in an
of $12.2 million have been incorporated in the budget bubfficial security role other than their presence being a
these have been partially offset by increased interest costs déterrent to vandalism. One of the important elements of this
$5.5 million on outstanding loans. | am confident that thenew system is that the officers will be stationed on an
measures the Government has initiated since December widhgoing basis at one station and will be working one line, so
provide the people of South Australia with a more efficientthey will get to know the people who board and alight. That
and effective integrated public transport system in the futurds a very important part not only of the deterrent work but
Mr ATKINSON: | refer to Program Estimates also the customer service work that they will do.
(page 345), Public Transport Services 1994-95. One of its Mr ATKINSON: Are these officers to be TransAdelaide
specific targets/objectives is to introduce customer servicemployees or will they be recruited from elsewhere in the
officers onto the rail system. In the Minister’s press releas@ublic Service? What is the estimated full year recurrent cost
of 6July this year, which announced the advent ofof the initiative?
60 customer service staff to guard, check and assist transport The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: An amount of $2.3 million is
customers, the Minister detailed the duties of these officerthe estimated recurrent cost for a full year. They will be
In addition to the customer service focus of providingrecruited from within TransAdelaide and elsewhere. We still
information and assistance, their duties will include curbinghave 29 guards engaged by TransAdelaide. Some of those
unacceptable behaviour. In other words, the officer would befficers may wish to apply for these positions, with training.
a combined salesman-cum-public relations expert-cum- Mr ATKINSON: Elsewhere in the Public Service?
security guard. Given the recent debate regarding the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Thatis as | understand it, yes.
inadequacy of transit officer powers, which has seen this rol&verybody within TransAdelaide is usefully engaged now.
taken over by the South Australian police, what powers willThey may wish to apply for these positions. | know that there
customer service officers have that will make them trulyhave been such applications from within TransAdelaide.
effective in curbing unruly behaviour? Despite promises oBecause of the positive role that this position will have, many
special training, is the Minister comfortable with the notion people want to participate.
that staff whose primary expertise is public relations willbe  Mr ATKINSON: The Opposition has correspondence
regularly required to place themselves at risk? which suggests that the first TransAdelaide heard of the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: One of the important initia- Government’s intention not to proceed with the RADV
tives that the Government has taken is the announcement thaintract (which | believe is the radio assisted driver video
we will be engaging 60 what | call passenger service staff tsurveillance contract) was via the newspaper. Subsequently
work on rail. We have learnt from the example of Perth howthe implications of breaching this contract, which is worth
effective these passenger service staff are in providin§4.142 million in 1992 dollars, have had to be assessed and
customer service but also in stemming unruly behaviour byhe matter has been referred to Crown Law. Did the Minister
their very presence—not by their actions but by their veryseek legal advice before announcing that the contract would
presence. There is no human element on trains now followingot proceed? Does she now have Crown Law advice as to the
the former Government’s decision to get rid of guards. Therémplications of breaking this contract? What is the advice and
is no other paid human face in terms of TransAdelaidevhat cost penalties is the Government likely to incur as a
officers other than the driver. The driver has a responsibilityesult of the Minister’s decision?
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The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Cabinet has agreed that the termination of that contract. There is no specific quantum
railcar drivers assistance video system contract be terminatedietermined at this stage by Crown Law.
The RDAV is not the radio assisted video system but railcar Mr ATKINSON: So, there are no liquidated damages in
drivers assistance video system. | think that after the laghe contract you made with them?
Estimates Committee hearing when the Hon. Barbara Wiese Mr Benger: There are liquidated damages in the contract
was Minister that the contract was signed. It was part of théut that is an avenue that TransAdelaide was pursuing
former Government’s 20 principal station program. As loriginally because of the non-delivery of the tendered
recall, the STA board at the time initially wanted this RDAV specification.
on every station, that is, 83 stations, butit was pulled backto Mr ATKINSON: What are the liquidated damages in the
20. The contract was let to Vision Systems Pty Ltd. contract on the vendor’s side? What will the vendor say
The STA, now TransAdelaide, has had great difficulty inTransAdelaide owes him because of what he will claim is
getting the company to meet its contractual obligations iryour breach of the contract?
terms of delivery of the system because the company itself The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The General Manager’s
has had difficulty getting the appropriate authority to use theonclusion is the same as mine: if it was before the courts it
licence for it and in turn to meet its obligations to the would be most unwise to speculate on the sum, but | can
Government. assure you that Cabinet took that sum into account in
We have sought legal advice all along in relation to thisconfirming this decision.
system and our contractual obligations. We have resolved, on Mr ATKINSON: Mr Benger said that there were
amore thorough look at the implications of this system, thafiquidated damages, which means that a clause of the contract
if we provide this RDAV system at 20 stations one has tacontains a sum which TransAdelaide agrees to pay if it does
question the future of the 63 other stations on the system.fot go ahead with the order. That is the meaning of liquidated
am sure the member for Spence would not be keen for thgamages. | presume that the matter is not yet before the
smaller stations in his electorate to be closed because th@urts in that there is not yet a hearing, so it is simply a
former Government did not provide RDAV security systemsmatter of telling us what is in that clause.
at any of them. Perhaps | am wrong in my assessment, but | The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | do not want to make an issue
suspect that I am not. of it because itis not an issue in the sense that it is a political
It was our conclusion that either we would end up closingor a contractual issue. The sum is approximately $500 000.
63 railway stations (or a large number of those) or, alternaas | said, that was taken into account by Cabinet at the time.
tively, we would have to provide RDAV systems on all Notwithstanding that sum and the cancellation of the contract,
stations. The estimated cost of that was $9.93 million, whicRye will still come out in front every year, other than this year,
was well above the $3.8 million that the former Governmenin terms of the recurrent costs of the passenger service staff.
had agreed to for this system. That is ultimately our objective, not only in recurrent terms
A very important consideration by the Government in thisput also to provide a safer rail system that people want to use.
matter was the receipt of a report by a Mr Vassey, who works wmr ATKINSON: | wrote to the Minister on 30 June

as head of the Occupational Health and Safety Sectionin thgyg4, a letter, alas, to which you have not had time to reply.
Department for Industrial Affairs. He was engaged then byas it is a short letter, | will read it. My letter states:

the STAto look atthis driver only operation a’?d the occupa- As you know | am the only politician in South Australia who
tional health and safety factors. Representatives of the tra@es not drive a motor vehicle and uses public transport every day.
union and the public transport union spoke with Mr Vasseyl keep in a plastic folder the timetables for all STA services and |
e oo o o e o el oot ST bsas, s o . s s i
concerns, especially the benefits of the RDAV system. | cagome interest ¥hat | read in a passenger brieflfyards
provide for members a copy of that report, and the referencégansadelaide
to the union submission in it. The report indicated that it Wait for it! From Monday 4 July 1994 a new era will emerge
would be in everybody'’s interests at this time to terminate the in passenger transportin the form of TransAdelaide. . . However,
contract, particularly if a proposal for additional staff was it's important to remember none of our bus, tram, train or
adopted. As indicated earlier, the additional staff are in the Busway services will be changed in any way.
form of the passenger service staff. Mr Caudell: Mr Chairman, could we have a copy of the
Mr ATKINSON: Did the Minister seek legal advice letter?
about the consequences of breaching the contract before sheThe CHAIRMAN: Yes, when the honourable member
announced it to the press? Did the Minister tellhas finished.
TransAdelaide of Cabinet's decision before she announced Mr ATKINSON: My letter continued:
it to the press? Can you assure me that | will not need to change any of my
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As | recall, TransAdelaide timetables and that no services will change? If some services are to
made the recommendation to me after receipt of the Vasséye dropped or changed, would you please tell me which ones?
report, and my recommendation, in the light of my wish toCould the Minister now reply to that correspondence, which
have these extra officers and the implications of the RDAMs almost three months old?
system, was that we terminate that contract. | understand that The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have replied. | recall signing
legal considerations were taken into account. | have just haitlsome time ago. The new timetables provided a new printed
that confirmed. format but they did not reflect changes to the routes and times
Mr ATKINSON: What are the cost penalties? at that stage. We will be looking at that when we contract out
Mr Benger: The RDAV is quite a complex matter services from 1 March and thereafter. | replied to the
because the company was not able to provide the system hsnourable member ages ago, because | remember being
originally tendered, so we sought legal advice at that timepleased that he had actually taken an interest in the time-
We have a claim against the company and naturally thagbles. In fact, he was not the only member to do so, but |
company will make a claim against TransAdelaide forrecall being pleased with him at the time.
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Mrs PENFOLD: | refer to page 347 of the Program equipment malfunction for the whole fleet is lower than that
Estimates regarding the ticketing system. What steps havapecified by the systems manufacturer, Crouzet, as a
been taken to reduce fare evasion and protect revenue? performance criteria. Magnetic damage is the main cause of

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Fare evasion is a major issue ticket failure, representing approximately 46 per cent of ticket
for TransAdelaide and for taxpayers generally. The mainefunds, which is high. This type of damage is caused by
causes of revenue loss are fare evasion, ticket validatanagnetic hand bag clasps, fridge magnets, security cards and
malfunction, and damaged or faulty tickets. Data collecteather devices. Physical damage of the tickets accounts for 7
over the past 12 months by revenue protection teams and fiefgercent of ticket failure. | recall when the Hon. Mr Blevins
supervisors carrying out regular ticket inspections revealedas Minister of Transport that | asked a similar question of
that fare evasion on buses consisted of no fare or failure thim at that time. It has been an option for us to have these
validate .2 per cent, and ticket irregularities amounting to 2.3ickets made in France and imported. We have, however,
per cent, which consisted of concession fare without propetontinued to use, as did the former Government, the
entitlement and overriding. Fare evasion on trains is highefustralian manufacturer and we are continuing to work
and varies depending on the time of day. through these difficulties with that manufacturer.

For example, our estimate is that during the peak period The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: It has taken a long time—
fare evasion amounts to 2.5 per cent, whereas | am advisdldey have had a fair go.
that during the non-peak period fare evasion is 6 per cent. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, it has taken a long time
However, independent checks have shown that fare evasi@md they have had a fair go. We still encounter difficulties.
is in the vicinity of 15 per cent on trains when revenueMore and more in this area we must reinforce the fact that
protection teams are not present. That is enormous artitket damage caused by magnetic handbag clasps, fridge
unacceptable. Also, on some occasions during the off-peakagnets, security cards and other devices means that people
period, particularly at night and when passengers travel frormust be careful where they keep their tickets. Validator
suburban station to suburban station on selected services, timachine faults account for approximately 23 per cent of
level of fare evasion on trains is up to 20 per cent. Howevetrticket failures and 18 percent of tickets have no fault when
this percentage relates to the relatively small number opresented for exchange. | am not sure why they are presented
passengers travelling on these trains. in such circumstances. The remaining 6 per cent failed for a

| return to the point about concession fares without propevariety of reasons, with physical damage the main cause. As
entitlement. | have seen it myself and it has certainly beehindicated earlier, when we are looking at TransAdelaide
reported to me by people working in TransAdelaide. Whilebeing cost effective, bench marking, changes to rosters,
people might be buying a ticket and validating their ticketadditions, and the like, itis critical that we maximise our fare
they buy a ticket of the wrong value. | have seen this, and itevenue and | am not prepared to see the issue of fare evasion
has again been reported to me, that adults will ask a studeaontinue to run as rife as it is presently and further action will
to buy a concession ticket and then the adult will validate thée taken to address this problem.
concession ticket. People are buying and validating a ticket Mrs PENFOLD: | refer to page 347 of the Program
but the fare is not for the proper requirement. Estimates. In relation to security, what steps are being taken

The current arrangement to manage fare evasion on traimg protect drivers and passengers, in particular from objects
involves six revenue protection teams. In addition to beinghrown at vehicles?
responsible for detecting fraud the role of the team is to The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The question is one that has
educate fare avoiders and change their attitude and behavidaxed me, TransAdelaide, the police, the public and operators.
from one of abusing the system to feeling responsible for th&he general conclusion is that rock throwing has become
services they use. The decision to put customer or passengapre popular because the police and TransAdelaide have
service officers on trains will support the work of the revenuebeen so successful with video cameras on board trains and
protection teams and further assist in reducing fare evasiobuses—an initiative taken by the former Government to try
| believe, by quite a considerable amount. to stem the rampant vandalism within buses and trains at that

In addition, we will be implementing ticket blitzes in time. So, the video cameras definitely have been effective on
future which we know, from experience in New South Waledrains and in buses, although | do not deny that we still have
and Victoria, are effective. The new regulations under theandom difficulties.

Passenger Transport Act have raised the transport infringe- The more efficient and effective we become with the use
ment notice fine from $50 to $100 for ticketing offences. Thisof those video cameras, and the fact that the police have been
will provide a greater deterrence for fare evasion, althougiso successful with arrests and reports over recent months
there is some speculation that we should be increasing tisince January when they took over sole responsibility for
fine from $100 to $1 000, as | understand applies on theolicing the system), means that some people who hold a
London underground system where there is little fare evasiomrudge against TransAdelaide, or have just too much energy
It is something | am prepared to contemplate. To enable radnd do not no what to do with it, are now looking at other
passengers to purchase tickets on board, ticket vendingays to have ‘fun’. The victim of that fun at this stage
machines are being installed on all railcars. As at 23 Augusippears to be TransAdelaide with the throwing of objects,
machines have been installed on board 34 railcars. Alilthough it is not new as | recall asking questions on this
machines will be installed by October 1994. These machinematter of the former Minister, the Hon. Barbara Wiese, some
are being made in South Australia. 18 months ago.

Revenue loss is also caused by validator malfunctions on There was a stop work meeting at Lonsdale bus depot on
railcars. This problem is being addressed by a small group & September, attended by some 100 members of the PTU or
employees who carry out morning and afternoon validatol00 TransAdelaide employees out of a total employee
checks. Action taken by this group in promptly attending tonumber of 132. That meeting resolved the following: that all
validator problems has both reduced the number of failurewindows on all TransAdelaide buses be fitted with Sola Seal;
and minimised the revenue loss. The average level of tickehat all TransAdelaide buses be progressively fitted with
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operator security screens; that all new buses have improvesthould be such an onerous procedure in relation to public
or upgraded safety standards, including high impact resistaiiansport. That is one matter that | will be exploring with the
operator and passenger windows, as agreed to by the PubAd¢torney-General and the Minister for Emergency Services.
Transport Union; and that the Minister of Transport, inThe letter continues:

conjunction with other relevant bodies and in consultation |n the longer term, | maintain that more initiatives have to be
with the PTU officers, set up and progress initiatives totaken to channel the energies of vandals into other more positive
address these concerns held by operators and passengergvgnues of activity. Accordingly, | plan to arrange a meeting of

: ; ; U representatives of local councils, youth groups, schools, churches
relation 1o their security, which is currently of the UtmOStand the Crime Prevention Unit, initially in the southern metropolitan

concern. ) ~ area, to develop positive projects to combat vandalism.

The union sought to meet with me promptly and | obliged.) .o, 2iny would love to see the programs that have been in
We met last Friday with representatives of TransAdelaide anfl,» e at Ascot Park Primary School in relation to gymnas-
the Transit Squad related to the South Australian police. W, cs. Ifwe could possibly implement more of those programs
g'rfcluzsgid tzmgglrea?;?zg nﬂ;;;egj' t:)":g:g ;?sl\l/lerttctjerroivsrllri] would be sensational. The Principal of Ascot Park Primary
stated: P P ’ hool has told me that, rather than having a poor image, that

' school and the projects there have been absolutely magnifi-

b ' welctometcri] the Qtﬁportunity tto tmeet Vf‘"tTh VOUAZ”? _"é” Fradnl; cent in raising the profile of that school. My letter to Mr
earce, togetnher wi representatives o ransAdelaide an goss'ng also states:

Transit Police, last Friday to canvass our shared concerns about b
operator and passenger safety arising from recent ‘rock throwing’ Your suggestion of the establishment of a monitoring committee
incidents. | wish to confirm the undertakings which | made at thecomprising representatives of TransAdelaide, Public Transport
meeting: Union, Transit Police, SA Police Department, Family and

1. Allbuses (793) and all trams (23) in the TransAdelaide fleetCommunity Services and [others] will be considered. | note that the
will have a protective film, primarily provided by Sola Seal, applied PTU will have discussions with TransAdelaide in relation to the
to the side windows by the drivers seat. possibility of establishing a transit police-security unit at Noarlunga.
We have made considerable progress in that, but we will b&hose are some of the matters that we have addressed in more
speeding up the application of that film to the side windowsrecent times in relation to vandalism and rock throwing.
The letter continues: )

Also, protective film will be applied to the windscreens of all . . Membership:
buses that do not have laminated/strengthened windscreens. Mr Rossi substituted for Mr Caudell.

2. A protective film has been applied to all windows on a
number of buses in the fleet and | have asked that this initiative Mrs PENFOLD: | refer to page 345 of the Program
continue on a trial basis. Estimates regarding the transfer of transit policing responsi-
So, the number of buses we have trialled and will continudilities to the Police Department. Could the Minister elabo-
to trial have all windows coated with this protective film. rate on the transfer process that occurred and the expected
The letter continues: impact of the new arrangements?

3. All 70 TransAdelaide buses used for the night shift will be ~ The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Transfers of transit police
fitted with security screen doors for the benefit of drivers. Currentycommenced in January. | understand that 39 STA transit
50 such doors have been installed. A further 30 will be fitted topfficers completed their training on 23 August 1994 and a

ensure TransAdelaide has access to a backup of 10 buses for eveniigiher 10 officers commenced training, which means that all
use. )

In relation to our general discussion about safety on publidr@ining of transit officers who have elected to transfer to the
transport, | can confirm that active consideration is being given t&outh Australian Police will have been completed by
relaunching Transit Watch, a scheme which offers the public &ebruary 1995.

reward of $1 000 for information that will lead to the prosecutionof o present indications, there will be only six transit
an offender. officers who will not transfer to the South Australian Police
That scheme was launched by the former Government ignd they will be redeployed. It is my advice that there are 69
1992, but it had little publicity. | understand that rewardsty|ly qualified officers within this transit squad at the present
have been offered, but only to a small value—I think thetime. Mr Chairman, | seek leave to have inserteHamsard
maximum amount has been $50. We will be relaunching thig table of some of the success that they have had in terms of
scheme because we know that we need community suppQyfrests and reports, otherwise the members opposite may not
to combat this most recent rock throwing violence. My letteme so pleased if | read out all this information.

to Mr Crossing continues: The CHAIRMAN: Can you assure me that it is purely

Also, as advised | will canvass with both the Attorney-Generalstatistical?
and the Minister for Emergency Services initiatives which can be  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is purely statistical.
taken to improve the system of restraint orders prohibiting an L ted
individual to ride on public transport for a defined period of time. |~ -€8Ve granted.

understand that in recent years the police have applied for only two Transit Police Division—Offences Detected
restraint orders, in part due to the onerous bureaucratic procedure The following number of offences resulted in arrest or report.
associated with the process. Month Arrest Report  Total
| raised the issue of restraint orders because Mr Crossing a&832— b 30 23 53
Mr Pearce have raised it on behalf of their memberslgggfm er
Certainly, the employees to whom | have spoken get really january 23 17 40
upset when they hear of offenders and those who have beenFebruary 12 7 19
convicted getting on the buses and doing damage. March 6 9 15

| am aware that, in terms of domestic violence restraint APril 14 8 22

. S L ay 9 16 25

orders, the Parliament has passed legislation providing that j,, 1o 3 14 29
police canring a magistrate and get an order placed. If we can jyly 5 17 22
do it in terms of domestic violence, | am not sure why it August 6 31 37
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September 13 27 40 Community Services and have proved to be a valuable
October 8 16 24 contribution to the cleaning effort.
gg‘éﬁﬂ:gg: 12% 2211 5;31 TransAdelaide is also providing resources by way of
1994 supervisors for_juvemleslwho have bee_n ordered to do
January 55 24 79 community service wor_k within TrgnsAdeIalde. Expendltl_J(e
February 98 100 198 for labour and material to rectify the effect of graffiti
March 86 118 204 vandalism for the year ended June 1994 was $993 000,
April 67 70 139 compared to $1.014 million for the corresponding period last
May 59 80 139 year. This shows not a massive but at least a healthy decline
jﬂlr;/e 76(? ??76 11374 over that 12 months period. TransAdelaide continues to be
Total 669 792 1391 involved where it can with district council crime prevention

*These figures do not include offences detected which wer rograms such as the planned project with the Hindmarsh-

reported on a ‘Transit Infringement Notice’ (TIN) and referred to the Woodville Council at Brompton. For the year ended 30 June
STA prosecution section. 1994, 3 473 behavioural and ticketing offences were referred

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is important to note that in O the prosecution unit of the STA. Of the offences referred,

December last year, when the STA was still policing the? 209 transit infringement notices were issued and 952
public transport system, there were 20 arrests and 21 reportdansit Squad offence reports submitted.
giving a total of 41. In January, with the police having taken_Currently, 40 juvenile offenders are participating in
over, we already saw much more activity in terms of safety]ransAdelaide’s youth education project. A total of 264
security and control. There were 55 arrests and 24 reportBrosecutions were instituted in the Children’s and Magistrates
giving a total of 79. The latest figures | have are for July,Court jurisdictions during the last year. Of the prosecutions
when there were 70 arrests and 37 reports, giving a total dpstituted, 153 resulted in transit infringement notices while
107. The efforts of the police in policing the system, provid-the remaining 111 related to behavioural offences. Shortly,
ing security and getting rid of troublemakers has beed Will be going to Perth to see what they are doing in graffiti
outstanding. work. | understand that the police head up a major initiative

Mrs PENFOLD: | refer the Minister to page 347 of the In terms of the attack on graffiti, which involves local
Program Estimates regarding vehicle cleanliness. Can tH@uncils, FACS and public transport, and all those bodies
Minister elaborate on TransAdelaide’s graffiti removal Provide resources in terms of not only cleaning up public
program, the cost of graffiti removal and vandalism, the levefransport but also cleaning up the city. | am very keen to learn
of prosecution and the impact of video cameras on vehicles3s much as I can about that project and bring back ideas for

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Graffiti vandalism is an issue 'MmPlementation here, because itis not only an issue for public
that has concentrated the minds of members at Estimat&@nsport but for the city as a whole.

Committees for a number of years. Gradually we are having The CHAIRMAN: | hope you can, because | know at one
some success in this area. Stage Perth was very successful in cleaning up the graffiti in

The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting: the city. It used community service order people to attack the

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We are doing a little better weeds, and so forth. | wish you good luck, because | am sick
The Hon. Frank Blevins i'nterjecting' " and tired of Henley Beach Road’s being painted and then,

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There may well be, but | am within two wegks, graffltl al! over it .
not sure that, notwithstanding those problems, we do not | "€ Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You have written to me about
continue to talk about what has been done in this field. ThE"at and | have answered that correspondence just as |
‘adopt a station’ scheme has been successful with 27 railwag"SWered that of the member for Spence.
stations adopted to date. This scheme involves members of Ms HURLEY: | want to return briefly to the RDAVS
the community taking care of a railway station throughContract and would like to quote from a letter sent by
graffiti removal, painting, tree planting, landscaping andTransAdelaide at the end of July 1994, as follows:
general cleaning up with TransAdelaide support. Vehicles At this time TransAdelaide is still seeking to clarify the situation

have continued to be targeted for vandalism, although all buand determine the implications of the Minister's announcement. The
oposal to place additional staff on trains could well impact on

d(—:poo'i[s rf,'port ? marked declln% ofupto 68 pe:jcgnt Smc%?{gransAdelaide’s requirements. However, various issues need to be
introduction of camera surveillance on board buses. Thaggolyed before any final decision can be made about the contract.

shows the success we have seen since camera surveillance on . .
board buses. which | wanted recorded. | am concerned to know whether the Minister consulted with

The release of cleaning personnel from graffit removalher department before she made the announcement, and what

means that those people are now being returned to vehiclias the timing of the Cabinet decision on this contract?

cleanliness programs, and | believe that most passengers The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As | indicated earlier to the
would see an increase in the standards of cleanliness at tHiEémber for Spence, it was TransAdelaide’s recommendation
time. A concerted effort is being made to remove all graffitit© me. So, there certainly was consultation, because | received
from rail car seats by replacing covers, replacing damageti€ report and we discussed it at some length over various
cushions and dry-cleaning seat covers. | am also preparedf€etings. Prior to the release of my announcement, |
look at new seat types if we do not get on top of this battlediscussed this with various memb_ers of Cabinet so that they
soon. Rail cars and buses on order will now be fitted by thavere fully aware of what | was saying. | do not remember the
manufacturer with a multicoloured patterned seat fabri€*act date but | can _flnd out for the honourable member when
designated VRS blue stripe, which is shown to be the modt Was taken to Cabinet and approved.

effective in disguising graffiti. A number of programs have  Ms HURLEY: Can we obtain the report from
been set up using juvenile offenders to remove graffiti, whichTransAdelaide that advised you to take this action?

are run in conjunction with the Department of Family and The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | suspect so.
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Membership: whose expectations you have raised and for those who must
Mrs Geraghty substituted for Mr Atkinson. administer the system.
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Who is this ‘you'?
Ms HURLEY: Has the Public Transport Union agreedto  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You, the former Labor
trains going without the RDAV system, and has it also agree@overnment.
to the dropping of the proposal for video cameras inside The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Well, say so.

trains? The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | can hardly get the words out,
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | understand there has been that’s the trouble.
some consultation, but a decision has been made. The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
Ms HURLEY: So, the Public Transport Union has not ~ The CHAIRMAN: Order! Interjections are out of order.
agreed, but the decision has been made. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: So we could go around

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The decision has been made offering to do everything that everybody wanted and
and ratified by Cabinet. There has been discussion with th@verything that every Labor and Liberal member wanted, but
Public Transport Union. | think they got 17 per cent extral cannot and I will not if the money is not there to do so.
salary at the time of driver-only operation on trains. TheyWhatwe have had to do, as I have indicated, is this year find
undertook extra safety work and also were handsomel$2-2 million in savings to offset services, introduced by the
rewarded. | understand there is some concern in the union Ermer Government. We could have cut out those services,
the present time, with the passenger service staff, that tH&® that we did not have to find the money elsewhere. We have
drivers may think that we would be renegotiating that 17 pepot done that. Those services offered by the former Govern-
cent. | suspect they would not like it very much. It is true that, nent we have honoured, even though the money was not
notwithstanding the passenger service staff, driver-onljnere. . .
operation will be required on a number of trains in the future. Mr EVANS: Mr Chairman, on a point of order, the

Those passenger service staff seem to be supported Veqyember for Giles is seeking information from the Minister’s
strongly by some of the senior representatives of the Publigfaff, and | thought there was a process in the meeting for him

Transport Union but not by others. So, there seems to b do that without going behind her back.
some division there. The CHAIRMAN: There is no point of order.

| cannot speak for all union members and especially Mr EVANS: The process is that he asks the question and

| .
cannot speak for the union officials, but some seem to bH'€ Minister asks the staff.
glowing in their support for the system, particularly having . Th? CHAlRMAN' Thatis true, the member should be
seen it operate in Perth, while others seem to have SOr.rgérectlng the question to the Minister. | do not see any harm

difficulty with it, but | think that is more their problem than N that; we have often done that in the past—as long as the
ours. member does not interrupt the proceedings.

Ms HURLEY: | now refer to page 345 of the program The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It certainly interrupted me. |

description of the forward estimates. One of the broad!2Ve NEVer seen the practice in the past, Mr Chairman. So |
objectives is to provide additional services where there is ank the honourable member for taking the point of order.

proven demand. A letter from the Passenger Transport Boafd €ms of the. specific Services the honourable member
refers to, one third of those services have been accommodat-

to the City of Munno Para states: ; ;
) ) ) ed. They will be provided from next Monday. In a moment
Earlier this year detailed proposals were developed for changgsyiil ask Mr Adrian Gargett to elaborate on that. Those

and extension to bus routes to be implemented when the Munno Para . . . - . .
Shopping City is opened in late September 1994. services in that one third, starting from next Monday, will be
The Munno Para Shopping City is nearly finished Itprovided by TransAdelaide because they can meet the extra

. ] costs within their budgets. We would be envisaging operating
continues: other services when we can save some money from the
At this stage funds are not available to implement all the pl’evioutompetiti\/e tendering of services genera"y_ If we cannot
proposals. competitively tender and cannot make money those services
Effectively, that means that people in the Munno Para arewill not be available. | now ask Mr Gargett to elaborate on
living in the suburbs along the Peachey Road and Andrewshe particular services.
Farm area will not have access to the new shopping city, Mr Gargett: There will be some services starting in the
which is a major shopping centre or, indeed, to the City 00 a.m. to 3 p.m. peak period from the Peachey Road area into
Munno Para council chambers. This is part of my deepethe Munno Para centre; so from Monday there will be some
concern that, under the new regime, newly developingdditional services going into that new centre. As the Minister
suburbs will not have sufficient services provided. Can thesaid, they will be in the existing funding allocation.
Minister comment on the fact that at this late stage residents Ms HURLEY: As a supplementary question, | did say
in that area are being told that the funds are not now availablhat there were deeper concerns. Part of my question was
to implement these previous proposals? about new suburbs and their services. Did the Minister’s
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Mr Chairman, | am looking answer mean that people in an area like Munno Para, where
for my initial statement here, because we could keep offerinthere will be 20 000 more people over the next few years, will
to do more services, just like the former Government did buhot get additional bus services unless savings can be made
without having provision for them. We had to find in this elsewhere?
year's budget $2.2 million in savings to offset the new The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | would have thought that the
services that were introduced by the previous Governmengnswer was evident. Just as the former Government decided
because no provision had been made for them. You can gbat it had to cut services and frequency of services to provide
around offering to provide services all over the place, as yoadditional services—and it was the former Government that
did in your latter days coming up to the election, but to makestarted reducing the subsidy to STA—we will continue to do
no provision for them is pretty disgusting, both for the peoplethat, but we will do it more effectively by cutting the subsidy
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but offering new services, because through competitive The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, the buses and trains that
tendering we know we can save money. By saving money weve are having some difficulty with. The doors—

can offer things which your Government was not able to The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | didn’t build them; | only
provide and which we are not able to provide at this momentrdered them.

Mr ROSSI: With reference to page 345 of the Program  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | see. The honourable member
Estimates regarding the TransAdelaide fleet, how many nedoes not want to take responsibility, either. He just ordered
buses and trains have been delivered to date? What are théiem, left us to pay for them, and is not responsible for
features? Have there been any problems with these newuilding them. Anyway, we have delivery of these new buses
vehicles or with their delivery schedules and, if so, what hasind trains. They are heavy diesel electric trains. There are
been done to rectify the problems? In addition, please advideuge demands from the electorate, as all members would
on the anticipated costs of the separate projects? know, in terms of light rail. This is an order which the

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | thank the honourable honourable member placed, which means that we have little
member for his question. He has also written to me aboutexibility in the future in terms of other modes of rail
these matters in terms of upgrading the fleets, both in terntsansport.
of buses and trains. A contract for 307 new buses has been The number of railcars delivered to TransAdelaide as at
let to MAN Automotive Australia. To the end of July, 29 yesterday, 14 September, is 24. The delivery of railcars by
diesel buses and 49 gas powered buses have been deliver€tiide fell behind by two as at 30 June 1994, the delay being
A further 52 gas powered buses are on order. The buses attae to a strike at Clyde and various changes to work schedul-
being delivered at the rate of approximately four per monthing at the factory. Clyde now anticipates catching up during
Prices have been requested for the supply of 50 MAN midithis financial year. The last railcar in the contract is scheduled
buses. With the reduction in capital costs coupled with lowefor delivery in November 1996.
operational costs substantial savings will be made on routes The computer hardware and software of the braking and
where the deployment of these buses is warranted. These aeceleration control systems have been modified. The
the buses that | have given approval for but the order has nanprovement in railcar control has been acknowledged by the
yet been placed and is the subject of the interim injunctiorrivers. The anticipated cost of the railcar project is expected
currently before the Human Rights and Equal Opportunitieso be about $121 million, which is well under initial esti-
Commission. mates, and that is heartening.

Itis expected that the cost of the 307 buses, including any The CHAIRMAN: In answering the last question, the
variations to the original requirements, will fall within the Minister mentioned something about doors. Has there been
initial project cost of $190 million. That would not take into a problem with doors on the new cars that have been ordered?
account, however, any determination by the Human Rights The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, there are no problems; it
and Equal Opportunity Commission. has just been reported in tAelvertiserthat doors jammed a

The gas operated buses have been presenting us with a fgauth.
problems. They use equipment which is at the forefront of The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
transport technology; hence, some development problems The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The member for Giles
should, | suppose, be expected—we have certainly encourguggests that it is a lie. Our investigations certainly suggest
ered some. Minor inconveniences resulting from thesé¢hat the story given to the media was not correct and that the
problems must be considered in the light of the manyouth tumbled. There are other matters which we are
advantages resulting from the use of natural gas as a fuel (fexploring in relation to that incident. | assure members that
example, economy of operation, less air pollution and quietethe safety features of these new trains which were ordered by
buses). the member for Giles are fantastic.

The current call-out rate for gas buses is about 2 per bus Mr ROSSI: The member for Spence has said that he is
per month compared with 1.7 on a similar diesel bus. So, ththe only politician who catches a train or bus and that in the
call-out rate is higher than for a conventional bus. New raifive years in which he has been catching a train from
cars are replacing the red hens. The 300 and 400 class rélfoydon to Adelaide he has not noticed any graffiti or
cars, of which there are still 39 in use— vandalism on the trains. That is very surprising.

Mr EVANS: All at Blackwood. | refer to page 345 of the Program Estimates regarding

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As the member for Davenport tram passenger safety. What is the present situation regarding
justinterjected, he believes that every one of those 39 are dlam maintenance and safety?
at Blackwood, and he is not happy. The oldest of these are 38 The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This is an important question,
years old. The bodies of these 300 and 400 class rail cars gparticularly as we have just raised the issue of train mainte-
rusting through, the doors will not close and many of thenance and safety. Over the past two years, the State Transport
major components are now obsolete and unavailable fokuthority (now TransAdelaide) has undertaken extensive
maintenance repair work. In comparison with the 300 and 400rganisational restructuring in three areas: operations,
class rail cars, the new rail cars are much more fuel efficienadministration and maintenance. Maintenance is carried out
more comfortable and are expected to have a longer usefil two ways: at TransAdelaide’s Regency Park workshops
life. With the delivery of these new rail cars, substantialand at local depot level. Specifically, tram refurbishment
savings in maintenance costs will occur. | will bring backtakes place at Regency Park workshops and day-to-day
figures on the savings in terms of maintenance costs. maintenance is taken at the Glengowrie tram depot.

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | ordered them; you have Refurbishment takes the form of engine overhaul, frame
not said that—and the buses and the trains. construction and reconstruction, electrical rewiring and major

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, | am not going to take paintwork. Day-to-day maintenance consists of regular brake
full responsibility for this. checks, wiring, car furniture and mechanics. At depot level,

The CHAIRMAN: | take it that the member for Giles work teams are assigned individual trams by number. This is
placed the order for these buses: the ones with all the trouble. fairly recent practice, but one which has been most
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successful, because the work teams are assigned individuzdr parks. This is a badly designed interchange in the sense
trams by number and there is a very personal relationshithat the area where the buses pull up and where the trains go
between the tram car and maintenance efforts. The maintés and fro are separated by large, heavily vegetated mounds,
nance people take a personal interest and pride in the wodand passengers have to go up flights of stairs or ramps across
they do on each tram. all the tracks and down again. It makes meeting connections
Over the past 12 months, Regency Park workshops hawfficult and it is also scary at night. It has been a wonderful
progressively reduced staff in all work areas, includingplayground for vandals.
maintenance. This has been the result of recommendations p concept plan for the upgrade and integration of the

from an independent consultant, Indec Pty Ltd, whiChinterchange has been prepared, the cost of which was
suggests that the rate of productlwt_y and internal eﬁ'_c'enc'eéstimated to be $3 million. Initially the redevelopment will
could be improved by restructuring, staff shedding ang,cys on safety and accessibility at the interchange. The
subsequent reorganisation. allocation of $900 000 from Better Cities funds has been

Indec Pty Ltd indicated that maintenance refurbishmeng,aqe The project will commence in November this year and
of TransAdelaide vehicles, including trams, would in no wayjyq completed by June 1995.

be affected by staff downsizing as there is excess capacity in . L
this maintenance area for trams. Multiskilling is now used to !N terms of the Elizabeth station interchange, | have met
ensure a team approach to repair and maintenance. with representatives of council anq Fjevelopers. Again in 1992
At the depot level, Glengowrie maintenance staff numberd€ City of Elizabeth offered to utilise Federal Government
have remained constant for many years. A team of 15 h etter Cities funds to co_nstrqcta3|gn|f_|cantly |mp(oved bus-
been reduced to 14 over the past six months as a result of tH@N interchange at this railway station. Tentative sketch
Government’s targeted separation program and subsequéfigns Were developed at the time. The planning review
refilling by TransAdelaide. Three maintenance staff accepte§ommittee chose the Elizabeth Regional Centre for major
TSPs, one of whom was the Servicing Manager, one ﬁfpansm_n of employment a}nd Services, _and itis one of the
qualified tradesperson and the other a non-qualified trade§}fé& Major centres to service Adelaide in the long term in
person. In their place the Glengowrie depot now employs &'ation to public transport needs.
new Servicing Manager, who has a more comprehensive set Subsequently, the Office of Planning and Urban Develop-
of responsibilities and a different reporting structure, inment instigated a decision to prepare design plans for the
addition to another fully qualified tradesperson. future of the regional centre, including the interchange.
In summary, there is no evidence to support claims thatlaslam Planning Consultants was appointed to proceed with
tram maintenance has been reduced to any extent or hasthre design work. It prepared two options for the centre which
any way suffered because of these arrangements. To tiave been considered by the Elizabeth council, the working
contrary, as | said this new arrangement of assigningarty and me. One of these options, favoured by the consul-
individual trams to various officers has been a great succestnts, involves moving the interchange to the south and
There have been reductions in staffing levels but the remairplanning expansion of the centre towards the interchange.
ing staff have increased productivity and changed worlBoth TransAdelaide and the Passenger Transport Board
practices to ensure that safety is not compromised. would have concerns about moving the station before
Staffing levels at Glengowrie, where the trams areexpansion of the centre. Those concerns have been conveyed
serviced, have not been significantly reduced because of tite all parties, as it could result in the station being further
age of vehicles. These vehicles need constant maintenanftem the centre than it is at present, and we do not consider
because of their age, and | will bring back figures on that fothat to be desirable. One of the local members agrees. That
members. They are currently being refurbished to extend theis the position at the present time.

life, which is a costly exercise. All reductions in staffing A number of decisions are still to be made. An examin-
levels have been independently monitored to ensure thaion of jogistics is under consideration. A major factor in this
safety standards are maintained, and all staff are dedicatedd@cision will be Coles Myer itself. A detailed design of the
achieving a safe and reliable service delivery. , interchange, which might attract Better Cities funding, is
Mr ROSSI: I refer to page 345 of the Program Estimatesyeing delayed owing to uncertainty over the interchange’s
regarding project development. Can the Minister elaborate oy re [ocation and in terms of the working plans between the
developments associated with the Noarlunga Centre angyncil and the developers. This uncertainty relates to the

Elizabeth interchanges? _ need to await a decision by Coles Myer regarding future
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am very pleased to confirm expansion plans.

our plans in this area. | made a statement a couple of weeks -

ago about a major redevelopment at the Noarlunga inter- 1h€ Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: The Minister would be
change. It is a property owned by the South AustraliarfVare that the bus operators gmployed under the STA award
Housing Trust. In 1992 the Housing Trust launched a reviey#"d the bus operators in the private sector employed under the
of the function, options and opportunities for the further [Tansport Workers Award enjoy different levels of salaries
development of the centre under the Commonwealt@nd conditions. Is it thg Qover_nmen.ts intention to ensure that
Government's Better Cities program. The South Australiar® |~ @wards and conditions, including superannuation, long
Housing Trust managed the strategy development under tf€"Vice leave, etc., w_lll_be standard for prospective tenderers
oversight of a senior management level staffing committed? follow when submitting tenders?

The strategy developed four studies: urban design; The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It would be the Government’s
transport infrastructure and services; employment; and centietention that award conditions are met and registered with
management. All four studies highlighted the local problenthe Industrial Relations Commission in terms of enterprise
of vandalism, safety and security. In addition, the transporagreements. So, we would be honouring award conditions,
infrastructure study highlighted passenger concerns aboahd under the Industrial Relations Act the enterprise agree-
practical issues relating to transfer between buses, trains antents are to be registered.
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The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: So the short answer is The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: If the STA wins the lot
‘No,” they will not necessarily be comparable to the STAit can have the lot?
conditions? The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: TransAdelaide—if it wins the

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, because there are other lotit can have the lot, but the point is that it will be tendered,
awards such as the TWU award, which | am not sayingind | have always said it is in TransAdelaide’s hands. | would
should not be recognised—unless the honourable memberagld to that, as | said in the debate at the time, TransAdelaide
arguing that it should not be recognised? in fact wants to relinquish services; it does not want to

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | am not arguing any- Operate all that it operates at the present time. | do not think
thing. To prepare for competitive tendering of services fromt wants to win. .
March 1995 as provided for in the Passenger Transport Act, The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: You have to beat it
when the Bill was before the Parliament a compromisearound the head to keep it running 90 per cent of the services.
position was reached that would allow TransAdelaide The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes. TransAdelaide does not
breathing time until March 1995 to prepare itself for competi-want to tender let alone win all the services it operates at the
tive tendering. present time. _

Further, it was agreed that untl March 1997 Mrs GERAGHTY: In view of your comments made
TransAdelaide would be guaranteed control of at least 50 péiéViously about the availability of transport services to outer
cent of the services within the metropolitan area. That wa§Uburbs being subject to cost savings, my question will be
based on passenger journeys per annum in the 1993 figur@grticularly pertinent. My question relates to Access Cabs. Is
After that time TransAdelaide would provide whateverth€® Minister aware that only physically impaired people
percentage of services it could win on the competitive/ithin the community can use the service? Unfortunately,
tendering process. Does the Minister agree that this was thglellectually impaired people are excluded from its use. The

compromise reached, and that this would therefore guarant@&oblem is that many of those who are able to get job options
at least 38.7 per cent of existing bus services tutside of their area cannot avail themselves of the job

TransAdelaide until 19977 because they have no way of getting there. .
As the Minister would be aware, people in such circum-
tances are generally single income families because someone
1as to stay at home to care for that person. Usually there is
nly one car in the family and the bread winner takes that, so
ere is no way of transporting people around at times. They
are not able to be put on a bus to travel from A to B. What
commitment can the Minister give to include these people,
ho have quite a legitimate claim, for eligibility for Access
ab services?
. . . . The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am aware of the problems,
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Act is what | will be o 51y hecause members tell me but people thO have such
working to. | do not recall making an agreement that up Qyigficy fies write to me and telephone me. For that reason

1997 there ‘_NOL,‘Jd be only 38 per cent of buses—is that whal};qipjjity to the transport subsidy scheme is being assessed
you are saying? | know those points were raised by the HOny e moment by Dr lan Radbone. | should point out that last
Barbara Wiese and she might also have moved amendmenjs, the provision by Labor for the transport subsidy scheme
in that regard, but the amendments were not passed and (ag $2.5 million. However, the demand for the services far
compromise agreements reached do not specifically distin: '

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As | recall, the Act does not
distinguish between bus and train services; it simply talk
about TransAdelaide services. So, in terms of the compr
mises reached by the Parliament—and | agree it was
compromise—we do not distinguish between the services, b
| can check the Act during my break.

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: The short question is: is
there every intention to honour the compromise agreemeng
that were reached and statedHansard?

between the Democrats, Labor and myself, plus otheg,qiq of $603 000. The Government found those funds with

Eonfeyenc;}e .member?, we bca:jmg tﬁ. a comproml_ﬁe,.a;( me difficulty and last year, although it was recommended
nowing the interest of everybody in this matter we will stick i, 51 \ve spend $2.5 miilion, we spent $3.1 million on the
with what is in the Act, which is a compromise position.  ¢-hame

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | have a supplementary — gq the costs are blowing out quite dramatically, and that
question. | would like this on the record for those who haven s to be taken into account in assessing the eligibility. | well
adetailed interestin it. | am not necessarily arguing one wayingerstand the issues the honourable member has raised. The
or another. Is the Minister's understanding thatsther issue relates not only to eligibility but those people who
TransAdelaide will be allowed to win tenders over and aboveyre now eligible want greater access to subsidies. If they are
38.7 per cent? There has been a suggestion by the Hog, the work force, for instance, they find the current condi-
Michael Wilson that the 38.7 per cent of total services willtions difficult in terms of the limited number of vouchers
be a ceiling, not a guaranteed minimum. How does thgssyed every six months: they want a voucher a day, if not
Minister see it? two or four, and that is a further issue that we have to address.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will explain it as | understand | have been advised that the estimate for this year is $3.85
it. Mr Gargett, who works with the Passenger Transporniliion, so it is another $750 000 over what was expended in
Board, might wish to comment further, but my understandingerms of the blow-out.
of the Actis that it does not distinguish between bus, trainor - The scheme is popular. Last year’s vote to the scheme was

tram. ] o $2.5 million compared to this year's vote of $3.8 million. So
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Thatthere isaminimum there is a huge expenditure by Government and taxpayers in
or maximum of 38.7 per cent? helping people with disabilities to have better access.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am talking about the 50 per Mrs GERAGHTY: We were talking about Access Cabs.
cent and thereafter all services from March 1997 will bel refer to people who are accident victims and are temporarily
tendered. incapacitated, but still unable to use normal transport. Is any
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consideration being given to allowing those people access tmade of the performance of the Access Cabs systems
Access Cabs? operating as specialised transport systems. The Government
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Mr Tregoweth will respond. has a contract with that company to provide this Access Cabs
I understand that is the case, but he will have moreservice. As part of that investigation, | have asked that the
information. South Australian Centre for Economic Studies look at
Mr Tregoweth: The rules in relation to the transport whether we should have all taxis accessible to people with
subsidy scheme refer to people with a permanent disabilitgisabilities.
However, where people have a temporary disability as a You would be aware that in London, and | think some
result of a car accident, an operation of some sort, such asstates of the United States, all taxis are accessible. This issue,
hip or heart replacement, we will make them a temporaryvhich | asked be explored some months ago, is even more
member of the scheme until they have overcome the effectglevant now in terms of the matter before the Human Rights
of that accident or temporary disability. and Equal Opportunity Commission on accessible transport.
Mrs GERAGHTY: You said that lan Radbone was | expect the report from the South Australian Centre for
examining the question of people who are intellectuallyEconomic Studies by the end of the year. If we made a move

impaired. When do you expect a result from that? to make all taxis accessible there would have to be consider-
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: He is to report to the Passen- able discussion with the Taxi Industry Association and taxi
ger Transport Board in February. owners generally, but it may be an initiative that is very

Mrs GERAGHTY: So, there may be some likelihood that attractive to the owners, the Government and particularly
intellectually impaired people may be able to have thepeople with disabilities.

services of Access Cabs or a similar service? Mr EVANS: | refer to page 345 of the Program Estimates
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This is certainly part of the regarding rail operations. Will the Minister elaborate on the

investigation. state of activity regarding the standardisation of the Belair
Mrs GERAGHTY: Do disabled parking permits come railway line?

through the Department of Transport? The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We anticipate that the National
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, through Motor Registra- Rail Corporation will have finished the standardisation

tion. project by May of next year. This standardisation arises from

Mrs GERAGHTY: There is a great deal of difficulty for the Prime Minister's One Nation statement in 1993. The State
some people in the community to get a disabled parkingsovernment owns two tracks between Keswick and Belair
permit. Will they be made available to people who areon the Adelaide to Melbourne line. TransAdelaide and the
temporarily incapacitated as well? National Rail Corporation recently entered into an agreement

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The issue is in the province of to enable the standardisation of the line to proceed. At the
the Department of Transport and not the Passenger Transpambment they are laying the concrete sleepers. The National
Board or TransAdelaide. There is no review of the criteriaRail Corporation proposed to demolish all platforms on the

presently. Adelaide bound line, except for Belair, Blackwood and
Mrs GERAGHTY: And not likely to be in the near Mitcham stations.

future? The National Rail Corporation will not be demolishing
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: If you would like me to look any existing platforms on the existing Belair-bound line.

atit, 1 will. Hence, TransAdelaide will be able to maintain an existing
Mrs GERAGHTY: | would appreciate it. Some people service delivery. On the western side, the platforms will go

in the community have difficulties in that area. at Belair, Blackwood and Mitcham, but they will be retained
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will certainly have itlooked on the eastern side so that we can keep those stations open.

at now that you have requested that | do. TransAdelaide and NRC executed the rail infrastructure

Mrs GERAGHTY: Sometimes the criteria is a bit stiff, agreement in June. This agreement defines the scope of the
to put it mildly. Some people who are physically impaired arework to be undertaken by NRC and the responsibility of the
not able to get a disabled parking permit, but are nonethelegmrties. NRC will undertake, at its cost, the standardisation
disabled. of the Adelaide-bound track and the conversion of the Belair-

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will have those matters bound broad gauge line to a bi-directional line. That also
explored and, if you have further concerns, we can look ameans that there will be a number of crossing loops that the
them too. corporation will be paying for. | understand that some

Mr EVANS: Not only is distance a problem but also in timetable changes will have to be made to accommodate the
Mitcham Hills the steepness of some of the terrain makes itail system after May.
impractical for the elderly to get out and that needs to be Mr EVANS: | wrote to the Minister about the Glenalta
considered. rail crossing and its being upgraded as part of this process. Is

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Can you explain further? that still the case?

Mr EVANS: Elderly people, through their age and lack  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | think the honourable member
of physical ability to walk long distances up steep hills, findalso wants the station platform to be relocated because of the
it exceptionally difficult to get out. If Access Cabs are only crossing lights. Is that right?
available to people a certain distance away, it creates MrEVANS: Thereis a problem when trains pull up at the
problems. The terrain, where they live and their ability tostation: the arms come down even though the train is not
manoeuvre themselves over that terrain needs to be taken irgoing across and they hold up the traffic when there is no
consideration. | have written to the Minister regarding a Mrsneed. That problem will be rectified as a result of this process
Presnail. in the next 18 months. Is that still the case?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You have written to me on the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It does make sense and | do
subject: thank you for reminding me. | will ask lan Radbonenot have a nod or a shake of the head from any officer here
to ensure that that is considered. We are having an assessmtarday. | think that suggests that it is not out of the question.
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I am in Mount Gambier tomorrow, so Mr Benger and othersAGIR group, and responding to a tender with BHP to supply

can get busy on this. the crew scheduling system for National Rail. Negotiations
The CHAIRMAN: You will take that on notice, Minis- with organisations from Malaysia, the United Kingdom,

ter? South Africa, the United States of America, Europe and
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, and reply by 30 private companies within Australia to supply the Austrics

September. system and to represent Austrics in those particular countries

Mr EVANS: You have previously written to me saying are under way.
that that would happen. | am just seeking clarification that In terms of Austrics’ future, it is yet to be determined
nothing has changed. whether it remains within TransAdelaide, the Public
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Nothing has changed. Transport Board or is set loose, in a sense, as a stand-alone
Mr EVANS: | refer to page 346 of the Program Estimatesprivate enterprise company.
regarding the marketing and sale of intellectual property. Mrs Geraghty interjecting:
What are the recent developments in this area? The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: But not in terms of the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We have a marketing arm software. EDS is in the mainframes, not just the software.
called Austrics, which is a public corporation owned by Mr EVANS: I refer to page 345 of the Program Estimates
TransAdelaide. Austrics has excelled in the development afegarding passenger safety. Can you please advise on the
technology in assisting STA, and now TransAdelaide, tdevel of probability of tragic accidents, similar to those that
provide more efficient systems. According to TransAdelaidehave occurred in New South Wales recently, occurring in
the response to the Austrics exhibition at the American Publiédelaide’s public transport system?
Transit Association trade expo in New Orleans in October The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This is important question in
1993 has been overwhelming, and the benefits of thithe light of community concern arising from those terrible
exhibition will be realised for some time. incidents in New South Wales. We have a number of
Austrics has been negotiating contracts with potentiablternative types of exit doors fitted to Adelaide buses. We
agents in a number of countries following this successfuhave a passenger-operated exit door, which is fitted to 702
exhibition. The Malaysian Government will shortly com- buses. The door is 900 millimetres wide. We also have a
mence procedures to regulate the management of publdriver-operated exit door on 41 buses, the width of that door
transport services in that country. Early indications are thalbeing 1 200 millimetres.
Austrics will play a vital role in supplying timetabling, Accident statistics show that there is a much greater risk
scheduling and rostering software throughout Malaysia. 1bf an accident occurring with the driver-operated style of
that is the case, this will be a great bonus not only tadoor. Itis this type of door that featured in the recent Sydney
TransAdelaide but also to the State, especially in theccidents. As | noted, we have 41 of that type but the bulk of
technology-based future that we see for the State. our buses, 702, are fitted with the passenger operated exit
Austrics currently has eight external contracted clientsdoor. With regard to a passenger operated exit door, when the
Darwin, Hobart, Launceston Burnie, Benders in Geelongbus stops, the driver releases the electronically operated lock
Ventura in South Oakley, Grampian Transport, Aberdeen andnd the green light indicates that the door can be pushed open
also in Marseilles. Austrics is also currently pursuing 16by the passenger. As soon as the lock is released the brake is
prospective clients. applied to the bus and the accelerator is immobilised. To
As | said, Austrics was established as a subsidiarynake the door easier to push open, a touch bar is provided
company of the State Transport Authority to commercialiseand, when this is grasped, a pneumatic system assists
timetables, scheduling and rostering software developed hyassengers to open the door. The passenger holds the door
STA and improved by TransAdelaide. open as he or she alights and, whilst the doors are open, the
This suite of products can provide transit operators withbrake interlock is maintained, hence the alighting passenger
a fully-integrated management solution to the logisticshas complete control over the bus movement until the door
problems that they face on a daily basis, allowing foris released and becomes fully closed.
substantial savings on their operating costs. Austrics is That is the key point: that the passenger has complete
relatively new in the global market for this type of software control over the bus movement. If the door closed on
and itis largely unexploited at this stage. Market research hasomeone’s limb, it would be a relatively easy operation to
shown Austrics to be equal to or better than competitivgoull the door open again while the brakes are still applied.
products. We hope that it will be better. This door operating mechanism is manufactured in Adelaide,
Austrics’ mission is to become a world leader in thebut the design was originally obtained from an American
innovation, development and supply of computerisedbrganisation. Because the passenger has complete control
planning and management information systems for the publiover the door and bus when alighting, it is particularly safe,
transport industry. It is proposed that Austrics will offer and in over 20 years of operation with the MTT and the STA
services to the Passenger Transport Board anthere is no record of serious injury being sustained through
TransAdelaide, including compiling timetables for all future the operation of this type of door. Its use in Australia is
service providers in Adelaide (and that would include thdimited to buses in Adelaide and Hobart, and it is clearly
private sector), preparing timetables for tender specificationsechnology that we should look at selling to good effect to
customerisation of the computerised scheduling system fdydney.
TransAdelaide and providing support and maintenance, while With regard to a driver operated exit door, this type of
at the same time providing normal client services for externadloor is operated entirely by the driver. It is opened when the
transport operators using the Austrics system. bus stops and is closed again by the driver when he or she
Austrics has been actively pursuing the world-widesees that all passengers intending to exit have passed through
interest in the complete range of software products developetie door and are clear of the bus. Rear vision mirrors are
in Adelaide. This includes responding to tenders to supply arovided to assist in that regard. It is this type of door that
crew scheduling system for eight companies in France, theaused the two recent tragedies in Sydney when the driver
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inadvertently closed the door when a passenger was not The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: So, that is fewer passen-
completely clear. Although the brakes on the bus wergers?

applied when the door was opened, the pneumatically The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, that is not to be presumed.
operated door closing mechanism was sufficiently forceful will let you know when the review comes out.

in both cases to trap a girl’s leg in the rubber buffer stripsand Ms HURLEY: | would like to go back to my original

so release the brakes on the bus. Special protections axemment about the Austrix system. | understood that the
available, including sensitive rubber edges, pressure mats andtsourcing of information technology involved not only
electronic surveillance devices. hardware but the software requirements for the department,

In summary, it is understood that the two recent fatathe actual data manipulation. How will Austrix cope with
accidents in Sydney were caused by driver operated exifis, and is any cost anticipated? _
doors closing before the passenger was completely clear, and The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is not my understanding
the rubber edges of the door were sufficiently flexible to closdn terms of software; that EDS is involved in the mainframe
around the limb. Because of the different type of doorork butthere will be other South Australian companies, and
operation on most of TransAdelaide’s buses, together witéhe Government would not ever agree to a situation where we
the additional safety features on the few driver operate¢eopardised the future innovation of other South Australian
doors, an accident similar to that which occurred in Sydnegompanies in terms of the software which they would wish
is most unlikely to occur in Adelaide. And | hope it never to develop and which we anticipate will develop. Austrix
does. would be in the same category.

Ms HURLEY: | refer to Program Estimates, pages 334 . Mr Benger: My understanding is that where the organisa-
and 345, and want to talk about the patronage figuregon has a specific application, as we have for rostering and

indicated there. On page 334 there is an estimate of tl@fheduling, which is entirely different from the rest of the
patronage of metropolitan passenger transport services f o&ernlgnéNn}:, éhLe[?. 'tl\/‘l%af‘ proce_ehd V‘?th that organlsa:;g]. .
1994-95 of 46.7 million, but in ‘Performance indicators’ on rs - Minister, with reference to page 0

. a Program Estimates and new bus rolling stock, how readily
page 345 the annual patronage is shown as 48.1 million. If t '@e ; :
46.7 million is correct, this represents a 1.9 million drop iri11has the STA/TransAdelaide been able to dispose of surplus

_ : ano -buses?
patronage from 1993-94, when the figure was 48.6 million. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: All of TransAdelaide’s surplus

The introduction by the previous Government of Transit Link : . 20
put the brakes on passenger loss with a decline of onl} ute service buses exceed the legal width limit. Dispensa-

500 000 between 1992-93 and 1993-94. Which is the corre&NS are available in South Australia and Queensland to
patronage figure and, if the lower figure, the 46.7 million, isCPeraté the ex-TransAdelaide surplus over-width buses

correct, what reasons can the Minister give for this dramati"vately. TransAdelaide’s accident experience does not vary
decline? etween standard and over-width buses. Twenty surplus

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | thank the honourable buses have been sold by TransAdelaide’s agent, a Queensland

member for her diligent research. It is clear that we havqbased agent—which, as an aside, | must admit in Opposition
- ) . took some ex ion to, and still believe it is worth lookin
conflicting figures for the estimates for 1994-95. My e exception 1o, and still believe itis worth looking

f Id be for the hiah f' but 1 wil t. But 20 surplus buses have been sold by TransAdelaide’s
preference would be for the higher patronage figure, butlwill, , oy “including eight 7 600-series Swift buses, for an

find out the real one. | apologise to the honourable membeg, orae sale value of $13 625, which is twice that which was
Ms HURLEY: Again, when talking about lower figures, obtained in 1988. Some $48 495 worth of surplus bus spare
page 121 of the Estimates of Receipts and Payments shogrts, previously sold as scrap metal, have been sold by
that estimated ticket sales are of the order of $44.09 millioryransAdelaide’s agent. Total sales made by TransAdelaide
in 1994-95, while there was a $43.21 million actual inthrough the sale of these buses and parts amount to $337 720.
1993-94. This is an increase of $880 000. Is the anticipategiransAdelaide was not able to release Volvo-B 59 buses at
increase inincome from the TransAdelaide ticket sales basegh anticipated rate of one per week for the previous two year
on improving patronage figures, which I gather it is not, orperiod, resulting in the potential sales of large parcels of
does the Minister intend to achieve budget targets by furthegurplus Volvo-B 59 buses having to be forgone. Volvo buses
increasing public transport fares? In this case, | am particulagre now being released in quantity, which means that we have
ly concerned about those people who commute long distanc@tenty available for sale.
by public transport. Contract values placed on TransAdelaide surplus buses
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There will be an increase in over 15 years old have to be adjusted downwards by 10
public transport fares, probably some time in January. Therger cent of the contract value each year, so the longer we hold
was some discussion recently about that matter and dn to these the less return we get, and itis certainly not to our
indicated that we were looking for a flatter arrangement iradvantage. Many inquiries have been received to export
terms of suggested fare rises, and work is being done on thatansAdelaide surplus buses overseas, but no firm commit-
at the present time. In terms of ticket sales, | have indicatethents have yet been made. Negotiations are in hand with the
before that the Government had decided to defer any CRpueensland Government to the extend life of Volvo-B 59
based increase to public transport fares in July or Augudiuses from 25 to 30 years, because of that restrictive 15 year
pending the completion of the review of the entire structurgule. Bus and Coach Promotions Proprietary Limited in
of Adelaide public transport fares. | anticipate receiving thaBrisbane are TransAdelaide’s sole agent for such sales. The
review shortly. Had the CPI increase of 1.9 per cent occurredgserve contract price for a 700-series Swift is $15 000 and
revenue from public transport fares would have increased bg Volvo-B 59 bus is $20 000, both net after an agent commis-
approximately $800 000 in 1994-95, over the base case, reion of 10 per cent has been deducted. Originally there were
change budget situation. So, that accounts for that figure. 186 surplus 700-series Swift buses and 307 Volvo-B 59 buses,
budgeting for this financial year, the Government has madehich were going to be released for sale over the five to six
allowance for an improvement in fare revenues. year period. The agent’s contract has been operating for two
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years. These Volvo-B 59 buses are the ones that we are Mrs PENFOLD: Minister, | refer to page 345 of the
replacing currently with the 307 MAN buses. It would be Program Estimates, regarding future service provision. What

advantageous if we could sell the Volvos. is the current position in relation to the possible extension of
The CHAIRMAN: | know a few countries within the the Glenelg tram?
Commonwealth that could do with them. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | suspect that the member for

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am not sure whether one of Giles has had briefing notes on this subject for some years,
our problems is the over-width. Yes, | have just been advisednd his reply at this time is zero. However, | have had
that one of the problems in selling these is the over-width ofliscussions with the Lord Mayor and others in relation to this
the buses. It may be that we do look at the conversion backnpatter more recently following the Visions statement that was
but that again takes some of our profits away. At the momentroduced by the council. Members may have also noted that
we are not getting any profits because we are not selling major redevelopment proposal was released by the Minister
them, so | think it has to be looked at again. for Housing, Urban Development and Local Government

The CHAIRMAN: ltis a pity you could not come to an Relations a few weeks ago which also incorporated a
arrangement through the Commonwealth Government as pgstoposed light rail system. | have agreed that a paper be
of our foreign aid to developing countries. | know it would prepared that looks at business opportunities for the extension
be an expensive exercise, but there are a lot of developingf the railway line to Port Adelaide only on the understanding
countries that could do with our buses. that a business prospectus be developed that looks for private

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Well, Mr Benger will look at  sector or other support for such an initiative.
that, too, tomorrow. It's his first day as the new General | do no think there is a great deal of value in simply

Manager and he has to prove himself! extending the Glenelg tramline to the Adelaide Railway
The CHAIRMAN: | asked at the beginning whether we Station without looking at an extension to Port Adelaide and

congratulate him or commiserate! possibly beyond. Certainly, if any initiative is to go ahead, we
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As the day wears on, you will must maximise land values along that route in terms of urban

probably commiserate with him. consolidation and particularly light industry, because there

Mrs PENFOLD: With reference to page 345 of the is no point in having another rail corridor, light or heavy,
Program Estimates and in relation to service deliverywithout making sure that we have the concentrations of
especially the issue of service monitoring, can the Ministepeople along that system who will use it. That is one of the
please advise on the steps that are being taken to monitor atrdubles that we have with all our corridors at present: we just
improve the quality of services delivered? do not have the concentration of industry or people along

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have the following advice on them to get the maximum benefit from our investment.
this subject: TransAdelaide currently monitors service The estimated cost for the system from Victoria Square
delivery through a number of statistics which are recordedia King William Street to North Terrace terminating at the
concerning the reliably and punctuality of services. In terms#Adelaide station is some $6 million. That is why | express
of rail, the critical factors are railcar defects, signal andsome reservations about that expenditure, unless we are going
computer faults, loading and speed restrictions, staff irreguo look at the private sector’s being involved and maximising
larities and other factors. In relation to bus and tram, thehe pool of people and business opportunities along that line.
issues are vehicle defects, staff irregularities, passenger Mrs PENFOLD: With reference to page 345 of the
loading and connections, traffic incidents and other factorsProgram Estimates regarding market research, what research
We also monitor the comfort and quality. We look at securityactivities are either currently being undertaken or have been
incidents, graffiti and vandalism, customer commendationsindertaken recently?
and complaints and cleanliness of the fleet. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There has been quite a lot of

The service objectives which have been adopted, foresearch activity in terms of customer preference. A complex
example, improvement of on-time running, and which arestudy was carried out by consultants in 1993. We have done
currently monitored for the rail service are: punctuality, 95studies in terms of quarterly monitoring in which we track the
per cent of services not more than three minutes late; 10inage of TransAdelaide as seen through the eyes of the
per cent of services not more than five minutes late; reliabilicommunity with observations being collected at three-
ty, 100 per cent. Bus punctuality indicator data is currentlynonthly intervals. We have APTRAN (the Adelaide Public
being collected with a view of developing service objectivesTransport Network) studies which are conducted in each of
This data is collected through the Crouzet system. Reporthe five major segments into which the Adelaide metropolitan
produced from this system are forwarded to the relevararea has been divided.
depot manager for appropriate action if they show trips which Research has been undertaken on transit link services, for
were late or early, and the location and amount of variancexample, TL9 and other new services such as the Marion
from the timetable. access service, to establish levels of satisfaction, reasons for

As a result of the collection of this data, reports on theusage, previous mode of travel, extent of new usage, trip
standard of service delivery are available on the followingpourpose and the like. There is ongoing monitoring of
basis: a daily report by 12 noon each day for the precedingatronage with detailed daily monitoring of users of the
day and up until 9 a.m., showing the performance of theCrouzet ticketing system. One of the initial advantages of
service. This allows deficiencies to be addressed quickly, androuzet was the fact that we would get a very good idea of
they are. There is a weekly report that identifies unsatisfadaow many people, at what time and to where. Fare evasion
tory trends, so that they can be highlighted for remediabnd the failure of people to validate their ticket has under-
action. There is also a monthly report that indicates trendsined that attractive feature of the Crouzet ticketing system,
that develop over a long term as a result of the weekly reporbecause we must question the validity of patronage figures
So we are diligent in looking at this issue of service monitorio some extent when there is fare evasion because we do not
ing in the customers’ interests, and we do want moré&now where people are travelling, when and how. That is
customers. another reason why | am keen to crack down on fare evasion.
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We also have other manual surveys which are related tmdustry meeting at Elizabeth, where a representative of the
the ticketing system. Two officers, one full time and one par@association suggested that those choosing not to join the
time, are engaged principally for the purpose of carrying ouassociation do so at their own peril and anyone who wants to
market research for TransAdelaide. Expenditure on consustay in business would be a fool not to join. Can the Minister
tants engaged in direct market research for TransAdelaide ovide assurances that the selection of tenderers will be open
relatively modest, amounting to about $39 000 in 1993-94to allcomers?

Market research information has been influential in the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | can give an unqualified
establishment of many of the service standards that have beassurance that that is the case. | am not sure why that person
pursued by TransAdelaide. We will be pursuing more servicevould make such statements. It seems very much like union
standards in the future in our quest to win work and passerrecruiting tactics to me—quite unknown to the private sector
gers. generally.

Ms HURLEY: Following the Government's decisionto ~ The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |
place public transport services out for tender, will any busedeclare the examination of the votes completed.
now owned by TransAdelaide be sold or leased out to private
operators? If so, under what conditions will buses be sold or
leased at market prices? Will private operators be required to
adopt standards of maintenance similar to those of
TransAdelaide? Will any bus drivers who are now employed
by TransAdelaide be offered employment with private Minister for Transport, Minister for the Arts and Minister

operators? for the Status of Women—Other Payments, $1 220 000
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It would be beneficial if | )

could take these questions one by one. They could be Membersh_lp:

construed as supplementary. The Hon. Lynn Arnold substituted for Mrs Geraghty.

Ms HURLEY: There are two parts. The first partis about ~ Mrs Hall substituted for Mrs Penfold.
buses now owned by TransAdelaide being sold or leased to Mr Leggett substituted for Mr Rossi.

private operators and maintenance after they are sold. Ms Greig substituted for Mr Evans.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | do not envisage that they will ]
be sold, although leasing is certainly a distinct possibility. In Departmental Advisers:

terms of maintenance, | have met with the unions about this Ms Linda Matthews, Acting Director, Office for the Status
matter. Standard AS3902 is a quality standard whictof Women.
TransAdelaide does not yet meet. My understanding is that Ms Dianna Cleland, Acting Manager, Women'’s Suffrage
no other operator in the State does, either, but TransAdelaidsecretariat.
is working towards it and others will. It seems as though it Ms Pamela Hocking, Project Officer, Women'’s Suffrage
will be the standard for the future. Certainly, it is in every- Secretariat.
one’s interests, whether it be TransAdelaide or another
operator, that we maintain vehicles at a high standard or we The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payment open
will not be able to provide a reliable service. for examination.

Ms HURLEY: The second part of my question relatesto  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The year 1994 is very
drivers who are now employed by TransAdelaide. Will theyimportant for all South Australians, but particularly for

be offered employment with private operators; and, if so, wilwomen as we commemorate the centenary of women's
they retain their current award conditions? suffrage in South Australia. The centenary celebrates South

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: They can be. Some may not Australia as being the first place in the world to allow women
wish to work with private operators. Some bus operators t¢ stand for Parliament and to vote. The Government is
whom | have spoken are keen to start their own business a@mmitted to ensuring that women play a vital role as we
bid for work on both a depot basis and within our own family rebuild South Australia. It was also a busy year in 1994 with
or group of employees. | am not sure on what basis theyespect to women in the community generally, it being the
would wish to work. They were certainly enterprising and full International Year of the Family. This year has been of

of enthusiasm. particular significance for women who usually carry the main
Ms HURLEY: If they were employed would they retain carer role in the family and often shoulder the double load of

their current award? paid work force participation and family responsibilities.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It might be that they may wish ~ This year has seen a change in that the former Women'’s

to enter an enterprise agreement. Information and Policy Unit in the Department of the Premier
Ms HURLEY: But if they do not? and Cabinet has become the Office for the Status of Women,

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: If they do not enter an an independent unit reporting directly to me. The office is
enterprise agreement the industrial relations policy and th&orking strategically to place women'’s policy advice within
Act talk about award conditions. As | understand it, the TwuUthe broader program of Government decision and public
and the TransAdelaide awards apply now. Government policgector accountability.
is that award conditions will apply—I think | answered that ~ The budget for the Office for the Status of Women is
for the member for Giles earlier—or enterprise bargainingb1.09 million. This covers expenditure for the Office for the
arrangements that are registered with the court. This is th8tatus of Women, the Women’s Information Switchboard,
standard practice not only in this area but all across the Statand payments to various women'’s organisations. | also have

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: What is the Government’s responsibility for the women’s suffrage program. The goals
policy on eligibility to tender for bus services? Is it intendedof this Government in advancing the status of women are to
that only Bus and Coach Association members will beprovide women with the opportunity to participate fully and
successful in winning a contract? That was implied at a receriqually in all spheres of our society; to encourage women to
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contribute to the growth of our economy; and ensure womeiiself, create that momentum. This year has been a year to
enjoy the benefits of economic recovery in a safe environexamine those precise issues, and we intend, this evening, in
ment. questioning the budget estimates for women'’s affairs within
Our goal is also to value the contribution of work under-the general context of the budget, to seek information as to
taken by women in the home; in child-rearing; in caring forhow the Government proposes that that momentum will be
older family members; in voluntary community activities; to not only maintained but will be increased. | might say at the
eliminate discrimination against women; and to ensure thatutset, it is a concern to not only myself but to my colleagues,
a fair allocation of resources are devoted to women’shat the women’s budget as a document no longer exists.
particular needs. We are committed to increasing the We accept the fact that documents like that are always
influence of women in public life, not just on the grounds ofworth reviewing in terms of the way in which they are
equity, but as a significant affirmation that this Governmenstructured, the kind of information they present, and the way
is committed to ensuring that women participate in all spherethey present that information. Nevertheless, it represented a
of society. This Government has put in place a number of keyery useful map of a number of key activities coming from
achievements in the very short time it has been in office, anthe Government’s budget with respect to women, and that
these will be pursued vigorously over the next year. then became a useful check list year by year to determine
First, the South Australian Women’s Advisory Council what would be done in the year ahead, compared to the year
has been established as the peak advisory body for womenjamior. While the document does not exist, | can assure the
South Australia. The council comprises members represeniinister that we do intend to ensure that there is a check list
ing a diversity of skills, ages, cultures, and views across thdone of what is happening this year, compared to what has
State. The presiding member is Miss Dianne Davidson, a welleen reported in women'’s budgets in previous years.
known and respected viticulturist, who conducts her own |am pleased to note some of the ongoing activities of the
business management consultancy. The council held its fir@overnment in respect to women, which are, of course,
meeting on 29 July 1994, and has already commenced a wof&llowing the initiatives established by the former Labor
program focusing on several priority areas: women andsovernment. In particular, the issue of membership of boards
representation; women and the economy; women ani$ a very important one. It is one that we took very seriously
violence; and women in regional and rural areas. in Government, and | can give the guarantee that in Opposi-
A special Joint Parliamentary Committee on Women intion we will continue to take it very seriously as we monitor
Parliament has been established to examine the extent pfogress in that area. In terms of the wider participation
impediments to women standing in Parliament and measuregthin the public sector, it has been understandably a concern
to be taken to facilitate the entry of women to Parliament. Imover many years that the participation of women in senior
addition, the Government has established a break-throughanagement roles in the department does not reflect certainly
register, building on the former Government’s Register forthe number of people in the community who are women, but
Women. The register compiles a list of women who areeven the number of women in the Public Service itself, as
willing to become members of Government and public sectothere is a general bottom-heavy approach in terms of the
boards and committees. Government agencies are nawnkings of promotional positions and the participation of
required to consult the break-through register prior tovomen.
finalising nominations to Government boards and commit-  This requires regular monitoring of what is happening to
tees. ensure that real opportunities are being given to women
This initiative will help us to reach our objective of having within the public sector. In respect to the wider economy it
50 per cent representation of women on Government boards a point that | was trying to make well known when | was
and committees by the year 2000. Since December 1998remier, and prior to that in my various ministerial roles, that
approximately 350 women have completed the break-througthe involvement of women in all aspects of society be quite
application. We have a total of 580 women who haveseparate types of initiatives and responses in different areas.
registered interest in serving on Government boards and/e planned a number of activities with respect to women’s
committees. In the past eight months we have more thaimvolvement in economic development. It had been noted
doubled the number of women on that list. Through the workhat, whilst the Arthur D. Little report had been commis-
of this Government the women of South Australia are beingioned and was in itself a very valuable commentary on the
encouraged to influence the future. economy, nevertheless it was remarkably silent on the role
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | thank the Minister for the of women in our society.
statement she just made and the information contained That point had been picked up in a very positive way by
therein. This is a particularly significant year: 1994 is thewomen’s groups and by those in Government particularly
centenary year of the enfranchisement of women andoncerned about that, as they then chose to raise the level of
women'’s suffrage in this State. It is a year in which theredebate on those sorts of issues. | very much hope that that
have been many celebrations of that fact not only in devel of debate, having been heightened, will not flag. I will
retrospective sense, but also a keen awareness amongst interested to hear from the Minister what particular
groups in the community of the fact that it should not only beinitiatives are taking place within the Government to maintain
retrospective; it should be a planning for the future, examinthat particular debate to ensure that the opportunities for
ing what are the goals that need to be set, especially given tiveomen to participate in the economic development of this
fact that the great achievement of 1894—that was inspired b$tate are not lost.
a number of leading women in South Australia in the years We have noted the decision to move the Office for the
prior to that—did not see itself fulfilled for many decades toStatus of Women directly under the responsibility of the
come with the actual election of women to Parliament.  Minister. We will be asking some questions about that to
| believe that it is worthwhile noting that great initiatives particularly determine the ramifications of that across all of
need to establish for themselves great momentum; it cann@overnment. It has clearly been a focus over the years that
simply be taken for granted that a landmark decision will, ofthe role of the Premier with respect to women is very
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significant as a Ministeprimus inter paregthe first among in making departments accountable for their performance. It
equals) who therefore has a greater degree of clout wittvas for these reasons that | recommended and Cabinet agreed
respect to other Ministers. It would be—and this is nothat this year we would not produce a women’s budget
reflection upon the Minister under examination—a great pitystatement but instead start the preparation of a joint bench-
if there was any sense of marginalising the activity ofmark study—joint in the sense that it would be conducted by
examining the role of women within Government and the rolethe Office for the Status of Women. That office is not funding
of Government in promoting opportunities for women in ourit, but Treasury is. The Office for the Status of Women is
community. providing the support staff in undertaking this project. We
Having referred to the women’s budget, | will directly will be using the 1993-94 women’s budget as the base line
start on that matter and will appreciate comments from thend the study will develop a framework to improve the
Minister on the abandoning of that document. | am aware thdtnancial analysis of Government spending on women'’s
there is talk of a new document that will analyse the role ofservices, projects and programs. It will be completed in
individual departments with respect to women. However, thaMarch 1995, in time to prepare more detailed financial
leaves us at the moment, in the Centenary Year of Womenigporting on the whole of Government performance in respect
Suffrage, with the dilemma that we do not have a checklisto the status of women. | believe that the Leader, in asking
and, while I am not asking the Minister to have publishedthe question, was seeking to be negative. | see this as a
such a full budget document now, there would be thepositive development for women in this State and | argued for
possibility of a two page checklist that simply goes throughit from that base.
the items that appeared in last years women'’s budget and The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: We would have felt much
identifies whether those programs have been continued anahore confident about the positive aspect of this if there were
if they have been continued, if they are being continued at aot a gap, if there had been a women’s budget this year, along
greater or lesser resource commitment than previously anaith the statement of this other document being prepared in
whether there are any other new programs that could blarch next year, and with the assurance that it will be an
added to that list. | am not asking for a full explanation ofongoing document (I take it that it will be an annual docu-
each of the programs because those who know the programeent after that). That would have made us feel more confi-
will know from last year’s budget what those programs aredent. The absence of anything this year did give rise to a
doing. It is simply going through last year's document linemisunderstanding or two.
by line and advising whether they still exist and, if so, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | apologise to honourable
whether the resource commitment is increased, maintainedembers generally. That was not my intention. There has
or decreased. been alot to do in the past few months. This was an import-
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will seek such information. ant project, and | could not achieve everything | wanted to do
If it has not all been gathered, it is being gathered in thain the time | had available. This bench-marking study is a
general form by the Office for the Status of Women now. Ipositive development from my perspective, and | have to
am not sure whether the Leader has further questions on tmeake sure that it is.
women'’s budget, but | will explain why this action has been The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Inthe document ‘Report to
taken not in a negative sense but in a very positive way. Thahe Minister for the Status of Women on Policy Advice
is certainly the way | and Cabinet have viewed this initiative.Mechanisms on the Status of Women across Government in
It follows a similar initiative taken by the Federal Labor South Australia’, reference is made to the fact that on 4
Government last year in reviewing the role and function ofMarch Cabinet decided that the Director of the Office for the
women’s policy advice to Government. At that time it Status of Women have a strategic role in the Cabinet’s three
assessed that it would get rid of its women’s budget in thenonth forward plan. We would support that general initiative,
form that it had had that budget statement for some yearbut only if it meant something. What does that actually
which was the same form in which we had been deliveringnvolve?
it in this State. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Cabinet receives advice from
The fact that the women’s budget, as we have known iall Ministers on a regular basis, but to develop a six month
since 1985, has not been printed does not mean that th@an of what Ministers are doing in each area—not only in
Government is not requiring clear accounting by departmenterms of legislative initiatives but also other arrangements,
of their activities in implementing appropriate policies for plans and deadlines—so that we have a view, as the Premier
women. In fact, because we require that and want to learn arfths indicated, of a whole of Government approach to those
focus more on outcomes, we are changing the method d@$sues and so that Ministers and departments are not running
assessment of Government policies and programs for womeaif doing their own thing whenever and however they wish,
When this women’s budget statement was introduced imve are developing a whole of Government approach with
South Australia it was seen as innovative. | certainly applaudthose forward plans. The Director of the Office for the Status
ed it as such and used it quite a bit initially, but less so lateof Women will be involved in the pulling together of all
because it was apparent, as others have also stated, to bm@rmation received from all Ministers and make an
more ad hoc collection of bits and pieces throughout assessment of the issues that are particularly relevant to
programs without a real assessment of the influence, impaatomen and, having been alerted at that stage, work with the
and importance of those programs for women, whilstMinister or the department in the preparation of that work. |
ensuring that these programs are integrated into the Govermish there were more women in senior management positions
ment’s agenda in that relevant department or agency. in the Department of Transport, but there are not—
This was the same problem that the Federal Government The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: You ought to try Mines
encountered in looking at the same matter. We believe thand Energy.
we can do better than having what was a great idea initially The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Mines and Energy is worse,
but which had become aad hoccatalogue of women’s isit? Some of the departments are not so great at the moment
services that lacked analysis and was of questionable valuethis regard. If we see important initiatives, for example, in
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transport or other areas which have an impact on women’s As | have requested, the Office of the Status of Women
lives, the Director, at that instant, with considerable forewarnwill be working strategically across Government departments
ing, would work with the department, the Director, the and with Ministers on a whole range of work that is being
Minister and the like. done within Government, and the Women's Advisory
So, it is not just at the stage where the submission i€ouncil will be providing advice to Government from the
presented to Cabinet and referred to the Director for comeommunity. So, the roles will be complementary. We would
ment. As | understand from previous Directors of the officeseek to avoid overlap, but that is probably inevitable when
to whom | have spoken—and | spoke to quite a number abowtorking in this field. However, the office and the council will
the arrangements in the past before making this new arrangke complementary and supportive.
ment—it was just too late. The momentum in some of the We have learnt from past difficulties that have occurred
departments had already started and it was too late to turniit other States and Territories, where there have been some
around to get women’s input and assessment of the impact blow-ups, personality problems and administrative difficulties
that time. That is why we have gone for this forwardfrom time to time. One of the benefits of being the last State
commitment. | hope that explains what we are on about. to establish a Women’'s Advisory Council—which is long
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: It certainly does give alot overdue—is that we have learnt from the hiccups in other
of explanation. It would help to know what power of sanctionStates and they will not be repeated here.
the Office of the Status of Women has where departments Ms GREIG: How will the Women'’s Advisory Council
may not make that information known early enough, and alsgontribute to the women’s policy advice to Government?
what powers of sanction it has to insist that its views are The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As | indicated, the Women’s
taken into account not only in the implementation of thoseAdvisory Council has these four important areas of responsi-
forward plans but also in the advice given to others in thebility and focus. In my initial statements about the operation
Cabinet process. of the council, and certainly in the appointment of members
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There are no sanctions in that to the council, each member was made aware that my
sense. The Women'’s Adviser has the authority of Cabinet texpectation and that of the Government is that we are looking
work on that forward plan, and Ministers are aware of thatfor outcomes. We are not looking just for a general talkfest
The Director would be working with the Minister and the or more reports and reviews with no action. | want it to
office on that basis. | have not seen a need at the moment feabncentrate on fewer areas and to work with outcomes in
any powers of sanction. If there were, and if | needed help imind. The outcomes that | have sought at this stage are:

Cabinet, and so on, | would be seeking it. representation, economy, violence and rural and regional
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Soitjustrelies on goodwill areas.

at the moment? It will take a little time for all the members to get used to
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, and at this stage that has working together. As | understand it, none of them is

been effective. frightened of talking about what they feel on a whole range

Ms GREIG: | would like to take this opportunity to of issues. Subcommittees have been appointed in respect of
congratulate the Minister for the Status of Women and alseach of these areas.
her staff for the detailed description of this section of the The council will conduct meetings outside the CBD. It
budget. | am sure we all knew it would not be an easy taskvill also seek representation and submissions, and there will
implementing a budget with such limited resources. Howevelhe a newsletter. There will be quite a number of avenues to
with her skills and understanding of the needs of women irencourage feedback and thought.
the community, the Minister has succeeded in putting Ms GREIG: Will there be cutbacks in support for the
together a clear, concise and practical mandate for her poliayomen'’s suffrage events scheduled for the remainder of the

area. | would like to commend you for that, Minister. year?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Thank you. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No.

An honourable member interjecting: The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is the initiative of the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You provided no forward
honourable member. funds for it.

Ms GREIG: | would like to expand on what the Leader =~ Ms HURLEY: What are the terms and conditions of Ms
of the Opposition was just talking about and ask the MinisterLoene Sweeney’s appointment as Executive Officer of the
what is the role of the Office of the Status of Women andWomen’s Suffrage Committee and what was the method of
what role will it play with regard to the SA Women’s her appointment?

Advisory Council? The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | do not have the contract.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We have established the 14- However, | assume it was a contract appointment at ASO7
member SA Women'’s Advisory Council, which will meet on level, which she had applied for and won. The contract is
a monthly basis. Members of the council were sought on thantil June 1995. So, it was a two-year appointment. When we
understanding that there were four programs relating to theiscovered that the former Government had not provided
issues of violence, representation, rural and regional womeforward budget estimates for these positions, and when |
and the economy. sought funding but did not get everything | wanted, the

To this point the Office of the Status of Women has hadallocation of $100 000 meant that we had to make some harsh
an Acting Director (Ms Matthews). There will be confir- decisions. At that stage, the whole program was in place
mation of the appointment of the Director within a couple ofbecause the secretariat had excelled in many ways in ensuring
weeks, at the outside. In the meantime, there has beentlaat we had a comprehensive program for the remainder of
tentative working relationship between the council and the¢he year.

Office of the Status of Women, with the office providing all ~We were able, with that salary range, to ask the people
the support. When the new Director is appointed, thatvho were on the unattached list and with salaries paid by the
relationship will be formalised. Commissioner for Public Employment to stay with the
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secretariat, and they agreed. However, in terms of the peoplehole range of agencies, such as: the Department of Public
who were paid out of general funds from Treasury, when wend Consumer Affairs, $20 000; Minister for Tourism,
did not have the funds provided in forward estimates by th&25 000; the Office of Government Management, $12 000;
Labor Government, or | could not get them all as a result othe Department of Industrial Affairs $5 000; and the Depart-
my efforts, we then decided that it was more important tament of Mines and Energy has given project funds, in a more
maintain the program and the initiatives in the community. enlightened move than it is generally given credit for. The
Therefore, | spoke to Sweeney and one other officer, anBepartment of Transport has also helped the Women, Power
it was agreed that we would help them find other employmenand Politics conference with sponsorship of $4 900, the cost
within the Public Service. | understand that that employmentf bringing a speaker to Adelaide. We are providing oppor-
has been found and that Sweeney is with Public Events wittunities for other women (and men if they wish) to attend the
the State Library. conference. That was a specific sum sought, and the Depart-
Ms HURLEY: Given that she is still in the Public ment of Road Transport has complied.
Service, there would seem to be no overall saving to the The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:

Government. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As at 7 September, 283 have
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There was money found in one paid in full by registration. In regard to daily, we have
area that could not be found through Treasury for thisSaturday, 83; Sunday, 17; Monday, nine; Tuesday, eight; and
initiative. The Public Library had funds for that. You suggestconcessions, 44. | understand that many more people wish to
that | do not fill it and take the funds from there to women’scome on a concession basis, and sponsorship that has been
suffrage: | should have thought that Public Events at thgathered in the past few weeks will ensure that, so the total
library was an important role to fill. If | had known it was registration as at 7 September is 445, with more having come
available for that purpose, | would not have put it towardsin in the past few days. | understand they are processed on a

women'’s suffrage if you had asked me, anyway. weekly basis.

Ms HURLEY: When you were talking about the priorites ~ The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Is it expected that there will
set out for the Women'’s Advisory Council, | noted that therebe a surplus from the conference?
were about four, and none included women'’s health. Why The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The conference secretariat
does there seem to have been no support from your office trelieves that there will be no problem. We are budgeting for
from the secretariat for the position of the women'’s healtha surplus.
centres, which suffered dramatic cuts in the budget and which The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: What happens to it?

face ongoing cuts in future budgets? The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | think that goes back into
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am not sure on what basis general revenue. We might need it for women'’s services.
you say there has been no support. Mrs HALL: Will the Minister outline the steps that have

Ms HURLEY: | understood that at least one of the been taken to ensure that the breakthrough register of women
women'’s health centres had contacted you but had not beénbeing used by all Government departments?
able to get an interview with you, to see any of your officers  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: An instruction has gone from
or to receive any indications of support for their position. Cabinet that the register be used. | am pleased that the Office
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | can assure you that the for the Status of Women and my office organised an oppor-
centres that | was aware of, that made contact with me, | havieinity for senior ministerial and, | think, Public Service
seen. | have also spent considerable time down at the Datdficers in Ministers’ offices to meet with the Office for the
Street Women'’s Health Centre recently, and | have certainlgtatus of Women and chiefs of staff, to learn more about how
had discussions at some length with the Minister for Healthto use the register and for us to learn what their needs were.
who has a very difficult position in terms of budget alloca- So, we were providing a customer service as well as letting
tions and demands for those funds. them know that we were around and that Cabinet required
Ms HURLEY: So, women'’s health was cut rather thanthat the register be referred to. We have a cover sheet on each
general community health? Cabinet submission which specifically asks for membership
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As | understand it, there are of each advisory body, statutory authority and the like, asking
cuts everywhere in health, whether we like it or not. the current membership, whether the Minister concerned has
Ms HURLEY: In the budget line for the women’s referred to the register and how the membership of the agency
suffrage centenary, what is the breakdown of the $100 000r the statutory authority will be changed by the Minister's
the Minister was talking about previously in salaries, oncostappointment. So, on the front of every Cabinet submission,
and the running of the secretariat? as it relates to a membership or appointment, that information
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There is no cost in terms of is required.
salary, because all the staff are from the unattached list, with Mrs HALL: Can the Minister give some information to
salaries paid by the Commissioner for Public Employmentthe Committee about the 1993-94 specific targets/objectives
I know that vast sums of money are being expended for theeference ‘Women in South Australia: a statistical profile’,
organisation of the Women, Power and Politics conferencevhich was prepared in conjunction with the Australian
and also for the end of the year celebrations, which ar8ureau of Statistics, and explain what the status of this
specifically geared for the date of the vote through thelocument is?
Parliament. | will obtain further details in terms of the = The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This statistical profile of South
$100 000, but I know that there is money for general publicAustralian women is one of the major projects that is being
relations and marketing. In addition, | believe some $300 00Qindertaken by the office this year. It is being written as part
has been provided by other departments for activities foof the Government contribution to the celebration of the
women’s suffrage celebrations this half of the year, and | wilWomen’s Suffrage Centenary and the International Year of
also obtain more advice on that. the Family. The publication will provide statistical and other
In terms of the Women, Power and Politics conference, itnformation of interest concerning South Australian women
is fantastic to see the support that has been generated fronaad to chart their progress over the past 100 years. The
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project is being undertaken by the Office for the Status ofn 1993-94 over the budgeted amount spent of $90 000. What
Women, with input from the Australian Bureau of Statistics.is the breakdown of that increase in the actual over estimate?
Other agencies contributing to the project include theThere is an increase of $141 000 for the 1994-95 budget
Department for Industrial Affairs, the South Australian estimate from that of 1993-94. What is the proposed break-
Health Commission and the Department of Employmentdown of that amount? With respect to the new advisory
Training and Further Education. The publication will focus council, what will the advisory council cost? How will those
on a number of key areas, such as women and work. Theosts be made up in terms of fees, services and any other
member for Napier referred earlier to women and health, andosts? What amount of money do members of the Women’s
that is one of the focuses of this statistical profile. There arédvisory Council receive as payment for their services, and
also women in education and training and women andvho determines the amount to be received by members?
families. The estimated cost of the project is $40 000, fundetiVhat is the relationship between the Women’s Advisory
through the Department of Premier and Cabinet in th&Council and the Aboriginal Women'’s Advisory Group and
1993-94 financial year. It is planned to launch the publicatiorthe Non-English Speaking Background Women'’s Advisory
as one of the final events of the Women'’s Suffrage Centenai@ouncil? Who now has the position of executive officer to the
Year in December this year. secretariat, and what was the method of her appointment?
Mrs HALL: What input has the Minister for the Status Finally, what initiatives will be undertaken in this financial
of Women had into the implementation of the nationalyear to ensure opportunities for consultation by Aboriginal
strategy on violence against women? women, in terms of expressing their views on important
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Acting Director of the matters facing South Australia and, in particular, facing
Office for the Status of Women, Ms Linda Matthews, hasAboriginal areas of the State?
been representative there and a superb representative, becaus&@he Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have answers to all those
she has had so much experience in this women’s domestigiestions, but as the honourable member suggested | am
violence policy role over a number of years. Perhaps shkhappy to take them on notice and provide the replies by
could speak about her role in this national strategy. 30 September for inclusion iHansard
Ms Matthews: | was the South Australian Government  Mr LEGGETT: What assessment has been undertaken
member between 1990 and 1993 of the National Committeef ways to improve women’s policy development? | know
on Violence Against Women, and this committee producedhis matter was touched on by the Leader of the Opposition
the report in 1993 called the National Strategy on Violenceearlier.
Against Women. The national committee was a forum for The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: A number of initiatives have
national consideration of legal policy and program issues ilbeen taken on policy development. That includes the
this area. Most of our work centred on domestic violence angyomen’s Advisory Council, which, as | indicated, has an
rape and sexual assault, but we certainly looked at other aregsportant role in terms of not only receiving advice from the
as well. women in the community but also ensuring that there are
In relation to what has been happening since that time, theutcomes and not just discussion in respect of all the areas
strategy provides some direction for action for Governmentshat they do address. That is why we have limited the focus
in Australia to address the issue of violence against womesf the Women’s Advisory Council initially, to make sure that
and to measure progress towards the ultimate goal afe do notjust address awhole lot of issues and then not take
eliminating violence against women. At the meeting inthose issues further. As we all understand, Government takes
Hobart on 25 February 1994 the Council of Australiana little while to get some of these matters addressed, and if
Governments agreed that a working group of officials shoulgt focuses too widely it will take the advisory council a long
be established to survey the Government responses to tkifhe to get outputs. We would like them to focus on an issue,
national strategies and report to the next COAG meeting owork hard on it, come up with ideas and then work towards
aspects of the strategies which could further form a nationahe implementation of those proposals. So it is a very focused
approach. There were two South Australian representativegpproach. The benchmark studies that | mentioned earlier for
| was one of them. the Leader will be absolutely critical in determining how
We presented a report to the August 1994 meeting oéffective departments are and highlighting to us how they
COAG, but unfortunately the agenda item was not reacheHave to be more effective in the future, and | suspect all of
so it will go on to the next COAG agenda, for the meeting inthem will need to lift their game.
February. One of the main areas that we have looked at is The CHAIRMAN: Having arrived at the agreed time, |
services for women subjected to violence, the criminal justicgleclare the examination of the vote completed.
response to violence against women, access to justice for
women subjected to violence and community attitudes to [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]
violence against women. In South Australia, the Family and

Community Services and Health Commission unit called the Department for the Arts and Cultural Development,

Domestic Violence Resource Unit is responsible for coordi- $71 087 000

nation of domestic violence policies. So there is progress ]

continuing towards a number of the areas and directions that Departmental Advisers:

the national strategy covers. Ms W. Pelz, Chief Executive Officer, Department for the

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | have a number of Artsand Cultural Development.
guestions which, with the concurrence of the Chair and the Ms C. Treloar, Director, Arts Development.
Minister under examination, | would like to readriatim for Ms D. Contala, Director, Finance and Resources.
them to be taken on notice and answered subsequently, if that Mr U. Peisach, Finance Manager, Arts Development.
is agreeable to the Committee. What status of women Mr J. Bettcher, Finance Manager, Arts Programs.
initiatives have been set aside for the allocation of $30 000
in 1994-95? There was an increase in the actual amount spent Membership:
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Mr Cummins substituted for Mrs Hall. Museum, the Library and the History Trust will be consoli-
Mrs Kotz substituted for Ms Greig. dated at Netley Commercial Park. The successful transfer of
Mr Caudell substituted for Mr Leggett. video services to the public library system will improve
The Hon. M.D. Rann substituted for the Hon. Lynn access to video services to the general public and the
Arnold. education sector—we have still to resolve some aspects of the

future of film distribution through this system. There is a
The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payment openprovision to fund initiatives in the contemporary music field,
for examination. and to fund the Ruby Litchfield and Ruth Tuck scholarships
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | would like to take this to foster youth arts in this State. The budget allows for a
opportunity to explain the variations that have occurred in theapital upgrade at the Adelaide Festival Centre by the
arts and cultural development programs in the currenprovision of $1.25 million. The South Australian Museum
financial year. These are reflected in the budget Estimates bés attracted $470 000 in additional Commonwealth funds for
Payments, as follows. The responsibility for the operation oAboriginal and other projects. | welcome questions with
the Minister’s office was transferred from the Department forrespect to the arts and cultural development budget for 1994-
the Arts and Cultural Development to the Department 0©5.
Transport on 15 December 1993. As a consequence, only six The Hon. M.D. RANN: The Minister mentioned cuts to
months of expenditure for the Minister’s office is reflectedthe arts budget. In the last election campaign the arts and
in the arts budget. The Women’s Information and Policy Unitcultural development policy of the Liberal Party stated:
was transferred from the Department of the Premier and The Liberal Government will maintain current levels of funding
Cabinet to a ministerial line under the Minister for the Statugor arts and cultural activities notwithstanding the immediate
of Women. Accordingly, the operating and telephone cost§emands of the economic crisis facing the State.
of the Women’s Information Switchboard, which were Do you accept that that is clearly a broken promise?
previously shown in the arts budget, are now shown as part The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | accept that the statement was
of the newly established Office for the Status of Women. Asnade in good faith. Neither | nor my colleagues anticipated
a consequence of this, the line ‘Grants State-wide Informatiothe extent of the economic crisis that we would inherit. |
Services’ under program 2 in the Estimates of Payments haegret very deeply, because of my personal commitment to
been reduced by $40 000. the arts and my strong belief in the value of the arts to this
Through the new arrangements for insurance and risktate, that the situation we inherited due to the State Bank and
management, the Department of Treasury and Finance hather mismanagement by Labor has forced me and the
allocated $1.236 million to the Department for the Arts andGovernment to accept this situation at this time.
Cultural Development. This amount will be paid to the central The Hon. M.D. RANN: Although it said, : . . notwith-
insurance fund in 1994-95 and has been apportioned tstanding the immediate demands of the economic crisis’.
various programs in the budget documentation. A strategic The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | understand that, and | said
planning and development unit has been established usinge had not anticipated the extent of the crisis. It was made
existing staff, and the cost of this unit is now incorporated inin good faith, and | stand by that.
program 1: Development of the Arts. This new unitincorpo- Members interjecting:
rates the existing policy and research functions and willalso  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The ‘broken promise’, if that
provide new functions to support the Government’s strategits what it is called, Mr Chairman, is hardly equivalent to
plans for arts and cultural development for the social anénything the Labor Party did to this State over the past 10
economic development of the State. The functional areagears.
include: cultural export and exchange; commercial opportuni- The Hon. M.D. RANN: The task force report, much
ties for artists and arts organisations; cultural enterprispublicised but delayed, states that funding must be better
development, that is, developing the business potential aargeted, focused on what is uniquely South Australian to
companies and organisations; cultural tourism; and Commorhrelp tourism, and that tough decisions must be made. Will
wealth and State relations. Integral to this new direction ar¢his result in funding maintenance for prestige groups such
close working relationships between the Department for thas the State Theatre and State Opera, which do an excellent
Arts and Cultural Development and other Governmenfob, but cuts to smaller groups? | understand that these
agencies, particularly the Tourism Commission and themaller companies have already been told by departmental
Economic Development Authority (EDA). The EDA is officials, particularly in the area of community theatre, that
providing funds for a number of pilot cultural developmentthey will suffer cuts next year and have been spared this year.
projects, including funds to expand the role of the South guess all of us who are concerned with the arts would be
Australian Film Corporation in film development. concerned that cuts in this area would be disastrous for the
Savings of $1.6 million have regrettably been required ofrts in this State because they are fertile breeding grounds as
the arts portfolio to meet the Government’s debt reductiorincubators and as training institutions for the more high
strategy. These will, for the most part, be achieved withouprofile companies. They also have an ability to reach out to
a major impact on grant allocations or services. Nearly halthe community to involve sectors in the arts which perhaps
the expenditure reductions will be achieved through restruaaormally would not be involved in the arts. Will the Minister
turing, staffing and administrative overheads, and theonsider closely a move to triennial funding for the smaller
majority of the savings will arise from a smaller central as well as the larger companies?
office. Savings have also resulted from the restructuring of The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | refute what the honourable
the South Australian Film and Video Centre services and themember said in his assessment of the task force report. The
transfer of relevant functions to the State Library. task force makes it very clear that one of our objectives in the
There are many positive aspects to the 1994-95 artarts in the future must be to look at and support new entrepre-
budget. Provision is made for all three stages of the extemeurial innovative work in this State. So often, in fact some
sions to the Art Gallery. Major storage facilities for the would argue generally, that work comes from the smaller
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theatres. | have said in this place on other occasions and The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The task force report provides
publicly, and to my colleagues, that we must maintain aa framework for me as Minister to move forward to establish
strong commitment to the community arts and the smallean exciting future for the arts in this State. Itis a framework.
companies because they are the lifeblood of the arts not onip terms of this committee system, | have not made a decision
in this State but elsewhere. as to how we will proceed. | clarify that the task force
You can have all the big companies you like, but they carfécommended this committee system to select members of the

easily fall into a comfort zone unless you have the pressurdoards of major companies only, and | regret to advise that
innovation and excitement coming from below. That is, as £here are not 25 in this State. | wish there were.
say, the lifeblood for the arts. | was very pleased to see inthe The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
task force report that there was this strong emphasis on new The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There may be 37, including
entrepreneurial and innovative work, and also on work thathe smaller companies, but not in the major league. The first
is and companies whose programs are intrinsically Soutdme | encountered this suggestion of appointing a selection
Australian. We need to examine ways of doing thingscommittee, to in turn recommend to the Minister members for
differently and better. | do not deny that. That was explored board, was upon receipt of the review of the Festival
in the task force report. We will be doing that, and that will chaired by Mr Ross Adler, Managing Director of Santos
mean changes. Limited. Mr Adler apparently chairs the Sugar Corporation
No officer in the Department for the Arts and Cultural _‘"“_"_j the Ba_rley Board selection committees, which is a system
Development has had any authority or any reasOn_andlpltlated with the knowledge and consent qf the Feqleral
i&overnment. Mr Adler swears by those selection committees

state that emphatically—to state to any group in this Sta
how they will be funded in the future, because no decisiorS @1 €xcellentway to get the best people to serve on boards.

has been made—in fact. those matters have not been e Was through his experience and recommendation to the

plored. In recent days | have been sending out advice to aifViEW team for the Festival that the review team in turn
organisations about their funding levels, and this reflects thdEcommended this arrangement to me.

which was approved by Labor last financial year—other than !N terms of the Adelaide Festival, the selection panel met
with respect to the Film and Video Centre. yesterday and today; | understand it has had phenomenal

In terms of triennial funding, a number of initiatives will success in speaking to a wide range of people who have

. : . expressed interest to serve on the Festival Board and a
be taken this year not only with State Opera but with other r0 ¢ people were head-hunted to find out if they would

organisations. | am prepared to look at all arts companies ip _ i
this State in terms of triennial funding. | understand that thegfe'rgfégstgedé ;mgie hpt%?sp lseel\gcr:]t(i) o\rgV?nrte:e rt]/?e?/? szdkr\me
Australia Council is looking at triennial funding in terms of novs)that in tgerms ofgt’he selection, everybody \}vould have a
the Meryl Tankard Australian Dance Thealre and Stat air knowledge of what would be expected from the Govern-
Theatre Company under its new major projects initiative. Ify o v 4 the community in terms of our Festival, and in turn
that is the case we would seek to reflect those initiatives. we would know what they could provide in terrﬁs of time
The Hon. M.D. RANN: In response to my question about energy, commitment, knowledge and skills. '
community theatres you mentioned MeryI.Tankard and _the As | understand it, it has been a very healthy, exciting
State Theatre Company. What | am seeking from you is &rqcess for everybody involved over the past few days. As
commitment, given the task force report for triennial fundingj jngjicated earlier, | have not decided whether this selection
for community theatres in this State. | think itwould be wisepane| process should be adopted in each instance. | think in
to check with your department about what it is saying 0some cases we will do so to ensure that we get the best
community theatre companies about not this year's budgefossiple people. I must say that one of the advantages in the

and the decisions that have been made but future budgetsyles of the arts seems to be that the Minister alone is not
do not want to be put in the position of naming officers, butyaking the decisions.

I think you might be well advised to check throughout the  The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:

department. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: With respect to the arts, as
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | appreciate your advice off Minister you become used to getting the blame, whether you
the record. As | indicated on the record, they have ntave done right, wrong, or indeed nothing at all. If it means
authority and no reason to be making such statements. WRat we can get a wide range of people with better manage-
would only enter triennial funding with a company of any ment skills and commitment on our board, then the State and
size if a forward business plan had been developed. Thatembers of Parliament should embrace the system and
would be the base for the Australia Council to enter trienniatejoice.
funding, and would be our position also. The Hon. M.D. RANN: | am always eager to rejoice.
The Hon. M.D. RANN: The task force recommends that Minister, you are envisaging a series of different selection
we should have committees to select board members acrossmmittees?
all boards and committees. | can think of about 25 boards and The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No. If | move this way, |
committees that are appointed directly by the Minister for thebelieve that we would establish one committee for two or
Arts. Are we going to have a series of committees to seledhree boards in the initial stages to see how it worked.
the 25 boards? | guess it would not be practical to have one Mrs KOTZ: | would first like to put on record my
selection committee to select all the 25 boards, particularlgongratulations to the Minister for bringing down this budget.
when you look at the diverse area of the arts which includedt is definitely a budget that is responsible, innovative, and
Tandanya, Carrick Hill, State Opera, Libraries Board and thereative. Taking into account that the Minister inherited the
Jam Factory. Does the Minister intend adopting the recomunfortunate circumstances of budget deficits from the
mendations of the task force, or, if she does so intendyrevious Labor Government, | congratulate the Minister on
perhaps to a limited extent? Which boards and committeeshat is definitely a most responsible budget, and, as the
will have a selection committee established? Minister has said, sets the formation and the ground work for
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following through to encourage and to do far more in the art@sset sales will return approximately $35 000, which is to
than we have seen in the past. So, | congratulate the Ministdrelp offset the costs of the closure. For example, $7 000 will

. . pbe allocated to State Records to provide the

| refer to Estimates of Receipts and Payments, page 12651toryrequirements of archiving, and in this case it

under the heading ‘Program development for the arts’and the, o jves not just records but the history of the South
line relating to the South Australian Film and Video Centre.p siralian Film and Video Centre.

As the Minister and most members would be aware, in noting Other areas of expenditure relate to the 1993-94 South
that the South Australian Film and Video Centre has beepstralian Film and Video Centre audit. Building security
closed, | se;a a provision of $233 000. Could the Minister,q oytstanding purchases of videos is now transferred to the
explain that PLAIN Central Service. The cost of the service has been
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is an important provision, Minimised by the hard work, assistance and expertise

particularly in the light of the decision to cease the operatiofPfoVided by the staff of the Film Corporation and a number
of the centre as we have known it. It is true that within any®f Staff formerly engaged by the Film and Video Centre, and
organisation that significantly changes its operations, as is tH han_k .them.for their assistance and professionalism during
case with the South Australian Film and Video Centre, ther&Nis difficult time. . .

is a need to provide for the effective and efficient transition_ Mrs KOTZ: | note under the same line that in the area of
of staff services and facilities. The closure of the SoutI;Eepartment for Arts, the number of central office staffing has
Australian Film and Video Centre is no different. The transfer?€€n cut. Can the Minister explain those cuts? ,

of the provision of video lending services to the Libraries _1he Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | did make a policy commit-
Board and efforts generally toward a satisfactory solution tgnentin relation to streamlining the department’s bureaucratic

film lending need to be managed. Any equipment required bififrastructure ‘to ensure that maximum financial support can
the video lending services will be transferred to the ne e directed to arts workers in the industry’. The Government,

operator. with the cooperation of the departmental officers, has sought
to implement that undertaking. The staffing levels in the

The ongoing provision of a film lending service and thecentral office have been reduced from a high of 49.8 in June
transfer of sale of assets, such us office equipment and mot@892 to 41.6 in August 1994. Mr Chairman, may | incorpo-
vehicles, need to be coordinated and the returns utilised t@te in theHansarda purely statistical table outlining central
offset the costs of the closure. The greater proportion of theffice staffing in terms of executive finance and resources
costs of the closure, approximately $204 000, relates to staéind arts development, June 1992 to August 1994?
salaries, leave liabilities and superannuation payments. The The CHAIRMAN: That is agreed to.

ARTS AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
CENTRAL OFFICE STAFFING

YEAR EXECUTIVE FINANCE ARTS TOTAL
AND DEVELOPMENT
RESOURCES
June 1992 5.2 26.4 18.2 49.8
June 1993 6.3 22.0 20.2 48.5 (-2.6%)
June 1994 5.0 23.0 17.4 45.4 (-6.4%)
August 1994 3.0 19.0 19.6 41.6 (-8.4%)

TOTAL (-16.5%)

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | sought some explanation Dame Ruby Litchfield scholarships?
from the department about the figures in the Program The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The first question from the
Estimates because it looks as though there has been @pposition was about broken promises. This is a promise that
increase in the staffing of central office in the Arts Develop-1 have definitely been able to keep in the first year of
ment area. government, and | am thrilled that this is so. | was pleased,

Under the development for the arts, the 1993-94 estimatehen preparing the Liberal arts policy, to have an opportunity
was 17.8 and the actual was 17.6 and the estimate fdo ask both Ruth Tuck and Dame Ruby Litchfield whether
1994-95 is 20.6 which, on the face of it, looks as though wehey would be prepared to have scholarships named after
have increased staff in that area. The reality is that that hakem and also was very proud that they were prepared for
been offset by adjustments in the transfer of strategisuch an announcement to be made prior to the last election.
planning and development functions which were previoushBoth individuals are matriarchs in the arts world in South
shown under the inter-agency support services. That has adlustralia. | believe that both are over 80 years of age and are
been offset by arts development administrative costs oéxtraordinary with the time and commitment that they
$96 000. Four full-time equivalents have been transferredontinue to devote to the arts and young people. It was
from inter-office agency to strategic planning and developfantastic that both women in whom and for whom I have such
ment. faith and respect agreed to be involved in this initiative.

Mrs KOTZ: |thank the Minister for that answer. Itisa  The scholarships in each instance are $15 000 in value.
pleasure to have a Minister diligent enough to pre-empt &hey will be reduced somewhat to take into account market-
guestion that might arise. | refer to the Program Estimatesng and publicity costs of $750 in relation to each program.
page 356, again under development of the arts and specifithe Ruth Tuck scholarship program will be for young people
targets and objectives. This is to do with the matter ofin visual arts, which will include sculpture, crafts and design.
scholarships. What is the current status of the Ruth Tuck antihe Ruby Litchfield scholarship will be for young people in
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the performing arts, including music and dance. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | haven't said that. What |

| recently appointed the Chair and members of botthave said—
advisory committees. Mrs. Vida Swain from Greenhill The Hon. M.D. RANN: Do you need an advisory
Galleries has been appointed Chair of the Ruth Tuckommittee to advise you on this? Sometimes a Minister has
Advisory Committee—a decision that has the blessing of (ito make a decision or a recommendation.
not first promoted by) Ruth Tuck herself. Other members The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | haven't said that. Perhaps it
include Ms Lidia Groblicka, Mr Christopher Orchard, Ms is a little late in the night for the honourable member. He
Joanne Crawford and Ms Rita Siow. The other members cfeems a little irritable.
the Dame Ruby Litchfield Advisory Committee are, as Chair, An honourable member interjecting:

Mr Alan Farwell, Mr Kim Hanna, Ms Lisa Lanzi and Ms The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: A little bit slow perhaps.

Anna O’Connor. All members, with the exception of the  The Hon. M.D. RANN: People are telling us that you are
Chair of the committees, have been appointed for a two yearot coping, that you cannot cope with the workload.

term expiring on 5 September. All committees have metand The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | can cope with the workload
we have begun advertising for both scholarships. Applicaand | can cope with you. | have indicated that there are world-
tions will close on Friday 11 November at 5 p.m. Guidelinesclass facilities in terms of art galleries and museums around
and application forms will be available after 7 October.  the world where people would not dream of entering without

In discussions with the Chair of both committees it haspaying a fee. We intend that our Art Gallery and museum will
been determined that up to two scholarships per year will bbe of world-class standard.
awarded for both performing arts and visual arts, that is, up | will be discussing this matter with the boards of the
to four scholarships a year. If two scholarships are to béluseum and the Art Gallery. | understand that the Art
awarded in one area, the total value is not to exceed $14 25Gallery is already commissioning an assessment of the issue.
Flyers have been distributed to individual arts organisation¥he task force itself recognises that there are issues of access
and educational institutions. | am thrilled not only for the and equity that could arise from the introduction of admission
women concerned but also for young people that we haveharges. However, it believes that measures such as targeted,
been able to find this sum of money for important projects irdiscounted admission and free days could be introduced to
difficult times. address these issues.

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | refer to the arts task force, I will be discussing the issues with the Art Gallery board
which is referred to on page 356 of the Program Estimatesind the Museum board, but no others at this time, closer to
The task force recommends charging for admission to North date that is relevant, when the capital works programs are
Terrace institutions. | guess that is of particular relevance toearer completion. In terms of the Art Gallery, that is not
both the Museum and the Art Gallery. | have been aware fountil the Festival of 1996. So there is plenty of time; there is
some years that entrance fees are charged for speciab need to rush it. There are many other issues to address that
exhibitions that come to the Art Gallery—visiting exhibitions are more important at this time.
from Ireland or wherever. The Hon. M.D. RANN: I refer to the Film Corporation

There is a strong community rejection of having to pay(page 356 of the Program Estimates). When will the report
entrance fees to see the permanent collection, that is, payimg the facilities at Hendon be completed? When will it be
to see what they already own. That is why my questions wereeleased and have there been any further approaches this year
focused on community arts and theatre: there is concern thiitom the ABC regarding the possible use of its facilities at
there is to be a policy of steadily moving towards a high endCollinswood?
of the arts for the few as opposed to a more coordinated arts The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have received no approaches
policy. Will the Art Gallery be forced to have entrance feesfrom the ABC. Those doing the study funded by the EDA
for its permanent collection? When will a decision be madenay well have approached or explored the issue with the
and what will be the Minister’'s recommendation to Cabinet?ABC. | expect the report to be presented to Minister Olsen

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | regret that the honourable and me by the end of September.
member not only on this occasion but also on other occasions The Hon. M.D. RANN: Will that be released publicly?
on which he has addressed this issue has not reflected the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, | see no reason why not.
recommendation of the task force in terms that entrance feéhe industry is an important one.
are recommended only after major capital works have been The Hon. M.D. RANN: That is why | passed the money
completed. It is entirely conditional and it is not suggestedacross when | was with the EDA,; | agree. It was the intention
that the Art Gallery and the Museum, in the under-developetb release it publicly.
state in which the former Government left them, should The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, and as the industry is an
attract entrance fees, and | certainly would not entertain sudmportant one | would like more people to understand the
an idea. issues involved in film. The release of this report would be

In terms of admission charges, | am aware that theart of that exercise.

National Gallery in Canberra and the National Gallery of The Hon. M.D. RANN: | refer to the closure of the State
Victoria charge entrance fees. There may well be otherkilm and Video Centre (page 356 of the Program Estimates).
which do so. Certainly the Powerhouse Museum does. Ndt has been put to me that the way this happened was inept,
one would dream of going to the Louvre, the Guggenheimthat it proceeded without any discussion of the impact on
the Museum of Modern Art or the Victoria and Albert major users and without major users being able to offer
Museum without paying entrance charges. suggestions about how the services at the centre could be

It is certainly our intention, as a result of the redevelop-continued.
ments that we will endorse over the next 10 years for the Itis also clear that no planning had occurred with regard
North Terrace institutions, that they will be world-classto how the centre’s lending services could be maintained.
facilities. However, in particular, there is no obvious solution as to how

The Hon. M.D. RANN: So there will be charges? access to the film collection would be provided. What
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discussions were held with principal users before the closurgystem to people in this State who wished to use film. | agree
was announced? | would be happy for this question to béhat the decision must be made quickly, because bookings are
answered at a later stage. not being made at the present time, and | would wish to

| want the details of meetings, venues, institutions andeactivate that. Titles that would not remain either at the
people involved. What is the calculation of the real saving tdVlortlock Library or at PLAIN or some other centre would
the State as a result of the closure? Again, | refer to savingsore than likely go to the National Film and Sound Archives
other than those achieved by the shifting of costs from on& Canberra. Finally, in getting a bit emotive about this issue,
Government area to another. What services are now neis some have, we should all be aware that 70 per cent of the
available as a result of the closure? What has been the fudorrowings from the collection have been videos. As |
extent of the protests about the closure; how many individuahdicated, there has been no interruption to bookings or

protests have you received? borrowings with this changeover with respect to videos.
The CHAIRMAN: Did you get all that, Minister? The Hon. M.D. RANN: As a supplementary question,
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: If | don’t I'm sure there will  you mentioned that some of the films may be deposited in the
supplementary questions; there are only about 10. Mortlock Library. Will they be available on loan?
The CHAIRMAN: I'm not going to allow that many The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As | understand it, the
supplementary questions: he has had four already. Mortlock is not for borrowing, but they can be viewed there.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Okay, but you have allowed A number of these South Australian films that the auditors
about seven questions. However, | will not take issue becauseentified have copies or we can have copies made, and they
they are important and | am keen to answer them all. We willvould be available through the public library system. We are
be saving $200 000 this year, and $500 000 in a full year. Icanvassing that matter at the moment with public libraries.
an earlier response to the member for Newland | explaine@he honourable member would be aware that many books in
that there is a figure of some $233 000 that must be used fdine libraries that cannot be borrowed can be viewed on site.
transitional reasons this financial year. If we cannot have copies made of film titles, the same would

| object to the statement that there has been no planningpply.

In terms of the video area, we planned in detail. We were also Mr CAUDELL: | would like to commend the Minister
confident that the State Library, through the PLAIN systemfor the handling of her portfolios to date. In relation to what
had sought to be responsible for the distribution of videos fothe Deputy Leader of the Opposition said, | can understand
some years. Our confidence in the State Library, througthat he brought out a press release earlier saying that MPs
PLAIN central services, to operate this system has been moshould go out into the private sector for 10 days, because
than vindicated. obviously the previous Government needs training in the

We have been able, through this initiative, to provideformulation of budgets. The relationship between its budgets
outlets for video across the State through every public librarand what it actually spent would be luck rather than good
system, whereas there were two outlets in the past. Thmanagement.
schools today, with their Nexus system, can link into the | refer to the Estimates of Receipts and Payments for
PLAIN system. There is no inconvenience to the schools at994-95, page 126 under ‘Recurrent receipts’, the line being
all. The whole system was transferred over on one weekentEconomic development program’. The budgeted amount in
which was an extraordinary effort by both the PLAIN central1993-94 by the previous Government was nil, actual receipts
system staff and the Film and Video Centre staff, and were $830 000, and the Minister has budgeted for $930 000.
commend them on their efficiency and for the way in whichWhat are the funds from the Economic Development
they have operated the system so professionally since thAuthority to be used for?
time. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | thank the honourable

In terms of film, | acknowledge that a firm decision hasmember for his nice statements; we must be getting late into
not been made in relation to the future of that collectionthe night. In terms of the Economic Development Authority,
What has been so interesting is that this period of time hathere has been an increase in funding of $100 000 this
allowed us to explore the 13 000 titles in the collection. Veryfinancial year, which is an important contribution. | do not
few of those titles are actually borrowed, let alone borrowedear too much from the members opposite recognising the
on a regular basis. You could actually say that much of theositive aspects of this budget. As foreshadowed in recom-
collection may be termed as old Government documentariesendations contained in the South Australian Film
that may have been of some interest to some people son@drporation Review Committee’s report, which received
time ago, but from borrowing patterns these days they appeandorsement from the previous Government and which have
to be of no interest now. been continued by this Government, a new South Australian

There are 3 000 to 5 000 titles actively used in the sensEilm Corporation role in film development has been expand-
that they are borrowed once every six months. We ared through additional funds allocated by the EDA for an
looking at some of those titles going to the Mortlock initial two years.
collection. So, for the first time in this State we will have a  The $830 000 annual grant from the EDA is allocated by
South Australian collection of film. They would be a part of the corporation in three areas: $600 000 for production
that collection because there was a South Australian actdipancing, which provides investment or loans to feature films
producer, funder, director and location. That is an importanand television productions; $120 000 for marketing the South
initiative. Itis possible, and this will be resolved shortly, thatAustralian film and television industry, its creative talent,
the 5 000 titles could go to the PLAIN central system. facilities and services and the range of locations and other

Initially, they rejected such a suggestion. However, theyadvantages this State has to offer; and $110 000 as additional
are now comfortable with such and, essentially, so am I. funding available for the development and marketing of
believe, with some confidence, that we will be able to pursu@rojects destined to be produced here in South Australia.
that option, which again would provide much better accesBetween the start up of the new film development programs
than has been provided in the past through the public librargt the South Australian Film Corporation in January and the
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end of the financial year on 30 June, the corporation commit32 applications were received by the latest creative develop-
ted production financing to three productions in addition tanent fund deadline of 31 August.
production financing committed by the Department for the Mr CAUDELL: In relation to the Estimates of Receipts
Arts under Filmsouth, which now forms part of the Southand Payments, Program 1: Development of the Arts, and in
Australian Film Corporation’s programs. relation to South Australian Film Corporation, how many
Among these new productions that EDA funds havefilms and film productions have been using the facilities at
assisted ar&psilon a new feature film by Rolf de Heer, Hendon this year?
whose previous filnBad Boy Bubbyvon five awards at the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am advised that in the last 12
Venice International Film Festival last year and who ismonths studio facilities have been provided for seven feature
currently nominated for six Australian Film Institute awards.films, three documentaries, four short films, nine Government
Epsilonis currently shooting, employing new motion control films and a number of commercials. Among the more notable
camera technology developed here in Adelaide by Digitaprojects ar&’he Battlersthe mini-series which the member
Arts. The other financial participants are the Film Financemay have seen on Channel 7 some weeks ago which won top
Corporation and Fandango from Italy. The other productiomatings throughout Australia in July and which represents a
that the EDA is assisting i$&slad Rags a 13 episode very impressive exit for the South Australian Film Corpora-
children’s television series now in pre-production here intion as a production companihe Life of Harry Darewith
Adelaide. It is being produced by Nomad Films from Perththe filming at Port Adelaide of this production, is a new
with Channel Nine/Southern Television, the BBC and thdeature film which is almost completed, with financing from
Film Finance Corporation. the South Australian Film Corporation, FilmSouth and the
Under its new mandate, the South Australian FilmAustralian Film CommissiorNapoleoris an extraordinarily
Corporation is open to assisting in the development ofvonderful venture. It is in fact the first feature film in
projects from interstate that are seeking to bring productiorustralia that has attracted Japanese funds, so this is a real
into South Australia, either because the subject involvebreak-through not only for the South Australian film industry
South Australia or because of the locations and other cofiut also Australia at large. The director/producer is Mario
effective advantages South Australia has to offer. The newndreacchio. The producer is Michael Bouchier, with
marketing funds are critical to raising South Australia’sfinancing from Herald Ace in Japan, the film finance
profile within the Australian film and television industry, corporation. To make this whole thing even more sensational
which is increasingly attracting the attention of overseasn terms of Napoleor—which is about a dog and some
production companies. Australia is achieving a high profilegalahs—
internationally, with its own productions such Bsscilla, Mr CUMMINS: That's the Opposition, is it?
Queen of the DeseaindBad Boy Bubbyand as a world class The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That's right, well said!
industry. The South Australian Film Corporation is ensuringAnyway, whether it is the Opposition or not, what is exciting
that South Australia is marketed within the wider Australianis that Napoleonhas been picked up for international
context. distribution by the Samuel Goldwyn company in the United
The further $100 000 is required for project developmentStates. So this is two South Australians who have excelled in
of pilot projects initiated through bilateral agreements withthis regardBad Boy Bubbyof course, is the other film that
the Australian Cultural Development Office. Recently | washas used the studios in the past year.
pleased to be involved in the launch of these projects. Mr CAUDELL: Under the Estimates of Receipts and
Through its cultural industry development program, $300 00®ayments, Program 1: Development of Arts, and again in
has already been secured in 1993-94. Further programs amation to the South Australian Film Corporation, what is the
the subject of negotiations, but are subject to confidentialalue to South Australia of the new Film Corporation and its
commercial consideration. These programs are in the areéisn development programs being funded by the Department
of marketing, seeding funds for marketing programs, desigfor the Arts and Cultural development and the EDA?
development and translation into commercial application, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This is an important question
film and video and new technologies, such as multimediand | have been provided with the following advice. In
interactives. straight economic terms, the corporation invested just over
Mr CAUDELL: As a supplementary question, are any of$600 000 in 1993-94 in productions, with a combined budget
those funds for low budget cultural development films?  of $10 million of which $7 million was spent in South
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, two short dramas are Australia. That is a ten-fold leverage. With the multiplier
currently in post-production at the South Australian Filmeffect calculated at the accepted level of 1.7, the additional
Corporation, which are being fully financed by the Creativebenefit to South Australia’s economy is a further $12 million,
Development Fund. These afée Unforgiving Weight of which is great at any time and particularly good at this time.
Anatomyby Shane McNeill, producer Joya Stephens; andHowever, film making in its broadest sense provides cultural
Small Fictionsby Jenni Robertson, producer Colin Reck. as well as an economic benefit, and film is truly a cultural
In addition, the corporation assisted with the launch of twandustry.
short films financed in 1993, the document&prayed The creative talents of Rolf de Heer are critically ac-
Conflict and the dramaAtavistic Traces The South claimed and he is able to attract substantial overseas invest-
Australian Film Corporation also provided assistance to filnment in this State through his productions. Adelaide director
makers whose short films have been selected for screenit@ott Hicks last week won an Emmy in the United States for
at prominent film festivals in Australia. | also add that, with his direction ofSubmarines—Sharks of Stddiave written
the transfer of the film programs from the Department for theo Scott. | did so when he was first nominated, congratulating
Arts to the corporation and its establishment of the Filmhim and recognising his effort to stay in South Australia
Development Office, the second round of applications fowhen he is in demand nationally and internationally. He
short films including dramas and works employing newwrote back a really interesting letter about how difficult it can
technologies was delayed. However, | am advised that sontee at times staying in South Australia as an artist, but his
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commitment is to the State and | do applaud him for that, anthe private sector. What progress has been made with the
we welcome his return. That documentary which was maddevelopment of Ngampula and are joint marketing strategies
for Discovery Channel was filmed in the United Statesbeing devised for Ngampula and Tandanya to ensure that they
Russia, Germany and Latvia. It won the highest ratings evezach maximise visits by local interstate and international
for a documentary on US television. As thevertiser tourists?
Weekend Magazine profile on Scott on Saturday 3 September The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | strongly endorse the last
noted: proposal. | also want Tandanya to do more marketing with
Film making has become, like warfare, a global business.  the Botanic Gardens and other tourism institutions in general
in South Australia. The Government has a commitment to the

Itis a lot safer than warfare, and film making does generat s
economic activity in South Australia as well as place the'f';‘edevelopment of cultural facilities on North Terrace over the

: . : : ext 10 years. It has made a strong start in that regard with
international spotlight on South Australia as a place o he first three stages of the Art Gallery. It has also determined

e e el S200 000 wil be spent on a feasbity iy on th
: y ! velopment of a national museum of Aboriginal culture,

excellence, creative drive and business acumen to keep Sc . :
Hicks, Rolf de Heer, Mario Andreacchio and others working mething which | feel extremely strongly about,

Some 12 years ago, | worked with Murray Hill when he
here as well as abroad and to help encourage a new YENEILL S Minister of the Arts in the Tonkin Government. At that

e e a0, hal Coverment sproied e redevelpment o e
. . | . : useum. Only stage one was built, and the rest was put on
and itis precisely what we wish them to continue to achlevehold for 10 yegrs b)?the honourable member's Governmpent—

WdTheCHgtr:' '\f'D' RAII\\IA'I\I: Furr:he:ntodthﬁ Stta\}vi Ft'lm amndd reprehensible decision, in my view. At the earliest oppor-
€o Lentré, Tguess 1 was concernea aboutwhat seeme nity | have taken the initiative to start the redevelopment of

be a dismissive attitude towards the collection. It concerns ME o Museumn. The first focus of that will be the Aboriginal

that something so important to our heritage can be just passg llery. The budget provision of $800 000 for a feasibility

off to the national collection. For instance, one wonder ) :
whether you would have the same attitude towards books udy must, by anyone's standards, be generous. It will be

the State Library which might be of the greatest cultural ade available for design and development work for the

e . ; stage redevelopment of the Museum incorporating the
s_|gn|f|cance to _the.St’?‘te but which are not being lent all th(i‘\la’gonal Galler)F/) of Aboriginal Culture. | havep reass?Jred
time. My question is: is the true that only 100 of the collec

tion will be avai_lable fo_r loan at the Mortlock Library? La?rﬂ:rm?tli’;tvicght:lvaistﬁg? ?Se rnnc;etdst(;]'altr:tm; )\//ir;a;biﬁ Ig\cl)?l%ed
_ The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | understand that Mortlock 5 stralia in terms of the arts and Aboriginal heritage one
Library does not have borrowing at all. _ cannot address the Museum or Tandanya in isolation from

The Hon. M.D. RANN: One hundred will be located gach other. So | would see much closer links between the two
there? i . in the future than has been the case.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, 500 to 1000, | under-  The Hon. M.D. RANN: | am sure that the Minister would
stand, of which there are a number of copies that would bge aware that the Australia Council has indicated that it is
available for lending through the public library system a”dlooking at providing $1.25 million over five years to set up
all would be available for viewing at the library. Copies 3 pational craft centre and exhibition venue. What is the
would be available for the public library system, and |Government doing in order to ensure that such a centre is
indicated that much of that collection is video, and oncesstaplished in South Australia, given that the Jam Factory was
copyright and other legal issues are confirmed further copigg st and foremost nationally and also we have a strong craft

could be made for borrowing purposes.  base in this State? By way of clarification, | point out that |
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Supplementary to that, whatis have been told by friends in Sydney that they believe that
the estimated cost of making these reproductions? New South Wales has the edge, although I understand there

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will make inquiries and s a strong Melbourne push. Both the Sydney and Melbourne
perhaps provide that information later during the discussiopeople involved are surprised, given that we have the Jam
tonight. Factory here, that we are not putting in our oar to ensure that

The Hon. M.D. RANN: In terms of the museums area, lobbying is done at both the Australia Council in Sydney and
and the Maritime Museum, | think the Minister would agreealso with Federal colleagues to see whether South Australia
that Port Adelaide is a very important cultural precinct, withcan be up there. At the moment, it appears that we are not just
an enormous potential tourism benefit to South Australia. funning third, but that we are not actually in the running. |
am concerned that the Maritime Museum may still be withouhope that is not the case.

a director. Could the Minister please advise progress onthat The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is not the case, because
issue? I have had discussions with the Jam Factory about this matter.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have received a recommen- It is certainly putting in a strong bid for these resources. The
dation from the History Trust and approved the appointmenhonourable member must acknowledge that $1.2 million is
of Ms Dieuwke Jessop. not a lot of money to establish a stand-alone museum piece

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | refer to page 360 of the when one also has to take into account recurrent costs. So, we
Program Estimates—the National Gallery of Aboriginalwill take those matters into consideration not only in the bid
Culture and Tandanya. | was approached last year whdout particularly in discussions with the Australia Council,
Minister of Tourism and the Minister responsible for thewhich have already commenced.

EDA for a commitment of funds—not the sole commitment  The Hon. M.D. RANN: So there is a South Australian
of funds—from the Government for Ngampula. | think bid.

$2 million was talked about, and there was talk of matching The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, and it will be a strong
funds from other institutions of Government and also frombid, but it will also be a realistic bid—and | have discussed
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this with the Jam Factory—in the sense that | would notill the Minister explain the main elements of the enterprise
support a stand-alone new national craft gallery. | woulddevelopment programs?
certainly want it—and | understand this is the Jam Factory The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The enterprise development
board’s view—to be incorporated in current facilities on theprogram aims to maximise the economic returns for cultural
Lion Art Centre site. However, in terms of the honourableindustries, and this will be increasingly the thrust of the
member’s earlier statement of the Jam Factory being first an@overnment’s programs in the arts. It will achieve this by
foremost in Australia, it is true that it is the only facility of focusing on opportunities for business growth at all levels
its kind in Australia. including marketing and export development and linking with
Mr CUMMINS: | refer to page 356 of the Program other industry sectors where strategic opportunities exist.
Estimates and Information, specific targets and objectives fatompanies from both subsidised and unsubsidised sectors
1994-95. | have been concerned for some time about the ladclave been targeted for assistance with a range of activities
of fostering of native talent in this State, particularly in including business planning, the development of marketing
relation to music and generally in relation to research, musiplans and export market planning. Assistance has also been
or whatever regarding the loss of intellectual property rightgiven to organisations within the arts and cultural develop-
in this State. Certainly the former Government did not seenment portfolio area for a range of activities to explore their
to bother to foster native talent or the export of intellectualcommercialisation potential and opportunities.
property whether it be in music or otherwise. What is the In all cases the companies targeted for business develop-
current status of contemporary music initiatives? ment have been given a preliminary screening to assess their
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: One of the first steps which commercial potential. Funding of $55 000 has been commit-
I took in the arts portfolio was to advertise for a contempo-ted in the 1994-95 budget. Financial assistance of $300 000
rary music consultant. John Schumann ultimately won thafor these activities has also been given through the Common-
job and has proved to be an excellent appointment. Owealth’s Cultural Industry Development Program. Support
Monday of this week he hosted, | think at the Empire Hotelhas been obtained from the EDA for several projects. | will
an occasion where musicians from around the State wemsk the CEO for the Department for the Arts and Cultural
invited to attend and hear of an initiative that he has bee®evelopment to outline the three programs. She has a very
developing for a South Australian music chart of top 10 salesactive interest in exploring the potential of the arts in new
If this is to be a successful initiative, we must ensure that thevays.
distribution of local material is strong and sustainable. That Ms Pelz: The first program is the Commonwealth’s
was the basis of the discussion on Monday evening. Aboundustry Development Program. Currently there are eight
150 South Australian musicians attended, and the atmosphepéot programs in the State. They comprise a project for the
was absolutely fantastic. They are rearing to go and thrilledam Factory, looking at national-international market
to see that the Government is helping them to get recognitiodevelopment; and another at the Jam Factory which is an
for their work in this State and to promote their work interface with the furniture industry developing designs
interstate. Radio stations in South Australia have beewhich can be duplicated as multiples and limited editions.
wonderful in their support of this initiative. There have alsoThere is one with Artlab Australia for national and inter-
been discussions with television stations in terms of demomational market development; and a business development
stration video tapes. project with Digital Arts, which is a private sector organisa-
We have also announced a consultancy for the develogion with which the department works closely.
ment of a directory database detailing all the audio production The Adelaide Festival Centre Trust is undergoing an
and post-production infrastructure facilities in Southenterprise planning program. There is a media industry data
Australia. | expect that this directory will be available to thecollection program, another marketing exercise with the
Government and industry by mid-November. The consulSouth Australian film and television network, and a market
tancy of $20 000 was won by Mr Phil Eastick from aboutdevelopment program for the Wakefield Press. This totals
four or five other people who expressed an interest in doin§300 000.
this work. This directory database will be importantas afirst The Commonwealth funds are being topped up by funds
step towards realising our objective of establishing a worldallocated through the Services Sector Program of the South
class sound recording studio in South Australia, where we cafustralian Centre for Manufacturing. The Department for the
attract business to the State and also ensure that Southits and Cultural Development is also allocating further staff
Australian musicians do not have to have the additionatesources through the expertise of an Enterprise Development
expense and inconvenience of having to go interstate to ddanager in the implementation of these pilot projects.
a lot of their recording, as is the case at present. The second program is an international business develop-
Mr CAUDELL: Mr Chairman, what constitutes a ment study where funds of $25 000 have been allocated by
guorum? | have noticed that for most of the night thethe Economic Development Authority matching the Depart-
Opposition has wandered in and out of the place. There iment for the Arts and Cultural Development commitment to
only one member left on the Opposition ranks. | understanthis area. We are undertaking an industry strategy and sector
that the Estimates Committees are here for the Oppositiorplan to develop international business opportunities where the
The CHAIRMAN: The quorum is four, including me. study will identify each cultural industry sector’s competitive
When | was a member of the Opposition— position, its market attractiveness and its capacity to contri-
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You were there all the time: bute to economic growth. This study has commenced and will
| remember. You have always been diligent and constructivdae completed by the beginning of November.
Mr CUMMINS: | refer to the Program Estimates and  The Enterprise Development Manager of the Department
Information which, on page 356 under ‘1994-95 Specificfor the Arts and Cultural Development is again managing this
Targets/Objectives’, states: project, together with a team comprising industry representa-

Facilitate enterprise development programs to assist targeted ati¥€S a}nd an officer from the Economic Development
organisations. Authority.
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The third program is one of developing strategies forSouth Australian State Opera, which has had a long and
commercialisation. There are several studies to developroud reputation for producing quality performances. In
commercialisation strategies and business plans currenttgcent years State Opera has annually taken its product to the
under way with the financial and information support base opeople through innovations such as Opera in Park, and these
the Enterprise Development Program. The major ones are fafferings have had significant appeal. What plans does the
the Art Gallery of South Australia and the South AustralianState Opera have for this financial year, and, in particular,
Museum, where the potential for further merchandising andould | suggest a program such as Opera in the Suburbs for
the development of commercial opportunities are presentithose of us who are a bit further out than the Festival
being examined. Theatre?

Mr CUMMINS: | refer to Estimates of Receipts and  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | know State Opera produced
Payments 1994-95 (page 128) and the line ‘Minor upgradingiansel and Gretelwhich had a fantastic season touring 52
of various arts facilities’. The previous Government's schools, and went as far as Roxby Downs with the support of
estimate for this line was $776 000 for 1993-94 but, in factsponsorship from Western Mining. There is now an initiative
it spent $135 000—so much for its accountancy methods.to film that production because so many schools have

I notice that there is a substantial increase in yourequested State Opera to attend their schools, but that is
estimate, Minister. You have estimated $2.672 million forbeyond the resources of State Opera at this time. There is a
this line. That seems to me to be a substantial increase ovproduction of Opera in the Park planned for this financial
the actual amount spent by the previous Governmengear.
although one can understand why it wanted to spend so litle Ms HURLEY: Fremont Park?
on arts facilities. Can the Minister explain what constitutes The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: How big is Fremont Park?
the increase in this line? Ms HURLEY: ltis very big.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: With respect to the sum voted The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | do not see why not. | go out
last year and the actual expenditure, the expenditure wase football at Elizabeth Oval. | do not see why others should
reduced by $624 000 mainly because of the carry-over afiot go to Fremont Park; whether people further south want
project expenditure for the Birdwood risk managemento make the journey, | am not sure. At this stage it is planned
project, the Library State chiller—the CEO will explain about that Opera in the Park will be held in Elder Park.
that—and the South Australian Museum north wing entrance. Ms HURLEY: At page 357, the City of Adelaide Lending
These funds are expected to be spent early in the newibrary line rises by $170 000. There is an indication that
financial year. There are substantial additional funds, as thiere is a new agreement with the City of Adelaide. When
honourable member has noted. As the CEO of the depanvas that agreement signed, and is the Minister prepared to
ment, Ms Pelz, fought so hard with Treasury for those fundstable it in the Legislative Council so that members can see
perhaps she should take the credit for speaking about thogghat it contains?
funds. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | certainly will when it has

Ms Pelz:If I could mention the State Library chiller first, been signed. | had a discussion about this with the Chair of
it has been installed and not paid for. The funds are expectetle Libraries Board a couple of weeks ago. My recollection
to be spend early in the next financial year. The chiller, whilsis that he said all the issues had been resolved. The Libraries
itis located at the State Library, provides the air-conditioningBoard was about to sign the agreement but there was some

for most of the North Terrace institutions. trouble in respect of the Adelaide City Council. The Chair of
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is not really exciting, itis the Libraries Board was that day to meet with Alderman Jim
just practical. Crawford and the City Manager. | have not heard the follow-

Ms Pelz: Most of the large increase in the revised fundingup from that, other than that it is expected that the agreement
for 1994-95 relates to the Netley-Bolivar storage, which is awill be signed in September, so | assume that outstanding
consolidation of storage facilities for the North Terraceissues were resolved at that meeting. | would certainly be

institutions and the History Trust. happy to table a document when it has been signed and | have
received it.
Membership: Ms HURLEY: The agreement with local government
Mr Brindal substituted for Mr Cummins. regarding the State subsidy to public libraries expires in 1995.

Has the substance of the new agreement been devised yet,

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | would like to make a and have negotiations begun on what will be the basic criteria
correction to a statement | made earlier in relation to they 5 new agreement?

South Australian Maritime Museum. | was asked if the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, negotiations are in draft
appointment had been made; | indicated that | had approvegrm. | have received the following advice from the Director
the appointment of the Director. | apologise and correct thgs the State Library:

reiord' lv‘éha.‘t I drl]d a,\a_prove was FheAappOIBI_ment procﬁss The State/local Government Agreement encompasses both public
acknowledging that Miss Jessop is Acting Director at thiSjnrary and community information funding. 1994-95 is the last year
time. | agree with the member for Ramsay that it has takedf the current three year agreement and under the terms of this
a long time to fill this senior position, which was first agreementthe new funding arrangement is to be finalised before 31

advertised nationally in December 1993. The History TrusPecember 1994 for implementation in 1995-96. Public library and
ommunity information funding arrangements form part of the

apparently me.t today to flln.allse the appointment process IEtate/LocaI Government Reform Fund and as such are currently ‘on
terms of recalling the positions, so | regret the error | madene table’ with a number of other diverse issues which are the subject
earlier and any embarrassment | might have caused. of State/local government cooperation.

Ms HURLEY: | refer to the program description for the The public libraries and community information agreement has

Department for the Arts and Cultural Development, page 356fseen real reductions in the funding available for services and has

e L f g\esulted in workplace reforms at the central (PLAIN central services)
and the broad objective, which is to ‘promote access angnd local library level. Much of this reform has been facilitated by

participation in the arts’. In view of that, | ask about the the technology of the PLAIN system. To be negotiated as part of the
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new agreement are the issues of funding maintenance to ensure tBemmittee whether there has been an impact with the transfer
I(;gntinuation of relevanrt] SelfViC_e Clie(ljivenlh and DfOViSi%n of Ong(tj)ingof film and videos from the centre on services to clients?
ibrary access to technological developments and upgrade or : ; : ; :
replacement of the PLAIN system as necessary. After three years %f The Hpn. Diana La!dlaw. I qanvassed this ma“ef earlier,
significant down sizing and reform, public libraries and PLAIN DUt certainly I would like to reinforce the fact that in terms
central services require funding to be negotiated at maintenandf videos there has been a positive benefit for borrowers. |
level. The City of Adelaide lending library is the subject of a separatgepeat that 70 per cent of borrowings from the collection were

agreement between the Adelaide City Council and State Goveryigeos, Therefore, the majority of users of the former centre
ment. Anomalies in funding and management between this service ’

and other public libraries are being addressed, at least in part. ave been beneficiaries of this change.
The closure of the South Australian Film and Video

Ms HURLEY: Within that funding agreement, will the Centre has resulted in 8 000 videos being relocated to PLAIN
Government insist that its contribution be at least matched bEentraj Services, a branch of the State Libraries Division, and
the local government body, as applies now? I am referring tapproximately 1 000 16 millimetre films with significance to

the State subsidy to public libraries. South Australia have been earmarked for addition to the
collection at the Mortlock Library.
Additional Departmental Adviser: A major benefit of offering the former South Australian
Ms F. Awcock, Director, State Library. Film and Video Centre films and videos through the State

Library Division is the considerably reduced cost to the

Ms Awcock: The current arrangements for subsidy arecomr_nunity of providing this se_rviqe. The reduced cost this
that the State effectively provides 40 per cent of all funding/ear is $200 000 and next year it will be $500 000. When one
for public libraries and local councils provide 60 per cent. [tconsiders that there has been no interruption to service in
is not the subject of an agreement, but how things have turndgms of borrowings of videos and that there are more
out. Many years ago there was a 50/50 arrangement betwegHtlets—183 outlets compared to two—I think that the
the State and local government, but that has not been the cdg@vernment has in fact excelled in this initiative in respect
for about 10 years. It is clear in the details being negotiate@f Videos. , i
now for the new agreement that we will be linking the | admit that in terms of films thfe_re are some matters to be
funding formula for public libraries to the growth in the resolved. However, from the positive responses and expres-
reform fund. It is quite some time since there was a 50/5@i0ns of interest that | have received from a number of
funding. It does not exist anywhere in Australia. organisations around the State that are interested in assisting

Mrs KOTZ: | refer to page 126 of the Estimates of the Government in terms of providing access to the collec-

Receipts and Payments under program 1, develo mentforttion’ | believe that given a little more time—not much
P Y Prog ’ P ore—this will be sorted out. So, all the dire consequences

arts. Inthat area is a v_ar_iation in th_e provisio_n f_or grants in(hat have been suggested—as if the world were coming apart
;thegfg\? esll O\;V;ljé)%g;?b'\gg};srtﬁ ;iﬁi(giﬁtlar:j titrﬁth\éa;'gg%r:air;g,)hasoecaqse the_ vidfeo centre was to close_—vyill not be re_alised.
! i ) " Certainly, with videos and generally with film, there will be

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There was a reduction for |ittje change. However, there will be substantial savings and

grants for the arts of $483 500 between what was voted angenerally better access.

the actual figure in 1993-94. The figure proposed for this year My CAUDELL: | refer to page 357 of the Program

is a further reduction of $132 500. In respect to the laskstimates, provision for State Library Services and the

financial year, the variation was due to the transfer of filmspecific target objectives for 1994-95. | recently had a tour

funding as of 1 January 1994 to the South Australian Filmyf the State Library conducted by the Director of the library,
Corporation, in line with the recommendations of the formerang | was most impressed with what | saw, including the

GOVernment's SOUth AUStI’ahan F||m Corpora'[ion reVieW. Itco"ec“on Of books on Winesy Wn‘]enes and SO on, Wh|Ch |
is now shown under the allocations for the South Australiaqnderstand is the best in the southern hemisphere. Will the

Film Corporation. The amounts in that instance comprisegijinister please explain the State Library’s 1994-95 target to

administrative expenses for six months, $25 000; Film Soutlypand full text documentary delivery systems to remote
grant for the half year, $358 500; and Government film fund;sers in public libraries?

half year, $100 000, making a total of $483 000. With I’eSpeCt The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Before | do S0, Mr Chairman,
to this financial year and the proposed reduction of $132 50Psyspect that you have also taken up the invitation from the
from a total budget proposed of $8.334 million, the amounistate Librarian to visit the library. If you have not, | expect
proposed now includes $816 000 for the Lion Arts Centrey oy to do so. | wish to applaud publicly the initiative taken
previously shown separately. The net reductions of $132 508y the State Librarian to invite members of Parliament and,
results primarily from the transfer of the balance of the film| ynderstand, other senior public servants to visit the library
funding to the South Australian Film Corporation and to atg |earn about the services and the library’s plans for future
saving in grants contingency funds as follows: transfer out ofjevelopment. | was so impressed by her initiative that | am
the second half of the film funds, $483 500; transfer out ofy fact progressively arranging for other major arts institu-
the film organisation funding, $373 000; and a saving fromjons in this State to extend similar invitations to members
grants contingency funds, $200 000. There is the additiong|ngd senior public servants so that they can learn more about
sum of the Lion Arts Centre now shown under the grants ofyr collections and the important role that the arts play in
$816 000, the contemporary music consultant, $108 00G5oyth Australia.
giving a reduction of $132 500. In December, | think that the Adelaide Festival Centre
Mrs KOTZ: There have been recent questions andrust will be extending an invitation to members to see
answers on the area of the transfer of film and videos frorbehind the scenes and also to go to the workshop at Dry
the South Australian Film and Video Centre. | refer to pageCreek, which | think at that time will haviliss Saigorin
357, estimates and information, the program for the provisioronstruction. The workshops of the Adelaide Festival Centre
of State library services. Will the Minister inform the Trust are acknowledged to be, if not the best, then on a par
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with the best in the world. So | hope that members will notStates. In addition to its own databases and collections, the
miss that opportunity. State Library has joined a scheme called Carl Uncover, which
The Film Corporation is equally prepared to be involvedis an online fast track document delivery service based in the
in this program in terms of informing members. | suppose itUnited States.
is a variation of the member for Ramsey’s 10 days in the So, the State Library on North Terrace is becoming very
private sector. We want to help inform members ofinternational as well as providing services from the United
Parliament a little more about what we do in the arts and whystates with databases from there out to Roxby Downs,
and how the arts can contribute much more strongly to th€oober Pedy, Marla and Ceduna. Itis just fantastic, but | will
economic development as well as the cultural life of thisask Ms Awcock to elaborate.
State. Ms Awcock: The award to which the Minister referred
The specific answer to the honourable member’s questiowas for the effective implementation of the State Library’s
is that the State Library’s strategic plan contains a stated aimomputer system, SALINET. We were one of two cultural
of becoming a library without walls—which is a fantastic institutions in Australia that won a national award, the other
aim—offering maximum access to its collections by otherbeing the Powerhouse Museum in Sydney. This is because
libraries from a distance. The target for 1994-95 is not onlywe have been able to demonstrate effectively that the system
to provide access to the State Library to search for sources tiiat has been installed over the past two to three years has
information but to deliver the full text of the information as enabled us to make all sorts of fantastic things happen. So,
quickly as possible direct to local public libraries. we are proceeding to link people into the global networks,
This enables public libraries and their users anywhere iand what the Minister was saying before is an indication that,
the State to extend the range of reference services availaldgen though the State Library is bounded by four walls on
to their clients and affords the clients access to such reNorth Terrace, the access it provides to the world’s inter-
sources. Technology in libraries is in a state of transition, butational information resources is available to anyone through
currently existing factors are allowing improvements to fulltheir public library, through their home or office, and every
text document delivery services to remote sites. These factoday more and more people are actually dialling into the State
include the availability of fax machines in public libraries or Library services from distant places.
local councils across the State, combined with greater access The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The taskforce report that was
to the State Library through the Public Libraries Automatedreferred to earlier tonight refers at length to new technologies
Information Network (PLAIN) or the South Australian inthe arts and perhaps briefly the State Librarian could refer
Library Information Network (SALINET). New commercial- to Bizline and the work there in terms of new technologies.
ly produced electronic databases are being implemented at the Ms Awcock: The Bizline service is the State Library’s
State Library with funds from the Libraries Board, and newcommercial information service for business and industry or
services are being offered through the Australian Academifor private individuals who choose to take a fast track service,
Research Network and the international network Internet tavho want information more speedily, or who want to use
provide fast delivery by fax. database activity and on-line searches to a much greater
During the past three financial years the Libraries Boarextent than the normal service would provide. The State
has provided from trust funds $320 000, which includes thid.ibrary’s goal is to achieve 30 per cent of its resources from
1994-95 allocation, for the purchase and implementation ofion-government funds by the year 2020, so on the current
network databases during this transitional period betweerate it is going to take us 30 years to get there. But Bizline is
traditional hard copy resources and those available electrortire key to part of that economic input, and we have created
cally. This has enabled the library to introduce the provisiora permanent position in the State Library structure, so that we
of information in electronic formats, meeting the needs othave one person dedicated solely to the provision of the
those clients who are already skilled in using computeservice, and every year there is a growing number of
systems and who now expect that a large research armlisinesses in South Australia actually taking advantage of it,
information library such as the State Library will have accesaind some outside of South Australia as well. So we are
to electronic information resources. delighted with the progress of the service, and every indica-
During this transition period from hard cover to electroni-tion is that it will continue to grow, because the demand is
cally delivered information, the library requires its hard copyuntapped and a reasonable amount of promotion has gone
resources to meet the needs of clients who still expedhto gaining new target markets for that service.
information in traditional formats, and while the new The Hon. M.D. RANN: While on the subject of libraries,
electronic resources are undergoing a settling down phastie Minister made a great deal before the election that a
The State Library’s document delivery service provided.iberal Government, if elected, would maintain the State
copies of articles held in the State Library to public librariesLibrary being open on evenings, every evening. Can she
at nominal cost through a scheme operated by the Chiefssure us that the State Library will not have to be closed one
Librarians Association of South Australia (CLASA). The night per week?
target for expanded services this year is expected to resultin The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Regrettably | never had an
a much higher use of this service with a greater range abpportunity to say, as the honourable member suggests, that
materials available. the State Library would be open every night of the week. The
The State Library has also been experimenting withcommitment | made at a public meeting on 23 May 1993 was
making indices and abstracts available to offsite users, arttiat a Liberal Government would promise that the library
also has subscribed to general periodicals and busineasuld be open in the evenings for four nights per week. At
periodicals on disk provided by an international company. Inthat stage the library hours had been cut to 56.5 hours per
fact, | understand that the State Library has won nationalveek. On that same occasion the then Minister, Ms Levy,
awards for its work in this field. There have also been manypromised five nights per week. The situation is that, under
other indices that are now available in online catalogue, antabor, the library hours had fallen to 56.5 from 67 hours per
a number of the new databases emanate from the Unitegeek. They were increased just before the election, | recall,
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to 62.5 hours per week. Funding decisions that | have had to With regard to this arm’s length responsibility of the
implement and ask the State Library for its cooperation hav®inister to the arts, it is something about which | am very
meant that the State Library board recommended witltonscious. | got a shock when | saw the review report and the
reluctance and | accepted with equal reluctance in theeference to ‘branch’ of the department. | personally did not
circumstances that the library would close at 5 p.m. orlike that reference at all. That is why we have this selection

Thursdays. process: so that | am not directly appointing people to the
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Has this been announced hew board. o . .
publicly before tonight? The new articles of association, which | have seen, will

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes. it has been announced directly state that | or future Ministers do not interfere in
publicly and it has been circulated in the library. Nothing hadartistic decision-making and that all responsibility is delegat-
been hidden. There have been press advertisements. In trufi§l- | @m not sure that | can go to greater lengths. | am not

you do not really want to advertise such a fact, but of cours&Ure, when the honourable member was Minister of Tourism
we have to in terms of the access hours. and in terms of the Convention Centre, whether or not he

There has been a cut of three hours from the hours th rEterfered; but | certainly do not intend to do so in terms of
Labor reintroduced prior to the election. On Thursday e Festival. Perhaps he is worried about me and the Festival
evenings, on average, approximately 60. people use trHee(:ause he interfered at the Convention Centre. | am not sure.
library. | say to those people and to the library staff that | The Hon. M.D. RANN: Oh dear, goodness gracious. It

regret that this decision has had to be made. When times ajaust be late at night. | would say that the Minister is not

more buoyant the library will benefit coping. These are legitimate questions which the arts

. community is asking.
Thg Hon. M.D. RANN: On the question of the reportthat The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | know, and that is why |

the Minister received on the structure and operation of thg ,o\vered—
Adelaide Festival, we would all be concerned if the tradition- 114 Hon. M.D. RANN: This is not me. The report states:
'z[ir:a;rr.?fllength role from thec'nglfrt]ertltshdep/:eq'tl amgwa;re In effect, the Adelaide Festival will become a branch of the

at It has been recommende at the Minister adop aBepartment for the Arts and Cultural Development under the
Adelaide Convention Centre model. It seems to me that fogsinister for the Arts.
many people who are interested in the Festival there i?hat is you. Okay?
considerable disquiet in this town and interstate about a range e Hon. Diana Laidlaw: And that's what | have said

of things. Of course, there were the Writers’ Week changesypat | have said in answer is that the articles of association,
Paragraph 4 of the report states: which define—

In effect, the Adelaide Festival will become a branch of the The Hon. M.D. RANN: Let’s not have the smart alec
Department for the Arts and Cultural Development under th&esponses. You were asked a question.

Minister for the Arts. The CHAIRMAN: The honourable member asked a

| think that really gives the game away. It also states: question: he gets an answer.
The Minister would have no direct involvement with the artistic ~ 1he Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You just didn't like the
program or financial decisions. response.

The Hon. M.D. RANN: And you get another question,
ecause | am entitled to one before we run out of time.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The honourable member just
idn’t like the response.
The Hon. M.D. RANN: On the question of WOMAD—

I am concerned about the growing political influence in term
of the Festival. | would also like to know when the Chair of
the Festival will be chosen and when the committee to choos
the board will be announced, let alone the actual board. Th
Festival still m r rl ndh n so for som h . >

estival still seems to be rudderless, and has been so for so eThe Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Mr Chairman, | could not

months. make it clearer, in terms of defining the working relationship
The Hon. Diana Lgldlaw. The selection panel has been than in the articles of association. | did not write the report
well and truly appointed. It met yesterday and today 10, yorms of the review. | have indicated that | did not like the
recommend to me nommanonslfor the board. . reference to ‘branch’. Anybody—the CEO, the head of the
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Who is on that committee? task force or others who spoke to me about this—would be
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Itis chaired by Mr Ross Adler. able to confirm that. So, my first opportunity to establish a
There are three members from the commercial communityorking relationship is in the articles of association, which
and three from the arts community. The three members fromill establish the new board. There it is clearly delegated, at
the commercial community are Mr Leon Holmes, a formermy request, that in relation to artistic policy | or future
representative of Shell in South Australia; Lyn Whicker, of Ministers will not interfere. In fact, | might say, if the
Public Relations at the Terrace Intercontinental Hotel; anthonourable member is getting snitchy at this stage of the
John Potter, who heads the Sturt-Norwood bid for the AFLnight, that a lot of people do not worry about my interfering
but who before that was with the AMP in South Australia.or my integrity but they worry about future Ministers
Judith McCann of the Film Corporation, Kerry Comerford interfering. So it is a safeguard with regard to future Minis-
and Ken Lloyd were the three arts representatives. ters. In terms of delegated responsibility, that is clearly
I asked a number of people to participate in this. The factefined at my request.
that it required two full days work precluded a number of The Hon. M.D. RANN: Several years ago WOMAD got
people, as did the need to change the date for the interviewupport from both the Minister for the Arts and me as
I would like to thank all who were involved in the selection Minister of Tourism and Minister for State Services in terms
committee for their time and enthusiasm and all whoof underwriting. | know that you recently announced that
indicated a wish to participate. The selection will come to mehere would be a special allocation through the tourism
on Monday, and thereafter the names referred to me plus nyudget to support the event. What is being done to support
nomination for Chair will go to Cabinet. WOMAD out of the arts budget? Do you envisage WOMAD
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continuing on as an alternative year to the Festival? Do you That will not necessarily be the funding arrangement in
now rule out the Festival becoming an annual event? And dthe future, but because additional funds were found for
you support the concept of a film week run along similar linegourism toward the last of the budget process deliberations
to Writers’ Week? that was the most effective way to deal with this matter
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: In terms of the film week, the quickly. As | say, | do not believe it will be the funding
decision is ultimately up to the Artistic Director of the day. arrangement for the future. In terms of the Festival being held
I indicated publicly in response to an earlier question by thén alternate years, that has been the Cabinet view that | have
honourable member on this subject that | was open to anstated. The question relating to an annual event, was that in
suggestions that would help to make the Festival strongeterms of Writers’ Week or the Festival?
and | said that | would forward all suggestions to the Artistic  The Hon. M.D. RANN: The Festival.
Director. | have had a number of representations since from The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: To be quite honest, | do not
film festival people who want no part of their being confusedrule out anything in the arts at any time. For the foreseeable
with the Festival; they want their own stand-alone festivalfuture, | definitely believe that alternate years is the best for
So, that matter has to be taken into account as well. South Australia, and that will be the case for the next few
In terms of WOMAD, $250 000 will be provided this year Years, at least while this Government is .the.Government.
through special tourism funds; there is a $400 000 guarantee 'he CHAIRMAN: | declare the examination of the vote
against loss in terms of underwriting— completed.
The Hon. M.D. RANN: By whom: the Arts Department?
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, by Tourism.
The Hon. M.D. RANN: How much from Arts?
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: They have only sought ADJOURNMENT
$650 000. All the funding that has been sought by Rob
Brookman and the Festival Centre has been provided at this At 10.2 p.m. the Committee adjourned until Tuesday 20
stage through Tourism. September at 11 a.m.




