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Members must identify a page number or program in the
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY relevant financial papers from which their question is derived.

I remind the Minister that there is no formal facility for the
tabling of documents before the Committee, however
documents can be supplied to the Chair for distribution to the
Committee. The insertion of materialltansardis permitted

on the same basis as applies in the House: that is, it must be

Wednesday 21 June 1995
ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B

Chairman: statistical and limited to one page in length.
Mr H. Becker I will ask the Minister to introduce advisers prior to the
commencement and at any changeover. All questions are to
Members: be directed to the Minister and not the Minister’s advisers.
Mr M.J. Atkinson The Minister may refer questions to advisers for a response.
Mr C.J. Caudell For the benefit of departmental officers a diagram showing
Mr M.R. De Laine facilities available to them is available from the attendants
Mrs R.K. Geraghty and at the rear of the Chamber. | also advise that for the
Ms E.M. Penfold purpose of the Committee there will be some freedom
Mr I.H. Venning allowed for television coverage by allowing a short period of
filming from the northern gallery. All television stations have
The Committee met at 11 a.m. been advised by the Speaker of the procedures to be followed,

but they must not interfere in the seating arrangements for the
other media. | now invite the Minister to detail any agreed
program and to make a brief opening statement.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have pleasure in bringing to
this Estimates Committee for debate the total budget for the

Transport, $46 198 000 Department of Transport which is $344.1 million. This
budget reflects the significant progress made in implementing
Witness: the key reforms to transport over the past year and includes
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw, Minister for Transport. functions transferred from TransAdelaide and the Marine and
) Harbors Agency. During 1994-95 the department carried out
Departmental Advisers: a strategic review which identified four key roles:
Mr R. Payze, Chief Executive Officer. - leadership in the development of State Government
Mr T. Delaney, Manager, Finance. transport policy;
Mr P. Edmonds, General Manager, Ports Corporations.

; . . ; leadership in the development of integrated transport
Mr M. Benenista, Director, Technical Services. system planning;

Mr R. Frisby, Registrar of Motor Vehicles. management of the use of the transport system; and

The CHAIRMAN: | welcome the Minister and her staff. _ = Management of transport infrastructure.
The proceedings are relatively informal. If the Minister The strategic review will carry the department towards best
undertakes to supply information at a later date, it must be jRractice and is consistent with actions taken in other States
a form suitable for insertion iklansard and two copies must for transport. Implemerytaﬂon of the strategic review is well
be submitted to the Clerk of the House of Assembly no latefdvanced in contracting out provider functions while
than Friday 7 July. | propose to allow the lead speaker for théetaining policy, regulation and project management capacity,
Opposition and the Minister to make an opening statemenB!US some operational functions.
if desired, of about 10 to 15 minutes. A flexible approach will ~ The strategic review will see a reduction from 1993-94
be applied to giving the call for questions. Each member wilemployment levels of 2600 to 1300 as contracting out
be asked to address three questions to the Minister. | wiproceeds. The current work force number is 2 100. The
permit supplementary questions to be asked provided they aféview is anticipated to provide net financial savings to
relevant to the expansion of a particular line of questioningGovernment and therefore taxpayers of $141 million over a
but | will not permit continual supplementary questions. 10 year period. These benefits will take the form of improved

Members will also be allowed to make a brief statementgervices, lower user costs and charges, and an improvement
if they wish. Subject to the convenience of the Committeeln the Government’s budgetary position.
a member who is outside the Committee and desires to ask The 1995-96 budget provides for roads related State
a question will be permitted to do so once the line of quesfunded expenditure of $222.4 million. In 1995-96 the
tioning on an item has been exhausted by the Committee éfovernment has directed revenue associated with untied
with the concurrence of both sides. An indication to the Chaigrterial road funds to the department. These road funds are
in advance from a member outside the Committee whaow paid to the State as general purpose payments from the
wishes to ask a question is necessary. Questions must B®mmonwealth and this year, for the first time since 1993,
based on lines of expenditure, as revealed in the Estimates will be passed on to the department in lieu of special purpose
Receipts and Payments (printed paper No. 9). Reference mayterial road funds.
be made to other documents, including the Program Estimates The budget reinforces the Government’'s commitment to
and the Auditor-General’s Report, although | realise that theeal all unsealed rural arterial roads in incorporated areas over
Auditor-General’'s Report has not been delivered and thea 10 year period with an allocation in 1995-96 of
members will have the opportunity later in the parliamentany$5.5 million. Cycling continues to be a high priority—and |
year to discuss and debate that report when it is brought tonow the member for Spence will applaud this initiative. In
Parliament. 1995-96 funding through the department for cycling initia-
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tives will be $2.5 million, an increase from $1.2 million in ~ The Government has decided to reinstate that fund in the
1994-95. form of $250 000 this year. It is my intention that it be built

The budget for 1995-96 allows for the continuation ofup to $500 000 again. That fund will augment the sums of
work on the following projects: Cross Road, between Soutfinoney raised from a levy. A working party has been
Road and West Terrace; Main North Road, between Hogart@stablished to assess the levy and it has recommended that the
Road and The Grove Way; Port Road, replacement of thigvy for recreational boat owners be $25. | have sought
Hindmarsh Bridge; Salisbury Highway—South Roadfurther information in relation to the levy and smaller boats,
Connector; Sturt Highway, between Daveyston and Penfoldgnd certainly boats 10 feet and under would be exempt. An
Hill; further work on the Mt Barker freeway toward a major iSsue is to be resolved in terms of houseboats, whether they
upgrading of that road. be for recreational or for commercial purposes. A recommen-

During the forthcoming financial year, the following work dation has not been considered by my Party or Cabinet in
will be commenced: Southern Expressway, a major arteridlation to the fee, but the fee will be introduced this year.
road to the south from Darlington to Old Noarlunga; Tapleys In respect of the recreational boating facilities to which the
Hill Road, works associated with the Adelaide Airport honourable member referred initially, the shortfall in the
runway extension; and the South Coast Road on Kangar(ﬁ(pen'diture to that which was allocated arises from delays
Island, the sealing of the unsealed section. Other majcﬂ\ssomated with grants to councils for capital works projects.
initiatives include: compliance with and active participation | "€y have been approved, but there has been some delay
in national regulatory reform in driver licensing, heavyfrom the council perspective in the suspending of those funds.
vehicle registration and management, and road safety; ani'erefore, while they have been approved, they have not
establishing the Government's bus and depot leasing busing@gen spent pending the work being undertaken by the
on a commercial basis in support of tendering out publi¢€Spective councils.

transport services, including a $4.5 million allocation fora  MrATKINSON: Supplementary to that, how much will
new bus purchase program. the recreational boating levy be and how much will it raise

In relation to the major road aspects of its functions, thé" 1995967 . ) .
department has been benchmarked favourably with compa- 1€ Hon. Diana Laidlaw: I cannot confirm how much
rable agencies interstate by the Business Council of Australiz Wil raise until Cabinet has agreed on what the levy will be,
on aworld’s best practice comparison. The decision to brin@Ut it is recommended to be $25 per annum for recreational
forward the State budget to this time rather than the tradition?©ats Of 3.1 metres in length and longer.

al time of August will assist the department in spreading. Mr ATKINSON: How will the owners of small boat:c,)
contract work over the full financial year which, in turn, will "2V€ & say in the use of the funds raised by the levy? In

provide efficiencies in the private sector. | look forward to proppsing this $25 levy on boaties has the Government
considered the impact on boat clubs and club maintained

guestions from members of the committee. facilit ticularl trv boat clubs? H il "
The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments open acrities, particutarly country boat ciubs 7 How wiitcountry

. . ; ; A
for examination. Does the lead speaker for the Oppositiontﬁ) oe_}thﬂuaizavgi :I?a'nf;iugv?rﬂfss??zg;ggtg;trg:rﬂqe?nzy'
wish to make an opening statement? : ) ’

Mr ATKINSON: No. | refer the Minister to Estimates of working party has been established, and that comprises

. . presentatives of the South Australian Boating Industry
Eﬁgglept)tstﬁgdGPo?/)gTr?rgt:n?ag;ismﬁg dartlr?a%li?'\/lv%&?jlgsgr-l sociation, the South Australian Recreational Boating
' . , ssociation and the South Australian Fishing Industr

$227 000 on recreational boating facilities, but only $97 00(% g y

. . ouncil. It also comprises—
was spent. If the Government believes there is a need for ;. ATKINSON: And the member for Kaurna.

improved recreational boating facilities, why did it spend less 16 Hon. Diana Laidlaw: And the member for Kaurna.
than half its 1994-95 capital payments allocation for recreay e aways considered it wise to have the wisdom of a
tional boating facilities? If not, why does the Govemme”tpolitician—of whatever persuasion—on some of these
plan to introduce a levy on small boat owners? committees.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will start with the second part Mr ATKINSON: Of whatever persuasion.
of the question. | think the honourable member was a member The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is just generally a mark

of Parliament when the Hon. Barbara Wiese was Minister fopf respect for politicians across the board. | believe that there
Transport. She introduced major legislative reform throughyre also two representatives from country councils and two
the Harbors and Navigation Bill. An important part of that representatives from the metropolitan councils, but | can
Bill was the initiative to establish a levy. clarify that. Certainly those representatives have been
Mr ATKINSON: I opposed it in Caucus. nominated by the Local Government Association and not by
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The honourable member may me or by the Government. That committee deliberately is
have opposed it in Caucus, but he did not have the numberdesigned to be alert to the interests of boat owners across the
The Labor Government of the day introduced it and, as Btate in both the coastal and the Murray River areas, and it
recall, it won unanimous support in both Houses. It washas made the recommendation in terms of the levy. It also
conditional support by the Liberal Party because we indicatedill be making recommendations to me in terms of the
that, while we supported a levy, we could not support a levypriority for work to be undertaken. At the moment most of
without Government funding being reinstated for boatingthe applications have come from River Murray towns and
facility purposes. The fund was established by the Tonkircountry council areas. As they are received they will be put
Government with a sum of $500 000. After the Tonkinin a priority order and recommendations will be made to me
Government lost the election, that sum of money wadgrom that broad-based committee.
progressively reduced in value and was transferred to the Mr ATKINSON: The Minister refers to the Boating
portfolio of the then Minister for Recreation, Sport and Facilities Advisory Committee. How were the members of
Racing (Mr Kym Mayes), and it disappeared altogether. that committee chosen and what expertise does the Chairman
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of the committee, the Liberal Party member for Kaurna, havealready been contracted out. That work, which has been
in recreational boating? completed, relates to routine laboratory testing and pavement
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | understand that she not only assessments; geotechnical testing and pavement assessments;
participates in and enjoys boating but also has a seasidgotechnical drilling and testing; surveying services,
electorate. Further, as a former member of the Noarlungcluding cadastral survey and Land Titles Office searches;
council she was actively involved in discussions aboumetropolitan and rural testing which relates to driver testing
boating facilities some years ago. The other members of thier licences; salvage operations; structural design; road and
committee have all been nominated by their respectivéandscape design; payroll services (although that has not been
associations, whether it be the Local Government Associatiooompleted in terms of contracting out); all printing services;
or the boating associations to which | referred. | recall thaheavy transport; and stationery stores.
the nominee of the CEO of the Department of Transport, Ms Work is progressing on the following areas: the rider safe
Gurr, is an active member of the Riverland boatingprogram for motor cycles; plant operations training; pave-
community. ment marking; supply warehousing and direct purchasing; all
Mr ATKINSON: Will the report of the committee of the training programs; basic accounting and bookkeeping;
member for Kaurna, which recommends a $25 levy oraccounts payable; debt management; and worker rehabilita-
boaties, be released for public scrutiny and, if not, why not?on. It is clear that quite a lot of work has been undertaken

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Which report? with regard to contracting out since February.
Mr ATKINSON: The report of the committee which We have also outsourced the operation of four ferries. The
recommends to you this levy. department is working with the asset management task force

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It came in a letter. Thereis no on the outsourcing of further functions. It is expected that
formal report. The recommendation came in about a threeegistrations of interest for outsourcing of the asphalt

paragraph letter. production plant at Marino will be advertised in the next
Mr ATKINSON: May we see it? fortnight. The manufacturing of signs will be outsourced by
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Of course you can. late August. The department and the task force are currently

Mr ATKINSON: How much does the Government expectscoping and preparing documentation for the sale of the
to raise from recreational boat registration fees and motadepartment’s entire plant fleet and workshops. That will be
boat operator fees in 1995-96, and will the Minister bear irfor later this financial year.
mind that aged pensioners do not receive a discount on their System and legislative changes are being prepared to
boat registration as they would on motor vehicle registrationenable registration and licence transactions to be outsourced
and would she consider a pensioner discount? to the business sector. Documentation is being prepared for

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There is a line relating to the first two road maintenance contracts. That is interesting
regulatory fees and fines under the Boating Act for $1.28because road maintenance is an area over which the depart-
million estimated this year, which includes fines. | will get ment has had a monopoly, although probably not by design.
a definite answer for the honourable member either latdrdowever, the private sector has not been involved in the area
today or certainly by 7 July. before. Therefore, this is a new experience for everybody—

Mr ATKINSON: What about pensioner discounts? both the private sector and the department. The department

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will most definitely consider  will be competitive tendering for the work in future.
that. Documentation is now being prepared for two road

Mr CAUDELL: In the Minister’s opening statement, a maintenance contracts: one in the Mid North and one in the
brief overview was given of the projected outcome of thenorth-west metropolitan area. Tenders are anticipated to be
department’s strategic review. Will the Minister provide morecalled for those contracts in late July. All road construction,
detailed information on the proposed organisation structuras opposed to road maintenance work, is already subject to
and the work force planning? open competitive tendering.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This major strategic review As | indicated earlier, we anticipate that implementation
applies to ports, rail, aviation and roads because we am@f those initiatives will lead to a 50 per cent reduction in the
reforming the transport system in this State. We want talepartment’s work force by December 1996. Equally
ensure that South Australia is nationally and internationallymportantly, it will save plenty of money in the immediate
competitive in this respect. There is no point providing fundsand longer terms. In the immediate term, it has allowed the
for new businesses to come here or providing support fodepartment to undertake a host of new initiatives, including
businesses to stay in South Australia if we cannot get outhe sealing of unsealed roads in country areas. Money has
product to domestic and international markets most efficientalso been contributed from that saving source for the
ly. Southern Expressway and other positive initiatives.

So, transport has a key role to play in the marketplace. As The CEO has initiated some organisational changes. The
part of the reform process, the Department of Transport'executive has undertaken an analysis of functions to be
budget is to be used more effectively in future in the promoperformed in future and has categorised these functions into
tion of the Government’'s economic development and jobgroups and sections. Also, independent consulting advice has
agendas while at the same time enhancing customer servibeen sought on the most appropriate future structure of the
and reducing costs by introducing greater emphasis oexecutive and the directorates. These two studies are now
outsourcing and competition. being amalgamated with a view to announcing the new

The strategic review which | announced in this place ordirectorate and sections structure soon after 30 June. It is
21 February committed the department to a significant changexpected that there will be quite an extensive reduction in
in its role and function plus a coordinated reform agenda taniddle management positions arising from these two reviews.
improve performance. There is a whole range of areas in Mr CAUDELL: As a supplementary question, will the
which the honourable member may be interested in terms afepartment’s head office at Walkerville be sold as part of the
work traditionally undertaken by the department that hagproposed asset sales program?
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The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This matter has been con-  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, most definitely. There
sidered. It is an issue that the Walkerville council and thénas been ongoing consultation for some years, and that has
local member have been keen to push, as | know are locaitensified in more recent months. The department does not
residents, too. Some in Treasury think that the Walkervilldhave all knowledge in these matters. This expenditure of
land on which the department resides would provide windfaltaxpayers’ money must be for the benefit of taxpayers
profits for Treasury. Accordingly, the department recentlygenerally. It must also be accommodated by the local
engaged Colliers Jardine to undertake preliminary investigacommunity and, therefore, the local council, plus the local
ions and to examine options to accommodate the departmemember will certainly be involved and so will other bodies
away from Walkerville and allow for the redevelopment of such as Aboriginal groups.
the site. Mr CAUDELL: | refer to the Program Estimates

The study concluded, however, that despite the amount ¢page 289), and ‘Planning and Coordination of Transport'.
attractively priced office accommodation in and aroundThe Prime Minister recently announced the funding for the
Adelaide, to which the department could move, theextension of the Adelaide Airport runway. What funding is
Government would be better off if the department remaineduvailable from the Federal Government in 1995-96 financial
located at Walkerville for the next six or seven years. Everyear for this purpose?
with incentives or a discounted rental the cost of relocation The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: None. There is no Federal
to another site cannot be justified at this time. The study didunding for the project included in the Federal Government’s
make clear that the interest in respect of Walkerville councilGovernment 1995-96 budget. The Commonwealth assumes
and the disposal of land along Walkerville Terrace are thingthat the State will cover all expenses next financial year.
that we are prepared to pursue, subject to satisfactolowever, we are having good negotiations with the Federal
financial arrangements being concluded. So, we can anticMinister, Mr Brereton, and his officers, and | would have to
pate that Walkerville Terrace will be redeveloped accordingsay that they are most constructive at this stage. We are
to council requests in the near future, and developers argkeking to achieve an agreement with the Commonwealth on
local residents can consider development options at that timéhe runway option and the total funding required. We are also

Mr CAUDELL: My question deals with the Southern trying to reach a formal agreement between the
Expressway and refers to page 40 of the Capital Work€ommonwealth and the State to confirm the Federal funding
Program and page 296 of the Program Estimates. | am suocemmitment and the recovery of the State’s $20 million. At
that the member for Spence, being the shadow spokesperstiris stage, all the Commonwealth envisages following the
on transport, will support the Southern Expressway, especiaRrime Minister's commitment to the runway is that State
ly since his former Deputy Leader, the Hon. Don Hopgoodfunds be utilised. So there has been to be some better
supported the building of the Southern Expressway, whicluinderstanding on that matter than we have at present, and we
will start in December 1995. When will decisions be madeare working through that constructively.
about the connectors at Darlington and Reynella, the form of There must also be a formal agreement to undertake the
the road in terms of any climbing lanes at Darlington, the busvorks with the Federal Airports Corporation, which owns the
priority lanes and facilities for cycling? property. In respect of the runway option and the total

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: When the Premier made the funding required, present indications are that an agreement
announcement for the $112 million Southern Expressway iwill be reached between the Commonwealth and the State by
was apparent that further consultancy work would have to bearly July. Also by early July we anticipate reaching a formal
undertaken in terms of some of the details that the membergreement confirming the funding commitment from the
has outlined. The statement in broad terms was that we wouldommonwealth and the recovery of the State’s $20 million
have a two lane reversible road from Darlington via Reynellafter the leasing process. By the end of July | anticipate that
to Old Noarlunga. Rust PPK has been engaged to do somewk will reach a formal agreement with the Federal Airports
the more detailed work. | have received the preliminary repor€orporation to undertake the works.
on the connectors. That will be discussed with local councils One problem that we face at the moment is the environ-
and, if local members wish, they can also participate—and inental impact statement. It would be logical for the Federal
suspect they would wish to do so—in assessing some of th&irports Corporation to undertake this work, but | understand
details with the department in the very near future. | believehat it is reluctant to do so and that it may fall to the Depart-
the next study | am to receive from Rust PPK is in terms ofnent of Transport. We are trying to address some issues,
the cross-section. That will look at what will be required, thatbecause the Federal Airports Act requires a Federal parlia-
is, a climbing lane up O’Halloran Hill and provision for mentary inquiry into these works. It may be that we can
priority bus lanes and the cycling track. | am absolutelynegotiate our way around having to do some of those things.
determined, as is the department, that this new expresswagee that the member for Peake suggests that that will not be
be of benefit not only to motorists but to other users such agossible, but | might have to work around him as well. He
cyclists, and that it be an important addition in terms ofsuggests further that that will not be possible, either. Some
amenity to the area by having a linear park as was establishgdocedures will have to be negotiated. No Federal money has
by the former Liberal Tonkin Government, when we built thebeen granted at the moment. We must undertake the prepara-
O-Bahn. We have this fantastic linear park from Tea Tredion of the environmental impact statement as soon as
Gully to the sea. We would like to see a similar one from Oldpossible, and when Mr Brereton returns from overseas shortly
Noarlunga to Darlington, and further to the city, if | am we anticipate that we will negotiate the proponent to under-
around for long enough. take the preparation of that environmental impact statement.

Mr CAUDELL: The Marion council has expressed a The Government’s preferred option is the $71 million
desire for consultation. Will there be ongoing consultationextension of the runway with the taxiway and a tunnel, but
with councils such as Marion in the development at thet may be that the Federal Government will prefer the cheaper
Darlington end of the proposal and any other connectors thaiption, which is a road diversion and extension of the runway
may be looked at? together with a taxiway. Certainly, the State would be
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distressed as would exporters and all airline companies if the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: My staff were not involved.
Federal Government provided funds sufficient only for a road remember that | was provided with a draft copy to check
diversion and extension of the runway but no taxiway—thagbout 15 minutes before it went to the printer, and | checked
would be a rotten deal. it.

Mr CAUDELL: Supplementary to that, the Minister ~ Mrs Geraghty: A short time.
mentioned the possible need for a Federal Government The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | also think that it was rather
parliamentary inquiry. She would be aware that the Soutla short time—I agree.
Australian Public Works Committee may be required to Mrs GERAGHTY: Who is the consultant and how many
review some of the activities if expenditure exceedsgssues of Expresswayare planned; when will they be
$4 million. Will the Government hope to arrive at a compro-produced and how much has been set aside in the budget for
mise with the Federal Government so that there will be juspublicity of the Southern Expressway?
one inquiry into the proposal by the South Australian Public  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will provide answers to those

Works Committee? detailed questions for the honourable member. The consultant
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | think that is a stunning idea, is O’Reilly Consultants. _
and | thank the honourable member for his suggestion. Mr ATKINSON: Mike O'Reilly?

Mrs GERAGHTY: Does the Minister agree with the ~ The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: He is the principal.
member for Mawson that completion of the Southern MrATKINSON: It's nice to keep itin-house.
Expressway will take a minimum of 15 minutes off a trip The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | take obJe_ct|on to that remark.
from the central business district to McLaren Vale, bearingr he member for Spence made a notoriously underhanded and
in mind that in answer to a question from the member foobjectionable comment about keeping this in-house.
Spence earlier this year she said that the expressway would Mr Atkinson interjecting: _
take four to seven minutes off a trip from the CBD to  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This consultancy had nothing
Reynella? to qlo with the L!beral Party, me or the Premier’s ofﬂce, for
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Reynella and McLaren Vale Which Mr O'Reilly previously worked. As is required by
are situated far apart. It is anticipated that there it would tak&0vernment generally: in respect of any consultancy over
some four to five minutes to Old Noarlunga and some 1520 000, the Government seeks submissions and tenders for
minutes to McLaren Vale. | think the member for Mawson that work. That is a very important criterion. In this instance
has underestimated the benefit to his constituents. To visit t{EWas not a public tender. Three to five people were asked for

region, | would suggest 20 minutes. expressions of interest to undertake this project. The major
Mrs Geraghty: | am not quite sure whether | agree with public relations firms in Adelaide were all invited to submit
that. ' their proposals. The decision was not mine: | was informed

of the outcome. | did not know whom the department was

- L : : : considering until that had been resolved, and that was a week
gﬂgg‘gséo '[ITeiSS%((E)(:engI‘STlII,ﬂ?aOtInt% ea gpl;[e?(?t?irmci)tr gﬁjmg kljgfter the event being confirmed. In fact, | did not even know
100 km/H; it may be 110 km/h. That will make a big differ- at that stage that Mr O’Reilly had Ieft the Premier’s Depart-
ence. In addition to the fact that there will be no traffic Iightsment’ S0 | could hardly have been involved.
on this expressway, increased speed and free flowing d
conditions are very important factors in the time savings.

Mr Caudell interjecting:

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It depends whether you are

Mrs GERAGHTY: You said that you will undertake to
vise how many issues Bikpresswayre planned.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes.

X el Mrs GERAGHTY: What was the total cost of establish-
Mr Atkinson interjecting: , ing and operating Radio Roadside 88FM; who outside the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The member for Mitchell = jepartment was involved in establishing Radio Roadside

asked the member for Torrens whether she supported th\. what was their part; and did your political staff, or that
Southern Expressway and the member for Spence answergglihe premier, participate in setting up Radio Roadside
on behalf of both members that the Opposition certainly doegggp»

| think without qualification. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That was one of the proposals

Mrs GERAGHTY: What are the total costs of the from the consultant. It was seen as an innovative communica-
preparation, production and distribution of issue No. 1 ofjons strategy and it was one of the reasons why the consul-
Expresswa,ythe publication circulated by the Governmenttott—mcy was won by the firm O'Reilly Consulting. | will
advertise the Southern Expressway? provide the other information for the honourable member. As

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It was funded by the Depart- | say, that was the consultant's own inspiration. My office did
ment of Transport. | will obtain those figures for the honour-not even know that the department had approached Mr
able member. O’Reilly, let alone been involved in any suggestion that this

Mrs GERAGHTY: As a supplementary question, who would be a sound communication strategy, which it has
outside the department helped to prepare the publication; distoved to be.
the Minister’s political staff or that of the Premier participate  Mr CAUDELL: | understand it has topped the rating
in it; and, if so, what was their role? survey in the area.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The department contracteda  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It has topped the rating
consultancy firm to help with a whole range of communica-survey—that is great news. Because it is true; it is a com-
tion strategies in relation to the Southern Expressway. Thahunications strategy. What the department has done is, after
consultant was responsible for the layout, the photographepeople have phoned in expressing concerns and interest,
the brochure and the bromide for that publication, as it didncluding seeking advice about when the jobs will be
with radio station 88FM. That work was done through theforthcoming—because there is high unemployment in the
consultant. south and people want jobs—change the message on the radio

Mrs GERAGHTY: And your staff? signal to answer the queries from the public. For those people
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who do not drive and cannot switch into the signal, we havestepped up with more Department of Transport traffic
provided the same advice through the newspaper to which thespectors assigned to patrol alternate roadways and ap-

honourable member earlier referred. proaches to the bridge. | emphasise that the Blanchetown
Mrs GERAGHTY: It would be interesting to have alook bridge is not in danger of imminent collapse. Itis not a threat
at the transcript of that. to public safety. It will safely carry all loads up to the legal

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You could ring my office. It  limit of 42.5 tonnes.
is on my office phone. You will not hear it all because we do  However, as the bridge is part of the national highway
not keep you waiting long. system it is imperative that it can accommodate modern,

Mrs GERAGHTY: As a supplementary. What is the total heavy freight vehicles, and | addressed that earlier in answer
expenditure on the Southern Expressway publicity to datep the member for Mitchell. We want to make sure our
and what expenditure has there been on constructing thieansport network is efficient in this State. The Blanchetown
Southern Expressway? bridge should be able to accommodate heavy freight vehicles

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will supply the figures in  such as B-doubles—it does not at the moment. Maunsell and
terms of the publicity. There have been no preconstructioilassell have completed some preliminary planning work.
activities in terms of the consultancies to which | haveConsultation has been completed with the Blanchetown
referred. Rust PPK and Maunsell have been engaged as themmunity. Construction will begin next year. It will be
project managers, but no construction activity has comeompleted in 1997, in terms of a replacement bridge. In the
menced yet. Certainly, it will have commenced by Decembemeantime, alarm has been spread through the media, big
this year—I do not care if it is just before midnight on 31 stories in theAdvertiser worry expressed by the Riverland
December this year, it will start. Land acquisition proceedinggourist Association, as the honourable member referred, and

have commenced. through local councils. | do not think it is necessary, but |
Mrs GERAGHTY: There has been no expenditure? have had discussions with the CEO for the department,
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: On earthworks, no. Mr Payze. We have come to the conclusion that, in terms of
Mrs GERAGHTY: And leading up to that? the alarm in the community at this time, we will make sure

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Preconstruction activities, in  that the Blanchetown weighbridge is staffed 24 hours a day
the sense that | have mentioned. The consultancy studies, thed that every truck going over the bridge both ways is
engagement of the project manager and land acquisition: allssessed or weighed.
those preliminary things are proceeding well. Trucks will be weighed if there is any suspicion that they

Mr VENNING: My first question concerns the are overweight, and that will require three shifts of inspectors.
Blanchetown bridge, Program Estimates, page 296. Th&hey will be in place soon and, after a trial period of, say, a
media has reported that the Blanchetown bridge has majdew months, the effectiveness of that will be assessed. We
engineering and structural weaknesses and overloaddwve to get the message through for truckies to be respon-
semitrailers could cause the bridge to collapse. Many of mgible. We should also get the message through that there is no
constituents are alarmed and | have been drawn to makeeed for immediate alarm. Such a strategy would be much
public comment about it. The Riverland Tourist Associationbetter than a one-way operation with lights, as proposed by
has called for traffic signals to be installed, so confiningthe Riverland Tourist Association, although | understand the
traffic to one-way operation on the bridge. What is thebasis on which the association, whose President is Mr Hill,
Minister's assessment of this proposal? has approached that idea.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: My assessment is solely Mr VENNING: We do need monitoring of the bridge,
dependent on advice | receive from the department and it igiven its deterioration and after the treatment the issue
turn has received independent confirmation of its findingsteceived on the front page of tiiavertiser which raised a
The bridge was builtin 1964 to design standards at the timdot of fears in the community. Is the condition of the bridge
I understand it was the first prestressed concrete bridge eveeing monitored regularly?
built in Australia. So, while it was designed to the standards The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, the bridge has been under
of the time, standards may not have been what they would beonstant oversight. Mr Payze, the CEO of the department, is
today. Anyway, a departmental investigation of thean engineer, and he may like to elaborate.

Blanchetown bridge last year concluded that the girders may Mr Payze: The structural sufficiency of the bridge is kept
not be sufficient to withstand a severe—I| emphasise severe-snder constant surveillance, as are all our structures. The
overload situation such as two grossly overloaded vehicleissue of replacement is more about enabling the bridge to
positioned in the same span at the same time. The probabilitarry the loads of the future rather than in respect of its
of this happening is extremely small and the department—ancurrent structural sufficiency. Because it was built to old
this is important—has had this statistical calculation con-design standards, the bridge does not have sufficient strength
firmed by an independent source. The probability of thewithin the existing structure to carry the loads that a national
bridge collapsing, according to a statistical calculation, ishighway system is expecting.

once in around 4 000 years. So, it is a pretty remote possibili- Mr VENNING: We know that construction of a new

ty. bridge is being organised. What is the date of the planned

The transport industry has been kept fully informed of thecompletion of the bridge? Can that date be brought forward?
load restrictions and, in addition, the department has begun The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No. It is expected to be
an extensive campaign targeted at the trucking industry toompleted in 1997, but | am not sure of the exact month.
enhance its awareness of the risks. This campaign consists\hat | am certain about is that there will be no replacement
letters to transport companies, brochures to be handed outlwidge for the new bridge for a long, long time, so | will not
heavy vehicle drivers by departmental inspectors on the roaclit corners.
and at waste stations, posters for roadhouses, etc. There hasMr VENNING: The Morgan-Burra Road is referred to
also been a media campaign. The local member has also beiarthe Capital Works Program (page 38). That paper states
active, as usual. Monitoring of heavy vehicle traffic has beerthat funding for this year will be $3.432 million. | want to say
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how pleased the local residents are about the completion abncession. Therefore, all States around Australia are
the road between Spalding and Burra. For so many years, thisoceeding with this legislation. It will not be in place by 1
key area has had the roughest roads in the State, so itJsly, but it will be introduced in this coming session of
pleasing that we can now drive on a sealed road betwedparliament and it will be implemented from 1 January.
Spalding and Burra. All eyes are now on the Burra-Morgan Further work will be done on other reforms that will be
section. | know work is being done there at the moment. Willintroduced in conjunction with these charges, namely,
the Minister give the Committee some detail about the worlcharges for light vehicle registration, which will be in place
that is being carried out and about what we can expect in thiey 1 July 1996. The legislation for heavy vehicle charges will
next 12 months? When can we even dream about theequire some in-depth assessment by my own Party col-
completion of this road? leagues and by the Parliament in terms of the concession
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The honourable member can structure, because some people may not wish to see the loss
dream about it for a little bit longer! The completion is of primary industry concessions.
scheduled for 1999-2000. The honourable member can MrVENNING: Whatimpact will the new heavy vehicle
celebrate on New Year's Eve of the year 2000 about theegistration charges have on farm vehicles, particularly in
completed road. Money has been advanced not only becaussation to compulsory third party insurance?
the honourable member told everyone | would ride my The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | know that this issue has been
bicycle along that road and | did not wish to but also becausefimportance to the honourable member for some time. The
the department agrees that there is merit in giving somBIRTC’s proposals for a national registration scheme include
priority to this road. The funding allocation is as follows: the requirement that all vehicles using the road network be
1995-96, $3.3 million; 1996-97, $3.1 million; 1997-98 registered and covered by third party bodily injury insurance.
$3 million; 1998-99, $3 million; and in the final year, As | have indicated, the commission’s charging regime and
1999-2000, $1.3 million. The estimated cost is $14 million.other reforms will be implemented in two phases commen-
It is seen as an extraordinarily important road for east-westing 1 January next year and on 1 July next year for light
transport, for freight and tourism in this State. The figuressehicles.
relate to a rural arterial road program to seal all unsealed The category of heavy vehicles includes all vehicles with
roads and incorporated areas which | will release in the near manufacturer’s gross vehicle mass greater than 4.5 tonnes.
future. It will provide for three, six, nine and 12 month periods of
Mr VENNING: Will the Minister say what is to happen registration for all vehicles in this category—and the
in the next 12 months, so that we can let constituents knowonourable member has advocated this for many years. |
where work will be carried out? think he is pleased that the Liberal Government has got in and
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have just approved the even that|am a Minister because he is getting what he wants
department’s seeking expressions of interest from consultantgiite often. A 36 month period of registration will be
up to the value of $80 000 to do a slope stability analysis, noavailable for those conditionally registered farm vehicles, and
only around the Burra area but also in a number of other aredsr other special purpose vehicles which attract no registra-
of the State. It is not just $80 000 being spent on this ondion fees an administration fee will be charged.
project. The slope stability analysis is very important, Premiums for third party insurance on farm vehicles have
because the road comes down through the hills into Burraiet to be determined by the premium’s committee, and |
Other design work has been undertaken. There will definitelgommend the efforts of the Registrar of Motor Vehicles, Mr
be road construction activity, but | suspect mainly at theFrisby, who has worked diligently in trying to seek a
Morgan end because at the Burra end we still have to definesolution to this matter. Consideration will be given to the
the route of the road around some of the older, importantjmited access of these types of vehicles on public roads.
historic houses. Farm vehicles will be required to display one number plate
Mr VENNING: My next question relates to the National and a registration label.
Road Transport Commission (Estimates of Payments, page The CHAIRMAN: We have had 12 questions and 13
287). | understand that all Transport Ministers previouslysupplementary questions in the first 60 minutes. | remind
agreed that all National Road Transport Commission chargegaembers that the practice of allowing three questions is based
could apply across Australia from 1995. Why is not legisla-on the practice of the House of Assembly in Committee.
tion being introduced in South Australia, and when will it be There is no provision in the Standing Orders for supplemen-
so introduced? tary questions, but | allow them to enable members to enlarge
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | think that the past two Labor on specific issues on specific lines. However, if the practice
Ministers (Hon. Frank Blevins and Hon. Ms Wiese) stated—of asking a supplementary question after each question
and this Government has agreed—that South Australia wouldontinues | will disallow further supplementary questions.
not proceed with any such uniform national charges for heavy Mr ATKINSON: | was surprised by the cavalier ap-
vehicles until we were confident that the New South Walegproach of the member for Custance and the Minister in
Government would not, by sleight of hand, agree to such eelation to the Blanchetown bridge. | know that the people in
national charge and then introduce heavy additional imposthat area are very faithful in supporting the Liberal Party, but
on heavy vehicle operators by way of a permit system. Na think they deserve better questions and better answers.
Government around Australia was confident that that would The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: What do you mean by
not happen in terms of the permit system while the'cavalier'?
Liberal/National Coalition Government remained in power.  Mr Venning: Yes, explain yourself.
While | did not applaud the election of the Labor Government The CHAIRMAN: Order! Everyone has their turn.
in New South Wales, | was pleased to note that it has The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Oh, he’s a ratbag.
indicated that no such permit system will be introduced and Mr ATKINSON: Can the Minister confirm that the
that it will forgo through Treasury about $40 million in tendons or ties holding the Blanchetown bridge together have
registration fees for heavy vehicles, and that is a very biglisintegrated owing to incorrect grouting and that there is
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nothing holding the bridge together other than the weight oEastern States into the weighbridge. | understand that there
the concrete stands and beams that form the horizontal pasas an incident some time ago at Keith or in the South-East
of the bridge? Is the bridge supporting itself by concretewvhere a truck was encouraged to turn into a weighbridge and
standing on concrete? that truck was found responsible for causing an accident. The

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | regret that the member has department then had some claim made against it, and we
brought such ill-informed advice into this place and deliberwould not proceed with such a practice. Minor road works
ately sought to alarm people further in relation to a mattewill be required and these will be undertaken. The department
where, as | have indicated, both the department and ae a responsible agency, and | am a responsible Minister, for
independent study have confirmed that the chances of thbat matter.

bridge collapsing, if it were ever to happen, would be once Mr ATKINSON: In prefacing my third and final

in about a 4 000 year occurrence. It is not going to fall oveiguestion, I point out to the Minister that the source of my
just because there is a gust of wind: it would be because thefgformation which she characterises as irresponsible and
were two grossly overladen vehicles positioned on the samgeurrilous is the District Council of Berri. Is there a risk of
span at the same time. Alarm has been generated over ti§gerladen vehicles snapping the bridge or parting the uprights
issue and it now has been perpetrated by the honourabi® that the horizontal portions of the bridge collapse into the
member, but for what purpose | am not sure, other than to g@&jurray River? Does the Minister believe that the chances of
his name in the paper. Other than for his campaign in relatiofiyo overloaded semitrailers crossing the vulnerable point
to Barton Road, hardly anyone would know that he is shadowimultaneously and causing the collapse to be, in the words
Transport Minister. of her spokesman, ‘absolutely minimal'?

The CEO for the department, Mr Payze, and | have rpq on Diana Laidlaw: | have said it three times:
decided that, notwithstanding all assessment that this effo rhaps the message cannot get through to the honourable
is not warranted, we will be deploying on a 24-hour basis,cmber or perhaps he is just going through his written
inspectors at weighbridges for a period of time to ensure thaf astions and cannot assess the answers. But it is about a
grossly irresponsible and overladen vehicles do not eveagnce in 4 000 year possibility. You will not be here, I will not
travel on the bridge, let alone travel at the same time on thge here and the bridge will still be going. Nevertheless, we
same span. Itis almpstlmpossm!e to bel!eve itcould happe\;lvi” be replacing it in part because of this issue but mainly
but the department is being cautious as it should be. Now, [f¢ -5 ,se 42 5 tonnes, which we now believe must be the legal
is being particularly sensitive because of ill-informed andyimt for heavy vehicles, is totally inadequate for B-double
scurrilous suggestions about the status of the bridge. 5 ement from the Eastern States to South Australia. It is

Mr ATKINSON: What regulations prevent the Depart- o+ gort of movement that we must encourage in terms of

ment Oftll— rahr]sEort frorrg) pulllnghAgg?ir?e'-\;)_ognd Semitra”le_rseconomic development of the State and efficient transport of
across the highway to be weighed? The Minister was replying, o ce and products to market.

to an earlier ion he Blanchetown bri when .
earlier question about the Blanchetown bridge when sfie Mrs PENFOLD: | refer to the Program Estimates, page

said that trucks would be weighed, and one of her adviser, . :
interjected that some of them would be assessed rather thgﬁa' and to page 40 of the Capital Works Program, which
adicates that work will commence on the South Coast Road

weighed. What does being ‘assessed rather than Welgheg]g Kangaroo Island. Will the Minister explain how this work

weighing and assessing will occur for a period of time? Ca S funded and is the project compatible with the Kangaroo

she assure the committee that the weighing will continue untfiS!and sustainable development strategy?
such time as the Blanchetown bridge is replaced? The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The seqhng of the South Coast
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Weighing is undertaken on a Road to the Flinders Chase National Park boundary is
periodic basis, and that will continue until the replacement ofstimated to cost $11 million to $12 million. We will be
the bridge. It may be increased beyond current effortspending $2 million this year on this important project. This
certainly for a minimum period of four months, and then welS hot a State Government responsibility in general terms
will assess the importance of the lessons that have been leakficause this road is a local government responsibility and |
by the community. If after four months it is judged that weWould not want councils generally to consider that the
still need 24-hour weighbridge attendants at Blanchetown, wPepartment of Transport is, in the next financial year,
will continue that effort. providing $2 million or will find $12 million over the next
It would be unwise to say that there are such grossljive years, thereby setting a precedent for other council areas
irresponsible people in the community that all the efforts that0 seek such funds. This is a special circumstance relating to
have been made, including the inflated claims by théhe tourism priority to Kangaroo Island. It also relates to the
honourable member, will not help to get the message througi®ct that the Government made a decision last year to
that people should not travel on the bridge with vehicles ovepuspend, and then cease, the services détard Seawato
42.5 tonnes. If such behaviour continues and if the deparkangaroo Island, thereby saving $5 million a year in
ment assesses that it is necessary to keep 24 hour inspectypsidies that is now being used for other transport purposes
presence at that site, we will do so. on Kangaroo Island—purposes which have a much greater
Mr ATKINSON: As a supplementary question—and | benefit for the whole community.
regret having to ask one—the nub of my question was what In terms of the sustainable development strategy being
regulations prevent the department from pulling Adelaideprepared by the Department of Transport in association with
bound semitrailers across the highway to be weighed.  the Department of Premier and Cabinet and the Tourism
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is a matter of safety. Mr Commission, this road work is seen as the highest priority.
Payze can address it in more detail if necessary. We hava funding this road we are not interested in maintaining it in
already discussed the fact that some minor road works withe longer term. It is a local government road and we
be required at the Blanchetown weighbridge site to bringnticipate that the council will be responsible, the State
vehicles travelling from the Riverland area or from the Government having taken this affirmative action.
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Mrs PENFOLD: | refer to the Program Estimates, page such as myself it is good to know that we anticipate that fuel
285. The Government's transport policy statement made eonsumption, because of the fewer vehicle movements on the
commitment of sealing all unsealed rural arterial roads irroad, will save some two million litres of petrol per year.
incorporated areas by the year 2004. One of these roads is the The Government has received fantastic letters from
Elliston-Lock Road. Will the Minister provide details of the trucking operators in the electorate of the member for
strategy to seal this road? Flinders and from elsewhere. For example, Bunker Transport,

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Elliston-Lock road is an which employs 60 individuals and has a $3 million salary
issue which the member for Flinders has single-mindedlypudget, has advised me that it has been able to reduce its
pursued, and in the process worn me down. In terms of theosts by $370 on each of its 40 Adelaide to Lochiel return
strategy of the Department of Transport, adopted followingrips which it undertakes each week. It therefore saves
the Government’s commitment for a 10-year plan for fundings60 000 a month and that is just one example of the savings
of unsealed roads in incorporated areas, the Elliston-Locthat have arisen from the A-train trial. The savings have been
Road has been given some priority. It is currentlysignificant.

72 kilometres in length and is unsealed, and | know that itis Mrs PENFOLD: Besides the overtaking lanes, has any

a big problem for the area because the people of Elliston musiction been taken to ensure that road train operators abide by
get to Lock, which is the administrative and sporting centrethe rules and do not abuse their rights in respect of other road
Itis important for tourism and for a whole range of purposesusers?

There will be funding of $.4 million in 1996-97 (lam sorry ~ The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It has been made very clear to
itis not this year, but it has not been possible) for the sealingoad transport operators that they are on notice in terms of the
of this road. Funding for this road will be like rain to the areatrial. The overtaking lanes are not there. Motorists are being
after a drought. asked to put up with a fair bit, not only through Port Augusta

Mr VENNING: Fresh air. although the new mayor tells me that it is now hardly an

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: ‘Fresh air, says the member issue. Other road transport operators have been very tolerant.
for Custance, and that is so, because | think they thought thé&fith the cooperation of the South Australian Road Transport
world had forgotten them—although not the local memberAssociation and the traffic police, the trial has progressed

Mr Venning interjecting: well, in part because the Government has been so firm and

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is probably right: no nasty in terms of its refusal to tolerate speeding and other
member of Parliament has been able to achieve what theffences by A-train and other truck operators.
member for Flinders has achieved in terms of Government We have a new system which | would like to describe for
commitment for this road. The estimated cost is $5.8 millionthe public record. For the first offence, a warning letter is sent
It will be fully sealed at the end of the 10-year strategy. It will to the vehicle owner seeking preventive action and advising
be progressively sealed from 1996-97. Preliminary workpf a permit cancellation should another offence occur. A
assessments and surveys will be undertaken in the cominghicle inspection is also required. For a second offence, a
financial year. letter is sent by my department and me advising the owner

Mrs PENFOLD: I refer to the Program Estimates, pagethat the permit is to be cancelled for one month. It is clear
287. The road train trial to Lochiel is to end in Novemberfrom that we are not going to put up with it. For a third
1995. Will an evaluation of this trial be undertaken and whabffence, a letter is issued to the owner advising that the
issues need to be resolved for any possible extension of rogermit is to be cancelled for three months. For a fourth
train operations south of Lochiel to Gillman? offence, the letter is issued to the owner advising that all

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: An evaluation will be permits issued to that owner (and that can involve a fleet of
undertaken. | anticipate that it will be completed by early totrucks) are to be cancelled for 12 months.
mid-October. | would not agree to future road train operations Members may be interested to know that we have not
further south than Lochiel, notwithstanding a positivesimply issued that warning system; we have applied it. Thirty
outcome for the trial, until passing lanes have been builtoad train operators have received warnings and four permits
between Lochiel and Port Wakefield. The Governmenhave been cancelled. | do not mind naming those in this
recently released a passing lane or overtaking lane strategygmmittee because | believe that it is good that they should
which the Department of Transport coordinated through itbe named. They are J & A Transport; Active Haulage;
working party. Ten overtaking or passing lanes are proposellurrim Haulage and Cleveland Freightlines. Those permits
at a cost of $4.8 million, of which the department has soughlhave been repealed or revoked for one vehicle only in this
$2.2 million under the National Highways Fund this cominginstance, all for a three month period. If the trial is to
financial year. continue, and to continue to win the good faith of the general

I note that the dual highway, funded by the Federaimotoring public, it is very important that heavy vehicle
Government, from Port Wakefield south to Adelaide is of aoperators abide by the road laws. Itis equally important, and
consistent standard for not only B-doubles but also A-traing commend the traffic police and the inspectors at the
and road trains. It would seem logical that in time this routeDepartment of Transport, that they are diligent in observing
for A-trains should be right through to Adelaide. This will be offences and cracking down on them. They have assisted the
of extraordinary benefit to farmers, people in the Far NorthSouth Australian Road Transport Association immeasurably
on Eyre Peninsula and in the trucking and mining industriesin terms of the success of the trial to date.
in fact, to everybody involved in haulage. Just to Lochiel the Mr De LAINE: Referring to Program Estimates page 286
savings this year will be $3 million. It will be $7 million a in respect of road safety, in view of the appalling safety
year to transport operators coming through to Adelaideecord of the Commercial Road at Port Noarlunga, when does
because they do not have to couple and uncouple theihe State Government propose to upgrade that piece of road?
vehicles. We anticipated, when this trial began, that there The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Investigations have now been
would be 20 per cent fewer heavy vehicle movements on thendertaken into what form of enhancement is required for
road, which is proving to be the case. For environmentalist€ommercial Road. | remember visiting the road with the then
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candidate (now member) for Kaurna, Lorraine Rosenberg. 180, $625 000 from State sources and $250 000 from Federal
the interim, we will be encouraging more road users from thesources was spent on an intermodal Adelaide project, funds
Seaford area to use Commercial Road via Robinson Road which the Federal Government had agreed to assign to this
the traffic lights and then get on to the Main South Roadproject. Itis anticipated that the station and car park upgrade
When the Southern Expressway is built, they can then usaill be completed by October 1995. Track work external to
that road. The assessment is being undertaken from Robinstite proposed depot building and the turntable are expected to
Road to Port Noarlunga and Saltfleet bridge at the preseibie completed by August 1995. The construction of this track
time. We appreciate that work must be undertaken. work and turntable will enable SteamRanger to operate
Mr De LAINE: With regard to page 106 of the Estimates services as anticipated from Mount Barker to Victor Harbor
of Receipts and Payments, in last year's capital workdy early November 1995.
program, it was revealed that the State Liberal Government SteamRanger has been to see me several times telling me
spent only $118.4 million on roads, bridges and drainage dfiow vile | am because | will not give them everything they
the Labor Government's 1993-94 budget allocation ofwant, like $2.1 million. They also told me that they were
$127.9 million. That was an under-expenditure ofgoing to have a public relations campaign and said that | was
$9.5 million. In 1994-95, the allocated capital works budgetgoing to be threatened by that and that they would say over
for roads, bridges and drainage was just $113.5 million ofhe public radio that the State was not providing everything
which $108.8 million will be spent. That is an under- it should and that they would go to the public. | understand
expenditure of $4.7 million. This year’s allocation for roads, that the public responded to the order of about $17 000—a
bridges and drainage is $130.7 million, a cut of $3.2 millionlong way to go.
in real terms compared with the 1993-94 allocation. Why has Mr CAUDELL: Concerning the evaluation of the
the election promise not been fulfiled to increase byauthorised and accredited driving instructor scheme (Program
$10 million a year (indexed) the level of funds allocated eaclEstimates page 286), the Specific Targets/Objectives states
year for road construction purposes? that an evaluation of the novice driver training and licensing
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As | indicated to the honour- system in South Australia will be undertaken. What are the
able member, we have allocated untied road funds from theritical issues involved in the evaluation process?
Federal Government to road purposes. | outlined that in the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The evaluation of this auditing
opening statement. We have also made savings within thgrocess has been undertaken by Coopers and Lybrand. This
department greater than | anticipated was possible whescheme, which was introduced by the former Labor
writing the policy document for the Liberal Party. Therefore, Government, was the first competency-based training in
we have been able to make the savings required internally tustralia. It is something the Liberal Party supported at the
meet our capital works program. Therefore, we have not hatime, and in Government is something we still support.
to add the additional funds that we had anticipated throughlowever, it is important that this assessment be made. The
the fuel franchise fees prior to the election. Coopers and Lybrand review found that the monitoring
That is a credit to the department and the CEO, Mauric@rocesses are a key to the success of the authorised and
Benenista, who has been very diligent in the strategic revievgccredited driver instructor scheme and its credibility,
and to the unions, which | and others meet regularly, foespecially with the scheme’s users and stakeholders, notably
adopting a very constructive approach to the internal change®vice drivers and driver instructors. It also found that the
within the department. Savings have been found which havexisting monitoring processes tended to be subjective (which
more than matched the commitments that we wish to makis a bit of a worry) on the part of driver development officers
to road construction and maintenance purposes. Thereforand that it was data driven without sufficient regard to the
the additional money in terms of that policy commitment hagdefinition and achievement of objectives. This, as | say, is a
not been necessary at this time. concern.
Mr De LAINE: Will the Minister give an assurance that ~ Therefore the objectives of the monitoring process have
the 1995-96 capital works budget will not be underspent? now been defined as the achievement of, first, a focused cost-
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | would love to say yes, but effective audit and quality assurance process; secondly,
I also want more rain for South Australia and for farmersimproved standards and competency of instructors (there will
generally. Whenever it rains, the department and contractokse more training in this regard); thirdly, ongoing development
have difficulty completing their commitments. The rain of the driver development scheme; and, fourthly, the minimi-
delays work. The former Government had that trouble irsation of risk of fraud and impropriety in the conduct of the
terms of implementing the Black Spots program. | asked thecheme. Thirteen specific remedial recommendations have
honourable member very similar questions at the time andideen acted upon as a result of this review. They range from
received about the same answer that | am giving him now.the establishment of performance indicators, the establish-
Mr CAUDELL: I refer to the SteamRanger and page 289ment, quality and accuracy of management information, an
of the Program Estimates. Is the Department of Transpoihcrease in auditing of competency-based training, an
cooperating to assist SteamRanger to commence thmprovement inthe security and control of data held and used
operation of a train service from Mount Barker to Victor by the scheme, the development of a policy on remedial
Harbor by early November 19957 action against instructors who abuse the system (in the past,
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: SteamRanger has been a bit people who are not competent to get their licence and be on
like the Hindmarsh Island bridge: it never seems to go awaythe roads) and also the means of establishing greater transpar-
The Government found, through the sale of land at Dryency of accountability by testing instructors and recording
Creek, $625 000 or $650 000 for SteamRanger, money whictietails of tests.
I remain of the view should never have been required from These remedial measures will be set in place this forth-
State sources. However, the Federal Government, after threming financial year—the earlier the better, in my view. A
One Nation package and the standardisation of the line, canseheme to evaluate the impact of improving driver perform-
through with no funding for the relocation of SteamRangerance has been developed by Mr Alan Drummond, a research-
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er with extensive knowledge of young driver skills, and hisof a Liberal Government, what has the Minister done to fulfil
work has been supported by Austroads. The department fbat promise?

supporting this Austroads project to a sum of $50 000. Itis The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As | have just informed

a national Austroads project, because on a national basis itmsembers under the cycling strategy, safe lock-up compounds
interested in what South Australia is doing. | give credit tohave been provided at railway stations, and | want to see them
the introduction of this competency-based training by therovided at interchanges.

former Government: we just have to get it right. Mr ATKINSON: Which ones?

Mr CAUDELL: In relation to bicycle initiatives, the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This is the 1995-96 financial
Government’s November 1993 transport and cycling policyyear. That is the agenda. We have had this increase in
statements made a commitment to increase public awarendssding. That is one of the priorities; | just outlined that. |
of cycling and funding for cycling initiatives. Can you inform will get the plan to the honourable member. | am pleased he
me of the progress in regard to cycling? What funds are being so interested.
made available for the 1995-96 financial year? Mr ATKINSON: As a train traveller and a bike rider, |

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Bike South has been formed would like to know which railway stations will get these lock-
in the Department of Transport to coordinate the implementadps this financial year? Have any got them yet, because if
tion of the cycling tracks in South Australia. A manager haghey have | have not noticed them?
been appointed and I think possibly five positions have been The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | think they are at Brighton,
called. This is all part of the Government’s aim to doublebut | will get that further advice. It was because of the lack
cycling use by the turn of the century. Howard Holmes andf such facilities that the Liberal Party made this undertaking,
Associates has been engaged to develop the strategy, andral we have found funds for them next financial year.
draft will be available in August 1995. Mr ATKINSON: How much money is the State

In relation to current cycling initiatives, city to the sea, the Government prepared to contribute to the standardisation of
west side stage 2 bikeway has been completed to the Brightdhe Wolseley to Mount Gambier line?

Road-Jetty Road intersection. In terms of country routes, the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That matter will be considered
Mawson and Riesling trails—the Riesling trail being atby Cabinet shortly in relation to not only funding options but
Clare—continue to receive State Bicycle Committee fundingll options.

assistance and should soon be completed and will be Mr ATKINSON: Those of us who were here last year
maintained. In the Adelaide CBD, the State Bicycle Commit-will recall that the Minister used the Estimates Committees
tee subsidised the Adelaide City Council’s draft strategido announce the end of thisland Seawayservice to
bicycle plan, and that has been released for comment and wilangaroo Island as of 1 April. The Minister also announced
soon be finalised. Bike and Ride provides for the location anthat Kangaroo Island Sealink would be subject to price
management of bicycle lockers at railway stations and | hopeontrol through the Prices Commission and the Prices Act.
soon at other transport interchanges such as the O-Bahn. Thdsngaroo Island Sealink proposed to build a new larger
has been finalised in association with TransAdelaide. vessel, probably at Port Adelaide. The $5 million annual

A metropolitan network of bicycle routes is being subsidy to thdsland Seawayvould be redistributed to seal
identified by Dorreston and Co. With regard to the foreshoré&8 kilometres of the South Coast road at a cost of $10 million
bikeway, which | am really keen to see, B.C. Tonkin has beeto $12 million beginning in 1995; freight subsidy of $600 000
commissioned to undertake a feasibility study on a recreatiorreducing to zero would be provided over a 10 year period
al route from Quter Harbor to Marino and has also beerthrough Sealink; and $6.5 million over five years would be
engaged in relation to the final design of the Mitcham arteriabpent to upgrade roads between Adelaide, Cape Jervis,
bikeway which utilises Duthy Street. Penneshaw and Kingscote. What determinations have been

Funding initiatives for cycling, as | mentioned in the made by the Prices Commission in relation to Sealink
overview statement, have increased from $1.2 million thicharges? Do these include passenger fares and private motor
financial year to $2.5 million in 1995-96. | commend not only vehicle charges and, if not, why not?
the Department of Transport but Mr Payze, who has notbeen The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: They include both, and the
a cycling enthusiast until the past 18 months. He has bedprices Commissioner has determined that it be no greater than
good at accommodating my whims. | might yet get him onCPI. That has been signed off by Sealink, the CEO of the
a bike; but whether or not | can get him into a helmet isdepartment and me. Every other promise | have made | have
another matter, but as he has to wear one he might not get aielivered, including the $600 000 for the subsidy, the
a bike. He has been really great, as have other officers ar&2 million this financial year towards the $12 million ceiling
engineers within the department. of the South Coast road, $400 000, as | recall, for the

The volunteers in the Bicycle Institute of South Australia$6.5 million work on the road to Cape Jervis. The only thing
and Cycling SA have been stunning in terms of their ideas, have not been able to deliver on is the second Sealink
which we are now able and keen to implement. The safgessel. That is not my decision; it is one that the Sealink
compound that they provided at WOMAD was a tremendousompany and its investors will make.
success, and we are keen to see provided at the Adelaide Mr ATKINSON: The capital works program (page 40)
Festival Fringe and a whole range of other events safadicates that $2 million will be spent on the South Coast
compounds for cycles. Bike racks on buses will be introducedoad on Kangaroo Island and $400 000 on the Cape Jervis
this year on a trial basis, with the support of TransAdelaideroad in 1995-96. With the $600 000 Sealink subsidy, this
and we will be starting a safe cycling to schools pilot projectmeans that just $3 million of the $5 million saved from the
too. So, things are all go in terms of cycling. Island Seawayvill be spent as promised in 1995-96. Why has

Mr ATKINSON: The Liberal Party’s passenger transportthe Government failed to deliver on this promise?
strategy, released in January 1993, says a Liberal Government The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We never said that we would
will ‘let contracts to provide secure parking for both cars andout up the total subsidy. The expenditure that we have
bicycles at railway stations and interchanges’. After two yearsillocated is a much better expenditure in terms of taxpayers’
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commitments to the island in transport terms. Savings have The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments open
also been made. There have also been costs in terms of tfeg examination. Does the Minister wish to make an opening
sale of thdsland Seawayand they have been met with the statement?
shortfall that the honourable member has highlighted. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Passenger Transport
Mr VENNING: In relation to bulk handling of grain belts Board was established on 1 July 1994. Over the past year, it
and gantries, | refer to Estimates of Payments (page 122)as excelled in the demanding task of establishing a new
Members of the grain industry in South Australia want theorganisation and implementing the three tasks that | identified
Government to enter an executive arrangement to sell thfer the committee last year as being the board’s priorities for
bulk loading plant to the SACBH. Will this be possible, andits first year of operation. In respect of accreditation and
when is it proposed that any sale will be concluded? licensing:
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It will not be possible that 1. All 14 500 existing drivers and 2 100 existing operators
SACBH has exclusive rights to negotiate a special deal witthave been issued with automatic accreditation.
the Government. Any sale of Government assets requires that 2. The Motor Registration Division of the Department of
the Government get the best value. But there is a representBtansport has been commissioned to issue and renew
tive of the President of the Farmers’ Federation on the taskccreditations, and all necessary systems are now in place.
force project team. We will not agree to any sale unless there 3. All new drivers and operators are now subject to full
are economic development benefits for the State, and thagcreditation requirements, and existing drivers and operators
would probably give SACBH a pretty good chance ofWill also be when their initial accreditations come up for
winning it, but it will not be given exclusive rights to renewal.
negotiate with the Government. The Ports Corporation 4. In the first stage of a new five year taxi licence
General Manager, Mr Edmonds, may wish to add more.  strategy, 15 new taxi licences are being issued following a
Mr Edmonds: The timing is actually controlled by the call for tenders. i ,
Asset Management Task Force. The tentative schedule is for N respect of service contracting: _
the sale to be completed in September or October this year, 1. Contracting methods have been developed following
Mr VENNING: Will the Ports Corporation reach its consultation with the industry.

target of 100 000 TEUs through the port of Adelaide by 2- The following TransAdelaide assets have been
December 19972 transferred to third parties in order to ensure that all future

operators have equal access to State assets: the Crouzet
ystem to the Passenger Transport Board and the buses, most
%epots, the Adelaide O’Bahn track and the Regency Park
orkshop to the Department of Transport.
3. Tenders were sought in early March 1995 for bus

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Mr Edmonds can clarify this,
but my latest advice is that there were 58 TEUs two year
ago, or 20 equivalent units, through the container port o
Adelaide. Now up to 75 000 or 80 000 TEUs are projectedN

for this calendar year, which is our 1996 target. So, we are

well ahead on the target. If Track Australia goes ahead—ancervices in the outer northern and outer southern metropolitan
the Federal Governmeni seems keen for that to happen—a {Fas amounting to a}pprOX|mater 2.0 per cent of the existing
there are also third party rights to rail services in Australia tls services, for which 11 companies purchased the tender

then we would anticipate the 100 000 target could b ocuments. When tenders closed on 29 March 1995, five
achieved in 1996—not eF:)ven atthat late a dategThey have h nders had been received for the outer northern services and

a fantastic year since the Ports Corporation was established” elr]:()rre,-ghigtu(tﬁrez(t):tt)il}g;]?nsetrr\]/:ecgzér d:
Mr Edmonds: Yes, we are confident that we will hit the P g y

. 1. The Chief Executive Officer, Mr Gargett, was appoint-
100 000 TEUs by the end of 1997. With the ad\_/ent of d in September 1994, following which an organisation of
Intermodal, we have some anticipation of exceeding th

significantly, and the advent of Track Australia and a mor pproximately 60 staff based on extensive outsourcing was

o h ; T .eapproved by the board.
positive response from National Rail on the provision of rail 2. An administrative unit, the Office of the Passenger
services in recent weeks gives us more conflden_ce. Transport Board, was created under the GME Act in February
MrVENNING: What progress has been made in the areg ggg

of recreational jetties and the transfer of jetties and the 3 The seven senior management positions have been

responsibilities to local government? . called and filled; other positions have been called.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will take that question on 4. Support services have been commissioned from the
notice. Department of Transport and other providers.
The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, I 5. Internal management systems and procedures have
declare the examination of the votes completed. been established.
6. The integrated ticketing system has been transferred to
[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.] board management.

7. A tender evaluation committee has been established
comprising equal numbers of board staff and independent
external experts.

These are major achievements by any yardstick. However,
the board has much more that it needs and wishes to do to
implement the Government’s passenger transport reforms.

Passenger Transport Board, $125 843 000 During 1995-96 it will:
) - introduce new arrangements for the accreditation of
Departmental Advisers: volunteer drivers;
Mr A. Gargett, Chief Executive. - introduce new methods, based on quality management

Mr J. Damin, Director, Funding. principles, for monitoring and ensuring service standards;
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let the first major service contracts, which will commence4.6 per cent in 1995-96 as a result of the Brown Liberal

in January 1996; Government’s decision to increase fares. At this rate of
call the next two rounds of tenders in September 1995 angassenger loss, no-one will use public transport in 26 years’
March 1996; time. Could the Minister inform the Committee what the

define new arrangements to replace the previous systetimetable is for the introduction of the further public transport
of country route licences (as required under the Passengfare rises which will follow the reduction in the discount on
Transport Act). multi-trip fares from 44 per cent to 30 per cent?
The proposed allocation to the Passenger Transport Board The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Mr Chairman, | suspect that
in 1995-96 is $124.943 million. In addition, the board will | am not just confined to the question and that | can respond
receive $77.855 million, which consists mainly of fareto a number of matters in the member for Spence’s—
revenue for the metropolitan system, accreditation and Mr ATKINSON: No, just answer the question.
licensing revenue and concession payments from other The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: He only wants me to answer
budget areas. The board’s estimated total recurrent expendire question, and for good reason, but | understand | can
ture in 1995-96 is $204.611 million. Of this sum, almostspeak to the statement that was made as well. In respect of
$185 million or 90 per cent is payments for metropolitanpatronage, we came into government facing a situation where,
passenger services. Initially at least, almost all this sum wilbver the previous 10 years of Labor, patronage had fallen by
be paid to TransAdelaide. In future, this will take the form 0f33.3 million passenger journeys. It is not easy to turn around
service contract payments. The remaining 10 per cent df situation of plummeting falls in passenger numbers. So, it
expenditure will fund the board’s accreditation and adminisshould not be a surprise to anybody, although it remains a
trative support services as well as country town bus servicedisappointment to all involved in passenger transport,
and the Transport Subsidy Scheme. including myself, that overnight | could not click my fingers,
An additional $450 000 will be provided this year on anod my head, or wave a magic wand and 10 years of Labor
trial basis to introduce improved services for people withwould be reversed in a wink of an eye. That is not the reality
disabilities. This arises from the State’s obligations under thef the world. It is certainly not the reality of circumstances,
Commonwealth’s Disability Discrimination Act. For the first whether it involve retail shopping trade or airline patronage.
time, the board will have a capital allocation in 1995-96. ThisWhen things are going badly it takes a while to turn them
is a modest $1.13 million for ticketing equipment andaround and win passenger confidence again and certainly to
$500 000 for some modifications needed for wheelchaigenerate repeat business.
access to the system. Comparisons between current year An honourable member interjecting:
estimates and previous years are complicated by changes to The Hon. DIANA LAIDLAW: The honourable member
allocations in 1995-96 arising from the reorganisation of thenentions that we could have frozen fares. | will get onto that
former State Transport Authority’s functions betweenin a moment. | add specifically that we did. In the first 12
TransAdelaide, the Passenger Transport Board and theonths of being in government there was no increase in fares.
Department of Transport. From the last increase in August 1993 to February 1995—and
The principal effects of these changes ensure that the cofetr all but three months of that period the Liberal Government
of providing regular metropolitan passenger services isvas in office—there was no fare increase. As public transport
clearly identified as $184.487 million in 1995-96 instead ofusers will recall, that was the longest period with no increase.
$204.783 million in this financial year. The changes are madén fact, through some years of Labor we had three increases
up of: savings of $8.8 million, asset transfer adjustments oind adjustments within the one year. So, in respect of the
$11.07 million; adjustments for the commercial pricing of member for Spence, | would be a little cautious about being
buses, depots, ticketing and workshops of $5.14 million; antbo holier than thou on this subject.
input cost disabilities of $14.62 million, which will be phased It is interesting to note, in terms of the analysis of the
out over two years. So, it would be fair to say that the paspassenger fall and forecasts, that the 4.5 per cent to which the
year for the Passenger Transport Board, me and anyone elsenourable member refers comprises 3.7 per cent which we
associated with all these activities has been demanding bhave suffered as a result of a decision by another Minister,
very rewarding. | anticipate that there will be very little but collectively, in terms of Cabinet solidarity, by
change in this respect in the forthcoming financial year. Government regarding the schoolcard. When that was
Mr ATKINSON: On budget day, the Brown Liberal removed we saw a 3.7 per cent drop in transport use. If you
Government announced increased bus, train and tram fartzke that away the drop has been .8, which, while not fantastic
for the second time in less than six months. On 5 Februangver almost a two year period, is a reversal of the steep
multi-trip zone tickets rose from $14.60 to $15 (an increasaleclines that have been experienced in the past. So, it is
of 2.7 per cent). On 23 July, the cost of these tickets will riseheartening news for transport planners, as | have been
to $16 (a further increase of 6.7 per cent). The Minister als@advised.
announced that the 44 per cent discount on multi-trip tickets In terms of the fare strategy, it was very important in my
will be progressively reduced to 30 per cent, meaning arview—and | was pleased that this view was shared by the
increase to at least $18.90. This will mean an increase dfffice of the Passenger Transport Board and the board
29.5 per cent since February this year and will cost regulaitself—that we should start to develop a coherent rational
travellers up to $224 per year extra. When the two year freezapproach to this whole issue of fares. Over recent times we
on single trip tickets ends, the price of a multi-trip could risehave had some scatterbrained schemes and some random
further if the 30 per cent discount target is maintained.  approaches which have helped to undermine the confidence
The Program Estimates indicate that annual publiof public transport users. We are entering a whole new
transport patronage in Adelaide will fall from 49.1 million in system for the delivery of public transport services. In future,
1992-93 to an estimated 44 million in 1995-96, a fall ofour contracts will have an incentive for operators to go out
5.1 million or 10.4 per cent in the first three years of theand win business. They will be rewarded on the number of
Brown Liberal Government. Patronage is expected to fall bypeople who travel on that system. They will therefore be
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encouraged to adopt, plan and implement new services, and Mr Atkinson interjecting:
this is exactly what passengers want. But, if they are to plan The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The discount is being reduced.
and adopt new services, they should have some sound baBeat will lead to an increase in fares.
on which to develop those services, confident in the know- Mr ATKINSON: It is not an increase?
ledge of what the Government will do in terms of transport The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | do not know where the
fares in future. That is why we have developed this strategynonourable member is confused. We are reducing the
We also wanted to make sure that the member for Spencdiscount, which leads to an increase in the fare. There is no
and others, did not continue to frighten the public byhiding that fact. The increase in the ticket by $1 to $16 is 10¢
suggesting that distance fares would be reintroduced. He fger journey. For the concession all-time multitrip ticket, the
not above scaring people for his own ends, but without littlerise in price is 50¢ from $7.50 to $8, which is 5¢ per journey.
thought for the consequences. Therefore, it was important fdfor the regular interpeak multitrip ticket, the rise in price will
the public to know that distance fares will not be intro-be 40¢, from $9.60 to $10, which is 4¢ per journey. The
duced—and | repeat that—under this fare strategy: we wiltoncession multitrip interpeak ticket will rise by 20¢ from
be keeping the flat fare structure. However, we will be$4.80 to $5, which is 2¢ per journey. As | indicated, student
addressing a number of other anomalies in the system. Firdgres will not change, single trip concessions will not change
in terms of the discount, which is 44 per cent for the all-timesand there will be no change in the price of single trip tickets.
multi-trip ticket and by far the most generous in Australia, itlt is in this area where we have seen the strongest fall in
will be progressively reduced to 30 per cent, as the honoupassenger transport journeys over recent times, and we are
able member has noted. As part of that strategy it willkkeen to see growth in that area.
increase by $1 from 23 July. There will be, as | understand Mr ATKINSON: | am reluctant to ask a supplementary
it—it is not my decision; it is Passenger Transport’s decisiorafter such an extensive reply, but | shall, anyway.
under the Act, which we all passed that the board makes— The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | was responding to the

Mr ATKINSON: A Government Bill. honourable member’s extensive explanation.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: A Government Bill and Mr ATKINSON: What is the estimated loss of patronage
supported unanimously after a conference in— caused by the fare increases that flow from the reduction of

Mr Atkinson interjecting: discounts for multitrip fares? The Minister will have received

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, after a conference. That a briefing from the PTB.
is part of the parliamentary procedure. There is nothing odd The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: 0.7 per cent.
with that. | recall the contribution of the member for Spence  Mr ATKINSON: Was a family impact statement
on the Passenger Transport Bill—it lasted about five secongsepared on these fare increases promised in the Liberal Party
and two sentences. It was not an honourable effort. policy? Did Cabinet seriously consider the impact on families
Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Chairman. arising from these increases?
The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is a point of order, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: A thorough family impact
Minister. What is the point of order? statement was attached to the Cabinet submission. Cabinet
Mr ATKINSON: The Minister seems to be purporting to considered it and recognised that there was no change to
reveal the contents of a joint conference of the two Housestudent fares, to single trip concession fares and to single trip
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, | am referring— tickets over a three year period. Cabinet noted that there was
The CHAIRMAN: What is the point of order? a change to the discount for multitrip tickets, and it noted
Mr ATKINSON: The point of order is that it is contrary that, in terms of families, this discount is the most generous
to Standing Orders to reveal the proceedings of a joinin Australia. If we reduce the discount to 30 per cent, it
conference of managers of the two Houses. remains the most generous in Australia.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Mr Chairman, | was referring Mr ATKINSON: In her budget press statement, the
to his second reading speech which | said lasted about twidinister announced that the eligibility criteria and benefits

seconds and two paragraphs. from the transport subsidy scheme are being reviewed. Why
The CHAIRMAN: That is what | thought. There is no is this review being held, who is conducting it, what are the

point of order. terms of reference, and will the Minister rule out any
Members interjecting: reduction in benefits to seniors and the disadvantaged as a

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Minister has the floor. result of the review?
Every member will have a turn to make a statement and ask The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | was distracted, and did not
questions. You can either behave yourselves or we wilhear all the honourable member’s questions.
terminate the session. Mr ATKINSON: Why is the review being held, who is

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, | do not wish to terminate conducting it, what are its terms of reference, and will the
the session because there is a lot of good news to broadcalstinister be able to rule out any reduction in benefits to
| indicate that in the Passenger Transport Act, passeseniors and the disadvantaged arising from the review?
unanimously by this Parliament after conference, there is a The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is being held because it was
specific provision that not | but the board sets fares. It will beconsidered timely. The scheme has been in existence since
the board’'s recommendation in terms of reducing the discourt987. It has enjoyed enormous growth since that time—15
on multi-trip tickets. But certainly | will ask the board, on per cent per annum. We are providing another $500 000 this
behalf of the honourable member, if there is advice that it cacoming financial year to address that growth factor, but we
provide this Parliament at this time. As part of this strategybelieve that, with additional demands through the natural
itis worth knowing that there will be no increase in the priceageing of the population, it is time we looked generally at all
of student concession tickets. It is important to know, toothe criteria of eligibility for the scheme. We also considered
that, while some statistics can look a bit alarming, the realityssues that people in wheelchairs, particularly those who are
is that the discount on the regular all-time multitrip ticket hasemployed, asked us to address. They do not find that the
been reduced from 44 to 41 per cent— current rigid system of 60 vouchers for six months fits their
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lifestyle at all. They consider that they are heavily disadvanservices are interesting because they cannot be packaged into
taged compared with other people in the work force, not onlyeat areas for servicing because they go across the metropoli-
because of their physical disadvantage but because of the wian area. Therefore we consider that they can be tendered as
in which the scheme is structured. It is for those variousa cross-suburban link service. It also provides a smaller
reasons that we have decided that the scheme will bgarcel of buses in the contract package, and that may be of
reviewed. | understand that the report in draft form, if not ininterest to operators which have traditionally operated in
final form, has already been presented to the board, and it 8outh Australia and which tend to be smaller operators.
to come to me shortly. The review has been undertaken by Dr The third tender call will be for the inner north, which will
lan Radbone, a consultant from the University of Soutthave 52 buses and the inner south, which will have 76 buses.
Australia, who was used extensively by the formerThe tender date for both of those will be March 1996.
Government for work in the taxi area. We have also seen fiProposed after that will be the fourth tender call, and that will
to use his services because of his experience and, some wouédate to the east, which will have 66 buses; the north-west,
say, his compassion. 75 buses; the Le Fevre Peninsula, 10 buses, the south-west,
Mr ATKINSON: | point out to the Minister that | now 73 buses; the Circle Line, 18 buses; and the Port/Marino area,
have theHansard for Wednesday 20 April 1994, which 10 buses. The tender dates for those will be September, 1996.
contains the debate in the House of Assembly on the Passefhen we are looking at a renewal in terms of the outer north
ger Transport Bill. My speech to that Bill runs to two full and outer south areas.
pages oHansardand is longer than that of any Government  The timetable has been set by a number of factors, one of
member on that Bill. which is a provision in the Act as a result of an amendment
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am sorry, | just expected moved by the Hon. Barbara Wiese, which | was happy to
much more and perhaps | remember it as being light on. accept, because it was in line with statements | had been
Mr ATKINSON: Why were the details of the public making at the time that we did not want huge operators to
transport fare increases, which were announced in a separai@me in and just take over the Adelaide metropolitan bus
press release on budget day, not included in any of the budggystem. We had seen that happen in Victoria and | thought it
papers or in the Minister’s budget press release? was detestable and that passengers’ interests were not being
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Because, as | indicated, they given the highest priority. Therefore, we have a limit of 100
have to be endorsed by the Passenger Transport Board, dmakses in any package.
that board had a regular meeting that same day. | did not That will cause us a bit of trouble, on reflection, because,
know whether the board would approve the work prepared bglthough | have seen none of the tenders submitted, |
its officers and considered by others, but that is what isinderstand from earlier discussions with a number of
required under the Act. Increases are recommended by thlperators that, for instance, where there are 78 buses in the
PTB. The board was meeting that day and | did not see thatuter north they may want to operate 25 mini-buses as well,
it was appropriate to presume until the board had considerelut that would put the number over 100, which is the limit
Mr ATKINSON: Who initiated these fare increases, theprovided for in the Act. So we may have to exercise some
Brown Liberal Government or the PTB? judgment in terms of the ministerial exemptions provided in
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | understand it was the board. the Act because, although | would not intend that that
No, | asked for a passenger transport strategy in generpltovision ever be abused, it may have to be used to provide
discussion with the board, and the office of the Passengeiome flexibility to encourage innovation in service delivery.
Transport Board prepared the work. It was considered by the The other restriction in the Act is the March 1997
board, by me and by Cabinet. It had to be considered by théeadline. That highlights the fact that, until March 1997,
board. That is the way it works. The board was meeting thatransAdelaide must be given the opportunity to cover at least

day. There is nothing funny about it. 50 per cent of services measured in terms of total journeys
Mr ATKINSON: Itjust happened to come in about three carried out by the then State Transport Authority in 1993.
hours after the budget was delivered? Contracts may be on an area basis; that is, as a franchise, a

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Well, the board was meeting route service or a mixture of these. The location and availab-
that day. | did not orchestrate a regular board meeting. Thality of depots will be taken into account in terms of these
is as it happened. contracts. The services in the outer suburban areas generally

Mr CAUDELL: My question deals with competitive operate fairly independently of services in other areas and
tender contracts for the bus service operations (Progratherefore have been easier to separate into parcels in contract-
Estimates, page 309, ‘Passenger transport developmentijg in these initial stages. It is a very exciting future for
How quickly and in what sequence does the Governmerpublic transport, looking at the number of contractors—
intend to let metropolitan bus service contracts? | remind thencluding to TransAdelaide—that have submitted tenders at
Minister that the seat of Mitchell could do with some east-this stage.
west transport, and | understand that a number of operators Mr CAUDELL: | have a supplementary question.
are looking forward to being involved in the tender process. The CHAIRMAN: The last member asked several

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As | indicated in my opening supplementary questions and we will never get anywhere if
remarks, the two areas already put out to tender—the outércontinues. | might have to go back to allowing only three
north and the outer south—attracted the initial interest of 1fjuestions per member. | will allow a supplementary question
operators who sought the tender documents. In the end, theva this occasion but | ask that in future members be more
were five submitted tenders in the outer north and four in theareful in asking their questions.
outer south. The schedule from here on end is as follows: the Mr CAUDELL: | mentioned two things: first, | asked
outer north-east which will consist of 85 buses and theabout services in the southern area around Marion, and |
tendering date will be September 1995; in relation to somassume that tenders will be called in March 1996. Also, in
transit link services, 3TL5 and service 560, there will be 25-elation to recent articles in the press which drew attention to
buses and the date will also be September 1995. Thodbke prospects of large multinational companies controlling
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large parts of the State’s education and health services, | taken weekend night services and lost patronage, with the
it from the answer that the Minister just gave that that will notresultant loss of income and the taxpayers having to pay
occur with the tendering out of bus contracts in Adelaide? more. Every survey taken in terms of passenger transport
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is so in terms of that indicates that it is the frequency of service that passengers
assurance. | have heard from a number of people that they aneant if we are to win them back and get repeat business.
generally worried about South Australian assets being solBassenger transport business is no different from a tourism
off to foreign ownership or that services, such as healthbusiness. The whole thing is to get repeat business, so you
education and public transport, will be taken over byhave to provide a good service in the first place. You have to
companies either interstate or overseas that have no re@mpt them to come and give them reason to stay.
commitment to the State. | can assure the honourable member With these contracts there will be a safety net through the
that the contracts to be signed by the Passenger Transpsstting of minimum service standards. This will ensure that
Board require very strict service standards. This is not at least a minimum service is provided, even where there is
deregulation system as in New Zealand or the Unitedow patronage. This will include service frequency standards.
Kingdom. In South Australia contractors will be given Operators winning contracts will have to abide by these
exclusive right to their service area and will have to abide bystandards and take the cost of providing these minimum
minimum conditions. The smaller nature of the contract sizetevels of service into account when preparing tenders. These
will discourage any large takeover from interstate operatorsninimum standards are being set to an equivalent of the
if it is feared that the whole system will be taken over. | cancurrent average service standards.
also indicate that considerable effort has been made by There has been worry about bus vehicle standards because
TransAdelaide—which matter we might explore later inwe have put on the buses a maximum age limit of 25 years.
Committee—to win this work, and that is South AustralianGenerally we have put an age of 20 years in terms of the new
owned and operated. contracts being let. That is older than the average age of the
The evaluation panel was carefully selected. It is headelus fleet now. The age limits we have set, plus the average
by Mr Tom Sheridan, a former Auditor-General for Southage, are a little higher than the TransAdelaide standards at the
Australia, and it has an equal number of staff from themoment, but we have to remember that TransAdelaide is
Passenger Transport Board and from the community. Itblessed with a whole issue of new buses and therefore that
criteria in terms of assessing these tenders is not just prichas dropped those factors in recent years, so it is in a better
So if some operator from outside was interested in just givingosition than it has been for a long time in terms of judging
a rock bottom price, we would not be interested, because those bus standards.
must meet service provisions stipulated in the contract. Itis Also, operators seeking contracts to provide bus services
stated quite clearly in the tender documents—ando Adelaide will be able to lease current TransAdelaide
Mr Sheridan and others on the evaluation committee are wellehicles. That will help them use those new vehicles. Part of
aware of this—that the State is not interested unless wthe existing fleet has already been transferred in ownership
benefit in relation to whole-of-transport or whole-of- to the Department of Transport and this will help create a
Government costs. So there is a two stage evaluation processyel playing field between TransAdelaide and private
and that is important in terms of looking at the initial cost andoperators in tendering and avoid the need for incoming
this whole-of-Government cost and economic developmerdperators to buy or lease a large fleet of buses, a process
factor. So, | do not think there is any reason for fear. | heawhich would take a considerable period of time.
from some contractors that they fear that TransAdelaide will  In the current tender process a conforming tender requires
win the lot. It is hard to win in this business, but | wish all the operators to use the Department of Transport fleet and
parties well. depot. This does not, however, prevent tenderers from
Mr CAUDELL: Dealing with service frequencies and bus submitting non-conforming tenders which could include the
service contracts, | refer to the Program Estimates, page 308troduction of a new bus fleet.
What will the Government do to ensure that the service Mr CAUDELL: | refer to the Program Estimates, page
frequencies are maintained or improved when contracts ai&09, relating to passenger transport development. In particu-
let? In particular, what will the Government do to ensure thatar | refer to public transport and the Southern Expressway.
bus vehicle standards do not decline? As a southern member of Parliament we look forward to the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Those questions are asked of commencement of building of the Southern Expressway,
me regularly. The Passenger Transport Board will beémproved transport in that area and the reduction of vehicle
responsible for overseeing the contracts once let. In respeemissions that will result. We will see an improved oppor-
to service frequencies, incentives will exist in the fundingtunity for jobs in the area. What will the Government do to
methods for contractors to seek extra patronage. Instead efisure that the provision for public transport is made in the
merely being paid, as TransAdelaide now is paid, whether idesign of the Southern Expressway?
carries a bus full of people or no people, in future part ofthe The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The commitment to the
operator's payment will be based on the number of passeisouthern Expressway specifically provided for public
gers carried and the passenger kilometres travelled. It will beransport. That was part of our policy initiative prior to the
in the contractor’s interest to provide the best possibldast election. Following the election and this announcement
frequency of service when balancing the cost of providing thét remained a key part of the Southern Expressway initiative.
service with the potential patronage. Thus, where an operatdtris not intended that a major public transport facility would
feels that he or she can gain more patronage and thereby edna constructed along the expressway in the foreseeable future
revenue greater than the marginal cost of the extra servicef®yr a variety of reasons. First, buses from the outer southern
that operator will have the incentive to provide an improvedsuburbs access Main South Road from Flagstaff Hill,
frequency of service. An operator who reduces services wilChandlers Hill Road and Panatalinga Road. Beyond Reynella
lose patronage, which we know happened to STA under thihe Southern Expressway veers towards the west into an area
former Government. There were reduced services, the effefiom which many public transport commuters already use the
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Noarlunga centre railway. That railway provides journeyterms of sighting Cabinet noting. It is simply a matter of
times to the city of 30 to 40 minutes, times which could notcourtesy between professionals.
be beaten in the foreseeable future by a bus using the Mr ATKINSON: Can we tie this point down?
Southern Expressway and Main South Road. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | do not know what the point
To alarge degree a special public transport facility on thés.
expressway would duplicate the railway. | am keen to see Mr ATKINSON: Who proposed these public transport
dedicated bus corridors and bus lanes. They ensure, unlifare increases? Was it Cabinet or the PTB?
light rail or other fixed corridor forms of transport, that we  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It was not proposed by
can gather from a wide collection area. That is important ifCabinet, but it was considered as part of overall transport
terms of the southern suburbs, which are different from th@bjectives and it was part of the budget discussion involving
north eastern suburbs and the Gawler area because, in i@ Treasury, myself and departmental officers. That is how
southern suburbs, when commuters get to O’Halloran Hilit works. When you have your budget targets and the rest, the
they spread widely throughout the metropolitan area. Onlpoard considers what is required in terms of revenue and
about 18 to 23 per cent of people come to the city once thegxpenditure and if there is to be a fare increase. The other
have used that road link from the south. That is very differentatters about strategy were considered at the same time.
from travel patterns in other areas of the State. The buses MrATKINSON: So you did not issue a written direction
provide the fanning in from both areas in terms of collectionin accordance with the Act?
and deposit of people using the public transport system. Itis The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, there was no need during
certainly better designed for the travel patterns of people ithat time for a written direction to be given.
the south. The fact that the buses could travel at 100 km/h on The CHAIRMAN: | think we have dealt with that matter
the expressway also has some appeal. pretty well. We had one question and four supplementaries.
Mr ATKINSON: In response to my last question, the The Hon. Diana L_aidlayv: | am not too sure what the
Minister said that the PTB made a proposal for fare increasdtonourable member is trying to get at, but he can continue
which then went to someone else, presumably the BrowAsking questions and digging. | do not know whether he
Liberal Government, and back to the PTB before returningvants to waste time, but | am prepared to continue to talk
to the Government on budget day. Was the first PTB propos@bout the matter.
for fare increases different from the proposal that was The CHAIRMAN: [ call the honourable member for
eventually issued as a press release on budget day? Spence to ask his second question.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No. Mr ATKINSON: Thank you, Mr Chairman, you are the
Mr ATKINSON: Then why was it necessary for the fount of justice. When will the Government adopt a formula,

proposal to go back and forth in the way the Ministerpublicly annoynced and understood by all parts of the taxi
described in her last answer? trade, for the issue of new plates?

- . ) . . . The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have issued a strategy in
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Because it was important in terms of taxi plates. It has been decided that there should be

my view that the Passenger Transport Board registered th? ; .
: : : L this year and 15 for the next three years after which the
Cabinet had considered its opinion. The honourable memb%atter zvill be reconsidered. In termsyof the formula, the

may shake his he?d__ \ board has let a contract to the Transport Systems Centre to
Mr ATKINSON: I didn’t, actually. provide a statistical base on which to generate a formula for
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | thought that the honourable g re licence issues. That, together with daily work cards and
member sighed, but perhaps it was just a general yawn. {he results of the first year's on-road audits, will in future
seemed to me that what Cabinet had done had to be ratifigéiaplish the formula for the on-going basis for the issue of
and noted. The Cabinet submission went forward on the basjgences. | have said that we have been looking at 15. The
that the matter had been prepared by the officers and with thesnourable member will be aware from discussions within
boaro_l being _consulted. It was pretty relaxed and harmoniougis own Party and from questions on the floor of this place,
That is why it went back to the board that day. that there is some considerable division within his Party on
Mr ATKINSON: As a supplementary, can the Minister whether there should be no licences—
assure the Committee that, so far as the recent pubic transport pMr ATKINSON:  No.
fare increases were concerned, the PTB and the Brown The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Was not the Hon. Terry
Liberal Government were at all times and at all stages of theameron advocating at least 100 licences to be issued straight
process of one mind? away and did that not make the member for Spence so
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am not sure what the nervous that, | notice frorithe Taximagazine, he quickly
honourable member is getting at. There are a few thing@rote to the Taxi Association disowning his honourable
under the Act of which the honourable member should bériend? With all due respect, | would have done the same if
aware. If | give a direction, it must be in writing. No direction one of my colleagues had advocated such a scheme. How-
in respect of these passenger transport fares was requiredgger, my colleagues would not have done that because they
be in writing or in any other way. It involved a discussion thatwould have had a more responsible attitude towards the taxi
we would have on a regular basis about the development ¢fidustry.
a fare strategy and the benefits that that would have for our Mr ATKINSON: Again with your indulgence, Mr
customers and the operators in future. That was the basis f@hairman, | have a supplementary to round that out. | take it
the development of the strategy. that the Minister’s latest increases of 15 plates a year for three
The matter was considered by the Passenger Transpagrars is not in accordance with any formula and that we still
Board. | wanted Cabinet to note the considerations of thawait a formula.
board. The matter went back after Cabinet to the board on the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It was a continuation of what
day of the budget (the board meets at 2 p.m. regularly othe Labor Party did in Government: that is 15 licences over
Thursdays) so that it was signed, sealed and delivered ihree years.



66 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B 21 June 1995

Mr ATKINSON: Which Labor Government was that?  In common with metropolitan services, country services
Was it the Walsh Government? using fixed routes and schedules require service contracts

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It was the Bannon/Amold Wwith the Passenger Transport Board when the existing
Labor Governments. It started with Mr Blevins as Ministerlicences expire. It is hoped that the healthy competition that
for Transport. He decided that there would be 45 licencewe have experienced in tendering for metropolitan services
over three years—15 each year. That was during prettyill also occur in country services in the future, although
depressing times in South Australia. My Party and | arésome country operators that now hold exclusive licences may
determined that the State is coming into the home straight, &9t welcome such competition in the tendering process.
the Treasurer said. There will certainly be more opportunities, The Passenger Transport Board has established a standing
through contracting out, for the taxi industry. There is acommittee on non-metropolitan passenger transport services
division of opinion in the taxi industry about the number of which is undertaking the review that was promised under our
licences required. It was considered that the industry coul@assenger transport strategy. This review is all the more
cope with more licences as there was more work if taxpertinent given our commitments under the national competi-
drivers really wanted to get it. That was the basis on whichion policy, the Hilmer report, to ensure that any restrictions
the 15 were issued initially. The Transport System Centre, latn competition imposed by Government regulation are
by the PTB, will consider the matter further. | am not surejustified in the public interest.
whether the Chief Executive would like to add more to that, The committee is taking abroad approach toits investigat-
but most of us keep our mouths shut when it comes to taxisens, looking at the results of the removal of exclusive rights

Mr ATKINSON: Has the PTB received complaints that over routes such as has taken place elsewhere in the nation—
taxi drivers risk their privacy being invaded by the require-New South Wales—as well as ways in which the tendering
ment for them to include their driver’s licence number on theprocess can be made more competitive. This investigation
new accredited taxi driver card displayed on taxi dashboardsshould be completed in the next few months. All licences for
Was allocation of a PTB number to each taxi driver to becountry route services are due for renewal in June 1996, so
included on the card instead of the driver’s licence numbethis review must be completed and the basis for seeking new
considered? If so, why was that not done? route service licences determined by that time.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This was a Question on Notice Mr VENNING: In relation to the transport brokerage
which I have answered, but the member may not as yet hawgheme, page 308 of the Program Estimates indicates that the
received the answer. The answer is in the system. Mr Gargaiovernment has funded the transport brokerage schemes in
may wish to respond with further details. the Barossa Valley and the Fleurieu Peninsula since 1992.

Mr Gargett: The use of a driver’s licence number was Could the Minister indicate whether the efficiency and
negotiated with the taxi industry, and we have not had angffectiveness of these schemes have been evaluated and, if so,
complaints about the use of it. what was the result? What is the future of these two schemes?

Mr Atkinson interjecting: The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | know that the member has

Mr Gargett: With representatives of various companies,taken a considerable interest in this area because the Barossa
including a representative of SATA. | am not saying that itorokerage scheme is in his electorate. The office of the
is a unanimous decision, but it was negotiated with them allPassenger Transport Board carried out a detailed study of the
In the end, it was recognised that there was no loss agderformance of both these schemes from their inception until
personal security for the driver with the use of that driver'sthe end of 1994. The findings of the study and recommenda-
licence because the personal information is not accessible. 3iNns were presented as a report to the Passenger Transport
if you have the driver’s licence number you still cannot getBoard in April this year. The report found that both schemes
the personal information from the Motor Registrationhad met their objectives—which is good news for the

Division. Barossa—and were meeting the essential travel needs of the
most transport disadvantaged groups in their respective

Membership: communities. The schemes were providing passenger

Mr Rossi substituted for Mr Caudell. transport services in a cost-effective manner in low density,

scattered communities where more conventional forms of

Mr VENNING: In relation to country bus route licences Public passenger transport could not operate effectively.
(page 308 of the Program Estimates), | notice that the Those conditions which I have just outlined—low density,
Passenger Transport Board gains revenue from country routeattered communities—apply to a whole range of outer
licences. What measures are being taken under the Passengtropolitan areas and near country areas, and | am very keen
Transport Act to ensure that these services are provided &g see this transport brokerage scheme extended, whether that
efficiently and effectively as possible? be to Willunga or elsewhere. All schemes would have to

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Our passenger transport €Njoy strong community support, as do these two schemes
strategy, which was released prior to the election, promisehich have community support in the Barossa and Fleurieu
areview of the regulatory regime governing the provision ofPeninsula. This is reflected in a joint funding arrangement
country bus route services to see if improvements could beetween the participating councils, the Home and Community
made to the existing arrangements. Existing arrangemenggare (HACC) organisation and the office of the PTB. Strong
have exclusive rights to provide bus services, and they argupport from a wide spectrum of human services was
tendered on a periodic basis. A previous investigation—an@xpressed during these studies.
I think that previous investigation was undertaken by Dr The report also found that the schemes improved the
Radbone—noted that while fares on such services were cheaffectiveness of service delivery of other agencies, as well as
by comparison with equivalent fares interstate there was fiom the transport perspective. Red Cross estimated a direct
disturbing lack of competition in the competitive process formonetary saving to the major Adelaide public hospitals of
these licences. $164 000 in 1993-94, which gives me an idea of where we
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might be able to get more money for this scheme in theind standards for services for people with disabilities. The
future! low floor kneeling buses are of benefit to a large and growing
The office of the Passenger Transport Board has budgetedumber of older people in our community, people who are
$50 000 this coming financial year for transport brokerageged or infirm and who have difficulty climbing steps, as well
schemes. We would like it to be more. Given the jointas men and women who are doing more shopping, pushing
funding arrangements, it is expected that this amount wilprams or the like. It is very exciting to think that in South
provide ongoing support for both existing schemes and somaustralia we are well ahead of any other State in introducing
funding to assist in the establishment of new schemes in othénese low floor buses with ramps. If we can develop this
areas experiencing rural isolation that have significant unme&outh Australian technology for a retractable ramp, it will be
travel needs. | have asked Mr Gargett, the General Managarfantastic export industry for South Australia, and we will
of the PTB, to work with the Women’s Advisory Council. have others coming to South Australia to see what we doing.
The advisory council was in the Eyre Peninsula, Ceduna and To make the most effective use of this investment in
Lock regions a couple of months ago, and subsequently weakcessible buses, we need to ensure that interchanges and
to the Riverland. It has further meetings in the South-Easitreet bus stops can accommodate the low floor buses and
Transport and access thereto is a major issue for women igheelchair ramps. Therefore, we are starting to work on how
these country areas, and | am very keen to see the Womenisimprove access at interchanges and street bus stops. Until
Advisory Council and the PTB work together on an extensiorwe start the trials, we are not sure how many stops will need
of transport brokerage schemes, whether it be the type thapgrading, although we do know of a number already which
operate in the Barossa or Fleurieu or some other type afill need work, such as the stop opposite the Royal Adelaide
scheme to meet the transport needs of women and familiesospital.
in rural areas. Many of the women in these areas in rural The $500 000 for accessible transport implementation is
South Australia today are ageing. Younger family memlf)er%apital expenditure, which has been budgeted for the
have left the towns. They have more medical demands thagygrading and modification of these interchanges and stops.
they would have had in the past. We have to do better thafhe expenditure will not be confined to modifications just to
we are in helping them remain in their communities. suit wheelchairs; for instance, tactile tiles to aid the vision
Mrs PENFOLD: With reference to page 307 of the jmpaired will be included in the modifications if justified.
Program Estimates, $500 000 has been allowed for accessible The expenditure that the honourable member has ques-
transport implementation and a further $450 000 for wheelgioneq complements the $500 000 allowed for in the capital

chair accessible bus trials. Can the Minister elaborate on th’fudget for TransAdelaide for a continuation of a program of
need for ;hlhs expenditure ang explain the difference inpgrading stations. These upgrades address the issue of
purpose of these two amounts? improved access to people with disability, reducing step

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This expenditure is a neces- peights into railcars, safe platform surfaces, adequate
sary part of the Government’s commitment to supply g

transport system that provides accessibility to needeélghting_
services, especially to people with disadvantages in terms of !\I'Ak: Aﬁlnsog_lnterjfc_térllg: ' Aq . ”
travel. Parliament made it a statutory function of the Passen-_ "€ Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Adequate lighting Is really

" tant—and alternative access to that provided by
ger Transport Board to facilitate the use of passengefPOr : :
transport services by people with disabilities. P 9 subways which are gradually being f{ﬂded out. A further
As | said, it is a statutory function. amount of $450 000—and these are big sums to these new

In turn, in its public transport policy the Government initiatives—has been budgeted for recurrent expenditure for

promised that it would trial wheelchair accessible buses witt’€ PTB- This is to cover the cost of trials of wheelchair
ramps on selected routes. This commitment was reiterategfcess'ble buses. There is not much point ordering all these
when we negotiated the conciliated agreement as a result Bi'S€S With all these ramps and not putting them on the road
the Disability Discrimination Act case before the court last@nd into business. _ -
October. The design and construction of the next batch of We Will be introducing two trials: the first will be a new
buses on the TransAdelaide order for new buses is well und&¥s loop within the city of Adelaide, connecting with the
way, and all these buses have a new low floor, with 6.‘O\de'lau?le Raﬂway Station. It will go a'lon.g North Terrace, so
kneeling capacity. The front half of all these new buses wilit Will link up with the cultural institutions along North
also have a very low floor, which is flat across the wholeTerrace, the Adelaide Hospital, and the busy east end of
width of the bus. In turn, this will be equipped with a Adelaide. We would look probably at Grenfell Street—
retractable ramp of German manufacture, and that will be Mr Atkinson interjecting:
located beneath the door in the centre of the bus. This ramp The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Not with wheelchair accessible
can be deployed at bus stops when people in wheelchairamps and low floors. This is really important, because a lot
wish to board or alight from the bus. Investigations are als@f people who are in wheelchairs get really agitated. They get
under way to ensure that we trial not just this Germar60 vouchers of up to $30 in value for a six-month period.
manufactured ramp but one of our own South AustralianThey can use one voucher to go from Gawler to Noarlunga,
designs. | have seen both ramps in mock-ups down at PM®ut they can use the same voucher for $4 on a short trip in the
and other members might like to see them. It is exciting taity. If it is raining or really hot and a person in a wheelchair
think what we will be able to deliver for people with wheel- gets off at the Adelaide Railway Station and they just want
chairs in terms of bus travel in the future. So | will write to to go somewhere along North Terrace or up to King William
members and invite them to come with me in the future oiStreet, and they do not want to push themselves there, they
they can go separately. would catch a taxi. They might catch a taxi after that
The number of low level wheelchair accessible buses imppointment somewhere else to another appointment, and
service in metropolitan areas is likely to increase acrosthey would have used up their vouchers. This accessible low
Australia in the future, as all States are assessing strategifisor retractable ramped bus, and buses that we are ordering,
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used on this new city loop, will ensure that we solve that The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have not misunderstood at
problem in the future, and | am really excited about that. all. All regulations that relate to taxis and buses were
We are also looking at a further north-south route,developed with industry groups. So they are not mine or the
probably in the Unley area to Northfield. These trials will Government’s regulations other than in a technical sense;
probably be from four to six months duration. The buses ar#hey are actually owned by those who developed them—the
delivered from July, and the pilot services will go until after industry body in each instance. Nevertheless, | am happy to
Christmas and the New Year, as that is such a busy period féke the honourable member’s suggestion back to the Taxi
everybody. So, Mr Atkinson, if that is a direction to the Industry Advisory Committee and the new drivers’ represen-
board, | had better put it in writing! tative committee, because it is a matter for the whole industry
Mr ATKINSON: As the Minister would know, | have not just one section.
never driven a motor vehicle, and | use cabs every week. The MrATKINSON: When will I receive areply to my letter
Minister and | are supporters of cab drivers wearing uni-of 24 February in which | informed the Minister that a cabbie,
forms. However, many non-operator drivers work with twoWho has been paying for radio services and wants to return
or more radio companies. A cabbie might work for Independo ranking and dispense with radio services, is prohibited
ent on Friday nights, United Yellow on Saturday afternoonfrom doing so by PTB regulations? In principle, why prohibit
and Diamonds on Sunday night. Your regulations woulc® cabbie who pays for radio services from dispensing with
compel him to keep three sets of uniforms, one for each radihose services unless he then takes radio services from
company, each with the company name embroidered on tinother company?
breast pocket. | am told that these uniforms can be bought The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | do not recall the honourable
from one location only. These drivers ask why the regulationgnember’s letter, but February is a long time ago and it should
cannot be amended to allow them to wear a clean shirt of Bave been answered by now. | will address the matter
prescribed design and colour and a badge of the radighmediately, and | apologise to both the honourable member
company for which they are working on that day. When willand the driver concerned for the delay.
you reply to my letter of February on behalf of cabbies Mr ATKINSON: When will the Minister report the
putting that proposal? findings of the Minister’'s investigation into dangerous
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It was discussed at the overcrowding on country school buses which she announced

meetings of the Taxi Industry Advisory Panel. The Passengdf her reply to my question on notice No. 176 of 7 March
Transport Board decided not to get involved because the wak295? The Minister may recall that | raised with her the

it wanted to position itself was really a matter of companyduestion of school children standing in aisles on buses
policy— travelling in country areas at high speeds.

Mr Atkinson interjecting: The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | think that | received corres-
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, that they have to wear a pondenpe from the honoqrable mgmber gnd also from every
uniform— school in South Aust_ralla on t_hls subject. Country and
Mr Atkinson interjecting: m_et_ropolltan bus services remain the re_sponS|b|I|ty of the
. X . - Minister for Education and Children’s Services; therefore, we
The Hon. Diana La|d!aw. Thgts right. , have worked with officers of his department. | recall that the
Mr ATKINSON:  You're making themdo it. department issued a survey, the results of which have been
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | know. | am just saying that  compiled and are now being assessed by that department's
the company decided that it wanted its own logo and owreyaluation committee. | will ascertain the latest position, but

way of presenting drivers. For instance, Adelaide Independt s anticipated that those assessments will be finished in
entdrivers wear red T-shirts. Other drivers have told me thajune or July.

they could not bear to wear a red T-shirt or to have their pr ATKINSON: | ask a supplementary question.
company identified in that way. They want to wear a shirt  \y VENNING: Mr Chairman, on what line is the
with epaulettes. That is how the drivers want to presenfnemper for Spence asking his questions? At the beginning
themselves as well. | understand that you are arguing that thg the day, you stipulated that we had to quote the line.

regulations should stipulate one uniform, such as a marle The CHAIRMAN: The questions come within the budget
jacket, for every driver in South Australia. Thatis what youjine which we are dealing with at the moment of

would like the Passenger Transport Board to say. $125 843 000.
Mr ATKINSON: No. My proposal is for a clean shirtof ~ Mr ATKINSON: | note that the member for Custance
a particular colour and design, but if you are driving for asought to suppress questioning on country school buses. My
particular radio company, in order to give that radio companygupplementary question is: what percentage of school bus
market differentiation, you should wear the company’s badgeervices in country areas is expected to remain with the
clipped to your pocket. What is wrong with that? Education Department at the end of this parliamentary term?
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is not up to me to decide How many of those services will be privatised?
how companies in this very competitive business should The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: At this stage, those services
present themselves. Whilst we control the number of licenceare being progressively undertaken by the private sector
there is competition between the companies. | will take up theather than the Department for Education and Children’s
honourable member’s suggestion with drivers and operatorServices. As at 30 June 1994, which is the latest figure that
it is a point worthy of further discussion. we have (this is not our direct area of responsibility but that
Mr ATKINSON: With respect, | think the Minister is of the Department for Education and Children’s Services),
missing the point. While radio companies want their driverd ECS owned and operated 365 buses and contracted 297
to wear their embroidered shirt and not a removable badgéuses. Itis Liberal Party policy that this whole area of school
it is the Minister's Government through the regulations or abus services be undertaken by the Passenger Transport Board,
law which compels them to wear the embroidered garmertut in more recent times we have had to do quite a bit
of the radio company. ourselves without taking on this area, so we are not pushing
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to take it over quickly, but | anticipate that it will happenat ~ Mr Atkinson interjecting:

some stage. Generally, if it is seen as economically defensible The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is good to see your endorse-
and if it is supported by the local community—it is Educationment at last.

Department policy, a Labor Party policy that has been Mr Atkinson interjecting:

continued by the Liberal Government—progressively these The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Well, you did not think that
services will be contracted out. This can be seen in the treniditially, but | am glad you have changed your mind and |
lines. | did a lot of work on this when | was developing the admire you for it. Anyway, | do not believe you could have
passenger transport strategy. Trend lines under the formdone anything else. This ‘human face’ has reduced the levels
Government have not changed in terms of the progressivef fare evasion which were rife under the previous arrange-
transfer to contracted services. ments. In addition, the occurrences of graffiti, vandalism and

Mr ROSSI: | refer to page 114 of the Program Estimates.antisocial behaviour have decreased since the introduction of
What amount of stock of all forms of public transport ticketsthese well trained and helpful people. The overall effect on
is held by the board, and how long will they last—six months the rail system has been a more cost-effective, safer and more
two years or more? pleasant travelling environment for the people of Adelaide,

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The whole ticketing responsi- including the member for Spence.
bility has transferred from TransAdelaide to the PTB, and | 3. Major service changes were implemented in May 1995,
am advised that approximately six to 12 months of tickets aréncluding new services to Regent Gardens and Athelstone,
in stock. | hope that so many more people will use publicplus extensions to services and more frequent services. All
transport that it will be only six not 12 months in stock.  the changes responded to employee and customer suggestions

The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, | and all were introduced without additional cost to the overall
declare the examination of the vote completed. budget.

4. Discussions were held during the year on making
available Government owned infrastructure and buses to all
tenderers for the new passenger transport contracts so that
there are no barriers to enter the market. Subsequently,

TransAdelaide, $33 212 000 agreement has been reached by all organisations involved,
including Treasury and the Auditor-General, on the transfer
Departmental Advisers: of the majority of bus related assets from TransAdelaide to
Mr K. Benger, General Manager, TransAdelaide. the Department of Transport and the Passenger Transport
Mr W. Fairlie, Manager, Corporate Treasury. Board. These assets include buses, bus depots, the Crouzet

Mr R. Seaman, Group Manager, Finance and Informatiorticketing system and the Regency Park workshop facilities.
5. In June 1995, TransAdelaide successfully negotiated
The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments opennew work site agreements with the Lonsdale and Elizabeth
for examination. Minister, do you propose to make a statedepot bus operators. These are the two depots affected by the
ment? first competitive tenders let by the Passenger Transport
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Government has created Board. With the new arrangements at these locations
a new era for public transport in Adelaide. TransAdelaideTransAdelaide employees have achieved a competitive
formed from the old STA on 1 July 1994, is now able to position with private sector competitors by lowering their cost
focus all its efforts on the provision of quality public structure. These new work site agreements support the
transport services as the policy and planning functions, whiclsovernment’s policy of reducing the cost of public transport
at times have been in conflict with operational goals. Thesservices and improving the levels of service provision.
planning and policy functions are now the responsibility of 6. A ‘best practice’ program has been introduced, which
the Passenger Transport Board. In March 1995 the firghcludes a large employee participation element. This
tenders for public transport services were issued by thprogram, supported by managers, unions and employees,
Passenger Transport Board and TransAdelaide is facing tougbflects my request for a new way of doing business involv-
competition from private operators for the provision of theséng employees and customers to ensure TransAdelaide is a
services. As the Passenger Transport Act provides for 50 péifst class organisation. | do commend them for their efforts
cent of public transport services in Adelaide to be tendere¢b date. It has been really exciting to work with
by March 1997, TransAdelaide has the opportunity to showransAdelaide.
that it has the capacity to be a very progressive and customer | am pleased to advise that estimates of financial results
responsive provider of public transport. for 1994-95 show that TransAdelaide will come in on budget.
A new competitive team spirit has developed within theThis was not the usual practice during the days of the old
people who work at TransAdelaide and | am heartened to S&&TA, and | congratulate management and all TransAdelaide
how this human potential has been unleashed and channellethployees for their efforts. This position reflects the
into providing better, more cost effective services to theachievement of a $12.2 million net savings target that was set
people of Adelaide. Some of the noteworthy achievements bgy the Government and the result was achieved prior to
TransAdelaide in the 1994-95 financial year are: tenders being let, prior to new services being added, prior to
1. The launch of TransAdelaide on July 1994, whichpassenger service assistants being introduced and prior to a
incorporated a week of events that involved a large sectionumber of outstanding issues being cleaned up. So, itis a
of the community and created a positive environment for thisnighty result.
new organisation facing the challenges and opportunities of In line with the Government’s direction of reducing costs
a different and exciting new environment. associated with public transport, additional savings of
2. In December 1994 the first of TransAdelaide’s new$8.8 million are sought from TransAdelaide in 1995-96. | am
passenger service assistants were introduced on the metemnfident with the ongoing improvements within
politan rail system. TransAdelaide, and together with the lower costs that are
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expected to result from the introduction of competitiveeasier for anyone, but it is important that it goes on the
tendering, that these savings will be achieved withoutecord.

compromising the level of services provided to all Adelaide Mr ATKINSON: When | was travelling on the Belair line
people who wish to use them—and | wish more did. Thefrom Mitcham station to the city, a Passenger Service
Government fully supports a strong customer drivenAssistant of my acquaintance, Mr Hung, handed me a leaflet
TransAdelaide and | wish the agency well in future tendersvith the Minister's photograph on it entitled, ‘Passenger
and the evaluation process being presently conducted for thigulletin April 1995 Special: Belair Line’. The Minister is

outer southern and northern regions. quoted as saying, “To say that this decision was made
The CHAIRMAN: The member for Spence, do you wish without past community feedback or the knowledge of the
to make a brief statement before asking questions? Opposition is absolutely untrue,” Ms Laidlaw said.’ Does the

Mr ATKINSON: Just a brief statement. | do congratulateMinister think it is proper that public servants hand out
the Minister on introducing the passenger service assistanfdaterial refuting Opposition statements which, at that stage,
to Adelaide trains. It is the single best thing she has donBad not been made?
since she has been the Minister. The passenger service Mr VENNING: | take a point of order. There is no
assistants have had a tremendously good effect on the traii§ference to this in any of the lines in the budget papers.
both in preventing fare evasion and improving behaviour of The CHAIRMAN: It is a publication put out by the
some passengers on the trains. Furthermore, | would like #linister's department. There is no point of order.
congratulate the passenger service assistants on the fortitude The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have not seen the publica-
which they display sometimes when confronted by unrulytion. Is it signed by me? There is a photograph of me and of
youths. | am particularly impressed by their restraint, but theiBlackwood station, but the statement is not signed by me and
firmness in dealing with these situations. | would, howeverjt was not written by me. Officers may have taken it from a
remind the Minister that when the passenger service assigiess release that | prepared in terms of general information.
ants were first introduced, the Minister did not give them Mr ATKINSON: On that theme, is the Minister telling
authority to check tickets. It was only after an exchangeme that people under Mr Benger’s authority put out this
between the Minister and | on radio 5AA that the Minister political propaganda under the logo of TransAdelaide without
then relented and instructed the passenger service assistattits Minister's even knowing about it?
to check tickets, and | congratulate her for making that The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Itis not political propaganda.
decision. It has quoted me, so that is hardly propaganda. It is a

Does the Deputy Premier’s statement of 24 May 1995 irstatement that | have clearly made in a press release or in this
theEastern Courier Messeng#rat the closure of Clapham, place, and | think it is quite proper for TransAdelaide, in
Hawthorn and Millswood stations was ‘the end of the seriesterms of explaining the position, if it so chooses, to use
mean that there will be no further TransAdelaide statiorstatements | have made on the subject.
closures for the term of this Parliament, or does it mean just Mr ATKINSON: The Minister is rather missing the
that there will be no further closures on the Belair line? Carpoint. Is it appropriate for a Government department—
the Minister assure the Committee that neither Ovingham Mr ROSSI: | have a point of order.
station nor Chidda station, both on the Gawler line, will be  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | think it is appropriate—

closed in the life of this Parliament? The CHAIRMAN: Order! A point of order has been
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This is a question on notice called. What is the point of order?

that | have answered, too. Mr ROSSI: The member for Spence is saying that public
Mr Atkinson interjecting: servants cannot give out political material.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have answered it and signed ~ Mr ATKINSON: Yes, | am saying that.
it off. They have to go through some system and apparently The CHAIRMAN: What is the point of order?
the system is not clearing them very quickly, so | apologise Mr ROSSI: He is contradicting himself because—
for that. The answer was that for the life of the Parliament The CHAIRMAN: There is no point of order.
there are no further closures envisaged or planned by me, or Mr ATKINSON: | am interested in this point of order.
the Passenger Transport Board, or TransAdelaide. That Ishould like to hear it fully made out.
what | said in the letter that you have not yet received. I The CHAIRMAN: | have just ruled that there is no point
terms of the three stations that were closed, this has not beefiorder. | am not here to have an argument with the member
a pleasant task but it was one that we should get into perspefer Spence or with anyone else. We are here to deal with the
tive. Having gone through background information, thebudget estimates of TransAdelaide, $33 212 000, and that
dockets, some of which have restricted stamps on and thingsvers all sorts of administrative issues as far as its operations
so they cannot be all released, it is apparent that the formeire concerned. The member for Spence has asked one
Minister, Barbara Wiese, endorsed the plan. | am privatelyjuestion and three supplementaries. | advise him that there
prepared to show you these documents. Because they hageno provision for supplementary questions. Each member
restricted stamps on them it is difficult to table them andis entitled to three questions, so the honourable member is
release them widely. really pushing the limit.

The former Minister endorsed the plan in terms of MrATKINSON: You have been mostindulgent, Sir, and
arrangements between TransAdelaide and National Rail adém grateful for that. What the Minister appears to be saying
the Federal Government’s One Nation agreement. That plae that she had no knowledge of this passenger bulletin, but
envisaged the closure of stations. That endorsement wasiblic servants, namely, Passenger Service Assistants, under
given on 22 January 1992 and was confirmed a month later Benger’s direction, issued a leaflet to all passengers
Those dates relate to a time long before | became Minister fdravelling on trains on the Belair line, putting that the position
Transport, so | was carrying out what had been agreed to byf the Opposition, namely, the parliamentary Labor Party,
the former Minister. That circumstance did not make it anywas entirely untrue.
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The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Well, it is not untrue. | have The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Ordered? | do not think that
explained about the dockets and other material that | cannetas the case. A whole lot of passenger bulletins are handed
circulate because, for some reason, the Labor Party put@ut on aregular basis and it is part of the information service
restricted stamp on them. It did not want anyone to see thahat PSAs provide to customers.
it had agreed three years ago to close certain stations. | am Mr ATKINSON: How soon will TransAdelaide ensure
not sure who has got what to hide, but it seems to me that thiaat the one remaining entrance to Belair Railway Station, off
Hon. Barbara Wiese was not too keen for the Labor Party’Sheoak Road at the eastern end of the station, is lit, paved and
part in this to be known. As part of the protocol of my the pedestrians separated from vehicles by the construction
position, | have not circulated those documents, but it if a footpath? As the Minister has said that she has inspected
important in terms of the historical record that that point isthe site to which I refer, will she explain to the Committee
made. how the hundreds of residents living south of the railway line

Mr ATKINSON: When are you going to explain this?  will now obtain access to Belair Railway Station?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The honourable member asked  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am waiting for National Rail
a question of me and | am answering it. That is the protocolo complete the work on the standardisation of that line and
of this system, although protocol does not seem to matter to@|ated issues. We have invited local people to look at the
much. As | have indicated, | do not have anything to hide. lighting to see whether it is adequate, and we have offered
do not think that Mr Benger has anything to hide, but he camhat, if they do not deem it to be adequate, it will be im-
certainly speak for himself when I have finished answeringroved. | believe that National Rail will finish all its work in
this question. My view is that the statement that | made inelation to this project, including Belair, at the end of this
putting out the Government's position and explaining themonth or early July. So, it will be completed. The southern
circumstances of the closure of the line was repeated in gccess is part of the rectification work to be undertaken by
bulletin. If I had authorised that statement for a press releasgransAdelaide and that will be completed promptly.
or | had made the statement in Parliament, it is entirely pr ATKINSON: Could the Minister answer the second
appropriate for it to be used by other parties. | do not cargart of my question: how do you obtain access?
whether it was used by public servants, the honourable 1he Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is a responsibility for

member or whoever. Itis on the public record and it can beransadelaide and it will have to be addressed. As | indicat-
used as the public wishes. It is fact, as | have |nd|cateded it will be addressed promptly.

whether the Hon. Barbara Wiese wanted it advertised or not, Mr ATKINSON: Does Mr Benger have any ideas on
t_hat she endorsed the closure of rallv_vay stations on thg Bel at? At the momentit is very hard for the majority of people
line on 22 January 1992, so there is no argument with thﬁ}zing in Belair to get into the station

statement | made, and that statement has been repeated in t 'SThe Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Mr Bénger can speak for

bulletin. Mr Benger may wish to comment, but| do not Carehimseh‘, but that was the advice as | understood it, and Mr

if he does not. 43enger has just confirmed it
Mr Benger: The matter that the honourable member ha: ) .
N Mr ROSSI: | refer to Program Estimates (page 319)

raised is really between the Minister and me. If the Minister ™ .
is unhappy with that bulletin, that is for her to take up with "€lating to passenger service attendants. The move to employ
me passenger service attendants on trains has been welcomed by

MrATKINSON: Does the Minister and, in particular, Mr passengers generally and the member for Spence has

Benger, regard it as appropriate for a Government departmefipncurred with that considering that, while his Government
such as TransAdelaide to have its employees handing out {§2S in power, graffiti was painted on the outside of trains,
passengers leaflets taking sides in a dispute within Parliamen¢ats were marked, windows on trains were engraved, there
between the Government and the Opposition? Is it licit actiof'25 smoking on some trains as well as drinking and eating

for TransAdelaide, without so much as consulting with the2nd Passengers placing their feet on the seats. | have noticed
Minister, on the Minister's version of events, to put out atn€S€ things during the short 18 months | have been in
leaflet to the public saying that, “"To say that this decisionParliament and | have reported these offences to the Minister.

was made without past community feedback or without the There still seems to be some confusion as to the specific
knowledge of the Opposition is absolutely untrue,” Msrole of officers, particularly in relation to revenue protection.
Laidlaw said'? If | had made a parliamentary statement on th¥Vill the Minister outline the role of officers, particularly in
closure of those three stations, would TransAdelaide put odiglation to the field supervisors and transit police? | have
a leaflet saying what I, the member for Spence, Mickhoticed that some of these attendants sometimes check tickets

Atkinson, said, and have Passenger Service Assistants gigd encourage passengers to go to the machines and pay for
it to passengers under the logo, ‘TransAdelaide’? the tlc_kets, but | fgel that t_h(_ay should_ b_e able to issue on-the-
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | suspect not, because so many SPOt fines. tht is the.M|n|ster’s opinion about that?
of the statements made in this context have not been factually The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Forty-four PSAs have been
based. employed in the system since they were first introduced in
Mr ATKINSON: Is that the only reason why not? November 1994.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This one is, and it was a Mr ATKINSON: You promised 70.
statement of the Government's position, which The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, | promised 60, never 70.
TransAdelaide employees, PSAs, and the public were entitledh relation to the difference of 16 we are looking at the
to know. employment of either further PSAs or more field supervisors,
Mr ATKINSON: Were they ordered as part of their job and that assessment is being made currently. However, the
description to hand them out? This is published by Mr44 are additional positions. | indicated initially that we would
Benger’s department. build up to 60 but we might look at another proposition in
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The honourable member has terms of field supervisors. | am very pleased, as | think all
asked his question. TransAdelaide employees would be, to receive the endorse-
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ment from both Mr Atkinson and the member for Lee, Mr  Mr VENNING: The Barossa Valley tourist railway is
Rossi, in respect of their function and role. referred to on page 319 of the Program Estimates. Will the
Itis true that PSAs have been terrific in assisting customMinister elaborate on the issue? | have spent much time on
ers with service information and attending to customer needshis issue. The late Mr John McAvaney had a dream. He
checking the validation of tickets, assisting special needgassed away a few weeks ago and he wanted to see the
assisting customers to board and alight safely and deterrirggrvice reinstated. A lot of work has been done. | have seen
vandalism and other antisocial behaviour. There has bedhe expression of interest notice in the media, but how long
debate in the community about whether PSAs should haweill it be before we can get it back on the rails?
additional powers in terms of being able to issue on-the-spot The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am very keen to see this
fines, and the member for Lee shares such an opinion.initiative start—certainly before the Barossa Music Festival—
suspect that the member for Spence does also. This was a bit that we have weekend and, hopefully, weekday tourist-
of a tricky issue between the transit police, field supervisorbased trips to the Barossa Music Festival. On other occasions
and PSAs when first proposed. TransAdelaide managemeiitmay be appropriate only on the weekends, but that is a
and | decided that it was best to go ahead with the PSAmatter for anyone putting in a submission of interest to
without giving them the additional powers which some,operate the service to determine with TransAdelaide and
including the member for Lee, may have thought wereAustralian National. The two rail agencies have been working
required. together as a working party, which was established in March.
Since then, a very good relationship has been built up As the honourable member noted, expressions of interest
between the transit police, the field supervisors and the PSAbave been sought from suitably qualified and experienced
The suspicion of members of the field supervisors and ththird parties to operate this service. We have received two
transit police has dissipated. | have a copy of the transigxpressions of interest to date. They closed on Friday 16
police division/PSA information bulletin which was issued June, having opened on 27 May. Those two are being
on 4 June and authorised by J.W. Powell, Senior Sergeardssessed at the moment. You only need two to bid and two
and which is glowing in relation to the support that PSAsto make good competition, so we are fortunate to have that
provided police during the month of May. Transit police number. The successful tenderer will be selected at the latest
received 44 calls for assistance from PSAs about variousy October 1995, which will provide time to start for the
trouble spots that they had noted on the system, whether th&arossa Music Festival.
be inthe trains, in car parks, at interchanges or on platforms, MrVENNING: | refer to the use of the Series 2 000 rail
and it is interesting to look at the number of people that thears. Could the service be extended on the other line from
PSAs noted who have since been arrested for other offenc&awler through to Kapunda for its festivals?
or for warrants that were outstanding. So the police have Mr Benger: Yes, they could be. We are currently looking
found that the PSAs have been extraordinarily helpful, noat doing a market survey to ascertain the interest. It is on our
only in the immediate vicinity of PSA's work but in the wider program of things to look at in the coming year.
context of police work. Mr VENNING: | understand that the railway line is
The PSAs and the field supervisors are working closelyipgraded to do that now?
together now for revenue protection purposes. They are Mr Benger: That is correct.
working as teams, both on the trains and at the Adelaide Mrs PENFOLD: | refer to page 319 of the Program
railway station and others. That s all part of the blitz that weEstimates. Has AUSTRICS been successful over the past year
undertake on a regular basis to tackle this issue of fare fraud filling interstate and/or overseas scheduled software and,
or fare evasion. PSAs do not have statutory power to issué so, why is the Government considering the sale of this
transit infringement notices and, because of the way thbigh-tech enterprise?
system is working at present, | am not going to push that The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: AUSTRICS has been success-
issue. We may engage more field supervisors but, as | safdl with both sales and/or expressions of interest in such
earlier, that is still to be determined. PSAs and field supervisales. Mr Benger can answer the question about the success
sors working together as teams have checked 48 008f AUSTRICS, and | will talk about whether or not it is for
passengers in January, 78 000 in February and 134 000 gale.
March, so that is a small indication of the way in which we  Mr Benger: AUSTRICS has continued to be exhibited
are stepping up the system. overseas, and the latest instance was at the CeBIT exhibition
I will explain why we work in teams, and Mr Benger in Hanover, Germany, in March where Australian technology
might explain this in more detail. As | understand it, if a PSA,was presented to over 150 exhibitors. The primary goal in
for instance, is suspicious about a person’s ticket they can calttending the exhibition was to promote to potential world-
over the field supervisor, but it takes that person some timwide distributors the leading edge technology developed by
to issue the TIN notice, work out the address and a wholAUSTRICS. The response to our exhibition was overwhelm-
range of other things. Also we have noticed that when a fielthg and many new prospective contacts have been made in
supervisor works alone there can be other trouble on the traidermany, Switzerland, Italy, Malaysia, the United Kingdom
and they are distracted or they are deliberately distracte@nd Holland. AUSTRICS has continued to promote the
However, if they work in teams, the PSA can go through andgcheduling software in its target markets of Europe, the
indicate where they think there is difficulty, and the field United Kingdom, Malaysia and Australia.
supervisor can deal with that matter. That way they really Currently Grampian Regional Transport in Aberdeen,
maximise their effort rather than having the PSAs monopoScotland—the site of AUSTRICS' first international sale—
lised dealing with one person, as that may take a lot moracquired five bus companies during the 1994-95 financial
time filling out the TIN notice, and so on. This way they canyear and has already indicated that it intends to discuss the
move quite freely throughout the train, forgetting the majorityinstallation of our scheduling system in each of the subsidiar-
of passengers who are honest, fare-paying passengers dag. More recently the GRT Bus Group merged with the
addressing only the others. Badgerline Group in the United Kingdom to form a company
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called FirstBus. FirstBus will have a total of 14 400 staff andnot give them very long. Ten companies registered an interest
5 600 vehicles and will be second only in size to the Stagein carrying out the work. Only four companies were con-
coach Group in the United Kingdom. sidered capable of supporting the Adelaide metropolitan

AUSTRICS has begun negotiations with this companysignalling system. ABB Services, GHD Transmark, GEC
with a view to installing the system in all its subsidiaries. Alsthom and Ventura Projects were invited to supply
Negotiations are continuing with the RATP in Paris, thequotations for the maintenance of TransAdelaide signalling
AGIR Group in France, representing approximately 10 citiesand tramline traction systems.
and a group known as CGEA (part of the Generale des Eaux Quotations were received to undertake that work by
Group), representing 30 cities. The RATP released amontract. An independent financial economic analysis was
expression of interest in the scheduling system anthen undertaken by Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu (DTT) to
AUSTRICS, through its European agent TDE Transdata, hasvaluate the benefits and disadvantages of undertaking that
responded. The tender document is expected to be releasedrk by contract. So often you cannot assess such things in
early in the 1995-96 financial year. terms of whole of Government costs until you have at least

The AGIR Group has been evaluating scheduling system®ceived quotes from others about the contract costs.
worldwide for some time, and various cities within the group  In their report to TransAdelaide and to me, DTT said that
have indicated that they are close to making a final decisiothey believed that there was significant justification for
on purchasing a scheduling system. These decisions will betaining the in-house signal and power services maintenance
known within the next three months and the remainder of théunction. The assessment was made not by TransAdelaide but
group are likely to following soon after. The CGEA Group by an independent and respected source.
represents an enormous potential for AUSTRICS. The group Mr ATKINSON: How much did it cost?
has a turnover of approximately (Aus)$750 million in  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am getting to that. The
transport alone, with further potential throughout Europe. assessment was based on value added services and a variety

The city of Le Havre will trial our software during May, of other benefits which could only be offered in-house. DTT
and the results of this trial will determine the future of oursuggested to TransAdelaide and to me that a high risk was
software within this group. AUSTRICS has also completednvolved in the outsourcing of this function. They also
trials for a bus company known as Intrakota in Kualaestablished that there was a significant cost benefit in
Lumpur, and negotiations are continuing through ouretaining the signal and power services maintenance unitin-
Malaysian agent. Intrakota has been awarded the mini-busouse.
operating licence and recently acquired the licence from the It is the case that with all these contracts and asset sales
Sri Jaya consortium to operate one of the long distanceutsourcing the Government would not proceed on price
licences. alone. We would always want to look at the whole of

Within Australia AUSTRICS continues to negotiate with Government costs. Having looked at the whole of
the Darwin Bus Service, the National Bus Company inGovernment costs in this matter, and having considered the
Victoria, the Bus Proprietors Association in Victoria and general safety issues, it was determined that it should not
various other companies. proceed. That was the recommendation to me. We discussed

They are the major things in which AUSTRICS is it with the management of TransAdelaide, and | approved the
currently involved. We have eight external contracteddecision thatwe should not proceed. | made that decision on
clients—Darwin, Hobart, Launceston, Burnie, Benders inl9 February. | do not have the cost available. | will provide
Geelong, Ventura in South Oakleigh and Grampiarthat advice to the honourable member by 7 July.

Transport. AUSTRICS is currently pursuing 16 prospective Mr ATKINSON: The Minister will recall that | also
clients. asked how many other areas had tried to be tendered out in

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: One of the strengths of this respect of which the tendering was abandoned, as it was with
AUSTRICS package is the fact that it is tied to an operator—the signalling.

TransAdelaide—and therefore it is unique to any other The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There are no comparable
similar scheduling package, of which there are a number imstances as big as signalling. If there are smaller ones, we
the world, because people can actually see it appliedwill investigate further and inform the honourable member
Therefore, in terms of sales we are look at joint ventures, andy 7 July. Nothing comes to mind.

the Economic Development Authority is working withusto  Mr  ATKINSON: My next question is about
seek joint venture partners for this so that we can get moréransAdelaide services to Aldinga and Sellicks. As the
capital and do not carry the whole risk as TransAdelaide. IMinister will be aware, there are no public bus services
would mean that any other operators that may come into thavailable at night, weekends or on public holidays to the
system through competitive tendering would also have accegddinga and Sellicks area. The Liberal member for that area,
to the same scheduling software. Mrs Rosenberg, is quoted as saying:

Mr ATKINSON: | have been advised that TransAdelaide | am not advocating a full-on TransAdelaide service. No one in
sought recently to tender out its signalling and it found thatheir right mind would. But the PTB has had various options put to
no-one else could do it as cheaply as the public employeeland at this stage has not accepted any.

How much did that attempt to tender cost? What else hahat statement was published in May this year. What is the
been tried to be tendered out only to find that TransAdelaidkiberal Government proposing to do by way of public
employees were cheaper than outsourcing? transport services for Aldinga and Sellicks Beach?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: On 11 June 1994, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: They are important services.
TransAdelaide called for registrations of interest froml am not being fussy, but that question could possibly have
suitably qualified signalling contractors capable of carryingoeen better asked under the PTB because TransAdelaide is
out, as a total package, the planned and breakdown mainta-subsidised Government system and does not operate beyond
nance of TransAdelaide’s metropolitan rail signalling systemNoarlunga. We do not have insurance for our buses to do that.
The closing date for registration was 23 June 1994. That didhey do not operate further south than Maslin Beach. There
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will be no further extensions to subsidised services in the arddouse in 1986-87 and will show TransAdelaide as the lessee.
until we have found savings through the competitive tenderThis is an important move—to get this building off
ing of services. TransAdelaide’s books so that this extraordinarily expensive
That was the advice to the Aldinga community and to thepiece of infrastructure does not provide an unnecessary costly
local member, then candidate, prior to the last election. Iburden when assessing its costs for competitive tendering. It
remains the case. We will be able to explore various options also important in terms of this argument—and | hear it
beforehand if the PTB is not doing that adequately in thérom time to time—that bus operators alone are making the
honourable member’s view or that of the local member. | willmoves or the adjustments in order to win work for
certainly address that issue. However, there is no ability tdransAdelaide in the future.
extend subsidised services to that region. Mr ATKINSON: Bearing the cuts, are they?
If an operator thought that there was a sufficient market The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Or bearing the cuts. There is

and a sufficient number of people to use a paid servicé, ey organisational structure within TransAdelaide. It has
certainly such a service could be established now. Itis clearlyeen flattened out enormously, as it had to be by any
a case like those highlighted in the Barossa Valley and theiangard. Effectively, a layer of management has been
Fleurieu Peninsula which, as | said earlier, might be morgiminated and the number of executive officers have been
appropriately addressed by the PTB under a transpofaved to four where previously there were eight. These four

brokerage system or a variation of such a system. It may n%oup managers now coordinate a wider span of responsibili-
be necessary to have HACC funding. Other funding sourcegag Reporting to these group managers are employees who
may be a\(allable. . have a greater responsibility to achieve goals and objectives
There is no reason why all the options should not by the work site. Not only has there been a significant
considered now, and | will encourage the PTB to do thatyeqyction in senior management but considerable numbers of
Until we make savings through competitive tendering ofgi5¢f have taken advantage of TSPs and TVSPs. Some 314
services in the outer south, the area that we are seeking {aff |eft during 1993-94. Further, from 1 July 1994 to
address, with the outer north, | cannot provide subsidiseg May 1995, an additional 210 en’1ployees have taken the
services to that area. . , TVSP package. So, that is a total of 524 employees, yet we
Mr ATKINSON: The Minister referred earlier to the e offering more services than Labor did when Labor left

AUSTRICS rostering system and how it had been developegkfice. That is a remarkable effort. It also highlights that not
and used by TransAdelaide and how it had been so successhjf the__

in rostering efficiencies and cost savings that it was being . ST
marketed overseas. If the AUSTRICS rostering system has Mr Atkmsoh mterpctlng.. _

been so absolutely successful, will future savings in The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is a remarkable effort. If you

TransAdelaide be made from workers’ conditions and wages3€ 90ing to be nasty, when | became Minister, one of the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No. Workers’ conditions and flrst things | mhen;ed was Labor’s promise of new services
wages are not the only basis for expense within thd Southern marginal seats—$2 million of new services,
TransAdelaide system. There are quite a number of othénich it had introduced but had not provided funding for.
areas. For example, just a few months ago we addressed tf?ﬁe of the first things | had to do was provide funding for
issue of what to do with STA House,. which was built when"/hat you could term a ‘corrupt’ move to provide services and

the former management of the STA did not care much aboutot fund them. That was one of the first things the Liberal
costs or the impact on taxpayers or their organisation. Government did. We did not withdraw the services: we

Mr ATKINSON:  Like your ministerial office and the cost continued them, but we had to put some of our own commit-
of that. ments on hold or put them off altogether.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am not sure how that is ~ The very factthat 524 employees have left the system yet
relevant. The ministerial office is very intensely occupied andve are providing more services than we did in the past is a
is good value for money in terms of the allocation of spacereflection that not only are services being provided more
When you consider that the former General Manager used &fficiently but that people have left a lot of other positions
sit up there in blessed isolation behind locked doors with onéther than bus operating positions. It would not have been
secretary and a receptionist, it is interesting to see theossible for all those positions to go and for us to continue to
activity, productivity and value for money that the taxpayersProvide a greater level of service. Since July 1993 to June
now get from that office. 1996, TransAdelaide expected to reduce support staff by

If you speak to the former Treasurer and Minister for50 per cent, to 120. I think that that is the right number for an
Transport, the Hon. Frank Blevins, he will tell you that heorganisation the size of TransAdelaide which maintains the
was pretty cross about the way the STA went about gettind%tance it does and operates as such a good corporate citizen.
approval for funds to erect this building and how it negotiatedNevertheless, we are continuing to examine all areas of the
costs generally. It is an extraordinarily expensive buildingwvork force to achieve greater efficiency and a competitive
and is not one of the highest standard by any yardstick. It waosition in the marketplace, and that work has been undertak-
a badly negotiated deal. It has been a very expensive exercié@ across all levels of the organisation.
for TransAdelaide to meet all the commitmentsinrelationto  Mr ROSSI: Page 319 of the Program Estimates addresses
that building. bicycles on buses and trains. | believe that the previous

Cabinet has now agreed that the Office Accommodatiolisovernment took away the security at railway stations by
Division of the Department for Building Management will removing station masters, space on trains with regard to
become the lessee for the financial lease held by the Soultilggage compartments and space in front of buses with regard
Australian Superannuation Fund Investment Trust and tht® shopping bags and pushers. What is the situation regarding
South Australian Police Pensions Fund, which will bethe bicycle initiatives on buses and trains? Is this providing
represented by Treasury from 1 July this year. This lease wilhore service to passengers and are we listening to the
protect the investment funds for the construction of STApassengers?
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The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This will partly answer a in the order of $500 000 to $700 000. A trial to see whether
guestion for which I indicated | would provide an answer tothey will ever be used is important to undertake in the first
the member for Spence. TransAdelaide currently providemstance.
bicycle facilities for about 100 bicycles. These facilities vary .

. Mr VENNING:
from communal bicycle compounds at the Noarlunga Centr%stimates In relatio
to individual bicycle lockers at Brighton, Dudley Park, :
Klemzig, Paradise and Modbury interchanges, and bicycl

racks at the Salisbury and Elizabeth stations. Secure parkin ransAdelaide continue to own all these buses in the future,
; ; y co L Parking s all the buses yet to be supplied? Also, | understand that
of a bicycle in an outer suburban station is clearly a majo

concern for dual mode travellers, and this is a traveller th? lot of these buses were gas powered, both LPG and

| refer to page 320 of the Program
n to the order placed in 1991 for 307 new
uses, how many have been delivered to date? Will

we are keen to encourage in the future. A recent report o e'\:lgjgﬁise's\é\llgat Is the Minister's appraisal of that—gas
bicycle dual mode transport in Adelaide by D. Hemmings an '
others, published in January 1995, indicated that 52 per cent The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: With regard to the contract
of Gawler rail passengers who cycled regularly would usdinked to MAN Automotive in April 1991 for the supply of
bicycle storage facilities if available. In Perth some 200the 307 new buses, to date we have received 108, and
bicycle lockers are located at a number of suburban stationdeliveries are continuing at the rate of four new buses per
These lockers are hired out to cyclists by a variety ofmonth. Itis anticipated the contract will run until the first half
organisations including the Lions Club, social clubs and evewnf 1999. To date, the buses delivered under the contract are
the Museum of Western Australia. all full-sized rigid buses a follows: 25 standard floor height
These organisations are responsible for the day-to-dagiesel buses; four low floor height diesel buses; and
management of it and any other major repairs carried out by9 standard floor height natural gas buses. The following
Government authorities. Occupancy is estimated to bbuses are currently on firm order but are yet to be delivered:
between 30 per cent and 50 per cent, depending on the statidt standard floor height natural gas buses, and 50 low floor
at which they are located. The cost of hiring a locker rangebeight diesel midi-buses, with accommodation for wheelchair
from $10 to $15 per month. Following the Perth example, inpassengers. Firm details of the remaining 128 buses to be
conjunction with the Department of Transport Bike South,supplied on the contract have not yet been established. The
TransAdelaide plans to install some new style bicycle lockeranticipated overall cost of the project has been revised
at suburban stations. This is essentially the answer to downwards from $119 million originally estimated to
guestion the honourable member asked earlier. A two-tie$112 million, which is good news.
system of management of lockers will be trialled. Community
groups and/or local businesses will be approached for thf%”
day-to-day management of these lockers, and they will retaiE

In terms of the gas bus operation, | am able to provide the
owing details that have been provided to me by Mr Wally
enkteler, who is associated with the Technical Services
ranch of TransAdelaide. Eighty-two new MAN gas powered
uses are now in service in the Adelaide metropolitan area.

the revenue from such management. TransAdelaide wi
oversee the advertising of such lockers as part of its marke
ing strategy and may provide additional lockers if the trial i

. S - he buses were initially equipped with an electronically
successful. The location of these lockers is still to be dgmde ontrolled gas induction and engine management system
but | suspect we would be very happy to consult with the

manufactured by Borg Warner. This system was a new
honourable member about that. The cost of these lockers {Rnovation on gas buses, and it was designed to minimise fuel

apprquately $400 per locker. They are based on a'aonsumption and exhaust emissions and maximise power
American design, but are produced locally. These lockers ag

particularly suitable because the bicycle is totally enclose utput. Service operators of the buses have shown that the

and the contents are not visible to passers by. Bike South org Warner system had a number of weaknesses and these

. . Rvealed themselves from time to time in a rather intermittent
prepared to pay for the cost and installation of such Iockersa}nOI unpredictable way, causing widespread breakdowns in

and that is through the Department c.’f Transport. Sever%ervices. The manufacturer has worked hard to correct the
other local groups have been involved in the issue of b'CyCI)?)roblems and has conducted a number of major upgrade

lockers, including Bike Plan in the Noarlunga and Salisbur brograms on the buses, although the programs carried out so

areas, and the State Bicycle Committee. LS 2 X
With regard to bicycle signs on railcars, TransAdelaide isfar have proved to be of a limited value in improving the

X - . : reliability of the vehicles.
currently ensuring that all railcars with bicycle storage
facilities are clearly marked, because at the moment nobody The call out rate, an indication of the number of faults the
his any idea whether a train has bicycle storage facilities. Thisuses sustain in operation, has now been reduced to about the
marking will ensure that passengers with bicycles join theaverage level for the whole of our fleet, which is good news.
train at the appropriate carriage. A concessional fare islowever, these faults are often more serious and result in the
charged by TransAdelaide for the taking of a bicycle on thevehicle being towed back to the depot, and that is not good.
rail system at present. The peak fare is $1.30, and 80¢ duriry herculean effort by maintenance staff at Morphettville
the inter-peak. As we stated in our policy, | am aware thatlepot has also increased continued significantly in faults and
interstate, on country rail lines in particular from Melbourne,resulting inconvenience to our customers. MAN Automotive
Victoria, people can take their bikes free of charge in interhas now commenced a new modification program on each
peak periods. In relation to bicycle racks on busespus which includes the following: first, fitting of an upgraded
TransAdelaide has received a bicycle rack based on thderion gas control valve; secondly, the fitting of an upgraded
design of those currently used across many States in tlgas regulator; and, thirdly, a replacement engine control
United States of America. The rack has been fitted on a busomputer. Everybody in TransAdelaide—and | certainly
at one of TransAdelaide’'s depots, and a trial is currentlyshare the same view—are hopeful this work will reduce
being undertaken to assess its viability. The cost of fittindurther both the number and the severity of the gas bus
such racks to all TransAdelaide’s bus fleet is estimated to bgroblems.
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Mr VENNING: Has the Minister any news in relation to has on women employees and passengers is the fact that, as
new 3000 series railcars? When will we get them and howpart of a national project that is being developed by the Office
many? of the Status of Women, all Ministers for the Office of Status

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The number of railcars of Women—not all of whom are women: in Tasmania, a man
delivered to TransAdelaide as at 21 April 1995—and that i$s Minister—are keen to see progress on a project called
the latest delivery we received—is 32, of the 50 railcarWWomen as customers’, and to look at organisations from that
contract. The last railcar of the contract is scheduled fobasis.
delivery in October 1996. The anticipated cost of the railcar It is apparent from the preliminary work that has been
project is expected to be about $126 million. This anticipatedlone at the national level that TransAdelaide is more
cost is well under initial estimates. It certainly is, because bdvanced than any public service agency in Australia in the
remember asking questions about the very high initialvay in which it is looking at women customers, and | think
estimates for this program. | am not too sure to whom wehat is a tremendous compliment to TransAdelaide and those
should attribute the success; perhaps it is even the changevrno are driving this program. We have learnt a lot about what
the dollar or interest rates. our women customers want, and even if there may not be real

Mr VENNING: | ask a supplementary question. Thesesecurity fears at night many women will not use public
new railcars will be diesel-electric. Has any consideratiortransport at night because they have to alight some distance
been given to gas powered railcars? from their home and they are afraid of being followed or

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | understand that tests have simply do not like the environment at a railway station. So,
been done with gas powered railcars interstate, but as we afghting is critical. Security cameras deter trouble at stations.
having enough problems with buses at the moment | thin@his year, progressively through a sponsorship program, we
someone else can do that if they wish—it will not be us.  will introduce telephones on buses and trains so that passen-

gers can call their family, a friend or a taxi to meet them at
Membership: their destination. Those are just some of the things that are

Mr Caudell substituted for Mr Rossi. being developed by TransAdelaide as a result of feedback

from women customers. Passenger service attendants have

Mrs PENFOLD: | refer to page 320 of the Program been endorsed 100 per cent by women customers as a good
Estimates regarding customer awareness. What isitiative—they would like to have them on every train, but
TransAdelaide’s strategy in relation to women for 1995-967hat is not practicable at this time.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: TransAdelaide is spendinga  Mr ATKINSON: The Minister will recall that, before
lot of time analysing its customer base as it becomes @974 when the then Labor Government nationalised metro-
‘customer first’ organisation. It is apparent that the vaspolitan bus services, private bus services tended to operate
majority (64 per cent) of our passengers are women; therdrom a suburb to the central business district and then return
fore, we need to spend more time on addressing their specifio the suburb it started from. Now that we are to have private
needs, as indeed we seek to address the needs of all aontractors—that is, people other than TransAdelaide
passengers. Having identified our passenger base, providing public transport—will there be a need for extra
November 1994 TransAdelaide hosted one of the firsbuses in TransAdelaide to maintain through running, that is,
conferences in Australia to look at women and publicbuses travelling from one side of the city to the other, because
transport as part of its contribution to the Women'’s Suffragesurely it would be more efficient for a bus to go from a
Centenary Year. This inaugural conference addressed masyburb on one side of the city to the CBD and then to a
controversial issues relating to women and public transpoguburb on the other side of the city, as TransAdelaide and its
and set the scene for a conference that will be held later thisredecessor, the State Transport Authority, arranged its
year, which all members of Parliament are invited to attendbuses?

Issues that affect women as employees and users were The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | understand the honourable
debated, and there was a general call for transport authoritiesember’s concern. We have had recent discussions with the
to develop programs for both groups. TransAdelaide haBTB in contracting terms. As | indicated earlier, in terms of
since developed a women’s network program, which providethe schedule of contracts, a number of single line operations
forums for discussions on issues such as stress managememi| be contracted out. For example, TL3 and TL10 will be
personal safety and career path planning. TransAdelaide hasntracted out exactly for that reason, as will the circle line.
committed itself to convening women on the move. A secondn terms of the north-east and the inner north-east, initially
national conference to debate the issues that affect womeniirwas thought they would be contracted out at separate times.
public transport will be held in October at the Adelaide TownThey will probably be contracted out together with some
Hall. Whilst TransAdelaide will host the event, it is actively regions to the west just for that purpose. That is why tender
seeking major sponsorship investment to support theall three will involve inner north and inner south at the same
conference. This will help to ensure that the conference iime and we will be calling them in March 1996, for the
cost neutral, and that is important if we are to get manyeasons that the honourable member outlines. Even so, it may
customers to attend, because generally women are nlaad to more buses. It may not necessarily be TransAdelaide
amongst the wealthiest in the community. They are certainlfpuses. | would hope that there will be cause for more buses,
not if they are dependent on public transport rather than travearticularly minibuses and the like, arising from innovations
on it by choice. that will come from the competitive tendering process.

TransAdelaide’s investment in this conference will be  Mr ATKINSON: When the Liberal Party first announced
$10 000 to $12 000, and the Office of the Status of Womerthe tendering out of bus routes there was an expectation
will help as will the Flinders Institute of Public Policy and among many small private operators that they could have a
Management. The Australian newspapers have also indicatstiare of the action. As | understand it, although these private
that they are prepared to help with a national feature. Whaiperators can lease buses from the Department of Transport,
is even more interesting than the focus that TransAdelaidthey will need a minimum of 70 buses to do the kind of work
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that TransAdelaide is tendering out. At one time the Ministeipiece of white paper over the dial for years. Now it has a sign

had expressed the hope that former employees of the ST#at says ‘Out of order’.

or TransAdelaide, would form companies to tender for Mr ATKINSON: Irise on a point of order, Mr Chairman.

contracts, as stated in her party strategy document of 1998thought we were moving to arts at 5.15.

Bearing in mind the large size of the contracts being offered, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is a heritage clock.

what is the Minister's expectation in this matter? Mr CAUDELL: | can understand that the sign on it
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The next contract in terms of saying ‘Out of order’ might have been very relevant to the

tender call two will be some of the single line operations, forGovernment prior to 1993, but it is not relevant to the current

example, TL3, TL10 and the 560 bus service. That meansituation. What is being done to bring that clock back into

there is a package of 25 buses. Later we will see, in terms @frder?

Le Fevre Peninsula, 10 buses; 18 buses for the circle line; and The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, | will personally under-

10 buses at the Port, Marino area. Because of the size of tii@ke, as a special favour to the Chairman, to investigate the

area and the number of buses it is quite reasonable, in nyatter and see that this clock is brought back to order within

view, for a group to club together, whether they are exeasonable time and within reasonable budget.

employees of TransAdelaide or any other bus operation. They The CHAIRMAN: The agreed time was 5.15 p.m. to deal

may also decide, because that is the size of the bus fleet nomith the proposed payments, TransAdelaide $33 212 000.

serving that area, that they may not wish to operate all th&here being no further questions, | declare the examination

services by the current size bus. They may decide that in thef the vote completed.

evenings minibuses, or even taxis, would be a good idea or

a bigger organisation may subcontract out some part of its

contract or, if not contract it out, do it in a partnership, for

example, having someone else responsible for that partin the

evening or the interpeak services and those sorts of things.

There always have been and still are a variety of configura- Arts and Cultural Development, $61 066 000

tions or options and | hope there always will be a variety of )
interest. Membership:

Mr ATKINSON: Itis reported in the financial statement Mr Brindal SUbSt'tUted for Ms Per)fold.
that TransAdelaide will retain ownership of a fleet of about Mr Wade substituted for Mr Venning.
300 buses and that it will initially have a requirement to lease  Mr Rann substituted for Mr Atkinson.
400 buses from the Department of Transport. Does this
indicate that TransAdelaide is expected to win less than half
of the tendered services and, if not, why has the 300, 400 split
in ownership of buses been devised?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is not related at all to
whether or not TransAdelaide wins services. It is importanF~n
that TransAdelaide did not maintain ownership of all these

buses because then, if it was to lease them out to other the cHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments open
operators, that would not have been reasonable in a compef; examination. Minister, do you wish to make an opening
tive sense. For instance, NR was charging other Servic&atement?

providers wanting to use its system or its l0COMOtVeS  tpe Hon Diana Laidlaw: Thank you, Sir. Before | start,
exorbitant ra'fshThe majority of busesl—somehof ther|r|1 NeW.\ould like to inform the committee that Miss Carol Treloar,
but none with the compressed natural gas—have all 90NGjrector of Arts Development, is in hospital with a bad back.
across to the Department of Transport. TransAdelaide ha§ihanwise. she would be here with us today.

Igept, a_sEhthe_ n&emberhfor Spencle ft;as i?'ii/licgted, some l?OO The Arts and Cultural Development budget for 1995-96
uses. Thatis due to the personal effort of Mr Benger initiallyafiacis the high priority this Government places on maintain-

to make sure that TransAdelaide had some equity as gy south Australia's reputation for quality artistic and
organisation. cultural activities which also contribute significantly to the

Therefore, in looking at this whole issue the Assetstate’s economic development. This is demonstrated by
Transfer Steering Committee, which was delegated with thg,orid-class events such as the Festival of Arts, Fringe,
responsibility of proposing the future of these assets, toolyOMAD and Barossa Music Festival, all of which play a
into account three important Government policy principlesimajor role in this State’s cultural tourism.
first, the value of the assets that must be maintained at the Recurrent grants to arts organisations will be increased in
highest level possible; secondly, that assets such as buses ar@5.96. A major component of this is an additional
bus depots must be available to new entrants to the publigy million for the 1996 Adelaide Festival, which will now
transport market in order to increase contestability; andsave a major contribution from the Government amounting
thirdly, TransAdelaide should be established with an assetg $3.5 million. Pending the outcome of Mr Peter Alexander’s
structure that is similar to its pOtentiaI Competitors. Thatis tthport on possib|e models and the de"very of opera and
rationale. There was no speculation on anybody's part. ljrchestral services, an amount of $200 000 has been allocated
Mr Benger and TransAdelaide have their way they plan tQowards the restructuring of orchestral services, with a further
win every tender and they would wish to own every bus. So100 000 advanced to State Opera for preliminary work
itis not a speculation about how much TransAdelaide mayssociated with the staging of Wagner's masterpigee
or may not win. Ring des Nibelungerlso known ahe Ringin 1998. An

Mr CAUDELL: In relation to the Adelaide Railway additional amount of $200 000 has been set aside to ensure
Station clock’s western face on North Terrace, it has had ¢hat the 1996 Fringe is not disadvantaged by the loss of the

Departmental Advisers:
Winnie Pelz, Chief Executive Officer.
Debra Contala, Director, Planning and Resources.
Gerrie King, Manager, Financial Services.
Jeff Bettcher, Manager, Program Services, Arts Develop-
ent.
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StarClub venue due to new work at the University of SoutiMuseum, because the History Trust is so important in our
Australia. cultural development.

The budget for 1995-96 includes $6.1 million for the | was also pleased to assist, with the EDA, the South
completion of major extensions to the Art Gallery of SouthAustralian Film Corporation and to work in conjunction with
Australia, stages 1, 2 and 3. These extensions, which withe former Minister for the Arts (Hon. Anne Levy) to show
double the exhibition space of the gallery, will be opened inthe importance of the arts to tourism in this State and to our
time for the 1996 Festival. An additional sum of $554 000economic development.
has been provided for staff and operating costs associated The Minister mentioned the Barossa Music Festival,
with the larger gallery. Capital funds will also be provided towhich is an outstanding achievement and which is growing
complete feasibility and design work for a major redevelop4n stature internationally. We also have organisations such as
ment of the South Australian Museum—the National Ga"emhe Mery] Tankard Dance Theatre' which has a huge reputa_
of Aboriginal Cultures. This development will provide a tion on virtually every continent, and smaller organisations
showcase for South Australia’s significant collection ofsych as the Unley Youth Theatre, of which | am a board
Aboriginal cultural material, and this project will become onemember and which I think is the pre-eminent youth theatre
of the State’s most important cultural tourism attractions. jn Australia.

Also in accord with the 1994 task force report, further  ith Tandanya, the Aboriginal Cultural Institute, which
work will be undertaken to develop the contemporary muSigeeds to be constantly reinforced to become an outstanding
industry, raise the profile of South Australian crafts in thejiying symbol of a range of activities, including performing
international arena, establish new literature awards angrts '| certainly concur that a great deal has been achieved
promote innovative new programming. In that regard, | amyyer the years.
particularly keen to see new work in the performing arts. The 114 Festival Fringe has come into its own over the past

budget includes funding of $830 OOQ from the Economicfew years to reach a pre-eminence in world terms with respect
Development Program for the promotion of South Australigq, \yhat js offered during that event. The Minister may wish
as a production location for the South Australian Filmy, taye this on notice, because | should like to know what

Corporation. This demonstrates the strong alliance which thg,.ngements the Government has made to assist the Festival

antsh das gg\;]e!opeld Wit?l the I(quonomic [t))evel;)prﬂent AUthoriz e Fringe if they exceed their budgets. | should also like
ty and which Is also reflected in a number of other cooperag, \jinjster to report to the Committee in writing or verbally
tive projects. on the progress of the temporary re-siting of the 1996 Fringe.

Meanwhil new six-year | reement h r . S
ca €, anew six-year lease agreement has secured However, areas of concern where | think that bipartisan-

mgugfn(ijr?rslgﬁgXas?rsaﬁabfr?;%rotgr?t r;%'{gg%%%%fgglzlgﬁip certainly is not currently enjoyed relate to community
ryin o o Qadio and Old Parliament House. This year the Minister cut
been provided as a contribution to South Australia’s bid to th%ll community radio grants from her budget—all of the

Commonwealth Government for a cooperative multimedi ; : .
. . . - 32 000 which they received previously—and now, after a
centre to be established here in Adelaide. The eStab“ShmeéElrong campaign by the South Australian Community

of these centres was announced in the Federal Governme Foadcasters Association and by individual community radio

Criﬁgig‘ﬁt:g%iﬁfggﬁg | have iust outlined have beenstations, she seems to have done a partial backflip. However,
J it is clear that the Government’s agenda is merely a stay of

funded in a climate which has demanded that the art: ; . - . . .
contribute to the Government'’s debt reduction strategy. Foi?x?;\:/utlon \;Vlthka savaae tmaullr:lg d((ajl_lve:e(tj_ n tr]:e n ter_m:.h
the most part, the savings will be achieved with a minimal,_ _ '€ Wantto knowwhatare th€ racio stations tacing in the

impact on grants allocations and services. Savings of $1.425tUre because itis quite clear that the message on the steps
miﬁion hage been made primarily through regucti(?n in© Parliament today from the Minister is that this is the thin

central office costs, restructuring of State History Centré?d9€ Of the wedge; they have been served notice. | understand
outreach services, improved commercial returns of théhatthe Minister has said that she does not regard community

Adelaide Festival Centre Trust, and ceasing some grants f&?'olgs aboz? fldea&fo,(/lm,.e;/en thg;?r; I ﬁm ad\?dsed tthat
areas that are not deemed under the Arts and Cultur@Y +9monins ago the Minister said that she would continué

Development Task Force report to be priority areas at thil® fund tth(; Sector. Furtherr;o(;et,)l ztarr]n ac(:jwsed thtat g‘eltcunl;
time. Despite these requirements, the budget for the arts i avelno ettanA:jeqomm%n e 'tty e h_ohmmum_é/ ultura
for the reasons that | have outlined, extremely positive. Mo evelopmen visory Lommitiee, which provides peer

areas of the arts have had their budgets maintained group assessment of such applications. .
boosted. | also understand that, in terms of the Minister’'s concerns

I thank Winnie Pelz and all officers in the Department for@20ut community radio not beingkzna fideart form and
the Arts and Cultural Development for their care andthat the money previously was being used mainly for
professionalism in dealing with the Arts budget issues at thi§quipment and salaries, she expressed this concern despite the
time and for our relative success compared with some othdgCt that applicants had been advised by departmental officers
agencies in terms of budget negotiations and the generfd SPecify equipmentand such needs in their applications for
maintenance of our budgets. fur_1d|ng. In the Estimates Committee last year the Minister
The CHAIRMAN: Does the Leader of the Opposition S&id:
have an opening statement? You can have all the big companies you like, but they can easily
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Yes. Over the years we have fallinto a comfort zone unless you have the pressure, innovation and
tried to have a bipartisan attitude towards the arts, usuall§citement coming from below.
successfully but not always so. | concur that we have ahwant to ask the Minister a number of questions relating to
outstanding international Arts Festival. As Minister for this. Is this the beginning of the abolition of peer group
Tourism, | was pleased to put in money to help secure angdssessment as a principle in arts funding?
underwrite WOMAD and also to give $1 million to the Motor ~ Mr Brindal interjecting:
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The Hon. M.D. RANN: One of the members from the their purpose and what was reflected in their applications for
Government side says that it is, so perhaps the Minister caarts funding. And that was the basis for the decision to cease

concur? general purpose arts grants for equipment purposes.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am surprised at the question, ~ When | learnt that there had been an acceptance—not a
because it has no relevance to the explanation. stipulation, as some have suggested—by the department of
The Hon. M.D. RANN: | think it does. the practice of community radio stations directing funding

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Perhaps you can put it together applications for equipment purposes | was prepared to
and show me how. consider the basis of my earlier decision to cease funding for

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Haven't you had a smoke or 1996 and to provide a different basis for funding, which is the
something? Do you want to be offensive from the start oarts program basis, and that reflects the Government’s
shall we get stuck in right now? directions in art funding. | cannot stress enough that | am not

The CHAIRMAN: Order! asking any more of community radio than | am asking for any

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | asked whether this is the other organisation inthe broad arts sector that seeks to apply
beginning of the abolition of peer group assessment in termigr general arts grants. They must be for arts related purposes.

of arts. _ _ The Hon. M.D. RANN: What is missing is a bit of
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No. support from Government members. By way of supplemen-
The Hon. M.D. RANN: If the answer is ‘No’, why did  tary, | should state that the Minister has also stated that her

you not say so? original decision to abolish community radio funding was
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | didn’t know— because community television was not being funded. On such

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Come on—the less we have to reasoning, the Minister could abolish funding for the State
say. So the answer is “No.” All right, we will go on to the next Opera because Co-Opera was not funded, or cut Mainstreet
question. As about 3 000 people are involved in providingrheatre and Doppio Teatro because the Adelaide Repertory
community radio across the State and it has an audience glompany was not funded. | am not suggesting that that
about 400 000 people, how can the Minister say thashould occur but, after using the same logic as the Minister,
community radio does not have a community developmengne can see that her decision has no credibility at all.

role as well as not beinglaona fideart form? | understand that earlier today the Minister was unable to
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have never said either. report to the committee what was the cost of establishing the
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Did you tell the group 10 months 5o broadcasts on the benefits of the Southern Expressway,

ago that you would continue funding the sector? something that the Minister is very eager to fund with its

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Thatis right, and in my letter - paty political messages. However, she was able to report that
to the groups | indicated that, while we would not bene consultants engaged had walked out of employment in the
continuing to fund in terms of the general purpose paymentgyemier’s office and into the consultancy. Can the Minister
for community radio, they could certainly continue to apply confirm that the cost of that propaganda exercise exceeded
for equipment under the Community Facilities Developmentne amount cut from the community radio grants?

Program. So community radio has never been cut out of arts The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have been accused of using

funding; they were free to apply for equipment. no logic. I find it difficult to follow the logic or the rationale
The commitment made 10 months ago was given beforsf the Leader.

the arts budget and all other budgets had to look again at their . .
outlays arising from interest rate pressures on the gener )‘/I;)hue7Hon. M.D. RANN: Do you want me to spell it out
budget and also wage pressures. So, reluctantly | had ’ . . )

reconsider my statement made 10 months ago, but | did not Tgl'e ﬂon.hD?n%Lglglawbl ?{Q not tr?o sure v;/rr]letherth?
cut public radio out of the arts budget altogether. They Wer%‘ea ernas had a bad day, but through every other area, irom

- : . : r Atkinson, Mr De Laine and Ms Geraghty, we have had
still able to apply if they wished for equipment grants unde a very accommodating day, In terms of starting, you asked

another line. :
to start at 5.15 p.m. You asked me last night to change the

However, | do not consider that we should be fundin I d said that Id d the off
equipment under the line of general purpose payments to a Ol€ program and said that you would commend the officers
or changing the times and accommodating—

organisations. If they wish to apply for arts related program Lo e
for new work in music, new work in literature, new work in The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
poetry or writing of plays, work by current or established ~The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Leader has asked the
artists or work that has been around for a long time, theyuestion.
should apply for arts funding for related projects under grants The Hon. Diana Laidlaw:—Your personal relations. My
to the arts line. That is what every other arts organisation thafficers and | have been pleased to do so. | hope that
applies for funds must do and | have no less expectation ofherever he goes tonight he is in a better mood than he is
community radio. before this Committee, although | guess he will not make
To put a little bit of perspective into this, from what has much positive impact, so he might as well go, anyway; he
occurred one would think that the decision to ask communityvill only help the Government.
arts—if they are arts organisations—to work on the same In terms of the Party political messages, the consultancy
basis as all other arts organisations in seeking funds through relation to radio station FM88 was a consultancy let by the
the arts for arts related purposes presented them with department, having considered other expressions of interest
challenge that was impossible to meet; yet the argument th&t run that program. It was a part of a package to sell an
all the community radio stations have presented to me in thimitiative which this Government promised and was able to
past few weeks is the one that | have always supportegirovide within the first year of Government. Mr Rann is
However, when they applied for funds they never applied foprobably upset because he was around for a long time
that purpose: they applied for equipment purposes. So thesalvising the former Government, which kept on promising
is a contradiction between what publicly was being stated alsut could never deliver. | am not surprised that he is upset
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and uptight. | am not sure what was the point of the rest of thelifficult year. A lot of credit goes to the Minister and her

guestion. officers for what is happening in the arts in South Australia
The Hon. M.D. RANN: | want to know, by way of because there is a refocussing. Unless that be thought to be
supplementary question— partisan and not bipartisan, | draw the Minister’s attention to

Mr BRINDAL: On a point of order, the examination of the comments of the Hon. Don Dunstan in the |lateistlaide
payments and receipts under the Department of Transport hBeviewHe is hardly a noted Liberal supporter, but said ‘Give
been completed and | would like to know whether, in askingcredit where credit is due’ and congratulated the Minister on
guestions on the arts, there is any relevance or it is proper ttome of what she was doing in the arts portfolio.
ask questions which pertain to the Department of Transport. My first question is about Liberal Party policy, since the

The CHAIRMAN: | took it that it is being used as an Liberal Party is now in Government. The arts policy stated
example. We are dealing with community radio, and that wathat a Liberal Government would streamline the department’s
given as an example. The Minister is quite capable obureaucratic infrastructure. The Minister, prior to the
handling and answering the question from that viewpoint. Weelection, was most concerned that too much arts money was
like to stick to the budget before us, but | believe it was argoing out of an arts budget and being spent on bureaucrats.
example. What action has been taken to implement this commitment?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There is no direct comparison. | refer to the line on support services at page 336 of the
| thank the member for Unley for his interest in this matter.Program Estimates.

FM88 is a radio signal. The Leader of the Opposition is The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There had been a general view
getting signals muddled up with stations. There is ndn the arts industry for some time, but increasingly during the
comparison. latter years of the Labor Government, that the bureaucracy

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | will put it on notice separately. in the Arts Department had become top heavy, so it was not
What is the cost of the radio station for the Southern Expresgtist the manner in which decisions were being made and the
way and can we compare that to the cost of the cuts? pulling to itself of power within the arts community but also

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Itis not a radio station, itisa the sheer number of people within the Department for the
radio signal. We were licensed— Arts and Cultural Heritage, as it was at that stage. | remember

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: Len Amadio at his farewell recently at Edmund Wright

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is not being smart. We are  House making public and private comment to the department
licensed for a signal and have said it is a signal. If it is aregarding its growth in size and influence in the arts sector
station its reach would have been much wider than jusbver a period. He was the first director and had not liked
O’Halloran Hill, to which it is confined. those trends for some time. It is not something the Liberal

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Radio DDD is among radio Government supported. It is a credit to the administrators
stations that will be hit hard by cuts to their grants. Radiowithin the department today that they have looked very
DDD plays about 40 per cent South Australian producedritically at the role and function in relation to the whole arts
music and plays a vital role in assisting and merging contemeommunity, their reason for being and their future area for
porary music artists who do not get a look in on commerciakffort. Within the department over the past year in the central
radio. | assume that the Minister followed the advice of heioffice alone 10 positions have gone, representing a 20 per
consultant, Mr John Schumann, on contemporary music inent reduction.
making her decision to remove their grant, but if not what The total savings from the Central Office budget over the
was her consultant’'s advice? past two financial years alone amounts to $350 000. In

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The range of grants that had 1994-95, there will be savings of a further $175 000. In
been approved in the past ranged from $5 000 to $13 000 fdr995-96, there is a combination of salaries and general
Radio 5UV, which was the highest. The Communityoperating costs. The Central Office has certainly made a
Association, which we are continuing to fund, is $21 500.strong contribution to the challenge that we have all faced in
They are grants essentially used for equipment purposestdérms of maximising dollars in certain activities which have
announced yesterday that $100 000 will be provided for artdseen deemed to be important for the future position of the
related purposes. If DDD wish to apply for funding under thatState and for the quality of the artistic product. There has
line—and | am aware that they are strong supporters of Southeen a 20 per cent reduction.

Australian music—I suspect they would be eligible if its  We have eliminated duplication and we have streamlined
application is judged to be such. finances and the area of general grants administration.

The Hon. M.D. RANN: As a supplementary question, Information technology support has been contracted out. A
would you be prepared to release Mr Schumann’s advice atrategic planning and industry development unit has been

will we seek it on FOI? established from existing staff with officers reassigned to
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | did not seek it. focus on initiatives which will assist the arts and the cultural
The Hon. M.D. RANN: So you would be happy for usto industry in the State to develop sustainable activities and

seek it on FOI? contribute to the social and economic development of the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | did not seek advice. State.

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | understood that he did give you Project staff in the department are focusing on industrial
advice. development and they are enjoying the new challenges
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: He has not received advice provided to extend their expertise and to work with the
before the decision was made. industry with a much broader focus than they were encour-

Mr BRINDAL: |endorse the remarks of the Leader of theaged to do in the past. | was pleased to see that happen on a
Opposition. The arts has always had something of a bipartpersonal level, and for the officers concerned, and | was
san approach in the Parliament, but | have been asked @eased at the response received within the community.
behalf of the backbenchers of the Liberal Party to congratu- Mr BRINDAL: Just to be sure | understand it, does that
late the Minister on what is an excellent arts budget in anean that you and the officers in your department have
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already effectively achieved savings of more than $500 000onsiderable concern notwithstanding the fact that, artistical-
which now are not going into administration, but directly into ly, both organisations have been doing well so far.

arts and arts organisations? Mr BRINDAL: They have both been starved because of
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is right. the State organisations.
Mr BRINDAL: That is very good. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: In part, but they have been

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The honourable member is starved from State funds. However, it is also interesting to
better at selling the achievements of the department thanrlote the hypocrisy of the Federal Government in funding
am. opera. For example, when the Australian Opera or the

Mr CAUDELL: | have a question for the Minister in Australian Ballet come to Adelaide, the Adelaide Symphony
relation to the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra with regard t@rchestra is required to perform and we pay. However, they
Program Estimates, page 328. The Minister recently receivegave their own orchestras which are funded by the Federal
a petition of more than 12 000 signatures supporting th&overnment when they play in other States—

Adelaide Symphony Orchestra seeking increased South Mr Brindal: The Prime Minister is not a member of the
Australian funding in the next financial year. | presented thaydney Opera is he?

petition to the House of Assembly on the Minister's behalf.  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am not sure whether he is a
What funding does the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra receMgiember or not, but it has made it very difficult for the
from the State Government? Will any additional funding beadelaide Symphony Orchestra to perform not only for State
provided next year? . Opera but for other operas when they come here, and to

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The State Government gives perform for the ballet and also to undertake their own
$490 000 annually to the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra orogram of works. With a small number of people, they have
which $240 000 is specifically dedicated to the purchase dheen working extraordinarily hard. Workers compensation is
services by the State Opera of South Australia for its seasosreal issue for violinists and others. The orchestra has been
of operas in Adelaide. It has been a source of agitation angnder considerable pressure. Notwithstanding that pressure,

upset for some years among Friends of the Adelaide Symphgtandards have remained particularly high to date.
ny Orchestra, musicians and the wider community interested

in music in South Australia that the Adelaide Symphony [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]
Orchestra has seemed to be under-funded. It is certainly
under-resourced in terms of players. We have 54 musicians
which is well undersize for the kind of symphony orchestra Membership:
that one would wish for a city of Adelaide’s status. Ms Stevens substituted for the Hon. M.D. Rann.
The State Government has been under pressure for some
years. Labor did not respond. The situation came to a head The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Venning): The
with the Prime Minister’s cultural Creative Nation statementMinister for the Arts.
which placed the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra in some The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | was talking about some of
jeopardy as it is one of the smaller Australian orchestraghe results that have been reached by Peter Alexander in his
However, that issue has essentially now been resolved. Witiesearch in relation to the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra and
the recent decision to establish the Sydney Symphon$tate Opera. | indicated that he had highlighted that both had
Orchestra as a subsidiary company of the ABC, funded by theeen experiencing difficulties for several years and, while
Commonwealth through the Major Organisations Board ofnanaging to maintain high artistic and professional standards,
the Australian Council, the funding for ABC symphony there is reason to have some concern about managing both
orchestras has now been assured until 1997. However, forcmmpanies in the future. He pointed out that there are few, if
period, the uncertainty led to the petition to which theany, models for a merged delivery of the services in Australia
honourable member referred and in the Arts Department, ibut highlighted that there are successful models overseas for
the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra, the State Opera and in nthe delivery of opera and orchestral services. He said such
office, it led us all to believe that the issue had come to a heaghodels are common in Europe, in Florence in particular, and
and we had to consider seriously what the State could do. it Northern England and Scotland. He highlighted that
we were able to find additional funds, should we allocateadvantages with respect to such models include the quality
them without conditions or should we consider how to modebf artistic product, both in music and ballet and/or opera,
the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra and the State Opera ipecause of the close associations and relationships between
such a way that we could attract more musicians into thartists and their participation in substantial programs.
orchestra and find a way to ensure that both organisations There are advantages for the quality of opportunities for
were structurally and artistically sound and excelling formusicians because they are working closely with opera
many years to come? interests, which are a part of the same company. There is also
Mr Peter Alexander, who used to head the Arts Financgreater effectiveness in the management of such organisa-
Committee, agreed to undertake a consultancy to considépns, particularly in sales, marketing, personnel and financial
models for future funding of the Adelaide Symphony management. While initially overall economies may not be
Orchestra and the State Opera from a State perspectivelarge, Mr Alexander said that overseas experience indicates
received his report a few weeks ago and | would like tothat, because of the larger critical mass of the merged
outline some of Mr Alexander’s findings because they ar@rganisation and its range of interests and contacts locally,
relevant to the funding decisions that we have made. Heationally and internationally, it has the opportunity to
found that the State Opera of South Australia and thgenerate more significant sponsorship and also greater
Adelaide Symphony Orchestra have been experiencingupport from the community. Most merged models are well
operating difficulties for several years and, while managingplaced to undertake major events. Mr Alexander’s conclusion
to maintain high artistic and professional standards, theuggests that such models could be feasible in relation to
operating viability of both organisations is a matter ofopera and orchestral services in South Australia and that
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improved opportunities could exist for the State Opera an@nd he makes that point very strongly in his initial report. On
the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra to work together, particuthat basis, in this climate and with the encouragement of the
larly in relation to major events of common interest. Department for the Arts and Cultural Development, the
A single organisation could also create opportunities folGovernment is prepared to help both opera and the Adelaide
flexibility in the annual opera and orchestral program, as iSymphony Orchestra to grow and not just survive.
the case in many European cities. Mr Alexander has identi- Mr CAUDELL: As a supplementary question: what
fied a range of options for models and corporate structurgsrogress has been made on the concert hall feasibility study
and has given his findings on this first stage. Therefore, that is being undertaken by the Adelaide Symphony Orches-
have engaged him to undertake further research. The terrtr&?
of reference for his work—and he will complete this by  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The proposal for a feasibility
July 1995—are as follows: study for a concert hall that might boost the artistic and
1. tofurther investigate and develop a possible organisaeconomic performance of the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra
tional structure for the joint delivery of opera and orchestrabrose from a report in August 1994 by the Arts and Cultural
services in South Australia, arising from the options propose®evelopment Task Force. The task force supported the
by phase 1 of the consultant’s study and in the context ofdelaide Symphony Orchestra in its quest to build audiences,
current directions at the Commonwealth level and in othebut believed that a proper assessment of market requirements
States; and alternative venues should be undertaken before any
2. to identify and analyse the key policy factors and anycapital project would be considered. A steering committee
obstacles pertaining to possible future models which wouldvas then established by the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra
require formal discussion and negotiation with the boards ofo conduct a pre-feasibility exercise.
current orchestra and opera services, the Australian Broad- The steering committee includes representation from the
casting Corporation, the Federal Government and the Soufbepartment for the Arts and Cultural Development. Follow-
Australian Government, including the corporate structureing a thorough tendering process, a consultancy firm (Ernst
accountability (both formal and local), ownership, board andand Young) was engaged on behalf of a consortium of firms,
equity structure, funding processes and industrial issues; including McGregor Marketing Pty Ltd, Bassets Pty Ltd and
3. to develop possible terms and conditions for considerreenway International Pty Ltd. All have been engaged to
ation as the basis for negotiations; and undertake a vigorous assessment of actual versus projected
4. in doing so, to consult with parties including the boarddemand for a concert hall, its potential usage throughout the
and management of the Australian Broadcasting Corporatiolyear and the commercial viability of such a project. The
the board and management of the State Opera of Soutssessments will also explore the use and conversion of
Australia, the foundation and management of the Adelaidexisting venues. The work is hearing completion, and a report
Symphony Orchestra and other relevant individuals ands anticipated to be available for the Adelaide Symphony
organisations. Orchestra and the Government by the end of July 1995. It
Pending the outcome of Mr Alexander’s further report andwould be premature at this stage to comment ahead of the
my discussions with the Federal Minister, as | indicatedindings of the study. | would say, however, that any concert
earlier provision has been made in the State budget for amall, even if it were found to be a viable business proposition,
additional $200 000 to be allocated in 1995-96 towards thenay well be some time off, but stage one of a feasibility
restructuring of orchestral services. This sum would presergtudy to gauge demand is a very important start in looking at
a substantial 41 per cent increase in State funds for thinis matter, and we are, of course, following up the recom-
Adelaide Symphony Orchestra and provide a welcomenendations of the Arts and Cultural Development Task
increase in funds after years of representation by the Adelaideorce. The Department for the Arts and Cultural Develop-
Symphony Orchestra and supporters of orchestral music iment has contributed $15 000 to this study.
general. In my view, it is also important that the State takes Mr CAUDELL: As a further supplementary question: is
the initiative in this area. We should not be just sitting backany possible site highlighted at this stage?
waiting for the Federal Government to determine the fate of The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am not aware of that. | have
the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra when it suits the Federalot received the report and | will not receive it until July, but
Government. Itis far too important for Adelaide as a whole,| understand that the committee is looking at new sites.
as well as its contribution to the arts. Mr Alexander will However, as | indicated, it is exploring the use or conversion
continue to work with a reference team, made up of thef existing venues.
representatives of the board of State Opera of South MrBRINDAL: There are some nice venues in Unley.
Australia, the foundation of the Adelaide Symphony Orches- The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | encourage the honourable
tra and the Department for the Arts and Cultural Developmember to make contact with the Adelaide Symphony
ment. Meanwhile, | will be canvassing Mr Alexander’s initial Orchestra and propose any sites. It would welcome such
findings with the Federal Minister for Communications andinterest.
the Arts, Hon. Michael Lee. Mr WADE: | refer to page 118 of the Estimates of
Finally, | remind members of the statement by the PremieReceipts and Payments. Will the Minister explain why funds
of 19 May that in 1998 State Opera, the Adelaide Symphonyave been cut to some organisations when the total depart-
Orchestra and Australian Major Events will collaborate tomental application of funds for recurrent payments has been
stage Richard Wagnerdhe Ringcycle, at a cost of increased by $3.967 million?
$6.4 million. Itis this form of major event that Mr Alexander ~ The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The arts budget is complicated
said would benefit considerably from a single organisatiorthis year, because there has been a lot of change within
representing the State’s interests. | am inclined to support thaudget lines in the light of the recommendations of the Arts
view. Overall, Mr Alexander advocates change in theand Cultural Development Task Force and Government
interests of maintaining a significant local opera orchestrabolicy, in some instances. As | said in my opening statement,
resource that has the potential to grow, not just to survivel, am pleased that funding has been maintained. | think that
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it is great news for the arts and a credit to the status of the arts Ms STEVENS: In relation to the Program Estimates, page
in South Australia that the Government is prepared to mak&33, the Minister announced on 11 May that Old Parliament
that decision at this time. Not all portfolios receive suchHouse Museum is to close on 30 June, a few days away. This
reasonable treatment or earn such kudos. | say ‘reasonalaet of cultural vandalism has been denounced by many
treatment’; other Ministers would say ‘generous treatment’prominent citizens and even described by Muvertiseras
Additional appropriation has been provided in terms of ara bad decision and the destruction of an admirable institution.
increase in funding of $1 million to the 1996 Adelaide The Advertiserdescribed the Minister as ‘the Minister for
Festival, which will make the Government’s total contribu- closing things’ and as ‘the museum crusher’. Never before
tion $3.5 million. Additional recurrent funds of about has a South Australian Government closed a major museum,
$600 000 have been provided in relation to the extension afne with a proven record as a tourist attraction and a major
the Art Gallery and the recurrent funds that we need teducational resource used by 250 000 South Australian
engage people from about October prior to the opening ischool children and one million people altogether since it was
February. A further contribution has been made to thepened. To say the space is needed by Parliament is laugh-
Adelaide Fringe, because a decision by the formenble. We allknow itis not. Itis the parliamentary committees
Government in terms of the University of South Australiawhich are supposed to use the building and they are currently
meant that the Fringe lost much of its space, which igerfectly well housed in the Riverside Building, where a lot
important to it to enable it to stage successful Fringe activiof money has been spent making their accommodation
ties. So the Fringe as an incorporated organisation is workinguitable for their needs, as you know.
with the department to confirm a base for its activities in  Mr Caudell interjecting:
1996, and the Government will provide $200 000 as its Ms STEVENS: As | know, too. There is not sufficient
contribution to that new location. space for them in Old Parliament House and, anyway, a
As | mentioned, $200 000 will be provided to the Adelaidefurther $600 000 will need to be spent before they can move
Symphony Orchestra and $100 000 initial funding to the Statéh—as admitted by the Minister for Industrial Affairs. And
Opera for work to be undertaken to secure contracts and ggtat is not counting the unknown cost of providing the bridge
things going in terms offhe Ring There are recurrent from Parliament House, which is rumoured to be in the order
appropriation increases in terms of: a Government wage offesf $800 000.
($500 000), increased debt servicing due to higher interest The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | beg your pardon? Could |
rates ($400 000), and to establish a South Australian multicorrect the honourable member—it is $38 000.

media centre ($200 000). Ms STEVENS: | guess that would happen in the answer,

An honourable member interjecting: anyway. Shall | continue with my question? Then the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | hOpe that the honourable Minister will have a chance to answer.

member will explore the South Australian multimedia centre  The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Continue on, please. |
in further questions, because it is exciting and it is certainlyeming members that Standing Orders do apply.

a new direction within the Arts Department. The total \s STEVENS: Thank you, Mr Chairman. About
financing associated with the production of films, particularly$1_ 4 million of taxpayers’ mone3} is to be spent for no good

Shine is an important contribution in terms of allocations for , ;:h0se on top of the $13 million being spent to upgrade this
the department this yeaShineis the first film in South gar?iament ngse to in acceptable s%anpdard, buFt)?/vhich will
Australia to receive what is called a revolving fund wheree, adequately accommodate all our requirements. |
funds are provided earlier than required for production ifynqerstand that the presiding members of parliamentary
order to help the producer over the initial costs. If thiScommittees have written to the Premier expressing their
revolving fund arrangement had not been provided, SCo{tyncem with arrangements for the committees. | realise that

Hicks, the Emmy Award winner for documentaries, wouldhe adelaide Festival needs accommodation outside the
almost certainly have directed this film in New South Wales cectival Theatre complex, but it does not have to be in the

and Jane Scott would not have had any opportunity other thagl, fjiamentary committees’ area of the Riverside Building, as
to go to New South Wales. So that is an important part of thg, o e is plenty of vacant accommodation in the city, and the

funding arrangements. There is also, of course, the $800 0QQsory Trust and the State History Centre can be relocated

through the EDA lines. _ to Edmund Wright House from the Institute Building without
This funding in addition to the arts budget is offset by thedestroying Old Parliament House Museum.

department’s contribution to the Government’s overall saving | was taken by a number of messages left by visitors to the

strategy of $1.4 million. These savings have primarily beery| paiament House Museum, but | think this one sums it
found through a reduction in central office costs, which 'up It states: '

hlgh!lghted earller, restructurlng_ of the State history cen'Fre The museum is part of our culture. Please leave it alone and place
services and improved commercial returns from the Adelaidgne offices somewhere else—offices can be anywhere but this
Festival Centre Trust. | heard over the radio this morning thatuseum is an intrinsic part of our heritage as a State and its people.
the trust was getting good publicity on the ABC fdello  (signed V. Kelly)
Dolly and other productions. | think it is proposing to raise
$750 000 through productions this year. An honourable member interjecting:
Mr BRINDAL: And Miss Saigon The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, they have been doing Unley is out of order.
amazing work on the set at Dry Creek in terms of the Ms STEVENS: As the Federal Government is to provide
workshops. They have been involvedMie and My Girland  generous grants for civics education at a time when she
South Pacifids now in Chiang Mai. So, they are a successproposes closing the outstanding—
story. But there have had to be adjustments also to some other The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am sorry, it is very hard with
grants within the arts budget. Generally, that identifies the¢he cross discussion to hear what the honourable member is
balance of funds. saying.
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! Will members on that building, and we should be celebrating the fact that the
both sides please observe Standing Orders? | ask the memigerblic can see Parliament functioning through its committee
for Elizabeth please to ask her question. structure in that building. In my view and in the

Ms STEVENS: As the Federal Government is to provide Government’s view, that is a proper use.
generous grants for civics education at a time when she Mr Brindal interjecting:
proposes closing the outstanding civics education centre in The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is difficult to assemble
Adelaide, will she reconsider her decision to close Oldschool tour groups and to explain about this building. There
Parliament House Museum and try to work with the Federalill be a special place for such groups, whether they be older
Government to enhance the civics education which Olgeople, young people or students, in what was the original
Parliament House Museum provides? library. | am not sure where the $800 000 figure for the

Mr CAUDELL: I rise on a point of order. If Standing bridge link came from, since it is double what the honourable
Orders apply, then obviously the terminology ‘she’ is anmember suggested the other alterations to the building might
unacceptable terminology by the member for Elizabeth. come to, which is about $600 000.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: There is no point of order. Mr Brindal interjecting:

The Minister can answer the question. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am not sure how it was
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will answer the question but, proposed. A figure like that rather clouds the credibility of
without reflecting on the Chair, | respect the point that haother statements made by the honourable member. The
been made by the honourable member. The first answer @&ssessment of the cost to re-establish the link between the two

that, no, the decision will not change in respect of the closurbuildings was $38 000, and | thought that was expensive.
of the public and temporary exhibition program that is The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | have sought advice on my
conducted by the History Trust through the State Historylast ruling. If use of the pronoun ‘she’ is directed through the
Centre. It is a program which the History Trust Board has hacChair, it is quite acceptable, but use of the word ‘you’ is not.
under consideration for some time. The honourable membdre Minister was referred to in the third person and it was not
may recall that the former Government in 1988 introducedised in a derogatory or personal manner, and | so rule.
fees for the history— Members interjecting:

Mr BRINDAL: That was an act of cultural vandalism. The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, many people did describe Unley is out of order.
it as such, and the History Trust did, too. That has meant that Ms STEVENS: Where will Speaker’s Corner be relocat-
the attendance fell to 30000 last year. The formered? When will it be allowed to accept new bookings? When
Government also introduced the State History Centre, sand where will the Duryea Panorama be made available to the
more of the area that was used for public exhibition was takepublic? How can a half-time education officer in Parliament
over for office space. The History Trust Board has confirmedouse be expected to undertake all her current duties as well
to me that, notwithstanding the valiant efforts of the boardas those of the displaced full-time education officer of Old
management and directors of Old Parliament House, it haBarliament House?
not been able to build the audience base nor attract the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There are a number of options
sponsorship for upgrading and presenting some of th#or Speaker's Corner, and the Government has undertaken
exhibitions in the manner that it would like. It has also hadwithout qualification that that initiative will continue in the
to refuse other exhibitions that it would have liked to offerfuture. It may remain where it is or it may return to its
because of the small rooms available and the problem afriginal, better site in Old Parliament House rather than be
trying to bring in exhibits because the doorways are nosquashed in a part-passageway, as it is at the moment. It
aligned. So, it has been frustrated in a number of efforts tanight go to the State Library, the Adelaide City Lending
properly show off the building and display the exhibits.  Service or to Edmund Wright House. There have been plenty

I do not doubt that those involved are sad about thef offers and the History Trust is considering them.
decision. They have made that quite clear to me and essential- It is possible that the panorama will be accommodated in
ly I share those views. However, there are things that are dhe History Trust's new accommodation. Again, a decision
concern in terms of displaying our history to a wider sectionis to be made, and that issue will be resolved very shortly. In
of the community, and we are pursuing options to do that athe meantime, another venue is under negotiation in a high
the present time. profile city location where there would be a large amount of

The Festival may or may not move into the Riversidepublic use.

Centre—that is up to the Festival. It is a matter for the Ms STEVENS: When will Speaker’'s Corner be able to
department involved with building accommodation. It is alsoaccept new bookings?

a matter for the Parliament to determine, if and when the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As soon as a decision is made
committees move out. | do know that if the Parliament wishesbout its location. | wish that this matter had been resolved
to use Old Parliament House it must find $150 000. It doedy this stage for the benefit of the Committee. | have not been
not own the building but will be leasing it, and that is the able to do that because of some other factors on which | am
price. waiting for information. | hope that this matter is resolved

One of the best ways of looking at this is to consider thebefore 7 July, when | must return answers to this Committee,
very expensive accommodation at the Riverside Building—but, for the sake of the staff and the public, | hope that it is
and that lease is due to expire in May next year—at someesolved well before then.
$240 000. At the present time Old Parliament House is very Ms STEVENS: My last question related to the half-time
reasonably priced by comparison. It is a very sad reflectioeducation officer in Parliament House who may be expected
on the way honourable members perceive the Parliament to undertake both sets of duties.
think that the Parliament, and committees in particular, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is part of the Education
operating from Old Parliament House is not a proper angbortfolio, but | expect that this secondment will continue.
special use of Old Parliament House. Itis the original use oThat is certainly the nod that | have received from the
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Minister for Education and Children’s Services. However, heof Wagner'sThe Ringin 1998. The Minister has already
is not prepared to confirm the fate of that officer withoutreferred to that tonight.
confirming overall what is to happen following this review. =~ What are the proposed administrative and financial
Ms STEVENS: The issue was how she could undertakearrangements for undertaking this major production? Does
all her current activities plus those of the displaced full-timethe Minister have any idea what the significant cultural,
education officer at Old Parliament House. financial and other gains might be to this State because of this
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The first thing is to ensure wonderful initiative?
that, as part of the review, the officer remains on secondment, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The administrative structure
and that is the priority. | am quite confident that we will be has been taxing a number of people. We have sought advice
able to secure that, but we have to wait for the outcome of thtom the Crown Solicitor, who has indicated that an appropri-
review. If Parliament sees it as an important service, whiclate organisational structure to administer the production is to
it no doubt does, it will have to negotiate with the Minister. establish a subsidiary company of the State Opera of South
It is not a direct responsibility of mine. Australia. Such a subsidiary would provide a focus to the
Mr BRINDAL: | have a point of order. For the sake of activity; would act as a contracting vehicle; would enable the
future questioning, it should be pointed out that the Ministerdirectors outside of the State Opera Board to be appointed;
for the Arts is not responsible for the Education portfolio, norand would also place clear obligations on directors and
are we examining it. | ask you, Sir, to rule whether questiongrovide them with personal indemnity providing that they act
concerning an education officer who is paid for underin a reasonable manner.
Education lines are within the province of this Committee.| The provisions of the Public Corporations Act 1993
contend that it is out of order. provide for the incorporation of such a subsidiary. It is
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | believe the Minister made proposed that the board of management would be approved
that point in a passing reference. However, the honourabley the Minister but appointed by the State Opera of South
member’s point is taken. Australia. The board should consist of the eight members of
Ms STEVENS: At present, the old House of Assembly the current State Opera Board. Rather than deciding that some
Chamber is open 363 days a year. How many days a year wihould sit on the new subsidiary board and some should not,
the Chamber be open to the public in future? Will it be operit is considered that all current members of the State Opera
at weekends and when Parliament is not sitting? WhaBoard should be invited to participate but that there should
security arrangements will be required? What are thée some additional representation from the Australian
additional cost implications of keeping the Chamber openBroadcasting Corporation, the Major Events Board, the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Those matters will be partly Department for the Arts and Cultural Development and also
negotiated between the History Trust and Parliament, ndtam working to have a community representative.
directly with me, although, as | indicated in my second This matter is to be considered shortly by Cabinet. While
reading explanation to the Bill that | have introduced, therét may seem rather alarming that there will be up to 11
will be conditions that | will have to approve. Public accessmembers, | can assure members that the members of the
is an important condition to maintain in any future lease ofboard would not be paid. The production of this event will
that building, as is a display or interpretation of our constitu-enhance and reinforce the State’s image as a principal centre
tional history. These matters will be a critical part of negotia-for arts development and arts festivals in Australia. Both the
tions, which | hope will be successfully concluded betweerinterstate and the local reception for this initiative has been
the History Trust and the Parliament once the Bill is throughphenomenal. Inquiries about tickets are coming nationally
the two Houses. and internationally already. Itis projected in terms of income
Mr BRINDAL: 1should like to get away from this furphy that there would be box office sales of $2.5 million; corporate
about how we are destroying the Constitutional Museum. sponsorship of $500 000; a contribution from the Adelaide
do not understand that line of questioning. | should like to asiSymphony Orchestra and the ABC Orchestra in terms of
the Minister a question relating to page 328 under the titlsspecial support of $500 000; underwriting of $1.5 million by
‘Development of the arts’. My question concerns the muchAustralian Major Events; and a grant of $1.458 million from
more exciting proposition dfhe Ringeycle being performed the Department for the Arts and Cultural Development to

in South Australia. My question is this— State Opera in 1998. The total income is expected to be
Members interjecting: $6.458 million and estimated expenditure is $6 437 250, so
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! Itis difficultto hear  you can see that a lot of effort has been undertaken to date to

the member for Unley, who has the floor. finetune those expenditure and income sources. The econom-

Mr BRINDAL: | was deferring to my colleague on the ic development repercussions for the State are judged to be
other side. She was trying to think, and as that is a newome $15 million, so any investment by the State will be

innovation— handsomely repaid, and also there is goodwill on which you
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! | suggest that the cannot put a value.
honourable member get on with his question. Mr BRINDAL: In view of the importance oThe Ring

Mrs GERAGHTY: | have a point of order. The member cycle would the Minister give any consideration to inviting
for Unley has overstepped the mark of decency. He couléither a musicologist or a music academic of Australian
offer me an apology. | might accept it. stature to be on the board and perhaps someone of national

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: There is no pointof order. stature that may be associated with the ABC? | am only
I urge the member for Unley to continue asking his questionsaying that because the value of this production to South

Mr BRINDAL: |would apologise, if suggesting that she Australia can only be enhanced and increased by people of
was thinking was offensive to her. Recently the PremieAustralian stature taking a small, if peripheral, role in the
announced a major artistic coup for South Australia withplanning and preparation.

State Opera, the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra and The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: A lot of thought has gone into
Australian Major Events collaborating to stage the full cyclethe additional members to be appointed on top of the State
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Opera Board. The ABC representative would be an interstate The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This problem has been around

individual. for some time and has worried me for ages. | have spent a
Mr Brindal interjecting: considerable amount of time this year thinking about and
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Of that stature? | am not sure. speaking to South Australians about how we address this

Are they around today? issue. It seemed crazy that we were investing so heavily as
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! a State in the Helpmann Academy, ensuring that we have

Mr CAUDELL: After listening to the answer to that some of the best training opportunities in the performance
guestion it makes one wonder why some people in thisnd visual arts for South Australians and Australians
Chamber tonight have grizzled over $100 000, when you aranywhere in this country, and hopefully aspiring to go
talking about bringing developments of such magnitude t@nywhere in the world, and yet not having the performance
this State. | refer to Estimates of Receipts and Paymengpportunities for those individuals once they graduate from
(page 119) and, in particular, the Adelaide Festival of Artsthe Helpmann Academy. We have to do something about it.
Why has the 1996 Adelaide Festival of Arts received an e call ourselves the Festival State and invest heavily,

additional $1 million in funding? . and have for many years, in the performing arts both through
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The honourable member will - giatt0ry companies and a lot of smaller but very valuable
recall the loss of some $365 000 after the last Festival of Artsperforming arts companies. | could name so many, for
which was a lot of money but admittedly less than f'fStexampIe, Red Shed, Vital Statisti@oppio Teatroand even
forecast. After that loss it was recommended by a workmgUmey Youth Theatre, of which the Leader of the Opposition
party of the Arts and Cultural Development Task Force thals 3 member of the board. We invest heavily in the perform-
this additional fund was required for the festival. It was to beIng arts, yet none of the companies seem to be satisfying the
additional recurrent fundlng,.untled._ The report also recoMpeed for regular work for performing artists. So something
mended a further $500 000 in contingency funds or under \rong at the moment. | have spoken to Stephen Spence,
writing and provision for that has been made within the artsecretary of the Arts/Media Entertainment Alliance. We have
budget this financial year. This handsome increase is requirgflscssed this issue over some period. We met again a few
for the festival to maintain its prominence as the major artg,onths ago. He has agreed to participate with others in the
festival not only in Australia but also internationally. In fact, community to look at the issue on a think-tank basis rather
like any great festival, its position must be continually han 4 review basis. Why are we not providing these oppor-
reinforced. . tunities for the investment in the State that the taxpayers
The Adelaide Festival Board of Management has NOWnake in the performing arts? There is criticism of the
been established; itis an exciting, energetic board which hagoyernment, as there was criticism of the former
attracted fantastic people in terms of new management skill§ 5y ernment in this area. We have to find ways to address it.
and enthusiasm. We have supported the recommendations|ofi, pleased that Mr Spence and others will work with the
the working party and the emphasis now will be on a muclg oyernment to address this issue because we certainly have
greater marketing effort. We will also be encouraging morgq 4o petter than we are doing now. We cannot let people

perform_ance opportunities and (_exhibit opportunities for Soutlghink that their only future in the performing arts is only
Australians, as has been possible over recent festivals. Thisierstate and not in South Australia.

money will be an investment in marketing and in South ] - .
Australia so that we can show our own. It is estimated that M" WADE: The Minister referred to anumber of artistic

box office income will increase from $1.695 million in 1994 ENterprises that were receiving Government funding and/or
to $2.995 million in 1996, and its sponsorship will also SUPPOrt. | also note that significant upgrades have been made
increase from $986 615 to $1.462 million. So on every coun{© the studios in the complex of the South Australian Film

the additional Government investment will be giving _orporation. Will the Minister advise whether any major

encouragement in terms of income and sponsorship and thifl's are currently in production or planned for production

is important. at the Hendon studios?

Based on this substantial support being offered by the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | know that the honourable
media and the corporate sector, as well as the encouragimgember is keen on the arts generally. | think he has per-
pre-season ticket sales, it would appear that these estimatiesmed in the past, not only in this place but in the theatre and
forincome, box office and sponsorship are quite realistic angossibly on film. People in the film industry will be keen to
that the income overall for the festival will increase from know that he has continued this interest. As the honourable
$5.5 million to $6.5 million. All of this, together with the member knows, it has been a very busy year for the film
expertise of Barrie Kosky and the diligence of the festivalindustry in South Australia and for the corporation studios in
staff, makes the festival look better. We are not necessarilgarticular at Hendon. | congratulate the new General
after something bigger, but we are after something better—&lanager, Judith McCann, who has devoted hours beyond the
better position artistically and financially. It is expected thatcall of duty using personal contacts and a whole range of
the total direct expenditure by the festival will be someamazing skills to secure productions for South Australia. She
$14 million and that this will realise some $27 million in and the board, with the assistance of the department, con-
economic benefit to South Australia. So, a $27 millionvinced local film makers and others that we were very
investment from a $3.5 million contribution from the Statedetermined to resurrect the film industry, that we thought it
is good value in anybody’s terms. had a future and that one easy way to demonstrate it was to

Mr CAUDELL: By way of supplementary question, local secure a six-year contract on the Hendon studios. So, up to
artists are concerned that there are too few employmetthe year 2 000 we can say, ‘Hey, no more reviews, sick of
opportunities in South Australia, especially on a regular basighat, had enough, that's Labor Party, that’s the past, we will
What can be done to ensure that our performers have reasgn ahead, we have the studios, get on with it and get the
to stay in South Australia and not consider that their onlyproductions here.’ That is the way Judith McCann and the
future lies interstate? board have approached the whole issue.
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I mentioned the revolving fund. It was instrumental in ~ The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! If the Minister is
securing the feature fililBhinein Adelaide, directed by Scott prepared to take those questions on notice, the honourable
Hicks. | understand that filming has just concluded. It ismember can continue.
being produced by Jane Scott and stars Geoffrey Rush, whom Mrs GERAGHTY: |was asking the Minister how many
many people would know from State Theatre Company daystaff are employed by the State Theatre Company and, of
It was also shot in London with Lynn Redgrave and Sir Johrihem, how many are full-time, how many part-time and how
Gielguid. Shinehas brought South Australian cinematogra-many casual. What is the salary package of the director of the
pher Geoffrey Simpson back to Adelaide following his State Theatre Company?
success witlvittle Womenlt is the largest feature film to be The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will take all those questions
shot here for many years. Itis financed with investment fromon notice.
the Australian Film Finance Corporation, the South Mrs GERAGHTY: Thank you, Minister, because they
Australian Film Corporation, Film Victoria and the BBC. We are together.
have provided as a Government the loan facility, secured The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You might tell your leader
against pre-sale. how reasonable the Minister is.

We have also just seen filming bfist and Revengey Mrs GERAGHTY: |am sure that the Leader would have
Australia’s most prolific director, Paul Cox. Mr Cox has usedoeen here to ask the Minister those questions himself this
South Australian Film Corporation sound mix and facilitiesevening, but unfortunately—
for many of his films, but it is the first time he has produced Mr CAUDELL: He has another engagement.
entirely in South Australia. The experience has been such a Mrs GERAGHTY: No, it is true to say that he is
positive one that he has promised to return again. Thigttending an official function this evening. It is most unfair
production is also financed by the Australian Film Financeof members opposite to imply anything other than that.
Corporation and the South Australian Film Corporation, with  The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! | presume that that

Adelaide’s own distribution company Adfilm. accounts for the three questions from the member for
There have been investments from other sales agenciek2rrens? _ _
Other productions in various stages incldde Big Question Mrs GERAGHTY: No, that was the first question.

The writer and subject is Paul Davies and producer is Mike The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Actually, there were seven
Piper. The host for this production will be Phillip Adams. questions. With regard to the questions on notice, | indicate
Napoleonby Mario Andreacchio, whilst filmed some time thatthe Commonwealth grant to the State Theatre Company
ago, is still being worked on with sound mixes for Was $397 000 in t_he past flnanmal year. The State grant is
international and Australian distributionEpsilon post ~$1 510 000. Thatis a considerable grant. We are all pleased
production finished recently, just in time for the director andfor the State Theatre Company that it has been accepted by
producer Rolf de Heer to get it to Cannes. Miramax from théhe Australian Council as one of the two South Australian
United States has brought the rights to show the film in th@rganisations to receive funding in future from the Major
United States, which is a real coup. Organisations Board. _

The corporation also has committed investment to The ACTING CHAIRMAN:. I will c_aII the honquraple
Parklands which is a one hour drama being financed by thdNemPer for Torrens, but she is pushing the Chair a little. |
Australian Film Commission, and&omen of Drovers Run Will allow two more questions, but she must make them

will be a tele-feature. Both are interstate productions that wilPr€CiS€: | am in a good mood. . . .
contribute to the overall benefit of the State’s film and, MrS GERAGHTY: Tandanyais playing a crucial role in

television industry. What is happening in film in South the dévelopment of contemporary Aboriginal artistic activity
Australia presently is terrific news, and not before time. and it has the potential to be a major tourist attraction for

Mrs GERAGHTY: |was enthralled by that answer. The '?gﬁ l?ﬁ?& Itdzﬁtnzﬂgeégﬁunst;iléa agi% i':]'s ‘évégn'gf’a[%??rrg{n
State Theatre Company has an excellent reputation across t 9 9 9 P

nation for supplying quality theatre to patrons in South Soriginal communities in all States and Territories. It had
. PRIyINg q . pail . . financial problems a few years ago, but was assisted by the
Australia. | have some questions for the Minister and, if sh

. A 'State Government and an agreement was reached for it to
\?V?Ei?\%t answer them now, it would be fine if she put them Ir‘Pepay aloan over a number of years. It has just repaid the last
: S instalment of its loan and, at this present time, it is debt free.
Mr Caudell interjecting: Tandanya has a new director and is ready to take off with
_ Mrs GERAGHTY: If the honourable member would 3 new direction, new energy and a new and imaginative
listen for once, he might learn something. What do theyrograms. Itis also proving hugely successful in improving
Government subsidies to the State Theatre Company over thg self-generated income. However, this year, the State
past year work out to in terms of subsidy per seat at performg overnment cut its funding by $100 000 in nominal terms,
ances? What funding does the State Theatre receive from tiag by almost $120 000 in real terms. That was a cut of 20 per
Federal Labor Government? How many people are on thgent. At that point, | note that last year's funding included
free and complimentary tlckgt list for the State Theatreg100 000 from Foundation SA, a special project which |
Company? Who was on the list over the past 12 monthsgypport greatly. Funding from the Minister's department has
Incorporated with that question is how many staff arepeen cut by about 10 per cent in real terms. Despite the

employed by the State Theatre Company and— Minister referring at great length to the need to improve and
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: - Order! Is this one question? increase Adelaide’s tourist attractions, why has she chosen
Can the Minister cope? at this time to cut Tandanya’s grant by 10 per cent? What

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is a series of questions message is that sending out to our Aboriginal communities?
which | will take on notice. | do not know how many The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Essentially, the 1994-95 grant
complimentary tickets were given out. For this season atvas $590 000. We have reduced the allocation to Tandanya
least, | have subscriptions. in 1995-96 to $550 000. That represents a reduction of
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$40 000 on actual funds. | suppose that that is a reduction of Mrs GERAGHTY: Are you accepting that she is the
$100 000 from a nominal base only of $650 000 because, &hair of that organisation?
the honourable member indicated, Tandanya repaid last year The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Of course, | work with her as
the final instalment of $60 000 on a five-year loan providedhe Chair. | write to her as the Chair. We work and we talk
by the Department for the Arts and Cultural Development. las she is the Chair. For me to make a distinction because it
understand that, while State funds have been cut by $40 008, an Aboriginal organisation is nineteenth century at its
ATSIC’s funding has increased by $50 000. In budget termsworst, and | do not accept it.
Tandanya will essentially be the same. An honourable member interjecting:

Mr BRINDAL: It will be $10 000 better off. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is what the former
__ The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: As the member for Unley says, Government agreed. Ms Levy also felt a need to endorse the
itis @ $10 000 increase. That is not directly my responsibility chajr: | do not. They can do their own thing, as long as they
However, it was interesting that the honourable member fogeep achieving.

Torrens referred to Tandanya’s ‘potential’ to be a major \1.« GERAGHTY: Given the large amount that the

X - Ard N3G o\ ernment provide to Tandanya to assist it with vitally
recently carried out several assessments of its key objectivgsaaqed capital improvements, including air-conditioning?

vision and corporate plan. It has engaged various consultants The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The State Government does

to work through those issues. So far as | am aware, they are P . X i
about to start again. ffot own the building. It is occupied by Tandanya and is

With the new director, | hope that these issues can b wned by the Aboriginal Land Trust, which also occupies

resolved and that. with determination and purpose. they c art of that building. The State Government owns the South
) o PUrpose, they € \stralian Museum, and the former Government should have
fulfil that potential which the member for Torrens mentione

. . ; . invested in the redevelopment of that museum. This
ag?eﬂigh:ghbles%?%glyut;esltlﬁ)vne ':1 riisger?]taﬂc;agf%gﬁ'tggecaovernment certainly will. In fact, Governments over time
P yond qu . - . : Yhave not done so, but the former Government deferred for
channel that potential into projects which will realise the10 years a redevelopment initiative that the Tonkin
%ﬂgﬁg@gﬁ;ﬁﬁ?og%ﬂg (l:((()a?rr]ntlénsltgedeserves, and Whlcrbovernment had started. It was a disgrace. Notwithstanding

Y ) the budgets we inherited from Labor, we will try to make up

Tandanya is working closely now with the Tourism ’ h . X
o or lost time, lost cultural tourism opportunity and certainly
Commission and the Department for the Arts and CUItura‘Lpportunity for the Aboriginal communities to show their

Developmentin developing cultural tourism initiatives. | am . :
. work and their heritage.
keen for those efforts to expand in future. They must work
b y Mr Bettcher: The quote from the Department for

out what they do well and how they can do that better in th uilding Management to actually air-condition Tandanya is
community. They must nottry to be everything to everybod $850 000, which members would agree is a sizeable amount.

in the white community, their own community and for local To do the gallery portion, which is prabably more essential
people and for tourists. They should do some things partic rom the art works point c;f view, is $350 000. So itis a very

larly well and get scores on the board. They must win furthe - x

community confidence and I do not think they will ever look €XPENsIve proposition.

back. Itis simply that their focus has been wide and dispersed Mrs GERAGHTY: However, money well spent, I would

for a long time. | have every confidence that the new directo?@y- _ . o

will help them focus their efforts. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The land owner, which is the
Mrs GERAGHTY: The Minister talked about their Aboriginal Land Trust, may well agree with you that it would

focusing more on their own community and not trying to bePe money well spent. It is not a Government building.

everything to everyone. Mr BRINDAL: | have an absolute fascination with the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am asking them to work that political correctness of the Opposition. The Aboriginals
out. | am not giving any direction. recently had a centenary of Aboriginal art, and not one

Mrs GERAGHTY: | understood the point the Minister member of the Opposition, Upper or Lower House, bothered
was making. Why has the Minister refused to confirm Katringfo go to it; and that was at Tandanya, | believe. | would like
Power as Chair of Tandanya (as | understand it, she would e draw the Minister’s attention to the more important issue
the first woman Chair), despite the fact that she was dema®f Aboriginal culture and heritage which is the wonderful
cratically elected to that position some six months ago? world class collection of Aboriginal cultural items that are

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: She has to be democratically present in our museum. It is a world class exhibition, and
elected; that is in the powers of association. It is also in thépposition members are going on about Tandanya. Itis just
powers of association that the Minister can choose to endorgpalling. When does the Minister expect the museum’s
that appointment. It is paternalistic, maternalistic, or whateveAboriginal Cultures Gallery design and documentation study
the term is. An incorporated association should be able tto be completed, and what are the expected outcomes? Why
appoint its own Chair. | refer, for instance, to the Jamis only 2 per cent of the world’s best exhibition of Aboriginal
Factory. | did there, because it has a different situation wittartefacts, especially desert Aboriginal artefacts, currently on
an executive Chair. | did not go around endorsing thedisplay? | put those questions on notice.
appointment of the Chair of the Australian Dance Theatre, Mr CAUDELL: |was at that centenary of Aboriginal art
Ms Beasley. | do not go around endorsing the Chair ofit Tandanya, and not one member of the Opposition was
Doppio Teatro, Vital Statistics or any of the other present, Upper or Lower House. It is outrageous that
incorporated associations. To do so for an Aboriginamembers in here grandstand on Aboriginal causes and do not
organisation is humiliating to that organisation and unnecediave any intention of turning up to the functions in the first
sary, and | do not see why a distinction should be made. place.
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| refer to Program Estimates (page 329), under the heading The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! | draw the attention
‘Provision of State library services’. What evidence does th®f the honourable member to the fact that she is taking too
Minister have that the transfer of film and video services tanuch time. Has the honourable member concluded her
the PLAIN central services and the State Library are provingjuestions?
effective? Mrs GERAGHTY: No, Sir.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: A lot of evidence. The ACTING CHAIRMAN: I rule that the honourable
Mr WADE: Artlab is currently negotiating with a member has. The member for Price.
company in Malaysia to export its services. What type of Mr De LAINE: | put on notice the following questions
services does Artlab intend to export? Are these service® the Minister: how many staff positions and at what level
internationally competitive? are to be cut from the arts development section of the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am pleased that there will be department, and why has the Minister done a backflip on the
an opportunity for those questions to go on the public recordelative importance of arts development and corporate
Ms STEVENS: | refer to Program Estimates (page 324).services staff and left the ladder with a far higher staff
How successful was the Good Friday opening of the Artallocation than arts development ($1.053 million compared
Gallery? How many people attended compared with theo $885 000)?
average for a public holiday? What was the total cost of Secondly, Will the Minister provide a list of all consultan-
opening the Art Gallery on Good Friday, including all the cies undertaken in the 1994-95 financial year with the name
costs of advertising? of each chief consultant and the cost of each, and will she
Mrs GERAGHTY: The operating grant for the also indicate which were awarded as a result of the calling for
Australian Festival Trust Centre has been cut by somenders and why no tenders were called for the others?
$250 000. This line now has to include the insurance and risk My final question relates to WorkCover, and is as follows:
management amount of $146 000, previously allocateds well as experiencing a significant real cut, is the central
separately. In effect, this is a cut of some $396 000 to theffice of the Department for the Arts and Cultural Develop-
AFCT in recurrent resources, nearly $400 000 in nominament now required to manage its own workers’ compensation
terms or approaching $500 000 in real terms. Furthermoreases; and, if so, what is the estimated cost?
the urgent upgrading of the Adelaide Festival Centre has had The ACTING CHAIRMAN: There being no further
gl7n5dgnogoguts from $1.2 million to $.5 million, a cut of some questions, | declare the examination of the vote completed.
The Minister would certainly be aware of the need for
capital upgrading at the Adelaide Festival Centre. A report
afew years ago indicated that $10 million was required, The
Minister complained bitterly at that stage, when the ALP
Government allocated $1 million a year to start the upgrad- Membership:
ing, that it was insufficient. The Minister promised that a  Mr Leggett substituted for Mr Brindal.
Liberal Government would do much more. Unfortunately, Mrs Penfold substituted for Mr Wade.
now the Minister has cut both recurrent and upgrading funds Mr Clarke substituted Mr De Laine.
by atotal of $1 146 000 in nominal terms alone. We know at

this stage that— Minister for Transport, Minister for the Arts
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! and Minister for the Status of Women—Other Payments,
Mrs GERAGHTY: |am just about to ask my questions. $1 679 000

I need to put this preamble before asking them.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: These are questions on  The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed
notice. payments open for examination, and invite the Minister to
Mrs GERAGHTY: Yes. | think it is fair, considering make a brief opening statement if she so desires.
some of the allegations. If you would bear with me, Mr  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Government is committed
Acting Chairman, for one moment. to enhancing the status of women. We are giving women a
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | think the questions should greater say in the decisions that affect them, their families and
be put on notice without explanation. They should be able ttheir lives generally, and the opportunity to participate fully

stand alone. and equally in all spheres of our society.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Yes. | ask the honourable Government policies and programs are designed, first, to
member to ask her questions please. courage women to contribute to the growth of our economy

Mrs GERAGHTY: Very well, Sir. | put these questions and to ensure that women enjoy the benefits of economic
on notice. How does the Minister expect the AFCT to copaecovery and a safe environment; secondly, to value the
with such reduced funding without compromising artisticcontribution of work undertaken by women in the home, in
standards and putting on only safe productions which neverhild-rearing, caring for older family members and in
provide any artistic challenge? What sort of upgrading isvoluntary community activities; thirdly, to eliminate discrimi-
expected to be achieved with the $500 000 allocation, andation against women; and, fourthly, to ensure that a fair
will the AFCT slip behind its interstate equivalents in state-allocation of resources is devoted to women'’s needs.
of-the-art technical facilities, thus limiting its ability to attract ~ The budget for the Office for the Status of Women is
and put on some of the big modern productions? Is it merel§1.099 million. This covers expenditure for the Office of the
coincidence that funding for the AFCT has been cut byStatus of Women and the Women'’s Information Switchboard.
$1 million, which is the extra amount provided to the The Government has put in place a number of key initiatives,
Adelaide Festival, despite the Premier’s statement that exti@nd these will continue to be pursued vigorously over the next
resources for the Festival would not be at the expense of othgear. They include the Women’s Advisory Council, the
art bodies? Breakthrough Register for women who are willing to sit on
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Government boards and committees, and a joint The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Does the Deputy Leader

benchmarking study being undertaken by the Office for thef the Opposition wish to make a statement?

Status of Women and the Department of Treasury and Mr CLARKE: | shall make a brief opening statement. |

Finance to develop a process to upgrade the reporting @m sure that more than 50 per cent of the population of South

budget initiatives for women across Government. Australian women are underwhelmed by the Government’s
The joint Parliamentary Committee on Women inconcern for women in the work force in particular, given that

Parliament which was established last year as a Governmep® Minutes has been allocated in which to discuss this budget
initiative enjoyed tripartisan support. It is examining theitém and the Government's proposals with respect to the
extent of any impediments to women standing for Parliamerg@me. o

and what measures should be taken to facilitate the entry of \Women are affected by every item in the budget. After all,
women to Parliament. The committee has brought down ayomen are the main users of public services, they are the
interim report recommending that Parliament examine th@fimary care givers, and the public sector is a major employer
establishment of a family room at Parliament House an@fwomen. When Labor was in Government it made clear its
access to child-care facilities. | will be pursuing theseCOmmitment to women by producing a women's budget. It
recommendations. The committee is still investigatingProvided a straightforward reference point for women
impediments to women entering Parliament, such as parli&oncerned about the services available to them.

mentary performance and sitting hours, and will bring down  Unfortunately, the Liberal Government and the Minister
a final report towards the end of this year. have not chosen to continue that policy, hence there is no

incentive for Ministers to focus on the disadvantages that are

for%ggncm)ifr?cﬁrzgxzri]gl Sg[f(slgg\é\fggﬁg évél\l,gi aiﬁtw;r'gtéheicoften experienced by women in our community, and there is
ng Tin: Y : . ping 9'% developing trend for women'’s funding to be absorbed into
partnerships with other agencies. | nominate, for instance,

aé}eneral budget lines and general programs. That suggests that

inter-agency committee on po!lcy initiatives for WOMEN the current Minister is unable to effectively advocate for
which is being established with members drawn fron\Nomen in the Cabinet

agencies across Government. The committee will identify - ' -
best practices, act as a forum for the exchange of informatio&a:_uhseol}ﬂw(;?rtgnﬁzdsgizhog'jstrgﬂ\;e tt)zltavt/?s; ﬁ;gas'ﬁ'en%;?g?

and famhtgte tlhe devglopment of |'nter-ag'ency initiatives. She says that she has created the break-through register,

The office is working cooperatively with the Employee \hich in fact was set up under a Labor Government and was
Ombudsman to arrange a seminar on women in enterpriggyjled the women's register. She has established a women's
bargaining. The seminar will be aimed at members of thedvisory committee, which was achieved only by deducting
single bargaining centres across Government. A feasibilitynds from the Working Women'’s Centre. That reinforces the
study with respect to a video on women and enterpris§inister's reputation as the Minister for Women of Status
bargaining is also being assessed. rather than the Minister for the Status of Women.

The Office for the Status of Women is working coopera- The Opposition, when previously in Government, acted
tively with the Office for Families to ensure that the status ofto protect women from violence in the home, to alleviate the
care is enhanced in line with the Government's caregiverddifficulties of single parenthood and to target health assist-
policy. The Office for the Status of Women is participatingance for women. We demonstrated our commitment to
closely in the National Study on Women as Customers, whickvomen’s issues, particularly as they concern the women who
is a project proceeding under the auspices of theare mostvulnerable inour society. | also draw attention to the
Commonwealth-State Ministers’ Conference on the Status afpeech that was given by a great former Labor Premier, Don
Women. The study is developing a resource kit for use witlbunstan, which was known as his Newcastle speech given at
agencies to implement a ‘women as customers’ approach iHewcastle University in 1978.
their business. Mr Caudell interjecting:

I also highlight that the Information Seminar on Gender _Mr CLARKE: | note the interjection by the member for
Issues in the Karpin report is being arranged with Professdlitchell. When the history of South Australia is finally
Tricia Vilkanas at the International School of ManagementWritten, his contribution will not even amount to a full stop
University of South Australia. This year a production hasOn any page of that history. At Newcastle University in 1978,
been issued to coincide with the budget papers describing tHé1en he spoke of the challenge of the 1980s, Don Dunstan
highlights of Government achievements in the provision ofaid:
services for women. | understand, from advice by the To treat women as lesser beings, in law, education or employ-
Chairman earlier in the day, that | am able to provide to youent, s 1o d'tmm'sms as a society. Q‘f'tebsl'mp'y' we are wasting a

. . . . . . uge proportion orf Australia’s most valuable resource, Its people.
Mr Acting Chalrman, a copy of this publlcatlon which you The reality is, however, that Australian women are still discrimi-
are able to circulate to members of the committee but thathated against in most aspects of their lives. That discrimination may
am not able to table it for general purposes. | am keen to doot be enshrined in law but is certainly entrenched in attitudes.
that. Through the work of the Government, the women of I believe that women in Australia are still too often seen by men
South Australia are being given the opportunity to play a‘gs being primarily sex objects or mother figures—stereotypes instead

- 2, . f individuals, dependents instead of equals.
much greater role in decision making and consequently tQ , . .
have a greater influence on the future of South Australia. Don Dunstan’s words, of course, remind us that we still have

a long way to go as we approach a new millennium. Again,
Additional Departmental Advisers: Labor is leading the way. We havg embraced a 35 per cent
' ) ) guota for women candidates for winnable seats. Already the
Ms Carmel O’Loughlin, Director, Office of the Status of gouth Australian Labor Party has better than one-third of
Women. women in its State parliamentary ranks.
Ms Julie Baker, Assistant Director, Office of the Status of The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You could not get Carmen
Women. Lawrence—
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Mr CLARKE: You wait, Minister. We have better than Mrs Geraghty interjecting:
one-third of women in State parliamentary ranks, with Labor The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That was a recommendation
women winning the past three State by-elections. But wef the review of the Office for the Status of Women. It may
must not rest until we achieve at least 50 per cent of womenot have been proceeded with, but the analysis was sound and
legislators in Parliaments across Australia, and that is thi¢is one that has been received across Government as a whole
commitment of the Labor Party, the Leader of the Laborfrom the State basis. It was found in South Australia that
Party, myself, and the Leader of the Opposition in thethere was no analysis of programs. There was a list of things

Legislative Council, Carolyn Pickles. that were undertaken by various departments, but without
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Why are you leading for the some analysis one did not really have an anchor on which to
Opposition? You cannot even put a woman up— make judgments about the effectiveness of those programs.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The Committee will Certainly, an assessment that was made showed that there
please come to order. The member for Ross Smith has tiveas little practical regard for the initiative within
floor. Government. We have decided, and, as | say, it was a

Mr CLARKE: Thank you for your protection, Mr Acting deliberate decision of the Government, to work with the
Chairman. | am not used to the rough handling that one getSffice for the Status of Women and Treasury to do the
in the Legislative Council. What intrigues me is the ratherbenchmarking assessment of various Government depart-
pig-headed observation by the Minister when she questionedents and to look in detail at those projects. | see no reason
why | lead for the Opposition. | happen to be the Deputywhy women, in terms of being taken equally seriously in
Leader of the Labor Party in this State. For the Minister'sGovernment as customers but also as an agency of
information, | should have thought that the fact that theGovernment, should not be part of the same benchmarking
Deputy Leader of a major political Party in this State process that is happening, whether it is in industrial relations
addresses such issues of concern to women would have beanin health, or whatever, to assess the value and quality of
regarded as a mark of respect and a sign that the Labor Pagiyograms that we are delivering. That initiative is not a token
has a higher regard than the Liberal Party for women irgesture to women, as was the women’s budget, but it will
Australia. It is simply no more or no less with respect to thathave sound, practical, long-term benefits.
matter, and in particular my own personal attitudes and Mr CLARKE: Isthatayes orano? | know | risk another
commitment to the raising of the status of women in ourfive minutes of nothing being said, but will the Minister
society. But without any further ado, and if the Minister will supply that information or not?
cease her provocations, | will go to the questions. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | think the Deputy Leader said

| refer the Minister to page 337 of the Program Esti-the question was on notice, and when | have had an oppor-
mates—and as these questions are statistical in nature | woutlghity to look at it | will make up my mind.
ask the Minister to take them on notice, unless she can reel Mr CLARKE: So itis a maybe?
the statistics off straight away—where encouragement of The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is exactly what | said: when
positive outcomes for women from Government services i$ have seen the question, we will look at what is involved.
listed as a broad objective. What specific budget allocations Mr CLARKE: In relation to the budget allocations for
have been made across all Government—departmental apdograms specifically benefiting women, in respect of which
agencies—for programs specifically benefiting women? tepartments and agencies is the Minister satisfied that those
could list them all, but | am sure the Minister will not need budget allocations are adequate to meet women’s needs?
me to read them out in detail. They are all GovernmenfAnd, in relation to the budget allocations for programs
departments and agencies. The Minister for the Status @pecifically benefiting women, in respect of which depart-
Women has in my view, once again, neglected to preparments and agencies is the Women’s Advisory Council
what was known under the previous Government as theatisfied that those budget allocations are adequate to meet
women’s budget. The women'’s budget highlighted the rangezomen’s needs?
of Government programs which directly or indirecty = The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Women’s Advisory
improved women’s welfare or status. It was a useful docuCouncil is meeting progressively with Ministers and the
ment which encouraged each department to fully consider theremier to address programs generally, but in the nature of
impact of Government programs and services upon womeithe benchmarking arrangements | have outlined. The Deputy

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, | will look at the question Leader is back in the old days of this State and the way things
when | have received it and the list of agencies, but it is notvere done then. Things are being done differently today;
a whim of mine, it was a deliberate decision. | took note ofthere is more in-depth assessment of the value of programs,
the Federal Labor Government that decided to get rid of itend not simply seeing how much money is spent. A different
women’s budget and | understand that each State is alsorangement is in place, and the Office for the Status of
assessing the value of the women'’s budget. It is a bit lik&¥omen, the Women’s Advisory Council and | have been
many of the Labor policies of the past: they started off asnvolved in discussions and assessments with all agencies.
good initiatives but they got tired and did not keep up with  If the Deputy Leader wishes me to provide more

the times— information without dismissing the time or effort, | will
Mrs GERAGHTY: The Federal Government has not gotprovide such information. The Government requires ac-
rid of the women’s budget. countability by departments for their activities in implement-

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The Minister has ing appropriate policies for women. | indicated earlier it was
the floor. The member for Torrens will have her chance in alecided not to proceed with the women'’s budget in its earlier
minute. form. We are undertaking this joint study to develop and

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That was a decision of a improve the reporting process. This study is being developed
review. It may have looked at introducing it again this yearwith individual agencies to improve the financial analysis of
but it certainly got rid of it the year before and we would Government spending on women’s services and programs,
be— rather than having aad hoclist of projects.
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An invitation has been extended to key agencies, includinfrom the budget of the Office for the Status of Women but
human services and infrastructure departments to participabeom the Department for Industrial Affairs. The centre has
with the Office for the Status of Women in the developmentbeen given prop-up funds by Ministers who wished to do it
of this new approach. Officers of the Department of Treasur§rom time to time for various purposes. One time the money
and Finance are contributing to the revised arrangements.d¢ame from the Hon. Frank Blevins before an election, and
is intended that the upgraded arrangements will be complanost recently the funds have come from the Hon. Graham
mentary to other initiatives under way across Governmeningerson, for reasons that he can explain. It is not money that
including the review of Commonwealth and State servicd voted or agreed to. The amount of money that has consis-
provisions, which is proceeding as part of the reform procestently come from the Office for the Status of Women has
of the Council of Australian Governments. It is that COAG been $215 000. There has been no difference in this
response that has seen all Governments look at the way {Bovernment’s allocation to the Working Women'’s Centre
which they will assess and publish these programs in theéhrough the Office for the Status of Women than there was
future. This project will be completed by late 1995, so theran the allocation of the former Labor Government. There is
will be time to prepare more detailed financial reporting onno difference at all.
the whole of Government performance on the Status of Mr CLARKE: The fact of the matter is that the Working
Women budget in respect of the 1996-97 financial year. Women'’s Centre is $50 000 short. The centre actually does

Mr CLARKE: | have a supplementary question. At the things for women. Overwhelmingly they are from a non-
risk of further regurgitation from the teleprompter, is the English speaking background, they are non-unionists, and
Minister saying that she has already had qualitative analysthey work in a power relationship in which there is absolutely
done on Government programs and their impact on womemo equality or bargaining power with their employers. The
and will she provide that information? Working Women’s Centre has produced a number of

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | indicated that this study is booklets, and the Minister attended various launches in her
developing such approaches. We are working with variouime in Opposition, which have done a positive amount of
departments. It is not ready, otherwise | would have producedood for working women in this State.
it for this Committee. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have no quarrel with any of

Mr CLARKE: And you will produce it when itis ready? that.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: If the honourable member Mr CLARKE: How can you, as Minister for the Status
would listen rather than grandstand, he would know that bf Women, sit at a Cabinet table, cop a situation and so easily
indicated that it would be completed by late 1995. roll over when a centre which is actually doing things, not

Mr CLARKE: The recurrent funding for the Working sitting around a table exchanging notes or pleasantries, has
Women'’s Centre under the Labor Government was $265 00850 000 taken away from it. If you were worth your salt as
per annum. When the centre was transferred to the Depam-Minister, it would have had its funding restored to at least
ment for Industrial Affairs from the Minister for the Status the level of last year. What will the Minister do about it?
of Women, the annual budget was cut back to $215 000, so The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have done exactly as did the
the Minister will have $50 000 in annual funding for the former Minister who was responsible to the Premier for the
Women’s Advisory Council. Meanwhile a review of the Office for the Status of Women and who had the budget
Working Women'’s Centre has made clear that an annuaksponsibility or who made the recommendations, that is, in
budget of the order of $285 000 would be optimal funding forproviding $215 000 through the Office for the Status of
that centre. Will the Office for the Status of Women beWomen. | have done exactly what the former Minister did for
returning the $50 000 worth of recurrent funding to theexactly the same reasons as the honourable member just
Working Women’s Centre, which was deducted from itsoutlined, because those programs are important and the
budget when the centre was moved to Industrial Affairs7unding from the Office for the Status of Women has not
What was the rationale for cutting the budget of the Workingoeen cut: it is exactly the same. | do not know what you are
Women’s Centre? What is the social background of thepanicking about or what you are doing.
clients of the Working Women'’s Centre? Mr CLARKE: There is 1.5 staff who cannot be employed

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: A basic assumption has to be and a lot of valuable work that cannot be done for working
corrected here. The honourable member said that theomen.

Working Women'’s Centre received $265 000 per annum. It The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am not sure whether the
has received $215 000 for many years. It received an extdf@onourable member was in Parliament at the time, but |
$50 000 as a political gesture by a desperate Labaremind him that it was the former Labor Government that left
Government just before the 1993 election. | have seen the little bit of a problem for this State to deal with. It has
correspondence from the former Treasurer (Hon. Frankneant that some budgets have had to be cut quite severely by
Blevins) providing this election boost of $50 000. In no way some millions of dollars. This incorporated association has
can it be said that the centre received $265 000 per annuroontinued to be funded at the same level by the Office for the
That year— Status of Women as it was funded by the former Premier. |

Mr CLARKE: They got it last year, too, under your lot. see no reason to apologise. | think the Office for the Status

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Not from the Office for the of Women and | should be congratulated for maintaining the
Status of Women. They received $215 000. The Workindgunding level, notwithstanding the pressures we inherited
Women’s Centre received a further $50 000 from thefrom the Labor Government.

Treasurer just before the 1993 election. For that half year This money was negotiated and moved from the Premier
period the centre’s allocation, voted through Parliament andnd Cabinet lines to my responsibility. There were discus-
through the office, was $215 000. It received $215 000 fronsions with the Department of Industrial Affairs so that for last
the Office for the Status of Women budget last financial yearyear and for next financial year the money will come through
and they will receive it this financial year. In this current the Office for the Status of Women and go to the Department
financial year, the centre will receive a $50 000 boost, nobf Industrial Affairs. When all that was negotiated, the
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Director on 11 April wrote to me indicating that there hadinitially on the Government sector and progressively will be
been discussions with the management of the Workingvorking with the private sector in this regard.
Women'’s Centre. It was agreed that the base grant for next Agencies have been nominating members to Government
financial year (1994-95) would be $215 000, because that wdmards and committees. Before they do so, they are required
the level of funding to which the Liberal Party had made ato consult the register. Since December 1993, approximately
commitment prior to the State election. Any further submis-400 women have completed a breakthrough application
sions could be made by the centre for an increase in fundingegistering their interest; in November 1993 the representa-
It agreed to the base level of grant of $215 000. We providetion of women on Government boards and committees was
that base level of grant, and it was the same base level that t2&.5 per cent; and as at mid-May 1995 the figure was 26.4
Premier, as the Minister for the Status of Women, hager cent. We have also developed an executive search
provided. | see no reason for a fuss. As | said, theconsultancy because it has become apparent that, for a
organisation should be jolly relieved that the Office for thenumber of level 1 boards, women have not been wishing to
Status of Women has been able to maintain its commitmengut their names on the register so that it is referred to by
as it has in the past. Government boards, committees and Ministers; they expect
The CHAIRMAN: | draw the attention of the Committee to be searched out as they would for any other position if they
to the time. | ask members to refrain from the use of supplewere seeking to change jobs.
mentary questions unless really necessary. Therefore, we have engaged Jane Jeffries as a consultant
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have not quite finished my to undertake that executive research. The women contacted

answer, Mr Chairman. It should be known that, while theSaid that they definitely were not prepared to put themselves
Office for the Status of Women has maintained its funding®n @ general register; they wanted to be interviewed for the
at $215000 (the same level as when we came int@articular purpose and they did not want certain information
government), an extra $50 000 was provided by Franin the record to be part of a general computer search
Blevins as Treasurer before the last election. A furthe@rrangement or breakthrough. This initiative has been well

$50 000 was provided to match that sum by the Minister fofeceived by women concerned. A number of appointments
Industrial Affairs for this financial year. from that executive search has been made already by

In terms of next financial year, it is a matter for the Government,_it has been well received_by Ministers and it has
Working Women's Centre to again negotiate with thebeen agoqd investment fortaxpayers interms of the develop-
Department for Industrial Affairs. In the meantime, memberdT€nt of skills of women in this State on high level boards.
should be aware that special payments in 1993-94 from the Mrs PENFOLD: My question again refers to the Program
Government included a one-off grant of $100 000, on top ofStimates, page 337. 1 note in the program description of the
the $50 000 it received as an election perk to assist in thegff'Ce for the Status of Women that the Women's Advisory

relocation of its premises to Norwich Centre—and we ar ounpil is undertaking rural consultations. Will th'e Minister
talking about an incorporated association. dC?)SuCg::ti)leintir'::ir?aiﬂgLerZISyg]e?rge by the Women's Advisory
N Mr CLARKE: Your Minister was quite happy to open it. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Women's Advisory
€ you suggegtlng— . . . Council was given four areas on which to focus its efforts
. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am not arguing: | am just initially because we wanted to ensure that we achieved
highlighting the fact— ; . . outcomes from the work, time and investment that the women
Mr CLARKE: Don't say it is a bribe then. You are ptinto the new Women’s Advisory Council. The areas to be
offensive all the time. examined were women and representation, women and the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The $50 000 was no doubt an economy, women and Vi0|ence, and women in rural and
election bribe. If the honourable member would like to Seq'egiona| areas. All these issues are being exp|0red, but a
the Treasurer’s correspondence | can provide it to him. | arajor effort has been concentrated on women in rural and
sure he would find it |"Um|nat|ng Further to those amOUntSregiona| areas for a Variety of reasons: not 0n|y the drought
of $50 000, $100 000 and $215 000 the Government agreeghd the nature of farming life but the fact that there has been
to pay for the lease of the Norwich Centre office and thisa trend for younger people to leave country areas, making
Government has continued to pay that also. There is no backider women responsible for so much of the assistance on
down on that. In October 1993 the Government provided #arms and in small business and also for the community
private plated vehicle to replace the existing vehicle. So, thgector. This is of major concern to the Government, as it
Government and taxpayers have been particularly generoyguld be to all members of Parliament.
and there has been no diminution in this last financial year in The Women's Advisory Council has had regiona|
the Government effort; it has been the same effort as thafonsultations on the West Coast and in the Riverland. It goes
provided by the former Government. to the South-East next week, and there will be further
Mrs PENFOLD: I refer to Program Estimates (page 337). consultations throughout the coming financial year. As |
The Government has an objective to achieve 50 per cemidicated earlier with regard to the Passenger Transport
representation of women on Government boards anBoard, when discussing transport brokerage schemes,
committees by the year 2000. What progress has been magtainsport access has constantly been highlighted. It is
in that area? apparent that the Government must do more to encourage
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The establishment of the innovative moves in that respect. It is important that the
breakthrough register is an initiative of this administration toGovernment and the community as a whole should look at
assist the Government to achieve its target of 50 per cemtccess to ease the burden and pressures on the lot of women
representation of women on Government boards anth country areas. The transport brokerage scheme relies on
committees by the year 2000. The register comprises funding through local government and HACC, and we can
comprehensive list of women who are willing to serve onlook at expanding that program. The Office for the Status of
Government boards and committees. We have concentrat¥domen, the Women’s Advisory Council and the Passenger
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Transport Board are working to that outcome, and | applautyietnamese, Greek, Italian and Spanish expertise. We also
that effort. | am looking for early recommendations so thathave an Aboriginal representative. There is not a specific area
we can start to provide some positive benefits to women inf expertise other than that cultural background.

the community arising from their feedback so that they know Ms STEVENS: | refer to page 337 of the Program
that the Government is not only listening but able to respondEstimates. | draw the Minister’s attention to the second broad

Mrs PENFOLD: As a supplementary question, have theobjective, namely, to provide effective and balanced policy
needs of women coming to the city for health reasons, suchdvice on the issues and concerns of women in South
as breast cancer, been assessed? Australia. | will refer to two policy decisions that | believe

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am aware that is being are of concern to women and inquire how the Minister
assessed by the Minister for Health. | can provide a morenanages this role in Cabinet. First, in the health portfolio, in
detailed response for the honourable member. The matter heedation to disabilities services, we know that the major
been raised by the Women’s Advisory Council, and théburden for the care of disabled people falls into the hands of
Minister for Health will be the next Minister to meet the many women. Many of those women are on their own
council. The Ministers for Family and Community Servicesbecause their marriages and partnerships have broken down
and for Environment and Natural Resources met the councilecause of the strain of caring for a disabled person.

a few weeks ago. | will get those details for the honourable Many of these women are aged in their 60s and 70s, and
member. there is even one that we know of in her 90s, caring for

Mrs PENFOLD: My third question again relates to page children who are in there 30s, 40s and 50s and who are
337 of the Program Estimates. The Women’s Switchboarthtellectually disabled. We know that women are the people
has been a vital part of the provision of services to Southvho suffer most in relation to health policy in this area.
Australian women. Will the Minister describe what actionis The second area relates to Family and Community
being taken to ensure that the switchboard will continue t&ervices where, again, women bear the brunt as the leaders
meet the present and future needs of women? of families—single mothers, women in poverty, and women

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: A draft report has been fleeing from domestic violence situations. | want to know
prepared. Itis with the Director of the Office of the Status ofwhat your policy advice was to the Minister for Health and
Women now in terms of the review of the Women’s the Minister for Family and Community Services in relation
Information Switchboard. The goal is to ensure that thdo the cuts that have been applied to those areas that have
service does meet the current and future needs of Soutireatly affected the lives of women in our community?
Australian women. The review was undertaken by a consult- The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have a number of roles. One
ant, Miranda Rowe. She had the benefit of a support groujis the Minister for the Status of Women; another as a member
The Director may be able to add more on the support groumf Government trying to deal with the inherited debt mess.

Ms O’Loughlin: People had been involved with the So we have—
switchboard for quite a while, including representatives from Members interjecting:
the women'’s switchboard support group, representatives from The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: A week is a long time in
the older women'’s council, staff volunteers and women withpolitics, | understand, but somehow for some reason, and
special expertise in information technology. A diverse ranggossibly for good reason, you want to forget 18 months ago.
of women worked toward a consensus model of what th&o we are dealing—
switchboard should look like coming into the next millen-  Members interjecting:
nium. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The whole community—

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | understand that that report ~ The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The Committee will
is in draft form. There are a few facts and figures thecome to order. The Minister has the floor.
consultant needs from the Office of the Status of Women. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | heard the question in silence.
The finally form coming to me would be used for further It is amazing when you provide an answer they do not like
discussion with that representative reference group. This ikiey have to interject.
very important today, with all the new technologies available Mr Clarke interjecting:
and with the wide range of women’s and community groups. The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The member for Ross
A wider range of options is available now for women to Smith is out of order.
access than was the case when the Women’s Information The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: They do have a short memory.
Switchboard was first set up. We must look at how we workJust 18 months ago the people of South Australia got rid of
with those groups to ensure that women have the benefit dfabor—and for good reason.
the latest technologies, have confidence in using them, and Mr Clarke interjecting:
know that the services provided are up to date in terms of the The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The member for Ross
information through this system. A lot of work is to be done Smith is out of order.
in this area. We have to look at the resources required to meet The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is not too hard. We are
those expectations and that is what the consultant angiaking the decisions that the community expects us to make
reference group have been undertaking. The funds for thend we continue to be well advanced in the role.

Women’s Information Switchboard are about $300 000 for Members interjecting:
this and next financial year. The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mrs PENFOLD: With the problems of relocation in the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Women and children will
country regions a great need exists for mental health advisinguffer as long as the debt in this State remains high and we
Is a mental health expert available through the Women'sontinue to spend $900 million of taxpayers’ money in
Information Switchboard? interest rates alone.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Not directly engaged by the Ms Stevens interjecting:

Women’s Information Switchboard. They have several The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Reallocation—from what?
information officers with language-based expertise, including Members interjecting:
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! Members interjecting:
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, you took it from South The ACTING CHAIRMAN:  Order!
Australians and you put it towards the State Bank debt. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: She certainly does not

remember any political history or even wish to be associated
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for with past Government policies. Th_e caregivers policy is_or_1e
Ross Smith is out of order ) ’ on w_hlch Fhe Caregivers Association of S_outh Aust_ralla is
. g . working with the Government, and we are implementing this
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That was a great reallocation jicy It will raise awareness about carers, ensure adequate

Mr Clarke interjecting:

of resources, sg do pot .talk to me about reallocation! supports are in place for carers—
Ms Stevens interjecting: The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! As the time for
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The member for consideration of this vote has expired, | declare the examin-
Elizabeth is out of order. ation completed.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am one of three Ministers
working diligently on the implementation of our caregivers
policy, and that has the support of the—

Ms Stevens interjecting:

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! ADJOURNMENT

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: She is a junior member of this
Parliament. She will learn some courtesies one day, one At 10 p.m. the Committee adjourned until Thursday 22
would hope. June at 11 a.m.




