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in the Estimates of Receipts and Payments (printed paper No.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 9) and reference may be made to other documents, including

Program Estimates and Information and last year’s Auditor-

Thursday 29 June 1995 General's Report. Members must identify a page number or

the program in the relevant financial papers from which their

ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B questions are derived. | remind the Minister that there is no
formal facility for the tabling of documents before the

N(ﬁh: llrénea::rr(.er Committee; however, documents can be supplied to the Chair

for distribution to the Committee. The incorporation of

Members: material inHansardis permitted on the same basis as applies

Mr M.R. Buckby in the House of Assembly; that is, that it is purely statistical
Mr K.O. Foley and limited to one page in length. All questions are to be

Mrs R. Geraghty directed to the Minister and not to the Minister's advisers.
Mrs J.L. Hall The Minister may refer questions to advisers for a response.
Mr J.A. Quirke For the benefit of departmental officers, a diagram showing

facilities to them is available from the Attendants and at the
rear of the Chamber. | also advise that for the purpose of the
Committee there will be some freedom allowed for television
coverage by allowing a short period of filming from the
northern gallery. All television stations have been advised by
the Speaker of the procedure to be followed.

I now declare the proposed payments open for examin-

Mr I.H. Venning

The Committee metat 11.5 a.m.

Mines and Energy, $20 771 000 ation and refer members to pages 136 to 139 in the Estimates
of Receipts and Payments and to pages 371 to 384 in the
Witness: Program Estimates and Information. Minister, do you wish
The Hon. D.S. Baker, Minister for Mines and Energy andto make a brief opening statement?
Minister for Primary Industries. The Hon. D.S. Baker: Yes, Mr Chairman. | appreciate
the cooperation that we have had in the Mines and Energy
Departmental Advisers: Department from the Opposition in the past 12 months. We
Mr A.J. Andrejewskis, Chief Executive Officer, Depart- do keep them briefed on all occasions and the officers are
ment of Mines and Energy. very happy to do that. The shadow Minister has been on most
Mr I.C. Dixon, Deputy Chief Executive. of the outback expeditions that we have been on and it works
Mr P.A. Bleckly, Manager, Administration and Financial very well. In the past | have complimented the previous
Services. Administration on starting up the South Australian Explor-
Mr C.M. Horn, Director, Minerals. ation Initiative and we have just celebrated the one millionth
Mr R.A. Laws, Director, Petroleum. kilometre flown in South Australia. It is acknowledged
Mr T.C. Welsh, Director, Corporate Services. throughout the world that we are at the leading edge of that,
Mr X.P. Sibenaler, Acting Director, Groundwater and and it has been a very good initiative. Our total royalties in
Environmental Services. this State are some $53 million which, compared with those
Mr J.W. Fargher, Acting Director, Resource Processingf Western Australia which are worth some $400 million,
and Marketing. shows that we have a long way to go, but this initiative is
Mr P. Tsiros, Acting Director, Energy Division. going to be very good for us in the future and it is a long-term

non-political issue when it comes to developing South

The CHAIRMAN: The hearings are relatively informal. Australia.
If the Minister undertakes to supply information at a later  The practice will be that | have instructed the officers to
date, it must be in a form suitable for insertionHiansard  answer the questions as briefly as possible; we will take on
and two copies must be submitted to the Clerk of the Houseotice anything that needs a detailed answer; and we will
of Assembly no later than Friday 14 July. | will allow the lead endeavour to answer as many questions as we can. | will be
speaker for the Opposition and the Minister to make arallowing the officers to answer the questions rather than me
opening statement of about 10 minutes. There will be decause | may go on for too long.
flexible approach to giving the call for questions based on The CHAIRMAN: Does the member for Playford care
about three questions per member and alternating from side make a brief opening statement?
to side. There has been a practice of allowing supplementary Mr QUIRKE: Yes, Mr Chairman. It is not my custom
guestions so that a member can pursue a particular line, bgenerally to make opening statements but in this area | think
of late some members have tended to ask four or fivéhatitis essential to note a few things. In the past 12 months
guestions. That will no longer be permitted. As | saidwe have seen three executive officers running Mines and
yesterday, the art is to frame a question in such a way that tHenergy South Australia. We had Ross Fardon, who left
information that is sought is obtained. around September or October last year and who gave

Subject to the convenience of the Committee, a membezxemplary service for the people of South Australia, and we
who is outside the Committee but who desires to ask a&ecognised that here in the Estimates Committee last year. |
guestion will be permitted to do so once the line of questionwould like to pass on my remarks to Ross at some stage in the
ing on an item has been exhausted by the Committee. Afuture. He played a pivotal role at a very crucial time in terms
indication to the Chair in advance from the member outsidef developing mines in South Australia. Coming into the
the Committee who wishes to ask a question is necessatyreach was lan Dixon. Over the months we got together on
Questions must be based on lines of expenditure as revealadnumber of occasions through the good graces of the
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Minister. | thank lan for the work he did in that time. Ross Government. A very good working relationship is developing
left the department in very capable hands during lan’s tima&nd there is a great opportunity to develop and extend further
there, and | now welcome Mr Andrejewskis. | met him somethe opal mining leases at Mintabie and also to consider other
weeks ago here and he has carried on in the some tradition asneral potential throughout the Pitjantjatjara lands. That will
Ross Fardon and lan Dixon. | look forward to working with benefit that community and the rest of the State. While most
him further. of the issues have not totally evaporated, they have been
The Opposition in South Australia understands theeduced because of the good communication links being built
necessity for getting product to market. We understand thbetween the two groups.
necessity for development in the minerals area in South Mr QUIRKE: Could the Minister or his officers tell us
Australia and we are committed to that development. The pasihen the new opal mining legislation (I am not sure what the
12 months have been particularly profitable, and one of thetle of that Act will be) is likely to come into Parliament?
areas about which | will be questioning will involve the Can he give us the time frame for that? By way of edification
Minister’s putting down on the record some of the positivefor honourable members present, that issue has been the
developments that have taken place up in the Pitjantjatjareubject of a series of discussions over the past four or five
lands area. On our recent trip up there we started to see tigonths between the Opposition, the Government and the
fruit of many years of work in that area. | will give the department. A number of people, particularly in the Mintabie
Minister the opportunity to put on the record the good workregion, have asked when they can expect to see the legisla-
that is happening in the Pitjantjatjara lands. The Minister mayion, which will liberate them and enable them hopefully to
like to mention some of the developments up there such asxplore in a far more vigorous way, through the ODLs which
the Chrysophase development and some of the other minirgte part of that legislation, for more opal product.
ventures that look as though they may be getting off the The Hon. D.S. Baker:| will hand that question over to
ground in those areas and outline the work that has been dofg Dixon.
with the Aboriginal council up there in solving some of the  \1; Dixon: As the member for Playford said, the Opal
problems with respect to Mintabie. Mining Act has been under investigation and development for
The Hon. D.S. Baker:It has been fruitful, as the honour- gometime. We are now at the stage where we have had a
able member said. We have taken it upon ourselves to ask fgyy engthy series of consultations with the miners at
be invited to the Pitjantjatjara lands council meetings, whiche g gper Pedy and with other groups around the State, with
are held every two months. We fly to Umuwa to attend thexy,rigingj groups, and everyone involved, including pastoral

council r.”ee“”gs- We are at the stage where we are forminggsees. We are now at the stage of bringing all that consulta-
a committee of three from the Mines Department and threg,, together to finalise the situation. We expect to put

from the Pitjantjatjara_lands council to discuss furtherg,mething to the Minister within the next week or two. That

probrl1ems in that area. There are significant social problemsy; take into account all the input that we have received from
We have managed to get, with t.he department's he[p: e Opposition, from miners, and so on, and it will bring that
couple of Chrysophase leases being developed. We Visitgggather in a package that we can put to the Government.

them in the far north-west comer of South Australia on the,,efyly, it will then be forwarded to the House for debate.
border of the Northern Territory and Western Australia. .. QUIRKE: | want now to turn to petroleum explor-

There is some potential there for the Aboriginal community__. X .

! . L - tion. Could we have an update on what is happening onshore
toreap some benefit from IF' Aga_m, in the Mines D(_epartmen d offshore in respect of that very important part of mining
we are keeping an overseeing brief to ensure that, if they neeadgtivity?

any assistance from us to ensure that what they find is .
mgrketed adequately, we are there to help and not to)?nterfere. The Hon. D.S. Baker:| will ask Bob Laws to answer that
There are a lot of social problems around the township ofuestion. . o
Mintabie, and everyone knows that the future of that town- Mr Laws: Expenditure on petroleum exploration in the
ship is in the discussion phase at present. In the past spalendar year 1995 in South Australia is estimated to be
foundation for the committee to go on and work throughincrease on last year, when $45 million was spent. The
some expansion of Mintabie, with the concurrence of thénajority of the increases this year will be due to some
Pitjantjatjara lands people. It is of benefit to them. Mr DixonOffshore drilling. Two wells are proposed for Gulf St Vincent
will bring the Committee up to date on that matter. for later this year. Importantly,_ a well is about to start on
Mr Dixon: As the Minister said, we have always had al July south-west of Robe in the Otway Basin with
good working relationship with the people in the PitjantjatjaraSAGASCO Resources as the operator. There is considerable
the State. However, a number of issues over the years have In addition, up in the Cooper Basin Santos is accelerating
been simmering, for example, Mintabie and the possiblés exploration activities this year because its exploration
extension of that location as a mining opportunity. We havdicences expire in 1999 and it wishes to ensure that it finds as
seen a reduction in mining activity in that area. much petroleum before then as it possibly can. The Cooper
Last year, with the more recent support of the member foBasin producers will spend something like $50 million in the
Playford, the Minister mentioned very strongly the bipartisariCooper Basin.
support for improving relationships and trying to get more  Additional work is also being carried out on the onshore
activity in the Pitjantjatjara lands. One of the difficulties is Otway Basin which is preparing for drilling next year. This
the large time between meetings and the time it takes to degkar, between 45 and 50 per cent of all onshore exploration
with the Aboriginal community in that area. The formation in Australia will occur in South Australia. We cannot say that
of teams from our side and with the Aboriginal people hador the offshore activity in respect of which we are only
meant that we will be able to proceed matters much fasteminor players compared to the North West Shelf, but we hope
They have seen a very positive response from both sides & increase that in future.
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The Hon. D.S. Baker: | received an invitation this Mr Fargher: They are planning a major event. That
morning to visit the Sophia Jane well, which is just off Robe,seminar will be part of Resources Week, which is planned in
and | will do that during one of my very frequent visits to the a preliminary way at this stage and is still subject to executive
electorate. approval of the program. It will occur in December 1996, and

Mr VENNING: On page 378 of the Program Estimates,although that is 18 months away it needs that much lead time.
the very first item in the program description—I appreciatdt will include school visits to industries such as Adelaide
that priority—under the policy of natural resources and theBrighton Cement and Quarry Industries to help the wider
program sector of water resources, relates to a project tonderstanding of what the industry is about at the school
evaluate groundwater resources and to improve understanditeyel. It will have a two day learned type of seminar where
of groundwater systems. The unavailability of water ispapers will be presented at the Convention Centre. There will
constraining irrigation developments in key irrigation arease a demonstration at the Investigator Science Centre which
of the State, including the Barossa Valley. What is thewill turn itself over to a major exhibit based on mineral
department doing to make more groundwater available? resources and resource processing industries during that time,

Mr Sibenaler: With reference to the Barossa Valley, the and we expect Mines Department staff to man special
department, in conjunction with the Department of Environ-demonstrations and displays at the Investigator Science
ment and Natural Resources and the Department of Prima§entre.

Industries, has just completed the second year of a three year The week will conclude with the St Barbara’s Day major
program of investigations in the Barossa Valley. Two keyevent on the Friday, which has now become something of a
elements of these investigations are the reassessment of faedmark event for the industry to get together and meet both
water availability and an evaluation of the potential of Government and private sectors while they commemorate the
enhancing replenishment to the aqua system. Other optiopsissing of St Barbara, the patron saint of mining. So, there
that need to be assessed or evaluated to make more waief program for a whole week incorporating that seminar
available in the Barossa Valley include the building of awhich looks at schools and education. The general
reservoir in the North Para catchment, using the unusedommunity can go to the Investigator Science Centre and
capacity in that infrastructure to shift water from the Murrayserious academic papers will be presented at the seminar
River into the Berri region, and the possibility of using itself.

effluent from Bolivar. The Hon. D.S. Baker:We have a schools program within

A study to identify the Barossa’s most likely water needsMines and Energy, and the officer, John Mignone, in fact
over the next 50 years and preparation of a plan to meet thogmes around through the Education Department visiting
needs has recently been commissioned. This study, which &hools, highlighting the good news on mining and what it
partly funded through the Barossa Economic Developmeris doing for the State and the economy generally. In fact, last
Board, is being undertaken by a consultant and overseen lyygar 37 000 students listened to him putting forward the
the North Para Water Resource Committee, which, by thdepartmental views on mining and the benefits to South
way, has been instrumental in getting the department tédustralia. This ties in with what is going on here as the
initiate these investigations. Similar programs are beingducation program.
undertaken in the Clare region, in the Willunga region andin  Mr QUIRKE: The Opposition would like to know about
the South-East where groundwater is required for furthethe Great Australian Bight sanctuary. In specific terms, we
development of irrigation. would like to be assured the conjugal activities between

Mr VENNING: When is that study due to be released?whales at the relevant time of the year will not be disturbed

Mr Sibenaler: It will be completed in September 1996, by any kind of noisy mining activity in that general region,
and the report will be done within two or three months of thator is it the view of the Government that the whales are
date, so it will be ready by the end of next year. intelligent enough to find a quiet place for these activities?

Mr BUCKBY: | also refer to page 378 and the issue of The Hon. S.J. Baker:Up until now my biggest problem
groundwater. Given public concern about the high demandsas been keeping them in the area that has been set aside, and
on groundwater by irrigators and spring water companies ihhave not looked into the other activities as yet. The compro-
the Mount Lofty Ranges, are any investigations under waynise the Government reached on this program got some
or planned to ensure sustainable development of this valuabtziticism in the media, but we are working very closely with
resource? the Federal Government. It is in the One Nation statement

Mr Sibenaler: The department is aware that the lack ofthat nothing will happen until a full economic study has been
information on groundwater quality and availability is done. Thatis in process now and 12 months has been allowed
constraining development in the Mount Lofty region. A to do that. During that time everything is closed to fishing,
program of investigation has, accordingly, been initiated. Thisnining and all other activities.
will involve an initial broad-brush inventory of groundwater ~ The standing of the consultancy group, which I think will
resources of the whole area followed by more detailedbe announced within the next month, I am sure will be
investigations to determine sustainable yield in one or twavelcomed once it has been officially announced. | think that
key catchment areas with the greatest development potentigiou can be assured that all aspects will be taken into con-
The long-term outcome of this investigation is the formationsideration—whether it should be ultimately a multi use park
of a water resources management plan for the whole regionr total exclusion zone and how big the buffer zone around

Mrs HALL: My question relates to resources develop-it should be. | can assure you that we are working very
ment (Program Estimates, page 382). Under the 1995-9@osely with the Federal Government on the matter and that
specific targets and objectives, there is a specific line that is comfortable with what is going on. In the intervening
refers to the conduct of a major resources seminar iperiod, | will make sure that | keep an eye on all activities
Adelaide. Can the Committee have some information aboutver there.
the seminar and what the department is looking for with  Mr QUIRKE: Could we have an update on the situation
respect to outcomes? regarding geophysical surveys that have been conducted in
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recent years in South Australia? In his opening statement, thie being undertaken and coordinated by the Attorney-General
Minister said that the one-millionth kilometre had beenon behalf of the Government.
flown. What progress has been made to identify important \we have kept in close contact with industry right through-
sources of wealth in South Australia? out this exercise. However, once the legislation is finally
Mr Horn: To date, the South Australian exploration agreed to and the regulations are in place, we are planning a
initiative has spent approximately $18 million, of which series of education processes to bring industry up to date as
$10.4 million has been spent on airborne geophysical surveyfar as what the State processes will be and how in actual fact
That includes the actual data acquisition, processing of there believe that the particular legislation and processes that
data, presentation and map production, and the overheatlave been agreed to will, | believe, give us a competitive
connected with that, such as hardware purchases ardlvantage in South Australia, certainly in working with
consultants. In its first year of operation (1992-93), theindustry in trying to overcome some of the issues. The
program spent $5.6 million; it spent a further $3.9 million inindications are that native title land in South Australia
1993-94; and $1.3 million in 1994-95. The contract aircraftcomprises only 6 per cent of the total State—probably even
have operated continuously throughout 1994-95, and wkess than that on recent indications. So we do not believe that
acquired 226 000 line kilometres of data. That has broughtis is a major issue that will impact on mining and explor-
the total data acquisition since we commenced to 1 millioration development within the State. It is one that we can work
line kilometres. through, and | think there is goodwill on both sides from
That survey now covers 37 per cent of the State. It igAboriginal groups and industry to do that. We are well
interesting to note that the total area covered by exploratioadvanced, and we are liaising very closely with industry on
licences now granted is also 37 per cent of the State. We ha{#@is issue.
seen a significant increase in exploration levels, the highest The Hon. D.S. Baker:To that end, | received a telephone
recorded since 1986, when $10.9 million was spent byall yesterday from the Hon. Chris Sumner, who has just been
exploration companies. Our current exploration expenditur@ppointed to the national Native Title Tribunal. He will be
proposed by companies stands at $35 million, significantlypased in Adelaide. Of course, the tribunal is a Federal body,
higher than two years ago. Another interesting point is thabut it will sit quite a bit initially in Western Australia. | have
there is a commitment of 65 000 metres of drilling: that isasked Mr Sumner to contact Andy at the Department of
usually a fairly good gauge of the extent of explorationMines and Energy to keep him briefed on what is going on.
activities. Attimes we will need clarification on matters, which he may
We have 100 companies engaged in mineral exploratiofe able to provide. That process is in train to help us to work
on 308 exploration licences. The main commodities that aréhrough this system. He intends to pay a courtesy call to the
being explored for are gold and gold copper but also diaChamber of Mines and Energy and the major mining
monds: we have seen a surge in diamond exploration activigompanies in South Australia. As we go through this
in the State. In 1994, $2.6 million was spent—a five-folduncertain process, we will try to pool as much knowledge as
increase over 1993. This increase in exploration activity caive can.
be attributed directly to the excellent airborne surveys andthe Mr VENNING: | refer to page 372 of the Program
data presentations that go with them. Unfortunately, at thigstimates. This State benefited by $52.5 million in royalties
time | cannot make any real announcement of new discovete the Consolidated Account during this budget period: a net
ies, but a number of very interesting prospects have begsositive result of $28.4 million for the State. How does that
identified from the surveys, and a number of those showompare with last year's figures, and what is the forecast?
potential for future development. Can the Minister add anything that will alert the State to
Mr QUIRKE: Native title legislation at both State and activity in that area?
Federal levels has raised a number of concerns with industry. The Hon. D.S. Baker:As | said in my opening statement,
What has the department done to communicate the import @he of the problems that exists in South Australia is that we
this legislation at both Commonwealth and State levels to theave only a small number of major mines compared with
industry? Western Australia. The total income for South Australia from
The Hon. D.S. Baker:As the honourable member knows, royalties of $53 million is far less than Western Australia.
this is avexedquestion. South Australia is one of the StatesThat is one of the reasons for the SAEI and, in the longer
that has got on with its act and done something about it to trjerm, there are some very good 10-year projects in the
to give some certainty to the mining industry, which is verypipeline to lift that. | will ask Peter Bleckly to go through the
nervous. As members would know, we lost a lot of explor-financial details.
ation initiative at that time. We think that we are nowina Mr Bleckly: As pointed out, the direct contribution to the
position to offer some certainty. | will ask lan Dixon to bring State budget by the department in 1995-96 will be
members up to date. $28.4 million. In comparison with the expected outcome for
Mr Dixon: | think six to eight weeks ago both Houses of 1994-95, we expect a figure of about $27.5 million. That
Parliament finally agreed to State legislation, as the Ministereflects a slight improvement despite a reduction in expected
indicated. Since then, we have been developing a set obyalties of about $1.5 million next year. Our net contribution
regulations to accompany the Mining Native Title Amend-to the budget will improve despite that because our draw on
ment Bill. We are currently at the stage of consulting withthe Consolidated Account during that time will go down by
industry in South Australia through the Chamber of Mines$2.6 million, largely as a result of a reduction in SAEI
and Energy and other interested parties to ensure that they aependiture next year. So, future trends will be largely
happy with those regulations. When those regulations haveependent on the success of current exploration programs in
been completed and agreed to, | understand that the entineaking new discoveries which lead to increased royalty
package (the legislation and the regulations) will be referredeceipts. As to expenditure, it depends on our future alloca-
to the Federal Government for the final seal of approval. Thaions over those years.
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Mr BUCKBY: | refer to line 25 of page 380 of the Mr QUIRKE: Could we have an upgrade as to what is
Program Estimates. What is the status of gas storage potentf@ppening in relation to the Western Mining/Olympic Dam
in the Adelaide Plains? operations and the evaporation ponds?

Mr Laws: Currently there is no natural gas storage in the  Mr Dixon: Ifthe honourable member wishes exact details
Adelaide area or indeed any underground storage in ar§Pout what is actually happening regarding the tailing system,
capital city of Australia. Gas storage near a city such a$ Should take the question on notice and we can refine in
Adelaide would enable peak demands for gas to be met mofx@ct detail what has happened, because there has been quite
economically than is currently the case, because currently fignificant further works there in the past six to 12 months
can be achieved only by adding more wells and compressigihich has been the result of some minor expansion work
facilities in Moomba, which is an expensive way of doing it Within Olympic Dam. When it first started, Olympic Dam had
if one can obtain gas storage as an alternative. It would als® output of copper of the order of 45 000 tonnes; over the
have the ability to smooth out peaks and lows betweeRast five years or so that has increased to the order of 80 000

seasonal demands and would add to the security of suppfignnes. Accordingly, there are some extra tailings required
and that would be important also. and there has to be some expansion of the storage facilities.

. . We have worked very closely with Western Mining to
_ Recently.the department deC|d_ed to look in the older rock nsure that correct proc)édures ¥1ave been put in pla(?e and
in the Adelaide area for the potential for storage. The youngel ;

rocks had had some intensive investigations some time ag at is happening at this time. We have had exira tailing
but we have identified an area of interest extending froéorages constructed or about to be constructed together with

Middle Beach to about Inkerman and extending across to t vaporation ponds. We can give you the exact details of what

Port Wakefield Road and the coast, where we think that th af] eactwglljygﬂasepreyner%gg%st ;Z)r;)?g\?;?gv(\a/itf? ugg\?grrt]r?]vei? I
sort of targets we need for gas storage would be present; th - :

: . ! encies—particularly ourselves and the Health
is, a porous reservoir at about a depth of 600 to 12000 metr eainn LS .

below the surface, sealed by impervious rocks. We hope th% cimrsn;stzlo: and everything is performing very well there
by releasing an information package on this area to intereste ge.

- . ' . Mr QUIRKE: | understand that the new ponds are bein
companies perhaps some |nvestmentW|IIoccur|nthefutur(gonstrgcted differently to the old ones aﬁd in fact thag[

in relation to finding areas for gas storage in the Adelaid : . -
area, because it does have the potential to reduce gas prigﬁgtnelrgi ﬁﬁ)ﬂﬁzdgt%ﬁzzure thatliquors will evaporate rather

o the consumer. . The Hon. D.S. Baker: We all know that there was a
Mrs HALL: | refer to page 384 of the Program Estimates.perceived problem there which was well handled by the
Can the Minister give us some specific details of the progressrevious Administration, and Western Mining has been
that has been made over the past 12 months and say Whalemplary in its rectifying that problem. It appeared to be a
steps are being taken in the future to ensure that women aggine water leak that was leaking into the underground aquifer
provided with equal opportunities in the Department of Minesyt, with a mooted expansion, some other tailings dams had
and Energy, particularly at senior management levels? g pe puilt. They are now being lined and they are being
The Hon. D.S. Baker:| thank the honourable member for constructed in the full knowledge of and under the indenture
her question and | will ask Tom Welsh to answer it as he hathat we have with Western Mining and the Federal Minister,
been conducting an in-depth study into what goes on in th8enator Collins, also is being kept informed at all times.
department. Mr QUIRKE: In terms of the expansion at Roxby, in

Mr Welsh: The department has had equal opportunity2NSWer to one of my _previous questions it was stated that
policies in place for some years now and has taken affirmaX0xby is now producing somewhere around about 80 000
tive action over a period of years, with the result that somdonnes. My understanding is that that figure is correct and that
very capable women have been recruited into the departmeit fact a small increase to 77 000 was the figure projected
and are now occupying some very senior and responsib@ome 18 or so months ago as being produced in the calendar
roles. Despite the fact that there are a relatively small numbefeéar 1995. The big thing for South Australia is the much
of women graduates in the geoscience areas, some 35 per cBHreé dramatic expansion which was proposed and which
of the department’s work force is now made up of womenwould effectively double the 1993 output, which | think was
and in some areas women occupants predominate over ma&gout 67 000 tonnes of copper, and a commensurate in-
occupants. Women have in fact been involved in some ke§réase—not a doubling—in the other minerals that are refined
efforts by the department; for example, they have represent gere. What are the latest developments in relation to that?
the department in recent overseas promotional program¥Vill Western Mining soon commit itself to the doubling of
Women have been participating in the management develog?at particular enterprise at Roxby Downs?
ment programs in the past year and, with the more formalised The Hon. D.S. Baker: Upon coming to government,
development programs that we are putting in place, | exped’i’he” an expansion was into the feasibility stage (as it still is),
that this trend will continue. the Government decided that a dedicated Minister should be

The Hon. D.S. Baker:We had a visit by three Russian in charge of these major mining projects and expansion of

geologists who spent two or three months in the departmerﬁuhem' That was to be the Minister for Mines and Energy. In

. ' ' . irn, lan Dixon has taken over that role to coordinate with all
323;2%\/:5 rlfl ?alllclta?r:gf;(;dqﬂ?tee y;'gfgf'zaﬁ% tv;/(;l:]\évcvhetgéother departments. They include th_e Departments of I_Environ-
doing a retljrn visit’ back to Russia because of that ment and Natural Resources, Aboriginal Affairs, Housing and
) T ) Urban Development, and Health. All those departments have
An honourable member interjecting: been brought together at executive officer level so that the
The Hon. D.S. Baker:Yes, but with equal opportunities dealings with the company are from the one office and the
there will be a choice of who goes, so you do not have tmne Minister. lan has done that very well. In all expansion

accept. and other major projects we are absolutely on line, and that
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one-stop shop has been well received by industry. | will gets lucky that we have the expertise to look at all avenues so
lan to bring the Committee up to date on where he is witlthat water can be reused.
Western Mining. Mr VENNING: Is there any extra capacity along the

Mr Dixon: Western Mining is currently looking at further Murray River elsewhere to enable a similar sort of project to
development of its operations at Olympic Dam and isbe conducted?
currently looking at upping the output to about 150 000 The Hon. D.S. Baker: The answer is ‘Yes,” and those
tonnes of copper from that operation. That amount wasptions are being investigated. Ultimately it comes down to
originally intended by the original environmental impacta bottom line of whether it is cost effective. Zac and the
statement that was done back in 1982. Western Mining isepartment have done a lot of work on looking at other
currently undertaking pre-feasibility studies. It is aimingreservoirs where water could be pumped in, where there is
eventually to make a final decision from the company inalready a resource and where at some other area in the aquifer
about March next year as far as a total commitment to thé& can be pumped out and used again. It is early days and very
expansion or ongoing development is concerned. visionary stuff. As yet it has not got a bottom line.

In line with that we have been working closely with the ~ Mr Sibenaler: Apart from the water from the Murray
company to look at various aspects of what is required if iRiver, we have been looking at the possibility of using storm
expanded to that quantity, particularly in the areas of watewater run-off to recharge the aquifer systems. Currently we
supply, and so on. A new bore field will need to be developedhave a trial at Andrews Farm, where stormwater is detained
if that is the case, and that is currently going through ann the wetland process, which improves the water. It is
amendment to the environmental impact statement processybsequently drained into the ground water system, which
which is being conducted by the Department of Housing andan then be used in summer or at other times for irrigation
Urban Development. purposes. We are changing storm water, which traditionally

Recently environmental guidelines were put out for publichas been regarded as waste, into a useful resource for
comment. We have just received those comments. Thigrigation and industrial purposes. We have Andrews Farm,
company will now respond to those guidelines and, withinNorthfield, The Paddocks and Green Fields, so we have four
several months, will provide a report, which again will be ontrials in progress.
the public record, with public comment being sought. We are  Mr BUCKBY: | refer to page 381 of the Program
aiming to have final assessment and the ability to look at &stimates. What effect is the native title legislation having on
water licence for a bore field B around September or Octobehe South Australian exploration initiative and the Broken
of this year. That will be a key element in looking at the Hill exploration initiative?
further ongoing development of that field. The Hon. D.S. Baker:ltis fair to say that the uncertainty

At this stage relationships are good. We are having someaused quite a hiccup at the time. It was a time when we had
very good relationships with Aboriginal groups in the areaquite a bit of SAEI material ready and when it was an oppor-
We are making good progress in that area. Mines and Enerdynity for the mining companies to go to other nations. In
is playing a key role working between the companies with thdact, South America became the flavour of the month. It was
Department of Aboriginal Affairs and with the Aboriginal most unfortunate and probably set us back 12 months while
groups. At this stage things are working well. We arethis was being sorted out. It may have a longer-term effect
progressing and, hopefully, if everything falls into place, thewhile we are going through it all because, once the mining
company will commit to that expansion in due course. companies have sat down and worked through it, most of it

Mr VENNING: | noticed the same line on ground water. has been plain sailing. It is the frightening them off and the
I am interested in the Strathalbyn area and the Milang storagdack of confidence that causes the problems.
lake, about which some very positive comments have been Mr Horn: The Native Title Act currently affects about 6
made. What can the Minister add to those public commentg®er cent or slightly less of South Australia. We estimate that

Mr Sibenaler: Strathalbyn and Clayton rely on Lake $3 million of committed expenditure has been deferred. So,
Alexandrina for their water supply. At times the lake becomeghe impact has not been great and, with the new legislation
toxic due to algal bloom problems. We are currently investi-and the negotiations that are currently taking place between
gating the possibility of storing the lake water in the adjoiningthe Aboriginal communities and the companies, this explor-
aquifer system and, when the lake becomes toxic, the watation expenditure will be committed over the next 12 months.
that has been stored in the ground water system will subse- Mrs HALL: | refer to page 378 of the Program Estimates,
quently be pumped into the system to supply Strathalbyn, andhich refers to ground water and environmental matters. |
the same principle will apply to Clayton. Results to date areefer specifically to urban stormwater run-off and sewage
positive and this will be confirmed in the next two or threeeffluent, which are traditionally regarded as waste, and
months. invariably people think that they are discharged into the

Mr VENNING: Is there extra capacity in that storage tomarine environment. Will the Minister outline the
use it further than Strathalbyn? department’s involvement in developing the innovative ways

Mr Sibenaler: It goes back to how much you put in being | understand it now has of storing these wastes underground
how much you can take out, so there is a possibility. for subsequent reuse for irrigation and industrial purposes?

The Hon. D.S. Baker: The ground water and environment Also, will the Minister comment on what is being done within
division is one of our very good areas in the Department oMESA to ensure that all staff, male and female, are appropri-
Mines and Energy as it will become increasingly imperativeately trained to apply the high standards in environmental
that we look after that water resource. We have themanagement to all department activities?
technology within the Mines Department to find these The Hon. D.S. Baker: Most of that was answered in a
reservoirs that can be used, especially as the quality of therevious question, but | will get Mr Zac Sibenaler to go
water that comes down the river, thrust on us from Newthrough it again.

South Wales and Victoria, is not up to the standard that it Mr Sibenaler: As | mentioned before, we are conducting
should be. Until those States do something to control that, & number of trials. | referred to the use of stormwater to
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replenish the ground water system. | referred also to Lakéons with Penrice. | am not at liberty to divulge any of the
Alexandrina water being used, not so much to replenish thdetails about the exact negotiations at this stage.
system but to provide an alternative storage for the lake water The Hon. D.S. Baker: A massive amount of work has
when it is in good condition. been involved in relation to the six or seven Acts. As Penrice
We are also looking at the possibility of recharging thegrew, and as the crystallising ponds have grown over the
Northern Adelaide Plains ground water system which, as thgears, the work across the borders of Acts and ministerial
honourable member may know, is very overstressed becaupertfolios has been amazing. There has been a tremendous
of irrigation in the Virginia area. We are looking at the effort by lan and the team and the other CEOs who have had
possibility of using excess Bolivar effluent to recharge theto work behind the scenes to drag everything together. We are
system. If the Bolivar pipeline goes ahead, it will be used to/ery close to getting the documentation ready and we are
provide surface irrigation for the Virginia/Two Wells area. down to about two points in respect of which we have to, as
Any excess water which cannot be applied, especially ithe honourable member for Playford said, crunch heads
winter time, will be recharged into the ground water systemtogether. Itis a feather in the cap for the bureaucracy, which
We have carried out some preliminary investigations andhas worked terribly hard behind the scenes, and all the give
modelling exercises which indicate that recharge will beand take, to get this together so that a major contributor to
viable. The next stage will be to carry out field trials to proveSouth Australia’s wealth can continue to expand here.
(or otherwise) our model. Mr QUIRKE: | take this opportunity to place on the
Mr QUIRKE: |want to develop those themes in respectrecord the Opposition’s support for the Penrice expansion in
of the Penrice operation out on the Northern Adelaide Plainghat region and for its ongoing operations here in South
There has been some controversy over the Bolivar pipe|inéu§tralla. The Minister tqld us that there ha§ been a simplifi-
and the Supp]y of water to the Penrice enterprise on Comme?.atlon Of all the Acts Wthh control the various bits of that
cial terms. | raised that issue the other night in respect of thenterprise. Will the Minister tell us about the proposed
multifunction polis people who seemed to have taken contrgfXpansion at Penrice? Is it going ahead? How large an
of the good news in relation to the Bolivar pipeline. Would €xpansion will it be, particularly in terms of employment?
the Minister or his officers indicate how the Penrice develop-The Minister may wish to take those questions on notice.
ment is going in respect of negotiations for the excess water The Hon. D.S. Baker: Of course, nothing has been

there and tell me whether the water from the Bolivar pipelinédnnounced yet and we are progressing towards the Crown
will be suitable for their purposes? agreement. | ask lan Dixon to bring the honourable member

The Hon. D.S. Baker:As the honourable member knows, “p't/? ‘?;te on 'to\her?_egotiatiogs. e is obviously looki
there have been ongoing discussions with the one stop shop, M" Dixon: At this stage, Penrice Is obviously looking at
These have been led by lan Dixon in an attempt to brin numberoflnvestment prolectsw[thlnthe arearelating to a
together six or seven different departments and 10 or 15 Acf&nge of prOJ%CtS frog co%eneratlo_n throulgh to ?oda dash
to get something together for Penrice in a Crown agreemen‘f‘."tenS'c‘jlmS an e?terc\j Ing a ]? quaﬂtltyfor_l\_/o ume of produc-
There has also been some briefing with the Opposition. A|or:3an _out_putg SO ?as rc_)c;nt_ at aﬁ' '?1/' s risk and
couple of issues are involved and, as the honourable member " €NMCE IS ODVIOUSly considering w ether its risk an
said, the MFP is one of the issues which must be addressegETtainty of investment can be justified over a period of time,
That will be addressed within the next month. | will get lan@Nd that has been the basis of discussions between the
to bring the honourable member up to date on the Bolivaf?Ovérnment and Penrice over recent months. Penrice has a
pipeline and ask him to give a general overview of how clos&umber of proposals in place, but as | said we are in the final

we are to wrapping the matter up. lan has spent nine montfii€gotiating stage at the moment,
working on thz?or?e issue P P I would be quite happy to brief the member for Playford

- . later, but it is probably inappropriate to elaborate as Penrice
Mr Dixon: We have to be careful about this matter. Thehas not made a formal announcement at this stage. It is

:Zﬁﬁer earg:J dnt%ttk;]i Ii/(ljllz“l;airsglljpeesl'%fﬁ:vgafgtdb?:n%hgég ﬁ]:(;%onsidering a number of options to maintain its competitive-
9 : ess domestically and to increase its export markets. | would

gggggﬁet‘ls,otgsgg&%ﬂttéhv?/gﬁlpvsim%elgritzzrtlant%lggrili;r;?iéafrlﬁbﬁ%ke to endorse a positive for the bureaucracy in that there has
een extremely good cooperation from all Government

ongoing operations in t_he State and thg potentla_ll fpr furtheglgencies (and Penrice has endorsed that on several occasions)
investment and retention of that business within South

. . working with Penrice to achieve a mutual benefit for the
Australia, a range of issues have been addressed across gk

. ) Ste in trying to work with that industry and in respect of
_Government because they deal with many agencies and ma\l\Xlat the éO\?ernment can do to facilita){e it. We ha\F/)e been
issues.

. . . eased at MISA to be able to facilitate that process.
Water is one of the key issues which must be addressdd Mr QUIRKE: This is my final question on this area. Will

and that involves seawater and ground water applicationg,e winister elaborate on where he thinks we will be going
However, I am not at liberty at this stage to comment in detai[, the next 12 months or so in terms of the expansion of
on the negotiations. The Minister for Infrastructure, Johnyining yentures? What will be the potential revenue from all

Olsen, indicated the other night that some quite compleXrces; including royalties, that will go into the State coffers
negotiations still need to be undertaken between Penrice angards the end of this financial year from mining activity in

the Government— South Australia?
Mr Quirke interjecting: The Hon. D.S. Baker:| have never been one to speculate
The Hon. D.S. Baker:1 did not hear that, but | agree.  in the short term. If we look back to Western Mining, we see
Mr Dixon: A Cabinet submission has been prepared tdhat it was discovered in about 1975. The last Administration
put all the issues in relation to Penrice, involving such thingstruggled through the indenture under severe opposition in
as cogeneration, MFP and a range of other matters, before th882. The indenture was signed in 1983, but it was not until
Government for consideration in dealing with the negotia-1990 that we began to receive any royalties. So, it really is a
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long-term program. | am very confident that we will have  The Hon. D.S. Baker:This is probably one of the best
some good discoveries from the SAEI initiative, but | really openings to the season that we have had. There was a hiccup
cannot speculate this far out from an election what thehe other day with a large, potentially damaging, dust storm,
royalties will be. Within the next 12 months | can assure theéut that was averted when the whole State had further rain.
honourable member that we will start making some project is fair to say that, with the improvement in commodity
tions. prices, if we get a good season, primary industries will once
Mr Dixon: The exploration initiative that has been in again contribute the wealth to this State that it has been
place has produced a lot of information and data, which isiccustomed to. Under the present Administration, it will be
being acquired by industry. It is not a quick process, as theisely spent.
Minister said, in terms of moving from taking that The CHAIRMAN: Does the Deputy Leader have an
information to the actual exploration stage and to theopening statement?
economic development of mining. It needs to be recognised Mr CLARKE: Yes. | reiterate the Labor Party’s con-
that it will take some time. Record numbers of explorationtinued support for our State’s primary producers. Although
licences have been granted, but considerable investigatiahe Minister might be surprised, | thoroughly enjoy doing
work has to take place before mines can be found, depositsstimates for primary industries because | come from a
are proven up and resources are defined, and, even when thayming background, if | go back 50 or 60 years, and | have
are, we need to take it to the stage of determining whethei very close association with the wine industry, from the most
they are economic and how they would compete. Then theynportant end as far as the wine industry is concerned.
have to be developed. Olympic Dam was discovered in the | remind the Committee that it was the Labor Government
late 1970s. It commenced operation in 1988 or 1989, and noy4 Canberra which provided a most generous assistance
in 1995 we are five or six years into the life of a mine with package to farmers affected by drought on the Eyre
something like 200 years. We are talking long term. In thepeninsula. This package seeks not only to address the
short term there will not be a great increase in royalties, buinmediate problems caused by poor rainfall but also to
our intention is that they will increase over time. provide longer term solutions to some of the problems facing
Mr QUIRKE: | take this opportunity to thank the the Eyre Peninsula as aregion. The Opposition welcomes this
department. MESA has always had a very approachablegional development focus from the Federal Labor
group of individuals, and I look forward to seeing them againGovernment which mirrors the South Australian Labor
in 12 months’ time. Opposition’s focus on regional development and reconstruc-
The Hon. D.S. Baker:1 thank members of the Opposition tion.
and on the Government side. | also thank the members of the Mr Venning interjecting:
department. They put a lot of work and effort into preparing  Mr CLARKE: That just proves the point, Mr Chairman:
documentation. Their door is always open for any briefingshe Labor Party was born in the bush and it is still looking
to members of Parliament seeking further information, andfter it. If we do not look after it, these troglodytes and
I think that members should avail themselves of that. pretend bush people will totally ignore their roots. | would
Mr VENNING: | should like to put one last question on |ike to pass on to the Minister the shadow Minister’s thanks
notice. What action has been taken to ensure that an incidefdr providing him, prior to today’s hearing, with budget
such as the Sellicks Hill quarry cave implosion will not occurpriefings from the Primary Industries Chief Executive

again? Officer, and the board and Chief Executive Officer of the
The Hon. D.S. Baker:| will take that question on notice. South Australian Research and Development Institute.
The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, | My first question relates to a letter that was addressed to
declare the examination of the vote completed. the Premier but which we received from the Vice President

of the South Australian National Parks Association. The
letter, signed by Graham Churchett, the Vice President, and
headed ‘Greenways Scrub Clearance’, in part states:

Your Government'’s decision to purchase for the intention to clear

Primary Industries, $47 625 000 620 of the 850 hectares for the planting of pines in the above area is
not acceptable to this association and has the potential to destroy any
Membership: credibility your Party has established in responsible management of
. the State’s declining native vegetation. The very concept of what you
Mr Andrew substituted for Mrs Hall. are about to do makes a mockery of the Landcare and biodiversity
Mr Clarke substituted for Mr Quirke. initiatives. It negates the efforts of groups such as Trees for Life,
Mr Kerin substituted for Mr Buckby. Greening Australia and the many hard working volunteers who

spend enormous amounts of time in friends’ groups restoring habitat
in our impoverished national parks systemWhat you propose to

Departmental Advisers: do is to destroy a habitat which is already mature and provides the
Mr M. Madigan, Chief Executive Officer, Department of necessary hollows for pygmy possums, gliders and other fauna.
Primary Industries. _ It continues in a similar vein. Only last week in a report
Mr K. Freeman, General Manager, Business Operationgyrepared by the Federal Department of the Environment the
Mr B. Windle, General Manager, Horticulture. CSIRO reported that more than a third of the Australian
Mr P. Gibson, General Manager, Field Crops. continent’s land cover was significantly disturbed and that
Mr R. Wickes, General Manager, Sustainable Resourceanother 48 per cent was substantially disturbed. More than
Mr A. Brown, General Manager, Livestock. one million square kilometres of forests and woodlands have

been thinned since European settlement. Another report
The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments openissued last week states that as much land had been cleared in
for examination. | invite the Minister to make an openingthe past 50 years as was cleared in the preceding 150 years.
statement. Why did you initially approve this act of environmental
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vandalism and why will you not simply reverse your previousBradson that made that decision—it was nothing to do with
decision and stop the clearing of vegetation at Reedy Creg&overnment at all. Exactly the same process was followed as
instead of simply putting it on hold? Is this how you got youris applied to any application to develop or take down one tree
nickname ‘chainsaw Baker’? on any property in South Australia. That process was put in
The Hon. D.S. Baker:We have had the theatrics; now let place many years ago by the previous Administration, which
us get down to some facts. This property consists of aboutas done a good job of administering the Act in the mean-
900 hectares (and | may not be absolutely correct on théme.
number of hectares). It is a cleared property all bar 40 One of the most important things that we should all realise
hectares, soitis not scrubland but grazing land and has beeegarding the environment is that our greatest concern
grazed for many years. It was probably cleared about 30 yeansvolves getting more trees planted. The only way we can do
ago. It had been on the market for at least two years. It wathat is by getting the rural community on side. The Deputy
looked at by the Forests Department as to whether it wakeader of the Opposition said in his opening remarks that his
suitable for planting pine trees. No doubt it was looked at byside of politics are the only ones who look after the environ-
adjoining graziers and they had ample opportunity tament. Probably every farmer in South Australia would
purchase the property. dispute that. One of the things that the Department of Primary
There is an independent group, independent ofndustriesis doing through its Sustainable Resources Unitis
Government, chaired by John Bradson of the Native Vegetdeoking at long-term farming practices to see whether they
tion Council, and as happens in any clearance application, icean be sustained and whether they are doing damage to the
most cases before purchase, the sensible thing to do is $woil profile. However, what we have not done until now is to
approach the Native Vegetation Council in the Departmenltook at how we can encourage farmers to revegetate their
of Environment and Planning to ascertain whether anyand.
clearance is to take place. | compliment that council on the | have had discussions over the past three or four weeks
sensible approach it has taken because what we are all tryimgth the Native Vegetation Council to see whether it can
to do is regenerate South Australia. If we are to have centr@ork with the department to encourage farmers to plant more
pivots or intensive horticultural production in South Australiatrees because, even if you do nothing, the vast majority of
there has to be some clearing of already cleared country. Nscattered trees in grazing situations around South Australia
one should ever think that one acre of scrubland or naturatill die because of grazing pressure and superphosphate
remaining vegetation with understorey can ever be cleared iapplication, etc. So it is a matter of getting the farming
South Australia again; and no political Party or individualcommunity on side. The Native Vegetation Council is happy
should support that and they do not. In fact, the Nativeo become involved in what is happening. In fact, members
Vegetation Council, that independent body, would not allowmay hear more about it today as we discuss these matters.
that to happen. The potential to plant forests on the ranges in the Lower
In consultation with the Woods and Forests DepartmenSouth-East still exists. We have 70 000 hectarepinfis
a property plan was put together with agreement by the tweadiata in that area. Discussions are going on between the
departments, and that was presented to the Native Vegetati@outh Australian and Victoria Governments and interested
Council for its deliberation. On that council there areparties to plant 50 000 hectares of blue gumudalyptus
representatives of various other interested groups includinglobulug to start up a potential export commodity. The object
Dr Andrew Black from the Conservation Council. The planof that is to begin not only a milling industry in the South-
that went through the independent body stated (and thEast but also an export wood chip industry through Portland.
figures are within a few hectares) that 630 hectares of opdfi that goes ahead, individual farmers will probably plant
grazing country with scattered trees on it could be clearedjarious areas of their farms, whether it be 100 or 200 hectares
260 hectares of open grazing country with scattered trees ar whatever. Again, the Native Vegetation Council, will be
it would have to be completely revegetated with understorejnvolved, but it may mean that single trees of different
and returned to a similar condition as the 40 hectares ofarieties may have to be cleared. Of course, that will be done
natural scrub that was on that property. | think from memoryunder this independent body. In their place we will have
there were between 1 500 and 1 800 or 1 900 trees to &0 000 hectares of a eucalypt, which is ongoing and sustain-
cleared and some 20 000 or 30 000 trees to be replanted. able, because as they are cut down they shoot and grow again.
That independent body handed down its decision and that | am happy to obtain a briefing for the Opposition on this
decision was communicated to the Woods and Forestmatter. The department has done far more than it has to under
Department. Since that time there has been some conceltme Act to make sure that all views are listened to as we go
about the decision made by that body. | have met witldown the road towards making a decision as to whether this
representatives of the Conservation Council, and | have sa@tea of land will be planted to forest. The Opposition must
that if it wants to resubmit a proposal to me—although themake up its mind whether it wants to ban any forest develop-
department has under the Act the right to clear that country—ment in South Australia. It is easy to say, ‘Plant it on open
and if it thinks that more should be saved or that there shoulthnd’, but all the areas which have forest potential in South
be some variation to that agreement, | would be very happjustralia can be planted only if they have been cleared, and
to look at it. I met with them the other night, and we havein every case they have scattered remnant vegetation on them.
given an undertaking to do that. Mr CLARKE: The Minister referred to the Native
Also, someone from the Adelaide University said that itVegetation Council. Is it true that all the members of that
would be quite easy and viable with no financial implicationsbody opposed the granting of the application for the clearance
if the forest were planted around existing trees. | have askeat Reedy Creek but were obliged to approve it because the
for a plan to be submitted to me, and that plan will beapplication met the letter of the law if not the spirit?
evaluated by the Woods and Forests Department before The Hon. D.S. Baker:1 have no knowledge of that. The
anything else happens. | think it should be made clear that honourable member should direct his question to the Chair-
was an independent body under the chairmanship of Johman or the Native Vegetation Council and get their views on
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it in writing. | have no knowledge of it, nor would | or any expertise of district agronomists and other staff. As | said, last
applicant have any knowledge of those views. It would beyear was the first year that we were in operation and we
impossible for all members of the Native Vegetation Councilexpect that this year in excess of 500 farmers will be
to disagree with the application and have it get throughmonitoring cereals and grain legumes throughout the State.
because they are there to administer the law. In relation to the cost of the service, there is a fee for service
Mr CLARKE: Has the Minister or any companies with to the farmers which covers soil and plant tests, performance
which he is associated an application for vegetation clearaneecording booklets, and so on.
currently before any vegetation clearance body or local |t is interesting that this year, for our first year, we
government authority; and if so, what is the location of thereceived a new grant from the Grains Research and Develop-
land under application? Has the Minister or any companiegent Corporation, which has now agreed to fund us $82 000
with which he is associated had any vegetation clearangser year for the next three years to continue with this project.

applications approved or rejected in the past by any vegetaiso, we get funding from the program through sponsorship
tion body or local government authority; and, if so, where areand that is in the order of about $10 000.

those properties Iocated? . _ Mr ANDREW: | refer the Minister to page 394 of the
The Hon. D.S. Baker: | will take those questions on program Estimates, which comprises a program description
notice. for horticulture. The 1995-96 objectives refer to the establish-

Mr VENNING: | refer to page 394 of the Program ment of a facility for the rearing of sterile fruit-flies for the
Estimates—Horticulture’. One of the 1994-95 objectivesincreased use of this method in South Australia. The Minister
refers to the completion of the review of phylloxera regula-yoyid be well aware of the importance of maintaining the
tion and the subsequent passage of the new Bill. Will theyitfly free status of the Riverland both to my electorate and
Minister provide information on the current activities relating g the export income growth of this State, considering our
to the new Phylloxera and Grape Industry Bill for 1995?  jncreasing citrus exports, particularly to the United States of

The Hon. D.S. Baker:| will ask Barry Windle to answer - america. How is this project progressing, and how will it be
that question. . beneficial to the fight against fruit-fly in this State?

MrWindle: Following the passage of the Phylloxera and Mr Windle: South Australia is the only mainland State
Grape Industry Bill, the process of establishing a new boarﬂee of fruit-ffy, and the fruit-fly program is particularly

is now in progress. The Minister has appointed a Selec’doﬁnportant to our trade with the USA, New Zealand and other

fn%rﬂg;tte.?hf;??eigﬁlgﬁlcgmr?}mgffnseihEgsvtv;zgu%? tﬂgif%ountries that are particularly concerned about fruit-fly. Each
time TyHe selection committee has thye job ofycalling foryear our pest eradication unit does battle with outbreaks of
nominations to the board and ensuring that the criteria in th gzﬁgfrlggganm#ﬁrtl}/ﬂy frﬁg‘m e\zzt:tg]m Aplﬁgt'?gﬁa aggé(;]r

Act are met in making its recomm_endan_ons to th? IVl'r""c‘ter:eradication campaign costs in the order of about $120 000.
So, the old phylloxera board continues its operations and i
guiding the State’s security in relation to phylloxera until the
new board comes into operation. It has been active in that
has reissued information to all registered grape growers in t
State, including the current conditions for legal movement o
grape rootlings and cuttings into the State. Further to that, we.
are maintaining a continuing dialogue with the Grapell€S and we have accessed them from a very small laboratory

: ; ; . that operates out of Gosford. The Commonwealth
Industry Committee regarding the issue of phylloxera rISlg(aovernment has now joined with the States in funding a new

management in this State, and we are particularly interest . ) .
in impgroving regional security within tﬁe State gs well agSterile fruit-fly factpry In Ca”?de.”’ New South Wales and th"’,‘t
within the State as a whole. factory construction is begln_nmg next month. The State’s
MrVENNING: As a supplementary question, when is it con_tr|but|on to_that program is of @he order of $66 000 for
envisaged that the new board will be in position? capital expenditure and the other side of that program will be
the establishment of a new rearing facility in South Australia

Mr Windle: | am informed that the selection committee ih ab h ; di Th
is working to a timetable which will see all nominations for WIth about the same sort of expenditure. The temporary
dacilities are no longer available to us for that program.

the board received by the middle of July. It hopes to put it ) o =
recommendations to the Minister by the end of July. So the  The full program of use of sterile fruit-flies for eradicating
board could be operational in August according to that iméueensland fruit-fly across New South Wales, Victoria and
frame. South Australia is now in full swing. The management

Mr KERIN: | refer to page 393 of the Program Estimates.committees and the infrastructure are in place, the funds are
Under the program ‘Field crops’, there is reference to theommitted and the factory begins construction next month.
standardisation of grain gain crop monitoring programs ata Mrs GERAGHTY: Last year during the Estimates
national level and their expansion into South Australia. WillCommittee the Minister stated that Primary Industries SA
the Minister elaborate on this program, particularly withwas working to bring its extension services into the twenty-
respect to how it is funded? first century. In fact, the Minister said:

Mr Gibson: Grain Gain is a new program that We it primary producers in South Australia believe that someone
launched in primary industries in South Australia in Marchfrom the department will drive out to their property and sit down
last year, and it is a crop monitoring and comparative analysigith them for half a day to work through problems, I can assure them
service linked to similar services interstate. It falls under théhat that is not the way we are trying to go.

Grains Research and Development Corporation’s generdhe Minister then went on to say:

national program called Crop Top. Grain Gain is actually a .. nostone will be left unturned to make sure that the most

program that operates at a district level where farmers are lagodern practices will be used for extension services to South
through a process of monitoring crops under the direction andustralia’s farmers.

Sver the past three years we have been trialing this new
technique of using sterile fruit-flies in addition to a very
uch reduced baiting program. In each of those three years
e technique has been very successful.

We have used temporary facilities for rearing sterile fruit-
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Given the Minister’s statement last year, what resources havay place, sitting down to have a couple of coffee and talking
been allocated in the budget for the forthcoming year for th@bout how we will farm next year.

provision of extension, advice and counselling services to  Mrs GERAGHTY: By way of supplementary question,
South Australia’s primary producers using new technologies@here are the programs located within the budget papers?
Where are these programs located within the budget papers? ;. Madigan: The extension as a function is not specifi-

The Hon. D.S. Baker:I thank the honourable member for cally highlighted in the Estimates papers. It would take a lot
her question. We have been working very closely with theof administrative effort to put it together because it comes
Advisory Board of Agriculture and members of the Agricul- across the entire portfolio. However, with respect to the new
ture Bureau, and they have produced a very good documeptoposals to which the Minister referred, particularly the
called AGSA 2000, which really looks at how we are goingelectronic ones being developed by agricultural bureaux, we
to advance our extension services to the turn of the centuriiave undertaken to provide whatever resources will be
One of the things | meant was that the methods we have usegcessary for the part that we will play in the development of
in the past for technology transfer are not going to behose systems.

someone driving out in a car and sitting down with a farmer  \1.s GERAGHTY: On 9 December last year the Minister
for half a day. In fact, most farmers already have faxannounced the formation of the ministerial advisory council
machlnes and they use thpse fax machines to obtain technl%l be made up of key industry and agri-business representa-
services. One of the services that many farmers would Use {§o5 aimed atimplementing the changes recommended in the
that supplied by the Bureau of Meteorology with its four or ginackel report, ‘Seizing the Challenge’. What progress has
five day weather forecast, which is available on Polfax. Nowy, o advisory committee achieved in implementing these
in three years we have gone from— changes, and will the Minister indicate whether the commit-

Mr CLARKE: Does anyone believe the four or five day tee will conclude its work by the end of this year, as stated in
forecast? his initial announcement?

The Hon. D.S. Baker: Well, coming from the The Hon. D.S. Baker: Yes, | can give the honourable
Government they would. Things are changing dramaticallynember an update. We are waiting until we have had a
and, if the honourable member is asking whether we argeview of SARDI (the South Australian Research and
going to cut out services to people, | can tell her that we ar@evelopment Institute). At the last board meeting of SARDI
not. Had you told me five years ago of the services that woulghe instigated a complete review of its role and function,
be available through faxes and through computers, | wouldlong the lines of the ‘Seizing the Challenge’ document. We
not have believed it. And it is going to go forward at speedenvisage that it will be completed in the next couple of
So, as we modernise and restructure within the departmenhonths. We must have the South Australian Research and
the whole focus is going to be on the delivery of the serviceDevelopment Institute in parallel with what is going on in
in the most efficient way. Quite obviously you can deliver Primary Industries, with the extension and scientific sides
extension to every farmer who has a fax if you want to getvorking closely together, and as soon as that review is done
something out broadly, whereas if you have someone in a céfiere will be an overriding committee, as in ‘Seizing the
travelling around you cannot physically cover the territory. Challenge’, to drive that document through. That will consist

The other area at which the Department of Primaryof some very eminent people and will be pushed through by
Industries is looking and which it will be developing during the author of ‘Seizing the Challenge’, Andy Stoeckel. He has
this year is the fact that it spends an inordinate amount ofdicated, as | indicated, that it must be up and running by the
time and effort looking after those people who quite rightlyend of this year, all ready for some very good announcements
need help but who are, if you like, not at the leading edge irtoming up to 1997 which will be readily accepted by the
the technological advances. It is factually correct and fair tgoopulation of South Australia.
say that some 5 to 10 per cent of farmers are producing 70 to
80 per cent of the bulk commaodities in the State because they [Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]
are the ones who are using the most modern methods and the
best practices. We are also developing, not only to look after Mrs GERAGHTY: With regard to page 141 of Financial
everyone as a base service of extension, some programs tifatper No. 2, the amount collected in regulatory fees for
will look after those who really require and, in many cases;1994-95 was $5.687 million as opposed to $4.926 millionin
are happy to pay for the most modern and up-to-datd&993-94. That reference is on page 147 of Financial Paper
extension services that cost the department a lot of monelo. 2. That figure is estimated to blow out to $6.899 million
Itis happening now, and there is a lot more use of agriculturah 1995-96. That is an increase of more than 20 per cent on
consultants. In many cases the department will be workinghe 1994-95 figure and an increase of almost 40 per cent on
with these people as they get the best extension servicéise 1993-94 figure. Can the Minister explain why the receipts
going. collected through regulatory fees have increased at such high

The honourable member would have read a documergvels? Does that indicate that the Government is simply
called ‘Seizing the Challenge’ which we put out and whichusing primary industries as a revenue raising milch cow?
said that, when you compared us with other countries in the The Hon. D.S. Baker: This matter relates to regulatory
world and compared South Australia with other States, théees. | have just briefed the honourable member’s colleagues
increase in grain productivity was lagging behind. That is noaind the shadow Minister in relation to the new principle in
a fault of the farmers. That was from 1950 onwards. Theré¢he fisheries of full cost recovery on commercial licence fees.
is a lot of work to do, and we recognise it, but it will be done As it states, there will be an extra $1 million to be collected
by the leaders in the industry having the best technology anfilom the commercial fishery. We have been working with
pushing hard and by using computers, faxes and whatev&AFIC for the past three months in regard to the principle of
other technology is around to get out the message. It will notollecting those fees. Press releases will be issued this
be done by an extension officer coming out to your place oafternoon and the Opposition has been briefed.
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Mrs GERAGHTY: Referring to page 388 of the Program hemp in South Australia, Primary Industries South Australia
Estimates, yesterday pork producers went to Canberra tas produced an information sheet which is available to
express at first hand their concern about imports from Canadamyone who wishes to use it at this stage. We are currently
and the general future of the industry. The Opposition haslistributing the information sheets to all interested people.
indicated its support for changes in labelling so that the Mr VENNING: My question relates to wheat protein
discerning Australian consumer can support Australiatontent, and | refer to page 393 of the Program Estimates and
produce. However, the problem facing producers extends fahe program title ‘Field Crops’ which refers to new initiatives
beyond the issues of Canadian imports. The Opposition i address the decline in protein content in wheat. That is a
aware that input costs are extremely high at the moment duserious problem in the wheat industry, as we are all very well
mainly to the drought conditions which have forced upaware. Will the Minister provide information on the initia-
dramatically the price of feed grains. tives and how successful they have been? What can we look

| understand that the Federal Minister, Senator Collins, hagrward to in future?
suggested that the Industry Commission consider the pork The Hon. D.S. Baker:| will refer those questions to Mr
industry and develop a long-term strategy for it. It is of somegjpson.
comfort that ABARE predicts that grain feed prices will drop

conS|d¢rany In thg coming year. However, pork p.rOduceriustralia is one of the major issues facing the wheat industry.
are Ieftm avery difficult situation and they may requIre SOMe&p i, Primary Industries last year, we launched a major
relief in the form of assistance from the Rural Adjustment, a0 10 try to correct that agronomic deficiency on the
Scheme or exceptional circumstances assistance. Has e " iy the amount of protein in wheat. Specifically, we

Minister any plans to assist South Australian pork prOducerﬁaunched a new program called N600 which involves farmers
through RAS qr.any'other spheme to allow them to overcomg 4 Primary Industries South Australia but also fertiliser
the current difficulties until a long-term strategy can becompanies and the Grains Research and Development
developed by the Industry Commission? Corporation, which has supported the program financially

The Hon. D.S. Baker:Yes, we have addressed the issu?since its inception.

We all agree that a basic part of the problem is truth in The main aim of this program is to improve the skills of

labelling. We need a decent labelling system which mean . - >
something. With regard to the other part of the honourabl armers so they can make correct nitrogen fertiliser decisions

member’s question, | am happy to take a case to Senatdr'"d all the information. we have available on cr.opping
Collins if the pork industry representatives in this State comé2tations. The real key to increased protein content in wheat
to me. | am happy to prepare a case for Senator Collins ide o understand the supply of nitrogen to the crop during the

exceptional circumstances assistance as happened in the w pPwing season. In 1?[,[950' \tNe tEave 26 bureauds and %tggr
industry five or six years ago. That offer is open to the armer groups committed to the program and over

industry if it wants to come along, and | will make represen-aMers participating. We encourage farmers to work through
: . égew own decision-making processes and decide upon the

optimum fertiliser rates that they should apply to their crops
Mr KERIN: With regard to industrial hemp, in the fields in their own situation. That includes taking farmers through

crop program there is a specific program which refers to ‘thé'eld walks and workshops, and havmg harvest reports..'
introduction of low TCH fibre hemp varieties and the testing Unfortunately, because of last year's seasonal conditions,
for agronomic performance in South Australia’. This haslt Was difficult to judge the results of the program. One of the
received a fair bit of publicity in the past six or eight monthsinteresting things about growing crops is that, when the crop
and raised a lot of hopes. There is a great deal of interest oicomes stressed near the end of the year, the nitrogen or
there about it. Can the Minister give us an update on th@fotein content increases. However, this year, given the
progress that has been made with the industrial hem cellent start to the season, it should be a good year to see

Mr Gibson: The decline in wheat protein in South

Senator Collins to ask for that assistance.

program to date? ow effective the program has been in terms of increasing the
The Hon. D.S. Baker:Yes, Peter Gibson will answer that Protein content to the benefit of the industry.
question. The Hon. D.S. Baker:For the benefit of the member for

Mr Gibson: With regard to industrial hemp in South Torrens, I should say that that is one of the great changes that
Australia, we are currently putting together a program inwe are seeing. Once this would have been done with an
conjunction with three parties, namely, Primary Industriextension officer going out in a car to someone’s property.
South Australia, Yorke Regional Development Board and thd his very good program, N600, has workshops, seminars,
South Australian Research and Development Institute. Wheldwork and works with the private sector, such as the
have imported seven varieties of seed into South Australifertiliser companies. It is getting to far more grain growers
and we are considering a range of sowing dates in agronomfgore effectively. Once it would have taken five years to
trials at three sites: Turretfield Research Centre, Kybyboliténplement such a program, which is now getting through in
in the South-East and Arthurton on the Yorke Peninsula. Thene season.
idea is to consider the different varieties of Indian hemp to Mr ANDREW: | refer to Program Estimates, page 396,
see whether they are agronomically suitable for growing irconcerning sustainable resources. One line refers to signifi-
South Australia. cant initiatives with respect to new irrigation development in

In addition, the Regional Development Board is alsothe Riverland using water saved through more efficient
considering conducting a feasibility study on the uses oftrigation of existing vineyards and orchards. Presumably,
Indian hemp. It is considering the market potential and thenembers are well aware that there is large scale new
requirement for processes. We hope that a report will be dugevelopment and redevelopment taking place in irrigated
from that work in January 1996. horticulture in the Riverland. What are these initiatives and

In the meantime, because of the interest which, as hasprovements? How will they further foster and facilitate this
been stated, has been quite extensive, in growing industridevelopment?
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The Hon. D.S. Baker:That is a very good question, and fibre industry. We had to look at evaluating a whole new suite
I know that we have full support from the Opposition for the of genetic material and we have imported these varieties.
vineyard development that is going on in South Australia at We are trialing them at three sites around South Australia,
present. | ask Roger Wickes to answer the question. looking at five or six replications of trials, so it is quite an

Mr Wickes: We are looking at better irrigation manage- €xtensive program in terms of investment in time and
ment and the impact that can have on the State. We havergsources. As | mentioned earlier, the Yorke Regional
three-part strategy. One is about renovating infrastructure iR€velopment Board has a study going simultaneously with
the Riverland, and that is going on in a joint program with thethis looking at the end point uses and how useful the product
Commonwealth. By reducing leakage out of the currentVill be interms of using it for paper and other products. That
system, about 4.2 gigalitres of water will be retained. We argeport is not due until January 1996. o
talking to the Commonwealth about Loxton, which is another Mrs GERAGHTY: Out of interest, why is it a French
irrigation area. If we could implement a similar program in Strain?

Loxton, it would mean saving about 4.8 gigalitres of water, Mr Gibson: A French seed company is involved in this
which is a lot of water. and it is the only company overseas that is looking at this

nge of low THC varieties. The South Australian Seed

rowers Cooperative has the sole rights to import these
y@rieties from France. There is no other source of this strain,
S0 thatis why itis French. It just happens that France has the
ource genetic material that has been tested until this stage.

The second part of the strategy is water savings. We kno
that some producers are putting on water which is 60 to 9
per cent wastage. We have examples in the Riverland whe
people have changed their irrigation practice through som%
of our programs and increased the land area they are irriga . -
ing by about 30 per cent. That is a significant increase in Mrsg'ltE)RA(.SH_m(. Wheretﬁre the.:[[hre.e_rsnes;. Id
return to those people. We currently have a new, benchmark r Gibson: —There are re_e sites. furretneld, our
program under way involving 50 growers to try to better' €S€arch centre in the Mid North; Arthurton, which is being
quantify this return. We also have improved irrigation dorI;eb bﬁf[ IA'\{[';\ 'g ctcr)]nJEuncttl?F. WI"Ehtho':Jr'tgr?hu% and
management practices and this involves adding water agairjsy 2YPO't€ In the soutn-tast. 11 1S at hat site that we are
the crop’s use, so we actually add water when the crop nee oking at using irrigation to determine whether that vx_nII be
it, not when it is available or when somebody gets around t§°Me Us€ in producing the amount of product on which we
it. A major productivity improvement comes from that. We can base an industry. We will not be doing any broad scale

have made some rough estimates. We are currently getti rk until next year or later when we see how these varieties
all this together. It will mean abouf $100 million worth of and up in the field at these different sites in South Australia.

increased return in the horticulture industry if we could Mrs GERAGHTY. On page 388 of the Program

realise that potential. The Riverland DevelopmentEStimates’ under the topic ‘Field crops: adverse events’, |

S : P . : te an increase in the estimate for recurrent expenditure
Corporation is looking at this with a view to assessing wher 0 - h
new developments can occur. ‘?rom $248 000 in 1994-95 to $531 000 in 1995-96. | presume

0 . i thi i< foining in th that this is associated with drought conditions in some parts
ur major part in this program is joining in that recon- o¢ g\t Australia, but can the Minister explain this increase
struction in the Riverland. We have a commercial service an

o . . and what it is to be expended upon?
irrigated crop management system which looks at the soils, "\, Gihson: Adverse events boils down to things such as
the irrigation design that goes with those soils, and als

o P 400 000, and this accumulates so that if a locust campaign
irigation into the total component of the property so peopl&g necessary we have the funds to enable us to combat it. The
understand where they fit in that. We hope to introduce a ne

YMcrease in funds that is shown is the accumulation, the

service shortly on centre pivot irrigation because a lot can b§400 000 plus what was left over from an underexpenditure

done with that. Water is very important to this State and a o[t financial year because a major campaign was not

of our irrigation programs can return a benefit, and that IHecessary.
starting to show. Mrs GERAGHTY: | refer to page 393 of the Program
Mrs GERAGHTY: | note on page 393 of the Program Estimates. Can you indicate the amount of production lost

Estimates that one of the specific targets and objectives is thghd the value to the State due to the drought conditions on
the Government is testing the introduction of low THC fibre yre Peninsula during 1994?

hemp for agronomic performance in South Australia. What = The Hon. D.S. Baker: Most crops were cut down to
is the scope of this trial, and what resources are beingQ per cent of potential, but it was not only the crops. I think
provided by Primary Industries South Australia to assist thghe important point is that we were at the bottom of our
trial? What marketing opportunities may be available for thecommodity curve. Wool had crashed and livestock prices
hemp that is produced? were very low, so if you take it as a total | would have
Mr Gibson: The amount of resources going into the thought that it was probably in the vicinity of 30 per cent of
growing of industrial hemp are quite extensive. We arehe potential of that region, which is a very great wealth
looking at evaluating seven new French varieties. One of thgenerator in good years. We hope that this year will be one
interesting things that needs to be considered in terms of neaf them.
varieties is their reaction to day lengths and, as of 21 June, Mr Gibson: | think that is accurate; it was between 30 per
day lengths started to increase in South Australia. Some afent and 35 per cent of production last year. But you have to
the existing varieties respond only to increasing day lengthsemember that that is only total agricultural production. Last
so we wanted something to respond prior to 21 June so wgear the prices were not as good as they are likely to be this
could get long stems of hemp that would be useful for theeoming harvest. | notice today on the front page of$teck
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Journal that the price for wheat has gone over $200 per MrKERIN: Page 395 of the Program Estimates (which
tonne. When you couple this coming harvest with the higiconcerns the livestock program) refers to the department
prices, we are possibly looking at something like a billionestablishing the Gepps Cross saleyards on an independent
dollar crop in South Australia. Although production last yearbasis for the future privatisation of those saleyards. Will the
was low, this year we hope it will be higher and that theMinister provide us with information on the approach to be
prices will be higher. Couple that together and we are lookingaken to achieve that goal?
at quite a significant season. The Hon. D.S. Baker:It has been aexedquestion for
Mr VENNING: In relation to the sale of the grain many years. SAMCOR has lost a considerable amount of
handling belts, is the Minister aware of the anxiety amongstlollars in the past and has had to write off a lot of money.
a large section of the industry, particularly the growers, thaThe saleyards are in a substandard condition, as everyone
these belts may be sold to other than their company, Bulkould know. There is a group looking at putting together a
Handling? Will the Minister give us the current state of theprivate company to establish saleyards on that site. There are
action? some environmental problems, and we are working through
The Hon. D.S. Baker:As you know, the grain belts are those in the relevant departments. We have had meetings
one of the assets, along with the State Bank, SGIC, PASAirtually on a monthly basis over the past six months.
and Forwood Products, that the Government believes thatwe The Government does not want to be involved in the
should be selling. It is at present with the Asset Managemergwnership of the yards. However, it is prepared to provide
Task Force, which is evaluating the value of the asset. It wilsome form of assistance, if you like, for a commercial
ask for expressions of interest and once they have beaompany to set up a saleyards complex in this State. Ulti-
evaluated its recommendations will go to Cabinet and thenately, a decision has to be made whether the environmental
Government. | think it is fair to say that in all these discus-problems in that area, especially in waste disposal, allow a
sions ultimately it is the Government’s prerogative to look atsaleyards complex at a cost that can be afforded in the
the economic benefit with regard to the best price offered. tommercial world, and we are working through that at
guess at that point in time a decision will be made. But it ispresent. We have already looked at other areas of the State,
most decidedly not the role of the Asset Management Taslke in the mid north, for a saleyards complex on a completely
Force to do anything else other than obtain the best possibteew site. There was an approach at Murray Bridge for a
price because, as you know, it will go to pay off the Statesaleyards complex up there. At present we are down to the
debt which then helps in ongoing programs for the State. existing site, but the environmental problems have to be
Mr ANDREW: | refer the Minister to page 394 of the assessed.
Program Estimates. In 1995-96 the objectives refer to the Mr CLARKE: With regard to the sterile fruit-fly
establishment of joint services for industry developmentprogram, which the member for Chaffey originally raised
particularly in relation to citrus, grapes, nursery and theearlier today, there have been recent reports on ABC radio
floriculture industry. Will the Minister enlarge on these suggesting that there may be some rationalisation of quaran-
current initiatives? tine arrangements between the Western Australian and South
Mr Windle: | think that this follows earlier questions Australian Governments, with one suggestion being a jointly
about extension services. We are finding that horticulturabperated border station. Can you provide any information to
industries want to have more say in and control of theahe Committee with regard to the ramifications on employ-
technical services which are available to their industries. Iment of officers from South Australia and the likely cost-
the past, | guess Governments and primary industriesffectiveness of the proposal?
departments have provided what it believed growers wanted, The Hon. D.S. Baker: Barry Windle will provide an
and to some extent that has been spot on and in other respeatsswer to the second half of the question, but an idea, which
it has not. The new approach, which has been very quicklinitiated in Western Australia, has been floated across my
picked up by industry organisations, is for Primary Industrieslesk for some very preliminary discussions. | will ask Mr
to work jointly with industry organisations and grower groupsWindle to elaborate.
to identify the services that they want and be a part of Mr Windle: That is very much the case. The Western
providing those services without them being totally dependAustralian department has had a problem with its quarantine
ent on Primary Industries, so that we become a partner in theadblock based at Norseman and has decided to relocate that
provision of those services. operation to Eucla or possibly on the border between Western
Some good examples are in place. The potato cropustralia and South Australia. In so doing, it has invited
management service in the South-East is an excellel@outh Australia to express interest in joining with that
example where the industry has picked up, through a steerimgperation in a combined fruit-fly and Western Australian
committee, the running in providing that service and it isquarantine border check. It is very early days at this stage.
rapidly heading towards a service that will be financially self-We have only just received an indication that Western
sustainable and directly provides the services that thos&ustralia is proceeding with this plan. We need to have a
producers want. It is supported by us, the Horticulturaldetailed analysis of the benefit cost of any possible joining
Research and Development Corporation and McCain, theith Western Australia on that basis. It is too early to
frozen french fry factory in the South-East. There are similaspeculate on the potential benefits, savings, impact on
examples in the apple industry and floriculture qualityemployment or any other aspects until we have had the
services, and examples are emerging very quickly in thepportunity to look at the merits of relocation from Ceduna
citrus and stone fruit industries in the Riverland. All theseand the benefit cost of that approach.
services have a high level of industry ownership, steerage and The Hon. D.S. Baker:Of course, it will be Norseman’s
direction. We see this as the way to ensure that industridsss, because there will be a shift from that township. There
have the services that they want in the future, with the overals another matter that is worth considering. When we
objective being to build more self-reliant, competitive anddetermine the tourist potential of the Great Australian Bight
robust horticultural industries. Marine Park, we may find that all three issues can be
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addressed at the one time, because that happens to béegel of services from Vetlab, and will he explain the

suitable point at which people can view the whales in thatsovernment’s decision to cut funding to this service?

protected area. Mr Madigan: At this stage, the Government has made no
Mr CLARKE: That total exclusion zone. decision about the future of Vetlab. As part of the budget

The Hon. D.S. Baker:In that total exclusion zone, which Process, we have undertaken to conduct an investigation into
is there for the benefit of the whales as well as the sightseerie core values and requirements of a Government laboratory

Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 394 of the Program With particular reference to the users of those services and the
Estimates, again regarding fruit-fly detection. Earlier thisndustry. That review is currently being undertaken. When an
year, the Government committed itself to provide a presenc@terim report is ready, we have undertaken to consult with
at the Oodlawirra roadblock during the winter season and t§1€ Australian Veterinary Association, the South Australian
investigate the need to open the roadblock for extended houfg'mers’ Federation, the Advisory Bureau of Agriculture and
past the current opening hours of 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Is thahe IMVS on arange of options which might apply to Vetlab.
presence at Oodlawirra being maintained during winter thi$taving completed that consultative process, we will seek

and what is the outcome of the assessment process fBgen taken. _
extended hours? The Hon. D.S. Baker:| think the days have gone when

The Hon. D.S. Baker: | will ask Mr Windle to answer State borders were sacrosanct. Other States are doing exactly
that question. _the same thing in consult_ation with us. If a State specialisgs

Mr Windle: We have looked further at the Oodlawirra ' ON€ Service, we are quite _happy to fo_ster that, gnd we wil
operation which, as the honourable member would know, jgnsure that a service is gvallable. For instance, in the cattle
normally open for two shifts and closed during some wintegndustry many of the testing samples are sent to Queensland
months. It is currently operated on a random basis for som ecause that State has built up a lot of expertise in that area—

shifts throughout the winter. Through this process, we willlt has the biggest cattle population in Australia. It is not a
look more closely at and validate the need for a(’jditionafnatterofslash and burn. We will make sure that the services

shifts on that roadblock if the data on interceptions of fruitWhICh are provided are adequate aqd relevant and within easy
reach of industry and the community at large.

and vegetables, particularly those infected with fruit-fly, Mr CLARKE: As a supplementary question: how long

tan to closer scrutiny. that pr f reviewing th o .
%gdg\:‘vﬁ)ﬂg gr?:?ati)cnl;s ir)llpsr(())é]rezsp 0cess oI TevIeWINg g the delay for people to get this information back from

) - interstate?
Mr CLARKE. pnder the Citrus Act, dealers and The Hon. D.S. Baker:With the benefit of fax machines

. : . . Ghd good transport, itis virtually an overnight service. There
taken out in favour of the Citrus Board to obtain the right to. no impediment to those in the veterinary area who are

X g i
market oranges and other citrus products. This is on top of theg; o jeensland testing facilities. In fact, in relation to milk
$2 000 that every seller has to pay to obtain a licence to se stina—which is different from Vetlab—many of the
citrus in this State. Given the Government’s preference fO{a 9 y

. - . . . - tacilities are located in Victoria. In the lower South-East,
c_IeregL_IIann, does the Minister intend 1o Ieglslate In thlsmany of the dairy people are using Victorian services. The
financial year to remove this impost on the citrus marketer:

of South Australia? ar(_eater the_through-put, the lower costs. In all (_)f this review,
: I ) ultimately it comes down to the cost of delivery of the

The Hon. D.5. Baker:| will ask Mr Windle to reply. service: if you are not competitive, people will not use the

Mr Clarke: I thought you were in favour of a flat tax or geryice. So it is a very constructive look at it in order to see

no tax. _ _ what can be done, and the results are about a month off
The Hon. D.S. Baker:Listen to what Mr Windle has to  coming to me. If the Opposition wants a briefing on it at the
say, and | will then add something. time | would be happy to provide that.

Mr Windle: The Citrus Board of South Australia is Mr CLARKE: Yes, certainly. Minister, you would
entirely industry funded and driven. It operates for the benefiprobably be aware of the proposed closure of the Adelaide
of the citrus industry in this State. It has completed a reviewpool Market and the establishment of the centralised
of its charging schedules and, in the course of doing that, dgtegrated selling concept. The Adelaide Wool Brokers
is required under the Act, it has completed a process Ohssociation has identified a number of issues which would
consultation with packers, sellers and growers throughout thignpact adversely on the South Australian economy due to this
Riverland. It has put forward to the Minister for considerationproposal, including additional costs to brokers and growers,
a detailed proposition to review its revenue structure. | am nafeduction in demand for local storage and distribution
aware at this stage of the detail of that proposition, but | cafgacilities, possible job losses and growers losing opportunities
reassure the honourable member that it is the result of asf talking to buyers and keeping up to date with buyer
industry driven consultation process and, as with all processequirements, to name just a few. What action does the
es, some people will be unhappy with the results. But, giveiMinister and the Government propose to take to assist the
that it is an industry funded board, as | have reinforcedadelaide Wool Market and the local industry?
decisions in relation to the way in which the board operates The Hon. D.S. Baker: | know you understand the
and charges for its services will be to the benefit of thendustry well, but this is about the selling centre and about
industry as a whole. selling samples of wool. It is not about the storage of wool,

The Hon. D.S. Baker: If the industry comes to the whichis completely different from the selling of wool. | think
Minister wanting some reforms within that industry or someit is fair to say that the Government will be listening to any
form of deregulation, its request will fall on a sympatheticof the views put by the Farmers Federation and the agents
ear. generally about what should happen but ultimately any time

Mr CLARKE: Will the Minister guarantee that the South the Government interferes with the process of reform that
Australian community will continue to receive the currentgoes on, if it is going to go on, it is not in the best interests
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of that industry. Itis an industry matter that has been hanging The CHAIRMAN: Does the Minister have any updated
around for a long period of time. Of course, there aranformation on Tendertec? There is a meat probe system for
Government entities that have concern with it, and we will beesting and checking on meat.

discussing, especially with the Farmers Federation and the The Hon. D.S. Baker: Yes, it is a Sydney-based
Wool Brokers Association, their views on how the issuecompany, is it not?

should be worked through. The CHAIRMAN: Are we doing anything here to
Mr CLARKE: Minister, you seem a bit laid back on this monitor the development of the program? _
particular issue. | know it is perhaps a bit ofedssez-faire The Hon. D.S. Baker:| am not aware of anything.

economic view that you might have about whatever the The CHAIRMAN: [ have been corresponding with some
market will do, but, in terms of Adelaide as a wool selling beef growers in North Carolina in America; they have been
centre, as you say, it is not just a question of the storage b@sking me for information about that and they are prepared
it involves the number of buyers who come into Adelaide, ag0 contribute to developing it. They are quite interested in it.
well as the hospitality industry, in that those buyers have to The Hon. S.J. Baker:Provide me with a letter about that;
stay somewhere and eat and drink. On top of that, unfortut sounds good.
nately it also reduces Adelaide to the status of not even a Mrs GERAGHTY: | refer to page 397 of the Program
large provincial city in one of the Eastern States in terms oEstimates and the Young Farmers’ Incentive Scheme. In the
not having its own wool selling centre, and | would havepPast year, 75 grants were approved under this scheme, with
thought that there would be very good reasons, as outlined taﬁtotal three year commitment of $1.5 million. | understand
the Wool Brokers Association, for the Government to bethat the Government had set aside $7 million for this program
quite vigorous in trying to retain Adelaide as a selling centre@nd that, after its first full year, it appears that these funds
The Hon. D.S. Baker:| think | have already said that. will not be utilised fully. Can the_M|n|ster_ indicate what
The Farmers Federation in fact has already made so oblems have been experienced in attracting young farmers

approaches to the Government as has the Wool Brokehg1 usehthe s,chen;ei.wheth((ajr tger.e.havg been dan%/ riviewhs of
Association. It is not a matter of being laid back. If you are'€ SCN€mes guidelines and a ministration and whether there

expecting the Government to step in and legislate that wod}"€ any changes to be implemented which would open up the

sales have to take place here, | can assure you that it will notch€me to utilise the full $7 million.

However, if we can forcefully put forward an argument, as The. Hon. .D'S' Baker: It i§ the intention to spend the
we forcefully put forward an argument about the wine tax, th%7 r_”'"'O”- It is regularly reviewed, in fact, on a quarterly
expansion of vineyards and so on—as you do, too—we wil asl\llls bybthe rural backbench committee.

do that, because it is for the benefit of South Australia. Tr:amHers ::r)lterjgctll(ng:E udi

Ultimately, if the national wool selling brokers say that it is e Hon. D.S. Baker:Excluding me, yes. It was never

irretrievable, other than us subsidising it—and | would hoped‘ESignecl to be a sche_me to help wealthy farmers’ sons and
that the honourable member would not expect thél@ughters. It was designed to help people who genuinely

Government to do that—we have a difficult situation. We will anted to go on the land and who genuinely needed help. It

vigorously put the case and the honourable member i&2S notonly for the purchase of land: it was for the leasing

welcome to be with me when we put that case. of land. It was not the right time to go into share cropping
Mr CLARKE: | note from the annual report of Primary arrangements last year during the drought. We have made

Industries SA 1993-94 that the residual effects of the use q hjsngeagivg/ee?otgléo#ﬁgéagg ]lc\gﬁlrur)rl]rgirrp iﬁg:;g;oirnegﬁﬁg
strychnine baits used during the mouse plague of 1993 we y '

) . . tuations where, if one of the partners in a marriage partner-
being constantly monitored by the Farm Chemicals Branc hip was 30 years or under, we would look at that whole unit,

ar]d' the A“'ma' and Plant Control Commission. Can th%hich we think is reasonable. Another change relates to the
Minister provide an update on how that research is progress

. ; : J=>Tact that many sons and daughters have been used in family
ing? Has there been any ewde_nce of chem|cal_contammanqﬂjsts over many years for little more than tax benefits. We
of grains produced on land Whlch had been baited? Have a Lve said they were allowed to get up to $60 000 from that
concerns been expressed by industry or consumers about t

- ?nily trust over three years and still qualify.
matter?: . . . However, they still had to buy the land themselves and get
Mr Wickes: There has been quite an extensive review ofunding from a recognised lending institution, although they
strychnine and its use, and there has not been any strychnigguld get some outside income. I will ask Mr Malcolm Post
transferred into the grain that has been sold from this countryg give an update. The figure is now over $100 000. Because
The Soil and Land Management Section of the Cooperativg is a three-year program, and because the commitments we
Research Centre, which is based in Adelaide, has been doigake in the first year go on over the next couple of years, we
qute a bit of the work and it is furtherlng that work. HOW' are about a third of the way there. The way itis going, we
ever, we have to carry out further work because strychningjj| get help for at least 300 young people in the right way.
comes under the National Regls’[l’atlon Authonty and in thre%e do not want to get it all out to the people who may be
years’ time we will have to register it as a chemical. So morgypje to help themselves.
work is being done now to ensure we have enough data to \Mr post: As of 26 June this year, 107 grants have been
make it able to be registered, but we do not have a problempproved totalling $770 384. On the basis of a three-year
with it. | do not have the exact figure, but we have spent somgommitment, that is a maximum outlay of about $2.31
$200 000 to $300 000 on grain monitoring. Some of that wagnillion. One of the difficulties we experienced was the time
done in South Australia and some of it was contracted out tghat the scheme was first introduced, being May 1994, which
Victoria. meant that we missed the end and the start of the season the
N . previous year, which was basically the time when most of the
Additional Departmental Adviser: share farming leasing agreements are entered into and a lot
Mr M. Post, Manager, Rural Finance and Developmentof properties change hands. At this stage we have had only
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aone-year full run at the scheme, so the results do not refledtought affected region, how many have received certificates
the fact that it has been running for a year and a half. Wérom the State Government?
have only been through one full season. We review the rules The Hon. D.S. Baker: That was just stated, but | will
constantly. We look at a number of variations that comeaepeatit, as | want the honourable member to understand the
through and in each case we try as best we can to make tefforts that we went made. As soon as it was approved we
application fit the rules. Some physically do not fit and theyestimated within the department that 750 farms might be able
have been rejected. to take advantage of it. We personally mailed to each of those
Mrs GERAGHTY: | refer to page 397 of the Program farms all the details of the assistance that could be available.
Estimates and to the Rural Adjustment Scheme exceptional Mr Post: We have issued 385 drought relief certificates.
circumstances drought declaration. | understand that the The Hon. D.S. Baker: That is out of potentially, in the
South Australian Government'’s contribution to the droughiexceptional circumstances area as defined, 750 farms.
relief package for Eyre Peninsula will be only $1.1 million,  Mr Post: There have been no rejections at this stage, other
compared with the Commonwealth Government'’s contributhan people who have not been able to verify that their
tion of $11.3 million. | believe that the State’s contribution property is in the drought declared area. We have no involve-
will be used primarily in the area of interest rate subsidy andnent in the determination of the certificate, other than to ask
re-establishment grants. Will the Minister indicate the take-ughem whether they are in the drought declared area and, if
rate for interest rate subsidy in the drought affected areas arkey say ‘Yes’ and tell us where the property is, we issue a
the rate of take up for re-establishment grants, and will heertificate. There are no criteria to the certificate.
indicate whether this rate has met the Government'’s expecta- Mrs GERAGHTY: So, 750 were mailed out and 385
tions? offers have been taken up?
The Hon. D.S. Baker:First, the State’s commitment to The Hon. D.S. Baker:Certificates granted so far.
the exceptional circumstances is in line with the overall Mrs GERAGHTY: Ofthose to whom you mailed out and
commitment of 90 per cent Federal and 10 per cent Stat@ho have not yet responded, are you encouraging them to
funding. We are meeting all our commitments under that lineapply?
| congratulate the officers in South Australia working with ~ The Hon. D.S. Baker: Through the rural counsellors in
the Federal officers to get that exceptional circumstancethe area and through CES officers a constant program is
grant with Bob Collins, as a lot of work went into that and agoing on, but some people do not want to receive it, may have
very good result came out of it. other means or may not need the assistance. | guess that 380
Mr Clarke interjecting: out of 750 is a fairly high take up. We have bent over
The Hon. D.S. Baker:I never stop thanking him for his backwards to ensure that everyone who may want the
efforts in that area. It was a good team effort. We wereassistance can get it.
surprised at the $11 million potential of that exceptional Mrs GERAGHTY: In 1994 the Governmentreleased its
circumstances help. It does not mean to say that it will be alfural debt audit on farm debt in South Australia which,
taken up. Mr Post can give an update. We have madamongst other things, found that gross rural debt in South
comment publicly in the past couple of weeks as about halAustralia as at 31 December 1993 was $1.4 billion and that
the people in one area had not applied for what we thoughdf all farm businesses 5 per cent were non-viable and a
they were entitled to. That is up to them. It may have beeffurther 18 per cent were experiencing various degrees of
that they had some other off-farm assets which, when takedifficulty or debt deterioration. Has the rural debt situation
into consideration, meant that they did not qualify. It is meansn South Australia improved or deteriorated since that time
tested and the honourable member would want to ensure thand why? Will the Minister also give the Committee the
it was. corresponding figures for the gross debt at the end of 1994
Mr Post: The package approved by the Federal Ministerand the percentage of farmers considered viable or suffering
of Primary Industries and Energy of $11.3 million is not all from debt difficulty?
aimed at interest rate subsidies. The package comprised up The Hon. D.S. Baker:| cannot give you that, but | will
to $2.9 million of Commonwealth contributions under the explain, because this is very interesting. When we did the
Rural Adjustment Scheme, plus $8.4 million in Socialrural debt audit—and there is no question that the support we
Security related benefits. The State has agreed to contribuget from the banks and lending institutions was very much
$1.1 million which, when added to the Commonwealthwelcome—we found that 75 per cent of farmers had either no
contribution, represents a total of about $4 million. It will be debt or had what was considered A-grade debt, which means
distributed on the basis of interest rate subsidies and ahat they would have no difficulty in meeting their commit-
enhanced re-establishment grant specifically for the drougtmhents.
area. An additional bonus of $30 000 is available to the The honourable member is correct: 77 per cent had no
existing re-establishment grant of $45 000, making a total oflebt, or A grade debt, while | think 18 per cent had B grade
$75 000 available to farmers who leave the industry in alebt and, in the conditions at the time, they were in difficult
drought declared area. As at 26 June this year we hatircumstances. The 5 per cent at the bottom had lost all their
received 101 applications, involving a total expenditure ofequity. | took the matter to ARMCANZ, the Federal meeting
$780 373. At the same time, 385 drought relief paymenof Ministers, and | sent details to every Minister in Australia
certificates had been issued to the Department of Sociaind to Bob Collins. They were most impressed by the

Security. methodology in what we did.
Mrs GERAGHTY: | refer to page 397 of the Program  Bob Kidman, who was an integral part of our audit team,
Estimates. | wunderstand that the Commonwealtiwent to Queensland and briefed Ed Casey, the Minister up

Government's drought relief payment, paid through thehere, onthe same issue in respect of Queensland. After four
Department of Social Security, was dependent upon the Stayears of drought in Queensland and that horrific situation,
Government’s providing affected farm families with a figures were released the other day which show that about 72
certificate of entittement. Of all farm families living in the per cent of the farmers could meet their commitments; in
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other words, they had A grade debt. At the bottom end, only The findings show that in certain marginal areas into
3 per cent of farmers had to leave. | was amazed by theshich we had poured a massive amount of dollars (both
figures. They show the resilience of the farming communityAdministrations have been doing that for the past 10 or 15
However, that does not mean to say that they were not livingears, as has the Federal Government) we still had not solved
in terrible circumstances and that there may not have bedghe problem. For example, we were still losing about 100
food on the table— farmers a year on the West Coast. Pouring money in perhaps
Mrs GERAGHTY: Poverty. did not help. The findings show that lending money to

The Hon. D.S. Baker:Yes, poverty, but we are consider- farmers in marginal areas when they get into financial
ing the debt situation. The honourable member must ndilifficulties really does not help. As a result of the drip feed,
misunderstand the fact that it was a debt audit. | cannot telfltimately they lose all their equity and they have to walk off.
the honourable member the current position, but we ar@uite a few farmers would have been better off if they had
considering carrying out another debt audit at the same tim@0t had more capital lent to them without proper security
this year to establish where we are going. When we carrieg€Ven or eight years ago, as they would have been forced to
out the first audit, commodity prices were probably at theifake some tough decisions then instead of using up all their
lowest. However, other State Ministers have said that this i§duity and then walking off under the $45 000 or $75 000

The audit does not tell us the emotional tragedy that is W€ have just aboutfinished working through the mechan-
occurring in rural communities. The farmhand appeal, whic Cﬁ of the Ietndlng and Whatt V}’e Cﬁn bbESt df’ i‘(o help farmersl.l
distributed more than $1 million in South Australia, really | '€ ProPerty management pian nas been taken up very wetl.
just put food on the table. The exceptional circumstancelot only does it consider sustainable agriculture but also it

grant is making an additional $11 million available. However,’S @ financial plan. As | said this morning, we are going to
in spite of all that, 77 per cent of farmers were in a Veryextend that scheme, and | have had conversations with the

viable situation. Native Vegetation Council to get it involved so that we can

. . i have revegetation in farming areas. It is better for us to push
Mrs GERAGHTY: Asa supplementary, Is the Minister that package than to consider more subsidies and handouts.
saying that he does not have the figures?

. . . Ultimately, our figures, and the raw figures, show that we
The Hon. D.S. Baker:We can obtain the figures without Y g g

) have not done that good a job in the past and we must find
facts, but to have accurate figures we must carry out anothef, e other methods.

rural debt au_dit. The Farmers Feder_ation has asked us to do \y.s GERAGHTY: | note from page 397 of the Program
another audit. We all believe that if we are to carry oUlggiimates that the Eyre Peninsula task force was established
another audit it should be done at the same time of the ye, jier this year as part of the Commonwealth Government’s
. ; 1 ought relief package and that it was expected to develop a
another audit at the end of this year, which relates to the tWa;mper of measures aimed at addressing economic and social
year period. _ construction issues in that region for implementation in the
Mrs GERAGHTY: According to PISA's annual report 1995-96 financial year. The task force has had only a limited
for 1993-94, the new Liberal Government's response to thamount of time to take submissions and make recommenda-
rural debt audit was to introduce a number of schemesgjons, and | would be pleased if the Minister could inform the
including the Young Farmers Incentive Scheme, the Propertigommittee of the task force's progress and whether it has
Planning Management Grant Scheme and the Stamp Dupgen able to make recommendations in relation to the
Exemption for Inter-generational Farm Transfer Scheme angbconstruction of Eyre Peninsula. If it has not been able to do
a number of other smaller incentives. Given that many ofhat, when does the Minister expect its recommendations?

those schemes have poor take-up rates, does the Ministgfso, what resources has the Government put aside for that
consider that his Government's response to the rural deby this budget?

audit has been inadequate? What new initiatives does the The Hon. D.S. Baker: Caroline Schaefer has been
Minister propose for the forthcoming year which will addresschairing that committee and Frank Blevins has been a
the rural debt problem identified by the rural debt audit? member of it. | believe that they have seen 500 people over
The Hon. D.S. Baker:When we came into government, the past three months and met in seven different locations on
we said that we would do three things. The first related to thene West Coast to take submissions. | will receive their report
inter-generational transfer of family farms because, as th@ext Monday. It must have State Government endorsement,
honourable member probably well knows, the average age aind it then goes to the Federal Government. | will be taking
farmers is approaching my age—and that is frightening. Thé& to Bob Collins for discussion.
second thing that we said we would do was terribly import-  The committee flew up to south-west Queensland to have
ant. If someone wanted to renegotiate his farm debt to giva look at the restructuring there. We are all very conscious
him the flexibility of dealing with a lending institution, that that reconstruction must have community ownership. Neither
was to be exempt from stamp duty. The third thing was th&ve nor the Federal Government will force it on anyone. They
young farmers scheme. Our total approach was towards theive worked very well with us to reach that stage.
family farm. All those schemes have been put in place. The other thing to come from discussions that | have had
Since the rural debt audit, we have carried out a duavith members of the committee is that it is no good having
diligence exercise on all our farm loans and the subsidies thatrestructuring program unless alternatives are occurring in
have been given out. That extensive document is about t@gional development because, if that is not happening, the
reach my desk. The preliminary findings show that we havénfrastructure falls over.
more bad debts than we thought in respect of the money that Mr Wickes: The report of the task force which Caroline
was lent in the past. Of course, we do not lend capital t&chaefer is running should be finished by tomorrow night.
farmers now; we give them interest rates subsidies and oth&ve have been working very hard on it this week. The task
such short-term assistance. force met on a number of occasions last week and this week.
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Hopefully there will be something in it for all Eyre Peninsula cial sector have been supported, and | guess this is a reason-
farmers. able result, given that the beneficiaries of Government
Mr VENNING: My question relates to rural counsellors, management are now paying for the costs of the management
and | refer to page 397 of the Program Estimates. | do not sébat has been attributed to each of these sections. The main
a direct reference to that point in any of the lines. The onlyaspect of the review relates to this, and we have worked

comment in the Program Estimates is to: closely with SAFIC and the industry in general over the past
Continue to review the mechanisms available to assist regiondfW months to reach a consensus over the implementation of
areas where a specific need has been identified. these measures. A number of other unfinished aspects of the

With regard to the work that counsellors have done to helfeView will require a process of consultation and implementa-
farmers over a very difficult period, can the Minister inform tion before they will be realised, but the major issue of the
the Committee about the future of our rural counselling’@covery of costs associated with managing the fisheries in
service and tell us whether there will be an increase o€ commercial fisheries area has been resolved. We are also

decrease in expenditure? Will there be a wind down perio#P0king at aquaculture and we have acceptance from the

for our rural counselling services? aquaculture industry over the need to pay for the costs
attributable to that sector. Over the next six months, we will
Additional Departmental Adviser: meet with the aquaculture industry to develop these measures.

Mr P. Carr, Acting General Manager, Strategic Planning.  pr CLARKE: What evidence in the Netting Review

Committee report or any other source convinced the Minister

of the need to totally ban recreational net fishing in South
ustralian marine waters?

Mr Carr: The support given by the Government to rural
counselling services is in phase with the Commonwealt
program, which is a year-by-year program for a period o
three years. We have timed our expenditures to mirror that. The Hon. D.S. Baker:We had a review of net fishing in
That will guarantee the provision of services for two moreSouth Australia and evidence was taken from local

years. government relevant to the nursery areas for King George
Mr VENNING: After this one? whiting. It was an extensive review, and | have the report in
Mr Carr: This one coming plus one. front of me. The committee consisted of: David Hall,

Mr ANDREW: My question relates to rural finance and Chairman; Keith Jones from SARDI; John Winwood from
development. | note a reference to the department’s assumifA\RFAC; Peter Peterson; Jon Presser; Bruce Harris; Norm
responsibility for the issue of new loans under the Loans t&®Yyron; Adrian Fletcher; and Barry Treloar. It came down
Producers Act. Such loans, when administered by the formd¥ith 14 recommendations and the only recommendation that
State Bank and BankSA, have been and, | believe, wilthe Government did not take into consideration or change—
continue to be a useful source of funding to primary produceverything else was taken, including the size—was that
ers, although | recognise and acknowledge that there ag®ncerning the banning of amateur nets.

specific criteria, particularly in the Riverland, with respectto  1he Deputy Leader should understand that amateur nets
cooperative institutions and irrigation trusts. Will the Minister \yare banned in Queensland in 1887, they were banned in
provide some background to this and a progress report on thig,,y South Wales in 1950 and they were banned in Victoria
loans approved under the Act? in 1985. They have been banned in the Northern Territory
Mr Post: We_have basically taken over future loans to g they are in the process of being banned in Western

cooperatives. Itis not under the Loans to Producers Act, sgstralia. All the evidence that was presented suggested that
it has been set up as a separate scheme. To date, we have 8g,ething should be done, because the scientists are con-
three applications from cooperatives, which have aI_I beeRerned about the effect net fishing has, especially in the
approved, and we are in the process of documenting thgrsery areas close inshore. The amateur net fishermen have
loans. When they are all drawn down, we will have approveqtome back and said that we looked at the wrong criteria and
approximately $1.1 million in loans to date. that they have some further evidence to put. | have told them
that they can put their argument before me in the next couple
of months and that | will get the views of interstate scientists,
who will be independent, on amateur net fishing and what
damage it may do to the industry. However, in the meantime,
haemateur net fishing is banned. If the amateur net fishermen’s
vidence and the interstate evidence is overwhelming, we will
eview the decision.

Additional Departmental Adviser:
Mr D. Hall, General Manager, Fisheries.

Mr CLARKE: | refer to fisheries policy development on
page 398 of the Program Estimates. | recall that last year t
Minister ordered a review of the State’s fishing resources b
the Director of Fisheries, Mr David Hall, who stood aside
from his position to undertake the review. However, | can Mr CLARKE: For my sins | have a couple of avid
find no mention of the review in the 1994-95 specific targetsecreational net fishermen in my electorate who speak highly
and objectives or in the 1995-96 specific targets and objeof the Minister. My understanding is that the net fishing
tives. Why is this so? review committee found no evidence that recreational

The Hon. D.S. Baker:1 have next to me Mr David Hall, fishermen take King George whiting. They usually go out
the person who was taken off line, and today we have justetting from the shore and get tommy ruffs, mullet, bream,
briefed the Opposition on the result of that very lengthysand whiting or something of that nature. Not being a
review of the fishing industry. 1 will get Mr Hall to go fisherman, | am not 100 per cent certain about fish other than
through the chief recommendations of that review. whiting. In terms of the danger to the species which are very

Mr Hall: 1guess that one of the main areas covered in thenuch at risk, such as King George whiting, the recreational
review relates to the recovery of the cost associated witfishermen said they were not taking them. | just wonder why
managing fisheries. The review recommendations relating tilve Minister went out of his way to bolster my majority in
attributing a certain percentage of costs against the commeross Smith.
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The Hon. D.S. Baker:We did not go out of our way to we have profitable people in there who care for their industry.
help your majority in Ross Smith. We have a Federal electioiso, there are 12 who can share an individual transferable

coming up quite soon. quota and there are 30 (for Gulf St Vincent only) who are in
Mr CLARKE: You want to make sure your Federal there for over three years and who have to decide whether
colleagues lose? they want to go into the crab industry or go back into the

The Hon. D.S. Baker: No. The National Policy on marine scale fishery.
Recreational Fishing by the Federal Government states that we had to close down the fishery and we have to limit

recreational net fishing is not consistent with that policy. Sogccess to the other marine scale people. | know you are
I am very happy to hand around pamphlets from the Federgfetting lobbied very hard on it but it is a typical example of
Government in those marginal seats. But there is overwhelngetting a dedicated fishery into a proper management plan,
ing evidence that net fishing targets not only the species thaind of course some people will miss out. Dave Gill, SAFIC
you require but a lot of the smaller fish and that the mortalitygnd the people who have seen me say that we have catered
rate is much greater. It was considered, because of thggr all the genuine people who are making a living out of
overwhelming evidence and because of the sacrifices thgtabbing.

were being made by the professional net fishermen due to \,. | ARKE: In relation to the provision of compliance

their banning from the nursery bays, that we had to d ; .
someihing With e idof he National Polcy n Recreation e i ho 2 hommenk ot cooerner o e oy
al Fishing I think it will turninto a very big plus for us atthe tessionals and amateurs involved in the fishing industry,
next Federal ele.ctlon. that the whole area of compliance, particularly with the new
Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 398 of the Program o5 and the tightening of bag limits and catch sizes, requires
Estimates and the implementation of new managemenf e resources and not less. Can you assure the Committee
arrangements for the blue crab fishery. The Minister wouldy ¢ the Government does not intend a volunteer group to take
be aware of many of the concems raised by the SOuthyer he role of enforcing the regulation of South Australia’s
Australian Scale Fisheries Management Committee, ﬂshery’? If you do not intend this to happen, can you say

committee appointed by him and responsible for providingpere the” additional resources are being expended on
advice to him on the management of access rights for th ompliance?

commercial and amateur fisheries, including the blue cra ! L
fishery. 9 The Hon. D.S. Baker:The answer to the first question is
In relation to his decision to remove access to the fisher Yeds : 'I;t}e a}nIS\;yer to.;flhe secotr][g qgeﬁﬁ'or‘. |zthat1t bty ebducatlon
for the 600 licensed marine scale fishermen and instead grafif® "o' ‘egisiation wiff you get the fishing industry to become
ore responsible. One of the great ways to do it is in

sole access for up to 12 new licences, the committee pth ted i it dih hth
forward a series of detailed recommendations to the MinistdPt€grated management committees and through the amateur
ishing groups becoming more responsible for their industry.

in January this year but these were totally ignored by him i ) . . . :
y y Y19 y ‘ou will never do it by pouring more people into surveillance

finalising his Cabinet submission. Did the Ministertakeintob I 40 by that is drive the minoritv of le wh
account the recommendations of his own advisory commit?€¢ause all you do by that s drive the minority of people who

tee? If he did, why did he totally ignore them? are not playing the game further underground.

The Hon. D.S. Baker: | would love to hand these ~ MrCLARKE: As asupplementary question, working on
questions over to David but | will handle them because theyhat basis then we might as well get rid of the Police Force
show the amount of consultation, thought and effort that hagnd call on self-regulation for the 99 per cent of us who are
been put into this. The blue crab fishery has been an expef@W abiding and we can regulate the 1 per cent. | know that
mental fishery, and we have been working with severhere is agreat catch cry about self-regulation, but when you
crabbers for the past three or four years. Frankly, they wer0k at what has happened to the fishing industry already in
not getting anywhere until December 1993 when we sat dowferms of endangered species such as King George whiting
and met with them. They wanted to form an integratecRnd various other parts of our fishery, do you seriously expect
management committee and manage their own fishery: théat just education—a slap on the wrist and going along to
were the ones who pioneered it. What the scientists in thechool before you issue a licence to fish and saying, ‘Now be
fishing industry told us and David was that for a sustainabl@00d boys and girls and do not over-fish the area’—and not
fishery probably X tonnes were available to be taken. We sai¥0rrying about actually enforcing the rules will work? That
that we could let a few more people in other than the seveftaggers me somewhat. It seems to me that the only effective
and make it up to 12 and that we would allow them to takemeans by which we will ensure the protection of these
500 tonnes as a total allowable catch and get that into a totalfgsources is for people to know, as they do with the Police
managed fishery. orce, that if they transgress the law there is every likelihood

Then, David Gill, the hook fishing representative onOf their being caught and suffering a penalty.

SAFIC, came in and said, ‘What are you going to do about The Hon. D.S. Baker:One of the most effective things
the other 500 people who have access to crabbing?’ We sit the Police Force is community involvement under the
down and worked out that we would allow another 50 tonnesiNeighbourhood Watch program. That is a huge success. One
in other words, make the TAC 550 tonnes, and allow anotheof the great successes in the fishing industry is Fish Watch,
30 to come into that experimental fishery to fish up to theand that is in addition to what is going on. I reiterate: it will
levels that they had been, and they were the people who hdi by education and people understanding that the resource
caught one tonne or more in the marine scale fishery. is collapsing. The other way to do it is to ban everyone for

If we are to reform the fishery it would be impossible to five years and let only the good ones back. There are 300 000
allow someone to go in and catch crabs for a couple of yearsecreational people out there who enjoy it, and their families
then go into hooking and then go into something else. Wenjoy it. As the Hon. Frank Blevins says, he supports what
have to get it down to individual fisheries and a totalwe are doing because we are thinking of the fish. That is
allowable catch so that it can be properly managed and so thexactly what we are doing: we are thinking of the fish.
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Mr VENNING: My question is on the South Australian ~ Mr Hall: That is correct, there was an algal bloom
Shellfish Quality Assurance Program (SASQAP). | refer tooutbreak in Coffin Bay in February 1995 which led to the
page 400 of the Program Estimates relating to the managédeath of some shellfish and stingrays in a small localised
ment of aquaculture. The 1994-95 achievements refer to therea. This was followed by a major algal bloom outbreak off
initiation of the South Australian Shellfish Quality Assurancethe Continental Shelf which covered a significant proportion
Program. Will the Minister provide information on how this of the southern coastline of Australia. The algal bloom
service has assisted oyster growers? outbreak in Coffin Bay was monitored closely as were oysters

Mr Hall: The Government is keen to assist the oystefn that region, and it did not pose a significant immediate
industry to enter interstate and export markets. Howevethreat to the oysters at that time. Clearly, this issue needs to
most countries which import oysters will not accept producfe continually and closely monitored and, through initiatives
from South Australia unless it comes from areas which havéuch as the quality assurance program, to which | referred
been subject to an approved quality assurance program. Fearlier, we are confident that South Australia will be ahead
this reason, South Australia must demonstrate through @f the game as far as quality assurance of waters and potential
shellfish quality assurance program that both the waters ari@pact of water based threats, such as algal bloom, are
the stock that the waters produce comply with certairconcerned.
standards. These standards are determined by the Australian

Quarantine Inspection Service, which administers the Additional Departmental Advisers:
Australian shellfish sanitation control program. Mr R.F. White, General Manager, Forwood Products.
Mr D.M. Curtis, Director, Corporate Services, Forwood

Primary Industries South Australia has been working o
an international clean waters program ahead of every other
State. It has paved the way for South Australian oysters and
other shellfish to reach these lucrative export markets. The Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 402 of the Program

program will benefit, in particular, the Eyre Peninsula re9I0N = qtimates. I note that the Government intends to purchase not

Wh'.Ch has most O.f the oyster leases in th's Statg. The .f'VFess than 800 hectares of cleared agricultural land suitable for
major oyster growing regions on Eyre Peninsula will receive

quality accreditation in January 1995 under this programﬂﬁﬂﬁgfnive: Zir? gzzmzrr]]tcg]tﬁlget ;onrtt:;:ggwmu% Cﬁgé g: j\llﬁl t:c?t
which is the first in Australia. AQIS gave export clearance 9 Y b

in June 1994 in recognition of the good work that has alread r?ﬁﬁgﬁt agn%p?fhﬁznco;n;%tacvyh n?]t(l)\{g vegetation regulatory
been done in anticipation of this accreditation. It is expecte Y ’ » Why not:

that all oyster growing areas in the State will receive accredi- ;\r/lheCTxrlgl?E-S' Eﬁker: No. ,
tation by the end of 1995. r : e reason?

Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 399 of the Program The Hon. D.S. Baker:l gave the honourable member the

answer. | would think it is not possible to find 800 hectares

Estimates. In the.table of performapce |nd|cato.rs, | note thaéf land in South Australia that does not require the removal
there is no mention of checks on fish processing establlsg% at least one tree. You cannot even cut a branch down in

ments 1o ensure compliance, as there was In _the 1994-95i5 state without an application to the Native Vegetation
Program Estimates. Is the program of checking fish processy vty and it is right and proper that you should not be

ing establishments to ensure compliance to be undertaken tl Ble to cut any down. So, before anything is purchased we
coming year, and whaF Ievelg are eXpeCt,ed to be a',‘Ch'evedwill go to the Native Vegetation Authority—and it may rule

~ MrHall: The checking of fish processing establishmentg,,t quite a lot of country. However, that is the correct
is animportant part of the compliance operations of Primarprocess.

Industries fisheries. The focus of our compliance effortis iy CLARKE: In relation to page 402 of the Program
shifting from offshore based enforcement to shore baseggtimates, why will the Minister not allow any sawlog to be

enforcement in line with the movement towards quotag|ipcated to the Nangwarry Sawmill to give it a long-term
management in our fisheries. What has led to the reasonifg,re?

behind the sale of larger vessels is the fact that our major The Hon. D.S. Baker: There is sawlog allocated to the
compliance effort these dqys re]ates to illegal fish sales a'ﬂangwarry Sawmill. Itis, at present, operating and Forwood
quota management of fisheries. Therefore, checks Opyoducts have guaranteed it will stay operating until it is sold.
processing establishments will be an important part of oupnce it is sold to the private sector, it is up to the private
business. sector what it wants to do with it. The honourable member
Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 400 of the Program has to understand that we have now put an extra 220 000
Estimates. The Opposition welcomes the modest increase gubic metres of timber on the market in the South-East which
funding for the development of aquaculture in Southhas generated a lot of jobs and a lot of extra activity in the
Australia and recognises that it has the potential to provid@arvesting and sawmilling industries. In fact, Forwood
a growth industry for this State. | refer to the outbreak ofProducts is just finishing the negotiations with the forest
algal bloom in Spencer Gulf earlier this year and the naturabwners concerning their long-term forest needs in preparation
concern of many as to what effect this may have had offor sale. Under those negotiations and up until the sale there
aquaculture industries, particularly the oyster industry. Willwill be adequate timber for processing at Nangwarry.
the Minister provide an update on algal bloom, and what Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 402 of the Program
impact, if any, will the return of such blooms have on theEstimates. The Opposition is concerned about the future of
aquaculture industry? the Bundaleer Forest near Jamestown and has received
The Hon. D.S. Baker: To my knowledge, there was no considerable expressions of concern from local residents who
outbreak of algal bloom in Spencer Gulf last year. | think theare worried about the possibility of fire risk if the forest is left
honourable member may be referring to the outbreak imnattended. | understand that there are many thousands of
Coffin Bay. | will ask David Hall to answer the question.  sheep allowed to graze within the forest and this has consider-

roducts.
Mr 1. Millard, General Manager, Forestry.
Mr C. Urquhart, Group Business Manager, Forestry.
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ably cut down on the fire risk, as well as providing incomeused stock in the past to reduce fuel levels across forests in
to your department. The forest also has an historic role, ithe State and, in all areas except the north, we are doing that
that it was the first plantation forest developed in Australiaby leasing or agistment of the forest areas to local land-
The forest also contains a number of recreational and sportirfgplders and local graziers to help us control the fuel in that
facilities used by local residents and visitors. | understanavay. In the north, particularly at Bundaleer, we have
that the Department of Primary Industries, employees whmaintained a sheep flock.

currently supervise the forest have been dramatically reduced Having considered the issue of our core business, it has
in numbers and the local community is very concerned abouieen decided that our business is not to maintain the sheep
the forest's future. Can the Minister give a report to theflock into the future, so we are looking at alternative ways to
Committee on the Bundaleer Forest's future as a plantatiograze the forest without the department owning and managing
and as a recreational area? a sheep flock. Very shortly we intend advertising for

The Hon. D.S. Baker:1 will hand it over to lan Millard  expressions of interest from people who may want to lease
to do that. Will the Chairman and the Committee excuse méhe forest and, assuming that we get a satisfactory lessee, we
for approximately five minutes while | make an importantwill be moving to sell the sheep and manage the grazing via
announcement on the steps of Parliament House? lessors of the land.

The CHAIRMAN: We should direct the questionstothe =~ Mr CLARKE: Do you own the sheep on that forest land
Minister rather than the advisers, but if Mr Millard takes five at the moment?
minutes to answer the question, | cannot do anything about Mr Millard: Yes.
that while the Minister is absent. Mr CLARKE: What income do you receive from it and

Mr Millard: We are aware of the concerns of the how much would you expect to get from leasing it out?
community in the north about the future management of the Mr Millard: | do not have the specific numbers but it is
forests. The honourable member has touched on two issuezash positive. However, | want to emphasise the fact that the
one is the number of employees employed by Primaryeason for managing the sheep is to reduce the fire risk. The
Industries in the region; and the second is the future managgeurpose of quitting the sheep flock is that we are not expert
ment of the forests in the region. The first issue relates tesheep managers; we would expect to recover some money
forestry adopting a commercial business plan, a plan whicfrom leases but our principal concern in leasing the forest is
would see the forests operated truly commercially. In ordeto maintain the fuel levels at levels which do not present a
to do that, we have assessed the number of employees that gieat fire risk. Because we would have to maintain and
need to maintain our minimum works program throughout thenanage the sheep and carry the risks of up and down markets
whole year. At other times of the year there are additionain wool, and so on, we think that is an inappropriate business
requirements for people. We recognise that, to operatfor us to be in.
commercially, we are better off employing contractorstodo Mr Madigan: If there is any increase in cost as a result
that work at the times of peak demand and maintain thef this changed arrangement with the sheep, it is more than
minimum number of workers that we need to manage theverwhelmed by the benefit it provides us in maintaining the
forests effectively. fire breaks as insurance against fires.

We are proposing to reduce the number of employees in Mr VENNING: | refer to page 396 of the Program
the northern region by offering three TVSPs. The amount oEstimates relating to the program description for sustainable
work performed on the forests will not change dramaticallyresources. Why has Primary SA recently decided to move a
but we will be doing it by contract. So, at times there will be State funded revegetation officer from Lameroo to Port
more people working and at other times there will be less. Lincoln?
do not think people should regard that as increasing the risk Mr Madigan: Given the programs that we have talked
that the forests might pose in the way of fire hazards. Irabout today, we believe that the Eyre Peninsula has a
relation to the future management of the forests, at last year&gnificant need for a number of programs which PISA can
Estimates Committee the Government indicated that it waprovide, including one relating to revegetation. Lameroo can
looking at the future management of forests in the Adelaidde adequately serviced from the State Revegetation Centre
Hills and the northern regions. at Murray Bridge, so we will continue with the programs in

The department has been asked to come back with sontiee Mallee from there, and the position of revegetation officer
recommendations to the Government on the options for futureill be moved to Eyre Peninsula to respond to the needs of
management. That process has been going on sintkeat community.

Christmas. Having received the advice from two consultants Mr KERIN: [ refer to page 402 of the Program Estimates
whom we have employed to look at the financial aspects afelating to the program description for the supply of forest
the forests in the regions and the social and economiproducts. The specific objectives this year refer to the
impacts, we believe that within a matter of weeks we will beestablishment of 2 300 hectares of softwood plantation. Could
able to come back to the Minister with a recommendation othe Minister comment on the planting program in the South-
future management of the forests. The issues that thast and how this is being managed to reflect the current high
honourable member touched on concerning recreatiomlemand for log by industry?

heritage and all those aspects will be part of that consider- Mr Millard: This year 2 300 hectares pfnus radiata
ation. Having not yet received the final report from one of theplantations will be established by PISA Forestry, of which
consultants to the department, we are not in a position to eveh100 hectares will be in the South-East of the State. The aim
speculate on what we might be recommending at this stagef the forestry group is to ensure that all available first
However, as | said, | would expect a recommendation taotation land is planted as soon as practical and that the
come forward within a matter of one or two months. second rotation land is planted within two years of clear

In relation to the sheep, as part of our business plannindelling. This approach will be significant as, due to the
we have recognised that the core business of the forestrgduction in rotation age and the resulting increase in the area
group is growing trees: it is not managing sheep. We havelear-felled annually, the annual planting area will increase.
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For example, the area planted will increase from 2 10Garmers on adjacent lands. Without wishing to go over the
hectares in the South-Eastin 1995 to 2 250 hectares in 199articulars of the case, will the Minister or his advisers
This increase includes an additional 450 hectares of secoridform the Committee of the existence or otherwise of an
rotation land and the reduced area of first rotation land as theverall strategy or coordinated effort within the department
current land bank is used up. in relation to the use of chemicals on properties and their
One of the limiting factors in determining the area that carpossible impact on adjoining land owners through spray drift,
be planted annually is the availability of seedlings of suitabléhe leaching of chemicals into ground water and other
genetic quality and, due to the limitations of the forestrypossible ways of chemical transference?
group nursery at Glencoe, it is planned this year to contract Mr Millard: The use of chemicals is covered by occupa-
out the growing of an additional one million seedlings to meetional health and safety issues. As an organisation we are very
the planting targets. These initiatives, including the plantingareful about ensuring that we understand the impact of
of any first rotation land available, ensuring that the secondhemicals and that they are used in an appropriate way. As
rotation forests are established within two years of cleato specific chemicals and their impact on water and other
felling, and ensuring an adequate supply of appropriatenvironmental considerations, we are concerned to ensure
quality seedlings through contract growing, will ensure thathat we understand the impact of those chemicals. We will
all land available for wood production to Primary bring back a detailed response to that question and outline the
Industries/Forestry is planted to the benefit of the processinigvolvement of our organisation, particularly in leading the
industry and does not remain fallow for an unnecessarily longinderstanding of the use of atrazines in forestry.
period. Mrs GERAGHTY: | refer to page 401 of the Program
The Hon. D.S. Baker:ltis interesting that, because of the Estimates. | understand that the dispute between Forwood
genetic increase or the improved genetics, the country wroducts and Mr Ken Gibbert of Brisk Industries continues.
plant now will produce 30 per cent more timber per acre inMr Gibbert purchased an amount of wood shavings from
its next crop, which is in, say, 35 years, than the previousorwood Products some time ago to resell to live lobster
crop did. So they are the strides that have been made, andeixporters who used it in which to pack lobsters for export to
is really interesting to see what we will get off those forestsJapan. A contaminate in the wood shavings led to the

when properly managed. spoilage of a shipment of lobsters, and a considerable amount
An honourable member interjecting: of compensation was paid by Mr Gibbert to his customers.
Mr Millard: Increased production. | understand that Mr Gibbert has been left with a large

Mr ANDREW: | refer to pages 402 and 403 of the amount of wood shavings, which he cannot sell and which he
Program Estimates, comprising the program description fois now obliged to dispose of safely to ensure that there is no
programmed supply of forest products and communityenvironmental contamination. What action is Forwood
forestry. | understand that Primary Industries SA is requiredProducts taking to ensure that these wood shavings are
to deliver specifically two forestry-based programs, onelisposed of appropriately, and has Forwood Products settled
focused on supplying wood to the industry and the other on®r Gibbert's claim against it?
the provision of a range of services to the industry and the Mr White: It is correct that Mr Gibbert, that is, Brisk
community. Will the Minister indicate what has been doneShavings Australia Pty Ltd, has made a consequential loss
to ensure that the effective delivery of these programs islaim on Forwood Products relating to the supply of shavings
taking place by Primary Industries SA? from its mills. This matter has been in the hands of the Crown

Mr Millard: The forestry group of PISA has undertaken Solicitor for some time. | understand that his representatives
a strategic planning process and as a result has identified tvnave had a number of conferences with Mr Gibbert and/or his
discrete businesses within the forestry group. These are tihegal representatives. | further understand that the Crown
two programs referred to in the budget estimates papers. Tt@plicitor has determined what was regarded as an adequate
first program is about the commercial management of thand reasonable offer for settlement of the issue, but this was
State’s plantation forests to supply wood to industry andejected by Mr Gibbert. In summary, the matter remains
provide an optimal return to the State from the sale of thisinresolved at this time and, given that the parties have been
wood. unable to reach agreement on settlement terms, Mr Brisk has

The second program is about delivering a range ofhe option of pursuing his claim, if he regards Forwood
services to the community and the industry. These include theroducts to be negligent, through the normal legal process.
management of the community use of the forests, théunderstand that the Crown Solicitor has been endeavouring
conservation and management of the native forests, the settle this matter.
encouragement and expansion of the plantation resource in Mrs GERAGHTY: Have the wood shavings been
South Australia through the farm forestry program and indisposed of, and is the department ensuring that the wood
partnership with industry, and the development of newshavings are disposed of appropriately?
technologies associated with irrigated forests for effluent Mr White: The wood shavings that were within the
disposal. control of Forwood Products were disposed of safely. To my

As part of the planning process a business plan is beingnowledge no request has been made of us to dispose of
developed to separate the two business activities, togethshavings that Mr Gibbert may have. Certainly opportunities
with the provision of clear objectives and an appropriatevere available at the time to dispose of contaminated
organisational structure. Currently the forestry group isshavings.
reassessing organisational arrangements so that they clearly Mrs GERAGHTY: Is someone following up the fact that
reflect these two businesses and ensure a clear custonMr Gibbert is disposing of them safety so that they are not
focus. contaminating an area?

Mr CLARKE: My colleague in the Legislative Council, The Hon. D.S. Baker:That would come under the Waste
the Hon. Ron Roberts, recently asked a question on the udéanagement Commission or the Environment Protection
of chemicals in State forests and their possible impact oAuthority. We can take the question on notice. | am not sure
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that we can interfere with commercial entities, but we carcompany is completed, it is not pertinent to mention a figure.
gain further information. However, it has been touted in the media and in media

Mrs GERAGHTY: | would appreciate that. The Opposi- commentary that it is in excess of $100 million. | give an
tion understands that the sale of Forwood Products igndertaking that, most decidedly, whatever figure is obtained
imminent. Has the Minister obtained any guarantees of jolfior Forwood Products, it will go to paying off the State’s debt
security in relation to employees of Forwood Products fromwhich, as the honourable member knows, is very high. 1 will
the prospective owners and, if not, why not? not elaborate at length on the reasons for that.

The Hon. D.S. Baker: Forwood Products has not  Mrs GERAGHTY: The other part of that question is, has
officially been put on the market. The business plan is abouhe Minister factored any of the prospective sale money into
to be completed and the Asset Management Task Force withe State budget?
offer it and call for expressions of interest. Naturally we have  The Hon. D.S. Baker:The program has been fairly well
given an undertaking about Nangwarry until the point of saleagreed. By Christmas, the Asset Management Task Force will
but the Government most decidedly will not be giving anype negotiating with the two or three major interested parties.

guarantees after it is sold. . ~ That may take a couple of months. | would be confident that
Mrs GERAGHTY: You are not looking at any job itwill be sold in this financial year. If that happens, naturally
security for the employees? it will go into this year’s budget.

The Hon. D.S. Baker:Absolutely not. We have justgone  \irs GERAGHTY: With regard to page 404 of the
through a process of all the ‘made availables’, of which thergsoqram Estimates, it has been brought to the Opposition’s
were 470, their having come over from being public servantgention that the South Australian rural counselling network
within PISA out to Forwood Products, which is an arm of yj| continue to have access to State Fleet motor vehicles in
Government. They got out of the. Public Service and TSP§e future so long as they pay a fee of $184 a month and take
were offered to any people who did not want to become pattesponsibility for fuel and insurance. | also understand that
of that—in other words, going into the private sectorynse vehicles will carry South Australian Government
ultimately and being under normal employment conditionsijcepce places.
| think 167 people took TSPs, 19 stayed with the Department While the $184 fee to be charged is considerably less than

of Primary Industries as public servants and 291 bepa e previous charge of between $500 and $695 per month, the
F?]g"t’OO;SF;LOdggtnenspnlggete.i ';Tgt. tW asa ?Otohd indication gy ) sjtion is informed that many of the counselling services
what w go on. it It1S up 1o th€ New OWNek, 5a gone their sums and have discovered that, with regard
to do whatever it wishes because it is in the private sector. mileage and the cost associated with fuel and insurance

However, as the honourable ”.‘efnbef knows, in Forwoo ey will be paying much more each month than is currently
Products presently we are negotiating a large amount for $e case

annual quantity of wood. There is also an ability to buy other Counsellors driving around in cars with South Australian

wood around the South-East. There will also be an extr :
220 000 cubic metres as a result of bringing the fores overnment plates is also aprqplem. Indeed, that problem
not helped by some of the Minister’'s zealous colleagues

rotation back. There is a considerable amount of extrésho seem to think that anvone driving a Government :
employment in the South-East because of those initiatived” ! y ving M car s

The employment prospects for someone in the forestry rting the system. Surely the _I\/Iinister can understand that
industry are very rosy for the next 10 years omeone driving a car so obviously marked could well be

Mrs GERAGHTY: | am concerned that the concentration mistaken for a police officer or an officer of the court by a
of employment is quite regionalised in certain areas in thghstraught farmer. Unfortunate consequences could follow.

South-East. There is concern that employment may not be The rural counselling service is confidential and independ-
obtained for other people around the area. ent. Its independence should not be threatened by forcing
The Hon. D.S. Baker: A deal was done. which the counsellors to use vehicles with Government plates. Will the

honourable member probably understands, with employeé\éi”iSter therefore overturn the decisipn to force counsellors
at Mount Burr when the previous Administration was going!© US€ Government-plated cars? Will he ensure that each
to close down that facility. According to that deal, therecPUnselling service receives appropriate funding to ensure
would be travel allowances for employees to travel tothatitis financially no worse offw!th the |_m_pleme_ntat|on of
Nangwarry and/or to Mount Gambier. The present Adminis{h€ New cost structure that the Minister is imposing?

tration most decidedly will not be entering into such deals. The Hon. D.S. Baker:I will ask Peter Carr to answer that

In the private sector now, if employment is in Mount question.

Gambier, Nangwarry or Mount Burr, the people who wishto  Mr Carr: We need to clarify this point a little. The $184
be employed there must either live in those areas or travél month lease is for commercially-sourced rental vehicles.
there. That is what happens to everyone in the private sectokhe arrangement with State Fleet where, for charges of $530
I think that the honourable member was trying to get ato approximately $695 a month, State Fleet vehicles were

whether we would be doing a deal— leased on a long-term basis included insurance and the cost
Mrs GERAGHTY: There is not much by way of of petrol. It was an all-encompassing fee that also included

accommodation prospects in some areas. black or plain-plated number plates. That enabled counsellors
The Hon. D.S. Baker:Which areas? to engage in certain quite legitimate and negotiated private

Mrs GERAGHTY: | will be happy to discuss that with use of the vehicles as part of their salary package.
the Minister as | know the region quite well. What price is  The Government’s wish to change the operation and size
expected from the sale of Forwood Products and has that beehState Fleet has led to pressure on the use of cars, particu-
factored into this year's State budget? larly for this purpose. The proposition has been put to
The Hon. D.S. Baker: It is somewhere between counsellors that, as a group, they may wish to approach a
$50 million and $1 billion. Until the business plan has beercommercial leasing agency for a long-term hire rate. A rate
carried out and a proper assessment of the value of thaf $184 a month has been talked about although | do not
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know whether that is final. That rate does not include petrol MrVENNING: We all know that the Rural Affairs Unit

or insurance. has been reviewed, and has looked particularly at the
At this point, individual counselling services are doing existence of the South Australian Rural Advisory Council and

their sums. Certainly some of the groups which have higithe involvement of the Women'’s Agricultural Bureau and

mileages have said that they may be forced to pay a high&outh Australian Rural Youth. | understand that a peak

rate. Others have indicated that they will be paying less thagdvisory body is to be established with a budget of $60 000.

under the State Fleet scheme. The Rural Counselling Tru¥Vill it be implemented and, if so, when? Who will be on it?

Fund will take that into account when it sets the budget foMhere and how will it interact with the current Advisory

the coming financial year. The next trust fund meeting is nexBoard of Agriculture?

Monday. Mr Carr: The peak body, which is a new body, does not
The Hon. D.S. Baker: As the honourable member can Y€t have a formal name. It is basically the executive members

see, they are given a choice. In the current circumstancesOf the Advisory Board of Agriculture with representatives
believe that having to have a blue number plate is not affom the Women's Agricultural Bureau. Other representatives
impediment. It could be a friendly Primary Industries Will be nominated by the Minister. This will form a more
extension officer. There are plenty of good people out therroadly based body than the Advisory Board of Agriculture
driving around with Government number plates. The view i8S We have known it in recent years. It has yet to be putinto
held by some people as a result of really tough times in thelace, but discussions were held recently between the
past when people had to leave their farms. | assure thiinister, the Chief Executive Officer and representatives of
honourable member that counsellors will receive fullthe Advisory Board of Agriculture as to its composition and
protection if anything untoward looks like happening. | do notoperation. ) _
accept the honourable member’s argument. Counsellors have Mr VENNING:  Who will actually be on that committee?
the choice to have ordinary number plates, but | do not accept The Hon. D.S. Baker:There will be representatives from
the argument that it is detrimental to have a blue numbethe agricultural bureaus and there will be representatives of
plate. Plenty of people proudly drive around Adelaide withother major groups in South Australia—South Australian
blue number plates. | just wish | could have one myself. Country Woman of the Year will be one of the positions—but
Mrs GERAGHTY: Someone driving around in a the group itself will make up its mind on who it wants. It is
Government-plated vehicle would be very conspicuous. If & Peak body and there should not be any ministerial interfer-
counsellor is travelling to see someone who is in difficultieseNce and, naturally, there will not be.
but who does not wish to advertise that in the community, a Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 391 of the Program

Government-plated vehicle would certainly raise a fewEstimates. | note that there has been a considerable blow out
eyebrows. in expenditure in the Minister's office from an estimated

The Hon. D.S. Baker:l do not accept that it signifies that, $XPenditure in 1994-95 of $750 000 to a revised amount of

because someone with a Government number plate drives 36 000. W'th th's. years exp_end[ture estimated to be
a person’s driveway, that person is in financial difficulties. 831 000, will the Minister explain this blow-out?

The rural counsellors do a magnificent job. They help lots of. 1€ Hon. D.S. Baker:As | have nothing to do with the
people with financial planning and rural management who ard9ures | will ask the Chief Executive Officer to explain.

in a very good financial situation. If people are that touchy Mr Madigan: Itis well known that Ministers’ offices are .
about it, they could offer to go and see the rural counsellof}Ot Over-expended but that they are under-funded. The reality
but I do not see that it is that much of a detriment. In my'S that a number of invoices of expenditure incurred Ias'gyegr
opinion, that is being used as an excuse. were not processed before 30 June and have been carried into

The Hon. D.S. Baker: The honourable member has the ' P gnly P

o ! year.
democratic right to disagree. Mr CLARKE: A number of small businesses have

Mrs GERAGHTY: |take it that the Minister will ensure ¢ hjained to me that the Government is not too speedy
appropriate funding will be in place so that these groups il paying its bills within 30 days’ trade, but | do not refer
not be disadvantaged. _ _ specifically to the Minister’s office. Given that the Minister

Mr Carr: The Rural Counselling Trust Fund will address js committed to small business, | hope that he will try to
each individual service’s budget, considering these changssure that bills are paid within 30 days, rather than to try to
in the coming year, as long as the changes in aggregate do N@tetch it out to 60, 90 or 120 days’ credit. | am sure that the
exceed the trust fund’s budget. Minister would not want to do that and harm his own

Mr VENNING: | understand that the soil boards and theConstituency, but | wonder what is the department’s policy
animal control boards recently completed reviews and havi that regard.
submitted green papers. Has any directive been given by Mr Freeman: It is the department’s policy to pay
either bodies to the department or the Minister about th@ccounts within 30 days, and | am not aware of any problems
amalgamation of these bodies and, if not, why not? in Primary Industries with paying beyond that date. If there

The Hon. D.S. Baker:If the honourable member wants are any instances, | welcome those to be presented and | will
a detailed answer, | will take that question on notice follow them up.

Otherwise, Mr Madigan can reply. The Hon. D.S. Baker:The honourable member can fax

Mr Madigan: About 12 months ago a proposal to me atany time on any evidence he has and it will be immedi-
amalgamate the two bodies was considered and it waately followed up.
addressed by all the various boards, both animal and plant Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 404 of the Program
and soil conservation, around the State. The consensus wastimates. | can find no mention of the Rural Affairs Unit,
that it would not be appropriate, so the Government hag/hich | understand is found in the strategic and support
dropped the entire idea and will not be revisiting it. services section of the department’s budget. What level of
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funding is being provided by the Minister in 1995-96 to the  Mr Carr: At this stage Rural Youth has elected to form
Women'’s Agricultural Bureau, the Agricultural Bureau of its own strategic alliances. It does not see Primary Industries
South Australia and the Rural Youth movement? Will he giveas being the strongest alliance to forge with at this point in
a commitment that funding and support will be maintainedime. It believes that Youth Affairs and TAFE would
in the future? probably represent stronger alliances. | understand that
Mr Carr: | will take those in reverse order. In the case ofcurrently the Rural Youth State executive is considering the
Rural Youth, there will be no cash support of any form aftercomposition of the new Rural Youth Council, which will
the end of this financial year. Following a forum earlier thiscomprise representatives from various Government agencies.
year, the Rural Youth movement elected to find its own wayVe do not know at this stage whether Primary Industries will
in life, as it were, and form new strategic alliances. In thebe one of those although, independently, we will maintain
case of the Women'’s Agricultural Bureau, the Governmenthat office space for two years as agreed.
will provide a cash grant of $15 000 in the coming financial The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |
year, a $7 500 grant in the year after that, and no furthedeclare the examination of the vote completed.
grants following that, as a way of lending support to the
Women’s Agricultural Bureau as it becomes a more inde-
pendent organisation, and once again seeks to reinvigorate
itself and find the energy to focus on new things. In the case
of the Agricultural Bureau, the budget for the extended
branch level movement will be the same as it was for the Minister for Mines and Energy and Minister for Primary
previous financial year. Industries—Other Payments, $800 000—examination
In the case of the Advisory Board of Agriculture, its declared completed.
managing body, the grant will be increased by 50 per cent
from $40 000 to $60 000 approximately to accommodate the
activities of the proposed peak body. As part of this quite
amicable separation between the department and Rural Youth
and the department and the Women'’s Agricultural Bureau, . .
the departrzent will for the next two yegrs provide office South Australian Research and Development Institute,
space and a computer at no cost to either organisation ch’rll 182000
them to use as a home base, and they have already put their

own part-time staff on who work from that point. : . - . .
) . Mr R. Lewis, Chief Executive Officer, South Australian
Mr CLARKE: The newly created South Australian Rural Research and Development Institute.

Communications Network was established without an -

financial assistance from the Government. | understand fro)r/n Dr D. Plowman, Director, Research and.DeveIopment.
my discussions with our shadow Minister, the Hon. Mr K. Stggey, Manager, Cor_porat_e Servu_:es.
Ron Roberts, who the Minister would no doubt agree would ~ Mr M- Williams, Manager, Financial Services.
be a very good Minister for Primary Industries, that the
network is now in need of financial assistance to allow it to
carry out the functions for which it was established. Can th

Minister indicate whether any funding will be made available ion but after comoletion of todav’s br d ment
for the network? session but after completion of today’s proposed payments

Mr Carr: The issue is under consideration. Correspondlt is necessary for the Committee to consider a draft report

ence went from my office to the Chief Executive Officer in \gg':gfl tvr\::! ﬂ:]s;nbute to you immediately upon the conclu-

the past two days. We should wait for due passage. Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 407 of the Program

Mr CLARKE: Is thata "Yes’or a ‘No? Estimates and note the reduction in expenditure for SARDI
The Hon. D.S. Baker: It means that the report has 10 from $28.817 million in 1994-95 to $27.861 million in 1995-
come .to.the MI.nISte.I’ to make a decision on it and, until itgg  Given your Government's over-blown rhetoric about
does, it is confidential; and | have not seen the report yetpporting science and technology as a path towards econom-
That can be a “Yes’ ora ‘No.’ ic wellbeing, what justification can you have for the reduction
Mr Madigan: We are aware of the issues, which havejn recurrent expenditure for SARDI?
only just arisen. | have to support my officer in this regard.  The Hon. D.S. Baker:The Government gave a commit-
We will be making a recommendation to the Minister nextment to balance the budget by 1997 from the horrific situation
week. we were in. We have reduced recurrent expenditure by some
Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 389 of the Program $250 million in the first budget, and it will go down to
Estimates under the subprogram ‘Revegetation Servicesb114 million by the next budget and then down to a balanced
There is a considerable reduction in expenditure from $3.39%udget. All areas have had to suffer cuts whether it be in
million in 1994-95 to $2.982 million in 1995-96. Can the Primary Industries, Forests or the South Australian Research
Minister explain this reduction? and Development Institute. Everyone has suffered the same
The Hon. D.S. Baker:We will take that on notice. percentage cut across the board. SARDI, in our quest and
Mr VENNING: What is the future of Rural Youth commitment to balance the budget, has had to suffer some
considering that it will have a presence in the office for somecuts last year and this year.
time because of the computer? Will the department have any Mr CLARKE: As a supplementary question, what
future activity with the Rural Youth? Will it have a guidance programs is SARDI currently conducting that will be in
capacity? Will Rural Youth come under any ministry’s or jeopardy or will have to be removed altogether as a result of
department’s wing? the reduction in the budget allocation?

Additional Departmental Advisers:

The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments open
or examination. Before we commence examination of this
ine, | remind members that prior to concluding today’s
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Mr Lewis: For 1995-96 we have put together, in conjunc-detailed research on all of them. The approach that we have
tion with the SARDI board, a budget which will require taken in our research is to pick the major soil types, to
reductions in a number of areas including pasture resear@stablish long-term rotational trials on those soils, and then
and the removal of some administrative positions in thdo extend the outcome of that work to the other soils within
organisation (which we were able to absorb by thethe State through a monitoring system that we have in place.
reallocation of responsibilities to other people) and we ard he outcomes of the long-term trials that we have conducted
proposing to reduce some of our biostatistical services. are assessed in terms of both the effects on the soil's physical

Mr CLARKE: Given the Minister's and the propertiesand alsothe economics of the various systems that
Government’s obsession for quoting last year's Auditare trialled.

Commission report about South Australia’s expenditure on Mr KERIN: My question refers also to the program
health, education and law and order being above the nation&astures and sustainable resources development’. SARDI
average and the need for it to be brought back to the averagesearchers have done a lot of work in developing new
will the Minister explain why expenditure on research andpasture cultivars. What is SARDI doing about ensuring that
development by the South Australian Government is théhere is the maximum uptake by farmers of these varieties and
lowest of any State Government in the nation, and will hethat we are delivering profits at the farming end?

give a commitment to increase expenditure in this area to Dr Plowman: We have three major pasture improvement
bring it up to the national average? programs that have resulted in the release of new cultivars:

The Hon. D.S. Baker:The commitment that | will make lucerne, medic and sub-clovers. In order to ensure that we get
is that the South Australian Research and Developmemhaximum uptake of the cultivars that we release, we form
Institute will continue to play the major role that it has playedcommercial alliances with seed producing companies at an
in the development of South Australia’s research institutiongarly stage in the selection of the varieties. These companies
in the past. | assure the honourable member that maryrovide much of the commercial intelligence regarding the
farming and fishing practices that are carried on now are thdemands of the marketplace and the direct transfer and uptake
result of the very good work done by SARDI—and that will of the new varieties that are released.
continue in the future. Mr ANDREW: | refer to page 415 of the Program

Mr CLARKE: | ask a supplementary question. That wasEstimates under the heading ‘Horticulture research and
a nice non-answer but, in all seriousness, as the Minister saydevelopment program’ and to the specific initiative to
SARDI plays an important role, and | would have thoughtincrease the production of quality fresh citrus, dried apricots,
that, at the very least, even if it cannot be done overnight owine grapes and processing potatoes. What are some of the
in one budget year, there ought to be at least an objective yurrent initiatives to facilitate the improvement of these
the Minister to see that funding in this area is at least equdiorticultural products?
to the national average. Dr Plowman: We have a large number of programs.

The Hon. D.S. Baker: The honourable member should Some of the more successful ones recently have been in citrus
understand that about 50 per cent of SARDI's funds comand some of the vegetable crops. The long-term viability of
from outside. As SARDI knows full well, that is now the citrus industry is related to the ability to compete on the
contestable: it has the ability to go out and attract researdnternational market, particularly in fresh fruit. Access into
funds. One of the reasons why SARDI was set up as &rge markets such as the United States is restricted by
separate unit was to give it a profile that would attract fundsquarantine issues to ensure, particularly, that our fruit is free
Quite obviously, in this present climate, there will be anfrom mould and light brown apple moth and also that the fruit
incentive for SARDI to attract more than 50 per cent of itsarrives in sound condition. Over the past 12 months, we have
funds, which it is doing. been able to develop protocols for the export of fresh citrus

Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 407 of the Program to the United States. As such, significant volumes of citrus
Estimates. | note that a reduction of 16.8 average full-timere now being shipped.
equivalent employees is proposed for the forthcoming year. Similar programs are in place in respect of horticultural
Where will these positions be lost from and which areas otrops. One that has been in the news recently is the work that
research will be shelved or postponed? we did on post-harvest handling and transport of white

Mr Lewis: The answer, basically, is similar to the onions. That was recently reported in tAdvertiser The
previous answer. We will not fill a number of vacant post-harvest protocols to pick, store and transport white
positions within the organisation, particularly in the researctonions have allowed us to capture a market in Europe which,
and administration area, and we have put forward proposale the first instance, was worth about $250 000, and we
or options to a number of staff in the pasture and biostatisticenvisage that that will expand.
areas to reduce the number of positions. Mrs GERAGHTY: | refer to page 416 of the Program

Mr VENNING: | refer to page 408 of the Program Estimates under the heading ‘Aquatic research and
Estimates ‘Pastures and sustainable resources developmendgvelopment’. Has SARDI provided any advice to the
This is probably the most important question that | will everMinister regarding the effect of recreational net fishing on
ask in this Committee. Farming systems are not static anfish stocks in marine waters, and will he share that advice
they are very subject to changes induced by product priceith the Committee?
changes. How will SARDI ensure that these systems and Mr Lewis: SARDI is about to provide some advice. Some
changes to them will not cause severe long-term damage tweliminary advice has been put forward. We were fortunate
the soil resource of our State? enough a few years ago to get external funding to undertake

Dr Plowman: As the question implies, sustainable a research program on the impact of netting operations that
farming systems are critical to the long-term productivity oflooked at the comparative impacts. That project formally ends
our agricultural lands. Soil stability is one of the key compo-at the end of this month. The officer involved is finalising a
nents of that. Unfortunately, across the State we have margraft report. He has given me an undertaking that it will be
different types of soils, and it is impossible to conductavailable by the end of July. Some preliminary estimates or



230 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B 29 June 1995

results were put forward at a national workshop on Kingwhat will occur when the declaration of the temporary zone
George whiting, which SARDI held at the South Australianexpires?

Aquatic Science Centre. The results, apart from their The Hon. D.S. Baker:No, | cannot. All | can say is that
presentation at that workshop for use in the analysis at thalhere is a total exclusion zone for a 12 month period while,
workshop, have not been formally presented, but that wilas per the One Nation statement, the economic impact

occur within four to five weeks. statement is evaluated and then, at the end of that time, an
Mrs GERAGHTY: Will a copy of that report be made announcement will be made. | reiterate: the whales are totally
available to the Opposition? protected.
The Hon. D.S. Baker:Certainly. Mr Clarke interjecting:

Mrs GERAGHTY: | refer to page 416 of the Program ~ Mrs GERAGHTY: Yes, that's about it.
Estimates. Why has the Minister rejected the management The Hon. D.S. Baker:They are totally protected for 12
plan for the Great Australian Bight Marine Park which wasmonths while the economic impact statement is taking place.
prepared by SARDI at a cost of $150000 to theAreyou telling me that they are not protected? Before that 12
Commonwealth Government? month period is up the economic impact statement and the

The Hon. D.S. Baker: It was not rejected by the full management plans will be released. Ultimately, it is not
Government. It went to Government when the consideratioRNly about the total exclusion zone which is there now; itis
of the Great Australian Bight Marine Park was considered@/so about buffer zones, and all those issues will be ad-
But, as per the Prime Minister's One Nation statementdressed. )
nothing can be closed off in the marine area until a full Mrs GERAGHTY: A final supplementary: does the
economic impact statement has been undertaken. THinister support extending the temporary nature of the
management plan that was prepared was not a full economfXclusion zone into a permanent arrangement? _
impact statement. It was very clear from the Federa] TheHon.D.S.Baker:lwill supportwhat the economic
Government, and the Prime Minister, what should occur. Th&npact statement comes up with and what is agreed between
management plan is in and we have now instigated the secoH€ State and Federal Governments, which are working very
part, which is the economic study, as well as working with¢lose together on this matter. _
the Federal Government on what should occur to the buffer Mrs GERAGHTY: So, the Minister cannot say if he
zones around that area and the economic impact of that. Axersonally supports it?

| said earlier today, there will be an announcement of the 1he Hon. D.S. Baker:What | personally do is irrelevant.
consultancy which is doing that. That will be done in! Will do what the South Australian Government and the

conjunction with and working alongside the FederalFederal Government agree, and so far there has been no

Government to make sure that we comply with the Onélisagreement in the South Australian Government or the
Nation statement. Federal Government: we are absolutely as one.

Mrs GERAGHTY: As a Supplementary: would the Mrs GERAGHTY: That would be hard to believe.
Minister table a copy of the management plan by SARDl?wit:l—rt]t?a(t:;/lAslvFjeMréN: Is the member for Torrens satisfied
The Hon. D.S. Baker:No, it is not appropriate. That was o . . .
a document that was delivered to me and went to Cabinet. It Mrs GERAGHTY: No, Sir, but I will accept it.

will all be tabled when the economic impact statement an Mr VENNING: " | refer to page 408 of the Program
that consultancy are completed. We have said that will b&Stimates. SARDI programs are structured on the basis of
within the 12 months. industry groupings. To what extent does this inhibit multi-

Mrs GERAGHTY: Itis a long time in coming, but that |ndustry| and mlflt' glsupllnary prOJecdts. ibed in th .
will include the management plan from SARDI? Dr Plowman: The programs, as described in the Est-

The Hon. D.S. Baker:It may be a long time coming, but mates documents, are broken into five research areas. They

I X L are presented in that way for administrative and management
It W'".be the right _deC|S|on, no doubt, at the end of the daypurposes. One of the strengths of SARDI is its ability to put
and, in the meantime, the whales are totally protected.

) ; together multi-disciplinary teams across a range of organisa-
Mrs GERAGHTY: Only on a temporary basis. tions. At present, we have many of a collaborative nature with

The Hon. D.S. Baker: They are totally protected. They he University of Adelaide and various CSIRO departments,
are also protected in the Great Australian Bight Maringyng often involving industry groups as well. In recent times

Park—but the whales are totally protected. we also have put together a number of quite major programs
Mrs GERAGHTY: ltis only at certain times of the year, across those units, for example, between the aquatic sciences
though. and the crops area where we look at the use of cereals for
The Hon. D.S. Baker:No whales swimming around in feedstock of aquaculture, and also in other areas between
that area are under threat. crops and the livestock areas to look at improved grains for
Mr CLARKE: Have you been there? intensive animal production such as pigs and poultry.
The Hon. D.S. Baker:Yes, | have been there and | have ~ Mr KERIN: | refer to page 409 of the Program Estimates
flown over it. in relation to aquatic research and development. In recent

Mrs GERAGHTY: They have calendars so they know years we have heard a lot about aquaculture and the advance-
when it is safe not to be there! | refer to the Premier’'s medianents that have been made. It has certainly been a shining
statement of 22 May in which he announced that a small ardight not just in development but particularly in regional
known as the Head of the Bight would become a temporargevelopment. What significant initiatives in aquaculture have
exclusion zone to protect whale breeding areas. This covel®en undertaken at SARDI since the commissioning of the
only 17 500 hectares, instead of the 522 square miles &outh Australian Aquatic Sciences Centre?
recommended by SARDI. Can the Minister explain how long Mr Lewis: We are very proud of the research input into
the exclusion zone will be in place and what activities will the development of aquaculture in South Australia, both
occur within it? Can the Minister also tell the Committee originally in the former Department of Fisheries and now in
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SARDI. Every major aquaculture development in Southcurrently developing several major initiatives with the
Australia has had some input from research in underpinningniversity to do with crop improvement.
its success. A large number of ongoing programs and studies Mr CLARKE: | note from the Financial Paper No. 1 that
are presently being conducted to underpin that industry as BARDI was ‘created to coordinate, to promote and fund
develops. A few of them include the formulation and public sector research, initially with a primary industries
assessment of artificial (that is, manufactured) food for oufocus but with a longer-term aim of having a wider role in
farmed abalone. This research will reduce dependence on thesearch and research management in South Australia’. Given
industry’s development and harvesting algae in reducing itthe stated longer-term ambition, does the Minister believe
potential impact on capture fisheries habitats. The formul¢hat it may be more appropriate for SARDI to come under the
being developed has been recognised as one of the massponsibility of perhaps the Premier to assist in allowing it
advanced and most productive in the world. to expand its horizons past Primary Industries research alone?

We are very heavily involved in underpinning the The Hon. D.S. Baker: That was well canvassed during
development of the Southern Bluefin Tuna fish farmingthe past 12 months, and in fact it was looked at as to where
operations where we are again developing manufactured aafRDI would go in the future, whether it would become the
artificial feeds for them so that they are not as heavily reliantepository of all research in South Australia or whether it
on pilchards and other fish. Also, we are looking at conductshould remain mainly a Primary Industries focus, and the
ing research programs on their nutrition, health and environdecision in these very tough and stringent times we are in, as
mental impact of the operations in the Port Lincoln bayswe try to balance our budget, is to keep it going the way it is
areas. for the present moment.

Inthe case of barramundi, which is an emerging industry Mr CLARKE: Do | take it then that that is still on the
in South Australia, it is interesting to note, especially wherfgenda for some time in the future? .
one considers that barramundi is a tropical fish, that one of The Hon. D.S. Baker:Itis on the agenda because it says
the largest barramundi farms in Australia is in Southin there thatitis onthe agenda.
Australia. We are looking at the optimum salinity for ~MrCLARKE: Inote from the Financial Paper No. 1 that
barramundi growth and doing research in that area. Also, wé€ construction of the Pig and Poultry Production Institute
are looking at the feeding and growth rates of snappe@t Roseworthy will be completed in 1995-96. What will
including both selection and genetic research into improvingl@ppen to the plant, equipment, buildings and land at the
the strains and quality of snapper populations. current Northfield piggery and Parafield poultry centres?

The Hon. D.S. Baker: It is very interesting that that Mr Lewis: The Pig and Poultry Production Institute, or

project on barramundi happens to be near Robe. Itis drawirlg© PPPI as we tend to call it, is currently peing constructed
warm water from a 1 200 feet artesian bore which naturaly®t Roseworthy. The poultry component is already under

comes to the surface, goes through all the ponds under foNStruction, and the piggery component is under tender after
own pressure and drops only two degrees all the wa eveloping the specification. The facilities both at Parafield
through—from 30° to 28°, | think it is. or poultry and at Northfield for pigs will be transferred to the

Mr Lewis: The optimum temperature for growing Roseworthy operation including, where possible, the use of

barramundi is about 28°. The water comes out of the groung1e actual equipment, which is farrier pens, etc. The land and

at 30°, 5o they save on heating and pumping costs. W haygtlr 2RI B TS PR SRR, R TR0 B
a tropical species which is basically grown in a fairly cold !

climate the piggery goes to Roseworthy and most of Northfield is
M ANDREW' | in refer the Mini 415 of relocated to the new plant research centre and other facilities
r : lagainrefer the Minister to page 415 of ., e \Najte Research Precinct. The Parafield land will also
the Program Estimates comprising the program descriptio

e ; ,Be sold as a means of funding the construction of the PPPI at
title ‘Horticulture Research and Development Programs Roseworthy

where he has indicated that there will exist in the coming "y cLARKE: Is SARDI or the Minister intending to

year. conduct an investigation into the Gulf St Vincent prawn
. . . collaborative research projects with the CSIRO, Universityfishery using Professor Copes or another expert in this field
of SA, University of Adelaide and other State Departments ofanq if so, when will the investigation begin and what will be
Agriculture. its terms of reference?
Would the Minister give some details or examples of such The Hon. D.S. Baker: There is discussion going on at
collaborative projects and their importance to the horticulturapresent about further investigation of the Gulf St Vincent
industries? prawn fishery, and that will take place within Fisheries. As
Dr Plowman: With the completion of the facilities atthe soon as some decisions are made as to who will be the
Waite Research Precinct and the collocation of the Soutprincipal consultant, | will brief the Opposition.
Australian Government’s horticultural research capability Mr CLARKE: Given that the Minister has liked trees,
with the CSIRO Division of Horticulture and the Australian chainsaws and beat up on the whales, | am interested to know
Wine Research Institute, along with the Cooperative Researglour view with respect to the Aquatic Science Centre and the
Centre for Viticulture, the opportunities exist to put togethempersonal view of your colleague, the Minister for Housing
large collaborative projects addressing issues that any orsad Urban Development, to plonk the effluent from the
organisation would not be able to address on its own. Somatawalonga very close to the outlet with respect to the
examples of programs that are under way at present are tiguatic Science Centre and whether you have raised this
resolution of the phytosanitary problems with the export ofmatter with your colleague?
citrus, which is a collaborative project between SARDIand The Hon. D.S. Baker: The matter has not been brought
the CSIRO Division of Horticulture. We have a very large up with me but my view is that the Aquatic Science Centre
number of collaborative projects in viticulture with the is a magnificent centre staffed by some wonderful research
Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture, and we arscientists who are doing a marvellous job.
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Mr CLARKE: What about the potential effluent outflow is what we do with the finished product and value adding.

from the Patawalonga? Does SARDI have a role with an alternative crop such as
The Hon. D.S. Baker:None of that has been brought to hemp with the value adding side?
my attention, and it would appear that it is speculation. Mr Lewis: SARDI does see a role in the value-added side,

Mr CLARKE: Do | take it, then, that if there is a not necessarily having to do the work itself but, as Don
possibility of a channel being cut across the West Beacthdicated in previous replies, one of the things SARDI is
sandhills you will join the member for Colton in standing in doing is striking alliances in collaboration with many other
front of the bulldozers in defence of both the residents of thatesearch agencies. We have had some discussions with the
area and your own Aquatic Science Centre? CSIRO in this area in the eastern States. If the trials we are

The Hon. D.S. Baker:| can assure you that nothing will - doing are positive, we have to worry about what we will do
take place that will affect the effectiveness of the Aquaticyith the product if it is to be grown. The expertise does not
Science Centre, and | am much more comfortable behingkst within SARDI but we are the facilitators for ensuring that
bulldozers than in front of them. we are able to capture that expertise from other research

Mr VENNING: One of the SARDI projects is the lease agencies.
of Northfield (IL5588), which is a red lentil with a higher
yield than Aldinga and a better resistance to Ascochyta blight
The variety was selected by Dr Ali and tested by Ms
Moroney and Jefferies, who did the evaluation of them. Whe
was this released; when will it be available to the commerci
farmers; and are any of these varieties subject to any pla
variety rights?

The Hon. D.S. Baker:| hope there is not a conflict of

Dr Plowman: The example of the development of a hemp
ndustry is an excellent one of how to bring difficult organisa-
tions together to achieve an end point. We have the Yorke

egional Development Board, which represents the growers

f the product that have identified opportunities and come to
ARDI and PISA to import some material. Primary Industries
was responsible for negotiations with a French company
. . ; - about importing five or six lines of hemp seed. SARDI’s role
interest in the honourable member's question. has been to manage the trial or evaluation part of it and to that

_DrPlowman: Thatis one of the specific questions that We e, there are three sites: two directly managed by SARDI and
might take on notice because | am not exactly sure when ff by a private company. The research protocols, their

was released, nor of the state of progress with the pmtec“%anagement and the analysis of the information that comes

of it under the plant breeders’ rights. But the intention is to;, \vill be our responsibility.

protect it under plant breeders’ rights, and it is currently being e i . .
commercialised at present. We believe it is a variety that will_ M ANDREW: Since being aware of the industrial hemp
volvement of the research project this year and the seed

be very useful to South Australian farmers in meeting expor, : iiable. 1 h d Hions t Riverland
markets for this high quality lentil and also that further work 2€C0MINg avaiiablé, 1 have made Suggestions to my Riverian

is going on and that we expect to release additional varietidg€V€loPment Corporation on the basis that there may be
in the future. significant potential for industrial hemp being used as a crop

Mr VENNING: Under plant variety rights it is the right to be grown on the basis of using industrial waste and, more

of a plant breeder to recoup a royalty from any grower of thaP@'ticularly, using effluent waste and potentially being a
b b aroyaty 9 ubstitute for wood lotting, bearing in mind that the current

product. SARDI is doing work on these products, and | think>UPsSt .
that it ought to be able to recoup some of its costs from thﬁigat'on used on wood lotting cannot often be used for crops

original breeder, because it does assist its sales and it assi t\.NOUId be. edible. | seek J‘rom the.M|n|ster arecognition
its assessment for its use in South Australia. of this pot_entlal_ and SARDI’'s commitment to monitor and
Dr Plowman: All | can say is that that is quite a complex 2SS€ss this option. _ _ _
question. The registration of a variety under plant breeders’ Dr Plowman: We would see industrial hemp as having
rights implies ownership of or instils ownership on the varietyat least two key outcomes or outputs, the first being the fibre
that has been released. The striking of a royalty through Hsed for a range of end purposes and the other as seed for
commercialisation agreement and the return of those royaltigdowing in other parts of the country. South Australia is
into the program is based on the contribution that the variouBarticularly renowned for its seed production industry. The
parties to that variety would make. The best example is noork we are doing presently is to see where the plant might
lentils, but some of our pasture improvement programs wilgrow, and what it requires in terms of water, temperature,
have contributions from five or six difficult research agen-nutrition and any other production characteristics we need to
cies. At the start of the program that contribution is deterdefine. Once that is done, it would be reasonably easy to

mined and the return of the royalties is on the basis of th&ansfer the information to other environments so that after
financial contribution. this year we would have a good idea of whether hemp would

Mr Lewis: We receive royames on the basis of thesedrow in the Riverland. We will have some idea of the yleldS
commercialisation agreements which the research partneffdat we will get and therefore the economics of growing it

enter into. and whether, under a centre pivot or some other form of
Mr VENNING: Is that a commercial risk? Can SARDI irrigation, it would be a viable proposition. We are also in
be compromised in this situation? close collaboration with the Tasmanian department, which

Dr Plowman: We are covered by the same conditions ad!as been trialing hemp for about three years and has been
any commercial operation. If we do things that are negligentble to undertake more detailed economic assessments than
we are liable to be sued. With the breeding of a variety otve have been able to conduct up until now.
piece of research into nutrition for animals, plants or The CHAIRMAN: I|declare the examination of the vote
whatever, if we are negligent, we are negligent. completed. | have circulated a draft report.

Mr KERIN: We heard earlier under the Primary  MrVENNING: | move:
industries line about its role in the industrial hemp trials.
What is SARDI'’s role? Hemp is one alternative crop that
comes along and one of the problems with industrial hemp Motion carried.

That the draft report be the report of the Committee.
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The CHAIRMAN: | thank the Minister and his staff for Chairman of Estimates Committee A (as | have been in both
their attendance during the day and for their assistance. | algaces at various times), we acknowledge that it is not an easy
place on record the Committee’s appreciation of the work angbb. You have carried it out with humour, shown flexibility
the assistance given by the attendants, the clerical staff andhere necessary and have shown all the attributes of being
most particularly, the tolerance, patience and support frora very good Speaker of the House of Assembly, as has the
Hansard member for Gordon. You have my absolute undivided loyalty

Mr VENNING: On behalf of the Committee, | thank you and support, should you ever aspire to that position some time

. the next 2% years.
Mr Chairman, for the many hours that you and your counter®Ve' . .
part have spentin the Chair—in excess of 55 hours. | express The Hon. D.S. Baker:| thank you, Mr Chairman, for

our appreciation for the work that you have done. We are abl our cha|rmansr_1|_p. | thank the officers H\a_nsard and |
to move in and out, but you have had to sit here the whol ank the Opposition. It has been a constructive day. We have
time. We thank you, attempted to answer all the questions required of us. | thank

Government members for their contribution and thank the
Mr CLARKE: On behalf of the Opposition | extend our officers here with me. They have put in a lot of work—a lot

appreciation to all parliamentary staff, the attendants and th@iore work than people realise. If anyone wants briefings

Hansardstaff in particular for turning a sows'’s ear into a silk from them, they are only too willing to give it.

purse with some of the speeches we have heard from

Ministers. With respect to you, Mr Chairman, and the At5.35 p.m. the Committee concluded.



