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will be permitted to do so once the line of questioning on an
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY item has been exhausted by other members of the committee.

An indication to the Chair in advance from the member

Tuesday 17 June 1997 outside the committee wishing to ask a question is necessary.
Questions must be based on lines of expenditure as
revealed in the Estimates of Receipts and Payments, Printed
ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B Paper No. 2. Reference may be made to other budget
Chairman: documentation, including Program Estimates and Informa-
The Hon. W.A. Matthew tion, Capital Works Program, and Financial Statement.
Members must identify a page number or the program in the
Members: relevant financial papers from which their question is derived.
Mr M.J. Atkinson Questions not asked at the end of the day may be placed on
Mr M.K. Brindal the next sitting day’s House of Assembly Notice Paper.
Mr S.R. Leggett I remind the Minister that there is no formal facility for the
Mr G. Scalzi tabling of documents before the Committee. However,
Ms L. Stevens docum_ents can be_ supplied to the Chair fo_r distribution_ tothe
Ms P.L. White Committee. The incorporation of material Hansardis
permitted on the same basis as applies in the House; that is,
The Committee met at 11 a.m. that it is purely statistical and limited to one page in length.

All guestions are to be directed to the Minister through the
Chair, not directly to the Minister’s advisers. The Minister
may refer questions to advisers for a response if he so desires.
| also advise that for the purposes of the Committee some
Department for Education and Children's Ser-freedom will be allowed for television coverage by allowing

vices, $1 084 803 000 a short period of filming from the northern gallery.
Minister for Education and Children’s Services—Other | declare the proposed payments open for examination and
Payments, $232 474 000. refer members to pages 28 and 29 in the Estimates of
Receipts and Payments and to pages 123 to 145 in the
Witness: Program Estimates and Information. Minister, do you wish
The Hon. R.l. Lucas, Minister for Education and to make an opening statement?
Children’s Services. The Hon. R.I. Lucas: No, Mr Chairman, | think | will get
enough opportunity through the day to respond to comments
Departmental Advisers: from the Opposition or from other members. | am happy to
Mr D. Ralph, Chief Executive Officer, Department for proceed directly to questions on both recurrent and capital
Education and Children’s Services. expenditures within the broad categories of the Department
Ms D. Davis, Executive Director, Children’s Services. for Education and Children’s Services and the Senior
Ms B. Treloar, Director, Corporate Services. Secondary Assessment Board of South Australia.

The CHAIRMAN: Does the spokesperson for the

The CHAIRMAN: As all members would be aware, Opposition wish to make an opening statement?
these committee hearings are relatively informal and thereis Ms WHITE: Yes, Mr Chairman. This is an election
no need for members to rise when they ask or answesudget and | would like to give the committee a brief analysis
guestions. The committee will determine an approximate timef the Liberal Government's financial commitment to
for consideration of proposed payments, to facilitate the&education and Children’s Services over the last four years,
changeover of departmental advisers. Changes to thlempared with the 1993-94 budget. The following figures are
composition of the committee will be notified as they occur.taken from the Estimates of Receipts and Payments and relate
Members should ensure that they have provided the Chaio expenditure from the State’s Consolidated Account. In
with a completed request to be discharged form. If thel993-94 the last Labor Government appropriated
Minister undertakes to supply information at a later date 8916 million for education. In 1994-95, the first Liberal
must be in a form suitable for insertion iHansardand two  budget cut this to $913 million, a cut of $21 million in real
copies submitted no later than Friday 4 July to the Clerk oterms after allowing for inflation. In 1995-96, State spending
the House of Assembly. on education was again cut to $907 million, a cut of

| propose to allow the Minister and the lead speaker fo$55 million in real terms. In 1996-97, the third Liberal
the Opposition to make opening statements, if desired, dfudget, the appropriation increased in cash terms by
about 10 minutes but no longer than 15 minutes. There wil26 million, but still represented a cut in real terms of
be a flexible approach in relation to giving the call for the$56 million. Finally, in this election year, the appropriation
asking of questions, based on three questions per membé&om the Consolidated Account increased by $104 million to
alternating sides. Members will also be allowed to a ask &1.02 billion, and after allowing for the Government’s
brief supplementary question to conclude a line of questioninflation forecast of 2.25 per cent is just $1 million short of
ing, but | stress that supplementary questions will be thé¢he figure required to match expenditure in 1993-94.
exception rather than the rule; in fact, if the Minister answers These cuts to State expenditure total $133 million in real
the full question there should be no need for a supplementatgrms compared with 1993-94 and bear out the Minister’s
question. announcement in 1994 that the Government would cut

Subject to the convenience of the committee, member$40 million a year from education. The Committee will be
outside the committee who desire to ask questions on a lineterested to compare these cuts with claims made in the
of questioning currently being undertaken by the committe€&overnment’s last three budget pamphlets. In 1995-96, the



2 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B 17 June 1997

pamphlet heralded, ‘We are coming into the home straight” The Hon. R.l. Lucas: Our information—and if any
It claimed, ‘This year we will spend an extra $29.4 million contrary information comes to light | will share it with the
on education.’ The truth is that in 1995-96 the Governmenhonourable member later in the proceedings—is that it is
had actually cut State expenditure on education in real termsnlikely that the Federal Budget will have any effect at all on
by $55 million. In 1996-97 the budget pamphlet carried thepreschool services in South Australia. | am not sure whether
headline, ‘$150 million boost to education and health’, andhe member has confused preschool services and child-care
announced, ‘$60 million for a smarter South Australia.’”  services. If she has, perhaps she might like to clarify her
The truth is that in 1996-97 the Government cut Statequestion.
spending on education in real terms by $56 million. Thisyear Ms WHITE: What proportion, if any, of the $9.25 million
the pamphlet claims an increase of $72 million, and the trutipromised in the 1996 teachers enterprise bargaining agree-
is that for the first time the budget almost matches 1993-94nent to assist students with disabilities and learning difficul-
The increase in this year's budget is a direct result of théies will be available for preschool children?
terms of settlement of the long, drawn-out, disruptive and, at The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Our understanding is that approxi-
times, acrimonious dispute between the Minister and thenately $250 000 of the $9.25 million will be available for
teachers. preschool services. There is a separate component to which
This year’s increased budget relates to salary increasdise honourable member has not referred of about $500 000
flowing from the enterprise agreement and other commitwhich is specifically targeted at early intervention for
ments, such as $3 million for early assistance planspreschool services as well. So, the ballpark figure would be
$80 million for flexible staffing resources and $9.25 million about $750 000 additional funding to go into much needed
for children with disabilities and learning difficulties— additional services for preschools.
initiatives which will be welcomed by everyone but which,  Ms WHITE: On page 132 of the Program Estimates there
nevertheless, will be seen by the community as being takeis a reference to extra speech and language pilot programs
reluctantly under pressure from the teachers and thand to additional sources for children with learning difficul-
community. ties. On what basis will these additional resources be
Members will recall that last year the Minister told the distributed to particular regions and schools?
Committee that if the Government’s $93.6 million pay offer ~ The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The funding, broadly, will be done
was not accepted ‘taxpayers will have to pay’. The Ministeron a formula basis. We currently have six speech and
even went so far as to threaten a teachers’ pay tax. Given thi@nguage programs available. There is no doubt that there is
Minister’s long opposition to the teachers’ claim, it will not tremendous demand to get into those programs, and up until
be lost on the public that the Government is now trying to selhow we have been unable to meet that demand. That is why
the outcomes of the agreement, opposed for so long by tithe Government announced in the budget an expansion of two
Minister, as a new found commitment to education. new speech and language centres. We will pilot some new
Members will also be interested in the number of staff thamodels. We have had a review carried out by Debbie James
have been cut from the education budget since this Goverffirom Flinders University on the success of the speech and
ment came to office. In 1993-94 the budget funded 18 35Tanguage programs.
full-time equivalents; in 1994-95 this fell to 17 831; in  We will be looking at two models, one of them perhaps
1995-96 the number fell again to 17 287; and in 1996-9based on the model used in the Riverland preschool. That will
again fell to 16 901—a total reduction of 1 456 full-time jobs. allow some additional places in speech and language
This year there is a welcome increase in the number gbrograms in the metropolitan area. As yet, we do not know
funded jobs to 17 431, and during the Estimates Committe&hen they will start. We have not yet identified the two
deliberations the Opposition will be interested to learn whertentres. Obviously, we try to get a good geographic spread
and where these additional jobs will be placed and how thepf the speech and language programs, particularly for four
will be recruited. The increase in jobs is crucial both toyear old children: we do not want families, and parents, in
improve educational outcomes and because of the need particular, having to travel inordinate distances to get to the
address South Australia’s unacceptably high rate of unemecation where the program might be offered. So, that will
ployment. | point out to the Committee, however, that theobviously be a factor. But clearly, we would also want
number of jobs funded in this budget is still 926 fewer thansupport and willingness from the preschool director and
in 1993-94. management committee to run the program at the centre. | am
There are many challenges facing education in Southdvised that we are having discussions along those lines at the
Australia. These include cuts to Federal funding, very lonmoment. As soon as we are in a position to announce where
retention rates, pathways to employment, programs fothose two centres might be we will do so, and as soon as we
children with disabilities and the cost of introducing informa- can establish those programs we will do so.
tion technology to schools—to mention just a few. The Ms WHITE: Earlier when | asked the Minister how the
Opposition looks forward to the opportunity today to examineFederal budget cuts would affect preschool services in this
these important issues with the Minister and senior executiveState, the Minister picked me up: | should have said pre-
from the Department of Education and Children’s Servicesschool and child-care services in this State. | understand that
The CHAIRMAN: | call on the member for Taylor to ask six child-care centres have already closed. How will the
the first question. Federal budget cuts affect delivery of preschool and child-
Ms WHITE: My question is drawn from pages 126 to care services in this State? If it means that there will be a cut
137 of Program Estimates—Allocation of Resources. Orin service delivery in South Australia, will that mean that the
page 132 of the Program Estimates, one of the issues list&tate will be picking up that shortfall?
is the impact of the Commonwealth budget. How will the  The Hon. R.I. Lucas: There is no doubt that the Federal
1997 Federal budget affect the delivery of preschool servicdsudget will have an impact on the delivery of child-care
in this State and, if the implication is a cut in service delivery,services in South Australia. That is why | indicated to the
will the State be picking up any shortfall? honourable member that | thought her first question was
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heading in the wrong direction, and that it was child-caremember for Taylor referred to pages 125 to 131 of the Budget
rather than preschool services. That is part of the assistanésstimates and | believe got her figures immediately wrong.
that we, as Ministers, would like to provide to the Estimated would like to check those figures with you. The honourable
Committees. There is no doubt that some of the decisions—imember claimed that the program payments amount to
particular, the removal of the operational subsidy—will have$1.02 billion but my reading of page 125 indicates that the
an impact on the delivery of child-care services. Theprogram payments willamount to $1 349 009 000, so she has
Commonwealth Government has introduced a range of othenade a rather mammoth error. She went on to convolute her
changes in its most recent budget which will also have amargument by saying that whilst she acknowledges that you,
impact on the delivery of outside of school hours careMinister, have returned in real terms to 1993-94 levels of
services. However, regarding long day care, the figure of siexpenditure even on her figures to within $1 million, and
child-care centres having closed dates back to early 1996omehow claims that there has been this giant cut in educa-
Those decisions did not come about solely as a result of thi#on.
recent announcement in the Federal budget. In view of the fact that you, Minister, have very quietly
Some of those closures, which track back over 12 monthspent $500 000 on one school in my electorate to catch up on
or more, relate to Commonwealth funding decisions, becaugbe back-log and what was meant to be done over the years
primarily funding for child-care comes from the Common-and decades before we inherited Government, could you
wealth Government. Certainly, the most recent closure of Thehare with us some of the problems you have had and some
Parks is attributed by the management committee and iisf the expenditures you have had to involve yourself in to get
supporters to the problems that they saw emanating froraducation back on track in South Australia and comment on
Commonwealth budget decisions. Whether that is the onlthe member for Taylor’s rather stupid opening statement.
reason and whether a combination of other factors is in- The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | thank the honourable member for
volved—for example, the reduced number of children—andhis invitation; it was completely unexpected. | would have to
it has not just been caused by the $10 increase in fees, | aagree with the honourable member. | have witnessed a
not in a position to make a detailed comment, but the peopleumber of these Estimates Committees and the opening
with local knowledge who run the local service havestatement that was written for the honourable member is an
indicated that, primarily, it was a response to Commonwealtiopportunity for the Opposition to flag where it intends to head
budget decisions. in terms of piloting a different view—its view—from the
The State Government does not have funding to make ugovernment as to where it would like to see education
for Commonwealth Government funding reductions. Theheading. Sadly | think the opening statement was just a
Commonwealth Government makes its decisions and througtontinuation of a negative, destructive, overly and always
its Ministers it will need to defend the impact of those critical view of our Government schools and care services in
decisions. The State Government expressed concern Bouth Australia. | would have wished for better from the
relation to the operational subsidy—in particular, in relationmember for Taylor than perhaps agreeing to read that
to rural and isolated communities where no alternative istatement.
provided through the private child care sector. In some The Leader of the Opposition and the shadow Minister in
metropolitan areas an alternative is provided by either anothéhis area have been extraordinarily negative towards Govern-
community managed child-care centre or through the privatsent schools and care services in South Australia. In their
child-care sector, but if you happen to live at, for instanceyiew it is a litany of disaster, despair and troubled times.
Penola, Bordertown or Balaklava the only child-care that id¥hat we are trying to do on behalf of Government schools
offered is basically through the community managed sectaand care services is highlight some of the good things that go
in some way and not through a private provider. on in Government schools. | hope that the member for Taylor
We are pleased to see after much lobbying by the Statend the member for Elizabeth will not spend their whole day
Government and a number of centres that the Commonwealthinning down Government schools and care services in South
Government has just announced that a significant number éfustralia.
our country centres will continue to receive operational This is an opportunity for us to be positive, to highlight
subsidies. | think that between 10 and 15 centres will now gethe good things that have just come out of Public and be
operational subsidies—either existing ones or ones which aféroud Week. It is an opportunity for members to highlight the
planned to be opened in some rural areas. So, we are pleaggabd things that go on in Government schools and care
to see that amelioration of the impact of the removal of theservices. We will be inviting people to look at the approach
operational subsidy and that our lobbying and the lobbyinghat is adopted by Government and Opposition members
by individual centres has been successful. today when they have the opportunity to highlight some of
We have been unsuccessful so far with the second part tifie good things and to see whether or not Government or
our argument which relates to the fact that in some lowe©pposition members are prepared to be positive about the
socioeconomic areas of the metropolitan area and regiongbod things that go on in Government schools rather than
cities and communities the Commonwealth might look aharing down the negative and destructive path all the time.
either a continuation of the operational subsidy or some In relation to the overall figures, | admit that | was
version of a subsidy. So far, the Commonwealth has ndbemused by the figures that were quoted by the lead speaker
agreed to ameliorate its decision regarding those areas. Thaee the Opposition. The information that has been circulated
closures have been in the northern, north-western and westdmall schools and people interested in education in the DECS
suburbs, but as | said there have been a number of closurbadget brief for this year's budget (and | know | cannot table
of child-care centres over the past 12 months that have not dlie document but copies can be made available to the member
been related to Commonwealth budget decisions. for Taylor) clearly indicates that after some slight reductions
Mr BRINDAL: This is the seventh education estimatesin the 1994-95 and 1995-96 budgets the actual payments
in which | have been involved, and | must say that | have notnade by DECS in the 1996-97 year, compared to 1995-96,
heard a poorer opening presentation from the Opposition. The@as an increase of some $110 million; and the estimated
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increase for this current budget is a further $72 million. Inafternoon. Also we are looking at innovative programs in
total, in the coming financial year, the budget that thisrelation to child care services and working with families
Estimates Committee is looking at is $162 million higher—anunder great stress or distress.
increase of $162 million—than the budget | inherited from  One example about which | am most pleased is the First
the last Labor Government. | am not sure where the honoufStart Program, with which both the members for Elizabeth
able member’s figures come from. Clearly we have a budgetnd Taylor would be broadly familiar. A four-year-old child
of almost $1.3 hillion, not the $1 billion that the honourablearriving in one of our preschools may already be starting off
member has somehow contrived. As with the lead questiohehind the eight ball. Many of those children have come from
in relation to preschools and child-care, | think she has losa family situation that is very difficult and their language
$300 million somewhere from the budget papers. acquisition is a long way behind many other four year olds
Mr BRINDAL: They lost $3 billion on the State Bank. who commence the program at that preschool. The First Start
The Hon. R.1. Lucas: They lost $3 billion on the State Program was developed by officers within the department,
Bank, so I guess $300 million is not much from the educatiorand by others interested in this area, to start working with
budget. One can convey a view that there are further cutéamilies under pressure, families who might have been
with further negative criticism coming across our Govern-identified by other Government agencies, such as Family and
ment schools sector, or one can celebrate the fact that we h&@mmunity Services.
a huge boost in education funding this current budget year Officers within that First Start Program work with children
and another huge boost to education funding next year. Yoin the age group of 0 to 3 years in the family home by visiting
can highlight that or seek to manufacture figures fronthe home on a weekly basis and working with the parent or
whence we know not, and try to highlight the fact that thergparents and the child or children to try to assist in the early
are further reductions within the education budget. | will notlanguage acquisition skills of that child. The areas in which
take up the opportunity at this stage to go through all theéhe program has operated successfully are suburbs of
problems we inherited because the day will allow me to dd&lizabeth, Munno Para, Salisbury, Hackham West, Taperoo
that in individual areas. | join with the member for Unley in and Port Pirie. We currently have 54 families using the
dismissing absolutely this figure. The member for Taylor haservice. The officers in the First Start Program are providing
misread the budget papers in some way. | am not overljoys and activities, promoting language and literacy. They
critical of her for that, but to lose $300 million when you are help model appropriate ways of talking and playing with
trying to look at the overall effect on the budget needs to behildren. They share books, games and other resources,
highlighted to the Committee and observers of the Committebecause in many of these families the appropriate books,
process. materials and resources are not available for the children in
The CHAIRMAN: Would the Minister like to provide the terms of early acquisition of literacy skills.
Chair with a copy of the paper which was distributed to  The early evaluations are entirely positive in relation to it.

schools and to which he referred? We obviously have ongoing and more formal evaluations of
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Yes, it may be useful for members the success of the First Start Program. | would hope that
to have a copy of that. future Ministers and future Governments will continue the

Mr BRINDAL: My second question concerns page 142 model of these sorts of programs, not just relying on what we
policy area, education program sector, services to childredo in junior primary schooling but going back to pre-school
and families. The member for Taylor asked the Minister(which have a range of programs that we may talk about for
about money set aside and I think that the figure alluded tthe next hour or so), and going back to child care, for those
in the Minister's answer was $750 000 for learning difficulty in child care. The First Start Program is in an innovative way
and early intervention programs in schools. The Ministelgoing back working with families in the family environment
would recall that only recently this sector of education wasand trying to correct some of those problems before the four
regarded as a legitimate sector for looking at early intervenyear old arrives at our preschool program.
tion and children with learning difficulties. It was traditional- ~ Mr BRINDAL: The members for Taylor and Elizabeth
ly, under previous Governments, viewed as almost a chilavill join us on this side in saying that the Minister does not
minding service. Your Government has used this area muaheed to be quite so modest. | refer to page 132 of the Program
more constructively. Could you share with the CommitteeEstimates. On that page reference is made to a number of
how you have introduced learning difficulty and early importantinitiatives which have been undertaken during the
intervention programs at the preschool level to address somMinister’s administration, and | refer specifically to the
of the needs of early childhood years in primary schools an&CLIPSE program, which is a screening assessment and
outline how what is being criticised by the member for Taylorenrichment program for children aged 3 to 5 years, the fact
is an important initiative of this Government and the firstthat a draft policy for preschool based on Foundation Areas
undertaken by your ministry? of Learning is listed as completed, and that staff training in

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | would not be as unkind as the the use of Foundation Areas of Learning in the curriculum
member for Unley—I guess that is not a surprise—becausiamework is well on track. | concede that the previous
I think some very good programs have been undertaken in tH@overnment may have done early work in the area, but what
preschool sector of the department. The Children’s Servicdsas the Minister done to enhance this area?

Office was a separate office for some years. As shadow The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | am pleased that the honourable
Minister | supported many of the programs that themember has further explored areas in relation to the early
Children’s Services Office undertook. The big change, withyears strategy as it relates to preschools, because earlier |
which | am delighted, is that part of our overall early yearsreferred to important work that officers have been undertak-
strategy has linked, first, the Department for Education andhg in that area. The Foundation Areas of Learning document,
Children’s Services. We now have a range of new earlyo which the honourable member has referred, was funded to
intervention programs both within the preschool sector anthe tune of $124 000 in the 1996-97 budget. In essence, that
within the junior primary years, which we will take about this is the broad curriculum framework for our preschool centres.
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We decided that in the school sector for 5 and 6 year olds arithan any other State Government in Australia, we cannot
onwards the curriculum statements and profiles, which are theolve overnight all the problems we inherited from the
curriculum framework for teaching and learning within our previous Labor Government.
junior primary and primary areas, secondary and special When | speak to my management committees, as | do
schools. The Foundation Areas of Learning document is theften, the view | put to them is that we cannot fix overnight
curriculum framework for the preschool program. | am toldall the problems we inherited from the previous Government.
that a census just conducted by the Quality Assurance Unie are doing as much as we can, as quickly as we can, with
in April of this year indicated that 94 per cent of our pre-increased spending by $162 million over the last Labor
schools are now using this Foundation Areas of Learningsovernment budget. When you tell parents that, most will be
document. Itis almost complete coverage in a relatively shodelighted to hear that positive information and will welcome
time, which is very encouraging. A lot comes from thethe fact. Whilst it does not resolve their particular problem
Foundation Areas of Learning document. It is the essentidmmediately, it is some comfort to them to know there is
framework document for all teaching, learning and play thatecognition that there is a burden on parents and that the
occurs within the preschool year. Government is aware of it. It is increasing funding to
The second reference was to ECLIPSE which, in effecteducation and children’s services in large lumps, but cannot
is a screening assessment and enrichment program fsolve overnight all the problems it inherited from the previous
children aged three to five. In essence, it is the developme@overnment—that might be the bit the honourable member
of a screening tool to help our staff at preschool identify thosenight want to change when she speaks to her management
children who might be having learning difficulties, particular- committees.
ly in the area of literacy. So, it is something which has been When this Government came to office, we asked a fairly
developed to provide that assistance and we look forward teimple question, ‘Did preschools have access to a fax
its ongoing implementation within preschools. machine?’ Had the previous Minister actually given pre-
Ms STEVENS: | refer to page 133 of the Program schools access to something which is fairly common these
Estimates and Information booklet, and the funding ofdays, a fax machine, and the answer | got was the previous
preschool centres. This issue has been raised with me bylabor Minister and previous Labor Government had not
number of management committees of preschool centres provided fax machines to preschools.
my electorate. They say that, of their total funds, about half Ms Stevens interjecting:
of their income is derived from the fees they collect from  The Hon. R.I. Lucas: That does not help preschools. The
parents and the other half is split roughly between whahonourable member interjects and says, ‘Yes, but we gave it
DECS provides and fundraising initiatives. One example wago schools.’ If you happen to be speaking to one of your
that of the half split, the proportion they received frommanagement committees—and you are a stand alone
DECS, covered virtually only their cleaning and a smallpreschool and the nearest school happens to be two or three
portion of their telephone account. They make the point thakilometres down the road—the fact that the member for
because they have to pay for their utilities, telephone anélizabeth said, ‘Well, there is a fax machine three kilometres
other such things, they have quite a burden placed on thedown the road, you can put on your raincoat in the middle of
in terms of fees and fundraising. What is the total cost tavinter and walk three or four kilometres down the road and
preschool centres across South Australia of funding utilitiesise their fax machine’ is not of much comfort to them. |
and other matters such as telephones? would not suggest that the member for Elizabeth uses that
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We will obviously need to take that argument with her management committees. That is an
on notice in relation to the total cost of utilities and bring example of the sort of problem we inherited.
back a reply. At the moment we are in the process of providing not just
Ms STEVENS: As a supplementary question, how doesa fax machine but a computer for preschools. If they did not
that relate to the funding by DECS, and does the Ministehave a fax machine, they certainly did not have a computer.
agree that because preschool centres need to spend quit€teat was too far whizzbang for preschools to be allowed
large proportion of their budget on these matters there iaccess to. We are actually providing computer facilities to
therefore a very heavy burden on parents in actually providpreschools so they can move into this century, let alone next
ing funds for the real guts of what is going on in preschoolcentury, in relation to their access to technology.
centres? The honourable member would be delighted to know that
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We do agree that there is a heavy there has been a huge boost in relation to access to special
burden on parents in terms of supporting the programs atervices for preschools. | am sure we will be able to discuss
preschools. It is important to note that the costs to which théhat in further questioning. There has also been for the first
honourable member refers exclude the major cost to praime some reasonable size training and development grants
schools, and that is the salary and staffing levels. So the codisr our preschool staff. There has been a small grant to staff
the honourable member is talking about would be only thén preschools for training and development for computers and
additional costs over and above what is probably 80 or 90 peelated technology, and most recently in this budget—again
cent of the total costs. | am sure the honourable member will be delighted to
The situation is one of burden for parents. It is one weknow—there has been an allocation to the majority of
inherited from the previous Government. This Governmenpreschools in the external repair and paint program, also
has made no change in relation to this area. We havgomething that had not been done previously.
inherited—and this refers back to the earlier question from Whilst this Government has not been able to resolve
the member for Unley—in a number of areas, budgebvernight all of those problems, it has been aware of these
allocations which do not meet the demand in particular areasssues and has, in a sensible and reasonable way, been
Whilst the Liberal Government has been able to increasexpanding resources for preschools and trying to address
spending by $162 million over what the last Labor Governsome of these anomalies, such as the paint and repair
ment spent, and whilst we spend more money per studeprogram, greater facilities, providing fax machines or fax
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facilities with computers, as well as some training and For those reasons the sampling or surveying is done for
development money. The critical area for them is earlya period of six to eight weeks spread over three to four terms
intervention and additional funding in early intervention. so that we can get a fair indication of how many children are
There are many other areas | could highlight, but | do noattending. For example, if someone has an enrolment of 100
want to spend too much time in my responses. They are a festudents but only 80 students are turning up most of the time,
examples of key spending and resource initiatives that thithen the formula is conducted on the basis of the attendance,
Government is implementing in preschools. | would invite theand we think that is a reasonable approach, given that it is not
honourable member to share this answer and others with heompulsory to attend preschool, unlike schooling, and it is
management committees. one of those areas on which we broadly gave bipartisan
Ms STEVENS: | agree about the importance of early support to your Government in the implementation of the
intervention programs. Obviously it is extremely importantpolicy some time ago.
for it to start in preschools. | wish to raise the issue of how We understand also that it was negotiated with the then
staffing is allocated to preschool centres. One of the issueSouth Australian Institute of Teachers and was actually
for dealing with situations where young children come tosupported by the institute or by the union in relation to
preschool and are, in the Minister's own words, ‘behind thestaffing in this area. We do make allowances in our staffing
eight ball’ in that they have not have had the development ofor the difficulties being experienced by families and staff in
literacy before they arrive, is that in fact very closely linkedlower socioeconomic areas, so our staffing formula is either
is their attendance at preschool and the fact they also mdl10 or 1:11, based on a classification criterion which makes
have come from transient families that have a range of othapecial allowance for the sorts of difficulties to which the
issues they are dealing with, and therefore attendanamember is referring.
becomes an issue. The other area where special allowance is made is in terms
I understand that preschool centres are still staffed onf the number of students with learning difficulties, and
attendance rather than on enrolments. Therefore, preschoalearly in your area or any other area where we have larger
with a population of students who do not attend for variousnumbers of students with learning difficulties the range of
reasons—and often they are linked with those issues to whicépecial services and early intervention programs that we have
I have just referred—are disadvantaged in terms of thevill therefore be proportionately targeted to those sorts of
number of staff provided. Do you acknowledge that staffingareas to a greater degree than an area where there are few
preschools, and particularly those sorts of preschools, on thptoblems.
basis can have a detrimental effect on what can be provided, Ms STEVENS: Which preschools were closed, amalga-
and are you considering any sort of social justice loading tonated or relocated to school sites in 1996-97 and how many
staffing for preschools where it can be shown that studentslosures, amalgamations or relocations are anticipated for the
are at risk and therefore attendance can be an issue armmhming financial year, presumably after the election is out of
following on from that, the staffing formula would be the way?
affected? The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | thank the honourable member for
The Hon. R.l. Lucas: The staffing of preschools on her vote of confidence that there will be a Liberal Govern-
attendance was a policy which we inherited from thement after the next election. | am delighted by that acknow-
Government of which the member for Elizabeth was dedgment of the member for Elizabeth in her questioning.
member. Ms Stevens interjecting:
Ms STEVENS: That is not the answer to the question. The Hon. R.1. Lucas: To tell the truth, the only people
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | am just highlighting the situation. who have been fined for untruthful statements during the
You are now highlighting allegedly detrimental effects of theelection period were the Labor Party at the last election, when
staffing arrangements. This was actually a policy implementthe Hon. Terry Cameron was convicted in a court for
ed by your Minister and your Government and supported bynisleading claims made during the last election campaign.
you. Ms Stevens interjecting:
Ms STEVENS: That is not answering the question. The Hon. R.1. Lucas: He was the only one convicted. The
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Itis my answer—that is what | am only person with a conviction against his name is the leader
giving you. | am surprised that the member for Elizabethof the Labor Party’s strategy campaign. | do not think the
should now be critical of a policy which her Governmentmember for Elizabeth ought to talk about misleading claims
introduced and which was supported by her as one of the kdyeing made during an election period because she is not on
people in education and care thought and policy developmestrong ground.
within the Labor Party, so | am led to believe. Thatwould be Ms Stevens interjecting:
my first comment: no, | would not accept that the mere The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The Labor Party was the only one
application of the staffing formula in relation to attendanceconvicted. We would need to take on notice the issue of
vis a visenrolment is something that will lead to a detrimental1996-97. To be honest, there might be some in the country,
effect for children and families. but | cannot think of any in 1996-97 which have been
There is no doubt that the application of the attendanceelocated to primary school sites. We have had a number of
formula can create some difficulties in some areas, and thatroposals: one in the metropolitan area, at least of which I am
is why the calculations for the formula in relation to attend-aware, and two in the country, at Millicent and perhaps one
ance are done not just in one week of the year but througbr two in the Mid North, where we have had proposals that
four terms spread out over two weeks per term. This is donthe stand-alone preschool be closed and relocated on the
in an attempt to be fair because originally it was argued thgbrimary school site. If that information is wrong | will
it occurred in a week when a lot of children were away withcertainly come back to the honourable member, but | cannot
the flu or were out fighting bushfires on the farm, or thererecall any.
was a variety of other reasons why attendance might have So, the answer to the honourable member’s question is
been low in that week. that in 1997-98 there will be ongoing consideration of some
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of those requests from local communities about relocatioraffordability. The debate in 1997 has not changed from what
As Minister, | have not determined a final view. In broadwas going on in 1993. We have had some information. We
philosophical terms, as Minister | actually support collocationactually employed an external consultant about 12 months
where that is feasible. To have preschool and school servicegio because we had all sorts of claims about the implications
on the one site or next door to each other makes a lot of sensé the introduction of the proposed national standards for
from a child, parent, school and care services viewpointchild-care regulations. Some people were claiming extra costs
Similarly, we have the same philosophy with collocation ofof $20 to $30 a week for child-care, perhaps even higher, if
child-care services. In some areas, as the honourable memltke Government went ahead with the national standards;
will know, we are actually collocating child-care, preschoolothers were saying, ‘No,’ it would cost a very small amount,
and school services on the one site. As a broad philosoptgertainly nothing near the $20 to $30. | will obtain the
and direction | am supportive of that. information for the member because | do not have it with me.
The next step is whether it is worth spending $500 000 tdMy recollection is that the independent consultant made a few
move a preschool two kilometres down the road to a schoassumptions (which members would need to know, so | will
site. Frankly, for some of the reasons you have highlightegrovide that information) and that, as a result of the introduc-
in terms of other demands on the much needed dollar, wion of the national standards, it might lead to cost increases
have to make a difficult decision. Do we spend $250 000 oof about $18. We might check that figure: | have a recollec-
$500 000 moving a preschool to a school site for the admittetion it is between $11 and $18.
advantages that might entail when it might mean that we As a result of that information, we obviously had some
cannot put some of these other things such as computers aconcerns. We are supportive of the highest quality child-care
fax machines into schools or indeed paint the schools becauservice that we can provide. However, we are wanting to
they have not been painted before. There are those sorts pfovide affordable child-care to families in South Australia.
things as well. They are the difficult decisions that we mustt is not much use providing high quality child-care which a
take. So far my record has demonstrated, because we have terge number of families cannot afford, particularly with the
done anything in relation to that in 1996-97, that | prefer tochanges in not only this budget but also last year's Common-
spend the money at this stage on meeting some of those otheealth budget in relation to child-care assistance. We have
demands whilst not ruling out some of these relocatiorseen, for example, that those involved with The Parks child-
exercises. care centre claim that a $10 child-care increase—which they
Certainly, if some of the relocations could be done insay was brought about by the Commonwealth budget—has
moving a preschool into surplus accommodation on a schodd to the closure of that centre. If we have another increase
site, it would be much more attractive to me as Ministerof $11 to $18 in some centres, potentially we may well have
because we are not having to build the new facilities on @ situation where we have higher quality child-care which
school site. If there are surplus facilities on a school site andannot be afforded by larger numbers of middle and lower
if we can move a preschool into it with some change, and ifncome South Australian families.
that is what people want, then certainly for a low cost | am There is a balance. There are people within the child-care
happy to support it. sector at the moment who are very critical of the Government
Some of the options might be within that model. Howeverfor not proceeding posthaste with the national standards and
I have some concern about the other options, for exampléncreasing the staffing levels and quality of the staffing
where we have to rebuild a new preschool on a school sitéevels. They retain the view that we must have the highest
If it is going to cost significant sums of money, then we will quality standards possible. We have tried to balance that. We
need some convincing in terms of spending that money. Ihave consulted the child-care industry reference group and
terms of 1997-98, whomever the Minister might be, if it others. We have consulted with the child-care fieldedacto
happened to be me, | would approach it within those broa&Green paper for want of a better phrase, which includes a
parameters. range of changes but which does not proceed with changes
Mr LEGGETT: | refer specifically to the child-care to the staffing area. It maintains the existing standards within
regulations on page 126 of the Program Estimates. Will th&outh Australia.
Minister say why it has taken so long to complete the review | think we have had 180 responses already to the discus-
of child-care regulations, given that the initial work was sion paper, so there is considerable interest in the field. We
begun in 1993, and does the Minister see any cost implicaare in the process of looking at all responses, and we will
tions for consumers once those regulations are in place? seek to make a decision as quickly as we can in relation to the
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The question has been asked for thechild-care regulations that have been circulated.
past two or three years, and one of the great frustrations | It leaves for another day the debate about the staffing
have had as Minister for Education and Children’s Servicetevels and the impact on the cost of child-care services. We
has been the inability to bring to conclusion the review ofwill look at that over the next 12 months when we see
child-care regulations. | do not think | have been bold enouglpotential impacts of the Commonwealth funding changes and
to say definitely when it will be concluded, but each yeawe have settled our other child-care regulation changes as
when the question is asked | express the hope that it will bevell. 1 do not think | can add much more than that. It is an
concluded within the next 12 months. | confess, again, thatmportant issue, and | certainly do not want to be a Minister
I am hopeful. | think there are more positive signs this yeawho implements child-care regulations which lead to an even
than last year about bringing it to conclusion. | would begreater number of child-care services having to close because
hopeful of bringing it to conclusion before the end of thisof the cost of child-care and the fact that lower and middle
parliamentary term. Certainly, that is my wish and intentionincome families can no longer afford to access those services.
at this stage. MrLEGGETT: Ireferto ‘Special needs’ on page 127 of
The big dispute in the area of child-care regulations hathe Program Estimates. Will the Minister say how many
been thevexedquestion of quality, how far the regulations children in preschools receive additional support because of
should go and the extent of the regulations versus cost ardisability or developmental delay? Will the Minister indicate
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the types of services and programs that are in place for thegpiidance officer services and a range of other special
types of children? Are there special initiatives in place toeducation services.
meet the needs of rural children? Mr SCALZI: My question refers to bilingual assistance
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | will need to come back to the Programs (Estimates, page 135). Will the Minister indicate
honourable member with the exact numbers and | will do sovhat support is given to young children from non-English-
My advice is that, broadly, we have about 500 children in thespeaking backgrounds to assist them to benefit from pre-
metropolitan area who receive support under our prescho§chooling? How many children receive this support, and what
services support program. We have a number of progranfy€ the costs?
that operate in this area. Whether or not there are cross-overs The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Let me acknowledge the honour-
between programs is an issue on which | am not clear. Fg¥ble member’s ongoing interest in this Government's policies
example, a child might be accessing speech patholog§f multiculturalism and multicultural education and care. |
services and, at the same time, be accessing some otH@ow he has been a strong supporter of those programs in our
service within the department. | would have to ask officersschools and preschools. As | have done on many previous

to explore whether or not there is a degree of double countingccasions, let me acknowledge some of the pioneering work
in the numbers of children. one in this area by previous Ministers and previous Govern-

Certainly, there are significant numbers. | have figures if"€Nts- As Minister, | believe that we have been able to build
relation to referrals to speech pathology in term one of thi@n & very good foundation in this area which was established
year. It appears that there will be over 400 referrals foRY Prévious Ministers and previous Governments. As | have
speech pathology services in term one of this year. Thélready done publicly, in the Estimates Committees | again
incredible demand for speech pathology is an issue fogcknowledge the very good foundation that was built for this

preschool services and school services. This Government hg9Vernment n this area.

increased speech pathology by 72 per cent from the level of 'h€ bilingual support program, | am told, has been
speech pathology services inherited from the previouSUPPOrting about 350 children. We have 115 part-time

Government. Even through the budget reduction— ilingual assistants who work to support those children. |
Ms Stevens:Youve cut through health: thats the have to confess to almost a conflict of interest here because,

roblem unbeknownst to me, my mother, who is a Japanese national,

P ) . was evidently employed by the local children’s services
The Hon. R.I. Lucas:| have not cut through health atall. section in the South-East of South Australia—I believe on a

| am delighted that the member for Elizabeth acknowledgesgyot-term contract, but | am not sure—to provide bilingual
that education has a huge increase in speech pathology. Evegkistance, under this program, | presume, for a four year old
when we made budget reductions in some areas in 1994-9%, )anese child who had emigrated here with his father and
we continued to increase speech pathology services becayggher. | believe his father was a Japanese teacher in one of
of what we saw as the priority of (a) the early years stratégyhe |ocal high schools in Mount Gambier. | believe that the
and (b) speech pathology in particular. Through the slightlyocq| primary schools had originally approached my mother
petteryears of the budgets for 1996 and 1997 we have furthgg teach language because of the great demand to learn
increased it. The level of speech pathology services for th'§apanese. She thought that it was difficult enough looking
year is 72 per cent higher, yet we still cannot meet theger three or four children, and the prospect of 25 or 30
demand out_there amongst famlll_es. All members, including,dents in a primary school class was too much for her to
you, Mr Chairman, in the south will know of examples from ¢,ntemplate. She had been teaching Japanese language at
constituents. We have reduced the waiting lists but we stiffAFE She was snared by, | presume, the local children

have waiting lists. Some waiting lists we inherited were Sixseryices staff there to be part of this bilingual assistance
to 12 months. We have reduced the extent of them, but theg ogram.

are still waiting lists for services, and even with this huge So, | have seen it from both sides now: | have seen it as
boost we still cannot meet the tremendous demand and negflnister and | have seen it from a family perspective. The
for speech pathology. perspective that my mother gave me of the program—and |
So, we are looking at a range of programs and we argm not sure what centre it was in Mount Gambier—was an
looking at trying to use our services better. We have problementirely encouraging one. She said that she does not know
in the country areas, which the honourable member hasow staff would cope with a four year old Japanese-speaking
identified, in trying to attract speech pathologists to move tghild (who | believe, if | can put it kindly, was lively, in terms
and be prepared to work in country areas. We are looking ajf his interactions with the preschool there) without the aid
what we can do. At the moment, metropolitan speeclyf a bilingual assistant for part of the time. | guess in the past
pathologists are visiting on a rotation and roster basis to tryhey have had to: it is not always possible to resolve these
to meet the demand and reduce the waiting lists in thosgsues. That is one of the challenges of preschool teaching,
areas. For the first time we are using outsourcing with privatg/here you have some children who have no English language
providers of speech pathology to try to fill that demand in aat all and you somehow have to communicate. So, it is not all
number of areas. a bed of roses in preschools, but certainly the bilingual
I will take the rest of the honourable member’s questiorassistance program is a terrific program, both from a
on notice—in terms of the number of students, in particular—ministerial perspective and also from a personal perspective
and try to bring back a reply which might indicate the totalnow, from someone | know who is actively involved in the
number of students who we are assisting in the special neegsogram.
area. | believe that the answer will be many thousands, when Ms WHITE: One of the issues that looms very large in
we look at all the programs through one normal year. Iregions such as the one I represent and also those represented
believe that it will be interesting for members to ascertainby my colleague, the member for Elizabeth, is the assistance
how many children we help in a normal year with specialto students with disabilities. Possibly these electorates would
needs with an additional service such as speech patholodye the hardest hit by the Federal Liberal Government’s
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changes to child-care arrangements. We have talked a little The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | will take that question on notice,
about students with learning difficulties, but what specialbut | do not think that we would have any centrally collected
measures will the Minister now take to ensure that studentaformation on this matter. We might be able to provide the
with disabilities are not worse off as a result of changes tdonourable member with some assessments by district
Commonwealth funding arrangements? coordinators of rough orders of magnitude. If we have any
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Again, we will need to define our figures, | am happy to share them with the honourable
areas. We have already briefly touched upon a significariiember.
expansion of State resources in terms of students or children Ms WHITE: The Minister has received some representa-
with disabilities in our preschool or four year old programs,tions from kindergartens regarding their operating costs,
and | am happy to provide further information there. In theparticularly in respect of such items as cleaning and mainte-
special education area there is a significant expansion ¢fance which seem to have become considerably more
State-funded services for four year old children with disabili-expensive for kindergartens. What is the Minister doing or
ties in our preschool programs. Can the honourable membeyhat does he intend to do to assist kindergartens which are
clarify what additional service she is referring to in relationstruggling to meet these routine costs?
to children with disabilities that she wants a response t0? 1o Hon. R.I. Lucas: | refer the honourable member to

Ms WHITE: Basically, there is a high proportion of 3 response that I gave to an earlier question from the member
children with disabilities in both child-care and preschool infgr Elizabeth because it dealt with this exact area. If she is
ourareas. unhappy with any aspect of that answer, | am happy to further

Mr Brindal interjecting: expand my earlier response.

Ms WHITE: A higher concentration of children who have  ps\WHITE: Will the Minister supply to the Committee,
disabilities—and multiple disabilities—which would require on notice if necessary, a list of country centres which will
a higher proportion of funding to meet that need. Clearly, the.gntinue to receive operational subsidies?

Commonwealth funding arrangement changes will impact on
; o . The Hon. R.Il. Lucas: | am happy to do that. From m
them, and | am asking the Minister what measures he will mediate knowledge, those cpe%res include Balaklgva

take to try to alleviate the disadvantage those children woul ; .
suffer as a result of those changes by the Federa eduna, the Riverland and, I think, Bordertown and Penola.

Government. - .
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We will need to take some advice. Additional Departmental Adviser.
The immediate advice | have from Dawn Davis is that the Mr C. Charlesworth, Acting Director, Schools Operations.
Commonwealth has provided us with some additional
funding which might be up to $800 000—I am not sure over Mr BRINDAL: | refer to page 125 of the Program
what period of time that is, so we need to check that—foiEstimates and Information, specifically to capital works
extra support for children with special needs in child-care angxpenditure. | note that this year the projected capital works
outside school hours care. It is evidently a new fundingexpenditure for DECS is $105 million. Is that a significant
program under the Commonwealth budget; therefore, thimcrease? If so, why has the Government significantly
money will not come to the State. We will take that on noticeincreased capital works expenditure, which projects does the
and try to get details of this new Commonwealth program ané@overnment expect to complete during this financial year,
how it might apply to South Australia so the honourableand can any of these projects be put down to a cynical
member can share that information with her constituents. kxercise in vote buying or do they actually form part of an
is an acknowledged need, and if the Commonwealth is doingngoing program of the department?
something additional in that area we would be pleased to The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | refer to an earlier guestion from
share the information with the honourable member as sooghe honourable member about the problems inherited by this
as we can get it. Government from the previous Government. One of the
Ms WHITE: In relation to the issue of preschool fees, biggest problems concerns the run-down nature of school and
have the preschool fees imposed by preschool managemeneschool buildings and facilities. There is a tremendous
committees increased on average over the past year? If dmacklog of maintenance and minor works requirements in
what are the reasons for this? schools and preschools which has not been able to be handled
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We will check for you, but | do not  overnight and which will take many years to try to tackle in
believe that we have any figures on a survey of preschoderms of increased budgets. | am pleased that in last year’s
fees. | would be amazed if preschool fees have not increasdadget we saw a further significant increase in the overall
They have increased every year for the past 30 years undeapital works budget. It was the first time that the budget
Labor and Liberal Governments. The simple fact of life isactually went over $100 million to about $102 million. This
that costs increase on an annual basis, and under the previo@ar's budget has been further increased slightly to just over
Government there were annual increases in preschool fe€gl05 million. So, it is certainly not a rapid last minute change
As | said, | would be amazed if a good number of our centred terms of increasing funds in this area. There has been a
have not increased their preschool fees by a small amoursiteady, slow build-up in terms of the amount of funding
Some centres will seek to freeze their fees for a little while devoted to capital works programs.
It may be that this year some centres have frozen their fee As | said, this amount of $105 million follows the
level at last year’s level to give parents a bit of a breather$102 million of the previous year. Itis a significant increase
However, itis my understanding that, as has been the practi¢e the level of budgets which seemed to vary about
for 20 or 30 years, increases in preschool fees would hav§70 million or $80 million a year (or sometimes less) under
been listed by management committees. the previous Government. That was roughly what the capital
Ms WHITE: Will the Minister take that question on works program seemed to average in variation under the
notice? previous Government.
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To have a total capital works program now of overrecently and will be looking at what minor works and
$100 million is a clear indication of a very significant boost maintenance will be required and what ongoing commitments
and a long-term strategy to try to increase funding inwe need to give to those schools. | am visiting the Anangu
maintenance and minor works—the extra $3 million this yeatands with some colleagues | think next week or the week
for the External Repair and Maintenance Program is a furtheafter because | want to see first-hand some of the facilities
indication of that—and lift the quality of our schools. A and programs, and soon after that we would like to look at
number of members in this room, and the member fowhat capital works we need to undertake in that area. | know
Elizabeth | am sure will be one, will be able to give personathat the Chief Executive Officer, Denis Ralph, has been to the
testimony to the difference that a major redevelopment oAnangu schools in recent times and, after | have referred to
facilities at a school can make. The honourable member'some other aspects of your question, he might be able to offer
constituents under the previous Government and thisome personal comment in relation to the issue of facilities
Government have enjoyed the benefits of significant redevethat you have raised about the schools on the Anangu lands.
opments of school buildings and facilities. I am not sure whether | can provide much more detail in

I know from discussions with staff and parents of therelation to the anti-racism curriculum other than the bit the
tremendous lift in morale and spirit in school communitieshonourable member has picked up from the Program
when redevelopment is going on in those schools. | wouldstimates, and that is that we have produced it and it is
love to be in a position, overnight, to do it for all the 650 presently being distributed. The honourable member referred
schools and 300-odd pre-schools in South Australia. Howto a resolution passed in the House of Assembly in relation
ever, the reality of the finances of the State, with the Statéo the stolen generation. The Legislative Council moved the
Bank debt and all those sorts of things, is such that it is natame motion which was supported not only by the Labor
possible. The $105 million program is terrific but it will still Party but also the Australian Democrats, so we are able to say
not solve the problems in one year: it is part of a long-ternthat all Parties represented in the Parliament supported the
strategy to try to correct the problems. resolution. As the Minister for Education and Children’s

Mr BRINDAL: With regard to the House of Assembly’s Services | was pleased to move the motion in the Legislative
recent apology to the lost generation of Aboriginal childrenCouncil in exactly the same terms as that which was moved
and the debate whipped up in the community by the membéday the Minister in the House of Assembly.
for Oxley, can you explain the initiatives taken in support of  In relation to the anti-racism curriculum documents, | will
the Pitjantjatjara Yankuntjarjara Education Committee andjet some information for the honourable member as to its
the Anangu Education Program generally but with specifidistribution and the cost of its development. That program
reference to the anti-racism curriculum, which | believe youbacks up our multiculturalism policy which we launched last
are preparing for distribution, and also the capital developyear: | think the honourable member attended the launch of
ments associated with the Wiltja program which you haveahe Multiculturalism in Schooling and Children’s Services
personally overseen? Policy. As the member knows, and as | said, this is not

The Hon. R.l. Lucas: | need to take some aspects of something which has occurred just under this Government:
those questions on notice. The honourable member has hag have built on the foundation which was established by
a personal commitment to the Wiltja program, and | think itprevious Ministers. There has been the release of the new
was under his tutelage as the shadow Minister that | firspolicy document and the anti-racism materials. Having
visited the Woodville High School and saw the embryoniclooked at the anti-racism materials, they are quality materials
stages of a terrific program that was being commenced as pad | think teachers in that area of the curriculum will be well
of the Wiltja program. We have committed significant served in terms of classroom and instruction programs that
resources—I think $1.2 million—to a major new facility at they might want to deliver.
the old Morris Hospital at Northfield, and | hope that we  We have seen some unfortunate activities by National
might in the near coming months be able to celebrate thAction outside some of our Government schools in South
opening of those facilities. There was no doubting that whilsAustralia, in the northern suburbs in particular. Today we
the idea was terrific it needed upgraded facilities, and wéave again had threats of actions by National Action outside
were pleased therefore to commit $1.2 million for those newone of our northern metropolitan high schools. Previously |
facilities. issued a joint statement with the President of the Australian

Those students who undertake their secondary scho@&ducation Union (which does not always happen) because on
program at the Woodville High School make a very bigthis issue we were prepared to condemn what was occurring
cultural shift in terms of coming from the Anangu lands to thelate last year and highlight the distress it was causing not only
metropolitan area, and the Wiltja program allows them tao children in the schools but also to teachers, staff and
manage that cultural shift. The new facilities will provide parents. Whilst we are doing a lot of good work in schools
them with quality living and teaching and learning facilities there are tremendous pressures in the community, and not
as well as being involved at the Woodville High School. | amonly the member for Oxley but other fellow travellers in
delighted that the Woodville High School this year will South Australia and in other States are causing great distress
commence a $3 million upgrade of its facilities. As one of thefor children, teachers and staff in our schools.
oldest high schools in the State it was in a sorry state of MrBRINDAL: |acknowledge the bipartisan support and
disrepair and needed significant money, and we weracknowledge the contribution the Minister has made.
prepared to commit $3 million to that program as well. TheSpecifically | was exploring the issue raised by the Opposi-
Wiltja program has been very successful in terms of what ition that this was a pork-barrelling electioneering budget.
is seeking to undertake and we have been supportive of thdow many votes does the Minister think he has bought with
ongoing operation of that program to the extent of the capitathis exercise?
works commitments that we have made. The Hon. R.1. Lucas: In relation to this area, it should not

In relation to the schools in the Anangu lands, officersbe construed by anyone, Opposition or otherwise, as a
from the Facilities Section of the department have visited ipolitical exercise. This budget includes terrific initiatives
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funded in this area, which should not be portrayed by the The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | would love the opportunity to
Opposition as pork-barrelling or electioneering parts of thenove a substantive motion, if that is the way of doing it—we
budget. They are important parts of an on-going progranmight do that on another occasion. | was diverted in respond-
within our schools. | acknowledge the previous support andhg to the first part of the question. The second part of the
would like to see it continue for these important initiativesquestion refers to claims that have been made by the Leader
within Education and Children’s Services. of the Opposition in an extraordinarily misleading way and

Ms WHITE: As | open the examination on the schools by the shadow Minister that, with the $72 million increase by
area, | will return briefly to something relevant to my first the Liberal Government in this budget for education,
question, namely, the comment of the member for Unley$63 million of that was for increases in teacher salaries. | had
where did the $1.02 billion come from? It comes from pageto correct the shadow Minister on three separate occasions in
150 of Financial Paper No. 2, which gives a figure ofthe Legislative Council on that extraordinarily misleading
$1.02 billion under ‘Recurrent—Appropriated from Consoli- claim. In the Legislative Council | used stronger words than
dated Account’. The figure that the Minister and the membethat, because it is not correct.

for Unley have been quoting includes capital works plus all  aAg | indicated to the shadow Minister, the increase in the
Commonwealth grants. If the member for Unley had I|stene(§a|ary cost includes a range of things; for example, large
carefully to my speech he would understand that | was talkingumbers of increased teachers and school services officers
about State funding. My statement was clearly correct.  \ho have to be paid a salary. The mistake the shadow
~ The question | ask the Minister relates to the salarieg/inister has made on a number of occasions in interpreting
increase of $63 million. Given that the total funding of the budget documents is that she has looked at the compari-
salaries increased by $63 million, will the Minister tell the son of salaries for this budget and the last budget and
Committee how much the increase is to meet the cost qfymediately jumped out with the Institute of Teachers and
salary increases for teachers of 11 per cent from 1 Decembgijith the Australian Education Union and said $63 million of
last year, 1.5 per cent from July 1997 and 1.5 per cent fronghis $72 million is actually the salary increase that the union
December this year, 1997, under the enterprise agreemenfgyght for during the enterprise agreement. It is a fundamen-
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | respond to the honourable ta|, basic misunderstanding of the budget documents. We
member’s opening comments, as | do not think she hagaye had to correct the shadow Minister on three separate
clarified the issue at all. Why would you refer to just onegccasions publicly and in the Legislative Council on this
aspect of the budget and ignore important areas of painfssye. | highlight that again to the member for Taylor. In
repair, maintenance and capital works? relation to the specific questions now being asked as to how
Mr BRINDAL: They ignored it for 20 years. much the individual components of the salary increases might
~ The Hon. R.l. Lucas: Yes, and they will continue t0 haye cost, clearly we will need to take the issue on notice and
ignore it in this budget. To ignore a whole section of theshare that information with the honourable member.
education budget and say that one will concentrate on this Ms WHITE: In asking my second question | point out to

figure because it is smaller—it is $1 billion instead ofthe Minister, when he talks about dishonesty in that

$1.3 billion—and to mount a claim that this is a terrible - ' . .
budget with further cuts, etc, really is an interesting way toﬁt‘ozz bgggg fll%lge’uahdi[r'ttﬁ g n:iﬁz tg&uﬁirﬁlﬁgﬁtufc%p%;

interpret the budget figures, which is the kindest way | Car?:unds—Appropriated from Consolidated Account’. That is

%u;gélst 1/?/20fr?e?gieowi)t/h(iiwotwgq(?gV;(?tﬂgnri?grrgsnaslgrl:éilzﬁis figure. The question | now ask relates to the total cost in
: 9 P 9 996-97 of other commitments such as the flexible initiatives
and ignores any fees and other revenues that we generate. %gram under the enterprise agreement

budget is a total budget and a total expenditure. To concen- ] .
trate on one particular area is dishonest. | do not personally The Hon.R.I. Lucas:To return to what is going to be an
blame the member for Taylor because she is relayin§n-9oing d|sc.u55|on with the member for' Taylor, she referg
information from the Leader of the Opposition, Mike Rann, 10 one figure in the budget papers. The figure she quotes is
and the shadow Minister. | would level the accusations ofth entirely accurate reflection of that one figure. What I am
dishonesty at those two. explaining to her is that she has picked up only one section

Mr ATKINSON: On a point of order, Sir, the Minister of ourto_tal payments. | do not know how many times | have
has made in a House of Assembly committee an allegatioff €xplain to the member for Taylor: she has looked at and
of dishonesty against the Leader of the Opposition. | regarguoted that one figure but has not included the total DECS
that as unparliamentary and one that may only be made gudget. It does not matter how many times she returns to
substantive motion, and | ask him to withdraw. page whatever it was, it is still only one section of our total

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | do not want the proceedings of budget. You cannot, in a_fai_r way, refer to a section of the
the Committee to be diverted. If the member for Spence hadudget and make your criticisms in an aggregate or overall
taken offence, | would be delighted to withdraw the accusaWay about that. | am happy to have this exchange with the
tion of dishonesty and replace it with an accusation of beingionourable member for as long as she wishes, but it will not
extraordinarily misleading. change the fact that our budget is about $1.3 billion.

Mr BRINDAL: It appears to be quite in order for the  Inrelation to flexible resourcing, which is the second part
member of the Opposition to use the privilege of otherof the honourable member’s question, the budgeted figure for
Parliaments to make quite serious allegations againshe 1997 calendar year is $18 million. The budgeted figure
Ministers, so | do not see why this Minister is out of order. for the 1998 calendar year is $18 million. | think the honour-

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Unley knows that able member has now asked for the financial year 1996-97.
there is no point in this Committee going down that path. Thed will obtain the exact figures for the honourable member, but
Minister has graciously substituted his words with others andiguess it will be a little less than half of the $18 million for
there the matter should rest. The Minister is completing hishe calendar year 1997 so, as a ballpark figure, we would be
answer to a question from the member for Taylor. looking at $8 million to $9 million.
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Ms WHITE: Would the Minister address the reasons forby one particular person, and that statement related to an
the Commonwealth’s specific purpose grants for primary andnalysis of future enrolment figures for Plympton Primary
secondary education having fallen by almost $4.5 million,School, but it did not relate to the recommendations of the
from $100 million to $95.6 million? Which programs will be group. | understand that there is an overall recommendation
cut as a result? from that group.

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | do not envisage that programs  As Minister, | have not yet seen the review committee
will be cut as a result of the Commonwealth-State fundingecommendations. | would anticipate seeing those in the very
relations in this area. The State Government has just broughear future and then being in a position fairly soon thereafter
down its budget based on both the State and Commonwealtb make a decision one way or another in relation to the future
moneys that we are estimating we will receive, and we havef Plympton Primary School. | acknowledge the views of the
indicated what programs will continue for the cominglocal member, very strongly supporting the continuation of
financial year. In this area of school education, in terms oPlympton as an R to 7 school, and | acknowledge the strong
classroom instruction and those general primary and secosupport from a number of parents. | would be surprised if that
dary programs, we do not just fund certain things out of theview has not been reflected in the review committee’s report.
Commonwealth money and certain things out of the Statélowever, | have not seen the report, so | am notin a position
money. Most of the money for schools comes from the Stateo indicate whether or not that is the case. In terms of time
Approximately 90 per cent of the funds come from the Statdines, | would hope to be seeing the report and discussing it
and just over 10 per cent comes from the Commonwealtkvith the Chief Executive in the very near future and making
Government, so the vast bulk of the money is State relatec decision as soon as possible after that.

Commonwealth money is obviously welcomed, butitisnot Mr LEGGETT: As a follow-up question, could the
the biggest component of State-based school education. Minister detail the latest developments with the progress of

Mr LEGGETT: | refer to page 125 under ‘Agency Plympton R to 12, noting also that Roger Henderson is the
Programs’, dealing with school closures—which is a fairlynew foundation Principal, which | am delighted to hear?
emotive issue—but specifically with my electorate of The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | might have to get some further
Hanson. Camden and Netley schools have been closed dovytiormation for the honourable member on that. | know that
to pave the way for the new R to 12 school at the Plympton saw in the last couple of weeks a report which gave a new
High School site. Itis an emotive issue regarding Plymptoworking title, although that is not to be the final name of the
Primary School. The Minister is very much aware that | amschool. However, they did not want to keep on calling it
a supporter that the school remain R to 7. At present there Blympton R to 12. The community is working on calling it
a review for the Plympton Primary School to see whether iiAnzac R to 12, after the Anzac Highway cluster.
remains Rto 7, is cut back to R to 6, or, God forbid, goesto  Mr Chairman, as we are getting close to the lunch break,
R to 5. Can the Minister give an update on that presentmight conclude this answer with your concurrence when we
review? resume. We might be able to obtain some further information

The Hon. R.1. Lucas: Let me acknowledge the terrific about the management and facilities issues in relation to the
work that the honourable member has done in supportingstablishment of that school for next year.

Plympton Primary School over his three or four years as the

local member. It has an excellent principal in Simon Dawson, [Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]

as well as some excellent staff, and | know that Simon and

his staff have turned that school around over the last five or The CHAIRMAN: Before the break the Minister

six years from a school with low enrolments to one which aindicated that he had an answer to the question asked by the
one stage people were queuing up to enter. So, | acknowledgieember for Hanson.

the excellence of the work that Simon and his staff have The Hon. R.1. Lucas: There are two aspects. One is that
undertaken at Plympton and also the work that the honourabtée capital works program for this year includes an announce-
member has done in supporting them. ment of a $2 million program, with $1.55 million to be spent

As part of the restructuring of schools in the Anzacthis year on the redevelopment of Plympton High School, or
cluster, as it was known, the honourable member indicated@hatever it is now going to be called, to look at occupational
that Netley primary and Camden primary were closed antiealth, safety and welfare matters relating to technical
that a new Rto 12 or R to 13 school at Plympton High Schoobtudies, science, laboratories and art. There is that aspect.
site was to be established. At the time those decisions were In relation to the planning for the new school, | am told
taken, there was an announcement that there would bethat the interim school council proposal has been approved
review of the structure of the primary school remaining atoy me, and it will take the major responsibilities in relation
Plympton. As the honourable member would know, there wato the planning for next year, including responsibility for the
a view at one stage through the committees that Plymptoschool name. The proposed list of names has been referred
Primary School should close as well. | know that was noto the school council for consultation with the community.
supported by the local member and indeed a range of oth&bviously, they will have to liaise with the department and
people, so the decisions eventually were that Netley anthe Geographical Names Advisory Committee, and then that
Camden schools would close but that Plympton Primaryecommended name will be submitted to me.

School would remain open. The selection process for the appointment of the principal

The decision was announced that we would review thef the new school has been concluded and the local member
structure of schooling at Plympton and whether it should stayvill be delighted to know that Mr Roger Henderson, currently
as Rto 7, or perhaps become R to 5 or R to 6. My advice i®rincipal of Plympton High School, was successful in that.
that the terms of reference for that review committee weré&o, | extend my congratulations to Roger. We have had some
approved in April this year. The review process was confine leadership at Plympton High School over recent years,
ducted in May, and the report was signed by all members aiind | am sure that will continue with the challenge ahead of
the review committee. A minority statement was submittechim.
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In relation to the draft design education brief, a team ofThen for a few years we do not spend much money and just
architects has been appointed. The team is in the processmfintain what we have got; then we find five years later that
converting the school’s education brief into a concept plan fowe spend another big lump of money.
the redevelopment. EDS is now requiring agencies to pay on a yearly basis a

Mr SCALZI: | refer to page 145 of the Estimates of proportionate share of the ongoing cost so that we do not
Expenditure. Under this Government there has been a recohdve a big payment in one year and nothing for five years and
injection of funds for information technology in schools. Thisthen a big payment. In effect, we are purchasing a service
has been coupled with a whole of State emphasis on developnd, for an agency, that is a big mindset change. We have
ing a world class IT industry, which includes EDS. What isgone from cash accounting to accrual accounting and we are
being done to assist schools with the changes taking plackoking at those sorts of charges. The same thing will happen
especially in relation to EDS? for schools.

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: It is fair to say that with any new There is that frustration that they have perhaps purchased
partnership or marriage there are always some wrinkling ougomething in one year and have not purchased something for
problems that have to be sorted through. Whilst from a wholdive years, and then have to do it again in five years’ time.
of government viewpoint the Minister for Information and Instead of that, they must now pay an ongoing service charge
Contract Services has indicated the overall savings tforthat service. We will continue to debate where we believe
Government, clearly in relation to the individual impacts inthe charge is excessive: | am not saying that we will not be
individual agencies some issues have had to be resolved agderying the number of charges, but there is that mindset or
remain to be resolved, speaking frankly. cultural change about the ongoing payment for a service

One of the issues which | know has been of concern toather than a lump payment every few years.
schools is some concern with what is known within EDS as Ms WHITE: During the break | clarified with the
the change request process, that is, when they want to exteMtinister his response to one of my questions which he said
an aspect of the local area network at their school, the procesg would take on notice; there was a misunderstanding about
they have to follow under the EDS contract, certainly in thewhat | was asking for, and | wish to clarify that. Of the
early stages, has been too slow, has taken too long and h&83 million for salaries, | asked the Minister to provide the
caused frustration to principals, teachers, staff, schoakspective components under the enterprise agreement of
councils, Ministers, and local members of Parliament. salary increases, and he agreed to do so. | then asked what

I know that the member for Hartley has been interested invas the total cost of other commitments in the 1996-97 year
this area because one of his schools has been a leader in tefimslving matters such as the flexible initiative programs
of the introduction of information technology in schools, andunder the enterprise agreement, and | think the Minister
that is the Norwood-Morialta High School campus, inthought | was asking only for the flexible initiatives, but |
particular, Mr lan Faulkner, whom | met when | visited the was asking for all other commitments.
school some time ago. He is an expert in this area and his The Hon. R.I. Lucas: For the 1996-97 year?
expertise is much valued by the school community and Ms WHITE: Yes.
certainly, having that sort of expertise available to the The Hon. R.I. Lucas:| am happy to take that on notice
department, assists the department in trying to handle thend try to provide whatever information | can.
discussions with EDS and other suppliers as well. Ms WHITE: With regard to page 126 of the Program

The change request process issue has been discussed vlgtimates, dealing with grants to schools, how much is the
the Minister for Information and Contract Services, and Iprovision in this year's budget for operating grants to schools
know he shared my concern in relation to the early teethingnd what is the allocation formula?
problems, as he put it, in relation to the change request The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We will take that on notice, but are
process. He actually announced a month or so ago, | thinkou talking about the school support grants or a range of
the results of further consideration and a discussion that hether grants?
had with EDS. They had announced some changes in terms Ms WHITE: All grants that schools need to operate.
of their process in handling these change requests. That The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | think we can provide information
related not just to schools but to all agencies, and we aren school support grants and schoolcard, for example. | think
hopeful that some of the changes flagged by the Minister anitlis probably the school support grant that the member is
EDS will mean that we will have a shorter turnaround time.asking about, because we have 1 001 different grant schemes

One of the issues with a new partnership like this is thatvhich apply to different schools in different ways. For
there are 1 001 different examples of requests. | know ED®xample, we announced this week the STEP program, a
hopes that, now it has had the experience of a few months, iéchnology program worth $145 000 which goes to only a
might almost be able to have som® formaresponses; that small number of schools and which is submission based. |
is, if a school requests this sort of thing, rather than havingvill certainly work on the basis of providing information on
to investigate each request completely, independently arthe school support grants, for which this year we have
individually, it might be able to categorise them into aannounced a 2 per centincrease in the budget. The allocation
particular type of change request process, and that might théarmula is per capita enrolment based.
be able to be fast tracked it and done more quickly, thereby Ms WHITE: Given the Minister’s regulation which sets
reducing some of the frustration. compulsory fees in all South Australian schools this year,

They are the sorts of issues that we are still discussingvhat is the total amount that parents will pay this year
There is also theexedquestion of the cost of the services through school fees?
which has been an issue. Again, this is a big change for The Hon. R.l. Lucas: We will take that on notice,
agencies, and it will therefore be a big change for schoolsalthough | am not sure whether we will be able to provide that
For agencies, for example, we have a situation where in thiaformation. We have provided information about the level
past every few years we have purchased the capital equipf fees, but schools have their own discount rates; for some,
ment of computers and technology and putting in a networkpay early and receive a discount, and others, make a payment
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per term. Schools have a range of different arrangements in The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Schools do not have the authority
relation to the payment. We are certainly happy to provideo take people to court for the gap.
information on the level of fees. We have actually gazetted Ms WHITE: Is the answer ‘No’?
the levels of fees up to $150 and $200 for materials and Mr BRINDAL: | want to assist the Committee with the
services charges. We are not sure of the total. Mr Treloar tellearning curve of the honourable member.
me that the ballpark estimate is $18 million to $20 millionin ~ Mr Atkinson interjecting:
total, but we will take it on notice and see what information ~ Mr BRINDAL: The member for Spence nods his head
we can provide. but it happens to be a very important issue.

Ms WHITE: | would be interested in that figure. | know ~ Mr ATKINSON: | shake.
that the Australian Education Union in its submission tothe Mr BRINDAL: No, you nod; you never shake. The
Senate Inquiry into Private and Commercial Funding didquestion is this: has this Government legislated or made
estimate a total of $30 million. What school operating costsschool fees compulsory? Is there some new rule that states
specifically, does the Government accept responsibility fothat schools have to collect fees? Secondly, could you explain
paying? In other words, what will the Government pay forthe manner in which a series of governments have moved
and what will the Government not pay for? What does thdrom things such as the blackboard grant, where you could
Government accept responsibility for and what does th@rder chalk and toilet paper purely by requisition, to school-
Government expect parents to pay for? based funding, and how school-based funding has made it

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: As it has for 20 years, the Govern- Very difficult to answer the question of who pays for what?
ment pays for essential tuition, teaching and learning thathere has been a shift from pure requisition—the Govern-
occurs within schools. That has not changed significantiyn€nt supplying the electricity and many other things—to
from what has occurred in South Australian schools forschool-based funding where schools are responsible for their
decades under Labor and Liberal Governments. There is tf¥/n accounts. Could you explain to all members how that
notion that, in some way, school fees and the payment of g1akes it almostimpossible to differentiate between what the
materials and services charge is a new notion. It has existégovernment pays for and what parents pay for?
for decades. The charges have been increased over that periodTh® CHAIRMAN:  Could we have a budget paper
of time. The Government of the day is responsible under thEeference? . ,
Education Act for the essential requirements of teaching and Mr BRINDAL: - Page 126, provision of general primary
learning. Clearly, the salaries of classroom teachers are tffglucation in schools and provision of general secondary
major component of costs but we pay for a variety of otheffducation in schools. _ _
things. That is what the budget document is about. We could The Hon. R.l. Lucas: Inrelation to the issue of compul-
go through every line to indicate where we make a contribu$OTy school fees or charges, the honourable member is
tion in terms of payment towards education and children'd€chnically correct. The law does not require or compel
services. Equally, there is a contribution from parents througichools to levy those fees and charges, but for decades, under
either fundraising or a materials and services charge, argPth Labor and Liberal Governments, they have taken the

there is a contribution, in a very small way, through sponsord€cision, obviously, in terms of what they want to provide to
ship from some private sector organisations. their children over and above what the Government provides

through the department, whether it be through fundraising or
a materials or services charge. In the end, it is two different
ways of levying funding or finances from parents or the local

han that. | fl ommunity. | agree with the honourable member: technically,
more than that. | am prepared to reflect on my answer an hey are not forced to, but in essence for decades they have
!f therg was anythmg more | C.OU|d offer, 1 would. My been required to raise the funding because they believe what
immediate response is that there is not much more | can Oﬁ‘?ﬁey want to provide to their students, under both Labor and

other than that. The budget document indicates where they o o Governments, can be assisted by further fundraising
Government is able to support the running of schools. To th fforts of parents

we add parent contributions and any other revenue we are The Government has brought down a regulation which
able to generate. Our operations are not much different fror\TR/iII assist schools in the collection of the materials and

the operations under the previous Labor and Liberal Govermsg ices charge. As | have indicated at previous Estimates

ments. . ) . Committee hearings, some schools have been successfully
Ms WHITE: It was a fairly simple question. using the courts for years to enforce the payment of materials
The CHAIRMAN: Is the member for Taylor asking a and services charges, in particular in the southern area. Mr
supplementary question? The Minister did give an extensivEhairman, you would be aware of schools to the south of
answer and has undertaken to look at his answer. If he is abjgur electorate which have been successfully using the court
to bring back further information he will do so. Does the system for a long time. However, one court, in particular, has
honourable member have a further question? not supported it. The Government put it beyond question and
Ms WHITE: Yes, | do. Outlining what the Government doubt by issuing a regulation which will allow the support.
is responsible for paying in terms of operating costs is a Interms of the rest of the detail of the member’s question,
fundamental issue about which many of my constituents askhe member obviously has a good deal of history in the State
so | hope that information can be given by the Minister. Doesystem to which he can refer. In essence, | understand the
the Minister anticipate schools may take parents to court fopoint that he is making, which is that schools now have a
the gap of $40 (in the case of primary schools) or $30 (in théudget, which is comprised of a whole range of different
case of secondary schools) between new schoolcard allowaglements: it is the parent fundraising, the school materials and
ces of $110 for primary school students and $170 foservices charge income, Government grants and contribu-
secondary school students and the maximum compulsory fe@ens, hire of facilities, and so on. In some areas it is a very
under the regulation? important income for schools in terms of hire of facilities,

Ms WHITE: Would you be willing to detail those costs,
perhaps on notice?
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | do not think | can offer much
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which goes into the school funds as well. So, all that gpesommunity of the possible options being considered by the
together in terms of the particular decisions they make aboufnley council in relation to Goodwood Primary School. |
their own school funding. know through you, as local member, but also directly from
Mr BRINDAL: | wish to pursue the same line of the school, of the school’'s concern, because it is an inner
guestioning on page 125, and again through the capitauburban school on a fairly restricted site. Clearly, they had
expenditure. Minister, you would be aware of increasingsome significant concerns about the plan of the Mayor of
pressure from other groups within the community concerningJnley and the proposals of the City of Unley which might
the preservation of all green spaces, and this is beginning trave related to Goodwood.
impinge on schools. | am aware of this in relation to one | am pleased to see that in very recent times it would
school which is much smaller than it was, which has identi-appear that because of the opposition from the local school
fied some surplus green space it wants to sell so that it casommunity and the local member the City of Unley and the
build a performing arts centre for its students. That is a strondylayor of Unley might have backed off. | believe they are
decision of the education and school community andndicating now that they did not really mean it. So, | believe
allowable under your rules. | am also aware of another schodhat has been an example where the local community working
in which similar surplus land to requirements has beernn concert with the local member have had a victory, and the
identified, where itis proposed that that land be sold and th€ity of Unley and the Mayor of Unley perhaps are left to
money used to build a gymnasium for children in the schoolgxplain for themselves their position in relation to Goodwood
again with the strong concurrence of the local communityand the position they have adopted on other issues.
What are the Minister’s thoughts on a Government which MsWHITE: | wish to clarify the Minister’s answer to the
would put fetters on him, as Minister, to allow for the betterlast of my questions. | asked whether schools could take
education of children in schools based solely on the premisgarents to court for the gap between the new schoolcard
that every blade of grass is important and we cannot relocatdlowance and the gazetted maximum compulsory fee under
the use of any land. the regulation, and you said ‘No.” Are you saying that if
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Itis always a question of balance, DECS pays the schoolcard amount and the parent refuses to
in terms of Government and Government administration. Irpay the balance to that gazetted maximum amount then your
philosophical terms, this Government and |, as Minister, haveegulation does not apply?
taken the view that where local communities have wantedto The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Yes. | cannot be much clearer than
sell their surplus space—and that is an issue that has to ltleat, | would have thought. It does not matter how many
determined together with the departmental officers—we havdifferent ways you ask the question. The view is if you have
been willing to work through with those local communities a schoolcard student or family who can only pay to a certain
and support them in the sale of their space. That then raiséavel, in the discussions we had with principals—I am sur-
other issues which the honourable member obviously will berised that the member for Taylor would have any concerns
familiar with, where there then may well be concerns fromabout this—that it really ought not be the case where a school
the broader community, not just the school community, aboutould take a schoolcard family to court for the differential
the preservation of open space. That then brings in othdretween that and whatever the levied fee. | would have
agencies and other Ministers and you then have to go throughought the honourable member would support that social
a delicate balancing act in terms of what is in the besjustice aspect of our proposals.
interests of the whole community. Mr ATKINSON: | refer the Minister to page 133 of the
Clearly, as Minister for Education and Children’s Program Estimates, ‘Provision of General Primary Education
Services, my key responsibility is to defend and provide thén Schools’. Regarding the closure of Croydon Primary
best quality facilities | can for all students, teachers and staféchool and Croydon Park Primary School, what is the
within the Department for Education and Children’s Servicesestimated revenue from the sale of each of the sites? Will the
Other Ministers obviously will have other major reasons forsale of Croydon Park Primary School include the sale of
being and will need to argue their cases. In the end, GoverHudson Reserve, namely, the school land south of Hudson
ments balance those issues and, in some cases, compromidegnue?
in other cases proceed in a different way, or just proceed with  The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | signed a letter to the honourable
the original plan. Government will always be a balance ofmember some time on the weekend in relation to Hudson
those various options. Reserve which indicates that we are still using the facilities
Mr BRINDAL: You will excuse me for being slightly of the school and related facilities this year, and when the
parochial in the next question, but it follows virtually the school is closed at the end of the year we will make a
reverse direction of the same line. Goodwood Primary Schogudgment in relation to what might or might not be done. The
has a very small amount of green space and, in my view, anather aspect of the question that the member has not referred
that of the children, the parents and the school communitytp which he referred to in his letter to me was pre-existing
not adequate green space for the children who are therkase arrangements with the local council. Clearly, the pre-
There has recently been a proposal circulated that part of trexisting lease arrangements is something, as | have indicated
green space should be sold by you to another body, and the the letter to the honourable member, that will need to be
school community is resisting this. On the premise that yotaken into consideration by the Government and the depart-
just enunciated, would you support Goodwood Primaryment in any decision that it takes.
School in the retention of their green spaces for the children Mr ATKINSON: Taken into consideration?
of the school? The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Yes, that is right.
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | believe the other body to which Mr ATKINSON: Will the lease be honoured?
the member refers is the Unley council—let me putitonthe The Hon. R.1. Lucas: We will take it into consideration.
record if the member is not going to. | must admit that | wasT he first part of the honourable member’s question referred
given the professed position of the recently elected Mayor ofo the values of Croydon and Croydon Park. We generally do
Unley and | was surprised when | heard from the local schoahot publicise the values of land or property that we want to
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sell because, if we indicate what we are expecting to get anout on this occasion he will be caught on the barbed wire
if there is someone out there who is prepared to pay a Idence with one foot on either side. He needs to make up his
more, we do not want to discourage that sort of situation. Sanind where he is heading in respect of this issue. Does he
it is not in the interests of the department’s budget or the localvant to be part of a continuing campaign to cast doubt on the
residents and the community, because whatever money vesvironmental safety and the health and welfare of the
generate from the sale of school properties in that area witudents and staff of the Kilkenny Primary School or will he

go to the benefit of the local constituents in the broader localissociate himself from that campaign? Clearly, by way of

area. this further question he has decided to support the continuing
Mr Atkinson interjecting: destabilisation of Kilkenny Primary School.
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Yes, with the development at | have written to the co-chairs of the school council
Croydon High School. indicating that the department has conducted a thorough

Mr ATKINSON: When will the Minister reply to a letter  investigation of all the claims. There have been discussions
dated 27 March from Croydon Primary School parents abouwith the Environmental Protection Authority and a variety of
alleged health and safety risks to their children from travelother agencies regarding the information that is available on
ling across the Grange railway line to Kilkenny Primary Kilkenny Primary School. | invite the local member, if he
School which is located next to Australian Glass Manufacturwants to support this campaign, to produce evidence to me
ers and electric motor manufacturer, Forbes Australia, on Pott justify a completely independent, expensive and compre-
Road? hensive environmental investigation of the site. If he can

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | think | signed a letter on the provide some evidence of why that should be conducted, |
weekend addressed to Mr Frohlic and the other co-chair dfivite him to do so as the local member, as | have invited the
the school council. It has been a difficult matter to respondo-chairs of the school council to provide me with evidence.
to because a dozen or so different questions were raised bye will not head down such a heavy-handed path lightly
the school council in respect of a whole range of alarms thainless people are prepared to provide evidence.
they seek to raise regarding Kilkenny Primary School. | am At this stage, we have a number of claims seeking to
not sure whether the member for Spence is the member falestabilise Kilkenny Primary School as part of the campaign
the Kilkenny Primary School area, but | am disappointed tdo oppose the decision to close Croydon Primary School. The
see the local member for the area at least indirectly—I anmember for Spence has chosen to be a part of that campaign
interested to see where this questioning leads—supportingy way of his questioning today. It disappoints me greatly.
this issue. I normally have some admiration for the honourable member

In my letter, | asked the two co-chairs of the schoolin terms of his capacity to serve his local constituents.
council to bear in mind the fact that their campaign seeks to An honourable member interjecting:
denigrate a very fine school. Kilkenny Primary School has The Hon. R.l. Lucas: Sometimes. | make that quite
some hard working teachers and staff (both past and presentgar—sometimes. However, in respect of this issue | think
and a very strong parent community. Croydon Primanthe honourable member is leaving himself exposed to
School—and indirectly the member for Spence throughaccusations of politicking at the expense of destabilising
asking this question today—is denigrating and running dowiKilkenny Primary School, which is a very fine school and
a very fine school and seeking to scare parents and the looahich, | am told, he rides past often. | invite him to visit that
community away from attending Kilkenny Primary School. school often and to see the effect that this campaign is having
| hope that the honourable member takes the opportunitgn its teachers, staff and parent community.
today to distance himself as the local member from the Mr LEGGETT: Before lunch, the Minister referred to
campaign that is being conducted to denigrate Kilkennymproved funding provided by this Government for students
Primary School and to scare people on environmental andith special needs and disabilities. He also referred to the fact
other grounds away from attending that school. | invite thehat although funding has increased the demand for services
member for Spence to indicate to this Committee that he doentinues to grow. | understand that a new allocative
not support that campaign. mechanism has been introduced to assist in the allocation of

Mr ATKINSON: | prefaced my question by saying that funds. Will the Minister briefly explain how this allocative
I have every confidence in Kilkenny Primary School. My mechanism works?
neighbour’s children go there and | ride by the school every The Hon. R.l. Lucas: There has been considerable
morning. It is a thriving and happy school, and it shoulddiscussion within the department about the process used to
continue. | also prefaced my question with the word ‘allegedallocate this amount of $9.25 million of the enterprise
in reference to health and safety risks, part of which relatedgreement. Unfortunately, the initial decisions were delayed
not to Kilkenny Primary School but to students crossing theuntil some time during term 2. This has not meant that less
railway line to attend that school. | ask a supplementarfjunding was distributed in 1997. We collapsed all the
guestion to allay the concerns of Croydon Primary Schooavailable funding, which was to be available for four terms,
parents who for the first time (for the information of the into 2% terms in respect of how that money was to be
member for Unley) will send their children across the Grangellocated.
and Outer Harbor railway line to Kilkenny Primary School. ~ We have done a number of things with this part of the
Will the Minister agree to an independent environmentaknterprise agreement. We have increased funding to catego-
health assessment of Kilkenny Primary School? ry I, D and A students. Under our students with disability

The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | am amazed. The local member policy we have five categories, the three most intensive of
seeks to imply support for Kilkenny Primary School, but nowwhich are classified as intensive (I), directed (D) and
by way of a further question he supports the campaign bydditional (A). They are the highest actual allocations. We
Croydon Primary School to cast doubt on the environmentahave just increased the formula for the allocation per unit of
safety of Kilkenny Primary School. The local member cannothat particular funding for students, and this will mean that
have it both ways. He is trying very hard to have it both waysjncreased funding and resources will be available to all
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schools which have students in those categories. We have Ms STEVENS: This question relates to page 126 and
also provided additional funding on a district basis for theconcerns general primary and secondary education. From
other students in the Students with Disability Policy, in1993-94 to 1996-97 budget documents show that there has
particular a large group of students with language andbeen a reduction in jobs of 1 456 full-time equivalents. How
communication disorders. many of these jobs were teaching positions, how many were
Thirdly, we have included a new element, a new part ofSSOs and how many were in other categories?
the allocative mechanism, which is for students with severe The Hon. R.l. Lucas: We need to take that question on
learning difficulties. As the member will know (because henotice. What the question does not indicate is that during that
and others have raised the issue with me for some time) theame period there was a significant reduction in enrolments
problem with the Students with Disability Policy was not thein the Government school sector. In 1993 we had 183 772
policy but where the cut-off point came. Just beneath the custudents in Government schools and this year the latest
off point were some students with very significant and severestimate is 175 832, so we have had a reduction of some
learning difficulties, and because they did not qualify for the8 000 students. Therefore, with regard to the classroom
policy they missed out on additional resources being madi®rmula there will be a commensurate reduction in the
available to the school. number of teachers. To that you can add the Government’s
Therefore for the first time we have recognised a group oflecision in 1994 to reduce about 400 teachers and in 1995 to
students with severe learning difficulties and we are noweduce approximately 250 SSO positions. As you will see
allocating a small number of hours per student—210 hours pdrom the 1997-98 estimates, there is a significant increase in
35 students—which will provide additional school servicethe numbers of teachers and school service officer staff that
officer or other support (depending on how the school usebave been employed as a result of the decisions that we have
it) within those school communities. Also we have providedtaken on new initiatives, flexible resourcing and special
funding for an Auslan project at Klemzig; significant funding education assistance.
for special schools in relation to the special schools review; Ms STEVENS: This year the budget shows an increase
and funding for students with extreme behavioural problemsn the number of jobs funded from 16 901 to 17 431. Will the
in particular students suffering from autism or AspergeMinister give a breakdown of the 530 increase between
syndrome. A large number of students with autism nowteachers and other categories?
attend the Ashford Special School and some exhibit signifi- The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | am happy to take that question on
cant behavioural problems. We are providing additionahotice and provide whatever information we can.
assistance for the staff in those communities to try to manage Ms STEVENS: Will the Minister outline which programs
those students. The old formula was 1:8 and we have nothey will be employed under and when recruitment will
changed that to 1:6. As part of next year's funding arrangebegin?
ments we will be looking at what other changes we mightbe The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | think we have been talking about
able to provide to further assist special schools in theithat for the last hour and a half. It will be through flexible
difficult task. resourcing and extra assistance for special education. With
Mr SCALZI: How successful has basic skills testing beerregard to those decisions in relation to flexible resourcing, the
and what funds will be provided for students identified$18 million is taken by the local school communities. The
through that testing as being in need of assistance througirincipal is given the extra staffing and he/she is required to
primary school? make a decision in consultation with their personnel advisory
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: It will not surprise members to committee as to how that extra allocation and employment
know that it has been extraordinarily successful. This year wavill occur, and they then ticktack with the department if they
are providing $3 million—$2 million for early assistance need to in relation to employment for additional staff. That
action plans and $1 million for students identified withis a decision being taken by the local school communities and
learning difficulties as a result of the Basic Skills Test. Nextis not a centrally controlled decision.
year we have committed ourselves to increase that to Mr BRINDAL: | am surprised that the Opposition has
$4 million and we are presently engaged in consultations taot, in nearly four or five hours of questioning, asked any
see how we might divide up that $4 million. It may be that thequestions on vocational education, so | refer you, Minister,
$4 million is divided evenly between the early assistancdéo Curriculum Services on page 128. | believe that in the
action plans and for students identified through the BST; 0£997-98 budget $3.7 million is to be provided for a new
it may be $3 million for early assistance and $1 million for program called Ready, Set, Go, which addresses the needs of
students identified by the BST; or a dozen other combinationgnemployed youth in our community, especially school
in between. leavers, and that the Government is prepared to spend
We will consult with the principals, parent associations$11.8 million on that project in the next three years. What is
and the union in relation to that and make a final determinathe nature of that program and the benchmarks by which the
tion. | hope we can make that determination some time ifovernment hopes to measure its success?
term three if possible, certainly no later than early term four, The Hon. R.l. Lucas: The Ready, Set, Go program came
so that we can indicate to schools what funding assistanabout as a result of the Government’s response late last year
they will be receiving from the early assistance plans into the Youth Employment Strategy when a $30 million
particular, how the BST money will be distributed. The program was announced which included some responses from
individual allocations will take a little longer because we will the education sector including our Ready, Set, Go program.
need to get the results of the BST tests, and because thoEkere are a number of different aspects to the program but for
tests are conducted in August the results will not be availablme two of the key ones are that an increasing number of
until about October so the individual allocations might not bestudents are involved in work placements as part of a
available to schools until some time after that. Neverthelesgombined course of study, whereby they spend part of their
the overall formula might be able to be decided before thaschool week at school, part of their week at a TAFE institute
so that we can give early notification to schools. and part of their week in a business or in industry.
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For the TRAC program, which the honourable member Mr BRINDAL: My second question refers to page 127,
would be familiar with, as would a number of other membersand | presume it comes under the umbrella of support for
the student might spend a day a week at the local Woolworthstudents and children with disabilities, which | would suggest
outlet or jewellery store, or wherever it might be, and themeeds to be reworded in future estimates, because the
three days a week at school and maybe a day or half a daycuestion is about the SHIP program (Students of High
week at a TAFE institute. So the student is getting a combinantellectual Potential). | note, Minister, that you recently
tion of schooling, TAFE training and on the job training in announced the inclusion of a second school, Glenunga High
a work placement. We see that one of the big problems witlschool, and | wonder whether you could report on the
the national decline in retention rates was the fact that werogress of the SHIP initiative in the first high school and
needed to do more in terms of encouraging those youngour hopes for these particularly gifted children who have
people who did not want to go on to university to have hachitherto been ignored by our system.

a reason for staying on in secondary school. We therefore The Hon. R.l. Lucas: We have had an early response
want a see a much greater emphasis on vocational educatisom the Principal of The Heights School and his community,
and training options within schools. At the same time wewhich was the first specialist SHIP secondary school, and that
would like to see our students complete the South Australiawas an extraordinarily positive response in terms of surveys
Certificate of Education if they can. One of the essentiathat they had done of the students, staff and parents. Certainly
features of the Ready, Set, Go program is to try to encouragehas been very positive. | am not sure whether either the
more students to finish their SACE, to undertake a course dhief Executive or the Executive Director, Curriculum
work which prepares them perhaps for transfer to a furtheactually have a copy of that. However, | would be happy to
TAFE qualification if they require it, and then maybe on toprovide the honourable member with a summary of that
university after that if they want to; but linking their school particular report, because it is a comprehensive report based
studies with a TAFE qualification or a training qualification, on survey information of the parents, students and staff of
but also giving them real world experience in the world of The Heights, which highlighted the very positive reception
work. that that school community had for the new program. The one

The second area concerns careers advice counselling, afihg | was delighted at—and | know that with the member’s
funding is being provided to our districts and to schools tgorevious connection with the Country Areas Program that he,
provide careers advice to students, | think working on theoo, will be delighted—was that some eight out of the 30
premise that it is not always the teacher or the councillor astudents were from country areas.

a school who is best placed to provide careers advice to Mr BRINDAL: Probably the ones that | taught!

young people, and that maybe there are others in the com- The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | don’'t know whether they were the
munity who can be used to provide careers advice. So that enes that the honourable member taught at Cook. That might
an important second aspect to the program. There is a ranpe stretching a long bow, | think, because they would be
of other aspects. There is a student at risk component, whicbout 45 by now and retired. But | was delighted at that,
is an important part of the Ready, Set, Go program. There isecause we made it a key focus of the submissions from the
a range of component parts but they are the two key ones thathools that they had to be prepared to try to cater for country
I would highlight for the honourable member. students as best they could, and that was to try to organise

Mr BRINDAL: Supplementary to that, | was asked home stays, in terms of billeting, and I think The Heights, for
specifically by the members for Kaurna and Reynell to aslexample, has established e-mail contacts with the old schools
the question because they see youth unemployment astlaat the students have left, so that those students who might
particular problem for them, and it is identified in other areashave been year 6s or 7s now have e-mail contact with their
although other members do not seem as interested in ibld friends at their old country schools. So lots of little things,
Minister, is there provision within the budget for the programhomely things, have been done in terms of trying to make
to be specifically targeted towards those schools wherthem feel at home at their new school at The Heights and also
perhaps the problem is greater than it is in other areas? to indicate that the program is intended to try to provide

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | am reminded that there is the further options for country students as well.

Student at Risk Work Placement Program, to which | referred Mr BRINDAL: In prefacing the last question, the
briefly earlier. We are still having discussions about theMinister may not be aware that a study was done about 20
precise nature of the funding formula, but clearly it is in ouryears ago, which the Chief Executive may be aware of, that
interests to spread the vocational programs as widely aactually suggested that children from country areas may well
possible in all of our secondary areas and, equally, in thoskeave higher overall potential than kids from city schools, and
areas of need where we can we will try to provide additionathat is interesting in light of the Minister’s last answer. | refer
assistance. It will not just be through the Ready, Set, Gdo the provision of general primary and secondary education,
program but also through a range of other programs as welbn page 126, in the context that | was most disturbed to hear

The members for Kaurna and Reynell will know that theira university intern say yesterday that something like 45 per
local communities have been extraordinarily active in thiscent of our young teachers are seeking employment and are
area. Morphettville High School has been recently designateleing snatched up overseas, and | notice also that Channel 9
as the second enterprise high school after Salisbury Higis running a promotion tonight, and | saw a grab of Professor
School in the northern suburbs, and that enterprise highdey from the University of South Australia on the same
school had a key focus for vocational education and entethesis that we are providing excellent teacher training in this
prise programs within the Morphett Vale community. | know State only for other systems to grab. It am wondering,
they intend to work with the other schools in the southerrMinister, whether there is a strategy or what your comments
suburbs as well. Recently the Mobil Foundation, at a functiowould be on teacher needs in the future, in five to 10 years
attended by the Chairman and other local members, maddmSouth Australia, and the status of the teaching profession,
very generous donation to the local schools down there im the light of the criticism that it often gets in the
terms of further programs in vocational education. community.
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The Hon. R.l. Lucas: | think the member would be As the honourable member would know, we are lucky in
delighted to know, firstly, that at the last two ministerial South Australia in that we have an excellent group of teachers
council meetings | have taken to Ministers a proposal for and staff working within our schools and school communi-
national recruitment strategy for teachers. That is on the basiges. We are not perfect: we are the first to acknowledge that.
that, whilst there is some disagreement about the extent of th&/e know there is room for improvement, but overall | am
shortfall, there is agreement that there will be a shortfall osure all members would join me in saying that we have
teachers nationally in the early part of next decade, and iexcellent teachers and staff in South Australia. Anything that
particular 1 know that the Australian Council of Deans of can be done by Ministers, Governments and Oppositions to
Education is estimating that there might be a nationalift the status of teachers and teaching generally, rather than
shortfall of up to 7 000 teachers by the year 2003. Thehis negative criticism that we always get about teachers and
Commonwealth Minister and his advisers and some othewur schools, will be welcomed. | am very hopeful that we
State advisers do not agree that it will be 7 000 but they daight be able to embark on that electronic media campaign
agree that there will be a shortfall. When we bear in mind thabationally as soon as possible so that people will see that we
the year 12 student who leaves school this year and condlo have excellent teachers and that we can lift support in the
mences a teacher training course will not actually startommunity for our teaching force.
teaching until the year 2002 we can realise that the need for Mr ATKINSON: Referring to page 133 of the Program
taking urgent action is obviously clear. | was thereforeEstimates and Information, and the provision of general
delighted that the Ministers at the ministerial council meetingprimary education in schools, has the Government made
in Darwin last week agreed to South Australia’s proposal fomrrangements for use of the school building at Findon
a national teacher recruitment strategy. Primary School, which was closed last year by the Olsen

South Australia will chair the Working party which has GOVernment, and will that include the establishment of a

now been established. We are looking hopefully to gePrivate school? _ . _
Ministers’ agreement out of session for a limited and targeted The Hon. R.I. Lucas: I have taken no final decisions in
information campaign for year 12 students this year prior tdelation to the future use of Findon Primary School. I am
their making tertiary entrance decisions in about Septembéware that one section of the Chinese community—and the
this year. That may include printed material, leaflets andionourable member will know that there are a number of
posters, for example, highlighting the fact that a significangifferent sections of the Chinese community, so | say that
number of jobs will be available when they leave theadvisedly—is looking to the potential for establishing an
university system early next decade. ethnic school.

Ministers have also agreed to consider at the next meeting M ATKINSON: A Saturday morning school? .
a proposal to be worked up by the task force to, in a long- The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | am not sure. An ethmc schpol is
term way, embark upon a recruitment strategy, targeted n&ene_rally held on Saturday mornings, but it can |n\_/olve
just at year 12 students. Clearly a large number of graduat ening schools as well. Whether the Chinese community has

who are perhaps undertaking a two year retraining course her |_Ir_1rt]ent|ons in T'n?. flclnr thti schootl_ faC_Ill'iIeS, ltadm' nct)h
further training period may well be suitable for teaching i Suré. there are potentially other parties interested in the

jobs are available in teaching. There may already be existirlgndon Primary School site. No final decision to my know-

graduates in that capacity or undergraduates in other disdgd9€ has been taken, but I do know that one section of the

plines who might be encouraged to continue. Potentially, thawggnggﬁ;igwmurg'ltgti'gr:r:ge;ensé?ﬁhiiniggo?”g'nal intention
h W r turnaroun hati mething we will n . o
as atwo yearturnaround, so thatis something we ee Mr ATKINSON: What role did Party political represen-

to look at. N . .
The third is that | ber of h ho h tation in the House of Assembly take in the Minister’s
e third group is that large number of teachers who hav@qsision 1o close three primary schools, namely, Croydon

not be?“ able to get jobs for 10 years or so because.all tI’ff‘ark Primary School, Croydon Primary School, and Findon
education systems have not been hiring new teachers in Iarﬂ‘?imary School, all in one State electoral district, and how
numbers. We may be able to encourage some of those [g,ny other State districts have had three schools closed?
return to teaching. Mr BRINDAL: On a point of order, Mr Chairman, we are

It is common knowledge there are more lawyers inhere to examine budget estimates, not Party political deci-
training than in practice at the moment. It is commonsjons, and | ask for a ruling on the relevance of this question.
knowledge that, for the first time in a |0ng time, medical The CHAIRMAN: While |l appreciate the point of order
graduates are no IOnger automatically entitled to pOSitiOﬂSby the member for Un|ey and would agree that the member
Information has also been provided that some accountangygr Spence has been treading a very fine line in this question,
graduates in recent years, after that boom of five to 10 yearsgelieve that the question ought to stand and | am sure that
ago, are now struggling to find positions in that professionthe Minister is capable of responding appropriately.
So we are coming to a cycle when those particular occupa- The Hon. R.I. Lucas: There were no Party political
tions may not have the jobs and teaching will have the surplugonsiderations in relation to these issues, as evidenced by the
positions that are available. fact that the majority of schools closed by me as Minister

The final part about which | am pleased is that thehave been situated in Liberal districts. The majority of recent
Ministers have been prepared to consider—at this stagelosures that | have announced have come from Liberal
anyway—the whole notion of perhaps a national electronidistricts. If | were to be making judgments on Party political
media campaign to try to lift the status in the community ofconsiderations, | might have been required to entertain the
teachers and teaching. | do not think there is any doubt thdiact that the seat of Hanson is one of the most marginal seats
individual teachers are an easy mark for criticism fromin the State of South Australia, as would be known to the
sections of the community. Media criticism is often directedmember for Spence, and | took a decision to close two
to them; indeed, even some politicians direct criticism at ouschools within that district. | do not think the member for
teaching force. Spence will get too far with veiled accusations—
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Mr ATKINSON: No, it is explicit! The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Certainly, as it is a decision to be
The Hon. R.1. Lucas: Well, explicit accusations of Party taken by individual schools. If all the schools decided not to
political bias in relation to the issue. In terms of the recenemploy teachers but to employ extra school service officers,
decisions, the three schools that were closed in the Mariothat is a decision that they would take. It is not a requirement
corridor proposal were all in marginal Liberal electorates: thérom me.
electorates of Elder— Ms White interjecting:
Mr Atkinson interjecting: The Hon. R.1. Lucas: You referred to additional teachers
The Hon. R.1. Lucas: All three of those closures in the in your question.
Marion corridor were in marginal Liberal electorates. The Ms WHITE: | am asking about additional staff.
Sturt Street Primary School in the city was in a Liberal The Hon. R.l. Lucas: With regard to additional staff, it
electorate. A majority of the closures have been in Liberaill depend. School services officers are paid at a lower rate
electorates; a minority have been in Labor electorates. Thihan teachers. If a school decides to spend all its money on
notion that there is some sort of class warfare or Partgchool services officers, if it has two full-time equivalent
political bias which I know the honourable member and theeacher salaries, it might employ 3% to four SSOs. It might
shadow Minister have been seeking to inflame do not comedo it in different levels of part-time employment. It might
into it. have an SSO working 15 hours a week and increase that time
I might say, however, that | was intrigued to know that,to 25 hours and increase an SSO who is working 20 hours to
when | did close two schools in the honourable member'82 hours. The question that has been given to the member
electorate and two schools in a marginal Liberal electoratdpoks black and white but that is not the case. It is a situation
the only commitment that the Leader of the Opposition andlependent on decisions taken by principals in schools in
the shadow Minister gave to reopening was in relation taelation to how they use that particular funding.
those in the Labor electorates. There was no commitment Mr BRINDAL: A number of my colleagues have asked
from the Leader of the Opposition or the shadow Minister tane to ask a question relating to page 128 under the title
reopen Netley or Camden Primary Schools, but they wer&ervices to Remote and Isolated Children and Students’. In
prepared to promise to reopen schools in the electorate of thieis area there has been a modest increase from 1997-98.
member for Spence. What are some of the key program initiatives being undertak-
Mr ATKINSON: As we shall! en by your Government to increase the quality of education
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | do not think so. If the accusation of students who are isolated and disadvantaged because of
of Party political considerations might be directed anywheregeographic factors?
it might be directed at the member for Spence, the shadow The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The Government has taken a
Minister and the Leader of the Opposition. variety of decisions. We have given a further increase to the
Ms WHITE: | refer to primary and secondary education assistance for the isolated children’s allowance which, under
on page 126 of Program Estimates and Information. Théhis Government, has increased from $730 up to $1 100, a
Minister has talked about some of the undertakings under tHeuge increase this year. | will ask the Chief Executive to
enterprise agreement: the $18 million for flexible initiativescomment on this aspect in a moment in relation to the tic
resourcing, the $9.25 million for students with disabilities andtacking between our department and the Commonwealth on
learning difficulties, and the $4 million to be distributed asthe access to the Commonwealth assistance allowance. The
yet by an undetermined formula with relation to basic skillChief Executive has to testify or give evidence about the
test results or early assistance plans. That is a total ahability of a student in an isolated area to access a reasonable
$31.5 million in all those programs to be spent at the schoastandard of education in that local area. A number of factors
level next year on additional teaching resources for childrewome into the Chief Executive’s decision making on that and
in need of additional assistance. This represents a major shifivill ask him to indicate what factors he does consider. That
away from the way in which schools have been resourced its an important issue for isolated families because they
the past. Can the Minister tell the Committee how manysometimes take the view that there might be some education
additional staff will be funded under these programs and howeing provided through the Government system in their local
schools will go about recruiting those staff? government school but it is not to the level or standard
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: As | indicated in response to an required—there may be no other year 12 student there, for
earlier question, that is not an answer | can give to thexample.
member because, for example, we make an allocation to a big In relation to other broader issues for remote and isolated
secondary school that it might have the equivalent of two full-children, the member is aware of the Open Access College
time extra staff under flexible resourcing. It is then a decisiorprograms which are a credit to the teachers and staff of that
for the school principal in consultation with the Personnelcollege. They have demonstrated that through the recent year
Advisory Committee as to how they expend that, whethef.2 results. | refer to the results of Nerilee Rowan, the year 12
they employ extra teaching time or whether they employstudent at Snowtown Area School, which are testimony to the
extra school service officer time or a range of other optiongact that our distant education model is successful. Nerilee
as well. It is a decision for local schools to take and it is notundertook six subjects, three of them via the Open Access
something that has been centrally directed, as | indicate@ollege at Snowtown Area School, and she was the only
earlier. Therefore, it will not be until we see the end of thisstudent in the State of South Australia—Government or non-
first year that we will know how the schools eventually havegovernment—to have six perfect scores in the recent year 12
used the allocations available to them. If they seek to emplogxaminations. That is a credit to Nerilee and it is a credit to
extra teachers, they will obviously tic tac with the personnethe staff at Snowtown and to the Open Access College staff.
section of the department in terms of how they might bé/Ne are continuing to refine that area and we are providing
employed. more and more opportunities for video conferencing in
Ms WHITE: Are you really saying that you have no idea remote and isolated areas. We are in a stage at the moment
how many additional teachers this funding will mean? where four families in isolated communities have been
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provided with video conferencing equipment through theneed to take up that issue not only with the department and
Open Access College to try to improve the quality of theme (as the honourable member has), but also with the
program so that the students out on the isolated stations c#wstralian Education Union which negotiated this and which
actually see the teacher in the Open Access College. agreed to this formula to allocate funding. The dilemma that
In this last financial year we also put in another $300 00@xists at the moment is how you define those students who
worth of extra video conferencing equipment into some ohave severe learning difficulties. Do you accept the figures
our area and primary schools in the country. It is not just irthe school gives, or do you rely on figures provided by
the remote and isolated areas but in some of our countrsomeone independent of the school, for example, a guidance
communities as well that we are doing something to furtheofficer, or do you do it in some different way? The strength
improve delivery of distance education. | will ask Mr Ralph of the student disability policy is that someone independent
to comment on thiwexedquestion of the Commonwealth of the school actually assesses whether or not a person
allowance which is generous but which is also difficult to getqualifies within the student disability policy. Some people
hold of. will argue against that formula and say that it is overly
Mr Ralph: The matter of bypassing the local school isrestrictive, and that is one of the reasons why we have had an
one that comes after a full examination of our determinatiorextension to the area of students with severe learning
to provide quality education at the local level. Through publicdifficulties. We are trying to develop a set of criteria. We
education in this State we seek to provide that qualityvould be happy to discuss those proposals with schools in not
education wherever a child might reside and we seek to donly the member’s area but also other areas.
that by what we can provide at the local level. If there are | will talk about the situation in broad fashion. The
small enrolments, we have Open Access College progranmigstance | have given in my press release is that we would be
which are amongst the best in Australia, if not the world, inlooking at some of the old criteria that guidance officers used
the quality of education delivered at a distance. As outo look at. For example, a student three years or more behind
Minister has said, we have also strengthened that through thlee reading age level of peers in his or her class might be
new technology that we have provided within our schoolsclassified as a student with severe learning difficulties. Some
which links across a number of schools the program to bef the honourable member’s schools might be saying that
delivered across schools. 30 per cent of their students have learning difficulties, but we
For some children there comes a point where at their locadre talking about a restricted group—those with severe
school we make a determination that it is not the range ofearning difficulties.
education opportunity that child needs; it is not the appropri- There is a range of students with learning difficulties
ate education for that child. After serious consideration of thatvithin the classroom that classroom teachers with training
fact and a submission from the family to me as Chiefand assistance are required to cope with. We are now talking
Executive, | make a decision recommending to the Commonrabout another group of students with severe learning difficul-
wealth that student’s needs cannot be met adequately at tties for whom we are providing additional assistance. It may
local level and financial assistance should be given tde that one of the models might be that we establish the
families for that child to move to Adelaide, board in the city criteria and then either schools or guidance officers, or a
and attend a metropolitan high school or, in some cases, mogembination of both, can attest to the fact that a student is or
to a town such as Cleve or Clare to board locally and attendtudents are three years or more behind the reading age of
the local area school or high school. | want to emphasise thather students that age and, therefore, we classify them as
is a second order question after we have exhausted atudents with a severe learning difficulty.
avenues to provide the full range of comprehensive quality If we have a situation where a school has 15 per cent of
instruction as near as possible to where the child lives at theits students with severe learning difficulties, the funding
local school. formula might be better targeted to those schools with larger
Ms WHITE: | wanted to put to the Minister a concern numbers of students with severe learning difficulties. | do not
that many schools in my area have raised with me aboutave a problem with an exploration of allocating mechanisms
additional money for students with learning difficulties. Their (to use the jargon) considering those issues. The 6 per cent
concern is that funding is based on international studiefigure was agreed between the union and the department to
which show that 6 per cent of school-aged children havéry to get resources into schools as quickly as possible. We
learning difficulties. When funding is allocated, that is takencould have spent—still might spend—many months arguing
into consideration in addition to subtracting from that theabout an alternative formula. As Minister, | prefer not to be
number of children who have other programs directed aarguing forever and a day about how we get the money out.
them. In some schools, the number of children with learning/Ve want to try to get it out as quickly as we can to all schools
difficulties is much higher than that; they say about one-thirdhat have students with severe learning difficulties and then
of their students have learning difficulties. They also pointspend the rest of this year trying to develop a better formula
out that because the disadvantaged schools program will ber next year.
replaced next year by the Commonwealth literacy program Ms STEVENS: My next question relates to page 133 and
it means that in addition to the huge number of children withconcerns the provision of student counsellors in primary
learning difficulties—much greater than 6 per cent—theyschools. Three primary schools in my electorate that do not
have a multiple disadvantage. First, do you accept theiqualify for a student counsellor—Greenwith, Salisbury Park
concerns and, secondly, what can those schools look forwaehd Salisbury Heights—have raised with me the problem of
to from your Government in the future? their administration staff, the principal and deputy principal,
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Any funding formula will have its  having to spend large amounts of time counselling parents
strengths and its weaknesses. | acknowledge that the fundiagd students, and referral to community agencies, needing to
formula has a weakness in that area, that is, any averageork through issues which are often related to behaviour
figure will have some schools above it and some below itmanagement but which have quite a large counselling
That is the nature of an average. The school communitiesomponent.
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Last week, the principal and deputy principal of Salisburybecause not every school is interested in being designated as
Park Primary School spent two days doing nothing else b specialist school—and then the panel makes a determina-
this. They raised the point that times are now tougher in th&on. So, | would hope to receive advice from the panel some
communities and other services that previously existetime towards the end of this term or maybe early next term
around their schools, for instance, Care Link, Para Districttecommending which school might be appropriate for the
Counselling Service and FACS, have had services decreasketation of the site. Given that the first school was in the
so there is nowhere else to go. It is a significant issue fosouthern suburbs, there is a reasonable chance that the school
them in terms of resources and the fact that they cannot dowtill either be in the northern suburbs or heading in the
adequately to the extent required by many families. They alsgeneral direction of the north and the north-west. | believe
acknowledge that nearby schools in the electorate have accabat two schools have already expressed an interest in being
to student counsellors and that their need is also great. Thelesignated as a specialist school. There may well be others,
make the point that even though they have a smaller numbef course.
of schoolcard students they still have a large problem in that In terms of the additional resources, we will look at that.
area. Does the Minister acknowledge that this is a burden fdroadly, we would be looking at similar resourcing to the
schools generally, and what are his plans to address thexisting commitment we have given to Wirreanda High
issue? School. | believe that we had a one-off $10 000 establishment

The Hon. R.1. Lucas: The Government would love to be grantand the equivalent of two step 12 teacher salaries for an
able to spend lots of additional money in lots of needy areamitial five year period. So, we have not made the determina-
within the Education and Children’s Services budget. It istion yet in relation to the new school but | assume it will be
important to note that the Government has made no reductidsroadly similar.
at all in the number of primary school counsellors—atotal of Ms STEVENS: Minister, you mentioned that two schools
70. There have been some changes where some schools hhewe indicated that they are interested. Has there been a
obtained a school counsellor and others have lost a schopteliminary call for expressions of interest? Can you tell us
counsellor, but the overall number has stayed the same. In avho those are?
ideal world with lots of money we would be able to employ  The Hon. R.I. Lucas: No, | do not think there has been
significant numbers of additional counsellors so that we coul@ call for expressions of interest yet. But, as with other
provide counsellors to all schools that wanted to have achools, they knew that the Government was going to
student counsellor. announce three special interest schools for students with high

The reality with the dilemmas—and | do not need tointellectual potential. In my first year in Government, even
remind the member of the State Bank and all those othdvefore we had proceeded with it, we had people writing in
issues—is that whilst we have a significant increase in theaying that they would like their school to be chosen. So, it
education budget of $160 million-odd over the last Laborhas been along those lines. It is the same with the sport and
budget, we cannot resolve all these issues in one parliamephys. ed. school. The sport and phys. ed. strategy we released
tary term. So, we have maintained the expenditure on primar8 months ago indicated that we were going to hominate
school counsellors and we intend to maintain the expenditurtaree eventually and, after Wirreanda’s announcement, a
in that area; but we are not able to meet the demand from atiumber of schools expressed some interest. In recent times
schools for an individual primary school counsellor for theirthere have been two that have been expressing interest from
community. We will be happy to explore any other ideas ofthe broad north and the north-west.
liaison with Family and Community Services. Mr BRINDAL: My question relates to the transport

I know that in the Fleurieu region, for example, there is aservices section—'Planning and Administration’ and
very innovative program between local councils, Family andDepartmental Bus Service’ (page 129). In 1996-97 the
Community Services and the local schools, particularlydepartmental bus service costs were estimated at $6.2 million,
Goolwa Primary School, and that seems to be a first-clasand they came out just a little over that. Use of private bus
example of collaboration with some students who come fronservices was estimated at $9.4 million, and in fact a saving
families under great stress and who require lots of additionadf $.7 million was achieved there. More importantly, the
assistance. Itis not just the Department for Education that isstimates for both services represent, at best, a very marginal
working there; it is other Government agencies as well. Ofncrease. This would suggest to me that you are making
course, we work with other non-Government agencies, mansignificant savings in the matter of transportation of children
of the church-based agencies as well, in terms of trying tevho live in remote and isolated areas to schools near them.
provide extra assistance for students from families undeWhat initiatives have been undertaken by the department that
great stress. have obviously resulted in children continuing to receive

Ms STEVENS: This question relates to secondary education while at the same time making the service more
education (page 130). In his budget media statement, theost-effective and, presumably, competitive?

Minister announced funding for a special interest high school The Hon. R.l. Lucas: The existence and extent of bus
for sport and physical education. Will the Minister announceravel for students to country schools has always beexed
where the special school will be established, how much hassue for country members in particular. For three years now
been budgeted for it this year, what sports will be catered fowe have been reviewing most of the bus routes for our
and whether there will be an equal emphasis on sport for girlsountry buses to country schools and we have achieved
and boys? savings of more than $1 million during that period. We have

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The last part of the question is tried to be sensitive to the balance of making the bus services
‘Yes.' Clearly, it is intended that there be an equal emphasisfficient but, at the same time, not unduly restricting a right
on sport for young men and young women. We will be goingof access to school. We have a clearly designated school bus
through a process this term in selecting the appropriate siteansport policy which has not been changed by this Govern-
for the second school. The general process is that we establisient—I believe it was broadly the pre-existing policy that we
a panel, we seek expressions of interest from schools-rherited. The bus officers have been looking at that existing
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policy and seeing whether or not existing routes comply odepartmental process of improper sexual conduct we do not
not. We have had examples in the Clare area where we wehave a concern.

transporting some students from one side of the town to the However, New South Wales is pushing a further category
other side of the town to go to a local school. Clearly, in thato include those people who have not been found guilty of
case—and in a number of others—it was not consistent witpaedophilia or improper sexual conduct either by departmen-
the school bus transport policy, which says that you have ttal process or the court. It is in that area where it starts to get
be 5 kilometres or more from a school before you will bea bit grey and where South Australia has expressed some
transported at Government expense to that school. There hamencern. South Australia was the only State at the March
been a number of other similar examples. We have had buse®eting of Ministers actually to reserve its position on the
going on extended routes just to pick up one or two studentfiational strategy that is being pushed by the Minister for
In those cases, the routes have been changed and tra#lucation in New South Wales. However, | note that at the
allowances paid to the individual families involved. meeting last week in Darwin a number of other States

School bus routes are always painful decisions. | mus@xp_ressed similar_ concerns regarding some aspects of the
admit that when in Opposition | was delighted at the prospectational paedophile strategy. _
that we might hand school bus transport services to the Wil highlight some examples of the potential dangers of
Department for Transport—or whatever its equivalent nonsOme aspects of the proposals of the New South Wales
is. That is a difficult issue now because, being Minister, | anfinister for Education. We are still seeking final details, but
more fully aware of the significant educational issues that ar@t this stage we have been advised that New South Wales has
involved in these school bus transport decisions. So, tha/ready exchanged some information with one other State,

remains a decision for the Government and we will continugvhich shall remain nameless. As a result of that information

Department for Education and Children’s Services. takeh?ﬁtion tlg) remc;ve a tea:ﬁhertfgo':n a classroglrln.r;rhiacti?n
] . . . might have been stronger than that—we are still checking to
Mr BRINDAL: 1 wish to ask a question relating to see exactly what action was taken—but for the moment we

personnel services, ‘Occupational Safety and Health’ (page-
128). In particular, | wish to refer to the occupational safet?/\%':iesr?ﬁgtatstp a? etefiﬁ?]%r ;\:ﬁsﬂrgtnt%\f%fffreor?; ethc?f c\:llvisi;rlotnhrg.

and health of children. | predicate my remarks by saying th . "
I note that over the years the Government has introduc¢aa¥v‘r"cher was found guilty was not paedophilia or that he had

various components to the curriculum, including protectiveoOt even been accused of having physically touched a student

behaviours and assertive behaviours to teach children sowﬁjgtoa\;vélt;gg ?g ;22‘,3%3&%?:2 %%?:gepr;;g]ez rgﬁ%ﬁéal?gtm?é

of their rights in respect to predatory behaviour fromdepartment and perhaps the Minister on behalf of his staff

undesirable adults in our community. | note also increasin : .
interest and attention being focused on incidents of paedc?‘-ad a collective heart attack and the teacher was reinstated

o ; - . . ickly.
hilia, especially where it involves people given CUStOdIa|qUIC .
E:)are of (g)ur onng people. What I?s tﬁe Igepartment for New South Wales also wishes to place another category

. y : n the list. In South Australia, a number of teachers have
Eg#g;t?hr}lggzgilr:nsgistﬁ?gjsotfr;]iI:’smsag'?er g\gﬁo'g:gosafety 0geen falsely and maliciously accused by students of improper
’ sexual conduct. After a long period of investigation, trauma

The Hon. R.I. Lucas:1 will respond on two fronts. South - and stress for everyone concerned—particularly the teacher
Australia is one of Only two States that have an |ndepende%h0’ Of course, |S removed |mmed|ate|y from the Class_
Teachers Registration Board, something for which we capyom—the students have confessed to having maliciously
now be grateful. This Government has pledged to continughade up a story. We have also had examples of teachers
to support the Teachers Registration Board. Together witRaying left the department and retired medically unfit because
Queensland, we are fortunate in that respect. We are algg the stress of the situation. New South Wales wants those
fortunate in that we have a long history of mandatorypegple who have been accused and retired medically unfit to
notification of cases of abuse which has existed in Southe placed on its list as category 2. As Minister, | would have
AUStI’a”a for a |0ng t|me Other StateS either dO not haVe Sucgome concerns |f a teacher from another State, Who Wanted
a policy or have adopted it only recently. Thirdly, as thetg get away to make a fresh start, was in some way prevented
honourable member has indicated, we have a history Gfom continuing to teach because of that sort of a circum-
introducing protective behaviour programs in classes for thgignce.
majOI’Ity of students. For a Variety of those reasons and New South Wales also recommends a Categorys to
others, so far, thankfully, we do not appear to have had thgomprise teachers and staff who have been accused but not
extent of the problem that, for example, New South Walegonyicted but who may well have been warned or reprimand-
has had in respect of the activities of paedophiles in schoolgg for inappropriate conduct. They might have made

On the second front, at a national level there has beesuggestive comments which they have been told were
considerable discussion about a national strategy to combiaappropriate, and they might have been reprimanded, warned
the activities of paedophiles in schools. These proposals hawe fined. | am talking about isolated examples. Clearly, if
been pushed broadly by the New South Wales Ministesomeone continued to do that for a long period of time that
(Mr John Aquilina). At the last two meetings of the minister- could well lead to stronger action or even dismissal if it were
ial council | raised some concerns about the New Soutkufficiently serious. Under category 3 you could list people
Wales proposals. | hasten to say that in raising those concermgo have simply been warned about, for example, inappro-
| indicated that South Australia supports the notion of goriate and unwarranted touching on the arm of a student or
national strategy to combat the activities of paedophiles im suggestive comment. New South Wales wants that informa-
schools. We agree that regarding the development of @ion to be shared amongst all States and Territories.
process for the exchange of information on convicted If the sharing of that information were to lead to a virtual
paedophiles or on persons who have been found guilty blglack ban on employment for a person in other States and
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Territories, | have significant concerns—and | have expressedb not want to do anything to their disadvantage or detriment.
these already—on behalf of South Australian teachers aniddo not think the New South Wales proposals have that
staff regarding their future employment. It is a difficult balance at all right in terms of duty of care and the rights of
position. We have indicated that we support a nationathe individual. | think there are some signs now that some of
strategy but that we are opposed to a number of the aspedtse other States will be prepared to support this debate, but
of the proposal put forward by the New South Wales Ministewe might be able to get it back to a better judgment of where
for Education. | do not think that the Minister has donethat balance should be in that difficult category.
himself or his proposals much good by going public in the Mr ATKINSON: | refer the Minister to page 128 of the
Eastern States media in the past 24 hours threatening thatffogram Estimates and specifically to in-service training.
other Ministers did not agree with his proposals within eightLast week a judge of the Environment, Resources and
weeks all teachers in those States may well face a black bdapevelopment Court said about the Goodwood Orphanage
on employment in New South Wales whether or not theycase that the adjournment of the court deliberations had
have been accused of paedophilia. | do not think that sort d&risen out of the failure of the Minister to make a decision’.
a response is helpful. It certainly will not help the Minister Why did you change your position and agree to review the
to get his proposals across the line. As | said, | was at leas@le of The Orphanage land to the House of Tabor? Are you
heartened at the last ministerial council meeting to see somew withholding your decision because of the electoral
support from a number of other States and Territories of thbeacklash that will follow any decision to sell The Orphanage
position that South Australia alone put down at the Marcho the House of Tabor?
meeting of Ministers in Melbourne. The Hon. R.I. Lucas: There should be no fear that the
Mr BRINDAL: | commend the Minister for his stance decision in relation to this issue will be delayed until after the
and | hope that the Parliament can achieve some bipartisafection. | do not fear the electoral consequences of the
support for two reasons. First, | refer to the actual issue oflecision that is to be made.
natural justice for our teachers. Secondly, | ask whether the An honourable member: Neither is the member for
Minister has considered the issue of liability. As has been th&nley.
case in South Australia, sometimes in a domestic situation a The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Neither is the member for Unley,
teacher is wrongly accused and goes through years of traunlaam told. That is excellent. | have made it clear in the local
The Minister would be aware of one instance where a largenedia that the decision will be announced prior to the State
ex gratiapayment was made by the Attorney. Would such alection so that the electors of Unley and indeed other
case be notified to an interstate authority? If subsequently thatectors will be well aware of the decision prior to the
teacher or any other teacher were proved to be innocentlection. We have been prepared to consider a change in
where would the duty of care lie? Could it mean that if thedirection and policy because we are an entirely reasonable
member for Hartley sought employment elsewhere but waGovernment, and we are always prepared to listen to well
wrongly accused and could not get a job, the onus or the leg&hought-out, constructive, alternative propositions.
responsibility could come back on this State as the original Mr Atkinson interjecting:
supplier of the erroneous information and that, therefore, The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Responsible, moderate, reason-
there would be a large legal liability to the State which startecible—all those words can to be used to describe—
to spread malicious, misleading and untrue statements about Ms STEVENS: Unbelievable!
that person? The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The member for Elizabeth has
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The issue of legal liability is an suggested ‘unbelievable’, but | would not suggest unbeliev-
important one. We have taken Crown Law advice on theble. We are an entirely reasonable Government in terms of
proposed national strategy, and the advice we have bedreing prepared to listen to constructive suggestions. With
given is that there is a significant possibility for legal actionregard to The Orphanage, a different approach was adopted
by teachers and staff for defamation. The honourable membéy the two groups. The Unley council and particularly the
is entirely correct in his hypothesis that the State might béMayor of Unley adopted a destructive, combative and
found to be a party to that by sharing information. Howevernegative approach to trying to change the decision in relation
it depends on what information is shared and within whato The Orphanage and the decision that the Government had
context and under what national strategy, and that is entireliaken.
the reason why we are expressing caution at this stage about On the other hand, the member for Unley adopted a
some aspects of Minister Aquilina’s proposals from Newsensible and reasonable approach because he needed to be
South Wales. able to stand up for his constituents against a decision in
| hasten to say that we acknowledge that we have which he did not believe and which had been taken by his
difficult balance in schools and child-care services betweeMinister. So, it was an entirely reasonable position for the
the rights of the individual and the duty of care for children.honourable member to have adopted, as the member for
I have been the first to acknowledge that there might b&pence has indicated, and he then fought on behalf of his
categories under a certain legal framework on which weonstituents.
could share information beyond the convicted paedophiles Rather than adopting the negative, destructive and
and those found guilty of improper sexual conduct. | do notombative approach of the Mayor of Unley, the member for
believe that it will go as far as New South Wales wants, butJnley put a proposition which was constructive, which |
I think there is a grey area there in relation to its being basethink has now been called by everyone the ‘Brindal plan’ for
on police information or on a history of accusations, and sd@ he Orphanage and which, if it worked out, was a win-win
on. situation for everybody—that is, first, that the facilities would
We are all aware that some people have been accused tag sold to the House of Tabor, which would then be satisfied
not convicted and whom we would not want to see continuingvith that aspect of the decision; secondly, that the open space
in teaching. Itis a question of how we distinguish those fromwould be protected in some way between the House of Tabor
others who have been falsely and maliciously accused. Wand the Unley council; and, thirdly, that the sale of the



17 June 1997 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B 25

property and the premises there would be used by thand, if the honourable member has a car park there now, we
Government to provide facilities equal to or better than theare certainly prepared to have a look at it.
standard of facilities available to teachers and staff at The Ms STEVENS: | refer to page 126—primary and
Orphanage. secondary education—in relation to the tender process for
Therefore the justice in this case was entirely reasonablBECStech 2001. Why did the Chief Executive of DECS
in being critical of the Minister for not having made a reject the recommendation prepared in July 1996 that the
decision because | had not made a decision at that stage. \B&CStech contract go to Southmark Computer Systems, and
are looking at the finances of that proposition, that is, whethewho authorised the second round of tenders that allowed the
we are able for the money we can provide from the sale of ththree companies that had run third, fourth and fifth out of five
site to generate facilities for teachers and staff that are bettéo put in a combined second tender?
than or equal to those which we currently offer. Until | am  The Hon. R.Il. Lucas: All the decisions taken in relation
satisfied that both those criteria can be met—that is, excelletd DECStech 2001 were taken in consultation with senior
facilities for teachers and staff and that the House of Taboofficers in the department, with senior officers in the
is not left high and dry, having had an agreement with thédepartment for Information Technology Services (DITS), as
Government and with me, as Minister, for three years—I anit was then called, and in some cases in relation to legal
not prepared to agree to an alternative proposition. aspects on which we took legal advice. There were two
However, the Brindal plan has demonstrated that it is th@spects to the tender process, one being an evaluation by the
only constructive option that is out there, and it may well beDepartment for Education and Children’s Services on what
a win-win situation for the residents, the local member inl would call broadly the educational aspects. A second
supporting his constituents, the House of Tabor and thevaluation was done by the Department of Information
teachers and staff in Government schools in South Australidiechnology Services on what | would call broadly the
Mr ATKINSON: Staying with the same line, how much industrial development aspects of the proposal. Based on
did the Government spend on restoring The Orphanage aradivice from Department of Information Technology Services
converting the buildings for use as a teacher training centres to how we would weight those two separate valuations, we
What alternative teacher training facilities have beerthen aggregated the two evaluations and came up with a final
identified in your consideration of the option of passing Therecommendation.
Orphanage buildings to the control of the House of Tabor, Ms STEVENS: The Minister did not specifically answer
and how much would it cost to move the teacher trainingvhy he rejected the recommendation that was given to him.
facility? The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | am not conceding that | rejected
The Hon. R.l. Lucas: | am advised that previous anything. | indicated that we looked at two aspects of the
Governments have spent about $4 million in terms ofvaluation, that is, an evaluation based on educational criteria
upgrading facilities at the House of Tabor, and therefore anglone and an evaluation based on industrial development. We
of the options that we are considering would need to seeeceived advice in relation to the importance of industrial
obviously a more than reasonable recoupment of existingevelopment criteria as part of the evaluation, and in the end
expenses from the Government purse in terms of any possiblee had to come up with a process based on DITS’ advice to
sale. aggregate the two separate evaluations into one evaluation.
Mr ATKINSON: What's more than reasonable? We then made a final decision. | am not confirming or
The Hon. R.l. Lucas: What's more than reasonable is denying anything but indicating how the process operated.
what we determine in the end. In relation to what alternative Ms STEVENS: | assume that the recommendation that
sites are being explored, | am not prepared at this stage ®outhmark Computer Systems be given the contract was the
give an indication of that. We have looked at a number ofducational part of those two considerations, according to this
sites. We have rejected some already because they are meemo of July 1996 from Mr Bronte Treloar.

feasible. The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | would need to be provided with
Ms Stevens interjecting: advice on what memos the member is referring to. If it is
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The member for Elizabeth is those which have been highlighted in the Parliament previ-

suggesting the Salisbury campus. ously, we can certainly provide advice on that because we
Mr Atkinson interjecting: know what memos they were. They were highlighted in

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The member for Spence is earlier sessions of the Parliament. If they are different
suggesting Tenterden House. | will take all suggestions. Doamemos, we would need to know what the memos are. A
the member for Taylor have something in her area that sheeries of recommendations or separate sets of advice come
would like to recommend? to senior officers and Ministers in relation to these important

Mr Brindal interjecting: decisions. In the end, the decisions are taken by either

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We are not opposed to the proposi- Ministers or Chief Executive Officers.
tion; as | said, it is an entirely reasonable one. Whatever [|have indicated the process that has been followed. If the
community attracts the facility that is to be moved will be honourable member has any further information to which she
fortunate because we have a significant number of visitoraould like me to respond, | will need to get a reference to the
through The Orphanage site—some 60 000 teachers, staff antaterial to which she is referring. | do not have a copy of the
other visitors. So, it would be an attractive proposition formaterial. | am happy to take it on notice and bring back a
any community if it was to be moved to a new location. Ireply.
cannot indicate what other sites are being considered, but will Ms STEVENS: | refer further to the DECStech 2001
take on board the suggestions of the members for Elizabetender process. Why is the tender price, including after sales
and Spence. service, higher than the price for which equivalent or better

An honourable member interjecting: systems can be purchased through the retail trade?

The Hon. R.l. Lucas: Is there a space there? It is a The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | have seen claims from the Leader
greenfields site. We are prepared to look at greenfields sited the Opposition in this place that this was a terrible deal for
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schools and that schools could purchase equivalent computesisortfall is met by increasing teachers’ salaries, that also
with the same level of service for $1 000. If schools can daould flow onto TAFE lecturers; and the shortfall of teachers
that, as the Leader of the Opposition is claiming, itis entirelyin secondary schools would be determined by the retention
the schools’ prerogative to go off and buy these equivalentate. Does the Minister agree with Mr Jackson that low
computers, if they meet specifications, at $1 000. That wilfetention rates will reduce the shortfall of teachers, and what
be cheaper than the Government'’s deal, even with the subsidye the official retention rate predictions for South Australia
arrangement that the Government is providing. The reality isip until 2003?
a little different from the claims being made by the Leader of The Hon. R.l. Lucas: Obviously we would need to take
the Opposition. We have already had orders for over 8 00¢hat issue on notice. There have been a number of guessti-
computers from over 500 schools under the Governmentmates by Professor Adey and the Australian Council of Deans
computer subsidy scheme. If these great deals are out therd,Education about retention rate figures for teachers within
as the Leader of the Opposition claims exist—equivalenthe system. As | indicated in response to an earlier question,
computers, with the same level of service at $1 000—not togsome of the assumptions of the Council of Deans have not
many other schools are aware of them. | have challenged theen agreed with by the Commonwealth Minister and his
Leader of the Opposition and the shadow Minister to makedvisers, and | know that a number of the States and Territor-
that information available to schools, because | am sure th&s have also disagreed with some of the assumptions.
that retailer will be flooded with offers or requests from As | indicated before, this traces the earlier ground we
schools for the equivalent machines and the same level dfave already traversed. Whilst there may be some arguments
service (of a whole of State nature) for $1 000 rather thambout the assumptions, there is agreement that early next
what the Government has offered. The reality is mucldecade there will be a shortfall of teachers. | do not think
different. anyone can stand up and say they know exactly how many,
The Government is offering a whole of State contract. Itbecause there are too many variables to be able to say there
is not a spot price for one community. We are mindful of ourwill be exactly 7 000 or exactly 3 000. It just depends on what
country colleagues in country schools and have thereforassumptions are made. It is not just the retention rate
negotiated a deal in relation to servicing, and this means thaissumption. It depends on the number trained through
there is the virtual equivalent of either someone working oruniversities, the number of people you can attract into
the machine within 24 hours to try to replace it or sending offteaching as a career and a whole range of other factors. The
areplacement machine to that school or community. In someetention rate assumption is not the only variable in this area.
cases in the metropolitan area the turnaround is only fourto Ms WHITE: The Minister seems to be indicating that his
eight hours, where there is a commitment to have a servigeredictions for teacher shortages or otherwise to 2003 are
technician working on a machine and trying to repairit.  different from the official retention rates. Would he be
Under the old system our country colleagues sometimegrepared to provide to this Committee those retention rates
went for weeks without their computers. To have a proposiand also his predictions?
tion that a contract will be providing them with a replacement  The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | am saying to the member that she
machine, being delivered in some way, within 24 hours ofs making a huge assumption—which | think is partially
their machine breaking down, is a quantum leap in servicencorrect—that retention rates are the only variable in relation
improvement for those country communities. One of theo either a surplus or shortfall in the number of teachers in the
aspects that the critics of the Government scheme have nearly part of next decade. Retention rates is one assumption,
addressed at all is the fact that it is a whole of State contradiut there is a whole range of other assumptions, in particular,
providing a service level to all of our communities, both city the number of young people that universities churn through
and country. their teacher education courses. If the intakes are increased
Ms STEVENS: How long is this contract? Will the or decreased through our university courses, that will affect
Minister give the computer industry an undertaking that thisssues of surpluses and shortfalls. If we are able to encourage
contract will not be renewed and that local suppliers will beback into teaching some people who are not teaching at the
able to tender for school contracts managed by schoolmoment but who have teaching qualifications, that will affect
themselves? calculations of surpluses and shortfalls early next decade.
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We will give a commitment to There is a range of other factors as well.
schools to give schools the best possible deal that the The honourable member ought to be aware that it is not
Government can negotiate on their behalf. With the first deglist a simple issue of one or two variables, adjusting those,
we have negotiated, which goes for a bit over 12 months andnd coming up with a calculation. There are dozens and
expires in April or May next year, we have been flooded withdozens of variables that will impact on the calculation. All |
thanks and gratitude by schools, school councils, teachers aath indicating is that the Commonwealth Minister does not
staff for the implementation of the program. We will give the accept the Australian Council of Deans of Education
commitment that we will similarly deliver another program assumption. | am not sure of the estimates to which the
along those lines on the expiration of this contract. honourable member is referring. She has referred to some
Ms WHITE: | refer to page 126 of the Program Estimatesdocument from a policy adviser to another Minister. | do not
and Information. The Minister might recall there was recentlyhave a copy of that. | am not sure whether the estimates in
a cyber leak from the office of the Minister for Employment that document are the ones from the Australian Council of
and Training. One of the many documents on that disc waBeans of Education or whether they are independent esti-
a copy of an internal minute to the Minister for Employmentmates that the policy adviser has undertaken. So, | cannot
and Training from her senior policy adviser, Mr Bob Jacksonfeally comment on that aspect of it unless the honourable
entitled, ‘Teachers supply and demand to 2003’. Withoumember is prepared to share the information with me.
reading the whole of that minute, key points made by Mr Inrelation to the Australian Council of Deans estimate, |
Jackson to that Minister included the shortfall of teachers; thbave said the Commonwealth Minister does not share the
fact that that shortfall could flow on into TAFE; if the view as has been predicted by them. Some other States and
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Territories have also expressed some differences of opinidihat difficult decision was taken was demonstrated by the
about the assumptions in that calculation of a 7 000 teachdeeling in that school community.
shortfall in the year 2003. Itis a credit to Bev Rogers, as Principal, her teachers, staff
Ms WHITE: | was asking specifically if the Minister and the parent community at Elizabeth City Fremont—and
would table for the Committee the retention rate predictiong§ormer principals, although | do not know whether | should
to 2003 and his predictions for teacher shortages to 2003. Atoe that generous to the member for Elizabeth—but certainly
| to take it that he is unwilling to do that? credit to Bev Rogers and her teachers, staff and the parent
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | am prepared to consider the community, who have done a terrific job. There has been a
honourable member’s question and look at what informatiolisovernment commitment to spend millions of dollars to
we might have available. If | see there is something reasorredevelop their facilities. The present students and future
able we can share with the honourable member and othstudents will be the ones who will benefit from what was a
members, | am prepared to do so. Once you get out beyonetry difficult decision, roundly condemned by parts of the
the year 2 000, it is extremely difficult to make accuratelocal community at the time. | am sure they see the benefit
predictions. If you want a whole series of estimates, dependsf that difficult decision now, as they would in many other
ing on what assumptions, that might be a more reasonablgeas where there have been difficult decisions on school
way to go—not the honourable member personally, but irclosures. | visited the school recently and the reason might
terms of predicting beyond the year 2000. | am prepared tbe that a lot of work at Elizabeth City has been done over a
take advice on the issue from senior officers in the departperiod of time and DECStech 2001 has only been about since
ment and see what information, if any, | am able to providdast July.
to the honourable member. Ms STEVENS: Specifically in relation to the new music
Ms WHITE: It was mentioned earlier that extra staff centre.
would be coming out of the commitments under the enter- The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | know, but when we are talking
prise agreement. Does the Minister predict there will be angbout cabling we are not just talking about cabling a music
difficulty in recruiting extra staff funded in this year's centre buttalking about trying to link in a local area network
budget? the whole school community whereas, in some of the other
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: In the majority of cases, no, butin communities, we are going into them in a fairly big way and
some rural and regional communities, and in some specialiste have been doing it since July last year. That might
areas like languages, yes. partially be the explanation but I will take it on notice and
Ms STEVENS: Referring to DECStech 2001 on page 154 give the member a reply.
of the Estimates of Receipts and Payments, the papers show Ms STEVENS: What are the details of the cabling
that the full budget allocation of $15 million was spent in project? How much will be the total cost of connecting all
1996-97. What was the breakup between computers, trainingchools and how long before schools are connected?
cabling and other expenses, and what is this year’s breakup The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We are already doing cabling in
of the $15 million budget between those same categoriessome of those areas along the lines that | have suggested. In
The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | am prepared to take that question terms of the big contract, EDS has the right of first look at
on notice obviously, but broadly we spent about $3 millionthat contract and we are going through that process at the
in the first year on training and development for teachers ancthoment. If EDS says itis interested and is prepared to put in
staff, and about $1 million on preschool computers. The othea price, we then have the option of looking at the price and,
areas receiving an allocation included the subsidy schem#we are not happy with it, we can go out to other prospective
support officers and capital works infrastructure developtenderers in relation to the project. We are going through that
ments in new developments. For example, with a developarocess at the moment. DECStech 2001 was named as a five-
ment such as that at Hamilton Secondary College, wgear strategy because it will take us five years to link up all
sensibly put in the cabling for DECStech 2001 whilst all theof our schools, not only amongst themselves but also with our
construction work was being done. That cabling aspect comeafstrict offices and central office as well. It is a five-year
out of our DECStech 2001 strategy. | am happy to take thgtrogram in terms of cabling and we have indicated right from
on notice and give a more detailed and definitive response tihe word go that we could not do all the schools overnight.
the honourable member and bring back a reply for her. Ms STEVENS: Given that it has been estimated that it
Ms STEVENS: As a supplementary question, on thewill cost schools $80 per student per year to meet the
matter of the cabling coming out of Hamilton’s refurbish- DECStech target of one computer per five students, excluding
ment, | do not think the same situation applied to Fremonthe cost of furniture, what is DECS’s estimate of the total cost
Elizabeth City High School in terms of its cabling coming outto schools and parents?
of its refurbishment. Would the Minister inquire into that, The Hon. R.I. Lucas: That will vary among differing
because that issue was actually raised with me by the schoat®mmunities, depending on access to resources and funding.
In fact, it appeared that that did happen for other schools outam not aware of who undertook this estimate, whether it is
of the DECStech 2001 strategy, but not so for Fremonthe Labor’s estimate or an individual school’s estimate. We
Elizabeth. would need to look at the calculations. The actual estimate
The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | am certainly happy to check that. will depend on the varying schools and you will get a
| visited the school recently and admired the wonderfuldifferent estimate for different school communities in terms
facilities that are now provided for Elizabeth students. It isof being able to sustain the figure. It will depend on a range
testimony to the fact that sometimes, when difficult decisionof other factors. We are indicating here the broad objective.
are taken by Governments, there is a net benefit to the locitlhas not been mandated that they have to be 1:5 by the year
students and the local community. It was a difficult decision2001 or that some fearsome penalty will come down on their
to close Fremont High School. | remember in my first yeatheads. It is an objective, together with many other objectives,
being booed and hissed—and a variety of other things—in théhat we have within the school system for DECStech 2001.
gymnasium at Fremont. The vision of people in terms of whyFrankly, as Minister, if we arrive at 2001 and we have a fully
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connected education network where all schools are linked Ms STEVENS: Certainly, they want it. However, there
with each other, with information services, with departmentals considerable concern about their potential to pay and find
offices and we have a computer ratio of 1:6 or 1.7 instead othe money and they say the only areas they have flexibility
1:5, if  happen to be the Minister at the time, | would not beis in the curriculum areas of their budget, which they can see
fussed with that at all. being squeezed, and they have little potential to raise their
The major goal of the DECStech 2001 strategy is thdees. That is the reality for many schools in my electorate and
establishment of an education network linking all of ourl would suggestin many electorates across the State. How do
school communities with information and others. Because thgou expect schools to meet the costs?
Government has listed an objective of 1.5, our opponents— The Hon. R.l. Lucas: It may be that those school
political and otherwise—have sought to portray that as the beommunities determine that they do not want a computer
all and end all of the DECStech 2001 strategy. They have alsstrategy of 1:5.
sought to portray it as a mandated requirement, that school Ms STEVENS: That is ridiculous.
fees will have to rise to whatever levels to ensure that this The Hon. R.l. Lucas: It is not ridiculous. | have just
comes about. | have made clear to the many communitiesiihdicated that there is no mandated requirement that they
have spoken to in the past 12 months that that is our objedyave to have one computer for every five students. Thatis an
tive. We will work towards that goal. If we find at the end of objective.
the year 2001 that we have managed to link the network but Ms Stevens interjecting:
have not got to the goal of 1:5, we will reassess our objective. The Hon. R.I. Lucas: No, itis a shared problem between
Is it a reasonable one within the context of how muchthe Government, the department and school communities. We
money the Government can give and how much monehave an objective, | am sure the member will realise, of
parents can raise and then we will review what we do themaking sure all of our students are literate and numerate. We
and determine whether we will continue to maintain it as arhave an objective of harassment free workplaces and schools.
objective for a second five-year strategy? The Governmerfthe member, as a former principal, might be able to indicate
of the day may well have to look at whether or not it adjustswhether or not she achieved that within her school
its level of funding or, thirdly, the particular goal might be community when she was a principal. The reality is that we
changed. It may well be determined at that stage that the goate about setting objectives; the reality is that we have a five-
of 1:5is not a goal that in the end needs to be met to get allear strategy. That is one of the objectives of the strategy but
the benefits for students. It might be 1:6. Frankly, that is nohot the only one. As | have said to you, the overwhelming
the be all or the end all of the strategy. When we come to theriority from my viewpoint is to establish the network and
end of the first five-year strategy, the Government and thénk our schools with learning, with information and data
Minister of the day will have considerable flexibility. We bases, with departmental and district offices and with each
have locked in for five years $15 million a year in expendi-other. In the end, if it comes out that we have 1:6 or 1:7 or
ture in this area which, | hasten to add, was abouthatever it might be, we will make a reassessment at that
$14.6 million per year more than the Labor Government wastage concerning any of the three options | highlighted. If you
offering for computer— have problems with school communities, get them to
Ms Stevens interjecting: correspond with me or circulate a copy of my response and
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Times have changed—but not by | shall be happy to enter into dialogue with them.
that much, | can assure you. The Labor Government was Ms STEVENS: | think you might find it will be 1:5 in
offering $360 000. A vast lump of the expenditure for oursome areas and 1:10 in other areas.
first five years will be what | would term to be upfront costs  Mr BRINDAL: Following the same line of questioning,
in terms of establishing the network: it will be the cabling andon the same budget line referred to by the member for
infrastructure. There will be some ongoing maintenance oElizabeth, the Minister said that the Labor Government spent
that cost, so it obviously all does not disappear. From the ye&#360 000 a year yet, despite that, a number of schools made
2001 onwards, if a Government is prepared to maintain itsomputers a priority and invested considerable sums of
$15 million commitment, there will be some free board forschool resources, generally raised by parents, into networks.
increased expenditure for computer subsidies and reducd&tighton High School springs to mind, as do a number of
expenditure on the maintenance of the infrastructure, cablingther schools. The member for Elizabeth acknowledged that
and network. We have these few people—schools and thbat comes at great cost to the community. | am hearing the
Labor Party—running round and getting themselves into &xact reverse to what the member for Elizabeth is saying.
lather over the year 2001 and the fact that this will mean &chools have invested considerable amounts of money; they
school fee of X squillion dollars or something and woe, theare ahead of the game and are now finding that $15 million—
sky is falling in. They are getting themselves into a lather forand | commend the Government for the innovation—has been
not much cause at all. We need to be sensible about it. Thimade available. They are saying, ‘If we had waited, we would
Government is giving large lumps of money for the first time.have got a share of this money. Now we appear to have
It has to be better for schools and we will work togethermissed out.” Would the Minister comment on the other side
without being unreasonable in terms of school fee increasesf the coin?
that schools will adopt and without being unreasonable in the The Hon. R.l. Lucas: The member raises a very difficult
amount of money that the Government can give. issue. When we looked at the DECStech subsidy scheme we
Ms STEVENS: No-one is saying that we should not be knew there would be criticism from those who had committed
sensible about it and no-one has a problem with the majasignificant parent resources. They went to the previous
goal of having schools properly resourced with technologyGovernment and asked for money and were told, ‘Go away,
The Minister remarked earlier that people were taking this upve are not giving you anything. We will give you $360 000
in droves. That is true because people know that they have tmd you can divide that between 1 000 schools and pre-
provide this and there is absolutely no doubt about that. schools.’ They therefore thought, ‘Well, this is not an entirely
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: They want it. generous Labor Government; we had better go away and do
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it all ourselves.’ They had fundraising and school fees an@n vocational education for students at Salisbury High
spent tens of thousands of dollars of their own moneySchool. We hope that Doug Moyle and his staff will be able
without any assistance from the Labor Government, whictio provide similar quality programs for students from the
was not interested in technology or the provision of com-south. We have established the first of the specialist phys. ed.
puters in schools. They said, ‘Tough luck’ to the schools iland sports schools at Wirreanda in the south. As was
the northern suburbs. Some parent communities who coulddicated in response to an earlier question, we are going
raise the funds were able to do it entirely by themselves ithrough the process of establishing another school which, we
order to provide computers. believe, will be in the north or north-west. There is an

Schools in the electorates of Elizabeth, Taylor and Spendatention to establish a third one at some stage, but we have
were left entirely to their own resources and devices and haiot yet indicated a time frame. The Government has provided
no access to computers and technology. The Government atitbse options.
the Minister of the day said to them, ‘Tough luck, we willnot ~ We have continued the program of focus schools in the
help you. You go off and buy your computers yourselves.primary school area. There were four existing sport focus
People in the wealthier areas of Brighton, Unley and Marryatschools and there are now two further sport focus schools at
ville could raise $40 000 or $50 000 and they did so. It is aMarryatville and Seaview with tennis. Another four new
bit hypocritical for Labor members to walk into this Chamberenterprise clusters of schools are anticipated to commence
and criticise this scheme. This is the first time ever that ahis year and next year. So, the Government is seeking to
Government has been prepared to provide significarprovide a variety of options to parents and families to
assistance for the purchase of computers. It is also the firstrengthen and broaden choice for them within our Govern-
time that we have given extra help to schools in the membemnent school system. We have provided schools in all areas:
for Elizabeth’s area because they get far greater subsidieghat one might term the wealthy areas and certainly in the
than, for example, schools in the member for Unley’s aregpoorer areas. Some are in Labor electorates and some in
We could have adopted a scheme which gave an equhklberal electorates. As with the question of school closures,
subsidy across the board to all. We said, ‘No, we will haveas Minister | reject absolutely the notion that we have
a minimum subsidy of $500 and maximum subsidy of $1 00Gletermined the choice of schools on any political basis. They
and do it on a social justice basis.’ have been well justified and, generally, on the basis of panel

Ms Stevens interjecting: recommendations.

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: It is a lot more than the honourable ~ Ms WHITE: | refer to page 22 of the Capital Works
member’s own Party did in its years of Government here ifProgram. Six major school projects to commence in June
South Australia. | reject absolutely the sorts of criticisms that.997 have been announced as new works in either two, three
we are getting from Labor members in this Chamber whar all four of the Minister’s budgets. On 3 June, the Minister
have the temerity to be critical of the first commitment evertold the House, in response to a request by the shadow
by a Government to a significant level of funding in this areaMinister, that he would obtain details of the contracts that
when for many years they told schools in their own electorhave been let for those projects. Will the Minister tell the
ates, ‘Tough luck, go and raise the money yourself. If youcommittee which of these six projects have now started, the
cannot raise the money yourself, you cannot have computersiames of the contractors and the new completion dates?

Mr BRINDAL: | commend the Minister, especially on ~ The Hon. R.1. Lucas: Precisely for the reasons indicated
the social justice component of the answer to the lasby the honourable member, we have not designated them as
guestion. My question follows the same line. Minister, this‘'new works’. We have designated them as ‘previous works’
Government was elected on a promise of excellence iwhich will commence after the budget but before the end of
education but excellence through choice, and progressivethe financial year in June this year. So, the Government has
in the past few years you have announced the creation oflaeen accurate and definitive in terms of its description. These
number of special interest high schools. Would you gaare not described as new works; they are described as works
through the program to date, indicating your plans for theplanned to commence in June 1997. The next category then
future and say whether the special interest high schools hagays, ‘New works, new works, new works’, under a variety
all been in the privileged eastern suburbs or Liberal areas aff subheadings. So, in relation to what work is commencing
South Australia? and who has been appointed, we are already chasing that

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: It is an important philosophical information in relation to a question in another place. I will
guestion in terms of the direction in which this Governmentbe happy to share that information with the honourable
sees education heading. We indicated right from the wordhember when it is collected.

‘go’ that we believed that we needed to provide an increasing Ms WHITE: Given the Minister’s repeated explanations
variety of choice within the Government school system andthat projects such as the Tanunda Primary School were
in particular, within the secondary school system. Thealelayed because of negotiations about the school’s location
Government is committed, for example, to three secondargnd the Seaton High School project was delayed because of
high schools for students with high intellectual potential; onedesign negotiations with the school, how many of the 12
has been established in the north-east, one has been estai&jor new projects on this year’s list are designed and ready
lished at Glenunga and a third will be established next yeato go?

You would not have to be an expert to guess that broadly that The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | will take that on notice and bring

will be in the geographic area of the south or south-west, tdack a response.

provide an option for students in that area. Ms WHITE: Given the really abysmal record of Ser-

We supported the establishment of the enterprise higkices SA, which manages the contracting for school projects,
school at Salisbury and we have supported the establishmembw many of the 12 major new projects listed in this year’s
of a second enterprise high school at Morphett Vale. Againbudget does the Minister expect to commence on time?
| am a strong supporter of the work done by Peter Turner and The Hon. R.l. Lucas: Mr Chairman, | believe that the
his team in providing alternative options and concentratindionourable member's comments in relation to the hard-
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working public servants employed by Services SA are Ms STEVENS: What are the details of the teacher
unfortunate. | am sure public servants working in thetraining program in relation to DECStech 2000? How are
honourable member’s electorate would be disappointed tfunds being allocated to schools? Are these training programs
hear her slagging their colleagues in the way in which she hdseing credentialled to ensure that teachers are being appropri-
just done. ately trained?

Ms White interjecting: The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | am happy to provide a copy of a

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The member says that she does notpress statement that | issued on this issue some time ago,
resile from her criticisms of the public servants. | amwhich indicates that $3 million is being given to schools this
disappointed that the honourable member in this place shoulgear. The money is being given to principals. A set of specific
criticise the staff of Services SA in such a way, particularlyoutcome statements has been given to principals and they are
after some of the good work that those hard-workingrequired to ensure by the end of 1998 that all the teachers and
Services SA staff have accomplished in relation to somstaff within their schools are able to meet those particular
schools in her own electorate. outcome statements. It has been done in a number of ways.

Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Mr Chairman. Some are employing private contractors, some are using
Standing Orders of the House require that we question thBAFE or the university and others are using existing staff
Minister for Education. | believe that the member for Taylorwithin the school or within the cluster of schools.
has directly criticised another Minister and another Govern- Ms STEVENS: As a supplementary question, how are
ment department, which | do not believe she has the right toountry teachers accessing training programs? | understand

do under the Standing Orders. that the training and development grant works out at about
Ms White interjecting: $90 per teacher. For country teachers, | presume that would
Mr BRINDAL: You said ‘abysmal performance’, and it mean that they would have to travel as well to receive this

is not this Minister whom you are referring to. training, or is training being delivered in some way in

The CHAIRMAN: While the member for Unley makes regional centres? What is happening? How far Wi“ that
a point through his point of order, the work done by Ser-Toney go for people who live a long way from Adelaide?
vices SA interacts with every Government agency. | do not The Hon. R.l. Lucas: | will take advice on that. My
allow the point of order simply on the basis that the Ministerrecollection of the training formula that was used was that
has the opportunity to clarify the matter, if there is a mis-additional moneys were given to country communities. | do
understanding by the member for Taylor—and, indeed, thgot think it is accurate to say that it was a blanket $90 a
work to which she is referring may not even be undertakeeacher across the State. With our training and development
by that agency. So, | acknowledge the concern of the memb@irant formula generally we take into account distance from
for Unley but | believe it appropriate that the Minister Adelaide. The second issue is that some of the country
respond. communities would be delivering the training and develop-

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We will take on notice the mentin their local community. If they have an experienced

honourable member’s question in relation to those 12 projecg&aff person who can train the others to get to the base level
to which she has referred and see what information we caff competence that we require, many communities are
provide. undertaking that, or local TAFE or private training providers

The CHAIRMAN: | believe itis appropriate that | point @r€ Visiting clusters of schools and providing that sort of
out to the Committee the fine work undertaken by Serdrainingin country and regional communities. So, a lot of that
vices SA in Parliament House. Members need only to walifaining is occurring at the local level.
through this building—a heritage building—to witness the ~Ms STEVENS: What has been done to assist schools to
great skills that we have in that department. So, | pay a tributgbtain software and, given the dangers of viruses being
to the members of Services SA for that work and for the workntroduced into the system, what controls are in place to
they have done in schools in my area. prevent this happening?

Ms STEVENS: | return to questions on DECStech ~ The Hon. R.I. Lucas: In relation to the viruses, | would
2000—Estimates of Receipts and Payments, page 154. Witeed to take some advice. In relation to software, it is correct
schools receive a subsidy, say in two years, on the first rouri@ say that the DECStech 2001 strategy is not assisting
of replacement computers—which | understand could be upchools in the current purchase of a whole variety of soft-
to 10 000 computers overall—or does the subsidy apply oniyare, as was the case prior to the establishment of

to the initial purchase? DECStech 2001. So, the situation has not changed: it remains
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The computer subsidy scheme will & School-based decision. For some programs it may well be
operate for the five years of DECStech 2001. that software is provided but, generally, it is the responsibility

Ms STEVENS: Minister, | know you said it would of school communities, as it has been for some time.
operate for five years. Is there only one round of subsidies or Ms STEVENS: Have any standards been issued relating
is there a round for replacement within five years? to the physical installation of computer rooms, such as
will operate for the five years. The mechanism for that willarresters and safety switches?
need to be determined. | could not comment as to whether it The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | will take advice and provide some
will be in two years, for example; but there will be a continu-detail on what standards have been provided for school
ing subsidy scheme so that when it is determined that theommunities in that area, particularly in relation to lighting
computers have gone beyond their use-by date, or whenevafd the other issues that the honourable member has raised.
the particular scheme has expired, it would be the intention Ms STEVENS: Has the Minister had any negotiations
to continue the arrangement for a school so that they couldith the Australian Education Union concerning the introduc-
go back a second time—and, hopefully, continue beyond thdton of computers in relation to matters such as how this will
as well. change the role of teachers, the optimum number of students
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in computer classes and the recognition of special technologyf money to hire teachers and run programs and for mainte-
qualifications? nance, etc. So, there is a gap.

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Not detailed ones. | meet on a  The Hon. R.I. Lucas: As | have said, | will take those
regular monthly basis with the leadership of the Australiamguestions on notice. If | can provide any useful responses
Education Union, and the agenda is generally set by thbefore the Committee concludes, | will do so. If not, we will
Australian Education Union. If they would like to raise that provide the answers in the normal way.
issue at one of our regular meetings, | would be delightedto \s STEVENS: What is the department's policy and time
discuss it with them. We may have had a brief reference ifine for devolution of responsibilities and functions from
broad terms to some of those issues but we have certainly npfeCS to schools? Regarding the devolution of non-curricu-
had a detailed discussion. lum functions to schools, schools in my electorate have told

Ms STEVENS: | refer to a memo dated 11 February me of a number of things that they now do. For instance,
1997, which was sent by the Chief Executive Officer,departmental forms are now produced on site by schools.
Mr Ralph, to principals of schools about the departmentallso, since the outsourcing of cleaning, the management of
audit scheme, the second paragraph of which states: cleaning contracts takes a finite amount of the bursar’s time.

| acknowledge that the work undertaken by the Audit Branch!f things are going fine, that is reasonable, but when there are
since the inception of the scheme [departmental audit scheme] hfgoblems with cleaners keeping to the terms of the contract
contributed to a generally high standard of accounting beingt requires a significant input of time. | have also been told

observed in the schools on the scheme. | also acknowledge t ; i
efforts of school staff in contributing to a generally high standard o?ﬁat schools are now having to buy light globes and to replace

financial management in schools on the scheme. Thus, the overgﬂlht_ fittings. Those thre'e.(?)'(amples were cited as evidence of
assessed risk factor is considered to be low. As a result, the Senigit€ increased responsibilities that schools are now expected
Audit Manager and | are of the opinion that there is no need for thesto undertake. The comment was made that this is happening

annual visits to continue. by stealth rather than as part of an articulated policy. So,
The Chief Executive Officer also refers to an alternativewhilst on the one hand a number of increased funding grants
arrangement, as follows: have been given to schools for various things, as the Minister

ras mentioned, schools also say that they are being expected
computer assisted audit technique (CAAT) software. o take up other functions which eat into their resources.

When will these regular remote audits be phased in? | The Hon. R.l. Lucas: The Government does not have a

- . : ime line within which any particular model or philosophy of
understand that the audits carried out under this new schenqg]e : . )
will occur every three years. In the meantime, are school%evOIUtlon must be achieved. On a number of occasions, we

. ave said that we see incremental change in the area of local
? . .
expected to audit annually.. . . school management and devolution as an evolutionary
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | will take that question on notice.

he h | forri I di process rather than a revolutionary process. So, there is no
FS the | cl)nogrfll??e member referring to enrolment audits 0fng\ver to the honourable member’s question, because we do
inancial audits?

not have a time line. We have a policy of incremental change
Ms STEVENS: Financial audits. through working with local school communities. When it is
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: If | can provide that information considered that a particular responsibility can be devolved to
before the close of this session tonight, | shall be happy to dschools, we will do so, but we will not dump a whole range
so. of responsibilities on schools over a short period of time
Ms STEVENS: | understand that the CAAT software When they are not ready for those extra responsibilities.
program is part of the EDSAS financial arrangements. A Mr ATKINSON: | refer to page 155 of the Estimates of
number of schools have indicated their concerns about thReceipts and Payments Financial Paper No. 2—Assistance
continual hitches in that particular aspect of EDSAS. Into non-government schools. How much Commonwealth
answering these questions, | would like the Minister to tak€unding will South Australia lose this year under the Howard
into account the time line for the introduction of this program.Liberal Government's new formula for funding public
Who will pay for these audits? If schools have to audit theireducation?
own finances in the intervening years, who will pay? Isthe  The Hon. R.I. Lucas: That has not yet been determined.
Minister confident that the high standard of financialThe State Government has expressed its concerns at the
management which was acknowledged by the Chief Exegperation of the enrolment benchmark adjustment. Whilst that
utive Officer in the memo to which | referred will be has been legislated for, the detail of how it operates has not
continued under this new arrangement? been concluded. | am pleased to say that the Commonwealth
The Hon. R.l. Lucas: | will take those questions on Minister did acknowledge some of the concerns that South
notice and provide a reply as soon as possible. | am ngtustralia had expressed at the most recent ministerial council
familiar with this package. If it is linked with the finance meeting last Thursday and Friday and has undertaken to have
module of EDSAS, I think it will be at least a few months his officers have urgent discussions with South Australian
before that will be implemented, because the finance modulend other State officers on a number of issues. | will just
is currently being ‘redone’, and it might not be until the endhighlight one: the State system carries the huge cost of
of the year when we will see an entirely workable financemaintaining high-cost rural schools in small, isolated and
module package operating in schools. rural communities, and the non-government school system
Ms STEVENS: The memo to which | referred informs does not have to maintain those high costs. That is just one
schools that there will not be an annual financial statemereixample of a number that | have raised with the Minister, and
audit for the 1995-96 financial year. So, | assume that auditsam pleased to see, whilst he has not given a commitment to
were suspended as from the date of this memo. The issue fohange, that he has indicated a willingness to have his
schools involves the auditing of their financial accountspfficers revisit those issues and to see whether or not changes
especially when they are increasingly managing large sungan be made. He has also indicated a willingness to introduce

Regular remote audits will be phased in with the development o
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potentially a buffer or a cap in relation to the funding the Department for Education and Children’s Services. | will
changes. have that checked, but | am pretty sure that will be the case.

The final resolution of how much the adjustment might ~Mr ATKINSON:  Given that actual recurrent payments
involve will not be possible until after August, when the to non-government schools have increased from $57 million
census of the number of students in non-government an 1995-96 to $62.5 million in 1996-97 and this year is
Government schools is taken. The honourable member Wi.ﬂstlmated to be $64 ml”IOn, what has been the cause of this
have to wait until after August, perhaps | suggest October dicrease?

November, and he might like to ask me that question again The Hon. R.l. Lucas:As it has been in the Government
and | will be delighted to see what information | can provideschool sector, increases in salaries for staff. There have been

him with. significant salary increases, if the member for Spence is not

Mr ATKINSON: Eurther to the Minister's announcement 2Ware, for teachers in the Government sector and the non-
that he did not iﬁtend to agree to open-ended additionagovemmem sector. Also, there have been increased enrol-

; ; ts in the non-government sector.
funding for non-government schools, the questions asked dnen i : ,
27 May concerning the Minister's new Non-government Mr BRINDAL: | wish to pursue the member for Spence’s

Is Planning Advisory Committee, can the Minister nowfXtraordinary and covert attack on independent schools in
Schoo 9 Y South Australia. Does the Minister accept that while 150

name the membership of the committee? . . .
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | cannot directlv. but before the end pupils might be a viable enrolment for a Government school
s - Y iven that in the local area there are other Government

of the proceedings today | can bring the names of the officer; chools which any parent can choose, in the case of, say, a

involved. Itis to be chaired by Bob Lean, who was a former, : . : .
) D . . P . mall Buddhist community or an Islamic community there are
Chair of the joint planning committee (this is the commltteeS

h | h icul . d it is broadl other considerations related to ethnic origin and religious
that replaces that particular cpmmntee), and 1t Is broadly, .o tice which may relate to differing curriculum choice and
representative of interests within the non-government sect

different set of criteria? Therefore, the committee may well
and the Government school sect_or. . come up with entirely different guidelines as to the pupil ratio

Mr ATKINSON:  How does this new committee change at which an acceptable curriculum can be evolved for that
the purpose of the old Non-government Schools Planningommunity and its needs. Do you, Minister, or does the
Advisory Committee, and what terms of reference have beegovernment accept that premise, or do you want to be bound
given to the new committee? into the sort of idiot thinking of the Opposition?

The Hon. R.l. Lucas: | publicly released a press state-  The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | would never want to be bound
ment and a copy of the policy a month or so ago. | would bénto the idiot thinking of anybody. It is true that the previous
very pleased to provide a copy of that policy statement to theabor Government maintained a policy which allowed the
member for Spence, and it will indicate the terms of referencestablishment of a non-government school with one student
and the guidelines for the operations of the committee.  in it. That was a policy supported by the member for Spence

Mr ATKINSON: What are the criteria for assessing anas a member of the State Labor Government, and supporting,
application from the private sector for a new non-government am sure, the policies also of the Commonwealth Labor
school? Given that the Minister has closed several Stat&overnment. The member for Spence in his support for his
schools with enrolments of around 150 pupils on the groundwn Labor Government’s policies in this area also supported
of limited curriculum opportunities, will the Minister require the establishment of the school that the Brethren have
a minimum enrolment for a new non-government school? established (and the member for Unley will be aware of the

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The policy document that | have Brethren), and that school | think has fewer than 20 students
already indicated | will provide to the honourable memberin it.
will cover a number of those issues but not all of them. Itwill  The member for Spence is a supporter of establishing
broadly indicate that there will need to be an assessment lychools with small numbers in them in the non-government
the committee of education impact on existing Governmentommunity, and this Government will continue broadly that
and non-government schools within the community, and the@articular policy direction. We will continue to allow choice
planning committee will need to consider that and then makéor families in relation to a number of these areas.
recommendations to me as Minister based on its assessmentThe CHAIRMAN: The member for Spence appeared to
of the impact on existing providers in that community. be indicating by way of hand gesture some dissatisfaction

As with the previous Labor Government, there is awith comments by the member for Unley. | remind the
minimum enrolment provision within the policy which is member for Spence that if he feels that the member for Unley
much smaller than 150 or 200. That is something supporteid reflecting upon him in any way, shape or form he has every
by the member for Spence in his support for the previousight to take a point of order at that time. It may be that the
policy under the Labor Government, both State and Federalnember for Spence thought that the member for Unley was

Mr ATKINSON: Has the Minister provided advice to the calling him an idiot, and if that were the case the member for
Commonwealth Minister on capital assistance for nonSpence could have raised the point of order at that time. The
government schools this year? What projects have beebhair does not recognise hand gestures.
recommended? Mr ATKINSON: Thank you for the invitation to raise it

The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | have not provided any advice to now, and | am pleased to raise it. The member for Unley
the Commonwealth Minister on capital works for non-referred to the line of Opposition in question, our policies and
government schools. | need to check whether officers havéndeed ourselves as idiot. That is unparliamentary. My hand
but | suspect probably not. Most of the funding for capitalgestures were meant to suggest that you, Sir, as Chairman
works is done through block grant authorities within the nonwould intervene without being invited to do so to obtain the
government sector—the Catholic sector and the independergtraction of unparliamentary language. Since you did not do
sector. | think most of that is generally done directly with theso, perhaps owing to your inexperience, | now invite you to
non-government sectors themselves without any input frordo so.
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The CHAIRMAN: | hope that the member for Spence is member who is not seeking to denigrate other existing
not reflecting upon the Chair; | remind him of the provisionsGovernment schools in the community as the member for
in the Standing Orders should he be so doing. The Chair iSpence and his supporters are doing in relation to Kilkenny.
of the view that the member for Unley gave a broad intima-Exactly the same decision was taken at exactly the same time.
tion that he believed that there was some idiocy in Oppositioh announced both decisions on the same occasion, yet the
policy making. | did not hear the member for Unley specifi-overwhelming majority of Government students in Netley
cally refer to the member for Spence as an idiot and for thaand Camden are transferring to other Government providers
reason the Chair did not intervene. In view of the fact that thén the western suburbs.
member for Spence was gesturing from his seat, | thought Mr ATKINSON: What about Findon?
that he might wish to clarify the situation. The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | have just talked about Findon. If

Mr ATKINSON: | believe the remarks of the member for there is to be a difference in the north-western suburbs, it is
Unley attached to me personally and to the member fobecause of the attitude and approach being adopted by the

Elizabeth and I ask him to withdraw. member for Spence and his fellow travellers who are seeking
The CHAIRMAN: Was the member for Unley calling the to denigrate existing Government schools in those north-
member for Spence an idiot? western areas. | can only caution the member for Spence

Mr BRINDAL: As the member for Spence will know, against heading down this path.
there is ample illustration in the Bible of people who Mr ATKINSON: By way of supplementary question,
gesticulate and carry on—the processes by which they thinkow that Findon Primary School has been closed for this
and not the person themselves—being referred to in thogeear, where have the pupils from Findon Primary School—
terms. | was not referring directly to the honourable membethose who were with going to continue at another primary
but simply to his thought processes, but if the member takeschool—gone? If the Minister knows the answer for Netley
offence to the way he thinks and my reference to the way hand Camden, | presume that he also knows it for Findon.

thinks, | will withdraw so that he is satisfied. The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | know a number of things, but not
The CHAIRMAN: That is very charitable of the member everything. | am happy to concede that. | am happy to take
for Unley. it on notice and endeavour to get information.

Mr ATKINSON: Given the Minister's answerstomy last ~ Mr ATKINSON: | see them at St Joseph’s.
line of questioning, surely one of the reasons why thereisan The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The honourable member says that
increase in recurrent payments to non-government schoolslie sees them at St Joseph'’s. | am happy to take it on notice—
the increasing number of pupils in those schools. Thé&t Joseph’s in what suburb?
Minister nods his assent. Surely one of the reasons for there Mr ATKINSON: Hindmarsh.
being an increased number of pupils in non-government Ms STEVENS: | refer to capital receipts, on page 153.
schools is that there is a decreased number of pupils in Sta&ven that this year's capital receipts of $10 million were
schools. A good example of that is the abandonment of thdown by $4.5 million on budget, why were agents not
north-western suburbs of Adelaide of the State educatioappointed to sell a number of properties including portions
system. Will the Minister inform the Committee whether of Aberfoyle Park and Glenunga secondary schools and
there are any benefits to State consolidated revenue in closiftindmarsh, Norwood and West Lakes Primary Schools?
down State schools, transferring the pupils to the Catholic The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | will take advice in relation to each
education system, as will occur in my electorate with theof those individual cases. | will need to consult with the
closure of Findon, Croydon and Croydon Park PrimaryDepartment for Environment and Natural Resources. If parts
Schools, and therefore shifting the cost of educating thosef the site have been declared surplus to our needs it is the
pupils to the Commonwealth budget, which has primaryagency which manages the sale.
responsibility for the Catholic education system? Ms STEVENS: Given that poor sales impact on new

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | indicated in response to an earlier works, what steps has the Minister taken to maximise sales
guestion that enrolments were a factor. It may have slippetb meet the budget target?
through to the keeper as the member for Spence did not pick The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | have tried to combat members of
up that part of the answer. | am very disappointed that théhe Labor Party who continue to oppose many of the budget
member for Spence thinks so poorly of the quality ofsales and many of the closures. That is an extraordinary
education being offered in Government schools in theuestion to be coming from the Labor Party. You might
northwest such as Kilkenny, Woodville, Seaton Park and auggest that the drafters of that question throw it away next
variety of other schools which former students from Findonyear. Clearly we are doing many things, one of which is
Croydon and Croydon Park might attend. | am disappointedeeking to combat Labor Party spokespersons and others who
that he has joined a conspiracy to drive away students frorseek to oppose the closures or indications of sale of surplus
our quality Government schools remaining in the northwest(overnment assets or land in the department. This depart-
such as Kilkenny, as he engaged in earlier today. He iment and Government are working as assiduously as they can
encouraging, obviously by way of that question, parents tevith the Department for Environment and Natural Resources
move into the Catholic and non-government system. to sell properties that have been declared surplus. In some

Itis disappointing that a local member should think so ill cases, like the Playford High School site closed and declared
of the quality of education in Government schools that hesurplus by the previous Labor Government, because there are
would be indicating that that would occur. | cite the examplefew takers in the market for many years it may take a while
of Netley and Camden, where virtually all the students into sell all of it. In some areas there is huge demand and as
those schools—the decision being taken at the same time-seon as you put them on the market the properties are sold.
will attend other Government school providers within that Ms STEVENS: Given that a ‘Back to Schools’ grant
cluster. They are not heading into the non-government systestheme was implemented to return funds to schools from the
at all but going to Government schools because in thasale of properties declared surplus to requirements, why is the
circumstance we have local school communities and a loca&lapital construction program now dependent on receipts from
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the sale of assets? | remind the Minister that last year he told Ms STEVENS: Essentially, each one on its own merits?
the Committee that, if sales fell ShOI’t, works could not be The Hon. R.l. Lucas: Certaimy_ We have no fixed rule
started. _ _ that governs every decision we take. We seek to be as
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The strategy in relation to the sale reasonable and flexible as we can in relation to the particular
of assets being churned back into education facilities is ongircumstances. | am advised that the $13.5 million figure, to
that we inherited from the previous Labor Government. It isyhich the honourable member has referred on sale of land
no different. When school facilities are declared surplus, thend buildings, is likely to be an estimate for the sale of land
value of those assets is churned back into education. We agad buildings for 1997-98. If that is the case, | am not in a
no more or less reliant on revenue from land sales than thgosition to provide that for the reasons | gave earlier to the
Labor Government was in its last years. In one of the lastnember for Spence. We do not flag how much we intend to
years of the Labor Government, it had a budgeted item Qﬁet from sales. | am happy to give a breakdown of the

$20 million to $30 million from land sales. As the member gpproximately $10 million we have recouped this year on the
has noted, we have a modest land sale program of abogile of land and buildings.

$14 million for this year.
Ms STEVENS: How many Government funded new
schools have been opened since January 1994?

Ms STEVENS: As a supplementary question, has the
Minister considered the views of the Marion council that the
State Government should retain the open space at the schools,

Mr Brindal interjecting: ; : . >
Ms STEVENS: Given the Minister's promise not to close ;nedn?’?s he investigated options other than sale and develop

more than 40 schools, can he confirm that 39 schools have . L
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Yes, | have considered their views

been closed since 19947 . X .
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | can certainly confirm that but, in the interests of students qnd staff pf school communi-
because, as the member for Unley indicated, we monitor thdfS: @nd because we are upgrading Hamilton, Daws Road and
figure closely. a number of other schools in the local community to the tune
Ms Stevens interjecting: of about $5 million, the department needs to recoup the funds
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Ex.actly' we like to keep as many from the sale of the schools that have been closed down. To
- i ’ otherwise would mean we would have to seriously curtail

promises as we can. There are a couple of arguments ab ' - .
whether Penong and Coorabie are closures or not, but offf€ improvement programs in the schools in the southwest.

calculations are that there have been 39 closures or amalga- Mr ATKINSON: | refer to page 131 of the Program
mations of schools since 1 January 1994 by decisions of thisstimates and Information under ‘Payments of a Capital
Government. A handful of those are not closed yet. They wilNature’. Given that the Government had some difficulty last
not be closed until the end of this year. The 39 figure actuallyear in working out what the implications were of the
includes a handful of schools that will be closed at the end offoward Liberal Government's cuts to Commonwealth
this year. It does not include schools that are already closegpecific purpose payments, can the Minister now provide a
I need to take on notice exactly how many new schools havelear analysis of the actual impact on South Australian
been established since January 1994, but they include HewRtograms of the cuts to specific purpose payments by the
Springs at Gawler, Blakeview, Woodend and a couple oHoward Government in 1996-97 and this year?
others. It is about four or five, but | will obtain a list forthe ~ The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We should be able to gather some
honourable member and provide it to her. information in relation to 1996 because that has occurred now
Ms STEVENS: The Minister said a handful of schools and we obviously know what they gave us and what they did
would be closed by the end of the year. Is that five schoolsot. | will take that on notice and give a considered response
or two handfuls? to the honourable member. It does change through the years,
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: It is only the ones | have an- but in relation to this particular financial year | am not sure
nounced already, so that would involve Croydon, Croydorwhat information | will be able to provide. Broadly the
Park, Netley, Camden, McRitchie and Iron Knob. So, it is aCommonwealth Government has told us there is very little

handful plus one finger! change in all in respect of specific purpose payments for this
Ms STEVENS: Which properties make up the list of sales year.
to net $13.5 million this year? Mr ATKINSON: The Minister may care to take on notice

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | will take that on notice. I think we  the following questions. What is the total cost of all projects
have netted approximately $10 million so far this year. | amjsted in the 1997-98 capital works program? How much of
not sure where the $13 million comes from. If the honourablgnat expenditure has been incurred in previous years? What
member gives me a reference, | will follow that through. Injs the estimate of expenditure on those listed projects in
relation to the schools that have been sold and the money th@$g7.987? How much expenditure is scheduled to be spent on
has come in, we have no problem in indicating the amountgese listed projects in 1998-99, 1999-2000, and 2000-2001?

of money recouped from those sales, The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The member is quite right. | will

Ms STEVENS: What is the Government's policy on rgake the question on notice and see what information we
retaining open space where schools such as Marion High a Might be able to provide that might be of use to him.

Findon Primary are closed?
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | refer the honourable memberto ~ MrATKINSON: What is the value of the capital works

an earlier question asked by the member for Unley when listed in this budget's capital works program which are

gave a full and comprehensive reply to the difficult issue oftlready committed, either because work has commenced or

balance between wanting to provide the best facilities for ouPecause contracts have been signed and what is the estimated

students and staff and the issue of open space preservation@yPenditure on those projects in 1997-98, 1998-99, 1999-

communities. If there is something in that reply that the2000 and 2000-1? Which capital works are already commit-

honourable member wants to further clarify, | will be happyted?

to do so. The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | will take that question on notice.
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Ms STEVENS: My question relates to page 153 of acceptance of the first report. Was this work carried out, what
Estimates of Receipts and Expenditure (Financial Papexere the findings and how much did it cost?
No. 2) and relates to the EDS contract. How much will DECS  The Hon, R.I. Lucas: | will take that question on notice.
pay for EDS services in 1996-97 and was this a saving on theam not sure whether there was a second consultant's report

previous year's cost of providing information technology? If iyt we will certainly check and see what information we can
not, how much extra did it cost? provide.

'_I'he Hon. R.I. Lucas:| will need to tak_e that question on Ms STEVENS: | now refer to page 126 of the Program
notice and bring back a reply. As the Minister for Information gq(imates concerning secondary education, although the
and Contract Services has indicated on a number of 0CCinister may have answered some of this previously, but |
sions, in _Iooklng at these comparisons it will be important tq, .5t to make sure we get all of the information. How much
make adjustments so that we can compare apples with applgs| e provided to schools under the Ready, Set, Go program

and oranges with oranges. We will seek to do that in termyis vear to arrest falling retention rates and how will these
of the response that we provide to the member. funds be allocated to schools?

Ms STEVENS: | refer to the same page. Is DECS
satisfied with the service provided by EDS and how much i:ihi
budgeted for in 1997-98?

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The member for Elizabeth is right:
s question has been answered before.

The Hon. R.l. Lucas: | indicated earlier some of the Ms STEVENS: Again referring to page 126, dealing with
concerns that our schools and school communities haa;econdary edgcatlon, QOes_ the Minister recognise t_hat the
particularly with the change request process. | refer thg\/erage retention rate disguises the real situation, particularly
member to the response that | gave to that earlier questidfi Many low socioeconomic areas where the retention rates
when | indicated that the Minister for Information and &€ much lower and the low figures are not disguised by a
Contract Services had instituted some changes with EDS i phort of part-:[)lme students and what is being done to assist
terms of that process. If there is any further clarification tha hese schools* )
the member wants, in addition to that earlier question and The Hon. R.l. Lucas: | made some comments earlier

answer, | would be happy to further respond. about retention rates and the Ready, Set, Go program. | refer
Ms STEVENS: What is the budgeted amount for the member to those earlier answers. Certainly, the Govern-
1997-987 ment sees the Ready, Set, Go program and the increasing

emphasis on vocational education in schools as one part of

. . . the Government's response to the national problem of
There is no single budgetline for EDS charges because the&%clining retention rates in Government schools in particular.

Is a variety of different charges..CIearIy, the sort of Charge%’here are a number of other issues which the Government
the member for Hartley was ta!kmg about earlier W'l.l n(.)t'bes hool system will need to address and this evening, when the
charges relating to our budget line because they are individu hief Executive Officer of the Senior Secondary Assessment

school budget line charges. In relation to the Department foléoard is with us, she will be able to share some information

Education apd thldren’s Services, we will look at thosewith members in terms of what the board is doing in relation
charges.. Unit pricing has ewdentlyjust been announced b% the structure of the South Australian Certificate of
EDS which | think is probably going to have a favourable

impact on some aspects of our budaet. There miaht be so Education. Certainly, there is some information available that
P P get. 9 '%%me students who are dropping out are dropping out because

othgr asplt?qts WPIIECSSE]?/\\//e bﬁleln 'Ecrteaﬁe?. afs a rtat§ult of t Ftheir perception of the degree of difficulty of the South
Egﬁm?g\%ge:n% see ;Nh:ltV\i/:]fO?‘?na?iva ; Ie::/girlr;t{)ilcleofr; \erh Australian certificate. There is a major research study being
mempber Qndertaken by the board but it is not in a position to release
) ) ] ] the details of that study, but it is undertaking a number of
Ms STEVENS: | refer to the same line but in relation to research programs to try to throw some light on why students
EDSAS. The enterprise agreement with teachers providege not continuing with their studies at years 11 and 12.
$600 000 for an IT help desk for both curriculum and EDSAS Ms STEVENS: Can the Minister give anv specific
applications and $500 000 for EDSAS training. Is supportnformation about What impact the Reagy Set yGo%rogram

available at the regional level for assisting schools tc forecast to have on retention rates over the next two years?
implement these information technology programs or are al B . : y f
ave you any targeted predictions for this?

problems handled through the central help desk?
The Hon. R.1. Lucas: We have support running out of our The Hon. R.I. Lucas: When we released the Ready, Set,

ears. We have support officers all over the State, particularl{PC Program late last year/early this year the press statement,

in the country area for some time, and we are now seeking §Dich I am happy to provide to the member, did include a
replicate that in the metropolitan area. We have a help dedi/mber of students envisaged to be part of the program over

centrally located as well. We have a combination of a help''é€ years. My recollection is a ballpark of 5 500 students
0 be involved in that part of the program. The impact that

desk and we now have district support officers who are tryinc\SN_ . .

to provide support in district levels. ill have on retention rates will depend ona num_ber o_f other
Ms STEVENS: How will EDSAS training money be factors as well: the numbers accepteq into university a}nd

allocated and what training guidelines have been issued? TAFE courses and the general perception about their ability

i - ' to get jobs, apprenticeships and traineeships. We can certainly

The Hon. Rl Lucas: | am quISQd that we will need to give the member a figure about how many peop|e are

take that on notice and we will bring back a reply for thejnyolved in the program. It is then problematic as to whether

member. you can make an accurate assessment about what that means
Ms STEVENS: The report into EDSAS of February 1996 for retention rates.

said that a second consultancy to study the resource implica-

tions of EDSAS was scheduled to take place after the [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]

The Hon. R.Il. Lucas: | will have to take that on notice.
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Membership: programs are being implemented to address the problems
The Hon. Frank Blevins substituted for Ms White. caused by these children leaving school early and at risk of

: . being unemployed?
MrVenning substituted for Mr Legget. The Hon. R.1. Lucas: The member has made an assump-

The CHAIRMAN: For those interested in statistics, fion in his question which is erroneous. Because a student is
members of the Committee might like to know that so farSuSpended for a period between one day and five days it does
during proceedings the Opposition has asked 66 questioﬁ@t mean that.they are Ieavmg school equy. We have students
and nine supplementary questions, with the Governmer@S Young as six, seven and eight who might be suspended for
asking 27 questions and two supplementary questions—aaday or two for V|oler_1t behaviour towards a fellow st_udent
total of 104 questions in all. but they are not leaving schooll early. The assumption the

Mr ATKINSON: Referring to page 133 of the Program honourable member has made is wrong.

Estimates and the provision of general primary education in
schools, which are the six sports focus schools and which
sports are they promoting?

The Hon. R.1. Lucas:Th(_a sports that are being promoted ¢ VENNING: | notice under the DECS Facilities
are volleyball at Heathfield and Brighton, netball at,.oqram title (page 142 of the Program Estimates) that major
Blackwood, baseball at Seaton, and tennis at Marryatville angoris in progress include Clare. | gather that includes the
Seaview. , , new middle school concept as well as upgrading of the

Mr ATKINSON: ~ Staying with that same page of the primary school. Will the Minister provide a run-down on this

Program Estimates, how many students are now combiningoncept? Is this the first part of putting that concept into
part-time work with SACE? fruition?

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We will need to take that on notice.  The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Certainly, that is the intention. As

We have tried to eXplOfe this issue. We have about 2 700 fU”the member knOWS, a decision has been taken to move year 7
time equivalents of part-time students but we also have gtydents from the primary school site—which is struggling
series of year 11 and year 12 students who undertake pat; accommodate the number of students—to the high school
time work. They are full-time students who work at sjte. There has been an indication from the Government that
McDonald’s or Hungry Jacks and a variety of other jobs. Wethere will be some work at the high school site to assist in the
would have figures on the first category, that is, part-timexccommodation of those students and there will also be some
students working part-time. We would not have figures on thgyork at the primary school site which needs some upgrading.
number of full-time students who are also working part-time. | pelieve, in broad terms, that at this stage we are talking

I will see what information | can get for the member andahout $300 000-odd for changes at Clare Primary School and

Membership:
Mr De Laine substituted for Ms Stevens.

bring back areply. . . about $200 000 at the high school. However, no definite
~ Mr ATKINSON: With respect, Minister, this Chamber decisions have been taken as to exactly how that might occur.
is full of public servants. There are some suggestions that perhaps the transfer of year

The CHAIRMAN: Does the member for Spence have a7 students might be delayed by 12 months. Some people are
supplementary question or is he asking another questiaquesting that. | have not agreed to that at this stage, and we
against the budget line? will obviously consider that further.

Mr ATKINSON: The point | am making is that | am Mr VENNING: This is a supplementary question. Is the
surprised that the Minister would have to take a comparativework of the committee that was set up to examine the options
ly simple question on notice when the gallery is full of public of this middle school ongoing, or has the work of the
servants. Someone here must know the answer. committee come to an end?

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | have given the answer. Thereare  The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | will check for the honourable
approximately 2 700 full-time equivalents of part-time member. My recollection is that the committee finished its
students. It depends on how the question is phrased. Weork and is not ongoing. However, if that is not the situation,
might have a part-time student who is only undertaking twd will correct that for the member.
or three subjects. That is not counted as a full-time equiva- Mr VENNING: My second question has already been
lent. If you want to add together the full-time equivalents ofreferred to today, | believe, in relation to the Tanunda
all these two or three subjects or whatever at year 12, it i®rimary School site, and also in the budget speeches. |
approximately 2 787.9, down to 2 535.7 full-time equivalentsunderstand that the project is very close to commencement.
in 1996. That is full-time equivalents. If you are talking aboutWhen will the building work commence and when can we
the actual number of students, it is somewhere in the higkxpect it to be completed?

2 000s who are actual part-time students. The question as The Hon. R.l. Lucas: The honourable member was better
phrased by the honourable member, that is, referring tinformed than | was, as Minister. He was telling me down to
students who are working part-time, also covers anothethe day when it was going to start, and | thought he was
category for which there are no figures—that is, a full-timesuggesting that it was starting in 10 days. | hope the honour-
student at Woodville High School, for example, who isable member is correct, because we have certainly indicated
working part-time at McDonald's is a student who is studyingthat the works will be commencing this month. We have 13
part-time. The member, after dinner, may well want to be glibor 14 days left in the month of June, so | trust that the
and aggressive, and if that is so he might like to frame hisionourable member’s information is correct. We will follow
questions a little more clearly so that we can provide detailethat up.

responses to his questions. There was an earlier question in relation to work commen-

Mr ATKINSON: A very good point by the Minister and cing on these six schools in June 1997, and we have undertak-
one which | accept in the spirit it was intended. Given thaten to provide committee members with an update in relation
3 227 students were suspended from school in 1996, wh&b what work has to be undertaken.
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Mr VENNING: | have a supplementary questiononthat The Hon. R.l. Lucas: Let's hope we do not have any
topic. The special education facility that was added to thaproblems with native grasses.
project in the past few days has certainly been well received The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: My question relates to
in the community. Why was it decided to locate it there, andpage 133 of the Estimates. The Minister would know, as he
was it a priority that came from DECS? made an announcement recently, that the Iron Knob Primary
The Hon. R.1. Lucas: There has been no final decision School will close down. | believe it has about 19 students left.

in relation to that special education facility at Tanundalt employs 1.6 teachers, two part-time SSOs and a grounds-
Primary School. It occurred because a number of people ha®€rson. | do not know whether the Minister has been to the
strongly recommended that it be located there, as a numb¥@n Knob Primary School, but it is a very well developed
of students and children from families in the Barossa are§ommunity school and is highly regarded in the community.
have to be taxied or transported in some way to the Elizabethilst smalll, it is a very attractive school. | believe it is
or Salisbury area for this sort of special education facility.unlikely that the school will be able to be sold, so | do not
They believe there is strong demand for such a facility andhink that any money can be realised from the sale of the
they are therefore recommending that it be at Tanunda. | agFhool after it has been closed. Maybe | am wrong. It appears
not in a position to take a different view to that at this stageto me that there is a large amount of property at Iron Knob
I have requested a detailed explanation of the arguments f&@r sale which anybody can buy, or probably take. So, I am
that facility being located at Tanunda and, if there is ahOtquite sure what monetary savings will be made by closing

persuasive reason for it, we will continue with it. But therethe school—particularly as | assume that a new air-condi-
is no concluded decision on that at this stage. tioned bus will have to be purchased to bus the children into

The CHAIRMAN: Before the member for Custance asksWhlyia”a' b will it P ide the b . t of
his third question, for the benefit of the three members wh EW rguc r‘]N' i] C(i?j Oop\;\?iilDECSe us_(sjerwce ou Ot
have joined the committee, | draw their attention to part of thg O 11Ob €ach schootday s T IEw Brovide Someone fo
introductory comments that | made in opening the proceedS-UperV'se. the children on the bu§. Will the bus be on qall to
ings of the Committee. When questions are asked, it i ke a child home to Iron Knob in the event of that child’s

expected that references to the appropriate budget papers ing ill or ha_tvmg a minor accident during th? day? Will
be made to assist the Minister in answering questions an ere be contingency travel plans for those children should

also those referring to them at a later date, and ensuring th ey wis.h to partake in after school a%tivit.ies or should they
the references are appropriate and easy for them to follow U KEPt in late after school, and so on? Will parents be given
any additional information that may be required of the choice as to which primary school their children will attend

Committee. Also, in relation to supplementary questions, it" t\r]VhyaIIa. 'ftiie%’ are to be gnien f;il%h0|ced eicndtl hope trt:.at
is expected that they will be the exception rather than the rulé® efafr?_d"."ffa artrangemleg S will bé made for transporting
The Committee has adhered to those requirements wi pem 1o the different Schoois:

; : : : . The Hon. R.1. Lucas: We will use the existing school bus
i}lhugggotgge%ri(r)‘;iedlngs today and | believe that it has aSSISt?Pansport policy that was implemented by the Labor Govern-

. f hool — li ith which th
Mr VENNING: All my questions have been on the samement or school bus transport—a policy with which the

f hat | dwith. P Esti 14 rmer Treasurer and Minister in the Labor Government will
reference that | opened with, Program Estimates page l4gg ery familiar. We have not made any changes to that
under the heading of ‘Major works’. My last question is in

; . ) policy, and we will use that policy to determine the appropri-
relation to Nuriootpa High School, where the amount ofy4e |avel and quality of school bus transport service that we

$1.2 million for a new facility is mentioned in the budget. 5, provide. Therefore, we will not be providing an addition-

The budget papers give us a brief outline, but | would likeg herson on a bus to supervise. That is a responsibility for the
more detail, if possible. Will that money cover the whole g, 501 bus driver.

project? Does the Minister envisage finishing it with that | " alation to the question whether the bus will be

allocation? available to take home a sick child through the day, that is not
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The only detail | can provide at this part of the school bus transport policy which, as | said, we
stage is the information that is provided in the budgeinherited from a Labor Government. So, we will use the
documents, and that is a second stage of permanent cQgisting bus transport policy and apply it to the circumstances
construction buildings to enable the demolition of specialisit Whyalla.
timber relocatable buildings with significant backlog  Regarding choice of school, families will have a choice
maintenance. The second stage would consist of eight geneg# school, but the school bus transport policy does not
and specialist teaching classrooms plus support spaces. Thgide for a choice of school. | understand that the
budget for that is $1.2 million, of which $500 000 would be community is already engaged in some discussions about
spent in the coming financial year. | will endeavour to segyhich school will be attended by the majority of students. We
what further information might be provided to the member.ill apply some flexibility in the case of Whyalla if we have
At this stage, all we can say is that this is the best estimate th:@, and then negotiate the transport arrangements for the
departmental officers and Services SA officers have been abighool bus. Normally, under the school bus transport policy
to put on the cost of the project. Given that it is a fairly the school bus would go to the nearest Government school,
discrete project—that is, eight general and specialist teachingyt it certainly will not do a ring route of the remaining 11 or
classroom spaces—then the chances of the estimate belg@ primary and iunior primary schools in Whya”a and drop
relatively accurate are obviously much higher than if it wasoff one student at each of those schools. We will take this
something different and involved perhaps major redevelopdecision as part of the transition process, and we will
ment or realignment of existing buildings. So, it is moretransport the students to that school.
|Ike|y that that estimate is going to be closer to being accurate In some other Country Cornrnunitiesy families prefer to
than perhaps some other redevelopment projects. send their children to a school different from the one which
Mr Venning interjecting: has a bus service. Under the existing policy, that is a
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judgment that those families may take in respect of choosindlinister can reassure me and the Whyalla community that the
something different. special needs of these children will be taken care of and that

With respect to the savings issue, the department inesponsibility will be assumed if this unfortunate decision
making its decisions is not looking just at financial issues. Agoes ahead.

a former Treasurer, the member for Giles would freely The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The Government and | are always
acknowledge that it is not just the bottom budget line whichprepared to listen to reasonable arguments. We considered all
Governments look at but the combination of the economit¢he submissions that were put prior and subsequent to the
costs of services and educational grounds in terms of theeview decision. In this case, not having found any evidence
educational services that the department can provide. If orte change the decision that the Government has made,
were interested in looking at just the financial aspects, ibbviously it intends to proceed with its announced decision.
would not be simply a question of whether the buildings can In respect of the students of McRitchie Crescent Primary
be sold. | acknowledge to the honourable member that th&chool, | assure the member for Giles that my departmental
may or may not be difficult in Whyalla—obviously, he would officers and the receiving schools will bend over backwards
know the local circumstances better than I—but itis an issué continue to provide a quality education service for these
of having to employ separate principals and administrativestudents who are soon to be educated in other schools in
staff and having to make separate maintenance arrangemekyalla. | am sure that the member for Giles will join me in
and provide for a range of other ongoing recurrent costs whesaying that we have some fine primary schools in Whyalla led
one is operating and maintaining two additional schools irby some fine principals and staffed by some fine teachers.
Whyalla and the surrounding districts. If we were looking atThere is no reason why the quality of service that those
just the financial aspects—and we are not doing that—students have received at McRitchie cannot be replicated at
obviously there would be some savings from the closure othe other fine schools that exist in the Whyalla community.
the two schools in the Whyalla area in terms of ongoing andVe will be happy to work with the member for Giles and all
recurrent costs to the department. others concerned about the future of McRitchie students to

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Will the Minister get back try to make the transition as painless as possible under the
to me with a more precise breakdown of these allegedircumstances and to ensure that their special needs are
savings, or is that it? catered for in their new school.

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | am happy to take the honourable A management group is to be established by the District
member's question on notice and see what additiongbuperintendents from both McRitchie and Iron Knob, and |
information | can produce to the honourable member oveam sure that they will be encouraged to know that they have
and above that which | have been able to provide. the advice, guidance and assistance of the member for Giles

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: The Minister has to provide for the transition as painlessly as possible.
announced that the McRitchie Crescent Primary School isto The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
close at the end of this year. The way in which the decision The Hon. R.I. Lucas: They are receiving considerable
was taken and announced to the McRitchie Cresceramounts of Government money from the extra $72 million
community and the Whyalla community left a fair bit to be that has been provided for education in this budget on top of
desired, to say the least—they heard about it in the media. Mihe $110 million which has been allocated in this year’s
office was advised the day before, but | could not run arountbudget compared with last year's. | am sure that as a former
and tell each individual student and parent. Whilst | apprecidreasurer the member for Giles would not have seen that
ated the courtesy of the 24 hours’ notice, it was not terriblynuch generosity being shown towards education and
helpful to the school community. These things may have tahildren’s services. | can say ho more than that my officers
be done from time to time, but there are ways of doing thenwill have the interests of the students of McRitchie para-
which show more respect for the students and their parenteount in their mind as they try to manage this process.
than was shown in this case, particularly as the DECS The only other comment | make relates to the honourable
committee in Whyalla said that there would be no change. Sanember’'s opening remarks. There is no easy way to an-
the parents and the students were quite unprepared for theunce a school closure decision. The intention in relation to
announcement. Whyalla as with all other school closures is that the—

As the Minister would know, the community isbeingled The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: You've had a bit of
by the Whyalla City Council in opposition to this closure. practice.

They are appealing to the Minister to reverse the decision. | The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We've had a bit of practice, but not
am not confident that the Minister will listen to reason. | haveas much practice as the Labor Government, which closed
an awful feeling that he will continue on his course and clos€0 schools. However, we are almost there—we are up to 39.
the school despite the very reasonable case that will be pilithe Labor Government had 70, so—

forward by everyone. If that is the sad reality, what arrange- The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:

ments will be made in Whyalla to take care of these children, The Hon. R.l. Lucas: No, in the past few years. There is

a very high percentage of whom have very special needs® easy way. The goal is always to have meetings with the
McRitchie Crescent is in one of the poorer areas of Whyallaprincipal and the Chair of the school council and to advise the
and the students have particular difficulties. This school hastaff.

taken care of these students in a superb way. | cannot say too Mr Atkinson interjecting:

much for the staff of the school and the Education Depart- The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | ask the member for Spence not
ment officers in Whyalla for the way they have done this. to speak of individual members of the department in that way.

Obviously, these children are to be distributed throughout Mr ATKINSON: He has retired; he is not a member of
other schools in Whyalla, if the Minister has his way, but Ithe—
would like the Minister and DECS to accept some responsi- The Hon. R.l. Lucas: That person has not retired; he is
bility for the special needs of these children and not just saynwell. | therefore ask the member for Spence to be careful
that that is for the receiving schools to sort out. | hope then what he says about individual officers of the department.
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I would be happy to explain privately and not on the publicthat would be something for a different Government or
record the personal circumstances of that person, and | wouMinister to make a judgment about.
ask the honourable member not to bring up his name in the Mr CLARKE: As a supplementary question, a staff
Estimates Committee proceedings. We try to advise thenember at the Carrington school is concerned about the
principals, the chair of the school council and the teachermsufficient time allocated to training. Of the 18 days that are
and staff, and to have them advise the students, before aajlocated per annum, 12 are consumed by compulsory
public announcement is made. In relation to this announceattendances, so that the Principal of the school has six days
ment somebody outside the school community obviouslyn which there is a plethora of different training that she could
alerted the media prior to the decision, we think the dayattend. The problem that she has is that there is insufficient
before. One or two people were advised prior to the decisioriime available to her to replace herself to attend these up-
As the honourable member has indicated, he was adviseskilling, advanced courses and the like that the department
(although | am not suggesting that he told anyone else) amains. That impacts on the children of Carrington if the
somehow somebody advised the local media in relation to thieacher/principal does everything and is not able to avalil
issue. herself of the training that is available in up-skilling herself
In terms of our procedureS, we will have to look at to the benefit of the children at the school. What plans would
whether or not these one or two people ought to be advisel#e department have in terms of making allowances in such
prior to the announcement. My view as Minister is that theCircumstances to enable those teachers who find themselves
decision should not be advised to anyone until the day, ant that situation adequate time off and relief staff to be found
in that way we might be able to get through the processso that they can take advantage of these training courses?
Obviously we cannot advise the parents individually priorto ~ The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The professional development of
the decision because as soon as you announce it to teache@intry teachers and staff is an important issue. It is of
and staff, the AEU representative and the school it immediconcern to the department and the Government, and | guess
ately gets leaked to the media. Some people say that yd@ Previous Governments as well. This Government has
should write a letter to all parents or something, but you theigontinued with a very significant training and development
have a situation where the story gets leaked before you are fifdget for teachers, | think of the order of $2 million per

a position to publicly announce it and the details of theyear.
decision. Mr CLARKE: That does not help her at the moment.

As | said, this issue of managing school closures isWhat are you going to fjo to he;lp her situation®
difficult in terms of managing the communication. We will The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Over night we cannot solve all the
look at our experiences in relation to the Whyalla schools an&rot_)lems Cfea“?d- The honourable member has not been h‘?fe
see what, if any, changes we might usefully make to thgarller but the dlllemma.s of the State Bank were created by his
process. colleagues in this Parliament, such as the member for Giles,
the member for Spence and the member for Price. If he wants
Membership: to absolve hims_elf.from .blame that is fine, but he can dump
. . . his colleagues in it. This has meant that the State cannot
Mr Clarke substituted for the Hon. Frank Blevins. resolve all these problems over night. There has been a huge
increase in the education budget this year and last year, an

Mr CLARKE: Like the member for Giles, | feel thatwe increase of $162 million over the last Labor Government
are the only people representing the rural community in SoutBducation budget.

Australia as far as education is concerned because Liberal sg we can resolve some of the issues but we cannot
members of Parliament have abandoned their duty to thesolve all the issues which the teacher or Principal at
bUSh, and in partlcular to the children of the bush. | have @arrington m|ght have raised with the member for Ross
few questions concerning the far northern areas, in particulamith. The Government and the department are looking at
the Carrington school (which is north of Port Augusta). Thegther ways of tackling professional development for isolated
parents and staff are concerned at rumours that the schooldguntry communities. In particular one of our big arguments
subject to closure in two years’ time. Can the Ministerfor the $75 million we are putting into DECStech 2001 is that
categorically rule out the possibility of the Carrington e will be able to provide training and development via video
Primary School being closed? conferencing to teachers and principals in isolated country
The Hon. R.l. Lucas: As Minister | cannot rule out communities through the DECStech 2001 link. The Govern-
anything. One never knows the decisions that might be takement is working to see how we can in an alternative way
by future Governments. Obviously the Deputy Leader is noprovide additional training and development for country
very confident of a Labor victory at the next election if heteachers.
wants guarantees from the Liberal Minister in relation to what Mr SCALZI: Earlier the Minister mentioned the Govern-
will happen after the next election. Should there be a Liberainent’s plan to recruit young teachers to overcome the
Government, should there be a Liberal Minister and shoulgrojected shortfall. What is the Government doing to
the Liberal Minister be me—and there are a lot of ‘shouldacknowledge the excellence of the present teaching force in
be’s’ in relation to that—I am not aware of any review thatSouth Australia? As a former teacher | understand the
currently involves the school at Carrington. Other than thatimportance of having young teachers and more experienced
| cannot say anything more. A school closure only occurdeachers and to have an efficient teaching force there must be
after there has been a review conducted at the local level, amdcombination of both. What is the Government doing to
that involves full community consultation and discussion.acknowledge the excellence in teaching so as to maintain that
Then decisions are eventually taken by the Minister of theeombination for the future? | am referring to page 128 of the
day and, to my knowledge, there is no review that involve$rogram Estimates.
Carrington. | have no plans for a review of Carrington. Asto  The Hon. R.I. Lucas: As Minister | frequently acknow-
what might happen with a different Government or Ministerledge the excellence of the teaching and learning programs
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undertaken by the teachers and staff in our Government That school will commence in term three. It is to be
schools in South Australia. The honourable member wouldbcated at the Salisbury North Primary campus. The Principal
have seen over the last week a number of statements madedfy Bowden-Brompton, Lyn Symons, who is an excellent
the Chief Executive Officer, myself and other departmentaprincipal, as the member for Spence would know, runs a very
officers supporting the ‘Public and Proud’ Governmentfine program at Bowden-Brompton and will have administra-
school promotion organised by the Australian Educatiortive oversight at this northern campus, at least in the initial
Union and supported by the Department for Education andtages. We hope it will be a significant innovation in the
Children’s Services. We will be highlighting in an on-going northern suburbs. In recent years there have been a number
way the good things that go on within our Governmentof budget initiatives, which are continuing in this budget, but
schools over the whole year. there are no further significant budget increases other than the

We indicated at the start of the year that we ought to spenfiéxible resourcing. Some school principals have used their
1997 as a year of being positive and highlighting the goo®€ction of the $18 million to un(_jertake either annexed or
things that go on in Government schools. The past week h&Pecialist programs for students in the secondary years who
been just one week in that overall year long program. We wilB'e having S|gn!f|cant behavioural problems and, in particu-
have an exciting presence at the Adelaide show. The Xsit@' they are linking some of them with some of the vocation-
was an important and informative addition to our promotion€ducation options they are providing in those secondary
campaign for Government schools in South Australia at th&chools for those students.
last Adelaide show. We will be seeing further developments  Mr VENNING: | refer to page 136 of the Program
in relation to that at this year's Adelaide show. There are &stimates, under ‘Instruction—secondary’. The member for
variety of other promotional exercises that the department arld0ss Smith said that we do not care about the rural people.
the Government will be engaging in to try to highlight the That is absolutely rubbish and is wrong. What support will

good things that go on within our Government schools. e provided for agricultural studies as a vital component of

. . curriculum in country schools?
The member may not have been here earlier this afternoof™ \» "\ [N SON: On a point of order, Sir, is it appropri-

V,\\/’I?Iﬁgt:e;gf%rrrzdngi?)ﬁ;?&?;:g;c;rgciﬁt'ngheﬁtu;trgéa tolc;gi%te for such egregious comment to be made in prefacing a
the honourable member to the answer | gave earl?eyr. for th overnment question? IS it within Standing Orders?
9 ' The CHAIRMAN: On this occasion | uphold the

benefit of his constituents who have raised these issues W'ﬁbnourable members point of order. The member for

mgégzg;e{hh{;{nv\'g p\)/z\;;ti“uc#(ljaret% rlhatb%a{égir:e gisg)c;]r;sﬁe(z) :]r:l‘ ustance was treading the fine line required in a Committee
» op Y 9 of this nature. | ask him to confine his comments to the

electronic media campaign to highlight and increase the stat estion he is asking, rather than stimulating further debate

of teachers and teaching within the community. Personall " .

I hope that other State and Territory Ministers will agree totgogattge aazploﬁglogtggte t‘?]rg(r:ﬁzg:%%? ?g:’%ggte;n\gsllj%fserﬁgt
this South Australian initiative for a national campaign asgllsrupt them P
soon as possible for two purposes: first, to raise the status . e .
teachers and teaching in the community and, secondlyjn The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | will take aspects of that question

X . notice. Clearly agricultural studies is a significant
obviously to attract more young people to look on teachin L =9
as a very real career prospect. g%:omponent of a good number of our schools, primarily in the

_ rural areas. Nuriootpa High is one example, but we also have
Mr SCALZI: | refer to page 126 of the Program Esti- significant programs at Cleve. We have a range of schools
mates. Recently there were calls for greater discipline ifyith aquaculture programs, such as Cowell and Lucindale.
SChOOIS W|" the MInISter eXp|ain the OVera” GOVernmentThere are exce"ent programs for Country Students | am
policy in relation to behaviour management of students angeminded by the Chief Executive that this Government is
how the 1997-98 budget supports behaviour managementiayolved in a multi-million dollar redevelopment of Urrbrae
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: The Government announced a Agricultural High School in the metropolitan area—a
number of initiatives in relation to behaviour managementcommitment of some $6 million from the Department of
One of the more significant, which was announced earlier thiEducation and Children’s Services. TAFE is involved in a
year and which will be funded as part of this budget, is a nev10 million redevelopment on the same site in a joint
school for students in the northern suburbs with significanexercise. There is a significant commitment from the
behavioural problems. A group of principals in the northernGovernment to services provided to rural communities.
suburbs approached me early last year with a submission that Mr CLARKE: Speaking like the member for Giles as the
said that the existing services are good—I am referring to thehampion of the rural community, | direct the Minister's
learning centres where some of these difficult students couldttention to the Marree Primary School, in particular, to the
be excluded for a term or two—but when a hard core groubsolutely appalling physical condition of that school. How
of students were returning to their mainstream schools thely could have been tolerated by this Government for so long
were still causing significant problems for the majority ofis beyond me. There are concrete pavers in the front of the
students who wanted to get on with learning in thosemain school building. If it was a metropolitan school it would
classrooms and in the school. What they believed wabe declared an occupational health and safety hazard and they
required was a more long-term facility that would allow thiswould default it. It is dangerous not only for the staff, but for
group of very difficult students to have small student-teachesmall children to run around on that cracked paved area,
ratios, lots of special additional assistance and the ability tpock-marked with great gapping holes in it—I have photo-
stay at that site or school for a longer period where theraphs if the Minister would like to see them later—
intention is that they will have their behaviour changed so Mr VENNING: Where is this?
that they can return to a mainstream school or, if that is not Mr CLARKE: Marree. | realise that there is a difficulty
the case, prepare them for the real world when they leavior some Liberal members to go north of Gepps Cross. The
school. physical condition of that school is an absolute disgrace. In
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addition, the roof of the Child and Parent Centre at the same The Hon. R.I. Lucas: As | indicated, given the member’s
school needs to be totally replaced. It lifts in the wind and thepast record, we would obviously want to check the accuracy
rain comes through because the tiles are lifting. The toilebf some of the claims that he has made. Certainly we will
cisterns do not work, and because there is a big Aborigindlave those claims checked and then see what, if anything, the
component in the school there is a constant interdepartment@overnment is able to do to assist the teachers and staff of the
fight between DOSAA and DECS as to who has the responsMarree school. Certainly if there is an interdepartmental
bility for fixing the toilets. | find it outrageous that interde- problem—although | have not been made aware of that
partmental fights occur and the toilets do not get fixed whilsproblem; it has not been raised with me before—we will do
working out the bureaucracy between the two departmentsll we can as expeditiously as possible to sort out any
The computer systems are totally outdated. Students are beimgerdepartmental problem and resolve it to the satisfaction
taught with insufficient and outdated computer systems andf the local school community. | might remind the honourable
technology. The large component of Aboriginal children, whomember—who obviously is not wanting to be reminded of
respond very well to computer technology, are being taughhe backlog and mess within Government school facilities
on computer equipment so old and outdated that it puts thethat his Government left the people of South Australia—of
behind. the Northfield Primary School and the condition in which his

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Ross Smith is now Government left the students, teachers and staff of Northfield
starting to debate the issue rather than ask a question.Primary School.
appreciate the fact that he may wish to give explanatory Mr CLARKE: One of the few good things you have
comment which the Chair is happy to permit, but he reallydone.
does need to get to the point of the question. The Hon. R.1. Lucas: | am grateful that the member says

Mr CLARKE: 1 just wanted to paint the picture for the it is one of the good things that this Government has done.
Minister, but | appreciate your ruling, Mr Chairman. The This Government looked at the state of those facilities in the
conditions of that school are an absolute disgrace. What withonourable member's electorate of Ross Smith and spent
the Minister do about it in fixing up that school? Do not give some $2 million on upgrading what was a deplorable
answers about the generalities of backlog of maintenance faituation left—
the State as a whole. What will he do for the Marree Primary Mr CLARKE: What about Marree?

School? That is what | want to know and it is what the local The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Because we spent $2 million in the
community wants to know. Can we have a straight answer oalectorate of Ross Smith, supported by the local member, one
that? of the problems when establishing priorities is that other

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | am delighted to welcome the schools have not been able to be assisted in that particular
member for Ross Smith, obviously after a good dinner. budget program. When he came to me two years ago | did not
thank him for his generous comments in relation to thenear the member for Ross Smith saying, ‘You've got to do
problems this Government has inherited. Let me assure—something; the Labor Government did nothing for 13 years

Mr CLARKE: You've had four years. Don't talk to me at Northfield. There is $2 million in upgrading that needs to
about this sort of rubbish. You've had four years to get offbe spent. You've got to do something because the Labor
your tail. What are you doing about it? Government, the Labor Premiers, Treasurers and Ministers

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Ross Smith has just would not do anything.” So we did something, and certainly
joined the committee. | am sure that other members of théhere was never a suggestion from the member for Ross
committee will be happy to relate to the member for RossSmith at that time: ‘Don’t spend $2 million on Northfield,;
Smith the fact that this has been a harmonious committegerhaps spend a couple of hundred thousand dollars on
through the day. A lot of questions have been asked, particiMarree and a little less on the Northfield Primary School.” It
larly by the Opposition, through a cooperative effort, and lis very easy for the member for Ross Smith to come in after
would be very disappointed to see that good track recordinner tonight and start jumping up and down asking what we
damaged through a new addition to the committee. If there going to do about a particular school. What we are doing
member sits back and listens, | am sure he will get ars spending—
appropriate answer from the Minister. Mr Venning interjecting:

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | thank the honourable member for ~ The Hon. R.I. Lucas: It is eminently reasonable. We are
his further assistance by way of interjection as | tried tospending over $100 million a year, which is much more than
respond to his question. The Government will obviously havehe Labor Government ever did, on trying to fix up the mess,
officers from the department investigate the situation indisrepair and appalling facilities that the Labor Government
relation to Marree to see whether the situation as portrayel@ft for many of our teachers, staff and students in Govern-
by the honourable member is in fact an accurate portrayal ahent schools in the city and in the country. If the member for
the circumstances at the school. | am sure the honourabRoss Smith wants to talk about Marree, | could talk about a
member will at least freely acknowledge that we would notdozen other schools in the city and the country with equally
automatically assume that everything he says is correct, ndeplorable physical facilities, which | can list for the member
that | dispute his description of the circumstances at Marredor Ross Smith, which need upgrading and which cannot be
but his past record would indicate that we ought to baupgraded at the moment because we cannot do everything
cautious about accepting everything the honourable membewernight.
says as being correct. Mr CLARKE: After that political speech, | take it that

Mr Clarke interjecting: the Minister will get back to me and provide an answer on

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Ross Smith is well Marree. A further question deals with the school bus for the
aware from his past experiences that interjections are out dfyndhurst area. This bus is not airconditioned. It may seem
order. | ask the honourable member to sit back and listen ta minor matter in terms of people resident in metropolitan
the answer. If he wishes the opportunity to ask furtherAdelaide, but | can assure members that in Lyndhurst itis a
questions, that opportunity will certainly be provided. major issue given the extreme temperatures experienced
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during the summer months. Is the Minister aware of that The Hon. R.I. Lucas: We will ask departmental officers
situation? If so, what will he do about it? If not, will he to look at what is provided. The Chief Executive tells me
undertake for the department to investigate the airthere is some paving round the Marla school because he
conditioning of that particular bus? recently visited and played basketball with students on the

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | am very pleased to indicate to the paved area. As to what additional paving might be requested

honourable member that we are using exactly the same schq® the school, we will need to take advice and | shall be
bus transport policy that his Government instituted.'@PPY t0 provide a more detailed response later.
Airconditioning is not provided as a standard, even in the ho Mr CLARKE: A police officer at Woomera has been to
areas of South Australia. That was a policy his Governmerﬁqe United States at the request of the significant American
supported. That policy is being continued by this GovernService population and their chlldren to be trained in the
ment. So, Lyndhurst is not being treated in any way that (QARE program—Dare to Say No in terms of drugs and
different from other school communities in the hot areas oft!Cohol—where police officers go into schools in the US and
South Australia. A review is currently being conducted by al@/k to students about drugs, drug abuse and so on and they
departmental officer to determine whether or not it would be>2Ught to do this in Woomera. They do it at schools as a
sensible, when buses are being replaced, to replace them wigsult of requests by American servicemen and parents as US
airconditioned buses. Retro-fitting of airconditioning units@0vernment policy. However, there have been problems with

would be a prohibitive cost for the department and it is jusf€SPect to the Education Department to extend the scheme.
not an expense that we can currently afford. | am not aware whether formal representations have been

. o . . made to the department by the Police Department but | know
However, with new buses_lt is anissue that we are havmgqe Woomera police officer concerned, whom | spoke to, has
a look at. Certainly, a review conducted by the Laborconcerns and believes it has been a successful program in the
Government back in the late 80s on the airconditioning ofyg and is worthy of greater consideration in South Australia.
some buses in the north indicated that airconditioning was NQfyhat is the department’s view?
used on the morning run. Given the cold temperatures The Hon, R.I. Lucas: The member will be aware that the
overnight, _the use_of airconditioning run meant that peoP'%Iepartment gets many suggestions in relation to drug
were freezing and it had to be turned off. The only run whergyqgycation programs by community groups and from other
the airconditioning was being used was in the afternoon byt oy ernment agencies as well. Certainly, | am happy to get
they found that, with the constant stopping and doors opening, me detailed advice on this DARE program but, as fo many
and closing, only those people at the end of the long run wergs ihe other drug education programs, some of the concermns
gaining the advantage of airconditioning. Because the bus hagd s essed by departmental officers are, first, that they need
been standing in the heat for the whole day, as with caf, he part of an ongoing linkage with our curriculum state-
alrcon(_jltlomng it tak_es a while for the a_lrcondltlonlng 0 ments and profiles. They express a concern that, if someone
crank itself up and, if you keep on opening the doors arl‘:?gt comes in for a one-off program and disappears and it is
stopping, in those circumstances it is not as effective as SNyt jinked to the ongoing drug education program of the
local communities believed it would be. | am not ruling gchog, it is not an effective way of teaching and persuading
anything in or out: | am just indicating the results of the people in terms of the importance of not taking up drugs or
review that the department under the Labor Governmeni, offective drug education program.

conducted. We will have another look at that but it is & The gne-off programs they are concerned about to some
dlfflcul_t issue. Ifitis a huge additional cost, is the benefit forextent, because people come in, put their program and
potentially the last half of the afternoon bus run for someyisanpear, and there is nothing to follow it up and support t.
students sufficient to justify airconditioning? Perhaps th§p, rejation to some of the other drug education programs, that
department will look at some long runs in very hot areasyas heen one of the concerns expressed. The second concern
Whether the Lyndhurst run qualifies under such broadienerally expressed about some drug education programs is
parameters | will have departmental officers examine to Seg,at sometimes inadvertently they might arouse the interest
yvhat if anything can be done. Certainly, nothing can be dong¢ young people in particular drugs and, therefore, have
in the short term. potentially a reverse effect to the one intended. We would be
Mr CLARKE: |desire to ask a supplementary question.interested in getting information. If it has been in America,
With regard to shade, Marla Primary School is comparativelyt would have been there for some time and there would have
new but has real problems with dust and quagmire. There iseen evaluations of the program to see whether it has been
no paving area around that area school. In summer the fireffective.
red dust just blows into the school and, since your Govern- One thing with drug education and literacy programs is
ment'’s decision to cut back on cleaning hours in respect dhat the individual proponents and advocates are always
that school by half an hour a day, it is impossible for thel00 per cent convinced that they are the most effective
cleaning to be adequate in the time available. Cleaning wasrograms and, indeed, they might be, but not all of them can
cut from 2% to two hours. Occasionally it rains in winter atbe right and we have to try to sift our way through all the
Marla and the red sand just turns into an absolute bog and thvarious suggestions and work out, based on evaluations,
school has a huge problem on those few occasions with thehich have been the most effective. We are happy to explore
bog-like material coming straight through the school. Staffthat issue. | understand the Chief Executive has had some
students and parents walk through it. In addition, there is discussions with the previous Police Commissioner on this
need for additional shade areas within the school because, iasue because, at more senior levels at the Police Department,
the Principal put it to me, for six months of the year thethey are interested in pursuing this program in schools as
temperature is some 40° plus and then there are extreme daysll. We will continue evaluations of the program.
of hot temperature. You can understand how hot it gets for Mr VENNING: | refer to the DECS Facilities program
half a year and there is insufficient shade for staff andat page 142 of the Program Estimates. The Minister will be
students. aware of a long-term problem at Kapunda Primary School
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where his department acted last year and brought in a Demachools are currently availing themselves of that opportunity
style relocatable building which was much appreciated and this is a priority for his local school communities. | will be
resolved a crisis situation. However, the long-term probleninterested to receive correspondence from the honourable
remains. The heritage listed building is dark, dank and verynember as to how many are taking up that option.
unpleasant and is supported by a row of temporary class- We are also supporting about 70 chaplains who operate in
rooms that look like a row of chook houses. This is veryschools, although they are not involved in direct religious
much a heritage town where we must be careful what we danstruction. The Government is a strong supporter of the
Has any planning been done in relation to the school? It is mghaplaincy program within, generally, the secondary school
highest priority to get this matter resolved. | know that somesector at the moment, although a pilot program is now
of your officers have looked at it. Has anything been plannedccurring in primary schools. As Minister, | have indicated
for the upgrade of Kapunda Primary? that we will be supporting, by way of some administration
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | am not in a position tonight to and coordination assistance, the chaplaincy program within
give any commitment in relation to upgrades for Kapundasovernment schools. If the evaluation of the primary school
Primary School. | am advised that we will look at somechaplaincy is successful, as Minister | will be supporting a
aspects of what the honourable member is referring to unddurther extension from church communities of the chaplaincy
our maintenance and minor works programs, but | canngbtrogram into primary schools.
give any commitment in relation to that. | do not see much One of the reasons for the decline in religious instruction
prospect of complete or major redevelopment of Kapundan schools was not just decisions taken by Governments of
Primary School, if that is what the honourable member ighe day: it was the fact that many religious communities were
referring to. | understand that this year, for example, almostunning out of clergy, priests or representatives to conduct all
$30 000 in back to school grant funding was given tothese regular weekly instructions within schools. | can say
Kapunda Primary School, and that is probably a fair indicafrom my own brand of Christianity, the Roman Catholic
tion that there is a reasonable degree of maintenance ameligion, that the lack of priests and religious people meant
minor works required. that in many communities there were not people available on
We will certainly look at the situation for the honourable a weekly basis to conduct a religious instruction program,
member to see what might be done. | am also told that undgrarticularly when you might have a range of students who are
the ‘Exterior Repair and Paint Program’ $13 500 wasproving difficult and not interested in religious instruction.
provided to Kapunda Primary School. So, with back to school There are a number of reasons why religious instruction
grants and the external paint and repair program there {grograms were removed from Government schools many
almost $50 000 funding that the honourable member hagears ago. As Minister | indicated earlier this year—and |
obviously won for the Kapunda Primary School. He ought taknow the honourable member was supportive of the general
be advising the school and the local community of the hardtatement | made as Minister—that we were going to try to
work he has undertaken on behalf of Kapunda Primarynake explicit the teaching of values within our Government
School. schools not only in the area of society and environment but
Mr VENNING: | refer to page 126 of the Program also in a number of other curriculum areas. | had a discussion
Estimates and the provision of primary and secondaryith the Chief Executive today about the imminent appoint-
instruction. What ongoing provisions will be made in thement of a project officer to oversight the production of quality
1997-98 budget for religious education seminars to occur iteaching materials in the area of the teaching of values within
schools? | represent the Barossa Valley, and there is a stro@pvernment schools, and | would hope that that person will
push to private schools because they do provide this extso have an appropriate reference group—again, something
curricula education. | discussed with the Chief Executive—to provide appropriate
The Hon. R.1. Lucas: Through the teaching and learning oversight for the establishment of that program within the
area of society and environment, we provide education abo@overnment schools.
the various religions as part of that core of teaching within  The department is also in the final stages of completing
primary schools, in particular, in the member’s electorate. Wéts charter document which will guide Government school
do not have, as the member will know, regular religiouseducation through to the next century, and | can assure the
instruction. honourable member that one of the important foci of the
Mr VENNING: More the shame. charter document will be the issue of values and values
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: That might be the member’s view education within Government schools in South Australia.
and | can understand that. Under the Education Act we do Mr VENNING: | thank the Minister for his answer to the
allow for religious instruction on one or two afternoons aquestion, particularly in relation to teaching values in our
term. schools, and | will certainly be pursuing it further. Referring
Mr ATKINSON: A term! now to page 126 on the same line, what provisions are made
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Your Government removed it, so inthe 1997-98 budget to support the high standards of music
do not jump up and down about it. Seminars or religiougeaching in State schools? | refer, in particular, to the
instruction by local chaplains, | think, are allowed once orprograms of which | am aware at Nuriootpa and Kapunda
twice a term. High Schools.
Mr Venning interjecting: The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | need to take advice in relation to
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: That is a decision for the local the programs at Nuriootpa and Kapunda High Schools.
communities to take. The member should have a discussid@ertainly, there is no change—
with the school council chairs and the principals at his local Mr Atkinson interjecting:
schools. They have that capacity to offer, at least, one ortwo The Hon. R.l. Lucas: Certainly, we have the Senior
seminars of religious instruction through the local chaplainsSecondary Assessment Board panting at the bit to answer
and churches during each term. | would be interested tquestions. Officers have been waiting all day for you to ask
know, after those discussions, how many of the member’guestions of the Senior Secondary Assessment Board and we
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do not want to deny them the opportunity to be questioned by Mr ATKINSON: | have a supplementary question. When
you and, | am sure, your colleagues. will we get some of these answers to questions on notice?
There is no change to the overall instrumental program iftoughly half the questions today have been taken on notice.
this budget. As the honourable member will know, in theWhen will we get the answers? What is the timetable?
1994-95 budget there were reductions in the instrumental The Hon. R.I. Lucas: That is a nonsense response from
music program in terms of trying to correct the significantthe member for Spence. He has not been here for good parts
budget problems that the Government inherited from th@f the day. The vast majority of questions have been an-
previous Labor Government. A review is currently beingswered by me, as Minister. In terms of his question as to
conducted of instrumental music across the whole State anghen he will get a response, he will get a response in
we are only part-way through that process. Itis not a reviewaccordance with the Standing Orders of this particular
it is the development of a strategic plan for instrumentaEstimates Committee—and no sooner than that.
music in South Australia. We are looking at whatwe cando Mr ATKINSON: | seek leave to make a personal
with the existing resources that are available to the deparexplanation.
ment to develop a strategic plan. | am sure it will build onthe  The CHAIRMAN: Before the member for Spence does
fine programs that exist in the Nuriootpa and Kapunda Higfihat, he may recall that in the opening statement of the

Schools. proceedings of the Committee the Minister was advised that
Mr VENNING: Has the Minister heard the Nuriootpa @nSWers to guestions are required to be with the Clerk by no
High School Band play? It is a credit to the system. later than 4 July.

Mr ATKINSON: What is the consequence if they are not
ere?
The CHAIRMAN: The member for Spence.
Mr ATKINSON: | seek leave to make a personal
explanation.
Leave granted.
Mr ATKINSON: First of all, the Minister said that | have
not been here for most of the day. The fact is that | have been

Mr ATKINSON: | refer to the Minister’s line, with which  ©n this Committee since the opening this moming—and |

| am sure he is familiar. Last year at page 130 of the Prograrﬂ?pe _th.at is recordeq. In response to an earlier allegation by
Estimates, the estimate for the Minister's office for thet® Minister conceming an Education Department employee
1996-97 financial year was shown as $840 000. In this year'@h0 is obviously away on illness, his name was read into the

book at page 130 the same estimate has been revised fgnsardrecord by the Minister, not by me, because as the
j\)_/llnlster well knows, if interjections are not responded to,

$1.017 million. At the same time, there has been a corre h ford hev d i i
ponding fall in the estimate for executive and administrative’€cause they are out of order, they do not go orrzuesar

support. For how long has it been the Government's practicgc0rd- So, I want it to be known that that man’s name was
retrospectively to change last year's estimates after they hat c;]n the record by the Mlnr;ster S puttlr}g it thereon. h
been presented to Parliament and this Committee? Why was | '€ CHAIRMAN: Does the member for Spence wish to

the funding for the Minister’s office increased by $177 00072k & further question”? . .
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | ask the honourable member to Mr ATKINSON: Yes, | do. Staying with that same

indicate to which document he is referring. On page 130 th‘ientriguing line—I suppose this is a supplementary question

Minister and Minister's office, the budget estimate for and the Minister will take this on notice—why was funding

i o ! . . for the Minister’s office increased by $177 000?
é?QOB()-???rnillﬁoﬁl.Ol? million and the revised estimate is The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | am not aware that funding for the

Minister’s office h i 170 000. Iti
Mr ATKINSON: The estimate last year was $840 000, MiSters office has been increased by $170 000. Itis news

. - to me. But the member has raised an issue in relation to the
We say that the estimate should be $840 000. The reV|S|9Program Estimate figures listed and, as | indicated in

might be $1.003 million, but how was the estimate revisedeqponse to the previous question, we will take up the issue.
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: If one looks at the estimate from |n, relation to the honourable member’s comments about an
last year, one sees that the total for inter-agency suppogfficer of the department, the member for Spence knows full
services, within which the Minister and Minister’s office and \ye|| that he made the unfortunate comments about that
the executive professional lines are incorporated, is exactiyarticular officer, and it does him no credit at all to try to
the same, that is, $54 448 000, of which the vast bulkyriggle out of the unfortunate reference which he, quite

obviously is executive professional support, and theyratuitously, made by way of interjection to a comment that
Minister's office is $1.017 million on the estimate in this | \as making.

year's document. The honourable member has queried why \r ATKINSON: You put it onHansardthough.

last year it referred to $840 000— The CHAIRMAN: The member for Spence knows full
Mr ATKINSON: No, what did it refer to? well that interjections are out of order. Does the honourable
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Why did it refer to $840 000 in last member have a third question?

year's document, whereas this year it is referring to the Mr ATKINSON: Yes. Could the Minister provide a list

estimate? The overall figure has not changed, but the compof grants made by the Minister from his miscellaneous line

nent parts have. We do not have an explanation for that. Wa 1996-97 to community organisations?

will have to take that on notice and provide an explanationto The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | am happy to, but | am sure now

the Committee members and to the Chair. If we can findhat | have taken that on notice and | do not have each

anything before the end of the evening we certainly will doindividual grant in line we will have more mock outrage and

s0; otherwise, we will provide a response to the honourabladignation from the honourable member because we have

member as soon as we can. not been able to provide it.

The Hon. R.l. Lucas: Yes, | have seen and heard the h
Nuriootpa High School Band and can attest to the quality of
their performance.

Membership:

The Hon. Frank Blevins substituted for Mr Clarke.
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Membership: and 7 students who suffer significant learning difficulties and
Ms Hurley substituted for Mr Atkinson. who require additional assistance. | hope that advice in
relation to the detail of that program will be provided to
Ms HURLEY: | refer to page 127 of the Program schools in the early part of term 3.

Estimates. Does the Government accept the criticism by | acknowledge that we have not been able to resolve all the
SPELD that there is a shortage of specifically trained teachelsyoplems in respect of students with learning difficulties, as
to fulfil the learning needs of children with specific learning ha3s been highlighted by the spokesperson for SPELD but, as
difficulties, that there is a lack of remedial programs to assist haye said, if those comments have not been made within the
dyslexic students, that the $2 million allocated to assisontext of acknowledging the significant improvements that
students who have a wide range of learning difficulties ishjs Government has instituted for students with severe
insufficient to include assistance for students with specifiqe(—iming difficulties, | express my disappointment.

learning difficulties, and that the cornerstone program to Mr BRINDAL: Will the Minister comment on the

aSS'Stt n |d|er:ct|fy|ng cthlldren Wih Igamlngzodlﬁlcumes problem that seems to be inherent in children with disabilities
operates only forreceplion, year - and year 2« that it is often very difficult to identify the specific nature of

_The Hon. R.l. Lucas: Bef(_)re | reply to that que_stion, a learning difficulty. Whilst | do not in any way denigrate
prior to the break, I indicated in response to a question frong

| was unaware of such an increase. During the break we haye rents to try to explain the difficulties their children have in
been able to track down the reason for that supposed increagg, ing by ascribing to those children a particular condition.
Treasury has directed that the special act payments for thg st they might have learning difficulties, this condition
Minister's salary, allowances and expenses should no longefiant not necessarily be the cause. Is that just my perception,
be paid for out of a separate line (‘Executive, professionaly s it 5 real problem, and how can a system address the

technical, administrative and clerical support’) but now be 5 ving and multiple needs of 120 000 students at any one
I!sted as being paid out of the Minister and Minister's o.ff'cetime whilst making sure that they all get the right name, get
line. So, there has been no increase of $177 000 in thﬁutinto the right box, and get exactly the sort of attention that

Minister's office expenditure. It was a direction from eyern narentin an ideal world would hope to have for their
Treasury to incorporate the Minister’s salary, allowances andiigren?

expenses into this particular budget line. The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | understand the question that the

The CHAIRMAN: Will the Minister clarify for the ponourable member has put and | think that the claimed
Committee that that figure of $177 000 to which the membe ncidence of ADD or ADHD is a further example of this. |

for Spence referred is totally covered through the ministeriaﬁhink as was interjected by another member, one of the

allowances, salary and expenditure? .
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Yes, it is, Mr Chairman. | under- problems that the departmentfand we are a very b_|g
stand that it is referred to on page 131 of the ProgranjcPartment—and parents have in terms of trying to assist
Estimates—'Special acts payments’. | am not familiar withthe'tglcmldf.IS i ﬁ farfnll)ll Cahf |ﬁentr|]fy ar)g pu.tf.a(ljagel onglhe
- -_problem, first, they feel as if they have identified the problem
the statement from SPELD to which the member for NaplePndl secondly, they can set about trying to gather assistance

referred, but | will respond to those quoted comments. ; 2 o ;
would be interested to know which person from SPELD mad or thellearnlng dlffICU.|ty or disability. 1 think t_h.at there
céearly is a natural desire from parents and families to want

those statements. | hope they have been made within trfo see a label or a reason for the problem their child is havin
context of SPELD’s acknowledging the significant additional b 9

resources provided by this Government for assistance f({ﬁ;g?;\’r\%ouﬁ]a;%rz |I Zg\r/]ealgg'foa:ﬁg'rled? qﬁgl:]rlﬁgtwhether
students with disabilities and severe learning difficulties. If i Py '

they have not been provided within that context, | am_ Mr VENNING: | refer to page 126 of the Program
disappointed, because this Government has initiated a largestimates and the aquaculture course at the Cowell Area
number of important reforms and a significant amount of2¢h00l- The Minister would be aware of the success of this
additional resources has been poured into this important areg0Urse as he did allude to it earlier, but he may not be aware
Ann Bayetto who has done a lot of work with SPELD in of the trouble the sqhool is having in getting a suitable
terms of some of its training programs has been appointed ilﬁqturer. The .Iecturer.|t had was gxtraordmary but he has left
charge of the learning difficulties support team. That support© increase his experience at a higher level. Does the depart-
team has been expanded in this budget to provide additiond1ent have another lecturer to take that_person s place? If not,
help for teachers and staffin primary and secondary years W can we attract a suitably qualified person to that

assist students with learning difficulties. There have been gosition? Are there any plans to provide a similar C(?)UFSG at
variety of other initiatives which | indicated earlier in Other schools, for example, Port Lincoln or Ceduna®

response to other questions. The Hon. R.1. Lucas: We do not think we have been able

I also indicate that today | announced outside the Estit0 attract a person yet to fill that position who has the
mates Committee funding for a new program of vacatioreduivalent skills to the person who left the position. It is not
literacy camps. We will conduct some pilot programs inPossible during the Estimates Committees to have the details
October this year. In an intensive one week program, studengd every individual teaching appointment in the State. We are
will be able to catch up on reading, writing and spellinghappy to take the question on notice and leave ourselves
skills. | hope that a coordinator for that program will be subject to the criticism of the member for Spence and others
appointed during the next week to manage the pilot programi&at we have been unable to provide you with a more
in the October holiday period. Hopefully, having learnt from definitive reply.
the experience of those pilot programs we will then imple- Mr VENNING: | asked the Minister whether a similar
ment the program for 1998 and beyond. It will target year écourse would be available.
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The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | am not sure about Ceduna but | Education Department responsible for schools in the Pitjant-
know that a number of schools such as Lucindale and Urrbrgatjara lands, Mr Jeff Iversen, has four professional staff,
are providing quality aquaculture programs for their studentsncluding a highly-paid consultant, by the name of Ms
| visited the new facilities at Urrbrae only last week and it hasPriscilla Aird-Thomas, and one clerical officer in Adelaide,
some state of the art facilities that have been developed iplus a principal and several other staff based at Ernabella—alll
conjunction with, | think, the Flinders University, SARDI and to support nine schools—while most other superintendents
a variety of other agencies in terms of the operation of ithave one professional officer and access to a typing pool to
aguaculture program. support nearly 30 schools. Why does the section of the

Mr VENNING: s that the same curricula or is it diverse? Education Department responsible for schools in the Pitjant-

The Hon. R.l. Lucas: | am not aware of the individual jatjara lands need so many staff?
curriculum details of Cowell's aquaculture course. | would The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Part of the reason for that is the
need to take advice on the curriculum course that Cowell iextraordinarily difficult and complex nature of education in
offering and the ones that Urrbrae and Lucindale are offeringhe Anangu lands. Itis unfair to be comparing the task of the
to see whether they are broadly similar. | would guess thabuperintendent of Aboriginal Education with the tasks of
they are broadly similar, but we need to take advice on thatther superintendents managing perhaps 20 or 30 schools,
and provide you with answers. admittedly throughout other parts of South Australia. There

Mr SCALZI: | refer to page 126 of the Program Esti- is no doubting that the task ahead of this Government, as has
mates, relating to the provision of general primary andoeen ahead of every other Government in past times, in terms
secondary education in schools. In recent years there has beaftrying to lift literacy and numeracy skills and providing a
a greater focus on schools being the most appropriate site fquality education to students in the Anangu lands is, first, a
making important management and educational decisions. hrery difficult one and, secondly, a very important one. | will
relation to the 1997-98 budget, what support is there to assisertainly have aspects of the honourable member’s question
and enhance local management of schools? considered, but he ought to bear in mind the particularly

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: As | indicated in response to an complex nature of the task before that particular superintend-
earlier question today, the Government's position orent. | am advised by the Chief Executive that it is not only a
devolution or local school management is that we wouldnore complex task but also a much broader job in terms of
prefer to make changes incrementally rather than dumpingjab description than is the case for other superintendents.
whole load of additional responsibilities on schools and Ms HURLEY: Could the Minister advise who are the
saying, ‘You will now manage all these responsibilities.” Westaff personnel here today and their salary levels?
are in the process of reinstituting a working party or commit-  The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | am happy to take down the names
tee within the department to provide the devolution ofof the staff persons here today and provide an indication of
responsibility or local school management of extra responsihe salary levels of those involved. Some of the officers are
bilities within schools. here to deal with the budget lines for the Senior Secondary

| am also advised that under the enterprise agreeme#ssessment Board and they have been waiting patiently for
provision exists for some pilot programs within schools inalmost two hours for some questions from the Opposition. It
this area and we would hope this year and next year to loowould appear there is not much interest from the Opposition
at further programs in relation to local school managemenin questions that relate to the Senior Secondary Assessment
Certainly there have been a number of trials in relation to th&oard. The other officers are those who have been here all
utilities; for example, the management of energy savings atay responding to school education questions, and they are
the local level and a trial which is currently being conductedwaiting for the members of the Committee to move onto the
at the Eastern Fleurieu School, which will provide us withSSABSA lines so that they can go home.
information on how a school will be able to manage a budget Mr BRINDAL: On a point of order, Mr Chairman, we are
where it is given control over utilities and a variety of other examining estimates, expenditures and receipts, and that is
responsibilities and will monitor the success of that pilot. what we have been doing all day. The question just asked is

Mr De LAINE: | refer to the Support Services program entirely without precedent and | do not consider that it is
at page 145 of the Program Estimates. The Select Committeelevant to the line of questioning that is enabled by the
of the Legislative Council on the outsourcing of information Parliament to be pursued by this committee. | would ask you
technology has been told that, as a result of the Governments rule that the last question is not in order and should not be
contract with EDS, all agencies are now being charged answered. | think it is insulting to those people.
recurrent sum for information technology, which is greater The CHAIRMAN: Whilst | would very much like to
than their previous costs, as depreciation and cost of finaneghold the point of order of the member for Unley, because
are now included in the charges. The select committee wdsppreciate and concur with the spiritin which it is intended,
also told that the Treasury would be compensating agencigé®elieve the Minister has countered the question adequately.
for this increase by an adjustment to their budgets. What i$here is also ample opportunity for the committee to be
the compensatory amount provided to the Department fantroduced to officers, and every time officers have come into
Education and Children’s Services and under what budgeéhe Committee behind the Minister to participate they have
line is it included? been introduced to the Committee and their names are

The Hon. R.I. Lucas: Some aspects of that question wererecorded into the proceedings. | know that during my time as
referred to in an earlier question today, but in relation to theMinister it was not uncommon for staff of their own volition
additional payment from Treasury, | am advised that into come in to watch the proceedings. It could well be that that
1996-97 an additional payment of about $870 000 was madeas happened today. Many officers actually like to come in
to the Department for Education and Children’s Services. and watch the proceedings of the Committee in their own

Mr De LAINE: My next two questions relate to page 136 time without additional payment. If they have done that,
of the Program Estimates and the Services for Aboriginatather than be singled out and have their salaries highlighted
children program. The superintendent of the section of théor the public to see, they should actually be commended for



17 June 1997 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B 47

that action. | will leave it to the appropriate discretion of theto the Chief Executive Officer and only make comment if
Minister to answer that question in the way he deemshere is something that | might be able to add. As Minister |
appropriate. He has taken part of it on notice and | think weawish to thank the Chief Executive Officer of SSABSA and
will leave it there. | appreciate the spirit in which the point her officers for making themselves available and also
of order has been raised by the member for Unley. | cannatongratulate her and her staff for what has been a fine job of
uphold it on this occasion, but | agree with the sentimentvork done in the past two years, in particular, managing the
behind it. year 12 results release process.

Ms HURLEY: The Minister raised the issue of SSABSA  Ms HURLEY: Lastyear, Dr Keightley told the Commit-
guestions. | would like to get on to them and | wondertee that SSABSA had a research project into SACE comple-
whether we can put some of these other questions on noticéon rates that linked with retention rates. Since then the rate

The CHAIRMAN: We will now proceed to Government has fallen to 68 per cent. What results have been produced by
members for their round of questions. There being no furtheBSABSA research and has any connection been identified
guestions, | am happy to comply with the request by théetween the declining participation rate to year 12 and the

member for Napier. introduction of SACE?
Ms HURLEY: These remaining questions can go on The CHAIRMAN: To which section of the budget papers
notice and we will move onto the SSABSA area. is the member referring?

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Napier may like to Ms HURLEY: | do not have a reference, Sir. If the
take into account the fact that it is now 9.45 p.m. and it willMinister has difficulty relating the question—
cut into the member's time to ask further questions. There are The Hon. R.I. Lucas: It is not up to me but to you.
other avenues to place questions on notice, but it is at the Ms HURLEY: You asked for SSABSA questions and
discretion of the member. | am prepared to accept them ofOW you are not going to answer them.
notice now, but there are other avenues to put questions on The CHAIRMAN: | advised the member earlier that it
notice to the Minister. is the practice for members to refer to a specific budget
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | seek your guidance, Mr Chair- document. After all, that is what we are examining today. If

man. What are the guidelines of the committee in relation téhe member wants to ask a question, she needs to refer to the
questions on notice? Is it purely at the discretion of thedppropriate program and the appropriate reference.
individual member or does the Minister have a role as to  Ms HURLEY: | refer to page 134 of the Program
whether or not he is prepared to accept the questions drstimates. )
notice? We have been here all day; we have had officers from The Hon. R.I. Lucas: | ask Dr Keightley to respond.
SSABSA waiting for two hours to answer questions; and we Dr Keightley: As part of the SACE improvement strategy
now have veiled criticism by the member for Napier becauséstablished by the SSABSA Board as part of its commitment
we have officers in the gallery waiting for questioning andt0 continuous assessment, we indicated that we were about
she seeks to know how many officers are here and what thelp commence a major research program, the SACE comple-
salaries are. The clear inference is that in some way a lardn project. | am pleased to say that we have taken up the
number of officers are here. It is purely because of théroject, which has turned out to be a very significant and a
position taken by the member for Napier and her colleagueghuch more time consuming one than we expected.
because they have not moved on to questioning_ So | would | think at the last Estimates Committee hearlng | indicated
seek your guidance, Mr Chairman, as to whether it is an issu&at we were going to identify students who were on the
at the discretion of the member or whether it is an issue iFSABSA database at the beginning of stage one and who
which the Minister appearing before the committee has som@ere not on our database in December 1996 as having
say. Certainly, there are plenty of other opportunities that theompleted the SACE. As a result of this, we identified 2 847
member for Napier has had and will continue to have to placétudents in that category. We then attempted to locate them
questions on the Notice Paper. via their schools. As you will be aware, this is a very mobile
The CHAIRMAN: | remind the member for Napier that Population, so locating them was a significant difficulty.
in my Opening remarks | advised members that questions OHOWEVGI’, 2 847 queStlonnall‘eS were sent out. Of those, 391
notice could also be tabled on the first day of the sitting of théftudents responded and 251 surveys were returned ‘not

Parliament. known at this address’, which is an indication of how mobile
Ms HURLEY: In view of the time and our desire to get the populationis. _ ) )
on to SSABSA questions, | will deal with them now. However, we decided to continue with the project because

this information was of significant value to us. We then
approached 125 SACE coordinators and school counsellors
Additional Departmental Advisers: to ask them about reasons why they thought students might
be leaving school. In addition to that, we have analysed our
Dr J. Keightley, Chief Executive Officer, Senior Secon-database to get a profile of that student group who are
dary Assessment Board of South Australia. missing. We asked in our questionnaires whether anyone
Mr M. Coleman, Manager, Assessment Operations. would be interested in giving us more information by
Mr A. Mercurio, Manager, Curriculum Development.  interview, as a result of which 88 students indicated they
Mr G. Benger, Manager, Information Services. would be pleased to talk to a SSABSA officer to give more
Mr D. Whitmore, Manager, Business Services. information.
However, when we materialised and asked them whether
The Hon. R.I. Lucas: As | have indicated in previous they would be happy to talk to us, | am afraid the 88 dimin-
years, the Senior Secondary Assessment Board of Souithed to 24. We did interview personally 24 students for an
Australia is a completely independent authority, not subjecéxtended period in a structured interview to gather first-hand
to ministerial control or direction. Whilst through form the information as to the factors affecting their leaving school
questions are directed to me, | will refer questions in generddetween starting at stage one and not finishing at stage two.
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That has been very time consuming because we have been Dr Keightley: Could I clarify that? Does the honourable
committed to try to ensure that we find students right acrossmember mean the curriculum assessment policy develop-
the diversity of metropolitan and country areas, payingment?
attention to socioeconomic status, paying attention to location Ms HURLEY: There was a project, as | understood it, for
within both areas, and also paying attention to non-Englislcurriculum assessment. | guess it was policy development.
speaking background and Aboriginal origin people. We had Dr Keightley: | am just trying to clarify that. If you are
to chase fairly hard to fill some of that profile. happy, | will talk about that policy development.

Ms HURLEY: The policy development, yes.

Dr Keightley: SSABSA has been working within the
rameters of a curriculum and assessment policy which was
eveloped in 1984 and amended slightly in 1987. That has

As a result of that, we are still in the middle of analysing
a large set of data, so at this stage we are unable to give a
projected report. However, | can say that | believe that b)?)é1

September of this year we should have a significant relDoaeen our policy basis. As a result of that, about 12 or 14

W'tg somg _strongr:nformanon that W"c!l tell tl)’S. reas_or?s for months ago we resolved that we would look at developing a
students being with us in stage one and not being with us tWRew policy framework within which curriculum development
years later in stage two. would go into the next century. We were also aware of the

| would also like to inform the Committee that, becausefact that some of our policy development procedures were not
this has been such a significant piece of research, we haas coordinated as they might have been and perhaps not as
discovered in our literature search that nobody else that wexplicit as they might have been to the outside world—
can find anywhere else in the world has tried to pursue thiglthough those who worked inside SSABSA were pretty clear
kind of student to find out this kind of information. As a about the process that needed to go. As a result of that, we
result of that, in the past four days we have reached ahave embarked a two-stage process. The first part of the
agreement with Professor Roger Murphy from the Universityprocess was to review the curriculum assessment policy. The
of Nottingham to act as an independent referee-commentatgsecond part is to develop what we are calling a curriculum
on our research methodology so that, in fact, the board, whexssessment procedures manual. The board has just approved
it gets the report, will have not only an in-house researcfihe curriculum assessment policy framework and we are in
project but also an internationally highly regarded person whéhe stages of drafting the various sections of the procedures
has done a lot of research into 16 to 19-year-olds to give eanual.
comment on it, too. | believe that will give the board the level ~ The policy was developed after wide consultation with the
of confidence that they can make policy decisions based osidest community. One must be aware of the fact that
that information. That is where we are at with the project. ISSABSA has a very broad base of representation on the
believe it will be a very significant project and will provide SSABSA board, to the extent that the major stakeholders in
a lot of advice for us for policy making. the education community are represented on the board. As a

. . result of that, the board was very active in ensuring that their

. One of the issues, of course, is that the work O,f SSABS'Atonstituency had an opportunity to comment on a draft that
is only ever as successful as the partnership betweefas oyt for consultation. We have now developed a policy
SSABSA and its schooling sector partners. As a result of thak s mework that has been passed by the board and will now
we could not do this without the terrific cooperation of 0ur g5 s into stage two, which is the procedures manual. | am
schooling sector partners. Might | add it is QII three 3Ch°°|'n91appy to make a final copy of the policy available to you.
sectors that have worked really closely with us. Clearly, we ~rhe cHAIRMAN: That brings to an end the time that the
are finding that the issues are extraordinarily complex and,mittee has available for questioning of the Minister on
very interrelated. As a result of that, a single, easy analySigyese Jines. | remind members that any questions they have
has not been possible. We are having to go much deeper inf; had the opportunity to ask may be placed on the next

the data. day’s House of Assembly Notice Paper. At this stage of the

The other issue, | believe, is that the first project, while itProceedings, | declare the examination of the votes completed
is very significant and will make quite a contribution to theand | thank the members for the way in which they have
research literature, will only end up posing more newconducted themselves through the day’s proceedings in
questions, but very focused questions, than those to whickswering questions in a mainly orderly and expeditious way.
perhaps it gives answers. It was really important to do dthank the Minister for his attendance and time here and his
baseline study, because we have been plagued with anecddficers and the officers of the Parliament for their work and
information, and we all know that samples of one tend not t@ssistance throughout the day.
be a very good basis on which to make policy decisions.

ADJOURNMENT

Ms HURLEY: What results have come from the curricu-
lum assessment project undertaken by SSABSA and are any At 10 p.m. the Committee adjourned until Wednesday 18
changes to curriculum proposed as a result? June at 11 a.m.



