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The creation of the new department enhances the Govern-
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ment’s ability to develop an integrated, efficient transport
network that will meet the State’s economic and social

Wednesday 17 June 1998 development objectives. The departmental structure also
provides a unique opportunity to extend the State’s cultural
and artistic strengths to our physical environment and the

ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B structure will enable women to make a more positive

Chairman: C?P;[ribution to planning decisions that influence our quality
of life.

The Hon. G.M. Gunn The total operating revenue for the department in 1998-99

Members: is estimated at $7.279 million, of which $245.886 million is
Mr M.J. Atkinson from Government appropriations. Outputs to be purchased in
Mr M.L.J. Hamilton-Smith the forthcoming financial year are estimated at
Mr T. Koutsantonis $660.020 million—an increase of $31.4 m'illion from
Mrs E.M. Penfold 1997-98. These increases are predominantly in the areas of
Mr J.J. Snelling maintenance and operation of the transport system. In terms

of overviews of our budget, arts funding has been maintained
at current levels.

For the first time this year the budget papers are presented
in a full accrual and output class format. The presentation
clearly highlights future Government obligations and
ownership of assets and will lead to improved decision
making. The presentation, however, does not make it easy to
Department for Transport, Urban Planning and the Arts, Compare this year's budget with last year's budget estimates

$299 832 000 and performance targets. The 1998-99 year also presents the

Minister for Transport and Urban Planning, Minister for first full year of operations for the department. Over the past
the Arts and Minister for the Status of Women— eight months many individuals within the department and

Mr I.H. Venning

The Committee met at 11 a.m.

Other Items. $4 440 000 beyond have invested considerable time and effort to ensure
' a smooth transition and | am confident that their good work
Witness: will now be reflected through improved delivery of services

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw, Minister for Transport and @hd performances to our customers and the community at

Urban Planning, Minister for the Arts, Minister for the Status "€ .
In terms of Transport SA specifically, the 1998-99 budget

of Women. . 2 ;
in accrual terms amounts to $515.6 million. It comprises cash
Departmental Advisers: items of $414.9 million and accrued items, such as depreci-
Mr R. Payze, Chief Executive, Department of Transportation of assets, superannuation and long service leave
Urban Planning and the Arts. liabilities, of $100.7 million. Itincludes Federal Government
Mr T. Argent, Executive Director, Transport SA. highways funds, black spot funding and untied funds for
Mr R. Frisby, Registrar of Motor Vehicles. arterial roadworks amounting to $130.82 million.

Mr A. Francis, Accountant, Strategic Reporting, InJune 1994, Transport SA engaged approximately 2 150
Transport SA. employees. The impact of the strategic review that com-

Mr B. Atwell, Manager, Corporate Development, menced in July 1994 has seen the work force numbers
Transport SA. reduced to 1330 at June 1998. Employee numbers are
expected to be maintained at this level during the forthcoming
The CHAIRMAN: | declare the proposed payments openfinancial year. By pursuing contestability and competition
for examination. Minister, do you wish to make an openingpolicies and practices, the agency has maintained high levels
statement? of service consistent with community expectations, but at a
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, Mr Chairman, | will reduced cost to taxpayers. The net financial savings of the
provide an opening statement. As agreed with Oppositiostrategic review are estimated to be $4.3 million in 1998-99,
members, debate on the Transport, Urban Planning and Arteflecting the reduced costs in areas such as line marking,
portfolio estimates and other financial information will be sign manufacture, asphalt supply, routine road maintenance,
undertaken on an agency by agency basis in the followingupply of road plant and ferry services.
order: Transport SA, Passenger Transport Board, A new ‘Transport 2000 and Beyond’ initiative builds on
TransAdelaide, Planning SA, Arts SA and the Office for thethe strategic review. It is designed to ensure that Transport
Status of Women. | propose to give a short statement and d®A effectively delivers on two key emerging roles for the
likewise at the start of each agency hearing. Department as a whole, namely, leadership in the develop-
Following the State election in October 1997 the Governiment of the State’s transport policy, and leadership in the
ment restructured the public sector in order to further improvelevelopment of integrated transport system planning. This
the way the Government delivers its products and servicesitiative will ensure that these new roles are adopted across
The Department of Transport, Urban Planning and the Artall transport modes—marine, rail, road and air. It also
was established with the amalgamation of the following: theemphasises an improved match of services to the agency’s
Department for Arts and Cultural Development, Departmenbroad range of customers.
of Transport, the Passenger Transport Board, the Planning The benefits of road expenditure are well documented,
Division of the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-with every $1 million of road construction and maintenance
ment and the Office for the Status of Women. spent generating approximately 60 jobs. The Government’s
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ongoing commitment to these activities reflects our recogniawareness of safe recreational boating practices and generally
tion of the wide ranging benefits of transport infrastructuredmprove community and public access to the agency’s
to the economic and social development of South Australia—services, activities and policies. | welcome questions.

and jobs. Road users will enjoy the benefits of the following The CHAIRMAN: Mr Atkinson, do you wish to make
road investments to be initiated or completed in 1998-99: than opening statement?

start of work on Stage 2 of the Southern Expressway; Mr ATKINSON: Parliamentary scrutiny of the Govern-
widening of Torrens Road from Churchill Road to Fitzroy ment's finances has been hindered by the Government’s
Terrace; Tapleys Hill Road deviation for the Airport Runway changes to the budget papers. Estimates Committees this year
extension; upgrade treatments on Anzac Highway fronwill be like comparing apples with oranges, thanks to the
Marion Road towards Morphett and Brighton Roads. changeover to accrual accounting. When the Opposition was

In the country the Government will invest $4.6 million on briefed by Treasury on changes to accrual accounting we
sealing the State’s unsealed arterial roads, in line with owvere assured that the changes would encourage and not
target to seal all unsealed arterial roads in incorporated are&sistrate transparency of the budget process.
by 2004. Some $1 million dollars will be spent on Port Road  Alas, the opposite is true. Whereas previous budget papers
in Kadina in association with the Wallaroo-Kadina Roadhave referred to particular programs and estimates of
project, and a further $1 million on the Mount Gambier- expenditure, we now have ill-defined output classes. Where
Glenburnie Road, commonly referred in the South-East as th@e were once able to identify exactly how much was
Casterton Road. Improved accessibility for tourists will beallocated to transport safety, we now have vague output
provided with the continued sealing of the South Coast Roadlasses. For instance, in transport last year there were clearly
on Kangaroo Island and the upgrade to an all weathedentifiable program areas, including transport accessibility,
standard of important tourist routes in the Flinders Rangedransport efficiency, transport safety, transport environment
Construction will begin on the bridge to Hindmarsh Island,and Government service obligations.
with $3.75 million allocated for 1998-99. In the forthcoming  Supplementary information was provided which explained
year, the Commonwealth Government will invest $50 millionthe broad objectives/goals of the program and we had that
in the major tunnel project for the Mount Barker Road. Otheryesterday in the Attorney-General’s portfolio, but | believe
major works include passing lanes on the Sturt Highwayt is the last portfolio to have that kind of information. We
between Greenock and Truro, completion of the Blanchetownow have 10 line items referred to as output classes for the
Bridge and completion of overtaking lanes on the Dukesntire portfolio. There is nothing in this year’s budget papers
Highway. which is comparable to the information available in the 1997-

I will now outline highlights from each class of ‘output’ 98 budget papers.
to be delivered by Transport SA in the coming year. In the Of particular concern is the scrutiny of TransAdelaide. No
area of policy development, advice and ministerial supporteadily available information exists to enable any meaningful
the agency will focus on the leadership roles mentionedcrutiny of TransAdelaide. While there may be rational
earlier; a road network strategy for metropolitan Adelaideaccounting reasons for this, it means that the Opposition and
and the development of asset management strategighe public are deprived of useful information. Numbers on
including the rail land assets which were transferred to th@ages have also become a thing of the past, although one
State following the sale of Australian National last year. Inassumes that this is owing to incompetence rather than any
the area of regulatory services, Transport SA will implementlesire to frustrate the Opposition.
the National Exchange of Vehicle Driver Information System  The result is that confusion reigns, as members are left
(NEVDIS). We will prepare major packages of legislation aswondering and guessing which programs fits where. The
part of the Australian Transport Council’s goal for nationalsituation is further aggravated by the creation of super
consistency and uniformity. Also, a competency basedepartments which, in this portfolio area, has seen the
training and assessment scheme will be introduced for theegrouping of Arts SA with Transport. Although this is the
boating industry and training providers. Government’s prerogative, it does mean that we are compar-

In terms of maintenance issues, road maintenance contrang apples with oranges. The bottom line is that accountabili-
specifications will be refined to improve prices and servicesty and transparency have been sacrificed; year to year
further recreational jetties will be upgraded and divested t@omparisons are difficult; tracing Government programs is
local government; and refitted ferries formerly operating aalmost impossible; and the Estimates Committee is in danger
Berri will be relocated to meet strategic needs. of becoming a farce.

I highlight that, given the increasingly complex operation  Despite this, the Opposition is committed to working with
of the transport system, in 1998-99 Transport SA willother members of the Estimates Committee today in obtaining
undertake more work on the potential for intelligent transporanswers to important questions. In doing so, | hope the Chair
tation systems to specifically improve the operation of thewill acknowledge the added difficulties associated with
transport system and the use of taxpayer funds. We will b&stimates this year. | hope the Chair appreciates the difficulty
hosting the Australian Intelligent Transportation Systemsn linking questions to budget lines, although I note that the
Conference in April 1999. The route numbering systemChair was indulgent on that matter yesterday.
introduced in metropolitan Adelaide this year will be  The CHAIRMAN: There was not one problem yesterday,
extended to the rural arterial road network; a community roads you would have noted.
safety program will be instigated; and a self-funded rail safety Mr ATKINSON: Yes, quite so, and we did note it, Sir.
inspection scheme for operators and service providers will belowever, this is an opportunity for important questions to be
introduced. raised about funding for road safety, including important

‘Bike Ed’ and ‘Share the Road’ campaigns for cyclists preventive maintenance work desperately needed on rural
will be expanded and investment increased in the Traveloads. Questions will be asked about the impact of the 7 per
Blending initiative. In terms of the last output, Library and cent fare hikes for users of public transport. On the one hand,
Information Services, Transport SA will increase publicthe Government claims that it wants to improve patronage of
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public transport but, on the other hand, it makes publiavill see just a list of the programs. Yesterday we knew what
transport more expensive and increases the price of fares weétie Attorney-General’s Department did, but we do not know
beyond the consumer price index. what you do anymore in transport.

Taxicab owners have also been particularly badly hit by The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is there; it is just a matter of
the budget, and Mr Koutsantonis, himself a former cabbieworking through the papers to find it. As a lawyer, you would
will be asking questions on this topic. Given that informationknow that Attorneys-General can be quite conservative. In
on these issues will be difficult to obtain owing to the formatpractice, they are probably behind in getting together with
of the budget, | would like to ask my first question on thewhat Treasury and the Government have asked overall. The
topic. Will the Minister table estimates of expenditure byfrustrations that the honourable member is experiencing today
program, including all those programs shown in various part transport will also be experienced next year in relation to
of last year's Estimates documents that have now beethe Attorney-General’s portfolio, so | just put him on notice.

amalgamated under the Minister's control? Mr SNELLING: | refer to road safety issues, and last
The Hc_)n. Diana Laidlaw: | am not sure that | understood year | would have referred you to the transport safety
the question. What do you want me to do? program in the budget line. However, it is not as transparent

Mr ATKINSON: Will you provide us with estimates of this year. Is the operation of the transport system the new
expenditure by program, as you have done last year and &litput class for road safety?
previous years within living memory? The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, it is—part of it.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Do you want me to recast the Mr SNELLING: How much funding did Transport SA
whole budget? allocate to road safety initiatives and programs in the 1997-98

Mr ATKINSON: Just provide us with the information. Jfinancial year, and what is the estimate for the 1998-99
You were able to get it in previous years; why not this year#i,4ncial year?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will make some inquiries, but The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will bring back a reply with

we have recast the whole budget with a different for'mat, angne details that the honourable member seeks. The budget
you want us to go back to the former way of accounting. | AMncludes an extra $1.23 million which was allocated a couple

nm&f{‘.&?ﬂggﬁ,' 6\1(21 d?g;{/ﬁ?ngrggrg%g::f{;}ibtli daet to of years ago for road safety. That includes sponsorship
’ 9 oney from the Motor Accident Commission. In terms of the

comply with accrual accounting, and that is why the budge aintenance of road programs, a lot is invested in road safety

papers are now in their current form. issues. We conduct safety initiati ;
. . ) . y initiatives for cyclists and pedes-
to Jsk;ﬁ '1ﬁ2'0?éacr]:sh2d!§;vm%? gggo\lljvr?t?; nr;e to go back trians. Itis a complex set of practices across the portfolio, but
Mr ETKINSON' Ca¥1 ou Show US ourgﬁud etinterms Ve will bring those together in terms of the specific budgets
y y y 9 for the Office of Road Safety. An additional sum of $100 000

ofthe things you do? Canyou provide Program Estimates s, \oon allocated this year for community road safety
you have done in previous years? It seems to me that yo ograms

have that information and you know it, but you are just no ¢ MrVENNING: My question refers to Portfolio State-

disclosing it in the budget papers, because it is not part o
accrual accounting. You have used the change to accru ents Budget Paper 4, Vo!ume 2 (page 6.4). | refer to the
ollowing portfolio outcome:

accounting as a chance not to tell us about your programs.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is an unacceptable and ~ An efficient and effective transport system that supports industry

incorrect statement, because across Government we have it community development.

moved to accrual accounting. When presenting the budge®ne of the specific strategies is to:

the Treasurer noted that it was a two year process. In My mprove all weather access in rural and remote communities.

opening statement, | acknowledged that it does not make jt .
easy to compare one year with the next. | readily acknow! also note the successful completion of the Morgan to Burra

ledge that, given my own efforts to work through the budgelBoad’ which h_as bee_n a féntastm SUCCESS. .

and to keep Mr Payze and the rest of them accountable, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | think the Chairman is pleased

because ultimately | have the responsibility, and | accept thafPut that road. , , o
Mr Atkinson interjecting: The CHAIRMAN: | am particularly impressed with it.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | accept your statement. Ithas ~ Mr VENNING: And so are our constituents and, |

been done not to hinder the process but, as | indicated in nijelieve, the whole State. Will the Minister confirm the

opening statement, to make sure that it is more transparent 8gount of money spent during 1997-98 to progress the
that we know all our costs. Decision making will be better ins€aling of rural arterial roads? What funds are to be allocated
future because we will know all the costs involved in thethiS year, and what is the total Iength of roads included in the
delivery of transport services. Next year, it will be easier forstrategy?
all of us—including me and probably the public sector and The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Morgan to Burra Road
the departmental officers—because we will be able to makbas been an enormous success. Yesterday, | spoke with the
comparisons. The Government has taken on a lot in terms dfictorian Transport Minister who had been recently holiday-
restructuring the departments and introducing accrudhg in Adelaide and farther north in the Flinders Ranges. He
accounting, then going for these outputs and identifying whatlescribed the road as ‘magic’. | am particularly pleased with
we want in terms of taxpayers’ investment in these programghe success of the sealing of the Morgan to Burra Road.
I will see what | can do to accommodate the honourable Since 1994-95 when the Government initiated this 10 year
member. | will explore this matter further with him later program to seal rural arterial roads, a total of $34 million has
rather than taking up time now. However, we have moved obeen spent. The cost of the overall program is estimated to be
from the old cash-style system of accounting. $74 million. So, we are almost half way there in terms of the
Mr ATKINSON: Just to follow that up, if you look in the  budget for this program. A total of 157 kilometres of country
Attorney-General’s portfolio of yesterday’s Committee, youroads have been sealed under this program.
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Sealing work is to be undertaken this year on the follow-  On all counts | think it has been a success. | also highlight
ing roads: Hawker to Orroroo, $1.1 million—I think that is that | am conscious of not only the benefits for the transport
in your electorate, Mr Chairman; Brinkworth to Blyth, industry, the environment, road wear and the like but also that
$400 000; Snowtown to Magpie Corner, $700 000; Kimba tahe community accepts these initiatives. One of the very
Cleve, $1.7 million—I think the member for Flinders is important measures in allowing road trains to come into
pleased about that initiative; and Elliston to Lock, $700 000northern Adelaide was being able to convince local communi-
So, $4.6 million has been allocated for the coming financiaties in that area that we were demanding the highest standard
yeatr. of performance from operators. We have required accredita-

As the member for MacKillop has shown an interest in thetion for A-train access to Adelaide under the Truck Safe
Lucindale to Mount Burr Road, which will be completed by Program. Only accredited vehicles are now allowed from
the year 2004, | should add that other roads under thikochiel to Adelaide; from 1 July only accredited vehicles will
program include: Mannum to Bow Hill; Bow Hill to Walker be allowed south of Port Augusta to Adelaide, and from 1
Flat; Booleroo Centre to Jamestown (that is in the Chairman’§eptember only drivers who have had health checks will be
electorate and it is still on the list for funding); and Morgan allowed to operate such vehicles. This is a bit of a revolution
to Blanchetown. There are roads that are not even in thi the heavy vehicle industry.

Chairman'’s electorate: he is not getting all the funds. No other State requires that there be health checks of
An honourable member interjecting: drivers as part of performance standards and access, but we
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Well, he does represent the have said that if you are going to go through the expense of

biggest area in the State, so it is not surprising. getting accredited we will provide you benefits in terms of
The CHAIRMAN: It's still nearly 50 per cent. improved access. So itis a reward for effort system, and itis

working well to date.
d MrsPENFOLD: Is the Minister aware of potential
dangers associated with the B-doubles causing passing
Mrs PENFOLD: With reference to Budget Paper 4, %gbﬁomnsa?g nthfhgnggg%rlg%ghierg’v:ﬁn '}gig'?gﬁ;gﬁ
Volume 2, | refer to the portfolio outcome which states: pas%ing Ianes% g yp
An efficient and effective transport system that supports industry  The Hon. Di.ana Laidlaw: | have been asked this question
and commercial development. in the past and again at the SELGA (South-East Local
The Government's decision to provide for a trial of the Government Association) meeting last Friday that | attended.
A-double access between Port Augusta and Lochiel imknow that the local members are particularly concerned that
December 1994 generated substantial benefits to the opefge look at the installation of passing lanes.
tors of these vehicles generally and, in particular, to produc- Mr Argent: Thatissue on the Princes Highway, whether
ers and customers in my electorate of Eyre Peninsula. it be B-doubles and other heavy vehicles or, for that matter,
recognise that the Government has assessed the trial to besgreational vehicles—boats and caravans—has been a
success and from 1 March permitted road train access {@ngstanding issue. With more B-doubles accessing the
operate to the northern metropolitan area. What are thgouth-East it has now brought the situation to the point where
estimated cost savings to the transport industry from thgye need to look at how we deal with it. Some time ago a
Government's decision to extend A-double access south @firategy was developed for the upgrading of the Princes
Port Augusta, and what conditions have been imposed upgighway; that was a long-term strategy and it does include
operators as part of this increased access? the provision of passing lanes in strategic locations. As
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Maunsell undertook a study funding becomes available we will proceed to install them.
last year to assess the benefits of A-double access from Port The CHAIRMAN: While you are responding to that,
Augusta to Lochiel. The report was excellent in terms of thecould you also respond to the possibility of using the
cost benefits to the transport industry. It also assessed thatifghways as landing strips for the Flying Doctor?
we took the initiative further and south to the northern areas The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This is not a dorothy dix
of Adelaide there would be a $33 million benefit to the question: | should put that on the record.
transport industry in this State and, therefore, benefits to Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
customers and producers. We all are concerned about jobs The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, it's just that | hadn’t
and productivity in the State generally and, because of ouinticipated that there would be any questions from the
distance from markets in the eastern States and overseas, ®gairman. Mr Chairman, you will be pleased that there will
must be very efficient in the way in which we get product tobe legislation when this Parliament returns to deal with the
market. The benefits of A-train access are huge. In the paiigal issues associated with aeroplanes landing on the
week, one operator has told me, in terms of his business withighway. | am going to Glendambo in the very near future
only six A-doubles, that he has saved $80 000 per year anghd | hope that you will be present with the Royal—
he estimates that coming through from Lochiel to the The CHAIRMAN: It's not my electorate.
northern Adelaide area there will be a further $120 saving per The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: But you should be there
trailer. Road wear and environmental issues are positivanyway, | think, as a guest. The Royal Flying Doctor Service
because there is one prime mover with two semi trailerswill find that this is an invaluable measure that can be
which means you have less prime movers on the roads. undertaken on the Stuart Highway and the Eyre Highway, in
| am pleased to report that since December 1994 when wgarticular. | am contemplating at this moment whether the
introduced the A-train access south from Port Augusta néegal issues should be addressed by a separate Bill to
road accidents have been attributed to A-doubles at any timParliament or by amendments to the Road Traffic (Miscel-
Road wear is anissue: it is better for the roads on which thelaneous) Bill which is currently before the Legislative
are allowed to have access and that saves money in main&euncil. Mr Chairman, legislation will be before Parliament
nance costs which is important. within two or three weeks at which time—if you are not

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It's still 50 per cent, so you are
probably getting 50 per cent of the funding out of this roa
program, Sir.
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present when | am at Glendambo—you can speak to thogeer cent of each State’s funding must be allocated for rural
measures. The reason why we have the legislation is to giveads.
the police the power to close the road when there are Mr KOUTSANTONIS: In1997-98 the Federal Govern-
emergencies so that no traffic can come either way when thment also provided $3 million for black spots. Was all the
plane lands on the road. funding for 1997-98 spent and, if not, was there any carry-
Mr SNELLING: Returning to road safety issues, for over?
accounting and funding purposes how do you define whatis The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We were provided with
a road safety program or initiative and how much as #3.068 million in 1997-98. The panel recommended 27
percentage of revenue collected from anti-speeding deviceBlojects, totalling $3.31 million. The Federal Minister had
such as speed cameras, laser guns and fines in general, Bage discretion between the $3.3 million we nominated and
been reallocated to funding road safety initiatives andhe amount he subsequently approved. Sixty-one nominations
programs? from council areas were forwarded to the committee, totalling
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Road safety funding is not $9.287 million. All would have been eligible, so itis a matter
hypothecated from any collection of funds from motorists,0f that committee dispassionately looking at what should be
whether that be from drivers’ licences, registration fees ofunded. I'highlight that nominations closed on 21 March 1998
fines. The fines for offences collected through the police anépr the next round of funding in the coming financial year and
the courts all go into general revenue and much of our budgé€ panel will meet on 8 July to examine and comment on all
in terms of road safety would not come from that purpose. [ffominations received. Do you see your Bakewell Bridge as
does, however, come through the Highways Fund—which i§ black spot?
registration fees and drivers licences. | will get specific MrKOUTSANTONIS: Yes,Ido. _
details. Mr Argent may have further information on funding ~ The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Did you put in your funding
for particular programs. application by 21 March? _
Mr Argent: The first part of the question related to how Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | do not know—I will have to
we define road safety projects specifically. A lot of what WelOOII\(/IEz\i/gl:]r?itnrg)i/nrt]grtjisc.ting'
do in terms of roadworks, and it applies to the other modes : .
as well, has multiple outcomes, and safety in roadworks is, Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Wh"?‘t are you saying, lvan? Why
only one. All of the standards used for the design of roads and©n't you go outside and say it? . .
bridges are very much related to safety outcomes. However, 1€ CHAIRMAN: Order! | make it clear: this Committee
in setting up a program the primary outcome is the driver. if1as operated very W_e” to date. Any nonsense anq | will name
the primary outcome for a particular initiative or investment2ny member who misbehaves. | will not put up with the sort
is safety, that forms part of our safety program. There will be?f Nonsense that has gone on elsewhere. | am endeavouring

some areas of grey because there is a set of mixed outcomi@sconduct this in a low-key fashion and to give everyone a
for most of the initiatives. air go. If there is any nonsense | will name the member

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | refer to the Capital Funding because | do not want to be here any longer than necessary.

Statement on page 6.32 and, specifically, the federally funded The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Perhaps the bridge does not

- ; Y o heed black spot funding, if the member has not put the
Black Spot Program, which provided South Australia with o . . :
$3 miIIio% in 19998-99. Will thepMinister list black spot areas application forward because the Government itself is funding

that will receive priority funding under the Federal Govem_upgrades to the bridge with design work already undertaken

ment's Black Spot Program for 1998-997 and construction work from next month.

h : idlaw: 1d h hatinf . Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | am fortunate to have the
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | do not have that information - age|ajde to Crafers Highway running through my district. It
at hand, but will provide it by the deadline date for insertion

: has got me interested in the Highways Fund and the High-
into Hansard ways Act. It has been a matter of discussion for some time
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: How does the State Government that hoth the fund and the Act arrangements need reviewing.
determine which black spots receive priority? What progress is being made to bring the Act into line with
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: A committee is chaired by a current best practice and when will legislation be introduced?
Federal member and | have a representative, as does local The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Federal Minister will be
government and the RAA. The committee includes myparticularly pleased with the honourable member’'s comments
representative the Hon. Caroline Schaefer; Lachlan McKinnabout the Mount Barker Road. It is an engineering master-
of the South Australian Road Transport Association angiece. The Federal funds generally for highways includes
Chairperson of the Commercial Transport Advisory Commit-$50 million for that project in the coming financial year. Itis
tee; Mayor Jan Cass, representing the Local Governmegiue that the Highways Act has been seen to be outmoded and
Assaociation; Mr Flett Steele, representing Transport SA anfor about 10 years the old Public Accounts Committee
cycling groups; Chris Thomson from the RAA; Paul Turnerhighlighted that fact, and | suspect that the new Economic
from the Motor Accident Commission; and Senator Alanand Finance Committee will soon be addressing it as well if
Ferguson, who chairs the panel representing the Federak do not get a new Act before Parliament quite soon. That
Minister. is certainly our goal. We are looking at what is commonly
There are clear guidelines for the allocation of those fundsalled an exposure Bill or a draft Bill, plus discussion papers,
and submissions are called essentially from the locabeing issued for public comment in a few months time—
community through councils. The Federal GovernmenSeptember or October—for introduction of new legislation
guidelines would not support national highway projects fomext calendar year.
funding, nor do they wish to see road projects we would have It is important that we not only upgrade the Act in terms
on our forward plan of work paid for under the black spotof national road transport reforms, national road uniformity
program or simply supplementing projects that we have noand national road safety initiatives but we must also take
funded but seen as necessary in road safety terms. Further, &count of the fact that since the High Court decision last
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year we do not have that capacity in the Highways Fund teustomers, although demanding, are supportive of our efforf§he

gain the fuel franchise fees. We still in the Highways Fundnost striking measure of our success is that our financial results have
: - : . Vi f een very satisfactory. Through May we have made over

gain all the registration and drivers’ licence f‘?es de_d!c_ated t 1.58 million after tax profit. While that is not enough to support our

road purposes. The old Highways Fund and its definition thatapital requirements over the long term, it is an excellent start

all those funds should simply go to roads is outmoded todayonsidering our start up costs and the cost basis we inherited from
Given the way we are conducting the portfolio and lookingAustralian National.

attransport as a whole and the way in which we are seeking is an outstanding result, considering the way Australian

to integrate public transport and road transport more effeayational operated on a very heavy subsidy prior to ASR’s
tively for the community benefit, we should be looking at thetaking over. The letter continues:

wider us_e of fu.nds collected from motorists fqr the Contributing to that profit is the fact that we took over control of
community benefit. In that regard we would be consideringyr. . . trains on 1 February—

establishing a hypothecated transport fund, not just .
highways fund. | would still like to see the hypothecation of?g ttr:] : ttrtgienﬁnean they took over the control of traffic access

funds so that motorists’ licence and registration fees are pu

o ; ith the concurrence of and considerable assistance from Track
to transport purposes and not necessarily just to hlghwa})ﬁccess. | know that this move saves us a substantial amount and it

purposes. ) also reduces Track Access’s costs. This is a good example of two
It is also important that we look at the delegations of thebodies, one private and one publicly owned, working together to

Commissioner of Highways. There is definitely some conflicimprove the efficiency of the transport network. o
and confusion between the Minister's and the Commis- From our start on 8 November 1997, locomotive reliability has

- ) S : een our biggest problem. The fleet that we acquired from AN
sioner’s responsibilities in terms of modern practices. Th verages over 27 years old (compared to an average of under eight

is really important in the acquisition of land and a wholeyears old for the locomotives nominated by National Rail).
range of other issues, and we must deal with this as wgll. Mr Chairman, you would appreciate that, when the former
relah{li:)?q/ltzygdeﬁéerslfa?; gheggtli%iﬂsonsﬁn your ruling in Federal Government established National Rail (which was
) ; P . one of the reasons why we saw the demise of Australian
The CHAIRMAN: The Chair has been very flexible and National, but | will not get into the politics of that), the

will allow the Committee to flow reasonably. | endeavour Orederal Government also allowed National Rail to nominate

keep it at a low key. The process of asking supplementar%hatever assets it wanted from Australian National without

qii?g?gsalsskr%ally aQgtnc?r‘?gf:fr:(tajrutitarg?ﬁgse th\z(aot thlfameeg;bgﬁy understanding of how that might affect the business of
w urquesti - Youhav stralian National. That could include freight depots, lines

called, Mr Venning; please proceed to ask your question. such as the Pasminco line from Broken Hill to Port Pirie,

Mr VENNING: | refer to intrastate rail. Budget Paper 4, locomotives or wagons. It is interesting to see that National

Vollu.me 2, page 6.'4 refers to the portfolio outcome of a ail was able to nominate from Australian National locomo-
efficient and effective transport system that supports |ndustrylves of an average age of eight years but, when the Aus-

and community development. Australia Southern Railroa ralian National business was sold, the average age of the

in conjunction with Transfield anoll Clyde, was the Su(‘TCESSf.L\ocomotives was 27 years, and that is what the private sector
purchaser of Australian National's intrastate rail business "?:ompany ASR, has purchased. The letter continues:

South Australia. ASR commenced operating the rail service

A hi ; ; We have undertaken a program to rebuild our fleet and the first
on 8 November 1997, amid high expectations that it WOL“q’ built unit was delivered to us two weeks ago in Port Augusta. Our

grow the business that had been neglected wheninthe h.ar@%vers tell me that it is working well. We hope to have six units
of Australian National. How has ASR performed during itsrebuilt by the end of the year.

first six months of operation; and what are ASR's plans in highjight that those locomotives cost about $500 000 to
r_elatlon to the standardisation of the Pinnaroo to Tall_em _Ben§75o 000 each to rebuild. Australia Southern Railroad has
line and the future of the Wolseley to Mount Gambier line?qe,el0ped a program for Port Augusta workshops to rebuild
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am very pleased to provide gy 15 eight locomotives over each of the next 10 years. Given
such positive advice to the Committee, because it was afa¢ jrrespective of their political persuasions, | know that all
unsettling, traumatic time, certainly for rail workers but also,embers of Parliament have been concerned about the skills
for the grain industry and all the other important customers, g jobs of metal workers in Port Augusta and elsewhere, it
of rail as we worked through the sale of Australian Nationaljs fantastic to see this up front commitment from ASR for the
The South Australian Government was very keen to advisgafrhishment of those locomotives and all the work involv-
the Federal Government of whom we thought were the,q vepilding six to eight locomotives each year over the

preferred bidders. The Federal Government was not partiCiiext 10 years at Port Augusta. So, there is that guaranteed
larly pleased to receive such advice, because it was its ass§lsiness. The letter continues:

and. it wanted to secure the best price. Howeyer, we were Also in the locomotive area, we are replacing faulty microproces-
pa!’tlcularly keen to secure for the State the maximum numb'?‘srors in 24 of our mainline units. We have completed the upgrade of
of jobs and a buyer that wanted to grow the business. Ovelp units to date and we will have all 24 completed by early July. This
the past six months since ASR purchased the business, wal have a significant impact on the reliability of the fleet. We have
have developed a very satisfactory, positive workin eased out portions of the Islington workshops to Bluebird and to
relationship with Australia Southern Railroad. ransfield.

| meet regularly with the representative of the companyBluebird is refurbishing its rail carriages here, and the
Mr Charles Chabot. Because the results were so outstandingember for Schubert would be very pleased about the
following our last meeting | asked him to write to me and putBarossa Bluebird train service.
them in a form that | could put before Parliament. On 11 June Mr Venning: It is a great privatisation success.
he wrote: The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, itis. Itis good to see the

Our financial results have exceeded our expectations, odiesurgence of rail in this State. At Islington Bluebird is
relationship with the State owned railroads is excellent and ourefurbishing not only their own rail cars but others, and this
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was a business that it had formerly performed in Victorialeading up to the new approach to motorists slowing down to
The letter continues: 25 km/h. That will apply from 22 July, the start of the third
Transfield is also using the space to support their Track Accesgchool term.
maintenance contract. We also have two additional potential Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
customers for lease space. All of these industries generate rail The CHAIRMAN: The member for Peake has had a fair
business for us and employment for South Australians. g0 ’
Mr Chabot continues: Mr SNELLING: What is the Government’s estimate of
An additional source of revenue that we have developed ishe financial cost to be borne by local government for the
locomotive storage for National Rail and for Australian National. It changes of school speed zoning signage?
Is storing 10 locomotives from each of those companies. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Local government is involved
That is the residue from Australian National. The letterin the installation of the signs but | understand that we are

continues: meeting that cost.
If we cannot purchase or lease the units from them— Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Thank you for your indulgence,
and that would be ASR’s wish— Mr Chairman. You have been very generous. | do not know

o o
at least we can make money storing them. It does seem a shame tr\{\ét[‘y your colleagues criticise you, Sir! | refer to page 6.41

these Government-owned assets are sitting idle (actually costirg,'d the advice on ministerial support of ‘output class’. Earlier
taxpayers money in storage charges) when they could be productivihis year the Chief Executive of the Great Southern Railway,

ly making Australian industry more competitive in the world market Mr John Finnin, stated that the future of tBerlandwas
place. ASR has joined a consortium to investigate and bid on thgder review. He said:

Alice Springs to Darwin line. We are pleased that our group is one ; . .
of three on the short list. Given my other products and their potential to make greater

. money, | might just decide to kill it.
He goes on to say that they are particularly pleased to have ~ °. . . » ,
made the decision to invest in rail in South Australia. | also 1€ Sad thatin March 1998. At the time the Opposition raised

refer to recent advice from the Federal Minister for Transpor@f€2t concerns about Mr Finnin’s comments. However, the
and Regional Development, who confirms that with theMinister gave certain assurances to the Parliament about the
standardisation of the Pinnaroo to Tailem Bend line work willOveriand as follows:
begin next month on that major project. There is a price Great Southern Railways has absolutely no intention of backing
ceiling of $5.46 million in Federal investment when the "ne%w&%:gmlgggommnment to maintain the services oriverland
is finished and that should be in October, before the grain ’ o
season commences. From our State budget sources, Sod#ien | asked about the penalties if the Great Southern
Australia will be paying to the Federal Government one-thirdX@ilway did default, the Minister replied:
of the cost of the standardisation project or $2 million, |said the contractual obligations in terms of minimum services
whichever is the lesser. | highlight that Transfield will be &re five services: Melbourne-Adelaide, Adelaide-Melbourne, and
undertaking that work. there are pen_al.tles provided in the agreement in the contracts.
Mr ATKINSON: Mr Chairman, that answer went for 10 Does the Minister stand by her assurance?
minutes and was entirely read. It was a prepared question The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, of course | do. The
from the Government. | am asking you whether this is assurance was given in the context that GSR was going to kill
proper use of Estimates Committees. theOverland | indicated that it has contractual commitments
The CHAIRMAN: | have sat through Estimates Commit- t0 the Government in terms of a minimum of five services.
tees for a long time and is a practice which has not just startec™ on the parliamentary record on 26 March as saying that
with this Government. The information conveyed to thethe minimum service is five services Adelaide-Melbourne
committee, in the Chair's view, was most interesting anc®nd return.
relevant to the people of South Australia. It passed through Mr ATKINSON: Will you resign if they do not happen?
my mind that the Minister was somewhat generous in the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have been given no reason
length of time taken, and | did speak to Minister Evans lasto believe that it will not happen. Certainly, there has never
night and said that | knew he was trying to be particularlybeen any discussion with GSR that | have had—
helpful and informative to the Committee but sometimes he Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The buck stops with you.
was just taking a little longer than necessary. The Ministeris The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am looking for a little
endeavouring to be most helpful and cooperative with thenaturity here.
Committee by providing this information, but perhaps we The CHAIRMAN: | warn the member for Peake.
could just shorten it slightly. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am looking for a little
Mr SNELLING: | refer to the Minister’s school speed maturity here. This is a new business to South Australia
zones initiative which was introduced in 1997. What was thdollowing the Federal Government’s decision to sell AN.
total cost to Transport SA for school speed zones in 1997-98ontractual agreements have been entered into between the
and what is the estimated cost for 1998-99? Federal Government and GSR and there are lease agreements
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | already informed the with the State. Those agreements with the State require a
Parliament, when we introduced the most recent legislativeninimum of five services. GSR has never suggested other
change, about the cost of the new signs, with the very brigithan it would meet those minimum conditions.
orange reflective background and the advice that when Mr Atkinson interjecting:
children are present the speed should be 25 km/h; the total The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | signed the agreement. If GSR
cost of manufacture and installation and the 30 metre zig zagoes not meet the minimum agreement, it is not an issue of
line that precedes a motorist's coming to the sign is $850 000ny resigning. That is pathetic. Penalty provisions apply, as
of which $200 000 is the public relations campaign compod have already said in the Parliament on 26 March, and | refer
nent. With regard to speed zones, you will see that from thithe member to my statement at that time. To get it into
Sunday there will be television advertisements for one montperspective, GSR has bought into the business and actually
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wants to make a profit. It wants the train to work, wants toof Yaninee is complete. | should highlight that the Federal
build the business and is committing over $1 million to theGovernment has set the following schedule for completion
refurbishment of th®©verlandrail cars. | am not sure when of the work to 2001-02: stage 7, Karcultaby to two kilometres
the member for Spence last went on @eerland east of Yaninee, scheduled for 1998-99; stage 8, four
Mr ATKINSON: It's a mess. kilometres east of Cungena to Karcultaby, scheduled for
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | know, and that is why you 1999-2000; stage 9, Puntabie to five kilometres west of
would be as pleased as | am and the State is generalWirrulla, scheduled for 2000-01; and stage 10 Ceduna to
because, unlike the former owner, GSR is investing ovePuntabie, scheduled for 2001-02. It is then proposed that the
$1 million to do up the rail cars, and in the meantime thehighway will be widened from Penong to Ceduna in two
Federal Government, out of the $250 million that it providedstages, 2002-04.
for infrastructure in this budget as part of a three year The Federal Government has indicated publicly that
program involving $250 million, in the coming financial year $3.5 million will be provided for this work on the Eyre
will be doing up the track from the South Australian borderHighway through the National Highways Fund this coming
into Melbourne because it is a disgrace that the Victoriarinancial year. | have to acknowledge that there is still quite
Government has allowed that to run down dreadfully. GSRactive discussion with the Federal Government over Federal
can go only 40 kilometres an hour in 15 places; it is justroad funding for the coming year. We do not have sufficient
appalling. The Federal and Victorian Governments are finalljunds from the Federal Government to complete all our
putting money towards the upgrade of the track, with GSRhational highway contracts in 1998-99. It has been suggested
investing in the upgrade of the railcars. With GSR wishingby federal officers that, where contracts have not been let—
to bring the Ghan through Adelaide to Melbourne, with afor instance on the Eyre Highway or other projects such as
focus on Adelaide, we will be well served in passenger railthe meat works road in the South-East—notwithstanding
Mr ATKINSON: What are the penalties? Federal Ministers’ announcements of funding for those
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | do not have them at hand. projects, those funds should now be put towards projects and,
Mr VENNING: What will GSR do about the terminus for with the Federal departmental officers’ knowledge, we enter
interstate rail passengers? Will it be re-established Adelaiddfto contracts. That is a totally unacceptable suggestion from
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have also had discussions those Federal officers and the Department of Transport and
with GSR about scrapping the Keswick terminal andRegional Development. | have taken up the issue with the
returning the trains to the Adelaide Railway Station whenFederal Minister and his officers and will be speaking further
they enter and leave our city. The Adelaide City Council isto them on Friday. | want to see by 30 June that there is an
also interested in the same proposition, as is the owner of thendertaking that the $3.5 million the Federal Government has
track, the Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC). At announced for the Eyre Highway upgrade is confirmed, and
present, we do not have a standard gauge track from Keswidknow the honourable member would be adamant that that
into the Adelaide Railway Station. | have had a studyis so. | am sure the Federal member for Grey, Mr Wakelin,
undertaken, with the support of the Rail Reform Fundfeels equally strongly.
Rust PPK undertook the study, and a quote of $11.6 million Mr ATKINSON: The Opposition has been told the
was given because of the length of the platform requiredfinancial penalties on Great Southern Railways for breaching
which is three times as long as the platforms now providedhe agreement with the State Government are so small that
at the Adelaide Railway Station for our suburban system. Outhey do not deter GSR from breaching the agreement. | ask
suburban rail system works on broad gauge. We need to brirte Minister—on notice if necessary—to detail the financial
in a whole new standard gauge track, and that requires genalties GSR would incur if it breached the agreement such
whole new system of signalling. All those issues are in-as by closing down or diminishing the number of services on
volved. | am getting those costs looked at again because, #s Overland?
part of the Government’s commitment to the Convention The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Let us get that back into
Centre, which is over the rail tracks, | would like to seeperspective. It is a new investor. It has just spent tens of
whether we can bring in the train and look at rail trackmillions of dollars buying a business. It does not want to
infrastructure at the Adelaide Railway Station at the samelose it down or Kill it off; it wants to build the business.
time as we are doing work on the Convention Centre. The Mr Atkinson interjecting:
marriage of tourism, trains, the Convention Centre and the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: With regard to Mr Finnin, |
railway station would be fantastic. | find it difficult to accept expect there has been misquoting.
the current cost to bring in a train three kilometres. So we Mr Atkinson interjecting:
want to rigorously look at those costs. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | know the member for Spence
Mrs PENFOLD: I refer to the capital funding statements made statements about the public prosecutor recently and said
of Transport SA in Budget Paper No. 4, Vol. 2, and specifi-he was misquoted. Mr Finnin of GSR also said that he was
cally the Federal funding for the major capital works of either misquoted or quoted off the record, | do not know. |
$65.1 million. What is the current status of the widening ofread out a statement to the Legislative Council on 26 March,
the Eyre Highway? What funding has been allocated by théhe same day that the article was featured inRmancial
Federal Government in the 1998-99 financial year? Reviewand Mr Finnin indicated then that GSR had absolute-
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This question is asked almost ly no intention of backing away from its commitments to
every year by the member for Flinders, because it is such amaintain services on tHeverland GSR’s bid was predicated
important issue for her electorate. The Eyre Highway hasn expanding and not diminishing those services and that it
been widened to an eight metre seal for 290 kilometres of theias GSR's intention to expand services out of Adelaide in the
450 kilometre length from Ceduna to Lincoln Gap, and thashort to medium term. | suspect it was a negotiating point
includes a continuous section of 255 kilometres from twaowith the Victorian Government over access charges, and the
kilometres east of Yaninee to Lincoln Gap. The contract folFederal and State Labor Parties are not averse to using
crushing materials for stage 7 Karcultaby to 2 kilometres eastolourful language for their own purposes when they wish if
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it is a negotiating point. That is as | see Mr Finnin’s state-vehicle owners registered their vehicle for three months,
ments. There is no intention of its breaching the contract23.5 per cent for six months; 1.3 per cent for nine months;
because it wants to build its business. | have already statexhd 32.5 per cent for 12 months. Approximately 2.3 per cent
in answer to an earlier question from the member for Spencef vehicles are registered with a common expiry date. The
that | will provide that information—and of course I will.  three month registration period clearly is the most readily
Mr SNELLING: I referto the budget line ‘Maintenance acceptable to vehicle owners: it is now the most popular
of transport system’ and the proposed clearway for Grandption followed by the 12 month option.
Junction Road. When previously questioned on this subject, Administration fees have been charged for some years, but
the Minister advised: we have never distinguished them on the forms posted to
... if it is deemed that the clearway will go ahead and that anynotorists advising of the charges. That has been made
small business owner will be disadvantaged, the department hagpparent on the form since July 1996. The registration fee
undertaken that there will be the provision of parking bays. was $5, but | think it will now be $6 because of the merchant
Assuming that the Minister still stands by that commitmentcard fee and the credit card arrangements that will apply in
has the department undertaken a costings exercise on ttie future. | never anticipated when the Government sought
provision of parking bays; and, if so, what are those costs?o respond to the needs of motorists by providing further
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: My understanding of the options for registration of their vehicles that 40 per cent of
clearway proposal is that we are still awaiting feedback fronpeople would avail themselves of the three month option.
public consultations with the Port Adelaide Enfield councilThat has come as a surprise to me and, | suspect, to the
and the Charles Sturt council. We want to hear their viewsRegistrar.
Costings have possibly been undertaken with Transport SA. The credit card facility has been popular, and that should
| will provide that information to the honourable member. reduce some of the pressure on front counter staff. We
Mr Argent: The construction of indented parking bays in receive 500 telephone calls a day inquiring about the use of
similar circumstances is not a new concept: it has been dorgedit card facilities for the payment of registration fees. We
in other locations. In most cases, that has occurred with thigave also just started the Internet, but that is not as popular:
cooperation of local government: there has been a joinlve receive about five telephone calls a day. There is no cash
arrangement. In this case, given the relationship that we haweack facility, so we do not have EFTPOS.
with the council and the cooperation that we have received Mrs PENFOLD: | refer to Budget Paper4, \Vol. 2
in respect of a number of matters relating to this issue, wgpage 6.8). One of the targets for the maintenance of transport
expect the same sort of arrangements to apply, but neystems (1998-99) is as follows:

costings have been carried out at this stage. Continue the recreational jetties divestment program established
Mr SNELLING: How many small businesses would be with local government.

affected by the introduction of the clearway at Grand Junction\q the Minister is aware, there are a large number of jetties

Road? ; ot ; ;
. . in my electorate. How are negotiations progressing, particu-
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have not personally counted Iarlyywith councils on the Eyrge Peninsulloa?g gPp
them, but we have taken into consideration their views in The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The honourable member has

terms of the consultation process. We do not want t0 Segy,, +'13 of the 49 jetties in this State in her electorate, and
small business suffer. That is why we have looked at thesgyiny the member for Goyder has a large number as well.
arrangements for indented parking bays and off-stre% respect of the 49 jetties across the State, we have reached

pgrking. C;]ff-sr:reet parl;ing tr;]as behe?hﬁde.ntified bt)é (flf)ur'c”agreement with 10 councils on 24 recreational jetties and
ofticers who have worked through this 1SSue with 1ranss,anes to be upgraded for divestment to local councils who
port SA officers. As | have said, | am awaiting the result of

public consultations with both councils will be responsible for their maintenance in the future. | seek
: . . i i ing out the council d
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH:  The hard working Mitcham leave to insert iHansarda table setting ou councils an

! ] : . ! jetties or wharves.
office of Motor Registration at the Mitcham Shopping Centre/
A h - Leave granted.
is situated in my electorate. It does an excellent job. | am

interested in the Governments initiative to introduceouncil Jetty/Wharf .
rerl hicl strati d i th Alexandrina (3) Goolwa, Milang and Port Elliott
quarterly vehicle registrations and, more recently, over-theésoorong District (2)  Meningie and Narrung

phone credit card and Internet payment options for registrayorke Peninsula ~ (9)  Ardrossan, Edithburgh, Marion Bay,

tion charges. These options have no doubt caused extra work, Port Julia, Port Rickaby, Port
but have they proved popular with motorists, and will the Victoria, Port Vincent (jetty and
Minister outline the practice of charging administration fees wharf), Stansbury and Wool Bay

in relation to all these transactions? Port Augusta (2) Port Augusta Mill and Port Augusta

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Registration and licensing is n1ount Remarkable (1) WSitrt Germein
a tough job. Over the past two years, we have not only aske@ohe (1)’ Robe
that section to deal with all the national heavy vehicleCopper Coast (1) Port Hughes
changes to the registration system but we followed thailid Murray (1) Morgan
closely with light vehicle registration changes, and it was als¢/urray Bridge (1) ~ Murray Bridge .
asked to undertake matters in connection with firearms. | a *X‘C‘(S"T"f (2)  Second Valley and Normanville

. . ™* (1) Port Sinclair

also conscious of the fact that as a result of CTP increasggg 24
from 1 July more demands will be made on registration ang*) This facility is out of districts and so a lease arrangement has
licensing staff by the public. been negotiated with the Outback Areas Community Develop-

We introduced different options for people to register their ~ment Trust.
vehicles—I am pleased to see that the member for Peake The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: One issue that may be of
applauds the Government's initiative. In the 12 month periodnterest is the fact is that we have negotiated an agreement
from June 1997 to May 1998, approximately 40.4 per cent ofvith the Outback Area Community Development Trust. Itis
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not at Lake Eyre but at Port Sinclair, which is just outside the  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is their application. | can

incorporated region. find out for the honourable member. | have not been involved
The CHAIRMAN: The Chair is very familiar with Port in this issue so | am not aware whether the application to
Sinclair. ACCC was seeking authority to collect such a charge or

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | was surprised when | was whether they had to seek authority for the amount of that

first told by transport officers that they were negotiating withcharge, but | will find out for the honourable member.
the Outback Area Community Development Trust. Certainly, the State Government has always approached this
Mr Atkinson interjecting: issue on the basis that such a charge would be dedicated
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is going well. As | have Solely to the terminal and that it would not be a revenue
just indicated, 10 councils have reached agreement witfollection measure for the State Government. We may want
Transport SA on 24 out of the 49 jetties. the money, but it is not designed for that purpose.
Mr Atkinson interjecting: Mr HAMILTON-SMITH:  Referring to Budget Paper 4,
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will go through these then. Yolume 2, page 6.32, the figure of $920 000 for bike tracks
| did indicate that | would table this information but— is mentioned, which raises the question of bikes. In terms of
The CHAIRMAN: Order! | think that is a waste of time. the Government's goal to double cycling use by the year
; : g 2000, what initiatives have been taken over the past year to
promote cycling generally and to invest in infrastructure to

) . . . improve facilities and safety?
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have written to the Eyre . . 4 . .
Peninsula Local Government Association, which is now The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | was very disappointed that

the honourable member did not come with me when | cycled

acting on behalf of all councils on Eyre Peninsula. We are - .
. . t the launch of the southern veloway—nor did Mr Atkinson,
looking at the lease terms. They may not want to be involve ho is a keen cyclist.

in a 25 year lease. We are happy to look at 50 year or 10 N
. . Mr Venning interjecting:
year leases if that is the case. They are concerned about what.l_he Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, the member for Schubert

their long-term commitments might be, and we have mdmat-E:CI come to the Morgan-Burra road with me when it was

Atkinson.

ed that all investigations to assess the amount of work an nsealed and the honourable member did ride it to celebrate
costs to upgrade the jetties have been confirmed whenever | €. sealing of that road. | actually thought. Mr Chairman. that
councils have sought independent assessment—they haw% ma hgve hadab -.election)(/)n ourgha,ndS' he did no't look
always confirmed the department’s initial assessments. y y :

Certainly, Eyre Peninsula Local Government Associatio[l\;iry fit going uphill against the wind after 60 kilometres on
B

. : ..the road, but it is good to see the honourable member here
can go through independent assessments. We will work with, o "o4ij ‘smiling. The southern veloway was opened in
them on that issue. | suspect they will not find the assessme

. bruary this year, the first of its type in Australia, as |
costs different from those that we have presented to them i : : :
good faith. We have continued to work with them. Perhap {Ihderstand, and certainly with any road project that has been

Yndertaken in South Australia. We have released a set of Bike
Direct maps, so for the first time across the metropolitan area
e have a series of maps which help people to understand
hich arterial roads have cycle paths painted onto the road

jetties and wharves which currently stand. It may wish t
invest in some and take ownership of others but not all o
them, and they should work through that as a community. . :
and which adjacent or local roads could be used for safe
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | refer to the Federal Govern- cycling. )
ment's announc.e.ment.of the sale of Adelaide Airport. At the ™ \we have developed a code of conduct for bicycle couriers,
time the Opposition raised a number of questions about thg, 4 \ve are working with police in relation to offences

proposed airport levy to fund the new terminal. How muchcqmmited by couriers. Generally, the behaviour of couriers
revenue is the Government anticipating collecting from they, yhe city has improved dramatically. There is a recreational
$2 passenger levy in .19.98'99' when will the COIIeCt'oanan for the disused railway line between Willunga and
commence, and how will it be collected? Marino. That has been developed and should be presented to
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This I think is being handled e next month. The construction of the Riesling Trail just
through Premier and Cabinet. Mr Page advises me thajiside Clare, in the member for Schubert's electorate, has

perhaps itis the Department of Industry and Trade—althougfyst heen completed and the signage is under way. That also
it still may be the Premier driving this. My understanding is\yas a disused railway line.

that the new owners have made an application to the ACCC Transport SA supports the Cycling Institute for the

for authority to seek such a charge on each passenger in thgnquct of cycling education projects in schools. A total of
knowledge that that charge would be dedicated to the terming| 5oq primary school students participated in the BikeEd

upgrade. ) o project during last year and members of the institute have
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: It will not be the Minister for  recently met with me to see whether we could increase
Transport administering it? funding so that they could increase that program of education

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, it would be collected by  of children. | would like to consider how we could possibly
the new owners and invested in the upgrade of the terminadio that. We have helped establish for the first time the

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Thatleads to my next question. Cycling Industry Association, so all retailers and wholesalers
Wil all the money collected go solely into construction of the of cycles have finally come together and are working with
new terminal or will the State Government appropriate monegnthusiasts, recreational and commuter cyclists, and other
from it? Will the Government give an undertaking that theorganisations. South Australia has won the right to host the

passenger levy of $2 will not be increased? Australasian Cycling Conference in Adelaide in February
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am not aware of what the next year. That will be one month after the international road
new owners have put in as the figure for the levy. race for cycling up to the Barossa—

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: Mr VENNING: Tour Down Under.
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The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Tour Down Under, which will  posted, and generally drivers had to wait between 14 to
be stunning. We also have the Share the Road Campai@i days while that occurred. In country areas it was worse
which not only encourages safe riding and driving practicestill. If drivers went to Australia Post offices it would take
and highlights the relationship and responsibility betweerbetween 21 to 28 days get the old disk.
motorists and other road users but also tries to get cyclists to With the advent of computer technologies the operator
be more responsible in their driving habits and to make suraow knows immediately whether or not the photograph is
that their bikes are well lit if they are driving at night. As a valid. We got numerous complaints from people that they
motorist, sometimes it is a bit of a surprise to come upon avould go into the registration office or Australia Post offices

cyclist— and have their photograph taken, and no-one would know
Mr ATKINSON: Wear reflective clothing. whether it was in a form that could be used for the disk. They
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Well, do you? may have been asked to come back, and in country areas in
Mr ATKINSON: Sometimes. particular that did not please them, and not surprisingly. Now

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have just been alerted by we know immediately if the photograph is valid. That is very
Mr Payze to the fact that a code of conduct arising from théhelpful for staff in terms of some of the stresses and strains
bicycle courier strategy has been negotiated. | understand thiaat they cope with.
they are seeking my endorsement and when | have read it I | highlight, too, having just seen my new driver's licence
should be able to give it. That will be a further advance forwith the holograms on it, that the conditions and restrictions
safe practices within the bicycle courier business. applying to the driver's licence are printed in full on the

Mr SNELLING: Can Minister advise the Committee reverse of the licence now, whereas previously it was a bit of
where the Highway Fund appears in the budget papers? Werandom practice on both sides of the licence and it was not

have been unable to locate it. The Highway Fund is set tglear. We have never had all the conditions printed on it so
receive a huge windfall as a result of budget tax hikes aimege||.

at motorists. What is the estimated 1998-99 revenue to the pr VENNING: Can you pay with your credit card?
Highway Fund from registration fee increases and drivers’  the Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You can make your payment

licence incrgases? . . . . by credit card, but not over the telephone or through the
Mr Atwell: - The licence and registration fee increase§piernet hecause you have to come in to have your photo-

announced in the budget this year are likely to yield ayraph taken.

additional $6.8 million per annum—$4.5 million for registra- Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | refer to the policy development

tion fee increases and the balance for drivers l'cenc%dvice and ministerial support output class. One of the

increases. ; ; ; ; .
Mr SNELLING: What was the revenue during 1997-98 Government’'s commitments during the last election stated:

from those same sources? legislative reforms will address penalties related to speeding and

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Receipts for the coming gﬂgls(e%ﬂ\gﬂgoﬁzlﬁ]ﬁgs'Sg{ﬂgg _%es"\;rﬁ)gr_lg%e_s for the second and

financial year are estimated to be $24.5 million from drivers’ L ,
licences and $170.48 million from motor vehicle registra-1nat was outlined in ‘Focus on transport’ at page 13 of the
tions. | will obtain the figures for this financial year. Governments election promises. Does the Government
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | refer to Budget Paper 4, intend to progress this policy commitment in 1998-99? What
Volume 2, page 6.18, which deals with the issue of drivers'S the budget estimate and what would be the new penalties
licences and regulatory services, driver/vehicle/passeng&FVisaged by the Minister?
compliance. The introduction of registration and licensing The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Work has not been done on the
arrangements in December 1997 involved a computer baségnalties as yet, but certainly it is intended to progress this as
system for the production of photographic licences. WhaPart of the national road safety strategy that all Ministers have
benefits have been provided to drivers and staff? Why has trfigned off on. It will be subject to debate in Parliament. |
Government introduced 10 year drivers’ licences? Camave signed off as part of the Australian Transport Con-
drivers still obtain a five year licence or a licence for a lesseférence consideration of this issue, as did all Ministers. | am
number of years? conscious that there are areas of democracy here and that we
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The 10 year licence is an 90 through thg process of endorsement by Cabinet, Party
option—people can seek to renew their licences from ong20m and Parliament.
year up to 10 years—which will be introduced next month. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: That was an election promise,
My driver’s licence was due to expire earlier this month ands0 why does it go through Cabinet?
when | tried to do it for 10 years | was told that it was only ~ The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: They may not like the
available from 15 June. So from 15 June—two days ago—penalties. If it is an election promise any legislation that
one could apply to renew a driver’s licence for up to 10 yearscomes to the Parliament must first go to Cabinet for endorse-
This has been introduced as a matter of choice for motorist®ient as a Government initiative. That election promise was

Mr Venning interjecting: made as a Liberal Party going to the people. It must be a

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There is a substantial benefit. Government commitment, otherwise it could be a private
I think it is $210 for a 10 year licence, after 1 July. member’s Bill. If it is in Liberal Party policy it should be

Mr VENNING: If you die in the middle of it, is it signed off and sealed by a Cabinet submission. Even your
refundable? Party, if ever in government, would insist on the same

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: If you die in the middle of it, ~processes of accountability. They would not let you run riot
yes, it is refundable—so you would have saved money iput would keep you accountable somehow.
terms of the administration fee but your estate would benefit. Mrs PENFOLD: | refer to budget paper No.4, volume 2,
We used to have standard photographic equipment for takingage 6.47. Will the Minister outline the funding projections
photographs which were then put on to the plastic disk for dor the widening and upgrading of the Lincoln Highway north
driver’s licence. The photograph was taken, processed arahd south of the township of Cowell?
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The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Transport SA has undertaken able to do better than the categories to which I have referred.
work in 1997-98 to widen some of the narrowest sectionsStreamlining those categories would help the police in
predominantly the worst curves to the north of Cowell. Theadministering the law, and our own officers, and it would
road shoulders are being widened and upgraded in these areastainly be far more satisfactory to primary producers.
in preparation for stabilising and sealing them next financial The CHAIRMAN: | thank the Minister. | share her
year. It is anticipated that shoulder works will commence inconcern, even more now that she has answered the question.
June 1998 with stabilising to follow in October 1998, and this| look forward to being in contact with her. | am aware of
will result in a total of nine kilometres of highway being some of the people involved, and | will have no hesitation in
widened. Transport SA has a program to complete thesing the other Chamber as the appropriate forum to say what
upgrading of the section of the Lincoln Highway over thel think should happen to them. | understand that Mr Atkinson
next four financial years finishing 2001-2. In 1998-99 it iswishes to put a number of questions on notice.
planned to invest $500 000 in the widening and sealing of the Mr ATKINSON: | refer to the policy development advice
section north of Cowell. The total estimated cost of theand ministerial support output class. In relation to all
project is $5 million, subject to available State funds. Fund@epartments and agencies for which the Minister has
of $500 000 have been made available for the next financigksponsibility, will the Minister:
year. 1. Provide a list of all boards; their terms of reference;

The CHAIRMAN: It has been brought to my attention names of board members and their terms of appointment,
that it appears that certain departmental inspectors and tlecluding those appointed by the Minister; and fees paid, if
police, either unwittingly or wittingly, are attempting to make any?
life as difficult as they possibly can for people involved in 2. List all committees with external membership and
transporting agricultural machinery or who are involved inprovide their terms of reference; names of committee
agriculture with spray units, and so on, by engaging in rathemembers and their terms of appointment, including those
unnecessary and pedantic activities. | took up one examplgppointed by the Minister; and fees paid, if any?
of which the Minister is aware on behalf of people who have  |n relation to all departments and agencies for which the
to have a lot of John Deere tractors transporting around thgtinister has responsibility, will she answer the following
country. The Minister indicated to me that the transporguestions:
operator had been given a caution. However, | have in front 1 | jst all consultancies let during 1997-98, indicating
of me a summons, which was due to be answered on 15 Juighether tenders or expressions of interest were called for
| have been contacted by the agency that engaged thissch consultancy; if not, why not; and the terms of reference
contractor who pointed out: and cost of each consultancy?

John Deere actual extensions, which are not removable, are 2. Which consultants submitted reports during 1997-98;
almost as wide as the tractor when fitted with dual rear wheels. \what was the date on which each report was received by the
If the decision that has already been taken by the departmef#tovernment; and was the report made public?
continues, it will drastically and unnecessarily increase the 3. What was the cost for the financial years 1996-97 and
cost of transporting this machinery. | find it difficult to 1997-98 of all services provided by EDS, including the costs
understand why these machines are classed as agricultugdl processing of data, installation and/or maintenance of
machines. They are for every other purpose. | raise the iss@luipment, including the cost of any new equipment either
not to be difficult, but because it is a very important issue. Ipurchased or leased to EDS; and all other payments related
have been through all the right processes and your office #® the Government's contract to outsource information
aware of the situation. There is a lot more | could say. | willtechnology to EDS?
leave it at that and look forward to the Minister's response. 4. During 1996-97 and 1998-99 have there been any

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | applaud your self-control in disputes with EDS concerning the availability level or
these circumstances, Sir, because if | were you, with thémeliness of services provided under the whole of Govern-
further information you have provided to me, | too would bement contract with EDS; and, if so, what were the details and
angry. | had been advised, and | alerted you accordingly, th&tow were they resolved?
the police had cautioned Mr Prestwood and had decided to 5. What are the names and titles of all executives with
take no further action. You clearly indicated, notwithstandingsalary and benefit packages exceeding an annual value of
that advice, that the police did decide to proceed, and it is 100 000; which executives have contracts which entitle them
matter that Mr Argent will take up with the Police Commis- to bonus payments; and what are all details of bonuses paid
sioner to get this sorted out. in 1997-98? .

We have not only this one case, which has clearly The CHAIRMAN: These are very similar to the ques-
highlighted some difficulties over the advice given to yourtions that the honourable member asked yesterday. I suggest
constituent from our area of permits and transport officerghat it would more appropriate if you had forwarded them to
generally, but also this difficulty with the police indicating the Minister. Then we would not have had to listen to them
whether they have cautioned or determined to prosecut€n & second occasion, which is somewhat repetitious.

With the South Australian Farmers Federation and others we Mr ATKINSON:  The Minister is hearing them for the
must work through the further issue of the definitions in thefirst time, Sir.

Act of ‘tractor’, ‘farm machine’ and ‘farm implement’. They =~ The CHAIRMAN: | am not hearing them for the first
vary according to whether they are self propelled, and this i§me.

a big issue in determining compulsory third party insurance, Mr ATKINSON: | continue:

conditional registration and a whole range of matters that 6. What are the names and titles of staff who have been
Parliament sought to address to the satisfaction of primarigsued or who have access to Government credit cards; for
producers last year or the year before. Difficulties continuavhat purpose was each of these cards issued; and what was
to arise from that exercise. It seems to me that we must bine expenditure on each card for 1997-987?
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7. What are the names and titles of all officers who have Mr ATKINSON: s it appropriate to have an opening
been issued with Government owned mobile telephones; whatatement, given that we have not changed budget lines?
arrangements apply for the payment of mobile telephone The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with another heading.
accounts; and what restrictions apply to the use of GovernA/e will not get pedantic. The Minister will say it one way or
ment mobile telephones for private purposes? another and we might as well get on with it.

8. What was the total number and cost of separation The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Only with your tolerance, Mr
packages finalised in the financial years 1994-95, 1995-9&;hairman. The Passenger Transport Board is continuing to
1996-97 and 1997-987? make significant improvements to South Australia’s passen-

9. What is the target number of staff separations in th@er transport services. The board is also continuing to play
1998-99 budget; how many TVSPs have been approved & key role in integrating these services and forging a new
the Commissioner for Public Employment for 1998-99; anddirection for passenger transport. The 1998-99 budget for the
what classifications of employee have been approved fdPassenger Transport Board in accrual terms amounts to
TVSPs in 1998-99? $239.9 million. During the coming financial year the board

10. How many vehicles by classification were hired inWill recommence a new round of competitive tendering for
each of the financial years 1996-97 and 1997-98; and whale provision of metropolitan public transport services. These
was the cost of vehicle hire and maintenance in each of thegew contracts will build on the service improvements that
financial years? have already been achieved. The contracting process has

The Olsen Liberal Government has on many occasionBrovided a real bonus for taxpayers. Under the Treasury's no
given explicit support— policy change methodology a net annual saving of

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The honourable member will $14.9 million has been achieved in the cost of providing
have to complete aéking thése questions later public transport. The total cumulative savings since 1994-95
Mr ATKINSON: There are two minutes to éo Sir have now reached $58.9 million. These savings have enabled

. - the Government to invest in improved services in the
. | - . . .
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Putting together this informa: metropolitan area, such as the fully accessible suburban link

tion may take considerably longer than the normal time forminibus service in the outer North-Eastern suburbs and the

answering Budget Estimates questions. So, inthe view of th8ty free services. In regional areas we have invested in new

Chair the Minister may have to answer them at a later dates:ervices in the Willunga/Aldinga area, for instance, and the
because it would .be unrgasonablfe to expect to stop trbeommunity bus networks across rural South Australia.
department to provide this information. In 1998-99 the PTB will complete a Ten Year Investment
Plan for public transport. This plan will capitalise on the
strengths of the current system, prioritise areas for new
investment and build better links with the road network. The
use of new technologies to improve customer information at
bus stops and stations and for ticketing purposes will be
explored as part of the investment plan. Patronage on
%etropolitan public transport is continuing to show signs of
) . recovery but month by month figures are patchy. Certainly,
.The (.:HAIRMAN' You are talking to someone who the dramatic declines under Labor are a thing of the past. The
prides himself on knowledge of the Constitution. incentives to improve services which are built into the
Mr ATKINSON: | thought you sat in the Government(ﬁcgard‘s contracts with TransAdelaide, Hills Transit and Serco
Party room. Perhaps you took my advice and, as Speaker, difhs encouraged all operators to be more customer focused,
not attend—given explicit support to Mr John Howard's planyyhich in turn is winning new customers and generating return
to introduce a goods and services tax. Has the Minister or any,siness. This effort is to be reinforced by the PTB in the
departments or agencies under her portfolio undertaken ¥bming year with the development of a much stronger focus
analysis of the impact of the introduction of the GST at the, the organisation on patronage issues.
likely rate of 10 per cent or at any other rate on the cost of 6 of the keys to attracting people back to public
delivering State Government goods and services? Secondlyansport is access to information. In the past year the
for each department and agency within her portfolio, by howsassenger Transport Information Centre has been upgraded
much will the cost of goods and services purchased increasg, q enlarged to make it more customer friendly. A new free,
on the likely GST rate of 10 per cent? By how much will the ;o mprehensive MetroGuide—and | think all members
cost of each service provided to the public need to rise (Paceived a copy for their electorate offices—to Adelaide’s
prevent an erosion of State Government revenue? They afgjic transport system has also been launched. The sum of

[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]

The CHAIRMAN: Will you complete your questions, Mr
Atkinson?

Mr ATKINSON: As you know, Mr Chairman, the Olsen
Liberal Government of which you are a member has on man
occasions—

questions on notice. , _ $294 000 will be provided from the Passenger Transport
The CHAIRMAN: We will now deal with the Passenger Research and Development Fund in the coming year to trial
Transport Board. small and medium sized bus stop information units at selected
. i suburban stations. The trail will be the biggest roll out of bus
Additional Departmental Advisers: stop information in Adelaide for nearly 15 years, since the
Mr Rod Payze, Chief Executive Officer. early 1980s.
Ms Heather Webster, Executive Director. Mr Atkinson interjecting:
Ms Diana Cleland, Deputy Executive Director. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Would you like to ask me a
Mr Greg Fenn, Manager, Budget Finance. question about that later? As the member is so enthusiastic,
Mr Barry Atwell, Managing Director. I put on record that | am as enthusiastic as the member for

Spence or that he is as enthusiastic as | am about this
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | wish to provide an opening initiative.
statement. Mr Atkinson interjecting:
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The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: But now hopefully you will  came to Government. It is still not on the increase overall, but
be able to get them at bus stops. Anyway, we want youthe decline has been stemmed.
feedback. South Australia has maintained its well deserved The Passenger Transport Board, its officers, the board and

reputation as the national leader in the provision of fullythe Government have decided that patronage will be a major
accessible passenger transport. The board won an Equgéue for focus for the board and for all contractors over the
Opportunity Award this financial year for the design of thecoming year. I will highlight some of the initiatives that will
large bus stop information units being introduced— be undertaken. A six point plan has been developed, because
Mr ATKINSON: Despite what the Lord Mayor said.  we know that we can and must do better in making more and
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Lord Mayor was wrong  more people perceive public transport as being more relevant.
and, despite her objections, we are proceeding. We are also ope pig issue for us is to reduce fare evasion. | trust that,

extending that work to the suburbs as | mentioned. A NneWyhen the honourable member uses public transport, he
Passenger Transport Board— validates his ticket. That is critical, because we cannot
Mr Atkinson interjecting: . . ascertain whether someone uses public transport unless they
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | did not think you liked North  5jiqate their ticket. Of course, fare evaders do not validate
Adelaide. Why would you want to see anything go to Northiheir ticket, so we do not know that they are on board. That
Adelaide? | thought you had a complex— is important in designing the service. We want not only the
Mr Atkinson interjecting: . revenue but also the statistical information so that we can
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You have paranoia about pan the growth of better services in the future. The member
North Adelaide. The new Passenger Transport Board contragi; spence will be pleased to learn that, as part of this new
for the Access Cabs booking service has cut average waiting, 4teqy. all passenger service attendants will have delegated
times, allowing customers to be more certain about taxhoyers to check tickets. At present, only the more senior
arrival times. Under other moves to improve the aCCESSIbIh%assenger service attendants are able to do that, but all of
of passenger transport, a further 50 fully accessible comyen il be able to do so under the new six point plan. That
pressed natural gas buses will be introduced into servicgss peen a bit of a breakthrough. Members who have been
during the coming financial year bringing the total numberg 4 ,,nd for as long as the member for Spence and | would
in the metropolitan fleet to 157. Adelaide now has more bugnaw that the union movement was reluctant to see this
route services exclusively operated by fully accessible busggsponsibility given other than to inspectors. Now it has come
than any other city in Australia. to see that inspectors, too, need this help, and it is important

In terms of taxis—and | appreciate there will be questiong,, the image of public transport overall that we have regard
on this matter shortly—taxi driver and taxi customer safetyq, e system, with people validating.

have remained a top priority for the Passenger Transport . L . . -
Board and the taxi industry. In another Australian first, thebuslnsirr?ﬁfgl;r'nrg%?r:/ ;r}grgr;fir;r:]%ulorrrl],;v eb\glgkgg ?c:cggjk;ggr’ate
taxi safety task force, which is elected directly by the taxi h P | With 9 d ; may b he desi f
industry and which is funded by the State Government, i$" t10S€ later. With regard to improving the design o
. o : ' _Services, we are focussing on people travelling in the inter-
now identifying how funds raised from the safety levy on eak period between 9 am. and 3 p.m. There is capacit
Adelaide taxi fares have been and should be spent. Meat}- P . e p.m. pacity
ere. We want to fill that capacity. While there has been an

mgii’trjtﬁg\c/j:?;n;i?l Jgg tg'fe fggﬁ&g?g d%ﬁi?leeng:r; r\éi?\'i?bncrease in fares, we have not increased the inter-peak period
interest. | welcome questions. at all. That has been frozen, because that is part of the

Mr SNELLING: An identified target n the budget paper strategy to get more people to travel in the period between the

is ‘to promote improved patronage on passengertransportgeaks' We might have a seven point plan, if we use the
| refer the Committee to the following public transport member for Spence as one.of the a_rms of our strategy!
patronage figures from the latest PTB 1996-97 annual report; AN honourable member interjecting:
bus patronage decreased by 1.8 per cent; train decreased byThe Hon. Diana Laidlaw: If you had listened, you would
1.3 per cent; regular fare decreased by 2 per cent; concessihow that the inter-peak period is frozen. So, if you have 53¢,
fare decreased by 1.5 per cent; and, finally—and this is théat is what you keep. We will be further promoting public
only positive figure—tram patronage increased by .1 per centfansport, highlighting the environmental impacts of the
which is probably due to its tourism factor. What are themotor vehicle developing a customer loyalty program—and
1997-98 patronage results? What is the forecast for théie member for Spence might be part of that, too—develop-
1998-99 figures for each of these services? Given that tHeg timetable displays at selected ticket outlets, improving
7 per cent fare increase represents an average increase, witdtastructure—and | mentioned earlier the ten point infra-
is the total range of increases? structure plan—and improving education such as safe track
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | may have to provide the full  rail safety programs.
figures later, as | am not sure whether | have the full year’s There will always be a reaction to any price increase. We
figures here. | mentioned in my opening statement that thegiccept that. However, it is important to know that we are,
are patchy on a month by month basis. They fell in Januarpevertheless, countering in a big way the issue of patronage
by 1.6 per cent compared to the same month the previowand fare evasion using education and the like. Just for the
year. They increased by 2.3 per cent in February. For theecord, | would just like to highlight that fares in Adelaide
March quarter overall, there was an increase in the numbenake the lowest contribution to the cost of providing a
of journeys to 10.9 million compared to 10.6 million for the service compared to 32 OECD countries that have been
same quarter the previous year. April figures are down, angurveyed in this regard. On rail, we have an average cost per
I do not think that we have collated May figures yet. It isboarding of $5.97; for buses, $2.67; and for trams, $3.49. So
patchy on a month by month basis. As | highlighted in mythe average ticket price per boarding is under 80¢. It is a
statement, essentially we have stemmed the sharp declinelieavily subsidised system, notwithstanding the increase of
overall patronage that was prevalent in the years before whres.
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The Multitrip ticket still provides the most generous  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is a serious problem, and |
discount in Australia, and we have provided the best value ihave highlighted it briefly, but perhaps | can provide a few
Australia, notwithstanding the price going up. With anmore details for the benefit of the honourable member and the
operating subsidy plus the 50 per cent concession fare—i@ommittee as a whole. Generally, fare evasion is seen as an
addition to what we are asking people who use the service tigsue for the operator—TransAdelaide, Serco and Hills
pay—the cost to taxpayers will be $202 million in the currentTransit—because their current contracts include an incentive
financial year. to win passengers by being paid according to the number of

Mr SNELLING: What has happened to patronage onpassengers. Never has this happened before. | thought this
those routes that have been contracted out? | refer particulatyould be a sufficient incentive for an operator to be diligent
to Serco. If there has been an increase in patronage, to whggarding fare evasion. We are now making sure that the
extent has that been caused by shifts by existing publiPassenger Transport Board itself plays a key role in this issue.
transport users: for instance, passengers shifting from traifgnce Ms Webster has taken up the position of Executive
to Serco bus routes? Director, the board has begun to look at a whole range of

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am not sure whether we can 1SSUes, and $75 000 has been applied by the board. The board

ascertain that information, because we use an integratdgl /S0 working with the other operators as they focus on—
ticketing system and not separate ticketing systems for trains Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

or buses. We have an integrated system across public The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am happy to answer that
transport irrespective of mode. | could make inquiries abouguestion when | finish with the issue of fare evasion. Perhaps
that, but | doubt whether we would be able to distinguishthe honourable member could listen to this important issue.
between them unless we surveyed customers. | am told thhhe operators are being asked to focus fully on this. Passen-
the patterns for both rail and bus have been remarkablg€r service attendants, who sometimes do other responsible
similar both before and after the introduction of Serco. Work within TransAdelaide, will not do that but will fully
understand that the patronage of Serco and Hills Transit #cus on fare evasion over a nine week period (including

increasing, although we have had some problems witieekends). Over a nine day cycle, every train will be fully
contracts with TransAdelaide. staffed to do a saturation ticket check, and we will carry out

Mr VENNING: What is the State Government doing to customer surveys on this issue before and after those

improve links between passenger transport and tourism ifturation checks. That will not only be beneficial in terms
regional South Australia? of boosting revenue but it will be important to drivers because

. . . they get very angry when people do not respect the system
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This is important, becaus_e n:;nd pay their fair share of the cost of running public trans-
. ) . ort, and paying passengers become highly irritated when
contractors but recognises that it must also work with countr hey see others cheating the system.

bus services. We believe there is enormous potential to do Regarding the unsolicited question about Ms Webster
much more to help country bus services to help themselvg\%r Payze was on the interviewing panel. A number of people.

and the community by promoting those services for th : A
benefit of tourism. The Passenger Transport Board (throug\gfgéﬁi'onrfegggv\\;vz% V\{/\Q;Eirr]]g/l\?vi\t?‘/ergztggc_hose to apply for the

Di Cleland and her officers) has been working with the ) " .
Tourism Commission to jointly fund a $30 000 promotional Mr KOUTSANTON!S' Ir‘ your polltlcgl 9ff|c§? !
campaign in the Flinders Ranges to encourage backpacker?]The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, in my ministerial office.

and students to visit the Flinders Ranges by bus. | will asko"'€ applied for the job. | think Mr Payze chaired the panel
Ms Cleland how long it will be before this initiative is for this public sector position, but | do not think it does credit

assessed and potentially spread elsewhere. to any member of the Opposition to suggest that this was a
Ms Cleland: It is proposed to start very soon. The political appointment and that it was not won on merit.

preliminary work has already been done regarding ou The.t(t:HAthMf.N:. %rder! ltt is nothther?urlp:jose of trf:_ish
involvement with the Tourism Commission. We are currently ommittee to sit In judgment on who should win whic

discussing with the operator in the contracted area ways tgosition. I do.not thinkit is particularly edifying.or dignified',
involve local operators in expressions of interest. Th nd | do notintend to allow any further questions regarding

program will be promoted around Australia and overseas i atmatter. . . .

conjunction with the Tourism Commission. In addition, ithas "€ Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It was won on merit, and that
become evident from Tourism Commission data thatVill 0€ seen. .

European tourists are now coming to Australia via Darwin 1h€ CHAIRMAN: The Chair accepts that. _

and Alice Springs. So, we believe there is a good catch net Mr KOUTSANTONIS: The Government's tax hikes
to include local operators in that area of the market in théave hurt all South Australians. However, they have hurt taxi
North. If the Tourism Commission and the Passengeflfivers especially—

Transport Board agree that this pilot program should be set The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: They're part of the Labor
up, and if it is successful, it will be extended to other areasParty’s debt.

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | am interested in the point _ MrKOUTSANTONIS: We are not discussing the Labor
raised by the Minister in her opening remarks about faré’arty’s debt; we are discussing the budget. | was 17 at the
evasion and the associated cost. In the balance statement®f€, but that's another issue.
cash flows in the Budget Papers the payments figure is An honourable member interjecting:
$238 million whereas receipts are just over $82 million. Will  The CHAIRMAN: Order! We do not need interjections
the Minister explain whether this fare evasion issue has beeteross the Chamber. The member for Peake will ask his
identified as a serious problem in dollar terms and say whaguestion.
specific actions are planned to improve those receipts and fix Mr KOUTSANTONIS: |welcome your protection, Sir.
the problem? An honourable member interjecting:
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Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Well, they have no protection The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is not a matter of who is in
from this Government, Mr Chairman. However, that especialeharge, whether the Treasurer or me, but | am indicating that
ly hurt taxi drivers with an increase of 113.2 per cent inthe law provides that for any taxi fare increase there must be
compulsory third party premiums. The actual costs have gonen application made to the Passenger Transport Board by the
up from $912 to $1 944, an increase of over $1 000 pemndustry, not by me. | am meeting in 10 days with the
annum—enough to drive any small business to the wall. Theepresentatives that | met with yesterday. We are looking at
Party which bases its foundation on small business has juat combination of issues—possibly some fare application,
increased it by $1 000 and the impact of this increase, not tpossibly some public relations issue, certainly offsetting
mention the increase in registration cost, is twofold: there willcosts—and the industry is pleased to work with me to address
be fewer taxis on the road, which means service delivery wilthose issues. | highlight in the meantime that the increase
suffer and, secondly, taxis will have no choice but to pass oreflects the high accident—
the cost to consumers—as the Treasurer pointed out to SATA Mr Atkinson interjecting:
and Adelaide Independent Taxis when the Minister refused The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | promised nothing in terms
to turn up to a meeting with some taxi drivers, probablyof CTP—
because she did not want to cop flak from the taxi drivers.  Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

Is it the Government's intention to support an application  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Well, it is interesting that you
by the taxi industry for a full flow-on of the CTP premium say that because the taxi industry said this was not discussed.
increases and the registration increases, possibly resultinglifave never discussed the CTP issues in percentage terms
an 8 per centto 10 per cent increase in taxi fares to consurmith the taxi industry and the taxi industry will confirm that.
ers and, if not, why not? Further, 1 would like to highlight that the figure of 50 per cent

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | did not refuse to turn up at comes from the Third Party Premiums Committee which
the meeting: | was unable to go to the meeting. | have spokestiggested what it would see as a desirable guide for the
with representatives of the taxi industry over the telephonéncrease of any fare at any time. It is a guide: it is not
and | met with SATA representatives and with other companygomething with which | am associated or about which I have
representatives yesterday. | am not sure where the memb@@de statements. For 2%z or three years | have been highlight-
for Peake is getting information from, but certainly theing to representatives of the taxi industry that their high
discussions yesterday with representatives of the taxi industccident rate and the—
and representatives of the company— Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Who? The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Itis 11 per cent more than the

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Representatives from SATA restofthe community. Inrelation to CTP increases, we must
and Adelaide Independent are two. consider whether the rest of the motoring public subsidises

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: the taxi industry. We either ask the rest of the motorists to

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am just saying what was subsidise the taxi industry—as they have been doing for

discussed yesterday. | do not need to go through my discu§any yeak:s—or we 35'< t?ﬁ LaX| |ndu.st.ry as a professional
sions, but ' will if you wish me to. The honourable membergrc"\ljlplgl t te cotmr.nu'm;[y w 't.c Wwe anticipate—

says that there is no choice but to pass the costs on. Many of Tr:e glér?ag_onlslin _3Tjec.|r|19. . g th .
the taxi drivers who speak to me are very conscious of price _ ' - blana Laidiaw: T .am not accusing them o
impact on patronage. There has been no application at th@ythmg' | am just reflecting—

. . 7 Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
time for an mcrea'se.and.un(.jer.the passenger transport The CHAIRMAN: Order! | call the member for Peake
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

i to order. He has had more than a fair go. If he wants to get on
The CHAIRMAN: Order! I warn the member for Peake (o e\isjon tonight, that is entirely up to him. If he wants to be
for the second time. on the cameras, wants to be lead line, first up, he can continue
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Treasurer may say what a5 he is and that is where he will end up. Itis entirely in your
he wishes. | am highlighting that under the Passeng&fands, but the member is now off the list for at least 20
Transport Act an application has to be made for any increasginutes because he has had more than a fair go.
in fare to the Passenger Transport Board. The honourable The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Mr Chairman, | want to
member was not in this Parliament when it went through _buﬁighlight that | was not reflecting on drivers: | am reflecting
that is the law, and no application has been made. Certainlyy the accident record which is presented for all to see. It is
the industry would not see an 8 per cent to 10 per ceny matter of whether the rest of the drivers in the community
increase was necessary even if an application was made @ntinue to subsidise the taxi industry or heavy vehicles or
terms of the CTP increases. Secondly— any other part of the industry. The taxi industry knows that
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: the accident rate must come down. It is looking at accredited
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Well, you have just said that courses and looking at working with SGIC and MAC on a
they have no choice. You have asked when the applicatioghole range of initiatives, including comprehensive insurance
was made: there has been no application. What | havigsues. While this is highly uncomfortable for the industry,
indicated— and not easy for Government or me, | would highlight the fact
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: that it has focused attention on the industry which we were
The CHAIRMAN: | urge the honourable member to take not able to do over the past few years, notwithstanding the
heed of what | said. He will get the next question. But this isfact that both MAC and the Third Party Premiums Committee
avery quiet and sensitive Committee which has been servdthd recommended increases but the Government at that stage
very well. | want to continue but | will not turn this into had not acted on that advice.
unnecessary chatter between the Minister and members, one Mr ATKINSON: In April 1997 a meeting was held
trying to talk over the other, because the Committee will nobetween the taxi industry and the Motor Accident Commis-
be in session. The Minister. sion regarding taxi accident rates. At the time there was
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discussion about the possibility of a 40 per cent to 50 per cemtassenger networks. These are demand responsive, flexible
increase on insurance premiums. However, there were nwetworks and are particularly of assistance to the frail, the
subsequent discussions or consultations with the cab industgged, isolated women, young people, those on low incomes

Mr Koutsantonis: None. and people without access to a car. In the Port Pirie region,

Mr ATKINSON: As the member for Peake says, none.on Eyre Peninsula, Yorke Peninsula and Kangaroo Island,
Later that year, in July 1997 the South Australian Cabinetind in the Adelaide Hills, new networks will be developed in
rejected a recommendation by the Third Party Premiumthe coming year, so you may wish to do more to get some
Committee for an 8.2 per cent general increase. Instead, thpaiblicity for that fact.

Government chose an increase of 5 per cent. That is less than The Passenger Transport Board has provided $3 600 to do
ayear ago. Why has there been no consultation with the cab feasibility study to introduce a community passenger
industry on the increase to compulsory third party insurancejetwork on Kangaroo Island; and a further $4 000 will be
and how did the Government calculate the increases tprovided for Yorke Peninsula. In the meantime, the board and
compulsory third party insurance when the Motor AccidentHACC have set up networks in the Barossa Valley, Victor
Commission flagged increases of only 40 percent tddarbor and the Goolwa region, Murray-Mallee, the South-
50 per cent roughly a year ago. Why is it 113 per cent lesgast, the Mid North, the Riverland and the Willunga Basin.
than a year later? | am particularly pleased at the way in which the Women’s

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Because it's the recommenda- Advisory Council is working with the Passenger Transport
tion of the independent Third Party Premiums Committee.Board in this area. Its community consultations have

Mr ATKINSON: And the remainder of the questions: confirmed the needs of women to transport access with a
why didn’t you consult it? rationalisation of services and ageing populations in country

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It's not for me to consult. The towns. Also, the Women’s Advisory Council this year will
independent committee is made up of representatives of th#e producing a guide for community groups—councils and
transport industry and is headed by a lawyer and has actuariaWwhole range of people—as to how to go about establishing
advice. It meets now as it did when the Labor Party was irsuch a service and working with the Passenger Transport
government. This independent committee looks at thesBoard and others to gain funds for trial studies and ongoing
issues and takes advice. As | said, it has a guide— business.

Mr ATKINSON: There was an 8 per cent increase last Mr VENNING: | am a country person; | use the buses,
year, and you knocked that one off—when an election wabut not very much, and | would like to use them a lot more.
coming up. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You use the Bluebird passen-

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Well, | am saying thatitisan ger rail service, though.
independent committee. As | am required to do under the Act, Mr VENNING: | certainly do. | do not know where buses
| table the determinations of the Third Party Premiumsgo nor the times they leave, and | want to know what is being
Committee. So, what it determines and what the Governmemtone to improve timetable information at metropolitan bus
announces is all before the Parliament. stops. Will that information be in a form so that people like

An honourable member interjecting: me can understand it?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Because we were working The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: A map of all the routes in
with the industry to advance these issues. As the honourabt®untry areas will be ready for publication in about two or
member would know, work through the Tax Industry three weeks. Never before have we had such a comprehensive
Advisory Panel (TIAP) has been undertaken on some studieguide of services in country areas. This follows the metro-
with the University of Adelaide, and further work is being politan guide, which was produced this past year—and | say
done there. In the meantime, | think the Motor Accidentagain that never has there been such a guide of services
Commission would acknowledge that it could have beeracross the metropolitan area.
working more closely with the industry, but that is an issue In addition, | have been pleased to announce that $295 000
which you can take up with the Treasurer and the Motomill be spent by the Passenger Transport Board during the

Accident Commission. They do not report to me. coming financial year to install 250 smaller information units
Mr ATKINSON: You're just a member of the atbus stops. Initially this will be in the inner south area on a
Government! trial basis, and | think they will embrace the member for

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: But the Motor Accident Waite's electorate.

Commission does not report to me, just as it would not have We believe that there is enormous room to increase
reported to Barbara Wiese or Frank Blevins when they wer@nterpeak travel. As | said earlier, we have frozen interpeak
Minister. fares and we are focusing on that because research shows that

Mr ATKINSON: So it's someone else’s problem? that is an area where we could generate business. It is

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, | have met with the importantin terms of generating new business and building
industry and | am working with it. | am keen to support thempatronage that people have access to information, not only
and they know that. where the bus goes but also the time at which buses will

Mrs PENFOLD: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2. arrive at that stop. At the moment only 2 per cent of our 7 000
The Minister would be aware of the reduction in Statelinebus stops in the metropolitan area have any information at all
services on Eyre Peninsula affecting particularly the elderlpther than just the destination. If they are lucky, some will
and students. In the light of this, can the Minister advise whahave the destination and others will simply have just the ‘Hail
the State Government is doing to improve communityBus Here’ sign, and you would not have a clue where it was
transport in regional South Australia? going or when.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: With the assistance of funding This information should make it much easier for the
from the Home and Community Care scheme the Passengeonourable member to be a more frequent user of public
Transport Board will be spending $295 000 in the comingtransport. We want to win you over to public transport as we
financial year for the development of more communitybuild the business generally. If this trial works extraordinarily
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well, as | am quietly confident it will (and we will be looking Mrs PENFOLD: | refer to the budget paper 4, volume 2,
for feedback), we will see these information signs spreaghage 6.53. What is being done to reduce waiting times for
throughout the metropolitan area. people who use Access Cabs?

Mr VENNING: ltis easy to understand the signs onthe The Hon. Diana Laidlaw:; This was the PTB with its
Underground in London. | know that you have attempted taontract with the old specialised taxi service with the working
do that. Itis becoming similar but could more work be donename ‘Access Cabs'. The waiting time was about 30 minutes.
on making the diagrams simpler to understand? | understand that since the Passenger Transport Board has

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That will be happening shortly called for tenders and let the contract to the Yellow Cabs
on the trains, where we will have a stylised map of the railgroup the average waiting time has fallen to 17 minutes. | am
system so that people can see where the next station is or h@airticularly pleased that all the Access Cabs have global
many stops it is until the station where they get off. We dopositioning systems, which is a first in Australia, so they are
not have such a map now but that will soon be installed irparticularly safe in that regard. For taxis overall in South
railcars. It must be easier to be able to use it than it is nowAustralia, 97 per cent have global positioning systems, which

Mr SNELLING: | refer to the outputs operating state- is unheard of in other States. In terms of catching a taxi, it is
ment. In relation to legal consultants engaged by the PTBgertainly much safer in this State than elsewhere and it should
will the Minister provide details on, first, how much the PTB be a promotional point for the taxi industry.
has spent on legal consultants for 1996-97 and 1997-98 and Another first in Australia is the Internet booking service.

on the estimate for 1998-997? In 1997-98 how many legalinder the old Access Cabs booking system we did not have
consultants were engaged by the PTB for specific projectsfe computerised dispatch system. There are two new free
Can she provide details of these projects including the termgooking services: the VIP service (the personalised service
of reference, the name of the consultants and how much eaghat reduces booking times to a few seconds) and the easy cab
consultant was paid? For 1997-98 how many legal consukwhich automatically recognises a regular customer’s call).
tants, including firms, were engaged on a retainer basis s difficult for some people with speech impediments to be
provide advice to the PTB and how much was each consultagble to ring and provide all the information. This easy call

or firm paid? recognises their voices and they can press numbers or say one

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will bring back the replies.  word and it will immediately register if they are at home or

Mr SNELLING: I refer to outsourcing public transport. elsewhere and the taxi will be dispatched to that place. What
Are subsidies paid to Serco to operate specialised peak being provided for people with a range of disabilities,
services? _ _ including people with hearing difficulties, is stunning.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: What do you mean by s Cleland: The TTP system is in place, which means
‘specialised peak services? Do you mean the bullet or th?ou can access through the system without having to use
express? verbal communication.

Mr SNELLING: Yes. n _ Mr ATKINSON: A rail link to Football Park at West

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, itis part of its contract. | ayes hranching off the Grange line at Albert Park—the line

Mr SNELLING: And s it paid a subsidy to run those? e winister is closing for the golf tournament—was also

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There is not a fully commer- - nn6nced during the election. However, it fails to appear in

cial service operating in Adelaide. Even the Football Parkpe Government’s budget targets for 1998-99. Have consul-
service for $5 a ticket does not cover the cost, and itis MoOrg; s heen engaged? If so, who are they and what is the
popular than others. Just like TransAdelaide with its transik.cimated cost of such a raii link?

link services, Serco with its bullet service puts in a cost for
the mileage and the basic cost of operation. It gets paid o,
that basis, if its tender was successful, as it was for Serco in R .
the outer north. It also gets paid on the basis of patronage. Mr ATKINS.ON' It.'s a good |dga.

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | was pleased to hear the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | want it to work, but we must
Minister mention the district of Waite in the southern 9€tthe brieforganised for the consultants. I had forgotten that
suburbs. We have the Belair line and a range of major buglr Payze is a Commissioner of the South Australian National
routes through the Mitcham area. | am interested in the State®0toa@ll League. | should start lobbying him about this

Government's plans to improve passenger transport foservice. I have spoken to Mr Whicker and others about the

people living south of Adelaide. Will the Minister elaborate dministration of the National Football League and they are
on that? keen to see .th|s work done, as are the people at the West
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: In terms of capital works, it -@kes shopping centre.
is probably a TransAdelaide issue because it operates the rail Mr ATKINSON:  The Minister ought to see the way that
service. The program overall for TransAdelaide is $900 oodrains in Melbourne take huge crowds away from Flemington
for railway station upgrades in 1998-99. The allocation fof@cecourse on Melbourne Cup day. Itis just magnificent.
the Gawler line is $400 000. For Keswick, upgrading of ~The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Does it just go to Flemington
lighting will cost $75 000; for Unley Park a new ramp and back?
crossing to the platform at the Belair end will cost $30 000; Mr ATKINSON: No; it comes off the main line at
the Unley Park upgrading of lighting will cost $30 000; the Kensington, goes to Melbourne Showgrounds and then to
Monalta shelter upgrade will cost $60 000; for Mitcham Flemington racecourse.
upgrading of lighting the cost will be $50 000; and for Pinera  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: One of the greatest frustrations
$100 000 has been allocated. Therefore, $345 000 is plann@d operating the train system in Adelaide, whether it be at
to be spent on the Belair line in the coming year on railwayAdelaide railway station or elsewhere, is that it does not run
station upgrades. There is greater expenditure on capitéirough. For instance, trains have to reverse back over the
programs overall—$13.2 million is the capital programsame lines, and that means that you can run only half the
overall, including equipment purchases. services you would wish to run because you cannot run the

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Mr Payze has just confirmed
at a brief for the consultants is being prepared right now.
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through services. | was wondering if it worked like that atMinister that that is its preferred option, which it would be
Flemington. prepared to accept.
Mr Venning interjecting: The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yesterday they said to me that

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, it would not be a through they had been anticipating a 50 per cent increase and that they
service but a loop. Most of that can be negotiated, but theould live with that.
SANFL believes that land could be made available for the MrKOUTSANTONIS: That was in discussions with
service. | will have to brief Mr Payze on some of the lobbyingyou?
he should do. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No; | want to place on record

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: On page 4.49 the ‘Portfolio _again that | have_ not discus_sed with them a 50 per cent
Statements’ refers to compulsory third party insurancdncrease: I have discussed with—
premiums payable by taxis. Is the Minister prepared to Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: '
recommend to Cabinet a decrease in CTP insurance pre- 1he Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It comes through the Third
miums for 1998-99 if the South Australian Taxi Association Party Premiums Committee, which | indicated uses this as a
(SATA) and the Motor Accident Commission work coopera-guide and through the MAC. | have alerted but not provided
tively to reduce the taxi accident rate? Will the Minister @ figure to the taxi industry representatives. | have alerted
decrease future CTP insurance premiums for taxis if the tahem. and that is why the PTB has found the funds to do this
industry demonstrates a reduced accident rate? study through TIAP.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Treasurer takes those ~Members interjecting: .
submissions to Cabinet, and | am sure he would do so if the . 1he Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We talked aboutit. I have been

accident rate came down. In fact, we discussed this yesterd&/king about it with individual company representatives for
in the meetings | had with the taxi people. Of course that”2 OF three years. | have said that to the shadow spokes-

would occur, because the premiums are based on the accid@&SOn on transport in this place; we have talked about it with
rate. So, if the accident rate comes down of course we woulf2'ous companies for 22 gnd three years. | know that it has
be looking at reduced premiums. een discussed on the Taxi Industry Advisory Panel (TIAP),

. ; because it made an application to the PTB to fund a study. It
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: There was an increase and you l,lnded a study, which came out in October 1997, so this issue

knocked it back and a year later you had a 113 per cej? been around for some time. This studv would have been
increase. It looks as though you were electioneering that ye as been around for some time. 1his study would have bee
&ommlssmned early in 1997, which means that the issue

You did not give them an 8 per cent increase, it blew out an . .
you have raised it to 113 per cent, because you were eIectioW-OUId have been before the Taxi Industry Advisory Panel for

eering. In 1997 you had an election coming on. You knocke ubmissions to be made to the Pass?ng.er Transport Board in
it back then. 996, so the issue has been around; it is not new.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You may say what you wish; Mr VENNING: | refer to Budget Papers, Volume 2,

| can onl .indicate the fa(':t that tr):is é an ir){de endén ages 6.49 and 6.50. We are all aware of occasions where
only ; p urists have come into South Australia by air or train; they

committee that makes the recommendations to Governme ave lobbed in and do not know what to do, where to go or

The Treasurer tOOk. the submission lo Cabinet, and it Wazow to get there. It happens often. As a member representing

based on the actuarial results. In previous years they have MOt urism destination | am often asked. ‘How do | get there

recommended that figure. They did not recommend it t.hr?snd where do | pick it up?’ What is thé State Government

years out from the election, so you can hardly say it e ing to improve the links between passenger transport and

electioneering, because now there have been further actuargs rism in regional South Australia?

studies. When considering the budget imposts on motorists )

. . . ; The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | answered a very similar
?heengtri? g)r/’i n? Sglsr':setozar?w(t)?o?ies ?Isdit\:\éne;geréagt?g;msgggﬂ uestion about the Flinders Ranges earlier in this session so,

. ; L . rather than use up more of the time of the Committee, can |
ask motorists to continue to subsidise taxis or to say to taxis ¢, you to that question and answer?

that their premiums have been subsidised for many years by Mr VENNING: | refer to the public works program. |

general motorists. This_ is something that you as a IC)rOfESSiO'r"fote that this year a lot of money is being spent on east-west

al group must be 5“"‘”'”9 to a;)ddrlessl. d 1 think th roads in the Mid North of the State. | particularly notice the
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: Absolutely, an . | think that  ention of a section running east from Snowtown to Magpie

people should be prepared to accept that; that is why they o ner at a total expenditure of $1.1 million. This road has

are— _ . been long talked about. Is this east-west program an obvious

The CHAIRMAN: The member is now asking another strategy of the department? Itis a very good strategy and has
question. o ] been a long time coming.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: May |, Sir, with your indul- The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Have you returned to road
gence? transport, not passenger transport?

The CHAIRMAN: You may. The CHAIRMAN: | suggest the honourable member pay

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | accept what you are saying attention to the lines before the Committee. We are now
from what | have been told by them; that is why | believediscussing the Passenger Transport Board. Are there any
they have made approaches to you to have this increa$erther questions on the Passenger Transport Board?
extended over a three year period. From my reading of the Mr ATKINSON: A key election commitment by the
budget, for the past 20 or 30 years the taxi industry accidertlinister was yet another feasibility study in relation to the
rate has been subsidised by other motorists, and all of extension of the tramline north of Victoria Square. | am
sudden in 1998-99 the industry has been asked to meet tivgerested in this because when | was in Sydney recently |
full costs. Would it not be more prudent for the Governmentoticed a tram running from Central Railway Station in
to introduce that increase over a period of time rather than afydney through Darling Harbor to Wentworth Park via
at once? | believe that the taxi industry has already told th®yrmont. A tramline is running through Sydney’s city streets.
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At what stage is the Adelaide study and what is the cost fo€rouzet. There is pressure on us in terms of meeting the

1998-997? deadline for the millennium bug and making sure that it is not
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is also being scoped as going to be a huge problem for us in operating the Crouzet

part of the 10 year investment strategy that we are preparingystem.

It willinclude the Glenelg line and any new trams. It includes

the West Lakes rail initiative and cost benefit study, the The CHAIRMAN: That completes our examination of

Southern O’Bahn, and the investment strategy, and we willhe Passenger Transport Board.

also be looking at the new technologies for demand respon-

sive services because in many of the bigger centres and TransAdelaide, $5 908 000

interchanges we should be looking at how we use new ) ]

technology so that people can press a button or whatever and The Hon. Diana Leydlaw: For some reason | have Ic_)st

find out when the bus is actually coming. We can have éh'e TransAdelaide C.hlef Executive Offl_cer, o) the_ committee

timetable at a bus stop or train station but people do not knoWill have to put up with me and the Chief Executive Officer

when the bus or train is coming, notwithstanding the informa®f the department. The capital works budget for Trans-

tion showing when they are expected. We can use thédel_a|de is $13.2 mllllon. TransAdelaide is operating as a

technologies very cleverly and, in terms of South AustralisS€ction B non-commercial agency and, therefore, the budget

trying to be a creative State in information technology, wednd financial information for TransAdelaide will now be

our interests in that field. | am also keen to see bus sheltefgSue because the member for Spence raised itin terms of the

and railway stations generally done up. information in the budget for the forthcoming year concern-
Mr ATKINSON: We are talking about extending the iNg TransAdelaide in previous years. Barry Atwell, Manager,
tramline from Victoria Square. Corporate Affairs, has provided me with this information. On
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is one of the matters being Pages 356 and 357 of the Program Estimates and Information
scoped. documents tabled as part of the 1997-98 budget documenta-
Mr ATKINSON: On the Bob Francis show people ask tion the following financial information was provided for
me when it is happening. TransAdelaide under the program titles:
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am just saying it is being 1. Public Transport, Services.
prepared for the consultancy as one part of the 10 year 2. Support Service.
investment plan. The figures were broken down into recurrent and capital

Mr ATKINSON: When will we know what is happening? expenditure and recurrent and capital receipts. In the 1998-99

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have said in my opening budget papers the level of disclosure is consistent with other
statement that this is the focus project for the PTB tdGovernment businesses. The Estimates Statement Budget
complete this year for the 10 year investment plan. When yoRaper 3 contains the following financial information in
are talking to Bob Francis or anyone else, you can let therrelation to TransAdelaide: purchase of outputs, page 21;
know, if you wish, that the 10 year plan includes all thesedividends, page 82; wholesale sales tax equivalent, page 82;
parts plus more than was in the policy. They are all part of th@perating surplus, page 198. In addition, Budget Paper No.
investment plan. In terms of expending money, our assets i contains the details of TransAdelaide’s level of capital
public transport infrastructure amount to $1.1 billion and theyexpenditure and details of the major capital projects being
must all be replaced periodically. We have to work out whaundertaken by TransAdelaide. Both sets of financial informa-
we invest in, how we invest in it and what priority should tion have been prepared on an accrual basis. That should help
apply and that work has never been done. clear up the issue.

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH:  The Minister is starting to TransAdelaide has continued to consolidate its position as
talk about the future vision for the portfolio. | notice that in a major provider of public transport in the metropolitan area.
1997 the Government indicated there was a 10 year plan fd¥ith renewed focus on the individual customers’ varying
investment in the transport system. Can the Minister explaineeds, TransAdelaide has established a benchmark of high
what progress has been made in that area? quality passenger transport services in Adelaide. Since the

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have outlined a number of commencement of competitive tendering 3% years ago,
issues. | refer to the West Lakes rail, the Southern O’'BahidransAdelaide has actively pursued a range of initiatives to
issues, the tramway and demand response services becaimsprove efficiency and service. This has enabled Trans-
I am very interested to see what we do with the CrouzeAdelaide to maintain a competitive market position in the
ticketing system in terms of looking forward. In some lead up to the next round of tenders in 1999, in addition to
respects it is still the state of the art ticketing system becausgchieving a real cost reduction of around $20 million over the
it is a magnetic integrated system and Melbourne, despite gilast four years. To continue to prosper in this market,
the fuss and time taken to introduce an integrated systenifansAdelaide has recognised that it is more essential than
despite the mode or company operating it, is doing it 10 yeargver to deliver high quality customer service at a competitive
after we introduced our system. Nevertheless, there is a timgost. This will require an innovative and committed review
limit on Crouzet. It was thought to be the year 2000 but weof all aspects of its business, including corporate and
understand it could now be 2002 or 2003, which gives us aperational overheads.
breathing space. At that stage we will find more work will  TransAdelaide recognises that frequency, punctuality,
have been done world wide and even in this country in termsafety and reliability of its bus, train and tram services are
of Smartcard and the costs of those technologies will comenajor issues for customers. TransAdelaide is concentrating
down all the time. on these factors. The frequency of the North East Busway

It is important that we are able to extend the life of services have been increased dramatically over the past year,
Crouzet at a reasonable cost while we look for alternativesand a great effort has been made to improve lighting at
The pressure is not in terms of finding an alternative tcstations and interchanges, to provide mobile phones on board
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buses and to install video surveillance cameras on boaftransAdelaide, and | acknowledge that. For the March
railcars—in addition to the activities of Transit Police andquarter, we look as though we are down .9 per cent across the
passenger service assistants—to address safety and secusiggtem in terms of TransAdelaide’s responsibilities. As | have
issues. only the March quarter here, | will have to get more details
TransAdelaide’s ongoing program to improve facilities atfor the honourable member. As | said, it is patchy month by
suburban railway stations will include upgraded lighting,month, but the March quarter was up for public transport as
improved shelters and the gradual installation of ‘opena whole but down for TransAdelaide.
construction’ shelters (designed to increase security for Mr KOUTSANTONIS: What s the total cost of market
customers and deter graffiti and vandal attacks). We are algesearch undertaken by TransAdelaide for 1997-98? What is
keen to improve station car park facilities, to upgradethe estimate for 1998-99? What are the emerging customer
pedestrian crossings and new mazes to replace subways, dnehds for TransAdelaide for 1998-99?
improved general security—including cameras and help The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have a lot of information
phones on-site at rail stations. here. The expenditure on consultants engaged in direct
The capital works program also includes $2 million to market research work for TransAdelaide is relatively modest,
advance the refurbishment of the tram cars on the Adelaideith a budget of around $50 000 in 1997-98. | will table these
to Glenelg line, as part of a $5 million program overall. figures for the honourable member.
Meanwhile, the scope of TransAdelaide’s service deliveryis Mr SNELLING: What are TransAdelaide’s passenger
being broadened to meet the needs of customers travellirggfety strategies for trains and buses? How many Transit
between suburbs in addition to services that run into the city?olice were operational during 1997-98? What is the estimate
The recent launch of the Golden Grove suburban link servicdor 1998-99? What is the cost of Transit Police?
is an excellent example of this, as it combines innovative and The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: First, | must point out that
practical service design that responds to the changing lifestylBransAdelaide has 100 railcars, and it is seeking to install on
patterns of the local community. Accessibility for customersall railcars by December this year a video surveillance
with special travelling needs has also become a majotamera, and that will be a huge safety initiative and provide
consideration in planning services, ranging from the purchasgeace of mind for our passengers. In addition, through the
of more fully accessible buses to raising railway platformPassenger Transport Board funding for three years, Trans-
levels for greater wheelchair and pram access. Adelaide has gained funds for the employment of a coordina-
TransAdelaide’s focus on user-friendly timetables,tor for the Adopt a Station program. Currently, about 54
brochures and service information is now being expandetRilway stations and six tram stops have been adopted by
with the development of an Internet site which will featurecommunity groups. The full-time coordinator will not only
bus, train and tram timetables, ticketing, and other specidle working with the groups that have already been estab-
service information. TransAdelaide’s special services fofished in helping them to keep up their enthusiasm, because
major cultural and sporting events continue to be popular ityolunteers spend a lot of time working with them to keep the
the community, and they also present a valuable source &hthusiasm but, for example, we buy the paint.
revenue outside normal services. These and other initiatives Ms Filby: The Adopt a Station program looks at keeping
are part of TransAdelaide’s commitment to building andthe environment safe, but it also removes graffiti, puts in
maintaining a strong business that delivers quality and cogrardens and generally makes the environment encouraging
effective services that its customers want. Throughout thto users. Many local communities have put a great deal of
next financial year, TransAdelaide employees at all level€ffort into this program.
will be provided with the skills and incentives to take a  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The coordinator will work
personal responsibility and interest in the success of thwith the groups that we now have so that we do not lose
business. Overall, TransAdelaide will concentrate orthem. We will look at working with local communities,
increasing the viability and value of the business to give it th&hurch groups, schools and service clubs to see whether we
greatest commercial advantage when competitive tenderirgan adopt more stations. We will also look to the private

of contract service areas resumes in 1999. sector and businesses near tram stops, railway stations and
bus stops to see whether we can involve commercial interest
Additional Departmental Adviser: increasingly in the care of these public transport assets,

Ms S. Filby, Acting General Manager, TransAdelaide. recognising that they are also community assets.
Other safety initiatives include the work that will be
Membership: undertaken on fare evasion with the Passenger Transport
Ms Rankine substituted for Mr Atkinson. Board through passenger transport assistants and with the
Transit Police generally. The new Rail Safety Act, which was
Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | refer the Minister to journey passed by the Parliament last year, has now been proclaimed.
trends by bus, rail and tram modes. Journeys for all modes dfwill ask Ms Filby to comment.
transport between 1995-96 and 1996-97 all experienced a Ms Filby: The Rail Safety Act came into effect on 1 May.
decline, buses being the worst hit, and | refer to the annuat requires rail operators to put in place measures to ensure
report (page 11). What are the 1997-98 journey results for thihe safety of the travelling public and employees who work
same modes? What is the estimate for 1998-99, and whatiis the rail system. It involves detailed compliance with the
the anticipated impact on journeys of the average of 7 pestandards that have been set under the Act as well as compli-
cent public transport fee increase that are being introduced ynce with one of the Australian standards. A significant
the Government? amount of work has been put in place and is well advanced
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | suspect that | answered that to ensure that TransAdelaide complies with those require-
guestion in some detail in answer to the first question askeghents.
by the Opposition regarding the Passenger Transport Board Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | refer to the Capital Works
lines. However, my answer did not specifically relate toStatement, Budget Paper 5 (page 1-30), which deals with
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railway station upgrades. | note that $900 000 has been set The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The honourable member is
aside for this purpose. Will the Minister provide a breakdownpleased to have that asset in his electorate. | seek leave to
of the capital works associated with those railway statiorinsert in Hansard a table of the 1997-98 railway station
upgrades, and will she address the issue of tramcar refurbishpgrade works. This document is purely statistical.

ment and how that money will be spent? The Belair line runs Leave granted.

right through the electorate of Waite.

1997-98 Station Upgrading Works

Estimated Cost
Station Scope of Works Work Planned $
Mitchell Park New platform surface and fencing Completed 12 000
Broadmeadows Platform and shelter upgrade Completed 12 000
Lonsdale New pathway Completed 5500
Hallett Cove New shelter/lighting Completed 29 000
Hallett Cove Beach New shelter/lighting Currently underway 34 000
Gawler Central Murray Street: New maze on east side Completed 23500
Mile End New ramp shelter and platform surface Completed 40 000
Keswick Stairs from platform to underpass Completed 15 000
Outer Harbor New roof and platform surface Completed 50 000
Pinera New access path and shelter In progress 150 000
Keswick New platform surface May/June 5000
Mitcham Upgrade lighting/rehab shelter May/June 100 000
Alberton Upgrade pedestrian bridge July/August 40 000
Glenalta Lighting/shelter upgrade May/June 50 000
Lynton Lighting upgrade May/June 25450
Largs North Raise platform, new ramps and mazeways In progress 140 000
Warradale New pedestrian crossing as alternative to subway Deferred to 1998-99 70 000
Coromandel Icon shelter May/June 80 000
Tonsley Lighting upgrade June 27 650

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | also seek leave to insert in

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Do you think it's your

Hansarddetails of the work that is proposed for the stationmanner?
upgrades for 1998-99 and, if members wish, details of the rail The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr Venning): Order! The

lines also.

Leave granted.
1998-99 Station Upgrading Work (Including Car Parks)

Scope of Works Approx.
Station $ Cost
Alberton Upgrade pedestrian bridge 60 000
Alberton Upgrade lighting 60 000
Womma Raise platform, new ramp,
crossing ex subway 200 000
Keswick Upgrade lighting 75 000
Warradale New pedestrian crossing,
ramp; ex subway 70 000
Unley Park  New ramp/xing to platform
—Belair end 30000
Unley Park  Upgrade lighting 30 000
Elizabeth Raise platform, new
shelter 200 000
Glenalta Shelter upgrade 60 000
Mitcham Upgrade lighting 50 000
Various Water connections 39 000
Pinera Pathway 100 000
Supplementary Answer
Rail Line 1997-98 1928-99
Adelaide-Goodwood 75 000
Belair 404 720 270 000
Gawler 24 350 400 000
Noarlunga 96 764 70 000
Outer Harbor 286 000 120 000
Tonsley 39 650
Various 39 000

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It's a different budget.
Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

Committee will come to order.

Mr KOUTSANTONIS: | ask the Minister to withdraw
that remark.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Order! The honourable
member will come to order. The questions are with the
Government.

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | did not hear the comment.

I will bring the Committee to order. The questions are with
the Government side. | remind the honourable member that
he is on a second warning. | will say that his behaviour is out
of character. If the Committees affect the honourable member
in this way, | think he should consider whether he should
participate.

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH:  The Minister might like to
explain the refurbishment plans for tramcars.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The tramcars were built
in 1929, so they are nearly 70 years old, and there are 20 of
them. An amount of $2 million will be spent in the coming
financial year as part of a $5 million program over five years
to upgrade railcars. This work is critical, because when we
had the flash floods in January/February, the rain affected the
electrical system and stopped the tramcar altogether. It could
have caused a fire. Windows of tramcars are not secure, they
are hot in summer and cold in winter, and a lot of work needs
to be done on them. | am pleased to see that this investment
will be made.

Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | note from the budget that
TransAdelaide has managed to achieve a cost reduction of
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about $20 million over the past four years. Does the Ministenumber of TransAdelaide employees over a period of time.
anticipate that further efficiencies will be achieved, and willFor instance, in 1994-95 there were 2 534; in 1995-96 the
that mean job cuts, or is she looking at other forms offigure was 2 388; and 1996-97, 2 101. What are the employee
efficiencies to achieve that surplus? numbers for 1997-98 and what is the estimate for 1998-997?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Substantial cost savings have  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Some of that reduction in the
been made as TransAdelaide has sought to become marerk force has been because of the loss of contracts—Hills
robust in the way in which it operates and competes to wifransit and two areas to Serco. There are 1 850 employees
business. | am pleased that this Government kept a publit the present time. In relation to competitive tendering in
transport operator (TransAdelaide) to work with the privatel999, it depends what progress is made with the time table
sector in the tendering process. Other Governments acrofs those contracts and the assessing of tenders, and how
Australia have not chosen to do that but to go straight to thenuch TransAdelaide would win, if any or all of it. That will
private sector for the delivery of buses and private transpoibfluence the employment numbers in the next financial year.
services. | am pleased that this State has at least put out the Ms RANKINE: Does TransAdelaide have a program of
challenge to TransAdelaide and its work force to compete anthrgeted voluntary separation packages for 1998-99 and, if so,
not just thrown up its hands and said, ‘The public sector canvhat is the cost of such a program?
do this work competitively or as well as the private sector” The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It expires at the end of this
| do not believe that, but it is now up to TransAdelaide andyear. | have not received any submission to take to Cabinet
its employees to make sure that they do so. or even to discuss what arrangements will apply, but | suspect

As part of that $20 million saving to which the honourable Ms Filby may have something to say on that.
member refers reductions have been made for labour and Ms Filby: The current agreement expires towards the end
reduced staffing levels. The honourable member mentioneof the year. We are looking at what future direction we should
wage cuts. He would recognise that the work force at depdte taking in terms of any extension or otherwise of that
level has voted on these matters with an absolute majority aretheme.
determined whether it wants to continue to do business in a Ms RANKINE: The next question is specifically related
competitive world and offer a bid. This has not been estabto my electorate. | am sure the Minister will acknowledge that
lished by the Government; it is something that the work forcghe O-Bahn is a very efficient public transport system. There
has worked through to become a competitive business. is a major interchange at the Village Shopping Centre at

Over the next six months TransAdelaide will look at its Golden Grove that a lot of people are using on a daily basis.
support services and corporate structure. An assessment wibwever, there is a great deal of difficulty for people coming
be made of whether businesses should be retained in-houem outlying areas accessing the interchange because no car
but re-engineered or co-sourced by maintaining interngbarking is made available for public transport commuters.
expertise with a proportion of the service being contractedoes the Minister plan to provide car parking for public
out, whether they should be fully contracted out, whethetransport users and, if so, when?
there should be portfolio amalgamations—for example, the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There are two issues here. The
delivery of services by other Government agencies; ohonourable member would be aware of the suburban link
whether there should be a combination of any or all of thosservice which was introduced last Monday and which is
alternatives. based at the Golden Grove Shopping Centre with the mini

In relation to operating costs and reductions in the futurebuses all fully accessible, going in a circuitous route, fanning
I am certainly conscious that TransAdelaide occupies threeut and back to the centre. The area of coverage is so much
floors in Roma Mitchell House. They are overheads that othemore effective than it has ever been in bringing people to the
operators probably would not have, and TransAdelaide hasterchange. This is an absolute revolution in the way
indicated to me that it would be interested to move itsTransAdelaide has ever focused on delivery of its services in
headquarters to Mile End and to rationalise other depots. Th@e past which have been centrally coming straight into the
agreement with the owners of Roma Mitchell House providesity. They are now looking at cross-suburban services. | will
that TransAdelaide cannot move out until | have foundask Ms Filby to report on the success of that suburban link
another tenant. So, both Mr Payze and | are working on thagervice so far, and say what influence the car park and access
issue, because about $200 000 could be saved on headquaitsues have had on the design of these services.
costs. Ms Filby: The Golden Grove Shopping Centre has a mini

Ms Filby: We can certainly make savings on that, and byhub centre that is currently being linked into the new
rationalising structures across the depots we can assist wiguburban link services which started on Sunday and which
that. were launched on Monday. A lot of work is going on in the

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is not just a matter of job community to ensure that people understand what transport
losses: it is a matter of looking at the whole of the business—eptions are available in the area and to link into the O-Bahn
the arrangements which apply at depots, the amount of langkrvices. Suburban link is one of those options. Certainly,
we have, and the way in which we do our corporate serviceshere was a great deal of space available in the car park on

I am keen that TransAdelaide does not see renewal dflonday afternoon when | was there for the launch.
competitive tendering in the next year as its just being adransAdelaide is looking at the take up and impact of
operator issue at depot level—that it is vigorously looking asuburban link services to determine what that means for car
all costs across the whole system. parking.

Ms RANKINE: | ask the Minister to forgive me ifshe has ~ Mr VENNING: My question relates to certified agree-
answered this question in a previous reply, but my colleaguments. What progress has been made by Transport SA in
the member for Peake was making such a kerfuffle about theerms of negotiating certified agreements with each depot, a
number of questions that the member for Waite had askeahatter that is dear to the Minister’s heart?
that | am not sure whether or not the Minister answered the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Unions across Australia have
question. There has been a steady reduction in the averagad to negotiate agreements as part of the Federal Govern-
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ment’s industrial conditions, and TransAdelaide has beethe outer south. We are getting lots of hits on a daily basis,
looking at this at each depot. | understand that Womma Roaand that is good.
and St Agnes are the only two TransAdelaide depots which  Mr SNELLING: What is being done to improve passen-
have not reached certified agreements in the bus sector, ly#r safety at the Salisbury and Paradise interchanges? | draw
we still have to conclude such agreements in the rail and trariyour attention to my previous question which | do not think
sector. | was pleased that we made progress in the bus sect@mu answered, namely, how many transit police were
because it will be the bus sector, | suspect, that is first fooperational during 1997-98, what is the estimate for 1998-99,
competitive tendering next year. This certified agreemenand what is the cost of transit police?
process is important not only to meet the Federal industrial The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will have to get those figures
requirements but also to ensure that TransAdelaide depots asecause the transit police are responsible to and accountable,
poised for competitive tendering in the coming year. in terms of authority and dollars, to the South Australian
| applaud the Public Transport Union and TransAdelaidePolice. | will get those figures for the honourable member. |
staff, and the workplace generally, particularly the consultathink it is about 80.
tive committees, who have worked through some difficult  In relation to Salisbury, the Salisbury council has recently
issues. The results of the Morphettville, Mile End and Porupgraded the interchange at a cost of $500 000, but it got the
Adelaide depots were resolved on Monday, and Ms Filbyfunds to do so through an exchange of land with Trans-
might want to talk about those results. Adelaide and the Department of Transport. The lighting is
In the meantime, | want to highlight that the Morphettville vastly improved, as are the shelters. The vegetation is not as
depot was one on which both TransAdelaide and | weréushy and clustered and is not as scary for the people who
focusing. The PSA has been taking a very active interest inse the interchange at night; and there are surveillance video
gathering members at that workplace. It is a membershipameras there.
activity and drive that the UTLC does not acceptas legal and From time to time we have used security guards at
which it does not recognise in terms of the coverage that thparadise, and we got rid of a lot of the vegetation there. While
PSA is seeking to provide. It recognises the PTU, but that hage bushes look fine, people hide behind them and you cannot
not deterred the PSA in its activities. It has been rathegee them when you are going from the bus to your car. We
distracting, even though the union movement does naire looking at replanting vegetation along all the public
recognise the PSA as being qualified to enter the negotiationansport corridors and at interchanges generally. Noarlunga
for the certified agreements. was our first example of that, where a complete revegetation
Notwithstanding all those distractions for the managemengrogram occurred.
and work force and the stop work meeting called by the PSA  There is considerable interest in what we do at car parks
last Thursday, which did not disrupt any services to oufat interchanges. Golden Grove is owned by the private sector
customers—I am pleased to say—but at which the PSA calleghd it is hard to get into the shopping centre. If you want to
on its members (even though it had no legal recognition agatch public transport and leave your car there all day,
part of the certified agreement process) to vote ‘No’ in termsighting issues are involved. Some people have suggested that
of the certified agreement ballot vote, | was particularlywe should pay to ensure that somebody looks after the cars
pleased that an absolute majority at Morphettville voted ‘Yeshecause that would be cheaper than having your car vanda-
to the certified agreement on Monday: | think that was 93 taised. An option is to have security with a dog coming in on
76—a very good result. As the member for Waite said, it isan irregular basis, and we are looking at these sorts of
an excellent result, and | am particularly pleased about itapproaches. | do not want to add a deterrent to using public
Ms Filby may wish to highlight the other votes. transport by asking people to pay for their car park in the
Ms Filby: The Mile End ballot was 102 ‘Yes’to 11 ‘No’;  outer metropolitan area and then pay for public transport as
and the Port Adelaide vote was 81 ‘Yes’ to 32 ‘No’. So, theywell. We will have to look at some of those issues. Vandalism
were very strong results. to cars has been a problem in some areas more than it has in
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: My advice is that the PSA may others.
be seeking to be disruptive again and looking for a flawinthe Mr SNELLING: What is the incidence of capital
process, but | think everybody who has been involved in thigemaining idle (and by that | refer mainly to buses and trains)
exercise has been diligent and very careful about the way iguring interpeak periods? Is it true that in some cases it is
which all the steps have progressed. more economical, particularly for the big diesel engines on
Mrs PENFOLD: My question relates to improved the passenger trains, to leave them running during the
customer information. | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2jnterpeak periods rather than turning them off and having to
page 6.4, which highlights the use of information technologyestart them in the next peak period at the end of the business
as one means of improving customer information in an efforgjay?
to revitalise public transport. At present only a limited

number of timetables feature on TransAdelaide’s web site. Additional Departmental Advisers:
When is it envisaged that timetables for all TransAdelaide Mr S. Warren, Group Manager, Finance.
services will be available? Ms S. Hanlon, Group Manager, Corporate Relations.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We have provided Trans-
Adelaide with capital funds for the next 12 months to upgrade The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Mr Chairman, | introduce
Internet facilities and we believe that almost all our time-Steve Warren, who is Group Manager, Finance, and Sharon
tables will be available through the Internet within thatHanlon, Group Manager, Corporate Relations and Marketing.
12 month period. The O-Bahn and tram and all train time-Both tell me they do not have any idea how to answer the
tables are already there. Regarding the contract area timguestion. Ms Filby does not and neither does Mr Payze; and
tables, we are seeking early July for the inner south and thielr Atwell does not know, either. | will have to seek more
south-west, mid July for the Circle Line, late July for the eastjnformation about that. There is a problem of noise with the
north-west and the Le Fevre Peninsula and early August fadling motors, not only with the trains but also with the buses.
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One of the wonderful things about gas buses is that they dé/e are deliberately designing strategies to do what you are
not pollute, but you cannot turn them off and expect them tesuggesting—idling buses with motors running but the buses
start again when you are out on the road. They stop and yawt moving compared with buses sitting idle in the bus
have to get a service vehicle to come out, so they must keegepots.
running. Where we let them idle while drivers have a break Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: In light of the fact that the
is an issue. Minister has mentioned Waite, it inspires me to ask about
In terms of the way in which we have designed the publidicycles on trains and buses. Being a fit lot down my way
transport system in the past and have inherited it, it is focusetthey like to go for a good bike ride on the weekend. What
on the city. There has been downgrading of employment iplans are there to allow for the better utilisation of bicycle
the city for some time and there is a real effort today to boostarriage on trains and buses in future?
employment and focus on the heart of the city. With the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have been trying to get you
public transport system focused on the city and fewer worker® ride a bike, but you tell me you prefer to run and not ride.
coming here, it is no wonder we have problems. While it isPerhaps if we are able to provide free bike travel on trains and
still focused on the city we do not have the flexibility or into peak periods we might encourage you. At the moment
money to meet all demands elsewhere, which is why thene must buy a concession ticket to take a bicycle on a train.
Golden Grove service is so important. At the same time @n other capital cities, particularly Victoria and New South
fleet of buses has been purchased over the years for petkales, it is free on weekends or at interpeak periods. In
periods coming into the city. We have to look at the way weJanuary next year we will introduce free interpeak use for
utilise the rail system more with our fixed corridors and costsicycles. We can now take up to four bicycles at any one
there and how we can, as we are doing at Golden Grove aritine. The Belair line is causing us some difficulties, particu-
on the O-Bahn, bring services more effectively to an interdarly on weekends when a number of families or groups wish
change. That means we will have a different configuration ofo use the Belair train service all at once. Sometimes all the
buses. It will not always be the big articulated buses but moraisles and spare spaces are taken up with bicycles. If people
of the midi and mini buses which are accessible and whiclwvant to get on later, they are tripping over bicycles and
will be providing a strong frequency of service in the helmets. For 53¢ they can do that. We are looking at taking
suburban areas, feeding into a more frequent transit servicthem free.
whether bus or rail. We are keen to look at our services for interpeak times.
We have some high costs for peak periods, focused omhis compliments our cycling strategy to doubling cycling
capital that has been used for buses purchased for city rumse. There is a good relationship between public transport and
for the two peak periods in the day. We have a lot of idlecycling. We have looked at how we can improve lockers for
capital for the rest of the day and in the evening and it is a bidpicycles at secure places and at the carriage of bicycles on
issue for us in terms of our debt and depreciation structuregrains. Bicycles on trains to Gawler and through the Barossa
That is why the 10 year investment plan is critical in deter+egion will be fantastic for tourism. We have the international
mining how we do this better, to look at what we haveTour Down Under in January. We have the Australasian
invested in the past and at what we will invest in future sacycling conference in February. | am keen to see this
that we are meeting the changing needs of people and thenitiative proceed.
circumstances. Geographically we have developed over time TransAdelaide for the first time in Australia is trialing
and have not catered for that in the design of our publibicycles on the front of buses on a bike rack similar to a roo
transport service. It is quite a challenge. bar that flattens down. You can put your bike on it and take
Mr SNELLING: It would seem that if all this capital it off quickly when you get to your destination. There has
remains idle, particularly if, as | have been informed, thebeen some success working with cycling groups generally.
engines are being left running through the day between peak Ms Filby: They have been trialing that at the Morphett-
periods, would it not be better to have them running moreville depot on some buses there, following American and
frequently in interpeak periods, even if they are only pickingeuropean models. They are talking with Bike South and
up a few passengers? At least there is an offset of the cost bicycling organisations. The rack takes two bicycles.
keeping the engines running rather than just sitting idle inthe  Ms RANKINE: | refer again to the Golden Grove
station or wherever. interchange. Whilst | am sure patrons are grateful for the mini
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Whenever they are running services feeding into Golden Grove, that will not meet the
there are additional maintenance and wages costs. That issueeds of all patrons because many women will be taking their
must always be taken into account. | suspect that the idlehildren to school. They desperately need car parking. The
running costs would be minimal compared with wage costgar parking there is privately owned by the shopping centre
and maintenance costs. | agree in part because that is why wad people are warned constantly that they will be fined.
have said we have spare capacity interpeak and why we hat&ven | am warned all the time by the shopping centre
specifically designed a strategy to help us build our patronagattendant that | will be fined, because | am in their car park.
by freezing interpeak fares over the coming year andso, it is a real difficulty and something that TransAdelaide
hopefully longer to try to get people to realise there is arshould address quite urgently. What was the average working
advantage in travelling at interpeak times. That is why we argveek for employees in 1997-98; how does this compare with
tailoring the bus stop information initiative to the inner south1996-97; and what is the forecast for 1998-997?
suburbs at this stage because that is where it shows. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It varies according to the
It must be the older people who may not be in the workrosters and awards. We do not have anything at hand, but we
force and who live in the district of Waite—Unley and somecould get the information—and we will.
of those areas. PTB’s research shows that they may be good The CHAIRMAN: Mr Hamilton-Smith.
interpeak users: they are not going to school and are not Ms Rankine interjecting:
younger people in the work force. That must be part of the The CHAIRMAN: lItis up to the discretion of the Chair.
rationale. | am not sure if that is right, but | suspect it may bel am allowing one question at a time.
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Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | will continue with my  our new injury rate is concerned, that is significantly reduced.
passion for the Belair line and the excellent job that has beelham happy to dig up that figure.
done on our railways and focus for a moment on railway Mrs PENFOLD: Page 6.9 of Paper 4, Volume 2 refers
stations. One option for stations in my area and | know ino an increase in the percentage of buses which are wheel-
many other areas has been the ‘Adopt a station’ program thghair accessible as a target in the 1998-99 financial year.
Minister mentioned earlier. There is an opportunity there fonvhat percentage of TransAdelaide buses are already
the community and local businesses to get behind our effortgccessible, and what is TransAdelaide doing to make its
to make sure these railway stations are in great shape. Whgérvices more accessible to persons with a disability?
is planned for the future with the ‘Adopt a station’ program?  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: TransAdelaide currently runs

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Even since March, with the 45 accessible buses, of which 38 are the smaller midi-buses
‘Adopt a station’ coordinator—so, in a very few months—aand seven rigid buses, and all are wheelchair accessible. This
number of additional stations have been adopted, including equivalent to approximately 8 per cent of TransAdelaide’s
Hove on the Noarlunga line, Pinera and Glenalta, which argus fleet. Another 53 wheelchair accessible buses are on
on the Belair line but not necessarily in your electorate. Aregrder, and TransAdelaide expects to receive these by the end
all the stations adopted in your electorate, or should you bef this year. That will bring the total percentage of wheelchair

doing more work there? accessible buses operated by TransAdelaide to more than
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH:  To varying degrees; | am 17 per cent.
trying to get a better outcome for Mitcham. It is important to look at other issues in improving

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We will work with you there.  accessibility. There are designated seats for the elderly and
Salisbury is part of the interchange program that we wer@eople with disabilities, and there are one and two positions
talking about earlier and has been adopted, as have Islingtofor the wheelchairs or a pusher or shopping trolley on each
Dry Creek and Kilburn on the Gawler line. | am encouragedf these buses. There is a kneeling facility, which allows the
that at Glenalta we are looking at the private sector—the localriver to lower the front left-hand corner of the bus almost to
hotel—being involved; | think that will be positive. At kerb level; and accompanying this kneeling capacity there are
Blackwood a tenant has taken over the wonderful heritagkw level technologies which result in a minimal step height
railway station and is providing a good service with restaufor passengers. That is very important, given that so many of
rant and refreshment facilities as well as providing care fopbur passengers are increasing in age and that climbing on
the whole environment. board a bus, especially when the bus is not directly opposite

The CHAIRMAN: | point out to the member for Wright the kerb, is quite a task. So, the kneeling lower floor capacity
that if the Chair wants to stick to the rules | will make her is important. There is the extending ramp to the footpath, and
identify the page and line references. | first chaired arihatisimportant. There are the bright yellow handlebars and
Estimates Committee in 1983 and | know exactly how to beails, which provide a highly visible environment for vision
difficult and pedantic. | have tried to make this a prettyimpaired customers. There are also air conditioning, non-slip
friendly arrangement in taking questions. If the honourabldlooring, public address systems and additional signage.
member wants me to be rigid, it will not hurt me, but it will In the rail system, we are just about to trial an extendable
affect the manner in which the Committee operates and yotamp, not a portable one. Currently we ask the driver to be
will get less information, so | suggest you let me go acrosslert to a passenger’s need if they are in a wheelchair. So, if
the House and use a little flexibility. The member for Wright.a passenger service attendant is not present, the driver has to

Ms RANKINE: | am happy with that, Mr Chairman; it leave their position to carry the portable ramp and put it in
is just that | get confused, because it seems that the rulg®sition. This is all a factor in the back and shoulder injuries

change from one question to the next. that Ms Filby was talking about a moment ago. We are
The CHAIRMAN: No; the rules are not changing. It is 100king at extendable ramps and they would be installed at
in your interest. the station.

Ms RANKINE: One minute we are having three ques- Ms Filby: We would build up the platform to remove the
tions in a row and the next minute we are chopping across th@ap between the platform height and the train.

Chamber. Mr KOUTSANTONIS: You have been a very wise
The CHAIRMAN: We are running out of time. moderator, Sir; King Solomon would not have been as wise
Ms RANKINE: | am happy to take your guidance, Sir; @ You, Sir. Frequency and punctuality are two important

I would just like to know the rules. What are the significantPerformance indicators in delivering a satisfying service to

occupational health and safety issues for TransAdelaidgustomers. I notice that the 1997 annual report indicates the

employees, including back, shoulder and neck injuries? | notgUtcome that customers rate TransAdelaide less favourably
that injuries per thousand hours worked have increase@ these two indicators. What is the performance trend for
from .19in 1995-96 to .28 in 1996-97. What s the figure for | FansAdelaide in relation to the frequency and punctuality

1997-98, and what is the estimate for 1998-99? indicators for 1996-97 and 1997-98? Are there any strategies
Ms Filby: | am happy to provide that figure. Generally, N Place to improve these two indicators for 1998-99?

backs, necks and shoulders are a great risk for us, particularly The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will have to get specific

those manual handling injuries arising from driving andinformation because, as the member would appreciate, our
liting practices. TransAdelaide has a very active occupationféquency has never been so good since Labor cut back those
al health and safety prevention program in place; in fact, onlpervices in 1991. We have not been able to make up since

this week we are having our WorkCover audit for our levelthen- o

three status. So, we have a very progressive program in place. Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:

The statistics are showing that we have had a significant The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You need not shoulder all this

reduction in new back and neck injuries. There certainly argourself: | said ‘Labor’.

some recurring issues involving ongoing injuries but, as far Mr Koutsantonis interjecting:
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The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes. You will not be able to  $12.3 million for 1998-99. This is up by almost $700 000
blame us for long because Mr Payze— from last year.

Mr Koutsantonis interjecting: The release of the metropolitan planning strategy in

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | would expect no less once January this year featured a fresh new emphasis on urban
it is done. What | want to highlight in terms of frequency of regeneration, the revitalisation of the Adelaide central
services is a fact of life: frequency was cut back after hourshusiness district and the protection of our prime agricultural
on weekends and public holidays. About a third of servicedand. In order to stem fringe development, to maximise
were cut by the Labor Government and we have not been ablaxpayers’ investment in infrastructure, to address the
to find the funds and sometimes it would not necessarily evedemographic trends and access to community services there
warrant the restoration of one of those services, but it is & a need to regenerate our inner and middle ring suburbs. In
problem. That is why the Suburban Link services thatthis context, issues of ‘open space’ must also be addressed.
TransAdelaide has just introduced at Golden Grove are so Shortly, the Government will release a Green Paper
important, because they provide a fast and frequent servigesigned to canvass all the complex issues associated with
to a transit link or rail service—or O’Bahn in this instance, urban regeneration. A major goal of the State’s planning and
which is a more direct service—and we can improvedevelopment assessment system is to promote economic
frequencies that way. | would like to see how we could dodevelopment whilst protecting the environment for the benefit
that across the system generally. Punctuality is better on soneéthe people of the State. It is important to provide maximum
than other services. certainty and clarity for proponents and the community in

Ms Filby: In terms of late running and missed trips, someterms of policies, processes and decision making. While
of those events are beyond TransAdelaide’s control, as yoaverall our planning and development system is acknow-
would appreciate, but areas like our Womma Road depdedged nationally as the best in the country, we can always
have had 100 per cent services for some months and desed@ better. To this end, Planning SA activities in 1997-98 have
to be recognised for that. included:

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Interestingly, that depot is 1. the adoption and release of the revised metropolitan
self-managed, the 560 and TL services run from Wommg&ection of the planning strategy;
Road. They were let as separate contracts. The outer north 2. the release of the consultation draft report on the
was won by Serco but TransAdelaide kept the 560 and the 1@etropolitan centres policy;
and 3. As a self-managed depot the achievements they have 3. the release of the draft guide to development plan
made are quite remarkable. In terms of frequency and@mendments;
punctuality the legislation at present before the Parliament 4. areduction in the time taken to process council initiated
requiring motorists to give way to bus drivers will satisfy the plan amendment reports;
question completely. | am pleased to see the endorsement that 5. the bringing into effect of the performance based
you have just given about punctuality. Buses must go to th8uilding Code of Australia 1996;
kerb and out again to drop off passengers. Today we ask 6. the introduction of a requirement that existing dwellings
drivers to meet tight timetables and, if they cannot meet thosee fitted with smoke alarms;
timetables, they will not meet their connections, yet people 7. the release of the revised guidelines relating to develop-
rely on them to get to various appointments. If drivers cannoient assessment and the assessment of major developments;
meet the connections, it is a big issue because of the frequen- 8. improvements to the statutory requirements relating to
cy of services. You have highlighted punctuality in yourthe private certification of building work;
question, and | welcome it and your support for these issues, 9. a range of industrial land planning projects which are
because these are the very issues we are seeking to addreag of a coordinated program involving strategic planning,
through legislation. development policy and regulation, site specific investigat-

The CHAIRMAN: | thank the Minister and declare the ions and industry support; and

examination of the TransAdelaide expenditure completed. ~ 10. the release of the industry database incorporating an
inventory of industrial land in the Adelaide region.

Membership: The planning and development priorities for 1998-99
Mr Conlon substituted for Mr Koutsantonis. include:
Mr Williams substituted for Mr Venning. 1. preparation of a ministerial discussion paper on urban
regeneration policy directions;

Additional Departmental Advisers: 2. revision of the country section of the planning strategy
Mr M. Hennsey-Smith, Executive Director, Planning SA. including the central Adelaide hills;
Mr B. Teague, Director, Development Advice. 3. adoption of the metropolitan centres policy;
Mr S. Mosley, Director, Development Policy. 4. the refinement of the planning and development

processes, including the plan amendment report and develop-
The CHAIRMAN: We will be dealing with planning for ment assessment processes, to provide greater certainty for
the next period. | invite the Minister to make an openingproponents and the community;
statement. 5. anincrease in the extent to which socioeconomic and
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Government’s decision environmental data is available in electronic format, including
last October to join transport, passenger transport, plannintpe updating of the Metropolitan Retail Database;
and the arts into a portfolio integrating urban and regional 6. further developments to the policy with respect to
development, cultural development and all forms of transponvaste management to improve the scope for the development
represented a unique opportunity to further improve the livingf waste recycling centres and to give greater clarity to
environment for all South Australians. Our commitment tolocational decisions with respect to landfills.
producing good urban and rural development outcomes is It should be noted that the additional resources provided
reflected in the significant appropriation for Planning SA ofto Planning SA in last year's budget have been retained in
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terms of the number of full-time employees. It is worth  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: WEell, | am just saying that you
reflecting that South Australia is a wonderful place in whichmay well find that it is not a matter of artistry but the way in
to live, to work in and to visit. Our parklands, hills and which people relate and work.
beaches, our pleasant suburbs, our city with its focus on the Mr Conlon interjecting:
Arts, education and heritage, our rich rural areas, our The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We adopt the station with the
wilderness areas, our skilled work force and manufacturingupport of TransAdelaide. It is not a matter of the railways
base are all assets for the State. | believe, without qualificarot keeping it clean. We work with local communities,
tion, that a sound, well administered planning and developproviding the paint and resources to help local people adopt
ment system is an important factor in adding value to thesa station. They do it as volunteers, and | should have thought
assets for the benefit of future generations. that initiative would be supported, not demeaned.

Mr CONLON: Upon examining the budget documents, Mr CONLON: Come and look at my electorate; that is
it seemed to me that there had been at least a colourf@ll | can say.
attempt to make it look as though the amalgamation of these The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | know the honourable
three portfolios into one had some purpose or strategy abottember’s electorate well. The Development Assessment
it. However, the attempt falls short. The use of the matrix tdcommission is the approving authority, and we seek advice
try to show some global overview is simply trite and cute. Ifrom the EPA, as we do from all public agencies. If the DAC
note that there are comments such as ‘ensure arts practice a&groves a project, the EPA will negotiate on the licence.
public transport considerations are integrated into improvedhat process was used in the case of Dublin and will be used
urban planning and design’ as some sort of justification. Ith every landfill project that is approved in the future.
sounds as though the Minister is delivering pre-graffitied Mr CONLON: You say that the EPA makes submissions
train stations and bus shelters. If the Government was seriojigst like anyone else, but | would have thought that in the
about a global view of urban planning, perhaps it could havénatter of landfill and balefill depots, most of the consider-
integrated things such as housing—instead of cutting thations would be environmental, would they not? Therefore,
Housing Trust and reducing public housing—and thewould not the EPA's views be very important?
environment. | am entirely unconvinced—and | will putiton  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: They are extremely important.
the record—that the integration of Transport and the Arts, andhe EPA has the power to direct the Development Assess-
the Status of Women into Urban Planning has been anythingent Commission to refuse a project, but we gather informa-
other than change for change’s sake, rather than any overdipn from everywhere.
global strategy. However, | will leave my opening comments  Mr Conlon interjecting:
at that. My first question is: Minister, can you explain tothe ~ The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Well, the information is
Committee the role of the Environment Protection Agencygathered from everywhere. Ultimately, the EPA has more
in planning approval for landfill sites? authority and status. It even has status under the Act to direct

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Before answering that thatan application be refused. In respect of all the landfill
question, the honourable member’s comments deserve to B@Plications that we are required to assess, we work closely
reflected upon. The suggestion that women are not comfor¥ith the EPA. For instance, in respect of Inkerman, the EPA
able in terms of their mix with transport and urban planninghaS said that the proponent has not provided enough informa-
is out of touch because women are the greatest users tign to satisfy it and that it has fu_rtherquestlons, and we have
community resources. | think the honourable member$ought answers to those questions on behalf of the EPA.
colleagues, the members for Norwood and Wright, would Mr CONLON:  In about January 1997, the EPA prepared
agree with me wholeheartedly that it is very poor that womeriOr the Environment, Resources and Development Committee
have not been taken into account in making planning® document called Interim criteria for solid waste landfill
decisions on the way we use the community and that thalepots’. Have those crlter!a b.een. adop?ed, or have they been
matter should be, and indeed is now being, redressed. ~ changed? Are they the criteria with which we work?

Both the member for Wright and the member for Norwoodféo;hfﬂfr’]g Diana Laidlaw: They have been approved
have a keen interest in the arts, as do I. They know that th . ) -
best way to express one’s views about the community is. M CONLON: Wil the Minister assure us that the
through the arts. More should be done in the arts communitEUb“n balefill site, in particular, is not in conflict with any

to build a sense of place. It is a natural alignment with— ©! the criteria contained in those interim guidelines
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | think you were a lawyer

Mr Conlon interjecting: . before you became a member of Parliament. Is that so?
The CHAIRMAN: Order! | point out to the honourable Mr CONLON: Yes.

member that the Minister is entitled to answer the question The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Then you would appreciate
however she determines. That has always been the practiggy under the Act we must assess an application on the basis
during the time in which | have been associated with theys the rules that apply at the time.

Estimates Committees. In my view, the Estimates Commit- pr CONLON: | agree with that, but my point is that

tees are not the most productive way of seeking informationnese guidelines were adopted in January 1997, and I think
but we have them and | have been associated with the@anning approval for Dublin came after that. The Minister
since 1983. The Minister may continue. may take this question on notice. | am asking not whether that
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This has worked very well approval was properly made but whether it was consistent
over the past four years in terms of transport and the artsyith the EPA's own criteria.
There are hosts of examples, whether it be public transport The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Does the honourable member
focusing on sporting and arts events, or the way in which wgvant to know whether there has been any change between the
now look at railway stations, or whether we look at entrancesnterim rules and the rules which were confirmed on 4 June?
to towns and cities— Mr CONLON: | want to know if the Dublin approval is
Mr Conlon interjecting: consistent with those criteria. | might stay on the subject of
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dumps because | have a number of concerns. The Wingfielrade, Adelaide City Council, Port Adelaide council and the
dump is operated by the Adelaide City Council. In 1996 theEPA, but | do not direct the EPA—nor would you believe that
EPA rejected any increase in height of that dump above 16should do so legally. If | did you would be the first to
metres. Among the reasons for that decision was the concepmotest.
about leachate. In fact, leachate was found in the ground Mr CONLON: You are engaged in discussions basically
water. As | understand it, on some occasions it has beenith a view to seeing what can be done to increase the height
shown to have been entering North Arm and the Barker Inlebf the dump. In my view, the matter has been laid to rest.
wetland system. | understand, too, that this matter is agaiwhy are we having further discussions?
open for contest and that the Adelaide City Council is seeking The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Because the EPA believes that
approval from the Port Adelaide and Enfield Council toit should be discussed. The Adelaide City Council has
increase the height of the dump. Is that the case? undertaken various practices and it would have to convince
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It has always sought to the EPA, as the licensing authority, that it was worth
increase the height and Port Adelaide has always sought thanging either the height or the licensing conditions. That
challenge that height. It is still before the courts and lis what the discussions are about at the present time.
understand that both parties wish to continue to pursue it Mrs PENFOLD: My question relates to Budget Paper 4,
before the courts. In the meantime, a lot of discussion i%lume 2, page 6.10 of the Portfolio Statements. The
under way to reassess some EPA decisions made earlier abMinister would be aware of the huge increase in development
the height, and a variation could be considered that couldccurring in the electorate of Flinders and how difficult some
possibly extend the life of the dump by a short period, ratheapplicants are finding the planning system to understand.
than seeing it fully closed at the end of the year 2000. What initiatives does the Minister undertake through
As a member representing an inner suburban seat, ti&anning SA to improve the understanding of the planning
honourable member—and also the former Mayor forsystem by applicants and by the community?
Norwood—would be well aware that Wingfield takes up  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: In addition to releasing the
about 45 per cent of Adelaide’s 940 000 tonnes of solid wasteetropolitan section of the planning strategy earlier this year,
which goes into landfill each year. If we can possibly extendvhich has a focus on the City of Adelaide, urban regeneration
the life by a short time that would be a cost advantage naand industrial development, we will also be releasing the
only for the Adelaide City Council which is the receiver of country section of the planning strategy later this year. It is
the material but also for all councils and ratepayers becauszitical for us to prepare those planning strategies in consulta-
of the distance to cart that material to Wingfield rather thartion with councils and a whole range of other parties to
to any other site. We do not want to cart it from the northerrprovide guidelines for development plans (PARs) within a
suburbs to the south, or to Pedlar Creek for examplemicro area, in a sense—in a council area or part of a council
Discussions are being held between the Department afrea. We have the overview big picture planning strategy,
Industry and Trade, the department | work with, the Adelaidevhich we have already released in the metropolitan area, and
City Council and Port Adelaide to look at closure issues withthe country section will come out later this year.
the EPA. As part of that we will look at new initiatives for the
Mr CONLON: I understand that it might be advantageousRegional Development Board. We will be incorporating the
to a number of people to keep the dump open longer than thfendings of the marine and estuarine strategy in the regional
current cap of 15 metres would allow. A newspaper clippingairports review—uwhich will be important to your electorate
from 1996 states: of Flinders—and we will also be looking at (although not so
The EPA Chair Stephen Walsh says that extending the dump ovéhuch of interest to Flinders) the Mount Lofty Ranges strategy
its present height limit would have led to increased leaching ofand the Barossa strategy plans.
contaminants into nearby grOUnd water in the sensitive Barker Inlet The |mp|ementat|on of the strategy occurs in a Variety Of
wetlands. _ ways with councils able to make changes to land use through
The Environment Minister at the time, Mr Wotton, said:  the plan amendment reports. It is also important in terms of
The EPAs decision to refuse increasing the dump’s maximunthe supply of land and the demand and infrastructure
height ‘has clearly been vindicated'. requirements that must be met in planning strategies for both
We do know that below the height of 15 metres—or assumingnetropolitan and country areas. We have worked quite hard
it has not reached it—we have leachate going into Barketo make it clearer through the planning strategy what
Inlet and North Arm. | grew up down the Port and | am fond guidelines should be applied at local council level, both in the
of the Port River. What do you say has changed that wouldhetropolitan and, shortly, in the country areas.
now allow it to be considered to go beyond 15 metres? Mrs PENFOLD: Referring to page 6.3 and the output
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is not what | say because | operating statement of the Portfolio Statements in the budget
am not the licensing authority: the EPA is. | will refer the papers, what action has the Government undertaken to update
honourable member’s questions to the Environment Ministethe centres policy for the metropolitan area, particularly in
because | am not an authority in that area. | deal withregards to obtaining a balance between the growth of regional

planning issues, not licensing. centres and maintaining the vitality of the city centre?
Mr CONLON: As you are aware, these issues overlap The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | mentioned that it is a focus
frequently. of the metropolitan section of the planning strategy which |

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: They do not. The licensing has released in January this year that there is a stronger focus than
nothing to do with me. | do not issue the licence: the EPAever before on the city centre. That has been reinforced by the

issues the licence. City of Adelaide Development Strategy which was released
Mr CONLON: You have the power to do something by the Premier a few weeks ago. In reading that strategy you
about it. may have noted that there has been the idea floated about

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have indicated that my stronger planning controls that would give consideration to
officers are working with the Department of Industry andthe impact on the City of Adelaide of any planning initiative
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or application—retail or any other economic developmentbelieve that at least one PAR seriously threatened a develop-
but particularly retail and centre development. That ismentin my electorate a while back and it took a considerable

something that the Government is considering at present. amount of toing-and-froing to finally get the thing through.

A centres policy has been considered by DEPAC but has The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Which PAR?

not been released yet because of two factors: the governance Mr WILLIAMS: Robe. We are anxious for any invest-

of the City of Adelaide; and the review of shopping hoursment opportunities that come along to get under way as soon
which has been undertaken by the Government. The centras possible and quite often the planning process is cited as
policy will take those issues into account and will be releasedtalling some of the investment decisions. What, if any,

shortly. action is being taken in the department to speed up the whole
Mr CONLON: The Chandlers Hill Road PAR—where planning process to try to overcome some of these difficul-
is that at present? ties?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Development Act allows The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is interesting to reflect on
me as Minister to prepare a PAR where it relates to an areghe point the honourable member makes, that it is the
covered by two or more councils. The land south of theplanning process that is frustrating decisions. The planning
Happy Valley reservoir is within the former council areas ofprocess would probably work extraordinarily smoothly if
Happy Valley and Noarlunga and is now surplus to SAeverybody put in an application which complied with the
Water’s requirements. The current zoning is for agriculturgplan. Where it often gets frustrated and is frustrating for all
but that is clearly not appropriate, and on the basis of adviceoncerned is where the application varies to the plan or where
from my predecessor a PAR was initiated to review thethe council has not updated its plans so that they are relevant.
planning policies applying to the area. It is zoned agriculturdt is on these issues that | think local councils and the
and has to be rezoned, and is also surplus to SA WaterGovernment must work very closely together to make sure
requirements. that the planning strategy is sound and respected, and that the

The independent investigations undertaken as part of theouncil plans based on that strategy are up to date and
PAR indicate that the land is no longer required as a bufferelevant.
to the reservoir. Options for development have been exam- Then we have to look at how councils and Ministers, when
ined and a draft PAR has been provided to the Onkaparingsonsidering major development processes, look at the
council and relevant Government agencies for commentpplications and decide, irrespective of the plan, whether or
Issues such as surface and ground-water flows, residentsot to go ahead with an application and whether we insist on
needs, access, surrounding land uses and site characteristitscomplying with the plan. Itis a big issue for councils and
including slope and vegetation, have been considered ithe community as a whole. | have been associated with the
preparing that PAR. | am waiting for council and otherLe Cornu development for a long time, and it was a great
agency advice at present. thrill for me to be present when, seven years after the first

Mr CONLON: Have you had any submissions from the application, the big Flintstones type of hammer went into the
EPA on this? old Le Cornu building last week.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We are seeking those at the | have never accepted that the planning process or the
moment in the consultations with agencies, because it ha&delaide City Council thwarted or frustrated that eyesore: it
been sent to the agencies as well as the council. was the applicant who, from the first, submitted a proposal

Mr CONLON: | am concerned that the EPA consider thethat was absolutely outrageous and then got angry that the
matter because | understand that it was a buffer zone for tteommunity was upset. Developers ask for certainty but the
reservoir and because of concerns in particular abowtommunity wants certainty, too. A lot of work can be done
contamination of the surface or ground-water running into thevith the many institutes that represent developers, financiers
reservoir. | hope that that matter will be fully considered byand others to work out how we can make sure that PARs and
the EPA. the like are relevant and that applicants do not come up with

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | believe that it will be; it may a proposal that they would like to inflict on a community but
wish to comment. It has been sent to all the agencies. It ipresent a proposal that would be an asset to it.
zoned as agriculture and as such clearly is not zoned cor- Mr WILLIAMS: To follow up the same line of question,
rectly. Whether or not it is used as a buffer zone, that mattethe PAR development | was referring to earlier related to
should be addressed. Robe. A lot of time was wasted in my office trying to chase

Mr CONLON: My understanding to date is that the EPA up what was going on with the application and where it was.
has not given it any consideration. | would like to make sureéHave the Minister and her department considered using
that you seek something from them given the importance ahformation technology systems to make more readily
it. available information about where plans are and for getting

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | am not sure about the information back and forward more quickly?
practice of seeking or requiring information in terms of the  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: To explain the Robe situation:
law. I will inquire about that. We are not required to consultl am not having a go at the developing sector and community
agencies, but it is our practice to do so. You have asked mie South Australia. Councils have to do more work. It is a
to do so with the EPA, and | will do that. requirement of the Act that councils do their section 30

Mr CONLON: 1 think that the EPA has a large work load reviews by February but only about half had and that is not
and | want to make sure that it has its memory jogged.  good enough. Councils have to lift their game as does

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The indication is that we are Planning SA and the Government. It is difficult in terms of
not required to do so but we will. | will report back to you on promoting development. We all have to lift our game,
that. including Government agencies. We can do a lot in terms of

Mr WILLIAMS: | refer to Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, speeding up the process.
page 16.10 and the heading ‘Performance Criteria’. My The Act requires agencies to assess projects but with no
question is about performance in the planning process.time frame on them after they have been out for public
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consultation. One of the main offenders is the EPA, which  Mr CONLON: What about the report on the Mount
takes an inordinately long time to report back after the publi®arker development?
consultation period. It may be a resource issue, but we have The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It was zoned for rural living
to look at how we as a Government agency do not frustrati the early 1990s by the Labor Government and the latest
the updating of plans where council has done the work ang@AR fiddles at the edges and does not encroach on the
itis sitting around Government agencies and in Planning SAreeway.
We need to streamline those actions. | assure the honourable Mr CONLON: Will the Minister provide details of that
member that that work will be done this year. also?
In the Robe issue there was a late discovery of Aboriginal The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, | will.
sites. They should not necessarily have been brought up as pr CONLON: It is a vexedquestion in my electorate.
an issue at the last minute because the council and othefshe of the outcomes for the portfolio refers to the retention
were aware of them and had not taken it into account. Ibf open spaces. In my electorate | have had the closure of the
became highly confused. The information was available anflarion High School and the South Road Primary School. In
should have been considered and brought to mind earlier.doth cases people purchasing them would not have been able
respect the amount of time and effort the honourable membe§ afford them if they were not allowed subsequently to
put into working with us to try to resolve the issue. | took it sypdivide them for housing. That has happened and the bulk
to Cabinet twice thinking it had all been solved and got lasgf the open land has been removed. | understand that this is
minute calls to say that it had still not been solved. It was &t entirely within the Minister's portfolio. How are those
very frustrating exercise. The local member has helped ussort of actions consistent with the outcomes of the preserva-
Mr CONLON: The Minister would be aware that Peter tion of open land?
Ward wrote an article on about 27 February in uvertiser The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The honourable member
in regard to developments along the South-Eastern Freewayould appreciate that in any circumstances there is a balance
fringe, including commercial developments at Monarto anthetween what the community would wish and what is
some units along the strip near Mount Barker. The argumentisossible. It is zoned residential, and has never been zoned as
he seemed to make were sound. | have had any number ghen space, apparently. | can get more details on that. It has
letters challenging the wisdom of this course. Why is itjust been reinforced that to our knowledge it has never been

happening? zoned other than residential, so that is a council process. In
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Why is Peter writing like he the meantime we are providing funds for councils to consider
is? how they can work more open space into their areas.

Mr CONLON: Why is the development happening and Sometimes they may swap areas. | am about to announce
why is it being allowed? Why are the developments agrants for more State investment in the retention of open
Monarto and developments on the South-Eastern Freewagpace. As individual council based open space strategy plans
fringe being allowed? are completed they will be used to formulate the regional

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The article was completely open space strategies with region.al priorities which recognise
inaccurate. | can provide more details. It was based onﬁ/‘e importance of the Metropolitan Open Space Scheme
misunderstanding by the Conservation Council, which put ofMOSS) and link open space and organise a manageable
a press release and has since written and apologised to figrarchy. _ o
and Transport SA for inaccurately assessing the ministeria| | am advised that Planning SA has recently instigated the
PAR. Dr Tim Doyle wrote to me about that. It is not a ribbon first of the regional open space strategies in the inner south.
development—it is well back. | am referring to the Monarto It is & coordinated initiative dealing with regional open space
area. It is about 400 metres back from the freeway, is &nd recreational needs. Thisis in your electorate—Marion—
confined area in terms of regional development, and an iss@d @lso in Unley, Mitcham and Holdfast Bay council areas;
that Transport SA was dealing with separately earlier becaus® We should get you more involved in this regional open
there were a number of calls for a service facility or centreSpace strategy for your council areas.

With many lengths of expressway interstate and overseas Mr CONLON: Springwood Park is a very currentissue.
there are service centres and Transport SA has been lookidg | understand it, it originally filed an application for some
at that sort of approach for many years. The ministerial PAR/Ineyards, which would have changed the use of the land. It
on this issue is being considered by the Department dfas been suggested to us that you might be considering giving
Industry and Trade in the calling of tenders. it major project status or that, even if you had not received an

The southern portion of the zone seeks to accommoda@PPlication, you had made inquiries of the department as to
a petrol filling station and service centre. The developmen{/hether it was suitable. | am not making this suggestion: it
of this service centre does not seek to replace existing servitéS been made to us. _
centres provided along the Dukes Highway. Transport SA The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Is the suggestion that | have
will assess the detailed design of the interchange prior tmade Inquiries of the department as to whether it is suitable?
granting an access permit. The new development area does Mr CONLON: Yes.
not erode the rural character of the locality other than the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Mr Garrett wrote to me asking
highway service centre. All commercial development is sethat it be considered a major development. | would forward
back 400 metres from the freeway. The proposed uses of thbat letter on to the department for advice on the criteria set
commercial zone are to be set well back—20 metres foout in the Act for assessment of a major development project,
private property plus 10 metres of road reserve and landscap@ environment, social or economic considerations. The
to retain the approach to the Monarto Zoo. We have insisteBarliament has provided that the decision be made on the
upon all that. | can provide more details on this project, alondMinister’s opinion alone. In reaching that opinion | assure
with the letter from the Conservation Council if the honour-you | seek lots of advice, and you would not be surprised that
able member would like that in terms of completing his file.l would seek it from the department. Rather than looking as
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though it was a nasty thing to do | think you would be know the response of women to the lighting, public transport,
surprised if | did not. walkways and pathway facilities in the city.

Mr CONLON: It was suggested to us that no letter had Mr CONLON: | ask for the particulars. It is a laudable
been sent to you but that you had made inquiries. You havebjective and laudable outcome, but what programs are there?
answered that to my satisfaction. | make no apology folYou have some sort of program with the University of

raising matters that are raised with me. Adelaide to identify issues; is there a program for increasing
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: He has written to me, but the influence of women?
made no formal application. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There is the Government

Mr CONLON: | understand that you would take advice policy that we have a goal of 50 per cent of women on
from many people. At first glance | would find it hard to boards, and | am very keen to see that that happens. We
understand how vineyards could be major developments, @urrently have 50 per cent women on the Development
we would have an awful lot of major developments in SouthAssessment Commission and the Development Planning
Australia. We have planted an awful lot of new vines in theAdvisory Committee. All other committees are being
past couple of years. reviewed as membership comes up—even the relevance of

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will not get into debate here, the committee at the present time. We will have a lot of input
because | do not have the advice and | have not reached nfpm women’s groups in the community on urban regenera-
opinion, but the council has already said that on environmention issues, and we will be actively seeking that opinion.
al grounds it would not consider the project. The Parliament Mr CONLON: For us making half the Parliament in the
has charged the Minister to reach an opinion on the basis @&fower House women we thought was a pretty good move.
environmental, economic or social considerations. It may be The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: You just ‘made it—they did
determined that the council has already ruled itself out ofiot get there on their merits? Well done, Pat! We are all very
considering the project on its merits. | may consider thathankful that you made it for the girls.
environmental considerations would warrant examining this  Mr CONLON: | am sure my colleagues to the right are
project. There are a whole range of issues; it is not just anore than able to defend their own interests.
vineyard but also a hotel and a whole range of things, as | The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | know they are. It was just the

understand. way in which you put it.
Mr CONLON: So it would have tourist facilities? Mr CONLON: We are a Party and something we have
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is what Mr Garrett says seen in the news in recent days is something you people do
he wants and has the money for. not manage to achieve.

Mr CONLON: We will see what comes of it. Inoted that ~ The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We are alive and well.
one of the outcomes listed in the budget papers was to Mr VENNING: As to improved processing of develop-
encourage women’s involvement in planning decisionsnent plan reviews and amendments (page 6.10), this is a
concerning the built environment. That seems laudable. favourite subject of mine and the Minister will be aware of
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Are you a bit alarmed about discussions | have had with her as Chairman of the ERD
that? Committee in trying to speed up the process. So far as the
Mr CONLON: | am not in the least alarmed: | just said ERD Committee is concerned, we want to be involved earlier
I think it is laudable, but | am intrigued as to what it meansin the process. The planning process is often criticised for
and what sort of projects you will put in place to achieve it.stalling investment decisions and frustrating job creation,
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: There are two issues. When which generally takes too long. What action has been taken
| was asked to take responsibility for this portfolio | was or is proposed to speed up the process?
pretty shocked to think that, not only in the hierarchy of The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: A similar question was asked
Planning SA but also on the 22 statutory or advisory commitby the member for MacKillop concerning frustration but not
tees which | had inherited, you had to work hard to find afrom the perspective of your involvement with the ERD
woman around. There are some very able women witlCommittee. | know that your committee is keen to be
planning qualifications and interest in planning matters. Alsoinvolved in the process earlier and we are looking at that as
as | indicated earlier, we should remember that women arpart of the whole assessment of the timetable for development
working in and using the community and are probably on thepplications to go through the approval, rejection or amend-
receiving end of planning decisions more than anybody elsment processes and the plans themselves. Over the past 12
in the community, and | want more involvement of womenmonths a number of initiatives have been taken to improve
in the planning process. | make no apology for that, and it ishe speed and efficiency of processing the PARs and the
definitely one of my goals. development plan reviews. These have included the prepara-
In addition to that, the Office of the Status of Women istion and release of a draft guide to development plan
currently undertaking a joint project with the University of amendments; to provide improved guidance to councils; the
Adelaide and the Adelaide City Council which arises fromundertaking of information and consultation programs with
the planning strategy and the focus on the city and all theseouncils and Government agencies in late 1997, which
things that work really brilliantly together in this departmentcoincided with the release of the draft guide; building
now (whether or not you wish to believe it). Arising from the stronger links with councils by visiting metropolitan and
planning strategy, the Office of the Status of Women is nowcountry councils on a more regular basis to discuss planning
working with the Adelaide City Council and the University issues; adopting a concurrent consultation for most PARs
of Adelaide on a project on women and the built environmentvhere Government agencies and the community are consulted
in the City of Adelaide. It will determine the use of the city over the same period, enabling significantly faster processing
by women and their response to it. The honourable membeaf PARs.
would know that, in many families, the decisions about where That is a big initiative. There is improved tackling of
they go for holidays and whether to go to theatres, restauranBARSs in the production of management statistics through the
or the arts are generally made by women, and we want tapgrading of the computer based Plan Amendment Manage-
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ment System (PAMS). | know your committee has expressed Additional Departmental Advisers:

some interest in seeing that. Really, it is technically boring, Mr T. O’Loughlin, Executive Director, Arts SA.

but useful. Whether it is relevant to the committee, you will  Ms D. Contala, Director, Lead Agencies and Planning.
have to make your decision. | have suggested it will not be, Mr G. Kling, Manager, Budgets, Lead Agencies and
but you can make up your own mind. There is a reduction irP|anning.

processing time for PARs at most stages of the process. This \is C. Treloar, Director, Arts Industry Development.

is what | am anxious to see. We have planning bulletins to be

published and released this coming few months on anumber The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will read an opening

of issues. statement. The appropriation for Arts shown in the outputs
All those initiatives that | have announced are outlinedoperating statement for 1998-99 is $63.701 million, which
over the coming year and what we have started this yeatomprises $53.701 million recurrent funding and $10 million
Planning SA has assessed that the average total time forcapital funding. This figure does not include the capital
PAR with Planning SA has declined since late 1997 until nowprovided for projects within Arts SA and its divisions—an
by 40 per cent, so we are getting on top of that. | am not suramount of $10.695 million. This time last year | announced
officers are looking younger or enjoying it, but we are gettingincreased funding for the arts in the 1997-98 budget, together
on top of it. with a series of specific initiatives designed to encourage
Mr WILLIAMS: | refer to Budget Paper 3 (page 150) stronger performance from the arts sector at all levels, to
‘Abridged statement of cash flow for administered items’ forprovide new opportunities for artistic development and to
the department. The first couple of items appear under botinprove the capital infrastructure supporting that perform-
Receipts and Payments ‘Department for Environmentance. | am pleased to advise that the strategy has paid off.
Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs—Catchment Management At the level of the individual artist, applications for
Subsidy Scheme, $3.850 million’. There is then reference tassistance for projects are now 35 per cent higher than they
‘Hospital Fund—Contribution $13.509 million’. This also were at the corresponding point last year. At the organisation
appears as a receipt and a payment. Can the Minister expldevel, performance agreements are now in place for almost
what they are? all the 20 lead agencies, and there are already indications that
Mr Payze: There is a difference between an item con-the endorsed targets are being met and, in some cases,
trolled by the Minister as distinct from an item administeredsurpassed. The proposal to assist organisations to develop
by the Minister. They are controlled by agencies. All thetheir busmess_ sk|_IIs has been readl_ly accepted by the sector,
administered items are in one part of the budget papers. | wiftnd 11 organisations have had their proposals approved for
give you a definition of what they are. Could | have a repeafinancial assistance from Arts SA. This process will be
of the specifics? devdelopegl furttrtler Iaf[er thlg year, when th? first payments ?re
. ' - made under the unique business incentive program put in
firsy:)\r(\gLilglélil;/le?)értr-:—wr;itﬂrff)trhgﬁ\;}recn;fnzzt?alggrﬁggé?r?dplace in last year’s budget. The 1998-99 budget maintains the

Aboriginal Affairs—Catchment Management Subsidymgh plgt(:autpflfynding put ir}pla:j(.:e Iafst y.e%r.' Tdhis lme?nf th?t
Scheme, $3.850 million’. e substantial increase in funding for individual artists o

$400 000, introduced last year, is being repeated again this

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We do not control them. We  yaar My Chairman, | know that you would be pleased to see

process the funds. The second one has to do with the CTP aégch an initiative.
the hospital side of it. The other is stormwater drainage. Funds available for lead agencies and for other arts

Mr Payze: As to the issue of stormwater drainage andorganisations have also been maintained at the higher level
subsidies, the Government provides a subsidy on a dollar ffrovided in 1997-98. This has been achieved over a period
dollar basis with local government for management ofin which costs of operating the North Terrace institutions and
catchments. This provision is for the disbursement of thoSghe running of the statutory authorities have increased
subsidies to local government. There is a committee under thggnificantly as a result of programmed wage increases.
Minister for Environment and Heritage which determines thé=nding has been maintained in spite of these cost increases,
priorities for those subsidies and there is also a cost tgue to two factors: first, the Government has provided
administer them in making sure that the Government getsjgnificant compensation for the wage increases, thereby
value for money where the subsidies are placed in the fielyemonstrating our commitment to maintaining the vibrancy

Mr WILLIAMS:  Are they appropriated from Consolidat- of the State’s arts sector; and, secondly, the balance of the
ed Revenue through your department? cost increment is being met from savings in non-core areas.

Mr Payze: They are administered items provided for that  In the coming year, the South Australian Film Corporation
purpose. You will find the appropriation with the Departmentwill be assisted in its development by a provision of a
for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs and it $3 million revolving production fund. An amount of
comes back to the department to administer in terms of th§1.5 million is provided this year, with the balance to be
dollars for dollar with local government and the implementa-provided in 1999-2000.
tion. In relation to the Adelaide Festival Centre Trust, works on
the main auditorium are nearing completion, and include the
first major use in Australia of cutting edge technology in the
enhancement of acoustics. The trust will receive $6 million
in the 1998-99 budget to continue with major redevelopment

[Sitting suspended from 5.55 to 7.30 p.m.]

Membership: works.
Ms Key substituted for Mr Conlon. Further capital funds are being provided for the ongoing
Ms Thompson substituted for Ms Rankine. 10 year redevelopment of North Terrace, South Australia’s

Ms Ciccarello substituted for Mr Snelling. most unique cultural asset.
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Plans for the Aboriginal Cultures Gallery at the South  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Regarding public access to
Australian Museum are well advanced, and $4.2 million isperformance agreements, | am advised that our plan was to
provided for the first stage of design and consultatiorfinalise all performance agreements and consolidate them into
in 1998-99. a business plan and that they could then be released. As |

The budget also provides $4.235 million for the first stagenoted in my opening statement, most of the performance
of planning for the $36 million redevelopment of the Stateagreements with lead agencies have been finalised. However,
Library. By the end of 2001, this Government will have as you may have read in the newspaper we have a problem
invested over $70 million in the redevelopment of Northwith one outstanding performance agreement, so they have
Terrace. not all been finalised.

The $5 million redevelopment of the Birdwood Motor  Therefore, the business plan is not ready, but
Museum will open later this year, and the budget alsavr O’Loughlin has indicated that we believe that they could
provides $200 000 for the upgrade of the very successful arise made available. | accept that advice and am pleased to
popular Maritime Museum at Port Adelaide. receive it, because these performance agreements have been

The program of rejuvenation and reform does not end witlundertaken as we want companies to recognise the fact that
this budget. In the coming 12 months the Government wilkaxpayers are investing in their work and we want complete
be examining development opportunities for the arts in threanderstanding between the funding body (Arts SA) and the
areas. The first is the legal structure for the arts in this Statgody in which we are investing (the lead company) about
which has remained largely unchanged for 20 years. Therghat is to be delivered for the taxpayers’ dollar. So, | am
are now some indications that some of these arrangements gleased to learn that those agreements were negotiated on the
falling short of best practice. The Government will be basis that they could be released.
reviewing these areas to identify and implement the reforms s KEY: Is the Minister saying that those agreements

needed to underpin its performance objectives for the artgyill be made available for the Opposition to peruse?
Secondly, the Government maintains that the arts can make The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes.

a significantly greater contribution to the community Ms KEY: There were two parts to my question, one of
generally, particularly through partnerships  with OtherWhich involved the criteria. Will that form part of the
Government programs.

; X o ' -
A major effort will be made to identify opportunities for qurrrr:wal:on tr;t theLM!g:ste.r_\livnl s_upply. involved. Th
the arts and artists to be involved in and to enhance the € mon. Diana Laidlaw: 1Wo ISSUes are invoived. 1he

policies and practices of other Government agencies. Th erformance agreements with th(_a lead agencies are abo_ut the
work will reinforce the Government’s move to establish a pe ollars 'nveSIEd by the taxpayers in the. arts by way of various
cent for arts scheme in relation to public works. Thirdly, theSOMpanies and getting those companies to think about what

: ; ; 2 .. they are delivering today and will deliver in the future and
arts, like any other industry, are going through agIObahsatIOﬁY\_/hat they want to achieve for themselves and the South

process. The Government is keen to actively pursue oppo . ; . .
tunities for international collaborations. The AdelaideAUStr"jlllan community as part of the creative State, reinforc-
Festival is leading the way in this regard and has receivelf'd the value and strength of the arts in this State.
additional funding from the Government for commissions and 1 here are also the triennial funding agreements that we
international collaborations for its festival in the year 2000.S€€K to reach with these companies. When we say that
However, it is recognised that broader opportunities ard 'easury and Arts are prepared to invest on a long-term basis,
available and these will be examined for the benefit of thdl Must be on the understanding that these companies have
entire arts sector and the State. | welcome questions. longer-term plans. Triennial funding helps them to plan and
Ms KEY: Will the Minister table—not necessarily today it helps us and the community to understand what they seek
but shortly, | hope—estimates of expenditure by programt© achieve. We will certainly make these agreements
including all those programs shown in various parts of lasgvailable.
year’s Estimates documents? Incentive payments have been provided: $100 000 has
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | addressed this same issue been allocated to reward arts organisations for superior
when we started the Estimates program today in terms d¥erformances, involving $50 000 for lead agencies and
Transport SA. We have moved to this system of accruab50 000 for annually funded organisations. It is my under-
accounting, which is a new form of accounting rather tharftanding that we can provide those criteria. | do not have with
using the old system that involved cash. We have also move##€ the amounts that have been provided to each agency.
to outputs. We would like to oblige, but | want to ask the ~Mrs PENFOLD: My question relates to project grants,
agency about the ease of doing so. We are able to do that, aBtidget Paper 4, Volume 2 (page 6.1). | refer to the portfolio
we will remove the accrual accounting factors and providedf arts industry development. Will the Minister outline the

the information on a cash basis. impact and result of the new projects grants scheme intro-
Ms KEY: As there is a different budgeting procedure thisduced in 1988 which removed arts specific categories?
year, it is difficult to make comparisons. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This was a bold move by

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will comment on that later.  Arts SA. It has clearly been welcomed by the arts community

Ms KEY: | refer to Portfolio Statements Paper No. 4, in South Australia. As the honourable member said, we have
Volume 2, page 6.13. In the overview, the targets for 1998-98noved away from art form funding to three categories, the
in the program ‘Access to artistic product’ include the aimfirst of which is professional development, and that category
‘deliver incentive payments to reward arts organisations thatas been divided into leadership and emerging artists. So,
are performing well'. What are the criteria for ‘performing emerging artists, generally younger artists, are not competing
well'? Are they related to audiences or budgets? Who decidesith professionals for funding. Clearly, they have welcomed
on these agreements? Can the Minister table the details tifat, as | indicated in my opening statement. The 37 per cent
these agreements for every lead agency across the amgrease infunding applications has largely been the result of
portfolio? applications by emerging artists.
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The second category is cultural, tourism and export, andrtistic product and the list of achievements in 1997-98. One
the third is festivals, events and new commissions. We addeaf the achievements is listed as follows:
$400 000 to the project funds for those new categories so that Estaplished performance-based funding agreements with most
people could apply for funding for research and developmeriead agencies.
as well as projects. That made a total of $1 million availablgp, the House on 4 June in answer to a question about funding
mf%ggS forl_pro_Jectsfand emergln%artlsts. There was g totah the arts, you said:

> ! p g %genues—lncludlng the South Australian Theatre Company, State
round in 1997 under the old art form system. That is an evepera, Meryl Tankard Australian Dance Theatre, and many others—
greater increase when compared with the previous corresn what we will seek to purchase for taxpayer investment in these
pondlng round of Aprll 1997 representlng a 36 per Cen?OmpanleS. In each |nStanCe, the pel’formance agreement requires
increase from that time ’ hat country work be undertaken.

The standard of applications is extremely high. Not Or“yGiven newspaper reports of a rift between Artistic_Director
the quantity but also the quality of applications have beefM€ryl Tankard and the board of ADT over the issue of
assessed as extremely high by peers who have been appoinfggional touring, what is the allocation to Meryl Tankard
to those three categories. The closing date for the seco stralian Dance Theatre for the next financial year and what

round is 30 September this year. Particular attention will béS the financial value of the performance-based agreement
paid to community cultural development projects an rts SA has with Meryl Tankard Australian Dance Theatre?
indigenous arts projects. We concentrated on emerging artists 1€ Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The sum of $732 000 was
this time, and we have done well. We want to keep up thaProvided last flna_nC|aI year to the Australian Dance Thea_tre.
emphasis, but we now want to see more applications fromyh€ company will receive the same sum in the coming

community cultural development projects and indigenous artdnancial year. As part of the performance agreements which,
projects. as | have indicated, have been worked through with every
Mrs PENFOLD: My question relates to the new theatre COMPany and signed aknd sehalet()j W'tdh alm(;)st all of our 20
i i companies, we are asking the boards and management to
initiative (Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, page 6.13). | refer to ork through where they are, where they want to be, how

portfolio access and to artists’ products, which incudes gran .
to annually funded companies. Following the Australia ey could do a variety of work that would best promote the

Council's decision to cut all funding to both Red Shed anOartists or, in this instance, the dancers, that would best see
Magpie last year, the State Govgrnm ent has resolved t%ational and international exposure, and that would also make
continue the State’s share of funding to the second tier theatfd performance contribution to South Australia, including

sector. Will the Minister provide information about the régional South Australia. .
development of the new theatre initiative? The board of the Meryl Tankard Australian Dance

. . i . . Theatre, quite rightly and responsibly, has put in train a
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It was a big decision on our o, 0ehensive review of the company’s purpose, its strategic
part .t;) (chntlﬂue to pr0\r/]|de the $300 000 that thg ﬁtatedha bjectives and the means of meeting those objectives. | am
provided in the past to those two companies, notwithstanding 5, : .
the withdrawal of Federal funds through the AustraliagdvIsed that the company has been assessing the following

. o . . issues: Meryl Tankard’s success in building her international
Council. We maintained those two companies until Marc feputation; the impact of this development upon the

this year when the State Theatre Company indicated that Kgompany’s activities within Australia and South Australia;
would no longer continue with Magpie, and the Red Shed,\ 6 associated need to generate greater income needed to
board resolved that that company should no longer continug, 4+ international activities. Members would appreciate
Its operations. _ _ that it is more costly to go overseas. Those performances do

In March, having sustained those two companies aftéfot generate sufficient income to cover costs and we must see
Australia Council funds were cut, we announced that up tiow we can generate that income, and the board is addressing
$300 000 would be made available for a new second tigfhat issue. There are also the structural changes to the
theatre company. We sought expressions of interest, anthtesentation of dance in Australia’s major performing arts
have been advised that 13 applications have been receivedyenye, and that relates to Performing Australia funds,
which is stunning—from artistic directors or artistically essentially. The Meryl Tankard Australian Dance Theatre last
driven theatre companies. year did not qualify for any funds for touring as part of the

A reference panel has been established that compris@gade to Move Program which is the dance package with a
Rodney Fisher, Artistic Director of the State Theatretouring component promoting dance across Australia.
Company, Jill Smith, General Manager of Playbox Theatre The review has obviously required the company to focus
in Melbourne, Paul Black, a well-known South Australianon its artistic direction, including the mix of activities
actor who has been interstate and who has recently return@étween international, national and South Australian
to live in South Australia, Robyn Archer, Artistic Director of performances. For the record, it may be of interest to
the Adelaide Festival, and Carol Treloar, Director of Artsmembers that in 1995 the company performed on 24 occa-
Industry Development. My understanding is that this grougsions in South Australia and on 37 occasions interstate or
has met, shortlisted and asked for further information abouverseas; in 1996, 15 occasions in South Australia, essential-
two or three companies—Ms Treloar, you look very relaxedy Adelaide and one performance in the Barossa, and 69
sitting there, but I'm not: | am waiting for the answer and | gverseas or interstate; this past year, 14 occasions in South
think many people in the arts community are also waiting foraustralia, including one in the Barossa Valley, and 48
the outcome. | am told that you will be able to give me yourinterstate and most of them overseas.
advice by the end of June. Between 1995 and 1997, 53 of the 154 performances have

Ms THOMPSON: | refer to the ‘Portfolio Statements’, been in Adelaide. Of course, the company has had a very
Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, page 6.13, specifically access successful tour overseas this year, and we enjoyed her
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performances at the Festival wilossessiorClearly, there The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Exactly. This centre was built

are some differences in emphasis at the present time betweh years ago and it clearly needs help. In many senses it is the
the company and the Artistic Director concerning the balanceentral focus for arts performance in South Australia. We
of activities between international, national and Souttknow that it has to have a much higher degree of relevance
Australia. | have enormous confidence—and continue to hav® the community. There is a lot of competition around not
confidence—that the board and Meryl Tankard will work outonly from cinema but sport and entertainment generally and
these differences. | have lost some of that confidence in termge have to make it more attractive in the competitive
of the Artistic Director in the past 24 hours. Her statemenbusiness of gaining patrons. So we are looking at the
that she has been given marching orders and that she has b&atkstage Bar and Grill facilities and the entrance. We are
sacked is false. There is an old wives’ saying, Mr Chairmanlooking at cutting away much of the plaza area and the
‘May her conscience be her guide, and | would ask memberBontage to King William Street, because the frontage is
to reflect on that when reflecting on the issue as a whole. essentially taken up with bus stops and garden beds and one

We will work through this, and | ask Meryl Tankard to would not know that this important centre for the arts is
work through this with us. We are very keen to continue thebehind the foliage or bus stop signs and shelters. We want to
association with Meryl. That is certainly the offer that is onopen that up.
the table, including opportunities for new work and inter-  The kiosk will be upgraded. We are looking at a plaza
national touring. If she does not wish to be involved incafe. | have not formally approached the presiding members
regional touring and if she does not wish to be involved toand members of Parliament about this but there is an
such a large extent in South Australian work, perhaps shepportunity in the master plan to look at a parliamentary cafe
may care to change the way in which she has been workingnd how we could use the facilities of Parliament to outsource
with the company. That is all that is on the table at theand outreach from Parliament House, and break down the
moment for consideration. There is no sacking, and | say thdtarriers between Parliament House and the plaza. | think the
without qualification, but | also say, ‘May her conscience benvestment that taxpayers have made in the facilities here
her guide.’ could possibly be used to capitalise on investment in the

Ms THOMPSON: Can you tell us the financial value of finances of this place and also make the plaza look more
the performance-based agreement Arts SA has with MTAD hospitable, friendly and relevant, with many more people
as opposed to the allocation? around. | see the Chairman frowning a little bit about the

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is the same. plaza cafe: | will have to work on him a bit. He is getting

Ms THOMPSON: Will you advise if funding flowing restless, too, so | know | will have to work hard on this idea.
from these performance-based agreements will be in jeopardiis one of a number of propositions in—
if the current dilemma between the Artistic Director and the The CHAIRMAN: | am well aware of the suggestion
board does not result in a change in policy direction insome 12 to 15 months ago.
regional touring if that ratio you have just talked about does The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: After some 15 years in the
not change? Party room | know your body language well; | know when

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | doubt it from a State you are restless, happy and not happy. So, | will work on you.
perspective. What | would be concerned about is the Australi@here is also provision for better signage and information
Council funding. including touch screen technology and linking visitors

Mr WILLIAMS: [ would like to ask the Minister about between the river, the plaza, the Convention Centre and
the Festival Centre Trust. Through my work with the surrounding areas. It is extraordinary how Adelaide people
parliamentary Public Works Committee | recently had thehave mind sets about the Festival Centre, Parliament House,
privilege of inspecting the Festival Theatre and the workthe Convention Centre and over the road with the parade
currently going on there. ground. We do not seem to link these facilities very well as

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Did you sit in the new seats? public assets.

Mr WILLIAMS: They were not screwed down and we | think the South Bank in Melbourne has done it extremely
were not allowed to because we were going to scratch theell and we should learn from that exercise how we can link
floor. I understand that funding for the current works was inour investment in our State-owned assets fronting on to the
last year's budget, and in Budget Paper Number 5 (page 1-29prrens Lake much better than we have, and this is a real
I see $6 million allocated, which amount is to include exterioropportunity for us to do so. We could even link Parliament
lighting, signage, access and dining facilities. | hope that thatlouse to the plaza but, as | say, | will have to work on the
$6 million will go further than that. The Public Works Chairman about that. That will follow the $3.6 million
Committee was told that some 60-odd individual projectsnvestment on acoustics and seating. | am sorry that the
were involved in the master plan for the upgrading anchonourable member could not enjoy the seats but if he will
refurbishment of the Festival Centre. Can the Minister givecome with me to a performance shortly | know that he will
a very brief outline of the current works and more of anhave good seating, good sight lines and excellent acoustics.
insight into what is proposed for the next 12 months. Mr WILLIAMS: |am looking forward to taking up that

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It willinclude riverside access invitation.
to the Backstage Bar and Grill, a new entrance from King The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: At the same time we might
William Street and improved pedestrian access from the plaasork on a strategy for working on the Chairman for this
car park. If you had walked through the car park to get to théarliament plaza cafe, too.
centre you would realise that it is a real hazard to cross as a Mr WILLIAMS: | see that the total estimated cost on that
pedestrian when all the cars are coming down the roadwdine for the master plan of the Adelaide Festival Centre is
and the drivers are impatient because they were held up18.7 million, and | am a little surprised because | thought it
farther up the street. It is not a good start to an investment imwould run to considerably more than that. In view of the
enjoyment or of dollars. investment that the taxpayers of South Australia are making

Ms Thompson interjecting: into the physical infrastructure, can the Minister advise the
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Committee of any strategies the trust may have to repay to tHausiness and the Public Corporations Act is a more appropri-
South Australian community its support of the arts centre irate structure for the commercial nature of the business it
South Australia. undertakes. Itis part of the growing up of the Festival Centre
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Itis a reasonable question. If Trust after 25 years of operation. The Parliament will have
the taxpayers are to invest that money for the purpose afn opportunity to address that in the very near future.
making the Festival Centre a focal point for performance and Extra funds have been injected as working capital and a
making it as relevant in the next 25 years as it has beenin tHean. There will be changes in terms of the structure and
past 25 years there is work to do. The honourable membearganisation as we have the benefit of new management and
may not have been present at the recent open day to celebrétate Brennan is a breath of fresh air. She is looking at the
its past 25 years. | think 20 000 people attended, whicloperating costs and a number of other factors at the Festival
clearly demonstrates that the Festival Centre is popular ardentre currently on the understanding that the performance
has generated a lot of goodwill and interest over the yearsbligations and number of nights and opportunities for South
We must build on that and on the service that the centre hasustralian companies is maintained at the same level.
provided to the arts over that same period. The CHAIRMAN: | am interested, like my colleague the
Members would be aware that later this year the centre immember for MacKillop, in some of the expenses involved in
to be the host of WagnerRingcycle, which is an enormous the arts. Will the Minister provide information on the costs
coup for South Australia. If you do not like Wagner andto the department of running the State Opera? We have not
opera—and many people do not—what | want people tdeen able to find the relevant information in the various
understand is that we have, a year and a half out of presentimtpcuments. Will the Minister advise the cost to the taxpayer
Wagner's opera, sold all the tickets, and all the sponsorshipf the State Opera and whether it is likely to meet its
(and Mr O’Loughlin might wish to speak about this shortly) outgoings this current financial year?
was raised a year ago. Ms KEY: On a point of order, Sir, why is the Chair
People on high incomes travel the world to see Wagneasking questions?
productions offhe Ring We have these high income earners The CHAIRMAN: The Chair has every right to ask
in Adelaide for eight days. They attend a performance everguestions and is going to ask questions. If you want to stick
second night. How they spend their money on the interveningy the rules, | will—I have been very flexible today. This is
days and nights is something | am really keen to see. With thihe second question | have asked today. | was the first
Grand Prix we had them here for three days. They go to a@hairman of these budget Estimates Committees in 1983, so
event and do not spend other money because most of thelnhknow how they operate. | have bent the rules to assist, in
are sponsored guests. These people are actually paying fearticular, new members. If you want to have a shot at me |
themselves and want to spend money and do other things will apply the rules right down the centre of the Standing
the meantime and the opportunities with regard to tourism ar®rders. From now on there will be no further questions unless
fantastic. It is generated for the arts and the Festival Centrgou tell me to what page and line of the document you are
It has been important to improve the acoustics for this everreferring to.
to ensure the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra and all inter- Ms KEY: | have been here since 7.30 p.m.—
national and local singers are presented in the best way in this The CHAIRMAN: | have been here since 11 a.m.
venue. Ms KEY: | appreciate that, Sir. Perhaps your comments
I am keen to see the Festival Centre, with its relevance tare somewhat inappropriate in my case, since yesterday |
the arts and performances in the future, stage future perforncertainly abided by your ruling. | was just asking you a
ances ofThe Ringcycle and probably present our own question because yesterday it was raised with you whether it
productions. We are now looking at a whole performancevas appropriate for the Chair to ask questions, especially a
policy in a fresh light at the Festival Centre Trust because o€hair from the Government side, when this is really a day for
the upgrading program. We are looking at the performancthe Opposition to ask questions of Ministers.
program also because the trust has invested over some The CHAIRMAN: You completely misunderstand the
10 years in musicals, both as a presenter at the Festivadle of the budget Estimates Committees. The budget
Centre Trust and also as a producer. If one reads the papdfstimates Committees are for members of Parliament to seek
one will see that large scale musicals have been a reaiformation from Ministers and their officers. It is open to
financial hazard for most presenters over some yeamsny member of the House of Assembly to come to either of
worldwide and this has been the experience of the Adelaidthe budget Estimates Committees and seek the concurrence
Festival Centre Trust too. Members would know that thereof the Chair and ask a question and that does not preclude the
was a write-off last year in the Festival Centre’s balanceChairman. | have asked two questions and | was considering
sheet. It has been difficult to turn that around this financiahsking a third and decided | would not: | now intend to. |
yeatr. suggest that, if the honourable member looks at the number
Arts SA has provided extra working capital—about of questions the Opposition has asked today compared with
$240 000—as a loan to the Festival Centre Trust. We arthe number the Government has asked, she will find it is
looking at the performing policy because of the upgrade t@bout two to one.
the centre and because the large musical, which has been aThe honourable member needs to have a good look at the
focus of so much of the performing policy over recent timesmirror and see how this committee has operated. | have bent
is not so relevant to the future. over backwards. If she wants me to apply Standing Orders,
While we are looking at performance policy we are alsol know them and will apply them to the letter of the law. It
looking at the way in which the Festival Centre Trust ismakes no difference to me—it is quite good sport. | object to
structured, at its board membership and the way it works. lthe point of order taken as | have bent over backwards. We
will now be placed under the Public Corporations Act and acan apply it straight down the middle—it does not worry me.
regulation will be brought before the Parliament for thisl have asked a question of the Minister and | would appreci-
purpose in the very near future, because it works in a riskgate the Minister’s commenting.



86 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY—ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B 17 June 1998

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Earlier today | recognised that Library Services’ under ‘Outputs purchased’. Will the
you asked a number of questions and no issue was made Minister explain the difference in the two figures listed for
any member of the committee of that fact. For the State Opelfiibrary information services? The 1998-99 budget is
company, $1.7 million has been devoted this year as th$16.138 million and the 1997-8 estimated result is
State’s investment ifthe Ringcycle. That sum has increased $18.749 million. Why has there been a $2.5 million differ-
by about $240 000 because, for the first time, we havence in the allocation?
allocated to State Opera its costs in engaging the Adelaide The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We will take that question on
Symphony Orchestra to support the State Opera programotice in order to keep the Committee moving. | will provide
State Opera now gets its performance and operating costs aticht information either later tonight fadansardor for the
subsidies, plus the cost of engaging the Adelaide Symphortyonourable member later.

Orchestra, and it will achieve its budget and there willbe no  Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | am fortunate to have the
overrun or blow out. Carrick Hill Museum in my electorate. On page 6.12 of

Ms CICCARELLO: Irefertothe State Library. | declare Budget Paper 4, Volume 2, | notice that a business plan has
an interest as a former employee of 17 years. | refer to theeen completed for Carrick Hill. What is the Government
Arts SA operating statement, ‘Information and Library doing to ensure the financial viability of Carrick Hill and its
Services’, specifically the State Library. Public Servicecontinued survival?
consultant Ken Baxter has recommended the State Library The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have had a rather chequered
should develop strategies for commercial activities with thenistory with Carrick Hill. In the early days of my responsibili-
private sector, conduct extensive market research into ity as Minister for the Arts | found it difficult to accept that we
services and allow other services on site. Has the Librarghould be spending so much on the maintenance of a
considered what such commercial activities should be angroperty—the gardeners and so on—out of the arts budget
how will they impact on the free and highly regarded servicesvhen we were having great difficulty maintaining arts effort
provided by the library, and is this a warning that the Staten the employment of dancers and maintenance of companies.
Library will have to start looking at funding elsewhere It was suggested that land should be sold and a select
because the State Government cannot guarantee its funding®mmittee was set up for that purpose. After working through

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Certainly, the State Govern- that select committee process and hearing more evidence |
ment is strongly supportive of the library. It has made acame to the view that Carrick Hill deserved another go and
capital investment of $36 million in the new library. The that it should be provided with a new board. That came about
library has just completed a marketing plan, which the boardvith the resignation of the then board members.
is considering. Mr O’Laughlin may wish to add a little more  On the recommendation of the select committee the
about the commerecial activities being considered by the boarBarliament has given the challenge to the Carrick Hill Trust
and commented upon by Mr Baxter. | understand that thiso come up with a business plan looking at the first three
approach is being undertaken by State libraries throughout thears in a robust way and a 12 year plan for Carrick Hill
country and overseas. being more self sustaining than it is at the current time, given

Mr O’Loughlin: Mr Baxter's report focused on the need its dependence on the arts budget and taxpayer subsidy. The
for the library to generate more of its own income. He pointedL2 year plan is in its final stages. | have seen the 3 year plan
out that by Australian standards a very small proportion of itand the board is working on the 12 year plan. | will get that
income was generated from its own exertions. However, thenglan within the week—I certainly hope before Parliament
was no suggestion in that report that that income should aeturns—so it can be tabled.
would replace the subsidy that is being provided by the State The current financial year, 1997-98, is proving to be a
Government at present. It recognised that, in the event thatarticularly good year for Carrick Hill, with visitor numbers
the redevelopment went ahead, the higher levels of servideaving increased by 30 per cent over the previous year. We
that would be expected would also require some increase imave a new board, headed by Mrs Fiona Adler. The confi-
operating expenditures. However, it asserted that there watence of the select committee and Parliament that Carrick
the potential for that to be met from the increased commercidHill should be given another go seems to be paying off. They
activities. are all working hard, and the residents also understand. Part

Ms CICCARELLO: Isitappropriate for a State library, of the difficulty in the past is that the residents have been
which should be providing a free information service to theextraordinarily reluctant to see any efforts at Carrick Hill that
community, to be involved in commercial activities? would mean after hours activities, and therefore a more

Mr O’Loughlin: Mr Baxter’s report pointed out that all secure, commercial, self sustaining financial basis for Carrick
the mainland libraries in Australia had activities that wereHill.
generating from 15 to 20 per cent of their own revenue, that The anticipated result for this financial year is over 45 000
the State Library of South Australia was relatively low with visitors. There have been fantastic outdoor performances; |
respect to those but that it could increase that activity withouassume the honourable member wenMioch Ado About
compromising the core activities of the library in providing Nothing which was part of the fringe festival program. There
those free services. have been outdoor performances by the Adelaide Symphony

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Ms Contala has advised me Orchestra; did you go to that?
that the concept consultants engaged to look at the design of Mr HAMILTON-SMITH:  No.
the new State Library have already engaged business The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Well, you missed something
consultants to examine the nature of the business that thieere. There have been opera recitals and the Olive Festival;
State Library could negotiate and determine how that couldid you go to that? | want to know whether the honourable
be incorporated in design aspects. That has been undertakeember was among the 45 000 visitor numbers, and how he
with the endorsement of the board. can help us increase that number further. In 1998-99 a land

Ms CICCARELLO: On page 144 the Estimates State-management plan will be developed, and the important
ment (Budget Paper 3) there is reference to ‘Information an8uilding work required to the foundations will be completed.
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The management and board is returning the house to theealth promotion purposes with Ms Christine Charles, Chief
manner in which the Haywards lived in it and left it, and thatExecutive Officer of Health and Family Services.
presentation of the house will make it more interesting. | highlight that for the coming financial year the sum
Certainly, the exhibitions are more interesting, and thenvolved is $2.39 million. All the recommendations from the
outdoor programs and the association with other arts activitidsiving Health Board have been endorsed by the Government
and partnerships are fantastic. As a sign of confidence in thend letters went to all the arts organisations today advising
future the Government has maintained the 1998-99 allocatiotthem of their grants. That letter also advises that for the next
to Carrick Hill at the previous year level—this year’s level— three financial years—so that we have four financial years in
and this has been achieved in a difficult budgetary climatall—the sum of money to the arts will be the same. So, this
and notwithstanding my misgivings. is not just a one-off allocation from general purpose funds to
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | am also interested in the the arts. We believe that we will simply be able to manage
development of North Terrace. | refer to Budget Paper 4this exercise by extending the existing frameworks that we
Volume 2, pages 6.3 to 6.6, and specifically to the portfolidhave for assessing grants, but keeping separate the allocation
outcomes and strategies. Will the Minister outline theof grants for health promotion purposes.
initiative plan to improve the activities and access for the Also, we will be establishing a separate peer assessment

community to North Terrace as a cultural precinct? grant category for cultural community development grants.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | have indicated that our 1hiS is something that we probably should have done some

forecast investment as a State Government and taxpayers Bfj€ ago but have not done well, that is, to look at how the
North Terrace amounts to $70 million. Some $36 million has3ts work with the community in terms of what would be
been assigned in the forward estimates, including $4.3 millio§€fined as ‘amateur’ arts activities. We have stood as an arts
for the library this coming financial year. As to the Abo- organisation removed from much of that. | name the Inde-_
riginal Cultures Gallery, all the feasibility work has been P&€ndent Theatre Company. We really have to assess why it
almost completed and we should see tenders let this year. Mfould notqualify for some funding through the arts in terms

O’Loughlin will explain how he is pushing this project Of quality of programs, the employment of artists or working
forward. opportunities for artists, designers and producers. Those

Mr O’Loughlin: We expect to go before the Public things have challenged me for some time.

. L . We have not been able to address the matter, but | think
Works Committee in mid August and we will progress thethere is an opportunity now, through the disbanding of Living
project to that stage.

) ) . Health, for us to look again at the way we do some things and
_The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We certainly want the work o we could do it better, but also in many aspects with a
finished before the Olympic Games because the Abongmeﬂea“h focus as well which we would not wish to lose,
Cultures Gallery will be a major drawcard for this State. Wepeacause | think Living Health achieved a lot. | say that as a
know from survey after survey that international visitors aregm oker. | have not yet given up, but | have learnt a lot.
particularly interested in our indigenous cultures and we have s, O'Loughlin: It is expected that one staff member
hgre the best collection i_n Australia. _It is about time it wasggm, Living Health will transfer to Arts SA and, as the
displayed and we are going to have it on show for the yeaginister said, the management models that we are pursuing
2000, for the Olympic Games and for the next millennium. 3¢ the moment are very much driven by extending the use of
Ms THOMPSON: | refer to Program Estimates, Paper 3, administrative systems that are in place rather than achieving
page 144, specifically the Living Health aspect of Arts SAoverlap. In the case of Arts SA, it becomes another grant
outputs operating statement. Given the Treasurer's announcgategory which we believe can be simply added without great
ment in the budget that Living Health will be axed, | seekexpense to the existing administrative machinery that we have
more detail about how the arts proportion of Living Healththere for the management of grants. In the case of the health
funds will be administered. The Treasurer’s statement ogromotion function, we would be looking at purchasing
27 May on the demise of Living Health said its administra-services from the Health Promotion Unit in the Department
tion costs and processes were estimated to be $880 000# Human Services. This will have the benefit of having
1997-98, with further administration related costs of somexxisting expertise supplemented by the expertise of the
hundreds of thousands of dollars included in other budggirevious Living Health organisation when it transfers over.
lines. He also said there was considerable duplication and Ms THOMPSON: My second question relates specifical-
administrative overlap in various Government and Livingly to the emphasis on the hands-off aspect of the grants
Health grants programs in the arts area. In terms of thgrocesses. Can you please amplify that issue?
administrative arrangements, how many staff will transfer The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: In common with the member,
from Living Health to Arts SA and how much will this save? that issue has been important to me, the Government and Arts
Where will operating savings be made when allocated fundgA. It is a particular issue for the arts community as well.
will continue through 1998 and 19997 Whether it be a Liberal or Labor Government, they do not
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | thank the honourable seem to trust politicians and want anyone but politicians
member for her question. These are issues that we hawevolved. They want us to fight for the arts funding for arts
actively addressed. It has been very important to the Govermpurposes, but when it comes to the allocation of arts funds,
ment in our working relationships with the arts and in thethey do not want us anywhere near it. That has always
promotion of the arts generally in South Australia that we geseemed a bit of an irony to me. That is the way it is and that
this right. If Living Health was to be disbanded, we had to bes the way | work it. We have made sure that, in terms of the
confident not only in our own minds but also to sell to the artsallocation of the Living Health promotion component of the
community that we were doing the right thing by it, plus thegrants, it will be applied for and provided through Arts SA
health promotion area as well. | feel confident we have don the future. Assessment of grants will be done by the peer
s0. In amoment | will ask Mr O’Loughlin to go through some assessment committees that have been established. The
of these issues, because he has been dealing with grants dovernment established new committees for the new
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categories of professional development, emerging artistsyorks. Can the Minister report on the progress of this

festivals and cultural tourism, and | am completely confidentedevelopment?

that the arts community have confidence in the capacity of The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Are you suggesting that the

those committees and their membership; otherwise therfeinding for your favourite project could come from ineffi-

would not have been such an overwhelming number ociencies on other capital works?

increase in applications in this last grant round. Mrs PENFOLD: Yes, $1.8 million could come off the
The arts community clearly has confidence in the peebtate Library redevelopment of $34 million, or from the

assessment system that we have established—that they wil8.7 for the Adelaide Festival Centre, and it would hardly

be judged fairly. Those same groups, plus a new group fdpe noticed.

community cultural development, will be looking at these ~ The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: With all due respect, it would

grants for under $5 000 that we would be looking to establisfpe noticed. | hope that the honourable member is not

within the next six months. lobbying the member for MacKillop and other members of
Mr O’Loughlin: The Minister's discussions have also the Public Works Committee with your current proposition.

related to the protection of the integrity of peer assessment Mrs Penfold interjecting: .

for the purposes of the former Living Health funds, so that The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The honourable member is

there would be some representation from the health promdlght: no funding is provided this financial year in the capital

tion sector on that panel. Obviously, one of the things thay/orks purposes for the upgrade of the Lincoln Civic Centre.

people compete on is the extent to which they can delivel? the past, we have provided funds for the preparation of the

healthy messages. So, there is a need for some add&idy. as I recall. The sum of $5 000 was provided for a
expertise to make that assessment. design proposal for the Port Lincoln Civic Hall. Then council

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Again, it will not be my proceeded with the $34 000 for the design development
expertise! ' ' ' proposal for the project, and this has been partly funded by

Ms CICCARELLO: | refer to Estimates Paper No. 3, the arts community in Port Lincoln. The proposal for the civic

(page 144) ‘Access to artistic product’. Can the Ministerha” to be developed into a multipurpose arts centre, incorpo-

outline the financial situation of the Fringe Festival after theratlr;(g ﬁ high quality theatre, a visual arts dlgpl?fy space, c;aft
1998 Fringe? Specifically, will the Fringe incur a debt and’ O"Ksnops, community meeting rooms and office space for
will this be picked up by ”’]e Government? Given the f’ocusarts staff, at an estimated cost of $1.8 mllllon, has now been
on moving Arts administration to the West End, will the put to the Government by the Port Lincoln council. The

. - ouncil is seeking Government support of $1.2 million
"[\c/l)\llc:ls'zer urge the Fringe to move back to the other end o owards the project. The honourable member said we should

: : . . trim $1.8 million.
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Fringe was given an M?s Penfold interjecting:
opportunity last year to nominate whether it wanted to use its 114 Hon. Diana LaidIaW' Why are you asking for more
increased funds to relocate to the East End or to stay in igsh ' '

. L an the council has sought?
current premises—a part of the Living Arts Centre. The board \1rs PENFOLD: | am trying to pick up another $600 000
decided to stay at the Living Arts Centre, using it as §

. L2 %or my interpretive centre; that is why.
headquarters, but to host its festival in the East End. | have +ha Hon. Diana Laidlaw: So you are trying to take off

always argued that it did not matter where it hosted it§he arts budget not only $1.2 million for the Port Lincoln
festival and that it was irrelevant where the headquarters wagg hire put you want $600 000 for what else?
What was relevant for the board to determine is whether it~ .« PENFOLD: The interpretive centre. '

wanted to move its headquarters to the East End and pay tpe pon, Diana Laidlaw: The honourable member asks

9 lot, given all the money she has for the roadworks that no
d festivals. The board—l think wisel h K UChiher Government ever sought to fund. Now she wants to take
and festivals. The board—I think wisely—chose to keep ISy s that have been fought for for years for the State
headquarters in the Lions Arts Centre and use those eXt@brary, and so on, for her favoured projects—not only the

funds which we provided and which amounts to aboutyic centre but also an interpretive centre. | do not even
$160 000 per annum. It stages the festival every two Yeargnow that there is an arts component in it.

and we are providing $160 000 per year more to the Fringe, ', 5, fairness, this is a worthwhile project. The honour-

and, : think rightly, it l\(jlid not chooshe toEuse ItEh%t slimply 0N able member has been most earnest and diligent in pursuing
(rjent_a_ paym(ants to a”gov\)/ |nht e East End. t_wads St | am being equally earnest and diligent in looking for
ecision, and we agreed. \We have not yet received any,,4q | would prefer the Public Works Committee not to trim

accounts from the Fringe for the last F.esti.val. I am told byihe funds that we have fought for and gained for the State
Ms Contala that she phoned the organisation today. Library.

Ms Contala: We were advised today that the board has  \s CICCARELLO: | refer to ‘Arts SA outputs—
auditors there now, and we will have audited statements eaflyperating statement—library and information services’. How
in July. The information we have received to date is that ther%any positions have been lost in the Art Gallery, Museum
is a balanced result for the Fringe. and Library as a result of the centralisation of corporate

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We wish that that would be so. services in the North Terrace institutions? Which corporate

Mrs PENFOLD: Irefer to Budget Paper No. 5, (pages 1 services have been taken over by Arts SA and which ones
to 29), the portfolio of capital works, and note that there is nchave been left for the organisations to do? Will the Minister
mention of the redevelopment of the Port Lincoln civic hall.list these?

The Minister is aware that the electorate of Flinders is the The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This project was undertaken
only major regional centre without a performing arts centremainly because of the wage strategies and the enterprise
and the city has substandard visual arts areas. Perhaps tiergaining offer that the staff of Arts SA resoundingly
funding could come from efficiency savings on other capitalaccepted. | am relaxed about that. However, we must find the
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wage cost component of that enterprise bargaining. In parprovide good rates for further films. If you can persuade
our costs have been supplemented by Treasury, which Norwood councillors to help us with costs associated with
terrific, and | commend Mr O’Loughlin, Rod Payze—as film production, that would be good. | heard Helen Leake, the
Chief Executive of the department as a whole—Barry Atwellproducer of a film calledHeaven’s Burningspeak on the
and others. Many people fought hard to get that supplementaadio the other day, and she said that our production costs
tion, and | compliment them, because it has meant less palrere because of the goodwill of South Australians are
in the arts overall in terms of how we would fund those wageprobably 30 per cent to 40 per cent lower than if the same
increases. We have been supplemented for part of thiém were produced in Sydney. So, we have that competitive
funding. We have had to find the other part ourselvesadvantage.
Arts SA has spoken to the divisions for which we are We want to provide this revolving fund to help with the
responsible—the Art Gallery, Library and Museum—to look up-front costs. We are guaranteed to get back those costs; that
at what are non-core functions. is why it is called a revolving fund, so that we can reinvest
We have insisted that they not cut funding from any coren films and attract high levels of film production in this
arts program, and the boards and the management ha®tate. Itis about jobs; it is about locations, and it is about the
agreed to that. We have looked at non-core functions, whicprofile of this State.
means that the functions will still be undertaken but by a Mr WILLIAMS: | note in the budget that the estimated
different unit and not separately by each of those divisionstotal cost is $3 million and the proposed expenditure for the
Savings will help to meet the wage costs overall. We will stillforthcoming year is exactly half that amount. Is it proposed
have all the services. | think there is a loss of about 12hat $1.5 million will be injected over each of the next two
positions, but Mr O’Loughlin may wish to report further.  financial years, and will the Minister tell the Committee what
Mr O’Loughlin: The Minister’s advice is correct. There the discounted rate might be?
is a net loss of 12 positions. However, the actual loss interms The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We already have more than
of displaced persons will be significantly less, | think it will enough projects before the South Australian Film Commis-
be about three or four, because obviously we have beesion to use the $1.5 million for the next financial year. We
planning for this for some time. As various positions havehave not even begun the financial year. At this stage, the
become vacant they have been filled with casual or temporamnumber of projects amount to more than the $1.5 million that
staff. In the first instance, we attempt to find positions forwe will allocate for the next financial year. So, there are
people within Arts SA before attempting to find positions for plenty there. They could probably use up the $3 million

them in the broader Government sector. straight away, but $1.5 million is to be allocated for next year
Ms CICCARELLO: So, we will be able to have alistat and $1.5 million for the following year as new funds for this
some stage. purpose.

Mr O’Loughlin;: The functions are relatively straightfor- Mr O’Loughlin: Because this funding will come into
ward: accounting and finance, human resources and adminisffect next year, we are still formulating the guidelines for
tration (in particular, contracts administration). recommendation to the Minister, and the issue of the discount

Mr WILLIAMS: | refer to the Capital Works Statement, will be addressed in those guidelines.

Budget Paper 5 (page 1-30)—the South Australian Film The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It will not be a 2 per cent loan,
Corporation. It states that there is an intention to ‘establishvill it?

arevolving discounted loan facility to help fund the produc-  Mr O’Loughlin: No.

tion of films in South Australia by independent film makers’.  The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is a cash flow loan.

I am interested in this discounted loan facility, because the Ms CICCARELLO: In relation to the Festival Centre
other discounted loan facility that has been mooted is imrust, | refer to the outputs operating statement, specifically
Queensland by the One Nation Party. It suggests that it ca access to artistic product. What is the allocation to the
lend funds to farmers at a rate of 2 per cent. | wonder whergestival Centre Trust, what component goes towards

they got that idea? Could it have come from within thesupporting accommodation for the Adelaide Festival, and will
Minister’s arts budget? Will the Minister please explain? this continue?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: To think that the member for The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The allocation for the
MacKillop would judge any of our public works programs for Adelaide Festival Centre Trust for 1998-99 is $4.717 million,
the arts is a frightening prospect based on that last referencgnd the accommodation allocation is $70 000.

I hope that the One Nation Party will revolve around itself,  Ms Ciccarello interjecting:

but we will work on that. The revolving fund for the film The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is being negotiated at
industry is a critical part of maintaining jobs in South present.

Australia in the film industry and seeking to sustain continu-  Ms Ciccarello interjecting:

ous employment in this important indUStry in this State. Local Mr O’Lough"n: The current tenancy arrangement expires

members generally would have all celebrated the success gh 30 June, so the matter must be resolved by then.

Scott Hicks in directingshine That was a one-off revolving Ms KEY: | would like to read two questions intéansard

fund effort in the sense that we cash flowed his up-front costgyr the Minister to take on notice. | refer to Estimates

on the basis of production guarantees. Statement Budget Paper 3 (page 144)—access to artistic
Many of the funds that are raised for films are guaranteeg@lroduct. The Australia Council’s report ‘Taxation reform and

to come in later, but they do not have the up-front costshe arts’ prepared by KPMG outlines the implications for

needed actually to produce the film. FBhinethe State artists and arts organisations of a proposed goods and services

provided $2.5 million, which was quickly repaid. It was tax. | will now quote from a media release issued by the

guaranteed anyway by other contracts. Australia Council on 26 May 1998, which states:

Ms Clccarelllo '"te”.ec“”‘%l: ‘According to a report in this weekBusiness Review Weekly
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Norwood Town Hall [18 May], economic modelling . indicates that the cultural and

looked fantastic in the film. We would love to see yourecreational services sector is one of the three sectors of the economy
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likely to be worst hit by the introduction of a GST. KPMG tax are co-located with the Office for the Status of Women to
partner, Stephen Frost, expects that a broad based consumption {gdate the information system.

will increase admission prices to a range of cultural and recreational For the third i | 's stat twill b
activities. The Government may wish to explore the option of FOr the third ime, an annual women's statement will be

increasing arts funding to help the arts community ease the GStabled in the spring session of Parliament. This statement

impact,” he said. gives the women of South Australia an account of departmen-
The questions that | wish the Minister to take on notice infal programs and projects which affect women. The last
relation to that matter— statement highlighted work across Government agencies and

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The honourable member between the public and private sectors and highlighted many
should not make statements. She must put the questions d@@st practices in the delivery of services to women.
will have to rule her out of order. The office aims to identify women who can make a strong
Ms KEY: First, has the Minister read or been briefed oncontribution to business, Government and the wider
the report? Has Arts SA analysed economic modelling thatommunity on Government boards and committees and
predicts that the cultural and recreational services sector through the private sector. The office is providing a series of
one of the three sectors of the economy likely to be worst hihetworking opportunities for women and | am, in turn,
by the introduction of a GST? Has any consideration beeworking with the office to increase representation of women
given to the impact that a GST will have on an alreadyon Government boards and committees.
struggling South Australian arts industry? If a GST is  An executive search is undertaken by the Office for the
imposed, will the Minister increase funding to the artsStatus of Women which complements the register. A
community to help it cope with increased costs? handbook outlining roles and responsibilities of board
The CHAIRMAN: Order! These are hypothetical members is being finalised at the present time. We are
questions. The honourable member is testing the tolerance @lorking well across the portfolio in relation to vacation care
the Chair. programs and family and workplace responsibilities and there
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: We received a report last may be an opportunity to highlight that work during question-
week. The analysis has been done. | can answer the questigng.

| challenge the comment about the struggling arts sector: it \\e gre also working with the Adelaide City Council, the

has never been better funded. _ University of Adelaide and TransAdelaide to give women the
The CHAIRMAN: We now come to the Office of the pnortunity to have more say about their use of the city.
Status of Women. Views of women are being sought through focus groups and

telephone surveys on a regular basis about a range of
financial issues. Domestic violence is another area which will
be a focus of activity in the coming year, plus this issue of
women, the built environment and planning issues.

The CHAIRMAN: Minister, would you like to make We have revitalised the women’s portfolio and | am
brief comment? pleased with the Women'’s Information Service, the restruc-
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Budget for the Office for  ture and the relocation which is providing information to

the Status of Women in 1998-99 is $1.358 million. TheMore women throughout the community no matter their

Budget provides for growth in all three areas of fundedd&ographical location or background or age, and access to
information is absolutely critical to any decision making in

Departmental Advisers:
Ms Carmel O’Loughlin, Director, Office of the Status of
Women.

activity:
the Office for the Status of Women:; the world today.
the Women’s Advisory Council; and, Ms KEY: My first three questions refer to the Portfolio
the Women’s Information Service. Statements, page 6.66. In the 1998-99 budget, reference is

The Government has revitalised the women’s program an@hade to a number of portfolios impacting on women. The
strengthened the contribution women make in setting thgortfolios mentioned are industry, trade and tourism; human
agenda. There is closer collaboration between those thré&grvices; transport, urban planning and the arts; education and
areas which is resulting in better outcomes for the women dfaining; employment; and primary industries and resources.
South Australia. The focus, Women Investing in the FutureWill the Minister cite other strategies and initiatives in
which is the overriding theme of activities in the women’s relation to women undertaken under other portfolio areas? In
area that | manage has produced significant results. A@ays gone by we had a women’s budget, which was helpful
example is the series of check lists which have been develn identifying—and hopefully was helpful for departments in
oped by the Women’s Advisory Council to inform women identifying—where departments and programs were directing
about financial issues. The check list, which will addresgesources to women. Will the Minister consider reintroducing
issues such as signing a guarantee, obtaining of finance aHit initiative?
signing of a contract, will in fact be launched by the Premier The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: No, the Government does not
tomorrow. Other checklists will be developed in consultationplan to reintroduce the old women’s budget, which simply
with women through focus groups and a phone-in and thelpoked at where departments were spending sums of money.
will be distributed through the Women'’s Information Service Today in terms of the annual women’s statement presented
in various languages. to Parliament we are looking at the outputs of expenditure

The Women’s Information Service has relocated to aoutcomes, which is directly relevant to the program initiative.
shopfront in the Station Arcade. This has resulted in aVe are looking at best practice. We are not putting down
dramatic increase in the use of the service and provideeverything the department may wish to have presented. We
opportunities for more women to access information andire seeking in a sense a more challenging exercise and only
information technology. An Internet program enables womermputting in the best, so we provide some incentive for other
to learn basic computer skills and to access the Internet. Stadfyencies as to why they are not presented in this statement—
are rostered for direct customer service in the shopfront anblecause their practices are not sufficient for inclusion.
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This is the way in which Governments across Australiaare The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Women’s Information
now presenting their work on behalf of women. Ms Service applied for and was successful in receiving funds
O’Loughlin may wish to comment on that. | can certainly through the Federal Government for the Rural Internet Access
find from each Government agency some of the specifiprogram. Ms O’Loughlin may wish to elaborate on that.
outcomes that the honourable member has soughtin terms of Ms O’Loughlin: The Federal Government has given
the portfolio areas. Certainly, they are highlighted assome money to enable women to access information tech-
achievements in the women'’s statement. The last one was laslogy. A pilot project is already in place in the Mallee, and
October. We expect the next one, because of the sittinghe rest of the projects will be established this year.
arrangements, to be in November, and work is being under- The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: One in the electorate of
taken by the Office of the Status of Women with thosef|inders?

agencies at the moment. Ms O’Loughlin: Yes; on the peninsula in any case. There

Ms O’Loughlin: Generally, women’s budgets are not js a remote one as well, where we use a laptop. It has been in
being produced any more federally or in the other States. conjunction with women’s groups in the areas. The one in the

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: That is irrespective of the Mallee has been very successful, and the others will be
persuasion of the Government. starting in the near future, because of the success of that one.

Ms O’Loughlin: We are endeavouring to highlight best  Ms THOMPSON: | refer to Portfolio Statements page
practice so that we can look at collaboration across agenci@s66 and further to the report entitled ‘Once victim, always
and across Government and the private and communityictim’ by Katherine Littler as part of the parliamentary
sectors to achieve better outcomes with the same amount pfternship program. Will the Minister support legislation to
money. protect the confidential counselling records of sexual assault

Ms KEY: | am interested to know, particularly in my victims in South Australia?
shadow portfolio areas, what the strategies and initiatives are, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Are you referring to the
as | cannot find them. | would be reassured by the Minister'svomen’s Statement last year or the budget this year?
offering to highlight some of the other portfolio areas: that Ms THOMPSON: It was the Women's Statement; it
would be helpful. arises from page 6.66, but you probably know the answer

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will do that. without reference to the papers.

Ms KEY: | refer to the Portfolio Statements, page 6.66, The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: This issue has been pursued
regarding the Women'’s Advisory Council. What was the cosby the Attorney. It is to be brought to the Cabinet table by the
of the Women'’s Advisory Council for 1997-98 and what wasAttorney, but he has not yet done so. It has been earnestly
the estimate for 1998-99? Have the targets for the past 1gbught through legal sectors and the women’s movement
months been achieved and has community consultation be@voughout Australia, and | think the proposal has merit.
undertaken by the council with country and metropolitan  Ms THOMPSON: | refer to Portfolio Statements page
South Australian women and, if so, what has it cost, especiak.66, and note that one of the Government's goals to advance
ly in the south? the status of women is to promote the relocated Women'’s

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The $100 000 is the expendi- Information Service answer shop to a broader customer base.
ture for the Women'’s Advisory Council in this budget year What do the figures show about the impact on patronage of
and next financial year. You wanted to know the range othe Women'’s Information Service since its relocation to a
projects? shopfront location?

Ms KEY: | was looking at the consultation aspect of what ~ The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It is certainly higher than even
the Women'’s Advisory Council has been doing and the cosgur high expectations. The move to new and easily accessible
of that. premises has resulted in an almost 1 000 per centincrease in

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The cost is in the overall the walk-in patronage, which is fantastic—and this was our
budget figure. In the development of financial informationgoal in having a shopfront. It was quite a bold initiative, and
and the range of checklists that will be developed, thé remember Ms O’Loughlin, the staff and the volunteers at
Women'’s Advisory Council consulted widely (and | will gain the centre all being a bit nervous—first, at being in a fish
the specifics on that) to identify the issue that it should béoowl and thinking that they were being observed; and,
focusing on, with the assistance of the Office of the Status asecondly, really worried about whether anyone at all would
Women. Having identified the issue, it has consulted widelycome. It was quiet for a little while, but now it is just
through phone-ins and surveys, to identify the range of issudantastic, and | love walking by, or even entering and seeing
in that financial information package to be presented. Inhe range of people and learning of their background. There
addition, this weekend a phone-in will be conducted whichis a 93 year old woman, who comes in by train, who is
will examine not so much what women earn but morelearning the computer: she is just sensational. It is fantastic
particularly how they use that money and provide themselve® see the range and age of people coming in for the first time
financial security and contracts and a whole range of matterand not being intimidated, and learning and thinking that it
We are seeking the information to help them and ultimatelys all much easier now that they are communicating. They are
to help us provide better information not only through thelearning, they are communicating with their children and
Women'’s Information Service but also through the financialgrandchildren and also with people from a whole range of
institutions so that they can distribute and use the informatiooultural backgrounds, which is exciting.
that we have gathered. Ms CICCARELLO: My question also relates to Portfolio

Mrs PENFOLD: | refer to access to information, Statements, page 6.66, and I refer to child care. | understand
reference: Budget Paper 4, Volume 2. What initiatives are ithat Transport SA has work-based child care. How many
place to assist rural and remote women in South Australia tother State Government agencies have work-based child care;
have access to information regarding issues that may affeuthat is the cost associated with work-based child care; how
their lives? many public sector employees are involved in the program;
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and are there any strategies in place to further encourag®ordination with the Office of Multicultural and Inter-
more work-based child care? national Affairs?

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: The Transport SA vacation ~ The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes. There is cooperation. |
care child-care program was established about 18 monttigentioned earlier the new financial check list to be launched
ago. It arose from a study on family and the workplace. It igomorrow by the Premier. It will be translated into a variety
a user pays service. There were some establishment co§fother languages. At the Women's Information Service we
which, if they have not been fully recouped now, | understandnave a staff member who is using communication technolo-
they will be by the July school holidays. It has been verygies and has access to the telephone interpreter service. This
successful for the children, but particularly for the parentse€nables a woman'’s inquiry to be dealt with immediately in
| have been really keen to push for this vacation carder first language, and that is important. We have a staff
program_omy knowing my own sister’s experience, and Imember who was seconded for 12 months to the Domestic
cite the fact that four terms may be fine for teachers andiolence Support Unit to undertake a project producing a
students, but for parents it is really very difficult to manage Series of audio CDs for radio announcements in 13 languages,
No sooner has one holiday period finished than one seems &0ong with written materials in 12 languages about domestic
be planning for how to address the next. violence, which is a huge issue for the community at large to

The vacation care program has seen absenteeism drggdress._ _ _
quite dramatically within Transport SA. It has also engen- N ad’d|t|on, alarge number of women who book in for the
dered really good, positive feelings between workplace an¥/omen’s Internet Access Program are from a non English-
management, in that this project was supported at a time Speaking background. For several of these women it is their
reform and rationalisation, and families and kids were seefNly method of contact with family and the countries from

as valuable, despite all the other matters that we were seekir‘ig"i‘:h they have escaped as refugees. That was an interesting
to tackle. element of the Internet access project which | had not
appreciated and which | think other members of staff and

The second floor of Roma Mitchell House, which has aNolunteers had not appreciated. One of the big issues for non

outdoor area, will be the base for the second program. A tot . . ; . " .
of 12 children between the ages five and 12 will be accomq_%nghsh-speaklng people is the question of dialect. In various

modated for the first time for the July school holidays, ano'anglrjsar%ilsy g;ggﬁt: IZ;ZL?;E;eenbgl[fggurlgt tgzr(:lyoﬁm?:?ng?r?at
we are pleased with that response. The Premier’s sta’temelstglwa < another issue for Us in trving to communi(;ate

on child care the other day (which | was involved in formulat- Ms I)</EY' Mv last question rrglat%s 0 the Workiﬁ

ing) also indicates that we are keen to see this vacation cayg, NG q 9

initiative move across other Government agencies. | kno omen’s Centre. As a former worker there, | am interested
: o know the centre’s budget allocation for this financial year

that the Minister for Industry, Trade and Tourism, theCompared to last year. Secondly, | understand that the
Minister for Government Enterprises and the Minister forWorking Women's Centr.e is probab,Iy about to join the shop
Education, Children’s Services and Training will be the nextfront service across the road. Can the Minister give me some

Ministers with whom we wil b? wc_)rklng. details about future funding and the services we expect the
Mr WILLIAMS: My question is supplementary to the Working Women'’s Centre to provide?

answer given to the member for Flinders. The Minister  the Lon Diana Laidlaw: | will have to provide at a later
referred to Commonwealth funding to provide information 4t the budget figure which is provided by the Department
services to rural women. Did that funding come from the¢ Industry and Trade. The centre has a new Director, Ms
Regional Telec_ommunication Infrastructure Fund resyltingSandra Dann, following the resignation of Ms Leena Sudano,
from the one-third sale of Telstra? How much was applied Qg has begun full-time law studies at Flinders University.
that function? The centre has just secured a five-year lease on the first floor

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: It certainly came from that of the Station Arcade in Hindley Street. This is a much more
fund and the sum is $50 000. central location. | think that it will be much more effective

Ms CICCARELLO: My question relates to Portfolio and, if it has anywhere near the success enjoyed by the
Statements 6.6. | note the following comment in the 1997Answer Shop of the Women'’s Information Service, this will
Women'’s Statement: be of enormous value to women generally, and certainly an

As at June 1997 women held 18.5 per cent of the executive levélSSet tO the Government in terms of locating the centre at that
positions in the public sector work force. The rest are held by merSIte.

. . It will be working closely with the Women’s Information
What was the figure for 1995 and 1996 and what is th . ) ;
estimate for 19987 What programs are available to suppo ervice and the Office for the Status of Women. That is an

women seeking promotional opportunities into the executiv%(/jVamt"’“-:]e also when one sees how well we work with the
. omen’s Advisory Council, the Women’s Information
stream, and are executive level women overly represented Y

: - . Service and the Office for the Status of Women. Ms Dann
particular agenqes, or is there an_ even spread? will be addressing the Women’s Advisory Council at its
The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | will have to take that meeting this coming Friday regarding issues relating to
question on notice and get more information. working women. That is an area in which the Women's
Ms CICCARELLO: Astomy nextquestion, I have had Advisory Council is keen to become more involved in the
an answer through the members for Flinders and MacKillogyture.

relating to the Internet and it has been stated that $50 000 has Ms KEY: Will you advise me of the centre’s allocation?

been allocated for the technology. The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: Yes, | will get that figure. | do
Mr HAMILTON-SMITH: | refer generally to volume not have it with me.

2. | am interested in non English-speaking services for The CHAIRMAN: The Minister will recall that we are

women and am interested to know what the service providesurrently still considering the Department of Transport

for women of non English-speaking backgrounds. Is therdudget. | will ask a brief question relating to an earlier
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guestion | asked. Can the Minister give an assurance thatish even one example, or a number of examples, which
those people who administer the Road Traffic Act will notwould still be isolated examples in terms of the nature and
use it to the detriment of South Australian business, particuextent of the work that the officers undertake on a daily basis.
larly the rural industry, in the way in which it is currently Certainly | am keen to work through those examples that you
being administered because they are penalising people andn provide me.

making it difficult to do business? | hope the Minister will  The CHAIRMAN: There being no further questions, |
ensure that her officers take that into consideration. declare the examination of the votes completed.

The Hon. Diana Laidlaw: | very much hope, Mr ADJOURNMENT
Chairman, that the one example that you highlighted today
is an isolated one. | think that an extraordinary number of At 9.58 p.m. the Committee adjourned until Thursday 18
able officers administer the Act with integrity. | would not June at 11 a.m.



