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The Leader of the Opposition has now seen fit to raise in
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Parliament suggestions that those circumstances described by
Commissioner in his report constitute a criminal conspiracy

Wednesday 4 August 1993 involving the former Treasurer and members of his personal
. staff.
The SPEAKER (Hon. N.T. Peterson)ook the Chair at If he has any evidence to substantiate this allegation, it is
2 p.m. and read prayers. his moral duty to bring it forward immediately so that it can
be examined by the Royal Commissioner prior to the handing
BENEFICIAL FINANCE down of his final report on the fourth term of reference,

which includes inquiring into and reporting upon ‘whether
any matter should be referred to an appropriate authority with
a view to further investigation or the institution of civil or
Leave granted. criminal proceedings’.
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Yesterday, the Leader of the Mr S.J. Baker interjecting:
Opposition asked me a question regarding alleged illegal The SPEAKER: The Deputy Leader is out of order.
activity by executives at Beneficial Finance Corporation. As
is widely known, the Royal Commission and the Auditor- WATER RATES
General were required to conduct a full and exhaustive
examination of the causes of the losses incurred by the State The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER (Minister of Public Infra-
Bank Group. structure): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
My Government has recently established a task force to Leave granted. )
pursue any possible criminal prosecutions arising out of those The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER: Yesterday in answer to a
reports. In particular, the task force will: guestion from the member for Albert Park | referred to an

consider all reports from the Royal Commission angdrticle in theAustralianon 2 July 1992 in which I quoted the

the Auditor-General: Leader of the Opposition as referring to the streamlining of
. S L _ the water and electricity system. Mr Speaker, about half an
e O 250  as brought o my itenon it he e
allocate tﬁe recommendations within that report forreferred to the water and electricity rating system. | regret the

. . . . error.
Investigation or prosecution;

address questions of jurisdictional responsibility for LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE
investigation or prosecution;

address questions of access by the ASC and the Mr McKEE (Gilles): | bring up the first report of 1993
Director of Public Prosecutions to materials, docu-of the committee and move:

ments and evidence held by the Royal Commission and  That the report be received.

the Auditor-General; Motion carried.

liaise with the Royal Commissioner about the effective

allocation of references for prosecution. UESTION TIME
In short, the task force is charged with doing everything Q
necessary to ensure that findings of the Royal Commission
and the Auditor-General which may involve criminal ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD

proceedings are followed through. On the specific matter e Hon. DEAN BROWN (Leader of the Opposition):
raised yesterday by the Leader of the Opposition, thgsy, guestion is directed to the Minister of Business and
Commissioner in his first report made the following COM-Regional Development. Will the Minister explain why he
ments: tabled yesterday an important discussion paper on economic
On 30 and 31 July 1990 Mr Simmons told the Treasurer thatievelopment without the approval of the Economic Develop-
there were problems with several BFC executives, including Miment Board?
Baker. Mr Simmons told the Treasurer that the problems included Memb s teriecting:
what appeared to have been unauthorised loans and conduct that "V €MPETS Interjecting.
might attract criminal proceedings. The SPEAKER: Order! o _
Mr Baker subsequently left the employment of Beneficial after  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: This discussion paper was
he had been confronted with the allegations relating to his loans. tabled yesterday with the claim by the Minister that it had
Mr Simmons gave evidence that the BFC board did not wish tgheen prepared by the Economic Development Board. | have

prejudice possible legal proceedings, which included the possibili ; ; ; ; :
of Mr Baker instituting proceedings for unfair dismissal. As a resultt,¥)een informed that the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer

the board decided on a form of words for public release that thef the board, Mr Robin Marrett, has expressed to other board
believed would not prejudice those possible proceedings. members his annoyance at the tabling of the paper which has
The form of words was decided upon by the board and communinot received the approval of the board. This may explain why

cated to one of the Treasurer's officers. The Treasurer was aware ®fr Marrett declined to appear on ABC Radio this morning
the board’s publicly stated reason for Mr Baker’s departure. to discuss the contents of this report.

In the course of his evidence it was put to the Treasurer that the . - -
board’s publicly released statement dig not accord with what the Th_e Hon. M.D. RANN: | am _dellgh_ted to answer this
Treasurer knew to have been the real reason for Mr Bakerguestion because the EDB'’s discussion paper is currently
departure as it had been conveyed to him by Mr Simmons on 30 arfgeing sent out to industry, unions and others, including the
31 July 1990. The Treasurer's response was that it was not for h"'G)pposition in this State, and if it had not been tabled in this

to question the form of words that the bank board had chosen fori : : ‘
public explanation for Mr Baker’s departure. Nevertheless, héflouse you would be bobbing up here today and saying, ‘Why

himself substantially adopted the bank’s language in responding t there a cover up?’ You would be asking your mates in the
questions about the event. media to say that it is a leaked Government document.

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD (Premier): | seek leave to
make a ministerial statement.
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Members interjecting: The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Yes, a good Liberal
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will resume his Premier.
seat—before the member for Murray-Mallee takes a point of The Hon. Frank Blevins: As they go.
order. Members will always be referred in this House by the The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: As they go, he was a good
electorate they represent or their responsibility to the Housene; that is right. He proposed this idea during the special
The Hon. M.D. RANN: The responsibility on me as Premiers Confe_rence ir_1 1990, and then the id_ea went to the
Minister is to keep members of Parliament informed. If wevarious States; indeed it has been picked up in a number of
did not, you would be running to the papers and saying, ‘This>tates. It has been picked up by a number of Liberal States,
is a cover up, this does not have the sanction of the Govericluding Victoria and Tasmania, and we know it has been
ment. Why is not the Government supporting this documenticked up in Queensland. We had every intention of doing the
Itis a discussion paper. We even want to see if you and youg@me in this State. As members know, we did have similar
minnows can come up with some ideas on this paper. Ieglslgtlon bgfore this Parliament, but it was thrown out by
The SPEAKER: Order! Once again, | refer to the the Liberalsin the Upper House. _
Minister and indicate that if he refers to members it should \When that became known by members of the business
be by their electorate or their responsibility to the House. community of this State, they were astounded at what the
The Hon. M.D. RANN: | apologise, Mr Speaker. | have Liberals had done. They wondered about the mentality of

to say that | know what this is all about, because last week th_@eople \{vho could do this sort of thing. It !S be;t S”m”.‘ed up
advertising agency Stokes, King, DDB Needham in Fullartori @N article t_hat appeared in the Australnancial Review
Road was given some polling information about the LeadeP 12 July this year, as follows:

of the Opposition on economic questions. The polling showe% The South Australian Liberal Party has been heavily criticised

; . its traditional supporters for rejecting legislation that would have
that in research the Leader of the Opposition was seen ought the State within a new Australia wide scheme to create a

weak, phoney, wishy-washy and having no ideas, was Not gational market for goods and professional services.

leader, had no guts, no policies and has not got anythm& continues:

decent to say about South Australia—a cardboard cutout. The O ) ftion has dumbfounded a range of groups and made
, ; e Opposition has dumbfoun

Fortunately one of the agency’s staff was in a Rundle Stre'ei'tt more difficult for the State’s professionals such as doctors,

restaurant recently spilling their guts about Dean Brown'ayyers, land brokers and valuers to practice interstate.

image. L It went on to quote Lindsay Thompson from the South

Members interjecting: Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry. He said he

The SPEAKER: Order! When the House comes to order,yqy1q be approaching the Liberal Party soon and that he
we will continue with Question Time. _ ~ would be making it clear in no uncertain terms how wrong it

The Hon. JENNIFER CASHMORE: | rise on a point  was, He said at the time that the Liberal Party’s opposition
of order, Mr Speaker. The Minister is clearly debating theyas setting up another barrier to business opportunity in this
question. State.

The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order and askthe  The Hon. Frank Blevins: Shame!

Minister to be specific and draw his response to a close as The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: It should be ashamed of
quickly as possible. that. The Chief Executive of Mayne Nickless said of the

The Hon. M.D. RANN: The fact is that this key polling Liberal decision that it was a throw back to the 30 minute
showed that the Leader of the Opposition had no ideas omentality which was holding this State back. That was a
economic direction in this State. Members of his agency staffiseful allusion to the eastern standard time debate, which the
are saying, ‘Don’t worry, we are not going to do a Hewson;Liberals also managed to oppose. Complaints have been
we are not going to do a Kennett. He is going to be a movingoiced by the Law Society, the Australian Institute of
target; there will be no details. We have to make him lookConveyancers, the Australian Medical Association, the Real
tougher.’ | am sure that Robin Marrett does not want toEstate Institute of Australia and many more. Of course, we
disown the paper that he has written. Let us see whether théow what has happened in between time. Liberal members
Leader of the Opposition can come up with one simple ideghave been contacted; their phones have been running hot. Not

with calls out but calls coming in from businesses and groups
MUTUAL RECOGNITION wondering what is going on in the Liberal Party at the
moment.

Mr HOLLOWAY (Mitchell): Is the Premier aware of And then what happened? We saw an Olympic medal
widespread concern in the business community about therformance backflip by the Leader of the Opposition. The
failure of the South Australian Parliament to pass mutual eader of the Opposition then decided that he would now
recognition legislation in the last session? What expressionsypport this legislation. As we know, the Opposition Leader
of concern is he aware of and what action does he propose {9 becoming known within media circles as ‘Dean—can we
deal with those concerns? start that again—Brown’. His first attempt at it was a

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | am certainly aware of fluffer—like most of his media performances, and as Murray

widespread expressions of concern about this matter. Indeadicoll had on his program last week. If anyone doubts it, they
there was quite a degree of amazement amongst businesisould listen to the tape of the program. It is stunningly
groups in South Australia and other organisations that thientertaining.
State had a Liberal Opposition that was not prepared to On that program and in so many of his media conferences
follow the national approach of States working together in &he said, ‘Can we start that again?’ He did this first on mutual
constructive federation; the national approach that was firsecognition and then said, ‘Can we start it again? Can you
proposed by Nick Greiner, a Liberal Premier in New Southbring it back to the Parliament and we will have another look
Wales. at it? This time we know we are out of step with the nation;

The Hon. Frank Blevins: And a good one. this time we know that we will have to get it right. We are
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sorry about the first time. It was one of our usual fluff-ups.| appeal to the Parliament to consider that professional
We will try to do better next time.’ To assist the Leader, togrouping, if no other, when it debates the Bill that will soon
assist the Opposition and certainly to assist South Australide before this House and to support it accordingly.
I have given notice today, as members will have heard, for
this legislation to be brought back to this Parliament to allow BENEFICIAL FINANCE
the Leader to do the back-flip that he knows he has to do.
Mr BECKER (Hanson): | direct my question to the
BENEFICIAL FINANCE Premier. Why has the Government allowed eight executives
and senior managers of Beneficial Finance Corporation to
Mr S.J. BAKER (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):  take severance payments totalling almost $1.3 million? These
My question is to the Premier. As the evidence to the Statseverance payments are in addition to the almost $300 000
Bank Royal Commission and the Premier's ministerialpaid to Messrs Baker and Reichert, identified in the Leader’s
statement today do not reveal when he was first made awatgiestion yesterday. They have been paid since the Govern-
of the true reason for the dismissal of two Beneficial Financenent indemnity was provided to cover the losses of Benefi-
executives, Messrs Baker and Reichert, will he now tell theiial Finance and, therefore, they are funded by taxpayers.
House when he first learnt the truth about this matter? | understand that the Government has been approving
In answer to a question yesterday about his knowledge ahese severance payments for the past two years while at the
this matter, the Premier suggested that evidence to the roygame time attempting to ensure that these executives receive
commission be read ‘very carefully to see what was said tas much blame as possible for Beneficial's losses, and in at
whom by whom and what issues were dealt with.” None ofeast three cases being aware of the possibility of criminal
that evidence reveals when the Premier was first told thatharges. One severance payment of more than $250 000 was
Messrs Baker and Reichert had been dismissed for involveyaid as recently as January this year.
mentin illegal loans, and certainly his ministerial statement |n another case, more than $154 000 was paid to a Mr
today does not clarify that issue. G.L. Martin. The Auditor-General has recommended that,
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: My knowledge of the along with Mr Baker and Mr Reichert, Mr Martin be
affairs with respect to Mr Baker and other officials of investigated for illegal or improper conduct arising out of a
Beneficial Finance and the circumstances of their departufailed Victorian property development for which Beneficial
comes from my reading of reports of the evidence that waexecutives lent themselves in total $475 000. Mr Martin’s
given and reading the royal commission reports. That is thehare of this investment was a loan of $100 000 from

information that | have on this matter. Beneficial. | understand that Mr Martin received his sever-
ance payment in August 1991. This was more than a year
MUTUAL RECOGNITION after the Government was advised that Mr Martin could face

criminal charges arising out of this loan.
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | will certainly obtain a

LY C . . etailed report on this matter and provide it to the House.
implications for South Australian health professionals of thg,\ ever | would make a couple of points at the outset

failure of the Australian Democrats and the O.ppo.sm'c))n WBeneficial Finance has, of course, now been absorbed into the
pass the Government's mutual recognition legislation oy ang  as a result of that, there has been considerable

_ The Hon. M.J. EVANS: Yes. In a word, the answer is qonsizing of the operations of what was Beneficial Finance.
‘isolation’. Not only would the movement between the StateSrpat has simply made—

and Territories of recognised health professionals be poten-

tially disrupted but there is a real possibility—and this is the . .
greatest danger—that South Australia will be isolated as The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: The Deputy asks, ‘What has

State from national proceedings concerning the status of thogé'zg?érto gg \I':'a'_th éﬁ'?\%ﬁ/é Iggs?Eede%vﬁgfl(zeiéggtlijvgz\/?vlveosusl d
health professionals or of any disciplinary proceedings whict} ve thoB htpthé%/ if vou were to have downsizin i.t has to
might be taken against them. | was very embarrassed at tﬁ‘é‘ 9 MY 9,

last Health Ministers conference to represent one of the fewe. "0t ONly downsizing at the clerical level or at the various
other financial management levels but you are going to be

States which had not picked up that mutual recognition aling with senior management positions as well in terms
strategy. Other States, regardless of the political persuasi dOW?]SiZin Infact if thegre had th)een no downsizing in that
of their Government, had adopted and supported mutuaﬂrea there v%é)uld ha've been criticisms for that Iso?netimes
recognition, especially for their health professionals, becau el that, with an Opposition such as this, you can never win,

health is an area where national recognition is essential. . .
because members opposite will attack whatever takes place.

Members interjecting: X
The SPEAKER: Order! If the Premier and the member ;%l;ergf example of the report of the Economic Development

for Bragg wish to have a conversation, they should leave the Members interjecting:

Chamber. The Minister.
The Hon. M.J. EVANS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The TEe SPEAKER: Order! ) . h h
movement of health professionals particularly should notbe  11€ Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Here we are; we have the

restricted by State and Territory boundaries. Mutual recognid@WWnsizing, about which I will obtain a more detailed report,

tion reforms seek to create a national market for goods an@d ! have given that undertaking.

for professional services. That is an area which | think is AN honourable member: When?

particularly important. For example, nurses form nearly half The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: As soon as we can get the
the health work force in this State and they will be severelynformation.

restricted in their opportunities for interstate experience, Members interjecting:

transfer and promotion if mutual recognition is not adopted. The SPEAKER: Order!

Mrs HUTCHISON (Stuart): Can the Minister of Health,

Mr S.J. Baker interjecting:
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The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: One of the other points | classic. It will be used in schools of journalism for years to
want to make is that there is this snide connection byome, as an example of how not to conduct an interview.
imputation that all those who have accepted severance Members interjecting:
payments—if this is what, in fact, turns out to have beenthe The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | do not always get along
case—may somehow be connected with criminality, maywith the ABC, but there is a question as to why the media in
somehow be connected with the circumstances reported dhis State have protected the Leader of the Opposition in the
by the Auditor-General with respect to Messrs Baker andvay they have.

Reichert and that therefore, just by virtue of having had a Members interjecting:

severance package, they must come under the same greyThe SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader is out of
cloud of suspicion as those other two as a result of thabrder.

particular report. | find that a pretty disreputable way of The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: There is not one commen-
operating. tator or journalist who does not know just how inept and what

It may well be that there are activities or inquiries to bea poor performer the Leader of the Opposition is. There is
pursued with other officers of Beneficial; | do not know the only one newspaper that spells it out, and that is @ity
answer to that, but it may well be. However, it is a greatMessenger The Mabo issue is certainly not a threat to
slight on those officers who have no record or performancé€xploration or mining in this State at all. As regards our
to be ashamed of in that institution and who are now in otheexploration initiative, which was actually $16 million and not
sections of the community seeking work to have this kind o612 million—but leaving that to one side—it has been very—
cloud of innuendo cast upon them, because that is clearly Members interjecting:
what the member for Hanson is trying to do—to castacloud The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader is out of
of innuendo upon them. When they are later found to b@rder.
innocent, if that were the case, what would he then do? He The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: —successful and, within
would not worry himself any more about it, by having painteda very short month of that geophysical flying taking place, the
them into a corner with other people in the Auditor-General'smining companies, both Australian and overseas, were
report, because he is now trying to create an effect that th@ueuing up for that material. Itis a very successful initiative,
whole organisation was an organisation that had seriougnd there is no question of Mabo interfering with it. The
questions to be asked about it and every individual within itSouth Australian Government has been very clear on this

I will obtain the report for the honourable member, and |1SSue. First, there will be possibly no successful Mabo style
will bring it back to this house. The point is that he ought toclaims here in South Australia. | say ‘possibly’, because there
watch the way he is trying to paint together these pictures df & doubt about one quite specific area.

innuendo and these imputations that are being made. Members interjecting: _
Members interjecting: The SPEAKER: | caution the Deputy Leader on his

The SPEAKER: The leader is out of order. The member berjra;]\go#(r).n FRANK BLEVINS: Thatis Lake Gairdner. A
fsotru;?nson is out of order. The honourable member fo(/ery prominent member of the Aboriginal community said
) to me, ‘The only possible claim we may have here in South
Australiais Lake Gairdner, and | do not know about you,” he
MINERAL EXPLORATION said, ‘but | do not want it.’ It may be different in other States
Mrs HUTCHISON (Stuart): | direct my question to the but, as regards South Australia, the Mabo decision has little

Minister of Mineral Resources. Does the Minister believe thaf" rgio efiflect: I?oyvever, dwrkllere there |s|{iny ddt()) Ukr)]t’ tge pr(_)pos%d
the $12 million spent by the State Government on minera ederal legislation and the action outlined by the Premier wi

exploration will be wasted because of the Federal Govemﬁ;g;ruspatnlgaftocricrﬁgzrcsompletely for pastoralists, for lease
ment’s proposals relating to the Mabo case? There have bee - : . .
allegations by the Opposition Leader that the money will be From a mining perspective, we cannot think of any

lost because ‘under the Federal Government's proposals tr{? oblem with the Mabo decision that will not be fixed up by

o = s . . . e proposed Federal and State legislation. | have given a
mining industry won'tinvest in South Australia whilst Mabo grief to Western Mining on this, and it understands our

style claims can be made against any potential developmen osition completely. As regards Roxby Downs, the situation
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | thank the member for jqjite different: we do not know of any difference at a mine.
Stuart for her question. | also had the misfortune to hear thg you mine now on a pastoral lease, at the end of that mining
famous Mabo tape by the Leader of the Opposition on thg yeyerts back to a pastoral lease if the owner of that lease
Murray Nicoll program the (_)ther evening, a_nd | can only saYishes it. There is no difference if it reverts back to land
in one word what the quality of that contribution was, andy here the lease is in the form of native title. And why should
that is “pitiful’. | have never, in my 18 years in this place, i e treated any differently? Why should the mining industry
heard a more inept performance by any member of Parligsg treated any differentlyis-a-visnative title as opposed to

ment, on the front bench or back bench, in response o SOMg ol or a pastoral lease? There will be no difference in the
very helpful questions from a journalist. Everyone opposit§ catment that takes place.

has heard of the interview. | make this offer: if they actually 1o SPEAKER: | ask the Minister to wind up.

want to hear the interview, | will supply them with a tape.  Tha Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: |am getting to my second
Apart from the absolutely pathetic performance of the Leade{)oint now, Sir. The Aboriginal community has taken one

of the Opposition, it was factually wrong. prize in 200 years. | would argue that the only trick it has
Members interjecting: taken in this country in 200 years is the Mabo decision. Itis
The SPEAKER: Order! a very small prize, indeed, and | would hope that everybody

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | will willingly play the  in the community would see that that prize is delivered to
tape. | will send copies to anybody who wants it. It is athem with fairness. That is what the Federal Government's
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proposed legislation seeks to do, and | am proud to be they are patriots. They put behind them and put aside petty

member of the Government that supports that. Party politicking and go out there and act as ambassadors for
their State and nation.
MISSING PERSONS Members interjecting:

. S The Hon. M.D. RANN: There are several examples
_The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): My question iS \\hare e have seen some economic traitors in the Liberal

directed to the Minister of Health, Family and Community pa 1y \we saw the other day on Channel 7 the Leader of the

Services. Will the Minister explain why his department hasOpposition saying that there was not a lot of good news

faﬂeolléo ISsue Ig Prﬁm'ﬁed m|s|5|r_lg pﬁ_rson_ rheport In rellat'oréround in South Australia among business organisations but
to a 13-year-old girl whose relationship with a man almosty ;s a5 peing held back until after the election. What sort of
three times her age was recently the subject of widespre

- e oniness is that? That is the sort of dishonesty that is pointed
publicity? This girl was last seen on 7 July after the fact tha v b

) . - tin their own polls—the polls that he will not show to hi
she was sharing a home with a 38-year-old man, with th%tjhér fror:t b\évnc‘;\ cglleagugs. S w Show S

knowledge of Government authorities and against the wishes Members interjecting:

of her mother, was made public. Her mother was advised by - . )

the Department of Family and Community Services soon, | ne Hon. M.D. RANN: Dr Bernice Pfitzner led a
after her disappearance that the department would circuIafee“egat'.on._'t was qalled a four day f"."Ct finding cultural and
a missing person report to suburban and country newspapef&de mission—to Singapore, Malaysia and Vietnam, and her
However, to date this has not been done and this has heigomments are reported in the paper as follows:

ened the mother’s concern that insufficient regard is being  However, Australia would first have to set its house in order, she

i i ; :said, after a meeting with the National Chamber of Commerce and
given to the safety of her daughter in the handling of thlsIsndustry Malaysia Secretary-General, Datuk Mohd Ramli Kushairi.

case. ] She said Australia faced a restrictive labour union situation and a
The Hon. M.J. EVANS: | can certainly assure the House high labour cost in production.

that it is not the case that insufficient concern is held by thynat sort of message is that to send overseas? That is an
Lo . Sncredible act of traitorous behaviour by the Liberal Party in
child is now in the custody of the State and that we have thgyis giate. But that is not all. One could forgive the Hon. Ms
firstand primary responsibility for securing her welfare, that,pfitsner for her naivety as a new member. In fact, the former

of course, is not an easy proposition in these circu.mstanceéeputy Leader of the Opposition, the member for Bragg—
The pohceland off]cers of thg department are domg EVerYivhen there was a tourism mission to New Zealand which
tf;lng pOSbS|_bIe tlo f";]d the Ch"% and to secure her '”d"’_‘ saffeceived massive, positive publicity for this State and our
place. Obviously, the House does not want me to 'Scu_sﬁation—was featured on the front page of the New Zealand
details of this personal matter on a large scale, but | Willyoo1qthe next day talking our State down and condemning

certainly— _ what we were doing. The fact is—
_Il\flhemsbgrESAI\EtEg?gl%g- | Members interjecting:
e -oraer: The SPEAKER: Order!

The Hon. M.J. EVANS: —assure the House that every- The Hon. M.D. RANN: —whether we are Labor, Liberal

thing possible will be dong to f'.nd t.he_Ch'ld andto ENSUre—Hemocrat or Independent, when we are overseas we have a
The Hon. D.C. Wotton interjecting:

The SPEAKER: The member for Heysen is out of order fundamental duty to stick up for South Australia and be proud

and | remind him that | had to caution him yesterday. of cl)\;ljtz,r?wcl))uer:g)i/r.lter'ectin )
The Hon. M.J. EVANS: —that she is in a place of safety. The SPEAKEI%' Ordgérl
In respect of the member’s suggestion about the circulation ST e
of details, | will have that matter examined and, if it is Members interjecting:
entirely appropriate, we will proceed with that. However, in ~ The SPEAKER: Order!
relation to that matter | will certainly be advised by the police ~Members interjecting:
as to what is the most appropriate course of action for The SPEAKER: Order! | have called for order three
securing the return of this missing child. It is important thattimes; the next time | do so, somebody will be named. The
that is done, but done in an appropriate manner. member for Bright.

MEMBER'S COMMENTS PHONECARDS

The Hon. J.P. TRAINER (Walsh): | direct my question Mr MATTHEW (Bright): ~ Will the Minister of Correc-
to the Minister of Business and Regional Development. Cational Services explain how one inmate of a South Australian
the Minister provide any information on the effect of prison has been found in possession of 203 Telecom
comments by a South Australian Liberal who was reporteghhonecards, and two other inmates each with more than 100
in a Malaysian newspaper as having said that Australia woulghonecards? During a radio interview this morning, the
have to set its house in order before we could join in theMinister said that access to phonecards by prisoners was very
investment opportunities available in Malaysia, having alsalosely controlled, with inmates not permitted to have more
alleged that Australia faced a restrictive labour unionthan one card in their possession at a time. However, the
situation and drawing the attention of Malaysian businessmepolice investigation that has uncovered the scam with these
to alleged high labour costs of production in Australia?  cards through alterations to their value has taken possession

The Hon. M.D. RANN This is extraordinary. In the of 203 cards from one prisoner and more than 100 cards each
United States, Republican and Democrat congressmen afrdm two other prisoners. | have been informed that some
women have a basic fundamental rule that is also supposguisoners in South Australian gaols are regularly exchanging
to apply in Australia, and that is that when they are overseathese cards for drugs.
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The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: | am very pleased to receive The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: | thank the member for his
a question from the member for Bright. Of course, he has angoing interest in this matter, which the Government has

very selective memory. taken very seriously. | am delighted to inform the House that,
Members interjecting: yes, we have reached our goal of 400 placements of young
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Albert Park is People in the 17 to 24 age group in traineeships within the

out of order. The Minister. public sector. Those traineeships range right across the State

The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: What he simply forgot to tell  @nd all areas of employment in the public sector, from child-
the House was that | also said on that radio program thafare workers through to young people working in engineering
when prisoners are found with more than the number of€as. The Government also made a commitment to employ
phonecards they should have, the cards are confiscated. TR l€ast 100 of the 24 young people who successfully
member for Bright knows, as all of us know, that whenCcompleted their training under work experience through this

people are confined within the prison system— strategy. | am delighted to say that, of the first 35 who
Members interjecting: successfully completed their training, 29 have ongoing jobs
The SPEAKER: Order! in the public sector and three of the other six have secured

jobs in the private sector, so we are looking at a very high
uccess rate from this very important on-the-job training and
ayment of young people for work experience and work.
Itis proof that the strategy, which aims to set an example
to other employers, particularly within the private sector, is
_— working effectively and that the training schemes and
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Brightis out of g,psigies (which are very generous) offered by the Federal
order. , , Government should be taken up by the private sector. It is
_The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: | am quite confident that the important to note that, apart from the 400 training positions
prison officers in our prison system are diligent and that wheReated under the employment strategy, the Government has
they conduct searches they go to great lengths to uncover thgsg recruited 500 young people under its Youth Conservation
hiding places that prisoners may use to secrete items aRhre Program and another 300 are involved in work and skill-
illegal drugs. That is demonstrated by the number of drugyased Australian Vocational Certificate pilot projects. In all,
finds that prison officers are detecting. They are increasinghat is about 1 200 young people in that all-important age
the detection rate, and | am proud of what the prison officer@roup of 17 to 24 who now have meaningful employment,
are able to do in that regard. The other matter that | find very,q gk experience and, most importantly, a work history, and

interesting about this is that the member for Bright does Nofhey would not have had that before this initiative, which was
want to hear the good news of how efficient the prisonsypported by this Government.

officers are in detecting the illegal activities of prisoners.

The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: —there is trading. The
prison officers know this; they conduct their surveillance an
searches and, when they find those things, they are confi
cated.

Mr Matthew interjecting:

Mr Meier interjecting: INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Goyder is out
of order. Mr INGERSON (Bragg): My question is directed to the

The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: They are doing it very well. Minister of Labour Relations and Occupational Health and
The procedures we have introduced will facilitate theSafety. Will the South Australian Government support the
detection of illegal activity by prisoners, and | anticipate thatoroposal of the Federal Industrial Relations Minister, Mr
such activity will decrease as a result. Since 1 July, we havBrereton, to allow employees who are not members of a
seen random urine analysis testing, and that will place furthetnion to participate in enterprise agreements and, if not, why
inhibitions on prisoners in their illegal use of drugs, becaus#®ot?
it will be easier to detect and ensure that they do not engage The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: | thank the member for
in that. Bragg for his question. Our Government has a policy. How

We are running a humane prison system. What th@eople ought to be involved in enterprise agreements has
member for Bright is talking about is not in accordance withbeen argued in this House from time to time. The member for
international standards for the keeping of prisoners; he wanf8ragg ought to understand that for people to enter into a
to take away people’s rights. In one interview he evergroup agreement they need to be properly represented. It has
suggested that people ought to be contravening the Telecoeen found that, where people have not been properly
munications Act by eavesdropping on people. | believe wégepresented in these areas, these agreements are not very
ought to do things properly and legally; that is what ourgood, they take away an enormous amount of rights from
department is doing, and we are correcting those situatiorworkers and they are not very effective.
as we find them. | have every confidence in the prison Mr Ingerson interjecting:
officers, despite the allegations made by the member for The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: The member for Bragg
Bright from time to time. | have confidence in their honesty,keeps interjecting. When the Federal Government amends the
skill and diligence, because | know they are doing a venindustrial Relations Act in future, our Government will

good job in very difficult circumstances. consider it and determine what its action will be, as it has
done in the past. | do not see any need to change what we
JOBSKILLS have been doing, because | think it works extremely well.
Mr HOLLOWAY (Mitchell): ~ Will the Minister of OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

Education, Employment and Training inform the House how

many traineeships have been offered by the State Government Mr FERGUSON (Henley Beach):Will the Minister of
under Jobskills and CareerStart programs, which are suppottabour Relations and Occupational Health and Safety inform
ed by Federal Government funding? the House whether South Australians are now more aware of



Wednesday 4 August 1993 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 31

occupational health and safety since the proclamation of the CABINET SOLIDARITY

Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act in 19867 The

State-wide Omnibus Health Survey in 1992 included Mr BRINDAL (Hayward): My question is directed to
guestions about the level of occupational health and safetye Premier. Was the Minister of Primary Industries working
activities occurring in South Australian workplaces. within the rules of Cabinet solidarity when he made public

The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: | thank the member for Statements at the weekend of strong support for fixed four-

Henley Beach for his question. As you and the House know/€&"_Parliamentary terms and, if not, has the Premier
Mr Speaker, | have a particular interest in occupational healtdiSCiPlined the Minister for breaching Cabinet solidarity?
and safety, because | believe it is one way by which we can Members interjecting: ,

improve the economic performance of Australia. This does The SPEAKER: Order! | do not think the member for
not just revolve around workers, unions or employers buffayward has completed his explanation. _ _
involves all of them. It means that, if an employer does not Mr BRINDAL: No, Sir. Yesterday the Premier said that
respond or encourage appropriate and safe working practicB¥ Minister ‘knows the rules of Cabinet solidarity and

workplace. Premier told the House that the Minister had agreed to abide

itis unfortunate that | i ina th by the principle of Cabinet solidarity not to make public
LIS unfortunate that Some employers are not ensunng ko ments about issues outside his portfolio responsibilities,
their occupational health and safety records are improve,

h ) ; e only exception being the Minister's previously stated
incrementally over time, because by not doing so they ar osition on privacy.

increasing costs and more importantly sometimes they are In the 1993 Cabinet handbook issued under his signature,

seriously damaging the health of workers. | am pleased th ; : . o -
of the 3 000 households who responded to the survey, tw@sefglﬁiwlﬁr explains how Cabinet solidarity is to be practised,

thirds indicated that they had recently received information tisinappropriate for Ministers to accept invitations to speak
or participated in activities relating to occupational health an%r to make comment publicly on matters outside their portfolio area
safety. without the prior approval of the Premier.

More than half those respondents indicated that they hadixed four year parliamentary terms is not current Govern-
received printed material on occupational health and safetynent policy and it is an issue for which the Attorney-General
Between 30 and 40 per cent of those respondents claimed thaclearly responsible to the Parliament. Public statements on
they had received some form of training. This informationthis matter by the Minister of Primary Industries are a clear

bears out the reasons why in South Australia we have beajteach of the principle of Cabinet solidarity as enunciated by
able to do something that no other Australian State or Stateie Premier unless they were made with the Premier's

and provinces i_n Canada, which has a similar compensatidthowledge and approval.
system to that in South Australia, has been able to do. The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: In fact, this is just a repeat

It is not just one issue that is causing this effect: it is arof yesterday’s attempt by the member for Hayward. In fact,
amalgamation or collection of a number of activities and dhis Cabinet of which | am the Leader has not formed a view
coming together of policies of this Government. It is theon the matter of fixed terms. There was a view expressed by
effect of the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act@ Cabinet of which | was a member under my predecessor
the Workers Compensation Act, the effective inspection antghat opposed a Bill for fixed terms, but it was widely known
management by Department of Labour inspectors and thi&at the member for Hartley, my ministerial colleague, and
training that is now going on within employee and employerthe member for Elizabeth, my other ministerial colleague, had
organisations. Over the past four years we have seen publicly known views on fixed terms. It would be rather odd
reduction of about 10 per cent annually in the number ofo suddenly say, ‘Now deny your own views on this matter.’
accidents reported to WorkCover. They would not be expected to do that. _ _

I have asked the actuary who reports to WorkCover oniits, | '€ Other point that needs to be noted on this matter is
projections from year to year about this. Indeed, from timx{.hat’ since there is some pressure .because a Bill pI’OV.Id.Ing for
to time the member for Bragg quotes him in this House whe xed parliamentary terms is to be. introduced, both Ministers
it suits him. The actuary has advised me that about half of th%?ve told me that their views on fixed terms were previously
reduction could be attributed to the recession and that thi OV": However, they regard the present exercise as astunt
other half is due to the superior application of occupationapy amember in another place. | have knovx{n vyhat their views
health and safety practices in this State, to the bonus angere for years, and | have known yvhat their views have bgen
penalty scheme applied by WorkCover and the targeteaVer recent days. However, Cabinet does not hav_e a f'X‘?d
inspections undertaken by the Department of Labour as wi iew on this matter at this stage—we have not considered it.

as the role that the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfar hen the Bill is tabled in another place we will consider the

: . . w that we take on that matter and, when a Cabinet decision
gctjﬁ?gftéicreeggtlir(;%gvii?rf]?;ytLilci’rr(z\?grrlfsg\fessand manageme?ﬁsiemade on it, it will be binding on all members of Cabinet.

We could see the situation in South Australia developing CONSERVATION COUNCIL
in the immediate future where we hit what is known in safety
circles as the ‘glass floor’. When we reach it, we will know Mr HERON (Peake): Can the Minister of Environment
that we have reached one stage in reducing workplacand Land Management outline to the House the reasons for
accidents. We will then have to be innovative in our planningGovernment support of the Conservation Council of South
and safety procedures in order to bust through that glass flookustralia? In this place yesterday the member for Eyre
If we interrupt or interfere too much with any of the proced-accused the Conservation Council of being untruthful, of
ures we have at the moment, we will not even reach that glaggcting contrary to the long-term interests of the people of this
floor. It is achievable and we can do it. State and of having engaged in a disgraceful exercise.
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Further, the member for Eyre has called for the defunding of Which political lobby groups receive funding from the Minister
the council. or departments or agencies under the Minister’s control to pursue

. their activities of presentation and representation to the Government;
The Hon. M.K. MAYES: 1 thank the member for Peake d how many political lobby groups not receiving Government

. ; . e a
for his question and interest in this area. He has a focuseKrnding are registered with each department or agency under the
view on it, particularly because of the needs of his electorat®linister’s portfolio?

and his interest with such issues as greening and contami- pembers interjecting:

nated sites as well as a variety of other factors that have 1o SPEAKER: Order! Again, the question on notice is
affected his electorate. Itis important that we put this aspect financial question. '

of what | guess is an interest group in our community into . Becker interjecting:

proper context, because the Conservation Council represents The SPEAKER: Does the member for Hanson have a
anumber of organisations in the community that have pIayegroblem with the point of order? The Chair is ruling that the

an Important partin it. . guestion on notice is a very specific question related to the
If  may say so, | have noticed no reluctance by member§

opposite when it Suits them 1o attach themselves t n Wancing of bodies. In the opinion of the Chair, the question
opp EMSEWES 10 COUNGY 4t has been asked of the Minister and the answer that has
issues or to spokespersons or statements that have come frgitl, ., yiven are much broader and therefore it is not the same
the council’s activities in this House in the past. In fact, whe

it suits them they join in with the council but, when it does u?rsr::)a.on M.K. MAYES: In fact the question covers the
not, they are readily available to attack the council, and th?easons for Government support—

member for Eyre exhibited that again yesterday. Indeed, the AR .
Government does sponsor and support the Conservation !\I'/Ir: Lg\évéiKégsi (;n two pEmts OT. or(ifsr,tl\CI{/Sp(_e”aé(er.l
Council. It is important to look at the role the council playswith oie at atime. et me make aruling hrst. vve will dea
within the community. It is important to have an independen o - .

4 b P h Mr LEWIS: In the firstinstance, the Minister, at the time

organisation that can monitor what is happening throughou o
9 PP 9 9 e member for Eyre rose, was providing to the House the

i t
the community. - . ; .
The Hon. D.C. Wotton interjecting: explicit detail sought by question on notice No. 49 about the

The Hon. M.K. MAYES: The member for Heysen quantities of funds provided and the number of occasions and
interrupts again, but it is important that we have an organiss£omMmittees to which the Conservation Council was providing

tion that does not have a commercial basis to operate in thRssistance—

State and provide independent advice to Governments of Members interjecting:

whatever colour and to the community as well. It is a 1ne SPEAKER: Order! o

fundamental role. This Government provided $60 000 last Mr LEWIS: | therefore ask you, Sir, in view of that, to
year in the budget, of which $20 000 went to the Naturg®View your ruling. o

Conservation Society to carry out its work. Much of the work ~ An honourable member interjecting:

done by these organisations supports our national parks, and The SPEAKER: Order! Is the member for Murray-

| am sure the member for Heysen will support those ComMaIIee disputing the ruIing of the Chair? Does he believe the
ments. ruling is out of order?

They work with the friends of the parks and a variety of ~Mr LEWIS: No, Sir, only to the extent that you may not
organisations to bring in volunteers to support that importarifiave been aware of the precise detail being provided in the
asset that we have in South Australia. In fact, the funds thanswer.
we provide for their work is fundamental to support that The SPEAKER: | uphold my previous ruling that the
important and valuable asset that we have. Of course, thguestion was much broader. Perhaps when the Minister does
grant is made with strings attached: it is attached on the basigsume, he may take into consideration the question on
of performance. A performance agreement exists with th@otice. However, the question and the answer were much
council, and it is structured so that we can measure theroader than the points raised in the questions on notice. Is
contribution made to ensure that taxpayers’ funds aréhere another point of order?
appropriately and properly used. They cover a variety of MrLEWIS: In view of that, Sir, given that it is so
activities. For example, in the past there have been 4@eneral, yet the question is so explicit, | ask you to rule that
Conservation Council submissions to various Governmerihie Minister is now debating the question.
inquiries, parliamentary committees and select committees. The SPEAKER: This is a point | raise in this House all
| think the members of those select committees— the time with both sides, that Ministers can only answer the

Mr GUNN: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. question put to them if they feel like it, and when a member
Question on notice No. 78 in my name and question on noticasks a broad question they will receive a broad answer. |
No. 40 in the name of the member for Hanson cover the arelaelieve that the Minister is answering a question that was put
to which the Minister is now referring. to him. However, | would say that he is taking a long time,

The SPEAKER: The questions on notice relate to and these points of order do not assist Question Time. | ask
financial assistance. | think the question that has been askéfte Minister to be as brief as possible in completing his
and the answer that is being given are much broader than tlaaswer to the question.
very restricted questions on notice, which are purely financial The Hon. M.K. MAYES: Thank you for your ruling,
questions. Mr Speaker. In relation to the submissions, | made the

An honourable member interjecting: comment that we have 48 representatives from the Conserva-

The SPEAKER: There is another point of order. Let me tion Council on Government committees and parliamentary
rule on one at a time. | do not uphold that point of order. committees. They have an information service; they have

Mr BECKER: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the some 8 800 books in their library available to the community
member for Eyre also referred to question on notice No. 40and they represent some 63 organisations. | think they
as follows: provide a very important role as an independent organisation.
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I wonder why the Opposition is so nervous about this'Well, all the feed stock for that potential hydrocarbon based
question. | ask the Leader for his view on this. Is he going tandustry can now go interstate and we will have none for our
support the member for Eyre in his comments or is he goingwn South Australian based industries.” Why would anybody
to stand up and be counted on this issue and make it cleardo that? | was appalled to hear the member for Kavel say that
Members interjecting: we should forget employment in this State, forget employ-
The SPEAKER: Order! It is not in order for a Minister ment in the Iron Triangle and send this gas overseas. That
answering a question to ask a question. | rule that part of theill bring into this State—

answer out of order. Mr Olsen interjecting:
Mr S.G. EVANS: | rise on a point of order, Sir. The The SPEAKER: Order! If the member for Kavel wishes
Minister is really debating the question. to hear the remainder of the answer, | suggest he watches his
The SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order. behaviour.
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: That will bring into this
GAS RESERVES State $2 million a year in royalties and less than 20 jobs at

_ L Moomba. The member for Kavel and the Liberal Party would
Mr OLSEN (Kavel): My question is directed to the gg| oyt the Iron Triangle and sell out South Australia for that.
Premier. Will the State Government cave into Federairpis Government will not do it. We have security of gas in
Government pressure to release South Australian gas reserygg; state for only 10 years. The second half of that contract
to other States, and how does he propose to establish thgs only a 50 per cent confidence factor. Itis insufficient. For
petrochemical plant promised now for 20 years should hehose two reasons, irrespective of the pressure that the
agree to sell the reserves? Recent media reports disclose thglyeral Government may choose to put on us, we will not sell
the State Government is being pressured into selling its gasy South Australia and we will not sell out the Iron Triangle.

reserves, yet a report published in yesterddyfsancial — The Liberal Party can do that, but this Government will not.
Reviewsays that the Premier is likely to announce yet another

feasibility study into a petrochemical plant in South Australia. NATIONAL PARKS
A letter to the Premier from the special Minister of State, Mr
Walker, states: Mr HAMILTON (Albert Park):  Can the Minister of

The Commonwealth is prepared to consider any action which iEnvironment and Land Management inform the House about
has in its power under the Constitution to ensure that interstate traggrogress with the review of national parks currently being

in gas is notimpeded. coordinated by the Department of Environment and Land
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Thank you, Mr Speaker— Management; specifically, has the review process been well
Mr Olsen: Did you get the letter? supported by the public; and when does the Minister expect
The SPEAKER: Order! the review to be completed?

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | would have thought the The Hon. M.K. MAYES: | thank the member for Albert
Minister of Mineral Resources was the appropriate person—Park for his question and ongoing interest in this area. In his

Mr Olsen interjecting: own electorate, he is a member of the Fort Glanville Consul-

The SPEAKER: The member for Kavel is out of order. tative Group and has played a part in that as well as in other
The Minister will direct his remarks through the Chair. conservation issues.

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | am surprised that the We saw the appointment of the new Chief Executive
member for Kavel did not ask me this question in the firstOfficer of the Department of Environment and Land Manage-
place instead of wasting the time of the House and misdiment as an opportunity to instigate a review of our parks and
recting his question. Our position on the interstate sale of gagserves system and to look at conservation and heritage
is very clear. We support it. In fact, this State is the only Stataspects as well as management aspects of our parks asset.
that sells gas across State borders, and we have done that 1drat review is proceeding very well. We have had over 135
20 years. It may well be that by the end of the year about 38ubmissions from community users, park users, conservation
petajoules of gas will come from Queensland. We welcomegroups, Aboriginal communities and industry groups as well.
this very small step into freeing up interstate trade fromThose people have expressed a wide variety of interest in the
Queensland. However, it is a very small swallow—very smalparks system and how the asset should be managed. A
indeed. | have no doubt whatsoever that the gas needs of thisimber of groups have also expressed interest in the ongoing
State can be secured for the future, both for hydrocarbooommercial aspects of the parks. Some 15 groups of interest-

based industries— ed people have discussed their view with the review group as
The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: a whole. The review group is made up of community
The SPEAKER: Order! interests, and that is a very important aspect.

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: —and for the long- term With the information that we will gather from that, | am
management needs of the State if Queensland and to a lessenfident that we will see a successful report come forward
extent Victoria and the Northern Territory choose to free ugfor the community to discuss further before we, as a Govern-
the sale of gas. At the moment none of those States or thraent, can take steps to implement those processes. | think
territory send one skerrick of gas across their State borderthat we will see the report early in September. | hope then
unlike South Australia, which has been exporting it to Newthat we can proceed with further public consultation to see the
South Wales for 20 years. If we are having a debate about thmplementation of management strategies for the better
interstate trade in gas, | am very happy to be in that. management of our parks. For example, in our initiatives in

Mr Olsen: What about answering the question? areas like the General Reserves Trust, which other States

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Well, the economic envy, we see moneys being channelled back into the parks
statement established a State tax free economic zone in thather than into the general revenue of the Government. That
present hydrocarbon plant at Port Bonython. What folly itis a very important aspect. | expect that we shall have the
would be, having done that, to then say to New South Walesgport early in September, and | look forward to being
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involved in discussions with the community as well as withreason, as | am sure you did, Sir, to believe that it had come
my colleagues in this place. from the board. But now we find that apparently it did not
come from the board and did not have the approval of the
board. Is it any wonder that Mr Robin Marrett refused to go
on ABC Radio this morning and comment on the report? Is
not that unusual in itself—the fact that the Chairman of the
board refused to talk publicly about the report that had

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION BILL purportedly come from that board? Here is a clear case of the
appropriate Minister—the Minister of Business and Regional

Her Excellency the Governor, by message, recommendg§eyelopment—once again being the fabricator, the man who

to the House the appropriation of such amounts of money agys 5 reputation in this House and throughout South Australia

may be required for the purposes mentioned in the Bill. a5 the fabricator, the man who fabricated the uranium report.
The Hon. B.C. Eastick: With ‘Confidential’ across it.
GRIEVANCE DEBATE The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Thatis right; he put ‘Confid-

ential’ across that report, too, just as this report has ‘Confide-
ntial’ across the top. One starts to wonder about the credibili-
ty of the Minister of Business and Regional Development

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Leader of the Opposition): when he goes to those lengths to bring in a report which
I wish to grieve concerning the economic report tabled in thié’;\pparently does not have the_author_lty of the board from
House yesterday by the Minister of Business and Region%Vh'Ch it purports to come. This is a serious enough matter to

- : : - pring into question whether the Minister is a fit person to hold
Er?\t/ﬁtlaoggﬁan; gggul\rﬂglnsttf broughtinto this House and lai hat office. The clear evidence is that the Minister should

v ating- resign because he has again misled the Parliament about the
An honourable member interjecting: . . . . .
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister is out of order. authority under which he brought the report into this Parlia-

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —which is titled ‘Confiden-  "e/e

. Members interjecting:
tial'. I ask all members of the House to note that the copy . | . .
tabled in this House by the Minister still had the ‘Confiden- The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair is not certain; | ask the

tial’ stamp on it. It is quite incredible. On the very front IoagelLeaderwhether he used the term ‘mislead this Parliament’.

it has ‘Confidential’. The Minister brought this document in mg QSEADKEQNYEESXJIVQ/ I\\C\?;r,nle%“tjﬁe Leader about his
here and made the very specific claim that it had come from___. - . ) .
the Economic Development Board. Yet | find that yesterdar)a?tlons' | am taking the opportunity now to tell him that it

. d ° —ill not be allowed again. It has happened twice in two days.
the Chairman and Executive Officer of that board, Mr RomeOeS the Leader recognise that it is out of order?

Marrett, sent a fax to each board member explaining that the .
' ; ; . The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Yes, | acknowledge that, and
document had been tabled in the Parliament without th?withdraw the word ‘mislead’.

approval or authority of the board. On the one hand, the . ) . .
Minister has come into the House and tabled a document. The SPEAKER: That is all that is required. The Leader

apparently with the authority of the board, according to hisw'cl)lr(;isume his seat. | caution all members to watch their

statement: then we know today that a fax has been sent by tHE . . S
Chairman and Executive Officer of the board to each membet);oxrrm%EEA'r S?) I::.Skg(r)mt of order, I seek clarification of
of the board pointing out that the Minister had tabled tha The SPEAKER: A point of clarification can be taken

report without the authority of the board and that the board . :
had not even approved the report that was brought into th ersonally: members do not need to stop the proceedings of
arliament to seek clarification. What is it?

Parliament. ) . .
. . . . Mr MEIER: Mr Speaker, regarding your ruling with
| challenge the Minister to come back into this Par“amentrespect to members not using the word ‘mislead’, when in

e i to ke Ight o i s by saying that e wadeCh L TS o v @ e conectword e, why

important matter. b the E icD : | t Boad© e prohibited from using it—when it is the truth?
portant mater, because e =conomic Deveiopment BOart 1, SpEAKER: There is no problem with using the word

was the result of a recommendation in the Arthur D. Little, isleading’. but members cannot allege that a member

report. The Economic Development Board was set up ang. led g 9

approved by this Parliament with bipartisan support to ensur ISIeC.

. . Mr D.S. Baker interjecting:
that there was an independent authority to develop long-term . o .
economic development plans for South Australia, and thi The_ SPEAKER: The member for Victoria will watch his
?hawour as well. Members cannot allege that a member

State badly needs some long-term economic developmemisled except by way of a substantive motion. If members
plans, as | am sure you, Mr Speaker, would agree. Let us look pt by way :

at what the Premier said when he introduced the legislatiofc2d their Standing Orders, they will see that, and | have
into this Parliament: made that point time and time again. If there is an allegation

that a member has misled this Parliament, a substantive

The establishment of an Economic Development Board is a key,otion is the way to do it. Members cannot stand up and
recommendation of the Arthur D. Little report. allege it ’

He went on to say:

The Economic Development Board will oversee the development Mr QUIRKE (Playford): In the early hours of this
of strategies and plans for economic development and encourage ambrning, | received a telephone call to tell me of the passing
facilitate investment. of Cathy Watkins, who was a great friend to members on this
We gave bipartisan support. We believed that the report thaide of the House. | want to take some time today to pass the
came in yesterday was a report from that board. We had eveppndolences of members on this side to her husband Jack and

The SPEAKER: The proposal before the Chair is that the
House note grievances.



Wednesday 4 August 1993 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 35

other members of her family. | had been made aware foMinister who is incapable of telling the truth as often as he
some time that Cathy had a very serious illness. Cathy’ss. We see it time and time again, and today it has been
iliness, in fact, was of such a magnitude that some 12 monthgvealed that he has taken a report—apart from the report by
ago she was given a less than 10 per cent chance of beitige Economic Development Board—fiddled with that report
here until today. It was a very serious and voracious cancemd presented it to the Parliament as though it were the report
that took Cathy from us in the early hours of today. of the Economic Development Board.
Cathy Watkins, apart from being the former candidate for Mr Lewis: And not tell us the truth.
Newland—a post that she held with the respect of both the Mr S.J. BAKER: And not tell us the truth. We should not
Labor and the Liberal Parties—was a hard and tireless workdre surprised, because it is in the nature of the beast and in the
in that area. She acquitted herself of those duties very welhature of the person of whom we are talking. | know that the
right up until the point at which she could not continue in anyMinister would want to be the Leader of the Labor Party, and
sensible capacity. Indeed, she has occupied many othbe has great plans to be Leader of that Party after the next
positions within the Labor Party. One of the highest honourlection. Quite frankly, | would be delighted if the Minister
that you can have in the Labor Party is to be chosen awere the Leader of the Labor Party after the next election,
President of that body. Cathy was the President of the Labdrecause the Party would destroy itself. How could it have a
Party, and she served for many years on the State Executiigerson such as this as Leader of its Party? If members of the
Again, she acquitted herself with considerable distinction. AllHouse wish to test the water, | would like to ask a number of
of us here are well aware of the fact that, when she waguestions. Those questions go something like this: who is the
President of the Party, she conducted with distinction all théeast trusted member of this House? The answer comes back
State councils, the convention and all the other meetings aesoundingly: the Minister. Who is the most ambitious
which, as President, she was the presiding member. member of this House? The answer comes back again: the
Cathy was also the candidate for the Labor Party irMinister. Who will do anything whatsoever in his pursuit of
Elizabeth in 1989. | think it is interesting to point out that, aspower? The Minister. Who will be dudded by the member for
all members know, that is not exactly the most cherished jokklizabeth, as has been suggested by the member for Light?
that the Labor Party has to offer anyone at State election tim&\e can say with some certainty that, unless the Labor Party
or for that matter at any other time, since we lost that seat ihas lost all its marbles, it will be the Minister.
a by-election in 1984. Cathy worked tirelessly in 1989, door- We could ask a number of other questions to which there
knocking more than 5 000 houses, as | understand it, anglould be straightforward answers—provided everyone was
flying the Labor flag in that area. She took on the job with atruthful, of course—from 46 members of this House. Who
degree of enthusiasm and excitement that | think wasecycles the most press releases? Of course, the Minister wins
commendable at the time. | look back on it now, and Ihands down. Who bends over backwards to obtain press
congratulate her on performing the tasks that she performetbverage? The Minister. Who gets so excited when he is
in 1989. attacking his opponents that he actually spits at them? The
Cathy Watkins has also occupied other minor positiondinister.
within the Labor Party. | think it is sufficient to say here ~ The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is not
today that most of us in the Labor Party send our condolencegctually suggesting that the Minister spits at people?
in particular to her husband Jack. As | understand it, they had Mr S.J. BAKER: He does indeed, when he gets excited,
been married for nearly 40 years and until today wereSir.
inseparable. | say that because, wherever Cathy was going for The SPEAKER: | would ask the honourable member to
a function or wherever she was to be seen, she was alwagtarify that. | do not believe that the Minister does that, and
seen with her husband Jack. In many respects we now neégee that as a reflection on the Minister.
to think about Jack, because there will be a terrible loss for Mr S.J. BAKER: Thank you, Sir. We have seen in the
him and for the rest of the family. Cathy brought a common-past two months an attempt by the Minister somehow to
sense viewpoint on a large range of issues within the Laboepair a very dirtied reputation. We have seen that the
Party, as well as other matters. | think it would be remiss oMinister has not been circulating those vicious, unfounded
us here today if we did not recognise the fact that we haveumours and we have not had these insidious attacks that have
suffered a loss from her passing this morning. had no foundation being launched from the Minister’s office,
In many ways, the only fight that Cathy, in the Labor as has been his wont in the past, and we all believed that he
Party, ever lost is the one that was concluded in the earlyas turning over a new leaf. But the leopard never changes
hours of this morning. As | understand it, the position forits spots.
some weeks had involved terrible pain, constant hospitalisa- Again we saw it today. When under attack or when being
tion and a whole range of medical procedures which were ngtuestioned, he changes the truth, or he is untruthful. We saw
only painful but, indeed, only likely to stave off the inevitable it today in relation to the article in the New Zealand news-
for some short moments. Her surgeon, Greg Otto, who is Raper, when my colleague the member for Bragg beat him for
great friend of mine, worked with Cathy tirelessly until the publicity. Of course, that would be a slight against the
end, and | close by saying that | would like to pass on ouMinister but, more importantly, the member for Bragg
condolences. deigned to criticise the fact that we had had a recycled Prime
Minister of New Zealand (in the form of Mr Lange, one of
Mr S.J. BAKER (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): his New Zealand mates) actually promoting South Australia.
In this brief five minutes | wish to comment on the perform-If we could not get someone good enough from South
ance of the Minister of Tourism and the Minister of BusinessAustralia, the Minister decided that Mr Lange was the best
and Regional Development. Again, we have had anothgverson to sell this State. So, the leopard does not change its
example of the way in which the Minister treats this Housespots and the Minister has again—
with contempt. A long list of his performances leave alotto The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
be desired. | have never met another person such as thas expired.
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Mr S.J. BAKER: —revealed himself for what he is. that position. A statewide survey conducted by the Office of
The SPEAKER: The Deputy Leader will not speak over Crime Statistics in October and November 1992 clearly
the Chair. points out that, in terms of average safety rating, Unley is
Mr S.J. BAKER: Sorry, Sir. better than the rest of metropolitan Adelaide and certainly fits
The SPEAKER: Yesterday | had to speak to the Leader,in very well with the whole of the State. In fact, in terms of
today the Deputy Leader, and | hope that that is not requiretlow people perceive fear in their city and in the metropolitan
again. The honourable member for Unley. and country areas, when asked whether the fear of crime has
changed over the past 12 months, a small proportion of Unley
The Hon. M.K. MAYES (Minister of Environment and residents reported an increase in their level of fear. In fact, 45
Land Management): | thank the House for the opportunity per cent of Unley residents had experienced no increase.
to raise an issue that is of great concern to my electorate, The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will resume his
particularly to my constituents, that is, crime in Unley and theseat. The honourable member for Custance.
outrageous headlines that have been run recently in both the
Courierand theAdvertiser | might say that our local mayor, Mr VENNING (Custance): | wish to express to the
who has responded in the council newsletter within only thédouse my deep concern about the mouse plague, which
past two or three days, has expressed what quite a numberfafmers are battling in several parts of this State. Farmers
people in Unley feel about the headline in Weurierand  have not been given any significant or direct assistance by the
also in theAdvertiserof a week and a half ago. State Government. Usually, mouse plagues are gone by now,
That headline read, ‘Fear of crime shackles Unley’, withbut this plague is lingering on and becoming a great worry to
a very strange graphic in black with a white knife beingmany of our rural producers. Broad acre farmers especially
pointed at the back of what appears in shadowy darkness ghould not be asked to bear the greater part of the cost burden
be a male of some sort. It is an article meant to arouse fear @f stopping this plague in our grain growing areas—Eyre
the hearts of the residents of Unley. The mayor has come ofteninsula, Yorke Peninsula and the Mid North. In the first
quite strongly and condemned this article and the journaliselace, the mouse problem is a community problem, not just
involved for the way in which the article has been written,a problem for individual farmers. Ask the housewife in a rural
based on a study that was undertaken by some studentsaiea who is ashamed to have visitors into the house because
Flinders University. As a student exercise, it is not bad butthe home is permeated by the stench of these filthy little
as a professional document on which to base a major articlereatures, some of which are dead under the house and others
in theAdvertiserand on the front page of the local Messengerof which are still gnawing away. It is vital that the plague be
Courier, it is a little shallow and requires quite a deal moreeliminated to protect what is in the long run a State asset.
attention. In his article in th&@own Crier, the mayor states: The SPEAKER: Order! | would just mention to the
The way in which this seriously flawed survey was reported bymember for Custance that there is a notice of motion on the
both newspapers was inappropriate and, in the case Gfdbger, ~Notice Paper that this House consider the mouse plague.
sensationalist in the extreme. An illustration in @eurierwhich  Although | do not wish to stop the member for Custance from

depicted a sinister figure about to knife a man in the back was in ve ; ; ; ;
poor taste and entirely unnecessary. According to expert advice t%aklng any point he wishes to make, | point out that he must

council has received, tH@ouriersreport could cause undue stress ©OMPly with the Standing Order under which members
to many residents, particularly the elderly. cannot pre-empt debate on a notice of motion. | would ask

Let me say that it has caused considerable distress. Througi’fat he be very careful about the words he uses and give
the efforts of professional organisations, a good deal of workOnsideration to motion No. 6 on page 3 of the Notice Paper.
has been done on this, independent of any of my doing. The M VENNING: | was not aware of that, but | will
local inspector of police has also made some very pertinePPly— _ , .
comments in theCourier as a consequence of this article, _1he SPEAKER!Itis the honourable member's responsi-
which appeared the week before. Inspector Graham LougRility to be aware.

who is our local inspector and, | might say, an excellent M VENNING: | will allude to a problem that we have.
police officer (and | am delighted that he is officer-in-charge! Was of the belief that the Minister gave an assurance to
of the Unley police area), has made some very relevarffany people that there would be Government assistance in

comments about this. Of course, this article— paying for the $3 per hectare cost to the farmer, apart from
Mr Lewis interjecting: supplying the grain. This is a direct thing | want to put before

The Hon. M.K. MAYES: Go back to sleep. In my the House: | was of the belief that the Minister was able to

opinion, this article in the Messenger newspaper undermind€liver this. I now understand that the Government has
the work of the police in Unley, and that is to be deplored by'€n€ged. and I believe that the Minister was unable to gain
members of this House, by the Parliament and by th&-abinetapproval. One must realise that most crops should be
community. | believe that we have an excellent Police Forc%OWn in South Australia by this time, and this problem has
in this State, a Police Force that provides a first rate servicB8€n the major cause of our harvest being cut down immeas-
to the community. | have no hesitation in saying that the work!"aPly—in some areas, completely. | was concerned that the
that is done by inspector Lough in Unley is first rate, and [Minister was not able to convince Cabinet to come up with

am delighted that he is in control of the situation. The article? féw dollars to assist those farmers. As members know, to
continues: ave a control of this nature requires a complete and total

Inspector Lough said that crime statistics indicated that peopleffort' To have some farmers complying and some notis just

aged 60 and over had a 5 per cent chance of becoming a victim gf comp}etg waste of effort.

crime whilst, according to the survey, people in Unley had onlya 3.3 At this time of year, these problems are normally resolved,
per cent chance of becoming a victim. These figures clearly shoand it does concern me that this problem is ongoing, because
that Unley is safer than the South Australian average. at harvest time we will have a serious problem; if mice are
Itis fair to say that what Inspector Lough said was that, as fastill present at that time of year they will bite off the crop. We
as policing in Unley goes, they are working hard to maintaindo not need any further problems. If ever the State needed to
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have a good wheat crop it is this year, not only for therecorded, and an article by Tony Baker in tdewsduring
farmers but for the community, the State, and particularly théhat year indicated his support for my diligence.
State Government, which wants to have an election this year Another matter | raise here is that | do not have to come
or early next year. Itis in their interests to make sure that theo the defence of my colleagues on this side of the House;
farmers have a reasonable year and that their income igost of the males are big enough and ugly enough to look
somewhere near the average. after themselves. When they attack the Minister of Economic
If the Government does not put out a few dollars now toDevelopment | am well aware, having been in this place for
assist—because some of the farmers are resowing for th®me 14-odd years, that he has hurt members opposite
second and third time—it will still have this problem and thepolitically and stung them by his contributions. We all know
farmers will still have the mice and horrific problems atthat; if it is not effective, why stand up and talk about it? The
harvest time. | remind the House that the mice are at Freelingeason why the Deputy Leader gave credence to the ability
which is not very far from Adelaide. | ask members toof my colleague was his capacity to expose and hurt the
consider a mouse plague of these proportions in Adelaide. Wepposition, both inside and outside this Parliament. Today,
need to keep them where they are now. The Governmenihen he exposed the research carried out by the advertising
provides funds for control of locusts and | cannot understanegency King, D.D.B. Needham, he exposed the Leader of the
why it will not do so for the mouse plague. Opposition as wishy-washy and phoney, seen by voters to

) _have no new ideas, to be negative, to have no guts and to
Mr HAMILTON (Albert Park):  Itis notoften|strayin have no policies.

debate away from my eIeptorate of Albert I?ark. Ith.ink.the The Hon. J.P. TRAINER: Mr Speaker, | draw your

_me_mber for Custance, if | understood his contrlbu_tlor_], ttention to the state of the House.

indicated that the Government or some members on this side

were not very concerned about the plight of the rural sector.

I do not think | have ever made this fact known to the House,

but my mother’s side of the family came from the land. As SITTINGS AND BUSINESS

the member_ for Mount Gambier may be aware, my eldest The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Deputy Premier): |

brother is still on the land and was involved in farming on

land just outside Mount Gambier. The member for Custance That Standing Orders be sof ded ast ble G
- i i at Standing Orders be so far suspended as to enable Govern-

tmhz):ﬁecl)lliﬁ gfeta\gégtea?;rﬂ}]/ %%?’S(I)dnel;alglset rsagtz%tavywepeekolp\ll\?algnent Bills to be i%troduced before the APddress in Reply is adopted.

in Red Hill talking to the people there and | do have a very Motion carried.

good rapport, as the honourable member—

Mr Venning: Did you see a few mice? SUPPLY BILL (No. 2)
Mr HAMILTON: 1 will come to thatin a moment. | had

discussions with quite a number of people including the The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Deputy Premier) obtain-

Hayes boys, and the member for Custance would be awagsl leave and introduced a Bill for an Act for the appropriation

of the esteem in which that family is held in that community,of money from the Consolidated Account for the financial

being one of the founding families of Red Hill. They year ending on 30 June 1994. Read a first time.

mentioned the problem of mice, including the fact that, as| The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | move:

understand it, mice can bury themselves three, four and That this Bill be now read a second time.

probably six metres underground. That astounded me, ag keek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted

was never aware tha_t the_:y could bury themselves ar_1d theA Hansardwithout my reading it.

surface again some time in the future. | was also apprised by | agve granted.

eople at Red Hill of the problems with rats. On my journe
Fo RF()ad Hill on that particFl)JIar evening, my wife an)(/djl Werey It provides $980 million to enable the public service to carry out
ised t it b f ’ t : ths normal functions until assent is received to the Appropriation Bill.
surprised 1o see quite a number of rats running across the Traditionally the Government has introduced two Supply Bills

road. | believe that all South Australians are genuinelyeach year, the first covering July and August and the second covering
concerned about these problems. Members on both sides g period from September until the main appropriation Bill becomes
the House, as well as people in the community, are aware ¢#@w. The amount of this Bill represents a decrease of $20 million on

the considerable importance of the rural sector to the State'8€ Sécond Supply Bill for last year.
This decrease reflects the adjustment between the two Supply

economy. I dq not th'_nk there is any thinking person_ms'deBills which I announced when the first Bill was introduced this year.
or outside this Pgrllament who does not recognise the At that time, honourable members will recall that the Government
problems confronting the rural sector. increased the amount of the first Bill for this year to cover expendi-
Let me come to a couple of other matters that | want tdure in early September and foreshadowed a reduction in the amount
mention while the member for Hayward is here. Yesterda ought in the second Bill. This adjustment has been necessary

. o : . because, in recent years, the second Supply Bill has not received
he mentioned traffic infringement notices and the way in,cdonrntil early September and under deposit account arrangements

which | had raised this matter, going back to when | was inseveral agencies draw funds from Consolidated Account at the
Opposition. | would enjoin the member to read Hensard  beginning of the month.

report and press releases, and he would know that | had This Bill is for $980 million, which is expected to be sufficient
researched this matter when many other members of th}g cover expenditure until early November, by which time debate on
Parliament were away during the Christmas adjournment. ieﬁggmp”at'on Bill is expected to be complete and assent
had no proble_m with that. My greatest cr_iticism dire_:c_ted t0 " Clause 1 is formal.

the then Tonkin Government was that it did not publicise the  cjause 2 provides for the issue and application of up to $980
whole range of offences that could be subject to traffimillion.

infringement notices. No publicity whatsoever was given

about that matter. That is where my strongest criticism was Mr S.J. BAKER secured the adjournment of the debate.

A quorum having been formed:

ove:
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ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION BILL previously separate controls relating to clean air and ozone protec-
tion, the marine environment, inland and underground water resource

The Hon. M.K. MAYES (Minister of Environment and protection, noise control, solid, liquid and hazardous waste manage-

: . : ment and beverage container recycling.
Land Management)obtained leave and introduced a Bill for This integrated legislative approach to environmental protection,

an Act to provide for the protection of the environment, totaking into account affects on land, air and water simultaneously, is
establish the Environment Protection Authority and define itshe best path to effective environmental outcomes. But this fresh
functions and powers, to repeal the Beverage Container A@PProach also means we can simplify the law, reduce the preoccu-
1985, the Clean Air Act 1984, the Environmental I:,ro,[ec,[iorgatlon with permit chasing by business, and abolish a series of

. - - ; eparate statutory authorities numbering six in all.
Council Act 1972, the Marine Environment Protection Act "~ "those benefits are consistent with the Government's agenda of

1990, the Noise Control Act 1977 and the Waste Managepublic sector reform and will assist rather than impede the business
ment Act 1987, to amend the Water Resources Act 1990 arggctor. The Government Adviser on Deregulation concluded in his

the Environment, Resources and Development Court AdEView of small business licensing that this Bill's streamlining of the

1993 and for other purposes. Read a first time. Xltrsr?rgt”g]nughpslcianlel%g]5|ng requirements will be beneficial to South

The Hon. M.K. MAYES: | move: The process culminating in this Bill has involved extensive
That this Bill be now read a second time. consultation with environment, industry and community organisa-

| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertgq”S beginning with a Green Paper published in 1991. This was

in Hansardwithout my reading it ollowed by a White Paper and draft Bill released in August last year,

: along with the package of measures to finance the programs of the
Leave granted. EPA. The draft Bill attracted eighty four submissions which
The Environment Protection Bill is landmark legislation. It demonstrated broad support for the EPA and the proposed legisla-

provides a framework amongst the most advanced in Australia t§On, with some reservations from sectors of industry. _

safeguard the essential life-supporting qualities of the South Since that time, a wide round of consultation with companies,

Australian environment. industry sectors and industry associations has ensured that previous
The Bill sets out to promote and stimulate sustainable developieservations about the Bill, and the mode of operation to be adopted

ment and environmentally sound practices on the part of the vitdty the EPA, have been clarified and addressed. That dialogue and

wealth-generating sectors of the State, public authorities and thigartnership, which will be a feature of the new arrangements, has
community as a whole. The Bill will foster a partnership betweenbeen recognised, for example, by the General Manager of the SA
government and all sectors of the community necessary to achieyehamber of Commerce and Industry, Mr Lindsay Thompson, who
effective environmental protection and improvement. At the samé&ias praised the consultative process undertaken and the commitment
time it sets out the essential backdrop of rules, policies and remedié$ staff of the Office of the EPA in addressing legitimate views and

to apply when environmental performance does not match agredipsitive suggestions advanced by the business sector.

community expectations. The result of those consultations is an Environment Protection
Environmental rules, offences, penalties and remedies arBill whichis directed at effective environmental solutions and goals,

necessary but not in themselves effective in achieving the envirorand yet provides to industry the requisite degree of certainty and time

mental goals sought. Collaborative planning and action to meet th® adjust current practices, plant and technologies to meet desired
challenges and address the shortcomings will be essential elemes§#vironmental outcomes.

in reaching those goals. As a result of this landmark initiative, we can look forward to
The focus of the new South Australian Environment Protectiorprogressively achieving the environmental improvements sought by

Authority (EPA), established by the Bill, will be to work positively government, environment groups and the wider community.

and constructively with industry and the community to achieve cost- The Environment Protection Bill has been developed as part of

effective pollution prevention, waste reduction and management.a legislative reform package with the recently enacted Development
In South Australia, just as nationally and globally, we recogniseAct 1993, and the Environment, Resources and Development (ERD)

the importance of economic development and employment procee€ourt Act 1993. The respective systems of initial development
ing hand-in-hand with measures to protect the quality of life of theauthorisation and ongoing environmental oversight are linked,
community and future generations. That quality of life is dependentesulting in streamlining of approval and licensing requirements and

on effective measures to: greater certainty for environmentally sound developments. The
- protect air quality from motor vehicle, factory and other Environment Protection Bill, together with the Development and
emissions; ERD Court Acts, completes a major Government initiative in
protect water quality from discharges affecting rivers, catchlegislative reform consolidating fourteen Acts of Parliament into
ments, marine and groundwaters; these three principal Acts and two associated Acts dealing with
guard against land contamination from landfills, industrial coastal and heritage matters.
and other activities; Development proposals with the potential to pollute the
protect the community from excessive noise; and environment or generate significant waste will be referred to the EPA

to conserve natural resources by minimising industrial andy the relevant development approval body under the Development
domestic waste and encouraging recycling and the wise us8ct. The EPA will have an input into that initial development
of resources. authorisation and may impose conditions or, in certain instances,
For the first time the Environment Protection Bill brings togetherveto proposals. This means that the EPA can take a vital preventative
these essential goals within a strategic framework provided by thapproach to pollution and waste at the stage when development
principles of ecologically sustainable development (ESD). Thos@roposals are being planned, designed and assessed for approval.
principles, incorporated into the objects of the Bill, mean that Where the EPA has agreed to a development authorisation, the
economic and environmental considerations will be integrated impplicant will be assured of receiving an environmental authorisation
addressing these so-called ‘brown’ environmental issues of pollutionynder the Environment Protection Bill. An environmental authorisa-
waste, contamination and environmental harm generally. With &on, such as a licence, provides for ongoing environmental oversight
community now united in wanting to see economic and environmentef activities into the future. Conditions governing activities of
al progress, we can, by cost-effective environmental protectiorenvironmental significance are adjusted periodically as scientific
promote economically and ecologically sustainable developmenknowledge, environmental standards and expectations and techno-
This ensures that the environment protection system also suppottsgical advances to protect the environment change. The EPA will
the South Australian economic development strategy. have an important role in seeing that environmental improvement is
To borrow a description coined by the former head of the Departprogressively achieved.
ment, Dr lan McPhalil, this means ‘wealth creation and environment- The Government's initiative in developing the EPA proposals
al protection will be in line, not head-to-head'. has, in itself, had the welcome effect of stimulating industry and
The Environment Protection Bill is not an extra layer of environ- various public authorities to examine and improve their environment-
mental law superimposed on existing legislation. The Bill replacesl performance. A range of companies and government agencies are
more than six existing Acts and licensing and approval systems. lindertaking environmental audits and waste minimisation audits,
provides instead a single, integrated and streamlined system afsessing their compliance with legal requirements, introducing best
environmental protection. The Bill covers, in an holistic way, practice environmental management, negotiating environment
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improvement programs, and factoring in to their future investmenbf South Australia on the state of the environment. The range of
and plant upgrading plans changes needed to meet environmentahtters to be reported on is specified in the Bill. The report will
goals. provide an assessment of progress towards environmental goals and
For its part, the Government's Cleaner Industries Demonstratiosignificant issues and priorities that need to be addressed.
Scheme is a tangible expression of commitment, through the Office  The membership of the EPA has been designed so that it has the
of the EPA, to assist industry to make environmental progress. Theequisite expertise, standing and credibility for such important
Office, the Economic Development Authority and the Common-responsibilities. It is not to be composed of members representing
wealth Environment Protection Agency are each contributingsectional interests or particular organisations.
$200 000 to the Scheme. A broadly-based, representative body called the Environment
Positive environmental steps on the part of industry and publi®rotection Advisory Forum is also established to advise the EPA and
authorities will be recognised, encouraged and rewarded under thikre Minister on issues, proposals and policies under the Bill and to
new legislation. ensure that the views of a wide range of interested organisations are
A range of measures in the Bill recognise and reward environtaken into account.
mental planning initiatives and good practice by industry, and The membership of the Advisory Forum has been structured so
provide a greater degree of certainty for environmentally soundhat it includes representatives of the various sectors of industry
activities. These include: affected by, or interested in, the measures and policies to be
- the entitlement for a business to propose its own environmerdeveloped under the legislation. Its membership also includes
improvement program together with a matching term forrepresentatives of environment and conservation organisations
which its environmental authorisation should apply; (including local community environment interests), the Local
encouragement for businesses to undertake voluntar¢overnment Association and the United Trades and Labour Council.
environmental audits which would then be afforded legalState Government agencies with significant responsibilities in
protection; environmental protection, natural resources, economic development,
certainty that an environmental authorisation will be grantedpublic and environmental health and disaster prevention and
for activities approved under the Development Act, where theplanning are also represented.
EPA has had an input and supported that approval; Nominations for membership of the Forum must be sought from
third party appeals being dealt with at the stage wherrelevant organisations. As well as the Advisory Forum, there is
development authorisation is granted, avoiding a secongrovision for the EPA to establish specialist committees.
round of such appeals; The framework of the Bill is provided by a series of objects
the option for business to seek a single environmentaihich delineate the scope and purpose of the Bill. Reinforcing these
authorisation covering their activities at various locations; objects, the Bill creates, for the first time, a general statutory
greater certainty that the EPA will not ‘shift the goalposts’ setenvironmental duty which requires us all to take reasonable and
for industry by changing conditions under which they operatepracticable measures to prevent or minimise harm to the environment
unless there is specific and substantial reason to do so;  from activity that pollutes the environment or produces wastes.
scope for industry to adjust and make environmental The Bill sets out the process for establishing environment
improvements over practicable timeframes in line with protection policies which will include the specific requirements,
investment in new processes, equipment and technologiesfandards, criteria and guidelines for activities with the potential to
and cause environmental harm from pollution or waste.
capacity for the EPA to set differential fees reflecting the  Initially, the State’s environment protection policies will consist
polluter pays principle, and to include an incentive compo-of the current requirements, standards and guidelines contained in
nent to reward environmental improvement. various provisions of the Acts and regulations being replaced by this
Together, these measures mean an Environment Protection BRill. This will include those covering air and water quality, noise and
at the forefront of environmental regulation in Australia, providing, waste management. The translation of those current requirements
in a range of ways, a comparative advantage for environmentallinto environment protection policies is provided for by the transition-
responsible businesses in South Australia. The Bill measures up weéll provisions in Schedule 2 of the Bill. Existing environmental
when assessed against the recent report of the Australian Manufegfandards are to be maintained in the initial set of environment
turing Council, The Environmental Challenge: Best Practice protection policies.
Environmental Regulatio@une 1993), which emphasises the need = Subsequent environment protection policies will be developed
to produce ‘outcomes consistent with enhanced environmentaiccording to the consultative processes specified in the Bill. The

performance and improved competitiveness’. policies will be considered by the Forum, the Minister and Cabinet
The Bill establishes the South Australian Environment Protectiorand the Environment, Resources and Development Committee of
Authority as a statutory authority of six members. Parliament. Once declared by the Governor, environment protection

The EPA’s charter is to oversee the protection, restoration angolicies become disallowable statutory instruments under the Act.
enhancement of the quality of the environment having regard to the The Bill also provides for policies to come into effect on an
principles of ecologically sustainable development and the specifithterim basis, prior to the consultative processes being undertaken,
objects set out in the Bill. where there are good grounds for the policy to operate immediately.

The EPA has responsibilities independent of the Minister inThe processes of consultation and consideration of submissions
relation to its reports and recommendations, its decision-makingrould then follow. The process for establishing environment
functions on environmental authorisations, such as licences arferotection policies and interim policies is analogous to that used in
exemptions, and its enforcement responsibilities under the Bill. the Development Act 1993 for development plans.

The EPA will be supported in its work by the Office of the EPA, Special provision is made in the Bill for national environment
a group within the Department of Environment and Land Manageprotection measures to become South Australian environment
ment formed by an amalgamation of departmental staff and formeprotection policies. The Bill thereby provides the means by which
employees of the Waste Management Commission. South Australia will meet its obligations under Schedule 4 of the

The specific functions of the EPA set out in the Bill include— InterGovernmental Agreement on the Environment entered into on

- preparing draft environment protection policies; 1 May 1992 by the Commonwealth, all State and Territory govern-

contributing to the development and implementation ofments and the Australian Local Government Association. This
national environment protection measures; Agreement provides for national environment protection measures
instituting or supervising environmental monitoring and directed at achieving greater consistency in environmental standards
evaluation programs; across Australia and effective environmental protection with
promoting the development of the environment managemerftllowance for more stringent State policies where appropriate.
industry of the State; and Under the Agreement, national measures for the protection of the
encouraging and assisting in implementation of best practic€nvironment may cover—

environmental management, emergency planning, environ- - ambient air quality; .

ment improvement programs and similar programs. - ambient marine, estuarine and freshwater quality;

For the first time, this legislation requires that a South Australian - noise related to protecting amenity where variations in
State of the Environment report be prepared and published at least ~ measures would have an adverse effect on national markets
every five years. The EPA will be responsible for co-ordinating for goods and services;
contributions and information from public authorities and for - general guidelines for the assessment of site contamination;
assessing and reporting to the Minister, the Parliament and the people - the environmental impacts associated with hazardous wastes;
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motor vehicle emissions; and
the re-use and recycling of used materials.

An extensive prior consultative process, which parallels that
required in this Bill, is required for development of all national
environment protection measures, including consideration of
regional environmental differences and the impact of measures.

Under the Agreement, national measures will be decided upon
by a two-thirds vote of the national ministerial body and will be
disallowable by the Commonwealth Parliament.

Schedule 4 of the Agreement is to be given effect by complemen-
tary legislation in each jurisdiction and it is envisaged that the South Of S !
Australian complementary legislation will be prescribed as the conditions or mandatory policies (Clause 85) or not having
relevant national scheme laws for the purposes of this Bill. been negligent (Clause 125). _

Once this prescription is made, a national environment protection The Bill before the House does not deal with the matter of
measure that comes into operation under such prescribed laws wiPntaminated sites caused by previous polluting activity, or with
automatically come into operation as an environment protectiofielated questions of financial liability for contaminated site
policy under the South Australian Environment Protection Act. remediation. These matters are currently the subject of a national

Until the Parliament of South Australia enacts the complementargliscussion paper released under the auspices of the Australian and
legislation being developed to give effect to Schedule 4 of theYew Zealand Environment and Conservation Council. The
InterGovernmental Agreement on the Environment, the provision§&0vernment will be developing policies and proposals for contami-
of this Bill dealing with the application of national measures as Statéated site matters over the next eighteen months, after which the
environment protection policy will have no effective operation. TheN€cessary new provisions to be incorporated into the Environment
complementary Commonwealth and State Bills to give effect to thé’rotection Act will be presented to Parliament. _ o
Agreement are expected to be available for consideration late this As | said at the outset, this Environment Protection Bill is
year. landmark legislation. It is forward-looking; it accommodates the

The Environment Protection Bill will also facilitate future &nticipated development of greater consistency in environmental
collaboration and cooperation in various environmental endeavoufotection under national environment protection measures to the
on the part of local government authorities in matters such agenefit of industry and the environment; it also takes a forward-
recycling of waste and improved stormwater management. ooking approach to progressive achievement of environmental

The obligations of the South Australian Environment Protectiond0als. . . )

Bill apply equally to public authorities and the private sector and the  The Bill provides an effective, advanced and streamlined
Crown is bound by its provisions. This includes the requirements—ramework for environmental protection (in South Australia, together

- to comply” with mandatory provisions of environment with an approach which will encourage a positive, constructive and

protection policies; and collaborative partnership between government, industry and the

- : - : _wider community in the move towards economically and ecologi-
to obtain and conform with the conditions of an enwronmenitf cally sustainable development. | commend the Bill to the House.

a judgement of the Court (amendment of ERD Court Act in
Schedule 2, Clause 3 of the Bill);

provides criminal penalties ranging from on-the-spot fines to
a maximum $1m for the most serious environmental harm in
line with the maximum penalties set in the Acts being
replaced (Clauses 80-85, 35);

provides for corporate and related company liability, and, in
common with numerous other SA Acts of a similar kind and
comparable interstate laws, for directors to be liable in certain
circumstances (Clauses 128-130, 125, 138) along with
appropriate defences such as having complied with licence

al authorisation (works approval, licence or exemption),
undertaking a prescribed activity of environmental signifi-
cance listed in Schedule 1 of the Bill.

PART 1—PRELIMINARY
Clause 1—Short title

There are other significant features of the Bill to which | draw the This clause is formal.
attention of the House.

Th

e Bill—

establishes a single, integrated system of environmenteg?
authorisations for specified activities of environmental d!
significance listed in Schedule 1 of the Act in place of the six
licensing systems that currently apply (Clauses 36-57);

Clause 2—Commencement

This clause provides for the commencement of the measure on a date
be set by proclamation. Under the Acts Interpretation Act 1915
fferent provisions may be brought into force on different days.

Clause 3—Interpretation

This clause defines the terms used in the measure. In particular, the

invites industry to initiate their own environment improve- following terms are defined:

ment programs and undertake voluntary environmental audits
(which would have legal protection) while enabling the EPA
to require an audit in certain circumstances (Clauses 45, 59
and 43);

provides that an environmental authorisation must be granted
for development approved under the Development Act 1993
where the EPA has been consulted and has concurred with
that approval (Clause 48);

transfers regulatory responsibility for pollution of water to the
EPA (Schedule 2, Clause 2); and provides for referral of
applications within water protection areas to the Minister of
Water Resources (Clauses 62-65);

re-enacts SAs beverage container deposit and ozone
protection Systems (Clauses 66-79);

provides for a general environmental duty (Clause 25) and
general offences of causing environmental nuisance (Clause
83), material environmental harm (Clause 81) and serious
environmental harm (Clause 80) and appropriate defences to
a charge of a contravention (Clauses 85 and 125);

provides for environmental protection orders (Clauses 94-96),
clean-up orders to deal with environmental harm (Clauses
100-104), emergency powers and dispensations (Clause 106);
provides applicants with a right of appeal against certain EPA
decisions to the Environment, Resources and Development
Court (Clause 107-109);

provides for the EPA and any person who would have

‘amenity value’ of an area refers broadly to all the qualities of an
area that may be enjoyed by humans.

‘environment’ means land, air, water, living things, ecosystems,
human made structures or areas and the amenity values of an
area.

‘environmental nuisance’ means any adverse effect on an
amenity value of an area caused by noise, dust, fumes, smoke or
odour that unreasonably interferes with the enjoyment of the area
by persons occupying land within, or lawfully resorting to, the
area or an unsightly or offensive condition caused by waste.
‘pollutant’ means any solid, liquid or gas (or combination
thereof) that may cause any environmental harm, and includes
waste, noise, smoke, dust, fumes, odour, heat and anything
declared by regulation to be a pollutant.

‘pollute’ means to discharge, emit, deposit or disturb pollutants
or to cause or fail to prevent the discharge, emission, depositing,
disturbance or escape of pollutants.

‘prescribed activity of environmental significance’ means an
activity referred to in Schedule 1. The activities listed in that
schedule are largely based on the sorts of industrial processes
carried on by the persons licensed under the pollution licensing
requirements of the Acts to be repealed by this measure.
Schedule 1 may be amended by regulation.

Subclauses (2) and (3) define the classes of person who will be

taken to be associates of another person.

Clause 4—Responsibility for pollution

standing at common law to seek injunctions and other civilClause 4 provides that the occupier of a place or the person in charge

remedies through the ERD Court (Clause 105);

of a vehicle will be responsible for pollution emanating from that

allows the ERD Court to use mediation and conciliation place or vehicle. This provision does not however affect the liability
mechanisms for the resolution of disputes and to makedf any other person in respect of that pollution.

restraining orders (in the same way as the District Court) to

Clause 5—Environmental harm

prevent disposal of property that may be required to satisfyClause 5 defines the concept of ‘environmental harm’.
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Subclause (1) states that environmental harm includes potentidhis clause establishes the Environment Protection Authority (‘the
harm. Subclause (2) defines potential harm to include both harm thatuthority’) as a body corporate and an instrumentality of the Crown.

will occur in the future and harm that may occur in the future. Subclause (4) provides that the Authority is subject to the
Subclause (3) defines ‘material environmental harm’ and ‘serioudirection of the Minister except where making a recommendation or
environmental harm’. report to the Minister or deciding on matters with respect to
Material environmental harm has occurred if— environmental or development authorisations under Part 6 or in
- an environmental nuisance occurs that is of a high impact orelation to the enforcement of this measure.
on a wide scale; or Subclause (5) provides that any direction given by the Minister

environmental harm occurs resulting in actual or potentialmust be in writing.
loss or damage to property and the value of that damage Clause 12—Membership of Authority
exceeds $5 000; or This clause states that the Authority is to have six members, five of
environmental harm occurs that involves actual or potentialvhom will be appointed by the Governor and one of whom will be
harm to the environment or to human health that is not trivial.a prescribed public servant (who will be the Deputy chairperson of
Serious environmental harm has occurred if— the Authority).
it involves actual or potential harm to the environment, orto  The members appointed by the Governor will be persons with the
human health, that is of a high impact or on a wide scale; oeenvironmental and industry expertise set out in subclause (2). One
it results in actual or potential loss or property damage andf these members will be appointed to chair the Authority.
the value of that damage exceeds $50 000. Subclause (5) provides that the Governor may appoint deputies
Subclause (5) provides that harm may be taken to be caused igr members.
pollution despite the fact that it is the indirect result of pollution, or = Clause 13—Functions of Authority
results from the combined effects of the pollution and other factorsThe Authority has the primary function of administering and
Clause 6—Act binds Crown enforcing the provisions of this measure to achieve environmental
This measure binds the Crown in right of the State and as far as grotection. Other functions of the Authority include the promotion
legally possible in its other capacities, but provides that the Crow®f the objects of this measure amongst government bodies, the
(as opposed to its agents) is not criminally liable under this measurgrivate sector and the public, the conducting of research and public

Clause 7—Interaction with other Acts education in relation to environment protection, encouragement of
Subclause (1) states that this measure does not derogate from ¥@untary environmental audits and the regular review of environ-
provisions of any other Act. ment protection policies.

Subclause (2) states that the measure does not apply to circum- Clause 14—Powers of Authority
stances to which the Environment Protection (Sea Dumping) AcThe Authority has all powers that are necessary or expedient for the
1984, the Pollution of Waters by Oil and Noxious Substances Acperformance of its functions under this measure but in particular may
1987 or the Radiation Protection and Control Act 1982 apply. Theseek expert advice and make use of the services of government
first two Acts are enacted as part of co-operative legislative schemesnployees (with the approval of the relevant Minister) or council
with the Commonwealth and States and for reasons of uniformity aremployees (with the approval of the relevant council).
to remain discrete from this consolidation of environmental controls.  Clause 15—Terms and conditions of office
The Radiation Protection and Control Act is to continue to beThe chair of the Authority may be appointed for a term not longer
administered as part of the Health portfolio. than five years. Other appointed members may be appointed for a
Subclause (3) provides that this measure is subject to thterm not longer than two years. Appointed members may be removed
provisions of the Pulp and Paper Mills Agreement Act 1958, the Pulfor misconduct, neglect of duty, incapacity or failure to satisfactorily
and Paper Mill (Hundreds of Mayurra and Hindmarsh) Act 1964 andcarry out duties. Remuneration of members is to be determined by
the Roxby Downs (Indenture Ratification) Act 1982. the Governor.
Subclause (4) provides that this measure does not apply in Clause 16—Proceedings of Authority
relation to— Clause 16 provides for the procedures of meetings of the Authority
- petroleum exploration activity under the Petroleum Act 1940and provides that the Authority must meet at least monthly.
or the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act 1982; or Clause 17—Committees and subcommittees of Authority
wastes produced in the course of an activity, other than &lause 17 provides that the regulations may prescribe that specified
prescribed activity of environmental significance (in relation committees and subcommittees must be set up by the Authority. The
to which an authorisation is required under this measure)Authority may also set up committees or subcommittees with the
authorised by a lease or licence under the Mining Act 1971 approval of the Minister.
the Petroleum Act 1940 or the Roxby Downs (Indenture  Clause 18—Conflict of Interests
Ratification) Act 1982 when those wastes are produced ané member of the Authority or a member of a committee or subcom-
disposed of to land and contained within the area of the leasmittee of the Authority who has a conflict of interests in relation to
or licence; or a matter must disclose that conflict and must not take any part in
wastes produced in the course of an activity other than aleliberations or decisions in relation to that matter. Failure to
prescribed activity of environmental significance (in relation disclose such a conflict renders the member liable to a maximum
to which an authorisation is required under this measurepenalty of division 6 imprisonment (1 year) or a division 6 fine
authorised by a lease under the Mining Act 1971 when thos€$4 000). A disclosure of interest must be recorded in the minutes of
wastes are disposed of to land and contained within arthe Authority.
adjacent miscellaneous purposes licence area under that ActDIVISION 2—ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION ADVISORY
Clause 8—Civil remedies not affected FORUM
Nothing in this measure affects a person'’s right to take civil action Clause 19—Establishment of Forum
against another person. In particular, compliance with this measurehis clause establishes the Environment Protection Advisory Forum
does not necessarily indicate that a person has satisfied their comm@tie Forum’).
law duty of care in relation to others. Clause 20—Membership of Forum
Clause 9—Territorial and extra-territorial application of Act  The Forum is to consist of 18 members, 17 of whom will be
This measure covers the State’s coastal waters and applies to actsappointed by the Governor and one of whom will be the deputy chair
omissions of a person outside the State that cause pollutants to comkthe Authority.
within the State or that cause environmental harm within the State  Subclause (2) specifies the interests that are to be reflected in the
and that, if committed within the State, would constitute an offencemembership of the Forum. Members will include a balance of

against this measure. representatives of industry, environmental, union and governmental
PART 2—OBJECTS OF ACT groups.
Clause 10—Objects of Act Subclause (4) provides that the chair and deputy chair of the

This clause sets out the aims and philosophies of this measure. Forum will be chosen by the Governor.
Subclause (2) provides that the Authority, Forum and all persons Subclause (7) provides that members may nominate deputies.
and bodies involved in the administration of this measure must have Clause 21—Function of Forum
regard to and seek to further the objects of this measure. The function of the Forum is to advise the Authority and the Minister
PART 3—AUTHORITY, FORUM AND FUND of the views of interested organisations and of the community in
DIVISION 1—ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AUTHORITY relation to the protection, restoration and enhancement of the
Clause 11—Establishment of Authority environment within the scope of this measure.



42 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 4 August 1993

Clause 22—Terms and conditions of office Penalties are set out in clause 35. Subclause (3)(a) provides that each
A member of the Forum may be appointed for not more than threenandatory policy must specify the level of penalty which applies to
years and is entitled to the allowances and expenses determined &gch of its requirements.
the Governor. A member may be removed for misconduct, neglect Subclause (3)(b) provides that a policy may, on its terms, specify
of duty, incapacity or failure to satisfactorily carry out his or her that a person may not be granted an authorisation exempting them
duties. from compliance with its provisions or may limit the circumstances
Clause 23—Proceedings of the Forum in which such an exemption may be granted.
The Forum is to meet at least once in every three months. Subjectto Subclause (4) provides that policies may incorporate standards
the directions of the Authority, the Forum may determine its ownprepared by a body as in force from time to time and may allow

procedures. ) ) ) ) matters to be determined at the discretion of the Authority.
_The Forum must I_<eep minutes of its proceedings which aretobe Clause 28—Normal procedure for making policies
available to the public. This clause sets out the normal procedure that will be followed in
DIVISION 3—ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION FUND making environment protection policies. The procedure is analogous
Clause 24—Environment Protection Fund to that provided in the Development Act in relation to development

Clause 24 establishes the Environment Protection Fund (‘the Fundplans.

which is to be comprised of the monies referred to in subclause (3) syhclause (3) provides that the Authority must, by newspaper
including financial assurances and a prescribed percentage of t@vertisement, notify the public of its intention to prepare a draft
monies paid in penalties and fees. _ ) _ environment protection policy.

The Fund may be applied for purposes including the making of g hcjause (5) provides that once the draft policy and accompany-
payments under environment performance agreements (see claysg explanatory report have been prepared, these documents must be
60) and to fund investigations, research, pilot programs or educatioferred to the Forum and to any public authority particularly
and training in relation to the environment and its protection. affected in the matter.

PART 4—GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL DUTY At the same time the Authority must, as provided in subclause

(Clause 25—General environmental duty a?é publicise the proposed making of a policy Bazetteand
This clause imposes a general environmental duty on persons to tagg\yspaper advertisement which will advise that interested persons
all reasonable and practicable measures to prevent or minimisgay obtain copies of the draft and will invite written submissions
environmental harm arising out of a polluting activity. Subclause (2fom the public which will be available for public perusal. The
sets out criteria for determining what constitutes ‘reasonable anﬁewspaper advertisement will specify a date for a public hearing into
practicable’ measures. These criteria include environmentaine making of the policy (although under subclause (7) the Authority
financial and technical considerations. may, with the approval of the Minister, dispense with the necessity

Failing to comply with the general environmental duty does notsf holding a hearing if satisfied that it is not warranted in the
constitute an offence in itself but may constitute grounds for the issugjrcumstances).

of a environment protection order or clean-up order or clean-up " once the comments of the Forum, relevant public authorities and
authorisation under Part 10 or for the making of an order of the Coute hjic have been received, the Authority may modify the draft
under Part lll.- Cond|t_|tcr)]nt?]_ofdautthorlsatlons may also be framed 19, 4\jl| then refer the draft to the Minister who may accept, alter or
secure compliance with this duty. reject the policy. The draft will then be referred to the Governor

The issue of environment protection orders or clean-up ordergnqer subclause (12) who may declare the policy to be authorised
and conditions of authorisations are appealable to the Environmeni;, 4 on gazettal the policy will come into operation on a date

Resources and Development Court. specified in the gazettal.

Subclause (3) provides that it will be a defence in criminal cl : ; ; :
h > . ° L : ause 29—National environment protection measures automati-
proceedings or civil proceedings (proceedings for civil remedie ally operate as policies

under Part 11) where itis alleged that a person failed to comply wit lause 29 sets out the means by which South Australia will meet its

the.ge?ﬁéa:)glr;\ﬁggn;%r:‘tgémgg t\r/]vee;ts_dealt with in a m‘,Ju,]d‘,ﬂoryobligations under Schedule 4 of the Inter Governmental Agreement
provision of a policy or in an environmental authorisation and%%nﬁ?neonsv%\/ali%ngggt aﬁngi;?g ;%0 Tgrr]ri tér Magve%r?%zenlt)sy '}%?s
did not exceed the limits specified in the policy or authorisa- ; ; . y4g : :
agreement provides for national environment protection measures

tion; or ; VI - ] -
s oy . . directed at achieving greater consistency in environmental standards
a policy or authorisation stated that compliance with the : ; : :
policy or authorisation would constitute compliance with the acrcs)siA(;Jsltrezllaf?rr‘ld:ffectlve etr!wtrortl)me_ntal prf?tetcttjlon. i
duty and the person complied with the policy or authorisation cheadule 4 oTIne Agreement IS (o be given elfect by complimen-

- tary legislation in each jurisdiction and it is envisaged that the South
PART5 EN\ISIE/(I)S'\II(';A,\EITLEE?\IE%%TON POLICIES Australian complimentary legislation will be prescribed as the

Clause 26—Interpretation relevant national scheme laws for the purposes of this measure.

This clause provides that the procedures set out in this Part iPn Once t?:s prescription is made, anagonal errI1V|ronme_Bt %r?tectlor_}l
relation to a draft environment protection policy apply equally to a easure that comes Into Operation under sUch prescribed Iaws wi
draft amendment or draft revocation of an existing environmengufomatically come into operation as an environment protection
protection policy olicy under this Division without the authorisation of the Governor.
Clause 27—Nature and contents of environment protection  Subclause (2) provides that an environment protection policy that

policies comes into operation by virtue of subclause (1) is to be treated as a
rgollcy that is to be taken into account by the Authority in determin-

Subclause (1) provides that environment protection policies ma tters for th  thi to which th i
be made for any purpose directed towards securing the objects of tH[2J 21y mallers for the purposes ol this measure to which the policy
as relevance and may be given effect to by the issuing of environ-

measure. ¢ g der Pant 10
General provisions of environment protection policies will be MeNt Protection orders under Part 10. . .
more specific than the general duty established under clause 25. A Subclause (3) provides that an environment protection policy that
policy may form the basis for decisions of the Authority and may,cOMes into operation by virtue of this clause cannot be varied or
for example, be a factor in determining the conditions subject tg€voked except by a further national environment protection measure
which a licence will be granted. Policies may also be enforced by th@" by & more stringent environment protection policy made in the
issuing of an environment protection order under clause 94 directingo'mal way under this Division. . . .
a person to act in a specified manner consistent with the policy or - Clause 30—Simplified procedure for making certain policies
face prosecution. A simplified procedure exists in the case of the adoption of a policy
Under subclause (2)(c), a policy may provide that it may beprepared by a body prescribed for the purposes of this clause. This
enforced by the issue of an environment protection order under Paptocedure will cater for the adoption of standards and for the
10. adoption of other documents where public consultation will have
Policies may contain mandatory provisions which will largely already occurred (such as a Standards Australia measure or an
take the place of regulations currently in place under the various Actdustralian Design Rule).
to be repealed under this measure. Breach of a mandatory provision Such a draft policy may be referred directly to the Governor who
of a policy constitutes an offence under clause 35. may authorise and gazette the policy.
A three tiered penalty system is created in relation to breaches Clause 31—Reference of policies to Environment, Resources and
of mandatory provisions of environment protection policies.Development Committee of Parliament
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This clause sets out a procedure for Parliamentary consideration of PART 6—ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATIONS AND
environment protection policies that is analogous to that provided DEVELOPMENT AUTHORISATIONS
in the Development Act in relation to development plans. DIVISION 1—REQUIREMENT FOR WORKS APPROVAL

Any policy that has been authorised by the Governor must be Clause 36—Requirement for works approval
referred by the Minister to the Environment, Resources and his clause provides for a system of works approvals governing the
Development Committee of the Parliament within 28 days. Theconstruction and alteration of structures or plant proposed to be used
Environment, Resources and Development Committee may eithdor a prescribed activity of environmental significance (an activity
accept, object to or suggest amendments to a policy. referred to in schedule 1). The aim of the system of works approvals

If an amendment is suggested by the Committee, the Ministei to ensure that works are initially set up in a manner that will lead
may either recommend to the Governor that the amendment be matie better environmental performance hence avoiding the need for
in which case the Governor may make the amendment, or thexpensive remedial action in relation to |na(_jequately constructed
Minister may report to the Committee that the Minister is unwilling works. A person who carries out works without such a works
to make the suggested amendment in which case the Committee magproval is liable to a maximum penalty, in the case of a body
either insist on the amendment or accept the policy as originallgorporate, of a fine of $120 000 and, in the case of a natural person,
proposed. of a division 1 fine ($6_0 000). _ _

If the Environment, Resources and Development Committee  Subclause (2) provides that a works approval will not be required
objects to a policy, copies must be laid before both Houses of relation to an activity authorised by a licence. In such a case,

Parliament and if either House resolves to disallow the policy, itconstruction and alteration of works will be governed by conditions
ceases to have effect. contained in the licence. A works approval will also not be required

Subclause (9) provides that where a policy is disallowed by eithé r works for which a development authorisation is required under
he Development Act.

House of Parliament, notice of this fact must forthwith be publishe DIVISION 2—REQUIREMENT FOR LICENCE

in theGazette : ;
Clause 32—Interim policies Clause 37—Requirement for licence
- - . erson must not undertake a prescribed activity of environmental
The normal procedure for the making of policies set out in clause 28 PE" " ;
is necessariFI)y atime consuming ong an% it might in some cases %nlflca_nce (an activity referred to in schedule 1) unless the person
Ids a licence under Part 6. The maximum penalty on breach is, in

necessary to bring a policy into force immediately. This claus - :
allows the Governor by notice in ti@azetteo declare the interim T‘%‘ﬁaﬁﬁfgl %L?S%%décd?\r/%?cr)%ti' f%gn(%g(f)%%)%()).ooo and in the case of

operation of a policy as soon as the matter is referred to the Foru DIVISION 3—EXEMPTIONS
under clause 26(3)(a). Clause 38—Exemptions

ermpar, I Wi, OREat o 01 e IS5, S09nE! Aperson may ot an envronmertal authorsaton(an exempto)
o, JOWE ; -exempting the person from the application of a specified provision
qus_pended by another policy coming into operation under thigghis measure in respect of a specified activity. An exemption may
vision. , , __be conditional and may be issued for a limited term.
Clause 33—Certain amendments may be made without following DIVISION 4—GRANT, RENEWAL, CONDITIONS AND
normal procedure o ) TRANSFER OF ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATIONS
The Minister may by notice in th@azetteamend a policy to correct Clause 39—Applications for environmental authorisations
an error, to make a change of form rather than substance or in ordefjs clause provides for the manner in which an environmental
to make a change of a prescribed kind and such an amendmegtithorisation (a licence, works approval or exemption) is to be
comes into operation on the day specified in the notice. applied for and provides that a prescribed application fee may be
Clause 34—Availability and evidence of policies charged.
The Authority is to keep copies of each environment protection Clause 40—Public notice and submissions in respect of
policy and of each standard or other document referred to in aapplications for environmental authorisations
environment protection policy available for inspection and purchas&he Authority must, on receipt of an application for the grant of an
by the public. environmental authorisation, publish notice of the application in a
The Authority may, for evidentiary purposes, certify a copy of newspaper and invite interested persons to make written submissions
a policy or standard as a true copy of the policy, standard or othdn relation to the application. Public notice is not required in respect

document. of an application for an exemption from the application of a
DIVISION 2—CONTRAVENTION OF MANDATORY provision of Division 3 of Part 8 (in relation to ozone protection) or
PROVISIONS of an application for a licence to conduct a waste transport business

Clause 35—Offence to contravene mandatory provisions ofc@egory B) as described in Part A of Schedule 1.
policy éf Clause 41—Grant of environmental authorisations

; ; i e Authority must, by written notice, advise an applicant of its
-Ia-E lseﬂaggﬁrggiezteps;ggigg%s Sgﬁégaqmgg gﬁn;gggg t(f)arlﬁ ﬁﬁ:g'st'\?vg 1gcision as to whether to grant or refuse an authorisation and, in the

categories, the more serious of which involves proof of recklessne%ﬁ‘)Se of a refusal of a licence or works approval, mustinclude in the

or intention. Penalties on breach depend on which penalty level [a0tice the reasons for the refusal.
specified in the policy (see clause 27).
The maximum penalties are as follows:

The Authority must give notice of the granting of an exemption
in the Gazette
Clause 42—Authorisations may be held jointly

Intentional or reckless breach: An environmental authorisation may be held jointly by two or more
Category A: Body corporate—$250 000. persons but where so held, those persons are jointly and severally
Natural person—$120 000 or Division 5 liable where any civil or criminal liability attaches to the holder of
imprisonment (2 years) or both. the authorisation under this measure.
Category Bor C:  Division 3 fine ($30 000). Clause 43—Time limit for determination of applications
Other breaches: If the Authority has not determined an application for an authorisa-
Category A:  Body Corporate—$120 000. tion within the prescribed time, the applicant may, after having given

Natural person—Division 1 fine ($60 000). the Authority 14 days notice, apply to the Environment, Resources
Category B: Division 6 fine ($4 000) and Development Court for an order setting the time in which the
o ) ' Authority must make its decision.
C.:at.egory C: Dhvision 9 fine ($i500)' . . Clause 44—Term and renewal of environmental authorisations
Expiation fees (for a breach that is not intentional or reck-an authorisation remains in force according to its terms and, subject

less): o to the terms of the authorisation, must be renewed on due applica-
Category B: Division 6 fee ($300). tion.
Category C: Division 9 fee ($100). Subclause (6) provides that the Authority may renew an

Subclause (4) provides that where a person is charged undauthorisation of its own motion, including after the expiry of the
subclause (1) with reckless or intentional contravention of aauthorisation, if itis necessary for the protection or restoration of the
mandatory provision of a policy, the court may, in the alternative environment that the holder continue to be bound by its conditions.
find the person guilty of a lesser offence that does not involve df this were not the case, a person might be released from the duty
mental element. to fulfil the conditions on an authorisation by lapse of time.
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Clause 45—Applicants may lodge proposed environmenauthorisation imposed by the Authority, must be granted a licence
improvement programs by the Authority authorising the person to use the building or
An applicant for an authorisation may, with the application for thestructure for that prescribed activity of environmental significance.
authorisation, lodge with the Authority a proposed environment Notwithstanding subclause (2), the Authority may refuse to grant
improvement program to be carried out by the applicant. A prograna licence to an unsuitable applicant and in particular, an applicant
may be lodged— with a record of environmental contraventions. If the applicant is a

- in association with an application for an exemption from body corporate, the Authority may take into account the previous

compliance with the general environmental duty or anrecords of directors of the body corporate.

exemption from a mandatory provision of an environment  Clause 49—Annual fees and returns

protection policy, in which case the application must consistWhere the term of an authorisation is greater than two years and the
of a program setting out action to be taken within specifiedauthorisation is not of a prescribed class, the holder must pay an
periods to achieve compliance with the general environmentannual fee to the Authority in relation to the authorisation and must
duty or with the mandatory provisions, as the case may belodge an annual return. The aim of this clause is to maintain adequate
or records in relation to long term authorisations and to spread the
in association with an application for the grant or renewal ofburden of fee payment over the term of the authorisation.

a licence, in which case the application may consist of a Clause 50—Transfer of environmental authorisations

program setting out action to be taken to achieve compliancdhis clause provides that the Authority has the same power to screen,
with provisions of an environment protection policy that are on the grounds of suitability, persons who might obtain an authorisa-
to come into operation on a specified future day or maytion by transfer as it has in relation to the initial grant of an authorisa-
consist of a program for the protection, restoration ortion under clause 48.

enhancement of the environment beyond standards required Clause 51—Death of person holding environmental authorisation
by or under this measure. This clause provides for the temporary transfer of an authorisation

Clause 46—Conditions to a person approved by the Authority where the holder of the
The Authority may grant an environmental authorisation subject t@uthorisation dies.
conditions contemplated in this measure or necessary or expedient _~ DIVISION 5—SPECIAL CONDITIONS
for the purposes of this measure. Imposition, revocation or variation  This Division sets out a number of specific conditions that may
of a condition must be notified in writing. be applied to environmental authorisations.

Subclause (3) provides that a condition of an authorisation may Clause 52—Conditions requiring financial assurance to secure
be imposed or varied on the granting or renewal of an authorisatiogompliance with Act o o
at any time by consent of the holder of the authorisation or where th&his clause provides that an authorisation may, where the activity
imposition of the condition is made necessary because of th#volves a significant degree of risk of environmental harm, where
contravention of this measure by the holder of the authorisation, thie holder of the authorisation has contravened this measure or in
risk of serious or material environmental harm, because of th@ther prescribed circumstances, be subject to a condition that the
making or amendment of an environment protection policy or in anyholder lodge a bond (supported by a guarantee or insurance policy)
other circumstances specified in the conditions of the authorisatio®r sum of money with the Authority to ensure that, should the holder

A condition of an environmental authorisation may be revokedcause environmental damage, there will be sufficient funds in hand
at any time. to apply towards loss suffered as a result of the damage. )

A person who contravenes a condition of an authorisation is Subclause (4) provides for a bond or pecuniary sum to be paid
guilty of an offence and is liable to a maximum penalty, in the casénto the Environment Protection Fund. On the expiry of the
of a body corporate, of a fine of $120 000 or, in the case of a naturauthorisation, the bond or sum will be returned to the holder with

person, of a division 1 fine ($60 000). interest when it is clear that there is no residual harm to be dealt with.
Clause 47—Public notice and submissions in respect of proposeq; Where the holder of an authorisation fails to satisfy the conditions
variations of conditions of discharge or repayment of the bond or pecuniary sum, the

The Authority must notify the holder of the authorisation of the Authority— .
reasons for the proposed variation and must invite the holder to make *~ May determine that the whole or part of the amount of the
written submissions within a period specified in the notice. bond or pecuniary sum is forfeited to the Environment
The Authority must also place a newspaper advertisement setting Protection Fund; o
out the reasons for the proposed variation and inviting interested * May apply from the Fund any money so forfeited in payments
persons to make written submissions in relation to the proposed ~ fOr or towards the costs or loss suffered by the Authority,a
variation. public authority or other person as a result of the failure by
Subclause (3) provides that notice of a proposed variation is not the holder of the authorisation; )
required to be given to the holder of the environmental authorisation may, in the case of a pecuniary sum, on the expiry or
if the proposed variation is made with consent of the holder or if it termination of the authorisation and when satisfied that there
constitutes the revocation of a condition. is no reasonable likelihood of any or further valid claims in

: : : ot t of costs, expenses, loss or damage incurred or
Subclause (4) provides that public notice of a proposed variation respec ’ ) .
is not required if the proposed variation does not result in any suffered as a result of the failure of the holder of the authori-

relaxation of the requirements for the protection or restoration of the Batlon, rep_:aly a?y ;ar_r:ogrt]t ?"f] thg p%cunlary sum that has not
environment imposed on the holder of the environmental authorisa: €en repaid or forieited to the Fund.

tion. Clause 53—Conditions requiring tests, monitoring or audits
Subclause (5) sets out further classes of variation in relation té condition of an authorisation may require the holder to
which notice is not required. undertake self-monitoring and to make specified reports to

Clause 48—Criteria for grant and conditions of environmentakpe Authority or to carry out an environmental audit and

authorisation - . .
This clause sets out the criteria that the Authority is to apply inCCMPliance program. The Authority may require changes to

determining applications for authorisations. be made in management practices and technical systems on

In general, subclause (1) provides that the Authority must havéhe basis of an audit and compliance program carried on by
regard to the objects of this measure, the general environmental duthye holder of the authorisatiddubclause (3) provides that
any relevant environment protection policies, the terms of anyequirements that the holder of an authorisation carry out an
relevant environmental impact statement, assessment report asdvironmental audit and compliance program may only be imposed
development authorisation under the Development Act, relevardgn the holder where the holder has contravened this measure.
environment improvement programs or performance agreements and Clause 54—Conditions requiring preparation and publication of
submissions of the public and of the holder of the authorisation. plan to deal with emergencies

Subclause (2) provides however that a person who has beehcondition of an authorisation may require the holder to assess the
granted a works approval or, on an application referred to theisk of environmental emergencies that might arise out of the
Authority in accordance with the Development Act 1993, aholder’s activities and to prepare a plan of action to be taken in the
development authorisation under that Act specifically authorising thevent of such an emergency occurring. The condition may require
construction or alteration of a building or structure for use for athe publication of the plan or an outline of the plan.
prescribed activity of environmental significance and who has Clause 55—Conditions requiring environment improvement
complied with the conditions of the works approval or developmenprogram



Wednesday 4 August 1993 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 45

The holder of an authorisation may be required to prepare anontract between the Authority and another party (which may be a
environment improvement program and to comply with such aMinister, a council or other public authority or any other person)
program as approved by the Authority. The aim of such a programinder which the party agrees to undertake environmental protection,
is to ensure orderly and progressive improvements in environmentagstoration or enhancement programs aimed at securing the objects
standards and to ensure that, when new standards are to be applagdhis measure but which the party is not required to undertake
in the mandatory provisions of a policy, holders of authorisationsunder the terms of this measure.
will be in a position to meet those standards. Under the clause, the Authority may offer incentives in the form
DIVISION 6—SUSPENSION, CANCELLATION AND of financial assistance (with the agreement of the Minister ) or
SURRENDER OF ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATIONS remission of State or council rates and taxes (with the approval of
Clause 56—Suspension or cancellation of environmentathe Treasurer or council respectively) encouraging parties to make
authorisations such agreements. Incentives may not include relief of a party from
The Authority may suspend or cancel an authorisation where ththeir duties under this measure or any other Act.
holder has ceased to undertake the activity authorised, has obtained Clause 61—Registration of environment performance agreements
the authorisation improperly, has contravened the measure oria relation to land
requirement imposed under the measure or, in cases specified here an environment performance agreement relates to land, it
regulation, has been guilty of other misconduct. The holder of armay, with the consent of all persons having an interest in the land
authorisation, or, if the holder is a body corporate, a director of thénot being parties to the agreement), be registered with the Registrar-
body corporate, may also be disqualified from holding furtherGeneral. The agreement is then binding on succeeding owners and

environmental authorisations. occupiers of the land.
Before the Authority acts under this clause, the Authority must PART 8—SPECIAL ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION
notify the holder in writing of its reasons for the proposed suspension PROVISIONS
and allow the holder at least 14 days within which to make submis- DIVISION 1—WATER QUALITY IN WATER PROTECTION
sions in relation to the proposed suspension. AREAS
Clause 57—Surrender of environmental authorisations This Division provides for the coordinated operation of this

An authorisation may only be surrendered with the approval of theneasure and the Water Resources Act.

Authority. On application for such a surrender, the Authority may  Clause 62—Interpretation

apply further conditions necessary for the protection or restoratioff his clause defines the term ‘water protection area’ to mean a water
of the environment and, in such a case, will approve the surrendgrotection area for the purposes of Part V of the Water Resources

on the fulfilment of those conditions. Act 1990 and defines ‘Water Resources Minister’ to means the
DIVISION 7—CRITERIA FOR DECISIONS OF AUTHORITY  Minister administering that Act.
IN RELATION TO DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS Clause 63—Authorised officers under Water Resources Act
Clause 58—Ceriteria for decisions of Authority in relating to This clause deems authorised officers under the Water Resources Act
development applications to be authorised officers for the purposes of this measure, subject to

This clause provides that where the Authority is considering a matteginy conditions placed on their powers by the Authority with the
referred to it under the Development Act, it must have regard to andpproval of the Minister and the Water Resources Minister.

seek to further the objects set out in this measure, and have regard Clause 64—Water Resources Minister may exercise Authority’s
to the general environmental duty and any relevant environmergnforcement powers

protection policies. The Water Resources Minister may exercise the enforcement powers
PART 7—VOLUNTARY AUDITS AND ENVIRONMENTAL of the Authority for the protection of water quality within a water
PERFORMANCE AGREEMENTS protection area.
Clause 59—Protection for information produced in voluntary  Clause 65—Certain matters to be referred to Water Resources
environmental audits Minister

This clause provides that a person may apply to the Authority imApplications for environmental authorisations in respect of activities
advance for protection against the seizure or use in evidence agairtetbe undertaken in a water protection area must be referred to the
the person of certain documents to be produced in the process Water Resources Minister. Regulations may be made specifying the

undertaking a voluntary environmental audit. weight that is to be given to the Water Resources Minister's response
Subclause (3) provides that the Authority may, in its discretion by the Authority.
issue to an applicant for such protection a determination conferring DIVISION 2—BEVERAGE CONTAINERS

the protection of this clause in respect of a report of the results of the  This Division reproduces in simplified form the controls on
audit program but subject to such conditions as the Authority think&everage containers currently contained in the Beverage Container
fit, which may include— Act 1975.
- conditions limiting the kinds of information that may be Clause 66—Interpretation
included in the report; This clause defines a number of terms. ‘Category A’ and ‘category
conditions requiring that the report be compiled and kept inB’ containers are defined as containers approved by the Authority
a specified manner and form; as category A and category B containers respectively. Category A
conditions requiring the person to lodge with the Authority containers are to be returnable at point of sale whereas category B
evidence (supported, if the Authority so requires, by statutorycontainers are to be returnable at collection depots.
declaration) as to the time of completion of the audit program  Clause 67—Division not to apply to certain containers
and as to the compilation and keeping of the report. As is currently the case under the Beverage Container Act, glass
Subclause (4) provides that information that is approved asvine and spirit bottles will not come under the ambit of the measure,
attracting the privilege is not admissible in evidence against thalthough glass bottles containing wine-based beverages, or the new
person in any proceedings under this measure and that it may not bealogously defined class of spirit-based beverages, will be covered.
seized or obtained for the purposes of the administration or Clause 68—Exemption of certain containers by regulation
enforcement of this measure. Classes of containers may be exempted from this Division or
Subclause (5) creates an offence of knowingly claiming thespecified provisions of this Division by regulation.
protection of this clause in relation to information to which the  Clause 69—Approvals, markings, etc., required before sale or
protection does not apply. A maximum penalty of a division 2 finesupply of beverages in containers
($40 000) applies on breach. Aretailer is prohibited from selling a beverage in a container unless
Finally, the clause makes it clear that the provision for protectiorit has been approved as a category A or B container or both and has
of voluntary audit results does not limit or derogate from a person’veen marked in the appropriate manner and, in the case of a category
obligation to report the results of tests or monitoring, or the result® container, unless the beverage is sold from within a collection area
of an environmental audit and compliance program, as required bgnd the appropriate sign is displayed on the premises (if required).
conditions of an environmental authorisation or the obligation of 82 maximum penalty of a division 7 fine ($2 000) a division 7
person to report an incident causing or threatening serious or materiekpiation fee ($200) applies on breach.
environmental harm. A person who supplies a retailer or consumer with containers that
Clause 60—Environment performance agreements do not satisfy the requirements of this clause as to marking and
Clause 60 provides that the Authority may, with the prior approvalapproval as category A or category B containers will be liable to a
of the Minister, enter into environment performance agreements wittaximum penalty of a division 6 fine ($4 000) or to a division 6
any person. An environment performance agreement is a bindingxpiation fee ($300).
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Subclause (4) provides for proof of the fact that premises werdails to comply with this provision is subject to a maximum penalty,
not within a collection district. in relation to a body corporate, of a division 1 fine ($60 000) or, in
Clause 70—Grant, variation or revocation of approvals relation to a natural person, of a division 3 fine ($30 000).
This clause sets out the means by which approvals to be are applied Clause 79—Requirement for grant of exemptions in certain cases
for and granted. Under the Beverage Container Act approvals aihere a person applies for an exemption under Part 6 from a
granted by the Minister. Under the proposed new regime, approvalsrovision of this Division, the exemption granted to the applicant by
are to be granted by the Authority and notified in Gazette the Authority must be consistent with the terms of any licence or
Subclause (1) provides that applications are to be made in a for@xemption held by that person under the Commonwealth Ozone
approved by the Authority and accompanied by the prescribed fe@rotection Act 1989.
Subclause (3) provides that the Authority may refuse to approve PART 9—GENERAL OFFENCES
a container unless it is satisfied that proper arrangements have been clause 80—Offences of causing serious environmental harm
made to ensure that containers of that class will be returned andjayse 80 contains the general offences of causing serious environ-
recycled or properly disposed of. The Authority must give reasongnental harm. These offences are the most serious under the measure
for refusal to approve a container. and this is reflected in the maximum applicable penalty of a fine of
Subclause (6) provides that conditions of an approval may b&1 000 000.
amended by notice in tfBazetteand subclause (8) provides thatan = e term ‘serious environmental harn’ is defined in clause 5 as

approval may be revoked if the approval has been contravened. meaning actual or potential harm to the environment or to the health
Clause 71—Retailers to pay refund amounts for certain empty; safety of human beings which is of a high impact or on a wide
category A containers

" . ) scale or which results in actual or potential loss or property damage
A retailer who sells beverages in a particular class of category Ayt an amount exceeding $50 000.

containers must accept the return of clean used containers of that |, orger to prove the most serious offence, the prosecution will
class and must pay the appropriate refund. A maximum of a divisioR e to prove that serious environmental harm has been caused, that
7 fine ($2 000) or a division 7 expiation fee ($200) applies on breachy,q o|iuting act was committed intentionally or recklessly and that
Subclause (3) makes provision as to proof of the fact that ghe perpetrator knew that this pollution would or might result in
retailer sells beverages in a container of a particular class. _serious environmental harm. The maximum penalty for this offence
Clause 72—Collection depots to pay refund amounts for certaif 3 fine of $1 000 000 in the case of a body corporate or, in the case
empty category B containers . of a natural person, a fine of $250 000 or division 4 imprisonment
A person operating or in charge of a collection depot must accepy years).
and pay the appropriate refund in respect of, clean used category B “a jesser offence requires the Authority to prove serious environ-
ntal harm but does not require proof of any mental element on the
art of the offender. The maximum penalty in relation to this offence
Is, in the case of a body corporate, a fine of $250 000 and, in the case
of a natural person, a fine of $120 000.
The provisions of clause 125 (which includes a general defence
non-negligence) should be noted in relation to this and all other
offences under this measure. The defence under clause 85 also
bé{bplies to the offences under this Part.
Subclause (3) provides that a court may find a person guilty of
lesser offence that does not involve a mental element despite the

of a division 7 fine ($2 000) or a division 7 expiation fee ($200)
applies on breach.
Clause 73—Certain containers prohibited
Ring pull containers are to be prohibited as is currently the casg;
under the Beverage Container Act.
Specified glass containers may be also be prescribed as prohi
ed as is currently the case under the Beverage Container Act.
A retailer must not sell a beverage in a prohibited container. A,

maximum penalty of a division 7 fine ($2 000) a division 7 expiation 5t that the person has been charged with the offence involving the
fee ($200) applies on breach. ‘mental element.

A person who supplies a retailer or consumer with a beverage in Clause 81—Offences of causing material environmental harm

a prohibited container will be liable to a maximum penalty of a - - .
i g Py ot Clause 81 creates offences of causing material environmental harm
division 6 fine ($4 000) or to a division 6 expiation fee ($300). which are parallel to the offences created in clause 80. Clause 5

Clause 74—Evidentiary provision h ; - .
Clause 74 provides that an allegation in a complaint that a specifie%‘rovIdes that material environmental harm has occurred ift—

liquid was a beverage or that a specified container was a glass =~ &" en\(ijronmelnt_al nuisance occurs that is of a high impact or

container, is, in the absence of proof to the contrary, proof of the on a wide scale, or o .

matter so alleged. - environmental harm occurs resulting in actual or potential

DIVISION 3—OZONE PROTECTION loss or damage to property of an amount exceeding $5 000;

This Division replaces the ozone protection provisions of the or . .

Clean Air Act 1984 without making any changes of substance tothe * the environmental harm that occurs involves actual or

regime established under that Act. potential harm to the environment or to human health that is
Clause 75—Interpretation not trivial.

This clause defines a number of terms for the purposes of the While penalties for the offence of causing material environmental
Division. ‘Prescribed substance’ is defined to mean a substandtarm are less than those in relation to serious environmental harm,

referred to in schedule 1 of the Commonwealth Ozone Protection Adfey are still significant. A body corporate that knowingly causes
1989 or a substance prescribed by regulation. such harm it is liable to a maximum fine of $250 000. A natural

Clause 76—Prohibition of manufacture, use, etc., of prescribegefson in the same situation will be liable to a maximum fine of
substances o 120 000 or to division 5 imprisonment (2 years). Where no mental
A person must not manufacture, store, sell, use, service or dispo§€ment is proven, a body corporate will be liable to a maximum fine
of or allow the escape of a prescribed substance, or a produ®f $120 000 and a natural person to a maximum penalty of a division
containing a prescribed substance, unless permitted to do so undefine ($60 000). _ _ _

the regulations or an exemption under Part 6 of this measure, subject Subclause (3) provides that a court may find a person guilty of
to a maximum penalty, in relation to a body corporate, of a divisionthe lesser offence not involving a mental element despite the fact that
1 fine ($60 000) or, in relation to a natural person, of a division 3 findhe person has been charged with the offence involving the mental

($30 000). element. S
Clause 77—Authority may prohibit sale or use of certain  Clause 82—Alternative finding _
products If a person is charged with causing serious environmental harm and

The Authority may, by notice in th8azetteprohibit the sale oruse the court is satisfied only that the person caused material environ-
in the State of products manufactured inside or outside the Stat@ental harm, the court may proceed to find the defendant guilty of
using a prescribed substance. A person who fails to comply witlihe latter offence without new proceedings being brought.
such a notice is subject to a maximum penalty, in relation to abody Clause 83—Offence of causing environmental nuisance
corporate, of a division 1 fine ($60 000) or, in relation to a naturalClause 83 provides that where it is proved that a person caused an
person, of a division 3 fine ($30 000). environmental nuisance (note definition in clause 3) by polluting the
Clause 78—Labelling of certain products environment intentionally or recklessly and the person knows that
This clause allows the making of regulations prescribing labellingsuch pollution will or might cause an environmental nuisance, the
for certain products and provides that the manufacturer of sucperson will be guilty of an offence punishable by a maximum penalty
products must not sell them without that labelling. A person whoof a division 3 fine ($30 000).
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Examples of such conduct would be the intentional dumping of - power to give directions in connection with the exercise of
waste or emission of noise or odour despite the knowledge that it is these powers or the administration or enforcement of this
or might be upsetting residents or others in the vicinity. measure.

It will later be seen that environmental nuisances will be dealt It should be noted that subclause (2) provides that the powers of
with largely by the issue of environment protection orders. entry under this clause (as opposed to entry with a warrant obtained

Clause 84—Notification of incidents causing or threateningunder clause 89) may only be exercised in respect of business
serious or material environmental harm premises during business hours or where the authorised officer has

Where an incident occurs arising from a person’s activity and thaa reasonable suspicion that a contravention of this measure has been,
incident causes or creates a risk of serious or material environmentalbeing or is about to be committed or that evidence of a contraven-
harm resulting from pollution, the person must notify the Authority tion may be found on the premises.

unless the person has a reasonable excuse for not doing so (defined Subclause (3) provides that a person is entitled to be assisted by
in subclause (2)). Failure to so notify the Authority renders a bodyan interpreter if they are not reasonably fluent in English.

corporate liable to a maximum penalty of a fine of $120 000 or, in  Clause 89—Issue of warrants

the case of a natural person, a division 1 fine ($60 000). Ajustice may issue an authorised officer with a warrant authorising

Subclause (2) provides that a person is not required to notify théhe authorised officer to use reasonable force to break into a place
Authority of such an incident if the person has reason to believe thair vehicle if satisfied that there are reasonable grounds to believe that
the incident has already come to the notice of the Authority, but & contravention of this measure has been, is being or is about to be
person is required to notify the Authority of such an incident despiteeommitted or that evidence of a contravention may be found on the
the fact that to do so might incriminate the person or make the persgmremises. The grounds of an application for a warrant must be
liable to a penalty. verified by affidavit.

Information given by a person under this clause is not admissible Subclause (4) provides that an application for the issue of a
in evidence against the person in any proceedings (other thamarrant may be made by telephone where it is urgently required and
proceedings in relation to the making of a false statement under thibere is insufficient time to make the application personally.
clause). Clause 90—Provisions relating to seizure

Clause 85—Defence where alleged contravention of Part This clause makes provisions in relation to a seizure order issued by
Clause 85 provides that it will be a defence in any civil or criminal an authorised officer pursuant to clause 88(1)(i).
proceedings where it is alleged that a person contravened this Part Subclause (1) provides that such an order must be in writing.
that— Subclause (2) provides that a person must not without the

the pollution concerned was dealt with in a mandatorypermission of the Authority remove or interfere with anything that
provision of a policy or in an environmental authorisation andis the subject of a current seizure order. A person who does so is
did not exceed the limits specified in relation to that pollution liable to a maximum penalty of a division 6 fine ($4 000).

in the policy or authorisation. Subclause (3) provides that a court may order the forfeiture of
an environment protection policy or an environmentalseized property where the property was seized in relation to
authorisation stated that compliance with the policy orproceedings for an offence and the defendant is found guilty of that
authorisation would constitute compliance with the duty in offence. If proceedings are not instituted within 6 months, the
relation to the pollution concerned and the person compliediefendant is found to be not guilty of the offence or the defendant
with that policy or authorisation. is found guilty but the court makes no order for forfeiture, the person
the pollution resulted in harm only to the person or themay recover the property, or its value, from the Authority and the
person’s own property or to another person or the propertyseizure order is discharged.

of another person with that other person’s consent. Clause 91—Offence to hinder, etc., authorised officers
PART 10—ENFORCEMENT Clause 91 creates an offence of hindering, insulting or threatening
DIVISION 1—AUTHORISED OFFICERS AND THEIR an authorised officer,failing to comply with a direction of an
POWERS authorised officer, failing to answer an officer’s questions or of
Clause 86—Appointment of authorised officers impersonating an officer. A person committing this offence is liable

Authorised officers have duties including the carrying out ofto a maximum penalty of a division 5 fine ($8 000) or division 5
investigatory functions under this measure and, in certain circumimprisonment (2 years).
stances, of preventing or making good environmental harm. Clause 92—Self-incrimination

Authorised officers may be appointed by the Authority. MembersA person is not excused from answering a question or producing, or
of the police force arex officioauthorised officers and councils providing a copy of, a document or information as required under
may, in consultation with the Authority, appoint employees to bethis Division on the ground that to do so might tend to incriminate
authorised officers. The powers of authorised officers may be limitedhe person but where such compliance would tend to incriminate the
by condition of their appointment and the powers of authorisegerson, the answer to the question, or the fact of the production of
officers who are appointed by councils may also be limited bya document by the person, is not admissible in evidence against the
regulation. person.

Clause 87—Identification of authorised officers Clause 93—Offences by authorised officers, etc.
Authorised officers (other than police officers) must be issued withAn authorised officer is guilty of an offence if he or she addresses
identity cards and all officers (other than uniformed police officers)offensive language to a person or, without lawful authority, obstructs
must produce evidence of their authority on request. Where ther uses force against a person. The authorised officer is liable on
powers of an authorised officer have been limited by the conditionbreach to a maximum penalty of a division 6 fine ($4 000).
of appointment of the officer, the identity card issued to the DIVISION 2—ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION ORDERS
authorised officer must contain a statement of the limitation on the Clause 94—Environment protection orders

officer’s powers. The Authority may issue environment protection orders for the
Clause 88—Powers of authorised officers purpose of securing compliance with the general environmental duty,

Clause 88 sets out the powers of authorised officers. These powemsandatory provisions of an environment protection policy, a

mclude— condition of an environmental authorisation, a condition of a

power to enter and inspect places or vehicles, to stop vehicldseverage container approval or any other requirement imposed by
and, in emergencies or on the obtaining ofawarrant to breakr under this measure or for the purpose of giving effect to an
into a place or vehicle; environment protection policy.

power to take samples for analysis; Environment protection orders must be in writing and may
power to require the production of documents or |nformat|onreqU|re that a person—

and to take copies of such documents or information; discontinue, or not commence, a specified activity indefinite-
power to examine or test plant, equipment or vehicles to ly or for a specified period or until further notice from the
determine if this measure has been complied with; Authority;

power to seize, or issue a seizure order in relation to, anything - not carry on a specified activity except at specified times or
used in, or constituting evidence of, a contravention of this subject to specified conditions;

measure; take specified action within a speC|f|ed period.

power to require a person’s hame and address and proof Where serious or material environmental harm is occurring or is
thereof; threatened, an authorised officer may issue an emergency environ-
power to require a person to answer questions; ment protection order (including an oral order). An emergency order
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will expire after 72 hours unless confirmed by a written order issue@&nvironmental law, the Authority may issue a clean-up order to the
by the Authority. person requiring the person to take specified action within a specified

The Authority or an authorised officer may include in an period to make good any environmental damage resulting from the
emergency or other environment protection order a requirement thabntravention.

a person undertake an act or omission that would otherwise A clean-up order may include requirements for action to be taken
constitute a contravention of this measure and, in that event, a persamprevent or mitigate further environmental harm or requirements
incurs no criminal liability under this measure for compliance with for monitoring and reporting to the Authority the effectiveness of
the requirement. action taken in pursuance of the order.

Where an environment protection order is issued to secure An authorised officer may, if satisfied that a person has caused
compliance with a provision of this measure in relation to which aenvironmental harm by a contravention of this measure or a repealed
penalty applies (for example, a mandatory provision of an environenvironmental law and of the opinion that urgent action is required,
ment protection policy), failure to comply with the order is punish- issue an emergency clean-up order and may issue such an order
able by that penalty (and, if the offence is expiable, breach of therally. However, an emergency clean-up order will cease to have
order is expiable by payment of that expiation fee). If an order iseffect on the expiration of 72 hours from the time of its issuing
issued to secure compliance with the general environmental duty @mless confirmed by a written clean-up order issued by the Authority
to give effect to a non-mandatory provision of an environmentand served on the person.
protection policy, the maximum penalty on non-compliance withthe  The Authority or an authorised officer may include in an
order is a division 9 fine ($500) or a division 9 expiation fee ($100)emergency or other clean-up order a requirement that a person
in relation to a domestic activity. Domestic environmental nuisancegindertake an act or omission that might otherwise constitute a
will fall into this category. In any other case, the maximum penaltycontravention of this measure and, in that case, a person incurs no
is a division 6 fine ($4 000) or a division 6 expiation fee ($300). ~criminal liability under this measure for compliance with the

Clause 95—Registration of environment protection orders irrequirement.
relationto land ) ) The maximum penalty on failure to comply with a clean-up order
This clause provides that the Authority may cause an environmens i the offender is a body corporate, a fine of $120 000 and, if the
protection order to be registered in relation to any land on which thgffender is a natural person, a division 1 fine ($60 000).
activity that the order concerns is carried on orin relation to any land * cjyse 101—Clean-up authorisations
owned by the person to whom the order was issued. Once registergdo o 4 of or in addition to ordering a person in contravention to

an environment protection order issued in relation to an activi | ; ) :
: P - - Jclean up environmental damage, the Authority may issue a clean-up
f:{irrlﬁg gfntﬁg '.2?,?1 is binding on each owner and occupier from tlm%uthorisation under which authorised officers or other persons
. . authorised by the Authority for the purpose may take specified action
The Authority must apply to the Registrar-General for cancellayy’ o ke good resulting environmental damage
tion of the registration of an environment protection order in relation : : .
to land on revocation of the order, on full compliance with the utﬁcl)?ig?a%o%g?r:ggggrgr?gllc’;ndc’f clean-up orders or clean-up
requirements of the order or, where the Authority takes action und ; . . .
this Division to carry out the requirements of the order, on paymenj N Authority may cause a clean-up order to be registered in relation

to the Authority of the amount recoverable by the Authority undert© 1and owned by the person to whom the order was issued or, if the
this Division in relation to the action so taken. order was issued to a person requiring action to be taken in relation

Clause 96—Action on non-compliance with environment {0 1and owned or occupied by the person, in relation to that land.
protection order A clean-up authorisation may be registered in relation to land

If the requirements of an environment protection order are no?r‘]’énaegﬂ?grg:ﬂ%%rson whose contravention gave rise to the issue of

complied with, the Authority may take the action itself or authorise h .
the necessary action to be taken and the Authority may recover the When registered, a clean-up order that was issued to a person
reasonable costs of taking that action from the person who failed tEﬁqufmg action to be taken in relation to land owned or occupied by
comply with the requirements of the order. the person is binding on each owner and occupier from time to time
The Authority may give notice to the person to pay an amoun®f the land and operates as the basis for a charge on the land securing
owed and, if the person fails to pay that amount, the person is liablB&yment to the Authority of costs and expenses incurred in the event
to pay interest on the debt at the prescribed rate and the debt is%4non-compliance with requirements of the order. o
charge over any land owned by the person in relation to which the Other registered clean-up orders and clean-up authorisations
order is registered. That charge has priority over— operate as the basis for a charge on the land securing payment to the
- any prior charge on the land (whether or not registered) thaftuthority of costs and expenses incurred in taking action in
operates in favour of a person who is an associate (as defineBjirsuance of the order or authorisation. S
of the owner of the land; and The Authority must apply for cancellation of the registration of
any other charge on the land other than a charge registeretfders and authorisations on their revocation, on any money
prior to the registration of the environment protection orderoutstanding in relation to the order or authorisation being paid or, in

in relation to the land. the case of an order requiring action to be taken, on compliance with
DIVISION 3—POWER TO REQUIRE OR OBTAIN its terms. ) ) )
INFORMATION Clause 103—Action on non-compliance with clean-up order
Clause 97—Information discovery orders If the requirements of a clean-up order are not complied with, the

The Authority may by written notice require any person to provideAuthority may take any action required by the order through the
it with information, including documents, that it requires for the agency of authorised officers or other persons authorised by the
enforcement of this measure and a person must comply with such&uthority for the purpose.
request. Failure to provide requested information will render the Clause 104—Recovery of costs and expenses incurred by
person liable to a maximum penalty of a division 5 fine ($8 000). Authority

Clause 98—Obtaining of information on non-compliance with The Authority may recover the reasonable costs and expenses
order or condition of environmental authorisation incurred by the Authority in taking action on non-compliance with

If a person fails to give information required by an information the requirements of a clean-up order, or in taking action in pursuance
discovery order under clause 97 or by a condition of an authorisatiomf a clean-up authorisation, as a debt from the person who failed to
the Authority may take action reasonably required to obtain theomply with those requirements, or from the person whose
information and may charge the person for any costs incurred.  contravention gave rise to the issuing of the authorisation, as the case

Clause 99—Admissibility in evidence of information may be.
This clause makes provision in relation to self-incrimination in  The Authority may give notice to the person to pay the amount
relation to a requirement to furnish information arising from anowed and, if the person fails to pay that amount, he or she is liable
information discovery order or the conditions of a licence similar toto pay interest on the debt at the prescribed rate and the debt is a

the provisions of clause 92. charge on land owned by the person in relation to which the clean-up
DIVISION 4—ACTION TO DEAL WITH ENVIRONMENTAL order or clean-up authorisation is registered. That charge has priority
HARM over—
Clause 100—Clean-up orders - any prior charge on the land (whether or not registered) that
Where the Authority is satisfied that a person has caused environ- operates in favour of a person who is an associate (as defined)

mental harm by a contravention of this measure or a repealed of the owner of the land; and
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any other charge on the land other than a charge registeredn hearing an appeal, the Environment, Resources and Development
prior to the registration of the clean-up order or clean-upCourt may confirm, vary or reverse a decision, may direct such

authorisation in relation to the land. action as the Court thinks fit to be taken or refrained from, and may
PART 11—CIVIL REMEDIES make any consequential or ancillary order or direction, or impose
Clause 105—Civil remedies any condition, that it considers necessary or expedient.
Clause 105 provides that applications for orders of an injunctive PART 14—PUBLIC REGISTER

nature may be made to the Environment, Resources and Develop- Clause 110—Public register o B o
ment Court. The Court may also make orders for damages (includinghe Authority must keep a register containing specified details in
exemplary damages) or to enforce the terms of an environmetiglation to environmental authorisations and other matters set outin

performance agreement. subclause (3) including records of environmental incidents,
Subclauses (4) and (5) limit the Court’s power to make award&nvironment protection and clean-up orders and of enforcement
of exemplary damages. actions. The register allows members of the public access to

Subclause (7) provides that an application for orders under thitnformation in relation to significant environmental activities being
clause may be made by the Authority or by any person who wouldUndertaken in the State.
apart from this measure, have standing to pursue a similar remedy. PART 15—MISCELLANEOUS
Where action is taken by a member of the public, the Authority must. Clause 111—Constitution of Environment, Resources and
be served with a copy of the application and may join as a party t&?€velopment Court

the proceedings. This clause provides that the Court may, when exercising jurisdiction
Subclause (9) provides that representative applications may der this measure, be constituted in the manner set out in the
made for civil remedies. nvironment, Resources and Development Court Act or may, on the

Subclause (13) provides that the Court may make interim orderdétermination of the presiding member of the Court, be constituted
(including orders madex partd pending the final determination of PY one Judge and one specially designated commissioner.

a matter. Clause 112—Annual reports by Authority )

Subclause (14) provides that an order made by the CourfN®Authority muston or before each 30 September deliver a report
requiring the respondent to take action to make good environments e M;.”'Ster. (Im the %dmlnlstratlon of this ;.neasque over the
damage or to prevent or mitigate further environmental harm ma Fer\:IOUS inancial year. T ereport(rjnus(tjcontam Inancia Sé@tements
be dealt with under Division 4 of Part 10 (registration of orders, the>f ("€ En\ﬂronmﬁnt .Prcl))teciglon Fund an hmuspspeufy any Il;lecnl‘?ns
taking of action by the Authority on non-compliance with an order3/Ven to the '?1“" ority %’t eI_Mmlster. The Minister must table the
and recovery of costs and expenses). e aise 113 State of environment reports

Subclause (16) provides that the Court may order an applicant, . . )
to provide SeCL(Jrit))/ ?or the payment of costs th};t may be a’\:)/\Parde his clause places the duty on the Authority to prepare at least once
against the applicant if the application is subsequently dismissed %vetrybf;vg %e?r? abr et%o'[} on the s%tle;terlci)fmenetnvwonment which is
for the payment of any amount that may be awarded against th gl a ellg OV?/ Ot q Ou?‘fs or Farliament.
applicant under subclause (17). The h?)lljdseer of ali_cenacse?o g(?r?du?:}l?’; waste depot (as described in Part

Subclause (17) provides that if, on an application under thi ; L
clause aIIeginé a) cpontravention of this me?agure or a repealdg Of Schedule 1) must pay a prescribed levy to the Authority in

environmental law, the Court s satisfied that the respondent has n sggrc_:ifjgfd\:‘\garsttr?ereﬁsi\gescéstoghsigggﬂts.eD(iIf)erential levies may be
contravened this measure or a repealed environment law and that t Where the holdgr oasuch alicence fails to bay alevy as required
respondent suffered loss or damage as a result of the actions of th . : SO Ryl .
applicant and the Court is satisfied that in the circumstances it i ﬁijder titns clallise, th%ﬁﬁth%”t]}’ mltay' b&/tnotlce ”t" V‘;rr']t'n% rt%qu_ltre me
appropriate to make an order under this provision, the Court ma{}9!9€" to ma ‘?bg?jo € ce ?tu fand fo F?f‘)k? e . UI c(i)'n y the
require the applicant to pay to the respondent an amount (in additi noaultr;/ ?(;(resggfailt)a?) :yg%?: gy oar p%raslé)ri ung\g (tlrr:|cs UCQL?SZn{Q,
to any award of costs), determined by the Court, to compensate t ; ) .
respgndent for the Iogs or damage sﬁﬁered by the respcpJndent. récoverable by the Authority as a debt due to the Authority and is,

until paid, a charge on any land owned by the person.
C|auZ§ngeIiErﬁgﬂr§§ri5§%oﬁg ;:?O%EISATIONS Clause 115—Waste facilities operated by Authority

. . . e . . The Authority may, with the approval of the Minister and subject to
This clause provides that in a situation where it is necessary in ordef,ch conditions as the Minister may impose, collect, store, treat and
to protecrt1 life, thﬁ er;]wror_lmebnt or property that ? ﬁ_erson act In gispose of domestic and rural waste chemicals and containers. The
manner that would otherwise be in contravention of this measure argihority does not require a licence or other authorisation under any
itis not practicable in the circumstances for the person to obtain aginer provisions of this measure in order to carry on such operations
environmental authorisation in the normal manner, the Authority, 4 compliance with the conditions of the Minister's approval
may grant the person an emergency environmental authorisatiqystitutes compliance with this measure.

(which may be issued subject to conditions). A person incurs N0~ ~|ause 116—Delegations

ﬁ::?&?:&ggbimy in respect of an act or omission authorised underc) se 116 provides that the Authority may, in writing, delegate any
’ of its powers under this measure. A delegation may be conditional
PART 13—APPEALS TO COURT and is revocable at will by the Authority.

Clause 107—Appeals to Court _ Clause 117—Waiver or refund of fees and payment by instal-
Clause 107 makes provision for appeals to the Environmengnents
Resources and Development Court. Applicants for, or holders offhe Authority may, in cases of a kind approved by the Minister,
works approvals or licences have broad appeal rlght_s conferred undggive the payment of, or refund, the whole or part of any fees
subclause (1). Such an appeal must be lodged within 2 months of thfayable to the Authority and may allow the payment of such fees by
making of the decision appealed against. instalments.

A person to whom an environment protection order, information  Clause 118—Notices, orders or other documents issued by
discovery order or clean-up order has been issued by the AuthoritXuthority or authorised officers
or an authorised officer may also appeal to the Court against thehis clause sets out the formal requirements for the issuing or
order or any variation of the order. Such an appeal must be lodgegkecution of documents by the Authority or authorised officers.
within 14 days of the issue or variation of the order. Clause 119—Service
_ Subclause (4) provides that the Court may extend the time limitgyhere the Authority is required or authorised to personally serve a
fixed for the lodging of an appeal. _ o person with a notice or other document, it may serve the person by
Clause 108—Operation and implementation of decisions or ordergelivering it personally to the person or their agent, by leaving it at
subject to appeal the person’s residence or place of business with a person apparently

Pending the determination of an appeal, a decision of th@ver the age of 16 or by posting it to the person or the person’s agent
Authority that is subject to review continues to operate, but theat his or her last known place of residence or business.
Environment, Resources and Development Court may stay the Subclause (2) provides that where the holder of an authorisation
operation of the decision, having taken into account the possiblaas supplied an address or facsimile number to the Authority, the
environmental consequences of such a stay and the need to secivgthority may serve the person at that address or via that facsimile
the effectiveness of the appeal proceedings. number. Companies may be served in accordance with the provisions

Clause 109—Powers of Court on determination of appeals of the Corporations Law.



50 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 4 August 1993

Clause 120—False or misleading information Clause 127 provides that unless a mental element is set out in the
This clause creates an offence of making a false or misleading‘gﬁrms of an offence established under this measure, it will be taken
statement in furnishing information or keeping a record under thighat the offence entails no mental element.
measure. The offence is punishable by a maximum penalty of a Clause 128—Imputation in criminal proceedings of conduct or
division 5 fine ($8 000). state of mind of officer, employee, etc.

Clause 121—Statutory declarations Clause 128 imputes to a body corporate or other person the state of

Where a person is required under this measure to furnish informatiomind of an officer, employee, or agent of a body corporate, or
to the Authority, the Authority may require that the information be €Mployee or agent of a natural person, as the case may be, when that
verified by statutory declaration and, in that event, the person wilPfficer, employee or agent acts within his or her actual, usual or
not be taken to have furnished the information as required unless @stensible authority.

has been verified in accordance with the requirements of the Subclause (2) provides that where a natural person is convicted
Authority. of an offence only as a result of this clause, the person is not liable

Clause 122—Confidentiality to imprisonment in relation to that offence.

This clause prevents any person from divulging any information_ Clause 129—Statement of officer evidence against body

gained in the administration of this measure relating to trad&°rPorate . .

processes or financial matters except as authorised under thidiS clause provides that a statement made by an officer of the body

measure, by consent of the person from whom the information wa0"Porate is admissible as evidence against the body corporate in

obtained, for administration or enforcement purposes or for th@roceedings for an offence committed against this measure by a body

purpose of legal proceedings arising out of the administration ofOrPorate. L )

enforcement of this measure. This offence is punishable with a Clause 130—Criminal liability of officers of body corporate

maximum penalty of a division 5 fine ($8 000). This clause provides that, subject to the general defence, where a
Clause 123—Immunity from personal liability body corporate is convicted of an offence under this measure, an

The liability that might otherwise be personally incurred by aofficer of the body corporate is guilty of an offence and is liable to

: : : he penalty (other than a sentence of imprisonment) that could have
member of the Authority, an authorised officer or any other perso : h : o
engaged in the administration of this measure in the honest exerci deg 'Thpé)ggg oggrng';;trgl person in relation to the offence commit
or purported exercise of a power, function or duty under this measu y y corp )

instead attaches to the Crown, or, where the person is an coungj| Under subclause (3), an officer of a body corporate who
officer, the council. nowingly promoted or acquiesced in the commission of an offence

Clause 124—Continuing offences '?c}/ tttt:gtbggg:é)éporate is guilty of, and may be imprisoned in relation
This clause provides for continuing offences and allows a further ' Clause 131.—Reports in respect of alleged contraventions

ﬁgﬂ%ﬁ;g%ﬁgﬂ:ﬂ%ﬁ 82rgl‘ti;gég?ig;fﬁgcgnzor\‘/\t,ir?géséeggégﬁ ﬁan%here a person reports to the Authority an alleged contravention of

: ' g is measure, the Authority must, at the request of the person, advise
already been found guilty of an offence, allows for the conviction ofyae erson as soon as p¥acticab|e of thce] action (if gny) taken or
the person for a further offence and an additional penalty equal t

! . ; roposed to be taken by the Authority in respect of the allegation.
\?V?]?J;]ﬂagfot?fgr?’ézxgg#tmSggllcable penalty for each furtherdayorﬂ Clause 132—Commencement of proceedings for summary

- offences
Clause 125—General criminal defence . Subclause (1) provides that summary proceedings under this
Clause 125 sets out a number of important principles which argyeasure may be commenced only by an authorised officer.
generally applicable to the offences contained in this measure.  proceedings in relation to a summary offence must be com-
Subclause (1) provides a general defence of ‘non-negligence’ ibenced within three years of the date of the alleged commission of
relation to charges under this measure. The defence is that thge offence but may, with the consent of the Attorney-General, be
alleged offence did not result from any failure on the defendant's pattommenced at any later time within 10 years of the date of the
to take all reasonable and practicable measures to prevent tBleged commission of the offence.
commission of the same or similar offences. . _ Where the authorised officer commencing proceedings is a
Subclause (2) provides that the defence of non-negligence witouncil officer, any penalty imposed in relation to the offence is
be available to a defendant where the defendant’s culpable actigiayable to the council.
was Comm|tted fOI’ the purpose Of pI’Otectlng I|fe, the enVirOnmen Clause 133_Offences and Environment’ Resources and
or property in a situation of emergency and where the defendant wasevelopment Court
not guilty of any failure to take all reasonable and practicablerhis clause provides that the Environment, Resources and Develop-
measures to prevent or deal with such an emergency. ment Court may, in its criminal jurisdiction, hear criminal proceed-
Subclause (3) deals with the situation where a body corporate ghgs in relation to offences constituted by this measure.
employer seeks to establish the defence of non-negligence provided” clause 134—Orders by court against offenders
in subclause (1) by showing that it had adequate systems and A court may, incidental to criminal proceedings under this
procedures in place to prevent the occurrence of such offences. Taeasure, order a person who has caused harm to the environment by
establish such a defence, the defendant must also prove— a contravention of this measure to take action to make good that
- that proper systems and procedures were in place whereliyarm and any further resulting harm, to carry out any other project
any such contravention or risk of such contravention of thistg enhance the environment, to publicise their contravention of this
measure that came to the knowledge of a person at any levgheasure and its consequences, to reimburse a public authority for
of the organisation was required to be promptly reported tazosts incurred by it in mitigating environmental harm or to pay a
the governing body of the body corporate or to the employerperson damages for loss or expenses incurred by the person as a
or to a person or group with the right to report to the govern-result of that harm.
ing body or to the employer; and Clause 135—Appointment of analysts
that the governing body of the body corporate or the employ-The Authority may, with the approval of the Minister, appoint
er actively and effectively promoted and enforced complianceanalysts for the purposes of this measure.

with this measure and with all such systems and procedures Clause 136—Recovery of technical costs associated with
within all relevant areas of the work force. prosecutions
Subclause (4) provides that where a person would have begihere the Authority successfully prosecutes a person, a court must,
found guilty of an offence under this measure were it not for theon application by the Authority, order the person to pay the
establishment of a defence under this clause, the person is liable fasasonable costs incurred by the Authority in relation to technical
civil consequences of their actions in the same manner as if they hastocedures undertaken for the purposes of the prosecution.
been found guilty of such an offence under this measure. Clause 137—Assessment of reasonable costs and expenses
Clause 126—Notice of defences Where it is necessary to calculate the reasonable costs or expenses
Clause 126 provides that where a person intends to establish tiecurred by the Authority or a public authority, those costs and
general defence under clause 125 or any other defence under tkigpenses are to be assessed by reference to the reasonable costs and
measure, the person must give notice of that intention to thexpenses that would have been incurred in having the action taken
Authority within the time set out in this clause. by independent contractors engaged for that purpose.
Clause 127—Proof of intention, etc., for offences Clause 138—Recovery from related bodies corporate
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Where an amount is payable by a body corporate for the purposeseasure that the person was lawfully carrying on immediately before
of this measure and, at the time of the contravention giving rise téhat commencement, the person must, despite the provisions of Part
that liability, that body corporate and another body corporate weré, be granted an exemption from that prohibition to have effect from
related (as defined in the Corporations Law), the related bodiethe commencement of this measure.

corporate are jointly and severally liable to make that payment. Subclause (3) provides that the Authority may, in cases of a kind

Clause 139—Enforcement of charge on land approved by the Minister, grant works approvals, licences or
This clause provides for enforcement of a charge on land in the san@xemptions without requiring a person to apply for, or pay fees in
way as a mortgage may be enforced under the Real Property Atglation to the works approval, licence or exemption.

1886. Subclause (4) provides that a works approval, licence or

Clause 140—Evidentiary provisions exemption granted pursuant to this clause has effect for a term
This clause sets out a number of evidentiary provisions in relatiofletermined by the Authority and subject to this measure and any
to matters required to be proved by the Authority in proceedingsonditions of the approval, licence or exemption imposed by the
under this measure. Authority under Part 6.

Clause 141—Regulations Subclause (5) provides that public notice need not be given under
This clause provides for the making of regulations for the purposegart 6 in respect of an application for the grant of a works approval,
of this measure. In particular, regulations may provide for formslicence or exemption pursuant to this clause. )
fees, publication of information and may prescribe a fine not Subclause (6) allows the Minister to refer a draft environment
exceeding a division 6 fine ($4 000) for contravention of a regulaProtection policy directly to the Governor without undertaking public
tion. The schedule of prescribed activities of environmentaponsultanon Where the Minister is SatISfleq that the draft preserves
significance (Schedule 1) may be varied by regulation. as nearly as practicable the effect of provisions made by or under

Regulations may prescribe differential fees in relation to the'epealed environmental laws. The Governor may declare such a draft
pollution caused by persons liable to pay such fees. Regulations m&@licy to be an environment protection policy and may fix its date
also make provisions of a transitional nature and any such provisioff Commencement as the date of commencement of this measure.
may be expressed to take effect on a date which is after the date of Subclause (8) provides for the continuation of current beverage
assent of this measure, but prior to the date on which the regulatiog®ntainer approvals.
containing the provision are published, provided that the provision .
does not prejudice the position of a person which existed prior tothe The Hon. D.C. WOTTON secured the adjournment of
date of publication. the debate.

Subclause (8) provides that where a regulation would otherwise
have been referred for review to the Legislative Review Committee
of the Parliament under the Subordinate Legislation Act, that SOUTHERN POWER AND WATER BILL
o ont Commitins of the partmong e Resourees and e Hon. 3 H.C. KLUNDER (Minister of Public Infra-

Schedule 1—Prescribed Activities of Environmental Significancestructure) obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act to

Part A of the schedule sets out prescribed activities of environprovide for the delivery of electricity, water and sewerage
mental significance. A person must hold an authorisation under “;ervices and for associated resource management, to establish

h

gi]gr?i?ilé;en Ctg undertake a prescribed activity of environmentg, o oo ryoration Southern Power and Water and for other

Part B of the Schedule sets out listed wastes. Clause 3(4) of Paptirposes. Read a first time.
A of schedule 1 (‘Waste Treatment and Disposal’) specifies thatany The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER: | move:
activities that produce listed wastes (other than the activities setout That this Bill be now read a second time.

in C'?}.Use 3(4)(a) to (x)) are prescribed activities of environmenta| geek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
significance.

Schedule 2—Repeals, Amendments and Transitional Provisiorl§ Hansardwithout my reading it.
Clause 1 sets out the Acts to be repealed by this measure. The SPEAKER: Is leave granted?
Clause 2 sets out a number of consequential amendments to the Mr S.J. BAKER: No.
Water Resources Act 1990. The SPEAKER: Leave is not granted. The Minister.

Clause 3 amends the Environment, Resources and Development .
Court Act 1993 by inserting three new provisions. The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER: Thank you, Mr Speaker.

Proposed clause 28a provides that the Court may mak&iS Bill, in establishing the corporation to be called
restraining orders preventing or restricting a respondent oBouthern Power and Water, provides the statutory foundation
defendant in proceedings before the Court from dealing withfor the merger of the Engineering and Water Supply Depart-
his or hekr)||oroperty0||f tht‘; proceed'tngs appear tobe grtOUghtt_O ent and the Electricity Trust of South Australia. Members
reasonable grounds, the property may be required to satisfy - ; o
an order of the Court and there is a substantial risk that thdVlll recall that this merger was announced by the Premier in
respondent or defendant will dispose of the property befordlis Economic Statement to this Parliament on 22 April 1993.
the order is made or before it can be enforced. _ This legislation also sets out the functions of the corporation,
(F:’éﬂpnggf%h’iélzg %gb t%fgvg)?ggetggtntheaggg,ﬁtfgﬁhe\é\/_g?otpt@he appointment of its Board of Directors, the employment
S raes Ing, I | P 7 0
endeavour to achieve a negotiated settlement of a matter oerf staff and makes proxlsmns relating to superannuation. |
may itself endeavour to seek such a settiement. Evidence of | draw attention to the Statutes Amendment and Repea
anything said during the mediation process is inadmissible ifPower and Water) Bill 1993 which among other things
proceedings before the Court except with the consent of thenakes amendments to a number of Acts dealing with water,
ﬁggleesss;?y tféegﬁ,?%?r%dc'{‘?fa ng?tlecrgg;]tt “La%’ngrﬁ'ggr %rfdt?]re%ewerage and electricity matters. These two Bills complement
Court who has mediated in relation td a matter is noteaCh other anq Shou'(?' be consldered together. ,
disqualified from determining the matter. The merger is a major plankin t_he Government's program
Proposed clause 28¢ provides that the Court may make arfpr restructuring the economy and increasing the contribution
form of order that it considers appropriate in a proceedingsf the public sector to the international competitiveness of the

despite the fact that an applicant has sought a different ordeg P PP
Clause 4 makes a number of transitional arrangements. State economy. It is vital therefore that this initiative should

Subclause (1) provides that, notwithstanding the provisions oProceed as quickly as possible both at the legislative and
Part 6, the Authority must grant works approvals and licences (t@ractical levels. The sooner the merger can be finalised the
have effect from the commencement of this measure) as required gponer the benefits can be realised.

enable persons to carry on activities lawfully carried on by those The potential for synergy and economy in a merger of two

persons immediately before the commencement of this measure. . : :
Subclause (2) provides that, where a person would (despite bei mmercial enterprises comes from shared suppliers, shared

the holder of the appropriate works approval or licence, if any) bdechnology, shared activities, shared support and shared
prohibited from carrying on an activity on the commencement of thicustomers. The merger enables economies in direct and
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support activities and purchasing leverage. It enablesontribution to the economic well-being of the State general-
increases in productivity through technology, servicdy. As indicated above the current proposal gives effect to
delivery, administration efficiencies and improved utilisationthese objectives.
of resources and assets. Since the announcement of the merger, members opposite
The logic for the merger is clear. Both ETSA and E&WS are reported in the press as not supporting it. | can only
have an essentially common customer base of more thaonclude that the significant benefits to the State are not fully
600 000 customers covering the same geographical area. Bathderstood. | am therefore placing on record the value of this
are substantially retail utilities distributing to the sameinitiative in the hope that it can be debated on its merits
households and businesses.The two organisations have ksithout political point scoring.

success factors in common— An assessment of the savings potential of the merger has
strong customer focus been carried out having regard to both the activities and
short response times functions common to both organisations and the resources
wise asset management consumed by these functions and activities.
continued improvement to drive down costs The potential savings have been assessed by identifying

Both organisations undertake a large number of activitiethe reductions in resource consumption enabled by the
in common. The areas in which common activities occur casynergy of bringing like functions together. The estimate of
be grouped into four categories—Corporate Support, Operasavings has been prepared in the format of a range from the
ing and Logistic Support, Distribution and Retail support forconservative or pessimistic estimate of synergy to a higher
customer service. or more optimistic value. Our ability to capture savings

Common activities in Corporate Support include strategidowards the high end of the range will only be confirmed as
planning, finance and accounting, human resources, conthe detailed design of the new organisation and related
munications, audit, health and safety, legal services, risk angrocesses and resource consumption nears completion.

insurance. | refer below only to the conservative estimates of savings:
Common activities in Operating Supportinclude procure-  operating Support $30 million p.a.
ment, project management, training, property management, Corporate Support $10 million p.a.
information technology, workshops and manufacturing, Retail $ 2 million p.a.
warehousing and supply, transport and fleet services, Distribution $12 million p.a.

facilities and asset maintenance and technical services. TOtaI. . ) $54 million p..a.l .
Common activities in Distribution include construction ~ Against these annual savings there will be once off initial

and maintenance, road restoration, metropolitan and countfPSts associated with the bridging of information technology,

facilities such as service centres and depots, local warehousew name, rationalising property, and separation packages for

ing and distribution, local workshops and fleets and inspecemployees in positions which are surplus to the requirement
tion of works. of the greenfields structure in the new organisation. These

Common activities in Retail include administration andcosts are estimated at $6.8 million in 1993-94 and $24 million
office management, marketing analysis and survey, customét 1994-95. _
field services, customer accounting, meter reading, billing, | refertoatable that sets out the estimates of the net result
receipt of income, remissions, investigations, credit manageéind shows estimated net savings rising to in excess of
ment, correspondence, telephone inquiries, counter inquirie50 million p.a. in 1995-96. Mr Speaker, | seek leave to have
applications for service, service delivery tracking, conveyan@ table of a purely statistical nature insertedHansard
cing services and connection and disconnection. In additioWithout my reading it.
both E&WS and ETSA have 28 service centres each through- Leave granted.

out the State. E&WS has 41 depots while ETSA has 50. Itis ESTIMATED NET SAVINGS RANGE $M
expected that facilities in 40 of these locations will be_ . . 1993-94  1994-95  1995-96
- - Retall Otol 2to5 Continuous
rationalised. improvement
The savings potential from rationalising many of thesepistribution 5t010 12to25 @hservative
activities is very substantial. _ estimate.
The merger will enable the creation of a greenfieldsOperation support 5to20 30t060
Corporate support 2to5 10to 15

organigation from a ‘zero base’ with organisation structurey -2 gross savings 121036 5410105 64 to 120
operating systems and processes and consumption m%rger cost 6.8 2410 45 0

resources designed to capture the greatest possible improvetest planning savings

ments in both customer service and savings potential. ~ in common areas 0 2 9

The new organisation will eliminate those unnecessarf I SA/E&WS
duplications in activities which add substantially to the cos g% g?\é'(r)‘sgts& planned
of delivering essential water and electricity services to thémprovements 5.2t0 29.2 28 to 58 55t0 111
community.

Developing ‘best practice’ in all these areas as a single The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER: These substantial gains
entity makes good sense. In fact in a State like Soutltan be applied to attraction of investment, pricing benefits,
Australia, with its relatively small population, it would not investment in key infrastructure to help job creation in the
be sensible that two authorities with so much in commorState, which is so vital to the recovery of the South Australian
should remain separate entities. economy. This is an opportunity for all members to work

We would all agree that the management of public utilitiestogether for the good of the State.
providing essential services such as water and electricity One argument put forward against the merger is that these
should be carried out efficiently. We should be constantlysavings could be achieved even if the agencies remained
striving to find ways for these utilities to lower the costs ofseparate. This is patently not so. It would stretch credibility
those services to the community while making a positiveto suggest that without a merger the benefits outlined in this
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report are achievable particularly the opportunity to use ahe relief of insolvent debtors, is convicted of an indictable offence
zero based approach in developing a new organisation ® is removed from office under this proposed section.

; A ; ; Clause 10: Vacancies or defects in appointment of directors
achieve best practice in capturing the economies of Synerg¥his clause provides that an act of the board is not invalid by reason

| have directed that there should be a participativeyniy of a vacancy in its membership or a defect in the appointment
approach taken to ensure that all internal and externalf a director.

stakeholders can take part. This will ensure that all views are Clause 11: Remuneration o _
fully canvassed in the transition process. To that end | hav his clause provides that a director is entitled to be paid from the
established a widely representative committee to conduct t nds of the corporation such remuneration, allowances and expenses

: . - - - may be determined by the Governor.
merger. The committee is chaired by the Chief Executive an C|a¥Jse 12 proceediggs

has representatives from my office, the Economic Developthis clause provides for the proceedings of the board including the
ment Authority, the Treasury, the Department of Labourguorum of the board. The director appointed to chair the board will

seven unions with major work force coverage, ETSA andpreside at meetings of the board at which he or she is present. A
EQWS executives ! decision of the majority of the directors at a meeting is a decision of

| ) ] ] _the board with each director present at the meeting having one vote
In conclusion, this merger provides widespread benefitsn any question arising for decision. In the event of equal votes, the
to all stakeholders. There is not an alternative which wouldlirector presiding at the meeting has a casting vote. A meeting of the

perform better either in terms of the level of benefits to béé.oard may occur as 2 telefphone or video Coﬂfg.f ence b_etWhee”
derived or in the time frame within which the benefits can b irectors if notice of the conference is given to all directors in the
erve eproper manner and each participating director is capable of

delivered. communicating with every other participating director during the
The merger will achieve improved service to customersgonference.

more advantageous prices and improved returns to the This clause further provides that a proposed resolution of the
community through the Government. qaoard becomes a valid decision of the board despite the fact that it

e is not voted on at a meeting of the board if notice of the proposed
| commend this Bill to the House. | seek leave to have theesolution is given to all directors in accordance with procedures
explanation of the clauses insertedHansardwithout my  determined by the board and a majority of the directors express their
reading it. concurrence in the proposed resolution by written communication
setting out the terms of the resolution. The board must have accurate
Leave granted. minutes kept of its proceedings.
Explanation of Clauses Other than following the procedures set out in this clause, the
Clause 1: Short title board may determine its own procedures.
This clause is formal. Clause 13: Functions of the corporation
Clause 2: Commencement This clause sets out the functions of the corporation in relation to
This clause is formal. electricity, water supply and sewage treatment. In relation to
Clause 3: Object

electricity, the corporation’s functions are to— o
This clause provides that the object of this measure is to establish a %ener%t?htrasntsrtmp supply and purchase electricity within and
statutory corporation with the principal responsibilities of providing ~ P€yond the State,
electricity, water and sewerage services and undertaking associated

carry out research and works to develop, secure and utilise
resource management for the benefit of the people and economy of ~ €NETgy sources suitable for the generation of electricity;
the State. ’

define and administer standards for the generation, transmis-
Clause 4: Interpretation

sion, distribution and supply of electricity to enable the safe
This clause contains definitions of words used in the measure. and efficient use of electricity and interchange and intercon-
Clause 5: Establishment of Southern Power and Water

nection between the corporation, electricity authorities in
. - . other States and private generators of electricity;

This clause establishes the corporation Southern Power and Water . ,4vise and assist gonsumgers of electricity in eneéy conserva-

with perpetual succession and a common seal and the capacity to sue

and be sued in its corporate name and with the functions and powers |

tion and in the efficient and effective use of electricity.
. - elation to water and sewage, the corporation’s functions are
assigned or conferred by or under this measure or any other Act.;,__
Clause 6: Application of Public Corporations Act 1993 .

This clause provides that Southern Power and Water is a statutory
corporation to which the Public Corporations Act 1993 applies.
Clause 7: Establishment of board

This clause establishes a board of directors as the governing body .

of the corporation.

Clause 8: Composition of board
This clause provides that the board of directors is to consist of not
more than 9 members appointed by the Governor. The chief
executive officer of the corporation is eligible for appointment to the
board. The Governor may appoint a director to be the deputy of the
director appointed to chair the board. On a vacancy in the office of
a director, a person may be appointed in accordance with this
proposed section to the vacant office.

manage the State’s water resources ensuring the efficient use

of the resources at a sustainable level;

investigate and research the quality and quantity of the State’s

water resources;

monitor the availability, well-being and use of the State’s

water resources;

supply water to land by means of a reticulated service;

remove sewage from land by means of a sewerage system;

advise and assist users of water in the efficient and effective

use of water;

ﬁeﬁPﬁ and administer plumbing standards to promote public
ealth;

carry out research and works to improve water quality and

sewage disposal and treatment methods.

Clause 9: Conditions of membership

The corporation may also provide consultancy and other services

This clause provides that the term for a director is up to 3 years witlaind may carry out any other functions conferred on the corporation
the director being eligible for re-appointment at the end of the termby this measure or any other Act, or by the Minister, or delegated by
The Governor may remove a director from office— the Minister to the corporation. The corporation must ensure that its
- for misconduct (including non-compliance with a duty plans and initiatives are consistent with, and give effect to, the
imposed under the Public Corporations Act 1993); Government’s economic development, social, employment and
for failure or incapacity to carry out the duties of his or her environmental objectives.
office satisfactorily; Clause 14: Powers of the corporation
if serious irregularities have occurred in the conduct of theThis clause provides that the corporation has all the powers of a
corporation’s affairs or the board has failed to carry out itsnatural person together with the powers specifically conferred on it
functions satisfactorily and the board’s membership shouldy this measure or any other Act.
(in the Governor’s opinion) therefore be reconstituted. Clause 15: Common seal and execution of documents
The office of a director becomes vacant if the director dies, isnot  This clause provides that the common seal of the corporation
reappointed at the end of a term, resigns by written notice to thenust only be affixed to a document pursuant to a decision of the
Minister, becomes bankrupt or applies to take the benefit of a law foboard, attested by the signatures of two directors. The corporation
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may (by instrument under its common seal) authorise a director, aMlinister is a reference to the corporation and the proclamation has
employee or another person to execute documents on behalf of tledfect in accordance with its terms.

corporation subject to conditions and limitations (if any) specified Clause 2: Vesting of property, rights, etc. in the corporation

in the instrument of authority. A document is duly executed by theThis clause provides that the corporation—

corporation if the common seal of the corporation is affixed to the - succeeds to all the property, rights, powers, liabilities and

document in accordance with this proposed section or the document obligations of the Trust; and

is signed on behalf of the corporation by a person or persons in - succeeds to all the property, rights, powers, liabilities and

accordance with an authority conferred under this proposed section. obligations of the Minister arising from the operation of the
Clause 16: The corporation not liable to pay amounts equivalent Sewerage Act 1929 and the Waterworks Act 1932 as in force

to certain rates before the commencement of the proposed Statutes Amend-

This clause provides that the corporation is not liable to pay to the ment and Repeal (Power and Water) Act 1993.

Treasurer amounts that would be equivalent to rates for any of the Proposed subclause (2) provides that, despite section 29(1) of the
corporation’s infrastructure property despite section 29(2)(b) of thé’ublic Corporations Act 1993, where property vests by virtue of this
Public Corporations Act 1993. Infrastructure property does noproposed clause in the corporation, the vesting of the property, and
include property predominantly used by the corporation forany instrument evidencing or giving effect to that vesting, are exempt
administrative purposes or property that is subject to a lease granté®m stamp duty.
by the corporation. Clause 3: Application of Real Property Act

Clause 17: Staff of the corporation This clause provides that the Registrar-General must, on the

This clause provides that the corporation may appoint employees gpplication of the corporation, register the corporation as the
terms and conditions fixed by the corporation. The clause furtheproprietor of land (being land under the Real Property Act 1886) that
provides that a person who was, |mmed|a’[e|y before the Commenceas \_/eSted inthe _Corporatlon Und_er this SChedUIe_. The clause further
ment of this proposed section, an officer or employee of theProvides that an instrument relating to land (being land under the
Electricity Trust of South Australia becomes an employee of theReal Property Act 1886) that has vested in the corporation under this
corporation without affecting the person’s existing or accruing rightsschedule must, if the instrument is executed by the corporation and
of employment including rights in respect of recreation leave, sickS otherwise in registrable form, be registered by the Registrar-
leave or long service leave. (This does not affect any procesgeneral despite the fact that the corporation has not been registered
commenced for variation of a person’s rights in respect of employas the proprietor of the land under proposed subclause (1).
ment.) Clause 4: Appointment of first chief executive officer _
Employees of the corporation are not subject to Part |1l of the! Nis clause provides that the first appointment to the position of chief
Government Management and Employment Act 1985 but thé&xecutive officer of the corporation is to be made by the Governor
corporation may (with the approval of the responsible Minister)on the nomination of the Minister (but, on such an appointment
make use of the services of any employee of the Engineering arféfving been made, the person so appointed will be taken to be an
Water Supply Department (‘E&WS’) or other Crown employee, or €mployee of the corporation). Any subsequent appointment to the
use any facilities or equipment, of the Crown. position of chief executive officer of the corporation is to be made
This clause further provides that the Minister may, afterPy the board of the corporation in accordance with the Public

consultation with the corporation and any relevant industrialCorporations Act 1993.

organisation, transfer specified E&QWS employees or E&WS_, Clause 5: Annual reports o "
employees of a specified class to the employment of the corporatiqhiS clause provides that the corporation’s report to the Minister on
on terms and conditions approved by the Minister. Its operations during a financial year—

Clause 18: Delegation to corporation -+ must, in the ?ar?e of the Iflrdst such reporthafter the com-f
This clause provides that the Minister may delegate any of the mgn{;ﬁ?ﬁgﬁﬁels gﬁféangfuth%ﬁ(irr]e;[?gita?n (taaer ?Jpelz%ttli(ljrtﬁé)
Minister’s powers or functions under any Act to the corporation and commencement Opf this Act: and y P
that a power or function delegated under this proposed section may, mav incoroorate the report required to be made to the
if the instrument of delegations so provides, be further delegated by Mi Y t pd the G p th t and Empl
the corporation. A delegation under this proposed section— inister under the overnment Management and Employ-

. . L ment Act 1985 on the operations of the Engineering and
mg;s/tbbeeabt}.{s I(?Iﬁttgjomrecr:)trllgi\t,iv(;lrt]gg’ Water Supply Department during that financial year.

does not derogate from the power of the Minister to act in any ;
matter: Mr S.J. BAKER secured the adjournment of the debate.
is revocable at will by the Minister.

Clause 19: Regulations STATUTES AMENDMENT AND REPEAL (POWER

This clause provides that the Governor may make such regulations AND WATER) BILL
as are necessary or expedient for the purposes of this Act.
SCHEDULE 1 The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER (Minister of Public Infra-
Superannuation structure) obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act to

" StChedt‘.J'e 1 ‘f’?ﬁ'sé"lith tS.UPter?_””Uta“ng matters é}ndl" in particulagmend the Builders Licensing Act 1986, the Electricity Trust
e transition of the Electricity Trust of South Australia superan- :

nuation schemes to superannuation schemes of Southern Power dSOuth Australia Act 1946, the Gas Act 1988, the Sewerage
Water. This schedule is, except for changes made that are of ACt 1929, the Water Resources Act 1990 and the Waterworks
transitional nature, a re-enactment of Part IVB (‘SUPERANNUA-Act 1932 and to repeal The Adelaide Electric Supply
TION’) of the Electricity Trust of South Australia Act 1946 (as Company Act 1944, The Adelaide Electric Supply Comp-

amended by the Electricity Trust of South Australia (Superannuas, ., ; g
tion) Amendment Act 1993 which was assented to on 6 May 1993‘3)anys Acts 1897 to 1931, the Electrical Workers and Contrac

SCHEDULE 2 fors Licensing Act 1966, the Electricity Act 1943, the

General Transitional Provisions Electricity (Country Areas) Subsidy Act 1962, the Electricity
Schedule 2 contains matters of a transitional nature (other thabupply (Industries) Act 1963, The Electricity Trust of South
those dealing with superannuation). Australia (Penola Undertaking) Act 1967 and the Local
Clause 1: Interpretation Electricity Undertakings (Securities for Loans) Act 1950.

This clause provides that a reference to ‘the Trust’ means a referen : :
to the Electricity Trust of South Australia and that, subject toﬁsead a first time. . .
proposed subclause (3), a reference in an Act or instrument to the 1Ne Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER: | move:
Trust is (where the context admits) a reference to the corporation. That this Bill be now read a second time.
Proposed subclause (3) provides that the Governor may, byseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
proclamation, declare that a reference in an Act or instrument to thg, Lansardwithout my reading it
Trust is not to be taken to be a reference to the corporation and the '
proclamation has effect in accordance with its terms. Leave granted.
Proposed subclause (4) provides that the Governor may, by This Bill amends and in some cases repeals a number of Acts
proclamation, declare that a reference in an Act or instrument to eelating to electricity, water and sewerage and is complementary to
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the Southern Power and Water Bill 1993 which proposes to establisBchedule replaces the repealed section 20a of the principal Act
the corporation Southern Power and Water. It is important for thigelating to debentures previously issued by the Trust.
report to be read in conjunction with the report for that Bill. Clause 10: Repeal of heading to Part IV

In relation to legislation dealing with electricity issues, the Bill This clause provides for the heading to Part IV to be repealed.
makes amendments which are necessitated by the provisions of the Clause 11: Repeal of heading to Division | of Part IV
Southern Power and Water Bill. Additionally, the opportunity is This clause provides for the heading to Division | of Part IV to be
taken to consolidate and update the legislation relating to electricityepealed.
supply. Clause 12: Substitution of ss. 36 to 38 (inclusive)

The Waterworks Act 1932 and the Sewerage Act 1929 are botiThis clause provides that sections 36 to 38 (containing the general
amended in the main to transfer the majority of the functions anghowers of the Trust and the Trust’s duties with regard to electricity
powers to the corporation. It is appropriate in view of the Publicsupply) of the principal Act are repealed and certain other sections
Corporations Act 1993 that the corporation should be directlyare substituted.
responsible and accountable for these functions. The functions of the corporation to be established under the

The Water Resources Act 1990 is amended only to allow thgroposed Southern Power and Water Act 1993 are set out in clause
corporation to take water from available water sources to discharge3 of that proposed Act.
its obligations of providing water services to the community. Proposed section 36 combines those powers set out in the

These are interim arrangements to allow the merger to procee@pealed section 38 together with powers which the Trust formerly
as quickly as possible. The Government has determined that a fullerived from the old Adelaide Electric Supply Acts (proposed to be
review should be undertaken on a priority basis to better integrateepealed in Part 8 of this Bill). The proposed new section provides
and rationalise the legislative framework governing the activities othe proposed corporation with powers additional to those of a natural

the corporation. | commend the Bill to the House. person (see clause 14 of the proposed Southern Power and Water Act
PART 1 1993) including the power to—
PRELIMINARY - acquire land in accordance with the Land Acquisition Act
Clause 1: Short title 1969;
This clause is formal. - lay orinstall any part of the distribution system over or under
Clause 2: Commencement any public place;
This clause is formal. - excavate a public place for the purpose of laying or installing
Clause 3: Interpretation any part of the distribution system or inspecting, repairing or
This clause provides that a reference in this Act to the principal Act replacing any part of the distribution system; _
is a reference to the Act referred to in the heading to the Partin - lay, install, provide or set up on or against the exterior of a
which the reference occurs. building or structure any cable, equipment or structure
PART 2 necessary for securing to that or any other building or
AMENDMENT OF BUILDERS LICENSING ACT 1986 structure a proper and complete supply of electricity and for

measuring the extent of the supply.
Except in an emergency or in circumstances of imminent danger
life or property, the proposed corporation must give 7 days notice
before exercising powers conferred by this proposed section in
relation to a public place.
: ] Proposed section 37 provides that the proposed corporation may,
section 17b of the Sewerage Act 1929; and with th’?e approval of thg Minister, providpe g loan or Féubsidy to Y

section 28 of the Gas Act 1988. . another supplier of electricity in the State. This power formerly came
The transitional provisions will enable persons licensedfom the repealed section 22 of the principal Act.
registered or authorised under one of the above Acts to be treated as Proposed section 38 (which is a combination of the repealed

if they were licensed under the Builders Licensing Act 1986. Futurese ciions 37 and 38) provides for the proposed corporation’s duties
licences for persons carrying on electrical or plumbing trades wilk, ralation to the supply of electricity, including—

be granted under the Builders Licensing Act 1986. ensuring that the distribution system is constructed and

Clause 4: insertion of Schedule 2
This clause inserts (after the schedule of the principal Act) propose,
Schedule 2 containing transitional provisions for the licensing o
certain building work consequent on the repeal of—
the Electrical Workers and Contractors Licensing Act 1966;

PART 3 maintained in accordance with international and Australian
AMENDMENT OF ELECTRICITY TRUST OF SOUTH standards and practices:
AUSTRALIA ACT 1946 - maintaining the electricity supply through the distribution
Clause 5: Substitution of long title system;

This clause repeals the long title and substitutes a long title that - providing a supply of electricity.
provides that this Act makes provision for the supply of electricity  proposed section 38A sets out clearly the sorts of conditions
to the State and for incidental purposes. under which the proposed corporation Southern Power and Water
Clause 6: Repeal of heading to Part | o ) may supply electricity to a consumer. The Trust has, in the past,
In view of the miscellaneous nature of the provisions left in thegazetted Conditions under which Electric Energy is Supplied and this
principal Act by these amendments and consequent on the passag®posed section formally provides for such conditions and their
of the Bill for the Southern Power and Water Act 1993, the divisionlegal effect. Proposed section 38A provides that the proposed
of the principal Act is unnecessary. All Part and Divisional headingszorporation may, with the approval of the Minister, by notice in the
have thus been repealed. This clause repeals the heading to ParGazettepublish a list of conditions (which may be varied or revoked
Clause 7: Substitution of s. 1—Short title by further notice) under which the proposed corporation supplies
This clause substitutes a new short title that provides that thelectricity to a consumer. Gazetted conditions are binding on
principal Act may be cited as the Electricity Supply (Miscellaneousconsumers (subject to a written agreement entered into under this

Provisions) Act 1946. proposed section). The conditions may include conditions in relation
Clause 8: Amendment of s. 3—Interpretation to—

This clause provides for definitions of terms and phrases usedinthe - the procedures to be observed before a supply of electricity

principal Act. In particular, a definition of the corporation to be is provided;

established under the proposed Southern Power and Water Act 1993 - the placing of any part of the distribution system and of

is inserted and the definition of the Trust (ie: the Electricity Trust of connections to a consumer’s electrical installation;

South Australia) is deleted. - theinspection and testing of a consumer’s electrical installa-
Clause 9: Repeal of Part Il tion;

This clause provides for the repeal of Part Il (THE ELECTRICITY - the safety standards to be maintained by a consumer in

TRUST OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA) of the principal Act. Many of relation to his or her electrical installation;

the matters dealt with in this Part are contained in the proposed Bill - the nature and voltage of the electricity supply in a particular

for the Southern Power and Water Act 1993 which proposes to area;

establish the corporation Southern Power and Water that will be - the proposed corporation’s access to its equipment and other

taking over the functions and powers of the Electricity Trust of South works;

Australia (‘the Trust’). Some of the other repealed sections have been - the tariffs and rates for electricity and other charges that the

rewritten in the Schedule of Transitional Provisions inserted into the proposed corporation may impose including penalties,

principal Act by clause 24 of the Bill, for example, clause 3 of that interest or fines for non-payment or late payment);
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the liability of consumers for payment of the proposedoffence is a division 5 fine ($8 000). Proposed subsection (3)

corporation’s charges for electricity; provides for evidentiary matters and proposed subsection (4)
the limiting of the number and type of appliances andprovides that the court before which a person is convicted of an
equipment to be used by a consumer; offence against this proposed section may order the convicted person
the cutting off of the supply of electricity to any land or to pay to the proposed corporation such compensation as it thinks fit
premises; for any loss or damage resulting from the commission of the offence.
rationing of the electricity supply; Proposed section 45 provides that a notice or other document

- any other matter that the proposed corporation thinks fit. required or authorised to be given or served by the proposed
The proposed corporation may enter into a written agreemerttorporation may be served by post.

with individual consumers fixing other terms and conditions on  Proposed section 46 provides that an offence against this Act is

which electricity is supplied to that consumer. Except pursuant ta summary offence but that proceedings for an offence against this

such a written agreement, no contractual relationship exists betweet may be commenced at any time within 3 years of the day on

the proposed corporation and a consumer in relation to the supplyhich the offence is alleged to have been committed.

of electricity by the proposed corporation. ) Proposed section 47 provides for the regulation making power
This proposed section further provides that if the proposeafthe Governor.

corporation suffers loss or damage as a result of contravention of or  ¢jause 24: Substitution of schedule

non-compliance with a condition of supply by a consumer, thec|,,se 24 repeals the schedule of the principal Act and substitutes
corporation may recover compensation for the loss or damage frolfi s .hadule containing transitional provisions

the consumer by action in a court of competent jurisdiction. . .
Proposed section 38B provides that the proposed corporation m% esti?g?s'?'gug{acyfsseott%f ;Tgtfgl?:dme contains a definition of the
authorise an employee or other person to exercise certain powers, Y : . .
including examining or testing the distribution system or electrical_.roposed clause 2 of the Schedule provides that a delegation by
installations, inspections or repair work, taking any action necessaf’€ Trust in force immediately before the commencement of this
to avert danger from a fault in the distribution system or frommeasure continues in force as a delegation by the proposed
abnormal conditions affecting it or entry into land or premises for thec0rporation Southern Power and Water under the provisions of the
purpose of exercising any such power. An authorised person m ublic Corporations Act 1993 subject to any variation or revocation
only enter residential premises under this section after reasonab‘é the delegation under those provisions. _
notice to the occupier (except in an emergency or circumstances of Proposed clause 3 deals with inscribed debenture stock issued by
imminent danger to life or property). An authorised person who haghe Trust prior to the commencement of this measure. This clause is
entered, or proposes to enter, land or premises under this proposgubstitution for the repealed section 20a of the principal Act. It
section must, at the request of the owner or occupier of the land dkrther provides that the proposed corporation Southern Power and
premisesy produce a certificate of authority issued by the propos ater succeeds to a” the I’IghtS and liabilities of the Trustin I’espect
corporation. of debentures or inscribed debenture stock issued before the
Proposed section 38B further provides that a person who hindefPmmencement of this measure. _ _
or obstructs an authorised person in the exercise of powers conferred Proposed clause 4 provides that section 38A (relating to
by this section is guilty of an offence and liable to a division 7 fine conditions of supply) as proposed to be inserted into the principal

($2 000). Act by clause 12 of this measure applies in relation to every
Clause 13: Repeal of heading to Division Il of Part IV consumer of electricity supplied by the proposed corporation

This clause repeals the heading to Division Il of Part IV. Southern Power and Water including a consumer receiving a supply
Clause 14: Amendment of s. 39—\Vegetation clearance of electricity from the proposed corporation made before the

This clause amends section 39 by substituting any reference to ti§@mmencement of this measure. However, this clause will not
Trust with a reference to the proposed corporation Southern Pow&perate to negate the terms of a specific written agreement (the terms

and Water. of which are other than those consisting of the Conditions of Supply
Clause 15: Repeal of heading to Division Il of Part [V under which Electric Energy is Supplied together with an application

This clause repeals the heading to Division IIl of Part IV. for a supply of electricity) that existed before this proposed schedule
Clause 16: Repeal of ss. 40 and 41 came into operation.

This clause repeals sections 40 and 41 of the principal Act. These Proposed clause 5 provides for statutory easements in a similar
sections have been substituted by clause 4 of the Schedule WY as did section 41 of the principal Act (repealed by clause 16 of

Transitional Provisions. this Bill) except that it is the proposed corporation Southern Power
Clause 17: Repeal of heading to Division IV of Part IV and Water that has the benefit of the easement and not the Trust.
This clause repeals the heading to Division IV of Part IV. PART 4
Clause 18: Amendment of s. 42—Immunity from liability in AMENDMENT OF GAS ACT 1988
consequence of cutting off or failure of electricity supply Clause 25: Repeal of s. 28

This clause amends section 42 by striking out the reference to thEhis clause provides for the repeal of section 28 of the principal Act.
Trust and substituting a reference to the proposed corporatiolhis section is being repealed because it is proposed that the

Southern Power and Water. registration of gas fitters will, in future, be done under the licensing
Clause 19: Repeal of heading to Division V of Part IV provisions of the Builders Licensing Act 1986.

This clause repeals the heading to Division V of Part IV. PART 5
Clause 20: Amendment of s. 42A—Payments by the corporation AMENDMENT OF SEWERAGE ACT 1929

This clause amends section 42A by striking out the reference to the  ¢jause 26: Amendments contained in schedule

grusth andpsubstitut(ijn\glgv a reference to the proposed corporatiofps clause provides that the principal Act is amended as set out in
outhern Power and Water. the schedule of this Act. These amendments are consequent on the
Clause 21: Repeal of Part IVA . establishment of the proposed corporation Southern Power and
This clause repeals Part IVA. These functions of the Trust are ”‘Mgater under the proposed Southern Power and Water Act 1993 and
h ,

to be contained in the clause setting out the functions of the proposgg the most part, strike out a reference to the Minister and substitute
corporation in relation to electricity in the Bill for the Southern 5 reference to the corporation
Power and Water Act 1993. PART 6

Clause 22: Repeal of Part IVB
This clause repeals Part IVB. These sections are now to be found in AMENDMENT OF WATER RESOURCES ACT 1990

the Schedule of Superannuation Provisions of the Bill for the Clause 27: Amendment of s. 4o—interpretation

Southern Power and Water Act 1993. This clause inserts into the interpretation provision of the principal
Clause 23: Repeal of Part V Act the definition of the proposed corporation Southern Power and
This clause repeals Part V and substitutes several sections. Water.

Proposed section 44 provides that it is an offence for a person, Clause 28: Amendment of s. 31—Right of Minister and
without the approval of the proposed corporation, to ‘steal’COrporation to take water .
electricity, to supply to another person (for valuable considerationY his clause amends section 31 by giving Southern Power and Water
electricity supplied by the proposed corporation, to contributethe same rights and duties as the Minister in respect of the taking of
electricity to the distribution system or to damage or otherwisewater under the principal Act.
interfere with the distribution system. The penalty for such an Clause 29: Amendment of s. 32—Riparian rights
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This clause amends section 32 by striking out paragraph (a) of that It was Hugh Hudson who came to me one day in 1969
section and substituting a new paragraph which reflects the changggmen we were door knocking for Richie Gun’s successful
made to section 31 of the pég‘g?@' Act. campaign to win the Federal seat of Kingston and suggested
AMENDMENT OF WATERWORKS ACT 1932 that I should throw my hat into the ring for one of the new
Clause 30: Amendments contained in schedule electorates that had just been set up for the forthcoming State
This clause provides that the principal Actis amended as set oglection. It was Hugh Hudson who immediately after that
in the schedule of this Act. These amendments are consequent on Beate election, when | had been returned to this place,

establishment of the proposed corporation Southern Power a ; i
Water under the proposed Southern Power and Water Act 1993 arﬁéggﬁtte dto mte i?]at’ sm.(t:le theflfrllartner;ts\%}a?orr] Palr(;y h?d
mainly, strike out a reference to the Minister and substitute enntto create the position o Assistan Ip. 1 should pu

reference to the corporation. my name forward for election to that position. It was Hugh
PART 8 Hudson who suggested to me that, when a tenth ministry was
REPEAL OF CERTAIN ACTS set up, I should enter the list for election to that position, and
Clause 31: Acts repealed so it goes on.

This clause repeals the following Acts: ; INIA?
The Adelaide Electric Supply Company Act 1944: On each of these occasions my head told me to say ‘No

The Adelaide Electric Supply Company’s Acts 1897 to 1931-but ultimately | said ‘Yes’. When | look back on it now it is

1

Electrical Workers and Contractors Licensing Act 1966;  rather extraordinary that someone who has so little personal

Electricity Act 1943; ambition should have finished up occupying so long a time
Electricity (Country Areas) Subsidy Act 1962; in the position of Deputy Premier of this State. My purpose
Electricity Supplies (Country Areas) Act 1950; today is not to give any sort of resume of my 23 years in this

Electricity Supply (Industries) Act 1963; L e
The Electricity Trust of South Australia (Penola Undertaking) place; | just place on record my appreciation for what my

Act 1967 colleagues have done in giving me the opportunity to move
Local Electricity Undertakings (Securities for Loans) Act this motion. . ] ) .
. When one determines that one will voluntarily retire from
These Acts are either obsolete or deal with matters now to behis place, one is afforded a luxury which is not afforded to
dealt with by the amendments proposed by Part 3 of this measurgjq,ens and dozens of others who come and go in this place.

SCHEDULE . .
Consequential Amendments So from the time that | told the member for Ross Smith, way

The schedule to the Act contains amendments to the SeweradCK in 1989, that what was then the forthcoming election
Act 1929 and the Waterworks Act 1932 consequent on the operatiowvould be my last | have known that eventually it would come

of the proposed Southern Power and Water Act 1993. In the mairto this point. This clearly will be my last address in reply
these amendments substitute references to the Minister witjapate—I| guess 23 is quite enough anyway
references to the proposed corporation Southern Power and Water. The Hon. B.C. Eastick interjecting: ’

Mr S.J. BAKER secured the adjournment of the debate. 1 he Hon. D.J. HOPGOOD: Indeed, it may have been
more than that because the member for Light, who is

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION BILL somewhat of a historian, tells me by way of interjection that
it was 25 because of the vagaries associated with the calling

The Hon. M.K. MAYES (Minister of Environment and of Parliament, early elections and that sort of thing. | was
Land Management): | table extracts from a document fortunate to be elected to this place at the tender age of 31, to
entitled ‘Intergovernmental Agreement on the Environment’ €nter a Cabinet only three years later and to be on the front
| apologise to the House. This document should have bedpench for more than 19 years, only three of which have been

tabled when the Environment Protection Bill was introducedin Opposition. .
| have seen a lot of Government and | do not intend today

ADDRESS IN REPLY to give a resume, but | do want to say a few things about the
current scene as it is illuminated by my experience. During
The Hon. D.J. HOPGOOD (Baudin): | move: the recent recess | spent several weeks overseas. My main
That the following Address in Reply to Her Excellency’s opening Study overseas will be the subject of a report to be submitted,
speech be adopted: but in the process one picks up all sorts of issues. What
May it please Your Excellency— comes across from newspapers, talk-back on radio, television

1. We, the members of the House of Assembly, express ougnd all the rest is how similar our problems are to those of the

tohpaennklsgg?lri;?fei?e%h with which Your Excellency was pleased Q¢ of the developed world. The editorials in the United

2. \We assure Your Excellency that we will give our best attentionStates and Canadian newspapers could be transferred almost

to all matters placed before us. word for word to theAdvertiseror the Australian
3. We earnestly join in Your Excellency’s prayer for the Divine  The developed societies are not in crisis. If they were,
blessing on the proceedings of the session. there would not be so many from the developing world

In moving this motion, | commend to members the contentseeking to go to them to live, but they have substantial
of the speech which was delivered to the joint sitting by Hemproblems and the similarities are striking. In the US, Canada
Excellency. | also join in the condolences that have beeand in western Europe the economists tell us that the
expressed on the passing from the Australian scene amdcession is over, that they are back into growth, but they note
indeed from this life of Sir Condor Laucke and the Hon.that employment lags. They note that profits are not suffi-
Hugh Hudson. | spoke yesterday in brief debate about Hugbiently being ploughed back into employment. Does that
Hudson and the influence that he had particularly on my earlgound familiar? It certainly does to me.

political career. Indeed, one could be forgiven for thinking Overseas there is the concern with crime, of attacks on
that my advancement in the parliamentary Labor Party angdersons and property. Much effort has been spent analysing
indeed therefore in the broader area of the Parliament wakese trends, which partly relate to a breakdown in family
very much related to my inability to say ‘No’ to Hugh structures, to the development of a drug culture and depend-
Hudson. ence on illegal—and hence high cost—substances. Another
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similarity is the prevailing cynicism about parliamentary of the bath water. Then there are those journalists who simply
institutions—a cynicism reinforced by the fact that mostsee it as smart, or ‘hip’ if you like, to be negative. They do
people get their information, | am afraid, courtesy of thatnot look at the repercussions of this destructive attitude. That
most cynical of professions journalism. is a pity. Indeed, it is tragic.

I could say more about the positive things which are |am speaking notin purely Party political terms here. Of
around: the recovery in full-time employment, which is course, there is Party bias, particularly in the print media, but
occurring in this State; the record numbers of containers, fathat is not what | am on about. | am concerned about the
example, which passed through the port of Adelaide irongoing denigration of representative and governmental
1992-1993; the reduction in certain crime indices; and thénstitutions, particularly in the print media, be it as blatant as
respect which is accorded this place and the people in it bthat boring, tedious, repetitive and totally unfunny daily
many thinking people, even today. All of that is true, but mycartoon strip on the second to back page ofAtigertiseror
main observation is and must be that problems persist inome of the subtle, and not so subtle, negative headlining,
society at a level most people of goodwill and intelligenceabsorption with trivia and general obsession with accentuat-
would see as undesirable. ing the negative. | invite members opposite, languishing in

The good news is that we are no different from compathe relative comfort of Opposition, to talk about these things
rable societies around the world in the social and economito their colleagues in the States where they are in office to see
problems that we face. The bad news is that we are nwhether they do not agree with me. The problem is that
different from comparable societies around the world in thenegative prophecies are too often self-fulfilling.
social and economic problems that we face. What | mean by | have been privileged to know dozens, | guess hundreds,
the latter is that, were there a simple solution or set obf parliamentarians from four political Parties in my 23 years
solutions to these problems, they would have already bedmere. In the vast majority of cases, | have been impressed by
applied in some of these countries. That the problems persisteir dedication to the task of serving the community. | have
is an indication that there are no easy answers or, if there arealued their friendship beyond the theatre of this Chamber,
those answers are not being identified. So, let no ongnd often within it. Therefore, it distresses me that these
politician, journalist, administrator or pundit, tell us that hepeople and their roles are denigrated.
or she has the answer. He or she who so claims is a dissem- | hope | have the support of all members in what | am
bler and/or a fool. saying. | cannot believe that any of us desires to see this

There are, of course, approaches which are more likely tmstitution reviled or the broader role of government de-
be helpful and those that are less likely to be helpful. Thevalued. Of course, members opposite have traditionally
continuing debate on matters economic seems to me to hageught a less active role for the machinery of government
removed a good deal of compassion from the public rhetoridhan do we, or so the pundits claim. Yet | believe that their
| deplore that. Compassion must return. Without wanting tonatural constituency relies on an active public sector more
sound anything like a plaster saint, | must say that | gothan does the city. Therefore, | have often regarded members
myself elected to this place to help people. | hope | have donef the parliamentary Liberal Party as fig-leaf socialists.
that. | hope that in the third career on which | will shortly Indeed, when the Tonkin Government bought into
embark—one not involving paid employment | hasten toSAGASCO, | recall a journalist ringing the office of the
add—I will still be able to help people. The public processmember for Ross Smith, who was then Leader of the
itself should be one which enriches people’s lives, and for th©pposition, and asking, ‘What is it like to be in opposition
most part it does. to a socialist Government?’

I invite all members to consider what sort of society we  Taxes, like death, are inevitable, because government is
would have without the organs of Government; a societynevitable. As Oliver Wendell Holmes once said, ‘With my
without the apparatus of community security, police, courtstaxes | buy civilisation.” Therefore, | want to talk about taxes
prisons; a society where basic services such as education aatdvork and | want to give a couple of examples of a desirable
health were available only to those wealthy enough tamix of Government-inspired incentives, direct services and
purchase them, as one would purchase a tube of toothpagigvate initiative, which | think is typical of the sort of multi-
or, perhaps more to the point, an expensive motor vehicldaceted challenges that sometimes face us these days. | think
and a society in which basic infrastructure, roads, wateit is important that we see that it is that sort of mix. We are
sewerage and electricity, got there, if at all, only in a purelyno longer in an era where we often get a purely private or
haphazard sort of way. public approach to a set of problems: rather, there is that mix

The fact that we do not have that sort of society is a resulivhere Government can give a lead or can follow a lead that
of having Government and the organs of representativis given by the community generally, by private enterprise,
democracy which act as some sort of watchdog on Goverrer whatever it may be. The Government can provide incen-
ment. But the press, for the most part, portrays the process tiges for private enterprise in certain areas where in other
destructive of social values. Any Government is seen as thareas it is inevitable that the Government must largely take
enemy rather than the relatively benign friend of the peopl¢he responsibility.
that it mostly is. Public servants are portrayed as time servers, | want to refer to two areas: one is the better use of urban
and the politicians to whom they are responsible as venaspace for residential or whatever use, and the other is the
After a while, some people begin to believe it all. This is allongoing management of the Murray-Darling Basin. I turn to
very curious, given the fact that these same so-called orgatise second of these first, though | have spoken at length on
of information profess support for parliamentary democracythe problems of the basin before. While salination and
I can only assume that newspaper and media proprietorsutrophication are not yet at disastrous levels in the rivers of
coming as they largely do from that sector of society whichthe system, while not all the water in the system is used in a
yearns for minimalist government, are using the organs asormal year so there is still environmental flow—and we can
part of an agenda. They are creating ambit. If we advocatperhaps contrast that with the Colorado in the United States—
throwing out the baby, maybe we will at least unload somend while the area is still enormously productive, there are



Wednesday 4 August 1993 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 59

important challenges to be faced, and faced urgently. | fedlves. | think that the same is now happening with the Murray.

some ownership of the machinery which is now in place afrhere might have been conflict about the future of the Murray
Commonwealth level and in the basin States to redress theaad what needed to be done 15 years ago: there is little
problems. | think that the setting up of the Murray-Darling conflict any more. Producers, environmentalists, administra-
Ministerial Council and Commission was a landmark intors, politicians, the man and the woman in the street all agree
public administration in this country. as to the way we have to go and the urgency with which we

Yet | now want to suggest that the ongoing task, 10 yearsust tread that path.
down the track as it were, is rather more for the community The Hon. B.C. Eastick: And the second generation
than for the Government. The initiative came from theparklands.

Government. In saying that, | am not setting aside the The Hon. D.J. HOPGOOD: And the second generation
pioneering work of groups such as the old Murray Valleyparklands. | thank the member for Light in relation to that
League, but there has been an enormous sensitising of publitatter. It is one of the mild disappointments | have in relation
opinion, particularly along the river, in the past five years.to this matter. What emerged from my idea for a second
There is an enormous amount of good will and support fogeneration parkland—the Metropolitan Open Space System
ameliorative measures, many of them quite radical. ThafMOSS)—is a very comprehensive one. | think it is not quite
support almost certainly did not exist five or 10 years ago t@s hard-edged as | would have preferred it to be, but maybe
the extent that it now does. So it is those people living in thehat was no longer possible: maybe there were areas that were
area who are giving the lead; it is to those people that waeeded for a real second generation parkland which had
have to listen; and it is those people who will almost certainlyalready been alienated from nature.

ensure that the attacking of these problems, in often radical The Hon. B.C. Eastick: It is very much better than not
ways, will remain very much on the political agenda. at all.

I commend to members the report ‘The Murray’, edited The Hon. D.J. HOPGOOD: Indeed. A second of the sub-
by Norman McKay and David Eastburn, and published by thehemes of political administration that has echoed down this
Murray-Darling Commission in 1990. | guess that at $35 itbuilding in the last 20 years or so, and one to which | want
is not the cheapest read in the Commonwealth bookshop, btg give a little bit of time, is town planning—our attempts to
I believe it should be required reading for all parliamentarygrapple with urban and regional problems. How do these
candidates in the river States, including Queensland, armgroblems arise? Modern capitalism demands demographic
candidates for the Commonwealth Parliament, from wherevezoncentration. Too often it produces huge aggregations of
they come. In it one can read, for example, how the recoverindividuals yoked together solely by the processes of
of the Barmah-Millewa red gum forest since the mid-1970sproduction, distribution and exchange. What it fails to
has been a matter as much of good luck as good managemgmtpduce is communities, that is, places where people identify
but that, as a result of the studies more recently undertakewjth each other, recognising a collective past, present and
there is reason for optimism about the future of the forest. Wéuture.
can read in the pages of this very valuable report about how The challenge must therefore be to build cities not only
we are slowly beginning to understand how nutrientswhich are aesthetically pleasing, efficient and compassionate
contribute to eutrophication in the rivers and what we mustn their workings but also which foster a sense of community,
do to prevent the Darling running green one year in two. Weecause without community the conditions are rife for crime.
can read of the task ahead of us in restoring highly salinised people have no sense of community, they have no appreci-
areas, particularly in the old irrigation areas of Victoria, backation of the rights of others, and that is a theme to which |
to productivity or, better still, back to their natural condition. will return before | sit down. Adelaide has always claimed a

| believe that we will succeed in these things not onlystrong heritage of town planning, from right through Charles
because we now understand the mechanisms and the conB®ade to people such as Stuart Hart and Hugh Stretton.
guences of our actions but because people are now detétonarto could have been in that tradition, but the Borrie
mined that we shall succeed. It is a paradigm shift, so teeport showed that it was way before its time.
speak. No-one has ever been apathetic about the Murray, but The search for acceptable urban forms, muted somewhat,
we are now enthusiastic for different things. People once salwould suggest, in the late 1970s as DURD and the Cities
it as a juicy orange to be squeezed until the pips squeake@ommission went out of business, became strident again in
We now see it as something to be tended; something to e 1980s as we sought to redevelop the older suburbs while
nurtured. The political process must not be allowed to lagwvoiding the pitfalls of gentrification. Of course, some of
behind informed public opinion. So far, on the Murray it hasthose older suburbs were already heavily gentrified, but they
not, but it could. The Murray must be kept on the political are the ones we largely ignored, concentrating more on where
agenda. If it drops off, despite the work of the past decadehe real problems were.
it will be a national tragedy. But out there, | believe, in the My inspiration, of course, was the Port Adelaide redevel-
Valley itself, the battle is being won. These people areopment and what Hugh Davies and others had achieved down
serving on the consultative committees; they are in théhere after the Government of the day, through Hugh Hudson,
growers organisations; and they are union members in thead provided them with some carrots to wave around.
packing sheds, and surely they will not let continuing andBowden-Brompton, which became the theme of the mid-
future members of this place forget the challenge that th&980s, is not Port Adelaide. It has a character all its own, yet
Murray will be in the next two decades. the measures adopted after 1982 have clearly worked. | direct

In some ways, itis a little like the Adelaide Parklands. If members’ attention to the recently published ABS Social
one likes to look at the statute book, one finds little thatAtlas of Adelaide. This shows the area bounded by South
guarantees that the parklands will remain in something lik&koad, Torrens Road, the parklands and Port Road coloured
their present condition. The guarantee is out there in theed, that is, with positive growth rates above 10 per cent in
hearts and minds of ordinary South Australians and, oome census collection districts. | can recall looking at
course, it filters into here through their elected representasimilar figures in the early 1980s and visualising the local
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government area of Hindmarsh, which includes all thosend family and community services portfolios. The debate on
areas, disappearing off the map as a residential optiofealth continues, of course, to be dominated by arguments
Certainly, we have been able to turn around that demographabout health insurance, and that is unfortunate, because there
erosion, and Bowden-Brompton is now very much an area ahould be a national consensus to the effect that no-one
growth, as that map indicates. should be pauperised by ill health. But there are those who
More important than numbers is lifestyle, infrastructurewould want to move us toward the American system, which
and community. To the sceptics, | say, ‘Go down there andoes just that. The problem with the debate, of course, is that
look around. Talk to people and see how much the area hais diverts us from more important things. It brings an
revived; how much the social fabric, as well as the physicahicrimonious element to an area which is, above all, | believe,
fabric, has been renewed in that area by that programcharacterised by something that is important above all else,
However, the same map shows that there is a challenge sowghmething to which | referred earlier in my speech.
of Port Road through Thebarton and Mile End where | refer to compassion. That is what | learned from more
depopulation continues. No red colours there—some blue aritian three years in those portfolios: people still do care.
some very deep blue on that same map. | note that there abespite my criticism earlier of the apparent hard-edged, often
plans for the area and that those plans are being developedsaemingly soulless economic debates that the press character-
consultation with the local people and with local governmentises as all that actually happens in the political field, out there
I also note that a good deal of this is being taken up under thgeople do care and they do not just talk, they act. They care
aegis of the Commonwealth Government's Better Citiesor aged and often demented relatives; for children with
program, and the Mile End development is one that | findphysical and/or intellectual disabilities. They serve on
particularly exciting. In future years, on the lesser occasionlospital auxiliaries or work hard to raise funds for research
when | come into town, | will almost certainly be driving up into cardiovascular disease, cancer or multiple sclerosis and
Burbridge Road to have a look at the continuing developmerda host of other auto-immune disorders.
on that site. They give blood. They are nurses, surgeons and physicians
Of course, | represent an outer suburban area, so mip our public hospitals. In the allied field of family and
interest in the inner suburbs is perhaps seen by some asmmunity services they are people who foster, often seeking
quixotic, but the better use of inner urban space must help thie love children who on the outside seem very unlovely. They
outer suburbs, taking off some of the pressure as it were-work in various shelters. They seek to help victims on the
buying time. Of course, an enormous amount of effortstreet, in Adelaide’s squares, down at the Port or out in
human and material, has been put into the fringe, be it in th&lizabeth. Out in the bush, they help people on the farms
north at Golden Grove and Munno Para or in the south atome to terms with debt, drought and flood. That, | believe,
Woodcroft and Seaford Rise. Long gone are the days wheiie a precious resource in our community, one to which we are
new subdivisions meant merely the building of houses irso close that often we ignore it.
muddy paddocks. Yet, they could return. As on the Murray, Yet, far more than does economics, it is this sort of thing
we know what to do. We have the structures in place, but ththat marks our society off from many other sorts of societies.
political will must, of course, be maintained. In the next few years | guess | will play some small part in
A flight from government, an erosion of the responsibili- that approach, but it will be left to those in this place to
ties of the public sector, would be one of those ways in whictensure that the climate remains conducive to the continuation
we could return to the bad old days where a subdivisiorof a compassionate society rather than one where, in all
meant some wooden stakes in the ground and you went dfiiings, we dance to the tune of the cash register. There are
and flogged those blocks. That would also be another one afiany countries around the world where blood is obtained for
these tragedies. | do not believe it will happen; | do notsurgical uses in the community by purchase; where the
believe people in here will want it to happen; and | do notlifeguard is paid a salary to do his or her job; where so many
believe people outside will allow them to let it happen. Butof the things that happen in our community, because of the
I just sound this warning: it would be one of the conse-compassion displayed by ordinary men and women, must be
guences of a drastic flight from government responsibilitybought and sold.
areturn to a largely private enterprise economy. Of course, | take no issue with the whole question of
As we progress through a parliamentary career, | contendalaried and wage labour. Indeed, | wish there were more of
we are not being selfish if we add to our stock of spiritual andt but, at the same time, it is important that we see the
intellectual resources. It makes us more capable people, moemormous amount of goodwill that is in our community as
interesting people, more compassionate people, people wligsued through the voluntary sector and the work that is done.
are better equipped to serve the community and bettdrinvite members to consider the cost to the community if the
parliamentarians. If we are purely political animals, | believeCountry Fire Service became a fully paid service. There are
that, in a sense, that is all we are—merely political animalspeople in the community who have been so foolish and,
and poor parliamentarians at that. indeed, may | say dishonest, as to suggest that there is some
If | have learned nothing in all these years, | guess | ansort of secret agenda on the part of the Labor Party to fully
a pretty dull fellow, and this is not the time to spell out all the professionalise groups such as the CFS. We would not be so
lessons of six years in education, seven in environment arfdolish, for the reasons | have indicated, not only because of
planning, more than three in health, and various periods dhe financial cost to the whole community but also the human
lands, community welfare, development and mines, housingost in losing the opportunity for that area of the expression
water resources, emergency services, Chief Secretary anficompassion.
even immigration, for a short time. There probably never will  Of course, in some ways | am arguing in too hard-edged
be a time. Much of it would be of only marginal interest to a sort of way, because within the whole area of salaried and
most people and, if | fear anything, | fear being a bore.  wage labour there is also the opportunity for people, as it is
But | cannot conclude without sharing with members thatso often expressed, to go the second mile; to do more than is
which | have taken away with me from my years in the healttpurely required of them in their job description. This is



Wednesday 4 August 1993 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 61

something else that | believe is a precious resource, one gmined very much if all we do with this Utopia is to tune in
which we have to hold. | guess one of the reasons why | wat RoseannandHard Copy?
fairly strident earlier in my remarks about the criticisms of ~ For goodness sake, | am not an intellectual or a cultural
the Public Service is that | know from my many years as asnob, my preferred music having impeccably proletarian
Minister the amount of additional unpaid work that is oftenorigins, but it seems we have a long way to go if we are to
undertaken, particularly by our senior public servants, in thgenerate a community where all people can discourse
interests of good Government and of the people of this Statsensibly and knowledgeably about Beethoven, Descartes,
It hurts me that, despite all that, they can be so often categolarx, Bougainville, Augustine or indeed tis&cond Law of
ised and stigmatised in the way they are. Thermodynamic®©ur learning must indeed be broadened and
| want to turn to one more theme before | close. Ourdeepened. | want to quote Scripture, which is not often done
society, of course, has a considerable way to go in addressimghere, and | think members may see why | wantto do it in
the various economic and social problems we see around ysist a moment: in lTimothywe are warned—and | use the
As | said earlier, | know from direct observation of similar marvellous language of the King James version, if only to
societies overseas that we are no different from thoskeep the member for Ross Smith happy—against ‘profane
societies in that respect. The old ideals of liberty, equality an@nd vain babblings’. Is that not just the sort of thing that
fraternity are still worth fighting for, and | believe there are perhaps should be on the entrance to this place, not only the
areas where we need to look at the further expansion autside but the entrance to this Chamber and another place?
human liberty; where we need to ensure that there is suffiSave us from profane and vain babblings!
cient equality between people, that real community can exist; Of course, as is the way with Scripture, the writer suggests
and where there are fraternal relations between peoplépw we might avoid these profane and vain babblings. In the
irrespective of their background. previous verse he says ‘Study to show thyself approved’, and
We do have a relatively harmonious society. Somebodyere, of course, | pause, because the question is: approved to
once said that one of the things that categorised Australianghom or what? Scripture, of course, has its answer with
has been their extreme reluctance to shoot each other. Thathich in a secular society not everyone will agree. If people
of course, is true. We have been fortunate to avoid civil watdo not want it to go on and say, ‘To God’, | am quite happy
and, for the most part, what used to be called, in rather olébr them, from their own spiritual or secular standpoint, to
fashioned terms, civil tumult. The one or two so-calledsay, ‘To your fellow men and women; to your fellow
rebellions that have occurred on our soil over the years hawereatures’. Then, to go on, ‘a worker (I use inclusive
really, when you look at them, been a bit of a joke comparedanguage there which Scripture does not) that needeth not be
with what countries overseas have had to put up with. Thadishamed rightly dividing the word of truth’.
has probably meant that in some ways we have been a It seems to me that that is something that parliamentarians
country without a past; that we have to entertain our youngshould take on board—that we do need to study; we need to
sters in schools with stories about the early explorers becaude workers who are not ashamed, rightly dividing the word
it is difficult to find other sorts of heroic figures, because, inof truth, because of the study that we have undertaken so that
the conventional sense of history, heroic figures are throwwe will not be involved in ‘profane and vain babblings’.
up by rebellion, tumult, war and that sort of thing. Elsewhere in Scripture someone, of course, asked the
To the extent that we may be a nation and a countryjuestion ‘What is truth?’ and | believe too many people have
without a past, that is a good thing, because it is an index aftopped asking that question. | think if this place in future
just how peace loving we have been, and how much we hawgears is prepared to assist the search for an answer, or a series
been able to get on with each other. Since the war, of coursef answers—be it in seminaries, laboratories, libraries, in
we have seen this enormous social experiment of the mixinpalls of learning or in the field—it would have gone a long
of people from all sorts of backgrounds: initially from way towards justifying its existence.
northern Europe, then from the Mediterranean countries, | picked up an article in thAgeover the weekend—and,
particularly from the British Isles and, more recently, from again, while talking about cultural snobbery, let me say | in
all over the world, particularly from South-East Asia, the fact bought that copy of th&gein order to get the full footy
refugees from political persecution in South America, fromstats from the AFL—and thége always has some very
the Pacific nations and other such places. interesting articles in it. | will not give the overall context of
Compared with any other country that has been a meltinghe article | read, because it would somewhat distort what |
pot, we have probably got it more correct or less wrong thamam trying to put across. It was written by one Paul Ormonde,
most of those other nations. We have been fortunate in beingho talks about his disenchantment with the sort of institu-
able to avoid ethnic and multicultural violence despite theional religion from which he came, and to that extent, of
very great multicultural mix that our society now representscourse, | cannot make common cause with him. This is what
We have come some considerable way in that respect but, &g said, and | think it is interesting:
I say, with the other developed nations we still have away to - roqay | play no active part in the institutional church. Among
go. We have not yet learned how we can run an economyome of my relatives and closest friends are many who do. . . Inre-
where we have minimal unemployment and minimal inflationevaluating my position, belief ceased to be a useful word.
at the same time. Nobody has. He then goes on to say something which I find very interest-
Itis one of the great weaknesses of the modern capitalighg, indeed, because he says:
system, ameliorated as it has been in most civilised countries | .4y 4 deep sense of meaningful mystery: that life cannot be
by considerable Government intervention in that economyto paraphrase Macbeth) an idiot tale, that our creative intelligence,
What | want to contend is this: even if we had got it right; our sense of beauty and ugliness, of good and evil, our capacity to
even if we had a society in which all were equal before thect far beyond self-interest—these characteristics amount to more

: : - L than just an interesting aspect of psychobiology. | ponder with an
law in practice as well as in theory; if all were comfortably awareness of mystery beyond intellectual reach but sometimes

well off; if crime rates were very low and all people had aknowable in moments of joy, crisis or intuitive enlightenment. It is,
very well developed social conscience; would we have really suspect, what Manning Clark called his ‘moments of grace’.
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Why do | conclude by raising this perhaps obscure part of as the outrageous allegations made by the Leader of the
newspaper article? It is because some of the problems @pposition yesterday, and | will come to that shortly. First,
which | referred earlier relate to the abandonment of absahough, let me advert to the Address in Reply itself and
lutes on the part of our society and societies very much lik@articularly in reference to the two former members whom
it. Ifindeed, in the words of Macbeth, our lives are a tale toldwe honoured yesterday because they are no longer with us.
by an idiot, signifying nothing—if we are purely cosmic | was able on that occasion to pay tribute to and indicate my
accidents—it seems to me that moral relativity is somethingery high regard and respect for Sir Condor Laucke. | did not
that goes without saying. If there are no absolutes in thagbarticipate in the encomiums to the Hon. Hugh Hudson, but
which is fundamental, it is very difficult to argue for abso- would like to refer briefly to that gentleman now.

lutes in relation to moral and ethical values, except that which  Obviously, | would strongly endorse all that was said
is necessary purely for the survival of a society. Thatyesterday. The Hon. Hugh Hudson was an inspiring figure.
becomes a lowest common denominator. It becomes, ‘Okaytook a very active part in his successful election campaign
we will accept the general rules but we will get away within 1965 for the seat of Glenelg, in which his victory there,
whatever we can.’ So, there can be a spiralling downwardgogether with that of Mrs Molly Byrne—who, incidentally,

| speak from no ultra-conservative moral position in thisdefeated Sir Condor Laucke, an interesting historical link—
matter—indeed, through my vote in this place over the pastnabled the Walsh Government to come to office and,
years | have been associated largely with many of the reforngerhaps with some degree of surprise and trepidation, find
of legislation with which many conservatives in the widerthemselves on the Government benches for the first time in
community take issue—nevertheless | would contend tha®3 years. Hugh was inspirational during that campaign; he
part of the problem that we have is that in many respects inddressed the issues—the most notable of which was the way
spiritual and ethical terms we now have a rootless societyin which the boundaries had been so disgracefully rorted—
one where people see no basis for values. If many people cavith gusto and with great credibility, based on his academic
no longer share my—heterodox though they be—beliefs iualifications and his good touch with ordinary people and
that which is ultimate, it seems to me that maybe they can dtis interest in the pursuits of the flesh in the form of gambling
least go as far as Mr Ormonde in relation to his belief thaind things of this nature with which he could relate to people
there is meaning, there is meaningful mystery in the universayhile using his intellect on those broader and higher issues
life is not an idiot tale, that life has meaning and we canof Government.
indeed perceive this meaning which exists in the universe. Hugh Hudson on that occasion defeated Sir Baden

The importance of holding at least to that minimal positionPattinson, the long-term Education Minister in the Playford
is that it allows for absolutes again to flow; it allows for there Government. It was a shock defeat, and ironic that Sir Baden
to be ‘oughts’ in our prescriptions in the way in which people(who had presided over a system that was under incredible
should behave. That which we do in here, of course, castrain and totally under-resourced and regarded as perhaps the
never do more than generally reflect that which is seen aost disadvantaged in Australia) was defeated by a man who,
reasonable in the community. So, if the ‘oughts’ are removeé few years later, became one of the most active and visionary
from community values, there is a sense in which, except ifeducation Ministers in Australia and whose whole career up
the purely brutal police and courts sense, the ‘oughts’ can bi@ his death was involved in those great issues of education.
removed from the legislation which exists in here. To the | recall speaking at one stage in the 1970s, following Hugh
extent that | can attempt to come to any analysis of thédudson’s occupancy of the Education Ministry, on a national
problems that face our sort of society, that is as | see it, andommittee of which | was a member, to the then Director-

I commend to members not simply an absorption with theGeneral of Education in Queensland, and | was (perhaps a
trivial, day-to-day matters of legislation which passes thidittle unwisely) drawing certain invidious comparisons
way and the pressures within the electoral office, clear thoughetween our education system—the reforms in progress and
they may be, but an opportunity from time to time to stepthe resources—and that of Queensland. This gentleman
back, to look at a broader picture and to apply the lessons distened to me for a little while and then said, ‘That might be
that broader picture to the way in which they continue toright; you might be talking about the past two or three years,
carry out their parliamentary duties. | conclude by wishingbut don’t you remember?’ Then he reeled off the names of
all members well in the continuation of that quest. some of the administrators and Ministers, particularly Sir
Baden, who had been operating in this situation of scarcity

The Hon. J.C. BANNON (Ross Smith):l am very happy of resources and total immobility of policy through that
to second the motion of Address in Reply that has beeperiod.
moved by my very good colleague and friend, the member for Hugh Hudson did some great things for this State, and he
Baudin. It is most appropriate that that member has spokedid some important things in Canberra following his defeat
in moving this motion, and | will refer to him in a moment. in 1979. He could well have been Premier of this State;
I might say incidentally that participating in this way in this indeed, it was touch and go, as was recounted at one stage.
debate from the Government’s side is something in which It would have been interesting to see what would have
am well out of practice. In fact, | moved the Address in Replyhappened if different decisions had been made at the time, but
on 3 November 1977. | spoke to the Address in Reply on Zairly pointless, and not the sort of exercise in which Hugh
August 1978, 15 years ago last Monday, and that is the lastimself would have wished to indulge. He got on with the rest
time | have been in this position in relation to this debate. Sopf his life very productively indeed, and | would like to
the House could well forgive me for perhaps being a littlerecord my commiserations, as | have done personally and
rusty in terms of the procedures and precedents of the debat#irectly to Ainslie and his family.

However, | welcome it because there are a number of In a quite different vein, and certainly unconnected to my
topics with which | wish to deal; some more deep-seated ancemarks about Hugh Hudson, let me refer to the member for
longer term—the sorts of issues that my colleague haBaudin. | say ‘in a quite different vein’, because | do not want
raised—and others that are immediately contemporary, sugtito sound like | am addressing some sort of political funeral,
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but I do think it is appropriate, as the member for Baudinhim. He began warming up with mines and development
moved this motion and having spoken with his usual lucidityunder the aegis of Don Dunstan, and then he had the daunting
and depth, to make some reference to the honourable membask of picking up from Hugh Hudson and making his own
who will be retiring at the next election. mark on education in a changing climate with a former

Of course, it was appropriate that his speech did not jus¥linister, it has to be said, who probably wanted to make sure
concern nuts and bolts and contemporary issues, of which hkat things did not change too much while he was trying to
has a strong grasp, but also moved into a more spiritual anzbncentrate on other things. In that area Hugh was not totally
philosophical vein, a quality which | think we would all have successful because as Minister of Education Don Hopgood
to agree is much lacking in politics and in the community,certainly made his mark.
too. | was intrigued by his reference to ‘oughts’. | presume He then went through a shadow ministry period and back
he meant ‘oughts’ rather than ‘orts’, which is the word usednto Government where environment and planning initiatives
for leftovers or scraps. Indeed, when he began | thought thamndertaken in this State were leaders in that area. While we
is what he did mean and | wondered what had happened geem to be immersed and immobilised at the moment in any
his analysis, but his context quickly reassured me. Theetrospective sense in the financial problems and the State
member for Baudin is the longest serving member on thiBank issue, as perspective returns we will see standing out
side of the House. He is the last here on this side of the schoalnumber of key areas of major achievement, and there is no
of 1970, that vigorous band of new members who occupieduestion that environment and development was one of those
the Government benches through most of that decade, andiader Don Hopgood. Emergency services and other portfolios
number of whom carried on into the decade after. were undertaken by him as well.

On the other side, of course, there was also a phalanx of It was fitting that he concluded his ministerial term in
new members who occupied mostly the Opposition benchdsealth and family and community services, where his
with some distinction from that year, and somewhat more oparticular style of humanity, of personal touch and experience
them are still here with us today than we have on our sidecould be brought to bear in a system that had been under
The member for Baudin has a reputation as a fine locafemendous stress and had certainly been subject to radical
member who immerses himself in his community. He forsoolchanges of all kinds by a Minister in the form of John
his old territory of Prospect, although not his football teamCornwall who was a progressive and who shook it up and
in so doing. It is interesting to speculate that he could welinitiated a number of things. It probably needed a period of
have been the member representing the Prospect area; indeeahsolidation and calm, particularly in a difficult financial
he could have occupied the seat | hold based on his geenvironment. Don Hopgood was the perfect person to steer
graphical, family and other connections, if the timing hadit through that period and, while health is an easy sitting duck
been slightly different. for criticism, because people find it hard to be objective about

At the time he was ready, willing and able to tackle athe health system and they certainly do not extrapolate their
parliamentary challenge my seat was held quite firmly byexperience to what the situation is in other parts of Australia
Jack Jennings, and it looked as if Jack was going to be the even the world, Don left that portfolio in good shape
for a good long time to come. The opportunity arose for Dorindeed and his successor is continuing in that fine tradition.
to be the representative of the new burgeoning southern area, | found it a privilege to serve with Don Hopgood. For the
and he took to that with gusto and he, Rae and their familyperiod that he was my deputy he did all those things that one
have been part of that community and have seen it throughsks of a deputy. One of the most crucial being that, when
its development phases. In fact, they are a representatithings get pretty tough and you just need to not necessarily
demographic group, which is very appropriate for the locatake advice but have someone to talk to, he was available and
member: as the electorate has got older, very gracefulljis counsel and calmness—unique in a politician—was
indeed the honourable member has got older, but you wouldlways available. Some people call it being laid back. Laid
not know it looking at him and looking at his earlier pictures.back implies that you let things drift and you do not care.
His family attended the local schools and have grown up andihat has never been the way Don Hopgood has behaved.
moved on in their lives. What he has done has been to remain calm in the face of

This has been reflected by the whole cohort of people whexcitement and try to address problems in a rational and
have shared with the honourable member the building of thatequential way, and he will certainly be missed from the
community. They were fortunate to have him. It wasParliament and Government of this State. As | say, it is a
fortunate for him, too, that he was in Government for theprivilege to have known and worked with him.
majority of the period that he was in Parliament. For a Labor | would like to turn to the disgraceful attack that was
member up until that time it would have been most unusudiunched yesterday under the guise of question and then
and, in any other span of time, perhaps a brief three years ébllowed up by a grievance by the Leader of the Opposition.
ministerial office would be about all that the honourableWhy disgraceful? The issue that he raised is perfectly
member could have hoped to expect in a 20 year career. Bppropriate and legitimate and we have heard a lot of it, but
fact, it was only a period of some three years that he was ndt was the reckless way in which he put together a series of
a member of Government, and it was only the first three yearsircumstances and, | would suggest, distorted documentation
when he sat on the back benches. to provide the opportunity for him to make an allegation, the

So, the member for Baudin has had an extraordinarilydrama of which he knew full well would get him a big media
distinguished career, being one of the longest servingeadline and prominence in the electronics, as indeed it did.
Ministers in a State sense; certainly the longest servingut it was reckless and irresponsible because he was taking
Minister who has been a member of the Labor Party. Thehis whole debate about the bank and responsibility for the
ministries he occupied indicate his versatility, his intellectuaproblems in this area beyond what | think has been the proper
grasp of the range of issues that Government has to deal wittnd reasonable parameters that we have had to date.
and his capabilities as an administrator. The biggest and The allegation of conspiracies, and criminal conspiracies
toughest departments and challenges have been thrown dbthat, is probably one of the gravest allegations that can be
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made. Today the Premier challenged the Leader of thproceedings can be taken, and that is the process that is under
Opposition to explain just in what way he could justify that. way at the moment. All those steps are ignored by the Leader
If it is a reference to the reports that have been published araf the Opposition.
the evidence that has come forward, there is no way that that Thirdly, he ignores the fact that the Auditor-General has
can be done and | suspect that the Leader of the Oppositi@pent two years in coming to those conclusions and has had
knows that, but that did not deter him, and the pity of himan enormous amount of resources—all sorts of expertise,
taking that position | will come to in just a moment. In my access to documents and material—that were simply not in
view it was a situation where—indeed, it is what they say inthe public purview or not understood at the time that the
criminal parlance—one is framed or fitted. In other words honourable member claims | was involved in some sort of
the evidence is put together in such a way as to create @iminal conspiracy. It is an outrageous suggestion. Indeed,
circumstantial presumption of guilt and consequence whichwould say that, the more we hear these reports—the second
is then used against an individual unfairly, recklessly andeport of the royal commission, the first round of reports of
falsely, and that was the situation yesterday. the Auditor-General and the second set of reports of the
Why would | say that? The reason is that, if we look at theAuditor-General—the more surely it can be understood that
way the Leader has approached this issue, we see that, firthe Government, and the Treasurer in particular, was in an
he takes the Auditor-General’'s recommendations. Incidentaklmost impossible position in terms of understanding what
ly, that is a report that has been out now for a month or so anwas going on and whether and in what way the problems had
it is interesting that this issue was not raised until the first dagmerged. So, rather than prove, as the Leader of the Opposi-
of Parliament; it was not mentioned, not hinted at and notion seeks to do, that this implies some kind of before the
talked about. If this was so important, so grave and s@vent conspiracy, | would have thought totally the opposite
fundamental, one would have thought we would have heardas established by those reports, but that is ignored and that
about it before we were able to hear about it with the dramés swept aside.
of the cameras and the opening day and all the other para- Fourthly, he interprets the situation of July 1990 in terms
phernalia. of that information. It is as if all that information was
So he takes that report which, incidentally, does not in angomehow available and understood at that time. Of course it
kind of complete way say, ‘These allegations will beWwas not, otherwise there would have been no need for the
sustained through the criminal proceeding.’ In other wordsAuditor-General to spend so long and to use such large expert
the Auditor-General’s recommendation of further investigare€sources to make the findings that he has made.
tion is treated by the honourable member as a conviction. It Next, he treats the statements, which the Chairman made
is certainly true that in relation to that particular matter of thednd which are referred to by the Royal Commissioner, about
Victorian property deal—the Jolen Court Project, as it isPossibility and what would appear to be—and they are words
termed—at page 27.80 of Volume 13 of his report thethat were used—as if they were facts, as if they were facts
Auditor-General does say that there was a potential foPeyond doubt. That is nonsense. Certainly, the Chairman
conflict of interest. At page 27.82 he found that the execteferred to the possibility that there could be criminal or other
utives indeed acted in a manner that would lead him to reportnatters involved and my response, as my evidence to the
on the basis of the evidence, that the involvement of thes&@yal commission shows, was instantly to say, ‘If that is so,
executives amounted to a conflict of interest or breach ofleal with it. Get these matters into the purview of the courts

fiduciary duty and therefore illegal or improper conduct. Heand make sure that justice is done.” Of course, that did not
states: happen, because the conclusion of the Chairman and the

board at the time of the separation of Baker and Reichert,

] ) ) when they left Beneficial Finance (and whether they were
He does not there convict them. The Auditor-General is veryismissed, retired or resigned), is somewhat murky and

careful to explain what he means when he makes his varioygpatable in technical terms.

recommendations. There is a further stage to be gone through, The fact is that at that point they had not concluded that
but that is irrelevant to the Leader of the Opposition. Thenere were these criminal activities. Indeed, they told me that
conviction has taken place as far as he is concerned, and fifay did not think there was substance in it and there was no
attempts to use the Auditor-General's conclusion andyay that it could be pursued. However, there was always the
r.ecommendatlonlas the final word. So, that is the start of thSossibiIity that it might be further down the track, and it
fit-up, of the framing. would have been totally irresponsible for me or anybody in
Secondly, itis interesting that only one matter is referredhat circumstance to put those matters into the public domain
to there. The Leader of the Opposition implies or suggests ifh the way in which the Leader of the Opposition suggests.
the way in which he phrases his question and his speech that That is nothing to do with conspiracy to cover up. On the
the Auditor-General found broadly in this area. | refer to pageontrary, it is to try to ensure that, when and if matters can be
27.78 where, in relation to the matter of loans to executivesgstablished and people are to be brought to justice, they can
the Auditor-General states: be so brought without the prejudice that might have occurred
I have concluded that, although there were some irregularities iff these things had been put into the public domain. That is
the administration of the provision of loans to executives ofa heavy responsibility on all of us as members of Parliament.
Beneficial Finance, the matter does not attract any adverse flndlngwhen we come into possession of information, we have to
It was in that broad area that the suggestions were being matiave regard to that.
back in 1990 that the Leader of the Opposition treats as But the Leader of the Opposition disregards that totally.
definitive information to the Government and definitive He suggests a finding by the Commissioner that in fact is not
information of misdemeanour and criminal activity. So thethere. The Commissioner’s words have already been put on
Auditor-General is careful in what he says; he is careful in highe record. It is significant that they were not put on the
gualifications; he is judicious in his approach; and herecord by the honourable member and do not make a finding
suggests that further investigation is necessary befor@ relation to the information that | was provided with at all.

I recommend the matter should be further investigated.
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The Commissioner does refer to the fact that the words | useduck and weave, but it will not be acceptable to the electorate
in this House were the words that the board used in explaimef South Australia.
ing the circumstances of Baker and Reichert’s severance with The Leader of the Opposition is focusing on me as a
Beneficial Finance. former Premier. It is extraordinary. If he wants to do that,
Then there was the question | was asked. He ignores thatell and good. | will debate with him anywhere. | will go on
question. The question was,'What explanations has htglevision with him. Indeed, | will invite him out to some
received?’ That was the explanation | received; that was thafternoon teas and meetings in the electorate of Ross Smith.
current state of play; and that was what was put before thele can come to the senior citizens’ clubs, and so on, and join
House. It was accurate and it was honest, and to say othgne door knocking, if he likes, and we will pick up some
wise is a complete calumny. opinions on the doorstep. | shall be delighted because, the
I think | have traced through sufficiently the causal chainmore time he spends there, the more irrelevant he will
that the Leader has used, distorting it sometimes subtip€come in terms of the job that he is meant to be doing, and
sometimes blatantly at each point to try to lead to the'e Will allow the Premier of South Australia to get on with
allegation that he wishes to make. It ignores the evidencdhe real job of rebuilding this State—implementing his
which he should be well aware of, because there was a QQOIlCles and presenting them to the people of South Australia.

from the Opposition there probing, pushing and trying to putl hat is what the Leader of the Opposition is implying; that
the worst possible representation on anything I, in particula#s What he looks for as he concentrates on this area instead of

said or did. So | do not see any— telling us what he will do and where he will do it. It was a
Mr Quirke interjecting: disgraceful performance, unworthy of any Leader of the

The Hon. J.C. BANNON: Yes, where has he gone? | Opposition who aspires to be Premier of this State.

. : I hope that the Leader of the Opposition has exposed
gather he has now been nominated as a leading memberﬁfmself suitably. When the excitement dies down, when the

the team for the Legislative Council. Be that as it may, tha ncentration goes on a lot more and we see the real contrast
representation was there and none of that was adduced at -h ng ; LO=h
Wwill unequivocally show that he is no emperor, not even in

time, but he has access to it and he ought to look at it agaii le—he certainlv has no clothes—and he has nothing to
before he makes this reckless application. y 9

offer the people of South Australia. Meanwhile, the Premier,

f | d h b ite shocked b terd e,trhe true leader of this State, will be able to present those
of people would have been quite Shocked by yester ay%ilicies that will restore and revive South Australia. They are

performance, most of them being those who have sponsored e \yay, There are good indicators and they will be talked
or supported the Leader of the Opposition into his currenf, They might not be widely reported, but they are there

position, those who, to head off the member for Kavel as he 4 heople in the community are understanding them. vet the
came galloping back from Canberra, cobbled together a deq ager gf the Opposition t()j/istracts from the%ssue ’ir): this
that put the Leader of the Opposition back into the Stat utrageous way.

Parliament of South Australia after his enforced seven-year 4 AcTING SPEAKER (Mr Blacker): Order! The
absence. | think they would be very worried indeed abOUthiﬁonourable member's time has expired ' The mémber for
behaviour and the way in which he is using tactics such aRewland '

this. '

The question yesterday was not about the future; it was not Mrs KOTZ (Newland): First, | should like to extend my
about the great issues that confront us; it was not grapplingondolences to Lady Laucke and family members of the late
with policies and with what the Government is seeking to dosjr Condor Laucke, an outstanding South Australian who

and what the Opposition’s alternative might be; it was nokerved this State and its people well during his long and
because there is not such an alternative and there are not sufibtinguished career.

greatissues: it was media driven in the sense that the Leader | should also like to record the recent death of a South
wanted to make a splash and to accuse a member of Parligustralian woman whom | greatly admired. | admired her for
ment, particularly a former Premier, of being some sort oher fighting spirit and her tenacity in the face of all and any
criminal, because it was bound to get publicity. That is whakdversity. | refer to Jessie Taylor, aged 73, who died in recent
itwas about. Itis totally unworthy of somebody who would weeks. Jessie Taylor believed in justice and a fair go for all.
pretend to be the Premier-in-waiting of this State, and hi$he would not hesitate to take on any issue of injustice and
supporters must be very worried indeed. speak out on behalf of her beloved community. She battled
It was interestingly noted in the colour piece this morningfor both the elderly and the young. It is with considerable
by the journalist, Tony Baker, that one of the big issues of th@adness that | record her passing and extend my sympathy to
day, the South Australian Brewing situation, was not everher family and friends. It is also with respect that | offer my
brought up until late in Question Time. That issue was lefsympathy to the family of Mrs Cathy Watkins, whose
hanging. Indeed, it was not even brought up by an Oppositioantimely death was notified to this House today.
member: it was brought up by my colleague the member for The Address in Reply debate gives a member of Parlia-
Peake. He was the one who raised the matter and asked abewént the opportunity to address a range of concerns or
it. That is an indication of the priority that is placed on eventsmatters which one may not ordinarily address. Therefore, |
in this State by the Opposition. choose to address a matter that has a specific impact upon the
The Leader of the Opposition is dwelling on the past. Heneeds of a majority in my electorate and, if time permits, |
is hoping that he can keep raising the past, keep looking bacljish to address a further area which | consider to be of
keep talking about things that have happened, not what ®xtreme concern to all South Australians.
being done about them, and that somehow that will distract The Government has allocated $12.21 million to a back-
attention from the outrageous proposals that he, in secret, hasschool grants scheme to assist schools with essential
in store for this State if he ever gets the chance to do so. thaintenance and minor works problems. Some $12.2 million
might be comfortable for him to do that, it might help him to has already been allocated, with almost $9.9 million having
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been allocated to Labor or Independent Labor held electotaxpayers of this State, and how does that allocation of funds
ates. Only $2.3 million has gone into non-Labor held seatgelate to equity and social justice?
There would appear to be a considerable disparity in the The majority of my schools have, on average, 30 per cent
distribution of the available maintenance dollars into schoobf students who are receiving Government assistance through
systems across the State. In fact, the total funding distributettie school card scheme. One of those schools has as high as
into the 12 non-government held electorates is equivalent t66 per cent of students receiving assistance. All of those
the amount that was allocated to one Government held seazhools have doubled the number of students receiving
Napier, which received $2.3 million of that total allocation. Government assistance in the past year. If this Government
The sum of $2.3 million was spread across 11 Liberahnd its Ministers were at all genuine in their support for
seats and the one National Party seat held by you, Sir. Napierquity and social justice, the allocation of those much needed
with its $2.3 million windfall, is currently held by the retiring school maintenance funds would not be determined by the
member for Napier who, according to newspaper reports ovesoting intentions of electors in Labor held electorates
recent months, would appear to believe that he holds thapecifically to shore up a failing Government's pathetic
Labor stronghold in trust for the duly pre-selected Laborattempts to hold on to the reins of government.
candidate, not for any Independent Labor pretender to the | consider this a deplorable exercise which, again, is at the
seat, such as the present member for Hartley, which receivekpense of not only the taxpayers of this State but the
only $40 000 from the grants scheme. However, | do not wanthildren of those taxpayers, who are the students in the
to dwell on and be distracted by Labor Party factional in-schools that are being denied access to a fund of money
fighting other than to predict that, if $2.3 million was found designated to provide maintenance for the safety, the well-
for allocation into this seat prior to the election, it will be being, and the needs of the children of this State—denied
most interesting to see what further taxpayer dollars arbecause the Labor Government is again playing the games
nominated to be fed into the seat during the election camwhich it initiated pre-election 1989 and which it has attempt-
paign. ed to resurrect pre-election 1993 (or possibly 1994)—playing
Equity and social justice have been the catchcry of Labothe games that saw this Government in 1989, to quote the
policy for as long as | can remember. | am sure that we alRoyal Commissioner, ‘surreptitiously’ use $2 million of
agree with the principles of equity and social justice, and taxpayers money to falsely hold down State Bank interest
therefore have no hesitation in supporting the Government irates, purely to gain political advantage in their puerile bid to
those aims. However, | do ask where is the equity and socialin the votes necessary to stay in Government.
justice in the area of allocation to State schools of a much Ofthe 10 schools in my electorate not one has ever heard
needed maintenance and repair grant. The Education Ministef the grant scheme, nor received information on how to
has been most considerate towards her Labor Governmeapply. A further school which will come under the responsi-
colleagues in the distribution of these grants. In fact, ondility of the electorate of Newland at the next election has the
could say that the Minister of Education has been mossame story to tell as the other 10. Interestingly, that school is
generous. Starting with the Minister’s own electorate and heturrently the responsibility of Minister Klunder, the member
new intended electorate of Reynell, the Minister’s allocatiorfor Todd, whose electorate was the recipient of $100 000, but
totalled $470 000 into that seat from the maintenance granhot one cent of that $100 000 was allocated to that particular
Mr Matthew: To herself. school which will no longer be his responsibility at the next
Mrs KOTZ: To her electorates: the new intendedelection.
electorate and the electorate currently held were the recipients Mr Matthew interjecting:
of $470 000 from that scheme. Mrs KOTZ: Would that indeed be the fact: that there are,
Mr Matthew: That is outrageous. of course, no votes to be had for the Minister out of that area
Mrs KOTZ: Thatis not where it ends. The Minister was at the next election. Would that have anything to do with the
also very generous to the former Premier, the member fdact of the Minister’s lack of interest for that particular school
Ross Smith, whom we have just heard address this House aadd its students? It was only a fortnight ago, when the
who received almost $500 000 into the electorate of Rosparliamentary research service managed to obtain a break
Smith. down of the scheme’s allocated funds, that we finally
Mr Matthew interjecting: discovered why the office of the Minister of Education had
Mrs KOTZ: | presume it is quite a boost for a member been so reluctant in providing the details of this particular
of Parliament whose popularity has been waning and whosscheme.
abilities have been seriously questioned through the royal | would like to refer to the table of amounts provided by
commission’s report and the Auditor-General’s report. | askhe research that was done with information received from the
the Minister: where does equity and social justice reside ifcducation Department. This table gives a break down of the
that half million allocation of taxpayers’ dollars? No doubt amounts of money actually received into the electorates that
we will hear further justifications from the Minister for what | have spoken about. Eleven of the 22 Liberal held seats have
| believe is a totally inequitable placement of funds intonot received one cent of any grant money from this particular
schools that are predominantly in Government Ministersfund. The Premier received into his electorate $720 000 of
electorates and Labor held electorates. that fund. Minister Blevins, the Deputy Premier, received
| also point out that three Labor Government Ministers,$480 000 into his electorate. The Minister of Health, the
whose electorate boundaries almost entirely surround th@ember for Elizabeth, received $330 000 into his electorate.
adjacent boundaries of my electorate of Newland, receive®ne of the Labor backbenchers, the member for Spence,
grants totalling $930 000. However, the 10 schools withirreceived the remarkable amount of $1 000 050 of this
Newland, and the one additional school within the newparticular grant money.
boundary of Newland, did not receive one cent of assistance lItis also interesting to pick out the amount received by the
from that particular grant or from this Government. Now, member for Gilles, who has been redistributed out of a seat
where is the integrity of Government representation to theome the next election—$460 000. If we also consider that
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the redistribution of the seat will now mean that the Ministermoreover, that the situation will remain unchanged for quite some
the member for Florey, will actually stand in part of that seatfime.

the member for Gilles received $460 000 added to the amounthe article has provided a chart, to which it refers in the next
received by the member for Florey of $100 000, making &entence, talking about underemployed and unemployed. It
total of $560 000 that will go into that Labor held electorate.states:

The list is SUbStam'a.l’ amounting to $9.88 m'"'O.n' All the The term ‘underemployed’ represents those part-time workers
electorates surrounding my own—and | would point out thafyho would prefer to work more hours. That represents approxi-
the electorate of Newland is the only Liberal held metropoli-mately one-third of part-time workers, or 635000 persons at
tan seat north of the Torrens; all other seats adjacent to mirkkecember 1992. There is, in addition, a further 10 per cent of those

are Labor held—received $930 000 of that grant without on&onsidered employed (7 750 000 persons) who also are not fully
Utilised. Total part-time workers have increased from 1.46 million

cent coming into the 10 or 11 schools that make up the, 1988 to 1.81 million in 1992, with females outnumbering males
Newland area. in the ratio of approximately three to one. There’s yet another aspect

ini Qi i ia]0f unemployment for the future. Whilst those attending schools have
Itwould appear that the Minister's interpretation of SOCIalincreased between 1988 and 1992 from 683 000 to 705 000 pupils,

ju_stic_e relates tq Labor electorates only. The _Mir!iSte,r’S[hose undertaking tertiary education full time have increased over
criterion to receive grants was based on social justic&he same period from 267 000 to 405 000. These are now—at least
including school card numbers and percentages. | advise tlier a period—in the age group around 21 years, and could represent

Minister of Education that the schools in my area have thig Well-educated and sizeable group who may yet enter the ranks of
year—and | believe | have previously stated this but I put it"émPloyment.
on the record again—doubled the number of student$he statement finishes by saying:

receiving assistance through the school card system, averag- ynemployment is a new form of education for the well-educated.

ing 31 per cent across the board, with one school tripling thﬁ"he most debilitating aspect of unemployment, which cuts at

issue of school cards to 66 per cent of students. the very heart and soul of the unemployed person and rips

Playing the games for pre-election political advantages al, 4y the very vestiges of optimism, is the forced queuing at
the expense of the social justice needs of the children of this 5 otfices to fill out the interminable pieces of paper that

State must surely be held, in the eyes of those who Sti} e the individual to another fortnight of financial
believe in responsible, accountable, representative Goverfiggistance. To lose your job through no fault of your own; to
ment, as totally contemptible. This contemptible attitudetace requced financial circumstances: to explain to your
which permeates Government and which has been identifi

o ) ildren that they may have to miss out on certain sports
so clearly by the royal commission and by the Auditor-pecayse the memberships are now a drain on the household
General, has not abated. It is clearly a matter of the Lab

- . QBudget; to explain to family and friends that entertainment of
Party first and the people of this State a very poor last.  gyen meagre proportions is now a luxury; and then to present
We have only to turn to the statement of proposalsjourself fortnightly to acquire the financial assistance to see
presented by Government at the opening of this session g§burself and your family through another fortnight on bare
Parliament. If this were meant to be the document for changgssentials is a demeaning exercise that eats away at the very
to bring prosperity and optimism back to the State, quiteself esteem of even the most hardened pragmatist.
obviously it falls short of being anything less than recycled | gk the Premier, if he cannot improve the work force
rhetor_ic, the hallmark of this Government, which is I(_Jng ONemployment rates for today’s adults, at least to explain to
rhetoric and very short on substance. The greatest priority fahose adults where he will create jobs for our youth who are
this Government and the next must be the issue of unemployyr future adults. Young people 15 to 19 years old continue
ment, yet this statement does not address that imperatiyg pear the full impact of the harsh economic conditions in
ISSUe. South Australia as the unemployment rate for this group
I believe that unemployment gets a mention three or foutontinues to grow. Forty per cent of young people in this
times, but only in terms of passive or paternalistic commenState in this age range are now unemployed. South Australia
of Government's alleged concerns over unemployment; ihas the highest level of youth unemployment of any State or
does not specifically address initiatives which activelyterritory in Australia. It is much higher than the Australian
decrease our unacceptable unemployment levels. On page®erage of 31 per cent.
there is one positive statement on which | do complimentthe |t is not only South Australia’s business and industry that
Government, and it is as follows: has closed down and crossed the borders into other States
Another training goal, to place 400 young people in traineeshippecause of Government inactivity, but a further loss to South
in the public sector, has been reached. My Government also hasustralia occurs when many of our talented and skilled young
made a commitment to employ at least 100 of those who successfultyeome are forced to leave their families and the State if they
completed the program. want to continue to work. This is another tragic loss for South
On that initiative | do commend the Government, but why hasAustralia, as families are divided and the opportunity for the
it stopped there? There is no mention of further traineeshipState to recover is seriously impaired by the loss of those
or apprenticeship assisted schemes for the coming year. Wesents and those skills. | ask the Premier: why is job creation
this the Government’s only strategy to combat unemploymerdnd the issue of unemployment not a priority of utmost
and does the Government now believe that this minimaimportance to you and your Government?
contribution having been made is actually sufficient? A recent  After 10 years of Labor Government South Australia has
national study looked at the hidden face of unemploymentecord State debt and Government liabilities: liabilities that
and, although the study addresses national figures, thge a massive financial burden equivalent to about $9 000 for
overview is relevant to South Australia. The article in theevery man, woman and child in South Australia. After 10
National Business Bulletistates: years of Labor Government South Australia has record rises
Despite positive economic indicators, there is virtually noin State taxes and charges which have added a further burden
movement in the story of total unemployment. It is possible,to the financial hardships experienced by South Australians.
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Those taxes have been increased on petrol, electricity, watavprds would be appropriate above the entrance to this place.
business, bus, train and tram fares and other essentials. On reflection, | can understand why the honourable member
After 10 years of Labor Government in South Australiawould make those remarks about that quote from the
we have record unemployment, with a monthly average oBcriptures, but | would suggest to the honourable member
more than 60 000 people out of work for the past 10 year#hat, until we see ourselves as others see us, any benefit from
under Labor. As | mentioned, at 40 per cent we have théhat profound offering will be lost.
highest youth unemployment of any State or Territory. | refer ) )
to the past three elections that saw the Labor Government Mr BRINDAL (Hayward): - In supporting the Address in
given the reins of power in South Australia, because it igXeply it would be remiss of me as one of the first speakers
interesting to look at the election slogans that were usefpr Her Majesty’s Opposition in this place if | did not express
during each of those three elections. In 1982 the GovernmefiY continuing loyalty and that of my Party to Her Majesty
went to an election with the slogan, ‘We want South Australigueen Elizabeth Il and her heirs and successors according to

to win.’ | can only suggest that it did not want that badly law. Accordingly I do so. Indeed, it is worth noting that we
enough. In 1985 the election policy speech stated: all serve in this place only because we have taken an oath or
South Australia is up and running with the people behind us. OUP?’“’e affirmed thf”“ we will be falthful an’d bear true alle-
recovery is a reality. It is all coming together. giance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.' | further note that
. the people of South Australia, in concert with other Austra-

; N Vafian States, have bound themselves together, in the words of
all coming apart. For the last election in 1989 the po.l'cythe Constitution, ‘under one Constitution and under the
speech was somewhat longer because we were seeing wn '

increase in the rhetoric that was spoken about so much, an | join all members in expressing my condolences to the

again without conscience. The rhetoric of that policy Speec'fhmilies of the late Sir Condor Laucke and the Hon. Hugh
stated: Hudson
corh 2 e 0 e, e s e xperine he ' This i et ocasin i e hiad e prviee
; g o listen to a speech by South Australia’s Governor at the

most exciting State in our nation in the 1990s. . . . .

xeling nou ' '_ .. opening of a session of Parliament. As such openings are
We all agree that South Australia should be the most excitingglemn and dignified occasions, we have no right to expect
State in our nation in the 1990s, but | doubt that many of ugcintillating wit and repartee, but we have the right to expect
would agree that we have seen anything that resembleg,ch speeches to be a major statement of the Government’s
experience or success from the Labor Government. We haygtent for the forthcoming session. It is a speech which
seen the experiences of disaster, but that does not hedynifies the Government's thrust and intentions for the
promote positive strategies to continue to take the StatBegple of South Australia. At that level | did listen intently
forward. We also know that the Government has not move@ng not believing my ears, read and re-read the speech. Its
forward. It certainly has not taken the State forward. In faCtpages, as my friend and colleague the member for Newland
we appear to have moved backwards to a standstill. has said, contain rhetoric but no substance, no plan and no

~ The people of this State have suffered through naturadirection. It is clearly an apologia for a Government paralysed
disasters with devastating effects over the past 10 yeargnd in decay.

However, none have had such devastating effects as the Frankly, | had expected better of a new Premier—a
unnatural disasters which have been inflicted upon the peopieremier who tells us that he is prepared to shoulder the
of our State by the mostincompetent, the most irresponsiblgyrden and clean up the mess. | had expected better of a
and the most arrogant Labor Government that this State h@'emier and a Government who have so bad|y managed
ever seen. This Government has set one high in the form &outh Australia over the past decade that they should be using
its procrastination. This Government's inactivity in settingthis session as a type of summing up for the defence before
any clear, positive adm|n|strat.|ve; and economic goals for thisupmitting themselves to the judgment of the people of South
State has engendered a similar inactivity across SoutAystralia. But then, as with the electorate of South Australia
Australia into business and IndUStry, financial InVGStmentat |arge, | have too often Judged those opposite rather more
and into all areas of public service. The potential of electiorkindly than they deserve.

and a change of Government has left this Government | jke the curate’s egg, the contribution of the member for

defeated before an election has even been called. Baudin was excellent in parts. His intellect, generosity of
~_An honourable member: Do you want some money on - spirit and thoughtful contributions throughout the years will
it? be missed by all members of this House. Those aspects of his

Mrs KOTZ: | am quite prepared to take on any of the speech which reflected that glittered among the dross, which
Labor members who wish to put their money—not thewas exemplified by such comments as, ‘Our problems are
taxpayers’ money—where their mouths are. The potential afimilar to those being experienced by the rest of the world.’
election and a change of Government has indeed left this how many places have people been governed by a group
Government defeated before an election has even been callebat has literally shredded $3 150 million? | think few, and
and | do not believe that calling on this Government to resignhat type of comment did not do the member for Baudin much
will have any effect on those who govern with arrogance angustice at all.
govern for purely self gratification. After the last election, every member of this House and

| listened to the enlightening speech of the member foindeed every South Australian would clearly recall the then
Baudin earlier in the day. He was quite prolific in his quotesPremier of South Australia, the member for Ross Smith,
from the Scriptures, and | recall his great appreciation of thetating on television that he had received a very clear
line, ‘Save us from profane and vain babblers.” In fact, themessage, and he promised two well-known things—flair and
member for Baudin was so taken with that phrase that hight. On Sunday 3 December, Randall Ashbourne, writing
repeated it several times. He also suggested that perhaps thaséhe Opinion section of thBunday Mail stated:
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Mr Bannon seemed to have received the message. The 90s, he Mr BRINDAL: Before the dinner adjournment | was
promised, would be different. He had, he said, made a de|iberat§haring with the House my impressions of the speech
decision in the early 80s to redirect the political agenda away fro ; ; _
social issues to concentrate almost purely on the economy. ”éupplled by the Government and delivered by Her Excellen

) o cy. | drew the attention of members to the fact that the
Mr Bannon's defence at the last election at receiving theiGovernment had started in office in this Parliament claiming
message was this: that he and his Government were goasat it was going to change from its record: it was going to
financial managers. Randall Ashbourne goes onto say:  have flair and light and was going to change from the record

Last Sunday, John Bannon promised to change, indicating thabat it had established over a decade, and it was a record of
he was going to get back to the good old days—and then some. Ttsolid, reliable financial management which had been bought
first test of whether the Premier is serious will come this week or?t the expense of social development in South Australia.
next, when the new Labor Caucus meets to go through the ritual o . P
selecting bodies to fill Cabinet positions and other vacancies. I quoted paper articles and | went on to quote an editorial

k ) ) } which suggested that even early in those days of government
We were promised flair and light, a change, a shift away fromne then Premier, the member for Ross Smith, was hampered
good, solid economic management of the 1980s towardgecause in the machinations of the Caucus only one new

of Tuesday 12 December talked for the first time abouheeded. That is the scenario against which this Government
opportunities already missed by a then new Government. {{55 going to measure its performance.

started off by stating: Since that time we have seen five speeches delivered by
Premier John Bannon can feel pleased that he effected ththe Governor at the opening of sessions and in not one of
election to the Ministry. . of hismate Mike Rann. .. them have we seen much flair and light. We have seen

It then went on to say that there had been a choice betwedhundane and pedestrian regurgitation of tired diatribe and
the Hon. Mr Rann and Terry Groom and that only one hadittle else.
been chosen. It went on to state: This Government stands condemned not by anything that
The pity is that his is the only new face. All the other 12 CabinetI m'gh.t say but by its OW‘n aCt,'O”S- The Mlnls_ter at _th_e ta’BIe
Ministers have been there before. Caucus, by re-electing this tirédhight interject and say, ‘Can’t you say anything original?’ |
band, showed no regard for the dynamism this State needs or ad not think anything original needs to be said. There is only
respect for the voters who so nearly tipped the Government out lagine judge of all of us in here and it is the people of our
month. electorates. Shortly they will be given the chance to judge not
It also states: only me but also the member for Spence—
There were no brilliant performances by members of the previous  Mr Atkinson interjecting: .
Bannon Cabinet. Time after time the Premier had to step in when The SPEAKER: For the member for Spence there is only
Ministers found themselves in hot water. one judge in this Chamber and that is the Chair. If he carries

The editorial made some specific comments. It referred t@N like that he will be deeming a bit of judgment on him. |
Bob Gregory, Anne Levy, Kym Mayes and Barbara Wiesecall the member for Spence to order. His actions are disrup-
as lesser lights. It also commented on other Ministers, amori§/€ and will not be tolerated. The member for Hayward.

them the Hon. Lynn Arnold, as follows: Mr BRINDAL: Thankyou, Sir. The record of economic
. . management of this Government needs no commentary, and
putﬁ%’{,‘ﬂ Q@?Aﬂ;‘?ﬁ not picked up the Development portfolio ar]dthe people of South Australia are quite capable of judging

. . what they were told was sound economic management but
In other words, unless | misread it, Lynn Arnold was not ayhat we soon began to discover was anything but that. In that
very good Minister. It concludes by saying, in respect of theontext | would like to quote from volume 14 of the report of
then Premier: the Auditor-General which was released during the recess. In

He is hampered by the choices made yesterday. The State needamhnection with Beneficial Finance the Auditor-General had
a fresher team of Ministers. Some of those who lost their seats in thiyjs to say:
election had potential. There are a few others within the Parliament

worth trying, but Caucus and the factions failed to deliver them. The = In my opinion, the essential failing of Beneficial Finance was that
Premier must now mould what he has into a Government—a# became involved in the East End Market joint venture without first

promised—of flair and light. undertaking any adequate analysis or evaluation of the project.
) ] ‘Beneficial Finance simply accepted at face value the conclusion
That sets the scene for this Parliament. We have a Premietiggested to it by Ayers Finniss. A reasonable and considered

and a Government who barely scraped back into officegvaluation of the proposal should have made clear the real risks
whose excuse upon re-election was the good financi@Ssociated with the participation of the venture.

management of the 1980s and a promise of better things ®eeing that this is such a voluminous set of documents and
come in the 1990s. That was the foundation of this Governas | know that your time as mine is limited, Mr Speaker, |
ment. That was the flair and light to which we could all look would particularly commend to you the section on the East
forward. In fact, along with the member for Bright, the End Market development because it really does sum up all
member for Light and all members of the Opposition | havethat has been wrong with the financial management of this
been waiting for that. Here we have an Address in Reply—State in the past decade. It makes most interesting reading.
the last Address in Reply before this Government goes to then page 31.25 the Auditor-General states:

people—and there is no flair and light. We did indeed have  the circumstances of the approval of the venture by the board
some movement, some very dramatic incidents which markesf directors was in my opinion highly unsatisfactory.

this Government, put they were basjcally_ to expose they goes on to say:

hypocrisy of the claim of good, sound financial management

in the past decade Although three directors attended the meeting, one was Mr

Simmons, who because of a declared conflict of interest could not,
o and did not, vote. Indeed, according to Mr Simmons, no formal vote
[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.] was taken.
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The appropriateness of the means by which the approval of theubmission presented to the directors failed to point out the risks
board of directors was sought and granted hardly needs aripherentin the proposal.
elaboration by me. The directors had to consider the submission No effort was made by Beneficial Finance management to
individually, and only those directors who attended the meeting hadetermine whether the price at which the shares were offered was the
any real say. In effect, the only directors who approved the debentutewest price at which the existing shareholders would sell. Inad-
were Mr Baker, and an employee alternate director. equate consideration was given to the various risks associated with
; . the project that, in the event, imposed lengthy delay on the develop-
Further on in the same chapter he says: mer?t. lilo adequate consideratign was gi\?en){[o cyc)llical reduction ﬁ]
Second, the only reasonable basis for approval of the submigproperty values, or to Beneficial Finance’s total property exposure.
sion—that the value of the site ‘could be expected to be in the The directors of Beneficial Finance (with the exception of Mr
vicinity of’ $42 million once development approval was granted— Baker) had a difficult decision forced upon them with little more than
should not have been accepted by the directors. 24 hours notice. The timing of the submission to the board, linked
; P ; ; to the threat of competitive bids from other unidentified interested
The Io_glcal gllfflcultles are outlined elsewhere in the chapterbarties’ forced the board to deal with the proposal urgently. The
It continues: board meeting at which the decision to participate in the joint venture
More importantly, however, the estimate that the site wouldfor the takeover was approved, was attended by only three directors;
increase in value to $42 million was completely unsupported by an§he Managing Director, the Chairman who did not participate in the

valuation or evidence. decision, and an alternate director. Eight other directors expressed
. . . opinions about the proposal; two warned of the risks associated with
The Auditor-General makes this comment: planning requirements and opposition from heritage groups; seven

... lcannot accept that the directors were entitled to rely, withoutvere prepared to endorse the proposal.

question, on a purported $42 million valuation. The directors failed adequately to assess the submission from
But the Auditor-General, in the measured tones of his reportgnanagement. In terms of appointment A(h), the Auditor-
quite clearly damned the board of directors and saves the beseneral says:

for later. He says: I am of the opinion, for the reasons stated in this chapter, that Mr
In my opinion, in accepting the credit submission in the Baker, Mr Reichert and Mr Martin failed to exercise proper care and
circumstances in which it was prepared and presented to them, tigiligence in the performance of their duties as officers of Beneficial
directors of Beneficial Finance failed to adequately and properly-inance in that they failed to subject the proposal to any adequate
supervise, direct and control the operations, affairs and transactiomisdependent assessment or review before recommending that it was
of Beneficial Finance. approved by the directors of the company.
He devotes some time to conflict of interest. | ask memberghe member for Spence asked what my point is, and my point
to remember that at the meeting in question only threguite clearly is this: this encapsulates the story of this
directors were present, and one of them was Mr Simmons. Heovernment in the 1980s and its irresponsibility towards the
says of Mr Simmons: financial management of South Australia on behalf of all
As a shareholder in the East End Market Company, Mr Simmons0Uth Australians, for while this was Beneficial Finance,
stood to gain personally from the proposal, which involved theBeneficial Finance was a wholly owned subsidiary of the
purchase of that company’s shares for a price equivalent of $4.25 p@tate Bank and it carried on in a cavalier fashion—which |

share. The most recent price at which the shares were traded Waghe we will never again in this State see the like of—and it
%”;ﬁ? bze(i)hg 5322{(?;?,23 .had apersonal and material interest in th&d it under the auspices of a S_tate Bank _Board. An_d whether
or not the Treasurer of the time knew is a less important
question than whether in fact the Treasurer of the time ought

to have known, because this State and the people of this State

Itis true—and | would not like to misrepresent the position—
that ‘the minutes. . record that Mr Simmons declared his
interest, they do not record that he refrained from VOt'ng'guarantee that bank.

The following is most |.nterest|ng: ) The member for Spence can make light and carry on as he
However, the handwritten record of the directors’ responses—jjkes but, if he thinks the debt into which we have sunk this
apparently only a handwritten record exists— State is a funny matter, he is indeed a strange character. It
presented to the meeting recorded Mr Simmons’ ‘OK’ of themight not have been a direct responsibility of mine, nor of my
proposal. No vote was taken at the meeting, with the decision beingolleagues, nor of many members on the Government
made on a consensus basis. Having regard to his material afgbnches, but it happens to be a serious matter, and the sooner

personal interest in the proposal, Mr Simmons’ participation in th - - -
meeting was imprudent, e\[/Ciﬁ Lneember for Spence realises it, the better off this House

| consider that to be most se_riou‘s b?ca_use, while he did pot | believe that, if the honourable member concerned cannot
vote, one wonders how to define ‘OK’ written by somebody’s

4 ; >grow up a little bit and accept his legitimate responsibility as
name, other than some form of affirmation. When no vote i b P 9 P y

that this is among the matters that will be canvassed, as thg

Premier promised, by an appropriate agthqrity with a.view © My Quirke: How are the numbers going for Olsen? You
taking some conclusive action. Indeed, in his conclusions angre his numbers man

findings, the Auditor-General says: The SPEAKER: Order!

Management of Beneficial Finance, particularly Mr Baker, Mr . ;
Reichert and Mr Martin, failed to make proper, reasonable and Mr BRINDAL: Yesterday a very important document,

necessary inquiries into the contents of the proposal received froffhether or not it was marked confidential, was released by
Ayers Finniss, in that they did not subject to scrutiny the statementdhe Minister. | passed over it yesterday, because | thought it
assumptions and analyses of the proposal document. Managemewais part of the Liberal policy. It read so like much of what
adopted without inquiry, and recommended to the board, thgye put out that | thought the Minister had actually pinched
proposal received from Ayers Finniss. The proposal had bee%from us. The document states:

prepared by Ayers Finniss to advance the interests of its client, th : :

Emmett Group of companies. The proposal document minimised the Until the middle of this century South Australia enjoyed a high
difficulties of the project, and risks attaching to the project werestandard of living relative both to Australia and the rest of the world.
ignored or minimised. The consequence was that the credBased on that standard of living the State has built an enviable

sponsibility.
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lifestyle around a just and vibrant society. We developed equitabl@alented girls who found that the disgrace
approaches to income distribution which saw all levels of societyOf being a woman made genius a crime. . .
share the wealth that the State created. Concurrently we often led the

State in support of the arts, of minorities and in developing a rich an@listorians spend their lives and lavish ink

individualistic society. _ Explaining how great commonwealths collapse
The cornerstone of the society we developed was the wealth werom great defects of policy—perhaps

created. The wealth was made possible by favourable terms of trad#e cause is sometimes simpler than they think.

for primary exports and growth of import replacement activities

under high tariff protection. This enabled us to produce levels of; may not seem so grave an act to break

income that were often as high as any in the world. Postumia’s spirit as Galileo’s, to gag

Under the heading ‘Does it matter?’ it states: Hypatia as crush Socrates, or drag

The consequences of not producing enough wealth are that WJeoan as Giordano Bruno to the stake.

are unable to employ enough of our people and finance the soci

h ; . : an we be sure? Have more states perished, then,
support appropriate for a just society. While general levels oﬁlor having shackled the inquiring mind,

unemployment are of serious concern, the levels in particula%an those who, in their folly not less biind
categories such as young people, the long-term unemployed, and ! '
9 young peop 9 POy rusted the servile womb to breed free men?

particular regions, are the most pressing problems we face.
Indeed, such levels of unemployment threaten our entire social . . o
fabric. They inexorably lead to falling living standards, widening ~ Mr Quirke interjecting:
gaps between social groups and geographic regions, increasing social Mr BRINDAL: | should have thought that the member
unrest and further cost burdens for society to bear. for Playford would know better and take this matter seriously.
Under the heading ‘The Challenge’, it states: Apparently he is on so comfortable a majority that he can
South Australia needs to become again a society which offers i@nore the women of South Australia.
sustainable high standard of living and quality of life for all its  Little remains to be said, save that, as we appear to be in
citizens; a society which embodies the concepts of justice and soCighe mood for biblical quotations and the member for Baudin
?d\t/l?::.lty and where every citizen is free to determine his or her OWQ}UOted Il Timothy, I should like to quote the part of the New
To achieve such a vision we need to produce more wealth. Thé€stament in which it was said, ‘Well done, thou good and
only way to do that is to find the means to expand our economidaithful servant.” Of one thing | am sure: when it comes to the
input; to make our economy grow. day of the election in South Australia, very few South
They are some very serious and sensible propositions. Buustralians will put any mark on a ballot paper which
find it offensive that they are being put forward by a Govern-+eflects, ‘Well done, thou good and faithful servant.
ment that has had almost two decades of uninterrupted time The SPEAKER: Order! The member talks over the Chair.
in which to generate such a program; that they are now in thekeep warning members about that. The member for Chaffey.
twilight of their days bringing in the sort of blueprint that Sir
Thomas Playford followed for 27 years and telling us that The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD (Chaffey): | support the
they have now suddenly discovered the light on the hillmotion for the adoption of the Address in Reply. In so doing,
suddenly discovered the way to go, is indeed offensive antadd my deep regrets at the passing of Sir Condor Laucke
in essence somewhat macabre. | do not think this Governme@fd of Hugh Hudson. Sir Condor was a great friend to all
has any credibility at all. But virtually to parody this State by People, whoever met him, and certainly to the members of the
mucking it up and then coming in and telling us they knowLiberal Party serving in this Parliament. I would also say the
how to do it is bad. same in relation to Hugh Hudson. | always had an excellent
The Commonwealth Government recently did a very goodvorking relationship with him. Even in latter years, when on
report on ships of shame. The only ship that was not in it wagare occasions he would visit this House, we would always
South Australia’s ship of State. If there is a ship that shouldind time to stop and talk over issues and things that occurred
have been in it it is the ship of shame that this State ha Which we had a mutual interest over the years, particularly
become under four years of Labor Government. during the time when he was a Minister. | very much regret
There are parts of the Governor's speech which deser/8€ir passing and would like my sentiments to be recorded in
some commendation. The section on women, though it isiansardso that they may be passed on to their wives and
tired, though it has been trundled out in every speech for thB1embers of their families.
past four or five years, does deserve some comment and is This document, which Her Excellency presented at the
something that should be supported. In that connection | canfPening of Parliament on Tuesday, did little to inspire any

across a poem by A.D. Hope, which reads as follows: great excitement as members listened to the speech which
AU.C. 334: about this date was prepared for and delivered by Her Excellency in another

place. The one little episode in the opening address that
For a sexual misdemeanour, which she denied, caught my ear as it was being delivered was on page 2, as
The vestal virgin Postumia was tried. follows:

Livy records it among affairs of state. A Bill this session will amend the Petroleum Act 1940 so that a

Thev let her off- it h fectl . natural gas pipeline extension can be made to Murray Bridge and the
€y leL her ot It seems she was periectly pure, Riverland. The pipeline will be constructed and operated by the

The charge arose because some thought her talk Pipelines Authority of South Australia, and funded by the South

Too witty for a young girl, her eyes, her walk Australian Gas Company.

Too lively, her clothes too smart to be demure. L. e . . .

That is vital to the Riverland. | believe that if any economic

The Pontifex Maximus, summing up the case, recovery is to occur in this State, or even in the nation, it will
Warned her in future to abstain from jokes, be led by a rural recovery. If there is no recovery in the rural
To wear less modish and more pious frocks. agricultural and horticultural areas of Australia, | cannot see
She left the court reprieved, but in disgrace. . . . . .

an economic recovery coming for a very long time.
How many the black maw has swallowed in its time! The extension of natural gas into an area like the River-

Spirited girls who would not know their place; land has enormous potential for economic development. We
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have the water, the land and the capacity to produce many Of course, it is the Government itself that is dragging its
products in that area. Unfortunately, at the moment we do ndeet and is therefore responsible for the pollution still
have natural gas as the most efficient means of processing tbecurring largely from irrigation undertakings. One of the
primary products that we are able to produce and, accordinigctors relating to rehabilitation in the Riverland that has
to the in word these days, value-add to those products. | hagenerated a great deal of hostility among the irrigators is the
long believed that the concept of dehydrated productdactthatthe Government, in the rehabilitation of the remain-
particularly vegetables such as potatoes, onions, and so forihg Government irrigation areas, contributes 40 per cent of
has enormous potential for the export industries. For exanthe cost together with the contribution of 40 per cent by the
ple, 90 per cent of a product of that nature is water. Federal Government, but the growers themselves are

If you can remove that 90 per cent, from a freight point ofcontributing 20 per cent to that rehabilitation. Even though
view as regards exporting, you are exporting only 10 percerthe Government will still totally own the system at the end
of the original produce which can be then reconstituted backf it, the growers have agreed to contribute 20 per cent of the
in the country to which it has been sent. Of course, dehydratetal rehabilitation cost. The growers are prepared to do that
ed vegetables have enormous potential in Asian cooking, artd try to get a system that will enable them efficiently to
to the north of us there is a market of hundreds of millions ofcompete with other irrigation areas in South Australia and the
people. If | remember correctly, Indonesia alone has approxiest of Australia.
mately 180 million people. So, there is a vast populationnot | draw the House’s attention to the fact that, at the
very far to the north of Australia, where products of this typemoment, irrigators in the Government irrigation areas are
in the form of dehydrated fruit and vegetables can be semaying a water rate of 4.35¢ per kilolitre, a contribution to
with, | believe, great success. rehabilitation of .78¢ a kilolitre, with a real rate of return of

As | have said, the problem has been that there has na23¢ for a total cost of 5.36¢ per kilolitre. The Renmark
been the access to natural gas in an area like the Riverlataigation Trust area, the oldest irrigation undertaking in
that has the potential to produce this product. If you try toAustralia, being a privately owned and operated irrigation
carry out that process in the metropolitan area, once agasystem that has been totally rehabilitated, has an all up cost
you are up against the freight costs of moving a massivef 4.2¢ per kilolitre for irrigation water as against the
guantity of water from the production side, whether it be theGovernment's cost of 5.36¢. So, Government irrigators are
Riverland or anywhere else. Of course, this will have a greatonfronted with an enormous financial disadvantage right
benefit not only to the Riverland but to the economic futurefrom the word ‘go’.
of South Australia. The irrigators in the Government irrigation areas are quite

Further to that statement in the opening address, | wouldrepared to contribute their .78¢ per kilolitre, amounting to
suggest to the Government that, whilst it has acknowledge®0 per cent of the cost of rehabilitation, but they are extreme-
the need for the extension of the natural gas pipeline to thly annoyed that the Government wants .23¢ a kilolitre as a
Riverland, that legislation be presented to the Parliament agal rate of return on the money that they are putting in, and
quickly as possible so that the Pipelines Authority can get othat puts the Government irrigators at an enormous financial
with the job of getting that pipe in place as quickly asdisadvantage in trying to compete with other irrigation
possible. | can assure you, Mr Speaker, that many growers imdertakings throughout Australia. If there is going to be an
the Riverland are very eager to produce the products that witconomic recovery in this country | strongly believe that it
naturally fall into line with the facilities. A number of will come from the agricultural/horticultural areas, yet the
companies in the Riverland will readily take up the oppor-Government is demanding somethingelit 5 per cent real
tunity of converting to natural gas, and | believe it does giverate of return on the money being contributed to the rehabili-
other potential industries the opportunity to establish in thatation, when the average irrigator in the Riverland is living
area where the product, the raw material, is actually proen about 30 per cent less income than the average income in
duced. the metropolitan area.

To enable that raw material to be produced, we also need | would think that, if that philosophy is to be applied to the
the completion of the rehabilitation of the Governmentirrigators out there in the Government irrigation areas who
irrigation areas to enable effective, efficient irrigation are generating export earnings for the State and the nation,
practices to be put in place so that the products required fgrerhaps the same philosophy should be applied to the STA,
this processing and value-adding can be actually produced avhich runs at about a $150 million loss annually to which all
a large scale and in an economic manner. Almost all of théaxpayers in South Australia contribute, including all of those
private irrigation areas of South Australia have been compeople out in the country areas who never see a bus from one
pletely rehabilitated over the years. A total of about 40 peyear to the next and for whom there is no public transport
cent of the Government irrigation area is the only area osystem.
irrigation undertaken that has not been completed. | think that it is about time the Government really had a

Not only do old inefficient irrigation distribution systems close look at itself and asked itself whether it was serious
affect the production of horticultural crops in the main, butabout looking for an economic recovery or whether it has lost
they also have a significant effect on the pollution of theits way to such an extent that it just does not register any
River Murray in South Australia, the same as inefficientmore. We have a number of problems in the irrigated areas,
irrigation has in Queensland, New South Wales and Victorigparticularly with the great financial disadvantage that
Without efficient, improved irrigation practices, the inducedirrigators in the Government irrigation areas have at this
salinity in particular in the River Murray will continue. Itis moment. The only part they are really complaining about is
interesting to note that it is not the private sector irrigationthat real rate of return.
areas that are at fault or continuing to contribute to this Of course, in the existing irrigation areas we have
pollution of the River Murray in South Australia: it is the irrigation undertakings on land, which are what we call non-
Government irrigation areas, because all the private irrigatiorated areas. The permanent plantings such as citrus, vines and
areas have been rehabilitated. stone fruits are all on irrigation land, which is classified as
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rated land. We also have the vegetable growing areas whichne is not endeavouring to score political points: one is
in the main, are what we call unrated land. As such, there isndeavouring to try and make a contribution which will be
no annual rate on that land; the irrigators pay for whateveto the overall benefit of the State as well as to the electorate
water they use from time to time to grow their various cropsthat one represents and to the long-term benefit of the nation.
During the rehabilitation discussions the Government.eading on from there, if we look at the wine industry, it
decided that the rehabilitation of some of these areas will nateeds to expand at an enormous rate—
be extended into the unrated areas. Of course, that debate hasAn honourable member interjecting:
been going on with the E&WS Department for a considerable The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: Not so much the actual wine
time. We are having great difficulty getting a clear positionindustry because that will be totally governed by the ability
from the department and from the Government, because theeé grapegrowers and winemakers to actually produce the
people have been supplied with irrigation water for some 7@remium wine grapes that will be required for the world
years. There is an expectation that they will continue tanarket. Of course any restrictions such as the one | am
receive that water and, of course, the value of their propertigslking about—the problems with the rehabilitation—uwill
has been based on the fact that water is available. This hasturally retard the progress of South Australia being able to
been established over a period of some 70 years, and it hasoduce the necessary wine grapes. Expansion will need to
always been taken into account. be at an enormous rate. If we do not do it in this State you can
For example, a small vegetable growing property with arest assured that Victoria and New South Wales will. | have
house, with water available to that land, might have a marketo doubt that the Victorian and New South Wales Govern-
value of $100 000, but if you take away the irrigation supply,ments will be doing everything they can to encourage rapid
the house and land as dry land might have a market value glantings of premium wine grapes.
$65 000 or $70 000. Suddenly, the decision not to provide They would dearly love to take over the lion’s share of the
water to certain vegetable growing areas in the Riverlanavine industry from South Australia and any restrictions and
takes away some 30 per cent of the actual value of thdack of support that the Government puts in the way of this
property. This has to be sorted out, and numerous discussiohappening, whether it is in the form of the rehabilitation of
have been held with the department. In many instances thetkee irrigation areas, in the form of surcharges or real rates of
has been quite a lot of agreement, but we never seem to getturn on the infrastructure, will have a detrimental effect on
to the point where it has been put on paper in black and whitthe ability of growers to produce the necessary raw material
and these people know what their future is going to be.  for winemakers to meet the demand that has been created on
What | have suggested is that the Government in consultahe world market by the high quality of the product that we
tion with unrated irrigators determine any area that is not t@re capable of producing here in South Australia. Flowing on
be rehabilitated. That having been decided, any irrigatorirom that, we find the actions of some of our departmental
affected by the system not being rehabilitated will have to bgeople also have an adverse effect on an industry like the
compensated in one or a number of the following ways: firstwine grape industry.
being able to transfer the water entittement. The unrated land | received a letter dated 9 July 1993, only a few weeks
must have a water allocation determined for it, based on thago, from a Director of the Consolidated Cooperative
area, the number of hectares, at a recognised rate of applicd/neries in the Riverland, and it refers to an incident which
tion. So they have, say, three options: being able to transferccurred during the grape harvest. A detachment of Road
the water entitlement to other approved land; to sell thaTraffic Branch officers visited the Riverland with a piece of
entitlement privately; or for the department to purchase thaequipment they call ‘the shaker’, which is used for testing the
entitlement at commercial rates and establish a water bardondition of trucks. It is probably a useful piece of equipment
from which irrigators or potential irrigators can purchasewhich makes sure that road hauling interstate vehicles are up
additional water. to scratch. However, in the Riverland we are talking about
In other words, it would be a bank that enabled transacgrowers’ trucks that do approximately 1000 to 2 000
tions to come and go. If the going rate for water is 40¢ &ilometres a year. They are used for about six weeks of the
kilolitre the department could offer to buy that allocation of year. In order to meet the rigorous standards set down by the
water back at 35¢ and resell it at 40¢ thereby covering th®oad Traffic Branch, the type of vehicle they would have to
overhead costs. That would be similar to it being handledave would make the average wine grape growing property
through a private land agent but with the owner of thein the Riverland grossly over capitalised.
property having the option to sell it either to the department | have no argument with the fact that vehicles on the road
or privately. | believe that there would be a lot of benefits inshould be safe, but these vehicles travel a very short distance
the Government establishing a water bank so that if a growdrom the vineyard to the winery. There is no history or record
wanted an additional 25 or 50 hectares of irrigation entitleof these vehicles having been involved in or causing an
ment he or she could go to the department, write out a chequeecident. In fact, they have had an incredibly good record,
and pay for the quantity of water required, so long as théecause most of them do not exceed 45 to 50 km/h as they
water that was going to be utilised was going into an areaave only a very short distance to travel. During the grape
which would not harm the Murray or other irrigators. Thereharvest many of these vehicles were defected and put off the
would be criteria for it but that would provide a very road. This meant significant additional costs to the wine grape
worthwhile management tool for the Government in upgradgrower.
ing the irrigation areas and increasing the productivity. As | have said, they do not have the resources at this stage
The Hon. D.J. Hopgood interjecting: to upgrade to the quality and standard of vehicle about which
The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD: Unlike the member for the Road Traffic Branchis talking. If they did, they would be
Baudin, this is the last opportunity | will have to speak in thetotally over capitalised. What is more, they would not have
Address in Reply and | hope that there is some substance the resources. Many of them do not have the resources at this
the contribution that I make. | also hope that the Governmerdtage to upgrade their plantings to meet the demand of the
will give it some consideration because at this stage of lifavine industry and the export market. So, once again we have
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a situation where the Government is blindly going aheagrecaution of preparing some election material and calling a
putting many of these vehicles off the road and reducing thgery hasty meeting with my campaign committee. | was out
ability of the grape grower to upgrade the plantings that aren the wilds of North Yorkshire when | received a phone call
required to meet the demand. saying that Don Dunstan had called an election from the steps
| hope that the Government will show a little bit of of Parliament House, Canberra and asking whether | could
wisdom and draw a sensible conclusion in a situation whereeturn quickly. | said | was sorry but | could not, and | finally
these vehicles have no record or history of causing agot back with about 12 days to spare.
accident. If they did | would be the first person to see that The Hon. D.J. Hopgood:| was in Rome.
they were put off the road but, when you have a situation The Hon. H. ALLISON: You did not have a 15 per cent
where vehicles of this nature are not causing a problem buwing to win. You were fairly safe. | do not know whether
are serving an economic purpose for one of the industries thatugh’s jocular comment before | left made any difference at
will become more and more important to South Australia, lall. We did not put out any campaign material, but it was just
think it is about time that the Government had a look at whabne of those things. You should never make idle remarks
it is doing and did something about trying to come to aeven if they are a joke, because you never know what your
commonsense conclusion if we are really serious about tryingeader is going to do. | send condolences to Hugh's wife and
to get this State up and going again. With my time havingamily. He will obviously be missed.
almost expired, it is with pleasure that | support the motion  In response to the Governor’s speech, | have to admit that
for the adoption of the Address in Reply as this is the last found it to be the emptiest document of its kind that | have

opportunity | will have to do so. read in 18 years as a member of Parliament. | think | have
inspected every line of the Address in Reply several times
The Hon. H. ALLISON (Mount Gambier): | have and | have made written comments alongside each line. On

pleasure in supporting the reply to the Governor’'s speecltlose inspection, it seems to offer the least promise and the
Before doing so, | acknowledge the death of four of oureast development of any Governor’s address that | have read.
parliamentary colleagues, two of whom | had considerablét is almost as if the Government is punch drunk. It has no
personal regard and respect for. That is not to say that that jgans for South Australia, no obvious policy and no direction
not the case in respect of the other two, but | was mordor State recovery.

closely acquainted with Sir Condor Laucke and Hugh It largely seems to be the 1992 Governor's speech
Hudson. Sir Condor was a gentleman in every respect. Hecycled. | am sure that Government backbenchers must share
was highly respected, as his colleagues stated in their brigfiy alarm at the seeming lack of leadership from Cabinet that
eulogies in the House the other day. He was a fair-mindedeems to have been in a state of inertia since 1988-89 when
man and | regarded him as a kind and gentle friend, whehe Beneficial Finance, SGIC, State Bank, Pegasus and all the
served his country and his State well. Both my wife and lother disclosures were made. If South Australia were a
have fond memories of him, and we send our condolences ferivate business, | am quite sure that it would be in receivers’
Lady Rose. hands now.

Hugh Hudson was a different type of person completely. | was discomfited today and yesterday during Question
He was a man of considerable intellect. | always found himTime when | realised that Ministers had no intention of
as a Minister and as a parliamentarian, good to deal with. answering questions which were put to them, and our
know he was a respected politician, and one thing that wasuspicions that the Government's policy for the next election
not mentioned within my hearing during the eulogieswould be a scare campaign were confirmed when Minister
yesterday was the fact that it was Hugh who created scho@levins attacked the Leader of the Opposition on the basis not
music. He gave it a tremendous impetus with the result thadf what was asked but more that ‘Someone called Kennett
now, across South Australia in our State schools and beyonaias the Premier in Victoria, so watch out South Australians!
we have a great number of talented musicians, a proliferatioifithat is all the Government is able to come up with and we
of professional, rock, classic and popular musicians. | thinkhave an industrial policy which is, ‘You get what you see’,
that Hugh can take quite a considerable amount of credit fagind the hidden agenda is all in the minds of the trade unions
initiating the special music schools such as Brightonand the Government, | am afraid they will not have very
Fremont, Marryatville and so on. They have, of coursemuch to go on. But the public of South Australia does not
extended much farther across the State now. need me to tell them that.

By way of anecdote, Hugh did play some part in my The claims of recovery that are made within the Gover-
entering Parliament in 1975. | had just been preselected whetor’'s speech seem to me to be very hard to substantiate. One
Hugh, via his Director-General, gave me permission to travehears the statement, ‘Unemployment has gradually declined
overseas for a few weeks. The Education Department statéd South Australia. However, more youngsters are having to
that it would pay my salary provided | paid my way to the stay at school, filling the leaving and matriculation classes.
United Kingdom and back. | took my family with me as it Many of them are captive students because there are no jobs
was the first time | had visited the United Kingdom since Ifor them.
migrated to Australia 20 years earlier. Just prior to my Youth unemployment itself is at a most alarming rate in
departure and very soon after my preselection Hugh visite8outh Australia. It really is depressing. The Federal Govern-
Mount Gambier High School. We had a fairly jocular mentis playing its own part in this by making unemployment
encounter, and before parting he said, ‘What would you ddenefits, and indeed all Government benefits, much harder
Harold if we called an election while you were away?’ | sortto get. It is policing every application and making things very
of laughed with him because he was laughing, and | said difficult for people—even the genuine ones.
would probably write a couple of letters and that would Many unemployed are being transferred by the Federal
suffice. We both laughed again and parted. Government to job training schemes which have no jobs at

I was due to fly out in about 36 hours when | thoughtthe end of them, in much the same way that the South
‘Goodness me, what if he was not joking?’. | took the Australian Government, to its credit, gave 400 apprentice
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traineeships during the past 12 months, but with only alenty of level land with no construction difficulties; it is
guarter of those, 100, being offered some sort of employmerfirm, with part limestone foundations; it has the Electricity
at the end of it, the other three quarters being rejected backust supplying power with a link from Victoria, on the
where they were, on the unemployment heap, after trainingnterstate grid; we have gas which has been discovered and
Anyone working just an hour or so a week (and that is notvhich is now reticulated through the Lower South-East; we
work, that is just filling in time) is automatically taken off the have a wonderful supply of clear water; we have transport,
unemployment list. A tremendous number would do that anavith some of Australia’s biggest road transport operators
a terrific number would also be on part-time or part-timelocated in Mount Gambier; and there is already a stability and
casual, and they, too, are not on the unemployment lisdiversity of industry.
However, they certainly form part of a massive group who | have frequently said that the people of the South-East—
would like to be fully employed or more employed than theythe adults and children—are among the most intelligent
are. When one considers those factors, one realises that thepulation you would find anywhere in Australia. They are
stated unemployment figures for South Australia and the regtist waiting for their talents to be utilised by anyone coming
of the country must surely be grossly understated. | do ndb set up there.
think there is any question about that when you look at the Another point | have to make is the Government’s neglect
state of the economy with less and less being spent in thef the passenger and freight rail system from Adelaide to
shops other than in the vital areas of food—the very esseiMount Gambier. There is something imponderable about the
tials of which we heard in the newspaper today—whereas th&overnment’s attitude. We have the chance of an integrated
less essential things, such as electrical goods and motor carsad-rail system from the Lower South-East—the extreme tip
are not being purchased anywhere near the same rate at whichSouth Australia—extending from Adelaide up to Darwin
they used to be. The tradespeople are struggling. and from there as a springboard into Asia, across the whole
| have to be gravely concerned from the point of view ofof the Pacific rim, saving shipping time from the southern
my electorate at the continuing high unemployment throughports—Melbourne, Adelaide and Portland—and getting
out the South-East and at the Government’s apparent lack gbods onto the Asian markets more quickly and, | would
initiative, which has long continued, for rural South Australia.think, more cheaply and efficiently.
We heard a few months ago that two special zones were The long-term benefits should be obvious to all members
being created: one the MFP site at Gillman in Adelaide anaf the House. They should be obvious to the Government and,
the other one at Whyalla, and those two sites have beeafter all, it is about the long-term development of South
augmented by the addition of Murray Bridge to some extentAustralia because, once that line was established from Mount
However, they are special development centres which carf@ambier through Adelaide to Darwin, it would obviously
special incentives from the State Government to try tadraw materials from the borderlands from Western Australia,
encourage people to settle on one or other of those three sitdge Northern Territory, Queensland, New South Wales and
and develop industry and commerce. Victoria and provide a ready route straight through to Darwin
That really is not good enough. We have not progressefbr export to Asia. As the Prime Minister of Australia keeps
at all since the 1970s. | think it was 1978 when Don Dunstantelling us, Asia is the future market of Australia. Surely the
the then Premier of the State, announced the Green Triangkederal Government should be supportive of that principle.
project for the South-East and the Iron Triangle project folNo, it is deciding to slice off the Bordertown to Mount
Whyalla. Whyalla has obviously gone backwards at the rat&ambier rail connection for no really good long-term reason.
of knots. | saw its electoral roll figures the other day, and they Mr OSWALD: Mr Acting Speaker, | draw your attention
are down to 15 900. At its peak, Whyalla had about 35 00@o the state of the House.
to 36 000 people, the majority of whom would have been on A quorum having been formed:
the electoral roll. So, there have been great reductions inthe The Hon. H. ALLISON: In 1975 when the South
Iron Triangle. Australian rail transfer agreement was negotiated between the
The South-East has probably been much slower t&tate and Federal Governments, clause 9 of the Federal
develop. It has been growing at a predictable rate with almodégislation included arbitration conditions. In the event of rail
a straight line graph, but even so the pace has been a little teervices being reduced in quality, or any suggestion of
slow over the past few years. Government and privatéermination, the State Government had the right to demand
enterprise have been standing people down as rationalisatioti&t they be maintained at the level at which they were
have taken place and as automation has setin. That has tal@perating when the rail transfer agreement took place. In the
place since 1970; it is nothing new. event of any decline, the final result could be arbitration with,
The sad thing about all this automation is that Australia assume, the decision of the arbitrator to be final.
is exporting the raw materials. Look at what we export: gas; The Government decided that it would close down the
coal; petroleum liquids; bauxite; iron ore; and raw log frompassenger rail service to Mount Gambier, and the matter did
the South-East recently caused some problems with thgo before arbitration. 1, for one, put in a submission of well
industry. We export the raw materials, the overseas countrigs/er 100 pages to arbitrator Newton. | made my entire rail
convert them into the goods we require; and we then have tiile available to the State Government and spent several hours
buy them back with the very substantial value-added to b@ the Attorney-General's Department assisting his staff, who
paid when we repurchase them. We should be processing fdid a wonderful job representing the State before the
more in Australia and exporting value-added from our ownarbitrator. Ultimately, we won the case. South Australia won,
country. That is an obvious statement; we simply have notthink much to many people’s surprise, but we won. Not only
been doing it for the past 20 to 25 years as much as we shouttid we win but the Commissioner handed down 14 decisions,
have been. all of them against AN.
The Government will have to consider giving incentives  In his statement he said that there were two submissions
to any part of South Australia where development is to takevorthy of note. One of them was from AN, the defendant,
place, and the South-East is ripe for such treatment. It haand one from the member for Mount Gambier. Having won,
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| anticipated that the State Government would take the mattepecialists as general practitioners when | first arrived in the
immediately to appeal with the High Court of Australia if the South-East some 40 years ago. The situation has changed
Federal Government did not carry out the arbitrator’s requestramatically over the past decade. | believe that, with the
That did not happen. Instead, the passenger rail service hasnstruction of a new hospital, doctors would once again be
been terminated and there is every chance that the freight raittracted—that is, doctors of all qualifications, GP through
service will be terminated in the not too distant future.to specialist—to the South-East. Not only that but some
Certainly, noises are being made by the Commonwealthressure would be taken away from the metropolitan
Government and AN to that effect. hospitals, because there is no doubt that people from through-
Another disappointment lies in the fact that Senator Chrigut the South-East look both ways and very often come to
Schacht was very supportive of retention of the rail servicéAdelaide rather than travelling to Mount Gambier. We need
from Bordertown-Wolseley to Mount Gambier before hea modern regional base hospital, and it has been promised for
became a Minister but, since he has become a Federapproximately 20 years. Itis long overdue. The hospital staff
Government Minister, there has been absolute silence from the South-East are loyal, efficient and dedicated: they
him on the matter. | do not know whether he still gives it hisdeserve better.
support as he used to. | know that there is a strong possibility that the Premier,
The Hon. T.H. Hemmings interjecting: or one of his Ministers—maybe the Minister of Health,
The Hon. H. ALLISON: The member for Napier says, Family and Community Services—will stand up and say that
‘Oh, Harold!" | am not sure of the import of that interjection. members, including the member for Mount Gambier, have
The Hon. T.H. Hemmings: You have been unkind to the their hands out and they know how difficult it is. | simply
man. say, as | have said year after year in this place, that it is my
The Hon. H. ALLISON: If someone changes his mind job to point out to the Government the deficiencies, to point
because he becomes a Minister, it simply points to inconsissut promises made and promises broken, and to point out the
tency. The Federal Government, of course, offered theeeds of the electorate, and it is the Government’s job to
Melbourne to Adelaide rail standardisation in lieu—aboutestablish priorities and to see that its promises are kept. So |
$127 million. | believe that the State Government will beleave that matter in the capable hands of the Premier and his
struggling for quite a while to get that. It has accepted a smaMinisters.
carrot to the detriment of rural South Australia. | think that  Mr Acting Speaker, having read the Governor’s speech |
we should fight the decision—take it to the courts and seean see that the only initiative that is pursued with any vigour
what we can get—since that was the agreement that wat all—and it has about $250 million spent on it—is the
arrived at in 1975, and it was also the subject of my maidefnitiative to retrench people. The Government is vigorously
speech in this House. pursuing the retrenchment of 3 000 Public Service staff. The
The Mount Gambier Hospital renovation, reconstructionhundreds of millions of dollars that have been offered to
or replacement has been the subject of promises from thBouth Australia by the Federal Government on the off chance
Government since the mid-1970s. We have had an estimatkat the State Bank is sold within the next 12 months—and
by Ernst and Whinney, the Melbourne consultants, who madthat chance is not a very strong one—are being spent in
representations to the Government for about $20 million taetrenchments; in putting people out of work rather than in
be spent on refurbishing and restyling the existing hospitaldeveloping the State and putting people into work so that they
The member for Baudin, who made what he said was his finalan pay taxes and help to support the less fortunate. It seems
recognition of the Governor’s speech earlier today, is one afo me to be one more negative policy rather than one of those
those with whom | held discussions as to whether to replacpositive, optimistic policies which the people of South
that hospital or reconstruct it on its present site. Australia are hoping for. | think the 3 000 people who are
| agree with his recommendation and that of the hospitabeing stood down will be followed by many more.
board that a new greenfield site would be the better alterna- The Government backbenchers also have watched their
tive—not necessarily the most popular agreement that | hav@abinet, for the past five years at least, ignoring constant
made as far as the electorate is concerned, but | believe it wagrnings from the Opposition regarding the State Bank,
the correct decision to make. It would involve a new hospitaBeneficial Finance, SGIC—that is the 333 Collins Street put
to provide services for the South-East and the whole of theption, which is nhow worth about half of what it was when
region into the twentieth century. It would be much cheapefSGIC paid for it—the REMM Adelaide project and the
to operate and could be constructed at approximately thREMM Brisbane project, which is not mentioned very often
same price that refurbishment of the existing hospital wouldut which also involved three State Government financial
have cost. So | do not have any problems with the Ministersarms. Those warnings were obviously very soundly based
decision. despite the ridicule which was heaped on the Opposition by
The only problem that | do have is that, despite thethe Government at the time that we were bringing the matters
decision to purchase the land to construct a new hospitalip in the House because the royal commission report and the
there have been delays from 1990, 1992, 1993, 1994 to 199Buditor-General's report have come out as proof positive that
I urge the Government to consider that the millions of dollarsve were absolutely correct. The only problem was that we
which have been spent during this time of inactivity onunderstated the problem; it is far more serious. The present
maintenance of the old hospital and which will continue toState ills are directly attributable to Government mismanage-
be spent (because, after all, it is a major regional hospitatnent and ineptitude.
will go down the drain. | urge prompt commencement of the  As | said, this Government, its backbenchers, must be very
construction of the new hospital in the South-East. The regiononcerned themselves at their lack of ability to bring South
deserves a properly equipped hospital of a high standard. Australia out of its current economic decline. The people of
is a regional centre. The staff deserve it. South Australia are certainly vitally interested. We have the
We also find that we are having trouble getting qualifiedrapidly increasing proportion of elderly who are pensioners
medical specialists, whereas there were as many medicil their own right. It is most unfortunate that that side of the
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pendulum is balanced by a very large proportion of youndndustrial disputation and | believe that the excellent record

people who are out of work and who are therefore orthat this State has had in industrial relations in recent years
Government benefits in their own right, too. It leaves a verywill definitely be jeopardised. One can only say that this

slender number of people in South Australia who are left withpolicy is niggling, negative, bungling, scandalous, wasteful,

work to support the rest of the population. reckless and intolerable.

Unless the Government redresses that gross imbalance of The important thing about the Liberal Party policy is not
unemployment at both ends of the age spectrum thewhat it says but what it does not say. In my view the most
obviously the State will be in even worse decline. It can bémportant thing about the Liberal Party’s industrial relations
done but this Government does not seem to be capable offiplicy is that there is no mention of WorkCover and occupa-
and if anyone needs any proof positive all they have to do iional health and safety, both of which go hand in hand. |
read the speech delivered by Her Excellency, Dame Romaould think that in order to inspire confidence in the
Mitchell. It is a speech | have pleasure in supporting buindustrial relations area the Liberal Party would have to come
absolutely no pleasure in reading. It offers nothing to theout and clearly state that it is not its intention to reduce
people of South Australia and | think the sooner this Governworkers compensation benefits or lessen occupational health
ment recognises that, comes out of its inertia and starts to dond safety laws. The Liberal Party would need to do this
something positive then the better we will all be pleased. because of its appalling record as far as reducing workers

| saw one glimmer of hope in the Submarine Corporationcompensation benefits is concerned.
and even that was dashed a few days ago when | saw that the Liberal conservative Governments in New South Wales,
United Kingdom was offering modern submarines not for $2Victoria, Tasmania and now Western Australia have all
billion each, which we are hoping orders will come in for, butattacked workers compensation rights and have reduced

for $80 million each. benefits to workers and | see no reason why a Liberal
The ACTING SPEAKER (Hon. P.B. Arnold): Order!  Administration in this State would not do the same.
The honourable member’s time has expired. It is a fact of life that every time Australia has had a

Conservative Government, which included the Liberal Party,

Mr FERGUSON (Henley Beach):| support the proposi- workers rights with regard to compensation have been
tion before us. | give the same qualified support this year ageduced. It is a very consistent record with the Liberal Party
| gave last year. | believe that it is time we severed allwhen it comes to power. There is a reason why workers
connections with the British Crown. | will campaign in the compensation has not been included in their policy. It should
coming referendum between now and the year 2000 to try tbe obvious to everybody that their intention is to attack
convince the Australian public that we should no longer havavorkers compensation rights. Between now and election time
amonarchy. | have been surprised by the way some membedrsiope they will come out with a clear policy on workers
of this House have felt it necessary to bow and scrape befokempensation or WorkCover. It seems to me that the Liberal
the proposition that we should do homage to a foreigrParty’s industrial relations agenda is the same as that of
monarch who is having fewer and fewer connections witfPremier Kennett in Victoria. Itis significant that the Opposi-
Australia as time goes by. | have no wish to reflect in anytion has so far refused to give a guarantee that it will not
way on our Governor, Dame Roma, who | believe is doingattack workers compensation entitlements.
a splendid job. While our laws remain the same, it is my The Leader of the Opposition has claimed that the award
intention to give qualified support to that office. system will continue to remain as a safety net for employees.

| offer my condolences to the families of those memberdHowever, the push to enterprise agreements must eventually
of Parliament who have passed away since we last had amdermine award conditions in the same way as award
Address in Reply: Sir Condor Laucke, Richard Alexanderprovisions in enterprise-driven industrial relations have been
Geddes, Berthold Herbert Teusner and Hugh Richardndermined, particularly in New Zealand where we have now
Hudson. Of those people | knew Sir Condor Laucke ancad long enough to see what happens when this sort of
Hugh Hudson the best. Sir Condor was the patron of théndustrial bargaining is introduced. Not only have conditions
Charles Sturt Memorial Trust and as a result of that he visiteth New Zealand been severely reduced for some sections of
my electorate on many occasions. He took the long journethe work force, but there has been very little, if any, improve-
down from the Barossa Valley in order to support that veryment in award conditions since that form of industrial
worthy organisation. He was prepared to come there evemelations has been applied.
time the invitation was extended to him and he was a member | understand from a document released by the Liberal
of the fund raising committee. He assisted that particulaParty that existing awards will apply only if agreement cannot
organisation within my electorate no end and | have very fondbe reached on enterprise bargaining. There is a provision that
memories of the way he treated me and other people withiexisting awards can be varied by the commission only upon
my electorate. | offer my sincere condolences to his widowthe application of the parties or individual employees or

I was for many years a member of the State Executive oemployers bound by the award. The Liberal Party’s proposal
which Hugh Hudson was also a member. In those days ous to exclude unions from enterprise bargaining, and the only
debates did not last very long because we had people of threay that the commission can register an agreement is if
calibre of Hugh Hudson and it did not take him long to employees in a particular organisation reach an agreement
dissect any argument that was put forward, particularly thoseith the employer. It would seem that, unless there is
relating to financial matters. His razor sharp brain wasomething | cannot read, there is a deliberate attempt to
certainly an advantage to the Australian Labor Party and itiexclude unions from negotiating agreements on behalf of
with great sadness that | hear of his death. their members. If so, it is even worse than what is happening

During this, my last Address in Reply speech in thisin New Zealand.
Chamber, | wish to express my deep concern about the To make matters worse, the commission will be re-
recently released Liberal Party policy on industrial relationsquired—it is compulsory—to have regard to the state of the
It is my view that this policy has all the ingredients for economy, the efficiency and productivity of the industry, the
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interests of the community and enterprise bargainingtandard of hours mentioned: all that is mentioned is an
employment relations. In many instances these conditionisourly wage.

will make it impossible for the commission to increase wage So, those people who are now under State awards, who are
rates with enterprise bargaining agreements. For examplelassified as full-time employees, must see the danger not
taking the provisions for efficiency and productivity in only of having to work additional hours and not getting paid
industry, many sections of industry have been controlled ipenalty rates for it but, where no work is available, of being
the past by people who have refused to invest in that industrput off, because there are no minimum standards, only an

If we are to take the industry as a whole—and it is easy tdrourly rate. If there is only 20 hours work in that particular
calculate the figures because they come out on a yearly badislustry, they will be put off and receive only 20 hours pay.
through the Bureau of Statistics—we see that in some The minimum standard is four weeks annual leave. In
industries productivity hardly increases, if there is anysome awards, after many years of negotiations, in order for
increase at all in productivity. However, there are sections o$pecific conditions, such as working at weekends or working
those industries in which the proprietor is prepared to invest night or working on public holidays, there is five weeks
in new machinery and in new management and to increagannual leave. There is six weeks annual leave in some
productivity within his own area, but that increase inawards. The minimum standard proposed by the Liberal Party
productivity will refer to that particular industry only, notto is four weeks, and we all know that in times of recession and
the industry as a whole. when times are hard there are workers who, for job security

Under the provisions put up by the Liberals, no matteff€asons or for reasons of currying favour with the employer,

how efficient one particular proprietor becomes, the commis&® Prepared to accept minimum standards in order to
sion has to take cognisance of the whole of the industry. ffintain a job. So, every State award under the Liberal
those circumstances, | cannot see any way in which thBarty’s proposition is in danger. The new minimum standard
Liberals can legally provide for increases in enterpriseS Proposed by the Liberals will also apply to agreements—
bargaining. Therefore, under the formula set down by the MrOswald interjecting:

Liberal Party in its policy, employees in individual firms will . Mr FERGUSON: Already, Sir, the member for Morphett
not have enterprise-driven agreements registered for inS Suggesting that the very thing that | am putting to the
creased wages and conditions, because the efficiency af@'liament is the motivation behind the proposition. He
productivity of the industry itself would not have increased.Would make sure that there are no bankruptcies in South

Many of the terms involved are vague. | do not know what ustralia provided that he pays slave labour wages and
‘interest of the community’ actually means. conditions for those people who are working under South

Mr Oswald interjecting: Australian State e}wards. The conditions t.h_at are being
' i proposed by the Liberals under this proposition are worse
Mr FERGUSON: Nobody else has to write my speechesihan what workers are getting paid for in Singapore.
so far as industrial relations are concerned. | have been pembers interjecting:
involved in industrial relations since I was 16 and know a bit  \ir FEERGUSON: What about bankrupting the workers?
about the matter. | would match my knowledge of industriakrh ¢ js the question that | pose to members opposite. The new
relath_ns with yours at any time. S,o, I do not know what theminimum standards proposed by the Liberals will apply to
term ‘interest of the community’ means. What does the,greements as well as awards. They certainly do contrast with
Liberal Party mean when it says that the commission cannqfe cyrrent situation where enterprise agreements cannot
register an agreement unless it takes into consideration thg,qermine other award conditions. Under the Liberals’
interest of the community? This is a matter that will finish up,,-on6sals, provided that enterprise agreements can be reached
in the High Court, because nobody can determine what thagith the employees on the shopfloor, it does not matter what
actually means. an award says. So, we are going to see in a very short time,
People involved in industrial relations remember the hoursn some industries, award conditions so eroded that the
and hours of argument that took place in the Federal Arbitraawards themselves could not last—or they become a joke.
tion Commission about what ‘state of the economy’ actuallyThis is the situation that we are faced with.
meant, and whether it was the economy which prospered or Certainly, individuals can negotiate to better those award
whether it is the country that could afford to pay, so far asconditions under the present set of circumstances. At the
basic wage increases were concerned. We now have a whaigment there is nothing to stop an individual going up to the
set of conditions putting back in place those industrial termgmployer and saying, ‘I am worth $20 a week more’, and
that went out of fashion 20 years ago. This is the sort othere is nothing to stop the employer paying him. There is
proposition that the Liberal Party is putting up. The wholenothing to stop the employer paying additional penalty rates,
thrust of the Liberal Party’s policies is a web of conditionsadditional holidays or indeed any other condition. But the
that will be very difficult to meet all at the same time in any minimum rates of the award at the moment are protected.
period of our history. Under the Liberal Party’s proposition the minimum rates of
Itis my understanding that new awards need only contaithe awards will be undermined.
minimum standards. Those minimum standards are a If you take a small shop where six people might be
minimum hourly rate to be reviewed yearly by the full benchworking, there would be nothing to stop the employer putting
of the commission, four weeks annual leave, 10 days annudls son or daughter on the shopfloor, calling them an
sick leave (it does not specify whether this is to be cumulaemployee—and that happens now from time to time—and
tive), and unpaid parent and adoption leave, and this raisgoing to the Industrial Commission and saying, ‘I have an
a question whether it would be less than the prescriptioenterprise bargaining situation with this employee, making
period now available. These are the only standards that nesdre that the conditions so undercut the award that it would
apply. There is no reference to all of the other provisions nowindermine the award: they have an agreement which
applying in awards. This will put in danger the 382 hourundermines the award and which puts the award in jeopardy.
week, or even the 40 hour week. There is no minimunirhat is the sort of proposition that we are looking at under the
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conditions that are being set by the Liberals. Under thén that occupation can be roped in. As a matter of course they
Liberals’ proposals individuals may agree to conditions thamust receive that minimum wage.

are less than the current award provisions, provided that they under the propositions put forward by the Liberal Party,
do not accept less than the minimum conditions prescribeghe first people who will come under attack will be the non-
under the Liberal Party’s policy. This will inevitably mean ynionists, people who do not have the protection of a union
that award conditions will be eroded as people accept inferiosnd who are in certain industries that are particularly suitable

agreements. for female labour. | refer specifically to the clerical areas, to
Mr Oswald: How do you get rid of the million unem- the retail sales area and to the hospitality industry. These are

ployed? Tell us that. the very people who have come under attack both in New
Mr FERGUSON: Certainly not by paying them $3 an Zealand and in Victoria. Some of the worst offenders in

hour. Victoria have been members of one of the strongest unions

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Interjections are out N Australia, the AMA. The AMA has gone to its receptionist
of order, and the member for Henley Beach will direct hisin Victoria, given her an hourly rate and said, ‘That is what
comments to the Chair. your contract is: sign it or else.’

Mr FERGUSON: | am sorry, Sir. | was happy to accept  Out the door go penalty rates, annual leave and everything
that interjection because it was so stupid. The proposition ¢?lse; they have a minimum hourly rate. That is the sort of
the Liberal Party’s policy of reducing unemployed by payingthing that has been happening in Victoria under a Liberal
them $3 an hour is a nonsense. That is not going to improvadministration. | put it to the House that these will be the first
the number of people who will be employed. All it will do is People to come under attack with the Liberal Party’s policy.
make sure that more families will not be able to afford to live.Just imagine people working in a country service station, in
The current depressed conditions in industry and the large country delicatessen or in a roadhouse somewhere without
number of unemployed will inevitably mean that the employ-the protection of a union and under individual contracts. They
er is in a superior bargaining position. In the first instancewill be the first ones to come under fire so far as this policy
unscrupulous employers will force inferior wages andis concerned. Members of the public ought not to be fooled
conditions, and then all other employers as a matter of natur&Y the proposition that ‘We are not going to do a Kennett',
competition will have to follow. | put it to the House: what because that is exactly what was said in Western Australia.
bargaining power would a 16-year-old girl have in a delica-Mr Court got up in Western Australia and said that he was
tessen when she is bargaining with the proprietor so far as hget a Kennett.
wages and conditions are concerned? Absolutely none! What do we find? The attack that has been made on

The employer has the whip hand in every direction. Hgndustrial relations in the Western Australian State Parliament
has the right to hire and fire; he has the right to increase dé worse than the conditions that have been applied by
decrease her wages; he has the power to say what hours dfgnnett in Victoria. So, | think the public of South Australia
will work; he has the power to say whether or not there willshould be very wary of the policy that has been put forward
be shift penalties; and he has a superior condition in 100y the Liberal Party. Historically, workers have relied on the
different ways. Those are the sorts of conditions that th@bility of their representatives, the union, to argue for
Liberal Party is trying to force on State awards in Southimprovements to the minimum wage on their behalf in
Australia. There has not been much talk about this, becaugébitrated cases before the Industrial Commission. This
the Liberals want to keep it quiet. They are saying, ‘| am no@ward, by law, then binds all employees. How could anybody
like Jeff Kennett, but it is there in black and white; you have without experience, such as a young typist of 21, 22 or 23, go
only to read their policy. into the Industrial Commission and start arguing and

If you read their policy, what follows is the same as isbPargaining for an industrial agreement?
happening in Victoria, in Western Australia, in Tasmaniaand The Industrial Commission is like any other court: itis a
in New South Wales so far as State awards are concerned fffightening experience when you first go in there. | know
| were a State Government employee, | would be taking &ecause | was in there for years and it took me a long time—
great deal of note of what the Liberal Party policy is so far asind | am a fairly aggressive person—to get used to the
the State Government employees are concerned. It will ndadustrial Commission. Can members imagine a junior
be long before we will have heads of department runningemale typist going into the commission and arguing her case
around with a contract in one hand and a pen in the othdvefore the commission for an agreement with all the other
saying, ‘We want you on individual contracts, because thatonditions that must be complied with, including the
is what is happening in the Liberal States. | know of acommunity interests that must be taken into account, the
message that was sent to the head of TAFE in Victoria, wheconomy, whether the industry is efficient, and everything
was told by the Premier, ‘Get those people under contractlse that goes with it? It is impossible and it will not be done.

within 24 hours or sack them.’ We know what will happen under the Liberal Party’s

If | were a State Government employee, | would be veryproposition. Somebody will approach employees with an
very careful about voting for the Liberals or putting them inagreement that has already been typed out, put a pencil in
office, with the industrial relations policy they are proposingtheir hand and say, ‘Here you are, sign this because if you
at the present time. The first people to bear the brunt of thdon’t you will be out the door’ and they will sign it. To make
Liberal Party’s policy will be those who are currently roped matters worse, a lot of those agreements will be signed under
into awards that come under a common rule award. | do naluress. The Liberal Party’s policy is to make sure that those
want to get too technical, because | know that not too mangontracts are abided by and, if they are not, the employer can
members opposite understand what a common rule award iske the employee before the Industrial Court and have them
but what happens is that, once the State commission has befgmed or gaoled. That is reminiscent of the old industrial
convinced that a particular class of classification of employeeelations proposition that we had in Australia before the
should receive a certain minimum wage, all the employee€larry O’'Shea case.
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Every industrial principle that the unions and the labourthrough my mind. At civic receptions for Her Majesty Labor
movement have fought for will be put in jeopardy by the members and their wives have pushed and shoved to get up
industrial relations policy that has been put forward by theo the white line to be received. | have seen this happen. Itis
Liberals. What members opposite are saying is, ‘Don’t worryamusing to see them all running now under the republican
everything will be all right’. However, the evidence that onebanner. When Her Majesty has been present members of the
can put together is that everything will not be all right. Opposition when attending these functions have had diffi-

We will see in South Australia the new New Zealandculty being able to speak to Her Majesty because Labor
syndrome. Many examples were put to me when | visited thamembers and their wives have been fighting to get up to the
country of employers putting documents in front of employ-front as quickly as they could. It is an amusing scenario.
ees and saying, ‘Sign here. Take it or take your notice’. | Mr Hamilton: Some.
cannot understand why this would not happen in South Mr OSWALD: One member opposite says, ‘Some’, but
Australia because we would be introducing a similar set ofhere is no question about it. | have seen Labor members and
circumstances to those that apply in New Zealand if theheir wives pushing to get up to the front, and now the Labor
Liberal Party policy comes to fruition. Party is waving the republican banner. The honourable

I have not had time to refer to the position of employeemember referred to the Liberal Party’s running two objec-
ombudsman, so | will take that up at a later stage. Théives. He particularly chose our industrial relations policy to
employee ombudsman is a very curious proposition and poséy to get that message across. It was interesting to sit here
more questions than it answers. What will happen to thosand reflect on their Prime Minister, Paul Keating, who had
people who provide advice in respect of award coverage anahe agenda prior to the last election but who obviously now
who make sure that award coverage is provided in Southas another agenda. If ever | have seen anyone duck, weave,
Australia? Will they be put off? Will a number of people turn and switch agendas, it is that Labor politician in
involved in that part of the industrial relations area be put offCanberra.
and replaced by the ombudsman? What powers will the | do not think that any member on the Government side
ombudsman have? Will the ombudsman have the power teould wax too eloquently with insinuations about what the

enforce proper wages in this State? Liberal Party is up to when the Labor Party through the Prime
Minister of this country is capable of changing course not just
Mr OSWALD (Morphett): | support the resolution between one election and another but for the whole time he

before the House this evening and express my congratulationsis held office, and indeed before he was even elevated to
to the Governor for the manner in which she has conductethat high office of Prime Minister, when he was fighting Bob
her duties over the past 12 months. Hawke and trying to wrest the leadership from him. You

I would also like to record my condolences to the familiescould not trust the man and you still cannot trust him. We are
of Sir Condor Laucke, the Hon. Hugh Hudson, the Hon. Dicknow concerned about the fact that we are going to get the
Geddes and Mr Bert Teusner. | did not know Hugh HudsorGST in another form. We all knew before the election that
or Bert Teusner. | would have shaken their hand at some timeabor had another agenda for additional taxation and
or other as part of my parliamentary duties but | have neveadditional revenue gathering.
sat down and had a discussion with them. From the eulogies In conclusion, | state that we just cannot trust Labor. They
that | have heard in the House regarding Hugh Hudson therare now trying to do something which | know has been
appears to be no question that he was a brilliant administrat@volving all day. There was a set of directions, and | thought
and well thought of. that it came through right from the beginning of Question

| did not have a lot to do with Bert Teusner, but | knew Time until the honourable member’s speech. The script is
him by reputation. He made a major contribution to thevery clear. All through Question Time right up to when the
House. | believe that at one stage he was Speaker of thedection is held we will have this continuous attack on the
House. With Dick Geddes it was a different situation. I still credibility of the Leader of the Opposition. This is a very old,
know the Geddes family and | knew Dick Geddes well whertired tactic. The member smiles. He knows | am right. The
he had his farm at Ipinichi out of Wirrabara. The Geddesnstructions would have gone out in the Party room before-
family were very close family friends of the Oswalds. We hand that every time a Minister has to reply he must include
used to visit them in my younger days, and | was saddenegvo or three sentences attacking the Leader of the Opposition
to learn that Dick had passed away. for the consumption up here of the public gallery and the

Sir Condor Laucke was a gentleman of the highest ordepress gallery. There is no question about that because they ran
a man who had the ability to put together magnificent piecet script. Every Minister except the Minister who sits on the
of the English language. He used to visit Glenelg regularlyextreme left ran to script and made sure they dropped in two
during our Commemoration Day ceremony. He was a populaor three sentences that could be picked up in relation to the
figure and whenever he was asked to speak on an impromplieader of the Opposition.
basis he held the imagination and attention of all those These were absolutely scurrilous allegations without any
present. He could take a situation, turn it around and ensumibstance or meaning whatsoever. They were all scripted, and
that the people at that function understood the historicalve are going to put up with this script until the next election
significance of where they were. He was highly regarded anso that they can try to undermine the Leader. This practice is
will be sadly missed. He made a major contribution to thenot new. It has been done before and, if they are so tired and
State. He was a man of humility and a great contributor righso devoid of tactics that they have got to go back to that old
across the Commonwealth. practice, that is fine. Now we have the member for Henley

I was interested to listen to the remarks of the member foBeach on his feet taking the other tack, which has been
Henley Beach. He began his Address in Reply by referringrround for years, of running the scare tactics. That is the third
to the fact and making sure that we all understood that he igne which I learnt from the member who will become the
anti-royalist and very pro-republican. While he was speakingmember for Napier and who interjects all the time, ‘Tell us
the occasions when the Queen has visited this State weyour policies.’ That ought to be dropped out of this Chamber,
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because it has well and truly been tried by the honourablbave had them all before. They came out through all the
member and | use it over this side. policy speeches of the past 10 years, and now the new
An honourable member interjecting: Premier is starting to trot them all out, albeit with a new

Mr OSWALD: The honourable member opposite decidessPeech writer, but the same policy lines for the South
to use it as well, and at the end of the day good public debat®ustralian public to swallow. In his 1982 policy speech, Mr
is passed over. You, Sir, will recall that we had a debate ifBannon promised:
this Chamber earlier this year over the establishment of the ... a Goernment willing to work directly with the private sector
Economic Development Board. It was a Bill which the to take the lead to unlock investment funds and create real jobs.

Opposition supported. You, Sir, may recall the circumstancegyhat was the result? Arthur D. Little, as | said earlier, went
that led up to the debate. In 1992 the Arthur D. Little reporton record referring to the State Government's shooting at any
had been circulated, and it was obvious from that report thajrd that flew past, while the debt slowly grew to an equiva-
the whole term of the Bannon Government from 1982 tqent of $9 738 for every South Australian. Then there was the
1992—on which the report homed in—showed that the Labopromise in the 1982 policy speech of jobs and getting people
Government had not seen the need to implement an industrighck to work in a productive way. They were similar remarks
policy that fundamentally addressed economic restructuringg those which | read out a few seconds ago from the new
As a result, the South Australian economy had lagged welbremier's Meeting the Challenge document. Although, as |
beh]nd those of the other States. A wealth of statistics |§aid, it was a different Speech Writer' the messages neverthe-
available to show that. less are there. The performance is that since 1982 average

The Government was happy to use the MFP and try to linknonthly unemployment has grown from 44 000 to over
into and build onto the MFP. It has tried to build on the 80 000, which is a record unemployment level for this State.
Liberal Party’s Technology Park initiative—an initiative of ~ premier Arnold promises to reduce the tax burden on
the Leader of the Opposition, the Hon. Dean Brown, who wagysiness and to boost employment, as did the former Premier
involved in setting up Technology Park. If one goes back tqn each of his policy speeches. Why should Premier Arnold
the Arthur D. Little report, one sees that it highlights the factye pelieved in 1993, when his predecessor in 1982 was
that the Bannon Government (one may recall the codgyromising in his policy speech that he would not allow State
because it has been used often by the Bannon Cabinet) shgkes and charges such as transport fares, electricity and
atany bird that happened to fly past, rather than planning fafospital charges to be used as a form of taxation and that he
the future economic wellbeing of the State. Because of thajyould set up an independent inquiry into the State’s revenue
we are now in our present position. It is interesting to noteg|lections? Of course, that promised tax inquiry never took
that the Minister of Industry, Trade and Technology througtwace_

most of that time was the present Premier (Hon. Lynn  pares taxes and charges have soared since that time. In
Arnold), who was responsible for the Government's €ConoMe, 1 the Cabinet, of which the Premier was a very senior
ic development policies d_urlng the whole of the B_annon €amember, proceeded to record the highest State taxes and
I supported the establishment of the Economic Developcharges that this State has ever known, yet in his Meeting the
ment Board because | knew at the time that the Cabingthallenge document he says it is a new image, scene and
needed a board like that to advise it. It needed it because it Rgrection. Between 1982 and 1992 land tax rose 144 per cent,
longer had any initiative, it no longer had any ideas Ofelectricity tariffs went up 115 per cent and public transport
credibility, it no longer had any integrity and it no longer had by 286 per cent.
any management skills. Hence, the need for an EconomiC 1, gre we to believe this new Premier if he says that
Development Board at least to give it some advice. We hag, e will be new directions and changes? It is unbelievable.
the spectacle today where one of the Ministers decided to trg,e record is not there. All we are doing is getting this

out slome of the material cc;]miEg froLn tﬂis EConomiC harade once again of the Government's saying that it is new
Development Board because he knew that he needed SOmRy that everything is different. It is not different: it is the

good news out there. Yesterday's Question Time wa§sme people running the same ship. Why should we think
appalling. This Government did not gain any brownie pointssremier Arnold’s manifesto in the Meeting the Challenge

whatsoever. So, we received prematurely the report from thg, - ,ment is any more believable and acceptable than the

Economic Development Board. o _ previous manifesto in the various policy speeches?

_The Arthur D. Little report did one thing: it confirmed  \jeeting the Challenge will not alter the basic direction of
without any shadow of a doubt what had been happening ifhe | ahor Party, as long as it continues to be controlled by the
the State over the past 10 years. We then had a change @rion hosses in the industrial wing on South Terrace.
Premier and we saw the deck chairs reshuffled. We had gyeeq, we had another example tonight from the member for
lofty speech from Premier Arnold on Thursday 22 April, yeney Beach, who gave us a 1920s summary and assessment
when he launched his ‘Meeting the Challenge'. His speect inqstrial relations. It was a far cry from the real world out
contained such lofty statements as the following: there. He did not talk about the million unemployed, about

The challenge involves rebuilding and restructuring ourthe high rates of bankruptcy that have resulted and caused the

economy. It involves providing South Australia with a clear andnrghlems or about the unit cost of labour. All they are
positive new economic direction, redefining the State’s position an o - S
role, both within Australia and internationally. The challenge is toterested in is wringing the last dollar out of business.

achieve them in a way which reduces the tax burden on business and In times of plenty one can get up and make speeches such
boosts employment, protects families and restores optimism angs that delivered by the member for Henley Beach. However,
confidence among South Australians. in times of recession, which have been brought about by the
The gall of Premier Arnold to recycle the old throw away policies of this socialist Government opposite, one cannot get
lines that Premier Bannon used during 10 years is quitep and make those 1920s-type speeches, because businesses
unbelievable. The public will not be fooled a second time, noout there are ready to fall over. Shortly, we will be into
should they. Those throw away lines are all very familiar. Weanother round of dismissals, businesses falling over and
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bankruptcies and, every time a business falls over, more matocument promised results, with improvements to the
and women are left out and more families are unemployedadministrative and development controls, particularly in

We have the problem of people such as the member faegard to the powers and responsibility of planning author-
Henley Beach who have the mentality to get up on their feeities, the formulation of planning policy, the approval process
in this House and tell us why the workers must be paid foand appeal rights.

full hours. They decry the Liberal Party’s policy and referto  The review promised a revised planning system with a
four weeks holiday. If one went overseas and talked aboujreater degree of predictability, one which was more prompt,
four weeks holiday, people in other countries would think thakfficient and responsive to industry requirements. Whilst not
we were in Utopia. all these objectives have been achieved, the new system

Yet, we have 1 million unemployed, we have bankruptciesmakes achievement more possible; however, this is a pretty
and businesses falling over, and we have this 1920s speegfall step from the development industry’s point of view.
decrying a Party that is trying to set a direction, get businesyhat has happened is that the Government has changed the
ses back on their feet and get employment going again angiructure and the procedure but not the substance. It really
unemployment under control. About 40 percent of our youthgiepends on how you read the original review terms of
are unemployed, and | would have thought that in his diatribgeference, because they refer to improvements not in
and attack on the Liberal Party the member for Henley Beactlevelopment controls but in the administration of develop-
would have had some regard for the fact that, if we have 4ghent controls.
percent of our youth unemployed—brought about during the  gggenially, the development controls have not changed,
era of the Labor Party—there must be something wrong withq the only guarantee that they will change is the political
the existing system. ) . will and commitment of the Government of the day. For

I there is something wrong with the existing system, yOUgyample, most major developments have foundered; those
go out and correct it, or look for what is wrong; you do nothat have foundered have all been based on a major plan or
go back and read the speeches that were made in the heady|ear concept of where they were going, but they have still
days of the 1920s, when the union movement and industrighndered because of the lack of finance, public argument
relations were beginning, and then try to trot them out hergyer requests for free public land in return for handing over
in 1993, in an entirely different scenario. If all members Ofdevelopment benefits and the exacerbation of allegedly

the Labor Party think the way the member for Henley Beachs|yple problems, involving such things as transportation
thinks, and if we continue down those tracks, woe betide thg sand and coastal protection issues.

future of this country. There has. to be cooperation betyveen Of course, there is the perceived insensitivity about and
employers and employers and, if we can get cooperation i, ;

. ; ; ploitation of environmentally sensitive locations. Every one
the workplace and get jobs and businesses going, we haveoiaa dozen projects that have failed or remain stalled from the
chance of getting this country out of trouble. At the moment

things look grim and will continue to do so until there is a P2t 10 years fits into these areas and, unless there is some

change of Government. | do not think there is too much dou olitical will to address those problems relevant to the
at the moment about there being a change of Governmen%ﬁfﬁé?%&igggmpdgﬁess’ the new Development Actin itself

The Government is certainly wringing out the sponge .
y ging pong After the release of the Arthur D. Little report, the

regarding the passing of the new Development Act. | wish to ; :
say a few words about that, because it is a subject in whicfrovernment found it necessary to dress up its Bannon era
I am taking a lot of interest of late; | find it a fascinating PClicies and promises ofanew image. As | stated earlier, the

subject, and I hope I have the opportunity to become heavi(l}{;?ag.e included Premier Arnold’s reminding us at page 5 of
involved in this whole question of urban development and"€€ting the Challenge that the Government is now commit-
planning. Itis all very well for the Government to wring out t€d {0 generating jobs and rebuilding the State’s economy,

the sponge over the passing of the new Development AcPuilding on the strengths of the past etc., and so on it goes.
which the Opposition supported in principle, because it wadVe Might well question what are those strengths of the past,
an improvement on the previous system. However, | wa§ONSidering that the same group of senior Ministers, with
disappointed: | put up 80-odd amendments, but the Goverrg°Me minor exceptions, made all the incorrect decisions over
ment chose to reject most of them. | guess that is its prerogd?€ Past 10 years. Certainly, for the sake of the State, | hope
tive, because of its political base, whereas | tend to be mo at they utilise the Development Act better than they utilised

conservative and more free market oriented. The GovernmeHt® Planning Act and that we get some development under
chose to reject most of my amendments. way. To illustrate my point, | quote from another promise:
The Government claims that the new system will provide  Since 1982 the Labor Government has promised a series of
greater certainty, decision-making will become more operproject_s to enhance the State’s tourist, leisure and economic
and the respective roles of State and local government wilfotential-
be much clearer. In other words, the perception put abroad iBhe performance has been dismal. | will just run through a
that we have a brand new system, which will facilitate the fastew projects that Labor has failed to secure during that time.
track development, and that this is the incentive that has bedérhere is the Marino Rocks marina, $360 million; the Mount
needed to get the cranes back on our skyline. In point of fact,ofty hotel and cable car, $55 million; Jubilee Point,
it will take a lot more than this to get the cranes on our$160 million; Wilpena tourist resort, $50 million; Marine-
skyline again, including a change of culture within the Laboriand, $39 million; a paper recycling plant, $300 million;
Party and a change of its attitude to the private sectodictoria Square facelift, $200 million; O-Bahn tunnel under
wherein lies our best chance of recovery. the parklands, $40 million; southern O-Bahn and Tonsley
In relation to expectations of the planning and developinterchange, $170 million; Art Gallery expansion, $30 mill-
ment industry, there is still considerable disappointment inon; Woomera redevelopment, $250 million; Darlington
the community in relation to certain aspects of the newbypass and third arterial road to the southern suburbs, $50
Development Act. Essentially, the planning review referencenillion; the third unit for the Northern Power Station, $450
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million; and the petrochemical and local gasification plantsproject that was trumpeted by the Labor Party to raise finance
$1 000 million. They are just a few of the lost projects. for low cost housing. It collapsed in 1983.

In the few minutes remaining | would like to refer to ~ The Tonkin Government was a very successful Govern-
public housing, because | am becoming increasingly conment, despite the fact that it was decried by members of the
cerned about reports that | am receiving, from people wh@®pposition. It is interesting to see the former Premier shake
work in the public housing sector or who are close to thahis head and the honourable member, my friend opposite,
sector through membership of public housing lobby groupsscoff at it in jest, but everything | have said tonight illustrates
that the South Australian Housing Trust is financially non-the disaster of 10 years of Labor Government. After the last
viable at a time when uncertainty surrounds grant money&0 years there is no good news that Labor can hang its petard
that are likely to come to housing authorities, such as then—no good news whatever.
trust, from the Commonwealth Government. I look forward to an entertaining speech from the honour-

Both the Federal and State Labor Governments have be@hple member. He always gives an entertaining speech. | am
in power for 10 years and there is no-one else to blame fopot sure that the substance of it is always as entertaining as
this situation, which has been slowly evolving over the pashe would like, but in his contribution he might like to tell us
four or five years. We have all known about the massive dep¥hat some of the highlights of Labor have been over the last
structure building up within the trust. We have known for two 10 years, because | shall wait with the greatest of interest to
years that the Commonwealth Government has been gearifigar what they are. Do not trot out the usual two we hear of
up to cut back on funding to housing authorities, but the Stat€Very year, year after year, because we had some involvement
Government is yet to make a move. | know that the trustn those too. We had involvement in the early days of the
board is becoming extremely concerned about this. It is afliscussion on the Grand Prix, and the Federal Government
well and good for the board to become concerned, but | givév/as also involved with the submarines, so he cannot claim
the Government notice in regard to the Estimates Committeat. But the rest has been a tragedy for South Australia.
that it will be on notice to give a careful and detailed account We know what will happen when we go to the polls: that
as to why the trust has become non-viable. Why has this a foregone conclusion. | look forward to getting into
Government allowed the massive expansion of debt withigsovernment so that we can do something about reversing
the trust's structure? Where is the trust going in the futurewhere we have gone. The Liberal Tonkin Administration had
Will we see a massive selling off of our public housing stocksuccesses—it had successes in the area of public housing.
as well as rent increases? The lists have now blown out; the Government has yet to

It has already been noted that there is already a sale bring the housing Iis_ts under control; it is yet to tell us. We
land from within the trust. It is already involved in damage 00k forward to finding out what the Government will do
control and this is a matter of grave concern. We certainljgPout arresting the debt within the Housing Trust, which of
intend pursuing that matter. In 1982, 24 000 people were oROUIS€E IS NOW SO SEerious.
the trust's waiting list. At that stage, the Leader of the | conclude my remarks by referring to the Governor's
Opposition of the Labor Party—the Labor Party was then irspeech. The Governor has done a marvellous job in her
Opposition—and the various spokesmen and women ofluties, but | regret that the speech she presented on behalf of
housing screamed their heads off, yet by June 1992, aftdlpe Government is of great concern. It lacked direction for the
10 years of Labor Administration, the number on the waitingState; it did not set down a program; it did not set down any
list has increased from 24 000 to 42 787 people. hope for the future; it said nothing about What_we are go_ing

| notice that the socialist screaming died, because thfg?do for the 42 per cent of youth unemployed; it said nothing
realised that during those 10 years all those other matters th&p0ut what we are going to do for families. It was just another
I have referred to tonight, plus the housing, the problems wgart of perception politics to make it look as though the
had in the welfare sector, the problems we had through smafovernment was doing something, knowing that it is now
business, the unemployment, the youth unemployment, tHi€void of ideas. But the Government is obviously just
bankruptcies—they all started to build up to a crescendo an@iarking time, waiting for the election, and it should go and
it was reflected in the Housing Trust waiting list as peopled© NOW- o _

Sought pub“c housing_ The Hon. MJ EVANS (Mlnlster of Health, Fam”y

In 1982, 55 per cent of Housing Trust tenants were or"d Community Services):l move:
rental rebates. The rebates at the time totalled $19.4 million. That the time for moving the adjournment of the House be
By 1992, after 10 years of Labor, 74 per cent of Housingtxtended beyond 10 p.m.

Trust tenants, or more than 45 000 people, were involved, and Motion carried.

they were receiving rebates totalling $103 million—a rise  Mr MEIER (Goyder): | support the motion for the
from $19 million, when the Liberals went out, to $103 mill- Address in Reply given by Her Excellency and | note with
ion after 10 years of Labor. Also in June 1992, the trust hadadness the passing of several members of Parliament since
rental arrears of $7.75 million, and we now see that it haghe last time we came together for the official opening. In
been running at $5 million over the last four years. particular, | refer to the Hons Sir Condor Laucke, Dick

In 1981-82, under a Liberal Government, $518 000 wagseddes, Bert Teusner and Hugh Hudson. | would like to
paid in emergency housing assistance to the people expeeixtend my sympathies to the families of all those former
encing a housing crisis, yet 10 years later—after 10 years gfiembers.

Labor—the living conditions and living standards of South | knew Sir Condor from the late 1950s when he actually
Australians have dropped to such an extent that, instead oflled into our house on more than one occasion. | remember
$518 000 being paid out, the figure has now risen tdie drove a Volkswagen Karmen Ghia at that stage. It was a
$8.96 million—a rise from $500 000 to $9 million over the very unusual car. | suppose | was at that age where | took
period of the Labor administration. This sort of thing is anparticular interest in motor cars and | could not help asking
absolute tragedy. The Ramsay Trust was a much heraldédim about the various intricacies of that motor vehicle. |
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watched with interest Sir Condor’s progress through the yeargast six months or maybe even 12 months, ‘In some ways
and he certainly was a great man; he served his State and lyigu farmers would be taking less risk if you spent 12 months
country particularly well and he will be sadly missed. | at the Casino rather than spending it on your farm.’ | say it
particularly extend my sympathies to his wife, Lady Rose. with tongue in cheek and | think they all recognise it that
Likewise, | knew the Hon. Bert Teusner quite well. | wasway, but farming is so very risky this year when the crops
very pleased to have had a fairly lengthy chat with him aboubave gone in so late.
18 months, two years ago at a function in Tanunda. He | have to pay tribute to all farmers, because they refuse to
reminisced a little bit at that stage about some things relatedccept defeat and are determined to do everything they can
to the Parliament and about just where we were going &b make this season a success. | simply hope that the law of
present. | know he had fond memories of his years here in theverages will help them, that the small amount of rain we
House of Assembly. Again, he made a great contribution tdhave had in so many areas will be offset by the average
this State and likewise his family will sorely miss him. rainfall and that they have a good harvest. | know many
Whilst I met the Hon. Dick Geddes I did not know him so farmers have said that they remember planting in August in
well but | know that he also served this State in a verypast years and on occasions they have reaped 10 or 14 bad
responsible manner and contributed significantly to it. Icrops. Let us hope that is the case again this year.
extend my sympathies to the members of his family. Other devastation caused by the mice, apart from their
I do not know that | ever had the opportunity to meeteffect on grain, has been on stubbles and hay. | was speaking
Hugh Hudson. He was before my time in Parliament but with a horse breeder who said that for the first time since he
certainly well remember reading about him in the newspaperstarted in the horse business—and | think that dates back to
and seeing him on television. | have heard many stories thale early 1950s—he has had to buy in hay for horses simply
members have cited, particularly in the past few days. It ibecause the mice have ruined all his hay.
obvious that Hugh Hudson was a very powerful man and he Often the devastation goes beyond the field into the home.
contributed greatly to this State. Likewise | extend myFarmers’ wives have told me that it gets pretty upsetting
sympathies to the members of his family. when you are woken in the morning by a mouse biting on
Mr Acting Speaker, as we know Her Excellency’s speectyour ear. It is pretty upsetting to see mice crawling up the
is actually prepared by the Government. It would appear taurtains and to see those curtains literally being ruined over
me that an election is needed. This Government has run oatperiod. Other people not on farms but living in rural areas
of steam. As one person | spoke with shortly after hearing thare also being hard hit. | cite the case of one person whose
speech said, ‘There is nothing new in it.’ | believe on closerceiling has been completely ruined by mice eating holes
examination that that is the truth. It is a marking time speechthrough it. The mice droppings and urine have come through
Itis quite obvious that the Government does not know wher¢he ceiling and ruined his carpet.
it is going and it is a shame that the Government has not He said that he puts out eight baits of poison daily and
called an election already. The people of South Australia arthey still keep increasing. One can well understand his
waiting for it and | hope that they will pass their judgment in desperation to get strychnine. He has been in contact with me
the way judgment should be passed on a Government that hegveral times and | have been in contact with the Minister's
done a huge amount of harm to South Australia over so manyffice to try to get strychnine for him and for others. He owns
years. an acre property on which he breeds dogs. As he is not a
| want to direct some comments to the rural sector. It igorimary producer or broad acre farmer, the department has
not in good shape presently. There are many reasons for gaid, ‘He is not eligible to receive strychnine and we will not
In much of the electorate of Goyder the rural sector has beemsue it to him.” Therefore, he and his family continue to
suffering very severely from the mouse plague, a plague thauffer, as do many others like him. To add to his hardship, he
farmers and members of rural communities have becomis unable to claim for the damage to his ceiling, carpet or
accustomed to, | suppose, once every 10 years or so. furniture on insurance. Such damage is not covered, so it is
But this plague has been different. First, it has beer total loss for that person and for many others in a similar
concentrated in certain pockets. In many cases those pockeituation.
resulted from rain and weather devastation of crops in |complimentthe Minister on taking the courageous stand
November, December and January and the mice had af bringing strychnine into South Australia. Unfortunately,
massive supply of food. Of course, often the mice had spreaiti should have been done two months earlier, because the
from those pockets to other regions. However, as | toumillions of dollars’ worth of damage that has been caused to
through my electorate and speak with people | find that somthe State’s rural sector cannot be recouped. The strychnine
areas have been virtually devastated by the mice and othenas had a significant impact in many areas. It is still essential
have been affected in only a very minor way. for the Minister to make strychnine freely available; in other
The devastation has to be seen to be believed and undaverds, at no cost. Farmers who have decided not to buy it,
stood. | suppose the easiest devastation to see has been whezehaps because they cannot afford it—it is costing farmers
crops that have been planted have come up either to a venyany thousands of dollars to buy it—or for whatever reason,
limited extent or in a very patchy way because the mice havehould have access to it. It is all very well for one farmer to
taken so much grain. In one case a farmer on the Adelaidgeek to eradicate mice, but it takes only minutes, hours or
Plains between Mallala and Balaklava has, as of a week arahys before the mice can inundate his farm from an adjoining
a half ago, replanted in excess of 1 000 acres, and that ispaoperty.
huge cost to any farmer. Action should have been taken much earlier. | hope that
Itis not only the cost that is the problem, it is the fact thatthe mice will be virtually wiped out by the time the warmer
the season is now so very late. That farmer is particularlperiod comes. If not, then we have not yet seen any damage
worried that because the last of his crops were going in at thef consequence. As one farmer said to me, ‘If the mice are
end of July the chance of a good season rain-wise getill here when harvest comes, the Government is going to
slimmer and slimmer. | have said to many farmers during théose tens of millions of dollars because they will simply nip
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the stalk with the grain on it and then eat the grain. Not onlydo not buy your grain, surely you do not have to pay a levy
will we have another mouse plague, but we will not have anyn the grain that you grow.’ He said, ‘That is what | always
grain to harvest.’ | truly hope that we shall not have thatthought, John, until an inspector came to see me the other
situation in South Australia. week and asked where were the levies that | was supposed to

I have dwelt on the mouse plague as one of the big thingbave paid on the grain in my silos.’ He explained to the
that is operating at present, but many factors have affected thiespector that he grew the grain himself. The inspector said,
rural sector. Climatic conditions have had an enormousThat is irrelevant. If you are using the grain in a commercial
impact. What promised to be a golden harvest at the end sfense, you must pay the levy.” The levy varies from about
last year turned into a mud harvest for so many people. It wa$1.50 up to about $4 per tonne. He uses about 1 000 tonnes
tragic to see some of the best looking crops that | have evaf grain per year, so you can look at a figure of about $2 000
seen in my life literally turned into mud by the end of the to $3 000 extra a year that he will be charged. That could be
year, but it was even more tragic to see the faces of thapplied to so many other commercial enterprises. In fact, that
farmers who lost those tens, if not hundreds, of thousands @ another cunning way that the Government gets at small
dollars of potential income. businesses such as the pig farmer.

Of course, we have had the droughts, but we have also had |t js interesting if we look back to 1982 to see what the
many other factors over which the Government could havéhen Labor Opposition said about farmers. In the election
had some influence. | refer particularly to the massive cosfpeech, it was stated:
increases. What has hurt farmers as much as anything has ) )
been the cost increases. Very little heavy machinery is made Ve dW'” leéork with farmers and growers to reduce costs and
in Australia today. Why? Because it has been priced out ofPand markets.
the market by increasingly extravagant union demands. Wé/hat has actually happened? Farmers and their farms have
can always understand people asking for more—that is padeclined in profitability, and numbers in the past 10 years
of human nature—but when unions cannot see that they atewve been squeezed by low commodity prices, high costs and
ruining jobs for fellow unionists it is tragic. That is exactly increasing Government charges.

what has happened in the agricultural machinery business. |t js reflected in the continuing population drift from
Many firms Wh|Ch used to make haNQSterS, tractors and Oth%untry to C|ty Since 1981-82 the popu|ation of the metro-
agricultural implements here have disappeared. politan area has grown at a rate almost four times that outside
To add insult to injury, now that our dollar has droppedadelaide. Despite growing economic pressures country areas
to around the 68¢ mark, the cost of all those items hagave lost government services, as more have been centralised
increased enormously. Unfortunately, more and more farmei§ Adelaide on major regional centres. Hospitals, schools and
cannot afford to buy new machinery and are having to buyyelfare centres have closed or had many of their operations

secondhand machinery. As you, Mr Deputy Speaker, angrastically reduced. The cost of living in the country has gone
other members would know, that can only last so Iongup while quality of rural life has deteriorated.

Secondhand machinery finally wears to a stage where it is not
profitable to keep using it. That has to be addressed in thf9
future, and incentives have to be provided to the 1‘armingn

community to encourage them to purchase, but mor?nere are 977 fewer farms in South Australia, and hundreds

importantly, to try to get manufacturing back into this State. -
They have the cost of fertilisers continually increasing.! (€ Ver people are now employed on farms. The viability of
many of those who remain is precarious. Government

ﬁgteuTécg‘l?)Lljllr(?\\i,éﬁ?écwh?g:kr]nesr tvk\:gs“(le(zgyc;r gﬁzr%?éﬁg;?a@féne harge_s, WorkCover If_-;-vies,_ bureaucratic and indL_JstriaI
animportant part, and farmers rely on th'em, even though w$ gulations and exorbitant interest rates have crippled
as a country use chemicals to a very limited extent. The smal undr.eo.ls of farmers to the point of extinction.
businesses associated with the farming sector, such as the This is best demonstrated by the fact that the gross value
machinery dealers, have felt the effect of increasing costé’,f rural productionin Fhe State has deteriorated by 35 per cent
often as a result of Government imposts. | think of licencdn the past 10 years in real terms. The effect of this collapse
fees. Business after business continues to say to me: why & rural incomes on country towns and rural services is
we have to pay the various licence fees to Government?QPvious to see. Putting it another way, net farm income in
think of the fuel licence fee that they have to pay; a separatg_OUth Australia has in real terms gone down by $924 million
dangerous substances licence fee; a licence fee to be ableSi§ce 1980-81. Many elderly farm owners are stranded on
service air-conditioning equipment, and so it goes on, wittheir properties, unable to transfer farms to their chll_dren
fee after fee. because of State Government stamp duty. They receive no
I refer not only to State Government fees but also tgncome from the farm, but cannot qualify for the pension
Federal Government fees. The wholesale sales tax is such tiftcause their properties have a book value above the
it is now being applied at a higher rate than it had beefhreshold. It is an indictment on this Government that they
previously, because the Government is not allowing théave not looked after the farmers.
wholesale sales tax to be put on the cost price. Rather, they | was very pleased to be in attendance at a rural conference
are making the wholesale sales tax go onto the selling pricerganised by Liberal Leader Dean Brown, the Leader of the
so the Government is getting an extra per cent or two oOpposition, on 28 May, and it was great to see so many
wholesale sales tax; a very cunning move, again hurting rurakpresentatives come from around this State to that rural
businesses as much as anyone, and | can think of otheonference. Speaker after speaker highlighted the problems
Federal imposts. that he or she was experiencing in their particular area of
| was only talking with a gentleman this evening, a pigexpertise in the rural sector. We had people from all walks of
farmer, who asked me whether | was aware that he had to pdife and from the many organisations that are in the rural
alevy on any grain that he used on that farm. | said, ‘If youcommunities today.

Statistical evidence of the decline in farming since
81-82 shows that farmers have been suffering a decrease
profitability throughout most of that period. Since 1987
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I would like to mention briefly one document that was economy, simply reinforce what has gone wrong from the
referred to during the conference, a copy of which was givestrong part of our State, the large part, right through to the
to me afterwards. It is entitled ‘Target 2 000—Here for thepeople who no longer have jobs, who are suffering in a way
Marathon, not for the Short Sprint’ and was put out by thethat they have never suffered before. In conclusion, I refer to
Tumby Bay District Community Support and Action Group. the Public Service Association and what it emphasised back
This document highlights some of the real problems that havim 1982. It emphasised that South Australia had 50 000 out
beset that area of rural South Australia. It says under thef work; that one in three young people could not get work;
heading of ‘The Decline’ the following: that 24 000 people were on the Housing Trust waiting list;

In 1986 there were some 2 600 farmers on Eyre Peninsula. that the Liberal Government had devoted insufficient funds

1991 there were 1 800. Eight hundred farmers slowly slid out of théo education and health; and it advocated that it was time to
industry, in some cases hardly noticed, in particular from Governygte Labor.

ment circles. Of the 1 800 left, 400 are now in severe financial . . .
difficulty and are facing the dilemma of having to exit the industry. ~ YWhat is the situation today? Today, after Labor, South

A further 600 are under severe threat of survival with figures of soméustralia has more than 80 000 people out of work; almost
70 per cent of farmers in financial difficulty. one in two young people cannot get work; the Housing Trust
There is a lot of information along that line indicating what waiting list has blown out to more than 42 000; in education
it was that broke the backs of so many of these farmers, arfalindreds of teaching positions have been cut; and in health
still the Government sits back and does so very little. | willthere are record waiting lists for treatment at our public
say again, what did the ALP say in 19827 They said ‘We willhospitals. Itis time for an election. Itis time the Labor Party
work with farmers and growers to reduce costs and expandent.

markets.” What a broken promise.

I mentioned a little about small businesses and how they Mr HAMILTON (Albert Park): |, too, support the
are also affected by high costs. It is relevant for us toAddressin Reply to the Governor’s speech and like you, Mr
remember the situation as it applies to small business and tfeputy Speaker, express my condolences to the family of Sir
bankruptcy of small businesses. It is interesting to remembdgondor Laucke who, as has been said by previous speakers,
that since 1986-87, the time when bankruptcies for smalserved the State and the nation with great distinction. Equally,
business in South Australia were first collated, bankruptcieRichard Geddes was a member of the Legislative Council
have increased by 46.4 per cent. In fact, that was the figufgom 1965 to 1979 and is remembered particularly for his
to June 1992, and | do not have the figures for the past yeakork as a shadow Minister of Mines and Energy. Bert
A 46 per cent increase in bankruptcies is a tragic situation. Teusner was a member of the House of Assembly from 1944
guess when we look back over the past decade so mait§ 1970 and, as has been said by many other speakers, he
things have gone wrong that you can easily call it a decadgerved in many positions in the Parliament. Last but not least
of disasters, because it is one disaster after another. | remefs-Hugh Hudson who served in this House between 1965 and
ber that in the 1982 election speech it was said: 1979.

Today we lag behind. Record unemployment threatens more and Hugh Hudson made a lasting impression on me. | can
more people in our community. At the same time the number of jobsecall when | stood for pre-selection in the Labor Party in
available is shrinki'ng, even though work is being created throughoujyne 1979. | stood before some 250 delegates, and my
the rest of the nation, regardlgss of hard times. contribution dealt with equality of opportunity for all in
That was the former Premier (Hon. John Bannon) who wagducation. | quoted from a book given to me in 1972 at the
then Opposition Leader. The reality is that since 1982 Souti\NU by a Minister of the Victorian Government. | believe
Australia’s labour job creation has been lower than that ofhat equality of opportunity, irrespective of one’s background
every mainland State except Victoria. Our share of nationar financial position, should be the right of every person in
employment has declined. If South Australia had maintaineghe community. Hugh Hudson came up to me afterwards and
its 1982 share another 27 000 South Australians would be iongratulated me on my contribution. This was from a man
work today. What an indictment on this Government. Anothell had put on a pedestal, and | continued to respect him up
1982 statement by the former Premier is as follows: until his untimely death. He was a man that | believe, and as

In Government our major goal will be to get South Australianshas been said by many in this House, was respected by all

back to work in a productive way. As a first step we will establishyyho came in contact with him. | believe his death is a sad
the South Australian Enterprise Fund to assist the expansion %%ss not only to South Australia but to this nation

industry. o ; .
Many of us remember that the Enterprise Fund did not work. Iﬁslyct)u tl)ndlcateld eta}[rher Fo?ﬁ\y,PMrlDeput¥ ISpeaIrde[; this
In fact, over the past 120 months of Labor Government i > IKely to r(]eyour asttermin the Fariament. fwould hope
South Australia, the State’s unemployment rate has beelqat Is not the case. ) .
lower than the national average in only two months. Under 1€ Hon. B.C. Eastick:In this House.
Labor, average monthly unemployment in South Australia MrHAMILTON: Yes, in this House. | stand corrected.
has been 60843. This compares with 44 495 monthly hope that you have the opportunity to serve the Parliament
unemployment under the last Liberal Government, and ou the other place. I think your contribution in this House in
youth unemployment rate has been above 30 per cent sin#ae time that | have known you has been one of commitment
November 1991. What is more, over the past two years, wheand dedication and you certainly have not forgotten your
the now Premier (Hon. Lynn Arnold) was Minister of background. You certainly have not forgotten the trade union
Industry, Trade and Technology, South Australia lost 38 30@movement, and you certainly have not forgotten from whence
jobs. you came, unlike some other people

Itis obvious that South Australia has a longstanding jobs | turn now to the Hon. Don Hopgood, a man that | have
crisis because Labor policies fail to encourage the investmetield in high esteem and still hold in high esteem. He is a
to sustain real long-term jobs. | think my comments a littlequietly spoken man. Rarely have | seen him express words
earlier about the rural sector, the mainstay of this State’s anger. In fact, only on one occasion and, frankly, | was
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somewhat shocked to hear him issue an expletive, becausies?’ He said, ‘Kevin, it is interesting that you ask that
that is certainly not like the Hon. Don Hopgood. question, because only this week | had a chap come into see

The Hon. B.C. Eastick interjecting: me who had received a superannuation pay-out.’ This chap

Mr HAMILTON: Well, something a little bit stronger said to Bill, ‘I want to start up a business.’ Bill said, ‘What
than that. | knew his father-in-law, and the Hon. Donsort of a business?’ He said, ‘I don’t know, | just want a
Hopgood knows who | am talking about. His father-in-law business.’ Bill then said, ‘What sort of business acumen do
was a man | held in very high esteem, as | do the Hon. Dogou have?’ In reply, he was told, ‘Not a great deal.’ He then
Hopgood himself. | have listened with a great deal ofasked, ‘What knowledge do you have of industry; what do
attention to some of the contributions made by membergou know about turnover, slow stock, cash flows, etc.?’ The
opposite, and | think other people reading my contributiormanager informed me that this person had very little know-
and that of others would think that all the ills of the farming ledge and very little business acumen.
community, the economy, the unemployment, the bankrupt- This State Government set up the Small Business Corpora-
cies, and so on can all be foisted on this Government. tion to assist those people, and | have referred to it many

Thatis irrational and it is nonsense. | have a long memorypeople who have come into my electoral office, as | suspect
and | can remember some members opposite speaking abauany other members on this side of the House have done, to
unemployment in the most derogatory of terms. ‘Doletry to assist them.
bludger’ was a term used, Sir, not by members on this side If you look at the figures you will see that many of the
of the House or by members of our political persuasion bubankruptcies in South Australia involve people in the
by many members opposite. Irrespective of the reasons faransport industry, particularly in the trucking areas. That is
their unemployment, these people were characterised, pigeome area about which we have heard nothing from members
holed and slotted in; because they were unemployed theypposite. There is a large number of those people, whom |
were dole bludgers. On top of that they were also calleddmire and who have invested money in large rigs, albeit
couch potatoes. sometimes foolishly and sometimes with their life savings.

I come from the country, and | know of many people in They have done so because they believe they can compete out
the country who, despite their best efforts to gain employthere on the roads. They believe that they can compete
ment, could not for one reason or another get a job. They arggainst the large monopolies in this country and make a quid.
still branded by people in the community who call them dole  Disaster after disaster has befallen many of those truckies
bludgers and couch potatoes. | have not heard one membaespite the long hours and the pill popping by many of them.
opposite in this House today talk about the world-widel was brought up in the South-East of South Australia where
recession. That is not to say that Governments in this countfads with whom | went to school were involved in these very
cannot be criticised for some of the problems of the unemhabits. Why? To make a quid, and to try to get in an extra trip
ployed. We all know when we talk to those who have beerso that they could have a few more dollars in their pockets.
overseas or when we read the newspapers of the sorts bfany of them were killed as a consequence of their actions
problems in Europe with 35 million unemployed or the UK in trying to get a few more bob in their pocket. Indeed, some
with 3 million unemployed and the situation in the United of them chose to go without sleep by popping pills.

States. Yet, one would think that Australia, and South | do not believe that all the ills can be directed at this
Australia in particular, can be isolated from the dreaded>overnment, as one would believe if one listened to the
situation of unemployment. contributions by members opposite. | think it is sad that we

I recall many years ago when Sir Mark Oliphant addressetiave to listen to that, and | understand people’s strong views
a conference of the Australian Railways Union in Southat this particular time in the term of the Parliament when we
Australia. | was Vice President of that union at the time. Weare leading up to a State election. I think it is very sad that
were talking about the problems of the unemployed and othey walked down those paths.
new technology. Sir Mark Oliphant said, ‘If you stand inthe | listened to the honourable member for Mount Gambier
way of technological change, you will get run over, or wordstoday when he was talking about the purchasing of subma-
to that effect. Irrespective of which Government is inrines from overseas. As | recall, he said that we would have
power— been better off—and | apologise if | do the member for

The Hon. B.C. Eastick: He was a realist. Mount Gambier ill by saying this—purchasing submarines

Mr HAMILTON: That may well be the case. That is an from overseas. If what | heard was correct, | think that is a
interesting admission from the member for Light, and | thankvery sad statement because we all know not only that that has
him for it. | believe that all Governments, irrespective of theirbrought a great deal of work to South Australia and has
political persuasion, do not want to see our youth in particulacontributed to the local economy, particularly in the western
or any people in the community without a job. |1 do not suburbs, where we know we need it but also that it has
believe that this or any other Government wants to see thaintroduced new technology which will benefit all of us not
However, policies play an important role, and | will come to only now but in the future. It may well be that the member for
that later. Mount Gambier and members opposite regret having made

I have listened with a great deal of attention to thosethat statement. | think it is very sad indeed that the honour-
people who talk about bankruptcies. Members may recall thatble member chose to make that contribution.
on a number of occasions | have addressed this problem. If | turn now to those matters which are very dear to my
I thought that this Government was responsible for all theheart and for which | make no apology. Like you, Sir, | come
bankruptcies in South Australia or for the overwhelmingfrom working stock and | was employed in an industry where
majority or even 50 per cent of them, | would questionit was very tough. When 1 first joined, the conditions were
vigorously what this Government was doing. poor. We had to work all hours of the day and night and in

I recall some years ago talking to the then manager oéll sorts of weather conditions. Like many others, | put in
West Lakes Mall, which is in my electorate. His Christian over 20 years in that industry. During that time, both under
name was Bill. | said to him, ‘What is your view on bankrupt- conservative and Labor Governments, we as workers had to
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fight like hell to get better conditions such as increasedairness under Labor's new enterprise bargaining legisla-
annual leave, long service leave, sick leave and all those othéon—and ‘focus attention at the enterprise level'. They are
conditions that were won. They were not given to thepolicies full of PR exercises.
workers: they were won and we fought hard for them. | refer to what the H.R. Nicholls Society stated in an
Many of us had to go out to the picket lines, yet we on thisadvertisement in th8unday Maibf 5 July 1992, supported
side of the House see Liberal members, particularly irby the Opposition spokesman on industrial relations, the
Victoria, supporting the right of scabs to walk through picketmember for Bragg. He supported it. | quote:
lines, as | saw when | went to Burnie in Tasmania. | was one  Unemployment was not a mysterious disease that went around
of the few mainland members of the Parliament who wenindiscriminately striking innocent victims without cause or explan-
down there, who talked to the workers and who saw thé‘tifon_bUttc‘)/Vﬁli\S/;fl‘Je ?Agft giist?étr]gfogow&{éu|eV:r?(tjedoivf\1lteeeritcg£8=anS
H : : usin
Stf“99'95 they had because.of the mon_opoly SI'[_uatlon In th%‘gthe Ia?testg reporpt)by inﬂrl)JentiaI indugtrial rglationsporgaﬁisation, thge
mill. The Liberal Party had five of the six seats in that areay R. Nicholls Society. .. [the report] had laid the blame for
yet the workers ended up saying to union officials and to meynemployment fairly and squarely at the feet of the trade union
‘We now know what you are talking about’, and they camemovement and the industrial relations tribunals.
back to the fold in their droves. It is unbelievable, but one could say, ‘Well, Kevin, you are
Why do | raise these issues? The reason why | raise thisiased.’ | respond to that by quoting the words of Sir Richard
issue is that we are leading up to a State election, and Stakédrby who, during the last Federal election, condemned the
elections should bring out the policies of every political Party.Coalition's proposed industrial relations reforms and was
They should be laid on the table, opened and available fanighly critical of the potential for employers to exploit the
scrutiny. What we have heard from members opposite itCoalition’s proposed system of individual contracts. Sir
relation to their industrial policies is rather revealing. All Richard Kirby (and I listened with a great deal of interest to
Liberal Premiers, namely those of New South Waleshim on the ABC program that morning) said that the
Victoria, Tasmania and now Western Australia—despiteCoalition’s changes would not only be disruptive but also
vehement denials during election campaigns—denied thateate the potential for violence in the community. What a
they would set up an industrial relations system to cut wagedamning indictment by one of the most respected persons in
and conditions and attack workers’ rights. However, all buthe industrial scene in this country. | remember the interjec-
one are now doing it. tion by the member for Bragg at the time, who referred to
We know the policy of members opposite—particularly ‘one of your lackeys’. How ignorant and how stupid he was
that of the Leader of the Opposition—is a softly, softly when he made that statement, because he had no knowledge
approach, but it does not fool me, and | do not believe it foolor little understanding of how and when he was appointed.
any member on this side of the House. We have seen people, Time is starting to run out, but | come back to another
such as the member for Bragg, the Opposition spokesman @ssue that will haunt members opposite in the industrial
industrial relations, come out and support the H.R. Nichollgelations area, and I cite an article in fdewsof 12 Novem-
Society’s thrust. | will come back to that later. In the ber 1980, entitled ‘Major review of industrial laws’. It states:
Advertiserof 25 August last year, under the heading ‘SALibs  south Australia’s law is to undergo a major review. Industrial
support work plan’, the member for Bragg said: Affairs Minister, Mr Brown, said. . there had been no review of
The State Opposition has pledged— State legislation in this area since 1972. . .
| emphasise ‘pledged'— The report says that Mr Frank Cawthorn, a magistrate in the

Industrial Court, was to complete this review. The report goes
a'Victorian-style’ overhaul of South Australia’s industrial relations 5, tg state:

system. The Deputy Opposition Leader [at the time] and industria? )

spokesman, Mr Graham Ingerson, was responding to a pre-election ‘Mr Cawthorn would take leave of absence from the court to

policy statement by the Victorian Opposition Leader, Mr Jeffconduct the review. Mr Cawthorn will closely study the present Act

Kennett, who has promised to rewrite the employment conditions foRnd invite submissions from all interested parties before reporting
600 000 Victorians working under State awards. Mr Ingerson saig¢onfidentially to me on appropriate amendments’, Mr Brown said.

yesterday the Opposition supported the proposals ‘in principle’ andhen comes the guts of the article:

would release its own radical pre-election statements on industry and i . o .

WorkCover before Christmas. He will have the responsibility of determining how Liberal Party
olicy on industrial relations as stated at the last election should be

Another quote from this article worth incorporating in ﬁnpbmemed
Hansardis as follows: ) _ I emphasise that. When the Cawthorn report was given to the
The Metal and Energy Workers Union State secretary, Mr Mikethen Minister of Industrial Relations, what did he do? He
g_umbtert_s, said the proposal was a recipe for industrial chaos ang, e jt away and would not give it to anyone, despite the
ISputation. . . T
P . . fact that it was paid for by the taxpayers of this State.
| could not agree more. Let us consider some of the nice, CO\agistrate Cawthorn revealed that what the Liberal Party was
words contained in the policies of members opposite. | willyy apout, kicking the hell out of the workers and the trade
not rehash a lot of what you have said, Sir, but | would like;nionist movement, was wrong. Anyone who wants to read

to quote some of the cliches that have been used by membgFg Advertiserof 24 February 1982 will see what he said. The
opposite. They do not give details of their policies. It is areport states:

public relations exercise to gloss over things, with words such M h . f th o industrial ref

ine freedom, individual choice, real productivity—, r Cawthorn rejects some of the major industrial reforms
as genuine J h 1 p Y—proposed by the Liberal Party in the policy on which the Tonkin
generalities that really mean nothing; it is the old snow jobGovernment was elected in 1979.

that we on this side of the House are fully aware of and havg .+ is most interesting. The report continues:

m .Th re v n not reall r
ggg?toi#: 3\(110trcl)<ers egoa: gxggu?eatﬁedowiﬁt‘ eiiu{es?r{jrg ieat The proposals he rejects include compulsory pre-strike secret
) ple, y sballots, ‘cooling-off’ periods and the use of sanctions generally in

a greater flexibility and greater fairness to all parties involindustrial disputes. The Cawthorn report rejects other sanctions
ved'—already a key feature of award restructuring androposed by the Liberal Party, including legislative codes of conduct,
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a requirement for unions to pay a monetary bond as a preconditiomemorial service tomorrow and subsequently a private
to granting additional wages or benefits, and heavy fines fogremation, and the honourable Bert Teusner, who was a

unionists who strike during the life of their award. . . ; ;
He says there is no need for an industrial ombudsman to prote(r:?ember of this House for some 26 years, during part of

individual rights. And he recommends that an existing limitation onWhich time he was Speaker. I have many fond memories of
the Industrial Commission’s powers to award full preference tdtime spent with the Hon. Dick Geddes, the former member
unionists be removed from the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitra-for Northern and then for the extended area represented by
e T sy bodembers of the Legislative Council | spent time with Dick
partl;ia sgccessful attempts by the Govemrr)neynt last year to amend thaeddes at Wirrabara, which was his home, and in connection
Act. He says the amendments would ‘fetter’ the discretion of theVith many organisations, not only those directly associated
Industrial Commission in making awards on wages and workingvith Party politics but with the community at large. | had the
conditions. privilege of having appointed him on the first occasion that
We have the Minister of Industrial Relations in a formerhe was a shadow Minister and | was more than satisfied with
Liberal Government who is now the Leader of the Oppositiorthe endeavour that he gave right from the word ‘go’.
and the same policies are there. A good leopard never Butlwantto spend a little more time in relation to the late
changes his or her spots and we know that every time thdon. Hugh Hudson. It was not possible, with the time
Leader of the Opposition is challenged from this side of theconstraints of yesterday, to say a great deal, but | did feel for
House he wimps out. He cannot sit there and take it becauskee comments that were made from the various quarters
he well knows that we are on to him, and the trade uniorbecause | believe they exemplified quite a number of features
movement knows that only too well. of a person who was truly remarkable—truly remarkable in
Today when the Minister of Business and Regionatthe sense of the meticulous detail that he could go into in
Development was asked a question concerning employmeriglly explaining a point. Sometimes it was beyond the call of
what was his reply? It was most interesting, and | will readduty when it came to Question Time and he was really batting
it into Hansardso that those people who read my contributionout time for another purpose, but | remember many an
will know what he said. The Minister said: occasion in this House during Committee stages in particular
Advertising agency Stokesy King' DDB Needham was givenWhen he W0u|d g|Ve aVerny” reasoning behlﬂd the attltude
polling for the Liberal Party. The Liberal Party polling shows that that was being expressed by the Government in its legislation,

sw&ngitr:g voters findtt)he L?ade{ Ofr}he OPPOSition_daS WiShy-W’cltSh)g%voicing his acceptance or non-acceptance of amendments
and phoney, seen by voters to have no new ideas, seen to ba,: ;

negative, and he is seen to be having no guts and policies wit ich were put forward b.y the othe.r side. .

nothing positive to say about South Australia. He has been described Where there was obviously a difference of opinion—a
as being a cardboard cut-out who is not a leader and is seen philosophical difference—and he could not accommodate the

preside over a divided Party. amendment, subsequently, outside the Chamber, he would go
I would say that if he ever became Premier the Leader of théhrough chapter and verse the reasons why the proposition put
Opposition would decimate the working conditions of peopleforward by one of his colleagues in the House was not
in this State in a way similar to what has applied in Victoria,acceptable and why, in his opinion, it would not work. | fully
New South Wales, Tasmania and New Zealand. That is wh&ppreciate that on many an occasion the expression of

workers in this State will confront. concern and the information which he subsequently gave was
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time to impart to that other member of this place the sincerity, the
has expired. purpose and in most cases the reasonableness of the position
which he took.
The Hon. B.C. EASTICK (Light): | rise with some pride Yet he was also a man who was very decisive. | recall that

to speak in this my last contribution to the Address in Replyin the early years when | was here and he was the Minister
debate. As with the remarks of the member for Baudin, tdor Education there were a number of small country schools
whom | will refer later, obviously the contribution does have being decommissioned. | remember coming to the House one
an element of nostalgia. | respect the activities of Heray and saying to him, ‘I was at a school meeting last night
Excellency the Governor in and on behalf of the people ofind they are after your blood.” He asked, ‘Why is that?’ |
South Australia. The good lady has set a pace far beyond thaaid, ‘Well, you are going to close down this school. | have
which could be sustained by a person many years youngéo tell you that at the meeting last night there were 37 out of
and she still comes up fighting with positive and very38 possible parents. The thirty-eighth parent was only
pertinent comments to the particular circumstance. unavailable to attend because she had a 10 day old baby that
Earlier today | was in her presence, as was the member fahe was nursing. They very clearly indicated that they did not
Elizabeth (the Minister of Health, Family and Community want the school to be closed and they gave these reasons:’
Services), the member for Hartley (the Minister of PrimaryAnd | related them. Quick as a flash, he turned around and
Industries) and the member for Fisher, Bob Such, at theaid, ‘Ring them up now and tell them that their school will
opening of a special careers organisation at Elizabeth. Theot close. Any school that has the support of 37 out of 38, or
Governor did not say a lot, but what she said was veryeally 38 out of 38 of its parents, coming out on a cold
pertinent to the activities of that organisation and showedvinter’s night to express that support deserves to remain
very clearly that Her Excellency had the feel of what it wasopen.’ | conveyed that to them on that particular afternoon.
she was opening and was not just expressing platitudes. That That school is still open today; the numbers have in-
has been a feature of her contribution to this State, and | wistreased although they have never risen above 100, but they
her well for the extended period in which she fulfils herhave always provided a goodly number of young people. It
responsibilities. has been a school with a tremendous background of teaching
| take this opportunity to draw attention to the loss of benefit, in a broad sense, to the people that have been through
former colleagues, having referred earlier to two of myits doors and that is a tribute to the late Hugh Hudson. | give
constituents, both of whom were former Presiding Officers—credit to somebody who could be so decisive regardless of the
the late Sir Condor Laucke, for whom there will be aadvice which he had previously been given by staff and
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which obviously did not reflect the real requirements of theourselves.’ | think that related to Singapore at that stage, but
community. it might have been Taiwan or Korea—it was one of those

| add my thoughts also to the fact that both he and his wifeolaces.
gave a tremendous amount of support to what was known as It was not very long before we were receiving orders
Silver Strings, a magnificent group of young people whostating, ‘Send us the car, but not only do we want you to
played the cello, violin and viola under Mrs Larsens. In factleave out the engine, we don’t want you to send the door
two of the Hon. Hugh Hudson'’s children were members ofpanels, because we can do them more cheaply up here.” Of
Silver Strings. That group did great credit to itself, not onlycourse, soon after that we found ourselves with a collapsed
in South Australia but elsewhere in Australia and alsomarket and close to no sales. That is just one example. We
overseas, particularly in Germany. The assistance that wdmd the position here in Australia of money being thrown
given by both Hugh and his wife Ainslie to that group is around as if there were no tomorrow, and even today we are
worthy of remark at this time. paying off the debts resulting from the largess that flowed

I did indicate that | would probably have some nostalgicfrom that event.
comment to make in relation to my period of time in this  What have we had more recently? Unfortunately, we have
House. | follow the member for Baudin, the former Deputyhad the situation of a succession of Governments in Canberra
Premier, in drawing attention to the many changes that wevhich have again allowed inflation to roll. In addition, there
have seen in that period of time. The class of 1970, so-calledtave been forced cost increases through interest, sending
19 new members on the occasion that the House increasatany small and large businesses to the wall because they
from 39 members to 47. There are still four of those membera/ere being asked to pay 25 per cent and up to 28 and 29 per
here today: the former Deputy Premier, the Hon. Dorcent in interest. We had the situation that our agricultural
Hopgood; my colleague, the member for Eyre, Graham Gunnndustry was actually sent to the wall by figures of that
and my other colleague, the member for Hanson, Heininagnitude. Then, of course, in South Australia we have had
Becker. the debacle in more recent years of a State Bank that was

We have seen 15 other colleagues of that class of 197@ermitted to get out of control by the hands-off attitude of a
depart the scene, some of them, unfortunately, having logtremier and a Government—a Cabinet—that would not take
their lives in the interim period of time and no longer able toheed of what was being said.
participate in the remembrance that is held from time to time  Every member of this House knows that members of the
for those who were here. Opposition were talking about these problems. But forget

They were days when the budget came in and it was about members of the Opposition. Go out and talk to people
matter of how many schools were going to be built; howin the street, business people, the man on the corner, the
many new hospitals there would be; how much employmentvoman in the supermarket, who were talking about the
was available; how small was the unemployment rate; whatroblems which were so apparent with the State Bank,
was a great future for South Australia; how we were benefitBeneficial Finance and other activities that were taking place
ing from the exports of our agricultural products—well overoutside that needed attention. Yet all the time the Premier sat
50 per cent of the total coming from our agricultural basedn his hands and did absolutely nothing about it.
exports. This is not me alone talking. Read the documents that

We had a situation where young people did not have tthave been made available to us from the Royal Commissioner
wonder whether they were going to apply for one job or 10and the documents that have been made available to us more
jobs and get none of them. They were deciding which of 1@ecently from the Auditor-General. They all spell out in word
jobs they would have, and very few people did not have thaand verse the fact that there has been this debacle, this
opportunity. What have we seen and why have there bedremendous loss, because somebody’s pride would not let him
changes in between? It is inevitable over 23 years that thesay, ‘| must investigate why the dogs are barking.” Just
will be changes, but some of them have been forced upon ubgcause the Opposition was doing quite a lot of the barking
with calamitous results. did not mean that it was wrong. They were not baying for the

The first of those results was the advent of the Federabovernment’s blood so much at that stage; they were baying
Whitlam Government. | appreciate that in one sense #or the blood of those who were visibly and obviously letting
tremendous amount of good came from a change of Goverthis State down. It is all very well for the former Premier, the
ment in Canberra, but in another sense it was an absoluteember for Ross Smith, to say, ‘l was let down.’ The person
disaster. | am not saying that politically but pointing to thewho let down the former Premier was the former Premier
fact that on that occasion—within a period of less than 2&imself, because he refused to take the advice which was
months—the income of the individual went up by 100 perfreely and sincerely given to him not only by his political
cent. Members can go back and have a look at the records;ativersaries, but by people in business and interstate who
was just leapfrogging, with more and more money going outould see and knew what was happening, and he was poorly
as income. That was highly desirable for those who werserved by those who were closest to him in his office.
receiving it, but what did it lead to? It led to the first exam-  What happens now? The people of South Australia will
ples of Australia (and | include South Australia as well)have to pay for years and years to come. My children,
exporting jobs overseas. grandchildren and great grandchildren will still be struggling

I have previously drawn to the attention of this House theunder the debt that has beset this State as a result of the
fact that the Production Manager of General Motors-Holden'sictivities of successive Bannon Governments. | make the
in 1974-75 indicated that, yes, GMH had been sending a Iqtoint deliberately and clearly that whilst the former Premier
of motor vehicles overseas to Malaysia, South Africa ands the one to take the blame, everybody who sat around the
New Zealand and was even starting at that stage to investigaBabinet table with him must accept a measure of the problem.
sending them to Japan and Korea. It was not very long beforéhey were listening, hearing and being told. We have only
the orders were coming back stating, ‘Send us the car buit look again at the reports from the Royal Commissioner and
don't put the engine in it, because we can build it more easilghe Auditor-General, the information under oath and the
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documentation that came out of the bottom drawers andolleagues earlier this evening, the member for Albert Park,
fortified the statements that were being made relative to thevanted to dispossess him and write him off. | had to draw to
advice that the former Premier was denying existed ohis attention the fact that he was at least going forward in a
refusing to read, refusing to understand and most certainlgontest in another place. Whether he will come back is
refusing to take action upon. another matter, and | think he fully appreciates that, but he
Is it any wonder that in th&dvertiserof 1 July this year, was dispossessed.
in the editorial under the heading ‘Why Arnold Government  When | first came into this House, it was on the occasion
must pay the price’, the editorialist said: as | indicated earlier when there had been quite a large
Government Auditors-General are given to firm but by no mean§iumber of changes to the electoral system. There were a
exaggerated language. This makes all the more startling and damningimber of new electorates, and in the addresses which were
the six volumes of the second Auditor-General's report intogiven to the House on that occasion, the new members

Beneficial Finance and its State Bank parent. ; ;
Anyone who took comfort in the view that, while the Iosseswerere}cerred in some measure to the names which had been

a calamity, at least South Australia was spared the excesses of tAgfiouted to those electorates.
‘80s is in for a shock. The person who immediately followed me on that
Here, in plain English, is a world of rorts; it is a credit card and occasion was the late Don Simmons, and he had quite a lot
shadon sy Vo, S et SEpaty HCEUNE, S sy abouthe rame Peake, s s nw seat. He said
W?]ere remuneratio% pacl?ages include not one but two cars. . at th_e town of Peake had nothing to do with him, becal{se
Even in a private company, such profligacy would not goit was in the electorate of the then member for Mallee, Bill
unremarked. In one which was doing business on the basis dfankivell. The member for Bragg, the member for Coles and
government, and therefore taxpayer, underwriting, it was brazepther members also made reference to their electorates.
folly. | was able to indicate to the House that the seat of Light,
And there is more to be read in that particular editorial, whichwhich | represent, had been in existence from the very first
gets away from sensationalising the misfortune of this Stateime that Parliament came to South Australia, with the
but comes to grips hard and fast with the difficulties whichexception of a period when collective electorates existed
have been revealed for all to see and are now on the permguring the 1910s to about 1938, when Light was swallowed
nent record. We, our children, our grandchildren and ougp in what was known as the electorate of Wooroora. The
great grandchildren, will pay for that. We are paying for it atmember who had been the member for Light previous to the
the present moment in relation to the deterioration of healtiihange, and the member who was the member for Wooroora
care. We are paying for it at the present moment in theyt the time of the change back to Light, successively became
massive under employment and unemployment, and they aflge member for either Light/Wooroora or Wooroora/Light.
two different factors. We are suffering from the fact that thereThat electorate was named after Colonel William Light who
are a number of very important development projects whiclhad some problems in his early years, particularly with the
have not got off the ground because there is no faith iecond Governor of the State, Governor Gawler.
working or doing business by a large number of people in - Governor Gawler and Colonel William Light did not get
South Australia. on all that well at all. Colonel Light was accused variously
I recall being at a meeting out at Walkerville some threeof having placed Adelaide in the wrong place, and certain
years ago, at which the former Lord Mayor of Adelaide, Mr other remarks were made about his activities in the laying out
Steve Condous, having returned from a conference of Lorgf the town of Gawler and in a number of other places. In
Mayors which had been held in Brisbane, told the peoplgact, Light himself drew attention to the fact that Governor
assembled, who represented local government and a crogsawler was never more pleased than when another place was
section of developers and others, that he said to somebod@amed after him. In his early journals he referred to the fact
who had previously built in South Australia, ‘Please comethat he had a town, a river, a place and a range all named after
back, we need you to assist in our development programhim. When | made that address to the House | did note that
The quick and, | suggest, very dramatic response that he gpight himself seemed to have been fairly well endowed with
from that person was, ‘I do not mind coming down to bolt apgsitions and features named after him, one of them being the
couple of fences, but | am blessed if | will come down toHouse of Assembly seat that | represent. As a result of the
have to pole vault.’ problems that he had with the hierarchy, Light made the
That is the perception which was there and which is stillfollowing statement:

there in a number of quarters. To have to get on with & y enemies have done me the good service of fixing the whole
development program in South Australia in the manner irf the responsibility upon me—
which the Government has fooled around with projectSynatis the responsibility for placing Adelaide where it is—

iving it support today and withdrawing support tomorrow, . ) . .
?naki%g surpepthat the %nancial climate I%okepggood and the atmh perfectly willing to bear it, and | leave it to posterity, and not
em—

disappeared and dissipated, all needed the pole vault rather . .
than just the odd hop over the fence, and we are suffering a@at Is, the hierarchy—
a direct result. to decide whether | am entitled to praise or blame.

I did indicate that it had been a great privilege, and I lookl believe that we would accept that Light did the right thing,
upon it as a great privilege, to have served in this House fopecause Adelaide is a delightful city. Adelaide is the centre
more than 23 years. It is a great comfort to go out on one’sf a very fortunate State, albeit the down under of down
own volition, rather than having been defeated or otherwisender, and also the State with the least rainfall. It is a
dispossessed by one’s own Party, and | can feel for thdelightful place to live, blighted unfortunately by the
honourable member for Hartley who has been dispossessdihancial blunders of the present Government that | referred
the honourable member for Gilles, who has been dispoge previously. On the occasion that | read that particular
sessed, and in some part the honourable member for Henlgyotation from Light into the record, | finished my second
Beach, who has been dispossessed. Even one of his oweading address by saying:
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As in the case of Colonel Light, time will be my judge. General) and the late Hugh Hudson. Like the Deputy Leader,
hay brother was one of Hugh Huqlsorj’s eponomic students,
b@nd I well recall him on an occasion in this House when he
was far from pleased with me—and he seemed on occasion
0 get particularly cross with me although | do not know why,

| was referring there to whether or not | have supported t
people that | represent. It may be self praise, and it may
egotistical in the minds of some, but | have no difficulty in

lying straight in bed at night and sleeping, and | believe tha ecause outside the Chamber | had a particularly good

that is because | have had the goodwill of the people who . A . ; .
it has been my pleasure to represent over the 23% years tHg{ationship with him—saying to me that it was a pity he had
t had me in his economics class.

I have been here. In fact, | have represented places as - .
afield as Clare, Spalding, Booborowie, almost Burra | do not know what benefit | was to derive from that, but

Morgan, Robertstown, Eudunda, Kapunda, SaddlewortlTIe was quite emphatic th‘fﬂ my und(_arstanding of economics
certainly Gawler, Roseworthy, Freeling, Wasleys, Greenoclé’\’oﬁ!d have been grtleatly Wnprov':ad if1 ?ﬁdtsﬂen.t four years
Seppeltsfield, and on a number of occasions various parts 8 IS _€C0ONOMICS €lass. 1 must say that, having on one
the Barossa Valley. In fact, | represent the whole of the®ccasion travelled for a week around the north of South
Barossa Valley at the moment. | welcome the opportunity téAu.stral(ljal\./]:nth;he Hon. Hugh r|1—|udsont,hhe was 2 pefrsorli_wm)
speak on behalf of the people of Light and to express thEMOY€d €. M€ was one who, as theé member or Lig

sorrow that they have of the parlous circumstances in whicff'dicated, could make decisions and would overrule the
we, in this State, find ourselves at the present time and, ag’Hreaucracy and, when one looks at the education budget now
leave this place, | look forward to a new era and compares it with that particular time, one has just to think

e back.
hagggpﬁngKER' Order! The honourable member's time If you had a problem with a school, it was a matter of
) going along and saying ‘Look, there is a problem; common-
sense dictates that it ought to be fixed, and it was fixed.
Today you have just about got to be at the stage of crisis point

- - . Yo get anything done, and that is a sad reflection. | have not
years of this Parliament when we were forced to sit eXCePhaan able to get the toilets, which were in a disgraceful

tionally long hours, which did not do the standing of thiscondition, at one of the schools in my electorate fixed

institution or ”.‘emb.efs of Parliament a great deal of good. IrE)ecause it was claimed that there was sufficient money to buy
participating in this debate | want to congratulate Her,

- . . ﬁhe new toilets but not to transport them on site.
Excellen_cy onthe mannerin which she delivered the speech, During my time in this Parliament | have seen new schools
and to W'S.h her well in her endeavours. | haq the pleasqre cB‘uilt at Ceduna, Karcultaby and at Miltaburra. | have seen a
knowing Sir Condor Laucke. | well recall coming to Adelaide

- o~ school rebuilt at Quorn, and so | could go on with a list.
as a young delegate to the State council and participating Rndamooka is another. There have been tremendous

}het?a"m;hat saw ?:’: Condor eleclt(ed tol_the ?]enzﬁe fc_)r_tth pgradings at Coober Pedy and more is required, but each
Irstime, having met him Some weexs earlier wnen e VIS5 it has become more difficult. It is a sad reflection on

Eyre Peninsula. _ o what has happened to South Australia.

One could not help but be impressed by his sincerity and - \yhen we first came into this Parliament the State was
by the fact that he was a gentleman in the true sense of thganefiting from the results of 20 years of Menzies Govern-
word. No matter where you met Sir Condor, he nevement and years of sound financial administration by the
changed. He endeared himself to the people of this State, aﬁqlayford Government. | recall going to Andamooka school
South Australia has lost one of its finest citizens. | also hagith the late Hugh Hudson at the time of the opening and, as
I currently represent Wirrabara, the farm on which he livedinanks to the Minister when he opened it. He said to me on
and | knew him particularly well, having served in this the way up there (I do not know whether he did not trust me
Parliament with him and also having had the pleasure ofy if he thought | had engaged in some sort of political
travelling around South Australia with him on a number ofsyiduggery), ‘What are you going to say when you re-
occasions. spond?’ | said, ‘Well, Hugh, | thought I would thank the

I knew Mr Teusner only by sight, really, but | am aware McMahon Government for providing the money to the South
that he was an excellent member of Parliament and a fingustralian Government so that you were able to build this
legislator. After the next State election, there will be only twonew school.’
members of the class of 70 left in this Chamber: the member Mr Hudson's sense of humour avoided him on that
for Hanson (Heini Becker) and me. As one looks around thigccasion because he was going to forbid me to speak. | was
Chamber, one must be conscious that there was a large inflignly teasing him, but it clearly illustrates that sufficient funds
of members in 1970. | anticipate that after the next electionvere available to meet the reasonable expectations of those
there will be another influx of new members but, on thiscommunities. It absolutely saddens me today to see a
occasion, the majority of them will be Liberal members ofsjtuation where facilities have been run down. Not even the
Parliament. Having spent 20 of the past 23 years on thgeasonable expectations have been met, and people are being
Opposition benches, | am looking forward to that experiencegenied the opportunity to educate their children.
because | believe the people of this State not only deserve but |n my judgment, the challenge facing State Parliaments in
are entitled to effective, responsible Government; somethinghis nation is that, unless they lift their performances, they
that has been sadly lacking in the past few years. will not survive, because the general view of members of

Having seen many members come into this Chamber anfdarliament and of Governments is very poor in the commun-
leave, | want to wish the member for Baudin, the formerity. What is happening in the vast areas of South Australia is
Deputy Premier, well. In my time in this place | believe thatthat those areas are getting squeezed; they are getting few
two of the most effective Ministers | have seen in operatiorfacilities; they are having decisions forced upon them by
were, first, the now Chief Justice (the former Attorney-bureaucracies and Governments which bear no relationship
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to their needs, desires or the views of those people. Thaustralia over the past few years? | pose the question. | ask
people are powerless to do anything about it, and the peoptee member for Gilles to find out how many.
to whom | am referring do not care. Mr McKee: Thousands of kilometres.

| put it clearly to this House that, unless that attitude Mr GUNN: The honourable member says, ‘Thousands of
changes and some commonsense prevails, the moveméemetres.’ There would not have been 50 kilometres of new
across this country for regional forms of administrations willbitumen built in the past two years in South Australia.
come first from the isolated community, because they will see An honourable member interjecting:

that as the only way in which they can have any inputin  Mr GUNN: Not new bitumen. Tell me: how many? I will
making decisions that will affect their livelihood. tell the honourable member. In the areas which | represent

effective and proper role for State Governments. But let m¢€ar have been constructed on the road between Orroroo and

say that, unless commonsense prevails, unless there are sdvker, about three kilometres on the Pygery to Port Kenny
sensible changes to the electoral system so that people hag€ad and a couple of kilometres on the Roxby Downs to
some ability to participate, State Governments and Stat8ndamooka road. What other rural arterial road has been
Parliaments will bring about their own demise. It will not Sealed? .
happen in my lifetime but the movement will commence in  An honourable member: The Port Wakefield Road.
it. There is no doubt about that, because under the current Mr GUNN: That is not new construction. How long is it
arrangements large organisations and large pressure group8ce the honourable member has driven along the Port
completely dominate the thinking and small communities andVakefield Road? | am talking about completely new
groups have been swept aside. Their views do not count. Th§enstruction such as we saw in the early 1970s, when
must, and will, change. hundreds of kilometres of roads were constructed. However,
| listened with interest this evening to the member for!St M€ go on. I do notwant to be side-tracked by the honour-

; ble member, because | have a number of things that | want
fét;%réf ;rtkt,r:/éhoo\évsg;iiihorg ug:da?aleksec; F;%doeu?ftﬁgaﬁgmg tggj talk about during this Address in Reply debate that are
working people in this State. What the honourable membeflPortant to my electorate. _ _

did not tell this House is that every one of the 24 members on. W& must open up South Australia for business. The
the Government side sat idly by while this Governmen ighest priority ofan incoming Liberal Government will be
squandered in excess of $3 000 million. Each member’s shat@ create jobs, opportunities and wealth so that the less

of that is $131 million: that is the amount of debt that they!Ortunate in this community can benefit and so that we can
improve the lot of the average South Australian. If anyone

each carry for the State Bank. oubts what | am saying | suggest that they go out into the
When the honourable member talks about the welfare O?eal world. During my time in public life | have never known

working class people he ought to take a close look at hImSEIpeople to be suffering so much. In the areas that | represent

Why did he sit idly by and do nothing while the welfare of : h .
: o ; : here is more anguish, heartbreak and anger than at any time
those people, their families and their grandchildren wa% can remember since | have been in public life.

squandered? Their future has been jeopardised because th
members of the Government were so weak and so ineﬁectivt?ow
that they did nothing when these matters were brought to the\%iII p
attention. The debt that they have created amounts tﬁ]er
$131 million per member, and they must all share th
responsibility for that.

eople are concerned about the future of their families,
they will give them an education, whether the hospital
emain open, whether the school is to be closed, whether
e is to be a Government office in the town or whether the
Socal shops are to remain open each morning, and it is
T because of the economic effects of Government policies.

Mr McKee interjecting: Together the Commonwealth and State Governments have

The SPEAKER: Order! squandered the future of the people of this State.

Mr GUNN: The honourable member canrise in his place Do members have any idea why this is taking place? | am
and defend this Government if he wishes. Let him go out intgure that the Minister of Primary Industries would have seen
the electorate and defend the Government. Let him tell thehe figures. Over the last few years, there has been a dramatic
people what a fine job it has done, but his share is $13crease in the level of rural indebtedness in this country. In
million; that is what he must carry. Members on this side did1987, the total farm debt amounted to $10 760 million: today,
not waste it. We warned, we questioned and we were publiclit is some $15 700 million. That is the problem, which has
ridiculed for being anti-South Australia. What have they donebeen caused by the irresponsible high interest policy. It has
to the working class people of this State? They have deniegeen caused because costs have got out of control and
their children the chance to get a job. because people have not been able to borrow money at a

Let us make a comparison, Mr Speaker, with when youeasonable rate. The other problem is that we have been
and | and other members were growing up. What opportunieompeting on a corrupted overseas market, where we have
ties were there in this State? There was employment, housésfight the Treasuries of Europe and the United States.
were being built, industries were developing, and the people In this country in the past, practical people ran Govern-
had a future. School numbers were rising and public worksnent, and the great problem today is that practical people are
were being undertaken. Just make a comparison with whemo longer in politics, whether on this side or the other side.
we first came into this place. How many kilometres of roadOn the Labor side, people in the Australian Workers Union,
were sealed in South Australia? How many millions ofwhether in the Federal Parliament or the State Parliaments,
dollars have been spent during my time in this Parliamentfad an understanding of reality: they were used to getting
| have seen the Flinders Highway, the Eyre Highway, thalirt, grease and dust on themselves, out in the heat, the cold
Stuart Highway and the road to Leigh Creek sealed, and ar the wind. They were practical people. They understood
number of other projects completed. How many kilometresvhat the real world was about. In the Federal sphere, the
of new bitumen road have been constructed in SoutiMinisters were practical people.
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That is all gone. There are now academics, theorists and | call on the Government to do something about this
ministerial assistants who have never faced the real worldnatter. It is not an outrageous or extravagant request: it is a
During the period of the Menzies and Fraser Governmentsequest that will bring some form of justice and fairness into
we had in place taxation incentives and assistance whicthe system. The Government talks about social justice; if it
helped to offset the corrupt markets of the United States angdants social justice, it must give equal opportunity to all the
the EEC, but this Federal Government has taken those awastudents across the whole State.

It has led to the situation where we have this massive rural |n his statement, the Premier talked about the Mabo High
indebtedness. Court decision. It is most unfortunate that radical elements

When | first came into this Parliament, in 1972, thewithin the community have set out to hijack this debate. Any
Massey-Ferguson agent in Streaky Bay sold 32 Australiarfair-minded person who read the High Court decision and
made headers. The factory has gone now, the agencies hawek the time to study the judgments and look at the cases of
gone and thousands of people are unemployed. How manjie people on the Murray Islands would come to the conclu-
farmers can now afford to buy a new header? If they go tgion that those people had a strong case and that the decision

buy a new hgade(— . in relation to them was fair and reasonable.
Members mtengctmg: However, the outrageous claims made in many parts of
The SPEAKER: Order! Australia in an attempt to use this High Court decision to

Mr GUNN: If they were fortunate enough to be able to make large land claims are irresponsible. The lawyers who
do so, where would it be manufactured? Would it be Austragre participating in this exercise are engaging in professional
lian made? There is only one manufacturer left and thereforyegligence, because they are misleading the people whom
level. People are frustrated in dealing with bureaucracy, andstralia where the same set of circumstances applies. The
there is a need for common sense, which has gone out thifortunate situation is that very few people who have
window because practical people who have an UnderSta”(_j”i!%rticipated in this debate have taken the trouble to read the
are notinvolved, and that is one of the great problems facingjjgh Court judgment—some 200 pages. | just wonder how
this country and this State. There are far too few practicahnany members in this Parliament have taken the trouble to

people coming into the Parliaments. , read the High Court decision. | would recommend it to all
In 1980 the Tonkin Government introduced assistance tthempers, because it is very important.

isolated parents in this State. This Government has not met | hope we are all fair-minded and reasonable people; if

its full responsibilities in relation to those people. Why is it ou read it, you will see that the set of conditions that apply
rﬁ the Murray Islands relate to very few sets of circumstances
in South Australia. But it is terribly important to clear up any
rey areas and any misunderstanding to ensure that there is
< h ; no impediment to investment in this country and in this State
a similar sum, and the allowances will be increased fron}md that everything possible is done to ensure that existing
$708 a year to $722. . .. . _investors and future investors do so with confidence and that
In 1980, the sum was $500, so in the past 13 years it hgfey have security. Unless we have a strongly and soundly
gone up some $220, which is really insignificant when on sed economy we cannot provide benefits to any citizens
compares the cost. Surely, when we talk about free, univers hether they be of Aboriginal or any other background. We '
education, all citizens should have a reasonable opportuniré/annot assist them unless we have a soundly based economy.
to participate in that education scheme. | call on the State When the next Parliament assembles there will be a '
Government in this budget to drastically increase the amount =
of money available to isolated parents so that their childrelr?umber of people on this side of the House, such as the

can have the benefit of the education budget in this State. rlpember for I._ight, who will have retired, and | Wis.h the
should be brought into line with that which applies in member for Light and my other colleagues who will retire the

H best. | am looking forward to the forty-eighth Parliament
Queensland. If you go through Queensland, you will note thafe"y ) )
there are a number of fine rural education facilities from'" the Assembly, because there will be a lot of new Liberal

which the farming community can benefit members of Parliament in this Chamber, and we will have a
. new Government which will have energy and vision and

However, the access of the people in small rural communi- - . ) .
ties, in the regional centres, to education should be witho hich will have the confidence of the people of this State.

question. These students have been denied that opportunjty AN honourable member: The member for Napier is
because, in many cases, the cost of that education is beyolf®ving, too.
the resources of their parents. How can a parent who lives in Mr GUNN: | was not sure whether he was, because |
anisolated community hundreds of kilometres from Adelaidegather from the newspapers that from time to time he has
afford to pay boarding fees at schools in Adelaide? | am althreatened to make a comeback. He threatened to make a
in favour of assisting parents, whether they live in Cook,comeback on every occasion when it looked as though the
Marree, Wilmington or Port Augusta, who want to send theirmember for Hartley, the Minister of Primary Industries, was
children to school; they should have that right. well out in front; suddenly the member for Napier bobbed up
Instead of spending taxpayers’ money on all sorts oftnd said ‘I will run again’. Thatis why | have not referred to
harebrained schemes, such as the Scrimber project, on whilite member for Napier, because | am not sure whether we
the Minister wasted $60 million, we could have provided finewill have a three-cornered Labor contest, whether there will
education to thousands of South Australian students. But tHee two Independents and one endorsed candidate or what will
Minister wasted $60 million on that project, which was happen. It is interesting, but that is why | have not said
doomed from day one. How many students could that surdnything about the member for Napier; | thought there was
have educated? It would have provided a basis for gener&chance that he would again put his hat in the ring.
tions to come but, unfortunately, that is not to be. Mr Ferguson: You should wish him luck, anyway.

those available in South Australia? Currently in South
Australia some 360 parents get benefits up to about $264 00
Itis anticipated that levels of approval for 1993 will involve
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Mr GUNN: | wish him well in his private endeavours, Those people deserve better. They have been let down by
and | hope he enjoys whatever vocation he participates in.the 20 years of Labor Government. That is about to change,
wish him well, because when he visits this Parliament it willand it will change as soon as the Government has the courage
not take him long to meet and speak to his former parliamerto go to the people. It will be interesting to see whether it will
tary colleagues, because there will not be very many of therhang onto office for the sake of hanging onto office or

left. whether it will do the right thing and give the people of this
The Hon. T.H. Hemmings:I’'m a member of the Farmers State the opportunity to make a change for the better and start
Federation, mate. to rebuild this State by allowing a new Liberal Government

Mr GUNN: There are many members of the Farmershat will rectify the wrongs of the past and give the young
Federation, and they are all suffering, but | do not knowpeople of this State a chance, so they can participate in the
whether the honourable member is suffering the same pligleconomy of South Australia. | look forward to the challenges,
as many people are in rural and regional South Australia. &nd | am looking forward to a new Government taking over.
sincerely hope that he is not. One of the things that disappoiritam looking forward to participating in the election cam-
me is that the honourable member has not been mongaign, because | am sure that the people of this State are
supportive of those people during his period in this Chambetpoking forward to electing Dean Brown as Premier.
that the Government has not been supportive of them. The
honourable member has to bear his responsibility for carrying Mr LEWIS secured the adjournment of the debate.
the $131 million worth of debt, which is his share of the State
Bank losses. | wonder how he will explain that situation to ADJOURNMENT
the people of Napier, because it would have solved all the
problems in Napier, Eyre, Flinders and all the other rural At 11.50 p.m. the House adjourned until Thursday
electorates where people are suffering. 5 August at 2 p.m.



