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growth or low growth. In addition, a firms-based approach
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY creates fragmentation of effort because it simply does not

address the need for confronting an industry-wide issue and
Thursday 12 August 1993 problem.

Such firms-based funding is totally out of Kilter to the
needs of the State as a whole, and we are waiting for the
Economic Development Board to give us this blueprint for
the future so we can get these policy settings in place so that
SUPPLY BILL (No. 2) everybody knows where the priority of Government will be
Adjourned debate on the question: in those policy settings—but to no avail. The Economic_:

. Development Board has been in place now for a year, in
That the Deputy Speaker do now leave the Chair and the HOUS@ffeCt, but we still do not have a clear, concise policy

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr D.M. Ferguson) took the
Chair at 10.30 a.m. and read prayers.

resolve itself into a Committee of the whole for the consideration Ofdirection enunciated by the EDB or the Government. So
the Bill. . . . . - o
! . much for predictability and certainty of policy direction for

. . . , The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:
Mr OLSEN (Kavel): As I mentioned in the Addressin  \r OLSEN: We well understand that the Minister got

Reply and the Supply Bill debate, what South Australiginig 4 |0t of hot water in terms of tabling the document that
urgently needs is an affirmative industry policy that targetshe EpB wanted to dissociate itself from. In fact, as the
its fire power to the long-term employment potential andy gader says, many thrusts contained in the paper that the
export earning potential for South Australia. | mentioned inyjinister presented are totally contradictory to other pro-
those previous speeches the plight of the small businegg, ncements and statements of either the EDB, its executive

community in particular and the difficulties it is experiencing cpajrman or the Government over the course of the past 12
in being able to survive. Until and unless we recognise that,onihs: that is. there is no consistency between the
small business is the engine-room of the economy, and Unigsoyernment's pronouncements and that ‘confidential

and unless we recognise that small business needs 0 Bcyment that the Minister scrambled together and put on
profitable to maintain jobs and employment opportunitiesi,e taple.

and if we are to create employment opportunities for the | nqerstand that the reason the Minister did that was
small business sector in the future and employment for Soutfacause he was getting so much criticism from the business
Australians, small business has to be profitable. For it to onmmunity which was saying, ‘This EDB has been in place
profitable, Government has a role to play as it relates to taxeg o for 12 months: you ha\}e still not given us a clear,

charges and costs of regulations and in removing thesncise policy direction for the EDB. In the face of mount-

impediments that currently exist for small business to growing citicism the Minister responded, brought in the confiden-
expand and create jobs.

) tial document, dropped it on the table and said, ‘This is what
The theme of my remarks today is that we need aRye are using as a blueprint for a discussion point for the

affll’ma'[lve Industry.p0|lcy targe“ng Its fll’e pOWGI’ to ensuredevelopment Of the paper that W|” Contain the po“cy

that we start tackling some of the key areas for Soutkettings. In other words, it was a kneejerk reaction, respond-

Australia in the future: employment and export potential. ling to some pressures that were coming from—and rightfully
will look at the funding of the South Australian Developmentsg | might add—the business community.

Fund and the strategy behind that fund. Such a look does not The Hon. J.H.C. Klunder: The document was
provide much feeling of security that the State is heading iréverywhere. It had been distributed widely.
any one direction with any long-term forethought. In fact,  \r OLSEN: The Minister is wrong on this occasion. You
Arthur D. Little highlighted that point in his report, where he only need to go back 10 days before when Mr Robin Marrett
said that for 10 years, a decade, of lost opportunity we havgpoke to SA in Business seminar at the Festival Centre. That
not had the right policy settings and policy mix to create jobsgocument was not available and was not presented at that
The Hon. T.H. Hemmings interjecting: stage. Anyway, to return to the thrust of my remarks about
Mr OLSEN: The member for Napier says that that is the South Australian Development Fund.
selective quoting. The simple fact is that the Arthur D. Little  Members interjecting:
report, if he would care to read it, quite clearly says thatthis The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
State has not had a consistent, reliable and predictable policy Mr OLSEN: It neglects the interdependencies and
setting and direction. And business will not invest in moderrsynergies of the wider community. As regards a consistent
plant and equipment without predictability and certainty forindustry policy, it is further crippled by the weight of Labor’s
the future. If, in the current economic climate, we are goingpolitical and philosophical considerations. In fact, several
to require those people to borrow funds, to upgrade plant anebmpanies that have been funded have subsequently gone out
equipment and to be nationally and internationally competiof business. | do not necessarily criticise that because you are
tive there has to be a degree of certainty and predictabilitgoing to have to have a go and some of them will succeed and
about it. some will fail. If business is going to have a go then in having
But the Government has had hocdecision making and a go you have to recognise that some will fail on the way. |
ad hocpolicy implementation which gives no predictability do not necessarily criticise that. Funds from the SADF to, for
and certainty to those business operators. That is why wexample, the TCF sector between July 1988 to February this
have not achieved the targets that we ought to have achievgdar were more than $17 million—the highest allocation. Is
in South Australia over the past 10 years. The Southhis a blatant political use of funds to hold short-term
Australian Development Fund appears to be allocated to firmsmployment levels rather than a realistic look at where the
without any strong rationale to the situation of the industry State needs to be to achieve its international competitiveness?
especially as to whether it is traded or non-traded, higi further example of odd decision making is the fact that
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relocation assistance and building funds exceed those to The Hon. J.H.C. Klunder interjecting:

research and development in the motor vehicle parts industry Mr BRINDAL: | know the Minister was being very

in a ratio of 4:1. Does that make sense? jocular, but | believe the Minister would be aware that if you
What does make sense is directing funds with thequoteHansardvery selectively you might end up in trouble

objective of increasing productivity in the traded goodsbecause of it.

sector. Such gains would see their prices fall relative to The lessons of a decade of Labor are clear all over South

non-traded goods, resulting in more favourable terms of tradAustralia, but nowhere are they more clear than in two

for the State, increases in exports, a shift of resources to thgarticular areas: first, the rural area—and the member for

traded sector and downward pressure on the price dfustance ably spoke about that last night; and, secondly, the

non-traded goods. It must surely make sense that this is a father area of neglect under Labor is the southern suburbs. |

more solid and secure long-term global return from SADFhote with interest that the Premier came in here yesterday and

funding than the present system applied by Labowsaid that it is all relative, ‘Everyone wants more in their

Governments. electorate and my electors don't think they’re getting as much
Obviously, the emphasis on assistance should be to thogé their next door electors, and Napier doesn't think it's

industries with products or potential products that are madgetting as much as Elizabeth.’ | concede that that is true, but

for export to economies with rising incomes. Indonesia is af you look at the relativities of what has gone to the north of

classic example of that. It takes hard decisions to cut sucthe metropolitan area—

wrongly applied life support, but it must be done if we are  Mr Atkinson: And in the west.

again to be seen as relevant interstate and internationally. We Mr BRINDAL: —in the past 11 or so years and what has

desperately need investment, but we cannot attract it. \Wgone down to the south, there is a huge disparity.

need business to take us seriously, to consider us worthy of Mr Quirke interjecting:

relocating to or setting up in, but it does not at this point.  Mr BRINDAL: The member for Spence interjects, as

Companies see no reason for establishing their head officges the member for Playford, who calls out, ‘Socialism for

here—and why would they? Burnside’. The member for Playford might have been a
We do not have anything to offer and we have detailed theeacher, but | suggest that he consult his geography books.

costs of operating hergs-a-visother States. In other cases, Burnside is in the east and | am talking about the south and

which as we hear may (although | hope it does not) includehe north, not the east and the west.

SA Brewing, they can find no logical reason to maintain their My Hamilton interjecting:

head office here. And some of our best skills and intelligence The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

have left, not for greener pastures as such but in despair. Last ;. BRINDAL:

week, for example, we were informed that the Quee ;

Elizabeth Hospital CEO, Nick Hakof, one of the most capabl articularly on the seat of Unley, because Unley has suffered

g S . rom double neglect. It is represented in this place as a near
health administrators, is to join the growing exodus and take , ;ihern suburb by a Minister; yet it has suffered 10 years of

his much needed_sknls o Syd_ney. Advertisements for hI?)enevolen'[ neglect. Itis all right for people to go to meetings
replacement con_flrm that. He is a P?ffeCt example of theyg o njc groups and say, ‘Look, would you like some more
person we can ill afford to have disappear from Southyairs for the hall?’ They say, ‘Yes, we'd love some more
Australia yet, realistically— chairs for the hall’ They are convinced that the Government
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable s doing a wonderful job because there in the corner are 20

In this speech | want to concentrate

member’s time has expired. stackable chairs that the Government has given them, or this
Mr BRINDAL: Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw your thing or that thing. However, in the meantime, if you look
attention to the state of the House. around the streets of Unley you see benevolent neglect. The
A quorum having been formed: Government has concentrated on the stacking chairs, on the
little things, and completely neglected the larger fabric.
Mr BRINDAL (Hayward): In dealing with this Bill, | For instance, Unley has less open space than, | believe,

wish to concentrate, as has the member for Kavel and sast about any electorate in Adelaide. When there comes a
many of my colleagues (in his second reading speech thehance to give the Goodwood High School oval to the people
Leader, particularly) on the neglect that has occurred undesf Unley, the Government decides to sell it, and to sell it at
adecade of Labor. Itis all right to concentrate on what Laboa price that is totally unfair. If one looks at the streets of
now says it will do with the money, but any organisationUnley—and this is a serious matter—one sees that streets
should be regarded not only on its promises for the future busuch as Unley Road, Goodwood Road, Fullarton Road and
also its performance in the past. The performance of thiSouth Road are absolutely full to overflowing. If you ask the
Government in the past decade is at best described astuaries of Adelaide where statistically you have the most

abysmal. chance of getting your car door knocked off as you try to get
Mr Atkinson interjecting: out to go shopping, Unley Road heads the list by a consider-
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! able distance. In fact, on any one day there are likely to be

Mr BRINDAL: The member for Spence used the wordthree or four serious accidents on Unley Road.

‘outstanding’. That is a correct description of the performance Members interjecting:

of this Government: it has been absolutely outstanding. There Mr BRINDAL: Members opposite can laugh and make
has not been a Government in the history of South Australifocular remarks during the course of this speech, but | know
with such an outstanding record as this Government. Ththe member for Albert Park and the member for Spence too
trouble is, outstanding does not necessarily mean good andgll to know that they are not concerned about genuine
in this case, outstanding means outstanding because it igsoblems in any seat. Traffic flow north and south is a
particularly bad. It is a decade of disaster. It is a decade ajenuine problem for the whole of this State. We cannot keep
neglect. filling up the southern suburbs with more and more houses,
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allow them to be dormitory suburbs because there are ngport and racing. They are areas of concern to the sporting
workplaces there, have people commute every morning oveommunity, because over the past few years we have seen a
the escarpment and back every night and expect the curresteady and serious decline in both.
roads system to cope. If we keep doing that the very leastwe | would like to refer first to the decline of physical
will need is a north-south corridor, but that land has beerducation and sport in our schools. There is no-one in our
sold. community, other than those who are out there trying to
Personally, | am not convinced that a north-south corridodefend the dying days of this Government, who would ever
is the answer. The lesson of Los Angeles was quite clear. Yostand up and disagree with what | am going to say.
build a huge freeway, it fills up with cars, then you build  Mr Atkinson: You said that in 1982.
another huge freeway which fills up with cars, and pretty Mr OSWALD: In 1982 we had quite a difficult situation
soon all you have is freeways isolating the city. In Losin this town; we had a Party in government which had major
Angeles they are now closing freeways. So, | am nogachievements on the board, and it is now in Opposition and
proposing a north-south corridor as necessarily an answeeady to go back into government and continue those
What | am saying is that we must pay attention to theachievements. We must bear in mind that it was the Liberal
southern suburbs and create work opportunities in those are@®vernment in 1982 that had just set up the South Australian
to cut down the flow of traffic. Sports Institute, an institute with which the present
Itis not just Unley: it is every seat—the District of Walsh Government has been keen to associate itself, but we cannot
and a number of other districts—in the south-western cornedeny the fact that it was the Liberal Tonkin Government that
that now really suffers because of the daily commuter trafficset up the South Australian Sports Institute. In fact, it was
It takes me as long to get from my home in Goodwood to thisMichael Wilson who did the work when he was Minister—
Parliament as to get from my electorate of Hayward to the An honourable member interjecting:
city. Itis almost an identical time. In fact, | envy the member Mr OSWALD: —and he was a damn good Minister; |
for Morphett, who sits in this House, because he comes uagree with the honourable member opposite. He was a good
Anzac Highway, and | am sure he can get here more quicklMinister; he set up the Sports Institute, and it has had some
than | can. People who live five minutes from the city—  major achievements. Over the past 12 months the Sports
Mr Atkinson interjecting: Institute has gone through a settling down process and it is
Mr BRINDAL: If the member for Spence wants to come now setting in train some excellent programs through its staff.
for a cup of coffee, he only has to ask: he does not have tbcertainly look forward to working with it next year as its
pass shide hints in this place. Ten minutes is not much time\linister. | will refer to the Sports Institute again in relation
but we could go on and talk about the cultural assets ofo this whole question of the decline of sportin our schools.
Adelaide, which have been let to decline under Labor. We Over the last few years the Education Department has
could talk about the stormwater mitigation schemes. | willprogressively shirked its responsibility. We have seen the link
give this Government one thing: it has had a few good ideadjetween physical education and sport decline. We have seen
but the problem is that, between the good idea and putting & lack of support for physical education and sport in our
into effect, nothing much ever seems to happen. When thechools despite the fact that it has been kept alive in schools
Minister of Education was Minister of Environment, she hadby volunteer teachers who are desperate to see that sport is
some very good schemes about stormwater mitigation. Weaintained in our schools. Many Federal and State reports
are all sitting here waiting; they are excellent schemes, buegarding the decline of sport in schools have been brought
there is no action. down, and they all highlight that there is a need for physical
Rhetoric is cheap in this place; we all know that. It is theeducation specialists, particularly in primary schools. Yet
cheapest commodity in this House, and the Opposition dog#othing is done about it: we just see the decline go on.
not have much else to fight with. The Government has the In our high schools, physical education does not rate
Government benches and the Treasury, and they occasionallighly at all: indeed, | am told that it is absorbed under the
come up with a good idea, but they seem to be too frightenegubject of health and personal development. Teaching of
too petrified, to put the ideas into action. | do not care if thephysical education in that instance is not done by physical
election is in one week, three weeks or three months. Theducation specialists. | cite the words of John Talbot, who has
people of South Australia have a Government and thignormous credibility in the field of physical education and
Government owes the people of South Australia action. sport, and those words appeared in a recent article in the
Advertiser he said that the trend has resulted in an incredible
Mr OSWALD (Morphett): The Government of South decrease in the number of sporting teams available in our
Australia will be remembered for several things, two of whichschools. | think that all of us who are associated with sport
will be the decline of sport in our schools and the decline oknow this; all of us associated with school councils must
the racing industry. | would like to spend a few minutes thisexpress some concern at some time or other to see the way

morning referring to those subjects. the Education Department has moved away. This has not
Members interjecting: been helped by the fact that the Sports Institute, to its credit,
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for has setup the Junior Sports Development Unit, and through

Morphett has the floor. that unit it is moving to develop the junior sports policy,

Mr OSWALD: Thank you, Sir. | know members become which has now become a model Australia wide. Full marks
concerned whenever we get on our feet and talk about thie the staff at the Sports Institute who have brought that
decline of industries in this town; there are so many that eachbout.
member could devote the whole of the Address in Reply The resultis that the Education Department, knowing that
contribution to listing off the projects, industries and the Department of Recreation and Sport has its Junior Sports
Government enterprises that have fallen over. The tw@®evelopment Unit, is using this as an excuse to walk away
examples with which | am linked through my shadowfrom sportin schools and to say that this is now being looked
portfolios and in which | have a personal interest are schoaifter by the Department of Recreation and Sport so that it is
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not the problem of the department. Unless it is arrested, wis important. | did not hear the interjection opposite. | guess
will see a further decline as the Education Departmenthere was some criticism—

continues to walk away from its responsibility. It is a major  Mr Atkinson interjecting:

problem. It is not going to go away, and this Governmentin Mr OSWALD: —of trainers moving interstate—

its dying days would do the students of South Australia some The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Quirke): Order! The
service if it set in train some sort of corrective measures, evespeaker will be heard in silence.

if they were a stopgap, until next year when | can make a Mr OSWALD: —and perhaps the honourable member
move to bring education and the Education Department badkas his own reasons to explain why trainers have moved
into some arrangement with the Department of Recreatioimterstate. The next statement is most applicable because they
and Sport, so that we can get physical education and sport gay that the recent yearling sales have shown that very few
schools much higher on the agenda. horses were purchased by local trainers simply because they

I would now like to refer to another disaster over whichno longer had the owners. The Government should be
this Government has presided; indeed, the Government wasalysing that carefully as to why owners are no longer
the main reason for it. | refer to the decline of the racingputting their hands up at auctions in South Australia and why
industry in this State and to the three racing codes in particithey no longer want to own horses. They no longer want to
lar: galloping, trotting and greyhounds. An open forum wasown horses because they know the industry is about to
conducted at Morphettville on Sunday 4 April. The Leadercollapse. Time will not permit me to continue this evidence
of the Opposition and | attended that forum because weaow, but | will continue it at the first opportunity in the next
thought that the meeting was important enough for the Leadegrievance debate.
of the Opposition and the shadow Minister to attend. | have
great respect for the man who was sent along but, indeed, he The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):Water always has
is a junior backbencher of the Government and | would havéeen, is currently and will continue to be the mostimportant
thought that the very nature of the meeting and the concerrigsource in this State and Australia. At the outset, | regret that
being expressed warranted at least the Minister's presence e Minister of Public Infrastructure, who has the responsi-
that of a Cabinet member. The Government was not interesgility for the provision of water in this State has left the
ed: it just sent along someone as a token gesture so thatGhamber because | want to refer to a number of issues that
could say it was being represented. will be of interest to him and his portfolio responsibilities.

A lot of information has come out of that meeting, and | The aim and objective of any Government, particularly in
want to get it on the public record. | have only four minutesSouth Australia, should be to develop and promote strategies
left in this debate, so | will have to pick it up and use thefor managing the surface, underground and waste waters of
balance of the information in another grievance debate a@outh Australia in a manner that encourages ecological,
another time, linking the two speeches together. It is importsocial and economic sustainability.
ant to put on the record the concerns raised at that meeting, South Australia faces some major problems relating to its
which was attended by representatives from the three codeotal water environment. This requires sound planning and
administrators in racing, bookmakers, breeders, trainers aridugh political decisions to be made. Yesterday, | had the
concerned punters. The main concern, as the Chairmagpportunity to meet with senior executive officers of the
reminded us when he opened the meeting, was that emploltydrological Society of South Australia, who made me aware
ment opportunities no longer existed in the industry becausef their concerns about water issues in this State. | refer to a
it was slowly dying. letter that they have written to the Premier. They have kindly

Apart from the employment opportunities, the fact is thatprovided me with a copy of that correspondence. They make
the industry, as we all know now is dying. An argument couldthe point that they are taking up this matter with the Premier
be put as to whether it is the third or fourth largest industryon behalf of the Hydrological Society of South Australia to
in the State in terms of its contribution to domestic productgxpress their concerns about the inadequate profile of water
but the ACIL report puts it firmly as the fourth largest resource management in this State.
industry in the State, and it is an industry which is dying for  They refer to a recent meeting that society members
many reasons. One reason is the lack of State moneysganised, where they decided that this concern should be
compared with the situation interstate and another reason @gonveyed to the Premier directly because of the critical
the sheer greed of the Government in trying to grab allmportance of this State’s water resources to our ongoing
revenues that are generated within the three codes and n@osperity and the perceived lack of consideration of water
wanting to allow some of it to be redistributed. Even theresource issues in important State planning decisions, a
Government's gesture of letting the galloping code have $toncern that | would share. The letter states:
million for two years is feigned because it is the racing The Hydrological Society of South Australia is open to anyone
industry’s own money in the first place and it is coming outwith an interest in water resources, their management, protection and
of the Racecourse Development Board. In two years twilJE3St1Erert, The secily has bolt 00 members, nany pifes
stop and we will be back Where we were in the first place. groups across the State, as well as from a number of Government and

The thrust of the meeting was that the Government dycal government agencies. The society represents the most
something to inject more funds back into racing. If thesignificant accumulation of expertise and water resources manage-

Government does not do that, the industry will fall over.mentin this State.

Some of the evidence is interesting and | am sure all membets its letter to the Premier, the society has stated that the
will be interested to hear it. Trainers such as Bart Cummingsyater resources of this State will be a significant, and in
John Hawkes and David Balfour have now set up stablemany cases probably the most critical, constraint to economic
interstate or overseas, while Lindsay Park has moved mudrowth. This is particularly the case with respect to some of
of its breeding operations to New South Wales. The recerthe activities and industries that have been identified in the
yearling sales have shown that few horses were bought Hyconomic Statement that was brought down by the Premier
local trainers simply because they no longer had owners. Thagcently which he described as being critical and crucial to
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the State’s economic recovery. | do not want to dwell on thaprotection and management of water resources is vital to the future
statement. The letter states: prosperity of this State.

For example, although the wine grape industry is seen as beingcommend the hydrological society on that representation it
an important player in the future economy of this State, there is nahas made to the Premier. | would also like to acknowledge the
one premium wine grape growing area that is not already undegycellent work being carried out in various parts of the State,

threat due to limited water availability. Expansion in this industry ; : :
will require careful management of the available resources an nd | refer particularly to the successful implementation of

considerations of the constraints that limited water availability will th€ Munno Para arc pilot project. | would like to commend

impose on the planning process. all those involved in that project, particularly the
| hope the Government will recognise that process. The lettdickinbotham group of companies. The project's aim is to
continues: replenish underground aquifers, reduce algae blooms, blend

Similarly the development of industrial and tourism activities houses with an open space environment, and create jobs and

outside the greater metropolitan area inevitably is dependent on tfEXPOrt opportunities whilst lowering water and sewage

availability of suitable water supplies and often may have significantreatment and housing costs. Itis an excellent project. I hope
impacts on existing users of local resources or on the local envirorthat all members recognise the importance of this pilot project
ment. and that it is one that other developers and organisations in

Unless adequate consideration is given to the constraints impos ; ;
by water quality and quantity and the options available to modify osjouth Australia will follow. | commend the Department of

mitigate these constraints, the future for the developmentnecessaggf'”es and Energy and other areas of Government for this
for the economic recovery of the State is bleak. evelopment.

It makes the point that, as the Premier should be aware, there The AjCTlNG SPEAKER:  Order! The honourable
is considerable discussion at the moment regarding the futuf@€mMber's time has expired.

of water resources management in this State, brought about
by a number of factors, including the impending merge
between the E&WS Department and ETSA and the formatio
of an EPA and major reorganisations in several keyg
Government agencies. Although the main question is wher . " d h oo
the water resogrces managemgent functionqshould reside, t andkids pay for it | think that quotation epitomises the

society has made the point very strongly that it believes thall esent situation in South Australia. Deficits are something

the most importantissue is the profile of this function Withiﬁ:ar?gch?lg?g:(\avﬁ pg;';lture for which our children and
Government. It considers that water resources managem tThe Supply Bill s traditionally brought before the House

lacks an adequate administrative and political profile in this t this time to appropriate a sum of money to pay the Public

State, despite the significance of water to the Sout ; ; .
e ; . ervice until such time as the full budget has been debated.
Australian economy. Further, the society states: On this occasion it allocates $980 million—almost $1 billion.

Unlike other States, there is no Minister of Water Resources o{yihen | first entered this House just over 20 years ago, that
Department of Water Resources. Despite the significance of water ’ ’

to the continued growth and prosperity of this State, there is not eveligure was approximately $130 million. On the one hand, we
a Director of Water Resources, which means that there is néxperienced the effects of inflation and the devaluation of
executive level officer within Government with the sole responsibili-money while, on the other, we have witnessed the increase
ty to represent water resources Issues. in services provided over that period. The figure of

In addition, the responsibility for various aspects of water q ; : ; o
resourcesmanagementis,disseminatedacrossavarietyofalgenc%%80 million is relatively meaningless, because it is a

including the E&WS Department, the Department of RoadStOP-gap function until the full budget has been dealt with.
Transport, the Department of Mines and energy, local government However, over that time we have seen a run-down of the
and the MFP. However, there is no clear understanding of angtate’s assets. The schools, the E&WS infrastructure, our
responsibility for overall coordination, particularly in relation t0 545 and many other public facilities have been run down
some of the emerging issues such as stormwater management ang. . -
conjunctive use of resources. and very soon we shall face an enormous maintenance bill,
. . o for which | do not believe appropriate reserves have been set
The h_ydrologu_:al soglety goes oniin its correspondence to thgside to cover. We all know of the difficulty in maintaining
Premier to point out: schools; many of which still comprise the old timber

If this State is to prosper, the management of our scarce watgfansportable type of classrooms. While such classrooms may
resources will be critical. serve a useful purpose, we would all admit that they are out
Again, it makes the point: of date and certainly substandard.

It is essential that there be an effective advocate for water The E&WS infrastructure is one that really worries me.
resources at a sufficient level within Government to ensure watelMany of our pipeline structures are now 80 or 90 years old,
management is adequately resourced and given sufficient profile igng—let us face it—their lifetime must be shortly drawing

broad policy decision making. go an end. | know that in recent times the Government has

Further, it is important that this advocacy is seen as bein .
independent of the interests of operational agencies and that there3tarted to set aside a fund for the replacement of some of the

a clear understanding of responsibility for overall coordination of thenfrastructure, but it will involve enormous costs. Regrettab-
various activities that make up the water resource managemefy, with the trend towards user pays, the people in the run

functions in this State. down areas may well be facing increased costs in due course,

In conclusion, the hydrological society has made clear to th : . A - -
Premier that these essential requirements can only be met g}ﬁrt'cu'a”y if the user pays principle is applied to them.

establishing a high profile reasonably autonomous’ unit within~ One of the problems we have in our community is the
Government to coordinate and oversee all water resource policgbility of business to survive and not only support the

development and management activities. Itis recognised that a néfaintenance of their own business but also create jobs and

agency may not be appropriate, but the establishment of at leas P
division of water resources within an existing agency would meetp%vIde jobs for so many people. We have an enormous

most of the critical requirements. Importantly, if this were promotedun€mployment problem, and much of that problem is hidden
widely it would provide a clear message to the community that theunder various schemes where short term or subsidised

p Mr BLACKER (Flinders): ‘Christmas is the time when

ﬁids tell Santa what they want and it is their parents and their
randparents who pay for it. Deficits are when adults tell
overnments what they want and their kids and their
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employment is given to certain people, whose details areesources would be tied up in fighting a fire and none of the
therefore actually removed from the official figures. Positiveresources, or the specialities of those resources, for accident
approaches have been made by some communities, particuleecovery, sea, coastline or cliff recovery would be available.
ly the smaller communities. | am certainly putting on notice here today that the people in
| draw the attention of members to an article in today’smy electorate who have contacted me thus far are strongly
Advertiser referring to the efforts of people at Kimba, in opposed to the suggestion that is made in that article. | trust
particular Mr Peter Johnson, who are undertaking workhat the Minister will have a rethink on that and certainly
through the Kimba economic development committee. TherBaise with the people most affected. After all, we are dealing
is quite a lengthy article, and it refers to the growing andwith volunteers. These people are not paid to carry out the
propagating of the Sturt pea for commercial sale. It is arommunity service and if volunteers are going to be treated
interesting, and very effective project, creating jobs for then that way and pushed and pulled around then obviously they
local people, and it demonstrates that there are opportunitiegll be not giving of their best. They will withdraw their

out there to get up and go if the right will is applied. services and then we, as a total community, will suffer as a
The Hon. B.C. Eastick: There’s a very good photograph result of that. 1 ask the Minister to seriously rethink the
in the paper this morning. suggestions that were made in that article on Monday because

Mr BLACKER: Yes, | have just referred to the article in he has not liaised with the appropriate men and women on the
today’s paper. For business to survive, we must keep thground. Basically, he has ignored them, gone over the top of
input costs down, and this is where the State Government cahem, and they are very hostile. | am sure that every person
play a role. | am very concerned that it has been flagged iwould recognise that we cannot afford to allow these services
today’s paper that the Federal Government will introduce o be run down and to disintegrate because of an over the top
series of increased taxes on business. Fuel costs are almdstision made which will have seriously demoralising effects
certain to rise, particularly for unleaded fuel. This upon the volunteers in those services.

Government has to oppose that fuel tax rise. | just wish to make one last comment. | would like to

Whilst we might understand that there is a problem incommend the member for Newland on the comments that she
terms of the environment, do not hit the people at the lowemade last night to this House about the Hellfire Club.
end of the economic scale who are unable to acquire @ertainly in my view that club is an unnecessary part of
modern car. It will be the people who have to have an oldegociety. It is something that should not be encouraged. | do
vehicle who will be taxed most heavily in this regard. | think not believe that this House should allow it to occur. It is
it is an issue for which this Government will pay at its peril something which | think we as a Parliament and as parliamen-
if it does not strenuously oppose this increase. | am sure thadrians must take a serious look at. We cannot simply walk
every conservative Government and Opposition in this natioaway and allow this to occur without saying something and
would be actively opposing it, because it is country people indloing something about it. It is a time for leadership and |
the main who will have to pay the majority of that cost. believe this House could show some leadership and work
Country people must have a vehicle: they do not have accesswards having it stopped.
to public transport and, therefore, they must have their own
means of transport. In many cases, it is the vehicle they can The Hon. JENNIFER CASHMORE (Coles): Over the
afford that they must have. next few months there will be a great deal of debate about the

An article in theAdvertisedlast Monday has been drawn University of South Australia and its future direction. The
to my attention concerning an announcement by the Ministelocus for this debate will be the document entitled the
of Emergency Services (Hon. Kym Mayes) that there will beCorporate Plan 1993-1998. The Corporate Plan is the first
an amalgamation of the various services involving the CFSattempt by the university to provide a comprehensive strategy
MFS, and SES. | do not know how much prior consultationwhich deals with all aspects of the university situation,
has taken place on that matter but, from the reaction | haviacluding its future teaching and research activities, its
had in my office, | gather it is very little. Certainly the State staffing and staff developments and its support systems, such
Emergency Service is most up in arms about it. They see as library, student support and financial resources.
as a takeover, as a usurping of their role. So far as country | have represented, for 16 years, one of the campuses of
areas are concerned, | can see nothing but disaster emanatimigat is now the university, that is, the Magill campus. In that
from the decision. time | have seen many changes and great suffering and

As one of the SES members said to me, if he wanted tpersonal strain caused to staff by those changes, but never
join the CFS, he would have done so. The State Emergendyave | seen the suffering that is currently being experienced
Service has a different role in the community. On Eyreby staff because of the way in which that Corporate Plan is
Peninsula, there is a requirement to be trained in such mattelsging implemented. A brief summary of the Corporate Plan
as those involving cliff rescue, boating accidents and lostan be seen by a table outlining the impact on academic staff
vessels at sea, etc.—it is not in the league of the Country Firestablishment of the move to ensure the equivalent full-time
Service. | do not believe that a case can be made out for theseudent units at $2 200 per unit. | seek leave of the House to
services to be amalgamated. have the table, which is purely statistical, inserted in

In any event, should that occur, the consequences onkansard
very bad fire day would be quite severe because all the Leave granted.
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1993 1993 Existing Reduction in
WEFTSU $/WEFTSU  Establishment Establishment
(FTE (FTE)®
Aboriginal and Islander Studies 460 3546 21.0 6.8
Applied Science and Technology 3854 2368 119.1 15.9
Art, Architecture and Design 1613 2810 58.5 111
Business and Management 3233 2441 106.0 7.1
Education 3950 3165 204.3 88.4
Engineering 3102 2554 88.5 9.1
Health and Biomedical Sciences 1899 2852 65.1 9.6
Humanities and Social Sciences 3327 A&H 2 831 139.3 38.7
SS 2747
Nursing 2228 2824 99.2 255
Whyalla 704 3239 27.0 4.9
TOTAL 24 370 928.0 217.1

Notes: (1) The Full Time Equivalent (FTE) academic establishment is drawn from human resource information system data as at May,
1993. Academic establishment consists of tenured and tenurable staff and those on contracts of over 12 months.
(2) Reductions needed to bring the academic staff costs minus on-costs to $1 720/WEFTSU
Strategies for the period 1994-1998
A number of strategies together with associated salaries savings are outlined: any or all of which may be drawn on by faculties and Whyalla
to reach their $WEFTSU target.

The Hon. JENNIFER CASHMORE: The table indicates The Union of Australian College Academics, a body of some
that all faculties will suffer cuts in staffing levels with the substance states that it:
highest proportional cuts being in education at the Whyalla . . does not believe the reasons for this massive shift in resources
campus and in Aboriginal and Islander studies. Some of thbas been sufficiently justified in the plan for it to be suppartedn
cuts are absolutely savage, from an existing establishment 8gdition, insufficient justification has been provided for the
21 full-time equivalent, the reduction in Aboriginal and 2PPlication of the formula—
Islander studies will be 6.8; in education, from an existingthe very crude formula, if 1 may say so, Mr Deputy
full-time equivalent establishment of 204.3, the reduction willSpeaker—
be no less than 88.4. of $2 200 per equivalent full-time student unit and no analysis has

That cannot be achieved without enormous adverse impagftehnepljgi\’,'gfs?tss to the impact this will have on the teaching profile
on the people concerned. The way in which it is done isl_ ) . )
therefore critically important, and | maintain the way in | N€ Néwsletter continues:
which it is being done is totally insensitive, administratively It is hard to imagine that any kind of academic record which a

: - Lo : iversity may have built up over the years through its constituent
|nqppr0_pr|ate a_nd guaranteed to inflict serious damage on tlﬁgrts could possibly be maintained by cutting academic staffing
university and its staff.

levels by 217. The prime objective for the university must be to
In the newsletter entitledThe Third Degree-aptly =~ maintain quality teaching programs.

entitled, if | may say—the newsletter of the Union of In the opinion of the academics:

Australian College Academics of South Australia, Special  The university’s teaching program will be irreparably damaged

Edition, July 1993, it is stated: for little gain in other areas. This will leave the university with no
No attempt is made in the plan to justify the use of the targef-!€ar direction or purpose.

figure other than that it is the national average. No attempt is mad®o demonstrate the crude and, if | may say so, cruel manner

o 0““'“6 tht? mpact on éea‘gh'”g Jrograms o 'gd"?d“a'JaCU"in which this has been done, | quote from a letter from the

ies .. No attempt is made to outline what kind of academic , ; :

establishment ispenvisaged as a result of these cuts. Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic), Professor Denise

radley, dated 29 June 1993, to the academics who are going

It_is clear that cuts in contract staffing which are proposeq, pe affected by these decisions—hastily taken. She starts
will have a savage effect upon women. The key elements g{q, |etter:

the Corporate Plan ensure that there; Is a thrust to move As you would be aware, you were identified as a staff member
approximately $15 million from teaching costs to SUPPOItygected by the paper ‘Rationalisation of Staffing and Teaching
research development and infrastructure over a perlod of flVRrrangements’ (Appendix 2 to ‘The Future Learning Environment
years. We know that this is a new university and that one oéf the University of South Australia and the Rationalisation of
the functions of universities is research, but to attempt in fivétaffing and Teaching Arrangements’, tabled at council on 14 May).
years to devastate the teaching function of this university—H turns out that the staff who got that missive, which sent
which we all know teaches the teachers who teach outhem into a state of intense anxiety, were not aware. This was
children and is therefore critical to the future development ofhe first notification they had. Yet they were told that they
the State, socially, culturally and economically—in the waywere to respond to this initial recommendation no later than
that is being proposed is, in my opinion, extremely damagingWednesday, 7 July 1993, by advising their heads of school
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as to whether they wished to accept the initial recommen- Yesterday | received in the mail a document entitled ‘The

dations. That gave those staff, who were engaged, in thRoad to Recovery. Solutions for Small Business’ from the

main, with full teaching loads, precisely six working days inInstitute of Chartered Accountants in Australia. That

which to decide their future. An indication of the response ofdocument sets out very clearly, probably for the hundredth
those at the middle levels who were responsible for the staffme in the past 10 years, what is wrong with small business
comes in the form of a memo from the Dean of the Facultyin this State and in the Commonwealth. It is interesting that
of Arts and Humanities, dated 2 July 1993, to the beleaguerealmost every issue to which it refers relates to Government
staff who were waiting in a state of high anxiety and tryingin some form or other.

to decide what they should do. The problem areas identified in the document occur in the
That letter, which is simply signed ‘Anne’, from the Dean following order of preference: shortage of equity capital; cost
of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities, states: of regulation to small business; over-regulation by Govern-

You will just have received a letter from the Deputy Vice Ments; high taxes and imposts; lack of financial or managerial
Chancellor (Academic) advising you of details of the placemenexpertise; availability of debt finance; lack of marketing

process and of a tentative recommendation as to_your futurexpertise; and poor record keeping. There is also an item

placement, and requesting your written response by 7 July. The ‘ ' ik it [iatas PSR .
letters have been sent simultaneously to all staff affected by chang lled Othgr 1N which it I!sts. .Competltlon, lnterests C.OS'[?"
arising from the corporate planning document. abour laws; union regulations; and on-costs. It is fascinating

The letter concludes: that they are the issues that were put before this Parliament
R ) ] when the Small Business Corporation was set up in the very
I know how difficult it is to make sensible choices about your first year that | came into this place. It is interesting that still

future in such complex, murky and shifting circumstances, and a : .
grateful to you, and indeed to everyone in the faculty, for your e issues of over-regulation by Government, taxes and

forbearance and cooperation in such a trying period. | hope thagharges, interest costs, labour laws and union regulation are
within a week to 10 days, all will at last be clear and your futurestill right up at the top of the list.
placement satisfactorily resolved. One of the issues that | think needs to be attacked very
The letter ends with the salutation ‘Courage!” What kind ofquickly if small business in this State is to survive is the
way is that to treat staff? | am not criticising the Dean of theinterest rates that business is still paying. We have heard in
Faculty of Arts and Humanities; she is trying to do her bestecent days many comments from individuals within the
to console and reassure staff whose futures are at stake asgimmunity who are saying that the difference between the
who are being treated like so many economic units in a&ost of money and what is being charged by the banks is
rationalisation program. outlandish, and | support that argument very strongly. The
When | was first elected as the member for Coles | wagost of money to business ought to reflect more closely the
put on a course planning committee for a new degree aturrent inflation rate in the community.
diploma. In those days experts spent months planning new Governments could do something about that if they really
courses. Five new BAs have been developed in the space whnted to, even in the current deregulated banking market.
one month recently at the University of South Australia. ThatAs ministers would know, Governments do have an oppor-
should shock anyone who has any concern for the educatioriinity to put pressure on the banking system. Whilst, as |
future of this State. To rummage and drag together in onlgaid, it is deregulated, formal pressure from Government
one month courses which should be recognised nationally arwdould have a significant effect for small business in particu-
internationally is an indictment of the administration of thelar. The next issue that was mentioned at length was that of
University of South Australia. If this sort of thing continues, labour laws and the need to provide more flexibility within
the university risks becoming a mickey mouse institution the industrial relations system.
even within its own ranks, let alone within the outer world  The Hon. M.K. Mayes: Reduce wages.
where it is supposed to have credibility and where, as a State, Mr INGERSON: That is absolute nonsense. | can talk
we are supposed to be promoting our degrees nationally afitbm practical experience. For nearly 25 years | have been in
internationally with a view to earning export income. It is not business and all of the small business operators that | know
good enough, it has to be reviewed, and | urge the council tare interested in only one thing, and that is to ensure that they
look closely at it. get the maximum productivity from their staff and staff
satisfaction. You only get that Minister—and as you have
Mr INGERSON (Bragg): On Tuesday 10 August in this never been in business you would not understand—if you pay
House | made a statement in my presentation which relategbur staff well above the award structure. You do not get the
to the late Dr Thomas. | said that Dr Thomas had been foungdroductivity, you do not get the flexibility, you do not get an
by the court to have ripped off the system for millions of opportunity to improve small businesses unless you get the
dollars. That is incorrect. That statement related to a latgproductivity through providing more advantages than the
reference that | made, which was a letter from an employeaward system offers.
of WorkCover. | correct that statement to make clear the The Opposition’s position in relation to the award system
matter to which | was referring. and future industrial relations is to continue to support the
An honourable member interjecting: award system, to update it and to run a special system as it
Mr INGERSON: You don't deserve one. Yesterday in relates to small business. Having practised in the system and
the House the Premier stated that the recession was ovemhaving negotiated with staff and many employees—unlike
wonder whether the Premier goes out and talks to thenost members on the other side who have done nothing but
business community and the community at large, particularlpbject to it—I know that you need to have a separate
in his own electorate. | have a business in his electorate. If heperation with which small business can identify.
walked around and asked a few of the small businesses in his That is the fundamental reason why in the Opposition’s
electorate, he would find that the recession is not over andgecent policy release we said that we would continue with the
that in fact it has worsened. Indeed, a large number of sma#lward system to ensure that it is modernised and is flexible
businesses in this State are in very difficult circumstancesfor those who chose to stay within it. That was a very positive
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decision, which, | might add, was supported by the Federatompanies were not banking with it. The cash flow alone
Labor Minister, Mr Brereton. He supported it absolutely; hewould have been immense and would have assisted that
picked it up from our policy release and transferred it intobanking organisation. Then, of course, there are other
Federal Labor policy. guestions on the Notice Paper, for example No. 16:

The second option, of course, is to give those who want \why has the Premier not answered the member for Hanson’s
to shift out of the existing industrial relations award systemletter to him of 21 February 1989 regarding Mr Doug Grosser’s
into a contract/enterprise arrangement the opportunity to degguest for an interview?
s0. We need to ensure that every business in this State has this an absolute insult to anybody to think that a question has
option to do that. to stay or the Notice Paper for so long to obtain a reply.

We have made very clear in discussions, both privatelfQuestion No. 19 relates to the wives of executives of
and publicly with the union movement, that we would hopeBeneficial Finance Corporation who accompany their
and expect that it would be involved in that system. If ithusbands on overseas trips. | understand they were employed
chooses not to be involved because it is not capable of gettirgs secretaries and paid allowances, be it clothing allowances
sufficient membership in the small business area, that is itsr whatever, and all sorts of expenses for carrying out the
own fault, because our system will enable absolutely freeluties of secretary for their executives. That, in my opinion,
choice in the joining up of employees if people want to joinis rorting the system. If it was necessary for an executive
a particular union. Itis clear that there is no intention to moveofficer to take his secretary overseas, | would not have
away from the involvement of the union movement. It is upthought he would take his wife and then claim all those
to the union movement to get off its backside and, instead afeductions.
having a closed shop and a convenient arrangement system The Hon. T.H. Hemmings: Who would you take?
where the union leaders get their pay and do not have to chase Mr BECKER: | would go on my own. | would probably
membership, they can get out with probably the best oppotake Kym Mayes, the Minister. We worked extremely well
tunity to increase their membership. If they do not do it, it istogether representing the State and we were absolutely robbed
their own fault. There is no difficulty in doing that. on that final decision regarding the Commonwealth Games.

The Hon. M.K. Mayes interjecting: At least we worked for the benefit of South Australia. We

Mr INGERSON: The member for Hanson was a memberwere a great team, a whole committee, that worked for the
and a leader of a union. | have been a member and a lead8tate.
of a union, and | understand clearly what you can do if you Members interjecting:
get off your bronze and actually get out and chase member- Mr BECKER: You never know: we might resurrect it.
ship. It is entirely up to the union movement to do that.  Question No. 22 states:

The Hon. M.K. Mayes: Your policy is about reducing Did the Government and/or the State Bank settle out of court with
wages. the Bank of New Zealand in relation to a dispute between that bank

Mr INGERSON: The Minister talks arrant nonsense. Qurand the Remm Group for $70 million in or about March 1990 and,
policy is a very clear one under which the award system willf S Why?
be the absolute base. We have put that down and all employunderstand that the Bank of New Zealand took the Remm
ers and employees know that they will not see any significarféroup companies to court in an endeavour to retrieve money
changes at all in our base. It was interesting that the need tbat was lent by that bank to the Remm Corporation, and it
make the labour laws easier, better to work with and moravas not until the last minute that, through State Bank and
flexible, so that everybody within the industrial system couldGovernment interference, the matter was settled out of court.
benefit, was an issue that was raised. | believe that the taxpayers of South Australia have guaran-

The other issue was over-regulation. Anyone in businesteed moneys from the State Bank and paid that money to the
knows that the amount of paper that you get to just stay ifBank of New Zealand. In other words, the Bank of New
business is nonsense. This Government has promised it woud@aland walked away with 100¢ in the dollar: the taxpayers
do something about that over-regulation and the amount dif South Australia are lucky if they have assets worth 30¢ in
paper for the past 20 years that | have known of, but all thathe dollar in relation to the Remm Group.
has happened is that it increases and becomes more regular.There is no reason why the Government cannot answer

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable those questions, | understand from the State Bank. The
member’s time has expired. answers have been provided to the Premier's Department,

they have gone to Cabinet and they should have been relayed

Mr BECKER (Hanson): | am disturbed about the to me. | even had to write to the freedom of information
Government’s poor attitude towards answering questions oofficer in the Premier's Department to try to get some
the Notice Paper. Some of my questions have been on thessistance, and | have been patiently waiting now for six
Notice Paper for over two years. One which | would haveweeks for answers to those questions. It is an absolute joke
thought would be quite easy to answer is N0.13: when a member of Parliament has to go to a freedom of

Why did Beneficial Finance Corporation bank with the National information officer to find out what is contained in the docket
Australia Bank? How many State Bank and former Beneficialto answer his question, because he cannot even get the answer
Finance subsidiaries bank with other banks and, in each case, whyg that.

I understand that at one stage there were about 556 companieslf the questions are not answered within 45 days, | will
within the conglomerate of the State Bank Group. That is aeed to take legal action to try to get information to which |
huge number of companies associated with the group, andklieve the taxpayers of South Australia are quite rightly
would have thought that, if you are chasing business oentitled. | am not happy at all at the way the whole process
lending money, you would insist on these companies bankingf the State Bank has been handled—the royal commission,
with your own banking organisation. | could not understandhe Auditor-General’s reports—and | cannot understand why
why money was lent to Woolworths or to the Industrial they have not followed through some of those issues | raised
Equity Limited group via the State Bank when those largen the House. | started asking questions back in 1985, and
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Marcus Clark knew jolly well what was behind the questionsbringing them to justice no matter how long it takes or how difficult

| asked then in relation to $50 million being lent to a it may be?

shopping centre in Geelong. _ He does not say how much this will cost. The letter con-
There is no reason why we should be taking money out ofinues:

South Australia and pumping up shopping centres in another I have prepared a parliamentary petition urging the Government

State when that money could have been lent for housing if jaunch prosecutions as quickly and as vigorously as possible, and
this State. We could have had one of the best housing consider the confiscation of the assets (including any big

industries in Australia. We have an extremely good Housingermination pay-outs)—
Trust and a housing system to encourage home ownershigood luck—

but we could have_ done better. Instead of that, we WET8t those who can be successfully prosecuted. Copies of that petition
chasing these magic dollars. _ ~are available from my office at 196 Anzac Highway, Plympton. If
That brings me to the letter that has been circulated in thgou contact me for copies, I will be happy to mail them to you for

new electorate of Hanson by the member for Walsh. It igyou and your friends and neighbours to sign. As soon as petitions are

absolutely disgraceful. | hope | have time to read the wholdeturned to me, I will present them to the Parliament as evidence that
: public opinion in our district is solidly behind the launching of

thing. The letter states: prosecutions, even if we have to find a way to drag some of those
Dear constituent, involved back to South Australia.

Like me, you were probably horrified at the conduct of the individu- ; R it
als who created the huge debts of the State Bank and Beneﬁcil—lhat is all very good; it is great stuff inciting the people

Finance which hit us all in 1991 like a bolt out of the blue. Before Within the electorate, particularly the new electorate of
that shock announcement, there were rumours that things were nisianson, some of whom are my constituents. Of course they
quite right. But the rumours were never backed by any solid facts angdgree that something should be done, but obviously the

every inquiry produced the answer from the State Bank manageme. ;
that everything was in wonderful shape. To the best of my know- rmer Speaker of this House (the member for Walsh) has not

ledge, the bank’s position was never publicly disputed by the Feder4f@d the legislation. Section 29 of the State Bank of South
Reserve Bank or by the State Bank’s official auditors. Australia Act provides:

That is disputable. There were questions of the State Bank but Immunity of directors and officers
we were not allowed to ask, because Marcus Clark and (1) No liability attaches to a director or other officer of the bank

: ; - for an act or omission done or made, in good faith, and in carrying
evetLy (in.? else (part:;:ularly thet:}hetr)l Prke mier) Welcjeghreat%nlrf%t’ or purporting to carry out, the duties of his office.
us that, ITwe caused a run on the bank, we would beé Sued and oy any Jiability that would, but for subsection (1), attach to a
God knows what. The letter continues: director or other officer of the bank shall attach instead to the bank.

Yet the replies given to the Government and the Parliament by, other words—
the banking and private enterprise experts who were running our
bank failed to reveal its gigantic debt, largely created by people who The Hon. P.B. Arnold: The Government should have
got commissions for lending money to other people who couldn'amended the Act.
pay it back . . Why? Mr BECKER: Well, the Government set up the Act.
Regular statistics are provided by the Reserve Bank at least The ACTING SPEAKER (Hon. T.H. Hemmings):
once a month. They should go to Treasury. The bank wagrder! The honourable member's time has expired. The
getting them, we get them in the Parliamentary Library, wemember for Bright.
were fully aware of what was going on and we gave the
warning signals through our spokesperson on finance, the Mr MATTHEW (Bright):  During this debate today |
member for Coles, that the overseas borrowings wergish to refer to management of information technology by
immense. The State Bank's overseas borrowings were great@ie present Government, because it is fair to say that this
than those of the ANZ Bank, and the State Bank wassovernment has allowed expenditure on information
borrowing money in every tax haven in the world. technology amounting to some $300 million per annum to run
No-one knew whether it was drug money, oil money orunchecked and uncoordinated. The Government has had
money being laundered from ill-gotten gains. The letterplenty of opportunity to revisit the problems with information

continues: technology that it has been facing in this State through the
Some of that State Bank money (for which we were all guaranwarnings of the Auditor-General. The Auditor-General's

tors) will be repaid when property values improve— 1990-91 annual report states:

it will be a long time before that happens— For a number of years audit has expressed concern at the quality

but some State Bank and Beneficial Finance money seems to hagémanagement direction and control exercised over major comput-
disappeared into the pockets of greedy individuals and will not bénd development.

easily recovered. | believe we should be doing everything possibl tar. i
to track down individuals, whether in the State Bank, Beneficialq’he Auditor-General flagged on that occasion that for many

Finance or the accounting profession, who apparently betrayed tH€ars the Government had been warned that information
trust placed in them by the Government and the people of Soutfechnology in this State was uncoordinated and was running
Australia and who drew handsome salaries while the losses mountegiut of control. Ultimately, after these many warnings by the

We only have to look at the Remm Corporation and some ofwuditor-General the Government finally decided to look at
the large construction companies to find out who reallythe problem. I was interested to receive a copy of a submis-

ripped off the system, and that was some of the constructiogion that was placed before Cabinet on 22 March this year.
unions that were involved. The letter continues: The submission was signed by the Premier and also by his

I believe it is now time for prosecutions to be launched whereMinister of Business and Regional Development. The

possible and for attempts to be made to recover ill-gotten gaingroposal that was put before Cabinet was:

wherever they may be and whoever may be involved. Even though - that cabinet note and endorse an overall strategy for improving

it will not be cheap to pursue them, any greedy crooks who enricheghe management and use of information technology in the South
themselves at our expense should not be able to get away with it, angsiralian public sector.

| cannot understand why Liberal Leader Dean Brown seems to be ) )
criticising the procedures involved. Do you agree with me aboufTwo key points of the proposal to Cabinet were:
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Extensive use of strategic alliances with a range of privateThe revelations become even more alarming, for it says in
sector organisations to ensure better management implementatir?@rt;
and operation of major systems, these allegiances to provide the

foundation for increased’ investment by IT companies in South Our current management of the information utility is weak in the
Australia. areas of project management, implementation of systems and

A revised form of information utility (IU) concept in which ~ @cceptable time frames and within cost estimates.
the Government strengthens and upgrades the status of State Systegas the Premier and his Minister are admitting to Cabinet that
and uses the revised organisation as its prlmaryvehlcleforsecurergIe management of the information utility has been weak:
trategic alli . _ has b ;
stra 99'° afiances ) . they have less than desirable competence in project manage-
Certainly, we are aware that, following that submissionment and implementation of systems; they are not being
before Cabinet which was ultimately approved, thejmplemented within acceptable time frames; nor are they
Government, through the State Services Minister, has madgsing held within the cost expected. It goes further and again
anumber of announcements of its intention to sign strategifquote:
a”'ancej \a"th .p”.vate fcomputlnkg]:] companies and has an- Our tendering processes have not only seen the Government
nounced the signing of one such agreement. However, | d@formation technology business shared across the industry but have
not mind putting on the record in this Parliament that | haveoften involved enormous costs to both the Government and tendering
been contacted by a number of major national andompanies.
international computing companies that have said they havene Premier is admitting to his Cabinet that the way in which
no desire to sign a strategic alliance with this Governmenthjs Government is tackling information technology has
they have no desire to work with this Government, becausgolved enormous cost to Government (in other words the
this Government has cost them millions of dollars in the pasfaxpayer) and to tendering companies, and for that reason this
through its ineptitude, through its unsatisfactory tenderingsovernment will find it very difficult to sign strategic
processes, putting up such proposals as the informatioflliances with computing companies that have already lost
Utlllty, but never IIStenlng to the experts in the information millions of dollars because of its ineptitude_
technology industry who said it would not work. Those  Tpat js the tragedy that this Government faces. We are
companies have wasted millions of dollars and have '”d'categupposed to be the smart State. Indeed, we have heard the
to the Liberal Party that they are not prepared o sigrhepyty Premier stand up in this Parliament before and claim
agreements with this Government; they will wait for the ot South Australia is the smart State; that information
election. '_I'he |nept|tut_je Fhat lam ta_llkmg about is referred t({echnology is going to further development and jobs. But if
at length in the submission to Cabinet. It says in part: 5 company has lost millions of dollars trying to encourage the
The overwhelming conclusion from the work of recent monthsGovernment to implement computing strategies in this State,
is that we must achieve greater value from the Gpvernme_nt’g\,hy should it spend any more under this present
ap[;]roxllmately$300 million per annum expenditure on 'nformat'onGovernment’? That is the question companies have asked
technology. - i .
_gy . ) ) ) _ themselves: their answer is that they should not bother. Itis
It goes into some interesting details, and | again quote:  for that reason that major information technology companies
The non-directive approach of the Government Managemer&ire now approaching the Liberal Party in preparation for a
Board in keeping with increased responsibilities of chief executivebhange in Government, and an opportunity for the first time

officers has led to several undesired outcomes: S . N
1. We have probably purchased somewhere in the public sect to actually develop strategic information technology in this

every brand of computer hardware and associated software that hgéat?- )
ever been marketed. Nowhere is this more apparent than in office Sir, the most alarming statement of all has been the

systems. Premier's admission about the information utility. | quote

2. Large numbers of people are involved in the tasks associategyyain from his submission to Cabinet:
with purchasing, upgrading and maintaining these products.

3. No computer supplier has more than 8 per cent of our public, There is now an increasingly held view within Government

sector market, meaning they have little base from which to invest iircles that the Government cannot justify being a shareholder in the
the State. information utility unless the U is a profitable enterprise from its

4. There are several examples of individual agencies simultdlC€Ption. However, it seems that in order for the organisation to be
neously but separately pursuing large scale system developmentRicfitable the Government will need to make considerable and
parallel with each other, for example, plant management systemguéstionable concessions.
customer billing systems, financial management systems. It goes on further to say:

This has been exacerbated by the fact that each initiative of each With that in mind we would rather not put additional effort into

agency has been processed through the Government Managemen ablishing a cast iron case for the Government as a shareholder, but

Board and the State Supply Board as a separate event. Opportunit| - =1L
to link with similar initiatives in other agencies have rarely beenWould prefer to explore alternatives to the original concepts of the

pursued and, where they have, have relied entirely on the goodwififormation utility.

of the agencies concerned. Those are the words of the Premier and of his Minister of
| find that an absolutely staggering revelation. Here we havBusiness and Regional Development about the information
a paper signed by the Premier and the Minister of Businessfility, which was supposed to be a cornerstone of the
and Regional Development submitted to the Cabinet of thi¥FP; something that was supposed to be a mechanism for
Government which admits that they have failed to managéttracting enterprise to this State. That is an admission from
information technology initiatives in this State and whichthe Premier that his Government has failed to develop high-
indicates that the only reason that some agencies are workiftgc in this State; has failed to deliver on a cornerstone of the
together is through goodwill. That is government out ofMFP; has failed to provide incentive to provide opportunities
control. This Government is admitting that it has absolutelyffor employment in an area in which it has consistently told
no control over one of the most expensive areas ofhis Parliament thatit would deliver.

Government in today’s modern world—the development of ~Mrs Hutchison interjecting:

information technology. It admits it has no control over the  Mr MATTHEW: This Government is an absolute failure,
expenditure of $300 million of taxpayers’ money per annumand it is time that it and some of the inane interjectors
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opposite left this Parliament, and allowed a LiberalServices aboutthe future of the proposed ‘super’ Emergency
Government to get on with the job, a Government capable dbervices Department. In that article Mr Johns says that the
delivering what this Government has failed to deliver. future will not be known for two weeks and states:

The Emergency Services Minister, Mr Mayes, said last night the

Mr MEIER (Goyder): From time to time there can be premier, Mr Arnoid, would announce what form the department
some embarrassing occurrences for members of Parliamemiould take in the budget session of Parliament. Mr Mayes said the
Thankfully there have not been too many of those occasiorxact format of the Emergency Services Department was still to be
during my period as the member for Goyder, but this mornin?éterm'”ed'
such an incident occurred, and unfortunately it is the type o here was something disturbing in that article, because the
incident that has occurred too often in the last year or so. Aast paragraph states:
constituent of mine rang my office and asked: Where is the Mr Mayes also indicated that it was likely country areas could
answer from the Minister of Public Infrastructure as to whatsee one of their emergency service operations ‘swallowed’ by
is occurring with broken water mains in the area where h@UOtgeerrv bélet vv\\;icmﬁjultillglsst?g tSheéVi?gdgn‘:‘(gglrﬂ mg:ngrfges(é?qggyn

H H Ire VI | VI |
lives? I am afraid that both my sec_retary ar_]d_l had to Chec&e country; it would ¥ake ovgr the SES faciliti%s, gssets and
as to how long ago | took that up with the Minister, and whyygjunteers” he said.

I have not received an answer. Looking at the correspond-

ence, | saw that it was dated 2 June 1993, which is some g[’:'
weeks since | took up this issue, an issue which my constituz

ent had brought to my attention during the several Weekappears that there has been absolutely no consultation with

prior to that, and in desperation | had to go to the Minister. .
The issue concerns the continual breaks of water pipes iwe SES "’_md’ t? the best of my knowledge, with the CFS.
Mr Atkinson: Absolutely none!

an area approximately five kilometres north of Two Wells. i o
| was receiving regular calls from the constituent, because he MrMEIER: As the Government member interjects, there

e
was furious that he was without water from time to time, ant}“as been absolutely none and he would know, because the
also because it appeared that there was no logical explanatiGPvernment would have discussed it in its weekly meeting.
for the pipes continually breaking. In fact, when | wrote to the There has been no dlscussmn_at alland | am pleased that the
Minister | asked: How many bursts have occurred in the pagtonourable member has confirmed what has been reported
few weeks? What has caused the bursts? Is it proposed to 1§ M€ Absolutely none!
new pipes in the area, or are the repairs considered satisfac- Members interjecting:
tory in the long term, and finally is it anticipated that further ~ Mr MEIER: Why would the Minister make such a
breaks will occur in the coming months? statement, particularly after this Government repeatedly has
We know the answer to the last question, because ¢laimed it would always consult fully before making
received more information this morning: ‘Yes, there havechanges?
been further breaks.’ In fact, yesterday my constituent broke, Here, the Minister of Emergency Services says it is likely
as he said, another glass in his hand. Why would he bredkat the CFS will swallow up the SES, and we assume that
another glass in his hand? After the pipes had burst ithat announcement will be made within the next two weeks.
appeared that too much pressure had been put back into thdrhere has been no consultation, and | know what will now
and, as he turned on the tap, there were air locks, angappen: the Minister will run around madly and contact SES
suddenly the water spurted out and broke the glass he wagd CFS people and ask, ‘What do you think of the idea?’
holding. Apparently that was not the first time that occurred Then he can legitimately get up in the Parliament and say,
In addition, a near neighbour who runs a feed lot takes itOh, yes, consultation has occurred; | have spoken with
upon himself to water down the feed lot, particularly if therepeople from both sides of the fence.’ But the tragedy is that
is any chance of dust blowing off it in the evening or thethe Government, not the volunteers, has decided on the
following day. Yesterday, because of the broken water pipegourse of action.
again that could not occur. | believe the questions | asked the What is wrong with the idea for a start? First, if there ever
Minister were simple and straightforward. They were notwas an amalgamation to be contemplated it should be just
difficult questions and they could have been answered withithat—an amalgamation, not a takeover. In fact, my personal
a short period of time. view—and | believe it is that of my Party—is that we do not
There is no doubt that the Minister will have a reply wantto see any amalgamation. We believe that both services
available in the next few days, but | just wonder how muchhave their role to play and that both services are doing an
longer this matter would have gone on if my constituent hadgxcellent job in the community. But the SES has some
not rung me this very day to ask what was going on. It is arieatures and characteristics that make it a very strong unit. It
embarrassment to me because | like action to occur quicklgeems to have had no funding problems. In fact, as one of the
and promptly and | get a little upset not only with the members said, ‘John, when we ask for a new item of
Minister of Public Infrastructure but with other Ministers as equipment or need something within a short time, we are
well who seem to take things for granted that six weeks igprovided with it; our morale is very high; we are a closely
normal and we should not complain if it takes 12 weeks oknit unit; our members have complete confidence in them-
more. It is obvious that the Government is more worriedselves and in the SES organisation’, and it is great to hear
about its own neck than occurrences to citizens throughoubose positive comments.
the State. Why would a Government want to destroy such an
The second matter | want to highlight relates to the articlerganisation? Why would it want to amalgamate it when it
that appeared about three days ago inAldeertiserof 9  is performing so admirably? Why, when it is funded princi-
August entitled ‘Future of super department plan knowrpally from the Commonwealth Government, would the State
soon, pledge on services’, and it is a report by police reportevant to take over funding for it? These and many other
Lesley Johns quoting in part the Minister of Emergencyquestions need to be answered, and it is a tragedy that the

ere has been outrage in my electorate and, from what the
adow Minister said last night, throughout this State about
e Minister’s words. Why? There is a variety of reasons. It
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Minister made the announcement through favertiser  providing aid overseas where itis needed, then let him stand
without any consultation. He stands condemned, and he hap and defend his position. | would not defend him, because
a lot of explaining to do to the SES and | believe the CFS as do not believe he could sustain an argument in support of
well. taking those funds from where they are sorely needed.

On the subject of funds, | want to talk about slush funds

The Hon. B.C. EASTICK (Light): | want to raise a which it would appear are in the hands of the member for
matter which follows, to some extent, the statement made bapier. | draw attention to an advertisement inNathern
my colleague the member for Flinders referring to volunteers/essengethis weekend, occupying a third of a page and
but which involves an entirely different area. Last Friday,referring to ‘Annette Hurley, Australian Labor Party candi-
along with other members of Parliament and a number othefate for Napier; a caring advocate for the people of Munno
dignitaries, | was present at the official opening of the soPara (in the short time she has been there that may well be
called Gawler bypass. The Hon. Barbara Wiese, the Ministetue: | would not deny that) committed to serving Munno Para
of Road Transport, was present and, as part of the proceethrough its community organisations (I would question that,
ings, we subsequently went to the side of the road and plantegthough she may desire to do so); and prepared to fight for
some trees, the total plan being to plant more than 6 00Qs’
trees. Mr Hamilton interjecting:

The Road Transport Department requested expressions of The Hon. B.C. EASTICK: All candidates do that, some
interest from contractors who wanted to undertake thalike the member for Albert Park doing it better than others.
planting, as has been the case in many other areas, andrBat has kept him quiet; he cannot argue about that. It
contractor who had worked elsewhere for the department omaintains that she is a local who knows the area and the
a number of occasions was successful in obtaining a contragieople of Munno Para.

That contractor proceeded on the basis of giving the planting  Someone who moved in no more than six months ago—
work to interested volunteer groups in the district, with the'knows the people’. But, who is it authorised by? Terry
funds at full tote odds going to the people who planted thedemmings M.P., suite 11, Elizabeth House, Oxenham Drive,
trees, the great advantage being that the trees could be plan@zabeth, S.A. 5112. Then there is a contact office in relation
in one weekend. So, Community Aid Abroad and othero where the office is at Munno Para. The authorisation would
organisations were given the opportunity to provide volunsuggest to me that there have been some funds, and the
teers to undertake this planting, and it was to take place thiguthorisation agent has had some involvement with these
coming weekend. slush funds. I am told that the advertisement would have cost

What has happened? Somebody has suggested to the un§g63.60 to put into the paper. The convenor of the slush fund
movement that this is not according to Hoyle. Was it anis nodding his head in agreement. So what do we do? We
unsuccessful contractor? Was it somebody wanting to createave a situation here which is very intriguing, having regard
mischief? One does not quite know. However, a particulato the present member for Hartley, the to be elected member
union (and with due deference to it, I will not indicate which for Napier come the next State election.
one but will pass on the name of the union to any member Mr Atkinson: Who pays for your ads?
interested) has been forced into the position of having to put The Hon. B.C. EASTICK: | am in the fortunate position
pressure on the successful contractor not to allow volunteeggat we do not have to have very big ads. There in fact will
to plant those trees and put the total amount they earn onige no ads for me in the forthcoming election, but | will
per tree basis into volunteer organisations—organisations thaértainly be assisting my successor.
are important not only from a community point of view but  Mr Atkinson: Who pays for his ads?
also in terms of Community Aid Abroad, an organisation  The Hon. B.C. EASTICK: I will be putting a little bit of
concerned with providing assistance for overseas countrigfoney into that, but | will not be putting $663.60 for one
in need. rendition. | say to the member for Hartley, the next member

I hope that by raising this matter here, somebody on théor Napier, that he has it made, because whilst this sort of
Government side will take up the cudgels on behalf of thisactivity goes on the people will turn off very quickly. Itis a
particular contractor, as well as those members of théttle like the letter to the Editor from the member for
community who seek to donate funds to worthwhile causeslapier’s electorate secretary, who did not even live in the
rather than putting money in the pockets of a contractor oglectorate but told us how good the member for Napier was.
into somebody’s bank account. It is the first occasion orghe happened to be one of my constituents. We have some
which this particular contractor, who has quite a number ofather intriguing battles going on. | back the member for
contracts across the State, has encountered such an impedartiey.
ment. | honestly believe that the union has been dragged into
this matter unintentionally—against its will and its interests—  Mr HOLLOWAY (Mitchell):  Over the past two weeks
but when the pressure is applied from certain directions therde Opposition has had much to say about the State Bank,
is a problem and unless it is responded to there may well bearticularly the behaviour of its management and directors.
trouble. That has been in spite of the fact that now two and a half

| invite members opposite to seek additional informationyears have passed since those bank losses were declared and
from me on this matter, so that they might use their goocddressed. What the members opposite have not addressed
offices within the system and allow the many thousands ofs the behaviour that is still taking place in many of the
dollars worth of volunteer effort to proceed this comingprivate banks around this country at the moment. We also
weekend. | certainly hope that there will be none of thesdénave not heard very much from those members opposite
shenanigans in the future. | believe it is an absolute tragedgbout the policies they might have in relation to the bank; but
that such a set of circumstances has been allowed to occtinat is a matter for another day.

If the member for Spence does not believe in volunteer What | wantto address today is particularly the behaviour
organisations looking after the interests of the community andf Westpac, because | believe there is some behaviour of that
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bank which really ought to be brought to the attention of theNhat it means is that all those ordinary shareholders who
House, and this is behaviour that is going on now. The firshave suffered enormous losses are now going to be paying for
thing to say about Westpac is that it has loans to borrowerthis capital raising. That corporate behaviour on the part of
in some degree of difficulty totalling $8.6 billion, which is $2 Westpac is absolutely disgraceful, and it brings forward an
billion more than the bank’s underlying worth. Westpac hasmportant issue. This Government has decided, in my view
just recently appointed a new executive director, an Americaquite appropriately, that we should be proceeding towards the
called Mr Joss. | believe he is being paid something in excessale of the State Bank. My view is that, given the
of $1 million per year for that position. Government guarantee that exists with the bank, we can no
Mr Quirke: $1.5 million. longer afford to have a bank within Government ownership.

Mr HOLLOWAY:  $1.5 million, the member for Playford However, we should be aware of the fact that if banks are
tells me. According to an article in théleekend Australian Privatised it is these sorts of people who will be taking over
last weekend, as well as those losses that have been declaré, funds of ordinary shareholders in this country. | think it
Westpac has a potential minefield in its loan book in Japari$ long overdue that the Commonwealth got its act together
which is worth some $5.1 billion, for the Japanese propertynd started getting some decent regulation into the behaviour
market and stockmarket have fallen even further tha®f the people who are running the finances of this country.
Australia’s over the past two years. No doubt we will hear  The unfortunate thing is that, whereas we have had a royal
more about Westpac's performance in the years to comgommission into the State Bank which has gone into the
What | want to address is the behaviour of some of thesgatter in intimate detail and the Government has taken great
people within Westpac. As this article in tH&keekend Steps over the past two and a half years to put the affairs of
Australianpointed out: that bank in order, no such thing has happened in the private

This has been a difficult time for the bank’s 80 000 shareholders?ector with those private banks. They are still operating under
who saw their stock drop in value from over $6 two years ago to e same inadequate corporate laws that allowed the corporate
bottom of $2.50 late last year. Understandably, many are still angrgowboys to lose all the money from these banks in the first
and want some explanations as to how management and the bogifhce. Again | make the point that every single dollar that has
could have presided over the losses. been lost by banks, and it is some $30 billion in this country,

Yet, at the special meeting last month to approve a lucrativ : . P .
options arrangement which could deliver up to $7.8 million to Jossesomethlng like $1 trillion in the United States and many

Uhrig [the new Managing Director of Westpac] threatened to stiflehundreds of billions of dollars in overseas countries, has been
debate when shareholders started pressing him for answers l@st out in the corporate sector by corporate cowboys.
threatened to vote against controversial motions. The Hon. D.C. Wotton interjecting:

The article goes on to point out: The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

One point on which shareholders were keen to get some MrHOLLOWAY: The member for Heysen has missed
explanations was the proposal by the board to release two formehe whole point. It is his friends in the Liberal Party, his
executives of liabilities over an executive share scheme totalling ;siness friends who have actually lost the money. They are
nearly $3 million. ) -

) _ ) the people who borrowed the money from the State Bank; it
Obviously these former executives had entered into somig the property developers. The Australian banks have loaned

arrangement whereby they would buy shares, no doubt toney, but it has been the developers and the spivs who have
help reduce their taxation. It was a favourable deal but, ofost the money.

course, what had happened was that the price of the shares e Hon. D.C. Wotton interjecting:

had fallen dramatically, as | mentioned earlier, from $6 10 MrHOLLOWAY: |am very grateful to the member for
$2.50. So these executives were out of pocket and facing ysen for bringing up the subject of friends of the Liberal
some losses. What happened was that the Westpac bogsf+y ‘hecause one of the great friends of at least one very
released them from their obligations. The article Cont'nuesprominent member of the Liberal Party is none other than Mr
Uhrig declared it was wrong to seek to punish past managemerfony Summers, who happened to be a State Bank director
The article further states: and was also very involved with Bennett and Fisher. | would
This only raised shareholders’ hackles more, but Uhrig told the ike to quote from thesunday M‘?‘bf 11 July. The quote is
bluntly that they had no chance of winning any vote because he hafiom the shadow Federal Minister for Infrastructure and
sufficient proxy votes to beat them. His arrogance in view of theNational Development, lan McLachlan, as follows:
losses suffered by many shareholders as a result of the bank’s recent “Tony Summesrs is an energetic, bright person”Sure, he's a

performance was breathtaking. The meeting also had a vote on tl : : ) e
$500 million converting preference shares issue. Capital is vit ?ﬁe&g’slgi #gggtgu@iigggfsﬁeﬁgq he’s been to mine—I guess you

because it indicates the amount of lending banks can do, and lendi Mr McLachlan is in a position creditors would love to be in. He

is their lifeblood. ; o d
has spoken to Summers in London. ‘I've spoken to him a couple of
The article goes on to point out: times and he told me he was doing theology'. .. ‘There was no

... this latest issue of shares designed to boost the base capiﬁghcﬁ%m?ﬁg,ﬁ gg;gzg’g‘g%%%zmgv_asn tdiscussing this matter

of Westpac from 10 per cent to 10.6 per cent is different. For a start,
the offer has been rushed by investors, in stark contrast to th€his is Mr McLachlan talking—

ignominious cold shoulder it received when it tried to issue rights Iasbow wise people are after the event. Nothing has been proven vet
year. It is popular for reasons that should be ringing alarm bells fo d the knpock%rs never have the guis 0 do?t 0 someor?e’s facg. |

ordinary shareholders. Investors in these converting preferen X ; h
shares will receive a tax-free dividend return of 6.5 per cent— L)ge'lt'ﬁgi/’Summem and I think he did a great job when we worked

generous return in today’s low inflation environment.

But this is the important point: That was Tony Summers, former Director of the State Bank;
The sting for ordinary shareholders is that these convertin fhe man who is now, | believe, studying theology in the

preferences will soak up all of Westpac’s franking credits. Thesg*Jnlteoi Kingdom. Itwas his wife who bought a block of land

credits are earned by companies paying the full rate of corporate tdR the city for $190 000 and sold it a few years later for
and allow them to pay dividends to shareholders tax-free. something around the $4 million mark. He is not a friend of
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people on this side of the House, but it appears he has plenBast, yet builders in South Australia, in our present economic
of friends on the other side of the House. circumstances, are unable to obtain sufficient building
The other aspect that | want to conclude on is that, whilenaterials for those houses that are actually being built. That
there is a great need to tidy up the regulation of this sort ois absolutely absurd. How the Government can allow that sort
behaviour in this country—and | believe that the Common-of situation to occur is beyond belief.
wealth Government ought to get its act together and do it It would appear that the Government is prepared to give
pretty smartly—the other question that ought to be consideregreference to the Eastern States rather than to the building
is that of insolvency and the behaviour of people who handlendustry in South Australia. If that is not the case, | should
losses and bankruptcy. A committee in the United Kingdoniike the Minister to respond to my comments today and
Parliament recently investigated what happened to Robeautline exactly what the situation is and try to give some valid
Maxwell's money, and what it has uncovered shows someeason why the industry is not being supplied with the
quite disgraceful use of the insolvency provisions in respeanaterial. If he can do that, well and good. If not, he ought to
of those funds. The massive costs involved have meant thdb something positive about turning that situation around so
a lot of the money that should have been going to théhat the South Australian building industry at least gets first
pensioners who lost their money has been going to these othereference for any timber that is available. | am conscious
people instead. that there is a softwood shortage of timber around the world,
but South Australia is a significant producer and the South
The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD (Chaffey): | want to take this  Australian people and industry ought to receive preference
opportunity to draw to the attention of the House and thever any others. | should like the Minister to respond as soon
Government in particular the absurd situation which exists iras possible, and if there is any possible way of turning this
the building industry in South Australia at this stage with thesituation around it ought to be done as a matter of urgency.
shortage of pinus radiata. Of course, we all know that South  Another matter that | wish to raise in the time available
Australia is a significant producer of pinus radiata, yet werelates to a letter that | received from the Loxton-Waikerie
seem to have a situation in this State where there is evenRest Plant Control Board, which states:
greater shortage here than anywhere else in Australia. Of pjease find enclosed a copy of correspondence to the Primary
course, we know the history of what has occurred in th@ndustries Minister, Mr Terry Groom. We are seeking a support
South-East of this State in relation to the South Australiarsubsidy for our farmers devastated by the mouse plague. Your
Government's involvement, particularly in relation to support in pursuing this matter with the Minister, on behalf of rural
Forwood Products and prior to that, as it was, SATCO (SoutﬁOUIth Australia, would be apprec'at.ed' i
Australian Timber Corporation) and the disasters that havéhe letter from the Loxton-Waikerie Pest Plant Control

occurred in recent years. Board to the Minister is as follows:
| have received a letter from Binder’s Building Supplies ~ The mouse plague devastating rural South Australia is costing our
in Renmark. as follows: rural industry an estimated $40 million, and no doubt this figure will

) . . rise before the plague is brought under control.

In November 1991 we established a business in Renmar. S . .
supplying timber and housing requirements for builders and local h€ board is highlighting the fact that the grain industry is
people. it has taken a lot of hard work and hours to build up thevorth about $40 million to South Australia. The letter
business. This is now being seriously affected by the short supply afontinues:
radiata pine. .

4 For our rural farmers, this mouse plague, on top of other

When we commenced there was an abundant supply of pine an i . ; . -
I am at a loss to understand why this has changed so dramaticaIQJOb'ems within the industry, is a disaster and one they can ill-afford.

| am unable to receive any satisfactory answers from anyone. 10 date approximately 100 tonnes of wheat has been mixed with
Some of the reasons g)ilven are: Ne)\//v Zealand is not e>)<,portingt trychnine at a material only cost of $300 000 plus the cost of
Australia, Victoria and the Eastern States are being given firsgPreading. Many farmers simply cannot afford this untimely burden

preference. If this is the case, | find this totally unacceptable, as tl fgf‘gns?gtiggntinue into the spring with the strong possibility of

main mills are based in South Australia. (I am not sure what intere T

the South Australian Government has in these mills.) In my view, this is a State disaster; it is a disaster that

| can assure the House and Binder’s Building Supplies thdfdividual farmers cannot carry by themselves.

the Government has a very large involvement in the timber A small proportion of the $40 million that can be produced

industry in the South-East. The letter continues: by the rural sector actually stays with the farmers who are
We are having to refuse supplies to some who are makin roducing it. That is typical of most primary industries: the

inquiries, as we are struggling to be able to supply the people whBroducer retains very little of the real value of the product. If
have supported us since we opened. | do not like doing this. there is not support for the farming community to come to
BB o e ot b g WA s problrn a sgnficantproporton of hat $40
if you can findysor'ne answers that nobody else seer%s to be able @Ill.lo.n will .be IO.St to South AUStra“an and to each and every
give. individual in this State. It is a burden that should not be

I understand that this is Statewide and will have a disastrou§arried purely by the grain farmers themselves, because most
effect not only on the building industry in the Riverland but of the benefits go to all South Australians, whether they live
Statewide. in rural areas or in the metropolitan area.
What is stated in that letter is perfectly true. The Minister has Unless the Minister is able to sort out this issue very
approved the export of non-processed sawlogs from theuickly, the farmers themselves will not be able to cope with
South-East at enormous detriment to the South Australiathe plague and much of that $40 million will be lost. As |
industry and the building industry in particular, and we aresaid, at this stage we are talking about a cost of $300 000 to
well aware that the Woods and Forests milling operations ithe farmers. In many instances the farmers are so heavily in
the South-East have not shown a profit for at least 10 yearglebt that there is no possible way that they can effectively
The Government and the Minister have a lot to answer focome to terms with this problem. Unless the Government is
with regard to this situation. It is incredible to have anmore forthcoming, this State will face the loss of an enor-
industry the size of the pinus radiata industry in the Southmous level of potential income.
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Mrs HUTCHISON (Stuart): | support the Supply Bill  forefront in the management of local government in South
and | wish to comment on individual areas. | recently asked\ustralia in particular. Mr Broster went on to say:
the Minister of Health, Family and Community Services, the  Many local authorities have created varying forms of commercial
Hon. Martin Evans, a question about elective surgery iractivities ranging from daughter companies such as our LGFA etc.
country areas. | was very pleased to have a response from tieundertake or provide specific services for councils or groups of

e P : ouncils, to full privatisation of services by leasing out operations
Minister that indicated that my electorate, and indeed alfo the private sector, although it seemed to me that the trend to full

South Australian country electorates, have benefited. privatisation was tending not to occur as much as it did several years
For example, the Port Augusta Hospital will have anago.Againin South Australia we seemed to be well up with the rest
allocation of $40 000 to pay for 50 ENT procedures. | know?! the world.
that ENT procedures in city areas have been of concern, blithink that is because of the very good consultation between
they have been of particular concern in Port Augusta, whictvoth State Government and local government, which ensured
is in my electorate. Port Pirie—the other half of my elector-that the transition to a local government association proceed-
ate—is to receive $120 000 for 50 joint replacements, 1@d as smoothly as possible. Mr Broster further said:
neurology procedures and 15 cataract operations. As you Australia is still the lucky country and while we have major
probably would be aware, Mr Deputy Speaker, the Port Piri@roblems such as unemployment our problems pale into insignifi-
Hospital has recently been upgraded and is now an excellefnce compared to those of some other countries.
venue, being able to cope with specialist surgical procedurebyould like to pick up that point, because it seems to me that
as are the procedures to which | referred. | am sure that tHeo often in this House there is knocking and a negativism
fact that we are now tackling the longest aspect of bookingvhich | find to be quite distressing and distasteful. | think it
lists would please everyone in country areas. is time we realised that we are indeed the lucky country and,
I refer now to tourism and arid lands funding. | referredWhilst countries around the world are in much more trouble

recently in this House to this project and its benefit to Porfhan we are in, we should appreciate that and we should be

Augusta. | was pleased that the Minister of Tourism hagvorking towards making our situation better but realising that
granted $300 000 and— we are indeed extremely lucky. | think that the sooner we

e . realise that, the sooner this State will go ahead. It needs to
The Hon. D.C. Wotton: It_|§ an excellent prol_ect. come from both sides of the House. This continual knocking
Mrs HUTCHISON: Yes, itis an excellent project, as the 5y the other side is not productive for South Australia as

honourable member says. The Federal Government al$pyhole, and | would have thought that any parliamentarian

promised $300 000 towards that project. That leaves the Wa)as interested in seeing South Australia go ahead rather than
open for corporate sponsorship of the Arid Lands BOtan"knocking all the time and, in fact, promoting a bad imagine

Garden at Port Augusta, and that would mean that that projegound the nation and overseas.

would be able to go ahead with some substance behind it. | \vish now to pay tribute to the CFS. I recently attended
One of things that | am looking forward to seeing there isthe CFS regional championships at Ceduna, and | would have

some plantings, which will encourage people to visit thato say that | was astounded to see the number of young people

area. That is notwithstanding the fact that a substantiakho are becoming involved in the CFS. Young people from
number of people, not only from within the State but alsothe age of 12 years onward were involved, and the skill that
from interstate and overseas, visit the garden. The membethey were showing at that very early age were a credit to
ship of the friends group comprises people from all thosehem. Much credit is also due to go to the people who train
areas as well. So obviously this is a very important projecthose young people, particularly in the country areas, but |
and one into which | was very glad to see the Stateelieve that this trend is occurring also in the city, where

Government putting money to support it. There has alwaysore young people are becoming involved in the CFS.

been an in principle agreement to support the project butitis | was interested to note that unfortunately the local CFS

very nice to have that money coming in to ensure that thguas unable to compete in the championships because the
project does actually go ahead and, hopefully, that willnembers were required to attend either a chemical or an oil
generate much more income into the project from thespill which occurred almost 600 kilometres from Ceduna.
corporate sponsorship. Their regional responsibility is extremely large. All the

| refer now to local government. | was interested to readraining that the members of the local unit had done toward
this morning in the local government magazine, which | hadhe regional championships was not lost but they were not
recently received, some very positive comments about whaible to make use of that by competing, so | would like to pay
has been happening in the local government area and abauttribute to them. Whilst they were not actually able to
the new association that has been set up by the Staperform at the championships, they were certainly performing

Government. The President, Mr Leon Broster, recently wenlby doing their job some 600 kilometres from Ceduna.

to a congress in Toronto, Canada. He spoke to people at that Speaking to the organisers of the championships, | was

congress and the various speakers from around the worlgery pleased to hear that there is a very great interest in

were also putting the viewpoints of local government in theiperforming in those regional championships and in
areas. In the ‘President’s comments’ in the local governmerttontributing their services to help the fire services in country
magazine, Mr Broster says: areas. As everyone would realise, they are extremely

It became obvious that in South Australia our relationship withImportant for the people in country areas of South Australia,

the central Government s far in advance of most other countries arid | was happy to go along to support them in those regional
there was great interest in our memoranda of understanding arghampionships.
amazement at how local government is involved in the development

of our new Local Government Act by actually managing the process  \r S.G. EVANS (Davenport): | take the opportunity to

rather than having the legislation imposed on us. pick up some of the points the member for Stuart has just
I think that members would agree that those comments amaised in accusing this side of knocking. What the honourable
very positive and show that South Australia is really in themember is really saying is that if a Government sits back and
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lets $3.15 billion be wasted, we should say nothing; if we see That reminds me of this same socialist Government when
executives in organisations doing the wrong thing, we should applied a law in relation to the payment of death duties on
say nothing; if we see a Government that wants to attackstates. A lady in my electorate lost her husband at a time
business all the time, we should say nothing; if we see avhen Poseidon shares were $260 each. Some members would
Government that goes into the Federal field and makes alemember that period. That was the price of the shares on the
sorts of promises and then, within nine months, wants talay on which her husband died. They bought them when they
bring in new tax laws and breaks its promises, we should sayere very cheap for, | think, about $1.60. If they could have
nothing; and when people overseas read that there will be rmapitalised on them | would not have minded their paying tax,
increase in taxes and think that this might be a good place fout by the time that estate was wound up the shares had
go and start investing, and that Government breaks itdropped to $22 each. The lady lost everything; the
promise within a few months, we should say nothing. WeGovernment took everything she had.
should sit back and say ‘It is all right to tell fibs and break  That same attitude is expressed by the present Government
promises, because if people overseas believe that suchwhen it says that the accrued benefit that a person might be
Government here is accepted by all and is able breafble to get if they sold their shares should be taken into
promises, that is all right. consideration when deciding what their pension should be.
Would the honourable member invest money in anyl would not mind if the Government changed the rules and
organisation that tended to tell untruths or to break promisesgaid that, in this lucky country, as the member for Stuart
Of course she would not. Yet that is what the honourablelescribes it, if a person buys shares in Australian companies
member is saying. It is quite obvious this is an attempt to saijt will not take that accrued benefit into consideration when
to the Opposition ‘Please don't criticise us when we do theletermining a pension.
wrong thing: sit back and let it happen.’ Mr HOLLOWAY: | rise on a point of order. | have a
The honourable member is right: we do have a luckymotion on this subject on the Notice Paper. Is it in order for
country, but not one created by the present socialists Whhe honourable member to debate this subject at this stage?
control the Federal and State Parliaments. There is no luck The DEPUTY SPEAKER: As long as the honourable

in that at all: that was bad luck and bad judgment. The googhemper is not actually addressing that subject, his remarks
luck comes because this country can grow any crop on eartll i, order, because these debates are wide ranging.

and has every type of weather to grow the crops. It is hascfowever, if the honourable member is addressing that
continental shelf equivalent to two thirds the size of the lan ubject, | ask him to take that into consideration.

area that has hardly been investigated to see whether there are . ;
any benefits there for the country. A little bit has beenlatelxlrs'e' EVANS: | seek leave to continue my remarks
undertaken for oil and gas but not much else. ' ) .

It has a wealth of virtually every type of mineral that ~L-€ave granted; debate adjourned.
needs to be available to the human race, and in quite reason-
able quantities. It has iron ore, on the present needs of the
world, for 1000 years without recycling. That is not created
by socialist Governments, by Mr Keating, Mr Arnold or Mr GARBAGE RECYCLING TRANSFER CENTRE
Bannon with their waste of public money: that is created by A petiti . . .
nature. It was put here for us to use in a sensible way. petition signed by 42 residents of South Australia

That is whart)the honourable member is saying wh):en shequesting that the House urge the Government to oppose the

talks about the lucky country. It has nothing whatsoever tcgstabllshment of the proposed Waste and Garbage Transfer
do with the attitudes of Government. We have a Government-€Nre at Royal Park was presented by Mr Hamilton.
whether it be the Federal socialists or the State socialists, that Petition received.
says ‘We will help small business,’ but then puts all sorts of
regulations in their way. They put those barriers there against WATER QUALITY
small business, and we know they do it. And when they . .
interject, we know it hurts; we know it is the truth. That is the The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER ('V"“'SteF . Of. Public
way you find out what the truth is. Infrastructure): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
Who would go into small business with prescribed L€ave granted.
industry tax papers to fill out, payroll tax and now superan- The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER: The Advertiser of 5
nuation? And the Prime Minister (Mr Keating) says that theAugust carried a photograph of the member for Heysen and
superannuation levy might have to go to 16 per cent. a bottle of exceedingly dirty water, under the headline, ‘New
In other words, if you employ someone you have to payow over hills water’. In the accompanying article, the
payroll tax. If you have enough employees for that, then yodonourable member described the water, collected at the
have to pay a tax to the Government for employing thahome of Mrs Flo Rayner of Crafers West, as ‘typical of that
person and you then have to pay 16 per cent on top d¥iped to many homes there’. The article said the issue would
salary—that is what he is talking about. It is equivalent to arpe raised in Parliament that day and that | would be presented
increase in salary of 16 per cent, and the employee contriwith a bottle of muddy tap water from a typical home in the
butes nothing. | would not mind a system where both makérea. The article also stated that Mrs Rayner had made her
a contribution; | could understand that because we do havgomplaint about the water to the member for Heysen on the
trouble in the long-term with saving money. previous day, 4 August. Contrary to the newspaper predic-
We then have another problem. The Federal Governmetion, this matter was not raised in the House. The bottle of
says that if you own shares or have some securities and apphater was left by the member for Heysen with my colleague
for a pension it will take into consideration the value of thethe Minister of Education before | entered the Chamber—
shares as they increase in deciding what your pension bengfitesumably for the benefit of the media.
will be, that is, even if you retain them and do not sell them. The Hon. D.C. Wotton interjecting:

[Sitting suspended from 12.58 to 2 p.m.]
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | call the member for Government and non-government sectors in human service
Heysen to order. provision.

The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER: However, as the House There exists at present a complex range of support
might expect, the E&WS Departmentimmediately followedservices that many people with disabilities require to live in
up the matters raised in the article and, as we have also corttee community. These services, mostly provided by non-
to expect, this investigation revealed that all was not as igovernment agencies, are now part of a complex network of
seemed. A check with local departmental officers establisheldcal, regional, State and Commonwealth agencies.
that at the time of the article Adelaide Hills consumers were While these services pro\/ide enormous benefits to peop|e

being supplied with unfiltered water from the Murray throughwith disabilities, their families and carers, there are gaps and
the Murray Bridge-Onkaparinga pipeline. Water quality in thegyerlaps in the system which means some people might be
river was then at its best for some time and few complaintgnissing out on the most appropriate services. The committee
about water quality were being received by E&WS. has recommended changes in the system for the ultimate
The consumer who provided the member for Heysen witthenefit of people with disabilities, their families and carers.
the water was identified as living at Emmett Road, Crafers. capinet has endorsed the recommendations and | will

However, an investigation of the condition of the water in thispriefly outline them to the House. Itis proposed that priority
area on 5 August showed it to be consistent with the normalg given to introducing a model which deals with the
unfiltered River Murray supply. E&WS attempted to contactcomplexity of the current service delivery framework and
Mrs Rayner by telephone on the same day, without succesgich is capable of responding equitably in accordance with

but a waterworks _in_spector had a discussion with Mr Ray_ne,r]eed_ The direction proposed by the committee deals with
on a follow-up visit to the property on 10 August. This these issues in a number of ways.

established that the muddy water sample was taken on 19
July—more than two weeks before thelvertiserarticle.
E&WS also established that tank cleaning—an operatio

First, it clarifies the roles and responsibilities of the people
and agencies involved in the current system. Secondly, it

: . ) ) roposes an arrangement for providing clearly identifiable
which has the potential to cause dirty water in the surroun rb b 9 P g y

; . . and accountable access points for clients to the disability
Ing a_rea—_had been carried out three days earlier on 16 ‘]u'¥ystem. These access points will consist of a number of

Itis evident that the water sample taken by the Raynerggencies, each with a focus on specific disability groups
was affected by the tank cleaning operation and was not

@hich will collectivel id ight th
true indication of the water being supplied at the time of theﬂis:bili\g/l ﬁglcgj.ec Vely provide coverage right across the

newspaper article. E&WS has advised that, in line with People needing assistance will be able to deal with

normal pr r noti were inser in the pr
ormal procedures, notices were inserted the p €SHiorkers who are expert and competent and who have a clear

?Cell;gtlir(])%stﬁr é%c?]l e rﬁL?jSiEAt epJI%rattr? e w;s ;%rt'l;W(;reeagf'Tﬁiresponsibility for responding to the needs of individuals
p : y! 2nd/or their carers and families. These workers, to be called

planned maintenance. He told the inspector that he was . : o .
satisfied with the water then being supplied, although h?sptlons coordinators’, will create, coordinate and manage the

indicated he had problems from time to time. ange of assistance required. . o .
It should be noted that the muddy water received by the : acknpwledge, as does the committee, .that.t.hls vision V\f'”
Rayner family on 19 July was not reported to the Egwshot provide overnight solutions to the disability system’s

Department. The best advice | can offer to consumers Wh8urrently identifiable problems. But a model will ultimately
experience problems of this kind is to report them immediateS Mer9e over time which will offer improvements to people
ly to the department. In many cases, the problem can b ith disabilities and provide clear goals apd pgthways .for
resolved by such simple actions as flulshing the mains uture development. In order to achieve this vision existing
" agencies will need to review their current roles and functions

DISABILITY SERVICES to determine the most cost effective and efficient ways of
assisting people with disabilities and their families.

The Hon. M.J. EVANS (Minister of Health, Family As well, training for the workers who will become options
and Community Services): | seek leave to make a coordinators will need to be undertaken to ensure that they
ministerial statement. possess the necessary knowledge and skills. All the interested

Leave granted. parties in the current system will be involved in the reform

The Hon. M.J. EVANS: | am pleased to announce today process to creatively negotiate the funding arrangements
to the House major changes in the way disability services wilnecessary. The reforms will mean efficiencies and savings
be provided in South Australia. In January this year | set iwhich will be redirected right back into service delivery.
train a major reform process in this area. | appointed Mrdhere will, of course, be negotiations with staff, unions and
Judith Roberts as a consultant and Chair of the Disabilitggencies.

Services Implementation Steering Committee. lts role wasto The new framework we will be putting in place for
consider the recommendations of the Disability Directionglisability services will be an evolutionary process which will
Project and advise me on: build on and support the best aspects of the current system.
- aframework for a disability service delivery system; The new Disability Council will be established to monitor the
on the role of the Disability Services Office in relation process of reform.
to other Government agencies and non-government | look forward to working with groups in the disability

organisations; field over the next few years to achieve the best services in
and on the establishment of a Disability Advisory the country for people with disabilities. | am grateful to the
Council. members of the Disability Services Implementation Commit-

The Disability Services Implementation Steering Committedee and its Chair, Judith Roberts, for their hard work during
worked within the context of broader reform for the public the past six months. | commend to the House the committee’s
sector as a whole and the need for collaboration betweereport, a copy of which | now table.
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DINGO CONTROL game reserves, recreation parks and regional reserves. For
example, the advice to Cabinet states:
The Hon. T.R. GROOM (Minister of Primary Dedication of lands as parklands or lands otherwise set aside for
Industries): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement. the use and enjoyment of the inhabitants of an area will not
Leave granted. necessarily be inconsistent with any native title that may subsist in

those lands.

The Hon. T.R. GROOM: | have received correspondence ) .
today that Mrs Jones, the owner of Diesel the dingo, wishe > Jg;';gg' Ilz\iigl,tNl ﬁg\'/\leci)rl;g)i.ca?ejgrgna;en%r%ot;frl%foggggﬁn ns
to have her dingo placed in the Northern Territory and ha§h 'I'I . ’d legislation in thi .
requested an extension of time until 23 August to allow thi at we will introduce legislation in this session once a
to be undertaken. Last week | intervened in this matter t omplementalryr/] ap[()jrosachhhas beeln agC:eed to between the
humane option be found to place the dingo in a wildlife parl{:@s matter rer¥1ains oyen Indeed, | have written previousl
or that an alternative acceptable placement be made interSta[o'other State Premigrs 'on the ,rnatter and | n%te that);

| am pleased to accede to the Jones’ request for the dlngHhmber of other State Premiers have indicated their agree-
to be transported to the Northern Territory, and all the ProP€hent to participate in national discussions. | remain open to

precautions will be ;akgn by thg .off|cer.s of the Ammal_and oing that, and | can inform the House that active discussions

Plant Control Commission to facilitate this. | am disappointe re still taking place

;r:r:wtﬁe\]eoggi tLa,rAPlilgtrg?i\éi Cﬁ;}?gegrﬂzt_hgngeeig?/(l%uzltl):er That legislation will provide the security that is wanted by
P Yald, 5oth Australians. It will give a guarantee that we respect and

one in Mount Gambier and one in the Adelaide Hills—to takeacknowledge as a rightful judgment the recognition of the

Diesel in and reintegrate the dingo with its own kind in asafeconcept of native title—and I certainly do so, although |

and controlled enwronmgnt. .. wonder whether the Leader does. Is the Leader suggesting
| am aware that the Animal and Plant Control Commissionpat he rejects that judgment of the High Court, as his

has successfully overseen two cases where illegally keplyjieague in Western Australia has done? The Leader has not

dingoes have been integrated at local wildlife parks—bothyen indicated a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ on this—as usual it is going

Urimbirra and Cleland—so that not only were the dingoes, e total silence, a total policy hole from the Opposition

safe and happy but their former owners have been able (@it respect to whether or not the judgment of the High Court

visit them from time to time. | believe with cooperation and a5 correct. We will have legislation that will provide the

respect for the laws as they stand a satisfactory compromisg.c ity of title that people want in this State. So, those titles

has been reached. created that may be seen to have been at risk will be assured
that they are not at risk—they will be validated titles. As to

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE the—
. . . . . Members interjecting:
~ Mr McKEE (Gilles): | bring up the minutes of e\_/|dence The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Mr Deputy Speaker, | just
given before the committee on the general regulations undggq the honourable member what is going on in this process.
the Firearms Act 1977 and move: If he reads what | have just said, he will find out. Another

That the minutes be received. point on this matter work was done within Government on the

Motion carried. various implications, and a report was prepared by a working
group within Government on the implications of the Mabo

judgment. If my memory serves me correctly, that paper

QUESTION TIME came to us in late 1992—it may have been a bit later than

that; | am not sure. The working party said that it did not see
NATIVE TITLE that as the finish of its work and wanted to do more work on
the issue. Indeed, it issued a supplementary implication
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Leader of the Opposition):  statement, | think, in March or April of this year.
Will the Premier confirm that the Government has been |n some cases the statements in the supplementary
sitting on legal advice that Mabo-style native title claims candocument took issue with the working party’s own statements
be made over parklands, foreshore areas and other locatioipghe initial document because more work had been done and
commonly used and enjoyed by all South Australians? In Julit discovered that some of the points made in the first
last year, the Government established a working partiocument were not correct. So, if the first document had been
comprising officers from the Crown Solicitor’s office and the released at that time, that would have been argued to be the
Department of Environment and Land Management to repodefinitive situation when in fact, by the working party’s own
to Cabinet on the likely impact of Mabo-style claims in Southacknowledgment, it was not.
Australia. The Government has been asked on a number of | pelieve that there should be all this information. The
occasions to make public the advice it has received from thistudy that has been done in respect of the implications should
working party, but so far it has refused to do so. be made available to the Parliament, and that will occur when
I have now been approached by a legal adviser to ththat legislation is debated. | give the assurance that we will
Government who is concerned that the Government has faildzk tabling that legislation. When we table that legislation we
to fully inform the public of the likely impact of the Mabo will table the working group’s assessment as to what the
judgment on future land use in South Australia. | have beemmplications are so that everybody can see this considered
provided with access to advice this working party has giveropinion. However, it must be the working party’s considered
to Cabinet which identifies a range of public areas exposedpinion—not its first opinion or its second opinion but the
to native title claims including parklands, foreshore areasppinion that it has finally reached upon completion of this
river banks and river beds, national parks, conservation parksjork.
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Members interjecting: The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | suggest you read the
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! judgment and look to see the concept of native title in the
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: As to the matter of High Courtjudgment.

parklands, foreshores and national parks, as | recall— Members interjecting:
Members interjecting: The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | ask the Premier to
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! sit down. | hope that we shall be able to conduct this Question

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: You want all the opinions? Time in the way that the people of South Australia would like
You can have all the opinions. It really is a non-issue. So, if0 see it conducted. | should like no interjections, or as few
the Leader wants them, when the legislation comes down, dlfterjections as possible, and | should like the answers to be
of those can be brought in as well. | call on the Leader tkept as short as possible. This question has now gone on for
respect the work of this working party. It has made soméine minutes, which is three minutes longer than is usually
developments of its own thinking on this matter because it i$aken for the first question. I am looking to the Premier to
a matter that is very fluid as people develop a furthewind it up as soon as possible. The honourable Premier.
understanding of the implications of the issue and have to The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: With one sentence | will
take into account the Federal Government's response.  wind it up, Mr Deputy Speaker. | believe it would be

As a result, the working party has made changes of vievappropriate for Opposition members, if they do not want to
on certain matters, but that should not reflect on it. It ha$ook to the Labor Party’s views on this matter, if they are so
given the matter further consideration and it would be unfailinded in their opportunism that they will not look at the
of the Leader to say, ‘Because at some stage it held a viework we have been doing on this matter, to look at their own
before full information was available, it must now stick to Federal shadow Attorney-General, Premier John Fahey in
that view.’ | hope the Leader would not require that of theNew South Wales, whom | commend for the stand that he has
working party. taken on the Mabo issue, and to Marshall Perron in the

On the matter of the parklands, foreshores and nationdforthern Territory and realise from their words that the
parks, | cannot remember chapter and verse the details of théderal Opposition in this State is missing the boat.
implications document, but in the section on national parks The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:

I recall reference to some possible confusion in the term The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | call the Leader of the
‘unalienated Crown land’ as opposed to ‘undedicated Crowi®pposition to order.

land’. It does raise the possibility that there might be a

question there. In fact that was one of the reasons why | EMPLOYMENT

raised that issue during the Council of Australian Government

meeting held in Melbourne. We were having extensive Mrs HUTCHISON (Stuart): Can the Premier give the
discussions and very nearly reached an agreed positidhouse more details of the July labour force figures which
between all the States but for the cavalier action of thavere released today?

Premier of Western Australia and the Premier of Victoria An honourable member interjecting:

pulling the rug on the situation at the last minute. The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | heard an interjection that

Apart from that we discussed a number of points, and onthey are a disgrace. Let us look at what happens in these
of the issues | raised was to have that point clarified. | wantefigures. In Australia, overall employment grew by 2 600 for
to ensure that undedicated Crown lands, such as nationdlily 1993 compared with July 1992. In South Australia the
parks, would not fall under the net of the title ‘unalienatedfigure for the growth in overall employment for July 1993
Crown land’ and therefore be liable for claim by a generalcompared with July 1992 was 9 000. In other words, South
native title claim. They are issues that | do think need to beAustralia had a growth of 9000 people in overall
further pursued and will indeed be further pursued in theemployment taking home—
legislation that we have. A further point on this matter needs Members interjecting:
to be made about exactly what native title is. | think the  The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | will come to full-time
Leader should stand up and acknowledge this point so th@mployment in a minute. With a bit of patience, | will get
people are not raising unnecessary— there. South Australia had an increase of 9 000 in overall

An honourable member interjecting: employment compared with a growth of only 2 600 for the

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: It is a complex question. whole nation. In fact, other States were losing jobs to enable
You either want the full answer or not. If | sat down and did us to pick up that figure. | understand that | must refer to full-
not give you the full answer, you would criticise me for not time employment, because | would not want to mislead the

providing all the information on the matter. House and be thought to be somehow hiding behind the
Members interjecting: overall employment figures. | do want it to be thought that
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! these are all part-time jobs and that there has been no growth

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: The Leader can have it only inthe number of full-time jobs. The number of full-time jobs
one way: he is going to get the information. Pastoral lease&r Australia at large has gone up by 35 200. While the
for example, in this State already have built into them, undepumber of overall jobs has gone up by only 2 600, the
legislation in this Parliament first passed in 1859 and then bjpumber of full-time jobs has gone up by 35 200.
subsequent passage or amending legislation reaffirmed, some Members interjecting:
native rights. There is the right to traverse those lands by The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Very droll. The growth in
Aborigines who live in traditional lifestyles so that they canfull-time employment in South Australia—and | suggest that
hunt and gather and reside on those lands. That is a concethte Opposition listens well to this—between July 1993 and
of native title in its own right already built into our legisla- July 1992 was 11 100 compared with a national growth of
tion. 35200. About one-third of the extra full-time jobs in

Mr S.J. Baker interjecting: Australia occurred in South Australia. Some 11 100 more
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South Australians than last year are taking home a pagdvice which states that pastoral leases in South Australia
packet. That is excellent news. ‘contain various reservations in favour of Aboriginal people

We are seeing a very interesting trend line take place iwhich leave open the argument that native title has not been
this matter. Looking at the last three months in a row, we seextinguished other than in areas in the vicinity of
that South Australia has had a higher rate of growth in fullimprovements’. The document continues:
time employment than the Australian average. There have Approximately 60 per cent of South Australia is either pastoral
been proportionately more full-time jobs in South Australialand or conservation reserve which is open or susceptible to claim.
for three consecutive months. Looking at overall employ-  The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | have given the assurance,
ment, we see that the situation is that since about August @n a number of occasions since these various conferences
September last year we have had month on month on monfxyve taken place, that we will do whatever is necessary to
of more people in employment, full or part-time, comparedyalidate titles. One of the points that | made at the Council of
with a year ago. Australia Government (COAG) meeting was that the advice

I know that this is not information that the Opposition was that pastoral leases were probably okay but we wanted
wants to hear, but it cannot deny the reality of the figuresthe assurance that they would be okay. | might say that the
While it is certainly true that we are all concerned about theprime Minister, in terms of dealing with the proposition they
level of youth unemployment and the unemployment rate ifjvere prepared to support, made sure, on my request, that the
this State—and it has to be a priority for us all to address—itwords ‘pastoral leases’ were added into the area of guarantee-
at least is being addressed when we are seeing 11 000 mafgy that validation of title would take place. That was not in

people in full-time employment now than a year ago. That ishe first draft. It was included because of my standing up for
not the situation that members opposite like to hear, but thejhe pastoral lessees of South Australia.

are simply the facts. The advice we had on the matter was that pastoral leases
Members interjecting: before 1975 are not, in fact, likely to be at risk but that those
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! after 1975 might well be. The further advice | have—and |
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Let us look at the mustsay itis advice that|have, because | cannot guarantee

unemployment rate. that the figures are absolutely correct—is that there have been
Members interjecting: no new pastoral leases since 1975. Therefore, it begs the

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | caution the member question whether there is a problem for any pastoral lease at
for Bragg that when | call ‘Order!” | do not wish him to all. Nevertheless, | have made public statements on my return
continue to raise his voice and try to shout above mine or thdtom the Melbourne conference, on my return from the
of the person who is speaking. | do not enjoy interruptingspecial Premiers Conference and on various other occasions
Question Time continually because that reduces the numbétat we will ensure that pastoral leases in this State are
of questions that are available to the Parliament. However,Jalidated to remove any possibility of question about them.
am forced to do so and | would firmly request that theSo, while there are many sources of advice that say that there
Parliament conduct itself in the right way so that we can geis no problem with them, we will be doubly sure, and | repeat
through Question Time in the way that is expected. the assurances that | have given previously.

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | wind up with just one Members interjecting:
more sentence, comparing South Australia with the rest ofthe The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: The Leader asked the
country. In July 1992 our unemployment rate was 11.5 petjuestion about pastoral leases being renewed. In fact, once
cent and Australia’s was 11 per cent. That means that wihe pastoral leases take place, that extinguishes the native
were worse than the national average. In July 1993 whetitle. What is not extinguished is the right of traverse to
Australia’s was 10.7 per cent, we were 10.4 per cent—Dbetteiborigines living in the traditional style to cross those lands,
than the national average. That has been the trend line wecause that is in our own legislation and we do not intend
have seen in recent months. The only States that have lowgy see that right removed, and | know that the pastoralists do
rates of unemployment than South Australia are Westernot want it removed. The National Farmers Federation of
Australia, on 9 per cent, and Queensland, on 10.3 per cerouth Australia is quite happy for that right to continue. |
which is .1 per cent better. Regarding the Liberal States, Newight add that it believes we are going about this matter in
South Wales is exactly on our figure, Victoria is 12.4 per centhe right way.
and Tasmania is 12.8 per cent. While certainly understanding
that there is a long way to go and a lot of work still has to be EMPLOYMENT
done, and this Government is doing that, we should at least ] o
be heartened by the news we have had to date, and so shouldMr QUIRKE (Playford): Wil the Premier inform the

the Opposition. House of the likelihood of the creation of 200 000 jobs in
Members interjecting: South Australia over 10 years? The Liberal Opposition
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Leader promised in his document ‘Making a change’ that,
should the Liberal Party ever win Government, it would
NATIVE TITLE create 200 000 jobs in South Australia. To date the public has

yet to be informed of exactly how the Opposition would

Mr D.S. BAKER (Victoria): How does the Premier create these jobs, despite Liberal members’ claims that they
justify his previous claim that pastoral leases have extinwould provide not lavish promises but openness, honesty and
guished native title when this is disputed by thecompetence.
Government's own legal advice? The Government’s working The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: First, | must put on record
party has given advice that the impact of the Mabo judgmentvhat has actually happened over the past 10 years with
on pastoral leases in South Australia is not clear and furtheespect to employment in this State; how many extra jobs
judicial interpretation will be needed to establish the fullthere have been. In July 1993 there were 111 000 more South
effect. The Liberal Party has also been provided with legaRustralians working than in July 1983. Over that 10 year
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period, 111 000 extra South Australians have been in STATE BANK

employment. That is a very impressive figure, and | might

say that if you look at the difference between July 1990 and Mr S.J. BAKER (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):

July 1980 that figure was 111 700, and we did have théhope the Premier’s answer to this question will be shorter.

recession in that time, but that indicates that we have nowvill the Premier admit that he gave a wrong interpretation of

come out of that and gained back those jobs that were lost dise royal commission’s terms of reference yesterday; that the

from July 1990. terms of reference now do not permit the Royal Commission-
To turn to the Leader’s figure, | indicated these detail<er to consider whether the Government was involved in a

previously. In fact, | gave earlier figures that spoke at ongonspiracy to cover up alleged illegal conduct by executives

stage about 80 000 more, then 105 000 more, and now it ©f Beneficial Finance; and, in light of his serious error, will

111 000 more than for the same month 10 years earlier. TH&e now give a specific reference on the matter to the criminal

Leader is a bit like one of those people you hear stories abougrosecutions task force?

when— The Premier said on a number of occasions yesterday that
Mr BRINDAL: On a point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker, the Royal Commissioner was able to consider the conduct of

| understand that Standing Orders preclude the Premier froff€ former Premier and other members and officers of the
being asked and answering hypothetical questions. | beliejgovernment under term of reference No. 4, relating to the

this question is completely hypothetical and, therefore, oulpstitution of civil or criminal proceedir_lgs. The_ original terms
of order. of reference for the royal commission set in March 1991

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | do not accept that the would have allowed this. However, the Government amended

explanation is hypothetical to the question. The questim{]he terrgs of _referenCﬁ_in S%ptember IﬁSt yea:, just after_ the
related to the prospective increase in employment, and prg1er remuzr gaveh 'S_I‘?‘r’]' ence Oo?t eroya comkr]nlssmn,l
assume one has to look back at previous employment in ord@f'd oné wonders why. The amendments mean the Roya

to give a detailed answer. However, | indicate to the Premie ommissioner is now limited to considering only actio_ns Of.
that I hope his reply does not go on for too long. the State Bank Group board members and executives in

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: The hypothetical nature of determining whether he should recommend civil or criminal

L . dings.
this issue is the Leader’s own statement that he would creaPerocee
- . ) o The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: There have been three
ﬁgg o?ggtjiggls ggﬁg%grﬁ ggf;ginsg;ngr%t :: \gS?(ta 'zgr'?er::l%(/ariations to the terms of reference of the royal commission.
The reality is that he is like those stories of people who sig%he first was on 28 March 1991, to define the notions of

. - ubsidiary and the State Bank Group. The second, on 27
around the table comparing the hardships they went throu ebruary 1992, was to provide for an extension of time for

as a child. One will say, ‘| walked three miles to school eVeNYy o final report from 1 March 1992 to 30 November 1992

day’ and the next has to better it and say, 'l walked five milesI'he third variation was on 17 September 1992, which was to
';g"?glool every day’, and the next one says, ‘I walked 10permit the Royal Commissioner to hand down his second
' . ) . . report, that is, reporting on terms of reference Nos 2 and 3,

The Leader, seeing my figure of 111 000 extra jobs inyithqut first having received the report of the Auditor-
South Australia over the past 10 years, says ‘Quick, &eneral and enabling him to proceed with term of reference

figure—a figure: my kingdom for a figure.’ So, he comes upng 4. That is the sum total of the effects of the variations to
with, 200 000 sounds good.” The interesting feature is tha{he terms of reference—no more, no less. So, that has not in

John Hewson, befo_r(? the Iast_FederaI election, said that_ y way changed the ambit or the scope of the power of
would create two million extra jobs. What Dean has done IRoyal Commissioner Mansfield in that matter
some very simple mathematics. It was a bit difficult for him" A, honourable member interjecting: '

to work out 8.7 per cent of two million, so he decided t0 g0 Tha Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | reject that it has changed

instead for the easy 10 per cent rule, and decided that 200 0QQs terms in any regard.

is the figure he should go for. We know what the Australian” 11 Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:

electorate thought of John Hewson's hypothetical figures. We ' 1,e DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | call the Leader to
know what the electorate thought of— order. ' ’

MrS.G. EVANS: On a point of order, Mr Deputy  The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Day after day, members of
Speaker, it is quite obvious the Premier is debating thene Opposition come up with statements that they believe
answer. they have evidence to prove that there is something more,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | cannot accept that the something additional, something besides what appears in the
Premier is debating, but we have now been on this questiogvidence given before the royal commission that justifies
for about five minutes, so | do ask him to draw his answer tgome further action. | have indicated that they should come
a conclusion. forward with that information and make it public. | repeat this

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: With one sentence, | will assurance today. Why do they not go to the Royal Commis-
finish this answer. The Leader owes it to South Australiansioner and take that information to him? The term of refer-
to give details, to give specifics, about how he believes &nce allows them to go there, but | give this undertaking: if
Government under his direction could provide 200 000 jobshy any quaint legal device there is an interpretation that
because, as with everything else—every other supposeqleries their capacity to take the information to the royal
policy he has come up with—there is a lot of rhetoric and naommission, we will make a variation accordingly that allows
detail, no specifics. We have seen 111 000 additional jobhem to take it.
created in South Australia over the past 10 years, and all they So, | put the challenge right back on the Leader: if he is
come up with is a hypothetical (in the word of the membertelling me that there is some impediment in that term of
for Hayward) figure plucked from mid-air or, rather, pluckedreference and that his legal advice is saying that he cannot do
from the policies of John Hewson. that, he should come to me and we will make a variation
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accordingly that will allow that to happen. If he has anythrough the Export Control Act 1982. An export licence of
information additional to what is already in the evidence thatinprocessed wood from plantations is approved only if the
is already able to be examined by the Royal Commissionegxport price is consistent with prevailing world prices,
in his term of reference No. 4—that is already there and camnvironmental values are protected and it is not commercially

already be taken— feasible to process and add value in Australia.
Members interjecting: On 28 May this year, the Woods and Forests Department
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! received a communication from the Commonwealth Depart-

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: —he should take it to the ment of Primary Industries and Energy, informing the
Royal Commissioner. | repeat that offer. If he believes thedepartment of an application by the TreeCorp Group, of
terms of reference do not allow that new information, he ha€olac in Victoria. This group applied for a licence to export
to come up with the new information, which to date he hasl00 000 cubic metres of softwood saw logs and pulp logs to
refused to do. | invited him to do so last week and there wagapan and Korea from the ports of Geelong and Portland. The
silence, just ongoing questioning on a very old theme but, immount to be sourced from South Australia was 5 000 cubic
terms of new information, absolute silence. Then, he wagetres, with 95 000 cubic metres coming from Victoria. My
offered the opportunity to debate with the member for Rosslepartment wrote back and advised that the material would
Smith, and he rejected that; he ran away from the opportunitype used in local value-adding for domestic and export

Members interjecting: markets. The export licence was issued, and there was

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | ask the members for considerable community debate in the South-East.

Albert Park and Napier to stop shouting across the Chamber A problem is being created by the fact that we are sitting
and | ask members on my left to stop interjecting as well, s®n a gold mine in the South-East with regard to our forestry
that we can hear the answer to the question. industry; there is a world shortage of timber and very high

Mr S.J. BAKER: On a point of order, Mr Deputy Pprices are presently obtainable on the export market as a
Speaker: we are getting repetition again. This is the third imgesult of that shortage. One of the tasks of any Government,
the Premier has referred back to the debate that was offer@d course, is to stimulate and encourage private investment
by the former Premier, and that is repetition. in forestry plantation. State Governments throughout

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | do not accept the point of Aus_,tralia have been criticised for a very tight regulatory
order at the moment, but | will certainly be listening carefully regime.
to what is said from here on. | feel this is a very important  Our processing industry is part of the internationalised
question, and | am surprised that the House is not exhibitingommodity wood market, and its long-term success depends
a different sort of attitude. | will take cognisance of what theon its being able to compete in these markets for raw material
honourable member has said and | will be listening from her@nd with its finished products. We must value-add, but it is
on. The Premier. no good value-adding if we are not able to produce finished

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Thank vyou, products that can be sold on the domestic and international
Mr Deputy Speaker. The Leader does not like it, but the balmarkets. Coincidentally, the Government had to respond to
is in his court. Itis up to him. If he has any new information, the Industry Commission’s draft report, which was published
as | said in my ministerial statement last week (which hén May this year.
obviously did not listen to), he should come up with the As a consequence of that a Government position was
information. Yesterday | repeated the same thing but he stitrrived at concerning the future of export controls. | should
has not come up with any new information. If he has any nevay for the benefit of the honourable member that when this
information, he should take it to the royal commission so itiSsue arose | consulted widely with all the industry groups
can be examined. and asked for advice from the South-East Economic Develop-

ment Board as well as obviously seeking advice from the
FORESTS departments, and | met with the unions involved. All of the
groups advised me that 5 000 cubic metres being sourced

Mr HERON (Peake): My question is directed to the from South Australia would not cause one job loss, but
Minister of Primary Industries. What steps are being taken tovhat—
protect jobs in the timber industry in the South-East, to ensure
that our forestry industry is safeguarded against the damaging Members interjecting:
effects of log exports? | understand that the Federal The Hon. T.R. GROOM: The concern of the industry
Government recently granted a limited licence to export sawvas that this might be the thin end of the wedge and that the
log and pulp log from the South-East and Victoria. Given thisgates might be opened to a wider problem that would
development, | am concerned about the future of the forestrydversely affect the local industry. That was the concern. No-
industry in the South-East and the implications for employ-one | consulted with advanced the proposition that sourcing
ment opportunities, should exports of saw log be expanded 000 cubic metres of sawlog and pulp from South Australia

The Hon. T.R. GROOM: That is a most important would cause any job losses in the South-East. Some of the
topic— private growers want the Government to get out of the road,

The Hon. H. Allison interjecting: and a number of them believe they should be able to dispose

The Hon. T.R. GROOM: —you just wait—which has of their commodity in any way they see fit. Our responsibility
caused considerable concern in the South-East. The exporta$ a State Government—
unprocessed— Members interjecting:

The Hon. H. Allison interjecting: The Hon. T.R. GROOM: The State-owned forests are

The Hon. T.R. GROOM: The member for Mount under my control as Minister, and obviously | will do what
Gambier wants to be quiet; his record on this is not the bests necessary to protect the local industry. With regard to
The export of unprocessed wood is under the constitutiongdrivate growers, it is important to stimulate—
control of the Commonwealth Government and is operated Members interjecting:
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The Hon. T.R. GROOM: The Leader of the Opposition The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: —saying he is willing to
says he would ban all exports, but | do not think that that igoin us in our ongoing calls on this matter, that is good news.
a sustainable position. Members interjecting:

Members interjecting: The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Says who?

The Hon. T.R. GROOM: | think he did say that, but I do Members interjecting:
not think the shadow Minister was of that view, nor do I think  The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
were some of his Federal colleagues who participated in this The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: When?
decision. This Government has arrived at a very balanced The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | ask the Premier to address
approach. In a period of transition, because there is a nationgle chair and ignore interjections.
view being taken of the forestry industry and how we harness
the future, a balanced approach will protect the local industry
and at the same time permit a measure of log export where
there is no demonstragle harm to the domesgc in%ustry. As The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

I say, | believe in a balanced approach of this nature. We have The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: They are full of challenge
asked for export controls to remain during the period ofout short on detail. It is part of their hallmark: they have

transition to ensure that our local industry in the South-EadUch rhetoric and absolutely no detail. They are now making
is protected. an assertion yet, when given the chance (improperly, | know,

because one should not court interjections) to say when, there
SUBMARINES is silence. This Government has pushed for the extra two

submarines to be added to the contract. We would be happy

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Leader of the Opposition): ~ to see the extra two on the contract and, if the Opposition is

Will the Premier join the Liberal Party in urging the Federal now saying that it will support the extra two on the contract,
Government to order an additional two Collins class submathat is a good thing.
rines for construction at Osborne for the Australian Navy? | will be brief, with just one further reference that the
The Premier will be aware of the statement by retiring Reateader wanted to overlook. Let us look at the three month
Admiral Oscar Hughes that the Australian Navy should ordeaverages in full time employment in South Australia. In the
another two Collins class submarines. Such an order woultiree months to the end of July, 484 500 people were in
mean, at least, keeping another 1 100 people employed hegeployment in South Australia. For the three months of the
in South Australia for three years at the Australian Submaringrevious quarter, the three months ended April 1993, there
Corporation at Osborne. | point out to the House that theswere 471 700 people in employment. We had 12 800 extra
jobs are needed because the unemployment figures releagebple in employment in this last quarter compared to the
today show that South Australia lost 5 600 full time jobs inquarter before, not to mention the annual moving figure that

Members interjecting:
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: When?

July alone. | spoke about earlier in Question Time.
Members interjecting:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: No. It is a fact that the INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS

Premier did not bother to reveal earlier: South Australia lost ) )

5 600 jobs in July alone. The Hon. J.P. TRAINER (Walsh): | direct my question
Members interjecting: to the Minister of Labour Relations and Occupational Health

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | ask the Leader to take his and Safety. Following my representations to the Minister,
seat. Interjections are too loud and are stopping the Lead¥fer® approaches made by the State Government to the
asking his question. Interjections are also unfair because wefderal Government concerning the unfair situations wherein
have had some long answers to questions so far in th@mployees miss out on wages due to them when a company
Question Time, and the explanation put forward so far hag9€S into liquidation because workers are given a very low

taken only two minutes. | ask that the Leader be heard iRriority as creditors, and what action has subsequently been
silence. taken by the Federal Government about this injustice? During

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Thank vyou, Question Time on 29 April | raised the case of a constituent

Mr Deputy Speaker. | was pointing out to the House the facf¥ho had $2 000,”1 overdue wages owing to him when his
that unemployment figures released today show that 5 60@'mer employer's restaurant business collapsed.
full time jobs were lost in July, a month ago, and the Premier EMmployees in these circumstances, metaphorically
failed to reveal that fact when selectively quoting employ-SPeaking, are on the end of the queue after all other creditors,
ment figures for South Australia. including the Australian Taxation Office. Many of these
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | hope that what the Leader unfair incidences have been reported in the media in recent
is saying by that is that he fully supports the calls that thanonths and the community feeling seems to be one of
South Australian Government has made over a number gympathy for the plight of workers who up until now have
years concerning the two extra submarines. This is an ol@€en treated in this appalling manner.
story, Dean! Where were you before when we were making The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: | thank the member for
these calls on a number of occasions previously? If you aré/alsh for his question. This is a matter that has grieved me

now saying that you are prepared to join us— from time to time, and | refer to managers of companies who
Members interjecting: ensure that when they go broke there are no funds to pay the
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | call the member for Bragg Money that is owed to workers.

to order. Mr Becker: Why do they go broke?
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: If the Leader is now— The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: Poor management in most
Members interjecting: cases.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Members interjecting:
Bragg. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
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The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: One of the problems has has been severely scarred psychologically by the death of his
been that in many cases taxation has been deducted from tivife.
worker’'s salary and has not been paid to the Taxation On returning to Adelaide, he applied for an extension to
Department. Because the department has first call, beforaake a claim. Master Bowen-Pain granted the extension, but
wages, Taxation Department officers have not been to&TSA has appealed against it. Further, Mr May has been told
bothered about getting onto the companies that were nahat, if this appeal is rejected by a single judge, ETSA will
paying their pay-as-you-earn tax. They were not bothering téurther appeal to the Full Court.
do that because they knew they could get to that money. One The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER: | do not have the figures
company that got up my nose had not collected the pay-asvith me but, the last time | looked at them, well over 90 per
you-earn tax for 13 months. If it had been collected it mightcent of the claims that had been made as a result of Ash
have enabled those workers who were retrenched, because tvednesday 1993 had been dealt with. | cannot remember
company was wound up, to obtain the money that was owingxactly what the figure is, but | will provide it to the honour-
to them. able member later. The situation where some claims have not

It is all right for the member for Bragg who has some Y€t been paid out or dealt with appropriately has usually been
residual wealth, but | can assure him that blue collar workergue to the fact that the people involved have submitted their
who are owed $27 000 in untaken wages and long servicelaim very late: there are a number of stages in the claim, and
leave cannot afford to lose that, and it grieves me to knovine final stage of their putting a claim to ETSA has not yet
that they will not get a cent of it. occurred. | cannot be expected to know the situation with

As a union official, | took up this matter at a Federal level regard to a particular instance at this stage but, if the honour-

when | was an organiser; as a member of the Australiafi0l€ member will give me as much detail as he can—
Council of Trade Unions executive, | took it up with them in Members interjecting: L. .
submissions to the Australian Government. | must say itwas 1 he Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER: If this is all the detail he
with some pleasure that, at the International Labouf'@savailable, we will work from that basis but, if he can give
Organisation conference last year, the Australian Governmeft€ MOre in order to assist the process, thatis fine. If he does
delegate told me that, in her submissions to the workin%Ot wish to assist the process or does not have any further
group dealing with the insolvency problems of employers angetail, that is also okay.

payment to workers, she had put forward the Australian
Government’s position that workers should receive benefit

ahead of the Government. , , The Hon. J.P. TRAINER (Walsh): Will the Premier
~What has happened is that, from 1 July this year in thnsure that the proposed establishment of a sado-masochistic
winding up costs of a company and alterations to theqelifire Club will be closely scrutinised by the relevant
Corporations Law, the first call is on the winding up costsjicensing authorities, and will he endeavour to ensure that
the second call is on secured debts, the third call is on wagesyery method legally available to the Government is applied

the fourth call is on injury compensation, the fifth call is onin response to the community outcry against this decadent
payments due to leave of absence, the sixth call is opyplic entertainment?

redundancy payments and the seventh call is on any other pempers interjecting:
payments. Whilst that is an advance on the previous situation, The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
itis one of the provisions that the convention and recommen-  tha Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | thank the Whip for the

dation has. In Europe, there is a convention whereby manyegtion, It is correct that | have just received advice from the
employers pay a percentage of their payroll into a funt;l(E

HELLFIRE CLUB

Ll : _“liguor Licensing Commissioner that the licensee of the
which is used to reimburse employees when they fin ;. g

h | o thi . h i h remises, known as Nicholas Nickelby, has undertaken not
themselves in this position. The Australian Government proceed with the Hellfire Club, or any similar form of

. . b A Entertainment on those premises, while he is the licensee.
placed in a grievous position are dealt with in faimess. Inry a5 good news. But the Deputy Leader sought, | think, to
addition, because the Taxation Department is now furthefieriect to stop the answer proceeding because of that
down the pole, | think it will generate action earlier, and thati¢omation. The reality is that that is on those premises with
will ensure that there is residual wealth to pay the workersggnact g that licensee. | would have thought that the member
for Walsh, the Whip, was asking a more general question as
ASH WEDNESDAY BUSHFIRES well: what about general activities? What about this
organisation applying to operate in other premises?

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): My question is We guarantee that every avenue within the law is pursued
directed to the Minister of Public Infrastructure. How manytg ensure that activities of this nature are within the law; that
claimants for compensation from the 1983 Ash Wednesdahe Liquor Licensing Act ensures that a licensee is a fit and
bushfire have their claims still to be finalised; how can th%roper person, and that the activities of any such organisation
Minister justify such a delay after more than 10 years; anchre examined in accord with any other Act of Parliament to
what will he now do to speed up the process so that thes@e fullest extent possible. | believe that has already happened
people can have their trauma finally put to rest? | have beei processing this application. As | say, the licensee has
informed that one such claimant is a 66-year-old man, Migecided not to proceed with his original proposal, but if there

Reginald May, whose home in Yarrabee Road, Greenhill, wagre similar propositions the same process will be repeated.
destroyed and his wife killed in that terrible holocaust. His

home was insured so he made no claim for compensation. YEAR OF THE FAMILY

Subsequently, he left Adelaide and lived for six years in Alice

Springs, unaware that he could legitimately make a claim for Mr BLACKER (Flinders): Will the Premier and the
personal injury on the death of his wife. | have been told h&Government now declare a South Australian Year of the
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Family to coincide with the national Year of the Family and department included Director, Staff Training and Develop-
encourage all departments and organisations to activelyjent and also Project Manager, Human Resources System,
participate in promoting family orientated activities during DEET.
19947 All members will know that | have raised this issue on  She won a nationally advertised position of Manager,
a number of occasions over recent years. On each occasibluman Resources in the Department of Correctional Services
the Premier of the day has said that the idea had merit bih 1989. The process was conducted by a consultant and Ms
would be better coordinated on a national basis. As th&erguson was shortlisted from over 50 applicants. Her
Federal Government has identified 1994 as the Year of theeferences were senior public servants from the Department
Family, my constituents believe it would be appropriate toof Education, Employment and Training, her department at
have a complimentary South Australian Year of the Familythat time. She won a temporary assignment as Acting
program in the interests of promoting a focus on the desirabirector, Support Services in April 1992. After the temporary
bility of family activities. position had been advertised a formal selection process took
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | will check out the exact place, which included an elected job rep on the panel. This,
processes in this regard, but it is not my knowledge that whehmight add, is not a recent appointment.
a year has been declared either internationally or nationally Ms Ferguson has excellent qualifications. She is an
South Australia is required separately to declare that year; &cademic and a professional in the Public Service. As | said
would automatically apply if we choose it to apply, as hasearlier, she is from a non-english speaking background and
occurred with a number of other international years that wé believe her membership of organisations is irrelevant. |
have had including International Year for the Disabledpoint out to the House that her membership with the
International Children’s Year, and so on. Australian Labor Party ceased on her moving to Canberra.
I will check it out and, if it requires a formal declaration, She advises me that she did not rejoin the Australian Labor
so be it—that will be done. In any event, quite apart fromParty when she came back to Adelaide. She has just won
that, a significant amount of work has been going on withirappointment, after national advertising, to the position of
Government to work out how the Government can play a patiuman Resources Manager at Flinders University. She won
in celebrations and activities in 1994 to pick up that theme ofhat position in open competition, nationally advertised. She
Year of the Family. That work is going on. Whether or notwas offered the appointment last Friday.
it requires a formal declaration | am not sure, but | can assure | think that we should be proud that people such as Ms
the honourable member that South Australians and the SouBrerguson are able to be educated in South Australia and then
Australian Government will be celebrating 1994 as the Yeaapply for jobs in open competition and get them. They should
of the Family. be able to do that without somebody coming into this House
Of course, 1994 is a very important year for anotherand spreading baseless rumours about them. | call upon the
reason as well, that is, the Centenary of Women'’s Suffragd,eader to apologise to Ms Ferguson because as a public
which we will also be celebrating in this State. In fact, it will servant she can only sit there and cop it.
be actively celebrated by members on both sides of the Mr Hamilton interjecting:
House. | am a well aware of that. We will have a busy year The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | call the member for Albert
next year, and it will be very good to see both those year®ark to order.
acknowledged.
VICTIMS OF CRIME SERVICE

FERGUSON, MS BARBARA . i . .
Mr MATTHEW (Bright):  What action will the Minister

Mr De LAINE (Price): Canthe Minister of Correctional of Correctional Services take in response to a plea from the
Services advise the House whether allegations regardingctims of Crime Service, which has written to the
Barbara Ferguson, raised by the Leader of the Opposition, aféovernment asking for additional funding to enable it to meet
true? the demands being placed on it by the recent large rise in

The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: | thank the member for Price Serious crimes of violence in South Australia? | have been

for his question. In this House on 10 August the Leader hagiven a copy of a letter sent to the Attorney-GeneraI’s
this to say: Department by the Executive Director of the Victims of

Will the Premier immediately stop the appointment of ministerialCrlrne Service, M_r A_ndrew P_atterson._The letter states, in
advisers to Public Service positions because these and other recégference to the Victims of Crime Service:
appointments politicise the Public Service shortly before an election? The recent spate of serious crimes has placed us in a position
He referred to a Barbara Ferguson of the ALP centre |efyvhere our resources are severely stretched as never before.
faction who was a manager of Human Resources in Corredhe relationship with the Police Department, the letter states,
tional Services and who had just been promoted to Directas now at the point where the service is expected to be
of Support Services in the Correctional Services Departmeninvolved in the aftermath of every major crime of violence
During that day | called on the Leader to apologise to Mghat occurs in South Australia. In recent weeks the service
Ferguson, because he had it wrong. claims that it ‘picked up every murder that has occurred’. The

Ms Ferguson was born of parents who were displacetetter states further that many people are required to wait
after the war in Europe. She was educated at Adelaide Girlsome two or three weeks for services, when it is preferable
High School and Adelaide University. She gained a Bacheloto provide the services within a few days.
of Arts degree with honours and she joined the The Hon. M.K. MAYES: | thank the member for his
Commonwealth Department of Employment and Industriajuestion. This matter obviously is one that is being dealt with
Relations in Adelaide in 1973. In 1984 she went to Canberray the Attorney; it is not something that has come directly to
where she was selected to be the first national Equal Oppome. Quite obviously in this area the South Australian
tunity Coordinator for the Department of Employment andGovernment has been recognised, in terms of dealing with
Industrial Relations. Other positions that she held within thavictims of crime, as leading the world in terms of changes.
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| recently attended a national forum where people frormof water to him, as | said | would, as was mentioned in the

interstate, representing a variety of community groups, madé&dvertiserthat morning.

that comment both publicly and privately. The Minister also stated that the muddy water received by
Obviously, if that matter has been directed to the Attorneythe Rainer family was not reported to the E&WS Department.

the Attorney will deal with that expeditiously, as he has in thel took the first opportunity that | had in this House to bring

past, and with full commitment, because the Attorney, as hatiat sample to the attention of the Minister because, time after

the Government, has taken it very seriously in terms of notime after time, when similar representation has been made

only a community approach but our attempts to address wittp him, he has failed to take action. That is why | took it upon

all endeavour the aspects of crime within our community. Imyself, on behalf of my constituent, to bring it to the personal

will refer the matter to the Attorney—obviously there will be attention of the Minister, which I did.

discussions between my officers and the Attorney’s offic-

ers—and bring back a report to the House. GRIEVANCE DEBATE

PORT AUGUSTA HOSPITAL The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The proposal before
the Chair is that the House note grievances.

Mrs HUTCHISON (Stuart): Can the Minister of Health, . . .
Family and Community Services advise the House about the Mr D.S. BAKER (Victoria): Earlier this week | brought
current status of planning for the redevelopment of the Pof€, the attention of the House some of the quite disgraceful
Augusta Hospital? thlng§ that are happen[ng inthe Departmentlof Fisheries and
The Hon. M.J. EVANS: | can, and | appreciate the how it is disadvantaging many small business people—

o P : ishermen—in South Australia. In fact, the lack of action by
honourable member's interest in this project. The board Olfhe Minister has the potential to send some of them broke.

directors of the hospital has approved the project definitio Lowever, | want to quote a letter which was faxed to me

report for the redevelopment of the hospital and this is novy 4 .
- . . - ay by a fisherman on Kangaroo Island about the lack of
being considered by the Health Commission. The estimate, ctio¥1 byy the Fisheries Depagtment and. worst of all. as is

total cost of the redevelopment of the hospital is $22 million. laimed in this letter, some promises that were made to

rset% %gislhr%femelagwgg, O\;VmghF:E]V;el\:gqr;?rcheug?gxﬁyafg%eople on Kangaroo Island which were obviously lies. The
conversion as a community health centre, is well underwayetter’ addressed to Mr David Hall, Director of Fisheries,

That will permit space for the internal rearrangement of theStateS:

hospital during the redevelopment project. _I'would like to comment on the closure of the Kingscote Fisheries
. . . office. Just prior to closing this office a meeting was held at
Some $4SQ 000 has been provided for t'he immediatRingscote where Mr Robert Lewis promised the people of Kangaroo
upgrading of fire safety systems at the hospital because ¢fland a much improved and more efficient service from the
their very high priority. During the total redevelopment of the Department of Fisheries. It seems that these promises were just lies.
i i ; i i e level and quality of law enforcement given to the scalefis
hospital, the areas which will be given most feature will be, | he level and quality of faw enforcement given to the scalefish
the accident and emergency sections, the medical imagi nlirsmilni?y.co sidered a joke both fro € industry & €
section and the operating theatres. The sum of $1 million has s we have seen our licence fees grow immensely, ‘300 per cent
been provided for the project in the capital works prograrnin three years, we the fishermen can only see a decline in service
this financial year. It is expected that a start will be made orfrom the Fisheries. In particular, we no longer have a deterrent to fish
the design and documentation drawings in the next feihieves that a resident inspector provides just by being here.

- : i _ Buzzing boats with helicopters and attempting to monitor
months—perhaps in October or November—with Cor]Stmcscalefish activities from a 50-ft boat is certainly not going to deter

tion planned to commence in this financial year. any would-be fish thieves. Boat ramp and mooring checks have been
very few and very poorly timed. The 212 man-days spent around
Kangaroo Island don't go very far when there are four officers on the
boat and three in the helicopter. These certainly are very expensive
measures as cost cutting and improving efficiency were two of the
main reasons for relocating Fisheries officers to Victor Harbor.
The Victor Harbor office has been given specific details of
WATER QUALITY blatant illegal operations at American River, but Fisheries officers
arrived during a strong northerly wind when no boats were out. The
erson making these complaints told me the department did not
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): | seek leave to gppear conce?ned about tr?e illegal operations ar?d was just going
make a personal explanation. through the motions of answering a complaint. You have received
Leave granted. very few complaints from Kangaroo Island because it is a waste of

. . - time ringing Victor Harbor. By the time your people could arrive on
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: Earlier today the Minister of ihe scene, it would be far too late to make a conviction.

PUb“C Infrastructure,.in a mInISterIa| Statement, referred to It takes many years for a f|sh|ng inspector to gain respect and
an article in thddvertiserof 5 August which carried a story build a working relationship within a small community. Our
relating to exceedingly dirty water in the Adelaide Hills. In inspector was dedicated to the industry and it was well known he was
his statement, the Minister suggested that | had not raised tiRgeventing a lot of illegal activity by being a resident.

matter with him in the House, as was indicated in theThe next paragraph is very interesting:

Advertiser | make the point that, as the Minister would know,  f the Labor Government can justify in excess of 30 National
itis against Standing Orders to display any item in the HouseRrarks employees on Kangaroo Island, just one Fisheries officer
On that particular day | delivered that bottle to the Minister'sseems little to ask for. | urge you to reinstate our officer for the
desk, I left it on his desk, and it was removed by the Ministefeople of Kangaroo Island and the preservation of our fish stocks.
of Education, Employment and Training. | will not have it This letter comes from a professional fisherman who is
said that | did not make the Minister aware of that situationconcerned about what is going on in the industry and on
on that day. The Minister knows that | delivered that samplé&angaroo Island. He is concerned that an officer of the




256 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 12 August 1993

department went over and promised a better service. In fact, As someone who aspires to be the top political figure in
as he says, those promises were lies. this State, the Premier of South Australia, | do not believe it

Once again, the Minister has the ability to step in and fixs too much to ask the Leader to apologise to Ms Ferguson,
the situation. Why will he not step in and appoint a Fisheriesind it is not too late for him to do so. | know what | would do
inspector for Kangaroo Island? Both commercial and amateuf | made that mistake: it is very easy to pick up the tele-
fishermen are screaming out for help because they do nphone, or stand in this place, and say, ‘I'm sorry, | erred; |
want their industry and recreation interfered with by poachersnade a mistake.’ | hope the Leader will do so although, given
and thieves. But, once again, the Minister has allowed hikis past record, | do not believe that he will.
officers to hoodwink and lie to the people of Kangaroo Island | wish to refer to one other matter briefly, and that is the
and he will not step in and take action to fix the problem. Heguestion of real estate and land transfer documents that
seems more intent about the battle in Napier than lookingustices of the peace are repeatedly called on to sign. | have
after fish stocks in South Australia and, above all, controllingwritten to the Attorney-General, and | am still hoping that
the Department of Fisheries. South Australia will fall into line with the practice that occurs

If ever a department required control and strong managen other States, whereby justices of the peace do not necessa-
ment, it is that department. If only the Minister had the gutsily need to know a particular person, and that the Real
to stand up to it, fishermen in South Australia would be wellProperty Act will be amended accordingly. For over 13 years
pleased with the Minister instead of having to contend withnow | have been addressing this issue.

the kowtowing that goes on at present. | would hope that the people responsible can amend the
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Actso thatjustices of the peace, like many other membersin
member’s time has expired. this place, do not have to refuse people when they come into

their offices believing that they will be able to get a lands

Mr HAMILTON (Albert Park):  Ithink it was yesterday transfer document signed, only to be told that, because they
or the day before that the member for Hayward said that | calhre not known to the JP or member of Parliament concerned,
aspade a spade, and | believe that to be the case. | have bege document in question cannot be signed, and in many cases
in this Parliament for nearly 14 years and | believe that, if ahey cannot even refer to the long form of proof.
member of Parliament makes a statement that he or she The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
subsequently finds to be incorrect, they should have thgember’s time has expired.
intestinal fortitude, the decency and the honesty to stand up
and say, ‘| made a mistake and apologise unreservedly’. It Dr ARMITAGE (Adelaide): On 10 August we had what,
was this week, or last week, that | apologised to the memben relation to the Health budget, would be called the gloss. |
for Coles about a statement | had made and an issue | pursuach quite sure that the dross will come later, but one part of
in respect of Debendox way back in 19801, and | see théhat media release, which was clearly meant to set a certain
member for Adelaide acknowledge that. That is the way irperception (which most people in South Australia know is a
which | operate. false perception) about the Health budget, indicated that there

| know | am a bit rough from time to time in the way | was an unspent $34 million from last financial year. | have
speak in this House—and the member for Adelaide agaiguestioned the Minister publicly as to why that money was
concurs—but what disappoints me, and disappointed meot spent on people’s operations. | intend to detail, with the
today, was the fact that the Leader of the Opposition hadpproval of the person who has written to me, the sort of case
obviously been ill advised in asking a question relating to Msvhich is the reason why people get so angry when $34

Barbara Ferguson. million is squirrelled away within a health budget for use as
The Hon. J.P. Trainer: It was poorly researched. a pre-election sweetener.
Mr HAMILTON:  Whether or not it was poorly re- On 22 October last year | received a letter from Teresa

searched, in my opinion there is no excuse for the Leader &farricchio, of Windsor Gardens, indicating that her father
any political Party or any member of Parliament, where it isneeded vascular surgery because he could no longer walk
shown that they are incorrect, not to stand up and apologisaore than five to 10 metres. That letter said it was the second
to that person or persons or organisation and say, ‘I regret ttibat she had written to an MP, having previously written to
error; the information that | had received is obviouslyDr Hopgood. Her letter had been acknowledged and a
incorrect and | apologise unreservedly.’ | would think thatproblem admitted, and after that letter, in March 1992, her
today the opportunity existed for the Leader of the Oppositioffather had an assessment at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital,
to show that he has a big heart, that he is a human being—followed two weeks later with X-rays, and three weeks after
The Hon. J.P. Trainer: That he has some grace. that with an outpatients appointment. When the outpatients
Mr HAMILTON: —that he has some grace and decencyappointment at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital was complied
and that he is a person who, like others, is fallible and doewith Mr Varricchio was told, in April 1992, that an operation
make mistakes. | would have thought that he would be likevas necessary.
many others in the community who would have the witorthe When asked how long before it was likely that the
honesty to stand up and say, ‘I regret that | made that mistakeperation could be performed, when he had been told that he
and therefore | apologise.’ | would ask the Leader’s mindersvould just have to go back onto the operating list, the doctor
and indeed his colleagues to persuade him that there is stillho saw him said, ‘Patience’. That is why morale is low in
the opportunity while this House sits today for him to the public hospitals. Doctors, nurses and health administrators
apologise to Ms Ferguson. Why he cannot do that is beyonlike treating patients; they do not like saying to people, ‘Have
me. | have made thousands of mistakes in my life, as havgatience, your problem will be solved later.” However, let us
many others. | believe that the community would respect thgo on. Later on in the year this vascular problem presumably
Leader of the Opposition if he stood up and said, ‘Yes, | didcaused varicose ulcers, as the story goes that her father
make a mistake’ but he is not prepared to do that and has ndeveloped large red patches on both legs that were sore to
done so. touch and painful with not enough blood circulating.
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I have had a series of discussions and telephone calls witfrespective of their political differences and of their particu-
Mrs Varricchio since that time, because each time there hdar political agenda. And | apply this to the media as much as
been, like a carrot dangling in front of them, the potential forto anyone. We are all in this State together and there are some
an operation, the potential for treatment. | am told thapositive signs, and they need emphasis so that people’s
eventually there was an appointment on 13 May and Mrsonfidence can be raised.

Varricchio felt that an operation was not far off so they were  Figures recently, for instance, on our overseas export
prepared to wait. Shortly after that | rang and still noperformance show just what is happening as far as South
operation. Admittedly there had been some procedurdustralia’s contribution to that area of economic activity is
presumably in an attempt to open up the arteries, but still nooncerned. We heard the other day from the Premier about
operation. | telephoned again and on 5 August there was ahe 100 per centincrease in road vehicles, parts and accesso-
appointment for a further assessment at the Queen Elizabeties exports: up they go. They have more than doubled, and
Hospital but, lo and behold, the appointment was cancellethat is a fantastic performance, based on the restructuring that
and that appointment is now on 26 August 1993, still with natook place during the 1980s. There are other star performers.
guarantee of an operation despite the fact that Mr Varricchi@he wine industry showed a 14 per cent increase over the 10
was told in April 1992 that an operation was necessary. months to April 1993, representing $143.7 million worth of

| repeat to the House that Mr Varricchio cannot walk moreoverseas sales. In machinery there was a 13.5 per cent
than five or 10 metres. It means that he cannot mow the lawimcrease.

cannot go to the shops, cannot do simple tasks around the petroleum and petroleum products had an 11.3 per cent
house such as gardening and helping, and cannot socialisgerease, and all the other indicators, with one exception,
We are expected to stomach all of this with an announcemeifent up. The unfortunate exception was wool and sheepskins,
which grandly trumpets that we have $34 million of moneywhich was down 11 per cent, and we know that market is
unspent from last financial year in order to gild the lily, Pre-having a problem. So, there is good news, and we could do
election. Is it any wonder that the loss of confidence of Southo better than look at the words of the immediate past
Australians in our present health system is enormous?  president of the Building Owners and Managers Association
. . as reported in its newsletter the other day, which drew
The Hon. J.C. BANNON (Ross Smith)Thistime each  5tention to the fact that there are many things in South
month marks the day when the unemployment anchsirajia of which we should be proud; that the media tends
employment figures for Australia are released. They are qf, focus on negative financial news, but in South Australia
course always looked at with a great deal of interest. Thg1ere are more businesses large and small which have not

warning needs always to be given that the month to mont§,, \eathered the storm but been highly successful during
statistics, particularly for smaller States and work forcesinearecession.

bounce around a lot, so too much weight cannot be given to

one off results. Nonetheless, they are an indicator, particulaﬁot'\gre(r? Ct;ﬁzdyrgglr;?rl]usd\iz ?1);523/\'/5]3 ktlgs;’ ,\['(V)hfgigvs Stké)oturlgm
ly if the trend line is looked at, of the state of employment y P ! P

and unemployment, that key economic indicator. realistically and we need to think positively and rely on our

Usually, an indication of just how those figures that are™" creatlye re;ources. He says: ) _
released on a Thursday morning have turned out can be If we believe in ourselves, we can achieve success, despite the
gleaned from proceedings in this place when Parliament i&4dS @ppearing to be against us.
sitting. | had not heard the figures today and | imagine thaf\ very good and strong message indeed.

a good many members had not caught up with them, but it . .
was apparent that they were very good, because we got no Mr GUNN (Eyre): | am delighted to have the opportunity
questions about them whatever from members of thé0 participatein this grievance debate, becaus_e I want to raise
Opposition. If they are in any way bad or questionable, ogome of the issues that were debated during the public
South Australia looks as though it is not doing so well, youmeeting that took place at Birdsville on 19 May, and |
bet your life we get a question first off, and much huffing andParticularly want to quote from an address by the Chief
puffing about them. Executive of the Queensland Mining Counc[l, Mr Michael

In fact, it is pleasing to note that the figures show a Ver)Plnnock. Mr Plnnopk acted on behalf of the tlmber w_orkers
significant fall in unemployment in South Australia: .5 and other people in north Queensland and is particularly
percentage points. It has been rare indeed over most of th@miliar with the many outrageous aspects of the legislation
past years for South Australia’s unemployment, because éfat the Federal Parliament has passed in relation to world
the particular structure of our economy, to be lower than th&eritage legislation.
national average. It is lower at the moment, and it has been | would recommend to all members of the House the
consistently. That is a very sharp and stark contrast, | suggestgldress that he gave, so that they can be aware of the grave
to the situation that existed under the Tonkin Liberalimplications that would apply for the people of South
Government, when the Leader of the Opposition was irAustralia, the unnecessary restrictions that would be inflicted
charge of this area and unemployment was consistently arnigpon a very large part of South Australia, and the lack of
continuously the highest in the nation, month after montreconomic development that could take place. Mr Pinnock
after month. stated:

More encouragingly, there was a 1 900 increase in total well, I've had 10 years involvement with world heritage and
employment, and the number of people in work in the Statéve seen a lot, of course, of what's happened in Tasmania. This
is 9 000 higher than for the same period last year. That givegorning I'm not speaking from a mining perspective, I'm simply

P ing you what I've learned in the last 10 years about world heritage
us some cause for optimism, and one hopes that good ne@g‘lyou know precisely what it's about. Then, I'm going to give you

of this kind,. which can only improve confiden'ce and get OUfa run through of what's happened in world heritage areas that we've
economy kick started, should be spread as widely as possitieen closely associated with. . . Let’s start with what world heritage

by everyone with a stake in the future of South Australiajs. It's basically an international treaty that Australia signed in 1974,
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so it's been going 20-odd years. 108 nations in the world belong tthe circumstances the member chose to reveal to the House
the world hhefitage cotnventié)n, Wthic? tmheans thdey at%feet to list C]fffttﬁ_ithe names of the victims and to reveal in effect very intimate
areas In their country an rotec em under the terms o | H H At
international treaty. It’gaperf%ctly reasonable concepfustralia ﬁersonal deta|I§ about those PErsons. Even if the victims
is the only country out of that 108 which has its own Act of consented to this course of action, which | understand they
Parliament which forces world heritage on its citizens. The only onglid, | believe there is an overriding duty to act in the best
out of that 108 nations. The rest do it by consent and agreement. jiiterests of the individuals concerned, and | cannot see how
does not cause problems. the naming of these two young men is in their best interests,

It was originated by France. Mr Pinnock continues: as much as | feel for them in the tragedies they have experi-

Australia is one of the original members of the treaty. The treatyenced.
itself does not say what can't be done, it merely allows for this | \want to make clear that the criminal behaviour that the

development of a list of the areas and calls for the protection of thos ; ;
areas in any way that country thinks fit. The convention does not sa;?ember for Coles outlined to the House must be dealt with

there shall not be pastoral activities or agriculture, farming orSWiftly and effectively by all the relevant authorities as soon
forestry or whatever—that's when it comes back to the individualas it is discovered. There is no place in our schools for
country . . The conservation movement decided in the late 70s th?sersons of this predilection. If, however, the community is to

when they couldn’t get what they wanted from the State Governme! o ; ; ;
in terms of locking up certain areas, they would ratchet it up. The, ttempt to rehabilitate into the community as responsible, law

start at local government level, then they go State Government, thedPiding persons once again individuals such as the honour-
Federal. . So, by using the External Treaties power in this Worldable member revealed to the House, hounding such persons
Heritage Act, which | will call it from here on, it overrides any through public forums under parliamentary privilege may not

legislation of any kind in any State. That was challenged in the Highy chjeve the objectives the honourable member was seeking
Court. You might remember all through the 80s Tasmania an

Queensland took a number of High Court challenges against thos@ achieve through her speech.
powers and they were all lost. So, it's quite clear, within our | have spoken to the principals of the schools named by
Constitution, the Federal Government has that power, they cafhe honourable member. Those schools were named in this

ggemréuﬁt?ﬁ ggétglish.ehrqoi\;:ngéhgglgg %Zat\,[;?gp&geﬂahtth?nAgf)rth speech, clearly with the intention that the information about

Queensland about the closing down of the timber industryhey ~ those schools would be published—indeed, very widely
brought in a proclamation which said, ‘There shall be no logging, ngublished in our community. | believe that those schools have

forestry operations. been done a grave disservice and were not afforded what |
And they did that by the stroke of a pen—bureaucrats! Thavould consider as basic natural justice in order to defend
document continues: themselves and to place relevant, and, indeed, vital factual

That is what happened in north Queensland. They simplynformation before the honourable member before she spoke,
declared that logging and forest operations were no longer permiglthough | understand that two of the three schools were
sible in that area . As aresult, Senator Richardson, then the contacted and advised of the course of action the honourable
Environment Minister, rushed into Parliament amendments to th'?nember was taking. The employment or voluntary status of

Act. h had the Acti fi ivel - .
bg;t?ﬁotsg ﬁg{ﬁt Sqdat”e%gggn anamended form, to retrospectively . tfender was not sufficiently explained by the honourable

The situati is that le wh t to chall member in her speech; it was vital information. The reference
€ situation now IS that people who want to Challenge g, yha \yord ‘teacher’ was misleading and factually incorrect
decision to list their property or their region under yvorld and gave rise to public mischief about the schools’ employ-

court in the land. It is a quite outrageous situation¥nem policies and those of the independent school sector.
Mr Pinnock continljes: "l could go on further to analyse this unfortunate speech,

The Act first of all says that, when an area is declared for worl bout tragic events which occurred many years ago, but |
heritage, it is under the control. in terms of responding to the treatyVaNt t0 end on a positive note. They are three excellent
of the Federal Government. schools; schools that have national and international recogni-

-.tion. They are schools of which all South Australians can be
The Federal Government usually chooses to set up a jOItIIlfe)ry proud. They provide leadership to the whole of the

management authority in that area. In effect, any State o th Australi ducati itv. Their staff a1
Territory cedes the land and its boundaries over which it ma ou ustrailan education community. Their start—an
now many of them personally—and the principals and

have sole power under the Constitution. deputy orincioal fessional indeed. Th
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable C@€PUY Principals areé very professional indeed. They are

member’s time has expired. The member for Norwood. people in whom as a community we can have the utmost
confidence.

The Hon. G.J. CRAFTER (Minister of Housing, Urban Itis disappointing to see that the press picked up some of
Development and Local Government Relations)triseto  the more negative aspects of the situation, particularly, |
defend the reputations of three very fine schools in this Statéinderstand, thé.30 Reportwhich tended to paint a picture
| have had the honour to serve two schools, Pembroke and #tat these schools placed their reputations above the needs of
Peters College, for the past 14 years as the member fde individual students and the school community. Each of
Norwood, the constituency in which those schools ardhese three schools has a very strong pastoral program and is
situated. | have had occasional associations with the thirtlased on Christian beliefs. The community can set aside this
school, Rostrevor College, over the years since my childnoodinfortunate incident and continue to have great faith in these
These relationships were enriched during my seven years #yee great schools.

Minister of Education. It is with some regret that | have to
make this speech, along with other members of Parliament | ECTRICIANS, PLUMBERS AND GAS FITTERS
from both sides of the House, to set the record straight. LICENSING BILL

The member for Coles’ Address in Reply speech earlier
this week, which she devoted almost entirely to an attack on The Hon. M.J. Evans, for thdon. J.H.C. KLUNDER
these schools, | believe will end her years of parliamentaryMinister of Public Infrastructure) , obtained leave and
service on a sad, even pathetic note. | am astounded thatiimtroduced a Bill for an Act to provide for the licensing of
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electricians, plumbers and gas fitters; and for other purposes. -
Read a first time.

The Hon. M.J. EVANS: | move:

That this Bill be now read a second time.
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted

in Hansardwithout my reading it. S10T . . )
Leave granted The Commissioner may, on granting a licence under this
’ proposed Act, attach conditions (which may be varied or revoked by
The licensing of electrical workers and contractors, plumbers anthe Commissioner on application) to the licence limiting the work
gas fitters is provided for in the Electrical Workers and Contractorshat may be performed in pursuance of the licence.
Licensing Act 1966, and the regulations made under the Gas Act Clause 8: Obligation to be licensed
1988, the Sewerage Act 1929 and the Waterworks Act 1932. This clause provides that a person who carries on business as an
Plumbing and gas fitting are skills related trades and, in practiceslectrical contractor, plumbing contractor or gas fitting contractor (or
the licensing and education framework are closely allied. It has beeho claims or purports to be entitled to carry on such a business)
the intention of the Government, for some time, to combine thesxcept as authorised by a licence under this proposed Part, is guilty
licensing function for gas fitting with that of sanitary plumbing and of an offence the penalty for which is a division 5 fine ($8 000).
hot water plumbing. _ o Clause 9: Applications for licences
There are some overlaps in the work that electricians anthjs clause provides that an application for a licence must be made
plumbers and gas fitters do. This has led, in recent times, to restricteg the Commissioner in writing in the prescribed form and be
cross-licensing. It makes sense to consolidate the legislativgccompanied by the prescribed application fee. The Commissioner
provisions for these licensing functions. must, before determining an application under this proposed section,
This new legislation achieves several things— take into account the advice of the Electrical Work Advisory Board
- itbrings the licensing of these occupational groups under ther the Plumbing and Gas Fitting Advisory Board, as the case may
umbrella of the Minister of Consumer Affairs—a logical require. Where the Commissioner proposes to refuse an application
extension of the ‘one-stop-shop’ concept for licensing;  for a licence, the Commissioner must allow the applicant a reason-
it makes use of the Commercial Tribunal as an appellate bodghble opportunity to make representations in relation to the applica-
for dispute resolution and discipline thus separating theion.
policing authority, the licensing authority and the disciplinary  proposed subsection (5) provides that on an application for a
authority and thereby eliminating the perception of anylicence, the Commissioner must (subject to the proposed Act) grant
conflict of interest; . . the applicant a licence on payment of the prescribed licence fee if the
it retains the advisory boards for the respective trades, whickCommissioner is satisfied (among other requirements) that—
are an indispensable part of the national networks that play where the applicant is a natural person, the applicant has—
an important part in national uniformity and micro-economic the qualifications and experience prescribed in relation to the
reform. kind of work that the applicant would be authorised to

restricted contractors licences (ie: restricted electrical
contractors licences, restricted plumbing contractors licences
and restricted gas fitting contractors licences)—authorising
a person holding such a licence to carry on business as an
electrical contractor, a plumbing contractor or a gas fitting
contractor subject to conditions attached to the licence by the
Commissioner.

Public health and safety are ever present concerns in electrical,
plumbing and gas fitting work. It is important to ensure that only
appropriately qualified people are allowed to practise these trades
and that public health and safety are not put at risk by poor quality
workmanship. This Bill ensures that this will not occur.

The original intention was to consolidate these licensing schemes .

with that under the Builders Licensing Act 1986. However, with
further investigation, it has become apparent that a separate Bill will
more completely satisfy the objective. | commend the Bill to the
House.
PART 1
PRELIMINARY

Clause 1: Short title
This clause is formal.

Clause 2: Commencement
This clause is formal.

Clause 3: Interpretation

This clause contains the definitions of words and phrases used in the -

Bill and, in particular, defines electrical work, gas fitting and
plumbing.

Clause 4: Exemption
This clause provides that the Governor may, by regulation, exempt
(either unconditionally or subject to conditions) any specified person

perform if granted the licence or, subject to the regulations,
qualifications and experience that the Commissioner con-
siders appropriate having regard to the kind of work that the
applicant would be authorised to perform if granted the
licence; and

sufficient business knowledge and experience and financial
resources for the purpose of properly carrying on the business
authorised by the licence;

where the applicant is a body corporate—

subject to the regulations and any determination of the
Commissioner—every director of the applicant body
corporate has qualifications and experience prescribed in
relation to the kind of work that the body corporate would be
authorised to perform if granted the licence or qualifications
and experience that the Commissioner considers appropriate
having regard to the kind of work that the body corporate
would be authorised to perform if granted the licence;

the directors of the body corporate together have sufficient
business knowledge and experience for the purpose of
properly directing the business authorised by the licence; and
the body corporate has sufficient financial resources for the
purpose of properly carrying on the business authorised by
the licence.

or class of persons, any specified work or class of work or any ~ Proposed subclause (6) provides that where a natural person
SD_ECIerd transaction or class_of transac_tlons, frpm the application prplying for a licence, or a director of a body corporate applying for
this proposed Act or a specified provision of this proposed Act.  alicence, is or has been (during the period of 10 years preceding the
Clause 5: Non-derogation date of the application) insolvent or the director of an insolvent body
This clause provides that the provisions of this proposed Act are igorporate or a body corporate applying for a licence is or has been
addition to and do not derogate from the provisions of any other Act(during the period of 10 years preceding the date of the application)
Clause 6: Commissioner for Consumer Affairs to be responsiblénsolvent or in a prescribed relationship with an insolvent body
for administration of Act corporate, the Commissioner must not grant the application unless
This clause provides that the Commissioner for Consumer Affairsatisfied that there are special reasons why the application should be
is responsible, subject to the control and directions of the Ministergranted.
for the administration of this proposed Act. Proposed subclause (8) provides that the Commissioner must, by
PART 2 notice in writing served on an applicant under this proposed section,
LICENSING OF CONTRACTORS advise the applicant of the Commissioner’s decision on the
Clause 7: Categories of licences application and, in the case of a decision refusing an application,
This clause provides that there are 6 categories of licences fatate in the notice the reasons for the refusal.
contractors for the purposes of this proposed Act— Clause 10: Duration of licences
- contractors licences (ie: electrical contractors licencesThis clause provides that a licence remains in force until the licence
plumbing contractors licences and gas fitting contractorss surrendered or cancelled or the licensee dies or, in the case of a
licences)—authorising a person holding such a licence tdody corporate, is dissolved. A licensee must, not later than the
carry on business as an electrical contractor, a plumbingrescribed date in each year, pay to the Commissioner the prescribed
contractor or a gas fitting contractor without restriction; andannual licence fee and lodge with the Commissioner an annual return
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containing the prescribed information. Where a licensee fails to pay kind of work that the applicant would be authorised to carry
the annual licence fee or lodge the annual return, the Commissioner out if granted the registration.

may require the licensee to make good the default and, in additiorProposed subclause (6) provides that the Commissioner must, by
to pay to the Commissioner the amount prescribed as a penalty fortice in writing served on an applicant under this proposed section,
default. Where a licensee fails to comply with such a notice withinadvise the applicant of the Commissioner's decision on the
14 days after service of the notice, the licence is, by force of thispplication and, in the case of a decision refusing an application,
proposed subsection, suspended until the notice is complied witlstate in the notice the reasons for the refusal.

The Commissioner must cause notice of a suspension under Clause 15: Duration of registration

proposed subsection (4) to be served on the licensee. This clause provides that registration remains in force until the
This clause further provides that where a licensee fails to complyegistration is surrendered or cancelled or the registered worker dies
with a notice under proposed subsection (3) within six months aftesr, in the case of a body corporate, is dissolved. A registered worker
service of the notice, the licence is, by force of this proposednust not later than the prescribed date in each year, pay to the

subsection, cancelled. Commissioner the prescribed annual registration fee and lodge with
Proposed subsection (7) provides that a licensee may at any tintke Commissioner an annual return containing the prescribed
surrender the licence. information.
Clause 11: Business may be carried on by unlicensed persdWhere a registered worker fails to pay the annual registration fee or
where licensee dies lodge the annual return in accordance with this proposed section, the

This clause provides that where a person carrying on business ffommissioner may require the registered worker to make good the
pursuance of a licence dies, the personal representative of tlefault and, in addition, to pay to the Commissioner the amount
deceased, or some other person approved by the Commissioner, magscribed as a penalty for default.

continue to carry on the business for a period of six months and Where a registered worker fails to comply with such a notice
subsequently for such further period and subject to such conditionsithin 14 days after service of the notice, the registration is, by force
as the Commissioner may approve. A person is, while carrying oof this proposed subsection, suspended until the notice is complied
business in pursuance of proposed subsection (1), to be taken to twith. The Commissioner must cause notice of a suspension under
the holder of a licence of the same category as the licence held lyroposed subsection (4) to be served on the registered worker.

the deceased. This clause further provides that where a registered worker fails
PART 3 to comply with a notice under proposed subsection (3) within six
REGISTRATION OF WORKERS months after service of the notice, the registration is, by force of this
Clause 12: Categories of registration proposed subsection, cancelled.
This clause provides that there are 6 categories of registration for Proposed subsection (7) provides that a registered worker may
Workers for the purposes of this proposed Act— at any time surrender the registration.
workers registration (ie: electrical workers registration, PART 4
plumbing workers registration and gas fitting workers APPEALS AND DISCIPLINARY PROVISIONS

registration)—authorising a person so registered to act as an Clause 16: Appeals to Tribunal
electrical worker, a plumbing worker or a gas fitting worker This clause provides that the following appeals may be made to the

without restriction; and Tribunal:

restricted workers registration (ie: restricted electrical - apersonwho applied for a licence or registration may appeal

workers registration, restricted plumbing workers registration to the Tribunal against a decision of the Commissioner

and restricted gas fitting workers registration)—authorising refusing to grant the licence or registration or imposing a

a person so registered to act as an electrical worker, a condition of the licence or registration;

plumbing worker or a gas fitting worker subject to conditions - a licensee or registered worker who applied for variation or

attached to the registration by the Commissioner. revocation of a condition of the licence or registration may
The Commissioner may, on granting registration under this appeal to the Tribunal against a decision of the Commissioner

proposed Act, attach conditions (which may be varied or revoked by on the application.

the Commissioner on application) to the certificate of registration An appeal must be made in a manner and form determined by the
limiting the work that may be performed in pursuance of theTribunal, setting out the grounds of the appeal and must be made
registration. within two months after the making of the decision. The Tribunal
Clause 13: Obligation to be registered may, if it is satisfied that it is just and reasonable in the circum-
This clause provides that a person who acts as an electrical workestances to do so, dispense with the requirement that an appeal be
plumbing worker or gas fitting worker, or claims or purports to bemade within the period of one month.
entitled to act as such a worker, except as authorised by registration Clause 17: Powers of Tribunal on determination of appeals
under this proposed Part, is guilty of an offence and liable to arhis clause provides that on hearing an appeal under this proposed
division 7 fine ($2 000). Part, the Tribunal may affirm, vary or quash the decision appealed
This clause further provides that an electrical contractoragainst, remit the subject matter of the appeal to the Commissioner
plumbing contractor or gas fitting contractor who engages a persadior further consideration and make any further or other order as to
as an employee to carry out electrical work, plumbing or gas fittingcosts or any matter that the case requires.
where that person is not authorised by registration under this = Clause 18: Tribunal may exercise disciplinary powers
proposed Part to carry out such work, is guilty of an offence andrhis clause provides that the Tribunal may hold an inquiry for the
liable to a division 7 fine ($2 000). purposes of determining whether proper cause exists for disciplinary
Clause 14: Application for registration action against a person who is licensed or registered under the
This clause provides that an application for registration must b@roposed Act or a person (whether or not being licensed or registered
made to the Commissioner in writing in the prescribed form and beinder the proposed Act) who has carried on business as an electrical
accompanied by the prescribed application fee. The Commissioneontractor, plumbing contractor or gas fitting contractor or acted as
must, before determining an application under this proposed sectioan electrical worker, plumbing worker or gas fitting worker.
take into account the advice of the Electrical Work Advisory Board  Proposed subsection (3) provides that, subject to the regulations,
or the Plumbing and Gas Fitting Advisory Board, as the case magny person (including the Commissioner) may lodge with the
require. Where the Commissioner proposes to refuse an applicatidmibunal a complaint in the prescribed form setting out matters that
for registration, the Commissioner must allow the applicant aare alleged to constitute grounds for disciplinary action against a
reasonable opportunity to make representations in relation to thgerson referred to in proposed subsection (1). Where a complaint has
application. been lodged with the Tribunal, the Commissioner must, at the
Proposed subsection (5) provides that on an application forequest of the Registrar, investigate or further investigate any matters
registration, the Commissioner must (subject to the proposed Actp which the complaint relates and report to the Tribunal on the
register the applicant on payment of the prescribed registration fe@sults of the investigations.
if the Commissioner is satisfied that the applicant has— Where the Tribunal decides to hold an inquiry under this
the qualifications and experience prescribed in relation to th@roposed section, the Tribunal must give the person to whom the
kind of work that the applicant would be authorised to carryinquiry relates (‘the respondent’) reasonable notice of the subject
out if granted the registration; or matter of the inquiry.
subject to the regulations—qualifications and experience that Proposed subsection (6) provides that if, after conducting an
the Commissioner considers appropriate having regard to thiequiry under this proposed section, the Tribunal is satisfied that
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proper cause exists for disciplinary action, the Tribunal may exercise
one or more of the following powers:

it may reprimand the respondent;

Clause 21:

advise the Commissioner of the name of the person and the
disciplinary action taken.

Advertising suspension, cancellation or

it may impose a fine not exceeding $5 000 on the respondentisqualification

where the respondent is licensed or registered—it may reducghis clause provides that where disciplinary action taken against a
the respondent’s licence or registration (or both) to a morgerson by the Tribunal consists of or includes the suspension or
limited category, attach conditions or further conditions to thecancellation of the person’s licence or registration or disqualification
respondent’s licence or registration, suspend the respondents the person, the Registrar must cause notice of the action taken to
licence or registration (or both) for a specified period or until be served personally or by post on that person and to be advertised
the fulfilment of stipulated conditions or until further order, in a newspaper circulating throughout the State.
or cancel the respondent’s licence or registration (or both); PART 5
it may disqualify the respondent permanently, for a specified ADVISORY BOARDS
period, until the fulfilment of stipulated conditions, or until Clause 22: Establishment of advisory boards
further order, from being licensed or registered (or both)This clause provides for the establishment of the Electrical Work
under this proposed Act. _ Advisory Board and the Plumbing and Gas Fitting Advisory Board.
Proposed subclause (7) provides that if a person has been Cjause 23: Membership of boards
convicted of an offence and the circumstances of the offence fornghis clause provides that the Electrical Work Advisory Board will

in whole or in part, the subject matter of an inquiry under thisconsist of six members appointed by the Minister, of whom—
proposed section, the convicted person is not liable to a fine under .~ 5o (who will be the presiding member) will be a person

this proposed section in respect of conduct giving rise to the offence. nominated by Southern Power and Water;
Where the Tribunal attaches a condition to a person's licence or . gne will be a person nominated by the Minister of Public
registration or imposes a condition as to the conduct of business by Infrastructure:
a person and the person contravenes or fails to comply with the : y : - e

P S e " one will be a person nominated by the Minister administering
condition, the person is liable to a division 7 fine ($2 000). the Technical and Further Education Act 1975:

Proposed subsection (10) provides that there is proper cause for : - :
disciplinary action under this proposed section against the respondent l.ilrr]ﬁo\rqwcl)lf bAigrgﬁ;.son nominated by the Electrical Trades

if the respondent— : : one will be a person nominated by the Electrical Contractors
- has been guilty of conduct that constituted a breach of this Association of South Australia Incorporated:

proposed Act; . - .
has in the course of carrying on business as an electrical = ©N€ Will be a person nominated by the United Trades and

contractor, plumbing contractor or gas fitting contractor or
acting as an electrical worker, plumbing worker or gas fitting
worker been guilty of conduct that constituted a breach of any

Labor Council (not being a member or official of an
organisation representing any of the trades in relation to
which the proposed Act applies).

This clause further provides that the Plumbing and Gas Fitting
Advisory Board will consist of 11 members appointed by the
Minister, of whom—

- two will be persons nominated by Southern Power and Water
(one of whom will be appointed by the Minister as the
presiding member);
one will be a person nominated by the Master Plumbers’ and
Mechanical Services Association of South Australia
Incorporated;
one will be a person nominated by The Plumbers and
Gasfitters Employees Union of Australia (South Australian
Branch);
two will be persons nominated by the South Australian Gas
Company Limited;
one will be a person nominated by the Federated Gas
Employees’ Industrial Union;
one will be a senior teacher in the School of Plumbing in the
Regency College of Technical and Further Education
nominated by the Department of Employment and Technical
and Further Education;
one will be a person with expertise or experience in the area
of public health nominated by the Public and Environmental
Health Council;
one will be a person nominated by the United Trades and
Labor Council (not being a member or official of an
organisation representing any of the trades in relation to
which the proposed Act applies);

other Act or law or acted negligently, fraudulently or unfairly;
being a person licensed under the proposed Act—
has obtained the licence improperly;

has ceased to qualify for such a licence under this proposed
Act;

is a director of a body corporate that is insolvent, or, in the
case of a body corporate, is in a prescribed relationship with
a body corporate that is insolvent;

in the case of a body corporate—has directors who have
ceased to qualify for such a licence under this proposed Act;
has failed to comply with an order of the Tribunal under Part
V of the Builders Licensing Act 1986 or an order of the
Supreme Court made in relation to such an order;

being a person registered under the proposed Act, has
obtained the registration improperly.

The powers conferred by this proposed section in relation to
persons licensed or registered under the proposed Act may be °
exercised, in the case of a person who was also licensed or registered
under the repealed Electrical Workers and Contractors Licensing Act
1966, section 17b of the Sewerage Act 1929 or section 28 of the Gas
Act 1988, or those regulations under the Sewerage Act 1929 or the -~
Waterworks Act 1932 revoked with effect from the commencement
of this proposed Act, in relation to conduct or circumstances
occurring before or after the commencement of this proposed Act.

Clause 19: Restriction on disqualified persons being involved in
contractors business
This clause provides that a person who is disqualified from being | ) .
licensed or registered under this proposed Act who, without the prior one will be a person appointed to represent the interests of
approval of the Tribunal, undertakes any employment, or is consumers of plumbing and gas fitting services.
otherwise engaged, in the business of an electrical contractor, Atleastone member of each board mustbe awoman and at least
plumbing contractor or gas fitting contractor is guilty of an offenceOne must be a man. . ]
and liable to a division 4 fine ($15 000). Clause 24: Terms and conditions of office _

This clause further provides that where a person who (to thdhis clause provides that a member ofa boarq \_NI|| be appm_nted for
knowledge of an electrical contractor, plumbing contractor or gas term of 3 years on such conditions as the Minister determines and
fitting contractor) is disqualified from being licensed or registeredwill, on the expiration of a term of office, be eligible for reappoint-
under the proposed Act is employed, or otherwise engaged, in th@ent. A vacancy in the membership and casual appointment to a
business of the electrical contractor, plumbing contractor or gaboard may occur on the usual terms.
fitting contractor without the prior approval of the Tribunal, the  Clause 25: Allowances and expenses
contractor is guilty of an offence and liable to a division 4 fine ($15This clause provides that a member of a board is entitled to such
000). allowances and expenses as the Minister may determine.

Clause 20: Record of disciplinary action to be kept Clause 26: Procedure of boards
This clause provides that where the Tribunal takes disciplinary actiohis clause provides that a meeting of a board will be chaired by the
against a person, the Registrar must— presiding member or, in his or her absence, by a member chosen by

make an entry on the register established under the Commethe members present at the meeting. Subject to proposed subsection
cial Tribunal Act 1982 recording the disciplinary action (3), a board may act despite vacancies in its membership. A quorum
taken; and of aboard is constituted of the number of members of a board equal



262 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 12 August 1993

to half the total number of members plus one and no business mahis clause provides that an unlicensed person who performs
be transacted at a meeting of the Board unless a quorum is presealectrical work, plumbing or gas fitting in circumstances in which
This clause further provides that each member present at alicence is required under this proposed Act is not entitled to recover
meeting of a board is entitled to one vote on a matter arising foany fee or other consideration in respect of the work unless the
decision at the meeting, but the person presiding at the meeting hakjibunal or any court hearing proceedings for recovery of the fee or
in the event of an equality of votes, a casting vote as well as &onsideration is satisfied that the person’s failure to be licensed
deliberative vote. A decision carried by a majority of the votes castesulted from inadvertence only.
by the members of a board present and voting at a meeting of the Clause 32: Evidentiary
board is a decision of the board. This clause provides that in any proceedings in respect of an offence
Each board must cause accurate minutes to be kept of i&gainst this proposed Act, where it is proved that a person performed
proceedings at meetings but the procedure for the calling of meetingsectrical work, plumbing or gas fitting for another for fee or reward,
of a board and for the conduct of business at meetings will, subjedhe person is (unless the contrary is proved) to be taken to have been

to this proposed Act, be as determined by the board. carrying on business as an electrical contractor, plumbing contractor
Clause 27: Functions or gas fitting contractor. -
This clause provides that the Electrical Work Advisory Board has ~ Clause 33: Investigations o
the following functions: This clause provides that the Commissioner must (at the request of
- to advise the Commissioner in respect of applications forthe Registrar) cause officers to investigate and report on any matter
licences or registration; relevant to the determination of any application or other matter

to advise the Minister or the Commissioner in respect of an efore the Tribunal or any matter that might constitute proper cause

other matter relating to electrical work or the administration for disciplinary action under this proposed Act.
of the proposed Act; Clause 34: Annual report

any other functions prescribed by regulation or prescribed byl his clause provides that the Commissioner must, on or before 31
or under any other Act. October in each year, submit to the Minister a report on the

sdministration of this proposed Act during the period of 12 months
ending on the preceding 30 June and the Minister must, within 12
;sitting days after receiving the report, cause a copy of it to be laid
before each House of Parliament.
Clause 35: Service of documents

YThis clause provides that a notice or document required or authorised
by this proposed Act or the Commercial Tribunal Act 1982 to be
%erved on any person is to be taken to have been duly served if it has

een—

This clause provides that the Plumbing and Gas Fitting Board h
the following functions:

- to advise the Commissioner in respect of applications fo
licences or registration;
to advise the Minister or the Commissioner in respect of an
other matter relating to plumbing or gas fitting or the
administration of the proposed Act;
any other functions prescribed by regulation or prescribed b
or under any other Act.

PART 6 served on the person personally;

posted in an envelope addressed to the person at the person’s
. MISCELLANEOUS . . last known address (or, in the case of a licensee—the
Clause 28: Name in which licensee carries on business : ) Y-
This ¢l ides that a li h h busi . licensee’s address for service); or
IS clause provides that a licensee wno Carries on busIness IN ., the case of a licensee—Ieft for the licensee at the licensee’s

pursuance of the licence except in the name appearing in the licence 5 yqress for service with a person apparently over the age of
or in a business name registered by the licensee in accordance with 16 years

the provisions of the Business Names Act 1963 (of which the  ~|5use 36: False or misleading information
Commissioner has been given prior notice in writing) is guilty ofanThis clause brovides that a pergon must not, in furnishing any

offeglce andzglaigglebtlc_a atqlivisi?n d8 fint(_e ($1 O(:O)' information required under this proposed Act, make a statement that
(Llause £9: Fublication of advertisement bs false or misleading in a material particular. The penalty for
This clause provides that a licensee who publishes, or causes to Sntravening this proposed section is a division 5 fine ($8 000).

published, an advertisement relating to the business carried on in" cjayse 37: Return of licence or certificate of registration when
pursuance of the licence where the advertisement does not spemfymnce”ed’ etc.

- the licensee’s name as it appears in the licence or anyhis clause provides that where a licence or registration granted to
registered business name in which the licensee carries of herson is suspended or cancelled, or a condition is to be attached
business and of which the Commissioner has been given priqh’i; under this proposed Act, that person must, at the direction of
notice in writing; and . _the Tribunal, the Registrar or the Commissioner, return the licence
the licence number assigned to the licensee by the Commigsy certificate of registration to the Registrar or Commissioner (as the
sioner and, where the licensee carries on business in partnefase may be). The penalty for contravening this proposed section is
ship, the licence number of each partner; a division 5 fine ($8 000).

is guilty of an offence and liable to a division 5 fine ($8 000). Clause 38: Offences by bodies corporate

Proposed subsection (1) does not apply in relation to arrhjs clause provides that where a body corporate is guilty of an

advertisement offering or seeking applications for employment opffence against this proposed Act, each director of the body

an advertisement directed to other licensees or builders. corporate is guilty of an offence and liable to the same penalty as is
. Clause 30: Licensee to have sign showing name, etc., on each gfescribed for the principal offence unless it is proved that the
licensee’s building sites director could not by the exercise of reasonable diligence have

This clause provides that a licensee must install or erect in @revented the commission of that offence.
prominent position on the site of any work performed by the licensee  Clause 39: Continuing offences
or on the outside of the place where the work is being performed his clause provides that a person convicted of an offence against

sign showing clearly— any provision of this proposed Act in respect of a continuing act or
- the licensee’s name (as it appears in the licence) or angmission—
registered business name in which the licensee carries on - s liable (in addition to the penalty otherwise applicable to the
business; and offence) to a penalty for each day during which the act or
the licence number assigned to the licensee by the Commis- omission continued of not more than the amount equal to
sioner and, where the licensee carries on business in partner- one-tenth of the maximum penalty prescribed for that
ship, the licence number of each partner. offence; and
The penalty for failing to comply with this proposed subsection - s (if the act or omission continues after the conviction) guilty
is a division 5 fine ($8 000). of a further offence against the provision and liable, in
This clause further provides that where a licensee is performing addition to the penalty otherwise applicable to the further
work on a site for some other licensee who is performing work on offence, to a penalty for each day during which the act or
that site (whether the other licensee is a licensee under this proposed  omission continued after the conviction of not more than the
Act or the Builders Licensing Act 1986), it is sufficient compliance amount equal to one-tenth of the maximum penalty
with proposed subsection (1) if the provisions of that proposed prescribed for the offence.
subsection or the corresponding provision of the Builders Licensing Clause 40: Commencement of proceedings
Act 1986 are complied with only by that other licensee. This clause provides that proceedings for an offence against this

Clause 31: Unlicensed persons not entitled to fees, etc., for worgroposed Act may not be commenced by a person other than the
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Commissioner or an authorised officer under the Fair Trading Acsaying, ‘Sell them.” | believe it is a foolish decision by the
1987 except with the consent of the Minister. Federal Government and | hope that the select committee,
Clause 41: Regulations hich has been organised by the Liberal/ National Party
This cl_ause provides that the Governor may make suc oalition, will bring about a belief in the Federal Government
regulations as are contemplated by this proposed Act, or gt jts decision is wrong and that it changes the policy.
are necessary or expedient for the purposes of this proposgfl .5 ,se many of us operating at the grass roots level know
Act, including— how much heartbreak it is bringing to many people who are

prescribing any form and the information to be contained in I ianifi fth .
any form for the purposes of this proposed Act; on a small or significant part of the pension.

prescribing fees (including differential fees) for the purposes o

of this proposed Act; Mr S.J. BAKER (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
prescribing penalties (recoverable summarily) not exceedingn the grievance debate following the second reading of the
a division 7 fine for contravention of, or non-compliance Supply Bill 1, too, support the proposition that the Federal

with, any regulation. N g, .
A code of gracﬂce may be prescribed for the purposes of thi$0vVernment needs to rethink its policies, particularly those

proposed Act by referring to, or incorporating, in whole or in part, In respect of pensions. The comments that | will make during
and with or without modifications, a code of practice for the timethis 10 minutes really relate to the antics of the Federal
being, or from time to time, adopted by a body which, in the opinionGovernment and the extent to which it is hitting the poor of

of the Governor, represents the interests of a substantial section @f : - -
persons licensed or registered under this proposed Act. Rustralia and South Australia. South Australia is in difficult

SCHEDULE circumstances_.
Transitional Provisions I know that, if we looked at Federal outlays over a 10-year
_The Schedule contains provisions dealing with the transition operiod, they have kept pace with inflation and, in fact, have
a "?e”fhee' ;ZgIggl?at(ljolgIgcr:t?itgaelrv?/létrrllzrrgya%r:jdgmractors Licensindniore than exceeded inflation. We would also recognise that
Act 19'%6; giearly in the term of the Hawke Labor Government it support-
the repealed section 28 of the Gas Act 1988; ed the States with respect to revenue to the extent that the

the repealed section 17b of the Sewerage Act 1929; or  States were flush with funds. In fact, the States did particular-
those regulations under the Sewerage Act 1929 or they well, as they did previously under Prime Minister Fraser.
Waterworks Act 1932 revoked with effect from the com- fg\yever, in recent years that has not been the case and we

mencement of this proposed Act, | reducti in C ith h
to a licence or registration of an appropriate category granted@ve seen real reductions in Commonwealth grants to the

under this proposed Act. States.

Mr S.J. BAKER secured the adjournment of the debate. We have had reductions also in the capital area. We have
had a squeeze on the housing grants that allow us to maintain

SUPPLY BILL (No.2) our public housing stock. So, from a position during the mid
1980s where the States were receiving far more than their due
Adjourned debate on the question: and just deserts, as | would call it, we are now in a situation
(Continued from page 244.) of being weened off Commonwealth revenue. However, it
Mr S.G. EVANS: Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw your could not have come ata worse time. Itis quite true that, if
attention to the state of the House. the State Government had operated efficiently and effective-
A quorum having been formed: ly, this reduction in Federal Government funding would not
be of great concern.
Mr S.G. EVANS (Davenport): Earlier in the debate | However, we are all aware what a difficult situation the

referred to the Federal Government's proposal in relation t&tate is facing, and that is compounded by the way in which
the unrealised capital on shares or debentures held Hiie Federal Government is changing the rules of the game.
pensioners. | was making the point that there may be somiot only is it not maintaining overall grants in real terms but
benefit if that provision were applied only to shares in non4t is seeking the equalisation of State grants to the extent that
Australian companies; in other words, we would encourag&outh Australia will be embarrassed in a major way by the
people to invest in Australian companies. | also made theolicies being implemented. One of the strong tenets of
point that we are really telling people, ‘Do not bother savingFraser federalism was the fact that it recognised that some
through any form of share or security. Do not do that. We ddStates had a lower capacity to collect taxation than other
not want you to save, we do not want you to prepare for youStates, whether it be because of their Government, their
future; we want you to spend the lot and then apply for ebackground or their industry base.
pension. South Australia has been assessed at around 83 to 85 per
Surely that is contrary to what some of the ALP socialistscent of the national capacity in its ability to attract taxation,
were saying just before and just after the last election wheif the same rates of taxation are applied across all States. That
they said that the problem in Australia was that people are noheans that, if we put 10¢ a litre on fuel as State excise, we
saving, and therefore are not preparing for the futurecould expect generally that we would collect 83 to 85 per cent
However, if we do, the Government wants to tax us orof the per capita collection for Australia. That has been
something we do not have. The unrealised capital gain is noeflected in the grants as well as some other deficiencies
in the person’s pocket and it is not in their bank; it isrelating to South Australia.
available to them only when they sell it. The share may be We now have a Prime Minister of Australia who has
worth $10 this year and $1 next year. Do they get a refundpared himself nothing as Treasurer and Prime Minister. He
through this proposed new tax system? No they do not. Astias not kept his own budget under control, yet he is placing
see it, it is a tax on their pension application. That is wherall the States in a difficult situation. We all have to go
the injustice hits even harder. through a system of repair; we all have to fix up our budgets;
If there is another boom, as there was many years ago wittind we all have to save money. That is important. However,
Poseidon, a person could be wiped out so far as the pensidime Federal policies are not allowing the process of recon-
is concerned and have no money in their pocket and we amgruction to take place before debt burdens are placed on the
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States. For some States it is a question of simply survivinguality of leadership of this country. | am concerned that we
during this period. have in Prime Minister Keating a person who is unfit to

| have some sympathy for the current Governmentgovern this great country. Certainly, | hope that there will be
although, as | said at the beginning, if the State Governmeran uprising and | hope that there will be an attempt by my
had not lost $3 150 million with the State Bank disaster and.iberal colleagues in Canberra to block supply, which |
$350 million with SGIC and if it had not lost all the projects believe is the only way that the Prime Minister can be
that it has lost over the years, we would not be in this difficultbrought to heel. When we do that we might get some sanity
situation, but it would still be pretty tight. and reasonable assistance for the States so that we, too, can

I refer to the role played by the Commonwealth. We havesurvive.
to question seriously a Federal Government such as we have
today. As | mentioned previously, Prime Minister Keating Dr ARMITAGE (Adelaide): | wish briefly to continue
seems to operate with a set of rules that no-one in Australithe theme of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition involving
can understand. He operates for himself and no-one else. Hfee repudiation of promises on the Federal scene which, as
seems to be fighting the old wars that were part and parcel #¥e know, has been carried on in South Australia as well over
the potato famine in Ireland, and he seems to dislike anythinfjie past decade. The reason | wish to carry on that theme is
British. He is dividing and conquering wherever he goes orhat a friend of mine has a child who is involved in a debate,
whatever issue comes before him. That is a particularliand it may even be that that debate is occurring at this
unhealthy state. moment. | was telephoned this morning, being one of the

I made the statement that Prime Minister Keating has #eople they knew as a practising politician, because the
mental problem, and | believe that to be the case. | believéebate was that ‘all politicians are honest or dishonest,
that he does need some psychiatric help, because | have ned@pending on which side of the debate one took’. The fact
seen someone who was so destructive in the way that Hbat this 12-year-old child wished me to confirm was when
operates. He seems to operate from an inner hatred of eitheyr former Prime Minister had said those famous, oft-
himself or other people around him, and | do not believe héepeated and unfortunately easily ignored words ‘No child
is a fit and proper person to hold the highest office in thigwill live in poverty by the year 1990'. I said ‘famous’ words:
country. Specifically, in relation to the last election and theperhaps it would have been better had | said ‘infamous’ or,
promises that were made, we know that they are now beings the member for Mount Gambier says, ‘famous last words’,
broken in substantial form. | suppose, as the Prime Minister It is sad when a 12-year-old boy wants to put into his
would say, ‘No-one ever believed me anyway and we weré€lebate that our Prime Minister, the person to whom Australia
only doing it for election purposes, and we have that right.looks for leadership and whom all Australians, particularly

I do not believe he has that right, and | do not believe thathe youth, should respect, blatantly and unashamedly pulled
the people of Australia or South Australia should tolerate théhe wool over the eyes of the Australian people knowing full
behaviour of the Prime Minister or his incapacity to operatevell that he was doing so at the time. No matter what
the budget in a fair and favourable manner. The Federdepresentations he may make now, everybody knows he was
budget is $16 billion in debt, and there has to be correctiveleluding the people, and it has had effect in 1993—some six
action. That debt has to come down to well below $10 billionyears later—when a 12-year-old boy remembers that fact, and
in the next year, | believe, and then be further retracted oveghat is what he thinks of politics and politicians. The more
time. promises that are repudiated and the more gross and mislead-

To do that he is suggesting that he will allow a taxationing promises that are made and ignored, the more often this
decrease of about $5 billion to be given to certain areas of thig likely to happen.
work force. At the same time he has to reduce the budget In continuing the theme of both the member for Davenport
deficit. That means that we are facing a horror budget, angnd the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, | hope that the
that will not help anyone. | do not believe the Prime MinisterFederal Government will see the light of day in relation to
has the right to place further imposts on motorists in Soutlthis quite bizarre proposal to decrease pensions commensu-
Australia and Australia. We now have a suggestion, whichiate on unrealised capital gains in the share market. The
will probably come to fruition, that sales tax on vehicles will details of members who have shares are on public record in
be increased from 15 per cent to 20 per cent, that petrol tathe House, and there are members on both sides of the House
will be given another slug, that cigarettes will be targeted anavho have owned and done very well out of shares in the past.
that the service and hospitality industry will also be targetedeople who have had that experience realise that a gain is a
for taxation. gain is a gain, only when it is realised.

As mentioned by the member for Davenport, the issue of Anyone who has owned shares—and | believe itis a very
shares and the status of pensioners and retirees in this countgasonable way of helping to create wealth in a country—
is extraordinary with unrealised gains on shares being takeknows only too well that shares go up and down with
into account as revenue for the calculation of pensiormonotonous regularity. To have one's pension docked
benefits. The Prime Minister is really destroying the veryaccording to an unrealised capital gain is doing nothing more
fabric of this country and doing it in a way that will take or less than encouraging people to sell their assets to make
many years to repair. | do not believe that he is being fair taup for the pension decrease, and that, of course, does nothing
the States or the people of South Australia. more than decrease the overall wealth, particularly of retirees

I do not countenance that a Prime Minister can stand upnd pensioners in the community, which of course is another
and talk about massive taxation cuts of about $8 billion wheigomplete antithesis of what our Prime Minister and his
he knows that his budget is in such complete disarray anlinance Ministers were saying immediately prior to 13
then repudiate promises in respect of child care—and thefdarch.
may be other promises on the education front that he is going The Hon. P.B. Arnold interjecting:
to repudiate—and expect the people of South Australia and Dr ARMITAGE: As my colleague the member for
Australia to take it lying down. | am concerned about theChaffey says, it is too big a risk. It is simply stupid and | hope
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that the Federal Government sees its way clear to changingsue as the taxpayers of South Australia expect the
that decision, given the overwhelming anger that this i<sovernment, when it introduces Supply Bills, and those who
creating in the community. | wish briefly to address a matteare supporting a particular Government clearly to explain to
that is causing considerable concern within the Healtlhe people of South Australia the direction in which they
Commission of South Australia, and that is the issue ofntend to lead this community—whether we are to have more
decisions being made and then unmade as part of the awanfithe same or whether they will create some opportunities
restructuring process. so that the young people in this community have a future.
My office has been inundated with letters from people | have listened to the radio in recent days; all sorts of
who work at the Southern Domiciliary Care and statements have been made by one Minister trying to outdo
Rehabilitation Service, which is an excellent service andhe other and various others competing for publicity. It
which | visited recently, and | was delighted to note the caregeminds me somewhat of rats jumping off a sinking ship. This
and concern for the community. Over the last lengthy periodis their final fling. However, the important thing is that at the
a number of people within the award restructuring procesgnd of all of these statements and all the rhetoric, where have
case coordinators in particular, applied for a reclassificatiothey created any employment, any opportunities or any
from PSO1 to PSO2 on 28 July 1992. There have beeimcentives for investment? There is only one thing that will
lengthy individual submissions and interviews with a reviewimprove the welfare of all citizens in this State, and that is a
panel, and so on. On 22 July 1993, a year later, they werghange in the economic climate to create some incentive, give
delighted to be individually notified in writing that their people confidence and create the circumstances where people
applications for review of classification had been successfudan look after themselves. We can have all the social welfare
and approved at the PSO2 level. They were also delighteggrograms in the world and we can treat the disease but, of
that this had been made effective from 1 October 1991. course, the exercise has to be to prevent the disease from
I have been provided with a copy of a letter written by theoccurring.
Executive Director, Human Resources Division of the Health The Hon. P.B. Arnold interjecting:
Commission, Mr Paul Case, dated 19 July 1993 to the Chief Mr GUNN: The other thing is, as the member for Chaffey
Executive Officer of Southern Domiciliary Care in which just points out, that we cannot look after the underprivileged
those details are conveyed. effectively and fairly unless we have a strong, viable,
Unfortunately, on 3 August 1993, about 10 or 12 daysexpanding economy. What this State requires—what this
later, each case coordinator received a second letter advisingtion requires—is an expanding economy. We have to create
them that the classification of case coordinators had beenore. It is not a matter of this nonsense about redistribution
withdrawn pending further discussion between the Southeraf wealth: such things as death taxes, wealth taxes and all
Domiciliary Care and Rehabilitation Service and executivethose non-productive programs which left wing socialists like
management of the Metropolitan Health Services Divisiorto put forward or which certain sections of the welfare
and the Human Resource Division of the South Australiargencies propose, probably for the best of motives, are
Health Commission. | have been provided with a copy of acounterproductive.
letter written by Mr Ray Blight, Executive Director of the =~ We have to encourage people to create more, to invest
Metropolitan Health Services to the same CEO, which stategvisely and to build better companies, whether in agriculture,
Further to correspondence from Mr Paul Case, | am writing tohining or manufacturing—whether in the Riverland or
advise that approval for the classification of case coordinator, PSOfyhether it is the wheat and wool growers in this country
is withdrawn, pending further discussion. Unless they have the ability to produce more, and more
This has created considerable, justifiable and completelgheaply, and put high quality products on the market, we have
understandable confusion, anxiety and anger, because tfig future in this country. All those ministries that are set up
process has been going on since July 1992. Itis now Augu#® stop development and to interfere with management
1993. Surely the Health Commission, with the bureaucrati@rocesses and techniques must be re-assessed, because we
parameters within which it works, has had plenty of time tocannot have a situation where people want to make decisions,
have sufficient negotiations, as Mr Ray Blight asks. Surelyget on and invest, and do things quickly: if we stop those
it does not need further discussions. Surely it does not negeeople, there is no future.
yet more concern to be raised within the community. What | cite a couple of examples. About a fortnight ago |
has gone wrong? received a phone call from a constituent who, to put it mildly,
One has every reason to question the inner processes\gfis most irate. He had just achieved a contract for approxi-
the award restructuring procedures and deals within thenately $2 million to cart salt, which had to be moved by road
Health Commission. One can only ask, if such a mistake cafiains. It was to create 25 jobs. However, some brainstorm in
be made, where there has been 12 months or more to getoine of the departments had refused to issue him with a permit
right, what other mistakes are being made? Is it any wondetp operate those road trains in the most isolated part of the
when $34 million of public money is not spent on people whoState because it was alleged there was some problem with
desperately need operations, that daily we see examplésme corner. When he spoke to me, he was far from im-
where Health Commission processes are simply not up tpressed. People overseas who are buying our products are not
providing the right services and doing the right thing byinterested in our paper shufflers in Government departments.
South Australians? Surely the Minister must take responsi¥ou either deliver on time, or that is it. They are not a bit
bility for that, because the Act says that the Healthinterested in our foolish bureaucracy or our weak Ministers
Commission is the direct responsibility of the Minister. ~ Who have allowed these people to carry on in such an
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable irresponsible fashion.
member’s time has expired. After a few telephone calls, | got the right person and we
had a brief conversation. He clearly got the message and
Mr GUNN (Eyre): | am pleased to participate in this fixed the problem. | do not care whether they have to get their
debate on the Supply Bill, because Supply is an importarteam out late on a Saturday or Sunday—what does it mat-
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ter?—but he issued the man with a permit so that he could gdthere is a choice as to whether we allow people to compete
on with his business. Trucks have to run around the clock. Aen an even basis. | do not hold for one moment that there is
you know, Mr Deputy Speaker, if the Japanese sign an equal playing field. It is nonsense. It does not make
contract, they want the goods delivered. They do not wareéconomic sense and it is not in the interests of this country.

their ships stuck in ports. Hop_efully, this will be the _first of Inthe past we have been able to mitigate to some degree
many. Those 25 people who did not have a regular job wergome of the outrageous barriers that have been put in the way
not interested in a stupid permit regarding a road at the back industry by having a sensible and sympathetic taxation
of Penong; they wanted those jobs and | wanted them to hawgstem in this State which allowed people to consider their
jobs, too. . . future. We gave them accelerated depreciation allowances,
However, it should not come to that. The attitude of thegng 5o on. People could also buy Australian-made goods.
person in the department should be, “You do not meet th@ney have now done away with them. Consider what has
criteria. However, we are going to fix it for you. We are notpappened to manufacturing in this country. People cannot
going to say "No" and stop the whole thing." What a foolish eyen afford to buy new equipment. Farmers and other groups
escapade! That is just one of many of the problems tha{aye to buy second-hand Government vehicles, because the
members face. This country must stop such nonsense and @y persons we see driving around the country in new

on with producing things more quickly and cheaply. If not, commercial vehicles are people in Government departments.
we will not have 30 per cent of young people employed; it

will become worse.

tQ.';e of ttl?e ]yvg?rst a;spects of this recession alndtla?kkoz;bout unemployment and refute some of the erroneous
activity Is the lajlure to encourage young people 10 1ak&; o mants that have been made by members opposite in the
apprenticeships. It concerns me greatly that fewer and fequ

X ; ; X Ast week or two. First, | want to mention the Government's
peoplej are undertaking apprenticeships. Obviously, WE algonomic statement Meeting the Challenge, which was
not building for the future. In our rural towns and regional y

t inth twe hadal ber of f hi released in April. This document was well received in the
centres, In the past we had a large number o farm Machinely, ., o,y nity but was criticised by the Opposition. It is easy in
agencies and trades which employed apprentices. There h

been cutbacks at Port Augusta in ETSA, the railways an f)position to sit back, to criticise, to be negative, and to carp

; ) . nd carry on when they do not have to deliver. Where is their
BHP with regard to apprenticeships. When young peopl&.,nqmic “statement? The Government has put out an
B%rgglset\?véhﬁ;:l:r;pIr:rntg:esorglpz% th:g Ir:aaviigovmfors tr? t%%conomic statement for criticism, but we do not see the
system, we shall not P?avg any trgdegme% ingf;uture gnd v\%ﬁposﬂon’s economic statement. Indeed, itis conspicuous
shall return to having to bring in such people from overseas. Its a §ence. ) .
| believe that everything possible should be done to encour- 1he history of this State and at Federal level is that
age people to acquire practical as well as academic qualificonservative Parties seem to be able to govern successfully
tions. There appears to be a lack of understanding. 18Nd control economies only when there is rapid economic
Australia, we shall still require people to get out in the wind,9rowth and things are all go, such as post-world wars or post-

the dust and the heat and get some grease on them as wéficessions and depressions, when things are building anyway.
because we need practical people. However, as soon as we get into difficult times—recessions

As | indicated last week, if we had had more practical®" world wars—we get Labor socialist Governments coming
people in this Parliament, particularly on the Government™ not only in this country but in other countries, because
side, perhaps they would not have gone down the road to ruffi€y are the only ones that seem to be able to pull the country
as quickly as they have done. This country achieved it§ack onto the rails and get the economy moving. We have
greatest success and best standards of living during tmgly to read Ol_Jrh|story bo_oks to see that '_that is the S|tuat_|on.
Menzies-Playford era. We had many practical down-to-earth i & fact of life. People in our community are not stupid.
people running Government departments and they wantethey realise this and we shalllsee at the next State election
people to succeed. They were not so concerned aboma,t the Arnold Government will be returned with a healthy
affirmative action and that sort of program. At the end of theMajority.
day, how many jobs has that created? Not one. However, it | should like now to refer to unemployment. Both State
has certainly interfered and been a costly exercise. and Federal Labor Governments have borne the brunt of the

As far as | am concerned, the most important thing that thélame for the tragic and unacceptably high levels of unem-
Government can do with the money that this House willployment that are being experienced at this time. Itis a tragic
appropriate to it under the Supply Bill is to assist industry tolevel of unemployment. But this criticism is unfair for three
develop and employ people. We need to understand clearhgasons, to which | shall come later. The member for Kavel
that the tax system has to be changed. There are too masgid that unemployment is the result of Government policies,
imposts on industry and commerce. | suppose all membetaxes and charges, and regulations. These factors have some
have received the submission from the Institute of Charteretinpact, but very minor, in the overall employment situation.
Accountants. | have been reading my copy today. It clearlyThere have to be regulations. The majority of people are law
indicates the sorts of imposts and blockages which are put iabiding when they drive their vehicles on our roads. How-
the way of industry. The Minister of Primary Industries ever, because some are not, laws have to be made to keep
knows that agriculture in Australia has been efficient andhem under control. That, therefore, makes life difficult for
effective. It requires a bit of commonsense from thethe vast majority of people who do the right thing. It is the
Government, but the Commonwealth Government has madsame in industry. There have to be regulations, taxes and
a number of foolish decisions in its early days, because it isharges, and legislation to protect society from the crooks.
driven by the politics of envy and the socialist outlook with Most employers are responsible, hard working, honest
which most of them come in. They immediately set out topeople, but we have to legislate and regulate to control the
take away benefits to industry. What is the result? Disastecrooks, and good employers are penalised accordingly.

Mr De LAINE (Price): |should like to say a few words
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I should like to touch on the three main reasons why wehan 6 000. Yet, despite that loss of over 21 000 jobs in just
have record unemployment. The first is that the work forceone Company they are producing more and better quality
and work practices have undergone immense changes @ars, and this is because of technology. | was a mechanical
recent times. We have more women in the work force, wealesign draftsman for some 20 years, and we had over 120
have more people registered for employment, we have momechanical design draftsmen working for General Motors.
and more people working overtime, and we have moréow there are five or six each sitting at a computer aided
efficiencies in relation to flexible working hours—flexitime, design machine, and they churn out as much work in one day
and so on. While the Opposition and the media say that was the others would do in a month.
have this dreadful and tragic unemployment, as we do have, Mr Meier: Which model did you design last?
we also have record employment in this State in terms of the Mr De LAINE: Right up until—
number of people who are employed. We have more people An honourable member: The one that you were driving?
employed now than ever before in this State’s history. They Mr Meier interjecting:
never quote that; they quote only the negative side about there Mr De LAINE: No, before that. | forget the last one in
being record unemployment, but we have indeed recordhich I took part, but that is the situation: not as much tool
employment. design is done now. Nevertheless, that is nearly another 120

The second factor is competition from exports, and we aljobs that have gone down the drain. Technology is wonderful
know that these sorts of pressures and competition within thieut it is taking jobs.
country and the State are keeping prices and profits down. | Another example are the waterside workers from my area
agree with the member for Kavel when he said the other dagf Port Adelaide. Thirty years ago there were over 3 000
that ‘profit’ should not be a dirty word. | agree with that. waterside workers, and today there are fewer than 100. Yet,
There must be profits for business, especially small businesgespite that, more cargo is coming in and out of Port Adelaide
to survive. Certainly those profits are being affected by théhan ever before in the State’s history. That includes the days
need to keep prices down, to compete and to compet&hen ships used to be tied up three or four deep at the
specifically with other countries. wharves and waiting out at the anchorage. There is still more

One area that is subject to some Government control ifarg0 _coming in but, of course, containerisation and
policy is that of protection which is given to the motor t€chnology once again claim nearly another 3 000 jobs, as
vehicle industry, for instance. What did the Opposition do in"Vell as the supporting 40-odd shipping companies that used
this regard? They opposed it. They do not support thé0 Service those. .
retention of tariffs to protect the motor vehicle industry in Another example is the local garbage collection. There
South Australia. The ALP has a policy of retaining 15 perus_ed to be four people on a truck, and now there is one person
cent, and the Opposition wants to go down to zero, so the ith a mechgnlc_al lifter a_ttached to the truck. The bowls
do not put their money where their mouth is in that regaro|_clubs are putting in synthetic greens, and the greenkeepers are

: osing their jobs. This is the situation right across the board,
Recently, the member for Chatfey, who is a grapegroweljﬂ d it is completely out of the control of Governments. This

said that the price that he gets for his grapes these days is 0! f technol diti thing that G

sixth of what he got 10 years ago. That is an indication of théS etcaLuse ? tect no Olgy an dl hlsl somet I_ngb %h (Invern-f

situation we are faced with. | sympathise with the member fof '€NtS Ve to try 10 pick up and h€lp create jobs. The OS.SC_’
bs, | am emphasising, is not the fault of Government policy:

Chaffey and the people whom he represents, as | do for mal is happening because we live in the real world and these

other people in small business. Some of the most anti-smd

business people are big companies and monopolies-S! anges are thrust upon us. | believe that there are two classes

certainly not the Government—some of which are screwin f_people in our society NOW: people without a job and people
the companies to the wall, getting their prices down. ith two, three or four jobs. How often do we see people

Th . d d th fact ¢ stressed up by working exorbitant amounts of overtime to
€ primary producers and the manufacturers o man)(eep up with the pressure of their jobs when there should be

: - . Yfore workers put on to do those jobs? If the jobs were spread
They produce the items and get practically nothing for the”but, | am surg there would beJ work for e]verybody. FC))ne

because they are being screwed to the wall by some of thesg i jar company | heard about recently had 120 people
big companies and having to compete with overseas expor orking for them and now they have 14

Many of the middle men get a lot of the profits but the actual The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!l The honourable
people who do the hard work and produce or grow the gOOdﬁ]ember’s time has expired ' '
get practically nothing. | can certainly sympathise with them Motion carried. '
in thatregard. _ o Bill taken through its remaining stages.
The third point is the impact of technology, which is by
far, in my view, the biggest factor in unemployment. As ADJOURNMENT
members would know, | worked for General Motors-Holden
for many years. In about 1978 about 27 000 employees were At 4.30 p.m. the House adjourned until Tuesday 17
working for General Motors, and today the figure is fewerAugust at 2 p.m.



