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the application, take into account the interests of any other licensee
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY in respect of the pipeline.

Clause 6: Amendment of s. 80m—Alteration of pipeline
Thursday 7 October 1993 This clause makes a consequential amendment by virtue of the
proposal to move to a licensing system in respect of extensions to

The SPEAKER (Hon. N.T. Peterson)ook the Chair at  €Xisting pipelines.
10.30 am. and read prayers. Mr S.J. BAKER secured the adjournment of the debate.

PETROLEUM (PIPELINE LICENCES) STATE LOTTERIES (INSTANT LOTTERIES)
AMENDMENT BILL AMENDMENT BILL
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Deputy Premier) The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Treasurer) obtained

obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act to amend thé€ave and introduced a Bill for an Act to amend the State
Petroleum (Pipeline Licences) Act 1940. Read a first time Lotteries (Instant Lotteries) Act 1966. Read a first time.

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | move: The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | move:

That this Bill be now read a second time. That this Bill be now read a second time.
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertégeek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
in Hansardwithout my reading it. in Hansardwithout my reading it.

Leave granted. Leave granted.

In May the Government announced a proposal to supply natural Legal action was recently taken in New South Wales over the
gas by pipeline to industries in the Riverland and Murray Bridge. ltwording of an instant money ticket. The basis of the New South
is proposed that the pipeline commence at Angaston from an offtaké/ales case was that the use of the words ‘match 3 numbers’ could
of the Moomba to Adelaide pipeline owned by the Pipelinesbe taken to mean that a prize was payable if the ticket showed three
Authority of South Australia (PASA). It will be mainly of 114 mm pairs of numbers rather than three identical numbers.
diameter and have a capacity of up to 5 terrajoules of natural gas per Notwithstanding the fact that it has been commonly understood
day. throughout the community that three identical numbers are required

Extensive public consultation has occurred with regard to then order to win a prize, the New South Wales court found in favour
proposed route and design of the pipeline and the reaction has beefithe player. The action succeeded on a technicality, even though
generally favourable. A number of comments have been receiveihe New South Wales wording was consistent with an international
which are being incorporated into the final design parameters.  convention for the determination of winning tickets. The court

This pipeline will initially supply gas to Berri and Murray Bridge indicated that the legislature could take action to protect the New
and may be extended to Renmark and Loxton if the economics provgouth Wales Government against any consequences which might
favourable. Gas supply will commence in late 1994 with up to terflow from the ruling.
industries connected by this time. The project meets the The purpose of this amendment to the State Lotteries Act is to
Government's objective of bringing forward important infrastructuredefine quite clearly what constitutes a winning ticket in an instant
projects. lottery. The definition is consistent with what has always been

The pipeline is to be constructed and operated by PASA buintended by the Lotteries Commission and clearly understood by
owned by the Gas Company and is an excellent example of thelayers.
public and private sector working together to provide infrastructure  Itis necessary to apply this legislation retrospectively to protect
which is vital for the future of regional South Australia. the public revenue and the community from opportunistic claims.

The Petroleum Act 1940 provides for the licensing of petroleumSeveral other State Governments have indicated their intention to
pipelines. However this Act does not currently provide for theintroduce similar legislation.
separate licensing of a pipeline which does not commence in the Clause 1: Short title
vicinity of a petroleum field. _ ~ Clause 2: Commencement and application

The amendments provide that the proposed Riverland pipeline  This clause provides that the Bill will be taken to have come into
can be separately licensed to the Gas Company and allows f@peration on the day on which the State Lotteries Act 1966 came into
separate licensing of future necessary pipeline extensions where thggeration. It also provides that the Bill applies to proceedings
is considered appropriate. It also provides that the Minister mustommenced before or after its introduction but does not affect any
consult with any pipeline licensee where there is a proposal for a nefihal judgment obtained in proceedings before that date.
pipeline to connect into that licensee’s existing facilities. Industry  Clause 3: Insertion of s.17A—Instant lottery tickets
has been consulted during the drafting of the Bill and has indicated The new section settles any potential confusion about the

support. ) meaning of the words ‘Match 3 and win’, or the like, in instant
Clause 1: Short title lottery tickets. The section provides that the wording means that
This clause is formal. ) three of the same symbol must appear on the panel on the ticket for
Clause 2: Amendment of s.80ca—Interpretation it to be a winning ticket (rather than three pairs of symbols as was

This amendment clarifies that the pipeline licensing provisionseld in relation to similar wording iState Lotteries Office v Burgin
extend to cases where a person causes a pipeline to be construc{R&w unreported)). The section also provides that statements in
or operated. Furthermore, a reference to a pipeline under Part 1B @idvertising or promotional material relating to an instant lottery will
the Act is to extend to a case involving part of a pipeline. Newpe taken to be of similar effect.
subsection (2)(b) clarifies what is meant by an ‘extension’ to a
pipeline. ;

Clause 3: Substitution of s.80d Mr S.J. BAKER secured the adjournment of the debate.

This clause will enable a licence to be granted in respect of a part

of a pipeline. The application will be in the nature of an application APPROPRIATION BILL
to vary an existing licence, or a new application for a separate
licence. Adjourned debate on the question:

Clause 4: Amendment of s.80e—Mode of application for licence . . .
This clause makes a consequential amendment to section 80e pf That the proposed expenditures referred to Estimates Committees

the Act to promote consistency between that section and thg and B be agreed to.

definition of ‘pipeline’ under section 80ca (as amended by this (Continued from 6 October. Page 763.)

measure).

. Iigggse 5: Amendment of s.80g—Factors relevant to the grant of Mr BECKER (Hanson): | have said this before and I wil
This clause provides that where an application for a pipelineSay It again— S

licence relates to part of a pipeline, the Minister must, in considering The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
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Mr BECKER: The Deputy Premier has a lot to answeron the priority list of the South Australian Housing Trust.
for to the taxpayers of South Australia, because he is one dthe Housing Trust can say, ‘Well, there might a seven, eight
the main culprits who has turned the Budget Estimates intor nine year wait, depending on what location these people
a farce. First of all, the budget itself was a very fraudulenwant. So the whole situation has been an absolute disaster.
document; it is a document that | do not believe will come out  Mr Ferguson: What'’s your policy?
as presented to the Parliament. The whole document was a Mr BECKER: The member for Henley Beach asks what
typical example of how the Public Service is running theour policy is. My own personal policy is that a change of
State of South Australia. It is a typical example of how toGovernment will save taxpayers millions of dollars. It will
confuse the taxpayers by creating all new departmentgreate confidence in this State, unheralded. There will be this
shuffling the chairs around on the deck of the sinking Titanimew confidence in South Australia and the new opportunities
of the Government. More importantly, it is a document thatwill come forward where private enterprise will get the kick-
set out to create confusion within the Public Service, becausstart to create the jobs, which will create the wealth and
there are so many public servants in that middle administravhich will create the benefits for the people who deserve
tion level who are scared stiff about their futures at thethem.
present moment under the present the Government, because,Mr Ferguson interjecting:
do not forget, about 3 600 jobs have been made redundant. Mr BECKER: Well, for the benefit of the member for

They were able to come up with a clever plan of reorganHenley Beach, my policy on housing is that | very strongly
ising super-departments and the whole structure of the Publgupport and have always supported the South Australian
Service and administration in this State so there is totaHousing Trust. Itis one of the greatest success stories in this
confusion. You can ring some public departments today an8tate.
even if you can get through to the Minister’s staff nobody Mr Ferguson: Yes, but you will be out voted.
seems to know which department is where, or where some of The SPEAKER: Order!
the subsidiary departments or statutory authorities are located Mr BECKER: You never know what | might get up to,
at the moment. So, there is this period of confusion. | saw ibecause it is my desire that we not have a waiting list. Had
back in 1979 when there was a change of Government, angle not lost this $3 150 million, we could have built the
history has repeated itself; it is the greatest way for the Publiaccommodation that is required by the 42 000 people on the
Service to defend itself. current waiting list, and | said that to Marcus Clark time after

Itis a typical Public Service bureaucracy gone mad, wheréme. Why are we fooling around opening branches all over
you have a weak, wimpy Administration. Gone are the reallythe world? Why did we have a branch in the Cayman Islands?
strong Ministers that we have seen in the State over the palsiow many staff were employed in the State Bank in the
30-odd years—Ministers who were able to command respe€ayman Islands? | got a stupid look from the executive staff
and control their departments. That has all gone: the Dunstaf the State Bank when | asked that question. | got a stupid
era wrecked all that. response, too. It was not until we asked further questions that

The Hon. H. Allison: They can't even buy respect. we found out that the Cayman Islands branch of the State

Mr BECKER: The member for Mount Gambier is quite Bank was a post office box number. Of course, the Cayman
right. So, because of this wimpy, weak leadership certaitslands are a great tax haven; that is where all the crook
persons within the Public Service have had a field day. Thegnoney in the world is laundered and that is where all the drug
have created the situation whereby this current Governmemioney, criminal funds and the oil money is poured. No-one
is answerable to certain Public Service administrators, andiould have a clue what kind of money is transferred into and
they are the ones who are well and truly in control. When thabut of the Cayman Islands.
happens there is danger; we have a situation where anything It is a tragedy to think that interest paid by the taxpayers
could occur. of South Australia is now finding its way into criminal hands

It is almost as though the history of the State Bank ishrough some of these spurious organisations. If it is analysed
repeating itself: we have not learnt a thing. The warning signfully, it is an absolute tragedy that this interest is being paid
were there in 1985 when | asked the first question as to whigy the long-suffering taxpayers of South Australia while
the State Bank of South Australia was lending $50 million onpeople are being denied affordable housing, beds in hospitals
a shopping centre in Geelong. The principle was there. If wavhen they want them and the opportunity to obtain worth-
had surplus finances in South Australia, why were wevhile employment. Let us worry not only about the people
transferring those finances to another State? They were thého are unemployed—such as the 20 per cent in parts of the
warning signs. Over that period | asked about 22 questionsiew electorate of Peake—but also the people who are under
On many occasions | was told not to ask questions. On margmployed. There are tens of thousands of people in South
occasions | was put down as destabilising the bank; that Australia who have a job of some kind, but it is not to their
could cause a run on the bank or a loss of confidence in thgatisfaction. They are the people who are under employed.
bank. But all the way through—and members of the PublidMe are not using the talents of these people to the best
Accounts Committee knew this—I kept expressing myadvantage of the State’s resources. That is a terrible waste of
concern that there was something wrong, that this place waspportunity as far as South Australia is concerned. | cannot
heading for trouble. accept the way in which the Government has prepared and

Unfortunately, we know what the result was. | do not wantpresented this budget or the way in which the Public Service
to gloat about it. | feel terrible about it—to think that we have has manipulated the Ministers into doing this.
lost $3 150 million, that the interest bill is mounting up year ~ We then come to the greatest farce of all time, because it
after year and that it could end up as much as $4 000 milliomwas | who pushed David Tonkin, time after time, month after
in losses, including the interest. There are all the losmonth, to establish the budget Estimates Committees for the
opportunities and lost jobs. Day after day people come int®arliament. Let us not return to the ridiculous situation we
my electorate office looking for affordable accommodation.had where members of Parliament would question Ministers
We cannot offer it. We can only say, ‘We will try to get you day after day, night after night. When | first entered this
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House we would be here until 3, 4 or 5o’clock in the a Government that is prepared to cooperate with the House
morning going through the budget line by line. in that respect. So, the Government stands condemned. It was
Mr S.G. Evans interjecting: a wonderful exercise and opportunity to be on the Estimates
Mr BECKER: As the member for Davenport says, all Committee of the Minister of Business and Regional
members could participate, so that was one benefit, but tHeevelopment (the member for Briggs). It seemed as though
whole idea of having budget Estimates Committees was fdne wanted to be the expert on everything. Again he showed
members of Parliament, who were selected by their parliahis prowess as a press secretary or former journalist, a former
mentary Party or Caucus as its representatives, to examine th@nder of the Premier and the Premier’'s Department in days
budget Estimates in greater detail, and it gave them accessgone by, in that no-one was allowed to query certain aspects
the public servants. What has happened during the life of thef Government operation, particularly the Grand Prix.
Labor Governments in this State over the past 11 years is that | am a self-confessed petrol head—I love the Grand Prix,
the public servants have been cut out. The Deputy Premier jJove motor sport and | would do anything to support and
here—it could be seen that even some of his advisers weehcourage and keep the Grand Prix here. | want to make it the
busting to give information. They had worked for weeks,pest in the world, and it has already won many awards and
days and nights preparing answers, information and explarccolades. However, | cannot justify the huge expenditure
ations on various lines regarding their budget, but they werghat goes into operating and managing the Grand Prix, and |
not given the opportunity to answer questions, because thselieve that we as members of Parliament have the right to
Minister hogged the whole show and treated it in a veryask the Minister and members of the Grand Prix Board
paranoid fashion. If someone asked a question, the responggestions that are being put to us by members of the public.
was, ‘They're not entitled to that information so we won't Not everyone in South Australia will go along with the Grand
give it; we'll skirt all around the issue and we just will not prix: there is always a certain percentage, whether it be 20 or
provide the information.’ 30 per cent, who are not happy with it.

Thatin itself is a reflection on Parliament. Itis time that  \yis gre entitled to know why certain costs are being
tclge taxpayers of South A(l;strzglla were a%\lnsed hthat th';?’naintained,why there is a continual loss with the Grand Prix
Tr(]).veglment IS nott preﬁare ttot e ac::om:nt?h e tcf)ft ?[ Ft)ﬁotp Snd why we are not attracting the overseas visitors we should

Is Government makes statements to the effect that §o attracting. What are we doing to promote this event
believes in accountability and that it will do this and that, bmworldwide” | do not know just how much we are doing
when it comes to the real crunch there is no such thing agec5 e it seems very difficult to find out, since no-one is

X . : . g ; -~ game to tell you very much. Itis a shame when leaked reports
sit on their public servant advisers. One Minister, in partlcu-il y y b

. . . S . ~~"of the Economic and Finance Committee are given to the
lar, takes very little advice from his advisers: that information ;. i days before it is due to be tabled in the Parliament—
has already been provided to members on this side of the S
House. It was a tragedy that questions were asked by AN honourable member interjecting:
members, be they of a technical or sensitive nature, and Mr BECKER: The honourable member says ‘leaked
answered by Ministers who would not give their advisers arieport’. Members of the committee know that the report s to
opportunity to respond. be tabled today, yet | read more information in Aubvertiser

If we are going to improve the budget Estimates Commitand theSunday Maithan | think we have discussed in the
tees—and | hope that we have the opportunity to review thagommittee on some occasions, and | am getting a little tired
system within the next six months—my advice to theOf this. That, again, is a reflection on all the members of the
Government of the day would be that Ministers be virtuallycommittee. We read in the paper this morning that what we
removed from the whole process; that members of Parliamefigve been led to believe are two employees of the Grand Prix
be given the opportunity to ask questions directly of theBoard are having their salaries paid into a company. | do not
public servants and not of the Minister. Until we can askknow how you can pay someone $165 000 for one of those
questions of the pub“c servant who is responsib|e for @OSItIOﬂS on'the Grand Prix Board: | am abSOlUt'ely amazed
particular line or program, | do not think we will ever get atthe very high level of the salary. But then we find out that
true, open government. It is important that we have afhat remuneration goes to a company, no doubt to minimise
informed Parliament; it is important that we have an informedhe taxation for that person; all we are doing is aiding and
Government membership; and it is important that we have a@betting tax dodges, and that is not on. | believe the Grand
informed Opposition in this Parliament, as well as the publidrix can be improved; we can run it at a profit and it would
itself. be more beneficial to the State.

The only way that we can do that is to question the public | liken the Grand Prix to the World Swimming Champion-
servant rather than the Minister, because the Minister will acships that were held in Perth in January 1991. That was a
as a censor. The Minister will say, ‘That is too sensitive: dovonderful carnival and | believe the Western Australian
not release that’, or the Minister will axe out information, Government lost about $11 million. It had to build about four
pass a note to one of his own colleagues and get a Dorothgtympic-size swimming pools and improve and develop an
Dix question that way. If there is any opportunity for a existing pool, and after the World Swimming Championships
member of the Opposition to raise a point or to obtainit had to fill in a couple of those pools. The fact that contri-
information that may be beneficial to him, her or the electorbuted to such a huge loss was that 900 journalists and media
ate, you can bet your socks that the Minister of the day wilfepresentatives came in from all over the world to attend that
ensure that that member of Parliament is not provided witlevent. That gives us some idea of the number of people who
the information. It is censorship at its worst; it is discrimina-are involved, and when we are talking about 2 700 people
tion at its worst; and it destroys the whole basis of the budgetoming to the Grand Prix from Europe and overseas, we want
estimates procedure. to know the number of people who are coming in as media

That, in the Westminster parliamentary system, is amepresentatives, pit crews, backup support and whatever. That
absolute shame. It is a disgrace to think that we do not havis where the system seems to be falling down.
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We have to do more. We have to be prepared to accept all Mr Ferguson interjecting:
these people who come in. It was amazing to sit in the Mr D.S. BAKER: | will back it up with a few facts and
grandstand at the World Swimming Championships wherguote from something. In addition, there is ample opportuni-
there was reserved seating for 900 media representativesty; while that restructuring is going on, to combine some of
and they took more than one seat, | might add. We have to tke commercial duties and obligations of both ETSA and
looking at using this as a focal point to bring people in onE&WS, such as the sending out of accounts and collection of
package tours and then keep them here for much longer thamoney. All those things can be done at a grassroots level that
they are staying. would be beneficial to the taxpayers of South Australia.
That brings me to the whole point of tourism. | do not  This House would recall and should know that ETSA is
think we do anywhere near enough to promote Soutlbeing used as a cash cow by this Government; it rips about
Australian or to encourage the right tourist development ir$120 million out of the electricity consumers of South
this State. We have to have the international hotels, but waustralia to put into general revenue. Of course, that is a
need to have them linked up with international airlines. If thesurcharge on their electricity bills and the Government claims
Ramada Grand Hotel could not bring in part of a jumbo jetthat this restructuring has been going on.
load a week, | would be surprised. | think we need to get onto | quoted from the Backhouse report, which says ‘Change
the Holiday Inn groups: they are the type of tour operators wer perish’ and which was written before the merger was
need to encourage to come here. We might have to give theahnounced and released to the Government after the merger
tax benefits, we might have to give them some land on whichad been announced. So it went on right through that period.
to build their facilities, but if we can get them coming in— In fact, in the executive summary, this report is absolutely
Mr Ferguson interjecting: damning of the inefficiencies that go on within ETSA—and
Mr BECKER: We do not need runway extensions: 767sreforms are necessary. In fact, it says that with the advent of
will carry enough people. But we need to attract airlinesa national grid ETSA will lose many of its customers to

willing to— interstate suppliers of electricity if it does not become
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time nationally competitive in its practices and efficiencies in this
has expired. State. It also states that if we want to secure our major

customers—that is, those customers who use over 10 mega-

Mr D.S. BAKER (Victoria): The honourable member watts—we will have to sign some contracts pretty quickly
who has just spoken indicated how frustrating it is to reviewpefore the national grid is established, because under the
the estimates. Estimates Committees could be a Veryational grid guidelines those people will have the power to
productive time for not only the Government of the day butnegotiate as major users of power in South Australia with an
also the Opposition of the day, if only the Ministers were notelectricity generator or supplier from another State, because
on an ego trip to answer all the questions themselves. Somewill all go into the national grid, as it does in many other
very competent officers attend on those days and there is@untries.
tremendous amount of preparation, as the former speaker has This report states that, because ETSA's overheads are so
said, in making sure that they have at their fingertips thear out of kilter and need so much reform, it costs $350 per
answers that may be required to questions from both sides ghy per worker in annual operating costs before he or she
the Committees. However, the system falls down badly whegrives out of the gate. It goes on to say that it would be very
Ministers want to make ministerial and political statementsitficult for this division ever to compete with the private
in every answer and when they will not allow their ministerial sector based on these figuresl So those reforms must take
advisers to answer the questions. place. In his reply, the Minister said that it was an old report,

So we had the farcical situation in two of the Estimateshat it was commenced two years ago, that we should not take
Committees of which | was a member when the Minister ofmuch notice of it and that when we put all these things
Primary Industries, Mr Groom, got upset after he made gogether they will all be fixed. Unfortunately, this report went
prepared opening statement because there was an off-the-cyff to be very scathing about reforms that were put in place
response. We had the farce where we sat there all day froghd had not happened. The report states:
11 o'clockin the morning until 10 o'clock at nightreceiving |, 1991 the ETSA board and senior management endorsed
a barrage of political diatribe and we asked very few queSmicro-restructuring recommendations for the CSS division that were
tions. In fact, both sides suffered mortally because of inactiointended to achieve the following:
by that Minister. It goes on to refer to greater emphasis on planning, utilisation

Of course, we had the spectacle relating to questions abogf” appropriate locations and streamlining of customer
ETSA, when a certain report—from which | will quote in a ggpyices.

moment—was quoted. The ministerial officers were notrnis confidential report said:
a".O\.Ned tp answer questions about that rgport arjd the However, our tentative approach and stop-start change program
Mlnlster himself ducked and weaved th rot,!gh it anq said thai'ias meant that today, nearly two years later, we have not achieved
it was not relevant. However, he was saying that it was no4 great deal of change. Our people at level 5, not yet appointed,
relevant when this Government has tried to force through thigre extremely disillusioned. They don’t know their new roles or their
Parliament the merger of the E&WS Department and ETSAnes of business.
on the pretext that it will be cost-efficient for the taxpayersit says that if the change does not happen the future of this
of South Australia. division and other divisions in ETSA would have to be at risk
We on this side of the House have made very clear, andn entering the national grid. The Minister’s response to all
I have made very clear and very public, that, until both thosehis was that we will not go into the national grid unless
organisations are efficiently run and until the restructuringeveryone in South Australia is protected. To hell with the
that has gone in the past is finished, we should not eveelectricity consumers; to hell with our major users; and to hell
contemplate on behalf of the taxpayers of South Australiavith attracting more business to South Australia by affording
putting those two entities together. them the cheapest electricity available through the national
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grid. The Minister said, ‘Let’s go on muddling through and, he would not announce that figure because it had not been
when we have muddled through and if these changesnnounced previously was a blatant attempt, in my opinion,
eventually take place, only then will we go into the nationalto mislead that committee.
grid.’” That is an indictment on the Government for two  Primary industry in South Australia, on anyone’s assess-
reasons: first, that it has not been prepared to push throughent, is at its lowest ebb since the last depression in 1932.
the reforms that are necessary in ETSA to lower our electriciPeople are being forced off their land in large numbers.
ty tariffs in South Australia, and part of that of course is theAccording to people employed by the Government in
sum of over $100 million per annum that the Governmentounselling services, the greatest problem now is not more
sucks out of electricity consumers in South Australia intocredit, not more help but just food on the tables.
general revenue as a hidden tax; and secondly, it will not When we have a State that is proudly agriculturally based
allow ETSA to go into that national grid, not on commercialand has been over many years and when our producers of
reasons but because of lack of management by theealth are in that situation and it is not recognised by a
Government. Government, it shows how much it cares for those people
So, it is paramount that we do not allow the joining who are desperately trying to survive and to look after their
together of E&WS and ETSA until these necessary reform&milies and about the provision of jobs for the people who
take place and we have cheaper electricity in this State whicére left in rural areas.
will allow people and business to be attracted to South One of the problems that we always have on this side of
Australia in order to create jobs. Here we are: we have recortthe House is that when we have meetings with representatives
unemployment levels in this State and businesses are goimg the banks they tell us that everything is under control; no-
interstate and overseas to New Zealand. According to thene is being forced off their land; people are being well
latest population figures it is very obvious that we have thdooked after; and they intend, in the future, to make sure that
lowest population growth in Australia, and people are leavinghey help contribute to South Australia’s rural future.
South Australia on a daily basis because there is no incentive The Hon. B.C. Eastick: That is the three card trick.
to stay here. | am not going to say that is the reason why we Mr D.S. BAKER: Yes, and it has been going on for 10
should have an election—to give them incentive. Howeveryears. | asked the State Bank Manager, Mr Ted Johnson,
the facts demonstrate it, and all the waffling that goes orHow many people are in trouble in South Australia?’ He
from the other side trying to cover up the failures of the pasvery proudly said, ‘Look, we have 3 000 rural accounts in
will not get away from the basic fact: unless we provide anSouth Australia and we are very proud of them. In fact, in the
incentive for business in South Australia and unless oubad bank we have only three accounts in South Australia in
Government-run entities run efficiently in this State, we will trouble. In the so-called good bank'—I use that word
not attract people or businesses; we will not retain businesseaglvisedly—‘we have 26 people in trouble and nine of those
and there will not be any jobs, as is shown quite clearly in oumay have to leave the land.’ He did not say ‘with dignity’. He
population growth, which is the lowest in Australia. said ‘may have to leave the land’. We have been told this by
We also had the farce that occurred when we asked thibat bank before. That is absolutely contrary to what those
Minister to tell us how much was budgeted in the SAFAof us who look after rural electorates are being told. | went
budget for a contribution from the Electricity Trust of South on to ask—and it is quite important for everyone to note the
Australia for the financial year ending 30 June 1994. Heanswer to this question—the manager of the State Bank,
ducked and weaved around the question, we kept asking thBoes that mean that people who are getting letters from the
guestion and finally he said that, as it had not been supplieState Bank saying "We will no longer honour your cheques;
in the past he would not supply it now, and that it was anin other words, if you present a cheque, it will be dishon-
outrageous question. oured", are not in trouble?’ The answer was devastating. He
However, when | checked last year’s budget | found thasaid, ‘Of course they are not in trouble. All that means is that
an amount of $95 million was provided in the budget as anwve would like to have a chat to them.
estimate of the payment from ETSA to SAFA for the So, all the business people in South Australia who deal
financial year ended 30 June 1993. Then the Minister had theith the State Bank and who have received those letters from
temerity to say, ‘| do not know why the shadow Minister the bank saying, ‘Look, if you present your cheques we will
wants to know this, because it is only an estimate and itlishonour them, should not think they are in trouble, because
cannot be accurate.’ This has gone on for years: the estimatéite State Bank very publicly in the committee has stated that
profit of ETSA has been announced in the budget, togethdghey are not in trouble. | want to give hope to all South
with the contribution that is going to be sucked out by theAustralians, whichever bank they are in. They should make
Government into SAFA. a personal appointment to see Mr Johnson and say, ‘You said
What is the Minister trying to hide? An election is you will dishonour our cheques. Here is your letter. Can we
imminent. Why would he not want to declare the estimatedit down and talk about it because you told the Estimates
profit of ETSA or the impediment on electricity consumersCommittee that we are not in trouble?.’
it will impose in the next 12 months? Why would he be That is one of the problems. The Primary Industries
hiding that? Is something going on in ETSA so that theyMinister in South Australia has listened to the banks for the
cannot suck this contribution out in future years, or is hepast few years and has not found out what is really happening
trying to make sure that this figure is hidden because it main rural South Australia. The banks are saying there is no
have to be raised to maintain the SAFA ‘alleged’ profits—problem. It is about time the Primary Industries Minister went
and | use that word advisedly—that go into general revenueut and mixed with those people who are in desperate straits
By not declaring it, it allows the Government once again teand who are having their cheques dishonoured, and see the
fudge the financial accounts in South Australia. anguish on their faces and the disruption that is being caused
The Hon. B.C. Eastick: Not very open government, is it? to those families. If he does so, he will be able to see that
Mr D.S. BAKER: Not very open government. For the there is no food on the table in many of those households, and
Minister to attempt to mislead that committee by saying thathen he will be able to do something about it.
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The Minister’s rural counsellors are telling him that theresuch as this that the Housing Trust’s financial viability is at
is a lack of food on the tables of many farming families inrisk, because it is frightened it will flow down to the tenants
South Australia. That is their biggest concern, not financiahnd the tenants will feel some insecurity. The tenants need
matters. Yet, all that the Minister could do in his openingnot feel insecure because it is not their problem: it is our
statement in the Estimates Committee was to give us a vegyroblem. It is a problem that Government needs to do
glossy, bright future for farming in South Australia. He saidsomething to get on top of the debt.
that it was wonderful and that the measures that he was The Auditor-General has been saying for several years that
putting in place would help South Australian farmers. there is a problem in the administration of the Housing Trust

Last week the Minister attended a meeting at Lucindaleand its finances. It has certainly been acknowledged that the
a supposedly high rainfall, wealthy area, and 300 peoplpresent administration in the Housing Trust is starting to get
turned up. | asked the Minister to outline how much ruralon top of it, but the Auditor-General's Report went back a
assistance he planned to give South Australians in the negbuple of years and referred to a lot of inaction as far as
12 months and how much he had given in the past 12 monthBnancing of the trust is concerned. It is a problem. The
The figure was $70 million of help to rural South Australia, Auditor-General has pointed out very clearly in the report that
which produces the greatest part of the wealth of this Statthe Housing Trust rent arrears are out of control, and he
and provides what standard of living we have left. Compareuoted a number of tenant debtors that is running into
that with some of the Government's disasters. It lostmillions of dollars. He then points out that one of the
$3 500 million in running a bank. That is the contempt thatproblems that the Housing Trust has is that it cannot chase
it has shown towards rural South Australia—$3 500 million.tenant debtors who are fly-by-nighters because, although the
There was the Scrimber operation in the South-East. ThBepartment of Social Security knows where they have gone,
Government and the Minister managed a department th#at department is not allowed to tell the Housing Trust.
failed and lost $70 million in one hit. That is as much as they ~Mr Ferguson: What would you do about it?
are giving to rural people in their worst situation since the Mr OSWALD: So, the Housing Trust, in carrying out its
Great Depression. That shows the utter contempt of thisormal landlord role, is not permitted to chase the tenants
Government for hard-working people who are trying to lookwho are fly-by-nighters. The honourable member interjected
after themselves and their families, employ people anénd asked what | would do about it. | would be on to the
contribute to the State's wealth. The sooner it can put itMinister in Canberra very smartly to see if we can get the
record in front of the people of South Australia, the soonetegislation changed so the General Manager of the Housing
the people can judge. Trust can chase some of his bad and doubtful debts of those

who are genuine fly-by-nighters. We know for a fact that the

Mr OSWALD (Morphett): There are several subjects majority of Housing Trust tenants are good, solid people who
that | should like to address in response to the Estimatésave every right to live in public housing. But we know that
Committees. The first refers to the debt in the Southin both the public and private housing sector there are people
Australian Housing Trust. The Minister and | spent considerwho will fly by night and use and abuse the system for their
able time during the Estimates Committees debating the debtvn gain. | believe that the legislation has to be fixed up so
and where the Housing Trust was going, but at no stagthat the General Manager of the trust can chase these bad and
during the debate did the Minister define what the trustioubtful debts and do something about them.
proposes to do about the debt. He spent most of his time It was interesting at Question Time yesterday, the Minister
trying to convince us that the asset base of the trust wasf Housing, Urban Development and Local Government
substantial and that any corporation that had such an asgeelations had a Dorothy Dix question put to him by one of
base would be pleased about it, and generally he talked up tihés colleagues, so that he could talk about the health of the
viability of the trust. private housing market. The private housing market is healthy

Itis a known fact that the trust has many assets—that hdsecause we have a very efficient private sector in this State
never been in question—but what a corporation would notvhich knows its business as far as building houses is
want and what the trust should not have are the mountingoncerned. He did not respond to interjections from me when
liabilities and debt within that structure, particularly at a timel reminded him that in the public housing sector—
when the Commonwealth is starting to reduce funding for Members interjecting:

State housing and State Governments are not in a positionto Mr OSWALD: Yes, interjections are out of order, but if
fill the gap. they suit the Minister, the Minister is very happy to respond.

The debt in the South Australian Housing Trust is of reall note that on this occasion the Minister refused to respond
concern. The problem that we are experiencing now is &ecause he knew he was on very thin ice. He was on thin ice
decline in construction numbers in the public sector and verpecause, whilst the private housing market is buoyant, the
few indentations being made into the waiting list. Despite 1Qoublic housing market, given the number of dwellings that are
years of this Labor Government, we have seen the waiting ligiredicted again for this year, is down. | would have thought
blowing out; there have been no impacts on the waiting listthat at a time when we have this 40 000 odd on the waiting
people are waiting to get in; the number of people orlist, out of only 63 000 actual dwellings that we have in the
subsidised rents is about 70 per cent; and there is a declininmublic sector, we would be hearing by now after 10 years in
market in the public housing sector. Yet the GovernmenGovernment some statements from the Minister of how they
spent most of the time in the Estimates Committee on thavill address that waiting list, what they will do about it and
Housing Trust saying there was no problem. | happen tevhat they will do about the new public housing starts.
know that the board is worried sick about where the trustis We hear that, in cooperative housing, it is ‘steady as she
going with the debt. If they do not do something about thegoes’ as it was last year. We have not heard much about the
debt, they will find very quickly that the Housing Trust will new opportunities for housing with regard to religious
be in real trouble. | know that the Government of the dayorganisations that want to get involved in housing. We have
does not want it said in Estimates Committees or a debateot heard whether they are tapping into other markets. We
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have HomeStart sitting in the wings, and | have alwaygeople involved in administering the Centennial Park and
supported HomeStart. HomeStart is no different, | supposé&\est Terrace Cemeteries working together for the develop-
from a lot of other housing lending organisations. It isment of that cemetery.
running at commercial rates: indeed, for a short while this The southern region sports complex was also raised as an
year it was running above the ordinary commercial rate. It isssue. The Government is bending over backwards to assure
no wonder, under those circumstances, that HomeStart dopsople in the southern region that league football games will
not have too many people on its waiting list. | believe inbe played down there this coming year. From the response we
HomeStart because 1 think it is useful to have such ameceived from the Government, it appears that paying for the
organisation as a net to pick up those affected by any movgrandstand is still a matter of negotiation. | think the
into a higher interest rate regime. Government should be making public what it intends doing
Another subject | raised in the Estimates Committee wasbout that grandstand. We are well aware of the $600 000
the Barossa Valley SDP, and in this regard | was nohegotiations taking place between SAFA and the Football
particularly happy with the Minister's response. Many League to build the clubrooms, but the grandstand is essential
anomalies are coming to light with the Barossa Valley SDPas part of the total complex. Certainly, through my Leader,
None of us wants to see further subdivision and developmethe Hon. Dean Brown, we have committed ourselves to
on the floor of the Barossa Valley, but there are a lot ofproviding $1.5 million to build that stand, and that is a firm
guestions to be asked about the land and the properties thammitment. As incoming sports Minister | intend to see that
are owned around the rim of the valley. | gave an example athat project is carried out as quickly as possible.
one farmer who owned a farm near Seppeltsfield made up of In the Estimates Committees the Labor Party tried once
some 10 and 20-acre blocks. again to claim the credit for telephone betting for bookmakers
The day before the Estimates Committee | sighted thend the flow-on it has had. There is no question that tele-
actual valuations from the Valuer-General for three of thos@hone betting has been a success, and we are now seeing
10-acre blocks, which have been downgraded from $56 00fvenue from it starting to flow through to the three codes,
to $16 000. Any member who does a bit of quick mentalbut everybody in the industry knows that the Opposition had
arithmetic will understand what it is like if, having borrowed a Bill ready to go. Once again we have been able to drive
on a property you own, based on the valuation of thatacing policy for the Government over the past two years.
property, suddenly you find the property’s valuation has gone The Minister knew it was only a matter of time and that
down from $56 000 to $16 000. You will then have the bankif he did not introduce his Bill for telephone betting | had one
manager knocking on your door telling you that you areready to run, and the Government would have been in the
overdrawn, or you may receive a letter telling you that crediposition of having to support it. We were very happy to
is no longer available to you: your overdraft collapses andgupport the Government’s Bill as a matter of bipartisanship.
you are forced off the land. | do not think it was ever The Minister and | have been able to work together in a
intended, through the Barossa Valley review, to force genuinbipartisan way on a lot of these subjects for the benefit of the
farmers off their land. It would certainly not be my intention racing industry, and at the end of the day the racing industry
if | was the Minister in charge of this area to force farmers offhas benefited from that cooperation.
the land. I believe the Government would be well advised to The matter involving 5AA radio station is still causing
have a look at these issues. confusion out in the community because of the belief that was
An honourable member interjecting: abroad that we had a specific date for 5AA to acquire the
Mr OSWALD: That is correct: not only force them off, narrowcast licence. The fact that it has not yet happened is a
but it ruins them, especially those who have reached an ageatter of some disappointment to the people within 5AA. The
when they would not have any opportunity to financiallyradio industry generally still would like to know what is
recover again. | believe that the matter has to be addressgging on in 5AA and, as far as the narrowcast is concerned,
rather urgently and | would like to see a quick response fromwhether it will be only for the country or for the country and
the Government as to what it is going to do about these rurality, and whether 5AA will get it and then go off and
properties on the rim. | would also like to see produced fabroadcast separately or retain its racing format.
more accurate and consistent figures on the number of blocks We also need to know what would happen to 5AA if it
in the Barossa Valley which can in fact take further developdropped its racing format and ran on a narrowcast band. |
ment. When we analyse it, | think we will find that there areunderstand that under the legislation 5AA cannot run on its
not as many blocks in the valley and along its rim which areown as a radio station without racing, because it is in
capable of being redeveloped even if every farmer wanted tocontravention of possibly the TAB Act or another Act. There
build a dwelling on every one of those properties. is a problem there, and the Government should spell out very
| was alerted to the situation regarding Centennial Parklearly what is going on as far as 5AA is concerned, because
Cemetery by some officers in the department. We all knownany people in the racing community and | feel very strongly
that this cemetery has great potential for tourism as a heritagbat racing must stay on air; it is successful interstate and we
cemetery and, although it appears that up until the financiaant to see this thing brought to a conclusion very quickly.
year before last moneys were being spent correctly on grave | raised a matter which the Government ducked, and |
upgrading, over the past 12 months there has been a suggssppose it had some justification for doing so: | refer to the
tion, which we could not get to the bottom of in the Estimates-un, Sport and Action Program which has been implemented
Committee, that a lot of that money might have been shiftindy Foundation SA. The Government said, ‘It has nothing to
sideways within the department or directed elsewhere and ndb with us’ and ducked it because at this stage it is possibly
used for the purpose for which it was budgeted. | hope whenot getting off the ground as well as it could. The program,
we address this matter next year we find that the moneworth $750 000, was implemented by Foundation SA, but
budgeted for the development of that cemetery is being use8port SA as a group representing sport in this State is
for its correct purposes. My colleagues and | hope the&oncerned about its direction, its administration, the people
Government will also be addressing the question of thevho are on the board and what sports will be involved. With
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$750 000 involved, | think it is probably justified in asking If nothing else characterises a Minister who does not have the
a few questions, such as why someone involved in sport isompetence to administer his portfolio and answer questions
not on the board directing where it will go. before him, that aspect certainly does.

The programis only in its infancy but | can telegraph that  Following that, | sat on the Estimates Committee for State
many sporting administrators are keeping a close watch ofervices, and on that Committee we had a new Minister. |
its progress. | would not like to see the Government using thisaust say | was surprised by that Minister, because he does
program to say, ‘We are doing something about sport imot have the greatest reputation in this State, but he actually
schools.’ As everybody knows, we have areal problem abowtnswered questions and kept the proceedings moving.
sports participation in schools and the growing reliance orfrollowing that, | sat on the remainder of the Estimates
sporting associations picking up where the teachers have lgfiommittee covering State Systems and that Minister also—
off. and | will say this while he is present in the Chamber—did

As an agenda item associated with that, | referred to thenswer the questions that were put before him. But | must
Monaghetti report, which came out in Victoria. That reportalso say that he fudged a good news announcement claiming
recommended that physical education and sport be reintréhat Southern Systems Corporation had been formed and that
duced as a compulsory subject in all Victorian schools. It isall would be well within Government with the information
a marvellous initiative to try to reverse a trend occurring inutility and information technology—which is far from the
Victoria and in South Australia. The Minister said he wascase, but | will come back to that later. Unfortunately, across
aware of it and that he understood it was a good report. | hopde board, Estimates Committee processes this time, once
it will progress further than that. In fact, very shortly, | hope again, were characterised by insufficient time for questioning,
that we will see the Government pick up the Monaghettiby many Ministers ducking for cover and, certainly, depart-
report in South Australia and make sure it is implemented. Irments with plenty to hide.
Victoria, it will be implemented over some three or four | would like to look, in turn, at some examples in my
years, as it will take that time to have it fully up and running.contribution to this debate this morning. | refer, first, to the
However, it is a subject which is terribly important in South Correctional Services Estimates Committee. | put to that
Australia. It is an opportunity to pick up a report from Committee drug statistics that are presently being faced by
Victoria and implement it over here as well. They have donedur prisons, statistics which | have put forward publicly many
the research, and | gather from talking to sports administratmes and which, | am sure you would agree, Mr Speaker, are
tors that it has some excellent material in it that we should beery alarming statistics. From 1982-83 to the most recent
able to pick up. It does something about the problem of théinancial year drug fines in prison have increased by a
Education Department stepping back from sport in schoolsstaggering 1 889 per cent. Those points must be raised. It
and it gives us an ideal opportunity to address a very reakould be reasonable to expect that those problems would be
concern to us all, that is, this general decline in sport. addressed, but the Minister's response was absolutely

| spoke briefly and asked questions on employment in thétaggering: he said that | had an obsession with the drug
racing industry. Everyone is aware that the racing industry iproblem in our prisons. | simply pointed out to the Minister
very much on its knees now. Just recently, the Governmeribat it is not a matter of being obsessed but of the problem
has made great play of injecting $2 million into racing for being fixed, because the fact remains that people come out of
stake money but, at the end of the day, of course, that is ongur prisons addicted to drugs.
$2 million a year for two years. As sports Minister, in two ~ Non-drug addicts often come out of our prison system as
years time | will have the problem of that money cutting out,drug addicts and those who go in as drug addicts are able to
and we will then be back where we were in 1993, with acontinue their habit in prison, even if it involves hard drugs
dearth of stake money available. But it is right across théuch as heroin, and they come out still addicted. | have visited
road. With regard to employment, the flow-on effect has beehalf-way houses in this State which provide accommodation
that people and breeders have walked out of the industror prisoners on their release. Managers of those homes tell
TAFE has a marvellous school for training jockeys but, at théne that one of the greatest problems they face with people
end of the day, will they be able to get a job with a trainerwho are released from prison is getting them off drugs. That
because the trainers are going out of business? That is a r¢¥s pointed out in no uncertain terms in a confidential
problem. We addressed it in Estimates Committees. In thexemorandum, which | revealed to the Committee, written by
last few weeks of this Government's existence, perhaps it cadls J. Wright who, at that time, was the Acting Coordinator
address some of those issues and set in train some néfHome Detention. She said, in part:
directions for racing so that we will not have this collapse of  If the Department of Correctional Services is to regain its
the racing industry in the galloping, trotting and greyhoundcredibility it needs to develop a drug policy which is geared to
codes. reducing the availability of drugs in prisons.

The Minister responded by tabling a drug strategy that was

Mr MATTHEW (Bright):  During the Estimates puttogether by the department at the beginning of this year.
Committee hearings, | sat on four Estimates Committees. llhappen to know that that strategy was only put together after
sat on the Estimates Committee for the Attorney-General andrepeatedly raised matters in this House. It was cobbled
Minister of Correctional Services and, regrettably, thatogether in a hurry; it is inadequate, and it does not address
Committee was characterised by much huff, puff and blustethe issues. This strategy fails to take into account research
but little in the way of fruitful answers. | sat on the Estimatesfrom, and measures that have been put into place in, other
Committee for the Minister of Emergency Services. ThatStates and countries. It is a long way from solving the
Committee was characterised by ducking, dodging, weavingroblem. Indeed, after the Estimates Committee, the Saturday
and evading of answers, as well as long drawn out answerblitz that was held at Yatala, during which a number of
in fact, it was probably one of the most disgraceful Estimatesyringes and a bullet were found on visitors, proved that we
Committees | have ever sat on, with that Minister answerindnave a problem with drugs and other material that should not
only six questions from the Opposition in the first 1% hoursbe there getting into our prisons.
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The Minister’s response regarding this serious matter walsudget is still being sought; and the bureau is to be accommo-
far from satisfactory and one which | would have expectediated on the tenth floor of the Finlayson’s building—yet
to be far more comprehensive. This Government has failednother impost on the taxpayer.
to implement in our prisons not only a drug strategy but a Looking at staffing, the Minister came up with a surprising
work strategy for prisoners to ensure that they are gainfullgtatement when | put to him that the budget figures demon-
occupied and also that they are less likely to re-offend whestrated that there had been a cut of 49 general police officers.
they are released. In the Government’s defence regarding tfidne Minister's response was:
development of a strategy, it could argue that prisoners are apparently this is a technical process that has been followed. In
not there for very long. | cited to the Attorney the examplefact, there is no reduction in staff, | am advised. It is actually the way

of a person who was sentenced to six years imprisonment for which the method of recording under the human resources

rape with a two-year non-parole period. Under theManagement system is operated. There is apparently a faster
) . . including th recording mechanism. The old manual systems of personnel
Government's reduced sentencing options, including the US&2ctices 20 years ago were very slow. The new system now

of home detention, that person was released after eiglptovides a much faster record of where people are, so there is a better
months. So, we have the situation of a rapist being foundnd more accurate picture of the structure and staff numbers. This
guilty, being sentenced to six years imprisonment and beini§ What | am advised by the officers.
home again after eight months. | am sure, Sir, you wouldrhat is a surprising answer, but is the Minister saying that
agree that that is absolutely no compensation to the rapistteiey have had absolutely no control over the Police Force
victim, knowing that the perpetrator of that offence is againbefore, did not know where they were, how many police they
out in the community after eight months, which | argue ishad, how many staff they had and, therefore, they have now
insufficient time for a person to be rehabilitated in the prisorfound that they have 49 fewer than they thought they had in
system if, in fact, that rehabilitation were available. the first place, or is he trying to use this new computer system

I then attended the Emergency Services Estimatess an excuse? Is he saying thatthe new computer system did
Committee. There we had a Minister in trouble, one who tooknot work in the first place? Certainly, the human resources
along time to answer questions, and the answers he gave dithnagement system to which he is referring has been the
not necessarily fully respond to the questions. | put to thesubject of audit concern over a number of years. | have asked
Minister problems that he had with the Bureau of Emergencyhe Minister to bring me back details of where those 49 staff
Services, and | challenged him to provide evidence to th@ave gone and where the difficulties were with the system
Committee that would justify on a cost benefit basis thehat could cause that sort of discrepancy. | am still waiting
establishment of such a bureau. patiently.

| asked for something that would establish as fact that, by That answer is probably not surprising for, when ques-
creating this new department with a new level of managetioned again about the benefits expected from the bureau, the
ment, we would finish up with a greater operational policeMinister came up with some amazing statements, which
presence, a more effective Police Force and a more effectivecluded in part:
delivery of emergency services, including fire, ambulance | think we will see some benefits. perhaps outside private
and rescue; something that would prove that that woul@rganisations could be potential beneficiaries as.welVemight
occur. The Minister could not come up with that proof, andbe able to reap rewards. we may beable to reap benefits. We
when he found himself in a comer his response was quitf'2Y well find that..there could be benefits flowing

. - - Tfom. . . However, ingeneral, those sorts of benefits can flow. . .
amazing. He flipped past the whole problem to the Premier. ) ;
He said, ‘It is not my fault; the Premier makes the decision.That is from a series of about 12 sentences. In other words,

I think it is worth sharing the Minister’s quote with the the Minister has absolutely no idea whether or not a bureau
House. He said: of emergency services will work. His answer was nothing

The Premier makes these decisions; the Premier is res ib hort of absolute waffle. It gave no satisfaction to the

; ponsi . -

for the operation of the Public Service. Those decisions are made fPPOSItion or, I should think, to Government members of the
consultation with Ministers. The Premier makes the ultimate decisiofommittee (or, indeed, to his officers) that he knows what he
and has the final responsibility. is doing. This new department is simply showing a new
| walked away from that Estimates Committee convinced thafnanagement structure, 15 staff and $2 million of taxpayers’
the present Minister of Emergency Services has seriougioney. The member for Albert Park may well yawn: perhaps
doubts about the formation of a Department of Emergencii€ does not care what happens to emergency services—
Services and about the creation of many of the new so-called Mr HAMILTON:  On a point of order, Sir, is it against
super ministries. Some of the other responses were also qufééanding Orders for me to yawn in the Parliament? | was not
amazing. | pointed out to the Committee that | had it on goodeven listening to the clown opposite!
authority that the new department was to have a management The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of
support group of 15 managerial staff; of those 15, five are torder. The member for Bright.
be EL2 positions, one (a Mr Lewcock) to be paid atthe EL3 Mr MATTHEW: The fact remains that this department
position, and a budget of $2 million was being sought. was heralded as part of the new Government restructure, one

| am aware that the new CEO of the bureau approachedf the new areas that was going to save the taxpayer money,
all the departments asking for money and staff and, on thand it is not. To date, only two emergency services bureaus
first pass, was advised that that was not possible, they hduwive been created in this country: one in Tasmania, which
had their funding slashed and their staffing was down. On &as scrapped; and one in Queensland, which at the moment
further approach | am now aware that the CEO has gaineid undergoing investigation, and the head of the bureau has
some of that staffing and a number of people have beebeen sacked. That particular bureau has lost $44.5 million of
seconded to the Department of Emergency Services-the taxpayers’ money through the Queensland ambulance
including, surprisingly, an officer from the Department of service alone.
Correctional Services, which is not part of the bureau. I This Government has chosen a path of demonstrated
understand that 15 staff are still being sought; a $2 milliorfailure by Labor Governments in Tasmania and Queensland
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and is duplicating that path of failure in South Australia, andto gain the confidence of the information technology industry
that is not satisfactory. The Minister ducked, dodged, weavednd to bring in a partner. That spells loud warning bells.
and provided a lot of waffly answers about a number of other | was also a member of the State Services Estimates
subjects, but | will leave that at this stage as | turn to some o€ommittee. Once again, with State Services we have seen
the other matters that were placed before the Committee. some very alarming signs. We have seen the usual losses by
| refer to State Systems. It was an interesting period duringtate Clothing and, in fact, in the past financial year the
the Estimates when the Minister announced the formation aforporation lost $85 000, bringing the total loss of taxpayers’
Southern Systems Corporation—and, | might add, it was nanoney to $1.508 million in eight years. State Print exceeded
avery well kept secret. It was well known in the industry thatits previous record: last year it lost $3.3 million of taxpayers’
the Minister was going to make an announcement, but it wasoney and it has the proud record of losing $5.2 million of
interesting the way the announcement occurred. Th&axpayers’ money in three years.
Minister’s staff were desperately trying to cobble together an Itis interesting to see where some of that money is going.
announcement for Estimates because they knew that tiiéhe South Australian Government is undertaking printing
Information Utility was going to be raised as a problemwork for other Australian State Governments, and it is losing
during the Estimates Committee. It would have to be; aftemoney on that printing work. In fact, | recently met with the
all, it is one of the Government’s great failures. Minister responsible for administrative services in New South
In order to make the announcement the Minister needeWales, who put to me that printing work done by South
a board, so there was a last minute ring around of potentidlustralian State Print for New South Wales is so low in cost
board members to cobble together a board for thighat it undercuts all the printers in that State and could not
organisation. Those people were very surprised at the way tossibly be done on a profitable basis. Another New South
was done, at the way they received the phone calls and at thales Minister said to me on another occasion, ‘We are quite
haste at which it was done, and it soon became obviousappy for State Print to keep printing for us because its helps
through the industry that this was occurring because thto redress some of thger capitafunding imbalance that
Minister needed some sort of good news announcement to tgome New South Wales residents believe we have.’ In other
to buffer himself from the Estimates process. words, the South Australian taxpayer is funding printing for
During the course of that Estimates Committee | quotedhe New South Wales Government. | do not find that
from an article in an Australian computer magazipagific =~ acceptable at all. Is it any wonder that State Print has lost so
Computer WeeklyThat magazine is well read within the much public money—$5.2 million in just three years?
computer industry, and the article focused on the Information We also found that the Central Linen Service cannot count
Utility, and I will quote from it because it is a very important its stock. It claims that it has $5.931 million worth of stock,
article. It stated, in part: but it does not really know because it does not know how to
The big lie is that the IU is still alive and well, with the only count it. The Auditor-General had some serious concerns
change being that the Government holds all equity instead of sharirgout that in his latest report and, in fact, in his previous
it with the private industry. It is a lie perpetuated by Governmentreport. His audit was subject to that particular stock count
facing electoral defeat within six months and public servants?eing qualified.
concerned about their cushions in the event of change o . .
Government. Then, of course, we saw that State Fleet is using a
. . computer system that was designed for complex heavy
The article further states: vehicle repairs to manage its fleet. The interesting thing is

Government makes up about half the IT buying power in Southhat it does not have one complex heavy vehicle in the whole
Australia. The proportion is higher the larger the computer syste

becomes. Any business man or woman who called the Governmgﬁttelte Fleet and now it is pouring more money into that

aliar on the issue would not even get the crumbs let alone a piece §PMputer systemto try to get it right. That is one of the many

the IT pie, but behind the scenes there is open contempt for the Soutlisgraces of the failure of some of the State Services
Australian Government's attempt to manipulate the IT business "ﬁ)rganisations.

a big way. In short, it was a disappointing Estimates Committee

The Minister dismissed that article entitled “The Big Lie session and it highlighted a Government on its knees. The
Remains Unchallenged’ and launched an attack on theooner we rocket through this budget and take away the last

journalist who wrote it. Interestingly, since the announcemengxcuse for the Government not to go to the polls, the better.
of Southern Systems, last week alone | was approached by

five representatives of major computer companies based in The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen):l am pleased to be

Australia. | met with four of those people last week, and twoable to participate in this Appropriation Bill debate and to

of them brought in the article that | just quoted and saidrespond—

‘Have you read this?’ | then gave them the extract from Mr Hamilton interjecting:

Hansardand they said, ‘Well, that article is spot on; thatis  The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | listened to you, and that

exactly how the information industry feels about thiswas hard enough, so you can just continue on with your

Government; that is exactly how we feel. The journalist issending out of material for the forthcoming election.

right but, if we say it publicly, the Government will strike us ~ The ACTING SPEAKER (Hon. T.H. Hemmings): May

off any contract chances with Government.’ | suggest to the member for Heysen and members opposite
The Hon. M.D. Rann: What a wank. that we let the honourable member proceed with his contribu-
Mr MATTHEW: Well, Mr Deputy Speaker, the Minister tion and that he ignore the interjections and make his

interjects ‘What a wank’. | do not particularly approve of that contribution through the Chair?

language, but the fact remains that what has now occurred The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: With much pleasure, Mr

through the formation of Southern Systems is that the totalcting Speaker. | have noticed that there has been quite a

risk of the Information Utility venture (which so far has considerable amount of comment from both sides of the

proved to be a failure) is now to be borne by the SouttHouse regarding the Estimates Committee procedures. |

Australian taxpayer, because the Government has been unakaleuld like to take this opportunity to express some concern.
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| believe that overall the Estimates Committees are avery The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | cannot speak for the
worthwhile exercise. However, it concerns me that arMinister atthe table, but | hate to think what the member for
enormous amount of resources go into the preparation dfnley, the Minister of Environment and Natural Resources,
material that may or may not be required. | would suggesthinks. | bet you that he does not even read it: he would be
that probably about 80 per cent of the material that is putoo worried to read it. He waffled away and three questions
forward for the use of a Minister is not used. It is of concernwere asked in a hour, and we wonder why the system is not
to me also that we find that some Ministers—but not all ofworking properly. The Minister of Public Infrastructure was
them—-bring in people who may be required to assist themot quite as bad but nearly as bad. However, | must commend
in answering questions. | suggest, again, that 80 per cent thie Minister of Health, Family and Community Services, as
90 per cent of the time the majority of those people are nohe handled the situation very well. We got a lot of
required either. Why can we not have a situation where, if thenformation and got through a lot of questions, and | very
Minister could not answer a question, he takes it on noticefuch appreciated the way in which that Minister handled his
| do not see any need for bringing in 20 or 25 advisers.  responsibility at that time. Let us look at some of the
Mr Hamilton interjecting: information that we obtained during the Estimates Committee
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | know we did. | certainly did  on Health, Family and Community Services.
not bring in 25 people to sit behind me in case they were The first thing we learnt was that the Government is
needed. spending some $534 000 on reorganisation of the
Members interjecting: department’s central office when there is so much need in the

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | would suggest that it is community at the present time. er Acting .Speaker, you
quite unnecessary to have all these advisers in Estimat¥uld know in the electorate that | think you still represent—
Committees. The Minister could have his or her CEO and Mr Hamilton: He wasn’t here.

Deputy, and if either of those people or the Minister cannot The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: We all know he was not here.
answer the questions they could be put on notice. I, and thEhere was some concern. | remember reading in the media
majority of members on this side of the House, would mucksomething about your being away, and nobody could really
prefer that to the waffling that goes on by the majority offind out where you were.

Ministers trying to answer questions when they do not have Mr Hamilton interjecting:

a clue about what they are talking about. They seem to be The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: ltis totally inappropriate for

almost frightened to provide the opportunity for seniorme to be reflecting on you and your position in the Chair at
officers to answer the questions. If we are to make the moshjs stage.

of these Estimates Committees, we should do away withthe The ACTING SPEAKER: | would suggest to the

Ministers altogether during the process and just leave it to thgyember for Heysen that he heeds his own advice and does
senior oﬁlcer§. o not make any reflections on the Chair, because he may find
Members interjecting: that the Chair could then possibly vacate the Chair and put
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: You never know: we might his name on the list. The member for Heysen is aware that |
do it when we get back here in a couple of months. Estimatesan put the boot in a lot better than he can.
Committees would be much more successful if the Ministers  The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: If we are having threats we
kept out of it. They have every other day of the year to sit inwill see what the rest of the day brings forward. Returning to
this place. The Ministers could keep out of the Estimateshe Department for Family and Community Services,
Committees and we could question the senior officers abo@534 000 is being spent on reorganising the head office when
matters. They will not be able to answer a question relatinghere is so much need in the community. More cases of child
to policy but those questions can be put on notice. abuse need to be dealt with; there is more pressure on the
| was a member of three Estimates Committees, the firsion-government agencies—on the voluntary sectors, such as
relating to Environment and Natural Resources, and that titlehe Salvation Army, St Vincent De Paul, the Central Mission
has changed three times in the last six months— and Anglican Welfare. Every one of those voluntary organi-
Members interjecting: sations is up against the wall trying to serve the community.
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: —as the member for Albert Here we have a situation where the dear old Government,
Park would know. Six months ago it was the Department othrough DFACS, is spending $534 000 to reorganise its
Environment and Planning, then it became the Departmenmffice. On top of that we find that it has spent $9 531 flying
of Environment and Land Management and now it is theseven senior officers of the department around South
Department of Environment and Natural Resources. | hate tAustralia. The hire of the plane amounted to $4 700, and over
think what it is going to be called in a couple of weeks. | am$3 000 was spent on accommodation and $1 814 for meals,
looking forward to some certainty with a change oftotalling $9 531.
Government when we will all know what is happening as far  The interesting thing is that the Minister tells us that this
as those departments are concerned, and we certainly will natas to provide the opportunity for the CEO and the senior
throw away hundreds of thousands of dollars that must resudffficers to visit regional areas and talk to the people. | have
from these changes to departmental names just for the sake problem with that. The problem | have is that, as |
of change or to make it a bit more difficult for the Opposition understand it, and certainly the Minister did not deny it at the
to try to work out what is happening as far as budgetargtime, many of those people in far away places of the State
issues are concerned. were in Adelaide a few weeks before attending a meeting of
The Estimates Committee that looked at Environment andegional officers at a venue near the Patawalonga. They got
Natural Resources was an absolute disaster. The Ministépgether and talked about all of the things that they talked
waffled away. | hate to think how the Minister feels when heabout later over breakfast, lunch and dinner at a cost of
reads his own speechesHiansard $1 814 for meals.
Members interjecting: The Hon. M.D. Rann: Each?
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The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: Blimey! | know that things year. | can recall asking that question three or four times in
are bad. However, it does not matter, Mr Acting Speakerecent years, but we are no closer to that strategy being
Again, we have a situation where there is so much need in tHerought down.
department, and the taxpayers of this State are paying $9 500 | asked about the uncertainty of funding for non-
to fly these people around the State. Let us see who theyovernment agencies such as DOME (Don’t Overlook
were: the department’s CEO; the deputy CEO; the Executivilature Employees). A total of 648 people were returned to
Director; the Director, the Manager of Aboriginal Advocacy; the work force in 1992-93 as a result of the magnificent work
the Industrial Relations Officer; the staff counsellor; andof that organisation. They do not even know whether they
administrative support. You wonder how many people weravill continue to be funded. There is a tremendous amount of
left in the department to do anything during that week withuncertainty in the public with regard to the new structure that
all of those senior people flying around the North of the Statevill take in community services. We do not know what it will
talking to everybody else. | wonder how we survived with thebe called or what it will contain. | have received representa-
CEO, the deputy and all those senior officers flying aroundtion from organisations such as CAMHS and others that are

| also asked the Minister how many people from thetold that they will be included in this new structure but are not
Department for Family and Community Services were orbeing given any opportunity to have their say.
leave without pay. This appeared to cause a few problems. | was staggered that the Minister was unable to define
There was something about confidentiality and it not beinghomelessness as far as young people were concerned. This
appropriate to be told who these people were. | asked whig the department that is responsible for programs for funding
they were, how long each had been on leave without pay)omeless young people. He was not even able to define
why, and which of them had been offered voluntary separahomelessness. So we go on. | will run out of time and | will
tion packages and why. There was no response to that; | wagve to come back to a number of these subjects on a later
told that the matter would be taken on notice. | have got th@ccasion. | could spend hours talking about the lack of
responses from the Minister—| understand all the rest areesponses that | received from the environment portfolio. We
there although | have not yet had time to check them—buspent about the first 30 minutes talking about recycling, not
there is no information in regard to this matter. If there arethat there is very much recycling in South Australia at the
confidential or other reasons why they are not able publiclpresent time. | was able to bring to the attention of the
to say who these people are, why they are on leave, and so @ommittee and to the Minister in particular the problems that
| would appreciate it if the Minister would make that advice are being caused because of a total lack of a coordination
available to me. If we look atlansard | think we will find  program in this State regarding recycling, and a total lack of
he said he would do that. Again, | remind the Minister of theinput from the Government in providing incentive for
guestion that | asked and indicate that | am still seeking thahdustries to grow up to be able to use recycled products.
information and look forward to receiving it at a later stage. None of that is happening, yet again in this place, in

| then went on to talk about the $2 million which had beenanswer to a question that | asked, the Minister continues to
promised as part of a program to rehabilitate gamblinglame local government because we do not have recycling.
addicts. | feel strongly about this matter. A number oflf anyone is to be blamed, the blame must rest fairly and
promises have been made in this place about assistingjuarely on this Government, this Minister and previous
compulsive gambling addicts. The former Premier, theEnvironment Ministers under this Government. | look
member for Ross Smith (Hon. J.C. Bannon), made a coupl@rward to coming back with a number of issues that have
of promises about what he was going to do to help theseome out of those Estimate Committees, but | agree with
people, but nothing eventuated. members on this side of the House: the sooner this

When this place regrettably decided that we were ta@Government is thrown out and we get a Government with
introduce poker machines into this State, we were told thatertainty and a new direction, the better for all South
a $2 million program would be provided to assist gamblersAustralians. The additional information | will be able to
who could not help themselves. Then we learnt that thigrovide to the House regarding the lack of information
money would be made available only if the need could beoming out of estimates will prove that point.
shown by non-government agencies. That is ridiculous. We
have enough evidence now. | suggest that members should Mr GUNN (Eyre): It is nice to see you back in the
talk to the Central Mission, the Salvation Army and all thoseChamber, Mr Acting Speaker. We sincerely hope that your
non-government agencies which are dealing with people whuisit, which attracted so much attention, was fruitful and
have needs and find out about the problem of compulsivproductive. | am sure that the member for Hartley is enjoying
gambling. your presence back in the Chamber. We look forward to your

It sickens me, driving under one of the bridges over thecontributions because | understand he took particular interest
Grand Prix track up Dequetteville Terrace into Adelaide, tan your travel arrangements. We are looking forward to your
see a massive sign which says something along the linegarticipating again, particularly in relation to that matter.
‘One-arm bandits at casino 28 October’. | presume that is Obviously this debate is the last opportunity that this
something to look forward to! Yet we find there is no Government will have to involve itself with the financial
guarantee of this $2 million being made available, and naffairs of this State. For the past 11 years it has had the
information has been provided as to how that money will beauthority to direct the Public Service and control the
spent in helping people who cannot help themselves. It is Rarliament, so we should briefly reflect upon where we stand
bit late now, because, as a result of the regrettable decisidnday. What has happened? When this Government took
that has been taken in this place, those machines are in. office, it did so in the expectation of growth and promises.

| asked about the aged health strategy for older Soutkve would have an investment fund, we would end unemploy-
Australians, about which we have been hearing for a decadment and all sorts of great things would flow for South
The Minister told me that significant work was under wayAustralia. You and | know, Mr Acting Speaker, that none of
and it was expected to be completed about March of nexhat has occurred. What is the situation today? What large,
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ongoing constructive development projects have taken placcross South Australia. What has happened? Try to get a
that will create permanent employment for the people of thisvater main extended or try to improve the water schemes at
State? Little or nothing. It has been a Government that hadawker and Quorn—two very important tourist areas—or try
pandered to minority eccentric interest groups at the expense get water extended west of Ceduna. It is not a great request
of the long-term good of the community. of those communities in asking for a reliable water supply.
We had a promise that there would be no new taxes. W¥ou would think they were trying to shift the Crown jewels
have certainly had taxes and we have certainly had chargesom London! Nothing has happened and nothing, unfortu-
The budget should be the vehicle to create confidence. ftately, will happen while this Government fails to recognise
should be a document which encourages investment, assistgit there is an urgent need to provide these facilities.
in job creation and gives hope to the young people of the There has been considerable debate about what should
future. The greatest asset we have in this State is our youngke place in relation to the excessively high levels of debt
people, the next generation of citizens. What we have to daithin rural South Australia. The Government does not
is create opportunities so that they can play their part andppear to know, or perhaps it is aware of the situation but
their role in this community. In my judgment it is deplorable does not want to address it. All sorts of propositions have
that up to 30 per cent of young people are without a job antheen put forward. The most important thing is that we get
without the opportunity to get a job. They are at wits end toconfidence back into the rural industry. We must give the
know what to do because the overwhelming majority of thenfinancial institutions the confidence to continue to lend to and
are desperate to obtain gainful employment. support people, and we must be able to assist those in
At the other end of the spectrum we have people in theiextreme difficulties. | found interesting a letter that was given
40s and 50s who have lost their job and have no prospect @ me last Friday night when | addressed a meeting of
ever working again. We now have many people in thatoncerned citizens at Smoky Bay. One of those people had
situation. What are we going to do? There is only one thingaken the trouble to write to the Federal Minister for Primary
to do: open up this State to business, create opportunities, anttustries and Energy, Mr Crean, as follows:
encourage and assist those industries who can quickly | et me first assure you that the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936

respond, and they are the agricultural sector, the touristas been amended to allow banks to claim a deduction when only a
industry and the mining industry. We have to short circuitportion of a bad debt is written off. Under the previous legislation,
development arrangements. | refer to the tourist industry ar;EPEkS were not entiﬁtleoll LO a dﬁdUCtiO“ for bﬁd $ebt(s)#nles§(tjhe”entire

- : - ebt was written off, although in practice the Tax Office did allow
one_has onI_y to look at what is te_lklng place n the Norther uch deductions in certain circumstances. This change puts beyond
Territory, with the tremendous influx of tourists at Alice doubt the application of the present law in relation to partial write-
Springs and Darwin and throughout the Territory. A tremen-offs.

dous number of jobs have been created there. That is what has In addition, under the new arrangements, creditors will be able
to take place here. to claim deductions for losses incurred in debt for equity swaps under

. ebt restructuring arrangements on or after 27 February 1992. These
We have the environment that overseas people want {Q,3nges were introduced to encourage banks to allow businesses to

visit. They are not so much interested in the cities; they wankade out of financial difficulties rather than foreclosing on bad debts.
to look at the broad open spaces, for example, Wilpenadt is a little early for the Government to ascertain the impact of this

Arkaroola, Coober Pedy, the Flinders Ranges Kangam@ﬁangeinthe taxation treatment of partial debt write-offs and equity
! ! \ aps on bank lending practices. The Government made this

Island, the Barc.’_ssa .Va"ey and "?1" such areas. We have Q#endmentto clarify the taxation treatment of bad debts. However,
create opportunities, improve the infrastructure, and get thesge Government cannot, of course, access the commercial merits of
people moving. We have to cooperate with the Northerrindividual cases. Decisions by individual creditors on whether to use

Territory and get tourists to come into South Australia andhis_ provision or s_eek to recover outstanding loans is a matter for
arrange for them to go out through Darwin so they will segneir commercial judgment.
part of central Australia. They are the sort of things which Yours sincerely, Simon Crean.
wealthy overseas tourists want to look at. We have théthought it important to put that letter on the public record
facilities. We have to encourage them to come here and spes@ that there could be no misunderstanding in relation to the
their money. This will provide opportunities and hope fortaxation laws as they affect people facing difficulties.
young people. The other matter | wanted to refer to as we approach the
The agricultural sector and the mining industry have laidhext State election involves Dr George Crowe, who stood at
the foundation for this country and this State. We have théhe last Federal election as an Independent but who turned out
most efficient and reliable producers in the world in Southto be about as independent as the secretary of the Labor Party
Australia and Australia. This Government has not even beeim South Australia, because in actual fact he was the second
able to come to its senses and exempt the stamp duty so thitP candidate—a vote for Crowe was a vote for the Labor
these people can transfer their farming properties to theifarty. This gentleman is now putting himself forward as the
families and then be eligible to receive social securityDemocrat candidate for Giles, | understand, and | am
benefits and allow the farms to continue. Surely a very simplgvondering whether he will be assisted again by Mr Herb
matter such as this can be legislated without any impedimetemmel, the architect of the skulduggery and a well-known
whatsoever. People should be able to transfer their financiaktreme left wing Labor Party supporter, with some questions
arrangements from one bank or financial institution to anotheénanging over him, who | now understand has attached himself
without any penalty. What purpose or what role does théo the land care group on Yorke Peninsula. | wonder whether
Government have in putting its hand in their pocket? In mythey will be used as part of his Labor Party activities, but that
judgment, none whatsoever. Itis just another grab for revenue another matter.
so that unnecessary bureaucratic organisations can continue We want to know whether at the forthcoming election Dr
to expand and get in people’s way. Crowe will be a vehicle to channel the limited votes he gets—
Why is it, of recent times, that literally no money has beenfrom those dissatisfied Labor voters who vote for him—back
spent on public infrastructure? In the days of the Playfordo the Deputy Premier. We want to know—the people in
Government power lines and water mains were constructettiese areas want to know—uwhere he stands. He represents an
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anti-mining Party, and he will attempt to represent Roxby Members interjecting:

Downs. Will he tell the people at Roxby Downs that really The SPEAKER: Order!

he is an agent of the Labor Party? Where does he stand? EvenMr GUNN: Let me say that, no matter what is said in this

though few people would have understood it until the veryHouse today, the doomsday clock is ticking and, the moment

last moment, a vote for Crowe at the last election was a votghere is a change of Government, by administrative decision

for the Labor Party. No. 10 on the ballot paper was one ahea#le problems will be resolved, and the butchers will be able

of the Liberal candidate, and therefore it was a vote for theo get on with providing a good service to people in their

Labor Party. It cost in excess of 2 000 votes. People wheommunity without all the humbug and nonsense that is

thought they were voting against the Labor Party and who digaking place.

not want to vote for the Liberal Party were nottold thattheir  An honourable member interjecting:

vote would end up having the same weight as that for the No. - GUNN: The honourable member can make all the

1 Labor candidate, Mr Piltz. o __suggestions about me she likes. She was not game to come
We are entitled to know, because the activities in whichygward and say what she wanted. | am very happy to face the

Dr Crowe engaged were far from honest, in my view. He hagectors Saturday. There are a few nervous nellies on the

talked about all sorts of things and about how credible he isyiher side of the House not looking forward to the barrier

but at the end of the day the trick that was played there wagging down. But when this budget goes through this House

a quite devious and scurrilous one designed to do harm to thg 4oy the lastimpediment to the election—we will be able

Liberal Party. Will he pull the same stuntin the State election, <qunt the days; we know exactly how long it will take.

in the seat of Giles? We are entitled to know, and thatis why ;. Ferguson: Maybe you'll put out some policies.

I have raised the matter today, so that it gives him plenty of Mr GUNN: This Government had all the policies, and the

giggtitgnc(&rr?ii rl:ohr;\lﬁ;% n%)ﬂg:qne?'asngcmgistﬁé t?l?)|li:()er(lii)al’EO|icy it has inflicted upon the people of this State is no hope,
P P o future, financial mismanagement and the rorting of the

where he stands. . :
. . financial system. Each Government member has a
The SPEAKER: Or_de_r! | remind th? memb(_er for Eyre $130 million debt; that is their share of the State Bank debt.
that this is the Appropriation debate. Itis very W|de-rang|ngThey have a fine record to carry out to their electorates! Let

and a lot of leeway is given in this matter, but the Chair Sthem go out and justify that to all the people of South

having some difficulty in linking up the honourable member's » i -jia when vital public tilities are being run down or
comments, and | would ask him to link his remarks to the

Bill urgently required facilities are getting knocked back. 1 will
. . ive another example in my electorate.
Mr GUNN: | am not surprised, Mr Speaker, that you have® ) .
brought that to my attention. However, | have finished tha The Hc;p. MF;D.kEann. Do you support the Arid Zones
section, and | have achieved my objective. | wish now to sta onservation ~ar N |
strictly within your ruling, Mr Speaker. The SPEAKER: Order! _
The SPEAKER: Order! Is the member wantonly and _MrGUNN: | certainly do not support the world heritage
deliberately breaching the Standing Orders of this House7isting of the Lake Eyre Basin. If the Minister does, he would
Mr GUNN: Certainly not: it was just a passing reference.Want to lock up the whole of the northern part of South
| would not, in any way, want to flout your ruling, Mr Australia so that there is no development and no hope.

Speaker. It was purely a passing reference. | wish now to Members interjecting:

refer to other difficulties being experienced in my electorate  Mr GUNN: What's he talking about?

which were not addressed in this Estimates Committee or by The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order.

the budget itself. For example, there are no long-term planknterjections are out of order.

to develop the port of Thevenard, which will become Mr GUNN: Of course, we support—

economically very important in the future. If the grain  The SPEAKER: Order! The persistence of the honour-

industry in the upper Eyre Peninsula is to remain viable, ibble member is out of order, and he will direct his remarks

cannot continue to carry excessive freight rate demandshrough the Chair.

Therefore, if the shipping arrangements change, changes must Mr GUNN: Of course the Liberal Party supports the Arid

be made to allow those people to get their products onto theones Conservation Park; it has done for years. When the

world markets, without being disadvantaged. Some improvenatter was first brought to my attention many years ago when

ments have to be made to the port of Thevenard. When thie Government was seeking support, | immediately respond-

matter was raised on my behalf by the member for Chaffeyed by saying that it had my total support, because | believe

the answer was, to put it mildly, disappointing. this project is important to all South Australians—and my
With regard to the other matter to which | now refer, | eader made that very clear. Let me now refer to child care

nothing happened after months and months of procrastinaticicilities in this State. Some constituents of mine wrote to the

in relation to amendments to the Meat Hygiene Authoritypinister responsible seeking the establishment of a child care

Act. Where are we today? We have had three deputationggrvice at Coober Pedy. They spoke at length with Ministers

one to the Minister (now Premier) and two to Minister when the Cabinet visited Coober Pedy, but the response they

Groom. We have had the member for Stuart claiming credifeceived from the Minister responsible is as follows:

when she did not even know a”Yth'T‘g {;lbout it With regard to the demand for child care services, | am informed
An honourable member interjecting: that under the current national child care strategy Coober Pedy has
Mr GUNN: Well, she wrote a letter to one of the butchersnot been identified as a high need area in the first round of alloca-

claiming to have done so much work on it—one letter. Theions. It will, however, be reconsidered in the 1994-95 planning

matter had been going for 18 months before then. phaFSSrﬁily day care places can be made available immediately, but
. 1, H I 1

Mr Ferguspn. You're uncharitable! . this is dependent upon the recruitment of suitable care providers. The

Mr GUNN: Of course | am uncharitable, but I am just attached report from the Children’s Services Office summarises the

stating a fact. current [situation]. . .
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As at this date, nothing has happened. Anyone who appreci- We do lack vision: the Parliament has not been able to
ates the situation would understand that there is a negglve the vision we really want. | was driving around my
because of the depressed economic conditions in that arefectorate last week attending various functions, and | looked
which have not been helped by the Federal Governmerat the peninsula and, just for a moment, tried to think whether
which has increased costs to the mining industry. As in manigyre Peninsula would ever have been developed had we had
parts of this State, unfortunately, both parents have to workin the 1920s a Government of the same attitude, frame of
therefore, no suitable child care arrangements can be madaind and lack of vision that is in place now. There would
It has been put strongly to me by my constituents that a childiever have been a railway line built; there would never have
care facility should be built on or in close proximity to the been a Todd pipeline built; there would never have been a
school site. | sincerely hope that there are sufficient fundpower supply put through; and there would never have been
available. Just a fraction of the State Bank money would havany sort of road infrastructure go through. It would all have

been— been hampered by native vegetation, planning approvals and
The Hon. M.D. Rann: Why does Dean Brown not the whole thing. It would never have got off the ground.
support enterprise zones? We have in that area, basically, the grain bowl of South

Mr GUNN: Dean Brown does support enterprise zonesAustralia. Quite often we are producing 50 per cent of the
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time State’s grain on that one peninsula. We take our hammerings
has expired. The member for Flinders. through droughts, mice plagues, locust plagues and other
adversities but, overall, the contribution of that area to the
Mr BLACKER (Flinders): Itis appropriate at this time financial coffers of this State is enormous and far beyond the
to make some comments about the operations of the Estaverage contribution of other parts of the State. And it is
mates Committees. | express my concern and regret at tipgimary production, be it on the land or in the sea. It is a
degrading of the effectiveness of the Estimates Committeagnewable resource: it is a farming activity and it is one that,
over the past decade. | stated when the Estimates Committeiéoked after well, will continue to contribute to the coffers
were set up that they were an attempt to give greater oppoof this State and the nation for a long time to come.
tunity to the Parliament and to every individual member who  If it is not looked after and if it is abused and considered
chose to be party to them to seek information from thea minority sector of the community because less than 6 per
Ministers, and to give the Ministers the opportunity to bringcent of the population is actually involved in primary
their senior advisers to the House so that the exchange @foduction, obviously the ability to earn income will go. That
information could be as direct as possible. will deteriorate the farther one goes down the track. The
Regrettably, what has happened is that there has beervsions of the 1920s have been hampered. | am sure that this
lack of willingness by members on both sides of the Housend any future Government must redirect its visions to realise
to make the Committees work effectively. If we had beenthat, if we want that ongoing contribution to the coffers and
able to make them work effectively | am sure they wouldto the development and support of the State, it must give fair
have been much better than the Committee as a wholeonsideration to those areas. With that, and as part of that
arrangement that we had before 1980 when | think they werengoing support, must come the provision of basic infrastruc-
first introduced. | am concerned about that, because | thinture and basic services. We are always at risk. | heard the
that ever member has indicated disgust, despair oAustralian Democrats on the radio this morning talking about
disappointment with the operations of the Committees. We cutback in medical services. | am not sure how serious that
are all attempting to find a different arrangement which thevas or whether it was a bit of political grandstanding. It may
House can look at to make sure that the examination of theell be at risk; | do not know. We are fighting every inch of
budget is more effective. the way. The same goes for schools. Every citizen of the
It has been mentioned in the House that in one case orgtate, regardless of whether they live in the inner metropoli-
of the Ministers was able to answer only three questions itan area or in the outer areas of the State, is equal and at least
the first hour. That is just not appropriate. If it was a questiorhas some fundamental right to the basic facilities enjoyed by
that required that sort of statement there are other ways @very other citizen.
getting information across. Quite clearly, it was abuse of the The Committees also looked at some of the problems that
privilege of that position and something that was not designedre confronting the State, including the State Bank issue.
for the proper examination of the Committee. A full day for Earlier today we heard the member for Victoria explain to the
each Minister was an appropriate thing to do at the time. IHouse what the General Manager of the State Bank said
was believed that we would be able to elicit from Ministersabout the number of farmers in difficulty in South Australia.
that exchange of information that could be on the publide know that what was said is not right. The Minister of
record, that could help not just the members of Parliament biRrimary Industries set up a working party after the rain and
South Australians understand the Government machinerystorm damage that occurred at harvest time. A member of the
Having said that, it is difficult for me even to put forward working party, a public servant, asked whether it was true that
arecommended change. | would like to think that the originafarmers were advanced carry-on finance on the condition that
proposal in 1980 is probably the most effective one, but ithey signed a declaration that their property would be placed
requires the will of every member of Parliament to see thaon the market by the following September or whenever. A
that takes place and it is not to be seen as a means 6State Bank officer stood up and denied that that was the case.
grandstanding or, in some cases, covering up. | appreciate | have seen many such letters, and probably every member
that we are in the lead up to an election period: they will bavho represents a rural area would have seen similar letters.
the last Estimates Committees before an election and, quiteis common practice amongst the banking institutions to put
often, in that sort of environment, committees of any kindpressure on farmers by advancing carry-on finance to enable
seem to be somewhat distorted. Be that as it may, it wathem to put their crop in on condition that the property is put
difficult to get a clear direction out of the Government andon the market and sold, which is even worse than just putting
out of the Ministers. the property on the market, because to have a forced sale and
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to accept any price—not just a realistic value, but to accephe responsibilities and obligations under the laws of this
any price—does an enormous amount of damage to SoutParliament and this State. The moment they get into that sort
Australia. It causes damage because it artificially deflatesf thing they have to carry the obligation for it.
land values and it therefore puts at risk every other primary When | went public on that, on two occasions banks came
producer who has any sorts of borrowings at all. It lowers thdack to me and said that they realised that they had over-
asset value and, therefore, with the increasing debt level tretepped the mark in relation to that issue. As simple and as
percentage of equity to asset shifts over. small as it might be in the overall farm budget, nevertheless
I would like to use this opportunity to quote an exampleit is a very important measure. There is an obligation on
which explains what | am talking about. About four years agdoehalf of the bank and the farmer to ensure that the require-
a farmer in my electorate got into financial difficulty. He had ments of the State and its laws are met.
three boys and a fairly large area of land on central Eyre | have talked about some things that | did not originally
Peninsula which was not highly productive country but wasset out to talk about, but in talking about the budget I refer to
usually fairly reliable. The advice at that time from banks,the Year of the Family, which | raised before in this House
from Governments and financial institutions was: get big osome two months or six weeks ago. | have done that on a
get out; buy the land because the prices will never comaumber of occasions, believing that this State should have
down, and all the rest. Because he had three boys and tlaed should recognise the Year of the Family. It is an issue
neighbouring property came on the market, he did just thathat has concerned me greatly. | have objected to many of the
he bought it. laws that have been passed in this State because they are anti-
He had an asset value at that time of about $1.3 milliofamily and they do not work for it. The member for Heysen,
and, with his borrowings for this new farm (for which he hadl think it was, just a few moments ago spoke about seeing
to borrow every dollar), he had a debt of about $900 000signs in town indicating that poker machines will be intro-
That was still an acceptable debt to asset ratio at that timeluced at the end of October. That is another anti-family
Within a matter of two years, of course, land values cameneasure.
down, commodity prices dropped and it soon became Mr Ferguson: It started on that side of the House.
apparent that the debt equalled the asset and the bank startedVr BLACKER: | do not care on which side of the House
to put the pressure on. The person concerned had a fatrstarted—it is anti-family. It should be borne in mind that
amount of large equipment. He sold off some of that equipmore and more Government expenditure has to go into the
ment where he was able to, and he sold a small parcel of landocial welfare area to try to correct the anti-family legislation
He reduced the debt to $340 000, which was an enormoubat this State and the Commonwealth have passed in recent
effortin a two-year period. Then the bank wanted to move iryears. My concern about the budget is—
on him and it wanted to force the sale. Members interjecting:
| heard of this and, having been involved in the case a The SPEAKER: Order!
little earlier, together with a couple of other people we Mr BLACKER: | raised this matter in the House quite
arranged for the Premier and the Minister of Primarysome time before the budget was handed down. There was an
Industries to meet that farmer on the roadside when thepportunity for the Premier of the day and the Minister
Premier visited Eyre Peninsula. Of course, this caused somesponsible to at least make some small allocation and accord
concern to the bank. However, the bank did back off, and isome recognition to Year of the Family, which occurs at
allowed that farmer to continue. Believe it or not, that farmer~ederal level next year. But no, we received no intimation
now has a tax problem. He was given that opportunity, whichhat this State Government is prepared to acknowledge the
the bank was going to deny him at that time. After reducingyear of the Family in the way in which it should, and the way
his debt level to one-third of what it was, the bank was thenn which many members of Parliament if not most members
going to move in and foreclose on him. Thanks to theof Parliament believe it should be acknowledged. Whether it
intervention of the Premier and the Minister at that time, thatvas a simple oversight, | do not know. | find it hard to
farmer is still farming, and farming quite well. As he said to believe that, in a budget of the size we are talking about, just
me the other day, he now has a tax problem mainly becausefew hundred thousand dollars could not have been put aside
of provisional tax requirements. for this once-in-a-decade recognition of the family. All
We are seeing a lack of forward thinking by the banks.Government departments would be coordinated with a simple
More particularly, in my view, unless the banks recogniseequest: ‘Please make a special effort during the year to have
that they have a responsibility to keep the good farmers osomething that will signify the Year of the Family; please put
the land, we are going to see a brain drain from the farmingomething on your information material that will assist in
community; we are going to see a lowering of the farmingpromoting the Year of the Family; please do something to
‘intelligence bank’; and that will have adverse effects on thehelp our kids and our families.’
long-term productivity of the State. Every member of Parliament would have experienced the
We are seeing a lessening in pest plant control measuresituation where, many times a day, destitute families who do
Banks are putting pressure on farmers such that farmers anet know which way to turn attend their offices on many
not carrying out the required noxious weed eradication thassues. When they do get to the office of the member of
they are supposed to. As everyone in this House would knoviParliament, quite often it is so far down the track that it is
to miss one year of seeding of noxious weeds puts the farwery difficult to assist them. | know that all members of
back seven years, because at one seeding, with the hard dParliament, regardless of their political persuasion, do their
the soft seed of any plant, seven years of germination occutsvel best to help those people. | am not being at all critical
down the track. So, it is important. of anyone. The system has grown upon us where we have had
| have challenged some of the banks—where they have patseries of pieces of legislation which has basically been anti-
lines through the pest plant control measures, where theamily, and we are now suffering the consequences of those
have taken that out of a farmer’s budget—that by doing thaissues and finding that more of our individual time and
they are becoming farm managers and therefore must cardepartmental time is spent trying to help those people who are
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caught up in that sort of mess—in trying to resolve theirhas left a legacy of disaffection that pervades the whole
problems. department from the highest to the lowest level.

However, it is not all bleak. On a slightly more positive ~ The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS: | rise on a point of order,
side, there has been a change of attitude for many peopMr Speaker. Is it not a tradition of this Parliament that
who, knowing full well that the farming industry is down and speeches should not be written by or for the speaker?
in some cases various fishing industries have turned around, The SPEAKER: There is no point of order about who
have looked to an alternative enterprise issue. On a visit to thgrites speeches. Again, | warn the honourable member, in the
Yallunda Flat Show last Monday, | saw that the Show Societyfriendliest manner from the Chair, about frivolous points of
showed vision; it set aside a hall and named the day ‘Arorder. He well knows there is no Standing Order relating to
Alternative Enterprise Day’. Those people came up with avho may write speeches. There is a custom whereby
series of small local alternative enterprises, such as theembers do not read speeches, but that is a different point of
farming of ostrich, emu, deer, elk, alpaca, oysters, yabbiesyrder altogether.
abalone, tuna, snapper and lobster, which are all aquaculture Mr VENNING: | take great exception to that. If the
or farming oriented and which have been commenced in thRonourable member had the courage to read through the
past three or four years. With the provision and the ability toEstimates Committees proceedings, he would work out what
foster some of those new industries, it may be that some afas said. | am repeating much of what was said there, and it
those people involved in those industries will get a start. Wavas allad lib, as in Question Time.
must get the Government red tape off their backs because The Hon. M.D. Rann: You should be on the front bench.
some of it is absolutely unreal. We must remove the barriers Mr VENNING: | take great exception to a terse comment
that have been placed before some of those people anglich as that, because it is a reflection on me that | am not able
provided they are operating within the laws and there is n@o write down matters that affect my industry. As the
health or quarantine risk to anyone else, we should give thefonourable member well knows, | know what is going on in
every opportunity to get their businesses going, and in turimy industry and | do not need anybody to write speeches. |

they may well assist this State to get back on its feet. hire a person in my office—and that is well known—to assist
The SPEAKER: The honourable member’s time has me with press releases and general research, but | prepare my
expired. own speeches. | will admit that my material is printed on

o computer so that | am able to have access to it over the years,

Mr VENNING (Custance): | appreciated being involved pecause it is good to be able to refer back. | am very upset
in the Estimates Committees, a procedure which is a verghout that allegation from the member for Napier. | am
good facility of the Parliament. | want to congratulate thosethankful that his days in this House are numbered.
who had the foresight to implement it. I note the suggestions  The Department of Primary Industries in South Australia
made yesterday by my colleague the member for Kavel ifyas been the lowest funded department in Australia for many
relation to the Senate Estimates Committees: it would be Pears. What we are seeing is further cuts. South Australia—
marvellous idea if the time restra_int was taken away so tha&ind | do not need to look up any of these facts because they
we could speak out on all these lines rather than be gaggegle well known—is the State in Australia that relies most on
as we have been in some of these Committees. Generally, thg agriculture. | tried to be positive during the Estimates
Committees were very constructive. Committees and | gave the Minister credit, because during the

The Hon. D.C. Wotton interjecting: past three years agriculture in this State has lifted its head and

Mr VENNING: Very much so. The prepared statementsis really making big gains. This industry alone can lift South
in reply to Dorothy Dix questions were regrettable. | amAustralia out of its demise, but to see this cut in our depart-
concerned about the allocation and level of funding for th&nent from the lowest to even lower is staggering_ | do not
Department of Primary Industries, and in particular in relatiorknow how the Minister could even consider it. Money should
to agriculture. Despite the Minister’s protestations—and hee put back in rather than further cuts being made.
has been doing a lot of waffling lately—about misreading the  \we have lost a lot of staff in the Department of Primary
figures (and he basically implied that | was a dill), it is |ndustries via TSPs and voluntary separation packages. The
irrefutable that agricultural services have suffered and in th@epartment has lost its former CEO, Dr Radcliffe: it has lost
coming year will suffer many hefty cuts. | had a heatedits 2|C; it has lost five key people in critical positions; and it
exchange with the Minister and without a doubt the figuresyas lost some of the most famous and dedicated scientists. |
are very hard to define. I do not deny the need for economiegsked the Minister, ‘When will the next lot of TSPs be
but what we see here is the continuation of a pattern of usingsfered and to whom?’ To his credit he did not know so he

the agriculture sector as an easy target for cuts in funds.Thgok the question on notice. | seek leave to continue my
formation of a super department has, on the Minister's owfemarks later.

admission, made it difficult to make direct comparisons. If | eave granted; debate adjourned.
| had a suspicious nature | might even be led to think that the

figures were deliberately clouded. This House has a right to [Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]
know what the Government is planning. It should not be up
to an individual member to have to go over every figure with ASSENT TO BILLS

a magnifying glass to try to wiggle out the information, if
indeed the information is even there. However | work out any  Her Excellency the Governor, by message, intimated her
of the figures, it is quite clear that the Government intends t@ssent to the following Bills:
continue the process of starving the agriculture sector of Employment Agents Registration,
resources. Mutual Recognition (South Australia),
The Minister denied my suggestion that staff morale was State Bank of South Australia (Investigator's Records and
low in this department. | still assert that the manner in whichPreparation for Restructuring) Amendment,
this department has, over the years, been cut and cut again Supply (No. 2),
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Tobacco Products Control (Miscellaneous) AmendmentState Supply tender was submitted a day before the named tender.
This would indicate that it was impossible for State Supply to have
PAPERS TABLED access through State Bank to the tender document from the other
organisation prior to their submission.
. . . Based on the available material, | find no evidence to support the
The fOHOV\.”r.]g papers were laid on the table: allegation there was any collusion in the submission of tender
By the Minister of Housing, Urban Development and documents by any parties in relation to the outsourcing of stationery
Local Government Relations (Hon. G.J. Crafter)— for the State Bank of South Australia in 1992. As such, | find this
Corporation of Port Lincoln—By-law—No. 26—Bathing and SSU€ is refuted. . . .
Controlling the Foreshore These inquiries have clearly indicated there is no evidence of
District Council of Paringa—By-law—No. 33—Lock 5 collusion or other criminal activities in the tender process. Examin-

Marina ation of the documents indicates the process was conducted within
accepted commercial guidelines.
SEATON NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL This report, which was signed by the Commissioner of

Police, highlights that, once again, the member for Bright has
A petition signed by 431 residents of South Australia,got it wrong. Police investigations into these spurious
requesting that the House urge the Government to providallegations are a waste of time, effort and money.
part of the former Seaton North Primary School campus for  The member for Bright claimed that he had received
a children’s playground, was presented by Mr Hamilton.  strong evidence to support his claims, yet once again the

Petition received. honourable member’s allegations were found to have
absolutely no basis or substance. In the past, when the
LAFFERS TRIANGLE member for Bright has made one of these allegations, | have

asked him to provide the police or myself with some evi-

A petition signed by 653 residents of South Australia,jence The honourable member has never provided any
requesting that the House urge the Government to support ti

retention of the land bounded by Sturt Creek and Sturt an vidence of substance or accuracy. vet the media and the

Marion Roads. k Laffers Trianal ublic continue to accept at face value the misinformation put
arion oads, known as Laflers lriangie, as open space, Wggnarq by the member for Bright, supposedly in the interests
presented by Mr Holloway.

. . of the electorate. This repeated misinformation not only
Petition received. damages the honourable member's reputation further but,
FOCUS 2000 more importan.tly, it brings the reputatiqns of another two

South Australian employers and their employees into

A petition signed by 61 residents of South Australia,d'srep_me_- I_caII on the mem_ber_foanght to apolog!se toall
requesting that the House urge the Government to retain tﬁgose IndIVIduals_and organisations slandered by his accusa-
current ownership and funding of tRecus 200ewspaper  10ns and allegations.
fl\(/l): SSﬂllJJttt; Q:g;rfahan Housing Trust tenants, was presented by LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE

Petition received. Mr McKEE (Gilles): | bring up the eighth report of the

STATE BANK Committee and move:
That the report be received.
The Hon. R.J. GREGORY (Minister of State Services): Motion carried.
| seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
Leave granted. ECONOMIC AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: During the Estimates
Committee debate on Wednesday 23 September this year, the Mr QUIRKE (Playford): | bring up the eighth report of
member for Bright asked me a number of questions relatinthe Economic and Finance Committee on the inquiry into
to the tender awarded to State Supply to supply stationery t@xecutive structures and salaries in the South Australian
the State Bank. The honourable member claimed, and | quofablic sector.
from Hansard Members interjecting:

The tender awarded to State Supply for the stationery supplied The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will
to the State Bank bore a strong similarity to a bid lodged at an earlielesume his seat. If the House cannot hear the honourable
time by a major Adelaide-based wholesaler. member speaking, we will not know what is being tabled. The
Furthermore, the member for Bright claimed that it had beemonourable member for Playford.
alleged to him that somehow State Supply had obtained a Mr QUIRKE: | move:
copy of a tender lodged by a competitor. The member for  That the report be received.
Bright was quoted in thédvertiserthe following day as
saying after the Estimates hearing that he had received strong
evidence to support his claims.

Motion carried.

Given the seriousness of these allegations, | gave my QUESTION TIME
assurance that | would contact the Commissioner of Police
to have this matter investigated immediately. | can now report PUBLIC SECTOR REMUNERATION

to the House the findings of the Anti-Corruption Branch, and N
| read an edited extract of the Anti-Corruption Branch’s final  The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Leader of the Opposition):
report, as follows: My question is directed to the Premier. Why has the

The initial allegation was that the tender from State SuplolyGovernment failed to take action to preclude unacceptable

replicated another tender. An examination of the tender documenfactices in public sector remuneration, which are described
clearly indicates this is not the case. Inquiries also indicate that thien the Economic and Finance Committee report just tabled as
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being disgraceful, totally inappropriate and leaving a greatompanies that would limit the capacity of those companies

deal to be desired? to compete effectively.
An honourable member interjecting: So, we will look at this report very closely indeed. In my
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Well, it was pretty widely  view, there is no justification for excessive packages that do
circulated last week by the Chairman— not, in a sense, match what is taking place in the private
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader will direct his sector. However, | make the point yet again that the Leader
guestion through the Chair. has chosen not to acknowledge what has been done in the

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: As long ago as 1988, the past 12 months in this regard. He would do himself and his
Government received advice from Treasury that salaries paictedibility due cause by paying tribute to the work that has
to State Bank executives should be made public to ensui@ready been done in this area.
greater accountability to the Parliament and the taxpayers.

The Government rejected that advice on the grounds that it MOUSE PLAGUE
would—and | quote the former Premier—'create more ] o
problems than it would solve’. Mrs HUTCHISON (Stuart): Will the Minister of

The former Public Accounts Committee made a similarPrimary Industries say what degree of success has been
recommendation three years ago in September 1990, and &¢hieved in controlling the mouse plague in South Australia,
months ago the Chairman of the Economic and Financand will he give any estimates of the total cost involved if
Committee warned publicly that ‘there is evidence of soméhese are available at this time? This is an important question.
very haphazard and questionable practices being used by Members interjecting:
some statutory authorities to fix large salary packages. The The SPEAKER: Order!
committee’s report today shows that the Government has The Hon. TR. GROOM: | am surprised at that reaction,
repeatedly ignored warnings and allowed disgraceful anfecause this is a most serious matter as far as the rural
totally inappropriate practices to continue even now. community is concerned. The strychnine baiting program

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: The first point to be made ended on 30 September and the farmers had 14 days after that
is that this report has just been tabled in this Parliament andg apply the strychnine. The reason for that, of course, is that
now that this has happened, it will, of course, be considerethey cannot take the risk of harvested grain being mixed with
by the Government. The second point | want to make is tha@aited grain. I do have final figures in relation to the estimate
the Leader, as he did yesterday, is quoting from statemen@§ damage and other matters associated with the campaign,
that were made in 1988 and 1990. He has failed to quote th@&nd it has been an enormous success. Without the use of
fact that this year's and last year's State Bank annual reporgfrychnine and, if it had been allowed to continue unchecked,
have followed a different practice to that of previous years irthe mouse plague would have caused losses of the order of
that they reveal details of the remuneration of senior exedb150 million to our crops and, if the mice numbers had
utives of the State Bank, something that | would have thoughnoved into the outer metropolitan area, like the northern
he would be pleased about. That is something that is novdelaide plains, or further into the South-East, damage for
happening that did not happen before. In a sense, | guess ttetample to our floriculture industry (which is worth
is an outcome of previous comments and recommendatior& 70 million to South Australia) would have been enormous,
that have been made. not to mention the horticultural losses as well. So it has been

I only have the press reports to go on with respect to th@&n enormous success.
report that has just been tabled in Parliament, and | have no Mice numbers have been reduced by 95 per cent. A total
idea of the extent of their accuracy; tAelvertiser'strack  of 350 000 hectares were baited throughout South Australia.
record in respect of accuracy is not notably good, so | willAs | said, 95 per cent of the mice numbers have been knocked
want to read the report myself. The third point that | want toout. We have effectively saved, through the use of strychnine,
make is that, as | read the report, it appears to make sons@mething like $100 million in crop losses that would have
references to those people directly within the public sectoptherwise occurred—not to mention the potential flow-on
more or less by way of actually detailing how much they earreffects. There were 73 State Government employees involved
in their salary package. The main criticisms seems to b& the campaign and 47 employees from the Animal and Plant
targeted at those who work for public trading enterprisesControl Commission.

Those recommendations will have to be taken into account Unlike South Australia, Victoria and New South Wales
seriously, and | have no problem with that. still have enormous problems. Victoria only a matter of two

At the end of the day the real issue that will have to beweeks ago authorised the use of ground baiting with strych-
taken into account in a special way is that these public tradingine. They had aerial baited, but they have only just author-
enterprises operate in the private trading environment. Thised the use of ground baiting, and as a result Victoria is now
real question then must be whether or not they are to be pugporting mice numbers in explosion proportions, and they
at a disadvantage with private competitors. | do not think thahave great difficulties in controlling the mice plague at this
would be a reasonable situation. | certainly accept that ipart of the year coming into harvest time. We advised
would not be reasonable for them to be in a favoured positioiictoria that it should not delay in relation to this matter.
in the business environment over private trading enterpriseghat is an example of where you can test what we did against
They should not have any favoured treatment in terms of thevhat other States have done, and Victoria has a great problem
salaries and packages that their senior executives earpecause it took an extra month before it authorised the use of
because there is no justification for that. However, if on theaerial baiting with strychnine and it has only just authorised
other hand a constraint is to be put upon them so that thefgfround baiting. So, Victoria is in great difficulties.
senior executives cannot be paid on a reasonably comparable In New South Wales, which did not use strychnine at all,
level with reasonably comparable institutions in the privatehey are now reporting mice numbers in plague proportions.
sector, that would mean that effectively there would be a'hey are also reporting an upsurge in mice numbers, but in
brain drain from those public trading enterprises into otheSouth Australia the mice numbers have been reduced by 95
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per cent, and we have saved the rural community in South The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: —some press reports in
Australia something like $100 million. At the commencementrecent days of speculation on the report. | understand that the
of the campaign the estimated damage to South Australiajsress speculation is reasonably accurate. So, assuming that
crops was between $20 million and $30 million. The finalthat is the case, | can only say that | have absolutely no
estimate is something like $40 million, but that is likely to be difficulty with what appear to be the recommendations of the
revised downwards as a result of farmers being able to resoreport.
as aresult of the use of strychnine and achieving a better than The practices that have been described are, of course,
expected harvest. common practice in the private sector and entirely in line with
So, while they are the final figures, they need to be putinhe Liberal Party’s policy of individual contracts, freely
that context: they may yet be revised downwards. | was at theegotiated between the employer and the employee. As |
Paskeville field day on Yorke Peninsula last week andinderstand it, that is the Liberal Party policy and that is what

farmers from Yorke Peninsula were telling me— has been occurring in the SGIC and the State Bank. | cannot
Members interjecting: quite see how the Opposition can complain with any sincerity
The SPEAKER: Order! | would ask the Minister to draw about the practice; it is its policy, but it is not mine and it is

his response to a close. not this Government’s. The fact that the SGIC and the State

The Hon. T.R. GROOM: The farmers from Yorke Bank have been operating in the same way that the private
Peninsula were very emotional about the fact that their crop3ector has been—completely in line with Liberal Party
had been saved, they were able to resow and they will haJeolicy—I believe is unsustainable. | also believe that anyone
an income as a result of the Government's use of strychnin&n0 goes to work for a public sector enterprise has to
in South Australia. Finally, | want to congratulate primaryunderstand thgt there may be some pe|_1alty attached to that.
producers across the State for their cooperation, because ifj§0bably the first penalty is a lack of privacy, and I support
only as a result of their cooperative effort that we have beetfat completely. One has to accept that if one works in the
able to put down the mice plague in South Australia. Theublic sector. All members of Parliament do and | believe
cooperative effort involved primary producers, people fromthat everyone who wo_rks for the SGIC and the State Bank has
my own office and of course private companies as well as thE® accept that there will not be, cannot be and ought not to be
district councils. There are still some scattered problems, by conf|(.jent|a||ty as regards their salary pagkgges. .
they are being monitored and treated by other means. Thereis areal down side to that, because it is a competi-
However, the situation is completely under control. It hagdive market out there, and it is the market that members
been an enormously successful campaign, and we only ha@@posite laud and praise on a daily basis. There is no doubt
to look at what is happening in Victoria and New Souththat for a number of executives in the city the remuneration

Wales to see how effective our campaign was. package will be the final determinant of where they work. If
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister is now becoming the State Bank and the SGIC cannot compete, they will not
repetitive, and he will resume his seat. get the best employees. It is as simple as that. | believe that
that is something that we must accept, because private sector
PUBLIC SECTOR REMUNERATION practices—common and everyday practices—are not

acceptable in the public sector and certainly are not accept-
Mr S.J. BAKER (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): ~ able to this Government.
Will the Deputy Premier accept responsibility for the The problem to some extent will be self-correcting from
executive remuneration practices of the SGIC, which thd April next year. There will be no financial benefit to
Economic and Finance Committee has described as disgrac@mployees to negotiate those kinds of contracts. It will cost
ful, inappropriate and unacceptable and, if not, who ighem as much in fringe benefits tax as will getting the whole
responsible? The committee is critical of the level ofofthe package in cash, so to a great extent the problem will
executive remuneration in the SGIC given the commission’yvork itself out. Nevertheless, contracts are still in place, and
poor financial performance in recent years and packages thagain | point out—although I do not want to be repetitious—
allow executives to minimise their tax obligations. that they were negotiated in the market place completely in
Both these issues were raised in the Government Managbe with private sector practice and completely in line with
ment Board report on the SGIC, which the Governmentiberal Party policy practice.
received in August 1991, more than two years ago. That Boththe SGIC and the bank know my views on this: they
report revealed that SGIC executive remuneration wagre very much aware of them. Both organisations report to
provided by ‘a combination of base salary, motor vehiclesParliament through their annual reports, which list the
car parking, superannuation, credit card balances, fees of ohgmber of executives in certain brackets, and any additional
type or another, travel expenses and home loans’. As a res@ietails that have to be given about those packages will be
of that report, the Government gave itself significantgiven to Parliament quite openly. Everybody knows the rules.
additional powers to control the operations of the SGIC, but can say in answer to the Deputy Leader that, if the reports
these remuneration practices have continued to flourish. of the Economic and Finance Committee are correct, | have
Over the past two years the number of SGIC executive80 difficulty with them, this Government has no difficulty
being paid more than $100 000 a year has also increased froffith them and any action that needs to be taken—
9to 12. The Economic and Finance Committee has expressed Members interjecting:
concern that the commission is not applying performance The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: It was taken two years

criteria in determining remuneration. ago. That is why they are in the annual report. | have just
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: As with the Premier, | gone through that for you.

have not seen this report. | have noted with interest— The SPEAKER: Order!
Members interjecting: The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Any further action that

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader is out of order. needs to be taken will be taken.
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GARBAGE RECYCLING TRANSFER CENTRE package with a cash component of only 40 per cent after Mr
Jones had told the Economic and Finance Committee on 7
Mr HAMILTON (Albert Park):  Will the Minister of ~ April 1993 that the commission would apply a policy
Environment and Natural Resources advise the House of amgquiring executives to take at least 50 per cent of their
concerns expressed by the Environment Protection Office iremuneration in cash? In the report tabled today, the commit-
regard to the proposed north-western waste recycling transfége found that five out of a total of 17 executives employed
facility at Royal Park? Mr Frank De Masi of Johnson Streetby SGIC and its subsidiaries received less than 50 per cent
Royal Park lives in close proximity to this proposed develop-of their total remuneration package as a base salary, and a
ment, as do many of my constituents, and has expressed gréaitther three received less than 60 per cent. If superannuation,
concern to me about potential noise and dust pollution fromvhich we all know is a standard, is included in the
the proposed facility which is planned for an area containingommittee’s calculation, the number of executives receiving
very considerable residential development. | understand th&ss than 50 per cent of their total remuneration package as
the Environment Protection Office may well share some of base salary rises to eight out of 17.
these concerns and in fact has communicated such concernsThe Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: As | said earlier, | have
to the Planning Commission, hence my question. not seen the report. The member for Bragg has an advantage
The Hon. M.K. MAYES: The member for Albert Park over me.
has raised this issue previously in the House and has obvious- Mr Ingerson interjecting:
ly kept his constituents in touch with his concerns about the The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: He appears to have a copy
proposed development. | know that the honourable memben front of him. | do not; nobody has given me one.
supports strongly the establishment of the recycling depots: Members interjecting:
his concerns are that they should be environmentally The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | have no intention of
acceptable and placed in the appropriate location. Thasking for one right now. These things have to be studied in
honourable member is correct in saying that the EPO doegetail.
have a number of concerns with this development, and has The SPEAKER: Order!

expressed those concerns, correctly (as the honourable The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | will say that the report

member said), to the Planning Commission. The submissiogjj|| be studied very quickly. If any action is to be taken with

that has been made as part of the range of submissiongspect to anybody, Mr Jones or anybody else, of course it

received by the commission is currently being consideredyjj| be taken, and it will be taken very speedily indeed.

The EPQO’s primary concern relates to the potential for exceqqowever' as with all these th|ngs raised by members

noise and dust that could be emitted from the generator of thgpposite, there are usually two sides to the story. | will wait

proposed facility. to hear the other side of the story and, if necessary, | will be
| am sure that members will appreciate that the site isappy to bring the other side of the story back to the

zoned light industrial and, by definition, a light industrial areaParliament, but | do not believe in hanging anybody before

is one that does not add or create any appreciable noisg trial.

smoke, smell or dust in the immediate area or any other

nuisance to so cause any loss of amenity to those people in SMOKING POLICY

that area. As the honourable member has said, there are

people living in a residential environment very close to the Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Can the Minister representing

site. A minute of the EPO regarding this development stateghe Minister of Transport Development explain why the
Recycling depots have been a cause of complaint to tthCe of Transport Policy and PIann!ng aII(_)WS_ S_moklng In

Environment Protection Office regarding noise, odour and dust anBine-seater taxi buses that rank to pick up individuals from

these issues are not adequately addressed in the planning applicattetels and sporting venues when the Metropolitan Taxi Cab

01 hosvy venicles c. The report proposes that the aperation il g od Profibits smoking in licensed cabs?

gontain)éd within purpose-bﬁilt t?uilgings, there is,phowever, no _The Hon. M.D. RANN: | will get a report from the

assessment of the likely emissions of noise, odour etc. from theddinister of Transport Development for the honourable

buildings. Unless the buildings are designed and constructed as mmember.

contain high levels of noise they may not be effective in preventing

the emission of excessive noise. The proponent claims that noise STATE BANK

At This ACt s Intendedtor the resailion of existig Noise confics

and is not a standard by which new development ghould be judged. Mr OLSEN (Kavel): How does the Premier justify the

This office recommends that noise from new development shouldiSe of almost $4.8 million of taxpayers’ money to make
not significantly add to the existing noise environment. In particularseverance payments to State Bank executives since February

noise from the development should not exceed the existing ambient991? The report of the Economic and Finance Committee
level of noise by more than 5dB. tabled today shows that, since the bank collapsed and the
| think the honourable member has correctly raised this issu&overnment took control through its indemnity arrangements,
here and in doing so has very adequately and efficientlgeverance payments totalling $4.798 million have been made
represented his constituents. | commend him for that antb 39 executives. These payouts are in addition to payments
hope that we can see these matters resolved very efficientfpr outstanding annual and long service leave and average

by the Planning Commission. more than $123 000 per executive. The committee has
described these severance payments as excessive to those
PUBLIC SECTOR RENUMERATION executives whose performance has been criticised by the

Royal Commissioner and the Auditor-General and who have
Mr INGERSON (Bragg): Does the Deputy Premier been labelled ‘bastards’ by the Deputy Premier when he
intend to take any action against the Managing Director oEomplained about their role in the downfall of the former
SGIC, Mr Jones, for approving an executive remuneratiofPremier.
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The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Again, this refers to areport thought would know better, that this is a common situation

that will have to be studied in detail— that applies in many organisations that have gone through
Members interjecting: downsizing arrangements in the private sector. They have to
The SPEAKER: Order! make severance payments. Those severance payments are

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: —when | have a copy ofit, made up in fairly standard sorts of ways, looking at fairly
and my officers and those of the Deputy Premier willstandard sorts of features, and that is what has happened in
certainly do that. | point out that this matter related to athe case of the State Bank.
downsizing situation within the bank. We now have the good
bank, as it is called, making real profits, unlike the illusory
ones it was making before.

Members interjecting:

SOUTHERN RIGHT HOME

The Hon. D.J. HOPGOOD (Baudin): My question is
: I . - \
theTc:]ueez'fi)oErf\KER. Order! The member for Kavel has asked directed to the Minister of Housing, Urban Development and
: . . Local Government Relations. What involvement, if any, has
ha\;l;ehg ?i?unétli_ganl\\/lhﬁ?eNtﬁle_[t:ér;llgisst qua?lzir\:v'tcgr]e.r(\e/\é? nrc:)\qtsthe South Australian Government in the Seaford energy
g very P efficient display home project known as Southern Right

Members interjecting: : - Lo
The SPEAKER: The Leader is out of order. Home, and what expectations does the Minister have for it~

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Why is it making very real The Hon. G.J. CRAFTER: | thank the honourable
profits—because it has got back to the basics of banking thatember for his interest in this very exciting project, of which
it should be on about. It has got back to targeting the markeffie State Government is a proud sponsor. The South
that it does particularly well at. It frankly did not need the Australian Housing Trust has provided assistance towards the
size— construction of the house with an interest free loan of
An honourable member interjecting: $43 000. This will be repaid when the project is wound up
The SPEAKER: | warn the Leader of the Opposition. and the home sold, which is anticipated to be in December
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: —of the employment 1994. | understand that the Electricity Trust of South
structure or the capital structure that it had previously. IAustralia, the Office of Energy Planning and the Energy
simply no longer needed that. There was a choice availablk@formation Centre have also provided assistance in one form
to the new management and new board of the bank that th€yf another to promote energy aspects of this important
simply could have decided to keep all the extra people whorfiroject.
the bank was contractually obliged to employ, because they The Southern Right Home is a joint initiative of the A.V.
were part of the employment of the former bank, andjennings corporation, the Noarlunga council and the State
somehow just put them aside in offices where they would nogovernment. Its aim is to demonstrate how new ideas in
actually do anything because they would be surplus tgoyse design and construction, energy efficiency, domestic
requirements. If that had been the case, the bank would ngkcuyrity and safety, and environment sensitivity can be
have been able to ac_hleve its current rate of return: it WOU'%rought together in everyday, affordable family housing
have had to be paying those salaries needlessly, becauggations. The Southern Right Home is currently being
frankly those employees would have been in excess of theonstructed at Clearwater Crescent, Noarlunga. | understand
requirements of the bank. it is now at the lock-up stage and currently having various

So, the actual decision to downsize, | would have thoughtappliances installed and landscaping work done in prepara-
was one that we would Support in this place. | would hquion for its official opening in mid-November.

thought that was one decision that was acknowledged as . . . .
being a wise one on behalf of the new board, the new It will be open to the public asadlsp_lay home to F"°V'd‘?
management, of the bank. Ideas and advice on all aspects of housing from house design

When it comes to downsizing arrangements, you then hay@d siting to safety and security, as well as providing
ractical hints on how to save on domestic energy consump-

to examine what are the requirements to do that downsizini.. . h e
The simple fact is that many of these employees who wor on. _The_ Southern nght Home is very much a first in the
for the bank had contractual employment arrangements witf2Y It Prings together into a single display concept the full
the bank, and you simply do not decide that you will tear ug @19€ Of new ideas and directions in housing. It combines
those arrangements and say, ‘Tough luck'. If you do that, an€Si9n idéas such as house siting, passive heating and
if that is what members opposite are recommending the barﬁ?c’"ng’ and natural lighting, with safety features such as
should have done, quite understandably those people who hggn-sliP floor surfaces, safety glass and a range of fire
had their contracts torn up without due recompense woulgrotection measures. It promotes environmental features such
have gone to their nearest lawyer and taken legal action. Thé@p the use of waffle pads in the foundations made from
would have had a reasonable case: indeed, it is likely thaFcycled plastics, as well as products which minimise energy
they would have had an overwhelming chance of succeedin@pns.umpt'on’ such as aerated building blocks, roof
It is true that nothing is ever certain. They might not have-entilations and internal heat control zoning.
succeeded, but since there would be an overwhelming chance All this is done with price in mind. The ideas promoted in
they would have succeeded, the bank would have faced legile Southern Right Home are ideas which we can all afford.
costs in fighting these cases in the court which, again, woultlwould suggest they are ideas which will make our own
have been an unnecessary drain on its real profitability whelnomes safer places in which to live, whilst looking after the
there were other procedures that could have been followeénvironment. | would like to take this opportunity to con-
So, they followed the arrangement of making severancgratulate A.V. Jennings and the various officers of the State
payments to these people who were no longer necessary @overnment and Noarlunga council who have been involved
the new organisation, and that is not unique to the State Bank bringing together this important initiative, and | certainly
| can assure the honourable member, who | would hav®ok forward to viewing it myself in the near future.
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PUBLIC SECTOR REMUNERATION What confidence can taxpayers have that their money is not
being wasted when the Parliament does not even know who
The Hon. H. ALLISON (Mount Gambier): My question is spending it? On page 18 of its report today, the Economic
is directed to the Premier. Why is the Government still failingand Finance Committee has revealed that it was unable to
to ensure full disclosure of information about public sectorobtain a comprehensive list of the statutory authorities and
executive remuneration? In September 1990, the formehat the Office of Public Sector Reform was still compiling
Public Accounts Committee recommended the publicsuch a list. More than three years ago, in a report (to which
disclosure of remuneration of executives employed within th@ther members have referred) issued in September 1990 on
public sector. Today, more than three years later, at pages &overnment accountability, the former Public Accounts
and in sequence, the Economic and Finance Committee h&mmittee made a similar criticism, revealing that it may not
reported that full disclosure is still not being required of allhave been able to identify all statutory authorities for which
statutory authorities. | ask this question in light of thethe Government is responsible.
continuing requests that were made to the Economic and The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: The overwhelming majority
Finance Committee during compilation of that report forof statutory authorities have been not only named but agreed
continuing secrecy and also in light of the answer to thaupon. What remains, however, as a question that requires
second question today by the Deputy Premier, who claimBurther examination depends on whether certain bodies come
that he supports full disclosure of public salaries. under the definition of ‘statutory authorities’.
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Since the release of that Mr Lewis interjecting:
report in 1990, there in fact have been moves for more The SPEAKER: Order!
disclosure than was previously the case, and | reported onthat The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Well, the member for
earlier this afternoon. So, there is more disclosure now oMurray-Mallee waves the report around and quotes a page
public sector salaries—certainly with respect to statutonnumber. Again, | draw attention to the fact that | have only
authorities and public trading enterprises—than was the cagest received this report. | will have it investigated, and | will
at the time of that report in 1990. We now have this reporcome back with some further comments on these matters.
(and I now physically have this report; it has just been put The Hon. D.C. Wotton: That's a weak response.
before me) and it will be, as has been said a number of times The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: If the member for Heysen
today, considered very seriously indeed. The very principlavishes, | will just spend my time reading this right now rather
of disclosure, as the Deputy Premier said a few moments agthan answering questions. As this report has been delivered
is certainly supported, and the question is that it should b&o me only today, it is appropriate that | give it due and
supported to the maximum reasonable extent. What then hasoper consideration rather than take into account some—
to be determined is whether there are any reasonable limits Members interjecting:
that might have to be considered. But we will not comment The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Heysen is out
on that until we have had a chance to consider this report ansf order.

make considered decisions on that matter. The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: [ will look at this report in
its entirety and find out what the full recommendations are—
FIREARMS not take them out of context—and bring back some detailed

responses to those recommendations; and, indeed, one of

Mrs HUTCHISON (Stuart): Will the Minister of  those responses will deal with the matter raised by the
Emergency Services indicate to the House whether he has agyember for Murray-Mallee.

intention to request the Commissioner of Police to review the
administration of firearms control following the introduction WINE TAX
of the new regulations under the amended Firearms Act? |
have been approached by a number of constituents who, The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS (Napier): Can the Minister
whilst expressing strong support for the changes to thef Business and Regional Development inform the House of
legislation for firearms control (and, in fact, one of them saidhe purpose of next week’s visit by ACTU Secretary, Bill
that it was brilliant), have expressed concern that the systeielty, who is Chairperson of the Federal Government's
of administration for these controls carried out by the PoliceRegional Development Task Force? | understand that Bill
Department has not been sufficiently streamlined to take int&elty will be meeting with the Minister to discuss the State
account the requirements of the new legislation. Government's submission to the Federal Government's
The Hon. M.K. MAYES: A number of people have Regional Development Task Force, including the impact of
approached me regarding the administration of this mattethe Federal budget on South Australia’s wine industry.
involving the forms to be completed and the requirementsto  The Hon. M.D. RANN: | certainly will be happy to
be observed by applicants for licences, including renewalginswer this question about this important meeting with Mr
I will ask the Registrar to look at streamlining the administra-Kelty and his task force. On Monday, State Cabinet will be
tion system. As the system settles down, we will obviouslymeeting with Mr Kelty to discuss the State Government's
see some hiccups in it and, given what the honourablgubmission to the Federal Government’s Regional Develop-
member and other members (namely, the members fanent Task Force, which was announced earlier this year by
Mitchell and Henley Beach) have said, | will be happy to takethe Prime Minister, Mr Keating. The submission will cover

up this matter with the Registrar. a number of specific areas, the details of which will be
released early next week. In this State there has been broad
STATUTORY AUTHORITIES restructuring in a number of industries vital to South

Australia’s economic and job growth, including industries
Mr LEWIS (Murray-Mallee): Will the Premier say why such as the automotive industry and the textile, clothing and
his Government is so incompetent that it cannot even identif§ootwear sector. There is no doubt that during the recession
how many statutory authorities exist in South Australia?many of these industries were hit hard by a number of
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changes to industry policy by the Federal Government, of You're looking probably at the first activity on the Gillman site
course, particularly by tariff adjustments. A number of thoséf] terms of any. . anyactual form in the 1997 sort of time frame. So
industries responded well, especially in the case of thd' @longway away.
automotive industry, which is performing spectacularly well  The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: [ challenge the member for
in terms of exports—both the major manufacturers and thélayward to do some more homework on this matter. |
car components industries. suggest that he check the speech that | made on the day on
While the State Government supports restructuring, whichivhich the Federal election was announced, as that was the
enables companies to become more world competitive, themy on which the comment was made about these 70 plus
must be real and continued assistance from théouses being built and that construction would start by the
Commonwealth to aid the process because, obviously, thanhd of the year. | ask him to compare again the statements |
restructuring process has hit some States with a heavyade in the Estimates Committee, and that he look carefully
manufacturing sector disproportionately hard, and certainlyat the genesis of these houses as part of the MFP, where they
this matter will be raised with Mr Kelty on Monday. There are to be built, because he will find that there is no contradic-
will also be discussions about the importance of the airporion between the comments made by Ross Kennan and me on
upgrading and the MFP to the overall development of Soutthe construction of houses under the MFP banner. He will
Australia as a region. find that | said that construction will start towards the end of
In addition, the Federal budget decision to increase the tathis year. If there is any slippage in that, it will be a matter of
on wine has, of course, had an enormous impact on the Southonths and not years as the honourable member implies. |
Australian wine industry and grape growers. The Premier hagave the honourable member with the challenge to do that
already made the Government'’s position quite clear to Primbomework, because he will find that he has the wrong end of
Minister Paul Keating and to Treasurer John Dawkins. Wehis question and that he has missed the point.
do not support the rise in taxation on wine, particularly at a
time when the industry is strengthening its export perform- ABORIGINAL STUDENTS
ance and the nation’s economy in general; indeed, particular-
ly on the eve of a major campaign by the industry to reach Mrs HUTCHISON (Stuart): Wil the Minister of
$1 billion in export sales per year by the year 2000. Education, Employment and Training indicate any initiatives
| wrote to Bill Kelty suggesting that there be specific that are being taken to support the language development of
discussions on the wine industry and the wine tax issue angiboriginal students in this International Year of the World's
| asked him to meet with industry leaders. | will speakIndigenous People?
personally with Mr Kelty about the potentially devastating The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: | thank the honourable
impact of the wine tax on South Australia’s regional econoimember for her continuing interest in her constituents and for
mies and about ways in which the task force can assist ouepresenting the interests of Aboriginal students in South
position. One of the members of the task force is Margarefiustralia. The department provides additional staffing,
Lehmann of Peter Lehmann Wines, and she has already heddjuating to about 100 Aboriginal education workers and 42
meetings in South Australia on a number of issues, and | hav&boriginal education resource teachers, to schools with large
met with Steven Howard, one of Mr Kelty's deputies. | numbers of Aboriginal students. Part of their role is to assist
believe that Mr Kelty's visit is something that we as a Statethe language and literacy development of students and to
must take advantage of in order to represent the interests wfiprove attendance levels of Aboriginal students at schools
not just the wine industry but also our automotive and TCRhroughout the State.
sectors. The Aboriginal Education Unit has also developed two
major teacher training and development programs entitled
MULTIFUNCTION POLIS ‘English Language Acquisition’ and ‘Teaching Aboriginal
) Students’. Over 200 teachers are currently involved in these
_ MrBRINDAL (Hayward): How does the Premier equate rograms in South Australia. English as a second language
his predl_ctlon that_ house construction on the Gillman §|te V‘_""teaching methodologies have been implemented as a success-
begin this year with the comment made by the MFP's Chiefy,| strategy for English literacy development in remote
Executive Officer, Mr Ross Kennan, in an ABC interview anangu schools. Literacy levels and attendance for
with Susan Mitchell on 28 September that the first activity ofaporiginal students generally remain much lower than those
any factual form’ will not be until 1997; and can he now give f the wider student population, and considerable effort is
any clear timetable on when urban development in the formg,rrently under way to more accurately quantify the attain-
of housing will actually start on the Gillman site? ment and attendance levels of Aboriginal students in the key

In the Estimates Committee’s proceedings of 14earming period between reception and year 10 and, of course,
September, the Premier was questioned about earligithin our SACE program in years 11 and 12.
statements that he made concerning the construction of

houses on the Gillman site this year. In reply to one question MULTIFUNCTION POLIS
he said:

I refer to a statement | made on the construction of these houses Mr MEIER (Goyder): My question is directed to the
com_mencm% byr':he end of the year. Every estimation is that that wilbremier. What is the total annual cost to taxpayers of the
continue to be the case. appointment of Mr Ron Dent as Communications Director for

In reply to the next question he said: the MFP, and how does the Premier justify this cost when the
~ Thatis quite right. The start of construction on those 70 houseMFP already has a Public Affairs Manager on a remuneration
is scheduled before the end of the year. package of almost $90 000 a year; a Senior Marketing

In the Susan Mitchell interview of 28 September Mr RossAdviser, who earns more than $60 000 a year; and a Media
Kennan was asked what sort of time frame the MFP wasiaison Officer on more than $50 000 a year? What possible
planning for the development of Gillman. He replied: benefit are taxpayers getting from this spending when the
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Chief Executive Officer, Mr Kennan, admitted in a television ~ Mr Lewis: Question!
interview last week that the MFP has yet to even develop a The SPEAKER: Order!

vision which it can communicate? The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: The arrangements and con-
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Again, we have very figurations that members of Parliament have on their

selective quoting of things here— telephones in their electoral offices are their business. | have
Members interjecting: no idea what they have, and | would not expect the depart-
The SPEAKER: Order! ment to have any idea. | know that there are arrangements

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: It is quite a disreputable about the number of telephone calls that they can make. |
way of approaching the question. | would have thought thamight point out that in my own case, when | became a
the member for Goyder was above that sort of selectivenember of Parliament and found there was an ISD bar on my

quoting, of taking something out of context— telephone, | had it removed. All you do is pick up the
An honourable member interjecting: telephone book, look in the inquiry section, ring Telecom and
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | certainly do have an the arrangement is made. If the member for Hayward had
answer. some difficulties in that area, he could have contacted me and
Members interjecting: I would have given him the assistance | give any member
The SPEAKER: Order! who contacts me in relation to these matters.
Mr Meier interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Goyder. CONCERT TICKETS

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | take it that this means that o
the member for Goyder quite clearly is indicating that he does  Mrs KOTZ (Newland): How does the Minister of
not support the MFP and all that is involved in that project asEmergency Services justify the use of departmental resources
| take it, do many members opposite. | suppose that is a@hd money to circulate by fax to his departments a request to
good as we can do in terms of trying to get policies out of thd?® compensated for tickets to a concert he was unable to
Opposition: to find out what they do not happen to agree witrfttend? Was he eventually able to sell the tickets and, if so,
and say that that is one of their policies. | would very muchthe House would be anxious to know whether he was able to
like to know what the Opposition’s policy on the MFP is— recoup the full cost of the tickets? Sir, with your concurrence
that would be quite interesting—before the voices starind by leave of the House I will explain.
interjecting in various forms, because | know that members The Hon. J.P. Trainer: Question!
on that side of the House have a very divided set of opinions  The SPEAKER: Order! ‘Question’ has been called.
on the matter. The member for Goyder has asked a series bfembers can do so at any time; that is their prerogative.
questions about the employment of Mr Ron Dent. | will takeHowever, we have had one each side and | would suggest, for
those questions on notice and bring back a response. the conduct of the House, that we leave it alone from now on.
Members interjecting: Itis totally up to members, but | suggest that may be the wise
The SPEAKER: Order! Do members want a Question course to take. The Minister of Emergency Services.
Time or an across-the-Chamber debate? The member for The Hon. M.K. MAYES: | have no idea what the

Walsh. honourable member is talking about, but | will privately
accept the information that she might have available, and |
INTERNATIONAL SUBSCRIBER DIALLING will be happy to investigate the matter.
The Hon. J.P. TRAINER (Walsh): Will the Minister of BARTON ROAD

Labour Relations and Occupational Health and Safety say
which members of the House of Assembly have an ISD bar Mr ATKINSON (Spence): My question is directed to the
on their electorate office telephones and which do not, anilinister representing the Minister of Transport Development.
why, and whether the member for Hayward has access to thi¥hen will the Minister of Transport Development fulfil her
facility? It appears that some electorate office telephones magbligation under the Road Traffic Act to clear the Adelaide
not have ISD access for overseas telephone calls, and mdsity Council’s unlawful closure of Barton Road, North
telephones at Parliament House do not. However, the Lead&delaide? When will the Minister take control of the Road
of the Opposition’s telephone is one of a minority that areTransport Department and the State Transport Authority for
unrestricted. Furthermore, operator connected overse#ise purpose of allowing the safe two-way flow of private
telephone calls are possible through both electorate officeehicles along Barton Road, North Adelaide?
telephones and Parliament House telephones. On 13 July | was told by the Government:

| see your quizzical expression, Mr Speaker. By way of | refer to your letter of 28 April 1993 concerning the issuing of
further explanation, this became a matter of public interesnfringement notices to motorists driving through the bus lane at

recently for reasons outlined in ti@ity Messengenf 29 ?}aftoﬂ RFad,INorth_Adelaide. Th‘le Corgmisds_ionerc_)f Pct’)”ce adViSﬁS
) that the legal position is currently under discussion between the

September by Alex Kennedy, who stated: Police Department and the Adelaide City Council. Until discussions
MP Mark Brindal deservedly got done like a dinner for his are complete no infringements will be issued for disobeying the

cynical announcement about having a world expo at Gillman in théBuses only’ sign. Advice on the result will be sent to you in due

year 2000. Just maybe he was being serious, although that doesurse.

stretch the most non-cynical imagination. However, when confronte% d 11.2 Mrs 7 ki of P Hill

by the fact that the year 2000 world expo was already arranged, hi¢eSterday at 11.25 a.m. a Mrs Zaworski of Para Hills was

answer gets the prize for cynic of the week. issued with a traffic mfrmgement notice for $112 for
Poverty-stricken on an MP’s salary, Brindal said on radio that heexercising her right as a motorist to drive on a public road,

did not have ISD access (at work) to ring overseas to check. In othgp it Barton Road, North Adelaide. On 1 December 1992,

words, he was not willing to pay for such a call from his own phone. [
He was only willing to check on the feasibility of a multi-million the Minister of Transport Development wrote to me to assure

dollar project supposedly for the taxpayers’ benefitif the phone calMe that bus operators had been told by their depot manager
came free. Hope he gets a Telecard from Father Christmas. not to block the exit and entrance to Barton Road for the
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purpose of denying access to Barton Road to privatén a way that will advantage the maximum number of young
motorists, yet each working day private motorists are deniefeople, particularly during their school-age years. | suggest
access to Barton Road by some bus operators blocking thiat this misdirection of resources to very few young people
exit and entrance to that road. at primary school age is contrary to what has now been

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | will take up the matter with my declared as a national objective in this area of youth sporting
colleague the Minister of Transport Development in anothepolicy.
place.

TRAINING PROFILE
SCHOOL SPORTS
Mr FERGUSON (Henley Beach): Can the Minister of

Mr OSWALD (Morphett): My question is directed tothe Education, Employment and Training outline the benefits to
Minister of Recreation and Sport. Why is the GovernmeniSouth Australia of the new State training profile?
continuing to ban interst{:\;e competition for pr!mary sghqols The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: Today | had great pleasure
when at least 11 competitive sports have continued with it of, |aynching the 1994 State training profile, which provides
recommended it? Does he agree that such a ban is therefo{&,yeprint for the development of the State’s vocational,
discriminatory of those students, teachers and parents WhQycation and training system. Not only does it provide a
want to participate? In view of the forthcoming Olympic p1yeprint but it is important to recognise that the State
Games in the year 2000, does he agree that such a ban Wilkining profile has been developed as a result of consulta-
place our young students at an unfair disadvantage comparggys petween industry, commerce, private enterprise and the

with students from other States who are not denied theommunity-based training providers as well as the depart-
opportunity to compete at interstate level at an early age? mjent.

The Hon. G.J. CRAFTER: At the recent Sports Minis-
ters Council meeting there was unanimous agreement that

should establish across Australia a policy for junior sport, an verriding priority for South Australia is to regain prosperity

I thm(l; that |so:ong|ove(|;d;1he. Itis atimely :jocument ??d .': by creating a competitive edge in traded goods and services.
provides—and, as 1 said, thereé was general agreement 1or It interesting to note that the profile indicates that the
thf“‘t there should be national sporting competitions for reatest growth areas for training in 1994 will be in the
primary school aged students, but they should occur onl ervices and hospitality fields, with a projected growth from

where those national sporting organisations sponsor thf992 to 1994 of something like 15 per cent. Increased

competmon and see tha.t as apprppnate. . . training will be provided in the areas of food processing,
It is generally recognised that in some fields of Sport'ngnospitality travel. tourism and recreation.
endeavour, for example, gymnastics, national competition is It is important that we understand where we are and where

appropriate, but it should be under the auspices of the are going. This training profile is something that will
national sporting organisations concerned. That has been the going. 9p 9

position in South Australia for a long time. The honourableWork with industry, with training providers and with the

member is advancing that those States where the educatigﬁepn"’;rgt?st%t tov?/irgﬁl:rr]itgat”;/veton:?;icnh tgsnecoggrr;éc daer\t/iillf-p_
authorities provide very substantial sums of money not for th% gy Y young people p

South Australia is now expected to get an extra
.3 million in special funding for training in 1994. The

young athletes themselves but for teachers to be paid to lea! ly Wr?(t)ha.ret fk_ax_|b|e, Whottarethlghly tra|tned ?nd vc\j/ho,

their schools, their class rooms—and in this State | think th (rjou% flrsran:rl]ng, c?nlg ract new investments and new

amount is equivalent to about one-third of a million dollarsMaustnes to sou ustrafia.

each year—should be directed away from sporting programs

which encourage greater participation of young people in

sport. In fact, it is directed to very few students and to .

teachers who will participate in so-called national competi- M MATTHEW (Bright): | seek leave to make a

tions organised between education authorities, not by th@ersonal explanation.

national sporting organisations. It is seen that the money in Leave granted.

those circumstances is better directed into areas of, say, Mr MATTHEW: During the ministerial statement to the

sporting camps for very talented young people in outHouse prior to Question Time today, the Minister of State

community. For example, the South Australian NationalServices misrepresented me over a $4 million State Bank

Football League was involved in a very successful talengontract given to State Supply. The Minister said:

camp for young boys who have the talent to progress inthat The member for Bright was quoted in thedvertiser the

sporting field. following day as saying after the Estimates hearing that he had
The number of States that are now actually supporting thagceived strong evidence to support his claims.

competition, given that not all States could participatel did not make any such statement to thevertiserand |

through their school structures, is diminishing and it is seemdvised the Anti-Corruption Branch of the Police Force of

as much more desirable that national sporting organisationis fact. The Minister said:

cond.uct these national competitions under their own auspices, The member for Bright claimed that he had received strong

and indeed that the scarce resources that we have at Stg{fence to support his claims, yet once again the honourable

level are directed into areas like national sporting campsnember’s allegations were found to have absolutely no basis or

talent identification and the broader participation of youngsubstance.

people in sporting activities. We all know that far too few | gig not make any such statement. Further, the Minister said:
young people participate in organised sporting activities and In the past, when the member for Bright has made one of these
that the drop-out rate, particularly for girls, during the llegations, | have asked him to provide the police or myself with

secondary school years is unacceptable in this country. W&me evidence. The honourable member has never provided any
need to make sure that we allocate the resources that we haagdence of substance or accuracy.

STATE BANK
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I have made statements to the police in the past; | have The Hon. M.K. MAYES (Minister of Environment and
provided the police with evidence; and | have provided theNatural Resources):l want to make a brief comment about
police with potential withesses. | am sure that the Minister ishe comment of the member for Hayward yesterday in regard
aware—if | am assuming correctly, the statement he iso his appearance in the matter between ex-councillor Hudson
making is about an allegation concerning drugs in prison—and me. | have never seen a more uncomfortable delivery, if
that there is presently an officer before the court charged with might say so, from any member of Parliament on any
dealing in $10 000 worth of heroin. The Minister further said:occasion than the honourable member’s attempt to explain his

Police investigations into these spurious allegations is a waste @bpearance in the court when the decision was handed down
time, effort and money. by Mr Justice Mohr.

I did not ask the Minister to call in the anti-corruption branch: The honourable member then went on to plead that he had
: . " P ‘no involvement at all. | am afraid that | am not convinced and
he did so of his own volition. If money was wasted, the

Minister is to blame. The Minister asked me to apologise: or% am sure that very few, if any, of my colleagues are con-

e o 2 vinced. | am sure that the electorate will not be convinced
the contrary, itis the Minister who should be apologising. either, because the honourable member has a history. Unley

is a small place and | have a network of friends who keep me

INTERNATIONAL SUBSCRIBER DIALLING informed of what is happening. On many occasions the
i member for Hayward has been seen in the company of ex-

Mr BRINDAL (Hayward). | seek leave to make a councillor Hudson after meetings of council and in collabor-
personal explanation. ation with him.

Leave granted. Any explanation he has offered in this place and the

Mr BRINDAL: In a question today the member for attempt yesterday to explain away his involvement give me
Walsh asked about ISD use in connection with my electorateo comfort at all and do not encourage me to think that there
office and quoted an article from Mrs Kennedy and ahas not been some involvement by him or the Liberal Party
statement | am purported to have made on the radio. ih this whole exercise. If that is the case, that is fairly
acknowledge that | made the statement. | received a copy ghameful. The matter is between an ex-councillor of the
the press release which the Premier put out on this matter ai@brporation of the City of Unley and me and does not involve
in which he said that | should have made a simple phone calihe Liberal Party or any functionary or apparatchik of the

When | discussed this matter—recollecting that | hadLiberal Party. By his own admission yesterday the honour-
asked for an ISD ban on my office phone and finding thagéible member indicted himself.
there had been one on that phone because | had attempted tol want to turn my attention to one other matter in relation
use line 1—my personal assistant told me that in fact therto the activities of the member for Hayward. | refer in
was no ISD ban on our second line. | then proceeded to takgarticular to women'’s rights in relation to abortion. It has
the Premier's advice and make a simple phone call. | rangeen brought to my attention by one of my friends who is
013 at 9 a.m. and | was told that they would have to ring Pari#nvolved in the Right to Life organisation that the member for
for the number and | was kept waiting for 10 minutes. TheyHayward has disappeared—he has vanished from the scene;
then got back to me and said that all the lines to Paris werlae has not bobbed up on this issue for a number of months.
engaged. At 9.25 a.m. they rang back to say that the lineBhe organisation is very concerned about his failure to
were still engaged. At 10.5 a.m. they gave me the phoneupport it. In fact, the members of the organisation feel that

number. he has ratted on them.
An honourable member interjecting: | refer to a variety of statements that have been made and
The SPEAKER: Order! comments in the newspapers over the years since the private

i . . . member’s Bill was brought before this House in October
. MI; BRIND,tAhL. PI the_n 'f”e((jj 12 tlmeds_tdurmg thte df.llyg;[oz 990. | will quote from some of those newspaper articles in
ring Faris on the Fremiers advice and It was not until .24 4tjon to the honourable member’s attitudes on this issue.

that evening that | finally got through. Unfortunately, in ParisAn article in theAdvertiserof 18 October 1990 states:
they speak French and my French is not very good. So when

| spoke to the girl | did get her to understand—

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable memberisnow AN honourable memberinterjecting:
starting to stray from a direct personal explanation. The Hon. M.K. MAYES: Don't you get into it; just be

Mr BRINDAL: | will be brief. When | finally goton to  Waned- The article states:

. ; inning_  Brindal’s Bill threatens more than existing laws on abortion. It
the people, | was told—as | had been told in the beginning is seen by women'’s rights lobbyists as an attempt to turn back the

that this was an international group that handled things on gock it gives new life to fierce and largely discarded arguments
Government-to-Government level and that basically | had nabout the rights of the unborn and it challenges political rites that
authority as a member of this Parliament to speak to ther%ave become cosily entrenched over many yearBrindal

Brindal’s Bill threatens more—

nor would they speak to me because it was entirely inapprd€scribes himself as ‘pro-life’. He is also pro-choice, but does not

priate. Having followed the Premier’s good advice, | was well elieve the woman'’s choice necessarily takes precedence over the
: N " . ~unborn child's right to live.

and truly told off for doing it and ended up having to ring fcle i tth F14 N ber 1990 states:

Canberra the next day. So | think that members in this Hous’én articie In theMessengeo ovember states.

would be well advised not to listen to the Premier when he, Then there's Mark Brindal with what most women in the Liberal
gives gratuitous advice. arty have christened the bigoted Brindal Bill against free-standing

abortion clinics. For a bachelor, he’s mighty worried about women’s
health, but perhaps he should have talked to more women first. The
GRIEVANCE DEBATE votes he’ll have lost in the long term with those headlines wouldn’t
bear counting.

The SPEAKER: The proposal before the Chair is that the | think that Alex Kennedy was the author of that article. The
House note grievances. Advertiserof 28 December 1990 refers to members of the
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South Australian Medical Women'’s Society being concernedbe directing his remarks through the Chair and not turning his

about all health issues affecting women and children, and back on you.

is very important to draw members’ attention to this article. The SPEAKER: As all members know, comments and

A letter from one of my constituents, Dr Ireland, the Honor-remarks must be directed through the Chair.

ary Secretary of the South Australian Medical Women’s The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The only defence that we

Society, states: could get out of the Premier and Deputy Premier this
The implications of the changes to laws regarding abortiorafternoon is that the same practices are going on in the private

proposed by Mark Brindal’s private member’s Bill are worrying. The sector. The facts are that they are not going on in the private

immediate effect of this BIll, if passed, would be to restrict the sector. There has been gross abuse of h|gh salaries and the
choices available to women seeking termination of pregnancie . :
Some might then be forced to resort to unsafe backyard abortionis%”‘ckages put up by the statutory authorities under this Labor

with resulting damage to their health. overnment. Let us look at examples of excessive salaries in
I'think that is a very pertinent and relevant comment. | refe&?ﬂ%ﬁt}i Bﬁ?: g?gg%g}Enﬁagc’;ngp%fog:grgr\?';h s a'lj;'r\;at)ef
to the Messeng:r PLel_SS 0; lh7 Ap:l 1931' W:ICh sbtar:gsd: $100 ood or more—78 people. SGIC, which for the last two

camsagns b Bolians” e Binda Sl rmine, e h s ars has recorded 2 very substantal oss that we, he

State election, probably the best case study. Brindal, new at tH@XPayers of SOUth Australia, have had to pick up, has 17
election, says he’s not pro-life, so since he was very, very raw to thexecutives on salaries of more than $100 000. Yet, if we take

Chamber when he introduced the Bill— an international company that has been extremely successful
Members interjecting: such as BTR Nylex, one of the great success stories of
The SPEAKER: | warn the member for Heysen. Australian industry, we see that it has a mere 16 executives
The Hon. D.C. Wotton interjecting: on salaries of more than $100 000. But we have the failed and

The SPEAKER: | have warned the member for Heysen crumbling State Bank of South Australia with 78 and SGIC

for deliberately and continually interjecting. He is warned. with 17. There has been gross abuse, and this Government
has known about that and has failed to take any action

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Leader of the Opposition): ~ whatsoever.
I will finish off what the Minister was just talking about Eleven months ago in the paper the Chairman of the
concerning his defamation case with Mr Hudson and answetconomic and Finance Committee warned Arnold—so the
the scandalous claim that he made in this Parliament—whicheadline says—to do something about the pays in the bank
he has not made outside because he would be sued if he d&thd the abuse of these salary packages. What has occurred in
the Liberal Party has not been involved in any way whatsothe past 11 months? Absolutely nothing. We, the taxpayers,
ever in that case against the Minister. It is yet another lie fronare once again the victims of an absolute abuse of power and
the Labor Party, and they come quickly at present from a@esponsibility by the Cabinet of this Labor Government—the
Government that is desperate to save its own neck. discredited bunch that will be thrown out at the next State

| want to talk about the Economic and Finance Committeeslection, as they quite rightly deserve to be.
report, which refers to the abuse of salaries of executives The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
within the SGIC, the State Bank and other organisations anklas expired.
the fact that this Labor Government for the past five years has
done absolutely nothing to stop that abuse. Look at the Mrs HUTCHISON (Stuart): Iwould like to address the
warnings that were given in 1988 over the fact that theytopic of enterprise zones, and in doing so | would like to
should immediately come out and disclose what the salargongratulate the Minister of Business and Regional Develop-
packages were within the State Bank and their refusal to dgent on this initiative, which has been a very important one
so. Why did the former Premier refuse to do so? Because Her South Australia. It would appear that members opposite,
said it would cause more problems for the Government. Theparticularly the Leader of the Opposition, do not agree with
were acutely embarrassed by even 1988 as to the abuse dhat. | have been working steadily with a committee in Port
the disgraceful practices being carried on within theAugusta which was set up specifically to prepare a submis-
Government. Yet, this bunch of Ministers who let the Statesion to present to the Minister with regard to an enterprise
down over the State Bank sat there on their hands once agaiane for that area. Considerable work has been done, and the
and did absolutely nothing. They have learnt nothing from th@articipants on that enterprise zone committee were from all
State Bank whatsoever. Despite repeated warnings, evena&teas of the community, not least the Chamber of Commerce
recent years and even with the present Premier, they ha@d Industry, the Port Augusta City Council and the various
done nothing to stop the abuse that has been going on.  departments such as ETSA, AN, the Department of Road

Let us look at the evidence: in 1988 a warning was givenfransport and the E&WS. It has been a very productive
by Treasury to the former Premier that the salary packagegmmittee, and at this stage we are very close to having a
should be disclosed publicly, and the Premier turned dowgubmission ready to go to the Minister.
that warning; three years ago in September 1990 the Public During the Estimates Committee | asked the Minister
Accounts Committee, which was the forerunner of thewhether it would be possible for other enterprise zones to be
Economic and Finance Committee that has brought down thestablished, mainly because | knew that our submission was
report today, gave a warning to this House that there shoul@imost ready to go to the Minister. It was interesting to see
be full disclosure of those executive salaries. And again th@n article in the local paper which quoted the member for
members of the Labor Government of South Australia sat ofryre, Mr Graham Gunn, and which stated:
their hands and did absolutely nothing. And while they sat ...the move was typical of the Labor Government’s past
there doing nothing we, the taxpayers, have been paying. practices of running with Liberal Party initiatives.

The Hon. J.P. TRAINER: | rise on a point of order, Mr  That statement astounded me. It continued:
Speaker. Notwithstanding the Leader’'s concern for his the Labor Government had proved in the past few years it did
backbench, he should not be speaking facing them: he shouldt have ideas of its own.
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I would suggest that the member for Eyre should be speakinigr his life. We told this builder there was no way we would back out
to his Leader, because his Leader did not support enterprigétheircontract and they were stuck with us as their contractors. We

; ; ; ; ; ok the case to court. Our union and the Employers Federation
zones and, in fact, in a speech delivered in this House on %presented us and the judge ruled in our favour forbidding CFMEU

April 1993 (Hansard page 3158) the Leader said: from coming near us for three years, which is now almost up. Itis
| have said that the proposals in the Economic Statement ar@ur opinion that something should be done to stop this sort of thing
superficial. The enterprise zones will do little for the unemployed inhappening. The small businessman does not stand a chance. Instead
Port Augusta, Port Pirie, Mount Gambier, the Riverland and othepf being applauded for employing people we get knocked down each
regional centres. time. We sincerely hope you can look at this log of claims and bring
. . it up in Parliament. . .
So if the member for Eyre had taken the trouble to talk to his
Leader, he would have found that his Leader does not suppdie all know what a log of claims is about: its purpose is to
enterprise zones. In another article in Rugt Pirie Recorder  try to create a dispute. But, when you look at some of these
the Leader of the Opposition was quoted as saying: logs of claims, it really shows how out of touch with the real
The proposed tax benefits for new business [under the enterprid¥orld the union movement is. It starts off by stating:
zone system] have no credibility whatsoever. Preference of employment shall be given to financial members
So it is rather amazing that the current member for Eyre hagf the respondent union, and every employee shall be required to
made such a statement in the local paperTtaescontinen- become and remain a financial member of the union.
tal, because it is pretty obvious that the member for Eyre doe@/hat a farce, when only 30 per cent of the private sector now
not speak factually; he does not do his homework; an¢hoose to be in a union. If we make it preferential, we will
obviously he does not even talk to the Leader of the Opposiprobably get it down to 20 per cent. Here we have a union
tion to find out what the Opposition’s policies are on this. If still pushing this old fashioned preference demand in its log
anybody is hanging on the coat tails of anybody else, | woul@f claims.
say that it is members opposite who have no idea of what i provides for a minimum wage of $2 000 per week, and
their policies are in the lead-up to an election. They arg; is graded at the halfway mark, with level 9 getting 120 per
hanging on the coat tails of the policies of the current Labogent of that, or $2 400 per week. Ordinary hours shall be no
Government. If they do not smarten up their act, they will b§gnger than 30 hours. Do they not want to work at all? They
going to the next election with not one policy in view, and st want to get paid for doing nothing. Each employee shall
nobody in South Australia could support people who go to aihe allowed not less than 2.5 and not more than four hours
election with no policies and who actually try to take themea| preak for every single ordinary day worked. That is
policies of the current Government. The member fOryather interesting: when will they do some work? Al
Morphett is a prime case in point. He had to plagiariseyyertime shall be paid at two and a half times the normal rate;
everything that came out of the 2020 Vision statement— nojiday and Sunday work shall be triple time. This is the sort
Members interjecting: of nonsense put forward by the unions in the early 1900s.

Mrs HUTCHISON: —and members opposite can laugh : : o
X . ! | thought we were talking about enterprise bargaining and
as ml.JCh_aS they “ke.' b't“ It shows that there IS no depth SBbout the 40 per cent of kids in our community who cannot
that side; there is no initiative, and there is no light and flair, etajob. This particular company 10 years ago employed 20
There is nothing there for the people of South Australia tq, e it id jobs for the casino and our major banks. Today
even look at as an alternative in Government. The L|bera1 employs four people, all of whom are contractors, and we

cand.idate for the eleqtorate O.f Eyre has no idea wha'g higsk ourselves why! This sort of nonsense cannot help but
policies are, so he ad libs and, in doing so, actually overrideg, . -2 4o small business to get smaller and make sure that
\évé}?et;he Leader of the Opposition has said about emerp”ﬁ?gets out of the union’s clutches. | notice this particular

. claim is signed by Mr Sharkey: | wonder whether it is

Members interjecting: . , R .
Mrs HUTCHISON: The honourable member opposite sharkey’ by nature as well as by name in this whole exercise.

says that all the policies are there. They must be invisible __This sort of nonsense is one reason why we need to get rid
policies, because nobody in South Australia has seen therff the current industrial relations system and make sure that

It is amazing. we have a system that recognises reasonableness and the fact
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time thatthe employers and employees can sit down and negotiate
has expired. The honourable member for Bragg. from a reasonable beginning, namely, their award base,

instead of being harassed by people from a Federal union who

Mr INGERSON (Bragg): A friend of mineisin trouble ~never bother v_vith negotiating. _\Nhy wo_uld we get this sort of
with the union and has written to me providing some detailshonsense? Itis because of this archaic system that we have.
so the member for Morphett said in a very brief letter to me The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
the other day. | thought it would be worthwhile to read to thehas expired. The honourable member for Albert Park.
House the comments of this small businessman who is again
being abused by the union movement. The letter states: Mr HAMILTON (Albert Park): Members would recall

Please find enclosed copy of log of claims— that some time ago there was the closure of the Seaton North
which 1 will get to shortly— Primary School, which had been subsumed by the Seaton

served on us yesterday from CFMEU union. Firstly we are no High School. The residents in that area argued, quite
members of that union. We belong to FIME union. However, we ar roperl_y, _for the provisioning Of play equ'pmer_]t on thatsite.
forever being harassed by the CFMEU and quite frankly somebody he existing equipment at the time was defective and unsafe,
should know and be made aware of the power these unions have.dnd | took it upon myself, following proper advice, to ensure
makes one wonder who is running the country. that that equipment was dismantled and removed, because

Three years ago this union tried to blackban us from th - :
McDonalds site at Darlington. The builder was so fearful for his life, any young children, often accompanied by adults, came to

he rang and told us, ‘Look, | can't let you go ahead with the worksPlay on that equipment. That site is located adjacent to my
because they are going to blackban me’, and he stated he had feayperty at 32 Raymond Avenue.
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I took it upon myself to argue with the Minister, behind number is supplied. The explanation given on the fax is as
the scenes and in the House, for the restoration of thdbllows:

equipment because | believe it is incumbent upon the .y Mayes bought tickets for the concert but is now not able to
Government and the Education Department, given the facfitend due to interstate travel plans. We would be very interested to
that they would profit considerably from the sale of landhear from anyone who would like to buy the tickets.

some time in the future, to provide moneys not only forrpe question must be asked: how can the Minister justify the
upgrading Seaton High School but also for this playgroundise of departmental resources and money to circulate, by fax,
equipment. A local resident, Mrs Westbrook, who lives in my;q his departments a request that appears to be asking for
street and has been well known to me over many yeargomnpensation for tickets to a concert that for another reason
approached me about this matter some time ago, angs as unable to attend? Therefore, our curiosity would want
members may recall a petition from 431 residents of Southis then o ask: was the Minister, in fact, eventually able to
Australia presented to the House today requesting that the them? If so (and | am quite sure that we would all be very
House urge the Government to provide part of the formegyioys to know), was the Minister able to recoup the full
Seaton North Primary School campus for a children's.ogt of those tickets? It must be extremely hard to work on

playground. | must acknowledge the tremendous amount of minjsterial salary, but | am quite sure that we feel sympathy
work and footslogging done by Mrs Westbrook, whoqvards the Minister in his hour of need.

obtained all those signatures herself. She was very diligent . . .
in her approach to this matter, walking every streetin SeatogwI However, by sending this fax through the Metropolitan

; ire Service, it curiously stretched through different depart-
from South Parade right through to Raymond Avenue. Sh ental areas. In fact, the departmental people themselves

putlln agﬁnsﬁfe(;?bledamo?:t |(2|f tlme;n? etfiolrtéo tod were really trying to be quite helpful to the Minister and

| am (ej'gt € 0? vtlse i € f?use Iat? f' aMm'LOJ%ade sure that the majority of the departmental areas
received at my electorate otfice a letter from Mr L.J. racejved this fax to try to assist the Minister recoup the

Phillips, Assistant Director of School Building Services, o, nense obviously expended on the tickets. The memo itself

stating: went from the Chief Officer of the Metropolitan Fire Service

Dear Kevin, to the Deputy Chief Officer; to the ACO, Operational
Further to our discussions and meetings regarding the reinstatemespport; to the ACO, Support Services—
of the playground from the former Seaton North Primary School, | ' ' . C
wish to confirm the details of our negotiations and the final AN honourable member interjecting:
agreement reached at the on-site meeting on 1 October 1993 with Mrs KOTZ: We just hope that there were no fires at this
you, Mr John Dyer, Mayor of City of Hindmarsh and Woodville, and point because obviously people in that department were too

gﬁfﬂ%&ﬁfgh’ Community Services Officer, City of Hindmarsh busy trying to carry out a ministerial request to attend to

The proposed replacement playground will be located adjacent tBusiness of the day. Then again, when a Minister makes a
your property and fronting Raymond Avenue. The agreementequest, | guess most people would attempt to comply. From
reached was as follows: n the ACO, Support Services it went to the ACO, Operations;
oty ouEsten Depaent it gt ofothe Senor StlfOffcer;and o the Dirctor of Finance
the land at no cost to the City of Hindmarsh and Woodville. TheAdm'n'Strat'on' Thatwas a_gOOd place Fo.senq this fax. Who
Education Department within DEET (SA) will cover any transfer better than the Director of Finance Administration? Although
fees/costs. the Director of Finance Administration may have been able
2. The materials from the former Seaton North Primary Schooto assist with a request for finances for the tickets, | hope that
playground, which are currently stored at the former West Lake$e was also a supporter of Billy Ray Cyrus because, other-

High School site, will be given free of charge to the city of - L .
Hindmarsh and Woodville for reuse in the new playground. Thesd'ise, | guess they would all have been saying in there, ‘Oh,

materials have a value in the order of $5 000 to $7 000. my achy-breaky heart.

3. A cash grant of $5 000 will also be provided to assistwiththe  The memo went on to state that Mr Kym Mayes had
ﬂgxglggmggét?;t%eir?{ﬁ%;ggscl;jre]gi mg\’/‘é‘ g;?a{glg/)(/%lljljégtt?{gztE)/glf)tr)tOUQht these tickets and because of his interstate travel plans
and cooperation you have so readily offered. The local communityQuld not attend. The memo records all those aforementioned
is indeed fortunate to have your genuine concern and commitmesifficers who had been contacted, asking whether they would
in ensuring that the playground facility was reinstated following thelike to contact the Minister’s office. However, it is very
closure of the Seaton North Primary School. disappointing because, from the stamp on this fax that lists
Much of the credit, as | indicated, goes to Mrs Westbrook. iall the departments, it appears that the only person who did
have been a great supporter of this proposal. | thank theot have an opportunity to comply with this request was the
Minister, her officers, the Woodville council Mayor and its industrial officer; for some reason he has been left off the list.

officers for their cooperation, and | look forward to the  Mr Such: Perhaps he was a Madonna fan.

erection of this playground equipment in the near future.  \Mrs KOTZ: The member for Fisher said that perhaps he

) . was a Madonna fan instead of a Billy Ray Cyrus fan.
Mrs KOTZ (Newland): | wish to address two issues

today—that is, if | have the time. The first issue refers to a An honourable member m_te.rjectlng. . .

fax that was received by the Metropolitan Fire Service on  Mrs KOTZ: Yes, most definitely. It was sent in relation
29 March 1993. The fax was from the Minister of Emergency!© Billy Ray Cyrus. .
Services’ office and was intended for the perusal of as many The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
people as possible within that department. The message its&i@s expired.

is highlighted by the title ‘Tickets for sale.’ It goes on to say

that the tickets for sale are for the Billy Ray Cyrus concert APPROPRIATION BILL

being held on Thursday 15 April 1993 at8 p.m. at the

Adelaide Entertainment Centre. If these tickets are sold, the Adjourned debate on the question (resumed on motion).
contact is back to the Minister’s office, and the telephone (Continued from page 780.)
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Mr VENNING (Custance): The Department of Primary What is morale like amongst the staff of research stations
Industries, the former Department of Agriculture, has losthat are to be closed down or amongst those who would like
some key personnel in this State, including the previou$o get out but who have not been targeted? The Minister says,
Director-General (Dr John Radcliffe), the Deputy Director‘We have been able to effect these changes and reorganise the
(Geoff Thomas), and many others right down through thalepartment without any overall loss of service.” With respect,
ranks of the old department. It has lost some of its expertisthat is utter garbage. Even if that were true—and it is not—it
and top advisers and years of experience that cannot lyeould be a reflection on the dedication of those officers who
replaced overnight. The list is awesome, and the experienage left to carry the can. We cannot keep loading more and
loss is very regrettable. more onto those who are left; that would be chaotic. No

The Minister claimed that the departure of these peopl@atter how you cutit, the fact remains that the departmentis
officers. That is a lot of rubbish—total rubbish. He is trying figures. Our Department of Primary Industries is the lowest
to defend the indefensible. In many, if not most, of thosgnded organisation of its type in Australia, and this is in a
cases the posts these people have left are not being filledSfate that has the greatest reliance on agriculture. It does not
know of some instances where officers have come to worRdd up; itis a total contradiction and it is totally insane.
and found the position above them vacant and had to Much of the burden is being borne by the ancillary
telephone the person at home to find out where that persgi¢rvices of the department, such as the Advisory Board of
was and the project that person was doing after he had leffgriculture and, as | have said, the board members now carry
That is how swift some of this was. There has been nat !0t of the can; the South Australian Rural Advisory Council,

follow-up in many cases, and these things have been done #f Which I was privileged to be a member and which was set
great haste. up by the present Treasurer, the Women’s Agricultural

Bureau; and Rural Youth. Again, the Government picks the
consist, in many cases, of existing staff doing the jobs o asy targets. These targets are very easy to pick because there

departed senior people without any recognition at all. | know reDnuori\rqot?ﬁ énEgtfi(r)T: ;Pees%%vn?mir:g:g; lintimated that | was
that many of these people who have left are indispensab% g

The marvellous opportunities the Minister talks about

and the department will need to get their services back vi X;ﬁﬁ?\?g;iiﬁ&%%g(}?ﬁ a?ﬁlzn?ilﬁjonnd\}vmtlg g‘ éogf?g:gf%vz
consultancies and other means. The Minister claims th :

morale is not low. Frankly, | would query how he would eard about this on the media and we read about it i_n the rur_al
: press, but what actually happened? One would think that it
know. From where | sit, from where I go and from where IWould all be gone in the first week, but we heard nothing. |
work, the contrary is absolutely the case. In my long ac, utouta noti?:e congratulating the i\/linisterand ncour. gm
quaintance with this department | have found that most of th . g 9 . encouraging
. - . . y constituents to have a go at this fund. However, two or
people—certainly those in the country regions—are dnvethee weeks later some of my constituents rang me to say that
by the desire to do their best for their clients. They are avery o had been knocked b 3{( | bresumed th g,[ the f dy
dedicated band of people. ‘ Yy . ack. | presumed that the fund was
. ) ully subscribed and that these people did not get onto the
So, what happens when you increase their load and reduggige queue, but the facts of the matter are that only $225 000
their support? Largely, they take up the slack and get on witlyf the $5 million was expended to six applicants, one of
the job and do their damnedest to see that their clients (thghich was the department itself and another the South
farmers) get the services and advice they want and certainlyystralian Farmers Federation, so only four private applicants
need. | never hear people such as Trevor Dillan and Torgained access to that $5 million fund. I think this is another
Yateman—people who are known to me; people on the fror§happby deal, with the Minister making huge headlines and not
line of the department—complain; they are totally loyal to thegelivering. Over the past couple of weeks, time and again, the
department. These people and hundreds like them are beifinister has fudged and waffled on the radio in lawyer speak
totally worked to death, with not a complaint out of them. g cover up the facts. The facts are that the Minister does not
Such loyalty this Government does not deserve. deliver what he says, and that makes me very cross.
| attended the Hart field day a few weeks ago. | was upset As | have said, we have lost much because of TSPs. |
that the Minister was not there, because it was a fantasti@sked the Minister to tell the Committee when and to whom
success, and | congratulate all those who were involved. the next batch of TSPs was to be offered by the Department
was very much a cooperative affair between the departmewf Primary Industries. He took that question on notice. |
and the farmers, with the department doing a great job. | dithought that according to etiquette and good manners | would
not see much of the new SARDI, although | know it washave that answer by now, but | do not. Obviously, the
present. None of these people seemed to complain much, 8tinister does not know the answer or, if he does, he does not
of course the Minister is likely to think that morale is OK, but want to tell me or the Committee.
if one asks in the regions whether the work is being done one During Question Time today, the Minister mentioned the
will get a different picture. | wonder how morale is in the Pestmice plague. The use of strychnine in agricultural areas has
Eradication Unit, given that it has lost its very experiencedsaved millions of dollars, but why was it not done more
and able Chief and it is facing one of the worst locust plagueguickly. If it had been done two or three weeks earlier we
ever with reduced permanent resources. We are facing thveould have saved much more and, if the subsidising of the
worst prospects ever from a locust plague, and the locustzait had been done a month earlier, instead of a 95 per cent
have already reached the Barossa Valley and the Mid Nortlsuccess rate it would have been 99 per cent. My constituents
We do not have to track them down from the arid zonesare cross because they were able to buy the poison, common-
because they are already here. What was the Governmenlysknown as Dynamice, in 2 kilogram containers, but now the
response? It allowed the expert and coordinator to leave thdinister directs that it must be purchased in 5 kilogram
department. It is an absolutely ridiculous state of affairs. lcontainers with the so-called reason being to deter small
wonder how the Government could let this happen. landowners from buying it because it would be too expensive.
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That is a lot of rubbish because they are still buying it. TheyCommunity Services signed that Federal Government
are buying a 5 kilogram container and decanting it into alldocument. It is a ridiculous situation, and everybody out there
sorts of small containers to share the cost with their friendds absolutely ropable about it. The Minister should never have
That is the worst scenario because this deadly poison is beirgigned it. It is a travesty of justice and it is certainly not fair
put into unmarked containers. At least in a 2 kilogramplay. | do not know how the Government can justify anything
container it was adequately labelled and the poison was safelike that.
marked and one knew where itwas. So, | ask the Ministerto The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
review that decision urgently. has expired.

Again, yesterday morning the Minister mentioned rural
counselling. Funding for rural counsellors is not guaranteed. Mr FERGUSON (Henley Beach):| apologise in advance
The Minister waffled on saying that it is, but it is definitely to the gentle readers éfansardbecause, while they follow
not. | would be the first to hope that one day we will nothis debate, they will notice a distinct difference between my
longer need rural counsellors, but during this year and thgddress and the address of the member for Custance who just
next we certainly will, and these people—several of whonpreceded me. Unfortunately, | do not come from a rich family
I know personally—should not be impeded. They do aand | have not had the opportunity of engaging the sort of
fantastic job, way beyond the call of duty, and they are beingssistance that the member for Custance has engaged, and the
hamstrung by not having guaranteed funding. | implore thgyrofessionalism that appears in his speech (for which he has
Minister: rather than waffling on the radio and using lawyerpeen assisted, | understand, by a professional journalist) will
speak, put down the facts so that there will be guaranteegbt appear in the speech that follows. | apologise for the fact

funding for rural counsellors. | note that tomorrow night therethat it will not seem the same to those readers who are
will be an annual meeting of yet another rural counsellingserusing this part offansard

service in the northern region, and | wish that new service | consider the member for Custance to be a friend of mine.
well. . . .. Eversince he came into this Parliament he has shown a tinge
Whenever possible, | try to be positive about the Ministerqt friendliness. We have exchanges elsewhere, outside the

He has done several things of which | approve, particularlyohamper, which are quite pleasant. We share a joke and from
the decentralisation of the department. He has done a gogﬁf‘e to time he has shown me how to push a bowls ball down

job with that, putting several areas into the region. | applaughe bowling green. However, this is probably the worst

particularly the field crop decision in Clare. In spite of thesegpeech that I have ever heard the member for Custance put
difficult times and the 4 per cent increase in costs every yeal, in this establishment.

this year and last year we increased production by betwee . . o
2 and 3 per cent. | give the Minister a share of that accolade, One of the advantages of this debate is that it gives those

. - pposite the opportunity to lay down a blueprint in respect of
However, over the past two or three weeks, in partlcula_r, h‘\%)vhat they would do if they were in power. What did we get

§rom the member for Custance? The same old carping

\?vi%ag)?/iitf;rrehg)svggmz allbaillrintyd;]sssu%gtdﬂt]i;atlg;ebl\élggztseer riticism and the negativism that continually flows from all
Y ' blot, f those people on the other side, line after line. We are

think he has been left out in the cold now that the member for _. . : : .
Elizabeth has left him on his own. He is getting very Ionely,Wa'tmg with bated breath to hear the agricultural policy of

; . ' . those opposite. My understanding is that we are very close
Sggyléhdr;t] he has lost his desire to continue. That upsets Mo an election, and | would have thought that those opposite

S would be proud, being a rural Party, to produce their rural
-I\I;Ik;evgcl)\lnl\.lllla\.lBG.'A?ec:dll?kt\?rﬂ(eﬁgnig'the Pied Piper. Peter policy. In fact, | believe that the Party opposite has its roots
: ' per. in the rural areas and, by and large, the vast majority of those

Pan has left him and he is now on his own. It looks as thouqgeople who have represented it from time to time come from

the member for Elizabeth has a larger goal. | saw him sittin
in the Premier’s chair today, and he looked very comfortable ural areas. | would have thought that they would take the

. . Opportunity to produce a policy which they would then be

:Oﬂig d”\%?g fjrr]]?:t()tr?]?om;t;?eb.el; 1i‘gr diissrtlrgeissi(r%o% r'\/lr::(rﬁ E)agg‘)eab!e to take to their constituents a_md say, ‘Thls_ls what we are
that opportunity fading away. Irrespective of that, | ask th omﬁ'to_dcr)]foryou. r_1”ot onI%/ |s_tk’1|s whatwe will do for you
Minister of Primary Industries to announce the name of the ut this Is how we V\_” pay forit. . .
new General Manager of Field Crops. | wonder why that Members opposite do not realise that the quality of the
announcement has been delayed. | thought that it would ha@1SWers to the questions that they raise depends upon the
been made by now so that planning can continue. quality of the questions. Itis a shame to see the r_nember for

In conclusion, the rural community is very concernedCustance leaving the Chamber, but | will continue. The
about the Medicare agreement and the bed/patient ratio. ffi@lity of the questions in the speech of the member for
any issue totally defies logic, itis this one. Country hospital<-ustance was appalling. The member for Flinders and the
and hospitals right across this State are penalised $405 pgember for Custance were, in a sense, critical of the
day if their ratio of private beds to public beds gets out ofe0vernments efforts so far—
kilter. If these hospitals have too many private patients, they The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:
suffer a penalty of $405 a day. So what is happening in small Mr FERGUSON: | will come to the Leader of the
country hospitals? If you seek admission to a small countrDpposition as time proceeds, and perhaps we will be able to
hospital you are told, ‘Sorry, we have our quota of privatediscuss this sensibly, although | have never been able to get
patients; you cannot come in here as a private patient.’ Most sensible interjection from the Leader of the Opposition.
hospitals in country regions face huge penalties if théPerhaps one day if | stay in this Parliament long enough | will
Government wishes to pursue it. geta sensible interjection from the Leader of the Opposition

What sort of a policy is that? Why did the Minister sign which | can answer. It is a question again of the quality of the
that document? The Minister of Health, Family andquestions.
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I have a great deal of respect for the member for Flinderghe State, with the assistance of the Commonwealth, has
because | believe that of all the members who sit opposite therovided an additional $40 million. It is not as though this
quality of his speeches far outshine any one of the speech&overnment has walked away from the rural community.
that | have heard from other members opposite, but he diBuring the time that | have been in Parliament, which is now
stray when he said that he thought Eyre Peninsula was néfl years, this Government has continued to support the rural
being supported by this Government. | had the privilege ofndustries, even though in the majority of cases those have
being Chairman of the Select Committee on Rural Financejever voted for us or rarely vote for us. That fact has been
together with other Government members, and we examinezhst aside and over the years we have poured millions and
the financial situations of many people in the rural sector. millions of dollars into the agricultural industries.
am totally sympathetic to the position in which many of these | do not take away the fact that the rural sector has had a
people find themselves, and | am scathing in my criticism ofough time. | know that commodity prices, over which they
the way the banks and other financial institutions in manyhave no control, dropped dramatically. | also know that
instances handled the early stages of the rural crisis and hawterest rates, over which they have no control, increased
they failed to support people in the rural area. substantially. | know that the management of the banks, about

One has only to look at the budget figures for this year tavhich they can do very little, was extremely rough on them,
realise that the State Government, admittedly with someatrticularly at the beginning of the rural crisis. | do not think
Federal assistance, is supporting the rural industry in thithey are doing too badly now, but in the first instance the
State to the tune of $70 million, which is an increase over lagbanks were very hard on them. | do not forgive the banks for
year of $40 million, and that includes an extra $21 million forwhat they did to the farmers at the start of the rural crisis.
those people who could gather, under exceptional circum- However, what do we hear? Because we are coming up to
stances, the sorts of grants that were being handed out undar election, people feel that they must get up in this place,
that category. There was an additional amount for loans frorthey must go out to their own electorates, they must reach
$6 million last year to $25 million this year. their rural newspapers and say, ‘The State Government has

This State in this financial year is supporting an additionakold you out.” We know that that is untrue and that the figures
rural debt of $740 million and is supporting a total rural debtdo not bear out what they are saying, because we are giving
of $1.4 billion. A lot of this is taxpayers’ money, and it comes more in rural assistance than we have ever given in our
from the taxpayers in the metropolitan area, because motastory.
people in the metropolitan area pay tax. Many people in the What small business in your electorate of Semaphore, Sir,
rural area do not pay tax and have not paid income tax fowould not welcome with open arms the subsidised interest
many years: they are being supported by the rest of the Statates which the farmer gets but which they cannot get? | get
and by the rest of the Commonwealth as far as rural assissick and tired of hearing from time to time of the rural sector
ance is concerned. | am not saying that they do not deserwersus the industrial sector. It is not true to say that the rural
to get it—I do not want anybody to put words in my mouth. sector is providing most of our exports: the majority of our
However, | get somewhat annoyed when | hear the bleatingxports from South Australia are being provided by the
from the other side. | single out the member for Custance imanufacturing industry. One only has to get hold of the ABS
particular, who took the whole of his 20 minutes to grizzlefigures to see that.
about what a bad deal the rural sector of our State is getting. When | go out to the country towns—and | have been to
This year we as taxpayers have supported the rural industriedot of country towns as Chairman of the committee on rural
to the extent of $70 million. finance—I find that when I talk to the farmers face-to-face

I come from an industrial area where there are many smathey will concede that the situation that | have put before the
businesses. Those businesses employ people; they manufbiuse is true. However, it appears that something happens
ture things for motor cars; but they get very little from the when one of these farmers becomes a representative of a rural
State Government in assistance. In my humble opinion, thosarea. They feel they must get up in this place and tell a story
people deserve as much support as people in the rurtiiat is far from the truth. But | will leave that aside at the
industries are getting. When my constituents were put off moment because | have only five minutes left.
from General Motors-Holden’s—and there have been thou- | would like to come back to the carping that has occurred
sands of them—how much assistance did they get from then the other side of the House in relation to the conduct of the
State Government? They got nothing whatsoever. The santsstimates Committees. | cannot understand it.
cannot be said for those people in the rural industries. Rural Mr Such interjecting:
industries get support and those people who have to leave the Mr FERGUSON: The member for Fisher appears to want
their farms get support. The last time | checked the figures—to crack a joke at my expense. His behaviour was typical of
and | do not have them here—I found that the system is worthow the Estimates Committees have been wrongly exploited
something like $60 000. | stand to be corrected; it might bdoy members of the Opposition. The honourable member came
$50 000. in here and read a statement. He had the opportunity to probe,

Mr Blacker: Itis $42 000, I think. to ask questions, to find out what was in the budget and to

Mr FERGUSON: | stand corrected. Those people in my come back with conclusions, but what did he do? He came
electorate who have been taken out of their businesses, wito here and read to the Committee a four-page prepared
have not been able to get support—and | do not want tstatement about what he thought about education and how
embarrass them by naming here, but I can name themoorly it was going. It was one of the most badly put together
privately—and who have come to my office for assistancestatements | have ever come across. He could hardly wait to
have got absolutely nothing from the State. get out on the steps of Parliament House to stand before the

All the time we get this barrage from the other side.television cameras and try to get the matter aired on the
People in the agricultural areas say, ‘The State is not doinglectronic media.
enough.’ It appears to me that the more the State provides for He was one of those about whom the member for Flinders
those people, the more complaints come our way. This yeavas talking earlie—one of those on the Opposition side who
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were exploiting the reason why these Committees were séitat South Australia will not recover until the Labor
up in the first place. | totally agree with the member forGovernment goes? South Australians have a Premier who
Flinders: there are faults on both sides. There is need farvants them to believe in miracles. He wants them to believe
change. that the Labor party commenced government only with his
After every Estimates Committees proceedings | camppointment to the highest political office that this State can
remember for past four or five years | have been putting toffer. His advertising pleads with them to ignore the State
the Opposition that it is time for change in relation to theséBank disaster and the other financial debacles of this same
Committees. The member for Fisher had trouble with thd-abor Government—the lost jobs, the lost population and the
member for Hayward. At one time he had to tell the membetost investment opportunities. The Premier wants South
for Hayward that he was lead speaker for the Opposition. HAustralians to pretend that the State Bank disaster never
had to tell him to butt out because the honourable membeyccurred. He wants them to ignore the $3 150 million debt
was trying to steal his thunder. That is a ridiculous exampldianging around the necks of all South Australians as a result
of team work on the part of members opposite. of the biggest financial disaster in the history of Government
| agree with the member for Kavel that it is time we in Australia.
changed the formula of the Estimates Committees. | invite He also hopes that they will not realise that he was a
members of the Opposition to get together with members o$enior Minister of the Cabinet who sat in on all the key
the Government to hammer out an agreement to change tiecisions and deliberations over the last 11 years. He and the
formula by which these Committees are conducted. | believether Ministers appointed the boards of the State Bank and
that it is possible and that it is something we can do. | havéhe SGIC. The Premier wants South Australians to forget and
not had the time to speak about industrial relations, as | hafrgive, yet he refuses even to apologise to South Australians
hoped to do. However, | hope that the time has come for for what he has inflicted upon them. He wants South
change in these procedures. Australians to believe that he is a good economic manager.
This is as credible as saying that Tim Marcus Clark was a
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Leader of the Opposition):  brilliant banker.
When this budget was introduced five weeks ago, itwas full The Premier’s current television advertising ignores the
of holes and I think we all understand that. Now after thefact that, while he was the senior industry minister in Cabinet,
Estimates Committees its credibility has been completelyur State’s manufacturing sector collapsed and we lost 20 000
blown apart. It is a totally dishonest document, which hasnanufacturing jobs during that period. He wants South
come from an increasingly desperate Government. It is Australians to forget that when Labor came to office 11 years
budget with which the Government planned to revive itsago our share of national employment was 26 000 jobs more
fortunes in the electorate. All it has done is to bury Laborthan we have at present. His advertising boasts about exports
deeper in a mire of public distrust, disenchantment anads well as jobs. In fact, if South Australia had retained the
disgrace which now engulfs this entire Labor Governmentshare of national export earnings we had when this Labor
This budget was in fact Labor's revival number 5. TheGovernment came to office, the annual value of South
member for Ross Smith, the former Premier, produced th@ustralia’s exports now would be $250 million higher than
Arthur D. Little report in July last year as Labor’s first it currently is.
attempt at revival. This was the event planned to turn With such a legacy of economic and financial failure, all
attention away from Labor’s disasters and to look at thehe Premier has left is to attempt to mislead the people of
State’s long-term future, but it did not work. Because itSouth Australia. In this, he is no better whatsoever than his
failed, the former Premier had to go. predecessor, the member for Ross Smith. | have news for the
In came Labor’s revival number 2—the election of thePremier. The people of South Australia have news for the
present Premier. He promised a new era and a new directid®remier. The Premier is not believed. He is just one member
for South Australia. A month later we had revival numberof a Labor Government which has destroyed the economy of
3—the coalition Government. With it the Premier promisedthis State, lost our money and lost our jobs. South Australians
a new era of political stability. We find that one of the so-want revenge and they will get revenge at the next election.
called independent members of the coalition has suddenlyabor’s grubby attempt to bury its past and to cling to office
rushed off and joined the Government for political expediendeserves the outraged contempt it is now getting from South
cy. For eight years he refused to join the Government becaugaustralians. They will not be fooled by the underground
the Labor party was split with divisions, with factions and campaign now being waged by the Premier's mates at the
with a preselection procedure which did not incorporate anyirades and Labor Council. They will stop at nothing to
local people. For eight years he refused to join the bunch, bytrevent a Liberal Government in South Australia. There is no
now, with no change in the Labor Party whatsoever and folie they will not tell, no fear they will not spread. We are
pure political expediency he rushes back and joins thabout to hear as many lies from the Trades and Labor Council
colleagues. Why? Because he wants the Federal seat alfout the industrial relations policy of the Liberal Party as we
Bonython. We all know that. got from this Labor Government about the State Bank while
In April this year we had revival number 4—the so-calledit was collapsing.
economic statement. That also has failed to rebuild any Labor will never learn its lesson: Labor cheats; Labor
confidence whatsoever in the economy in South Australianisleads; Labor misrepresents; and Labor tells lies. Labor is
Labor revival number 5, this budget, was accompanied by a failure and a fraud. Labor would rather destroy South
cosy fireside chat from our Premier. But this also has clearlyustralia’s future than have the decency to let the people
failed, so the Premier is again in a revivalist mood. Labor'sdecide now who should govern them for the next four years.
revival number 6 has come in the form of television advertis\While Labor Ministers stay in office to allow the superan-
ing and a Clayton’s election campaign. But this is just like allnuation cash register to tick up thousands more dollars for
the others. It too will fail. You cannot change history with anthem they are, at the same time, deliberately leaving increas-
advertising campaign. When is the Premier going to realisangly serious problems for the next Liberal Government.
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For the past two years Labor has dithered and delayed iniquor Licensing Commissioner, Mr Prior, who has signifi-
finalising enterprise agreement arrangements with the Publizant powers affecting when poker machines will be intro-
Service. Now, on the eve of an election, it is attempting taduced, told the Estimates Committee:
bribe public servants with an open-ended deal not allowed for - st this stage | cannot give any indication whatsoever on when
in this budget. The Government has been told that the claimgambling machines will be introduced.
giztm"gﬁ?h:;? l;r:JStt':IaLij;eGgizar;ﬁngrl:t ggzz rallgt ggri't'l?ﬂngere is the man who has the control over the introduction of
never caredy abbut rotecting the interests of ISout oker machines, four weeks before the allocated deadline set

P 9 own by the Deputy Premier, saying he cannot give any

Australians, particularly as taxpayers. The Government's det? dication whatsoever as to when those poker machines will
reduction strategy is in shambles. The targeted separatiQll.” i +-oquced yet the Government is budgeting on

paqkage program is not meetir\g its own targets. For exampl§8.7 million coming from those poker machines. This is so
during the Estimates Committees the Liberal Party estally - .-\ ¢ this Government's hope-and-a-prayer approach to
lished thatin SACON 787 targeted separation packages we is budget: it hopes the holes will not be exposed before the

offered but only 48 were accepted. Nor is the Governmen T " - -
genuinely expecting SACON to meet that target. The budge ICeCc[;urcr)gd it has prayed for a political miracle which has not

I f i f only 67 iti ithi . L L
gg\)cg:gllr\ln gu(t)\;\;]seyocr)f?erreecéu;:g?r_lrgpc;r? y 67 positions within The Premier has also referred to divine intervention in

The Engineering and Water Supply Department failed b ddressing the issue of the fifth bail-out of the State Bank.
85 positions to achieve its job reduction target last financi%‘ea\“.an kndows,hheAréegdsl divine |nte2r\éesnt|on atbth|shstag%
year. In the Department of Marine and Harbors only one-third"'térviewed on the television on 26 September, he sal

of the TSPs offered have been taken up. In the Healt ffectlvelythatwhet_her or not there was a fifth bail-out of the
Commission, for which the Minister here has responsibility, tate Bank was .G.““re'y in the lap Qf the god;. He _refuse(_j to
the take-up rate is only a little bit better. When the 1992-931eny the possibility of another bail-out, putting himself in
budget was introduced the Government said 942 full-timgluite direct conflict with what the Deputy Premier had said.
equivalent positions would be abolished during the las hltfgoglgmkls m|II|on| ofthefban-olut moEeyuncommltted, q
financial year. In his economic statement in April the Premief'€ 0ad bank expects losses for at least the next two years an

added another 1 500 full-time equivalents to that target for thi'® Property market is showing no signs whatsoever of
1992-93 financial year. Improving; indeed, it will take a miracle to prevent another
However, the number of positions actually reduced in thdail-out of the State Bank. This will add more interest costs
budget sector last financial year was less than the origind? the Pudget and more money. Itis my projection that in fact
target of 942. They achieved a mere 796 full-time equivalll @P0ut two o three years time, it could well be by the end
lents. The Government's debt reduction strategy began thfd this financial year, we the taxpayers will have to put in at
financial year well behind target, and it is continuing now to ea;tbancll(ther $100 miliion, if not $200 million, to prop up the
slip further behind. It amounts to numbers on paper only, an§2d Pank. , . , ,
not to a resolve by this Government to deal with the problems The Government's own recent disastrous experience with

created by its own gross financial incompetence and mismaﬁfoperty revaluations shows that a fifth bail-out is well and
agement over the past 11 years. truly on the cards. Just look at these marvellous property

morale problems in the Public Service caused by thi@aVQ ianicte_d on South Australia through their property
Government's departmental restructuring. It is clear that thi§€alings. This Government has turned a Nelson's eye to all
restructuring has been embarked upon to give some impre#10Se property dealings, but they are still set to blow up in the
sion of decisive action by this Government. It is certainly notf@ce of South Australian taxpayers who will have to pay for
based on any logical plan or identified benefits to thehem. | will analyse some of the revaluations which have
taxpayers in terms of cost savings. During the Estimate§ignificantly reduced the value of properties owned by
Committees, the Government consistently failed to produc&0vernment agencies.
estimates of what those cost savings would be as a result of As the Premier pointed out during the Estimates Commit-
the restructuring. Instead, this is what the Minister oftees, the value of the State Bank Centre—that building which
Transport Development had to say about the implementatiogfares out across the whole of Adelaide, with ‘State Bank’
of that restructuring in her portfolio: displayed across the top—has reduced by more than half.
The decision to create a Department of Transport will require/Vhen the Government approved this project in 1986, the
much work to determine exactly what the structure should be. Thagstimated cost was $85 million. The actual cost, because the
work will proceed over the next few months. Government failed to control wage blowouts and gave in to
Here they are: they have restructured the department andnion officials, was more than $130 million. The total cost
announced that restructuring publicly, but she is admittingf the entire building so far, with interest payments, has been
that it will take another two to three months at least to work$208 million. The bank has sustained significant losses since
out what the structure should be and therefore what saving)e completion of the project because rental revenues have
if any, may result. In other words, these major changes haveot met targets and loans associated with the project have
been embarked upon without any overall strategy, withoupecome non-performing. As aresult, the bank faces losses of
any clearly identified benefits. There is no doubt that thignore than $130 million on that one property alone which
budget is based on false and not firm projections for cos$tares down upon us.
savings and wage decisions. Let us go across to Rundle Mall, where we find that the
Equally, the revenue projections are very dubious. Let méosses on the Myer-Remm site could now exceed
give some examples. The budget assumes additional reven$@00 million. At the same time, Government agencies are
of $8.7 million in gambling taxes based on the introductioncontinuing to pay huge rents to prop up this project, even with
of poker machines by November this year. However, thehat sort of loss. This year the Tourism Commission and the
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MFP will pay $781 000 in rent for space in the Remm Centrerust their word that there will be no further bail-out of the
because it cannot be leased out. Just across the Mall, we filsdate Bank. Who would trust Labor on such a matter? No-one
the Lotteries Commission building, which has just beerat all. Not content with destroying the finances of the State,
reduced in value by $4.7 million. Then, on North Terrace, &sovernment Ministers are now squandering taxpayers’
further revaluation of the Terrace Hotel, just across frommoney like drunken sailors in a crude attempt to get them-
Parliament House, has meant that its value has been reducselves re-elected.

by $60 million in just three years. In the Estimates Committee, the Minister of Business and
Let us go west along North Terrace to STA House, theregional Development acknowledged spending in just three
North Terrace underpass and the railway station site—aljort months virtually all the funds that the Government had
owned by the STA. There, $17.1 million has been wiped offyyt aside for economic development under its economic
the valuation. Going in the opposite direction along Northgeyelopment program for this financial year and next
Terrace, opposite the Art Gallery, two buildings bought byfinancial year. It is quite clear that the announcements about
the Government in 1987 have been vacant eVer since. ThQﬁ|s program have been manipu|ated for Cynica| election
we go down to the East End Market site where theyyrposes. While the Government promised $40 million of
Government has recently announced a new development. TBgtyal spending last financial year, total allocations were less
Government is getting no guaranteed return whatsoever fghan half that amount. Now, suddenly, with an election
the transfer of that land to th_e.developer. Yet, so far, taxpayapproaching, the Government has indulged in an orgy of
ers have lost at least $48 million on that one site. announcements. | have little doubt that Government promises
Let us go then to Angas Street, where the Housing Trust'fade under this program will significantly exceed the funds
former headquarters have been vacant for four years withowdlailable, with the Minister expecting the Liberal
a buyer, clocking up council and water rates of $400 000 ingovernment then to have to take all the blame. While the
that period, with no rent coming in whatsoever. It is agovernment continues to search for quick headlines as the
disgrace, and your colleagues, Mr Deputy Speaker, who sifjection approaches, the standard of vital services continues
there as Ministers, have inflicted this sort of disgrace and losg, deteriorate.
upon South Australian taxpayers. At the same time, the Information obtained during the Estimates Committees

Housing Trust has paid more than $14 million in rent to 2 - :
occupy accommodation on the ASER site in the Riversidez{];f}'v ;E“aég f#]ﬁ?i/relazrg tHe(?v(\:/g/negr pgf'?ﬁgsszr:ge‘lzi:qgc'yﬁgy

building on North Terrace. Rental at the Riverside will oStz aiion Department's bureaucracy is set to increase by 44

the Government another $3 million this financial year atr?Eositions So, we rip out the teachers but we build up the

:mz;mennvmﬁrg @;ﬁfﬂor?igteg?ﬁ]ncﬂéotrhggféngoguzga(l:go A bureaucracy. A Liberal Government will reverse those trends.
9 PEODIE- A \yonder whether your colleagues, Mr Speaker, have the hide

total of $3 million to house the staff of the Housing Trust andto go back to their electorates and say that they are reducing

$400 000 for water and council rates for a vacant building[ ” X ,
. .~ _Steacher positions but putting 44 extra bureaucrats into the
could have been used to house approximately 60 families 'Educatioel Departmerﬁ)t. FSrther information from the

South Australia immediately. Estimates Committees shows that 68 Government schools

Taking this nightmare journey across the border, we comg - : .
. . ave been closed since 1986. This action has been taken b
to Melbourne, where taxpayers’ outlays on 333 Collins Stree, e same Government which promised only in 1985 not to y

now exceed $600 million, with a likely loss on this one
. educe teacher numbers and not to close any schools. Yet the
property alone of $400 million. Here we have the so-calle inister of Health, the former independent member for

independent member for Elizabeth wanting to become & L LT :
member of this ratbag Party, the Labor Party of South%Ilzabeth, is willing to go and rejoin this discredited bunch.

Australia: he is prepared to brush aside all those financial The Minister of Education, Employment and Training is
disasters, grasp their grubby little hands and become part 8€tting 19 personal staff in this budget, while the Grange

the Labor Party of South Australia so that he can enhance hf§hool, with 430 students, has to do with only 18 teachers. In
political career in the Federal Parliament. other words, the Minister’s ego is so great that she needs 19

An honourable member: Thirty pieces of silver. personal assistants fussing around and looking after her,

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: There was no 30 pieces of boosting her ego and her image publicly, when the Grange
silver paid: it didn’t even get near that. | know that there isSchool gets only 18 teachers. So much for the education
some speculation about the fact that the honourable membRfiorities of this Labor Government.
really wants the position of Leader of the Opposition, but |  In the Department for Family and Community Services,
hear from Government members that they are not prepar@te amount of funding available for people in need has been
to let him be Leader of the Opposition after the next electiongut by $10 million in the past three years, at the same time
instead, they want him to go off to the Federal seat othat the Liberal Party exposed in the Estimates Committees
Bonython so that some of their other colleagues can stand fonore than $500 000 being spent on refurbishing the FACS
the position of Leader of the Opposition. One thing is certainoffice. In other words, it is spending the money on the
after the next election they can hold their Party Caucubureaucracy but it is cutting essential services out in the
meeting in a telephone booth to elect someone to thatommunity. Frankly, it is hardly surprising, given the
position. example set by the Premier as leader of the Government. In

The details | have just given are not just some fictitioushis April Economic Statement he promised that the work on
game of monopoly: these are just some of the failed venturegfurbishing the State Administration Centre would be
that this Labor Government has approved in its propertyleferred. However, as the Liberal Party established during the
dealings for which we are now paying. Put all those losse&stimates Committees, this is yet another broken Labor
together and we, the taxpayers of South Australia, have nogromise. The work is to proceed and now, because of the
had to pay well over $1 100 million in connection with thosedelay earlier this year when the Minister stopped the work,
property transactions—and Government members ask us the completion cost will be increased by a further $800 000.
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The total completion cost on improving accommodationare disrupting the Parliament, and | ask her to cease. The
for the bureaucracy in Victoria Square is to be $28 million.Leader.
This is typical of a Labor Government, which thinks nothing  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | point out to the Minister
of spending $1 million to get rid of Mr Bruce Guerin from the across the Chamber the anger of the people of Goolwa that
Premier's Department, because he is considered a politicley have been conned. They were told there would be a new
liability, and shunting him out to an academic position at theschool, but they have found that eight out of the 12 class-
Flinders University, with no regard whatsoever for whatrooms will be shabby, dirty, broken down, old wooden
benefit that will bring to South Australia. While this classrooms from the old school site. It is a shame, and the
Government continues to waste money, while it continues tdlinister should be embarrassed that she ever stood up and
mismanage the State’s finances, the cost to South Australiabhsasted that the town was to get a so-called new school.
amounts by the day. The cost is measured in rising taxes and | am delighted, Mr Speaker, that you have returned to the
charges and lower standards in terms of basic services. Ti@hamber because this Labor Government is cutting police
Government plans to cut more than 1 000 jobs in the Healtpatrols while the crime rate in South Australia escalates. It is
Commission, while 950 people are on the waiting list. paying $3 million for Housing Trust head office accom-
In breach of a commitment by the Premier, nursingmodation while Housing Trust waiting lists climb. These are
positions in hospitals are now being cut. For example, theome of the examples of the high social costs of Labor's
South Coast District Hospital at Victor Harbor, an area withfailures that are now being imposed on all South Australians.
a very rapid population growth—one of the highest in theThis is the way in which we are all paying for the collapse of
State—is losing 7.5 per cent of its nursing staff this year. Yethe State Bank because of the financial mismanagement of
the Premier stands up publicly and says that there will be nthe Labor Government. This is a failed budget from a failed
cuts whatsoever in nursing staff throughout the State. Theabor Government. For South Australians there can be only
Government also wants to cut more teaching positions whilene conclusion: this is the last Labor budget that will be
inadequate standards of literacy and numeracy cause pareirifiicted upon this State for a very long time.
increasing concern. | am delighted that the Minister of
Education, Employment and Training has now come into the Dr ARMITAGE (Adelaide): The Leader of the Opposi-
House, because | was pointing out, Madam, that under thiéon has just portrayed a dismal and depressing situation in
budget you have a personal staff of 19. South Australia. | would like to look, in particular, at some
The Hon. S.M. Lenehan:Rubbish! Wrong! of the figures which the Leader has quoted in relation to what
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Well, | am quoting the that money could do in an area such as health if it was not
documents that you as Minister presented to this Parliameriteing used to prop up a bungling, incompetent and tired
The Hon. S.M. Lenehan interjecting: Government. One of the figures mentioned by the Leader was
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable $600 million that has been lost on the Remm development,
Leader of the Opposition should not be using the persondhis wonderful icon of the way in which the State was
pronoun ‘you’ and should be addressing the Chair. heading under the ‘flair and light’ of the now disgraced and
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | point out to the honourable soon to be former member for Ross Smith.
Minister of Education, Employment and Training that sheis  The total health budget for South Australia is $1.4 billion,
putting 19 staff into her personal office. yet the South Australian taxpayer is being asked to foot a bill
The Hon. S.M. Lenehan:Sixteen! to the tune of $600 million for the Remm building alone. So,
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: She is saying 16: 16 staff to it could be said that almost half the total State health budget
boost her ego, fuss around her and enhance her public image being absolutely and totally wasted. Let us ask the 9 500
when the Grange school with 430 students can get only 1geople on the waiting list whether they would rather have
teachers, is the sort of disgrace we have to witness. Shgoney provided for their operation or to prop up a dodgy deal
promises a new school for Goolwa, which at present has th@one by a lousy Government. | am certain that we all know
worst school in the entire State. the answer.
| ask the Minister to sit there in her state of embarrassment Not long ago | released a document which stated that
and listen to this. As Minister of Education, Employment and$1 million would pay for about 464 operations at the Queen
Training she promised a new school for Goolwa, becausElizabeth Hospital. | know, Mr Speaker, that you are about
every classroom at the Goolwa school is a wooden one, arid reach for your calculator, so | will save you the trouble:
most of them are at least 30 to 40 years old. So, she promis&$00 million would pay for 278 400 operations. In other
a new school. But what has she done? On the new site thewords, the money that this Government is squandering on
will be 12 classrooms, four of which will be new and the behalf of South Australian taxpayers would obliterate every
other eight will be the old wooden buildings dragged overatient from that waiting list 30 times over.
from the former site. That is the sort of priorities that this ~ As the Leader has said, we lost $400 million on that
Minister and the Government have, but they can afford tovonderful icon 333 Collins Street; again, the South
spend $5 million on a bridge which the people at Goolwa ddAustralian Government was a bit too smart by half. Mr
not want. Speaker, | will again save you the trouble: that would cover
That demonstrates the embarrassment that the Ministerige total number of patients on the waiting list 18 times. | put
to this State. Of course, the people at Goolwa want a newp everyone in South Australia that one of our major dilem-
school, but they want 12 new classrooms, not shabby, dirtypas and embarrassments is the fact that people in pain are
old, wooden classrooms which they have had to paint witlbeing obliged, because of a bungling, incompetent, tired and
the parents— lazy Government—
The Hon. S.M. Lenehan interjecting: Mr Lewis: Half-witted.
The SPEAKER: Order! It is very courageous of the Dr ARMITAGE: | will not say half-witted; that is being
Minister to take on alone the total Opposition, and | congratua bit too generous. Because of this Government they are
late her on her bravery. However, the Minister’s interjectiondeing forced to wait. Yet, we are covering the Government’s
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financial mismanagement when with two of those deals alondisappointing when Ministers are handed a stack of answers,
we could have abolished the waiting list in South Australiaobviously pre-prepared by busy people, although sometimes
by 48 times. one wonders just how busy they are given the number of
I turn to the budget process itself. | received an answer tsupport staff employed by Ministers compared with those of
a question that | asked during the Estimates Committethe Opposition. One would expect them to pull the right
relating to the health portfolio. | would like to point out a answer out atthe righttime, because it is very distressing for
difficulty, dare | say it, in this time of Mr Keating going feral someone who believes that the process of quizzing legal
on the republic, although I note that he has been given a bigxpenditure is an important one in the parliamentary process
rap over the knuckles by his cronies. As a member of Hewhen the wrong answers are given to questions. | suppose it
Majesty’s loyal Opposition, it is difficult to be as incisive as is the right of Ministers to always claim that they are correct,
I would like, because it is impossible to make head or tail ofthat they gave the right answer and that they were just asked
the budget figures that we have been given. One of ththe wrong question. But, whatever, the process is clearly not
guestions that was asked was: what is the additional fundingorking properly.
from Commonwealth programs for specific programs which  Rather than go on about that process, | want to talk about
were not included in the initial budget estimates? In othethe budget. | would like to quote from some letters between
words, as Her Majesty’s loyal Opposition we are givenme and the Flinders Medical Centre, and between me and the
budget papers, but we find that a lot of other moneys aréormer Minister of Health. In particular, | quote from a letter
coming in. which I wrote to the then Minister of Health on 6 December
Two matters on the lists of specific programs that have not991, as follows:
beer] |ncludeq in the initial budget e'sltlmates are. d.ental In a draft copy of the ‘Feasibility study to upgrade the accident
services, estimated amount $1.8 million; and Medicareind emergency department’ of Flinders Medical Centre, dated May
incentives for casemix funding, $100 000. The answef991, | note..that the South Australian Health Commission,

continues: Metropolitan Health Division, and Flinders Medical Centre reviewed
the preliminary report in January 1991, and:

‘It was acknowledged that the A and E department’s current
annual throughput of nearly 57 000 patients, one of the busiest
in South Australia, could not be satisfactorily serviced from the
existing facility.

The commission is also likely to get additional funding from the
Commonwealth Disability Agreement, Medicare incentives capital
planning and hospital access. Negotiations with the Commonwealth
are currently occurring, but it is too early to estimate the amount of
additional funding. ) S
That makes the role of an Opposition absolutely impossible Other words, the South Australian Health Commission in
How can we be expected to quiz a Minister and indeed ganuary 1991 said the A and E department at Flinders
Government, in what is obviously a pre-election period, wherP@Sically could not cope. So | wrote to the then Minister and
we do not know the level of funding, and particularly when'" January 1992, after my letter of Decembelr 1991, | recel\{ed
We are not quizzing sensitive areas such as Medicar@ "ePly which said that there had been considerable planning,

incentives and hospital access? Hospital access is nothifgd SO On. The letter then went on to say:

more and nothing less than money which will be given to this ... the Health Commission agreed to give priority to the accident

State Government by its Federal Government colleagues f8)d émergency department upgrade and the project was listed on the

buy the votes of people who have been on waiting lists fo 22)91_-|<i)_2 forward capital works program at an estimated cost of

.. . miiion. . .

many years. What do we hear? Negotiations with the ) )

Commonwealth are currently occurring but it is too early toVVell, the people at Flinders were delighted, because the

estimate the amount of additional funding. Health Commission said that the A and E department could
If | were a betting man, and on occasions | have beefOt COpe, and shortly after that the Minister of Health said,

known to have a bet, | would be willing to stake a small |t i all up and running, and the project is listed on the

wager that this Commonwealth funding will arrive in the nick forward capital works program’. Therefore, itis particularly

of time for the State Government to solve some of itsdisappointing to note that nothing has happened.

problems. In my view, that is close to immoral, and it is  In fact, in the same letter from the Minister, he went on to

certainly impossible for an Opposition to do the job which itsay:

is required to do, because it is simply not given the .  commencement of the major building program (was)
information. anticipated in 1993-94.

Of course, areas such as the Commonwealth disabilityynqy time flies when you are trying to solve the problems
agreement, Medicare incentives and capital planning are algg the state Bank, Scrimber and SGIC and all of the factional
part_|cularly sensitive ano!, as | mtengl shortly to go on top_roblems of your colleagues, trying to work out when to
capital matters, | emphasise that that is another area wherg tiire and how to prop up comrades who are failing, but
is impossible for an Opposition to do its job properly. Whilst yeyertheless 1993-94 has arrived. The people at Flinders
we occasionally jest in Parliament about the Party politicayeqical Centre, | think quite legitimately, went to the budget
system and we jibe across the Chamber, and indeed Somerg%{pers and looked for the allocation to upgrade the A and E
us might even jibe outside the Chamber, the job of aryenariment, given that the Health Commission had acknow-
Opposition is to questlon the legal right of_a Government tq dged three years ago that it was not coping. What did they
spend taxpayers’ money. If we are not given the facts angln 47 Nothing! Of course, this was disappointing, and again
figures, or if those facts and figures are hidden for politicaye come back to the morals of Government and the process
purposes, we cannot do the job properly and the wholgf Government. In an article in th8outhern Timesf 6
process is subverted. , October, Polly Haynes said:

In dealing particularly with the budget Estimates process, After years of broken promises, the State Government now says
| will not describe in great depth the disappointment Wh'cr\Nork onya $5.3 million F:Jpgrade'of Flinders Medical Centre’sy

one sometimes feels about the whole process. Indeed, oth&ronically overcrowded casualty section is ‘full steam ahead’ and
members of the House have done that. However, it isvill start next June.
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Quite clearly that is nothing more and nothing less than porkto provide for that? | am sure all members opposite would
barrelling in marginal seats prior to an election. It is uncontemember that the former Deputy Premier and Minister of
scionable that a Government is prepared to play with peopleBlealth was actually all systems go on a new hospital in
health to that extent. But it is not surprising, given page 57Mount Gambier to be provided by the private sector. In fact,
appendix 3 of the budget's capital works paper. Thishe plans were already drawn. What stopped it? The Mount
Government, without any morals whatsoever, put in its wisitGambier Branch of the Labor Party said, ‘We aren’t going to
list, looking for the tooth fairy and hoping that all would be put up with this. We will move a motion at the State
well tomorrow! conference and stop it.” So, here we have a major capital
It reminds me of a reply that the former and now disgracegroject put up as a wish list with no intention of providing it
Premier gave in this House to a question | asked abownd, on the other hand, the Government is saying, ‘Let’'s hope
hospital funding, when he said: ‘If only the State Bankthe private sector might do it.” Given its performance, itis an
disaster had not occurred, we would be able to provide morabsolute joke.
nurses.’ If only, if only, if only! Appendix 3 is very much like Of course, all the other things—the 48 schools mentioned,
that, because it lists possible future capital projects. Thall the hospitals, the housing and urban development projects,
report says: family and community services, and education and training—
Itis essential to note that inclusion of a project on the list doesre nothing more or less than attempts to use the system for
not imply Government commitment to proceed with the project. their own base electoral purposes with no intention of
In other words, we have no idea how we will pay for it, we providing the necessary inf_rastructure. This is one more
are really not going to do it, but we are putting it down in €xample of a Government without morals.
case in a pre-election context we can float it out and perhaps Motion carried.

win a few votes. The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN (Minister of Education,
Mr S.G. EVANS: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to Employment and Training): | move:

the state of the House. That the remainder of the Bill be agreed to.
A quorum having been formed: Mr S.J. BAKER (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):

Dr ARMITAGE: | was drawing the attention of the As this Bill comes out of Committee | reiterate the
House to the fact that the infrastructure projects that are p@@pposition’s dissatisfaction with the budget, our dissatisfac-
down as possible future capital projects are hopeful wish list§on with the direction of this Government and our dissatis-
of this Government to be used for base electoral purposes. faction that this Government will remain in power one more
particular, | draw the attention of the House to the following:minute. The Bill will, in fact, pass in another place in a very

Whilst the schedule contains a wide range of major projects, ishort period and there will be no reason whatsoever why we

is not intended to exclude other infrastructure projects which maysannot go to an election as soon as human|y possib|e_
be suitable for provision by the private sector. . .
Motion carried.

When one looks at the Health Commission area, one canonly . e

say, ‘What a joke, because one of the items mentioned is thg Bill read a third time and passed.
Flinders Medical Centre Accident and Emergency upgrade,
and that is clearly being used for the basest of political ADJOURNMENT

motives. However, one of the other items mentioned is a new

hospital and community health centre at Mount Gambier. At 5.16 p.m. the House adjourned until Tuesday 12
Would it not be lovely if in fact the private sector were able October at 2 p.m.



808 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Questions on Notice

2. At the time, there were no formal limits on SAFT's
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY borrowings. Indeed, in the light of the uncertainty as to the State’s
funding needs, it would have been impracticable to have set limits.
Wednesday 6 October 1993 Now that Government’s funding needs can be managed entirely
within SAFAs balance sheet, and due to the discontinuation of
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE reinvestment activity by SAFT, the SAFA Board has approved the

winding up of SAFT, which should be completed by 31 December
1993. Hence, the setting of borrowing limits is unnecessary.
Similarly, there is no need to set borrowing limits for South

BENEFICIAL FINANCE Australian Finance Trust Limited (SAFTL). Its primary role is that
) of Trustee of SAFT and, as a consequence, the only borrowings that
13.Mr BECKER: will now be required will be in respect of certain transactions relating

1. Why did Beneficial Finance Corporation bank with the i the funding of public sector assets undertaken a number of years

National Australia Bank? . - -
- . ago (it has not undertaken any new structured transactions since
2. How many State Bank and former Beneficial Flnancelggo(). Y

subsidiaries bank with other banks and, in each case, why?

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: The replies are as follows:

1. Beneficial Finance (BFCL) used the National Australia Bank NICHOLLS CASE
(NAB) as its banker well before BFCL was acquired by the State 35 pr BECKER: What legal costs were incurred by the
Bank of South Australia (SBSA). BFCL required a banker that couldysinister of Transport Development in the recent case against Chris
provide national banking facilities as it had operations in all stateqicholis, former ABC journalist; and were the Minister's costs paid
of Australia. In addition, most of the fund raising of BFCL was py the Government and. if so Why7
conducted in the eastern states and use of the short term money o Hon G.J. CRAFTER: The Minister of Transport Develop-
market required an efficient method of banking and passing fundg, ot \was involved in the case against Mr C. Nicholls as a witness
betvv_eeg stgtes.BleléLB prct)_\/ldeg tthe ”i}fga' bta”g('”?( facilitiestor the prosecution. In the trial Mr Nicholls sought discovery of
rqulre .3” SO continued 1o usle as Its ban efr. . onfidential material namely the transcripts of evidence given by the

onsideration was given on several occasions to transferring afl o, ‘Barbara Wiese and Mr Stitt before the inquiry into the Minister

banking facilities to SBSA but SBSA had only limited banking 4 To,rism. It was considered necessary to have the views of the
facilities outside of South Australia and could not offer the facilities )5 ries affected. Consequently, the Hon. Barbara Wiese incurred

required. BFCL did, however, use State Bank accounts for hea%gal costs of $660.00. These costs were paid by the Government as

office, branch operations and other banking facilities. ; ; P
2.Apart from BFCL, there are currently only two SBSA or BFCL itwas considered to be a flow on from the inqiry.
subsidiaries which bank with banks other than SBSA. They are: POWER LINE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

Asset Risk Managment Ltd Group NSW & QId

Originally a joint venture. Has various accounts with ANZ, - 37 \ir BECKER: How many persons are currently members
?BA' I\‘tAB and Westpac, mainly specific to customer leasingyt the power Line Environment Committee; when was the committee
Lransa;; |ocr:1s. tion Ltd—NSW formed; what is its purpose; what are the annual remuneration and
easenn Lorporation L0— . allowances paid to each member; and how many meetings are held
Joint venture in which BFCL has 51% interest. Has angsch year?

account with NAB specific to its NSW leasing operations. The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER: There are eight members of the

As both of the above subsidiaries have operations outside South,ver Line Environment Committee.

Australia, bankers with full banking and branch facilities were Clause 1 of the Charter of PLEC states:
chosen. ‘The committee shall comprise eight members being one representa-
tive of each of the following:
- Department of Environment and Planning (now the Depart-
ment of Environment and Land Management).

1. What was the increased investment activity of South ?epartmsent ?g;{oatd ':fransporttr.] South Australian Tour
Australian Finance Trust which necessitated the borrowing of ourism South Australia (now the South Australian Tourism

$1 351 000 000 for the year ended 30 June 1991 and how and where ~ Commission. -
was this money invested? - Local Government Association

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN FINANCE TRUST
25.Mr BECKER:

2. What total limit has been placed on the borrowings of South éustralian_ chservg;}tic;ns COhU”C” (rl_epresented by the
Australian Finance Trust Limited and South Australian Finance onservation Council of South Australia).
Trust? - Electricity Trust of South Australia

The Hon. ERANK BLEVINS: and two community representatives.’

1. The borrowings to which the Member for Hanson refers were ~ The committee was formed on 28 February 1990.
temporary borrowings from SAFA, invested in cash and readily  The charter of the committee states that its purpose.is to
liquefiable short term money market instruments (eg bank bills)determine the eligibility of and establish priorities for projects to
These assets were held as aliquidity buffer, both to ensure adequaf@lrove the aesthetics of the electricity distribution system for the
cash was available to meet general public sector needs and, mdynefit of the general community, primarily through the under-
specifically, any further payments that the Government was requiregrounding of electricity mains. The charter does not extend to the
to make in support of the State Bank of South Australia. The volatildindergrounding of systems in urban residential streets for the benefit
nature of the financial market at the time (especially vis-a-vis nonof the residents unless that is an incidental consequence of a project’.
AAA semi-government issuers) meant that there was no guarantee Clause 4 of the charter of PLEC states:
that large volumes of funding could be raised on an as-required basis. ‘Members who are not employees of a Department or Instrumen-
Loan Council rules at the time were such that borrowings to fund ~ tality shall be paid fees which shall be determined by the Minister
liquidity buffer assets could not be held in SAFA. Hence, the South ~ and be adjusted in accordance with movements in the fees
Australian Finance Trust (SAFT) was utilised for this purpose. Payable to the members of ETSA.
Following changes to Loan Council guidelines, operative from July ~ Chairman  $2 826 per annum
1992, itis now possible for SAFA to maintain all its liquid assetson ~ Members  $1 739 per annum _ _
its own balance sheet—a practice which accords with Government Meetings are convened as required. Their frequency is governed
Management Board (‘GMB’) Review Team'’s recommendations. by the flow of applications for funding from councils, or other
As indicated in SAFA Annual Reports, the primary activity of committee business which may require attention. o
SAFT inrecent years has been to assist in the management of South A total of 27 (PLEC) meetings have been convened since its
Australian public sector liquidity. This change in SAFT’s focus (ie inception. The following indicates the number of meetings conducted
from reinvestment activity) has been acknowledged in thewithin each year.

Government Management Board (GMB) Review of SAFA. The 1990 (6)
GMB Review also notes that the existence of SAFT resulted in the 1991 (7)
funding of the State Bank rescue package having minimal impactin 1992 (9)

the financial markets. 1993 (5)
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SEWER RATES 18-12-92 and was recommended for appointment by the Committee
member; the subsequent appointment was made on 4-2-93.
54.Mr BECKER: While on the shorter end of the scale, this is not an unusually
1. Why were property owners of land adjacent to the sewer maighort processing period. The length of time between receipt of a JP
in Jill Court, Victor Harbor and surrounding areas not advised fromapplication and subsequent appointment depends upon a number of
April 1990 (following notice in th&Government Gazeft¢hat sewer  factors such as: whether the application is in order when received;
rates were due and payable? the time taken for receipt of the various reports; the stage within the
2. How many property owners have now been requested to pagepartment’s ‘processing cycle’ at which the application is received.
sewer rates over due and what was the total amount due at time 8& can be seen from the history detailed above, Mr lenco’s
discovery that rates were not being collected? application was received towards the end of the ‘processing cycle’
3. How many other subdivisions have been discovered in whiclout within sufficient time for the various reports to have been sought
sewer rates were not being collected in the year ended 30 June 1998%d received before interviews were arranged. In fact half of the
4. What authority does the Minister have to collect rates dueapplicants appointed at the same time as Mr lenco lodged their
retrospectively in such instances and how does an error like thigpplications in September or October.
occur? 2. The application was received in this office on 25 September
The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER: 1992. It was forwarded to this office by the South Australian Branch
1. Owners of land adjacent to the sewer main in Jill Court ancbf the ALP.
a portion of Mayflower Court, Victor Harbor were not advised that
sewerage rates were due and payable from 1 April 1990 because of WATER POLICE BRANCH
an oversight by staff engaged in advising rating information to newly
created account numbers as a result of land divisions. This oversight 68. Mr BECKER:
was discovered when a Certificate of Water and Sewer Chargeswas 1. What was the 1992-93 budget for the operation of the Water
requested for one of the properties. S Police Branch?
2. Atotal of seven customers were advised in writing on 27 May 2. How many persons are employed in this branch and in what
1993, that sewerage rates were to be raised retrospectively fromclassifications?
July 1991. Each was debited $162.00 for the period 1 July 1991t0 3. How many emergencies were attended to by the branch in the

30 June 1992. The sewer main was entered on departmental ratiggar ended 30 June 1993 and how do these statistics compare with
records in the week ending 26 May 1993, and as a result seweragge previous years?

rates totalling $124.50 were automatically levied for the firstthree 4 were the branch’s water patrolling activities curbed or
quarters of the 1992-93 financial year. The fourth quarters water andduced because of budget restraints or over expenditure and if so,
sewerage rates were levied on 9 June 1993. _ to what extent?

3. The department carries out an audit of records to determine 5 \ji|l the Government continue to fund and maintain the Water
which properties should be rated but are not because of erors @ijice at the same level as in previous years and if not, why not?
omissions in administrative procedures. This ensures that legitimate g \yhat budget overrun is permissable for this branch in case
rates are charged and persons enjoying the benefits of the servi mergency?
are meeting their share of the costs of providing and maintaining the' 7 " \ynat private funding is available to the branch from say

services. . -
4 ) . . insurance companies or recoupment of costs?
During the 1992-93 financial year, the audit was done for records ™ 11 Hon. MF.)K. MAYES: P

created during the 1991-92 financial year. 2538 records which did 1" “\nmter Police Services is one of the specialist groups within
not have a water and/or sewer main recorded were checked and Sgg, Gperations Support Division. The 1992-93 total budget allocation
were found to be rateable. Of these, 195 had retrospective rates, \nmter Police Services was $517 707.00

levied. Approximately $96 000 of retrospective sewerage rates were i

debited for the 1991-92 financial year. 2.3 Segeant e Officer in Charge
4. The Minister's authority is contained in section 80 of the Classification
Sewerage Act and whilst the legislation does not limit how far back 4 Other Ranks Deckhands
the debit adjustments may be made, in accordance with current 1991-92 1992-93
policy, they are limited to the current and previous financial years 3 s o i -
. Search and rescue missions 85 90

only. This is applied keeping in mind the debit cannot precede the

date of current ownership. As stated in Question 1 above, the reasons , VeSsels towed 106 110

for these oversights are unknown. In most instances the oversightjs_4- On 13 May 1993 the Divisional Commander issued a

discovered a long time after it is made and the date is not availablélrective to Water Police Services restricting the use of police
Whilst customers have been disadvantaged by receiving twitunches within the following parameters: _

years worth of sewerage rates totalling $328.00, theéy have notbeen = ésponse to any tasking requiring the use of a launch;

levied sewerage rates of $153.00 for the 1990-91 financial year. ~ * between Monday and Friday, one launch may be used for
patrol purposes, provided the duration of the patrol does not
JUSTICES APPOINTMENT COMMITTEE exceed 3 hours;
- during weekends each launch may be used for up to 3 hours
61.Mr BECKER: for general patrol purposes.

1. Were all normal procedures with respect to Justice of the —This directive remained in effect until 30 June 1993 as a means
Peace applications followed in the appointment of Mr J. lenco, ALPof significantly reducing the overall fuel consumption costs debited
candidate for Colton and, if not, why not and why was he appointe@gainst Water Police Services.

so quickly? Staff were otherwise deployed on mobile patrols in the Water Police
2. When was Mr lenco’s application lodged and by whom? ~ patrol vehicle. o _
The Hon. G.J. CRAFTER: 5. Water Police Services is funded from the Operations

1. Yes, normal procedures were followed in relation to thisCommand budget. There is no intention to reduce the 1993-94 level
application including an interview with a member of the JAC of funding for this group. )
(Justices Appointment Committee), nominated by the Royal 6. Thereis no identifiable budget overrun as such. Water Police
Association of Justices. Services will continue to be tasked to provide a water patrol and

Mr lenco first applied for appointment in January 1991 but, insearch and rescue capability. o
accordance with the recommendation of the interviewing officer, his  In cases of emergency taskings, there are no budget restrictions
application was not approved at that time. placed on this group and any shortfalls are addressed in the broader

A second application was received in September 1992. Thisontext of the overall budget for the Support Region. S
application was accepted and processed in the usual way. It was 7. At the present time, all costs associated with maintaining
approved in December 1992 and Mr lenco was subsequentiWater Police Services are borne by the Police Department.
appointed on 4 February 1993.

The history of the processing of this application is as follows. The GOVERNMENT VEHICLE
application was received on 25-9-92; a police report was sought on
15-10-92 and received back in late November; the views of Mr  74.Mr BECKER:
lenco’s local MP were sought on 20-10-92 and received on 1. What Government business was the driver of the vehicle,
26-10-92; Mr lenco was interviewed by a member of the JAC omregistered VQE-311 attending to on Friday 14 May 1993 at 8.30am



810 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Questions on Notice

whilst dropping off a student who removed his bike from the boot  This Industry is aware that at present a deposit applies to this type
of the vehicle on Parham Road, Blackwood, opposite the Blackwoodf container if marketed in South Australia, although they are
Primary School? hopeful that on completion of the appraisal by the department that

2. To which Government department or agency is this vehiclegan alternate method to deposits for these containers will be sanc-
attached? tioned by the Government.

3. Were the terms of Government Management Board Circular  Itis anticipated that the finalisation of the position paper detailing
90/30 being observed by the driver of this vehicle and, if not, whythe options available with respect to the beverages and containers
not and what action does the Government propose to take? serving this market sector will b_e presented to me by the end of this

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: month for Government to consider.

1. I have ascertained that the nominated vehicle was driven by 3. Benefits to consumers indicated are that the containers are
an officer who has permanent allocation of the vehicle as her dutig§oré convenient to handle and the screw top lid makes sealing
require frequent after hours usage. easier. Additionally there are cost savings as the containers will be

The driver of the vehicle has indicated that on 14 May, 1993, aplow moulded in South Australia and their use will allow the local

approximately 8.30 a.m., she transported her son to the Blackwoddfry industries to remain competitive. . .
High School. Apparently at that time it was raining heavily. Our 4. Inthe Eastern States these containers are returned via kerbside

employee elected to drive her son to school owing to the inclemerfio/l€ction systems and are used to produce such products as water
weather. As he normally rides his bike, the cycle was placed in th81P€s and mobile garbage bins.
boot of the vehicle so that he could return home.

| am given to understand that the journey was on the employee’s DRIVERS LICENCES
direct normal route to her place of employment and this is the only
occasion where the son has been conveyed to school in a
Government vehicle.

2. The South Australian Housing Trust.

3. The terms of the Government Management Board Circular
90/30 were not being observed. The employee has received a
reprimand.

86.Mr BECKER:
1. During the past financial year how many persons sat for
motor vehicle licence examinations?
2. Of those people, how many were—
(a) unemployed;
(b) receiving Austudy;
(c) receiving some other form of Social Security benefit or
pension;
(d) failed on their first examination;
(e) failed on their second examination; and
(f) failed three or more examinations?
3. Whatis the total amount of income derived from licence fees
espect of re-examinations?
The Hon. M.D. RANN:
1. 33740

CONSERVATION COUNCIL

78.Mr GUNN: How much financial assistance or other help
does the Government provide to the South Australian Conservation
Council? .

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: The principal assistance provided nr
by the Government to the South Australian Conservation Council is

in the form of an annual grant of $60 000 which is now paid from

the budget of the Department of Environment and Land Managemen
and previously by the former Department of Environment and
Planning. Of this amount, it is a condition that $20 000 be made
available to the Nature Conservation Society.

Other small scale assistance is sometimes provided. For example,
during 1991-92 the department provided funding of approximately
$1 000 towards vehicle costs fora Commonwealth funded National
Estate project undertaken by the Conservation Council.

Further to this financial assistance, the building in which the
South Australian Conservation Council is located, 120 Wakefield
Street, Adelaide is three quarter owned by the Government and one
quarter owned by the Conservation Council. As part of an agreement
at the time of purchase in 1983, the Council undertook to be
responsible for all running costs and maintenance of the building but
occupies it rent free. In addition, two member groups, the Australian
Conservation Foundation and the Nature Conservation Society
occupy space in the building, while others utilise the building for
meetings.

PLASTIC MILK BOTTLES

81.Mr BECKER:

1. Willthe Government establish a five cent deposit on two litre
plastic milk bottles and if so, when and if not, why not?

2. Whendid the Government receive representations, and from
whom, to introduce two litre plastic milk bottles and what was the
response?

3. What benefit is there to consumers in using plastic milk
bottles?

4. How are these bottles recycled and into what products?

The Hon. M.K. MAYES:

t 2. (&) Unknown.

(b) Unknown.

(c) Unknown.

(d) In the period from July until September 1992 total failures
were 5 951.

In October 1992 the standardised Vehicle On Road
Test (VORT) was introduced and for the period October 1992
until April 1993 there were 3 912 failures.

In April 1993 the Accredited and Authorised Driving
Instructors Scheme was introduced. Consequently practical
examinations were conducted by Authorised Driving
Instructors as well as Government examiners. In addition,
novice drivers had the opportunity to acquire their licence
through progressive log-book evaluation associated with
competency based training provided by Accredited Driving
Instructors. Accordingly, no ‘pass-fail’ rate applies in these
circumstances and since for the period April-June 1993, some
70% of novice drivers chose to use the Accredited option, a
‘pass-fail’ rate is not comparable with previous figures.

In future years, given that a uniform arrangement will
be in place, whole-of-year statistics will be kept on those
using Government examiners and those using the Authorised
option, along with their respective pass-fail rates, and on
those using the Accredited option.

(e) Total failures on second attempt under old system (July
to September 1992)—1 487.

(f) Total failures on third attempt under old system (July to
September 1992)—178.

3. Revenue recouped from applicants undertaking licence re-
examinations provided by Government examiners amounted to
$276 172 up to April 1993.

In April 1993 the charge for a Government conducted licence

1. Afive cent deposit has applied to these containers since thexamination was increased by $10 to ensure full cost recovery.

29 August 1985.

While there are indications that the Government charge provides a

2. Verbal indications were given by industry that it intended benchmark for the charges which Authorised Driving Instructors set
introducing this type of container in representations received and ai the market place for licence examinations, these obviously vary
meetings during the course of the Soft Market Appraisal (nonaccording to market forces. Total revenue generated in respect of
alcoholic) of the beverage industry currently being undertaken by thicence examinations conducted by Authorised Instructors is,
Beverage Container Unit of the Office of the Environment Protectiortherefore, not known.

Authority. Southern Farmers gave written advice in a letter dated the As the vast proportion of licence candidates are opting for the
28 May 1993 that they would introduce this container during theAccredited scheme involving progressive evaluation, the concept of
1993-94 financial year, while Dairy Vale advised staff and an-a ‘re-examination’ does not apply. The costs of progressive
nounced in the press that they would introduce a similar containegvaluation are built into the market-driven pricing structures which

during November 1993.

also cover the training component.
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HELLENIC SHOOTING COMPLEX

87.Mr LEWIS:

1. What Government financial assistance from the State and/or
any other public source has been provided to the proponents of the
proposed Hellenic Shooting Complex at Monarto?

2. What other forms of funding is the Government contemplat-
ing to the proponents of this project, if any?

The Hon. G.J. CRAFTER:

1. The Commonwealth Government has granted the Hellenic
Game Shooters Association $42 000 to establish a shooting complex
at Monarto. This grant is available from the Commonwealth
Government’s Community, Cultural, Recreational and Sporting
Facilities Program of 1992/93.

2. The Hellenic Game Shooters Association has made an offer
to the Department of Environment and Land Management to
purchase Section 195, Hundred of Mobilong. The Department of
Environment and Land Management has agreed to sell the land to
the Association subject to Council approval in the terms of the
Planning Act. The Association would have the option of paying for
the land outright or by paying 20% of the value and the balance by
nine equal annual payments of principal plus interest, as is the
Department’s current funding policy.

ELECTORATE OFFICES

88.Mr LEWIS:

1. During the past two years commencing 1 January 1991—
(a) what electorate offices have been relocated;
(b) what was the rent at the old location and what is the rent
at the new location;

- Alexandra

- Florey

- Mitchell

-Unley

- Adelaide Electorate Office is currently under consideration
for relocation.

(b) the rent was as follows:

- Alexandra (old location) $11 130 pa
- Alexandra (new location) $17 928 pa
- Florey (old location) $6 032 pa

- Florey (new location) $19 865 pa
- Mitchell (old location) $8580 pa

- Mitchell (new location) $13 500 pa

- Unley (old location) $12 972 pa

- Unley (new location) $21 488 pa
- Adelaide (current location) $12 400 pa
- Adelaide (proposed location) $23 000 pa

(c) the cost to the public purse was as follows:
(i) all removal costs were no more than $500.
(i) commissioning costs were:

Alexandra  $29 300
Florey $26 300
Mitchell $20 000
Unley $46 169

Itis estimated that to relocate Adelaide Electorate Office
will cost in the vicinity of $46 000.
(d) all of the above relocated offices are within the bounds of
the electorate currently represented by the Member occupying
the new premises.
(e) there has been no saving in dollar terms by relocating the
above Electorate Offices. The total cost of relocation was
$123 769.

(c) what was the cost to the public purse of the move, divide
into the categories of:

(i) moving furniture, fittings and equipment; and 3. See Appendix 1

(ii) renovating and/or modifying (including fitting or 4. The average rental now being paid for Electorate Offices is

connecting services) and redecorating the news12 277 per annum.

_ premises; ) ) ) See Appendix 2 for Electorate Office rental increases.

(d) in any of the foregoing circumstances, is the relocated 5. Since 1989 only Members who live in the same Telecom
electorate office still within the bounds of the electorate exchange area as their Electorate Office are permitted to have an
currently represented by the Member occupying the newoDX (landline) facility installed. This enables the Member to receive
premises; and calls after hours from the Electorate Office at their home at no
(e) what has been the total cost or saving of relocating thesadditional call cost. This facility has been installed at the following
electorate offices? Electorate Offices:

2. See Appendix 1. It should be noted that the monitoring period
c1‘or the photocopy allowance operates from 1st September to 31st
August.

2. Inwhich electorate offices has the photocopying entitlement Adelaide Light
been exceeded during the period commencing 1 July 1991 to 30 June Albert Park Mitcham
1993 and by how much? Baudin Morphett

3. What reimbursement has been made of any such excess in Chaffey Mt Gambier
photocopying by the Member in whose electorate office the excess Coles Norwood
has occurred? Elizabeth Price

4. What is the average rental now being paid for electorate Flinders Ramsay
offices, which offices have had an increase in rental during the Florey Semaphore
period commencing 1 July 1991 to 30 June 1993; on what dates and Goyder Stuart
by what amounts per annum have those increases occurred? Hanson Todd

5. What are the circumstances in which Members are entitled Heysen Walsh
to have landline connections from their electorate offices to their Whyalla

homes such that it is possible for telephone calls to be transferred g, 6: The following Members have applied to have their mobile
no additional call cost from their offices to their homes and in whichP0ne accounts allocated to their Electorate Office telephone
offices is it possible for calls to be switched from the office to the &llowance: .
Member’s home (and vice versa) without incurring an additional call Dr M Armitage MP
cost? Mr G Gunn MP
6. Which Members have currently applied for and/or have had M? ?52“53/'&}
the cost of mobile phones allocated to their electorate office Mr J Quirke MP
telephone account; on what date did they apply for inclusion of the

mobile phone connection to the electorate office telephone account Al I(;|fotr;leD g\t/)%t\t/gnMNclaaqbers have forwarded accounts received

and on Wh.at date was the connection prowded’? after the Minister for Labour Relations and Occupational Health and

7. Which Members have exceeded their telephone al]owancgafety approved the scheme on 24th June 1993.
during the past four years and by how much during any period have = 7 ” gae Appendix 3. It can be seen that all Members have paid
the excess amounts been repaid by them personally and otherwiggir outstanding accounts except for the Members for Davenport
what is the amount still outstanding in any instance? and Murray-Mallee.

8. In which instances was it possible at the time of billing 10 8. During 1991 the then Minister of Housing and Construction
provide the Member with a list of the calls made from the Member'srequested Telecom to supply no itemised accounts for Electorate
office phone, in order that the Member could determine if the callffices. Accordingly any Member wanting details of calls made,
so billed were in fact billed accurately? must contact Telecom direct to obtain information from their

The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: computer records regarding the previous three months calls.

1. During the past two years commencing 1 January 1991— APPENDIX 1
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PHOTOCOPY ALLOWANCE SEPT 90 TO AUG 91

Electorate Office Allowance Actual Excess Invoice () Received (%)
Adelaide 36000 47543 11543 $277.03 $277.03
Coles 36000 39611 3611 $86.66 $86.66
Davenport 40000 41945 1945 $46.48 $0
Fisher 36000 55326 19326 $463.82 $463.82
Hartley 36000 36976 976 $23.42 $23.42
Mitcham 36000 37419 1419 $34.06 $34.06
Mt Gambier 36000 37300 1300 $31.20 $31.20
Newland 36000 118393 82393 $1977.43 $1977.43
Spence 36000 66801 30801 $739.22 $739.22
Stuart 36000 55878 19878 $477.07 $477.07
Unley 36000 41069 5069 $121.66 $121.66

NOTE: The member for Murray-Mallee owes an additional amount from the period Sept 1989 to August 1990 totalling $138.77

PHOTOCOPY ALLOWANCE SEPT 91 TO AUG 92

Electorate Office Allowance Actual EXcess Invoice (3) Received (%)
Adelaide 36000 59033 23033 $552.79 $552.79
Baudin 36000 36435 435 $10.44 $10.44
Bragg 36000 39172 3172 $76.13 $76.13
Briggs 36000 69838 33838 $812.11 $812.11
Davenport 40000 53168 13168 $316.03 $316.03
Fisher 36000 52983 16983 $407.59 $107.59
Mitcham 36000 49271 13271 $318.50 $318.50
Mitchell 36000 38642 2642 $63.41 $63.41
Mt Gambier 36000 48307 12307 $295.37 $295.37
Newland 36000 86574 50574 $1213.78 $1213.78
Playford 36000 36228 228 $5.47 $5.47
Ramsay 36000 49700 13700 $328.80 $328.80
Ross Smith 36000 46180 10180 $244.32 $244.32
Spence 36000 47694 11694 $280.66 $280.66
Stuart 36000 45408 9408 $225.79 $225.79
Unley 36000 36115 115 $2.76 $2.76
Walsh 40000 40438 4438 $10.51 $10.51

NOTE: The current monitoring period concludes end August 1993

APPENDIX 2

Electorate Increase p.a. Increase date Current rent
Adelaide 5.1% 26/08/91 $12 400
Alexandra (old) 4.9% 11/10/91 $11 130
Baudin 1.9% 18/03/92 $11 000
Bragg 5.1% 06/11/92 $13 968
Chaffey 4.2% 01/08/92 $ 7000
Coles 2.5% 01/05/93 $13 000
Davenport 2.8% 01/12/92 $17 000
Eyre 5.0% 01/03/92 $ 3300
Florey 10.6% 01/12/92 $24 313
Gilles 1.8% 01/03/92 $14 000
Goyder 2.9% 07/03/92 $5400
Hanson 2.5% 01/07/92 $9700
Hayward 2.0% 01/10/92 $22 056
Henley Beach 1.9% 11/01/93 $15 536
Light 1.8% 01/05/92 $13 704
Mawson 2.6% 03/07/92 $20 000
Morphett 4.1% 01/01/92 $16 336
Murray Mallee 1.5% 01/07/92 $4584
Newland 4.2% 10/12/91 $15 936
Price 2.1% 04/11/91 $12 700
Ramsay 5.6% 01/08/92 $17 400
Ross Smith 8.0% 04/06/93 $14 000
Spence 2.0% 10/12/92 $ 7645
Stuart 4.8% 01/11/91 $11 869
Unley 5.0% 11/03/92 $22 800
Victoria 6.0% 01/11/92 $6 300
Whyalla 4.3% 01/08/92 $19 980

EXCESS TELEPHONE ALLOWANCES

1989 1990 1991 1992 fotal amount paid

Bragg $244.63 $231.08 $259.10 $734.81 $734.81

Briggs $1 037.93 $1037.93 $1 037.93

Coles $559.53 $194.08 $194.08 $194.08

Custance $586.57 $586.57 $586.57
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EXCESS TELEPHONE ALLOWANCES

1989 1990 1991 1992 total amount paid
Davenport * $960.64 $960.64 $0.00
Flinders $74.00 $74.00 $74.00
Hartley $290.22 $290.22 $290.22
Heysen $25.85 $25.85 $25.85
Mt Gambier $107.56 $107.56

$107.56

Murray Mallee $635.68 $635.68 $0.00
Newland $249.94 $249.94 $249.94
Stuart $330.48 $330.48 $330.48
Victoria $1270.72 $1 609.47 $2 880.19 $2 880.19

* Note: The Member for Davenport owes an additional amount from 1988 totalling $87.80

STATE TRANSPORT AUTHORITY 2. The recorded speeds of the seven vehicles were: two at 90
km/h, two at 91 km/h, one at 94 km/h, one at 97 km/h and one at 99

94. Mr ATKINSON: Has the State Transport Authority km/h.
considered whether it could use the public-address system 99.MrBECKER: Over the past 12 months how many crashes
(computer-generated announcer) at railway stations to warn that drave occurred at the following intersections with Tapleys Hill
express train is about to speed through the station? Road—

The Hon. M.D. RANN: The State Transport Authority (STA) (a) West Beach Road;
has considered whether it could use the public address system  (b) Charles Veale Drive;

(computer generated announcer) at railway stations to warn that an (c) Ingerson Street; and
express train is about to pass through the station. (d) Burbridge Road,

Messages announced by the Passenger Information Systemhaw many injuries and fatalities were recorded at each location, what
railway stations consist of a fixed word structure which cannot bevas the cause of each accident and estimated speed at the time of
changed or supplemented manually. The message is designed to giggpact?
intending passengers relevant information about the next train to The Hon. M.K. MAYES:
depart from the station in each direction of travel and is computer (a) 5 accidents (0 fatalities, 5 property damage);
based. (b) 2 accidents (0 fatalities, 2 property damage);

The signalling system identifies an approaching train and the (c) 1 accident (1 property damage);
appropriate message is automatically selected from the timetable (d) 33 accidents (O fatalities, 8 injury, 25 property damage).
information stored in the computer system. Statistics are not maintained on the cause or speeds associated

The passenger is required to stand at or near the annunciatortdth these accidents.
obtain train running information because use of a high volume would
be particularly intrusive in the neighbourhood of railway stations.
This, together with the limited message range of the system make the
change undesirable.

RURAL ARTERIAL ROADS

100. Mr GUNN: How much does the Department of Road
Transport intend to spend on rural arterial roads in this financial
year?

The Hon. M.D. RANN: The Department of Road Transport
95.The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: intends to spend approximately $47.8 million on rural arterial roads

1. What caused a water main to burst and flood the Elizabetf! the 1993-94 financial year. . .
City Shopping Centre on 3 August 19937 These funds will be spent on the following activities:

ENGINEERING AND WATER SUPPLY

; ; .- Specific Projects $9.6m

up?2. What is the estimate of the damage and the cost of cleaning General Maintenance $19.0m

3. What is the estimate of claims that have been made or are Seseals/ T‘K/rl‘a?('."tat'ons $$1990m
anticipated against the Engineering and Water Supply Department? Favement Marking -9m

The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER: Land AcqusIon Land $ O,

1. The water main burst as a result of localised external M(i)r?orslch‘)ead\?v\(l)erlfspmen andscape $1 am m
graphitisation corrosion to the 200mm diameter cast iron pipe. The Ferries $4 8m
burst occurred when the internal water pressure exceeded the :
residual combined strength of the cement mortar, corrosion products hsﬂggr)i/all?glt%tgfsl?oadworks $%03'r6nm
and remaining cast iron. Water from the burst was channelled to the Maint  Brid A 09
doors to the Mall by brick paving adjacent to where the burst Maintenance ot bridges ~Im
occurred. TOTAL $47.8m

In addition, the Department of Road Transport will spend
pproximately $33.0 million on National Highways in the rural area
nd approximately $11.0 million on rural local roads.

2. There is no estimate available. Damage due to floodin
occurred to approximately 60 shops including Venture and Joh
Martins. John Martins estimated their damage at $250 000.

3. Only two claims have been submitted to the Engineering and
Water Supply Department. The two submitted are from Big W
Discount Stores $5 400.84 and CIC Insurance Ltd for Cross Cut Hair
$3 000. Affected owners are pursuing claims through their insurers.

LOOP SYSTEMS

101.The Hon. JENNIFER CASHMORE:

1. Wuat isthe Goverrgjment’sI policy ct))r|1 ingtalltljing ‘loop systems’
to assist hearing impaired people in public buildings?

TRAFFIC OFFENCES 2. Isthere a program for installation of such systems and if so,

what is the program timetable and in particular, when will systems—

(a) be installed in Parliament House;

(b) be installed in Her Majesty’s Theatre;

(c) be updated in the Festival Theatre; and

98.Mr BECKER:
1. During the past 12 months how many motorists were fined
for speeding (including all forms of speed detection) along Tapleys

Hill Road, West Beach?
2. What were the lowest and highest speeds recorded?
The Hon. M.K. MAYES:

(d) be available in all courts at all times?
The Hon. R.J. GREGORY:
1. There is no general Government policy to install ‘loop

1. During the 1992/93 financial year, there were seven peoplsystems’ in public buildings. As with other specialised equipment,
issued with expiation notices for speeding on Tapleys Hill RoadGovernment agencies will consider the necessity for installation in

West Beach.

the context of improving service provision to their clients. As an
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example, the Education Department has installed the system in sométhout adverse impact on local government budgets or on the State
schools where there are children with hearing impairment. budget.

2. ltis appropriate that the decision to install the ‘loop system’  In the meantime the petrol levy monies offset the costs to the
be considered by the asset managers of those specific facilities ndtate budget of a range of local government programs and mean that
only in the context of service provision but also in terms of these important programs may continue to meet community needs

improving the asset value of the facility. despite the difficult budget position and expenditure reductions the
Government is required to make to achieve the budgetary targets set
CATASTROPHE INSURANCE in the Economic and Financial Statements in April 1993.
103.Mr S.J. BAKER: What are the upper and lower limits to PUBLIC SECTOR ASSET SALES

catastrophe insurance taken out by the Government on its assets?

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Under the current commercial 107.Mr S.J.BAKER: Inrespect of the $492 million asset sales
catastrophe insurance program taken out by the Government on iy Government departments and authorities in the past three years,
assets, the Government retains the first $1 million of loss arisingvhat were the individual assets sold with value of over $100 000, by
from any one identifiable event ($3 million for STA losses) togetherauthority, per year?
with the first $30 million of aggregate losses in any year above this  The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: As there is no central register of

$1 million (or $3 million) level. asset sales, the information in the attached schedules was obtained
The program then provides cover to the sum insured ofrom individual agencies. In view of the time and effort involved, it
$375 million. was not considered justifiable to circularise all agencies. Instead
information was sought from the Department of Environment and
AIR TRAVEL Land Management which handles the sale of most Government land

and property. Details were also sought from several other agencies
105.Mr S.J. BAKER: Which officers (by classification) ofthe (SA Housing Trust, ETSA, SAULT, STA, E&WS and Road
Government and its authorities are entitled to first or business clasgansport) which normally do not sell their property through
air travel? Environment and Land Management.

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Treasurer's Instruction 9111 The question refers to asset sales of $492 million over the last
(issued in September 1993) states that in relation to domestic travehree years. This is based on information provided by Treasury to
only Ministers of the Crown, Chief Executive Officers or employeesJohn Ferguson dfhe AdvertiserThose figures included the budget
travelling in the company of Ministers or Chief Executive Officers estimate for 1992/93 because the actuals were not available. In
may fly at any standard other than the cheapest economy rate, unleddition the figures were based primarily on the amounts shown in
there are extraordinary circumstances. the Budget Papers for the Sale of Land and Property and the Sale of

The Guidelines for the Preparation and Review of Oversea®lant, Equipment and Motor Vehicles. However, the figures did not
Travel Proposals (October 1988) state that employees travellingpclude other proceeds from asset sales which are shown in the
overseas shall travel by air, economy class, except Heads &udget Papers as Net Gain or Surplus on the Sale of Properties.
Government Departments and large Statutory Authorities who magllowing for these changes, the asset sales over the last three years
travel business class. Exceptions are only made in special circumvere:-

stances where an individual’s intinerary is extremely demanding or $m
the employee is travelling with executives from private companies. 1990-91 175
These guidelines apply to all government agencies which are 1991-92 176
bound by Treasurer’s Instructions; (that is all agencies audited by the 1992-92 158
Auditor-General). Furthermore, the Government would expect all Total 509
agencies to observe the principles of the guidelines and to minimise  Schedules, which are provided for the honourable member, may
travel expenditure. not appear to explain a large proportion of the total asset sales.
However, about one third of the asset sale receipts come from the
FUEL LEVY Sale of Plant, Equipment and Motor Vehicles most of which involve

individual sales of less than $100 000. The sale of houses by the
106.Mr S.J. BAKER: What agreement, if any, has been reachedHousing Trust and the Office of Government Employee Housing is
with the Local Government Association regarding the disposition ofinother significant area of asset sales involving individual sales of

the special fuel levy? less than $100 000.
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: The petrol levy for local
government purposes was introduced as part of the process of WESTERN AREA PLAN

negotiation and reform begun in October 1990 by agreement

between the Premier and the President of the Local Government 108.Mr BECKER: What was the cost incurred to produce the

Association. report Western Metropolitan Area Recreation & Sport Strategy Plan
The process is based on developing improved functional angrepared by Hassell Planning Consultants and what ratio of the costs

financial relationships between the two levels of government and tawas borne by the Government and the Western Metropolitan

remove overlap and duplication. A broadening of the role of localCouncils?

government and a strengthening of its resource base are both The Hon. G.J. CRAFTER: The cost incurred to produce the

important features of the reform process. reportWestern Metropolitan Area Recreation and Sport Strategy
The petrol levy funds will help the State and local governmentPlan prepared by Hassell Planning Consultants was $30 000. The

to achieve both these aims and result in better services for less coState Government contributed 50 per cent of the cost ($15 000) and
The petrol levy raised $32.1 million in 1992/93 which has beenthe remainder was shared between the six participating councils on

used to offset State Government spending on a range of Stagepro ratabasis.

administered local government programs. The funds were adminis-

tered by the State, not local government, last financial year because GOVERNMENT VEHICLE

the two levels of government have not yet agreed on which services

will be provided under new arrangements—either jointly funded or  109.Mr BECKER:

transferred to local government. 1. What Government business was the driver of the vehicle
The process of negotiation has continued through 1992-93. registered UQZ-747 attending to at Tilleys Road, Brownhill Creek
In the 1993-94 budget the Government decided to establish an Monday 23 August 1993 between 10.15 am and 11.15 am?

special deposit account—the State-Local Government Reform 2. Why did the driver and passenger of the vehicle walk through

Fund—into which the petrol levy receipts will be paid and from the scrub at Brownhill Creek and return to the vehicle after one hour?

which the funds required will be drawn to administer a range of local 3. To which Government department or agency is this vehicle

government programs. This underlines the Government's continuegttached?

commitment to the reform process. 4. Were the terms of Government Management Board Circular
When agreement is reached between levels of government on t8€/30 being observed by the driver and if not, why not and what

new arrangements—either joint funding or possibly clear transferaction does the Government propose to take?

of responsibility to local government for particular functions and ~ The Hon. M.D. RANN:

programs—then the levy monies will be available to local 1. Thedriverand passenger of vehicle UQZ-747 were engaged

government to take up new additional expenditure responsibilities routine lamp replacement at the intersection of Fullarton Road and
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Maitland Street between the hours of 9.41am and 11.40am on the Qualifications—PhD. Gender—male. Citizenship—Australian.
day in question. During that time both officers went in the vehicle  Scientific Office—Appointment duration, 11 years. Qualifica-
to Tilleys Hill Road for the purpose of a toilet stop. tions—B Sc (Hons). Gender—male. Citizenship—Australian.

2. The officers claim that the owner of the nearby caravan  Senior  Wildlife Officer—Appointment duration, 8 years.

park will not allow them to use the on-site toilets and that theé@ualifications—B - Sc (Hons). - Gender—male. - Citizenship—

toilet stop took between 20 and 30 minutas.The vehicle is /- *ustralian. . , : .
attached to the Department of Road Transport. o Senior Technical Officer—Appointment duration, 16 years.
0

: - . ualifications—Diploma. Gender—male. Citizenship—Australian.
4. Field staff are permitted to use the Government vehicle t : :
seek a nearby toilet when the need arises, however the 20 to %%V,glrltiosfetrngne;bc;\éielggumbents were appointed as a result of an
minute period they admit to in this instance is excessive. P ’

Both officers will be reminded of their responsibilities and
appropriate disciplinary action taken. One of the persons involved GRAND PRIX BOARD
has been on sick leave since the matter was brought to notice. 122 Mr BECKER:

1. What property owned by the Australian Formula | Grand Prix
Board was hired out during the past financial year, to whom and for
what fee and how do these figures compare with the previous

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL COMPUTERS

114.Mr LEWIS: : ; -
1. What is the capacity of CPUs and total RAM of the nvelnanual year:

: i - ; 2. What is the breakdown of income earned by the Grand Prix
computers provided to the Legislative Council Members offices anggoarg for support and other services including admission and
in which of the offices is there or will there be a facility which will

enable the installation of ROM documents—suchdassardand competitive fees, sponsorship income and management fees for the

all South Australian Statutes—when such documents are eventual ast financial year ""”S‘,' how do these figures compare with the
h ; evious financial year?
supplied on disk?

2. Which computers have the capacity to be fitted with a mOde,r\ﬂhe-lf—QI?ovv?r?g %zglp’\(l)ﬁ‘S%’;l:OLD: The Minister of Tourism provided

and connected by telephone landline to ultimate suppliers of RO 1. Property Hired Out:

material? ; i i i i ;
) (a) Fencing, webbing, isolation units, concrete barriers,
The Hon. J.H.C. KLUNDER: panels, ticket boxes, distribution boards, shade cloth, general
1. New computers supplied to the Party Leaders of the admission stands.
Legislative Council are 486 SX-33 CPU with four Mb RAM. This (b) These items were hired to various private sector com-
hardware has the capacity to enable the installation of any package  papjes,
designed to readlansardand the South Australian Statutes when (c) Total hire fees:
released on disk. 1992 $42 851
2. Currently all electorate office and Legislative Council 1991 $41 690
computers are able to be fitted with a modern and communicate via 2 |ncome earned for support and other services:
a Telecom line to another computer source. 1992 1991
Admission/Competitors
VOLUNTARY SEPARATION PACKAGES Fees 312 401 356 375
. . Sponsorship Income 319416 201 500
115.Mr S.J. BAKER: Ofthe 3 496 voluntary separations during Management Fees 23 753
the past three financial years, how many employees have been  Tptg| 655 570 557 875
replaced in the positions they vacated by other employees?
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: The Voluntary Separation STOP SIGNS

Schemes require that the position occupied by a person who accepts
an offer of a package and resigns, must be lost. However, the 124 Mr BECKER:
instructions also_allow Chief Executive Officers to achieve a 1. \what are the criteria for installing stop signs at local street

workforce reduction at an equivalent classification level for eachntersections and were such criteria considered in relation to a

package paid to an employee. request for the relocation of stop signs at the intersection of Lipsett
Terrace and Elston Street, Brooklyn Park?
MINERAL EXPLORATION 2. Has the granting of power to local councils to instal traffic

control devices met with the acceptance of the local residents as a
116.The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: What percentage of parks and means of reducing accidents in the area and if not, why not?

reserves under the National Parks and Wildlife Act are gazetted The Hon. M.D. RANN:
under some form of mineral or petroleum licence? 1. The Minister of Transport Development advises that the

The Hon. M.K. MAYES: Sixteen per cent of the total number criteria for installing Stop signs at local street intersections is as
of the State’s 250 reserves, covering 77 per cent of the area of thg|lows:

20.7 million hectare park estate, is subject to mining access rights. - the sight distance from the road to be controlled should be
severely restricted as determined by using the survey method
WILDLIFE SURVEY AND RESEARCH SECTION as laid down in the Code of Practice for the Installation of
Traffic Control Devices in SA
117.The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: = . o - the road to be controlled joins the road which is allocated
1. Why s it that for some years, positions in the Wildlife Survey for through traffic at an angle of 40° or less
and Research Section of the Biological Conservation Branch of the -in the preceding three years, an average of three or more
National Parks and Wildlife Service have been filled by personal right angle accidents per year has occurred involving traffic
invitation Wlthout_advertlsmg or interviewing cand_ldates? on the approach being considered for ‘Stop’ sign control.
2. Has the Director approved this policy and if so, why? With regard to the Lipsett Terrace and Elston Street intersection,

3. Will the Minister provide a list of positions filled in the poth of these streets are the responsibility of the City of West
Wildlife Survey and Research Section over the past 15 yearsjorrens. Council is required to install Stop signs as permitted by the
whether or not they were advertised, showing the duration ofriteria set out in the Code of Practice.
appointment or contract and the qualifications, gender and citizen- 2, The Department of Road Transport has no relevant
ship of appointees? information as to whether the installation of traffic control devices

The Hon. M.K. MAYES: by Local Government is met with acceptance by local residents as
1. The Wildlife Survey and Research Section have been staffed’ means of reducing accidents in local areas.
according to Government procedures with all positions advertised,
applicants shortlisted and interviewed and appointments made in WORKCOVER
accord with due process.
2. Nosuch approval is required as there was no departure from 125, Mr BECKER: Why are medical fees under WorkCover
normal practice. i ) _ much higher than fees for normal medical or hospital services?
3. Senior Survey and Research Officer—Appointment duration, The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: WorkCover Corporation currently
18 years. pays up to the AMA recommended fee for medical services delivered
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by a legally qualified medical practitioner. These fees have been 126.Mr BECKER: What are the fees under WorkCover for a 15
published in the Government Gazette dated 16 December 199thinute consultation for laceration of or removal of dirt from an eye
These fees are indicative of the general charge for services deliveratid how long does WorkCover take to pay such accounts?

to insured or private patients. These fees may be higher than those The Hon. R.J. GREGORY: The fees payable for treatment of
charged for Medicare patients where the provider may choose ta laceration or removal of dirt from an eye by a legally
reduce their charge so as to avoid financially disadvantaging thegualifiedmedical practitioner would vary according to the severity

patient. of the laceration or the qualifications of the provider performing the
Charge for Private Hospital services are paid at levels typical ofervice.
those that a Private Health insurer would pay. The total charge would normally include a component for the

Charges for Public Hospital accommodation, theatre andonsultation plus an additional charge for the associated surgical
outpatient services are levied at two rates—790 compensable ampdocedure. This charge may vary according to the length or depth of
non-compensable. WorkCover Corporation has previously gazettetie wound, whether debris removal was required, etc.
charges payable for the services that in most instances are lower than For a simple procedure in relation to a laceration performed by
the South Australian Health Commission compensable patient rate.General Practitioner the general fee payable would be $99 (Iltems

Notwithstanding the above the Corporation undertakes regulaf010 & TF044) while for a simple procedure in relation to a foreign
reviews of the rates it is charged for medical and hospital chargefody in the eye (dirt) performed by a General Practitioner the general
During this process one of its key objectives is to ensure that théee payable would be $58.50 (Items A010 & TF088). A complex
WorkCover scheme is only paying reasonable rates for variouprocess could cost in excess of $225.
services. This includes obtaining parity in charges between non- Subject to any investigations necessary on a new claim, accounts
compensable and compensable patients unless there are otffi@rsuch a process would normally be paid within the normal 30 day
benefits which WorkCover will receive for payment of higher rates.business cycle.
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