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exemptions under the Act. In my view that is an important
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY clause in that, irrespective of the intent that we might believe

is important in this Bill, some groups in the community will
need to have special exemptions.

The SPEAKER (Hon. N.T. Peterson)ook the Chairat _ The need to make sure that employment within the
10.30 a.m. and read prayers. Government sector and the private sector is consistent is also

an important issue. | note again, and the Opposition supports
this, that the Government has now attempted to make sure

Thursday 14 October 1993

STATUTES AMENDMENT (ABOLITION OF that employment in both the public and private sectors is
COMPULSORY RETIREMENT) BILL consistent. Having said that, | note that there are still some
areas within the community that have a retirement age and

Adjourned debate on second reading. that is principally relating to those people who hold judicial
(Continued from 24 August. Page 428). positions. The Government and the Opposition support that.

o We will see how this legislation works and perhaps in the

MrINGERSON (Bragg): There are some difficulties that fyture the Parliament will have to consider whether the

may arise from this very positive issue of age discriminationyyaranteed tenure of people in judicial positions should
Ieg|S|at|0n. In supportlng this Bill the OppOSItlon notes thatremain as a standard that we accept today_ There is an

itis some two and a half years since this legislation was firsérgument that says that in the future we will see more
brought before the House, legislation which will make a veryemployment relations done under a contractual arrangement

significant change to the way that people are employed in thignd that that should also apply as it relates to judicial
State. While positive in terms of the overall community, it appointments.

presents some very real and distinct problems for the anoher important issue that was noted in another place

. o EH%/ a member of our Party relates to workers compensation.
continue to employ people on ability and employ people as "y qerstand that in the Workers Compensation Act, in

they get older. essence, we now have an open-ended scheme whereby

The Employers Federatiqn and thg Chamber of Commergg e d workers or injured employees who are covered under
have not expressed opposition to this change but they h.a\f e Act could now be covered for life because of this
put to me and to others the difficulties that may be developing, jhongment to the Act. With the changes that were made to
from the introduction of this type of legislation. As a yhe workers Compensation Act in 1986, I do not think that

com;nugity we have had ff%rSprobabI); alm?st a clentur)é yone in this place envisaged that the provisions and the
standard retirement age o years ol age for males an mpensation would in fact be for life. | think we all

years of age for women. Dramatic changes to that veryyc,qnise that there should be a closing off in relation to

important milestone in a person’s life as it relates to employwhich benefits should be paid under the Workers Compensa-

ment creates significant difficulties not only for the employer, ion Act
but also as it relates to the worker. The most importan% o . . .
If that is to happen, obviously this Parliament has to

difficulty as it relates to the workers is that most of their . . .
superannuation and most of their retirement benefits hagPnSider the options and how those people will be catered for
der the social security system. | am not putting any options

been geared to that particular age limit. So, they have ma . L Y
9 P g y efore the Parliament today. All | am saying is that this Bill

some very important decisions in terms of how they are goin ; p '
fy mp yareg ow opens up an area which both Parties have to consider,

to meet their financial responsibilities once they are past th hthi d h derthe A
age of 60 as it relates to females and 65 as it relates to maleXS¢ause With this amendment we have set up, under the Act,
enefits for life. Many of us would argue that if a person is

When we make this important change that issue is a ver . L X
P 9 enuinely injured at work—and | emphasise ‘at work'—there

important one for workers and of course for owners who hav . - .
entered into some superannuation development practice. Should be no question about compensation. The only question
how long the period of compensation should last.

The two and a half year period that it has taken to resolv&® ) ; )
this matter in itself clearly shows to the community and the ~ We have had representations from the medical profession;
Parliament the difficulties with rearranging this whole the police, as I mentioned, with a specific issue; the Renmark
industrial employment condition. In this particular Bill I note Ifigation Trust, which had a very specific problem which has
that there is a very important decision to amend those award$W been corrected; the Health Commission; from education-
that have always had traditional retirement ages in them.ipts and, as | said, from industry as it relates to difficulties
note also that a whole range of Acts, which we would allwith employment and, of course, the workers compensation
understand as members of Parliament, have also beé&f€a.
amended. Probably the most controversial of those have been Another major issue of employment, which is not covered
the amendments required in, first, the Government Managemnder this section and which the Government still has not
ment Employment Act and, secondly and the most controvereorrectly handled, is the issue of advertising for positions
sial, those amendments that have been required in the Policew that we can no longer advertise for a particular age limit.
Act. That relates specifically to youth. As the Minister would be

We have received a considerable amount of questioningware, there is a massive problem with the employment of
from the Police Commissioner down arguing that speciayoung people in our community, because 40 per cent of our
reasons apply as to why the police in particular should havgouth—that is, people under the age of 25—are unemployed.
an exemption under the Police Act. | note that this unfortu-Current legislation provides, in essence, that no employer can
nately is not supported by the Government, that the Goverrsay, ‘I would like to employ a young person aged between 16
ment does not see the need to have an exemption for tlend 25 in a certain position’, whether it be for a garage
police under this Bill. However, | note that a special clauseattendant, a shop assistant—as in the industry that | come
in the Bill sets up the opportunity for people to apply for from—on the farm, or wherever.
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Although this legislation is in place, we still need to look  The Hon. B.C. EASTICK (Light): I rise only to make
at the practical problems that this sort of legislation createthe point that | genuinely feel for those people who have
in the community. In the industrial relations area, which Ifallen through the crack—the people who were promised by
represent, it is a predominant problem of parents anthe Government much earlier that the processes would be in
employers who come to me and say, ‘How can we get oveplace for the issue to come to fruition by June 1993, who
this problem that has been created by law?’ Whilst, as | saidentered into arrangements within their Government employ-
we support the argument that age should not be a criterion iment that would see them benefit, and who, instead of going
terms of employment, the community has to deal with theout and taking opportunities that existed in the wide world,
very practical problem of how to advertise for young peopldulfilled a responsibility to Government service and now find
and encourage them to apply for jobs. | cite the followingthemselves in difficulties because they happen to have a
example. birthday between 1 July 1993 and 31 December 1993.
Those people—and there may be only a handful of them—
ave been disadvantaged by the failure of the Government to
Ifil its commitment to prepare for the measure we are now
supporting. There are people at quite high levels in Govern-

A month or so ago a retailer in the petrol reselling are
advertised in theAdvertiserfor someone to help on the
driveway to sell petrol, clean up the place and wash cars, wit

generally a low level of skill being required. The owner - X L h e
wanted a young person for this position because they sawfpent service th.)' by virtue ofthelr birth date coming within
[@at six-month window, are disadvantaged. The matter was

as an opportunity on the driveway for such a person. Ther! . .
were 450 applicants for the job, over 250 of whom were ovefaised on an earlier occasion when the Government sought to
) defer the Bill for upwards of two years. Fortunately, the

the age of 40 and, in the owner’s view, unsuitable for the job;, ;
because he wanted a person between the ages of 16 and _.mbers in another House were able to truncate that length
of time, and the Government has fulfilled a commitment and

He was placed in the dilemma that he could not say tqs now advancing the effective date over and above that
those applicants aged over 40, ‘l am sorry, you can't have thighich was originally suggested in another place.
job because | don't want someone aged 40 to 45, | want |t would be wrong if | did not raise this matter on behalf
someone aged between 16 and 25', because he would hayesych people—and | know three of them in particular who
been taken to the Equal Opportunity Commission on theye gravely disadvantaged. Whilst the Treasurer (who gave
ground Of dISCI‘ImII’Iatlon. SO, we have th|S |UdICI’0US Sltua“orhn undertaking on an ear"er Occasion When th|S matter was
of 250 of those 450 applicants having no chance of gettingjiscussed) said it was possible that such people might be able
the job, because the owner had decided before placing thg negotiate to retain their position, discussions thus far in the
advertisement that he wanted a young person. case of one quite senior person have been negative in relation
That is absurd. This legislation does not enable that sop opportunity being available to him. | raise that point so that
of distinct employment opportunity to be properly advertisedit is on the official record. The Opposition recognises that
This is an issue that Government, the community and theéome people are being gravely disadvantaged by an inadequa-
Parliament need to address in order to work out how we argy of Government action and its getting its House in order
going to deal with this problem under this legislation. It wasquickly enough.
difficult enough for the employer to interview the 200 young . .
people who applied for the position without having to discard_ The Hon. G.J. CRAFTER (Minister of Housing, Urban
the 250 people who had no chance of getting it. It did noP€evelopment and Local Government Relations)t thank
matter what their qualifications were; the owner was nothe Opposition for its indication of support for this measure,

prepared to employ them because he did not want awhich prings toa partia_l conclusiqn the ability of people to
employee of that age. discriminate on the basis of age with respect to employment

. ) ._in particular. | say ‘partially’ because, as the measure
That is just one example: there are hundreds of practicgl,gicates, there are a number of exemptions. Indeed, the

examples of that happening on a daily basis. Obviously, thahemper for Bragg was arguing for a much greater breakdown
issue must be addressed by the Government. We believe itji§ ihis measure in future by suggesting that there should be
an area that needs further investigation—even if it meangjscrimination with respect to the employment of young
mtrodu.c.lng legislation that allows employers to advertise for, eople. That raises difficult questions about the concept of
a specific age group, in other words over or under 30 yeargjiscrimination on the basis of age in employment. As the
or something to that effect. At least that would put som&, ooy raple member indicated, the industrial relations
practical reality back into the job application system as ilcqnsequences may be quite significant. By proposing that we
relates to specific employers. | would have thought that aniq 14 be able to discriminate in favour of a certain age
Ieg_islation wou_ld n_eed to be community-based and involvegroup_in this case young people—the member for Bragg is
a time constraint, in that, if we have a problem of employ-3.4,,ing that others in our community should be discriminated
ment in a specific age group, for example, 16 t0 25 yearsyqainst. He gave the example of a service station proprietor
legislation and the Government's direction ought to be geare oking for a driveway attendant to do unskilled work. It may
specifically to the problem at that time, still retaining the yo__he did not explain why—that a suitable person could be

overall principle that age, in essence, should not be one of thg,nq o do that work who was from other than the youth age
major criteria. group.

As | said, this whole area of youth employment and the Itis of concern that many people in the 45-plus age group
fact that employers cannot advertise for young people withimre locked into structural unemployment and may not be able
a specific age group is a major issue that needs to be ath secure employment in the rest of their careers, particularly
dressed. With those few comments, in principle the Opposiin the unskilled category. | think that similar social justice
tion supports the Bill. Some important amendments havarguments can be advanced for the more mature age group
been made in another place to enable exemptions to apphs for young people. That is wexed agument which |
under the Act. suggest probably will be resolved not by way of discrimin-
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ation in favour of or against particular age groups but byfishery has been virtually decimated by the management of
more enlightened employment practices, more skilfulsuccessive Ministers. Anyone who went through the record,
advertising for staff and job descriptions and labour marketead theHansardreport or spoke to the fishermen would be
practices generally in terms of incentives for employers tabsolutely dismayed at the lack of decision-making and
employ staff from particular target groups in our community.managerial ability of the Ministers concerned. That lack of
Whilst | acknowledge that there are problems for employersjecision-making has put this fishery in a precarious position.

there may be ways to address those problems. Of course, the more cynical aspect of that—and | will spend
The SPEAKER: Order! Members will resume their seats. a few minutes going through it—is this Government’s desire
The Minister. to now try to pursue those fishermen who are left in the

The Hon. G.J. CRAFTER: There may be other ways to fishery—with the fishery not even open—by severally
address those problems than the instrument that is before o¥aking them liable for the $3.4 million debt on that fishery.
in applying some form of positive or negative discrimination. The Government then has the ability to pursue those people

I also acknowledge that people who have been caught ithrough the courts—to sell their boats, their houses, any
this legislative process are employed particularly in the publi®0ssessions they like—to recover that debt.
sector, although no doubt people employed in other areas of | think it is the most cynical political exercise that | have
life are similarly caught. | am thinking in terms of current Seen since | have been in this place. | do not know how a
retirement requirements and practices. The member for Braggovernment and a Minister could be so cynical—to be
indicated that they should be looked at on a case by cag#ished by SAFA and Treasury. They have been caught with
basis, but the harsh reality is that the law must be applied dbeir pants down: they are unsecured. | think this whole thing
it stands at the time when retirement is due. is an absolute financial joke, because if all the fishermen

| know from my time as Minister of Education that in the handed in their licences no-one could get the money. It is
Education Department, which is a very large employingtypical of the financial management in South Australia of the
agency, very few people were employed over the age of 6®ast 10 years; $3.5 billion is allowed to slip out the back door
let alone 65. | understand that only a very few people who d@f the bank. This is a mirror image of it, even if it is only
not want to take advantage of the generous superannuati3-4 million, but the same ineptitude is going on. This is the
provisions that apply would be caught. Those provisionssecond time the Minister has tried to make the 10 remaining
after all, provide the incentive to retire at an earlier age thafishermen severally liable for the debt. Instead of making
otherwise would be possible. In the Education Departmerfiome decisions on whether the fishery will open (and I will
concern was expressed mostly on behalf of women who ha@P through that in a moment) and whether it will ever open
been forced to retire at an earlier age, because of marriagegain (and | tend to agree, but we will take advice on that at
and were not eligible at that time to take out superannuatiorfome future stage), he is leaving these 10 fishermen out there
In fact, they have been able to take out superannuation ongnd not even telling them whether they can fish this year.
at later stages of their careers when they have finished child | will quote from theHansardrecord of the Estimates
rearing, and in some cases they could not afford to take oommittees when the Minister went around in so many
superannuation because the payments were quite hefty at teiécles that he must have got giddy, because he would not
stage when they recommenced teaching.! think they were ianswer the question on whether the fishery would open or
a very difficult situation, so those matters needed to be looke®hether interest would start accruing to the debt. The

at on a case by case basis. | certainly acknowledge tHéhermen are paranoid out there, not knowing whether the
difficulties that have arisen in those circumstances. fishery will open or whether the interest rate meter will start

Once again, | thank the Opposition for its indication ofticking over. Given all that, the Government and the Minister
support for this important measure. It is, | believe, a breakhave the gall to bring in a Bill that will decimate those
through in the elimination of discrimination in a very fishermenbecause the Minister can pursue them through the
important area of our community. It comes at a difficult courts to recover the debt, knowing full well that the Govern-

economic time: employment within our community is in very Ment has no recourse at present, because it goofed again.
limited supply, particularly for certain groups of people. In That is the_htany of disaster that is coming before this
that context it is a difficult decision to take but, neverthelessplace, and history andansard show that. However,
it is one that must be taken and must be taken boldly. waccepting that most of the financial decisions made by this
must encourage employers to establish practices that wiffovernment have shown a great degree of ineptitude, we will
overcome the difficulties which arise as a result of thisPut that to one side and concentrate on what is in the best
measure. interests of the fishery. At present the debt of $3.4 million is

Bill read a second time and taken through its remainindroze” and, although 'Fhe Minister is trying to duck shove and
say that no undertaking has been given (he said that in the

stages. Estimates Committee; there is three pages of his going around
FISHERIES (GULF ST VINCENT PRAWN in circles, saying no undertaking had been given), an
FISHERY RATIONALIZATION) (CHARGES ON undertaking has indeed been given to those fishermen that the
LICENCES) AMENDMENT BILL interest will not start accruing on the debt until the fishery
opens; there is no question about it. The Minister can deny
Adjourned debate on second reading. it in this House but Ministers can deny a lot of things in this
(Continued from 11 August. Page 204.) House which they would not deny on the steps. So, the

Minister is quite at liberty if he wants to deny it in this House,
Mr D.S. BAKER (Victoria): This Bill comes into the but | bet he will not go out on the steps and deny it, because
House again after another Bill was rejected by a meeting ahe undertaking has been given.
managers of both Houses. | want to say a few words on the We have the situation where two weeks before the normal
Government’'s management of the Gulf St Vincent prawropening of that fishery they do not even know whether it will
fishery over the past 10 years. The Gulf St Vincent prawropen or whether the interest will start accruing on the debt,
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and we have this Bill introduced in this House. It will be  The other thing that the member for Victoria has over-
forced through this House—bullied through this House idooked is that Ministers do not act unilaterally; they do not
probably the correct term—and | just hope that when it getsct on whim any more, as was perhaps the case—

to the other place the members there are awake to what this Mr Lewis interjecting:

Government is trying to do. This measure has already been The Hon. T.R. GROOM: The honourable member was
rejected once by the other place. party to the passage of the integrated management commit-

Because of the mismanagement of the Government ovége—industry self-regulation. There is a management
the past 10 years, it desires to make examples of 10 fisherméammittee in relation to the Gulf St Vincent prawn fishery,
in that fishery. If this Government desires to bankrupt thos@nd | will take advice from that management committee. |
people by dragging them through the courts, it is the mostill not shoot from the hip, making unilateral decisions
cynical political exercise that | have seen. When the Ministelvithout recommendations and advice from that committee,
gets the chance in this debate, | would like him to get up onc#hich is chaired by the Hon. Ted Chapman, a former member
again and deny in this House that an undertaking has beét this place. He has provided me with an annual report
given to the industry and to the fishermen that the interegcently and | released it at the time of the Estimates Commit-
will not start accruing on that debt until the fishery opens, andee.

I would like the Minister to give this House some indication  That report set out the general position of the fishery. It
of when the fishery will open. is unlikely, based on the surveys that have been undertaken

He set up a management committee. | do not know wher@ngr':hﬁ ﬂ%ngrrﬂlblgrfoﬁ@at('aogrth|a;rlnh-?1vteh’gharéf;réigiﬁgkv-ﬂ"
the committee’s reports are; there is a lot of leaks; a lot of PEN IN NOVE - T1OWever, T am | proc INg
\q\{wth the Chairman of that committee, and | will take advice

inconclusive things come over my desk—they do not sho : ; ! .
whether the fishery should open. However, it is the lack o rom t_h_e committee. However, at this stage | will not paint
X A positive picture, because it is not positive: the recruitment

action that is the problem—nothing happens; the fisherme ! .
are not told anything. The Minister even refuses to see thenlf) (€ gulf is notwhat was expected or hoped for. The fact is
at it is unlikely that the fishery will be open. It is no good

We have 10 of the finest gentlemen one would ever see tryin‘é'

- L . onfusing two events, as the member for Victoria does. He
Eg Ezkl\ellﬁqilg/tlgg within the fishery, and they cannot get aCCeSFixes up the past with the present. The fact is that fisheries

) o ) _throughout the world are over exploited and the resource is
I urge the House to reject this Bill because all it does isiinite. As a result, Governments have to take measures to
carry on the litany of disasters in this fishery because oprotect that resource.
mismanagement. For a Government to try to COver its OWn oy cannot control nature in the way in which the member
mistakes by pushing through this House legislation to makeyy victoria wants to control it. You have to accept nature as
people severally liable for that $3.4 million debtis typical of jt is_ If this fishery does not have the resource, we have to
the contempt which the Minister and the Government hold foake action, but two issues are involved. We have the issue
those people, who are sitting around waiting to try to earm @f opening the fishery, which is a stand alone issue, and | will
living within this fishery. The Opposition therefore opposesiake advice from the industry management committee
this Bill most vehemently. Although, of course, we will not comprised of industry representatives. They will advise me
have the numbers in this House, we will be urging theang use their expertise about whether we should open a
Legislative Council to review it and to review it with the fishery in November or whether we should delay that
cynicism with which it is brought into this House. decision for about six months. That is a stand alone decision.

The second issue that is being confused—and no Govern-

The Hon. T.R. GROOM (Minister of Primary  mentis going to pursue the fishery through the courts in the
Industries): Itis no wonder that the public are cynical about colourful way the member for Victoria described—is that the
politicians when contributions of that nature are made by theuccess of rationalisation schemes hinges on the responsibili-
member for Victoria. If you want to argue a position on thety that is displayed in many ways by this industry. Back in
merits then you should do that. But just to use a series 0f987 the Gulf St Vincent Prawn Boat Owners Association,
descriptive terms that go nowhere, do nothing and are nothingpresenting the licence holders, said in its letter to the then
more than political cliches is extremely disappointing whenMinister of Fisheries:
we are seeking to manage fisheries that have finite resources. In addition, the association has accepted the principle relating to

If anyone speaks with a forked tongue it is the member fothe rationalisation of the fleet through removal of five vessels and
he levying of remaining operators to achieve this rationalisation.

\ﬁqtorla, because as Minister, when | sought very dec's'vel){?ecent meetings between the association and the department have

to impose a total allowable catch on the southern zone roclesyited in firm agreement on the guidelines for the rationalisation

lobster based on scientific evidence of 1 650 tonnes to proteptogram and repayment schedule.

the fishery, what did the member for Victoria do? He opposeni(I

it and said, ‘Let it rip! Grab what you can today and forget ) ) o o

about the future.’ Here he is in this House cynically Speakin% _For tf(ljlese reasons, v]yhr:lstlendcfrﬁm% the ﬁrlnclple of the fatk')on.a'.'s'
. : . e tion and repayment of the loan [they] seek assistance in obtaining

on th_ls Bill, see_rkmg to take advantage of t_h_e politics of any 1\ 5re favourable interest rate.

election occasion to grandstand and pontificate. He has no .

basis on which to make accusations about this GovernmeHtWas also represented by solicitors as well. After that letter

in relation to management of the fishery when he carries oft further wrote on 31 August 1987:

like that about a resource such as the southern zone rock We should remember that this is an industry reconstruction

lobster fishery, which is worth $38 million to the State. Heprogram which is being funded totally by fishermen within the

tells people, ‘Forget about the scientific data. Go out and lef'dustry-

her rip. Take what you can. Don’t worry about tomorrow.” Of course, the public and taxpayers paid out a substantial

You cannot have double standards. amount in pursuance of that rationalisation scheme and its

ot only that, but at the end it said:
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solicitors on 1 September 1989 wrote to the then Minister, agirough the industry, makes a good fellow of himself with

follows: one industry by opposing what the Government does
The members of the association recognise their obligations if€SPonsibly, then comes into the House and makes these

respect of loan repayments. accusations. But it is no wonder the public is cynical about

It also said: politicians, because | would have expected the member for

fctoria to give the Government credit for its decisive action
"h relation to the southern zone rock lobster fishery.

. - . . But, no, it is in his electorate: so what does he do?
That s the situation. There are two separate issues. Theregs,.ause it is in his electorate he is going to make a good

the question of the opening of the fishery, which is angg| oy of himself with his constituents, and to hell with the

industry decision. It will be advised to me by the industry. eqn4nsibility and the management of the fishery. He is going
There is then the decision to be made in relation to the de get up there and say, ‘Look, if it was me | would let you

The industry has accepted this debt. True, there Wera%i

Our clients neither wish to escape their responsibilities pursual
to the Act nor to exhaust the fishery.

SRR | go and fish and take the lobster today’, and have the
deficiencies in the way the debt was constructed, because t ustry collapse tomorrow. That was his position.
Government of the day and the public in paying out the " ajation to this fishery I just ask the member for
moneys for rationalisation accepted in good faith that thg .

ind Id beh | dh blv in relati toria to be responsible and to recognise that this
Industry would behave properly and honourably in relationp g iz ment placed certain decision making in the hands of an

to the debt and set a precedent to enable Governments jigy, iy hased committee, and that industry based committee
consider rationalisations in other areas of the fishery, Wher{-’headed by Ted Chapman) will advise me in relation to the

that was necessary. opening of the fishery. The committee will do that properly

__ Some of the deficiencies with regard to the debt are thai,q responsibly and 1 will take the advice from the industry.
itis all or nothing. What we are trying to do is create a baserpat is a stand-alone decision.

debt for each licence holder of the fishery to enable people | 4 not want to put a false picture in relation to the debt.
to trz_insfer their licence, not\Nlt_hstan(_jlng the present state 9fhave stated quite clearly that, on the basis of the annual
the fishery, to be able to quantify their debt and, if they wanfgport and the surveys that were done last November and
to get out and sell for less than their licence is worth, theyyne it is unlikely that the fishery will open in November, but
will at least get something for it. At present, any one licencgpt is yet to be determined (by way of firm recommendation
holder has a sanction on everyone else and no-one can get @4tmey by the actual industry. At that point there are two
of the fishery. We have received phone calls from licencepices to me as Minister, and any successive Government,
holders who want to get out of the fishery but who wanti¢ s goes not pass. If this does not pass this Parliament, you
som(_athmg for thelr_hcence, yet_any one person has a sanctiof|| have to grapple with this issue of the debt. It would be
Itis not a question of pursuing people through the courtggg|ly irresponsible to wipe off the $3.4 million when people
of anythlng like that.. The industry and the licence holderg,gye actually been paid out with public moneys, and it is
received a substantial amount of money from the taxpayetsroper for the Government to protect the public interest in
of South Australia. They accepted an obligation to repay anghig regard and ask the industry to properly carry out its
they accepted an obligation to act responsibly. The memb%sponsibilities.
for Victoria is saying, ‘To hell with the $3.4 million—scrub But two things will occur. At present the surcharge is
the debt' If that IS What he IS Say|ng, he Sh0u|d te” US,being met by my department7 because the Surcharge, Wthh
because that would be an irresponsible thing to do for & g part of the capital repayment of the debt and part of the
prospective Minister in this place, that is, to take advantaggerest, is simply being managed by the Government because
ofasituaton— the fishery has not opened. There is no question of pursuing
Mr D.S. Baker interjecting: people through the courts, bankrupting people or anything
The Hon. T.R. GROOM: The member for Victoria wants else. The Government's record is quite responsible in relation
to be consistent about the management of the fisheries. Q the way in which this debt has been managed, and because
the one hand, when the Government acts decisively anghe fishery has not been opened and, because the fishermen
imposes a quota of 1650 tonnes on the southern rock lobstgp not have any revenue, the Government has been paying
industry to protect it, the member for Victoria says, ‘Let it the surcharge.
rip. Let them all get out there and fish what they can and do  That arrangement with SAFA is only up until November
not worry about tomorrow.” and it needs to be renegotiated with regard to the debt and the
Mr LEWIS: On a point of order, this has nothing to do surcharge component repayment of that debt, and the
with the southern rock lobster fishery. The Minister repeated&overnment will act responsibly in relation to that matter. It
ly referred— is quite clear. | am not giving any undertakings, as requested
The SPEAKER: Order! | understand the point of order. by the member for Victoria, until | have received advice from
It can certainly be referred to in the expansion of an argumerthe management committee.
and, as long as the Minister does not go any deeper into that The member for Victoria says they cannot get in to see
subject, he can certainly use it as an example. | accept thahe. That is demonstrably untruthful. | see this industry
but the debate of that other issue will not be allowed as pariegularly. | have met on several occasions with the Hon. Ted
of this Bill. Chapman in relation to his annual report and other issues. |
The Hon. T.R. GROOM: | do not intend to debate the have received correspondence from some licence holders,
other issue. | know it is painful for the member for Murray- which | have responded to, and they will get the replies very
Mallee to listen to the logicality of a position which simply shortly. | have held a number of meetings in relation to this
makes a mockery of the member for Victoria's position. Thefishery, so do not give me the nonsense about—
fishery in South Australia wants decisiveness and decision Mr D.S. Baker interjecting:
making, not the meandering and the playing around withthe The Hon. T.R. GROOM: Do not give me the nonsense
industry that the member for Victoria does. He just meanderabout people not being able to get in to see me. You know
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that is a lot of nonsense, and | do not think it is proper for youhad been stolen. After it had been rescued and inspected by
to advance that proposition in this Chamber, knowing it to beéhe police, no problem had been drawn to the motorist's
demonstrably untrue, because that is something that yaattention. The officer said, ‘l am going to give you an on-the-
cannot accuse me of. | have seen people regularly in relaticspot fine of $210.’
to this industry when they have sought assistance. It is quite | believe that this is a grave breach of commonsense. The
proper for licence holders to seek advice from other membersfficer's number was 2132/8. What are the supervising
of Parliament. | welcome that. officers doing, allowing this plundering of taxpayers’
Other members of Parliament do write to me from time topockets? Not only is it stupid and without commonsense, but
time. The Government will act responsibly in relation to thispeople issuing tickets of this nature have voided the right to
matter. We do want to properly enable licence holders to bbave that responsibility. This legislation provides for the
able to transfer their licence, and that is why this legislatiorsuspension of drivers’ licences and | have no problem with
is needed. It is oppressive for any one licence holder to bthat. However, if this person fails to pay the fine she could
held effectively at ransom by others if that were the agenddose her driver’s licence, so the matter | raise is quite relevant.
Some licence holders want to be able to get out of the fishery. | draw your attention, Mr Speaker, to a document which
The only way that can be achieved is to properly apportio@ppeared in the library recently and which was written by
the debt, have variable charges and allow people to disposehn O’'Neill. Headed ‘Highway Robbery’, it outlines what
of their licence if they want to. But, with respect to the is happening by police departments issuing on-the-spot fines.
industry committee, this will not be a political decision madeFor the benefit of the House | will refer only to South
on the run or shooting from the hip: it will be based on properAustralia, because we have distinguished ourselves here.

scientific data and on advice from the industry. When this legislation was originally passed this type of
Bill read a second time and taken through its remainingsituation was never envisaged.
stages. Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order!
MOTOR VEHICLES (DRIVING WHILST Mr GUNN: That does not mean it is either right or wrong.
DISQUALIFIED—PENALTIES) AMENDMENT When we have the opportunity to administer it—and you
BILL fellows have excelled yourselves—
Mr Hamilton: You agree with it.
Adjourned debate on second reading. Mr GUNN: | do not know that | do agree with it. | do not
(Continued from 18 August. Page 350.) agree with the way this legislation has been administered; in
fact, | believe it has been abused, overused and that the law
Mr GUNN (Eyre): | am not the lead speaker— should be changed.
Mr LEWIS: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to the An honourable member: You started it.
state of the House. Mr GUNN: And you have perfected it beyond anyone’s
A quorum having been formed: imagination. So, don't talk nonsense to me.

Mr GUNN: This Bill deals with penalties for people who  Mr Hamilton interjecting:
engage in the activity of driving whilst disqualified. | donot ~ The SPEAKER: Order! | direct that the member for Eyre
have a great deal of difficulty with this, but | do have anot use the word ‘you’. If he wishes to refer to members, he
considerable problem with the whole measure of policing thenust refer to them by their electorate name, the position they
Road Traffic Act and other Acts involving infringement hold or by identifying them as members of either the
notices and on the spot fines, etc., which directly relate to thiSovernment or the Opposition.
matter. People receive these fines and could eventually lose Mr GUNN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | quite accept that
their driver’s licence, and we now seem to be caught up in &was out of order and should not have been provoked into
merry-go-round regarding this matter. This Parliament has answering the interjections.
responsibility to come to its senses to some extent. Mr Lewis interjecting:

It is not the right, province or role of the Governmentto = The SPEAKER: Order!
plunder the pockets of the motoring public in an unfair or  Mr GUNN: | will allow members to justify their own
unreasonable manner, but that is what is going on. It isictions. This paper written by John O’Neill clearly indicates
because of either direct Government policy or the fact thathe massive increase that has taken place in the number of on-
those advising the Government are out of touch with realitthe-spot fines imposed, which has eventually led to many
and not applying common sense that this whole matter shoulseople losing their driver’s licence. In the type of area |
come to a head. | have an example just to show memberepresent a driver’s licence is an essential element if one is
what is going on, and if after | have related the details to théo conduct a normal lifestyle. If people have a public
House members believe it is a fair, just and equitabléransport system or taxis available to them this sort of
situation, | will fly backwards to the moon! | hope those problem can be overcome. The Government appears not to
people who are advising the Government are listening. | hopenderstand the difficulties that this sort of legislation inflicts
the Police Commissioner realises that this is what his policepon normal law abiding people.
officers are doing; they are not properly supervised. | again return to the on-the-spot fine that was issued on the

On 4 October, a motorist was stopped at a random breafilain South Road by the officer in question. | believe that
testing point. There is no problem about that whatsoever. Staction taken to be excessive, unreasonable and unfair. If |
had not been drinking. She was quite happy. The policeould read the signature on the notice | would name the
officer in his wisdom walked around the car and said to herpfficer. Unfortunately, all | can read is the letters ‘D.R.A.’ |
‘The ball on the tow bar is slightly obscuring one of the have no idea of the officer's name. The signatures of issuing
letters of the numberplate, if you look at it from an angle. Itofficers should be clearly legible so that people can read their
is all right if you look at it directly from behind.’ | point out name.
to the House that a few weeks before that incident this vehicle Mr Lewis: What is his number?
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Mr GUNN: | have given the number. | have advised The SPEAKER: Order! | would point out to the member
senior police officers what | intend to do about this matterfor Eyre that he has had a great deal of leeway in making an
and in future | believe that members of this House have nargument. However, the Bill relates to driving while under
alternative but to bring to the attention of the House this sorsuspension. | would ask the member to relate his remarks to
of outrageous behaviour which is plundering people’'she clause. There are only two clauses in the Bill so it should
pockets. There is no justification for this action. What has anot be difficult.
slight impediment of a number plate to do with road safety? Mr GUNN: | have read the Bill very carefully and |
It is ridiculous—50 per cent of my constituents would beappreciate that you have been particularly reasonable with
liable for these outrageous tickets every time they go out ome. This opportunity did arise and | believe it is in the public
the road, because they drive on muddy roads or in dustinterest for me to pursue this particular matter. All | want to
conditions (they are not fortunate enough to have pavedo is protect the public from excessive activities. Therefore,
roads) and this legislation would be inflicted on them. Wherl made the comments and | believe | have explained my
police officers take it upon themselves to engage in this softosition quite adequately and | thank you for your tolerance.
of activity they should expect the criticism that has been The SPEAKER: | call the member for Albert Park—and
levelled at them today. the honourable member will relate his comments to the Bill.

The greatest thing is commonsense in this world. It has not
applied in this instance. | blame the police officer concerned Mr HAMILTON (Albert Park): ~ Absolutely, Sir. I think
for being too officious and not using commonsense. | alsyou are probably one of the most generous Speakers that this
blame his supervisors because they should say, ‘Look, it islouse has ever seen, particularly in view of the 10 minutes
not the role of the South Australian Police Department to béhat you quite properly—and | do not want to reflect on your
in conflict with the public. If this sort of behaviour continues ruling—provided in terms of allowing the member for Eyre
then you are bringing the Police Force into conflict with theto get on his hobbyhorse about some constituent matter.
public.’ It is not necessary— Whilst | understand that it is the role of a member of

Mr Venning interjecting: Parliament to represent constituents, in this particular case it

Mr GUNN: Yes. There has been a long tradition in thehad nothing to do with the Bill as such. The Bill, for the
South Australian Police Force; it has been highly regarde@dification of members opposite, seeks to establish two
and it has had the confidence of the public. But this sort openalty levels for the offences of ‘drive while licence
nonsense brings personal antagonism towards the policeuspended’ and ‘drive while disqualified from holding or
There is an over-emphasis on traffic duties, not on seriougbtaining a licence’. A person’s licence may be suspended as
matters but on this sort of nonsense, because it is too easyaoresult of incurring 12 or more demerit points under the
write out these tickets. Therefore, this makes the proposgioints demerit system, or a person may be disqualified for a
which | put to the House sometime ago, to have an independpreach of learner or probationary conditions. Alternatively,
ent adjudicator, absolutely essential, and the institution othe person may be disqualified by order of a court.
official cautions. In this case, if anyone had had an ounce of It also provides that there is no distinction between a first-
commonsense they would have said to the person, ‘Lookjme offender and a person who repeatedly and deliberately
your numberplate is slightly obscured, | think you or yourdrives whilst suspended or disqualified. That is what this Bill
husband ought to take the ball off the tow bar when you geis all about; it has nothing to do with what the member for
home.’ That is what should have happened and that woulBtyre was on about—a parochial issue. | understand that he
have occurred in any other area where commonsense wigels that his seat is under threat and that he is trying to make
applied. some political capital out of that issue.

In this case the person could afford to pay the fine. But MrINGERSON: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order.
what about a poor battling couple, unemployed and with twar'he member for Albert Park is wandering a little away from
or three children getting this sort of treatment? It is all rightthe Bill and trying to have a go at a member on this side.
for the people advising the Minister; they are paid excessive The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will
salaries by the taxpayers. It does not affect them; theiresume his seat. As always, the Chair allows some time in
superannuation is subsidised and they drive Governmenmthich to build an argument. However, | will listen closely
vehicles—those sort of useless hobos who recommend thésd ensure that the comments relate to the Bill before the
sort of nonsense. But if some poor individual, who can hardlyHouse. The member for Albert Park.
feed or clothe his family gets hit like this, their pockets ~MrHAMILTON: Certainly, Sir, and | will not transgress
plundered, what will happen? Perhaps you will take theifrom your ruling: | have no intention of doing that, | am
driver’s licence away or put them in gaol. There is nothingmerely saying that the member for Eyre raised this matter
about fixing stalkers; it has taken you 10 years to do somebecause we are leading up to an election, and we all under-
thing about that. We have crime figures soaring; we had thetand that. Some time ago | related to this House the story of
Minister go off his twist in the House yesterday in relation toa young woman who came to see me. She was distressed
these matters—right into orbit. The only thing he did not dobecause her husband who, to all intents and purposes was a
were cartwheels down the corridors—perhaps that is comingood provider, had a problem: he was driving whilst disquali-
today. fied. | suggested to her that she get legal advice. | cautioned

People might think | have over-reacted, but this is not théner that should her husband injure or kill someone he could
first time. The only way to stop this sort of nonsense is forfind himself in very serious trouble and could end up behind
people to use this Parliament to deal with the matter. If wébars. This young lady was very distressed. She wanted to
had commonsense Ministers they would come down like &now what | could do. | offered a number of suggestions,
ton of bricks on the people responsible for this. If thosebecause | cannot and will not condone a person driving a
people involved in the Department of Transport had anyehicle whilst disqualified. Such people have no right. | have
sense they would make sure that the laws were altered so thaltvays believed that it is not a right to have a driver’s licence;
this sort of nonsense did not apply. it is a privilege to be on the road.
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Members interjecting: represents his constituents, should understand the need to do
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Albert Park has that.
the call. The Opposition supports this Bill. We recognise that for

Mr HAMILTON: | believe that people who want to flout @ long time there has been a need to change the law so that
the law should pay the price. Whether it be Kevin Hamilton first offenders have a certain level of fine or imprisonment to
the member for Semaphore, or whoever, if they want to flougarry out, and in this case it is six months if you drive your
the law in the Community they can be pmged | say: pay thé/Eth'Q without your ||Cence. We now have an lmpo.rtant .
price; cop it sweet. If they do not want to cop it sweet theyaBmendment that recognises that someone who does it again
can seek legal advice and put their case before a magistraé?d again should have a different level of fine, and in this
There is no way in the world this Parliament can condonéase it is imprisonment for two years. Itis a very important
those people who want to drive without a licence. | believechange to the Motor Vehicles Act, and we support it for the
they should be pinged. obvious reason that, if anyone breaks the law continuously,

A person who repeatedly and deliberately disobeys ¥/ need a more flexible method to deal with that person. |
licence suspension or disqualification should be subject to 8PPort the Bill.

greater penalty. They know when they get behind the wheel Mr S.J. BAKER (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):

of a car or a truck or on a motorcycle that their licence ha | he Bl S fih . bl
been disqualified and that they are running the gauntlet. Thjaptrong y support the Bill, too. Some of the major problems
n the roads are caused by people who deliberately abuse

know that they are putting the future of other people in; .~ -
jeopardy. | say that because if they have an accident or if th heir r!ghts. It one Ipoks atthe statistics of those people who
ere involved in hit and run accidents and those who were

kill someone the likelihood of an insurance claim would be; ved in high d ch | d
almost zilch. | condemn any person who drives a vehicldNVOIVEd In high-Speed Chases, one Sees a largeé preponaer-

whilst disqualified, whether it be a motorcycle or any other2N'C€ Of people driving without licences, and they are killers
sort of motorised vehicle that requires a licence. They hav n.th.e road. The law does not provide enough in this area.
no right at all. his is one small measure, but we need to take others.

Pariament,inits wisdom, over many years has aays i i, ‘arccd cnase often the only offence that oan be
said that if you want to flout or break the law, then you will 9 P ' y

pay that appropriate price. With regard to the Member fOIlaid is one of exceeding the spged .Iimit. That is not.su.fficient.
Eyre’s comments, the traffic infringement notices WereSome people, who are potential killers, abuse their rights on

introduced not by this Government but by stealth in 1981-g2€ road and abuse other people because of the way that they
ive. Therefore, it is time to ensure that the law is quite

just before the Christmas period, and the electors of this Stapé .
were not advised of that. | want to put that on the record. | ear. We have to ensure not only that there are appropriate

took me—because | did not go away during that Christmaspenalties’ but sufficient peer group pressure placed upon such

New Year period—to expose that situation. There was n(geople_ clearly indicating that such activities are against
- : umanity and proper order.

publicity at all, so let us not have these crocodile tears an L2 . .

sob stories that we have been getting from members opposite. | NS Bill is important and appropriate. Those who drive

They introduced traffic infringement notices, and they are thevithout licences are normally involved in a range of other

ones to blame. To my knowledge, they have not thus far triegctivities. It is rare for someone who drives without a licence,
to amend that. ' which may have been suspended for previous activities, to do

I support the Bill. | believe that we should crack down onS° unknowingly. Research in other States and jurisdictions

. around the world has shown that those who drive without a

these law-breakers, because that is what they are. Yesterdﬂgence and who are involved in speeding or have a high

we heard members opposite going crook about motorvghlcl ood-alcohol content, which is often the case, will do

ﬁ]?glgsfgﬁ?bgfkggouﬁi?g tir:ad d?#;?énoczeggte\/i’égwhltﬁgs erything in their power to escape detection, and that means
' =L placing lives at risk. | commend the Bill to the House; itis an

law-breakers and someone who breaks the law by driving ppropriate piece of legislation

vehicle when they are disqualified? There is none whatso- '

ever. The member for Eyre’s contribution was low on \\r FERGUSON (Henle . ;

. i > . y Beach):1 support the proposi-
r_hetonc and_paroch|al leading up to a State election, and hag s pefore us. | was not going to speak on this Bill, but |
little to do with the Bill per se have been prompted to do so by the remarks of the Deputy

) .. Leader. The impression that he is trying to convey is that
MrINGERSON (Bragg): We often have the opportunity g has been done about driving and hit-run offences,

to listen to the member for Albert Park denigrate or rubbish, 1:- re often perpetrated by teenagers on so-called joy
a previous speaker and, as usual, the same old diatribe floq}

X . des. | served as a member of the Select Committee on
out. It is a pity that that occurred, because | thought th%

ibution from th ber for E ‘te brilliant and uvenile Justice, together with Opposition members, and we
contribution from the member for Eyre was quite briflant anty g eeq to recommend an increase in the penalty for such
to the point. It was well representative of his electorate—

offences from two years to three years’ imprisonment. | felt

The Hon. H. Allison: And straight from the heart. that | could not sit by and listen to the Deputy Leader giving
Mr INGERSON: —and straight from the heart, as the the impression that nothing has been done.

honourable member said. In recent months the police have taken a particular interest
An honourable member interjecting: in driving offences. They have extended their inquiries into

Mr INGERSON: He did, actually. | thought it an the homes of offenders to try to find out why they are
excellent contribution to this very important debate. It wasoffending and how to prevent them from reoffending. In
straight from the heart and about a constituent of his, and thaécent years there has been a spectacular drop in incidences
is really what this Parliament is all about. The member forof the kind to which the Deputy Leader referred. | believe that
Albert Park, who continually stands up in this House andhe South Australian Police Force and Government are in
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front of the rest of Australia by way of taking action to deal = Mr Ferguson interjecting:
with this type of offence. The SPEAKER: Order! There is a point of order.

What I have been talking about has nothing to do withthe Mr FERGUSON: | wish this to go intoHansard.The
Bill, but | am rebutting the arguments put forward by charge of misleading the House is a very serious one.
members opposite—which also have nothing to do with the The SPEAKER: | point out to the member for Henley
Bill. The Bill is eminently sensible. It provides for an Beach thatthe member for Murray-Mallee did withdraw. He
increased penalty for people who deliberately disobey apologised and withdrew his comments.
suspension or disqualification. It takes up the theme that the Mr FERGUSON: If the honourable member is making
Deputy Leader has been talking about with respect to heaviaccusations, | wish he would put them down in substantive
penalties. This measure provides such penalties for those whays so | can answer them.
have had their licences taken away but who continue to drive The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member who
time and again. The Government has now provided greatertered that statement withdrew and apologised, and the Chair
penalties than are currently available. We are meeting thaccepts that.
wishes of those who continue to sprout about law and order. MrLEWIS: Yes, he grossly misrepresented the case put

I have been surprised by the comments of the member fdry the member for Eyre and, in mirth, leaves the Chamber
Eyre, who continues to support law breakers. He has again because he has not got the guts to hear the truth. He is
particular bee in his bonnet about expiation fees, which agaira wimp. His brains are so wet that you can bog a duck in
has nothing to do with the Bill in front of us but which was them.
part of the argument put forward by the member for Eyre. | Members interjecting:
am continually sick of members of the Liberal Party who, on  The SPEAKER: | would again point out to the member
the one hand, are calling for law and order and more penafer Murray-Mallee the need for relevance.
ties—and already in this debate we have had something of Mr LEWIS: His problem is that he cannot differentiate
that nature—so they can rush out to the electorate and s&etween people who are accused of breaking the law—who
they are doing their bit so far as the crime rate is concernedre alleged to have broken the law—but who in fact have not
but, on the other hand, are talking about those people whioeen found guilty of doing so and in all probability did not.
have to pay expiation fees, who are sometimes their constitd-he member for Eyre was speaking not about whether or not
ents, suggesting that expiation fees should be eliminatggeople should drive without a licence but rather about those
altogether. people who are accused of having broken the law—

If the Liberal Party is fair dinkum about the stance it is speeding—by flawed technology. That was his gripe.
taking on expiation fees, let it announce in its policy thatit Members interjecting:
will do away with expiation fees. | am sure that will be the  Mr LEWIS: It may not have been, but equally the
headline in theAdvertisertomorrow if the Liberal Party is member for Henley Beach responded, accusing the member
prepared to do it. But what we are seeing here is a farce. Ofior Eyre of being a hypocrite. He is not. He was drawing
the one hand, members opposite are not prepared to pattention, albeit not entirely relevant to the measure, to an
anything in their policies about eliminating expiation fees butanomaly in the law.
they are allowing their own backbenchers—who have at ill behoves the member for Henley Beach, who has gone
particular bee in their bonnet so far as their own constituentaround this State most of the time he has been in this
are concerned, particularly the members in the country—t®arliament in a chauffeur driven car, to accuse other people
stand up and say that the Government is doing the wrongho have to drive themselves—
thing so far as expiation fees are concerned. Either you are An honourable member: The member for Eyre?
breaking the law or you are not. If you are breaking the law, Mr LEWIS: No; the member for Henley Beach—
you should be prepared to stand up to those penalties. Members interjecting:

I am sure that members of the public are sick of this Mr LEWIS: For a few months, but the member for
hypocrisy. The remarks on law and order made by thédenley Beach has had a chauffeur driven car for most of his
member for Newland were reported in full in tAelvertiser  time in this place.
yesterday. On the same day, a member of the Liberal Party The SPEAKER: Order! Again | emphasise for the
was standing up in this place suggesting that we should gmember for Murray-Mallee the need for relevance and point
light, that we should walk away from those people who areout to the member for Albert Park that interjections are out
breaking the laws, and that we should not be imposingf order.
expiation fees on those people. | had never experienced such Mr LEWIS: Having placed on record my response to the
hypocrisy in all my life. Incidentally, | wish what goes on in inaccuracies of the member for Henley Beach and the ill-
this place would be properly reported. founded accusations he made about the motives of the

| support the proposition in front of us. | know that it will member for Eyre, | support the measure before the House and
go through, but | hope that from here on the sort of cant thattappily acknowledge that people should not and must not
we are hearing from the other side—on the one hand askingyive without a licence, regardless of how they came to be
for higher penalties and on the other hand asking that thosgithout a licence. It is against the law, and that is wrong.
who break the law be let off—will cease.

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Minister of Business and

Mr LEWIS (Murray-Mallee): The member for Henley Regional Development): have to say that this is a Bill in
Beach is once again packing up his papers and leaving thehich | have a very strong personal interest. | think members
Chamber, as is his wont after he has misled the House witlvould be aware that in 1987 | went to the United States, with
the remarks that he made. the full support of the former Minister of Transport, Gavin

Members interjecting: Keneally, and with the specific task of looking at road safety

Mr LEWIS: | apologise for that. He has not misled the measures. | came back—and | think | was attacked by the
House. Hell's Angels, but it did not necessarily do me a great deal
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of harm—and advocated in this House the use of daytimenembers as a result of road accidents, negligence or drunken
running lights on motorbikes as well as in cars, and a whol@riving. Members should ask them what they think about this
range of measures in what members opposite would acknowneasure—there will be total support for it.
ledge was one of the most comprehensive reports on road Therefore, two penalty levels are proposed by the Bill: a
safety that has ever been seen in this Parliament. division 7 level imprisonment—six months—which corres-

| want to pay tribute to the member for Albert Park, Kevin ponds with the present penalty, and a division 5 penalty,
Hamilton, because there is absolutely no doubt that, in thvolving two years imprisonment for a second or subsequent
time | have been around this House, both as a member offfence. As far as the Arnold Labor Government is con-
Parliament for eight years and before that as an adviser f@erned, if someone is persistently deliberately breaking
a similar length of time, | know of no member of Parliamentdisqualification orders they deserve to be put in goal with the
who has committed so much of his life to road safetykeys thrown away; it is a matter of ‘Goodbye pork pie.’ |
initiatives and reforms. There is no doubt that when he wasommend this Bill to the House.
ayoung person he suffered enormous tragedy when his sister Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining
was killed in a motor accident. | take the opportunity tostages.
commend Kevin Hamilton for his continuing commitment.

Mr LEWIS: On a point of order, Mr Speaker: the ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION (SEA DUMPING)
Minister is being deliberately provocative by displaying his (CONSISTENCY WITH COMMONWEALTH ACT)

ignorance of the fact that he must refer to members of this AMENDMENT BILL
place by their electorates and not their names. _
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will Adjourned debate on second reading.

resume his seat. That is the normal procedure; however, the (Continued from 19 August. Page 412.)
Minister did refer to the member by his electorate and then
used his name. His name was not used directly except as an Mr INGERSON (Bragg): This very important Bill
added reference. The Minister. dealing with sea dumping is supported by the Opposition. |

The Hon. M.D. RANN: There is absolutely no doubt that note that the Bill addresses the timing of the imposition or
the member for Albert Park has made and continues to makériation of conditions of permits to dump in the sea; the
an outstanding contribution in this Parliament and this Stateublication of information in th&azetteelating to permits;
on behalf of road safety and on behalf of road safety victimsthe removal of any time limit on prosecutions for offences
That is what we are talking about today, and | cannoggainst the Act; expansion of the evidentiary provision
understand why members opposite have decided to attack thiglating to evidence of analysts; and an increase in fine that
measure. | am pleased to see there is some good sense frean be imposed for an offence against the regulations, which
the shadow Minister, but are the Opposition ranks really sés a penalty not exceeding $500 to $1 500 in the case of a
perverse that they went somehow to defend those whoatural person and up to $5000 in the case of a body
wilfully break the law and who wilfully go out there and put corporate. This Bill is about protecting our sea environment
the lives of our children at risk? | strongly support this from dumping of all sorts of goods, such as cargo, oil or
measure. whatever—

What we are talking about is quite simple: the Bill seeks ~ An honourable member: Old gearboxes.
to establish two penalty levels for the offences of driving MrINGERSON: Yes, old gearboxes, and all sorts of gear
while licence suspended and driving while disqualified fromthat is carried on ships in our sea environment. It is a very
holding or obtaining a licence. A person’s licence may bdogical way of protecting the sea waters that surround our
suspended as a result of their incurring 12 or more demerdoastline, and | say that for many reasons, not only from the
points under the points demerit scheme; a person may koint of view of the environment—of the water itself—but
disqualified for a breach of learner or probationary condi-also from the point of view of the fishing industry. It is very
tions; or, alternatively, someone may be disqualified by ordemportant generally that we ensure that the environment of
of a court. At present the Motor Vehicles Act makes noour sea is seen as a very important issue for the whole
distinction whatsoever between a first time offender and @ommunity. After all, not only is it used in a commercial
person who repeatedly and deliberately drives while suspendense but also it is obviously used in a recreational sense, and
ed or disqualified. We really want to punish those whoa very large proportion of our community would want to
deliberately, consistently and persistently flout the laws andontinue to do that. If we do not ensure that people do not
in doing so put the lives of the citizens of South Australia atdeliberately dump oil and other types of pollutants into our
risk. sea we could have major problems.

The use of suspensions and disqualifications as a sanction The Bill also brings the position into line with the
is intended as an aid in the enforcement of road law. A perso@ommonwealth Act. Anything we can do involving agree-
who drives while his or her licence is suspended or disqualiment between the States and the Commonwealth to provide
fied is deliberately undermining the system that has beegonsistency should be done as quickly as possible. Obviously,
devised to protect the citizens of this State. | cannot undein areas such as industrial relations in my view it can be in the
stand how any member of Parliament would want to go oubest interests of the States to have some differences because
on a limb to defend those who put the lives of our citizenspf economic reasons, but in this instance, where it is logical
of decent South Australians, atrisk. | want to take thisto have consistency around the nation, because we have
opportunity to say that it is vitally important that all of us be international vessels using our waters, it is an important issue
in touch with our constituents to ask them what they think.on which to have consistency. | have pleasure in supporting
Members should ask the mums what they think of those whehe Bill.
deliberately seek to disobey disqualification orders and flout
the law and in so doing put our children at risk. In my  Mr FERGUSON (Henley Beach):| support the Bill. |
electorate there is a group of people who have lost familyam pleased to see the Bill arrive at last because this matter
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has been under negotiation ever since | have been in Parli&ulf, and South Australia does not have a proud record when
ment. For 11 years we have been trying to achieve complét comes to the health and well-being of St Vincent Gulf.
mentary legislation with the Commonwealth and all States oMany major cities around the world have in years gone by
this matter. It has taken a long time to get the Bill here. | wagand this is still continuing) dumped effluent and sewage into
a member of the original committee with the then Ministerthe oceans, but the situation with St Vincent Gulf is far worse
of Environment when we looked at this proposition 11 yearsn that it is not a high energy coastline; it is a gulf which just
ago. Through various committees of this Parliament | havebbs and flows and does not have the ability to disperse the
had the opportunity to be associated with various aspects @bllutants that we tend to put in there, particularly from our

the Gulf St Vincent. sewage effluent treatment works.
Mr Ingerson interjecting: Earlier today there was debate on a Bill dealing with the
Mr FERGUSON: | beg your pardon. fishery industry of St Vincent Gulf and, while much damage

The SPEAKER: Order! Interjections are out of order. is done by the approach to and the methods of fishing in St
The member for Henley Beach will direct his remarks to theVincent Gulf, much of the cause of the decline of that fishery
Chair. can be put down to the effluent and the waste material,

Mr FERGUSON: | am sorry, Sir, | got carried away; | whether in the form of sewage effluent or other disposals
was provoked. The importance of the Bill has been impresseslich as storm water, running into St Vincent Gulf. Certainly,
on me through my activities on various committees of thehe storm water entering the gulf from the streets of metro-
Parliament. You would know of the position, Sir, because opolitan Adelaide carries a great deal of pollution.
your deep interest in the Gulf St Vincent. | know you usedto There is a changing attitude not only in Australia but
sail it and that you have always been associated with the gu#fround the world, and particularly in the more responsible
in your electorate. One fact | discovered was that it takesountries. This is starting to become evident particularly in
between eight to 10 years for a complete cycle of the watethe approach that has been adopted between the States and the
in the gulf. Some people have the impression that the wat€eommonwealth in relation to the Murray-Darling river
sweeps into the gulf and out again with the tide. Some peopleystem. | believe that in the past 10 years we have made a
were under the impression that they could dump anythingreat deal of headway, and there is an acceptance now that
they wanted into the gulf and it would be immediately we cannot just go on forever dumping our wastes, whether
cleansed because material would be taken out to sea, but thiato the oceans or into the water courses of this country.
is not so. I am very pleased with the progress that has been made in

It takes about eight to 10 years to change the water in ththe area of the Murray-Darling Basin. The first major
gulf, and the Select Committee on the Gulf St Vincent Prawralterations that were made in that particular case were back
Fishery highlighted the pollution problems in our coastalin about 1981-82, with the new River Murray waters
waters and the dangers there were to fish and prawn stockagreement. That was the first real attempt to bring environ-
etc., in our nearby waterways. | hope as a Government thatental issues into the management of that resource; before
we are able to do something about the continuing pollutiorthat it was purely a water entittement management formula
entering the gulf. For example, the Bolivar outlet is slowly or agreement which gave the various States certain entitle-
but continuously polluting the whole gulf, and we must nowments to the water and South Australia its allocation under
look seriously at resolving that problem. Otherwise, it will bethat agreement. But now, with major cities such as Shep-
useless for any weekend fishermen to try to catch a fish. parton and Albury, not discharging their domestic waste in

One can go from your electorate, Mr Speaker, or go fronthe River Murray, there is a dramatic improvement.

Henley Beach and look out to the blue line on Saturday One of the very real indicators of the level of pollution of
morning or on a beautiful day like this and see literallythat resource is the Murray lobster which is very intolerant
hundreds of boats out there carrying people trying to catch ¥ pollution. In the main, they exist now in the river system
fish. The time taken to catch a fish is increasing as the yeamnly above Swan Hill. When rice farmers in particular use
go by, and this is partly because of pollution in the gulf. ~ excessive quantities of herbicides, the Murray lobsters

Certainly, we do not want to see the sort of tragic situatioriterally climb out of the river, up the banks, to get away from
that has occurred in Hobart, Tasmania, resulting from bighat pollution. That is an indication of how sensitive some
ships cleaning out their bilges and polluting the waterwaysspecies are. In fact, an indication of the improvement that is
We now have an enormous problem which will soon react®ccurring in that resource is the fact that a Murray lobster was
the mainland. | understand that the starfish problem is seaught down at Lyrup in South Australia a week or so ago,
huge that it will not be long before we are encountering it orwhich is the first one recorded caught in South Australia for
the mainland. This all came about because of the Japaneg@ny years. That is an indication that this type of legislation
boats coming out and emptying their bilges into the coastdb slowly but surely having an effect.
waters in and around the city of Hobart. Certainly the real interest to us in South Australia is

This legislation is designed to prevent that sort of activityparticularly St Vincent Gulf, which is very sensitive to
occurring and fills the gap between State and Federdlollution because, as | have said, it is not a high energy
jurisdiction, and that is why it is so important. | think this coastline and we have the bulk of South Australians living on
legislation will go through with very little fanfare, but it will the shores of St Vincent Gulf. That is a major problem for
be one of the major achievements in the latter part of thighat resource. So, any legislative action and any educational
session of the Parliament, because it covers the gap betwepfpcedure which will help to ensure that the public develop
trying to produce a better world and a better environment sthis attitude that the days are gone when we can just dump
far as our coastal waters are concerned. | have great pleasi@ér waste into the seas or rivers is to be commended. Itis a
in supporting the proposition before us. situation where this trend can be reversed. There is not a need

for continuing deterioration of our rivers and coastal areas.

The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD (Chaffey): | am pleased to It can be reversed, and this type of legislation which is
support this Bill. Reference has been made to the St Vincertomplementary to other legislation in other parts of the
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world—a bit like the uniform shipping code—brings making. We are talking about when Edward Heath was Prime
everyone on this planet into the same arena and is the onMinister of Britain and when McMahon was Prime Minister
way it can operate. | have much pleasure in supporting thef Australia, and we are now introducing what amounts to
Bill. complementary legislation to the Commonwealth, because
the Commonwealth is a signatory to that 1972 international
Mr HAMILTON (Albert Park): | just want to briefly  convention.
place on record my support of this Bill. | agree with the  As a child in Britain | lived very close to the River
sentiments expressed by previous speakers. For too long Waames. | support my colleagues on this side of the House
have been complacentin this country about dumping. Beingnd also the member for Chaffey, who was talking not
somewhat parochial in the western suburbs, one only has ipecifically about sea dumping but about river pollution. The
look at the West Lakes waterway where that waterway injay that we left Britain to come to New Zealand in October
some respects has been a repository of the wastes from as @62, the River Thames was like a filthy, oily sewer and |
away as the city. It goes down the port drain into the Westemember that that particular day had Britain's worst ever
Lakes waterway and that has polluted that waterway to sucémog in recorded history. It is amazing for anyone who goes
an extent that the taking of shellfish is banned because of thgack to Britain to CPA conferences at the House of Com-
lead that comes off the road. Also the bird and animainons, for example, to see the enormous clean-up that has
droppings that are flushed from that waterway creat®ccurred to the River Thames. It is now a viable river with
enormous problems so that one is not allowed to swim therfish in it and it is quite pleasant to behold despite the industry
up to three days after the influx of fresh water into that lakethat surrounds it. So, there is no doubt that what we are doing
One could ask: what has that to do with the Bill? It hasis important. There is no doubt, too, that this measure is
very much to do with the Bill, because that water is eventualessential in terms of giving effect to that international
ly flushed out into the gulf, and we have to be very carefulconvention regarding coastal waters.
Also with respect to the Port Adelaide sewage treatment The Bill contains a whole range of different clauses
works, this Government has to be commended in relation teelating to specific penalties together with clauses relating to
the sludge which was once dumped just about anywhere ande Minister's powers in terms of the imposition of permits
which will now be pumped out to Bolivar. One of my for dumping at sea. In different ways all of us have lived with
concerns is the responsibility of State Government departhis sea dumping issue for many years, and | am pleased to
ments. In some respects, they have been tardy in not addregge the privilege of commending this Bill to the House.
ing this problem, because the effluent from the Port Adelaide Bi|l read a second time.
sewage treatment works does go out into the Port River and
it must have an impact upon that waterway. | am very muchSTATUTES REPEAL AND AMENDMENT (PLACES
alert to these concerns, as members would know from the OF PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT) BILL
Estimates Committee.
The other matter that the member for Henley Beach Adjourned debate on second reading.
touched on is the shipping that comes into this country and (Continued from 26 August. Page 548.)
some of the dumping of ballast that has occurred. | under-
stand that much of the red algal growth that occurs around Mr S.J. BAKER (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Tasmania and indeed around part of this coast can bEhis Bill is interesting because since 1913 we have had a
attributed to these practices of overseas ships dumping thdffaces of Public Entertainment Act in force in this State, and
ballast. We should not accept that practice. | also recall manfpr very good reasons.
years ago watching &our Cornersprogram and being Mr Ferguson interjecting:
absolutely appalled at the amount of material being dumped Mr S.J. BAKER: | know that when we were all a lot
by the corporate sector into this country’s coastal waters. younger than we are today we would have made many visits
So, this Bill is timely, and we have a responsibility not to the local ‘flicks’ to see the movies, usually accompanied
only in relation to our own generation but indeed as memberBy news services that came across the screen often showing
of Parliament to ensure as best we can that the environmegitaphic pictures of dance halls around the world being burnt
is protected for future generations. It is not always easy tlown and people dying because of inadequate safety
protect the environment because there are many powerfgneasures in those halls. We saw other places of public
forces at work wanting parliamentarians and environmentalentertainment, such as sideshows, where major collapses had
ists to back off if it is going to cost money to implement occurred resulting in great loss of life and injury. In their
measures. Many members of Parliament would experiendgisdom our forefathers said, ‘We really need a person to be
those sorts of pressures, and | touch briefly on the issue of ti@sponsible for safety and for the public interest in relation
recycling plant proposed in my area. It is environmentallyto entertainment.” Without going back into the annals of
unacceptable, but there is pressure from some people to alldwstory and looking at the debate that took place prior to
that plant to go ahead. Certainly, it will not go ahead untilintroduction of the existing Act, I can only say that that was
such time as | consider it to be environmentally acceptable very sound proposition.
The Bill is long overdue, and | would be surprised if any ~We needed Government to oversee entertainment to
member of this House opposed it. ensure that safety was made a priority. The Places of Public
Entertainment Act has covered a number of aspects of
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Minister of Business and entertainment, including the number of people who can be
Regional Development)i do not think any of us here would accommodated within the various structures holding enter-
want in any way to downplay the importance of what cantainment; smoking regulations; safety in relation to the need
only be described as historic legislation. We are talking aboufor exit doors; and determining the hours in which entertain-
the London Convention on the Dumping of Waste at Sea helthent can take place. The legislation has an interesting history
in 1972, and itis quite clear that this has been 24 years in thand still has a great part to play. What we are doing here is,
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in a way, providing deregulation but in other ways it is ment, with concentrations of parking where it is economically
directing the responsibilities for very important pieces ofbeneficial for the council to employ an inspector after hours.
legislation, which have worked well over the years, intoAdelaide City Council is a prime example, but in other
various jurisdictions. We will only be able to judge the meritscouncil areas that does not occur. | dopelieve that some
of that change by what prevails after this Act has beerof the changes in this Bill may be capable of being enforced
repealed. in the same way as previously. | do not oppose the proposi-
The Bill seeks to repeal the Places of Public Entertainmertion, but | believe that a lot more work has to be done on it
Act and transfers certain sections into other legislation. Théefore it becomes fact.
Places of Public Entertainment Act provides for the licensing |t is important to understand that a number of changes still
of a place of public entertainment, specifying the number ofhave to take place before this Act can be proclaimed. They
persons who may be admitted to each floor or tier of the placgelate to the Development Act, because that Act defines
in question and the total number of persons who may betructures which relate to the building code. A very important
admitted in the period for which the licence is granted. Suclpart of this Act concentrates on which structures shall be
licence also extends to drive-in theatres. The Act providesovered by the rules prevailing in the area of entertainment.
that a person shall not commence to construct or alter a pla®b the definition of structures becomes an important compo-
of public entertainment unless the plans have been approvegnt of this Bill as does the responsibility for ensuring that
by the Minister. In relation to such matters it is proposed thathose structures are safe, clean and healthy. We are all aware
they be dealt with under the Building Code. that councils inspect all buildings in their areas at various
The regulation of amusement devices is proposed tgtages. We are also aware that prior to a dwelling or structure
become the responsibility of the Occupational Health angeing erected, council permission is required: a development
Safety Commission. The Act also requires the consent of thgpplication must be made and an investigation of that
Minister for any public entertainment between the hours okpplication must take place.

3am. and 1 p.m. on a Sunday and there are limitations on' ¢ \ve are well aware that for the structures themselves
public entertainment in a licensed place of public entertainghere are rules to ensure that they are safe and, as | said,
ment on Christmas Day and Good Friday. These limitationgeajthy and clean. In relation to entertainment, what goes on
under the Act are to be repealed. The only control will bejpside them happens after the normal working day. In my
over the Adelaide showgrounds, the opening times for whicBresq—and in everybody else’s area—we have entertainment.
are proposed to be addressed by regulation. In respect of tkgyme weddings go until 3 a.m. and some discos go until 2
showgrounds no trading will be permitted before 10 a.m. ony i which makes residents quite irate. Of course, there is
a Sunday. ) o .. some provision under the Liquor Licensing Act to specify the
The only other control will be over smoking in auditori- hoyrs under which those licences can operate. | have actually
ums. Under the Tobacco Products and Control Act that hagsed those laws to pull back on some of the tearaways who
become the responsibility of the Minister of Health, Family ;e running what | call rather dubious practices in my area

and Community Services. Under that Act, itis proposed thajnq allowing local entertainment to disrupt the peaceful lives
amember of the public must not smoke a tobacco product igf my constituents.

an auditorium in a place of public entertainment at any time Mr Ferguson: What do you mean by ‘dubious practices’?
before the entertainment commences, during the entertain- . '

ment or after it concludes. ‘Place of public entertainment’ is The Hon. MK Mayes: Qn_ley Football Club!
defined as a building, tent or other structure in which_ Mr S.J. BAKER: The Minister has the Unley Football

entertainment is provided for public enjoyment and in whichClub in his area and I am sure that, as a strong Sturt support-
the audience is seated in rows. er, he would be very supportive of it. There are areas in
The Law Society has drawn attention to the fact that th&vhich the rules that are provided under other Acts can be
definitions may include, for example, the members’ stand 4¢sed to police some of the_ transgressions. The concerns relate
Football Park and the Adelaide Oval through the outerl© those after-hours activities. For example, in terms of
although certain interpretations given in another place suggegftertainment, I am not sure who will continually police the
that that interpretation is wider than the Act is meant to covershowgrounds. | am not aware whether the responsibility to
An interesting aspect of this legislation is that we will no €nSure that t_he structures there are safe ar_ld sound goes back
longer have one person or one entity responsible for thio the co.uncn. I have not been dolwln there in recent times to
safety aspects of places of public entertainment. Personallipok at sideshows such as the Mini Mouse—
| have reservations about that. | believe there is substantial An honourable member interjecting:
benefit in having one designated Minister. If we have notan Mr S.J. BAKER: | think the Department of Labour has
inspector but a Minister responsible for those aspects, lbeen mentioned. It was also inspected previously by the
believe they will be more comprehensibly covered. Inspector of Places of Public Entertainment to ensure not only
| have some concerns about the extent to which places diiat the structures were safe but also that the number of
public entertainment will be visited to ensure that theypeople who could be accommodated in those entertainment
comply with the building code. We are all aware that councilslevices was appropriate. So two areas provided a check and
have primary responsibility for the building code and we arébalance. The Department of Labour ensured that the Gee-
also aware that councils do not necessarily provide enoughhiz, the Mini Mouse, the hurdy-gurdies, and so on, were
employees after 5 p.m. on any day to police the laws fostructurally safe and the Inspector of Places of Public
which they are responsible. In a number of council areas it iEntertainment used to check to ensure that there was no
difficult to have parking infringement notices issued for overcrowding on those entertainment devices. Under this Act,
people who have transgressed. If there are difficulties aftdram not sure who will undertake the latter responsibility.
11 p.m., it is impossible to have such matters addressed Berhaps it stays with the council or does it go to the Occupa-
council officers in most council areas. The more effectivetional Health and Safety Commission? It is an important
councils are those in areas where there is a lot of entertaissue, and | would like some response to that in Committee.
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The issue of overcrowding at 1 o’clock in the morning isty for the safety of people involved in entertainment, that is
a serious one. | know that the number of people accommodatow to be spread into a number of areas.
ed in some very interesting Adelaide venues is far in excess | do not know whether the Occupational Health and Safety
of what the law allows. We know that, if a place is trendy— Commission will have people visiting these premises on a
and | do not know much about trendy entertainment placesegular basis to check for overcrowding or to check whether
but certainly the 16 to 30 year-olds know where all the actiorthe regulations relating to smoking are being observed. | do
is—there is no doubt that there is overcrowding in thosenot know, for example, whether the Metropolitan Fire
premises. | have been to pick up my daughter on occasiorgrigade will be doing regular checks during performances to
at those premises, and | have seen wall-to-wall people. | amnsure that the fire safety regulations are also being observed,
concerned that there could be a disastrous situation shoulda whether the fire equipment and exit doors measure up to
fire start, with people unable to exit quickly. the regulations.

In the debate on safety in another place, the question of Whilst we have had a responsibility placed in one area, we
fire exits was raised and a response given, but the respongew see that there are a number of other players in the
seems to be unsatisfactory. The demand was that exits showdgstem. It could well be that the system itself falls down.
be able to be opened. The Minister responded by saying th#lYith those few words | express some reservation about the
exits were not allowed to be opened with a key. If people aréegislation. | do know a little bit about this area, having been
trying to exit quickly for whatever reason, finding a key andinvolved in it many years ago, and | just put those concerns
setting it in the lock would hardly assist their escape. Theon the record.
guestion of a drawn bolt was raised and glossed over in the o
response. Will the Minister explain whether we are to see a Mr FERGUSON (Henley Beach): It is with some
change with respect to drawn bolts? nostalgia that | support this proposition, which will repeal the

Mr Ferguson interjecting: Places _of Public Entertainment Act. The Places of Public
Entertainment Act used to make life a misery for the teenag-

Mr S.J. BAKER: | am not sure that they are allowed to :
be operated electronically. That is another question. PerhaﬁéS of Adelaide. You would well recall, Mr Speaker, the old

the Minister will respond to whether exit doors can berule fun in conjunction with the Liquor Licensing Act
operated electronically. | hope that if the electricity fails Wewhereby it was not possible to have a drink of an alcoholic

shall not have doors that are stuck as a result. These impoﬁf"ture when one went o the old places of entertainment here

ant issues previously came within the province of thel Adelaide. In those days the place where boy used to meet

s . L . . girl was at those old dances. You, Sir, would remember the
mg‘r']iter with responsibility for places of public entertain Largs Bay Sailing Club where the old Johnny James used to

Smoking is important. The proposed amendments see ive an impression of Johnny Ray and would fall on the floor

by L PO ) ing.
to create some difficulty. An auditorium is mentioned. In the yTr?e people who attended those dance halls in those days
gxplananofn”m "?‘T](?thir place it was saﬁl ttr:atlFootball Park 1d to find ways and means of alcoholic entertainment, and
oes not fall within these provisions. If the large area in,, ; ’
Football Park behind the grandstand is used as a placentlIS could be done only by taking themselves and those

blic entertainment. | presume that the provisions woul ople to whom they wished to extend the invitation for a
public entertainment, 1 presume that the provisions woulgy ., (who were usually members of the opposite sex) 200
apply. If an entertainment is held in an enclosed structure,

would come within the definition of a place of public ards away from the dance hall. You would well remember,

. X . ir, that Gladstone bags were extremely popular in those
ePtebrt?rl‘nn:rgr;]t ?r}dg?n?ramn Irnlto }hle t?sr?ﬁﬁts r?f ttr?erBII" th ays. Half the male teenagers of Adelaide used to walk
are being transiate o other legisiation. In another place iy o4 with Gladstone bags of various sizes that were big
was clearly shown that when people watch a football matc

they can smoke in that area. However, if a concert is held i Pg:gr totake abottle of brandy, a bottle of rum and a bottle

that area, | question whether those premises come under It made life extremely difficult, because in those days

the— L teenagers never had the opportunity to obtain a motor car.
Mr Ferguson interjecting: That made life very difficult because, carrying around the old
Mr S.J. BAKER: I think they also come under tobacco hag full of alcohol, one had to team up with a mate who had
products. | question whether it then becomes an auditoriurg motor car. Of course, those people who had a motor car,
and is therefore covered by these provisions. dare | say it, were the most successful people in relation to
A number of aspects in the Bill, because of the changegathering partners with whom to drink. If the person with the
that are taking place, raise further issues. Most of the queriggaotor car moved off down the road, he would take with him
raised by the Law Society have been answered in anothetat little Gladstone bag that you had brought along to the
place. Concern has been expressed about the lack of requitiance, and the negotiations that went on from then—and
ments regarding entertainment hours. Under the Places akually into the next week—were extremely difficult.
Public Entertainment Act specified times would be attached You, Sir, probably remember the Semaphore Palais when
to an entertainment activity. That is now to be repealed; it ist was at its height and when rock and roll was first estab-
not being translated into another measure and there is concéished; that was a long time ago. At that time it was difficult
about it. for young teenagers in the western suburbs to attend that
| understand that an amendment is proposed to thparticular environment and get a drink without having their
definition of ‘film’ as it is too tight to cover the various types little Gladstone bag—for which they would have to go down
of entertainment that can now take place. It is felt that therén the sandhills 200 yards away from the dance hall. The old
is a need for a wider definition to cover other areas of vided?laces of Public Entertainment Act was used by the boun-
activity. That at least is being addressed in a proposeders—and they were extremely large gentlemen, as you
amendment. Whilst we understand that there is a need favould remember, Sir, down in those western suburbs. You
change and updating, instead of one body having responsibilivould remember Geoff Motley and Chicken Hayes, who used
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to come to the Semaphore Sailing Club after they had playeshanager in my view and would, | am sure, be only too
football, and they were fine physical specimens. So, thavilling to brief any member who sought information on the
people who used to control the action on the front door hagvay in which public safety and community well-being was
to be very capable indeed. So, the persons who controlled tresured. The use of the showgrounds is ongoing; every day
action on the front door had to be very capable indeed. of every year, except Christmas day, the showgrounds is used
Those very capable gentlemen usually had attached tofar some form of convention, display or whatever.| do accept
wall near the doorway a copy of the Places of Publicthat point.
Entertainment Act and | can assure you, Sir, that they used My colleague the member for Henley Beach raised the
that Act more often than anybody in the Parliamentaryquestion of fire doors. | have never heard that there are
Library would have used it as far as controlling the movemenglectronic switches on fire doors. | will certainly refer that
of the people who went into that public entertainment areanatter to the Minister for her consideration and response. If
was concerned. There was some reduction of this situatioghat is the case and, as the honourable member said, if there
during the latter parts of the Playford era, when the Liquolis a power failure and no emergency service to provide
Licensing Act was so changed as to allow cabarets to bpackup, we will have a disaster on our hands. Be that as it
arranged. | attended many a cabaret at the old Palais in Northay, I will have those questions answered for members.
Adelaide when the Act was first changed. Itwas not until the | hank the Opposition for its support. | have an interest

Dunstan era, with changes to the Liquor Licensing Act, thafy, this measure, particularly in terms of the hours of operation
we had a more civilised and better way of providing a venugy the showgrounds. The Minister has satisfied my concerns

where people could both dance and drink at the same timey ot this and therefore | am very pleased to see the passage
So, itis with some degree of nostalgia that we see the olg tnis Bill through the Lower House.

Places of Public Entertainment Act disappear. One would Bill read a second time
never have imagined in those days when one was trying to get . '

into the Glenelg Town Hall for the Friday night dance that In Committee.

one would ever see the day when that Act would disappear. Clauses 1to 11 passed.

So in a sense we are faced with a historic moment at this time Clause 12—'Amendment of s. 6—Interpretation.’

as we see it disappear into the distance. The Hon. M.K. MAYES: | move:

. I support the mqtion. I be”e.ve .that the deregulation that Page 3, line 13—Leave out ‘films are screened’ and insert ‘a
is occurring with this measure is right and proper. Howeversim, 3’ video tape or any other optical or electronic record is
I do agree with some of the concerns that have been raised Byreened'.

the Deputy Leader on the other side about the safety aspects, Mr S.J. BAKER: The Opposition supports this amend-
particularly in relation to the fire provisions. Although | know ment asI ai result of an inquiry in another place. | would like

that | am not allowed to refer to this at any length, | alsoy, o\ yinicier to ask his colleague in another place whether
would like to extend my concern not only to places of public here is any penalty, because a number of these places have

entertainment as far as this issue is concerned but also 9en licensed previously. If there is no licensing system, is

shopping centres, because complaints have been madet 2re a penalty if they should fail to comply with the regula-

tmhgﬁﬁgddtggéeiﬁoggla'?ﬁs hgﬁizeﬂg\;gvgggg zzl?ggzgé&)ns? Perhaps that question can be added to the list that |
ppINg entioned previously.

locked in order to prevent people coming from outside in to ) . .
steal goods; some proprietors have taken the opportunity to 1 1€ Hon. M.K. MAYES: | will certainly take that
lock their fire doors, and this prevents escape in the event Sf4€stion on notice.
a fire. Amendment carried; clause as amended passed.

The problem of control in this area is that it falls into three  Clause 13—'Amendment of s.4—Interpretation.’
different categories: the local council, the fire brigade and the The Hon. M.K. MAYES: | move:
Department of_Labourand Industry. It appears that the safety Page 3, line 22—Leave out films are screened’ and insert ‘a
factors are falling between two stools and not a lot of effortjim, video tape or any other optical or electronic record is screened'.
is being put into this. | will not take all the time available to

me: | simply express my support for the motion before us. AMendment carried; clause as amended passed.

Clause 14—'Amendment of s. 3—Interpretation.’

The Hon. M.K. MAYES (Minister of Environment and Page 3, line 32—After ‘a film’ insert *, a video tape or any other
Natural Resources):l thank the Opposition for its support optical or electronic record’.
and my colleagues for their comments, and | will refer those Amendment carried: clause as amended passed
questions with regard to matters of safety to the Minister for L )
her direct response to members. | share their concerns. | think Clause 15 and title passed.
for example that the operation of fun and entertainment Bill read a third time and passed.
areas—the amusement facilities at the showgrounds—is now

the responsibility of the Minister of Labour Relations and [Sitting suspended from 1to 2 p.m ]
Occupational Health and Safety, but | will certainly refer on
the questions in regard to the safety of other buildings and CITIZEN INITIATED REFERENDA

numbers relating to showgrounds operation.

From my point of view, the management of the show- A petition signed by 820 residents of South Australia
grounds has been impeccable, and | know that the Chigquesting that the House urge the Government to conduct a
Executive Officer of the Royal Agricultural and Horticultural referendum in conjunction with the general election on the
Society would be absolutely vigilant in his compliance with question of citizen initiated referenda was presented by the
any regulation to ensure the safety and well-being of all thosklon. D.C. Brown.
who use the showgrounds. Mr Campbell is an outstanding Petition received.
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OMBUDSMAN'’'S REPORT ECONOMIC AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
The SPEAKER laid on the table the report of the Mr QUIRKE (Playford): | bring up the ninth report of
Ombudsman 1992-93. the committee on the economics and finances of the oper-
Ordered that report be printed. ations of the MFP Development Corporation for the year
ending 30 June 1993 and move:
POLICE DEPARTMENT That consideration of the report be made an order of the day for
Wednesday 20 October 1993.
The Hon. M.K. MAYES (Minister of Emergency Motion carried.
Services):l seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
Leave granted. QUESTION TIME

The Hon. M.K. MAYES: The member for Bright has
made a number of statements, in this House and in other ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE
public forums, that metropolitan police services were reduced
by 49 persons in last year's budget, and that the reduction has The Hon, DEAN BROWN (Leader of the Opposition):
been continued in this financial year. In the Estimates,y question is directed to the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs.
Committee hearings, | advised the member for Bright thating" he aware that student attendances at the Aboriginal
fac; a reduction of_ 49 persons in met_ropoh_tan Operat'onatommunity College this year have plummeted from 120 at
police numbers did not occur last financial year, and kne peginning of the year to 80 in June and are now down to
explained to him why he was incorrect in his reading of the3p, poes he concede that the inadequacies of the courses and
Program Estimates and Information. Despite that explanatiofhe |ack of meaningful accreditation have caused this
the member for Bright has continued to make this allegationyayming fall in attendances? What assurances can he give
culminating in an attempt in the media yesterday to link thena; the Aboriginal Community College, which is unigue in

alleged reduction with the crime statistics released in the\,sralia, will not collapse next year through inadequate
Commissioner's report, tabled in this place yesterday.  minjsterial control and accountability?

For the information and reassurance of members and the | have been informed that last year, when the college was

general public, I wish once again to indicate the true positiomyroviding non-tertiary courses, the classes were full and there
with regard to operational police numbers. The member fojyere even queues of potential Aboriginal students wishing
Bright has based his allegation on the Police Departmen advance their learning and career opportunities. Extracts
program information on page 222 of the Program Estimatesf 3 report that the Liberal Party has been shown state that the
and Information 1993-94. On that page it is indicated thato|lege is now a tertiary institution with only 23 per cent of
there was a decrease of 49 personnel between the proposggk year's original enrolment still in attendance, with some
General Metropolitan Police Services for 1992-93 and th%taying at home on full Abstudy allowances with the
actual result. endorsement of the curriculum services management.

As | explained in the Estimates Committee, on the advice The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: Well, Mr Speaker—
of the Commissioner of Police, that apparent reduction is  Members interjecting:
quite simply explained. A change in Police Department The SPEAKER: Order!
allocation systems last year meant that a number of officers \j; p s, Baker interjecting:
were allocated to other areas of operational services in the The SPEAKER: The member for Victoria is out of order.
statistics. | point out that this reallocation under the new g Hon Dean Brown interjecting:
human resource management system was statistical only: tho SPEAKER: The Leader is out of order.
there was no physical relocation of officers to other areas of .o Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: Some of the comments

operaton. __coming across the Chamber are inappropriate with respect to
Bearing this in mind, | suggest that the overall operationajhe areas of responsibility. The reason | am taking this
numbers are then quite simply checked in the Programestion is that the Aboriginal college comes under my broad
Estimates by examining the proposed and actual resulignge of responsibilities and not under the direct respon-
across the full range of operational services, including sucliyjjity of the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs. The honourable
areas as crime detection and investigation, communitysember has raised points about specific enrolment numbers,
liaison, road safety and determination of criminal proceedanq a fairly serious allegation has been made whereby one of
INgs. the members of staff of the Aboriginal Community College
The total of all those programs shows that there were fas suggested that the students should be in fact breaking the
proposed 3 478 operational personnel for 1992-93, and in fagdw. That is what the honourable member is claiming, of
an increase on that figure of 3 487 was actually achieved. Igourse, under parliamentary privilege. | wonder where the
the 1993-94 year it is proposed that the overall operationddonourable member would be prepared to repeat that
staffing of the department should be 3 482, again an increaggiegation outside.
on the proposed figure for last financial year. However, | will treat the question as one being genuine
The Police Department under this Government haaind asked in good faith and | will obtain a detailed response
developed the most number of active police per capita of anfor the honourable member in terms of the specifics of the
State in Australia. We have maintained that operationaguestion that he has asked. | will have the matter looked into
strength, and we will continue to maintain it. The member foras a matter of urgency.
Bright, not for the first time, is quite simply wrong in his Members interjecting:
allegation that we have decreased operational numbers. The SPEAKER: Order!

Members interjecting: The Hon. S.M. Lenehan: Why didn’t you come and
The SPEAKER: Order! speak to me?
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The Hon. Dean Brown: The report was sent to you two given that that is the level at which sales were taking place.

months ago. Itis interesting to note that some financial analysts at the time
The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Opposition— of the Boral $3.50 offer said that we should have accepted
The Hon. Dean Brown: The report was sent to you— that offer. The Leader was not going to say we should have

The SPEAKER: | warn the Leader of the Opposition. accepted it, because he was still sitting back on his $3.06
Day after day the Leader speaks over the Chair, and that wifiosition that he thought we should accept.
not be countenanced. The honourable member for Walsh.  We rejected the advice of those financial analysts because
we believed that that would not get the best return for South
SAGASCO Australians if we accepted the $3.50. We waited to see
. whether other offers would come in to provide a higher bid
~ The Hon. J.P. TRAINER (Walsh): My question is  and in this morning’s paper I noticed some assessments that
directed to the Premier. Why did the Government accepie South Australian Government was going to be manoeuv-
Boral's offer and not float or widely distribute the redinto a position of accepting $3.80. However, an offer has
Government's shareholding in SAGASCO? been put to us and we seriously considered that offer in terms
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | can certainly announce of al the other options that might have been available and it
today that the Government has accepted a revised offer frofg clear to us that it is in South Australia’s best interest that
Boral for the balance of the Government's shares inhe offer of $3.90—not $3.06 or $2.70, which is what the

SAGASCO. We have accepted an offer of $3.90 per sharg-eader was prepared to sell the shares at—be accepted as it
cum-dividend which will bring a return to the Government s a very good offer indeed.

and therefore to South Australians of $269 million for those Finally, we now have confirmation again by Boral that

69 million shares. _ SAGASCO remains as a trading entity here in South

The point | have made on many occasions about th@stralia—headquartered here in South Australia—in answer
SAGASCO shares that we hold is that we were not about t, the Deputy Leader’s out of order interjection—and that
be part of any fire §ale activity or be part of any sale activitythey will enhance the SAGASCO entity by adding in their
that would undermine the return to South Australians. | mighither gas operations from the southern States of Australia.
say that we were under considerable advice to do those Sof$e SAGASCO that comes out of this situation is enhanced
of things, including advice from the Leader of the Oppositionyp, the one that went into it. The Opposition does not like the
who, last year, said we should have sold the shares straighfray that this business has been done, but clearly, as was the
away last year. | remind members that the prevailing price &ase this morning when a journalist questioned the economic
that stage was $2.70 for the shares and the Leader's vieWys of the Leader of the Opposition, given his willingness
was, ‘That is good enough, go for it. Grab the $2.70. Takqg go from $3.06 and $2.70 last year, had the Leader been in
your money and run.” That was his kind of approach. a position to make the decision about SAGASCO shares,

The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting: South Australians would have been much worse off.

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | am coming to what you
said later, just bear with me, because we will getto that too. Mr S.J. BAKER (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
The Leader reminds me, although I had not forgotten, thaill the Premier say precisely how much of the $400 million
later he talked about floating it. It is true that just a few weeks|us that the Government has received from the sale of its
ago, may be a couple of months ago, the Leader said that tSAGASCO shares to Boral will be used to reduce State debt?
shares should be floated and that that is what the Governmepfjll he confirm that, notwithstanding this sale, net debt at the

should do to dispose of the 69 million shares that we still haénd of the financial year will still exceed $8 000 million? And
in SAGASCO until this morning. Work was done on that e have just lost another head office?

option about whether or not a float would be a viable \empers interjecting:
alternative. It would have returned better than $2.70 a share— The SPEAKER: Order!

that much | give the Leader of the Opposition. | acknowledge The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: First, SAGASCO remains

that point. He had upped his own price that he believe%s an operating entity in South Australia. | said that a few

should be received, but the figure that would have beepn .
. ' oments ago but the Deputy Leader was so excited about
obtained for that was close to $3.06 a share. The Lead etting the chance to ask his own question—

wanted us to take $3.06 for the shares. The Leader was hap Y Mr S.J. Baker interiecting:
to see South Australians lose out on what would have ™' >-J- Baker interjecting: .

amounted to tens of millions of dollars simply because he "€ SPEAKER: The Deputy Leader is out of order.

was obsessed with the concept of the float. The Leader has 1he Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: —that he could not even
the same concept for the State Bank, that that is what shouWait to listen to the answer to the previous question. | W_o_uld
happen with the State Bank. Again, he would be throwing""so like to know what the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
away large amounts of money if that option was ever to bavould have wanted to happen to SAGASCO. Does he also
taken up. The reality is that Boral made an offer of $3.505UPPOIt the position of the Leader that it should have been

after the first 19 per cent was sold— floated? Does he also support the fact that that would have
Mr S.J. Baker interjecting: been at a cost of 84¢ a share had that happened to the
The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader is out of GOvernments shareholding? In other words, the cost would

order. have been, as | said a moment ago, tens upon tens of millions

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: —for $3.40, and | will come  ©f dollars. If thatis the line he is taking—
to that in a minute. Boral made an offer for $3.50. The Mr S.J. Baker interjecting:
marketplace then assessed that offer and SAGASCO came up The SPEAKER: Order!
with its own assessment of what the shares should be worth. The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: —I guess he ought to stand
The marketplace made its final assessment that the shangg and say so.
seemed to be worth somewhere between $3.70 and $3.80, Mr S.J. Baker interjecting:



932 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 14 October 1993

The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will resume his seat. been the effect on State finances if SAFA had followed the
The Deputy Leader is warned. Time after time he has beeadvice that was given by the Opposition?

cautioned. He is warned. Mr Ingerson: What about the State Bank?
Mr Hamilton interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order!
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Albert Parkis ~ Mr Ingerson interjecting:

also warned. The SPEAKER: Order!

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Last year when the The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: The OppOSition has been

Government announced that it was selling SAGASCO, or /6"y 900d at giving financial advice to the Government over
was considering the sale of SAGASCO, subject to getting 4€ Past few months. In fact, they have been prepared to put
fair price, and we have now got a fair price, an announcemerft the record precisely what this Government ought to do in

was made by my predecessor that a proportion of the fun rtain' circumstances. It was interesting in the Estimates
in excess of the shares entered into the books of the State?Mmittees last year that the Deputy Leader should lecture
would be used to fund the $40 million economic development"€ and SAFA officials on what we ought to be doing about
package that was announced last year and the $40 million thQr debt management and investment qu|C|es: In re]atlon to
has been announced in Meeting the Challenge this yedPterestratesand how SAFA ought to be investing, given the
People asked at the time, ‘Is it going to be funded?’ We saidNt€rest rate regime that applied at that time, the Deputy
‘Yes. The way these shares are written in the books of theeader, on 16 September 1992, said:
State—in other words, how they are accounted for in the Without going on with it, there is a big difference in where one
assets and liabilities of the State—will enable us to use son{8CKs in and for what term. | take note of the previous statement
of the premium to fund this important stimulatory package ade by Dr Bethune—
for economic development.’ the then CEO of SAFA—

| would be interested to know whether the member forvhen he was talking about going short in the market. | trust that we
Bragg takes exception to that; whether the member for Brag&rgtg%‘?'iggpgsltorg?eg the domestic market because of the present

says that there should not be any stimulatory activity; whether

he says the economic development package should not hal/s@!l faimess, the Deputy Leader was prepared to stand up
been done. If that is the line he is taking then I suggest th nd give us an example of the kind of financial expertise that

he make that well known to all South Australians. PeopldV€ could expect should he ever be in a position not just to
questioned us at the time and said, ‘No, we do not think yo ive advice but to act. What would have been the result had

will be able to fund that.’ All\:/lé rtr?l!)(:rnstirr]:tee?ji\gtcir?gqf the Deputy Leader?

Members mtengctmg. The SPEAKER: Order! | cannot hear the response.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Twelve months on, time

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: In fact we have done has tested the Deputy Leader’s advice. Had SAFA followed
precisely that. The balance of the value of the SAGASCQne advice of the Deputy Leader, it would have locked in
shares was put into the debt management strategy that Wshg-term interest rates at 2 to 2.5 per cent higher than those
have announced and, in this year's budget, figures were pglailable now. That would have led to an additional interest
in for that outcome assuming a certain return from theost of at least $120 million a year extra. On top of the advice
SAGASCO shares. In fact, the assumptions that were buithat we have had from the Opposition about what we ought
into the budget that my Treasurer brought down a few weekg, do with SAGASCO shares, we had the benefit of its advice
ago, in terms of what prices might have been possible—angh SAFA. | am only too pleased to say that on both occasions
you cannot be unrealistic about assumptions in budget papeige ignored the financial advice of both the Deputy Leader

you have to be very realistic about these things, otherwisgng the Leader, and the State is consequently about
legitimately we would be questioned and criticised if theg200 million a year better off.

assumptions were too optimistic—were $40 million less than
the return we have actually got for the shares from ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE
SAGASCO. The question then becomes: what will happen
to that $40 million? | know the answer the Deputy Leader Mr SUCH (Fisher): My question is directed to the
wants to hear. He wants to hear the answer from the Goverinister of Education, Employment and Training. What
ment that it will spend that extra $40 million. That is not theaction has the Minister authorised two months after being
case. There is a very simple arithmetic equation. We have, inotified that the Aboriginal Community College at Port
the receipts of the Government in this financial yearAdelaide lacks the accreditation for its courses required of it
$40 million more than the assumptions indicated we wouldas a tertiary institution; and does she concede that the
get in. We are not going to be increasing the expenditure b$600 000 allocated by the State Government and the
that $40 million. Therefore, the simple arithmetic of it—and $600 000 allocated by the Federal Government has been
the Deputy Leader is not particularly good at simple arithmeinappropriately spent?
tic, let alone anything more complex than that—indicates that | have received extracts of a report sent to the Minister in
that $40 million will add further to debt reduction in this August alleging what has been described as an ‘astounding
State. lack of management practices at the college, misappropriation
of funds, the absence of accreditation courses and nepotism
STATE FINANCES in the choice of lecturers’.
It has been pointed out to me that, after the expenditure of
The Hon. J.P. TRAINER (Walsh): My question is $1.2 million by Federal and State Governments, the courses
directed to the Treasurer. Bearing in mind the informatiorhave not been accredited, meaning that the Aboriginal
just put before the House regarding the value of the Opposstudents will not have recognised credentials to transfer their
tion’s financial proposals of various types, what would havedields of study. | have been informed that, despite being
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notified of these complaints two months ago, the Minister has The SPEAKER: Order! It is normal practice with a point
done nothing more than reply to the report with a six-lineof order to request a course of action. Does the honourable
acknowledgment. member request that the Minister withdraw?

Members interjecting: Mr SUCH: Yes, Sir.

The SPEAKER: Order! | should explain that | have a  The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: | will not withdraw, Mr
personal interest. | am on the board of that college, so | ar¥peaker, because the question comes after the Leader of the
very interested in this response. | ask all members to pay kedppposition’s question, in which there was clearly a rush to
attention. The Minister. apportion blame not only to the college council but also to the

The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: As you would therefore be lecturers who are working in that college, without giving
aware, Mr Speaker, having declared your interest, the leg®€ople an opportunity to pursue the course of natural justice,
responsibilities for the management of the college rest withvhich is what this Government is doing and what | am doing
the Co"ege council. Indeed, | have been made aware of arfp the Minister. If the honourable member is interested in
seen the report. The honourable member asked what | hafélrsuing natural justice, | am very happy to make available
done about it. What | have done about it is to have myto him the information that | receive by way of the legal

officers contact the various people involved, and | haverdvice from Crown Law. But | would have thought that, to
also— rush in on the advice of a number of people working in the

Members interjecting: college without being prepared to give people and the college
The SPEAKER: Order! council, of yvhl_ch the Speaker is a m.ember,. the opportunity
. ) to have their side of the story heard, is nothing but behaving
The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: Itis interesting; they ask the jie 3 kangaroo court, which is obviously what the Opposition
question but they are not interested in hearing the answer,anis to see happen. So, yes, | am aware and | am taking the
The SPEAKER: | can assure the Minister that, if they are appropriate action on behalf of this Government.

not interested, the Chair is. The Minister. Members interjecting:
Mr Becker interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! If the Opposition is to play the
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hanson is game of pass the interjection, the Chair will have no choice.
warned. The Minister. There is no way | can warn and caution all members so, if

The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: | have sought legal advice they are to play the game of pass the interjection, the
with respect to the allegations. The allegations have beewarnings given to the previous interjector will be passed on.
made by four people working in the college with respect tolhe member for Albert Park.

a supervisor. As would be the case in any responsible

management decision, one has to ascertain the veracity of the AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY

claims that have been made. This is the same Opposition that i .

has raised in this House as recently as yesterdgg the pringi- Mr HAMILTON (Albert Park): Wil the Minister of

ples of natural justice with respect to claims that are madesUSiness and Regional Development outline the performance
so | would have thought that the actions | have taken are nglf Our automotive industry in achieving exports? The
only appropriate but also totally in line with the principles of G0vernment has previously announced multi-million dollar
natural justice. | have sought legal advice, and that lega}SSiStance programs to the automotive industry. | am aware
advice is on its way to me. | think it would be quite inappro- that the Leader of the Opposition's ‘Make a change’ docu-

priate for me to usurp the proper responsibilities of thegment pays scant attention to the automotive industry, with

college council. The very member who asks the question—tu”a farming being the first priority in terms of industry

The Hon. D.C. Woton nerecing:
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Heysen is out y y gp

into it.
of order. The Hon. M.D. RANN: | am pleased to answer that

The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: —has the shadow portfolio 4 estion, and I hope that members on both sides of the House
respon3|blll'gy for. college councils and wogld therefore, lwill be pleased with the very good news regarding the car
would have imagined, be very conversant with the responsinqystry. South Australia’s car exports increased by a massive
bilities that are delegated by this Parliament to collegeyng per centin the six months to June 1993 compared to the
councils. Indeed, he is quite correct: as a State Governmesly months to June 1992. This represents an increase in
we do fund a substantial amount—about $600 000—and tgynorts from $80.1 million to $242.2 million. Employment
that extent | most certainly will be keeping a very close eygg aiso up in the automotive industry in South Australia and
on and a monitoring approach to ensuring not only that thgs of june 1993 Mitsubishi and General Motors-Holden’s
money is spent eff(_actlve_ly but also that it isin line with OUr together employed 9 160 people compared with 8 480 people
philosophy and policy with respect to Aboriginal education.j, june 1992.

Let me remind the Opposition that currently in this State We  ggjes of vehicles increased by 23 per cent over the period,
have 500 Aboriginal students in tertiary institutions. Ouryith productivity rates increasing by 7.9 per cent, or by $120

record is second to none in this country, and the Oppositiog, ¢1 630 per employee per day among vehicle manufac-
sits there denigrating Aboriginal people, denigrating theyrers with a substantial increase also in the component
college— o . industry. The South Australian Government has approved

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will resume her  $10 million in assistance to the automotive industry over the
seat. The member for Fisher has a point of order. past 12 months or so through the South Australian Centre for

Mr SUCH: On a point of order, Mr Speaker: the honour- Manufacturing and has allocated over $20 million to the
able member is reflecting on members of the Oppositionindustry through the South Australian Development Fund.
including me, implying a racist element. Certainly it is clear the automotive industry is a driving

Members interjecting: force in this State’s economic development and recovery. It
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recognises quite clearly that we must be globally competitivelescent or any other ethnic origin, | am not sure that that is
and globally active. Now we have to ensure that a greateadirectly relevant if the proper processes—and if the college
focus on exports is applied throughout the State’s manufacouncil was satisfied that those processes—were gone
turing sector to further strengthen our position in the worldthrough. | am not sure whether the honourable member is
market place. suggesting that | should somehow intervene when | have no
| take this opportunity to pay tribute to members of thelegal right to do so. Allegations are made about particular
automotive task force in this State, comprising seniopeople put into particular positions. | can certainly ask
representatives of all Australia’s automotive assemblers anguestions, as | am quite sure the college council itself would
not just those in South Australia. We thought it was importanhave asked questions about particular appointments, especial-
to have a task force that could speak with a clear voice to thiy—
Commonwealth on automotive industry matters. It includes Mrs Kotz interjecting:
General Motors-Holden’s, Mitsubishi, Ford and Toyota, with  The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: That is the sort of question
representation from major component suppliers and the tradéave already asked and on which | sought legal advice. We
union movement. The task force, which | currently chair anchave dealt with this matter in the most appropriate way. It is
which was formerly chaired by the Premier, is developing a sensitive issue and it behoves every member of the Parlia-
Vision 2000 statement designed to look at both the problemgent to treat it as such, rather than try to turn it into some
and opportunities confronting the automotive industry as weind of racial issue with respect to the racial origins of the
move towards the twenty-first century, and to look at apeople employed and the matter of whether they are of

picture of where we want to be. Aboriginal or non-Aboriginal descent.
Certainly, through the Centre for Manufacturing there has
been a very close relationship through the automotive SCHOOL CLOSURES

program. Millions of dollars has been allocated by this State

Government to assist the industry to become world competi- Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Will the Minister of Education,
tive. We want to continue that very cooperative relationshifEmployment and Training advise whether she has any plans
between the State Government and industry in this regardo close schools with enrolments of 200 children or fewer?
The stench of playing the racial card is under my nose fronMany school communities are very concerned about rational-
members opposite, but | hope that all members of thigsation along these lines. In my electorate one such school,

Parliament will support the automotive industry. the North Ingle Primary School, has a population of 170
students and is very concerned about its future after the
ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE Victorian experience.

. i The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: | can categorically inform

Mr GUNN (Eyre): Does the Minister of Education, the honourable member that this Government has not and
Emp!oyment and Training support the appointment at th‘i’certainly will not unilaterally close schools based on an
Aboriginal Community College, at the beginning of this year, 5 hitrary number of students, which is exactly what has
of a non-Aboriginal woman as curriculum service managefapnened in Victoria. Every amalgamation or, indeed, a
who has since failed to deliver any of the accredited coursg§gsre of a school in this State has been based on full
required of her; and has the Minister notified her Federaly,sitation with the community—
counterpart, the Hon. Kym Beazley of the complaints against Members interjecting:
the supervisor of the college administration concerning the )

; : : : e The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: —and the honourable
gr?dpip;‘rgggglt;[set}a::f{]ﬁﬁ)gﬁhnr;mseer;t/si,cg’s)approprlat|on of funOIsmember who interjects very well knows that that is the

. correct position, unlike the Victorian experience where the
The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN. | thank the honourable Government unilaterally on 20 November last year closed 56

member for his question. Perhaps it would be relevant t :
these questions to put on the record that the college has %&g&oiﬁggi SI amtold, is about to close between 100 and 200

fundamental organisational responsibility or accountability ) . .
to the State Government. In fact, the college is a non- Mr'S.J. BAKER: On a point of order, Stan_dlr_lg Order_s
government organisation incorporated under the Associatio§/t€ 0 repetition. We have already had this information
Incorporation Act and, as such, the affairs of the college arBréSented to the House. _

managed by a council established under the constitution. So, 1he SPEAKER: | uphold the point of order.

while I will certainly pursue the matters with respect to the ~ The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: | can provide the honourable
money put into the college by the State Government, it mushember with some new information, and that is that |
be clearly put on the community’s agenda that | cannot marcHnderstand that the Victorian Premier and indeed all Minis-
in with or without hobnail boots and make decisions in aters in Victoria have been banned from appearing o7t

unilateral way. | would not choose to do that, even if | hadReport particularly the Victorian Education Minister, Mr
direct responsibility for all the affairs in the day-to-day Howard, who has been told that he is not allowed to make

running of the college. any media statements or appear onl89 Reporto discuss
The honourable member asks whether | have informed thé€ plans to close between 100 and 200 schools. | am talking

Federal Minister's office. | believe that we have sent toOf further closures in Victoria. | find this amazing and one

Minister Beazley’s office in Canberra a copy of the reportwould have to ask: will this be the kind of approach that a

that came from the college (from the four people who raised0ssible Liberal Government would take? The people of this

these matters). | would be pleased to ascertain the exact dazéate have a right to know whether the Liberal Party has a

of sending that report and any other relevant details th@olicy of banning its—

honourable may find important. | am aware that a curriculum Members interjecting:

officer was appointed. | did not have responsibility for the  The SPEAKER: Order! | ask the Minister to resume her

appointment of that officer and, as to question of Aboriginalseat. The member for Heysen consistently interrupts. Again,
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let me just caution members about their conduct. Thde increasing the amount of loan moneys available, which
honourable Minister. will involve various interest rates from commercial rates
The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: As | was saying, the people down to very low interest rates, subsidised rates, from
have a right to know whether the Opposition has a policy ofs6 million expenditure last year to approximately
banning its Ministers from actually disclosing information on $25 million. All primary producers are eligible for ordinary
an issue as vitally important to the community as educatiorrural assistance.
Again, | will put on the record that we will not adopt the My department is working out for me an assessment of the
unilateral closure of schools based on arbitrary numbers. | almount of damage. Once that assessment is in, | will meet
sure the member for Eyre— with the appropriate senior officers of my department and
Members interjecting: bring down an appropriate response. The honourable member
The SPEAKER: Order! | ask the Minister to wait a can be assured that my department will be doing everything
moment. | warn the member for Morphett. Does the membethat is reasonable and proper to assist the constituents in the
for Morphett hear me? | warn the member for Morphett. Thehonourable member's electorate, because it is a particularly
honourable Minister. important primary production area of South Australia, and my
The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: As | am sure the member for department will do everything that is necessary to ensure that
Eyre would agree, we have continuing in very remotethe problems being experienced are addressed.
communities an excellent quality of education with very
small numbers of students, particularly in our outback areas, HOUSING TRUST TENANTS
as well as in some of our smaller communities a little closer
to the city of Adelaide, and to adopt a policy as the Victorian  The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS (Napier): My question is
Government has done and say that 200 is the cut off numbgfirected to the Minister of Housing, Urban Development and
and we will close all schools under 200 is nothing short ofi gcal Government Relations. Could the Minister tell the
educational bankruptcy. Itis based on no educational policyouse what level of South Australian Housing Trust tenant

no educational philosophy— . debt was outstanding from the 1992-93 financial year? | have
The SPEAKER: Order! There is a pointof order. ~ peen approached by constituents who have expressed to me
Mr S.J. BAKER: On a point of order, the Minister is their concern about an article in tB&inday Mailn which the

debating the matter. Opposition spokesperson for housing alleged that two-thirds

The SPEAKER: | agree. | uphold the point of order. | of that debt was due to absconders.
think the Minister may have fully answered that question. The  tha Hon. G.J. CRAFTER:

honourable member for Chaffey. | thank the honourable

member for his question. | am aware of his interest in this
matter as a former Minister responsible for the Housing Trust
RIVERLAND CROPS and as a member whose electorate contains many Housing
The Hon. P.B. ARNOLD (Chaffey): My question is Trust homes. | am pleas_ed to be ablfe to set the record straight
directed to the Minister of Primary Industries. What supporthere becau_se once again a grave disservice has _b_eer] done to
; 4he reputatlon_of the Housing Trust. If the Opposition is the
whose operations have been affected by frost damage g'thor of the information given to last weeken&anday
recent days to enable them to carry on for the next 12/ail, then it simply gotit wrong, and got it badly wrong.
months? Officers of the Department of Primary Industries As at 30 June 1993, $628 000 was outstanding as a result
have assessed this week’s crop damage, which comes on t© enants absconding with arrears in rent. The proportion of
of recent hail damage, and have declared that crops have begsconders therefore represented 6 per cent of the overall
wiped out for some growers. rental operation debt, bearing in mind there are some 63 000
The Hon. T.R. GROOM: Itis true that a very significant trust rental properties. While there is obviously room for a
amount of frost damage occurred on Monday 11 October anggduction in this figure, it is not even close to the absurd
widespread damage, with loss in almost every districtfigure quoted in th&unday Mailand presumably authored
occurred in the V\/inkie, Monash’ Cobdog|a, Loveday’ Loxtorpy the member for Morphett. The total tenant Charges raised
North, New Residence, parts of Waikerie and parts ofn the trust's rental properties for the 1992-93 financial year
Renmark’ which are all usual frost prone areas, as thwaS$1935 ml”lon,OfWhICh $10.9 million was OUtStanding
honourable member knows. Winkie, Monash and NewasS at 30 June 1993. However, $10.28 million is able to be
Residence were particularly severely hit. | understand that miecovered. In that financial year, the South Australian
department is assessing the amount of damage. The majorZ’EDUSing Trust wrote off 1.5 per cent of the overall debt
of loss is between 10 and 50 per cent as a result of the frosharged to tenants for the year. So, that is an amount
and hail. It is true that some growers have lost a Venﬁubstantia.”y.'ess .than that which is written off in the private
significant proportion of their grape crop. It is too early to Sector in similar circumstances.
predict the loss on apricot crops, which were already atvery | will agree with the member for Morphett that the
low crop levels. introduction of the Commonwealth Privacy Act in mid-1992
As | have said, my department is assessing the amount bfas had a detrimental effect on the processes of the trust in
damage involved, and | am very concerned about th@entifying the whereabouts of absconders. Prior to the
situation. All primary producers are eligible for rural introduction of this Act, the trust through the use of credit
assistance. The rural assistance provided in 1992-93 involvedference association agencies had a 50 per cent success rate
an expenditure of approximately $30 million, whereas in thisn locating absconders. The current success rate has now
case the outside parameter of rural assistance in variousmfortunately been reduced from that figure. However, let me
forms, from loans through to normal RAS interest rateassure the House that the South Australian Housing Trust
subsidies, is probably in the vicinity of $70 million. To assistcontinues through its own resources to actively pursue tenant
the rural sector, apart from exceptional circumstances, | wildebts, and | believe it does a very good job in that regard.
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I am concerned that the Opposition has once agaimerely have to make contract through the bell provided.
attacked the Housing Trust in a very public way and causethdeed, each week—
concern among tenants by saying they are paying for the Members interjecting:
debts of absconders. The Opposition seems hell-bent on The SPEAKER: Order! | advise the Minister to wait until
deriding the Housing Trust and bringing it into disrepute inorder comes to the House.
the community. It is a very valuable organisation in our The Hon. M.J. EVANS: Each week at least one member
community. It enjoys, | believe, a reputation second to nonef the public will take advantage of that opportunity and the
in this country as a public housing authority and deserves thetaff at the office have assured me that that is working
support of the Opposition and the broader community for thextremely effectively. There is no reason at all for any person
very important and difficult work that it does in the com- to be deprived of emergency attention because senior staff
munity. If it is the strategy of the Opposition to attack the members, including the management, are on duty during that
Housing Trust in this way, | can only say that the Oppositionperiod to receive telephone calls and to make contact with
ought to be revealing its policies about the future of thatany member of the public who wishes to seek emergency
important institution, which | have said on previous occasiongissistance. Therefore, the most effective use of that officer’s
the Federal Opposition had indicated it was only too keen téme is achieved.

privatise. Certainly, this Government has not deprived Family and
Community Services of appropriate resources. If we want an
FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES example of that to follow, we can look at the recent report in

Victoria and the millions of dollars that have been taken out
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): My question is  of family services there and slammed by that recent report.
directed to the Minister of Health, Family and Community That is FACS under attack, which is not the situation in South
Services. Does he concede that the demand for suppokustralia.
services from his department has escalated with the reces-
sion? If so, why has he allowed the FACS office in Elizabeth, EDUCATION SPONSORSHIP AND PROMOTION
in his own electorate, to close up to half a day a week, and
why are FACS staffing levels being cut in Whyalla? A Mr HERON (Peake): Can the Minister of Education,
welfare worker has written to me giving the example of aEmployment and Training inform the House of the Govern-
woman faced with serious domestic violence escaping frorment’s policy in relation to sponsorship and promotion in
her home to seek help from the Elizabeth office, only to findschool education and whether guidelines are available for
it closed. The woman was terrified that her husband woul&chools on this important matter?
find her missing, but fortunately she found assistance through The Hon. S.M. LENEHAN: | thank the honourable
other departments. | have received a copy of a letter sent fember for his question. Sponsorships and promotions must
the Minister from members of the Whyalla voluntary supportbe consistent with the generally accepted values, purposes
group stating that staff cuts to the local FACS office wouldand goals of school education in Australia as set out in the
remove vital services and undermine morale at a time wheagreed national goals for schooling. South Australia has
callout costs relating to child protection have almost double@dopted the national code of practice for sponsorship and
in the past year. promotion in school education developed by the Australian
The Hon. M.J. EVANS: The honourable member is Education Council earlier this year. The code includes
asking two questions, but | am happy to deal with both ofPrinciples for both sponsoring organisations and for schools
them. First, the office is not closed for half a day a week: itthemselves, so there are two sets of principles, which of

is closed on Wednesday morning until 10.15 a.m., which i§ourse have been distributed widely, certainly to all schools
not half a day. in South Australia, and to many companies and commercial

organisations in this State.
| assume that the same has happened in other States
ecause the code was actually developed nationally by all

The Hon. D.C. Wotton interjecting:

The Hon. M.J. EVANS: It was closed until 10.15 on a
periodic basis on a Wednesday morning to provide for staf inisters of Education in this country, who agreed to such
training and communication exercises, and to ensure that t%e !

. . : code. For example, the principles for schools include that
maximum advantage is taken ofthatstafftlme so_that IC)"eoplgponsorships and promotion should be used to enhance

a trial basis to assess the efficiency of the process. Howevq
there should be no reason for any individual to be deprive
of an emergency or any other service, because at the door
the FACS office is a large sign indicating that, if emergency:
service is required or if people wish to speak to a seniorn

'is also a requirement that sponsorships or promotions do
t generate undue pressure on children, parents or schools
purchase particular products or services. | believe the code
a balanced one: it allows schools to accept sponsorship that
ay provide, for example, additional computer equipment

officer— _ and, at the same time, it also protects education values from
Mr Olsen interjecting: crass commercialisation.
The SPEAKER: Order! It was interesting to note yesterday that the Opposition

The Hon. M.J. EVANS: There are two questions and | spokesperson on education was unable to join me in a
am dealing with them in the order in which they were askeddiscussion on ABC Radio about this issue and | wonder
I do not think there is a problem with that. Outside the frontwhether this was because the Opposition just does not have
door of the FACS office is a large sign indicating: ‘If you a policy on it, or indeed it may have a secret policy in line
require emergency assistance or wish to speak to a seniaith that of the New South Wales Government, which has
officer of the department (and one is always available duringllowed a number of commercial organisations into schools.
that hour long period from 9 to 10 in the morning) you This is now being raised nationally by parents, community
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groups and educators as a vital concern with respect to some Clearly, what Dr Moody said was that in her opinion—and
of these organisations and the way in which they are pressurwould take recognition of that opinion myself because Dr
ing young children, particularly in families, to buy certain Moody is a person working at the forefront and dealing with
products that we would have to question in terms of healtlthis problem daily—there was increased detection of the
and their overall benefit to students within our educatiorcrime. Her comments were, and we see in numerous reports
system. from criminologists around the country and overseas as well,
that in a democracy such as ours we encourage people to
CRIME RATE come forward. We have broken down the taboos and allowed
the family to come forward and bring these issues to public
Mr MATTHEW (Bright):  Following the recently attention so we can deal with them. We are now seeing a
released Police Commissioner's report, which showsgroblem that has been hidden in our society for many
increases in a range of violent and other crimes in Soutbdecades. It is now being exposed as a consequence of the
Australia, does the Minister of Emergency Services still insiskxcellent work done by our agencies, particularly by the
that the rise is attributable to increased reporting angolice who are working with the Sexual Assault Unit and
detection by police, and not because of more crime beingith the units that are working in support services for victims
committed? If this is so, how does the Minister account forof crime.
the Police Commissioner’'s statement published in this

. . X - X . It must be an enormous struggle for people to make some
morning’sAdvertiserthat, despite the increase in the crime 99 peop

il . . .~ of these decisions; to come out of their family environment
statistics, ‘a very high number of crimes were not being,q 1k publicly about what has happened to them and within
reported to the police™? their family. They are coming forward with confidence
The Hon. M.K. MAYES: 1 would have thought that the pecause they know that they will receive support within the
honourable member would have had his share of beingommunity and they will receive support from the Police
exposed for what he was saying yesterday, having WatChqgepartment. Quite clearly we are now seeing, and the

the television last night— Commissioner is seeing, that what was happening for years

Members interjecting: and years—as he himself would have experienced as a young
The Hon. M.K. MAYES: —and he bobs up again today. police officer, coming through the ranks to become Commis-
Members interjecting: sioner—is that many of those so-called crimes were not being
The SPEAKER: Order! reported; they were not being brought forward.
The Hon. M.K. MAYES: He has gotitwrong aboutthe  The Commissioner, myself as Minister, my predecessors
numbers and he will not accept that. and other people involved in the Police Department are now
Members interjecting: seeing an increased detection level. | am not ashamed of
The SPEAKER: Order! seeing those figures reported because now we know the size

The Hon. M.K. MAYES: The honourable member keeps of the problem and we can address it. | hope the Opposition
coming back and saying we have 49 fewer police officers irunderstands that and that it will join with us in addressing this
operational. He cannot understand the basic Estimates figurissue with all of our agencies—not sitting here and trying to

provided on page 222. score points off us, but trying to work together as a
Mr Matthew interjecting: community to address this serious problem so that we can get
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Bright. {0 the cause. | think that is a much more productive and

The Minister. sensible way of going about it than trying to score a point or

The Hon. M.K. MAYES: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | refer tWo in this Chamber.
to what | said last night when we were interviewed on the
7.30 Repor—and the honourable member may care to go SHEEP LICE
back to the comments made by Dr Moody yesterday morning
on the 5AN program. Dr Moody, who is someone with  Mrs HUTCHISON (Stuart): | address my question to the
hands-on experience in dealing with victims of sexualMinister of Primary Industries. Can he give the House details
offences, said herself that there is an increased level aff the problems relating to sheep lice currently being
detection. This Government has been at the forefronexperienced by some farmers? | understand that compulsory
nationally of bringing forward all those issues. annual dipping of sheep for lice has not been required since
Mr Meier interjecting: 1991. I have received advice from constituents that lice have
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will resume his become a quite severe problem and they have asked what can
seat. Time and time again the member for Goyder has bed}¢ done or what is being done about this.
cautioned. | would seriously advise him to watch his behav- The Hon. T.R. GROOM: | appreciate the question from
iour for the rest of this session. the honourable member. In fact, | thought it might have come
The Hon. M.K. MAYES: Thank you, Mr Speaker. As | from the member for Custance who recently put out a press
was saying, Dr Moody’s comments to Leigh McClusky in therelease saying that there was a lice plague and he blamed the
interview yesterday morning highlighted the fact that suchGovernment cut-backs for it. The fact of the matter is that
comments can only come from someone with hands-osheep lice is a serious problem but the levels are comparable
experience in this area daily, from someone who deals witlvith other States. What occurred in 1991 was that the
the trauma and stress of those people who suffer as ragulations were changed to remove the compulsory annual
consequence of sexual assault or abuse. Dr Moody’s condipping of sheep for lice. This was done at the request of the
ments were clear, that in her view the numbers have ndtarmers Federation, the Advisory Board of Agriculture and
increased but have steadied out at the Queen Elizabethdustry generally, because there is a great cost attached to
Hospital. This area is as exposed as any other area of the cfigrmers being required to annually dip if it is not necessary.
to those crimes as they occur. They wanted to take responsibility and as a result of that
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change owners have an obligation and sole responsibility thack and check her facts before she starts standing up here
treat their own sheep. and accusing people of not knowing what they are doing.
Itis a continuing problem and it is one that my departmenQuite clearly, she has not co-ordinated herself with the
is most concerned with. At the present time we have a jointeader’s office because there are two letters and the last letter
committee of the sheep industry and Department of Primarwas dated 8 October dealing with a summary of the incidents
Industries reviewing the situation. The South Australiarreferred to by the Chairman and Executive Officer of the
Farmers Federation has already stated its commitment tadependent Schools Association. | suggest to the member
reducing the level of Government imposed lice quarantinefor Newland that she go and do her homework properly.
on farms and has said that owners have the responsibility to Members interjecting:
treat their own sheep lice problem. While the problem isa The SPEAKER: Order!
serious matter and does require special attention—and that Members interjecting:
will be given to the industry—the levels are comparable with  The SPEAKER: The House will come to order and we
other States. It has nothing whatever to do with any staffingvill proceed with the business.
issues. Mrs Kotz interjecting:
The member for Custance put out a release in which first The SPEAKER: The member for Newland is out of
he blames us for the locust plague; he blames us for a migsrder.
plague; and now he blames us for a lice plague. He gave us
no praise when it rained recently, which increased the harvest
prospects for farmers. He gave us no praise whatsoever for
that, but if there was a flood he would blame us. So there is
no lice plague in South Australia but there is a serious
situation which is being addressed and it has nothing to do GRIEVANCE DEBATE
with staffing issues. He issued a release saying, effectively:
Lice plague, Venning blames Government cut-backs’, butit The SPEAKER: The proposal before the Chair is that the

has nothing whatever to do with staffing issues. House note grievances.
Members interjecting: .
The SPEAKER: Order! The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Heysen): Earlier today |
asked a question of the Minister of Health, Family and
CRIME RATE Community Services about the closure of his office in his

own electorate at Elizabeth on Wednesday mornings. The
Mrs KOTZ (Newland): | direct my question to the Minister indicated that the office was closed to enable

Minister of Emergency Services. Why did the Minister ignoreofficers to have a meeting. | would like to refer to a letter that
a letter he had written to the Leader of the Oppositiorhas been written to me by a welfare worker in the Minister’s
concerning several attacks on youths in Rundle Mall when hewn electorate. The writer has indicated that it has recently
replied to questions yesterday and said that he had receivedme to his attention that the Elizabeth office of the Depart-
no representation about these attacks? Does he now recalkent of Family and Community Services is closing in order
responding to the Leader in a letter dated 10 Septembetp hold meetings on a Wednesday morning. He points out that
saying that the incident of a teenage boy being bashelde has a number of clients who have been inconvenienced by
appears to be a reasonably isolated matter. Yesterday in thisis decision and he wishes to bring it to my attention in case

House the Minister— there is anything | can do in order to rectify this injustice.
Members interjecting: The writer goes on to say that no other Family and
The SPEAKER: Order! Community Service office is closing its office to the public

Mrs KOTZ: —while replying to me about a series of in order to hold meetings and it therefore seems inappropriate
attacks in Rundle Mall that have been reported to thehat, in an area of such high need, clients are again being
Opposition, stated: ‘I cannot recall a letter coming across myurther disadvantaged. It also appears ironic that this is
desk.’ The Leader of the Opposition received a letter from th@ccurring in the very area in which the current Minister has
Minister written on 10 September in response to the Leaderbeen elected and suggests that the Government’s current
letter, which was written on 7 July in which the Minister commitments to the values of social justice and customer
acknowledged that many assaults go unreported and theervices are no more than lip service.

stated, and | quote: The Hon. T.H. Hemmings: Hear, hear!
The incident referred to in your letter was most unfortunate but  The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | am glad the member for
appears to be a reasonably isolated matter. Napier agrees with that, because it means that the Govern-
Members interjecting: ment services are nothing more than lip service. An example
The SPEAKER: Order! of the increased—
Mrs KOTZ: Five incidents were brought up. The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS: Mr Speaker, | rise on a

The Hon. M.K. MAYES: | suggest that the member for point of order.
Newland actually find out the full facts of the story, because Members interjecting:
there is another letter which | had not seen and that was the The SPEAKER: Order! What is the point of order?
one | was referring to. | found out yesterday that there was The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS: Mr Speaker, the member
a letter dealing with the incidents—not with an incident butfor Heysen was reflecting on me. You did not even have a
dealing with the incidents, dated 8 October. | was not awarehance to hear it because the Deputy Leader was talking to
of that letter. | have since had a reply prepared, and | will begyou; but the member for Heysen reflected on me, Sir.
forwarding that to the Leader of the Opposition, dealing with The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Napier will
the incidents mentioned by the Leader. That was the letterresume his seat. The member for Napier has not made his
thought the Leader was referring to. The member ought to gpoint of order. He has said he was reflected upon. He is
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correct, my attention was diverted momentarily. If thetwo bob each way. Now we find that the office should not be
member identifies the reflection and if he requests a withelosed during business hours. If | heard the member for
drawal, | will ask the member for Heysen to withdraw the Heysen correctly, they should be ready for a call-out. What

offending comment. are they going to do? Are they going to catch a bus? It is
The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS: | was out of my place, bizarre.
sitting next to the member for Henley Beach— The real purpose of my address is not to answer the arrant

The SPEAKER: If the member for Napier does not get nonsense of Opposition members who, at the end of a long
on with his point of order, | will ask him to resume his seatsession, are short of issues and are not allowed to speak on
and we will get on with the debate. policy. | say that every time | get an opportunity: they are not

The Hon. T.H. HEMMINGS: The member for Heysen allowed to speak on policy. In fact, they are muzzled on
said that | agreed with him. | did not agree with anything. policy.

The SPEAKER: There is a point of order that the Chair | wantto talk about some of the problems regarding roads
will take: if the member for Napier takes one more frivolousin the Playford electorate, this time with a different focus
point of order, he will be named. The member for Heysen.from that of the Department of Road Transport. The

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | want to refer to an example Salisbury council spent a great deal of money opening up
of the increased difficulties caused to residents as a result dfelson Road. Some years ago Nelson Road was a major road
this office being closed recently. A woman in a seriousthrough my electorate. It was a dirt track, it went up and
domestic violence relationship was seeking help withdown a series of gullies and, for reasons of safety and other
financial assistance and counselling to help her to move o@rPoses, it was closed about 20 years ago. .
of a very violent relationship. She was being kept a virtual ~ The road was progressively reopened in sections with a
prisoner in her own home and managed to get out for a shofigh quality road being built in about six phases. Since early
time only on this day. She went to the office, only to find it 1992 that road has been opened in its entirety. The problem
closed. The woman was terrified that her husband wouléf that many roads join Nelson Road, some of which carry a
discover that she was missing and was greatly distressé@nsiderable volume of traffic. One of those roads is Kesters
when she turned up at the agency. | believe it is totallyRoad. Traffic travelling east on Kesters Road approaching
inappropriate that a FACS office should be closed at all td\elson Road is blind on the left hand side. | put to the

enable officers to have a meeting particularly in an area opalisbury council that at the very least there ought to be
such high need. traffic control measures there, such as a stop sign.

| also refer to a cut in services in the Department for Other roads come down to Nelson Road, namely, Billa-
Family and Community Services in Whyalla, and | want toPong, Murrell, and one or two other roads such as that where
quote from a copy of a letter that has been sent to the Ministe¥dain the visibility is very poor because of the undulating
by the Whyalla Voluntary Organisations Support Group. ItSurface on which Nelson Road is built. Again, | believe that
states: on these roads traffic devices, such as give-way signs, stop

The above group is appalled at the proposed funding cuts to th igns and other measures, including in some Instf’;lnces road
social and also the health services in Whyalla. We do not have t6l0sures, should be looked at before serious accidents take
remind you of the depressed conditions’in this area and of thplace.
overwork of social workers to combat the problems created by At this stage the recently opened Nelson Road is carrying
ggaﬂﬂfgﬂe\?\}hg?s'o” and the number of disadvantaged familigstajr amount of traffic. In my view, when the residents in my

To further cut the staffing levels in the local FACS Departmentf':’“‘ea and in other areas r?al'se how Conven'_ent this road is as
may need this branch to cause the cessation of various preventifieconnects Modbury straight through to Salisbury East, that
services that the department is currently offering, especially as theoad will be used much more in future and that will increase
I(:allt-outs for child protection situations have almost doubled in thehe danger to my constituents. | hope that the Salisbury
astyear. _ _ ~ council will take some remedial action. | also hope that it will
Again, itis totally inappropriate that funds should be cut inhave another look at the opening of this road and see that a
an office where there is such a high need. I support the clairfurther phase of work is necessary which should include the
that has been made by the Whyalla Voluntary Organisationstallation of traffic control mechanisms at a number of very
Support Group, and | call on the Minister—I do not know dangerous key points on that road.
whether he has yet responded to that letter—to ensure that—

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member'stime  Mr GUNN (Eyre): | wish to raise a matter of concern

has expired. which has been—
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON:—that funding is retained. Mr Atkinson interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Heysen willnot ~ The SPEAKER: Order!
speak over the Chair. The member for Playford. Mr GUNN: The honourable member is, as usual, in cloud

cuckoo land or looking for fairies in the garden. However, |

Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Ithinkitis rather bizarre that will continue, because | wish to raise a matter which is of
the member for Heysen goes on about the closure for an hoaoncern to my constituents relating to the proposed cuts in
and 15 minutes of the Elizabeth FACS office, yet hisstaffing levels at the Ceduna Area School. | have been
colleague the member for Hanson does not even want thogeovided with a copy of the school council minutes of 29
people to use a car outside office hours. The Opposition iSeptember. In view of the isolated nature of the area, | think
complaining that the office is closed for an hour and 15it is important that the best standard of education should be
minutes on a Wednesday morning. What happens after rovided for the people who live there. It is unwise and
o’clock at night or before 9 o’clock in the morning? If this is unnecessary to interfere with the secondary staffing levels at
the only issue that the honourable member can dredge up,that school, because the students are entitled to have the same
is pretty pathetic. Indeed, the Opposition wants it every whictwide range of curriculum as is available anywhere else in the
way. We have heard before that Opposition members war8tate. The minutes state:
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In a nutshell, this means that possibly up to five secondary stafiappened in Robe River, with the sort of people the members
may not be placed next year, but, because of the 45 km limit, theppposite support—the New Right, the extreme right in

cannot be moved from Ceduna—unless they wish to move. (Ther: ; ; ; ; e
is o pressure for them at present to be moved). fhdustrial relations in this country. This is what happened. In

If these staff members decided to stay in Ceduna, they wouldfS relentless pursuit of higher profits, Robe River manage-
become TRTs. Some are concerned that this possible change woutient forced the reclaimer (a piece of equipment at Robe
affect self-esteem, job security, etc. The affected teachers would stiRiver) to work at higher speeds and greater capacity until it
be on full pay, but 40 per cent of their time would be as TRTs andgye jtself apart and killed a father of two young boys. | was

the other 60 per cent, if they wanted to, would be to assist witl . .
special projects, help in larger classes or as support to studentsnnere' | show emotion and | make no apology to the House.

there are no special projects, they would not have to do amythian'dllS t"(‘jere and | saw the photographs and spoke to people
else. involved.
It was put to the meeting that this situation would severely affect Why do | get upset and angry when | stand in this place

the schoal. . that several matters had not been taken into accou ; ; e [t
by the Education Department and was this decision to be "and ta_lk about |ndu_str|al relations? It is becau_se m_embers
accepted—or fought? opposite, who are dictated to by the employers in this State,
The minutes o on: will not come out and release their policies and will not tell

9 ) workers what conditions they will work under. They will not

The first step was to ask if any teacher wanted to move on—ngg|| orkers, for example, at what sort of minimum rate youth
volunteers. Second step to identify those teachers exempt; e.g. after,

ateacher has completed 10 years service, he/she has to transfer 3l P& engaged; will it be, as under Hewson's plan, $3 or
but if transferred back in is exempt for three years. . . 3.50?7 Will they allow employers to negotiate away penalty

It goes on to state: rates, overtime rates, shift allowances and holiday loadings?

The problem is aggravated by introduction of open access Whicﬁm we do not hear anything from members opposite. Not a
has already ‘swallowed up’ an extra teacher—the school used to t of information do we get from them. They adopt an

allocated for years 11 and 12 students. attitude of ‘Keep silent, give the workers the old mushroom
It then goes on to state (and this is very important): treatment,, beqause we know the m0\’/e.by the extreme right
in this country is to suppress workers' rights.

Another fact to consider is the large school card holders at CAS i ; ;
(approximately 55 per cent). Isolation is another. If Ceduna loses its For over 100 years in industrial relations we have had a

high school, the closest would then be Port Lincoln, Whyalla or PorByStem that protected workers and those people who could
Augusta (all 400 km or more away). This would mean separatiomot afford to go into the courts or to engage a lawyer to
from the family unit, as well as additional cost of sending child awayprotect their interests. So, by association with the trade union

to school. At present schools are compensated for high school ca| i icati
numbers, Abgriginal students and dist%nce. Ceduna gArea Schoolfiﬁqvemem’ by gathering together as an or_gan_lsatlon—a
benefiting but so are all affected other schools. To the Educatiot hion—they ha.ve.been able to protect their ,”ghts and
Department, Ceduna Area School is just another statistic, costingiterests. In my lifetime | cannot remember one thing that any
money over those schools in the city area. Formulae are used to wogonservative organisation or a Liberal Party has given to the
out staffing numbers to the number of students, but. . . working class in this State or nation.

Then it goes on to give a further explanation in relation to the Members interjecting:

difficulties which would apply in relation to the school when ~ Mr HAMILTON: The member for Custance may well
this proposition took place. | would ask the Minister of mock me, but I know from my experience as a working class
Education, Employment and Training and her officers to givdboy—and | am proud of it—that nothing has been given to
this matter very serious attention as a matter of urgencyhe workers of this country by a conservative organisation or
because | do not believe the course of action as set out in thke Liberal Party. They want to slaughter the conditions of
minutes of the school council would in any way benefitworking class people.

education in the Far West of South Australia, and it certainly Recently | went to Western Australia and talked to the
would cause a great deal of dissatisfaction within theshadow Minister. The Opposition had proposed and wanted
community, particularly the school community. | thereforeto discuss in the Parliament more than 200 amendments to
call on the Minister to take urgent action. | intend to continueindustrial relations legislation. What did the Court Govern-
to follow up this matter, because | am particularly concernedment do? It brought down the guillotine in a matter of eight

| do not believe it is necessary or wise that people living inhours. | challenge the Liberal Party, if it has any guts at all
the isolated parts of the State continue to be penalised. Wa industrial relations matters, to come out and tell the
have already had the attempt to take away the water on theorkers before the next State election what it intends to do,

Barrier Highway. how it will slaughter them, because we on this side of the
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time House know that, if it does that, it will not be elected.
has expired. The member for Albert Park. Members opposite want to give workers the mushroom

treatment. | believe the workers are far more intelligent than
Mr HAMILTON (Albert Park): | was born into a to accept the garbage that members opposite want to up to the
working class family, and I am proud to say that. I have beenvorking class people in this country. Profits before workers’
a worker all my life, still consider myself a worker and will safety: profits before working class families.
die a worker, and | am proud of the working class of this  Members interjecting:
country. | say this in relation to an industrial relations issue— The SPEAKER: Order!The member for Custance.
a matter that members opposite do not have the intestinal
fortitude to discuss—because we on this side of the House are Mr VENNING (Custance): | will not even comment on
well aware of what their cohorts and their ilk in Victoria and the previous speech, because it is a speech from the past.
Western Australia have done to the workers. They hav&esterday we heard in this House the concerns about the
slaughtered workers’ conditions in those States. MFP and the lack of confidence of the Japanese counterparts.
Let me give an illustration. When | was talking to the | was very concerned about what | read in the morning paper.
shadow Minister of Industrial Relations in Western Australia,The answer that the Premier gave in this House did not give
| almost cried, and | will tell you why, Sir: this is what me any confidence that what | read was not the actual fact.
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We have heard much about this project and | am afraid it isre quite overwhelming and it is a far cry from when an
turning to ashes in the mouth. The pity of it is that the MFPAustrian monk, Gregor Mendel, first began his experiments
is to become yet another lost opportunity, joining manywith pea plants, which led to our modern knowledge about
projects before it. | remember way back the project ofgenetics. We have gone far beyond that because of our
Monarto. This Government has shown yet again—and it isapacity to manipulate that genetic information.
not a laughing matter at all—that it can be relied on for only
two things: it is incapable of managing anything, and it lacks  In a recent statement dated 15 October 1992 the Common-
even the courage of its own convictions to get things dongvealth Minister for Science and Technology, Ross Free,
It seems to be incapable of getting its own decisions off th¢laimed that something like 70 Australian companies and
ground. The continued resistance or hesitation of potentidesearch institutions were actively developing genetically
participants to commitment is entirely predictable. We cannofmanipulated organisms for a wide range of applications
blame the people involved with this concept, but it could allincluding food production, agriculture, forestry, environment-
have been overcome with prompt, direct, decisive action bl management, pharmaceuticals and animal health care. In
the Government. As usual, this Government prevaricates aridct, the CSIRO, he went on to say, is using genetic engineer-
allows the seeds of doubt to be planted and then to grow. ifig in almost half its research divisions. The regulatory
looks as though the bitter harvest is about to be reaped. @imate for GMOs is important for the successful develop-
looks as though this Government is about to become yet agafient of these applications, which may have enormous
the victim of its own shillyshallying. We know so many implications for business investment in this country, enor-
examples of this. The MFP, the concept of which | believemous implications for agriculture, forestry or horticulture
in, is to be another victim of that. and, indeed, in the whole area of human health.

The Government demonstrated the same sort of attitude L L
to the Entertainment Centre; we all know the history of that, 1 he report concluded that the existing voluntary guidelines
Many called it a white elephant. The gestation period wen{hat have been in process now for at least 10 years have been
through three elections. At the first election we saw theeffective but, because of the explosion of interest and activity

Government down there with the TV cameras and a shovel? this area, itis time that the voluntary regime was replaced
at the second election we saw members down there with & @ regulatory regime, particularly with the commercial
few posts and a bit of wire; and at the third election weihtroduction of the technology in a number of countries.

actually saw them down there with a few stones. The The principal aim of the legislation as | understand it will

Entertainment Centre went through three elections. While i .
e to provide for mandatory assessment and management of

was being built, what happened? An alternative was built, an T
the problem now is that we have two entertainment centre'gem'f'e‘j risk at each stage from research proposal through

and that is part of the reason of why it is not viable Scale-up and field trials to the release of an organism. | guess

. . embers would understand why there should be dangers in
The MFP is ab.out.to b.e overtaken py anoth_er eleqtlon. g;l of this. First, there are the dangers to the research workers
wonder whether it will withstand a third election. With a

change of Government it certainly will not. Either it will be Lﬁigi‘fg&e; 'Qﬁiﬁgg”ggtcghnaé&hfﬁresrgfi% iﬂg \éiv:ggcraersbif
Egltlt l\?vhheenpg?f)%\g;é\g'g};hfofgﬁ’é%pgf?itsepilﬁrm:ggs?;;tewvcle release into the wider environment of genetically manipulated
saW a completely differentytype of Government. with theorganisms, which could have quite dire effects. We have seen

. : .~ the dire effects of the release of natural organisms into
Dunstan, Bannon and Arnold Administrations ushered in. I% . : ; - h
was an era of chronic bureaucracy, red tape and vacillatio nvironments which provided a lush environment for their

. N, " ropagation. We now have quite strict regulatory controls on
on hard issues. We saw a SV".’“ght out !ack of ability over th at. It is important that they be maintained also in the area
years to make the hard decisions and implement them. The enetic manipulation
fiddled while our economy burned to the ground. No wonde 9 P )

the electorate has no confidence in them any more. NO 4 jg g5 important that we make clear that what we are
wonder the Japanese are about to pull the plug on thejging about are the techniques of modern molecular biology
involvement with the MFP. o and not about traditional selective breeding. That is well
Time is of the essence in dealing with high technology. By, ngerstood and something that has been effectively controlled
the time this Government moves or builds the MFP, thgq quite some time. Itis important that a clear distinction be
planning will be totally out of date. Yet again this Govern- jade petween the approval to develop or release an organism
ment totally lacks real leadership in getting on with the jobgpq the approval and end use of products. It is suggested that
and has left us outin the cold. How much has been wasted Qg qythority be set up to control this. The authority would not
the project? The Government has highly paid people ifhaye the power to approve the importation of organisms. At
various positions. | do not hold them responsible for that, b“bresent the Australian Quarantine Inspection Service
money is being spent hand over fist. One can go to Gillmaocedures are to seek advice from GMAC with regard to

and have a look. What has happened on the ground physicafiqests to import live GMOs. That approach should be
that we can see? Absolutely nothing! No wonder the peoplggntinued and formalised.

of this State, its industries and overseas people do not have

any confidence in this Government. People will decide the The committee recommends that the Commonwealth
fate of this Government. It has vacillated for too long. WeGovernment pursue with the State and Territory Governments
have been boxing in the air. It is time we got a Governmenthe need to give legislative force throughout Australia for the

with good ideas and put them into practice. Australian code of practice for the care and use of animals for

. these purposes, and | support that.
The Hon. D.J. HOPGOOD (Baudin): 1 want to carry on

briefly a theme that | introduced in an earlier debate. The
possibilities inherent in the new technology involving GMOs [Sitting suspended from 3.38 to 4.23 p.m.]



942 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 14 October 1993

issues that we have had to deal with. A future Liberal
ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION BILL Government would want to look at it very closely. Some
amendments that were moved in this place were not agreed
and there was a similar situation in another place. There-
ore, we would want to look at the legislation on coming to
Gvernment. However, at this stage, the Opposition supports
he amendment that has been sent to us from another place.
The Hon. M.K. MAYES: | thank the Opposition for its
pport. | endorse the comments made by the member for
eysen about the importance of this Bill. | think this is a very
%ignificant day for this Parliament as this is one of the most
important pieces of legislation to be passed in this Chamber

The Legislative Council intimated that it did not insist on
its amendment No. 13 to which the House of Assembly ha
disagreed; that it had agreed to the amendments made by t
House of Assembly to the Legislative Council’'s amendmen
No. 38 without amendment; and that it had, in lieu of its
amendment No. 18 to which the House of Assembly ha%u
disagreed, made the following alternative amendment, 10,
which the Legislative Council desired the concurrence of th

House of Assembly:
Page 32, line 27 (clause 38)—After ‘Subject to this part’ insert

‘and the regulations’. and the other place. _
Consideration in Committee. | cannot mention some officers, but | thank all those who
The Hon. M.K. MAYES: | move: have been involved in the process. | am delighted that we
That the alternative amendment made by the Legislative Councfl@v€ reached a satisfactory compromise. | would have
in lieu of amendment No. 18 be agreed to. preferred the original proposition, but one has to be pragmatic

As | understand the wishes of the other place, the amendmelft these situations in accepting the outcome, and | certainly
will encompass various actions and will be incorporatecf©- | am pleased to join the Opposition in finally agreeing to
within the regulations. In other words, we shall have thehis amendment in this place.

capacity to have regulations within the Act to which the Act  Motion carried.

refers. | think that will satisfy the needs expressed by the
other place. There will be a reference to regulations within ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE

the clause, and that can be established by the due processesry . spEAKER: Order! | wish to clarify a point that was

of the Parliament. : . ; : .
. o raised in Question Time today about the Aboriginal College
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: The Opposition supports the at Port Adelaide. | have been on the board of the Port
ameljdment. This has been a very cpmp_lex issue. There Walelaide College of TAFE for 10 years which has an
considerable debate on that clause in this place and | unde,&boriginal component, and | misheard the question. | wish
stand there was a debate of similar length in another pla " )

The proposition that has come to us from another place .g?o clarify that I am not on the board or the council of the
propositi u P : ﬂboriginal College. | mistook the question to be about the

sensible compromise. | know_ that some in the communityrs e college where, as far as | am aware, there is absolutely
would have preferred the original amendment moved iNo difficulty at all

another place to have been included in the final legislation.
That was not possible, but the compromise that has been ADJOURNMENT
reached is sensible.
As | have previously said, this legislation is very import- At 4.35 p.m. the House adjourned until Tuesday 19
ant. This is one of the most important Bills on environmentaloctober at 2 p.m.
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3. What action has the Government taken to increase the space
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY in cages for laying hens in line with the Australian Model Code of

Practice for the Welfare of Animals No. 2, Domestic Poultry, Second
IEdi_tionr;] andis thhe G?]vefrnment preparedbto ‘tax’ eggs produ?ed lra]y
aying hens so that the free range eggs become more popular thus
Tuesday 12 October 1993 phasing out the system of laying hens; if not, why not?

The Hon. T.R. GROOM:
| 1. Ihn South Australia it is elstima}ed that ﬁbout 75 per cent of
aying hens are on commercial egg farms. This is a very tentative

QU ESTIONS ON NOTICE figure based on an estimate carried out by the former South
Australian Egg Board in the 1980s. The remaining 25 per cent of
laying hens are in small domestic poultry flocks mainly in urban
areas and there are no records collected for such flocks. There are
STATE BANK no indications that the situation has changed in recent years.
2. The question s difficult to answer because ‘clutches’ relates

73.  MrBECKER: Did the State Bank of South Australia lose 0 groups of eggs laid by birds. However, in view of the previous
$500 000 as a result of articles written by thevertiserjournalist ~ reference to Question on Notice No. 429 the answer refers to

David Hellaby and published on 7 and 8 August 1992 and, if so, ho\,ﬂlternative systems of housing laying hens. As far as is known there
did the bank incur this loss? as been no major move to house hens in alternative systems of

o . housing such as aviaries and percheries which are used to a limited

T_heIH?r?. II-YNN ARN%LE' tr|1t |sStn(:t %OSSI'(ble to calctljtlatfe yExtentin the European Community. Hens not housed in laying cages
precisely the 0SS Incurrea by the state Sank as a result or My goyth Australia are generally housed in traditional deep litter

Hellaby’s article but based on evidence provided by the bank

) ; stems.
branch manetl)?ers ‘t"?”d ?ea}g office staff, | am advised that $500,000"3 ™ A(\stralian Model Code of Practice for the Welfare of Animals
IS areasonable esuimate or. No.2, Domestic Poultry, Second Edition, with respect to recommend-

the loss of earnings on investments and loans which did nogd space allowances for laying fowls in cages states that the revised

proceed as a result of the article; and stocking densities will be introduced on 1 January 1995 unless
the time spent by bank officers in investigating and defendingesearch completed by that day demonstrates there are no animal
the allegations. welfare gains to be derived from adopting the new standards.
The matter is currently being considered by the Agriculture and
EGG INDUSTRY Resource Management Council of Australia and New Zealand which
has requested a report by February 1994. _ _
127. MrBECKER: The Government is not prepared to ‘tax’ eggs produced in laying

. . cages. If egg prices rose in South Australia following the application
1. Further to the answer to Question on Notice No. 429 of theyf such a tax, cheaper eggs would enter South Australia from other
previous session, what is the percentage of laying hens on commettates. This would place local egg producers at a competitive
cial farms in South Australia? disadvantage and result in the demise of a large part of the South
2. How many laying hens have been rehabilitated and now livAustralian egg industry with little, if any, net benefit to the welfare
in clutches? of hens in Australia.



