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A process aimed at the reform of intergovernmental
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY relations and arrangements was initiated in 1990 by the

former Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, at the instigation of the
Wednesday 23 February 1994 States. A series of Special Premiers Conferences was held
. with high levels of exchange between leaders of the
D rgh:niF:eEQjK;Zyggn' G.M. Gunn) took the Char at 2 Commonwealth, the States, the _Territories_ and Ic_>c_a| govern-
T ' ment. However, under Mr Keating as Prime Minister, the
Federal Government’s position has hardened, based on
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY pushing for an extension of its influence and power and with
little or no commitment to recognition of State and Territory
A petition signed by 11 residents of South Australiapriorities and issues. The agenda for COAG continues to
requesting that the House urge the Government to phase oigflect this point of view.
intensive animal husbandry practices was presented by |note thatlast night, the Prime Minister delivered a major

Mr Becker. speech proposing a new agenda for cooperation between the
Petition received. Commonwealth and the States. | think he called it the new
partnership. However, under his Government so far this has
MILK BOTTLES been very much a one-way street. The last two Federal

budgets have entrenched the effect of vertical fiscal imbal-
A petition signed by 1 144 residents of South Australiaance; that is, the Federal Government continues to raise the
requesting that the House urge the Government not to allowajority of the revenue and control its allocation while it
the use of plastic milk bottles was presented by Mr Beckerexpects the States to take on increased responsibility for

Petition received. funding key services.
The States and Territories need far greater predictability
PAPERS TABLED in their access to revenue and more flexibility in their use of
. . those Federal funds that are allocated to States and Territories
The following papers were laid on the table: for delivery of important services such as health, education
By the Premier (Hon. Dean Brown)— and housing. More and more, Federal funds allocated to

Response to Report of the Economic and Finance CommitStates and Territories have been tied as Canberra has insisted
Reéf)?)rllr;te?ttg?hLeJSR?e?)folftX(tﬁrtﬂgl I(E:coc?nsgrthﬁcn:asﬁd Finance on increasing its inﬂ.uence and cqntrol. Com.rOI of St.ate
Committee into Executive Structures and Salaries.  dudgets has been seriously undermined by the increase in the
transfer of funds as tied grants rather than as general purpose
COMMONWEALTH-STATE RELATIONS payments.
This financial year, almost 48 per cent of Commonwealth
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Premier): | seek leave to allocations to South Australia are in the form of special
make a ministerial statement about Commonwealth-Stateurpose payments. This proportion has increased by more
relations. than 10 per cent over the past decade. While there will always
Leave granted. be a case for some special purpose payments, provided that
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | wish to inform the House they are properly negotiated rather than imposed upon the
of my Government's approach to Commonwealth-StateStates, it is time for this overall trend to be reversed—and
relations. It is appropriate that | do so, with the Council ofreversed quickly. The case for reform of Commonwealth-
Australian Governments (COAG) to meet in Hobart onState financial relations is overwhelming. Economic and
Friday, to be followed next month by the annual Premiersother reforms involving the Commonwealth and the States
Conference. have been pursued through COAG.
I make clear at the outset that my Governmentintendsto The work occurring within COAG, particularly the
be a constructive participant in the process of developingnicroeconomic reform agenda, has been focused on the
improved Commonwealth-State relations. We will not beCommonwealth’s requirements for State based reform. At the
seeking confrontation for the sake of it. Nor will we be same time, however, the Commonwealth has resisted efforts
compliant in Canberra’s push for much wider powers at theéo concentrate equally on those areas that require reform at
expense of the States—as our predecessors were in th€ommonwealth level. The Commonwealth has been entirely
handling of major issues such as native title and the proposedsistant to any scrutiny of its own budget and bureaucracy
world heritage listing of the Lake Eyre region. and to the question of growing Commonwealth powers. This
The year 2001 will mark the centenary of our federation.is not a situation that South Australia will continue to tolerate.
By then, we must establish a system for dealing with In relation to financial issues, dealing with vertical
Commonwealth-State relations which removes the currerftnancial imbalance and the decreasing proportion of funds
uncertainties inherent in the financial powers and resourcdbat are tied is crucial to improving the flexibility and
of the States and Territories, the expensive duplication ofiability of the budgets of the States and Territories. At
functions and the unnecessary point-scoring which hav€OAG on Friday South Australia will take the position that,
become hallmarks of Commonwealth-State relations in recests a precondition of its cooperation with the economic reform
years. If we fail this test, then we will have failed to matureissues being driven by the Federal Government, Canberra
politically as a nation. must be prepared to participate in a genuinely cooperative
In this statement, | will make some general commentvay to achieve real progress in addressing urgent financial
about recent developments in Commonwealth-State relationssues, and to allocate clearly responsibilities between the
as a background to the approach we intend to take at COAGommonwealth and the States.
initially, and to dealing subsequently with other matters of In saying this, | make it clear that my Government
importance to the Commonwealth and to South Australia. supports national economic reform in the interests of
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improving the international competitiveness of the AustralianTerritories need to work together to reach a common position
economy. Developments in this process are to be discusséalimpose maximum pressure on the Federal Government to
at COAG. In preparing for the meeting the Federal Governfecognise the very legitimate and important roles of the States
ment has been making a concerted push to accelerate natioirathese areas. In cases such as these, the States and Territor-
adoption of competitive policy based on the recommendaies need a forum to collectively consider their respective
tions of the Hillmer report, which was published last year.positions. They need a forum to provide a starting point for
These recommendations are far reaching in seeking universalnew round of thinking and discussion between the States,
and uniformly applied rules of market conduct by all marketthe Territories and the Commonwealth.
participants regardless of ownership or form of business. I will have more to say in the near future about how South
They have very important implications for the operationsAustralia proposes to deal with Mabo and world heritage
of agencies such as the Electricity Trust and our owristing issues. In the meantime, to summarise the approach of
Government owned ports, including a requirement ultimatelymy Government with respect to dealing with Commonwealth-
to pay Federal income tax. If the Federal Government had itState relations, it will be one of being firm, consistent and
way the implementation of these proposals would put at riskoherent in our dealings with Canberra and with the other
hundreds of jobs of public sector employees here in SoutBtates to ensure South Australia’s interests are fully protected
Australia and cost the State tens of millions of dollars in losin the context of the overall national interest.
revenue. Canberra’s proposals on competition policy may
also require changes to indenture agreements already signed ALGAE
and supporting Roxby Downs, the Cooper Basin and the BHP o
Whyalla projects. Members will appreciate, therefore, that The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Minister for Industry,
this issue is of fundamental importance to our State’dlanufacturing, Small Business and Regional Develop-
economic future. ment): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
In our approach at COAG, we will argue that these Leave granted.
reforms should not be introduced in ways which increase the The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | wish to advise the House of
Commonwealth’s dominance. We will seek a formal inter-the current situation in respect of the toxic bloom in Lake
government agreement, supported by clearly definedlexandrina. The bloom is concentrated around Hindmarsh
processes, to guarantee the State’s joint control of top levé$land, particularly near Goolwa and Clayton. The bloom
decision-making. Where there is disproportionate cost foproduces toxins which can affect the nervous system and
South Australia in the reform process we will propose that théubstances which can cause skin reactions. This is not a new
principle of transitional assistance should apply. Preferablyproblem: toxic algae was first documented as early as 1878.
this should be in the form of untied financial assistance tdt is a world-wide problem that occurs during calm, fine
allow South Australia to determine its own forms of dealingweather and at times of low flow in the Murray River.
with the transition. Ultimately, the bottom line of our  The water containing high concentrations should not be
approach will be that participation in national policy reformsdrunk or used for washing or cooking. Recreational users
is conditional on the States attaining greater flexibility andshould avoid contact with water of blue-green appearance,
predictability in gaining access to revenues. This means @specially if there are scums on the surface. E&WS water
smaller proportion of tied grants; and guaranteed untiegupply from Milang has been shut down. Water from
grants allocations in place of them is our minimum initial Strathalbyn and Milang is being supplied from the
position. Strathalbyn reservoir, supplemented with bore water from
In linking the COAG agenda to outcomes to be decidedVacclesfield as required. The water supply from Clayton is
ultimately through the Premiers Conference, | emphasise thaffected. The Strathalbyn District Council responsible for that
our approach is in the national interest as well as in théupply has warned consumers not to use the water for
interests of each individual State and Territory. The Stategrinking, cooking and washing. Uncontaminated water is
and Territories will be better able to fund and pursue probeing supplied from a tanker. Domestic water supplies at
active regional policies when they have access to morblarrung and Point McLeay are not affected by the bloom.
flexible and more adequate shares of revenue. Fiscal equalisa- As part of its monitoring process, an aerial survey is being
tion will also promote efficiency and stability and, as such,carried out today to identify the extent of the bloom. This was
it will be an aid, not a hindrance, to micro-economic reform.not possible yesterday because of cloud cover in the area. The
In my Government’s approach to COAG and to otherresults will be reviewed tomorrow. The bloom is dependent
forums for dealing with Commonwealth-State relations, weon weather conditions. Windy, cooler conditions lead to a
will also take the view that the strength of the States andlispersion of the bloom.
Territories will stand or fall on their capacity to maintain a  Information leaflets on how to identify blue-green algae
mutually shared approach. To achieve this | believe the Stategd the appropriate precautions to be taken are available from
and Territories need to consider having their own regulaall E&WS offices, the Department of Environment and
forum. | will be raising this with my State and Territory Natural resources, the Department of Primary Industries and
colleagues tomorrow afternoon when we meet. Such a forunecal government offices. The E&WS will constantly monitor
can lead to greater cooperation between States and Territoriggd take water samples from around the lake and issue safety
in dealing with matters which are entirely within their own warnings when the levels are unacceptable. This practice will
jurisdiction. As well, it would allow our Governments to continue.
consider their individual positions on matters which also

involve the Commonwealth, with a view to reaching a LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE
common position to take to the Commonwealth on as many . .
issues as possible. Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): | bring up the third report

Mabo and the Commonwealth’'s approach to world(1994) of the committee and move:
heritage listing are two cases in point where the States and That the report be received and read.
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Motion carried. implications. In fact, carried through fully under the Hillmer
recommendations, South Australia could not offer specialist
QUESTION TIME financial incentives to new industrial development in this

State. That is a very serious threat to the long-term economic
development of South Australia.
It concerns me that the Commonwealth Government is

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD (Leader of the Opposition): pushing ahead with the Hillmer recommendations, not
Given the Premier's comments in his ministerial statemen't‘nders.t"jm.d.'ng the very 5|gn_|f|cant impact they would have
on the Hillmer Report on National Competition Policy, will on the individual States, particularly the smaller States. That
he, at the COAG meeting in Hobart, support the establishd0€S not mean that | am opposed to the concept of ultimately
ment of a national competition council and a competitionaving greater competition, particularly amongst State trading
commission; what arguments will he put forward on thelrganisations. . o
utility or otherwise of those proposed bodies to South The other thing that is ironic is that the Federal Govern-
Australia; and what conditions will he require from the Ment itself is not prepared to subject itself to the same

Commonwealth before supporting the establishment of sucfandards as it is now asking State Governments to apply to
bodies? their own instrumentalities. In particular, | understand that

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am delighted that the Australia Post, along with a number of other Federal institu-

Leader of the Opposition has raised this issue, which }ONS: 1S to be exempt from the recommendations of the
touched on in my ministerial statement. There are some pretyilimer report. _

fundamental issues at stake when one looks at the adoption That highlights the sort of imbalance that the Federal
of the Hillmer recommendations. | have no overall objectionGovernmentis trying to create within Australia. | would say
to the principle that Professor Hillmer has laid down in histhat, if the Federal Government's proposals on the Hillmer

report at Federal level; that is, that we need to improve th&eport were to be adopted, along with a number of other
competitive position of all trading organisations, including"€commendations being made by the Federal Government on

State-owned enterprises. the COAG agenda and some other is§ues being dealt thh off
| have some serious concerns with the proposal that ha[?e_ COAG agenda such as native title and world heritage
been put by the Commonwealth in this regard. SoutHStng: by the year 2000, or the centenary of our Constitution
Australia and a number of other States—and 1 think | cari? 2001,phe position of the States in Australia would be under
indicate that they tend to be the smaller States by populd/€"Y Serious threat and be seriously weakened.
tion—are combining to put an alternative point of view in ~ The Hon. Lynn Arnold interjecting:
terms of the adoption of the Hillmer recommendations. In  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am saying that that is—
particular, | raise the implication of the Hillmer report, and  The Hon. Lynn Arnold interjecting:
that is that, in going for national competition amongst all The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The honourable member has
these organisations, State trading organisations should, firlist ignored my comment; if he understood the issues
be subject to the Trade Practices Commission and, secondhggarding COAG, he would know that what he has just talked
and ultimately in the second stage of implementation, bebout is the Commonwealth Government’s position. That is
subject to income tax at the Federal level. exactly it.
Let us look at some of the implications of that. First,as | The Hon. Lynn Arnold interjecting:

said in my ministerial statement, every indenture agreement The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Leader of the Opposi-

in South Australia would come under the full scrutiny of thetjon appears to be somewhat thick in the head. | thought | had
Trade Practices Commission, and that would mean that thoggt down a pretty clear position that we were not accepting
indenture agreements would have to be renegotiated. It wouile Commonwealth’s stance and that other smaller States are
appear that all the indenture agreements are in conflict witjyining us in that opposition.

that. That has serious ramifications for indenture agreements

COMPETITIONS

such as the Roxby Downs indenture agreement or the LAKE EYRE BASIN
Whyalla—
The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting: Mr KERIN (Frome): Has the Premier received any

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Is the member for Giles not recent advice from the Prime Minister on the Federal
joining us and being concerned about having to renegotiat&overnment’s approach to the proposed world heritage listing
the indenture agreement on Whyalla, which covers his ownf the Lake Eyre region?
electorate, or that relating to Stony Point or the Mobil The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | can inform the member for
Stanvac oil refinery? All those indenture agreements woul@rome that | have had a response. In a recent letter to me, the
be thrown wide open because of the Commonwealth'®rime Minister stated:
propos_als under the. Hillmer report. l. also point OL_jt tha_t’ I would like to assure you that no decision has been made by the
according to the advice | have been given—and I think it iscommonwealth in relation to world heritage listing of the Lake Eyre
supported by other State Governments—there is a serio@sin area in South Australia. The Commonwealth Government will
threat to any marketing organisations that exist under Stafot be in a position to consider possible listing until the Department
legislation such as the Citrus Board legislation, the B_arle)g; mg ﬁrc‘,vr{éoﬁgﬁ{f;‘;'es&’;i{fea&dtﬁirgﬁgges completes an assessment
Marketing Act and the Cooperative Bulk Handling legisla- = =~ } o )
tion. All those pieces of State |egi5|ation and the practiceéhlghhght the extent to which that letter is in direct conflict
that are carried on under them would be thrown wide operiith what the Minister for Environment, Sport and Territories
There is some evidence that ultimately, with the recommenn Canberra—that is, at Federal level—
dation of the Commonwealth under the Hillmer report, it  The Hon. S.J. Baker:What's her name?
could be overturned. That again would have very serious The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Miss Whiteboard.
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The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier does not need anyit should immediately talk through this issue with the South
assistance. Australian Government.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Mrs Kelly has, in fact, put The SPEAKER: Order! It has now taken 12 minutes to
down a quite different position. | refer to a report in the answer two questions. The honourable Leader of the Opposi-
Canberra media of 8 February, a couple of weeks ago, ition.
which it is stated:

Federal Environment Minister Ros Kelly has pledged to use the FISCAL EQUALISATION

full force of Commonwealth powers against uncooperative State N
Governments reluctant to protect the nation’s environment. The The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD (Leader of the Opposition):
Commonwealth is determined to press ahead with world heritagR|oting the Premier’s apparently positive comments in his
listing for Lake Eyre in South Australia despite the Brown Govern- .. - ; : ieati . ;
ment's opposition to the move. Mrs Kelly says the Federal GoVem_rnlnlsterlal statement on fiscal equalisation, what position will
ment won't ‘kowtow’ to the States on environmental issues. he be taking on the push by the New South Wales and
Victorian Premiers at Friday’s COAG meeting to change the

ghe_ I(latterhl :jegelved frczjm.thetPtnmer M'E'Ster Sat'ﬁ thFat dnof nding arrangements to the States to incorporate a thick
Eic!?(lj?]rr;eﬁt M'(ra]?rt]emaa'g’tgai :a O\f‘é%.\’\.’gﬁ hsa s%gén r?wa dee gﬁware of Commonwealth taxation revenue?
Vi Inister sal 1S The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | think the Leader of the

that she would impose world heritage listing on the Lake Eyr%pposition has confused vertical fiscal equalisation with

Basin in South Australia, horizontal fiscal equalisation. The issue he has raised is that

This raises a number of interesting points. First, why is they¢ 1 oi> ontal fiscal equalisation, that is, equalisation between
Federal Government concentrating only on South Australigye giates. | point out to the Leader that that issue is not on
when the Lake Eyre Basin stretches across the Northegp . agenda for COAG. The issue which is on the agenda for
Territory into Queensland—it covers a bigger area ofcOAG and which is very much part of the discussion

Queensland than of South Australia—and into New Soutlyoyeen the States and the Federal Government is vertical

Wales? The Federal Minister has decided to focus purely Ofisc.5| equalisation, and that is all about the Federal Govern-

South Australia. In f‘?‘Ct’ the report refers specificglly 10 theanrs having most of the powers to raise taxes in Australia,
irovtvnl_Governments opposition to the move in South,yit the State Governments themselves having the responsi-
ustralia. = .. . bility of providing the relevant services. Our argument, which
Also in this statement the Minister makes the basiGg gpelt out in my ministerial statement, is that, if we are to
assumption that the Liberal Government of South Austrahebrovide those services as we rightly should, we need greater

is not willing to protect the environment of the Lake Eyre financial assistance in the form of untied grants to do so.
Basin. | point out that the Minister knows exactly what our

policy is. Our Minister for the Environment and Natural BOOT CAMP
Resources has sent a letter to the Federal Minister in which
our policy is clearly outlined, that is, that key parts of the  Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): Does the Minister for
Lake Eyre Basin such as the Mound Springs and the Coongemergency Services have plans to introduce a military
Lakes will possibly be brought under wilderness protectiondiscipline style prison or boot camp in South Australia?
I stress that wilderness protection is far greater environment&eports on the Channel 7 news program last night and in the
protection than world heritage listing. Advertiserthis morning suggest that the Government is
The crucial point is that the Federal Minister has taken a&onsidering the introduction of such a camp for juveniles and
political decision aimed deliberately at South Australia andirst offenders.
the South Australian Government and not at the remainder of The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: No, | do not have any
the Lake Eyre Basin region in other States, she has totallylans to introduce a military discipline style prison in South
ignored Queensland, where there happens to be a Labor Stagstralia; nor does my colleague the Minister for Family and
Government, and she has decided, apparently without eveTlommunity Services have any plans to introduce a juvenile
the benefit of a study, because no study has yet been carrigghe facility of that nature, either. The reports that were seen
out, to impose world heritage listing on the Lake Eyre part ofn the press followed a successful dinner meeting of the
South Australia. Institute of Emergency Services which | addressed on
It is worth noting that the Federal Minister has not yetMonday in my role as Minister for Emergency Services and
even given the South Australian Government the courtesy afhich some 120 people attended. | am pleased to say that
replying to the letter we sent to her. such is the interest in the community in the policies being put
An honourable member: She put it on a white board.  forward by the new Liberal Government as we move in with
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Perhaps she has been anew broom that it was actually the largest meeting ever held
preoccupied with other matters. | stress that, if theby that institute since its inception.
Commonwealth Government—and, in particular, Mr  During that meeting we opened up the proceedings for
Keating—is serious about a new partnership with the Stategeneral questions, and one of the questions put to me was
then let it start on world heritage listing here in Southwhether the new Government would consider the introduction
Australia with the South Australian Government. This is aof a military discipline prison facility. | replied to that
very important issue that directly affects a large area of Southjuestion that | was aware, from hearsay, that such facilities
Australia. We are talking about 25 per cent of the land areavere in operation in the United States of America and they
of South Australia; we are talking about very significantwere called boot camps. But | further indicated that in South
resource developments, including our natural gas and partidlustralia we were looking at establishing a first offender
oil supply for this State; we are talking about a key part of thanstitution for adult offenders. That is quite distinct from a
tourism industry of South Australia; and, of course, we ardboot camp. The establishment of a first offender institution
talking about a vast area of our pastoral industry. If thas a process that we are examining to meet an election
Federal Government is serious about cooperative federalismpmmitment that we gave, that is, to segregate hard-core
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offenders in the prison system from first offenders. Membershe Hon. Rob Lucas about schools with enrolments of fewer
in this House would be aware that for some time correctionathan 300 students being considered for closure.

experts have been expressing concern that first offenders are Members interjecting:

all too often mixed with hard-core criminals, and as a The SPEAKER: Order!

consequence their chances of being rehabilitated are reduced The Hon. M.D. RANN: They don't like it, Mr Speaker,
and their chances of coming out of that system angry arand that’s why they wanted to roll Rob Lucas; he put them
increased. As to a boot camp, | advise the questioner that | dight down the gurgler.

not have enough knowledge of that system, nor does my The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many interjections
department, and for that reason | did not dismiss the suggeseming from my right. | cannot hear the Deputy Leader.
tion. The Hon. M.D. RANN: They don’t want to hear. The

This Government will continue to explore all options for present Premier, then Leader of the Opposition, gave an
rebuilding our prison system. Indeed, it would be a derelicassurance, following Mr Lucas’s comments, that the Liberals
tion of the ministerial duty of any Ministers not to considerin Government would not close schools simply as a cost
any options that were put before them, and | will, thereforecutting measure. During the election campaign Labor
continue to explore all options. Whether or not the Oppositiorannounced a four year freeze on school closures unless a
likes it, we have a mandate in this State to change. We havachool community agreed to closure plans. It has been put to
a mandate to change the prison system. Under Labor, fane that 18 months notice of any planned school or TAFE
example, prisoners in this State have continued to receiveosure would ensure that students, parents, teachers, the local
almost automatic release from the prison system. We haveommunity (in the case of TAFE) and industry would be fully
seen examples where a prisoner sentenced to five years fnsulted. An 18 month embargo—

a crime such as rape was, because of Labor’s policies, out on Mr LEWIS: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. The
home detention after eight months. That is not a satisfactorijonourable member is commenting and debating the
situation—eight months and out on home detention when thguestion. He is stating his opinions and not explaining the
original head sentence for rape was five years. More corguestion.

sideration needs to be given in this State to the rights and The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader has had a
feelings of victims, as well as the need to rehabilitate anendency to make long statements at Question Time. He has
offender. | have been advised by psychiatrists that there is n@ot been assisted on this occasion by a continual barrage of
way that any prisoner who has committed an offence such asterjection from the Government benches. | ask the Deputy
rape could be rehabilitated in just eight months. Leader to be more precise, and there will be fewer interjec-

Members interjecting: tions from the Government benches.

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: Well, Sir, the Opposition The Hon. M.D. RANN: | apologise, Sir, but | point out
seems to think it is a laughing matter: it is not a laughingthat they are not as long as the Premier’s statements. It has
matter that people are released after eight months witheen put to me that an 18 month embargo would enable a
insufficient time to be rehabilitated. | wonder how their local community to make plans for appropriate new arrange-
victims would feel if they could witness this debacle. Thatisments in advance of a proposed school or TAFE campus
what has been happening in this State and it is not goodlosure by this Government.
enough. So, this Government will continue to explore all The Hon. R.B. SUCH: The Deputy Leader was a
options for change and will continue to address the problemgrominent member of a Government noted for closing down
as necessary. We will pick up where the previous Governalmost everything in South Australia.
ment failed. Members interjecting:

As a closing example, to indicate other areas we have been The SPEAKER: Order!
investigating, we have also been looking at the possibility of The Hon. R.B. SUCH: We are a Government that is
establishing a facility to treat drug offenders or those whdnterested in opening up things in South Australia and getting
have committed a drug-related offence, such as houdbe State going again. | will obtain a detailed report for the
breaking or armed robbery, to support a drug habit. | havéonourable member—
seen those schemes in the United States and they do work. The Hon. M.D. Rann: He doesn’t know!

Those schemes have resulted in a reoffending rate that is far The SPEAKER: Order!

lower than we have seen in South Australia. The department The Hon. R.B. SUCH:—because the question impinges
is eagerly investigating those options, and | look forward tovery much on my colleague’s area of responsibility. | am not
reporting to this House on those options when investigationaware of any proposal to close down any TAFE campus, but
are complete and when we have decided which of them wihe question was so rambling that | prefer to take it on notice

will finally implement. and give a detailed reply.
SCHOOL CLOSURES NUCLEAR WASTE
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Deputy Leader of the Opposi- Mrs HALL (Coles): In view of the division of opinion

tion): My question is directed to the Minister for Employ- within the Labor Party about the establishment of a national
ment, Training and Further Education in that role and in higepository for the storage of low level radioactive waste, will
role as Minister representing the Minister for Education in thehe Premier explain to the House what approach South
Lower House. Will the Minister and his Government give aAustralia has been taking on this matter in discussions with
guarantee that no school or TAFE campus in South Australithe Federal Government?

will be closed without 18 months written notice giventothe  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: This issue was raised about
school or TAFE community in question? The Minister would a week ago by members of the Opposition of this State. In
be aware that school closures were a major issue for botfaising it they gave the very clear impression that they were
Parties during the election campaign following comments byotally opposed to the storage of radioactive waste here in
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South Australia. In replying to that question | said that | hadradioactive waste facilities through the Commonwealth-State
asked for a review to be undertaken and information colConsultative Committee.

lected, including obtaining the exact nature of what the The Hon. M.D. Rann: All States.

Commonwealth was requesting. It is only the preliminary The Hon. DEAN BROWN: No, | am talking about the
investigation of this matter, but | was amazed to find whatSouth Australian Government. | also was amazed to find a
was on record over the past 11 years. | was amazed to findabinet document of 10 December 1992, put up by the then
for instance, that for most of the past 11 years the State Labtinister of Health, Mr Evans, the man who has now departed
Government of South Australia negotiated with the Federathis Chamber. Perhaps he is going off to Canberra because
Government over the possible storage of waste here in Soutfowhere in the detail as to what action was being taken to

Australia. cooperate with the Federal Government does it state that there
Members interjecting: was any opposition to the proposal from the then South
The SPEAKER: Order! Australian Government. As members can imagine, it was a

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Mr Speaker, you could have Cabinet submission, signed by the then Premier, the now
knocked me down with a feather! After the statements madkeader of the Opposition—the man who is trying to create the
in this House last week, and the public statements of thampression that he was opposed to the storage of such waste.
Leader and Deputy Leader of the Opposition, | found that Members interjecting:
since 1986 the South Australian Government has been The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It was not rejected. The
cooperating with the Federal Government on a possible sit€abinet document clearly shows that it was noted and asks
selection for the storage of low grade radioactive wastes. for more action to be taken. Then there was the Cabinet

Members interjecting: document of September 1993, when the former Government

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: In fact, it goes back before noted further developments in this matter. But again—and
then, but there has been very active participation with thé¢his is only September last year—it did not reject this
Federal Labor Government on this issue since 1986. It iproposal. So, | just highlight that what we have been fed by
absolutely astounding, in light of the fact that they stood ugnference from the now Opposition members of the Labor
and tried to pour contempt on the fact that we had the hide tBarty of South Australia clearly is in quite sharp contrast with
ask about the exact nature of what the Commonwealtiwhat they did in Government. It highlights the divisions that
Government had requested and even to carry out a study. Thew exist within the Labor Party.

Deputy Leader is looking decidedly uncomfortable at this Members interjecting:

stage. Itis the Deputy Leader of the Opposition who is inthat The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader is out of
camp that is violently opposed to anything to do withorder.

uranium. If he had his way, he would close down Roxby

Downs tomorrow. We know his stance when Roxby Downs TRANSPORT MANAGER

and the indenture agreement were debated by this Parliament. . .
We know of his opposition and, therefore, | hope on behalf Mr FOLEY (Hart):  Was the Premier consulted and did
of all those people in South Australia in that very important€ agree with the decision by the Minister for Transport to
industry, particularly the people at Roxby Downs, that thedirect the t_)oard of the State Transport Authority to dismiss
Deputy Leader of the Opposition never again has the chandBe authority’s General Manager?

to lay his hands on power at Government level in this State. 1ne Hon. DEAN BROWN: | point out that the Minister
The Hon. M.D. Rann: Nuclear power: is that what youre has the authority to make directions to the board of the State

talking about? Transport Authority, and she exercised that authority, and it

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: No, | am talking about Was done with my knowledge. | am not prepared to go
ministerial power. further, except to say that the matter was discussed in Cabinet

Members interjecting: and— S
The SPEAKER: Order! An honourable member interjecting: _
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am saying that | am sure 1€ SPEAKER: Order! One question at a time.

. o An honourable member: Did you agree?
it would be a dark day for South Australia if the Deputy i
Leader should ever be allowed again to lay his hands o The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The honourable member

ministerial power in South Australia Enows that what goes on within Cabinet is subject to

Members interjecting: Cabinet—

. S Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many interjections. . . . .
I do not want to have to start warning members. The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will resume his seat.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN:: | found a letter of 21 October There have been far too many interjections. The member for

1991 from the then Deputy Premier of the Government Oﬁart has been continually interjecting. He h_as asked his
South Australia (Dr Hopgood) to the Federal Primaryquesuon_l do not want to have to speak to him again. The

. o - . “member for Spence is warned for interjecting.
Industries and Energy Minister (Mr Crean) which says: Mr LEWIS: |rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. Is this

_ The South Australian Government acknowledges the need fQfater not before the courts in the form of an appeal from the
disposal facilities for radioactive wastes to be established mdismissed officer; and, if itis, is it n@ub judic® Should you

Australia. :
It goes on: not rule accordingly? _
: ) The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair does not have any
South Australian Government— direct knowledge that this matter is before the courts,
Members interjecting: therefore | cannot uphold the point of order.
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Just hold on. It states: The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The matter was discussed by

South Australian Government officials have participated from theCabinet. After Cabinet, the Minister made that direction to
outset in the collaborative development of proposals for nationathe board of the State Transport Authority and, as indicated
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by the honourable member, it is inappropriate to discuss the The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | thank the member for his

matter subsequent to that because it is saty judice guestion and, in answer to the honourable member’s question
yesterday, | should have alluded to the changes that are being
ONKAPARINGA MILL pushed at Federal level. As the member would appreciate,

there is substantial movement at Federal level to have a free
Mr EVANS (Davenport): Can the Minister for Industry, market in gas and electricity. | presume that members
Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Developmer@pposite are well aware of that, because they were subject to
explain what benefits are likely to flow from the reopeningpPrevious discussions with the Federal Government on just
of the old Onkaparinga woollen mill at Lobethal on Friday?this issue. Part and parcel of this new competitive environ-
The Hon. D.S. Baker interjecting: mept—and the Federal Government is now looking atit, anpl
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Well, the first week itwas BTR l ral.sed the question pre_rwously about tax compen_s_atlon—_ls
Nylex with a $90 million inve’stment, last week Cathay _the issue of compensation because of the competition which
Pacific pilot training and this Friday the century-old Lobethal'S enforced on the States.
mill, which closed in November last year with the loss of 120 The Federal Government wants to treat every resource as
jobs, will reopen. The Smith Family, a Sydney basec® na_tlon_al resource and not a State resource. The long-term
charitable organisation with commercial operations, has madg!Plications are that State Governments will not own or be
a major investment in new technology to establish a nep2'ty (o these resources; they will be subject to the normal
operation in the old Onkaparinga woollen mill at Lobethal, [@Xation requirements; and they will be subject to the normal
The new equipment will sort, shred, spin and recycle clothin%ompet't've environment of the Feder_al Government. It_does
and other fabrics collected by charities and convert them intgOt Want to see States with the capacity to produce their own

yarn to make blankets, insulation and other fabric productEN€rgy; it wants it to be on a national system. In the case of
lectricity, it is a national grid system; in the case of gas, it

The Smith Family operates a similar operation in Sydne@ X e .
with some 350 employees. The new operation at Lobethg ants any person with access to a gas pipeline to receive

X ; X .\Whatever gas they so desire.
will create at least 30 new jobs, substantially reduce land fill, So, there are some items on the agenda which indicate that

introduce new technology, increase welfare funds in Soutf’he 10Cess we are qoing throuah at the moment is absolutel
Australia and lead to exports. Until now substantial quantitie§ proc . going 9 . . Itely
perative, simply from that perspective, without addressing

of material unsuitable for redistribution have been dumpe he issue of dollars and cents. What | said vesterday was that
as land fill. The new operation will eventually take all of this because of our determination.on the matte)r/ of ensu?/in future’
State’s bulk waste, as well as bring in supplies from inter- uoplies for South Australia. and in locking u %hose
state. Itis planned to install more equipment later in the yea?upplies—which Was not done,b the Drevious %ov%rnment
to manufacture blankets and other products from recycle PP y the prev o
might add—and because of our capacity now to provide

yarn for the export market. . : ;

stronger returns that we believe are possible, the figures that

The Centre for Manufacturing played a significant role . :
with bipartisan support, and the former Minister responde uerrpeap;rseg/éously presented by Treasury will be well and truly

to a proposal put to the then Government by the Onkaparinga
District Council to bring this project to fruition. | would like ONKAPARINGA CATCHMENT
to acknowledge the role of the Centre for Manufacturing in

that regard. The Lobethal site will provide jobs—increasing  mrs ROSENBERG (Kaurna): Can the Minister for the
jobs—over the course of this year. Fifty per cent of any profitznyironment and Natural Resources indicate whether he
will be given to local welfare organisations, and the other halkypports the establishment of a catchment authority for the
enterprising attitudes have led to solving a recycling problemynat this is achieved?
creating jobs and growth, and it could lead to potential export The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: Yes, | would very strongly
markets for South Australia. support the establishment of an Onkaparinga catchment
authority, and | am delighted to hear the honourable member
PIPELINES AUTHORITY talk of a whole of catchment approach to water management
and the need to involve all of the councils within the catch-
Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Does the Treasurer believe that ment. Total management catchment is the appropriate
successful negotiations to ensure a 20 year natural gas supplgproach to managing water resources, and it is the approach
for the State would ensure that the sale of the Pipelineseing adopted by this Government. From discussions | have
Authority of South Australia was now in the financial interesthad with the honourable member, | was very pleased to learn
of this State and, if this is not the case, what are the specifief her interest in looking ahead to prevent a repeat of the
reasons why he has chosen to ignore Treasury advice agaig#uation that has arisen with the Patawalonga. We will be
selling the Pipelines Authority of South Australia? able to achieve that through a partnership between State and
Yesterday the Treasurer confirmed that he had receivddcal government and also with the local community.
advice from Treasury that the Pipelines Authority should not There are seven catchments within the metropolitan area
be sold because the sale price would not compensate for ti¢Adelaide, of which the Onkaparinga catchment is one. The
loss of future income streams from the Pipelines AuthorityOnkaparinga catchment includes the Marion, Happy Valley
of South Australia. This advice was based on the assumpticand Noarlunga councils. | would be most supportive of those
that gas contracts would be extended to 20 years. Yesterdapuncils coming together to form a catchment authority, and
the Treasurer, in answer to a question on this mattet,look forward to further negotiations with the member and
indicated that we are dealing with a whole new set of figuresvith those councils in achieving that goal.
which will increase the revenue streams to the Government The SPEAKER: The member for Spence. | request that
and thus override Treasury’s advice. the member for Spence use the same method as other
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members when asking his questions. Ministers have difficultyourism awards, because these awards recognise the tourism
determining to whom the honourable member is directing higssociations, individuals involved in tourism and tourism
question. companies that are very important to the economic growth of
our State.
AYTON REPORT On Friday of this week, the tourism awards groups and |
will be taking a special trip with th8ealinkoff Glenelg. The
Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Mr Speaker, | shall ask reason for using thBealinkwas that last year this ship and
questions in accordance with Standing Orders. company were responsible for the winning of four awards. |
The SPEAKER: | will ensure that you do. | pointoutto \yoyid have thought that the previous Minister of Tourism
the honourable member that the Chair has two options: firstyould have recognised that this South Australian company
not to see the honourable member and, secondly, to withdrajys done a magnificent job in encouraging tourism in our
leave. | will have no hesitation in doing so if the honourablegigte.
member continues to defy the Chair. _ The honourable member's question is very important
_ MrATKINSON: Mr Speaker, does the Premier know the pacayse the economic growth of South Australia is in the
identity— _ _ hands of the tourism industry. It is the only industry that
Mr .BRINDAL: | rise on a pplnt of order, Mr Speaker. gives us an opportunity to employ young people; it is the only
Standing Order 96 clearly provides: industry where robots cannot replace human beings. The
Questions relating to public affairs may be put to Ministers. . . awards on Friday will be a very important part of the tourism
Further, it also says that Ministers may be asked questions éndustry in South Australia.
matters for which they have a responsibility to the Parliament.
In addressing you, Mr Speaker, the member for Spence was WORKCOVER
attempting to put a question to you for which you have no . ) L
responsibility in this Parliament. 1 therefore request thatyou Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): Wil the Minister for
rule him out of order. Industrial Affairs advise the House whether the Govern-
The SPEAKER: | am aware of the Standing Order. | have mgn_t’s propqsed amendments to the WorkCover legislation
asked the honourable member to ask his questions througiMminating journey accidents for workers such as shop
the Chair to a Minister. On this occasion | believe that the2Ssistants, nurses and factory workers will apply equally to

honourable member has improved his method of askingt@té members of Parliament? As members are aware,
questions compared with that of other days. | am listenin embers of Parliament have accidents that occur occasional-

very clearly. | ask the honourable member to direct hi v whilst travelling to and from electorate functions and their
question to the Minister from whom he desires an answer.¢laims would be met under the current rules.

Mr ATKINSON: Does the Premier know the identity of ~ The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting: o _
the substantive source referred to by the Deputy Premier last The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Minister will
week or any other source who provided to the forme@nswer the question.

Opposition— The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | thank the member for
Members interjecting: Ross Smith for his very intelligent question. As the honour-
The SPEAKER: Order! able member would know, in all announcements that we have

Mr ATKINSON: —the confidential Ayton submission on made so far, it has been very clear—and I will go slowly so
organised crime to the Federal Joint Parliamentary Commithat he understands it—that all journey accidents will be

tee— eliminated other than those that are directly involved with the
Members interjecting: work of the individual.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Spence hasthe ~ The Hon. M.D. Rann: A special deal for pollies.

call. The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | will go slowly again.

Mr ATKINSON: —on the National Crime Authority? ~ What that clearly states—
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | will ask the Premier at a later Mr Clarke: A nurse going to work does not get it but we

date, Sir. do.
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Perhaps | should again tell
TOURISM AWARDS the honourable member opposite about all the rorts that are
. ) going on in the journey accidents area. It is a very simple
Mr ROSSI (Lee): | direct my question to the— definition and it will be set by the people who do the
Members interjecting: employing. If the honourable member opposite would like the

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Lee has the call. Government to sit down and clearly define the work relation-

I ask members to give him the opportunity to ask theships for members of Parliament, | would be very happy to
queston. cooperate. If he would like to have input into when he begins
Members interjecting: work and when he finishes work, and if he would like that

The SPEAKER: Order! It is unfair to the honourable information tabled in this place, | would be quite happy to
member, who is a new member, in asking his question thag|k to him.

there be so much conversation across the Chamber. The
member for Lee. CASEMIX
Mr ROSSI: Will the Minister for Tourism inform the
House of the significance of this week’s launch of the South  Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): What action has the Minister
Australian tourism awards? for Health taken to ensure that the community is fully
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | thank the member for Lee consulted before casemix funding is implemented in South
for this very important question. | know that the previousAustralia? A number of constituents have contacted me
Minister of Tourism recognised the significance of theexpressing concern and often misunderstanding about just



Wednesday 23 February 1994 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 203

exactly what it is that the Government is proposing to GULF LINK
implement, and | would appreciate the Minister’s advice.
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Giles): My question is

The Hon. M.-H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for gjrected to the Premier. What support will the Government
Wright for his question, because it is a particularly importantyive to the Cowell/Wallaroo Gulf Link ferry project.
one given that the casemix funding for hospitals is, in fact,” The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Our policy—and we put this
acomplete culture change in the way in which hospitals willyown pefore the State election—is that this whole project is
receive their funding from the Government. The reason fof,jrly complex in its nature because, first, it requires infra-
that is that this Government is prepared to make sOMegyctyre and financial assistance provided by the Govern-
decisions and see the system improve rather than sit aroupgent. |t does have some economic benefits, but one needs to
in the bunker and occasionally lift its head and have ifjook at the extent of those economic benefits. We felt that it
chopped off when the system is going badly wrong, agnould be appropriately and fully assessed by the Industries
seemed to be the wont of the previous Government. Development Committee of the Parliament. Itis a bipartisan

| assure the honourable member that the introduction Oellpproach to reviewing this project, and we put that down as

the casemix funding system is absolutely and completely fuff POlicy- Once that committee is established—and itis about
of community consultation so that we can maximise thé Pe established under the new Economic and Finance
involvement of the community in this new process. It is acommittee—this project will be referred to it for full
uniquely South Australian solution to the problem. assessment, mc]udmg Whether or not it should receive
Government assistance and, if so, to what extent.

I have already met with a large range of peak health
organisations and unions to explain to them the process and CASEMIX
our consultation time line. So far, | have met with the South ) .
Australian Salaried Medical Officers Association, the Mr TIERNAN (Torrens): Wil the Minister for Health
Australian Nursing Federation, the PSA, the MiscellaneougSsure the House that the impact of casemix funding on the
Workers Union, the AMA, the Council on the Ageing, elder_ly will be addressed in the consultation process? A
SACOSS and community health organisations, and | arfonsiderable number of elderly people have approached my

happy to meet with anyone else who believes that they ma?ffice with concerns, one being that over the past five to 10
potentially be disadvantaged by the casemix system of€ars both Federal and South Australian Governments have

funding. In fact, | assure them that will not be. made considerable changes to the health system adversely
affecting the aged without any form of consultation. They
Hospitals and administrators have already received letterssually learn about these changes through the media. Can that
outlining the process. Later in the week | will be releasing aconsultation methodology be tailored to suit the needs of the
major discussion paper in relation to the basic approach taged?
casemix, after which there will be a number of formal public  The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for
meetings at which every player and stakeholder in the healtforrens for his particularly important question in relation to
system will be able to have a say. | have extended thaged people and the effect of casemix funding on services to
invitation to anyone who has asked that, if they wish to haveéhe aged and the anxieties of some of the elderly people in our
input in the intervening time, my officers and | will be community. | assure the honourable member that | am well
delighted to receive it. aware that older people are major users of the health system.
. ) __Their ilinesses frequently require more than one diagnosis
Taking into account all the feedback that we will receive, g they are potentially more difficult to treat so that they
and discussions at the formal meetings, a draft policyaye jonger to recover. It is important to realise that
document will be released early in April. Again, having casemix funding payments are not based on some unreal
released a draft document, it will go out for consultation Sqyinimum cost: they reflect the real cost of the illness—real
that everyone has an opportunity to have their input and tgatients, real illnesses and real costs. The fact that people
present their views on the final documentation. over 65 years are major users of the health system and the
In devising this system to produce a new funding arrangef_act that this system encourages efficiencie§ will ensure that
ment within the hospital service implementation and im-the eIc!erIy are advantaged rather than disadvantaged by
pasemix funding.

provement strategy, | emphasise that casemix is not a ne
health system: it is a funding mechanism only. However, it To that end, the Government has undertaken a consultancy

is a new and fairer funding system that is driven on incen!® @ssess the impact of casemix funding on older people,
tives; it encourages efficiencies and, more importantly—hich is being jointly funded by the Health Commission and
unlike the historical funding, by which hospitals were funded(® Minister for the Ageing. This does nothing more than to

over the past decade—it discourages inefficiencies. keep one of our election promises whereby we told people
who were anxious about this that we would ensure that

| assure the member for Wright that between now and Tasemix funding would not see elderly people disadvantaged.
July there is ample opportunity for input from all membersThe main fear of elderly people is that, because this system
of the community. | also assure him that the consultatiorconcentrates on efficiencies, they may be put through the
process will not end on 1 July 1994, because this is d&o0spital system more quickly and hence suffer at the end of
particularly important funding mechanism. It is one in whichthe process.
the key players are keen to play a part, and | am quite sure |assure the member for Torrens and the elderly people in
that those players and the Health Commission, over the nerur community that, first, we will increase and improve
two to three years, through the consultation process, wilservices at the end of the process by increasing funding to
allow the system to be finely tuned at the edges and we willomiciliary care services, home based nursing and so on. |
end up with the best health system in Australia. also assure elderly people that one of the major tenets of the
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casemix funding system is to have an inappropriate readmis- UNEMPLOYMENT

sion audit, in other words, for people who come back to

hospital because they were discharged too quickly or too Mr BECKER (Peake): Will the Minister for Employ-
early. That will be studied and hospitals that do that on anent, Training and Further Education outline initiatives being
frequent basis will be asked to explain and, in fact, will beundertaken to address unemployment in the western suburbs
financially disadvantaged by the casemix system. The elderlgnd will he provide some examples of action being taken? As
people, as prime utilisers of our health care system, stand the Minister and members would know, | have inherited an
be one of the largest groups to benefit from the casemiglectorate that, regrettably, has one of the worst unemploy-

funding system. ment records in the State, and | urge the Minister to take all
necessary action to correct the situation.
PIPELINES AUTHORITY The Hon. R.B. SUCH:| thank the honourable member

for his question, which is a very important one. The western
Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Does the Treasurer now metropolitan region, as the honourable member indicated, has
acknowledge that compensation by the Federal Governmeghe of the highest unemployment levels in the State. For the
for payment of Commonwealth company taxis an importantegion as a whole, the level is close to 17 per cent and in
factor in selling the Pipelines Authority of South Australia, some sections it is well over 20 per cent, and that is quite
and will the Government be making a special request to thgnacceptable.
Federal Government to reinstate such compensation so that Furthermore, many unemployed people in the western

it can proceed with the sale of the Pipelines Authority andregion have been unemployed for a very long time. As a

other assets? Government, we are trying to activate the western region in

"Rooperation with local councils, skill centres and community
roups to create a western region economic development
foard so that we can energise that area and create employ-

%nent and training opportunities. To that end, | am currently

he was the then Leader of the Opposition, that the Liberal’
asset sales program had been put together with ‘no allowan

Federal Goyernment. The I._eader atthe .tlme stated: DETAFE has several Kickstart programs operating in the

tionThe Premier is wrong in saying we would miss out on compensayestern region, and they have been quite successful in terms
: ) of creating employment, but a lot more needs to be done for

In answer to a question yesterday, the Treasurer stated: 3 region which has a lot of potential to offer. It is close to the

_ ... thereis a strong economic argument that taxation compens&BD and to significant transport links, including the airport

tion should be provided on the sale of assets. and the rail line, and it has appropriate zoning for light

The Liberal Government’s debt reduction program reliesndustry and warehousing: it is an area that has a lot of

heavily on asset sales, and without Commonwealth tapotential. As a Government we want to see the west side

compensation, as was provided for the State Bank, theoom and prosper. To that end, we are working vigorously

Government’s asset sales program simply cannot be achievealcreate employment and training opportunities in that area
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The honourable member has put in conjunction with other authorities, particularly local

forward anon sequitur We did our financial calculations government.

based on no tax compensation. As the honourable member

points out, tax compensation is an important item. It will be

back on the agenda, it will be pushed by all the States and

there is some chance that it may succeed.

STATE DEBT

. L GRIEVANCE DEBATE
Ms HURLEY (Napier): My question is directed to the

Treasurer. Does the Government still believe that State debt The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the
will be reduced by $700 million to $800 million by December House note grievances. The honourable member for
this year? On 6 October 1993, the current Treasurer arNewland.
nounced that a Liberal Government would cleanse unwanted
assets and expected to cut debt by between $700 million and Mrs KOTZ (Newland): On the majority of occasions on
$800 million in the first year of office. which | have spoken about Tea Tree Gully council, it has
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | will have to refer back to that been to commend or congratulate initiatives taken by that
statement. What we have said consistently is that, over theouncil and its members, initiatives that would enhance
four year period of the Government, we intend to sell acommunity interest. | have always believed that recognition
number of assets. Those assets were outlined in our delibd congratulations should be freely given when they are due,
reduction strategy. It is quite clear that we said at the timéut it is unfortunate that the issue | raise now is more brickbat
that we would reduce the debt by $1 billion below thethan kudos. | believe it is generally accepted that elected
proclaimed level, which was altered at the last minute by thenembers of local councils, in a way similar to that involving
then Premier. We are sticking to that time frame. There is nonembers of Parliament, display professional responsibility
inconsistency. We will be reducing debt by that $1 billion to their ratepayers, on the one hand, and the manner in which
over the four year period of the Brown Liberal Government.they determine the business of council, on the other. In recent
We have set in train all the things that are necessary tweeks, two elected members of the Tea Tree Gully council
achieve that end. It will proceed as we laid down. It will be chose to attack the Government for inaction, in one instance,
successful. and disinterest, in the other.
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If either member had attempted to express their concern The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Giles): And the honour-
to any Government representative on these issues and haldle member has never done a purely publicity seeking stunt!
then been rejected, | would have been the first to line up ohwant to express my disappointment with an answer that was
their side and fight the issue with them, but neither membegiven today by the Premier regarding the proposed ferry
sought to determine the Government’s response to thieetween Cowell and Wallaroo (the Gulf Link project), of
concerns they raised, and that is why | take issue with therwhich you, Sir, would be well aware. My disappointment
now. In the first newspaper article to which | refer, whichwith the Premier was that his response to my question
article | can only regard as scaremongering and irresponsiblascertaining what support the Government would give to the
it was suggested that a certain residential area of Tea Tr&gowell-Wallaroo Gulf Link ferry project was, ‘I will send it
Gully would be engulfed by fire and if that occurred theto a committee.’ In my 19 years in Parliament | have never
council would hold the Government responsible. | askseen a Government send so many things to committees.
whether that councillor took any pertinent steps other than iEverything is going to a committee; everything will be
a flurry of publicity to ensure that safety measures had beeassessed. No decisions have been taken other than to sack the
taken by appropriate Government departments. | certainlgdd typist around the place—members opposite are all full
have not received any letter of concern from council or itsof macho then. This project does not need to go to a commit-
elected members identifying any problem, perceived otee; what it needs is a commitment from the Government,
otherwise; nor have | had any contact from constituents of thevhich claims to represent people in rural areas, to assist the
area identified by the council representative. Following theeompany to get on with the project.

newspaper report, | received telephong callls from resident.s Quite clearly, this project ought to be supported for a
of that area who are now fearful that their residences and thejghole range of reasons. The shorter distance that produce and
families are in danger. products would have to travel from west to east would be a
The second report related to an upgrade of Montaguguge saving in itself. Lower rural costs and the reduction of
Road suggesting that the Government was not intereste@iear and tear on the roads between Cowell and Port
That again begs the question: did the council or councilloyakefield, for example, would be an enormous saving to any
make any effort to approach the Government to ascertain ii§overnment. We all know how much those roads are being
interest? My information suggests that the issue of th&nocked around with the demise of rail through lack of use
Montague Road upgrade was brought to the attention of thgy, in many cases, primary producers. The project is worthy
previous Labor Government some two years ago when thgf support, because | understand that it will involve the
council approached the previous Labor member for Floreyhvestment of about $20 million which will create about 500
seeking a delegation to the Minister of the day. That was thpybs in the construction of the project and the vessels and
last approach to the Department of Road Transport or itghout 70 jobs in the operation of the ferry or ferries.
Minister, something which the councillor omitted to mention | \,nqerstand that the company is not asking for cash but

in the article. for a $5 million Government guarantee. Such a guarantee

ful Thet(r)]utcome 8f thz?t’\jlieIeigatlon%/vasdobviously unhsu(;:ce?];%ou'd, | understand, ensure that they themselves could raise
ul, as the upgrade of Vlontague ~oad never reached Sulltpe money to fund the project. It seems to me that that is a
cient priority to be placed on the Department of Roa

T bs T lan. Th i | itted ery small amount to ensure that this project goes ahead. A
ransports five year plan. The councillor also omitted 0. ,gjgeraple amount of infrastructure would be required, and
mention that at the time of his public announcement th

Minister of the d i hed with ¢ ‘Fhat, in part, is where the jobs would come in. We hear almost

inister o h'e ay WaI‘S an gpp;]roac ed with any lorma ad nauseanabout the lack of development on Eyre Peninsula
request on this matter. In ac_:?, in the saklessengearticle, 5 the way in which its population is diminishing. That is
the Tea Tree Gully council’'s technical services Manages fact, but it is not good enough just to wring your hands
contradicted the stated concerns of the elected member Ry, it or to say, ‘Isn't it awfull’ and make projections for
commenting that the upgrad_e was not a huge issue. It would ¢ years tim’e when some of these places on Eyre
therefore seem that council members and officers are iBeninsula may have no population at all.

= ith h : ! .
contradiction with each other and perhaps need to get their The cry will be, ‘Why is the Government not doing

act together to achieve a professional and efficient representa- . - f . ;
tion ir?the Government s?ohere P something about it; why is Adelaide constantly expanding

I also find it somewhat contradictory that the councillors'Vith all the infrastructure that is required; why are we trying

who have jumped into public print to seek to lay blame upo 0 protect the southern valgs, or why are we going so faf north
the new Government of the State were surprisingly quiet oﬁmd having to exte_nd public transport and roads, etc.? v_vhe_n
similar matters when the Labor Party held the reins o€ Cando something about developmentoutside Adelaide if
Government. Their lack of public outcry for the past 10 year € haye the will to do it. The .Industrles Development
is tantamount to their lack of what now apparently is meanpomml_ttee IS not the worst committee aroynd by_an_y means,
to show public interest. If the elected council members ar&nd | will certainly be watching that committee with interest
unaware of Government departments or procedures that de3'€n it considers this project. However, the Premier did
with the matters they have raised, | am quite happy to inforn§liS&PP0INt me, because this matter does not require a
them in an effort to assist their efficiency and professionalisn?omm'ttee' It requires action. ) ) _

in dealing with matters which affect their area of responsibili- | know that the member for Flinders, during the election
ty and that of the State. | am quite sure that, with the four nev¢ampaign, made great play of supporting this project, and |
members of the Liberal Government elected into the area dfope that in the Party room she will have some influence in
Tea Tree Gully, any elected member who wishes to asRersuading the Government to drop its idea of shoving
questions of any of those representatives will most certainlgverything off to a committee and to actually support the
get a sympathetic hearing if they choose to be serious aboBgople of Eyre Peninsula. I will look forward to that.

their concerns instead of downgrading important issues by The SPEAKER: The honourable member’s time has
what appear to be purely publicity seeking stunts. expired. The honourable member for Flinders.



206 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 23 February 1994

Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): | wish to raise the issue of exceeded the Highways weighing officials will demand that
volume loading for the livestock road transport industry inone or two animals be removed from the transport until the
South Australia. As members are all aware, the road transpaaixle weights are under the limits set. This is against all good
industry in South Australia has taken on the massive task afommercial transport operations. Often these transporters
shifting most of the livestock that are moved around the Stathave to meet deadlines set by the abattoirs or meet curfews
and also interstate. Australian National still carries somémposed by liveweight selling over scales.
cattle by rail into Gepps Cross from the Alice Springs and The delays caused by offloading a few cattle and making
north-west pastoral regions. However, most of the remainingrrangements for their welfare are time consuming and
livestock in South Australia find their way into stock cratesunnecessary. It is causing resentment and frustration in the
at some stage or another. industry and leading to lost market opportunities for the

Volume loading has been an industry goal for many yeargaroducers. The benefits of volume loading were estimated by
It has many advantages over the present axle limits set the interstate commission to outweigh costs by 12 to one. |
control overloading. For the benefit of members | point outseek the indulgence of this House to supportimmediate steps
that the Highways Department has many permanent anttd introduce volume loading for the livestock transport
semi-permanent axle weighing stations dotted around thiedustry in South Australia.

State for the purpose of weighing trucks and buses. All The SPEAKER: The honourable member’s time has
operators and drivers of these vehicles must observe striekpired. The honourable member for Reynell.

axle limits. This is only right and just to avoid damage to our

roads system. Ms GREIG (Reynell): Mr Speaker, thank you for the

However, the livestock industry has difficulty in observing opportunity to put my grievance before this House. This is an
these axle limits as it is hard to predetermine the weight ofssue that should not have to come before this House again
the livestock to be carried. Recognising this fact, the Interbut, if it does, | hope that the Government will be in a
state Commission for the Road Transport Industry recomposition to act on behalf of the victims, and they are South
mended the introduction of volume loading for livestock in Australians whose previously elected members of Parliament,
November 1989. Queensland, that State so often held up ftwaving lost office, retaliated on their former constituents by
ridicule in this House and elsewhere, has had volume loadingestroying and, in some circumstances, removing records and
for its road transport operators for many years. It is time thatiles and then leaving no indication of who or what needed
we in this House consider with some feeling the welfare ofto be followed up.
animals. In fact, | would be surprised if | discovered a lack How many members here today have taken office and
of resolve to get on with the introduction of this measure. found nothing but shredded paper and deleted computer

I would be concerned if any member of this House wergdorograms? This is a crime; it is a crime against the
not fully informed about how frustrating and restrictive the community. It is something that we all know is morally
present laws are to transport operators. As an example, | refairong. Those records belong to constituents, who deserve to
to the case of an Elliston based transport operator. In this cagve their information treated with respect and passed on to
the cargo was cattle bound for liveweight selling at Geppshe new member who could follow through or at least
Cross in Adelaide on a Monday morning. The industry hagnaintain continuity within the local electorate.

a curfew operating in Gepps Cross and it closes at 4 p.m. on A young person came into my office wanting to talk about
the Sunday before the Monday morning market for selling théhe problems he faces each day in searching for a job. He
cattle over weighing scales. In this case the transport operatepught my help. After some long positive discussions |
had timed his run from the West Coast to be at Gepps Crossiggested that this person give meugriculum vitaetogether

in plenty of time to meet the deadline. However, just outsidewith various other details that | thought would be useful. He
Port Augusta at the highways weighing station the transpothen informed me that this information was in his file. He had
was stopped for a normal axle test. left all his details with a former member of this House who

The cattle were heavier than expected and the truck wdsad offered him assistance. Destroying these files did not hurt
overweight. Two cattle had to be offloaded and their welfareme. Yes, | was annoyed and, yes, it has added to an already
attended to before the truck could continue on its journeybusy workload, but my concern was for my constituent; a
This all took some time to organise, and the truck missed theonstituent who does not have a job, who does not drive and
curfew that was imposed at Gepps Cross. The only exceptionho had to walk 5.5 kilometres to meet with me in my office
to this curfew has been granted to Australian National as ionly to discover that | had none of the background
is impossible to tamper with the railway crates on their wayinformation he had previously provided on file. Unfortunate-
from the Alice Springs region to Gepps Cross. ly, he is not the only victim of this vindictive behaviour.

There is an optimum loading density for livestock, and Constituents in my electorate expected better from their
every good operator knows what that is. If the stock crates angrevious member and they are assisting me to compile new
packed too tightly the animals get down and are bruised. Néles by providing previous correspondence relating to their
farmers would allow their stock to be carried in this mannerissues. | see our position as one of trust. We are elected to
However, if too much space is left in each pen animals tendffice to work on behalf of all our constituents and we have
to rush around the pen, leading to slipping and bruising ando right to jeopardise the trust placed in us to serve our
also causing large trailers to sway. Operators know what theommunity to the best possible advantage. | could go on with
optimum density is for each class of animal carried in theim number of other cases that were also brought to my
stock crates. It is only when the operators have their truckattention, but | think most people here would know the story
weighed at Highways Department weighing stations that theppecause | am sure that in many electorate offices a similar
know whether they are overweight. situation has arisen. | hope that we all take it upon ourselves

In cases where axle limits are exceeded it is rarely by largto do the right thing by our constituents and to make sure this
amounts as most of the modern trailers are designed to medtes not happen again.
axle limits presently set. Often when the axle limits are The SPEAKER: The honourable member for Ross Smith.
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Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): Before | address the Chair, wrong. They have had some noble achievements, that is, their
Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to the state of the Houseaim for a 50 per cent reduction in waste taken to land fill.
A quorum having been formed: However, with the policies of the previous Labor Govern-
Mr CLARKE: Today | want to address the House on thement in directions to councils over the past 10 years, that aim
Native Title Bill, and in particular the lamentable position would be unachievable. Fifty per cent of waste or land fill is
that the State Government has adopted which, as far as | chasically green waste or bio-waste. There is a need to put it
tell publicly, is a do-nothing position. From the last | read onall together so that the ends of the circle can meet. There is
the Native Title Bill and the State Government’s position ona need to share resources with regard to councils. There is
it, it is apparent that it is considering its position and isalso a need for new technology to be implemented. However,
discussing the matter with other State Governments, ank this stage there has been no direction with respect to this
particularly the Premier of Western Australia, Mr Richardsubject. Unless there is some direction with respect to the
Court. | do not think that that is an acceptable proposition.sharing of resources and technology, we will not reach our
This Government has been in office long enough, and thaim of a 50 per cent reduction of land fill.
Native Title Bill has been subject to sufficient community
debate over the past 12 months, for this State Government to In the past much has been said about recycling, and
have addressed itself to the matter and announced its positiddasically many of the statements in the past have been
one way or another. What | fear is that the Premier of Soutiinotherhood statements. Many people were complaining of
Australia will be coerced by, or will willingly go along with, high storage of recyclable products with nowhere to market
his conservative counterparts in the other States in opposirigem. | refer members to two press releases from the Marion
the Commonwealth’s legislation with respect to the Nativeand Mitcham councils. The first, dated 3 February 1994,
Title Bill and align himself and, more particularly, the State states:
of South Australia with the social reactionaries. That would
be a very sad blot on the history of South Australia, as we in  Marion and Mitcham councils are beginning to see the fruits of
i Satehave enfoyed  easonabledegree o et i St i o oo
with respect to Aboriginal affairs. / i
The Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Bill commenced under the'reCyCI"’lble material has seen the recycling loop close.
Corcoran Government back in the late 1970s but, as a . . .
consequence of our losing office in 1979, the passage of th&i" 12 August 1993, the Marion council once again put out
legislation was finally ushered through under the Tonkirf Press release, as follows:
Liberal Government. That was a commendable action on the
part of the Tonkin Government and showed a commendable The rubbish householders throw out today is about to be sold

spirit of bipartisanship. What | fear is that the State Governvgﬁfu:g f/r\]/ﬁi'::qhaﬁwgrslfsfu;!{nvﬁ:qu;c;ﬁggtedbr%glgtlrj](rzctasdglr? a ‘:Réq‘fséog‘ft

ment will adopt the sort of stupid attitude that prevailedrecycled plastics, two innovative Adelaide councils are taking
amongst the Liberal Party federally on this whole issuediscarded plastic bottles and turning them into compost bins and
where it opposed the Native Title Bill lock, stock and barrel,other garden products.
antagonising its own supporters and, in particular, the
National Farmers Federation, which wanted to see som®8o two councils in Adelaide, without any direction from the
worthwhile amendments put through the Senate, and whicprevious Government, are getting it together and are closing
would have been accommodated by the Commonwealtthe recycling loop.
Government. It would seem, by the silence of the Premier,
that he has joined with Dr Hewson and adopted an attitude of No longer is it appropriate to consider environment and
total opposition and of not offending their conservativeeconomic development issues separately: they are inextri-
colleagues in Western Australia in particular. cably linked. We need to find win-win solutions to environ-
South Australia should not be seen to be irrelevant anchent and economic development problems. We also must
impotent on this very important social question in respect ohave a very long-term view of waste management. We have
Australia’s Aboriginal population. It is all very well for the disposal sites, such as Pedlars Creek, which are valuable
member for Adelaide, in his capacity as the Minister forcommunity assets, and they should be enhanced and protected
Aboriginal Affairs, to speak piously and quite rightly about from urban development. There needs to be a recognition that
the terrible health conditions suffered by the Aborigines inthe three spheres of Government will work together. No
South Australia. But, on one of the most fundamental issuesingle sphere has all the answers. The Patawalonga and the
of importance to the Aboriginal community, notably the Coast Protection Board are prime examples of this State
Native Title Bill, this Government is extremely poor in not Government and councils working well together for the good
having taken any position on it whatsoever, particularly giverof the community. The same must be said of waste manage-
that the Premier is going to Hobart this week, where thament and recycling.
matter will certainly be an item for discussion amongst all It is recommended that local government in South
heads of Government, as well as the Federal Governmerustralia puts on hold the implementation of any more wide
With those concluding remarks, | urge the State Governmerand varied schemes to allow the State and local governments
to not dally any longer with respect to the Native Title Bill to investigate new technology for the disposal of waste,
but to get on with it and support the Commonwealth Governincorporating resource sharing for the disposal of green and
ment’s position. bio-waste. Using Marion’s example, new products have been
created from recyclable materials generated through local
Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): 1 would like to continue my  businesses, and that will mean jobs for South Australia.
speech of 17 February this year on waste management and
recycling. In summary, over the past 10 years Governments
and communities as a whole have got the situation completely
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ACTS INTERPRETATION (COMMENCEMENT Australia voting has been compulsory for 40 years, although
PROCLAMATIONS) AMENDMENT BILL enrolment remains voluntary.
In countries with voluntary voting there is no doubt that
Received from the Legislative Council and read a firsicandidates and Party machines are more active in endeavour-

time. ing to persuade the electors to go to the polling booths and to
) vote for them. The carriage of voters to the polling booths in
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move: those countries is well organised. In countries like New
That this Bill be now read a second time. o Zealand and the United States of America, the membership
I seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertgfyojitical Parties is significantly higher because of the need
in Hansardwithout my reading it. to have active supporters prepared to give a higher level of
Leave granted. commitment to get voters to the polls than under a compul-

Section 7(3) of the Acts Interpretation Act 1915 states that whergory voting system.

an Act provides that it will come into operation on a day to be fixed ; - .

by procﬁ)amation the Governor may by?)roclamation fix)é day for the In Australia for a very I(_)ng time compulsory voting has
entire Act to come into operation, or fix different days for different removed the need for Parties to get out the voters on election
provisions to come into operation and, if desired, suspend thelay, and to canvass every household. As a result, Australian
operation of specified provisions. It has been common practice f%olitical Parties have relatively small memberships. It is

commencement proclamations to specify a future date for an Act, :
provisions of an Act, to come into operation. Once such & stimated that fewer than 3 per cent of voters are members

proclamation has been made it is impossible to alter the propose?f @ political Party, whereas in Britain the proportion has
date of commencement because the Governor does not have theen up to four times higher. This should change with

power to vary or revoke the proclamation. voluntary voting. Then, electors will have to want to exercise
The lack of power to change the commencement date has becorje, power given to them in casting their vote and be prepared

a problem in relation to the new Children’s Protection Act 1993. This ke the eff d Th ilh b ; d
Act came into force on 1 January 1994 except for provisions relating® Make the effort to do so. They will have to be convince

to family care meetings which will come into operation on 1 Marchabout policies and personalities.
Lot e Sous Aaminstton Auhory has sdvses the. There i no doubt that olunary voting wil enhance the
meetings cannot be in place by 1 March 1994. ?)plltlcal process in South Australia as it has done in democra}-
The purpose of this Billis to insert a power into section 7 of theCies Where the freedom to choose whether or not to vote is
Acts Interpretation Act 1915 to enable the Governor to delay theecognised. The right to vote should be taken seriously, but
commencement of the provisions of the Children’s Protection Acthere is no reason to make it a dull and boring and onerous
;g?g,”rgvl\%!ng to family care meetings. The provisions of the Bill areo g o nsibility under pain of penalty for not attending at the
Clause 1: Short title. This clause is formal. polling booth and marking one’s name off the list. Voluntary
Clause 2: Amendment of s. 7—Commencement of Acts. Thigzoting will add some vigour to the electoral process. Voters
clause makes the required amendment to section 7 of the principglill have to be convinced about the need to vote and the

Act. .
Clause 3: Repeal of s. 7(4a) of the principal Act. This provisioncandldate to vote for.

is inserted so that subsection (4a) inserted by clause 2 can be We already have voluntary enrolment in South Australia

removed from subsequent reprints of the Acts Interpretation Actlthough, regrettably, that does not follow through to the
1915 after it has served its purpose. Federal arena. While some would argue that people should
. be compelled to exercise that right as the price of being part

Mr ATKINSON secured the adjournment of the OIEbate'of a democracy, that is a blatant contradiction in terms. A
democracy allows freedom of choice, but in this instance the

State is denying that choice. It is all very well for people to

argue that, technically, the only obligation of an elector is to
go to the polling booth and have one’s name marked off the

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Premier) obtained leave and roll after collecting a ballot paper which need not be com-
introduced a Bill for an Act to amend the Electoral Act 1985_3Ieged, but that is to split hairs and does no justice to the

Read a first time. ebate.
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move: While some politicians regard this semantic argument as

That this Bill be now read a second time. a serious assessment of the present situation, it ignores the
This Bill implements an important election policy of the substance of the issue of compulsion. Some who argue
Liberal Government in this State. The object of the Bill is to@gainst freedom of choice see great harm in allowing political
abolish compulsory voting. The right to vote is a preciousParties to organise transport to polling booths. Some opposed
right and is the basis for any society to be democratic. Iri0 freedom of choice in voting argue that transporting people
many large democracies such as the United States & the polls allows undue influence to be exerted, but that is
America, the United Kingdom, France, Germany and Canad&0t a justifiable criticism because that may occur now under
and in smaller democracies such as New Zealand, the righite present system of compulsory voting.
to vote has been accompanied by a freedom to choose One can put up arguments about comparative resources
whether or not to exercise that right by attending at a pollingavailable to the Parties to promote themselves, but that matter
booth, obtaining a voting paper, marking it and placing it inwill never be resolved. For example, Liberals may argue that
a ballot box. the trade union affiliates of the Labor Party will compel their

In countries like India there is no compulsion to vote.members to vote or will have greater human resources to
Even in the Philippines, when voting on a new constitutionarrange to get people to the polls, but that ignores that a
voting was not compulsory. The newly emerging democraciesubstantial number of union members will not be dictated to
of Eastern Europe all provide for voluntary voting. Australiaby their unions or even vote for them. If a substantial number
and the Australian States are in a small minority of westermmf union members did not vote Liberal at State and Federal
democracies where compulsory voting is the law. In Soutlelections, we would never win elections.

ELECTORAL (ABOLITION OF COMPULSORY
VOTING) AMENDMENT BILL
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On the other hand, some Labor supporters will argue thatay a fine and in default of paying that expiation fee be
voluntary voting plays into the hands of the Liberals becausprosecuted. That will be a thing of the past.
Labor supporters will be less likely to go to the polling  Following the 1989 State election, 34 262 people were
booths. That argument must be rejected. It debases ttsent ‘please explain’ notices for failing to vote; 9 228
intelligence of voters. The fact is that, in all Westernexpiration notices were posted; and 4 828 summonses were
democracies, opposing Parties do have opportunities feosted to those who failed to provide an acceptable excuse
govern and they are elected; in the United States of Americayr failed to pay the expiation notice. The cost to the State
the pendulum swings between the Democrats and thelectoral department of non-voter processes was $121 614—
Republicans; in the United Kingdom, the pendulum swingsaan amount we could be saving ourselves by adopting this
between Labour and the Conservatives; in New Zealand, theeasure. Why not put that money into education or some of
pendulum swings between the Labour Party and the Nation#he essential Government services that need to be built up in
Party. this State after 11 years of Labor? The sum of $30 450 was
There are complacent electors supporting both sides of tHeceived by way of expiation payments and further moneys
political spectrum, but voluntary voting would give them awere received into general revenue by way of fines imposed
choice—to show they care or to remain complacent. At thdy the courts. If we put all of these sums together, we are
very least, voluntary voting will make blue ribbon seats lesdooking at well over $150 000 that had to be paid because of
blue ribbon and require candidates and members dfompulsory voting here in South Australia.
Parliament to work for their electorates and woo the electors This Bill will relegate to history the costly and time
with policies as they have never done before. Partieggonsuming non-voter processes that | have just outlined. This
members of Parliament and candidates will no longer be abill simply repeals division VI of part IX of the principal Act
to take the electorate for granted. Parties will really have tavhich provides for compulsory voting. | commend the Bill
do the work which compulsory voting presently does to geto members.
people to the polling booths. The Liberal Government )
believes voluntary voting at elections is a positive and The Hon.LYNN ARNOLD secured the adjournment of

necessary reform. the debate.

Mr Clarke interjecting:
) . PAY-ROLL TAX (MISCELLANEOUS)
The SPEAKER: | warn the member for Ross Smith for AMENDMENT BILL

the first time. This is an important measure, and | am going

to insist this afternoon, when other members participate, that The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer) obtained leave and

Interjections cease. introduced a Bill for an Act to amend the Pay-roll Tax Act
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | was going to commenton 1971. Read a first time.

the rejection of this proposal by the Labor Party and the The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move:

Australian Democrats before | had even had the opportunity That this Bill be now read a second time.

to introduce the measure into Parliament or to put anseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted

argument before Parliament. It shows the blind oppositiofin Hansardwithout my reading it.

that both the Labor Party and the Australian Democrats have | eave granted.

to the issue of voluntary voting. It shows the extent to which, This Bill seeks to revise various aspects of the principal Act

forinstance, the Australian Democrats are apparently actingihich have become outdated, uncertain in application or require
out of self interest, as outlined on radio this morning by Drharmonisation with corresponding laws enacted by other jurisdic-

Dean Jaensch. tions which aLso ccl>llecbt pay-rol(ljtatx. iy the definition of »
S rovision has also been made to clarify the definition of monthly
Members interjecting: return period to ensure that double taxation does not arise and also

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | think it is very significant  to ensure that wages paid in the State are not liable to tax where
that both the Opposition Parties in this State—and one is ngervices are rendered overseas for periods longer than six months.

much bigger than the other—have not even had the decen ggﬁzggrgigﬁggé%ﬁgrﬂ' itﬁ)é}il‘epgtigtgutside of Australiaif the

to allow the Government's measure to be introduced into the ™ the proposed amendments relating to the joint and several
Parliament before announcing their opposition to it. Thatiability of group members and the basis upon which the liability of
shows the extent to which they are prepared to give anyages to pay-roll tax is to be determined will ensure continued
credence whatsoever to the parliamentary system. Howth%F".folmt?'ty n tr:eSpeFt .tto tpotshe rRa“‘t?rSI.W'tgt ”ge CogeTSth“d!”g
. . Islation of the majority or otner Australian states an erritories
I think more fundamental issues are at stake here. We hay wiil remove any doubts that may have arisen regarding the joint
just had a State election, with an overwhelming majorityand several liability of members of a group.
given to the Liberal Party to form a Government. A key part ~ The draft Bill has been the subject of consultation with relevant
of the platform at that election was voluntary voting. It wasindustry groups and the Government appreciates their valuable
a key part of the election speech that | brought down jusgentribution. .
- . Explanation of Clauses
before the election. If the Labor Party and the Australian cjause 1: Short title
Democrats had one ounce of respect for our system of Clause 2: Commencement
democracy, the least they would do is allow this key platfornClauses 1 and 2 are formal.

of the Liberal Party to be passed through both Houses of 8 8 o ion of recordt nio the ACt, It provides that
Parllamgnt as quickly as poss'ple' . ‘record’ means a documentary record, a recdrd made by an
The Liberal Government believes that voluntary voting atelectronic, electromagnetic, photographic or optical process or any
elections is a positive and necessary reform. Two sidether kind of record. =~ ‘ o ’
benefits of voluntary voting are that the estimated 2 per ceqt It also updates the definitions of ‘corporation’ and ‘voting share

: e . 0 bring them into line with th€orporations Law
donkey vote will be eliminated and that those who fail to vote™ "¢ ,se 4: Amendment of s. 7—Secrecy

will not haye to be f‘?"OWE‘d up With so-called ‘please section 7 of the Act provides that a person may only divulge
explain’ notices, nor will those who fail to vote be asked toinformation acquired in connection with the administration of the Act
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to certain people. Clause 4 amends section 7 of the Act to include tHerivate Agents Act 1986, the Government Financing
Australian Securities Commission as a body to whom informationaythority Act 1982, the Industrial Relations Act (SA) 1972,

ma)égigg’g'_g:%endmem of 5. 8—Wages liable to pay-roll tax the Land Agents, Brokers and Valuers Act 1973, the Legal
Clause 5 amends section 8 by striking out subsection (1) anfractitioners Act 1981, the Local Government 1934, the

inserting subsections which provide that with the exception of twdOaths Act 1936, the Public Finance and Audit Act 1987, the

situations, all wages are liable to pay-roll tax. The first situationState Supply Act 1985 and the Trustee Act 1936; and for

relates to wages paid in the State. It provides that wages paid in th&ther purposes. Read a first time

State are not liable to pay-roll tax if they relate entirely to services The H S J BAKER: | .

performed or rendered wholly in one other State or if they relate € 0,”' e - I move: .

entirely to services performed or rendered outside Australiaand the That this Bill be now read a second time,

employee has not, during the six months immediately preceding theseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted

month in which the wages are paid, performed or rendered servicgg Hansardwithout my reading it.

for the employer in the State. The second situation relates to wages Leave granted

paid outside the State and provides that those wages are not liable g ;

to pay-roll tax if they relate entirely to services performed or  This Bill marks a fresh start for the State Bank.

rendered wholly outside the State or mainly outside Australia. It is time to get on with planning the future and that includes
It also amends subsection (3). Subsection (3) provides that wherestructuring the State Bank to contribute to that future.

a cheque, bill of exchange, promissory note or money order is sent At its core, the Bank provides a range of services which South

or given by an employer to a person at a place in Australia inAustralians value. These include:

payment of wages, those wages are to have been taken to have been-  lending for housing and personal loans;

paid at that place at the time the instrument was sent or given. The - convenient deposit facilities;

proposed amendment includes the electronic transfer of funds, - credit card services;
providing that where funds are transferred electronically to a bank - rural lending and trade finance;
account maintained in Australia, the wages are taken to have been - lending for South Australian business and leasing;
paid at that place at the time the funds were transferred. - school banking and sponsorship.
Clause 6: Amendment of s. 18—Power to obtain information and hese activities are appropriate for a solid regional bank.
evidence They are the areas in which it has solid expertise. They are the

Clause 6 amends the principal Act to include in the Commissioner'services provided by the majority of staff in branches throughout the
power to obtain information and evidence that any record that is nobtate. )
in writing and in an intelligible form be produced as awrittenrecord ~ The Bank has a core of good, loyal staff who are expert in

in a readily intelligible form. providing banking services to ordinary South Australians. It clearly
Clause 7: Amendment of s. 18b—Grouping of corporations has not had the necessary expertise for the big national or inter-
Clause 7 is a consequential amendmesge-clause 3. national corporate scene. )
Clause 8: Amendment of s. 18d—Grouping of commonly Over the past three years, the Bank has been shedding the
controlled businesses activities which got it into difficulty.
Clause 8 is a consequential amendmesge-clause 3. With this Bill, the Government is moving decisively to complete
Clause 9: Amendment of s. 18i—Exclusion of persons fronhe process. ) )
groups From 1 July 1994, the Bank will be focussed completely on its
Clause 9 is a consequential amendmesge-clause 3. core activities, the activities in Whl_ch_ it has e>_<pert|se_and_ which it
Clause 10: Amendment of s. 286—Liquidator to give notice ~ has shown that it can do well. This is primarily banking in South
Clause 10 is a consequential amendmesieclause 3. Australia, with only limited activities in other States, which are to
Clause 11: Amendment of s. 33—Contributions from jointbe carefully controlled and restricted to areas of the Bank’s expertise
taxpayers in small scale leasing and commercial lending.

Clause 11 inserts a subsection into section 33 to provide that any tax From 1 July 1994, the Bank will also be run on the same basis
payable under the Act by a member or members of a group is a deBg Mmost other banks.
due jointly and severally by every person who was a member of the It Will be a company like other banks, rather than a statutory

group during the period in respect of which the tax became due. authority and it will be capable of being sold or listed on the stock
Clause 12: Amendment of s. 38—Offences exchange. Accordingly, the word "State" will be dropped from its

Clause 12 is a consequential amendmesie-clause 3. name and it will become Bank of South Australia Limited, or

Clause 13: Amendment of s. 48—Records to be preserved ~ BankSA for short. . -
Clause 13 is a consequential amendmesegeclause 3. It will have a new logo, retaining the existing colours of red,
Clause 14: Amendment of s. 49—Access to records. etc white and blue, but based on the State floral emblem, Sturt’s Desert
Clause 14 amends section 49 of the Act to provide that if .recorgea' This signifies the continuing nature of the Bank’s core business,
is not held in writing in an understandable form, a person who ha8ut &/S0 the Bank's new beginning. )
the custody or control of the record must, at the request of the,  Like other banks, it will be formally supervised by the Reserve
Commissioner or authorised person, produce a written document, %ﬁmk o(fj A%ﬁttrﬁ“a' As Membefrfhatg a\{valr_e, t{)‘e E_eservetBan1I§hls
a readily intelligible form, setting out the contents of the record. CNargec with (ne Supervision or the Australian banking system. 1he

Clause 15: Amendment of s. 51—Service of documents by ifReserve Bank supervises all of the major banks and it is appropriate
Commissione'r ' that it should supervise our Bank too. To achieve this, the Bill

: ; ephe-C provides for the State to refer its banking powers to the
Clag(s:ﬁeldSUEa consequential amendm lause 3. Commonwealth in respect of Bank of South Australia. From 1 July

This is a statute law revision schedule to amend the penalt 99::3' Itwv:ltlr|1| Cocf[hm; uggﬁéghggomgcg\;\rl]iamfggkisnugbg%tt- to the
provisions of the Act. Corporations Law. The Corporations Law, which is administered by

. the Australian Securities Commission, sets stringent requirements
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD secured the adjournment of for the directors of public companies and it is appropriate that the

the debate. directors of Bank of South Australia should be subject to these
requirements.
STATE BANK (CORPORATISATION) BILL From 1 July 1994, the Bank will also pay Commonwealth tax.

Like other regional banks, it will provide the security which

. comes from specialising in loans for housing, personal loans, loans
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer) obtained leave and for small business and supporting corporate South Australia, rather

introduced a B|” fOI’ an Actto provide fOI’ the transfer Of part than |arge scale national business.
of the undertaking of the State Bank of South Australiato a Retail deposits currently held by the State Bank will be trans-
company formed to carry on the business of banking undégrred to BankSA. However, with these changes, it will neither be

. appropriate nor necessary for the State Government guarantee on
the law of the Commonwealth; to make Consequemlageposits with BankSA to continue indefinitely. However, all retail
amendments to the State Bank of South Australia Act 1983;stomer deposits will be guaranteed at the time the new Bank
to make consequential amendments to the Commercial ardmmences business on 1 July 1994 and will continue to be
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guaranteed until 1 July 1999. Term deposits in existence on 1 Julipclude a sizeable funding facility of approximately $3 billion
1994 and maturing on or after 1 July 1999 will continue to beprovided to Bank of South Australia for a transitional period.
guaranteed until maturity. Arrangements regarding new deposits and SAFA will also have an important role in the new arrangements
additions to existing deposits will not change for twelve months, buin managing the Corporation’s liabilities and the funding facility to
any deposits made after 28 February 1995 (including additions tthe new Bank.
existing deposits) will not be guaranteed. An information paper on Corporatisation for the information of
On 1 July this year, Bank of South Australia will come into being Members is also being tabled.
as a bank with a bright future, operating on the same basis as other Part One of the Bill covers preliminary matters.
banks. Part Two allows the Treasurer to subscribe capital to the Bank
This Bill provides for the steps necessary to achieve this. Thi®f South Australia. As noted previously, the Bank’s capital base is
Bill alone, however, is not sufficient. Complementary legislation will expected to be between $400 million and $500 million compared to
also be introduced by the Commonwealth and by other States aritle capital base of the present Bank of over $600 million.
Territories. Part Three provides that Bank of South Australia is not an agency
As Members will note from the Bill, the actual process involved in of the Crown. This is appropriate for an entity which will be
creating the new Bank is a technically complex one. However, apagrivatised. The provisions of this Part will also render it subject to
from the change of name and logo, there will be little change fotCommonwealth taxation, even while it is wholly owned by the State.
most customers on 1 July 1994. Present deposits will still bérhis fulfils one of the conditions agreed with the Commonwealth
Government guaranteed and there will not be any disruption to loan§overnment.
investments or other services. In this respect, the change will be no Part Four provides for the transfer of assets and liabilities from
greater than the changes which occurred with the original BaniState Bank to Bank of South Australia. While the provisions are
merger in 1984. relatively complex, they operate to free customers of the need to do
Over time, however, the change will provide better service foranything to transfer their business to the new Bank. Similar
customers. The Bank will be smaller, with about $7 to $8 billion of provisions will be enacted in a number of States and Territories in
assets compared to $16 hillion at June last. It will be focussed owhich the Bank undertakes business.
South Australia and be a simpler operation. As a result, it will be  Part Five deals with staffing. As already noted, the overriding
better able to concentrate further on servicing the needs of itprinciple is that the transfer of staff to BankSA will not affect
customers. One of the Bank’s first actions will be to seek theemuneration, leave or continuity of service. At the same time, it will
suggestions of its customers on further improvements to service.not constitute a retrenchment or give rise to any right to damages.
The creation of the new Bank also includes the strengthening obtaffing provisions are a very important part of the legislation and
the Board and management, while providing necessary continuityhe Government believes that they should only be enacted after close
In this respect, | am pleased that Mr John Frearson, the currespnsultation with staff. Accordingly, further provisions may be
Chairman of the State Bank, has agreed to be the inaugural Chairméniroduced, following such consultation.
of the Bank of South Australia. Other appointments to the Board an®art Six deals with the Government guarantee.
senior management will be announced in due course. Part Seven provides for the reference of banking power to the
The Government has a very clear purpose in creating the Bankommonwealth. This is necessary to make BankSA subject to
of South Australia. We are committed to sale of the Bank. Reserve Bank supervision under the Commonwealth Banking Act.
Our preference is for a public float, although all options remainThis is another condition agreed with the Commonwealth.
under consideration. Part Eight contains miscellaneous provisions.
To be capable of being floated, Bank of South Australiawillneed ~ Schedule Two of the Bill provides for consequential amendments
to be competitive and this will require further operating improve-to the State Bank Act. ]
ments. However, the Government's approach offers the opportunity Some of the more important amendments include:

of greater job security for staff than would an early trade sale to - changing the name of the Bank to South Australian Asset
another bank. Management Corporation;

It also offers the possibility of significantly increasing the value - providing for a Board of between four and six members;
of the Bank. Like many banks, the present bank has an excessive cost - providing for the Board to be subject to the direction and
base. By improving the efficiency of the new Bank, over the next control of the Treasurer;
year or so, the value of the Bank will be increased and, at the same - provisions to allow the present capital in the Bank held by
time, job security will also be increased. SAFA to be transferred to the Treasurer;

On this basis, the Government expects to retain a shareholding - provisions to protect customer confidentiality.
in the new Bank until 1996 or thereabouts. However, this does not It should be noted that the amendments do not vary Section 21
preclude an earlier sale of part of all of the Bank if market conditionof the existing Act which is concerned with the Government

are favourable. guarantee of the Bank’s liabilities. This Section remains without
Among other things, the Bill provides for the transfer of staff amendment. o o )
from the existing entity to the new company. There will also be legislation in other States and Territories which

Not all existing staff will be transferred to BankSA. Those deals primarily with the transfer of assets and liabilities to BankSA.
associated with activities being wound down, together with thé-egislation in a number of States is common in situations of this type
Group Asset Management Division, will remain behind in theand has often been needed in the course of bank mergers.
existing statutory authority. Commonwealth legislation is necessary to bring the Bank within

The large majority of existing staff, however, will transfer and the Banking Act, to facilitate bringing BankSA within
will be doing much the same jobs as they are doing now. As the BilCommonwealth taxation legislation and to avoid various administra-
makes clear, the transfer of staff will not affect the remuneration ofive problems. .
employees, their leave or their continuity of service. Because Bank of South Australia will be a company, its

The Bill as introduced does not cover all staffing matters,operations will be governed by its Memorandum and Articles rather
particularly in respect of superannuation. For example, because tfigan legislation. There will also be a Shareholders’ Agreement and
Bank will ultimately be sold, there is likely to be a need to changed Lending Agreement for the funding facility provided by the
arrangements in respect of the old State Superannuation Scheme. T@rporation. Outlines of these documents will be tabled prior to the
Government believes that these matters should be the subject @@mmencement of the debate on this Bill.
consultation with staff and negotiations are currently underway. ~As | noted at the outset, this Bill marks a fresh start. The Bank
Accordingly, the Government will introduce the necessary provision®f South Australia will be a solid, viable regional bank based in
by way of amendment. Adelaide. With support from its customers and commitment from its

The existing statutory authority will continue in existence to staff, the Bank will have a bright future.
facilitate the continued operations of the Group Asset Management | commend the Bill to Honourable Members.

Division, the wind down of performing assets which are not » Explanation of Clauses
appropriate for the Bank of South Australia and the wind down of ~ The provisions of the Bill are as follows:
the present Bank’s Government guaranteed liabilities to the capital PART 1
markets. The Bill provides for the authority to be renamed the South PRELIMINARY

Australian Asset Management Corporation. The Corporationwillbe  Clause 1: Short title
a sizeable entity, with an opening balance sheet of the order of $7 tbhis clause is formal.
$8 billion. It will continue to be Government guaranteed. Thiswill  Clause 2: Commencement



212 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 23 February 1994

This clause provides for the measure to come into operation on a ddhis clause deals with a possible private international law problem.

to be fixed by proclamation. It provides that if the transfer of a liability from a body to BSAL and
Clause 3: Interpretation the consequent discharge from the liability is not recognised under
This clause contains definitions of terms used in the measure.  the law of a place outside South Australia, the body is entitled to be
"Assets" and "liabilities" are given expansive meanings. indemnified by BSAL for any payment it may be required to make
"BSAL" is defined as the public company with the name "Bankunder the law of that place.
of South Australia Limited" formed under ti@orporations Law Clause 11: Transitional provisions o
"SBSA" is the State Bank of South Australia. This clause contains a series of transitional provisions related to
"SBSA subsidiary" or "subsidiary" is— transferred assets and liabilities. The general purpose of the

provisions is to put BSAL in the same legal position as SBSA or the
ASBSA subsidiary from which assets or liabilities are transferred.

Clause 12: Direct payment orders to accounts transferred to

AL

is clause is designed to ensure that an instruction, order or
andate given to a bank or other financial institution for payments
be made to an account at SBSA or an SBSA subsidiary continues
to operate so that the payments are made to the account when
I16an31‘erred to BSAL under this measure or a corresponding law.

(a) a company specified in Schedule 1; and
(b)any company classified by proclamation as an SBS
subsidiary.

"Transferred assets" and "transferred liabilities" encompass ass
and liabilities transferred under a corresponding law of anothe
State or a Territory as well as those transferred under thi%:n
measure. 0
Clause 4: Territorial application of Act

The measure is to apply both within and outside the State and is

apply outside the State to the full extent of the extra-territorial  _Clause 13: Registering authorities to note transfer o
legislative power of the State. Under this clause, the Registrar-General and any other registering

PART 2 authority will be required to register or record in the appropriate
manner the transfer to BSAL of any transferred asset or liability and

Clause 5P(3Ra(1?)\|{§ls?1’t\)ls?r'|:p(tfoAr? I;ACL TOBSAL to register an instrument in registrable form, executed by BSAL,
The Treasurer is empowered by this clause to provide capital or lo relating to property that is a transferred asset even though BSAL is

. g t registered as the proprietor of the property.
capital to BSAL and to transfer non-pecuniary assets of the Crown™ g pegistrar-General or other registering authority is authorised

. . . .. by the clause to register a dealing with Bank group property b
Unless the Treasurer otherwise determines, capital SUbSCI’IptIOI’S%SA orthe subsidi%ry in whose ngme the propgrty ig Pegigter){ad )c;r

and advances are to be paid out of the Consolidated Account. py Bga| without being concerned to inquire whether the property
The Treasurer may exercise these powers on conditions whic o is not a transferred asset.

may include conditions providing for the issue of shares to thec|quse 14: Exclusion of obligation to inquire

Treasurer. . . . Under this clause, a person dealing with SBSA or an SBSA
Provision is made exempting an instrument to give effect to suclypsidiary or with BSAL is relieved of any obligation to inquire
a transaction from stamp duty. whether property to which the transaction relates is or is not a
, PART 3 transferred asset.
BSAL'S RELATIONSHIP WITH CROWN Further, the clause provides that if SBSA or an SBSA subsidiary
Clause 6: Relationship with Crown was entitled to property before the appointed day, and after that day,

The clause declares that BSAL is not an instrumentality or agencgBSA or the SBSA subsidiary, or BSAL, purports to deal with the
of the Crown, does not have the privileges and immunities of thgyroperty as if entitled to it, the transaction is valid even though the
Crown, does not represent the Crown, and is not a public opody corporate purporting to deal with the property is not entitled
government authority. ) o to do so because the property is, or is not, a transferred asset.

The clause is designed to ensure, as far as is possible in terms of This will not, however, validate a transaction if the party dealing
the Commonwealth Constitution, that BSAL is subject towith SBSA, the SBSA subsidiary or BSAL has actual notice of the
Commonwealth banking and taxation laws. deficiency of title, or acts fraudulently.

This Part should be read together with Part 7 of the measure Clause 15: Caveat in respect of land not transferred to BSAL
which, by way of reinforcement, provides for the reference of aThis clause is intended to prevent the possibility of there being a

banking power to the Commonwealth Parliament. dealing by BSAL with land that has not been transferred. Earlier
PART 4 provisions of the measure facilitate dealings by BSAL by removing

TRANSFER OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES TO BSAL any requirement for registering authorities or third parties to inquire
Clause 7: Transfer of assets and liabilities to BSAL whether property has or has not been transferred to BSAL. This

This is the basic provision of the measure and empowers thelause will allow SBSA or an SBSA subsidiary to lodge with the
Treasurer to transfer assets and liabilities of SBSA or an SBSARegistrar-General a caveat under fReal Property Act 1886n
subsidiary to BSAL. This is to be done by order in writing made respect of such land forbidding the registration of any dealing with
before, or within the period of six months beginning on, thethe land by BSAL without the consent in writing of SBSA or the
appointed day (a day fixed by proclamation). However, this periodSBSA subsidiary concerned.

may be reduced by proclamation. Clause 16: Re-transfer of assets or liabilities
An order may be varied or revoked by the Treasurer by furtheiThe Treasurer is authorised by this clause to re-transfer assets or
order in writing made before the order takes effect. liabilities (or both) from BSAL to SBSA or an SBSA subsidiary.

The clause declares that a transfer of an asset or liability operates Clause 17: Stamp and other duties or taxes
by force of the statute and despite the provisions of any other law oFhis clause provides an exemption from stamp duty, financial
instrument. institutions duty or debits tax in respect of any transfer effected by
It further declares that the transfer of a liability operates toorder of the Treasurer under this measure, any other transfer or
discharge the body corporate from which the liability was transferrecssignment of assets or liabilities by SBSA or an SBSA subsidiary
from the liability. to BSAL and anything done for a purpose connected with, or arising
Clause 8: Conditions of transfer out of, such a transfer or assignment.
Under this clause, the Treasurer may fix the conditions on which Clause 18: Evidence
assets or liabilities are transferred to BSAL under this measure or&his clause provides for a certificate issued by the Treasurer to be
corresponding law. conclusive evidence as to whether an asset or liability is or is not a
The conditions of transfer may free transferred property from dransferred asset or liability.
trust (if each beneficiary is SBSA or an SBSA subsidiary) and may PART 5
fix the value of transferred assets and liabilities and impose a liability STAFF
on the transferee reflecting that value. Clause 19: Transfer of staff
Clause 9: Transferred assets free of statutory trust in favour oProvision is made for the transfer of Bank group staff to the
Crown employment of BSAL by order of the Treasurer.
This clause is intended to make it clear that a transferred asset is nbhe clause declares that such a transfer does not affect remuneration,
subject to any statutory trust in favour of the Crown arising under théeave rights or continuity of service and does not constitute a
State Bank of South Australia Act 1983 retrenchment or redundancy.
Clause 10: Indemnity if transfer and discharge of liability not It further declares that such a transfer is not to give rise to any
recognised under other law right to damages or compensation.
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PART 6 (b) to impose a restriction affecting the name in which BSAL
GUARANTEE may carry on business; or

Clause 20: Government guarantee (c) to provide for the sale or disposal of BSAL or any part of its
This clause provides for a statutory guarantee by the Treasurer of undertaking, or for the merger or amalgamation of BSAL or
certain BSAL liabilities. For the purposes of this guarantee, the any part of its undertaking; or
clause (at subclause (11)) establishes a guarantee period—eight (d) to provide for the reconstruction of BSAL.
months from the transfer date or a longer period fixed by regulation. PART 8

The liabilities to be guaranteed are— MISCELLANEOUS

(a) liabilities of BSAL on deposits, being deposits at call oron  Clause 22: Exemption from stamp duty, etc.
a period of notice, transferred from SBSA to BSAL together This clause provides for further exemptions to be granted by the
with interest accrued on the deposits up to the transfer andfreasurer, by notice published in tii&azette from stamp duty,
further interest accrued on the deposits up to the end of théinancial institutions duty or debits tax. Such exemptions are for—

guarantee period; ) ) ) (a) a transaction involved in the winding up of a trust in which
(b) liabilities of BSAL on deposits, being deposits at call or on SBSA or an SBSA subsidiary is a beneficiary or discretionary
a period of notice, made with BSAL within the guarantee object; or

period, but only to the extent of $1 000 000 in respectofany  (b) the assignment of the beneficial interest, or a part of the
one account together with interest accrued on the deposits (to beneficial interest, in a trust by or to SBSA or an SBSA
the extent that they are guaranteed) up to the end of the subsidiary; or

guarantee period; _ (c) a transaction involved in the winding up of a partnership of
(c) liabilities of BSAL on term deposits transferred from SBSA which SBSA or an SBSA subsidiary is a member; or

to BSAL together with interest accrued on the deposits up to  (d) the assignment of an interest in a partnership by or to SBSA

the transfer and further interest accrued on the deposits until or an SBSA subsidiary; or

payment or satisfaction; _ _ (e) any assignment or other transaction involved in the winding
(d) liabilities of BSAL on term deposits maturing no later than up of the affairs of SBSA and the SBSA subsidiaries; or

30 June 1999 made with BSAL within the guarantee period,  (f) an application or entry made, or receipt given, or anything

but only to the extent of $1 000 000 in respect of any one else done for a purpose connected with, or arising out of, such

account together with interest accrued on the deposits (to the an assignment or other transaction.

extent that they are guaranteed) until payment or satisfaction;  Cjause 23: Dissolution of SBSA subsidiaries
(e) transferred liabilities arising on negotiable instruments, banknder this clause, the Governor is empowered to dissolve an SBSA
guarantees or letters of credit; subsidiary by proclamation.

(f) such other transferred liabilities and liabilities incurred by The clause pro\”des that if an SBSA Subs|d|ary is so dlssolved’
BSAL within the guarantee period as are specified by thets assets and liabilities are vested in SBSA.

Treasurer, by notice published in ti@@azettewithin the Clause 24: Act overrides other laws
transfer period, on terms and conditions fixed in the notice Thjs clause is designed to ensure that the measure has effect despite
The guarantee is to expire on 1 July 1999. the provisions of thi®eal Property Act 1886r any other law.

However, the guarantee continues if a written demand is made not Cjayse 25: Effect of things done or allowed under Act

later than 30 June 1999 for payment of a guaranteed liability fallingrpjs clause declares that nothing done or allowed under the measure
due on or before that date, or, in the case of a liability falling du
after that date, if a written demand is made for payment not later than
six months after the liability falls due.

The clause authorises the Treasurer, after consultation with the
board of directors of BSAL, to make an order fixing charges to be
paid by BSAL in respect of the guarantee as it relates to specified
liabilities and imposing restrictions binding on BSAL as to the
acceptance of deposits by BSAL within the guarantee period or the
variation by agreement at any time of the terms or conditions
governing any guaranteed liability. Any such order must be made
within the transfer period.

Under the clause, BSAL may agree with a depositor that a deposit
is not to be subject to the guarantee. bligat

The clause makes it clear that if the Treasurer makes a payment cl 0 '936'92' lati
to a person under the guarantee, the Treasurer is subrogated, to the ~'aUS€ <0: Régulatons . .
extent of the payment, to the person’s rights (including rights of! IS clause is the usual regulation-making provision.

(a) constitute a breach of, or default under, an Act or other law;

or

(b) constitute a breach of, or default under, a contract, agreement,
understanding or undertaking; or

(c) constitute a breach of a duty of confidence (whether arising
by contract, in equity, by custom, or in any other way); or

(d) constitute a civil or criminal wrong; or

(e) terminate an agreement or obligation, or fulfils any condition
that allows a person to terminate an agreement or obligation,
or gives rise to any other right or remedy; or

(f) release a surety or other obligee wholly or in part from an

priority as a creditor in a winding-up) in respect of the liability SCHEDULE 1
guaranteed. . ~ SBSA subsidiaries
PART 7 This schedule lists subsidiaries of the State Bank.
REFERENCE OF BANKING POWER TO _ SCHEDULE 2 _
COMMONWEALTH Consequential amendments to State Bank of South Australia Act

Clause 21: Reference of banking power to Commonwealth 1983 .

Section 51 (xxxvii) of the Commonwealth Constitution empowers 1S schedule makes a number of consequential amendments to

the Commonwealth Parliament to make laws relating to matters (ndpe State Bank of South Australia Act 1983

otherwise within its powers) referred to it by a State Parliament. The . Clause 1: Interpretation

power of the Commonwealth Parliament to make laws with respecthis clause is formal. - _

to banking does not extend to State banking. In this context, the Clause 2: Substitution of long title

measure refers the matter of State banking to the Parliament of tHenew long title is provided for:

Commonwealth. An Act to continue the State Bank of South Australia in existence
However, this reference is, under the clause, to operate only—as the South Australian Asset Management Corporation with the
(a) in relation to the banking business of BSAL to the extent (if function of managing certain assets; and for other purposes.

any) that it constitutes State banking and is not otherwise Clause 3: Amendment of s. 3—Interpretation

included in the legislative power of the Parliament of the A new definition of "the Bank" is inserted reflecting the change in

Commonwealth; and name to the "South Australian Asset Management Corporation”.
(b) for a period from the commencement of this provision until  Clause 4: Substitution of heading to Division | Part II

a day fixed by proclamation as the day on which the referenc&he heading is amended to reflect the provision for change of the

is to terminate. corporate name.
Further, the clause limits this by excluding any power on the part  Clause 5: Amendment of s. 6—Establishment of the Bank
of the Parliament of the Commonwealth— The section is amended to make it clear that the body is now an

(a) to prohibit BSAL from carrying on banking business without instrumentality of the Crown and to ensure that it is exempted from
holding an authority under the law of the Commonwealth orState taxes in the same way as other instrumentalities of the Crown.
to provide for the granting of such an authority to BSAL; or ~ Clause 6: Insertion of s. 6A—Change of corporate name
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The clause inserts a new section providing that the Bank continues Section 29a dealt with customer confidentiality and is replaced
in existence as a body corporate under the name the "Southy proposed new section 35a dealing with the same matter. Section
Australian Asset Management Corporation”. 30 (relating to notice of trusts affecting deposits and investments
Clause 7: Amendment of s. 7—Membership of the Board with the Bank) is no longer required in view of the new limited
The Board of the Bank is reduced in size from a minimum of 6 andunctions of the Bank.
a maximum of 9 to a minimum of 4 and a maximum of 6. Clause 20:Substitution of heading to Part VI
Clause 8: Amendment of s. 8—Term of office The heading to Part VI of the principal Act is replaced with a
The clause adds a new provision to ensure that a person who, at theading extending the reference to the restructuring of the Bank to
time of appointment as a Director of the Bank, is an employee in th#he disposal of BSAL.
Public Service of the State ceases to be a Director on ceasing to be Clause 21:Amendment of s. 32—Definitions
an employee in the Public Service. The clause adds to the definitions for the purposes of Part VI a
Clause 9: Amendment of s. 9—Casual vacancies definition of "BSAL".
This clause makes a similar amendment so that a public servant on Clause 22:Amendment of s. 34—Restructuring and disposal
the Board of the Bank may be removed from office by the GovernoSection 34 of the principal Act currently provides for action (the
while the person remains a public servant for any reason theauthorised project") necessary in preparation for the restructuring

Governor considers sufficient. of the Bank and its subsidiaries. This is now largely completed with
Clause 10: Substitution of s. 15—Control and direction by thethe proposal for transfer of assets and liabilities to BSAL and plans
Treasurer for the disposal of assets of or shares in that body.

The clause replaces section 15 (setting out the general banking The clause, accordingly, enlarges the scope of the authorised
policies to be observed by the Board) with a new provision that thgroject so that it will include the disposal of assets of, or shares in,
Board is to be subject to the control and direction of the TreasureBSAL. Subsection (3) of the section is the basic provision ensuring
Clause 11: Amendment of s. 17—Staff of Bank access to Bank group information as required for the authorised
The clause adds a new provision allowing the Bank to make use gfroject. This is now reworded by the clause so that it applies both to
the services of persons employed in an administrative unit of th&ank group information and to information that will be in the
Public Service. possession or control of BSAL and so that it relates to disposal of
Clause 12: Amendment of s. 19—General functions of the BanRSAL assets or shares. o ]
The clause restates the functions of the Bank as being to manage, The clause makes other similar consequential amendments and
realise and otherwise deal with its remaining assets and liabilitieEemoves subsection (6) which deals with matters now to be covered
and, with the approval of the Treasurer, other assets and liabilitigy proposed new section 35A.
of the Crown or an instrumentality of the Crown, to the best Clause 23:Substitution of s. 35—Confidentiality

advantage of the State. Section 35 of the principal Act currently deals with confidentiality
Certain provisions relating to banking operations are removed is to customer matters. This is replaced by a new confidentiality

view of the new limited functions of the body. provision in wider terms.

Clause 13: Amendment of s. 20—Advances by the Treasurer Under the new provision, a person who, through membership of

The section is amended by striking out subsection (3) whictthe Board or staff of the Bank, or involvement in the authorised
prevented repayment of capital grants to the Bank except ofroject, has acquired information about the affairs of some other

resolution of both Houses of Parliament. person who is or was a customer of the Bank must not disclose or
Clause 14: Insertion of s. 20A—Capital or advances provided bynake use of the information unless—
SAFA (a) the disclosure or use of the information is reasonably required

The clause adds a new provision authorising the Treasurer to for, or in connection with, the carrying out of the authorised
determine that capital or advances provided to the Bank by the South  project or the proper conduct of the business of the Bank or

Australian Government Financing Authority, or a specified part of BSAL; or
any such capital or advances, is to be treated as capital or advances (b) the other person approves the disclosure or use of the
provided to the Bank by the Treasurer. information; or

Such a determination may include provision for compensation (c) the disclosure or use of the information is authorised or
of the South Australian Government Financing Authority. required by or under some other Act or law.

Under the clause, the Treasurer may require the Bank to repaf penalty is fixed for such an offence at the level of a maximum of
to the Treasurer the capital or advances or a specified part of tHb 000 if the offender is a natural person, or if the offender is a body
capital or advances. corporate, a maximum of $50 000.

Any such determination or requirement must be made before the Despite this offence, provision is made authorising information
appointed day (the day for transfer of assets and liabilities to BSAL)to be provided to the Treasurer about any Bank group transaction

Clause 15: Substitution of s. 22—Surplus funds under which another party to the transaction is in default. Where
The clause replaces section 22 of the Act (providing for taxconfidential information is so provided to the Treasurer, the
equivalent payments and payments in the nature of dividends to theeasurer must in turn observe confidentiality in respect of the
Treasurer) with a provision requiring any annual surplus to be paiéhformation except to the extent (if any) that his or her duties of
into the Consolidated Account or otherwise dealt with as theoffice otherwise require.

Treasurer may determine. The clause also inserts a new section 35a protecting the

Clause 16: Amendment of s. 23—Accounts and audit disclosure or use of information relating to Bank group or BSAL
The clause inserts a provision requiring audits of the body’s accountatters from any civil law consequences where the disclosure or use
to be by the Auditor-General rather than an auditor appointed by thef the information is reasonably required for, on in connection with,

Board as currently required under section 24 of the Act. the carrying out of the authorised project or the proper conduct of the
Clause 17:Repeal of s. 24 business of the Bank or BSAL.

This clause provides for the repeal of section 24 and is consequential Clause 24:Amendment of second schedule

to the preceding clause. The clause removes certain provisions relating to Bank staff and
Clause 18:Substitution of ss. 26, 27 and 28—Customer§lassification of offices, promotions and discipline.

Unclaimed Moneys Account Clause 25:Expiry of certain provisions

This clause removes sections 26, 27 and 28 of the principal Acthis clause provides for the expiry of subsections (3) and (4) of
dealing with, respectively, the Bank’s powers in relation to thesection 34 of the principal Act on a day fixed by proclamation for
money and securities of customers who have died or become e purpose. These provisions require the disclosure of information
unsound mind, the Bank’s handling of unclaimed money anddy the Bank group and BSAL for the purposes of the Bank group
payments to minors. The clause inserts a new provision continuinggstructuring and disposal of BSAL assets or shares.

the Bank’s obligations in relation to unclaimed money in the account SCHEDULE 3
established for that purpose. Consequential amendments to other Acts

Clause 19:Substitution of ss. 29a and 30—Validity of transac-  This schedule makes consequential amendments to certain Acts
tions of Bank other than thé&tate Bank of South Australia Act

Sections 29a and 30 of the principal Act are repealed and a provision Clauses 1, 4, 5 and imove definitions of "bank" that make
is substituted ensuring the validity of prior Bank transactions despiteeference to the State Bank. The term "bank" is left to its ordinary
any deficiency in the corporate capacity of the Bank. meaning for the purposes of each of the Acts concerned.



Wednesday 23 February 1994 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 215

Clause 2amends th&overnment Financing Authority Act 1982 Members of the scheme contribute to a fund established under
Section 16 empowers the Treasurer to give directions to semihe deed and claims for indemnity made against the fund are assessed
government authorities as to borrowings and investments, but makéy a board of management.
an exception from this for the Local Government Finance Authority  The Local Government Association Mutual Liability Scheme to
and the State Bank. The exception for the State Bank is removed ifate has been a success. Since its commencement it has, from a zero
view of its new more limited functions. base, accumulated reserves of about 2.4 million dollars. Unlike

Clauses 3 and feplace a definition of "prime bank rate" with a interstate Local Governmentinsurance arrangements suffering steep
new definition of the term based on the indicator rate for primeincreases in premiums, contributions to the South Australian Scheme
corporate lending of the Commonwealth Bank rather than the Stateave remained relatively stable.

Bank. The references to this term appear intitistrial Relations Its success can be largely attributed to an emphasis upon
Act (S.A.) 1972nd theLocal Government Act 1934 prevention achieved through pro active initiatives to ensure

Clause 8amends théPublic Finance and Audit Act 1987A potentially hazardous situations are identified and that actions are
provision requiring the current Group Asset Management Divisiortaken to minimise risks.
to be treated as a public authority is removed. Also removed is a This has kept claims at a low level and had the positive effect of
provision authorising investment of money under the Treasurer'protecting the community from injury in the first instance.
control in the State Bank. Section 18 of the Act requires the An amendment to theocal Government Adtas been requested
Treasurer's consent for certain financial transactions entered into iy the Local Government Association to provide a statutory base for
semi-government authorities, but makes an exception from this fahe scheme. The Local Government Association is seeking to
the State Bank and SAFA. The clause changes this reference to tBgmplify the scheme’s administrative structure and provide for
Bank to that body under its new name the South Australian Assejreater transparency and accountability in the operation of the

Management Corporation. scheme.

Clause %mends th&tate Supply Act 198 thatitis clear that The Local Government Association’s desire to review the
that Act applies to the South Australian Asset Managemenpperation of the scheme has also been reinforced by technical
Corporation. o . concerns expressed by the auditor for the Council Purchasing

Clause 1Gamends th@rustee Act 1936y widening the meaning  Authority about the original deed.
given to "bank” in section 5(1) of that Act. The Crown Solicitor has examined the deed and advised that it

does not provide for the winding up of the fund, so that the trust
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD secured the adjournment of created by the deed may be void under the common law rules against
the debate. remoteness of vesting, otherwise known as "the rule relating to
perpetuities”.
Advice has been received that these problems can be overcome
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PRO- by providing for the scheme to be conducted by the Local Govern-
VISIONS) AMENDMENT BILL ment Association, and by ensuring that the rule against perpetuities
does not apply and has not applied in the past.
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Housing, A further problem with the current arrangement relates to the
Urban Development and Local Government Relations) scheme’s continued exemption from paying tax on its retained

obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act to amend th%ﬂiﬂg‘rﬁ’; r:]tai; eﬁ’(%%séig'teh éh:ghg'n‘?. er?(ljetg ”tggi”?youncil Purchasing

Local Government Act 1934. Read a first time. The Crown Solicitor has provided advice that the scheme’s case
The Hon. J.K.G OSWALD: | move: for tax exemption might be reinforced if, in addition to providing for
That this Bill be now read a second time. the 'sa\chem_et'go be cor]dut(_:ttetd (lj)y the Logla_l Go;/':err]tment Association,

; PR ssociation was instituted as a public authority.
! seek leave FO have the Seqonq reading explanation InsertHEFIn general these amendments toltlheal Government Adarify
in Hansardwithout my reading it. and update the Association’s role in providing insurance services to

Leave granted. Local Government in South Australia.

The revision of Local Government's primary legislative Edual Employment Opportunity
framework will continue along the lines of the agreed model, which ~ Secondly, | refer to the Local Government equal employment

involves distinguishing between "constitutional” and "operational"0Pportunity reporting provisions which were introduced into the
provisions and dividing operational provisions into "administrative”, Local Government Adh 1991. The Bill extends the sunset on the
"electoral", and "lands" packages. provisions from the 30th June 1994 to the 30th June 1997.

It is now proposed that a Local Government Constitution Bill _ The provisions introduced in 1991 established the Local
proceed in the Budget session of Parliament rather than in thiovernment Equal Employment Opportunity Advisory Committee
session, to allow everyone time to fully consider the issues which art® assist councils in developing and implementing equal employment
involved. During the months of March and April the draft Constitu- Opportunity programs, to collate information on the activity of
tion Bill circulated by the former Government will be reviewed in councils in this area, and to promote the principles and purposes of
the light of submissions received prior to 1st March and ongoingtqual employment opportunity within local government administra-
discussions with the Local Government Association. In the sam#&80n. ) )
period proposals will be developed for the revision of administrative  The Advisory Committee has developed equal employment
and electoral provisions. After consultation with councils, interestedpportunity guidelines and produced implementation packages. It has
groups and members of the public, a Constitution Bill, together witralso been responsible for extensive equal employment opportunity
legislation dealing with administrative and electoral matters, shoul@wareness training including conducting regional workshops in the
be available for the Budget session. Dealing with constitutional€ity and country areas to assist councils in formulating and imple-
administrative and electoral provisions at the same time will makeénenting their own programs. ] o )
it easier for everyone to understand what is being proposed and how The equal employment opportunity provisions also require

the model for this review fits together. councils to submit draft equal employment opportunity programs and
In the interim it is necessary to deal with these amendments iannual reports to the Advisory Committee. The first reports were
advance of that wider review. submitted in November 1992.
| will briefly outline the various provisions of the Bill. All councils reported for the first time to the Advisory Committee
Council liability insurance in November 1992 and again in 1993 but notwithstanding that

I refer to Local Government liability insurance in this State. Theprogress has been made, the reports demonstrated that a majority of
Local Government Association Mutual Liability Scheme providescouncils were yet to comprehend and develop appropriate strategic
unlimited cover to member councils for civil liabilities which include planning processes for equal employment opportunity programs.

both public liability and professional indemnity. It is recognised that the substantial changes required to the
All councils in this State are members of this voluntary schemepolicies and practices of councils in this area will take some time,
at the present time. and it is proposed, therefore, to extend the sunset clauses for a further

The Local Government Association Mutual Liability Scheme wasperiod of 3 years to 30 June 1997. This will enable consolidation of
established in 1989 by a deed of trust between the Local Governmetite work already commenced and guard against the potential waste
Association and the Council Purchasing Authority which is theof the effort and resources already invested in this program.
trustee of the scheme. Minimum Rates
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Thirdly | turn to the proposed amendment to section 190(3) of Petroleum exploration in South Australia is administered under
the Local Government Aalvhich extends for two years the time three separate Acts:
within which Councils are required to reduce to no more than 35% 1. ThePetroleum Act 194@pplies to all onshore areas and the
the number of properties in their areas whose rates are increasedwasters of a number of bays and gulfs including those of St Vincent
a result of levying a minimum rate. and Spencer;

This section of the Act permits councils to declare a minimum 2. The Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act 19&@plies to a
rate and specifies the limit beyond which the law regards a minimumarrow strip of offshore waters (the territorial sea) extending three
rate as inconsistent with the general scheme of rating establishediniles seaward of the territorial sea baseline;
the Act. and

Councils have had six years since the enactment of the section 3. ThePetroleum (Submerged Lands) Act 19686mmonwealth)
in which to reach compliance. In 1989/90 some twenty-six councilapplies to all waters outside of the three mile territorial sea to the
were applying a minimum rate which affected more than 35% ofimit of the continental shelf.
their properties. Most have made a serious and successful effort to The arrangements made between the Commonwealth and the
bring their rating policy into line with the 1988 formulation. It is State for the administration of petroleum exploration in offshore
possible that only four or five councils will need to take advantageSouth Australia provide that:

of this amendment, though there may be up to ten. Variations in ‘the Commonwealth, the States and the Northern Territory
valuations from year to year coupled with other constraints on should endeavour to maintain, as far as practicable, common
council budget planning make it impossible to be precise about these principles, rules and practices in the regulation and control
numbers. of the exploration for and the exploitation of the petroleum
The Local Government Association through its officers has resources of all the submerged lands that are on the seaward

indicated that the proposed amendment is acceptable as an interim  side of the inner limits of the territorial sea of Australia’. (see
measure, pending the review of the minimum rates and fixed charge the preamble to the South AustraliBetroleum (Submerged
provisions as part of the more general Local Government legislative Lands) Act 198p

framework review. They have also indicated their willingness to helpThis Bill proposes one combined batch of complementary amend-
councils not yet in compliance to formulate the plans required tanents to the South AustralidPetroleum (Submerged Lands) Act

bring them into compliance by 1996/1997. 1982 following four separate sets of amendments made to the
Explanation of Clauses CommonwealthPetroleum (Submerged Lands) Act 198dring
Clause 1: Short Title 1987, 1988, 1990 and 1991. Similar complementary amendments
This clause provides for the short title to the Bill. have been enacted or are in the process of being enacted in all States
Clause 2: Commencement and in the Northern Territory. Although a considerable number of

gmendments are involved, all are relatively inconsequential and are
mainly aimed at the more efficient administration of the Act. The
amendments proposed are complementary to the Commonwealth Act
ﬁnd are principally designed to:

1. Enable the level and form of fees provided for in the legislation

The measure will come into operation on a day or days to be fixe
by proclamation.

Clause 3: Amendment of s.34
This amendment provides that the Local Government Associatio

is constituted as a public authority. to be established in regulations;

Clause 4: Substitution of s.34a 2. Abolish refunds of application fees for unsuccessful applica-
This clause expands the power of the Local Government Assouatlog]-[bns for various tenements under the legislation:
in relation to the establishment, conduct the management o : 5
: ! ; y ; 3. Enable the offering of a grant to renew a title to be made to
'_Pﬁgml_rg%?f é‘g&é?ﬁ“mrggfeAiggiggg r:elgtlrtlg t%;%%ﬁgca’tgg;nenbersons who are the registered holders of the title at the time of the
S S h offer, whether they were the registered holders at the time of the
Government Association Mutual Liability Schearel continue to - oo njication to renew the title or not, thereby enabling a transfer of

conduct its workers compensation self-insurance Scheme. It will b ; : o
; Lt e title to be registered between an application for renewal and the
able to establish other similar Schemes. The rules of a Scheme w| Iranting of that renewal:

be published in th&azette The Local Government Association will e .
be allowed to transfer the management of a Scheme to another b%%ysgéggﬁg:g;ggm%sﬁrté% ﬁ{;ﬂt an access authority to a holder of
ifits members (by an absolute majority) resolve that such a transf 5. Abolish the requirement that the holder of a production licence

occur. The legislation will provide that a Scheme under the sectio e ' L
; ; ; . .~spend a minimum amount, or recover production to a minimum
is not subject to the rules relating to perpetuities or the accumulatlo%alue’ during each year of the licence:

of income, in a manner similar to section 62a of tlaev of Property 6. Ensure that any operations preparatory to, or knowingly

Actéliiggsrglagc;r:“tjo?t rusts of any employee benefit Scheme. connected with, petroleum exploration in the area to which the Act
) . applies require approval under the Act rather than just petroleum
These clauses amend sections 69b, 69c and 69e of the Act to extelieh) o ration itself:
thel(r:| suns%t. Xrovnsollons to ?0 Jlugg 1997. 7. Ensure (consistently with other provisions of the Act) that the
ause 8: Amendment of s. . . provision of false or misleading information in relation to dealings
The period within which councils must achieve a maximum of 35iy petroleum titles is an offence only if the information is known by
per cent of properties subject to a minimum rate is to be extended By e offender to be false or misleading;
two years. However, councils which exceed the 35 per centlevel in g Raplace the current discretionary requirements for exploration
the 1994/1995 financial year will be required to prepare and p“b"SE)ermits, retention lessees, production licensees and pipeline licensees
a plan outlining the steps that they will take in order to achieve that, take out insurance against potential liabilities which could arise
level by the 1996/1997 financial year. from relevant operations with a mandatory requirement for such
insurance;
Mr ATKINSON secured the adjournment of the debate. 9. Clarify that a report of operations under an access authority
submitted by the holder of the access authority to an affected

PETROLEUM (SUBMERGED LANDS) titleholder need only contain a summary of the facts ascertained from
the relevant operations rather than a statement of all of the facts
(MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL ascertained from those operations;

o . 10. Extend the period of confidentiality for basic data recorded
The Hon. D.S. BAKER (Minister for Mines and under speculative non-sole risk surveys from the present maximum
Energy) obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act to of two years to a maximum of five years, at the discretion of the

nister;
amend the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act 1982. Read'd 11. Extend the application of certain provisions of the Act to

first time. provide for the release of information and materials such as cores,
The Hon. D.S. BAKER | move: cuttings or samples furnished to the Minister under the Act prior to
That this Bill be now read a second time. the commencement of thBetroleum (Submerged Lands) Act

| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insert&tf'endment Act 1987

. dwith ding i 12. Repeal provisions relating to the prosecution of offences to
in Hansardwithout my reading it. ensure that matters of prosecution are subject to our general State
Leave granted. law;
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13. Abolish the existing requirement that securities be lodged bgranted whether the permit has been transferred since the original
exploration permits, retention lessees, production licensees arapplication for renewal or not).

pipeline licensees, as appropriate insurance will be mandatory. In addition, new subsections (1), (6) and (7) and amendments to
In addition, there are many minor amendments that are gubsections @) and (5) together remove the existing requirement
necessary consequence of the above amendments. that a successful applicant for renewal of an exploration permit must
The provisions of the Bill are as follows: lodge a security for compliance with the Act, regulations and permit
Explanation of Clauses conditions.
Clause 1is formal. Clause l4repeals sections 35 and 36 of the principal Act and
Clause 2provides for commencement on a day to be fixed bysubs_titutes new sections 35 and 36. Both the repealed and the new
proclamation. sections provide for the declaration of a ‘location’ for the purposes
of the Act where petroleum is discovered within an exploration

Clause 3amends section 18 of the principal Act by inserting new -
subsection (2). Section 18 makes it an offence for a person to exploRE'Mit area. _ o _
for petroleum in the area to which the Act applies unless that person Under the repealed sections the location is determined by the
has a permit or is otherwise authorised by the Act to do so. Nevpomination of a block within the permit area by the permit holder (or
subsection (2) provides that a person is to be deemed to explore B the Minister if the permit holder fails to do so when requested)

petroleum if they do anything preparatory to, or knowingly following the discovery. The location consists of the block nomi-
connected with, exploration. nated and all adjoining blocks that are within the permit area and not

Clause 4amends section 19 of the principal Act by striking out within another location. The location so formed must include at least

subsections (3), (4) and (5). Section 19 empowers the Minister tgn€ Plock in which petroleum was discovered. o
invite applications for exploration permits in respect of specified = Under the new sections the location is formed by the nomination
blocks. The invitation must be published in tBazetteand must  0f blocks within the permit area to which the discovered petroleum
specify a time within which applications must be made. UnderP00l extends. The area is not restricted to a nominated block and
subsections (3), (4) and (5), where no successful application is mag/irounding blocks. A nomination cannot be made by a permit
in respect of any block specified in that invitation, the Minister can,holder unless petroleum has been recovered from the petroleum pool
after publishing a further notice in ti@azetteaccept applications to which the nomination relates, although it does not matter for that
in respect of that block at any subsequent time. This amendmefurpose whether the recovery from that pool took place within the
removes that power of the Minister. permit area or not. Where separate petroleum pools are located in
Clause 5amends section 20 of the principal Act by deleting the @djoining blocks within the permit area, the blocks relating to each
fee of $3 000 set by that section for an application for an exploratioi?@0! can be nominated as one location. As under the repealed

permit and substituting a power to set the fee by regulation. It als ections the Minister can make a nomination where the permit holder
removes the existing requirement to refund nine-tenths of th&as failed to do so when requested. The new sections make it clear

application fee if the permit is not granted. hat the Minister may only declare a location if the Minister is of the

Clause Gamends section 21 of the principal Act by deleting theopinion that the permit holder is entitled to nominate the block or

vt p : .~plocks. New section 36 also empowers the Minister to vary a
existing requirement that a successful applicant for an exploratio : ; . '
permit must lodge a security for compliance with the Act, regulation ocatl_o?l (ll)y adding or removing blocks) without the consent of the
and permit conditions. permit holder, provided that notice is given to the permit holder and

Clause 7amends section 22 of the principal Act by striking out any objections are con5|dz_ered by the Minister. .
subsections (2) and (3). Section 22 empowers the Minister to invite_, C1use 1smends section 37 of the principal Act to strike outa
applications for exploration permits in respect of specified blockd €'€rénce to section 36 of the principal Act as a consequence of the
that were formerly subject to a lease, licence or permit. Thd€P€al and substitution of that section by clause 14. )
invitation must be published in ti®azetteand specify a time within Clause 16amends section 37a of the principal Act by deleting
which applications must be made. Under subsections (2) and (3}€ fee of $600 set by that section for an application for a retention
where no successful application is made in respect of those blocki€ase by a permit holder and substituting a power to set the fee by
the Minister can, after publishing a further notice in tRazette ~ fégulation.
accept applications for permits in respect of any of those blocks at Clause 17amends section 37b of the principal Act by deleting
any subsequent time. This amendment removes that power of tfiBe existing requirement that a successful applicant for a petroleum
Minister. retention lease must lodge a security for compliance with the Act,

Clause 8amends section 23 of the principal Act by deleting theregulations and lease conditions.
fee of $3 000 set by that section for an application for an exploration Clause 18nserts new section 37ba. This new section provides
permit (in respect of surrendered, etc., blocks) and substituting that where an exploration permit holder applies for a retention lease
power to set the fee by regulation. It also removes the existin%nder section 37a, but then transfers the permit before a decision has
requirement to refund nine-tenths of the application fee if the permibeen made on that application, the transferee takes the place of the
is not granted. former permit holder for the purposes of the lease application.

Clause 9@amends section 24 of the principal Act by deletingthe  Clause 1%mends section 37f of the principal Act by deleting the
existing requirement that where the Minister offers to grant arfee of $600 set by that section for the renewal of a retention lease and
exploration permit (in relation to surrendered, etc., blocks), thesubstituting a power to set the fee by regulation. In addition,
Minister must require a security to be lodged for compliance with thesubsection (4) is amended to make it clear that the Minister can
Act, regulations and permit conditions. This clause also repealsontinue to consider an application for renewal of a retention lease
subsection (3) of section 24 as a consequence of the repeal of sectieven if the lease is transferred after that application is made.

22(2) of the principal Act by clause 7. Clause 20amends section 37g of the principal Act. New

Clause 1(amends section 25 of the principal Act by deleting the subsections (1) and (2) make it clear that where an application is
existing requirement that a successful applicant for an exploratiomade for the renewal of a retention lease, the Minister can offer to
permit (in relation to surrendered, etc., blocks) must lodge a securitgrant that renewal to the person who is the holder of the lease at the
for compliance with the Act, regulations and permit conditions. time the Minister makes the offer, whether that person was the holder

Clause 1lamends section 26 of the principal Act by deleting the at the time of the original application or not (that is, a renewal can
existing requirement that an exploration permit only be granted (irbe granted whether the lease has been transferred since the original
relation to surrendered, etc., blocks) where security for compliancgpplication for renewal or not).
with the Act, regulations and permit conditions has been lodged with  In addition, new subsections (1), (7) and (8) and amendments to
the Minister. subsections ) and (6) together remove the existing requirement

Clause 122mends section 29 of the principal Act by deleting the that a successful applicant for renewal of a retention lease must lodge
fee of $300 set by that section for the renewal of an exploratiora security for compliance with the Act, regulations and lease
permit and substituting a power to set the fee by regulation. conditions.

Clause 13amends section 31 of the principal Act. New subsec- Clause 2lamends section 39 of the principal Act. It makes a
tions (1) and (2) make it clear that where an application is made foconsequential amendment to subsectio(ajthat reflects the lifting
the renewal of an exploration permit, the Minister can offer to granty new sections 35 and 36 of the previous restriction on the size of
that renewal to the person who is the holder of the permit at the time location and clarifies who can apply to vary a production licence
the Minister makes the offer, whether that person was the holder amnder section 39(2)). It also makes it clear that the holder of an
the time of the original application or not (that is, a renewal can beexploration permit who is the holder of a production licence may
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make certain applications whether that permit holder is the person In addition, amendments affecting subsections (6{b§/§8), (9)

to whom the production licence was originally granted or not. and (10) remove the existing power of the Minister to require an
Clause 22amends section 39a of the principal Act. It makes aapplicant for renewal of a production licence to lodge a security for

consequential amendment to subsectiotajthat reflects the lifting ~ compliance with the Act, regulations and licence conditions.

by new sections 35 and 36 of the previous restriction on the size of Clause 35epeals section 56 of the principal Act, which specifies

a location. It also amends section 39a to make it clear that where ghe works required to be carried out by the holder of a production

application for a production licence has been made in respect of paitence during the first and subsequent years of that licence.

of the area to which a lease relates, further licence applications can Clause 36amends section 58 of the principal Act. Section 58

be made by the lessee in respect of the area to which the lease relapesvides for the making of co-operative arrangements for the

whether the lessee is the person who made the original applicatioecovery of petroleum where a petroleum pool is located partly

or not. within one production licence area and partly within another
Clause 23amends section 40 of the principal Act by deleting the (Whether that other is within the area regulated by the principal Act

fee of $600 set by that section for an application for a productiorPr not). Where a petroleum pool extends from the area regulated by

licence and substituting a power to set the fee by regulation. the principal Act into an area adjacent to Victoria or Western
Clause 24amends section 42 of the principal Act by deleting theAustralia that is regulated by the Commonweafgtroleum

existing power of the Minister to require an applicant for a produc-(Submerged Lands) Act 196He Minister is currently required to
tion licence to lodge a security for compliance with the Act, Seek the approval of the relevant Minister from the other State before

regulations and licence conditions. approving an agreement or giving a direction under this section. The

Clause 25amends section 43 of the principal Act by deleting amt%r;(rjirtgersjtnrggru Irtﬁz thgo'\r:lqlmgaev(,égsﬁeﬁé?e(ggﬁg?s\,/t?rl\S f g;et%%lm

references to the security that the Minister can no longer (as a resg‘ o i )
h : ommonwealth Minister and the State Minister) before giving such
of the amendments made by clause 24) require an applicant for approval or direction.

production licence to lodge under section 42. ) . .
. : . : Clause 37amends section 63 of the principal Act by deleting the
h Clause 2@nserts new section 43a. This new section provides tha]t e of $3 000 set by that section for an application for a pipeline
where an application has been made for the grant of a producti fience and substituting a power to set the fee by regulation.
licence under section 39 or 39a by the holder of an exploratio Clause 38&mends section 64 of the principal Act. New subsec-
Ipermlttc))rfa reten(tjlon. Ie;aser,] butghe appllaant trar;‘sfers th|~e permit ﬂgns (2) and (3) make it clear that where an applicafion is made for
ease before a decision has been made on that application, t pipeline licence for the conveyance of petroleum recovered in a

}gﬂﬁ;e;eueré%lézsstgf tﬁ?ﬁgeorﬁégeaf&;mgt%ﬂmn holder or lease hold Btroleum production licence area in respect of which the applicant

) . - is the licensee, the Minister may offer to grant that pipeline licence
Clause 27amends section 45 of the principal Act by striking out 1, the person who is the production licensee at the time of the offer,
references to section 36(1). This is a consequence of the repeal

. iy h Wwhether that person was production licensee at the time of the
section 36 and substitution of new section 36 by clause 14. original applicgtion or not r()that is, an application for a pipeline
Clause 28amends section 46 of the principal Act. Section 46jicence by a production licensee can continue to be considered
empowers the Minister to invite, by notice in tiazetteapplica-  whether the production licence to which it relates is transferred or
tions for the grant of a production licence in relation to certainpot),
blocks. The notice must specify a period within which applications 1, aqdition, this clause deletes the existing requirement that a
should be made. Where no successful application is made, Subsegccessful applicant for a pipeline licence must lodge a security for
tions (4), (5) and (gp) currently empower the Minister, after compliance with the Act, regulations and licence conditions. It also
publishing another notice in thBazetteto accept applications in  yamgyes the requirement (in subsection (12)) that nine-tenths of the
respect of that block at any subsequent time. This amendmeRpjication fee be refunded if the pipeline licence is not granted.
removes that power of the Minister. _ Clause 3%mends section 67 of the principal Act by deleting the
Clause 2&amends section 47 of the principal Act by deleting thefee of $600 set by that section for the renewal of a pipeline licence
fee of $3 000 set by that section for a production licence applicatioRng substituting a power to set the fee by regulation.
(in respect of surrendered, etc., blocks) and substituting a power t0 - cjayse 4tamends section 68 of the principal Act. New subsec-
setthe fee by regulation. Italso removes the existing requirement {g,ns (1) and (2) make it clear that where an application is made for
refund nine-tenths of the application fee if the licence is not grante renewal of a pipeline licence, the Minister can offer to grant that
This clause also alters a number of references to sections 46 and fihewal to the person who is the holder of the pipeline licence at the
as a consequence of amendments to those sections by this Bill. {ime the Minister makes the offer, whether that person was the holder
_Clause 3Gamends section 48 of the principal Act by deleting the at the time of the original application or not (that is, a renewal can
existing power of the Minister to require an applicant for a produc-he granted whether the pipeline licence has been transferred since
tion licence (in relation to surrendered, etc., blocks) to lodge ahe original application for renewal or not).
security for compliance with the Act, regulations and licence |n addition, new subsections (1), (6) and (7) and amendments to
conditions. It also strikes out subsection (3) as a consequence of tRgpsections (4h) and (5) together remove the existing requirement
repeal of section 46(4) by clause 28 of this Bill. ~ that a successful applicant for renewal of a pipeline licence must
Clause 3lamends section 49 of the principal Act by deleting alodge a security for compliance with the Act, regulations and licence
reference to the security that the Minister can no longer (as a resutonditions.
of the amendments made by clause 30) require an applicant for a Clause 4lamends section 70 of the principal Act by deleting the
production licence (in relation to surrendered, etc., blocks) to lodgéee of $300 set by that section for an application to vary a pipeline
under section 48. licence and substituting a power to set the fee by regulation.
Clause 32zamends section 50 of the principal Act. Itremovesthe  Clause 42amends section 77 of the principal Act by removing
fee of $300 set by that section for an application for more than onehe power of the Minister, when considering whether to approve the
licence in exchange for_an original licence and s_ub_stltutes a poweransfer of a permit, lease, licence, pipeline licence or access
to set the fee by regulation. It also deletes the existing power of thguthority, to require the transferee to lodge a security for compliance
Minister to require a person who makes such an application to lodg®ith the Act, regulations or permit (etc.) conditions.
a security for compliance with the Act, regulations and licence  Clause 43amends section 78 of the principal Act by deleting the
conditions. $30 fees set by that section for the alteration of certain particulars in
Clause 33amends section 53 of the principal Act by deleting thethe register of titles and special prospecting authorities and substitut-
fee of $600 set by that section for the renewal of a production licencéng a power to set those fees by regulation.
and substituting a power to set the fee by regulation. Clause 44amends section 80 of the principal Act. Section 80
Clause 34amends section 54 of the principal Act. New subsec-prevents certain dealings in relation to titles from having any force
tions (1), (2) and (3) and amendments to subsection (5) make it cleantil those dealings are approved by the Minister and registered. At
that where an application is made for the renewal of a productiopresent an application for the approval of a dealing must be
licence, the Minister can offer to grant that renewal to the persomccompanied by an instrument evidencing the dealing and by an
who is the holder of the licence at the time the Minister makes thénstrument setting out any particulars that are prescribed for the
offer, whether that person was the holder at the time of the origingburposes of such an application. On approval and registration of the
application or not (that is, a renewal can be granted whether thdealing a copy of the instrument evidencing the dealing is required
licence has been transferred since the original application for renewtd be retained by the Minister and made available for inspection in
or not). accordance with the Act. This amendment makes the lodgment of
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the second instrument—setting out prescribed particulars—optionasubject to a permit, lease or licence held by another person. At
but provides that where such an instrument is lodged, only thapresent the holder of the access authority is required to provide that
instrument must be made available for inspection in accordance witbther person each month with a full report of operations carried out
the Act and not the instrument evidencing the dealing. The nevin that area during the month and of the facts ascertained from those
requirements as to the lodgment of instruments do not apply in theperations. Under this amendment it is made clear that although a
case of a dealing approved before the commencement of this Bilfull report of operations is to be supplied, only a summary of the
The amendment also provides that a failure to comply with thefacts ascertained is required.
requirements relating to an application for approval do notinvalidate  Clause 54epeals section 113 of the principal Act. Section 113
a subsequent approval or registration of the dealing. sets the amount of the security (for compliance with the Act,
Clause 45amends section 80a of the principal Act as a conseregulations or permit, lease, etc., conditions) required to be lodged
guence of the insertion of new section 80(4a) by clause 44 of thisnder various provisions of the Act and deals with a number of other
Bill. matters relating to those securities. Since this Bill removes the
Clause 46amends section 83 of the principal Act, which requirement for a security to be lodged from all relevant provisions
empowers the Minister to require information from certain person®f the principal Act, section 113 is no longer needed.
concerning transfers or dealings in permits, leases, licences, etc. It Clause 55amends section 117 of the principal Act, which
is currently an offence under subsection (2) for such a person tempowers the Minister to release (in certain circumstances)
furnish information that is false or misleading in a material particu-information contained in applications, reports, returns or other
lar. This clause amends subsection (2) to make it clear that itis onlgocuments, and other materials such as cores, cuttings or samples,
an offence if the person knowingly supplies that false or misleadingrovided to the Minister under the Act. This clause deletes the $15
information. per day fee that is specified in a number of instances for the
Clause 47amends section 85 of the principal Act. Section 85 provision of that information or other material and substitutes a
makes the register and instruments relating to applications under th@wer to set the fee by regulation.
Act open to public inspection. This amendment makes it clear that This clause also amends subsection (4) to allow the Minister to
copies of instruments are in appropriate cases included for thaixtend the period before information or materials are released in
purpose. It also deletes the fee of $6 set by section 85 for arelation to a block that was vacant at the time the information or
inspection of the register or of these instruments and substitutesraaterial was supplied to the Minister to a maximum of five years
power to set the fee by regulation. (instead of two years as at present) where the information or material
Clause 4&mends section 86 of the principal Act by deleting thewas collected for the purpose of the sale of information on a non-
fees set by that section for the supply by the Minister of extracts fronexclusive basis. It also amends subsection (5a) to correct an anomaly
the register (or from other instruments), and for the supply by theéhat arose when the principal Act was amended in 1987.
Minister of certain certificates, and substituting a power to setthose In addition, this clause extends the operation of certain amend-
fees by regulation. ments concerning the release of information and materials that were
Clause 4:amends section 91 of the principal Act by deleting the made by théetroleum (Submerged Lands) Act Amendment Act 1987
various registration fees specified in that section and substituting ito information and materials furnished to the Minister prior to the
each case a power to set the fee by regulation. It also makeommencement of that amending Act. The 1987 amendments
provision for fees paid in respect of the registration of the approvaénsured that information in applications and accompanying
of instruments under section 91 as in force prior to the commencedocuments supplied to the Minister could be released after specified
ment of thePetroleum (Submerged Lands) Act Amendment Act 198@eriods and provided for the first time for the release of conclusions
to be taken into account for the purposes of determining other feegsased on such information (after a specified time and after the
payable under the section. consideration by the Minister of any objections to such a release).
Clause 5tamends section 96 of the principal Act by striking out Under new subsections (10) and (11), such information provided to
subsection (6). That subsection currently provides that the conditiortse Minister prior to the 1987 amendment will now be available for
subject to which a permit, lease, licence, pipeline licence, speciaklease in accordance with the provisions of the principal Act.
prospecting authority or access authority is granted may include a Clause 5&epeals section 132 of the principal Act, which makes
condition that the holder maintain (to the satisfaction of the Minister)special provision for the prosecution of offences against the Act.
insurance against liabilities or expenses arising out of work oiSection 132 specifies that offences against the Act that are punish-
anything else done in pursuance of the permit, lease, licence, etc.#ble by imprisonment are to be indictable offences. It also provides
new section relating to insurance—new section 96a—is inserted byat, despite being indictable offences, those offences can be dealt
clause 51. with in a court of summary jurisdiction where the Court, defendant
Clause 51linserts new section 96a. This new section replacesind prosecutor agree that it is appropriate to do so. A lesser
section 96(6) (which is struck out by clause 50). As under sectiomaximum penalty is then applicable. The classification of offences
96(6), new section 96a(2) provides that a special prospectings indictable or summary, and the issue of where such offences
authority or access authority may be granted subject to a conditioshould be heard, have recently been the subject of considerable
that the holder maintain such insurance (against liabilities omamendmentin relation to offences against South Australian law. The
expenses arising out of work or anything else done in pursuance oépeal of these specific provisions in section 132 will result in the
the authority) as the Minister directs, although new section 96a(23pplication of those new general provisions to offences against the
makes it clear that the Minister can alter such directions from timeprincipal Act.
to time. In relation to permits, leases, licenses and pipeline licenses, Clause 57amends section 133 of the principal Act. Section 133
however, new section 96a(1) automatically requires the holder tprovides that where a person is convicted of an offence against
maintain such insurance as the Minister from time to time directscertain sections of the principal Act, the court can, in addition to
there is no need for such a requirement to be made a condition of thimposing a penalty, order the forfeiture of aircraft, vessels or other
permit, lease, etc. equipment used in the commission of the offence. The court can
Clause 52amends section 110 of the principal Act by inserting order the forfeiture of petroleum recovered or conveyed in the course
a power to prescribe a fee to be paid on application for a speciaf committing the offence or the payment of the monetary equivalent
prospecting authority under that section. of that petroleum. At present section 133 only provides for these
Clause 53amends section 111 of the principal Act. Section 111powers to be exercised by the Supreme Court on conviction of the
empowers the Minister to grant access authorities to enable permiffender by that Court. Under the recent amendments to South
lease or licence holders to carry out, in areas outside the permit, leaAeistralian law referred to above, however, the offences concerned
or licence area, exploration operations or operations related to theill normally be dealt with by the District Court. This amendment
recovery of petroleum from the permit, lease or licence area. Suctherefore gives the District Court power to exercise these additional
access authorities can also be granted to persons who hold similpunitive powers.
titles in adjacent State or Commonwealth areas who wish to carry out Clause 58mends section 137b of the principal Act by striking
such operations in the area governed by this Act. out a reference to the Australian Shipping Commission from a
This clause amends section 111 to empower the Minister to gramrovision dealing with bodies corporate established for public
access authorities (in relation to the area governed by the Act) tpurposes under a law of the Commonwealth. The Commission was
holders of special prospecting authorities. converted into a public company under #hBL (Conversion into
In addition, this clause amends subsection (11) of section 111 tBublic Company) Act 1988f the Commonwealth.
vary the responsibility of the holder of an access authority to provide Clause 59repeals sections 138, 138a, 139 and 140 of the
information where the access authority relates to an area that jwincipal Act and substitutes new section 138. The sections repealed
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by this clause require the payment of, and specify the amount of, they clause 44 of this Bill make the lodgment of one of those
annual fees payable in respect of permits, leases, licences addcuments—an instrument containing particulars prescribed by
pipeline licences under the Act. New section 138 requires the&egulation—optional, but provide that where such an instrument is
payment of such annual fees in relation to permits, leases, etc., as doglged only that instrument is to be made available for inspection
prescribed by regulation. under the Act. This transitional clause provides that where, at the
Clause 60amends section 141 of the principal Act by deleting time that the first regulations for the purposes of section 80 (as
a reference to sections 138a, 139 and 140, which are repealed Bgnended) come into operation after the commencement of this Bill,
clause 59. a'person has lodged an application but has not had it approved or
Clause 61lnserts new sections 148a and 148b. Under section 14tefused, that person will be given time to take advantage of the
of the principal Act a permit, lease or licence holder is (subject to the@mendment to section 80 and the new regulations if the person
Act) required to pay royalty on petroleum recovered by that persofvishes to do so. ) ) )
in the permit, lease or licence area at the rate of ten per cent of the Clause 4 of new sixth schedule: new section 96a (inserted by
value of the petroleum at the well-head. Under section 146 the valuelause 51 of this Bill) requires the holder of a permit, lease, licence
at the well-head is such amount as is agreed between the permit (et@l) pipeline licence to maintain such insurance (against liabilities
holder and the Minister or, in default of agreement within the timearising under that permit, etc.) as the Minister from time to time
allowed by the Minister, an amount determined by the Ministerdirects. This clause of the new sixth schedule provides that where an
Under section 148, that royalty is payable not later than the last dagxisting holder of a permit (etc.) maintains such insurance to the
of the royalty period following that in which the petroleum was Satisfaction of the Minister, any security that that holder previously
recovered. maintained under the Act is discharged on the issue of a certificate
New section 148a provides that where the value of the petroleurfy the Minister. ) .
has not been agreed by the parties or determined by the Minister Clause 5 of new sixth schedule: new sections 148a and 148b
under section 146, the Minister can determine a provisional value fdinserted by clause 61 of this Bill) empower the Minister to set a
the petroleum. That provisional value is then to be treated as therovisional value in relation to recovered petroleum for the purpose
value of the petroleum for the purposes of the Act until an agreemerif calculating royalty payments. The amount payable is then adjusted
is reached or a determination made under section 146. when the actual value is agreed or determined. This clause of the new
New section 148b provides that where a provisional value ha§ixth schedule restricts the operation of these new sections to—
been set under new section 148a but a different value is subsequently (&) royalty periods beginning after the commencement of the
agreed or determined under section 146, the change in royalty new sections;
flowing from that change in value must be settled between the Or
parties. If the agreed or determined value is higher than the (b) royalty periods beginning before the commencement of those
provisional value set by the Minister, the increase in the royalty is sections if the value of the petroleum has not been agreed or
payable by the permit (etc.) holder within 28 days. If the agreed or determined for royalty purposes before that commencement.
determined value is less than the Minister’s provisional value, the
difference in royalty must be deducted from any subsequent payment Mr ATKINSON secured the adjournment of the debate.
by tr|1e permit (%tc.) hﬁlder. Nfew section %j48b also proxldes for the
application of this scheme of payment adjustments where an error
W%F')s made in the original cal(?ulgtion of trj1e royalty due or in the ADDRESS IN REPLY
procedures followed in calculating the value of the petroleum. . ) )
Clause 62amends section 151 of the principal Act, the Adjourned debate on motion for adoption.
regulation-making power. The other clauses of this Bill delete the (Continued from 22 February. Page 192.)
various fees currently specified in the principal Act and substitute
in each case a power to set those fees by regulation. This amendment . ;
empowers the Governor to make regulations prescribing an The. .SPEAKER' Before calling the I.‘eader of .the
providing for the payment and recovery of fees (and providing forOPPOSition, lintend to see that the Leader is treated with the
the waiver or refund of fees or parts of fees in specified circum<courtesy to which he is entitled and | will therefore not

stances). tolerate continued interjections. The Leader.
Clause 63nserts a sixth schedule into the principal Act. This
schedule deals with transitional matters. The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD (Leader of the Opposition):

Clause 2 of new sixth schedule: under section 35 of the princip . .
Act a block from within a permit area in which petroleum has bee?;i-hank you, Mr Speaker. | appreciate your comments. It is

found can be nominated to form the basis for the declaration of 4172 years since | last gave an Address in Reply speech, and
‘location’ for the purposes of the Act. Section 36 determines then a way it almost feels like a maiden speech. Mr Speaker, |
extent of the location that may be declared on the basis of thggke this opportunity to congratulate you upon your election

nominated block. Clause 14 of this Bill repeals sections 35 and 3 ) ; ;
and substitutes new sections 35 and 36, which provide in a differe P that office. As | have previously commented, | believe you

manner for the nomination of blocks and the declaration of a/ill serve with distinction in the Chair and look forward to
location. This clause of the new sixth schedule provides that whergour work in that capacity.
a nomination is made before the commencement of this Bill butno | glso take this opportunity to congratulate Her Excellency
declaration is made before that commencement, the nomination a o ; ; ;
declaration are to proceed as if this Bill had not been enacted. Ong e Governor on .the Com'”“'r!g public service that she gives
the declaration is made itis then to be treated as if it had been mad@ South Australia. Her appointment was one that was met
under new section 36, as are all declarations that took place undwith great support by all South Australians and she has
the repealed section 36. _ _ fulfilled that role with great distinction. | could cite many
Under the new arrangements for the declaration of a location, thg,stances as evidence of that, but one particular instance that

number of blocks forming the location will sometimes be less tharn.,. . P ;
would currently be the case under the principal Act. Where a permi ticks in my mind is the occasion when we chose to meet as

is granted before the commencement of this Bill but the declaratio® Cabinet in the north-west of the State—the very first time
is made after that commencement and the permit holder (or ththat that had ever happened—and on that occasion Her
holder of a subsequent lease) applies for a production licence UndEfxceIIency asked why we were not also conducting an

section 39 or 39a of the principal Act, that lower number of blocks f ; PR ;
could result in the payment of a higher rate of royalty than WouldExeCUt'Ve Council meeting in that part of the State. We did

have been the case if this Bill had not been enacted. This clause 8- She came there, and the image of Her Excellency along

the schedule therefore provides that the Minister can in theswith members of my Cabinet and members of the
circumstances determine that, for the purposes of sections 39 amtjantjatjara community sitting together in Talking Creek in
39a, the location is to be treated as having the higher number Qfhat were very cold conditions will remain with me for a

blocks. ti A lid f tin by H
Clause 3 of new sixth schedule: under section 80 of the princip ng ume. A very solid periormance was put in by Her

Act an application for the approval of a dealing must be accompaExcellency on that day, symbolic of the efforts she has made
nied by certain documents. The amendments to section 80 effectédroughout her time as Governor and for a long time to come.
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The election result last year has brought with it a new The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Certainly, it is quite
Government. On the night of the election | rang the Premietinseemly. The status of politicians in our community is not
and congratulated him on his victory, and | take this opporhigh, and we have to acknowledge that: we are not held in
tunity to congratulate the Government on its election and tgreat respect by many in the community. That is not a
congratulate all members of Parliament on winning their seatgartisan comment: it is a comment on all politicians. Some-
and welcome to the Parliament all new members. | particulatimes that is a most unjust reaction from the electorate.
ly want to congratulate the members for Napier, Hart andHowever, quite frankly, there are occasions when we bring
Ross Smith. Itis very pleasing to have them in the Parliamerit on our own head. Listening to the contributions of most of
on our side. | believe that they will contribute to the strengththe members from the Government side who have spoken, |
of the Labor Party in this State and | am confident that theyind that there is some just criticism that the electorate could
will serve their electorates and the Labor Party very wellevel at us.
indeed. | note that in each case they have a long history Why do | say that? | say that because, if one were to read
within the Labor Party and of community service. | know thatthose speeches, one would believe that nothing ever happened
one member, the member for Napier, faced particularithat served South Australia well in the past 11 years. The fact
difficult circumstances: she was caught in a situation of crosshat we have 110 000 more South Australians working now
fire. It was unfortunate that she found herself in that situationthan 11 years ago, the fact that we have a significant trade
but she acquitted herself very well indeed in the campaigningurplus now that we did not have 11 years ago, and the fact
process and in being determined to represent the electordteat we have seen vast improvements in the quality of our
of Napier well. services in education, health and so many other areas have

been ignored. There were certainly good records 11 years

| also welcome to the Parliament all members of the?90 but they are much better 11 years later.

Government who won seats at the last election and hope thath_I would have thought that in the faimess of politics—that
they find their time in this Parliament fulfilling. | have no Which I think the electorate expects of us—due credit should

doubt, of course, that for many of them it will be a brief partbe given to issues that have been addressed and to achieve-

of their career, as they will have four years of service and n§€Nts that have been made. The member for Hanson
more. Nevertheless, | hope it will be an experience that theoPably knows the author to whom | now refer—Tony

will enjoy and look back on with fondness for the rest of their “@mpolo, who wrote a book entitleartly Right In that
life when they are defeated at the next election. book he referred to the concept: ‘I have met the enemy and

. he is partly right.’ It was a very telling title and it is some-

Many members on my side were defeatgd at the Ia%ing that | have often held to myself. There is not a monopo-
election and some retired. | want to pay my tribute to.themly on the right on any side in any human argument. It should
the_work they_d|d within _Parllament, the work they did for_ e acknowledged that there may be something else elsewhere
}hechommunlty and their electorate, andlfhe work they d'C{)o which credit should be given. That is something that new
fg: ttheeclt_);?)rg:J gg’rtlg alv\\/'\'/ﬁle ;(S)(raenlfler’n?sswt?]ezrir? fc;rstr\:\ﬁhr Vr\;]c;/”?pember_s, while thgy will enqu their orgy of self-congratula-
colleagues ' ' tions, might just think about in the future—that a process of

. B } . due credit should be followed, | would have believed.

First, we will miss them for their capacity for work, forthe  There is something else that | find quite interesting; a
effort they could make, for their ability and also for their \ayisionism is rampant through many of the comments of
counsel. | want to name all those who lost their seats: thg,empers opposite, a revisionism as they go back on history
Hon. Greg Crafter, the Hon. Kym Mayes, the Hon. Susanast and choose to write it in the way that suits their purposes.
Lenehan, the Hon. John Klunder, the Hon. Bob Gregory, theyeg)ly think the electorate expects of us that we tell the truth
Hon. John Trainer, Mr Kevin Hamilton, Mr Paul Holloway, o at least, if we find that too difficult, that we keep silent
Mrs Colleen Hutchison, Mr Vic Heron and Mr Don Ferguson, 54 that we do not try revisionist tricks.
who left this place to stand for a seat in another place butdid | gite one example of the member for Peake—formerly the
not succeed. | also mention the Hon. Terry Groom, who wag,emper for Hanson. | was agog to hear over the speaker in
also caught in a very difficult situation and who | believe my room his comments about by-elections that took place
served with cregjit in the circumstances. In addition, a numbeﬂuring the last Parliament. | was agog when he attempted to
of members retired at the last election: the Hon. John Bannog, g qest that there was nothing political about the resignations
the Hon. Don Hopgood, the Hon. Terry Hemmings and theyt the Hon. Roger Goldsworthy and the Hon. Ted Chapman.
Hon. Norm Peterson, who also sought election in anotheregpect hoth those gentlemen and thank them for the service
place but did not succeed. | wish all those members well i 4t they have given to the Parliament over the years, but
their future career and thank them for the service that they,gre was clearly political motivation in their resignations.
have given to the Parliament and to the people of Soutisranted, one of them was not very well at all and the other
Australia. had had some health problems, but the timing of their

The election result brought in a new Government, and fesignations was part of a process by the Liberal Party
will make some comments in a moment on a series of issuggbuilding itself in this State—a process that was acknow-
that arise from that election, in particular from the Governor'sedged at the time and a process that | think brings shame on
speech to the Parliament. However, first, | want to make onfhembers opposite if they now chose to pretend that it did not
comment to all the new members. | have been listening—afiappen. So, if we are to earn the respect of people in the
reading, because | have not had a chance to listen to—theibmmunity, | suggest that we would do much better at least
Address in Rely contributions. | might say that it is to beto be fair in remembering what actually has happened over
expected that there will be a period of an orgy of self-years gone by.
congratulation taking place on the Government benches—that | have had the great pleasure to have served so far in my
is, in the nature of things, | suppose, quite natural. political career for 11 years in the Cabinet of this State. It is

The Hon. Frank Blevins: Quite unseemly. a tenure that | look forward to being extended in years to
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come. | look back on those 11 years with great pride that that inherited a situation of financial difficulty in 1982; a

had that opportunity given to me to serve South Australiansituation which did see the State’s debt as a percentage of
and great pride in the number of things which were achievedross state product higher than it had been for some years:
in the various portfolio areas | worked in and which weresomething of the order of 24 per cent. We clawed that back
achieved by the Government of which | was a Cabineby sound government over the 1980s to a figure in January
member. 1991 of some 16 per cent. That figure then exploded again,

In the past 15 months, | had the opportunity and theand we know why it exploded. To the extent that we could
honour to serve as Premier of this State. Many thingsontrol the situation we had a track record of proving we
happened during that period that | think were significantcould do it.

First, | saw the stabilisation of the Government’s position as What we aimed to do in April last year was to say the

a key task that | had to address. There was no doubt that osame again; that we could set targets that were achievable
position was not very secure. While it is not unusual forwith some pain, but also achievable without compromising
South Australia to have minority Governments reliant uporthe important social justice principles of the Labor Party. One
the casting vote of the Speaker, our position between 1988bjective was to reduce by 1 per cent per year the level of
and 1993 was worse than most of those minority Governmergxpenditure. Another was to reduce the level of debt in real
situations. We relied upon three votes of Independenterms, and also to reduce the level of debt as a percentage of
members: the two votes on the floor and that of the Speakegross state product.

The circumstances that gave rise to that can be examined When we brought down that statement, which contained
at great length and have been within the Labor Partypain within it and was opposed for what it suggested would
However, my task was to ensure that we stabilised the shipave to happen in terms of reducing public sector employ-
of State and enabled Government to go on addressing theent by 3 000, it nevertheless received credit from financial
tasks that were asked of it by the electorate—not constantignalysts. The first budget after that, brought down by my
to play a defensive role. While many things were achievedreasurer the member for Giles, was proof that that could
during the period of my predecessor from 1989 onwards, ihappen. | think that there is some kind of subliminal support
is clearly true that it was a very difficult role that he had tofor all of that which has come from the Government by the
play when we were in such a defensive position. way it has made some comments since the election.

So my first task was to see that we could unite all those The ministerial statement that the Treasurer made just over
of the same general political views. The Independents at the week ago indicated the point that the principles we outlined
time proudly acknowledged themselves to be Independentere working, that the budget we brought down will be a
Labor members of Parliament. So, | regard it with greabudget that will roughly come in on the target set by the
pleasure that | was able to achieve a coalition with the two omiddle of this year; that the situation they inherited was not
the floor of the House and to create the first coalition on myne that was out of control; and that it was one where what
side of politics since the first decade of this century. we said would be the case was turning out to be the case.

Later, my being able to help in the re-entry of the former  The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
member for Elizabeth into this place was also, | believe, an The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: The difficulties that will be
important achievement for Labor politics in this State, be itthere will result from their own spending patterns. That was
in the State or Federal parliamentary arena. | might say thathe second important objective | felt we had to set. Of course,
while we will miss Martyn Evans from this Chamber, he will it was not just a matter of laying down a forward program: it
go on to serve with distinction the Labor side of politics inwas also a matter of taking on some hard decisions again—
the Federal Parliament. decisions that in many cases were harder on our side of

After the main task of stabilising the ship of state | alsopolitics than they were in the general arena. The decision to
then saw it as my objective to establish new directions, to sagell the State Bank was one such difficult decision. It was one
to the electorate of South Australia that we hear the concerribat was essential in the circumstances; the States are now out
that you have about the recession and how that has hurt usf their debt. Following deregulation of the banking system
about the State Bank and the problems that it brought, and thie this country some years ago, the environment within which
causes of that set of problems; and about a series of oth@wstralian banks now live is no longer one which is possible,
issues. It was very important that the electorate felt that it$ believe, for States to adequately control banks in public
Government was taking the reigns and taking those newwnership.
directions. We then had the situation of a key asset: SAGASCO.

We had a number of things happen during that 15-montiAgain, after some internal problems within the Labor Party
period. Indeed, | have heard it mentioned that a number afn that matter, that asset was sold, and sold very profitably
things we did were really more in the tenor of a Governmenindeed, for South Australians. | might remind members that
in its first year of office, not on the eve of an election. Wethe return to South Australians that would have been achieved
knew that difficult decisions had to be made nevertheless, anttad we followed what the then Leader of the Opposition, now
they were difficult decisions. They were decisions that werd’remier, wanted us to do, would have been a great deal less
certainly not, | believe, accepted by many in the electorate ahan what we were able to achieve—$100 million less. He
the time, and 11 December, in part, shows that quite clearlyvas prepared, for simple self-serving ideological purposes,

The financial statement that was brought down by myto forsake $100 million.

Treasurer, the member for Giles, was part of that process. That was the kind of things that were going on in the last
That financial statement, which was part of the economid5 months under the Government that | led, determined to
statement that | brought down in April last year, establishegbrove to South Australians that we were getting finances
the important principles needed to get the State’s financasder control and actually doing things and making decisions.
under control and to ensure that we could reduce the impat addition to that, two other areas were very important. One
of debt in this State. | knew when we did that that we couldwas the recognition that, notwithstanding the economic
speak with a proud record because we were a Governmegtowth objectives that had been achieved in the 1980s, there
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was a perceived need in the community to hear that trumpeted In other areas of the economic needs of the State, the
even more loudly; that growth was essential for this economystablishment finally of the MFP Development Corporation
to provide the wherewithal whereby we would get theand the appointment of its Chief Executive and its board were
services we want from our Government and the standard @fiso things | was proud we were able to achieve—against, |
living would improve for South Australians generally. might say, the then Opposition’s constant nitpicking and

I, as the then Minister of Industry, established the Arthurcarping. Of course, one of the very first back flips the
D. Little study into the State economy. That is now widely Government has done since the election is to say, ‘Well, we
acknowledged as having been a watershed point in ofdn’treally mean any of that; we actually think that every-
history. As that reassessment process took place, withotlting you were saying and doing was quite correct, but we
necessarily accepting everything that Arthur D. Little or itsjust couldn’t say so before the election.” We wonder why the
consultancies said, at least the debate was open and Weblic do not have a great deal of respect for politicians.
recognised that things had to be addressed, perhaps in new The Hon. M.D. Rann: Even the name change lasted a

ways because of new circumstances. fortnight. o
As Premier, my economic statement was targeted The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: That's right. In related areas

significantly at promoting economic growth. The economic"\’e.ha\’e .heard much over the years abou; difficulties for
development program that had been introduced by m ajor projects caused by plannlng.problelmsm our State. My
Eedecessor established the planning review, one of the major

predecessor was continued and expanded. The Econo . that h tak | Atth bei
Development Board was established, and | remind membef§V/€Ws that have taken place. Atthe moment, we are being
ubjected to a plethora of inquiries and reviews from the new

that the legislation establishing the Economic Developme t This | thina that will weiah us d It

Board, | believe, is very significant legislation indeed, giving. ovetrnment. Its' IS ?(‘)Irplleb |nfg dabW|9 \.Ne'ﬁ us down.

an impetus to economic development in this State, the like df not symptomatic o I be fixed by 9 In the morning’,
hich is what the advertisements of Dean Brown told us

which we have not seen before. The opportunities given t .
the Economic Development Board by the legislation wer efore the election, but rather of a Government that cannot
ring itself to actually do substantial things.

very much more far reaching than anything else in thi SO L
country. It was not one of those sorts of inquiries or reviews; it was
a substantial overhaul of the planning system that my

Azan aside, Itmri]ght SaytTOW di?appc:Lnteéihll afnéthat f[h redecessor initiated, and it resulted in substantial change. It
new Sovernment chose not to continué the Lhiet EXECUIVG a4 4y ring my time that that was legislated and the ground-

dt ti Joint Chai d Chi ey be from an environmental or investment viewpoint, that
person we proposed to put in as Joint Chair an 'S rocesses would be adopted properly, fairly and expeditious-
Executive; would they support that—yes they would. Wha

we did not know was that, yes, they would until they won they’ that there would not be a weighing down of the investment

) . - process by ‘administrivia’ or artificial lengthening of the
election and then they would get rid of him. processes that have hurt so often in the past.

I also offered to the now Government the opportunity to Then we had the area of mutual recognition. | am proud
submit names for consideration for appointment to thehat it was during my time as Premier that we were able to
Economic Development Board. They may have been cynicg|chieve mutual recognition legislation in this State, notwith-
about that offer, I do not know, but it was an offer made instanding the fact that we had to have two bites at it, not
good faith, as | believe is evidenced by the makeup of thgecause of any wont of enthusiasm on our side for the
board I finally appointed, as without knowing exactly which significance of this legislation, which could be deemed as this
way they go in politics | was fairly confident they representedcentury’s equivalent of the rail gauge legislation, but because
the spectrum of politics in our community. It was an offer members of the Liberal Party did not know what they wanted
made in good faith, but it was spurned. Instead, they wante@ do. They knew that they wanted to gain the maximum
to bide their time and then take the opportunity to clean theylitical advantage for their short-term interests, but they did
board out. | do not think that was a particularly reasonable ot know what they wanted to do in the longer term. So, first,
way of operating, not in a situation where we cannot affordas members would recall, they voted against it and later they
that kind of partisanship about economic growth in this Stateyoted in favour of it. | am pleased they did that back flip, and

When | have gone overseas and addressed people bdgaid so at the time. It was not exactly a gold medal back flip,
economic missions, one of the things | have been able to sdut it was a good one which deserved credit, so | gave credit
with considerable pride, until now, is that while we would for that.
disagree on many issues both sides of politics at least agreed In the area of social justice, a fundamentally important
on the need for economic growth. We were able to promis@art of any Labor Party’s program let alone of that of a Labor
that the fundamentals that supported economic growth withicGovernment—and it will be an important part of the Labor
the State would be supported no matter what happened asopposition’s program as we scrutinise carefully everything
result of the democratic process in the longer term, becausbe Government is doing in the area of services to people—
the record showed that and the Government of which | wasignificant achievements were made. The social justice
a member showed that in terms of what it did with thestatement that | brought down in this Chamber in the last
decisions made by the 1979-82 Government, and likewisgession of Parliament indicated the great strides that we were
going further back into the past. That has been damagedaking in this area with the defining of new boundaries that
somewhat by the actions of the present Government withad to be looked at and looking at new achievements that
respect to the Economic Development Board. | hope that isould be made to build upon the achievements of the past.
a one-off situation and that members opposite will not be It was supported by a budget that not only did not cut
quite so tempted to destroy previous initiatives simplyhuman services but in so many areas was actually able, in
because they were taken by a Labor Government. tightened financial circumstances and within the financial

on Robin Marrett's appointment and said that this was th?7
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responsibility plans spelt out in April, to increase support for  Again, | congratulate the Government for that, as | do also
many of those services. We will watch closely to see whain respect of the Mitsubishi situation. We had significantly
happens to human services in the years to come, becausdvanced that. We had done everything possible to get that
many promises have been made but, frankly, we do nanatter decided as quickly as possible. It is pleasing to note
believe that this Government will honour those promises. that, just because there had been an election and the hiatus of

Another area which was a significant achievement was thé campaign, in the period immediately after the election that
reform of the public sector. This was not an attack on thavas not allowed to undermine the momentum of those
public sector; rather, it was recognition that the public sectoRegotiations. On his visit to Japan recently the Premier was
itself could not be immune to the very process of change thaible to see those negotiations that were started by us reach a
the private sector must undergo or that other organisations Fignificant new step. | congratulate the Government for that.
the community feel they have to undergo—circumstancesin | 100k forward to seeing developments in the casemix
the 1990s are different from those of the 1980s as they wei@ystem that has been introduced into the health system in
from the decades before that—and that, therefore, to give theouth Australia, as | believe it has some interesting possibili-
best service to the community with the best use of thdies. It appears that it may have some promise and that it may
taxpayer’s do”ar, there was an ongoing need to review th@SU't n some ImprO\{ement in services to South Australlans,
way in which public services are delivered. and | certainly hope it does. So, to the extent that it has, on

That was started with the Bias for Yes program, invoIvingthe face of it, this appearance, it is something we will watch

the restructuring of Public Service departments, with entirely. ith great interest. Clearly we W"! be as scrutinising and as
new sorts of thinking coming into place as to how Govern- lgorous In our assessment of this as we are'W|th. anything
ments could address certain areas. It was not used as a rfage: Nevertheless it does appear to be a new direction that has
for cutting or for implementing policies that would worsen SOME promise.

At ; ; ; :n,. There are many other areas in which we are yet to see
the situation for the socially disadvantaged in our societ . - ;
y g ygvhat will happen. The Liberal Party policy speech last year

ontained a great many statements about what the Liberal

W Il braised for th K doing in th arty would do if it won Government. It also contained some
e were well praised for the work we were doing in thaty, , 4’ ihetoric. | mean this in a very flattering way, but | know

area. Itis disappointing that, again, because such changes hads mempers opposite will take it as an insult, but it was
the misfortune to have been made by a Labor Governmengy, ¢ ‘Whitlamesque’ in its vision. If you listened to that
a number of those programs have been changed or stoppeliement, you might remember that it promised a new

for no other reason than that they were done by a Labojji i ; ; ;
i -~ “direction, a unity of purpose and responsible planning for
Government. | hope that this orgy of self-congratulationgg Australia.y purp P P 9

taking place on the other side will eventually subside and suppose it is fair enough to say that many South

that, in the cool light of day, members opposite will say, o stralians were probably not waiting with bated breath for
Maybe we shouldn’t have changed that and maybe we mighf\e Governor's speech, which we all know is written by the
now change some of those things back.’ ~ Government of the day—and that is not a slight on Her

I want to acknowledge that upon the Liberals coming togxcellency—but some of us were at least interested to know
Government a number of things have happened. A largghat was going to come out in the Governor’s speech. We
amount of spending has been taking place that will take somgad heard the great rhetoric of the campaign trail about how
accounting for at the end of the day. What I think is about taeverything was going to be so different and about how
happen is that, unlike previous examples of an incomingjecisions were going to be made so quickly. Do members
Government saying, ‘We have looked at the books angemember the advertisement stating, ‘It will be done by 9
theyre worse than we thought'—this Government cannot dg.m_; it will be signed by 9 a.m.’ and all the Shadow Minis-
that—it is about to wake up one morning and say, ‘We'Veters, now Ministers, saying, ‘It's fixed; it's done; it's a good
looked at the Cabinet meeting decisions of last week and thg@lea and we'll support it'? | guess we expected that the
previous week, and they're worse than we thought. We cansovernor's speech might reflect some of that and that the
afford them.” We will see that happening slowly over the activities of the Government to date might reflect some of
months ahead. that. However, that has not been the case.

However, some things have happened for which | think Before turning to the Governor’s speech, | point out that
credit should be given, and | want to take the opportunity novio date the partnership that we have heard about has been
to do so. | praise the Government for what it has done in théttle more than a string of Government inquiries on anything
clean-up of the Patawalonga, something that we weréhat happens to stray past the Cabinet agenda paper, including
working and moving on. However, | think, quite frankly, that an inquiry into rural finance and notwithstanding that a
we could have moved faster, and | acknowledge the fact thdipartisan committee of Parliament examined this area. | also
the Government did move very quickly indeed. It is one ofmention adoption, and the construction of a bridge to
the items on the list of things on which money is to be spentHindmarsh Island, which not only had a review but a
that is true; nevertheless | give credit for that having beemsuspension of the review, then a re-start of the review, a
done. It was a project that needed to be implemented, and¢port and then another review.
look forward to its completion. | am also pleased that the An honourable member interjecting:

Government has continued some projects that were under The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: That's right; that will be

way. The continuing negotiations to export TAFE courses tmext. Then we had the operation of the E&WS and the review
South-East Asia, particularly to Thailand, is a case in pointinto housing and urban development, and so the reviews and
Much of the groundwork for that was done under the Laboinquiries go on. At least it is a growth industry. For those who
Government, but it is an example of something that survivedhappen to be employed in the sector of reviews and inquiries,
the political test, that was able to be carried on and hathe outlook seems very promising indeed. Unfortunately, we
resulted in some quick decisions being made. are seeing a Government that has been elected with a sizeable
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majority; as large as we have seen in this State for 60 yearemployment. Will it be over 3 900 or over 4 100, and how
However, it is not getting on with the process of actuallydoes that affect the balancing of the Government’s books?
governing: it is behaving like an Opposition in exile. We have heard the Government’s commitment to provide
Members of the Government seem to be uncertain about hoeomputer services to the world. | remind the House that the
to get on with the business of Government. Government was involved in deals that it was going to sign
Of course, they have had to do some things just to stamgwith major industry groupings around the place and, in one
their mark on the place. They have set about introducingase, in the information technology area, it had a deal that
major changes at the senior public servant level. Of courseyas going to bring hundreds of millions of dollars of business
it is the right of every Government when it is elected to makdo this State. That deal turned out to be with IBM; we
changes at the senior level of the Public Service. | might sagpeculated that it was IBM, and it turned out to be that
that the Government has taken that right not only to extremesompany. We will be watching very closely to see how this
but beyond a right into a wrong with some things it has donemuch vaunted deal goes and whether it brings the results to
with respect to non-senior Public Service appointments. South Australia that the Government has promised.
An honourable member: Typists have been humiliated. =~ We said that South Australia needed growth of four per
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: That is right; the Govern- cent minimum per year, and our whole program was predicat-
ment has humiliated people in the public sector, and | believed upon trying to enable that to happen. However, our
that that brings no credit on it. Nevertheless, while thefinancial statement was not dreamily based upon hoping that
Government has the right to change senior level appointevenues would improve as a result of such growth and
ments, it should not do it for the sake of doing it. It should betherefore we could say that we would have a balanced budget
done for a purpose. In the process, Government membees we would bring down the recurrent deficit or reduce debt
have managed to cut off their own nose to spite themselvdsecause of improving revenues. We had a much more
by virtue of some of the changes that they have made. responsible approach. We looked at the expenditure side; that
believe that all of those public servants are very talentegvhich you can control much more clearly than the revenue
people who are serving South Australia well. However, Iside, which is contingent upon economic circumstances not
accept that, under a new Government, some may well b@st in South Australia or Australia but, indeed, much wider
better placed in different areas of responsibility than they hathan that.
been in previously, but it was quite bizarre to see some of the The Government said we would have 15 per cent annual
moves. It was simply movement for the sake of it. growth in export earnings and that Adelaide would be the
Then we have that long list of promises that the Governexport capital of Australia. | remind members opposite that
ment has made which will be called to account. We will callall these things are being remembered and will be remem-
it to account in this place and in other forums. So, thebered. If the Government delivers 15 per cent growth in our
Government need not think that those promises will bexport earnings, | will be pleased to congratulate it and say,
forgotten. The Government promised that it would creatéYou said that you were going to do that, and you have done
12 000 jobs in its first year. We are three months into the firsit. However, if the Government does not deliver, it will be
year of Government, so the clock is ticking, and we will seefound wanting by its own words—not by those that we have
just how far it gets. The Government promised it would savesaid about it. There are many other things that the Govern-
$100 million on State debt interest annually. | might note thatment has promised, such as a $28 million jobs program
the look on the Treasurer's face today when the member fawhich, in fact, | know it can deliver because it has cut the $40
Napier asked about reducing debt by December 1994 by $700illion economic development program, or that is what it

million to $800 million was very interesting. promised it was going to do. So, it is actually promising
The Hon. M.D. Rann: It was a ‘Where am 1?7’ look. money for development by cutting money for development.
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: It was certainly a ‘Where So, | have no doubt we will see that one achieved, all for

am 1?7’ look. He seemed to be thinking, ‘Did | say that?’ | the sake of an appearance of change and support. The
remind the House what he said. On 6 October 1993, th&overnment promised 600 additional traineeships over 12
former Deputy Leader announced that a Liberal Governmenmtionths, and it promised a whole pile of other initiatives:
would cleanse unwanted assets and that it expected to cut tig million for small business, $3 million to 200 young
debt by between $700 million and $800 million in the firstfarmers, $10 million to children with learning difficulties,
year of office. Those members who are new to this plac&80 million for the third arterial road, $7 million to recycle
might be forgiven for not having heard that statement, buSouthern Vales effluent, and so on.
make it he did, in the public arena. He looked stunned today The policy speech of the Liberal Party made that raft of
by that question. In fact, | think he had forgotten that he mad@romises, along with the promises made in the various other
that statement. He seemed equally stunned that we seemgalicies that the Liberal Party launched before the last
to forget that he had ever made such a statement. election. The cost of all those promises is $612 million,

The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting: which will lead to a $300 million blow out in the budget in

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Yes; he also did not believe its first year. The Government has said that it wants to reduce
that anyone could be so stupid as to say it, as the member ftire debt, that it wants to reduce the deficit, yet it is spending
Giles says. The Government promised to rebuild communitynoney in the most irresponsible of ways—irresponsible
services; to lift education standards; to halve hospital waitingpecause it is not accounting for how it will do it without
lists; and to employ 200 extra police, and we do not knowextending the deficit and without increasing the indebtedness
whether these 200 extra police are to be provided out of othef the State.
positions that are being reduced around the place and what The day of reckoning will come. There is clearly a
that will do to the reduction in employment levels elsewherepolitical day of reckoning four years from now. However, a

| asked questions recently about that matter, and we amuch earlier day of reckoning will come when the Govern-
still not getting clear-cut answers from the Government as tonent has to answer not only to this Parliament but to the
what is happening in relation to the reduction in public sectopeople of South Australia as it attempts to go out and say,
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‘We now have to break some major promises in addition to  On that point, | remind the House that we have all heard
the ones we have already broken on cuts to services armd the concept of sore losers. In this situation we seem to have
taxes.” Of course, that will be particularly interesting. Thea concept of sore winners. Members opposite are saying that,
Government should not think for one moment that we havdéecause there is the possibility that some matters may not get
forgotten what the promise was on taxes and what théhrough the Upper House, this is an outrage. | remind
promise apparently still is on taxes, because the Premier hasembers that it was a Labor Government that first enabled
repeated it, and the Deputy Premier has reined in all théhe Upper House to be a democratic House. In fact, it is now
Cabinet in the same promise. We will have a lot of fun whera House that—over time, because it is elected by halves—
the Government increases taxes, as it will have to do. reflects the popular will. It cannot be criticised by saying, ‘It
If the Government does not cut services to pay for its extras a denial of the democratic will!
spending, or if it does not let debt blow out because of its That criticism could have been made in the 1970s before
extra spending, it will have to sheepishly come in here—we changed the situation in respect of the Upper House.
because | cannot see it resigning (I think we all know that; iWhile it was still a place in which the likes of Ren Degaris
will not do that)}—and work out the most semantic ways tofelt so enormously comfortable, you could criticise it and, if
justify its position. The Government will use the mostthe Upper House of those days had chosen to deliberately
specious of arguments to justify its position. When we heardhwart the will of the Government formed in the Lower
Government members say that they would resign if theyHouse, it justly brought criticism upon its head. | acknow-
increased taxes, they did not actually mean they would resigfedge that a former member of this place on the other side of
It was a kind of ‘Don’t watch my lips’ argument, one of those politics was also part of the process of change, and | refer to
things that you are not supposed to take at face value as y@teele Hall. However, it was an agenda driven by us—
do watch the lips move and say, ‘I will resign if | increase  Mr Quirke: They got him, though.
taxation or the rate of taxation’. Let it not be forgotten exactly The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: They finally got him
what the Government said on that matter. because of it; that’s true. But now it is a popularly-elected
As | mentioned before, we had the policy speech, and welouse. So, how can it not be a democratic place that has the
have had the action since the election. We then had theght to reflect the will of the people? Is the Government
Governor’s speech. The Governor’s speech promised, befoseiggesting that we should do away with the Upper House?
it was delivered, to be a very exciting document on the basiks it suggesting that we should change the voting system for
of the policy speech. It was not. It did not promise great nevthe Upper House? Of course, the former is something that we
directions or great new vision. Certainly it promised somehave suggested at various times over the years. | think itis a
things. The Bills that will be brought before the Parliamentvery poor example, as | said before, of sore winners, because
include the GM&E legislation and amendments to the Meamembers opposite are not prepared to accept that the Upper
Hygiene Act. | am very fond of the Meat Hygiene Act; along House is a Democratically-elected House and can make its
with the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small decisions reflecting the will of the people of South Australia
Business and Regional Development, | was part of the seleets expressed in the ballot box over consecutive elections.
committee, when we were in Opposition last time, that gave On the matter of industrial relations, we indicated a
rise to the Meat Hygiene Act. So | have a fondness for thahumber of things before the last election that we were worried
legislation. My ears pricked up when the Governor’s speechbout. We felt that the people of South Australia were not
canvassed the Meat Hygiene Act. But | have to say that | dbeing told the truth. We were accused of scaremongering. We
not consider it— were accused of saying things that were not the truth about
An honourable member interjecting the intentions of the Liberal Party. We pointed to examples
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | don't think too many other in other parts of Australia. Clearly, the electorate did not
people’s ears pricked up at this great new vision, this greaccept what we were saying about those matters; and | accept
new direction. That is the tenor | am talking about. But therehat point. But we now have a situation where industrial
is more, including the legislation to allow the electronicrelations issues are starting to filter into this place, and they
recording of police interviews, changes to the Real Propertgive rise to the very fears we expressed before the last State
Act, legislation dealing with the early release of prisoners anelection.
regulations to the Environmental Protection Authority. They | might say that the new member for Ross Smith has
are all important issues but hardly matters of reform or visiorwasted no time at all in coming into this place and looking at
that one would expect from a Party that promised so mucthe sorts of changes that are taking place. When these matters
and has had so long to prepare. are debated—and the Minister for Industrial Affairs has
Of course, there are other issues that were not mentionddreshadowed a number of issues, and we have heard his
in the Governor’s speech, and we will ask about those in dueomments on the media about some of them—we will look
course. There are important issues that have come before ag.those matters very closely indeed.
We will examine issues related to the sale of the State Bank. | could also deal with the Government’s position on the
Of course, it was our proposition in the first place, and wdinances of this State, but | am running out of time. | will
will be interested to see whether the Government is gettingonclude on a theme that | partially addressed at the begin-
the best possible benefit for South Australians out of thaning of my contribution. My Party was defeated at the last
area. There are two matters that require special attention, aetection. We cannot attempt to say that the electorate got it
the first is the major amendments to our industrial lawswrong—it did not want us to be in Government any more,
These amendments promise to fundamentally changend it made sure of that.
industrial relations in both the private and public sectors. Of Perhaps in some cases they had been somewhat concerned
course, the other matter is the Bill that will provide for about the surprise victory of Paul Keating in the Federal
voluntary voting, and that was introduced today. | know lelection last year and were determined that it was not going
cannot canvass that matter at this stage, and | do not intertid happen again, and this resulted in the over-emphasis that
to. the member for Giles talks about. But | want to make this
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point: my team and | and the Labor Party we represent hav&ustralian industry. We were prepared to argue against our
heard that, and we are not about to pretend that it should néederal colleagues on the rate of tariff reform in the manufac-
have been the case. We had a proud record in governmeidring sector, saying, ‘You're doing it too quickly.’
Many things were achieved over the 11 years of which | am But the now Premier agreed with Fightback. He put Party
not only not ashamed but very proud indeed. But | do havénterests before the State. We offered them the chance to
to accept that the electors felt it was time for a change.  work with us, to go jointly. | stand by that offer. If there are
I do have to accept that, while some things were causethings that we can do to promote the proper growth of South
by reasons other than us, people wanted us to wear someAfistralia, the proper areas of social development in South
the blame for that and they wanted us to hear that they werustralia and the economic development of this State, this
not satisfied that we were no longer listening to them a®pposition, unlike its predecessor Opposition, will be a
closely as we had in the past. The policies we put before theonstructive Opposition.
last election, | think, were as good a set of policies as we have | congratulate you, Mr Deputy Speaker, on your election
ever put before the electorate. However, | believe that thé your post, and | am certain that you will serve this House
electorate was saying, ‘We don't believe you're listening towell in that role. | thank members for listening to me today.
us properly.” We have a process now under way in the Labor The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Before calling upon
Party, both within the organisation of the Party and in athe member for Davenport, | remind members that this is the
process of review ourselves within the parliamentary Partymember for Davenport’s maiden address in this House. As
It started off with a very productive seminar on this matter.such, the honourable member’s speech should be afforded the
We do not expect simply to have the electorate come bacdksual courtesy afforded maiden speeches in this House and
to us in the sorts of percentages that they have been with whould be heard in silence. The member for Davenport.
over the past half century. We know we have to earn back
their support. We know that we have to go to the next Mr EVANS (Davenport): | support the motion for the
election and say to them, ‘We have listened to what you havadoption of the Address in Reply. In doing so, | congratulate
wanted to tell us about how we operate as a Party in theler Excellency on her address, in which she outlined a vision
Parliament and how we would operate as a Government, aridr the recovery of the South Australian economy under a
we also want you to know that we have listened to what you.iberal Government. | also congratulate the Speaker in his
want our policies to be saying on different issues, so thagbsence and the Deputy Speaker for their rise to those
when the next election comes we can say, ‘We have hearebsitions and trust that they will treat the positions with
what you have to say. We believe that we are worthy of beingespect and bring dignity to the House.
re-elected into government.’ We will not take the electorate Davenport is a metropolitan seat based in the Mitcham
for granted. Hills, taking in the suburbs of Crafers West, Upper Sturt,
The voters wanted to speak: they have been heard. We wilforomandel Valley, St Marys, Bedford Park, Panorama,
not spend our time in the obverse of the orgy of self-conPasadena, Belair, Blackwood, Bellevue Heights, Glenalta,
gratulation—an orgy of self-pity. Individuals in the Party andHawthorndene, Eden Hills, Clapham and Lynton. So it is a
the Party itself will have to go through that process of rediverse district geographically.
examination; we are doing that. We have done it before. We Itis named after Sir Samuel Davenport, who himself was
are a great Party that has shown the capacity to do that solegislator. He was also a merchant, a banker and a manufac-
many times. The very fact that we are the oldest Party iurer, and was involved in the development of the tobacco
Australia and still going strong is a sign of that. We have theand olive oil industries in South Australia. The electorate was
capacity to make those changes and have shown so over tbeeated in the 1969 redistribution and first represented by the
past 102 years, whereas, generally speaking, those on theevious member for Burnside, Joyce Steele. Joyce Steele
other side of politics reach crunch points in their history ancholds an honourable place within the history of the
their result is to fall apart. Our result is to look at ourselvesParliament in that on 18 March 1959 she was the first woman
closely and make the sorts of changes necessary. to be elected to the House of Assembly. She went on to be the
So, the next three years will see us in that process dirst woman to hold the position of Minister in this
rebuilding, in that process of listening to the people of SoutHParliament, holding various ministries including education,
Australia and in that process, after the listening, of develophousing, social welfare and Aboriginal affairs. As has
ing policies in consultation with the community, based on thefollowed the seat of Davenport, she also held the position of
fundamental principles of social fairness that are at the hea@pposition Whip.
of the Labor Party. The next years will see us in this Joyce Steele was followed by the now Premier, Dean
Parliament playing the role of constructive Opposition;Brown. | do not need to go into the excellent record of service
examining closely all the matters the Government bringghat Dean Brown has had in this Parliament. He is currently
before Parliament; scrutinising the Government'’s legislatiorthe Premier, he has been a Minister, a shadow Minister and
and its actions as Executive Government; calling memberhe Deputy Leader, and he has held various positions, and |
opposite to account for the promises they made to Soutbongratulate him on his position of Premier and on the job he
Australians; calling them to account for the broken promisess doing of rebuilding this State. Obviously, it is a difficult
they have made and will make; but also giving credit wherdask. With him and his Cabinet at the helm, the State is in
credit is due and being prepared to work with them where ivery good hands.
is in the interests of South Australians to do so. How many After Dean Brown, | am very proud to say, the next
times when we were in government we offered to work withmember for Davenport was my father, Stan Evans. | am very
the Opposition on issues of State interest—to go jointly to thgoroud to have the opportunity to follow my father through
national Government. Even when we were criticising our owrDavenport into this place. Stan was always an inspiration to
Federal colleagues, | was prepared to do that, unlike the tanme. His never-lie-down attitude always inspired me and, no
cat approach of the now Premier in the face of John Hewsomatter how tough things got for him, he bit the bullet and
when he went to water on such issues as defending Souworked through whatever problem confronted him. Politics,
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of course, is in the history of the Evans family. Not many | must refer to the tremendous support Stan has received
people would realise that my grandfather was on locafrom his wife Barb. Her resilience and capacity to work have
council; I have an aunt on local council; | have an uncle whdeen magnificent. She basically raised five children on her
stood for Party preselection but lost in Playford’s old seatpwn, and | can say to you, Mr Acting Speaker, the other four
and | have a younger brother who is also on local council. Sa;hildren were very difficult to bring up. They have both been
politics is certainly in the blood. involved in various community works. Records show that

As the member for Davenport, Fisher and OnkaparingaSome 200 different community organisations have enjoyed
Stan served some 25Y: years in this place: | am advised thiteir membership over the years, and that is a significant
that it is somewhere near one-fifth of the parliamentarycontribution by a couple.
history, and that is a significant contribution. If he is in  Normally in a maiden speech one would go on a tour of
earshot of these comments, | think it is only fitting that at thethe electorate speaking about its various features. Today |
appropriate time, when he has finished his gardening, Haave chosen not to do that: instead, | wish to speak about one

write a book about his involvement and the history of theiSsue, and that is farming in the electorate of Davenport. |
Parliament while he was in this place. wish to refer to an issue on which the two major Parties and

Some past members have spoken to me in my short ti e minor Party have all taken a similar stance over the years.
in this place about Stan's sense of cunning and how EE:S one that has been supported by two Premiers and two

always spoke his mind. | think Stan’s trademark was the fa eputy Premiers from different Parties all holding the same

that he always kept his word. If Stan said that he agreed wit |2ew, and 'II:EI’I]S ta'n |ssuefthat has bece:n gok;ng 0,? nowlforfome
something or would support someone, they had that guarafi- years. thal ISSUe, of course, IS Lraigburn Farm. | acknow-
tee. There is no better example of that than when he was t gdge, in his presence, the tremendous work that the member

Opposition Whip during the Tonkin years and Corcoran ha or Fisher, the Hon. Bob Such, has done in Frying to keep
raigburn Farm as open space, because Craigburn Farm has

applied the guillotine during a particular debate. Out of th S A .
House that night, granted leave with pairs, were Dunstan arf€" In his electorate or adjoining his electorate for some
y f me, depending on the redistributions.

Hudson. Because Corcoran had applied the guillotine, it wa Duri h 1d lik bers to think about
suggested at the dining table that Stan be asked to withdr uring my speech, 1 would fikeé members 1o think abou
e need for development versus the need for open space,

the pairs to catch out the Government on numbers. Sta ticularly th df in 100 | wish
advised the members of his own Party that, if they forced hinparuculary the€ need tor open space in years. | wiS

to withdraw the pairs, he would cross the floor and vote Witl_gwembers to consider the number of times that a promise has
i

the Government, because he had given his word, and keep %er.‘f.ma?? alr(1dft_h$n l:;rokttan. Itr\:vatlr)t them todcpn5|der tl;e
his word to him was very important. | think that is to his significant fack of Infrastructure that IS proposed in Support,
credit or non-support, of this development—I refer particularly to

roads, public transport, schools and policing. This issue is as

_ His loyalty was unquestionable, and to some point | thinky,,oh ‘ahout honesty in Government as about the need for
his loyalty possibly cost him the achievement of various, pen space, and | pick up the point by the Leader of the

positions within this place, but the credibility he has gainedyynsition during his address regarding the need for
as a result of maintaining that loyalty is to his credit, and Iaccountability in Government
think he would prefer to have his credibility than the status " Thare is no doubt that thé people in my electorate are

of having achieved other positions. _ calling for accountability in Government. If we look at what
_He was an excellent grassroots campaigner, no bettefs happened to Governments throughout Australia in the last
illustrated than when his back was to the wall in the 1983ygcade, we see that all of them have been brought down by
campaign as an Independent. He worked very hard. In factyismanagement: WA Inc.; the South Australian State Bank;
the records show that he was home only five days out of thge Kirner/Cain fiasco in Victoria; Joh Bjelke in Queensland;
365 days for the year. He represented the Parliament in thgeiner by his own legislation; and, of course, now we have
electorates of Onkaparinga, Fisher and Davenport. He was ”P\Qaating deciding to give himself a rostered day off from
second_ longest serving Whip in the world and the longest "Question Time every second day because he does not want
Australia. to be held accountable. It is disgusting for a Prime Minister

There is an interesting story about how he became Whipand other Ministers to not make themselves accountable.
He walked into the Party room after 18 months in this place | wish members to think about the following: when a

and Steele Hall, the then Leader, slapped him on the shouldegmmitment is given, should it be kept? | intend to go

and said, ‘Vote for yourself, sonny’; Stan asked, ‘What arehrough the history of Craigburn, because it is the most
you talking about?’, and Steele Hall said, ‘The Whip: vote forimportant issue in my electorate, as it will have an effect
yourself.’ Stan walked into the room, not even knowing heforever if Craigburn is developed. | want to place on record
was on the ticket, and ended up being Whip. He furtheexactly what has happened regarding Craigburn over the past

served under Steele Hall, the then Leader, as the Parliamepg years because, if the development does go ahead, it will
tary Under-Secretary, he was Chairman of the Subordinaigart, there is no doubt in my mind, within the next six

Legislation Committee and he held the shadow ministries ofnonths. In the Craigburn file at the office, | found the

sport and recreation, housing, environment, transport anllowing description of Craigburn (I am not sure when it was
tourism. He fought very hard for the establishment of thewritten, but | will cite it because it gives a very good
position of Ombudsman in this State. Both Leaders—Halljescription of what Craigburn was used for):

and Dunstan—at the time said that position was not required, ‘Craigburn’ was the name chosen by Mr Peter Cummings, the
Steele Hall saying, ‘We do not need a super inquisitor’ andriginal owner of the property. Arriving in South Australia in 1847,
Don Dunstan saying, ‘It is simply not required.” So one of Mr Cummings purchased this property from the Government in

) P : - . 853. The property was retained by Mr Cummings until his death in
Stan’s contributions is the establishment of the position of gog when a Mr Austin acquired the property and subsequently sold

Ombudsman in this State, and that position certainly plays agraigburn to the Downer family in 1905. Minda purchased
important role in the Government process. Craigburn. . .



Wednesday 23 February 1994 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 229

That is an important point to realise. It was not a gift; it is notthat it would give the land a high value and this would make

held by trust; it was a capital purchase by Minda. It con-it costly to keep as open space in the future, and, like any

tinues: private owner, Minda would only naturally seek to capitalise
Minda purchased Craigburn from the Downer family in 1923 by©n the value of that land at some point in the future.

the sale of some of the Brighton property, together with a bank It is interesting to note that the Liberal Party, in Opposi-

&Vaer:drgﬁtagggg r?goe\mg:] \S/IZSC epgﬁgcgffth%/r?; gdngg%eg ?:] %?:Srz-tion, showed its opposition to any development of Craigburn
y Vi i igbu ; ; ; ;
itself today not only as one of the most diversified agricultural ancFarm in 1972 by every single member voting against the

horticultural properties in South Australia, but also as an activity"®gulations allowing the zoning which would have allowed
therapy centre for the intellectually disabled. development. So, in 1972, the Liberal Party was unanimously
Some 23 intellectually disabled trainees are in residence on thepposed to any subdivision of Craigburn Farm. It is interest-

]E’mtﬁer%S”‘t’i”Q eithel.r in .Jo?h” Tassie horl]‘se or Mﬁgcibg CQ:L"’.‘geth"hﬁg to note that the voting members included: Steele Hall (the
urther rainees live in three group homes situated within . :
Blackwood community. Other trainees working at Craigburn arijband of the current member for Coles); Howard Venning,

intellectually disabled young people still living at home with their your father, Sir; the member for Peake, Heini Becker; and the
parents, or residents of Minda, Brighton. At present 65 trainees areurrent Speaker, Graham Gunn. They all voted against the
employed on a daily basis. With the introduction of new work andregulations allowing subdivision of that land.

training opportunities in the near future, more trainees will be able -
to gain employment. Not only does Craigburn provide a wide choice The then member for Fisher also requested that the

and variety of work, but it also provides Minda with almost all of its Government purchase the land as a national reserve to go into
requirements of milk, meat, eggs, poultry and vegetables. [So it madiie national parks. Unfortunately, the Government of the day
a significant contribution towards keeping the cost down at Mindajeclined that invitation. Despite all objections, the regulations

as far as the foods and edibles were concerned.] Some of the ma o : ; ;
work stations are as follows: IRlere passed. It is interesting to note that it was this change

1. A complete 120 head dairy herd. of zoning to allow the land to be developed, and only this
2. A 130 head beef cattle herd. change of zoning, that gave the land any value—the value
3. Apiggery housing 18 sows and their offspring. that it has today.

4. Layerhens. .. According to a council newspaper, a written assurance is

5. 8000 one-day-old chickens. . . . -
A large market garden on Craigburn also plays an important rol lleged to have been obtained by the then Labor Minister of

in training programs. Most mechanical repairs and maintenance worknvironment, Mr Broomhill, from the then Chairman of
is undertaken on the property . . . In addition to catering for our owrMinda Homes Incorporated, Mr Justice Bright, that Minda
needs, Craigburn property is shared with a number of communithad no intention of selling the property for subdivision. A
organisatios . . .such as Riding for the Disabled. sale would happen only if the level of Government funding
So we can see that Craigburn certainly had an interesting usiell below a workable minimum. If this unlikely event ever
and still does, within the community of Blackwood. took place, Minda allegedly agreed to transfer not less than
Craigburn is divided by the Sturt Creek, the northern area o0 per cent of the remaining land to the State free of cost as
some 350 hectares being in the Mitcham council and the public reserve. This is confirmed in thelvertiserof 5
southern area of approximately 185 hectares being in th©ctober 1972.
Happy Valley council. The community believed that it was led to understand by
The 1962 Liberal Government development plan fora Labor Minister (Broomhill) that Minda had no intention of
Adelaide showed the whole of Craigburn Farm designated asubdividing the property or selling it for subdivision. Thus,
‘special uses’. It was envisaged as part of an open spade 1972, the community had a guarantee from the then Labor
green belt and as a buffer separating Adelaide from th&overnment and from a Labor Minister. It also had a Minda
proposed southern suburbs. This was in 1962: now, 30 yeagtiarantee and the Liberal Opposition had unanimously voted
later, if we look at the amount of development in the southto oppose the subdivision. So, every indication was that the
we can see that that was a very good concept put forward Hgnd could not be subdivided. At the same time, Broomhill
the Liberal Government in 1962—a not dissimilar policy tothen released the Jordan report on the environment, which
that put forward by the Brown Government regarding therecommended:
preservation of the Willunga Basin. | support the concept, Thatopen space should be provided on the Adelaide Plains, along
because ultimately in 100 years the people surrounding thie hills face zone, in the Mount Lofty Ranges and on the boundaries
Willunga Basin will be grateful, just as the people have bee®f the present urban development.
grateful for the open space that our forefathers put aside faCraigburn came into at least three of those categories. It is
us to enjoy. So the question that has to be asked ultimately-along the hills face zone, although it is outside the zone; it is
and this is the point we will consider during the debate—isjn the Mount Lofty Ranges—Mitcham Hills—and it was on
‘Will Craigburn be put aside for open space for the people othe boundary of the then urban development.
South Australia to enjoy in 100 years?’ Itis interesting to reflect on what land has been put aside
The debate really starts in 1970-71. Mitcham and the thesince 1962 to meet these objectives in this area. The then
Meadows (now Happy Valley) council introduced zoningmember for Mitcham, Robin Millhouse, argued for the
regulations to implement that 1962 plan. The Meadowsetention of Craigburn Farm based on that Jordan report,
regulations at first zoned its part of Craigburn as special usesaying that it met the criteria laid out in the then Govern-
but after many objections the council decided it would changenent’s own report.
it, for whatever reason, to Residential 1. The Mitcham Things went quiet. However, the community had those
regulations zoned about 60 per cent of the land rural A anduarantees on the public record: a guarantee from Minda; a
the balance as special uses. guarantee from the Labor Government; a guarantee from a
The then member for Fisher, Stan Evans, and the HorLabor Minister; and, of course, the Opposition’s public
Ren DeGaris in another place jointly moved a motion tostatement that it was against the subdivision. However, in
disallow the regulations. This would have kept the farm ad978, Minda announced a study to consider the rationalis-
open space. Unfortunately, this motion was defeated alongtion of existing and possible future uses of Craigburn. In
Party lines—25 to 19. The then member for Fisher arguegarticular, it wished to investigate opportunities for raising
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funds through the use of the land zoned Residential 1. Of First, we had the then Minister Broomhill, then we had
course, this sent alarm bells ringing through the district andHudson and now we had Corcoran all making that particular
the community protested. Suddenly, after six or seven yearspmmitment. They were all senior Ministers giving public
the deal had changed. undertakings. There were no ifs, no buts or retractions. The
In 1979, only six years after the previous commitment bycommunity has every right to be angry with Labor if that
the Labor Minister for Planning, Hugh Hudson then gave hicommitment is eventually broken and the land is developed.
approval for a proposal for Minda to subdivide 135 hectareg he community did rely on Labor’s word.
in the Happy Valley council area—formerly Meadows It is interesting to note that David Wotton, the then
council—provided that undertakings were given by Minda.member for Murray, was in Opposition. It is reasonable to
Those undertakings were, first, that an area known asonclude that he asked a question in an attempt to get the
Craigburn Scrub, which was south of the Sturt GorgeGovernment to concede that the development might cause
Recreation Park, should be preserved as open space at no qaaiiution problems. It is obvious that the honourable member
to the Government. Secondly, all land north of the Sturhad concerns in this area.
Creek was to be zoned as special uses to protect the existing Of course, the community now has those same concerns
open space character of the land. about the current proposal, which is to develop some 1 300
The community was therefore led to believe that, througthouses on the north side of Sturt Creek. What will the
Hugh Hudson’s deal with Minda, all land north of the Sturt Patawalonga be like in another 15 years if 1 300 houses are
Creek was to be kept as open space. | repeat that, prior fiut on Craigburn Farm? Craigburn Farm is split by the Sturt
that, the community already had a guarantee that none of tHereek, which feeds the Patawalonga. History shows that the
land would be developed, but the deal had changed—Huds®@outhern development of 500 homes proceeded, and here we
changed the deal to allow the area south of the Sturt Creek &re, 15 years later, and what are we talking about? We are
be developed. The community was naturally angry, and so falking about pumping out the Patawalonga; we are closing
should have been. A Minister had given his word and withinthe beach and pumping it out; we are sending our tourists
six years it had been reversed. From no houses on Craigbuaway; and we are setting up a Patawalonga catchment
Farm, suddenly we had 500 houses. Of course, once you getithority. Even today in the House, we heard about the
one house on the farm that opens the door and the battle gogtoposal for the Onkaparinga catchment authority. It is a
on, as it is today. tremendous idea; | wish | had thought of it. We are spending
Locals knew that there would be inherent infrastructuréb4 million on trash racks to help clean up the Patawalonga,
problems; they knew that it would cause problems to the Stu@nd we are also going to enter the Sturt Creek in the Better
Creek and its surrounds; and they knew that it was just thRivers program, which | also support.
beginning of a fight. It was also in Hudson’s agreement that However, at the same time, Minda and the community are
the land north of Sturt Creek—some 350 hectares—was tgeriously talking about placing 1 300 homes on the north side
be offered to the South Australian Government as a firsef Sturt Creek—the area guaranteed never to be developed.
option if ever it came up for sale. Yes, that option has beehjust cannot understand how we can have a concept of trying
removed, and that is another breach of a promise made to tft@ clean up the Patawalonga, setting up the Patawalonga
community by Labor. No longer did that option exist as a firstcatchment authority, and before the authority really has time
option for the Government to buy the land@his agreement  to find its feet the planning process allows a development of
was confirmed by then Minister Des Corcoran in 1979. Thel 300 homes.
then member for Murray (David Wotton), now a Minister, It is clearly evident—certainly, the communities believe
asked the following questions in this House: it is—that it will have some effect on the environment of
1. What effect would the sale of parts of Craigburn (owned bySturt Cre.ek and its surrounds. It is obvious to gll in the local
Minda Incorporated), and the consequent use of the area south of ts@mmunity that Corcoran was wrong and David Wotton was
Sturt River for housing development, have on the Sturt River, thgight. It must have had some effect on Sturt Creek and thus
SturtoGorge Recreation Park and the natural environment in thape Patawalonga. | am advised that Professor David
area? . . . ..
2. Will the Minister give backing to this proposal similar to that Shearman_ from the _Conservatlon Council said on radio in the
given by the Minister for Planning [Hudson]? past fortnight that if the Government was serious about
3. Will the Minister strongly pursue the aim of incorporating the cleaning up the Patawalonga it would be better to spend $4
heavily wooded area south-west of this possible development in thillion contributing towards the purchase of Craigburn Farm
Sturt Gorge Recreation Park? as open space than spending it on trash racks for the
Mr Corcoran’s answer to the first question was that it wouldPatawalonga.
have no affect at all on the Sturt Creek. The answer to the In 1981 Craigburn Scrub was transferred as agreed and
second question was that the Government had already stateds added to the Sturt Gorge Recreation Park. So, that
that it would support the development of part of thepromise on behalf of Minda was kept. Late in 1982 Mitcham
Craigburn property that was presently zoned for residentiatouncil stated that it saw the long-term future of the whole
development, provided that part of this residentially zonef Craigburn land as open space and wished to rezone it
land became a conservation park. In addition, the Goverraccordingly. In 1983 Mitcham council was planning to hold
ment would require a guarantee that all land north of Stur& public meeting to discuss the rezoning of Craigburn, but
River be retained as open space. | repeat: the Governmeiinda went to court and issued a Supreme Court writ that
would require a guarantee that all land north of Sturt Riveprevented public discussion. In 1984 Craigburn Farm was
was to be retained as open space. recommended in the study to become part of the second
So, it is clearly inHansardthat the then Minister (Des generation parklands between Gawler and Port Noarlunga.
Corcoran) also gave a guarantee to the community in | make the point that it is no good leaving all the hilly
answering that question that it was the policy of the Governterrain as open space without some flatter, undulating land,
ment of the day and the agreement it had stitched up that dilecause in 100 years time the aged still want to walk on some
land north of the Sturt Creek would remain as open spaceflat or slightly undulating land, younger children will not be
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able to walk on very steep land and the disabled will neeé Government have to promise something and not deliver it?
some flat and slightly undulating land. At present theHow many times are the community’s hopes raised only to
community is being left all the hilly land, the mountain goatbe erased at the stroke of a pen? It is interesting to note that
country, but land of reasonable flatness for people to use iHopgood says it was intended by successive Governments
their passive recreation is being swallowed up by the urbathat Craigburn remain as open rural land. Labor Governments
sprawl. At the end of the day we have to realise as arior to 1979 made guarantees to keep Craigburn as open
community that the land that is ideal for housing—and | havespace. The Liberal Government from 1979 to 1982 did not
been involved in the building industry since 1981—is alsoAct on Craigburn because it understood that the agreement
quite often ideal for recreation, as well as for parks, futurevas watertight: it thought the previous agreement would hold.
ovals or future sporting needs. Even Labor Governments up until 1992 held the view that
Mr Acting Speaker, you can understand the communitythe north side of Craigburn should be open space. The
becoming very cynical and bewildered with the handling ofcommunity understanding was that both parties wanted
Craigburn. Each deal that was made by Labor was ultimatelZraigburn as open space: it was clear by both their public
broken. | take the point that the Leader of the Oppositioractions and their public statements. Minda had submitted
made during his Address in Reply speech where he said thptans for some 1 300 homes; Hopgood had taken them under
the Parliament, the Government and Opposition Parties, hagection 50; Minda therefore threatened legal action; and a
to listen to the people. What is the point of listening if, whenworking party was established between Minda, local and
you get into power, you do not then enact what the peopl&tate Government representatives to try to reach a compro-
have told you? mise. In August 1984 the then Minister, Dr Hopgood,
In February 1984 Minda presented to Mitcham councilannounced the concept of second generation parklands and
plans to subdivide all the rural land into some 1 380 blocksindicated that Craigburn was included in that.
only five years after its commitment that that would not In all three major parkland and open space studies
happen. Itis reported in thedvertiserof February 1984 that undertaken since 1962, Craigburn has been identified as
it had no intention of proceeding: needing to be open space. In 1985 the community were
Subdivision plans are just tactics, say Minda. Minda Incorporatedlelighted when the then member for Davenport, now Premier

has plans to subdivide its controversial Craigburn property aDean Brown, said in a letter to residents:

Coromandel Valley into 1 380 housing allotments. But it says it has . ]
: : : h P | strongly support the retention of the Craigburn land, north of
no intention of proceeding with the development, which is the Iatesge Sturt River, as open space for general community use. This land

tactical move in a complicated and bitter battle over the 335-hecta ould not be 'subdivided for housing development. Any land not

roperty. Minda says the plans are primarily to protect the . . . ass p f
?val%e 3}) the propgrty. . .pAny movepto implgmepr)n the plans will be’,%qwred by Minda Incorporated for a farm should be purchased by

i State Government over a number of years, and then that land
strongly opposed by the SA Government, conservationists and tHg< 2 y :
Mitch%% gﬁy Coun)éil because of their desire to ensure the are ould become part of the second generation parklands of Adelaide.

: : inda Inc., which carries out such magnificent work for the
remains open space. The current value of the property, which has . ' h o h
a plant nursery and is farmed by Minda residents, is derived from rzglrll?:(i:atﬁa”y handicapped within our community, should not suffer
zoning. . . Y-

The last paragraph states: One could be excused for thinking that the parties had exactly

A spokeswoman for Dr Hopgood said the Government was ‘verythe same policy, and on this issue they did have the same
concerned’ at the subdivision plans. She said Minda had promise%oncy' It shoulq be noted,. of course, th".’lt the thgr! electorate
in 1978 that its land north of Sturt River would remain open spac®f Davenport did not take in Craigburn (it was still in Fisher)
and would be given a special uses zoning. but it is important to note that the then member for Davenport
Itis interesting to note that the article confirms the value wa¥/as commenting on it because, as the Deputy Leader, to him
only there because of the zoning given to Minda by thigt was then clearly a State issue. _ _
parliamentary process. It again confirms that the Government A further article in theMessenger Pressgain confirmed
wanted the land to remain open space. This article also raiséte then member for Davenport’s stance on the issue. It was
the question that, if Minda had no intention to proceed withimportant because this article was the first time the Liberal
the subdivision, why did it pay consultants and the like toleadership position had publicly stated its stance on Craigburn
prepare the p|ans? |magine the cost it would have incurred iﬁirm. This article also mentioned trees, and the beautiful red
preparing plans for a 1 380 home residential subdivisiongums on the property are still there today. The community is
Minda argues that it was allowed to show the real value of th&ing to seek legal protection of the trees if the development
property as it could show that a certain number of b|ock§roceeds. The article also recogmsed the huge development
could be created. Some in the community doubt that particu? the suburbs south—Flagstaff Hill, Aberfoyle Park, Happy
lar reason. Valley, and the like—and how Craigburn Farm acted as a

The then Minister for Planning and Environment, DonCircuit breaker, a breathing space, for those suburbs in
Hopgood, considered the application to be of major social anBietween the urban sprawl and the suburbs south.
environmental importance and used various sections of the When we look at the area south of Craigburn, we see that

Planning Act to try to stall the proposal. In fact, this is the population has gone from 19 000 in 1981 to 29 300 in
confirmed in writing to Mitcham council as follows: 1986 and some 34 000 in 1994—a huge growth of population

In a letter to Mitcham council, Dr Hopgood has backed council's” the southern area. In 1985 the _then member for Flshe_r, Stan
move to rezone the land and retain it as open space. Mr Hopgodavans, who had been arguing since 1972 to have Craigburn
said that successive Governments had always intended the Craighas open space, moved a private member’s motion which was
land to remain as open space. never voted on due to an election.

This article also raised the problems about traffic, but | will It was an election year and, if we pause to see what the
address that problem later. The community now had guaraommunity had as regards Craigburn, we see that it had the
tees from four Labor Governments and four Labor Ministerd_abor Party committing itself four times to keeping it as open
that Craigburn would not be developed: firstly, Broomhill, space, with the Liberal Party, of course, voting against the
Hudson, Corcoran and then Hopgood. How many times doesxriginal subdivision and its members now publicly coming
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out to keep it as open space. They believed they had the At this point the then member for Davenport smelled a rat.
Liberal Party voting against the subdivision from the outsetHopgood’s letter also states the following:

they believed they had guarantees from Minda that the land n order to protect this land from premature subdivision, the
north of Sturt Creek would not be developed; and theyGovernor. ..

believed they had a council opposed to the subdivision. Ofthat is where the rat comes in; it is a sham to bring the

reflection, the community felt some security in that Labor,governor into this letter, because we all know in this place

through Broomhill, Hudson, Corcoran and Hopgood, hadhat the Governor acts only on instructions from the Govern-

wanted the land as open space. . ment. So the Minister is saying that in order to save this land
These were senior people: the Premier and a number @fom premature subdivision the Governor will take some

Deputy Premiers came from this group. These were, SUPpOgction. What he is really saying is that the Government will

edly, the people with vision, the ones who were going taake some action. The sentence concludes:

support this State for a long time. Every one of t.hem .t'o & the Governor has declared the land to be subject to section

person had committed themselves publicly and in writingsg of the Planning Act.

through press releases and letters to keeping Craigburn Fatm 4. \vhose instruction did the Governor declare it?

gz:)rﬁilspz?r(t:%fl?h%zgr?gtrlgw;ist;ﬁcgrgr;:?sniig t::ﬁgnzagg_?_ﬁgbviously, it was the Government’s instruction. With all due
P P P P ' tlaspect to Her Excellency the Governor, she does not sit there

was on top of the recommendation that it be open space . - ‘ ,
part of the second generation parklands scheme and the 19% d ; lgdodoedn% éggl_léﬁ),;h;u':ﬂg:ggjpnd usr? gérH: };e[c)t(i) gn Ig/(()e )

Adelaide development plan. The community had no doub embers of this House know that it does not work that way.

tha}ﬁé?égglf;?ewggIgi§§u§2?§nspfcgfs recoanised the ValWith the utmost respect to Her Excellency, clearly it was a
pap 9 vernment instruction. The then member for Davenport

of Cf?‘igbum to the State on three out of three separalg o, \yrote to Minda seeking its comments on Minister
occasions. In 1987, Minda submitted a development appl'cel—'lopgood’s letter. Minda replied, as follows:

tion for 1 300 allotments on Craigbumn, just three years after The letter you have received from the Ministersets out some

it h"’.‘d said that the plans_ were JL.JSt ta‘ctlcs,. So, three ye.afgcts concerning the rezoning issue; however, there are some matters
earlier, these plans were just tactics—'Don’t worry about it;yhich Minda needs to clarify with the Minister before making any
we're not going to go ahead. They’re only there to show théurther comment.

value.’ Three years later: ‘We're going to develop it To stopthese are the three groups: the Minister’s staff, Minda and
the developmgnt application fo_r the 1 300 allotments, thgy.g government. They served together on two working
Government trle_d to place a section 50 over the developme arties; they had already concluded and produced their
and Minda again threatened legal action. So, yet anothgecommendations. So, clearly Minda had some conflict with

working party was set up to look at this issue. the Minister. The recommendations were already in place—
In 1988, Don Hopgood wrote to the then member forie reports were finished. On 22 June, Minda wrote again,
Davenport and said, in part: saying:

In 1978 agreement was reached between State Government and
Minda Incorporated to allow land division on the south side of the
Sturt River on the clear understanding that the land to the north o
the river would not be divided but retained as open space. In other words, let us not worry about what the report says.

There could not have been a clearer commitment from Alow that the Government and Minda have got together and
Government Minister than what is contained in that parahad another chat about it, let us talk about the current status.
graph. | will read the important section again: Members will see that definitely something was going on. In

... on theclear understanding that the land to the north of theIts letter Minda stated:
river would not be divided but retained as open space. I understand that Cabinet did not agree to the proposal; however,
The letter also states: Minda did indicate its agreement in principle.

| further indicate that at an appropriate time the Governmen{n his letter, the Minister states:
could negotiate to purchase the land for it to form an integral The State Government particularly, and Minda Incorporated as
component of the second generation parkland [scheme]. well, had difficulty in accepting the recommendations.
The letter also states: | do not know whether they attended the same meeting.

I have no instructions from Cabinet which would allow me to Minda said it was happy; the Government said that Minda
countenance giving approval to developments which would put outvas not happy. They went away and had another chat and
of court for ever the chance of the South Australian communitycame back to decide what they would do with the land. The
being able to use the beautiful area currently occupied for open Spaﬁ%mmunity suspected that the Government was holding a gun
and recreational purposes. . ) -~

. at Minda’s head. It definitely had some sort of agenda. We

It also states: do not know what the recommendations were, because two

... | have to saythat the Government would use whatever reports have never been released; and | will take up that
mechanisms available to it to forestall a subdivision. matter with the current Minister in due course. However, the

| think the best way to respond to the issue is to advise you of the
ost current status. . .

His summary line is undeniable; it states: community suspects that the Labor Government did not
You will see from the above that the Government is firmly purchase the land because State Bank and SGIC problems
committed to retaining this land as open space. and other Labor disasters had started to raise their head at this

If the community had received that letter, it would have hadime.

absolutely no doubt that that Minister, on behalf of the Things went quiet; it was indeed the calm before the
Government, had made a clear undertaking, as had his thretorm. In April 1992, the Mitcham council received in the
predecessors on behalf of their Party, that that land north gfost a draft Craigburn Farm supplementary development plan
the Sturt River would be kept as open space—absolutely nimr comment by 11 May. The Government gave the council
doubt. a generous 19 days to consider this development. It had been
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going on in the community for 20 years, and the Governmenat Blackwood, it must be considered an Adelaide metropoli-
gave the council 19 days. On 4 May, the council sought atan and South Australian problem.
extension of time and received a letter in reply on 13 May Another indication of the community support is the
saying that the extension was not granted and that thexcellent work in setting up a community trust, which is
submission was due on 11 May. One wonders about thgying to raise money to fund the purchase of the land. In
workings of the former Labor Government. 1993, the then Labor Government purchased 181 hectares of
The Government worked hand in hand with Minda toopen space, which does not have to be paid for, by the way,
develop the SDP, but despite 20 years of assurances andtil after the year 2000. Not a bad deal! It made the commit-
guarantees from Labor Ministers Labor did a deal thament to buy it and shoved the price on to the next
possibly would help to develop Craigburn Farm. The unusuaBovernment. That is not a bad way to do business! We must
thing about this SDP is that about four acres of the wholde aware that, in relation to that land, it did a deal for cheap
development happened to be in the Happy Valley councibpen space. There is no doubt in the community’s mind that
area. The importance of those four acres is that it meant th#tte then Government said to Minda, “You give us some open
the development was spread over two council areas, whictpace land cheap and we will allow you to develop some of
meant that neither council could act as the developmerthe better land for a low to medium density housing develop-
authority. Therefore, the Government’s planning departmerment. You get your money out of that development, and the
had control of the development. Government does not have to spend much money to get the
Some people in the community believed that was donepen space.’
deliberately so that the local community could not control the  The point | make about the open space is that it is steep,
development. However, the community saw a glimmer ofunusable country. In 100 years people will not want to play
hope when on 14 July 1992 Liberal Leader Dean Browrfootball or fly a kite on that land, because it is suitable for
released a press statement on Craigburn Farm, which stat@sly mountain goats. In 100 years we do not know what
in part: sporting facilities will need what land, so it is pointless
“The parliamentary Liberal Party met last week and agreed thareéserving only the steep unusable land.
Craigburn Farm, one of the largest tracts of vacant land in the |turn now to traffic in the area. In a letter to the residents
metropolitan area, should be maintained as open space,’ Mr Browiy August 1985, the then member for Davenport (Hon. Dean
said. Brown) said:

It states further: The Old Belair Road is a public disgrace.

In accordance with past commitments, Mr Brown said the Liberal ; ; ;
Party supported the retention of the whole of the Craigburn Fanjf]cn)ul(;lv?lr;'.sardln 1985 he described the Old Belair Road as

property, including the development of open space for recreation.

; ; ; ; ; The worst road in the metropolitan area particularly when one
The community bel!eved that this cou_I(_j be mterpre_ted In Only onsiders the large volume ofptraffic, WhiC?] was 5 5y00 vehicle
one way: that the Liberal Party’s position was, as it had beemovements per day.

inthe past, that it sulpport'ed the retention of the whole of th?n fairness to the authorities, some minor work has been
Craigburn property, including the development of open SPaCkarried out since then. Parts of Old Belair Road have been

for recreation. It is interesting to note that over that 20 year, . P .
. . . idened where the rocks were jutting out, it has been
period from 1972 to 1992 that was the consistent I"ber"’&esurfaced and a roundabout has been placed at Blythewood

policy. . ;

It was at about this time that thtills and Valley Messen- l?g;d'sHsog\(l)e\\/gr’“?é\N ;%r\}élr%SeSn{asn(; 13:; iroafgz g%%”:gﬁﬁj: d
ger r eported th.at the Institute of Architects had Statec{novements aday. Soin 8 years the traffic volume has nearly
publlcly_that Cra|g_burn Farm should not be d_e\_/eloped_. Thos ebled, and this is a consequence of the development down
trained in professional development and building design Sagouth t’hat | spoke about earlier. A further 9000 vehicle
gqna;r%g'a%m;;ihn%ﬂd I\r}lo'['lsbe developed. In _ngruary 1993 ovements are recorded on Belair Road, which makes a total

y Maibtated that then Minister Crafter ¢ 53500 vehicle movements on the main road of Belair
had announced a 1 600 home development on Craigbur, ery day.

Farm and that the land area had increased from 62 to 6 | ask members to consider that, on South Road, where

Becta}res. Tq% parllat;nentary Enwrgn(;negg dResourc;as_ arfﬂere are three lanes for traffic in each direction, there is an
evelopment Lommitiee recommencded a ay mora Or'ur%f\/erage of 5 125 vehicle movements per hour in peak hour
but the Government rejected that proposal.

the community is still strong. Even the State Executive Ofvehicles per day on a road that has been described as
Girl Guides—hardly the strongest political lobby grOUp_h‘?lsnational disgrace’ and ‘one of the worst roads in the metro-
come out and asked the local member for Davenport to rejef)tolitan area’

the development of Craigburn Farm.

During the consultation process 590 submissions werg;
made to the Advisory Committee on Planning, and that is
State record for any development. So, if people thinkitis not Road Transport Department spokesman Martin Lindsell said

a big issue, and if people think that the community iS NOkyere \were no plans to upgrade Old Belair Road and James Road or
concerned about it, | ask them to consider that there were 538 puild another access road from Belair to ease the traffic

submissions on the one planning application. Over 16 006narls . . ..Statistics based on traffic flows, accident rates and
signatures have been presented on petitions in this pla destrian use showed that ‘other roads had higher priorities and
opposing the development of Craigburn Farm, including ond'gner needs. . .

from the then member for Elizabeth, the Hon. Martyn EvansMr Lindsell is quoted in the article as follows:

So, when the people of Elizabeth are petitioning to save land Many other roads in the Adelaide Hills have similar problems.

| do not know whether the Minister for Transport (Hon.
Laidlaw) or I was more surprised when two weeks ago the
essengereported the following:
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The article also states: definition. Why, | do not know; we only have to look at the
He also said Craigburn Farm, if developed, was unlikely toNew South Wales experience to realise that the Mitcham hills
prompt any new plans for Old Belair Road or James Road becausand Craigburn will burn if the conditions are right. However,
the department tried to encourage people to use main arterial roadpere is a history in the area of fires getting out of control due
not local roads. to a lack of water pressure or volume. Caddy’s Tavern burnt
I do not know which main arterial road he is talking about,down due to a lack of water pressure and volume and, when
because there is no main arterial road out of Belair; we havettending a fire at the Blackwood Primary School, the local
only two roads out of Belair, and they are Old Belair Roadfirefighting units had to wait while they ran out extra hoses
and Belair Road. | do not know which arterial horse tracks heo the main road because there was not enough firefighting
is talking about, because essentially that is all they are—eapacity in the water pipes feeding to the schools.
slightly widened, slightly flattened old horse and buggy Water is so scarce that the Blackwood High School
tracks that have been bituminised. Yet, we have all this traffigrincipal goes to the school at 12 midnight to water the
from down south travelling down these roads. The article alsgarden and the ovals because there is simply not enough
states that many other roads in the Adelaide Hills have similafater and not enough pressure in the pipes to water during
problems. That may be true, and | have lived in the Adelaidene day. That is an amazing situation; yet they intend to put
Hills all my life so | am aware of what he is talking about, but a development within three or four kilometres of another
other areas in the Adelaide Hills do not have a Craigburnt 300 homes. Water is supplied to some of the area through
Farm being developed, and they do not have the traffigvater storage tanks, and | hope the new development is not
coming from the south that the Blackwood area has. part of that area because, only two weeks ago, the pumping
Previous Governments have gone to extraordinary lengthsystem on the storage tanks failed. It would be a disaster if
to try to prevent development in other areas of the Adelaidéhat occurred when it was needed for firefighting purposes.
Hills. We all remember the uproar when the Hon. Susamy family has lived in the Hills now for six generations, and
Lenehan brought down the Mount Lofty Supplementaryl know that one day a fire will occur; it may not be in my
Development Plan banning all development from Victorlifetime, and it may not be in my son’s lifetime, but it will
Harbor through to the Barossa Valley. So, itis all right to sayhappen. My real concern is that the roads will not carry the
that the other Adelaide Hills roads have similar problems, butraffic out of the area on the day the fire comes, and the locals
they do not have the development to contend with or th&now that. A further development will contribute to the
traffic flowing through them. The reason there is no pedesproblem. | have a lot more to say on this topic, and | hope to
trian use is quite simple: there is no footpath or cycling trackpick it up on another day.
The cycling track essentially consists of the two inches of | thank my campaign committee for its assistance and also
road to the left or the right, depending on the lane in whichny family for their assistance during the preselection process
you are travelling, if you are game enough to riskit. Personaland during the election. We certainly fought a very hard
ly, I am not that game. battle and we were delighted to win it. | hope | have the

~ The previous Government's attitude to the traffic problemopportunity to pick up some more of these comments in due
in relation to the Craigburn development may well have beeggourse.

summed up in aMessengeipress article of March 1993,
where a planning department manager, EImer Evans (who is [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]
not related to me), is quoted as saying:
The report outlined heavy traffic on Hills roads if Craigburnwas ~ The SPEAKER: Order! | point out to the House that this

developed, but the Government thought it would not affect thds a maiden speech, and | ask that the normal courtesies apply
Adelaide metropolitan road network and that is why the developmerig the member for Coles.
was approved.

| hope that Mr Evans is not implying that, because the road Mrs HALL (Coles): Mr Speaker, | am pleased to support
is not in the Adelaide metropolitan area, it is not importantthe motion for the adoption of the Address in Reply for the
I would be delighted to hear the thoughts of the member fofirst time tonight as the member for Coles under your
Unley about whether any of the Hills traffic contributes to theoversight. The definition of ‘volunteer’ is a person who
traffic problems on Unley Road in his electorate. Despite alkerves without payment and who undertakes work by free
these problems, the STA is now on record as saying in itshoice. The victory in Coles and, indeed, in South Australia
submission to the Planning Commission: would not have happened without the large numbers of
No evening or Sunday bus services are provided in thd-iberal Party members and campaign workers, the talented
Blackwood hills-Coromandel Valley area..The STA has no and tireless women, the volunteers who worked so hard over
proposals to extend public transport. . . S0 many years to see our Party win enough seats to sit on the
The STA also comments on the safety aspects of closed culdght of the Speaker. They obviously did it so well that eight
de-sac in an area of high fire risk. So, we have on record fromf us have had to overflow. In my case, | pay tribute to my
the STA that we are not going to get any extra publiccampaign committee, the electorate committee, the branches
transport in this area if Craigburn goes ahead. The problemof Athelstone, Auldana, Skye, Magill and Rostrevor, and the
is that the traffic will flow over into all the other minor roads Coles Young Liberals, along with many friends and support-
such as Brighton Parade. Itis clear that public transport wilers, for their commitment and part in our victory.
not be extended for this development, and that is simply Multi-skilling is on the rise in the community, but very
unbelievable. specifically within the Liberal Party. These days it is not just
The traffic congestion combined with the right conditionsthe magnificent hard-working Young Liberals who are expert
will one day see a holocaust occur in the Mitcham hillsin the night duties of poster patrols, the talent required to
because of fire if Craigburn is developed. There is absolutelgreate campaign roses, the art form and speed requirements
no doubt about thatin my mind. Craigburn is technically outfor folding literature and, of course, the satisfaction of door
of the bushfire prone area, according to the authority’knocking in searing heat. To them, | say, ‘Thank you, and the
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effort was certainly worth it.’ | give a special thank you to my to get on with the business of Government and serving our
family who tolerated and supported an active and tirecklectors as best we can and in a manner they deserve.
candidate for more than 12 months, often severely disrupting We all deplore the cynicism the public has about politi-
their own busy and active life styles. cians and the political process. However, it is understandable,

The exploits of SirJenkins Coles, after whom mygiven the performance of the previous Government. Our
electorate is named, makes great reading. He was born anthssive election victory has given the new Liberal Govern-
spent his early days in New South Wales and, after a sojourment the chance to repair this and regain the respect of the
in England, he arrived in South Australia in 1854, aged 21South Australian public. It is the responsibility of all of us
years. He worked in the Mid North as a stock and statiorwho are part of this Government to ensure that our adminis-
agent, married Ellen Henrietta Briggs, who had 11 childrentration is of the highest standard and that we understand the
and won a seat in this House in 1875. His policies wereontract we have now entered into with all South Australians.
described as sober, sane and safe. Quite obviously, he was notMany campaign promises outlined in the Governor's
cut from the same cloth as the previous Labor Governmenspeech have already been translated into positive action, and
Later, as a Minister, he supervised his lands and immigratiohcongratulate the Ministers on those initiatives. This new
portfolio. Mr Speaker, you will no doubt be interested todirection, confidence and enthusiasm is the way back to
know that in 1889 Sir Jenkins Coles was elected unanimouskyconomic health for South Australia. Our State has been
to the position you now occupy after electorate turmoil anddeeply wounded. My electorate of Coles has not been spared
the restructuring of a Cabinet. ‘The best prize fighter makethe distress. Coles is a people electorate where people live
the best referee’, the papers said at the time, and so it turneshd enjoy their local community and sporting services, and
out to be. Coles, as one account had it, was alert, suave anthny head off elsewhere to go to work; in fact, more than
a wise arbiter. 10 000 of them travel by car.

Mr Speaker, | am sure that your service will be accorded Coles is well-served by three areas of local government:
the same glowing reviews. | congratulate you upon youthe Corporations of Campbelltown, Burnside and East
election as our Presiding Officer. It is a culmination of andTorrens. People come from a diverse range of backgrounds
a fitting reward for your long and extremely active service toand countries. For example, the Italian language is spoken by
your electorate and the Parliament. | can assure you that | deearly 20 per cent of the people in Coles; Greek and German
not plan to cause you difficulty in maintaining order— by about 3% per cent; and Chinese by nearly 3 per cent.
deliberately, at any rate—on this crossbench. | am delighte@verwhelmingly, the major issues confronting the people of
to be part of this new reforming Liberal Government, and IColes are jobs, employment opportunities and the need for
look forward to working within this parliamentary system to economic growth and development. | was not surprised by the
rebuild the living standards of South Australians. result of an electorate survey | conducted in mid-1993. As

Along with other new members, | have listened with greatwell as those issues, the poll also uncovered additional
interest to the Address in Reply debate. There can be fematters of major concern to my constituents, namely, the lack
occasions in our State’s history when so many first-timeof security and public safety at the Paradise interchange and
members have entered Parliament together, and | have spehé need for feeder bus services to encourage greater use of
a good deal of time reflecting on what it means to be gublic transport, in particular the O-Bahn, and the other
representative in the South Australian Parliament and, indeethatter of the potential fire danger through lack of manage-
a South Australian. What is it that best symbolises this Statment in the Black Hill Conservation Park. Over the coming
of ours? Is it the coat of arms that adorns official documentsyweeks, | intend to pursue these issues. Given the time of the
or the various designs of the piping shrike representing thgear, the fire hazard in the Black Hill Conservation Park is
toil and the optimism of our pioneers? Is it the history in ourof particular concern.
parliamentary growth from a British colony to a self- |have already made representations to the Minister, who
governing State within the Commonwealth of Australia? Isis anxious to redress the lack of resource and management
it our trail-blazing reforms of voting rights for women 100 plans of the previous Government. | look forward to estab-
years ago and legislation for women to stand for Parliameritshing a partnership with my electors to serve their local
before the rest of the world? Is it our rugged geography, ouneeds and their wider interests across the State. Unfortunate-
cities and towns, rivers and coast lines that make our Statg, the relationship of the previous Government with the
unique? Is it our economic growth that gives us ourpeople of South Australia was anything but a partnership.
agricultural, mineral and industrial muscle to sustain ourThere is little need for me to detail here the failures of the
population, or is it the growth of that population itself? | Bannon and Arnold Governments. The voters’ sweeping
reflect, somewhat to my amazement that, since | arrived inondemnation of the Labor Government at the last election
the world in 1946, South Australians have grown in numbemas a demand for higher standards in administration and a far
from 640 000 to 1.46 million in 1993, an increase of aboutmore open Government.

125 per cent. In truth it is all of these, but most obviously  But allow me to cite just one particular instance of Labor’s
South Australia is best portrayed by its community, and wearrogance and inaction in office, and the cold neglect of its
are a community and a State because we are a people. humanitarian responsibilities. This saga should be of concern

This Parliament is the link and representational forceo all members of this House. On 25 November 1992 around
between the community and the ordered and civilised societyidday, nearly 16 months ago, the De Corso family, residents
that people need. It is their public opinion expressed in thef Gorge Road, Paradise, and constituents of Coles, experi-
many ways our democratic society provides that makesnced the horror of losing their home of nearly 30 years.
society work. | offer my congratulations to all office bearersThey did not lose their home to a bank or finance company
in the House and to those who serve on the various parliaepossession, nor indeed was their loss due to any neglect of
mentary committees. In particular, | congratulate the Premietheir own.
for his leadership and for the stunning success on The drama began when an E&WS Department pipe
11 December last. But the election is over, and now it is timexploded violently, flooding their house, ruining their
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possessions and setting off a chain of events that shattered ttieough this ordeal with members of the De Corso family. |
lives of five people. That day their troubles only began; sadlyam committed to having this dreadful situation resolved as
they are not yet over. In the days following, the E&WS soon as possible, and | seek support from the new Minister
Department acknowledged the fact that the pipe had bursfipr Infrastructure to take action as a matter of urgency. |
admitted that it had been repaired several times in theannot comprehend the attitude of a Minister or of a
previous decade, assisted in the clean up of the De Corgdovernment that would fail to admit responsibility for
home and pledged its ongoing cooperation. The insurer, FAHamage so obviously caused by its own installation.
stated that it would honour the house insurance cover, and it Sadly, this indifference and buck passing was all too
should be commended for its cooperative approach to thigrevalent during the tenure of the now defeated and disgraced
incident. former Labor Government. | hope the remnants have learned
But after six weeks and little further contact with the De g |esson. Just ask the lonely ones who sit over here—the 10
Corsos, the then Minister of Public Infrastructure, who alsqyreen bottles hanging on the wall. But | am sorry, Mr Acting
happened to be the local member supposedly representing tB@eaker, it is now down to 9, because one just fell off into
De Corso family, reportedly said through a spokeswoman thaonython.
the E&WS Department would not admit liability and urged  one person who never forgot the duty to her electors was
the family to seek compensation through their insuranc§ennifer Cashmore. Along with many other Liberals, | shared
company. Dismissively, the Minister added that there was NGhe joy and excitement of her election in 1977. In that year
much he could do, and he washed his hands of the matterghe \on the seat of Coles and commenced a successful
ask you, Mr Acting Speaker, where was the accountabilityyitical career that lasted until her retirement last year.
where was the compassion and where was the good Ol§gnpifer was an effective and reforming Minister of Health
fashioned local representation from the previous member an the Tonkin Government, and it is to our State’s detriment
Minister? _ that the majority of her service was spent on the Opposition
Over the next few months the De Corso family soughtyenches. Even so, Jennifer Cashmore’s contribution to the
legal assistance. The engineers got busy with technicyjitical process, to Parliament and to Government, was
reports and the E&WS Department explained that the pipgignificant. Her pursuit of policy initiatives in areas of the
had not been expected to corrode so quickly. That providegiarys of women, women’s health, the environment and
little consolation and certainly no resolution. Again, theorism and, of course, her determination over the State Bank
previous Government chimed in, not with any offer of ise will be remembered and applauded. | know that this
assistance but with a statement that the E&WS Departmely jiament and the people of Coles wish Jennifer a happy and
could not guarantee compensation until the De Corsogctive retirement from formal public life. As her personal and
reached agreement with FAl insurance. The family moveqyg|itical friend, | join with them in extending my thanks and
into a nearby unit that they owned and lodged claims fohegt ishes, as she embarks upon the next stage of her life,

personal items and household contents. Back came th@aring her time with her husband and friend Stewart
bureaucracy, armed with a plethora of reports dominated b qckpurn.

toing-and-froing over the technicalities of the incident. Again,
no action to assist and still no resolution.
Once more, the Government and the then Minister/loca

Jennifer’s retirement from this House came on the eve of
he centenary of women’s suffrage. This year in South
member prolonged the agony of this family with lame ustralia'we celebrate 100 years of voting rights for women.

. . ..~ As Jennifer’'s successor, | am proud to be the fourteenth
excuses. | am not a patient person when in the pursuit oman to speak in this Chamber. However, | am sure that
justice. Justice should be swift, and in this case it has bee embers on both sides of this House wiII’agree that the
gnything bUt.' This affair is.aclassic example of Gov.ernmenﬁumber of women here is still too small. This forty-eighth
mgﬁ'ggrsato;tsthzregghtélgrns% Vlll;r:i}y Stg\j/g’ r;[ggrfo'Slrerggi:/eParliament is an improvement on the last, at Iea_st, because

Shere are more women and certainly many more Liberals. But

coqnselling to enable.them to deal better W.ith thei_r traum here are still giant leaps to be made if the number of women
their §§1dly changed.cwcumstances and the[r ongoing pligh Parliament is to be in healthy proportion to the number of
A petition was organised and presented to this Parliament: tr‘ﬁomen in the community

E&WS Department criticised it. Still, the Government did not . . . .
| share the sentiments expressed in the many tributes given

act. Only the usual: nothing. Again, nothing at all. ' - -
In August last year the member for Heysen put a questioHu”ng this debate to the late Joyce Steele and Jessie Cooper.
However, | recommend some of the reading material

to the Minister and local member in this House. The respons . . 4 .
ontained in the women’s suffrage centenary kit. It is an

was predictable: a ringing endorsement of the manner if A . X -
P ging ; pdfpstructive and thought provoking set of material. In addition,

which he and his department had handled the situation— ¢ ) P
with sensitivity, you will be pleased to know. No action, no of course, it concentrates the mind on the further attitudinal
: ., 1echange that must take place. It is fascinating to reflect on the

intervention, no settlement, but sensitivity. Now, nearly 16~ f i~ the deb 's Suff h K
months on, | do not intend to sit here and listen to the excuse4€WS of many in the debate over women's suffrage that too
ace a century ago.

for a vanquished Minister or a deaf department. Is it any’ ) X o

wonder that cynicism abounds when ordinary people speak What evils and ills would befall our society if women

of politics, bureaucracy and the law? Is it any wonder tha¥vere accorded the right to vote? The ‘nay’ sayers of the day

people feel that they are being cheated by the very systenggid it best:

we have put in place to serve them? Women are smaller than men. Their brain is also smaller. Does
How do we convince the De Corsos that we are here td not follow that their intellect also cannot be so great? You may

help? How do we convince the voting public that we are orflow and again find some clever woman, with far more intellect than

I - - - -1the average man; but that does not put the sex as a whole upon an
their side when an issue such as this contrasts so vividly wit quality. They never can be on an equality, for nature has not made

for example, the separation pay-outs at the time of the Staiem equal. Therefore, to add largely to the weaker voters who are
Bank debacle. For several months | have been workingtill more weak would be an absurdity.
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That was 1894. But there is more: committees who have accepted their assignments in good
Itis a grave mistake and crime against the next generation fdf@ith. | would like to see the general question of those
women who hope some day to be mothers to spend in study or labopayments at some time seriously examined.

the physical and nervous vitality that should be stored up as akind Ag 5 pointer to the future, | suggest service without
of natural banking account to the credit of their children. Every dditi | salarv for th h ’ Id | |
woman who uses up her natural vitality in a profession or busines@dditional salary for those who would serve on an electora

orin study will bear feeble, rickety children, and is indeed spendingcommittee such as | have suggested and on any other
her infant’s inheritance on herself. committee that the House sees fit to establish in the future.

That again was 1894. But, of course, they were speaking ohh€ work of the parliamentary committees should be an
the question of women being allowed to vote: standing fofmportant instrument in the delivery of more efficient
Parliament was another thing altogether. | again quote:  Government services and greater accountability as we move
. . L towards the twenty-first century. We have been through
Notwithstanding their intelligence, | doubt whether they would | . . in South A l d her i -
ever be able to form a sound, substantial opinion on such questiof®/!Ng times in South Australia and many other issues merit
as public works, water conservation and the building of railways. mention; however, | can assure my colleagues that | will

A pretty enlightened bunch! Happily, though, their voicesdEtam them only a while Io.nger.
were heard, they were drowned out by those of reason. But All segments of our society are affected by what we do
a century later, of the 47 seats in this House, only five aréere. Itis often said that a community is judged by the way
named after women. In subsequent redistributions | wouldf treats its elderly citizens; others say we should be judged
like to see a lot more women’s names given to the Stat8Y the way we care for our children. As a long-time member
electorates. and supporter of UNICEF, the United Nations Children’s
As progressive as we in South Australia have been iffund, and currently a member of the South Australian
attempting to provide equality of opportunity for women, ourCommittee and a.dlrector of the natlonallboqrd, | draw your
State has also been in the forefront of electoral reform. wattention to three important UNICEF publications: ‘The State
were early pacesetters to establish a full democracy. Lat&f the World's Children 1994', “Child Neglect in Rich
that led into a lethargy that held back essential reforms untiNations” and ‘Progress of Nations'. I do this because of a
the 1960s and 1970s. number of the disturbing trends and findings contained in
In recent years a great deal of scrutiny has been given tt(pese reports. )
the mechanics of fixing electorate boundaries. Thisinaway AS & hation we cannot be cannot be proud to head the list
has been a surprise, given that the changes that took plagkindustrialised countries in suicides of young people. The
near|y a quarter of a century ago gave us a system that ngures graphlcally show that the number of suicides by those
expected to be fair because it was based on one vote ogged between 15 and 24 in this country has nearly doubled
value. However, problems arose from the geographiéom 8.6 per cent per 100 000 in 1970 to 16.4 per cent in
imbalance that existed in South Australia in the distribution1 990. In addition, another chart shows Australia third among
of Liberal and Labor votes. industrialised nations of children living in poverty. In a nation
Following the 1989 election, when a strong 52 per cenlike Australia, such figures are totally unacceptable. They
Liberal vote resulted in the return of a Labor Government, thélémand that we focus on policy goals and outcomes as they
Parliament legislated to require the Electoral Commissionerdf€Ct individuals, not ‘others’ or ‘them’, but people’s sons
to take note of political Parties’ voting strengths and draw?nd daughters, grandchildren, nieces and nephews.
boundaries aimed to produce the maximum number of The question of our declining child immunisation program
marginal seats. We in the Liberal Party surely cannots another defect in our society that is entirely preventable
complain about the results. Nevertheless, Parliament shoutith just a little effort. As a nation we are now listed twenty-
know the results of the Commissioners’ work in some detaibixth in the industrialised world with only 68 per cent of our
and their reasoning should be available to the voters so thghildren immunised against measles. We are well behind the
they can better understand the system by which they ele®torld average of 77 per cent, and shamefully behind a
their members. The Act requires another distribution and thisumber  of the developing nations, including a
action to be taken after each election. The expectation is th&&ommonwealth nation, Zimbabwe—83 per cent of whose
this work will be carried out with efficiency and without children under five years of age are vaccinated. Priorities of
partisan dispute. However, electoral distributions and th@ country or a State sometimes need to be refocused, and our
impact of the Constitution and the Electoral Act under whichmmunisation program is one we should seriously address.
they operate are always with us. | commend these three publications to my colleagues. They
| believe we should establish a joint parliamentaryare thought-provoking documents and a source of startling
standing committee on electoral matters. This would enabléomparisons and revelations.
constant monitoring of such work, review the conduct ofthe | hope members of this Parliament will favourably
1993 election campaign, review other matters referred to itonsider an invitation that is about to be extended to them to
by the Parliament, recommend appropriate reforms and frogoin a parliamentary ‘Friends of UNICEF’ committee with
time to time report publicly on their effect. In proposing a shared objectives, which would involve keeping a watching
new committee, | do not suggest the additional expense dirief on these and other matters, as well as buying attractive
more committee salaries. In fact, | believe that since Statgreeting cards and products to assist the world’s children. It
parliamentary salaries have been raised to the nationatay seem simplistic and self-evident, but the myriad things
standard committee members should not expect an additionak seek to do on behalf of the people of this State will be
salary. The chairman, yes, and any expenses incurred Ippssible only if we can generate sufficient economic viability
members in attending such meetings should certainly b® support them. South Australians are justly proud of their
reimbursed. However, in promoting the formation of a newgrowing export markets. The world car concept is the leading
joint parliamentary standing committee my intention is notedge for us on the industrial export front through the
to begin a controversy over payments to members of existingxpansion of Mitsubishi and General Motors-Holden's, and
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Asia beckons through its wide diversity as our major trading  Indeed, much of the debate associated with the Supply Bill
link. revolves around the fact that many things will be done very
However, a 20 million population figure is in sight for this differently in the future. What we find, for instance, is that
country. Our home market will be our biggest market formany of the assets owned by the Government on behalf of the
secondary industries for a long time into the future. Ourpeople of South Australia will be progressively privatised.
industries need more than the support of Government. Whewe have seen some estimates in dollar terms as to how much
any of us buys imports instead of Australian and Southhose privatisation programs will mean over the next 12
Australian products, we shift jobs out of our work force andmonths and, indeed, over the term of this Parliament.
send them overseas. More and more people understand thatSome figures have been bandied around. | heard one
we can make a difference if we buy Australian. More stillmentioned today, although | believe that there is some doubt
need to realise this simple truth. about that particular figure. It is said that an asset sale
| trust that the Government will be vigilant, too, in program can obtain about $800 million by the end of this
supervising its purchasing authorities to buy Australian jobsear. As | understand it, the figure being touted around the
wherever possible. We need to capitalise on the earlglace is in the order of $1 billion over the first parliamentary
successes of our Government. We will attract investmerterm. That is in addition to many of the other programs
funds into South Australian enterprise only if we are seen tinitiated by the last Government. These asset sales are meant
be promoting sound business practice. We are due for some be over and above those foreshadowed in the last Supply
share of good fortune after the debilitating problems of recenill and in the 1993 budget.
years. It may arrive in the form of the recently revealed Letus look at some of the assets that may be going to the
mineral potential in the north of the State; it may be succesauction block. | use the word ‘may’ because, as | understand
in the continuing and tantalising search for petroleum. it, in a number of instances the actual value of these assets is
Dr Hewson's recent support of the Federal car plansomewhat dubious and the figures are somewhat question-
removes the shadow of uncertainty from our local camble. First, a public float of SGIC has been suggested. |
industry—a welcome change of direction from policies thatunderstand that that seems to be the preferred option of the
could well have meant the end of local manufacture and theew Government. There was some suggestion by the NRMA
loss of thousands of jobs. Now we can look forward tothat it would be interested in a trade sale of SGIC, or at least
increased investment and still more jobs for Souththe larger part of it, because | believe the Government has
Australians. We must continue to represent our case with thgecided that it will retain SGIC’s compulsory third party
other States and on the Federal scene. Above all, we musperation. | am actually pleased to hear that, because | think
maintain Australia-wide Government support for the financiabne of the great success stories with compulsory third party
equalisation scheme between the States. As one of the smallgtd SGIC has been the holding down of premiums.
economic units, South Australia is dependent on the assess- Members will recall that in the late 1970s SGIC picked up
ment of the Grants Commission and the determination of theompulsory third party insurance when none of the other
Federal Government to compensate disadvantaged Statesnsurance companies would have anything to do with it. Itis
In this wider context, | am sure that these issues are ifery interesting to see that registration statistics now show
good hands that will negotiate wisely on behalf of Souththat in South Australia compulsory third party insurance is
Australians. | look forward to the working year of this about 65 per cent of the cost of a similar level of insurance
Parliament. | have great pleasure in supporting the Addresa New South Wales.

in Reply. _ If we look at SGIC as a body and we remove the compul-
Motion carried. sory third party insurance operation from the whole equation,
what is SGIC worth? One of the things that needs to be said
SUPPLY BILL immediately is that SGIC has already had a great deal of

provisioning by the previous Government, much of that

Adjourned debate on second reading. involving 333 Collins Street. According to the figures
(Continued from 22 February. Page 162.) supplied to this House last week, SGIC returned to profita-

bility in the latter half of last year. However, on our esti-

Mr QUIRKE (Playford): This Bill, as indicated by the mates, a public float of SGIC would not be possible without
Treasurer's explanation, contains an appropriation of the very substantial capital injection by the Government. A
order of $1 800 million to enable the Government to continugpublic prospectus could not be issued without an injection of
to provide public services for the early part of 1994-95. It ispossibly as much as $200 to $300 million. The net return
rather interesting that twice during the parliamentary year wéom privatising SGIC would then be measured in tens and
go through the exercise of considering a Supply Bill provid-not hundreds of millions of dollars.
ing for the appropriation of such funds. This Bill provides for ~ Put plainly, SGIC’s worth—which was the subject of
Supply for some considerable time into the future. Then, latesome parliamentary questioning in this place last week—is
in the budget session of Parliament, we go through the wholeuch less than any reasonable assessment in terms of a
exercise all over again. public float would indicate. We therefore find that SGIC is

It is interesting to see from the Treasurer's speech the wagot likely to make any great contribution to the $1 billion that
in which the new Government is approaching the economis supposed to come off the State debt. Indeed, it may well
and tackling some of the issues that face it in terms of whereost more to sell SGIC by way of a public float than a public
the money is coming from and how it is being spent. Wefloat itself may obtain.
note, for instance, references to the transfer of many of the The Pipelines Authority of South Australia is another issue
traditional services that have been undertaken by—andyhich has been debated in this House over the past few days.
indeed, have been the province of—Government agencie¥here is some confusion between the Premier and the
The argument now is that they will be contracted out, and Treasurer as to whether or not the provision of compensation
will come back to that in a moment. from the Commonwealth Government is essential to make
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that a viable exercise. Indeed, what we are finding with thés going to keep a large and controlling shareholding in the
Pipelines Authority of South Australia is that there seems t&tate Bank of South Australia. If that is the case, the sorts of
be some doubt as to the overall value of selling that enterfigures that could be realised from the sale of the State Bank,
prise, particularly given that the Commonwealth Governmentwhich were factored into the Labor Party’s debt reduction
since its agreement in respect of the State Bank of Soutstrategy last year—and as | understand it there is no pass to
Australia and the sale of the State Bank of South Australiathis extra $1 billion that will be achieved in the piggy bank—
has now walked away from paying any further tax compensaare unlikely to be realised. If the Government sells off the
tion to the States. whole of the State Bank of South Australia in a float, our

Before the election the Opposition said that tax compensastimate is that about 65 per cent of what the bank would be
tion really did not matter. It now says that it is an issue, thaworth as a trade sale will be the figure achieved.
it will raise it, and it will discuss it at COAG. The Govern- If the Government is intent on keeping a large share-
ment says that it will discuss it wherever it can, and it will holding in the bank, or if itis going down the road of keeping
discuss it at the Premiers Conference. At the end of the dag, golden share in the bank, the value of that float will be
itis now vital to the equation. Itis the Labor Party’s view that much less. So far, looking at SGIC, the Pipelines Authority,
the Pipelines Authority of South Australia will not contribute the bad bank and the good bank, we have not found the sort
very much to the piggy bank that the Government seems tof money that was being talked about before the election and
talk about. is still being talked about by the Liberal Party.

The State Bank of South Australia is a very interesting | now turn to the Adelaide Entertainment Centre. Basi-
exercise. Provisioning to the tune of $3.15 billion is ancally, commercial assets sell on the basis of profitability. You
enormous amount of money. Indeed, the amount of interesiannot have it both ways. Something cannot be hopelessly
that is necessary to prop up that provisioning is about $176nprofitable and at the same time worthy of a sale that will
million per annum. The figure varies depending on the levesignificantly add to the coffers of this State.
of interest rates. It may well be the case that, in a few years, Another item that is going to the auction block is Enter-
interest rates, and the amount of money that has to be founaise Investments. The Economic and Finance Committee
out of the budget to pay those interests rates, will be muclooked at this organisation last year. Indeed, it is a reasonably
higher than what they are today. Interest rates, in a nominavell cashed up entity, and | would be quick to concede that
sense, are at their lowest level for many years. A number dEnterprise Investments has gone out there and invested
people have taken advantage of that in our broadetelatively wisely. That surprised some of us who looked at it
community. | do not know how much of that has flowed because it was supposed to have been a source of risk capital
through into the rural community. | understand that some ofor enterprises in South Australia that could not get capital
the benefits of those lower interest rates have flowed ouftom any other source. We found that it put some 60 per cent
there, but not as many as in other areas of endeavowf its money into guilt-edged stocks and, at the point that we
Certainly, where the Government is concerned, the interesiad looked into it, it was an extremely affluent organisation.
bill for that provisioning for the State Bank is much lower If Enterprise Investments is liquidated, the money that that
than would have been the case some three years ago at theuld realise might just about balance the books with respect
interest rates that prevailed then. to the Entertainment Centre. However, we still have SGIC,

Current interest rates may be with us for only some yearghe bad bank and the Pipelines Authority of South Australia.

I hope | am wrong where that is concerned, but interest rates As | understand it, the new Government is looking for a
have fluctuated greatly in the past 20 years, particularly sincguarter of a million dollars of land sales. That is an enormous
1984 with the deregulation of the banking sector. It is myamount of land. The figure with respect to the sale of land out
view that we cannot base all our future figures on the presettihere for retail or commercial development is about $4 per
cheap rate of money. | believe that last year the good part agfquare metre. If | multiply that out, it works out to millions
the State Bank of South Australia registered a profit of aboudf square metres. With a commitment already in the Golden
$110 million. However, that pays for the losses of only someGrove area and in the Regency Gardens area adjacent to my
65 per cent of the provisioning of the bad bank. own electorate, which involves some 7800 home sites, and

The previous Government decided to sell the State Banwith a number of other smaller projects around the place from
as a whole entity, and the reasoning behind that was two-foldhe Urban Lands Trust, there is little likelihood of being able
The first reason was that the good bank’s network in Soutto sell a further $260 million worth of land over the next three
Australia was its greatest selling point. The network whichyears.
is out there, and | refer to the 177 branches or shopfronts, is | refer now to increased economic growth. | think there are
the main reason that somebody would want to buy the banlksome signs that we are seeing an increase in economic
As a consequence of that, the idea of selling it to one of thactivity. There is no doubt that that will have a number of
existing banks that already had a network was not seriouslgffects that will be of positive benefit to the South Australian
entertained, nor, as | understand it, was it a very populacoffers.
option for any potential purchaser. There were others who If the value of real estate continues to rise as it has for the
could buy the network as a whole, use it as a whole, ang@ast six months and if the number of sales continue at the
guarantee the maximum level of employment in that area. sorts of levels on which we have received information over

It appears that the new Government is not going down thahe past few weeks—and | believe the Treasurer made a
road. The new Government is going down the road of a floastatement to this effect last week—we will see a modest
or a share sale of the State Bank of South Australia. Indeedhcrease in the amount of return from, in particular, stamp
from statements that were made yesterday, both in this Houskuty in South Australia. In addition, however, the Liberal
and outside, we find that apart from the share float and thBarty’s election promises have, as | understand it, been given
Bills soon to come in here to corporatise the State Bank oé fairly good costing by the Treasurer. In a statement that he
South Australia—and all the attendant parts to that—a floatade in theAustralian last Friday week, the Treasurer
of the bank is preferred over a trade sale, and the Governmeimdicated that about $178 million would be needed to fund all
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the Liberal Party’s promises that were made in the periodurther, it will be paid for from loans, from increased taxation
leading up to the election on 11 December. If that is the cas®y by taking a knife to some of the key areas. In this State we
no doubt we will debate in this House not only Supply but acould effect a significant cut to a number of principal services
number of tax increases or a significant number of servicand still generate an amount of money that is quite trifling in
cuts. the whole budgetary exercise. For example, | understand that
The reality of the past few years is that we have beemve spent about $420 million on the various provisions for law
living in South Australia on not only what we have receivedand order in South Australia, including the police, the courts
from Canberra and what we have been able to generate land a range of associated services. It is not the intention of
way of taxation but also on credit cards. There has been aither side of this House to see any of those areas cut, but
significant increase in the level of State debt in Southeven if a significant cut of 10 per cent was made in one of
Australia which is not attributable to the State Bank or SGICthose areas the generated savings would be very little indeed.
What has happened is that, in respect of our recurrerhe really big ticket items in the budget are the interest on the
expenditure, despite the fact that interest rates in man$tate debt, education and health, in descending order. |
respects have plummeted, as has the cost of borrowed moneyderstand that more than about 70¢ in every dollar is
we have balanced the books by borrowing ever largeconsumed by those three items.
amounts of money to fund the budget. Recognition of thisin  One can only hope that an interest rate increase will not
1992 led to a series of packages being offered to Statsignificantly escalate the amount of resources that this State
Government employees. The number that has accepted thaseist find to pay off the debt. One would also hope that the
packages | do not have with me now, but | understand that thieiberal Government realises the fiscal position, and that this
original program put forward by the Arnold Labor $178 million worth of election promises, which were largely
Government is pretty well on target. generated, in my view, irresponsibly before the election, will
The Premier indicated yesterday that about 1 100 of thate reviewed. It seemed quite clear to me at the end of last
target, which is to be realised by the end of this financialear that the Liberal Party did not have to promise anything
year, has yet to be achieved. According to our estimates, thehere the election was concerned. In my view—and | made
amount of money from all the targeted job separatiorit public at the time of the election and afterwards—the
packages that were announced in 1992 and 1993, the fuBovernment had run its course and would not be re-elected.
benefit of the GARG exercise and the further cuts on top o he Liberal Party has made a number of promises, many of
that, was about $100 million. If that is the case, in order towhich, in my view, are irresponsible and will be achieved
fund the election promises (about a further $178 million), wesither by terrific increases in taxation or through a reduction
will have to have either a significant increase in State taxatiom services. If my analysis of asset sales is wrong and even
or a cut in services in most of the key areas. if the Liberal Party’s figures are correct and if $1 billion can
If we look at the amount of money contained in the be generated by the sale of those and other smaller assets, the
budget, particularly those funds which go towards keyproblem is this: a further $178 million will still need to be
services, we find that, of a budget expenditure of about $4.®und to fund the promises made at the end of last year.
billion in South Australia, the lion’s share, about The Opposition would like to see a much cooler analysis
$2 950 million or 61 per cent of the overall outlay in South of where the State is going and whether or not we can afford
Australia (61¢ in every dollar), goes towards education anthose sorts of promises. Certainly, it is our view that those
health. With respect to health, the Government says that, @gromises cannot be carried out without drastic cuts to services
this stage, it will be able to maintain the same level of servicer without hiking up taxation, or both.
and even find extra funds to increase that level of service over We have heard much about the contracting out of services
the next 12 months. We have yet to see that happen, butiifi the Government sector. We have an open mind on some
that is the case it seems to me that there must be resultant cofdhese exercises, and we believe that, if it can be proved that
elsewhere. some savings can be generated by contracting services out,
We find a degree of silence on education, but it is a larg¢hat is fine. But experiences overseas, interstate and even here
budgetary ticket item. Last year, the State Government afh South Australia indicate that, in some instances, the work
South Australia spent $1 442 million on education in Southis not carried out to the appropriate level of satisfaction.
Australia—the second biggest budgetary allocation. If we adthdeed, the level of service that is expected by the community
to that the amount of money that we put into tertiary studiess not in evidence, and there are a number of examples of this.
in one form or another and preschool programs, the figure is As | understand it, one of the first things that happened in
even greater than the health budget. What it all comes dowNew South Wales after the election of the Greiner Govern-
to is this: at the end of the day the South Australian budgetnent was the complete contracting out of all the services
must be modest and responsible, it must have an effectivassociated with the laying of water pipes. If a water main
debt reduction program, and it also must provide serviceburst, the relevant Government authority would turn off the
which all our constituents are used to. From the informatiorwater, but the whole job then had to be contracted out over
that we have received so far—and | am talking about thé¢he next so many days in order for a contractor to come in,
material available up to the 11 December election last year-give some sort of a quote, re-lay the line and then turn the
and from statements that have been made in this Houseater on. That is the sort of thing that the community of
subsequently and answers to questions in the House, it is o8pouth Australia has never had to live with under Govern-
view that the promised extra $1 billion that is to be foundments of either persuasion and, in my view, it will not take
through asset sales will not be realised. It is also our view thabo kindly to that sort of service in order to save, at best, a
the sorts of asset sales that have been countenanced by faw dollars.
new Government may, in some instances, cost more money | can cite a number of examples. In most of our schools,
than they will generate. particularly in the schools in my electorate, SACON has done
That brings us down to the basic equation, which hasnuch of the refurbishing work. Some problems have occurred
bedevilled all Governments. If the budget is to blow outin a couple of areas which cannot be attributed to SACON but
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which involve its lack of management. Problems were causesector and some industrial sectors. The Savings Bank of
by private contractors who came in with the idea of makingSouth Australia was really a glorified cooperative building
a fast buck and providing what really was not required by thesociety: it was a penny bank. Every child in South Australia
client. In fact, in many instances the SACON workers whohad a savings account—
came in, particularly those who went into extensive painting An honourable member interjecting:
programs, did an extremely good job. | was surprised to see Mr BECKER: As the Minister at the bench says, it was
how far those Government workers in SACON went on manypart of the school tradition. It encouraged the children and the
of those projects. The ideological stance which says that weeople of South Australia to save money not only for their
must contract out irrespective of whether that is in the bedfuture but for the sole purpose that we developed through our
interests of the community or whether it provides the level oeducation system and through the family way of life in South
service that is necessary in order to save a few dollars is Australia—that you saved for your home. South Australia had
very short-sighted policy and, in my view, will not lead to the one of the highest levels of home ownership in Australia and
sorts of savings that the new Liberal Government seems tibwas a very proud tradition. The money that was provided
think it will achieve. by those small deposits of school children was a valuable
The Opposition will debate a number of different issuesnjection of funds into that bank. Not only did the children
in respect of the Supply Bill. Many of us will be taking the bank with the Savings Bank but they maintained their
opportunity to speak in the 10 minute grievance, which haganking habits when they were employed and, going back to
traditionally been a part of any Supply debate since the timéhe 1940s, the 1950s and the 1960s, there were plenty of
of King Charles |. However, at the end of the day the keyopportunities for employment. However, with a change to the
issue for us is that we do not want to see, first, taxatiorsocialist way of life and the socialist philosophy, those
increase as a result of irresponsible policies or, secondlgmployment opportunities gradually disappeared, until we
drastic cuts in basic services which our constituents need arhd the ridiculous situation where a socialist Federal Govern-
which, in many instances, they depend upon. ment deregulated the banks in Australia and created one of
the most horrendous, idiotic systems that ever befell the
Mr BECKER (Peake): After 11 years of socialist Australian financial institutions and the economy.
Governments in this State, the new Treasurer has to set forth So irresponsible was the move, so irresponsible were the
with his first Supply Bill and, in preparation for the State banks and so irresponsible were the State Governments that
budget, rebuild the economy of South Australia. He has tenoney was lent willy-nilly on any kind of asset, many of
rebuild the confidence of the people of South Australia; hehem not good, stable assets. They lent money to the full
has to rebuild South Australia in a way that will attractvalue of those assets, and nobody could say exactly what was
investment and encourage manufacturing, commerce antleir full value. They even capitalised the interest, which
industry to gear up again, hopefully creating valuablemeant that the loans very quickly exceeded any reasonable
employment opportunities and thus enabling the people testimate of those assets.
share in the opportunity of the rebuilding program in South  That is what really caused one of the worst commercial
Australia. banking crashes in the Australian and possibly in the world
In any economy, particularly in one as fickle as Southbanking system. It was all guaranteed by a State Government.
Australia’s, it is important that we tackle the unemploymentl can understand the attitude of the Federal Treasurer when
situation, that we continue to provide affordable housing antdie said some years ago that the State banks should go. He
that, at the same time, we compete and attract markets thsdid that he did not like the State banking systems and he
will provide the necessary employment. It is a very difficult wanted to get rid of them, because they were an embarrass-
job, after a few weeks in government, to take up the challengment to the country’s fiscal policies; there was just no limit
to rebuild the State, when the State’s economy was sto what any rogue Government could do with its own bank
severely mauled by the philosophy of the previous Governin relation to doling out a guarantee.
ment, which really did nothing but use money to try to If we accept what the Auditor-General has to say, the
preserve its political survival. contingent liabilities of this State total about $46 000 million
| find it incredible that there are nine members of theand assets total about $38 000 million; we are $8 000 million
Opposition and not one of them is present in the Chambeshort. If ever those guarantees are called up, this State will be
tonight. That is the attention they give to the Supply Bill; thatbankrupt—well and truly bankrupt. Itis a ludicrous situation
is the attention they give to the resolution of the financialto put the State in. | just simply cannot accept—and the
problems that they helped to create in this State. When thaxpayers of South Australia do not accept—that anybody
Treasurer introduced the Supply Bill, he said that the firsshould escape freely by saying, ‘Well, it was one of those
thing we must do is to establish a special task force to advisgrrible errors that was made. Let's forget the whole deal;
the Treasurer on the assets: to identify the surplus assets aletls got on with it.” Sure, let us get on with it, but it must
the problems associated with the current assets and theiever happen again in the history of this country. Of course,
maintenance. A strategy is to be adopted for the disposal ¢he damage that has been caused is something that we will
the surplus assets so that we can obtain maximum return fpay for for many generations to come.
the State coffers. The fact that we have to sell off assets to | well remember that in 1980-81 | stood in exactly the
pay for the folly of the management of what was known asame position as | am in tonight, after the Government of the
the people’s bank is, in itself, a tragedy. day had borrowed money from a loan account to prop up the
The Savings Bank of South Australia was the people'general revenue account, and | said how dangerous and
bank; it truly never belonged to a Government to manipulatefoolish that was, because the children who were not yet born
but that happened. It was merged with the Government's owwould have to bear the repayments of that folly. The
operation of the State Bank, which was a very small banfew million dollars that was borrowed in those days is
which was there for the convenience of the Government o€hicken feed to what has happened in the past few years. Now
the day and which had long-term lending policies for the ruraive have to dispose of the bank.
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I do not agree with the Opposition’s attitude that the bankment estimates and developing funding and service delivery
should not be floated by shareholders. It is strange that warategies. ) _
had a State Government which supervised the worst misma -Or/;rsnirg\e/ga'%%ebgc}gg 1{3%2 tfﬁgo%ror;é?e C;Eg\?;r?nﬁlgn?nﬂawagg%
ag‘?me”t qf a bgnk and Wh'ch Sa'.d‘ Sellitas a COMMErCighg ficient heed to the earlier PAC report and there are no refined
entity; sell it straight out. Get rid of it.” If I had a housing loan estimates or strategies in place on this vital matter.
with the State Bank, | would not like some foreign bank to . . .
own the mortgage over my house, because | could nc{f‘ 19.92,the. Economic and Finance Committee had to report
guarantee what it was likely to do with it. That is what O this Pa”'amef?t that the Previous Government.had not
worries the people of South Australia. Let us be dead hone :eeded the warning (.)f the Public Accounts Committee E_md
when there has been talk of certain overseas banks wanting done very little with regard to the replacement of ageing
to take control of the State Bank, the people have resiste sets, estimates for which run into hundreds and hundreds
very strongly. The best and only option is to give the peopld! Millions of dollars and which involve the replacement of
of the State the chance to own a share of what was once th&lf°PE"es and_ t_he repair of damaged pl_pellnes. And | believe
great pride—their bank—so that they can, at the appropriat out $250 million is now needed to bring our schools up to
time, still supervise the operations of that bank. We woul ate. . . ) .
not get a better performance from the board or management | @m horrified that in my new electorate there is a high
than if we had all the shareholders turning up at the Adelaid&choo! which is aimost 30 years old and which does not have
Town Hall demanding the answers, because the new boaff! @PPropriate gymnasium, an assembly hall or a multi-
would not escape public scrutiny if the people were thePUrPose hall. When the Underdale I—_Ilgh Schqol, WhICh.haS
shareholders. There you would have the opportunity, ngg00-0dd students, has a presentation day, it must hire a
through a few politicians questioning the management off@rquee or have the assembly on the oval. Itis unbelievable
Marcus Clark and a few others but through people from alfo think that there is a modern high school in the metropolitan

walks of life demanding to know what is happening to theirarea that lacks so many facilities. Onmy inspection of it last
bank. Monday, | saw two huge broken windows. The school had

| say, ‘More power to the people: more power to thebeen broken into over the weekend, and | am told that

Government in letting the people have shares in the bank“@ndalism of some sortis almost a weekly occurrence at that
They will get their valgue fofmopney. If the bank is worth so school. During the Christmas SChOQI. holidays the_school had
much, that value will be set on the shares. It is folly for thel® SPeNd $4 000 to clean the graffiti off the buildings. This

s : hool has just been allowed to run down. It is typical of

Opposition to say that the bank should be sold straight out®
because what did its own Party do with the Commonwealtﬁhany others tha_t have been neg_lected and forgotter_1._As !
Bank of Australia? Never did | think that the Labor Party said, we are talking about asum In excess of $250 million.
would partially privatise, let alone think of selling, any part | want that school refurbished. It is not an unreasonable
of the Commonwealth Bank of Australia. The Common-eguest: it Is a commonsense request. For 29 years the interior
wealth Bank was the true monument of the philosophy of th@f the Underdale High School, as far as | can find, has never
Australian Labor Party. Again, it was the people’s bank, for2€en repainted. How many people will live in a house where
the people, owned by the Government so that the profitg‘e interior has never been .repalnted or has not beer) repainted
could be given back to the people. What has happened? We 29 years? Our education staff have to work in those
have seen two privatisation sell-offs of shares of thdacilities. | went into the stationery store, which is no bigger
Commonwealth Bank so far; the Commonwealth Governmerihan half the size of a normal bathroom. | do not believe the
still maintains control but is gradually feeding out shares tgVindow has ever been cleaned; it has 29 years of dirt on it.
the business community. | find it impossible to accept that a school could be left like

Of course, the only danger in share floats is the timing aanatd?F‘d’ "’.‘S ! tollddthe St?ﬁ’ l Wcr)]uld not work under these
the amount of new capital raised on the stock market in thesgPnditions; I would not tolerate them.
periods. However, that will be left to the Treasurer, inwhom We have inherited this problem and now we have to
I have total faith in adopting a responsible attitude to raise thétraighten it out. So, the task that faces the new Treasurer and
best possible amount for the bank. As | said, more power t§€ new Government is horrifying. We have to try to bring
the people in owning the shares in their bank. It is the lasBome sanity to the excesses of the previous Administration,
chance the people have of retaining at least something of thteé very poor management, and the lack of courage to say
organisation. ‘No’ occasionally to those who continuously put demands on

The Treasurer in the second reading explanation of thi€ Government. We now have to clean up this very sad

Supply Bill, in relation to the ideals of the Asset Management"€SS- It is just one of many examples. The Torrensville
Task Force, said: Primary School was promised hundreds of thousands of

The proposed structure for the corporatisation and sale 0gollars of refurbishment and benefits through the proceeds of

Government business enterprises will have the following features—a‘Ie of the Thebarton Primary .SChOOl' The Treasurer will
1. Subject to Cabinet direction, the Treasurer will take responsihiave a dreadful shock when he finds out the book value of the

bility for the corporatisation and sale. old Thebarton Primary School and what the school was sold

2. The Asset Management Task Force will advise the Treasuredpy.

at the strategic level in respect of each corporatisation and sale. . :
This structure should ensure that the corporatisation and sale | believe that the Asset Management Task Force will come

procedure is accountable, that it is reviewed and that it remains und&® With some horrifying figures to show what the previous
Government control. Government did in its dying days to try to buy votes and prop

He went to say about asset management: up its popularity—all at the future expense of the taxpayers
. . ) of South Australia. The Treasurer went on to say that part 2
In 1987 the Public Accounts Committee drew attention to

potential major funding problems for replacing the State’s ageinif his strateg_y would look very c_:Ioser at program perform_-
infrastructure and for delivery of associated services. The committedCe budgeting, another initiative brought in by the Public
highlighted the need for substantial effort in refining asset replaceAccounts Committee in the early 1980s, when | was Chair-
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man. We insisted that program performance budgeting bef ‘child abuse’ the word ‘significant’, so that baseless
introduced. allegations of child abuse would not clutter the community

As the Treasurer said, the objectives were gathering andelfare bureaucracy. We were also defeated on this amend-
analysing information to assist in policy formulation and ment by the Liberal Party and the Democrats, who combined
implementation, program design, planning and administrato ensure that the smacking of children by their parents would
tion, budgeting, accountability and the reallocation ofbe embraced by the definition of ‘child abuse’.
Government resources. So, that is the second challenge that Mr Brindal: Is there actually something wrong with that?
the poor Treasurer now has to accept in bringing some sanitythought that was called democracy.
to the State’s financial situation. The Appropriation Billis  Mr ATKINSON: |do not think that the listeners to Radio
worth about $1.8 billion and enables the Government t®AA would agree with the member for Unley that parents
continue with funding well into the next financial year. | have smacking their children—that is, reasonably chastising their
never been happy with the way the budgets are being broughhildren—is child abuse, but if that is the Liberal Party policy
down. | believe that we should be discussing the budget nothen | will take it from the member for Unley.
for the next financial year so that on 1 July everything isin  The third feature of the Child Protection Bill was the
place and we do not have this mad scramble of disbursing tHeauguration of family care meetings, and it is these about
budget around October or November. which this Bill is directly concerned. The family care

| believe that move is starting to occur in Canberra. At theneetings were proposed by the Labor Party in situations
same time we need to get into a much tighter financiawhere children were in dispute with their parents, where they
situation and better management. Already, with thewere possibly runaways, and the purpose of the family care
distribution of the Consolidated Account, the first lot of meetings was to try to reconcile the child with his or her
figures in over eight months, we have seen the financiglarent or guardian so that the matter did not need to go on to
situation of South Australia and how the State is faring. Withjudicial proceedings. The Liberal Party and the Democrats
a proposed $1.7 billion worth of taxation receipts, already weagreed with us on this, but they insisted that, in addition to
have received $873 000. And in the areas where there couttie child having an officer of the Department for Family and
be confidence generated by the new Government, we find the&ommunity Services as his or her advocate, the child should
stamp duties may exceed the budget, which is a healthy sighave a paid advocate attached to the court’s administration.

Unfortunately, business franchises and levies will helpto  In effect, the Liberal Party advocated QCs for runaway
swell the State coffers, but also the financial institutions dutghildren at the taxpayer's expense, and because we did not
and the debits tax, those two horrifying taxes brought in byrave the numbers in the Legislative Council at that time we
the previous Government, amounting to $121 million, lookwere forced to accede to that amendment. At the time, | can
like being exceeded. But that indicates that there is confiassure you, Mr Speaker, we said in the House and also in the
dence, there is movement, and that the State is starting g@®nference of managers that this was an unworkable provi-

benefit from the change of Government. sion, setting up a panel of paid advocates from the court's
Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw your attention to the state ofadministration for children who were alleged to be the subject

the House. of child abuse. We said that it was expensive, that it would
A quorum having been formed: cost hundreds of thousands of dollars and that the panel could

not be assembled in time for the projected proclamation date
Mr FOLEY secured the adjournment of the debate.  of the Bill.
Mr Brindal: Who said this? You?
ACTS INTERPRETATION (COMMENCEMENT Mr ATKINSON: The Labor Party said it; yes, as a matter
PROCLAMATIONS) AMENDMENT BILL of fact | said it.
Mr Brindal interjecting:
Adjourned debate on second reading (resumed on motion). Mr ATKINSON: Yes, the then Attorney-General and the
(Continued from page 208.) then Minister for Health said it. We all said it; the trinity said
it. We were pooh-poohed at the time by this coalition of left

Mr ATKINSON (Spence). During the term of the Liberals and Democrats, but we buried our pride and we
previous Labor Government the Labor Party resolved that iccepted the will of the permanent majority in the Legislative
would seek to change the juvenile justice system in theouncil. With our Assembly mandate, we gave way to the
direction of greater rigour. The Labor Party proposed theJpper House on all points. So, it is not a surprise to me that
amendments to the Children’s Protection Bill and, as I recallnow, in February 1994, already the new Government wants
those amendments had three main features designed to ingtiichange the legislation, for two reasons: first, it has found
greater discipline in our youth in so far as the law can do sogut that the panel of advocates will cost hundreds of thou-
The first was to give power to the police if police found sands of dollars, as we predicted; and, secondly, there is the
children at risk, as defined in the Act, in a public place totrouble of the court's administration assembling these
return those children to their parents; or, if it was duringadvocates.
school hours, to return those children to their school. So, the Attorney-General in another place wanted to

Alas, the Liberal Party and the Democrats combined t@mend the Act to bring in a later proclamation date. Now, |
restrict that provision to police officers of commissionedfor one have always had a great respect for the rule of law.
ranks, and those people in my electorate who have been théave always had a horror of retrospective legislation, and
victims of juvenile crime know precisely how many— in particular | have a horror of the Executive’s suspending the

Members interjecting: operation of laws passed by Parliament. That is something |

Mr ATKINSON: It has, actually. They know precisely share with those who were in the House of Commons and the
how many commissioned police officers are in patrol cardouse of Lords at the time the Bill of Rights was passed,
around the Spence electorate. So, that provision was neuterdégcause one of the chief features of the Bill of Rights is to try
Secondly, the Labor Party sought to include in the definitiorio stop the Executive’s suspending the operation of statutes.
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I am not sure whether the Attorney-General in anothemanaged to convince the Parliament of at the time. Therefore,
place shares that doctrine and heritage, but when he realisedommend the Bill to the House.
that he needed to extend the proclamation date of the Child Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining
Protection Act, instead of amending that Act he came intgtages.
Parliament with an amendment to the Acts Interpretation Act
which would allow him to suspend all such laws and extend SUPPLY BILL
their proclamation date—a kind of tyranny we have not seen
since the Stuart reign. Fortunately, on this occasion, the Adjourned debate on second reading (resumed on motion).
Democrats got together with the Labor Party to prevent the (Continued from page 243.)
tyrannical ambitions of the Attorney-General. The Democrats

and the Labor Party pointed out that the Attorney would be  Mr FOLEY (Hart): | would like to begin my contribu-
better served by merely amending the Act concerned angbn by talking about the element of the Treasurer’s statement
extending its proclamation date rather than introducing ghat concentrated on the State Government's debt reduction
general principle into the law of South Australia which would strategy. | have mentioned in this House previously the need
allow the Executive to postpone on the Executive’s initiativefor some decisive action in tackling the State’s debt. It is
the proclamation of Bills passed by Parliament. important that this Parliament scrutinises the Government to
However, the Attorney, not having a great respect for thensure that that happens.
rule of law or for the proper operation of Parliament, said that \yie have a Government that has said that it will not raise
Protection Act. Instead, we have this amendment to the Actgquctions in the Public Service; and it will achieve its debt
Act. In my view, that is a misuse of the Acts Interpretationyg pegin my contribution by looking closely at the sort of
Act. Itis alazy way of legislating and it is a bad principle that 3ssets that the Government has said it will sell to achieve its
the general law—in this case the Acts Interpretation Act—jept reduction strategy. The Brown Government has indicat-
should be amended in order to cover a single case, namelyy its intention to cut debt by a further $1 billion as against
Government’s majority and its mandate and, accordingly, Wg-hallenge statement. This will be achieved largely through
agree with this soiled legislation. a program of asset sales. One of the key elements of the
. Government’s asset sales list is the Pipelines Authority of
The_l_—ion. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Pfem'e.f)i I t_hanl_< the  gouth Australia. We already know that the Treasurer received
Opposition for allowing the passage of this legislation. Th

' . . &advice from Treasury before Christmas that this would not
member for Spence gave an interesting exposition on the,gyit in a net reduction in State debt: it would simply be
processing of the last Bill and indicated how changes camgg tral or close to it.

about which were not of his choosing. However, it is quite The Hon. S.J. Baker: That's not true. You didn’t even

clear that the Government intends to press ahead with tr]%ten {0 your own arguments

principles that were outlined in the Parliament when this ) . .
matter was previously debated. We believe that there has Mr FOUlEJ'h_ It 'ﬁ truhe. The Treasurer mer;;[lcine_d that
be this level of professionalism at the court level. There may '€asury told him that there was not an overwhelming case

have been a lack of liaison by the previous Attorney with th ((3) sellit—and tr;attls da fact. The Sttfate erernmer}:hlniléraln(.:;
court's administration, the Chief Justice particularly failing ~OMMISSION IS ISt€d as an assetior sa'é, as are the Adelalde

to understand the time frame under which the change Couﬁntertainm_ent Centre and the Ce’?t.fa' Linen Service. A figure
take place of $260 million is listed as ‘unspecified Government land and

As the honourable member so rightly pointed out, it is roperty’. In terms of enterprise investments, the list includes

matter of costin this instance. It is also a matter of being abl@100 Million in future timber contracts and certain amounts
to assemble the appropriate personnel to do justice to the negg Urban Lands Trust property. The total is somewhere
arrangement. | am sure that the honourable member appre etween $l.b|II|0|.1 and $1.25 p|II|on. | must say .that thg

ates the difficulty faced by young people and the need to ha tent to which this debt reduction strategy is achievable is

some advocacy at that level. He may say that the cost wil b%ghly guestionable. This view is shared by the ratings agency

too high. He may also believe that there are not sufficien tandard an_d I_:’oors, which states that the new Liberal
personnel. However, we must also realise that a transitio overnment s likely to net no more than an additional $500

process is necessary. The honourable member is quite rigmjIIion beyond 1994-95 out of its proposed $1.2 billion in

in referring to the Acts Interpretation Act: there have beerfSSet Sa_les' L

some changes to the way this Bill is being treated compared Mr Brindal interjecting:

to when it entered the Parliament. Mr FOLEY: 1 am just quoting Standard and Poor’s. |

The Government accepts the Changesl We are s|mp|y Varyir.vg)u'd not want to queStion Standard and Poor’s. | SUSpeCt it

the date of proclamation of a provision of the Children’sis a reasonably—

Protection Act 1993, and there is a further repeal provision Mr Brindal: |was led to believe they consulted you for

on 31 December 1994. It is not one of the smoothest operdvice.

ations transacted by the Parliament, but it is a necessary Mr FOLEY: | only wish. Given that the Government's

process. We must ensure that justice is done as well as beio@jective is to retain a AAA credit rating, obviously its debt

seen to be done, as they say in the classics. reduction strategy has to be met. | will now look more closely
Mr Atkinson: R.v. Sussex Justices atthese assets. | would like to have the State’s balance sheet,
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | see. In this case, we are as published in 1993-94 Financial Paper No. 1, recorded in

proceeding in the direction that we set prior to the lastHansard | will quote a few figures from that paper so that we

election. We are firmly committed to the process that wecan start to get a picture of the State’s balance sheet.
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We have assets less accumulated depreciation of $21.04 Mr FOLEY: The largest single item in the State’s land
billion, representing infrastructure, buildings and otherregister is Housing Trust land valued at $1.485 billion. This
improvements, plant and equipment. We have $261 millioraccounts for more than 40 per cent of the Government’s land-
in inventory; approximately $3.6 billion in land; $552 million holding. A further 30 per cent of this land is accounted for in
in forests; and $640 million in cultural collections. For fearland occupied by schools, hospitals, parks, reserves, high-
of being called a philistine, | sometimes wonder whether wavays and authorities such as ETSA, E&WS and the STA. So,
need to keep such a huge amount of money tied up in theome 70 per cent of the land that the Government would sell
State’s collection of artworks. However, | suspect that | willis held by the Housing Trust or is occupied by important
invite a large battle if | push that issue too far. We have listegublic utilities such as schools, hospitals and so on.
equity investments of $342 million. We are dwindling or reducing very quickly the available

Mr Brindal interjecting: pool of land, unless the Treasurer has a hidden agenda to sell

Mr FOLEY: No, just a few hundred million dollars of Housing Trust land. | know that some members opposite have
them stuck in attics and basements around Adelaide, butspoken about the need to look at some form of sell off of
suspect that | will not win that argument on either side of theHousing Trust assets. | am sure that the Treasurer would not
House. The State’s total assets are $27.38 billion, lessead down that road.
liabilities, giving us a figure of about $13.5 billion. Conse-  As | said, the former Government sold some surplus land.
quently, we have a very small number of State assets in valug fact, the former Government disposed of a total of $500
terms from which the Treasurer can sell approximately $illion of surplus land over the past three years, and one
billion. I note that in the Treasurer’s pre-election statemeninight suggest that there is probably no longer a lot of surplus
no valuations were placed on these assets: there was simpihd. When talking about land, you have to do more than
a figure of $1 billion to $1.2 billion along with the list. I simply state a figure. The Government simply said that $260
believe that the Government was doing the State a disserviggillion of unspecified Government land and property would
in that it was not prepared to try to itemise the assets and & sold. | think the Treasurer owes the public of South
least put some notional figure on them. Obviously, for anyaustralia some detail on that, and | hope that the Asset
public enterprise to be sold for anything less than its nepManagement Task Force gives us that detail. Clearly, there
present value for future cash flows is simply to give away theyre a lot of holes in the Government's debt reduction strategy,
future taxpayers’ money and represents, on any constructivgnd | hope that it moves quickly to rectify that.
view, extremely poor public administration. Looking further at the various assets, | make the point

Mr Brindal interjecting: ) again that, as one who supports asset sales, it can only ever

Mr FOLEY: |am quite happy to stand here tonight andpe one element of a debt reduction strategy. | quote the
say that | support asset sales. Given the State’s severe defgbasurer’s statement to the House yesterday, which in some
situation, asset sales are an appropriate tool with which thﬁays contradicts his earlier statements. He said:
Government can attack debt. | have no problem with an asset A . .

L sset sales are an important element of our debt reduction
sales program. However, | think it is important that we pUty,oqram and can provide the initial impetus which is vital but that
itinto perspective. We cannot say that we will simply sell $1impetus will be lost and eventually reversed unless annual deficits
billion worth of assets and off comes $1 billion from the are contained. The long-term debt reduction program must be one
State’s debt; it simply does not happen that way. in which operating agencies seek constantly to find better ways to

| briefly mentioned the land register in the State’s balancéjehver services and central agencies assist them in that process.
sheet. We have Government land worth $3.657 billion. Thid support that statement but, given that the Government has
is clearly the one area in which the Government is saying thagaid that it will not reduce outlays any further in terms of
it can achieve significant debt reduction. However, as w&xpenditure and that it will simply sell land, to me that is
know, the Government has given no details of the location opomewhat of a contradiction.
the land that it is targeting— I turn now to PASA. | think we need to look at some of

The Hon. S.J. Baker interjecting: the individual assets that the Government has put on the table

Mr FOLEY: No, we found some of it. And the and examine their worth. | will let all members, particularly
Government has not told us the portfolio areas under whicthose opposite, make up their own mind as to whether there
this land is held. is value of $1.2 billion. It is assumed that PASA's income

The Hon. S.J. Baker interjecting: stream before depreciation and tax will stabilise at about $25

Mr FOLEY: We have already sold it—that is part of my million per annum. This is based on public comments made
point. The previous Government sold some $600 million ofoy the former Government. This income stream should be

it over the previous three or four years. valued over 15 to 20 years, depending on the length of gas
Mr Brindal interjecting: contracts. Current gas contracts are for 15 years, but it is
Mr FOLEY: There is no argument. | am not going to try likely, given what has been said recently, that the

to defend the fact— Government will try to secure contracts for 20 years. The cost

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | remind the honour- of the Government’s foregoing PASAS income stream is the
able member that comments should be addressed through st of funds for borrowing the equivalent amount.
Chair. Interjections are out of order and therefore should not  If the sale of PASA is to be of net benefit to the State, the
be responded to. Government must obtain a price in excess of the net value of

Mr FOLEY: | will try to ignore him, Sir. As this is my the future income stream, that is, between $205 million and
first debate on a BIll, | apologise for transgressing, Mrpossibly as much as $250 million. To sell PASA for anything
Deputy Speaker. Perhaps those members who have been hieres would simply deprive the State of revenue. PASA is
for some time should not encourage new members into bagorth much less to a private sector purchaser than to the State
habits. Government. This is clearly because a private company

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | will not disagree with the would have to pay company tax on profits which State
honourable member. Governments are exempt from paying. Having said that, |
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think there are other reasons why the Government might waisubstantial capital injection into SGIC before it could be sold.
to sell PASA, but | do not think the Government should try Clearly, that defeats the purpose of selling it. | turn now to
to tell the public of South Australia that, by selling PASA for the State Bank as another of the assets listed by the Treasurer.
$150 million, automatically $150 million is taken off our 1 Brindal interjecting:
bottom line debt. Clearly it is not. i ]
The PASA sale is made even more difficult because ina MrFOLEY: |think members on my side have to face the
speech at the ANU last night the Prime Minister stated quitéact that we cannot run away from the State Bank. | have
clearly that tax compensation from the Federal Governmeripade the point to the House before that | do not approve of
is no longer on the agenda. | do wish the Premier and thwhat happened in the past, and the former Government has
Treasurer well in Hobart. | would like nothing more than for been held accountable for that. At least in the period when the
them to get the Prime Minister to change his position on thaformer Premier (Hon. Lyn Arnold) was in power, during
Clearly, he will not do that, and obviously that will affect the Which I had a role, we were prepared to tackle the issue of the
Treasurer's asset sales program. bank. | thlnk the former Premier and his Treasurer .(Hon.
The Government has also listed the Central Linen ServicErank Blevins) should be commended for at least having the
as an item for sale. Again, there may well be sound arguguts to take on alot of the issues with the bank when perhaps
ments as to why Governments need to be in this business. \f@rmer Treasurers of this State were not able to grasp the
cannot include the Central Linen Service as an asset that wiomplexities and difficulties of the State’s problems. The
reap the Government millions of dollars if it should sell it. Small role | played in that gives me some licence to speak
That is clearly not the case. The Central Linen Service hagbout it now.

returned to profitability in the past few years and has been The former Government announced in late 1993 that the
giving the Government revenue. | understand that the Staigre-sale corporatisation process was well advanced and
Government has received in excess of $10 million in profityroceeds from the sale of the bank were expected in 1994-95.
from the Central Linen service in recent years, but that iS\yhenever we look at the value of the State Bank we must
nowhere near the magnitude of the hundreds of millions ofealise that SAFA retains capital in it somewhere in the order
dollars that the Treasurer would want us to believe he willf $540 million. Therefore, if the bank is sold for about $1

achieve from his list of asset sales. billion, the net proceeds to the Government will be only $460
| turn now to the State Government Insurancemillion.

Commision ol SCic e eV 1 o it lfrs i

some asset worth $200 million or $300 million, as some>< Pillion |s|nott|¥vrltttehn tof_{_fr?rrlr'][he State’s dgtz:f: it |sb1;ar

experts would like us to believe—I think professor Cliff MOre compiex than that. To urthér compound the problem,

Walsh has said that SGIC could be worth a couple of hundre f course, the $1 billiqn that was talked about was on advice
million dollars—is clearly not true. SGIC, | suspect, would rom one of Austrahas leading merchant bankers. and
it haSorporate advisers, Baring Brothers Burrows, who simply

negative value as an asset for sale. SGIC's balance sheet3id: 'Yes, there is a fair chance you could achieve a figure
at 30 June 1993 shows that it had total assets of $1.5 about $1 billion through a trade sale.” Their advice to the

billion, offset by liabilities of $1.519 billion, resulting in a net '0'mer Government was, ‘Put as few encumbrances as
worth on paper of about $65 million. However, $41 million possible on who can buy the bank to allow market forces to

of this $65 million consists of future income tax benefits. If ©°Me Up with a buyer who would pay a premium.” They
this amount is excluded, SGIC would have a net worth 015trong|y counselled a_galnstaﬂoat because, whllste}flqat may
only $20 million. ' work in terms of having enough people taking script in the

Under new accounting standards, SGIC must revalue itgank.’ yourun the risk of having a sale value many hundreds
share portfolio and other assets at market value at the end 8f Millions of dollars less than you would get from a trade
each financial year. The value of its assets and net Wort'ﬁale'
position is therefore quite susceptible to movements in the Given that we have had to take a decision to sell the
share price. Clearly, at present we have somewhat of a boobank—and to many people that was a difficult decision, but
in the share market and SGIC, on paper, is looking far moré think most would realise, in the end, it was a somewhat
healthier than it was 12 or 18 months ago when theénevitable decision—Ilet us at least sell it for as much money
sharemarket was in somewhat of a trough. We have to bas we can so that we can offset as much of the debt that has
careful about the way we value SGIC, bearing that in mindbeen incurred by the bank as we can. Whilst some people will

We also have to acknowledge that SGIC received $35@et a nice, warm inner glow from floating the State Bank and
million in financial assistance from the previous Governmentnaintaining it as some sort of regional entity in South
to assist it with its capital inadequacies: $36 million in Australia, | argue that we need to look a bit broader afield
relation to capital payment to the compulsory third party fundthan that. My view is—and the member for Hanson does not
was provided by the former Government, and $314 millionshare this view—that it would be good for this State if we
was forgiven—and | am not sure how we could ever forgivewere able to attract an international buyer for the State Bank
it for what it did—in relation to debt incurred on the 333 which was prepared to centre its banking operations in
Collins Street property in Melbourne. Despite this assistancéustralia out of South Australia. | do not think that is an
SGIC would still require a substantial injection of capital of unrealistic expectation. | urge the Treasurer and members
around $200 million for it to conform to guidelines applied opposite not to be too hasty with the float. In the pre-election
to private insurance companies. Clearly, the guarantee whigberiod, the idea of a float was tempting—I understand the
the Government provides to SGIC reduces the need for SGl@olitics of that—but with the huge mandate that the
to have working capital by providing a degree of security forGovernment has won, | ask that it use it responsibly and
investors and clients. Unless the Government was to maintaitecisively, be prepared to make somewhat less popular
its guarantee of SGIC, it would need to make a furthepolitical decisions and support a trade sale.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Hon. H. Allison): Order! The plans that would have been in place, and he was well
honourable member’s time has expired. | call the member foreceived. After the breakfast when he was taking questions,
Unley. one of the businessmen said, ‘You've spoken well and you've

set out a new plan, a blueprint for those people in South

Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Mr Acting Speaker, | apologise Australia who are highly educated and literate, but what about
for distracting the member for Hart during his speech. lthe process workers, the shop assistants and the legions of
should have known better, and | accept your correction, bufoung employed?’ | am told that without batting an eyelid
I was a little bit carried away, having sat in this Chamber andhat senior employee of the EDA turned around and said to
listened to the member for Spence, as you know, Sir, thahe business people assembled there, ‘Those people will
practitioner of sophisticated rhetoric who quickly becomesever work again.’ In other words, there is a feeling amongst
inebriated by the exuberance of his own verbosity. Evergegments of this country—and | put to members a feeling that
member of intelligence in this House will clearly recognisepredominates in Canberra—that a segment of our society can
the hypocrisy perpetrated by that honourable member tonighite consigned to oblivion, will never be able to work and will
for last night in this Chamber he condemned the Parliamerfbrever be recipients of the welfare dollar. That more than all
which condemned the Stuart kings of England, and tonighthings is what makes it difficult for this Government to work
he was in this same Chamber praising the same Parliametfirough any budget.
for introducing the Bill of Rights. If that is not a contradiction ~ Members interjecting:
in terms, | do not know what is. Mr BRINDAL: It is obvious that the member for

I go back to the member for Hart. | am sorry for mislead-Playford is more content to listen to himself than to anyone
ing the honourable member—I| apologise to him—butelse. The honourable member berated us by saying that our
yesterday he said by way of interjection that he is part of thpromises were irresponsible; indeed, he had the gall—and |
new broom and that we see in him a new breed of Labowrote it down—to call for a cooler analysis of what we can
politician. | would like to acknowledge that. It is good to seeafford. | put to members that he did not ask this Government
a Labor politician with some camber and some penchant faio put before the people a cooler analysis of what is needed
speaking the truth as he sees it and not gilding the politicabut of what can be afforded. | find this absolutely unaccept-
lily. If I might be the firstin this House to do so, | would like able, because this comes from a member who in the last
to put on the record that | see in the member for Hart perhapBarliament was prepared to sit on the Government benches
a future Leader of his Party, because he obviously has mucind to hurl at the Opposition and the then Leader of the
more talent than just about anyone else sitting opposite. ®pposition day after day a concept called social justice. It is
think all members on this side would do him the credit ofamazing when they abandon the Treasury benches and sit
recognising this. opposite just how much they are prepared to abandon social

An honourable member interjecting: justice.

Mr BRINDAL: If we can help, we are always willing to Day after day they hurled at us the title ‘economic
do so. This Supply Bill is limited, as the member for Playfordrationalists’. | put to you, Sir, that after the member for
said, but it is not limited in the way he alleged: it is limited Playford’s speech tonight that mantle sits rather more
not by the aspirations or desires of this Government but bperfectly on his shoulders than it does on the shoulders of
the financial incompetence of past Labor regimes in this Statemany members on the Government benches. | commend the
and, more importantly, by the myopic vision and despoticTreasurer and the Premier for their courage in going to the
tendencies of the man who would be king in Canberraglectorate and promising what we would try to achieve: to
because this Supply Bill cannot be viewed in isolation. Wehelp the people and to fulfil a mandate which the previous
are part of a nation; we are part of a Federation, and whatev@remier and his predecessor introduced into this place—a
this Parliament does is intricately intesven with the  mandate for social justice for the people. As | said, our
processes that take place in Canberra. When it comes dovgnoblem is not related to this Treasurer so much as to the
to it, when we consider the arguments put forward by thénypocrisy that comes out of Canberra, because with less and
member for Playford, there are two sides to the equation: dess money and with contempt for the increasing number of
I have said, one side is this Government and the other side imemployed it expects this Government to provide more and
clearly found in Canberra. more services.

Canberra is overwhelming in its political dominance of  If the equation does not work, let not the Opposition, who
this country and it, before all other organisations, Governare members of the same Party as that which rules in
ments and instrumentalities, determines the distribution o€anberra, come here and berate the Government for its
wealth amongst the citizens of this country. Deliberately oirresponsibility: let them put pressure on their Federal
otherwise, it seeks to create two nations between whom theoelleagues to do something about social justice. | fear that we
is no intercourse and no sympathy, who are ignorant of eachill then hear deathly silence, as we heard previously from
other’s habits, thoughts and feelings as if they were dwellerthe Opposition when it was in government in relation to any
in different zones or inhabitants of different planets, who arenatter where their lord and master in Canberra was con-
formed by different breeding, are fed by different food, arecerned. He would be king and he will be king if members
ordered by different manners, and are not governed by thepposite have anything to do with it, and he will probably get
same laws. | speak of the two nations which Labor hasimself a lovely crown of Argyle diamonds to sit on his head.
created in this country: the nation of the rich and the nation An honourable member: It's better than a wig.
of the poor. Mr BRINDAL: Interjections from members opposite

To illustrate the point, | am told that recently at a businesgrove that, daily in this place, they find it much easier to be
persons breakfast a senior employee of the EDA addressedtical than correct.
the group and set forward his concept of the brave new South Members interjecting:

Australia which would have been engendered had Labor MrBRINDAL: Exhausted volcanoes are always a joy to
continued in power. He waxed lyrical: he put forward all thelook at. | know there is one in your own electorate, Sir, and
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you know how beautiful that is. The one opposite is nearlyporedom of young people who are consigned to the scrap
as much of a joy. heap with nothing better to do than to lull themselves away

An honourable member interjecting: in a sense of false security induced by drugs, or who get some

Mr BRINDAL: The member for Playford, this new sort of adrenalin high by breaking into houses and robbing
economic rationalist, would do well to go to his colleaguesthem and taking from people a share of that to which they
and put a proposition to them—and this should be of greabelieve they are rightfully entitled. | do not expect members
concern to everybody who serves in the Parliament in thispposite to pay much attention to what was said tonight or,
country and to the Federal Parliament itself: that we haveven less, to take it any further than this Chamber. That
chortled in western democracy somewhat, and | thinkvould be asking too much, because that would be asking
somewhat wrongly, at the fall of the command economies othem to exercise their responsibility on behalf of the people
Europe. We have said far too glibly that the commandvho elect them to represent them. | have not seen them doing
philosophies fell because their philosophies were wrong. that for four years and, judging from the new acquisition that

| put to members that the traditional shape of society sincee have been privileged to get in this place from the elector-
the beginning of time has been largely that of a pyramid, a&te of Ross Smith, there is a downward trend in this process.
the base of which has always been a mass of underprivileged, | see some hope and | see that hope in the Premier of
working class or even lesser treated people. Those peop&puth Australia, and | would particularly like to commend
were controlled by a middle class, which was generally nohim in the context of this Supply Bill on the statement which
very large, and at the top of that pyramid were very fewhe made today before this House. He said:
people of rank and privilege. With the industrial revolution | rejation to financial issues dealing with vertical financial
we undoubtedly saw a change, and that change brought imbalance and decreasing proportion of funds that are tied is crucial
universal education, universal franchise and many othep improving the flexibility and viability of the budgets of the States
things which every person in this country would laud as beingnd Territories. At COAG on Friday South Australia will take the.
hallmarks of the equality of man. But let us make no mistak?osmon that, as a precondition to its cooperation with the economic

. ) . eform issues being driven by the Federal Government, Canberra

that those things came into being only because those peomigist be prepared to participate in a genuinely cooperative way to
who were rich and powerful suddenly found that they neededchieve real progress in addressing urgent financial issues, and to
a literate and intelligent work force. So while there wereallocate clearly responsibilities between the Commonwealth and the
philanthropists who wanted a universal education, there we
also industrialists who needed a universal education, and thahe Premier is to be commended for his stance on that issue,
is why it came in. while the Opposition might be more content to gaze at the

The people were educated not because of any great desfeiling and look for inspiration. And believe me, the member
on the part of the high and mighty but because of an absoluf@r Ross Smith should be told that his predecessor gazed at
need for their services. That worked very well, and the shap#e ceiling for about 10 of his 11 years here and so missed out
of society changed briefly from a pyramid to more of a ball.on what was going on around him that we find ourselves in
The problem is that we have now, with the technologicathe present predicament. The Premier, as | said, is to be
revolution, moved past the need for a mass education. Yoegommended because he, unlike other members opposite, is
hear people asking today, ‘Why do we need universagoing down the right track and, | hope, putting pressure on
education; why does everybody have to be educated?’ We afeanberra to get some of the mess that Canberra has caused
very quickly moving back, and this country affords a goodsorted out.
example of our movement back towards the same pyramid It is refreshing to see a Premier in this place who has his
that has traditionally existed, whereby the wealth and theyes fixed not only on the good of South Australia but who
power of this country, under a decade of Labor Governmenis also capable of stretching his gaze beyond the horizon and
is concentrating in fewer and fewer hands and whereby thacknowledging himself first as an Australian, with a heritage
number of people in need of social welfare at the bottom ofvhich belongs not only to us as South Australians but also to
the pyramid is expanding almost daily. every person in this nation. Such vision is not the stuff of the

That is the problem that this Government faces, that is theormal politicians found in this place, and it is the stuff of
problem of the Supply Bill and it is the problem of this nation which statesmen are made. | believe this Premier will play an
because, as fewer and fewer people are given the wealth aifdportant part not only in the development of this State but
as the Government continues to require that wealth to balso in the leadership of this nation. | notice and | am grateful
spread among a greater base, so there is the opportunity fdvat the member for Price has come in; he finds it a bit funny.
social ferment. We have heard from the Opposition about Awould put to the member for Price that on this side of the
privileged class: we have heard, ‘You have to provide all thidouse there is nothing to be ashamed of in being proud of our
for the people, but we must not raise the taxes, because thoserrent leaders. If, in the past few years, he could not feel
people who make all that money will not want their taxesproud of his leaders on his side of the House, that is his
raised.” So you hear them say, ‘Don't raise the taxes’ on onworry, but when we stand up here and unashamedly express
hand but ‘Give everybody more’ on the other, and that is théhe point of view that our Premier and Ministers are going
problem the Treasurer faces: the few who have the wealtédlown the right track, | am disappointed that the member for
want more and more, and those at the bottom expect a bettBrice should find it amusing.
share. | believe there will be resistance from those at the top Mr Clarke: They have to make a decision first.
in relation to dispersing their wealth and, if we are not MrBRINDAL: Sir, | would put to the member for Ross
careful, discontent from those at the bottom who want it. Smith that he had best resign and let the people of Ross Smith

If some of those opposite who think law and order is sucthave a by-election, because if the honourable member is not
a joke and such a non-existent event analyse why thaware of all the decisions made not only by the Treasurer but
incidence of breaking and entering has gone up, why the levallso by every Minister of this Government in the couple of
of theft of property has risen and why crimes against propertynonths that it has been in office, then he, like the member for
are out of all proposition, they should also look at thePlayford, has been on an overseas trip and does not know
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what is going on in this State. If there is one thing that everywithin six to eight months of leaving school it becomes very
member in his electorate is probably aware of it is that at longlifficult. Whether it is right or wrong, when you go to an
last we have a Government in South Australia that is prepareeimployer and the employer asks, ‘What have you been
to do something. | also suggest that the member for Rosdoing?’ and you say, ‘Well, I've been unemployed for 11 or
Smith should have listened to what the member for Hart saidl.2 months,’ the employer—and | am disappointed with their
or even the Leader of the Opposition, because he waattitude—will look at people who have been unemployed for
probably so busy thinking up his next line that he obviouslya lesser time.
did not listen to his own Leader, who at least gave credit Whilst | agree that we have to look at initiatives and
where credit was due. incentives to be able to get these long-term unemployed back
Mr QUIRKE: On a point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker: in the work force, we will not succeed if we allow the Federal
| cannot see what this drivel has to do with Supply. | haveGovernment to extend the time for JobStart. What we must
been trying hard. do—and | hope we can be bipartisan on this matter, because
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Unley has itis important that members on both sides of the House have
strayed somewhat from the point of the debate. He has veitpeir heart set on getting job creation going in this State—is
little time left to return to it. lobby the Federal Government to be serious for once: not to
Mr BRINDAL: In conclusion (and the member for try to throw a bit of money at the problem but to look at what
Playford strayed because he managed to interrupt only thieally is the problem.
last minute), | commend this Treasurer for his efforts, and | The problem in Australia is that we are not competitive
put on record the fact that every member on this side of theompared with other countries, particularly those growing
House will support him, because if there are any failings thegountries in Asia, because our employment costs are just too

will be the fault of Canberra, not of this Government. high. I am talking not about dollars per hour but about all the
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable add-ons, imposts such as the highest Federal fuel tax of any
member’s time has expired. western nation and no assistance to the State so that we can

try to reduce our payroll tax, and so on. The abolition of these
Mr CLARKE secured the adjournment of the debate. sorts of add-ons will really create employment, whereas if we
simply say to the employer, ‘You can have a rebate for 30 or

ADJOURNMENT DEBATE 90 days, the employer will eventually start to pick up those
) costs again and will just become uncompetitive in the

The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move: marketplace.
That the House do now adjourn. The Federal Government's argument for extending this

time is that there is not enough increase in the percentage that

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): | endorse many ofthe it targeted for the long-term unemployed to come onto the
remarks of the member for Unley. | thought there was a loobStart commencements. That really only reinforces the fact
of sense in that, particularly— that it is so difficult for those people, for the reasons that |

An honourable member: What a groveller. have just mentioned. My unemployed constituents totally

Mr BROKENSHIRE: (No, nota groveller, just someone disagree with this directive. Only the other day a couple came
who likes to talk sense)—when he backed up our Treasureifito my office and said that they had been unemployed for
who is doing a brilliant job in this House. It was disappoint-five months, that they had been to job interviews and the
ing today to hear the Leader of the Opposition noting thatmployer had said that they would like to take them on.
there would not be any claim from our side that the debt wasiowever, because they are not sure whether we have totally
worse than we or the public thought. | do not know what thenottomed yet and are not confident enough to say, ‘Right, I'll
Leader of the Opposition was really talking about theregdefinitely commit myself,” employers are looking for these
because at the moment our Treasurer is doing a great jahcentives such as JobStart, and they would like to know for
going through with a fine toothcomb and auditing the wholethe next 90 days that they have a $140 a week rebate to take
debt structure of this State, and he has already said that k@ board not only the youth but the general unemployed.
will be putting a report to the House in the next few weeks. The confidence is starting to come back, and all this

Mr Brindal: They didn't know when the State was directive will do is hold that back. We on this side of the
collapsing, so you can’t take notice of them. House have already put in place a lot of incentives such as

Mr BROKENSHIRE: That may be the case also. In this picking up the WorkCover levy on students who left school
grievance debate tonight | want to object strongly to than 1993 and also on the long-term unemployed—those who
notice given by the Federal DEET today to its regional areabave been unemployed for 12 months. They are further
in South Australia that it will extend the time people will incentives for employers to start to employ. | ask, ‘What will
have to be unemployed before they are eligible for JobStahappen to those unemployed for five or six months?’ They
from six months to 12 months. | see this as a deplorable mowill just be there in 12 months and, as the member for Unley
by DEET federally, particularly in an electorate like mine said, they will not see any light at the tunnel. When we drive
where, as | said yesterday, we have the highest youthome at night we see a lot of these youth on the street,
unemployment in Australia. In the short time we have beeraimlessly wandering around or getting into trouble because
in Government we have started to turn the corner, and thertbey have no reason to get up in the morning. That is why it
are employers in my area now starting to look at program$& so important that we make sure that this job creation
like JobStart. program goes ahead.

JobStart is one of the better programs that DEET has put Currently, people are undertaking courses at TAFE, WEA
forward. But to make a decision which means that you willand other such institutions because they know that they are
not be able to claim JobStart until you have been unemployednly about a month away from being able to take a JobStart
for 12 months will, unfortunately, simply put a lot more program with an employer. In other words, basically they
youth out on the scrap heap, because if you do not have a jdtave had a nod from the employer. What will happen to them
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when the Federal Government does not even allow a sunset There are a number of key organisations serving the
clause for this provision? In other words, there was no leatNapier electorate. They include neighbourhood centres such
time at all: it was just a directive that told the regional as the Elizabeth West Neighbourhood House and the Lynay
managers, ‘That’s it! From today you will not be able to offer Centre, the Elizabeth Women’s Community Health Centre
JobStart to any of these people until they have been (what tr@nd the Anglican Mission. Each of these groups works
Federal Government calls) LTU'd. directly with people in need. The staff are necessarily
Another thing that concerns me greatly with JobStart, andedicated and professional. They work within tight budgets
again illustrates where the Federal Government is getting ofind give many hours of extra service. They are supported by
track, is that the Federal Government has decided that familyolunteers who give many hours of their day to centres that
members—in other words, children of mums and dads whthey see as vital to their communities.
have their own businesses—are not able to claim JobStart. | Many of these groups are very concerned about their
see that as total discrimination. Whilst we have to make surgiture under this Government. They are unsure of continued
that there is no rort, it was previously up to the discretion ofState Government funding. The sentiments expressed on the
the regional manager to decide whether or not those childresther side are very supportive, but will they be backed up by
were being employed on a genuine basis by their parentadequate funding?
Those parents have battled to keep their businesses going andl was particularly interested to listen to the Treasurer
have tried to keep their current employees on, to the detrivesterday and the Premier today. Yesterday, when talking
ment of their own families. Now that their businesses areabout State Government funding matters, the Treasurer spoke
starting to pick up—and they have had to sit there with theeloquently about the need for program performance budget-
pain of their children being unemployed so that they do notng, program evaluation and ‘achieving the Government’s
rock the boat for the people whom they already employ—ebjectives. . . at reduced costs’. | was very impressed. He
they get to six months or even 12 months and, bearing imwent on to talk about finding better ways of delivering
mind the way the Federal Government has it set up now, thegrograms to free up resources for use elsewhere.
will not be eligible for JobStart because they are the children An honourable member interjecting:
of the employer. | feel that is also deplorable. Ms HURLEY: Excellent plans, and the theory is well
This will create another huge anti-confidence pill for thedevised. But, | would ask the Treasurer, when this plan is
many people who are unemployed. We have tried to introimplemented, to pay heed to the Premier’s words today. In
duce incentive policies quickly to do our share of job creatiorthis case the Premier was talking about Federal Government
at State level. It is really up to the Federal Government novfunding to the States rather than State Government funding
to get serious about this once and for all. | object strongly tdo its organisations. Here the emphasis was on loosening the
this direction and have registered an objection today to theestrictions imposed by tied grants. Here the plea was to
Federal Government through Senator Grant Chapmanallow the State Government to have more control over its
office. Senator Grant Chapman will take this up in Canberrawn operations.
tomorrow, but | appeal to all members in this House to get on  The Premier asked for genuine cooperation, flexibility and
the phone to their Federal colleagues tomorrow to let therpredictability in grants. He spoke of the need for the States
know that these directives will not help South Australia orto use untied grants for proactive regional policies. | would
Australia to get these people out of the dole queues. ask the Treasurer to consult closely with the Premier when
Another thing that ties in with all this is general infrastruc- he comes to imposing State Government requirements on
ture. If we are to get general infrastructure back in place irtommunity agencies and groups.
this State, we cannot be expected as a State Government to These invaluable community organisations would be
give more and more dollar incentives to employers, becauséelighted to have genuine cooperation in their funding
we do not have enough money as it is, thanks to the mess thdiscussions. They would rejoice in flexibility and
we have picked up. We have third arterial roads to be builtpredictability in grants. They would revel in the chance to put
we have to put more money into TAFE to retrain theseforward proactive local policies. | sincerely hope that the
people; and— Premier will oblige them. Workers in these centres are due
An honourable member: And farms to buy. to get a pay rise as due recognition of their responsibility and
Mr BROKENSHIRE: And farms to buy as well, because professional abilities. | call on the Government to adequately
we have farmers with an average age of 59 on our farms &tind the increased salaries that the professionals working in
the moment and that is simply not good enough. At the enéhese groups will get and to put in further funds to put their
of the day, the backbone of this State will always be agriculprojects in place. Of course, let them be accountable, ensure
ture. As a State Government, we cannot be expected to pthtat there is adequate review and make sure that they are
money into infrastructure, to create the incentive programsorrectly targeted.
that we have already created, and then try to come up with Members will know that professional staff spend a

even more dollars to get youth back into work. significant proportion of their time chasing grants from
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member's time Federal, State and private sources and are well versed in
has expired. The member for Napier. justifying grants before they get them, during their implemen-

tation and after their completion. | am sure that they will cope

Ms HURLEY (Napier): All members of this House well with any review. Unfortunately, they are also very well
would have had significant contact with community groupsversed in paring their operations to the bone. The recession
working at local level. Many of the new members havehas created increased demand on their services, and the
mentioned the hard work and dedication of those groups istubbornly high levels of unemployment have exacerbated the
their maiden speeches. More importantly, the work ofproblem. The member for Mawson has just gone through that
community groups has been acknowledged as being usefuiatter.
and relevant to the community. | should like to add my voice Community organisations are in a position to put in
to this litany of congratulations. proactive programs in areas such as preventive health and
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literacy. It is important to get these programs in place to Motion carried.

prevent problems arising. | hope that the Government will

give these organisations the flexibility and power to continue At 10.13 p.m. the House adjourned until Thursday 24
and expand their operations. February at 10.30 a.m.



