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focus on accountability and performance. Instead, the
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY emphasis has been on job security and maintainingttitas

ua There are few sanctions for poor performance and no
Tuesday 8 March 1994 icilcentives for exemplary performrfnce. F')I'he former Govern-
. ment did not use performance agreements as an accountabili-
D Jhaenii)eEQijErgyg:gn' G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at 2 ty mechanism_for chief executives. For example, one CEO
o ' contract negotiated by the former Government for a five-year
ACTS INTERPRETATION (COMMENCEMENT period requ_ired the contract to be paid out in full r_even_if it
PROCLAMATIONS) AMENDMENT BILL was determined that the performance of the executive did not
justify continuing employment.
Her Excellency the Governor, by message, intimated her The former Government was also unwilling to move
assent to the Bill. executives out of the public sector even when it recognised
that there was no longer a role for them to play. For example,
QUESTIONS just before the election, the former Government finalised
arrangements to appoint Mr Bruce Guerin, former Chief
The SPEAKER: | direct that written answers to the Executive Officer of the Department of the Premier and
following questions on the Notice Paper, as detailed in theCabinet, to the position of Director, Institute of Public Policy
schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed irand Management, at Flinders University. | estimate this
Hansard 3to 5, 8, 16, 17, 23, 24, 32, 39, 60, 62, 65 and 66 appointment will cost taxpayers $1 million over the next five
and | direct that the following answer to a question withoutyears. At the end of the contracted period of appointment, Mr

notice be distributed and printed lHensard Guerin would have the right to resume a permanent position
in the public sector at a CEO salary under the conditions
SCHOOL CLOSURES agreed by the former Government.

This is the price taxpayers must meet because the former
?hfﬂg;?g?g' gAU%.HRﬁh:"gIS(F)RO%gneS?g)ilﬁg g;rkt)rouf% question Government was unwilling to confront difficult decisions
which relates to school closures, | refer the honourable member @bout Mr Guerin's future in the public sector. Executive
the reply given by my colleague, the Minister for Education andemployment conditions negotiated by the former Government
ﬁg:‘ldréfg's sslfr;\lr:g??r'l In response it/oe% So'mllglr grl]lez%t"ggg%sa?d fggzﬁlso lacked consistency. Chief executives generally have been
In rééponse to the par? of the question dealing WithyTAFEappOInted.foraflve-ygar term, but most of them have security
closures, | can advise as follows: of tenure in the Public Service. Indeed, there are some who
There is a commitment to full consultation with DETAFE have their Chief Executive Officer salaries permanently

communities regarding issues relating to the closure of campuses agdjaranteed due to the transitional provisions of the Govern-
in all cases this has led to a successful resolution of any decision {Q,ant Management and Employment Act.
close a campus. Theref t chief tives h joyed th

During the last decade, 10 TAFE campuses have been closed ! NEretore, most chiet executives have enjoyed the same

with the support of local communities and in all cases with anprotection of permanent work tenure as other public servants.
improvement in delivery of service to the overall TAFE community. This is inconsistent with practices in the private sector and
_ltisintended that this successful consultative process CO”t'“Ugome other public sectors in Australia. Senior executives
g'pérgp;ﬁ%rﬁoﬁgg%?” gebgﬁvgﬁf;essary‘ and within that contex eloyv CEO level are appointed by_the Commissio_n(_e_r_for
Public Employment, a statutory position with responsibilities
PUBLIC SECTOR SALARIES lying external to the operations of each department. This
confuses the lines of reporting and makes it difficult to hold
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Premier): | seek leave to chief executives accountable for the actions of people for
make a ministerial statement. whose appointment they are not responsible.
Leave granted. In relation to payment, executive remuneration has been
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | wish to advise the House formulated only on the basis of salary rather than total cost
of the approach that the Government is taking in establishintp Government, including major items such as car, superan-
remuneration for public sector executives. At the election, th@uation and fringe benefits tax. As a result, the cost of
Government received a strong mandate for change and it i®hicles has grossly under-valued the benefit received by
traditional that a new Government should exercise its righthief executives and senior executives.
to structure the public sector to ensure its policies and Executives driving private plated Government cars have
programs are implemented effectively. had a charge of $540 per annum levied for a four cylinder car,
Through a series of decisions, including new executiveand $756 per annum for a six cylinder car. Obviously, these
appointments and changes to the Economic Developmenharges do not reflect the true cost to Government and to the
Board and the Economic Development Authority, thetaxpayer. Issues | have raised reflect some of the inconsisten-
Government has already clearly demonstrated its intention tties in the practices inherited by my Government, which we
ensure that the resources of the public sector are focused are determined to change. These changes will include the
rebuilding the State’s economy. In meeting this goal, theadoption of fixed term performance based contracts with a
entire public sector must become performance orientedpur week notice provision when service is to be terminated
efficient and accountable for the provision of the highesfor unsatisfactory performance. We will not tolerate the
standards of service to the public. As in the private sector, theontinuation of practices developed by the former Govern-
performance of the public sector depends to a significanhent, which impose the price of significant separation
degree on the leadership and competence of its chief exepayments for changing senior Public Service executives.
utives and senior executives. As aresult of obligations inherited by my Government, |
However, the system inherited by this Government toadvise the House that separation payments negotiated with
employ and pay executives is not consistent with a need teenior executives since the election have included Dr Peter
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Crawford, former CEO, Department of Premier and Cabinetcertainly welcome one from him at the close of this minister-

$164 250; Mr Peter Emery, former Under Treasurerjal statement.

$250 000; Ms Anne Dunn, former CEO, Department for The SPEAKER: The member for Giles has continued to

Family and Community Services, $250 000; Mr Robininterject. The Chair has been most tolerant, but that tolerance

Marrett, former CEO, Economic Development Authority, has run out.

$212 870; Mr Eric Willmot, former CEO, Department forthe ~ The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Government will also

Arts and Cultural Development, $211 416.40; and Ms Kayesimplify the executive salary structure from the existing six

Schofield, former CEO, Department of Labour and Adminis-evels. In adopting fewer levels, each remuneration band will

trative Services, $90 646.55. be linked to competence and accountability. Part of a
An honourable member interjecting: remuneration package will be at risk through the incorpora-

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Very cheap, indeed, if one tion of performance based incentives, with a clear link
compares it with just one Mr Guerin, who is costing us $1Petween individual performance and the achievement of well

million, and we still re-inherit Mr Guerin in five years. defined objectives. _ _
Members interjecting: In establishing the top range in each remuneration band,

The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier has leave to make theé Government's position is that public sector executives
a ministerial statement. should not be paid beyond the mid point of the market, except

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: With respect to Mr Emery in very extraordinary circumstances. The proposed link with

and Ms Dunn, it should be noted that, in part, the payment selected market median will have regard to such factors as
' ' ' ﬁze loss of job security for senior executives and the need to

reflect the fact that they had permanent tenure of appointme tract and retain t lib i The G th
in the public sector. | also advise the House thatforastrictl)? ractand retain top callbreé executives. 1he Sovernment nas

o : ; - : lied these new practices in determining the remuneration
limited period Mr Emery will be continuing, essentially on appiied . - . -
a part-time basis, his involvement in the corporatisation of thé& Mr Michael Schilling as the Chief Executive Officer of the

State Bank. | compare the payments | have just listed with epartment of the Premier and Cabinet.

e : The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
$1 million legacy left by the former Government as the price ] .
of its unwillingness to deal with Mr Guerin’s future in the The SPEAKER: Order_! The Deputy Leader is out of
public sector. order. He can ask a question later.

. . The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Mr Schilling’s appointment
The House should appreciate that before the election t : - . ;
former Government approved a number of separatio%”owed consideration of a number of possible candidates.

X o Members will be aware that Mr Schilling has acted in this
,ﬁ’ﬁcmﬂfsy'téggh;h;;]nﬁgfrﬁgracpsg)rgﬂ;gfg ég;rtsrzg'rioo';803|tlon since 12 December last year. During this period he
. Lo . . has assisted the Government in achieving significant progress
Marine ar_1d Har_bors. While his resignation took effect afterin the implementation of its programs. His appointment is
ggvgrlﬁrﬂgonr;' aglsveeicgﬁgfnbvé?zf g{)hrg%v%s vt\)/)éllt::e:]c;rl:?ie artly in recognition of that contrib_utior_1, made in a period of
that in the future taxpayers will not bé liable for large Snsiderable challenge, along with his expertise in change
management and the restructuring of large organisations.

separation payments for public sector executives, t.hﬁ"hese attributes, coupled with his extensive knowledge of the
Government is introducing important improvements in outh Australian Public Service, made him the obvious

accountability, including formal performance agreements an hoice for this crucial position. As the Government an-
appraisal _systems. . . . nounced when making public Mr Schilling’s appointment, he
Executive performance will be subject to regular review,

he basis of ol i ¢ bil d i ~will receive a base salary of $111 485 per annum, an
on the basis of clear lines of accountability and expliCity; oy ance of $64 548 and the normal entitlements of this

standards in performance targets. In developing new practiC@xysition to a car, superannuation contributions and leave
there is a need to ensure that high achieving executives ¢ ovisions

be attracted to South Australia’s public sector and retained. \;ambers interjecting:

Accordingly— The SPEAKER: Order! | point out to the member for
Mr Clarke interjecting: ~ Ross Smith that | have already spoken to him. He can take
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith is thjs as a first warning. The Premier has leave and | will

out of order. ensure that he is allowed to make his ministerial statement.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —the Government's The Hon. DEAN BROWN: In part, this allowance
approach to executive remuneration will be based on a moriflects my requirement that Mr Schilling perform a number
competitive and strategically defined market position, so thasf additional duties, including overseeing the Government's
the transformation of the public sector we want to achieve igleregulation program, the public sector reform agenda, the
not jeopardised by any lack of strategic leadership and higBoordination of strategic planning, project coordination and
calibre executive talent. Contemporary executive remunerao chair the Public Sector Management and Coordination
tion models used in other public sectors and industnCouncil.
calculate the basic components which make up the total |n a first for the South Australian Public Service, | have
package. They include not just salary but items such agstigated an agreement with Mr Schilling that up to $20 000
superannuation and a motor vehicle, as well as fringe benefitser annum will be paid if work performance targets agreed
tax. The benefits need to be determined and identified on thgetween Mr Schilling and me have been met at the end of
basis of the true cost to the Government. This Governmerdach year. It is important to recognise that the remuneration
will have a fair but transparent method by which a motoragreed with Mr Schilling is well below the level of remunera-
vehicle and other benefits are included in executive packageson recommended by an independent remuneration consult-

The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting: ant for this position. By comparison, the current head of the

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Mr Speaker, if the honour- Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet—
able member wishes to ask a question on this matter, | will Members interjecting:
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The SPEAKER: Order! The funding position of the scheme, that is, the balance

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —receives a package between estimated liabilities and total assets, is essentially
totalling around $270 000 plus performance pay of up to 2@nchanged at the end of the first six months. Whilst the mid-
per cent per annum which, over a five year contract periodjear actuarial review estimates a marginal increase in

can add up to another 100 per cent of the package. outstanding claims liabilities, this was offset by an increase
An honourable member: What does he get if he doesn’t in the value of assets. However, management is of the view
do his job? that the actuarial study underestimates the scheme’s actual

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: If he does not do his job, he liabilities at the end of the first six months of 1993-94 and
is out. Itis as clear as that. The information | have put befordelieves that the true liabilities, if account was taken of a
the House today is a clear signal of the Government’sleterioration in the rate at which claims are closed, would be
expectations of performance by executives in the publi$25 million to $35 million above the reported level.
sector. This Government is about best practice. While we are  The underlying trends in a number of indicators give rise
prepared to negotiate employment and pay conditions— to concern about the performance of the corporation and the

Members interjecting: scheme for the remainder of 1993-94. | now refer to those

The SPEAKER: Order! concerns.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —to reflect best practice, we In the claims area, claims costs have exceeded budget by
will be demanding, in return, the highest levels of perform-over $5 million for the first six months of the financial year.
ance, with the ability to deal with inadequate performance ifhis is attributed to greater than forecast growth in claims
ways which do not impose excessive costs on taxpayers. umbers (and, interestingly, that was an issue that we forecast
is my intention to fully implement these changes as soon a1 the last three or four years); below expected rate at which
practicable with amendments, where required, to the Goverrglaims are closed; and claims payments which may have been

ment Management and Employment Act. brought forward.
The principal indicators of claims management perform-
PAPERS TABLED ance show little change: the percentage of claims determined
within 14 calendar days of receipt is below target and has
The following papers were laid on the table: remained virtually unchanged for the last six quarters; there
By the Deputy Premier (Hon. S.J. Baker)— has been some marginal improvement in the proportion of
The Commissioner for Equal Opportunity—Report, long-term income compensated claims that have commenced
1992-93. ] rehabilitation within six months, but this remains well below
Worker's Liens Act—Regulations—Forms. expectations; and the rate at which claims are closed are
By the Treasurer (Hon. S.J. Baker)— below actuarial estimates for virtually all types of claim.
Friendly Societies Act—General Laws—Friendly There are a number of strategies in place by WorkCover
Societies Medical Association Inc. to address these performance concerns including: a long-term

By the Minister for Infrastructure (Hon. J.W. Olsen)— claims strategy designed to improve return to work rates for

Murray-Darling Basin Agreement—Schedule D. open claims m_curred in the years 1987-88 and 1988-89; a

. . short-term claim strategy designed to ensure effective

By the Minister for Health (Hon. M.-H. Armitage}—  jtervention (such as work placement and rehabilitation) on

AUS;{@'('jan Hl\e/la|<t1h Cloénm{SS'OréA?t— Trafii recent claims; and the maximising of the use of section 42a
Inaers Medical Centre—bpy-laws—Irafiic. i H H H

Naracoorte Health Service Inc.—By-laws— Conduct of ((:%c;r;r;pensatlon for loss of earning capacity) to reduce claim

premises. . . .
. . In relation to the levies and investment area, the levy
By the Minister for Housing, Urban Development and collection is stable and on budget, though the target of

Local Government Relations (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)—  ;5j1ecting 92 per cent of levy within 10 calendar days of the
Corporation By-laws—Port Lincoln—No. 27—Garbage  due date was not achieved. Investment returns in the first six

Disgi%??gnuenrg'l By-laws—Penola— months have been outstanding and performance targets
No. 1—Permits and Penalties. having been significantly exceeded. However, such levels of
No. 2—Moveable Signs. return cannot be sustained in the long term.
No. 3—Streets and Public Places. In relation to the prevention of injury, claim numbers
By the Minister for Primary Industries (Hon. D.S. continue to grow at rates which exceed the rate of employ-
Baker)— ment growth. This is a particularly concerning trend given
Meat Hygiene Authority—Report, 1992-93. that employment growth is itself expected to occur as our
economy recovers with a consequent increase in claims
WORKCOVER numbers. The corporation’s major prevention efforts in the
first six months focused on the safety achiever bonus scheme
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Minister for Industrial for large employers. The Government commitment to
Affairs): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement. increase funding of practical workplace prevention programs
Leave granted. in high risk industries and in small business by $2 million

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: WorkCover has this week will complement this scheme. The new workers program,
released its quarterly performance report for the period endetirected to young and inexperienced workers, was launched
31 December 1993. The recent review of financial performin February 1994. The Engineering Employers Group safety
ance by the WorkCover actuary, Tillinghast, for the first sixscheme is also expected to commence this month.
months of the financial year indicates that an operating The performance of private exempt employers and
surplus of almost $18 million was achieved. This is the resulGovernment departments has improved, but relative deficien-
of a significant contribution from investment income which cies remain in their prevention activities. As a consequence,
exceeded budget forecasts by almost $35 million. it is unlikely the June 1994 performance targets will be met.
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The Government will place greater responsibility on Chief  NATIONAL CRIME AUTHORITY BOMBING
Executive Officers in the public sector to address deficiencies

in work place safety in Government departments. The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Minister for Emergency

While the mid-year review shows that the Work C:overSeIr_wces).l seekolleave to make a ministerial statement.
scheme remains fully funded, it is a concern that the increase eave granted. .
in claim numbers and the deterioration in rates at which The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: At approximately 0915
claims are closed, which have been evident for the last eigi}ours on 2 March 1994, South Australians were reminded of
months, did not receive greater attention from the previou{€ €ver present danger facing police and emergency services
Labor Government as they represent significant concerns fé¢hen a bomb exploded in the NCA offices on the 12th floor
the long-term viability of the scheme. Unless structural©f the CPS Credit Union Building in Waymouth Street. As
changes are made to the WorkCover system, these concernfgesult of the explosion, Detective Sergeant Geoff Bowen
trends indicate that the previous Government has left thi%/as killed and five staff were injured. My sincere condo-
State with a scheme capable of again experiencing a blow otgnces and those of all my parliamentary colleagues go to the
in unfunded liabilities (as it did in the late 1980s and earlyWife and family of Detective Bowen.
1990s), with consequent increases in claim numbers, cost of To accept this tragedy as part of the job of a police officer
claims and levy rates. Unlike the previous Labor Governis an enormous request. This terrible incident is a pointed
ment, this Government will act to make the necessaryeminder of the commitment and the dedication, as well as
changes to the WorkCover scheme and has the clear mand#te extreme danger, that our police officers face from day to
of the people of South Australia to do so. day. A package was collected from the Adelaide GPO by
courier and delivered to the office of the National Crime
Authority. The parcel was scanned and cleared. Detective

WATER QUALITY Bowen was opening the parcel when the bomb exploded. He
was killed instantly and lawyer Peter Walllis injured seriously.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Minister for Infrastructure): Mr Wallis is currently in hospital, having undergone surgery,
| seek leave to make a ministerial statement. and | understand will require further surgery. To him and his

injured colleagues we wish a speedy recovery. Our thoughts
also go to their families and loved ones.

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: A national approach to water The incident was declared a major crime almost immedi-
quality has been raised at the recent COAG conference iately. This activated the task force policing plan, which
Hobart. In particular, the Premier raised the matter in privat€nables the South Australian Police to respond in a structured
discussions also with the Prime Minister. Specifically, blueand planned way to pool together resources under a clear
green algae was discussed as a problem seriously affectifigcident management structure. Resources from all areas of
our water supply fed by the River Murray and its tributaries.the South Australian Police Force were activated and
South Australia is now at the leading edge of research on thigersonnel with additional specialist skills seconded to the task
worldwide problem. The Australian Centre for Water Quality force. The task force includes 16 full-time detectives and 30
Research, which includes the State Water Laboratory of thgchnical services people working extended hours. The State
E&WS Department, has just been awarded grants totallinfforensic Science Centre has been working virtually non-stop.
$265 000 from the Urban Water Research Association ofll areas of the South Australian Police Force have been
Australia for further blue green algae research. involved in various tasks. Counselling was initiated by the

South Australian Police and other agencies, including the

This brings the total external funding for algal toxin aystralian Federal Police, with National Crime Authority
research by the Bolivar centre to over $1 million and reflectgpproval.

the high level of investigative research for which the centre
is renowned. The additional funds will allow researchers %
develop better methods of analysing paralytic shell fisI'JA

Fhoé?#;g;énnsaéoggﬁe?gfrrrtgg;ltyﬁ]efgggxlee )%;i?jrr]ir??b}reﬁgk ureau of Criminal Intelligence and the Victorian State
P y : Y Forensic Science Laboratory. The task force has spent a

will assist research staff to investigate the factors which leafiengthy time at the scene of the crime to collect and examine

to .the|r pron_nluctlon and to observe_ what 'happens to th [l material, to reconstruct the scene and determine the type
poisons during water treatment. This funding success wil

expand the already substantial existing departmental pro;,

rams carried out in this area and will contribute significantl mount of explosive. The forensic evidence gathering is time
gran ; . 9 yconsuming but is absolutely vital to achieve a conviction. A
to vital research already being carried out at the centre.

number of premises have been searched and people inter-
In addition to this, South Australia will also host an viewed. A $500 000 reward, provided jointly by the
international workshop in Adelaide this month on toxic algae Commonwealth and South Australian Governments, has been
where over 35 leaders in the field from 10 countries willposted for information leading to the identification of the
gather to discuss the most recent developments in researBRISon or persons responsible for this bombing.
and consider the benefits from international collaboration. Cabinet responded immediately by ensuring that an
This is a significant coup for South Australia, because it is theppropriate reward was available to assist the police in their
first time this research group has met in Australia. Thanquiries. A 24-hour hotline has been established and people
program is being hosted jointly by the Australian Centre forwith any information have been encouraged to contact police
Water Quality Research, the American Water Workson a special inquiry telephone number. The initial public
Association and the Study Centre for Water Research inesponse has been heavy and a steady stream of quality
Belgium. information is now being provided to the investigators.

Leave granted.

Several lines of inquiry were commenced and are still
going. Assistance is being provided by the National Crime
uthority, the Australian Federal Police, the Australian



Tuesday 8 March 1994 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 291

Itis also worth noting that Waymouth Street was reopenedirector of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet would
to traffic on the evening of the bombing and that the NCAreceive, plus any further increase in that salary that may be
offices have been handed back to staff today. | pay tribute tawarded at any time during the five year period. On top of
the swift action of all emergency services personnel involvedthat, he is entitled to a Government car with private number
Their rapid response time resulted in the quick extinguishinglates and also to superannuation; and, on top of that again,
of fire, prompt medical treatment and transfer of injured tathe Government paid a further $100 000 to get him estab-
hospital, cordoning off and evacuation of the incident scenéished at Flinders University. On top of that yet again, he has
and the activation of the Police Operations Centre. Soutthe full entittlement to come back into the Public Service at
Australians can be justly proud of the efforts of theirhis CEO level at the end of five years and to continue with
emergency service personnel in these most trying of circunpermanency in the South Australian public sector.

stances. I would have to describe that as the worst contract | have
seen, written against the interests of the public of South
QUESTION TIME Australia—the taxpayers—who are paying the bill. It is
absolutely astounding that we should be paying an academic
MOTOR VEHICLE INSPECTIONS exactly the same salary as the CEO of the Department of the

Premier and Cabinet with no ability whatsoever for the

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD (Leader of the Opposition):  paying party, that is, the Government of South Australia or
Will the Premier give a guarantee that the introduction ofthe Department of the Premier and Cabinet, even to scrutinise
compulsory inspections for motor vehicles will not require Mr Guerin’s performance while he is in that position. For five
the payment of an inspection fee, as such a new tax woulgears we pay the salary with no recall on Mr Guerin’s
break the undertaking given by the Premier and confirmed bgerformance, output or anything else involving that position,
the Treasurer in this House on 17 February not to introducand | find that absolutely astounding and clearly against the
any new taxes without the resignation of the Governmentihterests of the people of South Australia.
The Minister for Transport has announced possible proposals pjembers interjecting:

to investigate the introduction of compulsory checks each ) .

time a motor vehicle is sold in South Australia. Interstate, __1he Hon- DEAN BROWN: Members opposite should be

such a requirement attracts a fee. In New South Wales tHfg>12med of themselves for ever agreeing to a contract like

current fee for inspections is $23 at, particularly as Mr Guerin had stepped down as the CEO
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: First. it was clearly stated of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet when the then

before the election that the Liberal Party would look at this€W Premier, Mr Amold, took up the position, back in about

matter by referring it to the Environment, Resources ancePtember 1.992'. .

Development Committee, which is a standing committee of Members interjecting:

the Parliament. | would have thought that this was the very The Hon. DEAN BROWN: We have still been trying to
sort of matter that would be considered by that committeefind the results of the work carried out by Mr Guerin between
After all, the Labor Party has members on that committeeSeptember of—

where they can make their point, and no doubt they will. The 11,0 spEAKER: Order! The Premier has leave. There are

Government has made no policy decision to infroduce— {5 154 many interjections from both my right and left and |

Members interjecting: ill tak d her si fthe H it th !
The SPEAKER: Orderl will take action on either side of the House if they persist.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Government has made  1he Hon. DEAN BROWN: | point out to the House that
no policy decision to introduce compulsory testing of Mr Guerin stepped down as CEO of the Department of the
vehicles. All we have done is refer the issue to the standinfjrémier and Cabinet in September 1992. The contract was

committee of the Parliament for it to investigate and make igned for him to take up the positiqn at F.Iinde.rs University
recommendation to Parliament. in November 1993. We are still trying to identify the work
that he carried out in that period of approximately 15 months.

GUERIN, MR BRUCE The Hon. S.J. Baker:He was on stress leave.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: No, he was not on stress
leave; he had been on stress leave prior to that date. We are
still trying to find out what work was carried out in that 15
month period. In particular, the then Premier, Mr Arnold,

8 ; . . ointed out to this House in the Estimates Committees that
statement | raised the issue of Mr Guerin at Flinder

. . . . r Guerin was writing a report on the overseas offices of the
University. Immediately on coming to government | deter-

mined that this was one matter that would be investigatetﬁovemmem' We are still trying to find that report. The best
Iy

e can find is that—

and | was concerned to see that the Government actua ) o
signed a contract during the period of the election campaign The Hon. Lynn Arnold interjecting:
to confirm the position of Mr Guerin at Flinders University. = The Hon. DEAN BROWN: You were the head of the
As | said in my ministerial statement, in fact he has beerPremier's Department. You were responsible and you
made a director of an Institute of Public Policy and Manage€ommissioned the report. Why did you not ask for a copy of
ment at Flinders University. the report? We cannot find it. We have asked for it within

What concerns me is the whole basis on which the formeGovernment but we cannot find it, and it highlights the fact
Government did this. First, it had said that Mr Guerin couldthat the former Labor Government failed to take any hard
receive his full entitlement as the former head of the Departdecisions when it came to replacing CEOs; and we, the
ment of Premier and Cabinet. In other words, for the next fivaaxpayers, will have to pay dearly for this for at least the next
years Mr Guerin continues to receive the full salary that thdive years, if not well beyond.

Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): What is the present status in
the public sector of Mr Bruce Guerin, former Chief Executive
Officer of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet?

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: During my ministerial
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MOTOR VEHICLE INSPECTIONS why does he not uphold the traditions of Dr Hopgood and
every other Deputy Leader?
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Deputy Leader of the Opposi- Mr QUIRKE: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, | think

tion): My question is directed to the Minister for Industrial it would be reasonable to ask for a retraction of that remark.
Affairs. During the Minister’s negotiations last year withthe ~ The SPEAKER: Order!
Motor Traders Association regarding the introduction of Members interjecting:

compulsory motor vehicle inspections, was it agreed that The SPEAKER: Order! One point of order at a time. The

traders would conduct inspections for a fee if the system wapeputy Leader of the Opposition is capable of raising the

introduced in this State, and did the Liberal Party receive gnatter himself if he takes offence to it. | suggest that the

six-figure donation to its election campaign fund from theterms used by the Minister are not in the best interests of the

association? Parliament and are not conducive to the reasonable conduct
Last year the member for Bragg told Parliament that hef proceedings. Therefore, | ask him to modify his comments.

met the motor traders and discussed proposals for the The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | withdraw the term and

introduction of compulsory motor vehicle testing. It was alsoreplace it with ‘this honourable member.’

revealed at that time by the former Deputy Premier, Don

Hopgood, that during these discussions the Liberal Party had EDUCATION REVIEW

requested a donation of $100 000 for its election campaign,

presumably in exchange for a change in policy direction. Dr Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Has the Treasurer been advised

Hopgood revealed that the deal involved the Liberal Party’®f claims by politically active members of the South Aus-

promising to legislate to provide for the compulsory inspec4ralian Institute of Teachers that it is being denied access to

tion of motor vehicles— the intensive review of education currently being conducted
The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader is now by the Audit Commission?

commenting. You were given leave to explain your question, The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Yes, | saw a media release by the

not to comment. If you continue to comment, leave will beSouth Australian Institute of Teachers. There was some

withdrawn. suggestion that the Institute of Teachers should play a major
The Hon. M.D. RANN: | am quoting from Dr Don role in the auditing of the Education Department, and there
Hopgood, who was a member of this House. was some suggestion from other unions that they should have

The SPEAKER: The honourable member is debating the@n intimate involvement in the Audit Commission’s review
issue. He will abide by the ruling of the Chair or leave will Of this State and its finances. We do not do such things: we

be withdrawn. do not get unions involved, and we do not get people
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Dr Hopgood said that a Liberal invol_ved in this process. We_get an outside_ bO(_jy to assess the

Government would legislate to eliminate the traditionalqu"?‘"Fy of the performance, finances and situation of the State

consumer protection responsibilities from the ConsumefS itis today. o .

Affairs Office. We have seeRightback!Now we are seeing We can surmise how difficult the finances are, and I have

‘Payback! made a number of statements about that over a period. Before
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Perhaps it would help the the €lection we made it clear that the Audit Commission

Deputy Leader of the Opposition if he read what Dr Hopgood/Vould report on the State’s finances and, indeed, that it would
said two days later. carry out some specialised studies, which it is doing, into

Members interjecting: education, health and water resources. It is important that this
The SPEAKER: Ordérl exercise be undertaken, because, unless we know the state of

. our assets, unless we know the state of our finances and
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: What Dr Hopgood said two . : : ;
days later in this Parliament, and it isftansard was that he unless we know how we are performing according to national

accepted the explanation by the member for Bragg and benchmarks, then as a State and Government we cannot hold

was disappointed that he had asked the question because éviz?e?fs high, because the information has not been

understood that the question that he had asked two days

earlier was incorrect. We know that we are facing an extraordinarily difficult

S situation, brought about by the mismanagement of the
Members interjecting: previous Government. We have to get a report which is not
The SPEAKER: Order! biased from the point of view of the participants and which
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Perhaps the Deputy Leader goes not involve the input of the South Australian Institute

should go back into his own files and look at some of thesf Teachers. We should not have the Institute of Teachers

things that he used to do. | recall that the previous Governinyolving itself in an audit, nor the Public Service Association

ment used to supply to the union movement the names of & any other union. When the Auditor-General reports on a

the people employed in the public sector who were not uniogepartment, he does not call in all the affected players and

members so that the union movement could take the mattghy ‘Would you like to make a submission?’ That is not the

up. ltwas a hit list, and that was one of the sorts of issues thqgay it happens. The Audit Commission is progressing

the previous Government used to get into. extremely well. There have been selected consultancies in the
I have no concerns about my actions in this Parliament anghree areas that | have mentioned. The Audit Commission

I'have put on the public record my position, which is that lwill be reporting during April, and the amount of information
was not involved—and if members wish to go back and lookhat is now coming to light is amazing.

at Hansardthey will find that | was not involved—in any

discussions relating to donations and the issue that is going MOTOR VEHICLE INSPECTIONS

on now. | think that the Deputy Leader ought to have a

discussion with the very honourable man that Dr Hopgood is, The Hon. M.D. RANN (Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
and, instead of being the sleazebag that this gentleman ison): My question is directed to the Minister for Industrial
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Affairs. During the discussions that the Minister had last yeacomplete back flip on the statistics and, in fact, we are riding
with the Motor Traders Association, which he has confirmedpn a crest in respect of new developments in the private
can he explain the extent to which the inspection of motohousing market. Northfield is reflecting that, and the honour-
vehicles being sold would upgrade the roadworthiness cdible member would be aware that Northfield is a joint venture
vehicles in South Australia, given that a large percentage dietween the South Australian Government and the private
vehicles change ownership infrequently and would not besector. | can advise the honourable member that the number
subject to inspection even if they were defective, and was ibf take up allotments is now greater than that budgeted. We
agreed that traders would conduct inspections for a fee if thead budgeted for 139, but they have now increased to 152.
system was introduced in South Australia? It has been such a success in recent weeks that the
Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Mr. Speaker. developers are planning to release Stage 5 ahead of time and,
Standing Orders require that Ministers must answer questions that stage adjoins a central park and some reserves which
for which they are responsible to the House. | would put it tocontain ornamental lakes, we expect the uptake to be even
you, Sir, that no Minister in this place as a shadow Ministergreater. | can also report that building work is progressing on

was responsible to this House for anything. the combined builder display village, and the first private
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order. dwellings of nearly 60 houses have been completed. Also, to
Mr Brindal: There is. reflect the success of the development and the private sector,

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Unley that which is involved, the Enfield council recently awarded the
he will be named if he again defies the ruling of the Chairproject the Outstanding Business Achievement Award. The
The honourable member left this House last Thursday in whairoject is a success; it is ahead of schedule, and | would
appeared to me to be a less than favourable dispositicaitribute much of that to the resurgence of confidence that has
towards the Chair. He is warned for the first time and will bebeen running through South Australia since the election.
named if it becomes necessary. There is no point of order.

The Chair will make a determination. If the honourable WOMEN'S ADVISORY SERVICE
member feels aggrieved, it is up to him to take the appropriate
action. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition. The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD (Leader of the Opposition):

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you for your protection, Will the Premier reaffirm his commitment to maintain the
Sir. A spokesperson for the RAA described the move toward$Vomen’s Advisory Service within the Premier's Depart-
compulsory inspections as an unnecessary impost oment? As the House would be aware, today is International
motorists, and said that inspections had no real effect on roatfomen’s Day. | have been informed that the Government is
safety and penalised the majority of motorists for the sake afonsidering abolishing the position of Women’s Adviser to
the minority. The spokesperson said that in New South Walethe Premier and the Women's Advisory Service within the
surveys showed that despite regular testing the rate dfremier's Department, contrary to a statement the Premier
unroadworthiness of cars was about the same as in otharade on 24 October 1993 when he said:

States. The Women'’s Advisory Service in the Premier’'s Department—
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: As the honourable member we’ll maintain that.

would be aware, there is a motion in the Legislative Council i .
to discuss this issue, and | understand there is reference to t eThe Hon. DEAN BROWN: | stand by the commitment

Eruronmen: Resoce an Bovlopmen comies | 1oce 1 OOCher 565 W vl manar vt servee
Members interjecting: ’ 9 ; ;

decisions are already being made as to how that is best
: |
The SPEAKER: Order! achieved. We have a Minister for the Status of Women, and
NORTHEIELD DEVELOPMENT itis appropriate that the Minister for the Status of Women be
the person who is responsible for this whole area.

Mr TIERNAN (Torrens): In light of the recently Without wanting to pre-empt decisions that | think will be
released survey from the Real Estate Institute, and thenade very shortly, | can say that we will be upgrading the
increase in affordability in housing in South Australia, can thestatus we give women in respect of the opportunity for
Minister for Housing, Urban Development and Local women to more fairly express their views to the Government
Government Relations provide any details of the progress dh @ much broader forum than has been the case up until now.
the new Northfield development? The recent slow rate ofn other words, we are upgrading the role that the status of
progress of the Northfield development is adversely affectingzomen has within the whole of Government and making sure
the quality of life of a large number of families who live in that it is far more effective. It is fair to say that when |
Hillcrest and Gilles Plains, in the District of Torrens, and thatbecame Premier | looked at the whole area of the Department
includes the redevelopment of primary schools in those areagf Premier and Cabinet and the way that the Women'’s
Any acceleration of the Northfield development project will Adviser sat there and, in many ways, the lack of influence she
be welcome news to the residents of Hillcrest and Gilled1ad across the whole of Government.

Plains. The former Premier now shakes his head, but that is

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: The Northfield develop- clearly the case. | indicate to the House that we are standing
ment reflects the growing confidence which has beeby our election promise because we want to make sure that
sweeping through South Australia since December. Prior tve upgrade the status of women within South Australia.
Christmas (the October/November period) all the statistics

and indicators showed very clearly that by this time this year MEDICARE
we would be in the grip of a major downturn in commence-
ments in the private housing market. Mrs KOTZ (Newland): Will the Minister for Health

As all observers will have noted, the trend has gone thenform the House of the South Australian Government’s
other way and we have seen a complete about-face, rasponse to the proposal to increase the Medicare levy?
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The SPEAKER: | point out to the Minister that this is a will have to pay. Struggling families will be asked to pay this
matter for which we do not have direct responsibility in thismoney. | ask members opposite: where is the social justice
State. in that? There is absolutely none. It is nothing more and

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: |acceptthat, Mr Speaker, nothing less than an increase in tax. This increase in taxation
but | point out that there is a Commonwealth-State agreemeig a classic socialist response to a major problem. It indicates
in relation to Medicare and, indeed, it was the Medicareghat the Federal Minister for Health has been rolled.
Agreement that affected so many country hospitals around the
State, including a number of electorates which swung from COAG MEETING
the Labor Party to the Liberal Party at the last election. So, .
whilst we do not have any specific taxation responsibility, we  The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD (Leader of the Opposition):
do have a major interest in this matter. Does the Premier now accept that his approach in the lead-up

| thank the member for Newland for her question, whicht0 the COAG meeting was wrong and that he was an abject
is particularly important as it deals with a Federal taxatiorfailure in arguing his position at his first heads of Govern-
increase. Nothing more and nothing less—increased taxatioflent meeting?

Senator Richardson, the Federal Minister for Health, has Members interjecting:

indicated that he wants this money for new initiatives. | point  The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Premier is out of
out to Senator Richardson that his old initiatives are noprder.

working, either. As | have said before, the Medicare levy is The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Prior to the Council of
nothing more or less than a Federal tax. It started at one péwustralian Government meeting in Hobart, the Premier said
cent; it went up to 1.25 per cent; last year it crept up to 1.4n this House:

per cent; and now we hear inexorably another 40 per cent |t concerns me that the Commonwealth Government is pushing
increase. It appears that it is by no means coincidental thahead with the Hillmer recommendations| thought | had put
this increased tax grab by the Federal Government comes $@Wn & pretty clear position that we were not accepting the
the same time as its decision that it cannot get the jobs le ommonwealth S St_ance' o _

up. It needs more money, and it will tackle this issue via thd2€spite the Premier’s apparent tough public stance prior to
Medicare levy. COAG, he was ineffectual in arguing his case and within 24

The system simply is not working at the moment; thishours totally re_versed his positi_on from opposing ;he Hillmer
much vaunted system is disadvantaging the very people féecommendations to supporting them. An article in the
whom it was devised. In fact, the massive shift to the publicAustralianof Monday 28 February, based on an interview
hospital system, because of the lack of incentive to b&vith Professor Hillmer, states:
privately insured, means the system is now so full that the Western Australia and South Australia dropped their publicly
foundations are cracking. The remedy is simple: the systeﬁfated objections and agreed to a uniform State position at a private
needs to offer people an incentive to enter the private healff{rledy meeting of the six Premiers in Hobart last Thursday.
system. So, let us look at the system that Senator Members interjecting:

Richardson—the much maligned Federal Minister for Health, The SPEAKER: Order!

according to the Prime Minister—is thinking of introducing ~ The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It appears that the Leader of

to try to encourage people to enter the private health systerthe Opposition does not even understand what happened at
The first reaction to that was from Access Economics, whiclthe COAG meeting. It appears that the Leader of the Opposi-
said that there would be an increase in private health insurertion does not even realise that the communique put down by
premiums of 20 per cent. Australian Private Hospitalsthe Federal Government, including the Prime Minister, was
Association indicated a potential increase of 12 per cent. totally rejected by the State Governments and thrown out.

In case members opposite believe that perhaps thodestead, the communique adopted by the State Governments
groups have a biased position, let us look at what the architetg¢flected exactly the position that | put in this Parliament.
of Medicare, Dr Deeble, said about Senator Richardson’s Let us look at some of the issues that were picked up in
proposal. He said that without any shadow of a doubt it wouldhe final communique and which | outlined to this Parliament.
increase private health insurance premiums by 10 per cenrftrefer to the fact that Hillmer would produce very significant
The reason people are getting out of private health insuranggoblems for State Governments throughout Australia, and
is that they cannot afford to be in it now. Quite frankly, particularly here in South Australia, with bodies like ETSA,
Senator Richardson is on the wrong track. Unfortunatelythe E&WS, the taxi industry and others. | refer also to the fact
unless something is done, the State will be left to bear théhat the States should have the opportunity to carry out an
burden once again of increasing financial pressures as peoladit to find out what the impact would be before agreeing
get out of the private health system and desert it in drovet® any Federal legislation. That is exactly the position that
because they cannot afford to be in it. This means that the/as adopted. The Deputy Premier was sitting there through-
public system, which was devised for people who are unableut this, including the private lunch that we had with the
to afford private health insurance, will become overburdened?rime Minister, where the Prime Minister backed down
with longer waiting lists and so on. completely from the Federal communique.

People with private health insurance actually pay three It was on the absolute insistence of South Australia that
times for their health care. First, they pay via their taxesjt was included that the Commonwealth must consider the
because everyone pays taxes, and the Medicare levy does patyment of compensation to the States for any loss of income
pay for the total health care bill. They pay a second time withthat the States may suffer as a result of Hillmer—again, a
the Medicare levy, which we hear the Federal Governmerposition | put down in the ministerial statement in this House
wishes to increase by 40 per cent. They pay a third time wheimmediately prior to going to the COAG meeting. So, | am
they pay very considerable private health insurance praiot quite sure what fantasy magazine the Leader of the
miums. What will happen if and when Medicare premiumsOpposition has been reading, because quite clearly, for the
rise by 40 per cent? The very people who can least afford first time, the State Governments got together and stuck to a
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line. We had a meeting on the Thursday before COAG, we There were extensive negotiations, and | acknowledge the
stuck to the line and we got our communique through, and itole of the Centre for Manufacturing in this regard together
was the Federal Government that had to back down. with its enterprise improvement program—coupled with this

The interesting thing that a number of State Premiers saiovernment's policies on workers compensation, industrial
to me was, ‘Gee, it is nice to have a Premier from Souttelations and a number of other initiatives that are creating a
Australia who is prepared to stand up for his own State, an@ro-business climate in South Australia, something which the
to stick to a position that has been put down by the other Stafeusiness community in this State has not had the benefit of
Governments.” What they found in the past was that formefor the last decade or more. We have been able to achieve
South Australian Premiers simply grabbed at the coat tails dinancial restructuring of SABCO, which has over 50 per cent
Keating and went along with everything he did, including inof the Australian market regarding a number of its products
respect of issues such as native title. | suggest that, if thand which is a well known household name right throughout
Leader of the Opposition has any doubt about that, he jugtustralia.
pick up the telephone and ring a number of the State Premiers Not only were we able to save SABCO and 85 jobs but
and ask for their views as to the stance taken by Southlso we have attracted from Victoria all the operations of the
Australia compared with earlier stances. Tomlin company, including its metal work, contract mould-

| am quite pleased to tell the Leader which Premiers iind facilities and administration from Geelong and Port
particular commented on this fact. It was the Premiers oMelbourne. The whole lot has now relocated in South
Victoria and New South Wales, the Chief Minister from the Australia, with the managing director relocating two weeks
Northern Territory, the Premier of Tasmania and the Premie®d0 into this State. That means that, instead of our just
of Western Australia, who even went to the bother offProtecting the 85 jobs, which was our initial objective, we
telephoning me the next day to reinforce his point of view.have also achieved expansion to 160 jobs in South Australia.
At long last, and for the first time, the Federal Governmenin addition to that, the Tomlin company is starting a three-
has stood up and recognised that there is a rightful place f@hift operation at SABCO in South Australia. It did not bring
the States in the Federation of Australia—something whictie other 80 workers over from Victoria; they are 80 new jobs
the Labor Government of South Australia was not preparegrgated in South Australia fo'r South Agstrahans. Whilst we
to stand up and insist upon. might have lost the Grand Prix to Victoria because of lack of

Mr ROSSI: First, Mr Speaker, | want to raise a point of diligence on behalf of the former Government, we are
order in respéct of these galahs on my right. attracting long-term jobs to South Australia from Victoria.

The SPEAKER: Orqler! If the honourable member for STATE DEBT
Lee wants to take a point of order, he must not comment or

make reflections on any other member. Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Does the Treasurer have a
Members interjecting: targeted debt reduction by the end of this year and, if so, what
The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Premier is complete- is the figure? On 6 October 1993, thdvertisereported that

ly out of order. If the honourable member wants to raise ahe then shadow Treasurer had said that the sale of land and

matter in relation to the conduct of another member, he mudiuildings would be a key element of a Liberal strategy

refer to that member by his or her district. expected to cut between $700 million and $800 million from
State debt in the first year of office. This statement was
SABCO reinforced on 3 December with the announcement that land

and building sales would contribute some $260 million
Mr ROSSI (Lee): Can the Minister for Industry, Manu- towards this target of debt reduction. On 24 February, the
facturing, Small Business and Regional Development explaiffreasurer told this House:
to the House how South Australia has managed to woo alittle || haq said that we were going to write off $800 million worth
bit of Victoria to South Australia? | read a small report on theof debt by 31 December 1994, obviously | would have been derelict
weekend about the reopening of the well known companyn my duty.
SABCO, the former South Australian Brush Company which\we would like to know what the figure is for this year.
incidentally, is in my electorate. | understand that the parent The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | think that the Opposition is
company has been convinced to relocate to South Australigard of hearing. | made a number of comments when we last
from Victoria. dealt with this same question. Not only are members opposite
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: This is another good news story hard of hearing but obviously they have no better thoughts on
for South Australia, hot on the heels of ACI ($90 million), their minds or any interesting questions to ask of the Govern-
Cathay Pacific and the Australian Aviation College, thement at this time, because they have seen how they have been
Lobethal mill, and now SABCO, a South Australian companydealt with.
which unfortunately went into receivership in 1992 with debts  Importantly, when we laid down a debt strategy we made
of some $24 million. As a result of that, the jobs of SABCOit clear from the beginning that it was a debt strategy to the
workers in South Australia were under severe risk, to thgear 1997-98. There was no confusion amongst anybody
extent that they agreed to take a cut in pay to try to keep thabout what the level of debt was to be in particular years
operation going in the interim. It looked like the companybecause we have never outlined that. We are trying to grapple
would not survive in the long term. with the budget we have been left with, for goodness sake.
A company by the name of Tomlin, of which Mr Robert And members opposite know just how flawed that budget
Happell is Managing Director, bought the company from thewas: they know all the dirty little things that were done with
receivers last year. His company operated a facility irthe finances to make a huge deficit into a surplus to make the
Victoria which employed some 65 people. At that stage, therbudget look a little bit better for the election.
was some risk of the operation’s being transferred out of So the last thing | would have put down was any strategy
South Australia and consolidated in Victoria. to reduce debt in this first financial year, simply because we
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did not know what the figures were: we were relying on theinquiry by his department into the future use of this facility
former Government, which had never been particularlyas a prison?

helpful or, in fact, honest about the way it approached the The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | thank the honourable
situation. Therefore, we can have no confidence in the figuresember for his question. First, it would be remiss of me not
that were provided at the time.We have never put down & congratulate the honourable member on his elevation to the
strategy for reducing debt in this financial year. We have saidront bench. | recall with fond memories the occasion on
‘Visit us again in 1997-98, and then talk to us about whethewhich the now member for Giles welcomed me when |

we have hit our targets.’ became Opposition spokesman for correctional services and
listed my predecessors, saying that | too would move on. |
LAKE EYRE BASIN must say that the member for Giles looks very good from

here in his new role, and | thank him for his time when | was
Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): During the Australian Opposition spokesman—
heritage ministerial conference in Canberra last week, did the Members interjecting:
Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources raise The SPEAKER: | would suggest to the Minister that he
any issue of concern to South Australia, in particular innow answer the question.
relation to the Lake Eyre Basin? The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | was going to mention,

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | thank the member for With your agreement, Mr Speaker, the former member for
Norwood for his question. | attended the biannual Ministerdlayford, Mr Gregory, who is no longer spokesman: there is
conference on heritage issues in Canberra. As a matter 8fnew spokesman.
fact, | was given the opportunity to chair a significant part of N0 member of my office or staff has been in contact with
that meeting, but before taking the chair | took the opportuni&ny wine growing or grape growing company. However, one
ty to advise the conference of the South Australian Governof my assistant directors from the Correctional Services
ment’s objection to world heritage listing of the Lake Eyre Department has, | understand, been involved in some
Basin and in particular its serious concern about not beingiscussions with a grape growing company to determine
consulted by the Commonwealth on the issue since cominghether there would be any interest from that company in
into office. Our objection was noted in the minutes of theworking with the Correctional Services Department to

meeting and | gained considerable support in the concern thaupervise the planting and growing of vines on the Cadell
| expressed at that conference. property and also to utilise the grapes from that property to

I had arranged a meeting to see the Hon. Ros Kelly iffy {0 do something to boost the income of that farm.
relation to the Lake Eyre Basin issue at 5.30 p.m. on Monday 1 nat particular avenue of investigation is one of many that
28 February but, for reasons known to all of us, that was ndg"® P€ing undertaken by my department at this time. The new
possible. | was running about three hours late. However, PPPOStion spokesman should be aware that the Correctional
used that time to meet with the Executive Director of the>€rVices Department is undertaking a number of areas of
Australian Heritage Commission, Sharon Sullivan, and fnvestigation to determine how we can best utilise our present
raised a number of other issues including the Old Queen®Brisons system and how we can best undertake a more
Theatre in Playhouse Lane, Adelaide. | advised Ms Sullivaffective prison industry service. .
of my support as Heritage Minister and also of the supportof !N this State at present we spend about $8 million per
the Hon. Diana Laidlaw as Arts Minister for the restoration@1num on prison industries with a net return of just $800 000.

of the Old Queen’s Theatre, and | sought information abouf hat makes our prison industries in South Australia some of
possible sources of Comménwealth funding. the most inefficient, if not the most inefficient, in Australia.

,In many other States they are able to utilise income from

Th thgﬁ;ng]egso?éégts tlr}lg;tsri Vgﬁ”ﬁ;ﬁl ?;ﬁﬁ’ /txhui%?iggﬁﬁr} t%Irison industries to reduce the overall cost of imprisonment.
y officers will continue to pursue those areas of investiga-

restoration is a matter of national significance, dese.r\./ln% n to determine how we can make our prison industries

national, State and local support. It represents a magnifice .
] X . ; uch more efficient.

opportunity to combine heritage and the arts with suppor

coming from the three spheres of government and the o\ APARINGA INSTITUTE OF VOCATIONAL

community, and | am pleased to advise the member for EDUCATION
Norwood that | will be further pursuing the issue through
each sphere of government. Mrs ROSENBERG (Kaurna): My question is directed

So my time was used constructively, and | am pleased thab the Minister for Employment, Training and Further
yet again | had the opportunity to make quite clear, particularEducation. How will the capital works project currently under
ly to the Commonwealth Government representatives whavay at the Noarlunga campus of the Onkaparinga Institute of
were at that meeting, the attitude and the policy we have iNvocational Education help address the training and employ-
this State regarding the world heritage listing of the Lakement needs of young people living in the Noarlunga region?
Eyre Basin. As the local member for the Noarlunga area, | am concerned

about the high levels of unemployment and the lack of
CADELL TRAINING CENTRE training opportunities, especially for young people.
The Hon. R.B. SUCH: | thank the member for Kaurna

Mr FOLEY (Hart): Has the Minister for Emergency for her question and her ongoing interest as the local member.
Services or any members of his office or of the CorrectionaWork has started on the Noarlunga campus and, in particular,
Services Department had any discussions with representatives upgrading the car park. Work will start shortly on the
from the wine or grape growing industries concerning thebuilding expansion. The southern area, of which that campus
future use and possible sale of the Cadell prison property ant a part, has one of the lowest participation rates for TAFE
if so, were any agreements reached that would pre-empt thie the State, being less than half the rate for the rest of the
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metropolitan area. That area also has some of the higheation of every institution in South Australia to determine how

youth unemployment levels not just in South Australia but inour prisons system can best be utilised and how costs can be

Australia. contained. When that process is completed and the recom-
It is important that the area be provided with adequatenendations have been put to the Government, | will report

training facilities not only for young people but for people of back to this Parliament further.

other age groups as well. The new facility, which has been The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:

approved by Cabinet, will cost about $11.7 million and will The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Giles.

be completed by June 1995. It will cater for the emerging

growth in the viticulture, retailing, tourism and community SPEED CAMERAS

services areas, as well as expansion in the existing areas of

business studies, computing, hairdressing, hospitality and a Mr De LAINE (Price): Wil the Minister for Emergency

range of other programs. It is an exciting new developmeniServices inform the House of the rationale behind the

TAFE is in an expansionary phase in South Australia and, agecision to erect speed camera signs for motorists to see after

Minister, | intend to drive it vigorously to ensure that our they have passed through radar units? How will this innova-

work force has the best training opportunities in Australia andion prevent people from feeling that the radar units are not

that it is used to create employment opportunities both in thamerely revenue raising devices?

region and in other parts of the State. The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: Along with other Govern-
ment reviews of previous Government inefficiencies, we have
PRISON CLOSURES had a look at exactly how speed cameras have been used in

South Australia. In Opposition | continually claimed, as did
Mr FOLEY (Hart): Has the Minister for Emergency many of my colleagues, that speed cameras were not being
Services undertaken a study of the impact that the closure @fed effectively for road safety purposes. On coming into
prisons at Port Lincoln and Cadell will have on local government and discussing the ways in which cameras could
economies, and will he say what consultation he has had witbe better utilised with the Police Commissioner, it seems that
local communities and with the members for Custance anghose cameras were not being used effectively to bring down
Flinders? On 1 March this year the Minister confirmed thathe road toll.
his department was examining the future of key prison As a consequence, at the request of the Commissioner and
faciIities, that this was Ilkely to result in the closure of thein consultation with me, the Police Department has been
small prisons at Cadell and Port Lincoln, and that thesejeveloping a more effective way of utilising speed cameras
prisons had been ordered to justify their existence or facg ensure that they are not used for revenue raising purposes
closure on economic grounds. but as an effective and efficient road safety method. When
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | repeat that at presentin that review is completed and decisions have been made by the
our department we are examining the prisons system t@ommissioner, | will bring back to this Parliament the details
determine how it can best be utilised. The reason for that—of how speed camera operation will occur in South Australia.
Mr Atkinson interjecting: If the honourable member has seen a sign in any location
The Hon. WA. MATTHEW:. If the honourable member in the metropolitan area of the nature that he describes, it is
listens, he will hear the reply to the question. At presenthere because the sign is part of a trial and, when the trials are
South Australia has the most expensive prisons system pesmpleted, the department will be in a better position to make
capitain Australia. This Government has inherited a prisong, decision and henceforth a recommendation.
system that compares with prisons systems in other States as
follows. Excluding capital, in South Australia we have a cost TAPESTRIES
of $56 438 per capita to keep a person in prison for one year.
The next worse State is Victoria, which has a cost of $43 389. Mrs HALL (Coles): Is the Premier aware of a serious
Itis quite a difference from $56 000 to $43 000. Queenslanguggestion that the Government intends to hang a woman
has a cost of $39 170; Western Australia, $42 919; Tasmani&gter this year in the House of Assembly?
$41 780; the Northern Territory, $43 139; and New South The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | must confess that there are
Wales, $23 375. plans to hang not one but three women in the House of
When | cited those costs previously while in Opposition,Assembly later this year. As members would realise, there is
the previous Government claimed they were wrong: the specific proposal to hang two magnificent tapestries in this
previous Government through two successive Minister€hamber. Those tapestries are now b&wogen in themain
claimed that those costs were wrong. Since coming tdoyer of the National Australia Bank in King William Street.
government, we have confirmed through the Department dfwas there last week and watched a number of the overseas
Correctional Services that those costs are correct. Southriters who were visiting Adelaide as part of Writers Week
Australia has the most expensive prisons system in Australiaveave part of the tapestries—a very small part—and | have
Whether the Opposition likes it or not, this Government hasvoven asmall share myself in the black area. The tapestry is
a mandate for change, and | think it is reasonable to expeatagnificent even though it is yet unfinished. It is a tapestry
that the taxpayer would want us to bring down the cost obf the portrait of women but the detail of the signatures on the
imprisonment in this State and, in so doing, to make sure thaapestry needs to be seen to be believed.
we have effective prison industries and that we are providing | make a timely reminder to everyone in South Australia,
effective education and rehabilitation programs. One cannaind especially to members as they sit in this Chamber, that
point to those factors in South Australia and even suggest th&outh Australia led the world, first, in giving women the right
our costs could be higher because of education/rehabilitatiaio vote and, secondly, in giving them the right to stand for
being more effective, because it is not. election to the Parliament. It was a unique step. Suffragists
I am not about to pre-empt what my department’ssuch as Mary Lee, who will be one of those depicted in the
recommendations may be to me. It is undertaking an evaluapestry, did so much for the cause of women, not just here
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in South Australia and Australia but throughout the world. Iwith us, and this year primary producers in South Australia
am delighted that our Parliament is about to pay tribute tavill have no fear of any inability on the part of this Adminis-
that. At least two of these rather sombre looking gentlemetration to make the decisions.

will have to come down to make way for the women, but that
will not be before time. | hope that these tapestries become
a permanent feature of this Parliament and a permanent
reminder to all South Australians that in so many areas they
have helped to lead the world in establishing a democracy. |
would hope, therefore, that even the Opposition is prepared GRIEVANCE DEBATE

to take one further small but very significant step to allow

voluntary voting in South Australia so that, 100 years after The SPEAKER: The proposal before the Chair is that the
women were given the right, this right may also be exercisedfiouse note grievances.

here in South Australia.

Mr BASS (Florey): Two weeks ago my colleague the
SPORTS PARK member for Torrens identified a problem in his electorate
associated with the behaviour of the youth of today and
Mr QUIRKE (Playford): My question is directed to the attendance by police. Not long ago, the actions of some police
Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing. What progress i@t Football Park were also brought up in this House. Today
being made on the golf course project at State Sports Parkwish to use this grievance debate to speak on behalf of the
Further, will the Minister give a guarantee to this House andg/oung policemen and policewomen who are patrolling our
the city of Enfield that this project will continue and the land streets today. Because of the nature of their occupation and
will not be used for other purposes such as housing? its military-style system of control, they do not have the
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Yes, the golf course is Opportunity to answer criticisms or to explain their actions.
proceeding at State Sports Park. | have not received aryfeel that | have some expertise in this area because, as a
information through my department to give me any concerngolice officer for 33 years, for some time | was actually one
about the future of the project. | am very happy to obtairof those front line police officers who deal with youth. | mu_st
additional details for the honourable member, because | kno@@y that, although my colleagues and | were front line police
of his interest in the project. State Sports Park has thefficers many years ago, it was in a different era and we not
capacity to accommodate many sports. With discussion@nly were supported by the public but also had the respect of
taking place involving sporting groups that have asked to béhe youth of the day, and we were supported by a senior
considered out there, it is difficult to say exactly which sportsexecutive group.
will end up at State Sports Park, because some sports have At this time | must comment on the two Commissioners
difficulty in being located out on the northern extremity of of Police in office early in my career: Brigadier John
metropolitan Adelaide when many of their participants liveMcKinna, who was without doubt a magnificent leader of
in the southern or western suburbs. men and women and who led by example; and he was
I think the golf course is an excellent idea. | am veryreplaced by another great leader of men and women, Com-
supportive of the golf course in that area and see no reasdRissioner Harold Salisbury, who was without a doubt a man
why any other sport would encroach on it. Certainly, | haveévho went out of his way to meet the troops, supported by his
no plans for urban housing development in the area current¥yonderful wife Joan, who never missed visiting the wife of

designated as the golf course. a sick or injured police officer. This type of leadership and
support gave all police officers the will to carry on with their
MOUSE PLAGUE duties. | make no criticism of the present Commissioner of

Police, as he is Commissioner in a different time and he has

Mr VENNING (Custance): My question is directed to a different style from that of Brigadier McKinna and
the Minister for Primary Industries. Is the Department ofCommissioner Salisbury.
Primary Industries in a position to act quickly in the case of However, times have changed. In my opinion, the Police
another mouse plague? South Australia had a serious mouBerce has become top heavy with commissioned officers all
plague last year, and the previous Government lost five to sidtesperately trying to climb the promotional ladder. Past
valuable weeks of control time while it made up its mind howGovernments, mainly the Labor Government, put in place
best to control the problem. In all probability South Australiamany social changes which in many cases have caused the
will face another serious mouse problem this year. family unit to break apart. We have a vocal minority now that

The Hon. D.S. BAKER: | acknowledge the honourable goes out of its way to complain against whatever police
member’s perception of the incompetence of the previousfficers are doing or when they are trying to carry out their
Administration in saying it lost several weeks before anythingduties. | might say that they are carrying out their duties with
happened. It was a shambles last year: it cost many produceduced power; subject to cross-examination of everything
in South Australia a considerable amount of money, anghey do—not only once in the courts, but by the internal
many had to resow their crops two or three times because gblice investigation branches of ACB and 1IB, the Police
the previous Administration’s inaction and inability to make Complaints Authority, the NCA or by their own commis-
a decision. However, this time everything is under controlsioned officers. From my own personal experience, | can tell
Strychnine will be used again if necessary, and it will bethe House that when one is investigated for simply doing his
permissible to use it from the air. Mouse numbers arer her job it can be a harrowing experience and an experience
building up, especially in the Mallee and on the West Coastihat most police officers do not wish to go through a second
and they are getting close to horticultural areas in thdime.
Riverland. We are all ready to go. Victoria has contacted | said that there has been a reduction in powers. Police
South Australia to find out our methods and is working inofficers can go to groups of people who are drunk and
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carrying on but they have no power of arrest. If police The issue of the territorial ambitions of the new republic
officers carry out what they legally are allowed to do, thenis at the heart of many Greek concerns. That view is perfectly
very often they are criticised and never allowed to explairunderstandable given the violence and turmoil throughout
exactly what they were doing and the reason they did it. | saynuch of the former Yugoslavia. It is even more significant
that it is time we got behind our young police officers andwhen we hear Russia politicians like Zhirinovsky talking of
gave them support to do the job. It is a job that they can dthe creation of a Greater Bulgaria that would include the new
if they simply have the backing of this Government, therepublic and perhaps part of northern Greece. Greeks in South
Parliament, the public and their senior officers in the PoliceAustralia and across the nation also remember the invasion
Force. of Cyprus and when the international community sat on its
hands. They fear that, if their territory were to be invaded,
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Deputy Leader of the Opposi-  they may again receive little help from other nations.
tion): | rise to speak on the Greek community’s concerns The parliamentary Labor Party in South Australia
about the recognition of the former Yugoslav republic ofunderstands all of these concerns. The Prime Minister needs
Macedonia. At the weekend | was one of a number ofo consult the Greek community urgently to make sure that
members of Parliament who addressed a rally of well ovehe, too, understands these concerns. | welcome the efforts of
10 000 members of the Greek community, including BishogSenator Nick Bolkus in attempting to organise a meeting
Joseph and distinguished reverend fathers: Peter Soustastween the Prime Minister and community leaders. It must
Basil Taliangis, John Kiosogoulous, Charlie Moshakis, Nickbe recognised that the Prime Minister put conditions on the
Niarchos, Con Marinos, and other leading representatives ¢ecognition of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,
the Greek community. including that the use of the word ‘Macedonia’ must be

The message | gave to that rally on behalf of the Leadef€ttled in a way that does not cause further tension with
of the Opposition and the State Opposition in South Australi§>réece; that Greek concerns about territorial ambitions be
was both simple and clear. This followed a meeting on Frida)DU”y met; and that international concerns about the treatment
at which the Leader of the Opposition, myself and rnyof minorities be satisfied. All of these things must be done,
parliamentary colleague Michael Atkinson met with represen@nd the Greek community of Australia must see that they are
tatives of all sections of the Greek community. At thatP€ing done. The Labor Opposition of South Australia does
meeting it was once again made clear that Greek Australiarftt object to the people of the Skopje region having an

have many legitimate concerns about the former Yugoslaifdependent State. No-one does, not even the Greek—
republic of Macedonia and its recognition. The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time

Indeed, the Leader of the Opposition has written to thehas expired. The member for Unley.

Prime Minister calling on him to reconsider the recognition  \1 BRINDAL (Unley): In the brief time available to me

of that country and urging him to consult with Greek y,qay | wish to raise a matter on which | have addressed the

Au_stra:|an cr?mrﬂurgty Iel?ders as a matter of urgegcyh It 1$40use before. | refer to the increasing concern to institution-
quite clear that the Greek community’s views must be heard;iqe matters relating to social justice almost as an industry.
at the very highest level. We know that members of the GreeK o e acknowledged in this place on many occasions the

community in this State and across the nation are deeplyiiaiyes taken by the previous Government in addressing

']Erouble(\i(by thle usebol_f th(fe ,atar %f VefgiT”ﬁ inSthe flfag of thenany important facets of issues relating to social justice in
ormer Yugoslav public of Macedonia. The Star of Vergina,,r Soiety. | gave some indication to the House then of what

is associated with the family of the great Greek leadey ejieye are growing concerns about the fact that, when a

Alexander the Great. Itis clearly a Greek symbol and, as 4y /ernment decides there is a priority and that priority is to
said at the rally and as | said two years ago at a similar rallye cejve hudget consideration, the first thing that it does is to
there must be no rewriting of history; there must be NOsg¢ 5 an army of bureaucrats to administer the money which
attempt to falsely recast the role of Alexander the Great ing appropriated by the Parliament.
history. While it is laudable to put money into areas of social
The Federal Government has already indicated to thRistice and to give money to those who are in need, it is less
Government of the new republic its concern over the use ghudable to give millions of dollars supposedly for social
this symbol. The South Australian Labor Party has called ofustice, very few dollars of which filter through to the people
the Federal Government to go further. | believe that thectually in need and most of which goes to looking after an
Federal Government should formally recognise the Star ofrmy of bureaucrats who are supposedly there to help the less
Vergina as purely a Greek symbol. The Leader of th&grtunate.
Opposition has written to the Prime Minister on this matter. | have related to this House before that some years ago |
It shpuld be unacceptable to all of us to see the Star ofyas in Ceduna where | picked up a paper put out by the
Vergina on the flag or Coat of Arms of any other country. Aporigines in the area. They had calculated that per head of
How would other Australians feel if the Eureka Stockade ﬂag:)opmation more than $1 million had been given for every
appeared on another country’s banner? Aboriginal man, woman and child in the Ceduna area, and the
The appearance of the White Tower of Thessalonika opaper at the end cryptically commented, ‘How many
bank notes in the new republic is similarly offensive to themillionaire Aborigines do you know?’ | think that is the crux
Greek community. How would we in Australia feel if the of the problem.
Sydney Harbour Bridge or Ayers Rock appeared on foreign We are told that ATSIC has grown into a bureaucracy and
bank notes? As | pointed out to the rally, Australians who ardas a plethora of funds that it invests. If we go on to North
old enough should remember how they felt about offensivderrace, to parts of Elizabeth and into Victoria Square we do
bank notes prepared by wartime Japan with Australiamot see much evidence that the problems that a few of those
symbols on those bank notes in preparation for the occupatiqreople have are diminishing. Rather, we see that the problems
of Australia. are, if anything, not going away. ATSIC seems to have a
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propensity for putting a bandage on the sore rather thati South Australians tried to think of the number of Olympic
dealing with the real issue. As | travel around Adelaide athletes we have developed in relation to swimming, most
unless it is my eyes, there appear to be more and more lega¢ople would find it hard to come up with the names of five
aid offices to help Aboriginal people when they are inswimmers who have attained Olympic gold. However, with
trouble, but there does not seem to be much evidence oéspect to States such as Queensland and New South Wales
offices being available to address the needs of Aboriginalve can all think of Perkins, Holland and so on, who have
people before they get into trouble. achieved that high standard, and that is because indoor

I should like to point to an excellent example of good facilities are available in those States for school children and
practice which comes from the Aboriginal communities inyoungsters to improve and train all year round.

Central Australia. | refer to the Imparja television licence  An indoor aquatic centre would offer the community
which they successfully contested against commercigicilities associated with recreation and general fitness. It
interests and which they have run for a number of yearsyould also provide family activities in this Year of the
Among the best use of public broadcasting that | have everamily, which is most important. At present the people in the
seen in this country are many of the advertisements on socigbuth-western suburbs have to travel into the city to use that
justice matters put out by the Imparja television station. Ongype of facility. This development, which the City of Marion
would have to describe them as advertisements, butthey agas been trying to establish, would offer employment
really Community bulletins which deal with matters relating opportunities in the south-western area. It would provide
to children and their need to do homework and the fact tha’émpbyment for between 120 and 150 peop|e in the manufac-
children who need to do homework are disturbed if they comeuring phase of the facility; it would provide full-time
from an environmentin vvlhich.t.here is arguing and drunkenemployment for 15 people in the design of the facility; and
ness and, therefore, the inability to concentrate. it would provide jobs for up to 50 people in the construction
Those advertisements have been very good, but iBhase of the indoor aquatic centre. In other words, a total of
Adelaide’s much more complex society, and with all the215 people would obtain full-time employment associated
resources that we have in Government, we seem to be moygith this facility. Following the construction phase, the
happy to employ bureaucrats to sit, meet and discuss thgcility would offer 10 full-time jobs.
problem endlessly and report that somehow the problem is ¢ rop0sed facility has attracted a lot of knockers. The

for ever escalating than actually to apply money to addresg;, of Marion has gone cap in hand to both State and Federal
and fix it. | suggest that the only money thatis well Spent ing oy ernments. The State has referred it to the Federal

the area of social justice is that which is applied to the peoplg; /e nment. Unfortunately, the previous State Government
who are in need to alleviate the need or to provide preventlvgpilt more money than the City of Marion requires. The
measures.

d this would offer development to the south-western corner

should be put in place so that people do not continue to fall¢ A gelaide, and that means jobs, tourism and growth. Let us

into the trap. This Parliament should apply money for social, ;¢ the knockers behind us: let us make the hard decisions
justice, not for bureaucrats to become fatter and sit at et us develop this State.
conferences toasting the disadvantaged people they seek to

Serve. Mr QUIRKE (Playford): | wish to note the answer given

Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): Mr Acting Deputy Speaker, here this afternoon in Question Time to a question | asked of

I wish to speak about the lack of grants to communities in th he Minister fqr Recreation, Sport a}nd Racing. The answer
south-western areas of Adelaide. For some time the City e gave to this House was unequivocal support for a golf
Marion has been attempting to develop an indoor aquati ourse to be constru_cted on_land at State Sports Park, Gepps
centre on Oaklands Road at a cost of between $5 million ang"°SS: l gqmmend .h'm fq( h's. answer and | Ioo.k forward to
$6 million. At that location presently there exists one Iarget e provision of this facility in my electorate in the near
olympic pool. However, that pool has problems associate ure. ) ] )
with the seasons dictating its usage, because in a cool summer The history of this project goes back over many years.
season there is very little usage of that pool. As a result, th@ne of the first commitments | made when | ran for Parlia-
school children in the area have limited facilities for learningment in 1989 was that | would support a golf course on that
how to swim. parcel of land to ensure the open space nature of those lands
There is also the ongoing problem—uwhich receives higts an important buffer in an area where, unfortunately, there
publicity—of the high number of people in this State who doiS & great deal of urban |nf|I.I, and already vast expansions of
not have expertise with regard to swimming and who do nohousing such that the entire character of the area will be
learn to swim. We have the problem of deaths in pools an§hanged.
the requirement to fence pools to protect people, but for some Indeed, | note that the Regent Gardens project, through to
unknown reason we do nothing to create facilities for childrerthe proposed Walkley Heights project, and utilising lands at
at schools so that they can participate in swimming lesson#orthfield—both agricultural land and surplus Hillcrest land
When the seasons are good their swimming lessons afehen those problems are resolved)—and surplus Yatala
usually restricted to three days in a full year. As well,lands and others, will see something of the order of 7 000 to
swimming pools in areas such as Marion are there for th& 200 allotments, a project which dwarfs anything else in the
community. area and which is about half the size of the Seaford project.
If there was an indoor aquatic centre in the City of Marion,That project will be largely finished during the life of this
it would offer training facilities for Australia’s future athletes. Parliament.
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So, it was pleasing today to hear the Minister give athe Grand Prix. In 1992, members of the Operations Branch
guarantee not only to this House but also to the City ofgave 452 member days and about 6 000 hours and treated 901
Enfield that the project which was started many years ago arhtients over the four-day period. In 1993, members gave 587
which has been sharpened in the past couple of years is tember days—quite a substantial increase—and 7 689 hours,
proceed. | have had some discussions with the City oénd treated 634 patients. | believe that the very kind weather
Enfield, and the final question to be resolved is that of watehad something to do with that: it was not very hot, so there
quality and the availability of water for this golf course at thewere not many heat-related problems.
site, because the commercial rates of water would be such However, it takes a fair number of staff and volunteers to
that the golf course would not turn a quid and, as a consesrganise the service and to attend to the needs of the public.
guence of that, underground water and the retention dfis something thatwe all take for granted. These people are
stormwater on the site is absolutely essential for the commethere and, whilst they are in a uniform that can be easily
cial nature of this project. recognised, no-one seems to take much notice unless they

The City of Enfield has advised me that it is now satisfiedneed attention. | believe it is very important that we record
with the water analysis that has been made. It is now waitingn Parliament our appreciation of the service of the St John
on the Department of Recreation and Sport to continue withmbulance volunteers. The fact that they attend the Grand
discussions that have taken place over the past years, so tifaix means that they are recognised as ambassadors for the
the City of Enfield can finally put the project to its own Grand Prix and for South Australia at a time when about
members and proceed with it on the basis that the Departme8t000 overseas visitors and about 27 000 or 28 000 visitors
of Recreation and Sport will part with the land and that thefrom interstate—mainly from New South Wales and Victoria
City of Enfield will be the preferred developer. —attend the race. Let us put it on record: if it were not for the

One of the problems with this project last year was theattendance at the Grand Prix of the Victorians the numbers
interference of the Australian Democrats and some othewould be down dramatically. It is these volunteers who help
people in the area and, in particular, one or two noted cohort9 make the attendance at these events just a little more
of the Demaocrats in the area who sought to undermine thisomfortable. Of course, they are there to help and assist at
project for some silly reasons, including a handful of treesany time.
which had been put in the wrong place. Indeed, the Depart- | was surprised to read the summary of treatments as
ment of Recreation and Sport did not cover itself with gloryreported for the 1993 Grand Prix. On the Thursday there were
in the whole exercise. 43 treatments compared to 96 in 1992; on the Friday there

Itis pleasing to see that the Government, those now on theere 119 treatments compared to 171 in 1992; on the
other side of this Chamber, as well as the former Governmerfiaturday there were 230 treatments compared to 273; and on
and now the Opposition, are fully behind this project. Ithe Sunday, which of course has the biggest attendance rate,
welcome the Minister's answer to my question. It is quitethere were 243 treatments compared to 361 in 1992. The
obvious that the Australian Democrats were much morétatistics show a total of 634 treatments for 1993 and 901 in
worried about a few trees than about the overall nature of thét992. There are several staff who deserve commendation as
land. Some sort of development is absolutely essential to kespell as the volunteers for organising and coordinating the
the basic open space character of that area. | simply say nowhole operation. The public has come to expect St John to
that a number of discussions took place in my office last yeaattend and to provide peace of mind and assistance. The
between all interested parties, and those issues relating to tagded bonus on this occasion was that so many of the
forest were resolved to the satisfaction of all parties convolunteers could speak 13 different languages. That must help
cerned with the exception of the Australian Democrats, whan any function such as this. We can be very proud of the
turned up only to the first meeting—they did not come backefforts of these people.
after that—and showed no more interest in the project.

Mr BECKER (Peake): | received the February issue of
a magazine callebh Black and Whitewhich is put out by St
John Ambulance (South Australia) Incorporated. | was
delighted to read an article entitled ‘A new initiative’, which SITTINGS AND BUSINESS
advises readers that hundreds of Japanese who attend the .
Adelaide Grand Prix were surprised to learn that there were 1he Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move:
several St John Ambulance volunteers at the course who_1hat the time allotted for completion of the following
spoke their language. B'”S' |

St John has led the way in providing volunteers to the Clé?r%(}:/ﬁonal Services (Prisoners’ Goods) Amendment
Grand Prix for some years—and Certa'my IaSF year—who Electoral (Abolition of éompulsory Voting)) Amendmenf,
between them speak 13 languages including German, pay-roll Tax (Miscellaneous) Amendment,
Vietnamese, Italian, French, Chinese and Japanese. TheseLocal Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Amendment and
volunteers wear a special badge for easy identification. An Petroleum (Submerged Lands)(Miscellaneous) Amendment
added bonus was that the St John volunteers became unoftie until 6 p.m. on Thursday 10 March.
cial ambassadors for the Grand Prix and for South Australia, Motion carried.
with visitors from many lands seeking their advice on a wide
range of topics. The work that St John does at major sporting WORKCOVER CORPORATION BILL
events such as the Grand Prix has not been made known
publicly at all. Of course, it is a real challenge for the The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Minister for Industrial
Victorians to match our efforts. Affairs) obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act to

I was also amazed to read the statistics surrounding therovide for the reconstitution of the Workers Rehabilitation
operations and the efforts of our St John Ambulance staff z&and Compensation Corporation and its continuation under the
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name ‘WorkCover Corporation of South Australia’; to amongst other reforms, the Liberal Party’s worker safety
provide for its functions and powers; and for other purposesolicy, a policy which had been released publicly and debated

Read a first time. during the State election campaign. That policy clearly
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | move: promised to the community that the necessary structural
That this Bill be now read a second time. changes to these laws will be made to ensure a fairer and

Approximately seven years ago the former State Laboaffordable system. The people of South Australia, including
Government introduced a new system of workers compensarany thousands of employers and employees alike, endorsed
tion and occupational safety, health and welfare into Soutkhese policies just 12 weeks ago. Today the State Liberal
Australia. That legislative package was a major change frorovernment fulfils its policy undertaking to the people of
previous laws on this topic and involved the repeal of theéSouth Australia by introducing these much needed reforms
1971 Workers Compensation Act and the 1972 Industriainto this House.

Safety Health and Welfare Act. It is necessary at this juncture to point out to the Parlia-

The new laws introduced some seven years ago, asent the justifications for structural reform to the WorkCover
explained by the then Minister, now member for Giles, wereand occupational health, safety and welfare laws. The
to have some high ideals. A number of these ideals, ijustifications are these: first, the current system fails to give
particular the streamlining of the workers compensatiomproper priority to the joint responsibility of workplace safety,
system and the emphasis upon rehabilitation of injuredhat is, the responsibility of both the workers and the
workers, were quite sound social goals. However, as angmployers; the current system fractures the WorkCover
objective observer over the past seven years would know, tHgoard along philosophical policy lines thereby inhibiting
lofty ideals of the former Government have met a rocky pathefficient decision making and administration; thirdly, the
If members of this Parliament listen to what industry andcurrent system fails to integrate or relate the administration
employees are saying in the community, the 1986 legislationf the WorkCover system with the administration of the
has fallen far short of achieving those high ideals painted bpccupational health, safety and welfare system, despite there
the former Government in 1986 and 1987. being clear areas of overlap where duplication can be

This is not to say that the existing WorkCover system hagliminated or reduced; fourthly, the current system contains
failed outright or that the pre-existing system was preferablesome manifest inequities for both employers and employees;
What it does say is that a system such as this, which conand, fifthly, the current system is nationally and international-
bines industrial, social and economic principles, must bdy uncompetitive. | think it is worthwhile repeating that: the
refined and restructured on an ongoing basis to ensure that allirrent system is nationally and internationally uncompeti-
of its basic objectives are met on a fair basis. This is wheréve.
the word ‘failure’ is an appropriate expression—not failure  Sixthly, the current system is open to, and in some cases
of the WorkCover scheme in itself, but failure by the previousallows, quite unreasonable claims and rorts to be compen-
Labor Government to accept over the last seven years arsated; seventhly, the current system fails to give proper status
criticism of the 1986 legislation and a manifest failure by thatto the proper role of policy making, which should, after
Government to make the structural reforms necessary duririgipartite consultation, be the responsibility of those who are
the last seven years in order to put the WorkCover angolitically accountable, thatis, the Minister and the Govern-
occupational health and safety schemes on a more equitabteent; and, eighthly, the current system with its promotion of
and more affordable basis. inefficiencies and abuses is unaffordable, thereby putting at

Therefore, to the extent that the previous Labor Governrisk the long-term capacity of the scheme to deliver full and
ment made some reforms in 1986, it now stands equallfair benefits to those workers who are genuinely injured at
condemned by its head in the sand attitude in which it failedvork and nationally competitive levy rates that industry can
to acknowledge its mistakes over the next seven years. afford.

One just has to simply look back to the former Govern- It is to the continued shame of the previous Government
ment’s attitude a couple of years ago when the Parliament halat it closed its eyes to these deficiencies and failings of the
to take the Labor Government kicking and screaming to @urrent scheme. As it did with so many other areas in which
select committee of inquiry in order to expose some of thét mismanaged this State, it failed absolutely the test of
deficiencies and inequities in the legislation—and that at accountability. On how many occasions did we hear the
time when claims, unfunded liabilities and levies were out oformer Government tell this Parliament, tell employers, tell
control. Even worse, it was only through the combined effortemployees, tell the unions, tell the medical profession, tell
of every member of this Parliament, excluding the membersehabilitation providers, tell self-insurers or tell the legal
of the ALP, that any changes at all were made to the schemprofession that, if they had a problem with WorkCover or
changes which were belatedly foist upon the previoumccupational, health safety and welfare laws, it was not the
Government by this Parliament. Government’s problem: they should go and speak to someone

Contrasted to this short-sighted and irresponsible attitudelse, either a member of the WorkCover Board or a
of the former Government, the Liberal Party now in govern-WorkCover manager.
ment in this State has the willpower and the vision to make This approach was the ultimate expression of political
the necessary structural reforms to South Australia'srresponsibility. Quite clearly, the former Government knew
WorkCover and occupational health, safety and welfare lawsr should have known that the WorkCover board and
Moreover the Liberal Party not only has the willpower andmanagement were obliged to operate within the parameters
vision: it has the mandate of the people of this State. | repeatf the imperfect system that the Government itself had
not only do we have the willpower and vision but we alsoestablished. This failure of accountability for policy must be
have the mandate of the people of this State. On 11 Decembgeut to an end. The WorkCover board and its management and
1993 the people of South Australia rejected the inaction anthe managers of occupational health, safety and welfare laws
incompetence of the previous Labor Administration. On 11must be permitted to get on with the job of managing the
December 1993 the people of South Australia endorsedcheme whilst the Government of the day must be account-
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able for policy. Our structural reforms embrace thesen surplus is being paid in levies today because we are not
objectives. nationally or internationally competitive. Even more concern-
Contrary to the repeated claims by the previous Governing is the fact that in recent years the previous Government
ment that the WorkCover scheme was affordable and had rehose to mask the unaffordability of the scheme by relying
funding problems, the facts are that over the life of theupon the natural decline in costs and claims as a result of the
scheme the average levy rate rose from 3 per cent in 1987-88ss of employment in an economic recession created by the
to 3.24 per cent in 1992-93, peaking at 3.79 per cent ipolicies of both State and Federal Labor Governments.
1990-91. Even during 1993, with claims artificially low due  For the record, it is important to point out that, for the
to recessionary unemployment, the average levy rate was 2.86arter ended in December 1993, the WorkCover quarterly
per cent, more than 1 per cent higher than comparableerformance report, the quarter managed by the previous
national schemes. This represents an added cost to Soudthbor Government, expresses major concerns at the con-
Australian industry of $90 million every year—an absolutelytinued growth of claim numbers and points to little overall
appalling position. improvement in the number of long-term claims. That report
After seven years, South Australia has a workers compersays that the corporation management believes the mid-year
sation scheme which has the highest levy rate in Australigactuarial report possibly underestimates the scheme’s
This state of affairs will cease. The biggest single challeng@utstanding liabilities and that the annual review will more
for this Government in this area is to reduce the average lev§learly review the impact of recent experience. Itis patently
rate to a figure equal to or less than the average levy rate @Pvious that the previous Labor Government sought to
other schemes in Australia whilst maintaining benefit level@ichieve a full funding status of the scheme by relying upon
which are both affordable and equitable to employers anfeduced claims caused by recessionary unemployment.
employees alike. The uncompetitiveness of our workers Equally obvious is the fact that, unless structural reforms
compensation system cannot be lightly dismissed. Indee@'e¢ made as a matter of urgency and priority, increased
this was a theme of the former Minister's second reading@mployment arising out of economic recovery will blow out
speech when he introduced the scheme into the Parliament ¥¥orkCover's claim numbers and unfunded liability to an
12 February 1986. He said at that time, and it makes Verynacceptable level. Again, that is not hollow rhetoric. In
interesting reading: recent days, WorkCover has advised the Government that the
Itis patently clear that a further round of premium hikes IiesjustsavIngs to the sche_me arising out of these amendments W'"
around the corner unless decisive action is taken to reform th0 no more than simply hold the average levy rate at its
system. There are, of course, other pressing reasons, both social aturrent uncompetitive level of 2.86 per cent. | think that
B o0t eI 20 o205 (0 be repeated and understoad. these changes (o he
be severely eroded. This Bill addresses thFe) critica[l plrJobIerT]15 tha?tChem.e will do no more tha}n simply hold the average levy
South Australian industry now faces. rate at its current uncompetitive level of 2.86 per cent. What

S that means is that this Parliament—
That was the current member for Giles in 1986. Seven years Members interjecting:

after the introduction of the scheme we are saying exactly the The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: This is absolutely compar-

same thing, and exactly the same problem exists. ln.thfﬁg like with like, because what this is doing is signalling the
meantime, we have had a dlsorganlsed and absolutely m'xegi(act position of our scheme now, not any mystery scheme
up and messed-up compensation scheme. in the future. Last week, the board received a report that said

Applying that standard, the very standard which theya; njess changes were made we would have to stay at the

former Government set for its scheme, the scheme has fail isting uncompetitive average levy rate. We have been

South Australian industry. Even the most basic economics q{,oqwinked for the past two years by the previous Labor
industry policy would recognise that South Australia will fail Goyernment when it said that everything was about to turn
to achieve employment growth and will fail to become 44,nq. |t was not turning around at all. All that was happen-
nationally, let alone internationally, competitive whilst costsing was that the claim numbers were going down and that
to industry such as WorkCover costs remain nationally, o< the only thing that was turning the scheme around.
uncompetitive. This fact cannot be ignored. This is not a  \ye were being hoodwinked by the previous Government.
matter of hoIIow_poIiticaI rhetoric: it is purely and simply & \yjithout these amendments the WorkCover Board would
real problem _Wh'c_h must be addressed now. have no option but to recommend to the Government an
Members interjecting: _ increase in average levy to 3.15 per cent or an extra $25
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross Smith was mijllion from South Australian industry each year. The

warned earlier today. | have been lenient with him for the pasgrevious Labor Government told us that the scheme was fully

10 minutes; | ask him please not to interject. funded, that it had the scheme under total control in terms of
Mr CLARKE: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to the claims costs, yet 12 weeks later when we ask the question,

state of the House. ‘What is the position of the scheme?’ we are told that right
A quorum having been formed: now, unless these changes are made, the WorkCover Board

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | note clearly the interest will have to recommend to me an increase in average levy
of the Opposition: two members have now come in to listerfrom 2.86 to 3.15 per cent.
to this important legislation. For this reason, this State What a sham perpetrated by the previous Government, and
Government will put every possible resource into ensuringhe member for Ross Smith, with his mate the previous
that the average worker levy rate in this State is reduced. INinister, knows full well that every South Australian has
approximately 18 months we aim to have a figure of 1.8 pebeen hoodwinked by the stories that were being put around
cent—a figure which would make our scheme nationallyby the previous Government about how efficient and well
competitive and which would allow the current $90 million managed the WorkCover scheme was. It will cost South
of additional levies to be channelled by industry intoAustralian industry an extra $25 million next year just to
constructive employment growth. | repeat that: $90 millionbalance the books unless we make these changes. The
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changes we are now putting before Parliament are doing nemployers and employees and to exclude, so far as is
more than holding the line. We are not going ahead as wpossible, abuses and rorts in the areas of journey accidents
hoped we would be doing: we are merely holding the lineand stress claims. Unless these changes are made, employers
because the previous Labor Government hoodwinkewill unfairly continue to fund a significant percentage of road
industry and the community. The situation is a disgrace. accidents in this State.

However, as | said at the time, every dog has its day, and Unless these changes are made, the system will remain
the previous Labor Government has been caught again. |tW@§)en to abuse and exploitation, thereby prejudicing its
caught with the State Bank and it has now been caught witbapacity to deliver fair benefits to workers genuinely injured
regard to WorkCover. As | said previously in this place, lat work. Unless these changes are made—
always suspected that things were not as they seemed, andp;, clarke interjecting:
now we see in a formal report—not my figures—to the = o BEPYTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross
:/r\(grgg}%"ﬂireBgf;]rgrwgteai?v%f?:fgggggg? '?Onriz?(idctﬁ;ﬁndsmith_ WiII_come to order. The honourable member has not
Clearly, tha’E state of affairs cannot be aﬁowed to existgleéeen in this House very long, but | suspect he has t_)een Init
would l;e gross irresponsibility for this Parliament to fail 'to'iong enoggh to realise that he has been. warned twice today

- by two different occupants of the Chair. One warning is
recognise the urgent need for these reforms or to hegd th ually sufficient, and | assure the honourable member that
(l:lf%r manokl)ate provided by the people of South Australia O he wishes to remain in the House to listen to the rest of the

ecember 1993. . . debate he will do so in silence. The Minister.

There are no credible alternatives to the reform package The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Thank Mr D
the Government is now proposing. Importantly, the reform € mon. 5.A. - Thank you, Mr Deputy —

eaker. Unless these changes are made, the system will

are primarily structural, and unless the structures are corre X e =
WorkCover will be unable to operate efficiently. Unless thefSMain open to abuse and exploitation, thereby prejudicing

structures are correct, duplication of administration betweel]S capacity to deliver fair benefits to workers genuinely

workers compensation and occupational health, safety adajlﬁred In thﬁlworlgpll(?ce.bumess thesef(f:h?jn%(les are rpadde,éhe
welfare will continue. Unless the structures are correctocc€ WIT quickly become unafiordable, untunde

policies will be introduced or ignored without political liabilities will blow out as they did in the late 1980s, levy
accountability. Unless the structures are correct, employe|r tes will increase, and South Australia will be }he loser.
and employees—the most important participants in th nle'ss these changgs aré ”.‘ade- employe(s will have the
scheme—uwill continue to feel remote from the workings ofUnfair burden of funding injuries beyond their control and
the system. Therefore, the structures must be changed. outside the workplace, while workers will have no incentive

In addition to making the necessary structural changes, e adopt some responsibility for safety and self-insurance

is the Government’s intention to put safety in the WorkplaceOUtSIde the workplace.

back on the top of the agenda as the primary social objective !N recent days a number of members of this Parliament
in this area. It is the State Government's intention to ensur8ave made public comments concerning these journey
that both employers and employees adopt as a matter of t@@mden_t amendments. | emphasise to all members that the
highest priority a shared vision for the prevention of work>tate Liberal Government has a clear and unequivocal
related injuries and diseases and the development of healtfjandate to introduce this reform. Our worker safety policy,
and safe workplaces through a balance of education, motivissued before the State election, specifically undertook to
tion, regulation and enforcement. restrict claims for journey acc_lden_ts to exclude the routine
This social priority underpins the Government's desire fod@Urney to and from work but still to include any work related
greater consistency in administration and policy between thiourney. Any frustration of this policy change will in effect
Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation Act and theétand in defiance of the mandate for change given by the
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act. The GovernPeople of South Australia to this Government on 11
ment will be true to its pre-election promise that an additionaP&cember 1993.
$2 million of funds per year will be targeted for education ~ These changes to the structure and administration of
and prevention programs designed to establish safer workvorkers rehabilitation and compensation, to occupational
places, particularly in small business and higher clainhealth, safety and welfare, and to journey accidents, stress
industries. claims and related matters will not be a panacea for all the ills
The Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Advisoryof the existing scheme. There must and will be more changes
Committee, with its responsibility to report directly to the in the August session of this parliamentary year: changes that
Minister, will further sharpen this focus on safety in the Will arise from an assessment of the scheme by the new board
workplace. At all times safety in the workplace will becomeand by the WorkCover Advisory Committee. They include
the overriding objective and will be understood by employergnatters such as: rehabilitation practices; the two year review
and workers as a joint responsibility within their respectiveof claims; the return to work provisions; the level of benefits;
areas of control. In both the private and the public sectors thi&e role of the medical and legal professions; and the review
Government will ensure that the chief executive officers oforocess of dispute resolution.
South Australian businesses or Government departments will These changes are, however, the first necessary steps.
be responsible both under the Act and in practice for safetyVithout these first steps the weaknesses of the Act caused by
and prevention programs in their workplaces. the stubbornness of the previous Labor Government will
Following from these structural changes, this package ofontinue to burden the scheme, with disastrous consequences
legislation makes a number of necessary and urgent changies South Australian employers and employees. This package
to provisions of the Workers Rehabilitation and Compensaef legislative reforms that the State Liberal Government is
tion Act, particularly in the area of journey accidents, stressiow introducing comprises three Bills: the WorkCover
claims and alcohol or drug induced injuries. These changeSorporation Bill 1994, the Workers Rehabilitation and
are designed to provide a more equitable system betwed€tompensation (Administration) Amendment Bill 1994 and
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the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare (Administrasidered appropriate and desirable by the Government and the
tion) Amendment Bill 1994. board of the corporation.

I will now deal with the relevant policy matters in the A further significant variation to the role of the
WorkCover Corporation Bill. This Bill proposes the estab-corporation proposed in the Bill is in the area of policy advice
lishment of a new Act, the WorkCover Corporation Act 1994,to the Government. The restructured corporation would not
to provide a new board for the WorkCover Corporation anchave the power to determine high level policy matters
to vary the corporation’s functions and powers as a result ofoncerning workers rehabilitation and compensation or
the abolition of the Occupational Health and Safetyoccupational health, safety and welfare. These policy making
Commission and the merger of some of its activities into thepowers, including consideration and preparation of new
restructured corporation. Itis proposed that the current boardgislation, codes of practice and regulations, are to be vested

of 14 persons be replaced by a board of seven. in the Minister upon the advice of two statutory advisory
This new board will be a management board, operatingommittees, namely:

along commercial lines and not fractured by divisive policy - The Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation

or legislative debates which inhibit sound management. One Advisory Committee to be established by amendments

of the seven will be nominated by the Minister after taking to the Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation Act

into account recommendations of associations representing  contained in a separate Bill; and

the interests of employers and one will similarly be nomi- . The Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Advisory

nated after taking into account recommendations of Committee to be established by amendments to the

associations representing employees. The other members will Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act, also

be recommended by the Minister for appointment by the contained in a separate Bill.

Governor on the basis of relevant expertise to manage thene poard clearly will remain responsible for specified

corporation on a commercial basis. matters relating to the administration of the two Acts and the

It'is crucial that the WorkCover Board be a corporate,seration of the corporation—a multi-million dollar business.
board operating on commercial lines, without philosophical\mendments to the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare
divisions over policy. This is particularly so when it is

. ... Act contained in a separate Bill propose the abolition of the
recognised that WorkCover manages assets of $779 m'"'or@ccupational Health and Safety Commission. As a conse-

has an income of $280 million per year, has administrative, ;ence, and in line with the inclusion of the responsibility for
S IM$he administration of various functions under the Occupation-
of.$26l million per year. Indeed, the need for a commercially,, Health, Safety and Welfare Act to the proposed restruc-
oriented board was acknowledged by the former Labog,req corporation, it will be necessary to transfer certain staff
Government in 1986 when the then Minister stated in higy ihe existing Occupational Health and Safety Commission
second reading speech that: to the corporation (and possibly in some cases to the Depart-
The creation of the sole authority to operate along corporate linement of Industrial Affairs). This Bill provides for that transfer
on a non-profit basis is central to the reforms and to the achievemegk ¢iaf and for staff to be transferred to the Department of
of real COSth Savings. , . _Industrial Affairs or another administrative unitin the Public
Once again, however, the former Government's actions di@erjce if that is appropriate. Any such transfer would be
not match its objectives. In order to achieve a balancedyithoyt loss of accrued rights in respect of employment.
commercially oriented board, members of the board will need -, 5, amary, this Bill will facilitate the restructuring of the

to be drawn from persons with expertise in fields such agqninigtration of occupational health, safety and welfare laws
workers compensation and rehabilitation, insurance adm|n|s‘j{nOI workers compensation in this State. It will establish a
tration and mvestmen:, manag;a_merllthanﬁhfmagce,f htumaﬁructure geared to greater management efficiency and less
resource management, occupational heaith and satety, aHHpIication. It will integrate many of the services provided

employee representation. to. and the requi
; h . . , quirements placed upon, employers and
The Bill also outlines the conditions of membership of theemployees. Further integration will occur progressively to

board, the members’ duties and responsibilities and how thg, e that occupational health and safety and compensation
boargl ShOUId. conduct its proceedmgs. The§e ProviSIons atg, 4 rehabilitation of workers is managed in a coordinated
consistent with those relating to the establishment of othe fficient, equitable and affordable way. | commend the BiII’

Zyatu:pry bfotar\]rdsl,:aglc_i ege in Iint(_e Witg ttheltphilosophy datn o the House and seek leave to have insertédbinsardthe
irection of the Fublic Lorporations Act. 11 1S propose .Oexplanation of the clauses without my reading it.
vary the functions and powers of the corporation to provide Mr Clarke: Objection!

that the corporation be empowered to administer the Occupa- ) N

tional Health, Safety and Welfare Act 1986, in addition to the, 1€ DEPUTY SPEAKER: We have an objection. There

Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1986 and anﬂ? no alternative but for the Bill to be read in its entirety.

other legislation prescribed by regulation. The H(_)n. G.A._ I_NGERSON: | thank th_e member for
Non policy making functions previously assigned to theRoss Smllth for giving me a further feadlng lesson. | can

Occupational Health and Safety Commission have generalf§SSure him that in the future he will get a couple. The

been incorporated in the revised functions of the corporatiofiXPlanation of the clauses is as follows:

in this Bill. The proposed powers of the corporation will be ~ Clause 1: Short title. This clause is formal.

sufficiently broad to allow it to perform its management Clause 2: Commencement. The measure will come into

functions within the framework of legislative policy. For operation on a day to be fixed by proclamation.

example, the corporation would have the power to enterinto  Clause 3: Interpretation. This clause sets out the defini-

any form of contract or appoint agents or engage contractoitéons required for the purposes of the Act.

to assist or carry out any of its functions. This would allow Clause 4: Continuation of Corporation. The Workers

the corporation to use the services of private insurerfehabilitation and Compensation Corporation is to continue

companies and to manage claims if that approach is coras the WorkCover Corporation of South Australia.
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Clause 5: Constitution of board of management. Theeport (including, for example, information about occupation-
Corporation will now be managed by a board of several health, safety or welfare).
members appointed by the Governor. Clause 20: Chief Executive Officer. The corporation will

Clause 6: Conditions of membership. The conditions oftontinue to have a Chief Executive Officer. The CEO will be
membership of the board will be determined by the Governomappointed by the board after the board has consulted with the
A term of office will not exceed three years (and a membeMinister.
will be eligible for reappointment at the expiration of aterm).  Clause 21: Other staff of the corporation. The corporation

Clause 7: Allowances and expenses. As is the case withill be able to appoint its own staff, who are not Public
the current board, a member will be entitled to fees, allowanService employees. The corporation will also be able to use,
ces and expenses determined by the Governor. Payments wilith the approval of the responsible Minister and on mutually
be made from the Compensation Fund. arranged terms and conditions, employees of the Department

Clause 8: Disclosure of interest. This clause will requireof Industrial Affairs or other Crown employees. The Minister
a member who has an interest in a matter before the board Will also be able to transfer departmental officers to the
declare the interest and withdraw from the room. Thecorporation after consultation with the corporation and any
Minister will be able to require a person who has, in therelevant industrial organisation.

Minister’s opinion, an interest which is not consistent with  Clause 22: Superannuation. The corporation will continue
the proper performance of duties to discharge the interest, oo be a public authority under the Superannuation Act 1974.
to resign from the board. Clause 23: Use of facilities. The corporation will be able

Clause 9: Members’ duties of honesty, care and diligenceo use the resources or facilities available in both the public
This clause sets out various duties and standards that mustéwed private sectors.
performed and observed by a member of the board. Clause 24: Government Finance Authority Act not to

Clause 10: Validity of acts and immunity of members. Anapply to corporation. The corporation is not a semi-Govern-
act or proceeding of the board is not invalid because of anent authority under the Government Financing Authority
vacancy in its membership or a defect in an appointment. Act 1982.
member of the board will not incur any personal liability in  Clause 25: Protection of special name. The name
the performance or exercise of functions, duties or powersiorkCover’ will continue to be afforded statutory protec-
liability will instead attach to the Crown. tion.

Clause 11: Proceedings. This clause sets out various Clause 26: Exemption from stamp duty. The corporation’s
matters relevant to the proceedings of the board. Fivexemption from stamp duty on account of any insurance
members will constitute a quorum of the board. business carried on by the corporation will continue.

Clause 12: Functions. This clause sets out the functions Clause 27: Regulations. The Governor will be able to
of the corporation. These functions will now include the make regulations for the purposes of the Act.
administration of the Occupational Health, Safety and schedule. This schedule sets out the various transitional
Welfare Act 1986, the Workers Rehabilitation and Compenpyrovisions associated with the measure. The schedule will
sation Act 1986, and any other legislation prescribed by thexpressly provide that the members of the board of the
regulations. The corporation will be responsible to promotgorporation holding office on the commencement of the
or support the formulation of policies and strategies thatelevant clause will cease to hold office. The Governor will
promote occupational health, safety and welfare or thge aple to transfer the staff of the South Australian Occupa-
rehabilitation of injured workers. The corporation will als0 tjonal Health and Safety Commission to a Government

be responsible for the efficient and economic operation of thgepartment, or to the corporation. The regulations will be able
workers compensation scheme under the Workers Rehabilitgs deal with other matters of a saving or transitional nature.

tion and Compensation Act 1986.
Clause 13: Powers. This clause sets out the powers ofthe Mr CLARKE secured the adjournment of the debate.
corporation, which include the power to appoint agents or
engage consultants (subject to ministerial consent in circum\WORKERS REHABILITATION AND COMPENSA-
stances specified by the Minister). TION (ADMINISTRATION) AMENDMENT BILL
Clause 14: Corporation to have regard to various differ-
ences in the work force. The corporation will be required to  The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Minister for Industrial
take into account various differences in the work force. TheAffairs) obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act to
corporation will be required to ensure that informationamend the Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation Act
provided in the workplace is in a form and language appropri1986. Read a first time.
ate for those expected to use it. The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | move:
Clause 15: Committees. The corporation will be able to  That this Bill be now read a second time.
establish committees. This Bill is the second in the package of three Bills relating
Clause 16: Delegations. This clause sets out théo structural reform of South Australian workers compensa-
corporation’s powers of delegation. tion and occupational health, safety and welfare laws. In my
Clause 17: Accounts. The corporation will continue to besecond reading explanation to the overriding legislation—the
required to keep accounts and to satisfy various accounting/orkCover Corporation Bill—I outlined the Government's

standards and practices. policy objectives and the justification for these measures.
Clause 18: Audit. The corporation will continue to have  This second bill proposes amendments to the Workers
at least two auditors. Rehabilitation and Compensation Act to:
Clause 19: Annual reports. The corporation will continue - introduce statutory objects which balance the interests

to produce an annual report. The regulations will be able to of employers and employees in applying the
specify various matters which must be included in an annual WorkCover legislation.
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(This is a very important issue, because for the first time waimply to remove the existing parts of the Act relating to the
will have a ‘fairness’ clause which recognises that bothboard and its powers and functions.

employers and employees have to be dealt with fairly.) The advisory committee to be established under this Bill
provide for the restructuring of the board of the will be responsible for the provision of advice to the Minister
corporation. on:
establish the workers rehabilitation and compensation - the formulation and implementation of policies relating
advisory committee. to workers rehabilitation and compensation.
abolish compensation under the WorkCover scheme - proposals to amend the Act or regulations.
for most injuries arising during journeys to and from - any other matters relating to workers rehabilitation or
work. compensation.

abolish compensation under the WorkCover schemé is intended that this advisory committee will enhance the
for most injuries arising during authorised breaks butripartite consultative process, but have sufficient flexibility
outside of the workplace and outside of the employer'sn membership (and through its sub-committees) to properly
control. perform its functions. In order to sharpen the focus of
abolish compensation for certain injuries caused byaccountability for policy matters, the Minister, with advice
alcohol or drug consumption by employees. from the advisory committee, will deal with matters of policy
vary the provisions relating to compensation for stressn relation to the legislation. The WorkCover Corporation and
related disabilities. its board will be responsible for managing and administering
clarify the provisions relating to the power of the scheme in accordance with those policies.

WorkCover to commute weekly payments to a lump  Coverage

sum. There are three areas of coverage under the current scheme
clarify the appeal powers of the workers compensatiorwhich this Bill proposes to remove, namely—
appeal tribunal. - injuries occurring during journeys to and from work

These amendments are aimed at streamlining the operation - injuries occurring during authorised breaks outside the
of the corporation and removing compensation for certain workplace or unconnected to work
injuries which are clearly outside the control of the employer - injuries caused by alcohol and drug consumption
and do not occur at work. These amendments introduce Journey Claims
greater equity in balancing the interests of employers and It is proposed that injuries arising as a result of a journey
employees. These amendments reduce the capacity for abuseor from work (such as a journey between the worker’s
and exploitation of the WorkCover system. place of residence and workplace) not be compensable. Itis
These amendments are also expected to improve tHarther proposed that injuries arising from journeys between
financial viability of the WorkCover scheme as a first steptwo workplaces with different employers—and one should
towards improving the competitive position of South note ‘different employers’—also not be compensable. Most
Australia regarding the costs of workers compensatiomf these journeys will, however, be compensable under the
insurance. compulsory third party motor vehicle insurance system.
I remind the House that, as | said in the previous secontiowever, journey injuries will continue to be covered if the
reading explanation, unless these amendments are made jbarney is undertaken as part of the worker's employment or
WorkCover board will have to increase the WorkCover levyat the express direction or request of the employer.
from 2.86 per cent to 3.15 per cent, because we were This approach to journey claims has already been taken
hoodwinked about the increase in claims and the potentiah some other Australian jurisdictions. | noted earlier that the
cost to the scheme. member for Ross Smith said that this is an automatic,
Obijects of Act expected exercise in the labour market. Perhaps he ought to
The current Act does not contain specific statutory objectdalk to some of his Labor mates in the other States and, in
The Government believes that outlining statutory objects iparticular, the Commonwealth to see what in fact is happen-
industrial legislation is of value to a proper understanding ofng or is about to happen. It is consistent with the recommen-
the purpose and policy objectives of the Act. It should alsalations in the recent draft report of the Industry Commission
be of value to the courts when interpreting and applyingnquiry into workers compensation arrangements in Australia.
provisions of the Act. The objects proposed for the Workerst is both necessary and equitable.
Rehabilitation and Compensation Act reflect the necessary Workers compensation legislation should compensate
and appropriate balance between the interests of employersorkers for injuries at work—not outside of the workplace.
the interests of employees and the public interest in legislaSouth Australian employers should not fund road accidents
tion of this type which has important industrial, social andor injuries outside of their control—that is the combined
economic significance. The proposed amendments specificaksponsibility of the community at large and the individual
ly require judicial and quasi-judicial bodies (such as theworker. Further, the extent to which the current journey
Workers Compensation Appeal Tribunal and review officers)rovisions are abused and stretched beyond their intended
to interpret the Act in light of its objects and without bias application is a matter of grave concern to the Government—
towards the interests of employers or workers. Whilst thisa concern which can only be remedied by parliamentary
legislation is remedial, it is remedial to both the interests ofaction.
employers and employees, and should be interpreted and In recent weeks | have already provided this Parliament
applied as such. with examples of these abuses. Journey accidents represent
Board and Advisory Committee about 4.5 per cent of claims and approximately 7 per cent of
The structural changes in relation to the corporation'sannual costs after recoveries, and that is after recoveries. The
powers and functions and the establishment of the advisomate of claims is increasing. When translated to dollar figures
committee are outlined in the report on the WorkCoverthere are significant costs to the scheme: some $22 million
Corporation Bill. The proposed amendments in this Bill areper year before recoveries and $15 million per year after
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recoveries. The removal of these claims will enhance the These interpretations by the court are totally at odds with
financial status of the scheme, will enable a clearer focus otie original design of the scheme which intended to remove
maintaining fair benefits for employees genuinely injured a ‘lump sum’ mentality and provide weekly income support.
work and will reduce the current premium pressure onThe court’s interpretation threatens to undermine the viability
employer levy rates. As mentioned, this measure will havef the scheme.
a net cost saving to the scheme of approximately $15 million The proposed amendments to section 42 are intended to
per year. address these issues by giving absolute discretion to the
Authorised Breaks corporation to make or not make a commutation payment and

This Bill also proposes the removal of compensation covef® ensure that such payment discharges the corporation’s
for injuries occurring during authorised breaks away from thdiability to make weekly payments. Consequential changes
workplace, or at the workplace before or after work where thd0 section 35(6) and (6a) refer to the effect of a commutation
worker is involved in an activity unrelated to his/her employ-On the worker's entitlement to weekly payments in respect of
ment. future separate injuries.

Again, this approach is consistent with the views express- 1 1€ Proposed changes to section 44 are intended to bring

ed by the Industry Commission that employers should be helff!€ Provisions relating to the commutation of a spouse’s
accountable for injuries that are within their control or €ntitlement to weekly payments in line with those applying
influence, but should not be accountable for injuries outsid& workers under section 42. These measures will have a
of their control. These claims represent approximately .5 pepotential cost saving to the scheme of approximately $5
cent of claims, or approximately $1 million dollars per million to $10 million per year relative to present costs.

annum, of which only $100 000 is recovered. This measure Stress Related Claims . .
will therefore have a net cost saving to the scheme OL Itis proposed that the provisions relating to stress claims
approximately $900 000 per year. e amended to require a clearer causal link between employ-

Drug and Alcohol Related Claims ment and the disability. The changes would require that stress
: . . ._arising out of employment be ‘wholly or predominantly’ the
It is proposed that compensation be removed in relatio

to injuries which are wholly or predominantlyattributableto'aaluse of the disability. It will include, in this statutory

; : definition, both an illness of the mind and a physical manifes-
the influence of alcohol or drugs voluntarily consumed by th‘?ation of that illness. For it to be compensable the changes

worker (other than a drug lawfully obtained by the WorkerWould also exclude compensation if the stress is wholly or

andlﬁror:jsumgld Irl] accotrtc.iance \(/letht.thte dlrictlons qfta Iegall}Sredominantly attributable to a reasonable act, decision or
qualitied medical practitioner, dentist or pt a_rmaus_). requirement in connection with the worker's employment or
_This provision is an extension of the existing serious andnade under the Act affecting the worker. This amendment
wilful misconduct provision contained in the Act and s iy create greater equity in the determination of stress claims
justified by reference to the Government's priority on safetyanq will help eliminate, so far as is practicable, claims which
in the workplace. The amendment recognises that employeggstitute an abuse or exploitation of existing benefits. This

as well as employers have responsibility for workplace safetyneasure will have an approximate cost saving to the scheme
It is also warranted by the current community standards iy ¢6 million per year.

relation to drink driving and the unlawful use of drugs. Itis  \ygrkers Compensation Appeal Tribunal

also consistent Wlth_the pr|nC|p_Ie that empl_oyers_should only The Bill proposes minor amendments to clarify the powers
be accountable fqr injuries which are within their control. ¢ the Workers Compensation Appeal Tribunal in circum-

The proposal is necessary and reasonable. A workergances where it is necessary for the tribunal to set aside and
injury will fall outside the ambit of the Act Only if a clear remit a decision of a review officer.
causal link is established between the injury and the volun-  symmary
tarily ConSUmption Ofdrugs or alcohol. Similar prOViSionS are In summary, these Changes Comp|ement the necessary
contained in workers compensation legislation in some othestryctural changes to workers compensation and occupational
Australian jUriSdiCtiOﬂS. The 1971 South Australian Act, hea|th, Safety and welfare laws. They introduce greater
repealed by the previous Labor Government in 1987, alsgquity, overcome current anomalies and ambiguity, and
contained a provision which embraced this concept. restrict or remove compensation where the cause of the

Commutation of Weekly Payments disability is genuinely out of the control of the employer.

The Act currently provides that a worker (or dependant However, employers will continue to be held accountable
spouse in the case of a deceased worker) may ask tlier those injuries which are within their control or influence,
corporation to commute his/her entitlements from weeklyand decisive action will be taken to ensure that employers
payments to a lump sum. Interpretation of the currentake whatever steps are considered appropriate to prevent or
provisions by the courts in some recent cases has resultednminimise the extent of injury and disease in the workplace
the corporation’s having very limited discretion to refuse anand to provide fair benefits for those genuinely injured at
application for a commutation in cases where it does notvork.
consider it appropriate (such as where the future liabilities are  These changes represent potential savings to the
uncertain). In some cases the courts have also determined tivlorkCover scheme of approximately $27 million to $32
the worker is entitled to receive a lump sum partial commutamillion per year, a saving which will prevent any further
tion and continue to receive (reduced) weekly payments, thugcreases to levy rates over this year—a very important issue.
undermining the main purpose of the commutation, that being Unfortunately, we did not believe that this was the
the finalisation of the liability to make weekly payments. All situation because we had been told by the previous Govern-
of those who have been here since 1986 know that that wasent that it was not the case. Unless this occurs, we will have
never the intention of the Act, whether it be a Liberalto increase the levy from 2.86 per cent to 3.15 per cent. That
Opposition—now a Liberal Government—or a previousis a tragedy for South Australia. It is a total deceit by the
Labor Government, now the Opposition. previous Government, but it now means that this legislation
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is a matter of urgency, not a matter of structural change anchore, the matters that cannot give rise to a stress claim have
trying to improve the scheme. Purely and simply, surgery ideen revised to include any reasonable act, decision, require-
required to amend the falsehoods and the direction it wasent or instruction made or given in the course of, or in
taking, about which the previous Government did not tell thisconnection with, the worker’s employment, and any reason-
place. | commend the Bill to the House and seek leave table act, decision or requirement under the Act. The effect of
have the explanation of the clauses insertedHansard this will be that the matters currently within the ambit of

without my reading it. section 30(2a) of the Act will be subsumed into a general
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is leave granted? provision relating to stress-related claims, and that a liability
Mr CLARKE: | object, Sir. for a stress-related claim will not arise if it can be shown that
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | ask the Minister to resume the stress is not attributable, to a significant extent, to a
with the explanation of the clauses. reasonable act, decision, requirement or instruction of the
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Clause 1: Short title. This employer or to a reasonable act, decision or requirement of
clause is formal. the corporation or an exempt employer.
Clause 2: Commencement. The measure will come into  Thirdly, new section 30B relates to misconduct. Subsec-
operation on a day to be fixed by proclamation. tion (1) is in similar terms to existing section 30(7) of the Act.

Clause 3: Substitution of s. 2. Itis proposed to enact aypsection (2) addresses the effect of certain actions on a
objects provision for the Act. The provision will set out the clajm for compensation. It will now be a bar to a claim to
basic principles that underpin the workers rehabilitation angyrove that the disability is wholly or predominantly attribu-
compensation scheme established by the Act and th@ple to serious and wilful misconduct on the part of the
objectives of the legislation. Subsection (2) is a direction tqyorker (compare existing section 56(1)), or to the influence
any person who exercises judicial or quasi-judicial powers alcohol or a drug (other than a drug lawfully consumed in
under the Act to Interpret the Actin ||ght of these ObjectS anqaccordance with the directions of a recognised expert).
to avoid a bias towards the interests of employers or the Clause 7: Amendment of s. 31—Evidentiary provision

interests of workers. The key feature of this amendment is found in new section

Clause & Amendment O.f > 3—Interpretat|on._Th|s claqs% (2). Itis proposed that the Act specifically provide that a
makes various consequential amendments relating to defln(a ability is not compensable unless it is established on the

terms under the Act. Recognition is also to be given to th i o
. X . -~ . alance of probabilities that it arises from employment. The
:glgeu?;ntgﬁsnew advisory committee in providing advice ONactis presently silent on where the burden lies when a claim
y i . . is made under the Act. The exception is, and will continue to
Clause 5: Substitution of part II. This clause provides fOrbe, in relation to disabilities that come within the operation

E:rz)entriizza}lnoefx?;g ALngECej eﬁg S(:S;?;tgg\rgo;g?ﬁg \I/\S/OTE\(/;VJSOf the second schedule (where the effect is such that disabili-
P fits are presumed, in the absence of proof to the contrary, to

Corporation). In addition, however, the clause provides fon;1 . . . !
el . . ave arisen from employment). The advisory committee (in
a new Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation AdVISOryaddition to the corporation) will be able to make recommen-

Committee. The committee will assist the Minister by :
providing advice on policies affecting the administration Of?:gtluolgfic:g extend the operation of the second schedule by

the Act. The committee will also advise the Minister on .
various relevant legislative proposals and report to the Clause 8: Amendment of s. 35—Weekly payments. This
Minister on other matters relating to workers rehabilitation@mendment is consequential on proposals to amend the
or compensation. The committee will be able to conducPperation of sect|0n_42 _of the Act and is intended to ensure
public meetings and inquiries. A member of the committedhat proper account is given under section 35 to a commuta-
will be appointed for a term of office not exceeding two yearstion under section 42 where a worker suffers two or more
(and will be eligible for reappointment from time to time). Fjlsab|I|t|es (as a worker cannot receive in any case payments
Clause 6: Substitution of s. 30. The contents of this claust €xcess of the worker’s notional weekly earnings). The key
principally address three issues. First, section 30 of the Adg to ensure that the worker is notionally taken to still be
is to be rewritten as part of a review of the compensability of €ceiving the weekly payments that the worker would have
various disabilities that occur during attendances at varioud€en receiving if there had been no commutation. This
places, or while undertaking a journey. Limitations are tooncept is equally relevant to cases that involve an assess-
apply in relation to attendances at workplaces before or aftépent under division 4A and so existing subsection (6a) is to
work. Various absences will now not be covered by theP€ replaced with a comparable amendment (new subsection
scheme. A disability will not be compensable if it arises out(6b)).
of, or in the course of, an involvement in an activity unrelated Clause 9: Amendment of s. 42—Commutation of liability
to the worker’s employment and specific mention is made iio make weekly payments. These amendments are principally
relation to social or sporting events. A disability that occursconcerned to improve and clarify the operation of section 42
during a journey will only be compensable if it occurs of the Act. It will be made clear that a liability to make
between two places at which the worker is required to carryveekly payments may, on the application of the worker, be
out duties of employment. A journey between two places otommuted to a liability to make a capital payment. The
employment with different employers will not be covered. corporation will have an absolute discretion as to whether or
Secondly, new section 30A relates to stress-related claimaot it allows the commutation. (The amendment will
It is proposed that a disability caused by stress will only beherefore make it clear that once the worker has made the
compensabile if the stress is wholly or predominantly stresapplication, it is the Corporation’s decision as to whether the
arising out of employment. The Act presently provides thatommutation occurs.) If the commutation occurs, it will
a disability that consists of an iliness or disorder of the minddischarge all liability to make the weekly payments to which
caused by stress is only compensable if stress arising out tife commutation relates. It will not be possible to claim that
employment is a substantial cause of the disability. Furthera residual liability remains. The maximum amount for lump
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sums payable under this scheme will remain (fixed to th&VorkCover Corporation Bill, | outlined the Government’s
prescribed sum). policy objectives and the justification for these measures.
Clause 10: Amendment of s. 44—Compensation payable This Bill proposes structural and consequential changes
on death. This makes various amendments to section 44 t§ the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act. It
the Act that are similar to the amendments to be made tenables workplace safety to be put back as the overall policy
section 42 in relation to commutations. Commutations willpriority in this area. The Bill proposes to abolish the Occupa-
be limited to the prescribed sum. tional Health and Safety Commission and to establish the
Clause 11: Amendment of s. 46—Incidence of liability. Occupational Health Safety and Welfare Advisory Committee
The new provisions relating to "“journey injuries" and in line with the State Government’s policy. This will sharpen
absences from work mean that there is less reason to continthee focus of accountability for changes in policy and enhance
with the concept of "unrepresentative disabilities" (asthe tripartite consultative process to policy making. It also
presently defined in section 3 of the Act). The concept iproposes necessary consequential changes to give effect to
therefore being removed. A consequential amendment muthe transfer of certain functions of the existing Occupational

therefore be made to section 46. Health and Safety Commission to the WorkCover
Clause 12: Repeal of s. 56. Section 56 of the Act is to b&orporation.
repealed (and replaced by new section 30B). Other amendments in this Bill deal with:
Clause 13: Amendment of s. 64—The Compensation - aprovision that employers can be required to establish
Fund. This clause will allow the corporation to use the health and safety committees where they have not
Compensation Fund for various matters allowed by regula-  already done so;

tion. The amendment is necessary in view of proposals forthe - more effective confidentiality provisions;

corporation to assume the administration of the Occupational * consequential changes to requirements for exemption

Health, Safety and Welfare Act 1986 (and, potentially, other from the provisions of the Act;

Acts as well). - enabling powers for the transferral or removal of
Clause 14: Amendment of s. 67—Adjustment of levy in workplace registration fees.

relation to individual employers. This is a consequential ~Structural changes

amendment on account of proposals to limit the Inaccordance with the Government's policy to integrate

compensability of a disability that occurs during a journeyservices to employers in relation to occupational health,

or during certain absences from work. safety and workers compensation, this Bill proposes the
Clause 15: Amendment of s. 73—Separate accounts. Thiolition of the Occupational Health and Safety Commission
is also a consequential amendment. in its current form. The responsibility to administer these

Clause 16: Amendment of s. 97—Appeals to tribunal. Thigortions of the Occupational Health Safety and Welfare Act
clause makes a technical amendment to section 97 of the Afeviously administered by the commission would be taken
to ensure that the tribunal has the power to set aside @ by the reconstituted WorkCover Corporation to be

decision under appeal (as a prelude to remitting the matter @stablished under the new WorkCover Corporation Bill.
a review officer for further hearing). The Occupational Health Safety and Welfare Advisory

Clause 17: Amendment of s. 112—Confidentiality to beCommittee is to be established to advise the Minister in
maintained. These amendments revise the provision th&glation to:

relates to the confidentiality of information in order to - the formulation and implementation of policies relating
provide greater consistency with proposals under the  tooccupational health, safety and welfare;
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act 1986. - proposals to amend the Act or regulations;
Clause 18: Repeal of s. 121. - the establishment and review of codes of practice;
Clause 19: Repeal of s. 123. - any other policy matters relating to occupational
Clause 20: Amendment of fourth schedule. These  health, safety and welfare. _ _
amendments are all consequential on the proposed new It 1S intended that this advisory committee will be
WorkCover Corporation Act. tripartite. It will be an important consultative forum and

Clause 21: Application of amendments. The amendment@vercome the current fractured policy and activities of the

will not have retrospective effect, except in relation to theWWorkCover Board. The Minister, with advice from the
reforms relating to commutations. advisory committee, will determine matters of new policy in

relation to the legislation, and the WorkCover Corporation

Mr CLARKE secured the adjournment of the debate. Will be responsible for the administration of parts of the Act.
Consequential amendments to various sections of the Act

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH, SAFETY AND will be necessary to substitute the WorkCover ‘Corporation’
WELFARE (ADMINISTRATION) AMENDMENT for the ‘Commission’ in relation to the various aspects of the
BILL Act.
Other substantive changes to the Act are as follows:
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Minister for Industrial Health and Safety Committees

Affairs) obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Actto It is proposed that section 31 be amended to allow for
amend the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Actegulations to be made to require an employer to establish a

1986. Read a first time. health and safety committee. This power could be used to
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | move: require certain categories of employers to establish a health
That this Bill be now read a second time. and safety committee if their safety performance or consulta-

This Bill is the third Bill in the package of three Bills relating tion record indicates that a committee is necessary.

to structural reform of South Australian workers compensa- This Government is committed to ensuring that employers
tion and occupational health, safety and welfare laws. In myake their responsibilities in regard to the health and safety of
second reading speech to the overriding legislation, théheir employees seriously. This proposed amendment will
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allow appropriate action to be taken in this area. It will member of the committee will be appointed for a term of office not
complement the Government’s commitment to ensure thaxceeding two years (and will be eligible for reappointment from

; ; : ; ; ; me to time).
chief executive officers in the private and public sectors takd Clause &: Amendment of s. 21—Duties of workers

both legal and practical responsibility for workplace safety:the function of the commission to publish or approve policies that
Confidentiality provisions apply at a workplace for the purposes of section 21 of the Act is to
Itis proposed that the Act be amended to ensure consistebe taken over by the Minister. _

cy with the confidentiality provisions under the Workers Clause 7: Amendment of s. 27—Health and safety representatives

P . : ay represent groups
Rehabilitation and Compensation Act and to allow disclosurgy \WEECET BP0 o ove duidelines for the purpose of

of inf_ormation to the corporation as is necessary. constituting work groups under the health and safety representatives
Itis further proposed that any person (including a healtlscheme. _
and safety representative, committee member or consultant) Clause 8: Amendment of s. 28—Election of health and safety

when makin isclosure under the provisions of sectioffPresentatives o .
e aking a disclosure under the provisions of sectio he corporation will be able to assist in the election of health and

55(1) must, as far as is reasonably practicable, take steps dQrety representatives (instead of the commission).

prevent or minimise any adverse commercial or industrial ~ Cjause 9: Amendment of s. 31—Health and safety committees

impact on the relevant employer. An employer will be required to establish a health and safety
Exemptions from the Act committee if required to do so by or under the regulations.

The current Act provides for the Occupational Health anqepgsgﬁgtlieé?mendmem of s. 32—Functions of health and safety

Safety Commission to grant exemptions from the provisionghe Minister will now be empowered to approve consultants for the
of the Act. With the abolition of that commission it is purposes of section 32 of the Act.

necessary to make a consequential amendment to the Act. It Clause 11: Amendment of s. 34—Responsibilities of employers
is proposed that the Minister have the power to grant ar{he corporation will take over the role of the commission in relation
exemption under the Act but that, prior to the granting of a %?eﬁ;e?r\/wglfgfrg%ﬂg% ggtt;egﬁsu?]?n;eg\lﬁuiggI}geo;cupatnonal health,
exemption, the Minister must consult the advisory committee  Cjause 12: Amendment of s. 38—Powers of entry and inspection

and, where reasonably practicable, consult with associatiorhe Minister will authorise the people who can exercise the powers

that represent employers and workers. of an inspector under the Act. _ )
Workplace registration fee Clause 13: Amendment of s. 51—Immunity of inspectors and
officers

Qhan.ges are also proposed in relation to the workplaceys s a consequential amendment.
registration fee to enable the fee to be removed by proclama- Clause 14: Amendment of s. 53—Delegation by Minister
tion should that become necessary or if itis seen as desirabléis will vest the Director's powers of delegation under the Act in
to incorporate or absorb the fee into the WorkCover levy. thec“ﬂf}ifis Amendment of . 54— Power to require informatio
- . . . : . — n
I.n summary, whilst the changes prpposed in this Bill ar€rpe power to require certain information presently vested in the
mainly structural and consequential in nature, they are agommission will be transferred to the Minister.
important step towards improving the efficiency of occupa- Clause 16: Amendment of s. 55—Confidentiality
tional health, safety and welfare services to employers anghis clause revises section 55(1) of the Act so that the rules relating
employees. These stuctural changes also provide 1 1e coriebaly o Mamatior Tae  geair deore, o
necessary flexibility to Interrelz_ite the activities of the Compensation Act 1986 person who makes a disclosure will be
restructured WorkCover Corporation with the Department fokequired, in so far as is reasonably practicable, to take steps to
Industrial Affairs, where necessary and appropriate. prevent or minimise any adverse commercial or industrial impact on
I commend the Bill to the House and seek leave to havéhe relevant employer.

; ; : : Clause 17: Amendment of s. 60a—Expiation of offences
inserted inHansardthe detailed explanation of the clauses.rhe form of an expiation natice will now be determined by the

without my reading it. Minister. The expiation period is to be extended to 60 days to ensure
Leave granted. consistency with th&xpiation of Offences Act 1987
Clause 1: Short title Clause 18: Amendment of s. 63—Code of Practice

This clause is formal. Codes of practice will now be made on the recommendation of the
Clause 2: Commencement Advisory Committee.

The measure will come into operation on a day to be fixed by _Clause 19: Amendment of s. 63a—Use of codes of practice in
proclamation, other than the amendments relating to the Employefjoceedings o . )
Registration scheme, which will come into operation on 1 July 1994This amendment clarifies the intent of section 63a of the Act.

Clause 3: Amendment of long title Clause 20: Repeal of s. 65 _ _ o
This clause makes a consequential amendment to the long title of t&1is clause is conseguential on the dissolution of the commission (as
Act. annual reporting will now be dealt with under tigorkCover
Clause 4: Amendment of s. 4—Interpretation Corporation Act 1994 o _
This clause makes various consequential amendments relating to Clause 21: Amendment of s. 66—Modification of regulations
defined terms under the Act. The Minister will be entitled to receive a copy of any notice of
Clause 5: Substitution of Part Il exemption under section 66 of the Act.

This clause provides for the repeal of Part Il of the Act so as to_ Clause 22: Amendment of s. 67—Exemption from Act
dissolve the S.A. Occupational Health and Safety Commission, antihe Minister will now be empowered to grant exemptions from the
to create a nevdccupational Health, Safety and Welfare Advisory Act, after consultation with the Advisory Committee and, so far as
Committee The committee will consist of at least five members is reasonably practicable, after consultation with relevant registered
appointed by the Minister after consultation with relevant organisaassociations.

tions. The committee will assist the Minister in the formulation of ~ Clause 23: Amendment of s. 67a—Registration of employers
policies, and will advise him or her on the implementation of Greater flexibility is proposed in relation to the application of section
policies, relevant to the administration of the Act. The committee67a of the Act, especially as to the amount that will be payable to the
will also advise the Minister on various relevant legislative proposalslepartment in each year. The Governor will be able, by proclama-
and recommend and review codes of practice under the Act. Thiéon, to fix a day on which the section expires.

committee will provide other advice relating to occupational health, Clause 24: Amendment of s. 68—Consultation on regulations
safety and welfare. The committee will be able to conduct publicThis clause relates to consultation by the Minister on proposed
meetings and inquiries. The committee will be expected to makeegulations. The Minister will be expected to consult with the
proposed regulations, codes of practice or standards available fédvisory Committee in so far as is reasonable or appropriate in the
public comment, together with an industry impact statement. Acircumstances of the case.
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Clause 25: Amendment of s. 69—Regulations which it is totally opposed. We well know that there are about
This clause makes various consequential amendments to section 880 000 Greeks in this country. The justification for the lack

of ”&elaﬁ‘;te 26: Amendment of first schedule of a claim to the use of the name ‘Macedonia’ is clear from
This clause makes a consequential amendment. history. . )
Clause 27: Amendment of second schedule There is no doubt that Yugoslavia has no right at all to use
This clause deletes redundant material. the name ‘Macedonia’. The Greek gods resided on Mount
Clause 28: Transitional provisions Olympus, which is obviously physically in Greek Macedonia.

The Governor will be able, by regulation, to make saving or

transitional prOV|5|0nson accountoftheenactmentofthls measura—he Macedonians SpOke the Greek tongue the Aeolian

tongue (a dialect of Greek), and that was according to the

Mr CLARKE secured the adjournment of the debate. historian Hellanius. Homer in thiiad refers to the Greek
tribes living in Macedonia. That was in the ninth century BC.

SUPPLY BILL In the fifth century BC Herodotus also talks of the Greeks in

Macedonia. If one then turns to religious sources, the prophet

Adjourned debate on the question: Daniel, in chapter 8 verses 1 to 22, predicts the coming of a
That the Speaker do now leave the Chair and the House resohking—and this is 200 years before the coming of Alexander

itself into a Committee of the whole for consideration of the Bill. —who will defeat the Persians and Medes, and he talks about
(Continued from 24 February. Page 284.) a Greek king. So, even in the book of Revelations it was

accepted that Macedonia was Greek and would be led by a

Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): | wish to address my Greek king.
remarks tonight to the Macedonian issue. | listened with Historically, it is clear why the Republic of Yugoslavia
amusement when | heard the Deputy Leader of the Opposivould want to use the word ‘Macedonia’. In 1944 the
tion say today that he felt that the Republic of YugoslaviaYugoslav Communist Party under Tito established a
Macedonia should not be entitled to use the Star of Verginaviacedonian Government and a House of Representatives. It
which of course has always been historically associated witthen renamed the southern Slav dialect the Macedonian
Macedonia, as in the Macedonia of Alexander the Great. language. Until then, of course, it was known as a Slav

As members well know, the Deputy Leader's Federaldialect. In 1968 it established a Macedonian Church not
Labor Government gave recognition to the name and the usecognised by either the Orthodox Greek Church or any of the
of the name, the Republic of Yugoslavia Macedonia.orthodox churches, nor recognised by the Vatican. Obviously,
Macedonia is represented by the Star of Vergina and so the reason they did that was ultimately to make territorial
seems to me that it is fatuous for the Deputy Leader of thelaims.

Opposition to say that he was opposing the use of the Star of If one looks at what is happening at the present time, it is
Vergina, because one follows the other. The hypocrisy of thelear that that is their probable intention. The tower of
Federal Labor Government is patently obvious from theSalonika, which is currently on their currency, is situated
following statement that Prime Minister Keating made on 3physically—

March 1992: Members interjecting:

The Government would not proceed to recognition of the MrCUMMINS: The Leader of the Opposition is sitting
Republic of Yugoslavia Macedonia until three basic outstandingver there. | might say that it was noted that on Saturday he
quelst'(’”s#]eeriégsg‘t’ﬁgwor 4 ‘Macedonia’ being settled in a waydid N0t even bother to attend the rally that 6 000 to 8 000

" that does not cause further tension Wit% Greece. YGreek people attended: a man who purports to be concerned

2. Greece's concern about possible territorial claims orabout the Greek people did not even bother to turn up at the

aspirations being fully met. parade. We have his Deputy Leader talking about the Star of

3. Theinternational community's concern about protectionvergina, saying that it should not be used, and his Federal

of minorities being fully satisfied. Labor Government turns around and allows the use of
The Greek Prime Minister, Mr Papandreou, said on 18uacedonia’. Following from that, obviously, one would

January 1994: expect that they would be able to use the star, which they are
The Greek people would not accept the inclusion of the nameloing.
‘Macedonia’ in the Republic of Yugoslavia Macedonia. That is the attitude of the Leader of the Opposition and his

Again, in the Greek Parliament on 24 January 1994 he saibeputy to the Greek people of this State. They know that they
that Greece was still concerned and their concerns were nate in trouble: they are running for cover by talking about the
met. What does the Prime Minister of Australia do afterStar of Vergina. What a joke that is, | might add. In addition,
giving an undertaking to the Greek community? He subseit is clear from the papers circulating from the Macedonian
guently recognises the Republic of Yugoslavia Macedoniapeople in Melbourne that the Republic of Yugoslav
and that is total hypocrisy and a total betrayal of the GreelMacedonia is making claims against land in Greek
community. One might well ask why he did that. One canMacedonia, for example, in Salonika and Halkidiki. It is very
reach one of three conclusions: first, that the Prime Ministeclear what the intentions historically of the Tito Communist
was ignorant of the historical link between Macedonia andParty were, and it is clear also from the present history that
Greece; secondly, that he did not care; or, thirdly, probablyhose intentions are still there.
he was influenced by Gareth Evans. Of course, the word ‘Macedonia’ itself was never
We all know that he is an internationalist, a man who isassociated with the historical region; there was never a State
interested only in the Asia Pacific region. He has ambitionsn the Balkans called ‘Macedonia’. Macedonia only meant
to be Secretary-General of the United Nations and to get @he land of tall people’, so why has the Federal Labor
Nobel prize, so he betrays the Greek people. He does n@overnment allowed a description of people to be used as
even bother to consult with the Greek community, and helescriptive of a State and allowed a former communist
advises his Prime Minister to recognise a country and the ugegime trying to make claims against Macedonia to use the
of aname that is totally alien to the Greek community and taname the Government recognised? Of course, the recognition
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was supposed to be temporary, and the problem of the use @dmmenting on the Hon. Andrew Peacock’s views on that
the name was supposed to be solved by September of lasiatter?
year, and it has not been. So, there is temporary recognition. What we see happening in this country at the moment is
There is no reason why now the Federal Labor Governmera willingness on the part of some to turn this into a politically
should not withdraw its recognition immediately, because th@artisan issue, when it is a much more serious, significant
issue has not been resolved. Because it will not do that, it issue than that. We have seen the scurrilous activities of Jeff
another example of the Federal Labor Government’s attitudkennett in Victoria who has chosen to debase this and reduce
towards the Greek community in this country and its concerng to an issue of Party political lines. | did not choose to do
in this country. this when | spoke in this House on 15 February; | have not
chosen to do this when | have spoken at Greek Australian
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD (Leader of the Opposition): ~ functions. Indeed, when | was Premier of this State, the Hon.
| wish to raise one matter today, but | must make someulian Stefani, who was overseas at the time, offered to
comments at the outset on the issue raised by the member fapnvey a message from me to an international conference on
Norwood a few moments ago. | conveyed my apologies to théhe question of Macedonia. When he asked whether | would
organisers of Saturday’s rally, because | had a pre-existinge prepared to have him convey the message | said ‘Yes’,
commitment in the South-East of the State which took me oupecause | knew that we both spoke with one voice on that
of town on Saturday, and my message was conveyed to thigsue. | did not try to play political games; | did not try to
organisers. | met with the organisers and heads of Greeiivide this issue off on one side or the other. Neither did he,
community organisations on Friday, particularly Mr Peterfor which | give him credit.
Soustas of the Pan-Macedonian Federation, and they are in An honourable member: Not then.
no doubt whatsoever as to where the State Labor Party stands The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Not then; | do not know
on this matter. | might say that the State Labor Party hawhat his current views are on the political Party games on the
stood on this matter very strongly and consistently. | spokéssue, but | notice that other members on the other side seem
about this matter long before anyone on the other side of thigery free and easy in wanting to turn this into a Party political
House chose to do so. | remind members that on 15 Februabgattle. Actually, | wanted to speak on some other matters
| stood in this House and gave a speech on this matter, aridday, and one particular matter concerns an organisation
I wondered where the other speeches were. | fully expected-known as Compassionate Friends of Adelaide.
Members interjecting: The reason | raise this today is that associates of this
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | will tell you about my organisation came to see me in my electorate office in the last

Federal colleagues in a minute. | fully expected that othe alf of last year. They were keen to atract Government

members of this place would stand up afterwards and sa ’nding for that Qrganisation. It had had small amounts of
‘Hear, hear! We endorse the comments made by the Lead nds up to that time, but not anywhere near enough to help

of the Opposition.’ | wondered where the members for Colto at organisation fulfil its requirements. | indicated at the time
: hat | was very sympathetic to its position and that we should

and Norwood were when | raised this issue in the House, < . ° ) . . -
Where were the member for Unley and other members wh € giving fur.ther financial support. | was in a difficulty when
last met with them because that was during the caretaker

espoused their views, supposedly supporting Greeperiod prior to the election. As members will know, the

Australians on this matter? s .
L . caretaker provisions prevented me from making any new

Mr Quirke: Looking at a map. decision on this matter. | could enact a previous decision, but

The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Yes, they must have been | could not make a new decision, pending the outcome of the
looking at a map. It is all very well now that they see largeelection on 11 December. What | did say on that occasion
crowds in the street for them to say, ‘We want to be in on thafyas that | supported the work of that organisation and that,
too.” | stood up on this matter the moment | heard rumoursvere we to be re-elected to Government, | would commit my
that a pOllcy Change was in the wind at the Federal level. ThParty in Government to g|v|ng Compassionate Friends
others were silent; and the member for Norwood has scurriegh10 000 to help them with the valuable work that they do.
from the Chamber with his tail between his legs, because he | rajse this matter now in the hope that the new Govern-
knows they are the facts. | have been on the public recorghent will realise the significant work of this organisation and
criticising my Federal colleagues. | have been interviewed ifill take up the commitment that | made on behalf of my
the media criticising my Federal colleagues. | have said so iparty—which | do understand does not bind the present
this place; and in other fora of my own Party | have criticisedGovernment. Nevertheless, | hope that it will see the wisdom
my Federal colleagues. | have not been hiding my criticismand virtue of supporting this organisation. | certainly draw
away from the public view on this matter. So, my Party antthis matter to the attention of the Minister for Family and
| have a very good track record on this matter. Community Services.

Therefore, as | make those comments, | wonder where the On the face of it, it might seem an easy problem to
member for Norwood is in relation to the Hon. Andrew resolve, that the money could just be given. However, some
Peacock. If he is to be consistent on this matter, saying we amhanges to the guidelines would need to happen to have that
not at variance with our Federal colleagues on this matteiunding made easily available to Compassionate Friends.
when in fact we are, where is he with the Hon. AndrewCompassionate Friends of South Australia has been paid
Peacock, who on 15 February this year acknowledged thamall amounts of money up to this point of time. In 1990 it
Australia’s decision to recognise the former Yugoslavwas paid $500 and in 1991 it was paid a further $500 from
republic of Macedonia as an independent State was consistaghe State Minister’s own lines. In November 1993 it was paid
with that State’s membership of the United Nations? That i$1 000 from the Minister’s own office budget lines. Further
what the Hon. Andrew Peacock said about the matter. | arfunding was not available to the organisation. | shall read
critical of the Hon. Andrew Peacock on that matter. Wherdrom the letter of the then Minister (Hon. Martyn Evans)
are the members for Norwood, Unley and Colton in terms ofvho, in writing to Compassionate Friends of Adelaide, said
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that he had received its submission for funding, had receive@reeks believe that Thessalonika is the correct name. |
support from a number of other groups, particularly Familiesunderstand that Thessalonika takes its name from the wife of
Against Senseless Tragedies, and had approved a special oRillip of Macedon. | think Thessalia might be the name, but
off grant of $1 000 to Compassionate Friends of Adelaidel stand to be corrected on that. It has been pointed out to me
The key pointin the letter that he wrote on that occasion waby Greeks in Thessaloniki that Salonika is not the correct
this: name for the place. So this person, who attempted to say how
Although your agency’s activities fall outside the criteria of much he knew about the history, failed to get the name right.
Family and Community Services funding programs, | am aware oHe used the name that is commonly used by non-Greeks, but
the valuable work undertaken by your volunteers in the provision oft js not the correct name used by Greeks. | have no doubt that
assistance to bereaved families. Salonika is the name used by people in the Skopje region.
It was that issue that | felt needed to be addressed as well as | return to a more serious matter. | have written a detailed
the simple matter of the actual money—whatever amount thaétter to the Prime Minister on this matter drawing attention
would be. My commitment to the organisation was that, wereo his comments of March 1992 indicating the undertakings
we to be re-elected to Government, not only would we makeéhat he gave to the Greek Australian community about
available $10 000 but we would ensure that the guidelinesecognising the concerns of Greek Australians and Greeks
which to that point in time had precluded it from receiving internationally to the name issue and indicating that those
funding, would be amended to enable organisations like it tenatters should be resolved. In my letter | point out that, as |
be eligible for funding. read Gareth Evans’ statement, he still acknowledges that
As | say, this in no way binds the present Government, buthose issues have to be resolved. | most certainly endorse the
| raise it as a matter which does deserve full consideratiorsentiment that the issues have to be resolved and that full
I hope the Government will give consideration to it. | regretrecognition should be contingent upon fulfilling the guide-
the fact that we were not in a position to give it assistancdines laid down by the Prime Minister in 1992.
earlier. | want to acknowledge quite freely the considerable | should like to correct a misapprehension that some
work that the then member for Walsh (Hon. John Trainerpeople seem to have. | make this as a non-partisan statement,
and a number of other members on this side of the House disecause | believe that there are people on both sides of
in supporting the work of this organisation. Unfortunately, wepolitics who have this misapprehension. | refer to the
have not addressed that in our funding guidelines. | do regreinderstanding of what is behind the Greek Government's
that and hope that the matter can be fixed up in the neafecision to co-sponsor the admission of FYROM to the
future. United Nations. The misapprehension is that some people
There were also some other matters raised with me binterpret that to mean that the Greek Government unreserved-
Families Against Senseless Tragedies, which indicated ity supports the admission of FYROM to that body. That is
support for Compassionate Friends. It raised some issues witiot the case. In fact, it made the point known internationally
respect to further considerations of the Wrongs Act. Thesehat when it co-sponsored the application of FYROM to the
matters were being considered prior to the last election. United Nations it was recognising, as | do, the legitimate
hope that these matters are still being considered by théght of the people of that region to be independent and to
present Government and that matters that have been drawiave free status, but also recognising that there were unre-
to the attention of the Attorney-General’s office will continue solved issues. The point was clearly made at the time of that
to receive some consideration. There is the matter of Crowpo-sponsorship motion that the name issue was unresolved
appeals, suspended sentences and such issues that dhe Greece did not accept then, when it acted as co-sponsor,
Attorney-General was considering prior to the election. lor now, as the matter is still being debated, the right of that
hope that the new Attorney-General likewise will do theregion to use the name Macedonia or to use the Star of
same. Vergina on its flag. It is a misapprehension by some to
It raised a number of issues with respect to the Justice argtesume that Greece has somehow tacitly supported these
Consumer Affairs Committee report on support services fothings when it has not.
victims of road accidents. Families Against Senseless Mr Brindal interjecting:
Tragedies was a member of a working party on that matter, The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: | simply make the point that
but | understand that a number of recommendations by thiae Hon. Andrew Peacock made comments supporting Gareth
working party have not yet been fully addressed. | was beingvans, and | just wonder where the member for Norwood was
asked for a check list on that matter to provide informationin criticising the Hon. Andrew Peacock. | raise that simple
on what had been done about those recommendations apdint with the member for Unley, and | hope that he recognis-
what still remained outstanding. Again, | draw that to thees that | have acknowledged those members opposite when
attention of the Government, hoping that it will look favour- they have expressed views similar to my own on this matter.
ably at the recommendations of that working party. That is more than we hear from members opposite, who
I do not wish to take my full time today, but | did wantto choose to make political Party politics of this matter and
raise those two issues. | come back again to the matter thegfuse even to acknowledge when somebody across the floor
I raised at the outset in response to the member for Norwooflom themselves might happen to have a similar view on
and draw attention to some important points that need to beertain issues. That, | think, is very cheap politics. That kind
made. Returning to the member for Norwood'’s apparenbf thing is inflaming the row we have in this country at the
study of the matter, | interjected upon him because he— moment and which is leading to the fringe of violence that |
Mr Quirke: Petulant address. abhor and | hope that all members in this House would abhor.
The Hon. LYNN ARNOLD: Petulant address, yes. He The violent activities that are taking place in this area at the
pretended to portray that he knew what he was talking aboutoment cannot be condoned, and all people who have roles
but he let himself down when he referred to Salonika. If heof leadership have an obligation to ensure that we keep the
had a proper understanding of the area, he would know thakebate on this matter in the realm of the intelligent and out
it is Thessalonika. It is called Salonika by many others, bubf the realm of the violent.
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I do not wish to speak further on this today, but | call onfor West Croydon ward of WoodVville council for the second
members opposite to at least play their role in this verytime. All six of these local government campaigns ended in
important matter and give due seriousness to the issu@gfeat for the member for Lee. | mentioned only three of
involved and with an appropriate recognition of the viewsthese defeats in my Address in Reply speech, but the attack
that have been expressed on this matter and, where criticisby the member for Lee on my remarks has now required of
has to be given, that they are fair in their criticism as well,me that | should mention them all.
including of their colleagues in other arenas. It should be noted that the member for Lee lives in Findon

. ward, yet this is one of the few wards in the Woodville

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): In my Address in Reply council that he has not contested. Like the member for Colton
speech | commented on the maiden speeches of 11 neW his Address in Reply speech, | confused the suburbs of
members. Before doing so | listened carefully to theirgindon and Seaton; | confess my mistake. One has to admire
speeches and later read and annotatetitivesardaccount  the member for Lee for his persistence in politics; it has now
of each of them. | did this because | believe members argeen rewarded by a seat in this House. However, his victory
likely to reveal more about themselves in their maidengoes not erase his political record or his record in public life,
speeches than they will do in subsequent speeches and i it is neither offensive nor improper for me to recite it.
concentrating on these contributions was a way of getting to The member for Lee further objected to my mentioning

know the F“embers better. ... that he had stood against his wife, Annette, in the Albert Park
Most Liberal members have taken my textual Crlt'C'Smsward by-election. He said that my remark was incorrect and

in & sporting spirit and some are pleased that someone digfensive and that he wanted a refraction and an apology from
listen to their remarks. | am sure new members ente

Parliament expecting adversarial exchanges in the Chamber.

However, the member for Lee is an exception. He seems eing a by-election for a single vacancy, the votes were cast

think that the immunity of the maiden speech tointerjectionsas follows: John Casey, 216; Carlo Meschino, 167; Chris

extends to subsequer)t criticism. In my remarks about th‘la'aylor 140; Annette Rossi, 80; Joe Capella, 56; Joe ROSSi
member for Lee | mentioned that he had stood unsuccessful%. Rdcco Marafiote . i,nfor,mal 11 Wher'1 Mr’Rossi was '

for pupllc offlce many t!mes: forthe Senate as the head of th%Iiminated and his preferences were distributed six of his
Majority Wyshes Party; forthg position ofGer!eraI Secretarypreferences went to the only candidate who was an ALP
of the Public Service Association; for the Findon ward Ofmember, five to Mrs Rossi and one to another Labor orientat-

X\é%%%\i/l',ll:ﬁg?;%g%g‘:rﬂgtkﬂg{gg?vv\\;gg%&f"\gzgﬂ\ggﬁ ed candidate. It does the member for Lee no credit to deny in
' " the House that he stood against his wife in this election.

Mr Becker interjecting: | stand b Ks—th ti : th
Mr ATKINSON: | said he had been unsuccessfulin each_ ' >/@nd By My remarks—hey were not incorrect, as the
ember for Lee claims. Desirable as apologies and the

of these elections, but | congratulated him on winning the pol ; . . gt .
egging of forgiveness are in a civilised society, | shall not

in Lee and added that | was always pleased to see form -
members of the Spence ALP sub-branch succeed.T ¢ apologising as the member for Lee demands because |
ve done nothing wrong in this matter.

member for Lee said that this list was a misstatement, and ,
is right in two respects: first, the list of his unsuccessful 1 "€ member for Lee then said he was offended by my

candidatures is much longer; and, secondly, he has not sto§@YiNd he had been a member of the Spence ALP, and he
for Findon ward. | apologise to the member for Lee for thatc@lled on me to explain my remarks. Party records show that
mistake but it in no way detracts from the point | was making tN€ member for Lee joined the Spence West ALP sub-branch
I shall now put the record straight by detailing the membe@Uring the 1985-86 financial year. His name and address
for Lee’s previous candidatures. In December 1984 he head@pPear in this sub-branch minute book, moving and secon-
the Australian Majority Wishes Party ticket for the SenatediNg motions within the Spence ALP. He renewed his

He polled 765 votes of 786,785 cast, or 0.09 per cent of thdnancial membership by paying the required fee for the
total. 1986-87 financial year. His membership was then cancelled

Mr Brindal: Thatis more than Claire McCarthy, isn't it? by the ALP head office when it was noticed that he had twice
Mr ATKINSON: No. That result could ha,rdly be Stoodagainstendorsed Labor candidates for another political
described as the majority’s wish! In his home booth ofParty. That he was expelled from the ALP does not render the

Woodville South, at which 2 000 people voted, the membeEon'our.able members ALP membership void from the
for Lee received two votes. | hope, in reciting that figure to?€9iNNing, as he seems to think. . .
the House, | am not violating the secrecy of the ballot. In  Mr ROSSI: Irise on a point of order, Sir. | object to the
December 1985 he stood as the independent Majority Wish&¥ord ‘expelled’.
candidate for the State district of Henley Beach: he polled The SPEAKER: | cannot uphold the point of order,
264 votes, being 1.4 per cent of the total. In 1984 he stood fdpecause it is not contrary to Standing Orders. The honourable
the position of General Secretary of the Public Servicenember has the opportunity to make a personal explanation,
Association. There were two other candidates. Mr Rossf he desires, before the adjournment debate tonight.
polled 194 votes in a turnout of 6 717 voters, being 2.9 per Mr ATKINSON: The member for Lee also argued that
cent of the formal vote. I misled the House by claiming that | won all polling booths
On 7 July 1979, he stood for Albert Park ward of situated in Spence. The member for Lee says quite correctly
Woodville council; on 1 October 1983, he stood for Beverleythat in the Woodville South booth my Liberal opponent
ward of Woodville council; on 2 May 1987, he stood for polled 845 primary votes to my 779. What he does not
West Croydon ward of Woodville council; on 29 July 1991 mention is that after the distribution of preferences | won the
he stood for Seaton ward of Woodville council; on 26booth. It is universally accepted by members of the House
October 1991, he stood for Albert Park ward of Woodvilleand by political Parties that booths are won and lost on the
council for the second time; and on 11 May 1992, he stoodwo Party preferred vote, not on the primary vote.

Mr Speaker, in the 1991 Albert Park ward by-election,
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Itis true that the Liberal candidate polled 216 votes to mydevelopment and progress took place everywhere else in
173 in the Woodville Road booth, but this booth is notAustralia. However, we in South Australia withessed the very
situated in Spence. Itis a Price booth in the Price electorat@oor fiscal management of the Labor Government. That cost
If | may extend the argument a little beyond its usefulnessys dearly. At a time when we want jobs and when we should
the member for Lee might as well say that the Liberalbe doing something we cannot do anything because we have
candidate out-polled me in Spence declaration votes cast tst $3.1 billion plus other hundreds of millions of dollars,
Kingscote, Kangaroo Island. My assertion that | carried alend here we are struggling to try to lift South Australia out
booths situated in Spence is correct. of the doldrums. | pay tribute to Jim McCusker of Kensington

I should like to thank the Liberal candidate for Spence, MrPark, who wrote to the Prime Minister.

Danny McGuire, for the honourable way in which he fought ~ Mr Atkinson: A good Labor man.

the campaign. Danny and | have quaffed beer together; he has Mr BECKER: Let us give credit where credit is due. In
been to my home; he has given me lifts from time to time;his letter to the Prime Minister, Mr McCusker states:

and, during the campaign, we spoke regularly to prevent Dear Sir,

misunderstandings and prevent any excesses by our campaignMay | present you with 35 written appeals calling for the early
workers. Mr Danny McGuire is a gentleman. completion of the Darwin rail link in Australia’s, South Australia’s

- nd the Northern Territory’s vital interests and as promised in the
I stand by my Address in Reply speech. | do not accept_th§910 Commonwealth of Australia Northern Territory Acceptance
member for Lee’s implication that | lied in my Address in Act, as copy attached.

Reply speech. | do not believe it is appropriate for me to Copies of nine letters to me in favour of the Darwin rail link early
retract and apologise for any of my speech other than theompletion from concerned politicians are also attached, namely, the

- e ) . jHon. Barbara Wiese, MLC, Minister of Transport Development; the
mistake of saying ‘Findon ward" when I should have SaldHon. Sandra Kanck, MLC, Australian Democrats; the Hon. Neville

‘Seaton ward'. | am pleased that you, Mr Speaker, have najyran, ex-Premier of New South Wales; the Hon. John Bannon, ex-
responded to the request by the member for Lee for a rulingremier of South Australia [ex-Lord Mayor].

that would stop me speaking about these matters in thQe didn’t write that; that is my comment. The letter con-
House. tinues:

Sitti ded 6 t0 7.30 The Hon. Lynn Arnold, ex-Premier of South Australia; the Hon.
[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.] Heini Becker, MP, Liberal member for Hanson (at that stage); the
Hon. John Dawkins, MP, Treasurer, Parliament House, Canberra.

An honourable member interjecting:
Mr BECKER: What company! The list goes on:

Mr ATKINSON: | do not think it parliamentary for the
member for Lee to refer to me in the House as a ‘gutter

player’, as he did. Alas, | was not in the House to object to ) o )
The Hon. Marshall Perron, Chief Minister, Northern Territory,

that epithet at the time. | invite members opposite to Perusg, vin: ;
N ; and Senator Chris Schacht, Labor Senator for South
the documents that underpin this speech. | should add that tm@‘j‘g‘fﬁg}iaf"‘“ enator &hrs Sehac abor senafor for sou

rule under which the member for Lee was expelled from th(?t is very nice to be included in that group of people. We are

ALP was rule 59(3),(”)' which states: _interested in the future of South Australia and the Northern
Any person not being a member of the Party who as a candidai erritory. The letter continues:

opposes or has opposed an endorsed Labor candidate shall not be . . .

eligible for membership of the Party. Also copies of 24 letters and articles from concerned citizens,
. . .mostly as published in the Adelaid&dvertisercalling for this

Indeed, his membership fee was courteously returned to himarwin rail link to raise South Australia and Northern Territory and

and its return is noted in the minute book of the Spence Wegustralia up from recession to prosperity.
sub-branch. which | have with me. Although | attend the local Norwood ALP sub-branch, | was
’ invited as guest speaker to the Lobethal Liberal sub-branch AGM of

. the Hon. John Olsen M.P. to outline the Darwin rail link prospects
Mr BECKER (Peake): | thank the member for Spence , which all were very interested. Certainly, all in South Australia

for his contribution this evening. He spent the whole timeand Northern Territory are very strongly in favour of the early

berating the member for Lee. However, what he has done gmpletion of the Darwin rail link with which the present obstructive

reflect on the former member for Albert Park. Kevin Strike at Australian ports could have been relieved and the many
. : ! containers stranded at the southern port terminals could have been

Hamllton. !\Io-one worked harder for his electorate tharbntrained through in three days to the Darwin terminal within the

Kevin Hamilton and probably no-one would have been mor@sia Pacific region, to which 40 per cent of the containers are

disappointed than he at being defeated. addressed for distribution. The remaining containers could be

However, that cannot take away the credit that the membdprwarded on.

. But no, for lack of the rail the containers had to languish in the
for Lee deserves, because he, too, worked hard: he hﬂﬁt sun indefinitely while perishable contents (meat, cheese etc.)

worked for his people and for his electorate. He may hav@eteriorated and we lost customers who could not accept the delay
been involved in the Labor Party or other political Parties, butn deliveries caused by the strike action of the southern ports people
at least he has learnt the lesson of life. The member fofho have been opposing the Darwin rail link. This delay is dumping
Spence has yet to learn that lesson, that is, that we are hg?#i}&i't'%ﬁg‘ﬁg lﬂtgrrfscﬁesﬁiﬁn from which the Darwin rail link will

to represent the people. That is what we are here for: we are ‘sg please, please let us press on with this Darwin rail link in
not worried about his self interest or anyone else’s interestgverybody’s interest and ADVANCE AUSTRALIA.

We are here to represent the people, and it is high time tha js signed Jim McCusker, Chartered Civil Engineer. His

the remaining few members of the Opposition learnt thafypjication to the Prime Minister is supported by a letter from

unless they start to represent the people their numbers Wilharshall Perron, dated 19 February 1993. Itis important that
fall and fall and they will be lucky even to be able to have\ye record inHansard in the interests of this rail link,

enough members to enable them to form a basketball tearyarshall Perron’s views. He writes to Jim McCusker and
Holden’s will not get any business out of them because they;es:

. >, |
will all fit n the k_)ack seat of a Tarago! Thank you for your letters of 8 February and 12 February 1993

I am disappointed about the legacy that has been left to yg relation to completion of the north-south transcontinental railway
by the Labor Party. Over the wonderful years of the 1980%etween Adelaide and Darwin. Your expressions of support are
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welcomed by me and my Government. Indeed, | am pleased armpportunity for us to export to 720 million people. South
heartened by the level of support the project has received in Souflyystralian produce would feed the people who desperately

Australia, as demonstrated by the press clippings you enclosed wi ;
your letters. Heed our products, some of which are the best you can get

I remain convinced the project is in the nation’s interest, and mosgnywhere in the world. | commend this project to the House.
importantly in South Australia’s interest, with a 1990 study by the  The SPEAKER: The honourable member's time has

firm Coopers and Lybrand for the South Australian Governmen&xpired_ The honourable member for Unley.
stating that up to half of the project construction expenditures coul

be undertaken by South Australian constructors. With the current .
cost of construction estimated at $850 million for the permanentway, Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Mr Spea_ker! I W'Sh to address
this represents a significant boost for economic activity in your Statéhe House tonight on a matter which impinges upon your

during construction, quite apart from the considerable ongoing|ectorate, upon my own electorate and upon all people in

benefits the railway would bring to the South Australian economy ; : L
in the operational phase, by way of warehousing goods for sale an%OUth Australia, a matter which concerns the Pitjantjatjara

distribution in northern Australia, and making Adelaide the transporP€0ple of the western desert and the Wiltja program. In
hub for distribution of international trade through Darwin to the restaddressing this issue, | point out to the House that, when the

of Australia. tri-State report was done on Aborigines in central Australia,

Of equal importance is that the Commonwealth should fulfil its itiantiati ;
legislative commitments to your State, as the attached extracts frothe Pijantjatjara people were recorded as being among the

Commonwealth legislation demonstrate. Once again, my thanks f(i?)west,_if not the lowest, Aboriginal z?lchievers in ma_in_sf[re_am
your support. Yours sincerely, Marshall Perron. education. The last Government, with a very good initiative,

He enclosed the Northern Territory Act Acceptance Actprovided a program called the Wiltja program, which seeks

1910-1973. Mr Speaker, you are fully aware of the benefitl® bring Aboriginal students from the tribal lands to Adelaide

that would flow to your electorate, because it takes in 85 p%"i;\r/‘d to put them in mainstream high school schooling at

cent of the northern portion of South Australia. So much s oodbville High and a number of other h'_gh schoqls.

that in theEconomistmagazine last year, Rod Nettle, an Foryears_that scheme struggled. | bglleve that in October
economist, wrote an article, ‘Why we must build the rail link 1990 only six students were enrolled in the program, but
to Darwin.’ | will quote some of the extracts from his article currently 42 students are living in three hostels and the

which has been well researched and well prepared. He statd¥0gram itself is limited only by the availability of hostel
... railways are not about leisurely, luxury travel these days, the;g_ccommodatlon and suitable pe_ople tc_) ?‘SS'SL That IS the good
are the work horses of the world and still the quickest and mosgide of the story, but the bad side of it involves a history of
economic means of moving large quantities of goods from one poifpureaucratic bungling and woe that has to be seen to be
to another. Since 1911, we have been trying to get a line built fronbelieved. The bad side of it is related to a story | began this

Alice Springs to Darwin to place the final link in a chain of railways 4tarnoon about bureaucrats who know better and who, rather
which transport goods around Australia and to our export ports. Afte !

82 years of almost non-stop campaigning, High Court cases an,%l1an provide assistance to people genuinely seeking to
Federal Governments, we still have not completed that rail networkmprove themselves, put barriers in the way and create

That is a tragedy with respect to all Governments and af@sically a bureaucratic mess.
political Parties of all political persuasions: nobody has got Let me draw the attention of this House to the problems
in there, pushed hard enough and put up the money. What v these Aboriginal students yvhp seek r_nedlcal attention. In
will get is the great bureaucratic maze again—let's have &ontext, one of the hostels is in the Kings Park area, but
committee; let's have a feasibility study; let's do this; let's do medical attention cannot be sought from local medical centres
that. It is past that stage. The time is for action when we g&@r these teenage children who often suffer from the general
down to start building this railway line. d]sabll|t|es that teenagers get, overlaid with the various
It is expected that more than 2 000 jobs will be created/ifuses and so on that are known to pervade Aboriginal
during the construction stage, but | believe we could creatéommunities more than perhaps they pervade our own. When
alot more than that and give people the opportunity to worithey seek r_nedlcal attention, they are not allowed to go to the
for the first time in two or three years. Unemployment hadocal medical centre: they have, instead, to attend the
reached 21 per cent in my electorate: that is a disgrace. WaPoriginal Medical Service. Instead of being dealt with
are doing all we can to find out where the jobs are and whdfcally and almost instantaneously, there is a strong recom-
job opportunities there are to help these people get back inf§endation that they go to the Aboriginal Medical Service,
the work force, to give them some respect, to give them som@here they have to wait for between one and four hours.
dignity, to give them some hope and to give them some Mr Atkinson: You mean they must wait?
opportunity, and many opportunities would be created by the Mr BRINDAL: Yes, they must wait for between one and
building of this railway line. Some of the statistics are four hours. The sole reason given for this is that the ordinary
amazing. The Alice Springs railway would cost aboutmainstream clinics or GPs in Adelaide would not understand
$900 million. It would cover an area of 1 410 kilometres, andthe problems related to Aboriginal health and would not be
the article states that that ‘will be a shot in the arm forcapable of dealing with these people. That is an artificial
Australia’. The article further states: hurdle that is put in the way of these students and their home
Its building would require the manufacture of 155 000 tonnes ofcarers. Their home carers could take them to a local medical
steel rails, 9.2 million spring steel rail fasteners, 2.3 million steel anccentre where they could be attended to straight away. It
concrete sleepers, 15 kilometres of concrete culvert pipe and thgguld cost no more or no less than other medical attention—

supply of 2 million cubic metres of ballast. It would involve ; . ; ;
earthworks totalling 14 million cubic metres, the upgrading of 160" fact, perhaps less—but they are denied this access because

existing bridges and culverts, the construction of 80 new bridges an@f the bureaucracy. That bureaucracy is called the Aboriginal
the construction of buildings and workshops costing $40 million. Medical Service, and | suggest that it is more intent on
And that is just the beginning. It would be a colossal boostooking after itself than its clients.

for the Iron Triangle cities of Port Augusta, Whyalla and Port ~ Mr Atkinson interjecting:

Pirie. It would create employment for at least 250 people on  Mr BRINDAL: | suggest that instead of interjecting all
a permanent basis after its completion. It would provide th¢he time the member for Spence might like to listen to this,
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because | am endeavouring to make a reasonable contributisnhools throughout South Australia, they have the very type
on behalf of people who are disadvantaged. of scheme that this boarding institution wants, but the

Mr Atkinson: I'm all ears. Commonwealth says, ‘You can't have that because you're not

Mr BRINDAL: | know that | should not respond, Sir, but, a school: you're a boarding institution. You don't fit the
if he is all ears, he should keep his tongue a little more stillrules.” Again, it is that the school must fit the rules rather than
As if that were not bad enough, CAFHS decided in itsthe scheme being designed to fit the needs of the students. It
wisdom to send a nurse to assist with these Aboriginais ridiculous bureaucracy at its worst.
students. The person in charge of the program assumed that In relation to Abstudy, DEET hasfao formaand, before
was a good move, that if a nurse came regularly once a weekwill pay this State the money due because of boarding and
to check these children she would be able to prescribechool fees and the like, it sends out a questionnaire to the
Disprin, cough syrup and the normal medications for minoparents. Members should bear in mind what | said: we are
ailments. However, that is not so. The CAFHS nurse arrivedjealing with possibly the least English literate group in the
but rather than diagnosing and treating minor health problemState, and DEET’s questionnaire contains 82 questions—all
she announced that she was precluded from doing any of that which have to be filled out and all of which have to be
and that what she had to do was the conventional screenirsgibmitted to DEET and checked before this State can get one
of height, weight, hearing and that type of thing. She wagenny. | do not know what members opposite think, but | had
precluded from doing any nursing or prescribing of medicaenough faith in the last Government to believe that it was not
tion. in the business of ripping off the Commonwealth. If this

So, we have the health service and the nurse, but it do&Bovernment said to the Commonwealth, ‘We have 42
not stop there. Now we get into the irksome bits. ThankAboriginal students and, what’s more, you can come and see
goodness, the irksome bits are not attributable to State publtbem,’” they might have really existed.
servants so much as to Commonwealth departments. There
is a tutor program, which seeks to assist these children after Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | wish to speak concerning
school hours to supplement their learning during schoolhe needs of the Kilburn football and cricket club and to tie
hours. However, in its infinite wisdom, the Commonwealthit in with some of the problems that | see arising as a result
does not try to assist the State to provide a reasonabtyf the fallout from the Ross Kelly affair, the Kellygate affair,
program to assist the development of these students; instedbig sports rorts affair, or however one may want to describe
it imposes its own structure which it then makes the hostels. Whatever may be said about the Kellygate affair—and |
fit. It imposes a structure that is not appropriate to the needéow a great number of members opposite wanted to
of the students, one that is unnecessarily bureaucratic af@mpoon Mrs Kelly, in particular her great white board—
wastes resources. Wiltja likes to use the Commonwealth'what is beyond dispute is that the Commonwealth Depart-
homework centre approach with four or five students to ongnent of Sports and Recreation made available to a whole
tutor and a coordinating supervisor. This allows flexibility sorange of sporting groups within this country a range of
that if a tutor is away the children can be divided among othesporting facilities for which no-one has questioned the need.
tutors. The idea of the supervisor is to see that the childrefihe Kilburn football and cricket club in my own electorate
are always with a tutor and that the whole thing is properlyservices a very deprived neighbourhood. It has a very high
managed. level of unemployment. Many of the persons living within

However, DEET says, ‘No, that does not fit our scheméhat area rely solely upon Commonwealth Government
of things. The children must fit into a particular mould, benefits, namely, unemployment or single supporting parents
which it calls the small group tutorial scheme. The smallbenefits and the like.
group tutorial scheme is less cost effective: it limits students  Also, it is extremely poorly served in terms of facilities
to five hours support per week, and it cannot supporthat are available to the community generally. There are no
homework—only extension work. So the children have to gacinemas in the local area, and that sporting club, with a great
home; they must do this extension work, such as cutting andumber of volunteer supporters giving a lot of their own time,
pasting and all these wonderful things that are supposed tmas been able to field a good number of sporting groups on
extend them, but they cannot even be assisted with theihe football and cricket fields. They are in urgent need of a
homework. They cannot have relief tutors. This means thatast upgrade of facilities currently available. The Kilburn
if one tutor is away the two or three students who are withoval area services netball, basketball and tennis. The netball
that tutor must sit in their room because they are not allowednd tennis communities are not getting sufficient volunteers
to go with another tutor. So, if their tutor is away—and it to be able to run those clubs. What the Kilburn football and
easily happens that 15 or 16 tutors are involved per night—ericket club would like to do is build an all embracing
someone is always missing out, because they cannot go wittmmunity centre whereby it would be able to bring under
anyone else. They cannot have a coordinator. So, the whoits umbrella the tennis and netball club and also service the
thing is chaotic. If one tutor is away, three kids are rushingpasketball need of the area which is a fast growing sport and
here and four there and no-one is coordinating them, althoughihich is much pursued and favoured by young people in this
they can come down to groups of one or two. State, whatever their socio-economic background.

So, instead of having a minimum of tutors with small  The club could run it as a community club. It needs about
groups all working together, you can have an extraordinarilys1 million to achieve that. It is a substantial sum of money
large number of tutors with children getting lost and every-but, with cooperation between Commonwealth, State and
thing going wrong. This scheme was designed for homes itocal governments and with the local community itself, it is
which there was one family and into which perhaps one onot an insurmountable amount of money. Unfortunately, what
two other students came. If no tutor turns up, the children dé fear is that, because of the debate that has raged over the
not get to join any other group or do anything. It does not fitpast few months with respect to Ms Kelly and her portfolio,
a boarding institution such as Wiltja. However, this year atall Governments, whatever their political persuasion, will be
Croydon, Taperoo and Cowandilla schools, and at othdpath, for fear of accusations of favouring one electorate over
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another, to spend the necessary funds to upgrade thedene a great deal in assisting organisations such as the
facilities. Kilburn Football Club.

It is interesting to note that Kilburn is in the Federal )
electorate of Adelaide which, as members know, is a Mr CONDOUS (Colton): | wish the member for Ross
marginal seat currently and temporarily held by the LiberaSMith all the best in his endeavours, because | know the
Party. | also note that Mrs Worth, the Federal Liberal membelilburn Football Club very well. | am patron of the Greek
for Adelaide, has also visited the Kilburn Football Club andFootball Club in A1 amateur league and we compete against
mouthed some pious and well meaning words agreeing aboffich other, and | realise the benefit it would be to the people
the need to upgrade the sporting facilities at the club. | an®f Kilburn, so I really hope that the honourable member
sure she is sincere in what she wishes for that electorate agdcceeds. | have also been successful in amalgamating the
I would be only too happy to join with her in a bipartisan Greek Foo_tba_ll Club with the Henley Old Scholars_ Fo_otball
approach to the Commonwealth Government to seek tho<e!ub, and it will be the Henley Greek Club competing in Al
sorts of funds with respect to assisting the club. nextyear. _ ) o

Unfortunately, in all the inquiries that | have made to date | Want to mention something that Mrs Kelly avoided in my
at local, State and Commonwealth Government level, thglecto.rate. I am very fortunate to have three surf lifesaving
answer is, ‘No, you will have to wait until after the budget ¢1uPs in my area: West Beach, Grange and Henley. All three
has been handed down as to whether there are any allocatidr{dPS: especially the Henley club, have a very long and proud
to be made for such worthy organisations as the KiIburr{“StOry of surf lifesaving in this State..l was gpproached by
Football and Cricket Club. | do not know what Federal Mr Tom Jennings, a former long-serving police officer who
money will be made available or what money is availablg!OW 0rganises the Henley Surf Lifesaving Club, who wanted
from the State Government, which no doubt will renege orf® Show me the facilities that club offered the young people
a number of undertakings and promises that it gave to th@f Colton and Henley and Grange. | was astounded when |

electorate last year, as it has already done to date, but | douf§ft to ook at the club because | was shown that, although
that any funds will be forthcoming from the State tWasa mixed club of both girls and boys, the women had no

Government. change facilities at all.

Because of the controversy concerning which a Minister, 10 2lleviate this situation, the girls were given the men’s
lost her job as a result of the so-called ‘sports rorts’ affair,csﬂ'%irevoern 22di:10|tlﬁg ?Qﬁépigznggingfdo'fntﬂ‘: ﬁ?g:ge%nd
(éeriscelz(rgtlrgu%r\gljvz?l?ﬁ?st?git%unc?nﬁ Shﬂr]lg elélle%ufrg(:il;gg;t?all an acility. | was so ag_hast to see the co_nditions that existe_d that

Mr Brindal: You'll get them th it , d | then asked the Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing to

rorindal: - Youll get them the money It youre good 5 me down and look at what Henley Surf Lifesaving Club
enough. . was putting up with, and he could not believe that a club of

Mr CLARKE: Ithank the member for Unley for his vote g ch Jong standing had such poor facilities. We can all be
of confidence in me as the member for the area, and | wilkjtica| of Ros Kelly, and let us look at the bare facts. She
report back to him quickly on any progress made. Becausgaye the Semaphore Surf Lifesaving Club $45 000 to
of the high levels of unemployment and social securityiangyate a kitchen, yet she could not give the Henley Surf
beneficiaries in the area, the need is great. Unfortunately, Wefesaving Club $39 000 or $40 000, with which it was then

_have a high crime rate i_n the area. True, Kilburn is not alon oing to put an equal amount to build a change facility for the
in those problems, which are experienced by a number Qs of the Henley Surf Lifesaving Club.

communities, but such problems are exacerbated by the lack The dilemma of the member for Ross Smith is that the

of facilities for young people. We have a high number ofyoney that should have gone to the Kilburn Football Club
migrant groups who have moved into the area and they neggent to the North Melbourne Football Club in the AFL. | do
assistance as well. _ _ _ not know whether it was because Simon Crean happened to
Nearly 89 per cent of children at Kilburn Primary School be the No. 1 ticket holder, but it was amazing that a rich AFL
have a school card: the need is there. The CommonwealfBague club could get half a million dollars when the money
Government did an outstanding job providing through Mrsyould have been better spent in a district such as Kilburn, to
Kelly's department a whole range of much needed facilitiesgerve a far more deserving community. The Henley Surf
and that is indisputable. Lifesaving Club has never had any support from the local
Mr Brindal interjecting: council. In fact, the council sent it an account recently for
Mr CLARKE: Whatever else, in terms of accounting or $1 000 for insurance, when it already has its own premises
documentation abilities, they are all valid arguments that caimsured.
be raised by any member of the Parliament, including the The club is now being asked to pay council rates, even
Opposition. | am not disputing their right to do so but, inthough the club itself is built on Crown land, on the sand, on
pursuit of a ministerial scalp, they have effectively createdvhich the council should not have the right to charge rates at
such a stink that in future any Government, of whateverll. What is even more unbelievable is that the old change
political colour, will be too frightened to do the jobs that rooms and toilets have been demolished, leaving no facilities
should be done in providing proper resources for deprivedor the general public to change in. | hope that the Minister
areas. We will all be the poorer for that because of the socidbr Recreation, Sport and Racing, somewhere in the alloca-
problems that will result from it. As | say, Mrs Worth was tion of funds within the next financial year, can find a paltry
only too happy to visit the Kilburn Football Club, make an $39 000 for this project.
inspection and mouth all the right sorts of platitude but, when Having been involved with street kids over a long period,
it came to her action in Canberra, she was baying for Mr¢ have yet to see anyone who is committed and dedicated to
Kelly’s blood along with the rest of the Liberal Party and wassport, who has that commitment to go to training and wants
happy indeed to try to kick the living daylights out of the to perform, really ever get into trouble with the law. | support
scheme, notwithstanding the fact that that scheme would hatbe honourable member in respect of Kilburn, because | know
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that those young people who will go to training three nights  In 1986 Dr Hopgood said that four or five years down the
aweek and play on Saturdays have a far better chance, havitrgck the Government would exempt some of the frozen areas
disciplined themselves in team sport, of becoming mordrom development restrictions, enabling them to revert to
worthwhile citizens in the community. normal planning controls. That was in 1986, Mr Speaker, and

The sooner governments realise that the cheapest way b§an tell you now that, while the land freeze is off, there are
policing the community is by getting the youth of this Statestill restrictions on that and which proh|b|t farmgrs anq
committed to sport and feeling a sense of mateship in playinftndowners from developing that land or increasing their
ateam sport, the quicker we will be able to put money moréiability on that land.
sensibly into the development of our youth, rather than waste Mr Brindal interjecting: _
it on policing because we do not provide the facilities that the MrBUCKBY: Itis eight years later and, as | said, some
member for Ross Smith spoke about. restrictions still apply. The Minister again in 1986 indicated

| turn now to the continuing problems on the Esplanadihat gxemptions would apply' to land divisions for general
at West Beach. | have looked at the letters on this subje grming, but O.f course those did not ever come_about. In May
written on behalf of the residents by the former member fo2f 1990 @ portion of the Sandy Creek area was included in the
Hanson to the Ministers and the police. Many people are no\ﬁarossa Valley Review. It was seen as a buffer ZOne, but after
contemplating moving away from the Esplanade at Wes@anyletters of protest frpm local landowners, ofyvhlch there
Beach, Military Road and the streets which run off it. That&€ approximately 120 in the area, and no replies from the
is because on hot evenings, especially on Fridays, Saturda sovernrc;u?nt n tﬁnsgenng thssﬁ Iet;ers_, the ;r(ta: ‘{Vaf’ then
and Sundays, anything up to 200 louts are there, some wi moved from e Barossa valley Review. at stage,
their car radios blaring with others doing wheelies an armers or landowners perhaps thoughtthap all was going to
burning rubber, with smoke going all over the place. Decen e well; however, not all was well because in January 1992

people who have come down there in the summer with thei eSarea was |gclqd_ed In :jhe MOlér.'t Lo_ft¥ Rgng?s R?V'ew'
families and who expect to have a little noise until midnight 0, more indecision and more dissatisfaction irom farmers

but then to be able to put their children to bed and have §"ded up with an SDP being developed and, finally, on 29

peaceful night and get up next morning to enjoy West BeacHt!y 1993, some seven and a half years after the land was
cannot do that. originally frozen—land which was only supposed to be

. . . frozen for a maximum of four to five years—the freeze was
| have spoken to the Brighton council. Brighton and y

S h ided fth bl by declari removed. However, still not all was well because there were
omerton have avoided some of the problems by declaringsyictions which remained on that freeze. Notice was given
the areas dry, closing down the public toilets and car park;

that the land would not be needed for any urban development

by 9 o'clock and putting humps in the road. They are veryq, ot jeast 10 years into the future and that still remains. The
drastic measures and | do not know whether they workspp o tlined:

pro_perly or whether they are the right things to do. | sincerely ... the above mentioned areas within the District Councils of

be“eve.that th‘? prqblem must be addressed by.neXt SUMM@Jy0ssa and Light and replacing these with policies which retain the
and | will certainly involve the Minister responsible. I think gpen, rural character of the region through the promotion of broad
ajoint working party is needed, made up of a couple of locahcre agricultural activities.

residents, the local member of Parliament, a couple of councithe problem that landowners are locked into in the conduct-
members who represent the ward and a member of the Poliggy of broad acre farming only is that of viability. If land-
Force. | honestly believe that if we are to bring some sort ofyyners of the region can only partake in the growing of crops
sanity bac_k to the area we need to address those problems tB@tsheep or cattle on a broad acre basis they are obviously
are affecting us. restricted in the different ideas or the different things that
_ ) _ ) they can take on. Share farming has been expanded in the

MrBUCKBY (Light): lwishto bring to the attention of region and it has taken over a number of small properties.
the House tonight a dilemma that faces the land owners in thehe problem is that with the restrictions remaining and the
Sandy Creek Concordia area, about five miles east of Ganq’feeze in a ‘semi-state’ so to Speak, farmers do not know
Let me give a little history first about how this has arisen. Onyhether in 10 years time they will be called on again for their
15 February 1986, Dr Hopgood, a Minister in the previougand to be frozen and taken up by the Planning Department;
Government, announced five potential urban developmer whether they should make investments in additional
sites to accommodate a metropolitan Adelaide population ghachinery, upgrade their fences, sheds and their property in

1.2 million people by the year 2010. Those areas were San@jeneral. It has become somewhat of a catch 22 for these
Creek, Roseworthy, Mount Barker, Aldinga and Willunga.people.

Under section 50 of the Planning Act, the land that was As | said, the lifting of the freeze has not solved their
outlined in those five areas was frozen. Owners could ngéroblems because, in the lifting of the freeze, restrictions still
deVelOp or subdivide that land. In effect, their land was frOZerhpp|y_ They are as follows: no chicken or other p0u|try,
in a stalemate, and its value went down at that time as Ratcheries and batteries maybe erected on properties; no other
result. large buildings which might be used for intensive keeping of
Landowners in those areas accepted this, because thagimals or intensive agriculture can be constructed on
recognised the fact that they could be involved in an urbaproperties and no horticulture in an artificial environment can
development and expected that a decision would be made bre created on those properties. As | mentioned, there are
arelatively short period of time to allow them either to makesome 120 land owners in this area. Their land value has
plans for development at a later date or to get back to theubsequently decreased because of the fact that they are
farming enterprises they were engaged in before the freezidgnited in what they can do with that land for agricultural
of that section. Section 50 provided that the Government wasurposes.
the decision maker and provided no right of appeal against If those farmers or people on smaller holdings seek to
that freezing of the land. increase their viability by increasing the intensiveness of their
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farming operations, they are not allowed to do so either bgtreet, they now have a highway with the potential for a lot
these restrictions. It has become a real dilemma for thesef traffic through to the Main North Road.
farmers. One particular farmer, who has done a lot of share Members in the south would be very familiar with this. In
farming in the area, has purchased land in the Murray-Malledact, the member for Mawson referred to a similar problem
Those land owners who are smaller landowners are noim the south. The problem with tre&l hocreleasing of land,
trying to find somebody else to do their work. If nobody elseor ad hocdevelopment, is that it impacts on those people who
does, they will be left with an area of land which is no longerlive around that development, and the provision of a road
viable. network illustrates that problem. The other problem with
Farmers would like to know one way or the other whetherdevelopment is the urban infrastructure. Already in these
they are considered to have agricultural broadacre oputer urban areas there are problems with schools, a lack of
agricultural land. They feel that should that land be require¢ommunity housing or meeting places, a lack of shops and
for urban development in future all the restrictions should bé lack of transport.
lifted and they should be advised that their land will definitely ~ With the Liberal Government's proposal to change the
be required. This is supported by a letter to Bunyip the  transport system we will probably run into further problems
local newspaper, by Mr Robert Finn from the District Councilwith transport, because in the outer areas we already have
of Light. A portion of his letter reads: problems with frequency of transport and the cost. The State
The District Council of Light is still concerned that the State Governmen.t .CrOSS'SUb.SIdlseS the CO.St er outer urban. areas.
Government has failed to review the boundary ofdbdactdong- 1 he competitive tendering system which is proposed will not
term development area. It has the capacity to house substantialssist in meeting costs for outer urban areas. The inevitable
more population than was originally earmarked and it has placegesult of the competitive tendering system is that fares will
‘éggré’i?;{gl:gtg%n&%lﬁ %glfiar‘{g;%z gt a time when they may neefjge i the outer urban areas and the frequency of services will
not be maintained but will be reduced.
| shall be bringing this problem to the notice of the Minister So, what we have is a series of new urban deve|opmentsl
and the Government in the hope of resolving it successfullyithout schools, without meeting places, without shops and
for farmers and landowners in the area who may seek t@jith reduced transport to get to these centres. This has a
increase their Vlablllty and undertake some of those hOftiCU'dramatiC effect upon the Community’ upon pe0p|e’s sense of
tural pursuits which this Government has outlined it iscommunity and on the basic facilities involved. A corollary
looking at in order to increase the export potential of thisof this is that people who move to these outer urban areas, the
State. mortgage holders, usually have tight funds and are not able
) ) to afford, say, a second car, and they are not able to afford to
Ms HURLEY (Napier): | have some sympathy withthe move around easily, so they are trapped in these urban
problems outlined by the member for Light, because | wangevelopments without suitable facilities to sustain their life
to talk about land use, development and so on. However, thiere in a meaningful way. This is particularly so for women
problems in Napier are with urban development and how thgho are often there with young children, unable to move

land use will be organised there. | particularly want to talkaround easily, unable to form groups or get together: they are
about the announced sale of South Australian Urban Langolated in their suburban developments.

Trust land. SAULT has small pOCketS of land around the We need to give a great deal of thought to whether we

metropolitan area of Adelaide. It has been responsible forthéncourage these dormitory suburbs. There are rows upon
controlled development of land around the urban fringes, anghys of housing. It might be quite good housing, there might
| believe it has some land in inner Adelaide as well. SAULTbe reserves and there m|ght be open spaces all around—and
has been responsible for releasing that land in a controllegh the area where the sale of SAULT land is proposed they
way and at reasonable cost so that urban development haf be surrounded by the Hills—but the fact of the matter is
been carried out at a pace which is affordable and sustainabiigat there is very little industry or small business around these
for the overall development of the city. areas. The people who live in these suburban boxes have to

A significant part of SAULT’s land holdings are in the travel to work, they have to travel to the shops and they have
outer northern area around Napier. The proposal to sell ofb travel to their schools and, as a result, there are problems
the remainder of SAULT land to fund election promises bywith transport and roads. Perhaps later on, when the children
the Liberal Government may cause problems for people in thigave grown up, we will get problems with employment and
northern fringes. This wholesale release of land will creat@inemployment.
a series of pressures on development in the north which will  There has been a lot of criticism about the development
be difficult to control. Part of the promise was that it would of the Elizabeth area in particular, that there is heavy industry
not be sold unless it conformed to urban planning guidelinesalongside living areas. During the recession much of that
However, the urban planning guidelines allow for extendedeavy industry has had to embark on employment shedding,
urban development along the northern fringes on the basind this has caused massive unemployment in the Elizabeth
that development in the south has run into environmentadrea with its attendant problems. At least people who live in
problems and needs to be restricted. Therefore, we havetige Elizabeth-Munno Para area still have some diversity. We
situation where there is urban infill in the middle of the city still have some mix of shopping and business, whether it be
and further development allowed along the north. large manufacturing or small manufacturing: we do not have

| think that we need to review this continually and take itrow upon row of suburbs where people are unemployed.
fairly carefully. That is why | am alarmed at this wholesale There is a sense of community and a sense of belonging to a
release of land to developers in the north. The Munno Pardiscrete entity.
council is already pushing through a four-lane highway along In the south vandalism and graffiti are big problems, and
a quiet residential area to allow further housing developmeninemployed youth, who are very bored and have nothing to
in the north-west. Not unnaturally, this is causing residentslo, have to travel long distances to get to any sort of enter-
a great deal of worry. Whereas they had a quiet suburbatinment or a social venue, and as a result these problems



322 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 8 March 1994

aggregate upon themselves. Admittedly, there is not the pusffects known, but many others are not known and have not
for industrial land or small business land. Itis a very difficult been identified. We know that cannabinoids break down into
problem, but we need to think carefully before we release big21 chemicals. When you smoke pot you draw into your
parcels of land for urban development. lungs tetrahydrocannabinol. That drug breaks down into 421
According to some reports, the housing market is startinghemicals, the effects of many of which are unknown.

to pick up. No doubt, if SAULT land is made available , p;man studies conducted by the American National
developgrs will acquire it and then sell the land. We need tgy iitite of Drug Abuse it was found that the chief psycho-
look again at what sort of controls we put on these. develop ctive cannabinoid was delta-9-THC. Studies on animals—
ments. This is a case where we need local councils and the: \vhich | do not agree—show that 5 per cent of the
State Government to work together and intervene in the S_O%Irahydrocannabinol is assumed to create the ‘high’ when
of development we achieve and to step back and thing,mans smoke it. Research shows that this 5 per cent causes
carefully about not only where we place our urban develop-s me problems. However, what concerns me and, indeed, the

ment but also where we place our industrial development andise archers is what damage the other 95 per cent of the THC
where we encourage small business to establish. If wg doing.

encourage people to live in the outer suburbs we also need to

encourage business to establish in those outer suburbs. ~ Research has shown that some of the non-psychoactive
An honourable member: We agree with you. cannabinoids have caused harm to other bodily organs such

Ms HURLEY: Thank you very much. This sort of @S the heart, the liver and the brain. Research also shows that

planned development on an overall basis is really the way warijuana smoking is harmful to the entire pulmonary tree,
need to move because we do not want to create a futuf@nging from the sinus cavity to the deepest recess of the

ghetto—even though it may be a very attractive ghetto—in4Nngs.

the northern suburbs. We do not want to perpetuate unem- | refer to an article entitled ‘Marijuana: More of the grim
ployment; we do not want to perpetuate the problems we segory’ which states:

in Elizabeth where large manufacturing industries have shed

i iain Dr Rudolph Leuchtenberger and his wife, Cecile, of the Swiss
E;%?:%Srwnirtehgoct)t%rgrv ;%ngen@ployment. We need to tie IrI]nstitute for Experimental Cancer Research at Lausanne, studied

. . . more than 5000 animal and human lung-cell cultures exposed to
I do not think that in the past departments have combineguffs of smoke from a marijuana cigarette and from a tobacco
in a coordinated way. If we are to solve our urban problentigarette. Their conclusion: fresh smoke from marijuana cigarettes
we must do a little more planning and thinking about how weS harmlful to lung dce”sl.i” that Ilt QO”tr'bTUrt]es to ”lle ?evelt%pn?egt of
qontrol our own environment and the way i_n which peopl C{eég?t'egﬁggtrﬁﬂchr?gsgg?rggfs'ons' € smoke from fhe tobacco
live and their needs for a sense of community and a sense 0
belonging therein. It is not simply enough to build nice Notwithstanding the scientific research, | have personally
houses and leave reserve space. witnessed the decline in health of many bikies in South
Australia during my time in the South Australian Police
Mr BASS (Florey): During this grievance debate | wish Department Bikie Squad back in the 1970s. In one instance,
to speak about a subject of which | have had first-hane bikie who was well known to me was an active user of
knowledge for some 20 years. | feel that | can speak withmany drugs and openly admitted to smoking three or four
some authority on the subject of marijuana. | add that | cafjoints a day. This bikie left South Australia to live in
speak about it only because of my involvement with thoseQueensland and some two years later, when he returned to
who have been active in smoking the drug and from mySouth Australia, our friendship was renewed. During a
personal observations. | have never smoked marijuana ngbnversation one night over a drink, Al—I will call him—
had the desire to do so. informed me that he no longer smoked dope. Why? Because
What concerns me, and should concern the people df was affecting his memory as well as his health. It seemed
South Australia and the members of this House, is th¢hat while in Queensland he was studying to complete his
damage being done to our youth of today. We have, inrade and found that his memory was no longer what it used
today’s society, an ongoing battle between tobacco comeo be and, notwithstanding his age, he found it difficult to
panies and those who are concerned for the health of owoncentrate. He stopped smoking dope and within six months
society, yet people are forever lobbying that marijuana shoultlis memory improved and his concentration returned. More
be legalised. | quote from thedvertiser dated 25 February, to his surprise, a nagging cough and chest pains that he had
the headline of which reads, ‘Deadly Drugs Hit City Streets’,been suffering also disappeared within two months of his
and which states: stopping smoking the dreaded weed. | saw that scenario
The drugs are marketed as ‘similar to speed’ (a stimulant) butepeated many times during my time in the Bikie Squad and
little is known about the chemical compositions of Wah and Technothe Drug Squad. That only confirms what scientific research
So far only one analysis of Wah has been conducted. The Drug argas shown.
Alcohol Services Council found it contained a ‘frightening’ mixture
of local anaesthetic and the stimulant caffeine. | refer to a recent report from Wellington, New Zealand,
One might say that anybody who took those tablets would b&hich is entitled ‘Use of cannabis "can damage brain™ and
rather silly. Let me explain to this House a little aboutWhich states:
marijuana, indian hemp, pot, or a joint—all names of the  cannanis use can cause significant and irreversible brain
plantcannabis sativaThe plant itself is not dangerous. What damage. . studies have shown. Damage could continue to occur
is dangerous is the oil that the plant contains—an oil calledip to five years after last using the drug, and in some cases the

tetrahydrocannabinol. When a person smokes cannabis tifl3mage was i”e‘_’efsibkfh [Ihe fes%"?‘mh-er};ai? no evidence had .
A . ) . een tound previously that cannablS causead gross impairment to

oil is drawn into the person's lungs and, hence, into the. o qiive ability. While that still might be true, her study found

bloodstream. People draw into their bloodstream some 6dannabis did have ‘significant’ and sometimes apparently irreversible

cannabinoids, some of which have been identified and theffects on the brain function.
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Nevertheless, we still have supporters who continually wanEommittee’s recommendations with respect to executive
to legalise what may well be a bigger infliction on the peoplesalaries will be implemented. The days of the fast buck for
of this world than cigarettes and alcohol. the Public Service are all over.

The hue and cry over cigarette advertising amazes me We found out what that means: it means that you say one
when one considers that it was not very many years ago théting and you do something else altogether. You say that you
cigarettes were introduced to the world and now, apart fronare going to accept the recommendations, that there is to be
the millions who die from diseases associated with cigaretteoderation and that there are to be no more big salaries. You
smoking, millions of dollars are spent to try to stop one ofwould probably even want to listen to the former member for
worst killers in modern history. Alcohol is no different. When Hayward when he used to make statements in this House to
first introduced to the world, it was a great social event, yethe effect that the highest paid individuals in the Public
years later it kills and injures hundreds and thousands dbervice ought to be the Premier and the Ministers.
innocent people and causes many illnesses that have ruined Mr Brindal: That is quite right, too.
not only individual lives but the lives of the drinker’s family. Mr QUIRKE: | see that he still holds that position.

Some 421 unidentified chemicals can be introduced intdnfortunately, the Government that he represents has not
one’s body to simply obtain a high caused by a minute partaken that view. It goes out into the community and makes the
of some of the 421 chemicals. To those who support the&ight statements in thadvertiser it comes in here and it talks
legalisation of marijuana, | say this: if the people whoabout Mr Guerin, but the much more worrying trend is the
introduced cigarettes and alcohol to the world knew themessage that is going out to public servants across the whole
sickness and injury they have brought to the modern worldPublic Service, and that is that, if you are one of the ones
| am sure they would have thrown it all away as they wereanointed by the new Government, you can expect a 20 per
returning to their homes. As a member of this House, | willcent plus pay rise, because that is what is being paid. And we
not be party to inflicting another catastrophe on this worldsaw a paper justification today when we found out what rate
a catastrophe which may well destroy the life of my childrenof pay that person would receive in Victoria.
or their children’s children. | submit that not only is marijua-  Indeed, it is very interesting to see which way this is
na a drug which should be banned but laws should be mading. It is also interesting to see the other appointments
that carry the highest penalties for cultivation, possession dreing made much further down the line and in the ministerial
use of any part of the drug. offices and the salaries. It would be very interesting to

speculate on how far this is to go in the next six to 12 months.

Mr QUIRKE (Playford): This afternoon the Premier There is no doubt that paying ministerial officers $75 000—
made a statement to the House which, | must say, contained Mr Brindal: Who told you that rubbish?
some very interesting information, particularly interms ofthe  Mr QUIRKE: Itis interesting that the member for Unley
articles we have been reading concerning the salaries beisgys that it is rubbish. | understand that a number of people
offered to attract key players into the new Brown Govern-closely associated with him are paying these sorts of rates for
ment'’s regime. The interesting thing was that, when we wentinisterial officers. This is a significant increase on what had
through the statement, we found that the sums paid for theeen the norm in South Australia before the Brown
separation packages of a number of people disposed of by ti&vernment.

Government added up to a large seven figure amount. What Various other things have happened in the past 90 or so
we also saw (although it was not spelt out in this report butlays since the State election, one of which provoked a great
is something which has been made known in the media) wageal of public indignation and, certainly, indignation by
the enormous increase in salary for at least two of thénembers on this side of the House: in the last sitting week we
Government officials that we know of. The salary increaseound that a statement had been made in the other place that,
for the head of the Department of the Premier and Cabinetisll of a sudden, there would be a reference to the ERD
about $40 000 to $50 000, and a substantial increase is to kemmittee in respect of the compulsory checking of motor
given to the new Under Treasurer. vehicles. | remember that last year in this Chamber Dr
| find this all very interesting. In fact, the statement dealtHopgood raised certain allegations about the MTA and,
at length with the arrangements made with Mr Guerin. Thaindeed, Liberal fundraising and compulsory car testing. | took
is a legitimate target. The statement heralded that a substame part in those debates. | listened with interest as the whole
tial pay rise has been approved for a couple of chief publithing unfolded.
servants in key positions filled by the new Brown Govern- | took the view then that, where there was smoke, there
ment. It will be very interesting to see where this stops. Thergvas probably some fire and that at sometime during this
is no doubt that the salaries paid to every Chief Executivgarliamentary session there would be an attempt to bring in
Officer—all those who have kept their jobs as well as thosevehicle testing to provide extra work for the members of the
yet to be appointed—will be about 20 per cent or more inMTA. | did not think that it would be brought in so brazenly
excess of what was paid by the last Government. within the first two sitting weeks. | did not think that there

Mr Brindal: Pure speculation. would be a murmur from any of the members opposite or

Mr QUIRKE: The member for Unley talks about their Ministers to move in that direction for some consider-
speculation. We listened last year to his carping and whingeable time. | took the view that there would be some decency,
ing over executive salaries. What is he saying about Mpatrticularly since the Minister concerned had been involved
Schilling? He is saying nothing. A couple of other pointsin other escapades which can be referred to only as being
should be brought out. When the new Government wasather heartless and vicious, and | am talking about the
elected in December, it went on a binge with the Adelaidedismissal of Mr Brown and the STA.

Advertiserof re-releasing a series of press releases. That No doubt a number of other things will come out, one by
continued right through into January. One release by thene, in the next weeks of parliamentary sitting. | will listen
Treasurer was very interesting. | believe that he said on 2@ith interest to the debate on the shop trading hours inquiry,
December, ‘The entirety of the Economic and Financeébecause the smart money out there says that it will recom-
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mend a deregulation of shopping in South Australia. That naturally. It was not part of the job, but something that Jack
world was told something different last year but, if you readdid as an individual. For that | think all players who have
the fine print, you find that we will have an inquiry. | would been involved in the club are eternally grateful. He treated all
like to put on the record tonight that | believe that inquiry will players and people involved in the Sturt Football Club and all
recommend a total deregulation of shopping hours in Soutthe clubs in which he was involved as individuals. He
Australia—that, in fact, there will be a complete abrogationmotivated and communicated with them to get the best out
of the promises made before the last State election. | hopeof them. He was very quick to judge an individual's ability
am wrong, but when that inquiry brings down its report it will as a footballer. It is my experience that Jack could sum up a
be interesting person’s football ability on the first or second night of

Mr Brindal interjecting: training.

Mr QUIRKE: The member for Unley says that I willbe | cite the example of Robbert Klomp who ended up
wrong. He will probably have the most to lose because therplaying many games for Sturt, South Australia and Carlton.
are a lot of shopkeepers in his electorate. Robbert went down with the Heathfield High School, which

I would like to make similar predictions regarding other | attended, and he was on the track for an hour. Within two
issues, but we have not had any decisions yet. We would likgears Jack had him playing in a grand final for the league
to know where we are going with the Hindmarsh Islandteam. He recognised Robbert’s ability instantly, and he did
bridge and a number of things like that. We find that we ardhat over the years with countless players. Jack’s father-like
having one inquiry after another with one decision afterapproach and his attitude to discipline led to great loyalty
another not being made. But, certainly, the message is thebeing given to him by the players and he was also very loyal
now for public servants in the upper echelons of the Publi¢o them. His philosophy on football was quite simple: if we
Service in South Australia that a pay rise is on the way.  were the more skilful team and if we had the ball the other

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable team simply could notscore. His whole approach to football
member’s time has expired. The member for Davenport. was about skills.

He revolutionised the game by using handball as an

Mr EVANS (Davenport): Tonight | wish to pay a special attacking rather than a defensive weapon. He introduced the
tribute to a great South Australian, the late Jack Oatey. | wisheverse punt, what some may know as the banana ball. He
to pass on my and my family’s condolences to Mary, Robertlso introduced the check side ruck, which Rick Davies used
and Peter and the surviving family for their loss. My family so successfully for a number of years. Those innovations into
and | were at Football Park last Thursday with about 1 50@he game revolutionised the game of football and gave us the
others to take part in the memorial service. Tonight, | wishmodern game that we have today. This skills-based concept
to put on record Jack Oatey’s record of service to the Soutbf football gave Jack his outstanding record as a player and
Australian football fraternity, because | believe that | am thea coach. No-one is quite sure how many games Jack played
only member of this place who served as a player under thas a player. We know, though, that it was at least 219 senior
late Jack Oatey. | was involved with the Sturt Football Clubgames. He was an outstanding rover for Norwood, South
from 1975 to 1981, and | was fortunate enough to be on th&lelbourne and South Australia, and came runner up in the
senior training list under Jack for four of those years. | amMagarey Medal. He also coached over 775 games over some
also aware that the Deputy Clerk (David Bridges) was clos&7 seasons, and this included 10 premierships in 17 grand
to the late Jack Oatey in his capacity as a team manager fifals, with five premierships in a row in Sturt’s golden era
some of the junior teams of the Sturt Football Club, and from 1966 on.
know of his interest in this topic. It was certainly a family affair at the Sturt Football Club.

To many of the players of the Sturt Football Club JackThe Oatey family has now provided four generations of
Oatey was more than just a coach: he was a father figuréeague footballers to this State. Jack’s father Ted played for
Virtually every player will testify to the great interest that Port and West Torrens; Jack himself, of course, played; his
Jack took in his players not only in their football skill but in sons, Robert and Peter played for Norwood, and Robert also
their success off the field whether it be in their employmentplayed for Sturt; and now grandson David plays for Sturt. |
their family life or their education. Jack’s philosophy on life must pay tribute to Mary and her family for the tremendous
was that success on the field was only one part of your makevay they supported Jack in his achievement. It is my view
up as a person and that you should try to do your best tand the general attitude at Sturt that Jack’s great achievement
succeed in your other endeavours. He led by example with his also the Oatey family achievement, because without their
interests off the field. For instance, | applied for a job with asupport Jack could not possibly have achieved all the great
builder by the name of Alan Sheppard. As | walked in thethings that he has. So, | pay tribute to Mary and the outstand-
door for my interview Jack walked out. Apart from my ing way in which she has supported Jack over all the years.
parents, | had not told anyone that | was going for the Jack Oatey had a great sense of humour. He was a great
interview. To this day | do not know how Jack found out I story teller. He certainly had a temper, and those who had the
was going for that interview, and | still do not know whether pleasure to sit in the coach’s box with Jack during a league
he influenced my winning the job. If he did, | am grateful game would certainly know what | refer to there. He was a
because that job helped to establish me in that field. That wagry intense and very private person. Even though | was at
the sort of interest that Jack took in his players. Sturt for five or six years, | know little of Jack Oatey’s

He would know whether you were successful in yourprivate life, other than that he and Mary were tremendous
university examinations. | know that | was questioned oncelancers. But that is the nature of the man; he was such a
on why | had not achieved as high a mark in a particulaprivate man.
subject as Jack thought | should have. So, Jack took an Jack was involved in far greater things than just the
interest in all his players at all levels. When one considers thdevelopment of a tremendous club at Sturt. He was also
number of people involved in the Sturt Football Club, thatinvolved in the development of Football Park, in giving
was a tremendous thing that he did for his players; and he digldvice to other football coaches all over Australia and in
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developing coaching manuals and courses for the SANFL. Heones throughout South Australia. That is what | advocated
has been honoured now by a medal being awarded for trend | am pleased that my Party has seen fit to do this and, in
best player at the grand final each year and, of course, he wkact, we will see a real boost for country areas.
involved in football until his death. My brothers and | are | was saddened and dismayed during the election cam-
very grateful that we were able to share football with Jackpaign when the Australian Labor Party put out a pamphlet ‘A
Oatey. It is a privilege that we certainly treasure. | offer myvital message for country voters’. | was saddened, first,
condolences again to the family. He was a great Australiarbecause on the front page it had the ALP logo still using the
He will be missed but certainly not forgotten. Australian flag, which the Federal ALP has made clear it does
not want a bar of and wants that flag replaced. Many

Mr MEIER (Goyder): 1 did not have an opportunity members of the State Labor Party also want it replaced, yet
during my Address in Reply speech to extend a very sincerghey were happy to fly with it at this election. But that was
thank you to the electors of Goyder for having returned meyot what saddened me the most.
atthe last State election, and | wish to do so now. | have very The country electorates were identified in the legend
much appreciated the support they have shown to me ovelumbered 1 to 11 as South Australian country seats. Mr
many years. One never wants to be carried away by oneeputy Speaker, you represent the seat of Gordon, the
own personal commitments or one’s own personal efforts irleventh seat listed and you would know that the Labor Party
an electorate, because | know the Party stands for so muchéither inadvertently or deliberately missed listing three
this day and age, and | therefore want to acknowledge theountry seats in that pamphlet. It missed out the significant
excellent work of the Liberal Party and the face that theand large area encompassed by the electorate of Eyre, which
Liberal Party put forward at the last election. Obviously, aswvas not identified. It missed out the country electorate of
a candidate for the Liberal Party, | was one of theGiles and it missed out the country electorate of Frome. In
37 members in the House of Assembly to benefit. fact, there are not 11 but 14 country electorates.

I also want to thank very sincerely and to acknowledge my Those three electorates were not identified in the pam-
campaign team and my campaign manager, Jeff Cook, whghlet. The former member for Stuart, Mrs Colleen Hutchison,
is from Minlaton and who has become well known in Southcontested the seat of Eyre and it is not surprising that, as the
Australia and interstate through many of the poems that haLP was not prepared to acknowledge the seat in the country
has written. Members may be aware that Jeff Cook had nqgdfamphlet that went to all areas, she did not get in. The Labor
written poetry until a few short years ago when his best friendParty candidate in the seat of Frome, Allan Aughey, likewise,
passed away at a very young age as a result of cancer, adidi not get in, especially as the ALP did not acknowledge him
Jeff wrote his first poem to be read at the funeral of thain the country seat allocation, and the one surprise was the
friend, and from then on he has continued to write poetry an¢brmer Treasurer, the Hon. Frank Blevins, now the member
he has now written, and had published and printed threfor Giles. That vote was close, and | must admit that many of
books that he seems to have a great knack of selling wherevety constituents said there was one thing that saddened them
he goes. He said that, on one trip to Tasmania, in an aircrai the election campaign and that was that the Liberal Party
he asked the pilot whether he could read a few poems anddfid not win the seat of Giles. That saddened me, too. With 37
was agreed to. members now, perhaps we could not expect to have 38 or 39

He had made up a poem about the flight, and he sold manyiembers: that will have to wait until the next election.
books on that flight, because the pilot and passengers were And, my word, we will be fighting in that respect! The
so impressed. In fact, he went up and down the aisles sellinggember for Spence interjected a little earlier about the result
his book before the flight arrived in Tasmania. He has haéh Wallaroo, and | am pleased he brought that matter up,
similar experiences on other flights and bus trips. Jeff was because | am very pleased to say that, for the first time in
great person to have as campaign manager. | always felt vergcent history (in fact, | suppose for the first time in history
confident that if | had to be elsewhere helping other members$ull stop—although | have not done my homework back for
things would be in good hands with Jeff. Sincere thanks td00 years but | will take the opportunity to do that), the
Jeff Cook. Liberal Party managed to win Wallaroo. | must admit that it

| also acknowledge the work of Mary Davey, from has been an aim of mine ever since | have represented that
Yorketown. | have known Mary for many years and, in fact,area, although | was not expecting to do it this time.
she did all the book work. She is secretary of my SEC. | thought that at this election | would get close and,
Barbara Chapman from Balaclava made sure the flag flew Hopefully, at the next election it would happen, but it was
| was not present in Balaclava and surrounds. John Koendeaghieved four years earlier than | anticipated. | want to thank
from Maitland is a gentleman who has become a great frienthe Wallaroo people very sincerely for the confidence shown
of mine and | really appreciate his advice and guidance. Jiih the Liberal Party and in me as the new member. It was
Clough from Kadina is a relative newcomer to the area butvery heartening that, for the first time, | had the pleasure of
she has made herself part and parcel of the community infaeing able to win every booth. Itis another challenge for me
short time. John Pointen is President of the Goyder SEC and ensure that it remains that way, and it can only reflect on
has had a strong steering influence over several years. me if things go in the reverse but, since the Liberal Party

Mr Atkinson: Who was at Wallaroo? intends to win an increasing number of seats at the next

Mr MEIER: It was interesting to analyse the election andelection, | hope that | may be able to continue to win all
see what the Labor Party put forward. | have said for sombooths and, hopefully, to increase the majority.
years in this House that the Labor Party had forgotten country Many people asked during the campaign, ‘Do you think
areas. Indeed, members may recall that | asked the Labgou’ll win?’—not me personally, but the Liberal Party—and
Party to extend enterprise zones to other areas of Souttsaid, ‘I am confident but after the Federal election | take
Australia. | noticed in the last election campaign that theynothing for granted. One thing, though: if we don’t win this
promised to extend an enterprise zone to the South-East. Thime we’ll never win in our present democratic system.’ | said
House will realise that the Liberal Party has set up enterpristhat because of the total untruths printed time and again and
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stated by the Labor Party. There were so many untruths that the moment is undoubtedly a vivid example of the impact
I thought, it's been said so often that | suspect the people wilbf nutrient deposition and disposal into the Murray River
believe it. But, thanks to all South Australians, they did notsystem; it is in fact a direct cause of that outbreak. | must
believe it. congratulate the Premier on the Government’s initiative in

They saw through the untruths and realised that Laboannouncing last week that a major study will be undertaken
could not be trusted any more. They realised that so many @6 assess the alleviation of that problem with respect to the
the statements made—which time will not permit me to gowvater supply to the lower Murray lakes area and particularly
through, although I was hoping to go through 1 to 10—werghe areas of Clayton and Strathalbyn.
total fabrications, and we will show over the next four years The announcement indicated that a budget of $10 million
that the Liberal Party will take this State from strength toto $15 million total expenditure may be needed to alleviate
strength with all the power that it can wield, with the resultthe blue-green algae problem in terms of rectifying the
that South Australians and Australia will benefit, and oncedomestic water supply requirement in that area, and it
again we will become a great State. highlighted why this problem needs to be alleviated at the

moment. No-one can deny that the nutrient infiltration being

Mr ANDREW (Chaffey): Recognising that this griev- precipitated from these effluent disposal systems—without
ance debate relates to the Supply Bill, | would like first to usedoubt because of its nutrient status—is inflicting an environ-
the opportunity this evening to refer to some of the publicment downriver that is facilitating this blue-green algae
servants in my electorate. This is the one opportunity | dicbutbreak.
not have time to take during my maiden speech, but | would | can give some examples. For instance, at the Renmark
like to place on public record the very valuable closesystem, where River Murray flows exceed 15 000 megalitres,
cooperation and communication | have had with a very largehere is a direct flow into the river through the Bookmark
cross-section of public servants in my electorate since th€reek, and it has been estimated that this in itself can supply
election. This cross-section of public servants has come from direct nutrient status increase downriver of greater than 1
awide area, whether it be from teachers, policemen or E&W@er cent. A similar situation exists out of the Waikerie
Department workers, and many of them have stopped mexidation lagoon, where average flows exceed some 40 000
casually in the street in the various towns in the electorate anthegalitres, and on average it would happen in perhaps only
not only offered warm congratulations to me and theone out of every six years. That again provides a direct link
Government but also offered to work very closely andwith the river system and provides a direct impact and
cooperatively. addition to the total nutrient load downriver from that outlet

Over and above that, there has been a very kind offer frorof greater than 1 per cent of nutrients.
a number of senior departmental public servants to make | want to highlight some of the history of these oxidation
available their cooperation personally to me in my office. Iponds, bearing in mind that the situation goes back 20 to 30
found that not only supportive but also encouraging andyears, when all local government areas fought very strongly
while members in this House—some perhaps from the othergainst the requirement of the Government of the day to place
side—and some members of the public may treat this a littléhose effluent ponds on the flood plain. Understandably (and
sarcastically and say that they would expect that group ofam more than sympathetic to the current feeling by the local
public servants or a section of them to come and make thafovernment areas concerned at the moment) they think they
type of offer, | found it to be very genuine, and | have takenhave been discriminated against in terms of the pressure upon
it in that spirit. | am sure we will continue to work in close them by the previous Government for them to take total
cooperation, as | have indicated. responsibility for the financial removal of these oxidation

I would like to use this opportunity tonight to raise an ponds. | know that it is always easy in retrospect to say that
issue that is of serious concern to my electorate and also &ffluent ponds should not have been placed in those positions,
the State at large. | refer to the common effluent disposabut quite obviously they were quick fix solutions at the time
ponds located on the flood plain on the basin of the riveand now potentially we have to pay the long term price for
valley, recognising that this is designed as the evaporatiotieir ultimate removal.
system for septic tank disposal and recognising the very | want to allude briefly to the financial options as they
important issue at the moment of their effect on the bluehave developed in terms of the removal of those oxidation
green algae outbreaks farther down the river. | would ask thponds. Back in 1990-91 the State Government of the day,
House to note that only three evaporation ponds—one ahrough the E&WS Department, initiated a formal engineer-
Renmark, one at Waikerie and one at Berri—still remain oring study of the options and, in doing so, worked very closely
the river system. Some members of the House may appreciatéth the working party from the Riverland Local Government
thatin 1991 the effluent disposal system was transferred frorAssociation. However, much to the frustration of the Local
Mannum and alleviated and that a little over 12 months ag@Government Association at the time they were not prepared
a similar alleviation was fixed from the total Murray Bridge to make any formal recommendations and only came up with
effluent disposal system. the optionger se Although that was completed in November

| raise the issue this evening for three main reasons: firsf,991, unfortunately the Government of the day failed and
as | have just indicated, because of its current obvious effecefused to give that information to the Local Government
on the blue-green algae outbreak in the lower Murray systenmAssociation until well into 1992.
secondly, because | would like to explain and expound upon Then, in December 1992 prior to the Federal election, the
the need for funding to have these effluent evaporation pond3rime Minister Mr Keating, as part of the election carrots he
moved; and thirdly because their non-removal at the momentas offering for the March 13 election, under the Healthy
is a direct hindrance to further urban expansion in theRivers Program offered $30 million over three and a half
Riverland towns that are affected. years as part of the Commonwealth-State partnership in the

As has come to the public attention in the past 10 days, thiational Landcare Program, using their potential removal as
current blue-green algae outbreak in the lower Murray systera carrot for that funding. In a big hurry, and putting pressure
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on local government at the time, they were forced to lodge | have had the pleasure of visiting a large number of high
applications immediately. Unfortunately, that money seemschools, primary schools and private schools in my electorate,
to have evaporated for the past 12 months. and they greatly appreciate the Minister for Education’s

The current situation is that a new bid is being undertakefBack to Basics’ philosophy, which is already being imple-
by the National Landcare Program. Under that program thermented. They have eagerly grasped the six-point plan by the
has been a suggested agreement for one third Federal fundifgovernment to take head-on Labor’s legacy of a huge
one third State funding and one third local governmentnaintenance backlog in our schools, with which members
funding. As part of the new Government | am pleased t@pposite would agree.
support this and to make every endeavour to put the appropri- In 1993 a national study by the Australian Teachers Union
ate pressure on the Minister concerned. | am delighted to notevealed that South Australian schools were the worst
that local government is prepared to accept a one thirdhaintained in the nation. The $230 million backlog in
financial responsibility for a project, which is estimated to bemaintenance is the result of 20 years of neglect by Labor. The
in the order of $2.65 million, to remove those three oxidatioranswer to the problems in education in South Australia is not
lagoons. a quick fix, as Labor tried to do, but a long-term strategy.

As | say, | am delighted that the Government is prepared The Government’s plan to rebuild our schools—and these
to be part of that program and we will be making everythings are being put into operation—includes a $20 million
endeavour to make sure that the Federal Government Bost over four years in addition to maintenance and minor
prepared to come good and accept it as a logical and \&orks spending (that has been put into operation) and
required program under the national landcare tripartite optiorsupplying paint to school councils which seek to use parent
Time prevents me from making my final point, but | reinforce volunteers to maintain schools, and that has already been put
to this House that, because those oxidation lagoons aigto operation. This Government will allow greater use of
limited by the 1990 Water Resources Act, they have not beeprivate contractors by schools and not insist on the use of
removed and it is retarding development in the Riverland. SACON staff. There are fast tracking approvals for schools

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable wanting to sell surplus land and use the funding for mainte-
member’s time has expired. nance and minor works, and this is already being put into

action. An expansion of the community service order scheme,

MrLEGGETT (Hanson): | support the Supply Billand which is occasionally used to help with school maintenance,
share with a large percentage of South Australians, includinbas been put into operation. Finally, there is consideration of
the member for Spence, in commending the Government, theescheme which, on a voluntary basis, uses the skills of the
Premier and his Cabinet for the positive leadership they havenemployed to address maintenance work within schools. All
given since 11 December. There is a sense of enthusiasm aofithese things are practical and basic.
optimism in all areas of Government across South Australia, This Government has made it quite clear that there will be
particularly in my electorate of Hanson. Due to the colossaho mass closures of schools, as we saw over the past 11 years
mismanagement of the State’s finances over the past 11 yeansider the Labor Administration. There were drastic unprece-
with which | am sure the member for Spence would agree, thédented closures.
change of Government is refreshing because many essential Mr Atkinson interjecting:
services in Hanson in particular were seriously affected Mr LEGGETT: Itis all very well for the member for
during the lifetime of the previous Government. CommunitySpence, happy little vegemite that he is, to sit there and have
projects were cut. One community centre, the Camdea go at what | am saying. However, it is a fact that 71 schools
Community Centre, almost closed its doors but the change dfave been closed since 1985-86. | am sure that, being the man
Government has saved the day. he is, the academic, he has already noted that. This peaked

Under the Arnold Government, STA bus services were cuéfter the 1989 election with 13 schools closed in 1990-91 and
to such a degree that in 1993 there were no services dif closed in 1991-92, as the member for Spence well knows.
Sundays on Anzac Highway to Camden Park, only hourlyThis coincides with the promise in 1985 of no cuts to teacher
services on Saturday and no night services at all. Thisumbers. Yet, since then, 1 200 teachers have lost their jobs.
thoroughly inconvenienced the elderly and forced many Because of my interestin education, my focus is not just
handicapped people to be home-bound. Subsequently, thisas the conventional school system. |, too, have a deep interest
now changing. The Camden Community Centre in Hansoim education in Correctional Services institutions. | applaud
focused on providing various activities for the needs of manyhe progressive ‘no nonsense’ policies of my colleague, the
people in Camden and surrounding districts. Over 120Mlinister for Correctional Services. The Minister recognises
people go through the centre per week. the need to overhaul our correctional services, which were

It is a centre which prides itself on a literacy program, abadly run down by the former Government. He understands
creche, aged care and a young disabled program. Yet thwery clearly that there is a need for the basic educating of
former Government slashed the coordinator’s fees from fulprisoners. There must be the opportunity to guide some
time to 19 hours per week and then back to $8 000 or eighihmates through secondary SACE and PES subjects and
hours per week in 1993, desperately crippling the communitadvanced tertiary programs. | believe that there is a great
centre. Such was its lack of concern for the welfare of theneed in all correctional institutions in this State to have basic
community through slicing the coordinator’s fees, it effective-remedial and drama courses efficiently operated. This is long
ly snuffed out the life of the Camden Community Centre.overdue.

Now the centre relies on the generosity of the West Torrens To support my argument, | draw attention to the following
council to provide $15 000 a year to keep it going. Had theeports from the Prisons Advisory Council given over the past
former Government, of which we see a small number othree years on some of our institutions. The Minister for
members on the Opposition benches, been in power in 199€orrectional Services during this period was the member for
we would have seen the complete demise of the Camdegiles. His time at the helm was from 1984 to 1 October 1992.
Community Centre. I will look, first, at the Northfield Prison Complex on 20
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February 1990 and 11 December 1993—the dayiitamic  business has which are not the making of government but the
finally sank; the last rearrangement of the deck chairs of thenaking of the friends of the Labor Party, and that is big
Arnold Government. business.

There they were; you could see them all—sunning them- A constituent who owns and operates a service station has
selves as the Government fell and asThanicwent down!  contacted me. As part of his business he sells soft drinks. He
| quote from part of the report of 20 February 1990, ashas been advised by Coca Cola that as from Monday 28
follows: February a handling fee of 5¢ per bottle will be charged and

There should be the establishment and facilitation of arwill continue to be charged on all 300 millilitre and one litre
appropriate pre-release program and council recommends the idgattles of soft drink. It is worth noting that they are the only

proposed by Tony Vinson of prison officers being responsible for the.; ; ; ; i
welfare of groups of prisoners. There is no-one looking at the perso%u'zeS of soft drink that are dispensed in glass bottles: in other

and following her through the prison system. The result is thatVords, they are the bottles which can be truly recycled. This
women . . miss out. The education officer. isdoing a good job but manufacturer of soft drinks is now charging an additional 5¢
there is a need for another person so that each institution can develfgr every bottle that is sold. Why has this practice been
separately. introduced? | am sure members opposite will be pleased to
Whilst we appreciate that there are difficulties in administerknow that their mates from Coles and Woolworths are
ing programs and running institutions of this nature, | referesponsible for this. As we would all know only too well, the
to page 2 of the report of 11 December, as follows: previous Government gave in to Coles and Woolworths with
There is no work for inmates, which leads to boredom andthe extended trading hours which virtually crippled small
tensions rising. This has led to vandalism, such as damage to timisiness, an action which was quickly turned around by the
kitchen facility which was possible because of lack of supervisionpresem Government. | know from the close contact that |
| refer to the Port Augusta situation, and again the membédnave with small businesses in my electorate that this has had
for Giles was the then Minister of Correctional Services. Thea major impact.
course started very well, wheelbarrows and other things were On Sunday | was talking to an operator of a small business
being made, there was a very good garden and everything my electorate, and he stated that since trading hours have
was fairly rosy, but a year or so later on 22 June 1991, wittheen brought back to a fair system he is now selling twice as
the member for Giles still at the helm, the wheels fell off, asmuch milk and twice as much bread. He is now again

follows: financially viable and, at the same time, has been able to
The notice board in the reception area contained at least fo.employ an additional staff member. | make the point that the

items which were of an objectionable explicit sexual nature. previous Government had no idea as to the importance of this

There was virtually no work for prisoners. The reportsector in terms of employment.

continues: Let us see what led to this 5¢ per bottle recycling fee that
The garden closed a year ago when the new building bega@very consumer of soft drink in South Australia will have to

... The workshop was closed a month ago. . . pay because of the Coles and Woolworths of this world.

And so the report goes on, with the whole thing falling downAccording to my constituent, he was informed by Coca-Cola
around their ears. Where was the Minister? Where was thi@at they must provide a 5¢ recycling fee or these major
member for Giles? Still sitting in his deck chair, | am sure. supermarkets would not handle its product at all. It sounds to
I turn now to the last of the centres, the Adelaide Remandne like an awful lot of blackmail. Coles and Woolworths
Centre, where there were obvious problems over a period &®id, ‘If you want us to sell your product then we will require

12 months. The report refers to boredom and suggests th¥@u to pay us 5¢ for every bottle we handle.” This 5¢, of
some programs be introduced. It continues: course, will not be carried by the Supermal‘kets; it will be

There is a need to set up a unit for prisoner assessment, howe\;l“e"ilmed by the consumer. Therefore, unless the consumer
there is no point doing this until there are programs available. ~ returns a bottle over the counter before purchasing a new

On page 2 of the report, and this is a year later, it states thgtOttle of soft dn_nk they W'” have to pay _an gddltlonal o¢.
no programs were operating in the living units at that time. /AS My constituent pointed out, the price listis now made
According to the report, some council members subsequently of three components: the unit price, the deposit, and the
had a discussion with volunteer teachers. Mr Ken Gutte agaifi@ndling fee. The handling fee, make no mistake, is purely
urged the introduction of helpers and some constructiv@"d Simply to provide the Coles and Woolworths of this
programs. Where was the Minister? world with an extra 5¢ for every bottle they sell th_rough th(_alr
This will all change. There must be a revamp of the wholgSUPermarkets. | repeat: itis the customer who will be paying
system of education in Correctional Services institutions. wéhat 5¢. My constituent, when he queried this with the sales
cannot allow the continuation of a situation that was adverte§ePresentative from Coca-Cola, said, ‘How on earth will |
to recently whereby a man who was illiterate when he arrive@dminister the handling fee?’ The answer was, ‘That's your
in prison was still illiterate when he left six years later. ThatProblem.” He has now to instruct his staff that two selling
is wrong. It is time for change. It is a time for reckoning. It Prices will apply for soft drinks sold through his premises.
is time for the rebirth of learning within our prison My constituent, yvho ca}l!s himself quite rightly afawtrader,
community, and under a Liberal Government this will occur.Pelieves that this additional charge is an absolute rip off
which has been introduced solely to placate the large
Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): This evening | want to Supermarket chains.
address a very important area in our economy—small While we are on that subject | commend an article written
business. Under the previous Government this area wds/ Malcolm Newell in yesterday's\dvertiserabout the
virtually destroyed because of some of the actions of th@roblems placed on operators of small businesses by the large
Government. Fortunately, that very important sector idandlords who unfortunately engage in, to quote Mr Malcolm
moving out of those very difficult circumstances. However,Newell, ‘questionable if not disreputable behaviour’. Mr
I want to address some particular problems which smalNewell outlined some examples of what is happening in the



Tuesday 8 March 1994 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 329

small business world and the attacks on small business bgrward to the present Government's introducing the
large landlords. protection that is so desperately needed for this very import-

He spoke of one business owner being harassed byant sector of our business community, that is, the small
landlord, demanding payment of his electricity account ‘in 10business person.
minutes’. The owner was told that if he did not pay the Motion carried.
account within 10 minutes the power would be cut off. When  Bill taken through its remaining stages.
the landlord was advised that this was illegal the landlord said
to the small businessman, ‘Okay, if that is the way you feel =~ CORRECTIONAL SERVICES (PRISONERS’
our lawyers can argue about that.” In other words, it involved GOODS) AMENDMENT BILL
the use of muscle—something which my colleagues opposite
know only too well from the way in which the unions operate. ~ Adjourned debate on second reading.

Mr Newell points out in his article that tenants—and he  (Continued from 17 February. Page 139.)
uses the word ‘blackmail’, and there is no other way to o
describe it—pay up to 40 per cent of their sales in rent. On  Mr QUIRKE (Playford):  Although it is not the
top of this, exorbitant charges are placed on them fofPPPosition’s intention to oppose this Bill, we want to put a
maintenance and management charges. | was absolutdgv remarks on the record before we proceed. The basic
staggered to read that centre managements now require snigipvisions in the Bill deal with the question of the control of
businesses to contribute towards the purchase and runni#ge manager or the governor of a prison in terms of how to
costs of motor vehicles for centre management. | find tha@€al with articles of mail and parcels in particular.
absolutely disgraceful. Mr Newell makes other points in From the Minister's second reading explanation in respect
relation to the way in which small business is being stampe@f this matter, he seems to be making the case that this Bill
on by some of these large landlords and the way in whicfias stemmed from a judicial review of the provisions that

they are being exploited and being made unprofitable becau§80ows a loophole in the current legislation which can be
of the greed of these landlords. interpreted in such a way that the governor of a prison does

Another example given in the article refers to a majornot have control over every article of mail that comes into
shopping centre where the small business tenants are payiHtat prison.
more than double per square metre than that which is being Under the provisions of this Bill, every article of mail that
paid by the Coles and Woolworths of the world. In othercomes into a prison can be searched and refused to a prisoner
words, this is discriminatory rental. The big supermarketinder a broad range of circumstances, being disposed of
chains are getting their premises at half the cost per squagither by returning it to its sender, sending it to the family of
metre to that paid by small business people, and we wondéhe prisoner, giving it to the prisoner upon his or her release
why these small businesses just cannot compete. or, if the circumstances arise, being sold or disposed of once

| agree with Malcolm Newell that legislation must be the prisoner has left Her Majesty’s prison.
introduced, and | am delighted that the Attorney-General is We accept the necessity for the control of mail, particular-
at the moment reviewing these practices to look at thdy parcels, going into prisons. We accept the Minister's
protection that this Government can introduce in order t@rgument that food parcels in particular could contain drugs
protect small businesses from the Labor Party’s colleagues-and that the problem of testing every single parcel coming in,
the big business people. however suspicious it may be, would be difficult. We also

I know of one case within my own electorate where aaccept the argument that, under regulation 6(a), | believe, the
businessman had built up his business to the point where tgaly items which can be denied to a prisoner are those which
had one shop and then took up another shop. The landlogfe not appropriate or which contravene this regulation with
came and said, ‘Sorry chum, we know you have done a goospect to going into a prisoner’s cell.
job, but we now want this for another purpose. You are out We are well aware that the Government has made a
on your neck.’ That very successful businessman has nomumber of statements about the future of prisons. In fact, the
lost everything—all his goodwill—and he has absolutelyOpposition has been watching a series of publicity stunts for
nothing left of all the work he put into developing that the past 90 days or so which have indicated in areas of
business. As Mr Newell rightly points out, the tenants areemergency services and correctional services that we are now
trapped, because they cannot walk away; if they do they losgeeing a tougher and much more rigorous approach. If we
everything they have to sell, including goodwill, and this isever wanted to see that, we only had to openAteertiser
being exploited unmercifully by some of the large landlordsin January and see a whole series of rather bizarre comments
There is no way that these small business people can survivebout who would be in control of the prisons. Most of those

Again, Mr Newell refers to the add-on charges such asomments did much to inflame the situation in prisons. This
$57.60 for reading an electricity meter, $80 a square metrBill is historic in the sense that it is the first piece of legisla-
for unspecified ‘outgoings’ and, as | have already pointed outjon that has been introduced into this House for debate this
charges to purchase and allow vehicles to be run by centsession, other than the usual Supply Bill and the Address in
management. There is another example of a small tenaReply.
paying $800 per square metre in a shopping centre to a We are hoping that this provision will not be abused. In
national landlord. If one considers that, within two years thafact, | would seek an assurance from the Minister that this
rent paid would purchase not only the entire premises but alsgower will not be used unwisely but that it will be used with
the land on which they are built. Is it any wonder that smalla great deal of discretion. Where men and women are
business people have reached a stage where they are sayiimgarcerated, the sadistic denial of mail and other items for
‘The present Government has done a fantastic job alreadseasons other than security would be a particularly vicious
We need your help now to overcome these problems.? Thegct. We would like an assurance from the Minister that this
are not looking for anything but a fair deal—a deal that theyis genuinely an attempt to plug a loophole in the current Act
are not able to obtain at the moment. | am certainly lookingound by the judicial process, that all prisons will use this



330 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 8 March 1994

legislation in the spirit in which it is intended, and that it is are powers under the present Act to allow goods, other than
a necessary provision and not one to make the life othose already approved for use in a prison, to enter the
prisoners more miserable than it is already. prisons system. The member for Playford is correct in that

Depending on the Minister's response, most of thestatement. The difficulty is that items of foodstuffs which can
provisions are such that we will not debate them in Commitbe bought in a prison canteen are allowed into prisons, and
tee. Certainly a number of questions could be asked about thigher foodstuffs may be allowed in the prison cell under the
Bill but, in essence, they centre around the matters alreadyurrent regulations.
outlined to the Minister and, if we are satisfied with his  The difficulty is that ingredients, particularly of a drug
response, we will have no problem in moving straight to arelated nature, can be incorporated in a tube of toothpaste or
third reading debate. a cake, and for that reason may need to be inspected by prison

management. | accept the honourable member’'s comment

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Minister for Correc- that some goods ought to be allowed into the system, but
tional Services): As pointed out in the second reading some of those goods that are currently permitted in cells may
explanation, this Bill essentially ensures that what has beefieed to be inspected because other ingredients can be
occurring in our prisons system for a number of years calincorporated in them. That is one of the reasons why we have
occur within the framework of the Act. As was pointed outa prison canteen within the prison system so that items of
in the second reading explanation, a loophole was found ifoodstuffs can be purchased by prisoners with no risk of
the Act whereby some goods, which for a number of yeargngredients being added and passed in by visitors. So, it is for
have been withheld by prison management, for very good very good reason that those changes need to be in place and
reason, could not legally be withheld. There is no moreyhy in the past those goods have not been allowed in.
sinister reason than that. | am pleased to give the member for Naturally, managers will approach compassionately all
Playford my assurances that the only reason that this Bill hggems to be given to prisoners. | assure the honourable
been introduced is to rectify that loophole. Itis an eminentlymember that a prisoner will not be refused a birthday cake
sensible Bill that was put forward by the department: itis noksimply because it may be of a prohibited nature. All those
aBill that was directed to the department by the Governmenitems will be looked at properly and management will talk to

| take exception to a couple of the comments made by theisitors who want to bring in those goods. | expect prison
member for Playford that cannot be left undefended. Henanagers to exercise reasonable, fair and compassionate
referred to a series of publicity stunts conducted by thgudgment in deciding whether to allow or not to allow goods
Government over a tougher and more rigorous approach kiyito the prison system. | commend this Bill to the House.
this Government. No publicity stunts have been engineered Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining
by this Government over the implementation of its policy.stages.
Before the election we highlighted our policy changes; since
the election we have commenced the implementation of those ADJOURNMENT DEBATE
policies changes. | make no apology for that. We will
continue to implement our policy changes for the safety of all The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move:
South Australians. The member for Playford also referredto  That the House do now adjourn.
bizarre comments about who was to control the prison
system. | know not to what article the honourable member MrLEWIS (Ridley): It is with no pleasure that | rise this
refers, although | do recall some rather bizarre statementvening in this adjournment debate to draw attention to a
made by the member for Playford when, as the correctiongiroblem that has been worrying me for more than 14 years,
services spokesman, he referrethtmjan’s Heroeand made and that is the problem of falling income in rural South
some bizarre analogy between that program and the prisoiaistralia. During the course of remarks in this Chamber
system in this State. recently, | drew attention to the kind of problems that have

The only statements that have been run in the press by thigisen in my electorate in consequence of the adverse
Government have been a reflection of its policy statementseasonal conditions of last summer, which resulted in the
and an indication that those policies are being implementednouse plague of last winter. We are now confronted again by
Itis not a matter of who does or does not control the prisonghe same prospect in this coming autumn.
system: it is a matter of whether the prisons system is run Mouse numbers were not sufficiently reduced. The other
efficiently and effectively. Regarding the truth in sentencingproblem within that general framework is that there has been
legislation to which the honourable member might have beeno attempt to coordinate mouse control across the border by
referring, the Attorney-General and | are having that legislathe Victorian and South Australian Governments. | think that
tion drafted and it will be debated in this House on anotheis a gross inadequacy in the previous Government'’s strategy
occasion. for dealing with the mouse plague.

| do not think that any member would stand in this place  Mr Quirke interjecting:
and challenge the fact that this Government is moving Mr LEWIS: As the member for Playford would know,
forward to ensure that our community is safer through amice cannot read maps, and even if they could they would
appropriate prisons system, be it through the move towargrobably only eat them rather than respect the lines drawn on
appropriate penalties, the appropriate use of home detentiatmem. Victorian mice do not regard themselves as having no
the appropriate use of a disciplinary structure within thepermit to come into South Australia; indeed, they simply go
prisons system or the implementation of appropriate rehabiliwherever the inclination and food take them. That has
tation, education and work programs in our prisons systenmoccurred, and reinfestation along the Victorian border has
That is what this Government is about and that is what ibeen intense. More particularly, reinfestation of those
intends to implement. properties which were treated and retreated last winter has

The member for Playford also mentioned regulation 6occurred because adjacent properties, national parks and the
under the Correctional Services Act and indicated that therkke were not treated at all. Clearly, on this occasion, if the



Tuesday 8 March 1994 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 331

weather conditions continue to favour the development of Kingswood 33878 7 Port Neill 16 909
plague numbers of mice, we need to move swiftly and Glenside 32696 8 Brady Creek 16 983
immediately toward blanket applications of bait. 9 Unley 32536 9 Colebatch 17 022

0 Stirling 32059 10 Mundulla 17 053

IF is absolutely inane for the people who care about th%ource: Australian Taxation Office Taxation Statistics 1991/92
environment—and | am one of them—to argue that the use

of bait to control the mice puts other species at risk. Native Mr LEWIS: Parilla had a mean taxable income of
animals are at much graver risk of losing their food supply$12 453. Members can see that Geranium had only $12 717;
More particularly, some of the rare orchids in roadsideCooke Plains, $16 032; and so on. Milendella, Alawoona and
vegetation and in national parks were simply eaten out by theolebatch are the other places in my electorate, all of which
mouse plague when it migrated out of the farmlands intgvere in the bottom 10 and all of which had a lower mean
those areas. The bulbs and rhizomes were taken as food. Mit&able income in those postcode localities than any place in
do not discriminate between species which are endangeré@e so-called metropolitan area, the lowest there being
and those which are plentiful: food is food as far as they ar$19 678 in Virginia.
concerned. Of course, we all know that in Virginia there is a fair bit
Compounding the problems they have suffered, the peoplef interest in pot plants and other things from which people
| represent, in common with the people on Eyre Peninsulzare able to derive a cash income from time to time. | am not
are also suffering from very depressed incomes. | begin bgure how much of that the Taxation Office would know
pointing out that, in an article published in tAdvertiserof ~ about, although | do not reflect unduly on those people. One

Friday 4 February, Stefani Raethel stated: would have thought that in places like Woodville North,
In June, 1993, the poverty line before housing costs was $371.4IcDonald Park and Ferryden Park, which are said to be poor
for a ‘standard family’ of two parents and two children. areas, people might be worse off, but that is not the case: they

That being so, if we multiply that out by 52 weeks, we find are much better off than people in any of the localities in the

itcomes to $19 317.48 being needed by such a household fglectorate | represent. .
it to be at the poverty line. One would assume that incomes . When | went through the list, | found that the people to
above that figure would be said to be above the poverty lindvhom | refer had incomes of $20 000-plus, well over the
That is the opinion of the Australian Institute of Health andPOVerty line, compared to the incomes received by the people
Welfare. In the course of its remarks, it has reported in tha"€Present. The mean incomes for those people are tragically
article that there are over 1.2 million Australians below the/oW: $16 520 for all the places in the Murraylands, in that
line. | can say where a fair few of those 1.2 million entire list. Of those places, with the exception of Murray
Australians live, and you, Mr Speaker, would know, too: theyBridge, the sum of $19 287 was the average mean taxable
live on Eyre Peninsula, in the Murraylands and the Murray-'ncom_e of those families, which is still under the poverty line.
Mallee. Is it any wonder that | get so many telephone calls
How do I know that to be s0? From my own research intothroughout the afternoon and night? Peoplg arein despair, not
the productivity of each of the counties in the area of Ridleyknowing what to do or where to go, and the impact which that
that | represent, if I multiply that productivity by the price to 1S havm_g on them_ and their fam|I|e_s, the|r institutions and
be realised per unit of that produce to get a gross income féiverything else in the community is enormous. Any
the county and divide that by the number of families who live@Ssociations with football and netball clubs and other
in the county, if it is an area in which farming is undertaken,activities simply have to be forgone because there is not
and who are farming, | can easily calculate the averaggufﬁuent money to even live, let alone travel for recreational
income. When | then take another set of statistics and tally upUrPoses. _
the costs that are involved in producing that income—well The SPEAKER: The member for Ross Smith.
established costs by experts in farm management—I can see ) .
that those families have had negative incomes or close to Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): As the Deputy Premier and
negative incomes on the average for all that period. Notwithd 'éasurer is present, | would turn my attention to the
standing those calculations, | am deeply indebted to Ed Rudi§Presentations made to me today by representatives of the
in the Advertiserand Tim Satchell for an article which Finance Sector Union concerning the interests of their
appeared in last Saturdaylslvertiserof 5 March, in which ~ members employed by the State Bank. In particular, | refer
they pointed out, on their analysis of the Australian Taxatior{® the Government's position, which is to deprive about 600
Office statistics publication, that, of the poorest 10 places irptaté Bank employees of their rightful superannuation
South Australia, six are located in my electorate. With yountitlements. Every member of Parliament probably received

leave, Mr Speaker, and that of the rest of the House, | seek |etter from the union this morning setting out the union's
to incorporate irHansarda table which shows that to be so CaS€.

from thatAdvertiserarticle. Certainly, | received letters from constituents in the Ross
The SPEAKER: Can the honourable member assure me>Mith electorate as employees of the State Bank stating their
that it is purely of a statistical nature? case as members of the old State Government superannuation
Mr LEWIS: Absolutely. scheme. At the meeting | had this morning with representa-
Leave granted. tives of the union and their rank and file representatives from
RICHEST AND POOREST the State Bank, it was patently cIe_ar tha_t the present Govern-
Mean Taxable Income ment has ratted on its undertaking given to the union in
TOP 10 BOTTOM 10 October last year. | was shown the letter the union received
% g(l)rth Adglaide $§g27§>25 élclzarilla_ $i§ ?ig from the former Deputy Premier and Treasurer, the present
mpic Dam eranium i i i i
3 ngké)rville 35067 3 Cooke Plains 16 032 tmhemb_er for Giles, wr_nch_gave an unequivocal commitment
4 Burnside 34694 4 Milendella 16 287 thatwith the corporatisation of the State Bank all employees
5 Leigh Creek 34347 5 Alawoona 16 448 covered by what | term the old State Government superan-

6 Glen Osmond 34340 6 Parndana 16 545nuation scheme would have their rights preserved and their
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rights to accrue beyond the date of the corporatisation of thecheme of which these people are currently members, if they
State Bank. are 45 years of age and are compulsorily retrenched, they are

They also showed me a letter received from the the/gtitled to receive a superannuation payout as if they are 60

Deputy Leader of the Opposition, issued a few days after h¥€ars of age. These officers stand to lose a huge sum of
had been given a copy of the former Deputy Premier’s lettefNoney. We are not talking about a theoretical amount of
in which he gave an unequivocal commitment on behalf of1Oney: itis a fact that is well known to every employee of
the Liberal Party that the same arrangements agreed to by tHe State Bank that there will be compulsory redundancies
then Labor Government would be adopted by any futuré'1Sing from the corporatisation of the bank. _
Liberal Government. That is clear and unequivocal and there They understand that, although they do not necessarily
is no way of back sliding out of that pre-election commit- like it, but what they expect is to be given fair and equitable

ment; certainly, there is no way to do so with any honour. treatment. Above z_all, they expect—and very reaso_nably—_that
the Deputy Premier and the Government of which he is a

What we have ascertained since the election of the presepiomper will honour the undertakings given to them and
(Bl%yernmelrrt is that there has tlm(e%nba ghreat d%al Off br? blicised to their own membership in the lead-up to the State
sliding. Following a question asked by the Leader of th&action. Itis not something that this Government can lightly
Opposition about a week ago, the Deputy Premier was carefyigmiss and say, ‘That's only a pre-election commitment; we
in his choice of words in reply and said effectively that the 4, easily ignore that.’ You are dealing with the livelihood

/ ©f significant numbers of South Australian citizens who,

Government superannuation scheme—would be preserved gg e, they joined the State Bank, were not asked if they
at 30 June this year. Of course, the corporatisation is effectivg s nted to join the State scheme voluntarily but were

from 1 July 1994. compelled to do so.

What the Deputy Premier did not say (but which is afact) They entered into a compulsory superannuation scheme
is that the rights that they have accrued up to 30 June woulahd over a number of years have been given to believe, quite
be preserved but would not carry on past that date; thegightly, that they were entitled to certain benefits under the
would not accrue any further entitlements to their existingsuperannuation scheme if they served X number of years with
superannuation scheme. This would mean a loss for martite State Bank. As | said, this has caused a great deal of
career bank officers of literally tens of thousands of dollarsdistress. | spoke to one of my constituents this morning. This
Many of these career officers started when they were 15 anan, who is in his late forties, has a number of financial
16 years of age. Many of them, as part of their routine toucommitments and is an employee of the State Bank who is
of duty with the bank, did much work in terms of country absolutely terrified that, if the Government’s corporatisation
postings and then returned to the city for a more permanemill goes through without any protection in respect of the
posting in the metropolitan area, then purchased their homgiperannuation component (he is a member of the old scheme
at a more advanced stage of life (the late thirties or earlynd he is targeted for compulsory retrenchment after 1 July),
forties) when their expenses were at their greatest. his financial status will be shattered.

Also, State Bank employees, unlike permanent public Thatis all because the Government is expecting those few
servants, are able to be compulsorily retrenched. We algg£ople to maximise any sale price for the bank, to clear the
know from the accounts of the State Bank that it has eaf@@nk of those accrued liabilities in connection with superan-
marked X amount of dollars for the compulsory retrenchmenpuation. Those few career bank officers are expected to
of employees after the corporatisation of the bank. This i§acrifice their superannuation entitlements to clear the books
well known amongst the bank’s employees and was cor?f that debt and to enhance the sale price of the State Bank,
firmed to me today in my discussions with those employee¥hether through a public float or a trade sale. That is a
and with their union representatives. If any of those 60dlisgrace. Many of those persons in the State Bank who were

employees are compulsorily retrenched, their only entitlemerflirectly responsible for the fiasco and the financial disaster
will be a maximum of 79 weeks severance pay. of that bank shot through. They either got retrenched or they

exited fairly quickly, and when they exited they got the full

. I —benefit of that Government superannuation scheme, where all
currently enjoy undgr the existing State superannuatiog, big money was. Now we are just talking about a relatively
scheme, that is forfeited as of 30 June of this year. All the)émall number of people who, having given a lifetime of

will receive is their own money, and we will find an example service to the State Bank, are facing the prospect of compul-

of that given in the letters that were distributed to all mem-Sory retrenchment and losing tens of thousands of dollars,

bers of Parliament today by the Finance Sector Union. Onéimply because this Government will not honour its election

In terms of any retrenchment component that the

of thos? examplleds évas thda_\t an oglficer IOf arolttjr?d Sﬁ Iot[1'3 ledge at all. It has been absolutely disgraceful in its negotia-
years of age would, depending on his salary (althoug "Kons and backsliding with respect to the Finance

this was a reasonably average salary for the banking, .- \ynion and its members. When this matter is debated,
qommunlty), receive something I|!<e .$16 000in superannuag o o this side of the House will not let that issue lie.
tion benefits for what he had paid into the scheme, plus a Motion carried

maximum of 79 weeks severance pay.

In terms of the additional amounts that they could At 10.9 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday 9
otherwise have enjoyed, under the existing superannuatidiarch at 2 p.m.



