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obnoxious odours emitted from factories around Grand
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Junction Road was presented by Mr Clarke.

Petition received.
Tuesday 11 October 1994

. TRADING HOURS
The SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at 2

p.m. and read prayers. A petition signed by 1 234 residents of South Australia
requesting that the House urge the Government not to allow
ASSENT TO BILLS general Sunday trading where restrictions currently apply was

presented by Mr Evans.

Her Excellency the Governor, by message, intimated het  patition received.

assent to the following Bills:

Financial Agreement, BLACKWOOD POLICE
The Flinders University of South Australia (Convocation)
Amendment, A petition signed by 2 036 residents of South Australia
Real Property (Variation and Extinguishment of Easefequesting that the House urge the Government to provide a
ments) Amendment, shop front community police station within the Blackwood
Statutes Amendment (Closure of Superannuatioshopping centre and increase the number of police within the
Schemes) (Extension of Time) Amendment. Blackwood area was presented by Mr Evans.

Petition received.
SODOMY
NOARLUNGA COLLEGE THEATRE
Petitions signed by 522 residents of South Australia
requesting that the House urge the Government to criminalise A petition signed by 5 351 residents of South Australia
sodomy were presented by Messrs Andrew, Ashenden, D.gquesting that the House urge the Government to maintain
Baker, Bass, Brown, Leggett and Such. the Noarlunga Centre Theatre at its current level of operation
Petitions received. was presented by Mrs Rosenberg.
Petition received.
FILM AND VIDEO CENTRE
QUESTIONS
Petitions signed by 164 residents of South Australia ) ]
requesting that the House urge the Government to retain the The SPEAKER: | direct that written answers to the
South Australian Film and Video Centre were presented bjollowing questions on the Notice Paper, as detailed in the

Messrs Atkinson’ Brown and Meier and Mrs Penfold. schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed in
Petitions received. Hansard Nos 1, 2,12, 17 t0 19, 2310 27, 37, 39, 43, 45, 46,
52,54,55,571t059, 6110 66, 68, 72to 77 and 88 to 113; and

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT | direct that the following answers to questions without notice

be distributed and printed iHansard

A petition signed by 44 residents of South Australia

requesting that the House urge the Government to reintroduce EVENT TICKETING

capital punishment was presented by Mr Becker. In reply toHon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition) 6
Petition received. September.
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: In South Australia the Adelaide Festival
WILLUNGA BASIN Centre Trust (AFCT) operates the BASS ticket agency as part of its

commercial operations. As such its returns are constantly monitored

. . . . _to ensure sound commercial viability is assured. The Government
A petition signed by 18 residents of South Australianas no plans to alter the AFCT’s involvement with BASS. Since the
requesting that the House urge the Government to providénancial collapse of the Austicket operation, BASS is in a most
one full-time horticultural officer in the Willunga Basin was favourable position, although the AFCT is sensitive to the view that

; this presents a monopoly.
presented by Mr Brokenshire. In South Australia the AFCT runs the most successful BASS

Petition received. ticketing operation in Australia and, while upgrading of technology
is an ongoing issue, BASS in South Australia is financially sound.
As stated earlier, the AFCT continually reviews its operations,

EDUCATION AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES including BASS, and strives to ensure that maximum return is made
on its investment.

Petitions signed by 92 residents of South Australia
requesting that the House urge the Government not to cut the
Education and Children’s Services budget were presented by In reply toMr De LAINE (Price) 7 September.

Messrs Buckby and Evans. The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: When the Housing Trust started

Petitions received selling these attached dwellings in 1981, the conditions of sale were

’ as outlined by Mr De Laine. However the Housing Trust recognised
that this was a potential problem and a barrier to tenants entering into
ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION home ownership. As a consequence, the Housing Trust changed the
conditions of purchase in October 1984. Currently, when a tenant

A petition signed by 132 residents of South Australiawishes to buy their attached dwelling the property is valued

requesting that the House urge the Government to order ﬂgésumlng it has separate services and separate titles and the trust
e

A . . ars the full cost of providing these.
decontamination of the ANR site at Islington, stop the There are currently 136 clients who purchased their properties

development of the Collex waste plant at Kilburn and stofrior to October 1984 and prior to the change in policy. These clients

HOUSING TRUST ATTACHED DWELLINGS
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will be entitled to a refund if and when the adjoining property is sold.
The Housing Trust has been actively pursuing the sale of the
adjoining properties in its sales campaign and has, over the past two

years, achieved sales of nine properties, thereby enabling a refu
to be made to the first purchaser.

OMBUDSMAN'S REPORT

The SPEAKER laid on the table the report of the
Ombudsman 1993-94.
Ordered that report be printed.

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS

The SPEAKER laid on the table the statement of the
Register of Members’ Interests for 1994,
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move:

That the statement be printed.
Motion carried.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL VACANCY

The SPEAKER laid on the table the minutes of proceed-

ings of the assembly of members of the two Houses held
today for the election of a member of the Legislative Council

South Australian Museum Board—Report, 1993-94.
State Opera of South Australia—Report, 1993-94.
Road Traffic Act—Regulations—

Blood Analysis—Quorn Hospital.

Validation of Clearways.

By the Minister for Housing, Urban Development and
Local Government Relations (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)—

Local Government Superannuation Scheme—Rules.
Racing Act 1976—Amendment to Rules.
Development Act—Regulations—Certificate of
Occupancy.
Development Act 1993—Crown Development Report—
Victor Harbor Primary School.
Corporation By-laws—
Prospect—
No. 1—Permits and Penalties.
. 2—Street and Public Places.
. 3—Garbage Containers.
. 4—Parklands.
. 5—Inflammable Undergrowth.
. 6—Dogs.
. 7—Animals and Birds.
. 8—Bees.
. 9—Caravans and Camping.
. 10—Lodging Houses.
Stirling—No. 17—Caravans, Vehicles and Tents.

By the Minister for Recreation and Sport (Hon. J.K.G.

nd

to hold the place rendered vacant by the resignation of th@swald)—

Hon. C.J. Sumner and to which vacancy Mr Terry Cameron

was elected.
PAPERS TABLED

The following papers were laid on the table:
By the Premier (Hon. Dean Brown)—

Department of the Premier and Cabinet—Report, 1993-94

Government Management Board—Report, 1993-94.

Office for the Commissioner for Public Employment—
Report, 1993-94.

Development Act 1993—Planning Strategy
Implementation, 15 January-30 June 1994.

Public Corporations Act—Regulations—State
Government Insurance Corporation.

By the Deputy Premier (Hon. S.J. Baker)—

Evidence Act 1929—Report relating to Suppression
Orders, 1993-94.

Liquor Licensing Act—Regulations—Dry Areas—
Glenelg.

By the Treasurer (Hon. S.J. Baker)—

Parliamentary Superannuation Scheme—Report, 1993-94.

South Australian Housing Trust—Financial Statements,
1993-94.

State Clothing Corporation—Report, 1993-94.

Debits Tax Act—Regulations—Penalty Rate for Unpaid
Tax.

By the Minister for Industrial Affairs (Hon. G.A.
Ingerson)—

Remuneration Tribunal—Report, relating to the Industrial
Relations Court and Industrial Relations Commission.

Daylight Saving Act—Regulations—Summer Time
1994-95.

By the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small

Greyhound Racing Board—Report, 1993-94.
Racecourses Development Board—Report, 1993-94.
By the Minister for Mines and Energy (Hon. D.S.
Baker)—
Mines and Energy South Australia—Report, 1993-94.
Pipelines Authority of South Australia—Report, 1993-94.
By the Minister for Primary Industries (Hon. D.S.
Baker)—
Agriculture and Resource Management Council of
Australia and New Zealand—Record and Resolutions
of 2nd Meeting, 29 April 1994.
Fisheries Act—Regulations—
Fish Processors—Catch and Disposal Record.
General—Catch and Disposal Record.
Rock Lobster Fisheries—Southern—Quotas.
By the Minister for Employment, Training and Further
Education (Hon. R.B. Such)—
Non-Government Schools Registration Board—Report,

1993-94.
University of Adelaide—Report, 1993.

CHINESE DELEGATION

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Premier): | seek leave to
make a ministerial statement.

Leave granted.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | wish to let the House know
that next month South Australia will host a short visit by the
Chairman of the National People’s Congress of China, Mr
Qiao Shi, and his wife. Mr Qiao is effectively the second
most important ranking official in China. His visit to South
Australia is one of the most significant visits by an overseas
dignitary for many years. His Excellency will arrive in

Business and Regional Development (Hon. J.W. Olsen)—Adelaide with a large party of senior officials, staff and media

Adelaide Festival Centre—Report, 1993-94.

Department for the Arts and Cultural Development—
Report, 1993-94.

Marine & Harbors Agency, South Australian Department
of Transport—Report, 1993-94.

Department of Transport—Report, 1993-94.

Transport Policy and Planning, Office of—Report,
1993-94.

representatives on the afternoon of 8 November and leave the
following afternoon. His Excellency’s Australian visit will
include the ACT, Victoria and New South Wales, as well as
South Australia, and will comprise seven days in all.

The Adelaide itinerary is now being organised. | hope,
however, that the Chairman will be able to include in his visit
the O-Bahn busway, the Grand Prix track and Technology
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Park, all of which have significance for the development ofend of October this year a comprehensive response to each
commercial links between China and South Australia. Thef the 336 recommendations of the Audit Commission?
Grand Prix track will be almost ready for this year's Formula The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Government intends to
1 race when Mr Qiao is here. One of South Australia’s andrespond to all the recommendations of the Audit Commission
in fact, Australia’s finest engineering companies, Kinhillby the end of October. The honourable member can be
Engineers Pty Ltd, has a major contract to develop a Grandssured that we will be giving a very detailed response on all
Prix circuit in Zhu Hai in Southern China. In fact, | visited matters by then.
the site of the track during my visit to China earlier this year.
It would also be appropriate for Mr Qiao to inspect the ADELAIDE AIRPORT
O-Bahn busway. Again, following my visit to China, o
representatives of the Beijing Public Transport Corporation, MrLEGGETT (Hanson): My question is directed to the
at my invitation, recently visited Adelaide to inspect the Premier. What recent information has the South Australian
busway. For those who do not know, Beijing is a very |argeGovernment re_celve_d on the availability of Federal funds to
city with approximately 8 million to 10 million people. Itis UPgrade Adelaide Airport and extend the runway?
almost entirely dependent on a public bus system, and its The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Following the Labor Party
roads are becoming increasingly congested. They are lookirgPnvention in Hobart and certain resolutions that were
at a system somewhat similar to the O-Bahn busway to s¢é&ssed, together with the announcement by the Labor Party
whether it might be applicable for Beijing. Therefore, it is .that it yvould Ieage outa number of airports around Aust.ralla,
most appropriate that His Excellency is here and has thé@cluding Adelaide Airport, | have, through the Premier’s
opportunity to have a look at the O-Bahn busway. Department, been trying to seek information as to exactly
Of course, Technology Park provides many opportunitieg\’,hat WOI’|.( WOU|d. be carried out before the leasing of the
for future technological and environmental links to be forgecfirPOrt- It is very important, because we need to make sure
between South Australia and China. Anyone who visited thd12t We get both an extension of the runway and an upgrade
centre at Technology Park in recent months could not fail t& the airport terminal facilities, including air bridges.
be impressed by the vitality and vision of the work that is_ | had a look at the motion moved by the Leader of the
now being performed there. And any visitor to SouthOpp_osmon m_Hobart. It was written in very general terms,
Australia should not ignore the State’s wine industry. Giverfnd in factall it called upon was for the Federal Government
the time, | would like Mr and Mrs Qiao to visit a nearby to make sure that funds were ava'|lable.(not that they come
vineyard and winery, if only to give them a sample of whatfrom the Federal G_overnmfent), including from the State
is presently the State’s most successful and exciting expof@vernment and quite possibly from the new lessee—and |
growth industry. presume some from the Federa} Government as well. | raised
No-one should underestimate the importance of our tragf{!is matter with the Prime Minister on Saturday when we

potential with China. The fact that South Australia has beef/6"€ at the Patawalonga jointly announcing the additional
included in the Chairman’s short itinerary is most significant. unds from the Federal Government fo_r the upgrade of the
I look forward to welcoming Their Excellencies to South Patawalonga. vaelcpme that contribution from the. Federal
Australia and showing them in the short time available wh overnment which will boost the money already put in by the
this State provides bountiful opportunities for future relation-State Government and the development plans we have for the

ships between China and South Australia. Patawalonga. . . . -
In reference to the airport, the Prime Minister indicated to
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE me that no decision had yet been made by Cabinet in terms

of the quantity of funds to be allocated for the upgrade of the
Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): | bring up the report of the airport or in fact what work specifically would be carried out

committee on the police complex at Port Augusta and move?€fore leasing took place. Equally, through the Premier's
Department, we have been going to the Federal Department

That the report be received. of Transport trying to secure information in terms of what

Motion carried. money will be made available. It would appear that this
Ordered that report be printed. matter has not yet gone to Federal Cabinet. No decision has
been made about the quantum of funds or exactly what work
ECONOMIC AND FINANCE COMMITTEE will be carried out.

| assure the honourable member that we will be continuing

Mr BECKER (Peake): | bring up the eleventh report of to pursue that matter, because it is in the interests of this State
the committee on the State Government Insurance Commighat the Federal Government allocate funds not only to extend
sion charter and move: the runway but also, very importantly, to upgrade the airport

That the report be received. facilities and provide air bridges. That is why back in April
this year | wrote to the Federal Government highlighting both
those matters, pointing out that a total of $90 million would
be required. On top of that, of course, we need to redirect
Tapleys Hill Road, which will cost us another $30 million,

Motion carried.
Ordered that report be printed.

QUESTION TIME bringing the total to $120 million. | have already detailed to
the House the works we require to be carried out—
AUDIT COMMISSION Members interjecting:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | must say | was delighted,
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Will because a week before the ALP convention | wrote to all our

the Premier confirm the undertaking given by him to thisSouth Australian Labor members and urged them to get off
House on 3 May that the Government will table before thetheir butts and do a bit of work, to put a strong case for South
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Australia, because up until that point those members at their AUSTRALIAN ECONOMY

annual convention were actually coming out and opposing the

leasing of the airport. Here were these troglodytes, their heads Mr BUCKBY (Light): Following a series of presenta-
buried in the sand, not even willing to see the airport leasetons to international financial market representatives
out. | had to spur them into activity by writing a letter and recently, will the Treasurer please inform the House of the
releasing it publicly, therefore embarrassing them about thieedback he received from these representatives on the
stance they had already taken on the airport—and | wasianagement of the Australian economy? The Federal
delighted to receive their support at the Labor PartyGovernment has consistently refused to alter its budget
convention. strategy in response to greater than forecast growth in the

| was delighted that they reversed their earlier decision€c0nomy.
| just hope that the Federal Government comes up with the The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | visited a number of money
$89.5 million we are looking for, because that is the moneynarkets overseas. We went to Singapore, London, Zurich,
we need to extend the runway and to upgrade the termindlokyo and Hong Kong to present the new Government'’s
facilities. credentials and to reinforce the strong message and the
strength of affiliation that SAFA paper has for a number of
TRANSPORT FARES investors in Europe and Asia. It was a highly successful trip
on that and a number of other fronts. | emphasise that during
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Will ~ these presentations a number of questions were asked and
the Premier—whom | am very pleased to assist—announciere followed up after the event. The question on every-
the Government's new TransAdelaide fares before the §0dy's lips was, ‘What will happen to Australia in the
November Taylor by-election, and will he categorically rulemedium term?’ They all surmise that Australia has some
out proposals for a fare structure that would massivelynarvellous growth prospects. They also believe that we are
increase fares for commuters in the outer suburbs, south 88 the growth cycle, having been through a recession.
well as north? The Minister for Transport confirmed to theHowever, time and again in different venues they asked,
Estimates Committee on 15 September: ‘Will the growth be sustained?’
There will be an increase in public transport fares, probably some They said to me (I did not say to them) that they have
time in January. grave concerns about the strategy being pursued by the
. i . Federal Government. They said that, despite the fact that
The Minister also said that the Government was looking forastralia had one of the greatest prospects of any developed
a flatter fare structure, and | understand a decision has "J?"eaﬁl&tion in the world, they believed that we would ‘bugger it
been m'ade and appropriate papers prepared within t@ again’. The said their reason for saying that was that the
Minister's own department. In August, Cabinet considereqtegeral Government simply seems to be unable to control its
fa_\re increases on TransAdeIald_e services, _|nclud|ng loNGswn affairs. They pointed to the massive budget deficit
qllstance mulltltrlp tickets for pensioners travelling out of Peaksrogrammed for this year. They also pointed to the blow out
time increasing from $3.60 to $10.20 and four-zone multitripSy, the current account (I notice that the estimate for the
increasing from $14.60 to $20.50. It has been suggested thalrent account will not be $18 billion, which was bad
the new fares will not be announced untll after 5 Novemberenough, but will now go up to $22 billion in one year, and
and that a by-election where the ALP is prepared— that all has to be paid for) and to the fact that the pressure on
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Leader is wages could start the inflationary spiral.

commenting. The honourable Premier. Australia has a good future, according to the scribes

Members interjecting: overseas, if the Federal Government gets its act together.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Wright will Irrespective of how we feel about our prospects in South
come to order. Australia, they are inextricably linked to the national

because pen‘ormgnce. If we have a national Government which cannot
O(:ontrol its deficit or current accounts and simply cannot
control wages and starts the inflationary spiral again, not only
g}e national Government but also we in South Australia are
? strife. | remind members that our budget would be in a far

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It was interesting,
there was the new Leader of the Opposition on ABC radi
yesterday morning saying that he would not try using one
liners to grab a headline, and here on his second question fi
the day he just cannot help himself. We have had 24 hours ealthier position—$170 million healthier—if the interest

the man's trying to reinvent himself, which has failed tes that prevailed in January of this year prevailed today.

miserably, because in the second question of the day he fa .
back into his old practices once again. | point out to our ne ere were some salutary Igssons from the overseas visit, but
: hey greeted South Australia very warmly.

Leader of the Opposition—I realise it is his first day on the
block and he is bound to make mistakes—that once again he

has made a mistake; once again he is wrong. No decision has TRANSPORT FARES
been made by Cabinet. No paper whatsoever has been put to
Cabinet in terms of those structures. Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Will the Premier say whether

The Hon. M.D. Rann: But will it be by 5 November? 2 family impact statement _has be_en prepared for the new
That's the question. ut it y v TransAdelaide fares? Will it detail the effect of the fare

increases on families—
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | have not yet seen a paper . N
that is ready to come before Cabinet, and | understand there Members interjecting:
is not one ready. | think it highly unlikely that the matter = The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Spence has the
would have been resolved, particularly if no new farecall. He does not need the assistance he is getting from my
structure were to apply until next year. right.
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Mr ATKINSON: Will it detail the effect of these fare Mr FOLEY: | will not respond to the interjection as to
increases on families in the outer suburbs, and will it bevhich team won the Grand Final—it is very evident from the

released with the new fare scale? tie | am wearing.
Members interjecting: An honourable member interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! Mr FOLEY: You can have the reserves; we will take the

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It would appear that they big one any day. By how much will water rates for domestic
prepare their questions before coming in here, and they stangers have to increase to meet the Government’s target of
up, wind the handle and out comes the question, regardlegoubling the rate of return on the asset base of the EWS?
of what | have said previously. Perhaps | should repeat that The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: As the House would well know,
Cabinet has not agreed to any fare structure for Tranghe Prime Minister put down and accepted Professor Hilmer’s
Adelaide. How can | bring in a family impact statement onreport recommending a 4 per cent rate of return on infrastruc-

something that has not been presented to Cabinet? ture, but COAG has not yet agreed to it. Some of the
An honourable member interjecting: implications of the Hilmer report on the States will be
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member is aware significant. That is why the Premier, in discussions with the
of the Standing Orders. The member for Ridley. Prime Minister at COAG in Darwin, had matters related to
Hilmer deferred until February so that further consideration
FACTORIES ACT could be given to the Federal Government'’s agenda. | suggest

that the honourable member take up this matter with his
Mr LEWIS (Ridley): My question is directed to the Federal Labor colleagues.
Minister for Industrial Affairs. Has the Government planned  Whilst the principle of Hilmer is not disputed, the rate of
any activities to recognise and celebrate the passing of theturn on Hilmer that is being inflicted on the States is, as are
Factories Act in South Australia 100 years ago? The Factoriehe implications of that on the States. The clear message from
Act was an extremely important piece of legislation. It wasthe Federal Government is that the States have to put their
the first in this country of an occupational health and safetyGovernment trading enterprises on, first, a commercial
nature—a forerunner in the world, in fact. Also, I think that footing—and there is no disagreement with that—and,
itis equally important this year to acknowledge the fact thakecondly, operate on the principles of the private sector—and
the first inspector under that Act was a woman namegve have no problem with that. However, if we do not then
Augusta Zadow. take the other further step of obtaining at least a 4 per cent
This Government has put a significant effort into raisingrate of return on assets employed, the Federal Government
the level of occupational health and safety practices in thevill put the States at a financial disadvantage. | suggest that
workplace so as to reduce the incidence of workplace injurythe honourable member should take that up with his Labor
A number of employees and employers in my electorate, aBarty colleagues in Canberra. The position with the Engineer-
well those from around the rest of the State, have suggestéag and Water Supply Department in South Australia—
to me that South Australia’s pioneering initiatives could well ~ An honourable member interjecting:
be recognised in this the centenary year. The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: It will be interesting to see what
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | thank the member for happens if they take up the matter with the Prime Minister to
Ridley for his question. Several major programs have beestart with, let alone whether there will be any success at the
developed this year by the Government as a result of the 10éhd of the day. However, | have a fair idea of what rate of
years celebration of the Factories Act. As mentioned by theuccess they would have with the Federal Government on that
member for Ridley, the first was a very special award—thenatter. What is important to note in relation to the EWS is
Augusta Zadow award, which was announced some thragat some two years ago it was a net drain and cost to
months ago. That award, which will be given every year, willTreasury and the taxpayers of South Australia. This year the
be for women who are involved in significant changes toEWS, because of the restructuring that has been undertaken
occupational health and safety in the workplace. over the past three years but, in particular, | would argue, in
Augusta Zadow was the first woman inspector in thethe past six months, will achieve a rate of return dividend to
factories area. She spent many years arguing and fighting fareasury of about $51.8 million, which will contribute to the
not only the rights of women in the workplace but for a provision of essential services to South Australians and it will
general improvement in occupational health and safety. Theperate on a commercial base.
second issue, as it flows on from this year, is the fact that the | look forward to the support of the Opposition in the
Government has already committed $2 million to improvecorporatisation of the EWS in South Australia so that it can
occupational health and safety within all workplaces in thecontinue that thrust of providing low-cost commodities to
State, and in particular within small business. It is a recogniSouth Australiansis-a-visother States of Australia and, in
tion of the 100 years of the Factories Act that we have madaddition to that, contributing to the finances of South
that money available. Thirdly, the role that Augusta ZadowAustralia and the provision of other essential services.
played in the women’s movement obviously ties in with 100
years of women’s suffrage in this State, and her involvement MANUFACTURER OF THE YEAR

has been part of the celebrations of the 100 years of women’s _ )
suffrage in this State. Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): | direct my question to the

Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business and
WATER RATES Regional Development. As the 10 finalists for the South
Australian Manufacturer of the Year award have been
Mr FOLEY (Hart): My question is directed to the finalised, can the Minister announce the finalists and tell the
Minister for Infrastructure. House what outstanding contributions they have made to
An honourable member interjecting: South Australia’'s economy and what makes these companies
The SPEAKER: Order! winners?
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The Hon. JW. OLSEN: The 10 finalists are Britax The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The whole question of
Rainsford Pty Ltd, BTR Engineering, Caroma IndustriesModbury Hospital is, of course, well and truly up in the air
Coca-Cola Amatil, Codan Pty Ltd, Faulding Pharmaceuticalsat the moment because at no stage has the Government
Philmac Pty Ltd, Scholle Industries, SEAS Sapfor and Seeleindicated its preference for anything other than the provision
International. The Premier will announce the winner of theof increased services at a cheaper and more efficient cost to
award tomorrow. There are some outstanding features ithe taxpayer. As | have detailed in enormous depth to the
relation to the award this year. There have been 51 entries thi¢ouse, we are indeed capitalising on initiatives taken by the
year, and in the five-year history of the award this is the mogprevious Government. Consequently, the only particular
significant number of companies in South Australia to enterstatement that appears to have been ignored by a number of
Some of the features of those companies are reflective of theople in relation to Modbury Hospital, but about which we
ANZ job survey, which indicates that South Australian jobare quite definitive, is that in no way does the Government
advertisements have, on a month-on-month growth basigtend to sell the hospital.
enjoyed a greater percentage increase than other States, andt may well be that there is an opportunity to capitalise on
the year-on-year growth has been greater here than in apyivate management of the hospital. However, as far as
other State in Australia. This clearly underscores that mangelling the State’s assets is concerned, it will not happen; it
manufacturing companies in South Australia, if not most ofis as simple as that. In relation to the industrial action at
them, currently have full order books and are attempting tdvlodbury Hospital, a number of unionists attended a stop-
buy skilled labour for those plants in order to increasework meeting on Friday, and the outcome of that meeting was
productivity to meet the orders available to them. that any industrial action ‘would not have any impact on

A comparison between the 1994 top 10 manufacturers anggtient care’. | note that since then, presumably in an attempt
the 1993 top 10 manufacturers shows that return on investo up her profile for preselection for the Federal seat of
ment is up two per cent, the net profit margin is up 7 per cendelaide, the ANF Labor left factional candidate, the
productivity is up 6 per cent, exports are up 40 per centSecretary of the Nurses’ Federation, is now changing that to
marketing expenses are up 32 per cent and training is up 4By, ‘It is okay if it has minimal impact. We did not actually
per cent. Those last two points clearly underscore that theean that it would have no impact.’
winning companies—the successful companies—are those The fact is that the industrial action being taken at
that have a strategic plan for the future. They spend consideModbury Hospital is really having no impact whatsoever at
ably more than other companies on training, export opporthe moment. | applaud that, because the last thing that |
tunities and on marketing their product. Clearly, the secret ofvould like to see is patients being sacrificed to factional
success in manufacturing to access international marketsdealing by a group that indicates quite categorically in
to undertake research, development, training and marketirgpmmunications to me that it is opposed to all privatisation
of your product line. As a result of that, South Australia inof any service in South Australia.
elaborately transformed manufacturers is now leading The Hon. Frank Blevins: On principle.

Australia with respect to export market opportunities. The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: On principle, as the

When we had tariff barriers and an aggressive migratiofinember for Giles interjects. That means that the people
program we had an expanding domestic market in which téunning the protest meeting and protest theme at Modbury,
sell our goods and products. Those circumstances no longg#ch as that protest is, do not want the people of South
prevail. We therefore have to be able to access the inteAustralia, the taxpayers, to pay less for better services. |
national markets—the global markets—for the products irfeally find that quite extraordinary.
order to get economies of scale for our manufacturing Obviously I have a regular updating of the effects of the
industries. It is heartening to see that South Australiafndustrial action, and | have a couple of examples: the
manufacturers are getting their act together and are focusirgpuriering of specimens was banned, but there has been nil
on the global and international markets. Of course, the entgported impact and no action is planned; the phones were not
result of that is jobs in South Australia for South Australiansto be answered when an office was unattended, and again

there has been no impact and no action is planned; the servery
WATER RATES was not to be attended, and there has been nil impact and no
action is planned; special functions were not to be catered—

Mr FOLEY (Hart): Will the Minister for Infrastructure in this day and age | am pleased about that—and again there
confirm that one of the options being considered by thdias been no effect and no action is planned.

Government'’s review of water pricing is for a full user-pays  Further, regarding the cleaning of grounds or buildings,
system for metropolitan households? there was nil effect and no action is to be taken; in terms of

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: In reviewing any water pricing furniture movement, there was nil effect and no action is to
system one would look at all options, but many have beefe taken; and in relation to the setting up of seminar rooms,
ruled out already. The Government will consider this issudhere was nil effect and no action is to be taken. So, we have
in the fullness of time, as it does every year and as did the@ number of elements in the debate wanting to whip up a
former Government, before water rates come on stream arftllite unnecessary fervour. The reason why that fervour is
are proclaimed prior to the operative date of 1 January. unnecessary is that the Government has said on numerous

occasions that the services will improve, it is not intending
MODBURY HOSPITAL to sell the building, all jobs are secure, and indeed under its
outsourcing arrangements it may well be that the people who

Mr BASS (Florey): Can the Minister for Health inform go to the outsourcer, if that is the Government’s final decision
the House of developments at Modbury Hospital with respediaken with the help of the board, may be in line for a large
to industrial action by some sections of the staff, is this actiorfinancial incentive to do just that.
having any impact on patient care and do the staff have any Itis my view that, when the nurses, cleaners, caterers and
cause for concern? so on who have been working with dedication in the hospitals
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are offered the same job with thousands of dollars in theiwherever it thought it could find water on a geological basis.
pocket to continue with the private sector, if that is theHowever, in recent years, with the cooperation of the
decision the Government takes, they will queue up to join—Aboriginal communities, much more investigation has
and well they might. | add that, as long as these industriabccurred to ensure that significant sacred sites do not exist in
actions continue to have no effect on the patients, | am hapmny areas in which the department drills and that environ-
to continue down that path and eventually come to a decisiomental damage is minimised.

which will benefit the people of South Australia. | pay tribute to the Mines and Energy Department for the
very good work that it does in the outback areas of South
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE Australia for Aboriginal communities. | must add that those

o Aboriginal communities have been very cooperative and
Mr ATKINSON (Spence): My question is directed to  hepfyl in terms of the recent announcements about explor-
you, Mr Speaker. Do you agree with the remarks of theyion that is going on in the Officer Basin. Both the Pitjant-
Anglican Archbishop of .Adela|de about the tone of par“a"atjara and Maralinga lands communities cooperated very
mentary debate, and will you support the proposal by thgey during that seismic survey. Recently it was announced
Leader of the Opposition to form a high powered bipartisaiat o major international companies will spend a consider-
group of members of Parliament to examine— able amount of money during the next few years on explor-
Members interjecting: ation in those Aboriginal lands. The continued cooperation
The SPEAKER: Order! ) ~ by Aboriginal communities is much appreciated. The working
Mr ATKINSON: —in conjunction with the Standing relationship between the department and outback communi-
Orders Committee ways to enable Parliament to fUnCthfﬂies is very good, especia"y when it goes towards trying to

more effectively? help them to provide water to better their lifestyle.
Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! HOSPITAL FUNDING

Mr ATKINSON: Following criticism by the Most
Reverend lan George of the standard of parliamentary debate, Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Does the Minister for Health
there have been suggestions of reforms that should ketill claim that the quality of care provided by our public
considered for this Parliament. These include the adoption dfospitals will not fall as a result of his Government's
the system introduced by the Australian Senate which allowsnprecedented cuts to the health budget, and will he say why
citizens who feel aggrieved by comments made unde80 hospitals have refused to sign funding agreements? It was
privilege to table a statement refuting allegations. reported in Monday'é&\dvertiserthat 60 public hospitals have

The SPEAKER: In response to the honourable member’srefused to sign funding agreements with the Government. The
guestion, | point out that any reform of the Standing Order&xecutive Director of the Hospitals and Health Services
is a matter which members should bring before the Standingssociation, Mr Ken Goodall, was reported as saying:
Orders Committee. | point out to the honourable member,  ospital boards and CEOs have looked very carefully at what is
particularly in relation to the letter which | received from the expected of them and, in all honesty, they feel they can't provide all
Leader of the Opposition, that it appeared in the newspapéie services they need to with the resources provided.

before | had a chance to respond. A spokesman for the Minister was then reported as saying:

Members |nterje.:ct|ng: . ... the number of hospitals with legitimate concerns was very
The SPEAKER: Order! Further, one of the suggestions gmgai.

that the honourable Leader made to me about having a sin bin i .

was rejected at the only meeting of the Standing Orderg 1 ne Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | am very surprised that
Committee that we had, and the honourable member whi'® member for Elizabeth, who | understand was a school-
' L}pacher before she became the shadow Minister for Health,
would make such a big mistake. My recollection of the
member for Elizabeth’s question is that it referred to unprece-
dented health cuts in South Australia. | draw the attention of
We member for Elizabeth to an article in thestralianof 20
ugust 1994 regarding health decisions of the Queensland
overnment. Amongst other things, the article states in
Members interjecting: relation to the Queensland Government, one of the honour-

The SPEAKER: Order!—which the two Leaders of the able member's factlor.1al gllles:
House and other members should address, and | am very More than 320 cleaning jobs appear set to be axed,—

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! | point out to the honourable
member that the Chair welcomes constructive comment o
any measure that can improve the operation of the House.é
believe it is a matter—

happy to facilitate that action. and we are not axing any jobs—
staff shortages are causing the closure of operating theatribe
ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES Queensland Nurses’ Union said yesterday health officials had

confirmed during an enterprise bargaining meeting that $45 million
Mr KERIN (Frome): Will the Minister for Mines and in cuts would result in [these] cleaning positions being axed. . .

Energy explain the cooperative role of the Department ofhose savings did not include further reductions in kitchen and
Mines and Energy with Aboriginal traditional landowners in l2undry staff.
the provision of ground water supplies in the Maralinga andSo, our carefully targeted management of the disaster left to
Pitjantjatjara lands? us by the previous Government is ‘Softly, softly, catchee
The Hon. D.S. BAKER: It is correct that the Mines and monkey’ in comparison with what the burners and slashers
Energy Department over many years, because of its exploin Queensland are doing. So, first, let me say that our cuts are
ation activities, has helped Aboriginal communities in theircertainly not unprecedented. Regarding the service agree-
search for reliable water supplies. In the 1970s, it drilledments, once again | am surprised that the member for
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Elizabeth, who as a teacher would wish all the facts to bdinding contracts signed—not people talking about becoming
known, did not quote the part of the article which stated: apprentices—between employers and apprentices and
Both sides of the discussion expect there will be resolution of thdrainees. That is an increase of 154 per cent. It is a very
problem by Friday. encouraging sign. It is a vote of confidence by employers that
In other words, whilst they are in a negotiating situation,they can see the economy picking up under the change of
there was concern on both sides, and both sides—in oth&overnment and, importantly, they are prepared to train
words the hospitals and the Health Commission—expedtoung people, because we will need those skilled people as
resolution of these dilemmas by Friday. Friday is still threethe recovery picks up. They are very welcome figures. We
days away, and it was the day that we set for the signing oftill have along way to go, and I am sending a clear message
the service agreements. | do not think there is any probler{® employers to make sure that, when the recovery is under
whatsoever. There have been a number of instances Bl swing, they have people who can maintain and provide
hospitals bursting into the press and saying that they do né@e skills that their industries need.
wish to sign their service agreements. | wish to draw the Those figures are in addition to the recently announced
attention of the House to one of those, that is, the Millicent’00 new trainees that we are taking on in the State Public

Hospital. Service as an indication of our support for training young
The Hon. D.S. Baker:A very good hospital. people. That is in addition to the 801 trainees that we have
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: A very good hospital, taken on since December last year. Shortly, | will be giving

indeed. But | was surprised— positive news about an increase in the number of apprentice-
An honourable member interjecting: ships in the public sector. We are practising what we preach

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: An excellent local @and setting an example which is being followed by the private
member. | was surprised when | heard that the MillicenSector.
Hospital intended not to sign its agreement until there had

been further discussion, because under casemix funding it HOSPITAL FUNDING
will get more money this year. | have to ask members of the .
House: what would you do if you were told by someone, ‘I Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Are the agreements that the

can either take away money or give you more, but we Wi”Ministe;r for H_ealth has introdu_ced to establish thf_e funding
give you more because you are an efficient hospital’? Wha@f pu_bllc hospltal_s and the services they must provide Iega}IIy
would you expect that hospital to say? Nine times out of 1dinding on hospital board members, and what legal advice
you would expect the hospital to say, ‘Thanks very muchhas he sought in the preparation of these a_greements?
we’ll get on with the job of providing efficient health care’ ~ The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The advice has been
But, no, it wanted to have further negotiations. | would like through the legal services part of the Health Commission, and
to point out that many hospitals around the country have begnhave faith in it, as I am sure would all members of the
proved to be inefficient under the casemix funding formulaOpposition. There has not been any change in that area since
and, if the Millicent Hospital wishes us to charge thosethe last election. It is a matter of an agreement, and |
hospitals using the same formula with which it wished to besincerely believe that there will not be any question of legally
charged, there will be outrage in the country, and that simplpinding or anything like that: it is a matter of an agreement
will not happen. among people in the position of being a board member who
The hospital in the rural areas with the largest of all theWish to provide services for their community, and the Health
expectations for the budgetary position is in the member fofommission and the Government is keen that we agree on
Giles' electorate—the Whyalla Hospital. It has the bigger askvhat services will be provided at what cost.
of any of the hospitals, and it has indicated that it is quite
happy to sign the agreement. Indeed, the people from the PRISONER INTERVIEW

electorate of Giles have a history of being cooperative, so | . .
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Will the Minister for Emergency

thank them in this matter. | also thank a number of the h ! . .
metropolitan hospitals which have already indicated that they©"Vices outline to the House the circumstances surrounding
he reported interview between Aulvertiserjournalist and

are quite happy and that they will sign. | have to say that, . . . : :
from the point of view of the article in the paper which the & convicted murderer who is currently being detained in one

shadow Minister quoted when asking her first question, th@f the State’s prisons, as reported in fhivertiseryesterday?
part she really ought to look at when she goes back to sddhad barely read the article yesterday when an elector rang

why she left it out is the part which says, ‘Both sides expecEXPressing some concern about this apparent new direction
a resolution of the matter by Friday.’ of interviewing people in gaol and expressing ongoing
concern about the trauma that this might cause victims and

TRAINING CONTRACTS people who had previously been involved with the crime.
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | thank the member for
Mrs ROSENBERG (Kaurna): Has the Minister for Unley for his question and for his genuine concern about the
Employment, Training and Further Education been informedamily of the victim of this terrible crime. | want to make
of the contract of training figures for September and, if soperfectly clear to the House that as Minister | did not
can he indicate to the House the significance of those figuresithorise the interview that occurred between the convicted
The Hon. R.B. SUCH: This is another good news story person and thA&dvertiser | was particularly disappointed to
for South Australia. find that not only had the article been run but it ran on the
Members interjecting: front page of theAdvertiser As Minister, on a weekly basis
The Hon. R.B. SUCH:Have you finished? Contracts of | receive numerous requests from various media outlets
training refer to apprenticeships and traineeships. The figutaroughout our State and country. Since becoming Minister,
for this time last year for the month of September was 172in all but one case | have refused such requests for interview,
for September this year, it is 437. That relates to legallythe reason being that most requests are to interview violent
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prisoners, and to agree to those requests would bringuestion. However, as he would know, it is out of order for
unnecessary trauma to either the victims and/or their familiesne to answer the same question again. If he would like to
The only request | have approved to date has been a requésbk it up in Hansardhe will find the answer.
by theAdvertiserto interview a person convicted of fraud.
The reasons for this are quite simple. It is important that ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
victims are not caused trauma beyond that which they have o
already experienced. However, | was particularly pleased to  Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): My question is directed
hear on 5AD this morning an example of what | consider tdf0 the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business
be responsible journalism in debating and highlighting thisthd Regional Development. With the continuing attention
aspect of reporting. | would like to share with the Housebeing given to trade with our Asian neighbours, can the
some sentences from the 5AD/5DN broadcast, through thellinister provide the House with information about the
journalist Mr Shane Sody, who said, in part: forthcoming world economic forum in Singapore which he
Murderers are not celebrities, and reporters and editors have'd tq attend and the significance 9f Sou'th. Au§trqllan com-
responsibility to make sure that murderers are not treated likfanies and the EWS Department in participating in a major
celebrities. But we are all failing in our duty. Yesterday, infrastructure trade fair in Jakarta next week?
the Advertiserran a front page story about a murderer. Scott Hartis  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: In relation to the infrastructure

in gaol for two murders he committed 10 years ago. Hart spoke t o .
the Advertiserin an unauthorised interview by phone from Port forum and trade exhibition in Jakarta on Monday and

Augusta Gaol. Of course, to explain the story, the newspaper had tuesday next week, South Australia will be represented with
remind us of the crime and publish photos of Hart's victims. TheAustrade. In fact, South Australia is the only State in
vl famis were ot vatned i (b, we coming up 1 Autral ogether wih Austrads tobe paricipatng n
their loved ones once again in the paper just because the Kkill frqstructure forgm. When one recognises that Indonesia is
wanted to get something of his chest. ooking at spending billions of dollars on water and power

: : . . infrastructure in the course of the next five to eight years,
| applaud those sentiments by that journalist. Itis an examplgoupled with China looking at tens of billions of dollars

of what | consider to be responsible journalism—an indica- orth of infrastructure over the next decade or two. the

tion of the complexity that is behind any decision that is made) portunities for South Australia to access those markets are

or not made to allow a person to be interviewed if they haVés)i%nificant
committed a crime. The statement by that journalist high- The South Australian firms that will be participating in

lights another problem within our prison system, that is, at exhibition include SAGRIC, Built Environs, Fisher

access to telephones. At my direction, the Department fri G Int tional hitectural fi
Correctional Services has, as members of the House wouftf €S, Greenway International (an architectural firm),
inders Medical Centre, and the Economic Development

be aware, for some time been examining a range of optio . . ; - . -
! 9 9 P ,Euthorlty. Firms being represented with promotional material

that will restrict telephone use by prisoners. S : ] :
Extensive inquiries have been made both interstate arEf‘OI participating in the stand include: Rexco, MFP, Static

overseas by my department to determine the most cos ngineering, Codan (communications), Production Machi-

: - : facturing), and Ashel Products.
effective method to adopt and the extent of restrictions which'€"Y (ma_n_u ' .
the system should place on prisoners. Ideally, the preferred_”In addition, the CEOfofltrf‘e EVc\j/S Deﬂafrt]m?”]f (Mr Phipps)
system should restrict telephone calls to relatives, friends arg"r participate I|<n t 3 ull tour days o tbe. In rastcljru?turﬁ.
legal representatives of a prisoner to ensure that the prison&lf UM next week, and appointments are being made for him

cannot make nuisance telephone calls or telephone calls suﬁﬁh the Director of Public Works in Indonesia. Further,

as this one of an illegal nature. The department has experradung Province has requested meetings to look at further
enced difficulty in comparing the benefits of differing Nvolvement with South Australia in the provision of
systems because of the complexity of some of those systerffirastructure. Its purpose simply is to create an opportunity
and the complex funding structures. However, despite thatO South Australia to promote _the capabilities of Its firms
the department has now almost completed its work, and thdd Governmentagencies with infrastructure expertise to the
cost of installing and administering the systems has beef{or!d and those Asian markets. There will be some 300
carefully investigated by the department. exh|b|tor§ at the trade show from 20 countries, with about
I have been advised by my department that within the next0 000 Visitors expected to attend. .

fortnight it will be in a position to make recommendations to, !N relation to the economic forum in Singapore, there will
me regarding the most appropriate system and the cost 8¢ SOme 16 regional leaders and representatives of Govern-
such a system, so that we can ensure that, through tfjgents: nine European and seven Asian covering Australia,
telephone system as well, victims’ rights and feelings are kegt"in& India, Finland, France, Germany, Japan, Malaysia, the
paramount in determining the sort of access that prisonefd€therlands, Russia, Spain, Switzerland and the Philippines.
ought to have and the public statements that they can c‘,l'rhat forum was established in 1971. The sessions will

cannot make. include new business growth, new prospects in Europe,
consumer preferences, transport and communication barriers,
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMISSION trade barriers and technology cross flow. Its aim is to advance

the economic partnerships between Europe and East Asia,

Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): My  and to look at the opportunities in this instance that might
guestion is directed to the Minister for Industrial Affairs. Will present themselves for South Australia and Australia in
the Government proceed with the appointment of Mr Brianaccessing some of those markets.
Noakes of the Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry There is no doubt that South Australia’s economic future
as President of the South Australian Industrial Relationgnd its expansion rely upon accessing those international
Commission? markets. With the successful completion of the IT&T centre

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | thought the new Deputy of excellence being established through EDS using South
Leader must have been demoted, not having a previousustralia as its base and headquarters to access the Asia-
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Pacific markets, this State’s profile needs to be raised in theill be if they invest in our paper. It was great news to be
Asia-Pacific region. It can and will be raised as a result oback and to receive a big tick from the various banks that
EDS, Motorola and other companies locating and establishingctually surveyed the client groups that attended these
their headquarters in South Australia. It will give us thedemonstrations and explanations of South Australian finances
opportunity to expand the economic base of South Australiand the directions of the Government. It was good news that
from traditionally primary production and manufacturing we had actually gone out there, sold a message and the
industries in the 50s, 60s and 70s that accessed thosgessage was accepted. However, it is important that the
international markets, into the new generation: the newecapturing of that AAA status must be the goal and must be
growth area of economic development. The EDS contract anaichieved. It is very important to understand that, whilst we
the benefits that it can and will bring to South Australia will did receive a tick for our economic strategy, the facts of life
help us access those Asia-Pacific markets. are that we still take a hit; we still pay a premium for
I recall being concerned on a previous trip to the Asiaborrowing money if we do not have the top rating.
region, as was the Premier when he returned from his visitto It is useful to observe from the past financial year, for
Singapore, Malaysia and China earlier in the year, with thexample, that the Commonwealth will always have prece-
profile of South Australia in that region. We are simply waydence in the financial markets should it require money. If we
behind the eight ball. We have to do a lot of work to marketiook at Commonwealth financing over the previous financial
South Australia and to identify the technical expertise that iyear, in relation to longer-term borrowings of five years or
available out of the State to create those opportunities. Bgnore, we will find that the spread there compared to that in
doing so and marketing this State appropriately and wellSouth Australia was about 55 basis points on average. That
accessing those markets by giving the support that is needethphasises the extent to which you pay for the credit rating.
and facilitating South Australian companies to get into thoséf we look at Queensland and New South Wales, on average
markets, we will broaden South Australia’s base and give ithey were about 30 basis points better off than South
a surer footing. That is good news for all South AustraliansAustralia. If anyone wants that translated into cost of funds,
it is quite simple: 10 basis points is about .1 per cent. So, on

ENERGY an $8 billion debt we save $8 million, simply because we can
. i - _ get our money more cheaply.
Mr De LAINE (Price): Will the Minister for Mines and Therefore, whilst we were pleased with the result and

Energy consider introducing incentives to encourage peoplgleased with the improvement in our capacity to market our
to install solar powered appliances? It has been put to me thatate and market our money in the international markets,
the widespread installation of appliances, such as solar watghere is still a huge job to be done for this State. We simply
heaters, will ease the load on the State’s electricity and gagannot allow wastage of the order of $24 million, in this case,
resources and also positively contribute to an improvememecause we do not have an AAA status. We must reach that
in the quality of the environment. AAA status in order to get our money more cheaply than we
The Hon. D.S. BAKER: | will refer the matter to the are getting it at the moment, thus providing relief and
Office of Energy Planning and bring back a report for theallowing some of our service areas to be under less pressure

honourable member as soon as possible. because not so much money is required to service the debt.
It was an important lesson to be learnt.
STATE ECONOMY | have been provided with feedback on the acceptance of

i . the information that was provided by South Australia. For us
Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): Following the Treasurer's j; has peen excellent, so we are very pleased with the result.
recent visit overseas, can he provide the House with @t that is only an interim result: the final result must be
summary of the financial market's view of the need for South, \ing our State finances back in order, back to a greater state

Australia to regain its triple A credit rating? The Treasureros health. and | would ask the Opposition to support that
has consistently maintained that the State must regain itSqqrt. ’

triple A credit rating which was lost in 1991 by the former
Government during the State Bank disaster.

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The message that must be clearly
understood by everybody in this House, and particularly by
members of the Opposition who want to hijack the Govern-
ment’s strategy, is that the recovery of and the need to get
back to triple A status as far as the financial markets are GRIEVANCE DEBATE
concerned is absolutely vital. That is the message | bring back
from overseas. They were particularly pleased with this The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the
Government's new economic direction. The former TreasureHouse note grievances.
went on a similar road show the previous year, and he noticed
how appreciative those markets and the people dealing with  Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): | refer this afternoon
our paper overseas are to see the Treasurer of the State ouethe Family and Community Services Estimates Committee
there. Importantly, these people can remember what state th@d the deplorable attitude of the Opposition, comprising
State was in; they can remember the messages that welrabor Party members who claim to be all about families and
coming from South Australia. We are not an island: thesocial justice yet who, when it comes to an important area
markets actually understand our financing, and if they do naduch as Family and Community Services, pulled the pin on
understand it they go and find out about it. the Estimates Committee at only 6 o’clock in the evening. It

So, if they are recommending that their clients buy ouiis clear from that experience that the Opposition members
paper they want to know how good our credit ratings are, hovgpeak with a forked tongue, because the Minister for Family
good our financial strategies are and how secure their clienesnd Community Services (Hon. David Wotton) had 19 staff
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available to be questioned until 10 o’clock that evening, tanuch closer to being Leader or Deputy Leader of the
ensure that the Opposition members had a fair go in examir@pposition in the foreseeable future. So, | look forward to
ing what our Government was doing with Family andworking with the member for Playford as we keep developing
Community Services. However, because they had a confethis State, but for the people of South Australia it is very
ence to attend in Tasmania, members opposite determingisappointing to see that Labor has not learnt anything.
that that was more important than getting on with the job of The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
examining this important portfolio area. has expired. The honourable Leader of the Opposition.

Of course, when we talk about families we talk about
grass roots, the foundation and the basics we need to see for The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): |
this State to develop. We hear Labor Party members goingnink that all members would be aware of the Archbishop’s
on with a lot of rhetoric about being a Party that now listensconcerns about the decline in parliamentary standards,
to the people; a Party that, at the grass roots level, will allowffering the view that childish attacks, smear tactics and the
people to make decisions on the sorts of candidates whgolitics of personality are doing a great deal to undermine
should come up through the ranks and be chosen to take gublic confidence in politicians and in Parliament. All of us
the job of representing the people of the State. should recall the words of former Prime Minister Ben

It has been interesting in the past few weeks to note th€hifley, who said:
various press reports and to listen to the Leader of the Honourable members should not forget that in the life of a
Opposition and other people within the Party talking aboutiemocracy it is important that the public should respect not
how they want to get closer to the people of South Australiahecessarily a Party but the Parliament. Everything we do to destroy
to listen to what they have to say and to represent them in §at respect deals a blow to democracy itself.
true, clear and honest fashion. Of course, all we have seenTdiere is no doubt in my mind that respect for Parliament and
a heck of a lot of deals being done, more trade union peopl®r politicians is at an all time low, both in this State and
being brought into the Parliament and factions controllingaround this nation. When | have been doorknocking, | have
their activities, with grass roots people having no chancéeen told constantly by citizens that they are sick and tired of
whatsoever of being able to make any decisions about whioliticians bickering and using the Parliament as a vehicle for
should represent them. vicious and often unsubstantiated personal attacks playing the

So, what have we learnt from all this? We have learnt thatperson and not the issue. | am also sure that the aggressive,
after nearly a year in Opposition, Labor members are nogbusive and confrontational behaviour often highlighted in
really out there working hard for the people of Southtelevision coverage has helped deter many talented people—
Australia; that they are still far more interested in continuingparticularly talented women—from pursuing a parliamentary
to help those to whom they owe a favour jump onto the gravgareer.
train; and that, when it comes to areas such as Family and Certainly it is my view that the public expect all of us as
Community Services, they would rather go on a trip topoliticians, all of us as parliamentarians, to put the long-term
Tasmania than question the Government on what it is doingieeds of our State and nation ahead of short-term partisan

However, on the positive side, it is great to see that, eveaoncerns. It is true, however, that the public are often
though we had to take some pretty big cuts in the budgeeresented with a distorted picture of what really occurs in
across the board, our Liberal Government, understanding hoRarliament. Many citizens do not realise that around 90 per
important the Family and Community Services portfolio iscent of Bills considered by Parliament achieve unanimous
to many families in the community, has been very careful tddipartisan support. Television news teams generally attend
ensure that those cuts are kept to a minimum. | was delighteghly Question Time (they certainly packed up and went at the
to see our Government make that decision, because down@nd of Question Time today) and then tend to focus on the
the south, where we have been neglected for such a long timeore vitriolic exchanges or the most colourful grab or sound
we recognise the need for facilities and services involving nobite. Realising this, many politicians choose to play the media
only Family and Community Services but also law and ordergame in the hope of being featured on the nightly news. It has
health, road infrastructure and job creation programs, etc.reached a point in South Australia where several senior

Of course, we note that Noarlunga Hospital did very wellparliamentarians turn their back on the Speaker in order to
out of casemix, receiving additional funding for the mentalposture before the cameras.
health services it now proposes, but it disappointed me that All Parties, and many politicians, are guilty of using the
the Opposition spokesperson, the member for ElizabettRarliament to make attacks on political opponents. All of
when referring in Question Time today to cuts that we wereus—the Premier, the former Leaders of the Opposition and
purported to have made in the health arena, failed to let theow Ministers and me—have been guilty of going over the
people of South Australia know that, when members of théop at times. That does not mean that none of us can improve.
Opposition were in Government, 60 per cent of the McLareWe should all improve and collectively endeavour to lift the
Vale Hospital health budget was slashed. It was the slash aquiiblic’s esteem for the institution of Parliament and their
burn Government, as we all know only too well. We haverepresentatives. There is no doubt that on a number of
only to look at the financial position of this State to realiseoccasions in South Australia totally unfounded personal
that. attacks made under parliamentary privilege have caused

Our good friend the member for Playford was the onlyconsiderable damage to an MP’s reputation, health and family
member who asked sound questions when it came to Familife, which no denial or hard won apology can later rectify.
and Community Services, and | personally have come t&ersonal attacks and deliberate smearing of political oppo-
admire the honourable member in the relatively short time iments or members of the public must be dealt with most
which | have been in this Chamber. Whilst it appears that heeverely.
was knifed at this time, | know that the calibre of the Today we heard people being called ‘thick heads’. |
honourable member, as well as his dedication to bipartisahighlight a past example where a woman member of this
development in getting this State going, will see him comeParliament some years ago was described as a slut, and that
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was an absolute disgrace. We have seen people in thi§ them involved situations where a Liberal member of
Parliament referred to as murderers. We have had questioRairliament in this place or in another place may have
raised about Mafia connections—all of which turned out tccriticised a member of the former Government. One example
be untrue. Recently, we had an example where a member tfat he did not mention occurred, very curiously, just before
this House was mentioned in relation to ‘when she slips intdhe last election, wherein the then member for Gilles directed
the sheets with him tonight’ and so on. There is a generad comment at me, quite deliberately. In so doing he put a slur
view around the community that that type of comment aboubn my character that | will have to live with for the rest of my
peoples’ looks, separations, family circumstances antfe.
personal life and so on should not be permitted in this The Leader of the Opposition referred to looks, families,
Parliament. People raise those issues when basically th@ersonalities, marital break-ups and a lot of other things, but
cannot cut the mustard in terms of debating issues. he did not talk about the one thing the member for Gilles got
I wrote to the Speaker of the House some days before th&tuck into me about, namely, sexual preference. He did not
letter to the Archbishop was made public. Indeed, | sent thatlk about his own Party’s deliberate performance in malign-
letter to you, Sir, last Wednesday and was disappointed biyg people on this side of the House. He comes in here as
your comments because my question was phrased in a mdstader of the Opposition and the prime focus of a very small
constructive way. Certainly | will address that matter outsideParty and lectures us on fair play and parliamentary stand-
this House. ards. I do not think that any member of the Party of which |
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader will not reflect onthe am proud to be a member needs that lecture. The lecture
Chair. The response he gets will be most constructive, tooshould be delivered in his Caucus and to his Party room.
The Hon. M.D. RANN: | will continue to be constructive, Members opposite certainly have runs on the board with
Sir, and continue to seek with you ways of improving andrespect to this issue.
reforming this Parliament. | hope that you, the Premier and | can point to a number of books written in this State about
| can sit down as three mature members of Parliament arttie sort of tactics members opposite have pursued both in this
work out how we can lift the game of this Parliament to beChamber and in lifts and other places all around this State to
more effective and accountable, without personal abuse. deliberately malign and denigrate people in a way they did
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time not deserve. | find it offensive. | do not find the Leader’s
has expired. The member for Unley. remarks offensive: | totally concur with them. However, |
find his motives questionable and | find it personally
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): 1am only sorry that there were offensive that a person who was a senior member of the
not more members in the Chamber to hear that contributiodormer Government and who resorted quite deliberately to the
There are few moments in history that deserve particular noteactics to which they resorted prior to the last election, and
and to see the Leader of the Opposition’s conversion on th&ith some of the things that some of their supporters pulled
road to the front bench, as illustrated in his speech, is trulyh the election campaign, can come into this House and have
remarkable. It is to be commented on that so few memberngie temerity to lecture a Government, which has so far
were present to witness such a sincere and total conversiasehaved with propriety and decency towards members
such areversal. In fact, it was almost a polar reversal.  opposite, on morality and other such virtues. Let the person
Mr Becker: Do you believe he was really sincere? with perfect morality come in here and lecture us. | do not
Mr BRINDAL: The member for Peake is most cruel. think it is the Leader of the Opposition.
Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Sir. My under- The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Venning): Order! The
standing of the Grievance Debate is that it allows membersonourable member’s time has expired.
to raise an issue of significance relating to their area or an
area of interest. | draw your attention to relevance. Mr FOLEY (Hart): | appreciate the opportunity to rise
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member does notin this Chamber today to talk about an occurrence in the past
have a point of order. The member for Unley is entitled tofew weeks that was of real significance to the well being of
raise any matter that he thinks appropriate. this State. | am not referring to the magnificent victory of the
Mr BRINDAL: Thus, not one minute after the Leader of Port Adelaide Football Club in the SANFL grand final. It was
the Opposition finished speaking about relevance in Parlieca momentous occasion, Sir.
ment and contributions to debate we see the true tactics of Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Sir. | believe
members opposite with frivolous interjections and points othat this Chamber does not allow displays. The member for
order. | was most interested in the contribution of the LeadeHart is wearing a tie that appears to display the football
of the Opposition, so much so that the subject of my griev<lub—
ance changed in the course of that contribution. The member The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of
for Hart might like to take note of this because, along with theorder.
members for Peake and Newland, during my time in here | Mr FOLEY: That makes a mockery of the appalling
have asked for exactly what the Leader of the Oppositiomontribution made by that member, who just tried to talk
comes in here and asks for today, namely, a bit of commoabout ethics. | was not referring to the great grand final
decency and a bit of lifting of the standard of debate in thevictory of the Port Adelaide Football Club, which is soon to
Parliament and, more specifically, a little bit of treating thejoin the AFL. | was talking about the recent ALP national
Parliament with the respect that an institution like thisconference in Hobart where the delegation from South
deserves. Australia, led by the Leader of this State Labor Party,
In the years that | and my colleagues served on thachieved for this State something that this present Liberal
Opposition benches, we had no such concessions from tho&®vernment has been unable to achieve in the past 10
who then occupied the Government benches. | am a particuronths.
larly interested observer today because | noticed that the What we achieved, as a South Australian delegation led
Leader of the Opposition canvassed many instances, and &l the Leader of the Opposition (the member for Ramsay),
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was an extension of the Adelaide Airport runway. The pastmanagement at Lonsdale for the way in which they have dealt
Labor Government was unable to achieve that; and theith these problems. They have been prepared to sit down
present Liberal Government was unable to achieve it. Thaith the local members and discuss the issues, and find some
new Leader of the Opposition and the South Australiargenuine way of attempting to work with the Government to
delegation went down to Hobart with one objective. We mesolve this problem. The Government and the southern
for many hours behind closed doors. We worked hard anthembers do not accept the behaviour of this small group of
diligently towards brokering a deal for this State that wouldthugs in our community and do not accept the situation our
add real value to our economy. drivers are placed in while simply trying to offer a service to

We did that not with any political point scoring in mind— the community in doing their job. They are under attack by
none whatsoever. We went down there with the economithese thugs from within and outside the buses.

development of this State as our number one priority. We did | also place on record the positive actions that our Minister
not get what the Premier may have liked us to get, that ior Transport and Minister for Emergency Services are
some utopia of an airport, some mega revamp of our airporpytting in place to address this issue. Of most importance is
What we were able to achieve was a beginning of the rebirt e Transit Squad improvementsl which have been very
of Adelaide Airport—that is, the extension of the Adelaidesijgnificant. Currently there are 67 fully trained police in the
Airport runway. What we were also able to achieve was arransit Squad. There were only seven officers in this squad
resolution that allows our airport to be leased to and run byyhen this Government was elected, and they had very limited
the private sector, if the private sector is the most appropriatgowers. The number of officers in the Transit Squad and their
body to run our airport. That will giVe the Premier of this powers have been addressed by this Government. The
State the flexibility to find the ownership and managemenincrease to 67 officers has been achieved by training 39 new
structure that will move our airport forward. police through the Police Academy, the seven that were
We achieved the extended runway for the airport, whichyjready in the squad, and a further 21 police who have been
will give the Premier a far better product with which he canassigned to the Transit Squad while others are being trained.
attract an appropriate airport developer and manager. Thgt the end of this process, the Transit Squad will number 80.
othey very important fact, Wh'Ch. unfortunately has not  \when a category one situation occurs, the nearest police
received the same degrge of prominénce as the great victo trol car responds to the incident. Since this Government has
of the State Labor Party in getting the runway extended, w ken control of the situation, the number of arrests and

that we were able to get the existing debt of the Adelaid‘?eports has increased from 165 to 1 391 for the same time

Airport removed so that any operator coming in to operate . . .
Adelaide Airport will do so debt free. With that airport debteﬁ]irrlggsg]d tfr;gn)]/ %rfolegeggsf;nt?] elgg::]' elgrr? : ;trgrl#l:résa grees\,/tls

free, it will return a reasonable rate of return. It |saprof|tabl_eously described. This Government will be introducing 60

airport and will be a very attractive investment and proposiy ,scenaer service attendants to replace the former guards that
tion for the private sector, if that is the appropriate body t he Labor Party removed from the buses

manage and operate our airport. . -
When | was in Hobart | was very disappointed to see the | refer to correspondence received from the Minister for

churlish reaction of our State Premier who could not accept @NSPOrtin response to inquiries particularly in the southern
the fact that other people were capable of delivering result&€2- All 70 TransAdelaide buses that are used on night shift

for this State. As | said, we went down there to play aWill be fitted with security screen doors, which will particu-

constructive role for this State. It would have been decent@'ly benefit the drivers. All buses and trams in the Trans-
whilst the Leader of the Opposition was down there brokering*delaide fleet will have a protective film applied to the side
deals with the Prime Minister and the Minister for Transportindows of the driver's seat. Also, protective film will be
to at least have the Premier of this State supportive of thatPPlied to the windscreens of all buses that do not have
move. But, no. We had this churlish reaction, which we hav minated and strengthened windscreens. All TransAdelaide

come to expect every time the Premier does not get his ow)hicles have now been fitted with a new radio system which
way. Unfortunately, at times our Premier behaves like 6_{1as an emergency facility so that when an emergency switch

school boy: when he does not get his own way he becomds activated the TransAdelaide radio controller can monitor
very churlish. an incident as it occurs on the bus. TransAdelaide radio

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable controllerscan therefore quickly assess the situation because
member’s time has expired. ' ' they are aware, through the conversations taking place, how
the situation is progressing.

Mrs ROSENBERG (Kaurna): | would like to raise my Another initiative is the Young Customer Focus Group,
concerns for the TransAdelaide bus drivers at the Lonsdalehich is particularly important and which is the continuation
depot, and the vandalism and attacks that have been occurriog an initiative that was instigated by the Lonsdale bus
in the southern area, particularly with rock throwing. This isdepot—that is, the anti-graffiti program. | will not continue
a very serious problem in the southern area. Some time agutlining the situation in terms of graffiti in this grievance
the three southern members met with Mr Ray Marsh andebate because it would take 10 minutes to put into words
other union members and management for the Lonsdaome of the things that | feel need to be taken into account.
depot. There has been an escalation of vandalism in our arétowever, after the Premier’s visit to Kaurna and the issues
over the past five years. It has been worse than ever durirthat were raised at a public meeting at Port Noarlunga, | am
the past six to eight months. very pleased that several Ministers have got together and will

Since January this year vandalism attacks alone haveontinue to work with back bench members to find some
numbered 78. Drivers constantly receive verbal abuse argblutions to these problems. I think the extra transit police
often feel seriously threatened for their physical safety. Weesources that have been put into the southern area to combat
need these experienced drivers doing the job they are so welur problems will help, and the addition of plain-clothes
trained to do. | congratulate the members of the union and thegatrols will target the key areas.
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable The other name | offered was Mrs Carole Caroll, who
member’s time has expired. wants Government policy to endorse a woman'’s right to
choose and not to favour institutional care over home child-

Mrs KOTZ (Newland): | would like to address a reply care. She has become an accomplished public speaker at
dated 5 July this year to a letter | sent on 24 May to therallies in several capital cities and has struck a clear chord
Women's Suffrage Committee which organised the womenvith thousands of home maker women who feel that feminist
in power and politics conference. That reply is a rejection obureaucrats have ignored them. | believe that a conference
the suggestions that | offered in my letter of 24 May. At thatreflecting the concerns of all women should include speakers
time | had been reading the brochure which had beesuch as the two | have mentioned. The other was Mrs Ros
presented by the organisers of the women in power anghillips, who sees organised drug, prostitution and pornogra-
politics conference, which was to mark the anniversary of thghy trades as being very damaging to the status and well-
centenary of the vote for women in South Australia. Thatoeing of women.
conference is being held at the Adelaide Convention Centre |f women are not prepared to be intellectually big enough
at the moment, through to 11 October. Itis a most importanio accept, but not necessarily embrace, the vast diversity of
conference that celebrates the centenary of an event in whigpinion across the spectrum of their peers—and their peers
South Australia led the world in giving women both the rightare all the women in our communities—they do the women’s
to vote and the right to stand for Parliament. cause a disservice because they will be, in essence, no better

As this was an international conference and one whiclthan the men who hold the attitudes about which women so
would draw a great deal of attention from local media, anchitterly complain and which they seriously want to address.
probably the world’s media, | felt that it should therefore Although | recognise that the conference will include
reflect a balance of women'’s current thinking, not only thatseminars and discussion groups that may cover some of the
of those who appeared on the brochure to be Marxist-orientecbncerns mentioned above, they do not cover family-oriented
feminists but also of those who would want to uphold thewomen.
status of women from a different perspective. | was not The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
convinced that the backgrounds of the speakers listed on tieember’s time has expired.
brochure adequately reflected such a balance. It was to that
point that | wrote the letter to the committee.

Also missing from the program seemed to be an acknow-
ledgment of just how South Australia and New Zealand came
to win the distinction of being the first places in the world to
achieve women’s suffrage. Those supporting women’s
suffrage in Britain, for example, had to wait decades to STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE
achieve the same success. Of course, part of the reason for
that is the work of the first international women’s organis- ; . .
ation here—the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, Onkon: C.A. PICk|QS to fill the vacancy on the committee caused
of its founding mothers was Frances Willard of the United®Y the resignation of the Hon. C.J. Sumner.

States, who had strong convictions about the status of women

and their potential to influence society for good, especially jo,NT COMMITTEE ON LIVING RESOURCES

if they had the right to vote and, indeed, to stand for Parlia-

ment. Her vision and enthusiasm spread to the WCTU groups  The Legislative Council intimated that it had appointed the

in Australia and New Zealand in the 1880s. In SouthHon, T.G. Roberts to fill the vacancy on the committee
Australia it was the hard work of Elizabeth Webb Nicholls caused by the resignation of the Hon. C.A. Pickles.

and her many supporters that convinced their male relatives
of the solid advantages of women’s suffrage. They used the APPROPRIATION BILL
power of reasoned argument.
The South Australian WCTU gained more than 8 000 of The Hon. H. ALLISON (Gordon): | bring up the report
the 11 000 signatures on the famous petition that helpedf Estimates Committee A and move:
South Australian MPs to grant women’s suffrage in 1894. 1  That the report be received.
believe that this historic victory would not have happenedin  \otion carried.
that year without the key influence of what was predominant-  The Hon, H. ALLISON: | bring up the minutes of

ly conservative women, indeed conservative Christiary gceedings of Estimates Committee A and move:

women. . . . .
. . That the minutes of proceedings be incorporated in the votes and
One hundred years later, conservative Christian womeprgceedings. P g P

seem to be entirely missing from the Women, Power and
Politics conference list of invited speakers. To that end, |
wrote to the committee and suggested three speakers who |\ BECKER (Peake): | bring up the report of Estimates
felt at least should be invited to speak. One wascommittee B and move:

Mrs Gwendolyn May, who is now in her eighty-third year
and who is the only active member of the SAWCTU to have . i
strong memories of Elizabeth Nicholls. There are many other Motion carried. , )

areas to which | could refer in relation to Mrs May, but time _ Mr BECKER: I bring up the minutes of proceedings of
does not allow me to do so. She was also apparently the onfyStimates Committee B and move:

person who ever spanked our former Prime Minister, Robert That the minutes of proceedings be incorporated in the votes and
Hawke. Gwen was a close friend of Bob Hawke’s motherProceedings.

Ellie, who was an active member of the SAWCTU. Motion carried.

The Legislative Council intimated that it had appointed the

Motion carried.

That the report be received.
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The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer): | move: power. When the Government talks about cuts, in some areas
That the proposed expenditures referred to Estimates Committe&3iS means cuts in food and clothing. None of these people
A and B be agreed to. spends a great deal of money in those areas.

The point | am trying to make is that this will mean a very

Ms HURLEY (Napier): | addressed most of the issues small amount of saving for a very short-term gain. In the
of concern previously, but I will use some of this time briefly overall context of the budget, free transport under the school
to raise a couple of matters which are important to mesard is insignificant. Problems have already started to emerge.

personally and which came out during the Estimates Commit put this issue to the Parliament in a constructive way,
tees. First, | refer to the abolition of free transport for schoobecause it is possible that the Government may have to

card holders. This is something about which, even duringoncede that it has made an error in doing this and that it may
these school holidays, | have received a great many calls gtve to reverse its decision.

my electorate office. It is obvious already that this will cause In a quite different but related examp|e, the pre\/ioug
a great deal of hardship to people all around AdelaideLabor Government reversed a decision to provide free
However, I am particularly concerned about the people in m¥ransport for all school children when it became obvious that
electorate, where there is a high number of unemployegroblems were arising in that area. It acknowledged its
people and a high percentage of single parents. In additiomistake and changed the system. The problems that will
it must not be forgotten that there is a high number of peoplemerge from the Government’s decision about the school
on relatively low incomes who have their money already tiectard will become evident. | ask the Government to maintain
up in living expenses. an open mind about this matter, to realise that it is imposing
On many occasions people from each of those thregn unnecessary hardship on people and perhaps to make some
groups have contacted my office to explain how difficult theyadjustments to its decision. In view of the fact that transport
would find it under the new system whereby their children dds being restructured enormously, there is a chance further
not have free transport when they would have been eligiblgown the track that this decision could be reversed.
for it previously. For example, | was contacted by the mother  The second area to which | refer, one which is of personal
of four children who each travel a short but significantinterest to me because of my background in science, concerns
distance to a Catholic school in the area and who now mayhat is happening to SARDI, the Government's research
not be able to attend the school of their choice because of thestitution. SARDI has been subjected to long periods of
extra cost of transport. uncertainty over a number of years, first concerning its
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: location—whether it will remain at Northfield or be moved
Ms HURLEY: It will cost them $5.10 a week for a multi- to Waite. It has undergone restructuring over a number of
trip ticket. When that is multiplied by four, it is a significant years, and a 25 per cent reduction in staffing levels has now
cost. Members on the other side who are perhaps a little mokseen announced. Also, over a period of time there appears to
wealthy will not understand the difficulties that this involves have been a question as to whether the separating of SARDI
for people on low incomes. from the Department of Primary Industries was a good thing.
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: However, during the Estimates Committees the Minister said
Ms HURLEY: That is with the concession. It means thatthat he believes that this separating of SARDI will ‘in the
these parents face the possibility of having to pull theidong term be good for South Australia’.
children out of the school to which the mother, fatherand all | was pleased to hear that, because it is important that
her family went and sending them to a local public school SARDI not be subjected to further periods of uncertainty, that
She acknowledges that the local public school is a good oriebe given the opportunity to settle down in its new premises
and she does not have a problem with it, but her children arat Waite with the new staffing levels, acknowledging the
happy at their school and it is a family tradition to go there.reduction, and that it be able to continue its excellent work.
However, the simple fact of the matter is that she probablyuring the Estimates Committees, its research work in the
cannot afford to continue to send them there. areas of viticulture, barley breeding, the quality of navel
Another single parent in my area telephoned me. As @ranges, pasture cultivars and livestock programs was
result of the scaling down of classes at the Smithfield Plainacknowledged. It was also acknowledged that about 50 per
High School, he needed to direct his children to another higlkent of its funding is already obtained from private sources.
school. His two children now attend Elizabeth City High Obviously, these private sources are from within the industry.
School and make use of the school card concession. Myhe point | make is that industry funding generally has a
constituent is unemployed, and he is now in a position wherespecific focus, which is often short to medium term.
from his unemployment benefit, he needs to find an extra Itis important that the Government guarantee the valuable
$10.20 a week for those two children. This is a dire form ofresource that exists in SARDI in terms of its staffing and the
hardship for parents who see education as a big priority in thenowledge that has been built up within that organisation. It
lives of their children and as a major requirement to enablés also important that we give the graduates from our
them to secure a better position in life. They cannot rely oracademic institutions somewhere to go and something
anything other than their own efforts to improve theirvaluable to do. For SARDI to spend all its time getting
position. private research moneys, reorganising and restructuring,
The single parent to whom | refer has been unemployebleing in the Department of Primary Industries and then out
for some time. He wants to see his children educated to af it and looking at position papers is very destructive to its
level where they can obtain a job, but the very fact that he haactivities.
to pay for transport for those children jeopardises their |go back to the point that itis important that the Govern-
chances of doing that. They will have to consider seriouslynent adopt a long-term strategy. In the long term, in view of
how long they can stay at school if it begins to be a hardshiphe importance to this State of agriculture and aquaculture,
The alternative to these extra payments is that something elgee must maintain within South Australia and controlled by
must give. These people have no discretionary spendinifpe South Australian Government a research facility that we
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can use for, of course, short and medium term research for thikan in the metropolitan area. So, we are talking not only
benefit of our agriculture industries but also for long-termabout people who live in dire poverty but about people who
research so that we maintain our expertise in agriculturare disadvantaged on geographical grounds as well.
research within this State and do not allow it to disappear or The prospect of people having to prove that they are
dissipate. We cannot rely on Federal and private fundingdisadvantaged in some way when they have every right to
This State must have some input in ensuring that SARDiely on the Government to provide these services is the wrong
remains a viable organisation, and we must give it thavay to go. In its budget and in the provision of its services,
adequate support that it requires in order to do that. the Government is starting to go too far down this track when

Following on from that, | believe it is important that we those who are able to make their way in a market driven
maintain Government intervention in a number of areaseconomy are left to make whatever profits are possible and
Obviously, the economic situation at the time and budgetaryo benefit wherever they can use the system, whereas those
considerations play an important part in our weighing up thevho, for whatever reason, are not able to use the system as
role that the Government can play in the provision of publicefficiently or effectively as others are left behind to become
service and the pumping of money into various areas. | do naghe welfare group that Governments are then required to
believe that, necessarily, the Government must have a fingsupport. We all pay minimum taxes, the Government has
in every pie in the State, but in calling for a long-term view minimum intervention, and people in lower socio-economic
of SARDI’s activities | also call for a long-term view of the groups have little chance of improving their lot in life. Those
activities of other Government enterprises and organisationpeople are constantly suppressed, constantly in a position of
As a State, we need to consider seriously which areas shoufdving to fight for benefits and to justify the benefits they
require Government intervention and which need Governreceive.
ment help, and plan in an medium to long-term way because, This Government will feel the effects of this sort of policy
basically, this Government relies too much on what thén terms of increasing difficulty with law and order and
market might do. It is prepared to privatise or corporatise @ncreasing unrest within our community. It needs to think
number of areas that should not be left solely to markeperhaps about more creative ways of dealing with a number
forces. As in the case of SARDI, it is often for very good of its Public Service instrumentalities. | recognise and am
reason that the short-term focus of many industries—I believevary of a number of the Hilmer report provisions. This
it is a criticism of many Australian industries that they haveGovernment must deal in a very intelligent and creative way
a short-term focus—does not make for a State that will growvith the Federal Government and other States in the way that
in an orderly and organised way. the Hilmer report is implemented. However, it must also

Going back to perhaps a more human point of view, Irethink the way that it believes the economy runs. Perhaps it
emphasise that the Government has said that it is not theeeds to rethink whether market forces are necessarily the
business of service providers to provide social benefits. In best driver for our economy.
number of areas, it is saying that the service providers should It is interesting to note that this Government has provided
concentrate on providing their service, and any concessiors® many subsidies to the private sector and yet seems very
that need to be made on social justice grounds should be lafhwilling to subsidise the people it represents. It wants to
to the Government to provide. My problem with this is thatrestrict those subsidies and have people apply constantly for
it creates a mendicant group within society who have to gany benefits they get, whereas industry is offered benefits on
cap in hand to various Government agencies to prove thaiplate to it here without adequate public consultation on the
they are poor enough to qualify for the benefits. This creategade-offs required in terms of the services the Government
an undesirable us-and-them type of society, with peoplés then able to provide for the community. A number of those
having to expose themselves to the degrading process obmmunity services are already reduced: women’'s
having to apply for concessions and having to say that thegommunity health services, for example, and | understand
are poor. For example, they may have to apply for conceshere have been savage cuts to a number of smaller
sions for their health services or their water service. Theommunity groups.
problem with this is that it creates a very divided society.

I believe inissues such as law and order, employmentand Mrs KOTZ (Newland): When | rose to speak in the
the general smooth running of society, but this is not a gootiudget debate, | commended the Treasurer at that time for
way to go. The Government has a requirement to providgutting an extensive and responsible budget to the people of
basic services in our society. That is what the Government ithis State. Having sat through the fortnight of Estimates
for: it is here to serve all people and treat them in an equaCommittees, looking at the budget in all aspects, | must now
fashion, not to create a group that is suppressed by the neegiterate my congratulations to the Treasurer on having a
to constantly prove their poverty. Anyone who has had to fillgreater feeling for what has occurred and will occur through-
in forms or stand in queues at counters in Governmentut the State because of the budget presented by the Treasur-
agencies knows just how degrading this process is. Goverer. Of course, in the areas of budget estimates, involving alll
ments have moved towards that process through the necesding programs that will be initiated throughout South Australia
to ensure that assistance is targeted to groups who really neddring the coming year, there are areas where positives are
it. Of course, that makes a lot of sense, and it has happenddatantly seen, and there are areas where negatives reveal
at both a Federal and State level, but we need to be careful #'emselves also.
to exactly how far we go in this process, and we must notgo With regard to the area of negatives, the Auditor-
too far down this track. General's Report outlined the financial mess that was left by

With regard to people who need concessions, | am talkinghe Labor Government and its financial mismanagement of
not only about people in poverty but about people living inthe State. Of course, the Auditor-General's Report is an
rural areas who are given subsidies which at the moment aredictment of that very situation. The report covers a number
hidden in the form of services provided at the same cost—ef issues that are now being tackled by this Government in
whether it is more expensive to provide them in the countryelation to the proper management of the State’s finances. We
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can all agree with the Auditor-General’s finding that the Although | appear to be competing with the Minister's
provision of whole of Government financial information is telephone and several members conversing in the Chamber
in his opinion fundamental to understanding the position oftlose by (if the Minister continues | may not be able to hear
public finances. However, the mess that we inherited in termthe conversation going on) | will refer to the other area of
of accounting in asset management records has not allowgsitive comment, namely, the Premier’s welcome announce-
us to achieve that goal. ment at the end of September concerning job creation, which

The State Government, as obviously indicated through this what this budget is all about. The State Government and
Estimates Committees, has been in the process of developi&gputh Australia’s car manufacturing industry have reached
an asset register, and a comprehensive policy paper is nargreement on a new multi-million dollar training initiative
being distributed to Government agencies for their commenthat will benefit more than 5 000 workers in five years. | refer
The Auditor-General raised a number of concerns that hatb the vehicle industry certificate, involving the largest
been highlighted in previous reports which the formercooperative State industry training scheme in Australia,
Government failed to address properly; in particular, the lackvhich will be run by General Motors-Holden’s Automotive
of comprehensive information on State-owned assets.  Ltd and Mitsubishi Motors Australia Ltd with financial

In recent months the Government has devoted significarstupport from the Government through the Department for
resources to correcting this deficiency. The Government nogmployment, Training and Further Education.
has in place a basic asset register identifying each major asset The vehicle industry certificate (VIC) is of critical
by type and location. The next step is to finetune this registeémportance to our State’s automotive manufacturing industry
and include all the information necessary to provide theas it will provide employees with the skills and knowledge
Government with a complete valuation. Although significantto be involved in the changes required to make the car
advances will be made over the ensuing year it will not bendustry in South Australia world competitive, and it will also
possible to account for all Government assets until 1996-9help sustain employment levels in this State. It is particularly
This will coincide with the implementation of accrual important at this time, as car manufacturers in South
accounting into all sectors of Government which is anotheAustralia look to increasing production especially for
Government priority. This Government is now working overseas markets. The car manufacturing industry represents
through the various accounting issues to ensure that it will babout 18 per cent of South Australia’s total manufacturing
able to produce a whole of Government financial report in theurnover and 16 per cent of manufacturing employment. That
same time frame. is why it is very pleasing to be able to see such an important

One of the other negatives was the claim by the Opposieooperative venture being put together. The State Govern-
tion that the Government had conned small business over nawent will inject $1.3 million into this enterprise while the
land tax measures. That matter was addressed during tl¢her enterprises which include GMH, Mitsubishi and the
Estimates Committees. For the Opposition to claim that thig\utomotive Industry Training Board will contribute up to $10
Government has conned small business in any way, shapemillion by the end of 1995.
form is outrageous, particularly in the area of new land tax Members interjecting:
measures, because the former Government increased land taxMrs KOTZ: | cannot not only hear the Minister but the
rates in three consecutive years to offset falling propertyther end of the conversation as well, which is quite interest-
values. The Leader of the Opposition’s new found concering. | am sure the Minister will be interested in the remarks
for small business was grossly hypocritical considering the@ have made on behalf of his department with regard to

high taxes imposed on not only small business but industrgssisting the State by increasing our work force over the next
in general as well as individuals during the Labor Party'sfour years.

reign of financial mismanagement and high unemployment. My Foley interjecting:
The fact is that the Labor Government refused to adopt the s KOTZ: | appreciate that very much. That is exactly
former Government's practice and, over the past three yearghat | have just stated and | am very pleased to do so.
increased land tax rates to overcome revenue loss frompparenﬂy, the VIC proposal was put to the Government by
reduced property values. o the Automotive Industry Training Board, and that will result

It was this Government's decision to lower the land taXin apout 75 per cent of the company’s non-trade work force
threshold from $80 000 to $50 000 a site value, which willghtaining a nationally recognised portable training certificate.
resultin Ia.nq ta?< revenue falling short of last year's receiptsrhat agreement can only strengthen the already close
by $2.7 million in real terms. The impact of the lower land rg|ationship between the automotive manufacturing industry
tax threshold will be a charge of $17_.50 for properties withynd the Government. It also will help to develop a more
asite value of $55 000, $52.50 for a site value of $65 000 angdliverse range of training for the people working in this
a maximum increase of any one ownership of $105. Mosfyqustry. In fact, GMHAS executive-in-charge of vehicle
land ownerships within the value range of $50 000 to $80 oogssembw operations (Mr Rod Keane) says that the company

will be eligible for the principal place of residence exemption.saw the VIC as an important component in achieving world
The Liberal Government reviewed the impact of land taxc|ass performance. He goes on to say:

on S.ma" business operators ?nd found that it was not a As we introduce new technology and extend our continuous
significant burden on small business owners. Many property,,-ovement activities, we will require all our employees to be fully
owners have received lower cost benefits due to fallingonversant with the knowledge and skills to continue the vital change
property values in recent years, and with the serious financi@rocess necessary to sustain our current position and improve long
problems facing South Australia the State had to protect it§'mM export opportunities.

revenue base. During the Estimates Committees it becanMr Keane said that the VIC would give employees the
obvious that the Liberal Government has kept its commitmendpportunity to contribute more in day-to-day operating and
not to introduce new taxes or increase tax rates in the 1994-@pen up a career path into other areas such as trades and
budget while trying to address the State’s financial predicasupervision. It also is interesting to note that the Chairman of
ment caused by the previous Government. the Automotive Industry Board (Paul Noack) said that the
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investment in training would ensure the company’s competithe redevelopment of Woomera as a major international
tive edge would come from better skills capable of deliveringfacility for space projects and, to ensure that the State benefits
quality and productivity. Mr Noack, who is also Secretary offrom a growing commercial market for space products, the
the Vehicle Division of the Automotive Food, Metals and Government has signed a memorandum of understanding
Engineering Union, said that career development for employwith Telstra and the Lockheed missiles and space company
ees was essential. | am quite sure we all agree with that. Hbat aims at making South Australia Lockheed’s base for the
also said: Asia-Pacific region. | should like to commend the Minister

Boosting training with this injection of funds will further enhance who is now at the front benc_h' because it was thrOUQh his
the trend towards a healthy and sustainable car industry in our Staf@ard work that many of the instances | am relating at the
oment have been possible. | was very pleased to hear once
ain in the Estimates the different Ministers address the
eas of their portfolios, which have brought added invest-
nt to South Australia. | certainly commend the Minister at
bench.

It was also interesting to hear the range of initiatives that ha
been taken by Government to help support bringing busine
and industry into this State and the means by which thgn
tenures of some of these areas of business and industry hﬁ{i
been secured, which means of course that job creation for our The other area of great importance to South Australia is

foung pechle I 5 deinte fealty fr e e Bt e Ausalan Avaon Colege at Paraild i s
g 9 P rown to be the largest commercial pilot training facility in

was quite obvious that, although the media had picked up o e world. After signing contracts with Cathay Pacific and

many of these areas and highlighted to the public of Sout S .2 . o
Australia that these negotiations had taken place, a gre etnam Airlines, it is now developing plans to offer training

i r air traffic controllers. That particular success story
number of negotiations had not been reported and no med|
attention hadgbeen given to these achier/ements of GovergbPears to get better and better as the years progress. Apart

ment. | believe that highlighting the good news and publicis-ic() n;rfg; Ott?;ggﬁnﬁgovr\]/g?;/ eb ;ahr:aegft_fsé é??;a:essgll}tr{ r&rpst?;fi;
ing the jobs that these companies will create is absolutel P 9 ’

necessary. From the number of companies that have be}’s continuoqsly gaining in international recogni'tion. As a
convinced.to remain in South Australia it is fair to say at this?gsu!t’ we will be k_)etter placed to attract further nvestment
stage that, summarising some of the Ministers’ comment 0 this State. | belleve_ that we are already negotiating with
' . L ._-._nore than 60 companies that focus on growth industries such
through the Estimates, the Government is still negotiatin s ship building, avionics, light manufacturing, automotive

with a further 60 companies for projects worth at least $8 P . : )
miIIion_and _cre_ating a further 350 jobs directly and a possibleﬁgts’ training, and value added agriculture and fish process
1000 jobs indirectly. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable

In the short time left to me | would_like to puton record member's time has expired. The member for Ridley.
some of the company names, the estimated capital expendi-

ture and, where possible, the number of new jobs estimated \r | EWIS (Ridley): | would like to draw attention to the

in each of these areas. It is also important to say that dire%(ppropriations that were examined in the course of the
business investment in South Australia went up more thagstimates Committee A consideration of funds needed for the
$600 million during the first nine months of the year, andy egjslature. This afternoon I want particularly to focus my
further capital expenditure of $350 million has been commityemarks in the first instance on the very dramatic changes we
ted for the next 12 months. This is an unprecedented succeggyve seen to the offices of the Legislature—and | am not
for the Government in economic development strategy, whicg|king about the surroundings in which we have to work. |
means that we have already exceeded what was our anni@mmend the Government for what it is doing in that respect:
target of $500 million of new investment. Investment activityjt has bitten the bullet that no Government for two decades
has been strongest in industries with a large growth potentiglas peen prepared to do anything about. | am talking in
such as automotive, defence, IT and wine. As a result, thesgrticular about the Opposition’s offices in which its officers
investment decisions secured more than 2 600 new long-terggrve. In the last few days of the Estimates Committees
jobs directly and about 8 000 jobs in a flow-on effect fromgramatic changes occurred in the Opposition, and one
this. wonders why that happened. In this Chamber we saw the
The manufacturing modernisation program deliveredHon. Lynn Arnold ignominiously kicked out and replaced by
through the Centre for Manufacturing helped to attract almosthe member for Ramsay.
$20 million of investment and new technology for our  We all know of the record of that honourable member. He
manufacturing industry, which puts companies in a strongaid in his maiden speech in 1986, | think, ‘I firmly believe
position to stay internationally competitive and to respond tahat our best is yet to come.’ That was eight and a half years
export market opportunities. My Government is supportingago, in February 1986. | do not know how long we will have
a strategy of attracting new business by looking closely afo wait for the best to come, because what we have seen in the
international economic developments and, on the basis of tWaterim, both from his Party and from him in terms of the way
reports into the electronics and IT industries, and jointly withhe has dealt with issues, has been anything but good. If he
business representatives, it will prepare a plan to advanaginks that it is at all acceptable in the minds of the general
these key sectors to take advantage of South Australiajsublic of South Australia, | believe he has another think
standing as the State of innovation. State activities during theoming, as do members of his Party. Let us look at his record.
past nine months have also given us a reputation for beingust yesterday, that very man—the Leader of the Opposi-
smart in advancing trade relations with overseas countriesion—said that name calling needed to stop. | should have
Germany and Japan are cooperating with South Australignought that, of all people, he is the one who needs to desist
on a space capsule recovery program based at Woomegmd apologise.
which will add $25 million to the State’s economy. The | personally remember the kind of abuse that he gratui-
successful delivery of this project in January 1995 will boostously hurled at me across the Chamber, in particular on occa-
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sions where, for reasons unknown to me, he alleged that | waggompted the now Leader of the Opposition to move the

in some way dependent upon mood modifying drugs. He usefdllowing motion:

to call out, as | recall or as it was pointed out to me, ‘Have  That this House condemns the Opposition for its sustained and

you taken your Valium today?’ | thought at the time thatcontinuing campaign to undermine the vitally important role of the

maybe he was getting a bit of a lift from the same kind ofState Bank of South Australia in our community.

approach to life, but apparently not because of the things th& moving that motion he made the following statement:

happened subsequently. The State Bank is one of South Australia’s greatest success
Quite simply, he has lost us the Grand Prix, he led thetories.

Labor Party campaign against Roxby Downs, he referred tpam quoting the Leader of the Opposition, the man to whom

Marcus Clark as ‘brilliant’ after the State Bank had alreadywe have appropriated money. At the time the budget came in

lost millions upon hundreds of millions of dollars, he jt was a different man, and we have now seen that man, the

presided over an increase of almost 35 000 in our unem+on. Lynn Arnold, resign from Parliament under pressure

ployed in less than three years during his time as Minister fofrom his colleagues. The Leader continued:

Employment (quite a dlfferent story to the success that this No-one of significance in the Australian financial community

Government has had in less than a year), he more thagould not acknowledge the success of the new bank is in large part

doubled the youth unemployment rate to over 40 per centue to the brilliance of its Managing Director, Tim Marcus Clark.

while Minister of Youth Affairs, and he wasted more than gome judgment that was! The Leader continued:

$400 000 of taxpayers mon,ey ona busmess confgrence that His appointment in February 1984 was a major coup that stunned
he arranged to boost Labor’s 1993 election campaign. Thek@e Australian banking world. It was a major coup for this State.

is no question about that in anybody’s mind. When he waJhere is hardly any aspect of South Australia’s social, cultural and
first appointed as a Minister in 1989, he said that he haéconomic life which is not touched by and is not better off because

learned prudence in management from none other than JoRhthe activities of the State Bank. Our bank is entrepreneurial and
aggressive as well as careful, prudent and independent.
Bannon. We have seen what that means.

For every day that he was Minister of Employment, 34This is the Leader of the Opposition speaking. His speech

more South Australians joined the dole queue. Some recor%rew the following observation from the State Bank Royal

It goes on. The number of people employed during tha ommissioner:

period fell by 7 900. Unemployment increased from 6.8 per, The member of Parliament who proposed the motion condemning

e ; the Opposition for attacking the bank spoke in glowing terms of the
cent to 11.4 per cent. As Minister of Youth Affairs from bank’s role and performance, so praiseworthy indeed as perhaps to

December 1989 to September 1992, the teenage unempl@use the State Bank Centre to blush a deeper shade of pink.

ment rate in South Australia rose from 17.6 per cent to 40. : ea _
per cent. As Minister for Tourism from January 1993, he Wa%’r;anttésd.at page 234. The Royal Commissioner also com

responsible for the Grand Prix, and it was in September las .
year that we lost the Grand Prix. We can think back to In the second half of the year, for those who wish to hear or ask

January last year when the now Leader of the Labor Party ia,léergt'rggiﬁi%éh: t:‘r*;’:{ecr?;c',‘?' hear, the noises of impending disaster

this Chamber called a press conference to announce that . . .
had been given ministerial responsibility for the Grand Prix.t‘|1ﬁat is at page 259. Some judgment! Some judgment the

£ibor Party has exercised in electing its Leader, too! Let us

In June of that year he announced that he had initiate ok at what happened in connection with Roxby Downs. In
negotiations for a clash between a Formula One car and 77 the South Australian Branch of the ALP led—

Indy car at the 1993 Grand Prix. He said that it would reac Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy

a massive world wide television audience. That clash neve§peaker | acknowledge that as a new member | am not fully

eventuated. So much for promises! ) ) X
On 23 September he issued a press statement challengiﬁ%?versam with all Standing Orders, but my understanding
the then Opposition—the Party to which | belong—to declar he Appropriation Bil is that we shouild be debating it as

'St comes out of the Estimates Committees. | draw your

its support for securing the Australian Formula 1 Grand PriX;ttention to the relevance of the contribution of the present
beyond 1996. He said: speaker

We have to know once and for all where the Liberal Party stands The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Hart is
on the future of the Australian Formula One Grand Prix for Southsgrrect in his understanding that the debate currently is
Australia. relatively narrow and should deal with the matters emerging
There was only one problem: a week before this stunt, on 1fiom the Estimates Committees. If the member for Ridley can
September, FOCA had signed over the event to Victoriademonstrate that this issue was in fact openly canvassed
Earlier in 1993 he said that he had been told that FOCA haduring the Estimates Committee debates, he is on secure
given Adelaide 60 days to negotiate the continuation of thground, otherwise | ask him to keep his debate focused upon
event after 1996, but he failed to ensure that those negotighe issues as they emerged during that debate.
tions were pursued. Mr LEWIS: Indeed, | can Mr Deputy Speaker, because
Let us look at the State Bank and the involvement of theat the time we scrutinised the line for the provision of funds,
now Leader of the Opposition in that fiasco. We all know thatn particular for the office and staff of the Leader of the
by early 1989 the State Bank was in serious trouble. The barRpposition, the incumbent was a different person. That tends,
faced massive losses following the collapse of Equiticorp, théo my mind, to indicate the level of contempt with which the
National Safety Council and the Remm project, to which thd_abor Party treated that process, treats this House and this
bank was massively exposed if not, in my judgment, oveParliament and the whole process of democratic Government.
exposed, and was falling way behind schedule. Durindt illustrates, through the kind of person it has elected as its
February and March 1989 we asked a series of questions ireader, how willing it is to pursue convenience—
the State Parliament about the obviously emerging problems Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Sir. | again draw
in the bank. We asked them here and in the other place. Ytour attention to relevance. Whilst the present speaker may
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wish to draw some lines, | do not know why or how the now referring to the Auditor-General’'s Report which, as we

berating of the present Leader of the Opposition is in any waknow, is about the previous financial year’s expenditure. This

consistent with debating the Appropriation Bill. debate is about the Appropriation Bill, which involves the
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Ridley was forward estimates. | ask you, Sir, to rule this contribution out

in the Chair during that debate but, nevertheless, the issue$ order.

he is canvassing at the moment are not relevant to the lines The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Auditor-General's

of the budget debate. Report is one of the key documents for debate during the
Mr LEWIS: Let me now then draw attention to the $60 budget Estimates Committees. It is one of the documents

million in royalties we get from Roxby Downs, which was frequently referred to. | will listen to the member for Ridley.

referred to during the course of consideration of the debat&éhe honourable member for Ridley.

of the Estimates for the Department of Mines and Energy. It Mr LEWIS: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. | know this

was that very mine which was attacked in prospect by thés a sore point for the member for Hart.

current Leader of the Opposition. We would not now have the Mr Foley: It is a stunt.

benefit of those royalties were it not for the determination of My LEWIS: Absolutely not. What they do not like is the

members on this side, because in 1977 the South Australiafuth. They can't cop it. The Auditor-General’s Report went

branch of the ALP led national debate within the Labor Partyyn:

to establish a policy prOh'b.'t.'ng uranium mining in Australla}. Insufficient regard was given to prudent principles of budgetary
The Leader of the Opposition, as he now is, was a leadingontrol and project accounting and reporting arrangements.

activist within the Party pushing a strong anti uranium, anti _, .
. : ’ I think that well and truly deserves to be placed on the record

Roxby Downs line. Left to him, we would not have had that h ’
$60 million plus revenue or the benefits that have otherwis?oe;alifae d‘g’f\ﬁﬁg \?Vzvsv rslg'?t:\hea:fav;? trrlwaevﬁrr?é)?{]%prgiﬁgr;eg:rgge
come from that development. During the period 1979 t . -
1982, when we successfully negotiated as a Party in office %ii?r;eaizi E?ﬂg}ﬁ;éogzgggsiégdc\gggSggéeﬂ before the
indenture agreement to secure the future of that project, t Thatis exactly the same kind of contem twith which the
cHurren(tj L%ader was Chairperson of the Labor Party’s NUCIea{)pposition whe¥1 in government, 12 monthps ago treated this

azards Committee. ' '

: arliament. | could go on, but | will not. Were it not for the

pi ﬁlnothe[]mﬁmb_er ofbthat comrr?ntfe v(;/as _thehHon.hCartl)IyrF competence to Wr?ich I have just alluded, we would have

ickles, who has just become the Leader in the other placg. . ; e
I think that is fairly significant. That committee produced ahgeg ﬂgg‘%gﬁiﬁgﬁg;’g’g ;2? L”;”:jrsaﬁséStl?gCﬁatsh%tegﬁ
booklet calledJranium: Play it Safen March 1982. At the v Vel sI

same time, the Liberal Government’s indenture legislatio Inister in our penet_ratlon of the Asian markets. We know
was before the Parliament. The booklet made the followin hat we have to find bigger and better markets and have better

: - - P ccess to those markets from South Australia if this State’s
asse.rt|ons!n_suppor|t %f.acongnwgg gomplete prohibition 0economy is to turn around and continue heading in the
ranium mining, in in X Wns: oY L . .
! au ! umind g’t Eu g atb Ot Sy tﬁA St lat b direction in which it is now heading, and if we are to get
ranium Industry boom goes bust. south Australia s non-boomy, nemployment down and expand employment opportunities,
In South Australia the Liberal Government has got itself in atangletherekf’y C{)nsolidating our poFS)ition as g S)t/ate in tf?epfederation

over the proposed Roxby Downs copper and uranium mine. ithout coind d h ler in the direction | hich th
] without going down the gurgler in the direction in which the
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | draw the honourable n.eiq5" Government was taking us. In particular, | am

member’s attention to the fact that the publication of ferring to exports to countries to our near north
booklet is extraneous to the issues in the budget lines an ? It strikes me as odd and quaint that, for all the.years the

ask him to return to the subject of the debate. Labor Party was in office and the platitudes which | could

Mr LEWIS: Can | therefore, Sir, refer to the efforts thatdk%l(mte about the Leader of the Opposition (as he now is) and

have been made since this Government has come to office e botch he made of his job while he was there, we could
the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business an ave been so much better off had he done what ’he claimed
Regional Development, none other than the member fo{o be doing rather than what he in fact was doing to this State

Kavel, and compare and contrast them to the efforts that werg, s economy.

made by the previous Minister, now Leader of the Opposi- Let us look at an example of the economies | am talking
that thé organisation of the event involved input ;‘rom the" particular, which is often overlooked, and overlooked in
office of the former Minister for Small Business and Regionalgreat fheasure begqqse itis supplied as an opward degtlnatlon
Development and that the approved funding allocation for th of the hubbing activities of Hong Kong and S|ng§pore, is the
eventwas $350 000 but the actual cost was $765 000, whicg.OnOTY Of Korea. That country has & population of more
was more than double the amount allocated—3$415 060 w‘i an 47 million. Its biggest city is the second largest city on

. : earth with a population of well over 11 million. Those 47
the over-run. The Auditor-General further reported this year  iion people live in an area very much less than the size of

There was inadequate monitoring of actual expenditure againghe greater metropolitan area of Sydney and the extended
budget. environs north and south along the coast. In fact, South Korea
Mr FOLEY: On a point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker. has a total area of about 100 000 square kilometres, and five-
Mr LEWIS: This is the Auditor-General's Report, which sevenths of that area is so mountainous that it cannot be

was the subject of those Committees. inhabited. It is simply parks and forest under bare rock
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member for mountain.
Ridley will resume his seat. The people of South Korea live in very densely populated

Mr FOLEY: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. Again | coastal areas and highly utilised flatlands on the streams near
draw your attention to relevance. The member for Ridley igheir estuaries. It is a credit to them that they have continued
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to maintain their independent culture and production capacitynanner in which the House is being conducted, or the
They have demonstrated that ability by the speed with whichonourable member will be named.

they got their economy to recover during the past 20 years Mr FOLEY: | withdraw unreservedly.

whilst our economy, predominantly under a Labor Govern- The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | accept your withdrawal.
ment, was going in the wrong direction. They now have on Mr FOLEY: My comments in relation to the member for
average a standard of living higher than South Australia, angidley were very much to do with the Estimates Committees
they have much lower dependence on welfare and mugbrocess, because | sat in an Estimates Committee where the
better economic performance prospects than we have hadgrson in question was the Chair. | have sat through some six

any time in the past 20 years. or seven Estimates Committees in this Parliament. During the
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member’'s previous six such Committees prior to this one, | was a
time has expired. The member for Hart. minder for the former Government and | have never in my

days seen a Chair conduct himself in the manner in which this

Mr FOLEY (Hart): It is with great honour that | stand Chair did. The questioning and conduct of that person in the
here today to participate in my first debate on the AppropriChair was nothing short of surprising.
ation Bill as a member of Parliament. What a load of tripe we  The point that | am trying to make in referring to the
have heard from the member for Ridley. As a new parliamenmember for Ridley so directly is that what we have just seen
tarian, | can learn many things from members opposite ani a deliberate stunt. The speech delivered by the member for
my own colleagues. | acknowledge strengths in members arRiidley was not written by the honourable member: it was
attimes | will even passively offer some mild criticisms. But written by officers of the Premier’s office. They thought they
I have to say that, when it comes to the member for Ridleywould use this as an opportunity to put on the public record
there is not one lesson that | can learn or one lesson thatistorical points that they thought may in some way reflect
would want to learn from him. | must say that the consis-on the new Leader of the Opposition. If they have to find a
tent— sucker to deliver the Premier’s blessing or contribution on the

Mr LEWIS: On a point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker, in new Opposition Leader, they find no better member than the
what way does the remark made by the member for Hart—member for Ridley.
and | do not mind his bigotry—relate to the budget and the The new Leader of the Opposition must have the Govern-
Estimates Committees? ment worried if it wants the Estimates Committees process

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member for to include performances such as that of the member for
Hart is really hoist on his own petard. He has criticised theRidley. It must really be feeling the pressure beginning to
member for Ridley for not sticking to budgetary matters andbuild when it sends in the honourable member with the utter
now, in his own reply, he seeks to comment about theripe that we have just had to suffer.
member for Ridley’s speech, which the member for Hart, by  Members interjecting:
way of points of order, claimed was largely irrelevanttothe  Mr FOLEY: | have just listened to 20 minutes of the
budget. So, | ask the honourable member for Hart, in googhember for Ridley playing the man. If you want to set the
humour, to stick to the issues relating to the budget as thestandards, | will play to them.
emerge from the Committee. Members interjecting:

Mr FOLEY: Thankyou, Sir. | will ask a questionthrough ~ Mr FOLEY: Just take it on notice: if you want to set the
you, Mr Deputy Speaker, if | can, as a point of order. Did I standards, | will play by your standards. Let us talk about the
hear the member for Ridley use the word ‘bigot’ whenbudget and the Estimates Committees process. As | have said
referring to me? so many times in this House, this is a budget of broken

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Chair did not hear the promises. Members in this Chamber who say that this is a tax
honourable member for Ridley use the word ‘bigot’. Theneutral budget have to be joking. This indeed is a high taxing
Chair does not propose to allow a Question Time— budget. This is a budget that has taxed the very community

Mr FOLEY: | heard the member refer to me as a bigot,which the Government prided itself on saying it would not tax
Sir, and | would ask the member, if he did say that, toand, indeed, which it would support in Government. | am
withdraw it. referring to the business community.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The term ‘bigot’ is not Mr Lewis: Where is your evidence?
unparliamentary and the Chair does not propose to support Mr FOLEY: | will give members the evidence. We have
the withdrawal. an increase in land tax. Unlike some members who have not

Mr FOLEY: | do not accept that. been watching the world of politics for past three or four

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Chair will support the years, | have been. There was no greater issue that inspired
member’s request, but the Chair is unable to enforce theontributions from the then Opposition than land tax. When
withdrawal of a term. Does the honourable member fome were in Government, we had an Opposition berating us
Ridley wish to draw whatever term it was which he may havefor the impost of land tax and calling on the Government to
used and which the Chair did not hear? eliminate or reduce it. What does this Government do in its

Mr LEWIS: No, Mr Speaker, | have said nothing from very first budget? It increases land tax.
which | resile. Dropping the threshold is not an excuse and it is not

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Hartis faced something that can be defended as not being a tax increase.
with a dilemma. It is, because more people are paying tax than would have

Mr FOLEY: |am not faced with a dilemma. | just point been paying it prior to the implementation of this measure.
out the consistent double standards in the treatment dfow canthe Government state that the land tax change is not
members of this House by the Presiding Officer. an increase in taxation? There are more people paying land

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member has tax today than yesterday.
only two choices: he will withdraw that comment unequivo- ~ An honourable member interjecting:
cally, since it is a direct reflection upon the Chair and the Mr FOLEY: Those people understand finances.
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Mr Brindal interjecting: believe us—listen to your own member. He says that with a
Mr FOLEY: The member for Unley, | expect— margin of 4.5 per cent Peake cannot be won. Even the
An honourable member interjecting: member for Unley might be a little nervous. The one positive

Mr FOLEY: When you drop a threshold, more peoplething about this budget from the Labor viewpoint is that the
pay land tax. That is a pretty basic thing to understand. &lectorate will see it for what it is: a budget of failed hopes
acknowledge that some members opposite may have troubdad aspirations. It delivered—
with that. However, if the threshold is dropped from $80 000 The Hon. J.W. Olsen:It was trying to correct the failures
to $50 000, more people will pay. The tax pool might be theof the past.
same but more people are paying. There are new people Mr FOLEY: | say to the Minister: why didn't he come
paying tax and that is an increase in taxation. clean before the election? He knew what the financial

The Government has explained away the payroll tayposition of this State was.
change as nothing more than a very small adjustment: itis not The Hon. J.W. Olsen interjecting:
an increase in taxation but a small adjustment. | will have Mr FOLEY: And we were honest about it. We brought
more to say on these issues when we debate the relevatiwn a statement that was honest about the financial position
Bills. However, | want to make some points about the payrolbf this State, but you were dishonest and misleading: you
tax issue. By including superannuation in the payroll tax netchose not to be honest with the electorate before the election.
the Government is taking a greater slice of revenue fronbet judgment day come at the next election; let us then see
employers than it was before this measure was introduced. liow the electorate judges the dishonesty of this Government.
any reading, this is a new tax—an increase in taxation. We have heard speakers this afternoon talk about pro-

The Minister for Industry knows what | am talking about. grams such as the manufacturing modernisation program and
He has had correspondence and he knows that there dtee Parafield Airport Flight Training Centre, significant
manufacturing companies in this State that are paying morachievements that were started as part of the economic
in payroll tax than they paid before this budget. There is on@rograms put in place by the former Labor Government. This
very large employer within my electorate whose payroll taxGovernment is keen to promote a number of issues as its
bill has increased by some $65 000. That is equivalent town, but let us remember that many of those programs were
three jobs, and those jobs have gone because of this taxatietarted by the former Government.
increase. We also saw in the House today a very immature and

How can this Government claim to be one of low tax, pro-somewhat less than dignified performance by the Treasurer
business and pro-investment? This is a Government that imhen he decided to educate the Federal Government educa-
Opposition criticised the former Government in relation totion on how to run an economy. When | compare the stature,
payroll tax. It was very loud in its criticisms. Members ability and quality of Ralph Willis with that of our State
opposite felt that they had all the answers. Indeed, theyreasurer, | am not sure who should be giving the lecture.
misled the public with their promises before the election. The point | make is that this State budget would have been

Of course, drivers licence fees have gone up 5.6 per centjuch more difficult to frame had it not been for the
Housing Trust rents have gone up 2.6 per cent, fisherieB647 million State Bank rescue package negotiated by the
licences have gone up 10.5 per cent, sewerage rates are upf@fmer Leader of the Opposition, Lynn Arnold.
per cent and the list goes on. What about the impact this is Mr Brindal: At gunpoint.
having on some of, from my point of view, the Labor = Mr FOLEY: Not at gunpoint. That package was put in
electorates? After this budget there will be fewer teacherplace, and I, with the former Treasurer, the member for Giles,
working in my electorate, because this Government does ndiad a significant role to play in putting that package together.
treat education as a priority. My young son will have moreSo, $647 million was injected into this State budget by the
children in his class than prior to this budget. What abougfforts of the former Labor Government and, of course, by a
public transport charges in this State? They will increasé-ederal Government that was prepared to assist this State.
under this Government. In an electorate such as mine, which An honourable member interjecting:
is dependent upon public transport, that is very disappointing. Mr FOLEY: No, | will put itin that context, because we

Mr Brindal interjecting: were all about repairing the damage. The point | make is that
Mr FOLEY: | will ignore the consistent interjections the $647 million which the former Leader, Lynn Arnold, the
opposite as | make my contribution. member for Giles and a number of other key advisers to the

Mr Brindal: You don’t know how many of your people Government at the time were able to secure made the framing
use public transport. You come in here and tell us all aboutf this Treasurer’s budget easier, for want of a better word.

your problems. For him to get up in this Chamber and berate the Federal
Mr FOLEY: Are you finished? Government, accusing it of a whole host of issues in which
Mr Brindal: No. he believes he has not been supported or for not managing the
Mr FOLEY: If you want to get up and contribute, do so. economy, | think is pretty cheap. | say that because the
Mr Brindal interjecting: Treasurer would have had to fish for a further $200 million

Mr FOLEY: Go ahead. I'll stand back and listen. The in this financial year had it not been for the Federal Govern-
point | make today is that this is a dishonest and disappointment. In the context of this and the next two budgets, that
ing budget, one which unfortunately has greatestimpact angbint needs to be remembered: $647 million of new money
impost on electorates such as mine. There is one saving graiseavailable to this Government because of the work of Lynn
in this budget, and that is that there will be more of myArnold and the Federal Government—and that should be
colleagues to join me after the next election. That fact hascknowledged.
been recognised by the member for Peake who, in announ- In conclusion, | again apologise to the Chair for what |
cing his retirement, made very clear that a margin of 4.5 pethought was an important issue in putting on the record what
cent would not be sufficient to ensure his re-election at thé believed to have been a stunt by the member for Ridley. |
next State election. All | say is: don't listen to me; don’t again apologise as it had nothing to do with the management
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of the Chair, but it incensed me to think that this Chambe#Ve tried in every way possible, through the Public Accounts
and its processes could be abused in the manner in which th&ommittee (of which you, Mr Deputy Speaker, were a
were. It was an attempt at political assassination, and | felnember at the time), to get the then Government to do

that was inappropriate. something about this matter. | consistently advised Terry
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Groom, Kevin Hamilton and Don Ferguson, who were
member’s time has expired. The member for Peake. Government members on that committee, ‘Go back to Caucus

and ask questions; find out what's going on with the State
Mr BECKER (Peake): | never cease to be amazed atBank’, because | gave it five years to survive. | gave Marcus
what is happening with the Opposition. Someone asked mélark no longer than five years at that time, and | gave him
what | thought of the first week of the Estimates Committeesless than three years as we kept asking the Labor members
having chaired Estimates Committee B. | conveyed then mpf Parliament to find out what was going on. | was only about
impression that the Opposition did not understand thel couple of months out, but that does not matter. The whole
budgetary process, the financial responsibility that faced ipoint is that the Labor Government at the time was well
and what was expected of it in scrutinising the budget. | triedvarned that we knew about the matter, and the information
as hard as | could to assist the Opposition. Whilst it was nathat was coming to me was from within the organisations,
my role as Chairman to help anyone, | felt it necessary in th@amely, Beneficial Finance and the State Bank, that there
process of democracy that the Chairman make it possible fovere difficulties. Yet these Labor committee members said
the best scrutiny of the budget to take place. On the Tuesdaljjat they put propositions and questions to the Labor Party
the first day of the Estimates Committee hearing, we deaknd to the then Premier and that everybody believed that they
with the portfolios of the Minister for Tourism and Industrial were just rumours.
Affairs. It was all very well to sit in the Chair and listentothe  Former Premier Lynn Arnold’s saying that the persistent
debate about what is being done in the name of tourism iquestioning by then Opposition members should be ignored
South Australia—the member for Hart touched on this brieflybecause they had a history of crying wolf indicates the
in his speech—but it is a great tragedy that we are fightingiyresponsibility of the then Labor Government and the
in such a very difficult situation, to restore the economy ofmanagement team, because it should never be thought that the
South Australia. Opposition is crying wolf or causing mischief: everything
The budget brought down by the Treasurer was resporshould be investigated and followed through. | made private
sible in the circumstances. He has been criticised for ndatlephone calls to John Bannon advising him of what should
making a long, drawn-out speech, as have most Treasurefse done. Certainly he reacted and put somebody from
If you can sum up the budget in precis form and explainTreasury on the State Bank board, and that is when they
exactly what you are doing and your philosophy behind it, itstarted to find out things. However, it should never have
is not necessary to go into a lot of drawn-out rhetoric. Thehappened, and we should never have reached the financial
only good feature about the current budgetary process is thaituation we are in at present. It makes it extremely difficult
it is the last time that it will take place at this time of the year.for a Government, Parliament, State or nation to remedy the
In future, the budget will be brought down before theeconomic hardships that we have in South Australia. In the
commencement of the financial year, and | hope that it willong term, the Federal Government is also involved.
go through the House of Assembly, certainly the Estimates As the member for Hart said, the Federal Government is
Committee process, before the commencement of the nexivolved to the tune of some $647 million to bail out the State
financial year. Bank. That State Bank should have been guaranteed by the
Ever since | have been a member of this place (and th&ederal Government under the Reserve Bank Act years ago.
is almost 25 years), | have said that it is wrong to bring dowrThe State should have flick passed that over to the Federal
the budget well into a current financial year and have to waiGovernment as then Treasurer Keating wanted many years
until almost half the financial year is completed (we are inago. He wanted to get rid of the State Banks, because he
October and it will be November before it will be through the could see that they would repeat the history of almost a
Legislative Council) before Government departments cagentury ago: they could bring down the States and impact on
officially spend the money allocated in their budget. the Federal Government. Had the Reserve Bank had the
About 80 per cent of the budget outgoings involves wagesiltimate control, as it would have under the Banking Act,
and related payments. Not much money is in there fomany warning signals would have been heeded and action
infrastructure or for assistance to growth areas within théaken earlier to save this country hundreds of millions of
community. It is a tight budget, and it is even tighter than itdollars.
has been in the past. We all know that the State Bank lost |t is fascinating to read the remarks of a former Labor
$3 150 million and that that sum had to be made up someho@overnment board appointment, Hugh Stretton. Professor
over a given period or the money had to be borrowed t&meritus Hugh Stretton (who, if | remember correctly, was
provide financial backup. That disturbs me. | am disappointe¢hairman of the South Australian Housing Trust) was asked
that the former Leader of the Opposition is not here. As someor his view on the economic principles underpinning the
said, his departure was a little earlier than anticipated buudit Commission’s report, because it impacts on every
once that magic figure of 15 years is achieved in this placeortfolio that came under my scrutiny as Chairman of
there is an incentive to go. Theustralianof Friday 2 July  Estimates Committee B. Hugh Stretton commented in the
1993, at page 5, under the heading ‘Arnold rejects call foSouth Australian Institute of Teachers’ Jourmdl3 August
poll on bank collapse’, stated the following about the former1994, at page 5, as follows:

Leader of the Opposition: I think the report is partly incompetent and wholly mean-spirited.
But he conceded the Labor Government had been caught up ihexaggerates the State debt, which is much as it was under the last
the corporate culture of the 1980s and that it had failed at the timeiberal Government. It treats an unfunded superannuation obligation
to investigate persistent Opposition parliamentary questioning oveas a debt or a disaster. That's like treating the old age pension as a
the bank because the Opposition had a history of ‘crying wolf’.  debt. All retired folk have to be given a living by those still in work.
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Whether the pension comes from the working population through the - Tragically, there was a decrease for South Australia in that
{)ncesttr?ey pay,tWIth pf%fltst hSUIDDOFtI_ng penSII((DHEFS, or tqfough thEgeriod. That is the difficulty and it is something that the
axes they pay to provide the pensions, makes no real econom :
difference. No amount of funding now can get those folks supporte overnment finds hard to accept. Over the past 11 years we
any other way than from the output of the work force at the timeWere told by the Labor Government how much work was
when the are pensions paid. being done, how much money was being spent, and how
And mean-spirited—the State Bank losses were all lost by richmuch effort was going in to bringing tourists into South
or would-be rich private enterprisers. So this rich quartet recomAustralia. There was a boom in the tourist industry, yet the

mends that the losses be made up almost entirely by poor peoplg: ; ot
Housing Trust tenants, and sacked teachers and nufses and put@zl%rd core data we are getting from the bureau of statistics and

servants, many of them middle-aged men and women, competentte Federal Minister for Tourism shows that there was a
jobs we still need to be done, but unlikely to be employed again. tragic decline in the number of people coming into South

You can recognise the nastiest economists by their use of thAustralia from overseas. At the same time, we were not
double standard. Where private service is cheaper than public, thgktting the tourists we should have. A considerable amount
proves the private sector’s efficiency. Where public service isy¢ money was spent.
cheaper than private, it should raise its prices to save the private South Australia’s percenta h fA lia’s visi
sector's reputation. _ ! p ge share of Australia’s visitor

. nights remained at a steady 5 per cent in 1992-93, although

Of course, Stretton is a well known Labor supporter anqisjior nights spent by visitors from America and Canada as
socialist who would be supporting the Institute of Teachers, proportion of South Australia’s total visitor nights rose from
attitude, and that criticism of the Audit Commission report,g per cent in 1992 to 6 per cent in 1993. Given that poor
which was so necessary, could have been avoided, as | sajgrn of 5 per cent when we have just on 9 per cent of the
had the p(evious Governments taken that requnsible aC“O&auntry‘s population, is it any wonder that in this budget
It makes it hard for any Government to come in and boosgome $20 million of the $29.1 million available for develop-
employment and confidence, and to get the State going. Whgient will go towards doing something positive for the tourist
happened is history; we must put it behind us as a lesson—gqystry? There will be tourism development of $8.9 million;
lesson that has now been learnt, a lesson that will be hard {gternational marketing expenditure of $7.1 million; State
swallow for many years to come. It is a great tragedy formarketing of $6.8 million; and national marketing of $6.3
South Australia, but if the Parliament is good enough it will pjjjion. Members can see that the new Minister for Tourism
learn from those errors and those mistakes and get on with thg;raham Ingerson) is out there doing something in relation
job of improving the opportunities for employment and for ¢ capitalising on the tourism strengths of South Australia in
opening up development. That has been happening: there hag wine, food and ecotourism areas.
been a considerable amount of activit_y in the first nine  \\e also hope that South Australia will benefit from the
months.of the new Government. A.con3|derable amount Oblympics. South Australia is well placed with sporting
expenditure has been allocated in the budget to boogiciiities to capitalise on the upcoming Olympic Games in the
employment opportunities, to attract industries to SOUﬂ]/ear 2000. That was proved when we bid for the 1998
Australia and to encourage South Australian industrie®ommonwealth Games. It was a disappointment a few days
already operating here by providing opportunities to expandgg to hear that the Government has decided not to proceed
further and develop export opportunity and, through thatyity jts bid because it could not obtain support from the
create more employment. Federal Government. The Federal Government could not

The present Minister for Infrastructure can take some:ome up front and conclusively say, ‘Yes, go ahead. We will
credit for what has been happening in the Economic Develogsupport you and back you all the way.” The Minister for
ment Authority area. Itinvolves a lot of hard work, and manyRecreation, Sport and Racing decided that we could not punt
hours have been spent by the Minister's department and hish something like this unless we had the full blessing of the
officers in encouraging industries and technology companiesederal Government. In 1993 we found that it was very
to establish in South Australia. Some mistakes will be madeifficult for the State to bid on behalf of Australia against the
there, too, and there will be some losses, but we expect thogsight, wealth and determination of the Malaysian Govern-
losses. ment for the 1998 Commonwealth Games. Itis a shame that

In the meantime we are in there trying to do somethingve have had to forgo this opportunity, but in doing that |
more proactive for South Australia than has been done in thgincerely hope we have not lost the opportunity to bid for a
past 11 years. In relation to the tourism portfolio, | wasCommonwealth Games in South Australia in the future.
concerned to learn about the difficulties of KickStart and Every city that has staged a Commonwealth or Olympic
tourism in South Australia. | remember a popular AmericanGames has done well. In 1962 Perth hosted the Common-
television programGood Morning Americacoming to  wealth Games (in fact, Adelaide was awarded the 1962 games
Australia in May 1993. It was no doubt enticed here by thebut reneged at the last minute so Perth took them on) and as
Australian Tourist Commission to highlight Australia, focus a city, and Western Australia as a State, never looked back.
Australia to the American people and create the opportunitdrisbane held the Games in 1982. Brisbane did it well in the
to sell Australia. | wrote to the Federal Minister for Com- usual style and fashion and has never looked back.
munications and the Arts, and Minister for Tourism (MichaelQueensland absolutely boomed as a result of the 1982
Lee) and am grateful for the reply he supplied on 2 SeptemcCommonwealth games. It was a shame that South Australia
ber 1994. He advised me that in 1993 the total short-terrdid not win the 1998 Commonwealth Games, and it is a
arrivals to Australia from America were 2 996 300 comparedshame that we now will have to wait probably until the year
with 2 603 000 in 1992: a rise of 15 per cent in American2010 before we put in a bid again.
tourists to Australia. There was an increase in the number of The bidding process and the cost of running the games has
tourists from the United States of America to Australia, butescalated dramatically. | blame the Canadians for that. The
there was a decrease to South Australia. The full year visianadians went out and did all they could in a very selfish
arrivals from America to Australia were up by 7 per cent inway to make sure they got the games. They did it their way
1993 (280 800) compared with 1992 (262 900). at the expense of other nations who will have great difficulty
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in ever trying to emulate what Canada did. In the near futuré am glad he said that. One scheme that had been wound
I hope to find out what the final debt in Canada was becausdown by the previous Labor Government was the INC
somehow we have to find out exactly what the Canadian@ntensive Neighbourhood Care) scheme, which had nothing
were up to and the influence they had on other nations as f&m do with graffiti; this is to do with caring for young
as the Commonwealth Games are concerned. It all leads tdfenders who have the option of being locked away in an
one thing: the opportunity to promote South Australia as anstitution, going on the streets or being cared for in a family
major tourist destination. environment. The INC scheme was highly successful, but it
had been wound down totally by the previous Labor Govern-
Mr WADE (Elder): | had the pleasure of being a memberment for financial reasons, we were told, and for social
of the Estimates Committees that examined Family anglstice reasons. What it really meant was that in 1992, from
Community Services, the Ageing, Health, Aboriginal Affairs, the department’s own budgets, the Government spent $6
and Industrial Relations which included workers compensamillion keeping kids in institutions when those same children,
tion. 1 will spend a few minutes talking about the Family andif they had been kept with INC families, would have cost the
Community Services Estimate Committee. The 1994-93hen Government and the department $600 000: one tenth the
budget for the Department of Family and Communitycost.
Services amounted to around $146 million. | counted about In answer to a question by the member for Playford, the
15 questions from the Opposition, which equates to about $18linister stated that at the moment it costs between $72 000
million per question. and $75 000 a year per person to keep young offenders in

Reading back througHansardand going through all the  institutions. If you compare that with the INC scheme, it
details of the Estimates Committee, | have no doubt that soméould be perhaps $7 300 rather than $73 000. I know that the
members of the Opposition would be a little bit disturbed andViinister is genuine in his desire to look at other programs
perhaps confused by the note on page 260 which states tHg@t will provide alternatives to locking away young offend-
Mrs Rosenberg substituted for Mr Wade, even though Mers, and | suggest most strongly that his new CEO look at
Wade then began asking questions. It should be noted figinstituting the INC scheme, a scheme that we borrowed

Hansardthat Mr Wade substituted for Mrs Rosenberg andffom Wales, a scheme which is highly successful and which
not the other way around. should never have been wound down by the previous Labor

The Family and Community Services Estimates hearin§overnment, putting pressure on all other institutions,

began with a statement from the Minister that set the scen

The Minister said that the department has made avallabllt%e Minister explained what this Government will be doing

some $230 million, which is more than was available las 1994-95 to address that most horrific social problem. We

year and significantly more than the department spent la: troduced specific leqislation regardind domestic violence
year. He then went on to say that there were no plans to clodgtroau peciiic legisiatl garaing ¢ IC VI !
nd | spent some time in this House detailing various aspects

district centres and there were no cuts in existing levels o‘?lf it for the record. It was our election promise: we have
service as a result of this budget. This probably did not hel ulfilled that election promise. The Crime Prevention Unit

the Opposition too much. ... now has a domestic violence portfolio. The Minister for the

X . . SStatus of Women has established the South Australian
as faras FACS is concerned. The first question was put to thgiymen's Advisory Council, and one of its briefs is to

Minister b¥”¥he member fothIayforqI—anId th(ijs, rerr]nembelr'research the subject of women and violence. The Health
is a $10 million question. The question related to the Healtl,mmission provides prevention education programs through
Commission and had nothing whatsoever to do with Familyis community health services, and it centres on domestic

and Community Services. | can understand the member fQfigence. In fact, my community health centre at Clovelly
Playford’s being a bit confused, a bit distracted that eveningo i offers domestic violence courses.

as he had just had his throat slit in one of the normal Labor ;. Quirke: Anti domestic violence courses.

Party fact_ional fig_hts and had missed out on achie_ving his  mrWADE: | am corrected by the member for Playford:
exalted aim of being Deputy Leader. So, he was distractedi qomestic violence courses, which emphasise support,
and as a result wasted a $10 million question. However, a3¢ormation and strategies to escape violence and abuse for
is the usual method of the member for Playford, he came bacan and women. The women’s course includes such things
again and asked questions regarding welfare outsourcing.a5 ynderstanding violence and its impact on children; the
The Minister replied that in 1993-94 22.54 per cent of theoptions available to women; how to access community
budget was outsourced to non-government organisations t@sources, mainly of accommodation, money and legal
deliver a wide range of services, and that for 1994-95 thergdvice; and developing strategies to maintain themselves and
would be an increase and 35.6 per cent would be outsourcgHeir children. The women’s course also offers a method of
to non-government bodies; that the sum of $178 000 had begfeveloping a network to reduce isolation. On the prevention
allocated over the next two years to the Caring for Familieside the Clovelly Park Community Health Centre offers a
project through the Port Adelaide Mission; and that a furtheprogram for men called MASA, Men Against Sexual Assault.
$356 000 had been directed to family preservation servicegowever, | am concerned that the Clovelly Park Community
in partnership with the non-government sector. That is &ealth Centre offers these courses as being totally confiden-
demonstration of our Government's complete commitmential for women and for men, yet it says in the pamphlet,

cluding foster families.
| asked a question on domestic violence and, in response,

to finding the best services for our dollar. ‘Please make inquiries and book your place at reception.’
The next question asked was in regard to juvenile justice. This is a matter | will be raising with the Clovelly Park
The Minister responded to that question by saying: Community Health Centre and its management. | find it very

I would hope that we might be able to look at other programshard to believe how confidentiality can be maintained when

also, that would provide alternatives to locking away some of thes€N€ must go to a public reception desk and seek the
youngsters up to the age of 18 years. receptionist’s advice as to a particular course. In my electoral
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office we have most prominently displayed a Crows footballHis opportunity may come soon enough if he stays in there
poster (actually of Greg Anderson) which states, ‘Domesti@nd keeps trying. | give him credit because, of the questions
violence is not a game: everyone loses.’ Just for the recordsked on family and community services, 14 were asked by
a domestic violence help line has been set up, and thalhe member for Playford, two by the member for Price and
number is 1 800 800 098. The Minister also indicated to the think one and a bit by the member for Torrens. | apologise
Committee that there were 24 domestic violence actiofior the delay in recalling the district of the member for
groups in South Australia at this time. The sum of $4 millionTorrens: she speaks so rarely that | forgot she was here. On
has been put aside in funding for women'’s shelters, and thetbe night of the Estimates Committee, | was certain that she
has been a 39 per cent increase in emergency financialas not there.

assistance to victims of domestic violence. In summary, | enjoyed attending my first Estimates

The Government's thrust in its programs is in earlyCommittee: | thought it was fun and it was a joy to be there.
intervention and education, and this is aimed at peopl&here was no pressure at all on the Government, because the
recognising the difficulties, the problems and the conse©pposition was totally unprepared for any kind of intelligent
quences of domestic violence. This Government has stuck ttiscourse. | do not believe too many members opposite had
its pre-election promise. It will gain a zero rate of domesticread the budget and those who had | am sure did not under-
violence because it has put into action those programs and tiséand it. It came out in Estimates Committee questions. It was
necessary funding to ensure that the community can contralbvious to all concerned, including Government members,
and eradicate a social evil that has lifetime consequences ftrat, when it came to being an effective Opposition, the
its victims. guestions we asked the department prior to the Estimates

Returning to the $10 million question, the member forCommittee were far more incisive and decisive and showed
Price had his turn to ask a question, which he did. Howeverfar more knowledge of the portfolios than the Opposition had
it had nothing to do with family and community services atthen, has now and, based on its performance, will ever have.
all and should have been directed to the Attorney-General. The SPEAKER: The member for Playford.

Another $10 million question down the drain. So much for

the member for Price! The next topic of interest was raised Mr QUIRKE (Playford): The member for Elder made

by the member for Playford and concerned the gamblersan interesting address. With regard to the business of knives
rehabilitation fund. A good question. The Minister advisedoeing sharpened and the Oppaosition not concentrating on the
the member for Playford and the Committee that $1.5 millionEstimates procedure, | assure the House that the Opposition
was to be raised in 1994-95 from the IGC and the casino fowell and truly concentrated on the Estimates procedure. The
dealing with gambling addiction. honourable member has been through only one Estimates

The Minister also advised the Committee that Treasurygcommittee so far.
will set up a special deposit account to deal with this issue Mr Wade: | enjoyed it.
and funds will be paid in quarterly instalments. He also MrQUIRKE: He says that he enjoyed it. | am wondering
indicated that the Family and Community Services Departwhether in two or three years he will be saying that. | do not
ment will administer the day to day activities of a committeethink he will be saying it in four years, but | wonder whether
which will be established to organise research into the exterilt two or three years he will be as interested in the whole
of the need relating to gambling addition, including theprocess. | thank him for his support for my candidacy. | am
families affected by it. The committee will recommend to thenot sure whether that puts a few six inch nails in the coffin,
Minister the directions that the Government should be takingpr what. | am glad he did not say that beforehand, but | thank
the priorities and the services that should be funded. him very much.

Again, without any shadow of a doubt, in terms of The Estimates Committees represent a process, | suspect
domestic violence, the Gamblers Anonymous rehabilitatio@ not very good process, of examining the budget. | say that
fund and youth accommodation programs, this Governmenrtecause, if you look at the whole budget process, you find
made pre-election promises and it has fulfilled them. It ighat you need a bit of time to deal with a number of the
worth stating again that there will be no cuts to existing leveldssues. The member for Elder and others said that Opposition
of service as a result of this budget in relation to the Departguestioning perhaps was not as strong as it should have been,
ment for Family and Community Services. It is also worthand he offered to give us some questions. He said that he
stating again, for the information of this House, that 17almost came over and gave us a bundle of questions. We
guestions were asked, 15 relating to family and communityvould have welcomed him or anyone else bringing over a
services and two being totally unrelated. bundle of questions.

| was appalled that, in looking at a budget of about $146 Let me tell members how it works on the Opposition side.
million, and at $10 million a question, the Opposition did notl am sure, Mr Speaker, that | do not have to tell you; you
seem to be on the ball. Its questions were not incisive andere there for many years. The Opposition has limited staff
showed a lack of knowledge of the portfolio. | had a greatresources, which is a nice way of saying that we have sod all.
urge to walk across the room and hand them my questionét the end of the day, we have a number of people who read
thinking that perhaps they needed some assistance—trrough the budget. This Government has exactly the same
perhaps they had been working too hard doing the thingattitude to the Opposition at the staffer level—not at the
Opposition members normally do. For the week or so beforeninisterial level or back bench level—as the Labor Govern-
the Estimates Committees, they were busy sharpening theinent had to the Opposition over many years.
knives and preparing themselves for future executive We find that, if there is a choice between getting the
positions within their Party, and the budget estimates werdocuments on the first of the month or the thirty-first of the
way down the list. It did not really concern them. month, we always get them on the later date. If there is a

| felt rather sad that the member for Playford did all thechoice between getting them at 1 o’clock in the afternoon or
right things but did not gain his rightful place as Deputy2 o’clock in the afternoon, it is always 2 o’clock in the
Leader. However, the knives are still out: they are still sharpafternoon. On the day of the budget, as | understand it, there
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was a lock-up for the media. We made a perfectly reasonable | suggest that we need to look at the Estimates Committees
request for multiple copies of the budget earlier in the dayprocedure. It is not a bad one. | have sat in on the process in
And | have to say that the common law book came out. ACanberra, and | can tell you about Senator Vigor. At about
certain staffer from the other side who shall remain anony4 a.m. a hanging party wanted to get hold of him because you
mous said, ‘You so and so’s gave us one copy at 2 o’clock icould not go to bed until Senator Vigor shut up, and that
the afternoon, and that's all you're getting.’ meant you were not going to get to bed for a long time. Our
We then waited for the Program Estimates, and we gagprocedure involves resources that are far too limited in our
those documents at the last sitting moment of this Hous#ying to examine closely the documents in front of us. |
before we went to Estimates Committees in the next weelsuggest to the Government—and | hope it takes this on
Did we have a non-sitting week when we could sit down,board—that, even though it is primarily responsible for the
debate all this stuff, pour over all the figures and prepare allepartments, departmental heads, officers and the budget, it
these questions that the member for Elder had in his foldemeeds to use the budgetary procedure to look very closely at
No, we did not. Indeed, with very limited resources, we didwhat is happening in the departments. It follows then that we
a great job. In the Estimates Committees procedure, all theeed to provide the Opposition with more time, more
shadow Ministers excelled in examining the budget and itsesources and greater access to the various resources particu-
various aspects. larly in the departments so that it can examine the budget in
Having outlined the resources available to the Oppositionglose detail.
I now want to talk about the procedure. The problem is that | will continue talking about the budget after the dinner
this is a small Parliament. There are only 47 members in thiadjournment. However, | want to put on the record now that
Chamber, with a ministry of 10, three Ministers being in thethe Estimates Committees procedure could be a lot better than
other place. There are 69 members in the two Houses. In ttearrently is the case. | hope the Government will pick that up,
Estimates Committees, we exclude immediately the membersin with it and have a look at it.
of the other House, so we are down to the 47 members in this
Chamber. [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]
| think that we also have the attitude of defending our
team. Government members in general did not abuse the Mr QUIRKE: Through the Estimates Committees,
Estimates Committees procedure. | think in large part theglespite the lack of time, resources and all the rest of it,
played the game, and the game is that the Opposition, in tfépposition members had an opportunity to quiz the Govern-
interests of good government, should pull out various bits, se@ent in a number of key areas, and | will mention a couple
what is in the budget and examine the witnesses who conf¥ those in a moment. We had an opportunity to examine
before the bar. various parts of the budget and to see where we are going in
A couple of Ministers rang me and asked what thel994-95.
Opposition’s attitude was on this and that sort of thing: how | was involved in the Estimates Committee dealing with
would we proceed? In fact, a number of senior departmentdireasury matters. It was useful to have before us our old
officials asked what the Opposition wanted in respect offiends the State Bank and SGIC, representatives of the
certain matters. The first thing | asked for was any juicyTreasury itself and various other groups that come under that
scandal. | must say, though, we did not get any of that. Buportfolio area. We found that the name change to the Bank
I made that request of anyone who asked, from the Ministeref South Australia incurred a cost of $10 million, which |
all the way down: if there was any juicy scandal, we wouldhope bears some fruit. However, our questioning in that area
have loved it and we would have used it for everything it wagevealed that the Bank of South Australia is not as profitable
worth. That did not come. an organisation as many of the pundits in the market tended
| asked for a briefing on a number of issues in myto think it would be.
portfolio areas; that was forthcoming and | was quite happy | think the profit budgeted for the bank this year is $56
with that. But, in general, | believe we bring limited resourcesmillion. If one considers an organisation such as that and the
to the whole process. There are three Opposition membekgnd of income stream involved, one would have to say that,
and three Government members on the Committees, and tireterms of the sale price that the Government had hoped to
job of the Government members, whether we like it or not—get for that institution, it will be undersubscribed in any share
and some are more maverick than others—is to protect, whidoat. Indeed, unless the Government speeds up the process
means to bury, dig a bigger hole and push any scandafsy guess is that a trade sale for the bank is unlikely.
further into the ground. The job of the three Opposition Of course, the Opposition set in train the sale of the Bank
members, with limited resources, is to dig furiously, fasterof South Australia. | have no problem with that. As |
than the Government members, to try to find scandals. commented last year: buy one get one free—I would have
The process could be conducted a little better if we ar¢hrown in the insurance company as well. At the end of the
serious about redressing some of the problems in the 1980say, my guess is that the amount of money that will come out
I have referred in this Chamber to the State Bank of Soutlof the bank—as the Deputy Premier indicated at the time—
Australia—a favourite institution of mine, as most memberswill be in the region of $500 million to $750 million. |
would know. | have also referred to the meeting that tookoelieve that it will be at the very bottom end of that scale. |
place down here regarding the chief’s superannuation ardb not want to talk it down; I am quite happy for the Govern-
how his mates tried to protect it up in the second floorment to make as many dollars out of the Bank of South
conference room. | have said there are too many cars in orfustralia as it possibly can. However, | think that, because
or two other financial institutions, and | have said variousof the way that the Government has gone about it—and this
other things. | could go on at great length about some of thesgas quite clearly shown in the Estimates Committees—the
things but, at the end of the day, it was only when the doosale of the bank is looking more and more remote. Unless the
was belted open and the light shone in on those institution&overnment is careful, by going down the road of a float
that we started to see what was going on. some years from now, it will be lucky to sell it at all.
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Other organisations appeared before the Committee thatound the average across Australia, whereas if we looked at
day and we had an opportunity to ask a series of questiomaedian rates we would see that they are doing very much
about a number of matters. The SGIC fronted and we werletter.
through a series of issues, including a follow-up of various Itis a disappointment to me that this Government has not
reports from the Economic and Finance Committee duringrasped one of the key findings of the Economic and Finance
1992-93 and, in particular, the question of executive salarie€€ommittee on this issue, which was that the Bank of South
We had an opportunity to establish that the Bank of Souttustralia structure ought to be made to go from the fiftieth
Australia had made few or no changes in relation to theercentile to the seventy-fifth percentile, in keeping with the
executive structure. | had a concern about the number afize of the institution and, indeed, its staffing.
people earning over $100 000 a year. In fact, the whole group As | understand it, we now have a bank with less than half
seemed to be much larger than should have been the casiee staff that it had three years ago, a bank which had, | think,
given the very necessary downsizing that was going on in th&77 retail outlets across South Australia but which is
bank. downsizing into the 150s. The bank had offices in other

Through the questioning procedure we found that we stilcountries—disastrous as that was—which are being closed.
had some 67 or so persons under the Bank of South Australgome have already closed; their operations have finished.
umbrella, which included the asset management company-#What we are dealing with now is, principally, a small banking
SAMCO as it is known; the bad bank—earning overfacility that primarily lends money for housing in South
$100 000; the executive structure had, in my view and | thinkAustralia.
probably in the view of many members in this House, fartoo  The Bank of South Australia is a bit sensitive about the
many people at the top end. With other South Australiarworld knowing what its market share is. As | said in this
corporate institutions such as the Commonwealth Bankouse previously, the Bank of South Australia even sends out
despite its massive pay hikes—and it can be argued that ttghristmas cards with the words ‘in confidence’ stamped on
head office is not here, but there is sufficient responsibilitthem. Everyone knows that about the 40 per cent mark is the
here for the Commonwealth Bank to be some sort ofhare of mortgages in South Australia. When we probed this
comparison—the reality is that, even after its share dowmarea and we asked the Deputy Premier questions, the
sale, the Bank of South Australia is a much more generousnpression | got from his answers was that the Government
payer in its executive structure than just about any similawas happy with the present executive pay structure, that it
institution in Australia. was downsizing slowly and that, at some stage in the future,

| raised this issue in the Estimates Committees, indicating would be rid of the bank. | think a much more rigorous
that the Economic and Finance Committee had made application of the Economic and Finance Committee’s report
number of recommendations last year and that it was sad tf last year would probably make the bank even more
see that the Government was not implementing some of theraaleable.
given the then Opposition front bench’s support for those We were generally satisfied with the answers to our
recommendations. guestions on the State Government Insurance Commission.

Under Marcus Clark and the rest of them, the State Bank appears that SGIC is being prepared for some sort of a sale,
determined salaries using a consultancy firm. It was a fairlpossibly a float as well. It is a bit early to say too much about
loose arrangement, and | do not know whether it is muchhat, but at the Estimates Committee | was happy with the
tighter today. They positioned within a percentile rangeinformation provided on that point. | was much happier with
where they believed the bank should be. Under Marcus Clarthe information provided about SGIC than | was about the
the bank moved through the fiftieth percentile to the seventyBank of South Australia, the Group Asset Management
fifth percentile. That means that the bank’s executives werBivision or any of the other organisations that come under the
being paid in the top bracket of all the banks in the world thaState Bank’s umbrella. During the Estimates Committees,
referred to that particular structure. In short, looking at thewhen we examined such lines as that involving Family and
position across the whole of Australia, one found that th&Community Services—which was not an enormous budget
bank was paying executive salaries at the very top end arthe; in fact, there was a rather small provision of funds
that 75 per cent of bank executives in all other banks wereompared with some of the other departments—the Minister
getting less than those in the State Bank executive structurand his staff were quite accessible, and the Opposition was
As a result of the previous Government’s actions, that wakappy with that line of questioning.
wound back to the fiftieth percentile; in other words, rightin ~ The same could be said about some of the other more non-
the middle of the range for all banks in Australia. contentious areas of the budget. The Mines and Energy

However, we found the Deputy Premier getting a little Department gave a full account of its activities for 1994-95.
confused on this issue. He was saying that now that the baruffice for me to say as shadow Minister that | am satisfied
is a regional institution it is paying as a regional bank. It is awith the progress that has been made in that area over recent
regional bank and it was all along, but it is still not paying years. Aeromagnetic surveys featured as a large part of the
like a regional bank: it is still paying in the middle range of questioning procedure. Obviously, over the years in South
all the banking structures in Australia. Australia we have increased the amount of exploration that

If we exclude the Commonwealth Bank, which is whatwe are doing. | think that is a significant aspect of South
gives many of these executives a good name—because tAestralian life: at every juncture in this State’s history mining
Commonwealth Bank, certainly in terms of the Bank of Southhas been absolutely crucial.

Australia, is a very miserable payer—we see that the Bank The aeromagnetic surveys which we questioned in the
of South Australia is paying its executives at a rate very muclEstimates Committees clearly reveal a number of possible
higher than the fiftieth percentile which is meant to be forfindings. We looked at some of the potential for diamond
regional banks. The reality is that the Commonwealth Banknines in the north, further gas exploration, copper mines and
and certain other banking institutions make it look as thouglther uranium sites, etc. Overall, the Opposition is satisfied
the executives of the Bank of South Australia are earningvith the way in which that department is operating and with
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its program for this year, and we wish it well, because inallow the present situation to continue in which there is such
many respects it holds the key to much of South Australia’sincertainty as we approach the end of the year, together with
future economic development. Suffice for me to say that the 10-year placement problems and a number of other such
would have been happier the other week if we had managedatters. It will cause a great deal of chaos in schools.
to secure some more uranium mining prospects in South Through the procedures of the Estimates Committees, we
Australia. | must accept the fact that not everyone has thgied to find out as much as we could about what is going on
same attitude to uranium as | and other members of thii the area of health. Again, it is an area that is heavily
House have, but | believe that over the next three to 10 yeatgependent upon the control of the wage structure, yet it
in South Australia we will need to bring a number of minescontains absolutely no provision for pay rises. Of course, the
on stream if we are to maintain our standard of living. problem is this: it has been some time since the last pay rises

One of the very interesting things that came out of theiook place. These things are cyclical. We have already seen
Estimates Committees was the life of Port Pirie and, inrsmall break-outs in the current enterprise bargaining regime,
particular, its smelters. If, as the latest estimate indicatesyith the probability of more substantial pay rises. If we again
within a minimum time frame of 15 years sufficient ore stocktake the 3 per cent benchmark, the health area would need
is not found to replace what has been basically the lifeline obout $40 million. That figure may well be wrong but, if a
that town—the Broken Hill deposits—the township will substantial catch up of wages takes place in that area, we may
suffer dramatically. Members on both sides are happy thasee a situation where 3 per cent is a wholly inadequate figure.
that exploration should take place. They recognise the needf course, we see cuts being made in that area.
for further exploration and for the Mines and Energy  Quite frankly, despite the questioning in the Parliament
Department to carry on the good work it has been doing ind in the Estimates Committees, the large amounts of money
South Australia over the past decade or so. | suggest thgiat have been taken away from the teaching hospitals will
much of South Australia’s future wealth will depend on amean either that dramatic downturns in service will occur or
stepped up exploration regime over the next few years.  that these cuts will just not be realised. One of my fears is

I took a particularly close interest, as either a participanthat, while these cuts are being put in place, a further wages
orin the usual sense of listening in or attending the Commitp|ow out will occur. The Government has made no provision
tee, in areas such as transport, education, health and a numksxit, and dramatic cuts will occur in a large number of areas.
of others. The Opposition managed to extract a lot offhe $20.8 million which is to be cut from the principal
information from the Government, but we found a rather cofteaching hospitals is of concern. Indeed, these hospitals
approach in a number of areas in which we want the Goverrgrovide a large number of services to my constituents and
ment to come clean—and come clean relatively quicklythose of many members of this House who are heavily
During the year, the Opposition has been trying to find outependent on the public hospitals for the provision of those
what is happening in a number of key areas. Let us take on@edical services. We hold the view that slicing that amount
or two of those areas now. | refer, first, to education, thesf money out of the principal teaching hospitals will lead to
education budget for which is about $5.3 billion. Althoughmany problems.
this Government has broken up the super education ministry \e hope that the casemix agenda and so on will result in
that existed under the previous Government, in general greater provision of service. However, we are also realistic
education expenses total about 27 per cent, or $1 400 milliony,ot the fact that the provision of service will require

What we would have liked to ascertain during theesources. A large number of resources are being cut out of
Estimates Committees and from the whole budgetaryhe heajth system. In general, we went through the process—
allocation is the true story about cuts in education. Everyongn | will come to a couple of other specifics in a minute—
knows that in Australia today, despite an inflation rate ofanq we took the view that the budget has unrealistic param-
about 1.7 per cent, there is an underlying inflation rate opters and expectations and will not be able to deliver the same

probably closer to 3 per centin some service areas. Much gfye| of medical service to the community of South Australia
that stems from the fact that, for the past few years, wages i} 1994-95 that was delivered in 1993-94.

ggg?{gﬂﬁ;’: t;zerr\llvgelg dbcr)gvz;I(’obuu'ctst\r/‘inEIﬁz;IS(: r(la:Chsﬂc expecta- 5 couple of other things have been proposed in.this
It is quiteyclear fr%m these budgetar Saper.s that th budget; for e_xample, the move to make Modbur_y Hospital a
Government has brought in a $20 million c)l/Jtinthe educatio%?bIIC hospltal run by private rmanagement with a rath_er
; . ramatic budget cut. We would like to know more about this.
allocation for 1994-95, and that it has made no forwar

‘sion for th bability of breakout. M e did not get all the answers we wanted. We have been
provision for tn€ probability of any wage breakout. Vly QUESS,,in g and asking questions. That facility is important to my
is that the real rate of inflation in some areas, which ar

: lectorate, as it is important to all those members in the north-
heavily dependent on wages and wage control, next ye

Idb high as 3 ¢ which that the G astern suburbs. Last year in 1993-94 that hospital operated
could be as high as 5 per cent, which means that the & OVerﬂhabudget of $44.8 million. This year, it is expected, in line
ment would need to have budgeted a further $50 million fo'(/vith other cuts in health, to operate on a budget of some
education just to keep going with what is already there. 'P$42 million '

fact, it did not do that; it budgeted for a cut of $22 million. The Hon. M.H. Armi S
We would like to know some of the finer details in this e Hon. M.H. Armitage |nter]ect|ng.. .

area. We understand that some schools have been earmarked"Ir QUIRKE: 1 understand that the Minister, who wants

for closure, and that there will be an increase in certain clag® J0in in on the debate, has made arrangements with Health

sizes and a reduction in some ancillary positions. We believ@0P€ and possibly one or two other companies (but |

that the community should be told as soon as possible—H”der,Sta”d they are the .favoulred sons or daughters in this

should have known by now—where these cuts will take plac§*€cise) and that they will do it—

and when this hit list will be put into operation. | give the ~ The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting:

Government a bit of advice on this point: it would be better Mr QUIRKE: Do you want to join in?

for it to come clean on this issue and deal with it up frontthan The Hon. M.H. Armitage: I'd love to.
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Mr QUIRKE: They will do it for about $33 million next | conclude my remarks by repeating what | said at the
year. That sounds great from the point of view of thebeginning of my speech. If the Government is serious about
taxpayer, but the problem is that, when you wipe outhaving an active Opposition with proper examination of its
effectively half the nursing staff in any institution, you will budget through the Estimates procedure, itis my hope that it
be able to reduce costs drastically but you will also cut manyvill look at the way the Estimates Committees were con-
services. We are happy the Minister is present in thelucted this year. In that regard | refer to some of the old
Chamber. We would have liked him to come a bit cleaner oranimosities. The budget could be handed over to the Opposi-
some of these issues, and we look forward to that as thion a bit earlier than 2 p.m., and instead of supplying only
matter goes on. Just for the Minister’s edification, | under-one copy it might be appropriate to give the Opposition the
stand that the 146 full-time equivalents in the nursing areaame number of copies supplied to Channel 7, Channel 9 and
will be downsized to about 80 as part of the provision. TheChannel 10.

Minister would be right to say that it is not half, butitisa  The Opposition should have the proper time and staff
large part thereof. In any case, we will have that debate if andllocation to look at these sorts of issues. The Opposition and
when the Government decides to go down that road. Certaithe Government backbench in these areas should have
ly, there has been a mixed response in New South Wales, bpbsitive input into the whole budget process. The Estimates
in general many of the public hospitals have not seen th€ommittees are less efficient than should be the case, and in
hoped for reduction in waiting lists, and certainly in generalmany respects the Opposition and Government members who
the provision of service has gone down, because they hawgiiz the Ministers and the officials play the role of auditors.
gone down the same road as this Government intends to dalo not know that we can play that role as effectively as what
down. might be the case. | hope that the Government will pick up

The Appropriation Bill pays for a whole range of other some of the issues | have spoken about tonight.
services. We find the police budget and a number of other
budgets have either stayed much the same or have seenMr SCALZI (Hartley): As anew member | express my
smaller reductions. There is no doubt the areas of health arppreciation in respect of the Estimates Committees. | believe
education have borne the brunt of this budget. There are a feillvwas the Tonkin Liberal Government that established the
unknowns. Of course, one of the unknowns is the return fronkestimates Committees. | think they are a great opportunity for
gaming machines this year. The Government’s estimate &ll members to participate in and contribute to the parliamen-
based on a $40 million return. | understand it is already weltary process. In a way they represent a continuation of
on its way to that return, and indeed it could be substantiallptanding committees and other committees of the Parliament,
greater than that amount. Generally, the Opposition feels thand they allow us to get away from the adversary perceptions
the budget picks on certain groups of people in ouwhich too often are portrayed by the media about Govern-
community—and | will deal with that in just a moment— ment and what happens in Parliament. The Estimates offer a
much more than should be the case. We think the rest of thgreat opportunity to contribute. |1 cannot agree with the
budget lacks imagination; and it makes few provisions, if anymember for Elder who enjoyed being there from 11 a.m. until
for any general break out that may take place, particularly id0 p.m., but | found it rewarding.
wages in South Australia either within the health service or My involvement in the Estimates Committees dealing with
more particularly within education. Education, Health, Aboriginal Affairs, Sports and Recreation,

Quite clearly, one of the groups that we believe has beeNulticulturalism, and Employment, Training and Further
singled out in this budget (and we were not satisfied with thé=ducation gave me a perspective which, as a new member,
answers that were forthcoming during the Estimates) i$had not had the opportunity to fully appreciate. I think that
school card holders. Those people’s income is very close tought to be pointed out as an important aspect of our
if not well and truly below the poverty line. We estimate thatdemocratic process. The Estimates Committees also give the
20000 families—indeed the poorest families in ourOpposition the opportunity to question the Government. In
community—have been singled out in this budget for quitehe Committees in which | was involved there was no lack of
unnecessary and rather draconian cuts. A family strugglingpportunity. | am sure that members of the Opposition would
to send two or three children to school, a family that receivefave to agree that they were given plenty of opportunity to
welfare or is a low income earner will now have to find aask all the questions that they wanted, and that should be the
substantial amount of money to pay for bus travel. Indeed, i€ase.
some of the schools are closed, some children who used to The Estimates also give members the opportunity to relate
walk down the street to school will now have to pay bus fardo their own electorate. For example, | was fortunate enough
to attend another school a considerable distance away. to put questions to the Minister for Education and Children’s

As | said before, the number of families affected by thisServices about the multicultural unit in my area, and school
budget, which is about 20 000 or so, is far too dramatic. Alsoglosures. This enabled me to allay fears about the process that
we think that what these measures achieve in relation to thaill take place. It has been well documented that 40 schools
budget (and | remind the House that the budget involves sommight close. There is no hit list, as the Opposition would have
$5 300 million in total), namely, the miserable few million us believe, whereby certain schools are earmarked for
dollars difference they will make, will be out of all proportion closure. That peddling of fear is not constructive at all. In a
to the number of people who will be hurt by it. way, the Opposition complained that the Government was

A group of people have been singled out by this Governputting pressure on students at the end of the year when they
ment. They have been singled out because they are poor ahdve to make choices. It was made quite clear that no schools
they will be hit. Unless | am wrong, because there is ndhave been targeted: there is no hit list. The process that took
suggestion that any of those people in that group can afforglace in the past, in consultation with the community, will
private insurance, many of those people also will be affectethke place in the future. Ifitis really concerned about allaying
by changes in the medical area and in many of the othdears in the community, the Opposition would do well to say,
services to South Australians. ‘Well, times are difficult but the process has taken place. We
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will have a bipartisan approach with these things. We are ndt994-95 State Government budget. One must acknowledge
out there to scare the community.’ that that is a fair commitment to education and, specifically,

There has been a lot of talk about the budget and the effetd those areas. Norwood-Morialta High School is acknow-
it has had on the community and the less fortunate. | will notedged for the provision of an excellent standard of education,
go into too much detail again. | spoke about this when thend these facilities will enhance the provision of drama at that
budget was brought down. It was really a budget that we haglchool. | welcome the announcement: it is great news.
to have, and it is a responsible budget given the circum- So, itis not all doom and gloom. When one thinks what
stances that the Government found itself in. If the Oppositionwve had to deal with, the resources that we had and the way
is objective about it, in the long run it will see that it was thewe have been able to balance the little that we had, one must
best thing that could be done given the resources we had aagknowledge that we are laying the foundation for the future.
the mess we were in. This Government has taken responsiblde proof of the pudding is in the eating. | have been out
action with sensitivity and care. there at shopping centres and to the school councils, and |

For example, | refer to the establishment of traineeship&now there are some concerns about school cards and so on.
to deal with the youth unemployment problem. One cannoBut overall the message | receive is that difficult decisions
say that the Government is not sensitive in providing jobs fohave to be made but people are pleased that there is a vision;
young people. That is an area we should all be concernatie decisions have been made for a purpose. In other words,
about, along with the balance of trying to restructure andvith the pain there is some gain. Itis like purchasing a home:
rationalise the problem of scarcity that we face with thewhen you purchase the home, you have to put all your
resources we have whilst at the same time creating a base asavings together but, by making that decision, you are
giving confidence for the future. | believe that has been thestablishing something that will be of value for the future.
case and will continue to be the case with the BrownThat is what it is all about. You just cannot go on kidding
Government. yourself that you can spend what you do not have.

| refer to the idea of shifting towards capital works.  We must have a direction where we create wealth and
Anybody will tell you that there are great benefits in movingwhere we create the export mentality, and that is taking place.
into capital works. It has a multiplier effect; and it is a way We must all work cooperatively with the Federal Govern-
of stimulating the economy. There is no doubt that there isnent, because we are a Federation. If we have that cooper-
some hurt. There is an extra student in some classrooms, aatlon mentality, we will have a future that this country
unfortunately some schools have to reduce language classeeserves. Basically, that is what | wanted to say about the
| am aware of those problems, but also | am well aware thaEstimates Committees and the budget. | was pleased to be
this has not taken place overnight. | was involved in schoopart of it. | think it is an important process and the Govern-
amalgamations, closures, clustering, etc. well before theent thatinitiated the Committees should be commended. It
Liberal Government came to power. For example, thds a great opportunity for members such as | who are new to
sacrificing of some subjects has been an ongoing processarticipate and contribute. | found it exhausting but reward-
One has to be rational and try to separate what normally takésg, and | observed that the Opposition, as should be the case
place with school numbers, which have nothing to do with thén the democratic process, had ample opportunity to question
budget, and what has resulted from the budget process thiéie Government, the Ministers and the various Government
we had to have to get the State in order. The problem igepartments on behalf of the community to make us account-
separating fact from fiction. If we were honest with ourselvesable. After all, that is what it should be all about.
we would do well to pursue that. Fortunately, the budget has
provided some benefits in my electorate. For example, the The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): At
Magill Child Care Centre will receive $300 000 for expan- the outset | want to say that it is a great honour and privilege
sion. That substantial grant will fund the expansion of theto be asked to lead the Opposition in this Parliament. | have
centre to cater for 20 more children. already indicated publicly and | wish to reinforce in Parlia-

This is great news for local families, and | have hadment tonight that | will endeavour at every opportunity to
positive feedback in my electorate. There has been a signifénsure that the Opposition is a patriotic Opposition and one
cant need for more child-care places in the area, and thiat is constructive. Earlier this year | spoke to the Minister
boost for Magill is terrific; it is really what we needed. So, for Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional
good things have taken place as a result of the budget and ievelopment and assured him of my support in project bids
difficult circumstances, and we would do well to acknow-such as the Orion project, in terms of dealings with the
ledge that. Work will commence on the site next month andrederal Labor Government, with whom we obviously have
the development should be finished by March next year. & special relationship, because some things should be above
acknowledge that that is a joint effort with the Common-Party politics in terms of achieving the best possible outcome
wealth Government. This project is part of a combined Statefor South Australia. So, | have made a commitment to be a
Commonwealth agreement to provide 1 900 additional childpositive Opposition Leader leading a positive Opposition and
care places in South Australia by 1996. Personally, as theaking positive contributions to debates about ideas instead
member for Hartley, | am delighted that Magill was chosen of petty bickering.

Similarly, one must acknowledge the capital development, | have no intention of being a one man chorus of gloom
and | refer back to my electorate with the redevelopment abr of being stuck in the groove of constant negativity.
Norwood-Morialta High School. It is true that these areObviously, there are times when the Government will deserve
difficult times, but we have made a commitment to educatioriough scrutiny and will be held to account for promises made
and these programs, as part of the capital developmebefore the last election. We also will want to take every
programs that are taking place, really illustrate this. In theopportunity to assist the progress of South Australia and its
case of Hartley, the Government has allocated $830 000 tconomic and social development, and we will be looking
the development of drama facilities at Norwood-Morialta asforward, not backward. | want to congratulate some Ministers
part of the $90.2 million commitment of capital works in the for their conduct of the Estimates Committees. Obviously,
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there is a variety in terms of the standard and quality of th@bout getting through the log jam, about breaking through and
contribution made by Ministers to that process. During thefinally getting recognition from the Federal Government that
Estimates Committee relating to industry and economi@delaide’s airport was substandard, and about finally getting
development matters it was pleasing to see a Minister wheecognition from Laurie Brereton—who said publicly that the
did not need to have a script put in front of him for everyrunway would be extended—that the airport would be
guestion, and | want to congratulate the member for Kavel onpgraded, which was confirmed on Friday in a statement
that. made by the Prime Minister. Apart from some of the things
In a number of forums during the Estimates Committee$e had to say about the process, he said that, in the course of
the issue of the upgrading of Adelaide Airport was fairly these arrangements, the runway will be extended, and that
central. | hope that on this issue we have been able to indicateill be part of the scoping study. That is the point: we will
that the Opposition is fair dinkum about promoting economicget a runway.
development in this State. Of course, during that Estimates | saw the criticisms by the Premier. Two weeks previously
period the Premier said that the Opposition was irrelevant. lhe said that we were irrelevant, and then we got a letter from
would be very bad for Government if the Opposition werehim saying that he wanted these things done. That is what we
irrelevant. It would be very bad for this Chamber, as | amwent into bat for and that is what we achieved. | am prepared
sure the Speaker would be the first to agree, if Opposition® make this offer today in this House to the Premier: let us
were irrelevant. Rather than being irrelevant, on the airponput aside the bickering, let us put aside the jealousies and
issue the Opposition has proved its willingness to work forchurlishness, and let us work together to achieve the best
the State and to use the strong links with the Federal Labgrossible outcome in terms of the upgrading of the airport. We
Government to South Australia’s advantage. will not get JFK Airport landed in Adelaide; that is a pipe
| want to say, as | said to the conference, that Adelaidelream. But | am prepared to offer my assistance to join with
International Airport is substandard, is second rate and is ithe Premier in negotiations with the Prime Minister or Laurie
danger of becoming third rate. All of us want it to be a firstBrereton. Let us put aside the politics of division and say that
rate airport; as a State we need it to be so. Our airport as this is an issue that both the Labor and Liberal Parties believe
exists today is a major impediment to export growth; it is aneeds to be progressed in a bipartisan way.
major obstacle to our manufacturing industry and to our | have made that offer in good faith and | am looking
primary industries. Indeed, our airport is also a majorforward to a positive response from the Premier. Let us show
deterrent to international tourists coming to South Australiathat we are big people; let us show that we are bigger than
Every Minister who has had any involvement with thestaffers who say, ‘Let’s say it is not good enough. Let's
Federal Airports Corporation would have felt let down by thatcobble together a press release or an urgent letter saying that
body, driven by its perceived imperative to develop airportit needs to be twice as much.” We all know what that was and
facilities in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane. Right from thethe commentators described what it was, namely, basically
start, my bottom line on this issue has not been ideologicathe politics of envy and division rather than the politics of
my motivation is based solely on getting Adelaide Inter-getting the best possible deal for Adelaide Airport.
national Airport up to scratch and upgraded, no longer A number of other issues are connected with the airport.
Mickey Mouse and no longer a substantial deterrent to andihere was the suggestion some weeks before in the debate
brake on our regional economy in South Australia. leading up to the privatisation issue at the Federal conference
Most importantly, Adelaide Airport lacks the most basic of the Labor Party that airports be sold in clusters. The
infrastructure. Indeed, it was the only major city internationalsuggestion was that Adelaide Airport be privatised or leased
airport that was officially listed as being below standard inin association with Melbourne Airport. Quite simply, that
1988 when it was transferred to the FAC. It lacks basiavould have been a disaster. It would have been the worst case
facilities. There is only one aerobridge: it needs two moresituation: it would have been worse than being linked with the
But, most of all, its runway is too short to do the job, andFAC. If Adelaide Airport had been privatised or leased in
747s cannot take off fully loaded. It is too short to supportassociation with Tullamarine, it would simply have become
freight flights to any offshore destination without unaccept-a regional feeder airport to a major international airport. We
able payload penalties, or even passenger flights to nortliould have be in a worse situation than we are now in. First,
Asia. we wanted to secure the support of the Federal Government
About 50 per cent of our exports have to be transhippeth achieving the extension of the runway as part of the leasing
through other Australian gateways, particularly Melbourneprocess. Secondly, we wanted to ensure that the airport was
international airport, while jets in Adelaide have to take offleased on a debt free basis so that a future operator would not
part loaded, leaving freight behind. This is obviously ofbe impeded by that debt. | am delighted that Laurie Brereton
substantial negative impact on time sensitive or perishablsaid publicly in Hobart at a news conference that the debts of
products exported from South Australia. Indeed, 75 per certhe Adelaide Airport, but not others, would be wiped out.
of our air freighted goods are time sensitive. This poses &hirdly, we wanted to ensure that the airport was leased as
major cost burden on exporters, it reduces the competitivea separate entity and not as a part of a package deal with other
ness of local products overseas and obviously it limits expomirports around Australia.
sales. We had a good outcome in Hobart—a better outcome than
The prime problem is the length of the runway. That is thehad any other State. | did not see clauses about airports in
main game. Adelaide’s runway is 2 528 metres and thaBrisbane, Cairns, Coolangatta, Darwin or Perth. We were
compares with runways in Brisbane of 3 500 metres, Cairnable to get a special recognition or breakthrough on Adelaide,
3200 metres, Darwin 3 300 metres, Perth 3 400 metrefecause we negotiated and got down to the hard yakka,
Melbourne 3657 metres and Sydney 3692 metredocked away in closed rooms. Thatis how you get a deal. You
Adelaide’s 2 528 metre runway is 572 metres too short. [tlo not simply put out a press release and say how good you
needs to be extended to 3 100 metres to do its job properre: you have to get down there and hard knuckle negotiate.
and that is what the decision in Hobart was about: it wasVe used our votes unashamedly—we used South Australia’s
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votes—in conjunction with a couple of other States, such asot offer argument or a personal opinion about the matter
Tasmania and some votes from Western Australia, to get theeing questioned. Consideration should be given to the rules
best possible deal for South Australia. That is what all of ugoverning the content of answers to ensure that they are
should be about, Liberal or Labor—getting the best deal fodirectly relevant and responsive to the question, must be
this State rather than playing games or resorting to childishreasonably succinct, and must not introduce matters extran-
innuendo and the politics of jealousy. eous to the question or debate a matter to which the question
The Estimates Committees dealt with other issues undeelates, with the Speaker strictly applying the same rules that
the Premier’'s budget lines, one being the running of thispply to the asking of questions.
Parliament. It is quite clear to me that we can improve the Consideration should also be given to providing the
way we run this place. Anyone who comes into the gallerySpeaker with the power to temporarily remove a member who
and watches how Parliament runs itself could only concludés disrupting the House. That provision applies in New
that we are not about the efficiencies and accountability foZealand, where the Speaker can simply say that the member
the next century. We have to upgrade our skills. All of usfor Unley or the member for Ramsay should leave the House
have been guilty of going over the top, all of us have used théor half an hour, an hour, or until the end of debate on a
politics of personality, but all of us can and must improve ifparticular Bill, if in the unlikely event they are disruptive. It
we are to get better public support, not in terms of uss a way of defusing tension, of resolving conflict and of
politically or in terms of our Parties but in terms of the stopping personal abuse.
institution of our Parliament. In a bipartisan gesture tonight We all know that the present system of naming a member
we have the member for Florey giving me some assistands a political process. Sometimes it is a political act on behalf
because of the parlous state of my throat. of the person being named, who wants to be thrown out for
I have asked Labor's shadow Attorney-General, thea day so that that person can have a grand news conference
member for Spence, to examine ways in which Parliamemn the front steps of Parliament House. We have seen it
can be improved to restore public confidence and to establidtappening for years; it happens a couple of times a year. It
higher standards of debate and conduct. | wrote to the all a big fandango. The media trot along and film it;
Speaker of the House of Assembly last week suggesting thahything that moves is filmed. We see the members con-
a bipartisan group sit down at the highest level to see how weerned packing their bags and going down the steps of
can make this place run better. Serious consideration shouRhrliament House. It is a charade, and we know it.
be given to introducing a right for citizens named, criticised, The sitting hours of Parliament should also be reviewed.
vilified or attacked in Parliament to submit a reply for tabling The personal lives of members, especially those with young
in the House, subject to guidelines. There is no doubt thdamilies, and the parliamentary staff are severely disrupted
people who believe they have been falsely accused ihy continuous late nights and even all-night sittings. In the
Parliament find themselves powerless to do anything abouast session we had a series of all-night sittings going through
it other than to protest their innocence publicly or challengelhursday, Friday, Saturday and finishing at 9 o’clock on
the member involved to ‘say it outside the House’ without theSunday morning. We need to do things better. That is not to
protection of parliamentary privilege. say that it is the fault of Liberal or Labor. It has happened
Let us all remember that parliamentary privilege wasover the years. We have to get beyond the past: we have to
introduced so that members could be free to speak witholbok towards the future. All of us, every member of this
fear or favour. But there is concern that this necessarfParliament from the Speaker down, can improve. | can
protection is often abused by members of Parliament makingnprove; the Speaker can improve; the Minister for
wild accusations that cannot be substantiated. We have se@boriginal Affairs can improve. We could all do our job
it in this Parliament; we have seen millions of dollars beingbetter if we could learn new skills.
spent by investigating authorities who have eventually For any of these things to improve there must be a
cleared members of Parliament from attacks that were wildlyneasure of bipartisan goodwill, and a commitment to
based and done for political reasons. Concern exists that thisstoring, upholding and enhancing the respect for and
necessary protection is often abused. The Australian Senaaethority of the Speaker of this Parliament. The Speaker not
has introduced a procedure whereby a citizen can request thaily must be independent but must be seen to be independent.
a statement revoking the allegation be tabled in the Housé he standard of debate can only deteriorate if the status of the
subject to vetting by the Privileges Committee. A similar Speaker is weakened or if a Presiding Officer in a different
process should be considered for the South Australiajurisdiction, for instance, is considered to be following
Parliament. | could not care less whether previous committeedirections from the Government of the day or the Premier’s
have rejected this suggestion. Let us go back to the drawin@ffice.
board and see how we can do our job better. Parliamentary democracy, | believe, can be the most
The conduct of Question Time should also be reformedsuccessful form of Government yet devised if it has safe-
There is no doubt that televised reports of the highlights oguards built into it to protect it from abuse and undermining
low points of Question Time can give members of the publidy those who do not understand its fragile qualities. | was
a terrible impression of Parliament and the standard of debatdelighted that the Archbishop, through his Secretary of the
Whilst strict standards are applied to the content and lengtBynod, wrote to me about the need to improve parliamentary
of questions asked in Parliament, no similar standards appbtandards. Those criticisms were both apt and timely. We all
to Ministers when answering those questions. The Premidrave made mistakes and, whilst flare-ups will no doubt
or a Minister who has been asked a question can answer @ontinue in tense circumstances, we all must endeavour to lift
any fashion they choose, including deliberately avoidingour game if we are to restore public confidence in the
answering the substance of the question. institution of this Parliament and in our roles as representa-
So, consideration should be given to reviewing the rulesives of the people of this State.
relating to both the asking and answering of questions during Politics is a tough game, and Government decisions
Question Time. At present, a member asking a question mustquire strong scrutiny to protect the interests of the public
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and ensure accountability. At times MPs get passionate aborgsponsibility for their actions and portfolios. Whatever the
issues and get angry about injustices—and rightly so. Theradvice given to them by their staffers, they make the deci-
is nothing wrong with that. No-one is suggesting that wesions and they take the advice.
should not get angry about injustices, but vigorous debate | find that statement more abhorrent because it comes
need not and should not descend into personal denigratidrom somebody who himself was a staffer, who himself was
and abuse of individuals, their families and personal circumnurtured, promoted and fostered by a succession of political
stances. That has happened in this Chamber in previous yedissses to the point where he not only entered this Chamber
and it has happened in the Upper House. We should workut quickly rose to become a Minister and has now risen to
together to make sure that all of us can say that we havine ranks where one day—God forbid—the electorate might
played a role to improve the function of this Parliament as wéhave to choose between him and our side for a future Premier.
go towards the next century. I hope that the electorate is wise enough to look at past
actions and present platitudes, and judge people accordingly.
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Never in my perhaps short  \We have heard a lot from members of the Opposition
political career but somewhat longer life have | seen a morabout the budget process. | think what is true of the Leader
remarkable conversion than that which | have witnessedf the Opposition is equally true of many of his colleagues.
today. Never in my life, Sir! | heard the member for Playford waxing eloquently about
Mr Becker interjecting: how we were doing-in the little people and how for a
Mr BRINDAL: St Michael was an archangel, | believe, miserable few million dollars we were depriving people. | put
and a defender of God, and the new Leader of the Oppositia you, Sir, that the comment ‘a miserable few million
seems determined to emulate that role. Indeed, he wants @llars’, more than any statement | have heard in this House
be either St Michael or perhaps Joseph in his technicoloubday, exemplifies the Opposition’s attitude to bucking the
dreamcoat: the archangel, the prophet and the visionary rolldsiidget process. | do not know what the honourable member’s
into one! | think | speak for many members on this side of theelectors think, but | can tell members what the electors of
House who had the privilege of being in the last Parliamentnley think: they do not consider a few million dollars
when | say that | concur with many of the statements madeniserable. No matter how big the budget, a few million
by the Leader of the Opposition. If the Leader refers to mydollars is a few million dollars. There was an old saying
speeches and the speeches of many other members on thiany years ago that ‘if you watched the pennies the pounds
side of the Chamber in the last Parliament, he will see that weyould look after themselves’.
said much the same sort of thing—in fact, almost identical The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
things. | could be uncharitable and say that he might have Mr BRINDAL: | suppose the member for Giles is
read speeches by you, Sir, by the member for Peake or by tla@nusing himself by talking to himself, but there is a differ-
Hon. Ted Chapman when he was the member foence between $25 000 and a ‘miserable few million’. I might
Alexandra— think that a few thousand dollars is not worth a Minister’s
Mr Becker: Your speeches. money when he has several hundred million dollars in his
Mr BRINDAL: Yes, my own; a number of members said budget, but a few million dollars is a horse of a different
exactly that. The interesting thing is that things are never theolour.
same when they are different. Then we had the Leader of the The member for Playford accused the Government in this
Opposition sitting as a Minister on the front bench. | do notbudget of singling out the poor and the needy in society for
remember his answers being succinct. | do not remember hiparticular targeting. | had the privilege of being present on
answering the questions or taking relevance too seriously.deveral Estimates Committees and of chairing others. So, |
do not remember him, or any of his then colleagues, thédeard more than my fair share of Ministers answering
Ministers of the day, treating this House with the samequestions put by Government and Opposition members. | can
dignity and seriousness with which | see the current membersay that without exception | did not hear one Minister
and Premier treating this House. chortling or being happy in any form about any cut that he or
I, for one, believed that South Australia was beingshe has had to make. They were unapologetic that this
governed by press release. We would not know what waGovernment has to provide efficient and effective Govern-
happening until a morning or two before Parliament sat, andhent. However, neither the Minister for Health, who is here
then when we read the paper we would be told what watonight, nor the Minister for Education was at all pleased that
going on, and we would have Question Time to explore whatheir departments, no matter how efficient they are going to
the Government was doing. Never government by Parliamenibe, would have to be more efficient with less.
always government by press release. When the new statesmanThe member for Playford said that it was the Government
that we have as Leader of the Opposition wants to preach twhich had singled out the poor and which was victimising
us about churlishness, political jealousy and childishness,pgeople. He picked the school card scheme as an example. |
say let him first examine his own conscience and prove tam glad that the honourable member has returned to the
every member of this House that he himself is reformed. Chamber, because | would ask him whether he truly believes
Perhaps the best way he can do that is by learning the firghat half the number of school children in this State are in
lesson | learned when | started work, and that is never blam&uch necessitous circumstances that they deserve school card.
those who work for you. If you are in a position of power you No-one has challenged the fact that just over 50 per cent of
accept the responsibility and you take the responsibility foall school children in public schools in this State currently get
those who work under you. | believe that | heard the Leadeschool card.
of the Opposition say, in an attempt perhaps to give Ministers | support the school card scheme. | know that when the
an out, that it was the staffers who were jealous and petty aridabor Government introduced this scheme—and | believe it
who would suggest that the letter go out and the base politicalid—it was a good measure. It was a measure designed to
attack be made. | find that an abhorrent statement. | am suessist in providing an education for those in necessitous
that every Minister on this side of the Chamber acceptsircumstances whose parents could not afford to provide them
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with basic educational necessities. It was an excellertb listen to himself and think that perhaps he might take on
scheme, but when 50 per cent of the school population iboard a little of his advice and be supportive of a Government
getting school card one has to question whether it is still athat is trying to go in a direction that the people of South
excellent scheme or whether it has turned into some cargustralia have clearly indicated they want this State to take.
cult mentality, whereby the boat comes in and dumps thé it is wrong, they will vote us out, not at the next election
welfare money on the shore and gives it to people who do ndiut at the election after that or the election after that, or later.
really deserve it but who will say, ‘Thank you very much, We will eventually be voted out if we are doing the wrong
anyhow, and the boat then goes out again on the next tidéing.
There is a point at which social welfare goes mad. However, in the meantime, we have been given a mandate
| put to this House that we have seen a procession db try; and, for a change, the Opposition should heed the will
Governments both in this State and federally that have beefadf the South Australian electorate and help us to get on with
up the social welfare component of our society to create ¢ghe job. All | am doing is calling on the Leader of the
section of society which is dependent or which sees itself a®pposition to fulfil his own rhetoric and discipline his own
being dependent on a particular political Party in this countryParty enough to see that we can get on with the job of
You give people the welfare and then tell them that the ALRyoverning instead of having to put up with the slur, the
is the only Party in Australia that supports social welfareinnuendo, the smart comments and the other smarmy tricks
Then, by definition, when the Liberals get in they will cut it that they have perfected, in not only the past five but 20
out, they will increase Housing Trust rents, they will cut outyears.
school card and free travel and do all sorts of abysmal things. | would like to touch briefly on what the member for
You have a captive audience, ever increasing in size, that Rlayford said about the budget. Again, he highlights the
too scared other than to vote Labor. We get a dependedeficiencies of Labor Governments. He said that the budget
mentality. lacked vision. All he could see was that the budget had to
| put to this House that if there is one disservice that thecome up with all the solutions. That is the Labor way of
Australian Labor Party has done to the people of this natiotboking at things: Government is big brother, some sort of
it is to build up a social welfare mentality at a State andoverarching patriarchal entity which, like a benevolent God,
Federal level. If this country is in a parlous state, if thisreigns over everybody and sorts out all the problems of
country is in any way less productive, less well economicallysociety—if you have a problem, Government will fix it.
placed than it was when the member for Wright, the member Again, he stated that the budget lacked vision because it
for Florey or | were lads, it is because this social welfaredid not have this, that or something else. | am pleased that it
mentality has been built up and deliberately maintained andid not, because this Government, unlike the previous
this country has suffered as a consequence. Government, does not believe that it is the sole repository of
| am not saying, because | do not believe, that memberall wisdom or all the answers. It believes that it should solve
opposite would have deliberately done that or would delibereertain problems that it was elected to solve on behalf of the
ately seek to do anything that would harm this country. | juspeople and that it should stimulate the private sector to solve
do not believe that they would do it. However, | would put other problems.
to them that, whether or not they like it, that has been a If you have a Liberal Government, as we have, that
logical consequence of the policies pursued by a successidrelieves in this philosophy, of course you will not see every
of their Governments. solution in the budget, because it is not a universal panacea
This budget—the first Liberal budget for a long time— for the State’s woes, needs, or, indeed, its problems for the
seeks to get away from that mentality. It seeks to help peopleext 12 months; it is one part of the jigsaw. The member for
to stand independently on their own feet, to have dignity, aflayford, when he comes in here and says that this budget is
opinion of their own worth and a belief in themselves. Itnot very good, exposes himself and his Party for exactly what
seeks to protect the integrity of the individual and thethey are. They see Government not as only one part of the
individual's family. It seeks to give people some feeling of jigsaw but as interventionists and as the whole part of the
self worth. If that is wrong, and | do not believe it is, | will jigsaw.
go to the next election and quite happily lose, because | Inthe time available to me, | want briefly to illustrate that
would have lost knowing that | had lost for something inpoint in respect of tourism. The Government believes—as,
which | believed. | believe, does the Opposition—that tourism is one of the
I am quite sure that on this side of the House there arevays ahead, one of the ways in which to earn greater
many, if not all, members who feel exactly as | do. Membergprosperity for our State in the future. A couple of weeks ago,
can criticise what we are doing—and that is the legitimatd attended a conference at Cairns using my parliamentary
role of the Opposition—but | think Opposition members will travel allowance, which was quite legitimate and on which
find that on this side of the House we are doing it not becausareport will be duly forwarded to the parliamentary Library.
we think it will get votes but because it is what we truly | hope theAdvertisergot that quite clear. | discovered thatin
believe needs to be done. August, one month alone, Cairns had 250 000 visitors.
Of all the criticisms that may be made of politicians, of Taxicab licences in Cairns sell for $330 000. That contrasts
people in different political Parties, one is not valid; that is,with $130 000 for a cab licence in Adelaide and $160 000 for
to say that this Liberal Government is not committed to aa cab licence in Melbourne. Generally speaking, people do
cause and that it does not believe in what it is doing. Nawot pay more for something than it is worth, so | can only
matter how we proceed down the track, | believe that yoususpect that if they are prepared to pay $330 000 for a cab
Sir, know as | know, and as all other members on this side dicence in Cairns there is good money to be made by driving
the House know, that we are committed to trying to do theourists around Cairns—250 000 visitors in one month | think
right thing for South Australia. speaks for itself.
I would hope that in his rhetoric and his vacuous com- | am not suggesting that South Australia will ever quite be
ments the Leader of the Opposition will pause long enougla Cairns. We do not have a reef or a tropical wilderness on



536 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 11 October 1994

our doorstop. They are things we can never quite match, byiicture could be seen of their lack of interest than the fact that
we can—and | have heard the Minister for Tourism and thet a number of the Estimates Committees only one member
Premier say this—get a greater share of the tourism dollaaf the Opposition would be present while three Government
Another and more important thing that we can do is to get irmembers would be present at the questioning of a Minister.
on the tourism industry. | point out that there is only one In a number of areas, one of which | will highlight later,
place in Australia that has a chair of tourism at a universitymembers opposite made up a number of issues just for that
That is something which we as a Government could sponsgrarticular occasion. They had looked for a juicy issue to run
through private sector tourism operators. As a Governmemith without worrying about whether they had any facts.
we could get together with the tourism industry and say tdVhere was the Opposition’s fiscal plan during this period
one of our universities, ‘Why don’t you sponsor a chair offrom 25 August to 8.30 this evening? There was no fiscal
tourism?’ plan for the next 12 months or long-term plan for the next
It is something for which the Government could act asfour years. The Leader of the Opposition came in here and |
facilitator, and which the tourism industry would see as beinghought that at long last we were about to hear the Opposi-
in its very good interest to pay for. It would then bring to tion’s fiscal plan for the next four years and, in particular, the
South Australia a new industry, a strong and developingiext 12 months—its alternative budget. However, what we
industry, which would understand the market and trairheard from the Leader of the Opposition was political mumbo
people. Like our hotel course at Regency Park, it couldumbo. He said that we should have a bipartisan approach, but
provide people of world-class standard to service the worldstraight away he ran off to the media with a press release. At
In other words, rather than looking only at bringing touristsno stage did he come forward with a fiscal plan. As he said,
here let us look at industries in which we can train people tdt is easy to criticise—and that he did—but at no stage did he
serve the tourism industry, and let us look at establishing aome up with an alternative budget.
chair of tourism in one of our universities, not with Govern-  During the budget process and the Estimates Committees,
ment money but with private sector money. Let us then trainve came up with the parameters. We said that the growth rate
people so that South Australia has the best trained peopltgr South Australia would be 3 per cent to 3.5 per cent, that
first, to use here but certainly for export around the world. the unemployment non-public sector growth rate would be
Lest members opposite think that we cannot do it, I1.6 per cent, that the inflation rate would be 3 per cent, that
remind them of our friend Dr Hemmerling. Dr Hemmerling interest rates would vary from what they are now to the end
took over the Grand Prix as a public servant at the behest of the period by 1.5 per cent. At no stage during the budget
the Government. We paid him a considerable amount gperiod or the Estimates Committees did one member of the
money, and when some members of the Economic an@pposition question those parameters, and nor did they put
Finance Committee asked why, the answer we were giveup any parameters of their own. Therefore, it can be assumed
was that he was the best in the world. If we can train the beghat they agree with the parameters that the Treasurer has set
Grand Prix organiser in the world, we can set up a faculty irfor the budget and our plans.
one of our universities and start to train tourism people, and We then had a look at the basics of the budget, which
undoubtedly we can train the best in the world. We can dshowed that the interest net costs for the next financial year
exactly what the Premier said and make South Australia would be $920 million. The Treasurer also said that the debt
world leader. The Premier and the Government are wellevel for South Australia, including unfunded liabilities of
ahead, and are doing it very well, in information technology$4.3 billion, is basically, at the present stage, 40.6 per cent of
and a whole lot of areas. Tourism is another area on whicross State product. But the Opposition did not oppose those
we must focus. Perhaps we will never be quite the attractiofigures. At no stage did it put in its basics. All the way
of Cairns, but we do have some unigque resources. Kangardbrough, since 25 August until now, it was well aware of and
Island is one great instance. | conclude by saying that itn agreement with the parameters and also the basics of the
Denmark the stretch of water between an island and theudget, the starting figures for the budget.
mainland is treated as a highway and therefore a subsidy is At the start of our first budget we said that the underlying
applied to all vehicles. That might be worth considering fordeficit would be $300 million. That was not refuted by the
Kangaroo Island. Opposition. At no stage did it come up with an alternative.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Becker): Order! The Given our parameters and basics (excluding asset sales,
honourable member’s time has expired. The member fdpecause they are an unknown quantity) we then set our
Mitchell. objectives. From that, our objectives were: in the
1997-98 financial year our underlying deficit would change
Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): Itis a pleasure to follow the from a $300 million deficit to a $36 million surplus; and, as
member for Unley, having listened especially to his ideas o percentage of gross State product, our debt would be
tourism. At about 8.30 this evening | listened to the LeadeB4.1 per cent, which includes unfunded liabilities. They are
of the Opposition and | thought to myself that at long last wethe objectives that we set down in the budget. At no stage did
were about to hear a constructive positive approach to théne Opposition, or the Opposition Leader at 8.30 tonight,
budget from the Opposition, at long last we were about to seehen he said, ‘We will try a new approach, an approach of
a different approach than we have seen from membem bipartisan, positive, constructive Opposition,’ say that those
opposite to the Estimates Committees and the budget withbjectives were wrong or incompatible with the future of
regard to their nitpicking on little issues and trying to be South Australia and the growth of South Australian business.
negative. | refer also to their approach during the EstimateEherefore, we have to assume that he feels they are the right
Committees where there was no real fiscal examination of thearameters, basics and objectives.
budget. They did not get into the nitty gritty of the budgetand  The third part of the budget involves the means to obtain
give it a close examination. There appeared to be a total ladgkose objectives. Included in the budget and associated with
of interest in the budget in both their budget speeches anealth was our casemix policy, and in that area we are
guestions during the Estimates Committees. No greatdooking for an expenditure reduction of $35 million. Basi-
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cally, this was the only time that Opposition membersgains, otherwise other forms of cost cutting must occur
criticised our budget, and they criticised the means. They salbecause the budget must stand; we must have fiscal and
that those costs would affect the quality of life for certainmanagerial responsibility.

people in the electorate. They also said that we did notworry  On 6 September, the new Leader of the Opposition talked
about budgeting for pay increases. But, if they had read thgbout the impact on small businesses and the fact that land
budget document, they would know very well that we saittax has gone up. He seems to forget that, not long ago, he was
that we did not allow for pay increasper sebut, if any pay  responsible for a Government that increased land tax in this
increases were to occur, they must come out of productivitgtate by 37 per cent. He also discussed the fact that asset
gains within the department or they must look at furthersales were not included. Our budget basically says, ‘We will
reductions in the rate of staffing levels. They failed to realiseeach our objectives by these means associated with proper
that Labor Governments, both Federally and also irfiscal management. The asset sales, if they occur in the

Queensland, have embraced the idea of casemix fundingheantime between now and the 1997-98 financial year, will
which is the trend for the future in respect of health funding give us a much better outcome.’

Opposition members then looked at education, which is  1he member for Hart. who | thought was one of the few
another means of obtaining our objective. They criticisedpempers of the Oppoéition who had anything close to
some areas of our policy; for example, we proposed gsiness experience and who | thought would at least give
$22 million cut in the area of education. They criticised thegyme form of contribution to fiscal management with regard
need for school closures. At no stage has any member of thg oy aiternative budget, was also left wanting. He said that
Opposition asked people who live at Mitchell Park and whosg; a5 wrong for us to rely on contributions from authorities.
children go to the Tonsley Park Primary School, ‘What dogq the past 10 years the previous Government relied upon
you have to say for the future of children at that school Who g ntributions from authorities. He said that we would lose
because of population reductions, are faced with the fact thafy 7 mjjlion from the Pipelines Authority once we sold it. He
there will be only four classes and four teachers?’ The qualityyjieq 1o realise, or he did realise but he failed to mention in
of education will suffer at that school not because of budgep;s speech, that with the sale of the Pipelines Authority we
cuts or policy decisions of this Government but because gfyq|d reduce debt which would, in turn, reduce the interest

changes in that community as a result of the upgrading ofost and that would save us more than the $17 million
Housing Trust units. As a result of that, few children in that.qntribution from the Pipelines Authority.

area will be able to go to that school. At no stage did

Opposition members address the problems—they simp% Earlier today, the member for Hart also said that this was

dishonest budget, and he made a comparison between our

criticised. At no stage did Opposition members come up wit reasurer and the Federal Treasurer. | put it to the member

a means to obtain the objectives. That is a pure failing on th .
part of the Opposition, which has been quite evident in ever dr dt'eig m‘;‘t duengﬂte%g?;eg; mg Eggﬁtrfl Ksea;lrjég[“?'gf rt]lc())tt
facet of the budget since 25 August until now. Basically, no .

alternatives have been forthcoming from the Opposition. addressjng the debt levels of this country, we are fgcing an
This evening, we heard from the member for Playford tha}"'créasing balance of payments on an ever-increasing spiral
! which will create ever-increasing interest rates. As a result of

his excuse was lack of time. How often do we hear inthose increasing interest rates, the effect on South Australia
business and in the public sector, ‘I didn’t have time to do it?’ 9 '

The member for Playford received his copy of the budget O'){vill be horrendous, because the $920 million net interest that

25 August. He gave a speech on 6 September; he gaveWae are paying will be double what it is now.

speech on 11 October; and he still uses the excuse of lack of Mr Brindal interjecting:
time for being unable to put forward the means to meet the Mr CAUDELL: The effects on interest rates will be
objectives. The member for Playford was well aware of théhorrendous. The Leader of the Opposition referred to the
basics, because he was a member of the previous Govergvel of debate, an improvement in the way people carry
ment; he was a member of the Economic and Financthemselves in this House and the level of unsubstantiated
Committee; and he knew the basics of this State with respeéttacks of a personal nature. He referred toAaivertiser
to debt and interest costs. As well, he knew the parametegyticle which quoted Archbishop lan George. | will address
that we would face in the oncoming financial year. Yet duringArchbishop lan George later when he comes to my electorate.
this period from 25 August to 11 October the only excuse hd here are a couple of things | will gladly take up with him,
could put forward was, ‘I didn’t have time.’ As far as | am because we have a common interest in a particular area which
concerned, he has run out of time. The electorate should nge will discuss. | wish that sometimes he would stick to those
longer give him time. Decisions have to be made to reach thearticular religious issues.
objective of getting the State back onto a proper financial Mr Brindal interjecting:
base. o Mr CAUDELL: Exactly, he is my Archbishop: I will
We heard from the new Deputy Leader of the Oppositiongjadly have a discussion with my Archbishop. Given the

the member for Ross Smith. His only approach to obtaining eader's comments tonight, | wonder whether he will take the
the objectives and dealing with the means was to talk aboyhember for Spence aside and give him a little bit of advice
back-door taxation. He went on with the rhetoric of sayingon parliamentary etiquette. During the Estimates Committees
that there was a two year wage freeze. The member for Rogge member for Spence was guilty of unsubstantiated
Smith, the current Deputy Leader of the Opposition (and | sagttacks—one could say fabrication. In the Estimates Commit-
‘current’ because it all depends on how much the knives argse of 20 September the member for Spence asked the Chief
sharpened by the member for Playford), talked about the twgystice:
year wage freeze. He knows very well, and it has been spelt - . . .

The Opposition understands that a magistrate in the Magistrates

out, that. Itis not a wage fre_eze. The fact is that we have nc&ourt has been off work since August 1993 and has 92 outstanding
appropriated for any wage increases in the budget papers, sRigments that have been waiting more than 12 months since the
any wage increases must be obtained through productivitijhal hearing of the case. What does the Attorney propose to d®
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Mr Brindal: Did the member for Spence do that undercommunity, eventually those schools were closed—not

privilege? necessarily on the basis of financial efficiency. There is no
Mr CAUDELL: He did this under privilege, and then the way you have to make the kinds of compromises in educating
member for Spence went on to say: students in a school of so few in the metropolitan area. You

I will provide the Chief Justice with the name of the magistratehave to do it in the country areas, but there is no way in the
concerned but, if the magistrate has been off for more than 1Pnetropolitan area you have to make those compromises. It is

months and if there are 92 outstanding judgments, | would havgetter for all concerned—students, parents and the entire
thought that someone would know something about it school community—if those schools are closed, amalgamated
At the end of that evening when the truth had finally surfacedgr whatever the euphemism is at the time. | think the Labor
the member for Spence said: Government was constantly berated for doing that. The

Earlier today | told the Committee: number was about 70 schools over 11 years. The Labor Party
The Opposition understands that a magistrate in the Magihas no problem with that policy.

strates Court has been off work since August 1993 and has 92 . ;

outstanding judgments that have been waiting more than 12 Mr Caudell: | was talking about now.

months since the final hearing of the case. The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | am talking about now.
By ‘off work’ | meant not being on sick leave but not hearing the The difficulty is that, when you reduce the number of
cases, thatis. . . teachers not just because there is a drop in the number of

Previous to that the member for Spence said that he coukfudents, but when you overlay on that the budget cuts that
name the magistrate and that the person had been off work fétis Government is making, you have a difficulty: that is
more than 12 months. Further, the member for Spence saidhere you will have conflict within the school community.

.. .'offwork’ . . . the magistrate was writing judgments and not 1 e Labor Party will be supporting those school communities
hearing cases— in attempting to maintain schools where the number of

He was hearing cases, but he had not been off work—but Hgachers have been reduced because of budget cuts and not

had been sick and the honourable member could name hirurely because of a reduction in the number of students. The
He continued: Opposition has no difficulty with the problem as far as it

However, | have now checked the matter further and the membeqoes' f le of i hat h h
for Norwood was right to criticise me: | believe the claim of 92 | réfer now to a couple of issues that have caught my eye

outstanding judgments that have been waiting for more than 12ver the past few weeks while we have been discussing the
months is exaggerate . . budget. First, | congratulate our new Leader and Deputy
The member for Spence has carried on in the same mannkegader. | have known both these people for many years and
that was criticised by the Leader of the Opposition in sayind know that they will make a great contribution to the Labor
that he has been told constantly by citizens that they are sidRarty in opposition and in government. Both people are
and tired of politicians bickering and using Parliament as &0ung enough to retire young having been in government for

vehicle for vicious and often unsubstantiated personal attack8.considerable number of years. They are both people of great
Mr Brindal interjecting: skill in quite different ways. | do not think there is a more

Mr CAUDELL: In the Estimates Committee of 15 Skilled political member of Parliament than the Leader of the

September, the member for Spence referred to the memb@pposition, and the organisation skills and the people skills
for Adelaide and asked the Minister for Transport, regarding@f the Deputy Leader have been well known to the Labor
a road closure in North Adelaide: Party for 20 years. _ o

Does the Minister consider that, as a North Adelaide residentand _Contrary to the actions of members opposite, itis not my
as a sister-in-law of one of the originators of the closure, namely, Dwont, every time | stand up here, to congratulate people on
Armitage, she has a conflict of interest in handling this matter? my own side. Never in my period in this Parliament have |
The member for Spence used the Estimates Committee figard so much crawling from members opposite to their
make an unsubstantiated attack. Ministers. It was quite disgusting, and it will get them

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Becker): Order! The nowhere—and properly so. When | congratulate people on

honourable member’s time has expired. The member foihis side, it is something that is well meant.
Giles. | also want to say a few words about the Hon. Chris

Sumner, who was replaced in the Legislative Council today.

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Giles): Thank you, |do notbelieve that the joint sitting was the appropriate place
Mr Acting Speaker. May | say welcome to the ranks of thos¢o make long speeches about the Hon. Chris Sumner: |
who have announced their retirement. | know that youthought the day belonged to the Hon. Terry Cameron, who
Mr Acting Speaker, will find the next three years particularlyhas replaced him. | just want to say a few words about Chris
interesting as you gaze upon those who are striving to buildvhilst | am on my feet in this debate.
a career in this place. It is a wonderful feeling to have that It is traditional to say nice things about people who have
career behind you. Whilst we wish all these fresh faced neveft the Parliament and, largely, | believe that most people
people well, we know that they have a daunting task tavho leave the Parliament quite properly have nice things said
emulate our feats in this place, and | can only say good luckbout them, because people who spend some time in the
to all of them but even better luck to the likes of us. Parliament by and large work for their constituents very well

Before commencing my few remarks, | refer to somethingndeed. But the few things | want to say about the Hon. Chris
that the member for Mitchell said. The member for Mitchell Sumner | believe go beyond the traditional things we say
seems to think that the previous Government kept schools iabout people who have left Parliament. | came into the
the metropolitan area open where there were only sufficieritegislative Council of this Parliament in July 1975 with the
children to warrant four teachers. | inform the member forHon. Chris Sumner and a number of others. Only the Hon.
Mitchell that that was not the case. The then Labor GovernAnne Levy is left of that team, known as the Class of ‘75, in
ment had no difficulty in speaking with the entire schoolthe Upper House. | left there in 1985 and came to this place.
community. With the agreement of the entire schoolComing in with Chris Sumner was quite an experience. Chris
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was number six on the ticket, a position that was not certaiflavour of the month in health is casemix funding. | agree

to be elected in those days (I think number four on the tickethat, if you want to reduce patients to merely economic units,
these days is no certainty, but number six then was noasemix funding is the vehicle to do that. But | have some
certainty), but | understand that he was pre-selected on thgrave reservations about how it will work in practice, because
basis that he had done a lot of work for the Labor Party, stoodick people are not economic units and they ought not to be
in a number of unwinnable seats, and also had the advantageduced to economic units. But | am afraid that they are; that
of being a lawyer. At the time, there was no lawyer in theis exactly what is being done today.

Government in the Legislative Council. It is not as if we do not have some examples from other
He was successful. We had a very successful election: sgtates of the problems that can be created by casemix
were elected and Chris Sumner was one of them. | am fynding. The apparently simple solution of casemix funding
couple of years older than Chris but, nevertheless, he taugy all the supposed ills in our public hospitals has been tried
me a tremendous amount. He was one of the most generoygite extensively in Victoria, and the hospitals there have,
people | had ever met. He was extremely generous with higuite properly in my view, been described as a basket case.
time for people who required advice on various mattersThe Federal Minister for Health, Dr Lawrence, has kind
usually legal advice and technical advice on Bills. He nevethings to say about the hospital system in some of the other
stinted in responding to anything that we asked. From a vergtates, including, obviously, in these days, the Liberal States,
early parliamentary age he developed a style that was vemyt the hospitals in Victoria are described by Dr Lawrence as
forthright. He had a way of putting a point of view very g pasket case.
strongly, but he was enormously good humoured and tolerant ~5camix funding will create problems of its own in

and did not ever stoop to being personal or to attacking,gpita|s hut, coupled with budget cuts occurring at the same
individuals as '”.‘"V'd“?"s- he attackeq vigorously the PO"C'e.S(ime, in some hospitals there will be absolute devastation. We
they espoused if he did not agree with them. In my view, hig,ye seen this week about 60 hospitals in South Australia
retirement is probably one of the biggest losses that the LaboLsing to sign the agreement with the Health Commission.

Party has suffered in a long time. Those hospitals are not signing the agreement because they

Many notable people have left the ranks of the parliamenz . happy with casemix. They are saying that casemix is a

Lary L.abo(; Eart%/ overlghe past few ygars, none of wh(;]m Willyseful tool; do not go over the top with it and certainly do not
e missed by the parliamentary Labor Party as much as the,,nse hudget cuts at the same time. Over the next 12 months

a policy or a very strong point of view that, if he was elected
to the Legislative Council, he should stay there and no
attempt to move to the House of Assembly. | always thoug
that was a foolish policy, and in 1985, when we had so

standard that people in South Australia expect. It will simply
hot work. Articles in the press have demonstrated that, in
Mictoria in particular where casemix is going full bore, the

o eSS . M&ffects on hospitals, particularly country hospitals (which
difficulties in the seat of Whyalla, the policy changed very concerns my electorate), are quite devastating. | quote from
quickly, apparently, in the Party office, and they could not get, 1o cent letter in thAustralianas follows:

me to stand quickly enough. But had Chris Sumner come to ) ) ] )

this place | have no doubt that at some stage he would have !N rural Victoria, particularly in the western part of the State, little

. . communities are grimly fighting to maintain their hospitals. They
been Premier of this State, and a very good one too. know that once those hospitals are closed the continued existence of

Over the past 20 years | have met many members Gheir farming towns becomes precarious. Unfortunately, the Kennett
Parliament, both State and Federal, and | have met most Government has failed to understand that, while its target may be the
the prominent ones from top to bottom. In my opinion, Chrisefficient provision of hospital services, hospitals in themselves
Sumner is the best all round member of Parliament that | ha\%rowde many more benefits than just medical services, particularly

. . . small communities.
met. It has been a great privilege to work with him and, as |
have said, | have worked with some very prominent peoplel'hat explains quite clearly some of the dilemmas that will
None was better than Chris Sumner. | wish Chris, Suzi anéfce this Government, particularly in the country. In Question
their family well. Chris retired of his own cause and, as | say,Jime today, in answer to a question from the member for
I think everyone in the Parliament thought it an enormoud-lizabeth, the Minister of Health mentioned a hospital in my
loss that he went. But he did go with some reluctance. | thinielectorate, the Whyalla Hospital, and said that it had had the
he knew that it was time for him to start another career—thalpiggest ask of any hospital in South Australia and was happy
this stage of his career was to all intents and purposes ové® comply. That simply is untrue. The Parliament was misled
| wish him well in his new career, whatever that may be. |by the Minister: it is S|mply untrue. | can assure the Parlia-
have no idea what might happen in the future: who knowsment that the Whyalla Hospital is not happy with those
But whatever it is, Chris will be an asset to whateverbudget cuts—the largest in the State.
organisation he joins or works for, and | know that Suziand We understand that there are special problems in the
the children will appreciate having him home at a moreWhyalla Hospital and | support the Government in dealing
civilised hour. with those problems. We cannot operate and fund a 200 bed

Those comments took a little longer than | intended hospital and staff it as a 200 bed hospital when it averages
although it was well worth it, so in the time remaining to me only about 70 patients. Whatever configuration or alteration
I will necessarily be brief on a couple of issues of the dayis required to the hospital to bring down the cost relative to
First, | refer to casemix funding, which is very fashionablethe number of patients, | support—and support the Govern-
at the moment. We have all seen these fads in public expendinent doing that. | have no problem with that, but at the
ture over the years, and you have to ask yourself at som&hyalla Hospital the Government is imposing huge budget
stage, when you are reminded of them, whatever happenedts which, for the first time in the history of that hospital,
to a particular program, because they come and go. But theas created waiting lists. In response to a question from the
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member for Elizabeth in the Estimates Committee, thesupport for or an understanding of the importance (particular-
Minister said that there were no waiting lists in Whyalla. I ly to the South Australian economy) of our agricultural base,
assure the Minister that the surgeons are sending theut | am sure that the Federal Treasurer was trying to make
patients into my office, complaining that they now have toa little light of it when he indicated that the massive lack of
wait many months for space in the hospital and theatresncome we will have nationally because of the drought will
where previously they could have that space in a matter dadffect growth by only .25 per cent.
days or weeks at the outside. That has meant that the In the areas of health and education, the budget outlays
surgeons now have waiting lists because of the reduction iprojected for 1994-95 reveal that, whilst the Government has
funding to the hospital. To suggest that casemix is the answérad to make cuts (and everybody knows the reason for that),
to everything is wrong: it is not. these important areas have not had the hit that many people
There are still severe reservations about the casemikought they may well have had. In fact, the budget outlay,
system, and to overlay on top of casemix the severe budgas borne out in the Estimates Committee, indicates that, out
cuts that are happening will ensure that dozens of hospitatsf the whole of the budget of about $6 billion of the State’s
in this State will not be able to cope with their budgets. Eitherevenue that can be allocated, about 19.14 per cent will be
there will have to be a severe reduction in services or thepent in the area of health.
Government will simply have to make supplementary funds That is quite a significant amount of money. It was
available during the year, which means budget blow-outs. interesting today to hear the new Opposition spokesperson—
believe that the present fad of casemix being the answer &nd | congratulate the member for Elizabeth on being given
everything will be seen for what it is—a gross overstatementhat position—asking Minister Armitage about cuts to health
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Becker): Order! The expenditure. She forgotto remind members in this Chamber
honourable member’s time has expired. The member fothat when the Labor Party was in Government it cut funds to
Mawson. the country hospital at McLaren Vale, which is in my
electorate, by something like 60 per cent—something that
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Itis a pleasure tonight neither | nor the people of the south will forget.
to follow on from the member for Giles. In the shorttime |~ Next, we examined Education, which still got 27.75 per
have been in Parliament | have always been keen to listen teent of the budget, and that is quite a large slice. | was
the honourable member, because undoubtedly he would ertunate enough to be a member of several Estimates
one of the very best speakers in the Opposition. He makes@ommittees, being on some because | was on the portfolio
fair bit of sense most of the time, and it was particularlycommittees for those Ministers and on others because | had
interesting to hear what he had to say tonight because it reallyeen invited. The portfolios involved included Tourism;
confirmed the observation that | had made during thedousing, Urban Development and Local Government
Estimates Committee, which was simply that the OppositiorRelations; Environment and Natural Resources; Family and
could not put a glove on the Government. When you se€ommunity Services; and Employment, Training and Further
someone with the ability and experience of the member foEducation and Youth Affairs. In the Education area it was
Giles battling tonight to bring up an issue, it reinforces howgood to see that the balance sheet did not show cuts across the
good the budget is for South Australia. board. In fact, in some areas additional expenditure was
The budget, as we all know now, was thoroughly workedallocated, particularly to the early years of education,
through for many months before it was finally presentedbehaviour management programs and the maintenance and
having involved careful planning and a lot of community minor works areas.
consultation. This was supported by all the documents that | would like to spend a couple of minutes addressing the
came out showing forward estimates, budget expenditure, amdaintenance and minor works areas. As a South Australian
so on, during the two weeks of Estimates Committeecitizen, it is deplorable to see what has—or has not—
hearings. Whilst unfortunately we have, as the member fonappened regarding this State’s public assets over the past
Mitchell pointed out, quite a large underlying recurrentfive, six or seven years. Year after year, less and less money
budget deficit, at least we can see from the budget documeritais been spent on minor and capital works maintenance. One
and the Estimate Committee debates that the Brown Goverpnly has to travel around any electorate—and my electorate
ment’s plans are on track to effecting an economic recoveris no exception—to see that many of the Government’s
for this State. buildings are very shabby and need millions of dollars spent
We all know that the terrible drought we are currently on them to restore them to an acceptable standard.
experiencing in South Australia, as is virtually the whole of It is good to see that, in the area of Education, Minister
Australia, will have a large impact and will put us back oneLucas has recognised this and allocated additional money for
to one and a half years in our recovery program, given thahaintenance and minor works during 1994-95. One of the
we are looking at about $500 million less income for thisareas that | have a particular passion for and in which we are
State from agriculture for the 1994-95 budget period. It isblessed with having a very good Minister is Environment and
unfortunate that that sort of natural disaster can put a Statel$atural Resources. Before each election, we see in the press
economy so far behind, but the positive side is that we havthe Labor Party really getting out there and trying to woo the
a Government here with many strategies in place to offsetote of the environmentalists, and one would have thought
these problems, whilst realising the importance of agriculturethat that was an area in which the Labor Party had a particular
in particular, to the South Australian community. interest and would have spent some time in questioning the
It is interesting to listen to the Federal Treasurer’s claimMinister for the Environment and Natural Resources.
that growth nationally will reduce by only .25 per cent—from | thought it was amazing that the Opposition did not really
an estimated 4.5 per cent to 4.25 per cent—because of tipait any effort into assessing that portfolio area. The only
drought. We all know that the Labor Party in both the Federatonclusion to be drawn from that is that we are three years
and State spheres, particularly in this State over the past feftom an election and that the Opposition must think that the
years, has not shown a lot of passion, consideration dobby groups are not paying attention at the moment, so it
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will not spend too much time on that portfolio area, but that,ing the Advanced Certificate in Urban Horticulture and the
when we get a little closer to the next election, it will put in Land Management Certificate.

some ‘warm and fuzzies' and try once again to woo those Returning to the matter of capital works and maintenance,
voters. Mr Acting Speaker, this Government is not about thatt was disappointed to see what happened in 1993-94 and
this Government is about short, mid and long-term plannind 992-93 before we came into Government. | am not throwing
in all portfolio areas and in making sure that we havea brickbat at the Opposition here: | would throw the same one
sustainable plans for Environment and Natural Resources. W the Liberal Party if it had been neglectful in this area. It
know that a lot of work is needed in that area: because ofvas disappointing to see, when it is one of the few ways a
degradation, work is needed in parks and other areas. It w&overnment can directly create jobs through capital works,
good to see considerable sums of money being applied to attidat in many portfolio areas budget moneys allocated for
new initiatives being shown for environment policy areascapital and maintenance works had not been spent. That
during the Estimates Committee. should leave a sour taste in everyone’s mouth, particularly

| want to talk now about youth initiatives, something thatWhen we know how difficult it has been over the past year or
is very important in my electorate. We seem to have two larg8V0 to create jobs. For the life of me | cannot understand
groups—one comprising senior citizens and the otheyvhat the Opposition, when it was in Government, was doing
youth—who need a lot of support, infrastructure andWith respectto thatissue. o
facilities. In the south during the past couple of years we have One of the reasons why the Opposition could not throw
had high youth unemployment. | am not very proud of thaf glove at us during the Estimates Committees was that the
situation; it is something that | hope, as a member of thi®udget was well thought out and planned. The Opposition
Government, we will be able to remedy over the next four to’¢e€med to be more involved in deals within the factions
six years—and it will certainly take four to six years to during the two weeks of the Estimates Committees than in
achieve, because these deep-seated problems cannotaséually doing some work on sourcing and having a close
solved in a short time. look at the forward estimates. In fact, that seemed to take
. - . __nearly all its energies at times: members opposite were
It was gratifying to hear Minister Bob Such announcing having more meetings in the corridors and back rooms over

very good job creation programs, some of which have already - : : .
been successful and others which are budgeted for with t%]gsrrjﬁiltce)rel Sdeal than they were having about the Estimates

strategies now in place to create jobs for our youth, not the Of course, not very long ago | heard about a retired

least of those programs being the one involving the allocatio
of 700 places for traineeships within the public sector. Durinj&(aderal Labor member who had come over here to reset the

. . enda for the Labor Party and who spent quite lot of time on
the Estimates Committees | was pleased to see other aregs: - :
where we are recognising our youth, with policies an iews and so on. There was a lot of hype in the press: the

T abor Party had learnt its lessons and it would come back and
initiatives put forward to further enhance and develop thefisten to ﬂ?é people of South Australia. That sounded very

youth—the future of this State. - .

) good. Of course, as Liberals we have be doing that for some
~ Most members of this House have heard me speak manjne. One thing that we have certainly learnt is that we will
times about the importance of the wine industry and benefitsnsure that we continue to work very closely with the broad
of the wine industry, viticulture, horticulture and floriculture ¢ross section of the so-called grassroots people of this State—
for the electorate of Mawson. When asking the Minister ahe people we are here to represent. | am very pleased to see
question from page 546 of the Financial Information Papethat the Liberal Party has a policy that allows the community
No. 1 about the status of rural and horticultural programs ajg pe involved in its endorsements and does not allow
the Woodcroft campus of the Onkaparinga institute, | wasackroom deals to go on. We now have Rex Phillips from the
very pleased to hear of Woodcroft TAFE’s success in rurabTy talking about running as an independent against Trish
and horticultural programs. The programs running from thisy/hite, who with a bit more factional strength was able to be
campus have indeed been very successful. In fact, this yeaghdorsed for the seat of Taylor. We have seen Terry Cameron
viticultural programs have attracted much attention from winesworn in today as a reward for his efforts and so on.
growers and have resulted in 25 wine growers committing The sad part is that, when one talks about rewards for
themselves to on-the-job training for long-term unemployedfforts, in the short time that | have been in this place | would
people. have thought that if anyone should be rewarded for their

Of the 15 participants in the first program, | was pleasecfforts it is the member for Playford. After the member for

to hear that 11 completed the course and that all wer6&iles, the next best person whom I can see, who is obviously
employed by the time of their graduation. That is an outstanda lot younger and who will end up with at least as much
ing result and one of which | as the member for Mawson anexperience and ability, is the member for Playford. Yet, what
very proud. | look forward to seeing more development inhappened? | understand that the honourable member worked
these areas. The current program, which involves a further 1t try to bring in some of these new members and at the first
students, is shaping up to be as successful as the first. Prigpportunity they threw the big knife at him and he did not get
to the completion of the second program, 50 per cent of thap as Deputy Leader. The honourable member has got on
participants have been guaranteed employment. That showsth his work and members can see that he is happy enough
how important TAFE is, providing practical education andto do that, because he seems to be one of the members on that
practical training and getting on with the real job of looking side who really does get into his electorate work. | guess it
after and putting young people into full-time, satisfying andis a great gain for us having the current Deputy Leader of the
rewarding jobs. | would like to thank Rosemount Estate Opposition. However, | am sure that the member for Playford
Seaview Wines and Southern Vineyard Contractors for theiwould have been a much stronger opponent for us than the
involvement in this area. | look forward in future to the urbanmember who has been endorsed.
horticultural industries for the southern metropolitan and Then, of course, we saw the Leader of the Opposition
Fleurieu region providing those certificate offerings, includ-racing from one Estimates Committee to another grabbing
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about five minutes of the spotlight while the press were there The health budget was cut by $32 million—the largest
and then we did not see him for the rest of the day; he wasingle blow to any Government department. A further $33
gone again. He is talking about making all these changes amdillion will be cut from the health budget, again over the next
lifting the image, accountability and codes of practice and séwo years. It was interesting that a week or so ago on ABC
on. | hope that the Leader of the Opposition does thatradio during an evening program | heard the Minister
because it would be a pleasant change. We have beamswering questions from callers. One of those callers talked
appealing for that to happen over the past 10 or 11 months—about the cuts in the health system and asked the Minister
lot more bipartisan work to get on with the job of getting thisabout possible cuts in services. The Minister answered that
State going. | hope that it is not just rhetoric and that thequestion and said that what people needed to understand was
Leader of the Opposition gets behind us. that the Government was elected with a huge majority to fix
In conclusion, | would like two points recorded tonight. the economy. However, he omitted to mention that the
Itis a pity that | could not have said goodbye to the previougsovernment also made a number of other commitments, and
Leader of the Opposition—the member for Taylor. My that when electors voted for the Government last December
understanding is that he had to leave early. As | said earlielt was not just the first half that they were looking at but the
itis pretty clear that the Opposition could not put a glove orwhole package. The Liberal Party’s health policy of
us because of the job that had been done in terms of careflecember 1993 states:
planning. | understand that was one of the reasons why the e will allocate an additional $6 million annually to public
push came so early. Of course, the same thing happenedtbspitals [and we will] retain within the health system all savings
the Legislative Council, where the best operator on theenerated so thatincreased funds can be provided for direct patient
Opposition benches was also pushed. As he said, he still wa§"'ces:
not sure in his heart whether or not he should be going.  Of course, he did not say that to the caller who rang in that
The greatest point on which to finish this Estimates debataight.
is to refer to an article on the front page of today's news- |n the Estimates Committee the Minister's opening
paper. Itis headed ‘South Australia sets pace in export drivestatement was that, in fact, $34.3 million would be returned
and it states: not to the health sector as the policy document states but to
South Australia’s economy has been buoyed by figures showingreasury. So, we enter this financial year with unprecedent-
it leading the national export drive and job vacancies surging to &d—and | use that word deliberately—cuts in relation to our
four-year high. State health budget at the same time that that sector is
That does not mean that we have hit the racing position yetindergoing unprecedented changes, both in the nature and the
| do not think there is a member on this side who believes thagpeed with which they are being implemented.
we have. However, it does clearly mean that this Government |n the two weeks that | have held the shadow portfolio |
is on track. Yes, there will be hiccups and things will go uphave been inundated by people who run hospitals, by health
and down, but the important thing is that it will be on angroups and by community health groups across the board.
inclining curve and not a declining one. That is backed up byrhere are enormous concerns. What concerns me is the glib
all the budget and Estimates documents that have been puiplies of the Minister that everything is okay, that those
forward. The accountability is there not only in a financialpeople who can meet the budget are efficient, that those who
sense but also in a public sense, and | am very pleased annot are inefficient—end of story—and that everything is
have been involved in the Estimates Committees. honky-dory. | believe that is not the case and that the Minister
needs to take heed of that and make some changes.

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Housing, Certainly, the introduction of casemix together with the
Urban Development and Local Government Relations):  restrycturing of the Health Commission, the introduction of
I move: the contestability policy, and the issue of privatisation—in
That the time for moving the adjournment of the House beparticular as it relates to Modbury Hospital but, of course, as
extended beyond 10 p.m. it may relate to other hospitals and other services—are
Motion carried. happening. What | am hearing from hospital administrators
around the State is that not only are they reeling in relation
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): | would like to start by to budget cuts but they are also trying to come to terms with
thanking the member for Mawson for his congratulationscasemix, and things are just not coming together.
However, | feel that | should make a slight correction to the | will go further into the matter of casemix shortly, but |
point he made in relation to the Labor Government's makingvant to mention also that during the Estimates Committee the
cuts to the hospital system. If he had read the AudiMinister mentioned that $34.3 million had been carried
Commission report he would have noticed that it stated thabrward from the Health Commission budget for 1993-94 and
we funded the hospitals too much; we were above averagiat $10.8 million of this money had been set aside to meet
again. That is probably what drove this Government to makeurther cost pressures. He made the point that this was good
the biggest cuts across all Government areas in the healfihancial management, and | guess it was. Just last week,
sector. nurses across Australia had an award increase of $8 a week.
I have been the shadow Minister for Health for only twol heard the Minister mention that it would cost up to
weeks and itis an enormous area. | will describe some of th10 million to implement that award increase. My point is:
things that | have done in those two weeks and some of thiéwe have $10.8 million to meet further cost pressures, surely
information that | have received from all around the State thathis is what it should be used for. The Minister needs to be
disturbs me greatly about what is happening within our healtihonest about that rather than attacking nurses who | believe
sector and some of the things which | think are of greatre among the most dedicated and professional workers in our
concern and as a result of which | believe we will suffersociety. He needs to come clean on this matter—the money
consequences far into the future. is there, they deserve their rise and they should get it without
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being castigated as people who are destroying the healtind able to care for an elderly relative. Our lifestyle has
system, which is what the Minister has been doing. changed, and we find that many elderly people have to go
| would like to talk about casemix. As | said, | have beenhome from hospital and look after themselves. This might
in the job for only two weeks and there is a lot more for mehave been okay if the infrastructure support in the community
to learn about this, but these are some of the things | havead been set up and merged with the hospitals to ensure
picked up. People have said to me that they agree with theontinuity, but that has not happened, and that will cause
principle of paying health units according to the services theproblems.
provide. | have no problem with that. | believe we need to be | have received a letter concerning this issue. A woman
accountable and efficient, and that we need to be funded omrote to me about her father who is 74 years old. He has mild
the outcomes that we deliver. That is a move that has beedementia and diabetes. He had to go to hospital because he
happening across all parts of the public sector in recent yeargad a fall at home and broke his leg. She describes the fact
It is not a new thing. It may be new in respect of the healththat he went to hospital with a swollen leg and he got ulcers,
sector, but in other areas of the public sector that is the wayhich of course tends to happen when you are older and not
in which it has been moving. However, having said that, ther@s healthy, and you do not recover as well. She goes on to
are many concerns about this formula. It would be fair to sapay:
that when you are bringing in such a massive change issues casemix and economic rationale in general are responsible for
are bound to arise. That is why it is important to pace that soiGeorge going home too soon each time from hospital and this has
of change so that you can work out some of these things arjgd to further injuries and discomfort for George and his family that

; ; trying to support him. If George had had full day nursing support
do the best you can to sort things out before you launch |nt§j[ home until he had recovered and learnt how to manage alone with

it holus-bolus. ) ) his new disabilities he would have avoided the repeated trips to
| refer to a document printed by the Hospitals and Healtthospital.
Services Association of South Australia, which states:  There is more in that letter, but it makes the point that there
Itis apparent that the time frame in which casemix was preparedre issues that a bald formula does not address. These are the
and Igtrodlaced Wt’;\f t?ﬁa”yhunrlfalflstlcd-dThe I?lroble"gs tbemgl teépef"rssues that a lot of people across our State in the cities and the
enced are due not to the shock of sudden change but result direc ;
from the opportunities to provide training and the inadequat%)bunf[ry are V\.Io.med about. It concerns me when I. talk to
ospital administrators who are not usually particularly

infrastructure required to implement the system. )S ) - ¢
. . militant. They throw up their hands and say things like,
The document goes on to detail some of the madequatg\/e,” just have to wing it and hope for the best’ The

infrastructure, which these bodies are trying to grapple WmMiIIicent Hospital said that they would not sign their

m?(;lremgzzﬁr?:é hlﬁo?c?mgtrlloeroelj(gll}rtligé ltto rt?s:tiltoa?r? d l?hcé(lsé agreement because they just could not do it. It concerns me
v, P ﬁlhen the Minister pours scorn on such hospitals and says that

of cgders. :(ttarl]ks atlmoTt the bencﬁlmark pric? that has beet ey cannot possibly be right. Perhaps what the Minister
used to make the calculations on the groups of operations al . Lo -
procedures. It says that the price that has been set by trti(?]gdhsefg Sooslcs)l\t/% t,[?:r;o the hospitals, work out their issues

Government is neither fair nor efficient, and that it has been Another big issue that concerns peoole is the restructurin

set to enable the Government to make the cuts that it needetl;ith health 9 ¢ | referto al t? Ip ived today f g
to make. A number of these bodies have said to me thap ¢ eath system. 1refer to a leter recelye oday from
instead of actually determining a fair and equitable price an(‘fii woman from Booleroo Centre..She states:

working it out for each hospital, the Government has worke Last Tuesday | attended a meeting called by the board of the

: : ooleroo Centre Hospital. They very rightly felt it was important to
backwards from the cuts it wanted to achieve to get th form the community of proposed changes to the health system.

benchmark price, which is why so many hospitals are in s@ver 200 people attended that meeting. The general feeling was

much trouble. extreme concern at the inadequacy of information being given to
There are a number of other issues in relation to casemifealth services about exactly what is entailed in these changes. What

. . . . eemed even more serious and disturbing was the pressure being

especially in relation to older people and casemix. A num_birought to bear on hospital boards to sign a legally binding service

of people have contacted me, and | will cite some practicadgreement which is designed to limit the type and amount of services

examples of those in a minute. The problem with baldour hospital will be allowed to provide.

formulae is that they need to be handled carefully, becausgne |etter continues:

they do not take into account .SpeC|a| needs. Flgure_s and Apart from the gross inequities it seems this system will create,

formulae do not account for special needs that are areality fqfave two very specific concemns:

many people. For older people there are things such as the (1) As a member of a small community | feel extremely

fact that they come to hospital with multiple problems. Theydisadvantaged and endangered by having my health care choices

are not easily categorised into one group for funding purlimited in this way.

. (2) Attracting doctors to small country hospitals is difficult
poses. Sometimes they have many problems. They takg, o asitis. This restriction will make it even less likely a doctor

longer to recover from an operation. As we know, thewiil be willing to come to a place where he/she will be told that
casemix model encourages a higher throughput of patientse/she cannot practice or carry out certain procedures or in specific

Older people take longer to recover, and there is more of areas/fields.
chance that they will be pushed out at the other end of thewill not go on any further, but that person goes into more
production line before they are sufficiently recovered. detail about the fact that there needs to be a lot more discus-
Another matter that has been raised with me is that theion. People say that things are happening too fast, that they
throughput model of pushing people through the system iare not being consulted, that the consultation periods for
based on the expectation that people can be cared for in thdar-reaching changes are one, two or three weeks when
home. This again is especially an issue for older peopléoards meet only on a monthly basis, and that they are
because lifestyles in our community have changed, and farorried that the rug is being pulled from under their feet and
many older people there is not the support that there used they will be left with diminished services. Again, the Minister
be once upon a time when members of families were at homieas said:
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Now that casemix is bedded down, we will be able to getonto At a recent school council meeting at the Salisbury East
restructuring the department. High School, I was being quite honest when | told the school
The Minister must be in fantasy land if he thinks casemix iscouncil that there was no way | could be a teacher today: |
bedded down: many issues need to be addressed. Of courg@uld be frustrated at trying to impart knowledge in some
the issue of privatisation also comes in on top of this. Therénstances where students were not only not interested in
are huge concerns in the Modbury community about what igaining that knowledge but seemed to be actively doing all
happening. | say again that the process followed by théhey could to make life as difficult as possible for their
Minister and the Government in relation to Modbury Hospitalteachers and co-students. | am continually amazed, not in a
has been extremely poor. positive way but in a negative manner, both by stories from

At the Flinders Medical Centre and the Hutchinsonmy wife who is still in the teaching profession and from my
Hospital at Gawler privatisation in the form of a private own experience as | move around schools, at what the
hospital provision and shared services is under way. Thogeaching profession has to put up with today. There is no
hospitals followed a process that involved consultation andoubt that teachers who work with students today are
open discussion over a long period of time, and that enablegktremely dedicated. They would have to be extremely
the ironing out of concerns. That has not been so in the cagkedicated to go about their tasks.
of the Modbury Hospital. We have to ask, ‘Why is this so?  Teachers today do not work from 8.30 in the morning to
Why are people afraid to discuss it openly and get a result i3.30 in the afternoon. | know only too well the amount of
which everyone can have a say and understand what work they do before and after school and into the evening in
happening?’ There are many concerns about that. their own time to make sure that they are in a position to

Mr Bass interjecting: assist the students as much as they can. People not only in my

Ms STEVENS: It is not surprising that rumours are own electorate but throughout South Australia are fortunate
arising. When you are undergoing enormous changes, yd@ have an extremely dedicated teaching profession. A vast
have to give information and consult, then that will notmajority of that profession are exactly that—professional—
happen. and are doing a wonderful job of doing all they can to assist

| want to mention briefly community health services. Theour young people to gain a good and proper education.
health system is so vast that it is impossible to talk in much  SAIT is the union which allegedly represents the teaching
detail about many aspects. | want to mention one counsellingrofession. Itis interesting to note that this year its member-
service in my own electorate, the Para Districts Counsellinghip is down by about 50 per cent because of the changes this
Service. This service has been operating for 30 years in tHeovernment has brought in, first, by removing compulsory
Elizabeth area and serves people in Salisbury, Elizabethinionism and, secondly, by making it necessary for the
Munno Para and Gawler. It has a very large volunteeinstitute to get out and do some work for a change to keep its
component and a relatively small number of staff. This yeamembership. The institute is finding that, because it has been
its budget was cut. a political union (and we have only to look at the fact that its

It asked for a budget of $211 000, which it received theSecretary ran in the last election, spending $100 000 of
previous year. This was reduced to $200 000 before it werigachers’ money because she had the grandiose plan of
up for consideration as a budget line, and then it was cut bpecoming a member of another place), its political activities
afurther $50 000. The reason it was given was that it was n@re now catching up with it. It is finding that teachers no
a health service. So far, it has not been able to get any clear@nger want to be a member of the union or a part of the
clarification on that, but it is a health service in that it doegpolitical activities it is undertaking.
counselling in grief, relationships, anxiety, depression, sexual This leads to another point: there is no doubt that teachers
assault, substance abuse, domestic violence, personal growéi¢ genuinely and rightly concerned that the necessary cuts
personal empowerment and financial counselling, and it dodlse Government has had to make in the budget have impacted
a whole lot of other things. The Government's policy laston education. However, in percentage terms, they have
December talked about supporting community healtimpacted on education far less than on any other area.
services. Here we have one that has been very successful, blitfortunately, one impact is that in some schools class sizes

funds have been cut. will be incr.eased.
In relation to primary education, only 25 per cent of

Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): 1 wish to talk about educa- schools will be affected: 75 per cent are not affected. In the
tion, because there is no doubt that in my electorate educati@econdary area, the impact is greater. As | have gone around
is a key issue: there are 22 schools within the electorate afthools since the budget was brought down, teachers have
Wright. | wish to commend the teaching profession as axpressed to me their concerns that the budget cuts will affect
whole and the individual teachers within those schools in théhe way in which they will be able to work with the students
electorate of Wright for the work they are doing. | startedand provide the education that they so desperately want to
out—I will not say how many years ago—as a high schoobprovide. | give the teachers in my electorate absolutely 10 out
teacher. In those days, | really enjoyed teaching. | wad0. They appreciate that the Government has a major problem
fortunate to be sent to the Murray Bridge High School, andn its hands, a problem not of its making and a problem
it was an absolute delight to work with the students at the topvhich, unless this Government addresses it, would have made
end of the secondary school system. However, in those days go down the gurgler. If this Government had continued the
| found that the students wanted to learn, and the wordrend up until the last election, it would not have been able to
disciplinary problem | had to put up with was occasionalprovide any education at all, because there would not have
chatting or someone not doing their homework. When | lookbeen any money left.
back on the life | had in those days, it was very much easier Teachers—and | give them full marks for this—are aware
than the life teachers have today, even though the class sizefthe reasons for the changes to the formula that determines
were huge. | had one class of 45, and | was trying to teacthe number of teachers in any given school. When | have
senior school mathematics. talked to teachers about the impact, they have listened and
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accepted that actions were necessary. However, SAIT came | commend those teachers for the approach they have
out just after the present Government was elected and maadglopted. As | have said, they have an unenviable, thankless
all sorts of scare claims. It alleged that the Liberal Governtask, a task which | personally would no longer be able to
ment would sack 3 000 teachers and close a couple afndertake. Unfortunately, the work they are doing in
hundred schools. | might say that in the electorate of Wrighproviding an education and a grounding for the future life of
at the last election | bore the brunt of typical Labor Partythe young people in South Australia today is something that
tactics: in the week or two before the election, letters went outends not to be recognised. It certainly tends not to be
to residents in the area around the Keller Road Primaryecognised too often by parents, because | find as | move
School saying that, if a Liberal Government were electedaround that parents are blaming schools for problems that are
Keller Road Primary School would be closed. SAIT and thethe parent’s responsibility. They are blaming schools for the
Labor Party ran that campaign. Immediately after theproblems of vandalism and graffiti. In my own electorate
election, SAIT and the Labor Party ran a scare campaigthere is presently a problem at the Golden Grove Village
about the number of teachers that would go, the number @&hopping Centre. The blame is being put on the Golden
schools that would be closed, and so on. Grove High School, and that is most unjust, because the

All that did was to create tremendous concern within myvandalism and graffiti attacks occur well outside school
electorate, concern which | have now been able to completelyours. But because the people undertaking these activities are
allay. | have been able to go back to Keller Road Primaryoung, people are saying that they are from Golden Grove
School and give assurances that the school will not be closetligh School and that Golden Grove High School is not doing
As was pointed out to me by the principal of that school, thewvhat it should be doing.
damage has been done. Because of the scare campaignThatis most unfair, because | know how hard the teachers
undertaken by SAIT and the Labor Party in putting aroundand professional staff at Golden Grove High School are
the furphy that the school was to be closed, a lot of parentworking with their students to do all they can to overcome the
have put their children into other schools. Keller Roadproblems. It is so easy for some parents to turn around and
Primary School is now suffering because people had thatay it is the school’s fault instead of looking at themselves,
absolutely unwarranted fear that their school would be closedheir own home life and what they are doing or not doing for
because parents did not want their children in a school thaheir children. Until we overcome the teacher bashing by
was to be closed, they moved them elsewhere and exacerbabme parents and other areas of the community, we are doing
ed the problem at Keller Road. However, | have been able tthose conscientious, hard working teachers an injustice. It has
give that school the assurance that it will not be closedbeen pointed out to me that at present the morale in the
Salisbury East Primary School was in a similar situation. Iteaching profession is low, and part of the reason for that is
was very fearful that it would be closed, but the Governmenthat, in some instances, teachers will have larger classes and
has been able to give assurances that it will not be closed.more difficult jobs.

SAIT has acted most irresponsibly in the way that it put | believe that one of the most significant reasons for the
out this scare campaign. | give the teachers full marksow morale of the teaching profession at present is that
because, once reassurances were given that schools would tedchers feel they are under attack from every quarter. You
be closed and once we were able to talk about the rationatenly have to listen to the radio, the news services, and so on
behind what the Government was doing, the reaction | hatb hear spokespersons from different areas saying that schools
from the vast majority of teachers—and | think | can safelyshould provide training to overcome this or that problem. For
say from all teachers except those who are active uniogoodness sake, schools are there to provide an education for
representatives within the schools—was, ‘Okay, what weur students. Teachers cannot be expected to provide the
have now is a situation where in some schools we will havanswers to all life’s problems for young people.
one less teacher than we would have had under the old | will conclude my remarks on the important issue of
formula.’ The teachers have asked, ‘What is best way we cagducation by saying once again how much | admire tremen-
go about overcoming this problem and still providing the bestiously the work that the teaching profession is doing within
possible education for the students in our school?’ the community. | admire the way in which teachers have said,

Golden Grove High School is an excellent example. | give'Yes, life will be more difficult for us.’ But they have not just
the principal of that school full marks for the approach he hagshrown their hands up in horror and said they will not do
adopted. He rightly has advised the parents of studentsnything: they have said, ‘Okay, they are the parameters we
attending Golden Grove High School that the change in th@ow have to work under. We are determined to get out there
formula will impact on the subjects available to students irand provide the best possible education for our children.’ |
that school. What he has said in his newsletter to parents iplace on record tonight my admiration for the teachers within
‘Do not worry about these changes. We at the school argy electorate and the work they are doing.
confident that we will be able to come up with a positive
resolution to our problems.’ He assured the parents and the Mr VENNING (Custance): Before beginning my
students that the school was working to provide the besemarks on the Appropriation Bill | want to note the retire-
possible education with the resources available to it. ment today of the Hon. Chris Sumner. He has been a very

In my electorate | have found that the teaching professiogood, longstanding member of this Parliament and, irrespec-
has said, ‘We do not like what has been done. It will impactive of politics, men of such calibre should be recognised. He
negatively on the education we are able to provide ouwill surely be missed. Also, | do not want to be political but
students. But at the same time we accept that there wasl aant to comment tonight on the retirement of the Hon. Lynn
problem. The Government has taken a decision and we wilrnold. | found him to be a particularly honest, straightfor-
now work within the new parameters.’ Despite the fact thatvard man and very frank with me. | felt very sad indeed that
it will make their already hard job harder, they have said theyhe decided to retire. | think he retired a little early, and | hope
will work within the new parameters and they are determinedhe was not pushed, because | thought that the Hon. Lynn
to provide students with the best possible education. Arnold was a very credible, very honest man. We knew
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things about each other, having done much in commotitle, world heritage and all those things standing in the way
together, and | appreciated the trips he made to the countrgf the tremendous potential our State has in the minerals and
where he got on very well with my constituents. energy field. | wish we could cut this resistance away. Our
It is very sad to lose a man of such calibre, even thouglsovernment is trying to do that, but the Federal Government
he was a member of the Bannon Government that put thiis in our way. If only a Hewson Government had been elected
State in a very bad position. | do not hold him particularly toat the last Federal election we would find tremendous
blame for that, even though he was a part of that team. | digrogress in this area. But the Federal Government is holding
not think that he had to resign, and | am very sad that he hass back. However, | am very grateful for the progress made,
gone. Parliament will be the lesser for his not being here. Therespective of these handicaps, and | give the Minister every
incumbent, the now Leader of the Opposition, will have to becredit for that.
a long time here and change his game considerably to be able The sale of the Pipelines Authority of South Australia
to fill the shoes of Lynn Arnold. In fact, we already have (PASA) is scheduled to be completed by the end of this year
indications that the Hon. Mike Rann has been born agairand the dividends will rise from $11 million to $17 million,
with the hint of the new image. But when you have thea $6 million increase to the State coffers, but the best thing
baggage the honourable member has, it will take a lot tabout it is that it is @ move in the right direction; it is a
change. A worm never does a full turn and a leopard neveapositive result. We are forging back. Rather than seeing loss
changes its spots. upon loss and devastation upon devastation, we are actually
| congratulate the member for Ramsay on becoming theeeing some positive moves, and | applaud the many
Leader of the Opposition. No doubt he is an ambitiousdepartments now that are turning their budgeting around and
politician, and he has that position now. | wish him well but, showing positive results such as that. It is a positive although
no doubt, we will be very critical of him. If he cooperates not huge result at last; itis a move in the right direction. Only
with the Government in what is best for South Australia andb4 million is attributable to an increase in the transportation
he does not play the political game he has been playing in thgharge, so the rest of that has been an increase in business.
four years | have been here, | will give him credit for that. We have sold 160 petajoules of gas to ICI, which did concern
Also, | want to congratulate the member for Ross Smithme, but | welcomed it because it has not affected the possi-
(who I notice is in the Chamber tonight) on his rapid rise tobility of our getting a petrochemical plant in the future. | am
fame. He trod on poor old John and squashed him a bit, butill hanging out for that one, though, hoping that, when we
this game is like that. We do not have the factions in ouget our act together and we have that bipartisan support, we
Party that the honourable member has in his. We do not seegan eventually add so much value to our raw product,
to need factions. | am very upset, because | have got on veparticularly our gas.
well with the member for Playford over the years. He has The tioxide plant in Whyalla is something the member for
been on my property shooting, and he told me about youn@iles would know all about. | am very concerned that that
Ralph Clarke; about how he was coming into the place angroposal still hangs around without a result. | have noted that
would be of great value to the House. And look whatthe company is concerned about a continuing depressed
happened: the promoter became the demoted. Is this notnaarket, as the world market prices are not very good. Also,
strange place? Here am |, the member for Custance at tlilee company has a choice between Whyalla and Malaysia and
moment, while we all know that in the draft the seat ofis evaluating the best and most economic area in which to
Custance has disappeared. But | will serve the people giroduce. The Malaysian Government offers incentives, which
Custance right to the next election, whatever happens—arlir Federal Government does not offer. How often have we
it may be ‘Custance’s last stand’. | am sad to be told that keen this? Once again, we trade with our hands behind our
will be losing the right to represent the greater part of myback. Our farmers have been doing this for 30 years and now
people. However, | live in hope of being spared the ultimateour miners are doing it because we are unable to give
sacrifice, first by the commission or secondly by the electorincentives to these companies to set up here in South
ate. Australia. If any region in Australia needs jobs and needs this
I note that during the Mines and Energy Estimatesplant, it is Whyalla.
Committee, which | had the privilege to attend, the member | know that the bigger the plant the more workers who will
for Playford made a very good opening speech and referrdie there and the fewer votes we will get, but is that not the
to the change in the Australian Labor Party’s nuclear policystory of Tom Playford and how he built South Australia? He
saying that he was going to Hobart to win the day. We knowcreated jobs; he created Elizabeth. He brought General
what happened: it was a good speech but he did not win tHdotors-Holden’s here and got this State rolling. It did, in
day. Itis a disgrace, and all in this House agree that we justffect, cost him Government, but that did not worry him. He
cannot wear this three mine policy of the Federal Labor Partywas an honourable man and he built this State up. Itis a pity
Sadly, our Labor colleagues here did not have the strengttat we do not have more of that style of politics here today.
and did not win the day in Hobart. | wish that the honourablé/e really need this type of industry, and it is a disgrace that
member could have convinced his Federal colleagues, but lnge cannot get out there and say to the Malaysians, ‘We want
did not. this industry and this is what we will do for it We are doing
The exploration initiative in this State continues and wenothing, and if that tioxide plant goes to Malaysia | will be
continue to get results. Aeromagnetic surveys are beingery disappointed. Any industry for our regional centres in
carried out, and | give the Opposition credit for beginningSouth Australia must be sought after—and sought after with
these surveys. | am being very charitable tonight, because vggeat zeal, energy, effort and resources. We need that plant.
must give credit where credit is due. It is just a pity that thel offer this company every encouragement that | can to come
Opposition could not deliver an open mine uranium policy.to South Australia.
There is so much potential: we have so much production and | said in the Estimates Committees how critical a position
so much value there, but this whole matter is now becomingve were in because of the weather. We were within a week
bogged down in bureaucracy and politics. We have nativef total devastation in this State. Six days passed, and we
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were blessed with approximately 10 millimetres, or 40 pointswithin the department, causing massive upheavals. Many
of rain across the State. It gave us a few more days to hopepartmental officers did not know what was their role or
for a reasonable result. Much of the State, but not all of itwhere they were going. We then had a change of Govern-
received rains amounting to about 20 millimetres. Parts of thenent. We have dual management in the department under
peninsula, areas near Port Pirie and the Mallee missed olRISA and SARDI, and that has been confusing. The previous
There was an inch virtually across the State, and now 10 daydinister, Lynn Arnold, set this up. I do not know why he did
later you would not believe the difference it has made. Thehat, but he has left us a dilemma and, until we can solve this
crops are far from average, but at least the farmers can get omanagement problem, it will always be with us. The Minister
there and have options: they can cut hay, for instance. This getting close to solving it. When you have people in the
general feeling among the rural people is so much moreegions like Clare with 14 employees, some employed under
positive and they have so much more faith that they caPISA line and some under SARDI, in the rural research unit
continue on. it is very confusing.

In this game you seem to just get over one problem and The decision was made under the Clare operation not to
you have another one. Who would have thought that weestructure and move field crops into Clare. Personally | was
would have the horrendous frosts that we have had in the pasbt happy with that decision, but the Minister stated clearly
week? So many areas of the State have been frosted outthiat we could not afford it. | accepted that but am very
speak of a belt of land extending from Port Pirie throughdisappointed that the work done by the previous Minister
Wanderah and Port Broughton to Bute. They lost almost alvith all the effort that went in was not proceeded with. | hold
their legumes with the frost, experiencing a 100 per cent wipéope for the future that, when we get the system up and going
outin some places. They are trying to recoup their losses bgnd have spare funds, we will again look towards continuing
baling their pea straw and making hay out of it. However, itthat project.
is amazing what rain in this State can do to people’s attitudes Many other projects at the moment are giving rural people
in such a short time. Unfortunately, when you think you aremuch confidence. The farm hand operation is a direct hand-
out of the woods the weather gets you again and you are badgt to battling farming families. It is a fantastic gesture by
where you started. people, charities and the Federal Government to hand money

As the Minister said today, the prices offered for our ruralto battling farmers without a means test, by simply making
product are very good, but this brings me to the next concera telephone call to a councillor. They know who are the
| have: they are so good that this country could be short obattling farmers. Up to $12 000 can be granted, and many
food. Who would have thought that of Australia? The farmergeople are giving so much time, effort and money as
and bulk handling authorities throughout Australia do notvolunteers for the project. The Adelaide Central Mission,
hold the supplies they used to hold. In biblical stories theynow Mission SA, is helping as well, because we have a lot of
used to hold enough grain in the gallery for the dry times—hardship in the rural areas.
for three years. We have not been able to afford to do that and Referring to the agricultural bureaux mentioned in the
have not had the carry-over stocks. Now this country iEEstimates, | am glad that the Minister has recognised them
perilously low in food. We say we can go and buy it, but asas being vital to the extension of our research work in South
soon as we go on the world market what will be the pricesAustralia. As long as | am in Parliament | will ensure that that
from whom will we buy and what will we buy? It is just as activity is at the forefront of the department’s operations. |
well that South Australia grows as much wheat per capita awelcome the programs the agriculture bureaux are able to use
any State in Australia by pure luck of the weather but also byo assist researchers through crop rotations and the right
good farming practices, thanks again to the department. rotations group.

It worries me that we have to put away reserves notonly When we have had an average of 7.5 to eight inches of
for the animals (much of the animal livestock is fed in feedrain this year and have crops that could yield up to a tonne an
lots) but also for people who have got used to eating onlycre, that is unbelievable. It is unheard of anywhere else in
prime hard wheat, bread with the maximum crust and thehe world to grow such crops with so little rain, and it is
maximum rising in it. Our people are very spoilt, always possible because our farmers are so smart. They are smart
being able to eat the premium product. The way we are goingecause they have been trained by our departmental people,
we will only have feed wheat left. Try to make bread out ofincluding people | have named previously, such as Reg
feed wheat: it is more like damper than bread. It may comérench and Albert Rovira. They are clever people, and this
down to that, but not likely. information has got down to the farmers through agricultural

In future we have to provide the finance to encourage oupureaux, which have played a large part in the extension of
boards, the handling authorities or our farmers to store graiwork and helped with the trialing. The proof is out there now.
for the years when we do not get a crop. With drought likeAnybody going up those roads will see pretty good crops.
this right across Australia, New South Wales and Queenslang/hen you consider that we have had 7.5 to eight inches of
are facing horrific situations, half of Victoria is just as badrain, when the average is 16 inches, it is fantastic. | pay the
and three quarters of South Australia is reasonable. It is néfighest tribute to our extension workers and departmental
average, but not far away from it in many areas. We have tpeople. Although they may have low morale, | want them to
make sure that we do not go through this process again. Wenow that we as Parliamentarians appreciate what they have
have to put away the acorn, as the squirrel would say, for theone, because the proof is out in the paddock. | have pleasure
day when we do not have any food. It could be a serioush supporting the motion.
problem.

In the Estimates Committee, the Department of Primary Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): | will
Industries and its low morale was referred to at length. Thisry to keep my comments brief because my colleagues on this
matter concerns me greatly and it was discussed at lengtkide have done their bit in exposing a number of points of the
The problem is that, under the previous Government (I anGGovernment’s hypocrisy with respect to its budget for the
not being political) we had an extensive review (an ODR)forthcoming 12 months, as was further exposed with respect
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to the Estimates Committees. | was fairly impressed with thenight have supported a different point of view to himself, he
Estimates Committees (it is the first year that | have been omcurred their respect. They knew that when he told them
the Committees) by the level of work done by the varioussomething he meant it and that he would stick by it, and he
departments and by some of the Ministers. | cannot speakrgued from a position of principle.
about all Ministers, as | was only on several committees that As the current Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative
were held. Council put it, or it may have been the Hon. Anne Levy in
The Hon. S.J. Baker interjecting: another place this afternoon, he will be a person sorely
Mr CLARKE: The worst performance, unfortunately, missed in this Parliament. | will not speak any further on
was by the Treasurer, but he had to defend the indefensibféhris Sumner. | could go on for ages, but | would merely be
with respect to his department. repeating—
The Hon. S.J. Baker interjecting: The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
Mr CLARKE: His interjections strain my good feelings member is really under a misapprehension. The Chair has
towards him at this late hour. | also place on the record—antleen very tolerant for the past six minutes. The subject is
it does come under the Estimates in so far as salaries foeally the budget as it emerged from the Estimates. | ask the
parliamentarians and the like are concerned—my appreciatidronourable member to return to that.
for the work of Lynn Arnold, our former Leader and aformer ~ Mr CLARKE: | appreciate that, Sir. | address this issue
Premier, and a member of this House for some 15 years. | had the sense of the budget line for the Parliament, Sir.
the pleasure of working with Mr Arnold only from Consequently, if one draws a very small bow one can see the
11 December. In so far as the Parliament is concerned,donnection. | welcome my colleague, the former State
found him extremely honest, forthright and a pleasure to worlSecretary of the Labor Party, Mr Terry Cameron, who today
with. | found that to be the case when | was President of th&vas appointed in Mr Sumner’s place. | will speak more of
Labor Party for 12 months, ending in August this year, anchim at another time. He has been a great supporter of mine,
when he was the parliamentary Leader of the Party. Durings | have been of him. He is a person we will hear a lot more
this time | had a great deal to do with him. Within the forumsof within this Parliament over the years. Members opposite
of our Party many difficult issues had to be confronted andwill regret his entrance into the Parliament on the basis of the
unpalatable decisions made amongst the heartland of oabilities and skills he will bring to work on behalf of the
constituencies, in particular the trade union movementLabor Party and which will assist in driving the usurpers from
Nonetheless, he put the interests of this State first andffice.
foremost in his deliberations, notwithstanding the flak that he | turn now to WorkCover. During the Estimates, the
copped from some of our supporters, in particular in ouMinister half hinted that there would be a review of those
heartland. injured workers who have been on WorkCover benefits for
It is very easy to play up to your constituencies, yourmore than two years, as part of the drive to reduce costs. The
natural supporters, but the real test of statesmanship—udiifficulty | have with that is that the Government’s approach
statespersonship | guess these days, and particularly thisa knee-jerk reaction. There are a number of other steps to
week—is being able to stand up to those you most likegontrol the cost of WorkCover, and the most fundamental and
admire and respect and say, ‘I believe that in the interests gieemingly the most obvious would be to reduce the number
this State and our community we should take a decisionf claims in the workplace. | do not believe that we should
which is at variance to the point of view of those who havetear away at our social fabric and in particular WorkCover by
been our strongest supporters.’ | believe that that is the mattelling those individuals who are in most need of support that
of atrue statesman. Lynn Arnold displayed that, particularlythey can be thrown on the scrap heap and reduced to living
in his time as Leader of the Opposition and Premier. on social security payments rather than on income mainte-
I now turn to the former leader of the Legislative Council nance as part of WorkCover. This is particularly important
for the Labor Party, Chris Sumner. | do not want to gogiven that in 1986 the trade union movement, on behalf of
through his history, which my Leader went through in greatemployees in this State, agreed to forgo common law claims
detail, and properly so, at the time of the joint sitting of thefor negligence on the part of employers in return for income
Parliament early this afternoon, when we elected his succegaintenance.
sor. Suffice to say that | have known Chris Sumner since A simple example is workers from non-English speaking
1968 when | was an 18 year old activist within the Youngbackgrounds. They make up a significant proportion of blue-
Labor Association. He appeared at my parent’s house whemllar workers in industries which are most susceptible to
I was living at that time. | think | was actually 17; | have agedinjury. | believe that WorkCover should establish an advisory
myself by one year. He was the campaign director for Terrcommittee of persons from non-English speaking back-
McRae, a former Speaker of this House. | had the pleasugrounds. Last Thursday | attended a conference in the
to be Chris Sumner’s campaign director for the then seat dVorkCover building. It was conducted by the Multicultural
Torrens in 1973 and have had a fair bit to do with him overand Ethnic Affairs Commission and looked at injuries in the
the years in his parliamentary career. workplace amongst employers from non-English speaking
In one sense | would put Chris Sumner in the saméackgrounds. As a person from an Anglo-Saxon background,
category as Lynn Arnold with respect to his dedication to theculture and language, | did not appreciate that in Australia we
State. He was never a member of any faction in the Labonave 50 or more different phrases for the term ‘Keep Out'.
Party, and he was proud of that, as was Lynn Arnold. He waBor example, ‘Entry Prohibited’, ‘Danger’; and a red circle
able to achieve very senior positions within our Party not bywith a slash through it with a figure of a person indicating
being a member of any faction but by sheer ability, and bydanger and no entry beyond a particular point.
being prepared to say unpalatable but honest things that Those of us from an Anglo-Saxon background and culture
people would prefer not to hear but which he believed wereeadily understand the different phraseology and readily
in the best interests of the Party and the State. Rather thamderstand the signage and language used. However, if you
earning the enmity of other members of the Labor Party whare from Cambodia or Vietham, or from a range of other
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communities, what is depicted on a sign may not mean whatas a bystander in that exercise. He would have won far more
it appears to us to mean. One of the examples used bywates had he acted as a statesperson and welcomed the Leader
speaker at the conference was a Vietnamese worker who hafl the Opposition’s initiative and congratulated him for
his arm amputated after it was crushed by a machine in achieving what he could not achieve because he was not a
textile factory in Victoria. The supervisor said to the worker,member of the Labor Party in that exercise. Of course, that
‘Stay clear of the machine, okay.’ After the tragic accidentrequires an element of statespersonship that unfortunately the
the amputation of the arm and an interview with the injuredPremier is incapable of displaying.

worker, it was found that he interpreted those words as In conclusion, | want to raise the issue of the status of
meaning, ‘Stay put, okay. Now, that may seem to be avomen. Of course, we have had the conference held in
simple thing, but it can create an enormous cost to thédelaide over the past few days, and the Labor Party’s
community generally and more particularly to the injurednational conference decision to bring in a 35 per cent quota
worker. with respect to women members. We in the South Australian

| believe that WorkCover, by establishing an advisoryLabor Party are very proud because we introduced that rule
committee for workers from non-English speaking back-well before it became part of our national rules. We are not
grounds, could act proactively and not wait for people toashamed of bringing in that quota system.
knock on its door. The ‘Stop the Pain’ campaign currently  Of course, with the election of Trish White as the new
being run in the media is in the English language. To mymember for Taylor within the next few weeks we will achieve
knowledge it is not being run in the ethnic press and it is notind in fact surpass that quota—we will be the first State in
being run in languages other than English. Yet, workers fromustralia, so far as the Labor Party is concerned, to exceed
non-English speaking backgrounds account for 40 per cemite quota. | might add that the Labor Party in this State has
or more of the WorkCover claims in the blue-collar area. preselected women for safe seats. | note that, other than the

Itis those types of initiatives that | think WorkCover and member for Flinders and the member for Coles, if one looks
the Government could grab and thereby make significandt the rest of the rural rump within the Liberal Party one sees
inroads into accident prevention in South Australia andhat it has achieved nowhere near the preselection levels that
significantly reduce the cost of WorkCover without havingwe have achieved for women in the—
to cut the benefits to those long-term injured persons. Mr BASS: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker.

An honourable member interjecting: Of what relevance is this to the matter being debated?

Mr CLARKE: 1 will certainly be following that through. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member is
I'was at that meeting, and | will be taking it up with the quite correct: it has very little relevance to the debate.
Minister. | am not in any way criticising the Minister. Heand ~ pMr CLARKE: It has a lot of relevance. The Minister for
| were at the same meeting but, because | am not a Ministghe Status of Women and the Government's decision to
atthistime, | was able to stay a little longer. He had to leavgypolish the budget line with respect to women's positions in
because of pressing commitments, and | make no criticisraach of the departments make it very relevant. That was a
of him in that respect. However, | will certainly take up the Government decision; and it was the subject of questioning

issue with him. ) _ _at the Estimates Committees. So, my speech is on all fours
Another point that | would like to raise relates to Adelaidejn, that respect—

Airport. What surpr.ises me in relation to the extgnsion ofthe The Hon. S.J. Baker interjecting:

runway is the churllshness of the Premier on th_ls matter. The \r CLARKE: Of course, the Deputy Premier would be
Premier recently said that the Opposition was irrelevant and nharrassed. What we have demonstrated in the Labor Party,
all the rest of it; nonetheless he wrote to us asking fof g in particular at the conference, is how progressive we
assistance because we had a national conference of the Lalpgfe peen in this area, and what a bunch of troglodytes and
Party in terms of the privatisation, as it was termed, of 0Ufeanderthals the Liberal Party has been, not only in this State

major airports. Of course, we in the Labor Party in Southy, t elsewhere, with respect to recognising the role of women
Australia, despite the churlishness of the Premier, delivereg, o, society. We have been prepared—

for the people of South Australia. We will see a significant 1 grindal interjecting:
upgrade of Adelaide Airport, not because of any assistance, Mr CLARKE: Ifthe mémber for Unley wants to find out

advice, comfort or bipartisan support from the Premier, bu?/vhat a neanderthal is | suggest that he looks in the mirror and

purely because the Labor Opposition in South AUStr.a"ahe will see the perfect description. | am saying that we in the

S abor Party are immensely proud of the role that we have
Othken in this area. | am sure that the member for Coles would
congratulate us as well if it were not for the thuggery by the
ale-dominated Liberal Party, which would intimidate her
om being able to express those sentiments openly in this
ouse about the progressive role that the Labor Party has
ken in advancing women'’s interests and rights within this
arliament. What | also find very churlish is that the Minister
or the Status of Women in this Parliament does not even

put the interests of our State first rather than embarking
a political point-scoring exercise.

Of course, the Premier has forgotten that he won th
election in December and his comments are more attuned
those of the Leader of an Opposition rather than a Premier
this State. Rather than welcoming the bipartisan approach ?:
the Leader of the Opposition in securing this extension in thg,
interests of South Australia in respect of Adelaide Airport, I¢

remember only too vividly watching the Premier on thehave the courtesy, when she appears at these conferences, to

television news services commenting on what was happeniq% : o
h .récognise who brought the conferences to South Australia in
in Hobart and about the efforts of the Leader of the Opposig, fi%st instance: it \?vas a Labor Government

tion in that area. He said that the Leader of the Opposition : :

: . . Motion carried.
was looking extremely piqued and upset. With respect to a The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move:
vital part of our economy, as the Premier himself has T T ’
admitted, far from the Leader of the Opposition’s being Thatthe remainder of the Bill be agreed to.
irrelevant, the Premier looked totally irrelevant. The Premier Motion carried.



550 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 11 October 1994

Bill read a third time and passed.
ADJOURNMENT

At 11.10 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday 12
October at 2 p.m.



