HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1355

judicial independence and could not in any event be support-
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ed by the committee. | shall deal with those two issues

separately and then deal with some other matters of concern
Thursday 1 December 1994 to me and to the committee.
) Mr Phillip Smith, Chairman of the South-East Law
The SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at  Association, gave evidence in Mount Gambier. In relation to

10.30 a.m. and read prayers. obtaining criminal trials, he said that there was no difference
in time to get trials pre and post circuit magistrates. That did
NATIVE TITLE (SOUTH AUSTRALIA) BILL AND not support the submissions that not having resident magi-
LAND ACQUISITION (NATIVE TITLE) strates made a difference to the time of getting trials. In
AMENDMENT BILL relation to delays in civil cases, he said that the court registers

. . would need to be looked at to determine that because he

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Housing,  coyid not give evidence on that. The Chief Magistrate gave
Urban Development and Local Government Relations):  eyigence and, on the statistics that he had, which were
Im%:/aet.the sitting of the House be continued during the conferenctendereci as part of the evidence, there is no difference
with the Legislative Council on the Bills. E:g"t’ea% tg‘lzé'm"iﬁg ‘ljr‘?)tr??r'g%gl'g's in Adelaide, the South-

Motion carried. Mr D. Williams and Mr Oates from the Legal Services
Commission gave evidence in Whyalla, where they work for
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE: COURTS the commission. They were not able to comment on the effect
ADMINISTRATION on the administration of justice in Whyalla, as they did not

. . have a resident magistrate but, as | have said, the Chief
Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): | move: Magistrate said that in terms of the statistics that he has it has
_That the report of the committee on the Courts Administrationjgde no difference at all. Therefore, the thrust of the
(Directions by the Governor) Amendment Bill be noted. evidence of these legal practitioners was supported by the
Members will recall that on 10 March 1994 the member forChief Magistrate and also by Magistrates Field and Deegan.
Giles introduced his private member’s Bill. The Bill was thenNo other witness detracted from the conclusion that the
referred to the Legislative Review Committee for report andyithdrawal of resident magistrates has not affected the time
recommendation. The members for Giles and Gordon anfr getting trials.
yourself, Mr Speaker, gave evidence about the issue of | now turn to the second issue with which | want to deal,
resident magistrates and | thank all members, including yothamely, the terms of the Bill as proposed. The fundamental
Mr Speaker, for their contributions on that issue. principle of the Westminster system is the separation of
It seemed to me and to the committee that the submissiongwers: the separation of the legislative, executive and
of all witnesses were directed to the need in country areas fadicial arms of the State. Unfortunately, the Bill as drafted
have service at least equal to that in Adelaide and thand presented by the honourable member probably offends
metropolitan area. Fundamentally, the submissions werggainst that fundamental principle. Section 14A(2)(b) of the
couched on the basis that the system of resident magistratB#il empowers the Government to give directions to judicial
in regional areas be maintained. Members will know thabfficers as to where they should reside. At the least that
resident magistrates in country areas were abolished undgrovision is oppressive and at worst it could be used by the
sections 7 and 8 of the Magistrates Act 1993 on 4 Februargxecutive on the advice of Government to oppress particular
1994. As he is obliged to do, the Chief Magistrate consultegnagistrates or judicial officers. Of course, it also goes against
with the Chief Justice before making that decision. It isthe tenets of the Courts Administration Amendment Bill
somewhat ironic that the member for Giles, who is not in the1 994, which was promulgated by the Labor Party to give the
House, should move for the reintroduction of countryjudiciary independence.
magistrates when, in fact, it was he as Treasurer and his The whole thrust of the Bill that was referred to the
budget that ensured that the number of magistrates wa®mmittee is contrary to that. Section 14A(1) states that the
reduced from 38 to 36. courts should be properly accessible to the people of the
Both the Chief Justice and the Senior Magistrate said thatate. The wording of that section is so wide that the
ultimately the reason for the abolition of resident magistrate&overnment, on the advice of the Governor, could in its
was that the number of magistrates had been reduced from @&cretion direct judges and magistrates of all jurisdictions to
to 36. Fundamentally, it was a cost saving measure. Now thalo whatever it deemed necessary to ensure accessibility of
we have circuit magistrates the savings to the Magistratgseople to the courts. Once again, that goes against the whole
Court are about $180 000. The committee took evidence ithrust of the idea of making the judiciary independent, which
Adelaide, Mount Gambier, Whyalla and Port Augusta, withwas, as | said, the thrust of the Courts Administration Act
22 witnesses giving evidence and 21 written submissionamendment Bill. Of course, that independence is given by
being received. As to the report, the committee was unaniection 3 of the Courts Administration Act, which gives the
mous in its decision, which was supported by both Liberaktourts independence from control of Executive Government.
and Labor members, and | will summarise our findings. However, the Bill which is being proposed and which has
Based on the evidence and the submissions, the withdraveeen referred to the Legislative Review Committee has a
al of resident magistrates has not affected the level of servidhrust that is the dead opposite to section 3 in that Act. In any
in Whyalla, Port Augusta or Mount Gambier so far as weevent, section 7 of the Magistrates Act 1983 gives responsi-
could see. In any event, even if the level of services had bedrility for administration of the magistracy. Therefore, the
affected by the withdrawal of the magistrates, the committeproposed amendment to the Courts Administration Bill would
took the view that the Bill proposed by the member for Gilesnot enable the Executive to direct the magistrates where to
was too wide and probably offended against the principle ofeside.
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Having dealt with those two matters, | now turn to two  The committee paid careful attention to the detail of the
matters that concerned the committee and me in particulgproposal and is confident the design will provide an aestheti-
It was obvious from the evidence of Mr Robert Lawton, acally suitable and long-lasting bridge replacement capable of
senior solicitor in the Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement, meeting traffic demands for the foreseeable future. The
that Aborigines had some difficulty obtaining bail. He cited Department of Transport is proposing to replace the Port
the example of an Aborigine arrested on Pitjantjatjara land€Road Hindmarsh Bridge and improve adjacent intersection
taken to Port Augusta and kept in custody for a period of siapproaches. Those works form the next stage of the progress-
days. I might say that had that arrest occurred in Adelaide dve development of the north-west ring route: a program of
the suburbs he presumably would have been given bail th®ad widening and traffic management designed to provide
next day. | understand that the practice in the Iron Triangle circuit around the city and ease North Terrace/West Terrace
and on Aboriginal lands—and this would also apply in thecongestion.
suburbs in relation to the first matter | will raise—is that, Despite the heritage listing of the existing bridge, the
when a person is arrested, they apply for police bail; if thestructural alterations required to provide a safe and stable
bail is refused, the person goes before a justice of the peaceossing that can accommodate current traffic loads render
and applies for bail. retention of the existing structure impractical. The preferred

Itis clear from the statistics available that magistrates argolution is the construction of a replacement bridge in two
more inclined to grant bail than is a justice of the peacestages. The existing bridge will be carefully dismantled for
Generally, when an Aborigine is arrested on the Pitjantjatjar@0ssible reconstruction elsewhere. The committee also raised
lands, the JPs refuse bail. Police officers gave evidence abdifie question of the use of grade separation, the system of
this matter, as did the Chief Magistrate, and the committegeparating traffic lanes using subways or elevated roadways
has obtained an undertaking from the Chief Magistrate antp avoid level intersections. The committee was assured that
the police that they will ook into the proper application of the additional benefits of grade separation were outweighed
bail procedures by telephone. These procedures are availab®, the costs in this location. However, and importantly, the
as | understand it, but are not being properly implementedlew bridge design will be compatible with such works should
It was the view of the committee that proper procedureshey become economically viable in the future.
should be set in place so that people can obtain bail from a The construction of the replacement bridge will be
magistrate by telephone. One might add that this wouldendered to the private sector in the same manner as the
particularly apply to people living in the Iron Triangle arearecently successfully completed Port Road, Thebarton
and on the Aboriginal lands, because they are sometimégilway overpass. On 9 November the Public Works Commit-
1 000 kilometres from a courthouse or a gaol. That was €€ travelled to the site of the proposed Department of
matter of concern to me and to the committee. | hope that théransport Port Road Hindmarsh Bridge replacement project.
Chief Magistrate and the police will sort out that problem.At that time we were able to see at first-hand the problems
That is all | wish to say in relation to the report. | commendbeing experienced by traffic utilising that bridge. Those
the report to the House and ask that it be noted. problems are twofold: first, there are very long delays,

particularly at peak hour, for traffic using that bridge; and,

Ms HURLEY secured the adjournment of the debate. secondly, much of the heavy traffic is unable to use that
bridge because of weight constraints that have been placed

HINDMARSH BRIDGE upon it by the department to ensure that the bridge remains
perfectly safe for the public. So, committee members met
Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): | move: with senior officers of the Department of Transport and

during that tour were absolutely convinced that the existing
acilities are just not adequate and not able to maintain the
increase in traffic that is expected over the coming years.
Itis with pleasure that | move, on behalf of the Public Works |t should be borne in mind that the present bridge was
Committee, the recommendation for the construction of uiltin 1879, well over 100 years ago. It is of wrought iron
new Port Road Hindmarsh Bridge, due to the deterioratinglate girder design similar to five other bridges in the State,
condition of the existing bridge. It has been clearly demonand is listed on the Register of the National Estate and by the
strated to the committee, and | stress that, while the structurglational Trust of South Australia. It was widened in 1950,
elements of the existing bridge are adequate and perfecthd strengthening and alteration work done in the past has
safe for current traffic loads, the bridge is reaching the endompromised its heritage value, with much of the original
of its useful life and now is the appropriate time to create ayrought iron decorative detail removed over the years. It has
new structure to cope with increased traffic flows. not undergone any structural improvement since 1978,
Despite assurances from the department that no immediatkespite a significant increase in the level of traffic using it
safety problem exists, the fact that heavy loads are necessarépach day. The Department of Transport has examined a
diverted to other routes illustrates that the current situatiomumber of options for retaining and further strengthening the
is unsatisfactory, and the bridge represents a weak link in thexisting bridge in an attempt to retain its heritage value.
department’s ring route strategy. This has the two-fold effect However, investigations reveal that these works would
of increasing costs for users, and diminishing the public valusubstantially alter the remaining heritage elements of the
of the works already completed either side of the presertridge, could not guarantee its structural soundness, could not
structure. The committee is cognisant of the heritage naturer would not allow for the anticipated increase in traffic flow
of the existing bridge and took that very much into accountind would at best provide an extended life span of 25 to 35
during its considerations, but it is also fully satisfied that theyears. Of course, during those 25 to 35 years the current load
Department of Transport has explored every possibility ofestrictions would need to continue and, as traffic numbers
retaining or modifying the existing bridge, unfortunately build up, the already bad problems would become worse.
without success. Another option that would allow retention of the existing

That the report of the Public Works Committee on the Port Roa
Hindmarsh Bridge replacement be noted.
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bridge is to reduce traffic flow on that section of Port Road, Improved safety and traffic flow will provide greater
but this is clearly impractical and contrary to the keyconvenience, and thatis one aspect of the replacement of the
objectives of the ring route project. The provision of in- bridge. However, | should like to take up the public and
creased traffic capacity at the site of the bridge is absolutelgconomic benefits of a new bridge. Such benefits are often
essential. overlooked in road improvements. On the site visit we saw
In response to the viability of the options considered bylarge numbers of commercial vehicles. At any time there will
the department, it found that it would be necessary to desighe 15 to 20 commercial vehicles lined up waiting to get
a replacement bridge that will be able to accommodate th#hrough that intersection, and that involves a lot of wage
required road widening and increased traffic flow, and theearners and vehicles being tied up for a long time. Therefore,
ability to accept heavier individual vehicle loads. Thean improved traffic flow would certainly be of economic
committee finds that a Port Road Hindmarsh Bridge replacesalue to the State. It will increase efficiency and have a
ment will provide the public with a number of advantages.positive effect for those businesses which need to use that
First, there will be a new and aesthetically pleasing structur@tersection quite often.
with a capacity for increased traffic flow, greater ease of At present, heavy loads have to go the long way around,
turning and the accommodation of heavy loads that ardue to the load limit on the bridge. | look forward to the
currently required to take other less direct and less economgommittee being able to look at more projects for improving
cal paths. There will be increased and safer pedestrian, cyclistir transport system. Our road infrastructure at the moment
and public transport access, accompanied by improveid not in a particularly good state and a challenge exists to
landscaping. improve roads in both metropolitan and country areas with
There will be a saving to commercial users from reducedesulting safety and economic benefits to the State.
travel and waiting times, improved approaches to the bridge Motion carried.
and improved traffic flow generally. There will be a com-
memorative plaque and photographic representation of the UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA
original bridge to retain as much as possible the memories of )
the very old and attractive bridge that will be replaced. There MrASHENDEN (Wright): I move:
will be a further stage of the ring route project, easing city  Thatthe report of the Public Works Committee on the City West
through traffic, and a general increase in road safety anf§f@mPus project, University of South Australia, be noted.
amenity in the vicinity. Importantly, the project will be It is with pleasure that | report the committee’s thorough
carefully staged so that all existing services are maintaineéindorsement of the proposal of the University of South
during the construction period. Australia to construct a new campus in the north-west corner
The Public Works Committee is satisfied that a genuine®f Adelaide between Morphett Street, North Terrace, West
need exists for a Port Road Hindmarsh Bridge replacemeriierrace and Hindley Street. It will contain the faculties of
to be carried out by the Department of Transport. | stresBusiness Management, Art, Architecture, Design, the School
again that the safety of the existing bridge is not in questionf Aboriginal and Islander Administration, the School of
provided that heavier loads continue to be diverted to otheBuilding and Planning, the University Art Museum and the
routes. However, to maintain even the current restrictedniversity corporate headquarters. The proposal is in
loads, the bridge will require costly and inefficient proppingresponse to overcrowding at the original North Terrace
in the future if traffic volumes continue to increase ascampus.
projected. Such works, although extending the life of the The first stage, which is the subject of this report, is to be
bridge for a limited period, would not address the need tgonstructed at an estimated cost of $50 900 000. After
increase the loads and volume required to obtain the fuktxamination of the proposal, evidence from witnesses and
public benefits of continuing investment in the ring routeinspection of the site, the committee finds that the proposal
strategy. Those dividends should and will be provided by thés soundly based and satisfies the terms of reference for
replacement proposal which was presented to the committeigvestigation by the Public Works Committee pursuant to the
The committee is further satisfied that an appropriaté®arliamentary Committees Act. Through its evidence, the
concept design and building solution has been developed tdniversity of South Australia has demonstrated the necessity
meet this identified need, and the Department of Transpog&nd desirability of the proposed new campus. In addition to
has given due consideration to costs, design, forwardis contribution to the academic life of South Australians, the
planning, community consultation and expectations, environproposed campus will provide a much needed fillip for the
mental and visual impact, staging and the best practicdevelopment of the western end of the City of Adelaide.
processes espoused by the Construction Industry Develop- The University of South Australia is proposing to
ment Agency. It is therefore with much pleasure that theconstruct an additional city venue to be known as the City
committee, pursuant to section 12C of the ParliamentaryVest Campus. The proposal involves the purchase of
Committees Act 1991, is able to report to Parliament that istrategic parcels of land in the north-western corner of the
recommends the proposed public works. city, the development of an appropriate campus design
sympathetic to its location and incorporating existing
Mr KERIN (Frome): | would like to make a brief buildings, community consultation, a staging plan and the
contribution in seconding the comments made by thesecuring of the necessary funding arrangements. It is intended
Presiding Member of the committee about the justification foto tender the project in early 1995 for construction over a 22
this project. The bridge, while presently safe, has a limitednonth period with occupation anticipated as early as January
safe life due to the enormous traffic load that it takes. Wel997. On 9 November the Public Works Committee travelled
carried out a site visit and it was obvious that many peopléo the site of the proposed University of South Australia City
were held up. What makes it worse is the high proportion ofMest Campus project, and committee members met with
Port Adelaide barrackers, and there seems to be a lot gknior officers of the University of South Australia and
hooting and shunting in the morning to get over the bridgeconducted a tour of the proposed development site. The site
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inspection gave the committee a greater appreciation of thmittee’s investigations during the site inspection clearly
physical impact of the project, its layout, its potential demonstrate that an oversupply of parking spaces currently
relationship with the heritage listed buildings which abut theexists in this quarter of the city. Further, there is ample
development, and with other neighbouring buildings. opportunity for additional private or council car parking

The committee is unanimous in its support for thedevelopments within the precinct, should demand exceed
development of this largely derelict and forgotten corner ofexpectations.

the Clty and looks forwards to it revitalisation. In the Coming The purpose of the work is to provide anew C|ty campus
the years, the City West Campus will provide a much needegh Adelaide for the University of South Australia, to be
visual, economic and cultural boost to this precinct which Wi"known as C|ty West campus. The current North Terrace
complement developments on the southern side of Hindleyampus is overcrowded, and extension of facilities on this site
Street such as the West End apartment complex and the Liopgat is, on the present site) is restricted by height limits
Arts Centre to the east. The City West Campus project is thenposed by the City of Adelaide plan. The new campus will
!nltlatlve of the University of South Australia and forms an provide a strong physical city presence, which the university
integral part of its capital management plan. The plan is @urrently lacks, and will operate as a central point of informa-
strategic response to the projected growth of the universityjon for the entire organisation. The University of South
and plots the course for the economic management anglystralia’s capital management plan has been designed to
rationalisation of the institution’s physical assets to beSbongoﬁdate property holdings in an efficient manner by
accommodate that growth. integrating, strengthening and rationalising campus facilities
The City West Campus will realise a major commitmenttg locations which will be of most benefit to the community.
of the university to strengt_he_n its city presence. The sitewas |4 City West campus project represents a key solution
chosen because the existing North Terrace campus hg$yhe physical and organisational initiatives of the manage-
reached capacity in terms of its ability to accommodat ent plan. The committee is satisfied that the needs identified

education facilities. Happily, the decision to acquire and, {1 ; :
. - proposal are genuine, necessary and advisable. The

develop on the West End site should begin the process of the, mittee finds that the City West campus project will

rejuvenation of this precinct in a manner envisaged by th(R

, L A rovide the public with a world class education venue,
State Governments’s 2020 Vision pllan and the objectives corporating state of the art technology, improved com-
the recently reviewed City of Adelaide plan.

munity access, due to its location, disabled access and a

With the concurrence of the relevant planning authorities, gjcome addition to the research capability of the State. Of
the university acquired 10 parcels of land during 1992-94 al, 5| importance to the public is the positive effect this
a cost 0f $13.9 m'llllon. In 1993.a request for registration Ofanevelopment will have on small businesses in the vicinity and
interest from architects and design groups was publicly callefq jncreased level of security for visitors to west Hindley
and 18 submissions were received. An exhaustive selectiafy et
process conducted by an expert and independent pane . . . .
selected the team of Raffen Maron Architects, and at th To _u_nderta}ke the project, the unlvers_lty will borrow
same time appointed a professional external adviser tho Million, with the balance of funds coming from staged
oversee the design process from an independent perspecti mmonwealth capital inflow. The university will invite

Afinal design proposal was submitted to the City of Adelaide enders fora delayed'payment.scheme in which the time for
and provisional planning consent was granted in Augus ayment for construction costs is extended by the constructor
1994 beyond the completion date. A penalty interest for delayed

ayment will be charged to the university. If this proposal is

The committee has been provided with evidence to itd : . .
nsuccessful, the university has a second, more conventional

satisfaction that no known or suspected Aboriginal sacre . h - ) o ;
sites are affected by the proposed development. Additionallyund'ng option, which requires the Sp"t“f?g of the first stage
there are no heritage listed buildings on the development si%f the project into two smaller stages, with a consequential
itself, although three heritage listed buildings abut the site!OUr year delay to the completlon date. ]
Adelaide City Council has approved the university’s design ~Consultant reports provided to the committee demonstrate
proposal in terms of its relationship to these abutting® marginal saving on interest payments by using the preferred
structures and is satisfied that these items will be unaffectedelayed payment method, and it also has the most attractive
The project has importantly been conceived with lowbenefit of ensuring an early completion date. Whichever
maintenance and operating costs in mind. Savings will resuftPtion is successful, the university capital management plan
from careful building orientation to minimise solar penetra-Provides for adequate capacity to fund the proposal. As this
tion and maximise sun protection. There will be the use oProject will be funded entirely from borrowings by, and
high quality wall glazing and the choice of durable andcapital and income of, the University of South Australia,
readily cleansed materials and finishes. External elevatiorf§ere will be no need for any direct funding from the State,
will respect and enhance surrounding buildings and streeind therefore the Consolidated Account will not be affected.
scapes by reflecting the form, mass and colours of its In conclusion, the Public Works Committee is therefore
immediate environment. satisfied that a genuine needs exists for a City West campus
The committee was provided with evidence of wideproject by the University of South Australia. The committee
consultation with respect to the City West proposal and iss further satisfied that an appropriate concept design and
satisfied that the university has fulfilled its obligations in thisbuilding solution has been developed to meet this identified
area. The design concept put to the committee incorporatateed and that the University of South Australia has given due
disabled access throughout the proposed campus, includiegnsideration to costs, design, staging, security, car parking,
the use of ramps and lifts. The committee will monitor theforward planning, community consultation and expectations,
design process to ensure that the appropriate level of disablethd environmental and visual impact and has employed best
access is maintained in the construction of the projectpractice processes equivalent to those espoused by the
Evidence provided to the committee and indeed the comConstruction Industry Development Agency.
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The design proposal as presented to the committee hassolution to committees or forums outside our jurisdiction
successfully gained the approval of the Adelaide City Counciand in the control of people who have entirely different
and will, when completed, represent a major step forward imgendas politically and socially, and indeed economically, to
the development of the city. In particular, it will provide an the kind of agenda which is in our national best interests and
impetus to the western end of the city of a kind which allthe kind of society which we have come to enjoy and accept
great cities desire—the education precinct. Few developmengsd which the rest of the world by and large envies, if they
have the broad appeal of inner city universities, such aare aware of it. Many people in what we describe as third
expanding the presence of institutions on North Terraceworld or developing countries do not even know that we exist
providing a central educational venue, bringing an influx ofsince they do not have access to an education system that
students to local retailers and eating houses and providingwould enable them to come to an understanding of our
genuine sense of purpose in the growth of Adelaide. existence and the relative difference between Australia and

The committee supports the university’s plans with respedhemselves.
to both the public purse and the public amenity and looks We need then to look at what a Labor Finance Minister
forward to monitoring the progress of this well conceivedhas had to say about these matters. Recently he published an
initiative. Pursuant to section 12C of the Parliamentaryarticle, ‘Free men who bow to the U.N.’, and he argued:
Committees Act 1991, it is my pleasure on behalf of the | 3y not and never have been a monarchist, but I find it ironic
Public Works Committee to report to Parliament that itthat so many contemporary Australians determined to protect us from

thoroughly recommends the proposed work. the non-existent threat of English tyranny fall over each other in a
Motion carried scramble to surrender Australian sovereignty to a ratbag and bobtail
’ of unrepresentative United Nations committees accountable to
nobody.
HIGH COURT Y
Further, he states:
Mr LEWIS (Ridley): | move: The current Leader of the Opposition [in the Federal Parliament],

That this House asserts that the people through Parliament aft€xander Downer, early in his time as Leader, identified the role
sovereign and concurs with the Rt Hon. Gough Whitlam’s view that/at the United Nations was playing in the Australian constitutional
‘the High Court of Australia (must be) the final court of appeal for @1d legal system as being, in his opinion, an important issue. We
Australia in all matters’; and that a message be sent to the LegislatiRE!i€ve that the protection of Australia's national interest is most
Council requesting its concurrence thereto; and, further, that thelfectively upheld by Australians throughout our Parliaments, our
Speaker inform both Houses of the Parliament of the CommonwealtfPurts and other bodies and not through the United Nations or other
of Australia, the Governor of South Australia and the Governopnternational committees that are ill-suited to playing any direct role

General accordingly. in the Australian legal system and many of which are themselves
I ) . widely recognised as being in need of reform.
On the face of it, and indeed in substance, the proposition th

: C . : ?r%deed only recently the entire structure of the United
| put to the House for its examination is forthright and simple, , -~ . e
h\latlons committees has been criticised by members of those

although the implications are complex and serious. Whe - . . .
Gough Whitlam stated his view that the High Court of pommlttees as we!l as member nations of the United Nations
itself. He went on in that same statement:

Australia must be the final court of appeal for Australia in all ‘ _ )
matters, he was referring really not only to a basic truth about Labor will continue to make Australian law accountable to
the Australian nation/State integrity but also, | suggest, to hi reign tribunals. We will ensure that Australian law is made in

: . - : ! trali d by Australians.
attitude, in particular, to appeals to the Privy Council. He us r&_‘ aand by U_S ralans )
went on to say: That is the great difference between ourselves, as Liberals—

It is entirely anomalous and archaic for Australian citizens tothose. of us in Government in South A“S""’?“a .and in five of
litigate their differences in another country before judges appointe€ Six States, and one of the two Territories—and our
by the Government or Governments of that other country ofolitical opponents, not just the Labor Party but the Demo-
countries. crats and, in the Senate on various occasions, the Greens.
Notwithstanding the force with which that statement was heldJnder the Hawke and Keating Governments, United Nations
to be true by his own fellow travellers in the Labor Party atconventions often provide the constitutional head of power
the time he made it, its meaning now has far greater signififor the law, and the United Nations committee or bureau that
cance for us if we are to retain our integrity as an independerifionitors the performance, and in some cases a United
nation to which people from all over the globe seek toNations committee or an International Labour Organisation
migrate. There are good reasons why they seek to do that, as@mmittee, can adjudicate disputes here in Australia. That is
they are, quite simply, that we are democratic, self-governingly concern.
and prosperous. We are effective in those roles because of our There are some great ironies in relation to these constitu-
structure of government and the mechanism we havéional developments. The first that Rod Kemp has drawn
developed and/or adopted from our Anglophile roots to deattention to in the course of papers he has written in recent
with people who do not respect the law through that systenimes, one delivered to the Samuel Griffith Society in July
of justice and to provide all children with the opportunity for this year in Brisbane, points out that Paul Keating has led the
an education to make them literate and numerate so that theyay in ceding Australia’s independence and sovereignty to
also understand where they are coming from, where thethose United Nations committees. The second is that our
society has its roots and where their future directions lie. Irpoliticians who speak about most human rights, such as
some part, that has been neglected increasingly over the p&#nator Evans, have ignored a basic human right of the
two decades and in recent years, in that children do noaustralian people by omitting to check with us whether we
understand that now because they are not taught it—they ahave wanted United Nations committees to become actively
taught other views. involved in our Australian domestic disputes. That is hardly

We need to turn back from the direction we have begurdemocratic. The decisions involving United Nations human
to take of relying on external Governments and externatights committees in Australian domestic disputes did not and
Governors of our society by referring matters of dispute fordo not require an Act of Parliament. As with all treaties, the
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decision to be involved here was simply a matter for Execquences. In his further remarks, he said:

utive Government. ...if you aregoing to have credibility in advancing those
Most Australians know virtually nothing about the proced-universal themes, you have to be prepared to accept the jurisdictional
ures of these committees in the United Nations. Nor do the§fonsequences of their application to you.
know anything about the quality of the members and the wayh other words, we are surrendering our constitutional
they are appointed and the way in which they will make theisovereignty, and Senator Evans is happy about that.
rulings on Australian disputes. Note, too, that the way in | am saying, then, that the notion that we should allow the
which they judge the Australian situation is not consistenUnited Nations, according to what Senator Evans said, to
with the way in which they would judge a situation in anotherpecome involved in our domestic activities, to make rulings
country. on our domestic disputes and to compel us to abide by those
That is at odds with our own accepted approach tqyjlings, all in the hope that other countries will ultimately be
jurisprudence. Neither do they consider the impact of theiprepared to follow our example, is an inane proposition. Yet,
decisions on Australian society or Australian law, and theythat is the proposition being put by the Left and people like
are not accountable to Australian citizens for thatimpact an€enator Evans who ought to know better. Looking at the
consequence Itis a worry for me, then, that there has been @@mposition of those committees, one sees that some of the
argument until recently that there has been a tendency for th®untries providing membership of those committees do not
United Nations to limit national sovereignty. A Joint even subscribe to the jurisdiction of those committees
Parliamentary Committee on Foreign Affairs, chaired bythemselves. The Human Rights Committee has members
South Australian Senator Chris Schacht, pointed out:  from Austria, Australia, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Egypt (one of
This evolution, therefore, increasingly demands a reconsideratiodl0Se countries that does not accept its jurisdiction), Cyprus,
of the principle of national sovereignty. United Nations conventionsFrance, Hungary, Japan (another), Italy, Jordan (yet another),
o e, e frge of sclyles nviah e hejamaia Songal Mauru, Sweden, Uned Kngdom G
extend accountability beyond the usual domestic con%tituency. Vgtneilljjte)?;”be)’ Yugoslavia (does not subscribe) and

It is ironic that Schacht moved the resolution at the Hobart The United Nations Committee on the Elimination of

conference in 1991 calling for Australia to become anRacial Discrimination also has members from a large number
independent republic, because quite clearly, in the remarkss countries which do not subscribe to its views (that is, the
that I have just quoted, he is happy to see Australia becomgeys of the committee and Article 14 of the United Nations
dependent upon external institutions—not only dependentnarter). Those countries are: Argentina, Nigeria, Zimbabwe,
upon them but controlled by them. China, Egypt, United Kingdom, India, Cuba, Pakistan,
On the other hand, Lionel Murphy, one of the Labor PartyRomania and Germany. | do not want to be controlled by
icons, who is a former justice and was Attorney-General priobther countries which do not themselves accept the controls
to that, had no doubt that foreign tribunals compromised oumade by the people they nominate to make decisions
sovereignty and independence. When he was talking abosffecting our society.
the Queensland Government's legislation in 1983 which
sought to try to allow appeals to the Privy Council fromthe  Mr De LAINE secured the adjournment of the debate.
State Supreme Court, he said:

The establishment by an Australian State of a relationship with
another country under which a Governmental organ (judicial or ROTARY INTERNATIONAL
otherwise) of that country is to advise the State on the questions and
matters referred to in the Act [of the Queensland Parliament], is quite  Mr LEWIS (Ridley): | move:
inconsistent with the integrity of Australia as an independent

sovereign nation in the world community. That this House commends Rotary International for its research

into community attitudes to unemployment and for publishing the

I could not agree more. However, why is it that members oflocument containing a precis of public thinking on this issue entitled

the Labor Party found such integrity in the argument thaf' hegmplloyméergrt]Gtenerator—ftchr_eatmg IP ftf.rma“eé‘t Emtp_ltt))ytment Ior
: . : : our Peopleand that a copy of this resolution and contribution o

Lionel Murphy put where it relate_d tothe P”,Vy C_ounCII bUt,honourabIe members recordedHansardbe forwarded to Rotary

formed an absolutely converse view of the situation where ifnternational, District 23; and that a message be sent to the

relates to International Labour Organisation committees andegislative Council requesting its concurrence thereto.

the United Nations committees and other tribunals?  gayiier this month Rotary International in Australia released

I believe that there is a reason for that, namely, that it willthe report referred to in the motion. | declare my interest as
assist the left in pursuing its agenda to destroy the presepting been variously an honorary member and a full
constitution we have in Australia and the Federation becausgember of Rotary International since 1980. Rotary is non-
through the external affairs powers, Executive Governmengartisan and non-sectarian. No better organisation could
can simply sign away from the States, without their havingpossibly exist—because of its credentials—to make comment
any say or knowledge of the decision being made by Execabout the current situation in Australia and perhaps the way
utive Government, the power which we in this Parliamento deal with it, especially on something as important as
have had to make laws about the government of society iBreating permanent employment for our people.
South Australia, and that applies equally to every other State. The report which has been published has involved an

In his paper, Senator Evans said that a key aspect of trehormous amount of time and an incredible amount of
New Internationalist Agenda was: consultation right across Australia. Indeed, | believe the
... [to] encourage adherence to existing human rights instru.[nember for Hanson, as a Rotarian, was one of the peop_le
ments; to ensure the effective operation of monitoring machineryfvolved in the research and consultation process here in
and to expand the body of human rights treaties in specific areasSouth Australia, as | was in my own Rotary Club at Tailem
However, he recognised that this could lead to legal conséBend.
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The report sets out to discover what Australians thinkbecause we are borrowing to pay it at present; and that more
about this problem, sift those ideas and distil the consisterjpbs can be created by everyone buying Australian made
opinions which are relevant and essential if we are to solvgoods, where there is an even choice between the two.
the problem of unemployment in our society. At the outset We need the power of incentives, because that will stir up
I commend Ed Ziere and Colin Waters from the Thornlieaction, and we need to discuss with other people in our
Rotary Club for having taken the trouble to collate theworkplace whether or not there are appropriate incentives at
distilled information provided to it from the 258 Rotary Clubs present. We need to replace unrealistic incentives with those
around Australia. Under the heading ‘A Challenge’ the reporthat will motivate action and examine ways to save money.
states: We need to reward businesses and industries that achieve

The most critical issues facing [Australian] society today are: Sustainable development. Under the heading ‘Export or die’,

Widespread unemployment, especially among young peoplave find the report clearly identifies that there needs to be
The ongoing need to retrain much of the work force for theprofits from all export goods and that that needs a tax holiday
h'ﬁ’h'teCZJfOb? of the lf(Ut“re-. for a period of time to encourage new export industries to be
The need for fair work practices. established, to increase financial incentives for export goods
That was stated by Rotary International President, Billand services that have added value to existing products, to
Huntley, in the August/September 1994 editionRiftary  examine ways where methods of value adding can be
International News However, it was the effort made by financed, to find solutions to the conflict between migration
Rotary International in Australia throughout this year, inand employment, and to replace cash aid to underdeveloped
pointing the way for us to go as a society, that enable@ountries with educational/technological aid and health and
Australians to respond. The report further stated: communication training groups.
.. . we carcreate employment for our people by: There are headings, ‘Where is the famous level playing
Sanely exploiting our resources and employing honesfield?’ and ‘Where are the jobs?’, identifying those things,
Safigu?r‘ifs that %“?tea the envwogment- iterallvl with foog 210 In this instance the report is very parochial by advocating,
poterlftsiarﬂ(',af';eréca wurﬁgg,u\s\fgﬁde}n is a granary [literally] with foo for inst_ance_, to convert open channe_ls to pipes in the
Creating a new and higher realisation of the potential ofGrampians irrigation systems in Victoria and establish a
Australians as master inventors, innovators and implementors, whévlelbourne expo for the year 2000 Olympics which are to be
enc\?vurageg and challenged by tpe POWER OF INCENTIVES. held in Sydney. That detracts from the otherwise high status
B e e Sucre 1 ¢ ideas and laudable dispassionately national benefis which
: . the report otherwise provides through the opinions it express-
These are the kinds of approaches being taken by the Browgy Fyrther, under ‘Where are the jobs?’ we find the comment
Government and the types of policies being advocated by th@at further national transport schemes can be undertaken to
Federal Coalition. The report continues: lower costs. They include the Darwin-Alice Springs railway
~Realising that the incentive payments, encouraging the nation tand the Very Fast Train, which would solve a lot of Sydney
invent and export products and processes Australians and the worlghq Melbourne airport congestion problems if built. It refers
would otherwise be unlikely to see, can never be seen as a cost, qlétlooking after the land by encouraging farmers to diversify

as additionally created wealth and prosperity we can all enjoy. - ’ >
. . . and reward producers with sustainable development busines-
That wealth and prosperity can be enjoyed not only i

Australia but internationally. Continuing to refer to the ability Under another heading, ‘Looking after visitors’, we see:

to create employment, the report states: ‘Tourism is one of Australia’s fastest growing industries with

Removing or softening the damaging effects caused by thotential for further growth. People working in this business
extremes of the boom/bust cycle in our economic system. have to look for better ways to serve the needs of visitors.’
The report then continues: We need to look at penalty rates in the hospitality industry

It is absolutely basic that everyone should have the opportunit@gnd the impact they have on our attractiveness to overseas
to work, preferably doing something they enjoy. Just achieving workcustomers and the prices they have to pay. We further need
for all would save the cost of family break-ups, medical bills, mental, geyelop a strong ‘meet the needs of the customer’ attitude.
breakdowns, suicides, accidents and the cost of increasing crime, Lk . .

’ Service' is not the same as ‘servile’ and we need to under-

In summary, the report states under the general heading ‘Odfand that difference so that we give service without being
Opportunities’”: servile and compromising our personal integrity and self-

Australians have an opportunity to take action and change a longsteem in the process.
entrenched attitude summed up in the expression ‘She’ll be right’.  “The Government should do something’ is yet another
it states that we all know it is not right, and that we need tcheading. The action suggested is to lobby to remove payroll
do something to make it right. It suggests that we replacéax and re-examine the inequities in the fringe benefits tax.
socially unrealistic expectations; persuade policy makers tBach State should be reimbursed for forgoing payroll tax
encourage national pride in our country and our communitiedrom the Federal Government’s increase in tax from company
and add to the list of heroes those people who are thprofits, examine the rules for suing producers and profession-
producers of goods and services instead of restricting it tal people, lobby for Governments to reduce regulations and
outstanding artists (whether they be involved in the visual odata collection, remove regulations that take away the
performing arts), outstanding sportspeople and outstandirigcentive to hire new employees, educate all Australians on
people in their personal charity. We need to make more fusthe facts about mining and, in particular, examine the
of the people who have been successful at producing goodslditional costs of the actual wage paid, make the payments
and services in our economy. Also it suggests that wé¢hat are made to domestic and childcare staff tax deductible
encourage the attitude that everyone has a value and placefor their employers, simplify tax rules and laws and re-
society; examine methods whereby unemployed peoplexamine the value-added tax or the GST.
understand that it is other Australians who finance their social What about the workers? Rotary is ideally placed, in the
payments, either through their taxes paid today or tomorrowgpinion of the paper, to coordinate the work of groups which
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succeed in finding work for older unemployed Australians tis fitting that probably on the last day of the 1994 sitting of
Social Service payments could be made through locahe House we recognise major events of the year: 1994
government agencies, unemployed could work on locaiarked the 150 year milestone of the Kapunda copper mine,
community projects and we could establish a nationathe first major mine in Australia. Francis Dutton and Captain
community service scheme. | seem to remember somethiri§aggott were out searching for lost sheep and noticed what
about that from previous days. National community servicghey thought was a patch of green moss on a rocky outcrop.
schemes should become self funding and indeed they coul&hen they broke the green rock they discovered the same
Community service accreditation awards ought to begreen inside and decided that indeed it was copper.
provided for people participating and value adding from such The mine opened commercially in 1844, and | understand
schemes. The report then refers to stay at home mothers bthat the first loads of ore were taken out with a shovel and
for the edification of all members, | believe it should coverwheelbarrow. It was and still is some of the purest ore in the

fathers as well. The action advocated is as follows: world. That is why the mine opened and why Messrs Bagot
Reward and support couples with children in permanen@nd Dutton went to town and bought the land, obviously

relationships. keeping it very quiet. In 1844 the mine opened, with Captain
Reward mothers— Bagot owning 75 per cent and Frances Dutton owning 25 per

and | say also fathers— cent. The mine was vital at the time because South Australia

was facing bankruptcy. It certainly gave a very sound

ho forgo traditional employment— : - . .
W rgo tradit ploy financial base to the colony’s economy. That is a fact without

to look after families— any doubt because it is referred to frequently in our early
Examine the suitability of welfare payments to teenagers whdnistory. The mine produced the richest and purest ore in the
leave home. . . world.

Allow income splitting.

Provide tax concessions for educating children. In 1849, the first smelting furnace at Kapunda was fired

Increase the tax free threshold for one incomecouples. up, and the refinery was added to t_h_e smelter in 1861. In
1851, Kapunda was a prosperous mining town of more than

All of these would enable us to give more attention to the, ong pegple. However, the Victorian gold rush severely
next generation and its development in the family setting,

before the problems begin. They would encourage people

in the paid work force. It would cost us less to do that per:

X . X X inancial losses and the mine eventually closed in 1879. It
person see_klng and agreeing to accept that incentive than the,s estimated that the mine produced 64 000 tonnes of
cost of paying someone to be unemployed.

i ) copper ore, averaging 20 per cent, which works out to 12 800
The report then lists a plethora of things that need to bgypnes of pure copper. At that time, it was the first major

done such as training, deregulation, research and develogsine in Australia and certainly in South Australia.
ment, decentralisation, awards—that is, for advancing The town history goes back a few years before the opening
Australia’s interest where we recognise people with initiative of the mine, but it celebrates its sesquicentenary at the same
wnh inventiveness aqd prodqctlwty—to examine the workime. Kapunda was first settled in 1839 by the same pastoral-
ethic and the industrial relations system, to get rid of thest Captain Charles Bagot with his wife and five children. In
‘them and us’ attitude that we seem to have inherited fron1860’ Kapunda had grown to be the most important commer-
our Anglophile roots in Ireland and elsewhere in the Unitedsia| town north of Adelaide, and with 2 000 people it
Kingdom that are irrelevant to society today and the twentyzertainly was. Itis getting back to that level now. The failure
first century, but which bedevil our capacity to become morgy the mine, the extension of the railway—because it was the
productive and efficient. . railhead—and the cessation of a good deal of industry
I have covered most of the major aspects of the report. dventually reduced Kapunda to the status of a normal country
commend it to members and point out that there will be manygwn. That is, until now: Kapunda is reawakening.
matters to consider in the report when they respond in  Kapunda is one of South Australia’s secrets. One only
support. They can contribute to the debate and their undefreeds to walk about the town of Kapunda, as | do now since
standing of what the Australian people really want, if theymoying my office there a few weeks ago, to see that the
regard what their political Parties say. | am grateful, as | angtreets are wonders to behold. There are lovely buildings and
sure other members will be, that Rotary took the trouble an%ardens, natural beauty and charming people. Kapunda is
made the effort to do the survey and produce the reporfery close to Adelaide, yet | am sure that most Adelaidians
Perhaps | could simply finish by looking at what William do not realise what a gem they have so close to the capital.

Shakespeare had to say about unemployment. o The sesquicentenary celebration began in January this year
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time with a re-enactment of the first copper shipment. In fact, a
has expired. bullock dray and team loaded with copper ore retraced the

. first section of the old copper road, which once linked the

Mr De LAINE secured the adjournment of the debate. g0t Fortune mine to Port Adelaide. The major celebrations
were held just a couple of weeks ago from 12 to 20

KAPUNDA November when we had a two-day art and craft fair, an art
and craft exhibition—which I had the honour of opening—a

Mr VENNING (Custance): | move: lawn bowls tournament, a pioneer day and the Kigmanghorse
That this House recognises the 150 year celebrations of thgales' which were run in Conjunction with Da|gety’s and

district of Kapunda and Australia’s oldest copper mine and its, ;.: - :
significance to the early economy of South Australia and congratafvhICh were the largest in the southern hemisphere. Of course,

lates the community on achieving this milestone and for celebratingi’ Sydney Kidman is a well-known SOUFh Australian pioneer
in such a memorable way. who lived at Kapunda. The Kapunda High School is a long-
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lasting memory of the Kidman home, which is a lovely |also acknowledge Colin Mickan, the Vice Chairperson;
heritage building. Bill O'Brien, the Secretary and Coordinator; Fred Dobbin,
Another event was the gala sunset concert entitled Musithe Concert Producer and Coordinator; Phil Cameron, the
in the Mine. What an event this was. | circulated informationTreasurer; and Mr Chas Smythe, the Pioneer Day Chairman.
about the concert to most members of the House and quiteTdhis group—along with the District Council of Kapunda, the
few attended. This was an event not to be missed. It had Mayor (Rose Ryan) and the CEO (Barry Dempster)—has
budget of $100 000, and an estimated 1 900 people attendedpne a fantastic job, particularly the council, which took on
The member for Ross Smith attended, and | am sure he wouihuge financial responsibility and risk. The whole thing was
agree with me that it was a magnificent spectacle. Otherery brave, and | am pleased that it all came off so well. |
members who attended included the Treasurer, Steph@gain thank Bill O'Brien for being the Secretary. Bill and his
Baker; the member for Light, Mr Buckby; and my Federaltwin, Phil Cameron, have impressed us all by their enthusi-
colleague the member for Wakefield, Mr Neil Andrew, MHR. asm and dedication, and | appreciate them all and know that
It was a great event and | congratulate all those who had tH&eir community does also. Kapunda has left its mark on this
foresight and courage to stage it. State in many areas. If members have any doubt about this,
The final event, held the day after Music in the Mine, wasl®t them consider the building we sit in today. As members
arodeo, and | understand that was also an absolute succe®@uld all realise, this building is built from Kapunda
Music In The Mine was a fitting finale to the celebrations9ranite—
because, as | said, it was a most memorable event. It was a Mr Lewis interjecting: .
huge project and a very bold initiative. | want to thank two ~ Mr VENNING: If ever there was a community that was
peop|e in particu|ar for this project: ﬁrst' the Secretary, Mrsohd and Substan“al, itis Kapunda. The stone chosen for this
Bill O’Brien, who is a local man. It was his idea and he did building could not have come from a more historic place. The
much of the work, particularly when things did not look so area this stone came from in the Kapunda region ought to be
good a few weeks before when the Grand Prix was happetiarked and ought, itself, to be a historic precinct. Kapunda
ing. Bill was out there beating up the event and doing all hdas ear_ned_|ts reputation: it certalnl_y is South Australia’s
could to make sure that it received the maximum exposurenost historic town. | want to remind members of the
Bill's enthusiasm certainly impressed me. | also thank©llowing saying: there are those who think it can happen;
Fred Dobbin, the concert producer who was in charge of thi1€re are those who make it happen; and there are those who
choreography and the planning; he did a fantastic job. Thglyond.er what happened. The people of Kapunda have
program itself was absolutely fantastic. The program include§€'t@inly made ithappen, and they have helped remind us all

Julie Anthony, Sirocco, the Australian Army Concert Band,[Nat Kapunda is South Australia's most historic town. |
Romany Soup and the O'Carolan Quartet. The finale of thgongratulate the people of Kapunda and hope to be at the 200

evening was the lone piper, standing high on the cliffs. Therd€2a's c_;elebratlons, in 50 years. If the 150 years celebrations
was nobody who could not be impressed by that finale. W&/as this good, | want to be there for the 200 years celebra-
stood in the mine, with the dust around our heads and wHONS- | commend this motion to the House.
looked up: the lone piper stood in the floodlights surrounded
by green copper flares.

If that did not bring goose bumps to the people on tha

Mr De LAINE (Price): |am very pleased to support the
otion moved by the member for Custance and join with him
L o o= . i n congratulating Kapunda and the local community on
historic occasion in that historic mine, nothing ever will. I 5 pjeying this marvellous milestone of 150 years, and on its
thought it was a most unique occasion, and | am happyI\""E‘é‘]gnificemt contribution to the State of South Australia.

able to be there. It was a fantastic event. With respect to thRapunda has played a major role in the foundations and

future of the mine, it is felt that some form of music in the oo pjishment of, first, the colony of South Australia and then

mine may occur next year, although any future activities iny,q giate of South Australia. The town and local area has had
the mine W.'” d?pend largely on the safety reports fOIIOW'.nga very rich and colourful history and has been a very
Saturday night’s concert. When one considers that there is H1portant regional industrial centre, contributing in a

power on site and no facilities, some risks are involved. Wnr}n

of electricity there may be some concern, but | am surg,q | thoroughly enjoy the experience of visiting Kapunda on
improvements could be made to minimise the risks. the odd occasion that | go there.

| also mention that Carols by Candlelight could be heldin | \vas unable to attend the 150 years celebrations but,
the mine from time to time. That would be fantastic. In theaccording to the member for Custance, it was a wonderful
future perhaps the Australian Ballet accompanied by th@ng memorable event. | am firmly of the belief that South
South Australian Orchestra will perform in the mine. Imagineastralian country towns do things very well. They have had
this historic mine: the colours of the mine; beautifully lit by g tg survive over the years, and Kapunda is no exception. |
the floodlights—the atmosphere was indescribable. Bilgan fully understand that the recent 150 years celebrations
O'Brien, who has a very infectious personality, said: would have been done in an excellent and memorable way.

The whole week fell into place as something that was appropriatd he town of Kapunda and surrounding areas has over many
to what we were trying to do. It was a proper and dignified celebrayears produced many prominent people, one of the latest of
tion of our heritage. whom, of course, is the member for Custance himself who,
Once again, | want to thank those who organised the evemunderstand, has recently opened an electorate office in the
and the sponsors. | particularly want to mention the Kapundtown. No doubt, his name will go down in history as making
Copper 150 Celebrations Authority, under the very capabla significant contribution in that area. | congratulate him on
chairmanship of Mr Michael Dermody. Michael’s company that. It was a memorable occasion and capped off the continu-
was also a key sponsor of the celebrations, and he has beig colourful history of that town and the local area in
a fantastic community leader in Kapunda. relation to the State’s economy and the enormous industry
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that was generated through copper mining and so on. | atmas contributed to our prosperity today and to the develop-
pleased to support this motion and ask that other members aoent of a better world.
likewise. | refer to the wider applications of those kinds of innova-
tions which came not only with the discovery and develop-
Mr MEIER (Goyder): |, too, support this motion. | ment of minerals in South Australia but also with the
congratulate the district of Kapunda on achieving its 15@liscovery and invention of techniques and new technologies
years celebrations. It is a real milestone. It was great to heder doing things. That is what we are about at this time, and
the member for Custance detail some of the history. Howthe theme coming through from the kinds of celebrations held
ever, | want to extend my congratulations also to anotheat Kapunda, which attract visitors, is entirely consistent with
copper mining area—the Copper Triangle of South Australiathe establishment of a new future for South Australia. This
which includes Kadina, Moonta and Wallaroo. These townguture is based on the MFP at Technology Park, the expan-
have a lot in common. Looking at the program that thesion of our technical skills and the levels of expertise in doing
member for Custance has made available to me, | walings which will enable us to attract capital from elsewhere
thinking that down the track it would be a good idea if around the world into our society and thereby create the jobs
communities such as Burra, Kapunda, Kadina, Moontawhich we have to provide, predominantly for our young
Wallaroo, the Wallaroo mines, North Yelta and other areapeople, where at present we have unacceptably high levels of
in the Copper Triangle had a tied in celebration. As Souttunemployment and seek the means of reducing them. By
Australia promotes tourism more and more, this should bentertaining people from interstate and overseas with these
possible. celebrations we can illustrate that we did it with excellence

| know that the member for Custance is well aware buiz the past and can do it with excellence again now and in the
' ture.

| remind the House that every second year during the Ma . . . . . _
long weekend the Copper Triangle community celebrates its In conclusion, whllst.the granite footings of this building
Kernewek Lowender. That will be on again in 1995. | am¢@me from Seal Island in Encounter Bay, the superstructure
sure that quite a few people who will be attending theOf the outer skin is most certainly Kapunda marble. The

Kapunda 150 years celebrations will probably participate iP€auty of the stone was revealed recently when we saw the
the Kernewek Lowender andce versaThe two communi-  €ntire facade of Parliament House washed and cleaned. Once

ties have much in common. It is with much pleasure that the grime was removed it revealed something which amazed

support this motion and wish the Kapunda and districimost p_eople_._lt is a_beautiful stone an_d was cut and erected
community all the best for its 150 years celebrations, and N0 this edifice with excellence, which is not exceeded

trust that there may be closer association between the copgefyWhere else on earth, notwithstanding that we had very
mining towns in future. limited resources to do it. Just as we were in tough times in

the 1890s and 1930s, and as we are in tough times again, we
| will do what those South Australians did at that time: build
n\g/ith confidence and do it with pride and excellence. |
commend the member for Custance for bringing the motion
|I1? the attention of the House.

Mr LEWIS (Ridley): | support the motion. | have severa
reasons for doing so. The first relates to the connectio
which more than one branch of my family tree have with
Kapunda and the discovery of copper and the developme

of the copper mining mdgstry in that part of the State. . Mr BECKER (Peake): | strongly support the sentiments

~ The second and more important reason, from the point adxpressed by the member for Custance and other members
view of pUb“C interest, is the fashion in which the memberwho have Spoken in this debate. | was born in Tanunda' and
for Custance has sought to draw our attention to the evenghen in 1939 went to live in Freeling, in the District of Light,
We should remember that, when our forebears discoveraghere | spent my youth. Kapunda was a special neighbouring
copper at Kapunda, it was roughly the same time as Ridleypwn because it was the River Light where | first learned how
was building his commercial strippers in Hindmarsh. Atthatto catch yabbies. | suppose I first became a conservationist
time, this society already had elements of excellence in it fofhere because we used to get the yabbies from the River
the development of innovation in the application of machi-|_jght, take them to the local dam and breed them up. Some
nery and the like. Many of the mechanical innovations forfyears ago the special recipe we have for dealing with yabbies
mining and refining copper at Kapunda and elsewhere in thgnd beer was reported itansard Kapunda and that district
province were world firsts, because early migrants weryold very fond and dear memories to me, and | commend the
metalsmiths of various kinds and hlghly skilled tradesmel’peome of Kapunda for what they have done in relation to the
who were committed to the performance of their trades withsesquicentenary celebrations.
encourage again. It has been an example for us to emulatgember for Custance to visit Kapunda and renew acquaintan-
They pulled themselves up by their bootstraps and did ages of my early school days and youth in the district, where
excellent job with the limited resources at their disposal. | ysed to compere the local dances and balls. | caught up with

The member for Custance draws attention to the celebra friend of mine, Reg Rawady, who is quite a character. The

tions in Kapunda, and of that | say ‘Well done’. All of us Rawadys are were well known in the district and in the town
need to encourage excellence wherever we find it. As af Kapunda, as are the Shannons and the Neldners; the list
society we need to reward it and thereby derive benefits frorgoes on and on. Kapunda is and always has been a great
the wider acceptance of it. The greatest benefit of all will besporting town and district. It has bred some outstanding
in this forum where we put on with excellence the kinds offootballers and cricketers, and it also had a very strong
celebrations that Kapunda has put on to attract visitors ndtotting club and, at times, had good race horses and coursing.
just from interstate but overseas so that South Australidhe Kapunda greyhound coursing meetings were well known
becomes known as a place which respects its past and its that part of the district. Anyone who has lived and been
heritage and which can celebrate with others what that pastrought up in the country has not really lived until they have
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lived in that District of Light, where we were all great mates| am Cornish, and proud to be. My family consisted of miners
and friends and where we stamped our early years. and farmers, and they were very poor in those days. So, | am
We are very conscious of the contribution that was made&ery interested in this celebration, and it is great that it has
to the State and Australia with the discovery of copper andbeen so successful.
a little gold. The member for Custance could have gone a The member for Ridley spoke of his family ties with the
little further, because | believe there is quite a bit of coppeiarea, and | respect and note that with interest. Manufacturing
still up there, although it would be rather expensive to extracin Kapunda until very recently was important. We had Crapp
it. But there are some hidden mineral resources as wel& Hawke (later Hawke & Co.) cast iron merchants who made
Kapunda is a very strong agricultural district: it was a greaploughs and cultivators but who were probably most famous
farming as well as an agricultural manufacturing district.for their weighbridges. Right across South Australia we still
Crapp and Hawke was the large manufacturing company ihave weighbridges stamped ‘Hawke & Co., Kapunda'.
that town. It was Crapp and Hawke, then it changed to Hawkdohnson'’s mill is also very much a part of Kapunda's history.
and Co. The Hawke family was well known. Regarding the matter which the member for Ridley brought
| joined the Bank of Adelaide, and we had a very largeup about the stone, whether it be granite or marble, | may
branch at Kapunda. We were also agents for the Savinggand corrected, but we will debate that later, although he is
Bank of South Australia, which is now the State Bank. Weprobably correct.
were answerable to the Kapunda branch for the administra- The member for Peake mentioned something very
tion of that banking, and it was a very strong branch of theénteresting about his past. | wondered where he had got his
bank. The former Manager from Kapunda, Mr Lloyd wisdom from and now I know that it is because he was born
Clifford, became the Assistant General Manager of the Bankind reared in this area. Kapunda is certainly the fount of
of Adelaide before its demise. wisdom. As the honourable member said, there is still copper
It is a well known district. It holds very fond memories for in the region. As technology progresses with the modern
me. | wish the people a very long, strong and healthy futuresystem of leaching of ore, etc., Kapunda may have a future
I must also commend the members of the local committeén mining. It is mooted that there could be further develop-
that was involved in the 150th anniversary celebrationsment there, but | would not want to create a copper rush and
because they have worked very hard for more than 12 montisay anything out of turn; however, it is noted.
in planning for and preparing the culmination of the celebra- | thank the member for Peake for coming to the opening
tions in the concertin the quarry, or in the mine, which | wasof my office in Kapunda. | chose Kapunda because it is
unable to attend. Knowing the way that the people okijtuated in the middle of the electorate of Custance. It will
Kapunda go about organising community functions and th@robably be the last Custance electorate office by the sound
pride they take, | know that Kapunda has a very strong futuref it, but hopefully the Commissioner may be able to help in
indeed. that respect. We will wait and see what happens. When
Its football was always very rugged, but playing cricketlooking for a suitable site for my office, | think members
was always the most dangerous sport on the Kapunda ovatiould agree that | could not have found a better streetscape
because whenever one went to field a ball one never knewr building. We have turned an old, derelict, condemnable
whether there would be any three corner jacks in it. One haBuilding into what | would say is possibly quite arguably the
to take that risk, and one dare not drop a catch. They are sorbest electorate office in South Australia. If anyone wants to
of the funny little things | can remember. Back in the gooddebate that with me, | would be happy to visit their office and
old days we were not allowed to drink within 200 yards of thehave them visit me so that we can come to an opinion about
local hall. It is a wonder that there is not a copper mine ofthat. It is a heritage building, and | think the Government got
bottles around the district. a very good deal. | am very proud now to be part of the
An honourable member interjecting: community of Kapunda, which has received me very well. |
Mr BECKER: No. We could not walk that far: 200 yards thank the member for Peake for coming to Kapunda; he was
was far enough. | commend the member for Custance, hisell received, as was the member for Mitchell (Colin
thoughts and his sentiments and | wish the people of Kapundaaudell) and my Federal colleague, Neil Andrew, MHR.
many more occasions when they can have outstanding | extend an invitation to all members to come to Kapunda
celebrations. at any time as my guest. If they want a recommendation, they
should ask the member for Ross Smith how we look after our

. visitors. He will tell them in great detail how we spent the

Mr VENNING (Custance): I thank allmembers for their  \yee small hours on the bottom floor of my office, which is
support and comments today. The member for Price spok@e cellar. That was very rewarding. Kapunda is awakening
fondly of Kapunda and the very prominent South Australianyng South Australia is awakening to its presence, and | hope

people who have their roots in Kapunda, and the member fQg, pe part of it. | thank all members, and | commend the
Ridley said the same. The names of Kidman, Angas, Shann@fation to the House.

and Neldner spring to mind, and the list goes on. Kapunda \;qtion carried.
has done its bit. | should also mention the three Rawady boys
who are characters in their own life time—Reg, Brian and WINE TAX
Eli: as far as Kapunda is concerned, they are most unique and
have been rewarded, and they are great friends of everyone. adjourned debate on motion of Mr Brokenshire:

| agree with the member fpr prder thatit prd be great That in the interests of the Australian wine industry, and in
to share a common celebration in the future with the COpp&farticular the South Australian wine industry, this House requests
triangle (Kadina, Wallaroo and Moonta) and also the coppethat the Federal Government reverse the current policy to increase
mines of Burra. It would be great to see that happen, andwine tax to 26 per cent in July 1995 and cap the tax at the general
hope that the members involved will cooperate in that regardevel of 21 per cent.
| attend the Kernewek Lowender festival when | can, because (Continued from 24 November. Page 1210.)
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Mr LEWIS (Ridley): This motion is very topical. So, the investor and the unemployed benefit, as does the
Personally, | would prefer to amend it to advocate theGovernment, because it will get income tax on the profits of
abolition of the tax. The member for Mawson, in the coursehe companies which are thereby encouraged to participate.
of his remarks, made it quite clear that there is a vastt will bring capital into the country—not as loan funds to
difference between the processes involved in producing winfinance consumption—and into this industry in particular, but
of excellence compared with producing spirits, beer or otheto finance the development of an export industry. That s just
similar alcoholic drinks with excellence. The wine industry what we need. We do not have anything like that sort of
does not have the same capacity for the speedy turnaroundiafpact on our national accounts from any of the other
the investment as in beer making. In the case of wine, it takealcoholic beverage industries. We ought to get off the back
much longer and involves far higher skills for a greaterof the wine industry and give it a go.
number of people involved in the entire process if we are to | fear, as | said at the outset, that we may now see the
ensure that we end up with a product of excellence. Federal Government either going to a poll with this promise

It is for those reasons that | argue quite strongly againspuried so that if it wins it can introduce this increased tax or,
the view put by the interests of the brewing companies an¢hore likely, introducing it in a mini-budget early in the new
other alcoholic beverage manufacturers that wine should ngkear, in two or three months’ time, when all the other bad
be any different, and that it ought to be taxed at the same rateews will be announced, including higher taxes of one kind
as those other beverages. Their argument ignores completaly another. One only has to witness the inane remarks of the
the points | have made. It also ignores completely theaSovernor of the Reserve Bank, that fellow Fraser, about the
capacity this industry has to rapidly expand employment invisdom of increasing taxation at this time, to realise that. He
this country, if we will just give it a fair go, if we will just get  really is daft; he ought to go back to school and learn some
off its back, if we will just get out of its way and develop basic accounting before he makes pronouncements on
rapidly and supply the burgeoning world market, which iseconomics. He just does not understand the damage he has
growing at an exponential rate. been doing to this country with the kind of approach he has

Let us consider what has happened in recent times itaken. If a raft of new taxes is being advocated for introduc-
Australia to see what | mean by that remark. In the year 1982%ion early in the new year through a mini-budget, | shudder
83, we produced 7.5 million litres of wine for export in to think of the consequences. Accordingly, we all ought to
Australia, and that was worth about $A14 million. Last year,support strongly the proposition that has been put to us by the
we produced 125 million litres of wine for export, worth member for Mawson.
$A368 million. So, two points come from that: first, the  The other matter to which | want to draw attention is that,
volume increase from 7.5 million litres to 125 million litres if we do get out of the way and let the industry expand, we
in 10 years; and, secondly, the price/volume ratio of eackyill be able to take up a greater proportion in perpetuity of
litre. The average price was just under $2 a litre 10 years ag@e world’s market for wine than we will otherwise get if the
on the export market, whereas in 1992-93 the 125 millionrederal Government increases the burden of taxation on the
litres was worth $A368 million, which is almost $3 a litre. industry which it proposes to do at this time. As a nation, we
Indeed, it is going on this year to an even higher figurecould do nothing more stupid than impair our capacity to
whereby we will soon receive more than $3 a litre average foexpand the wine industry at the rate at which the world
our export wine. market for wine is expanding, and that is exactly what this tax

That means two things: first, we are producing betteiyill do, unfortunately. It is for that reason, more than
quality wine in greater quantity now than we were 10 yearsgnything else, that | rise to speak with such feeling about the
ago; and, secondly, the world is recognising that it is of ayisdom of what the member for Mawson has said. Indeed,
standard of excellence probably second to none anywherpwant to go further and advocate the abolition of this punitive
Indeed, | know that, from my own initial education in tax on the industry, where the Government would otherwise
horticulture and oenology at Roseworthy, we do make wineget the tax on the super-normal profits the companies would
in most descriptions equal to the best anywhere on earth. Weenerate, anyway, and the benefits that would come from the
do that in South Australia and therefore Australia by definiincreased hundreds of millions of dollars that would come
tion. In fact, in South Australia, domestically, we still have jnto the country to invest in its development. We have the
profitable companies and an industry that is producing winglimate, the soils, the techniques, the trained people and the

of a very high standard which is cheaper than it can be bougharket, but the trouble is we also have a stupid Government
anywhere else on earth. The industry has done this n@hat gets in the way.

because of any incentive provided to it by the Federal or State
Labor Governments; indeed, it has done it in spite of any Mr VENNING secured the adjournment of the debate.
effort by Government.
This Federal Government in particular has taken no real ADELAIDE AIRPORT
interest in the industry. It has provided no additional sensibly
directed funds towards training people in viticulture or  Adjourned debate on motion of Mr Lewis:

oenology. The industry has had to fight .tOOth and nail all the That this House commends the Government and particularly the
way to have resources allocated to it. The member fofinister for Transport, the Minister for Tourism and the Minister for

Mawson drew attention to that in the information he providedndustry, Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Development
for us last week. As a society we enjoy the benefits that comi@r the steps they have taken to publicly press the Federal Govern-
from allowing this industry to expand at the rate at which jtment to increase the amount of money available to the Federal

. . ; . -Airports Corporation to extend the operational facilities at Adelaide
can find the capital do so. There is potential for great benef'ﬁirport to accommodate a greater number of interstate and inter-

because it will expand jobs more cheaply than most othetational flights forthwith and calls on the Federal Government to
industry groups that could provide the same opportunity fotake immediate action to rectify the situation without further cost to
investment, and the same benefits through profit anr discrimination against South Australians.

expansion of employment. (Continued from 24 November. Page 1217.)
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Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): | rise to support this motion Spence if he cannot find his own bike, which has received
that the House commend the Brown Government and theome publicity in recent times, and a new lightweight guitar
Ministers in question for the stand they have taken in(also at the display), which we could probably also give to the
pressuring the rather indecisive Federal Government tmember for Spence, who could play it while he is riding his
improve the overall facilities at Adelaide Airport. | am sorry three wheeler.
that the member for Hart is not in the Chamber, because last This bike has created overseas interest in the mode of its
week he told us how decisive the Federal Government wasroduction. The display also included a soft drink dispens-
with respect to making funds available and making quicker—which we can also give to the member for Spence when
decisions for the benefit of the South Australian peopléhe gets thirsty on his bike—to replace an imported design,
regarding the airport. | would like to take him up on thatwhich has taken over the market share in South Australia. |
particular point, because | do not agree with him. also acknowledge the efforts of the Minister for Transport in

The steps that the Ministers have taken publicly to presgelation to the airport, particularly regarding Tapleys Hill
the Federal Government to increase the amount of moneRoad, which is a fairly emotive issue because of the proposed
available to the Federal Airports Corporation (FAC) to extendunway. | am a strong advocate for Tapleys Hill Road to pass
the operational facilities at Adelaide Airport are highly under the extended proposed runway in the form of a tunnel.
commendable. Their action and contribution will ultimately | support the underpass concept rather than a deviation or
see, among many things, an increase in interstate anddirection of that road, which would go through land
overseas flights to our city. Quite obviously, these increasedontrolled by the West Beach Trust and which would
activities are important to our economic growth and prosperiseverely interfere with the golf course and the Glenelg
ty and to tourism in South Australia. baseball grounds.

The Ministers have made recommendations that the |f the road goes under the runway, only three holes at that
Federal Government take immediate action without anyjolf course need relocating. If the road goes around, there
additional personal cost to the taxpayers of South Australigould be considerable disruption, even though it would prove
who, by the way, in the past 11 years have certainly coppetb be around about $9 million cheaper. When the Federal
it on the chin from the way the former Labor GovernmentGovernment, which is in a state of disruption at the moment,
behaved with other people’s money. In other words, anyinally decides whether to lease or sell the airport, | would
improvement in facilities will see no discrimination of any |ike to see South Australian ownership in the form of a
sort against the South Australian public which has sufferedonsortium. My preference—and | have stated this before—is
so much during the mismanaged years of Labor Governmeitiat it would involve local councils, because they have shown
in South Australia. an interest in it, and a public float, similar to airports which

Adelaide Airport is in my electorate, the electorate ofare privately owned in the United States of America. Also,
Hanson—and | hear comments from the member for Peake,believe that a locally owned consortium would be best
whose electorate, | would remind him, is just alongside—anguited to look after the interests of the people of Adelaide,
after having surveyed the area and door-knocked extensiveparticularly in view of the curfew. Once again | commend the
in the flight path area, | would say that about 99 per cent oGovernment and the Ministers for the pressure which they
residents want the airport upgraded and they support thisave exerted and which they are continuing to exert on the
Government’s initiative and plans to do something about itFederal Government to upgrade the airport. | support the
The majority of people | have encountered are very suppotmotion.
tive of Adelaide Airport's present location and do not
advocate its relocation elsewhere. Mr BECKER (Peake): This is the greatest little bit of

My views concerning this vitally important matter are well mischief | have ever read. However, | do support the
known in the western suburbs. Indeed, so too, of course, aresolution that, if there are to be any improvements at the
the views of the member for Peake. Adelaide Airport mustAdelaide Airport, we will make the Federal Government pay
be upgraded without delay. For the sake of this State’$or them. That is exactly what this motion means to me. It
economy, and in particular the prosperity of small and bigasks that this House commend the Government and particu-
business in South Australia, there must be an extension of tharly the Ministers, as mentioned:
runway beyond Tapleys Hill Road so that we can accommo- - o the steps they have taken to publicly press the Federal
date, as | said earlier, larger aircraft, as well as aircraft usedovernment to increase the amount of money available to the
to export our produce overseas on a daily basis. This will seederal Airports Corporation to extend the operational facilities at
an obvious boost to our economy, which was so miserablf\delaide Airport—
neglected and depressed during Labor’s time in Governmeuithough the operational facilities do not necessarily include
over the past 11 years in South Australia. all the areas mentioned by the member for Hanson—

Under the leadership of the Minister for Industry, «; accommodate a greater number of interstate and international
Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Developmentiights forthwith and calls on the Federal Government to take
we have already seen a strong recovery in the business secigrmediate action to rectify the situation without further cost to or
Under the Minister’s guidance, we have seen the emergengéscrimination against South Australians.
of creative and innovative industries and promotions in SoutfThe only thing that has been missing from the debate on the
Australia. Only last week, | think it was, in response to aairport is, first, experience and logic and, secondly, no-one
question | asked in this House of the Minister, he indicatechas yet approached, attacked or got stuck into Qantas,
his opening of a display at the Adelaide Airport which wouldbecause it is Qantas that has let South Australia down badly.
see further development of industry in this State. This was th@antas has not done the right thing by South Australia ever
opening of a display by industrial design students, and &ince it came here. It even took out the State Manager; it does
might say it is a very successful display indeed. It was amot have a State management. It does not have a senior
exhibition which included innovative designs for a new motorexecutive in South Australia who can make decisions to help
cycle—we could probably get one over to the member foand to promote South Australia. Queensland’s success with
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the tourism industry came about because former Premier Joh Mr BECKER: Whyalla is probably where | would be
Bjelke-Petersen got stuck into the Federal Government arldoking to put an international runway. Poor Frank cannot
made it very clear what he thought about the operation ofake the pace. But they have a beautiful climate up there,
Qantas. He wanted direct flights into Queensland and into thieeautiful conditions and a great potential to develop. If you
tourist destinations, and he got them. By doing that he wawant an international airport with 24 hours a day operation,
able to build up a very strong tourism industry. then perhaps Whyalla could be upgraded. There is plenty of

We have been informed—and tragically for someland there, I am told, and plenty of housing. As far as the
unknown reason | have not been given any information—thaf\delaide Airport is concerned, we have along way to go. If
three documents have been prepared for Cabinet. They difee Federal Government decided to fund the extensions of the
locked up in Cabinet before a Cabinet subcommittee, antHhway, | am told by the General Manager of the Federal
they detail the expenses, the estimates and the suggestionsAdports Corporation in Adelaide that it would take two years
the improvements of the facilities of Adelaide Airport. We before the runway would be open for service. From whenever
have no idea at this stage what it is going to cost, but théhe decision is made it will be two years before we get the use
General Manager of the Federal Airport Corporation a®f the extended runway.
Adelaide Airport tells me that we will need to bring in 44 | have heard the stupid nonsense and have read in the local
extra jumbo jets a week just to pay the interest on the capitdlaper that, by extending the runway 500 metres, when aircraft
that is required to extend the runway and to put the tunndgke off over Glenelg North by the sewerage treatment works,
under Tapleys Hill Road. they will be so high up in the sky the noise impact will be

I do not know where you are going to get 13 200 peopldeSséned. What a lot of garbage. A few years ago | spent a
to fly into Adelaide each week, but if you can do it, good luckWeek at Calvary Hospital and the noise of the jet aircraft

to you. But start by attacking Qantas first and asking it whafoming over _Calvary Hospital was just as loud as it is atmy
it is doing to promote Adelaide or South Australia as gPlace, which is at the other end of the runway below the flight

destination. We had this great hoo-ha from the previou®ath- Anybody who believes this stupid nonsense, this myth,
Government and Barbara Wiese. | remember when they safjat by extending the runway you will lessen the noise impact
that they would bring in direct flights from Japan. The flights&t Brooklyn Park, Cowandilla, Torrensville and Thebarton is
left Japan at 2 o'clock in the morning. How many people ardVing in cloud cuckoo land, because North Adelaide is a lot
prepared to travel to another destination for a holiday leavin{p"ther away than is North Glenelg, where | live at present.
at 2 am.? That is the whole problem: the scheduling of !fwe are going to bring in an extra 44 jumbo jets, that s,
aircraft from overseas into Adelaide on their way through tdf We are going to triple the number of jumbo jets coming in
Sydney or Melbourne. The other problem with Qantas is tha@nd out of Adelaide in the name of tourism to justify the
ifit does schedule overseas flights into Adelaide and then ofiXtension of the runway, the noise impact will be horrendous.
to Sydney, there is no way in the world they are allowed tdf that happens, compensation will have to be paid to

land in Sydney before 6 a.m. Sydney is a higher priority or"ouseholders for soundproofing, and that will cost a mini-
the curfew hour situation than is Adelaide. mum of between $6 000 and $9 000 a house. | understand

hat in the vicinity of Sydney airport already 3 500 houses
ave been targeted for soundproofing, but local residents and
!céiuncils want about 47 000 properties protected. In consider-

They are prepared to break the curfew in Adelaide an
comeinat5a.m., as long as they do not break the curfew i
Sydney, because that is where the electorate of the Fede - .
Minister of Transport (Laurie Brereton) is. | know him well, Ifig such issues, we neeq to I.O(.)k at the |mpact.—
trained him and wised him up in the affairs of public accounts The Hon. D.C. Wotton: Th_|s is to keep _the n0|s§3 down?
when he was a member of the New South Wales Parliament. Mr BECKER:  The environmental impact is most
After an investigation of the health services, then PremiefMPortant, and the Minister who now interjects is the Minister
Wran made him the Minister of Health. Eventually, of Cc)urse,responsmle fpr the enwronme_nt. If the M|n|ste_r does not look
he decided to go into Federal politics. Mr Brereton knows thex{ter the environment for residents on that side of town, let
problems associated with airports and extra runways, becaud®ne in the rest of the city, he would not be doing his job. He
the Sydney airport problems presently are worse than they@S an important role to play in advising the Federal Govern-
have ever been because the flight paths have been altered. Ni§Nt that he will not cop disruption to residents in these
longer do the jets go over Laurie Brereton’s electorate bu/€as. I strongly support asking QANTAS to bring more 767

they have been swung around into somebody else’s electordt@hts to Adelaide, including direct flights from Asia and
and you have absolute chaos. other tourist destinations. If only pictures were allowed in

We do not want that here and we will not get that, but ifHansard the public could see the member for Unley—

there is the need and the demand for tourism, then | suggest Mr Brindal: I'm going to see Charles D_|ckens.

that we extend the runway, but let us first get the tourists, MrBECKER: We cannot use displays in the House, but
Jumbos are not the be all and end all of aircraft. Itis the 7675Would like to describe the attire of the member for Unley.
that are the most successful aircraft that fly in and out of @M wary of the motion.

Adelaide Airport. The most successful airline flying into -
Adelaide is A?r Garuda—the Indonesian airline—VE//ithgabout The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): |

85 per cent loading. | challenge every member, particularl;pote the following wording of the motion:

those who have already spoken, to talk to the State Managers That this House commends the Government and particularly the

; il i inister for Transport, the Minister for Tourism and the Minister for
of Singapore Airlines and Cathay Pacific and ask them hoMdustry, Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Development

easy it is to fill a jumbo jet with cargo, let alone with o the Steps they have taken to publicly press the Federal Govern-
passengers. The poor member for Giles over there hafent to increase the amount of money available to the Federal
absolutely flaked out on all this information; he is having aAirports Corporation [to improve Adelaide Airport].

really good rest. | am somewhat amused by the motion. | always try to be
An honourable member interjecting: bipartisan and | am always pleased to support the Minister for
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Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business and Regionalinanimously by every delegate to the conference in Hobart.
Development in particular, but not much headway has bee@ertainly, without the special concession for Adelaide
made in respect of extending the Adelaide Airport runwayAirport, which did not apply to any other airport in the
I remember going to Hobart for the national ALP conferencecountry, the Federal Government would not have succeeded
I knew at the time that the Federal Government, and Laurigith its privatisation or leasing deal. That is why we told the
Brereton in particular, was committed to securing a changdelegates in Hobart that Adelaide’s runway needed to be
in Labor’s policy to allow the leasing of Australia’s 22 major extended by 522 metres to 3 100 metres to do its job properly.
airports to the private sector. There were some other things that really did not get much
The South Australian delegation knew that Lauriepublicity or airing. There were some other objectives, not
Brereton needed our votes to change that policy to achievanly to secure the support of the Federal Government in
the $2 billion target. Without the South Australian vote thatachieving the extension of the runway as part of the leasing
motion would have been defeated. Indeed, we did not go tprocess but also to ensure that the airport in Adelaide was
Hobart with an ideological position. We simply went thereleased on a debt-free basis so that a future operator would not
to get the best possible result for South Australia, and we ditle impeded by that debt. That was guaranteed by Federal
so. Every member of this Parliament knows that AdelaidéMinister Laurie Brereton in a public undertaking—an
Airport is substandard, second rate and in danger of becomingndertaking that does not apply to other airports around the
third rate and, if South Australia’s economic development iountry.
to move forward in terms of tourism and exports, it is our  One of our other concerns was that we heard a story that
view that in a bipartisan way we should be fighting not justthere were plans to lease Adelaide Airport in conjunction
to talk about the airport but to ensure that we get a first ratvith some other major facility, particularly Tullamarine, as
airport. part of some other package deal rather than as a separate
There is no doubt at all that Adelaide Airport is a majorentity. Quite frankly, it was our view that, as part of a
obstacle to our manufacturing industries in South Australiapackage, Adelaide Airport would have become simply a
itis a major impediment to South Australia’s export growth;regional feeder airport to a big international hub like
and itis a major impediment to inbound tourism. As a formerTullamarine in Melbourne. We were very pleased with the
Minister responsible for industry and tourism | certainly felt result of that conference. We are looking forward to some
totally let down by the Federal Airports Corporation, whichannouncements by the Federal Government next year.
was not an impressive outfit when | had dealings with it. However, that conference decision was vitally important for
| felt that South Australia had been duded by thatSouth Australia in order to break the impasse over the future
organisation’s obvious imperative to develop airport facilitiesdevelopment and operation of the airport. It is a first step, |
in the Eastern States. The simple fact is that Adelaide Airporgrant that, but it is a big step forward. After years of alibis
lacks the most basic infrastructure. Its runway is too short tand excuses, | believe the decision at the Hobart conference
do the job. | have had the pleasure of being a passenger invéll enable Adelaide Airport to play a more important role in
plane piloted by you, Mr Speaker, and you would appreciat@&elping to kick start economic and export growth in South
the fact that jumbo jets cannot take off fully loaded whenAustralia.
using that runway. Indeed, our runway is too short to support Whilst | am always pleased to work in a bipartisan way
freight flights to offshore destinations. There are unacceptableith the Minister for Transport, the Minister for Tourism, the
payload implications and penalties for exporters, and th#inister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business and
runway is too short even to sustain direct passenger flights feegional Development, and so on, when they are publicly
North Asia. pressing for an upgrade in facilities, sometimes talk by itself
About 50 per cent of South Australia’s exports have to bés not enough. It was very disappointing to contrast the
transhipped through other Australian gateways, particularhattitude of those Ministers who were prepared to work in a
through Melbourne’s Tullamarine, while jets in Adelaide bipartisan way with the attitude of the Premier, who panicked
have to take off part-loaded, actually leaving freight behindpublicly on television. He wrote a letter to me asking, ‘Can
that then has to be shipped overnight by truck or by train toyou help?’” And we did. He asked us to try to achieve separate
Melbourne to go through that airport because our runway igeasing and to try to achieve such things as an extension of
too short. As | say, this imposes a major cost burden othe runway as part of the national conference decision, and
exporters, particularly those with time-sensitive or perishablaeve did so.
goods. So, we have an airport in Adelaide which is reducing But when we got the result that he said he wanted, he
the competitiveness of local products overseas and whigbanicked, called news conferences, did cartwheels and
limits our export sales. attacked us for not getting enough when he had so little clout
Members of the South Australian delegation to the Hobarhe could achieve nothing at all. He even sent a new fax to the
ALP national conference bailed up our Federal colleagues$rime Minister—which | am told was greeted with a great
We told them that our votes and the votes of others that wdeal of amusement in terms of the Premier’s credibility in
could count on could not be taken for granted by the Federa&lanberra—saying, ‘We want more; it is not good enough’,
Government unless a specific commitment was made tand so on. The fact is, he did not have the clout, the courage,
extend the Adelaide runway. So, | moved a motion calling oror the gumption to work in a bipartisan way. He said he
the Federal Government ‘to ensure that finance is madeanted to and, when we did what he asked us to do, he
available to enable the extension of the runway and theucketed us.
upgrade of facilities at Adelaide Airport as part of the leasing My message to the Premier is that | am prepared to work
process so as to ensure maximum access to transport linkageigh him on issues, as | am prepared to work with the
for exports and tourism to assist South Australia’s regionaMinister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business and
economy.’ Regional Development, but he has to be genuine in his claims
That motion was accepted and supported by the Feder&ir bipartisanship. You cannot go around saying an Opposi-
Transport Minister, Laurie Brereton. It was endorsedtion is irrelevant when you write a hurried note to the Leader
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of the Opposition pleading for help because he did not havef 8.3 per cent. That leaves a 1.9 per cent gap, which gap is
the clout to achieve the extension of the airport himself. predominantly imports. As a result of that, as was also shown
in the last couple of days, our current account deficit is
Mr MEIER secured the adjournment of the debate.  gradually increasing. Therefore, we will end up paying more
interest on our foreign debt, so this country will slide.

INTEREST RATES This Federal Government must invoke fiscal policy; it
. . . must invoke fiscal control on its spending because, as | said
Adjourned debate on motion of Mrs Rosenberg: before, if you use monetary policy, the effect is very slow.
_That this House condemns the Federal Government's move tphere is a time lag involved in people changing their minds,
raise official interest rates and in particular for the deleterious eﬁec%hifting money and making decisions on investments. That
this will h i th. . . :
s Wi z?ve on economic grow time lag can last for anything up to 18 months to two years.
(Continued from 3 November. Page 959.) When you change your fiscal spending, what happens is that
o . immediately Government stops spending, demand decreases
. l\/tlrrfBUCIi.BY (II-:Ight'E).l tl havci nl:uctrrl]plzasure 'Q sukpi)orttr-] and, as a result, the economy slows down much more quickly
IlnE(S:JSO IS mo Ioln.l Irlf ,I e TQeSOa e h e MOLIJ<S€ ac ho h &han when you are using monetary policy. It is not a good
= S, partl?uharyétde atlep i s, when MrKeating, the thefy 5 14 yse fiscal policy alone either, but a combination of
reasurer of the Federal Parliament, was on an Interest rafy, s the correct policy for a country trying to control its

rise r_egime. He tol_d business, home buyers and farmers aliléeconomic growth or trying to control spending within the
that interest rate rises was the way to control the economyéconomy

it was the way to slow the impressive growth we were having L .
at that time. And he said that all would be well. Let me tell 1S IS not happening at the moment. Although not the
easurer now, Mr Keating is continuing to say that the

you, Mr Speaker, that all was not well, because interest rateér - X
rose to a level not seen before in this country overnment has the correct policies and that he will not

invoke a mini-budget at this stage, because he considers that

They rose to a stage where bankruptcies in small busmeﬁiterest rates are not rising at a rate that will be deleterious to

ses rose to a level again not seen before in this country, apziﬁte community. He might like to tell that to the farmers

from during the Great Depression. They rose to the StagSecause the drought relief assistance of $120 million will be
where many farmers, in particular, and small businesses were

paying eretrates on'oans t e tuneof 24 per cent. ALIoeC L1 & PETcent crest e, whieh mers wilace
in all, it was a very unsatisfactory situation. The Treasurer, ‘ 9

A , f a further possible interest rise before Christmas or very
at one time touted as the world's greatest Treasurer, feFs?oon after because of the figures that were released yesterday.

firmly on his face due to the fact that, in 1991, the recession . i .

hit, and it showed that the policy of interest rate rises to try _11iS policy shows a complete lack of understanding of

to control an economy was not the correct policy to use at alffonétary and fiscal policy in an economy. It shows that
There is only one way to control an economy, that is'perhaps Mr Keating has ideas of an election next year, not

through fiscal policy, or Government spending, as well agvantirr:g_ tohgo to anothekr Feqleralhbuﬂget '\IIIVirt1h the cll)Jr_rent
through monetary policy, which involves interest rates. Agdrowth in the economy, knowing that he will have to bring

very significant relationship exists between savings and ighter fiscal spending.
investment. If interest rates rise, quite obviously money

moves from the share market into the bond market, and
individuals, businesses and overseas investors put their
money into bonds or into interest rate bearing deposits rather HOUSING TRUST

than into the share market or investing in companies. . . . .
As a result of that, also, when interest rates rise, certain_“* Petition signed by 46 residents of South Australia

investments of companies become more doubtful and thegauesting that the_House urge the Government not to
thus decide not to invest; the demand for funds within"Plement the Audit Commission recommendations in
Australia becomes slower. However, the thing that mozgvlatlon to the South Australlan Housing Trust was presented
people overlook is that investment decisions are often mad® the Hon. M.J. Armitage.
with many years of lag time. For instance, decisions or plans Peétition received.
that large companies are making now may not come to
fruition until two years down the track. So, when they have FILM AND VIDEO CENTRE
gone a long way towards making those decisions and when N ] ) )
interest rates rise, rather than suddenly stopping all invest- A petition signed by 389 residents of South Australia
ment, they continue to roll along slowly, thinking that interestreéquesting that the House urge the Government to retain the
rates will flatten out. Therefore, control of an economy bySouth Australian Film and Video Centre was presented by the
monetary policy alone is not a good idea, because it occufdon. Frank Blevins.
only very slowly and it may not even occur at all, as Mr  Petition received.
Keating found in the late 1980s and the early 1990s.

Mr Lewis: His policies come from a century ago. TOWNSEND HOUSE

Mr BUCKBY: That is quite right; his policies do come
from a century ago, and from the depressions and hard times A petition signed by 2 854 residents of South Australia
of the 1890s. What we have now is a very similar situatiofequesting that the House urge the Government to ensure
to that which arose in the mid-1980s. Yesterday it wasfownsend PreSchool for the Hearing Impaired remains open
announced that we have a current growth rate of 6.4 per cerind maintains its current services was presented by Mrs
estimated from the last quarter's growth of 1.3 per cent. Wha&eraghty.
is also revealed is that we have a consumer spending growth Petition received.

[Sitting suspended from 1 to 2 p.m.]
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MILLICENT TAB I rule that aprima faciebreach of privilege has not been
established and the matter therefore cannot be afforded
A petition signed by 104 residents of South Australiapriority over other business.
requesting that the House urge the Government not to close In concluding, | make the point that it is most improper for
the Millicent Totalizator Agency Board was presented by Mrsany member or other person to disclose the proceedings of a

Geraghty. conference before the managers have reported to the House
Petition received. or to attempt to influence its proceedings, and were it to be
established that such actions had taken place it would be open
EDUCATION AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES to the House to deal with the matter most severely.
Petitions signed by 269 residents of South Australia DEATH AND DYING

requesting that the House urge the Government not to cut the
Education and Children’s Services budget were presented by The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Health): |

Mrs Hall and Messrs Kerin and Quirke. seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
Petitions received. Leave granted.
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: It gives me great pleasure
PAPERS TABLED to table the first report to Parliament on the care of the dying
) ) in South Australia. The Select Committee of this House on
The following papers were laid on the table: the Law and Practice Relating to Death and Dying made a
By the Deputy Premier (Hon. S.J. Baker)— number of recommendations covering diverse areas such as
Courts Administration Authority—Report, 1993-94. the law, palliative care, community attitudes, professional
By the Minister for Health (Hon. M.H. Armitage)— education and funding. In relation to reporting, the select
Foundation SA—Report, 1993-94. committee enwsag_e_d that a re_sqlutlon should be passed by
Institute of Medical and Veterinary Science—Report, both Houses requiring the Minister for Health to report
1993-94. annually to Parliament on the care of the dying in South
Phylsgigt?tl%TpiStS Board of South Australia—Report, Australia. Some members will recall that, just before Parlia-

South Australian Health Commission—Report, 1993-94 ment was prorogued for the 1993 State election, both Houses
' " did indeed pass such a motion.

By the Minister for Housing, Urban Development and | paye the privilege of being the first Minister for Health

Local Government Relations (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)— {5 taple such a report, and | do so with a great sense of
City of Tea Tree Gully—By-law No. 10—Moveable Signs personal as well as ministerial commitment. It is particularly
on Streets and Roads. appropriate, given that today is World AIDS Day. In a joint

District Council of Streaky Bay—By-law No. 1—Permits
and Penalties.

By the Minister for Emergency Services (Hon. W.A.

submission to the select committee by the Australian
Federation of AIDS Organisations and the AIDS Council of
South Australia, they made the following point:

Matthew)—
- . The advent of HIV/AIDS as a global epidemic has challenged
Country II_:lre Service—Report, 1993-94. much of our understanding about health and illness. In particular,
Metropolitan Fire Service—Report, 1993-94. HIV/AIDS has focused considerable attention on issues of death and
State Emergency Service—Report, 1993-94. dying.

St John Ambulance Service Inc.—Report, 1993-94. . . .
One of the hallmarks of a humane society is the manner in

Mal?t%et\tlv()a_l\/lmlster for Correctional Services (Hon. W.A. vvhich it cares fo.r people who are dyjng, and | pay great
tribute to the dedicated health professionals working in this
Department for Correctional Services—Report, 1993-94. 5103 as well as to volunteers and carers.
Cot&i%tt'faqg_sggp',%erf 'i‘g‘é';%rz Council of South As members will see from the report, considerable
' ' progress has been made in South Australia in putting a
PUBLIC SERVICE ASSOCIATION palliative care program into place. A statewide plan has been
developed and is being implemented, and | acknowledge the
The SPEAKER: Yesterday the Deputy Premier raised asassistance of Commonwealth funding, particularly in
a matter of privilege a press release made by the Publienabling programs to be extended in the metropolitan area
Service Association about the conference on the Correctionand new programs to be established in the country regions.
Services (Private Management Agreements) Amendment Bill. Professional education was an area highlighted by the
I undertook to consider the complaint and give a ruling as t@elect committee as being of particular importance. | am
whether aprima faciebreach of privilege had been estab- pleased to note a number of initiatives which are under way
lished. in postgraduate education and education for general practi-
Having examined the matter, | understand that the breadiioners, medical students and nurses. Last weekend the South
complained of by the Deputy Premier relates to disclosure ohustralian Health Commission called for expressions of
the results of the conference on the Bill before it had beemterest for one-off pilot or research projects as part of a
reported to the House. On reading the press release, howewvea|liative care program, with priority being given to training
| cannot agree that anything in it discloses the proceedings @ind education in bereavement services, support for volunteer
the conference, although | think that the language of théraining and recruitment, continuing education for service
release could have been phrased somewhat more courteouglyoviders and evaluation program effectiveness and client
A second issue raised from the tenor of the press releasatisfaction.
is whether it was an attempt to influence the proceedings of There is still much to be done, and | intend that the
the conference. Again, while the language leaves somethirigalliative Care Planning Group, which was brought together
to be desired, on balance | do not believe that to be the case. develop the statewide plan for 1993-94, be formally
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established as an advisory committee to the Health Commigacluding council amalgamations, by the end of the financial

sion to ensure that a high profile for this important area igear.

maintained. The annual preparation of a report to Parliament The Chairman of the ministerial group is Mr Graham

will ensure that it remains on our agenda, and that is amnderson, who is a former Chairman of the Angaston District

initiative that | welcome. | move: Council and currently Managing Director of Tarac Australia
That the report on the care of the dying in South Australia bePty Ltd. The members of the committee include Mr Don

referred to the Social Development Committee of Parliament.  Roberts, who has had 25 years in local government, including

Motion carried. 19 years as a Chief Executive Officer. He was also Deputy

Secretary-General of the LGA for four years and is a former

ELECTRICITY TRUST CHAIR State President of the Institute of Municipal Management.

Another member is Mrs Isabel Bishop, who has been active

The Hon. JW. OLSEN (Minister for Industry, in local government for a number of years, serving as a

Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Develop- councillor on the East Torrens council and as Deputy Mayor

ment): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement. and Mayor from 1987 to 1993. Mrs Bishop manages a family
Leave granted. horticultural property with her husband at Basket Range.

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | wish to advise the House that  Another member is Mr Graham Scott, senior lecturer in
Dr Andrew Holsman has been appointed as the new Chairpegzonomics at Flinders University, and Chair of the Local
son of the Electricity Trust of South Australia. The appoint-goyvernment Superannuation Board. Mr John Dyer, as the
ment will commence from Tuesday next, 6 December. Dijayor of Hindmarsh and Woodville Council and President
Holsman, a graduate of Cambridge University and they the |ocal Government Association, is the LGAs represen-
University of New South Wales and Managing Partner ofative on the committee. Mr Dyer’s appointment is subject to
Ernstand Young Management Consulting Service, Adelaidgonfirmation by the LGA State Executive at its meeting to be
office, replaces Mr Robin Marrett, who was appointed inpe|d next Thursday 8 December. Under the terms of refer-
March 1993 and who served as ETSAs General Managesnce, the advisory group will address the following issues:
from 1988. ,Dr HOIS-m-an Is also the-ChaIrperson of the (1) the functions carried out by local government, both by
Government's Electricity Seqtor Working Party and C.:ha'r.'individual councils and within defined regions, and the means by
man, Woods Bagot Australia. He has key expertise iyhich more responsive, effective and competitive service delivery
strategic and information systems planning and the manageight be achieved, including the planning and delivery of functions
ment of change and has extensive senior manageme®it a regional basis;
experience as Manager, Corporate Planning and Development (2) the performance of individual councils compared with a range
with the Australian National Line. He was also Manager ofof appropriate benchmarks for best practice and the means by which

Research and Development for the Port of Melbournd!€ Performance can be improved; _ _
Authority. (3) examining and advising on the extent to which council

For over a decade Dr Holsman lectured in appIiecﬁg%g&?’ti\feh?eu,:ge%ﬁg?ontraCted out and options for the use of

gﬁgnﬁm:fe?sﬁg/ggip\s%ggrhne ggigﬁfltégggggv Isglét”he\\;\éalgrs (4) the need for structural arrangements under which local

> ! ’ : . government areas can encompass a full range of current and
Holsman will bring to ETSA the broad expertise and proposed functions, together with the people who require them, and
experience necessary for it to maintain and continue itthe means to achieve the structural arrangements as quickly as
progress in managing change for the 1990s. A focus fopossible;

achieving structured change will be necessary for the ETSA (5) the need for the provision of financial incentives or assistance

Chairman, its board of directors and General Manager to tak@ amalgamating councils to assist with the initial costs associated

the organisation to a position of strength in its dealings wit%vg;n?gﬁtgfjg%reform’ and the form and source of such incentive

the national ellect.rlcr[y .m."’“"et anq national g.”d’ In Wh'Ch (6) any legislative amendments required to facilitate the reform
South Australia will participate. This new appointment in Noprgcess.

way diminishes the contribution of the incumbent Chairman.]_h G , h to local ¢

Mr Robin Marrett, who has maintained throughout his time! "€ Governments approach to local government reform

at ETSA a strength of purpose in guiding the organisatior?mphas'ses collabqratlon with local government in achieving
through what would have been challenging times. | wish t han_ge from within rather than opposing change from

place on record my appreciation to Robin Marrett for hisCutside. The State Government considers it has a vital role to
professional and positive leadership of the Electricity TrusP'@Y In providing leadership and an appropriate framework

of South Australia. or change, and it is up to local government itself to make the

change happen.

MINISTERIAL ADVISORY GROUP The group will consult widely with the Local Government
Association, local councils, State agencies, local government

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Housing, unions and members of the community, in both urban and
Urban Development and Local Government Relations):  rural areas, in addressing its terms of reference and preparing
| seek leave to make a ministerial statement. its advice. Its focus will be on acting as a catalyst for sector-

Leave granted. wide reforms by identifying the benefits to be gained from

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: On 26 October this year the reform of structures, functions and operations, working out
Premier announced that a ministerial advisory group woulavays in which councils can be encouraged and assisted to put
be established by the Minister for Housing, Urban Developnew arrangements in place, and suggesting any necessary
ment and Local Government Relations to facilitate thechanges to existing legislation to achieve these outcomes. |
process of reform in local government. | am very pleasedommend the operations of the group to all members and seek
today to be able to announce the composition of the grougupport during its investigations and deliberations as it
which will report to me on issues of local government reform,prepares its report.



Thursday 1 December 1994 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1373

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH AND IRON KNOB prior to greater management control being exercised over
BIKIE GANG overtime.
The issue of WorkCover was raised by the same police

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Minister for Emergency officer. Legal opinion has been obtained from the Crown
Services):| seek leave to make a ministerial statement.  Solicitor’s office, and the Police Department has been

Leave granted. advised by the manager of the Government Workers’

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: Regrettably, | could not Rehabilitation and Workers’ Compensation Office that police
offer the normal courtesy of circularising this statement inofficers who volunteer their services or who are employed at
advance because it has only just come to hand. Yesterday &departmental community program, which includes Neigh-
the House | was asked a number of questions by the Oppodiourhood Watch, are covered by WorkCover if injury occurs
tion regarding Neighbourhood Watch and an alleged bikievhilst they are engaged in these activities. Therefore, the
problem at Iron Knob. Following my referral of these advice from the Police Commissioner indicates that police
operational matters to the Police Commissioner, he has nowfficers continue to be paid for attendance at Neighbourhood
provided me with the following information. First, in relation Watch meetings. There has been no change. Police officers
to Neighbourhood Watch, a directive was issued by policére covered by WorkCover when they attend such meetings.
management that police who work day shift only cannot incut find it particularly disappointing that the Labor Party has
overtime for any purpose without first obtaining permissionentered into politicising the Police Force in this way.
from management. When considering an overtime request, In relation to the difficulties faced by citizens at Iron
police require that there is a need for the officer to perfornKnob, | can advise that, contrary to the claim made by the
a specific duty which contributes to the operational effectivemember for Giles, my office has received no correspondence
ness of the Police Force and a need to achieve a particulan this matter. The Police Commissioner advises that four
departmental objective. Therefore, permission to workcomplaints were received by either him or the Police
afternoon shift or overtime for Neighbourhood Watch will Complaints Authority in the past four years from residents of
remain unaltered. Iron Knob. Three of these complaints are currently with the

The Commissioner reaffirmed that, when members ar@olice Complaints Authority for determination. One is still
required to attend such duties, they are entitled to and shoul¢hder investigation.
be paid in accordance with the police officers’ award. With  The complaints involve a group of six males. Of this
respect to the specific example involving Elizabeth Neighgroup, three currently own and ride motorcycles; two neither
bourhood Watch raised by the Opposition Leader, | providewn motorcycles or have licences; and one is currently
the following information from the Police Commissioner. licensed but has a motorcycle undergoing repairs and the
The police officer who raised the allegations resides with anotorcycle is not rideable. The group refers to itself as the
union official of the Police Association of South Australia. DV8s (pronounced ‘Deviates’). In the preceding two years
The union official apparently raised the matter with the Policea total of 45 incidents have been reported within the Iron

Association. Knob police district. Members of the group have been either
Mr CLARKE: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. arrested or reported in connection with six of these incidents.

This is a ministerial statement that contains facts— Members of the group have been the victims in two of the
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will reported incidents. The Police Commissioner advises that

resume his seat. local police will continue to monitor the situation at Iron

Mr CLARKE: | would like to be able to get my words Knob and take appropriate action where necessary.
out.

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the honourable member JOINT COMMITTEE ON LIVING RESOURCES
for again defying the Chair. The Minister has been given . .
leave to make a statement, and the Chair has no control over 1€ Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Minister for the Environ-

the content of the statement. ment and Natural Resources)! bring up the interim report
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: On Monday the Police of the joint select committee and move:
Association— That the report be received.
Mr ATKINSON: Mr Speaker— Motion carried.
The SPEAKER: Order! Does the honourable member
have a point of order? The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move:
Mr ATKINSON: Yes, Sir, leave is withdrawn. That the report be printed.

The SPEAKER: Order! Once the House has given leave

h Motion carried.
an honourable member cannot withdraw leave.

The Hon. W.AA. MATTHEW: On Monday the Police ECONOMIC AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

Association raised the matter with the Police Commissioner

and was advised that the information was incorrect— Mr BECKER (Peake): | bring up the twelfth and interim
Members interjecting: report of the committee on the management of the
The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many interjections Government motor vehicle fleet and move:

on my right. That the report be received.

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: The Police Commissioner
advised the Police Association that police officers will
continue to be paid for Neighbourhood Watch attendance. C N .
The Police Commissioner also advises that it is interesting to The Hon. S.J. BAK_ER (Deputy Premier): | move:
note that the officer raising the allegations earned $939.23in That the report be printed.
overtime and penalties from 6 July 1994 to 31 August 1994 Motion carried.

Motion carried.
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QUEST'ON TIME The SPEAKER: Order!
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Irise on a point of order.
WATER RATES Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many interjections

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):My coming from my right. The honourable member for Giles has
question is directed to the Minister for Infrastructure. Has the, point of order.

Government now reversed its decision and abandoned the .

Audit Commission recommendations to adopt user-pays, t Thg: Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Thank you, Sir. Could the
remove the free water allowance and to eliminate cross-'emier occasionally address the Chair.

subsidies for water? On 27 October, the Premier told this The SPEAKER: Order! | would suggest to the member
House that the Government was going to accept theder Giles that the point of order is getting very close to being
recommendations and that they would be taken up ifrivolous.

December to apply for the following year. On 1 November,  The Hon, DEAN BROWN: | have observed, too, how the
the Minister told the House that the new water pricing policymember for Giles and his colleagues, every time they do not
would be gazetted within one month. The Waterworks Acljike what is being said from this side, jump to their feet and
requires notices of new rates to be published inGlagette  (ake a point of order, as they did during the ministerial
on or before 7 December and toda@gazettewhich does not - statement. Who raised the issue yesterday? They did: they
carry any notice on this issue, is the last sched@edette  rised the issue. The Minister responded this afternoon and

before 7 December. they did not like the truth, because they were being exposed
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | can assure the honourable for what they are.

member that new rates will be established prior to the Members interiecting:
required date of 7 December. As the honourable member embers interjecting:

would well know, theGazetteis issued from time to time ~ The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Wright is out
formally to convey the new rating system to the public ofof order.

South Australia and, in the fullness of time, those rates will  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: As to the national survey, |

in fact be detailed. Let me assure the honourable member thgighlight the sharp contrast with where we were 12 months
the principles contained in the Audit Commission report haveygo: South Australia had high unemployment, no growth and
been the guiding principles upon which the water pricingthe poorest figures for the whole of Australia when compared

mechanism will be put in place. with the other States. Where are we 12 months later? We
have gone from the bottom to the top of Australia. There is
STATE ECONOMY more good news on top of that. For the last seven months

) _ ) consecutively we have had growth in South Australia with
Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): | address my questiontothe jop yacancies. The Commonwealth DEET survey released
Premier. As the Government is approaching the first annivejyst today shows a 48.2 per cent increase in skilled vacancies

sary of its election, will the Premier say what evidence thergy soyth Australia. Since the election, we have created over
is to show that the Government is fulfilling the mostimport- 15 9o full-time jobs since January this year.

ant commitment it made prior to the last election—to rebuild

the State's economy? The latest figures also show that in South Australia since

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: A national survey of 2 000 March this year we have had an annualised growth rate in

businesses across the whole of Australia has been releas &;ﬁ:!ic)gyén;rg 90;) ;i eﬂfr_gzggnctﬂrgﬂgﬁ SS;N Sligtfahii Rﬁgggﬁ;

just this week. That survey was very comprehensive; it ask %\is clearly shows that South Australia is growing in terms
its economy. It shows that we have achieved an export

cus in South Australia. It shows that we have gone from the

these 2 000 businesses what their expectations were for t
next three months; and also it very carefully recorded thei

performances over the past three months. It is interesting . e
see, because the survey is broken down into three differe pttom of the Austr'alllan States to the top. It also h|gh||ghts
e enormous optimism building up in South Australia,

f:]r:ﬁts: f:gs\,:l,tr?.er;(re][jal ?hl?f(;?esﬁlsg:t%t'e%?s; nsiz%]dl?glimaﬁqlg%bcause the companies are making investments in new plant
9 ! ' Y P nd equipment. | point out that 12 months ago the Liberal

equipment. In all three categories, South Australia came o arty promised South Australia a change for the better, and

with the highest expectation of any State in Australiaforthelz months later we have produced a substantial change for
next three months. the better

In terms of improved business conditions, the figure for
South Australia was 51.4 per cent, which was 11 per cent
above the national average; when it came to employment WATERWORKS ACT
prospects for the next three months, the outlook was 30.7 per o
cent, which was 10 per cent higher than the national average; Mr FOLEY (Hart): My question is directed to the
and when it came to investment in new plant and equilenlsterfor Infrastructure. V\_/as_the decision to co_mp_IyW|th
ment—a very essential item in terms of ongoing expansiofhe Waterworks Act by publishing a spectaazetten lieu
of industry in this State—the figure was 32.3 per cent, an@f placing the required notice in todayGazettetaken to
that was 5 per cent above the national average. | stress tha/0id the scrutiny of this Parliament?
in every one of the categories, South Australia was at the very The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: It is Question Time today and
top. | invite members to think about where we were exactlywe are under scrutiny of the Parliament. If the Opposition
12 months ago. We were at the bottom of the heap; this Stat@ants to pose a series of questions in Question Time and use
was looking down with a— the democratic process, rights and procedures of this
Members interjecting: Parliament, it is entitled to do so.
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STATE SUPPLY information briefings would be held, and | seek information
from the Minister about the feedback from these seminars and
Mr ROSSI (Lee): My question is directed to the Treasur- the number of participants they have attracted.
er. What action is being taken by State Supply to identify The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: We have had very interest-
functions that might be undertaken more cost effectively bying briefings, 18 meetings having been held around the State,
the private sector? seven of them in the country and 11 in the metropolitan area.
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The issue of how we conduct Lastevening | had the privilege of attending a meeting in the
business in South Australia and how a Government conduciBarossa Valley at which over 100 people were present. At
business is addressed on a regular basis, particularly withiorwood the previous evening, 280 people attended a
my portfolios. We have a monthly meeting to look at bettermeeting to learn about enterprise bargaining, and the previous
ways of providing service; in areas where we believe we areveek 180 people attended a similar briefing in the western
not getting value for service, we are looking at other meansuburbs. One of the most important issues that came out of
of providing that service. | refer to two small areas that mighthe briefings was that small businesses wanted to make
appeal to the House. The first relates to transport, becausbange. They were excited about the new industrial relations
many of our supply functions have had dedicated transpogrovisions in our State and wanted to learn how they could
which is highly inefficient and which is not cost-effective. shift away from the rigid award system under which they had
Even in an area such as the State Supply warehouse at Seatorgviously been operating.
which had dedicated transport associated with it, that An interesting aspect of the briefings was that it took the
transport is now with the private sector, and the last twdJTLC 13 meetings before it decided to send a member along.
trucks owned and operated by State Supply were discontinugtlwas very interesting that, at the last five briefings, the
from service in June this year. The remaining drivers hav&JTLC member changed his attitude from being a very
been made available for redeployment within the warehouseggressive person and initially condemning the new industrial
We now use TNT Air Carriers, which can operate as partelations system to last night saying that it is the sort of
of its normal service. That is saving us about $64 000 a yegrartnership in which the unions and the employers ought to
simply by making the service better and faster by giving it tobe involved because it is the best system in Australia. His
the private sector. In the area of disposals, we have tended ¢bange in attitude was interesting because it had come about
do the job ourselves rather than letting the experts handle thtirough his involvement with all these small business people
aspect of Government. We have changed that as well. W&aying, ‘We want to work with the trade union movement and
have had expressions of interest, and we believe significamtith the employees to make sure that the system works in
cost savings will be made from that area simply by allowingSouth Australia.’ | congratulate the UTLC member con-
those people who are expert at doing the job to do it at @erned, because he has seen the light, and | am quite sure he
competitive price. We had a dedicated fleet at Central Linenyill now go back with his honours degree and convince the
but that has now changed, and some drivers have gone ouvest of the people in the UTLC that it is the best way to go.
to the contractor. Another interesting point to come out of the meeting last
We now have an efficient and effective service; it is oneevening was the announcement of the first total non-union
providing quality, it is timely and, of course, it is also agreement in South Australia, 30 non-unionists having sat
achieving significant cost savings. Every month we sit dowrdown with their employer and negotiated this agreement. It
and work out the best way of doing things and how we caris a sign that small business is now starting to recognise the
improve. In many areas we have management and employeksnefits. More than 2 000 employees are now covered by
coming up with new ideas, some of which involve transfer-enterprise agreements in South Australia, and we are going
ring functions from inside Government to outside Govern-to ensure that this State is progressive through this new
ment, and some real innovation is taking place. industrial relations system.

WATER CROSS-SUBSIDIES WATER RATES

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Giles): Will the Premier Mr FOLEY (Hart): Will the Minister for Infrastructure
give a categorical assurance that cross-subsidies to countigveal to the House today details of his new water rating
water users that ensure that country users pay the same prieheme required by law to be gazetted by 7 December?
for water as metropolitan users pay will not be reduced or The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: In answer to previous questions
removed? from the Opposition, | have indicated that the Government

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am surprised that the has considered water pricing, as all Governments do in the
honourable member, being a country member, has nahonth or so prior to 7 December, to make a determination.
bothered to read a press release put out by the Governmeiitie Government has considered the question of water pricing
through the Minister for Infrastructure, earlier this weekand it will be announced in due course. As | told the member
where that assurance was given. | assure the honouralfler Hart just a short time ago, be patient, and | am sure he
member that there will be a common price for water rightwill be pleased with the determinations and policy directions
across the State. of the Government.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION SEMINARS INDONESIAN MINISTER

Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Can the Minister for Industrial Mr WADE (Elder): My question is directed to the
Affairs inform the House on the latest round of communityMinister for Infrastructure. Following last week’s visit to
information seminars held in Adelaide to discuss industriaSouth Australia by the Indonesian Minister for Public Works,
relations issues? When the State’s new industrial relationdr Moochtar, will the Minister advise the House of the
laws came into effect in August, the Minister said a series ofesults of that visit and say what may have impressed the
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Indonesian delegation while they were guests of the Engi- Itis a practical demonstration of the importance of having
neering and Water Supply Department? contact with other countries and people in places of influence
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: As the honourable member has who can look first hand at the ability of South Australia to
indicated and as | have previously advised the House, thmeet their needs and position South Australia, over the next
Indonesian Minister for Public Works visited South Australial0 or 20 years, to undertake the export of its tradeable
a week ago and spent several days looking at the activitieservices and knowledge bank. By doing that, we will create
experience and expertise of the Engineering and Watex better economic climate in South Australia.
Supply Department and how that might be applied in
Indonesia. It was a very productive visit by the Minister. He HOSPITAL STAFFING
was able to gain first-hand knowledge of the skills within the
Engineering and Water Supply Department, skills which have Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to
been built up over many decades as a result of handling artie Minister for Health. How many medical, nursing,
managing difficult water, distributing water over large areagechnical and support staff will disappear from our public
of South Australia, how we look after trade waste, sewagdospitals after the Christmas deadline for staff cuts, and how
discharge, and why and how South Australia is the only Statdoes he propose to maintain standards of care in our public
in this country not to discharge raw sewage into any gulfhospitals following these massive staff losses? The Opposi-
river, lake or waterway within its borders. tion has been informed that 127 full-time jobs must go from
Following the visit and consultations between theFlinders Medical Centre by Christmas, including 25 nurses
Indonesian Minister and the South Australian Governmenignd 60 to 80 support staff. Another 300 staff at Modbury
a project has been established to look at the Ciliwung Rivetiospital are to go, including almost one-third of the nursing
a major river fronting Jakarta, which flows through Bogorstaff. Nursing staff at Flinders say that the loss of 25 nursing
and Jakarta into Jakarta Bay. Currently this river hagobs will jeopardise levels of care.
discharged into it not only commercial/industrial trade waste The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Unfortunately, the
but sewage as well, and itis also required for drinking waterOpposition is stuck in the paradigm of the past. It has not yet
We have agreed as a matter of principle to use that river agrasped that things alter. | cannot remember the number of
a pilot project to establish a clean river system. It will be aoccasions in the past on which | have spoken about the
high profile project and it will be very important in position- efficient use of staff with things such as step-down care beds.
ing South Australia and its knowledge and expertise in th@ his is exactly the way staff numbers can be reduced: by
Indonesian marketplace. The successful conclusion of th@troviding totally appropriate care at the smallest cost to
project hopefully will open up a range of other opportunitiestaxpayers. Surely nobody in the House would disagree with
in Indonesia and other parts of Asia for joint venturesthat. If the member for Elizabeth disagrees with that, please
between the private and public sectors of South Australidet her stand up and tell the taxpayers of South Australia. That
using the experience and knowledge of the Engineering anid exactly the sort of way in which budgets can be managed
Water Supply Department, to create a better environment faotally appropriately, with no decrease in care.
people in Indonesia. With regard to Modbury Hospital, the member for
As | indicated to this House on a previous occasionglizabeth talks about one-third of the staff being offered
Jakarta with a population officially of 14 million, but more TSPs, and hence continues on her merry way of Creating
than that, has a sewerage system designed by the Dutchfigther discontent and fear. | have a letter from the Chief
cater for 500 000 people. As will be appreciated, that systergxecutive Officer of Modbury Hospital. Amongst other
is overtaxed. As a result, many opportunities are available fahings, he indicates:
private sector companies working with Government agencies .
in Indonesia. In fact, in the Asia region it has been identifieth;hﬁsgg}%%ﬁeama;ﬁ]%ri?g:giﬁd_therefore Isto seek approval for
that about $26 billion worth of infrastructure will be required .
to meet their needs over the next 10 or 15 years. | am sure members opposite know only too well what an
South Australia has two choices. It can ignore it and le@MPit claim is all about—
other States and countries access those opportunities, or it caird to remove some of the uncertainty.

seize the initiative and position itself to create jobs for Southn other words, for the workers. The letter further states:
Australla_ms by using the knowledge and expertise that WE " \ve believe only 10 to 15 per cent of the total Modbury staff are
have built up over many decades as a result of handlingejy (o take a targeted separation package. By removing uncertainty
difficult water and experiencing the disadvantages with whickve can better assist staff to make their individual decisions. We are
South Australia has had to cope. That visit has positionedlso striving to provide staff with clear, correct information about
South Australia well with the Indonesian Government.  their other employment options. . .

| have issued an invitation to members of Mr Moochtar'sSo, as | have said on countless occasions, no staff at Modbury
staff from their Public Works Department and Department ofHospital need fear for their job. What the Chief Executive
Environment and Conservation to visit South Australia earlyOfficer and the management have done is offer a number of
next year to have meetings with officials from the Engineertargeted separation packages, which everyone in the House
ing and Water Supply Department, the Economic Developknows are voluntary. If workers decide to take them up and
ment Authority, with the support and cooperation of theto allow the taxpayer to benefit, so much the better.
Department of Environment and Natural Resources, to work
up a program for the clean up of the Ciliwung River. HARBOURSIDE DEVELOPMENT
Subsequent to that, officers from the South Australian
Government will go to Indonesia to assist in implementing Mr BECKER (Peake): | direct my question to the
a plan for that project and then proceed to look at funding foMinister for Housing, Urban Development and Local
it from the World Bank, Asia Development Bank, ADAB, or Government Relations. Following his recent announcement
other sources to undertake that task. of the appointment of preferred developers to the $20 million
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Harbourside Quay residential development at Port Adelaidgrivate sector. This was identified to the management of
when can work be expected to commence on this site? IMVS, and the tender brief, which was printed in the

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Members will recall my Advertiserwas referred to all interested parties, including the
announcing in the House a while ago that Kinsmen Pty Ltdnanagement of the IMVS, indicating that it was a process of
had been awarded the right to commence work on théendering or contracting out rather than competitive tender-
development of the Harbourside Quay site. Kinsmen Pty Ltdng. So, the process is completely understood as one of those
is well known for residential developments such as thecontracting out rather than competitive tendering. There is a
Seaford, Montague Farm and Horwood Bagshaw sites. Thaifference with all the other services offered for contestability
Harbourside Quay site will have the potential to develop 15®ecause at the moment they are provided by staff within the
houses and will become the first stage of the redevelopmeModbury Hospital, and | am informed that all the contesta-
of the Port Adelaide waterside area. Because of its past usdlity guidelines are being followed in those tenders.
in both light industry and port activities, the fact is that nearly ~ The other thing | would ask members of the House to note,
all the waterfront could have been subject to some sort aiind | have mentioned this before, is that the IMVS did not
filling and reclamation work, and because of that it will havesubmit the winning tender. The reason it was not the winning
to be subject to considerable investigation to determine whaender was that, for exactly the same quantum of services,
sort of contamination could be present, before we move intthere were at least two tenderers at a lower price. In line with
any residential construction. In this regard, prior testing hagvery decision that this Government will take, if we can
indicated that the site does contain some soil contaminatioprovide quality services at a cheaper price so that the taxpayer
resulting from its prior use, and investigation will have to gets good quality services and benefits financially, we will
proceed. make those decisions.

The first stage of activity will therefore involve extensive
field trials to determine the appropriate remediation and
compaction strategy. These trials will involve the respective MURRAY-DARLING 2001 PROJECT
authorities, such as the Port Adelaide council, the EPA and Mr ANDREW (Chaffey): What action has the Minister

the South Australian Health Commission, and will be .
undertaken under the supervision of Maunsell Pty Ltd, whict{er the Ervironment and Natural Resources ta.ke'ﬁ to advance
has had wide experience in other remedial work around'® South Australian Government's submission to the
Adelaide. These works were commenced on-site today; they€ntenary of Federation Advisory Committee for the Murray-
will finish at the end of next week; and they will involve the arling 2001 project? ]
necessary health and safety precautions to ensure that the 1 "€ Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | thank the member for
most effective remedial strategy is identified. Chaffey for his ongoing interest in thls_ matter and matters
The initial work will mean that five or six technicians in "€lating to the Murray River. Itis of particular interest to the
white protective clothing will be on site, moving around: member for Chaffey and of interest to all South Australians.
backhoes will be involved: and bulldozers and compactorgtSt as an aside, members may be interested to know that the
urray-Darling Basin Ministerial Council will be meeting

will also be in use. The workmen moved onto the site today. Adelaid Th hA i .
What was perceived some months ago by the Opposition ard Ad€laide tomorrow. The South Australian Government is

others as just an idea, on which we were questioned as fipUtely aware of the importance of the Murray-Darling Basin
whether it would ever come to fruition. now has developeoto Australia and, in particular, to South Australia. Hence its
to the stage where workmen and imﬁlements have movedgcision to put a submission to the Centenary of Federation
onto the site and we are seeing activity taking place. | would*dVisory Committee in June this year for the Murray-Darling
expect to have the development designs on my desk ve 01 project, a program to restore the Murray-Darling Basin

early in the New Year, so that we can get on with the project?y the year 2001. That written submission followed a
presentation by the Premier in March this year.

MODBURY HOSPITAL The Centenary of Federation Advisory Committee
included the project in its report to the Commonwealth
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to Government but, unfortunately, the Commonwealth Govern-
the Minister for Health. Was the process which led tomenthas not supported the inclusion of the Murray-Darling
Gribbles Pathology being chosen as the preferred tenderer f8P01 project in the Centenary of Federation program, and |
pathology services at Modbury Hospital consistent with thghink we would all be disappointed and concerned about that.
policy on contestability that he announced in June and, if notiowever, given the importance of the project, the South
why not? Minutes of a meeting between IMVS staff andAustralian Government does not intend to let the matter rest
Health Commission executives on 16 November indicate thahere. | have had the project put on the agenda for tomorrow’s
there is confusion as to whether the pathology services dinisterial council meeting with a view to noting the
Modbury came under the umbrella of contestability, and thabackground to the project, agreeing to the further develop-
the Health Commission is seeking internal legal advice on theent of the project and agreeing to its being submitted to
matter. The minutes also indicate that urgent decision€OAG for consideration as a separate project for funding
relating to the fate of IMVS staff at Modbury Hospital cannot under the Centenary of Federation program.
be made until the legality of the process is finalised. While progress has been made in tackling the natural
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: As the member for resource managementissues confronting the basin, the State
Elizabeth so correctly identifies, the pathology services aGovernment believes that progress is being made but at a
Modbury Hospital are provided by staff of the IMVS; in other relatively slow rate. The main aim of the Government in
words, they are not Modbury Hospital staff. The legal advicgoromoting the Murray-Darling Basin 2001 project is to build
is that the contestability policy, which the Governmentupon existing initiatives and to greatly accelerate the rate of
enthusiastically embraces, will apply where the staff withinprogress, specifically in improving river health and quality,
the hospital itself are competing for a tender against thso that substantial progress can be achieved by the year 2001.
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Without the impetus that would be provided by the imple-system. This is being considered by the committee in two
mentation of the project, its overall goal of restoring riverparts. The first part is the function of dispatching emergency
health and protecting water quality will not be achieved byservice vehicles and appliances to an incident. The second
2001 and probably not for many years after that. As a resulfart is the provision and operation of computer hardware and
the Premier, my ministerial colleagues and | will be doingsoftware, including communications networks and equipment
everything we can in order to promote the Murray-Darlingto facilitate dispatch and communications. With respect to
2001 project which, | would suggest to all members of theexisting systems, the committee has found that the current
House, deserves the support of all South Australians and aimbulance system, which dates from November 1988, is in
Australians. need of replacement. It has a limited functionality and no
access to geographic information. The existing Metropolitan
HOUSING TRUST RENTS Fire Service systems have been developed in house over
many years and have reached the limit of their capabilities.

Ms HURLEY (Napier): When will the Minister for  Calls cannot be queued. There is no provision for access to
Housing, Urban Development and Local Governmengeographic information systems, and the systems do not
Relations end the uncertainty facing Housing Trust tenantgresently comply with international fire standards.
and announce full details of the trust's new rent policy, and The police computer aid dispatch system commenced
why has he failed to table the triennial review of the Housingoperation in July 1990, at which time it was regarded as state
Trust in this session of Parliament? Following the Auditof the art. However, the recently completed South Australian
Commission reportin April, | have been approached by manyolice Information Technology Strategic Plan has identified
Housing Trust tenants seeking details of when and how thghat the system is now reaching maturity and also requires
right market related rents recommended by the commissiofipgrading. The committee has also found there is duplication
and confirmed in the Government’s May financial statemengf communications towers and equipment between agencies
will apply. The Minister told the Estimates Committee on 16resulting in increased costs and communication difficulties
September that he would table the triennial review and detailsetween those emergency service bodies due to incompatible
of the trust’s rent policies ‘shortly’. equipment.

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: The question of rentand  The feasibility study has determined that there are a total
rent increases is subject to very detailed modelling that isf 184 people employed at a cost of $11.2 million to dispatch
going on within the Housing Trust. It must be considered byemergency service vehicles across South Australia. In
the Housing Trust Board and also by my department and thsituations where call work loads are at a peak, it is possible
Government. As soon as those figures are available, they withat a dispatcher may overlook the need to invoke several
be released to the House. The Government is taking verymergency service agencies and dispatch resources from one
seriously the whole question of market related rents. We arggency only.
not about to go out there and raise rents unnecessarily. We are |t has therefore been determined that a key requirement of
not about doing anything other than looking after the besgny combined dispatch system will be to enable and facilitate
interests of our tenants, who are our customers. We willmakg multi-agency response to any incident. While the final
a very careful decision in due course, and the public and theecommendations are yet to be made, | can also advise the

House will be the first to know when it is made. House the committee favours a two-site communications
operation, with one site acting as a backup for the other. This
EMERGENCY SERVICES is likely to involve the police and the State Emergency

i n Services at one site and the Metropolitan Fire Service,
Mr KERIN (Frome): Will the Minister for Emergency  country fires and ambulance services at another. The dispatch
Services advise the House whether a review is under way fgfinction is expected to continue to be operated by emergency
a combined emergency services dispaich system for Soulfaryice agencies but with the private sector providing the
Australia and whether the review involves all emergencyniormation technology facilities.
service agencies? It is intended that the implementation plan be developed
The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: | am well aware of the py April 1995 and the development of new systems proceed
honourable member’s ongoing interest in the provision ofg zjlow the new communications systems to be implemented
emergency services, particularly in his rural electorate, angyring 1996-97. Therefore, in the interim, changes are also
the honourable member is well aware of the dn‘flpultles fQCSQikely to be necessary to existing systems in order that they
by some of those emergency service groups in effectivelgan continue to cope prior to the introduction of the new
communicating with each other due to inadequate communkystems. Following six years of procrastination over emer-
cation systems in this State. In response to the honourab ncy service communications systems by the previous
member’s question, | can advise the House that on 1&overnment, | am pleased to be able to advise the House that

September this year | established a combined emergengyis Government is getting on with the job of tackling the
services committee headed by the Office of Informationgsye and solving it.

Technology to review the emergency services communication

systems and also to investigate the merits of a combined METROPOLITAN FIRE SERVICE

dispatch monitoring system for South Australia’s emergency

services. The first report from the committee is expected to Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): Will the Minister for

be with me by 12 December this year. However, in theEmergency Services assure the House that all officers of the

interim | can advise the House that a number of things havietropolitan Fire Service will be subject to the same

occurred, and | can also advise the House of the work beingisciplinary procedures for breaches of regulation regardless

undertaken by the committee. of their rank or position in the service? Recently an officer
The study is to determine the technical viability and costvas demoted for breach of regulation, yet the Deputy Chief

justification for a combined emergency services dispatcl®fficer on two occasions while on call failed to attend two
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fires: he did not arrive. The Deputy Chief Officer was notly, that centre for excellence will be badged in the not too
disciplined and officers are concerned that two sets of ruledistant future. The centres for excellence are all about helping
apply in the service, and morale is very low. to move even more quickly from the successful research
The SPEAKER: Of course, the honourable member is notproject to the successful market product. Mineral and material
commenting. The honourable Minister for Emergencyscience, technology and engineering is an area which will
Services. continue to be very important, and the institute will play a
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | am absolutely appalled major role, providing quality staff and advice, for example,
at the allegations that have been made by the honourable the mining industry; optimising surface coating properties
member in this House. The honourable member has usdd minimise such common nuisances as corrosion and wear,
parliamentary privilege to malign an officer of the Metropoli- developing new chemicals and instrumentation; and improv-
tan Fire Service when that officer has not had the opportuniting mineral processing.
to defend himself in this Parliament. | am advised that the They are the outcomes and will be the outcomes continu-
United Firefighters Union did approach the ALP and askedng at the lan Wark Research Institute. All those activities
that such a question be asked. Accordingly, | spoke with theave a very large economic component and can generate
Chief Executive Officer of the Metropolitan Fire Service andmajor national and international business opportunities. |
discussed the issues in question. commend the institute for the way in which it is structured
As aresult of that discussion, | can advise the House thatnd the contacts it has developed in interacting closely with
Mr Winston Haby, the Chief Executive Officer of the industry in South Australia. The upgrading of products,
Metropolitan Fire Service, has assured me that all officers gbrocesses and expertise with industry, helping it value adding
the fire service, regardless of the rank they occupy, will havén some of Australia’s largest export areas and also working
the same disciplinary conditions and expectations apply ton projects to improve the environment, such as mine
them. The CEO advises me that if an officer, regardless afehabilitation, metal recycling and water quality, all add up
their rank, transgresses the requirements of their job, they witb better positioning industry out of the State of South
be dealt with accordingly. There was an incident involvingAustralia.
the deputy officer, the incident was investigated and the The lan Wark Research Institute follows in the footsteps
investigation found that the officer acted as was expectedf the highly successful Signal Processing Research Centre.
There the matter should end. Already the industry has established major industry sponsor-
If the honourable member has any further concern oveships and has helped Australian industry achieve productivity
that particular incident or officer, | invite the honourable gains of more than $100 million. Those productivity gains to
member to raise that matter with me outside this Chambendustry mean that, in many instances, industry is better able
and | would be happy to arrange for further information abouto position itself in the international marketplace—all, I might
the incident to go to the member. But it is inappropriate thatdd, with an investment of $1 million. It is not a bad return
that officer's personal affairs be aired in this House or thabn $1 million investment by the State in the lan Wark
that officer be maligned in this way. | further advise theResearch Institute to get those productivity gains that are
Opposition members in this House that, if they wish to havdlowing through industry.
information they receive from their union mates checked, |  Clearly, it demonstrates how a centre of excellence using
am happy to provide that service—as indeed are othehe intellectual property from South Australia, carving out a
members—to perhaps reduce their embarrassment in thisedibility, reputation and niche market for the State of South
Chamber and bring back the information they require. Australia, is a very important thrust forward. It is important
in the expansion of the economic base of South Australia
IAN WARK RESEARCH INSTITUTE from primary production to manufacturing industry and IT
] o and T—which is a clear direction of the Government—using
Mr SCALZI (Hartley):  Will the Minister for Industry,  tne intellectual property of South Australians to advance
Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Developmengoyth Australian produce and the South Australian economy.
tell the.House the benefits that are Ilkely to flow to Southperhaps it will work to the advantage of South Australians
Australia from the new lan Wark Institute at Technologyho undertake their education here and who want to pursue
Park, which the Minister opened officially today? a career path with challenges and opportunities in this
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: South Australia has a history of research and development area. Instead of having to go
being successful in a range of innovative ways. The firsinterstate and overseas, they will be able to complete their
centre for excellence, badged by the MFP, the lan Warkareer path, their working life, within the State of South
Research |nStitUte, will take that one Step further. Soutmustra”a. We Stop the brain drain. They make a greater

Australia has a history of being successful in applyingcontribution to South Australia and the economy of this State
research to day-to-day problems of industry and businesg; the future.

coming up with solutions that people can use in business and

sell; making a business more profitable; and being able to  AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL CONTAMINATED

compete more effectively nationally and internationally. The LAND

lan Wark Research Institute is the first centre for excellence

with which the Government is proceeding and, although it Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Will

commenced several years ago, it has now been badged by tive Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources

Government under the MFP umbrella. investigate as a matter of urgency allegations that Australian
An honourable member interjecting: National is proposing to undertake the excavation and
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | acknowledge that. The other levelling of the contaminated land site at Islington railway

centre for excellence currently being put in place isworkshops, which, if carried out in the manner outlined in

Information Technology and Telecommunications, and weAN’s tender, it is alleged, would pose a serious risk to the

are proceeding in relation to water quality research. Hopefulhealth of local residents? | have received a copy of corres-
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pondence from one of my constituents which is addressed to ASBESTOS
Australian National and which states in part:
| am extremely concerned that, despite your assurance to me that Mr De LAINE (Price):  Will the Minister for the Environ-
the site would not be disturbed by this work (our meeting 1ment and Natural Resources investigate the feasibility of
November 1994), the tender appears to clearly outline botibanning the use of asbestos currently being used in motor
g’éﬁgg“%r;tat”h‘?s"?V’g'r'l'(”ga‘g’oé'éé?‘ Z%Sr%r\;ge dd tg’;ttﬁgegaég;’ftrggn’gc’%ehicles for brake and clutch pads? It is claimed that tests in
Environment or the SA Health Commission as the recommende@ustralia have shown that brake and clutch pads manufac-
course of remedial action. In fact, we believe that both departmentéired from non-asbestos materials are superior in perform-
were not aware of the nature of the work now proposed to bance to those using asbestos. It is also claimed that asbestos
undertaken. e are extremely fearful that this proposed work poseSake and clutch pads are completely banned in Europe and
an extreme risk to this community. ) the UK but are being imported into Australia and used in
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | will have the matter motor vehicles that were originally designed for non-asbestos

investigated. components.
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | was of the opinion that
LAND DEGRADATION asbestos was no longer being used in brake pads, but | will

. " investigate the matter and bring back a reply.
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): What is opinion of the

Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources of the EMERGENCY SERVICES
initiative of the McLaren Flat Primary School, ‘A Birth of a
Forest’ land degradation project, which is being conducted Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): Will the Minister for Emer-
in my electorate of Mawson, as to its worthiness as amency Services advise the House whether further progress has
environmental plus for South Australia? In the Hills facebeen made toward collocating fire and ambulance stations?
zone, through the Willunga to Onkaparinga hills area, there The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | thank the member for
has been massive land degradation, and we now have a maj@anson for his question, and | take this opportunity to
problem in the basin in relation to water. It is estimated thakcknowledge the good work that he is doing with this
up to another 20 inches of water per annum could b&overnment, particularly in his role as a member of the
delivered into the basin if reafforestation occurred in the HillsEmergency Service Advisory Committee. | have previously
face zone, and the school and community are very keen to sg@vised the House that there are significant savings in both
this happen. cost and efficiency to be made through collocating ambulance

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: All members would be aware and fire stations. For that reason, | advised the House that a
that some excellent initiatives are being carried out incollocation trial was being undertaken involving a crew from
different parts of the State to improve the environmentthe Unley Ambulance Station and the Metropolitan Fire
whether it be through Landcare, agencies of governmengervice, Wakefield Street headquarters. That trial concluded
non-government organisations or issues brought forward bgt the end of October and, following the 16 week period of
the community. The project to which the member forthe trial, both emergency services have advised me that there
Mawson has referred is one of those excellent projects thatere significant efficiencies gained and, in particular, there
are under way at present. Only a few weeks ago | had theas a significant improvement in response times by ambulan-
privilege of being taken by the member for Mawson to haveces.
alook at this project in action, and | was most impressed with  The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
the community support that has been given to it. The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: |would have thought that

| understand that the project, ‘A Birth of a Forest’, is the member for Giles would welcome this announcement
actually being launched tonight by the member for Mawsonrather than heckling in the background, because considerable
and | congratulate him for the part he has played in it. It is arefficiencies can be gained through this move. Following the
excellent example of members of the community workingtrial, on 27 October a meeting of ambulance officers from the
together. The McLaren Flat Primary School, the communityUnley station occurred and was attended by the Metropolitan
generally, Landcare groups, off-road four wheel drive clubdRkegional Director. Unley staff indicated that there were some
and a number of other organisations have got behind thisperational issues which needed to be addressed before a
project. The project deals with agro-forestry and the preparaeturn to the Wakefield Street station could be considered.
tion of woodlots, and a great deal of effort is being put intoThey also advised that these issues could be addressed within
soil erosion control in the hills face of the Willunga hills.  one week; they formed a working group to undertake that

I commend particularly those people who are involved inwork, and completed it. However, they have since advised
working towards overcoming soil erosion in the area. Oldthat the collocation could not occur without union sanction.
newspapers are being used for that purpose and plastic milk Despite frequent requests on a daily basis from the
bottles are being used for tree guards. It is a very practicéhmbulance Service in South Australia, the Ambulance
initiative, which has been picked up by the community. SoEmployees Association has refused to discuss the issue so
I commend all those people. As | said earlier, | know thathat the collocation can proceed. Notwithstanding that,
many such initiatives are occurring in various parts of thepositions have now been advertised so that officers can apply
State, but this one in particular is a great example of dor those positions at the Wakefield Street headquarters.
community recognising that it should not be left just to theFurther, on Sunday | opened the new Loxton Fire Station. In
Government to improve an area. With the involvement of thepening that station, which is in the electorate of the member
general community, the school community, Landcare and stor Chaffey, | advised those in attendance that that station
many other groups, the task has been taken to hand and theypuld be unique for a number of reasons. Not only was the
are to be commended for the work they are doing to improvstation finally opened by a Liberal Government, after many
the environment. Again, | commend the member for Mawsoryears of being required in the area—and of course the
for the part he is playing in this project. member for Chaffey is well aware of how important the
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station is to his electorate—but also it will be the last standAboriginal Affairs and highlight the hypocrisy of the
alone fire station opened in South Australia. Opposition and its total disregard for Aboriginal people when
One other station is about to be built shortly, and thait was in Government. Members will know that the Leader
station is at Brooklyn Park near the Adelaide Airport. It is of the Opposition was Minister of Aboriginal Affairs from 14
expected to be a collocated station, involving ambulanc®ecember 1989 to 1 October 1992. We might ask what his
officers and fire officers. Both services have agreed to theecord was as Minister of Aboriginal Affairs. In August we
plans of the building to provide a facility that will enable had the pleasure of visiting Oak Valley, an Aboriginal
emergency service delivery of these important services fromommunity about 150 kilometres north-west of Maralinga.
the one site. | look forward to the development of theset is isolated, being some 330 kilometres from Yalata, the
opportunities to collocate these services, saving the taxpayaearest town, with only 80 kilometres of the road being
money and improving response times. It is good news altealed.
round for emergency services. The only impediment seems One could ask what the Labor Party when it was in power
to be that unions are unwilling to help us move forward ondid for the Aboriginal people of Oak Valley. When we visited
the basis that they wish these to be enterprise bargainimgak Valley we saw adults with glaucoma; they were blind,
points. Those unions have been told in no uncertain mannand this is the treatment they got. Many children had their
that the location of the workplace is not an issue of discussiorardrums eaten out and were permanently deaf. The reason

around the table in those negotiations. for these afflictions is the lack of proper medical attention,
lack of water and hygiene problems. This occurred when the
SEMAPHORE PALAIS Labor Party was in power both in this State and federally.

R . , There are 15 to 30 children at the Oak Valley Primary
Mr FOLEY (Hart): Will the Minister for the Environ-  gchool on occasions. What did the Leader of the Opposition
ment and Natural Resources advise the House on the staiyi§ \when he was Minister of Aboriginal Affairs? With an
of negotiations between the Government and the developegytside temperature of 54 degrees, it is 48 degrees inside the

of the Semaphore Palais? classroom. The Labor Government did not provide any air-
Members interjecting: . conditioning and there was no provision outside for shade for
MrFOLEY: Itis a very important part of Adelaide.  the children. There were no toilet facilities for the children,
Members interjecting: the teachers or other people. Indeed, the teachers were

The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many interjections committed but they will be leaving soon because they cannot
from my right, including from those on the front bench.  cope with the conditions. There was a lack of suitable

Mr FOLEY: Thank you for your protection, Mr Speaker. drinking water, which had to be carted from 150 kilometres
Work has been halted for many months on the restoration Gfway.
the old Palais on the Semaphore foreshore due to problems |n winter time it was impossible to negotiate the roads. We
between the Government and the developers concerningitempted to land on the airfield, and the pilot told us that he
ownership of the building. would never land on it again because it is too dangerous. This

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: This matter has been brought s the airfield that the Labor Government provided for the
to my attention previously by the member for Lee as well. IAboriginal people of Oak Valley. Was the former Minister
have sought a response from my department. That responggAboriginal Affairs aware of that? We became aware of the
has not yet been provided but, when it has been, | will mak@roblem three months ago, but what has the present Minister

it available to the member for Hart as well. done? We got DOSAA to cart 240 tonnes of water for the
Aboriginal people. That was a job for ATSIC, but it has not
COURTS ADMINISTRATION AUTHORITY done it. We got DOSAA to do it. It was a simple thing to do.

. Our Minister for Aboriginal Affairs did it within three months

_The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | table a . of knowing what was going on at Oak Valley. In addition, we
ministerial statement made by the Attorney-General in, a6 nrovided air-conditioning for the school, we have
gnother place on the first annual report of the Courts Adm'nbrovided shade for the children and we are addressing the
istration Authority 1993-94. medical issues.
One might ask if that is the record of a Minister for

FILM COLLECTION Aboriginal Affairs who is non-caring and, according to the

The Hon. JW. OLSEN (Minister for Industry, O.pposmon., racist. | would think not. What the Opposition
Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Develop- did when it was in Government and what the Federal
ment): | table a ministerial statement made by the Minister@0Vernment has done to the Aboriginal people of Oak Valley

for the Arts in another place on the future of the 16mm filmiS @n absolute disgrace. Indeed, | commend the Minister for
collection. Aboriginal Affairs for solving some of the problems at Oak

Valley. In this case, it is really a question of whose kettle is
white.

Ms HURLEY (Napier): 1wantto comment on the replies

by the Minister for Infrastructure and the Minister for
GRIEVANCE DEBATE Housing, Urban Development and Local Government

Relations today informing us that we will have to wait for

The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the answers to a number of decisions about price increases that

House note grievances. may or may not be in the wind. This has occurred throughout
the year with regard to not only water and housing but also
Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): | want to deal with the transport. We have had hard decisions being put off, and
recent attacks by the Opposition on the Minister forobviously they are now being put off long enough so that the
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Ministers involved will not be fully accountable to Parlia- local communities that have been involved in those celebra-
ment, and increases will be announced during the recess.tions this year. Eleven village settlements are involved:
| particularly want to deal today with transport, which is Murtho, Lyrup, Pyap, New Residence, Moorook, Kingston,
an issue that strongly affects people in my electorate. We afdolder, Waikerie, Ramco, Gillen and New Era, stretching
in the outer northern suburbs and transport is a big issueetween Morgan and the eastern border of our State.
because it forms a significant part of people’s general costs. As a very brief background, 100 years ago Australia, and
Indeed, an extensive survey by the Elizabeth/ Munno Pargarticularly South Australia, was in a state of deep recession.
project identified transport as one of the issues of mosthe South Australian Government at the time was deeply
importance to people in the community, in terms of bothconcerned about losing population across the interstate
availability and cost of services. borders, so it promoted the establishment of communal style
Earlier this year the Minister for Transport indicated thatsettlements through the Crown Land Amendment Act of 1893
there would be increases in transport costs, and a proposahich allowed 20 or more persons to group together in a
went to Cabinet to increase the fee for a multi-trip ticket incommunal association with autonomous communal rules to
outer areas from about $14 to about $20. The Minister wagiake those settlements. Throughout 1894 there were arrivals
knocked off in Cabinet but we are still waiting to hear whatof settlers by river boat following initial transportation from
the increase will be. The Minister for Transport has beerAdelaide to Morgan by rail. Those various settlements took
remarkably insensitive on the issue of fares for people livingplace and those settlers chose their own sites and went about
in outer suburbs. At one stage the Minister said people shoulereating what in effect were communist settlements.
live closer to their work. | can assure the Minister that, if  The settlements were constructed through the election of
people in my area could get housing in North Adelaide at drustees, but, unfortunately, there was inefficient and erratic
reasonable price, it is probably where they would bemanagement. There was a lack and imbalance of skills of
However, they are in the outer suburbs and are still waitingome of the settlers. Obviously, at that time, there was no
to hear what is happening about fares. knowledge of many of the soils, climate and irrigation
The second transport issue in my area that is starting ttacilities and of the infrastructure involved. It was interesting
concern many people involves the sale of a number ofind unique that in that year of 1894 the annual rainfall was
transport routes and the leasing of depots. | understand that the order of 17 inches, which is nearly double what it is
the Elizabeth depot is to be one of the first to go, and doday, and that resulted in some rather inappropriate prepara-
number of people in my electorate have approached me witlion and the adoption of irrigation pumps because it was not
concerns about the implications of this for transport serviceseasonal in that year.
in the area and the likelihood of the control of services going By 1896 a number of settlements had been abandoned. By
from people who have worked in that depot for some time tdl903 only six settlements formally remained, and ultimately
private companies. all these were incorporated through State Government
| understand the view of a number of people working afegislation and, more formally, through the formation of the
the Elizabeth depot is that control is most likely to go toGovernment irrigation areas. Blocks were leased and
companies based outside Australia. They are understandalgiffectively these communist settlements were turned in by
concerned that non-local companies will be in charge of theitheir own volition and choice to become capitalist settle-
local services, yet they will see the profits go interstate. Alsoments, the exception being Lyrup, which remained an
they are understandably concerned about the availability dhdependent settlement.
services in these areas. Many of the outer northern suburban During this year, 1994, there has been much enthusiastic
areas are newly developing fringe suburbs already strugglingglebration and recognition of that history. There have been
with only barely adequate services in most cases and noneli-enactments of the arrival of settlers by paddle steamer,
others. Residents are concerned whether such routes wilamely theOscar Wand the P.SIindustry, there have been
continue and at what cost they will continue, given that theréack-to-schools and back-to-churches; we have seen the
are relatively few passengers in some areas. erection of cairns and monuments; the burying of time
In terms of transport, housing and water they see that baskapsules, and social activities. The events have brought
services are under threat from this Government. Residents ai@gether communities in terms of enjoying and participating
in a state of confusion and often misapprehension about whiit those celebrations but, more particularly, they have brought
might be likely to occur under this Government. Their viewtourists and older residents back to the local communities.
is that the Liberal Government does not care about people in We have been pleased to welcome many distinguished
the north and is happy to sacrifice them in the interests dfuests, including Her Excellency the Governor, Dame Roma
some reduction in debt, so long as it does not impact todlitchell, to Lyrup and Waikerie in particular. The celebra-
heavily on the inner city or eastern suburbs. In fact, peopléons have brought great benefit to the communities; they
in my area are already stretched to the limit of what they cahave forced them to have greater reflection on their commu-
pay for in areas such as education, housing, transport arities. It has brought about spirit and cooperation in those
water. The recovery on which the Premier dwelt so glowinglycommunities and, additionally, it has reinforced a sense of
has still not reached a number of areas in the outer northeferide and identity within those local Riverland communities.

suburbs. People are still struggling— It has provided further vision for the future.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Venning): Order! The Moreover, history has been made during the year. It has
honourable member’s time has expired. also, | believe, been particularly useful and valuable for the

younger generation as they have not only better understood
Mr ANDREW (Chaffey): This 1994 year has been one what their forebears had to endure and what they achieved
of very significant centenary celebrations for a number of myput, more importantly, they have been able to see and
communities in the electorate of Chaffey and, as this may bmeasure the progress and development that has been made in
my last opportunity for this calendar year, | would like to usetheir communities, and so help and further set that vision for
my time, as short as it is, to offer congratulations to thosehe further development of those Riverland communities
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which have progressed so much today. | congratulate those Mr BRINDAL: | am not picking on the member for
communities in the Riverland area, and | congratulate thosBrice—far from it. | have a great deal of respect for the Hon.
people who have been so involved this year and who havilr De Laine. | notice that every member opposite is today
organised the celebrations with much gusto, community spiriacknowledging that it is World AIDS Day and they are
and cooperation. | wish those communities well for anothewearing the ribbon. In as much as tokenism should be

celebration in 100 years’ time. commended, | commend them for their tokenism. | commend
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable some people, such asthe members for Price and Spence, for
member’s time has expired. what | believe is a genuine commitment to the cause of

people who find themselves in most unfortunate circum-

Mr BRINDAL (Unley): With the almost one year stances. But | have a lot of problems when | see people
anniversary of a Liberal Government in this State, it is timewearing something to be politically correct because, quite
to reflect on this Parliament and how this Parliament seemigankly, | doubt thebona fidesof some of the members to
to be going. | do so with a great deal of concern because wear that ribbon.
worries me that in this Chamber, and especially on the |t is the same Party, | would remind the member for
benches opposite, there is a very bad tendency for politic&pence, which thought, in the last Parliament, that the biggest
correctness to have replaced genuine compassion. | start iy to impugn a character in this Parliament was to refer to
alluding to the comments made by the member for Norwoodiheir sexuality and to suggest that they might be bisexual. It

and commend him for t_hem. _ was the biggest insult that Party could come up with, and now
One of the great stains on our community, not only at at sjts there—

State level but at a Federal level, is the treatment of our \r Atkinson: Which member?

indigenous people. | do not know whether members of the Mr BRINDAL: The member luckily says, ‘Which
House saw &undayprogram some months ago, but it was member?’ The member was Mr McKee. | forget which

an excellent program which showed that, despite the mi"ionﬁistrict he represented, and | am glad that | do because that
of dollars being funnelled out of Canberra—almost, | put it -« 1o impact that he made on this House

to this House, as guilt money—people are still dying in . |
disease conditions and of privation in Central Australia andmemgergﬁﬁgﬁasszfﬁrﬁ??. Order! The honourable
in some of the northern reaches of South Australia. pired.

When it was put to these people that they had this entire . ;
Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Yesterday the Liberal Party,
bureaucracy to look after them and that they had these fundg, 1, the Premie(r ar:1d the) member fo); Wright, called or?/ me
flowing like milk and honey, it was quite clearly stated thatto apologise to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam because |

the people who control the welfare of the Aboriginal peoPIE.’had criticised the human rights record of Vietnam. The

of this country do not like going_to th_o_se places because it 'Bremier also called upon me to apologise to the Vietnamese-

ﬁ;’io ;‘toéé;ht?]rii E}Sr?hgc;hrga?é frlllgts\,/vgr:ts t(t)ogegusty and the}fd\ustralian community for my remarks. | then explained my
9 9 >y do. y remarks to the House, and | believe that my explanation was
That very much, | belle\_/e, is the story particularly of theWidely accepted by Liberal Party members opposite.

last Government and certainly of the current Federal Govern- The Liberal Party’s Minister for Employment, Training

ment when it comes to Aboriginal Affairs. They know all the ;
right things to say. They jump on a Minister here, who Iand Further Education, who told the House yesterday that one

would say—and | am sure every member on this side of th fthe puUrposes of his trip to Vietnam might be to have TAFE
House would agree with this—is one of the most genuinel each English to all Vietnamese Communist Party cadres, this

; . . . “morning on Radio 5UV continued to criticise me for raising
compassionate people on either side of the House. He is . ! oo
Minister who really cares not only about his portfolio for the question of human rights violations by the SRV on the

Aboriginal Affairs but also his other portfolio for the health eve of his trip there. | refer Fo what the Minister told Parlia-

of the people of South Australia. He is a genuine carer, anfrent yesterday, as follows:

it goes past that. He is concerned for the well-being of us all. Once again South Australia s able to provide significant service

| say that quite genuinely and without attempting to flatter the® the Government of Vietnam.

Minister. It is a statement of fact. More than 1 000 Vietnamese-Australians live in the electorate
Mr Atkinson interjecting: that | have the honour to represent. | have been a friend of the
Mr BRINDAL: We see the member for Spence falling Vietnamese-Australian community for aimost 10 years—well

into the trap that | believe the Opposition too often falls into.before | was a member of Parliament. | have yet to meet a

We see the member for Spence wanting to make a pointiethamese-Australian who believes that the human rights

rather than acknowledging a genuine commitment of aecord of the SRV is satisfactory. Again and again they have

Minister and a genuine— told me that the SRV is a totalitarian dictatorship that
Mr Atkinson interjecting: practises a brutality towards its subjects that has compelled
Mr BRINDAL: Every person in this House knows the tens of thousands of them to risk their lives on the South

member for Spence has some particular aberration abo@hina Sea attempting to escape.

Barton Road. One hundred years ago he would have, by now, Vietnamese-Australians allege that among the means of

probably been certified. He is so hung up on Barton Road thatontrol the Hanoi regime has used is torture. Mr Kwong Vo,

really we wonder at his mental competency. Having said thathe President of Sydney’s Viethamese community, told the
we are a genuinely compassionate Government, and | cakBC’s World Todayprogram that his community did not
assure the member for Spence that he will remain at large ®upport the Australian Government having a bilateral
face his constituents at the next election. | also note today—elationship with the SRV and that if the Australian Govern-
and I mean this in a collegiate way, as | hope the member fanent were to insist on such a relationship it should include

Price will acknowledge—that every— a discussion of human rights ‘rather than just turning a blind
An honourable member interjecting: eye to the issue.
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Let me choose a few examples of human rights abuses in The ACTING SPEAKER: Members may not read, but
the SRV. Amnesty International’s June 1991 index recordsve do allow them to use copious notes. In this instance | do
that the Venerable Thich Thien Minh, of the Unified Bhuddistnot think it matters much, but | note the honourable member’s
Church, was tortured and killed in Ham Tan concentratiorpoint.
camp. Father Vu Khanh Tuong was tortured to death in Tan
Hiep re-education camp. Venerables Thich Huyen Quang and Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): Further to the points that |
Thich Quang Do were arrested, tortured and held in totainade on Tuesday in relation to the overtly political stance
isolation before going into internal exile. In August last which Tea Tree Gully council is taking through its Mayor and
year— Chief Executive Officer, | wish to continue to outline the

Mr Ashenden interjecting: attacks that that council has made quite unfairly against the

Mr ATKINSON: The member for Wright may well South Australian Government. In theader Messengenf
laugh. In August last year the national director of AustralianWednesday 23 November there was an article headed
Catholic Relief, Mr Michael Whitely, who had just returned ‘Stalemate over parcel of land,” in which the council was
from a visit to Vietnam, warned listeners to ABC radio’s critical of the South Australian Government because it will
World Todayprogram that Australians should not overlook not knuckle under and sell land which the council has wanted
human rights in Vietnam in their rush to foster a businesgor over 18 months at a ridiculously low price. The council
relationship with the Hanoi regime. alleges that the State Government has failed after 18 months

Far from my having to apologise to the Vietnamese-o reach an agreement over the sale price.

Australian community, | am reflecting in the Parliament their | always thought that it took two parties to reach agree-
opposition to Government-to-Government relations with thement, and, as | was a councillor at the time this matter first
Hanoi regime. | suggest that the member for Wright shouldrose, | can outline some facts (now that the matter has been
consult his Vietnamese-Australian constituents on the mattei¢leased from confidentiality) to let the public know the game
It follows that it would be absurd for me to do as the Premietthat the Tea Tree Gully council has been playing in relation
and the member for Wright demand. to that land. As Tea Tree Gully council is so wont to do, it

The Premier’s attitude is even more remarkable, becauggoved that this matter be confidential, which meant that until
he supported sending voteless young Australian conscrip®w | was not able to let the public know just what it was up
to fight the Hanoi regime and the Viet Cong in Southto. Incidentally, had a motion that | put to the council at the
Vietnam, and as recently as the eve of the last election Héne been successful, all details, except price, would have
publicly reaffirmed his view that the war was just and right.been available to the ratepayers. Unfortunately, secrecy
Now, when | criticise the human rights record of the sameprevailed.
regime, he demands that | apologise to the communist regime In his verbal report to the council, the Chief Executive
against which he and his Party sent young Australian soldief@fficer acknowledged that there would probably be difficulty
to fight and die. The Premier now thinks that his Governmenin the council purchasing the land at the price it was going to
can make a few dollars in Vietnam, so the values for whichput to the State Government. However, the council wanted
Australian soldiers and the Army of the Republic of Vietnamto be smart and said, ‘If we hang off, we will be able to force
fought are not to be mentioned, and the Premier says thathe Government to lower its price.’ Hence, the real reason for
must apologise for offending the regime. the delay. All the time from then until now the matter was

Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting kept secret by the council. It did not want the ratepayers to
Speaker. | might have misheard, but | thought the membé¢tnow that it wanted the land or that it would be prepared to
impugned to us the responsibility for sending people taqo up to the Government’s price. It hoped that by delaying
Vietnam. It had nothing to do with this Chamber at all, andthe matter the Government would sell at a much lower price.
| ask that he withdraw that remark which I find offensive. Why did Tea Tree Gully council want to buy this land?

The ACTING SPEAKER: There is no point of order.  Did it want to buy it for open space use for the good of the

Mr ATKINSON: | quite understand that the Premier andcity? No, sir! It wanted to purchase this land because at the
the Minister for Employment, Training and Further Educationtime it was negotiating with a developer who was interested
think that TAFE and some local businesses can make money building a restaurant on that land and the land adjoining.
from dealing with the SRV and that South Australians can bd he council just wanted to get the land cheaply and then sell
employed as a result. They believe that they are ‘doing goodlt and make a nice little killing in the process.

The member for Wright told the House it was appalling that The article then went on with the City Development
a member of the shadow Cabinet should criticise the SRV—General Manager being critical of the State Government for

Mr ANDREW: On a point of order, Mr Acting Speaker: not maintaining the building. Does he really believe that this
I am finding the member for Spence incoherent. | may be &overnment should be wasting taxpayers’ money to maintain
little slow at hearing him sometimes, but | believe he isa building which is to be sold and demolished? Therein lies
speaking too fast and | cannot understand his presentatio@nother reason why Tea Tree Gully council wanted this to be

The ACTING SPEAKER: | agree. If the noise in the kept secret. It wanted the building to be demolished, but it
Chamber were lower, | am sure we would all hear muchwanted the State Government to demolish it before it
better. purchased the land so that, if there was any flak about the

Mr ATKINSON: In February last year the President of demolition, it would be against the Government. So the
France, Monsieur Francois Mitterrand, visited Vietnam. Facouncil wanted the land as vacant land, tried to force the price
from seeking to ingratiate himself with the regime by down, tried to get any criticism directed at the State Govern-
remaining mute on human rights, as the Premier and himent and leave itself squeaky clean.

Minister propose to do— Incidentally, as a former councillor, | spoke out many

Mr BECKER: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting times at the way in which the council abused the confiden-
Speaker. | thought it was out of order for members to readality provisions of the Local Government Act. Itis high time
their speeches. that the council cleaned up its act and became much more
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open to the residents of Tea Tree Gully so that all residents South Australia’'s workers rehabilitation and compensation
know just what is going on. Every time | look at council System is at the crossroads. In the mid 1980's the architects of the

. - - - ‘ e i~ current scheme held out high social and industrial goals for this
agendas with confidential motions, 1 ask, ‘What is it trying scheme. Since the scheme commenced in September 1987 and until

to hide?’ Itis high time that Tea Tree Gully council woke up this State Government took office in December 1993 successive
to the fact that, rather than hiding its inefficiencies bylLabor Governments failed in their responsibility to reform the
attacking the State Government, it should turn around anecheme and protect its capacity to meet those high ideals.
ensure that its own house is in order. For example, the level The resultis that this Government inherited a workers rehabili-

; i ; ; tation and compensation scheme in need of structural reform to
of borrowings by that council is frightening, and a vast rotect its viability and return to employees, employers and the

amount of rate income is being used purely to finance debfommunity the benefits of a fair and affordable State based reha-
Rates this year were increased by more than double the ra#@itation and compensation system.
of inflation. The first phase of this reform package has been implemented with
I believe itis no coincidence that my office is continually the ei‘ttab"sgm%m.qf ow St?u\?\;urlfé desugn;ddté) enhance bthe
e eration and administration of WorkCover and address a number
Coma(?ted by ratepayers complaining abput Tea Tree Gu"&?specific legislative reforms. Those changes came into operation
council. The complaints range from the high level of rates tarom 1 July 1994 and the new WorkCover Board, Occupational
the lack of help that they get when they ring council officersHealth and Safety Division and policy Advisory Committees are
with complaints or requests for help. A typical example ofalready playing a significant role in the restructured system.
the new netball courts between Atlantis Drive and the Golderr'a¢ Sovernments reform agenda. . - )
Importantly, this second phase of reform is multi-dimensional.

Way. l have had 'nm_Jmerable ‘?Omp'a'“ts about prpblem%ere are three broad areas of reform which will see the re-vitali-
associated with traffic, the noise created by traffic, thesation of our workers rehabilitation and compensation scheme.

improper parking of vehicles in quiet suburban streets, the First, the State Government is implementing industry based
overflow of light from the courts into front rooms and occupational health safety and welfare initiatives designed to
bedrooms of houses surrounding the area, the continuBfomote best practice by employers and employees and prioritise

blowing of whistles by umpires, and so on. Injué);ggi\ﬁ;‘tl?;é WorkCover Board is moving towards the re-
All of these are on an area which is controlled by the Citystructuring of administrative arrangements and in particular

of Tea Tree Gully, and again it has tried to blame the Soutlmplementing the necessary measures designed to permit private

Australian Government for that pr0b|em' | remind the councilsector bodies to be involved in the management of claims and other

that it was its planning decision and it controls those courts;?.edﬁed functions in accordance with statutory powers of deleg-
ion.

Ifits planning has been so appalling, |t.can in no way blame These health and safety prevention initiatives and administrative
the Government. Whenever the council has a problem—angforms are vital reforms. They are however inadequate without the
that is often—it tries to build a smokescreen around its owmecessary ingredient of legislative changes to the structure of the
incompetence by blaming the State Government. | can tell thighabilitation and compensation scheme provided for in the current
council that this will not work. Not only am | fed up with its ct.

; ; e On 18 October 1994 the Parliament was informed that an
continual carping and criticism of the State Government buﬁﬁdependent actuarial assessment of WorkCover’s outstanding claims

so are its ratepayers. liabilities for the year ending 30 June 1994 showed that the scheme
Mr Atkinson interjecting: has an unfunded liability of approximately $111 million. This means
R ; ; that the scheme is only 86.6 per cent funded. The independent
Mr ASHENDEN: | rise on a point of Orde'.” Mr ACtmg. atctuarial report also forecast a further increase in the outstanding
Speaker. | ask that the member for Spence withdraw. He jugiaims liability of 2.5 per cent per year, taking the level to $898
called me a low life and a slime. | ask him to withdraw andmillion in 5 years unless the scheme’s costs are curtailed.

apologise for making those comments. The savings which may be achieved through improved workplace
Mr ATKINSON: | withdraw. Sir prevention practices and the outsourcing of claims management and
. T T other functions cannot alone restore financial viability to the scheme.
Members interjecting: At a practical level, the financial vulnerability of the scheme has
Mr ASHENDEN: Is it on the record? To make sure it is grave implications for employees and employers. If the scheme
quite clear, at the end of the debate— continues to lurch into higher and higher unfunded liabilities, it will

. ultimately have no capacity to provide any level of realistic pension
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable " jymp sum support, let alone the unaffordable benefit levels

member has withdrawn, and it is on the record. currently provided for by the current South Australian scheme.
Importantly, the scheme’s unfunded liability cannot be rectified
by simply calling upon the employer tax payer to inject more income
by way of higher levy rates. Already the average levy rate in South
Australia of 2.86 per cent is nationally uncompetitive to the tune of
$90 million every year. The State Government's objective is to
achieve a nationally competitive average levy rate of 1.8 per cent.

WORKERS REHABILITATION AND That objective is important to this State. It was an objective stated
COMPENSATION (BENEFITS AND REVIEW) to this Parliament by the then Minister of Labour in 1986 and
AMENDMENT BILL repeated publicly by the then Premier Bannon. Successive State

Labor Governments failed to meet this policy objective because they
. . were either unwilling or incapable of implementing structural
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Minister for Tourism) changes to the legislative scheme.

obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Actto amend the Under the current structure of the scheme, that target of a 1.8 per
Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1986. Readent average levy rate is unachievable. In fact, the WorkCover Board

a first time advised on 12 October 1994 that the gravity of the unfunded liability
' . . situation must be brought to the attention of Parliament and that

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | move: unless claims costs reduce dramatically the Board will have no
That this Bill be now read a second time. alternative but to increase average levy rates in 1995/96 to 3.1 per

I seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserté@nt or 3.3 per cent. That increase would represent an additional $25-
0 million of employer levies per year from South Australian

in Hansardwithout my reading it. industry. This is on top of the already $240 million per year paid in
Leave granted. WorkCover levies by industry in this State.
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This second phase of reform to the WorkCover scheme in South Reform to the South Australian scheme cannot await the
Australia is not an optional extra. It is essential if this Governmenioutcomes of proposals for nationally consistent benefit levels, which
and this Parliament are to meet their responsibilities to employeesye on current indications unlikely to be achievable in any event.
employers and act in the public interest. However, in designing this benefit structure the State Government

Whilst these financial and economic imperatives are powerfullas had regard to views expressed by the Industry Commission in
the State Government has designed this Bill in a manner whicHS February 1994 report. The Industry Commission Report clearly
recognises and respects the social and industrial policy objectivdddicates that a scheme based upon full compensation to be paid for
underpinning the WorkCover scheme. This Bill does not dismantléost income through to notional retirement age provides little
the framework of the 1986 Act. Indeed, in some respects it relncentive for employees to undertake rehabilitation programs and
introduces or reinforces the policy intention of the original architectg€turn to work. Yet that is the exact outcome which past State

of the scheme. Rehabilitation and return to work incentives remaigOvernments have allowed to exist with their failure to rectify the
as key policy principles. partial deemed total and second year review consequences of the

In designing this Bill the Government has balanced economic,1992 Supreme Court interpretation.

social and industrial objectives. The State Government has sough p : !
to maintain and enhance comprehensive statutory arrangemerggucture which will continue to be the most generous of any State

which embody strong safety incentives, are fair to those who suffeptatutory workers compensation scheme in Australia. Indeed, the
work related injury or illness but which do not at the same timescheme of benefit levels proposed are more than favourable when

impose an unreasonable burden on business or taxpayers. Thesegwpamd to the benefit structure contemplated by the Industry

The benefit levels proposed in this Bill will maintain a fair benefit

the proper policy objectives for Governments as noted by th ommission inits February 1994 report. The Industry Commission
Industry Commission in its February 1994 report on workers eport proposed a staggering down of benefit entitlements after 26

compensation in Australia, and the State Government concurs witff€€kS to & social security pension level for partially incapacitated
those principles. workers, with an 85 per cent pension level for totally incapacitated

The Bill establishes a new statutory framework for the paymenworkers'
of compensation benefits to injured workers. The changes must b The Stfate Governrr1ne2t Qas ?Ot p_rciposed_ln this Bill 3ny d_wecg_
seen in both a national and an international context. The benef?st tral}lns erence to the Fe heraAsomal_secuEty syst(_el_m,d espite tlclis
levels prescribed in the current South Australian workers rehabilita; e'r"egltmﬁ ;gglfefg(?;?js\t/vcgrkgrs %S#rf?]gr\l/\?grk%rgsz} avstor St
tion and compensation scheme are the most generous of any schelfif, /10 In%erestin ly, the 1984 agreement betwe)e/n unions and
in Australia, and at least equal to the highest statutory benefit leve y ) 9y, 9

in any Western economy. The consequence of these unafforda ployers in South Australia (which acted as the precursor to the
benefit levels, paid in the context of a pension based no fault sche r?t?l?tfttg g@g?gg?héhgéstt'gf?hoemsn;ﬂ?mgglstgaﬁgl‘q’i?h";%né S\‘/r\‘/?]ﬁg
has been to reduce the incentive for rehabilitation and return to wor leqislati his Bill jirect!

and to guarantee uncompetitive levy rates. As an Industry Commigh'€ ledisiative structure proposed by this Bill does not do so directly,
sion Report has noted. high compensation bavouts mean hi e Bill provides greater opportunities for workers to leave the South
WorkersF():ompensation F’Jrergiums P pay ustralian scheme with lump sum payments and then maintain

. : . epension entitlements under the Federal social security system.
In restructuring the benefit levels proposed by this Bill the Stat€ 15 gjj| 4150 makes important changes to the manner in which
Government estimates that savings in the order of $80 million peé

ear will accrue to the scheme. These savings. together wit isabilities are assessed, and reintroduces the concept of an inde-
Y . gs, log endent medical panel for the purposes of assessing worker dis-

ilities. Other important reforms proposed in the Bill concern a
htening of the definition of average weekly earnings, use of
ederal Comcare guides to assess impairment, tightening the test for

estimated savings arising from reforms to the administration o
claims management and improved prevention practices are designg,
to bring the scheme back to a fully funded basis and enable th
WorkCover Board to reduce levy rates to a nationally Comloem'\’ecompensability of disabilities, allowing more flexibility in the

level. _ o _ _ _ redetermination of claims, limiting the current open-ended re-
Equally the social objective of creating greater incentives foremployment obligations of employers, providing more certainty in
early returns to work by injured workers will ease the negativethe territorial operation of the Act, placing greater emphasis on
impact on those workers and their families from being pensioned foemployer involvement in the determination of claims and rehabili-
life on the WorkCover scheme. tation, and providing flexibility for the deferment of levy rate
The restructuring of worker benefits in this Bill has beenpayments in cases of serious economic difficulties.
designed in a manner which creates a fairer benefit schneme. Benefits The Bill also reforms the manner in which disputes concerning
for all workers for the first six months on the scheme remain at theompensation entittements are resolved. The existing scheme of
maximum 100 per cent level. Between 6 and 12 months thosdispute resolution has proven to be costly and cumbersome. This Bill
benefits reduce to 85 per cent of pre-injury earnings. After 12 monthgroposes to implement a two tiered review mechanism, firstly an
this Bill proposes that benefits payable to long term seriously injureéidministrative review by independent review officers, with appeals
workers be increased from their current 80 per cent of pre-injurffrom administrative reviews to the Workers Compensation Appeal
earnings to 85 per cent. In doing so the Government has recognisétibunal, together with a compulsory conciliation process under the
the hardship accruing to seriously long term injured workers whoseuspices of that Tribunal. In implementing these structural reforms,
incapacity renders them unable to return to gainful employmentthe Bill again gives fuller recognition to the original intent of the
Benefit levels for less seriously injured workers beyond 12 month4.986 legislation and the agreed position of unions and employers
continue to be payable under the WorkCover system, but at a levethereby WorkCover would provide "an administrative procedure
which will be equated with Federal social security payments. Thestor settling claims and disputes in lieu of the current legal adversary
workers will also have greater access to lump sum payouts as aystem" and "establish and use medical panels to advise the
alternative to WorkCover pension entitlements. No worker with aCorporation in respect of medical assessments". This proposed
continuing incapacity will be unilaterally removed from the dispute resolution system is also consistent with the recommenda-
WorkCover system as the integrity of a pension based scheme untibns of the Industry Commission report which expressed a
retirement age is retained. preference for non-adversarial dispute resolution procedures with
Significantly, the restructured benefit provisions reintroduce &mphasis on both conciliation and arbitration and "a prompt initial
limited concept of partial incapacity being deemed as a totafecision subject to non-judicial review by an independent internal
incapacity and give effect to the second year review principle whictarbitrator in the first instance, before appeal to external arbitration
was intended in 1986 to act as a counterbalance to full life longtnd/or resort to the courts”.
pension entitlements. The 1992 interpretation by the Supreme Court In developing this Bill the State Government has also been
of the current Act in the James Case fundamentally undermined theonscious of the need to consult widely with the affected parties.
policy balance contained in the 1986 Act with respect to workeraVhen introducing the first phase of legislative change to the
benefits. Quite irresponsibly, the then State Labor Government failed/orkCover scheme into this Parliament in March 1994 the
to amend the Act to return it to its 1986 intent. Had that been doneGovernment foreshadowed that amendments with respect to many
the scheme may not be at the crossroads which now confront it. Nof these matters would be introduced in this Parliamentary session.
fair minded policy can justify the payment of life long weekly In August 1994 WorkCover released a discussion paper on the
pensions at current levels with no second year review given thatcheme and options for future reform. The State Government has
more than half of the existing workers receiving pensions long ternmeceived a wide variety of submissions from employers, employees,
have disabilities of less than 10 per cent. employer associations, unions, the medical profession, the rehabilita-
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tion profession and other service providers with respect to that opb) the worker is usually employed in two or more States, but is

tions paper. These submissions have been fully taken into accoubased in this State; ¢c) the worker is not usually employed in any

in the development of this Bill. A draft Bill was publicly and prelimi- State (as defined), but is employed (for some time) in this State or

nary advice sought and received from the Workers Rehabilitatiofas a base in this State and is not covered by a corresponding law.

and Compensation Advisory Committee. The Government thanké worker will be usually employed in a particular State if 10 per cent

those organisations and persons for their contribution to this process more of his or her time in employment is (or is to be) spent

and look forward to continuing the consultative process during thavorking in the State.

period that this Bill is before this Parliament. Clause 7: Amendment of s. 30—Compensability of disabilities
This State Government not only has the vision and strength tahis amendment relates to the key concept that a disability is

implement this second phase of reform, but has the social ancompensable under the Act if it arises from employment. A disability

industrial responsibility to do so. It is now for this Parliament to will now be taken to arise from employment if it arises out of or in

recognise the serious context in which this Bill is brought before thehe course of employment, and the employment is the sole cause of

Parliament and to assist the State Government in returning thibe disability, or a significant contributing factor.

WorkCover scheme to a sound financial and equitable footing, and Clause 8: Amendment of s. 35—Weekly payments

ensure that South Australia’s workers rehabilitation and compenthese amendments relate to the benefits paid to a worker who is

sation system can become and remain one which employers amgtapacitated for work. Benefits will initially be paid according to

employees in this State can be proud of as a viable ongoing concerto per cent of notional weekly earnings for total incapacity, or 100

I commend the Bill to this House. per cent of the difference between notional weekly earnings and the
Explanation of Clauses weekly earnings that the worker is earning, or could be earning in
Clause 1: Short title suitable employment for partial incapacity. Partial incapacity will be
This clause is formal. treated as total incapacity for the first year unless the Corporation
Clause 2: Commencement establishes that suitable employment is reasonably available to the
The measure will come into operation on a day or days to be fixeorker. The payment of benefits at the 100 per cent level will be
by proclamation. reduced to 85 per cent after 26 weeks. Furthermore, a prescribed
Clause 3: Amendment of s. 2—Objects of Act maximum will apply from the end of the "relevant period" for

isabilities that consist of an iliness or disorder of the mind caused

It is necessary to amend section 2(2) of the Act to extend th B K ho h . : -
operation of this section to persons exercising administrative powerSY Sress, or for workers who have an impairment not exceeding 40

especially in view of proposed reforms relating to Review Officers.P€" cent. The relevant period for stress-related disabilities will be 26
Clause 4: Amendment of s. 3—Interpretation ‘weeks, and in other cases will be 1 year, subject to a requirement as

. > : .« pijito Stabilisation.
This clause relates to new definitions required on account of this Bill. Clause 9: Amendment of s. 36—Discontinuance of weekly

The definition of "suitable employment" is an adaptation of current

section 35(2) of the Act and allows the concept of suitable employPayYments . .
ment for a(pgtrtially incapacitated worker to ir?clude an assess?mg jtis intended to replace subsection (3a) of the Act so that a decision

of employment or other remunerative work that the worker could© discontinue or reduce weekly payments can take effect without
reasonably be expected to undertake (on the basis that sudsglay (in all cases). Notice will still need to be given (as soon as

employment or work is available), having regard to various factordracticable after the relevant decision is made).
relevant to the circumstances of the particular worker. (Clause 10: Amendment of s. 37—Suspension of weekly payments
Clause 5: Substitution of s. 4 This clause amends section 37 in a manner consistent with the

This clause relates to four matters. Firstly, it is intended to revise th@Mendments to be made to section 36.
provision relating to average weekly earnings. The key concept i§'ause 11: Substitution of s. 42 .
basically to provide that a disabied worker's average weeklyt iS intended to simplify the ability to commute a liability to make
earnings will be worked out by dividing gross earnings for the lastveekly payments under section 42 of the Act. Itis intended to allow
12 months (the "relevant period") by the number of weeks for thaf Commutation in any case where the Corporation and the worker
period. However, an adjustment will be made if a worker’s earning@gdree. The capital amount will be fixed by the agreement. A decision
have been affected by the relevant disability, or if the worker is arP" Whether or not to enter into an agreement, or about the amount
apprentice or under the age of 21 years (with an expectation dfx€d by agreement, is not reviewable. An agreement under new
increasing remuneration). Various contributions and payments madg@ction 42 will discharge the liability to make the weekly payments.
for the benefit of a worker will be disregarded. Itis also intended to_  Clause 12: Amendment of s. 42A—Loss of earning capacity
retain a prescribed maximum and a prescribed minimum, as definehis clause makes various amendments to section 42A of the Act,
under the new section. A relevant consideration under the definitiofg!ating to assessments on the basis of loss of future earning capacity.
of "prescribed maximum® will be the number of ordinary hours of The Corporation will be able to make an assessment after one year
work fixed by a relevant award or enterprise agreement. If there i§10t 2 years as is currently the case), subject to two exceptions
no relevant award or agreement, the prescribed maximum will bidentified below. A projection will be made over a relevant period,
ascertained by multiplying the worker's average hourly rate ofas defined (which may be limited to the duration of the period of
remuneration by 38. However, the prescribed maximum for a workeincapacity if the incapacity is not permanent). The new provisions
will not be able to exceed 1.5 State average weekly earnings in ar§ive recognition to the concept of "presumptive” earnings in a case
event. Secondly, new section 4A will provide that the extent of a0f partial incapacity, taking into account earnings, or potential
permanent impairment will be worked out, and expressed as a pefarnings, in suitable employment. An assessment of capital loss will
centage, on the basis of the approved principles. Furthermore, if 3 taken to be 85 per cent of the present value of the loss that is indi-
worker who has a permanent impairment also has a related nogated by the relevant projections (the Act currently prescribes that
economic loss, the extent of that non-economic loss will be workedhe loss is 80 per cent of present value).
out, and expressed as a percentage, on the basis of the approvedClause 13: Insertion of s. 42C
principles. The approved principles will be approved by regulationit iS appropriate to prescribe two exceptions to the ability to
or, if no regulations are made, will be the "Comcare principles".undertake a capital assessment under section 42A, namely if the
Thirdly, it is necessary to provide for the appointment of a panel ofvorker has a stress-related disability, or if an impairment is 40 per
medical experts under the proposed new provisions. Fourthly, it isent or less. This is consistent with the policy that appears in the
intended to establish a new scheme for the assessment of a p@mendments to section 35.
manent impairment or a degree of non-economic loss. The new Clause 14: Substitution of s. 43
scheme will rely on assessments from two medical experts. If th&his clause revises the provision for the assessment of lump sum
experts cannot agree on an assessment, an independent adjudicatmnpensation for non-economic loss. The new provision will set out
will be appointed and he or she will be required to report on whicha formula for the calculation of the sum. The assessment will include
of the two assessments should be preferred. An assessment that@nponents relevant both to permanent impairment and non-
finalised under this provision will not be subject to review or appealeconomic loss. A limitation will apply if the extent of permanent
under the Act. impairment is less than 10 per cent, subject to specified exceptions.
Clause 6: Substitution of s. 6 Clause 15: Amendment of s. 46—Incidence of liability
This clause will revise the rules as to the territorial application of theThis clause repeals various provisions relating to payments of
Act. The key will be whether or not there is a nexus between th&€ompensation by employers on behalf of the Corporation. These
worker’s employment and the State. There will be a nex(e)ihe ~ provisions have never been applied.
worker is usually employed in this State and not in any other State; Clause 16: Amendment of s. 53—Determination of claim
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A new provision to be inserted in section 53 of the Act will require The other place has rejected that amendment. Again, | am not
the Corporation to investigate a matter raised by an employer whegpeaking on behalf of everyone in the Committee, because it

a claim is lodged under the Act. : . - AR
Clause 17: Substitution of 5. 58B is a conscience issue. If we do not allow the legislation to

It is intended to revise section 58B of the Act relating to anP@SS, which would result from our continuing to disagree—
employer’s duty to provide work to a worker who has been disable@nd | understand that it was an overwhelming vote in another
in his or her employment. The provision will only operate if the place, so there is not likely to be a great deal of movement
worker wants to return to work. The concept of suitable employmenfhere—| have the problem that the Bill will be lost. |

is retained (in greater detail). Certain exceptions will apply to the - - .
operation of the provision. New section 58C will require an employe ccommodated the conscience vote on the issue of minors

to give 28 days notice of a proposed termination of employment oParticipating in lottery products so that the matter could be
a worker who has suffered a compensable disability. Certaimlealt with at the same time as we dealt with the far more
exceptions will apply, including that the termination is on the groundimportant problem associated with people interpreting certain
of serious and wilful misconduct, or that the worker’s rights to tickets as being winning tickets when clearly that was not so.
compensation have been exhausted. . . L . :
Clause 18: Insertion of s. 62A Whilst | do not believe anyone in this place is pleased with
This clause effectively transfers existing section 98A of the Act sdhe stance taken by another place, we do derive some benefit
that it will now appear as section 62A (consequential on lateby allowing the matter to proceed. The benefit remains

amendments). i iclati i
Clause 19 Insertion of s. 69A because there will be a legislative bar in respect of 16 year

s ; olds, even though no penalty will be imposed. The second
This will allow the Corporation to defer the payment of a levy by an. ) - o
en{p&er in“gertain Cg’ses,' pay WY Missue is that, now that it is on the statute book, if it does not
Clause 20: Repeal and substitution of Part 6 work and we find that a number of young people are still

This clause provides for the repeal of Part 6 of the Act, and thQioing what Parliament would wish them not to do, we can

substitution of new Parts dealing with reviews and appeals. New Pagyrse this. | give members an undertaking that, if there is
6 is concerned with a new form of administrative reviews to be

undertaken by Review Officers. A panel of Review Officers (thesubstantlal evidence that it is not being policed and_ there is
"Review Panel") will be established by the new Part. New sectiort large amount of non-compliance by young people in South
81 will provide that proceedings before a Review officer will be in Australia, | will introduce legislation to provide a penalty,
the nature of an administrative review of an administrative act ogn( | believe that is the wish of the House of Assembly.

omission. There will be no automatic right of representation before . - -
a Review Officer. It is proposed that the Corporation will, on It may be that the simple enactment of disallowing people

receiving an application for review, give notice to any person whd?elow the age of ]_-6 from b_e_ing involved in the purc_hase of
is directly affected by the relevant decision. The person will belottery products will be sufficient to reduce this practice to a
invited to make written submissions within seven days after the datgare minimum. However, if that is not the case and we find

of the notice. The Corporation will be required to attempt to resolv ;
the matter by agreement. If a resolution is not achieved, th hat shopkeepers are being placed under undue pressure and

application must be referred to a Review Officer (together with alithat there is a large amount of non-compliance, | will
relevant material). The Review Officer will not conduct a formal certainly bring back the legislation for further scrutiny and
hearing. The Review Officer will be required to resolve the matterinsertion of a penalty clause.

within a certain time period. An award of costs will still be available ; ; ; ;
(other than where a party has acted unreasonably). Now Part 6A The important issue is for those who clearly believe that

relates to appeals. The Workers Compensation Appeal Tribunal wifoMe legislative bar should be placed on this practice; that
continue. New conciliation proceedings will be available. Thehas been achieved. If we allow the legislation to lapse, we are

Tribunal will be required to call a conference of the parties beforeback where we started from, and | do not believe the Commit-
a matter proceeds to hearing with a view to determining the mattgee would want that outcome. The other important issue is

by agreement. .
Clause 21: Insertion of s. 107A that | am not sure that | can resurrect the important part of the

The Corporation will be required to provide an employer with reportsBill that I started with, which is the issue of the legitimacy or
on request. A request will need to be accompanied by the prescrib@therwise of winning or non-winning tickets. It is not with a
fee. . ) ) great deal of pleasure that | suggest that we comply with the
Thecggfsofgt:iownoge;f 2%;}*5;%:‘*?”‘[’]‘“;{‘ %‘?\%g Teepd;g' rf‘?gr‘%”aUpper House under these circumstances but, being pragmatic
medical expert to the worker. It is intended to require that the repor?n these issues, | am willing to accede. | make quite clear
be so forwarded within seven days. and | know the member for Playford has expressed the same
Clause 23: Repeal of Schedule 3 point of view, because | consulted with him on this matter,
This is a consequential amendment on account of the proposeglven that it was his motion that was dealt with in this place)
enaéltglmjesr;tgzn$g r?seigg?]gl4p3:'bvisions that | am expressing only my preference in this matter. As it
This clause sets out the transitional provisions that are to apply off & conscience issue, if there is disagreement it is up to the
account of the enactment of this measure. Committee to express that disagreement.
Mr ATKINSON: Can the Deputy Premier tell the
Mr ATKINSON secured the adjournment of the debate Committee whether we now have a legal prohibition on
people under 16 buying scratch tickets even though there is
STATE LOTTERIES (SCRATCH TICKETS) no penalty or sanction if they do?
AMENDMENT BILL The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Yes, the honourable member is
) L ) o . quite correct. The argument used in another place was that
Consideration in Committee of the Legislative Council'sthis is exactly the same provision that prevails under the

message intimating that it insisted on its amendments t@ypacco legislation. The legislation bars persons under 16

which the House of Assembly had disagreed. years from buying cigarettes, but there is no penalty if they
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move: do. That was one of the arguments, amongst a number of
That the House of Assembly not insist on its disagreement to thethers, that was used in another place to say that, if itis good

Legislative Council's amendments. enough for tobacco, it is good enough for scratch tickets. | am

The issue was debated yesterday, and it was the belief of thi®t sure that that argument holds but, as | said, | give an
Chamber that a penalty should be imposed on persons undendertaking to the Committee that if it does not work | will
16 years of age who buy or attempt to buy lottery productsbe back with some penalties.
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Mr LEWIS: Thatwas the point that | wished to raise, buthave in the past. That will eliminate a large number of the
| want go on from that and remind the Committee of the oldyoung people we have been talking about.
adage ‘Two wrongs do not make a right’. Just because we Motion carried.
have this stupid situation where a law prevents the sale of
tobacco to minors under the age of 16 but imposes no penalty CONSENT TO MEDICAL TREATMENT AND
does not make it legitimate to apply the same set of circum- PALLIATIVE CARE BILL
stances to so-called scratch tickets. Mr Acting Chairman, you
and | know that what the Deputy Premier told us is a sincere Adjourned debate on second reading.
statement of his sentiment, but it is nonsense when it comes (Continued from 30 November. Page 1353.)
to a final assessment of the situation for, if no shopkeeper can )
effectively require a law enforcement officer to make an Mrs KOTZ (Newland): Before | address the Bill, |
arrest or take details of an offence because there is no penal@gknowledge the contribution made by the member for
there will be no statistics, so we will not know whether theElizabeth and thank her for her comments regarding the

sanction is working. That is the problem with the tobaccovisdom of the collective group of the select committee that
legislation as it stands at the present time. worked extremely hard to take evidence right across the State

I think it behoves any one of us—if not the Deputy over two years, deliberated, put forward its recommendations

Premier, then some other member of this place—to deal Witﬁnd prese_nted the B_i” to the House.
that matter at the earliest possible opportunity when the [N particular, 1 bring up a matter that the member for
House resumes next year. | am not sure that it will be possiblE/iZabeth alluded to in her speech: | am afraid that | have to

for us to do so since the matter has been before this sessiGANtradicta comment that she made, and it is important that
of the Parliament already, in which case we will have to wait S€t the record straight at this point. The honourable member,

until the next session of the Parliament to bring in the'®9arding one specific aspect of the select committee
legislation necessary to provide a penalty. discussions on ethics in an area of medical medication, said
Mr Acting Chairman, you and | know that no policeman that the select committee introduced the principle of double

or other inspector will attempt to take, as it were, the detail effect. | believe that the ho_nourable member m|g_ht _have

of an offence where there is no penalti/ because’no court wi eant that the select committee addressed the principle of

give consideration to whether an oﬁenc;e has been committ uble effect and therefore made a mlstake: The wrong word
as used. The word ‘introduced’ places a different connota-

for which there IS no sanc'flon. It is a waste of qul!c MON€Y+ion on the honourable member's comments, and it does need
and the expectation that ‘we will wait until statistics showto be addressed

that something is going wrong'’ is really not very prudent, | : . .
would have th%ug?\t T%lat is t%e kindegt constr)l/JcR[ion I will The |ssue.ofdo.uble effect is certamly nota mattert.hat the
: tselect committee introduced. In fact, it is a matter of circum-

puton It Therg are other words | could choose to.descrlbe 'stance that relates to ethics in the giving of medication. The
but| will leave it at that for now and express my dismay that ommittee was made aware during the taking of evidence that
we find ourselves in this predicament. It is a matter of" g 9

conscience. | am not being critical of the Deputy Premier. Ithere are circumstances in which doctors may feel at risk of

am just being critical of the particular legal nonsense that w rosecution, despite exercising the highest standards of
have produced in this instance as a consequence of t inical care in what they believe to be the best interests of the

: P tients. This particular circumstance is known as ‘the
process through which we must go in this place and the oth rrinciple of doul:F))Ie effect’, which means there is administra-
place. e . tion of medication aimed at maintaining comfort for the

Mr MEIER: | find it quite incredible that another place natient but having also the potential to cause death earlier
has disagreed to our amendments. It makes a bit of a mockefiyan if it had not been used.
of this whole situation where a minor, or a person in this case Usually the modern techniques of pain management

under the age of 16—and | will not get into a debate 100, 5ijahle to experienced palliative care teams can control pain
much on the difference between 16 and 18, although |ithout significantly impairing other body functions but,
favoured 18—who buys a scratch ticket will not be subjectyhen it occurs, palliative care doctors risk being charged with
to afine. However, if someone goes in on behalf of a persofhe 4qministration of a drug which caused death, in circum-
under 16 and buys one, they will be subject to a fine of $2005¢4nces where the maintenance of life was judged to be less
I can see the scenario occurring where a parent might saghportant and secondary to concern for the comfort of the
to a 15 year old son who desperately wants to buy a scratgfatient and the assessed quality of that patient's life. So, itis
ticket, ‘No, you cannot buy it because it is illegal, evenimportant that the member for Elizabeth’s comment that the
though you would not get a fine if you did so. | will buy it for select committee introduced the principle of double effect is
you’. A law enforcement officer who is nearby, after the contradicted, and it should be understood that the select
ticket has been bought, says, ‘I heard that; you bought thajommittee recognised what is the ethical dilemma of double
scratch ticket for your 15 year old. You are guilty and liableeffect. It did not introduce it, as the honourable member
to a fine of $200." It does make a complete mockery of thesuggested, but recognised and addressed that issue, which is
situation. | find it very hard to follow why another place one of the core issues inherent in the Bill.
should have gone down that track. | recognise what the The Bill was meant to address the autonomous right of the
Deputy Premier has said—that it is better to allow what hasndividual to decide for themselves that medical treatment
been agreed to in the Bill to proceed and it would be pointlesgould be acceptable to them and therefore give consent or
to have a conference on this issue—but again | express njfat medical treatment would not be acceptable to them and
disappointment at those actions. refuse consent to such medical treatment. First, it is important
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | share the sentiments already that we look at some of the background and the data and
expressed on this matter. There is one consolation: it will novstatistics put before the committee, which were part of the
give the shopkeepers the right to say ‘No’, which they did noteason that the select committee eventually brought the
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recommendations that it did. At the turn of the century, lifeto support dignity in death and dying. If this Bill, as it leaves
expectancy in South Australia was about 45 years: we nowur Chamber, does not do that, we as legislators have failed.
have an average life span of 73 years for men and 79 to 8@this Bill does not secure the intent of the original Bill, it
years for women. A major factor in this trend has been theloes not deserve to pass into legislation, whereby confusion
dramatic decline in the number of children dying at or soorrather than clarity would be the inevitable.
after birth. Infant mortality rates are now only one-tenth what | believe it is important to recall some of the basic
they were in 1901. statistics that set the scene for the requirements to improve
But this is not the full story. The leading causes of deattturrent legislation and to move forward with that new
in the nineteenth century in South Australia among growindegislation. The statistics that | have just given are part of
children and adults were infective diseases such as influenz#at. As | said, the trends through the early 1900s saw only
pneumonia and tuberculosis. By the 1960s, they had beel? per cent of deaths occurring in public hospitals and by the
replaced by diseases of the heart and cancer. Cancer, whigb80s this had increased to 55 per cent and then stabilised.
was the eighth leading disease of death in the 1900s, nois pointing to the trends where deaths occurred, | make the
ranks second only to cardiovascular disease. Therefore, th@int that a move from home based deaths to hospital based
trend has become more obvious. Higher standards of livingeaths meant that terminally ill patients were placed under
have drastically reduced infant mortality and the varioushospital care, where training and ethical codes operate on
infectious diseases, leaving the so-called chronic diseases@frative rather than palliative health care—curative, where
ageing as the major causes of mortality. diagnosing, treating and attempting to cure a condition is
Since the 1960s, lifestyle changes and better treatment paramount. But for the terminally ill in the terminal phase,
hypertension have reduced the death rate from heart diseasedical treatment can be intrusive and intensive.
and strokes. At the same time deaths from cancer, unfortu- On the one hand, restoring a patient to health by these

nately, continue to increase. Within a few years itis expeCteﬁ]eans which may cause discomfort and may be painful can
to become the major cause of death in our society. Southe justified but, should the same application of medical
Australia shares with most of the western world Signiﬁcantprocedures take place when the patient is unquestionably
changes in the incidence of certain types of cancer. Iglying, should not different philosophies and more appropriate
women, lung cancer continues to rise and may replace breagledical techniques apply? Surely it is more appropriate to
cancer as the leading cause of death from cancer in a fepyok to the quality of life supported by pain control methods
years. Stomach cancer has declined dramatically in malegithout invasive and demeaning cure at all costs approaches
since the 1930s. . _ which deny one’s final stages of life any real dignity.

' The oyerall picture, however, is not encouraging. In 1985 Undoubtedly, the select committee realised that the issue
it was estimated that by the year 2000 the number of peoplgyamined by it and defined by the terms of reference was a
dying from cancer would have increased by 30 per cent. Ongsmplex one and was an area in which most members had
in four deaths in South Australia is now caused by thigjtie previous knowledge. But it became clear from the initial
dlse_ase. Patients with chronic and progressively fatal NONsvidence presented that patients’ rights were an important
malignant diseases—and examples of these are the chroige—the autonomy of the individual; the right to decide
neurological conditions such as motor neurone diseasgne’'s own medical treatment direction; the right to have
multiple sclerosis, ch.ronlc chest, lung and I[ver failure, a,ndmedical procedure options explained simply and the right to
AIDS—are cared for in hospices. However, in most hospic&noose; and, as importantly, the right to choose the medical

and palliative care programs, 90 per cent or more of patients,ocedure options when one has lapsed into incompetency
are cancer sufferers. These trends are particularly relevantgqlring the terminal phase of terminal illness.

futl\JI(ﬁ]demandslfor dt_h|s.fo.rm of tser;n(t:e. death wit To this end, the committee sought to introduce the medical
eére people die 1S important 1o ensureé death With,q,yer of attorney whereby the wishes of the patient could be

dignity. In 1900 in South Australia about 85 per cent of alljjcated to members of the medical profession when the

deaths, from whatever cause, occurred in the home, and ; ; ; ; ;
' ; ' ! tient was incapable of doing so during the terminal phase
1990 this had declined by around 20 per cent. The level c%?a terminal illngss. To reitera?te the poi?lt, itis importaFr)n to
deaths in public ho_spltals, metropollta_n and country, be'n%nderstand that our large teaching hospitals are geared
about 12 per cent in the 1900s, had risen to 55 per cent ifimarily to delivery of high technology care aimed at saving
1980 and thereafter decreased. The rate of deaths in privaie.g The needs of the chronically and terminally ill and their
hospitals varied between 5 per cent and a little over 15 p&g yijies are not appropriately met in an atmosphere of acute
cent at various times. care. Once a patient enters the dying stage, the acute care

Finally, hospices, virtually unknown in their present form , J .- -1 should give wav to palliative care. Trained doctors
before 1980, became statistically significant only after 1980, i uiagive wayrto panatiy -l

By 1990 deaths in hospices accounted for about 10 perceﬁﬂd nurses are educated to identify the point at which

. ensive treatment should cease and care should be limited
of the total. A watershed occurred around or a little beforeto palliative measures

1970. Before then, the tendency had been for more people to During the period that the select committee was taking

die in public hospitals and fewer in the home. Deaths Inevidence, Professor lan Maddocks, Foundation Professor of

private hos_pltals showed no_overall tr_end: there was a Vel alliative Care, Flinders University of South Australia,
small nursing home population and virtually none at all 'ngresident of the Australian Association for Hospice and

hospices. Since 1970 the trend for deaths in both publig_;: - . - .
hospitals and at home has been stabilised. The number dyi garl l('jalt'\éﬁ;:rﬁbﬂﬂwee (:eppagllrlgt.lve and hospital care as follows

in nursing homes and hospices has increased significantly,
while the number dying in private hospitals has declined. The provision of specialised medical, nursing and allied services

: f - - for people who are terminally ill, together with emotional and
| believe that this Bill should relate to the intent as ychological support for patients, their families and friends. The

. ! S
envisaged and researched thoroughly and sincerely by tfg@hole family is considered the unit of care. Care continues through-
Select Committee on Death and Dying, and that intent wasut the final illness and the period of bereavement.
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Emphasis is placed on controlling pain, relieving other symptoms  Mr ATKINSON (Spence): | quote from the Book of
of disease, preparation for death and coping with loss and grief. FgpsgIms:
its intensity, its skills and its importance for patient comfort, .
palliative care should be equated with acute care. Palliative care The days of our age are three-score and ten; And though men be
requires an intensity that rivals acute intervention. Keeping thé© Strong that they come to four-score years; Yet is their strength

patient clean, caring for the skin, preventing bed sores, treatinf!€n but labour and sorrow; So soon passeth it away and we are
neuro-psychiatric symptoms, controlling peripheral and pulmonar@g©ne-

oedema, aggressively reducing nausea and vomiting, using intravghjs psalm is well known to us because it is used in the Order

nous or epidural infusions for delivery of medications, fighting the ; ;
psychosocial forces that lead to family fragmentation—all can tav[or the Burial of the Dead in thBook of Common Prayett

the ingenuity and equanimity of the most skilled professionalsvas recited at my father's funeral and I hope that it will be
...they are still called to use intensive measures—extreméecited at mine. Medicine has not confounded it.
responsibility, extraordinary sensitivity and heroic compassion. Mrs Kotz interjecting:

Also | point out that the goals of palliative care are outlined Mr ATKINSON: Our ancestors in the past five or so
in the hospice/palliative care policy adopted by the Soutigenerations have inaugurated public health requirements,
Australian Health Commission in 1992. Palliative care carinoculations and treatments that have reduced many of the
be, and is, delivered through special hospice services, througtioximate causes of death common in the past century and
hospitals, nursing homes or through community based caarlier this century. Few Australians die of influenza,
into the patient's home. One of the other people, highlytuberculosis, diphtheria or, by itself, pneumonia—the old
respected, who provided a great deal of assistance afgan’s friend. We live longer on average, but a terminal
comment during evidence to the select committee was Doctdpalady always catches those of us who evade a violent death.
Michael Ashby, the Medical Director of Mary Potter Hospice  When | spoke in the House on the motion noting the
at Calvary Hospital. Outlining the practical application of theReport of the Select Committee of the Law and Practice
goals of palliative care, he stated: I?]elett)t_lng to D?atlh and Dymfgc;n 129_2,593?1 (?Al\seas?_ WallS Srt_]l”

. . . e biggest single cause of death in South Australia. In the
pior\:\ég'r'ﬁqt;r\‘,sorskt?;etﬁé ﬁg%t%f‘;asﬁ{:tli?ehf;gr}ﬁeﬁ\g?gﬁgﬁcg{gn?,two years since that debate, cancer has taken over. Cancer
areas of concern if this record is to be maintained. It seems that wheé@nds the life of more than one in four South Australians.
the terminally ill are offered the full range and choices of a modernAlthough this Bill tries to make rules applying generally to
palliative care service, high levels of satisfaction are expressederminal iliness, it will most commonly be applied to patients

Expert symptom control, psychosocial and spiritual support, eithep, : : :
in the home, hospice or hospital (or a combination of these a@ymg of cancer. Itis the widespread fear of dying slowly and

different stages of the illness) are essential components. A friendlpainfully and of having one’s final extremity prolonged by
and pleasant caring environment is provided with recognition of theéntrusive medical technology that prompted the appointment
patient’s human context of family and/or friends. Medical interven-of the select committee and the introduction of the Bill.
Itil]%l’-ls are kept to a minimum compatible with comfort and quality of Members should be (_:Iear that patients have always had 'ghe

Help is particularly provided to assist patients and families toabs_olute common law right FO re_fuse medical treatment. Itis
come to terms with the realities of the situation—giving time & Pity that this common law right is not better known because,
wherever possible for anticipatory grieving and reconciliation. Thef those of us who fear a prolonged death knew their rights,
f\cktrIO\A{fd]gmhfint of_th? t?}ymg Eroclehsstand t?teh giving OfblfllerdmISSIOmey would not be driven into the embrace of the South
0 Stop the Tignt agains € natural nistory o € Incuraple diseas H H H H H
are central to a more comfortable and peaceful death, and quality us_trallan_ Vqunta_ry E_uthanaS|a Soplety and its |dea_s.
life until death. The majority of patients in palliative care programsFatients with a terminal iliness can obtain a natural death with
have malignant diseases. The clinical (pain and symptom controljignity in our excellent palliative care institutions, such as
care of patients with advanced cancer often requires the advice atidose at Modbury Hospital and Mary Potter Hospice, both of
assistance of specialised palliative care doctors and nurses, in '.iai.S%Ehich | have visited. Death with dignity is obtainable without
with the general practitioner and relevant hospital cancer specialis; e need to be injected with a poison unrelated to pain relief
As | said earlier, this Bill was meant to address the autonoby a doctor or nurse whose intention is to Kill.
mous right of individuals to decide for themselves what |t is rather a pity that, when | was referring earlier to
medical treatment would be acceptable to them and therefofenerals, the member for Newland asked me if | would give
allowing them the opportunity to give their consent, or whather the date and place of mine, so that she could attend. | say
medical treatment would not be acceptable to them, thereforat is a pity, because | agree with most of what the member
allowing them the opportunity of refusing such medicalfor Newland has said today. It is noteworthy that the member
treatment. The concerns of the committee were directed to thfer Newland and | are the only remaining members of the
dying; to those in a terminal phase of a terminal iliness. | anselect Committee of the Law and Practice Relating to Death
not convinced at present that this amended and grosshhd Dying in this Parliament. So, when the member for
enlarged Bill will address without confusion the intent of theNewland says, ‘The select committee means this,’ | would
select committee recommendations that, where people die Have to read her remarks closely, because | was on the select
is important to ensure death with dignity. committee also and | have my views—

It is for that reason that | refrain from giving my support  Mrs Kotz interjecting:
to this Bill until the Committee stage, when | can see the Mr ATKINSON: As a matter of fact, | attended that
intent of the House and how it will apply that intent to the committee more often than did the member for Newland, and
Bill, and see whatever amendments might be forthcominghe record will show that. When | would leave home of a
from members of this House to make this a far more palatablmorning to attend the meetings of the select committee, my
Bill than the one which | now have in my hand, thanks to thewife would ask where | was going and | would say, ‘I am
members oHansard | trust that when the Bill does leave going to death and dying.’ What | meant by that is that | was
this place it will encompass the intent of the recommendagoing to a committee that was dealing with terminal illness.
tions of the select committee, which spent a great deal of tim®ne of my worries about the Bill is that the member for
in drafting the recommendations and which was very sincerblewland and the Minister for Health would like it to deal
in making those recommendations to this Parliament. with situations other than terminal iliness, and that is a matter
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of controversy that will be debated in Committee. Thereadvice of our Christian churches. As | said before, the
are— member for Newland and | are the only two remaining
Members interjecting: members of Parliament who served on the select committee
Mr ATKINSON: No; | disagree with you actually. There and, although the Minister for Health is in charge of the Bill
are aspects of the Bill, especially as the member for Newlantbr the Government, it is worth noting that he did not serve
wishes to amend it, which would allow it to apply to peopleon the committee.
who are not in the terminal phase of a terminal illness and As a Minister committed to $65 million in cuts in the
who may be in a condition from which they will recover— South Australian health system over the next three years, he
Mrs KOTZ: | rise on a point of order. The member for bears a heavy budgetary responsibility that could be seen to
Spence has indicated that | have said something abobg in conflict with fidelity to the principles of the committee
introducing amendments. At this stage the honourableeport. The Bill should have been debated in private
member is reflecting on me in a derogatory manner. Henembers’ time, for that would have given the clearest
cannot make any judgments, because | have not yet indicat@tlication to members that the Bill is a matter of conscience
any amendments to be moved to the Bill. and, therefore, there is no obligation on Government mem-
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): | do notthinkthat bers to support the Minister. Members who serve in the
is a point of order, but | request the honourable member to beouse in years to come will come under increasing pressure
a little more careful in making comments and deal in fact. from health administrations to legalise active voluntary
Mr ATKINSON: The member for Newland is unduly euthanasia, that is, the lethal injection or the lethal dose,
sensitive because in her second reading speech she canvadsechuse it could save millions of dollars in a society with
certain clauses and criticised aspects of the Bill as it wamore people over 80 years than at any time in history.
returned to this place from another place, and the record will We are not under pressure now and the Minister has not
show that. As | have said, | agree with most of what theasked for this, but it will come under another administration
member for Newland said, particularly as it related toin the guise of patient autonomy. | must disagree with what
palliative care, but we have some differences about ththe member for Newland had to say about patient autonomy
minutia of the Bill. I hope the honourable member will allow because, desirable though that is while the patient is con-
me to express my opinion about the Bill without points of scious and competent, when a patient is not conscious and
order. As the law stands, a patient is now free to administecompetent and an agent is making decisions for a patient, that
a lethal injection or lethal dose to himself because suicide is not patient autonomy any more than doctors and the family
no longer a criminal offence. The so-called right to activeof the patient making decisions, as they do now. | disagree
voluntary euthanasia would cast a duty on others to do theith the member for Newland on this point, because | do not
killing, and that is why | oppose it. Members should also bebelieve another person can exercise one’s autonomy for one.
aware that in nearly all cases— Mrs Kotz: Why didn’t you dissent from the committee
Members interjecting: report?
Mr ATKINSON: Members opposite interject again. | did ~ Mr ATKINSON: If the member for Newland had been
not interject on the member for Newland during her seconat the committee meetings where topics such as nasogastric

reading speech. feeding were discussed, she would know that the minutes
Mr Brindal interjecting: record that | asked for a vote on nasogastric feeding and |
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley dissented from the report on that point. The member for
is out of order. Newland should also note that the Standing Orders of the

Mr ATKINSON: Members opposite are interjecting that House at that time did not provide for minority reports. The
active voluntary euthanasia is not authorised by the Bill, an@nly way one could make a minority report was to come into
| agree with that. | am just trying to say why | oppose activethe House and, on the noting of the report, give one’s
voluntary euthanasia. | hope members opposite will allow meliffering view from the committee.

to make my point about that. Mr Brindal interjecting:
Mr Brindal interjecting: The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley is out of order.

is out of order. Mr ATKINSON: Readers oHansardwill know that that

Mr ATKINSON: Members should be aware that in nearlyis just what | did. On the noting of the committee’s Report
all cases of terminal cancer pain can now be controlled by thmto the Law and Practice Relating to Death and Dying |
administration of opiates such as morphine. This Bill is aboutade a lengthy contribution in which | reviewed the report,
allowing doctors to prescribe sufficient doses of opiates teupported many aspects of it but dissented from others, and
keep a patient comfortable and to keep administering evehat is reported irHansard That is the proper way to go
larger doses for the same purpose even if the final dose mapout giving a minority report when one is on a House of
contribute incidentally to a patient’s death. | listened carefullyAssembly select committee. In my opinion, the Bill has been
to what the members for Elizabeth and Newland had to saynproved by deliberations in another place. When | moved
about double effect. It was an interesting exchange of viewshe amendments to the Bill in 1993 all were defeated and
The committee report and the Bill are ambiguous about théhree of them are now part of the Bill.
matter, but | stand by the summary | have just made. There Mrs Kotz interjecting:
are points to be made both for the member for Elizabeth’s Mr ATKINSON: The member for Newland said, ‘Bad
point of view and for the member for Newland’s point of mistake.” That is just what she said in her second reading
view. | support the Bill on that point and, if members supportspeech, and that is why it is open to me to canvass her
the changes | propose to make, they will in no way becriticism of those amendments. First, | moved that there be
detracting from the Bill's purpose. a savings clause that would preserve the Criminal Law

However, | do not disguise from my critics such as theConsolidation Act’s prohibition on assisted suicide. The then
member for Newland that my changes are guided by th#inister for Health said that such a savings clause was not
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necessary. He and the member for Newland said that thaisability. The committee took evidence from Mrlan
amendment would lead to endless doubt. Bidmeade, who is known for his report on how prematurely
The then member for Coles said that it was unprecedentdabrn babies should be treated by South Australian hospitals.
in the legislative history of the State to restate parts of the laMr Bidmeade told the select committee that nasogastric tubes
that the Bill did not intend to change. She said that thevere a normal way of providing food and water to patients.
amendment was an impediment to the practice of gootido not wantwards in our public hospitals to be set aside for
palliative care. Thirty-seven members dutifully trooped overstarving or dehydrating people. The leading case on
to this side to vote against the amendment. My amendmeim@asogastric cases is a case decided by the Judicial Committee
is reproduced in the Bill before us at clause 18 and | predicof the House of Lords-Airedale NHS v Blandwhich is
that not one member in the debate will criticise it and thaknown as ‘Bland’s case’. | will have more to say about that
there will be no amendment to change it. There is certainlys the debate proceeds.

not one on file now. We heard evidence when we went to Glenside Hospital
Secondly, | moved an amendment that an agent could nétom a doctor who said that dementia patients with urinary
refuse medical treatment that was part of the conventionafact infection and pneumonia are now not treated. That is,
treatment of an illness and not significantly intrusive orthey are not treated and are allowed to die of pneumonia and
burdensome. That amendment was defeated nine votes to 3finary tract infection. Speaking for myself only, | do not
I am pleased to see that the amendment is here in the Bihink that is right. However, the Bill in its current form would
before us at clause 8(7)(b)(iii). This part of the Bill providestend to support that long-established practice—which | must
that a medical power of attorney does not authorise an ageghy happened under my Government just as it is happening
to refuse medical treatment that would result in the grantoginder this Government. | say let change to the law, particular-
regaining the capacity to make decisions about his or hay this very sensitive law, be made very slowly. We can
medical treatment. The then member for Coles, the Horalways come back later to consider this Bill and to make
Jennifer Cashmore, told the House that the amendment wougmendments in the direction suggested by the Minister and
destroy the whole concept of autonomy. Yet, | see n@he member for Newland. However, | ask members to be very
amendment on file to change that. cautious and attentive in dealing with this Bill. We can fix it
Thirdly,  moved an amendment that would have allowedup later. Let us move slowly in accordance with established
an appeal to the Supreme Court on a medical power afommunity values.
attorney in the same way as the Power of Attorney and

amendment would destroy many of the things that the selegiarliament—part of the class of 1993, and an extraordinarily
committee sought to build up. My amendment was lost sixyilljant class, | might add—I was not present for previous
votes to 36, but it is now back in the Bill, bigger and betterparjiamentary debates on palliative care or matters relating
than I had first intended. _ to death and dying. This Bill deals specifically with medical

I mention these changes because | am pleased with thefieatment and palliative care but it is much wider than that.
and also to warn new members that, when the Minister resis{salso addresses several discrete issues, for example, consent
amendments on file today because he says that they wouldl treatment, and medical powers of attorney, particularly
not be true to the select committee’s intentions or that thefoncerning children. All these areas are, of course, diverse

would destroy the Bill, they should bear in mind that it hasand very important. The most significant and vital area is, of
all been tried before in respect of amendments that are nogburse, the care of the dying.

gﬁfﬁg;@j' Let us have this debate on the merits not on Every family has to make a decision _at_some po_int intime
Th : h | seek to this Bill th ther i about the treatment of a loved one who is in fact dying. In my
e one change | seex 1o this bill more than any OINer 13546 jt \was my mother who, over a period of months, suffered
a requwe_ment that agents not deny to pat_|ents. food and Wat%{number of strokes and deteriorated rather dramatically. Her
As the Bill stands, clause 8(7)(b)(i) provides: mental faculties were intact but physically she simply fell
A medical power of attorney does not authorise the agent tgyway. In this case she knew what she wanted to do, and that
refuse the natural provision or the natural administration of food and 5 s g die. My views on euthanasia and my mother’s views
water. . . ) on euthanasia would not allow that to happen, but there was
The offending word is ‘natural’. The clause as it stands meang wjthdrawal of treatment by her, in a sense, where she began
that the artificial provision of food and water through a dripyg eat less and then died a very natural death after a long and
in the arm or a nasogastric drip can be refused by an agerfroductive life. It would have been quite easy to ask a doctor
On this point the select committee report states: to give my mother an injection and terminate her life, similar
A patient may refuse such care (food and water) for any reasorip the television program about the man whose life was

inCIUding a desire to hasten death. Such a refusal (eSpeCiaIIy tbrm”']ated in Amsterdam a Couple of Weeks ago | made a
sustained to the point of dehydration and/or starvation) requires

level of self-determination which the committee believes can onlyﬁo'm of protesting about that in this Parliament.

be exercised by individuals acting, consciously, in all circumstances, The most important thing in all of this is that my mother
on their own behalf. was able to die with dignity. | know that a lot of people have
Where | disagree with the Minister is that | do not believeterrible illnesses and dignity is something which goes out the
that the decision to stop food and water can be delegated window, and | will talk about that in a moment. | now refer
an agent. It is one thing for Bobby Sands and other imprisspecifically to the amendments to this Consent to Medical
oned members of the Irish Republican Army to go on aTreatment and Palliative Care Bill. | believe that these
hunger strike unto death, it is another for a medical agent tamendments should all be examined and debated before being
do the same for an unconscious or demented patient imcorporated into the Bill. | understand that clause 12 under
hospital. The clause as it stands is a danger to disablgte present Bill allows children of any age to consent to their
children, those with dementia and those with an intellectuabwn medical treatment without parental consent; in fact,
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without the parents being informed at all, and | think this ispreserved. This does not exist in the comatose patient who
most dangerous. must be fed by a nasogastric tube, or whatever.

I recommend that the age of consent for medical treatment A person in a persistent vegetative state is not necessarily
be 18 years. | am very much aware of the argument that 1 a dying process. A persistent vegetative state conveys the
should be the age, and we know that at 16 young people hai@dea that a PVS person is now existing in a vegetable state—
to behave as young adults; society demands that. People agaad | do not like the word ‘vegetable’, but here we are using
16 can drive cars in South Australia and have some othehis term. As | said, | find that a terrible term to use. This
rights within the law, but in another place reference was madepens the way to assessing such patients as less than human
by the Hon. Robert Lawson to the fact that since the severbeings. It is more accurate to refer to the patient as temporari-
teenth century common law has allowed a minor to conserly or permanently unconscious. This would safeguard the
to treatment. The Hon. Robert Lawson said that at 14 yeaiigdividual worth and dignity of persons in our society who
of age a person is capable of understanding the naturean no longer act in an autonomous manner. | actually saw
consequences and risks of the treatment to be undertaken, dhet with another student that | had. Being a teacher has its
| believe that is so. highs and lows. A boy who was badly injured in a motor bike

My privilege as a counsellor and as a minister was to b@ccident two years ago is still in an unconscious or comatose
with a young cancer victim—a student of mine—who was 14condition.
years of age. He was very intelligent. He knew that he had a Itis important to note here that many patients written off
very bad illness and that it could be terminal; and it ultimatelyby the medical profession in a PVS condition, and many have
took his life. There were times when he was too young, been written off, who have had shocking brain injuries, after
believe, and certainly too ill, to make crucial decisionsabout seven months have made substantial progress to a point
regarding his medical condition. To make the age of consenvhere after about 12 months they can go horse riding; some
18 makes sense, for the following reasons: first, a persofave been rehabilitated to a point where they can go back to
under 18 cannot make a will, cannot give an ordinary powegollege, have regained critical skills and, in some cases,
of attorney, vote in an election, appoint an agent, or enter intactually regained all their skills. There are examples of
a contract, no matter how trivial that contract may be. patients who have suffered brain damage and who have

I now refer specifically to the proposed amendments to théecovered sufficiently to take their place in society. What still
Bill. In clause 4 under ‘life sustaining measures’ the wordsbaffles medical experts is what differentiates these late
‘artificial nutrition and hydration’ should be deleted. This is recoverers from those who remain permanently in a vegeta-
a very broad term and, in its present form, could result irfive state. | guess there is no easy explanation for that: | am
disabled patients being denied simple tube feeding of fooflot a medical practitioner or have any medical knowledge,
and fluids when such feeding is entirely appropriate and moreut | guess it will still baffle the medical profession in the
than likely the only avenue for them. Artificial nutrition and future.
hydration are not a form of medical treatment. The obligation There are minor changes to clauses 10 and 17. The term
to nourish and hydrate another human being is, of course, 'Boribund’ should be deleted from clause 10(2)(b) and clause
basic human activity and an obligation from birth to death,17(2). In both cases | advocate that it be replaced by ‘terminal
and it should remain exactly like that. phase of a terminal illness’. | would briefly like to look at

Human interdependence and solidarity is the basis of thelause 8(7)(b)(i), which provides:
obligation to care for the life of our neighbour, especially  (b) does not authorise the agent to refuse—
when that person is dependent or incompetent and, therefore, (i) the natural provision or natural administration of food or
unable to care for his or her own life. In looking at ‘terminal water.
phase of a terminal illness’ in clause 4, there needs to béthe word ‘natural’is deleted from this clause it excludes the
added to the definition the words ‘within 12 months’. This isPossibility of an agent, with the intention of causing death,
a very broad definition. Common disorders such as diabeté#epriving a non-dying patient of appropriate tube feeding. For
and high blood pressure, | guess, would enter into this broa@on-dying patients to have death brought about by starvation
classification, even though the person may have 20, 30 @&nd dehydration is nothing short of euthanasia. It goes a step
more years to live. Therefore, | recommend that it read: further than that, | guess, and becomes murder, to be actually

‘terminal illness’ means an illness or condition that is likely to deprived when they are notin a dying condition. Obviously,
result in death within 12 months. that must be looked at. _

In clause 4, page 3, line 8 we see the phrase: In conclusion, | refer to clause 18. For consistency and

) T accuracy it should also include the word ‘omission’, and
‘Terminal phase’ of a terminal illness means the phase of thq

illness reached when there is no real prospect of recovery Orherefore it would read:

remission of symptoms. . . This Act does not authorise the administration or omission of
. . . medical treatment for the purpose of causing the death of a person
Here the following words should be inserted: to whom the treatment is administered.
- - and death is likely to result within three months. | believe that clause 18 is essential to the Bill and must

This definition is broad enough to include many disordersremain. In its present form the Bill provides the possibility
muscular diseases and multiple sclerosis come to mind. | nothat non-dying patients, who could make a complete recov-
examine clause 7(3) and paragraph (a)(i), both of whickery, could have death brought about by starvation and
include the phrase ‘in the terminal phase of a terminal illnessjehydration. The passing of this Bill (once the amendments
or in a persistent vegetative state.’ | believe the words ‘or irare through) is very important and will protect an innocent
a persistent vegetative state’ should be removed. A persistecitizen’s right to life.

vegetative state (PVS) is not a disease but, rather, a collection

of symptoms. A PVS patient may enter a permanently MrSCALZI (Hartley): | refer to a poem entitled
unconscious state but differs from a comatose patient in thafithonus’ written by Tennyson as follows:

the gag, cough, sucking and swallowing reflexes are usually The woods decay, the woods decay and fall,
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The vapours weep their burthen to the ground, whole of society. In order to do that we must at times move
Man comes and tills the field and lies beneath. away from our own personal views. | am glad that there is to
And after many a summer dies the swan. be a conscience vote on this matter. For it to be anything else

Me only cruel immortality

Consumes: | wither slowly in thine arms, would make it very difficult.

Here at the quiet limit of the world, Death was not a foreign experience to me as a child. | was
A white-hair'd shadow roaming like a dream brought up in a village where | clearly recall a great-aunt
The ever-silent spaces of the East, dying of cancer. | remember going to the funeral. It was not
"Z?r"c,OIdEd mists, and gleaming halls of morn. unnatural; it was part of life. In a way, death was seen as a
as! for this grey shadow, once a man. . . . . 7= .

Why should a man desire in any way sacrament in the religious context. Grieving was part of it anql
To vary from the kindly race of men, there was an acceptance of death. We must be flexible in
Or pass beyond the goal of ordinance attempting to cater for these realities.

Where all should pause, as is most meet for all? On the other hand, as a teacher in South Australia, | have

Tithonus was a young, elegant gentleman in Ancient Greeaeoted that death is not always accepted so readily. Indeed,
who fell in the love with the Goddess Aurora. Tithonus askeddisease is not always accepted in our society. We tend to
for eternal life, but what Tithonus failed to ask for was eternalshelter the young from these realities. | do not think that is a
youth. He requested eternal life but at the end deeplgood thing, because we will never appreciate life unless we
regretted that he asked for something that was not naturalkhow it in its full perspective.
believe that in many ways modern society is a little bit like | have had other experiences which have made me
Tithonus. We want eternal life, and with it we want eternalappreciate life more fully. As a young man, from the age of
youth. At the end we fail to accept the reality that death,17 to about 22, | faced a serious illness and, not knowing
illness and old age is all part of life. At the end we must comawvhat it was, that made me reflect quite a lot about life. | can
to terms with that. | believe that this Bill, whether we agreetell members that | did not expect to reach the age of 30. | did
or disagree on various clauses, gives the reality of life tha lot of thinking. There were times when | was very de-
proper perspective and status that it deserves. We muptessed and at times, if someone had said, ‘Joe, would you
acknowledge that we cannot live forever and cannot alwaykke to end it?,’ being in so much pain | would probably have
maximise pleasure and reduce pain. All those things are pashid ‘Yes.’
of life. To accept life we must accept death, for only then can | am glad that | did not do so and that | am here today.
we put life in its full perspective. What | am getting at is that we are not always precise on what
The Bill can be divided into two main areas: consent towe mean and what we want, and the transfer of autonomy
medical and dental treatment, and care for the dying (and ifrom one period in one’s age to another is not always clear
that, the repeal of the Natural Death Act and amendments tout. | accept that we must try to legislate and take factors into
the Guardianship and Administration Act). The Bill was account and start from the point of autonomy, because to do
made possible only through the hard work of the selecbtherwise would be very difficult indeed.
committee and the many people who contributed to it. | agree In legislating and amending for safeguards we must take
with the member for Spence in that we should be cautiouall these factors into account. In a way, we only arrive naked
about implementing the Bill and proclaiming it as an Act at birth: at all other times we are clothed and we come with
before this Parliament, because we can always go back. Withggage. We are clothed with tradition, family responsibilities
something as important as this, where we are defining life imnd commitment, spirituality and a sense of belonging to a
a sense, it is important that we get it right. If we fail to get it community. All those things are important. At times, we
right, it will be more difficult to put it right in future. We might throw off the cloak, as young people do when they
have found that in other areas. rebel against their families. Imagine when someone at that
In a sense, this Bill should have been two Bills. Howeverstage appoints an agent and something happens in four or five
to follow that logic and prevent the Bill from proceeding years; it is a totally different matter, because the continuity
would be irresponsible. A lot of time and effort has gone intoof that individual is not based solely on that time.
the preparation of this Bill. | commend the members of the It is difficult to legislate in those areas. Like the member
select committee and all who appeared before it on makinfpr Spence and others, | have visited hospices; | have seen
this Bill possible. One could say that putting it together withpeople dying; | have talked to doctors and priests; and | have
consent to medical treatment is to look at it in a holistic waytried to come to terms with my religious views, my liberal
because death is part of life and we should deal with allemocratic views and my responsibilities as a member of this
medical treatment in a general sense. There is logic to thaplace. This is why | am talking about all these things that
The argument against it, which | believe has some meritshould be taken into account. It is not clear cut, and we
is that dealing with death, dying and palliative care is sacannot just make decisions which we might regret in the
important in itself that it should be given specific prominence future.
That is my view, and | would not be so irresponsible as to  There are problems with the transfer of autonomy. There
prevent the good that will come from this Bill merely by is a big difference between when we legislate for an individ-
being pedantic. As | said, | believe it would be irresponsible ual to make up his or her own mind and when we legislate for
This Bill should proceed because | believe that it will benefitan individual to transfer power and appoint a proxy to make
from amendments that will eventuate from proper debate byp his or her mind in a hypothetical situation because, when
concerned members. we are faced with those problems, our thought processes
This is a very difficult area on which to reach agreementchange. Once we come through those experiences, our
It is not easy to agree to legislate on matters that impact othought processes change again, and we might ask, ‘Who is
a person’s life. After all, we come from different perspec-the person? Whom are we talking about?’ That is why this
tives. We live in a multicultural society with different area is very difficult to legislate for.
perspectives and religious views, and all those must be taken Only last week a professional friend of mine who had been
into account. However, as legislators, we have to act for théhinking about this area said to me:



1396 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Thursday 1 December 1994

| was speaking to my father the other day and he said, ‘If | washumber of the clauses in Committee. A couple of things have
dying of cancer | would not want you to tell me.’ said, ‘Why not?', happened recently that have caused me to change the way |
and he said, ‘Well, | would like to go, not knowing | was dying; | think ahout this. In fact, if this Bill had been introduced six
would like to go in hope. S

] __months ago, | would have voted quite differently on a number
I reflect back on my youth, my experiences and the traditiongf clauses from the way | now intend to vote.
that affected part of my life—and | am a composite of all  Tg incidents have occurred recently, the second of which
these things. For example, | had seen my aunt pass away Wiffys had a major impact on me. The first incident was when
cancer. She knew she was dying, but she did not want the pyblic Works Committee visited the Flinders Medical
know. She wanted the family around her and to die in thafentre. As part of that visit, we were taken through a section
way. What do we do in situations such as that? Our lawf the hospital in which, if my memory serves me correctly,
would say that the doctor should tell them, straight outthere were 10 or a dozen very old people who were totally
Family members have come to me and said, ‘No, | do nofnconscious and on life support systems and who, according
want the doctor to tell them.’ It is difficult. It is not an easy tg the doctor, had no hope of ever leaving the hospital. For
thing for which to legislate; it is not an easy thing to con-most of the time, they were not conscious and had no idea of
clude. what was going on about them.

OveraII, | believe that this Iegislation is needed. In this | asked' ‘Have there been any requests from relatives and
society, we have reached the stage where people want so§ on with respect to whether the life support systems should
direction, which will allow them to care and to let people die pe continued?’ He said, ‘Yes. Some argue very strongly that
with dignity. In legislating we must be careful that we do notywe must provide support for these people for as long as we
send the wrong message because, as the select commitiggssibly can.’ He said that others, who were just as emotio-
pointed out, intent must not be overlooked. There is &al, distraught or concerned—whatever word is used to
difference in giving pain relief to someone to make themdescribe them—were saying, ‘It really hurts me to see my
comfortable and alleviate their pain. If consequently thatather (or whomever it might be) in this situation. That
person passes away, it has to do with intent. | believe that theowed the seed in my mind, and | wondered whether or not
intent of a compassionate society should always be to try tpwas right with the approach | had always had, that is, for
do the best for the patient, to keep them comfortable, to makgoodness sake, make sure that we keep life for as long as we
them feel as though they are still part of society and to allowean. Seeing the people in that situation did have an impact on
them to die with dignity. To interfere with the natural deathme.
process in itself is unnatural. So, we must not interfere with - The second incident that had a profound impact on me was
that process: we must allow people to die with dignity.  the death of a person very close to me. | guess that not many

However, there is a big difference if we aid that processof us are in the fortunate position where we can get very close
I do not believe that we should aim to do that in any way, ando our in-laws. | was very close to my father-in-law. He was
| do not believe that this Bill does that, but if it is perceiveda man whom | loved (I am not ashamed to say that) and
by some that it may affect some individuals who happen t@dmired greatly and deeply for what he had done and the way
be in a state where they cannot make a decision for thenhe had established himself. He was a proud and strong man,
selves—for example, with regard to artificial nutrition andand I have very fond and happy memories of my father-in-
hydration—we as legislators must make clear that that willaw from the time | first met him to the time he died just a
not happen. If we do not deal with that perception or possifew weeks ago.
bility, I believe that will make us irresponsible as legislators. | can remember, when we were first aware that he had a

I will not go through the proposed amendments to whichfatal illness—the only thing we did not know was how long
my colleague the member for Hanson referred becausehe would survive—that my wife said to me, ‘Scott, | hope he
believe they will be dealt with more fully in Committee. | never suffers. | do not want to see him suffer pain.’ | thought
would like to say in conclusion that I, too, have difficulties my wife was wrong. | said, ‘No, we just want that man to live
with the age limit, but | am sure that matter will be clearedas long as he can, to share with him as much of the time he
up. The argument that some members have put that onlyfas left.” Even at that stage, | was in disagreement with my
few people will be affected by such a Bill, that the majority wife’s sentiments in that regard. Let me make quite clear that
will not appoint an agent, is, | believe, fallacious. If we areit was out of love for her father that my wife said what she
to put forward good legislation and good directives, we mustlid. There was no way in the world that she wanted to see her
take those things into account, because it might appear thé&tther suffer.
only a few people will be affected today but there could be As the disease progressed, it became quite obvious that he
a few more tomorrow and a lot more next week, and so onwas suffering. He was suffering intense pain and, to over-

Again, | acknowledge the hard work and | respect andccome that pain, he was being drugged more and more heavily
admire the point of view of people who work with the dying to the point where he had absolutely no idea of the people
in the hospices | have visited—the people who have madaround him, not even me, his daughter and others who were
this sort of legislation and this sort of work a big part of their close to the family. He was brought to Adelaide, and when
life. | believe they are privileged because in a way they arave saw him and the pain he was going through, as | said, it
closer to humanity than the average person as they deal daiad a profound effect on me. It was decided to return him to
with the soul of man—for it is only in acknowledging death the hospital in the country town from which he came to see
that we can really appreciate life. out his last few days. That is when for the first time | said, ‘I

think | have been wrong. What right have we, because we

Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): 1intend to speak only briefly wanted to have that person with us as long as we could, to say
in this debate, but | do not want that to be interpreted as athat the fact he was in pain, the fact he was just so heavily
indication that | do not believe it is significant. The fact thatdrugged, that he really had no idea of where he was or who
it is so significant is one of the reasons that | do not wish tdie was or who was around him, did not matter?’ For the first
speak for long now, as it is my intention to speak on atime | asked myself, ‘Is that really life?” Make no mistake,
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the man was alive only because of the support systems he had So, in those key areas | will certainly be speaking again
been provided with. when we come to the Committee stages and I certainly will

| take the point made by the previous speaker that wélSO be speaking on some of the other clauses as they come
should not interfere with death. The point is that we argbefore this House because, in the six and a bit years that | was
interfering with death if we prolong life. Looking at it from Nere before and the 12 months | have been here this time, |
the purist point of view, had my father-in-law not been pu»[regard this as one of thg mostimportant pieces of Ieg|slat|qn
on this life support system, had he not been pumped full othat | have had to consider. | am confident that the Bill, as it

drugs, there is no doubt that he would have passed aw&PMes out of the House, will be well thought out. Everyone
earlier than was the case. who has spoken has made it quite clear that they have thought
. - N ery carefully about the stance they have taken, and | can

The point | am making is that that situation had a profoun&é/nly hope that the Bill when it is enacted will be one which

effect upon me and has caused me to change the way | wifl. : ; o ;
vote on some clauses in this Bill. Had my father-in-lawar'g:ssS'St the residents of South Australia in these important

requested of his daughter or his son, ‘Look, please, if | get to
the stage where the pain is so severe and where the drugs are

. ; ; Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): | must say | have certainly
so much in my system that | am just no longer consmoug

istened to contributions with great interest. | have read the

would you please end it?", six months ago | would have saidg;j| anq | support the issues raised in it. | accept that the Bill

‘No way,” but, having seen the suffering, a person in thatjises emotive issues that we all obviously have great
situation or people close to a person in that situation should,,~orns about. as has been indicated. Obviously, we must
be able to say, ‘Look, enough is enough; | really do beI'e\/eConsider the Bill carefully. This Bill is about the very final

\(/j\{e s.thc,)ﬂd "?‘SSE[ ;[his person r:.o pahss aW"?‘Iy pfiacef(LjJIIy, 'tages of our life. We are not talking about shortening a life;
ignity.” Again, that was something that really affected me, o 316 talking about the very final stages of life in a terminal-

We were with him on the day he died, and he was certainly ill state. or perhaps on a life support machine. We also
not dignified. That really got to me: this dignified, proud, r)1/eed to cé)nsiger thg quality of IifeF.)F\)Ne are not looking at

hard working man on his last day—and | do not mean thig, ,antitv. Most certainly for me quality is a very important
unkindly or cruelly—was undignified. It hadamajorimpact?g‘i‘ue'I 4 ny quality Is a very imp

on my wife and me to see that man in that situation. | repeat | would like to raise an issue to which | have given

that he was in that situation only because of the life SUpPOH g onaple consideration. There was a time when | was much
sysﬁems, a}nld so on. As '3%'01' when we come to that Claus)%unger that | had a loved one who was at that very final
Ih\év\llecertaln y vote quite differently from the way I would stage of life. | spoke to the doctor. There was no cure for this
: person’s condition; she was dying, and | felt very uncomfort-

The other area | will look closely at is the age of the aple seeing her in great pain. | believed at that stage that the
consent. | will strongly support the present way in which therreatment was significantly intrusive. There was no-one for
Bill has come before us with regard to the age of 16. If weme to speak to, apart from a very kindly church visitor, but
give a young person the right to consent or otherwise to seXspoke to a doctor about discontinuing the treatment because
or to enter into a sexual relationship, if we give them the right did not believe that it was reasonable.
to drive a car and so many other things, particularly today, | was in a state of grief—it was quite a heart-wrenching
where there is such a wealth of information available tojilemma—and this young doctor abused me. She asked me
young people to prepare them for their life, at the age of 16t | was wanting her to kill someone. It was absolutely
people are able to make an infor_med and conscious decijsiqmtrageous_ One simply could never ask anyone to kil a
on what they want. We are talking about the age at whichoved one. After some debate about it the treatment ceased
young people should be able to obtain medical treatmer§nd within hours this person passed away. | say this as an
without any involvement of their parents. At the age ofaside, but probably within half an hour of treatment being
consent, the majority of young people will still talk to their ceased she became quite lucid for the first time in days and
parents. | believe that my daughter, at the age of 16, woulgang her favourite hymn. So, | quite strongly believe that we
still have spoken to me or to her mother on any issue—ifgjo know when the time has come and that we are going.
fact, she still does. Certainly, in the majority of families, Anyway, she just passed away so very quickly.
be a problem. is that both the doctor and | were young and we were unable

We have to accept the fact, though, that some families a® deal with the situation. She had little or no training, |
not as fortunate as my daughter has been. Sometimes thdselieve, in how to cope with such situations. We need to have
young adults are not in a position to have the benefit of beingomething in place when we get to a situation such as | have
able to talk over calmly and rationally matters such as thatlescribed, so that there is some guidance or something in
with their parents or others. We do not have the right to sayplace where everyone is able to deal with the situation. There
‘“You have to wait until you are 18 before you can determines probably insufficient funding to train doctors and carers in
whether you wish to see a doctor or a dentist of your owrthis area. When we are faced with a dying person who
volition.” The age of 16 is a reasonable age. | would berequests that there be no further treatment or perhaps as in the
concerned if a person of, say, 10 or 12 or anything like thasituation that | have described, the doctors are forced into a
was able to make such a decision; | would have real problemeery difficult position. They, like the dying person, know that
with that. By the age of 16, young people should be able tdéhe time is imminent. At best, they can relieve some of the
make that decision, and | would hope that most of thenpain. | do not believe they can relieve all of the pain all of the
would be fortunate enough to be in a position to be able téime. So, we have a dying person who will have some periods
share their decision with their parents or others, but if theyf time where they are in great pain. We all know—the
are not we should not in any way step in to stop them frordoctors, the patient and the family—that, at best, all we are
making such decisions. doing is putting death off.
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| believe that the medical practitioners and carers need to The Bill does not talk about hastening death at all; it deals
know exactly where they stand under the law and | believenly with the terminally ill and those who are in the very final
this Bill does that, gives us all a position. It has also beerstage of death. | know that | have said that before, but it is
expressed that if the doctors administer too many drugs tionportant to consider that. | have nursed patients in nursing
patients they shorten the life. | do not believe that that is amomes who have been quite elderly, very frail and suffering
issue at all. Our duty is to the dying person to make their finafrom dementia. In the main they are very happy and well
time as comfortable as possible. Obviously, there is neared for. | cannot say that they lead a productive life, but
opportunity for them to become addicted to the drugs becaugbey enjoy what they have. So, we are not talking about those
they would be in the very final stages of life and it would notpeople who are suffering the symptoms of ageing: we are not
matter. We are simply making that time more comfortable.seeking to terminate their life or prevent them from having

At the final stages of a person’s life it is very difficult for the opportunity to continue on.
all of those attending to those people—the doctors, the nurses | would never support the withdrawal of treatment if there
and certainly for their family—but | believe it is the dying Was the slightest chance of a cure or reasonable quality of
person that we have to consider and only consider. We haJée. However, when there is no hope and when people are
to consider how they feel in that position, and | do not thinkb€ing sustained by life support systems and are in pain, we
that we could fully contemplate those final stages of lifeshould be able to make a decision. The Bill gives us the right
ourselves. | do not think that is possible until we get there—t0 make an informed choice, and apart from all the emotive
hopefully not too soon. We can understand that at that stag@fguments that | was not planning to go into, the issue is still
when peop|e are in great pain and we know death woul@ne of making a choice at the final time of a person’s life and
relieve people of that suffering and indignity of just waiting the right to a dignified passing.
to go—which, to me, is a very important consideration— )
people do have the right to choose. | do not believe there is The Hon. S.J. BAKER secured the adjournment of the
any doubt about that. It is our choice: do we continuedébate.
treatment or do we not? | believe that when we are unable to
make that decision for ourselves someone else should be ablg PUBLIC FINANCE AND AUDIT (LOCAL
to make that decision. We are only talking about the very OVERNMENT CONTROLLING AUTHORITIES)
final stage of our life. We come back to the issue of the AMENDMENT BILL
quality of life, not quantity, and our decision to choose.

Although | do not wish to canvass this case to any gre Returned from the Legislative Council without amend-

extent, a son of a friend had an accident and was placed onem'
life support and the decision was made to turn it off. LOCAL GOVERNMENT (1995 ELECTIONS)
He quickly passed away. That happened more recently, AMENDMENT BILL

and for those parents it was not so difficult, in that they did

not have such great arguments about it. We are able to Returned from the Legislative Council without amend-
choose; we can make a will, appoint an agent, and so on.rhent.

thought that it would be an easy matter, having thought about

it for a long time and having very firm views, but itis not. | PARLIAMENTARY REMUNERATION (SALARY

said that | would not be emotional about it, but | am— RATES FREEZE) AMENDMENT BILL

The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting: Returned from the Legislative Council without amend
Mrs GERAGHTY: ltis; that is right, and it is hard not ment. 9

to be emotional. At what age would we be capable of making
those sorts of decisions? Is it 20, 30 or 40 years of age? Could SITTINGS AND BUSINESS
it actually be 16 years of age? Although | think that the age
atwhich we could make such a decision should not be much The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | take this
younger than 16 years, | think that the decision could be madgpportunity to thank everyone in the Parliament for their
atany time in our life. I believe that, in that final stage of ourdiligence during this session. Whilst the business of the
life, when we are dying, we develop a different type of parliament has not been completed, we expect that it will be
maturity; we change. So, | would support the age requirement the very near future, and it is appropriate at this time that
of 16 years. we recognise the talents and the dedication of the staff of
I have two children, who are now in their 20s; one of themParliament House. It may seem as though it is becoming a
was ill at one stage, and we discussed dying. Thankfully, héttle blaze because normally, at the end of the autumn and
is still with us, and hopefully he will well exceed my lifetime. budget sessions, we say ‘Thank you’ and, having been in this
| have seen children aged five on television who talk abouHouse for some time, | realise that it may well become just
death, because they are dying. They are so accepting of their matter of course rather than a sincere expression of
future and more worldly wise than their parents at times; theyappreciation of the outstanding efforts of our staff. However,
are more able to accept that they are dying. Death comes tsincerely mean what | say on this occasion.
all of us, and we hope it comes quickly and in a very First, | say ‘Thank you’ to the Speaker, as the person who
dignified manner. Unfortunately, sometimes it does nopresides over this House. | believe that he exercises judgment
happen that way, and that is when the wishes of the dyingnd serves the Parliament particularly well. Although there
must be considered. This Bill takes away the fear that doctorare differences on occasions, | do not believe that, on
who are providing palliative care have about prosecution, anceflection, members would have grave difficulty with too
alleviates the suffering and the indignity of dying. Also, it many of his rulings. Mr Speaker, | wish personally to express
protects the rights of patients from what may be consideredny appreciation of the way in which you have handled the
as | have said before, significant intrusive treatment. Chamber. | love the vitality of the Parliament, and | believe
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that those emotional moments where we have extreme poinBarliament. At times we all suffer from a lack of clarity in our

of view expressed across the floor add to the tenor of thexpression but, by the time it comes out as the printed word,
Parliament rather than detract from it. However, it has to bevhat the member intended seems to be more than clear. |
controlled and you, Sir, do a patrticularly fine job under thethank theHansardstaff not only for recording all the words
circumstances. | would hate to think that any Speaker wouldaid but for interpreting the words on occasions because they
prevent strong debate in the Parliament, because if that weesssist anyone who wants to read the record to get a clear
to happen I think that we could all go home. However, ifimpression of what was being stated at the time, even though
anyone traverses that dividing line between what is and whahe statement may not have been as clear as it should have
is not acceptable, they should and do suffer the appropriateeen at the time.

consequences. Mr Atkinson interjecting:

| did fear that it may have been necessary to have an The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Some more than others, as the
injunction placed against one honourable member of thimmember for Spence has admitted. We have a difaatard
House. It has not occurred, Sir, but he still has a little way tcstaff. We did test them out earlier this year when we had
go until the end of the parliamentary session, and | wouldxtended sittings, of which we are all aware. That was an
hate to think that a three day suspension was going to bénusual circumstance and they carried on and did the
imposed on that particular person and that we would miss hiBarliament proud because we got through the business even
talents for that amount of time. though it was running one, two, three or four days late. We

| also express my appreciation of the work of the Deputyhave a whole range of other people who assist in the good
Leader of the Opposition in liaising with Government workings of the Parliament. That includes the caretakers, who
because, whilst he is a relative newcomer to the position, hmake sure the building is secure at night. The caretakers take
has learnt very quickly. When | was Deputy Leader of thestrange phone calls when people lose keys or cannot get out
Opposition | had to learn quickly, and | know that the of the car park and they actually take abuse on the phone on
honourable member has indeed accepted the challenges of thecasions when people ring up and cannot make contact with
position and that everyone in this Chamber appreciates thtbe person they seek.
diligence with which he now is able to carry out his responsi- The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
bilities. Overall, the process of communication has worked The Hon. S.J. BAKER: That is right. The caretakers
extremely well and | thank the Deputy Leader for his rapiddispense their duties diligently. For those who provide food
learning curve and the extent to which it has made thend beverage, whether from the kitchen through to the
management of the House so much easier than if we hadgeneral service of meals and refreshment, they not only make
situation prevailing where members did not know what theysure we are served speedily, and that is important when we
were doing. We have developed a reasonable workingre always in a rush, but the service is given with a great deal
relationship. of goodwill. I will not single out particular people, but we

The Christmas message is really to the staff of théhave members of staff who do make light of what sometimes
Parliament who probably do have moments when thewre difficult circumstances when they have a large number of
wonder whether they should be in another occupationpeople lined up wanting to be served at the same time. | thank
because they do have to put up with us and suffer us on odtiem for their forbearance and the quality of the service they
occasions and, despite every member’'s endeavour to loliver.
pleasant, that does not necessarily occur on all occasions. We have, of course, members of the Library staff who
Despite the endeavours of all members to dispense their dutgsearch for us and guide us to the appropriate references and,
more than adequately, sometimes it is to the detriment of théespite what some people would regard as limits on the
staff in this Parliament, not by design but by default. We haveamount of resources available, they maximise the benefit to
had the odd late night when staff have been held back hegarliamentarians who use the Library. There are also other
to ensure that the Parliament runs smoothly. There have besnpport staff who make life easier and make the Parliament
occasions where we have been pushing hard to get messagexk appropriately.
back and forth and they have risen to the occasion. Mr Caudell interjecting:

In particular, the clerks have served us well with their The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The honourable member
deliberations and advice not only to the Speaker but to angnentions the Blue Room, but | thought | had encompassed
member who wished to understand the workings of thehe Blue Room in my remarks about the people delivering
Parliament and how to perform better as a parliamentariafiood and beverage services. On behalf of the Government, to
Politicians should always learn from experience and also usal those people | express my sincere thanks for once again
the experience that we have on the benches. We have a fideing us proud. | wish them and theirs a healthy and satisfy-
complement of people who assist us, and | refer to ouing Christmas, getting ready for the resumption of Parliament
Attendants, who make every endeavour to make life as eayn 7 February.
as possible for members of this House. As | have said | say to all members that, despite our differences, one of
previously, | have had the opportunity to visit other Parlia-the interesting aspects of the Parliament is not necessarily
ments in Australia and | have asked what level of service iflow well we get on with members alongside us but with
provided by the various employees of those Parliaments.those with whom we are in opposition. There have been
compliment our attendants because there is no doubt, basedcasions where there has been more rapport amongst
on my comparisons, that the support we get inside andpposites than there has been amongst companions. By and
outside the Chamber in terms of attention is first class. large we get on well. We fight the battles that have to be
know that every member of that crew dispenses his and hdéought in a vigorous fashion and we should always do that;
duties to the best of their ability and, indeed, sometimesve should always stand up for our beliefs. From that point of
above and beyond the call of duty. view | am satisfied that the Parliament has dispensed its duty

As to Hansard it must be very difficult with new to the people of South Australia over this budget session. |
members to understand the style and words presented to thésh all members a special Christmas, one that brings much
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joy to everyone and some form of relaxation. | know howstaff of the Parliament doing the work that they do. They do
hard members work—it is getting harder year by year. it out of sight. They assist us in all sorts of ways which most
Mr Clarke interjecting: citizens of this State would have no idea of and which allows
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Father Christmas works in Us to get on with the job of governing the State.
strange ways on occasions, as the Deputy Leader would As | said earlier, | am a new member and particularly a
understand. | do hope that Christmas brings everybody gre&gw Deputy Leader of the Opposition of only a few months
joy and that it is also a time of relaxation, so that memberstanding. | have relied heavily on the advice of a number of
are ready for the fights of the New Year. With those fewpeople who work in the Parliament, and | have thoroughly
words, | express my sincere thanks and best wishes ®@nhjoyed receiving the advice. | have not always taken the
everyone and | move: advice, but they have certainly assisted me in the conduct of
my duties. Any failings in the conduct of those duties is no
reflection on their advice, simply on the bearer of the
message. Returning to you, Mr Speaker, there is a lot | can
G thank you for. | am almost lost for words.

Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the OPF’OS'“OU)- Itis Mr Speaker, you have a difficult job to perform in very
with pleasure that | follow the Deputy Premier in his e\t circumstances and, at times, you have to deal with
comments concerning the staff of the Parliament. As a ne;%f\rticularly unruly members, such as the members for Unley,
member of Parliament | have found the courtesy, speed al itchell and Custance and, in particular, a most raffish

efficiency of all members of the staff of the ParIiamentDeputy Premier from time to time who goes out of his way
exceptional, and itis very much appreciated. So that | do nqf, “the” good spirit of Parliament, to try to provoke the
miss anyone out, | will refer briefly to my notes—and if, o,5qsition. In those very trying circumstances, | know you
d”f'”g the course of my speeqh, | miss anyone out | am surg, your best, Sir. From time to time, | might have differed as
I will be reminded—and there is no order of precedence. O, \\hather your best was actually good enough in so far as

behalf of the Opposition, | would like to express ourgre!ti_tudeIt impinged on me personally but, nonetheless, | certainly
to the cleaners, the caretakers, the attendants, the waiting ag\d- - 1 5'ill-will or rancour toward you, Sir.

cooking staff (whether they be in the blue room or in the . :
dining room), the clerks of the House, the administrative, Mr Speaker, you seek to do the best you can in your job

3 .~and, as a consequence, | respect you and the office you hold
Support sta_lf_f, and the construction workers who are up_gradlngl the conduct of your duties, even though from time to time
this magnificent Parliament. | urge them to work with all i

p”y . e may differ. | certainly appreciate what you do, just as |
speed on the House of Assembly Qpposmon offices an ppreciate the work of the member for Gordon, the Deputy
when they get around to upgrading the Governmen

bers off ol lectronic listening devi peaker and Chairman of Committees. As | said in an earlier
members oflices, 1o leave electroniC ISening GeVICeS.  ghaach on another matter, | have always been struck by the
| also thank thedansardstaff, the Library and research pepyty Speaker’s unfailing courtesy and his ability to read
staff, Parliamentary Counsel, the police officers who guarghe mood of the House and to allow some latitude, particular-
us from our constituents, and the journalists. Notwnhstandlng, for new members such as me. | must say that you, Sir, the
that, from time to time, our relationship with journalists can Deputy Speaker and the member for Florey, who alyso éloes
be stretched, they are a necessary part of the democ:raté\cvery good job as an Acting Speaker in the Chamber on a
process and, of course, all we can hope for from themy,mper of occasions, have a difficult job to perform.
sometimes in vain, is free, frank, fearless and accurate pajiament could not function without a strong Chairman,
reportmg.of the news. | Wou'd also like to extend my g eaker, Deputy Speaker and Acting Speaker. It would be
appreciation to members opposite, those to the left and thogggo|ytely impossible to conduct ourselves in a proper
surrounding me on the Opposition benches. The member f¢hspion and in a way that the citizens of this State rightfully

Giles correctly points out—and | knew | would forget oyhect and deserve. In conclusion, | would simply like to
someone—that the telephonists play an incredibly |mporta|$O

That the sitting of the House be extended beyond 6 p.m.
Motion carried.

- . o - xpress to the staff of the Parliament our gratitude and debt
role in the line of_commumcatlon between constituents angy, their work, and express to them our sincere wishes for a
members of Parliament. very happy Christmas and a safe New Year. May it bring
Mr Venning: And the car park attendants. peace not only to this State but also throughout the world. To
Mr CLARKE: | thank the car park attendants, as themy parliamentary colleagues, both in my own Party and to
member for Custance points out. As the Deputy Premier hase members opposite, | wish you and your families all the
pointed out, there are many vigorous exchanges in Parliamegéry best for Christmas and the New Year, and may it also
and 1, like him, believe that there should be vigorous debatge peaceful and safe for you and your families. | think we
in the Parliament because, hopefully, we are about makingften forget our own families in the conduct of this business.
life better for our fellow citizens. Mind you, under this They bear the burden of our office in terms of the absence
Government, it has been a little bit iffy, but we hope for from home of so many members of Parliament for long
better things. The Opposition will be working strenuouslyperiods. Christmas is a good time to reacquaint ourselves

during 1995 and beyond to assist our fellow citizens, as willyith our families and remember the true values in being a
all members of the House, although obviously we sharguman being.

different viewpoints from time to time. | have not forgotten
you, Mr Speaker, and | shall return to you shortly. The SPEAKER: | would like to thank the Deputy

I would like to extend my thanks to all those who work in Premier and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition for the kind
Parliament House and, if | have not mentioned someone,remarks they made in relation to the excellent service that this
hope they will forgive me because it was not a deliberatdHouse receives from all the people who support the Parlia-
oversight. Nonetheless, if | have missed someone, | will danent. They carry out their duties in a manner which no-one
my penance and seek to have their names insertddrisard  could question, even though some of them do not get a lot of
at a later date. All of us here could not function without thesleep from time to time. | would like to thank members for
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their cooperation and assistance. During my first session agly applies to the extent that the grant is inconsistent with the
Speaker, it has been enjoyable and sometimes challengingpntinued existence of native title in the land.

; ; " And that the House of Assembly agrees thereto.
and | do appreciate the remarks of the Deputy Premier and As 1o Amendment No. 12-

also the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, and | know on @ - That the Legislative Council do not further insist on its amend-
couple of occasions | have given him considerable publicityment but makes the following amendment in lieu thereof:

I recognise that the Parliament is a forum where members  Clause 18, page 10, line 7—Leave out ‘reasonably ascer-
should strongly make their point of view, and it is my job to tainable’ and insert ‘known to or ascertainable by reasonable

ensure that every member has that opportunity. | would like Xﬁg'{%’a the House of Assembly agrees thereto.

to thank my deputy for his support and assistance and those asto Amendment No. 14:
other members who have assisted me. | hope that all members That the Legislative Council do not further insist on its amend-
have a very enjoyab|e break and a happy Christmas and thgﬂﬁnt but makes the foIIowmg amendment in lieu thereof:

i s Clause 20, page 11, line 13—Leave out ‘reasonably ascer-
come back invigorated for the February sitting of the House. tainable’ and insert ‘known to or ascertainable by reasonable

- inquiry’.
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Health): | And that the House of Assembly agrees thereto.
do not wish to delay the House, so | shall be extremely brief. As to Amendment No. 10:
Christmas is a time when people reassess their values and That the Legislative Council do not further insist on its amend-

relationships towards each other. Itis a time that | personall{'®"t bgfarng‘gelslth:a‘gg%Wil?r?ezrgetgdgrfgg\'/geé‘utthfdggg ction (3a)

enjoy, so | wish to extend to all members a very peacefultime 4nqinseri—

in the next month and indeed for next year. | also wish to add ~ (3a) The acquisition of land under this section does not,
my personal sentiments to those expressed by the Deputy  initself, extinguish native title in the land but— _
Premier and Deputy Leader of the Opposition to everyone @ Cl)fftggqﬁ).llijsrﬁi%iea%gilﬁa?%%?[;solggri]SI?nS(;[gl"[]eS?SItgrg?svﬂﬁttlﬁg
who has made this term in Parliament thus far go so smooth- continued existence of native title in the land, native
ly. title is extinguished when the Authority begins to put
| always like the analogy of a duck, which is very calm on that purpose into effect;and
top and paddles like hell underneath. My view is that (b) X‘ Oﬁh?r cases, nat|\_/eht|tle tl)s ‘?Xt'g%“'sg‘ed when the
Pgrl_iam_ent is like the duck, W_hile the Public _Service and the Ofutthg Tglr/]g)i(ﬁ g:'vsvgi, ;ﬁattissc;ntc?)lplgiste%]tt V?i&]cﬂ]lgség?]?
ministerial and electorate officers are paddling hard under- tinued existence of native titfe.
neath. | sometimes think that in the theatre of Parliament, See sections 23(3) and 238 of the Native Title Act
which we all enjoy, the workers behind the scenes in our (3b) I ;gr?gti(c(fewcfpgcquisition states the purpose of the
electorate offices ar_1d in the departments _get missed out. acquisition and that the stated purpose is inconsistent with the
Therefore, | should like to convey to all public servants and continued existence of native title in the land, it will be
people in our electorate and ministerial offices my very best presumed, in the absence of proof to the contrary that the
wishes for a peaceful and relaxing time over Christmas and purpose of acquisition is as stated in the notice and that the
for 1995. implementation of that purpose is inconsistent with the con-
tinued existence of native title in the land.
And that the House of Assembly agrees thereto.
NATIVE TITLE (SOUTH AUSTRALIA) BILL AND As to Amendment No. 11:
LAND ACQUISITION (NATIVE TITLE) That the Legislative Council do not further insist on its amend-
AMENDMENT BILL ment but makes the following amendment in lieu thereof:

Clause 14, page 7, lines 6 to 9—Leave out proposed section
18 and insert:

The Legislative Council intimated that it had agreed to the Application of Division

recommendations of the conference. 18. This Division applies if an Authority proposes to
At 6.7 p.m. the following recommendations of the acquire native title land for the purpose of conferring
conference were reported to the House: proprietary rights or interests on a person other than the
Crown or an instrumentality of the Crown.
As to Amendment No. 8: And that the House of Assembly agrees thereto.
That the Legislative Council do not further insist on its amend- . _ . .
ment but makes the following amendment in lieu thereof: Consideration in Committee of the recommendations of
Clause 4, page 4, lines 31 to 33, page 5, lines 1 to 3—Leavée conference.
out subclause (5) and insert: The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move:

5) To avoid doubt, native title in land was extinguished :
by fgm)act occurring before 31 October 1975 that Wgs incon- That the recommendations of the conference be agreed to.
sistent with the continued existence, enjoyment or exercisd he conference spent some time on two particular matters.
of native title in the land. There are three other amendments which did not occupy the

Explanatory note— conference for very long and agreement was reached on those

This subsection is intended to be consistent with principle P iala.
governing the extinguishment of native title as stated in Mabo atters. It was really a matter of the wording in the legisla

Queensland (No 2) (1992) 175 C.L.R. 1. Examples of this principldion. However, the other two matters were issues of major

of major public importance are— contention. The first related to the extinguishment of native
(a) the valid grant, before 31 October 1975, of a freehold interestitle as a consequence of the issue of a pastoral lease, and the
in land; second related to compulsory acquisition and the extent to

(b) the valid grant, before 31 October 1975, of a lease (including, - . : ;
a pastoral lease but not a mining lease): Yhich native title was extinguished through that process and

(c) the valid grant, assumption or exercise by the Crown, befordvhether it would be revived should the land be resumed.

31 October 1975, of a right to exclusive possession of land.  The conference spent a considerable time debating these
However, if the grant of a freehold interest, a lease or a right ofissues. Whilst at one stage it did not look as though agree-
Sé‘é'}féivfh%?33325%”?5&3?%%? o dfct’(f) g‘;pﬁ/e{g)e{geoég%?ﬂ%ilg%ent would be reached, | believe we have reached a point
itisa c’ategory A past act within the meaning of section 229, or i@here_ th_e pec_)ple of .SOUth Australla_and the Parllament can
Category B past act within the meaning of section 230’ of th e SatISerd W|th the f|nal I‘eSU|t The f|nal result, as CIrCU|ated
Commonwealth Act and, if it is a category B past act, this subsectioin the amendments, relates particularly to clause 4(5). Rather
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than make the bland statement, as the originating Bill did, thaabout which, frankly, this Parliament will not be able to do
land title was extinguished on the issue of a pastoral lease, much because, if it is litigated by the High Court of Australia,
order to avoid doubt we have explained that native title ist will determine the law on this matter. We wanted to ensure
extinguished, which is consistent with the treatment that hathat no South Australian citizen or anyone wanting to mine
been afforded in Queensland. However, it is pointed out thain a pastoral lease would be under any false impression that
this is intended to be consistent with the Mabo decision. Thahere was absolute validity with respect to their tenement
means that it does not negate the issue of contestability iantil such time as the High Court rules on any challenge in
respect of whether a pastoral lease extinguishes title. It is this area.
very complicated issue. But that will have to wait for another day. Our final view
Anyone who has read the High Court determination wouldbn that matter did not prevail, because the Labor Party
realise that it leaves some doubt in the mind of people as tovanted to ensure that this legislation was in place by the end
what the High Court intended in some of these areas. Wef this year so that South Australians would conform with the
have relied on statements through the High Court decisiomrinciples as laid down by the Prime Minister in this area and
the Prime Minister and, indeed, actions in other jurisdictiongo ensure that Commonwealth funds would be forthcoming
to clarify our thoughts on this matter. We believe that thewith respect to compensation payments and also with respect
clarification that we have reached is to the credit of all theto their share of the cost of running a tribunal and dealing
parties concerned. | believe that matter has been satisfied. Wigth native title and subsequent other legislation which will
have made the statement to remove doubt, and we have exercised over the coming years, no doubt.
explained what we depended upon to make such a declara- So it was in the South Australian community’s interests
tion. If those circumstances should change, they do not negatieat this Bill be enacted in time so that all South Australians
the intent to provide clarity in our understanding of nativegain from its passage. | can say with absolute confidence that
title. these pieces of legislation are far better today than they were
The second issue was somewhat simpler than that mattevhen they left this House some few weeks ago. That is a
and that was in the land acquisition legislation. That relatedredit to the parliamentary processes by which the views of
to the process of compulsory acquisition and whether th@ust one side, namely, the Government, were not able to
moment that a compulsory acquisition order was madg@revail in totality and the views of the broader community,
against particular land under native title that would extinguisteffected through another place, could be taken on board and
native title to that land or whether it should be resumed, ogiven effect to. The legislation that is now being carried in its
whether a right of native title should exist until such time astotality is far better than it was when it was originally
the purpose for the compulsory acquisition was exercised. lmtroduced in this House.
other words, on occasions Governments have compulsorily This is a significant moment in our history, as | said in my
acquired land but have not taken decisions and built roads @econd reading contribution on the Native Title Bill, and |
put in infrastructure, or whatever it may be, for some time.referred briefly to the significance of the pieces of legislation
That was a matter of concern, as was the issue that if thee are enacting today. We will still have to deal with the
reason for the compulsory acquisition lapsed, because it wadining (Native Title) Amendment Bill in the February
no longer wanted for that purpose or the reason itself hadession of this Parliament. There are strongly held views on
become redundant due to the lapse of time, the issue thenlisth sides with respect to that matter and no doubt there will
whether there was a resumption of rights for native title be many meetings and much debate between the respective
Again, we have clarified that in the amendments. We starteparties both here and in another place, and hopefully accept-
some distance apart on these issues, but | believe that we n@ble accommodation will be reached that will be suitable for
have a workable proposal that will be endorsed by otheall concerned.
jurisdictions when they have the opportunity to review what In closing, | want to thank a number people for the work
the South Australian Parliament has done. | thank althey have done on behalf of the Opposition at our request. |
members of the conference for their patience and diligencthank the staff of the Opposition, and in particular Kris
in the task that had to be done. Hanna, the legal officer attached to the Leader of the
Mr CLARKE: The Opposition is prepared to accept theOpposition in the Legislative Council, who has done a
results of the conference and support the amendments asagnificent job in advising our Leader in another place and
tabled before the Committee. The Deputy Premier hase on all these issues and liaising with respective community
basically outlined the position with respect to each of thegroups. | would like to pay particular tribute to the work of
amendments, so | will not take the time of the House to gdhe Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement and its negotiations
through them or repeat the words of the Deputy Premier. with us and the Government, in particular the work of Mr
would simply say that, with respect to clause 4(5), on whictRichard Bradshaw and Mr Tim Woolley of the Aboriginal
we spent a lot of time yesterday, | acknowledge that thé.egal Rights Movement, who spent many hours, often in
Government has come some way towards recognising thteeir private time, advising the Opposition on a whole range
Opposition’s concerns about that clause. We would havef issues affecting Aboriginal people.
preferred that provision not to be there, for all the reasons | As this is the last day of the session, | do not want to be
outlined in the House yesterday, and it certainly was not onannecessarily provocative in this feeling of goodwill, but |
of the reasons that the Deputy Premier said was the basis bélieve that, if the member for Eyre reflected on his com-
the Opposition’s stance on that matter yesterday, namely, thatents yesterday with respect to the work of Mr Bradshaw
we wanted to throw it all open with respect to freehold landand the Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement, he would
with every pastoral lease being subject to native title claimgrobably regret a number of those words because, quite
and the like. That was not our intention; it never was. simply, the work that those gentlemen have done on behalf
Our intention was simply to recognise that, at the end obf their constituents—the people they are engaged to assist—
the day, notwithstanding the passage of this provision into ahas been excellent. Many of the improvements in the
Act of Parliament, it is still a live issue and it is a matter legislation with respect to these matters are singularly
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attributable to their efforts, and they should be recognised for | commend to this Committee the work and the respect |

it. have for that organisation, in particular for Mr Bradshaw and
I do not know whether any of them are actually memberdMr Tim Woolley. | commend the amendments to the

of the Labor Party, let alone card carrying members, but theCommittee. Whilst they are not 100 per cent what the

carried out their job in a fully professional manner, and | amOpposition would have liked, it is a fair bargain at the end of

sure that the member for Eyre, on reflection on his commentde day.

which, if said outside this House would have been actionable, . .

would recognise that work. He may disagree with the Richard Motion carried.

Bradshaws of this world and their points of view, but no-one

should impugn their motives, integrity and desire to work on ADJOURNMENT

behalf of Aboriginal people and to secure the best results for

them, the most significantly disadvantaged group of citizens At 6.25 p.m. the House adjourned until Tuesday 7

in this State and this country. February at 2 p.m.



1404 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Question on Notice

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY TRAFFIC OFFENCES

131. MrATKINSON: Why were offences under section 137
and regulation 720 of the Road Traffic Act deleted from the
summary offences traffic infringement notices regulation schedule
of expiable offences and will the Minister restore them to the
schedule?

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The schedule to the Summary Offences
(Traffic Infringement Notice) Regulations 1994 was remade on 20
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE December 1990 and the offences under section 137 and regulation

7.20 were removed at that time. The new schedule came into
operation on 1 January 1991. The amendments were approved by the
then Minister for Transport. | have no knowledge of the reasons for
the removal of the provisions queried.

Tuesday 29 November 1994

KANGAROO ISLAND DOCTOR
TRANSPORT FARES

51. MrATKINSON: Will the Health Commission subsidise 139. Mr ATKINSON: What was the cost to consolidated

visits to Kangaroo Island by a woman doctor to supplement the afievenue of TransAdelaide’s moratorium on fares on Tuesday, 14
male island doctors? June owing to the Crouzet system still being on public holiday

settings after the Queens Birthday holiday?

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The Health Commission will not The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: It is not possible to ascertain the loss
directly subsidise visits by a female general practitioner to Kangarom revenue exactly on Tuesday 14 June because the Crouzet system
Island. provides the information on customers carried as well as revenue col-

. . . . lected. However, from comparisons between similar travel days it
themae':)sristueo?frﬂgmgaiggeezs to female GPsis anissue that affe(igesti'mated that the revenue loss was in the order of $8 000. =
jority P . It is interesting to note the resultant across-the-board media

Funding is provided to, and administered by, Kangaroo Islandxposure on radio and in print informing people of the possibility of
General Hospital Inc. for the travel expenses of medical practitionerdtee rides boosted revenue, as evidenced by a significant jump in on
including GPs under the fee for service agreement. board sales on Wednesday 15 June 1994.

Recurrent funding to Kangaroo Island under the National
Women's Health program is used for health information, health STATE ECONOMY
promotion, group programs and community development services 1409, Mr ATKINSON: Has the ratio of State Government debt
\a/\\(/j(?rzeesr??gHae r’j{]}?echliF():?/On‘lt')rqir'lseEg}petst?gﬁsilsdednéltg?%Ii?\é?je bN;‘t't?]gib gross State product changed since 11 December 1993 and if so,
cy. This the Ko7
Kangaroo Island Hospital advised by the women’s health advisory ~ The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Debi statistics for December 1993 were
group representing the local community. not compiled. The ratio of State Government debt to gross State
The South Australian Cervix Screening program, whilst reluctanProduct at 30 June 1993 was 27.4 per cent and at 30 June 1994 was
to establish a precedent, would give due consideration to ag/-1 Per cent taken from table 3.4 on page 3.6 of the 1994-95
appropriate proposal from Kangaroo Island to assist with auqmenting'”anc'aI Statement. This fall is due to the on-going borrowing

the cervix screening services to isolated women in the Kangarotgguirement for 1993-94 being offset by the proceeds from the sale
Island community. of the SAGASCO shares and the rise in the gross State product.



