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Adelaide Festival Centre Trust—Report, 1993-94.
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Erratum to ETSA Report, 1993-94.
By the Minister for Housing, Urban Development and
Local Government Relations (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)—

Local Government Superannuation Board—Report,

Tuesday 14 February 1995

; 1993-94.
The iPE'A&KER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at 2 Local Government Association—Report, 1993-94.
p.m. and read prayers. District Council By-laws—
Barmera—By-law No.37—Dogs.
SUPPLY BILL Corporation By-laws—
Mount Gambier—
Her Excellency the Governor, by message, recommended By-law No.2—Repeal of By-laws.

By-law No. 5—Council Land.
Unley—By-law—No. 2—Traffic.
Hindmarsh and Woodville—

By-law No. 1—Permits and Penalties.

to the House the appropriation of such amounts of money as
might be required for the purposes mentioned in the Bill.

DOGS AND CATS By-law No. 2—Moveable Signs.
By-law No. 3—Council Land.

A petition signed by 16 residents of South Australia By-law No. 4—Caravans and Camping.

requesting that the House urge the Government to consider By-law No. 5—Inflammable Undergrowth.
S By-law No. 6—Animals and Birds.

methods other than killing in the control of dogs and cats was By-law No. 7—Dogs.
presented by the Hon. H. Allison. By-law No. 8—Bees.

Petition received. By the Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing (Hon.

J.K.G. Oswald)—
EDUCATION AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES Office for Recreation, Sport and Racing—Repor,
1993-94.

A petition signed by 726 residents of South Australia By the Minister for Employment, Training and Further
requesting that the House urge the Government not to cut tieducation (Hon. R.B. Such)—
education and children’s services budget was presented by the  Fjinders University of South Australia—Report, 1993.

Hon. M.D. Rann. Flinders University of South Australia—Amendment to
Petition received. Statutes.
HOUSING TRUST RENTS ASSET SALES

A petition signed by 81 residents of South Australia The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Premier): | seek leave to
requesting that the House urge the Government not teake a ministerial statement.
increase Housing Trust rentals to market levels, to hold any Leave granted.
increase in rentals for pensioners and welfare recipients to the The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | wish to inform the House

CPI and to retain the Housing Trust as a provider of publicbout specific progress being made with the Government's

housing was presented by the Hon. M.D. Rann. asset sales program. In doing so | emphasise to members at
Petition received. the outset that this is much more than a debt reduction
program. It is, of course, important for the Government to
QUESTIONS reduce the unsustainable debt it inherited. This will cut the

' _ annual interest bill, reduce ongoing financial risk to taxpayers
The SPEAKER: | direct that the written answers to the and free up more financial resources for education, health and

following questions on the Notice Paper, as detailed in thether core community services that the Government must
schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed iprovide. | would much rather be using the taxpayers’ taxes
Hansard:Nos 136 and 152. paid by South Australians to improve education and health

Ingerson)—

services than to meet the interest bills of international

The followi laid on the table- In the overall financial context | can report to the House

B ?hol\jl)w'mtg pfap(;/rlsl\tl_verﬁ aII 0'& Eti a Aeﬁ irs (4 that the Government’s four year budget strategy is firmly on

D y Be inisterfor vufticuftural an nic Affairs (Hon.  yack. The plan to eliminate the underlying budget deficit by

ean Brown)— 1997-98 will be achieved, despite the determination of the

South Australian Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs . Federal Government to make our task much harder by

ggg?gf%%” and the Office of Multicultural and Ethnic  \cing yp the interest rates. Nor will this additional pressure
port, 1993-94. . . !

on our budget result in a fire sale of assets. We will not be

By the Deputy Premier (Hon. S.J. Baker)— forced into any sale. Our program is driven by the Govern-
Re?_%g;?é?gg}gg;g?ggfggﬁg;%Slnrgs g%az'ngithe ment’s determination to achieve the benefits of investment,
Land Agents, Brokers and Valuers Act 1973 growth and jobs, as well as a much lower public debt. For too

Regulations—Fees. long our State economy has been burdened by non-core assets

owned by the Government which have become massive
financial liabilities or which have failed to provide an
adequate return on the taxpayers’ capital invested in them.
The Government is determined that these assets must become
By the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small part of our economic recovery rather than an obstacle to
Business and Regional Development (Hon. J.W. Olsen)—recovery.

By the Minister for Industrial Affairs (Hon G.A.

WorkCover Corporation Act—Regulations—Various.
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Our assets sales program is therefore not about philosopt\delaide. The Australian Stock Exchange will allow a
or ideology. It is about economic recovery and economicompany to be takeover proof for only two years under its
growth. It is about maximising economic opportunities forlisting rules. A trade sale at this time could in many ways
South Australians. It is about encouraging economic competprovide more control over the outcome and achieve substan-
tion and the better use of resources. It is about reducing thélly higher proceeds. In selling SGIC, the Government has
risks to taxpayers of failed Government businesses and risirdecided to retain ownership of the CTP fund. The fund will
interest rates. It is about taking non-core assets from behirlae managed on behalf of the Government by the privatised
the shield of Government and putting them into the widerSGIC until at least 30 June 1998.
economy, where competition drives down prices and Inthe sale of PASA, Forwood Products and SGIC, and in
improves standards of service to the benefit of all consumersther major sales now being prepared, the Asset Management
Itis about ensuring that the Government is able to concentraftask Force has adopted a very methodical and orderly
on its core role of improving the standard of services uporapproach to its work. The approach of the task force has been
which the whole community relies. commended by the market and by many of the parties

The Government has set a target of achieving abouihterested in the asset sales. | also commend the Treasurer
$500 million of asset sales in 1995. These sales will represeaind his officials for their vital input to that asset sales
about half the assets which the Government has earmark@dogram. The brief of the task force is to maximise the
for sale over the four year term, excluding BankSA. Undefeconomic benefits of each sale for South Australia and to
Cabinet’s direction this program has been managed by theroduce competition and induce new economic growth, in
Asset Management Task Force appointed March 1994ddition to maximising the return to taxpayers. Bidders for
answering directly to the Treasurer. Already sales of over $4@ll major assets are being required to detail the way in which
million have been achieved, including the sale of thethey may propose to add value to the State’s economy. The
Government’s shareholding in AMDEL Ltd and the sale oftask force is working closely with the Economic Develop-
Enterprise Investments. ment Authority to ensure that economic advantages to South

A substantial amount of work has been undertaken to geAustralia are maximised. This approach, which the Govern-
a number of other major assets ready for sale. This has natent is also adopting in its contracting out program, is setting
been an easy task. A great deal of restructuring and repaiew national benchmarks for securing economic growth and
work has been necessary because the former Governmeab creation as a result of improved asset management by the
simply had no adequate asset management program. In tB®vernment.
course of this work, processes have been developed which are The Parliament will soon debate legislation to facilitate
completely transparent in their integrity to ensure that salespecific major asset sales. Accordingly, | make clear to the
are conducted on a fully accountable, open and fair basis.House the Government’s view that it has a very strong

The foundations developed in recent months will allow themandate for this asset sales program. Our proposals were put
Government to finalise the following major asset sales duringo the people before the last election in very clear terms. The
1995: the Pipelines Authority of South Australia, Forwoodpeople of South Australia elected us to reduce the crippling
Products and the State Government Insurance Commissiotiebt left to them by the former Labor Government. We are
Other sales planned in the near future include the Ottowawell on track to achieve the targets that we have set for our
workshops of the EWS Department, tstand Seawaythe  first term. In doing so, as | have indicated in this statement,
Noarlunga Shopping Centre and State Clothing. In additionye intend to ensure that South Australia obtains the maxi-
the Asset Management Task Force has instituted action t@um benefits from this vital program of lower debt, lower
identify surplus land-related assets and is reviewing measurésterest payments, lower taxes and more jobs.
to coordinate the release of these assets on to the market over
an agreed period. HOUSING TRUST WATER RATES

As the Treasurer indicated to the House last week, the
Government is also proceeding with a carefully managed The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Housing,
process to maximise the return to South Australia from thé&Jrban Development and Local Government Relations):
ultimate sale of the Bank of South Australia. Of the majorl Seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
asset sales planned for 1995, the sale of the Pipelines Leave granted.

Authority is well under way. The Government will be  The Hon.J.K.G. OSWALD: The State Government has

introducing enabling legislation in the next few weeks. Thereached a responsible position today on the provision of water
PASA sale has attracted considerable national and intete Housing Trust tenants. This follows recent changes to the
national attention. The sale of Forwood Products has alsBWS water charges for all consumers. The supply of water
progressed significantly in recent months. is not the core business of the Housing Trust and, as a

The third major sale to be finalised during 1995 will be landlord, its properties are liable to be charged for water by
SGIC. The latest advice to Cabinet indicates that in théhe EWS the same as any other property owner in the private
present climate a trade sale is likely to be the best way afector. The trust has the option of absorbing the water
maximising price and other benefits to the State and minimissonsumption charges which its tenants incur and which will
ing the financial risks to the Government. The sale is to beost the trust approximately $5.84 million in 1995-96, or the
structured in such a way as to encourage the retention oftelist can pass on a percentage of the cost of water to tenants.
head office and employment in South Australia. Potential los§he Government has chosen to take the latter course.
of head office and the impact on employment have been Currently within the Housing Trust all tenants receive a
important considerations by the Cabinet. Of course, a trad&€36 kilolitre allowance and, in addition, approximately
sale later this year would not rule out the possibility of a32 000 rent rebate tenants receive a further 64 kilolitres for
public float of the entity at some time in the future. Equally,which the trust meets the annual cost of $1.8 million. When
it should be noted that a public float at this or any other timeeompared with low income people renting in the private
could not guarantee that the head office would be kept isector and who do not enjoy such generous arrangements
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with landlords it is difficult to justify on equity grounds the

continuation of this subsidy to only one sector of the QUESTION TIME
community. Existing legal and contractual arrangements with

Housing Trust tenants permit the trust to recover moneys WORKCOVER

from tenants only for ‘excess water'. .
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):

. What discussions has the Minister for Industrial Affairs had
Now that excess water charges have been eliminated undgfin, individual insurance companies concerning the tendering
the new EWS charging system, the trust cannot charge fQf \workCover claims administration, and in any of these

any water usage, let alone what currently is termed ‘excessyiscyssions were donations to the Liberal Party mentioned?
This would mean that public housing tenants would have fregangers have now closed for WorkCover's multimillion

water, which would be contrary to the principles of watergo|jar claims management contracts which are being
conservation. To correct this situation it will be necessary tQ, i atised for the first time. The annual return of donations
amend the Housing Trust Act. As the trustis notina positio%o the Liberal Party for 1993-94 shows that, just prior to the
to carry the $5.84 million cost of water, it is intended 10 g|gction, eight major insurance companies made substantial
introduce amendments into Parliament without delay tQyonations to the Liberal Party totalling $77 500. The Opposi-

recover water charges from 1 July 1995. This means all wat§f,n has been informed that insurance companies that made
consumed from 1 January 1995 will be under the new Systemjonations to the Liberal Party are amongst the tenderers.

as with the rest of the community under the EWS policy. The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | thank the Leader of the

Opposition for his question. All members of the Liberal Party

Alltenants in separately metered properties will in futurehave no understanding and are not aware of any of the
receive the same consideration in respect of their watafonations that take place from any of the companies.
consumption. The trust will pay the access charge of $113 Members interjecting:
relating to their property and the first 136 kilolitres consumed  The SPEAKER: Order!
by the tenant. Above this level tenants, whether they are full
rent payers or those on rebates, will be required to pay for the
water they use. This action in fact removes a major inequit
from the previous arrangement where rebated tenants'™™ . .
received a higher allowance, the cost of which ($1.8 million)2dVising the Chair, 1 will proceed further. The honourable
was met by the trust. All tenants in separately metere Inister.

properties will now be treated equally and will have the same  The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Itis very interesting when
incentive to conserve water as their neighbours. you talk about donations made to political Parties and you

look at the advertisements in the paper in the past few days
in relation to WorkCover and where all this money is coming

Itis important to note that full rent payers will notice no from the trade union movement in terms of supporting the
change from the current arrangement if their water consump-apor party.

tion does not increase; that is, they currently pay for water
consumption above 136 kilolitres, and this will remain the

case. Rebated rent payers will pay slightly more as they will
in future be required to pay for their consumption above 13
kilolitres whereas currently they pay only for consumption

Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Deputy Leader of the
pposition for the first time. If the honourable member starts

Mr Clarke interjecting:

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | think you got your
esserts in terms of thdvertiser and anybody silly enough
o take them on deserves all they get. In relation to seeing

in excess of 200 kilolitres. If a rebated tenant uses the full 208 rivate insurance companies, as the Leader of the Opposition

kilolitres a year, they will pay an extra $56.32 or about $1 perW ould know, any Minister receives delegatlon§ from all
week, provided they used they whole of the 200 kilolitres. If3rOUPS Of people, and | have seen representatives from, |
they use less than 200 kilolitres, they will pay less than $1 pejl'ink: about four different companies, the names of which |
week. am very happy to give to.the Leader.of theT Opposition in a
private sense. However, it is not my intention to put any of
my personal meetings with companies on the public record.

Within trust rental stock there are about 21 000 walk-up | 5150 point out that | have had formal meetings with the
flats, cottage flats for aged pensioners and other units whiqRsyrance Council, as have the Deputy Leader and the Leader
are not separately metered. In 1993-94 the average Consumg-the Democrats. Every single member of Parliament who
tion across all these dwellings was 116 kilolitres, which isig interested in the WorkCover system has had delegations
well below the 136 kilolitre allowance provided to separatelyn ot only from individual insurance companies but also from
metered properties. These units have no private gardens Qyiions. companies and individual employees. Anyone who
the estates have large common areas that are maintained f@finterested in the WorkCover system has been to talk not
the benefit of all occupants by the trust. Given these fact%my to me, as Minister, but also to the Deputy Leader, and
there is no justification for spending millions of dollars | khow that because they tell me time and again that they
installing separate water meters to these units and flats, apgye gone to see him and that they have never found anyone
consequently these tenants will not be charged for watgfhg is as glazed and blocked over, having no comprehension
consumption. of the scheme, as the Deputy Leader. They tell me this every

single time that | go to see them.

In summary, the change in policy for water usage by Itis quite fascinating to see the Leader of the Opposition
Housing Trust tenants provides for greater equity betweestand up in this place and make comments when, publicly,
individual trust tenants as well as between the public an@veryone knows that he and all the other members opposite
private sectors as a whole. | commend the policy to thdow to the trade union movement and do—not only in a
House. financial sense but in every other sense—just what it says.
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Mr BASS (Florey): Can the Premier advise the House employers in this State will therefore be paying an extra $132
whether the former Government promised to deliver anmillion.
nationally competitive WorkCover scheme for South Mrs Kotz interjecting:

Australia and, if so, what has been the cost in monetary and The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The question has been asked,
job terms of the failure to honour this commitment? ‘How many jobs in South Australia is that?’ The answer is

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Since March 1991, the then simple: based on the average salary paid in South Australia
Labor Government had been promising South Australianthat means we could employ another 4 100 people in this
that it would produce a nationally competitive WorkCover State. Approximately half this crowd tomorrow (if they get
system. Yet, when the Liberal Government has given it thatheir projected numbers) could find another job in South
opportunity, the Labor Party has backed away fromit. Let uf\ustralia if we had a nationally competitive WorkCover
look at some of the statements that were made: back in Maragystem. The real price for the Labor Party’s blocking moves
1991, then Premier Bannon said that by 1993-94 he woullly the Liberal Government to reform WorkCover is the fact
produce a nationally competitive WorkCover system. Hethat we have 4 100 more unemployed people in this State
said: than we should have.

WorkCover has been of considerable concern to industry. | For thefirsttime in something like four years this Liberal
recognise the need to shift levies to a level where they are nationalfsovernment has unemployment in South Australia below 10
competitive. We will strive to achieve this by 1993-94. per cent. It is a real credit to the Government that we have

An honourable member interjecting: done so. | would like to see it substantially lower than 10

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: We did! We all know that Per cent, and the biggest single factor holding that up at
the Leader of the Opposition lives in Fantasy Land and tharesentis the uncompetitive WorkCover system that we have
interjection across the House highlights the extent to whichn South Australia. I again challenge the Deputy Leader of the
he does. He claimed that the Labor Party did producépPpositionto go outand tell the people tomorrow that, if we

nationally competitive WorkCover premiums. had an internationally competitive WorkCover system, we
Members interjecting: could create a further 4 100 jobs in South Australia. |
The SPEAKER: Order! guarantee that the Leader does not have the gumption to tell

The Hon. DEAN BROWN:: It was even more interesting them that tomorrow.

to see that just prior to the last election the Labor Party Members interjfectingzl o
brought down its policy ‘South Australia’s New Direction’, The SPEAKER: Order! If members want Question Time

which referred to industrial relations policy and which O continue I suggest that they comply with Standing Orders,
included its policy on WorkCover. What did it say? Just®" members who continue to interject will be taken off the

before the last election, just over 12 months ago, the LabdiSt: The honourable Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

Party said: ) Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
... further reduce [WorkCover premiums] average employer levyrnank you, Mr Speaker.

rate to 1.8 per cent. ) Mr Lewis: Take him off.
Let us look at the facts to see whether South Australia has The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ridley is out of
achieved this nationally competitive WorkCover premium. grder.

Members interjecting: Mr CLARKE: Throw him out, Sir.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Tourism is out The SPEAKER: | suggest to the Deputy Leader that he
of order. | would suggest that the Deputy Leader of thenot make that suggestion.
Opposition heed the warnings he has received. Mr CLARKE: Will the Minister for Industrial Affairs

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | challenge the Deputy table details of the 100 worst performing employers in South
Leader of the Opposition to go to the rally tomorrow and tell Australia with respect to the incidence of workplace injuries
the workers what the Labor Party promised prior to the lasfollowing his claims that high WorkCover costs are a result
election—that it would reduce rates to 1.8 per cent. | bet thadf rorts by employees, doctors and lawyers? This information
the Leader of the Opposition does not have the fortitude tgs readily available at WorkCover and includes the liability

go out and do that. Let us look at the facts— of each of the 100 worst performing employers with respect
Members interjecting: to the number of claims, the incidence of workplace injuries,
The SPEAKER: Order! lost wages and the cost of medical and legal expenses and the

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The current premium rate in total levies paid by each company in comparisons to these
Victoria is 2.25 per cent dropping to 1.8 per cent; New Souttcosts?
Wales is already at 1.8 per cent; Queensland, under a Labor The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: This question again shows
Government, is at 1.6 per cent, while South Australia is atlearly that South Terrace is running North Terrace, because
2.86 per cent and is expected to increase in the new financiahly yesterday morning | had a group of senior union
year to 3.3 per cent because of the huge unfunded liabilittnembers in my office asking, ‘What will you do about the
building up by $7 million a month. That is the problem that 100 worst performing employers?’ They must have written
we have here in South Australia. Let us look at the cost ofhe question for the Deputy Leader, because | was asked that
this uncompetitive WorkCover system that we have in Soutlguestion only yesterday morning. As | said yesterday
Australia at present. Since 1991, when Labor promised enorning, what they should also ask me to do is name the 100
nationally competitive scheme, South Australian employersvorst claimants among employees as well. | cannot do that,
have paid $335 million more than they would have paid if ourand the member opposite knows that because there are
scheme was nationally competitive. We are currently payingonfidentiality clauses which the former Government
$90 million a year more because our scheme is not nationallgnacted.
competitive. On top of that, because of this unfunded liability Members interjecting:
building up, that will increase by a further $42 million, sothat The SPEAKER: Order!
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The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | will get to them in a Mr Becker: Pharmacists?
minute, if you like. The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Pharmacists included.

The SPEAKER: The Chair has been most tolerant. TheHowever, in the final analysis 68 per cent of all WorkCover
Chair’s patience has now come to an end. Members do nabsts goes to the employees. If we do not do something about
want to provoke the Chair or else | will take stern action. Ithat side of it and just try to cut back the 32 per cent then, as
suggest that members ask a question and allow the Ministéne member for Giles would know, we will not be doing our
to answer it, that is, if they want to hear the answer. Otherproper job as regards managing this scheme. Every part of the
wise they might not be here. The honourable Minister. ~ scheme has to be examined and, as part of the whole pro-

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Thank you, Mr Speaker. gram, we are putting in an extra $2 million this year. We are
As | said earlier, it staggers me that such discussions shouttie first Government ever to put money into occupational
occur the day before questions are asked in this House. | willealth and safety, and we are targeting the very group of
have a bet with anyone in this place that tomorrow Opposipeople in question. We are out there now looking at all the
tion speakers will not say that 95 per cent of claimants ircompanies not performing. We are not naming them in this
tomorrow’s audience will experience no change in theiplace, as has been done by members opposite—
benefits under our scheme. | bet that is not said tomorrowv— Members interjecting:
that 19 out of every 20 people on WorkCover in this State The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Not one single worker has
since the beginning of the scheme (not just now) have beemeen named by me. We are out there working with a difficult
off WorkCover in six months. situation and making sure that we get the job done.

In fact, 19 out of 20 people in tomorrow’s crowd willnot ~ Members interjecting:
experience any change to their benefits under our scheme. The SPEAKER: Order! The warning has been given.
Further, | bet that Opposition members do not say tomorrovDbviously members want to have an early afternoon. The
that the single biggest request to Government from employeésnourable Minister.
is to provide better access to lump sums and that the Govern- The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Finally, as part of the
ment’s Bill will do that. analysis of what is going wrong in the workplace, we have

I bet that those two most fundamental issues in thevorked with the Minister for Primary Industries and are
argument will not be put forward tomorrow. The reason theycurrently working with the tuna industry to try to sort out why
will not be put forward is that the trade union movement isso many young divers are getting the bends. It is much better
telling members opposite how to run the campaign. Thehat we go out to the industries that have the problem and
Labor stooges in this House ought to admit that they are tradgork with them. It is unacceptable that so many young divers
union, and not ALP, representatives in this place. in the tuna industry, which is expanding, should be experienc-

ing this problem. The problem is not solved by grandstanding

Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): Can the Minister for here: it involves going out to the industry in question and
Industrial Affairs inform the House of StepS taken byreso|ving the issues there.

WorkCover to ensure that employers make full payment of

their levy obligations to the WorkCover scheme and protect HOUSING TRUST WATER RATES
the occupational health, safety and welfare of their employ-
ees? Ms HURLEY (Napier): My question is directed to the

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: This is another one of the Minister for Housing, Urban Development and Local
furphies being run out by the trade union movement andsovernment Relations. As the new Housing Trust water
supported by the 11 members opposite. Members opposite azbarges will cost low income trust tenants at least $56 extra
saying we can collect a huge sum of money lost througlper year—almost three times the increase in water bills faced
employers’ fraud. However, 32 500 of the 55 000 employerdy most householders—can he guarantee that no tenant will
in South Australia have been audited, and last year, out of thee evicted if they cannot pay the new water charges?
$240 million levy collection, there was $2.6 millioninlevy  The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | thank the honourable
mistakes. member for her question, and | appreciate that she received

An honourable member: Shame! the ministerial statement only a few minutes ago and would

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: It was $2.9 million the like the opportunity to study it in more detail overnight. |
previous year under your Government and the figure ignform the other honourable member who waves it around the
coming down. Of that $2.6 million it costs us $1.5 million to House that they might also find that the additional charge that
collect that sum. We have 14 auditors involved in this schemes likely to be incurred is $1 per week if they use the whole
and 11 officers who investigate fraud. We have more auditin@00 kilolitres. Let us get that part of it sorted out: we are
and fraud people in South Australia for our small scheme thatalking about the cost of the 64 kilolitres of water, and the
has any other scheme in the Commonwealth. Anyone wheast majority of tenants would never get up to the 200
claims we are not after employers and that we do not wartilolitres. They normally use about 150 kilolitres, so we are
employers to toe the line is wrong. This year 35 per cent moreeally talking about a few cents per week for the vast majority
employers were audited than under any previous Laboof tenants. So, it is virtually a situation of no change.
Government scheme. | suggest that the majority of tenants who are in the

The Hon. D.S. Baker: That’s double the Opposition! subsidised category would not use the 200 kilolitres and

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Yes, it is double the therefore will not be paying up to $1 a week; they will be
Opposition. Since | became the Minister responsible, we haveaying far less than $1 a week. In relation to evictions, the
gone out to attack the total cost of the scheme. We wiltrust’s policy as laid down by the trust board has not changed;
outsource to improve its administration, and we will discusghat is, tenants who accrue accounts are expected to pay, but
with doctors and lawyers how they can get their costs dowtenants who are in financial difficulties can approach their
to 85 per cent of their exact costs today. We will ensure theegional manager and discuss it with them. Every effort has
chiropractors, physios—every group—in this system paysbeen made in the past and will continue to be made to come
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to an arrangement to assist those tenants in paying off thoslee institute’s equal opportunity unit, the Minister directed
debts. that the student be reinstated.

The Hon. R.B. SUCH: This is a very important question,
BUSHFIRES and it raises a lot of serious issues. The student concerned is

a juvenile—under the age of 18—and the matter was
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Will the Minister for  brought—

Emergency Services advise the House of the current status
of bushfires at Kyeema Conservation Park and the resources
being used to contain their spread? The SPEAKER: Order!

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | thank the honourable The Hon. R.B. SUCH: Most students of TAFE are not.
member for his question. | am aware of his intense interesthis is a TAFE student; he is 17. The allegation put to me
in and support for the Country Fire Service in his area. Was that this student had entered the computer system and
acknowledge that many volunteers from his area, supporteltfd altered the records of students. | immediately asked for
by other volunteers from around the State, are presentffpirther details and said that I would withhold the expulsion
fighting the fires that are burning mainly in the Premier’sorder until | was able to get the full details in relation to what
electorate. While extreme difficulty has been experienced bflamage he had done, if any. That was the first request. When
our firefighters in controlling the fire edge in the inaccessibldhose details came back, allegations were made of sexual
scrubland between Woodgate Road and the southern edgeftirassment, allegations which were not made to me initially.
the Kuitpo forest plantation, the CFS advises me that the firbthen asked for details of those and was told that he had put
is essentially contained. Two water bombing aircraft and 4hings on the screen, which included childish messages
helicopter were deployed on the eastern edge of the fire to Id9arding people allegedly having herpes and so on—

a retardant as a back-up to back burning operations. However, Members interjecting:
variable winds have created problems for our fire crews i The SPEAKER: Order!

undertaking thos_e tasks. . The Hon. R.B. SUCH: It is obviously unacceptable,

As of early this afternoon, some 150 emergency Servicg.aniile hehaviour, if the allegations are correct. The
personnel were at the scene of the fires. Additionally, ther rinciples of natural justice which must be followed—and |
were 30 Country Fire Service appliances, 11 vehicles fror& ve consulted Crown Law—are that the student must have
the Departments of Environment and Natural Resources ang, right to put his case, which he has not yet been able to put
Primary Industries, seven tankers, a bulldozer, a volunteer 3{ .2 4o not authc;rise an expulsion until the person
John Ambulance unit and various pieces of private plant an ccused can put their case. At this point he has still not
equipment combating the fire. At one stage, at the height sponded to that request.

the blaze, over 300 firefighting personnel and 50 appliances )
gningp PP Crown Law has advised that on the grounds of natural

were involved. o . . .
Firefighters were organised into five strike teams from th ustice he must have the.rlght of response, with which | agree.
district council areas of Mount Barker, Noarlunga, Yankalilla hese allegations remain allegations gntll the matter is dealt
Stirling and East Torrens. Each striké team com’prised SO Nt h _properly and In accordance with t-h e law and _the
30 personnel. More than. 35 Country Fire Service brigade inciples of na_tural_jusnce. I will not_authorlse the expulsmn
: f someone—in this case the lad is from an ethnic back-

have contributed personnel and equipment to fight the blazground and | suspect he may have been subjected to some

Members interjecting:

My latest advice is that the fire has been contained withinfirg, - " < -1 <™ 6l all those matters are canvassed and he

breaks and, given the continued stable weather conditions, t : . :
CFS hopes that the fire will be fully controlled by later today.r\r}\,e?”S mﬁ %gegrguonrﬁ)éct)cr)lg u;fhﬁi‘sczzi Itrl’]] rtcr)]v(\)/?leoclﬂccl‘)lfm; t'IE}XEeES |

The lastreport | have received indicates that, unfortunateso|lege and thereby wreck his career possibilities.

ly, six volunteers have been injured, with injuries ranging Atth i d despite what le within th
from superficial burns to cuts and sprains. Thankfully, as yet, 't Same Me, and despite what some people within the
réstltute implied about my being poorly advised, | took a

no firefighter has been admitted to hospital as a result of these>!! ) A
most recent fires, although two volunteers remain in hospita articular interest in this matter and read all t_he case notes
having been badly burnt in the Second Valley and Heathfiel u:tti(\:'\éerﬁ tShlg)rglI§rdetgnme.rgjnrggst;[nh\?v\;]eictr?ig%}:soggr?(tautrr?(la
fires earlier this year. | am sure all members would join m ron ;th'n N terms ofys% al harassment or hacking into a
in wishing the volunteers a speedy recovery and applaudinﬁ{/ste?n :’mgdl alterin thexrecords he will be delaI% Iwith
the efforts of those firefighters who continue to risk their . 9 . o )

accordingly. However, until such time as that is proved, he

lives in the most trying conditions of yesterday and today. remains innocent under our system and the process must be
followed through.

Ms White interjecting:

Ms WHITE (Taylor): Why did the Minister for Employ- The Hon. R.B. SUCH:No. The matter came to me with
ment, Training and Further Education refuse to expel a TAFEncomplete information in respect of the allegations. The
student who admitted to serious sexual harassment offencetident has not supplied any material to me via the system.
and fraudulent behaviour, despite the key recommendatiowe do not accept the situation of a kangaroo court, whether
for expulsion by the relevant institute council and directorin TAFE or anywhere else, in which someone alleges
and the Chief Executive Officer of the department of TAFE?something without the person accused having the right of
Recently a TAFE student admitted to fraudulently using aesponse. | am amazed that within TAFE or anywhere else
computer to alter his and other students’ records and to thenyone would condone such a process. | certainly do not, and
vile sexual harassment of students. On 10 January this yearwill not tolerate a situation where somebody is accused
against the advice of his own department and the advice afithout the right of response.

TAFE STUDENTS
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ASSET SALES The SPEAKER: Order! | ask the Minister to ignore the
part of the question that was purely comment.

Mrs KOTZ (Newland): Will the Treasurer inform the The Hon. R.B. SUCH:If anyone thinks that as Minister
House of the process being undertaken by the Asset Managleautomatically rubber stamp recommendations, they have to
ment Task Force to ensure that the State receives the behink again. When dealing with the lives of young people, we
possible benefits from these sales following the overview ohave to be careful to ensure that all due processes are
the Government’s asset sales plans for the coming year whidbllowed. That view has been reinforced by Crown Law.
were today provided by the Premier? Members interjecting:

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | think | should impart some The Hon. R.B. SUCH:In relation to what happens in the
knowledge to the House in terms of the process which has tchools, due process has to be followed as well. In relation
be followed on all occasions. As the Premier rightly said, itt0 TAFE, institute directors and councils have considerable
has to be transparent so that all people participating belieyeower but, ultimately, as the member may or may not know,
that they are being treated appropriately. There are thrd8 serious matters such as this, when one is, in effect,
stages to the process. At any stage we can say whether Egviewing an expulsion order, it is appropriate that the
asset should be sold or modified so that its benefit to thMinister and Crown Law look at it. It applies also in relation
Government can be improved. At the end of the thredo public servants when there is a recommendation for
processes, the asset will be sold. termination. Those matters ultimately are considered by the

Stage one is a strategic review of the asset that we haaovernor in Executive Council, and it is appropriate that they

for sale or enhancement. That is followed by a feasibility®'€: {0 €nsure that due process is followed.

study, a Cabinet submission follows that process and a Ve have a system which gives rights to the accused.
Cabinet decision is then taken in principle to proceed to d "€refore, before we hang people, we should make sure that
sales process. Stage two is a most complex task in terms have the facts and that those people have the right to put
the amount of work that needs to be done. That involves thE'€ir case. | understand that in the school system the same
selection of a project team, making the asset ready for saffinciple would apply. I suggest that anyone who automati-
and then getting the final go ahead from Cabinet. Of cours&@/ly passed a guilty verdict on a student without going

stage three is the public tender for sale, the short listing, duiiirough the due process would be very unwise. My under-
diligence, acceptance of offer and the final sale. At any stax anding of the school system is that process is followed and

the Government has the right to say ‘No’ and to re-evaluatd'at any school principal or other person who did not follow
the process but, importantly, it has a process in train. that process would leave themselves wide open to legal

On coming into Government, | was interested to see Wha%cuon'
work had been done by the previous Government. Members DEFENCE CONTRACTS
will remember that in April 1993 the then Government issued
‘Meeting the Challenge.’ In that statement there was a debt \r ROSSI (Lee): My question is directed to the Minister

reduction strategy, and two of the assets listed on that registgsy industry, Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional
for sale were the areas of land on which the two shoppingevelopment.

centres of Elizabeth and Noarlunga are now standing. It was \r Atkinson interjecting:

quite clear that the former Government, as part of its strategy, \r ROSSI: Will the member for Spence please keep
intended to sell that land. Some months after coming intqyiet? Following today’s announcement that an Adelaide-
Government, | asked for the documentation in respect of thg;5¢e company has won an $18 million defence contract, can

sale of the land, and | found it had been put away in thghe Minister tell the House what economic benefits this will
drawer. The former Government had no intention of sellinghave for South Australia?

the land and it had no process in place. In fact, it was another The Hon. JW. OLSEN: The signing of the MRAD
farce of the previous Government. contract between the Federal Government and MRAD Pty
I should like to give comfort to the House and clearly Ltd, a component of SAGRIC International, is another
explain that a very strict process is involved here so that wémportant step forward in the establishment of South
can maximise the benefit to South Australia, as has beefustralia as the defence capital of Australia. We have seen
pointed out by the Premier. The House and anybody wha number of companies, like AWA Defence Industries and
comes to bid in South Australia can have confidence that British Aerospace, expand and consolidate their operations
very strict protocol will be followed and that they will receive in South Australia, relocating the Parakeet project from
as much attention as any other bidder and be kept wetlydney to South Australia, all of which is consolidating some

informed throughout the process. intellectual property in the defence-related industries.
Some $500 million worth of contracts will be available for
TAFE STUDENTS defence-related industries over the next 18 months. South

Australia, with its expanding base and with the establishment

Ms WHITE (Taylor): My question is directed to the of the intellectual property related to projects such as MRAD,
Minister for Employment, Training and Further Educationwill position South Australia to ensure that it gets the lion's
representing the Minister for Education and Children'sshare of the market. Previous Industry Commission reports
Services. Why has the Government not granted TAFEhave indicated that over 40 per cent of defence procurement
institute directors the power to expel students involved irdollars are spent in South Australia. Given the current track
unacceptable activities? Last weekend a newspaper repaecord, that will increase over the next 18 months.
revealed that the Government will be giving school principals The H-REF contract is a facility for testing the RAAF FA-
the power to expel students for up to 18 months. This is irl8 fighter. The company won that contract ahead of multina-
stark contrast to the recent actions of the Minister, whdional and other Australian competitors. The H-REF will be
rejected recommendations to expel a TAFE student. the most advanced facility of its kind in the world, allowing
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the Air Force to evaluate the upgrade to the Hornets’ radar The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The good news is that the
software by simulating real flight situations. It is a further latest ABS figures show that South Australia has the best, that
indication and clarification that South Australia’s economicis, the lowest, student to teacher ratio for the whole of
base, in the key area of electronics and defence relatedlustralia. Therefore, the sorts of claims we have been hearing
industries, is positioning itself to carve out a niche market fofrom the leadership of SAIT and the Labor Party of South
industry development in South Australia and, at the end of th@ustralia about how this Liberal Government has torn down

day, that equals more jobs for South Australians. the education system and is dragging down the standards and
everything else just do not stand up to scrutiny at all. We
CASEMIX FUNDING have not only the lowest overall ratio of students to teach-
ers—

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Does the Minister for Health The Hon. Frank Blevins: For what year?

deny that the implementation of the casemix funding system The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —for 1994—but also the

for public hospitals is in disarray, and what action has thgowest ratio for both primary and secondary schools. The
Minister taken to ensure that problems with casemix adminisfigure for South Australia is 14.3 per cent. It is interesting—

tration are fixed? The Opposition has received disturbing - An honourable member interjecting:

advice from several hospitals that not only was vital financial - The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The ratio is 14.3 per cent. It
information for the July quarter for 1994-95 supplied t0js interesting that, cum the facts, the Labor Party cannot
hospitals 22 months late but the information was found to bgossibly stand up and take them, because the Labor Party has

wrong and new data was not reissued until February. Thgeen trying to peddle something entirely different from the
Opposition understands some hospitals have now raisqflth.

doubts about the accuracy of the reissued data. There has The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:

been no data available for the second quarter. The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will resume his seat.
The Hon. S.J. Baker interjecting: | suggest to the Leader of the Opposition that those comments
Ms STEVENS: Let's hear from your Minister. he is continually making across the Chamber are unnecessary
Mr Atkinson interjecting: and unwise. The Premier.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member for ~ The Hon. DEAN BROWN: In South Australia, this
Spence has taken it upon himself to be the chief adviser to theberal Government has put a very high priority on education.
Speaker. | advise him that next time | will not take hisWe have made sure that we have the best education standards
interjections kindly and the Standing Orders will be applied of any State in Australia. It is interesting that, even with the
and he may have plenty of time to read them. most recent teacher cuts announced at the beginning of this

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The obvious answer to the year due to the decline in student numbers—and | might add,
guestion is, ‘Yes, | do deny that it is in disarray, because ibrought about because of an industrial agreement signed by
simply is not.” The casemix funding situation is the mostthe then Labor Government in this State; the people sitting
major change in hospital funding for 20 years and addressepposite were the ones in 1991 who put in place that
many of the difficulties and dilemmas which were quite agreement to reduce teacher numbers if there was an actual
evident in the system and which the previous Government—drop in the number of students—we are expected to have the
under the stewardship of the members sitting opposite—ewest ratio, in other words, the best ratio, of students to staff
simply ignored. We have addressed those problems. Thaf any State in Australia. And so we have every opportuni-
system is, in fact, very supportive of casemix funding. ty—and this Government is committed to this—to make sure

What | do not hide or walk away from is the fact that, asthat we have the best education standards in the whole of
occurs in casemix funding situations around the world, som@Australia.
people attempt to make the most of that situation. It is called
‘gaming’, and there is no doubt that gaming has occurred in CASEMIX FUNDING
the South Australian situation. We have evidence to indicate ) L
that and we are dealing with it. The matter to which the Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to
member for Elizabeth alludes was discussed with me at §€ Minister for Health.
meeting with the council of the Hospitals and Health Services Mr Becker interjecting: )
Association of South Australia late last week (Thursday or The SPEAKER: The honourable member for Peake is out
Friday) and, whilst it acknowledged, as did we according tef order. _ _
the advice we provided, that there had been one error in the Ms STEVENS: Which country hospitals have been forced
information provided and that had been re-addressed, tH€ close or limit the use of wards and operating theatres for
Hospitals and Health Services Association indicated that €xtended periods to cope with reduced funding expectations?

is tota”y Supportive of the casemix Concept_ Revised data recently supplied to health units Substantially
reduced the payments that most country hospitals expected
STUDENT-TEACHER RATIOS to receive under casemix for the first quarter of 1994-95

compared with the estimates supplied to the hospitals before

Mr BRINDAL (Unley): My question is directed to the Christmas. For example, under the revised figures, the
Premier. Do the latest figures on student-teacher ratios shopayment for the South Coast Hospital at Victor Harbor was
an improvement in South Australia’s position as comparededuced by $47 000; Whyalla Hospital by $75 000; and
with other States? The Highgate Primary School, which is iMurray Bridge Hospital by $68 000 for the first quarter.
my electorate, is one of 206 schools that has recently losta The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: As | indicated before,
teacher because of enrolment decline. At a public meetingthere was one mistake made with the notification of data. In
was informed that neighbours of the Premier intended to asthe notification to the hospitals of that error—and unfortu-
him that question, so | will save them the trouble and ask ihately the member for Elizabeth has not notified this to the
in this House. House—the commission, in recognising that error, indicated
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that there would be absolutely no question but that we would health service unless it is the best in the world. So, clearly

make appropriate equilibrations during the rest of the year iby our aiming at world quality best practice and preparing

there was any demonstrable financial difficulty. ourselves for the export market in health services, South
Let me address the substance of the question. Whaustralian patients will be the long-term beneficiaries.

hypocrisy coming from a member of the Labor Party to ask,

‘What hospitals will close under a Liberal Government?’

Clearly, the shadow Minister for Health—a term which | CASEMIX FUNDING

recognise is not acknowledged in Parliament, so | will say the . ) o

member for Elizabeth—has not even bothered to read the MS STEVENS (Elizabeth): When will the Minister for

incredibly important documentation in relation to casemix,Health take action to implement all the findings made in the

because the casemix documentation states that no counfgPvernment commissioned report on the impact of casemix

hospital will close. And, indeed, in the documentation wefunding on older patients? The latest newsletter of the

make a specific commitment through the rural access granfsouncil on the Ageing states:

that the small ho_sp|tals W'” not be forced to close. | remind A full six months after receiving the casemix report, and having

the House that this question comes from a member of & Parben given assurances by the Government that the report would not

which when in government closed hospitals left right andsit on a shelf gathering dust, COTA believes it is high time the

centre, and we have made a specific commitment to keegovernment acted.

them open. What hypocrisy! . .
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: This is a very important
HEALTH SERVICES EXPORT matter and we are looking at a number of the recommenda-
tions in that report because they deal with a number of the
Ms GREIG (Reynell): My question is also directed to the things that the member for Elizabeth and | have discussed
Minister for Health. Does the Government consider that th@cross the Chamber and in private on a number of occa-
export of health services will enhance the provision of healttsions—things such as step down facilities. It is absolutely
services to the South Australian community? pointless our pouring money into an expensive hospital
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: VYes, and | thank the System when we are attempting to get step down facilities,
member for Reynell for her question and her continuingand that is exactly what COTA addresses with me on
interest in this matter. It is to her credit that she is lookinghumerous occasions. Clearly, older people do not wish to be
W|de|y to the South Australian economy. Obvious|y, Southin an |nten.S|Ve situation in hOSpItal if they do not need to be.
Australia under the Brown Government is attempting toVVe are trying to address those matters. The member for Hart
increase its exports, not only to help South Australians bugnows only too well that | am attempting creatively to look
also in the future to build a more prosperous economyat step down facilities in all sorts of different hospitals
Traditionally, South Australians have thought of exports inthroughout South Australia, and obviously that is a first step
the primary product area. The new wave in world trade igowards the implementation of the recommenda_ltlons of t_he
trade in services and, if we in South Australia wish to sharéeport. As soon as they are addressed, we will be taking
this mood, clearly we have to be innovative. Obviously,action.
health is a service and itis a service which in South Australia
is provided well; it is provided in a world class product and
clearly it is ideal for export if we are able to interest overseas PORT ADELAIDE GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL

countries. Mr De LAINE (Price): My question is directed to the

There have been some shining examples of how the Soui\qinister for Employment, Training and Further Education
Australian health services are able to export their expertise, ploy ’ 9 ’

Some examples involve the Flinders Medical Centre, whic e(frﬁgeegt;ggaégfhe'\f'n;iz @L;dﬂ;ﬁgoﬁa\z%egglgfgesto
has been granted a clinical trial contract by a German dru P : P

company, and that will see $100 000 of funding being nsure that students now attending the Port Adelaide Girls
provided for staff and radiological tests. Itis an in'[ernationalngh School will be able to continue to access appropriate

trial to test a new anti-coagulant which is a low molecularPr°9'ams and attend a single sex school should they wish to
weight heparin and which should simplify treatment an 0 s0? The Minister's announcement that the Port Adelaide

permit earlier discharge from hospital of people with venousGIrIS High School will close next year will mean an end to

thrombosis and pulmonary embolism, which is a particularlf‘ ; o .
: P young women in the western districts, especially those groups
important condition. oned in th il iusti " |

Flinders is also undertaking work on breast cancer for thg1enhone in the soclat justice action pian.
US National Cancer Institute. The biochemistry department The Hon. R.B. SUCH: | thank the honourable member
has been retained by a Swedish instrument maker to provider the question, because it is an important one. | will obtain
specific and detailed performance testing of the variousome details in regard to the specifics of that school, but | can
instruments. So, there are clear benefits. First, the units asay in general terms that the Government, and certainly the
obviously in touch with their international communities in the Minister for Education and Children’s Services, is very much
health area and so are able through that to ensure that theydommitted to the education of girls and young women and to
their academic senses are at the growing edge of health careaking sure that they have a full range of opportunities to

Obviously, professionals are given opportunities toaccess different career paths. We are committed to ensuring
broaden professional experience by that contact. Hospitathat happens, whether it is at Port Adelaide or elsewhere. It
clearly benefit from the injection of the sources of funding,is a very important issue and it is vital that young women and
but mostimportantly, as | have said in this House before, thgirls have those opportunities. In regard to the specifics of the
South Australian patients are the prime beneficiaries, becauB®rt Adelaide Girls High School, | will come back with a
nobody will come to South Australia in an attempt to exportdetailed response for the honourable member.
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TOKYO CITY CUP Primary Industries decided to put some extra funds into
running workshops and seminars and to start a Families in
Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell):  Will the Minister for  Agriculture program, which was not only for rural families
Recreation, Sport and Racing advise the House whether thoeit also for families and small business people in rural towns,
inaugural Tokyo City Cup race meeting conducted lasto ensure that they were brought up to speed with what
Saturday by the South Australian Jockey Club met theservices were available and could be provided by the
expectations of the club and the Government? Department of Primary Industries and by services operating
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | can report to the House under other ministries in South Australia.
that the whole carnival was an outstanding success not only That covered a wide range of areas and, in particular, it
from the point of view of the successful racing on thewas available for those people who wanted help in budgeting;
Saturday, when two group 3 races and a group 2 race wergral finance issues; counselling, as many families were
conducted in Adelaide, but also regarding the amount o$uffering; health issues; legal issues; and decision making,
investment, trade, business and tourism generated for thehich is most decidedly an issue when you get into those
State. Members will be interested to know that quite a strongorts of problems. This has gone very well, and | urge all
delegation came from Tokyo. In August this year we will rural members to ensure that it comes from the grass roots
reciprocate with the City of Adelaide race in Tokyo, and nolevel. The department will provide counsellors and funding,
doubt a delegation will be going to Tokyo on that occasionand it will help these farming families in making the deci-
The on course totalisator was up 41 per cent; TABsions that are necessary.
turnover was up 20 per cent; bookmaker turnover was up 11 There are also two areas in which members of the
per cent against the budget; and attendance on course reaclépposition would be very interested: the first involves coping
about 10 000. The significance to the State cannot bwith change—and I do not think they have quite learnt that
underscored. As an example, on the Sunday evening et in this Parliament—and the other involves succession
accompanied two of the Japanese delegations to a floptanning (I am told that the member for Playford has the
construction firm at Wingfield. Whilst it would not be numbers, so the Leader of the Opposition should get into that
prudent to divulge the size of the order, | can say that theguite soon).
received a very significant order to sell horse floats in Japan.
The contacts which were set up in front of me that night and HIGHBURY DUMP
which | was able to witness will result in a doubling of the i .
capacity of that float manufacturing company, which is Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): Will the Minister for

already the biggest and most productive in Australia. Thati§!ousing, Urban Development and Local Government
just one example. Relations advise the House when he will provide the

omprehensive assessment of the Enviroguard proposal for

On course, an expo was set up involving 17 racin% ; X S
industry related companies; we had a trade fair marquef® Highbury land fill dump? On 30 November, the Minister

covering all aspects of the racing industry. So, it was Advised the House of his intention to conduct a comprehen-

marvellous success, both on and off course. It is destined V€ @ssessment of the Enviroguard proposal prior to an
become the second biggest weekend to the Adelaide Cup. TREVIronmental impact statement.

television coverage promoting Adelaide went into South-East Members interjecting: _ _
Asia, through Hong Kong, into Japan and across the United Mrs GERAGHTY: |am quite entitled to ask the question
States of America. So, once again, Adelaide was very muclh PEople come to me.

to the fore. To show its support for the weekend, because it Members interjecting: o

was the first, my department was very pleased to put in The SPEAKER: Order! Th_ere are too many interjections.
$20 000 towards the SAJC's costs in ensuring that it was Mr BROKENSHIRE: | rise on a point of order, Mr
successful. It is now part of the racing calendar in this State>P€aker. When | came into this Parliament, | understood that
and | congratulate the SAJC and all those involved inve were paid to be here during Question Time and | would
achieving what was a very successful weekend for Southke to draw—

Australia. The SPEAKER: Order! That is not a point of order. The
honourable member will resume his seat. | suggest to the
FAMILIES IN AGRICULTURE PROGRAM member for Mawson that it is not the responsibility of the
Chair—

Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Can the Minister for Primary Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
Industries outline the Families in Agriculture program The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair is at the stage where
recently initiated by the Rural Affairs Unit of PISA, and it is appropriate to inform members that, if they continue to
explain how it will assist rural communities and farm families behave as they have today, a number of members will get an
to cope with the information and adjustment needs of ruraéarly minute this week. | point out to the member for
communities? Mawson that attendance in the House is entirely at the
The Hon. D.S. BAKER: | thank the honourable member discretion of the honourable member concerned. Therefore
for her question and acknowledge the way she so strongllye does not have a point of order.
represents her constituents from that area, which happens to Members interjecting:
be among those most hit by the rural downturn in South The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Minister.
Australia. Six months ago, when we carried out the rural debt The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | am certainly well aware
audit, which was a factual record of the debt levels of theof the situation involving the Highbury dump through the
rural community in South Australia, it became obvious thatrepresentation that we are continually receiving from the
some people, although not in the high debt category, wermember for Newland, who has contacted my office on many
having extreme problems in carrying on their family businesspccasions. Indeed, | visited the site with the member for
and that was causing much hardship. The Department dewland and am now very familiar with the circumstances.
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As members know, we have called for an environmental Ms GREIG (Reynell): Before | begin my grievance
impact statement. As | told the House on the last occasiospeech, | would like to put on record my disgust at the
that this question came up, the purpose of that was to alloguestion asked by the member for Taylor. To attempt to gain
community input— political advantage at the expense of a student not yet found
Members interjecting: guilty is pathetic and outrageous. | suggest that the honour-
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: This is significant to the aPle member do her homework and, more particularly, not
answer. Every submission we receive will be analysed anglander any youth or person until all the facts are known. This
assessed by my department’s assessment division. The terfaé blatant misuse of parliamentary privilege.
of reference have to be determined, advertised and com- Members interjecting:
mented on, which takes some time. Then we have the public The SPEAKER: Order! _
exhibition and the calling for public submissions and, Ms GREIG: Today | would like to congratulate the
following that, the assessment process that takes place withfPuthern Business Network on its successful business expo
the department, and that is a lengthy process. | will endeavotield on 11 and 12 February at Knox Park, Morphett Vale.
to expedite this EIS as much as possible within the departlhis is the second business expo held in the City of
ment's resources, but | suspect that it could take up to siRioarlunga, and the reason for staging such an event is to
months. However, in the interests of the community, | will highlight to the people of the southern suburbs what indus-
ensure that this matter is resolved as quickly as possible. tries and services are available locally. _
The event was jointly opened by the Mayor of the City of
FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES Nc_)a}rlunga, Mr Ray Gilbert, and_ the Hon. John Olsen,
GLENELG OFFICE Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business and
Regional Development. An event such as this takes a lot of

Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): My question is directed to the Planning and coordination, and with this in mind | would like
Minister for Family and Community Services. Is the Glenelgto acknowledge the individual efforts of Mr Rod Prime,

office of FACS being closed and, if so, what are the plans tdIf Andrew Worral, and Mr Alan Amezdroz, who voluntarily
provide alternative services in this area? gave alot of time and effort to make the weekend'’s event the

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: The Glenelg office of the SUCCESS that it was. | also acknowledge the time, patience and
Department for Family and Community Services is a visiting?€'Severance given by the Prime, Worrall and Amezdroz
service only, with its base being the Marion FACS district@milies who assisted in the background and gave full support
office. As members would be aware—particularly those in"? Making the event a success. | do not think any of us
that area—it is the largest metropolitan office, serving fPpreciate the work that goes on behind the scenes in putting
population of some 163 000 people in an area stretching frofY. form of event together.

Hallett Cove in the south to Grange in the north. | have been Asdl mentiorlled eaglie[; this isrt]he second expo of itskkinﬂ
examining the best use of resources in the area so thg{29ed in Noarlunga by the Southern Business Network. The

services can be readily accessed by as many people twork came together 2% years ago as a result of initiatives
needed. A limited number of families have been using theY the Noarlunga council to encourage people to buy locally
Glenelg visiting office. | have been having discussions withgnd create employment. Some 40 businesses and interested

four of the community centres in the area—GIeneIg/BrightonGovernment _and non-Government sector ?taff attended a
Grange, Camden Park and Glandore—and | am pleased to GNday morming meeting at Noarlunga council to put together
able to inform the House that agreement has been reached fg£as on how we as a community could work together to

the FACS service to be provided at these centres in the futuri_“:hie"e some positive outcomes for the local economy. From

This has been an excellent example of the benefits of Ioc% is original meeting a committee was formed to build on the

area planning, and also it involves the ongoing commitme

of local government. Financial counselling will be provided
at these centres, making the service much more accessible,
a broader range of people in the community. Funding fo
community service centres is provided both by FACS and b
local government. However, | repeat for the benefit of theb
member for Hanson and of the other members whose areg

will be affectgd b¥ th|§ work that this is in fact— industrial chemicals. It was from this network that the idea

Members interjecting: of the business expo arose.

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: It might be your electorate.  wjth the business expo | believe the Southern Business
The Minister reminds me that it is his electorate; | understan@etwork is meeting the first of its objectives—encouraging
that about four members on this side of the House will bq:)eop|e to buy |Oca||y_and by meeting this objective the
affected by this move which, I repeat, is an excellent exampl&outhern Business Network will have an impact on the
of Government, the community and local government gettingmployment situation in Noarlunga, therefore, attaining the
together to solve a problem. goals initiated by the Noarlunga council. Again, | congratu-
late all involved in the Southern Business Expo, and |
congratulate the sponsors, BankSA and the Corporation of the
City of Noarlunga, for their generous contributions to the
event.

ouncil’s philosophy and form a strong network of local
usinesses. The first of the goals has been reached: a network
f small business and industries are meeting monthly for
fbakfast. These breakfasts encourage networking and
E)rovide the ideal venues for topics of interest to be addressed.
or instance, this past year saw guest speakers address the
reakfast meetings on issues such as taxation, advertising,
§port, economic recovery, health and safety, and the use of

GRIEVANCE DEBATE
Ms WHITE (Taylor): |begin by directing my comments
The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is thattheto the member for Reynell, who is very ill advised to
House note grievances. comment on something of which she has no factual know-
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ledge. In Question Time today | brought to the attention othe honourable member, because the question is close to
this House the issue of the Minister for Employment andbeingsub judice
Further Education’s handling of the expulsion of a student Members interjecting:
from an institute of TAFE. The Minister has handled this Mr BECKER: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy
issue extremely badly. At the weekend, the GovernmenBpeaker. | understand that members on the other side have
announced that high school principals will be given the powebeen warned several times, and | am asking when the warning
to expel their students, yet the Minister has clearly overriddemwill be—
the decision of not only one of his institute directors, that Mr Foley: Sit down you goose.
institute council and its equal opportunity unit, but also the Mr BECKER: Grow up. At least | have been here 25
decision of his own department. School principals will beyears. That is something you may never achieve; you have no
given the power to expel their students for behaviourahope.
reasons. This Minister has refused initially and now is The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
undecided about expelling a TAFE student who has beemember for Peake will resume his seat.
caught and who has admitted to criminal activity. Why isthis  Mr BECKER: Mr Deputy Speaker, | ask whether those
matter now going to Crown Law for advice? What does thisyarnings will be carried out.
say about the Minister’s regard for the competence of the The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member for
institute Director, the institute council and his own CEO? Ipeake will resume his seat. The honourable member is as
understand that the student involved and his parents prefer thguch in breach of parliamentary privilege in asking when the
less severe option of expulsion to the alternative of criminaChair will exercise a ruling. The honourable member is
action. implying that either the present or previous incumbent of the
Let me acquaint members with the course of events in thi€hair was derelict.
Ministerial bungle. At the December meeting of the council ~ Mr Leggett interjecting:
for the institute in question a decision was taken on the basis The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member for
of information provided by the institute management andHanson will be seated while a point of order is being
following an investigation by the institute’'s equal opportunity adjudicated on. It is not appropriate for any member of the
people to begin procedures to expel the student. The studeibuse to reflect upon the Chair. The Chair was calling the
in question was caught and admitted to hacking into thélouse to order when the honourable member rose. The Chair
institute’s computer system and changing his as well as othés well aware that the member for Ross Smith has been
students’ records. The damage done cannot be rectified by tarned several times today, and | certainly do not want to
college. In addition, the student found his way into themake him a martyr for tomorrow. | tell the honourable
lecturer’s file area and sent sexually harassing messagesmember for Ross Smith now if that is his intention. | ask
a most vile kind to female students in such a way that thenembers to err on the side of caution. If members wish to
impression left was that the messages had come froteave the Chamber they will be assisted. The question
lecturing staff. This is the allegation that comes from thewhether the member for Taylor was gagged was irrelevant.
Minister’s department all the way through to the council, thelt is the privilege of any member in this House to take a point
Minister's equal opportunity people and the equal opportunityf order. The point of order was taken with very few seconds
person the Minister sent in. left on the clock and the member was certainly not gagged,

The recommendation by all those people was supporte@'e Chair had not yet completed its ruling. The member for
by the acting CEO of DETAFE. However, in the Minister's Hagior?énourable member interjecting:
memo of 10 January 1995, he repealed this recommendation ) I
and stated that, if the student agreed to cooperate with the The El)EPLleY t.SPEﬁ‘fEI?'thThe M|n||s:er cafnﬂr]nalée bat
institute, he would then reinstate that student. Of course, ther%%rsora ”et>;]p ana '?.n l_JI_ha h N con;lp e |ont§) f eHe ate,
was an appeal from the institute. The Minister, not prepare€n ' call the question. The honourable member for Hanson.

to act on the evidence presented to him by his department, the Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): Thank you, Sir. I support the

institute director, the council and the institute’s equal, ;. 210t to be introduced by the Minister for Education

opportunity people, sent his own equal opportunity Person 19, ~piigren's Services to give principals in public schools
pr_O\_/lde an ?dd'.“ona}' report. That report reafflrmeq for thethe power to expel unruly and disruptive students for periods
Minister the institute’s position; namely, that the seriousnes p to 18 months. | refer to last Saturdapdvertiserarticle

of the two offences committed by the student warrante%l February) headed ‘Unruly students face axe’ by Nicole
expulsion. The Minister still hesitated,; this time he called forl_IOyOI The article outlines the Minister's proposal, which

ﬁ\r/c())vl\\//réég\)/(v ?J(Ijsvilgr?b ?A:Qggéitsvr:/ggl\?vgsﬁytr;mm((:jatLTaigttEI ill be widely applauded by the majority of South Australian
P y caugnt bufe 4 cpers, parents and students. It is a bold move by the

Lo - . - NAVE overnment and the Minister to outlaw hooliganism and
gone from a situation where the Minister acts without giving, i< ciplined, loutish behaviour in State schools in South
Justification for his de.C|S|on— ) Australia. | was a teacher for the past 25 years, and suspen-
Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy sjon, when | was a teacher, was seen as a joke and nothing
Speaker. | believe the honourable member is alleginghort of a holiday by most of the students, particularly those
Criminality. Is it in order to make such an allegation in this students involved in unru|y and larrikin behaviour.
place’7 The honourable member def|n|te|y said ‘criminal Whether they be in a private school or a State SChOOI,
action’. students generally are responsive and committed and deserve
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Chair has listened to the the right to be taught in an uninterrupted manner. Teachers,
member for Taylor with some concern as she has referred too, deserve the right to be able to stand before a class and
criminal actions and the possibility that criminal chargesteach without interruption and without fear of reprisal,
could be laid. The Chair has been on the verge of cautioningithout fear of being physically damaged themselves and
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without fear of being verbally attacked. | applaud this newend of the western side of Main North Road, have a dual

crackdown. It makes sense that a principal can protect his @marriageway with three lanes leading to Port Wakefield Road

her staff in schools as they so wish by refusing to enrolvith a thin cart strip in between. Over the years many people,

students who have been expelled— including me, have predicted that there would be a problem,
Mr Foley interjecting: and sadly at the end of last year that prediction became
Mr LEGGETT: The fact that you were in grade 3 for reality.

eight years has nothing to do with this. Students demand \when I contacted the Minister’s office she came out to
rights, and they expect rights from our society. They havegok at the problem. The Minister was quick to look at the
been taught that way. That is fine, but with rights mustproblem, but unfortunately we are still awaiting a response
come— about what will happen. It has been more than eight weeks
Mr Lewis: Responsibility. since the Minister inspected the area and still there is no long-
Mr LEGGETT: —changes in behaviour and, as theterm plan in respect of that 800 metres of roadway. There-
member for Ridley says, responsibility. TAdvertiserarticle  fore, this afternoon | am calling on the Minister and the
states that no student has been expelled from a State schelpartment to provide those plans as quickly as possible and

for over three years, even though there are thousands @t us know what is being done about this lethal situation in
suspensions each and every year. Quite rightly under the ngwyporaka.

policy principals will be instructed to reserve expulsion for
extreme behaviour—

Mr Foley interjecting:

Mr LEGGETT: If the member for Hart listens, he might

It is fair to say that 800 metre strip of road is an absolute
death trap, and | hope we do not see any more deaths on that
road. Sadly, that is not the only problem with the road—a
. . . couple of other issues are involved as well. When the new
even learn something today. The article refers, first, tQy5| carriageway was built to the west of Main North Road
violence against students and teachers alike; secondly, 1o realignment was necessary on the eastern side of
refers to sexual abuse offences—and we take for granted thgf,htague Road. Unfortunately, the realignment work has not

should never occur and should be dealt with; and, thirdly, i) aan properly marked out. It is very dangerous, and what
refers to drug dealing and other drug related offences. Thesg, o< to be a straight track is not a straight track at all.
proposed changes to discipline will incorporate encouraging

behaviour contracts for year 8 students in particular. Another issue involves those families living in houses
Mr Foley interjecting: facing that road. They all experience extreme difficulty
MrLEGGETT: No. This is already undertaken by many getting in and out of their driveways, particularly during peak

schools in South Australia. | feel rather sorry for year 8hour when it is almost impossible to do so. Some people

students. | cannot remember my time in year 8 because it Wﬁ:ng opposite Henderson Avenue, the road leading into

afew years ago, but | have taught over 1 000 year 8 studen ontague Farm, fi_nd navigation in a_m'd outof their driveway
in the past 25 years. These students are kingpins in year 7 s_olutely |mpOSS|t_)Ie and the_y definitely p_'é?ce themselves,
primary school and then within the space of two months they'€I" family and friends at risk when driving onto that
come to senior school and are simply juniors again, and the adway. Th's situation is totally unapceptable. Funds were
find it very difficult. Year 8 is a strategic year, the year when upd'\tlo ?#'Ilg a(tjhree(;larlﬁ duall carr(ljag?way.to the west cf[f
good study habits are developed. Certainly, the discipliné/:{’:'hn (t)r: 03 l,_|an a ;ﬁe-s%rz)e uta Czir_rlagetvr\]/ay eéldﬁ S
received in year 8 is an excellent foundation for years 11 anfl! (€ otheér end. rowever, (ne metre Strip In the middle
12 studies which are so important and strategic. unfortunately does not even have proper footpaths or kerbing

Plympton High School in my electorate has 104 yeareigh?nd the usual devices that make a road safe. | would like to

students this year, and already the school has briefed all of¢ the Department of Transports plans to rectify the

them on matters of behaviour, sexual harassment and racfajoPlem as quickly as possible. The previous Administration
harassment, and it has also informed them about their righ omlse.d to have this problem sprted out by the middle of
as students. This is a positive move by Plympton Hig 96. Itis my hope and expectation that the present Govern-
School. | support the Minister for Education and Children’s™eMNt will meet that deadline.
Services fully in this move, which has been long overdue. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
Principals will be far more in touch with what is going on in member’s time has expired.
their schools and will have far more confidence in expelling
those students who are disruptive. | believe itis a step inthe Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | rise to speak in this grievance
right direction, and | believe that this proposed Governmengiebate today to deplore an increasing tendency both in our
policy will be widely acclaimed throughout South Australia. Parliament and in the media to engage in trial by witch-hunt
and innuendo and to look behind everything for a sinister
Mr QUIRKE (Playford): | rise to place on the record a reason. The honourable member opposite today raised just
few remarks about Montague Road in my electorate. First, that point. Sexual harassment is not something that any of us
want to thank the Minister for Transport for coming out should condone, but—and this is most important—the
quickly toward the end of last year when a problem arose thaendency in our community to believe that because somebody
| had prophesied to the House for a considerable time. This accused of something they are automatically guilty and to
tragedy involved two persons being killed at the intersectiorleave them in a position where they have virtually no defence
of Montague and Henderson Roads, Pooraka. It is with & not only wrong but abhorrent to the type of society of
heavy presence that | relay the events to the House thighich we should be proud to be members. Members of this
afternoon. House would be aware that in the last Parliament the member
On about seven or eight occasions | have raised the isstier Gilles alleged that | had once been accused of sexual
of Montague Road in the House. | have pointed out that wéarassment. That accusation was entirely without foundation,
cannot have a dual carriageway that comes all the way frorhut it was made in this House under privilege, and it was
the north eastern suburbs down to Pooraka and then, at the faarried all around South Australia; and it was wrong.
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The processes of this House are not to try people. There This Government has come in determined not only to
are courts and other processes for doing that. If this Oppostiean up this State but also to give a fairer go to a bipartisan
tion wants to turn this Chamber into some sort of StatOpposition that is supposed to be here to help govern in the
Chamber inquisition to make cheap points for the daily newsest interests of this State. We extend Question Time by up
services, let it do so, but | for one do not wish to be part ofto 10 minutes to give it plenty of time to get up its 10
it, and | want to be on the record as supporting the Ministeguestions, yet the Leader of the Opposition, with the spots
in his very reasonable and considered actions. As somebodyat have not changed, is out of this House more times during
who is interested in education | have discussed this privatelQuestion Time than he is in. Perhaps he has been talking to
with the Minister previously, and | was aware well before Paul Keating and is trying to adopt his tactics. | look forward
today that the Minister has an abiding sense of fairness artd exploring this more over the coming weeks during private
justice which he is bringing to his portfolio. If that is wrong, members time.
some of us will stand condemned with the Minister.

Mr Atkinson interjecting: . In this grievance debate | particularly want to talk about

Mr BRINDAL: The member for Spence comes in tothe fact that | am sick to death of a few large capitalist
make his usual puerile semantic criticism. He may do thatgompanies that want to kick this State about: | refer now to
but | will not be distracted tOday. | would like to move from gas pricesl There has been a fair bit in the media about gas
there to something that | see as the same sort of thing. A longrices and fuel prices in general. Down south we have been
and detailed article by Alex Kennedy which appeared todagicked from pillar to post by some of those large oil com-
attempts to attribute motive, and | want to dEVE|Op that them anies that do not seem to care about g|\/|ng peop|e in the
In this House we consider various issues and debate Bills. uth or in South Australia a fair go. Let me quote the prices
is very difficult to play Dr Spock and go behind everything currently in other States: Melbourne, 26.9¢ for gas; Sydney,

everybody does, analyse the motive and then judge thgg o¢ for gas; and Perth, 29.9¢ for gas going to a high of
situation, not on what is presented but on an analysis of thg2 9¢ a few days ago.

motive. There may be many motives for any action we take
in our life, but if as members of Parliament we are con-

strained to come in here and explain our motives before we What happened in South Australia? Yesterday in my
introduce a Bill, | would put to the member for Spence that lectorate gas prices were at 35.9¢. Coming back through the

electorate only last Wednesday evening, | noticed 28.9¢ per

many Bills may never have been introduced and that h'ﬁitre for gas. By 8.30 the next morning driving through the
Government would stand even more condemned for many Q

its actions than it does today. If we start questioning theolectorate | saw that gas had risen from 28.9¢ per litre to

actions of previous Governments, we would find that som etween 38.9¢ per litre and 41.9¢ per litre. Of course, the
P ’ Federal Government needs a rap over the knuckles for its part
of them were far less than pure.

I would suggest to all members of this House that, if Wem this, and we all know that. We know what Hawke and

i 1o Start i dinth dwork 1ooki Keating did in 1991 when they deregulated the LPG industry
?c:ret?ﬁég%niﬁeage(g;ﬁéngvgr\?vlijl? tulrr;l th?swpggc;v?r:to Zgn']r;?with respect to pricing and export controls, and that since that
thing that it is not. This Chamber should be a forum fortlme prices paid to the producers are no longer set by the

. X : - Prices Surveillance Authority, and the industry is free to
debating the best interests of South Australia, not analysmlgegotiate market prices for LPG. That is fair enough if it is

everybody's reputed motives. That is a tendency | deplorg oo ya4e 1yt | ask once again why South Australia is getting
I do not pretend to be perfect: on occasion | have had traff"f)elted around in the pocket area over gas prices

and speeding fines and all sorts of things. If the member for
Spence wants a complete list of them, | will give them to him.
If he wants to bring them up in this House, let him; if he ~ Mr Foley: The Queensland Government.
wants to know what sort of toilet paper | use | will tell him.
However, | would appreciate it if he and members opposite  Mr BROKENSHIRE: It has nothing to do with the State
would stick to the issues in this Chamber, rather than tryingsovernment. Of course, the Opposition will try to run a
to sensationalise things and using parliamentary privilege téurphy like that, but the State Government does not get a
impugn people, and rather than using this, as the Leader sfngle cent out of gas taxes. What happens is that people who
the Opposition has said, as some type of coward’s castle. have tried to do the best they can to save a dollar—and a lot
of them down my way are not over-flush with funds, thanks
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): In September lastyear to Labor in the past—have put in these gas tanks, and now
the current Leader of the Opposition came out and projecte@hat do we see? Because they have had a go at trying to save
that he had changed all his spots and that he was a new hyb&édew dollars, we have a few multinationals in this State who
leopard of this parliamentary system. He claimed that hevant to have a bigger crack at the purchasers of gas in South
would be bipartisan and that he wanted to see proper condugistralia than they do in any other State. Itis not on. | intend
in the House, and it went on and on. We all know that theto follow the matter through; | intend to write to those
media gave him a pretty good run for some time. | have sadompanies and seek a personal explanation as to why we pay
in this Chamber ever since the honourable member becan®g to 11¢ per litre more than in any other State. If | do not get
the Leader of the Opposition, and there has been hardly a daysatisfactory answer and get the message across that the
when he has spent more than 45 per cent to 50 per cent pkople of South Australia deserve a fair go, | will continue
Question Time in this House. If one looks at the general rulgo exploit these multinational capitalistic creatures who are
for the conduct of business—Standing Order 1—and looksitting our State too hard with respect to gas prices.
back to the practices referred to with respect to the House of
Commons in Westminster, one would say that the Leader of
the Opposition is certainly far from adopting those practices.
He is preaching one thing and clearly practising another.
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TAFE STUDENTS cooperation in identifying the path by which he was able to ‘hack’
into the institute’s computer installation and to restore the damage

i which he allegedly did to students’ records.
T Th_e Hon. R'BH SUCH (M|n|§ter for Employment, Would ym?ple)_e:lse provide me with complete details of exactly
raining and Further Education): | seek leave to make a hich records he is thought to have corrupted?
ministerial statement. While the delay in finalising this issue might be viewed as being
Leave granted. unfortunate, it is my conviction that proper procedures must be
The Hon. R.B. SUCH: Unfortunately, this afternoon we followed in cases as serious as this.
have seen an exercise by the Opposition which constitutes\de must give the student the opportunity to respond. He has
kangaroo court attack on a young student within the TAFEot yet had the opportunity to respond to me with regard to
system. | should like to acquaint members with some of théhese accusations. | have consulted Crown Law, which has
facts. First, | point out that allegations of a criminal naturetotally supported my actions and pointed out that failure to
should not be made in this House. This is not a court, and fiollow that course of action would leave TAFE, the institute
is unfair and inappropriate to suggest that a criminal matteand possibly the staff liable to action in court by that lad or
is involved. At the Torrens Valley Institute, Tea Tree Gully his parents.
Campus, we have a series of accusations against a young boy. The Hon. M.D. Rann: What about the other students?
Most of our students are adults, but in this case he is a 17- The Hon. R.B. SUCH: Again, | point out that this lad is
year-old from an lItalian background, and | believe that isl7. That in itself is no defence if those allegations are correct,
significant. but it is a significant factor. He is also of Italian background
I should like to read the response that I made to the initiaind | want to establish that he was not subject to any
request to expel this student, which is the authority | havénarassment on the basis of his ethnic background. The
under the TAFE Act which provides that the Minister shallallegations about sexual harassment are serious. We will not
expel a student, and so on. That has been a very rare occt®lerate in TAFE any such behaviour or people hacking into
rence within the TAFE system. In fact, during my time asthe computer system, but we must follow the proper process-
Minister | am not aware of any other situation or request. ltes involving justice. We will not have kangaroo court
is not parallel to the Education Department as we are dealingrocedures in TAFE, certainly not while | am Minister.
with adults in the main. | am told by officers that it is  The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
extremely rare. If the Opposition was concerned about it, The Hon. R.B. SUCH: Here we have within TAFE—
having introduced the Act in 1976, it could have done Members interjecting:
something about it in the interim. On 10 January, in response The Hon. R.B. SUCH: Here is Mr Ethical saying that a
to allegations from the Torrens Valley Institute, | wrote:  young lad should be crushed by the system without having
I have considered the recommendation that this student b€ chance of putting his case.
expelled from Torrens Valley Institute. Wishing justice to be seen Members interjecting:

to be done in this and all such cases, | ask that Mr X be told thathe The Hon. R.B. SUCH: They are allegations that have not
is to be expelled for his misdemeanour but that this expulsion Ordeéeen proved

be stayed providing that he agrees to work with institute staff, . .
showing them how he managed to corrupt the Smart system— The Hon. M.D. Rann: He has admitted them.
that is, the computer system— The Hon. R.B. SUCH: He has not admitted to them.

. o There has been a suggestion that he admitted some things, but
and enter its programs and then assisting institute staff to restore t

student records he altered. Should he refuse, | agree to his expulsi fe has not even put _h's case yet. | have not_seen h's case at
Should he agree to cooperate and institute staff are satisfied that - He has not put his case to me, and that is the first basic
has made reasonable efforts to restore the damage he has done, | pgiciple when | am the person with the authority to expel
that he be reinstated. In either case, | presume that existing safgim.
guards against hacking will be strengthened at the institute. The Hon. M.D. Rann: What about the young women?
Subsequently, the institute responded saying that it wanted The Hon. R.B. SUCH:If the allegations are correct, that
to pursue sexual harassment allegations against this studentyehaviour is unacceptable. However, | am not going to hang
allegations which were not elaborated in any detail in the firssomeone simply because someone says that he has been
contact with my office. On 8 February | responded asesponsible for behaviour X or Y.
follows: Members interjecting:

I have considered the further information now suppliedtomein  The Hon. R.B. SUCH: With respect, they have not
support of action to expel Mr X in response to his alleged hackingollowed due process and the principles of justice. | am happy

and sexually harassing behaviour. With respect to this and th, ; ‘s ; ; ;
previous briefing forwarded for my consideration, | wish to make the?bgg{ﬁ tgfyuvt:I? dzireoswrrr]l)ll_zvc\:ltiggmll Ot)nélilg\)//:liln\/\ligir:t[;}:'i;,/vi}lg:n
following points: o - .

1. Allegations concerning Mr X’s alleged sexual harassment oBmazed that Opposition members could support a system
female students were not supported by evidence in the firsyhich means that we could hang someone on the basis of an
ministerial on this subject. | expect that all the facts relevant to &llegation
recommendation will be contained in the first briefing. Memb o teriecting:

I 2. Both categories of alleged behaviour cannot and will not be ThemHerS IFr; g”%ﬂg& There | it in debating it
tolerated, but must be proved. e Hon. R.B. . I'here 1S no point In debating |

3. Before this matter can be finalised, the allegations should bestith Opposition members, because they have a closed mind.

be put in writing to the student, who should be given adequate tim i i i

to give a written response to those allegations. This accords with th?:di:frllp us if t'hey ?‘tlﬁr gett!nto pO\tNer again and have any

established principles of natural justice. y € running of the justice system.
4. Failure to provide an opportunity for this student to defend ~Members interjecting:

himself against such charges would expose DETAFE and the The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Torrens Valley Institute to accusations of unjust treatment. ltwould  The Hon. R.B. SUCH:Itis a totally different system. As

be wise to obtain legal advice for guidance from the Crown; ..; ; o [P
Solicitor's office as this matter unfolds. | said, there is no pointin my amplifying it because members

5. | remain concerned that there appears to be no response to iRPPOsite have a closed mind. They have the sort of closed
suggested course of action, from the point of view of seeking Mr X'smind that would hang someone—the old posse days when
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they would chase some kid out of town, string him up and THOMAS HUTCHINSON TRUST AND RELATED

find out later that he was innocent. TRUSTS (WINDING UP) BILL
The Hon. M.D. Rann: You'll do it to primary school kids
but not to TAFE kids. Second reading.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! . _
Mr QUIRKE: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy ~ 1he Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): 1 move:

Speaker. | think that this has transgressed the personal That this Bill be now read a second time. o
explanation. | have sat patiently waiting for the Minister to! Seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
address the issue properly. in Hansardwithout my reading it.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Minister is making a  L€ave granted.
ministerial statement, not a personal explanation, and the The Hutchinson Hospital at Gawler East was established as the

bounds are wider. | understand that the Minister has concludgsult of a testamentary disposition under the will made in 1896 by
ed his ministerial statement homas Hutchinson. The testator died in 1901 and his will was
: admitted to probate in that year.

The direction in the will to establish and maintain a hospital were
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION to come into effect on the determination of the testator’s widow’s life

COUNCIL (SOUTH AUSTRALIA) BILL interest under the will.

Thomas Hutchinson directed that from and after the decease of
his wife, his real and personal estate not otherwise disposed of was

Returned from the Legislative Council without amend-to be held by his trustees on trust and that certain allotments should

ment. be used as a hospital for the accommodation of persons requiring
medical and surgical aid. That hospital was then designated as ‘the
SUPPLY BILL said hospital'.

Notwithstanding the contemplated use of the land ‘earmarked’

The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer) obtained leave and by the testator for hospital use, the will also adverted to the possi-
. duced . B.'Il.f Act for th _— f bility either that another public hospital might be established at
introduced a Bill for an Act for the appropriation of MONeY Gaywler, or that the other premises might be provided for ‘the said

from the Consolidated Account for the financial year endingHospital'.

30 June 1995. Read a first time. In the event, it seems that the ‘earmarked’ land (which was in
. . High Street, Gawler) was never used for the hospital. The testator’s
The an. S‘] BAKER: | move: . widow died in 1911, and in the same year the Board of Management
That this Bill be now read a second time. o of the proposed hospital and the trustees decided to sell that property,
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertedd to seek another site. Shortly afterwards two acres of land in East
in Hansardwithout my reading it. Terrace, Gawler were purchased, and this remained the site of the

Hutchinson Hospital.
Leave granted. The trustees continued to hold other land owned by the testator,
In South Australia, the Budget has been traditionally tabledand also purchased further land in Gawler East, some of which was
towards the end of August each year. After allowing for deliberationsised as accommodation for nurses and the Director of Nursing.
by Estimates Committees and debate by Parliament the Appro- The South Australian Health Commission have built a new
priation Act is usually not passed until about November. hospital complex at Gawler which is now completed and was
This year the Government has decided to table the 1995-96fficially opened on 30 October 1994. The patients of the
Budget on 1 June 1995. The tabling in Parliament of the Budget atlutchinson Hospital have now been transferred to the new hospital.
an earlier date offers a number of advantages, foremost among thebhe site for the new hospital is owned by the Commission and will
is the greater certainty which it offers the Government and itgemain vested in the Commission.
agencies at the beginning of each financial year and which should When it became evident that there was to be a new public
in turn assist planning. hospital built at Gawler, but not on the site of the Hutchinson
Other jurisdictions have already begun to introduce their budgetklospital, the trustees of the Thomas Hutchinson Trust took their own
into Parliaments prior to the end of the financial year. For examplelggal advice as to their options. They were advised that the terms of
the Commonwealth Budget for 1994-95 was introduced intathe will do contemplate benefiting any other public hospital which
Parliament during May 1994. might be established in or near Gawler and would enable the trustees
A Supply Bill will still be necessary for the early months of the to apply income from the proceeds of sale of the old Hutchinson
1995-96 year until the Budget has passed through the parliamentaijospital towards the new hospital, but not the proceeds themselves.
stages and received assent. e application the proceeds of sale of the old hospital buildings,
In the absence of SpeC|al arrangements in the form of the Supp ce and for a", towards the cost of the new.hOSpIta| could Only be
Acts, there would be no parliamentary authority for expendituredone pursuant to the authority of the Court; either under section 59b
between the commencement of the new financial year and the da@éthe Trustee Agtor in exercise of the Court's jurisdiction in respect
on which assent is given to the main Appropriation Bill. of charitable trusts. The result can also be achieved by an Act of
The amount being sought under this Bill is $600 million. This is Parliament. - . o
considerably less than the $1.8 billion provided by the Supply Act The Crown Solicitor has confirmed the advice given to the
in 1994. The difference is due primarily to the shorter Supply periodrustees. The terms of the will generally suggest that income, and not
which means that the normal operating expenses of GovernmefigPital, is to be used for the benefit of a public hospital (whether the
which need to be financed until the passing of the Budget are lowefriginal’ hospital or a ‘substituted’ one) and that the trusts of the
than in the past. will would clearly enable and would require the trustees to apply
The shorter Supply period also means that interest payments digFome derived from the proceeds of sale of the existing hospital for
at the end of the first quarter of the 1995-96 year and which werd'€_benefit of the new hospital. _
formerly included as part of the Supply Bill will now be included in | The trustees have requested the passage of an Act of Parliament
the Budget which will be introduced in June. to wind up the trust, sell the trust real estate (with the exception of
The Bill provides for the appropriation of $600 million to enable the residence of the Director of Nursing), realise the investments, and
the Government to continue to provide public services for the earlp€Mit the payment of the proceeds (after payment of debts and
part of 1995-96. iabilities) to the South Australian Health Commission to be applied
towards the cost of the building and commissioning of the new
Clause 1 is formal public Gawler Health Service. The Gawler Health Service wishes to
e — retain the residence of the Director of Nursing.
Clause 2 provides relevant definitions. . In addition, five other trusts have income bequeathed in perpe-
Clause 3 provides for the appropriation of up to $600 million. ity to the Hutchinson Hospital (solely in 3 cases) and to the
Hutchinson Hospital and the Children’s Hospital jointly in 2 cases.
Mr QUIRKE secured the adjournment of the debate. Itis proposed that these trusts also be wound up.

Explanation of Clauses
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This Bill therefore provides that the Thomas Hutchinson Trustoutside the Casino—revolved around whether or not they
be wound up. The trust property which was a residence for thghould be under the purview of the Lotteries Commission.
Director of Nursing will be transferred to the Gawler Health Service, The issue of gaming machines was the basis of an

the remaining trust property will be realised and the net proceeds . - .
after clearing of debts be paid to the South Australian HealtiNteresting debate; it was also a very emotive debate. The

Commission for the purpose of offsetting the cost of building andHouse gave certain powers to the Casino Supervisory
commissioning the Gawler Health Service. Provision is made for th@uthority, namely, that, when a dispute occurs within the
James Commons Trust, John Alfred Dingle Trust, Lydia Helps Trus; ystem, the final arbiter is the Casino Supervisory Authority,

tsoe?\(,eig\é?und up and their proceeds to be paid to the Gawler Healtand that was a sensible decision. This legislation seeks to

Provision is made for the Ann Magarey Trust and the John Potteéxpand the role of that body and we on this side of politics
Trust to be wound up and the net proceeds of the trusts to be paid §upport those measures. There has been considerable debate
equal shares to the Gawler Health Service and to the Women's ang this House about a number of aspects of gaming machine

Children’s Hospital. T - : . . -
Provision is also made for testamentary dispositions which ma£9islation in South Australia. To my mind, this legislation

have been made to the Hutchinson Hospital to be taken to be Will streamline the administration of gaming machines in
disposition in favour of the Gawler Health Service. South Australia and, as a consequence, the Opposition
As required by Standing Orders this hybrid Bill was examinedsupports it.

by a Select Committee of the Legislative Council. . - .
Explanation of Clauses | take this opportunity to ask the Deputy Premier a

Clause 1: Short title guestion | have raised with him on a number of occasions:
This clause is formal. _ what is happening about down licensing the service and, in
Clause 2: Winding up of the Hutchinson Trust his view, will it have some impact on the proposals before the

This clause empowers the trustees of the Thomas Hutchinson Tru ) ; ;
to transfer the former Director of Nursing’s residence to the Gawler'srouse' I the Deputy Premier gives us an adequate report, |

Health Service Incorporated for no consideration, to sell thdnink we can go to the third reading stage.

remainder of the Hutchinson Hospital premises, realise all other

assets, pay all outstanding debts and expenses and pay the netThe Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | thank the
balance to the South Australian Health Commission. Subclause (ghember for Playford for his support in principle for this

provides that the Trust will be taken to have been revoked when th i
transfer referred to above has been registered and the final paymererqpasure' As has been said in the House on a number of

of the net Trust proceeds has been made to the CommissioRCCasions, the introduction of gaming machines was made
Subclause (3) directs the Commission to apply all money receivethore difficult by the lack of centralised control. | pay tribute
under subclause (2) towards the cost of building and equipping thgn the work done by the Liquor Licensing Commission, the
new public hospital in Gawier. Department of State Supply and various other people who

Clause 3: Winding up of the other related Trusts - . - :
This clause empowers the trustees of the trusts established under fR@de it possible from a State Government viewpoint. The

wills of John Potts, James Commons, John Alfred Dingle, LydialSsues were quite profound, and the Liquor Licensing
Helps and Ann Magarey to wind up those trusts and pay the ne€€ommissioner used all his powers in order to get some sanity

proceedS (aﬁer Clearing all debts and ||ab|||t|es) to the Gawler Heamback |nt0 the System When we were Slmply not progressing
Service Incorporated (in the case of those trusts in favour of th‘auickly

Hutchinson Hospital) or to the Women's and Children’s Hospital (in . . . . .

the case of those trusts in favour of the Adelaide Children's We had inordinate problems with gaming machine

Hospital). The trusts are revoked on that payment. manufacturers. There were debates on the IGC—the central-
Clause 4: Certain testamentary dispositions are to benefit thgsed monitoring authority. Some difficulties were coming

Gawler Health Service ;
This clause provides that bequests (whether in existence now or(g;Om the hoteliers, and a whole range of problems were

the future) in favour of the Hutchinson Hospital are to be taken to b&€setting the industry which we managed to accommodate
in favour of the Gawler Health Service Incorporated unless theand deal with, albeit at times by management, and which
testator expressly provided otherwise in the event of the Hutchinsowould not pass the greatest amount of public scrutiny if we

Hospital ceasing to exist. mentioned some of the discussions that took place behind

Mr ATKINSON secured the adjournment of the debate €/0S€d doors. Simply said, we got on with the job.
There were difficulties with machine manufactures to a

GAMING SUPERVISORY AUTHORITY BILL large part which had the capacity to make the introduction of
the machines occur later rather than sooner. Largely we stuck

Adjourned debate on second reading. to the timetable that was laid down when we first came to

(Continued from 24 November. Page 1232.) government, accommodating the needs of the various people

in the system. It was not quick enough for the hoteliers and

Mr QUIRKE (Playford): This Bill is one of two which  too quick for the gaming manufacturers, but at the end of the
we will be debating this afternoon and which seek to makelay we succeeded, despite the various problems that arose.
significant amendments to gaming in South Australia. Théarliament has heard all about those problems, but they are
Opposition supports the thrust and intent of the legislationworthy of reflection, simply to put the point strongly that, if
I will be asking a few questions of the Deputy Premier andwe were devising a system of adequate control, the one that
if | receive satisfactory answers to those questions, we wilvas put in place by the Bill was simply not up to scratch.
proceed effectively to a third reading without a Committee  This Bill is now being put in place in order to address a
stage. My understanding of this legislation, and the Bill thanumber of the issues. In principle, many of the challenges
will follow, is that we are to expand the role of the Casinothat we see now will be different from those which will arise
Supervisory Authority. That newly expanded role will take in the not too distant future. It is important that we have an
over some of the functions that are currently vested in thauthority which can give adequate lead in this industry
Liquor Licensing Commissioner in South Australia. because we must bring all the groups together. Originally we

Members who debated video gaming machines, indeed &ibund that we could not bring everybody together. The Liquor
aspects of gaming machines, would well remember that theicensing Commissioner could issue instructions under his
concerns about the models put up for the control of gamingrief, and the Parliament has been provided with a list of the
machines in South Australia, of whatever type—at leasCommissioner’s responsibilities. As Minister responsible for
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State services, | could make orders of the Department of Statgree with the sentiments expressed by the member for
Supply and, in terms of the IGC, there were grey areas witfPlayford.
which we managed to cope. I will not reflect on what may or may not have been a

Itis my belief, as mentioned by the member for Playford,better result had we not imparted monopoly status on
that we needed to clean it up and not create another authorityiaintenance to Bull but, on reflection, Bull did a superb job
We decided to combine the control on the industry with theof actually getting those machines installed, on line, with a
control on the Casino and rename it the Gaming Supervisominimum of fuss. They really did themselves proud, and the
Authority. Liquor Licensing Commission would reflect that that was one

Members will read with some interest the extent of thepart of the system which worked exceptionally well. Bull was
changes that we envisage in that process. We are leaving tpeofessional in the way it provided the service on time and
Liquor Licensing Commissioner with a number of importantassisted in the process of getting the machines installed. In
powers of scrutiny. Again, we are providing some overallfact, the feedback we got from Bull was probably better than
control of gaming, particularly in relation to gaming ma- that which we got from other parts of the industry. They were
chines and Casino operations. We are not creating anothactually able to direct us to some of the faults that were
authority but strengthening the one that is there and renamirgyising, and in fact we could take action as a result of their
it in the fond belief that the changes that are being impleknowledge. So, my reflection on Bull's performance would
mented will have a profound influence on the industry inbe that | am glad we had them for that very vital period of
future and that we will not have these disparate controintroduction.
mechanisms which could not necessarily be used to our best However, in the future the system must be subject to the
advantage when we were introducing poker machines imarket forces and to active competition so that we get, if you
South Australia. The industry has cooperated to a very largiike, the best result at the right price for those who will be
extent and we certainly have had assistance from the hoteieneficiaries from the system, and we know that there are a
and clubs in relation to the changes that have occurred. number.

I relate to the House that we struck a more recent problem So, from the Government'’s point of view, we have been
with gaming machines and the Aristocrat again failed the testnore than impressed with the extent to which people have
We had a number of gaming machines that had to have sonaelapted and met the challenges. | still have some reservations
of their software replaced, simply because the payout gawehen | think of some of the gaming machine manufacturers
a different reading from the credits shown on the machinesand the fact that problems are still arising that should not be
This was a problem that related to when sums were less thatising at this stage.
$1 on the smaller denomination machines. We should all note that gaming will change over a period

Again, there have to be some changes to about 2 008nd that the machines will become less and less static. | have
machines to ensure that they do the job of informing thenot played any machines here in South Australia, but |
customers exactly how much money they are due and neinderstand that some of them are getting more interactive
having two separate figures showing on the screens. We keépvices that are appealing to the users. From a situation
coming across these small problems, but they keep gettinghere New South Wales was the only State that had gaming
answered and resolved due to the good offices of the Liquanachines and it had very few suppliers, a number of States
Licensing Commission. are now involved and will all be looking for some marginal

There is a lot of sense to this proposal. We have set iadvantage. Therefore, | expect we will find that the machi-
train a clear differentiation of powers. The Liquor Licensingnery, games and technology will change quite dramatically
Commissioner retains very much the same powers as haver the next few years.
previously had. However, if a direction is given, it can now It is important that we keep abreast of those changes and
be reviewed by the Gaming Supervisory Authority. So,that the Gaming Authority acts as a coordinating body on
balance is maintained in the system without clogging it upissues important to the industry. Some challenges will be

In relation to down licensing, the member for Playford hasfaced by those who have ordered machines in good faith and
raised this issue previously with me, and | said during the ladibund that they are not paying. | think that a few are already
debate on this issue that if | had my way we would throw theinding that it is not a win-win scenario for everyone. Some
system open to competitive forces and allow other particiwill find that they do not have the customers supporting them.
pants into the system. Since that time, two things havés we know, the gaming machine business requires a very
happened. One of the companies that complained about tisggnificant investment. Some of the money spent on the
monopoly situation has actually bought the company thamachines is only a small part of the total investment. We have
obtained the monopoly, and | understand that they are ndteard stories of sums of $500 000 and $800 000 being spent
quite as willing to see the industry opened up to competitionsimply to get the—

So, itis one of the great ironies, as the member for Playford Mr Quirke: $1.5 million.
could well recognise. The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Yes, as the honourable member

My advice is that we have a contractual arrangement thaioints out, as much as $1.5 million has been spent on altering
was put in place during the time of his Government whichbuildings to a standard that the operator, hotelier or club
gave Bull exclusive right until September 1996, so a virtualowner believes is appropriate for the sort of venue that he or
three year contract was put in place. It would be my beliefshe would wish to be patronised. We have seen some very
as a Minister who cannot actively interfere in the conduct ofarge investments and the investors have not necessarily been
the industry, given that we are setting up this Gamingewarded by their perception of the demands. A number of
Supervisory Authority, that the gaming authority would establishments will face some difficult circumstances and the
perhaps issue some broad guidelines which were consisteintustry will work its way through those difficulties. There
with the Government’s determination to make Southwill be a more extensive trade in secondhand machines than
Australia the most competitive State in all fields of is happening today, as well as a very significant change in the
endeavour, and that includes gaming machines. | happen toachinery itself.
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It is on that issue that | think the Gaming Supervisorydebt reduction. As a broad principle, the Opposition does not
Authority can be of considerable assistance in ensuring thétave any disagreement with that course, because it was the
when machines are updated or new games are placed on thgproach that the previous Government took with respect to
machines the hoteliers in South Australia get the service dhe State Bank, now BankSA. However, the Opposition does
the right price rather than being captive to the sort of left-ovenot and will not necessarily support every asset sale that
supply situation that we had when the gaming machines weromes before this House. We will view each asset on its own
first introduced into South Australia. merits, and we will investigate the role that that particular

There will be challenges facing the Gaming Supervisonasset plays and will need to play in South Australia in the
Authority. It will continue to carry out its tasks with the future.

Casino, but it will take on the added responsibility of pulling  Our attitude to SGIC will not necessarily be the same as
all these things together inasmuch as players associated wittwill be to other assets, which the Premier mentioned in his
gaming machines are concerned. We believe, as the memistatement today would be up for sale as part of the asset
for Playford has endorsed, that this is an appropriate changeduction strategy either this year or indeed throughout the
and that it will be to the benefit of all people who are eitherwhole of this Parliament. The Opposition will give qualified
players or operators in this area. | thank the member fosupport to this proposal before the House today. We will give

Playford for his support. conditional support on certain issues being examined and
Bill read a second time and taken through its remainingatisfactory explanations being received. The SGIC’s dream
stages. in the 1970s was that it would build some competition into
some pretty uncompetitive insurance practices existing at the
STATUTES AMENDMENT (GAMING time.
SUPERVISION) BILL Atthat time, State insurance offices in several States were
. . deemed absolutely essential. | well remember a large rally,
Adjourned debate on second reading. which | believe took place on North Terrace, against the
(Continued from 24 November. Page 1233.) establishment of a national insurance office, which was being

) . set up for pretty much the same sorts of reasons that SGIC
_Mr QUIRKE (Playford): I will not delay the House on - 5,4 he GIO and other organisations were being set up in the
this issue for any length of time. In essence, this Ieglslatlo§5703 that is, because a large number of uncompetitive

is consequential upon the passage of the previous Bill ang tices had developed in the insurance industry in Australia
although this is not a cognate debate as the member f er many years

Ridley has pointed out, the fact is that these two Bills are In many respects, | think the whole thing is summed up
interrelated, the success of one quite clearly being predicati{q an experience thet | had in 1979. | had received my
Onéhtﬁ suc;cess of the 3the;' (;I’hle ()tﬁpo|_s||t|on sfup{)horts the Billonewal for comprehensive cover, and the premium had not
and therefore we need not delay the Rouse further. changed for some years: from memory, | think it was
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | thank the somewhere between $145 and $150 at that time. Suddenly,
member for Playford for his response. As he quite rightlythe,['.nsu'r]‘:’mce colmp?ny (ihapged handi, there was "JI‘” e}lmalga-
points out, the changes in this Bill are consequential upofl'2 Kt)'n 0 acglf[ﬁ € ol motor INSUrers, V\(’j (t)s%g%r?e;s wi ntﬁt
those involved in the Gaming Supervisory Authority Bill. So, mention, and i Férerﬁlutr;]] Increase ho bi (. 1 rang Tﬁ
we have to amend the Casino, licensing and gaming machin&§MpPany and asked why thereé was such a big increase. 1he

legislation to accommodate those changes, and this Bill dogdmpany said it was because of inflation of ab°‘!‘ 12 per cent
or 14 per cent, and that the real cost of any repair work to my

exactly that. vork

Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining’@" Would now be about 30 per cent dearer. | said, | have

stages. een a rating one driver for a number of years, and | have

never made a claim. It seems to me to be a bit rich that,

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE instead of my premiums going down, which is what one

COMMISSION (PREPARATION FOR would expect even in these inflationary times, the amount

RESTRUCTURING) AMENDMENT BILL should actually go up.’ | was told that, unfortunately, that was
industry practice.

Adjourned debate on second reading. | then rang another insurance company in Adelaide. |

(Continued from 30 November. Page 1315.) informed that company of the type of vehicle | had, a small

four cylinder vehicle. That company asked me to say over the

Mr QUIRKE (Playford): The Opposition gives qualified telephone what I had been quoted by the other company and,
support for this measure. However, we will be raising astupidly, | did so. | said that | had been quoted $207. | was
number of issues on which we require information, and then told that this company'’s policy would cost $254. It was
would imagine that the response in this House may well ba very well known insurance company, which | am sure
different to the response in the Legislative Council shouldvould cover the insurance needs of many members present.
these issues not be addressed adequately. If we go back to fhiiee company said that its premiums were dearer because it
1970s and to the creation of SGIC in South Australia we seayould provide better insurance, it would look after me better,
in essence, a body that performed a duty, and | suspect thsettle my claims much more quickly and make sure that | was
it performed that duty much better then than it has done in thgiven brass handles where there had been plastic ones, but
1990s. In simple terms, | think that in many ways SGIC lostthat it would cost $254.
its way, particularly in the 1980s, and there is much anecdotal | rang the SGIC and informed it of the type of car | had,
evidence to which | think members on both sides of thisand | said what | wanted in terms of excess and all the rest of
Chamber could refer in relation to the changed role of SGICit. The SGIC did not bother to ask me what other companies

In essence, the Government is putting up for sale a numbéad quoted, but said that it would cost me $94. | was
of State assets, the proceeds from which are to be applied impressed by the role that SGIC played in the 1970s not only
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with respect to motor insurance but other types of insuranceertain executive officers in South Australia. The Economic
in South Australia. Sadly, | can relate another story againsind Finance Committee, which | chaired at that time, went
SGIC which happened eight or nine years later when | madeuite ruthlessly through a number of these organisations, and
the only claim that | have ever made. | found that the SGIGn particular SGIC.
with which | had initially contracted some seven or eight In fact, executives of SGIC were called back before the
years earlier definitely had different practices in the 1980scommittee on several occasions. They were called back
One of the reasons for that is that | think it was in the procesbefore the committee because of the adequacy of the
of straying away from much of its core business. information that we were given and because we were told that
As | said earlier, there is a lot of anecdotal evidence abouas soon as they had dealt with the committee they had called
the role of SGIC. | am sure that a number of members present the external consultant and given themselves all a pay rise.
could provide personal stories and those of a number of theihat we found when we investigated that was that some had
constituents, but the point | want to make is that the role ofjiven themselves a pay rise and others unfortunately had not
that particular insurance company in engendering competitioheen so lucky. But, indeed, the remuneration practices of the
in the insurance industry in South Australia is not as relevanBGIC were investigated by the Economic and Finance
now as it was in the 1970s. To my mind, the anti-competitiveCommittee.
practices that existed in the insurance industry in the 1970s A report was made to Parliament on those remuneration
in large part have changed, mainly because of deregulatigiractices. SGIC was also under parliamentary scrutiny
in the Federal sphere, the growth of competition and theegarding the whole question of the 333 Collins Street
education of the customer or client. transaction and, in particular, the role of consultants. Of
The customer, the client, is now pretty choosy about whatourse, what we found was that SGIC, through its various
insurance options are available to him or her. | am sure thairgans, had feathered the nest of quite a few lawyers in
the telephonic contact with insurance companies is novAdelaide, and one firm in particular employed a large number
infinitely greater per policy in Australia than 20 or so yearsof solicitors to deal with SGIC’s business. When | opened the
ago. In terms of the role of SGIC as being one of the ways iffiles | expected to find that a certain legal firm, involving a
which we can deal with some of the key issues out thereyery prominent person who was very prominent in the State
namely, the provision of decent and adequate insurance inBank of South Australia, had received a great deal of work
whole range of different ways and anti-competitive practicesput of it.
that role is now largely redundant. It is my view that SGIC In fact, that was not the case at all. | found that a more
lost its way and was much more intent in the 1980s irestablished firm in South Australia had received millions of
proceeding to a whole range of business arrangements arouddllars worth of work out of SGIC. | am not saying that that
the place which were much less than satisfactory and whicis wrong, but the committee did raise its eyebrows at the time
exposed South Australia to a number of risks that were thand certainly commented in the report about the way SGIC
sorts of risks we should not as a society have taken on. had allowed uncompetitive practices to come in to the
In the 1990s, | do not believe that we have a problem witrselection of consultants, and that consultant fees had eaten up
general competition in the insurance industry. | think therdarge amounts of profits in certain transactions. Of course, the
is clear cut evidence of a range of options out there that werenly money paid to SGIC as a result of 333 Collins Street
not there before. However, if someone said, ‘We need to deavas 90 per cent consumed by consultancies here in South
with the problems of pricing and competitiveness in insurancéustralia—all of which were provided without tender.
products and we are thinking of setting up an insurance When looking at organisations such as this, the Parliament
company,’ | would suggest that the legislative role ofhas a statutory duty—through the committee system and the
Chambers such as this and the Parliament in Canberra is sughestioning procedures—to ensure the taxpayers’ money is
that we need to use our regulatory measures, in much thet wasted and that proper practices are followed. The
same way that | hope the Federal Government deals with tHepposition is very concerned about the parliamentary
problem of banks and account charges by the proper argtrutiny of the transitional phase of SGIC. One would
effective means of parliamentary resolution. If these practicegresume that the Government is going about this business
were to creep into the insurance industry, then the legislativeeriously, and from what the Premier said today the intention
and regulatory frameworks, which are what we are supposed to sell SGIC probably before the end of 1995. There is
to be about in Chambers such as this, should be invoked. some considerable time between now and then, and it is
There are a number of issues in respect of SGIC. The firgiossible that it will take even longer if a sale is not procured
question concerns parliamentary scrutiny. One of thevithin that time frame and, therefore, we on this side of
problems that we see in this measure is that this legislatiopolitics want to know about the level of parliamentary
is an enabling Bill effectively to corporatise SGIC and scrutiny.
prepare it for sale. | am not sure that | have any control over Indeed, when this measure goes through, will it eliminate
when this item will be sold, and it may well be outside thethe role of the Statutory Review Committee, which was set
control of the Deputy Premier and Treasurer. The Deputyp by this Government in the Legislative Council? Will it
Premier and Treasurer no doubt may have a few contacts hestrict the role of the Economic and Finance Committee to
the pipeline who are prepared to make an offer for SGIC—ook at various measures or reports that may come to its
which may be an adequate offer, | do not know. attention as a result of some SGIC deal either past, present or,
Indeed, though, it may be some time before SGIC is soldndeed, in the future, prior to the sale of that agency? The
One of the first questions that emerges in this aspect is thi©pposition is very concerned about parliamentary scrutiny.
in this intervaling period, what parliamentary scrutiny will The Opposition sees the various committees as fulfilling a
exist in respect of SGIC, some of the dealings it will have andrery effective role in terms of parliamentary scrutiny, and we
some of the other things in which Parliament has taken awant to ensure that that is very much the case in the future.
interest? In fact, the Deputy Premier moved a resolution in The Opposition would also like to know where the
this House three or so years ago to investigate the salaries Government is going with SGIC in terms of its head office.
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We understand from the Premier’s statement earlier todagontracts and arrangements, and that could be a satisfactory
and other statements that have been made by the Governmemgy to involve the Parliament in the sale of this asset.
that there will be an attempt to keep the head office in South No doubt the sale of this asset will influence the attitude
Australia. The Opposition fully supports that. Members onof the Opposition in this place and in the other place about the
both sides of politics are well aware that the number of headale of other assets. The Government needs to develop a
offices here in South Australia is somewhat diminishing.parliamentary procedure to deal with these issues as they
Indeed, it would be a tragedy if SGIC were to be totallyemerge. The Premier has indicated that there will be a
consumed and transferred to some other State. SGIC hasiamber of these measures. In fact, this afternoon the sugges-
network out there and a large number of South Australiation was made that within a couple of weeks we in this
clients. At least part of SGIC's success is because peopl@hamber will be debating the matter of the Pipelines
know that its head office is here in Adelaide, South AustraliaAuthority of South Australia. In many respects, the way we
that it is a South Australian entity. When the Governmenteal with SGIC could be a precursor to how the Opposition
examines the various options for the sale of SGIC | hope thatill view the sale of some other assets.
that is one of the key issues considered. We not only wantthe With those remarks, we have detailed our areas of
employment in South Australia but we want this agency taconcern. We wish to have satisfactory answers to these
remain largely in South Australia, to have a South Australiamuestions. When this measure has passed through this House,
identity and, above all, to make sure that we have a Soutthe Opposition will determine its attitude in light of the
Australian head office. answers to the questions raised before we take a final position
Another key issue relates to staffing and issues that flovin the other Chamber. In general we have no problem with the
from that. The successful sale of SGIC will have an impactale of SGIC, because we see that the role of that organisa-
on employment in South Australia. We want that to be aion, as it was in the 1970s, is no longer relevant to South
minimal impact. Certainly, the Opposition would like to see Australia today. Hopefully, the Government will see fit to
a new and invigorated SGIC (or whatever it will be called)give the Opposition adequate answers to these questions so
go forth and employ more people and provide a greatethat we can ensure our constituencies that SGIC is not being
service to South Australia. We want to ensure that the saleemoved just on the basis of some blind ideological move to
process takes these issues on board. In the same way that mgetrict the role of Government in the private sector.
are talking about a South Australian head office, we want to
ensure that there are maximum employment opportunities for Mr LEWIS (Ridley): In this constructive spirit of
South Australians. conciliation, | will not make too much fuss about what | now
The Opposition is somewhat concerned about superannugee as a dramatic change in attitude of the ALP to Govern-
tion obligations, and | take this opportunity to raise thesement enterprises and corporations from what it was at the
issues. At about this time last year, when the Bank of Southeginning of the 1980s, as outlined by the member for
Australia was on the drawing board, the superannuation isstiayford. It is because of the sobering consequences which
affected about 597 State Bank employees. Negotiationisabor Governments around this country and elsewhere in the
occurred between the Government and the union, an#orld have had to endure when they have seen their Govern-
eventually superannuation arrangements were made for thogeent corporations collapse around them, ridden with
people who were all members of the old State Governmerttorruption. Indeed, the Governments themselves have been
superannuation scheme that was closed in 1986. At that tinjgart of that corruption. One has to look only at what happened
| asked how many employees in SGIC were affected, thatisp Western Australia, Victoria, indeed almost anywhere,
how many employees had superannuation with that scheniecluding South Australia, to understand that point. WA Inc.
when SGIC was created. About 12 people at that time lagvas pretty much duplicated in South Australia. Of course, the
year had obligations under the old superannuation define®lLP set out to get profit in the mistaken and greedy belief
benefits scheme. A few more employees would have takethat, if the private sector could run a corporate enterprise,
out superannuation after the closure of the defined benefitben so could the Government, and the Government would
scheme and contributed to State Government superannuatida it eminently better, because it would not have to pay taxes.
prior to Parliament’s closure of the next scheme in 1994. It would simply have that competitive edge in all aspects of
What arrangements are being made for those employee#$ operations in these Government owned enterprises.
What is happening with respect to the general question of On several occasions throughout the 1980s, often to the
superannuation? The Opposition is extending an offer to theonsternation of my colleagues, | warned of those sorts of
Government—and this can be done through existing parliarisks and was either ignored or condemned. | tried to explain
mentary committees on which the Opposition is representeat the time, when | spoke about the necessity for sunset
and on which the Government has a majority, or through théegislation on Government departments and corporations and
Industries Development Committee—to have some input intthe benefits that that would bring in compulsory review on
the sale of SGIC and the contractual arrangements. aregular basis, that it was a waste of the time of members of
| have been a member of the IDC since the last Stat®arliament to be engaged in the scrutiny of departments and
election, and | believe that the committee performs a usefUbovernment corporate agencies in that manner. My attitude
role. A number of the Opposition’s concerns in respect of thevas, ‘If you couldn’t trust them, you shouldn’t appoint them
sale of this asset would be eliminated if the Government usetd the post in the first place, or have the enterprise there.
the IDC or another mechanism to consult the Opposition oWVell, frankly, unless you put temptations out of the reach of
the fine print relative to the sale of this asset. It is obviouslyhuman beings, sooner or later someone somewhere will say,
the Government's right not to do this, as it is not the Opposi-It is not outside the limits of what we can do and perhaps get
tion's role to scrutinise matters such as this. However, hway with; we will do it; and they did, the State Bank and
would suggest that in South Australia we have a good®GIC included.
mechanism—the IDC mechanism—to scrutinise that sale What the member for Playford had to say about the
procedure. In fact, the IDC could have a close look atompetition which SGIC engendered in the insurance market
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was not entirely incorrect, but the same effect could havéake account of historical fact in cyclical fluctuations in
been obtained had the Government set about establishing ararkets or the likely consequences of the necessity for the
insurance ombudsman. It would have been at a hell of a Idtederal Government to intervene to stop the way that things
less risk to the public purse and it would have been a far morevere raving on and raging on at that time, by using either
effective, efficient way of ensuring that cartels and collusiorfiscal policy or some other tool in its policy kitbag to damp

in the marketplace could not arise or, if they did, they woulddown what was happening in the economy. Just because time
be exposed and the offenders prosecuted. That was the statetl passed, prices for everything were rising and valuers
object of the establishment of socialist Government enterprisvere saying that the valuations of real property were rising,
es. One of the other benefits they did not speak about in thend so on. Nothing could have been further from the truth.
course of arguing for Government enterprises as part of thelrhere were no more people in this country doing any more
socialist order was the profit they thought they could get fromwork to create the additional store of value which foolish
them that would enable them, through unfair competition—valuers and other corporate decision makers were ascribing
they thought they would be sure of that profit—to reduce theo their assets and reporting in their financial documents.
necessity to increase taxes. What the foolish dopes did not |t gppalled me; it kept me awake at night worrying about
understand in formulating that policy was that if you gavehe consequences, because | knew that the end result would
that additional latitude to people who were not accountabl@e muych higher levels of unemployment in this economy
and guaranteed the risks they took with taxpayers’ moneyegardiess of the way in which the Government of the day,
they would become administratively irresponsible andither State or Federal, set out finally to address the problem.
profligate, and they did. We now find ourselves in the position of having to fix it.

_ Indeed, SGIC did lose its way. The member for Playfordyhat that will be does not bear contemplation in the course
is quite correct to draw attention to that fact. There is nayf this debate, because this debate is not about economic
k_idding about that. They engaged in false advertising at thﬁolicy: it is about properly disposing of assets which no
time they were already heading in the wrong direction in theilg oyernment anywhere on earth ever needed to own to ensure
annual returns of their balance sheet and profit and losge good government of the people who elected it.
statement, trying to con the people of South Australia into The last point to which | wish to draw attention is the

believing that they had never been dependent on the taxpayers. >
of South Australia for anything, when in fact they aIready?;ﬁérﬁﬂﬁ]??émi:ﬁuﬁ ::sunngt thgg‘t&ih;vﬁ‘gs:a‘j;ar}ﬁesc::ﬁg

knew that they would be asking not just for $100 000 or . . .
$200 000 or $1 million or $2 million or $3 million but tens, measure | am disappointed because that monopoly, too, is not

indeed, hundreds of millions of dollars to come out of the'Ve!l administered. Indeed, as somebody who has had a recent
; nterest in that aspect—and | place that on record—I think it

taxpayers’ pockets through the coffers of our State Treasu?% o
to prop up and cover them for their incompetence. Fo very poorly administered.
whatever reasons they chose to ignore the profession of |go further and criticise the present practice of allowing
actuaries and good actuarial advice and trust their own g@lerical officers to make assessments of the likely pay out
feeling about these matters | will never know. It has not beetvhich the SGIC’s TPIF ought to make to injured parties.
properly documented anywhere, but in my judgment whaf hey are outside the level of their competence. Their
they did was terrible, and the people involved certainlyunderstanding of the subject arises only as a consequence of
deserve the condemnation of us in this Parliament. their experience of paper shuffling in the narrow area in

There is no joy in having a witch-hunt. It will not retrieve Which they have worked over the years. They do not give a
any of the money; we have already examined ways of gettinfig for the feelings of or consequences for the victims and
that back. Our purpose today is to put that behind us, but ndbeir families who have suffered injuries on this State’s roads.
ignore it, and get on with the job of recouping what has nowVhether they are pedestrians or motorists, innocent victims
been put together by the people who have remained and thogl the folk in SGIC who are dealing with those claims do not
who have joined the corporation since that time to put it backeduce the overall cost of settling their claims by using the
on track in the short run, making it fit for sale. To thoseapproach which has been defined by their corporate masters.
people | would say, as | am sure all members of this p|acéthinkthe sooner we are done with them, the better. | do not
would say, they have done an excellent job and they havénd them in any way edifying for the injured people or
done it more especially under the guidance of this Governcompetent to represent the public interest. | know | share with
ment and this Treasurer than in my judgment would otherother members in this place, and probably you, Sir, the view
wise have been the case and was otherwise the case underlﬂh@t the Government has no business in business. The pO”tiCS
previous Treasurer. of business is not the business of politics.

If we want illustrations of the concern that | am express-
ing, as the member for Playford pointed out, we have onlyto The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): This
look at the debacle of 333 Collins Street and the way in whictBill prepares the ground for sale of all or part of the State
the Premier of the day denied that there was any cause f@overnment Insurance Commission, although, | must say, |
concern when questions were asked of him by the membem delighted to hear from the Premier’s statement today that
for Waite, as lead speaker for the Liberal Party on suclthe CTP—the best CTP scheme in this country—uwill not be
matters in those days in Opposition, drawing attention to theffected. | remember that the Hon. Diana Laidlaw in opposi-
concern that had been uncovered by the Opposition at théibn used to constantly threaten that, and it is good to hear
time. that some good sense has prevailed in the Liberal Party

Equally, there is the Myer-Remm Centre and a number o€abinet and Party room. This Bill does not authorise the sale
ill-advised excursions that do not deserve to be referred to aff any part of the SGIC, but it does allow work to proceed
the escapades of merchant adventurers in the corporagfficiently towards privatisation. The member for Playford
marketplace. The risks were a darned sight greater than afas already indicated that the Opposition will not be voting
merchant adventurer would ever contemplate. They did naigainst the passage of this Bill.
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However, in not opposing the passage of this legislation, The Auditor-General had to advise the Government to
| certainly put the Government on notice that the Oppositiorobserve due diligence and pointed out the acute dangers of
will be scrutinising extremely closely each and every sale ofthe Premier’s approach in his, the Auditor-General’s, latest
significant public assets and each and every scheme fannual report. Let us remember that the Premier, in that deal
outsourcing of various public services. The Premier todaypetween him and the EDS, is the same Premier who, in
claimed a full and unqualified mandate for the asset sal®pposition, made and announced a deal with IBM. Recently
program, and certainly the Government was elected promighe Premier advised the House that the EDS deal would not
ing not just the sale of SGIC and the Central Linen Servicde brought forward in the form of legislation for decision by
but also some other State assets: certainly it mentioned tharliament. Again, we stress the need for proper accountabili-
Entertainment Centre. But, the new Government, the formelly and proper scrutiny.

Opposition, was also elected promising greater accountabili- To take just one more example, the Health Minister’s
ty. The Liberal policy statement on Parliament in Novemberoriginal proposal for outsourcing of the Modbury Hospital to
1993 stressed: Healthscope would have cost taxpayers about twice the

The role of State Parliament should be enhanced to improv@mount than h,ad the upgr:’:\de beer‘ carried out by the public
representation of the people and to make the Government moR€ctor, borrowing at SAFA' lower interest rates. _
accountable to the people through Parliament. The ownership and sale of this State’s public assets is too
We heard a lot from the Liberals in opposition complaining'mportam an issue to be handled as if it were of concern only

about the alleged lack of accountability concerning statutor® cr?nserr:tlng fa%ult;. These ahre not ass%tﬁ to be disposed of
authorities, so let us make sure, as we consider it from aft the whim of the Premier: they are public assets, voters

Opposition point of view on a case-by-case basis, that ther&SelS: laxpayers’ assets, the State’s assets. Certainly they are
is absolute scrutiny of the sale process at the committee lev: ot the prerogative, without proper scrutiny, of the Premier,

. e Tr rer or a narrow rie of ideol :
The member for Playford has already indicated tha e Treasurer or a narrow coterie of ideologues

o . —— There will be no support from the Opposition for asset
perhaps the IDC, or other existing committees of th'ssales or contracting out of public services that are not the

Parliament, should be empowered to ensure proper SCrutiy, ;o o+ of hroper scrutiny. That is the bottom line. We are
and accountability of the process. That is why today Iy ohared 1o listen on a case by case basis, but there must be
mention the tender process in terms of a_nother. Insuran oper scrutiny by Parliament. That is what this Premier
matter—the outsourcing of WorkCover claims to insuranc romised at the last election. That is not what we have seen

companies. We must ensure that there is absolutely is Premier do over EDS and IBM. That is what he promised
suspicion of favouritism towards mates or to those whg t the last election and what we will be insisting upon

donate money to political Parties. The most rigorous stand- We are offering support in a bipartisan way, as | know the

ards must be applied. There must be no interference with tl’Beputy Premier is keen to acknowledge when he speaks. |

tender process. _ know that he will also be interested in spelling out which
A number of insurance compames—;uch as AAMI, C.E.committees of this Parliament can be used to ensure proper
Heath, CIC Insurance, Commercial Union, Manufacturersscrytiny of the sale of public assets. The public cannot be
Mutual, Mercantile Mutual, QBE and Sun Alliance—have assyred of the integrity and benefit of large decisions of
each given substantial donations to the Liberal Party, and ongp|ic assets that have not passed the test of parliamentary
could only presume that insurance companies do not makg:rtiny, and only by doing this can the public be confident

donations just for the sake of it. There must be absolutely ngyat they will not be the losers from some great South
suspicion of any meddling in the tender process. That hagstralian fire sale.

never been the case in this State; it must never be allowed to \ye will be seeking an assurance from the Premier and his

be the case. That is why it is important that, first, there iSrreasyrer that procedures will be put in place to allow the
Federal legislation that lays down thqse sorts of donation roper scrutiny by Parliament of asset sales and outsourcing
because they must be seen and put in place, and, Seco”%Yoposals, whilst of course ensuring proper commercial
when we hear—and | understand very reliably—that &gnfigentiality, because that is something the IDC has done
number of those insurance companies are currently in thﬁ]agniﬁcenﬂy_ There were a couple of exceptions seven or
tender process, that that tender process be absolutely abqy@ht years ago, but largely the IDC has performed its role
board. There can be absolutely no suspicion of any favouritigorously and with integrity. Members of Parliament are
ism concerning that process. entrusted by the electors of South Australia to decide these
In terms of the preparation for restructuring the SGIC, wessues in the public interest, and to do so both sides of
are saying that there must be a genuine, accountable, profearliament need to have access to the information that will
scrutiny of the process of both tendering and the sale of Statdlow them to understand the costs and benefits of each
assets and outsourcing. That is certainly how we will bgproposal. Nothing less will do if the Parliament is to keep
proceeding. We want to ensure that this Government ifaith with the people of South Australia in the operation and
genuinely committed to what it said before the last electionsale of their assets. | know that you, Mr Speaker, have a
to parliamentary accountability in this area. The EDS deal opersonal view of the importance of Parliament in this type of
outsourcing of data processing—the largest such deal iprocess.
Australia—was certainly a litany of unaccountable practices In conclusion, we are raising issues demanding proper
by this Government; it was an arrangement which was agreestrutiny and accountability. We would like to see the Deputy
almost privately between the Premier and EDS from whictPremier coming to see us, and we will talk to him about how
the Treasury was excluded and which, the Centre for SAve can lay down in future a process for ensuring the scrutiny
Economic Studies says in a suppressed document, can ordy'this Parliament on the sale of major public assets.
save at best one fifth of the savings claimed by the Premier
and possibly costing the taxpayer more than the current MrFOLEY (Hart): |rise in support of this Bill. In doing
arrangements. so, | am quite free to lend what support and advice | can to
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the Deputy Premier and Treasurer who already has had to Mr FOLEY: | need some defence from members
acknowledge— opposite, Sir. The Opposition has been constructive in
The Hon. S.J. Baker: The weight is getting heavier! relation to the State Bank and the SGIC. In fact, if anything,
Mr FOLEY: | think it was many months ago that my we have been critical of the Government for not moving
colleague the member for Playford and | suggested that thguickly enough in bringing about the sale of the State Bank.
SGIC and the State Bank of South Australia would not beClearly, itis on the agenda, and the Opposition will support
sold via a public float. The Treasurer—and | do not mean thighat. As we have always said, a trade sale would be the best
by direct criticism—was about 18 months behind the timeoption; a float simply would not work. At the end of the day,
prior to the last election when he was advocating a publi¢he value will not be what | believe the Government has
float. Perhaps in the excitement before the election th&ctored into its $500 million asset sales program. It needs to
Treasurer did not think that process through properly. A floabe acknowledged and noted that that $500 million asset sales
was never going to work for the State Bank, and | do no#rogram will fall well short of that. I think that the Treasurer
believe it would work for the SGIC. has factored in some figures upwards of the $200 million
Mr Quirke: In fact, it was buy one, get one free! mark and | simply do not believe that that will be achieved.

Mr FOLEY: | must say that my lack of affection for the ! 100k forward to seeing how the Treasurer works his way

SGIC is well known, so | will temper my comments to make through that.
sure that this is a constructive contribution, not simply an  However, whatever value the Government gets for the sale

exercise in venting one’s spleen. Itis important for this Stat@f the SGIC, it is about a debt reduction strategy, and that
that we continue the process of tidying up what has been $8/€ value should not go to funding the Government's
very unfortunate period of time with both the State Bank and€current budget. The Government has been very strong on
SGIC, in respect of both of which the work that was done byadvice to former Governments about that.
the former Labor Government in its final years to clean up The Hon. S.J. Baker interjecting:
what had become a mess needs to be acknowledged. Indeed Mr FOLEY: | come— _
I think acknowledgment should be given to the role of the The Hon. J.W. Olsen:After 10 years in Government you
former Premier, the Hon. Lynn Arnold, and the presenthave the absolute hide to stand up in this Parliament and say
member for Giles, as they went about cleaning up the medbat.
and turning around both institutions so that they would be in  Mr FOLEY: Mr Speaker, | am shocked.
a position that this Government could sell and sell at some The Hon. S.J. Baker interjecting:
value. Mr FOLEY: | was elected to this Parliament only 14
I do not mean to labour that point. Obviously membergMonths ago, and itis a bit rich for members opposite and the
opposite would perhaps have other views, but it is importantormer Leader of the Opposition to accuse me of anything |
to acknowledge that quite a lot of work was done in the 1id in Government—I have never served in a Government.
months leading up to the last State election to get SGIC inth@M Simply saying—
some shape and form and trading profitability that made ita M Quirke interjecting: ) ‘
worthwhile entity to sell. This Government has simply carried. Mr FOLEY: As | have said repeatedly: ‘Had they
that on. listened . .’ The problem was that no-one listened to me.
Itis interesting to note that, in the pre-election hype and Tvlity to one side—and members opposite can getin their
sometime shortly thereafter, the Premier and Treasurer weFtEeap kicks—I impress on the Treasurer that the Government
talking figures of $250 million. | even remember the learnedsoU!d take the money off the debt and not put it towards
scholar and economic commentator in this State, Profess§fcurrent expenditure or use it to plug holes in the budget.
Cliff Walsh, also stating that the SGIC had a value of $250 The issue of accountability is very important. The Leader

million. | know the member for Playford shares my views. | °f theé Opposition made a very important point about
am not too sure where Cliff gets some of his ﬁgures_we”’accountablllty. This Government was elected with a mandate

I do know where he gets them from—but to think the SGICOf acpountability and it has dgmo_nstrat(_ad little of it. The EDS
was worth some $250 million was in the extreme end off€al is agood_example to bring into this House. Clearly, the
hopeful. | suspect that at the end of the day the State Gover vork of the Mlnlster for Infras.tructure and how he handles
ment will get well under $100 million from the sale of the (e outsourcing of the EWS will be another example. We are
SGIC. Indeed, perhaps it may get half of that. Then again, &MPly saying that these are big decisions and they require
the end of the day, is this necessarily an exercise in wantin countability to the Parhament. There are examples of issues
to raise revenue or is it an exercise in simply wanting to takd'at Were not brought to this Parliament, and we have seen the
off— outcome of that.

Of course, once the SGIC is corporatised it is important
that between the period of corporatisation and the period of
sale a committee of this Parliament—be it the Statutory
Authorities Review Committee, the Economic and Finance
a{;ommittee or whatever—has a role in ensuring that that

corporation continues to provide accountability to this
Parliament. | support the Bill.
Mr Clarke interjecting:

Mr Quirke: We'll be happy to give them advice on the
sale price.

Mr FOLEY: As the Deputy Premier knows—he seeks my
counsel quite often. | still find myself in the old role of
having to advise Government Ministers. | should not say th
publicly. My colleagues may frown upon my—

Mr Clarke interjecting:

Mr FOLEY: | will ignore that comment from the member

for Ross Smith. | have lost my train of thought. The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): The Deputy
The SPEAKER: Order! Interjections are out of order. | eader can voice his thoughts any time he likes, but | am not
Mr Quirke: We were offering to help them— sure that they would be edifying to the Parliament. | was
Mr FOLEY: That is right. impressed with the comments of the member for Playford,

Members interjecting: who outlined the Opposition’s case quite clearly. He listed the
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areas in which the Opposition wants to be convinced that theeligiously. For the honourable member opposite to talk about
Government is in fact being accountable, looking after stafbur taking the sales proceeds off the debt, | can only say that
properly and approaching the sales process in an appropriate are dedicated to the course | have mentioned.

fashion. I was quite impressed with the debate to that stage. An honourable member interjecting:

However, the Leader of the Opposition then came in and it The Hon. S.J. BAKER: We have actually written it into

all fell apart. | got lectured by the Leader on what we shoulghe documents. That is different from the sort of carry-on we
be doing. We have set standards and we are pursuing thoggve in Canberra where the proceeds from large asset sales
standards very diligently. I do not believe that there has beegre simply being shovelled into the budget. We can look at

any case to date where the Opposition can find great faultneyw South Wales and Victoria and see the same sort of
The Opposition might not like outcomes; it might wish processes.

that we not do certain things in the way we are doing them,

i Mr Foley interjecting:
but there has never been greater accountability than that .
which we have exercised. | point out the sheer arrogance of The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The Feds do have debt, but they

. hovelling it into the budget process rather than separating
the Leader of the Opposition: he was part of the former Labofi"€ SfX . - .
Government; he was the confidante of and the person closdkt! think that debt is about $13 billion directly, and the

to former Premier John Bannon. If anyone could haye-ountry owes about $180 billion on its own behalf. So there

stopped the slippery slide with the former State Bank and® @n opportunity to separate the budget process from the

SGIC, he could have, but he was more interested in hiding th%Sset sales process. The issue .Of how we were to use the
oney was satisfied when we laid down the budget. There

truth. Not only when the bank was going down the tube an . tion. We said. ‘W t qoing to affect
SGIC was making very flawed decisions, but also through thiyas No equivocation. e.sa', , Yveare not going to atiect our
ecurrent revenue situation.’ | believe that that goes against

whole period from 1982 onwards, the now Leader of th : N X .
Opposition had an indelible effect on the processes o e grain of absolute accountability: by putting asset sales in

Government, and the outcomes are there for everyone Wth recurrent revenue you create a su_rplus that i.S not
see—and ev:eryone on the other side understands that. Sustainable—and we are all about having a sustainable

The Leader of the Opposition is the last remaining vestig%érgrl_us eogfer ;gf'g?grre)sl?e{g .ﬁ?rr]'gg'e ;-S?;fa?agﬁethgﬁt% u Iltaer
of the former Government in the front ranks of the Opposi-; ="' w ot eal Il Y particu
ime; we are interested in the underlying deficit. That means

tion, and he played a major role not only in the destructio hat you have to take off the abnormals, see the position and
of his own Party in parliamentary terms but also in the demlséay truthfully to the people of South Australia what that

of this State. If he is going to lecture me on how accountabl - o
I should be, | suggest that he go back through the recordl‘,nderly'_ng position Is. ) )
which is there for everyone to see. The maintenance of power That is the way we are handling this. The budget papers
was the only proposition that the now Leader of the Oppositeflect our dedication to revealing to South Australians
tion was willing to countenance. He did not care abouXactly whatdeficitis being incurred and what the underlying
accountability or responsibility: he was more interested irfieficit is. The underlying deficit is coming down. By 1997-98
enjoying the fruits of power and retaining power than he wadVe will have a budget—in t_he non-commermal_sector not just
in exercising it in a responsible fashion. So, | hope it is théh€ budget sector—that will break even and, in fact, make a
last lecture | get from the Leader of the Opposition, becausgMall surplus. Depending on our other agencies in the
| get pretty angry when | hear that tripe coming out of hiscommercial sector, if there are any borrowings—and there are
mouth. His statement ‘Come and see us to see how it is donB0t & lot at the moment—and the needs of our Government
defies description. When the member for Playford, who is &@ding enterprises, we should have a zero borrowing
very constructive member of this House, outlined hisSituation. That is |n'1portant'b.ecause we vylll not then add to
response to the Bill— the debt through either deficits or borrowings.

Mr Clarke interjecting: | hope that everyone is clear on the fact that the Govern-

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Actually, the member for menthas said, ‘We will separate asset sales from the budget
Playford would do a better job as Deputy Leader, and | anfProcess. We will account for them separately. They will
sure that most members opposite would recognise that tafect the debt; they will not affect the budget position.’ That
displays a particular talent inasmuch as he does a deal affithe first point. The second issue concerns the relevance of
sticks to it, and in fact has the carriage of something that i@sset sales. | understand the Opposition’s saying that there is
sensible rather than involving himself in the sort of carry-onsense in selling the SGIC as there is in selling the Bank of
we see at the level of Leader and Deputy Leader. | believ@outh Australia, and as | presume there is in selling the
that that is the mark of effective members of this ParliamentPipelines Authority, but that we should not treat this as a
their capacity to carry the sentiment of their own Party agomplete acceptance of asset sales. | would be the last one to
well as to understand that there are responsibilities iccept that the Opposition had taken this issue that far.
assisting the processes of Government. There has been reflection about the SGIC and its unfortu-

I will go through a number of items that were raised by thenate past. It has had an indelible impact on the budget as well
member for Playford. | was fascinated by his contribution, inas on the people of South Australia. If we look at the cost of
which he said, ‘We want the sales proceeds to come off theot only 333 Collins Street but the way in which the CTP
debt.’ The budget documents were there for every person ifund was handled, which required a State Government bail-
this Parliament to scrutinise—and the whole of Southout, and at the continuing costs of holding 333 Collins Street,
Australia, Australia and the Federal Parliament couldve see that we have a bill for assistance by the Government
scrutinise them—and they indicated that we were the onlpf over $400 million. That is a huge cost when it is recog-
Government in the whole of Australia that was dedicated tmised that the current net assets of the organisation are about
taking sales proceeds off the debt rather than making the®95 million. As the honourable member points out, the SGIC
part of the budget process. It is in the budget documents; did stray from its core business and some terrible decisions
is part of our forward estimates, and we have stuck to thawere taken. Unfortunately, those decisions were endorsed by
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the Government of the day and signed by the then Premig¢hat there should be intervention. In fact, any intervention
and Treasurer. during this process could be to the detriment of everybody
In terms of parliamentary scrutiny of SGIC, the processconcerned; we do not need extra players. | as Minister of the
that we are following is laid down. | mentioned today duringday will not play an active part in the process. Therefore,
Question Time the three stages of the process. Clearly we air@roducing other people who have to be satisfied in the
telling everyone exactly what are our intentions at each stagarocess could lead to great detriment to the ultimate outcome.
of the process, so that people are aware of all the ingredientscannot see that there is a part to be played there, but if there
| can provide further information to the Opposition, if it needsis some information which is required on any part of the
it, on all the subsets associated with those three stages, aptbcess then | am more than happy to brief the member for
| am sure | can get a briefing from the Asset Managemen®layford on such matters at any time he wishes.
Task Force. Questions have been raised about the head office and the
When a point is reached in the process, | as a Ministestaffing. The Government has said that the sale of SGIC has
walk away from the process so that there is no ministerialo be accompanied by economic development in South
influence at all, to the point where the Asset ManagemenAustralia. We would all wish that we keep some decision
Task Force has evaluated the bids and then a recommendatimaking capacity in the State, of which we have lost so much
is made to Government. It is up to the Government to eithein the past 20 years. We would also wish that we can retain
accept or reject. Again, there will not be anything calledthe staff that we have there at the moment, and those matters
mateship. The Treasurer does not have any mates—noneaae obviously part of the tapestry, if you like, of SGIC and
all. will play a part in negotiations on the sale.
Members interjecting: The member for Playford will be pleased to know, in
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | do not know whether there is relation to the superannuation obligations, that the case in
anything less than zero, but if there is | think | inherited thatrelation to SGIC is similar to the State Bank. Quite frankly,
negative factor since coming to Government. Let us be cleal:was appalled that employees could have access to two sets
itis a straightforward process. If anybody wishes to criticiseof redundancy arrangements. That matter has been satisfied
or question it | am more than happy to answer those quedy enterprise bargaining without my involvement, apart from
tions. | am more than happy to give briefings if there is anyraising the matter initially. The Finance Services Union
concern about any parts of the process. It is up to thé¢FSU) has done a deal with SGIC. It has some broad
Government to stay away from the process. We have sea@onsistencies with the Bank of South Australia, and it seems
what happened in New South Wales and Victoria throughio have gone exceptionally smoothly. It has been satisfied
political interference. Itis my intention to let the profession-now, and everybody seems to be happy with the outcome. |
als do the job, to ensure that the rules are clearly set befokeve not had any feedback from any employees to say that
that job starts and to make sure that, on the way through, theey are dissatisfied. If the member for Playford wishes
check list of all things that have to be answered is satisfiefurther information on that matter, | will be only too pleased
so that, by the time that sale takes place, everybody bub provide a briefing.
everybody is aware that it has been fair. What we have seen The Leader of the Opposition alluded to the EDS deal and
in this State are a number of elements of unfairness that hatke fact that the lack of accountability was his suggestion. On
arisen as a result of political interference. | will not getall these so-called deals—they are not deals; they are simply
involved in the processes; | will simply ensure that theprofessionally contracted—we would hope that we get it 100
processes are followed and followed strictly, and we have ger cent right on all occasions. The Auditor-General has been
professional team to do that. involved with the EDS deal from the very beginning. The
The issue of salaries was mentioned, and | agree: how cakuditor-General is receiving regular briefings on all matters
you pay salaries like they were paying when their underlyindhandled by the Asset Management Task Force. We are
liabilities were increasing massively—and, of course, thekeeping the Auditor-General fully conversant with what we
people were not earning the money they were getting? It waare doing and answering any questions.
not as though the salaries were high in national terms for an If the Auditor-General has a difficulty with any of the
operation of this size. It is a fact that there were people therprocesses, they will be communicated to the organisation and,
who were being paid to make losses, and that is somethingpviously, to the Minister in the process. At this stage, |
that | have some difficulty accepting. As we have been toldelieve nothing has been raised by the Auditor-General which
previously, the salaries have been positioned in the lowenas meant a change in the way we are doing things. Certainly,
quartile and that means that the people in those positions hatlee Auditor-General’'s greater concern is the volume of paper
to perform to the requirements of the board, and | havéhat is coming across his desk and his capacity to handle it,
received information about those. One would also understan@ther than any concern about the process whatsoever. |
that, during this sales process, in order to keep the organisbelieve that is the most accountable we can be in what
tion together some consideration has to be given to employeverybody would recognise is a very sensitive process.
ees to ensure that we do not have a departure of talent from | assure the Parliament that it will be as clean and as
SGIC which could reduce its capacity to perform in thetransparent as is humanly possible, to the point that | will be
marketplace in its new form. an absolute stickler in ensuring that, at the end of the day,
With regard to the suggestion of statutory review by thenothing occurs that | cannot be proud of. If it comes within
Economic and Finance Committee, | am not aware of whatny decision-making power, | assure the Parliament that the
part it would play in the process. As far as the CTP Fund iglecisions taken will be in the best interests of this State and
concerned there will be a continuing regulatory process ithe whole process will be continually subject to the scrutiny
place for the setting of premiums, as there has been in thef the Auditor-General. If any members opposite wish to have
past. That will not change. The Government will own thebriefings at any time, | will be more than happy to accommo-
CTP Fund and allow the buyer to manage it. Beyond thatlate them. The comment was made that | suggested that
point I do not believe, given the processes we are followingSGIC was worth $250 million. | have never said that—
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Mr Foley interjecting: CONSENT TO MEDICAL TREATMENT AND
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: If the honourable member looks PALLIATIVE CARE BILL
at the record, he will see that | never said that. One or two ) )
journalists have made some deductions— Adjourned debate on second reading.

Mr Foley interjecting: (Continued from 1 December. Page 1398.)

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | have papers that | wrote before - wapE (Elder): 1 support the Bill. I am of the view
the 1993 election. | put on it a sum between $100 million andp ¢ questions, clarifications and modifications are best

$150 million before the 1993 election. Itis hardly— addressed in the Committee stage, and | will leave most of
Mr Foley interjecting: my comments until then. | will make some general comments
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: No, | do not think that the about the Bill and why it is necessary, even though we
honourable member understood all of the component partgjready have in force the Natural Death Act 1983. Let us be
because | was the only one who had the component parts. Atear about one fact: it is the right of any competent person
the honourable member would recognise, there was a lot @ver the age of 18 years to refuse any medical or surgical
speculation in respect of its worth. Before the 1993 electiontreatment proffered to them. No Act of Parliament does or
in my assets sales program, | gave it a value of abowhould interfere with this right. The Natural Death Act states
$125 million, because | thought that was all we could managéhat a person above the age of 18 may give a direction before
to receive for SGIC at the time. People have to be sensiblevo witnesses, on a prescribed form, not to be subjected to
about these things. In fact, according to the last report the neitraordinary measures in the event of his or her suffering
value is $90 million to $100 million. That is the asset valuefrom a terminal iliness. However, the Natural Death Act has
put down there. Then you have to look at goodwill anda couple of major problems that the Bill seeks to address.
SGIC’s other attractions to potential buyers in terms of The current Act is virtually unknown to both the public
market positioning. You have to put a huge weighting on thaand medical professionals. An education program may fix
value to get up to $250 million, and | can assure memberthis little problem, but it does leave some other major flaws
that | never suggested that SGIC is worth— with the Natural Death Act that must be addressed. This Act
Mr Foley interjecting: addresses refusal of life prolonging treatment when death is

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | am forever amazed that people imminent and unavoidable. It does not preclude a dying or

who have standing in the financial community make assesS€rious!y ill person being subjected to harmful or useless

ments which are inconsistent with reality. The issue of staffréaiment because death is not seen as imminent, and death

is an important one. We would wish to compliment the staff'S S€én as avoidable, or at Iegst delayed, due to the prpvision
who have had difficulties being involved in an organisation®f SUch treatment. The practical problems of there being no

which, as the member for Playford suggested, had a great de%nf[ral register of people’s directions and the diffi(_:ulty of
of relevance during the 1970s. However, in terms of being 4nding such a document amongst personal possessions make

Government authority, the need for that authority hadn€ @pplication of this Act unworkable.
diminished dramatically. The palliative care Bill seeks to address these and other

It would have been appropriate if we could have ui,[issues. The Bill is in three parts. The first part deals with the
pprop AUt yefinitions and objects of the Act. | refer members to

iglrcem ?Sﬁfnfgﬂﬁtr%%tﬁ\éeefﬁr%mﬁicﬁsts ' 333&@23%2‘:2 ause 3(a)(ii). With regard to this clause, the member for
gep 9 P lizabeth stated that she is at odds with the Bill, that she

share behind it to withstand the vagaries of the Changm%elieves a 16 year old should be able to make anticipatory
fortunes in the marketplace and to enable it to stand on it

. T decisions about medical treatment. Of course, to anticipate
ﬂmﬁ,ﬁ? fgfetc.)g/l/i%rz?;efr;?t tfﬁgegalegthotfhz;té :tclljaitslogier:wnigizﬁ;g% to foresee and t_ake care of in advance. lam surprised that
dramatically t_he member for Elizabeth—a high school principal in another

’ . .. life—should suggest that the average 16 year old is capable

In terms of working through SGIC, some of the decisionsy foreseeing future events in a mature adult manner and of
are coming back to haunt us. We are still working them outiaking action to take care of such possible eventualities.
because it takes time to get r|_d of the past. We are cleansing | have dealt with hundreds of girls and boys of that age
SGIC to make sure that it is appropriate for sale. ONgoyp. | can assure the member for Elizabeth that they
question not raised is the issue of what happens to th§yerstand the eventuality of death, but none | have met
Government guarantee. That is being handled, and the,y pelieves that it will ever happen to them. They believe
member for Playford might want a briefing on that. We aréy, 4t anyone over 25 is over the hill and should be put out to
working up a protocol that will give people comfort t0 naq1re. Their future stretches out before them in a long road,
continue their patronage of SGIC, particularly in the life area g thejr immediate concerns centre around what they will
and where they have long-standing debentures. We afg, 1oday and what they will do tomorrow. Most do not even
working through an arrangement to give them comfort. Thaj g,y what careers they should be planning for themselves.
covers that issue. For the honourable member to suggest that these children are

On all fronts we hope that, if we have not found thecapable of making anticipatory decisions regarding future
answers already, we are addressing all the issues that Wedical treatment to be applied in a terminal phase of a
think are appropriate. | can assure members that we are doip@ssible future injury or disease of a terminal nature is
everything in our power to ensure the successful sale of SGl{aherently absurd.
so that it is to the benefit of South Australians and all SGIC  There is a very real distinction between consenting to
employees. | commend this transitionary Bill to theimmediate medical treatment and giving a direction in
Parliament. advance. An emotional and cognitive maturity is required in

Bill read a second time and taken through its remainindhe latter situation that is not required in the consent for
stages. immediate medical treatment. | agree that such maturity can
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be evident in many of the teenagers under 18 who suffer hospice. Nursing homes do not fit into this triangle.
terminal .i”neSS. | _have also found that the support and Hospices are on|y now penetrating into nursing homesto
compassion of family members has always been towards thive them much needed resources and equipment for effective
alleviation of the pain and suffering of their sibling. The palliative care. More and more people are going into nursing
clause takes in a wider net than this small group, and we mugiomes which do not have the trained staff, the resources or
address the whole. the backing of the Federal Government to cater for the
The second part of the Bill deals with the appointment ofincreasing numbers of people who require palliative care.
a medical agent with the power to make decisions on behalf The Bill is the result of an immense amount of effort and
of another person. Of note is division 6, which requires agood will by persons dedicated to the relief of pain and
register of directions and medical powers of attorney to bguffering. The Bill maintains the rights of individuals to make
established by the Minister, an activity sadly lacking in thedecisions about their immediate and future medical treatment.
present Act. Clause 10(4)(a) specifically restricts a decisioffhijs is a commonsense and caring Bill that touches at the
of a medical agent to fulfil the wishes of a person only whermeart of our innermost desire for the sunset of our lives to be
the person or grantor is in the terminal phase of a terminalignified and pain free. It is vital that we never lose sight of
illness. | must say that | harbour some concerns about th@e increasing needs of palliative care agencies, and we must
phase ‘of a terminal phase of a terminal illness’; itis one thabe forever vigilant to ensure that such agencies are not
may come back to haunt us. However, the judgment oflevalued. | conclude with a quotation from Sheila Cassidy’s
whether a person is in such a phase cannot be legislatelgook Sharing the Darknessn which she said:
regulated or restricted by this Parliament. We must place our Everyone is afraid of pain, and well they may be, because it saps
faith with the medical profession in determining whenthe strength and crowds the consciousness until the person is
someone is in this phase. It is a profession that will need toverwhelmed and wishes simply for death.
draw upon its many decades of experience to apply thiget us in this Parliament take the first steps to end that pain.
phrase humanely to a very real person. Part 3, division 2 of
the Bill covers the care of people who are dying. This part P
would be of most concern to the majority of the population MrBUCKBY (Light):
who are following this Bill's passage through both Houses

| agree with the member for Elder
that a number of issues are highlighted in this Bill. When we
face the prospect of death, | am sure that many of us consider
" and hope that we will go quickly, quietly and painlessly, but
[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m ] that does not always happen. It is a matter of planning for that
) ] in advance that this Bill is trying to do, and not only that but
Mr WADE: Before the dinner ad]ournment | was in the treatment of children as well.
discussing part 3, divigion 2 qf the BiII,'Which covers the care Afriend of mine has been diagnosed as having a terminal
of people who are dying. This part will be of most conceémcancer—tumour of the brain and also lung cancer, all in one
to the majority of the population who are following _th|s Blll’s_ hit. I know that he is going through the thought process,
passage thrpugh both Houses. Of all the social securityyhat will happen to me when | get to the stage when | am
regions of this State, my area of Edwardstown has the mog, |onger in control of my faculties and abilities, and what

citizens receiving aged pensions. There are over 11 400 fiy happen to my standard of life when the body degenerates
them in the electorate; perhaps itis Elder by name and eldgg g,ch 5 stage that decisions have to be made whether life

by nature. The Bill before this House lays the foundation forﬁpport systems are continued?’ | feel very sorry for him. |

those who would desire the terminal phase of a termingfagine that it is a particularly disturbing process to go
iliness to be a pain-free and dignified period of one’s life,inrough, having been given a time limit on his life and at that

when nature can take its course withogt intrusive medic tage having to try to plan for what will happen when the evil
treatment that would merely prolong life in a moribund stateday comes and prior to that when he loses his faculties.

Witho_ut any r_eal prospect of recovery. Palliative care i_s MOre “This Bjll looks at planning for that by giving consent to
than just legislation; it is compassionate people caring foL,other member of the family, or a person over the age of 16
those who are dying, and fewer of these people are dying ars, with whom you would be comfortable and have
home. People are living longer and more are outliving theiggtigence in to carry out your desires when you reach the
families and friends. stage of being unable to make those decisions for yourself.
Many of the ‘old old" have no money and no homes. Two-That is why it is particularly important that this Bill be
thirds of nursing home admissions come straight fronpassed. A number of issues have now come to light about
hospitals. Three quarters of these people are females with Rehich we must make decisions. They have been around for
partner alive and most of these are between 80 and 90 yeaisiumber of years and decisions on them have been put off.
old. One nursing home estimated that 14 per cent of thegd@any arguments have been presented and the majority of
admissions die within four weeks and 40 cent die within fourpeople who have lobbied us, as parliamentarians, have now
months. These people are viewed by the nursing staff homgme to agreement on most issues contained in this Bill. To
quite naturally as being in the terminal phase of a terminaiy knowledge, agreement has been reached in all but a few
illness. Nursing homes are not geared to provide anythingreas but, of course, you will never please all of the people
above the minimum standards of care. They have limitecll of the time.
nursing hours available for those ‘old old’ people who are  As | said earlier, this Bill also addresses the treatment of
terminally ill. For example, the State funded hospices aIIocatgersons under the age of 18 years—whether they can go to
6.5 hours per resident per day in nursing care. Our Federgldoctor on their own behalf, without their parents’ know-
Government, which funds nursing homes, supplies only 2.3gdge, and receive treatment for whatever ailment or area of
hours per resident per day. medical health they wish to discuss, and that is important.
Nursing homes are not fully aware of available resourcedylany teenagers under 18 years of age live away from home
because the accepted network is the home, the hospital ahgl themselves in units. They have their own jobs and, as a
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result, they do not have a great deal of contact with theidamaged in the operation. My friend might have come out of
parents and make their own decisions day-by-day. So, it ithe operation with all his faculties but virtually unable to
unrealistic, in many cases, to expect them to say to theimove his arms and legs. He could have come out of the
parents, ‘I want to talk about contraception’, or whatever, aneperation with a normal physical body but be unable to speak
then to ask for their parents’ consent to discuss that with theior think.

doctor. Young people these days are far more mature and far My friend and | discussed this on many occasions and he
more aware of the issues. As prescribed in this Bill, a persogecided that he was not prepared to take that risk. He believed
over the age of 16 should be able to make that decision ahat he had a certain amount of life left and that he would live
their own volition. it to the fullest, until the tumour overtook him and eventually
The Bill also covers emergency treatment and exactlkilled him. Over the years while | was with my friend, | could
what will be done should an emergency arise. | can see thsee how the tumor slowly affected him more and more.
need for representation of a person who may be in a life oEventually, his fits became so bad that he had to give up his
death situation. | can think of situations, such as roagrofession. He then stayed at home and became, | suppose,
accidents, where people are concussed and decisions havetbouse dad. However, his condition deteriorated until he
be made. Someone has to take the responsibility; this Bipent more time in the hospital, and eventually he never left
covers that situation and allows that person to take responshe hospital. But he did not die immediately.
bility without any recourse afterwards. For instance, with | yisited the hospital regularly and we walked around and
respect to the issue of organ donation, it may be that respongiiked. Sometimes when | went to the hospital he was in
bility for that decision could be given to a family member of jntensive care, having taken another fit. After about five
a friend if the patient had not made it beforehand. months, he could no longer talk. He was fed with a drip and
As the member for Elder said, a large number of people did not recognise his wife, his children or me when we
are now in nursing homes, and that is increasing as oygent to visit him. For some four months he lay in the hospital
population becomes more independent. Years ago parenfge this, and to have a friend as he was to me and not be able
were either looked after at home or cared for by other familyg go anything for him was heart breaking.

members, whereas now the movement is toward nursing The end result was that my friend died, and thereafter |

homes and e!derly centre villages. As we know, IDrGdidion?ound that, from the time that he gave up work until he was
are that we will !:ave at%!nqrea3|nglpumber of eld(fetrly pe?lfl%dmitted to hospital, he had arranged his own funeral and had
In our community, SO this ISSU€ Will arise more often I ey, 4 i atfairs in order so that when he did finally lapse into

future. As m?dica' researph conti.nues and life is prglonge. n unconscious state he knew, | suppose, that everything was
as the faculties are lost, increasingly harder decisions wi lace. He did not leave anyt,hing for his, wife. his children
have to be made as to what stage someone else takes OVepiqne to’ do '

make the decisions that need to be made. That is something .
I know how close my friend and | were, and | have no

that will continue to occur in future. With those few words, doubt that if this Bill had df | ldh
| support the Bill, which fills a gap that has existed in ourbOu na Ih' IS Id al passef otturyear?Nahgo l";ﬁ.uk b avke
community for some time, and the Minister should beP€€N g'Ven Nis meaical power ot attorney. hen 1 think back,
: o I think how wonderful it would have been for me to be able
commended on introducing it. ; . -
to end the suffering and to give advice or tell the doctors

Mr BASS (Florey): This Bill has created quite a bit of €xactly what my friend wanted. | know it would have
debate from both sides of the House. Having listened intentighortened his life, but he had no quality of life in his last four
to most of the debate and reading the Bill, | had SOmé’norjths. He lay there with no reaction. He cyd not know his
concerns about 16 years being the age at which a person cinily, and we knew there was no hope for him. I would have
make his or her own decision. However, after conductin ad no hesitation to act with the medical power of attorney
some research | found that it is the age at present and thaf1gd it been given to me. It would not have given me pleasure,
has created no problems. When we look at legislation suchut | have would have been glad to help my friend finish his
as this, we see that it is very good if we can refer to someSuffering. There was no chance that he would ever survive,
thing that has happened in our lives that would have made 30 it Was not a matter of making a decision or being scared
change to the way in which things were handled. | hark bac®f making the wrong decision, but | know it would have been
to a happening in my life that resulted in my losing one of mythe correct decision to help my friend leave this world.
best friends. | do not intend to give any names, but | willgo It is funny how things come again to haunt one. On 5
through what happened in this case. November last year, | was at my brother's house and we

My friend was a businessman and’ some 15 years ago, W@CEiVGd a phone call that my 74 year old father had fallen
became acquainted through his profession and mine. Over through the skylight of his garage. | do not know why a 74
years he became a very good friend of my family and | of hisyear old man would be on the garage roof but, knowing my
Back in the early 1980s he was diagnosed as having a brafather, | should understand why. He had fallen through the
tumour, and for some years he continued to work in higoof and split open his skull from the left eye socket to the
profession, notwithstanding that gradually the brain tumoupase of his skull. He had broken his back in three places and
affected him not mentally but physically. It caused him tohad also broken his cheekbone.
suffer from periodic fits that came on at any time. Originally ~ They live in the country and he was going to be brought
it was sometimes months between each fit, but gradually, @8 Adelaide by ambulance. My brother and | went to the
the tumour got worse, the fits became more prevalent. MRoyal Adelaide Hospital, and at about 4.30 p.m. or perhaps
friend had good medical advice in relation to this tumour ancearlier—3.30—the ambulance arrived. There was my father,
was informed that he could have an operation, but that thergtill conscious, sitting up in the back of the ambulance. His
would be no guarantee that the tumour would be totallyeyes were nearly closed, but he was talking to my sister and
removed and, even if it was, there was no guarantee that thee also spoke to us. He entered the Royal Adelaide Hospital
part of the brain in which the tumour was located might beand the specialists came to the family and told us that there
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was no chance that my father would live through the nightmany people in the wider community would like to see made
In fact, they said that he had no right to survive the fall.  but in which they personally do not want to be involved for
My father went through the operation and was then takewbvious reasons. | do not wish to go into the technicalities of
to the intensive care ward of the hospital, where he lay for 1he Bill, because there is already plenty of information on that
days, and on several occasions we were told quite openly lBspect irHansardfrom both this House and the Legislative
the doctors that my father would not survive. My five Council.
brothers and I, my two sisters and my mother openly One of the things that | found to be of great benefit to me
discussed the concerns we had for my father. He was 74 relation to this Bill was the opportunity to talk openly to
active, a former motorcycle rider, an engineer—he wasny constituents right across my electorate about their feelings
everything. The fact that at 74 he was on the roof of his shetegarding the general thrust of the legislation. Also, | was
cleaning the skylight showed how active he was. We openlgelighted to be able to talk with the Minister for Health,
discussed our concern that my father might have suffered redichael Armitage, who was prepared to give us plenty of
mental injury as a result of that fall. All of us agreed thattime in discussing issues arising from the Bill. The fact that
there was no way that we wanted him to go on if he werdghe Hon. Michael Armitage has been a doctor helps people
going to be in an unconscious state, supported by machindike me to form an opinion, as he has experience in these
with no quality of life. situations. | also spoke to other people in the medical
At this stage | digress a little and compliment not only thefraternity, including nurses. It was interesting to note that, of
Meningie Hospital, which first looked after my father, but the people to whom I spoke, it was mainly nurses who were
also the St John Ambulance people who transported him, theery keen to see this Bill passed. In fact, some of them said
emergency people in the Royal Adelaide Hospital, the stafthat the Bill should go further, but I will not enter into that
in the intensive care and high dependency wards and, finallglebate tonight. | spoke to quite a number of nurses and nearly
those in the neurology ward for the superb effort they madeall of them said that the quicker we could get this Bill through
I cannot speak highly enough of those professionals in thd®arliament the better, and that if we did not believe in this
hospital. Bill we should work with them and experience first hand
However, my father defeated all the odds and is now at thevhat they see.
Julia Farr Centre. He is walking, talking and has no long-term  Living in a country community, you get pretty close to
problems. He has lost a bit of weight (about 30 kilograms—people. | had the experience of two of my friends having
and | can think of better ways to lose weight) and is havingerminal cancer, and | spent a considerable amount of time
trouble getting his strength back, but he is now starting tovith one of those friends in particular in the last few months
complain that he does not want to be in the centre; he wantf his life. It was very sad to see the sort of agony he was in
to be at home. | am very lucky that my father went throughand to see the pressures that his family was under, and the
that trauma and has recovered his mental faculties and h@ly real reaction he could give me when | visited him was
health. | have no doubt that in another four or five weeks ha glint in the eye.
will be sent home and, provided he does not climb on the roof  Luckily, I knew him well enough to be able still to receive
again, he will have quite a long life. the message that he put forward by virtue of that glint but, if
There was no way that my family or | could have donethat person were alive today and we were discussing this Bill,
anything if my father had been in a mental state, with no hopé know that, with his lateral thinking, he would be a great
for his future, no quality of life and nothing we could do. supporter of it, because he was an energetic person, one who
When this Bill is passed | am sure that my family and | will had a lot of time for his community, who believed in life and
seriously consider ensuring that we leave a medical power ¢fertainly did not want to have to go through what he encount-
attorney so that none of us will be left in that physical stateered during the last three months of a terminal iliness.
of just lying there and being nothing. It is of interest also in this debate to look at all the
We have all had wonderful lives and no-one wants to se#formation across the board. There has been good solid
a loved one finish up lying in a hospital bed and beingargument on both sides from those who oppose the Bill and
supported by machines. | believe that this Bill is a goodthe many who are in favour of it. If you read the information
measure that will go a long way towards resolving thosdrom SACOSS, the Action for Children, the Palliative Care
problems. It has been a long time getting here, but it willCouncil, the Council on the Ageing, etc., you will see that a
solve many of the problems faced by members of familiedot of information was contributed and thought and interest
and people who have close friends. | did not know whetheput into the Bill by a great number of people. In fact, one of
I would have the courage to make a decision if | ever had tghe frustrations that many of them put forward to me was the
discuss with medical people the fact that someone | lovefact that it has taken four years to get this Bill to the pointin
may not want to go on in their current state. However, aftethe Parliament where it will probably become a reality.
losing my friend | knew that, if that situation were ever to  They asked me why it was that an issue such as this,
arise again and | had the opportunity to make a decision, Whilst it is sensitive, should have to go on for four years
would always be able to make it. Also, after the unfortunatdefore someone finally completes what, by and large, those
accident in which my roof-climbing father was involved, | people and | believe the community has been asking for for
know that | could always make that decision if it were in thesome time. The other thing we must remember is that doctors
interests of someone whom | loved. | support the Bill. are very responsible people. None of us would want to see
catastrophic decisions made concerning someone who may
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): With the member for  be able to return to reasonable health or to any form of health,
Florey, | support this Bill, which | am delighted to see we but on the other hand we must have confidence in our
finally have before the House after many years of debate andedical practitioners. | believe that that issue is also covered
deliberation. It is obviously not easy for any member ofin this Bill.
Parliament to consider this Bill, but the factis that fromtime | am interested to put on record some of the discussions
to time we must bite the bullet and make decisions whicthat | have had with young people. We all know what the Bill
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contains regarding people aged 16 and over, but young peopierminal iliness; whether there is adequate provision of such
have said to me that they believe that, by the time they get teervices; whether there is sufficient public and professional
about the age of 16, they will know enough about life andawareness of the Natural Death Act and, if not, what meas-
their own self-interest to be able to make decisions abouires should be taken to overcome any deficiency; to what
consent, etc. and about what they would like to happen textent, if any, community attitudes towards death and dying
them if something unforeseen occurred. | think those mattensiay be changing and to what extent, if any, the law relating
have been addressed responsibly in the Bill. Mostimportante dying needs to be drafted or amended.

ly, if we put ourselves in the position of friends who have had - The second interim report and a draft Bill were tabled, and
a terminal illness, of which most of us have probably hadhen three months were allowed for formal responses to the
experience from time to time, in the clear light of day mostgjj| to be received. Thirty-one responses were received and
of us would agree that an opportunity such as this gives us thgey were overwhelmingly supportive of the Bill. In all, the
chance to save our family from an unnecessary burden. I, fQfg|ect committee met 38 times. It received 300 written and 31
one, would not want to put any extra pressure on my wife opra| submissions. As well, community meetings and surveys
children than was absolutely necessary when they wefgere undertaken. Then, on 10 November 1992, the Bill and
already going through enough difficulty with a spouse in ae final report incorporating the responses were tabled. | also

terminal situation. _ o acknowledge an excerpt from the second interim report of the
So, in essence, as | said at the beginning, | support th€slect committee. It reads:

Bill. I do not want to go into the technicalities of it, because

o ; In 1988 South Australia became the first State in the Common-
itwill only drag on the issue. | look forward to the vote, and wealth to set up a chair in palliative care at Flinders University. The

I commend all people who have had input, particularly thosenintment of Professor lan Maddocks was a recognition of how

on both sides of the equation who have spent time Ofature the discipline has become and how important the develop-
research, putting pen to paper and writing to members to pument of these services are as a part of the general delivery of health
forward their point of view in order to help us to make this care services in a growing and compassionate community.

legislation the best we can taking all argument into considerrpelieve without doubt that it is this commitment to palliative
ation. | therefore support the Bill. care and our teachings in the area that provided the basic

) fundamentals for the select committee in 1991. Since then,
_Ms GREIG (Reynell): | also want to give my supportto nq four years later, we will finally bring to fruition the
this Bill. Like many others | want to see the speedy passaggyrefylly engineered endeavours of a great many people
through this Parliament of this Bill, which has enjoyed four |4 med in this field—people who have worked with, lived

years of very careful consideration. | have read many,ih and/or supported the many patients in need of palliative
submissions and debates on this issue, and | note that so

of the more recent correspondence has placed a strong
emphasis on the earlier parliamentary select committee’
Report on the Law and Practice Relating to Death and Dyingé
A lot of work went into consultation on this Bill and, even
though it has been claimed that particular issues have n
been addressed, | believe that what we have is a Bill th
gives consumers some power to choose how they wish to
cared for as they approach death.

I know a number of nursing staff who are anxiously
awaiting this Bill to be passed to assist them in their role a
support for people facing death, and the families and friend
who also suffer in the process. | think it is important to
acknowledge the role of our nursing staff and to ensure th
they have the protection and support that a Consent t
Medical Treatment and Palliative Care Act could give for
their day-to-day duties. | also take the opportunity to | do notwantto hang on. I have had a really good life and it is
compliment the select committee members on the hours dhished now.

work putinto the Report on the Law and Practice Relating torne Hon, Gordon Bruce passed away on 9 January 1995. For
Death and Dying. This report opened up communication linegim death was a relief, releasing him from many months of
throughout our community and created much debate, bul5in For a family, the loss of a husband, a father, and in
mostimportantly it brought together the many health workerg;orgon's case, a grandfather, is a sad loss and a loss that is
and other disciplines, including the clergy, anaesthetistgyeyer easy to cope with. Gordon Bruce also said:
people involved in caring for those who are dying and the ]
growing numbers of the public who seek opportunities to When | am ready to go | want to die. | do not want doctors to
know more about palliative care. The Bill presents a broad"/o"d itand save me.
approach in addressing the interests of the community.  This is a very strong and very true statement from a man
The Select Committee of the House of Assembly on the&oming to terms with his iliness. | believe we all have an
Law and Practice Relating to Death and Dying was estabsbligation to help people who are terminally ill to die with
lished on 13 December 1991. The terms of reference of theignity and with the least possible pain and distress. Legisla-
committee were to examine the extent to which both theive reform to support palliative care will help to achieve this,
health services and the present law provided adequate optioasd in doing so will also help those who are bereaved to deal
for dying with dignity; whether there is sufficient public and more positively with their grief. The practice of palliative
professional awareness of pain relief and palliative careare should be encouraged and supported by law. People who
available to patients facing severe, prolonged pain in are dying have a right to be protected.

| also pay a tribute to a man of great courage, the late Hon.
ordon Bruce, who in a media interview of 29 October
stressed his desire to be able to die with dignity. The Hon.
&ordon Bruce was diagnosed in March last year with motor
eurone disease. He told his doctors that he did not want
les cut in his throat to help him breath or to be kept
permanently on a life support machine. Gordon Bruce, who
retired at the December 1993 election, thought at the time that
e had a pleasant retirement ahead but less than a year after
ge retired he had to come to terms with the fact that he was
ying. Prior to his death, when he spoke to Auvertiser he
oke not only so that more people would become aware of
is disease but so that more people would talk about the
ISsues relating to death and dying. In the interview he said:
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Mr ANDREW (Chaffey): This is the first Bill that has general principle of patient autonomy and the fact that since
come to me as a member of this House as a matter df983 we have had the Natural Death Act in South Australia,
conscience. Because of this, it is undoubtedly an importarwhich gives us the right at common law to refuse medical
and significant Bill, and | have attempted to give it sometreatment, we also have the right to make decisions about
special attention and time. | am very pleased that it has forcesuch treatment. | believe that it is a reasonable and logical
me to think through the whole range of both moral andconsequence that we be able to register treatment directions;
Christian beliefs, and it has undoubtedly forced me to ddhat is, that we be able to make a clear statement of our
some greater soul-searching. While one never intends to takéshes in advance in the event of not being able to do so in
any Bill in this place lightly, the more | read the deeper Ithe future.
would have to say | became in trying to understand the This can be done by a person completing the prescribed
ramifications and the implications of the different aspects oform as set out in schedule 2. As to other circumstances that
this legislation. are specifically defined in the final phase of terminal iliness,

While | have not, as part of this assessment and evalypossibly a vegetative state or incapacity, a person will have
ation, gone through the personal experience of having tthe right to express their wish as to the medical treatment they
directly make some of the decisions that currently can be alo or do not receive. | believe the act of completing and
are taken by family members in relation to a family memberregistering the form is unlikely to be done lightly. | would
who is in a dying state, | have attempted over the past fewexpect it to be a conscious choice by individuals, particularly
months to read the background to this Bill, including thethose with a Christian outlook who specifically would not
select committee reports. Although | cannot say | have reathke up that right. | am comfortable with that choice. | respect
all the contributions made in another place, particularlytheir option and right because some people have indicated to
during the last Parliament, as members would appreciate ouare that that would be their personal choice and interpretation
mailboxes, particularly towards the end of last year, weref their Christian belief in that they would not want to make
certainly not short on contributions from many communitya positive or active determination on their final future.
groups and individuals in terms of their very deep concerns, Certainly, | do not believe that these powers should be
views and feelings in respect of this Bill. available to people under the age of 18 years, as that age is

Over and above this, | have attempted to consult widelyxonsistent with the age of majority and those adult rights
in the electorate and have had some very deep and persomralrrently bestowed on people who at that age we formally
conversations with a number of electors who have beerecognise as adult. | refer to clause 8(11) and the medical
interested to talk about the issues in this Bill. | have alsgower of attorney. After considering the issues involved in
spoken with my family and friends, who have imparted arespect of advance directives, and again supporting the
number of personal experiences in relation to death angrinciple of patient autonomy, | support the concept of
dying, and particularly caring for the dying. In addition, medical power of attorney. If a person decides to make that
family and friends in the medical and nursing fraternity havechoice, that person will inherently and seriously consider
been pleased to offer their comments and input with respetheir own values and beliefs and be aware of the responsibili-
to the ramifications of the Bill. ties they are conferring in that power of medical attorney.

I must admit | have found this evaluation process interest- | am aware that there has been significant debate on how
ing, and it was rewarding to rationalise my conscience witlthe powers conferred must be exercised, and | refer to clause
the different aspects of the Bill. I admit | have learnt much8(8) and the idea that the powers conferred must be exercised
more about the care of the dying and hospice care thaim the best interests of the patient. | support the argument that
historically 1 have had any personal experience with. Myit should not be an objective standard, that is, clause 8(8)
conclusion at this second reading stage of the Bill is that should not be amended because the subclause includes the
support the general thrust and principle of the Bill. | condi-words ‘. . . inwhat the agent genuinely believes to be the best
tionally support the Bill's second reading as | do have soménterests of the guarantor'. If this is not allowed to happenin
general concerns. | will reserve my final decision on the Billthis manner, it opens the door for third parties to have undue
until after the Committee stage, when | expect a number ohfluence on the decision. That could create a dilemma for
amendments to be moved. medical practitioners and other professionals and ultimately

| accept, in principle, the widely held public and com- could be detrimental to the patient’'s rights in respect of
munity view that was reflected in the reports by the selectreatment. The agent’s decision could be under greater
committee into the law and practice relating to death angbressure in the knowledge that the decision could ultimately
dying, which is the provision of good palliative care measurede challenged, and undoubtedly the patient would not be
aimed at maintaining and improving the comfort and dignityquestioned if the patient had given the direction personally.
of a dying patient, rather than extraordinary measures, sudhsee this as being consistent with the transferring of the
as medical treatment, which the patient would find intrusivepatient’s discretion in the same way to other parties and other
burdensome or futile. | agree that we, as a community and asterests. In other words, other parties and other interests
a society, do need to show a greater responsibility andhould not measure or question the discretion that has been
obligation to those who are terminally ill and allow them to conveyed.
die with what they believe, wish or hope is both dignity and  With respect to medical treatment for children, that is also
a minimum of pain and distress. appropriate. In a personal sense, and as a parent, | would

As adequately and appropriately outlined by many of myalways expect to be directly involved in such application of
colleagues in this place already, this Bill formally addressesnedical treatment to my children, although | understand and
a number of areas. For example, medical directives imcknowledge that there are different circumstances that in
advance, consent to treatment, medical power of attornepractice may need to be considered. For example, there are
treatment of children, emergency treatment, duty to explaiparents who are not physically able to be present or available
and care of the dying. In the time available this evening I willin the case of an emergency and perhaps in other cases; and
attempt to touch briefly on some of those. Accepting thd acknowledge that parents may not be directly involved or
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perhaps they may have abdicated some parental responsibitiis stage | feel reasonably comfortable that that definition by
ty. | acknowledge that all aspects of society need to bgrecedent will be adequate and suitable.

encompassed in the Bill if possible. | am concerned that | acknowledge the tremendous amount of work on this Bill
parents’ natural rights could be overridden, and | believe thathat has been put in by the select committees over some time.
the consent of parents or guardians should be the first consdrdcknowledge and recognise the input that has been made by
in all cases. However, | assume that it would be most unusuall members in this Chamber, and particularly at length and
and most unlikely that a parent’s decision in the best interesia significantly more detail, because of the time allowed and
of the child would not be consistent with the best ethical oithe time available, by members in another House. In recog-
medical practice. Nevertheless, we should not generallygising and acknowledging that input, | am confident and
condone a reduction of parental rights over children. comfortable that, as this Bill progresses through Committee,

Regarding medical practice, | believe the Bill incorporates? fair and reasonable outcome will be achieved. | am pleased
community attitudes towards consent to medical treatmerif support the second reading of this Bill.
with respect to medical procedures requiring a duty to explain . . .
and a right to inform consent. They are complex issues, and Mr LEWIS (Ridley): To my mind, what we have just
values, beliefs and religious practices must be acknowledggifard from the member for Chaffey has been a well reasoned,
on part of both the patient and the doctor. With respect to car@€ll researched and well argued proposition from which most
of the dying, when a patient's life enters that phase a&fuswould have difficuity walking away. He has pointed out
described in clause 17 of the Bill as a terminal phase of ¥/here the difficulties arise in the existing practice, where the
terminal illness, with no real prospect of recovery, as the BilRMbiguities arise in the existing law and the way in which the
provides, | accept that, in the absence of an expression to tiEOPOsed legislation proposes to deal with that. This Bill
contrary, there is no duty to use life sustaining measures §€€KS t0 clear up the ambiguities that exist in the current
they would only prolong that dying state and, importantly,praCt'Ce and law and put beyo_nd doubt those things vyh_lch are
from this, such action is not a cause of death under curreftot acceptable and which will be regarded as homicide, as
State law. That is an important issue that members need to GPOSed to those things which are acceptable and which

reminded of. Although the period of a terminal phase of gould in no way be 'c'onstrueq as homipiqle. It defines in well
terminal illness is likely to be elastic, it is definite enough for'®@soned and codified fashion the distinction between the

me to be used in conjunction with the confidence | have ifwo. I share his concern about the lack of definition in a few
medical practitioners supervising palliative care to put théinor aspects of the Bill. | ha}ve I.|stened and will continue to
needs of the patient first, in terms of their dignity, comfort isten to the reasoned contributions from other members of
and minimising their pain and distress. the Chamber about the measure before us.

| support the inclusion of the saving provision under | say glso at the outset that personal things | have_sa|d_|n
clause 18. This is very important. | support its necessity tthe past in the House in previous debates about the direction

. : . the law ought to go are things from which I do not resile. |
g?l? dsg;gnr?c!¥;nd zgn(;aciggc?rtléa:IIlot\jveclfgﬁtlkt\grri]g:gjljtw;ir:gi%peak with some feeling about personal experiences | have
pport, ' Ef;fad, not the least of which was the one that was improperly

| also believe firmly that the two issues of the care of theq%ublicised, and | will not go over that again. | would add to

dying and the associated mechanisms that are proposed in #&, . over. 1y saying that | have personally confronted the
Bill must be seen as mutually exclusive from the distinct

roactive intent of euthanasia. | know some argue differentl))O rospect and consequences of death on many occasions, and
p . ) 9 not without some measure of uncertainty about what to do,
However, | believe that the two must not be allowed to

but always the feelings of discomfort and intense pain and the

formally mesh nor must the Bill either be seen to provide, of rospect of great adversity have nonetheless been subservient
by default to imply, that euthanasia is some natural or Ioglcif

alternative or an option to progress to from what is offere 0 the determination to live.
in this Bill P prog That said, let me now address the kind of framework

] ) o ] through which very skilful drafting has put this whole
My main concern with this Bill rests with clauses 17(2) gifficult area of the law into a context that makes it possible

and 8(7)(b), which refer to the ability to remove eitherfoy ys to debate it sensibly and then explain it to the wider

hydration or nutrition from a person in a persistent vegetativg ommunity in a well reasoned and unemotional fashion. Itis

and non-persistent vegetative state, even though in somg, that basis that | therefore wish to pursue the subject in the
interpretations that may be a non-dying state, and thgamainder of my remarks about it.

authorisation of an agent to have that power. I will look with  \we have set out for us the clear objects of the Bill in

interest in terms of how this progresses in Committee. I not@|ayse 3, and it is to ensure that people over the age of 16,
that there is no definition in the Bill with respect to persistentyhoever and wherever they may be, may freely decide for
vegetative state, but | acknowledge from the Bland case qhemselves on an informed basis, instance by instance
1992, in the determination from Sir Thomas Bingham, thatyhether or not to undergo medical treatment. That is moment
there was an accepted precedent that effectively gave a usew moment, not allowing people aged between 16 and 18 to
and appropriate definition that can be interpreted and is likelyjg|egate decisions that may be relevant to their future well-
to be used by future courts if necessary. | will quote from thabeing. Only people who are over 18 may delegate decisions
as follows: about future consequences of medical treatment. That is
The medical witness in this case includes some of the outstandif@ecause 18 is regarded as the age at which people these days
authorities in the country on this condition. All are agreed on theachieve the capacity to exercise adult responsibility. | have
diagnosis. All are agreed on the prognosis, also, that there is no hopg, difficulty with that. We must remember that this Bill is
of any improvement or recovery. about palliative care, when people are confronted with either
With that determination, on the understanding that there isf two sets of conditions.
absolutely no ability to recover, even though as | indicated it  The first instance is where they suffer from some patho-
can be argued that the individual is in a non-dying state, dbgical condition, that is, where their body is diseased by
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some external element that has taken over and the functiohglon’t want to go on living. And Sir Mark Oliphant, a
of the body in one or more forms are abnormal and lead to éormer Governor of this State, was in that frame of mind at
deterioration of function overall to the point where death willone time, although he happily acknowledges now that it
be the ultimate consequence unless that process is arrestaduld have been wrong for anyone to have listened to him
if it can be. That is pathology. and provided him with the means in law to take his own life.
The other major group of circumstances that any person It is about ensuring that people live for as long as it is
may experience is trauma, which is not disease, but rathepossible for life to continue and for divine providence to
according to our dictionary definition, ‘of, or from wounds’ allow that to occur. So, we find a definition in division 2 that
which can and, indeed, is unpleasant emotionally andhe terminal phase of a terminal illness’ is included but, as
something which can be and is so devastating as to cause te member for Chaffey observed, the words ‘persistent
condition of shock in the body or any of its parts such as to/egetative state’ are not defined, and that is the only ambigui-
disrupt the normal function of the whole. That is, injuries. ty and difficulty | have with this aspect of the legislation. The
Therefore, it is either disease or trauma in which we wouldN€aning is not clear. ‘Persistent vegetative state’ is a
find ourselves contemplating the application of the law as wéubjective assessment that must be made by someone. One
seek to define it in this legislation. | trust that members byassumes that there would have to be total agreement between
this time will have understood that I, too, support the generall people in the agency offering palliative care and medical
thrust of this legislation. | do not and will not accept that it treatment that there was no prospect of recovery. | would
is legitimate for any of us to decide when body and soufope that would be the case, though I can find no other
should part company. As a religious man, | believe thagXpression of that wish in law. o )
decision should be beyond the province of human beings and We find also that there is a definition relating to the
ought to be left to divine providence. As informed peopleProvision of medical power of attorney and the circumstances
who have developed the science of medicine and the knovd Which that can be exercised. The Bill clearly points out that
ledge of being able to apply that science to relieve sufferingt does not authorise the agent provided with that power to
whether it is suffering that comes from trauma or SufferingI'EfUSE naturgl provision or naturql administration of food and
that comes from pathology, we do not in any of thosewater, and it does not authquse the agent to refuse to
circumstances have the right to say when life should end. admml_ster drugs to relieve pain or_dlstress, and it does not
As law makers, however, we have the right and theduthorise the agent to refuse medical treatment that would

responsibility to define when it is proper for a person to sayfeSL.“t. in the indiyidual’s regaining. the capacity to make
‘If this happens to me, | no longer wish for intrusive activity decisions about his or her own medical treatment, unless the

to continue to keep the biological definition of life alight in 9rantor is in the terminal phase of a terminal iliness.
my body. | no longer wish to be subject to that artificial So, on those grounds | am satisfied about the veracity and

circumstance.’ Elsewhere in my remarks | will explicitly Professionalism that must be exercised by those who are

relate that to the Bill. Notwithstanding those remarks, claus@r0viding palliative care as authorised through this legisla-
3 points out: tion. That does not exist in the present law. It is altogether too

with broper standards. to beople who are dving and to brote subjective. Too much of the decision is left to the discretion

them from nEedFi)caI treatment’thagis iﬁtrusive, burd)éngome angfutik(aaf the 'r.]d.Mduals Whp are supervising, or the individual who
) ) ~ 15 providing the palliative care to someone so affected by
If people are not conscious and capable of making a decisiafieir injuries (in trauma), or the disease from which they
for themselves at that moment, but envisage that it is possiblg,ffer (the pathology to which they have been subject), in
that their future life could be dependent Upo_n a decision beingeciding what should or should not be done in the interests
made for those three factors to be taken into account, theyf that patient. The law therefore enables us to define the
may give medical powers of attorney to someone else Wheitference between compassionate regard for the interests of
will act as their agent and make decisions for them. | cannghe individual and allowing divine providence to decide the
think of anything more compassionate and reasonable: it doggoment at which body and soul part rather than taking some
not intervene to end life. My support for this measure is N0gonclusive step to bring that moment forward in a way which
because of any belief that | have about the need for voluntang ynnatural.
euthanasia. In fact, the contrary is the case: | am flatly So, in order to ensure that there is no abuse of the agent's
opposed to that proposition, as | have already explained. decision, the Bill provides that where there is time the

In no circumstances should any one human being or grougupreme Court may hear, as expeditiously as possible, an
of human beings seek to take the life of another, as is the cas@plication from a medical practitioner or any person who,
at present in Holland. It is not really the Dutch law: it is a in the opinion of the Supreme Court, has a proper interest in
libertine interpretation of the law in Holland that allows this the exercise of the powers conferred by the medical power of
to happen, and no-one has the guts to do anything else abattorney and, in so doing, review the decision of the medical
it at present. | am not in favour of that approach and | am noagent and, if necessary, reverse it after that review. | am well
in favour of voluntary euthanasia in any form. | am stronglysatisfied by that provision. | am equally satisfied by the
in favour of supporting life while there is hope. provisions to be found in Division 5 of Part Il about medical

I am strongly in favour, though, of allowing individuals treatment, although | am willing to listen to argument from
to decide that, if there is no hope, and if they are in theany member in Committee about those matters.
terminal phase of a terminal illness or condition, they have | believe that Part Il of this Bill provides us with the
the power to say, ‘No more.” As a member of Scott’s team irmeans by which we will have relieved the burdensome
the Antarctica said, ‘Sufficient is enough’, and he let go andesponsibility on doctors, in that it leaves the doctor with the
fellinto the crevasse. That is the sort of thing that needs to beesponsibility to explain to a patient, so far as it is practical
borne in mind when we contemplate this legislation. Itis notand reasonable in the circumstances to do so, the risks
about killing people when someone else says, ‘They caninvolved in a proposed medical treatment. If they are not able
live." It is not about killing people who say, ‘I feel as though to comprehend anything, because they are, say, unconscious,
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it is not legitimate to expect the doctor to try to explain went, thinking | would probably not have a mother to come
anything. However, if they are conscious and capable dback to.

comprehending what is being said to them, the doctor has a She lived for a further 13 years after that. She went
duty to explain the nature and consequences of the riskbrough a whole series of operations, none of them pleasant.
involved in any proposed medical treatment. Furthermore, thBrogressively she had lymph nodes removed from the top of
doctor has the duty to explain the likely consequences of ndter leg, resulting in a swollen leg for the rest of her life, and
undertaking that treatment. either side of her spine, until some 13 years later they

What is more, the doctor has the duty to explain ampp_erated and found a cancerous growth that was so ir_1ter-
alternative treatments or courses of action that might b&vined throughout her body cavity that there was nothing
available or reasonably considered in the circumstances, $6€Y could do. She had been teaching right up until that time.
that the patientis fully informed by the person to whom theyShe retired from teaching, was nursed at home, went into
have entrusted their medical care at the level of principaMary Potter Hospice two or three months before she died,
action. Furthermore, it protects doctors and other care give@nd died in the August before | was elected to this place. So,
from a whole range of accusations, both civil and criminal.! think I can speak on this subject with a deal of experience,

To that extent we have codified the law to put beyonoaS | am sure can other membefs- Thatis why | say itis not
doubt those things which bedevil us presently because thévmethmg that can be tregted lightly. .
are not codified. The concern which doctors have for the, 't We were actually talking about other than the terminal
accusations that can be made about what they have choserpsad€ Of @ terminaliliness, | would be worried, and | would
an appropriate course of treatment leaves them in an unte e worried for the reasons that | just explained to the House.

able position at present. It is not responsible, for those Ve%heer‘e\}((\)l\ﬁsmao?r?ecrt?]gslnléggttﬁ;r?ggsn:)griﬁgt?(;sii’vvevh?v?/gludlcio
reasons, for any one of us in this Parliament to allow the law "’ y

as it stands at present to go on being the law. It is not fair tgrgue that she had a very good quality Qf lite for at Iea_s_t 12
ears, almost 13 years, afterwards. Her life was worth living.

our medical professionals, particularly the doctors, to be lef: : X
to make this subjective discretionary decision, patient b he was mobile, and she contributed. | tell the member

: . : : : pposite that she considered one of her last great feats was
Ei?/tilleonrtE:ﬁ%ﬁglcr?rggégjitggge' without any protection fromﬁq helping Michael Pratt be elected as the member for

) ) . ... Adelaide in the heat of that summer. She gave out posters and
We have a duty, if we are not going to pass this Bill in thispoy_to-vote cards at Mansfield Park. She was a remarkable

form, to define the form in which we will enact law t0 \yoman. She did all that until about six months before she
remove those ambiguities once and for all. | cannot countegjgq.

nance a future in which we continue to allow doctors and s this Bill were about . . assoon as you are diagnosed
medical staff acting in good faith being left with that onerous, ¢ being terminally ill, we can do things to help you ease the
burden of responsibility and risk. At present they can bepassing, to make it more speedy,’ then | would be against it,
either sued in a civil action by some aggrieved relative, Ohecayse | say that doctors are not certain. They cannot be
charged with a criminal offence no less serious than murdefertain. They work on the best possible degree of probability.
in the event that the decisions they make and the motives thgy.,ow of one case, a very personal case, and | am sure other
had for making them are interpreted otherwise by someongembers can relate similar cases, where the best diagnosis
else with an interest in the matter, whether that other persogr the doctor was not correct. If we leave that alone and
is acting in their own interes_ts or in what they regard as th%cknowledge that this is about the terminal phases of a
interests of the State. That is wrong and must be changedierminal iliness, we then come to the stage where a person
) ) like mum was in the Mary Potter Hospice. | have nothing but
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): In addressing this debate, all prajse for those in this State who are associated with pallia-
members are aware that it is a most serious matter which V\tﬁ/e care. They are hard Working, generous peop|e who care
consider tonight and which was considered previously by theyych for their patients and their patients’ families, and that
last Parliament. We approach it with no easy task, each of yg most important. The person who dies in the end at least is
from our own perspective, just as the member for Ridley hagead.
done. Some 21 years ago | went to visit somebody in hospital. \whither they go we do not know. They take whatever
It was more a courtesy visit than anything else. | was told thagyrdens they have with them. Many of us who are left have
itinvolved a minor operation—indeed, something that wouldhyrdens of our own. The great thing about the Mary Potter
be almost day surgery today. When | saw this person, | askeiospice, Daw Park and the hospices generally around this
‘How are you?’ They replied, ‘I nearly lost my leg." | got state is that they care as much for the living relatives as they
such a shock | reacted a bit violently, | think—not physically do for those who are terminally ill. As I said, | have nothing
but verbally—and said, ‘Don’t be stupid.’ The response wasgyt praise for them.
‘I did.” Subsequently | saw the scar and there was a hole as \When it came to that terminal stage of a terminal illness
big as your fist. | went to see my mother. She said, ‘The doctor has told me
That person was operated on because they had a melhat at the end | will probably develop pneumonia’—I believe
noma, which was carcinogenic. | was then told that thathat that is fairly common in such cases—'and at that stage
person would have, if they were lucky, two years to live andthere are two choices: the doctor can pump me full of
probably alot less. It concerned me because that person waatibiotics, pump my lungs clean and | will revive and be all
my mother and | was due to go overseas the next year.rlght until the next time | catch pneumonia, and then the next
seriously contemplated not going overseas because | was tdiche | catch pneumonia—and no doctor can tell me how long
by her doctor that she would die while | was overseas, anthey can keep reviving me—»but in the end my system will be
that was not, as members would understand, a prospect thed over-worked and tired that it will collapse and no doctor
thrilled me. However, the doctor said that it would probablywill be able to save me. | have instructed the doctor that the
kill her, as it would with most mothers, if | did not go. So, | first time | catch pneumonia he should administer me such
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drugs as are necessary for my comfort and to allow nature tine valuable debate that you, Mr Deputy Speaker, were part
take its course.’ She told me that as her eldest son, she totd in the last Parliament. It makes what was then not a bad
all her family that, and she told her husband that. | was verill much better, and it addresses the concerns raised by
grateful, because | entirely understood her decision; it was henembers in the select committee and in their second reading
decision and | abided by it and respected it, as did all thepeeches. As it comes to us, the Bill is a much improved
family, despite the grief that the loss of a loved one causescersion of that which came before us in the previous
That is not where | have difficulty with this Bill, but where Parliament.
I as a human being rather than a representative of this | raise with the Minister two points, the first of which
Parliament stop to think. While | am not prepared to voterelates to clause 8 (7)(b)(i), which deals with the natural
against this Bill and while | think it has good intent, | take the provision or natural administration of food and water. |
points made by the member for Ridley and others that life isealise that this is an exceptionally difficult area for the
sacred and a very precious commodity. | am most gratefuhedical profession but, as the Minister explains to me, if you
and will remain ever grateful to my mother that she did nothave someone in a permanent vegetative state and if you,
leave me, my brothers or my father with the painful decisionthrough intrusive medicine, continue to supply fluids and
about the course of action to be taken in the event of hetiutrition, that person may well stay alive almost indefinitely,
being incompetent to make medical decisions for herself. Shend none of us would seek that. In my contribution to this
made a decision for herself, she communicated that decisiafebate in the last Parliament | said that, while | understand
to her doctor and her doctor acted on that decision. the problems that would be inherent if this clause were not
I do not think there is anything harder in the world thanincluded and, while | have some sympathy with the reasons
to lose a loved one, especially if that loved one is someonghat it is included, | have a natural disposition that tells me
to whom you might have been married for 30, 40 or 50 yearshat food and water are so essential to human existence that,
If the loved one is a child whom you have borne and nurturegf they can be provided, they should be provided.

it must be almost unbearable. If the loved one is a parent it | am not prepared to drag out this debate or to vote against
is difficult. The most difficult thing we face as humans is t0 the Bill or clause just because it is a personal disposition of
say ‘Goodbye’ to someone we love who dies. Despite thénine. | have canvassed it in debate previously; it remains my
good intent of this Bill, something | never want to do to gpinion and, therefore, | want it recorded as my opinion.

anyone, especially someone who might love me—and Nevertheless, | do not deny the intent of those who include

assure members that there are one or two people in the woridi, the Bill nor the reason that they include it in the Bill. |
who do—is burden them with the decision that the membeperely record that it is a part of the Bill with which | have

for Ridley talked about; that is, the decision to say, ‘As muchsome concern and, if it were up to me, | would rather it not

as | love themiitis time to do this or that.’ | accept that mostye included or that it be addressed in a slightly different way.
people would do it; if they love someone enough they can have racked my brain and can think of no better way to do
make even that decision. However, it is a burden that | woulgt 5o it would be poor of me to come into this Chamber and
not willingly foist on anyone. It is a burden that | believe, say, ‘It is not good enough; think of a better way, even
where possible, we should bear ourselves. ~though | can't. So, | cannot berate the Minister for that.

In this State we have an excellent system, that is, the | seq another serious problem with this Bill. The Minister
system of a living will, whereby you can make your own 54 | gre sharing membership of a select committee, and he
wishes v_veII k“O.VV” to your m?‘d'ca' practitioner, \_Nho will act v that this problem arises in many contexts; that is, the
on your instructions and advice even if you are mcompetelljower of a person to contest in the courts your’decisio,n to

to do so yourself. Someone like the member for Custance,nngint a medical power of attorney. Clause 10(1)(b), entitied
about whom we are already worried in relation to whether OfReview of medical agent's decision’, provides:

not he has senile dementia, could make a decision at this i o )
stage and put that down in the terms of a living will. ~ Any person who has in the opinion of the court a proper interest
I apologise to the member for Custance; | should not hayil the exercise of powers conferred by a medical power of attorney.
said that, but he was so distracting me that I thought | shouliam not a lawyer, but that is so wide ranging that it could
attract his attention. He still does not know what | said, butefer to any other member of a family or any group with a
| do apologise to him; it was in poor taste. | do not believe—wider interest. | could contend that a group that is interested
and | have said this in the context of other Bills—that it is myin ethics or morals might have a genuine interest in medical
right to make decisions for the rest of South Australia purelypoowers of attorney and, therefore, might seek quite deliber-
on the basis that | do not want to do something. | commenately to test the validity of this law by taking people into court
the Minister for this Bill, as it gives greater choice to peopleand challenging the medical authority on moral or ethical
who are in the terminal stages of a terminal illness. lgrounds. | am sure that is not the Minister’s intention, but it
deserves careful consideration and support because of wharries me that that could happen, that outside people with
it seeks to do, and | think that is the gist of what | picked upan interest in the moral or ethical question could intrude on
from the member for Ridley’s speech. Therefore | support th@ family.
Bill, having said that it is not a course that | would choose for  We are talking about people who are in the terminal phase
myself. The medical power of attorney puts an enormousf a terminal iliness. The last thing you need when someone
onus on people, and | do not know that everyone wants ts dying is to have everyone brawling in court over what
accept that power or have it foisted upon them or given teshould or should not be done to the person you love. That is
them. Therefore, while | am prepared to say that other peoplée situation outside the family, but | can even see problems
might choose that course, it is not a course that | wouldvith this clause within the family. For example, if there are
choose for myself. two brothers and a sister and the mother deliberately decides
I am not prepared to vote against this Bill because, taketo confer the medical power of attorney upon one of them and
as a whole—and | think the Minister deserves credit forexplicitly tells that person what her instructions are knowing
this—the Bill, as it is presented to this Parliament, picks ugthat the other two might not approve, under this clause the
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other two can march into court. It would not matter what thethe November 1994 issue Beaders Digestibout a dog that
mother said to the medical power of attorney, all that woulchad attained a reasonable age and the owner had to think
matter is that the issue would be contested in court. The couabout putting the dog to sleep. The woman addressing the
would make the decision on the matter and the mother'gssue wrote:

wishes may well be overruled. If that were not bad enougn, - .ine about putting her to sleep [the dog] was like facing
the whole family structure would perhaps be badly dented 0fome great black wall. To take a life assumes a terrible power. Who
destroyed in the process. | do not know of many disputes ovetas | to extinguish the light that made Molly Molly?

wills or matters of this kind that involve family, people you . . o .
love, where they march into court and everyone shakes han thought itinteresting to see a person’s grief abou"t an animal.
afterwards and says, ‘Wasn't that a good experience?’ WhagU! ranspose a person who has to make a decision about a
it normally means is that they never speak to each oth uman life: then, without doubt, what terrible power a person

again, they argue, they do not go to the same places at thes: I guessiitis for that reason that | have reservations about
same time and génerally it causes chaos entering into this whole area at all. Being a believer in Christ

| am sure that no-one in this Parliament wants to d nd in God, | believe that God has complete control over all
anything by way of this Bill that does not assist. This Bill is ife and that we as human beings have no right to decide to

about care and concen, it is about helping people who aﬁay God and to determine whether we want to cut someone’s

dying to die with some semblance of dignity and grace and€ Prématurely or not. | will not get into the religious or
without pain. Itis, therefore, a laudable Bill, and | would not moral questions so much here. The committee has obviously
want to see in a Bill, which | commend to the Minister as aconS|dered that over many months and years. But as one who

good Bill, a provision which can go against its thrust andhas full respect for the sanctity of life and who recognises

direction. So | ask the Minister whether he will consider€'S creator as havm_g all power it troubles me if we as
accepting an amendment or putting an amendment himséi'f“man, be_'”gs are trying to interfere and c_iec_|de wh_en a
to strike that clause from the Bill. | believe it was not inserted?€SON's lite may Ptnd' | also well recall the incident h'gh'
by the Minister, it was inserted upstairs, and | believe this Billllgnted on a television program of a man who was seriously
would be better without this clause. | am interested to selured in a motor accident.
whether the Minister will be prepared to accept an amend- He was injured so seriously that his wife was told he
ment to strike it from the Bill. would be a vegetable for the rest of his life and that there was
Having said that, it is not a path of action that | would really only one course of action she could undertake, and that
choose for myself for the reasons | have outlined, but it is &vas to remove his life support system. She loved her
path of action which gives greater opportunity and choice tdusband. He had two or three children. The wife just felt she
the people of this State. It is not a euthanasia Bill, it is abougould not remove the life support system. It was some time
care and concern for those who are dying. Therefore, lpter that the man started to recover, and eventually he came
congratulate the Minister on his efforts, | support the Bill andout of his vegetative state. The television program highlighted
| commend it to the House. this man playing with his children in the back garden.

The comments from both the wife and the children were

Mr MEIER (Goyder): Some members would recall that yery interesting. The wife said, ‘Our love for each other grew
when the original motion was put before this House tojn 5 way that we had not had love before.’ More importantly,
establish a select committee to look into death and dying &he said that his love for his children was much greater and
was strongly opposed to it. The main reason | was opposefat there was a much greater bond in the family than had
to such a view was because | felt that by allowing aneyer peen the case prior to the accident. In fact, she felt there
investigation into this area we would be opening up the doojyas a Iot lacking in their love and their family relationship
to people who would like to see voluntary euthanasia becomgyior to the accident. | assume that today that family is still
part of our law in this State. | am totally opposed to any formyery happy. It is a great joy and blessing that that man is still
of euthanasia and | have not changed my views on that at alljive. He is very much a normal person. He has a slight
| was very much in the minority at that stage. The selecimpediment, but it does not affect his life on a day-to-day
committee, which was setup in 1991, has done a lot of worlgasis. That type of action where a wife is told, ‘Look,
and has put a lot of time and effort into researching thisyithdraw the life support system: you will be doing him a
whole area, and | acknowledge the work ithas done. fayour' is equivalent to killing a person, in my opinion.

| took the opportunity nearer the end of its initial gathering | realise it is alwavs very easy to look at other examples
of evidence phase to attend a seminar which was held at the diti h %.ﬁ. )Ilt hy s | ; IIJ o
Luther Seminary in North Adelaide. It began with speakersan It 1S much more difficuft when It 1S In your own tamily,

. : evertheless, | still have concerns with respect to this Bill. |
addressing those present, and if my memory serves n{r%fer to comments in relation to this Bill from Dr John

correctly the hall it was held in was overflowing, and then WeFIeming Father McNamara and Dr Robert Pollnitz in a letter

splitinto discussion groups. | acknowledge that the CONCEIM At they addressed to me from the Southern Cross Bioethics

of the palliative care workers and the doctors involved in . oo .
treating these patients is something that we as legislators ne titute. They indicate in the letter that they have foII_owe_d
osely the work of the select committee and appreciate its

to consider. | was most impressed to hear some of th(éxcellen'[ work and the very thorough review of the Bill
arguments put forward by the palliative care workers and F Y 9

could see that they were looking for clearer guidelines an&arned out in the Upper House, but they have put forward

definitions on what they could or could not do. It was alsoseveral comments, as follows:

pointed out to me that there are voids in the law today that ... ‘the committee does not agree with the proposition that the
leave it up to individuals in a way perhaps that should not béaw should be changed to provide the option of medical assistance
left up to individuals in dying’, that ‘the committee rejects the notion that there is no moral
L ’ . distinction between letting someone die and bringing about that
I do not wish in any way to compare the article I am aboutyerson’s death’, and that ‘the committee believes distinctions based
to refer to with human life, but recently | read an article fromon intent should be maintained in law’.
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They are all extracts from the select committee’s report. Thén relation to the terminal phase of an illness. This is an
letter continues: emotive issue. People aged 18 years can vote and drink, and
Unfortunately the Billin its present form provides the possibility {0 @ll intents and purposes 18 years is seen as the age when
that certain incompetent but non-dying patients could have theiwe recognise a person as an adult. | have no qualms at all in
death brought about by starvation and dehydratioft would be an  saying that such persons should have the right to say that they
even greater pity if such legislation were enacted in its present forrgg not wish to continue living if they are terminally ill, and

which exposes some citizens to danger especially when it is t . : .
responsibility of elected members to protect the right to life oiflﬁ\ey should be able to direct that certain actions occur.

innocent citizens. Clause 8 deals with the important area of the medical

I can only say, ‘Hear, hear! | fully agree with those senti-Power of attorney. This issue is becoming more emotive,

s . ; because a person of 18 years can act as an agent for a person.
ments.’ In fact, various suggestions are put forward that relatzlehey can be asked by a person in a sound mental condition

to the specific clauses and how these matters can be ) be their agent when and if they become terminally ill and

dressed. In that respect, | have sympathy with and a ey want someone to make decisions for them when they are
attracted to the foreshadowed amendments by the member (08 longer able to do that. We do this in many other ways in

Spence. | certainly will want to consider those further in thebusiness. We have the power of attorney in business; we have

Committee stage. it in our families. | have done the same thing; | have given

I believe that this Bill can be allowed to proceed and thaty, son the power of attorney for me such that should | not
there is alot of good in it, but there are certain areas that negsh in control of my faculties or whatever—

to be_adqiressed and .it would be a shame if this Parliame_nt did" A honourable member interjecting:
not give its full attention to areas that could be abused inthe \1- VENNING: A member of the Opposition raises the

future, considering that some four years of research has beﬁBint, as | thought she might. Should a person lose his or her

putinto it so far. Itis very important that we get this debate, s, a power of attorney enables a member of the family
right. | have expressed my concerns as they relate to the Bill, 5y, qesignated person to take over their affairs without any
Irecognise also that there are many positive points in the Billy4sgje and without any great expense. So often we see people
I believe it will set much clearer guidelines for palliative care,, 1, go into a state of dementia without the power of
workers, and | will be following the Bill's progress through gtorney, and it causes much distress and many problems
the Committee stage with interest. amongst the family. | welcome this clause, which provides

] . that an 18 year old can be appointed as an agent, by a person,
Mr VENNING (Custance): I supportthe Bill. | congratu-  rieng relation or whatever. A person can appoint an agent

late all those who have gone before me in this debate anglyq, is 18 to make that decision for them when the time
those involved in preparing the Bill, because it goes back 1 aq.

over five years. | refer to the former member for Coles, Ms | 5ve some difficulty with clause 10. If | were chosen as

Jenny Cashmore, who did so much work on this issue angl, 4qent, by a friend, brother or whatever, when the time
who has done much lobbying. Certainly, in the old Parliament, o< to make the decision, another person may object to

we knew about this issue. Minister Armitage is t0 beynat gecision and then the Supreme Court could be involved.
congratulated on the Bill’'s preparation. It is indeed historic| il be waiting to hear what the Minister has to say about

that we are debating the Bill again tonight. The Bill is a g 'in committee, and there may be an attempt to amend this
courageous attempt to handle a situation that is difficult angl .+ ¢ the Bill. It is a total waste to streamline the whole

emotional, but these issues are relevant today and are iss cess, and then to put that in there; | just wonder what has

that we as politicians have to address. Certainly, it is afone wrong. The whole Bill seems to have come unstuck in
achievement that we are addressing the Bill tonight. clause 10. | have spoken to the Minister about it, and I will
These matters affect us all. | read the article about the latgagerly await his comments. | will be quite intent to listen to
Gordon Bruce prior to his departure, and it affected meyhat he has to say about amending clause 10, because to me
Gordon Bruce was a good friend, and it affected me to see thesounds a little strange that we have put in there almost a
way his life came to an end. That was sad, indeed. His poirdaveat that a person making a decision as an agent can be in
of view was strong. He believed that when life was over hejispute and then the matter goes to the Supreme Court.
should have the choice to end it all, and that is what hap- Thjs Bill is very relevant to our times. As a race we are all
pened. My own father suffers from Alzheimer's disease, Sgiving longer, and debilitating and dead-style diseases are
this issue is very close to me. more prevalent: dementia, Alzheimer’s, brain tumours,
Clause 6 is a debate in itself in that it provides that acancer, Parkinson’s disease, and the list goes on. In bygone
person of 16 years can make decisions about his or her ovgays, many of these sufferers of today would have died quite
medical treatment as validly and effectively as an adult. haturally at an earlier stage. It is good that today we can and
have no qualms about that. At first | considered 18 waslo prolong life, but only if this extra life is of value and is
appropriate, as that lines up with the age of consent, the agewarding to the person. When a person loses their faculties,
of drinking and the age of voting. But when we realise thafoses control over their bodily functions and cannot feed
today a person of 16 years can go out to work and, if femalehemselves, relying on a food machine to live and breathe, |
can have a baby, can have a driver’s licence and can livem in favour of switching off life preserving machines. | will
away from home, then the age of 16 is acceptable. Otheisot support the removal of sustenance—food and water—but
would like to see the age lowered, but | do not think that i support the use of drugs to give comfort to sufferers,
responsible. | believe that parents like to think they havexnowing that that treatment will shorten life. We should
some control over their children until they reach the age ofilways make sure of the patient’s comfort. As | said before,
16, and | believe that parental consent should always applyam quite in favour of removing life support systems when
until the age of 16. Therefore, | welcome that provision.  that is the only reason that that person can continue life. The
Clause 7 refers to a person aged 18 years who can givetention of this Bill affects us all and our loved ones. The
direction as to what treatment he or she receives, particularipember for Unley spoke about his own mother, and | knew
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his mother well. It is emotional and it is difficult, but we must Leader and his Party are being castigated in the polls. His
all face up to it. Leader is Mr 10 per cent, and most people are saying, ‘Mike
I praise, and we should all praise, those who care for thetho?' On the other hand, our Premier is seen by a vast
people who are suffering, the caregivers. Those who carajority of voters in this State—oh, we do not like this.
lovingly for people who are basically lifeless, who are living  Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy
only within their bodies, need our life long gratitude. | will Speaker. | draw your attention to a ruling that was given to
be indebted for the rest of my life to those people who lookhe member for Unley in respect of members reading
after my father when we are not there. This Bill is very prepared speeches. | would have thought that somebody who
emotive. | congratulate all those who have done the work ohad been in this Chamber for as long as this honourable
the select committee and in the preparation of this Bill, andnember has been would not need a written speech.
| wait to see what the Minister has to say in Committee, The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
particularly in relation to clause 10. | support this Bill. member has taken a point of order; he did not ask to make a
speech. The common practice in Parliament is for any
Mr BECKER secured the adjournment of the debate. honourable member to make a speech from copious notes.
Mr ASHENDEN: And afterwards | am quite happy to

ADJOURNMENT DEBATE show the notes to the honourable member, because he will

find that there are variations between the notes and what | am
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Health): |  saying. As | was saying about the Leader of the Opposition,
move: it is ‘Mike who?’ On the other hand, our Premier is seen by
That the House do now adjourn. a vast majority of voters in this State, both Labor and Liberal,

as doing a good job and just the job that South Australia

Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): This evening | wish to needs. Another thing the Deputy Leader certainly does not
address myself to the continual interjections from the Deputyractise and does not seem to understand is that a member of
Leader of the Opposition against a number of us on this sidparliament is here to work his butt off for his constituents,
of the House who are holding what are generally known aand that is what | am doing. | would be quite comfortable for
marginal seats for the Government. | am most disappointeghe Labor Party to undertake a survey within the seat of
that the Deputy Leader is not here to hear what | have to sayyright to determine both the level of my recognition and also
and I can only hope that the member for Torrens will pass ofthe perception that constituents have of the manner in which
to the Deputy Leader that it would be well worth his while | have represented that seat. Remember, at this stage, only 25
reading this evening’s debate to find out just what I have tger cent of my time is up before | face the electorate again,
say. The Deputy Leader seems to feel that his continuand | might say | am looking forward to that time with a great
interjections that some of my colleagues are oncers and thdegree of anticipation and confidence.
I will not be back after the next election will strike fear into It is interesting to note that it is the Deputy Leader who is
our very hearts. Let me assure the Deputy Leader that as faontinually making the point that we supposedly have a
as | am concerned nothing could be further from the truth. lihumber of oncers on this side of the House and that | will not
the Deputy Leader were here | would point out to him thatbe back. All | know is that those of us in the so-called
between 1979 and 1982 | put up with far more competeninarginals at least had the intestinal fortitude to run in such
members of the then Labor Opposition, who kept telling mea seat and not, like the Deputy Leader, go scuttling off
back in those days that | was a oncer. looking for a safe seat. | would love to see the Deputy Leader

I would remind the Deputy Leader of the Opposition thatin a marginal seat, because there is no way in the world that
| was returned to this place in 1982, amid much more adversiee would ever hold it. | would really love him to be my
circumstances than will be the case in 1997. In 1982 the thempponent at the next election. For one thing, he would have
Liberal Government was not a popular Government in theéo do some work (and that would be very foreign to him), and
community and, despite the very strong anti-Governmentfor another his electorate would see him, just as his union did,
swings that occurred in the seat to the north of me of 14 pegis a very shallow and lazy person indeed. The Deputy Leader
cent and the seat to the south of me of 11 per cent, | was abtges to anticipate my future. | am very happy to concentrate
to hold the then seat of Todd with a swing against theon the Deputy Leader’s past: as Secretary, he presided over
Government of only about 2 per cent. It should also be borna union which members left in droves, and in the end he had
in mind that Todd was always regarded as a safe Labor seab alternative but to amalgamate his union because otherwise
and, when | won it in 1979 because of Des Corcoran’st would have been wiped out.
misjudgment, it was held by a very popular local member, It is interesting to note that the statements of the type
Mrs Molly Byrne. Itis unfortunate that the Labor Party doesmade by the Deputy Leader are not repeated by many of his
not have more like her here today. colleagues, and the comments tend to come predominantly

| see many parallels between the then seat of Todd and nfyom him and, | am afraid, the member for Spence, neither of
present seat of Wright, and | am confident that | will be ablevhom could win or hold a marginal seat in a fit.
to repeat 1982 with one very distinct advantage this time, in  Mr Becker: He cannot even look after his pushbike.
that | will have something that | did not have in 1982, and Mr ASHENDEN: That's right. It is interesting to note
that is a Government which is performing well and which isthat most of those opposite in safe seats came in the easy
seen by the community to be performing well. | would way, but | will give credit to the members for Taylor, Torrens
remind the Deputy Leader that polling shows that the Browrand Elizabeth, who at least had the courage to run in a
Government is as popular today as when it was elected imarginal seat, although of those | believe that only the
1993—probably more so. In other words, as well as my owmnmembers for Taylor and Torrens felt that they had a chance
efforts | will also have the very big plus of flying under the of victory when they first ran. | believe it is a far greater
flag of a Government which will be seen to have turned thishonour to represent an electorate in this House by winning a
State around. | would also remind the Deputy Leader that hisnarginal seat than it is to have coasted in on the coat tails of
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the union movement, as so many members opposite havmembers in the State. The member for Gordon has one of the
Frankly, | regard it as a compliment every time the Deputyhighest personal votes by this measure, which is the only
Leader interjects that | will not be back after the next electionmeasure of personal vote, in the State, and it is to his credit.
First, it means— The member for Wright denigrates my ability to win a
Members interjecting: marginal seat. | have to tell the member for Wright that, on
Mr ASHENDEN: He is another Mr Who, isn't he? First, the measure of personal vote, 5.5 percentage points of voters
it means that | have got under his skin and, secondly, that heoted for me in Spence but did not go on to vote for my Party
has a genuine fear of knowing that | will be back. Additional-in two-Party preferred terms.
ly, when | look at the so-called talent opposite, | believe there Mr Brindal interjecting:
are only three members who would be capable of holdinga Mr ATKINSON: Just as well the honourable member did
marginal seat, and they are the members for Taylor, Hart (hot say the number of my children. The member for Gordon,
have no doubt about that) and Playford. The rest would ndby this measure, has a personal vote of about 6 percentage
have a hope. points.
What the Deputy Leader seems to forget and overlook is  Mr Brindal: It would be higher than that.
that the seat of Wright at least now has an active member. | Mr ATKINSON: It was higher than that; it is now down
would love a dollar for everybody who has said to me into 6 percentage points, the second highest in the State. The
Salisbury East particularly, and also in the older sections aiember in this Chamber with the highest personal vote by
Golden Grove, that this is the first time they have ever hathis measure is the Leader of the Opposition, whom the
a member who has shown any interest in them. That is amember for Wright denigrated but, in fact, more people vote
absolute indictment of the former Leader of the Oppositiorfor the Leader of Opposition in his seat on a personal basis
who was previously the member and who should havéhan vote for any other candidate on a personal basis in the

represented those areas. whole State.
Mr Brindal: Is that right? Members interjecting:
Mr ASHENDEN: That is right. The SPEAKER: Order! The members for Wright, Unley

Mr Brindal: He was the member. | did not know that. and Peake will come to order.

Mr ASHENDEN: Neither did the residents. | would Mr ATKINSON: It is paradoxical that the member who
remind the Deputy Leader that | am a member of a Governspoke last and sought to denigrate members of the Opposition
ment Party which is held in high regard. He is a member ofs the member of Parliament with one of the lowest personal
an Opposition which is absolutely derided in the communityvotes in the State, because by this measure—
and whose Leader is known as Mr Ten Per Cent. As for the Mr Ashenden interjecting:

Deputy Leader, | take up the point that he is not even known. Mr ATKINSON: | will not talk about 1982—

| urge the Deputy Leader to keep up his comments, because Mr Ashenden interjecting:

it only means that | will enjoy even more the sweet taste of The SPEAKER: Order!

victory when it comes in 1997, just as it did in 1982 under Mr ATKINSON: The member for Wright seems to have

virtually identical circumstances. lost a lot of popularity since 1982, because at the December
Members interjecting: 1993 State election, when the people of South Australia were
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for falling over themselves to vote Liberal—

Spence. The Hon. M.H. Armitage: Quite right, too.
Members interjecting: Mr ATKINSON: Maybe so, but 5.5 percentage points

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you, members. The fewer people voted for the member for Wright than voted for

popularity of the member for Spence is unquestionable. the Liberal Party in two-Party preferred terms in the Upper
House. That is to say, more than 1 000 people went into

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Mr Deputy Speaker, | must polling booths in Wright and voted the Liberal Party ticket
digress from what | was originally going to talk about in for the Upper House and then, when it came to voting on the
order to reply to the member for Wright. The member forsmall green ballot paper for the member for Wright, voted for
Wright talks about the ability of certain members of thethe person who is now the member for Taylor.

House to serve their electorates, to gain local popularity and Members interjecting:

to win difficult seats. One of the measures of the impactthat The SPEAKER: Order!

alocal member has on a House of Assembly State districtis Mr ATKINSON: The extraordinary fact of that negative

a comparison of the two-Party preferred vote for that Hous@ersonal vote for the member for Wright—

of Assembly district with the Legislative Council vote forthe  An honourable member interjecting:

member’s Party in that seat. It is an easy comparison to make, Mr ATKINSON: The member for Wright won the seat,
because we have here the same group of people voting fbut the extraordinary thing is that the Labor candidate in that
two different Houses of Parliament. seat had never stood for Parliament before so there was no

In the House of Assembly State district, they are votingincumbency factor, whereas the member for Wright was an
for a list of candidates who appear by their own nhame andyld lag who had been in two previous Parliaments and was
in the Legislative Council, they are voting for a Party list. So,well known.
the usefulness of comparing the two votes—and one can do Members interjecting:
this booth by booth, as well as by Assembly district—is that The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Wright has
you are comparing how many people voted for the Party imnade a contribution; he cannot make a second contribution
the State district with how many people went on to vote forby way of interjection.
the person who carried the Party’s banner in that State Mr ATKINSON: Two members of this House, owing to
district. their very low, indeed negative, personal vote, ought not to

I notice that the member for Gordon smiles, as well hebe talking about the popularity or acceptability to the
might smile, because he is one of the most popular locatlectorate of any other members of the House, and they are
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the member for Lee, who has a rock bottom negative 6 | think the working classes of Adelaide ought to stick
percentage points vote— together. The bus drivers are working class and the people of
the Bowden, Brompton and Ovingham areas are working

Mr Foley: And going down. class, and there ought to be some solidarity. Over the past

Mr ATKINSON: —and the member for Wright. seven years there has been that solidarity, which has allowed
buses, motorists and cyclists to use Barton Road without
Members interjecting: there being an accident, even though the road has been

. ) . unlawfully closed by the action of the member for Adelaide,
The SPEAKER: Order! This is a 10 minute adjournment ;5qether with the Adelaide City Council.

debate. The member for Spence does not need the help ong-rhe Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: On a point of order, Sir

assistance of a number of members interjecting out of thelf,e member for Spence quite incorrectly indicated that the
places. member for Adelaide, being me, was responsible for the
Mr ATKINSON: Given the tranquillity and serenity of Closure of Barton Road. | have had absolutely nothing to do
the House, | now want to introduce a controversial topic. AtVith itand limmediately ask him to withdraw or to prove his
Barton Road this morning there was a stand-off. That welf/l€gation, which he is unable to do.
known traffic controversialist, Mr Gordon Howie, was The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest to the membef for
driving along Barton Road, North Adelaide, as is his perfecSPence that he should not impute any improper motives to
right, and, when he sought to traverse this road, he wa@ny member. .
confronted by a TransAdelaide bus. Although itis the policy Mr ATKlNSON: It helps, when you are trying to close
of the Public Transport Union that Barton Road be restore@@aton Road to increase property values on Molesworth
to its current width and alignment, this bus driver accelerate®tr€€t, to have your sister-in-law in Cabinet.

to block the exit from Barton Road so that Mr Howie could e Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | have asked that the
not traverse the road. There are a few bus drivers who behal@€mber for Spence withdraw his incorrect and untrue
in this way and it is most regrettable. allegation.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair must rule that the

I understand that bus drivers see the ‘no entry’ signs andomments were not unparliamentary, and therefore the Chair
the ‘no turn left turn’ signs and they believe the evidence ofs not in a position to direct the Minister. If the Minister
their eyes that these signs are valid, as are most traffic signsonsiders that there are comments which are inaccurate and
However, these traffic signs have no legal effect, and Mincorrect, he has other avenues open to him to correct the
Howie was quite entitled to use the road. Mr Howie, beinginformation. He can do it either by way of personal explan-
the kind of person he is, refused to reverse and therefore hetdion or other methods.
up the bus until such time as the police arrived. | do not Motion carried.
condone Mr Howie’s conduct, as | believe it has led to At 9.49 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday 15
unnecessary conflict. February at 2 p.m.



