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HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY | am sympathetic to the member’s concerns and | am seeking a

report from the Technical and Procedures Subcommittee of the
Development Policy Advisory Committee on possible options for
Tuesday 21 February 1995 greater control over the location of adult bookshops. However, there
is no simple solution to the problem raised.
I do not favour the introduction of a control mechanism into the

. Local Government Act. It is the Government’s policy to progressive-
The SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chairat 2 |incorporate all land use controls within the ambit of the Devel-

p.m. and read prayers. opment Act.

HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT SCHOOLS, PRIVATE MONOPOLIES
(ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS) BILL In reply toMrs GERAGHTY (Torrens) 22 November.

The Hon. R.B. SUCH: My colleague the Minister for Education
Her Excellency the Governor, by message, recommendeghq children’s Services has provided the following response.
to the House the appropriation of such amounts of money as Any proposal for commercial ventures forwarded for ministerial
might be required for the purposes mentioned in the Bill. approval must comply with the relevant Acts.
The Administrative Instructions and Guidelines for Schools were
alte(rjed og 20 Ort‘:totaer 1991) to allow commercilafl vent#res to be
) conducted on school sites subject to prior approval from the Minister.
EDUCATION AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES Schools contemplating conducting commercial ventures on school
. . . ._premises need to satisfy a number of legal requirements including
A petition signed by 197 residents of South Australiacomplying with the Planning Act, the Education Act, State Supply
requesting that the House urge the Government not to cut thiet, the Public Finance and Audit Act and the Fair Trading Act.

Education and Children’s Services budget was presented %y These changes were made in response to a number of principals
nd school councils seeking ways to generate revenue and outsource

Mr Bugkby. . non-educational activities.
Petition received. Prior to the amendments to the Administrative Instructions and
Guidelines, schools were utilising a number of commercial enter-
QUESTIONS prisgslwhich were contrary to the Administrative Instructions and
Guidelines.

The SPEAKER: | direct that written answers to the azmigggh:gi%tic\ilgisefo(rzzgﬂggﬁgs%rgnce/banking
following questions on the Notlce'Pa'per, as detallgd in the lease of premises for after hours commercial use
schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed in  ,se of commercial photographers for school photos
Hansard: Nos 126, 166 and 169; and | direct that the- school canteens

following answers to questions without notice be distributed  stationery

and printed irHansard school uniform shops
- sideshows at fetes
- joint use/lease agreements.
ADULT BOOKSHOPS The Minister has recently approved the establishment of a smalll
In reply toMrs GERAGHTY (Torrens) 15 November. business which supplies school uniforms at the Golden Grove High

School. This approval was granted following a call for tenders and
after it was shown that the school complied with the Planning Act,
blic Finance and Audit Act, State Supply Act, Trade Practices Act
d the Fair Trading Act.

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD:

1. Yes.

2. The location of an adult bookshop is a land use matter subjeﬁt#J
to the provisions of the Development Act 1993 and the Developme
Regulations 1993 made under that Act. The construction of a shop,
or the change of use of an existing building to a shop, is defined as
development for the purposes of the Act and cannot proceed without
a development approval being issued by the relevant authority, in
most cases the local council. When considering any application for
development approval the relevant authority must not make
decision that is seriously at variance with the provisions of th
appropriate development plan for the area. Development plans f
the metropolitan area and all major country towns contain zones s
aside for specifit(:j;ljurploses. For example, t[:jer? arehneighbgurhq
centre zones and local centre zones set aside for shops and vari ; N
residential zones. Most schools are located within resioﬁ)ential zone 8tection over many years. However, it is not and never has been

PR : irifallible. | am advised that netting dog fences are far more sus-
Any development application for the construction of an adu':geptible to damage from wildlife and domestic animal pressure than

bookshop or a change of use of an existing building for this purpos . f
: : h ectric fences. | am further advised that there are already about 300
would need to be considered by the relevant authority against t ilometres of electric fencing constructed for the purpose of ‘protect-

development plan provisions for the zone within which it is to be.> = - - . -
located. Consideration would also be given to the nature of nearbg]g conventional netting dog fences which are not able to provide

land uses, such as schools, as part of the assessment process. dequate stock protection in their own right.
The major difficulty with adult bookshops arises in situations
where the adult bookshop occupies a building previously used as POLITICAL DONATIONS
some other type of shop. In this case, the change is not classed as a
change of land use for the purposes of the Development Act and, The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Premier): | seek leave to
therefore, no development approval is required. This is becausggke a ministerial statement.
Schedule 1 of the development regulations contains an all embracing Leave granted
generic definition of the term ‘shop’ that does not distinguish g :
between individual kinds of shops such as an adult bookshop, a The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Last week the Leader of the
second hand bookshop, a newsagent or a delicatessen. Any char@pposition asked three questions relating to financial
to the current definition of shop or the creation of a new definitiondonations to the Liberal Party_ In part’ the information upon

of adult bookshop must follow the procedures set out in Section ; ; : : ;
of the Development Act. These include the Development Polic hich the Leader based his questions was contained in a

Advisory Committee seeking public comments on the proposedlocument released publicly by the Australian Electoral
changes and the opportunity for the Local Government Associatio@ommission three weeks ago. That document was the annual

to make a submission on them. disclosure return to the commission by the South Australian

DOG FENCE

In reply toMr CLARKE (Ross Smith) 9 February.

The Hon. D.S. BAKER:

1. The electric fences intended for use as alternatives to the

etting structure, are designed to present a measure of physical as
ell as psychological control. The Dog Fence Board is well ad-
nced with research into methods for providing reliable 24 hour

nitoring of these fences using remote sensing technology.

2. The existing netting fence has provided a good level of
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Division of the Liberal Party. The document properly recordsasked about a donation to the Liberal Party by Catch Tim
and faithfully reports all the information the Party is requiredLimited.
by law to keep and to disclose. Members interjecting:

The Leader of the Opposition chose to wait until he had The SPEAKER: Order!
the privilege of this Parliament to use this publicly available  The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
information. His questions implied that certain donorstothe The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier has been given
Party and the Government, and in particular me as Premieeave to make a ministerial statement. | therefore expect the
are involved in some improper conduct. That is what theHouse to hear the statement without further interjections.
Leader infers to the media and to the public by the mannerin The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Last Friday, the Leader of
which he asks his questions. Of course, he does not have ttiee Opposition encouraged some journalists to speculate that
courage to make the allegations directly or outside thehis donation had also been given by Mr Robert Gerard of the
privilege of this House. He does not have the courage to makglipsal company. Some journalists attempted to contact
the inference outside the privilege of this House. All he doe®ir Gerard on Friday but he was interstate. Mr Gerard
is ask loaded questions without making direct allegations. contacted me over the weekend. He had been made aware of

On Wednesday, the Leader attempted to link a financiahe Leader’s behaviour and that, while the Leader himself
donation to the Liberal Party by the Clipsal company andwvas not willing publicly to allege improper conduct involving
Government assistance to that company to establish a factottye Government and Clipsal, he was backgrounding journal-
in Strathalbyn to create 90 jobs in an important regionalsts to this effect.
development in this State. As the Minister for Business inthe Mr Gerard has asked me to make clear to this Parliament
former Government, the Leader of the Opposition would hav¢hat he has no association with Catch Tim Limited. He has
known that Clipsal was in receipt of assistance from theasked me to make this clear to the Parliament because he is
former Labor Government to establish factories at Murrayconcerned that, if this sort of behaviour of the Leader

Bridge and Nuriootpa. The assistance— continues, it will discourage other companies from seeking
Members interjecting: assistance that is legitimately available to companies to invest
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Just wait. in South Australia. It will damage the establishment of new
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Wright is out industries and new jobs in South Australia. This assistance

of order. has been provided on a bipartisan basis, with proper scrutiny

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The assistance given by the of and accountability to this Parliament, for more than 40
former Labor Government was more attractive to Clipsal tharyears. Clearly, the Leader now wants to threaten—
that given by the Liberal Government. The assistance given Mr Atkinson interjecting:
by this Government was supported by the Economic Devel- The SPEAKER: Order! | call the member for Spence to
opment Authority. It was recommended by the Industrieorder for the second time. He is out of order.
Development Committee of this Parliament. The Labor The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am telling the public that
members of the committee supported the financial assistandéknow nothing about Catch Tim Limited and that Mr Gerard
None of these facts was mentioned by the Leader of thbas no association with that company. Clearly, the Leader
Opposition in his questions. In raising the matter of financiahow wants to threaten the job creation and industry develop-
assistance given to Clipsal, the Leader drew attention to ament efforts of this Government. By drawing into his net the
article published by the Public Service Association writtenClipsal company, the Leader of the Opposition seeks to smear
to give the impression that Clipsal had received a $2.5 milliora company which strongly supports many sporting and other
grant for this project. Clipsal has received nothing of the sortactivities in the community as a result of its manufacturing

The Housing Trust— operations in South Australia, which directly create 2 150
Members interjecting: jobs and earn millions of dollars in income for South
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Spence is out Australia each year.

of order and | suggest that he not continue to interject. Obviously, the Leader has trawled through the Liberal

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | stress that Clipsal has not Party’s publicly available disclosure document in the hope of
received a $2.5 million grant for this project. The Housingbeing able, under the privilege of this House, to make a series
Trust is building a factory at a cost of $2.5 million and of allegations against companies such as Clipsal which are
Clipsal will rent it on normal commercial terms. Augmenta- proud South Australian corporate citizens. He wants the
tion of the water supply to support the project has beempeople of South Australia to believe that any financial
provided. When the factory is opened, Clipsal will receivedonations to the Liberal Party somehow are rotten and
some payroll tax concessions. | repeat: this arrangement &ssociated with attempts to influence the Government to
not as attractive for Clipsal as that provided by the formefavour the donors. He cannot bring himself to admit the fact
Labor Government to the same company. that many people and companies supported the Liberal Party

The Housing Trust land and factory assistance schemégcause they wanted to get rid of a Labor Government which
which has been used to support the Strathalbyn factory, hagas destroying South Australia.
resulted in the development of 128 other factories over a very Will the Leader of the Opposition also make his allega-
long period of time in this State. One of the attractions of thidions against the Western Mining Corporation or SANTOS?
scheme to private industry is that it can result in the fast trackhese companies have a number of things in common. They
development of that Housing Trust factory. have significant business operations in South Australia. At

In summary, Clipsal is receiving no more assistance thatimes, they require Government decisions to assist their
has been provided by a number of former Governments—eperations. They have made financial donations to the Liberal
Labor as well as Liberal—to a wide range of companies tdParty—and also to the Labor Party, as the publicly available
support job creation and regional development in Southecords clearly show. Yet the Leader wants the public to
Australia. The day after this inference of improper conducbelieve from the way he is pursuing this matter that all
by me in relation to Clipsal, the Leader of the Oppositioncorporate support for the Liberal Party is made in an attempt
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to buy favours. Of course, absent from the Liberal Party’sAustralia. That is what we are doing and what we will
disclosure return is any financial support from the trade uniocontinue to do.
movement.
Talking about investments, how is this for an investment? PAPERS TABLED
The Leader of the Opposition talked about investments. | . )
contrast that with the more than $468 000 of membership and The following papers were laid on the table:
affiliation fees reported by the Labor Party. There is no By the Deputy Premier (Hon. S.J. Baker)—

itemisation of this amount in the Labor Party’s return, but no Liquor Licensing Act—Regulations—Dry Areas—
doubt most of this money comes from trade unions for Wallaroo—Berri.
affiliation fees. In return for this financial support from trade Supreme Court Act 1935—Rules—New Commencement

unions at the last election, this Labor Opposition is opposing Date.

the Government's legislation to end compulsory unionism, By the Treasurer (Hon. S.J. Baker)—

¥Vhi0h_ eéfe%tivelw Willl(forcte St?me' of thte TﬁrdLeabme(ljD mfnelty Statement of Consolidated Account for December 1994.
rom individual workers to be given to the Labor Party. . . .

now opposes the WorkCover legislation, because the union By the Minister for Industrial Affairs (Hon. G.A.
movement demands that it take this position. If ever mone)lpgerson)—

speaks in the way alleged by the Leader of the Opposition, Response to Public Works Committee Report—Seaford 6-
it speaks in the Labor Party. 12 School.

There is absolutely no possibility that this Governmentcan By the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small
be influenced in the way Labor is influenced by financialBusiness and Regional Development (Hon. J.W. Olsen)—
support because, first, the South Australian Division of the Response to Public Works Committee Report—

Liberal Party conducts its fund-raising according to strict Hindmarsh Bridge on Port Road.

guidelines. Those longstanding procedures ensure the gy the Minister for Housing, Urban Development and
integrity of both the Party organisation and its parliamentary qcal Government Relations (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)—
representatives. The South Australian division fully com- Corporation of the City of Glenelg—By-law No. 4—
plies— Streets and Public Places.

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: - . .
L By the Minister for Correctional Services (Hon. W.A.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition is Matt%ew)— (

out of order. He has had a fair go. o inth h i )
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —with the Federal Party's e, Tanuary thon, T Sodth Australlan Prison
fund-raising code, which separates parliamentarians from the
receipt, processing and application of donations. No parlia- STATE FINANCES
mentarian is present or has any access to the meetings or
records of the State Finance Committee. There is no coercion The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer): | seek leave to make
to donate to the Liberal Party, unlike the Labor Party’s cally ministerial statement.
on funds of union membership without those members having The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | refer to State finances and wish
any say whatsoever in how their money is spent. In relatiofy getajl developments since | brought down the Govern-
Mr Clarke interjecting: those developments on the budgetary outlook for the next few
The SPEAKER: Order! years. The 1994-95 budget adhered to the targets set out in
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | highlight to the House the last year's May financial statement, aimed at arresting the
fact that the decision to assist the Clipsal company with itglecline in the State’s financial position under the previous
Strathalbyn development was made last year—long befor@overnment and beginning the process of rebuilding the local
the company’s financial donation was made public thre@conomy. To this end the Government is committed to
weeks ago by the Electoral Commission. No member of theliminating the underlying budget deficit in the State’s non-
Government would have had any knowledge of that donationommercial public sector by the end of its first four years in
when the decision to assist Clipsal was made. No member office.
the Government had any knowledge of the donation by Catch In the budget statement we set a target of work force
Tim Limited until it was disclosed by the Electoral reductions inthe budget sector of 4 300 full-time equivalents
Commission. The Leader now says that | should disclose thia 1994-95. By the end of December last year budget sector
name of the person who signed the cheque. | will not gagencies had advised that the projected full year net reduction
behind the firm rules of the Liberal Party to do so. Suchwas 2 700 full-time equivalents. Agencies had also identified
action would amount to the very behaviour that the Leadeother savings initiatives. However, in view of continuing
by his question purports to condemn: involvement bybudget pressures from rising interest rates and wages, Cabinet
members of Parliament in fund-raising activities to the extentletermined that it was necessary to reinforce the work force
that Government decisions can be influenced by knowledgesduction targets originally set down in last year’s budget.
about donations. Accordingly, agencies have been advised that they must make
No member of the Government, including the Minister forgreater effort to achieve the original work force targets.
Industrial Affairs, knows the names of the companies that However, | emphasise that this does not require agencies
have tendered to WorkCover to contract out WorkCoveto go beyond the target of 4 300 for 1994-95 announced in the
claims management. Decisions related to this matter will bbudget. At the same time these work force targets do not take
made by the WorkCover Board and not by the Governmeninto account savings which are required to fund the two non-
The new Liberal Government was elected to restore integritgupplemented $10 per week increases under enterprise
to Government and to attract new industry and jobs to Soutbhargaining, nor work force losses from contracting out
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proposals other than those that have been identified to thenterprise bargaining moving and to provide some reward for
point. the cooperation of our employees in the fundamental reform
Unlike the previous Government, which continued toof the public sector that is now under way.
deliver outdated or unnecessary services without question, The Government has been negotiating in good faith with
this Government is focusing on overall outcomes. By the verghe unions for a fair and affordable outcome in this area, and
nature of this Government’s budget targets, agencies arecently offered employees a $15 per week wage increase
being presented with the challenge of providing high qualitywith two further productivity-based increases of $10 per week
services in core areas, considering policy changes that wilver an 18-month period. However, the Government will
increase efficiency of operations, and ceasing functions thatrenuously oppose campaigns by particular unions to gain
may no longer be regarded as essential. This approachpigger pay rises than have been offered. Our policy is based
stress, merely enforces the intent and integrity of the originabn wage increases based on productivity gains, not on chasing
1994-95 budget plan. Together with a carefully manageéhcreases granted in other States. | stress that the Government
program of asset sales, this approach will ensure that theill not provide additional funding for the cost of bigger
State’s debt is cut in real terms and that debt reduction i;icreases awarded as a result of these campaigns and,
sustainable over the long term. therefore, the result could only be putting more pressure on
The 1994-95 budget provided yet another clear signal othe jobs of members of these renegade unions.
the Government’s determination to solve the State’s budget The underlying budget deficit targets for the 1994 budget
and debt problems—problems inherited by this Governmengear and the 1995-96, 1996-97 and 1997-98 forward years,
and foisted upon the State’s households and businesses by thkich were decided upon by the Government and published
collapse of the State Bank, the failure of the former Labowith the 1994 budget, clearly commit the Government to
Government to manage State finances, and sustained cutbagksting the total non- commercial sector of the budget into
in the level of Commonwealth financial assistance to theurplus by 1997-98. We remain on track to achieve this
State by the Hawke-Keating Government. The task confrontarget.
ing the Government in the 1995-96 budget has been made To sum up, | have today provided a brief outline of
much more difficult by the Commonwealth’s irresponsibility progress to date in implementing the very necessary budget-
on the fiscal and wages fronts. Since the State budget lasty changes required to secure the State’s financial position.
August, more rapid economic growth has been accompaniethe additional interest and wage burden will not cause the
by higher interest rates and wages pressures. Government to alter its financial targets as set out in the
The Federal Government has been leaving it to théudget. | table the Consolidated Account figures for the three
Reserve Bank to raise interest rates as the sole means mbnths ending December 1994,
preventing an even more disastrous deterioration in the
current account deficit. In fact, since we returned to office in PRISONS, DRUGS
late 1993, long-term interest rates in Australia have increased
by around 3.5 percentage points. These sorts of increases, asThe Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Minister for Correc-
aresult of the Federal Government's economic mismanagéional Services):| seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
ment, not only impact on the State budget but affect ordinary Leave granted.
South Australians—and affect them in almost all areas. High The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | have just tabled the
interest rates have dampened the housing market and the jegport of the investigation into drugs in prisons in South
outlook for those working in the building industry. Small, Australia. The investigation, by Mr Arthur Grant, a former
medium and large businesses are all forced to reconsider théWlorthern Territory Assistant Police Commissioner, com-
investment decisions—decisions that affect job growth anthenced on 20 October 1994 and was completed on 27
prosperity for all South Australians. January 1995. The investigation resulted in 46 recommenda-
The Federal Government’s failure to adjust its own fiscakions for improvement to existing programs, systems and
policy will mean that the State’s 1995-96 budget will be procedures to reduce the incidence of drugs in prisons.
forced to absorb an even higher interest burden. The 1995-3gopies of the report have been given to each of the Police
State budget will now have to be framed taking into accoun€ommissioner and the Correctional Services Chief Executive
a non-commercial sector interest burden that is $65 milliorOfficer for their respective actions to be taken with priority.
higher than expected at the time of last year's budget, andAs one recommendation in the report details matters relating
massive $110 million higher than was anticipated at the timéo particular staff who may be unreasonably prejudiced by its
of the May 1994 financial statement. Fifty per cent of therelease, details of that recommendation have been withheld
non-commercial sector’s additional interest bill is directly thefrom the copies of the report | have tabled.
result of the $3.5 million blow-out in State debt caused by the Some of the major findings of the investigator are as
State Bank and SGIC losses during the reign of our predecefollows. A sample of 10 per cent of current prisoners’
sors. As a consequence, our interest bill this year is somassessment files revealed that some 70 per cent of prisoners
$360 million higher as a direct result of the Bannon-Arnoldhave experienced drug abuse before entering the prison
Government’s incompetence. system on their current sentence. Anecdotal evidence
The Federal Government is supporting a wages policy thaguggests that inmates are pressured into drug use when in
allows wage increases totally unrelated to productivityprison. Because prison is virtually a cashless society for
improvements. This policy places further pressure on Stati@mates, other means are devised for payment for drug deals.
Government work force levels, a situation that could havelhese include TAB and bank accounts, phone cards, tobacco,
been avoided if we had been allowed to implement enterprisgelling on commission, debt collecting services and favours
bargaining in the Public Service without the influence of a(sexual or otherwise).
centrally determined wage increase, which puts a floor under The demand for the supply of drugs and the subsequent
any wage increase offered by an employer. The Governmehigh levels of drug abuse amongst prisoners severely impedes
has made an offer to public sector unions in an attempt to géhe effective management of prisons and prisoners. It
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frequently represents a very real threat to the safety and wellFhese claims have been drawn to the department’s attention
being of officers and prisoners and influences the politics ofo be rectified as a matter of priority.

prison. Drugs make the prison environment more aimless, The investigator identified particular culture problems
unstable and dangerous. Prisoners are demotivated, basharhong staff at some institutions, notably Yatala Labor Prison.
intimidated and demeaned by its effects. A significantHe raised concerns about the adoption of a ‘them and us’
number of incidents occurring in prisons are drug relatedmentality by certain prison officers. Drug counsellors, social
including violence to self, other prisoners and custodialvorkers and support staff fall into the ‘them’ category, who
officers, theft and prison escapes. the investigator claims have reportedly been victims of

The investigator concluded that there is no definitiveinappropriate, unprofessional and unsolicited verbal aggres-
technique for assessing prison drug use in South Australia b§ton from some prison officers. He claims that this hostility
that there are a strata of perceptions. Correctional executivéganifests itself into a lack of cooperation by prison officers
estimate that as low as 30 per cent of the prison populatioAnd attempts to undermine programs designed for the
useillicit drugs, general managers suggest 45 to 50 per cerighabilitation of prisoners. The investigator highlights
and custodial officers and others in positions close to th&®oredom caused by a lack of work as encouraging the use of
problem, including educational officers, social workers andrugs as a means to cope with stress, depression and anxiety
prison drug unit staff, believe 75 per cent to 85 per centof personal life.

Inquiries and observations made by the investigator suggest The investigator also had the opportunity to examine some
the Adelaide Remand Centre and Port Augusta, Port Lincolaf the new work programs proposed for South Australia’s
and Mount Gambier prisons have a lower incidence of drugrisons and endorsed the direction being taken by this
use than the other four correctional centres. The investigatésovernment. He expressed concern about the method of
found that the overwhelming opinion of persons intervieweddrisoner assessment and highlighted the urgent need to
during the course of the investigation was that the primaryedesign the present system of assessment and classification
source of drug entry into prisons is through the medium ofor prisoners. Previously | have announced that new members
contact visits. This opinion, he found, is substantiated byf the Prisoner Assessment Committee are to be appointed
reports of drug related incidents and the number of prisoneghortly and that new directions are being given to that
suspected of being under the influence of drugs on the nigi@ommittee by me, as Minister.

of, and the day following, contact visits. | take this opportunity to place on the record my thanks to

The investigator reported that there is always the potentighe investigator, Mr Arthur Grant, and to the staff who
that, while the demand for drugs prevails and the casgUPported Mr Grantin his investigation. Mr Grant's extensive
rewards are attractive or other forms of coercion exist, therévestigation and findings will be invaluable to the Govern-
will be some staff involved in the trafficking of drugs. mentin tackling the enormous problems faced in combating
However, it should be stressed that the investigator als@rugs in prison.
reported that the indication is that the involvement of prison

officers in the importation of drugs into South Australian QUESTION TIME
prisons is minimal.
The investigator found that current procedures for the POLITICAL DONATIONS

identification of visitors exposes the present system to blatant
abuse. He further found that the virtually unrestricted use of The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Will
telephones by prisoners for the purpose of making outgointhe Premier ask the Attorney-General to investigate whether
calls is excessive and incongruent with the concept ofhe Liberal Party’s entry reporting the donation of $100 000
imprisonment. The investigator supported the changeBy Catch Tim Ltd to that Party’s campaign complies with the
proposed by this Government to implement a controlledcommonwealth Electoral Act in accurately revealing the
telephone system in prisons. name and address of Catch Tim Ltd? Section 314AC of the

Itis important to note that the investigator commented tha0mmonwealth Electoral Act requires donations above
the illicit use of drugs in prison is a significant problem in all $1 500 from companies to be declared with details of the true
western countries. He stated that this indicates that thea@me and accurate address of the company. Inquiries in Hong
traditional security measures used in these jurisdictions is ndfongd reveal that the Liberal Party’s biggest donor, Catch Tim
an effective means for the prevention of entry of drugs intd-td, is not known at its address. We have been told that the
prison. He found that this is particularly true of perimeterPremier does know the identity of Catch Tim.
security measures, as they have not been designed to block The SPEAKER: Order!
the entry of drugs but rather to prevent prisoner escapes and The Hon. M.D. RANN: Why don't you tell the
ensure prisons are not breached by persons seeking to freeRarliament—
harm an inmate. As an example, the investigator illustrated The SPEAKER: Order!
that at Cadell Training Centre there is no physical barrierto The Hon. M.D. RANN: —and why won'’t you tell the
prevent contraband or an outside agent from entering a prisgreople of South Australia?
property. In most other institutions, however, drugs have to The SPEAKER: Order! First, the honourable member
be projected over a perimeter enclosure. Often this islearly was commenting at the completion of his question and
achieved by placing the drugs inside a tennis ball an@xplanation. Secondly, he cannot impute improper motives
throwing or hitting the ball over a fence or wall. to any member. The honourable Premier.

The investigator had the opportunity to examine this Members interjecting:
Government's changes instigated to the Prison Drug Strategy. The SPEAKER: Order!
While endorsing the philosophy now being followed by the  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: We are used to this rather
department, the investigator identified concerns regarding theleazy behaviour of the Leader of the Opposition. Let me
effectiveness with which the strategy is being implementedmake it quite clear to the House: | have no knowledge
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whatsoever of any donor to the Liberal Party, except for thend banking contracts and also in project finance. Having
official publication by the Australian Electoral Commission- actually done consulting work already for the Olympic
er; and, of course, as that is under Federal—not State-Games Committee in Sydney for the year 2000, he will bring
legislation, it is quite inappropriate for the State Attorney-to that position, first, an intimate knowledge of the Olympic
General to pass a legal opinion on it. Games and what is being organised; and, secondly, plenty of
Members interjecting: background and knowledge of the people in Sydney who will
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will resume his seat. be letting the tenders, which are so important to win work for
The Leader of the Opposition has continued to interject afteBouth Australian companies.
he has asked his question, and the Chair has been mostFirst, we are trying to identify for South Australian
tolerant. | suggest to the Leader that he no longer continueompanies contract work, which involves construction work
that practice. or supply contracts. Secondly, we are making sure that we
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: If anyone is to pass a legal attractto South Australia a significant number of the tourists
opinion on the legitimacy of any of the returns, whether itwho will visit Sydney in the year 2000, coming to South
involves the Liberal Party or the Labor Party, it should be upAustralia either on the way to Sydney or immediately
to the Federal Attorney-General, because he is the appropriaaéterwards. The number of tourists who will visit Australia
Minister in this area. | suggest that, if the Leader has an the year 2000 will be enormous. Thirdly, we want to make
complaint, he go off and talk to the Federal Government. Isure that we maximise the number of training events and the
is not up to the State Attorney-General, because this declarase of our sporting facilities leading up to the 2000 Olympics.
tion is required under Federal law. As | indicated thisIn particular, we are expecting that soccer preliminary rounds
afternoon, the Liberal Party has apparently complied fullyfor the Olympics can be played in South Australia. We also
with that requirement under the law, because the Federaklieve that there will be a substantial demand on our other
Electoral Commissioner has apparently been satisfied. facilities, such as our cycling track, which will be ideal for
reiterate: the behaviour of the Leader of the Opposition opreliminary training for the Olympics Games in the year
this issue, in trying to throw some allegations— 2000. So, South Australia is in there and is far more effective-
The Hon. S.J. Baker:He was trying to throw it over to ly putting forward its representation than any other State
Clipsal just a while ago. except for New South Wales.
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Exactly! He was trying to
drag down Clipsal last week. He actually told journalists, BUDGET TARGETS
‘This money has come from Gerard Industries or Mr Gerard.’ o
That is what he was out there telling journalists last week. Mr QUIRKE (Playford): My question is directed to the
Some of those journa"sts actua”y rang Mr Gerard on Frida}]—reasurer. C;_|Ven the Treasure_l"s State.ment to this House, can
shortly after this statement had been made by the Leader 8 now confirm that the Premier was incorrect when he told
the Opposition. He does not say that on television, becau@rad'o interviewer this morning that Cabinet would ‘stick to
he knows darn well he would be taken through the courts anée job targets we put down in the budget last year'? Both the
well and truly cleaned out for every dollar he has. HePremier and the Treasurer have b_een interviewed today about
privately briefs peop|e and tries to smear someone by‘le |eaked budget dOCUmelnt which shows .plans for further
implying improper action, and it just highlights the nature ofPublic sector job and service cuts exceeding those of last
the person concerned. | stand in this House and can proudfgar’s budget. On radio this morning, the Premier said that
say that | have absolutely no information on any donor to théhe Cabinet would stick to the Government's original job
Liberal Party, except for that which came out only threetargets. On a news bulletin, some nine minutes later, the

weeks ago in the official declaration. Treasurer confirmed ‘there will have to be some further
cutting’ in line with his leaked memao of 8 February this year.
OLYMPIC GAMES The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The member for Playford has

something wrong. | will explain to him what was said in the
Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): My guestion is directed to the statement, both in the House and earlier today. Quite

Premier. simply—and | have consistently said it since October—the
Mr Atkinson interjecting: budget targets have to be met, and we all agree on that. | also
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Spence. said that Federal Government policies have made life very
Members interjecting: difficult for South Australians and for our budgets. | know
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Custance is out that the Minister for Health is trying his hardest in respect of

of order. this situation. Every other Minister in the Cabinet is doing

Mr LEGGETT: What action has the Government now their darnedest to reduce the costs of government and to live
taken to fulfil its commitment to ensure South Australianwithin the targets that we have set, while at the same time
companies are well placed to win contracts from workenormous pressures are being placed upon us by the Federal
associated with staging the Sydney 2000 Olympics? Government both in its wages policy and its economic/fiscal

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am delighted to report that mismanagement, which, of course, has led to the blow out in
the South Australian Government is probably the leadingnterest rates.

Government in Australia, after the New South Wales We have said consistently that targets were placed in the
Government, in moving to make sure that we maximise théudget papers at the very beginning. We had the May
benefit for this State from the Olympic Games being held irstatement and, of course, the budget statement itself. Both
Sydney in the year 2000. It is so important that we havalocuments were basically consistent in saying that there will
effective representation in Sydney. We are establishing ahave to be a reduction of about 4 300 full-time equivalents in
office in Sydney, and Mr Phillip Meyer will be General the public sector. That has been our consistent stance. We
Manager of South Australia’s Sydney 2000 Olympics Office.said to the agencies, ‘In dollar terms this is where we want
Mr Meyer has a very significant background, first, in bankto finish at the end of this financial year.’ The agencies have
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come back with their final figures and we are falling far short We as a Government will not stand by and allow this
of our employment targets in the budget papers, as the formeituation to continue, whereby our linen services and
Treasurer would understand. We are now saying that thogberefore our public hospital service delivery are placed at
targets have to be met. It is simple: we have to get the savinggsk. | know that the majority of workers at Central Linen are
from work force reductions otherwise we will have anhard-working, decent individuals who are being dictated to
ongoing responsibility. That is completely consistent withby a union that is out of control. It is about time we got some
what the Premier and | have said, and | believe that it isesponsibility. | reiterate to the House that, if the wages of
consistent with the information provided to the journalists inCentral Linen employees were compared to award wages in
this town. the private sector, members would see that those employees

We have consistently said that we will reposition theare getting about $50 a week more than their counterparts in
budget, which we are doing, and we are looking at everyhe private sector. They are getting about $50 more and they
measure to ensure that we hit those budget targets. Of courgéant another $68 a week on top of that. That is not on; they
the original work force targets have to be met in order for ug¢an make their own choices. However, the Government will
to be able to sustain our position. That is quite clear. Ther80t tolerate this sort of bastardry by the union movement.

is no difference of opinion and we are getting on with the job.
TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT

CENTRAL LINEN SERVICE Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Will the Premier explain how

. ) . . the Government can make the cuts to the Department of
Mr CAUDELL (M'tChe”); W'I.I ;he Treasurer inform the Transport announced by the Minister for Transport today
House of the Government’s position in relation to the wage

claims by emplovees who have not accented the Gover\SNithOUI sacrificing road and vehicle safety, customer service,
y empioy P riﬁeintegrity of computer data and the privacy of individuals?

) 7 2 o .
T vy e Opposion Understands hat st repesenttves are
. |Eelng told right now that the Department of Transport will be
is causing some disruption to service deliveries S‘faci.ng a sta_ﬁ cut of 1 300 as a result of the outsourcing of
o " major functions. A report prepared by the Department of
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: This is a matter of considerable Transport in February 1993 indicates that outsourcing of the
seriousness. | am disappointed to report to the House th@inctions of the Motor Registration Division of the depart-
Central Linen, which is an agency under my portfolio, iSment would result in an increase in cost to taxpayers of $12
causing difficulties for public hospitals in this State. It is mjllion over five years. The Opposition has been informed
disappointing for me because I have visited the premises anfat the staff as a whole will not be told their fate until 5.15
Congratulated the Staff on the |mpr0vement3 they are mak”]glml today’ almost three hours after the M|nlster for
towards achieving best practice. The targets set at thﬁansport made a public announcement.
beginning of the year in order to get back to a best practice The Hon, DEAN BROWN: The Minister for Transport
situation before further productivity improvements involved;g looking at contracting out a number of functions of the
getting the cost of linen from $1.70 per kilogram, on averagepepartment of Transport, but before the final decision is
down to $1.50 per kilogram by the end of this year, and thagade on any proposal it must comply with certain standards
was largely achieved. However, that is still 25¢ a kilogramyhat the Government has put down. These standards include
above the standard in the private sector. So, there is still e fact that there must be a significant cost saving to the
long way to go, but we are working on that situation. taxpayers of South Australia and a better and more efficient
It is fundamental that there be no wage pressure on thosgzlivery of service, because, after all, the Government is
outcomes, otherwise the cost of linen will escalate and ouproviding essential core services to the public of South
capacity to have the most effective linen service in theaustralia, and it will want to do that as efficiently as possible.
country will be put at great risk. That is why I am disappoint-  So the Government has put down a whole series of
ed that many of the employees at Central Linen haveverriding criteria that must apply to any contracting out.
followed the lead and the dictates of the Miscellaneousome areas that are being looked at include the bitumen plant
Workers' Division of the South Australian Branch of the which, quite appropriately, can be conducted very efficiently
Australian Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous Workerspy the private sector. It will not be contracted out to the
Union in pursuing their claim for a $20 per week wage riseprivate sector unless there is a specific cost saving. As the
straight away plus $48 in the next two years. That is inconsishonourable member knows, we have already achieved a
tent with our stance on the wages policy and is wildlysignificant saving of $5 million a year to taxpayers by the
inconsistent with our getting back to a best practice positiorgontracting out of Modbury Hospital but, more importantly,
I think that every member would endorse our aim of being thehe people of the north-eastern suburbs will get better medical
best at whatever we do. and hospital care as a result of that outsourcing. We are well
The unfortunate outcome is that there have been thredown the path towards outsourcing information technology
separate incidents at Central Linen that have prevented lineand will save the taxpayers of South Australia over
supplies going to the public hospital system. We are nowb100 million, but again, very importantly, we will attract a
talking about essential services, and they are being placedwahole new industry to South Australia, and we have shown
risk through the bloody-mindedness of certain individuals irthe same sort of initiative with the management and operation
the union and at the linen service. Many employees at thef the EWS.
service want to work; they do not want to have any part of | stress again that three important criteria must be met:
this campaign. Yet, we have seen a process of intimidatiofirst, there must be substantial net cost savings (that includes
by the union that has resulted in linen services being put averything); secondly, there must be an improvement in the
risk. The workers have not yet signed off that they will stopstandard of delivery of service; and finally, and more
the stupidity and get on with the job. importantly, we need to be able to look after the Government
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employees who are involved. We have done that in all th@rograms and independently audited inspections of all

contracting out that we have done: we have specificallgmallgoods factories, boning rooms and premises that have
arranged for people to be offered jobs with the contractor whaot previously been regulated. Before, it was open slather;
takes on the service. In fact, the clear evidence is that, in mosibw, this Government is making sure that everyone, includ-

cases, those former Government employees will work undeang the chicken industry, will come under a quality assurance

better conditions than if they had stayed with theprogram with independent auditinspection by SGS, which is

Government. It is a voluntary decision on their part. Theaccredited in 140 countries as an official inspector of food

Government pays them an incentive to move across to therocessing.

contractor. Any net savings must take into account any The quality assurance program will ensure that manage-
incentive paid to employees to go across to a contractor. Weient and the work force will be involved in quality control
are looking for a win situation as far as taxpayers argrom the time the product enters the factory until the time it
concerned, a win situation in terms of the quality of servicgeayes it, when all the programs will be audited and inspected
that South Australians get, and a win situation for thegfficially. For Mr Ford to say that if his union’s inspectors

Government's own employees. had been involved they would have had some effect on the
Garibaldi issue is absolute nonsense. They would not have
MEAT INSPECTION picked that up, and everyone knows that. It is about time that

this union, which is running this industrial campaign, stopped

using the public to undermine confidence in the meat industry
ot only this State but also nationally and started to

understand that the public in Australia will not put up with

Mr KERIN (Frome): Will the Minister for Primary
Industries assure the House and consumers that the new m
inspection services, which will come into effect from 1 March
this year, will ensure that meat consumed in South Australi

and approved for export from this State is of the highest =~ | ) ,
standard? It is interesting to note Mr Ford’s background. Mr Ford

The Hon. D.S. BAKER: | thank the honourable member &nd his union were represented on the committee that was set
for his interest in this matter as he has at least one abattoir f#P SiX months ago to provide quality assurance programs for
his electorate. | think it is fair to say that a most insidious>CUth Australia. In fact, Mr Ford was also a member of the

campaign has been run in the past few weeks by the Fedefgdulation subcommittee. He sat there for six months

Community and Public Service Union, with | believe the full SUPPOrting what we are doing in South Australia. He
knowledge and support of the Opposition, to try to undermingUPPorted the fact that industry in South Australia was
public confidence in the meat industry not only in South®verwhelmingly behind whatwe are doing. Now he is trying
Australia but in Australia. In the past few days two or threet© "un federally and in this State an insidious industrial
television programs have handled the truth with gay abanddf2MPaign to undermine confidence in this State and the
in much the same way as does the Opposition. At the bottori@tion. It is about time it stopped.

of that is Mr Ford, a member of the Federal Community and

Public Service Union, who has made some quite wild claims PUBLIC SECTOR WAGES

and allegations.

The Federal Minister for Primary Industries (Senator Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Will the Treasurer clarify
Collins) stated what the meat industry is worth to Australiatoday’s Public Service wages policy and its impact on jobs
At present it employs 30 000 people and it is worthin the light of the leaked memo of 8 February which says that
$5.6 billion. In South Australia, it represents 20 per cent ofvage rises will cost further jobs? Last year's May financial
our gross agricultural commodities and is worth half a billionstatement outlined a two year wage freeze, and no provision
dollars. This industrial campaign is all about trying to ensurevas made for wage rises in the budget. Then, on
that this union gets more members. They are forgetting abodt/ November, the Government announced a wage rise offer
the public and what they are doing by undermining confi-0f, at that time, $12 a week, which would be supplemented
dence; all they want is to make sure that they have morBy Treasury and not linked to further job cuts. By January,
members to inspect meat. Effectively, what Senator Collinghe offer was $35 a week. Now, the Treasurer’s leaked memo
said regarding their allegations was ‘Put up or shut up.’ _refers to wqu force reductions v_vhich agencies need to ta_lke

This insidious campaign, which has been started on thito effect in relation to wage increases under enterprise
national scene, is occurring at a time when the America®argaining.

Meat Surveillance Authority is in this country inspecting all  The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | can understand that members
the abattoirs of the second biggest meat exporting nation iapposite are confused: that was the state they were in when
the world. To hell with that! These people are trying toin government and it has not changed. If the honourable
undermine the whole situation by saying that there is a linknember reads the budget papers, he will see clearly the
between the union’s lack of members and the current tragedgrgets set down. We set a target of zero for the first and
that has taken place in South Australia. On a televisiorsecond years and 2 per cent in the two out years. The wages
program last night they tried to say that one case of foodituation has been forced on us and precipitated by some of
poisoning that occurred in the United States was linked to théhe actions that took place not only in the Federal Industrial
standard of meat hygiene in Australia. If that is correct, it isCommission but also by the Prime Minister who said, ‘The
a slur on the members of the union, because they do theorst is all over; we can take home the bacon.’ And look at
inspecting. However, there is no correlation whatsoever, anghere our current account deficit and interest rates are now.
there never has been, between meat hygiene and any probléinve want to look at precipitous action, we should look at
that has occurred in the United States. that item. We laid down quite clearly that we are interested

They also allege that we are about to deregulate the meat getting the most efficient and effective public sector and
industry. That is completely incorrect. For the first time in Public Service and, if there are wages pressures, it will be
South Australia’s history we will have quality assurancejobs.
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Regarding the pressure placed on us by the Industriansure that we end up with the best tourism destination in
Commission’s saying that there is a safety net to the whol&outh Australia.
system of $8 plus $8 plus $8, we did not have a bargaining
position left because, if we did not go into enterprise POLITICAL DONATIONS
bargaining, we were left with simply paying out $24 for no

return. An agreement was reached at that stage that we would pr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): My
bring forward the 2 per cent from the third year of the fourguestion is directed to the Minister for Industrial Affairs. Was
year cycle and plug it into the forward estimates. We havehe Government's decision to intervene and support Foodland
done exactly that and we are seeing the flow on. by engaging Queen’s Counsel to oppose the application by
We need to understand that that covers the $15: it does ngle Shop Distributive and Allied Employees’ Union for
cover the $10 plus $10, which, it has been clearly said, haveederal award coverage influenced by the donation of
to be accompanied by productivity improvements. So, the $1810 000 by Impeach Pty Ltd to the Liberal Party election
plus $10 must see productivity improvements. We have saigampaign? The list of donations made to the Liberal Party
that from the beginning. I do not understand why there is anghows that an amount of $10 000 was given by a company
misconception or misunderstanding about that situation. called Impeach Pty Ltd. The principal activity of Impeach Pty
Ltd is listed with the Australian Securities Commission as
KANGAROO ISLAND being the trustee company for the Foodland Promotions Unit

Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Will the Minister for Trust. S
Tourism inform the House of any action taken by the State Meémbers interjecting:

Government to address issues on Kangaroo Island arising The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many interjections.
from the significant increase in the number of visitors to thelhe Chair does not want to have to speak to certain members
island during the summer? again.

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | was surprised this The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Is it not amazing that the
morning to read in the paper the comments of Mr Penleyonourable member opposite should get up and talk about our
(General Manager of Sealink) and John Karran (who is alsfhtervening? This was the very group of independent grocers
from the island), because on Saturday morning, as part ofj@ this State with whom the previous Government got the
pre-organised program and for the second meeting in tWgDA to do a deal to ensure we had five nights of shop trading
weeks, we sat down to look at the issues created on Kangar@®this State—the very group that the Deputy Leader of the
Island by the sudden influx of day trippers to the island. ThaDpposition turned his back on—
most important issue to cqr_13|der is that the Kangaroo Island " \1r clarke interjecting:

Tourism Board has a positive program whereby it wants to

attract long-term visitors and people interested in the eco- 1he SPEAKER: Order!
tourism destination. Clearly, that is the policy the The Hon.G.A. INGERSON: It was the very group that
Government supports. you tried to force to get into the agreement with the SDA—

With the introduction ofSuper Flyte which has intro-  the very group that they tried to force into the five day week.
duced a whole range of new day trippers to the island,wédhe very reason we sat down with the Foodland group was
have competition on the island for Sealink and for a wholghat it came to the Government and said that it was being
range of things. Competition is not the issue: the problem istood over by the Shop Distributive and Allied Union and it
that, with another 30 000 visitors to the island, the infrastrucwas trying to force it into the Federal union—
ture problems have become apparent, and that involves the Mr Clarke interjecting:
roads, the general infrastructure in terms of accommodation, The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader of the

and simple thi_ngs such as the lack of toilets and the queStioﬁpposition is out of order. He has asked his question.
of shop opening hours and so on. Nearly 1 000 people per

weekend go to the island and many of the shops are closed. 1he Hon. G.A. INGERSON: When we came to govern-
There is a general lack of coordination of the whole tourism{M€nt, we said to every small business association in this
development program because of the sudden influx of 25 ooBtate, 'If you are stood over by any union, in particular by the
new visitors. Shop Distributive and Allied Employees’ Union, and if you
One of the principal reasons why we went to the island '€ Prepared to go to court, we will stand alongside you.
the weekend was to sit down and discuss those issues. | wa3at is the first time a Government has been prepared to
surprised to see those sorts of statements in the paper tod32nd alongside small business people in this State in order
when the meeting was attended by representatives of UL protect them. In relation to the slimy allegation from the
Department of Premier and Cabinet, the South Australiafonourable member opposite—
Tourism Commission, Kingscote and Dudley councils, Mr Clarke interjecting:
Tourism Kangaroo Island, the Kangaroo Island Development  The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Go outside and say it. As
Board and the Department for the Environment and Naturalsaid the other day, | would love to—
Resources. People representing all those bodies were at the
second meeting in two weeks to discuss the very issues
referred to in that article. It is the Government's view that  1he SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader of the
Kangaroo Island is one of the most important tourismOPPosition is completely out of order.
destinations not only in South Australia but in Australia, and The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: As | said the other day in
the general direction of the Tourism Commission Board orthis House, like the Premier, | had no idea until the list was
Kangaroo Island should result in its being a major ecopublished who were the donors. As a matter of fact, the only
tourism development and destination in South Australia. Weeason | know that Foodland was a donor is that the Deputy
will be working continually with people on the island to Leader was clever enough to look it up and tell me today.

Members interjecting:
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WATER FILTRATION and Further Education, or whoever happens to be represent-
ing that vacant space.
Mr VENNING (Custance): Will the Minister for The SPEAKER: The Minister for Housing, Urban

Infrastructure advise the House of what benefits filtered wateDevelopment and Local Government Relations is represent-

will bring to the Barossa Valley, the Mid North, the Adelaide ing him.

Hills and the Riverland following his announcement of plans  Mr CLARKE: Will the Minister rule out cuts to TAFE

for water filtration to these regions? Thirty-four thousandprograms, particularly in country areas, in the second

people in 31 country communities anxiously wait for positivesemester of this year or in 1996? The Opposition has been

information as to when they might look forward to cleancontacted by TAFE students and lecturing staff who have

filtered water. Consecutive Labor Governments promised texpressed grave concern that massive cuts to courses totalling

deliver clean water but failed. It proved to be just a miragemillions of dollars are being considered by the State
An honourable member interjecting: Government. They have informed the Opposition that

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Well might you ask, ‘Where is Programs targeted include hairdressing, business studies,
the Leader of the Opposition in the middle of Question TimePuilding and furnishing trades, and textiles, clothing and
today?' | guess there is another good news story coming.fpotwear, with country areas likely to be hurt the most.
can understand that he is so embarrassed about good newsThe Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | will refer this important
stories constantly coming from this Government that he wantguestion to my colleague and obtain a considered reply for
to go out of the Chamber when they come to the fore.  the honourable member at the earliest opportunity.

| am pleased to inform the House that the Government has
made a decision to proceed with the filtration of water INFECTION CONTROL
supplies for the Barossa Valley, the Mid North, the Adelaide

Hills and the Riverland with a program of approximately y,q iqint AMA and ADA infection control program, will the
$100 million that will commence forthwith. The Government \yinister for Health inform the House whether he considers

has decided to call for expressions of interest for the privat@nat the infection control measures being implemented in
sector to build, own and operate these water filtration plantsg g 11 Australian surgeries are sufficient?

which will be phased in over the next few years, the first The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the honourable

project coming on stream, hopefully, by 1997—the earliesF’nemberfor her interest in this very important matter which,

we can bring them on stream by the time we undertake, o "has enormous import for the community. Members
negotiations with the private sector, the design of the plamsmight well have noted that the Australian Medical

the purchase of the property upon which the filtration plant.%ssociation and the Australian Dental Association have

W'” be located and the construction and subsequent COMMIZmbined to introduce into their surgeries a new infection
sioning of those !olants. . control assessment program on a voluntary basis. | congratu-
They are particularly important because, for too long, 8ate poth the AMA and the ADA on this program, because it
number of people in the near metropolitan area and outg{as peen hailed as an Australian first. Doctors and dentists
metropolitan area have had to put up with unfiltered watekyj|| not be compelled to undergo assessment, but the belief
and the reputation for that water in non-metropolitan areag; that most medical and dental practices will comply with the
has worked against the tourism potential of South Australigyrogram to attain official certification, and | believe that the
in the Barossa Valley and the like. In addition, clearly, thefepressure of the marketplace will make sure that people do just
have been health concerns. Many of the areas are prifjgat. Of course, it is important that each doctor and dentist
tourist destinations and have key growth for value adding iy actise appropriate procedures, because it does not matter
primary produce such as processed food and beverages. {8y many certificates are on the wall: what is important is
undertake value adding in these primary products you mugat every process these dentists and doctors perform is done
have a water source that enables you to do so. Once theggh the appropriate infection control mechanism.
schemes are in place, that can be delivered. Filtered water is The south Australian Dental Service also has an infection
safer water: it means fe_'wer disinfectants, less colour, lessynirol program, which was developed by an infection
odour and fewer impurities. control committee established about three years ago. It is
Clearly, the decision by the Government to fast track ithased on the broad guidelines of the National Health and
through the build-own-operate scheme means that, instead Rfedical Research Council for viral infections in dentistry, the
its being in the year 2000 and beyond, as under the capit@tandards Australia guidelines and the Health Commission
works program of the former Administration, these peoplénfection control guidelines. Certainly, they are consistent
will get filtered water some 2% years from now. It also fitswith the Australian National Council on AIDS guidelines.
comfortably with the Hilmer report and the subsequentThe South Australian Dental Service itself has employed
legislation proposed by the Federal Government regardingualified infection control officers for several years, and there
Hilmer. are experts on infection control and transmissible disease on
In summary, this $100 million program delivers benefitsstaff.
all around: filtered water to 100 000 South Australians; the In relation to the general matter of infection control in
generation of new business in the State’s expanding watéxdelaide at these practices, infection control, | am pleased to
industry; opportunities for further expansion in the food andsay, is already at a very high level. A pilot survey of 23

Ms GREIG (Reynell): Following the announcement of

beverage sector; and a boost to tourism and health. practices in Adelaide last year indicated that existing
infection control standards were very high. Clearly, the
TAFE CUTS Government has a great interest in that and, indeed, has been

part of developing the program. As Minister for Health | have
Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): My  a personal commitment to see this program working success-
question is directed to the Minister for Employment, Trainingfully, and last Thursday evening | attended a joint meeting
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held by the AMA and the ADA. | am told that there were =~ Members interjecting:

between 300 and 400 registrants and a large number of The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader of the
participants who simply could not get into the meeting hallopposition has had ample warning.

itself. It was standing room only, so they were given a special
briefing on the checklist procedures and certification process. STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
It is important that | relay to the House that there was a

palpable sense of enthusiasm for this new infection control \s \WHITE (Taylor): My question is directed to the

procedure. . ~ Minister for the Environment and Natural Resources with
Itis very important that we recognise that there is simplyyeference to the Government's proposed catchment manage-
no value in compulsory certification, for a number of reasonsment authority. Can ratepayers be assured that the funds
As | have said to the House before, there is a three montiayied for stormwater management by their local councils will
window period between infection and when tests becomge ysed exclusively for projects in their own catchment area?

positive in the first instance but, secondly, as | said, it does The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | indicate very clearly to the
not r;ngttzr what cernﬂqa%els alre Q'Lt&e VX\?\” Aeacg t‘?‘rofgzrﬁonourable member that that is the case and that is the whole
must be done appropriately. { wish the and the jpurpose of the legislation—to have ownership within each

agreat deal of success in this Australian first, and | assure ifidividual catchment. While I am on the subject, and I thank
public that the South Australian Dental Service is also he

participant in striving for excellence in infection control
mechanisms.

honourable member for providing the opportunity,
contrary to some of the statements that have been made by
the Opposition regarding this legislation, the feedback that
the Government has had at this stage is extremely positive.
HOUSING TRUST RENTS People are absolutely fed up with rhetoric with regard to the

Ms HURLEY (Napier): Will the Minister for Housing, important work that needs to be carried out in cleaning up our

Urban Development and Local Government Relations ruld/aterways in the metropolitan area. Our waterways in the
out further increases in Housing Trust rents in the forth/Netropolitan area and in this State have been ignored for

coming budget? The Treasurer’s leaked memo of 8 Februalgcades’ particularly on the part of the previous Labor
to chief executives of departments refers to cuts in Governs overnment._The people of Soqth A“S”a"’?‘c partlcglarly In
ment support to the trust of nearly $15 million over the nex he metropolitan area, are calling for positive action and
two years and opportunities for increased recovery of (:os@Sk'ng the Goyernment to take that af:thﬂ. .
of provision of services by the public sector. The memo refers We are putting in place a mechanism to enable specific
to a loss of only 80 jobs in this area. individual programs to be funded, not a mechanism to raise
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: As the honourable member funds ingeneral. We are talking here about cleaning up water
would know, the Housing Trust each year has a CPI adjusfn the ca_tchment—the_same water that goes into reservo_irs
ment. Other than that adjustment, | have no proposals befofé?m which people drink—and the concern that there is

me for any increases in Housing Trust rent structures. ~ '€garding our marine waters at present. We are also talking
about an opportunity to remedy a life and death situation

POLITICAL DONATIONS facing many of our waterways. We have to ensure that our
waterways provide clean water in the long term for future
Mr BASS (Florey): My question is directed to the generations of South Australians. That is exactly what we are
Minister for Industrial Affairs. Is the Minister aware of any doing in the legislation, and when it is introduced | look
financial support given to the Labor Party by the Shoplorward to the support of the Opposition.
Distributive and Allied Employees’ Association?
Members interjecting: DICKY SEATS
The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition is warned for the second time. The honourable Mr EVANS (Davenport): My question is directed to the
Minister for Industrial Affairs. Minister representing the Minister for Transport in another
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: A few minutes ago we Place. Is the Government taking any action to ensure that
heard the Deputy Leader complaining about a $10 00dicky seats installed i_nto the rear compartment of station
donation from Foodland to the Liberal Party to fight the Shogvagons and other vehicles after the point of manufacture are
Distributive and Allied Employees’ Association. Looking at manufactured and installed to a safe standard, and if not why
the published list, | think members will be interested to seé0t; and what action is the Government taking to check that
‘Shop Distributive Association, Kent Town, donation Labor existing dicky seats already installed after the point of
Party, $10 000". There is also a further very interestingnanufacture are, in fact, safe? It has come to my attention
donation—it is probably headed for the bagman of the Labothat some, but not all, of t_hese seats that carry small children
Party—‘Michael Atkinson, Shop Distributive and Allied are not manufactured or installed to any standard at all. Also,
Association, $4 678'. Then there is another referencé understand that the State Government has no power to
involving the Spence Sub-branch, one payment in Februar§nforce manufacturers or installers to meet any safety
of 1994 and the other in December 1993, amounting tétandard. Further, they cannot penalise or stop them if they
$2 200. So, the bagman for the Labor Party, the member fgiontinue to manufacture or install to an unsafe standard or,
Spence, has got $6 878 from the SDA. It really makes dhdeed, recall any unsafe product.
mockery of the nonsense being carried on by the Deputy The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The safety, health and welfare
Leader when here we have the very union that the Deputgf young children in motor vehicles is obviously of prime
Leader is having a go at directly influencing the campaign ofmportance to the Government and the reason the honourable
a member of Parliament and giving it to the Labor Party. Imember has asked his question. He has raised a series of
think this speaks for itself. specific issues related to this question which | will refer to the



1668 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 21 February 1995

Minister for Transport, and | will bring back a consideredis hoped that this will be the first of a long line of
reply. international teams of athletes and events attracted to
Adelaide in the lead-up to Sydney 2000.
ADOPTION Members will recall that a round of the World Cup in
o track cycling will be held at the Superdrome in July this year
Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): My question is directed anq would have noticed recent media announcements about
to the Minister for Family and Community Services. Will the re-Olympic soccer tournaments to be held at the Hindmarsh
Minister confirm whether or not he has received the commitsiadium. In April, Hockey SA will host some of the prelimi-
tee of review’s report on adoption and, if so, when will it benary rounds and the final of the Four Nations Women'’s
available for public comment? | have received a number Of-iockey Tournament, which features South Africa, China,
inquiries from constituents asking when the committee's\ew zZealand and our own world champion Australian team.
that the committee of review was to have had its report anﬁngland will also be held at The Pines.
recommendations ready for the Minister at the end of |5y pleased to announce another hockey initiative with
Sept_ember 1994, an_d I am further informed that the Ministeg piq to host the 1997 Champions Trophy Tournament in
received the committee’s report in Octo_ber 1994. At th'S_AdeIaide. The Champions Trophy involves the top six men’s
stage nothing has been heard or seen of it. As the report Wil sckey countries in the world and is a prestigious event
affect a large number of people involved in adoption, we argeqarded in hockey circles as being behind only the Olympic
anxiously awaiting a response. _ Games and World Cup. It is estimated that on this occasion
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | have received a copy of the ¢ will bring another 2 000 visitors to Adelaide. Bidding will
report, which is an extremely important one. The Governmenge 4 two-stage process with the first task being to secure the
came to office with a policy which clearly spelt out that we rjgh; to bid on behalf of Australia. The International Events
would be looking to amend legislation dealing with adoption, yjit of my department will assist Hockey SA to prepare the

and that is my intention. | am still considering the report andirst stage bid for submission to the Australian Hockey
hope that in the near future | will be able to release itpggociation.

publicly. This should indicate to members opposite that it is
important that South Australia identify with Olympics 2000
OLYMPIC GAMES and make every effort within our departments, particularly in

Mr CONDOUS (Colton): My question is directed to the Recreation and Sport (which | believe is doing a magnificent

Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing. Can the Ministel°P) 10 ensure that we do our bit in maximising sport and the
provide the latest information to the House on efforts toopportunities that will come to Australia through Olympics
maximise the benefits to South Australia through sportin&000 in Sydney.

initiatives leading up to the Sydney 2000 Olympics? | am

aware that the South Australian Government is committed to GEPPS CROSS HOSPITAL
ensuring that the State benefits to the greatest extent possible Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to

from th_e s'_faging of the Olympic Games in Sydney. | he.“’e[he Minister for Health. On what basis has the Government
read with interest about the success of the recent visit tﬂow decided to consider the option of a greenfields site

Adelaide of the United States women’s hockey team. d :
) . . evelopment for a new hospital at Gepps Cross to serve the
Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order. Mr Speaker, n,thern and western regions of Adelaide? The brief of the
Standing Orders do not allow for questions to be asked twi

; on Ti IC€onsultants working on the amalgamation of the Lyell
in Question Time. McEwin and Queen Elizabeth Hospitals reveals that they

Members interjgcting: | have been asked to prepare a concrete clinical service plan for
The SPEAKER: Order! . each campus and appropriate clinical service plans arising
Mr FOLEY: That was asked earlier— from a greenfields site development option.

The SPEAKER: Order! | do not need assistance onmy  The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The member for Elizabeth
rlght The honourable me.m.ber is tak|ng a fr.iVOIOUS point ofhas got the Story S||ght|y wrong again_ In fact’ we are making
order. The honourable Minister for Recreation, Racing anghg commitment to a greenfields site whatsoever. However,
Sport. ] _ as | have said on occasion after occasion and shall continue

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: It is quite clear that tg repeat until members opposite are sick of it, we will insist
members opposite do not want to hear a little more googhat we explore every avenue to provide the most appropriate

news about what is happening around this State. services at high quality cost efficiently, and we will continue
The SPEAKER: | suggest that the Minister answer the to look at every option to do just that.

guestion and not comment on the point of order.

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: The member for Colton is MINISTER'’'S TRAVEL
absolutely correct in his assessment that this State Govern-
ment's aim is to maximise the benefits from sport and Mrs ROSENBERG (Kaurna): Can the Minister for the
particularly from the Olympics 2000 coming up in Sydney. Environment and Natural Resources inform the House of the
Indeed, the United States women’s hockey team has juseasons for his forthcoming overseas trip and the benefits it
completed a two week training camp staying at Del Montewill bring to South Australia? In particular, will the Minister
with matches almost daily against the Diet Coke Suns and theefer to his attendance at the United Nations World Summit
SASI teams. The team was lavish in its praise of Adelaid®n Social Development in Copenhagen and to the invitations
and the organisers, saying that they are already planningtee has received, including those to participate in a National
return trip and they would encourage other American teamBamily Policy Conference and major environmental programs
to do so. We have plans to help them spread the word, andiit the United States of America?
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Members interjecting: The visit will provide valuable information to progress

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | thought the House would major initiatives in the Environment and Natural Resources
be interested to know what | am going to be doing over thegortfolio including best practice environmental management,
next couple of weeks. The trip | will be taking has vital environmental technology innovation, nature-based tourism
relevance right across my portfolios including Environmentdevelopment and renewable energy. | can understand why
and Natural Resources, Family and Community Services amiembers opposite would like to be joining me on the trip!
the Ageing, particularly in keeping this State abreast of
changing attitudes and practices internationally in both family
related issues and the environment.

As members would realise, both issues now are high on
international agendas. Social and environmental reform have TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT
become key areas where the Government has increasing
responsibility. How we deal with issues of the family, ~The Hon. JW. OLSEN (Minister for Industry,
keeping families together, the implication of new laws andVlanufacturing, Small Business and Regional Develop-
attitudes, family rights, and so on, are all matters of importment): | table a ministerial statement made by the Minister
ance, and | will be considering these matters while at théor Transport in another place today.

United Nations World Summit for Social Development in

Copenhagen, Denmark. | will attend the summit as part of the GRIEVANCE DEBATE

Australian delegation comprising Commonwealth and State ) o
representatives along with business and non-government The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the
nominees. The summit is seen as being highly significant ifiouse note grievances.

national and international terms and is one of six conferences .

which have been called by the United Nations. It is a key. 1he Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): |
forum to enhance and build strong communities in socialiS€ today to talk about Catch Tim.

responsibility not only in the Government sector but also Members interjecting:

within the community in terms of finding ways to tap intoits ~ The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Tourism is out
own resources and support networks. of order, as is the member for Wright.

In the United States | will be investigating major environ-  The Hon. M.D. RANN: | challenge the Premier to tell
mental and conservation issues, and exploring the issues tifis Parliament who Catch Tim is. | challenge the Premier to
green jobs, climate change and environment protection. Thetell us the identity of Catch Tim'’s directors and financial
are many vexing questions about the State’s national parksackers. | challenge the Premier to tell us what interest Catch
system: whether we have adequate resources to manage th&nim has in South Australia. | challenge the Premier to tell this
whether our resources are placed correctly; and so on. | wiParliament why Catch Tim has made this donation to the
be undertaking a fact finding mission to see how the experikiberal Party.
ences in the United States can relate to South Australia. | Members interjecting:
have accepted an invitation from Utah to join Government The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Peake will not
and community organisations to study initiatives which aréinterject nor will the member for Mitchell. The member for
in the forefront of family and community policy in the United Fiorey.

States. _ . _ Mr BASS: After listening to the Leader's comments, |

In 1990, as a Fulbright Scholar, | visited the United Stategelieve he is casting aspersions on the Premier that he is
as a guest of the American Government specifically in regargeliberately misleading this House.
to environmental issues. It think it is vital to maintain the  The SPEAKER: Order! | cannot uphold the point of

links, especially when key environmental programs in theyrger. The Premier is in a position to object if he wishes.
United States can be beneficial to South Australia. | will look The Hon. M.D. RANN: | challenge the Premier to give

at nature conservation and development programs in parléﬁ] assurance to this House that the Commonwealth Electoral

through tourism in California, Denver and Chicago. The st s heen complied with in accordance with the law—
Chicago Zoological Society has invested heavily in South Mr Venning interjecting:

Australia through programs at Culperum near Renmark and i .
the Brookfield Conservation Park near Blanchetown. Thefc;rrgeerSPEAKER' Order! The member for Custance is out

opportunity is there to strengthen the links and interest foP . . .
further funding opportunities. The Hon. M.D. RANN: —to establish the true identity,

The fact finding visit will enable me to gain first-hand the true name and the true address of the Liberal Party’s

knowledge of major environmental programs in the United@rgest donor. The law of Australia—

States which have a positive impact on economic develop- Members interjecting:

ment, including the environmental technology initiative and ~ The Hon. M.D. RANN: On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
renewable energy in Boston and Washington. While irthis is a deliberate attempt—

Washington DC | will be meeting with the United States Members interjecting:

Environment Protection Authority with regard to environ- The SPEAKER: Order! It is obvious that one or two
mental protection and management, the development anmdembers would like an early minute, and they are going the
exporting of green technologies, the management of climatéght way to be named. The Chair will not tolerate any further
change, recycling and alternative energy sources. | will belisruptions which are a deliberate attempt to frustrate the
meeting with the World Resource Institute, the Nationalproceedings of the House. It has been a rowdy Question
Parks Association and the Global Environment Facility in theTime, and the Chair has been tolerant. The Chair’s patience
United States Department of Agriculture, particularlyis exhausted; it is no longer prepared to accept any further
regarding salinity management. unruly behaviour.
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The Hon. M.D. RANN: The law of Australia is quite a result of an alcohol related car accident. This is an unbeliev-
clear: the law of Australia now requires all political Partiesable waste of human life.

to reveal accurately the sources of major campaign donations. The survey in th&unday Maimentions that most of the
The public have a clear legal right to know who is behind the,oung people on the road who are involved in accidents are
$100 000 donation from Catch Tim to the Liberal Party. Th%sua”y young Sing|e males under 26 years of age. The
Premier must reveal the names of the directors of thetatistics show that, for the percentage of drivers and
company and who signed the cheque for the Liberal Party’gotorcycle riders killed with a blood alcohol content over the
biggest ever single campaign donation. He should also reveglgal limit for the past 10 years, South Australia exceeds the
what interest this company has in South Australia and whyational level and exceeds it very significantly. There is only
it made such a huge donation. The Premier claims that %e year when South Australia was below the national
does not know. level—1991. In 1993-94 it is impossible to judge. Our

Mr BROKENSHIRE: | rise on a point of order, Mr statistics in South Australia were very high, but the national
Speaker. | refer to Standing Order 128, regarding irrelevancigures are unavailable.

orrepetiion. The article also states that 50 per cent of drink drivers are
Mr Clarke interjecting: responsible for up to half the road deaths on Australian roads.
The SPEAKER: Order! I suggest to the Deputy Leader We have just over 2 000 road deaths annually. | know that is
of the Opposition that he is the last person who should talkar less than in South Africa, where | heard that they have up
about members getting thrown out, because in the past week 10 000. However, 2 000 is 2 000 too many. Of course, it
he has run particularly close. I cannot uphold the point ofs not just the driver who is under the influence who is killed:
order. The Leader of the Opposition is entitled to considerit s invariably the innocent driver, who is driving along the
able latitude in speaking to a grievance debate. road minding his or her own business, who actually cops it.
The Hon. M.D. RANN: The Premier claimed that he does Last year, 30 per cent of the drivers and motorcyclists killed
not know. It is certainly not hard for him to find out. All he on South Australian roads were over the blood alcohol limit.
has to do is pick up the telephone and ask his campaigfs | mentioned, in 1993 our State hit a record high, when
director. 51 per cent of all drivers and riders killed were drunk.

Members interjecting: Itis particularly alarming in the Northern Territory, where
The Hon. M.D. RANN: They want to waste time; they over 70 per cent of those killed on the roads are drunk. The
want the minutes to tick away; they know that this is aexperts, such as they are, rank the following people at risk:
deliberate attempt to stop debate. young people, a very high 54 per cent; drink drivers, 42.9 per
Mr VENNING: Irise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. It cent; young women, 21.1 per cent; Aborigines, 19.2 per cent;
is the custom of this House for the speaker to address thend remote area residents, 11.8 per cent. Heavy and binge
Chair. In the last half of the honourable member’s speech hérinking is socially accepted, tragically, and it is encouraged
has not been addressing the Chair at all: he has been addresg-celebrations with alcohol promotions. There are happy
ing the camera in the gallery. hours and free drinks. It has reached a stage where people are
Members interjecting: expected to drink just to show that they are really with it, that

The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest to the Deputy Leader they are heroes and mature adul;s. Of course, free drinks are
of the Opposition that he not delay the process any furthepffered at various functions, particularly to women.

It is up to the Chair to ensure that all members address the A report found that football players drink between 12 and
Chair. 24 schooners of beer in a session as a part of the tradition of
The Hon. M.D. RANN: The Premier says that he does mateship. We also know that, following the introduction of
not know about Gerard's donation, yet Gerard Industriesandom breath testing, drink driving deaths fluctuated from
authorised and printed most of the Liberal Party’s campaigd4 per cent to 51 per cent in 1984, and our lowest drink
literature. How can the Premier possibly tell this Parliamendriving rate was 29 per centin 1991. Of course, it is one thing
that he did not know that Gerard was bankrolling histo show outrage but what really is the answer? Do we tighten
campaign, written and authorised by Gerard Industries? the laws on alcohol? Do we have random breath test blitzes

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): Order! The oOn licensed premises? Do we change the content of alcohol
honourable member’s time has expired. advertising? Obviously the ads—and they are very impres-
sive, | might add—are brilliantly marketed and especially
Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): |rise on a much more sombre targeted at young people. Like any responsible Government
note. | draw the attention of this House to a very disturbinghroughout Australia, | know that this Government is very
but well reported article in thBunday Maibf 19 February aware of the seriousness of this matter. We all have a
1995. The article, headed ‘Outrage over our binge butchersresponsibility to our young people. Itis our job to point them
refers to the carnage on our roads involving young peopl# the right direction.
who are drunk. We all love our children, and we want the The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
very best for them. We would all like to see them perhapsnember’s time has expired.
even make hundreds on their test debut, although that belongs
to a select few, or perhaps to play netball at top level. But, Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): On 2 August last year, the
more importantly, we would settle for much less—to have ouinister for Health announced the amalgamation of the
children in good health. Many people in South Australia,Queen Elizabeth Hospital and the Lyell McEwin Hospital.
some of whom | know, are grieving now because one or moreyis press release states:
of their children are dead as a result of alcohol related
accidents. T_here is nothing more traglc than to (_)fflClate at_ anzﬁ the northern and western regions of Adelaide and will address the
funeral, which | have done—there is something very finalong recognised need for a higher level of services in the northern
about them—uwhich involves the death of a young person asreas.

| believe this amalgamation will ensure the future of health care
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It is absolutely true: it has been long recognised that health Mr EVANS (Davenport): Today | wish to explain further
services in the northern area need upgrading. We know that question raised earlier about the dicky seats that are
the demography of the Adelaide area shows that this is thiastalled in the rear compartment of station wagons. These
fastest growing area and this is where the population will beseats are for those people like myself who have a large
and we also know that there are particular health needs th&mily—and I have four children—and who want to put extra
are not being adequately addressed. seats in the very back compartment of station wagons and
We also know that there have been specific problems ifither vehicles, including panel vans. I wish to refer to the
the north in relation to getting particular specialist servicesafety of these seats. | do not want to cause mass panic, but
at the Lyell McEwin Hospital, and that people have had td want at least to raise the issue.
travel long distances and wait for long periods to get services It has come to my attention that the manufacture and
such as kidney dialysis, orthopaedics and ear, nose and thraastallation of these seats is meant to be covered by Vehicle
treatment. In some ways this announcement was good nev@tructures Bulletin No. 5, which is a Federal Office of Road
for the north. However, a number of concerns were raised &transport bulletin established some years ago. The standards
that time as well. One of these was the haste and lack dherein have not been adopted by this State Government or
process and consultation that was undergone before thisyy other State Government but, rather, are voluntarily
announcement was made. adhered to by members of the industry and, in particular, by
I will revisit this to refresh our memories. This press members of the Motor Traders Association. If someone goes
release was made on 2 August, which | believe was # a member of that association and asks for a dicky seat to
Monday. Three members of the Lyell McEwin board first be put into a vehicle then, because the dealer is a member of
heard about this on the previous Friday. A meeting wadhe Motor Traders Association, they will manufacture and
hastily called with the Minister for Health and board repre-install the seat in accordance with bulletin No. 5.
sentatives for the very day on which this press release was However, it has come to my attention that a number of
finally put out. This proposition was hurriedly put to the people are manufacturing and installing these seats who are
representative group of the Lyell McEwin Hospital board.not members of the Motor Traders Association and therefore
The board members were put in a very difficult positionare not manufacturing them to that standard. | wish to point
because it was made quite clear to them that, if the mucbut and clarify that the seats manufactured on-line by GMH
needed upgrading of services at the Lyell McEwin Hospitalnd Ford have no problems. | am specifically talking about
were to take place, the hospital would have to amalgamatseats manufactured and installed after the point of vehicle
with the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. manufacture. If you went to a caryard, purchased a station
Those people were in a bit of a bind and at that time gav&vagon and asked that the caryard arrange the installation of
in principle agreement to this occurring. They did it knowinga dicky seat, that is where the problem can occur. It has come
full well that they knew little of the details and, therefore, to my attention that there is no checking procedure in respect
they were very concerned about this. Later in the week theref the manufacture or installation of these seats at factory
was a full board meeting at the Lyell McEwin Hospital at level. There is also no checking procedure for their manufac-
which those same concerns were reiterated. Again, the boatdre or installation at the caryard.
gave in principle agreement to the proposal but registered its In addition, the State Government has no power to recall
concern about the fact that it had no details. the seats if there is a problem with them. In other words, if
Since then, a steering committee has been set up e seatis found to be faulty in a batch the Government has
investigate this whole amalgamation. When things started too power, to my knowledge, to recall the rest of those seats.
bog down, the Government appointed some consultants o other words, the child’s safety is totally dependent upon
conduct an in-depth study of the amalgamation. Imagine ththe Motor Traders Association and the volunteer code that it
surprise on the faces of the Lyell McEwin Hospital boardhas adopted. If the person selling, installing or manufacturing
members when about two weeks ago the consultants camettte seat happens not to be a member of the association, no
their meeting and revealed to them that not only were thegtandard is applied.
talking about amalgamation of the Lyell McEwin Hospital | have with me a Motor Traders Association report on the
and the Queen Elizabeth Hospital but that they were alsmanufacture and installation of a seat in February of this
being asked to consider an entirely new option of a newear—as recently as two weeks ago—in which seven or eight
hospital being built at Gepps Cross. All of a sudden, at thiproblems are identified. One of the main problems of great
late stage, another option was thrown into the ring. concern was the fact that the seat had three positions for
My question is: why did it take so long for this to be children to be seated but only two seat belts. A person buying
revealed? If, as the Minister says, all options need to béhe vehicle could easily seat three children in the rear of the
examined—and there is nothing wrong with that—why wasvehicle when there are only two seat belts. Thatimmediately
that not put on the table in August? Why did it not appear inraises some concerns for the third child.
the Minister's press release in August that a number of There is also no age or weight specification on the seat as
options, including a new hospital at Gepps Cross, was beingequired by VSB No. 5. The seat may well have been
considered? Why was it not until the consultants arrived aglesigned for a child only 10 kilograms or 20 kilograms or
the board meeting to give feedback to that group that all ofive or six years of age but, because that is not indicated
a sudden they were confronted with the fact that there wagnywhere on the vehicle or on the seat, someone of greater
another option which they had not heard about and whiclage or weight could use the seat and therefore place them-
certainly was not discussed with them when their in principleselves in danger. The parent would not know that if it is not
agreement was obtained? | know that people in Elizabeth aggroperly identified on the seat. The seat belts themselves did
concerned. not retract properly and in some instances caused severe
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable pressure onthe neck because they were in the wrong position.
member’s time has expired. The catch that held the seat in place simply did not work.
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Some of the caryards said that they were selling oneouncil. It has been plugging away at this issue for about a
manufacturer’'s product but installing that of another. Somealecade, it has not gone over the top with its statements and
were installing seats and sending out compliance plates atewverything it has done has been done in a responsible way.
later date. Of course, some did not have compliance plates at | know that with fisheries the question is not how many

all. All'in all, the installation of these seats really needsyou can please—you certainly cannot please everyone—and
investigation. | am pleased to see that the Minister has agregdseems that as a Fisheries Minister you cannot please anyone
to take some action in this regard. | do not believe that we);t a5 | said, the Minister has some backbone and he has
should test every single installation. That would put an addedyme integrity and respect in certain areas, so | urge him to
cost onto the industry. However, | do believe that therg;ome down on the side of the District Council of Franklin
should be random inspections to ensure that safety standardghor and many other people, including me, by rejecting

aredbeing met. We certainly need the ability to recall faulty,ecommendation 10 of the Netting Review Committee.
products.

Mr CONDOUS (Colton): I rise to speak briefly about the
motion which | will debate on Thursday and which seeks the
upport of this Parliament for AFL matches to be played at

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Giles): | want to speak
on a very vexedssue; that is, the question of net fishing. My

first ministry was as Minister of Fisheries. | can assure th . h
o . . he Adelaide Oval. | will not debate the matter, but | want the
House that any Minister of Fisheries has a hard row to ho(1=’arliament to be aware of a number of issues. | was not going

However, we are fortunate at this time in having a Minister, . - . -
of Fisheries who does appear at least to know something buy into this matter, but accusations were made in the

; ; : ewspaper by both the South Australian Cricket Association
ﬁgox?lfhfnls\?vuzsélrgg %%r:;d;gtrghitbggﬂﬁzz?'g%énzvﬁl‘)(;i?ahd the South Au§tralian National Football League, anq two
accordingly. | certainly hope so. surveys were carried out amongst the sporting community of

o . . South Australia. | thought to myself, ‘Who is speaking on
The areathat | specifically wish to speak about in the fev‘behalf of those people?’ Thedvertisersurvey showed that
minutes available to me is Franklin Harbor. | think all 68 per cent of peoplelwant to see football played on the

members would know that over the years this has been th&delaide Oval; another survey showed that 75 per cent of

source Qf agreat deql of controversy. A very large numper 9 eople want to watch football played at the Adelaide Oval.
people is interested in the outcome of the present review

net fishing in South Australia. | was very disappointed hat | do not want to happen on Thursday is to have this
IShing 1 uth Australia. | was very 01Sappointed, agy, oy gebated on a political basis. Those people surveyed
were many people in the Cowell district, when the recom-,

: . . . are members of our electorates, whether it be Elizabeth, Port
mendations ofthe Netting Review Committee came out. TheAdeIaide, Colton, or the eastern suburbs: the majority of
recommendation that concerns me particularly is recommenyy 0 2 re asking for the game to be played at the Adelaide
dation 10, which states: Oval. So, | want this debate to be totally non-political.

That the two resident net fishers be provided with the option to . .
forgo access to King George whiting in all areas of Franklin Harbor @St night, the member for Hart said on the 5AA Graham
(Marine Area 20) and be permitted toaua 3 cmhaul net in the Cornes and Ken Cunningham show that it would not be

restricted areas for approved species other than King George whitinfinancially viable for football to be held at the Adelaide Oval

That recommendation is a great disappointment, becauseicause of the financial commitment that would have to be
is absolutely contrary to the submission that was made to th®ade. The Bradman stand was erected by the cricket
review committee by the District Council of Franklin Harbor, @ssociation without any assistance from football simply to
which 1 think is in the best position to know what is most Provide better spectator facilities. The cost of$1_1 million was
appropriate for its area. | have held the view for a long timeot guaranteed by any Government. The association has made
that this area is more suited to local government than Stal%commnment to erect I|ghtS at a cost of $5 m|".|0n irrelevant
Government provided the basic resource is respected and tAEWhether or not football is played at the Adelaide Oval. The
local councils make their decisions within the framework ofénvironment of the ground will be preserved by making sure
overall Government policy which, irrespective of which Partythat the towers are retractable so that they do not spoil the
is in government, is to protect the resource. Competition fopRmenity. The new grandstand will rely on football and will
the resource is fierce everywhere but particularly so in a placgest about $14 million, but we must remember that the cricket
such as Franklin Harbor, which has a large tourist componer@ssociation will not get its income only from matches played
and a community that wishes to target certain species. ~ at the Adelaide Oval: it is part of an international body that

| believe that the net fishing industry is an importantder'}’es its income from the Australian crlcketelrs playlng on
industry to this State, but it will survive only if it learns to co- the international arena. So, whether they play in Pakistan or,
exist with recreational fishers, the tourist industry and@S they will soon, in the West Indies, the profits from the
particularly, the wishes of local councils. It will be hard on tours will come back to the association. The Government will
one of these net fishers, in particular, if this recommendatioROt have to give the cricket association a grant or act as
is not agreed to by the Minister, but the Minister mustguarantor.
consider the wishes of the overwhelming majority of the | really cannot see why the member for Hart is opposed
people of that district. | stress to the Minister that it is histo football being played at the Adelaide Oval. On Thursday,
decision not the decision of the Netting Review Committeel intend to show why football at the Adelaide Oval will
He has the authority, as | am sure he well knows, to make generate more dollars for the SANFL and either one of its
decision that is contrary to the recommendation of the Nettingicence holders, how it will benefit the State’s economy, why
Review Committee. | urge the Minister to make a decisiorthe public of South Australia want it there as well as at West
that is contrary and to ban all net fishing within Franklin Lakes, and the benefits to the sporting public of South
Harbor. That is the only way in which the issue will get off Australia. Also on Thursday, | will revive some of the old
the Minister’s table and off the agenda of the District Councilmemories which have been swept under the carpet but which
of Franklin Harbor which, | may say, it a very responsibleneed to be revived in the mind of the sporting public to
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provide a better and more open picture of what is going omensive program to solve the problem of water quality in the
in the arguments between the two bodies at present. River Torrens, restore its visual and recreational appeal and

In the end, whatever decision is made, it will be made byemphasise this important Adelaide tourist attraction. Some
the people. And the power of the people will shine throughjmportant work has already begun in both the Torrens and the
because the people, when they decide to fight for somethinigatawalonga catchments. Constituent councils of those areas
they believe in, do a very good job. All | want this Parliamentformed two steering committees in early 1994, and the
to do on Thursday is to listen to everyone’s debate and makenormous amount of work accomplished during the year can
a sensible decision based on what is best for the sportinge seen, amongst other things, in the ‘Year of the Torrens’
public of South Australia and, most importantly, for the gameproject.

itself. The Government’s acknowledgment of, and congratula-
Mr MEIER: Mr Speaker, | draw your attention to the tions for, the time and effort represented by those achieve-
state of the House. ments go to Mayor Colin Haines and the Patawalonga
A quorum having been formed: Steering Committee, and Councillor Rosemary Craddock and
the Torrens Steering Committee. In spite of the efforts of the

CATCHMENT WATER MANAGEMENT BILL two steering committees, it became apparent by late 1994 that

o ) the Government needed to do more to speed up the process
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Minister for the Environ-  and at the same time to facilitate the involvement of the many

ment and Natural Resourcespbtained leave and introduced councils in each of these catchments. Local government has
a Bill for an Act to provide for the management and use ofa wealth of experience in stormwater management, but this
catchment water; to prevent or reduce flooding; to makes a multi-faceted problem which is best managed on a catch-
consequential amendments to the Local Government AGhent-wide basis.

1934 and the Water Resources Act 1990; and for other \jth the Catchment Water Management Bill the Govern-

purposes. Read a first time. ment proposes to establish small but powerful boards which
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: I move: will harness the energy of the community, the expertise of
That this Bill be now read a second time. councils, and the legislative backing of the Government to

Well before the 1993 State election, the Liberal Party recogelean up our waterways and develop stormwater as a
nised that the management of metropolitan stormwater leflesource. The Torrens and Patawalonga Boards will be
a great deal to be desired. This situation was, and is, mofgrmed by 1 July 1995, and will immediately commence
obvious in the case of the Patawalonga, which has been d@ork on catchment water management plans. These plans
scribed as the most polluted urban waterway in Australiawill aim first at improving the quality of catchment water, but
With the Patawalonga’s present reputation, it is barelythey will address also other catchment-wide issues such as
credible that in the memory of many South Australians thelooding, recreational amenity and wetland environments.
Patawalonga was used for Australian water-skiing championFhe plans will establish an ongoing schedule of works (for
ships. example, trash racks and wetlands) and measures (for

In our Environment and Natural Resources policy, weexample, community education and water quality monitoring
made our strongest commitment to rectifying this situationprograms).

The Government undertook to: Draft catchment water management plans will be devel-

- commit $4 million to ensure a permanent solution tooped and upgraded each year by the boards in close con-
pollution of the Patawalonga boat haven; sultation with the constituent councils and other community
fund the installation of a series of trash racks to removeyroups and individuals. The cost of the proposed works and
gross pollution from the catchment area; measures will be shown in the plans. The works and measures
discuss ways of minimising pollution with the 11 councils will be funded through a small levy on land in the catchment
of the catchment; and area.

seek financial support from the Federal Government by The Government is presently focusing on the Patawalonga
having the project recognised as one of national importand the Torrens because this is where the problems are most
ance. evident. It is also where the councils have shown great
All of these things we have done. initiative over the last year in working together and with the
Of the $4 million, $500 000 million will be spent through Government. However, the Bill is broadly drafted and may
the Minister for Housing, Urban Development and Localbe applied to catchments from Gawler to Sellicks Beach if the
Government Relations by the end of the financial year osame problems and the same opportunities arise.
dredging the Patawalonga basin and design work for both a The Government is committed to devolving as much
flushing system for the basin and wetlands in the vicinity. Aauthority to communities to manage their own affairs as is
further $1.5 million will be spent by 30 June this year onreasonably possible. This model of water resources man-
design and construction of works and measures such as traaement, with local boards being empowered with authority
racks and silt traps in the catchment. and adequate finance, and being required to consult exten-
We have assisted the steering committee of Patawalongdvely with local councils and the local community in the
councils by funding a facilitator to assist in consideration ofperformance of their functions, will provide the sort of
issues such as the membership and staffing of a catchmezammunity education and participation that is essential in
board and in developing a catchment management plan. Whieving such an aim.
have not merely sought but have been successful in obtaining In line with the Government’s commitment, this Bill is
from the Federal Government recognition of the scale of théeing introduced today. However, it will be on the table for
Patawalonga’s problem through the granting of $9 million offurther consultation to take place, both within the Govern-
Federal funds under the Building Better Cities Program. ment and with other interested persons before the Bill is
Our concern for this issue is not restricted to thedebated. | seek leave to have the explanation of the clauses
Patawalonga. Our policy commits us to pursue a comprenserted inHansardwithout my reading it.
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Leave granted. Clause 29 sets out the board’s responsibility in relation to its
. ; infrastructure.
8::322 %Z gg%tn:glﬁcement Clause 30: Entry and occupation of land
Clauses 1 and 2 are formal Clause 30 enables the board to enter and occupy land. Clause 57
Clause 3: Interpretation ' provides for compensation in relation to the entry and occupation of

Clause 3 defines terms used in the Bill. land by a board.

. : Clause 31: By-laws
Cmﬁ?;i%?aﬁgég }gc:?hcer%vrvgwn to be bound. Clause 31 enables a board to make by-laws that a constituent council

Clause 5: Constitution of catchment areas orfgﬁgsglpgyayﬁgt&tg%ould have made if its functions had not been
Claulse 5t_prOV|des for the constitution of catchment areas b§7a Clause 32: Represehtations by Minister administering Water-
proclamation. ;

Clause 6: Vesting of works, buildings, etc., in board works Act 1932

Clause 6 enables the Governor, by proclamation, to transfer the u ause 32 enables the Minister administering tgterworks Act
of works, buildings, equipment and other facilities from a council or+952t0 Make representations to a board in relation to water pumped
controlling authority to a board. into a watercourse, channel or lake by the Minister.

Clause 7: Variation and revocation of proclamations | Clau:'gs?e’ 33: Sctjaﬁ ?f bota][;j 2 board
Clause 7 provides for the variation and revocation of proclamations> agfe gzo‘g esdor Sl 3 at I?a[:) i ks on behalf of
Clause 8: Recommendation by the Minister ause >4: board may undertake bullding or works on benalt o

e ouncil
?elggrsnen?esn%tﬁlgutthtg?nglzﬁzdgfrgsptr%actlg;ﬁa'\t/ilgrlfter must follow befo lause 34 enables a board to undertake works on behalf of a
Clause 9: Exclusion of the South East constituent council or other person.

Clause 9 excludes that part of the State to whictbeth Eastern ~ Clause 35: Exclusion of functions and powers of councils, etc.
Water Conservation and Drainage Act 198@plies. Clause 35 excludes the functions and powers of a constituent council

Clause 10: Establishment and nature of boards or controlling authority that relate to the same subject matter as a
Clause 10 provides for the establishment of catchment wate?0ard's functions or powers. . , .
management boards. Clause 36: Water recovery rights subject to boards’ functions

Clause 11: Common seal and execution of documents and pomgegs ides for the i ion of the Bill and Ve
Clause 11 provides for the use of the common seal of a board and tig@use 36 provides for the interaction of the Bill an ter
execution of documents. esources Act1990

Clause 12: Membership of boards Clause 37: Preparation of plans
Clause 12 provides for the membership of boards. Clause 37 provides for the preparation of catchment water man-

Clause 13: Presiding member agement plans.

Clause 13 sets out requirements in relation to the presiding member, Clause 38: Amendment of a Development Plan )
Clause 14: Nominqation P 9 EéE]ause 38 sets out the action that a board must take where it has

Clause 14 relates to nomination of members. identified amendments that should be made to a Development Plan.
Clause 15: Term of office of members Clause 39: Consultation _
Clause 15 specifies the time at which the term of office of a membef'ause 39 provides for consultation on the preparation of a plan.
expires. Clause 40: Approval of plan by the Minister
Clause 16: Conditions of membership Clause 40 provides for approval by the Minister of draft plans.
Clause 16 provides for conditions and termination of membership__Clause 41: Preservation and enhancement of natural resources
of a board. Clause 41 requires a board and the Minister to have regard to the

Clause 17: Vacancies or defects in appointment of members effect of a plan on the State’s natural resources when preparing the
Clause 17 provides for vacancies and defects in appointments 8tan.

members. Clause 42: Annual review of plans
Clause 18: Procedure at meetings Clause 42 provides for the annual review of plans.

Clause 18 sets out procedures at meetings of a board. Clause 43: Time for preparation and review of plans _
Clause 19: Meetings to be held in public subject to certainClause 43 provides for the time frame for the preparation and review

exceptions of plans. B .

Clause 19 requires that meetings be held in public except in specified Clause 44: Initial and comprehensive plans _

circumstances. Clause 44 allows for the fact that it may not be possible to prepare
Clause 20: Agenda and minutes of meeting to be provided t@ comprehensive plan within the six month period prescribed by the

Minister and councils previous clause. _ _

Clause 20 requires a board to provide agendas and minutes of Clause 45: Time for implementation of plans

meetings to the Minister and the constituent councils. Clause 45 enables a draft plan to be implemented with the consent
Clauses 21 to 24 of the Minister and the constituent councils.

These clauses are standard provisions dealing with duties of Clause 46: Availability of copies of plans

members and their liability for breach of those duties. Clause 46 provides for the availability of copies of plans to members
Clause 25: Functions of boards of the public.

Clause 25 sets out the functions of boards. Most of a board’s Clause 47: Contributions _

functions will be contained in the catchment water management plaf:lause 47 deals with the contributions to be made by constituent
Clause 26: Powers of boards councils. o

Clause 26 sets out some of the powers of boards. A board cannot Clause 48: Payment of contributions _

establish permanent works on private land unless it acquires the la§gause 48 sets out the time within which contributions are to be paid.

or an easement over the land (subclause (3)). Clause 49: Imposition of levy

Clause 27: Sale of water by board Clause 49 enables councils to impose a levy on landowners to
Clause 27 enables a board to sell water. The water must meet certdtcover the contribution payable to the board by the council.
quality standards prescribed by regulation or undeEthgronment- Clause 50: Basis on which levy imposed

al Protection Act 1993in relation to water disposed of to an Clause 50 provides that the amount of the levy will be determined
underground aquifer or be water that would otherwise be wasted byn a basis set out in the regulations.
disposal into the sea. Clause 51: Valuation of land
Clause 28: Diversion of water to underground Aquifer Clause 51 is a provision dealing with valuation of land.
Clause 28 requires a board to enter into an agreement with the Clause 52: Imposition and recovery of levies
Minister administering th&vater Resources Act 1980t wishesto ~ Clause 52 provides for the imposition and recovery of levies.
take water from an aquifer into which it has disposed of water. A Clause 53: Accounts and audit
board cannot expect to re-take the same quantity of water it put int€lause 53 requires a board to keep accounts and to prepare financial
an aquifer because a certain amount is lost and because part of thimatements. The Auditor-General must audit the accounts and
surface water that it puts into the aquifer would have found its wayfinancial statements of a board.
there in any event. Clause 54: Annual reports
Clause 29: Board's responsibility for infrastructure Clause 54 provides for the preparation of an annual report.
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Clause 55: Councils to have regard to management plan between the operating agencies and the disjointed mass of often
Clause 55 requires constituent councils to have regard to theontradictory legislation that controlled the development process.
management plan. It proposed a radical new system, in which a clear policy

Clause 56: Immunity from liability direction would be set by the Premier and Cabinet and published as

Clause 56 provides for immunity of members and employees ofhe Planning Strategy.
boards and other persons engaged in the administration of the Act. That policy would be used as a guide to change the rules for

Clause 57: Compensation . assessment of development proposals as well as the outcomes for
Clause 57 is a compensation provision. Government programs to service and facilitate urban development.
Clause 58: Interference with works ) . In Opposition, we supported the thrust of these recommendations
Clause 58 makes it an offence to interfere with the infrastructure foput we were less pleased with the results of their implementation.
which a board is responsible without its consent. As a result of this, a Cabinet committee was established im-
Clause 59: Offences by body corporate _mediately after the election, which recast the Planning Strategy into
Clause 59 is a standard provision relating to offences by bodieg yseful and practical form. The strategy was a clear statement of our
corporate. policies for Metropolitan Adelaide and was applied by the Develop-
Clause 60: General defence ment Act which came into effect on January 15th 1994.
Clause 60 is a defence provision. That initiative was followed very quickly by a review of the
Clause 61: Regulations Country Planning Strategy, which had been’ignored by the previous
Clause 61 is a regulation making power. Government. The Country Strategy is being addressed by an inter-
Schedule 1: Transitional Provisions departmental taskforce, which for the first time integrates economic,
Schedule 1 provides transitional provisions. physical and social strategy on a regional basis.
Scé%hu‘?guf ngfgseggﬁggahémﬁd;nnfgﬁsdﬁg]ttgertﬁfﬁsm The second main avenue that has been addressed is the actual
Government Act 1934nd thevc\llater Resources Act 1990 operation of the Development Act. While it promises the benefits of
an integrated system, those benefits have yet to be delivered.

. The Government will therefore be introducing a Development
Ms HURLEY secured the adjournment of the debate. (Review) Amendment Bill to amend the Development Act as a first

stage in overcoming some of its shortcomings. We will also work
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT towards a quick and certain system under which one proposal would

(ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS) BILL simply require one application and receive one approval.
That will be a refreshing change from the current web of about

i ; 100 Acts of Parliament each controlling independently one aspect
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Hou5|_ng, or another of development. This current situation gives "red tape" a
Urban Development and Local Government Relations) \yhole new meaning.

obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act to provide for  The third main avenue of our concerted efforts to promote
various matters relating to the public administration ofeconomic growth through physical development is in the Govern-
housing and urban development within the State; to provid&ent's own services. ) )

for the creation of certain bodies to facilitate developmer;%as\i(g“ng\xgehe(?éﬁvg‘;ythepg;/%?";%'g t\?ve'ég?“’iﬁrggggé'(‘j’e?gstshi‘;f
within the State; to repeal the South Australian Housing Trusparliament the Minister for Infrastructure.

Act 1936 and the Urban Land Trust Act 1981; to make Similarly, public transport has been put on a new footing by the
related amendments to the Housing Improvement Act 194Vlinister for Transport. There are other initiatives by other Minis-

and for other purposes. Read a first time. '{)e_rs—all, | striss, ait;ning E}t thh_e fquiImerg_ﬁf the overall plan which
. . rings me to the subject of this current Bill.
The an. ‘J.'K'G' OSWALD: | move: . This Bill is to bring together the housing and development
That this Bill be now read a second time. o functions of the Housing and Urban Development portfolio in a way
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insert@ght is efficient, visible and accountable.
in Hansardwithout my reading it. The intention is to have no redundant functions, no duplication,
Leave granted. clear responsibilities and to achieve the best result for our limited

. - __resources.

b'll'_here ISa g:onsegsu%wnhlr_l dGochrnr?ent and the (éommunlty éhl"?‘t The changes proposed are motivated by the need to provide the
{)u Tﬁs?sterg?ﬁsfj grlogele%gxlt iﬁ \t/ﬁeugﬂg;mgt?legfatﬂeascé?gnég nl Specialised services of those agencies in a way that contributes to the
Igéses ang the Ieggcy of debt the State has inherited. Publ conomic wellbeing of the State and assists in reducing the massive
enterprises must adapt to current demands to provide services thal b%ﬁgats\getemggmfgéﬁ?ngﬁgﬁ’égdﬁisgﬁhister cannot escape
will be valuable and relevant in the future. This Government take§ ibility for thi der hi h | how f p
il o goverment aproac o veepmentof St whgebor ity o ngs tnde s orhercontol, o tter o
in turn demands a whole-of-portfolio approach to the matters, - Ny L y .
entrusted to this portfolio. This reformist approach to housing ha 'itﬂs{eersigf’gfc'g'ﬂ%agﬁnn}e;n3 (r:actci)gr?;ﬁggg)/folgsFgr?glﬁgﬁcgosrkifllljs”in
ibseggiﬁg%?égfgug;gigﬁg%n@'?r?:lsz'gge'\r/';?gtgcz;ﬂrggmere”ce a&yencies, reducing duplication and obtaining economies of scale.

In contrast to those ideals, the Government has inherited a groyg_ |1 Portfolio reorganisation was proposed by the Ministerial
of autonomous bodies. some established as long ago as 1936. "Review carried out in early 1994 by consultants Deloitte Touche

Each of these was working to a specific charter. Each wa: ohma’_[su and the SA Centre for Economic Stu_dles. . .
working diligently towards its goals. Each measured its efforts, Neir reports recommended that the community services provided
against its charter, using resources at hand, as was seen by it tos?% the portfolio, the government businesses and the regulatory
appropriate. unctions should be separated from each other. o

The blindspot was a lack of an overall plan of action, of co- _ They recognised that this principle needed refinementin light of
ordination between the agencies; of recognition that the agencidge desired outcomes, and made specific recommendations based on
were complementary players in the delivery of a complex range oft Study of the individual agencies in the portfolio.
housing and urban development services to the community. The Consultant’s report "Organisation Structure, Governance and

Those delivery agencies were each producing their own produchanagement Arrangements” was accepted by the Government as the
with more regard for the production than its use. Process became th@sis of the reorganisation and a team of senior staff given the task
end rather than the means and a focus on overall outcomes was rftputting it into practice. _ )
clearly apparent. The reorganisation was overseen by an Implementation Steering

The Planning Review, instigated by the previous GovernmentCommittee comprised of Board Chairmen of the affected agencies,
had terms of reference that constrained it to a review of metropolitathe Director of the Office of Public Sector Management and the
strategy and relatively minor revision of the development controlAssistant Crown Solicitor. It was chaired by the Chief Executive
legislation. Officer of the Department of Housing and Urban Development.

That Review took it upon itself to criticise the lack of strategic ~ The Housing and Urban Development (Administrative Ar-
direction at the centre of government, the lack of coordinatiorrangements) Bill is the legislative vehicle for the reorganisation of

9
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the portfolio. It is based on the concept of full accountability and  The Bill provides for dividends and tax equivalents to be paid by
responsibility of the Minister for the activities of the portfolio. the statutory corporations, in accordance with Commission of Audit

The Bill places the Minister in control of all the Crown assets in fecommendations and in consultation with the Treasurer.
his or her portfolio, making that clear by disbanding the current Performance agreements will specify these dividends and tax
administrative arrangements that lock those assets into agencieguivalents as part of overall portfolio budgeting and resource
established under separate Acts of Parliament. allocation.

It enables the Minister to set up, in place of those agencies, new All of the statutory corporations will deliver some Community
statutory corporations which will hold the relevant assets on behalbervice obligations and these too will be clearly specified in the
of the Crown. performance agreements.

The corporations would be in a position analogous to wholly ~ Tax equivalent payments are to be paid direct to the Treasurer by
owned subsidiaries of a conglomerate group. Each corporatiorf§e quasi-commercial corporations, such as HomeStart Finance.

would have its own Board, which would be responsible to theFurther definition of the trading enterprises will be done through
Minister for the operations of the corporation. Treasury, in accordance with Federal—State government agree-

The functions allotted to each corporation will be gazetted andnents, when those are finalised. _ _
the criteria for performance of its tasks would be set out in agree- _ Dividend payments by the corporations will be approved by the
ments between the Minister and the Board of the corporations. Minister in consultation with the Treasurer and paid to the portfolio

While it is not necessary to specify itin the Bill, the Department&ccount or, if appropriate, to Consolidated Revenue. Capital
is to include a head office function, which will assist the Minister in 2@d€quacy and debt-to-asset ratios are to be examined and defined
setting broad strategy, operational policy and legislative direction¥/ith Treasury involvement and agreement.
as well as overall portfolio budgeting and allocation of resources..  The portfolio will agree with Treasury on long term recurrent

The statutory corporations that would be created or brought unddtding and its implications on the draw of Taxation Equivalents and
this arrangement at the inception of the legislation are: ividends to fund community service obligations of the portfolio.
South Australian Housing Trust, to manage public housing. It The Bill makes the South Australian Housing Trust directly
would have two divisions operating individually as businesses: 1€SPONSible to the Minister. It changes the current arrangement that
SAHT—Housing Services. to manage housing services tthge Trust Board, while bound to comply with a direction of the
g . g Y Minister, can estimate the cost of complying with such a direction

public and private tenants; o _and the amount, if certified by the Auditor-General, must be paid to
SAHT—Property Manager, to own, maintain and trade inthe Trust out of moneys to be provided by Parliament. That power
public housing; has, in the past, proved to be an effective brake on Ministerial control
South Australian Urban Projects Authority, to develop majorof the Trust.
projects and realise on surplus real assets; It has been conclusively demonstrated that Governments can not
HomeStart Finance, to provide financial assistance to homescape responsibility for the actions of their agencies, no matter how
buyers. far those agencies are theoretically removed from Ministerial
Others may be envisaged, for example, to undertake a specifitirection. Hence, accountability must be matched with the responsi-
project (like the Glenelg foreshore development). bility and the agencies, including the Trust, be made directly

The Bill provides for full accountability and reporting by each responsible to the Minister.
corporation, the clear identification of community service obiigations  The Trust is held in general high regard by its customers and
and for dividend and tax equivalence payments, in the light ofother public housing authorities. It commands a very high proportion
Commission of Audit recommendations. of South Australian residential tenancies. Itis therefore proposed to

The Bill repeals the South Australian Housing Trust Act 1936'etain the external corporate structure and its name. That will provide
and the South Australian Urban Land Trust Act. It providescontinuity and retain the goodwill of the Trust. _
transitional arrangements which, amongst other things, preserve the To accord with the national agreement on public housing, the
rights, remuneration and conditions of all employees, whethefffust's operations are split into two d|_\/|5|ons Whlch will deal with
employed under the GME Act or any other industrial agreement oach other on a supplier-customer basis. They will account separately
determination. Arrangements for enterprise bargaining will also béor their operations to the Board and for the information of the
available. Minister and Treasurer. The Bill will allow for a further degree of

The Bill gives the Minister powers to create, modify or disbandCorporatisation at a future stage, should it be practical to do so.
the statutory corporations. In comparison, the Public Corporations The rationale for this change is that changing circumstances have
Act and its intended successor put these powers in the hands of themoved the opportunity for the SAHT to operate entrepreneurially
Governor. and the Community Service moneys distributed by it have amplified

The powers are put in the hands of the Minister because it i€nd resulted in a substantial debt. _ _
intended to build a strong and cohesive portfolio, with the statutory  The Bill brings together a number of quasi-autonomous agencies,
corporations acting, not as individuals with their own objectives, bugach of which has a set of existing powers essential to its operations.
as operating parts of an integrated group. The functions of these In general, the development activities of the existing agencies are
corporations are closely related, with none of them being truljto be concentrated in a new South Australian Urban Projects
commercial in nature. Authority (SAUPA).

The Government has a clear policy for urban development, This means that the various powers to develop and deal with land,
published as the Planning Strategy. The activities of the various pargoncentrated by the Bill in the hands of the Minister, will be used on
of the portfolio are aimed, together, to work towards the attainmenkis or her behalf principally by SAUPA.
of that policy. The intention is that they should do so in the most  Itis Government policy not to compete with private development.
efficient and rational manner, and in a way that opens them t&AUPA will carry out Government input to projects which would
scrutiny, for the Minister, the Government and the people of theot, in pure market terms, be viable in their own right. Usually, the
State. Government of the day wants to promote such projects because they

The adopted arrangements allow for separate reporting of thafe a catalyst to economic growth, like Technology Park and the
operational corporations, with the attendant visibility of performanceAirport upgrading, or correct a problem and unlock opportunities,
However, it stops short of the complexity of quasi-independence antke the Patawalonga or Port Adelaide Centre projects.
internal trading that has characterised some private sector group SAUPA will not be allowed to initiate projects in its own right,
structures. but simply manage them at the direction of the Minister, often at the

It is expected that both the operating environment and théequest of other Ministers. SAUPA will also have the task of
commercial maturity of the corporations will change over time. Itf€alising on surplus assets, many of which require remedial or
follows that the current structures are not necessarily permanent #8ckaging work to maximise returns on the public capital they
they represent a current balance between practicality and adminiéepresent. ) ) )
trative ideals. It is intended to further reform the structure of the  The purpose of this agency is to bring together Government's
entities in response to those influences. urban project management skills to:- _

For that reason, the Bill confers powers on the Minister to change ~separate the policy decisions from the operational tasks;
the structures in response to future circumstances. A relevant provide maximum transparency of purpose and costs; and
example is the forthcoming agreement on national competition achieve economies of scale by having all urban project man-
policy. agement skills in one agency.
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It is intended to present a separate Bill to the Parliament to - to promote co-operation between the public and private
integrate Housing Cooperatives and Associations, within a new sectors in respect of housing and urban development;
South Australian Community and Cooperative Housing Authority - other necessary or incidental functions.

(SACCHA). This is necessary to regulate the Associations and to Clause 6: Delegations

secure the substantial public investment in housing under their corFhe Minister may delegate powers or functions under the Act.
trol. That Bill will ensure that the operation of SACCHA can be  Clause 7: Advisory committees, etc.

regulated in the same manner as a statutory corporation under thitie Minister may form advisory and other committees.

measure. PART 3
HomeStart Finance will be re-established as a statutory STATUTORY CORPORATIONS
corporation under this Bill which, by virtue of the transition DIVISION 1—SAHT
arrangements, dissolves the existing company. No changes to the Clause 8: Continuation of SAHT
operations of HomeStart Finance are contemplated. __This clause provides that the South Australian Housing Trust
It has been determined that the function of providing advice tqSAHT) continues and is deemed to be a statutory corporation under
assist the Minister in: the Act.
corporate strategic planning; DIVISION 2—FORMATION OF STATUTORY
resource allocation, budget and funds management; CORPORATIONS
performance evaluation and management; Clause 9: Formation of bodies
policy development; and This clause allows for the formation of statutory corporations or
inter-agency and government liaison subsidiaries by notice in th@azette
should be added to the existing functions of the Department, rather A notice forming a statutory corporation—
than through the creation of a new organisation. This proposal is - must name the body;
consistent with the recommendations of the Audit Commissionand - must provide for the constitution of the board;
the Hilmer report. Being an administrative action, it requires nomen- - must specify the body’s functions;
tion in this Bill. ) ) ) ) ) - may limit the body’s powers;
The reforms are aimed towards improving the financial per- - may specify procedures that will be followed if the body is
formance of the portfolio. The intention is to progressively eliminate to be dissolved:;
the net draw of the portfolio on the Consolidated Account. - may make any other necessary provision.

_ Inthe 1994/95 financial year establishment costs will be incurred  The clause goes on to provide for variation of the matters
in putting the new arrangements into effect. These will be accommaspecified in the initial notice, dissolution of a statutory corporation

dated within the budget of the portfolio. ~andthe transfer of assets, rights and liabilities of a body that has been
Following the intended legislative change, Boards with adissolved.

maximum membership of six people each are proposed. Individuals DIVISION 3—MINISTERIAL CONTROL

of national standing within the business and finance community will  Clause 10: Ministerial control

be sought for the commercial boards. i A statutory corporation is under the control and direction of the
These arrangements are consistent with the national approachf@inister.

public housing reform and urban development initiatives adopted by DIVISION 4—BOARDS

the Feder.al GOVernment and Other States.. South Australia is Ieading Clause 11: Appointment of boards of statutory Corporations

the way in the provision of public housing and the reforms toThis clause deals with appointment and removal of a member of the
development and investment area. These new arrangements Wihard of a statutory corporation.

underscore and strengthen our position and provide a new flexibility ~ clause 12: Allowances and expenses

and quickness of response to changing circumstances in the futurg. member of a board is entitlied to remuneration, allowances and

Explanation of Clauses expenses determined by the Minister.
PART 1 Clause 13: Disclosure of interest
~ PRELIMINARY This clause provides for disclosure of personal or pecuniary interests
Clause 1: Short title by a member of the board of a statutory corporation and the effect
Clause 2: Commencement of disclosure or failure to disclose on a contract entered into by the
These clauses are formal. board.
Clause 3: Interpretation Clause 14: Members’ duties of honesty, care and diligence
This clause defines various terms used in the proposed Act. A member of a board of a statutory corporation will be required to

Central to the scheme implemented by the Act are the "statutoryct honestly at all times, and to exercise a reasonable degree of care
corporations” which are defined to mean bodies corporate estaland diligence in the performance of official functions. It will also be

lished under the Act. an offence to make improper use of information acquired by a
PART 2 member of the Board through his or her official position.
THE MINISTER Clause 15: Validity of acts and immunities of members
Clause 4: Ministerial powers A member of the Board will not be personally liable for an honest

This clause sets out the powers of the Minister under the Actact or omission in the performance or purported performance of a
Subclause (3) provides for the making of proclamations transferringunction or duty under the Act. The immunity will not extend to
assets, rights or liabilities to the Minister or from the Minister to the culpable negligence.
Crown or an agent or instrumentality of the Crown. Clause 16: Proceedings
Clause 5: Functions This clause provides for the proceedings of the Board. Each member
The functions of the Minister under the proposed Act include— present at a meeting will have one vote on any question arising for
- to promote the housing sector and provide public housingdecision.
and housing finance or assistance, in accordance with Clause 17: General management duties of the Board
Government policy; The Board will have various management duties relating to per-
- toinitiate, undertake, support and promote the developmerformance standards and improvements, management structures, and
of land and housing in the State; reporting.
- to promote planning systems and facilitate planning and DIVISION 5—STAFF, ETC.
development; Clause 18: Staff, etc.
- to ensure that new developments are well-planned andhe Minister will determine the staffing of a statutory corporation
serviced, and to improve the amenity of existing communi-after consultation with the CEO and the statutory corporation. The

ties; staff will, unless the Minister determines otherwise be appointed and

- todevelop and implement strategies to improve housing antiold office under th&overnment Management and Employment Act
urban development; 1985

- torespond to community interest and contribute toinformed  The statutory corporation may, with approval, engage agents or
debate on development within the State; consultants.

- to manage property within the Minister's portfolio, and A statutory corporation may make use of services, facilities or
enhance the financial resources of government; staff of a government department, agency or instrumentality.

- to promote the effective, fair and efficient allocation of public DIVISION 6—COMMITTEES AND DELEGATIONS
resources; Clause 19: Committees



1678 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 21 February 1995

This clause provides for the establishment of advisory and otheFhe Board will be required to prepare an annual report for the

committees by the board of a statutory corporation. Minister. The report will be tabled in Parliament.

Clause 20: Delegations PART 4
The board may delegate a function or power conferred on it. MISCELLANEOUS

DIVISION 7—OPERATIONAL, PROPERTY AND Clause 32: Acquisition of land
FINANCIAL MATTERS A statutory corporation may acquire land with the consent of the

Clause 21: Common seal Minister in accordance with thieand Acquisition Act 1969
A statutory corporation will have a common seal. Clause 33: Power to enter land

Clause 22: Specific powers A person authorised by the Minister may enter land provided that the

This clause sets out various powers of a statutory corporation. Thesecupier of the land has been given reasonable notice. It is an

are essentially the powers of a natural person, although the approwefffence to hinder a person exercising a power under this section.

of the Minister, or authorisation by a notice under Division 2, is  Clause 34: Satisfaction of Treasurer’s guarantee

required if the statutory corporation is to deal with shares orA liability of the Treasurer under a guarantee under this Act is to be

securities of another body or borrow money. In the case of borrowingaid out of the Consolidated Account.

money the Minister must also obtain the concurrence of the Clause 35: Effect of transfers

Treasurer. This clause makes it clear that the transfer of an asset, right or
Subclauses (2) and (3) provide that a statutory corporation mugiability operates despite the provisions of another law and the

not establish a trust or partnership or joint venture or other profitransfer of a liability from a body discharges that body from the

sharing scheme unless— liability. S -
- the Minister has approved the scheme or arrangement; or _ Clause 36: Registering authorities to note transfer
- the other party is a statutory corporation; or This clause provides for the registration of transfers effected under
- anotice under Division 2 provides that the prohibition doesthe Act where necessary. Subclause (3) provides that the vesting of

not apply to the statutory corporation. property by proclamation or notice under the Act is to be exempt

Clause 23: Property to be held on behalf of Crown from stamp duty.

A statutory corporation holds its property on behalf of the Crown. ~ Clause 37: Offences .

Clause 24: Transfer of property, etc. A prosecution for an offence may be commenced within three years

This clause provides for transfer of assets, rights and liabilities of &r, With the approval of the Attorney-General, within five years.
statutory corporation to or from the Minister, to another statutory_ Clause 38: Regulations _
corporation, to the Crown or an agent or instrumentality of theThe Governor may make regulations for the purposes of the Act.

Crown or, in prescribed conditions and circumstances to another SCHEDULE 1
person or body (provided that the person or body consents to the Repeal and Amendments _
transfer). This schedule repeals ti@outh Australian Housing Trust Act
Clause 25: Securities 1936and theUrban Land Trust Act 198and makes consequential
A statutory corporation may issue securities, or a mortgage ofmendments to thdousing Improvement Act 1940
charge, with the approval of the Minister. Before giving approval, SCHEDULE 2.
however, the Minister must obtain the concurrence of the Treasurer _ Transitional Provisions .
and a liability incurred with the consent of the Treasurer is guaran-  This schedule contains the transitional arrangements applicable
teed by the Treasurer. to the measure, including the following:
Clause 26: Tax and other liabilities - the members of the board of the Housing Trust cease to hold
This clause is based on section 29 of Bublic Corporations Act office; o
1993 and essentially provides that the Treasurer may require a - Homestartis dissolved; o o
statutory corporation to pay tax equivalents. The opportunity has - the property, rights, powers, liabilities and obligations of the
been taken to ensure that tax equivalence can be applied to specific ~ Housing Trust (except its rights, powers, liabilities and
divisions of a statutory corporation and that the Treasurer has ~ obligations as a landlord), Homestart and the Urban Land
sufficient power to apply relevant taxation principles without Trust vest in the Minister (unless otherwise vested by
necessarily applying the Commonwealth taxation law strictly. For proclamation); .
example, the clause enables the Treasurer to determine an income - the South Australian Housing Trust fund and the South
tax equivalent liability on income measured according to conven- Australian Urban Land Trust Fund vest in the Minister.
tional accounting standards where that is considered likely to give
a similar result as a strict application of the provisions ofittteme Ms HURLEY secured the adjournment of the debate.

Tax Assessment Adh respect of wholesale sales tax equivalents,

the provision is intended to enable the tax payable by a corporation Apg| AIDE FESTIVAL CENTRE TRUST (TRUST
on its taxable purchases to be calculated and collected directly from

that corporation whereas under Commonwealth taxation law, the tax MEMBERSHIP) AMENDMENT BILL
payable would normallyi€.in the absence of Commonwealth WST . o . .
exemptions available fo State owned entities) be collected from the Received from the Legislative Council and read a first
vendor. . time.

Clause 27: Dividends The Hon. J.W. OLSEN (Minister for Industry,

This clause is in similar terms to section 30 of thgblic Corpora- : - .
tions Act 1993and allows for the payment of dividends or interim Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Develop-

dividends by a statutory corporation that is involved in a commerciament): | move:
operation where the Minister and the Treasurer consider that thisis That this Bill be now read a second time.

appé‘l’aF’JiS@gez- 8: Audit and accounts | seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
The Board will be required to keep proper accounting records anif! Hansardwithout my reading it.
to prepare annual statements of accounts. The accounts will be Leave granted.

audited by the Auditor-General on an annual basis. This is a Bill to amend the provisions of the Adelaide Festival
DIVISION 8—PERFORMANCE AND REPORTING Centre Trust Act 1971 relating to the composition of the Trust.
OBLIGATIONS The Adelaide Festival Centre Trust consists of eight trustees, of
Clause 29: Objectives whom six are persons nominated by the Minister for the Arts, one

The Minister may, after consultation with a statutory corporation,is a person nominated by the Corporation of the City of Adelaide and
prepare a performance statement for it. A performance statement withe is a person nominated by the Adelaide Festival of Arts
set goals and objectives for the statutory corporation and will béncorporated.
reviewed at least once a year. If the statement sets financial targets In September 1994 the Adelaide Festival Board was established
the Minister must also consult with the Treasurer. to exercise powers delegated to the Minister for the Arts for the
Clause 30: Provision of information and reports to the Minister operation and management of the Adelaide Festival, a role previous-
The Minister may require information or reports from a statutoryly undertaken by the Adelaide Festival of Arts Incorporated.
corporation. The Adelaide Festival of Arts Incorporated has changed the
Clause 31: Annual report Association’s name to the Friends of the Adelaide Festival
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Incorporated as a consequence of the changed role of the Associatinruch less stress on the budget than has been the case. It was
from manager and presenter to supporter of the Festival. fpretty clear when the budget was being cast that the situation

One of the purposes of this Bill is thus to include a nominee of;, ; ; ;
the Adelaide Festival Board in lieu of the Adelaide Festival of ArtsWlth the cheapest money that was avallable in early 1994

Incorporated as a trustee of the Adelaide Festival Centre Trust. TH¥OUId not continue. That point needs to be made here. If
other purposes are to amend the Act to clarify that the eight trusteggnyone thought that the historic rates at the beginning of
are appointed by the Governor and to ensure that at least two truste£994, the cheapest rates that were available for more than 30

are men and at least two are women. years, would continue when there was an improving econom-
Explanation of Clauses : I d icularl . her S d 1 will h
Clause 1: Short title ic cycle, and particularly so in other States (and | will have
This clause is formal. more to say about that in a moment); if anyone built that into
Clause 2: Amendment of s. 6—Composition of the Trust the calculations and said, ‘We will have the same rate of
This clause amends section 6 of the principal Act so that—  interest from now forward through this budgetary period’, |
(1) trustees are appointed by the Governor. ) . suggest those advisers who gave that advice were not worth
(2) one trustee is a person nominated by the Adelaide Festlvz? edin
Board, instead of the Adelaide Festival of Arts g.

Incorporated. Anyone out there who did not know had only to consult
(3) atleast two trustees are men and at least two are WomeRgome" of the basic financial advisers, who were already

. warning people that they should not assume that the histori-
Mr QUIRKE secured the adjournment of the debate cally low rates of interest that were available in the first half

GOVERNMENT FINANCING AUTHORITY of 1994 would continue. In fact, advice was being given then
(AUTHORITY AND ADVISORY BOARD) to householders who were contemplating mortgages or
AMENDMENT BILL remortgaging properties, to make sure they locked in those

interest rates for as long as they possibly could. That is the
Returned from the Legislative Council without amend-first point. We now find day in and day out that the Treasurer

ment. says that he was not aware that these changes in interest rates
would take place. If he was not aware, then he must have
DOG FENCE (MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT been on a different planet when all the pundits made very
BILL clear, and anyone with any economic ability at all realised,

that there would be a movement in the interest rate cycle; that
Returned from the Legislative Council without amend-that movement would take place in the normal course of
ment. events as it always has; and that those rates of interest that
were the lowest right back into the early 1960s would not
SUPPLY BILL continue in the same vein. That is the first point that needs to

Adjourned debate on second reading. " '?:16;d§écond point is what passes for wages policy around
(Continued from 14 February. Page 1556.) here. We heard from the members of the Government in early
Mr QUIRKE (Playford): The current situation in respect 1994 thgt there would be no wage rises throughout the public
of the budget in South Australia is where we see considerabCtor in South Australia for two years. They went to
stresses within the State Government’s finances. As we haf@borate lengths on this, including a measure by which
seen in Question Time today and on other occasions, tHeembers of_Parllamentwou_Id experience a wages freeze for
Government has sought to pass the buck for much of this o l€ngth of time. The Premier made that announcement on
to Federal fiscal measures and, in particular, on to intere§€veral occasions, and | remember exactly at that point
rates. It has sought to blame a whole range of its owrsomebody saying to me, ‘I will bet you that the only group
deficiencies on others. The Government has now been @ound here who will have the wage freeze will be the
power for some 15 months and has brought down its firgpoliticians.’ And what do we find? The bL_Jdget is brought in
budget, and we are now well into that budget. As | will showand we go through the Estimates Committees procedure; we
in a moment, we are in the lead up to the next budget, whicﬂnd out that there is apsolutely no flexibility built in there for _
will come down in this place in something less than fourth® budget; no wage rises but a wage freeze—the whole bit.
months from now. But then we come in here in November and find that an offer
But it appears that the deterioration of the present budgd®S Peen made across the board of $12 for everyone working
is not because it was badly cast; not because it did not takB the Government sector.
into account what was, to anyone, obvious problems with that Of course, we find that the politicians do have the pay
budget; it is because it is someone else’s fault. In fact, wéreeze: so be it. That $12 subsequently became an even larger
spent the first half of 1994 in this Chamber being told that itoffer as time went by. The Opposition always took the view
was all our fault. We used to listen here to one Minister aftethat to lock out completely, within budgetary terms, any pay
another: irrespective of what the problem was, it was alwaysise during this 1994-95 budget was totally unrealistic. We
our fault. Whether there was a budget problem of one kingaid that in here; we said it in Estimates Committees; we said
or another or a gaol break, it was always our fault. That linét out there in public. What is more, it was going to be almost
has changed somewhat, although it has not changed much fanpossible to contain some pay rises, because of movements
the Minister for Correctional Services; itis still all our fault. not only in other States and at the Federal level but also
He has not caught up with the rest of them yet. The rest dbecause in some instances there had been no change to the
them are now blaming the Feds for it. Pretty soon, they willwage structure for some years in certain sections of the public
have to start looking at themselves. sector. What we have found since then is that we now have
One of the problems with this budget is that it did not havea break out. We now have a change in that philosophy, and
built into it the necessary flexibilities that would have we now have a situation where there is considerable stress on
ensured, particularly during the course of this financial yearthe budget.



1680 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 21 February 1995

These sorts of measures should have been built into it, ardldng remember sitting in this place listening to the Opposition
they were not. Now we find that the Government is puttinggoing on about the cash cows around the place such as ETSA
| presume, the preliminary touches to a budget that will bend EWS. | long remember listening to all of the arguments
coming down in this place in nearly four months time. Onethat the past Government and indeed the Government before
of the first documents to come off the back of the semi-traileit, the Bannon Government, were milking South Australia
is one that | would like to read into the record. Under thethrough increased electricity tariffs; that they were taking too
heading ‘1995-96 Budget—savings/work force measures’, imuch from ETSA, that water rates were too high, etc. |
states: remember the water rate problem because it went on in this

On 30 January 1995, Cabinet considered the budget outlook fdlace for about 15 months.
1995-96 and the forward years. As part of that process, Cabinet Indeed, if you strip away the rhetoric of one person in
approved revised underlying deficit targets for the period 1995'9§$articular in the other place, who liked to use 5 000 litres or

through 1997-98 and a package of measures to achieve these targets. . . -
This package included increased aggregate work force redu Patever it was a day, if you take all that out of it, what the

tions/expenditure savings measures for non-commercial sectépPposition always used to say was that the people of South
agencies and increase dividend levels from certain commercial sectdustralia were paying too much for these basic services, that
agencies. the Government was soaking people. As to the reference in
| will come back to that in a moment. It continues: the memo to ‘increased dividends levels from certain

The consequent expenditure savings/dividend targets for 1995_gg)mmerc_ial sector agencie_s’, | bet _tha_t that will not be an
and the ensuing two years, including the further work forceincrease in the cost of hunting permits in the Department of
reductions to be achieved by 30 June 1995, have now been detgrnvironment and Natural Resources. | would put money on

mined for agencies within your portfolio(s) and are detailed in th ; ; i
schedules attached. The schedules also provide details on indica(tai%e fact that that will be an increased dividend from ETSA

consolidated account allocations and proposed work force level@nd EWS; in other words, we will see water rates and
You will recall from Cabinet discussions that, in order to preserveelectricity tariffs increase. Wherever the Government can put
the overall integrity of the Government's debt reduction andup charges we will see that happen.

budgetary adjustment strategy, there is no room for any slippage on S orai
these savings/dividend targets. | also wish to stress that: Of course, that will reinforce the argument at the Federal

the expenditure savings/dividend targets are additional t¢€vel that we need some of those Hilmer efficiencies. In fact,
measures already agreed to for 1995-96 as part of thdreasurer Willis has made it quite clear that the whole of the
1994-95 budget and built into the no policy change estimatef\ustralian public is paying through the nose for State
Ig;agggg'r?;'ture savings relate specifically to IreCUIIrren{énonopolies right around the countryside. He estimates that
spending as Cabinet is still to consider savings options on th omething of the order of $22 billion is _overcha_rged In any
capital side of the budget; and one year by the various State agencies. | will make t.he
the further work force reductions to occur by 30 June 1995prediction that by the time this Government gets through with
%f re fgg‘iltigga;rt%t&% f%dnlj\lfgi?jn;efgrfse?gg g'(?\zggg {Doy ?%%gﬂﬁ that figure will increase considerably in South Australia.
and Finance earlier this financial year) and are to be th%rah!s memo makes it .qu@e clear that we will see electricity
principal measure by which agencies achieve their revise riff and water charging increases and |.ncreased charges for
financial savings targets. a whole range of other Government services, and that the cost

The revised work force reductions are considered minimal as thegf those services being borne out there by all of our constitu-
take no account of any work force reductions which agencies mighémS will grow in 1995-96.
e

need to effect in relation to the two non-supplemented $10 per we h f is th “Th .
increases under enterprise bargaining, nor work force losses from Another matter of concern is the statement, “There is no

outsourcing proposals other than those identified to date. Furth&éoom for any slippage on these savings dividend targets.’ It
details on agency work force levels and planned reductions will bés the wage policy of this Government all over again; in other

g;%\ggt?\?e%);fitcr]e(arsclg{gmhsigi\?vg%rkfor Public Employment to chiefyorgs, you had better not fail on this. What happens if you

Bilateral budget meetings are to be scheduled with all Minister£2NN0t meet unrealistic targets? On reading this document,
during February/March 1995. The agenda for these meetings will bk Suspect that some of these targets are totally unrealistic.
how Ministers/agencies plan to achieve these revised targets. | wllVhat we will see is the absolute debacle that now seems to

take partin some of these discussions— be happening in relation to road transport. | do not want to

| bet the Treasurer will take part in some of them— comment too much on that, as one of the other speakers on

In these bilateral discussions, we need to cover all possible savind8iS side who may have read the Minister's statement in

opportunities, including: another place this afternoon will be better able to comment.
increased efficiency in operations; However, it appears that we are about to see significant

cessation of activities considered to be a low Governmenl:hanges in the Department of Transport, the principal

. priority— . architect of apparently being the Deputy Premier, and, quite
I will return to that in @ moment, too— frankly, 1 do not know how other departments will be able to
policy changes that reduce expenditure, but maintain theope with the sorts of pressures being applied. We see here
frlefg\clg\llgvel c?ff ggg}’;ﬂ%?fﬂ:‘f%&gﬁon of services by het0d@Y changes in road transport and we will see very signifi-
public Sectg. P Y M€cant reductions in the work force, the level of service and all

To meet the 1 June budget presentation deadline, it is important th#€ other things that we have seen over generations in that
these bilateral meetings conclude by no later than the third week gdarticular agency. That is in direct response to the sort of
March 1995. Officers from the Department of Treasury and Financgjtyation to which | have been referring, including that
will contact your office shortly to schedule a meeting with you. Foroutlined in this particular memo. Other speakers may develop

any further information, please do not hesitate to contact— . .
. . . i _that point further, but | want to address a few other issues
and it goes on to list a few of the officers concerned with this,nich arise from this memo. It states:

rocess. | deal with a couple of the issues raised in this ) . ) -
P P The revised work force reductions are considered minimal as they

memo, which is under the hand of ‘Stephen Baker, MP ke no account of any work force reductions which agencies might

Deputy Premier and Treasurer'. First, dealing with ‘increasegheed to effect in relation to the two non-supplemented $10 per week
dividend levels from certain commercial sector agencies’, Increases.
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Already we have seen a downsizing of the public sector ifluke a win at the last election will find it very difficult to turn
South Australia of some 8 per cent over the past two yearsip to their electorate offices and explain to their constituents
The previous Government managed to achieve about half ¢fie activities of this Government when it goes about with a
that reduction; this Government has achieved the other halécorched earth policy in a whole range of areas.

If fully implemented, it will mean a reduction fairly close to [ think it is appropriate to make a few other remarks about
the figure that already has been achieved. That is the sort tife budgetary position in South Australia. First, there is no
figure we will be looking at—a reduction of somewhere doubt that a debt reduction strategy on both sides of politics
between another 6 per cent to 8 per cent across the whoigessential. There is no doubt that the sale of many non-core
public sector. No doubt some agencies will be able to transfexssets—not all—is a good idea. On this side of politics we
certain functions to the private sector—you can ‘outsource’believe that the State Bank should have been dragged to the
which is where many of this Government'’s policies seem tauction block long before now. | have said in this place, as
be directed—but in some departments that is not possible. Teave other members, that the State Bank of South Australia
lay down these targets, in my view, will make them almostshould have gone down the road of a trade sale 12 months or
impossible to achieve. On the next page of the memo we finthore ago. Because we had this dopey idea of a float—a

a couple of interesting comments. The first is: strategy that was always flawed—we have lost at least eight
The recovery of costs for the provision of services by the publid® 10 months in the preparation of the sale of that asset.
sector. The Opposition did not argue about the sale of SGIC

Qecause we were satisfied with that. However, we wanted to

This amounts to the complete introduction of the user-pa . .
b b ysee safeguards and a few other things put in place because

principle. There is no other way to view the words in this

overnment; | am talking about organisations such as the
ate Bank and SGIC. The idea that they will be cloaked from

arliamentary scrutiny for the next six to 12 months, or
wever long it takes before they are sold, does not appeal

that has no status before the court—uwill need to pay the fullo Me one bit. Unfortunately, | have dealt with them before.
hey were the conditions—and | think they are eminently

cost for each page of transcript. | am told that the curren
bag P easonable—that we placed on the sale of those assets.

et o s 352 6 oslcn i page. We have no-problem with a debt reduction Stategy
i qgrough certain targeted specific asset sales. However, we

(and I will not comment on how that cost is arrived at). Theh bl ith th this G t has built
public will have to realise that, if this dictum is followed all "'aV€ & problem with the way this sovernment nas bulit an

the way, in future that is what the charge will be. inflexible budget, now finds itself in a corner and is

o . anicking—and this document is clear evidence of that—so
This will occur in a range of other areas as well. For mf"m)f]hat in 1995-96 we will see millions of dollars and thousands
years there has been an agreement in this place and in t

community that we achieve social equity through the taxatiorEFemIOIOyees slashed from the public sector. Had the State

system. It is obvious to members on this side of politics tha I?Qg dbeegnzc?lr?tob%/hgolm dmélt"g?% ?Jn%glﬁgumoﬁfv:%\/eeen
if full cost recovery is introduced it will fall not only on those I é’ 9 he reduct fg b
who can least afford it but on persons who cannot afford itaPpie to the reduction of debt. .

" The situation is not really as bleak as the Deputy Premier

uosler_o;tk;e rﬁi: ﬁ’éogzg]; dvi\'qthv\];lﬁlcl) %Otiterﬁggfg’név&g thhaﬁltells us, because one measure for which | am sure he is very
pays p pe, 9 rateful, although he did not vote for it, is gaming machines

argued that position many times in this House. One of th in South Australia. | find it rather amusing that every time |

other comments in this document is: go to a function in the hotels and clubs | see the Deputy

_The cessation of activities considered to be a low Governmenpremier. Not only did he not vote for the measure when it
priority. came before the House but he was quite vociferous about it
I am not sure what those activities entail. | would like theat the time. The reason he attends these functions and smiles
Government to spell out those activities before they args that he is about $75 million a year better off as a result of
stopped. | would like the chance to debate some of thosgaming machines in South Australia.
activities in this House. | bet that some of those activities It is not all doom and gloom. | will make another predic-
involve the provision of extra staff to schools, particularly tion: we will never hear the Deputy Premier get up and thank
schools in Labor electorates. | will put money on the fact thathe former Labor Government for bringing in that measure
some of the activities to be stopped are relied on by somand making his budget somewhat easier. | understand that the
sections of the community. | will bet that one of thosepotential for that $75 million to rise to, say, $90 million next
activities is something similar to the Para Districts Counselfinancial year is good. It is estimated that this year the
ling Service, which was set up some 30 years ago and whiclurnover for those machines will be about $1.5 billion. The
this Government does not rate too highly. The Governmengercentage of Government tax will be quite considerable for
decided it was not going to be funded any longer under ongot a lot of effort, because the entire cost of collection of this
line and no-one else was going to go pick it up, so it fellrevenue is handled by the industry. | might add that |
between two schools, which is a convenient way of dealingupported the proposal when it was before the House, and so
with the problem. did a majority of members. Those funds are feeding into the

I will bet some of these activities which are to be stoppedoudget, so it is not all doom and gloom.

because they are a low Government priority will be social | want to finalise my remarks by raising what is the
justice measures that persons out there, particularly persofisndamental or key issue. If you have travelled to Sydney,
represented by people on this side of politics, need. | suggestelbourne or Brisbane in the past six to eight months, you
that a number of members opposite who just happened teould be impressed with one thing once you get off the

where this is going and what it will mean. It will mean full

cost recovery. For example, those persons who appear in t
Adelaide Magistrates Court and who want a transcript—the
cannot take in a recorder and record the proceedings beca
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plane: there is a feeling that things are happening. There is tdowever, the other side of it is that we find a budget that is
doubt that there is a large amount of new investment, antull of doom and gloom.

there is a lot of credibility in the economy which does not  The Opposition is quite happy to support the passage of
occur in South Australia. We now see some interest ratehe Bill. It is not the wont of the Opposition to frustrate the
increases because the Federal Government believes t@@vernment's economic program. | am simply raising certain
economy is moving too quickly, and it is probably right. concerns, and no doubt other members will raise concerns of
However, it is certainly not moving too quickly in South their own. My principal concern is for the well-being of the
Australia. It may be moving too quickly in New South Wales South Australian community. Indeed, many of our constitu-
and Victoria, and it may be growing too fast in Queenslandents will find the 1995 budget to be very unpalatable.

but that is not the case in South Australia.

If we look at all the indices in South Australia, we see that Mr BECKER (Peake): No wonder Alex Kennedy wrote
the processes and procedures are such that we can honestlg headline ‘Besieged Rann is taking the rap for his lack-
say that there really has been no recovery here at all. We halgstre team’, which appeared in theity Messengerof
not seen a recovery that is running with too much steam, an22 February 1995. That article was quite damning on the
we are not seeing the level of economic activity that isperformance of the Opposition, as follows:
occurring in other States. | would have thought that the State  gjnce the start of the year, Opposition Leader Mike Rann has
Government in South Australia would propose a two pronge@een accused in the media of being both too tough and menacing in
strategy to deal with those problems. The first one, which thiis approach to the job, and then too soft and weak.

Government is approaching through Minister Olsen, is to The same comments are to be heard at Labor gatherings. The

; ; ; ; iticisms are more a measure of how uncomfortable Labor is in its
snare as much investment as possible in South Australia, fﬁlézw role as the underdog, and what a ghastly no-thanks position

example, through Motorola, Australis and a number of othepging State Opposition Leader is, than they are about Rann himself.
projects, some of which are considerably smaller. Other Mr Brindal: She’s got to get one right occasionally

investment, for example, in the motor vehicle industry, are )
indeed welcome in this State. We would like to see this M BECKER: Asthe member for Unley says, Alex has

process continue. We have no argument with the GovernmeFft 98t One right occasionally. Alex is not too bad. I will not
with respect to that level of economic activity. However, we'€P€at what | said to her when I first met her. The Minister
are concerned that the budget and the Government's share@fthe table had a very good press secretary in those days, and

expenditure in South Australia is being screwed dowrf\€X came in and worked jolly hard to support the then
through the floor. Leader of the Opposition, John Olsen. She has summed up

This year it appears that we will have a horror budgetthe Leader of the Opposition extremely well. The Leader of

which will not provide the climate for increased economicth€ Opposition’s performance in this House in the past two

investment that the Minister has done so much work to attrad/€€ks has been quite pathetic, and no wonder. We should
ook at his track record as a journalist. When he was in New

to South Australia. If this memo is a sign of where we ar > .
going, there is no doubt that we will see the Government ir-€@land he wrote an obituary about a mayor of a city, or
South Australia add to the problem rather than being part dgfertainly a prominent citizen.
the solution. In fact, we will see a downturn in economic  Mr Brindal: Had he died?
activity in South Australia which will be much greater than ~ Mr BECKER: No, the person hadn’t died. It was very
that of other States. We can go on about interest rate hikednbarrassing for the paper to print the article. The journalist
and about this, that and the other, but, the way this documet#as one Mike Rann, but it would not have worried him. He
reads, the contribution of the South Australian budget iris doing the same thing to his own political Party. | cannot see
1995-96 will be such that the level of economic activity inthe Leader of the Opposition being a long-term prospect if
this State will drop alarmingly. this State Government is to have any competition at all. | am
All of us in this House have made our home in Southa little disappointed at the honourable member who just
Australia, have families in South Australia and want to se¢esumed his seat, the shadow Treasurer for the Opposition,
this State prosper. The tragic news is that, if we are nopecause | would have expected a much more analytical
careful, we will create a climate in this State where we willappraisal of our budget and our budget performance, if he is
see an outflow of persons, particularly those with considerable to do that. The fact that he was unable to do so means
able talent, to other States and overseas. Indeed, they willat our Treasurer is doing a jolly good job.
probably have to— The worst job that anyone could have in this country is
Mr Venning interjecting: Treasurer of South Australia. That is no reflection on my
Mr QUIRKE: We'll be left with the likes of the member Party or on my Government. The current Treasurer inherited
for Custance, whom | would prefer to have exported insteadne of the toughest and most challenging treasuries in
of some of the other brains around the place. We will be lefAustralia. Of course, his job has been made extremely
with the likes of the member for Custance in this State insteadifficult because of the lack of cooperation of Canberra. We
of some of those persons we would like to keep in thisknow about the performance and behaviour of the Prime
economy. We all need to generate a level of economiMinister of this country. We know that, given his unforgiving
activity in this State such that our children and the nexiand unrepentant nature, he will make it extremely difficult for
generation make a suitable living and have a rewarding careany Liberal State, let alone a State such as South Australia
in this State. One of our principal concerns is that thehat is battling to get back up after 20-odd years of financial
Government seems to be turning down Government activitfnismanagement by previous Labor Administrations. It is a
in this State to a level that will pose a number of problems foitough task.
our future economic development. We have no argument with It is all very well for some people to ask us, ‘Why don't
the measures to bring in investment; and we have no argyou do what Kennett did in Victoria?’ We cannot do what
ment with the measures that are in clear evidence from thikennett did in Victoria, because the situation is entirely
Minister to attract new investment to South Australia.different. Our economy in South Australia, as | have said on
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many occasions, is finely tuned. One has to be extremelgrograms that the Government controls and when we look at
careful in the decisions that one makes and keep in mind the@hat has been going on over the years, we see clearly that we
impact of those decisions. It is important that we kick starthave been over staffed and have had a bloated bureaucracy.
industry and commerce, and we have done that. Again, the | remind Jan McMahon, the Secretary of the Public
Minister at the bench—the Minister for Industry, Manufactur- Service Association, that she does not employ any more
ing, Small Business and Regional Development—has workepeople than are required in that office. Why should the State
extremely hard to ensure that new business and industry Government employ more people than it requires? If the
being attracted to South Australia and that we are supportingnions are not prepared to employ surplus people and be over
and encouraging local industries to continue to expand anstaffed, why should the State Government? Ms McMahon is
develop in this State. very knowledgable about small business and what it is like

Itis all very well to be able to say that we have part of theto own and operate a small business. | can assure the House
Galaxy TV company coming to South Australia creatingthat she does not employ anyone she does not have to
about 1000 or 1200 jobs. It will involve huge capital employ.
investment and great opportunities for South Australia. Itis | would have thought that the Opposition would analyse
great that we have Motorola coming in and expanding. It ighe figures made available today in the Consolidated Account
wonderful that we have Transition Lenses coming into Soutffior the half year ending December 1994. It gives a fair
Australia in the high tech field, because we have proved thahdication of what is happening. If we look at the receipts
we can compete in this area against any Asian country. It iside, particularly in the area of taxation, we see that the
ironic that the tough competitors at the moment are Irelan@overnment expects to collect $1 785 442 million. Thatis a
and Taiwan, but we can more than match what they areonsiderable sum of money. If members were to look at the
offering companies to establish businesses. receipts for the 31 December 1994 of approximately $853

South Australia has the opportunity; it has the lifestyle; itmillion, they would think that we were not doing too badly.
has the city and its size; and it has the location. In fact, it haslowever, it is unfair to make a comparison and to assume
everything going for it. Now, of course, we need to be ablghat about double that figure is what we are likely to receive.
to get behind commerce and industry to ensure that theJhe receipts in some areas are not consistent month by
expand and develop in the interests of South Australia.  month. One cannot simply say that every month we will get

| believe that that is being reflected in the current budgetx’ amount, because that can vary due to many intangibles.
figures and that it will be reflected in the budget that we are One area in which it looks as though we may exceed
about to consider for 1995-96. | have been harping on foexpectations is gambling. The Treasurer budgeted to receive
over 20 years that we need to bring down our budgets we$157 935 000 and already we have received $80 million; $13
before the commencement of the new financial year. On thisnillion was received in December. The increased revenue
occasion we will doing that in about May. Hopefully, the Bill from gaming machines in licensed premises reflects a faster
will have been passed, at least in the House of Assemblyate of installation of machines than was anticipated at budget
before 1 July 1995. Gone should be the days when a budgtine. This has been offset by a fall in the revenue from casino
is finally passed by late October or early November. It isoperations. Even so, gambling is making a very sizeable
ridiculous to expect a bureaucracy to undertake its spendingpntribution to State taxes, coming in at about 9 per cent of
programs in the short period that is left in the financial yearthe total budget figure.
Departments have only about seven months to deal with those The other area of increase is payments in lieu of taxes.
expenditure programs. At least we are heading in the righEommonwealth income tax and State tax from entities such
direction in terms of starting to frame the budget, albeit notas Primary Industries (forestry), the South Australian Timber
a very nice document to have to prepare at all. Corporation (Forwood Products) are to be received in the

I cannot understand why Canberra has allowed thisecond half of 1994-95, and $23 147 000 should be reached;
ridiculous situation of climbing interest rates to develop orto date we have received just under $1 million.
why it has allowed housing loan and personal loan rates to go Other areas of interest include: the debits tax, for which
up while at the same time small business is affected. No-onee budgeted to receive $58 500 000, and we have received
can understand it because it simply does not make sense. | 829 622 000; and stamp duty, which reflects mainly real
not believe that the economy is overheating; | do not believestate sales and for which we budgeted $422 800 000, and we
that the economy is starting to gallop away and that we neeldave received $202 481 000. That figure will fluctuate
this stop-start, turn on-turn off type of economy controllingdepending on a whole range of sales and business transac-
commerce, industry and people’s spending. tions. Whilst it appears that it may be slightly down, the

Of course, we must encourage people to save. But we aperiod that is coming up can often be the better period.
not going to be able to do it if Governments take huge slabEinancial institutions duty seems to be running at about
out of the earnings of the average worker. That is where wbudget at $73 100 000. If you ask anyone in business or the
fall down on occasions. We fall back to the easy solution ofaverage citizen, they will say it is a curse of a tax, but
socialist economics whereby the Government rules andnfortunately it is necessary: $73 million goes in financial
controls everything and takes everything and then, of cours@stitutions duty. You pay to put your money in and you pay
dictates the lives of the people. to take it out, and that is pretty rough. The Australian banking

| am disappointed that the shadow Treasurer did not poirgystem has disappointed me since | left that august profession
out that we are up for about another $360 million worth ofin the way it has looked after the average citizen in this
interest because of the State Bank debt and that we are facinguntry. We will expect continued income from that source.
a $65 million to $70 million shortfall in the future budget  In the recovery from superannuation, we expected to
because of the impact of interest rates. That money has to lbeceive $440 760 000, and the recovery from employer
found somewhere. Sure, we can follow the Labor Partyaccounts for Government contributions to superannuation will
policy, which is very clear—to increase taxes and chargesicrease in the second half of the 1994-95 financial year; we
rather than cutting programs. However, when we look at thevill receive a lot more than we have received to date



1684 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 21 February 1995

($139 133 000). There are large contributions from Statéinancial year compared with two payments in the first six
undertakings and business enterprises, statutory authoritiesonths. So, again it paints a very different picture. What | am
or quangos. We expect to receive $308 357 000, but we hawgying to demonstrate is that at the end of December 1994
received only $6 million so far. The contributions from thesethere was a deficit in the Consolidated Account (that is, the
organisations, such as ETSA, the Urban Lands Trust and treurrent and loan accounts) of $381 166 000. It is difficult to
Engineering and Water Supply Department, will come in incompare like with like when there is such a wide variation.
June 1995. That is why it is a very challenging task to predict what is
With respect to payments, the Department for the Arts andequired to balance the 1995-96 budget when interest rates
Cultural Development budget is $71 million. Up to the firstshow such an unsteady performance as they are at present.
half of the year we have already paid out $41 342 000The allocation of $600 million under this legislation will
because funding for public libraries is fully advanced in thecarry the Public Service through and make the payments for
first half of the financial year, that figure is thrown slightly the State until the new budget is brought in and has been dealt
out of kilter. One of the biggest expenditure items in the Statevith by the Parliament. By doing that, we provide the
budget is the Department for Education and Children’opportunity to continue the payments.
Services, which has a budget of $950 920 000. An amountof The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): Order! The
$505 460 000 has been spent already. That reflects in th®nourable member’s time has expired. The Leader of the
main leave loading for the year paid to the teaching worlOpposition.
force during December 1994. Whilst our budget runs on a
financial year from 1 July to 30 June, the education budget The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): As
runs on a calendar year. So there is a lot of turnover at the erigtader of the Opposition, | support the reading of this Supply
of the calendar year, and leave loadings and so on come in Bill—obviously, it is legislation to allow the appropriation
that time. There is pay in advance for employees who takef money for the purpose of funding Government services—
recreation leave and an extra pay period in relation tdut | want to make clear that, while the approval of Supply
superannuation and PRT payments. There are 14 paymenmpght be unexceptionable, this Labor Opposition considers
to 31 December 1994 out of a total of 26 payments for théhe Government’s policies to be economically irresponsible
year. | well remember Don Dunstan often lampooning usand socially divisive, certainly policies to which this Opposi-
because we would ask what had gone wrong with educaticiion takes great exception.
or the Public Service, and we would be reminded that there In the first 15 months of this Government, in spite of a
was an extra payment in the quarter or half year that did nowhirlwind national economic recovery, this State has fallen
necessarily show up when the budget was framed. behind and continues to do so. Regardless of the Premier’s
The budget allocation for the Department for Family andefforts at a boastful, blue mist disinformation campaign in the
Community Services was $145 776 000. We have alreadynedia—only these days swallowed by a few of them—the
spent $102 million to 31 December 1994. Again, that reflect§acts are that the most significant achievement of this
the processing of grants and concessions for organisatiof®vernment is that it has engineered pitiful levels of
and recipients, for example, the Home and Community Careconomic growth despite the rhetoric and falling levels of
Program and pensioner concessions, in the first half of thenemployment in the midst of a booming national economy.
financial year. In other words, as | said, there are large At the same time, the Government’s policies have failed
variations during these periods which make it extremelyevery basic test of fairness and equity. The Government'’s
difficult to say exactly how the current budget is going andservices, which should provide the basis of a strong social
what impact it will have on the framing of the new budget.fabric, are being destroyed at a time when the ordinary
As | said, it will be tough. The budget allocation for the people, the people whom the Government claims deserted
Office of Recreation, Sport and Racing was $10 993 000. Fdrabor at the last election because we had deserted them, most
the first half year we have already spent $11 583 000. Theeed those services. They said at the last election that only a
current three year agreement provides for the agency toiberal Government could contain and control the menace of
access its funds for the year on 1 July. Additional abovedebt, yet in the first Baker budget, in spite of all the service
allocation reflects funding approved by Cabinet for theand job cuts and broken categorical promises, the total budget
Azzuri Soccer Club. An allocation such as that can throw theutlay fell by only .3 per cent, the net real debt increasing not
budget right out of kilter for the time being and make it look falling over 1995 and 1996. Although the Treasurer's May
as though it is a little wobbly, but it is not necessarily so. 1994 financial statement forecast a budget deficit of
The budget allocation for the Passenger Transport Boar@410 million, after only four months the budget later
was $148 679 000, and at the end of December $97 624 0@0ojected a higher deficit of almost $448 million.
had been spent. That reflects the January payment to Even this diluted target could only have been achieved if
TransAdelaide drawn one month in advance. Again, it putshe assumptions and settings of the September budget had
pressure on the budget when, unfortunately, you have tbeen sound, but they were not sound. We told the Govern-
make these allocations to assist various organisations amdent so at the time, and now it is clear for everyone in the
authorities. The budget allocation for the Housing Trust wagsommunity to see. We said that the provision in the budget
$49 299 000, but in the first six months $15 812 000 had beefor a 1.5 per cent increase in interest rates was insufficient.
spent. The reason for this is debt repayment in relation tdhat is what we said, and the Government is already in deficit
Commonwealth loans due to SAFA in June 1995. So it look®n this account by around $40 million—or will be once the
as though it is well under budget at present, but in June 199l effect of the rise is felt. It is no good whingeing about
there will be a catch-up period. how much pain the Federal Government is causing the State
The budget allocation for the Deputy Premier andGovernment’s budget when every commentator in the
Treasurer was $1 207 million. To the end of December weountry at the time the last budget was being set in concrete
have spent $543 596 000. That is reflected in the timing ofvas forecasting interest rate rises in excess of the Baker
interest rates. Three payments were due in the last half of tHeidget and when, as everyone in this House knows full well,
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the Federal Leader of the Opposition, John Howard, woulather liability problems only by having a credible strategy for
do the same but only more so if he were in the job. growth.

In an act of even more colossal naivety, this budget made We will not solve the problems by making the whole
no provision for public sector wage increases for this and th&outh Australian economy smaller. We will only create
following financial year. The Industrial Relations greaterinequality and division under these policies, and itis
Commission always made clear that any group of worker§ighly questionable how the Government's policy will even
unable to strike an enterprise bargain with their employeréeliver significant reductions in debt, despite its claims. We
would be eligible for a safety net payment. It made clear ovelook like experiencing a low growth, high unemployment
ayear ago that the State could not unilaterally impose a wagkconomy in South Australia and that is a tragedy. Yet it is
freeze, and the State Government became the first employ@¥actly low growth and high unemployment that the Brown
in Australia to be forced by the Industrial Relations Governmentis delivering. The main areas of growth appear
Commission to bargain in good faith. The Treasurer has tht be in the delivery of hype and misinformation. | reiterate
temerity to again attack the union movement over enterprislY pledge today that this Labor Opposition will be a patriotic
bargaining today. Now that the Government has had to acceftPPosition that seeks to put South Australia first. That is why
reality and make a pay offer, the budget is in further disarrayast week we supported the SGIC moves and why we have
over interest rate rises. The only thing saving the budget thigupported arange of measures before this Parliament that in
year is that so many unions have rejected the Government8any ways would be controversial for a Labor Opposition to
offer in favour of seeking Federal registration with the Support. We have done so in the State’s interests.
prospect of a greater impact in the 1995-96 year as more We have attimes taken great pains to point out that many

substantial wage increases will be possible under Federgf the things the Government is doing are clearly in opposi-
awards. tion to its mandate, the promises it made. A Government that

Vgould have won the last election without making one single
omise chose instead to promise the earth. To every group
at knocked on its door, it promised to deliver not cuts but

[icreases. Whilst we will be a patriotic Opposition, we will

Itis hard to imagine who advised the Treasurer and ho
the Treasurer of this State could ever believe that the Sta
Government could unilaterally impose a wages freeze. Thd
is not competent economic management. It was an extraor . . .
narily incompetent move based on extraordinarilyincompe-Cert"jllnly not be one that hides the tru_th from the public,
tent advice. We knew well before this morningdvertiser however ”?“Ch this Government may W'Sh us to do so.
headline that much worse was to come in the 1995-96 budget, Let us listen to what the Premier said. On 13 December
a budget that will choke off even more of the possibilities for astyear, flushed with th_e.Chnstmas spirit dwhhomighe
economic growth and top even the Government's last budg&PCke t© BOMA and said:
for its disregard of the battlers in our community. The painconW]:ifngfnec(ieS % hsiﬁrig% r'g Itggkisge% gf glé?jipﬁse§&eahk)a%02thi3 %Qﬂ?;m}ﬁf
will, at the broadest level, be inflicted in two ways: fewer g=1T=EHES: pegople pouringgbaclginto’the job market. g€ jump
community services for those low income earners who )
depend on them; and a lower rate of economic growtfi€ continues:

generally as the full impact of these cuts is felt at the same | said we would aim for 4 per cent annual employment growth
time as the national economy is growing more slowly. and we have exceeded that at 4.5 per cent, and that is ahead of the
. . . 3.9 per cent national figure. We had the worst forecast of any State
| will say something about how you killed off a real 12 months ago, and now we are out there with the best and they have

economic recovery in a moment, but for the time being let metarted their recovery before us.
remind the House of a few examples of how this Governmenthat is what the Premier told BOMA and apparently what the
has shown South Australia’s battlers how much a Stateremier believes, according to some people in the Public
Liberal Government really cares. Let us remember that at thgervice who say he has become completely addicted to his
last election the Liberals promised an increase in educatiofwn press releases and hype. But what are the facts? The
expenditure, but the Government is actually now cuttindSeptember quarter State accounts show that for the year to
funding by at least $40 million over the next three years. Th&eptember 1994 South Australia had the lowest growth rate
Liberals promised increased health expenditure, but cut $3§f any mainland State. In seasonally adjusted terms, South
million in the last budget with at least $33 million to be cut Australia grew at 1.7 per cent compared with the national
over the next two years. The $3.3 million cut to school cardconomic growth of 6.4 per cent. Not the BOMA speech, not
included tougher conditions for eligibility and a cut in the BOMA hype, not the BOMA blue mist of disinformation,
benefits for all cardholders at a cost of $200 per child peput the real truth—the figures and the facts. We grew at less
year in transport costs. Increased charges for basic servicgfan one third of the national rate. It is not just that we had
such as gas, water and electricity will absorb a greatethe lowest rate of mainland growth: the second slowest
proportion of the total income of the poorer sections of theyrowing mainland State was Victoria. How much did Victoria
community as will, of course, increased Housing Trust rentgrow over that period? Was it 2, 3 or 4 per cent? While South
for pensioners in aged cottage homes. These measures hi(istralia languished at 1.7 per cent, Victoria—the second
the workers and battlers. slowest growing mainland State—grew at 5.4 per cent,
Despite all this, it is far from clear that all this slash andcertainly well in touch with the national rate.
burn will leave our debt position any better in three, four or  Mr Quirke: Four times.
five years. The Government seems not to understand that we The Hon. M.D. RANN: Yes, four times. It is not just that
can have effective debt reduction and stabilisation only athe other States have caught us up; rather, our relative
part of a broader economic strategy. Unless we take thgosition appears to be worsening. South Australia is the only
measures to promote growth and investment, we willmainland State not now exceeding growth levels occurring
continue to lose population to other States. In the process our 1992-93. In fact, South Australia has not yet even recov-
tax base would fall, and our debt levels would remain highered to these former levels, in spite of the highest rates of
and perhaps uncontrollably high. We can resolve our debt anghational growth for a decade. This contrasts with our
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performance during 1993, supposedly in a period in whictadverts. As a professional economist, surely the member for
nothing could happen in South Australia because, as we weteght understands that this merely reflects the fact that South
being told, the State Labor Government was sapping businegsistralia has largely missed out on the national recovery. For
confidence, when our growth rate of 4.8 per cent wagxample, let us look at overtime worked. The Premier is right
certainly well in touch with the national economic recovery.to say that, in the year to November 1994, average weekly

No greater disgrace has there been than the Premiertsertime per employee grew by 12.3 per cent and that this
hopes on jobs. The Premier says we are topping the charts faas above the national figure. But it is nothing to boast about.
job growth: that is completely wrong—a complete deceptionjncreases in overtime worked are early signs of recovery
not true. In the 13 months to January 1995 national employduring which firms rebuild their stocks in expectation of
ment grew by over 298 000 in seasonally adjusted terms, ancreased activity and demand. As this process gathers
at 3.7 per cent. This brought unemployment down from 10.8nomentum, firms will take on new workers.

to 9 per cent with an increasing participation rate. Over the  Overtime figures are lower in other States because their
same period, the first 13 months of Liberal Government iffirms have already made use of increased overtime and have
this State, the rate of employment growth has been just ongad to take on more full-time and part-time workers. As a
tenth, or 0.33 per cent, of the rate of national job growth; onlyconsequence, employment has grown and unemployment has
2 100 jobs were created in seasonally adjusted terms in thgilen. To date, South Australia has missed out on a real and
first year of the Dean Brown Government; not the 12 000 h&upstantive national economic recovery. Just as we approach
promised, not the 15 000 he boasted that he had personaliye position of most other States of a year or more ago, the
created in South Australia. national economy is slowing. South Australia’s recovery is
As a consequence, South Australia’s labour marketillborn. Exactly the same point applies to the other key
participation rate is certainly falling, not rising, and there isindicators cited in the Premier’s boast.
net interstate migration out of South Australia. The jobs

fourth consecutive fall in the numbers of people unemployedy, chart 3 course of action that is real—based in reality, not

The participation rate has also fallen consistently sinCg,ge in hype and disinformation. It is very interesting that

December 1993, reflecting just how few job opportunitiesye premier says he will not do so, because he knows that at

}herEe ar?. What V\_/I_as the clairg l(:)f thr? Premier _ano’l?hii Ministesny such summit he would actually have to sit there and listen
Orb mp oymerllt, dralnlng an | urther 'fEOIII‘,Jcat'O”- -Ir; €Y WEr&y the real statistics, not the bravado or the blarney. We can
to be congratulated on unemployment falling to a shade unde et certain of these indicators to improve a little over the

10 per cent. That is what they promised. That is what they.gming few months. We certainly hope so; we all want that
said in this Parliament and outside; it was good news. to happen.

Anyone whoisn mpl nomic illiterate know . L
yone who s not a complete economic Ifiterate knows We all want recovery to lock in, but it will not do so by

full well that the fall in unemployment is simply a reflection .
of just how poor a rate of job creation has been occurring irpc_)asts, pravado and PR hype. One day, hype has to collide
Ix{wth reality. | repeat that this reflects the fact that we have

South Australia over the past 13 months. That decline i dout on th iod of rapid d face th
unemployment was due entirely to the fall in the participationmlsse outon the period of rapid recovery and now tace the

rate, and the Premier knew it, and that is why he did not havgffects of a more slowly growing national economy. )
the guts to make the announcement in Parliament and duck The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member's time
shoved it over to the hapless Minister for Employmenthas expired. The member for Unley.
Training and Further Education. Let me just point out that o
that decline in unemployment was due entirely to the fallin  MrBRINDAL (Unley): There are some members in this
the participation rate and, if the participation rate had stayetiouse who could not fail to be impressed by the contribution
atits July 1994 level, the current unemployment rate in Soutist made by the Leader of the Opposition. It was an astound-
Australia would be around 11.4 per cent. If that is a succes#d and outstanding contribution, and | am quite sure that, if
as claimed by this Premier, | feel sure that everyone in thigou were a new member in this House, preferably one who
House would hate to see his failures. was a member of the Labor Party and certainly one who had
Even if we use the trend data that the Premier prefergjot |i_Ved in SO_Uth Australia at any time pI'iOI' to the last
South Australia’s labour force still fell by 5 000 jobs from €lection, you might have put some credence in the words just
September. In trend terms, the South Australian labour forcgPoken by the Leader of the Opposition. Unfortunately, if you
grew by a pathetic 1.2 per cent; nationa”y it grew by 3.6 pe,have_any_ readlng level above the age of flve; if YOU have
cent. The Premier has claimed that 11 200 jobs have bedifed in this State for more than the past 12 months; if you are
created in trend terms under his Premiership. In the 18 member of the South Australian public, then that speech
months to January, the work force grew by a mere 7 500 itvould have to rate as one of the biggest amounts of drivel
the trend terms that he prefers. The Premier appears not @er delivered in this House.
realise that, with this State’s share of national population, That it came from the Leader of the Opposition is, in fact,
South Australia needed to see a growth in employment oduite stunning and, | believe, should go down as a permanent
over 22 000, not 7 500. In seasonally adjusted terms, theeminder of the type of product we can expect from the
South Australian work force had to grow by 23 300 just tocurrent Opposition Leader. | am genuinely disappointed for
keep pace with the national recovery, with national jobshim. | recall that, when we were in Opposition and our
growth. Leader spoke, every member of the House was present. | note
| was most interested to listen to the Premier’s responsthat, as the Leader spoke, the numbers were in continual
to a Dorothy Dix question from the member for Light on decline. At one stage he had three listening to him; for the last
7 February. The Premier referred to increases in overtimbalf of the speech he was lucky to muster two. When the
worked, in manufacturing activity levels and in job vacancyLeader of the Opposition cannot command a fifth of the
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audience from his own backbench, one wonders how muctiantic fire sale to obtain all the money it could as quickly as
of South Australia he can be talking to. possible to make it appear that the situation was not as bad
To deal with latter things first, the Leader of the Opposi-as it was. That was the strategy, and | am sure every member
tion suggested a State recovery summit. That may or may nof these benches deplores that because valuable assets were
be a good idea. Certainly, if the Government and the Minissold—perhaps too cheaply and too quickly—and they were
ters of the Government decided to get together with bigsold for the wrong purpose. They were not sold to recover
business, small business, Government groups and all sorts@ébt or to improve the situation but to hide what was going
people to try to plan an additional recovery strategy—and bn.
say ‘additional’ because the Government already has a It worries me when | hear the Leader of the Opposition,
recovery strategy—that would be laudable. However, for thenore converted than soil on the road to Damascus and more
Leader of the Opposition to come in here and suggest that theghteous than the Apostles, telling the Government what it
Opposition should be part of a summit recovery program ishould do when he was one of the perpetrators of the problem
extraordinary. That is like the Vandals who sacked Romén which this Government finds itself. The Leader claims that
asking to be part of the subsequent reconstruction prograrthe Opposition will not hide the truth from the public. |
It is just amazing that the Leader of the Opposition, havingotally applaud that because | know that this Government will
completely mucked up South Australia, should say, ‘We nownot seek to hide the truth from the public. The Premier has
want to be part of the recovery process.’ That came from theaid from well before he was elected that this will be an
Leader of the Opposition, who had difficulty hearing thehonest, accountable Government. | applaud the fact that the
length of the Cabinet table. Quite clearly, he could not hea®pposition is changing its spots. It has clearly committed
the Premier of the day—and he is no orphan, because noteday not to hide the truth from the public. That is a big leap
of the Ministers could. The Premier of the day sat at one entbrward for some members opposite.
of the table and everybody one else caught selective deafness.| do not include all members opposite in that. There are
I have been privileged to go into the Cabinet room, and | dgeople opposite whose honesty | never doubted and whose
not believe that any member of the Government benchesincerity | admire. It is not to them that | direct my remarks;
would not have great success in hearing the complete lengthis to those who sat on the front bench in the former
of that room, let alone the length of the table. But somethingsovernment and told this Parliament things that, in the light
was wrong in those days because the Leader of the Opposit 1995, clearly appear not to have been true. | suggest to this
tion— House that not only did they perpetrate that charade on this
The Hon. J.W. Olsen interjecting: House in its entirety but they also, | believe quite sincerely,
Mr BRINDAL: As the Minister points out, the former perpetrated this same charade on members of their own Party
member for Unley did not know what went on around thewho did not have the same access to the Cabinet room that
table, and that was the case with a number of other formehey did. For those people | feel some compassion—some of
Ministers who no longer grace the benches opposite. Perhafi'em are no longer here—it was not entirely their fault. They
that was part of the problem. | do not mean to continuallydid not have the responsibility that others had, but they paid
berate the Opposition, but | find it very difficult to come in the penalty nonetheless.
here and listen to a lecture on the Supply Bill and a lecture The Government has a very tough job to do. | know that
on economics from members of the former Governmentthis Government will not shirk its responsibility. If the Leader
which put us in this position. Like all my colleagues, from the of the Opposition wishes to be constructive, he should not
Premier through to the Ministers and every member of theome in here and contribute three decent minutes out of a 20
back bench, | have great difficulty in coming to terms with minute speech; he should try to get it up to 10 decent minutes
the fact that certain promises we made at the last election cam even 20. The three decent minutes, as the member for
no longer be kept. We are not running away from that factLight will know, was when he appeared to be learning some
itis true. form of economics. It appears that the Leader of the Opposi-
Unfortunately, at the time, the then shadow Treasurer, ouion is going to school. If members carefully examine the last
shadow Ministers and the Premier, as Leader of the Opposihree minutes of his speech, the Leader of the Opposition
tion, all believed the set of figures which were published byappears to have learnt something. We should all applaud that,
the previous Government. We were not here for more thahecause one day the honourable member might reach the
two minutes before we realised that even those figurestage where he can make an important contribution in the
presented by the previous Government were not accurate artgbates, but not before he learns a few of those basic lessons.
as a result, some of our promises had to be broken. | am nbéte certainly proved, as did his other colleagues on the front
proud of it—and | am sure the Premier, the Ministers and théench, that he knew nothing about economics for the entire
backbench are not proud of it—but faced with that situatiorilO years of the Bannon Government. That the honourable
on coming to government some hard decisions had to bmember is learning is excellent, but let him not come here
made. You cannot keep promising when there is no monegnd make contributions until he has learnt a little bit more,
to deliver. because his contribution today very adequately demonstrated
That is what gets under my skin in terms of the Leader othat the Leader of the Opposition, as yet, does not know
the Opposition’s speech. We do not have an entire farm tenough to be able to contribute to debates such as this.
sell: half the farm was sold in the past four years. But rather The Leader of the Opposition said of our Premier, ‘If that
than selling half the farm responsibly to pay off debt, to loweris a success, we would hate to see his failures.’ Again, | must
debt and all the rest of it, for what purpose was it sold? It wa®bject. How can anybody associated with the losses of the
sold to bolster recurrent expenditure, to pretend that thprevious Government come in here and talk about anybody
problem was not as bad as it was, and to deliberately misleaglse’s failures? | find it the height of hypocrisy that the
and fool the people of South Australia so that they did noteader of the Opposition can say, ‘The trendline appears to
realise what was going on. The shingle was up: business affer from that which the Premier has put forward; therefore
usual. Behind the shingle the Government was conductingiais not as good as he thinks.’ If that is not churlishness, | do
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not understand the meaning of the word. If the Leader of thabout the pain of the battlers in our community. That is one
Opposition wants his Party to be a patriotic Opposition, Ithing of which | am tired. | cannot stomach the fact that
suggest that he does not come in here calling the Premier, theembers opposite seem to think that they have an absolute—
Treasurer and Ministers complete economic illiterates; Mr Leggett: What members?

instead, he should make an honest effort to make a valuable \y; BRINDAL: When members are sitting opposite, and

contribution. In fact, the Leader should stop playing the tritghgge few who do sit opposite think that they have an absolute
sort of political games that were a hallmark of his ministryright to care and compassion. | can tell you, Sir, that many
for so long. members sitting on this side of the House care about the
_Here is somebody who stands up and talks about hype angjttiers’ (as the Leader of the Opposition styles them) and
misinformation. You might correct me if | am wrong, Sir, but care about those in society who are less fortunate. It is true
| seem to remember that, just after we all came back hergnat perhaps some aspects of the Bill do not help them as
South Australia lost the Grand Prix. | remember that thgn,ch as we would like, but that is a problem that we would

current Leader of the Opposition was the Minister in.chargq]ot wish to place on them—it is a problem foisted on us by
of the Grand Prix. | also have formed the impression thaine current financial resources of this State.

somewhere along the line the people of South Australia, no
less than the people in this Chamber, were fed a whole lot Re
hype and misinformation about the continuation of the Gran
Prix after the election.

| object very strongly to members opposite saying that
y have some sort of absolute and exclusive right to every
ause and every deserving person in this State. If they do,
. . fine; then 1 and a number of other members will send all our
How can the Leader come in here an_d say those thing roblems to members opposite and they can fix them for us.

Also, he appeared to try to make some virtue of the fact thgby . that you, Sir, in your electorate deal with a great many

oqu\{[a%es bl IS l#nder cofn't:rotljbeclause ?o ;r)any urélc;]ns ha\r’groblems from people in Housing Trust homes and with all
rejected rises In favour ot ~ederal registration, and € Werk, s ot needs. | am sure that the members for Florey,

on to say ‘because they think they will get more money'. | aManson, Peake, Hartley and Light, and every other Liberal

sure that that is true. | found it extraordinary that the 'nStitUt%ember try as hard as any member opposite to exercise
of Teachers could issue a press release saying that it und%mpaséion and concern for the battlers

stood that the Minister was limited to offering a wage Memb it t to talk about ion for th

increase of only $15 a week and, therefore, it would no t erm beﬁr?p??ﬁ: erVéar\l/ rcr)m? n?woutcgg}lﬁ)iaism?dolrl re

accept the offer because that would take money out of th attiers, but the former ‘sovernment waste ons ordorars
horseracing syndicates, merino studs and a whole plethora

education budget of this State; and, because it did not wa thi We miaht | have taken that oed it
to deprive the children of this State, it would seek a Federaf' tINgs. We might as well have taken thal money, rpped |

award. That is fine. But what will happen if the Federal awar nt% shredsr?no: flushzd |thdow2 tlhe to!left. T:\eret are r‘ll'% extra
gives them $25 a week? ridges, schools, roads, hospitals or infrastructure. There is

| challenge the President of the Institute of Teachers to tell othing to show for that money. It was squandered complete-

the people of South Australia that, no matter what award* Ir;vgaf r}oﬁ tHak(ra]n %UtECHng %?Ckreélc’; thfaitpvc\)lck(a‘ttskoathet
teachers are given in the Federal jurisdiction, the institute will '€MP€rs for Hanson, abeth or Florey. as taken ou

accept only $15 a week because it does not want to depri\fghthe ?ﬁctet %f thefyi')r?o%le of S,[Q”th Australia. 'Il'lhe battlef[s
the children of this State. Having been here for five years, om the Leader of the Lpposition NOW'so vocally SUpports

am cynical enough to believe that the institute’s approach is" ere robbed of billions and billions of dollars by the State.

because it did not get enough out of the State system, it will !f their pockets are empty, members opposite should not
get more out of the Federal system. | believe that, if it cadP0k across to this side of the Chamber and blame the
obtain a rise of $25, $30 or $35 a week, the Institute 0]éhorr.endous bluebl'oods who sit over here and care for
Teachers will put up its hand and say to its members, ‘Loo0thing except their leafy eastern suburbs electorates’ (to
what a good job we have done; look how much money wdluote the rhetoric of the OE)posmqn); let them Io_ok to their
have got you'—and too bad it comes out of the educatio®Wn front bench and say, ‘Why did you cost this State so
budget. In fact, the Institute of Teachers probably will be theMuch money? Why did you so badly mismanage this State
first to organise demonstrations against class sizes having & t© léave us with this enormous debt?” Members opposite
increase, classrooms not being painted or any one of thg'ould put some of the blame where it belongs—with them.
horrendous measures which might need to be taken in tHdembers of my Party were in Opposition at the time, and we
event that teachers’ wages blow out. sometimes question our role in the whole fiasco. The rr_lember
| am not knocking teachers getting extra money. | believdor Pea_lke asked questions, but | am sure that sometimes he
in the arbitration system. | believe that the labourer deserve&Sks himself whether he asked enough. We all question our
his hire. Whatever the award, | believe that they will pefole. We do not run away from our responsibility, and neither
entitled to it—and the same applies to nurses or any group §hould members opposite.
professionals. | even extend that to politicians and say thatwe [N closing, | say to the Leader of the Opposition that he is
deserve our hire as well. | am not arguing the principle thatn danger of becoming like a blast furnace. Blast furnaces
the labourer deserves his hire: | am arguing the cant an@roduce a lot of heat and hot air to create, first, pig iron,
hypocrisy that | see among certain professional group leadeyéhich is the lowest grade of iron and which needs refinement;
who say that they are doing this as an act of magnanimitgecondly, carbon dioxide, which is largely useless; and,
towards the people to whom they have a responsibility—irthirdly, slag. At present not only is the Leader of the Opposi-
this case the children—when in fact they are not. Like everyion acting like a blast furnace but he is producing rather too
other worker, they are seeking the best deal for themselveBiuch slag. I suggest that he concentrates on a little more iron.
There is nothing wrong with that, except thatitis an exercise The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): Order! The
in hypocrisy; and, if it is an exercise in hypocrisy, let themhonourable member’s time has expired.
admit what they are doing and not pretend that they are doing
something else. The Leader of the Opposition also spoke [Sitting suspended from 5.58 to 7.30 p.m.]
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REAL PROPERTY (WITNESSING AND LAND Provision is made for the Registrar General, at any time require
GRANTS) AMENDMENT BILL the witnessing of an instrument to be proved in such manner as the

Registrar General thinks fit.
. - . . A substantial penalty is imposed on a witness for attesting an
~ Received from the Legislative Council and read a firsfnsyrument WithOSt knogving tf?e executing party personally, gnd
time. having no reasonable grounds on which to be satisfied as to identity.
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Minister for Industrial The penalty also applies where the witness knows or has reasonable
Affairs): | move: grounds for suspecting that the person signing is not a party to the
s ) instrument or does not have authority to sign on behalf of a party.
That this Bill be now read a second time. The Bill also contains some technical provisions relating to the
| seek leave to have the second reading explanation insertgnner in which land grants are registered. These provisions will
in Hansardwithout my reading it allow for the electronic registration of land grants under the Crown
: Land Act in the same way as ordinary titles are now registered
Leave granted. electronically.

This Bill makes amendments to the Real Property Act to remove
the current proof provisions and to replace them with a new system :
of witnessing documents. Clause 2: Commencement

) . .._These clauses are formal.

For many years the office of the Attorney-General, the Registrar '~ ~|31se 3: Amendment of s 3—Interpretation

cGoenqS[:ilnstsCt)ffl-g(t:ihgnsdhomi‘g);mEcl)?C;?(r)%tfefocr)ng(e:ZIS Pr;g\égrt;eg%'gﬁdrhis clause amends the definition of ‘certificate’ contained in the
S A . h - - ““principal Act so that land grants issued under@rewn Lands Act

mentation is causing considerable inconvenience and hardship 29v?/ill not fall within thagt definition after commencement of the
individuals who are not ‘well known’ to one of the functionaries Bill. This means that land grants will no longer be subject to the

authorised to witness such documentation in this State. requirements contained in section 49 of the Act relating to folios in
If a Real Property instrument is to be executed within Southhe Register Book.

Australia only the following are authorised to witness the document;  c|ause 4: Insertion of s. 66A

the Registrar-General, any Deputy Registrar-General, or a Notaryhjs clause inserts a new section 66A in the principal Act requiring

Public, Justice of the Peace, Commissioner for taking Affidavits inyegjstration of title to land where a land grant has been lodged in the

the Supreme Court or Proclaimed Bank Manager. These people caffo. Because this section requires the Registrar-General to register

only witness Real Property documents if the person whose signatugie, the provisions of section 51b (allowing electronic registration

they witness is well known to them. of title) and 51c (requiring issue of a certificate of title) will also
Individuals who are not ‘well known’ to one of the above apply to land that is the subject of a land grant.

functionaries must be advised to execute the long form of proof Clause 5: Amendment of s.112

pursuantto section 268 of the Real Property Act, 1886. This sectiomhis clause consequentially amends section 112 of the principal Act

provides for the signature of a person to be witnessed by anyone tg remove references to registration of the grant and substitute

whom he or she is ‘personally known’, and for the witness to theryeferences to registration of the certificate.

appear before an authorised functionary who must certify that the Clause 6: Substitution of ss. 267 to 269

witness is a person who is known to the authorised functionary anglause 6 repeals sections 267 to 269 of the principal Act and

of good repute, and that the witness declared that the person whosgbstitutes the following sections:

signature had been witnesses was personally known to the witness. 267.  Witnessing of instruments

While this is a method of resolving the problem of getting a Real New section 267 provides that instruments must be witnessed

Property instrument witnessed, it is a complex process and it is py an independent adult who either knows, or is satisfied as to

unfortunately often the case that individuals have been inappropri-  the identity of, the party executing the instrument. Subsection (4)

ately advised and are put to considerable inconvenience when trying ajlows the Registrar-General to require verification of the

to have documentation witnessed. execution of an instrument whether or not there is reason to
In Victoria since 1955, there have not been any special require- suspect that it has been improperly executed.

ments for witnessing of instruments pursuant to the Transfer of Land 268. Improper witnessing

Act, other than the witness is an adult and disinterested in the New section 268 provides an offence for improperly witness-

transaction. ing an instrument, punishable by a maximum fine of $2 000 or
In New South Wales since 1979, the only requirements are that imprisonment for six months.

the witness be an adult, personally known to the signatory and not Clause 7: Repeal of eighteenth and nineteenth schedules

a party to the dealing. This clause is consequential to the repeal of sections 267 to 269.
The Registrar General has been in contact with both the Lands

Titles Offices in New South Wales and Victoria (where the volume ~ Ms HURLEY secured the adjournment of the debate.

of conveyancing transactions is considerably more than that in this

State) and advice has been received that cases of forgery or fraud are SUPPLY BILL

not of any greater number than in our own experience. Nor has there

ng&(ae%gﬂesése in fraud or forgery since the relaxation in witnessing Adjourned debate on second reading (resumed on motion).
The requirements in Western Australia are that the execution of (Continued from page 1688.)

documents must be witnessed by a person who is not a party to the

transaction and the witness must provide his or her name address and Mr BUCKBY (Light): | support the Bill. Supply Bills are

occupation. Tasmania also has a general witnessing requirementg provide appropriation for the early months of the financial
The Registrars of Title from all States and Territories agreed a¥ear until the Appropriation Bill is assented to. This year, the

their Conference in October, 1991 that moves toward interstat ) .
uniformity would be appropriate and the witnessing of documents| Féasurer's statement and the new budget will be brought

is one area where this could be achieved. down in June rather than in August. Of course, as a response
This Bill therefore provides for the replacement of the currentto that, the Estimates Committees will be held in July, thus
proof provisions with provisions which allow any adult person tothere is a need for about two month’s worth of appropriation

witness a signature where the party is known to or identifieg ensure that services continue smoothly until the budget is
himself/herself to the witness. The Bill does not specify the meangi bated and d

by which evidence of identity may be obtained but such evidenc ebaied and passed. -

could be obtained by reference to current passport, photo drivers This Bill involves just on $600 million, and that does not
licence or other identifying material. Such material would not ofinclude any interest payments on our debt. | remind members

course be necessary where the witness personally knows thRat we are currently paying some $800 million in interest
executing party. The witness must be an adult person who is notg

Explanation of Clauses
Clause 1: Short title

party to the instrument. The witness is required to supply full nam ach year, which tends to make the amount of money in this

address and daytime contact phone number to be printed legibRill appear somewhat small. Appropriation Bills, Supply
under the witness’s signature. Bills and budgets are also affected by Federal Government
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policy, particularly with regard to the impact of its interest South Australia, we are focused more on manufacturing,
rate policy over the past six months. To this date, a 1 per cemgriculture and community services, such as education, health
rise in interest equates to an additional interest Bill ofand aged care, whereas the Australian economy does not have
$80 million. We should just consider what we could do withsuch a major focus. As a result of that, over the past 20 years
$80 million in terms of hard decisions and the cuts we aré.abor Governments in this State, apart from between 1979
having to make because of the State debt. and 1982, have continually focused on increasing community
It would appear that, while Rome burns—or perhaps Iservices but they did not balance the argument. There was a
should say while Australia burns—Emperor Keating remaingocus on community services rather than a balanced approach
firmly seated within the Lodge, oblivious to all that is burning of, ‘Let’s lift business, mining and agriculture along with
around him. community services so that one can pay for the other and so
Mr Lewis interjecting: that we can afford the community services that we are
Mr BUCKBY: That's quite true. The point is that providing to the community.’
economists and business—and small business—throughout There are many community services which were needed
Australia have continually reminded Mr Keating and theand about which | do not argue. However, the pointis that in
Treasurer of the need not only for monetary policy, that isthe end someone has to pay. We are $8 billion in debt and
interest rate changes, but also for reduced Federalome hard decisions have to be made. This Government is
Government expenditure, in other words, a change to fiscalow being criticised for the hard decisions it is making, but
policy. However, as Australia burns, nothing is done. In factthose decisions have to be made because basically we are
the Prime Minister said that he was quite satisfied—and thibroke—not to the stage of being bankrupt, thank goodness.
is not a direct quote—that nothing need be done until the Majdowever, the point is that the decisions have to be made.
budget. While the Opposition criticises, were members opposite back
Of course, we continue under the pressure of interest raie Government | can assure you that those hard decisions
rises and we now have a slackening of and reduction imvould still have to be made. The decisions we are making
economic activity to the stage where building activity in thiswould have had to be made by the Labor Party; there is no
State and right across Australia has slowed to a halt. | wasay around it. | do not step away from our making those
talking to a surveyor this afternoon about the effect of thedecisions at all. It would appear that the Opposition either
recession on his business and other surveying businesses@fuses to or does not understand that we cannot go on
South Australia. He told me that, because of the Australiaspending. It is no different from any household budget.
recession, many companies in South Australia had become Mr Brindal: Or not capable.
bankrupt or had moved interstate. He said thatitwas onlyin Mr BUCKBY: As the member for Unley has said,
the past year, under a Liberal Government, that there waserhaps they are not capable of understanding that. However,
some light at the end of the tunnel where people could selke any householder budgeting, we cannot continue to spend
that the State was starting to move again and his business hambre than we earn. We came into Government with a $350
slowly started to improve. million current debt, expanding each year, and one would
There has been a lack of action on the Federal side. Ashielieve from the rhetoric that we hear from the Opposition
said, for some time economists and business have been tellititat we should do nothing about that; that we should go
the Federal Government that there needs to be a cut ilindly on; that we should not be cutting any services such
Federal Government spending. Finally, it would appear thaas education; and that we should continue adding to that debt
Mr Willis, the Federal Treasurer, has suddenly realised thaas we go along.
what economists and businesses were saying to him might An honourable member: But we mustn'’t raise taxes.
actually have been true. It is a pity that Mr Keating did not Mr BUCKBY: No, we must not raise taxes. As a result
hear that message back in 1989-90 when business was telling that, if we are limited to not raising taxes—and the
him that interest rate rises to solve an expanding econom@pposition has said that we should not be raising taxes—
were not the way to go. However, blindly on he went and savhere do we go? The only way to go is to look at reducing
we went into the recession that we had to have. We have noeosts. That is what the Audit Commission recommended.
come out of that recession with the hope of growth. That The other difference between the Australian economy and
growth has been very short lived, because we are back inthe South Australian economy is the contribution of the
interest rate rises and the same old policy that did not worknining sector; the national economy attracts a much larger
in 1989-90 and will not work now. proportion of mining revenues than does the South Australian
The Federal Government has made much of microeconomy. In relation to the finance sector, members will find
economic reform. In the mid 1980s the Federal Governmerthat head offices are predominantly located in Melbourne and
talked about microeconomic reform, how it would bring in Sydney, not in Adelaide.
microeconomic reform and what a boon it would be to the | compliment the previous Government for commencing
Australian economy. We have not progressed very far, but waeromagnetic mapping. We were behind every other State
have progressed a little. The increased productivity that hasecause of the refusal of the previous Government to identify
been gained on the wharves is brought to our attention everyining as an area through which we could increase the
now and again, but what a low base we came from. There waonomic activity and finances of this State. But we did get
a need for it and there is a need for more microeconomiander way eventually and that is now paying great benefits
reform, but suddenly it has dropped off the agenda becaude this State. This Government is continuing that program and
it is all too hard; this Federal Government will not attack it. the increased exploration activity that is occurring in this
I now turn to the Audit Commission report, which made State is as a result of that program. That was a good move on
some interesting observations. It stated that the Soutthe part of the previous Government.
Australian and Australian economies appeared to be some- We also have the sectors that historically have been
what similar: it also states that there are important differencesnportant to South Australia. | refer, in particular, to
between the South Australian and Australian economies. lagriculture and manufacturing. They have been poor perform-
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ers over the past 10 years. Again, it is difficult to see how the This Government has a challenge for the future to get this
Federal Government cannot understand that when you rai€tate back on track, to correct the inefficiencies and
interest rates it affects those sectors. You automatically havieabilities of the previous Government and, once again, to
a flow-on effect, because when business starts makingeturn South Australia to a viable economy. We cannot do
decisions about whether or not it will invest one of the criticalthat without making some hard decisions. We all recognise
things it looks at is the interest rate. It will make decisions inthat as does the South Australian public but, unfortunately,
relation to whether the investment is viable or non-viablethe Opposition will not or cannot recognise that.
Yet, the Federal Government continues its policy of targeting
interest rates as a means of solving our problems. Ms HURLEY (Napier): As an economist, the member
The A. D. Little report, which was commissioned by the for Light may not appreciate some of the subtleties of the art
previous Government, advised the Government at that stagé accounting. He claims that the incoming Government
of the need for restructuring and diversification of thesuddenly discovered that the budget situation was much
manufacturing base. The previous Government was very sloworse than it thought, but if anyone in South Australia had
to move. We now have a Government that is looking to bdeen asked what they thought the Government would say
export competitive. Against that need to develop exportvhen it gotin the answer would have been that it would say,
competitiveness we have this huge backdrop of debt. As Things are much worse than we ever thought, and we’ll have
said, the structure of our economy is heavily aimed ato make further cuts.” In fact, we have had a series of half
community services. truths. The member for Light says that the Opposition

The impact had even greater effect because, owing to tH@aintains there should be no incr_eas_es in taxes when, under
recession, more people were applying for concessions arftf Pressure, }he Government during its campaign §tated that
needing emergency assistance. As a result, South Australfavould not increase taxes. In fact, it offered to increase
suffered more through the recession than any other Stattinding in arange of areas, which the member for Light has
This represents a lack of foresight by the previous Govern?oW targeted. He says that it is impossible to do anything
ment, which did not seek to maintain and have a balance@Pout the économy without decreasing funding.
view. It did not ensure that along with community service ~During its campaign, this Government said that it would
improvements business also was helped and adjusted alofft§rease spending on education and health, that it would work
the way. mlracle.s to make everythlng rlght, that it wpuld not do what

As | said, the Opposition criticises this Government for the/V@S being done in Victoria, but time after time this Govern-
hard decisions that we have to make. The member for Unlefp€nt has done exactly what the Victorian Kennett Govern-
referred in his speech to that criticism, and | do not have tgnent has done. All these nice blandishments are all very well,
remind you, Sir, of things like the State Bank, 333 Collingbut! assure members.opposrge that they are not fooling their
Street, the Remm building, Scrimber, and Beneficial Financé&onstituents, pragmatic, sensible people who know about the
and | could go on to explain why we have to make thesdricks of accountancy. They are not fooled by these sweeping
decisions. In the Auditor-General's 1993-94 report he raise§tatements and half truths.
the question of accrual accounting and stated: Members interjecting:

Urgent attention needs to be given to resolution of issues that are M_S HURLEY:_ Most of t_he people in my electorate are
seen to be a barrier to reporting the position of all the State’s assef¢0rking hard trying to survive.
and liabilities. An honourable member: As they are everywhere.

Again, this Government is criticised for saying that the full Ms HURLEY: Exactly. Itis the duty of this Government

picture of the State debt was not available to it. It is true thato give them some help, not continually to squash them.
the information was not available to us and the Auditor-There is no doubt in anyone’s mind that this State was in
General has agreed with that. That is why the Auditdifficulty and that some hard decisions had to be made. In
Commission was established as soon as we came infact, the former Government in statements that it made before
government, to look at the full level of contingent liabilities the election said so. During the campaign it fully addressed
owed by this State. thisissue. It did not promise increased spending or miracles;

As a result of that we were able to identify the true levelin & constructive way, it addressed the budgetary and debt
of State debt and the real problem that we were in. Tharoblems that we were experiencing without throttling the
problem had been covered up by the previous Stat8conomy so that we would end up behind every State in
Government. The Auditor-General makes the point in hifAustralia, something which this Government seemingly is
report that in the 1993-94 budget no reference to contingerdttempting to do.
liabilities was made by the previous Government and, in An honourable member: And we still have a deficit of
effect, they were not cited within the budget. As a result, thé320 million.
true state of our financial situation was not available. Ms HURLEY: The deficit is there and will stay there for

We would far rather not have to make the hard decision§ome time, but that does not mean that we have to throttle the
confronting us, but the fact is that we were given a mandat@conomy in order to address it. We are behind the rest of the
in December 1993 by the South Australian public to makecountry. Other States have taken steps to take advantage of
those hard decisions in order to get out of the problem ofhe recovery. Again, in a typically negative fashion the
State debt with which we are currently confronted. We cannoember for Light dwelt on the negatives of the Federal
say, ‘Let’s not attack education or health.’ They are the twesituation. This country is in the process of recovery. A
areas of highest spending by the Government. If we leav@umber of leading indicators show that we are in a relatively
education and health out of any cuts, where do we go? Do wiealthy state compared with OECD countries, but this State
gut every other department at that stage? What else do we dbas not been able to take advantage of that recovery during
Cuts have to be across the entire level of State expenditutBe past year.
in all departments. Mr Brindal interjecting:
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Ms HURLEY: Whether or not it is the recession we had  Ms HURLEY: For the benefit of the honourable member,
to have, the recession happened; it was part of a world/ho says that he has a lot of families in his electorate, this
recession that happened. The rest of the country is out of thegfers to free bus travel for holders of school card, which was
recession: South Australia is not. abolished by this Government. The letter continues:

The Hon. G.A. Ingerson: Whose fault is that? School card is reduced by $10 and the school dental service is no

Ms HURLEY: This Government has been in power for longer free to secondary students. $40 million is being cut from the
the past year; it is this Government's responsibility to hoo%ublic school budget over the next four years, while an additional

P 52 million is being given to private education. These cuts have
on to th(_:" Coat_'ta'ls of that Federal recovery and make th erious implications for the standard of education for our children.
most of it. Tonight | want to talk about how the budget has

affected people in outer suburban areas and, in particular, t}‘lloénd I can abssurefn;em_?ers Fhat thes? a{e thte S(Iannm_entsl ofa
people in my electorate. arge number of families in my electorate. | seriously

Mr Brindal: Which is your electorate? questiqn this L'iberal Government's commitment to public

Ms HURLEY: My electorate of Napier educ_atlon. During the p_eflod that the previous Government

Members intérjecting' ' was in office, the now Minister for Education and Children’s

” o . Services consistently attacked public school education but did

Ms HURLEY: My friend and mentor. | will see you ot 4o sg in relation to private education, and that is the
tomorrow. feeling not only among the parents in my electorate but also

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): Order! The other 5o the teachers and the students: that there is no commit-
speakers were given a fair go; | Woulq appre_mate it if thernem to public education by this Government.
House would give the member for Napier a fair go. They are seriously concerned about their future. Education

Ms HURLEY. Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. AS @ g yery important to people in my electorate, particularly
fellow northern suburbs member, | am sure you can undeg,se'on lower incomes who see education as the only way
stand what | am about to mention. There is a high proportiogyat their children can possibly make their way in the world
of families in my electorate— and improve their situation. They find that their schools are

Mr Brindal interjecting: ) being cut all the time. They are extremely concerned about
Ms HURLEY: | suggest you listen carefully to what | am this situation.

aboutto say in relation to how this Government's actions are  \jr Brindal interjecting:

having a negative effect on what is happening within families.  \ s HURLEY: Would you like to take a point of order on

My electorate has a particularly high proportion of youngypis?

families because it contains a number of newly developing \r BRINDAL: On a point of order, Sir, the member for

areas, and also a high proportion— Napier just imputed that the Minister was acting with bias;
An honourable member interjecting: . in other words, she is impugning improper motives. It has
Ms HURLEY: Avery good breeding ground. It contains consistently been the ruling of the Chair that to impugn

a high proportion of Housing Trust areas where manymproper motive has to be done by way of substantive

families are on lower incomes or on some form of benefit. Iy otion.

fact, many of those families are on a single income. They The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The point of order is

have moved to the outer suburban areas to take advantagegirdering on being frivolous. The Minister is here: had he

cheap land prices so that the wife, for example, can stay &aen concerned he would have stood up.

home and look after the children, and the family can survive  The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: On a point of order, Sir, |

on a single income. Despite this Liberal Government'Sypjact to the comments that were made because | do not

rhetoric about families, it is making every effort to destroypgjieve they were fair and reasonable and | ask that they be

families and make life much more difficult for them. aotracted.

Previously we heard much about the provision for afamily -~ the ACTING SPEAKER: | do not consider that it is

impact statement and how it was going to affect every,,yariamentary. | would ask the honourable member to

decision that came through the Cabinet. However, we Nav@iqraw her comments. Is the honourable member prepared
not heard much about it subsequently, because almost evegy qq that?

decision that has come through Cabinet seems to have \is HURLEY: No. Sir. | do not believe that | impugned

impacted adv_ersely on fami’I)ies. improper motives. Another serious issue affecting people in
Mr Brindal: Wh'Ch ones: , my electorate is that of transport. We have already seen an
Ms HURLEY: Letus take, for example, education. As | increase in fares, again affecting particularly the people for

said, my electorate comprises many young families who arghom it hurts most: pensioners and people who use transport
affected badly by what is happening in the education systeny, off-peak times.

| want to read briefly from a letter written by a constituent - Becker: Do you?
from the southern suburbs, which have a similar situation to Ms HURLEY: Yes: but most of the people in my

that of the northern suburbs; they are outer suburbs contaieciorate who use transport in off-peak times are young
ing young families. The letter is addressed to the SChoiothers who go to do their shopping and so on. The people
council and states: who can least afford it are worst hit. The Elizabeth area is on

I'am sending this to you in the hope that you and the other parentgp of the list for having its bus transport services tendered

from your school will join me in informing the Government that we ; Fmi
are not prepared to stand by while the standard of our children’gm' In spite of the bland assurances from the Minister, people

education is decimated. You may be unaware of all the intended cuté) MY area are extremely concerned about what will happen

1

as they are not being publicised and Education Department staff a&s a result of that. First, in relation to cost, the problem with
forbidden to make them known. Apart from the fact that there is nauter suburbs (and there are members opposite who represent

more free bus travel— outer suburbs) is the distance involved in travel. Like the
Mr Brindal: Who bagged that? The previous Labor member for Spence, | do not believe that private operators
Government got rid of that: not this Government. will be prepared to go to outer northern suburbs as far as
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Gawler for the same fare as to Regency Road or Gepps Crosssnail retreating into its shell, putting up the shutters and
The cost for people in outer suburbs under a system of privateoping the rest of the world will go away. This Government

contractors will increase. wants to cut back, to cut off, and not propose any constructive
Mr Kerin: There is no difference whether it is public or solutions to these problems. As | said before, other States
private. have taken up the challenge. Indeed, even in Kennett's

Ms HURLEY: The frequency of travel is a major Victoria, where so many services and community facilities
problem. For many of these services people are just movinigave been slashed, positive developments are happening.
into the areas, which are sparsely populated. It is importarffome urban renewal programs are under way in Melbourne,
for these people to have public transport. It is important fowhich programs have not even been talked about here in
people looking to buy in the area that they know that publicAdelaide or South Australia.
transport is available. | do not believe that private tenderers An honourable member interjecting:
will have the frequency of services such that they will puton  Ms HURLEY: No, | am talking about the improvement
additional services as new areas develop. It will simply notn the city centre. What is happening in Adelaide? We are
pay them to do it. People in the outer suburbs are extremelstuck in this lull and no-one seems to have any solutions
nervous about what will happen to transport, partly becausabout how to get out of it. This Government is not leading:
they have already seen the difficulties involved with payingit is cutting back and back.
increased transport fees now, particularly the school card Mr Meier: What is your plan for Adelaide?
holders who have to pay for extra transport. Many families Ms HURLEY: You are in Government. This is your
in my electorate have three or four children. They have to papudget; it is your responsibility. You who promised so much
additional fares for all those children. It is difficult for them during the election campaign—we are now asking you to
to keep up their schooling and education. Families are feelingeliver. The people of this State are asking you to deliver on
the pressures in a big way. your election promises, and it is not happening.

These small charges are adding up, and now we have Mr Rossi: Have you ever heard of patience? Be patient.
increased water charges—and this Government is planning Ms HURLEY: If we are patient any longer this State goes
to privatise that, with the possibility, as demonstrateddown the plug hole and nothing is left. This Government
overseas, that water costs will increase markedly as a resufirefers to blame the Federal Government. With this negative,
In all of this, the Housing Trust tenants in my area werecarping attitude, it always has to blame someone: the previous
ignored. When the new water rating system was introducedzovernment or the Federal Government. It is never its own
Housing Trust tenants were not mentioned. The Minister foresponsibility; it is never the consequences of its own actions.
Housing, Urban Development and Local Government Members interjecting:

Relations was not able to give an answer about how the new Ms HURLEY: This is what is happening. It blames the
water rating system would affect Housing Trust tenants. Federal Government for interest rate rises and it blames the
An honourable member interjecting: former State Government for its debt. It will do anything but

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | call the honourable take responsibility for this State into its own hands and show
member to order—first, for interjecting, and, secondly, forsome leadership and vision. This was always a criticism of
interjecting out of his seat. the Bannon Government; that there was no vision. It was a

Ms HURLEY: Housing Trust tenants have been ignored criticism that the then Government recognised and tried to do
neglected, not involved, and just forgotten about in this nevsomething about, but members of this Government prefer to
water rating system. Now we have a system where thossee themselves as penny-pinching bookkeepers who are
subsidised tenants who need it the most will be hit the hardegutting back on the bottom line and hoping to achieve
because they must pay more for their water. Not only that; isomething in that way. They will not achieve anything in that
will be a retrospective payment because it will be from theirway, because they will simply be left behind all the other
last billing period. We have increased charges in educatiorStates and the rest of this country. To buy in a couple of small
transport and water. | come now to the major issue ofndustries is simply not good enough.
employment. We have heard the Leader of the Opposition The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
talk about the fallacy of the way that the job situation hasmember’s time has expired.
been touted by the Premier, that in fact the Premier has not
properly represented the situation in relation to general trends Mr VENNING (Custance): | have much pleasure in
and participation rates. supporting the Bill. | want to comment about the previous

Many of the jobs that are available are casual or temporargpeaker, the member for Napier. | compliment the honourable
jobs with poor working conditions. People are afraid to takemember for having made reasonable progress in the time she
holidays in case someone else takes their job. They are afrdés been here but, like the member before her (Hon. Terry
to take sick leave; they are not able to stay at home whenldemmings), it was great rhetoric and not a lot of substance.
member of their family is sick. People are working in | am very pleased with the new Government'’s progress so far.
factories under appalling conditions, in casual or temporaryVe have made some very difficult decisions—and all
jobs, or in fast-food outlets where they are underpaid, fomembers have highlighted that—and the people are still with
example. This Government has then grossly exacerbated this. Whether or not members opposite like it, with the
situation by progressively attempting to take away theiprevious speakers (the member for Playford and then the
WorkCover insurance. This is an appalling situation wheranember for Napier) criticising us, the people are still with us,
people have no safety net; they feel no support from thén the same percentages as when we were elected on 11
Government, and their living and working conditions areDecember 1993. We would have made further substantial
being progressively attacked. progress in respect of the State’s economic position if it were

The message | am receiving is that those people believeot for the Federal Government's increase in interest rates.
this Government does not look forward to a future for this | heard it said both this afternoon and tonight that we are
State, that the Government is simply cutting back. It is likeblaming someone else. The member for Playford went on
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about our carping and blaming someone else. Most people Inok over the Labor benches. Itis a bit of a rabble, and there
this House know what it is like to run a house on a budgetare not many of them. That was a totally frivolous point of
and many of us would know what it is like to run a deficit. order. The honourable member might as well not be here.
When you buy a house, you look at the interest rate and work This State owes a massive amount of money. We had to
out what you can afford. You negotiate the purchase of théake some fairly drastic action in our first budget. It is a pity
house and then put the mortgage payments in the back tfiat much of that work has not been as effective as we would
your mind until, suddenly, the interest rate goes from 6 to 1%ave liked because of the interest rate increases. In discussing
per cent. Imagine what it does. Imagine what it did to farmersSupply, | note the difficult decisions we have had to make,
back in the late 1980s when they bought farms. The banksarticularly with respect to hospitals. As we all know, that is
encouraged them to take out loans. They were throwing very difficult area. The health area is in trouble Australia-
money at farmers (particularly the State Bank), then suddenlyide. Health is a problem—

interest rates went from about 5.5 up to 20 and 22 per cent. Mr Atkinson interjecting:

No wonder the farmers had to walk off their properties and Mr VENNING: | will talk about that if you give me a
have lost them. The Federal Government is pushing intereshance. We have to encourage the private health system in
rates up in an attempt to solve its problems, but it should bthis country on a self-help basis. We have to encourage
tackling them in a different way. It ought to look at what we people to be privately insured, and tax incentives will solve
are doing here in South Australia, that is, cutting Governmerthe problem. | also note we were able to save $5 million by
spending. Our budget has blown out very much because outsourcing at the Modbury Hospital. | know that the cuts to
the Federal Government'’s policies. We cannot avoid that: ithe health area are certainly biting deep, but what can you do
is the senior Government here in Australia and we have tahen you have to prune a budget and your key areas of
pay the same price as it does. Interest rates, as in amxpenditure are health and education?
household budget, blow holes in our budget. We pay Mr Foley interjecting:
$360 million in interest. That is $1 million a day. When  Mr VENNING: | would like to hear from members
members get up in this House and harp on about the currenpposite. If we cannot make cuts in health and education,
Government trying to do certain things, | want them tomembers opposite should tell me what else there is to cut.
remember that $1 million a day: 50 cents in every tax dollaiThey are the major areas of State Government expenditure.
we raise we are paying straight out the door in interest. That Mr Foley interjecting:
is absolutely wasted. The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart

We should ask the farmers who have lost their propertiesalso has the call later on.
they know what interest rates do. The Federal Government’s Mr VENNING: Let Opposition members get to their feet
increases in interest rates certainly are affecting Southnd tell the House if we are wrong. | do not like to see cuts
Australia. Members know what the housing rates are doingeing made in health and education, but they are the two key
at the moment. Real estate prices are flat, if not falling, andreas of Government expenditure. We have no choice. It was
the building industry is certainly suffering in the few short the previous Government that ran up the debt. We have the
weeks since the Federal Government has lifted the interesésponsibility of trying to fix it up, and we are well on the
rates. way. With respect to education, the cuts to teacher numbers

Mr Atkinson interjecting: is biting as hard in my electorate as itis in any other. Students

Mr VENNING: You have just arrived: you haven't in my electorate have a lot of difficulty achieving their
listened. Go back out where you came from. Why cannot theurriculum choices. In Adelaide, if a student is not offered the
Federal Government follow our Government’s good exampleubjects of their choice, they get on the bus and go around the
here? When we look at the debt situation, it is quite staggecorner to another school. However, when you live on the
ing. The debt in South Australia is $6 000 for every man,other side of Morgan, it is a little different. When you lose
woman and child. That totals $24 000 a family. The nationaktaff, you lose subject choice, and it is very difficult.
average is $10 000, so when that is added to the State figure Members interjecting:
it is $16 000 for every person in South Australia. That is Mr VENNING: | do not back away from the decisions
everybody. If this State were a farm in 1987, it would havethat have had to be made. They had to be taken because the
been sold, because the ability to pay back that sort of debt fgrevious Government ran us into huge debt. Nuriootpa High
almost beyond our reach. If we cannot maximise asset saleSchool, the second largest high school in South Australia, has
and if we cannot obtain increased royalties from our mineralsad a staff cut of over three. That cut will really hurt, but we
and get Roxby Downs into double overdrive, we will not— wear that because we are all taking a share of the burden.

Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting What worries me is that people are showing a preference and
Speaker. Would you ask the speaker with the floor to addresghat they think of the State school system. How are they
the Chair rather than the Labor backbench? doing that—by placing their children into private schools

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | do not think the when they can afford to do so. | do not believe that is good
member for Custance is only replying to interjections frombecause the State needs to have a dual education system and
the member for Torrens. | understand that she has the caikeds to have the options there for those people. As members,
next, so she will have her opportunity. If the member forwe cannot deny that people are voting with their feet. Some
Spence wishes to make a comment, | suggest he adds Isople put themselves through tremendous hardship to get
name to the list of speakers. their children into a private school. It tells us that the

Mr VENNING: [ respect your ruling, Sir, but | crave your Government has a problem with its education system.
indulgence. | have to look over the Labor backbench to loolKindergartens are the same: | have had many letters from
at you because of the decimation they have suffered. | amonstituents from almost every community in my electorate
over here with the Labor Party, but to look at the Chair | havewvho are upset about the cuts in those areas.
to look right over the top of the member for Spence. Unless Another area that is a great favourite of mine, although not
I walk into the middle of the House, | cannot do anything butas important as education and health, is roads. | congratulate
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the Government, particularly the Minister for Transport (Hon.  Mr VENNING: It is absolutely shocking for a major
Di Laidlaw), on the turnaround in road building—both begunroad. When one sees the men and women out there patching
and forecast. | very seldom stand up in this House and ndhe patches it really is ridiculous. | purchased a new car six
mention the favourite road, that is, the Morgan-Burra Road—months ago and | can bottom it on that road: on a bitumen
| still have some stones in the House if any members havead one can bottom a car.
forgotten how rough it is. Why has it been so long? Some Members interjecting:
members have driven along this road: one would think this Mr VENNING: Itis a Falcon, but | will not worry about
was a back track to nowhere. | have driven on roads ithat matter. | turn now to water. | welcomed very much the
Victoria in recent days, and even the back blocks of Victorisannouncement today by the Minister for Infrastructure (Hon.
have bitumen roads. They might be single lane in manyohn Olsen) that the Government is seeking expressions of
instances, but they are bitumen. Here we have a major roadterest. | really am impressed with that, because the previous
that is still unsealed. Government promised to put in a filtration plant in the
An honourable member interjecting: Barossa Valley and Mid North straight after they finished the
Mr VENNING: The Morgan to Blanchetown Road, yes, Myponga complex, which was finished nearly 32 years ago.
I know it has been sealed. Under the previous Governmeriowever, the work force was disbanded and the Barossa
that was funded through the local roads program—it wadorgotten. That was blatant politics. We will not win any
nothing to do with this Government. | applaud the road forvotes by putting in afiltration plant there, because most of the
being there. But we see a road from Spalding to Andrews, buR€0ple there are our supporters, anyway. But the idea of fair
we did not see a road from Spalding to Burra. However, workelay means that these people are entitled to clean water.
is being done up there at the moment. We are three kilometres Mr Foley: Have you tasted our water lately?
from linking the historic town of Burra to a reasonable road MrVENNING: It's not the taste so much as the appear-
network. Who would believe that Burra was connected by dirnce of it. Your water is clean and filtered. When you go into
roads? | know it is territory of the member for Frome, but | @ Barossa Valley motel you are not sure whether the person
did start my representation with that area and | will alwaygP€fore you has flushed the toilet, such is the colour of the
have it close to my heart. | will fight to the end to get thatWater: it has a terrible stain. When you go into a three star
sealed road from Burra to Morgan, although, at the momentnotel in the Barossa, they always provide a jug of clean water
| still have half of that road. for you to drink. This is 1995 and this is the Barossa Valley,
This Government will go down in history as the Govern-OUr tourist jewel. At long last, 34 000 of our Mid North,

ment that tackled the road because that issue has been goﬁ?rossa Valley and Yorke Peninsula residents will have a

on for 30 years. It is well known what a colleague of chiance to have clean water, as Adelaide does, and it is high

members opposite did, and | refer in this respect to the lat

Hon. Bill Quirke—I do not think he is any relation to the

member for Playford. He came to Adelaide— AN
Members interjecting:

An honourable member. He's not.. Mr VENNING: We heard all these promises from the
Mr VENNING: He is not a relation, | understand. He previous Government and it did not deliver. The honourable
came to Adelaide on three different occasions to get that roahe mper should watch: by 1997 this will be there. Itis on the
for the people and spoke to the Minister. He always Wenfacorq: it will be there in 1997. | have confidence in the
home with something else and, God bless his soul, thgsoyemment and Minister Olsen that we will deliver the
member for Stanley in those days had another agenda. 404, | am very confident about that. Some 34 000 people
An honourable member interjecting: in 31 communities have water that is raw—straight out of the
Mr VENNING: Yes, he did a full turn: he finished as an Murray River. | know that the member for Hart was up there
Independent and a Liberal. The politics behind this road goeskiing the other day; | noticed that he closed his mouth in
back a long way, and | want to make sure that this Governease he took a bite of it. How would you like it coming
ment fixes it so that we can have this major corridor in Southhrough your taps? And we have to pay the same price for
Australia’s north sealed from one end to the other. At thehat as everybody else does. It is quite a disgrace. People in
moment all the trucks are using other roads and all the othexdelaide would not tolerate it, and why should the country
roads are falling to pieces. | will work in conjunction with the communities have to do so?
member for Frome to see that completed. | also hope we The Government's initiative to privatise the reading of
see an upgrade of an alternative road from Tanunda tBTSA meters is a very good move which certainly will save
Lyndoch and Gawler. Members would have seen pictures thgs a lot of money in the long term. Another thing that is a big
other day in the paper: to ride on this road today—a majopositive for the Government is tisuper Flytefast ferry to
road from Tanunda down to Lyndoch to Gawler—is totally Kangaroo Island. | am very impressed with the progress made
unbelievable. It is barely the minimum width, and huge,there. It was a very game gamble; the Government helped
magpnificent trees grow right on its verge. In fact, as thewith a guarantee and it is under way. We are looking at other
member for Light would know, in most cases the verge postgrojects, such as the Cowell to Wallaroo ferry. | know the
with the reflectors on are outside these trees. So, if you aidember for Goyder is very keen on that project, but it needs
driving while following the posts you will hit a tree, and as to be considered and judged on its merits. If it means
some of these trees are right on the corners that is a seriodsvelopment for our State, particularly in the regions, we
problem. We have had some fatalities there, and it really ishould go along with it.
a problem that we need to address shortly. Also, another | also note progress in the council amalgamations. It is
shocking road in the north (and the member for Frome willamazing how with some encouragement there is a lot of
back me up here) is the road that goes from Tarlee to Clargrogress. We know how difficult it is: if we had control of the
and Gulnare— Upper House it would be a lot easier, but we do not; nor do
An honourable member: That's shocking. we have the legislation in our favour. So, we have to deal

me. The Government will call for expressions of interest
rom private sector companies this week to build, own and
operate the Swan Reach filtration plant.
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with what we have. | am very happy with the progress thaHearing Impaired Children—CHIC. CHIC provides a service

has been made thus far. In fact, the District Council ofto a portion of the community who have special needs. | am

Kapunda (where my office is located) and the Districttalking about children who, in my day, were described as deaf

Council of Light are on their way down the amalgamationbut who in these days are referred to as hearing impaired.

track, as will be many others, and we are certainly encouragi/hat is the Government doing to our hearing impaired

ing that. centres and hearing impaired children? It is now saying that
Selling non-essential Government assets is not a hapghey do not need principals with specified skills—people who

thing for any Government to do, but we have no choice; weknow what hearing impaired people need—and they are being

have to maximise the opportunities. | hope that when we arehopped out of the system. For example, we have had

able to sell SGIC we will get the maximum dollar for it, Townsend House. | am now going to talk about the Klemzig

because it will go a long way towards paying our massiveCentre. The Government is saying that we do not need—

debt. Outsourcing will be a big part of this in relation to  Mr Brindal interjecting:

contracting, getting better services, maintaining the assetin Mrs GERAGHTY: Well, if you would like to come with

the Government's hands and getting somebody else to operai, | will take you and show you. My brother-in-law is deaf,

it more efficiently than we do at present. Finally, | congratu-so | know what hearing impaired people need.

late the Government on its very good progress in its first 18 -\ Brindal interjecting:

months. | have much pleasure in supporting the Supply Bill.  \1rs GERAGHTY: That's fine. So we are going to take

) . these people out of the system and assign the principal
Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): | have listened to some position to an ordinary school principal. | am not denigrating
amazing contributions—

Mr Brindal: That's a very good word the school principal, but | am saying that we need someone
Mrs GERAGHTY: Thank you. However, | will say that with special skills. As one concerned parent has explained to

| disagree with most of the comments that have been madg <’ children at CHIC can never acquire the dominant

apart from some that have been made from this side. | argnguage- The member for Unley would know this to be true:
P . ; o rirp]ey never acquire the dominant language, and they are
going to start back to front. | will mention something now ;

, . ..~ jsolated in a very serious way. Indeed, it is more difficult for
wiﬁt;t\g?s Iggmgcfnrféfrr]ézlzts&:? trzﬁg? %? mzt égest'vgﬂlﬁtnerthem than itis for migrant children. So, | ask—and, as | said,
A i - his is no reflection on the ability of school principals—who
activities that have been taking pIa(;e under' this Governme ould be most qualified to administer in a CHIC centre? The
particularly where the Government s attacking those who Calhswer simply must be someone who has those specia{I skills
generally least afford to pay, and that is in the area of publi? ’

housing. | believe this is a purely ideological attempt by thiscm?ljrpeimal understanding of the needs of hearing impaired

Government to destroy the system. It is being placed in a . . .
position where an attempt to cut costs is reducing the Mr Brindal: - Are you talking about an educator or an

; . administrator?
effective management of the Housing Trust. ) o . .
| will demonstrate by means of an example. The Housing  MrS GERAGHTY: You're just wasting my time,

Trust may be called to a tenant's home to assess the repair 3f10ugh I've got plenty. | was always under the impression
a damaged bath. The inspector will assess the damage afitit SPecialisation is the best productive resource that we can
make a report and the cost of the work may go to the'aVe: What is even more difficult to fathom is this Govern-

specified limit. There is a specified limit, so let us assumdN€Nts determination to—how can | put it?

that the repair of the bath goes over that limit. In that event, Mr Brindal: Anyway you like.

the asset management team is called in to assess what isMrs GERAGHTY: —yes, okay—ram these so-called
already known to be defective. What sort of process is theg0St cutting measures—

to deal with a situation that could be and should have been Mr Venning interjecting:

handled by housing managers? It is an absolute waste of Mrs GERAGHTY: —and I've got you on the brain—
money and another delay in repairing trust property. We aréhrough with little or no regard for those who are most
seeing a Government which is hell bent on cutting costs andffected. You are just not caring about them. The Govern-
which fails to see the unproductive nature of its so-callednent says that there is full consultation, but that is not what
reforms. Members should go and find out what the tenants athe outcome produces. For instance, the words ‘confusing’

talking about. It is those who can least— and ‘divisive’ are those that really were relayed to me about
Mr Brindal interjecting: the whole process. There is a general feeling in our
Mrs GERAGHTY: Generally not. community that the amalgamation of CHIC into a mainstream
Members interjecting: school system is just not really in the interests of our students.
Mrs GERAGHTY: That's right; it just stays as it is. By way of example, | cite a young adult who was hearing
Mr Venning: What is your choice? impaired. This is a very sad tale which [ first ran across
Mrs GERAGHTY: To fix the bath. At least people are during the by-election, and | have worked my way through

entitled— it until just recently, when there was a most unfortunate

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): Order! The circumstance. This young man was deaf. He had undertaken
honourable member is not helping by responding to interjeca course in naturopathy and was doing quite well. The great
tions. difficulty was that he lived independently from home. That

Mrs GERAGHTY: | am sorry, Sir. Itis terribly encour- was his choice, and his mother was quite happy with that.
aging. | must now say something into which I will go in However, he had a great deal of difficulty during lectures. He
greater depth on another day. One of the biggest injusticésad to rely on the support of the society for hearing impaired
that | have witnessed is the blatant attack on education. | appeople—and | am not sure what they call that today—his
talking not about education in general—I believe that we havenother and his friends to assist with the lectures, because
not debated this area properly—but about the Centre fapbviously he had difficulty hearing.
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He was an independent person and actually felt rather Mrs GERAGHTY: It would be nice for the Minister to
deprived in a way. He was embarrassed about the fact that fisten because | would like him to check this out if he is not
was replying upon support from others. We attempted to gebo busy. | have been contacted by a fellow who had an
some financial assistance for him so that he could pay to haaecident in his work vehicle. | would like to nominate this
an assistant to help him through his lectures. We tried througbloke for a medal because he had an accident in a work
State and Federal Governments. | say with great shame thaghicle right out in the sticks on a dirt road that he knows
according to both State and Federal Governments, he did neéry well. In seven years he has seen a vehicle on it only
fit any criteria and could not get any financial assistance. Wence, so it is not a very well used track. The truck rolled over,
were asking for only a very small amount, just to help withhe crawled out of the truck and tried to upright it. He could
an assistant, and we could not get it. not do that so he crawled back inside, tried the two-way

Unfortunately, the young man became so frustrated wittiadio, which did not work, and decided that because he was
that and other problems that he took his own life. His mothep diabetic he had to do something quickly.
was distraught. | feel quite sad about it, because it is an He decided to walk to the nearest station where tea and
absolute outrage that, unfortunately, we do not give rea¢offee would be served and where he could get some sugar
service to our special groups. In that case, there should be @cause that is what he needed. So, he walked 12 kilometres
more cuts in that area and, if we cannot find the criteria tan 40 degree heat. Along the way the police picked him up
assist people in those circumstances, we should damn welhd he was hospitalised. He was examined and given insulin,
make it, because those people with a hearing impairment ahich he administered himself. At 12 o'clock observations
others have real needs. | now refer to WorkCover, the blowvere carried out and at 6 a.m. he was given some breakfast,
out and how it could be reduced. We have heard how happy bed | would hope after such an occurrence. His doctor
this Government has been to reduce all the rights for whiclshecked him out and he discharged himself because he felt
workers have fought so hard. that he was okay. For that wonderful night’s stay in hospital,

Mr Brindal: What about the increases? including two observations and insulin—which, as | said, he

Mrs GERAGHTY: VYes, | will refer to that later. The administered himself—he got a bill. This is WorkCover as
Government keeps using excuses to serve its own needs ¢!l . . _
introducing this heartless and draconian legislation. It must 1€ Hon. Frank Blevins: This is overnight?
be happy to have such excuses, but | think the Government Mrs GERAGHTY: This was an overnight stay. He
is incredibly deceptive. If the Government is really genuine2ctually had a shower as well. The Minister should listen to
about reducing the cost of WorkCover there are many othefis. He gota bill for $4 489,
methods by which it could go about it. It does not need to tear An honourable member: You're joking. _ _
the heart and soul out of our workers, but that is what is _MrS GERAGHTY: No, this is absolutely genuine. His
happening with this legislation. People who earn an hone§mployer—
day’s living in providing for their families are very produc- ~ Members interjecting: _
tive members of our community. The Government talks about  Mrs GERAGHTY: Listen: for $4 000 | could stay in
creating jobs. Thank heavens itis, although | suspect that i€°Me palatial palace in Sydney and have a spa and goodness
figures are somewhat coloured because at the rate it [§'OwWs whatelse.
slashing jobs it really needs to do something. As far as Mr Brindal interjecting:

WorkCover is concerned, the manner in which our workers  Mrs GERAGHTY: That would include the flight over.
are being treated is absolutely appalling. That was the bill. If that is true (and it is, because here is the

P document) and the employer is not going to pay—there is no
Members interjecting: dispute between the worker and the employer—I would like

Mrs GERAGHTY: Thisis the Government of excuses; to know, if the Minister has investigated the cost of the blow
every day another excuse. Look, a worker might do better b%h

; - : .~out of WorkCover, has he come across such things? If the
be|_ng an android, because if you lose an arm (?r alegyou JURhinister has, why has he not done something about it? If he
whip off the old one and whack on a new one; you cando i

. . - - : s allowing these charges to continue but is telling us that he
allin the tea break. No d|§ruptlon to productivity, and it could has to cut benefits to workers, why has he not done some-
happen without the services of WorkCover.

. thing about this? If he really got into the system and fixed this
The Hon. Frank Blevins: What tea break? hen—

Mrs GERAGHTY: That's right, the Government is ! The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:
probably taking the tea break away. One might actually be nrs GERAGHTY: This is the Government of excuses:
lucky to be an android. every day we hear another excuse. You have been in
Mr Brindal interjecting: Government for over 12 months and if you say that these are
Mrs GERAGHTY: You would not have an android in the a problem—
union: you would have it as an extension of the Government. The Hon. G.A. Ingerson interjecting:
If the Government is really serious about reducing this debt Mrs GERAGHTY: | will give it to you later. If you say
then why has it not examined all avenues in its endeavour tthis is a problem, why have you not fixed it? It is an outrage.
cut costs? Perhaps it does not want to do it. | think theEvery time this sort of Bill comes in something else is being
exercise is really just to rip the system apart, blow it uptaken from the workers. | am absolutely amazed.
diminishitand it will be gone—what a great way to go! The  An honourable member interjecting:
Minister has already said that 12 per cent of doctors said that Mrs GERAGHTY: Yes, it is an outrage.
they believe too many doctors are writing health certificates. Mr Brindal interjecting:
Has the Minister checked that out and would he care to check Mrs GERAGHTY: It is absolutely true. If the Minister
out a little scenario that | raise? is really genuine about reducing the costs he should address
An honourable member: Would you like the Ministerto this issue before ripping everything away from injured
listen? workers. Why does he not get his teeth into this problem and
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do something about it? If he can reduce accounts like this Every public servant, every job, whether or not it is a
then there would be no need to do what he is doing to theublic servant, particularly involving professionals—every
legislation. position—ought to be fought for absolutely to the ultimate by
Mr VENNING: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting everyone who has any regard for country areas at all. True,
Speaker. | have been very patient with the new member, buhat is happening in country areas does not yet impinge on
I have two points of order. The first is relevance and théhe metropolitan area. It certainly does not impinge on the
second is a display in the House. consciousness of people because they do not understand the
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Becker): The debate is POSItion.. ) )
generally wide ranging. We are dealing with $600 million for ~ Certainly, | was pleased to read a seriesAdfvertiser
Supply, and | accept that members do tend to stray all ovearycles by the Rural Editor, Nigel Austin. | referred to h|m_
the place. As the honourable member has pointed out, it is ng#istakenly as Nigel Hunt the other day when | referred to this
proper to display documents in the Chamber. article and, of course, it should have been Nigel Austin. He

Mrs GERAGHTY: | apologise. | thought you meant that €XPlained graphically why everyone in the House and why
I made some form of physical display. everyone vyho genumely cares ar)d wants to do sqmethmg
The ACTING SPEAKER: Please address the Chair. about the'S|tuat|on of non-metropolitan South Australia qgght
Mrs GERAGHTY: | really do not have anything else to to read his reports and attempt to understand the position. |
say, except that a $4 500 bill for an overnight stay is StiIII|ve on Eyre Peninsula, which is probably the hardest hit area

) ; L 8f the State, particularly in terms of the rural downturn.
belng allowed to continue. That the Mmlster'has notstopped - o members represent country areas that have quite
that in the past 12 months is an outrage. It is a disgrace thg‘g

he has not rectified problems such as this and yet is rippin nificant problems, too; some have quite horrendous
; 7 p y PP Sroblems, while others in better country do not have quite as
benefits off injured workers.

many problems. However, Eyre Peninsula seems to be
copping it all. Even if I did not have an electoral responsibili-
because | live in the area, | would be very upset. | would
e to see this article on the Library’s reading list in the hope

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Giles): | want to continue
atheme | raised last Thursday when speaking on the questi f
of country magistrates and, more specifically, the removal o -
country magistrates by this Government. | refer to the failun{rhat all members would read it, and | suggest that to the

by i Government b stop the Cief Justice and he Chll 7% °1, e S0 n dueriserrb ana 10 ooy
Magistrate removing resident magistrates from country area y y
the only reason being that magistrates apparently do not lik
living in our provincial cities. | was asked by a journalist
today why | was persisting with this question.

Mr VENNING: Mr Acting Speaker, | ask you to rule on

hows his subject.

It would be impossible for me to go through the whole
article in the short time available to me, but | hope that by
reading a couple of paragraphs | can paint a picture for those
. ) eople who do not understand out of ignorance or do not care,
relev_ance. The honourable member is talk_mg about count rwho have their own problems and seem to think everyone
magistrates, but what has that got to do with Supply?  gjse should sort out their own. If that is their attitude, | hope

The ACTING SPEAKER: There is no point of order. {hatif | read a couple of paragraphs of this article it will make
The honourable member has only just commenced hig,em stop and think. The article states, in part;
remarr‘ks,lgndul an;]_lntereg,ted Ito hﬁ.ar what he is leading up to. The human tragedy is written all over the faces of many of the
We should allow him to develop his argument. people. On some farms, children, barely in their teens, are working

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: As all members (apart far too hard. On others, young men who left school early to work
from the member for Custance) would realise, magistrates affom an early age, missed out on childhoods and have aged before

paid for by the State. | should not have to explain that tégﬁg t(i)'?cehi;zhggggg ﬁrnegs'?ﬁ}’é”{glmg‘ér;?émn to your son is the worst

someone who has been here for so long, but the antics of thé children especially reflect the severity of the crisis. Sixty per cent
member for Custance over the past 10 minutes make ma& schoolchildren in country South Australia were on school card as
wonder. We had the previous speaker, the member fo¥994 ended. Eligibility for the card generally reflects a weekly

. e ; family income of less than $426, somewhere near the Henderson
Torrens, outlining a huge rip-off, which brought from the overty line. The number of country children on school card at

member for Custance inane grinning, laughter, Semi'hySter%overnment schools has more than doubled in four years to 37 111
and a ridiculous point of order. out of a total of 62 124.

The member for Custance does not understand that whegh, half the children in country areas are on school card, and
we are talking about courts or the Courts Administrationto e on school card is not easy: you must be very close to or
Authority we are talking about the spending of public money,pelow the poverty line. That gives a very small indication of
which is covered by Supply. Itis fundamental; itis somethingyhat is occurring. Regarding not my electorate but that of the
that people should understand in their first few days inmember for Eyre—I know the honourable member will not
Parliament. It is not a matter for stupid points of order,mind my quoting this—the article states:
hl!arlty, and the like. Membe(s have to find their own way in A farmer in the Ceduna area says maybe 50 farmers between
this place but, from time to time, we get a real lulu and weceduna and Streaky Bay have left in the past three years. Property
seem to have one here. after property has been sold out and amalgamated. Some farmhouses

| was asked today by a South-East journalist why | Waﬁe empty, a few have tenants, the original owners long gone. The

. . - . . ; ard work of clearing the land has, for an increasing number of
persisting with the question of resident magistrates in the; nijies  been to no avail. The land in parts of the Far West is little

country. Obviously, he was not someone who had lived fobetter than worthless; prices have dropped by up to 70 per centin the
a long time in the regions, otherwise he would not havepast five years. The cheapest properties in Australia for decades have
needed to ask the question. | answered him, obviously, th®een given away at depression prices.

; ; ... Farms of 2 500 hectares on the Far West Coast have sold for
someone in the metropolitan area would not understand: 75 000. Even some who bought in at rock bottom prices, thinking

involves only one person, so why WO}“d one person mattefhey could do no wrong, came unstuck as the income dried up. Old
My response is that it does matter—it matters a great dealmen, 70 years and more, hang on grimly and hope for a return to
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good seasons and a triumphal escape from the purgatory which griggme in relation to the courts. | understand that Naracoorte
their land. They say they cleared the land and their kind fought angind Kadina courts are going to close.

died for it in wars. They won't give it away without a fight. ‘It's ; ;
ours, we've worked day);md nigt?t foritand \yve deserve sgme reward Itis only one or tWO. people, so people say that it dogs not
for our effort’, one old-timer says. really matter and that it is necessary restructuring, but if you
take every one of those decisions collectively, you will
tan area because of a bad business decision or location, efgyen field a football team these days. Itis not the worst thing
I' would say, ‘Well, that's capitalism; that's the system theyin the world not to be able to field a football team, but it is a
support.’ very good indication that the young people are going, if they
That is the market working: get rid of the inefficient; get have not already gone, and that the population has declined
someone to buy the assets cheaply, and make a go of it. Itig the extent where some of these communities no longer are
not the system | support particularly, but that is the systenwiable. That should make the economic rationalists happy
that 99.9 per cent of Australians support. So, it is hard tdecause that is the market working: pulling people off the
weep for people who support that system and then beconiand that they say is not productive; if you cannot make a
victims of it. We have a huge difference in rural areasdollar, get out. That is the prevailing ethos of people in
because, to start with, they are at the mercy of the weathésovernment today.
and that is probably one of the few things in life we can do It is not just the State Government but also the Federal
nothing about. How can you say to someone who has bedaovernment to a great extent. We hear all the blathering of
caught by a particularly bad run of weather that is quitethe State Government on the Hilmer Report: what it will do
outside what you would normally expect, over and above th¢o rural communities is quite devastating. The Federal
devalued price that one would pay for that property, ‘ToughGovernment is promoting it and saying that it will force it on
luck, sell it to someone else, off you go, that is the markethe State Government. If the State Government does not want
working and it has been nice knowing you?’ it, tough, it will be forced on it and then we will see what

That is the approach, incidentally, of many people on the!2PPENS to rural pommunities. My plea is fo.r'people to at
Right in this country. In one way, | respect the strength o east start discussing it and come to some decision about what

their views. They carry the same principles through fromthey want. If they do not want the areas populated, do not let
tus go through the process of death by a thousand cuts, as we

whatever industry it is to the rural industry. However, thai - . -
presents an enormous social problem and I think it is one th&'© 90ing through at the moment. Itis absolutely killing these
ommunities. Rather, say, ‘We do not want you, this is the

Australia, to date—not just South Australia—has not really®

made up its mind about. Does it want the rural parts of thigVay We will get rid of you, we will do it as humanely and

country populated or does it not? If it does nat, let it say sodUickly as possible and it is for the greater good of the

Let us have the debate: let it come to that decision and say RftON" " . _

all these people, ‘We do not want you, you are not viable, up ! thatis what the majority of Australia wants, fair enough
the road we may help you with a Housing Trust house?nd let us get on with the business of reorganising. However,
somewhere in Adelaide or in one of the rural towns if you ard 0 not believe that if the picture is put to the people of
lucky.’ By and large, they disappear to Adelaide, the familyustralia that that is what they want, that they want ever
disperses and the properties get bigger. They do not get mo@oWing cities becoming unbearable to live in or that the
viable; they only get bigger and become a bigger millston@Verwhelming majority of people who come to this country
around the neck of the people who take them on, and the ant to locate themselves in not always the best of circum-
wear them down even more. tances in Sydney or Melbourne. | do not believe that in

tting the question to the people of Australia, that that is the
So, if the country collectively and politically has decided putting he quest peop . ! I

h hat is ok d beli hat it h decision that they will come to.

Lat, L atllsd okay. bH?wevetr{ ' Oﬁf‘c?t elevelt ﬁt It has, - gig not want to finish on a discordant note, but | wish to
ecause | do not believe that sufficient people have evep, qie another paragraph in this article headed ‘An air of

considered the issue. | am not suggesting for one moment t

! . . . speration’ by Nigel Hopkins. It states:
everything that this Government does is wrong. Obviously, i
Some believe that past Labor State Governments were more

t.hat 1S not the case. | have had to make hard .dECISIonS In m_X/mpatheticthan the present Government. Some traditional Liberal
time in Government and members opposite will have to makearty supporters on the peninsula say they will think carefully before
some and carry on making them. However, in the decisiongiving their vote to the Liberal Party at the next State election.
making process of this Government and in the last budget thafjoubt whether that is the case. | know these people and have
it brought down, and in its activity in implementing that |jyed with them for 30 years. The chances of them not giving
budget—which gives rise to the Supply Bill today, in case thgneir vote to the Liberal or National Party—
member for Custance is not aware of what we are talking \y Brindal interjecting:
about—I have not seen anywhere any recognition of the The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: The same as you getting
social problems that are .o.ccurring outside the metropolitag majority in Whyalla: it is not going to happen. That people
area. There is no recognition whatsoever. are prepared to put their names to that kind of comment is an
While | was sitting here listening to the member for indication of the desperation that is evident out there. My plea
Torrens, | made a very brief list of Government departmentss a simple one: | am appealing to those members opposite
that are being depleted in country areas, and they includevho live, work and represent people outside the metropolitan
ETSA; EWS; the Department of Transport; the Educatiorarea to do a little bit of collective work within the Party room.
Department; the Health Commission; the Department oftis not necessarily right to do it here publicly, but they must
Primary Industries—one that | thought would have had somstop this incessant, constant eating away at Government
understanding, but in the main they are a pack of economiservices outside the metropolitan area. It is not just making
rationalists who think that a farm is no different from a deliit a little bit tougher for people but is having a profound effect
in Unley—TFisheries; and the courts, and a lot more pain is t@n those communities. | appeal to members opposite: even
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if you do not do it publicly, do it privately within the Party budget for the State. All they did was sit and whinge about

room and let us see if we can stop or at least hold the line othe cuts that had to be made. | can understand the member for

the numbers of people that the Government can keep in thos€&les giving his farewell speech, because he obviously does

areas. not want to get into a heavy economic debate. | would have
| have some suggestions, as it is not good enough tthought more of the member for Hart, a person who suppos-

simply criticise. Over the next few weeks during grievanceedly ran a small business previously—

debates | will be outlining a couple of suggestions. | do not Mr Becker: Marineland.

have time to outline it at the moment, but | am strongly in  Mr CAUDELL: Marineland, obviously.

favour of enforced farm debt mediation. At the momentitis Mr Becker: He got rid of that.

being introduced in New South Wales. | want to look athow Mr CAUDELL: Unfortunately, he got rid of a few other

it works. If it is successful there, it is something that | will be things as well, including the State Bank. At no stage did any

looking at and, as a private member, introducing into thisnembers address the budget. The member for Playford

Parliament. tonight said that, historically, interest rates are the lowest they
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable have ever been. But then we have a look at the figures. In
member’s time has expired. The member for Mitchell. 1960, unemployment was 2 per cent, and unemployment now

is 10 per cent; real interest rates in 1960 were 2.4 per cent,

Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): | supportthe second reading and now they are 9.4 per cent. The member for Hart does not
of the Supply Bill. In so doing, | wish to address a number ofneed to leave, because he made those same statements.
problems facing the Government in the formulation of thePerhaps the member for Hart would like to know what the
forthcoming budget. | would like to look at some of the real interest rates are. In 1995 the real interest rates for
speeches made by members opposite when we debated theerdraft are 9.5 per cent plus, because then you have to add
Estimates Committees last year. | wonder what will happern the factor that is allowed for by the banks; so, the bank
in the next couple of months when the member for Playforcadds another 2 per cent to that interest rate and you are up to
challenges the Leader of the Opposition. | would like to lookl11.5 per cent. Then we get down to the next interest rate and
at the speech the Leader of the Opposition gave todagdd on the percentage, depending on the profitability or
compared with the speech he made in October 1994. In thatherwise of your business.
speech, the Leader of the Opposition warned the Government The bank says, ‘Your business last year lost $14 000,
that it did not allow sufficient parameters in its budget. Hetherefore we will add another 2 per cent on top of that just to
said that the Government did not allow sufficient parameter&eep a watch on your business, to make sure that everything
with regard to wage increases, and it did not allow sufficienis okay.’ In fact, the real interest rate payable by many of the
parameters with regard to growth factors and inflation.  businesses around Adelaide is somewhere in the vicinity of

In his speech, the Hon. Mike Rann, Leader of the Opposid3 to 14.5 per cent. For the mums and dads at home who have
tion, said: a bankcard, the real interest rate is 16.5 per cent: no phoney

So, | have made a commitment to be a positive Oppositiorfigures that the member for Hart may wish to show up later
Leader leading a positive Opposition and making positive contribuand say, ‘In fact, the real interest rate is only 4.5 or 7.5 per
tions to debates about ideas instead of petty bickering. cent. The real interest rate is the interest rate that affects the
| have to smile a little when | compare that comment withback pocket and chequebook of the business, and the member
other speeches given by the Leader since that day. THer Hart knows that is correct.
Leader further stated: If we look at the interest rates that affect the budgets of

| did not see clauses about airports in Brisbane, CaimnsPusiness, ofthe household and ofthe State Government, itis
Coolangatta, Darwin or Perth. We were able to get special recognwell documented that the debt left behind by the previous
tion or breakthrough on Adelaide, because we negotiated and g@overnment has left the present Government in a financial
down to the hard yakka, locked away in closed rooms. dilemma. The interest associated with that debt amounts to
They slugged away and arrived at a decision, but wha$l billion. Itis no secret that for every increase of 1 per cent
decision has been handed down by the Federal Governmeint interest we are looking down the barrel of an extra
in relation to Adelaide Airport? Not a thing; not a word; not $80 million in costs per year. However, if we look at that debt
a whisper. All that has happened is some hard yakka by thia real terms as it affects my electorate, the interest associated
Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business andwith that debt means that 10 000 Housing Trust homes cannot
Regional Development and the Minister for Transport—bottbe built.
members of the Government. Obviously the hard yakka the Members opposite, including the group that is led by the
Leader of the Opposition was talking about did not relate tanember for Ross Smith, have left a legacy to this State in
Adelaide Airport. The statements made by the Leader of théhat, because of their inactivity, we cannot build 10 000
Opposition in that speech were just as false then as they arousing Trust homes. All their crying and their moaning
today. | read the rest of his speech in relation to the Estimategbout cuts to education, to health and to public housing is just
Committees and the budget as formulated. As an aside, it B8 smokescreen, because the interest bill that they have left
good to see that the member for Ross Smith is here todaybehind to service the debt of this State is equivalent to 10 000

I read the rest of the contributions from the Opposition,Housing Trust homes. Even more poignant is the fact that that
including the member for Ross Smith, and nowhere throught per cent interest rate increase that relates to State debt in
out those speeches during September and October 1994 dihl terms means that the Housing Trust can build 800 fewer
the Opposition query the parameters set down in the budgdiomes each year. Members should think about it: 800 fewer
Not one member of the Opposition queried the inflationhomes each year as a resuitaol per cent increase in the
factor; not one of them queried the growth factor; and not onénterest rate.
of them queried the increase in wages as set down in the That is the legacy that the previous Government has left
budget. However, members opposite stand here now and s@ghind, and the member for Napier has the hide to stand up
‘We told you so.” Not one of them put forward an alternative here and say how we have made cuts to the Housing Trust,
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how we have made cuts to the public sector and how we are Mr CAUDELL: We will take some nice little bets later
forcing increased costs on the unfortunate people who hawa. The member for Hart, who will speak next, is the one who
to rely on public housing. When we look at who the realleft the deep impression on this State, who left the $1 billion
criminals are in this whole plot, we see that they are thos&orth of interest and the $80 million worth of interest costs
who have left to this State the legacy of a debt so high that wevery time it goes up by 1 per cent. That 1 per cent interest
cannot jump over it, so high that we cannot walk past it, anatost, as | said, leads to 800 fewer homes in a full year. If we
so high that no longer can we build 800 homes per yeathink about the flow-on effect, we realise that those 800
becausefoa 1 per cent increase in costs. homes reflect into 4 000 fewer jobs that are available in this
That 1 per cent increase has been brought on by th8tate as a result of that 1 per cent interest cost. Perhaps the
Federal Government, which says that it needs to increase tineember for Ross Smith would like to go back to the ASU
interest rate by 1 per cent because that will reduce ouand tell them why there are 4 000 fewer jobs in the South
Current Account deficit and bring into play a reduction in Australian economy. There are 4 000 fewer jobs because of
growth, steadying it down nice and slowly. If we look at thatthe previous Government’s poor financial management in this
and at the economics behind the Federal GovernmentState.
moves, we see that as a result of that 1 per cent increase in Then we have the situation where the Federal Government
interest rates the ACTU is now saying, ‘Because of the higls about to look at tax increases. Then, as a result of the tax
cost of interest rates, we will have to back out of our enterincreases, we are going to have wage increases associated
prise agreements and push for an increased wage for tlgth the ACTU. | refer to the statements that have appeared
people whom we look after.’ in the Australianin the past couple of days as follow:
Following on from that, the Housing Industry Association Australia’'s major public sector union has backed the push by

is saying that it is a bitter pill associated with that 1 per ceninetal workers unions to reopen wage negotiations if the Keating
interest cost, and all of a sudden we see around the streets@fvernment proceeds with tough austerity measures in the May

the electorate many houses for sale, with poor unfortunateederal budget.
families suddenly finding themselves in the situation that theyt goes on to state:

were in back in 1990 where they can no longer afford the The CPSU’s joint national secretary said yesterday meetings
repayments on their homes. All of a sudden homes are net 60 000 members would consider a recommendation seeking a
selling and people are finding themselves in a predicamen&Government commitment for an 8 per cent wage rise over two

When homes are not selling, the income is not coming intg/€ars . . The Maritime Union of Australia said yesterday that wage
deals have been finalised with the major companies, providing scope

the State coffers. . for the final 4 per centincrease in 1997 to be revised upwards if there
] Then we have pressure on bl{5|”935 as a result of thea sharp rise in inflation. Building industry unions in Victoria will
increased costs. When you have increased costs placed algo have a 4.5 per cent wage rise backdated to 1 January this year,

business, no longer will they employ extra people. Becausgfter agreeing to a number of trade-offs sought by employers.
of the wages push from the ACTU due to the interest ratgt js an ongoing stale of litany. TodayAgestates:
increase, we get a vicious circle. Then we see a lack of Further policy problems loom for the Government. One is the

investment by business, so we no longer have the spendinges of industrial relations, where employers will continue to push
of capital associated with the process. Also, we have &rchanges to the law covering union involvement in the workplace

reduction in production, as a result of which we have arbargaining. The ACTU, on the other hand, wants the legislation to

increase in imports, and— remain intact. This will need deft handling if the Government is to
. e avoid being caught between conflicting interest groups, as it has been
Mr Clarke interjecting: during the logging row.

Mr CAUDELL: It is obvious that the camel is still in . . o . -
E/e have this ongoing situation in relation to the policies of

South Australia, and we would love to see the southern en )
of the camel heading north! But obviously we have the sam&'€ Federal Government and we must Wond?‘f how it develo_ps
its wages policy. | can foresee that possibly Brereton is

circle— ; ;
Mr Becker interjecting: around the barbecue and obviously saying to the troops,

Mr CAUDELL: He looks like an Afghan camel driver at ‘Shall we throw another shrimp on the barbie? For every

the best of times! We have the same circle of history as Wheﬁhrim.p on the barbie we will allocate that as the extra 1 per
nt in wages that will occur’ As | said, there is the

Keating made his great statements that ‘It was the recessi . oo
g g ransport Workers Union with its extra 15 per cent, and

we had to have, ‘We are about to come to a soft landing,’ - i
‘We are about to increase interest rates, just so we can putigPecially the oil industry, where the Transport Workers
nion has held out for the favoured—those who are already

nice little steadier and land accordingly and not end up as . -
third world country.’ As | said, we have had a reduction ini‘;wgge%o 000 or $60 000, as the member for Ross Smith

house sales and business investment, which ends up a$ i . ) )

reduction in employment and a reduction in the budget N my final three minutes | would like to take time to

incomes. reflect on how the Federal Government's indecision on its
The impact is not only on the private sector but also on th@Wn health policy is having an impact on South Australia’s

public sector. The pressure of the budget means a reductid}galth policy. I wrote to the Federal Health Minister on 4

in the outgoings and in the provision of services. All this isJanuary 1995 and to date | have not received a reply.

the result of a Federal Government policy to increase intere§Pviously, the Federal Minister is still trying to make up the

rates and control an economy which was left in tatters by th@0licy—making it up on the run. Perhaps she has not got back

previous Government, which was advised by the nex{rom the barbecue and is still throwing a few shrimps on the

Opposition speaker, the member for Hart. He was the advis&@rbie. o

to the former Government, the guy who left the yellow Members interjecting:

markers on the policy statements, the guy who left the yellow The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!

tags out there so that all could see his nice firm handiwork. Mr CAUDELL: | wrote to the Federal Minister as
Mr Clarke interjecting: follows:
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Could you please confirm details of the current FederaMitchell, but his ill-informed comments cannot go uncorrect-
Government's policy in relation to private health insurers/ pharmae(,

ceutical expenses incurred by customers during their stay in hospital? Anh bl ber:-Wh ina t t ont
How has the cessation of rebates for medication and the setting up A\ fonourable member.Vvhen areé you going to get onto

of preferred hospitals and medical practitioners affected customet§ie Bill?
of private medical insurers? Mr FOLEY: | am on the Bill: don’t worry about that.
On behalf of a constituent | wrote: This State budget has a very poor outcome; it is a sloppy
Itwould be appreciated if your department could investigate thifudget. The Treasurer of this State, the member for Waite,
matter with a view to having the insurer and the private hospital rehas failed his first test. To think that the Treasurer in his very
examine the expenses in question with respect [to] premium healtfiyst budget, with all his rhetoric, certainly when he was in
cover terms. opposition, and with all the preparation he had to be the State
The letter was in relation to a constituent who had premiuntreasurer, failed the test. He has had to re-crunch and rework
health cover but could not get reimbursed for his pharmacethis numbers, and that is an embarrassment not just to the
tical cost because the hospital was not a preferred hospital Fgeasurer but also to the Government, because we all know
set down by the Federal Health Minister. While people arhat the Treasurer and this sloppy Cabinet took the most over-
faced with this dilemma with regard to private healthoptimistic Treasury Department forecast for interest rates. For
insurance, not knowing what is going on, it puts furtherthe Treasurer to come in here and attempt to blame the Prime
pressure on the State hospital system, requiring extra fundginister or the Treasurer of this nation for interest rate
to be made available in the health system, funds whichmovement as the reason why his budget is falling down is an
unfortunately, are not there because the member for Rosssolutely pitiful argument.
Smith and his mates were too busy out the back at the barbie \\ie all know the estimates that were put forward to this

counting shrimps rather than watching the economy to ensuigapinet when it framed its budget. This sloppy Cabinet took
that things were in order. ) the most over optimistic interest rate projections so that it
~ The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Venning): Order! There  could make its numbers balance, and it was caught out. There
is too much noise in the Chamber. The honourable membergould hardly be a person in this State or nation who could not
time has expired. The member for Hart. predict six months ago that there would be some interest rate

. movement. The only 13 people who could not predict that—
Mr FOLEY (Hart): You can certainly tell that the last y L5 peop P

speaker, the member for Mitchell, is a boss, because he An honourable member 'me”e“"?g-

opposes wage rises for workers. That has been the Tory, Mr FOLEY: Fourteen;.lwHIthrowmthe Under Treasur-
conservative line for the past 20 years. Itis the rhetoric of th&!- The only ones who did not forecast interest rate move-
new Federal Leader of the Opposition, John Howard: it is thd"€Nts were in this Government. Plenty of people paying
rhetoric of the Premier of this State; and it is the rhetoric of "0"tgages, real workers to whom this Government will not
the marginal member for Mitchell. The bosses in the coalitior!V€ & Wage rise, knew that interest rates were on the rise, so
have opposed every wage increase for the past 20 yeaFE.ey fixed their home loans, but not this Government. So do

Anyone who knows anything about economics understan ot come here and rave on that the Federal Government is at
the swings and roundabouts in the economy. ault for a blow out in interest rates. They were there to be

Mr Wade interjecting: predicted and the Government should have been smart

Mr FOLEY: The member for Elder had best take note oféN°ugh to predict them. _
my contribution tonight. If you want to be back here inthree ~ Another area where this Government falls down is wages
years, you had better learn a lesson. Workers in SoutRolicy. Again, it decided to whack on a two-year wages
Australia are watching the corporate sector achieve recordi€€ze without doing its homework and without realising it
profits in many cases and, if we read any financial page i§ould not do it, saying that State public servants could not
any paper, we know that that is a fact. The reality is that thé/ave a wage increase. You blew that one, didn’t you? That
workers deserve a wages dividend in moderated form; theg;S another sloppy piece of work. The Government should
deserve an increase in wages as a dividend from the profitave thought those issues through before framing its budget.
growth experience. As an ex-bank manager, the member fdyWas sloppy work.
Peake could answer the question: who in this Chamber could What is the Government trying to do to plug its holes? It
deny a bank teller a wage increase, as we see the big foifrémbracing outsourcing with a passion rarely seen before
suck record profits out of this economy? If the members foin this State. No sooner can the bureaucracy, the Opposition
Mitchell, Elder and Reynell and the other marginal member&nd the general community get hold of one concept of
really want to come into this Chamber and say, ‘No wagedutsourcing and try to work it through and balance whether
increases for workers’, | wish them good luck at the nexthis is good or bad policy than the Government has moved to
State election. the next area. The Government started with EDS, the

| will give another piece of economic advice to my computer systems; it then moved to Modbury Hospital; it
colleague the member for Mitchell, who again gets up in thighen went into public transport; it is now into the EWS; and
House and tries to give us the impression that he is some sdktis going into road transport and motor registration. In 15
of economic guru. He is an economic illiterate. He tried to tellmonths this Government has made generational commitments
us in here tonight that the real interest rate was the overdraf¥ith too much haste, without decent policy consideration,
rate. My six year old in primary school knows full well that without decent community debate, and without decent
the real interest rate is not the overdraft rate: the real rate gfarliamentary scrutiny to work through whether or not this
interest is the difference between the 90 day bank bill rate anig good policy. All the Government says is, ‘Trust us.’
the prevailing rate of inflation. Just a little lesson to my Itis a sad state of affairs when the Government embraces
colleague the member for Mitchell: do not come in here angbolicy at such a rapid rate without at least working through
try to give us an economic lecture when you cannot work oubne of the outsourcing options and getting its house in order
what a real rate of interest is. Enough on the member foto see how it is done. | fear for the future of this State should
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these outsourcing contracts go wrong, because the ramificeate it is going. Let us have another look at Government

tions will be significant. policy, that is, the hypocrisy of this Government—
Members interjecting: The Hon. J.W. Olsen interjecting:
Mr FOLEY: All of us want a future for our children. That ~ Mr FOLEY: | won’t be in opposition as long as you, |
is why all of us are here in the Parliament. can tell you—with respect to the tax dividend policy of the

Mr Meier interjecting: State’s trading enterprise. The former Leader of the Opposi-
tion, the member for McKillop, made great mileage in this

Mr FOLEY: The member for Goyder is irrelevant in this . o
debate. Just sit back and nod your head. Fortunately, asqhamber and publicly when he criticised the former Govern-

P . t for taking dividends, taking profits, as he called it, a
acknowledge, the member for Florey is in the Chamber; hgen A
is a fellow member of the Economic and Finance Committeec@S1 COW ripping money out of the EWS and ETSA. What
d we see in this last budget as they started to panic as they

as is the Chair, the member for Peake. At least we have také’*“

: o : : Id not get their numbers together? They thought, ‘There’s
responsible decisions and decided to putin aframeworkth%Du - o S o
will allow the Parliament in some part to monitor the 100 million sitting there for us, let’s rip it out of ETSA. A

performance of the Government’s outsourcing contracts. Buf,ec_?rr]d ﬂv'de??/v_m interiecting:-
even with all the talent available to us on that committee, | € fion. J.W. Disen interjecting:

: o . Mr FOLEY: You can’t honestly believe that. You rip this
rgg&vggetmgrg&ggg&;itr?]%sglsll%:\?vzfde p up with the Work$1OO million out of ETSA. A record dividend! ETSA had

In the past 48 hours we have seen the leaked TreasuReVer been required to make that contribution to State taxes.
P ; A - Uphis is from a Government whose senior Minister some four

document. That is clearly indicating to all Ministers and their, ears ago made great mileage out of cash cows as a bad piece

agencies, ‘We got our numbers wrong and there are thin Government policy. At a time when Housing Trust tenants

that we have to do to correct them. | should like to refer 0, ave to pay $50 and the average householder has to pay

a couple of points in the Treasurer's document. It states: $20 dollar a year more for their water, this Government takes
In these bilateral discussions we need to cover all possible savirg30 million. Never before has the Government used the

options including increased efficiency in operations— EWS—

that is a very bland and open statement, but | am not sure The Hon. J.W. Olsen interjecting:

exactly what it means— Mr FOLEY: Itis $60 million; | apologise.

and cessation of activities considered to be of low Government dThe ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The Minister is out of

priority. oraer.

Does that not encapsulate what this Government s all about? Mr FOLEY: Ithank the Minister for Infrastructure for his

- . ..correction. The dividend from EWS was $30 million for a
Whatever the top end of town considers to be a low prlorln}:half year; in a full year that would be a $60 million. | have

for Government we get out of. We hand it over to private . .
management. The Minister for Housing is in the ChambeP€" Pasing my calculation on a half yearly performance so
with us now. What is his answer to the Housing Trust? Sel ar, because we are half way through the budget. This is a

it off and lease it back. Fair dinkum, some of the things thiﬁ. ?(\e/r?iwnj[g?:\ec():for;?np;nig?gnasuaﬂn Coorﬁﬁosg(':cr’gssn;gn%ﬁﬁ;
Government has done must make dear old Sir Thomas, g y 9

Co other side | must say that the mob opposite are hypocrites. |
Playford trn in his grave. will take the time one day to go througtansardand pull out

The Hon. JK.G. stald |nterject|r_19: a few gems from this Government when it was in Opposition.

Mr FOLEY: No, if you were listening, you would have | ygjterate my point that this was a sloppy budget prepared
heard. What | said was a policy option— by a sloppy Government that was not able to get the frame-

The Hon. J.K.G. Oswald interjecting: work in place or have the courage of its convictions to

Mr FOLEY: Well, why don’'t you listen? Save the formulate a budget that it believed was the right medicine for
dockets for downstairs and listen to the contribution. Whathis State. It took the over optimistic predictions of the State
| said was a policy option this Government is considering isTreasury and decided to say, ‘Well, let's work on there being
the sale of our State public housing stock and leasing it backio or very little interest rate movement.” The members of
That is what you publicly stated; you cannot deny that. LetCabinet were the only 13 people in the world who thought
us look at another item: the recovery of costs for the provithat, but | will give it to them: they were special in that case.
sion of services by the public sector. Are we not seeing useThe Government did not allow for interest rate movements
pays in all areas of Government? It would be very easy foin its budget, although everyone knew that rates were going
me to talk about user pays with regard to water. Let us talkip. There are economic cycles and interest rates do ebb and
about a few other areas where the user pays principle is beigw— anyone could have seen that. The Government has
implemented. User pays is being implemented in publidactored in no wages growth, and how anyone could have got
transport. Right across Government, we are seeing user payst so horribly wrong shows poor, sloppy budgetary
implemented. Who does that affect? It affects the people thismanagement and the Government ought to ashamed of itself.
Government calls ‘a low Government priority’. On the issue of wages policy, the South Australian

As | said before to some of the marginal members—aneconomy is doing it hard and is not enjoying the overall
there are not too many in the Chamber now—you had begrowth of the national economy—we all know that. | ask
work out what is your priority, because what is your priority members opposite to remember that there are some people
is not this Government’s priority. It is about time that the who are hurting badly. When the Government frames its
backbench members of this Government (of which youpudget this time, | ask it to think of the little people and those
Mr Acting Speaker, are a member), the marginal members gfeople who cannot afford to pay more for their basic services.
this Government, worked out what is a priority to them andl ask the Government to think of the people who have not had
started making some noises, because they will not be comirey wage rise in two years. As the Bureau of Statistics,
back in three years’ time if the Government continues at thé&conomic Indicators for South Australia, said recently, wages
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growth in this State is at 1.5 per cent with inflation runninghere as the deification of the second miracle because he has
at 2 per cent. Already, in the course of the past 12 months, trectually found his electorate.
average weekly earnings of South Australians are slipping An honourable member interjecting:
and not even maintaining tis¢atus quoWorkers are not out Mr CLARKE: And on top of that he has actually visited
there saying that they want wage increases of a huge magiii; that is true. The fact of the matter is that we have not had
tude. They are saying, ‘Give us a bit of dividend of thea decent debate for very many years in our society in relation
growth and the record profits that some corporations aro what we as a community want out of Government. We
experiencing; give us a break. On Australian Bureau otave all sought to try to say, ‘We can give you the very best
Statistic’s data, real wages are running at 1.5 per cent agairest the absolute lowest price.” We have experienced in South
South Australian inflation of some 2 per cent. There has beefustralia, particularly during the 1960s and 1970s, a situation
a wages reduction in this State as this Government hashere we have enjoyed high levels of Government services
blundered its way through its budgetary policy. for the community. We have said that we want child-care
In conclusion, | ask the Government to make a better fistentres, and they are justified and have to be paid for. We
of it next time and to get its numbers right. Even if the have all said that the smaller the ratio between teachers and
Opposition hates or criticises the Government’s numbersstudents the better it is for the education of our children—and
even if we cry foul with the numbers, | ask the Governmenthat is the absolute cornerstone of our future in this State.
to at least get it right. | do not want the Government to be We have all agreed to that, yet we do not face up to the
incompetent and amateurish by coming back six months latdact that that has to be paid for. As a community in South
and saying, ‘Sorry, we did not factor in interest rateAustralia we have said that the provision of water and other
movement or wages movement; we underestimated hogervices should be subject to a discount or subsidy for
many TSPs we thought we could get; we did not quitedomestic users, because that is necessary to keep the cost of
calculate this or that.’ At the end of the day there is a wellliving in our State cheaper than it is in other States, and that
paid Treasury. There are 13 Ministers who should be able tbas to be paid for. On a bipartisan basis we have said that, if
work it out, get the numbers right the first time and bringwe have to provide a railway spur 300 kilometres east or west
down a budget that will run the full course. The Governmenbf an area where an industry wants to establish a factory, as
should be able to bring the numbers in on target according ta community we will pay for that because in South Australia
its budget forecasts. | do not want the Government comingve know that if we are going to overcome competition with
back into this Chamber half way through its budget processur competitors in other States we have to do those things to
saying, ‘Oops, we made a mistake.’ The Government failecttract and retain industry here in South Australia.
on its first budget because it was sloppy; it should getitright At the same time as we have been saying those things we
the next time. have also unfortunately made the point that we can do all
those things which are noble and which we all support on the
Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Mr  lowest possible tax base that we can get away with. But that
Acting Speaker, | draw your attention to the state of thes not going to be our saviour, because in our society we will
House. have to turn around and say, for example, that we want family
A quorum having been formed: and community welfare services and we want children who
Mr CLARKE: Just before | enter into this debate, | are subject to abuse—both sexually and physically—to have
would like to congratulate the member for Custance ora safe home.
achieving the second miracle that Mary MacKillop was That requires expenditure and there would not be a
looking for in that he has gone from not having any seat tanember in this House who would support any reduction of
now becomingoro temmember for the new seat of Schubert. services in that area. Unfortunately, this Government,
This is the second miracle that all Catholics have beemotwithstanding its pie-in-the-sky, hand-on-the-heart
looking for with respect to Mary MacKillop's sainthood approach, is willing to say, ‘Of course we support children
application. at risk, but we do not want to pay for it. Of course we support
My contribution tonight is by and large along the lines of a first-class education system, but we will not supportit.’ In
a few points that have been amplified by a number ofy view, the only chance we have for survival as a viable
speakers on this side. | think that we need to look at a vergtate in attracting industry is our intellectual property and
mature debate. It is all very well for those of us on this sideresources. Major companies that rely on a domestic market
of the House in Opposition to level criticism at the Govern-will not set themselves up in South Australia in the future.
ment and also for the Government simply to blame the Labor We were able to attract industry in the 1940s, 1950s and
Party when it was the Government for all the woes of thisl960s under a high tariff regime, coupled with cheaper
State. If life were as simple as that it would be very easyhousing and the valuable work that the Housing Trust did in
indeed for all of us in this House. However, we all know thatletting out and building commercial and industrial premises
that is not the case. for private entrepreneurs. In some instances that won a
The fact of the matter is that we have yet to have a matureaumber of businesses to set up in South Australia. Whether
debate in Australia, let alone in South Australia, in respect ofve like it or not, the forces of international competition will
the community’s deciding the level of services it wants fornot allow us to do that in the future and, at the end of the day,
its children, as well as its adults—grandparents and the like—~when we are stripped of those sorts of advantages, we will
as against the level of income that the Government is entitledave to attract industry to South Australia reliant on the
to take from the taxpayers. That is a debate that, for the pasttellectual properties and skills of the people in our State.
decade or more, at both Federal and State level, has been At this time we see our public education system being
largely centred around statements that we can provide a Roksnasculated. We see our TAFE system being emasculated.
Royce service to members of the community on aNotwithstanding any protestations by the Minister concerned
Volkswagen budget. We all know that that is a false assumpar Government members, we know there is a significant view
tion; that it will not happen. | see the member for MacKillop in the Government that TAFE will suffer a significant
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reduction in funding. In South Australia we have already lostevel saying, ‘We can provide all these things for you for next
millions of dollars of Commonwealth grants through theto nothing.’
Australian National Training Authority (ANTA) becausewe e all know that that is false. We all know that we are
have not malntalneql effort in South Austrglla. S.OUt.hteIIing falsehoods to the community with respect to these
Australia’s only hope in the long term to attract industries iSssyes, and we do not do ourselves any long-term good,
through export. Such industries do not have to rely on opecause fundamentally | believe that all members in this
worry ab_out the cost of the price dlfferentlal involved in House who are parents, even though we approach it from a
transporting goods from South Australia to the Eastern Statg§fferent angle, actually want a future for our kids. | certainly
and, provided we have a port or an airport from which togo and | believe that that is true of every member in this
export, they will come to South Australia. Parliament. If we are going to do it, we do not just want to
But those types of industries want a work force that istake cheap shots at one another on a whole range of issues,
literate, highly trained and malleable; malleable not in arbecause these issues are extremely complex and not given to
industrial spirit type of manner such as touching the forelocleasy answers. The way we must go about it is to sit down as
to the employer but, if an employer requires the work forcea Government and as a Parliament and say to South
regularly to undergo training or retraining, we should haveAustralians generally, ‘What is your level of expectations,
a TAFE system that responds immediately to the needs @nd what are you prepared to pay for it?’
industry. | have a 13% year old daughter, and my greatest fear | pelieve that the people in my electorate, for example,
is that when she is 18 | will have to go to the Adelaidewant decent housing, a decent education for their kids and a
Airport and wave her goodbye so that she can get a job igecent environment. | believe that, generally speaking, the
Perth or Brisbane. We must try to bring export industries tonystralian public is made up of a decent bunch of people at
South Australia so that children such as my daughter wilheart; that, by and large, politicians have been too cynical
have a future in this State. about the response of the Australian public, by saying, ‘We
One way in which we can do that is to maximise ourcannot talk about tax rises, revenue enhancements or anything
efforts and expenditure on primary education, in particulaof this nature because that will be the exit for us out of
(not enough attention is paid to primary education), seconsovernment.’ | genuinely think that members of the public
dary education and tertiary education. A number of membersf Australia—and South Australia in particular—are more
on the opposite side would say that we cannot afford that. intellectually mature than we give them credit for, because
say that we cannot afford to ignore it. We must be able to sathey want their kids educated and they want a future for their
to industry, both overseas and within Australia, in order tachildren. As a father, and as a potential grandfather—God
relocate or retain industry in South Australia, that we have dorbid that it will happen too soon—I do not want to end up
highly educated work force that is fully skilled and trainedin a situation where | have to visit my children or grandchild-
and an education system that will ensure that, if we cannaen two or three times a year interstate.

provide training immediately, we can put a TAFE college  gouth Australia has a number of remarkable attributes.
alongside any new industry and upgrade the training of aniyne of the greatest things we have in South Australia is
employer’s work force. tolerance. We are a homogeneous society. When | say
That is my fervent belief as far as South Australia is‘tolerance’ | look towards you, Mr Speaker, as you have
concerned. We do not have the protection of tariff walls anydisplayed a great deal of tolerance this year. You have been
longer, we are too distant from our domestic markets for antemperate in the past but you have displayed a great deal of
number of companies that rely only on domestic markets ttolerance this year, and | congratulate you on that. | believe
settle in this State, we must rely on our export industries andhat in South Australia we have not only tolerance but also an
in particular, the quality of the work we do and the skill of intellectual capacity greater than the other States. Because
our people. We have done that in the past, and we continubings have been very easy for States such as New South
to do it. | cite outstanding examples such as Mitsubishi\Wales and Victoria—they have had the domestic market, the
General Motors-Holden’s, F.H. Faulding and a number obig manufacturing companies and the financial sectors of
companies in this State that have provided leadership on3ydney and Melbourne—they have got a bit lazy over the
world class basis. Our defence, science and technology argaars. They have seen themselves as the centre of Australia
in both the private and public sectors in this State is worldand not having to work hard, whereas South Australia has had
class. We should not undermine the very foundations of anyo combat all sorts of problems with respect to our climate
economic revival in this State by cutting away the training ofand just the sheer necessity of existing in this State.

young people in this State—it is too important. We can use that intellectual property but to do that we
As politicians, regardless of which political Party happenshave to spend the money, and it is about time that we, as
to be in Government, we must say to the public at largepoliticians, actually said to our community, ‘There is no
‘What do you want? Let’s have you front up realistically and short-cut to a survival in this State. We are going to have to
say to us as your parliamentarians whether you want a firstise revenues one way or another.’ However, | do not
class education or health system and a safe and decexpport the cutting of expenditure for education at all; that is
environment in which your family can grow. Do you want a an absolute nonsense. | do not support the cutting of our
safe environment for your family in terms of crime preven-social welfare services, because how can we survive as a
tion and the like?’ All these things require the expenditure ocommunity if we do not provide the necessary facilities to
funds and a decision by the community as a whole as to thelook after those in greatest need? That is what we are about:
priorities. If they are their priorities, they must be preparedwve, as a Parliament, are about looking after people, and it is
to pay for them on the basis that those with the greatestbout time that we get back to the grass roots on these issues
ability to pay must do so, and so on down the line in proporbecause, if we do not, we will end up like the United States,
tion to family income and the like, because we have spent towhich has an alienated society where violence runs rampant
much time as political parties at both a national and Statén the major cities, where millions of American workers are
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underemployed and underpaid and where millions ofoo much disruption; parents want a more settled environment
Americans do not have any hope for the future. for their kids; and the Government, whose job it is to run a

That is not the type of society or future we should lookhigh quality education system for all students, needs to
forward to in Australia or in this State. We must make everyexamine this closely. The interesting thing about the exodus,
effort in this State to ensure that we never go down that traclespecially in secondary schools, is that it has never been more
We have to ensure that our natural resources, particulariparked than at the beginning of this year, and that issue needs
water—the lifeblood of any society—are not privatised forto be examined.
private profit. It is there, a natural resource, to be enjoyed and | draw attention to some of the things which have
regulated by society as a whole, to ensure that no family, manappened in education over the past year or so and which |
or woman is held to ransom because someone in the privabelieve have had quite an effect on the system and probably
sector has control over such a natural resource. Itis time thabntributed greatly to the current trend. We have seen the
we as a Parliament debated these issues in a far mosemmencement of $40 million in cuts over the Government's
dispassionate way to ensure that the rights of the citizens wigst term. The first thing that happened last year was the
represent are firmly in our thoughts and sights. We in théssuing of TSPs. Of concern was the indiscriminate issuing
Labor Party are totally committed to the working class in thisof TSPs, particularly to principals and deputy principals.
State and the people of this State to ensure that their rights afdaese people run the schools; they are the educational leaders
properly represented. on the ground in our schools; and they have a huge wealth of

experience and knowledge of education and how to manage

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Last evening in Elizabeth | schools.
invited residents to come along to a meeting to talk about We saw enormous numbers of those people being given
issues of concern that they wished to draw to my attentiopackages. That is a very silly strategy, because it leads to a
and to the attention of other members of the Labor Caucusglearth of leadership at the very time you need it most, and
I will mention briefly some of the issues they raised, as theyhat is what has been happening. What happened as a result
are important in this debate. The firstissue that came up wagf that in schools all around the State last year was the step-
education, and the way it came up was interesting. Thelown effect: the principal leaving and being replaced by an
gentleman who raised the issue began by saying that he hadting principal. All the way down the line we had this stop-
approached the Minister for Industrial Affairs because thatap filling of vacancies. This occurred non-stop in schools
Minister had some connection with Elizabeth and his sorrom the middle of last year, moving into the most critical
plays for Central Districts and the Crows. He approached thaime of the students’ year. We had this changing of staff and
Minister and spoke to him about the lack of sporting equip-amazing loss of skills, experience and leadership.
ment in schools. Mr Brindal interjecting:

This person coached sport in a local school and was Ms STEVENS: It has a lot to do with the Supply Bill
continually frustrated by the fact that there was never enoughecause it is bound up with the cuts in the education system
equipment, which made it very difficult to provide opportuni- which caused the TSPs, as the honourable member knows.
ties for students. The Minister's answer was that the gentleBecause of the shedding of staff in head office, we are not
man could get the parents to pay $2 or $3 more a week argktting the policy analysis; and we are not getting policy
use that money to buy the equipment. That was an interestirgpming forward, as we have had in the Education Department
comment. The gentleman realised that the Minister had nim the past. South Australia has been renowned as a leader in
idea of what it was like for many people out our way. An education in Australia, and it has taken that lead over many
extra $2 or $3 a week to pay for sporting equipment has gears. We are finding now that these people have gone—
very low priority in a household struggling to pay the rent andagain, a loss of expertise. Itis the public education system in
buy food and books for school. That opened up the discussiadBouth Australia that has led the debate on educational issues.
on education. It is not the private system but the public system that has

A number of people at that meeting had children in locafaced the issues, led the debates and set the policy agenda.
schools, and they mentioned a range of issues that ak&hat we see now is an undermining and shedding of those
concerning them greatly. The most common problem was thagositions so that we are right down to the basics, with as
on school card they now had less money and no transpomany students as possible being crammed into the class-
subsidy, which has also been taken away and, when you ptboms. So, we have cut away that section of the department
those two things together with the other increases they atbat spearheads the policy; that examines the issues; and that
facing, it is becoming really difficult. The other point that looks at the way we should be doing things. This contributes
came up were the headlines that have appeared in the paper whole downgrading of the system. The A.D. Little report,
over the past few days about the exodus of students from threleased a couple of years ago, examined strategies and
State school system. This was raised with me a number gflanning for the economic future of South Australia, and it
weeks ago by a few other people who had heard radiceferred to the importance of education.
interviews on the same thing. They are saying that people are It noted the importance for South Australia, in particular,
taking their children out of the State school system and thavhere we have many economic challenges ahead of us; and
State schools will be left to deal with the most difficult the importance of having a better than average education
students, those with special needs and the poorer studensgstem, because it is the education system that provides the
The general belief is that the State school system will be leftoundation for the skills and the training that we will need to
with the hardest cases and there will be less money to do thget us out of the recession that we are in. Instead of talking
job. about averages, which is what the Government’s policy has

This Government must take a long, hard look at what idseen based on, we need to look at the reality of the situation:
causing the exodus from the State school system. Itis cruci#that in this area we need to be doing better than average,
that the Government examines this very thoroughly. Why aréecause we have greater challenges in this State than existin
people leaving? We have had anecdotal evidence indicatingost of the other States. Those comments—
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Mr Brindal interjecting: The Audit Commission talked about being focused on

Ms STEVENS: The member for Unley suggests that we consumers. Never before have | seen such unfocused
still have the best education system. Let him go out and agehaviour on consumers, who cannot get near the Minister.
the troops. Let him ask the parents. | think that he will see€lhe Minister does not want to hear from consumers about
that his view is erroneous. The same comments | have madghat is going wrong. He glazes over when people say there
here in relation to the school system apply to the TAFEare problems. He comes back with his usual rhetoric about
system, and | agree with the comments that the member faerrible debt problems, great savings and about everything
Ross Smith has made. We get what we pay for, by and largéeing fine. There is little consumer involvement in what is
and again education is the key to the future. We canndbtappening in our health sector.
downgrade it. If we do, we do it at our peril. | would say that, in terms of our health sector, we are in

I move on now to the nextissue that was raised last nighteal trouble. We know that we will have this year cuts as
and that, surprise, surprise, was the health system, particulasrge as there have been in the past, and we know that they
ly mental health. It was interesting to have a discussion lastill bite very hard into the ordinary standards of living we
night with people from the community, because people weriave come to expect in our country.

saying things such as, ‘We cannot expect the Governmentto The next issue that was raised briefly was that of transport.
pay for everything. It was not everyone waving their handsj will only briefly refer to it, as it was mentioned previously
madly and saying, ‘The Government has to do this and thatpy the member for Napier, but it is a big issue in the elector-
They did not do that. They agreed that the time has comgte of Elizabeth. People have to travel a long way, and they
where we cannot necessarily have everything we want. Theyave to rely more on transport than do those in other places
agreed that communities need to take some role in helping Adelaide. Certainly transport and its cost, as well as the
each other, but they also said that the Government must tak@rvice received by the public, are matters of great concern.
some lead in doing this, particularly in the area of mentaj have my concerns about what is being done. We hope that
health. the Government's move will be an improvement because, if

This issue has been brought up not only in our localt js not, we will be in an awful mess five or 10 years down
community but also at State level and at national level thaghe track.

the level of funding and resourcing of mental health in South |4 ~onclusion. | will make some general comments in

Australia is a disgrace, that it is lagging behind the nationafg|ation to statements | made initially when the budget was
average and that itis something about which we ought to b hrought down. I said that | had some real concerns about
ashamed. | now refer to the Audit Commission documenty,e \ay in which the Government approached its task and
which this Government has used so closely to determine itg, 1 | thought we had no wide debate, on some of the issues
priorities, and | quote from one section in the health overviewhat the member for Ross Smith actually raised, about what
at the beginning of the health section, as follows: is the future that we all see in South Australia. What do we
_Jgga%bf'& Dgggf(‘) r?)éitsgag;? it:]ectlil?é?rf fggfz Ci?;ﬁg{ﬁ;egéégcsﬁﬁ/ant? What levels of service is it reasonable to expect? What
gcr)]::ioeconomically disadvantaged’groups, i?woﬁd’s beyst practice ighom.d be the basics and what should be the extras for Wh'.Ch
to be achieved. we might have to pay? | was really concerned then, and still
What we have seen so far in this Government’s approach t%ml’nt;aetatga\:viehbgg sggogéigr)nenrl::ﬂ:ds;g Egggiazegg\:\?ﬁ

health does none of those things. The first thing that was h . -
noted was that it needed to be integrated. We have seen A€ Path towards a debt reduction strategy which we know

amazing array of blunders in terms of the restructuring of thd/€ Must have. And | emphasise—a debt reduction strategy
health system. The Health Commission put out a documerjf not.negotlable, butlthe nature of the strategy is negotiable.
last year which was so confusing that it had to spend the re tf;]at IS fwheredthat dlscg|s§|or;]should hav_e occurre_d. ?bogt
of the year trying to explain it to everyone, because peopli/hatis fairand reasonable; what we want in our society; an

could not understand what its document meant. As well a§2¥ We can make sure that we do not polarise and actually
that, it spent several months trying to change what it ha isenfranchise whole sections of our society. We did not have
down as its original suggestion, because it simply would no at debate. Instead, always we have the statement, ‘It is the

work. In relation to being integrated, we are nowhere near if€Pt we have to do this because of the debt.” One by one, we

terms of actually restructuring our delivery of health services€ S€€ing it with heaith, water and transport. We are
utsourcing, selling off to the private sector, and we are doing

We have seen a narrowing of the definition of health. we .
see the Minister for Health actually saying that health really’t ©°0 QUiCkly. , o
has nothing to do with things such as relationships, dealing Agdain, as the member for Hart said, we have done itin a
with anger, dealing with conflict or domestic violence—thatPolicy vacuum, and we have done it with little debate and
health is actually only about doctors and nurses and hospitalétle scrutiny. We are really doing it crossing our fingers and
So, instead of a broad, integrated view of health, we have BoPing that it works because, if it does not work, | wonder
very narrow, focused, medical model that is in the past. how much effort it will take to try to get back what we _have

The Audit Commission talked about needing a uniﬁedlost._l ask the Government to think abou_t the whole picture,
system. We have casemix, which has revealed continusf think about balance, to think about going more slowly and
blunders. A significant change was brought on the systertf think about getting it right, because there is too much at
without adequate preparation. Huge blunders are causé@ke if itgets itwrong. The people who are going to pay are
because casemix was also brought in with massive cuts. Th&h€ ordinary people, the little people, those who can least
we have the policy of contestability or outsourcing where wedfford it and the people who can least recover.
are seeing the Government following the line of, ‘Well, ifit ~ Bill read a second time.
does not work, let us sell it off to the private sector anditwill The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Housing,
make it work. Trust us. We know this will work. It will save Urban Development and Local Government Relations):
us lots of money.’ | move:
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That the Speaker do now leave the Chair and the House resolve ADJOURNMENT
itself into a Committee of the whole for consideration of the Bill.

At 10.31 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday 22
Mr EVANS secured the adjournment of the debate.  February at 2 p.m.



