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schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed in
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Hansard Nos 158, 164, 167, 178, 184, 185 and 189; and |
direct that the following answers to questions without notice

Wednesday 5 April 1995 be distributed and printed idansard

. MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS
The SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at 2
p.m. and read prayers. In reply toMr De LAINE (Price) (16 February).
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Minister for Transport has
provided the following information:
ASSENT TO BILLS Prior to the expiry of a motor vehicle s registration, an invitation
to renew is posted to the address appearing on the motor vehicle
Her Excellency the Governor, by message, intimated hefiegister. If the invitation is presented for payment, it may be paid by
assent to the following Bills: anyone at any Motor Registration office or agency. If a person

. . ._.applies to renew the registration of a motor vehicle without the
Adelaide Festival Centre Trust (Trust Membership)inyitation to renew, proof of identity, such as a driver s licence, is

Amendment, required.
Gaming Supervisory Authority, ;I'he hf]gt?r Vehtircllest HACt estal:;lishe? a s_ysEte:n of rfegistrati%n off
: ; otor vehicles, rather than a system of registration of ownership o
Real Property (Witnessing ar)d Land Grgnts) Amendmenmotor vehicles. An application to transfer the registered ownership
Statutes Amendment (Gaming Supervision). of a currently registered vehicle requires the signature of the previous
registered owner authorising transfer of the unexpired period of
TREES registration and third party insurance.

Where subsequent events prove that a false statement was
o . . . deliberately made in regard to ownership, then further action may
A petition signed by 570 residents of South Australiabe taken. Should the Registrar of Motor Vehicles become aware that
reguesting that the House ensure that effective legislation gmotor vehicle has been incorrectly transferred, steps are immedi-
enacted to protect trees and/or bushland in the metropolits#{€ly taken to record the correct owner.

. . In the case of disputes, the question of ownership is often a
area from being felled or distorted was presented by the Horﬁ’latter for legal interpretation and Motor Registration officers are not

G.A. Ingerson. in a position to establish who has legall title to the vehicle in dispute.
Petition received. The system of transferring the registration of motor vehicles in
South Australia is in line with the National Vehicle Registration
Scheme business rules, established by the National Road Transport
EDUCATION AND CHILDREN'’S SERVICES Commission and supported by all registration authorities. Registra-
BUDGET tion can only be transferred by using a current certificate of
registration.
A petition signed by 19 residents of South Australia
requesting that the House urge the Government not to cut the WATER SUPPLY
Education and Children’s Services budget was presented by In reply toMs HURLEY (Napier) 8 March.
the Hon. H. Allison. The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The method adopted for paying the
Petition received contractor responsible for metropolitan water and wastewater
' services will not affect the way customer prices are determined.
The Government announced the water pricing arrangements that

EUTHANASIA would apply in 1995-96 in December 1994 and considers that this
pricing structure contains strong conservation incentives.

" ; ; ; The Government will continue to be responsible for determining

Petlt_lons signed by 450 residents of South Au_strall he structure and level of prices, therefore, there is no question of a
requesting that the House oppose any measure to legislate {Qfctural disincentive arising as a result of the outsourcing contract.
euthanasia were presented by Messrs Kerin and Meier.

Petitions received. WELLAND PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

Petitions signed by 171 _reS|_dents of South /-\_u_stralla In reply toMr ATKINSON (Spence) 8 March.
requesting that the House maintain the present homicide law, The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Minister for Transport has provid-
which excludes euthanasia while maintaining the commoud the following information.
law right of patients to refuse treatment, were presented by The Department of Transport commenced work on the installa-

Messrs Brokenshire. Meier and Scalzi Ion of the pedestrian crossing on 6 March 1995. Itis anticipated that
Petitions received ’ the pedestrian crossing will be operational by 13 April 1995.

EWS PAY AS YOU USE CARD
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMALGAMATION In reply toMs HURLEY (Napier) 16 March.
. . . . The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Pay As You Use Card was intro-

A petition signed by 237 residents of South Australiagyced to help customers who would prefer to make regular payments
requesting that the House request the Minister for Housingss they use water, rather than having to pay a larger amount when
Urban Development and Local Government Relations tdhe water use account falls due. The card was not intended to be used
reconsider the amalgamation of the Truro and Dutton ared§ Make instalment payments on arrears.

. o . The card is for use at Australia Post agencies and each payment
with the District Council of Angaston was presented byyeceived using this payment option incurs an agency fee (currently

Mr Venning. $1.069 per transaction for the EWS).

Petition received. As | requested, the EWS has re-examined the minimum payment
level and has determined that it is not cost effective to have a
minimum payment level lower than $25.

QUESTIONS For a minimum payment of $25, the EWS loses about 5 per cent
of revenue, which is equivalent to the merchant bank fees on credit
. . . cards. However, for payment levels of $10 the loss of revenue would

The SPEAKER: | direct that written answers to the pe in the order of 9 per cent and this would increase as the payments

following questions on the Notice Paper, as detailed in theeduce in size.
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Therefore, the greater the number of payments that are made No. 12—Garbage Removal.
using the Pay As You Use Card, the greater the total processing costs No. 13—Tents.
and consequently a greater loss of revenue. No. 16—Patawalonga Boat Haven, Recreation
Customers need not pay amounts to authorities such as Telecom, Reserve, Boat Ramp and Boat Ramp Carpark.
ETSA, SAGASCO and the EWS each pay day. Customers could pay No. 18—Jetty.
each one of these authorities on different occasions and still achieve Development Act 1993—District Council of Tatiara Keith
the same benefits. For example if they presently pay a total of $50.00 Industrial Estate Plan Amendment Report.

to these authorities each pay, they could instead pay it all to Telecom . - .
one pay, then to ETSA next pay and so on. A simple roster system BY the Minister for Primary Industries (Hon D.S. Bak-
such as this will save them the inconvenience of having to make &r')—

series of small payments and will also reduce the cost to the Australian Barley Board—Report, 1993-94.
authorities. ) _ Agriculture and Resource Management Council of
A further option for EWS customers wishing to make part Australia and New Zealand—Records and Resolution
payments of less than $25, is to make the payment direct to the EWS, Third Meeting, 23 September 1994.
eitherin personorby mail. _ Agriculture and Resource Management Council of
Customers who are experiencing difficulties in paying arrears Australia and New Zealand—Records and Resolution
should contact the EWS s customer services officers as soon as Fourth Meeting, 28 October 1994.
possible so that their problem can be considered and, if necessary, . L
a mutually acceptable method of payment can be negotiated. By the Minister for Employment, Training and Further
Education (Hon. R.B. Such)—
BANK OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA Department for Employment, Training and Further Educa-

tion—Corporate Review and Report, 1994.
Industrial and Commercial Training Commission—
Report, 1993-94.
Response to Public Works Committee Report—Seaford
6-12 School Project.

In reply toHon. FRANK BLEVINS (Giles) 21 March.

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The bank has confirmed that it did send
an offer for accidental death cover to a minor residing in the
honourable member’s electorate.

lam adv_isedlby the fbank Ithat it re%rets this errofr ahnd is W_ritirllg
an appropriate letter of apology to the parents of the particular
customer. JOINT COMMITTEE ON WOMEN IN

| am informed that the error was caused by the customer PARLIAMENT
information profile contained on the bank’s Customer Information
System not being complete in respect of the customer’s age at the Ms GREIG (Reynell): | bring up the interim report of the
time the account was opened and the parameters placed on thgmmittee and move:
mailout of this particular product. | should add the bank has receive T
a very good response from this mailout. That the report be received.

However, on advice from any customer that they do notwishto  notion carried
receive any advertising material then the systems of the bank are ’

flagged to ensure that no information of any nature is forwarded. ENVIRONMENT, RESOURCES AND DEVELOP-

PAPERS TABLED MENT COMMITTEE
The following papers were laid on the table: Mrs KOTZ (Newland): I'bring up the fifteenth report of'
By the Deputy Premier (Hon. S.J. Baker)— the committee on the environmental, resources, planning,
land use, transportation and development aspects of the MFP

Fair Trading Act—Regulations—Health and Fit In- !
a'{,u;?r;E‘CO%e Of?a%ggig?s eaith and Finess in Development Corporation for 1994-95 and move:

By the Treasurer (Hon. S.J. Baker)— That the report be received.

Economic and Finance Committee, response to the Interim Motion carried.
Report on the Management of the Government Motor

Vehicle Fleet. LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE
By the Minister for Industrial Affairs (Hon G.A. . .
Inge?/son)— ( Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): | bring up the twenty-third
Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation Act— report of the commlttee.and Move:
Regulations—Claims and Registration. That the report be received.
By the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small ~ Motion carried.

Business and Regional Development (Hon. J.W. Olsen)—

Art Gallery Act—Regulations—Opening Times. PORT AUGUSTA POLICE COMPLEX

By the Minister for Health (Hon. M.H. Armitage)— The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Minister for Emergency
Physiotherapists Act—Regulations—Fees Renewal. Services):As Minister for Emergency Services and pursuant
Local Government Relations (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald). | table my response to the report of the Public Works
Local Government Act—Regulations—Insurance Against Committee on the police complex at Port Augusta.
Civil Liabilities.
District Council of Coober Pedy—By-law—No. 6— QUESTION TIME

Sewerage Scheme.
Corporation of the City of Glenelg—By-laws—

No. 1—Permits and Penalties. CORONIAL INQUIRY

No. 3—Vehicle Movement.

No. 5—Parklands. The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Will

NO- g_EUb“C Conveniences. the Minister for Health accede to the Opposition’s freedom
Ng: gilnﬁg%er;rl]asble Undergrowth. of information request for qopies of all documgnts h.eld by the
No. 10—Dogs. Health Commission relating to the HUS epidemic? Is the

No. 11—Bees. Minister prepared to give evidence before the coronial
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inquiry? The Opposition has been informed by the HealttAustralia. A survey found that, of those 58 100 who dropped
Commission that its FOI request was denied on the groundsut in 1992-93, in the subsequent 12 months 7 700 went into
that the Coroner had served a warrant to obtain and remoaepublic hospital requiring treatment. Members can see the
all documents. The Opposition has reason to believe that trextent of the problem within public hospitals right across
Health Commission retains copies of all documents forwardAustralia—and every State is facing the same problem. Itis
ed to the Coroner and the matter of non-disclosure to tha crisis brought about by the enormous slump in private
Opposition is now the subject of an inquiry by the Ombuds-health insurance and the additional pressures that that
man. The Minister's decision not to exercise his powerdmposes on the public hospital system. A few years ago, 80
under section 25 of the Food Act to prohibit the sale ofper cent of South Australia’s population were privately
contaminated meat products and the advice he receivedsured. That figure is now down to 32 per cent. What a
should be explained to the inquiry by the Minister himself. dramatic drop. That means that the public hospital system
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | indicate to the Leader was handling 20 per cent of the people; it is now handling
of the Opposition and to the House that, when the requests fower 60 per cent of the people. It is no wonder that there are
freedom of information documents were received, we madsignificant pressures throughout Australia. Look at what has
inquiries of the relevant legal personnel and it was indicatedccurred in Victoria, New South Wales and here in South
to us that they ought not be sent until after the Coroner'dustralia as a result of that additional load being imposed on
inquiry had concluded. That was advice which | received anghe public hospital system because of the slump in private
which | communicated to the Leader of the Oppositionhealth insurance. The additional cost imposed on the State
forthwith. So, until that restriction is taken from me | can do Government to handle those 7 700 people is $27 million.

nothing about it. Itis no wonder that the existing budget for health in South
Australia is inadequate when you have an additional pressure
FEDERAL MINISTERS like that coming on year by year, due to the slump in private

. . health insurance. The other fundamental issue here is the fact

Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): Does the Premier have any that it was the Federal Labor Government itself that in 1993
messages for Federal Ministers who are attempting tgook $24 million out of the Medicare Agreement for South
interfere in important Government reforms in Southaystralia—signed by the previous State Labor Government,
Australia? unfortunately. That left South Australia with a Medicare

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: [ certainly do have a clear Agreement that was much worse than those in Victoria and
message for Federal Ministers as a result of the Canberra bytew South Wales. So, my plea to the Federal Ministers is to
election, when quite clearly the Labor Federal Governmenétay in Canberra and fix up the mess they themselves have
became unhinged; and it is now flapping around looking fokreated. Fix up the problems like the slump in private health
key issues here in South Australia. In fact, it is graspindnsurance occurring right across Australia. Fix up the
throughout Australia to find a single issue on which it can tryprob|ems with the Medicare Agreement, rather than coming
to build up its popularity. Last week we had visits from two to South Australia and trying to meddle in matters that truly
Federal Ministers: Health Minister Lawrence—and | will relate to the State Government. Stop trying to turn back the
touch on her in a moment—and, of course, Industry Ministeglock on issues such as Modbury Hospital.
Cook, who came in—

Members interjecting: FLINDERS MEDICAL CENTRE

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Well, | will more than
adequately deal with her in a moment. | point out that Federal Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Will the Premier urgently
Minister Cook came here and tried to criticise the Southmeet with the board and management of the Flinders Medical
Australian Government for the program that it has put inCentre and the Noarlunga Hospital to resolve the financial
place for the private management of the EWS to save literallgnd health crisis in our southern hospitals? In the past week
hundreds of millions of taxpayers’ dollars. At the same timethe Opposition has been contacted by many staff and patients
we have a Prime Minister out there talking about competitiorat Flinders Medical Centre who are angry and upset at the
policy and who next week will have a COAG meeting atdecline in services at the hospital that has resulted from the
which he will ask State Premiers to put their signature on &overnment’s budget cuts. The longstanding Chief Executive
document to ensure that we adopt a national competitioffficer of the hospital (John Blandford) has resigned; 400
policy. Here we have Minister Cook coming in and arguingjobs are to go over the next two years; staff in the gynaeco-
against that very policy. logical surgery unit—

I come back to the Federal Minister for Health, who is  The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many interjections
starting to argue about what we have done at Modburgoming from my right.
Hospital. We all understand what we have done there to the Ms STEVENS: —have written letters in protest at the
benefit of the health system of South Australia: savinglecline in services; and 2 700 operations will be cancelled.
something like 17 per cent on the costs of operating thaBervices to public patients at Noarlunga have been curtailed.
hospital by introducing competition from the private sector. The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The answer is ‘No." The
In addition, we have achieved for South Australia a veryperson responsible for those hospitals is the Minister for
significant new 65-bed private hospital. Minister LawrenceHealth, and the boards of the hospitals should go and see him.
should go back to her office in Canberra and deal with somén relation to the reasons why those funding problems exist,
fundamental issues that relate to Medicare. She should delahave just spent five minutes highlighting those issues. |
with the issue of private health insurance in Australia,cannotimagine a worse question to ask immediately after the
because that is imposing the biggest single problem that trenswer | have just given. The fundamental problem lies with
health system across Australia is now confronting. the Federal Government. That is why health is a key issue

I will give members some figures. In 1992-93, 58 100around the whole of Australia at present. That is why every
people dropped out of private health insurance here in Soutbther State Government is facing a funding problem in
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respect of public hospitals. | plead with the honourableand that is exactly what the select committee is attempting to
member to go off and talk to her colleague the Federaprocure.

Minister for Health and ask her, first, to do something about

the crisis in private health insurance and, secondly, to do COLLINSVILLE MERINO STUD

something about the Medicare Agreement, since she and her

Labor colleagues ripped $24 million out of South Australia’s Mr KERIN (Frome): Will the Treasurer inform the

health budget. House whether progress has been made towards the sale of
the Collinsville Stud?
INSTANT TICKET VENDING MACHINES The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | am amazed that the Opposition

. i has not raised the question of the Collinsville Stud in this
Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Will the Treasurer oyse. | know that the Hon. Ron Roberts has been running
provide details of the progress being made by the Lotterieg;jq in the press and in the Parliament, and we have respond-
Commission in the trials of instant ticket vending machinesyq to some of his requests in relation to the Collinsville Stud,

on licensed premises? . but 1 have never known that the Hon. Ron Roberts knew
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Members raised some concerns mych about sheep studs—

about the use of instant ticket vending machine trials as they A, honourable member: Or anything.

were previously operating. They were taken out of open . . .
access areas and we have placed them within a much more The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Or anything. The issue has been

supervised environment to test their viability. Under therit‘;’owggfa?:g Ise\f:ﬁf?gftllgcntIgslht%tz;:];tgnri?rqlftr:c'?ﬁz r\'/‘;lsut;en
previous trials, one was run in a hotel gaming machine are PP :

- at were presented were insufficient; we did not believe that
where the average weekly sales were $239; in a supermi ey were appropriate. We believe that a higher figure could

ket—the issue raised by the member for Playford—wher .
sales were $812 a week; and there was a petrol station wi d should b_e obtained, so thg tender Process was stopped.
e have put it out for sale, again. There is an option on that

sales of $1 156 a week. Those latter two figures were in th hould it fail h o hich 1 will
area of viability. Since they have reverted to hotels thé)ropertys ould it fail to reach a certain price, which | wi
fiqures are $261. $288 and $167 per week ’ " hot reveal to the House but which is certainly much above the

9 . T . P N . ._best figure that was presented by tender.

Obviously, the trial of instant ticket vending machines in . . -

those closed and supervised environments has not been "h?‘S been an interesting process.AsaMmstervyho _had
successful. The Lotteries Commission reports to me that ome involvement at an early stage in the sale of Collinsville,
will be continuing the hotel trial for a further three months Woulld I'kz tt?\ re]l‘lecitt(r)]n thre] pag[_dplayed by_ a nr:meer of
and, if that proves unsuccessful, the trial will end and ther@ic’pe an Wﬁ ach at they did not assist tde process
will be no purchase of that equipment. On a lighter note, jvhatsoever. en the process was apparent and announce-

have been advised that South Australia now has foull€nts were ma.d.e’ It was going through. what would be
millionaire winners in the X-Lotto for 1995. classed as a legitimate process to ascertain what the market

believed was appropriate to pay for the Collinsville Stud.
RENAL DIALYSIS As part of that process, a person by the name of
Mr Wickham put forward a deal to the South Australian Asset
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Will the Minister for Health Management Corporation which put a price on the property
meet with dialysis patients at Flinders Medical Centre to heaihat, obviously, was higher than our expectations. As part of
first-hand the impact that budget cuts will have on their healttthe process of accepting that bid, conditions were placed upon
and quality of life? The Opposition has been contacted byt, and that person signed with respect not only to confiden-
several peritoneal dialysis patients at Flinders Medical Centréiality but also to capacity to pay: in fact, he had to convince
who have been told that, from next month, they will receivethe South Australian Asset Management Corporation that he
cheaper three connection self-dialysis kits to replace theitad the capacity to pay. There was also a requirement that on
current single connection units. The Opposition has bee&8 February, from memory, he had to provide the full deposit
informed that the old style system was replaced some yeargquired of $500 000 in round figures.
ago as it tripled the chance of patients contracting peritonitis Mr Wickham broke this agreement in a number of ways.
but now has been reintroduced to save $50 000 a year.  First, he did not provide any evidence of financial capacity
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | would be delighted to  within the time frame to which he had agreed and which had
meet with them. To the best of my knowledge, a request haseen written into his contract: it was written into his contract
not come to me personally but it might have come to mythat he had to show financial capacity. He sent two faxes
office: | do not know. But there has been no request, and from accountants who said, ‘Mr Wickham has told us that he
would be delighted to meet with them. The whole point is thahas plenty of money’'—that is basically what they said and
for renal dialysis patients their salvation lies not in fundingthat is what he regarded as proof of financial capacity. Mr
but in organ transplantation. As the chairperson of the Selet/ickham sent another fax after the due date to prove
Committee on Organs for Transplantation, | stress that to thinancial capacity, and he assured everyone right from the
member for Elizabeth. We visited Flinders Medical Centrevery beginning that he was pecunious. He sent another fax
and discussed at great length with the staff the difficultie§rom a person who was not a registered CPA to assure us that
experienced by people needing renal dialysis. | assuree had financial capacity.
members and everybody— Alittle later he broke the confidentiality rule and told the
An honourable member interjecting: Advertiser ‘A $9 million deal has gone down the drain.’ As
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Well, the simple fact of soon as that information, which broke the rules to which he
the matter is that people on renal dialysis—as was made clebad agreed, became available, the market for that property
to us when taking evidence for the select committee—do notirtually disappeared overnight, because everyone would
want to remain on renal dialysis: they want a renal transplanhave assessed that the property was not worth $9 million and
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that, if anyone did agree to pay $9 million, they would notAustralia. But, | assure the House that the process is back on
operate in that market. track.
There have been a number of accusations about inappro-
priate practice. | followed appropriate practice on all HOSPITAL FINES
occasions with this particular gentleman regarding the . o .
handling of the sale, and the South Australian Asset Manage- Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): Will the Minister for Health
ment Corporation did as well. It disturbs me that rural radiogXPlain why, and by what authority, his department has
has used Mr Wickham to advance | do not know Whoséntroducgd snfffmanual penalties for public hospitals which
cause, but | have my suspicions, by allowing him to makere late in providing paperwork to his department; and does
statements which, quite frankly, are actionable as are sonigis further imposition on hospitals at a time of severe
of the comments made by the radio station, including Ca"in(%udgetary cuts reflect his Government's real priorities in
me a liar. ealth care? The Opposition has received a copy of a letter
One of the classic statements was that Mr Wickham saig@ted 30 March 1995 from the Executive Officer of the
on, | think, 5CK, ‘The Treasurer has lied to the Parliament Country Health Services Division of his department inform-
The announcer then said, ‘In what respect?’ He said, ‘[n9 hospitals of the following:
haven't read his comments yet.’ This is the sort of rubbish—  The South Australian Health Commission has been concerned
these classic quotes—that has been apparent in both tAkthe lack of timeliness in the submission of MMSS [monthly
Advertiserand the rural media. No-one has actually checke anagement summary system] returns each month by health units.
to see what sort of a character we are dealing with, but | notéhe letter continues:
that the Weekly Timeshas an interesting summary of  In view of the importance of timely data for central budget

Mr Wickham. As | said, the issue of a person’s credibility andmonitoring and compl_iance with statutory reporting requirements,
the Health Commission Executive recently approved a penalty

the way in which the mEd,ia gives them VOice, is of ,greatsystem to apply from 1 July 1995 to health units that do not meet the
concern to me. Theveekly Timesrote an interesting article  designated time lines.
which reflects on Mr Wickham. A list of penalties of up to $5 000 and $500 per day is then

Mr Quirke interjecting: : .
. rovided. The letter then states:
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Well, it hasn't actually been P o . . .
Penalties will be levied at my discretion.

given top air play across rural radio because they seem to e ) )
have been running different agendas. The article confirms The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | find it very interesting

that Mr Wickham was bankrupt from 1987 to 1992 and thathat the member for Elizabeth would allege or impute that we
the sort of information that we received initially about a film were in fact, as the Health Commission, doing the wrong
production was correct—that Mr Howson had travelled withthing by attempting to get information from the field. The
Mr Wickham to inspect the Collinsville property. Mr Howson reason | find that dlfflcult to bglleve is that | do recall, as part
said, quite frankly, that it was a complete waste of time, thapf a series of questions relating to the Health Commission,
Mr Wickham revealed no capacity to perform. The articlethe same member standing up and complaining because the
goes on to say that during the trip to Adelaide Mr Wickhaminformation we were sending to the field, which required that
stopped at the River Bend Motel at Tailem Bend. A chequénformation to come in in the first instance and us then to
for $110 was given to the motel owners by Mr WickhamWork on it, was too late. We can only provide the information
drawn on the account of Film Finance Company Pty Ltd, arYVhen we receive it from the_fleld. The Health Commission
organisation under Mr Wickham’s directorship. The chequéloes not do the operation: it has no idea what procedures
was twice rejected by the bank. Mr Wickham was unable td)ave been done, by whom, when, how many of them, and so
recall the incident, but he is quoted as saying, ‘Even if it didon- The whole flow of information relies upon the timeliness
happen, so what?’ Mr Wickham has had a very interestin§f that information coming from the field.

past, quite frankly. | would emphasise to the House that, on the quotations
An honourable member: How much was he going to pay from the letter read out by the member for Elizabeth, it would
for the stud? seem to me as if there was an expectation by the Health

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: He was going to pay $9 million Commission Executive Director from Country Health
for the stud. Some people actually say nice things abougervices Division tha;, in fact, managers in the field manage
Mr Wickham but say he cannot stop spending money, and@ppropriately. There is no suggestion that they do not have
guess that is why he went bankrupt. Some serious issues hagéertain time to get this information in. Is the member for
come out of this situation, and | do reflect on the Hon. MaricElizabeth suggesting that, with a quarter of the State's
Feleppa, who made comments in another place about whetH@xpayers’ money at stake, we allow the CEOs and boards of
| had reflected on the Chinese community. | did nothing ofManagement of country hospitals to go about willy-nilly and
the sort, and | would ask the Hon. Mario Feleppa to look a0t bother about providing information in a timely fashion?
the statement | gave to the Parliament, which was totallys she really suggesting this? Quite clearly that is outrageous.
accurate in terms of my dealing with Mr Wickham. | now This is taxpayers’ money about which we are talking, and all
have a whole file of information on Collinsville and it has that we are saying is that we require timely information. The
been expanding from all the— whole question of penalties and budgetary restrictions and so

The Hon. M.D. Rann: Catch Wickham day. on was potentially very well addressed by a caller recently

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Catch Wickham day—yes, if you interviewed on t_he Philip Satchell program. This caller said,
are very quick; he is pretty slippery. It concerns me thaémong other things:
someone with no credibility can receive the sort of coverage Framing the budget is not easy, principally since the Federal
that this person has received. It would seem that his word hééovernment started lelng its bUdget at the expense of the States.
been taken as gospel and, in fact, his background would Members interjecting:
indicate that he is not a person of particular standing in the The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Wait sunshine, to quote
community, whether it be in Tasmania, Victoria or Southyou. The caller went on:
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The last figures | had, South Australia was getting $400 millionour view as a Government that that fine is not high enough
ayear less from the Feds. That is double what the State Bank defr that sort of accident, and we intend to do something about
costs us to service. it. Prosecutions under this Government will continue and we

The caller went on further: will take on any employers who are not prepared to ensure
The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting: that their workplace comes up to the occupational health and
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | apologise—it was a safety conditions that every worker should expect to get in the

guest—even better. The guest went on: workplace.

If the State Bank was a disaster, then the Federal Government's The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
financing arrangements have been a double disaster. They have beenThe Hon. G.A. INGERSON: It is interesting that the

about twice as much as the State Bank cost us. The Federal revenyig, ; ;
base has deteriorated because of their own actions. They have _mber for Giles should say that we opposed this area. |

reduced income tax and corporate tax, like the three year obscef@int out to the member for Giles that this Government has
option of who can deliver the largest tax cuts. The consequence t&ken the matter to the advisory committee with the intention
there for all to see at the Flinders Medical Centre today. of clearly changing it if that is the advice, as | suspect it will
We have had the Premier detailing how many of our budgeto€. The important thing about occupational health and safety
ary problems are caused by a fall out in private healths that, instead of talking about it as the previous Minister did,
insurance, which is costing us up to $27 million annually, andParticularly in relation to money being put into the workplace
we have the guest on the Philip Satchell show saying thd@ sort out difficult problems, this Government is the first
basically the Feds have really sold us a pup and made §¢overnmentin 10 years that has put aside special allocations

difficult and that the consequence of all of that is there to se& do something about it. We are proud of that record and
at the Flinders Medical Centre today. The guest was th#tend to ensure that those workplaces and businesses that do

former Treasurer, the member for Giles. not do the right thing regarding safety are brought to task.
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH, SAFETY AND WATER SUPPLY
WELFARE

Mr FOLEY (Hart): Will the Minister for Infrastructure
Mr WADE (Elder): | direct my question to the Minister categorically rule out further increases in water charges as a

for Industrial Affairs. consequence of his plan to contract out the operation of
Members interjecting: Adelaide’s water supply to a foreign company and, if not,
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elder has the Why not? Yesterday'#wustralianreports Mr Nick Greiner,

call. former Liberal Premier of New South Wales and present

Mr WADE: Will the Minister inform the House of any Chair of North West Water Australia, as claiming that
steps to review penalties under the Occupational Healthiouseholders and farmers were not paying enough for water.
Safety and Welfare Act? On 1 March the South AustraliadVIr Greiner went on to state, ‘Water has been under priced
Industrial Relations Court fined a major South Australianand under valued.’
employer, BHP, for unsafe work practices in relation to  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am pleased that the honourable
contract workers involved in an incident in 1991. In hismember has asked me this question because what Mr Greiner
remarks at the time of imposing penalties, the magistratBas to say about water pricing in South Australia is totally
commented upon the inadequacy of the maximum penaltidgelevant. As a result of the Audit Commission report, the
under the Actand in particular section 22 of the Act concernGovernment has decided that the pricing of water, sewerage
ing contract workers. and other utilities and services in South Australia will be a

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | thank the honourable matter for the Government to determine, not a matter for any
member for his interest in this matter. His question puts agaifrivate sector company or independent body of government
on the record the concern this Government has aboti@ determine. | assure the honourable member that that will
occupational health and safety compared with the record die part of the contract, and he will not have to worry about
the previous Government. We have heard such a lot aboils being broken because we will insert it in the contract and
how the previous Government talked about safety in théhe Opposition will not be in Government to change the
workplace, and | might add that members opposite are stitontract for 15 years.
out there talking about safety in the workplace. At leastwe Members interjecting:
have now been able to get the regulations through. It took The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Well, the way you are going,
nearly five years for the previous Government to get theyou have no hope of coming over here in the next 15 years.
matter to the stage of even being looked at and it took us just Members interjecting:
over 12 months to sort it out and get it in. The SPEAKER: Order!

There are 55 codes of practice that have gone through with The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Government has clearly put
these occupational health and safety amendments, and @éwn its position.
those 20 are new national standards in safety. Clearly this Mr Foley interjecting:

Government is interested in reducing workers’ compensation The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Just to repeat the point to get it
costs by getting at the main problem, namely, safety in thénto the thick head of the member for Hart, | indicate that,
workplace. We put in $2 million to ensure that the work-first, there will be no asset sales; secondly, there will be no
places that have the worse records will be attacked. forfeiture of the price setting mechanism—that will be

As well as that, immediately on receiving advice from theretained by the Government; and, thirdly, we will control the
magistrate that there were difficulties with some of themanagement, upgrade and maintenance program of our plant
penalties, we wrote to the advisory committee saying that wand equipment in South Australia. More importantly, let us
wanted quick action in telling us how we should go aboutiook at the interstate experience in respect of savings. The
sorting out the penalties in this area. The $102 000 paid bghanges that have taken place in Victoria have meant savings
BHP was a maximum fine. That accident was a tragedy; it ief 30 per cent across Melbourne on reticulation, maintenance,
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digging up streets, burst mains, unblocking chokes and then the short list of seven. That short list was narrowed to a
like. short list of four. That was because this proposal will see
It is also well to note a press release put out by thecompanies put in between $5 million and $10 million of
honourable member last week about this matter. He climbeexpenses to undertake the bid process. The Australian
on the back of Mr Cole, who had made a statement. In facgonsortium was not able to deliver on the key objectives that
the honourable member put at the bottom of the medithe Government wants to establish.
release, ‘Contact John Cole from EMIAA, and gave a phone  Senator Cook suggested to me that we put this on hold for
number. He probably wishes that he had not done that, giveatime to wait for another consortium to be put together. He
what Mr Cole had to say on South Australian radio. | will mentioned that companies such as the Sydney Water Board
quote from the member for Hart’s press release, and thenwould like to bid. | have news for Senator Cook: we are not
will quote what Mr Cole had to say in response to twoabout creating more business for the Sydney Water Board or
components of the claim from the member for Hart. Thefor any company in Brisbane or Melbourne. We are about
member for Hart said: creating a water industry in South Australia, for South
The Brown Liberals are hell bent on giving control of South Australians, creating jobs in this State—not creating a branch
Australia’s water supply to foreign firms without giving an all- office for some company based in the Eastern States of

Australian company a chance to bid. Australia. We will achieve that objective.

Mr Cole responded: | refer to the hypocrisy of the Federal Government. It talks
There is no one particular company capable of addressing theabout wanting a global economy in Australia. But when it

operation of an entire water system for a city like Adelaide. suits it, after the Canberra by-election, it starts focusing on

Mr Foley stated: this ‘all Australian’ theme—Dbuy Australian. It says that it is

The influential Environment Management Industry Associationd theme that we should adopt. The simple fact is that a
of Australia (EMIAA) has called on John Olsen to allow an consortium was considered: it did not deliver, it could not
Australian consortium into the short list to take over Adelaide’sdeliver and it did not get into the final phase.
water supply. The EMIAA says the Brown Liberals should act to o . .
allow a fifth company to join that list—an all-Australian consortium. /N addition, there are 107 small and medium-sized

) businesses in South Australia whose capacity to link in with
Mr Cole responded:

this prime contractor has now been documented. Each bidder

We accept that the Government of South Australia has a reformyjj| pe required to involve local industry. We are creating an
agenda, and we understand the imperatives of moving. However, it

i ; . ) .
not as simple, either, as just saying, ‘We are trying to force a fifthgpportun'ty for at least 107 small to medium businesses in
bid. We frankly aren't. South Australia or those companies that are interstate who

Mr Foley then stated: want to locate in South Australia to be part of the vehicle

But John Olsen cannot just fob off these critics. He must explai through the prime contract to access specific Asian market

why Australian firms are being frozen out of controlling our mostnOpportun't'es' . o
precious resource—our water supply. The Labor Government has been in office in Canberra for

What did Mr Cole have to say about that? He said: some 12 years. What has it done to establish a water industry
RS . : o
I should say that we commend Minister Olsen for the strategy i this CF)untry capable of taking on Comr.aCtS of this nature
terms of its overall goal. We don’t have a problem with the goal ofANSWer: nothing. One can look at the environmental manage-
developing industry and economic development on the back ament of water in Germany. Along with the French, British
freeing up the water supply system in Adelaide. Everything that theind Americans, Germany has focused on the importance of

Minister said there has no disagreement with us. | mean, over thge water industry. It is a bit late 12 years down the track for
assurances about the private sector’s involvement in running the

kind of services is shown internationally and, indeed, the ef'ficiencieiﬁe Federal Government to say that we should be providing
that will come from the private sector involvement in the Adelaide@ vehicle for Australian industry in the terms that it wants

water system will certainly mean cheaper water and, hopefullyrather than the terms that we want and the terms that are in
almost certainly improved services for Adelaide customers. the interests of South Australia.

Ol - ; P Let me take it one step further. Does anyone seriously
Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): Will the Minister for suggest that we should not have General Motors-Holden

Infrastructure explain the Australian involvement now and i}ecause it has an American base. Mitsubishi because it has

the future in the EWS outsourcing proposal? | ask thi - L
question because the editorial in todagidvertiserclaims & Japanese base or Orlando Wyndham because it is majority
that it would be fair to give an Australian company theowned by theoFrench and therefore we should not drink .
opportunity to pit itself against the best from abroad to‘]aCObS Crgek. For goodngss sake, thgse companies are big
mployers in South Australia. They are international players

ngenlz?deethe supply and treatment of water in metropolita ased outside South Australia with employees in South

The Hon. JW. OLSEN: | thank the honourable member Australia. At the end of the day, that is exactly what we will

for his question because | want to pick up the theme that th ave W.'th th|s_new water industry: anew industry in South
Premier used in relation to intervention by Federal Ministers’ ustralia and_Jobs_ for_South Australians.
This indicates the absolute hypocrisy of the Federal Govern- Mr Clarke interjecting:
ment, with Ministers involving themselves in a South  The SPEAKER: Order! When the Deputy Leader of the
Australian issue, coincidentally, as the Premier said, the weeRPposition stops interjecting, the Chair will call the member
after the by-election where the Federal Government got fr Hart.
great kick. Senator Cook had this proposal before him three o o
months ago, but he did not raise it in the Senate or take a MrFOLEY (Hart): My question is again directed to the
public profile on it until, coincidentally, a week after the Minister for Infrastructure. Is the—
Canberra by-election. Members interjecting:

The fact is that an Australian consortium submitted abid The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Wright is out
in phase 1 of the proposal. That was before Christmas. It wasf order.
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Mr FOLEY: —Minister concerned about recent state-unnecessary interjections, otherwise they will all understand
ments by a spokesman from the firm North West Water thabtanding Order 137 a lot better. Certain members have been
his company’s overseas expansion was driven by the seargfarned and named, but they appear to take no notice of the
for unregulated sources of revenue in the wake of receriblerance of the Chair. Tolerance will no longer be afforded
attempts by the British regulator to clamp down on priceto any member.
rises? ALondon Timesuticle of 27 February this year quotes  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | understand the sensitivity
Mr Stephen Humphreys of North West Water as follows:  of both the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader

We remain convinced that expanding overseas is the right thingf the Opposition on this issue, because they come into this
to do in view of the need to build up earnings that are non-regulateddouse day after day and knock every development that this
gl’l: ﬁgfgﬁggﬂﬂgﬁgg‘:‘gf‘ﬁg %’#ﬁi”&ﬁfgﬁezmulgigf‘m'”gs whiclis overnment puts forward. If they looked at the figures, they

) ~would see that on a whole range of parameters South

The Hon. JW. OLSEN: The member for Hart is Aystralia is well ahead of the national average. | suggest they
obviously a very slow learner. The first question he askegbok at things such as retail sales, where the annual growth
was in relation to what Mr Gre”’]er had to Say Now we h_aVQ'ate is 8.8 per cent up on the previous year and 2 per cent
someone from overseas saying the same thing. The fact is th@ead of the national average. Over a three-month period we
we have learnt from the UK experience. This is not privati-hgyve had a growth rate in new car sales of 13.5 per cent. In
sation; we are not selling any assets; and we are not forfeitingrms of job creation, we are ahead of the national average—
the right to set prices for water and sewerage in Southhe South Australian figure is 4.5 per cent, and the Prime
Australia. The Government of the day will set those prices—\inister himself was boasting that he had achieved a national
not the private company. So, the honourable membergyerage of 3.75 per cent. | had to remind him that the figure
guestion and the imputation it contains are totally irrelevantyas 4.5 per cent in South Australia and that we were well
We know exactly what the Opposition is on about: it is tryingahead of the national average.
to muddy the waters and create the fear that this private | ing it particularly galling that the Deputy Leader of the
contract will mean an escalation in prices. It is quite theOpposition knocks what we are achieving here in South
reverse. We have said to the prime contractor, ‘N0 saving$ystralia when we know that the State Labor Party has
no industry development, no deal. deliberately stopped any amendments to the WorkCover

Members interjecting: legislation. There can be no more important piece of legisla-
~ The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The member for Hart should tjon, to create jobs here in South Australia. The Labor Party
just pause. He will see this contract in the fullness of timejn, this State has now surrendered any right whatsoever to talk
and he will have to eat a little more humble pie when he seegpout credibility in job creation. We know it lost 35 000 jobs
the outcome. The simple fact s that this will have maximumjn the |ast two years that it was in government. We know that
consumers will be protected from price increases angnportant area and that he lost those 35 000 jobs. We also

escalations. As aresult of this Government's clear policy, Wgnow the extent of his lack of success in Iuring tourism
will reduce the cost of operating utilities in South Australia gttractions to this State.

to kgep the cost of'water anq sewerage to consumers below g Opposition has finally put the last nail in its coffin.
that in other States in Australia to get a competitive advantag8qfore the last election the Labor Party promised South
in business and to establish a better living environment and «:ralians that if it were elected WorkCover premiums
amore secure future for South Australians because of a lowgf |4 be 1.8 per cent. However, it has opposed every
cost of water and sewerage. amendment to the WorkCover legislation. In doing so, they
have forever surrendered their rights to talk about job creation
STATE ECONOMY on a pragmatic basis in this State.

Mr ROSSI (Lee): | direct my question to the Premier. Do
the latest indicators point to continuing growth in the South
Australian economy during 1995?

CORONIAL INQUIRY

. The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Will

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | heard the Deputy Leader o . /

of the Opposition on radio this morning. | thought it was the Ilvll_mstgr for Healt_r assure this Hom;]s.e Lh‘?t he W'kl)l not seelg

comic. I think we refer to the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-0. &M Crown privilege to prevent his being subpoenae
successfully to appear personally before the coronial inquiry

tion as Mr Doom, and we have the Leader as Mr Gloom. ASmto the HUS epidemic to explain why he did not use his

a pair they are trying to knock every development that takes :

place in South Australia. They knock Wirrina and every other” owerstundetr secélont 295 of the Food Act to ban the sale of
attempt by this Government to attract new industry to thigusPect meat products: ) . .

State. As we have just heard with the water industry, they are | € Hon. S.J. BAKER: On a point of order, Sir—
trying to knock what we are doing to bring a water industry ~ The SPEAKER: | think the Chair was coming to the
into South Australia; they have been knocking our attempt§a@me conclusion as the Deputy Premier.

to establish an information technology industry in South Members interjecting:

Australia— The SPEAKER: Order! | do not know what the member
Members interjecting: for Spence thinks is funny. | understand that this matter is
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Peake is out of currently being investigated by the Coroner, and | wish to

order. seek some advice before allowing the question to continue.
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | did have two points of order,

The SPEAKER: Order! Question Time started in a very Sir. The first related to the status of the coronial inquiry and
reasonable way this afternoon and the Chair will ensure thahe second to the extent to which this is a hypothetical
it continues. | suggest to all members that they ceasguestion.
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The Hon. M.D. Rann: We will see how hypothetical it The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest to members that, if they
is. want Question Time to continue, they should conduct

The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair is prepared to allow themselves in a more appropriate manner. | call the member
the question because it seeks information as to whether ttier Colton whilst the Chair checks the matter raised by the
Minister is prepared to appear. However, | will not allow themember for Spence.
Leader to canvass the general issues that the Coroner may be
dealing with. PATAWALONGA

Mr LEWIS: It occurs to me that there is yet another . . .
serious implication in the question, which | raise as a point  Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Will the Minister for Housing,
of order, and that is the use by the Deputy Leader of the workfrban D_evelopme_nt and Local Government Relations clarify
‘mislead’. It is a question of ‘When did you stop beating yourthe funding commitment for the clean-up of thg Patawalonga
wife?’ in context. | believe that is out of order because jtand the status of the project? Recent media reports have
imputes that the Minister did mislead the Parliament. Hdndicated that the Federal Government has decided to block
cannot answer it— its funding for the Patawalonga clean-up.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair is not particularly sure 1€ Hon. JK.G. OSWALD: | am very pleased to be able
what is the basis of the point of order that the member fol© address this question and put on thg public recprd the status
Ridley is raising. Therefore, the Chair cannot uphold thePf the project at Glenelg. Statements in the media last week,

point of order. The honourable Leader. put out by the Australian Democrats from Canberra and by
The Hon. M.D. RANN: On a point of order, | did not the Henley and Grange Residents Association, have led many
actually use.thé Word ‘miélead’. ' people in Adelaide to believe that the Federal Government

The SPEAKER: Order! That is not a point of order. The _has supported the residents of Henley and Grange in persuad-
honourable Ministér for H.ealth ’ ing the Commonwealth to block the funding for the

) Patawalonga clean-up. | find absolutely amazing that there
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: ‘When the matter of the .are forces in this State that would even suggest that it is

coronial inquiry was first mooted, the Leader of the Opposi-; . ..: : _
tion ranted and raved about how this was not an independeﬁ sirable for us to stop the project at Glenelg and the clean
inquiry. S For the public record, | make very clear that the Federal
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: , Governmegt has not frozen the Beﬁer Cities funds for the
Th_e SPEAKER: Order! The Leader has asked his Glenelg catchment or, in fact, for the whole of the
question. Patawalonga catchment. On the contrary, the Federal
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Clearly, the Leader of the  Government is well aware that the Patawalonga is a most
Opposition does not believe that the Coroner is independent;qificant urban redevelopment, particularly as it applies to
because he resisted so strongly the suggestions that thg environmental project that is being funded by the Better
Coroner would be an independent source of investigation qfjjies money. The Commonwealth has put its position very
this human tragedy. clearly in a press release issued from the Deputy Prime
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: Minister’s office yesterday, and | do not think it could have
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The Leader of the setout more clearly that it strongly supports what is happen-
Opposition interjects that he did not: we will lookidansard  ing in the Patawalonga clean-up. The Commonwealth has not
| am only too happy to do that. The Leader of the Oppositionnterfered in any way with the proposed dredging of the
firstly believed that the Coroner was not going to be indepatawalonga. Dredging, as we all know, is subject to
pendent; now he seems to be attempting to tell the Coronevironmental impact assessment for the treatment of the
how his inquiry ought to be run, which witnesses he ought teiredged materials, and the office of the EPA has already
call before him, and so on. Quite clearly, if a subpoena is pugiven it a tick.
out, no-one is able to resist that: it is as simple as that. The The Better Cities agreement between the South Australian
fact remains that the Coroner— Government and the Commonwealth requires a total catch-
The SPEAKER: Order! There is too much conversation. ment plan to be developed. This has been the requirement
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: —has not made that from the outset: there has never been any variation to or
request, and I am surprised that the Leader of the Oppositiafiversion from that plan. It has always been our intention to
would be appearing to tell the Coroner how to run his owrensure that there is a total catchment management plan, and

business. that will proceed. Whilst on the matter of the dredging of the
The Hon. M.D. Rann: You are in big trouble. Patawalonga, | point out that the Government will announce
The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest to the Leader of the today that the Adelaide based construction company
Opposition that those comments were unnecessary. Bardavcol Pty Ltd is the successful tenderer and has been
invited to undertake the works to dredge the Patawalonga and
PRISON INDUSTRIES to repair the edging treatments around the perimeter of the

lake. We expect these works to commence sometime this
Mr BASS (Florey): Will the Minister for Correctional  month. In fact, the dredge (which is owned by the subcontrac-
Services advise the House of the progress on the Govergor Hall Contracting) has already been assembled and is in the
ment's promise to establish new prison industries and whainal stages of being manoeuvred and tested so that work can
employment opportunities will arise for prisoners? commence shortly.

Mr ATKINSON: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, | |t is worth putting on the record that this is a significant
believe there is a question on notice on exactly that point. achievement. There has been considerable discussion over
The SPEAKER: | ask the honourable member, which many years to bring this project to fruition. The appearance
question? of the dredge and the promise that this Government has been
Members interjecting: making, that we would start work in April, demonstrate that
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when we say we will deliver, we will deliver, and this project colleagues. If | were to use that word against the Government
is right on schedule. of the day, | would be ruled out of order and named.

The SPEAKER: Order! | uphold the point of order taken The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair’s understanding is that
by the honourable member for Spence in relation to thé¢he Minister was referring to members of the previous
guestion asked by the member for Florey. The second part @overnment. Therefore, he has not directly referred to any
guestion 187 on the Notice Paper is virtually identical to thandividual. However, it is the view of the Chair that it is
guestion regarding the information sought by the member founwise and unnecessary to use that term in answering
Florey. guestions or in debating any issue in the House, and | suggest

to the Minister that he withdraw it and use a different term.

POLICE RESOURCES The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
o | am quite happy to withdraw it and replace it with the word

~Mr QUIRKE (Playford): My question is directed to the ‘mijsleading’ or the term ‘manipulators of the truth’. What-
Minister for Emergency Services. What is the authorisecver the situation, the fact is that the previous Government
staffing level of the Police Force and what is the actualjid not level with the taxpayers of South Australia as to how
strength? | have been informed that, fOIIOWing a request t@nany po]ice officers it had on the beat. The previous
the Commissioner of Police from the Police Association forGovernment swore in peop|e who were undertaking duties
the authorised staffing level of the force, the Minister\hich were not remotely connected with policing to make it
intervened and instructed the Commissioner not to providgyok as though there were more police than there actually
the information. were. What the public will get from this Government is how

The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: Last time the honourable many people there are ultimately on the beat.

member stood up in this House and asked a question it was | ynderstand why the Police Association has contacted the
on behalf of the ambulance union. It left him in the lurch. honourable member, and | am happy to share with him the
Today, it would seem as though the Police Association hagason. The Police Association is concerned that, as we have
left the honourable member in the lurch, if | heard himpoy identified 404 more people and as this Government has
correctly and if that is where he is obtaining his information.jndicated that it will put 200 more police on the beat, this

I am happy to advise the House that at the time we cameould leave a 204 surplus. In the eyes of the Police Associa-
into government, as at 13 December 1993, the staffing figurgon, that could mean that this Government could reduce by
for sworn police officers was 3 608 and as at 9 March 1995—204 the number of people sworn in as police while still
the most recent figure | have available—there were 3 61@roviding 200 extra operational police, and that will affect its
sworn police officers. Therefore, there are more sworn policgnion revenue—the income.

officers now than there were when we came into office. The process of budget is being undertaken at this time and
Further to that, and despite the fact that now there aredo not know how the final equation will come out. How-
eight more sworn police, many more operational police arever, we are committed to those 200 more police on the beat.
on the beat. The reason for that is simple: to date, as par from denying the Police Association access to figures, it
Government, we have identified 404 police positions whicttan have those figures: if it calls me, | would be happy to
undertake no operational policing duties. Those positiongelease them. | would have thought that, if the Police
have involved officers sitting behind desks and undertakingzssociation, as it claims, does have 99.9 per cent of police as

mechanical duties or working as carpenters, guards Qhembers, it would know the answer to the question anyway.
drivers—404 uniformed police who were not undertaking any

police duties at all. _ _ BETTING COMMISSIONS

The honourable member may recall that, prior to coming
into office, the Liberal Party put out a policy stating that there  Ms WHITE (Taylor): My question is directed to the
would be 200 additional operational police in place by theMinister for Recreation, Sport and Racing. Following
time our first term of office was completed. We indicated thatamalgamation of the South Australian and Western
those additional operational police resources would b@ustralian TAB’s quinella and trifecta pools, does the
through a mixture of redeployment of officers behind desksGovernment intend to increase the commission on the
and additional recruitment. | can advise the House that wguinella pool from its current 14.5 per cent to 20 per cent and,
can achieve that promise without any additional recruitmenif so, how will the Government prevent large South
because, regarding the 404 police who were behind desks apgistralian punters from defecting with their investments to
who have been identified so far—and we suspect that theiastern States TABs where Government deduction percent-
are more—the number of people who have been sworn in agyes are lower?
police and who are not performing operational duties is far The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: That subject is actively
greater than we had anticipated prior to coming into officender discussion at the moment between the TABs in

Itis often said in the department that, during the time thenestern Australia and South Australia. To my knowledge a
Labor Party was in government, anything that moved waglecision has not yet been taken as regards the figures to
sworn into the Police Force and, if the Labor Party could havgvhich the honourable member refers. The TAB Chairman is
sworn in the mounted cadre—the horses—and the dogs, doming to see me either tomorrow or Friday and | expect to
would have sworn them in, too, just to fudge the numbersceceive further information from him. | believe that there are
What this Government is doing is not misleading the publicdifficulties in coming to an agreement but, as soon as | have
not blatantly lying to the public about police numbers as dichad a briefing from the TAB and as soon as the matter has
the previous Government, but bringing those numbers upeen resolved, it will be announced publicly, and | would be
front. happy to brief the honourable member on the response. In

The Hon. M.D. RANN: On a point of order, Sir. The summary, my best advice is that a decision has not yet been
Minister used the word ‘lie’ when referring to parliamentary taken.
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LIVESTOCK SALEYARDS Woomera facility, and we have little say regarding the
Parafield facility. Agreement has been reached between the

Mr BUCKBY (Light): Will the Minister for Primary FAC and the Liquor Licensing Commissioner that the
Industries explain what plans the Government has for thetandards relating to machine operations will be consistent as
redevelopment of the existing livestock saleyards complex dtetween those governed by our legislation and those sited at
Gepps Cross? Parafield.

The Hon. D.S. BAKER: | thank the member for Light for We cannot place restrictions on their operating hours as
his question and interest in this matter. There is a little historguch; in fact, we cannot place any restrictions on their
to this: in 1985, SAMCOR management disposed of the ol@dperations, as every member of this House would be well
sheep, lamb and pig yards to Adelaide Produce Markets Ltaware. However, we have said, ‘If you are going to operate
and that meant that those yards did not have the maintenanitenust involve the same areas of supervision, and regarding
spent on them which they should have had. | cannot find the issue of taxation you cannot have a marginal advantage
yellow sticker from the member for Hart's documents whichbecause you do not charge tax at the same rate; you must
shows that anything was done to get a new selling complekave at least the same tax rate as us.’ So, they have to pay the
for livestock producers in South Australia. 4.2 per cent tax to the Commonwealth Government, not to us.

In fact, there were two proposals: one was in the formeiThey also must be subject to monitoring by the IGC. In all
Premier’s electorate, and that was promptly knocked on theespects, the Government is saying that those machines
head; and another was next door to the salt fields, and that fedlhould operate with no special advantage over any other
over through want of Government support or encouragementperator.

During the past few weeks discussions have been taking place Mr Quirke: With 40 machines?

with the Adelaide Produce Market Ltd for it to become The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Yes, 40 machines again—the
involved in a joint venture which would include the land thatsame operation. We have had agreement from the FAC
it owns, which currently includes the sheep, lamb and pigegarding that set of rules, but as the honourable member
yards complex, and land that is owned by SAMCOR (in othewould appreciate that is as far as we can go; we cannot
words, the State Government) where the present cattle yardevern their hours of operation.

are situated.

At present, Adelaide Produce Markets Ltd has a great PUBLIC SECTOR SICK LEAVE
interest in pursuing that joint venture and in running and
upgrading a new saleyards complex. Already discussions Mrs HALL (Coles): Will the Premier inform the House
have taken place with three other Ministers to make sure tha the latest trends in public sector sick leave?
the environmental as well as the planning aspects are looked The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Sick leave figures for the
at. Adelaide Produce Markets is looking to become involvegublic sector in South Australia for the first six months of this
in this joint venture and to take over the running and upgradfinancial year (July to December 1994) are now available.
ing of the saleyards complex at Gepps Cross. If that occurred,he figures are good. Average sick leave for the six month
that facility would be owned and run by it commercially, asperiod on a full-time equivalent basis is 3.1 days. That is a
are the other major selling complexes in South Australiab per cent reduction on the same period 12 months earlier. So,
particularly those at Mount Gambier, Millicent and there is a significant downward trend: the year before was
Naracoorte, which are all run profitably. lower than the previous year under the previous Administra-

Without much encouragement from the previous Governtion. It would appear that on a full year basis we can expect
ment—in fact, no encouragement at all—the complex hagn average sick leave rate across the whole of Government
degraded into something which, quite frankly, is a disgraceof about 6.3 days per full-time equivalent. That compares
Hopefully, we can get this joint venture arrangement goingvith the average for the whole of South Australia of 10.8, so
and, with all parties working towards that, once again Soutlisovernment is well ahead of the average for South Australia.
Australia may have a complex where our primary producer$think that is an outstanding figure, and | say to the public
will be able to market their produce in the interests of allsector employees of South Australia, ‘Well done.’

South Australians.
THE PARKS REDEVELOPMENT

GAMING MACHINES ]
Mr De LAINE (Price): My question is directed to the

Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Will the Treasurer insist that Minister for Housing, Urban Development and Local
any gaming machines at facilities on FAC land will comply Government Relations. During the first stage of the Housing
totally with the South Australian Act? The bottle shop atTrust redevelopment project, which is soon to take place in
Parafield has consistently opened on Good Friday each ye@he Parks area, what measures will the Government take to
despite South Australian legislative requirements to thdiouse the affected 200 families while their existing houses
contrary. Pubs and clubs in the northern area are concernage demolished and until their new homes are completed?
that the State tax, the 40 machine limit and essential monitor- The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Whenever the Housing
ing will not be a feature of proposed facilities on FAC land Trust undertakes a redevelopment, it works through a series
at Parafield. of consultation processes. First, we sit down and discuss the

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: This is an interesting dilemma. project with local residents and explain the implications to
The Commonwealth Government has proprietary rights ovethem thoroughly. We then find out who wants to move and
its properties and, in legal terms, the South Australiarwho wants to stay and seek places to which to relocate those
Government has no right of intervention except in exceptionalesidents. The process is then set in train. It is true that the
circumstances. We have not been able to have any sajyousing Trustis interested in developing many areas around
regarding poker machines on the east-west—the Indiaihe Parks. At the moment, we are involved in a public
Pacific—express, on the Australian National line, or at theconsultation process identifying those people who are happy
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to stay. If people want to move, the trust will relocate them. Commission responded to the FOI request by saying that the
They will then be given the option of either staying in thoseCoroner had served a warrant to obtain and remove all
relocated houses or returning to the new properties at Thdocuments and that, therefore, he was unable to grant access
Parks. That is a matter for discussion with each tenartb the documents under FOI.
individually, and the tenants’ wishes will be respected. | had been informed earlier by telephone by a legal officer
for the Health Commission that | could not get the documents
until after the Coroner had completed his inquiry. He said that
the documents had been handed over to the Coroner that day.
But what about the copies of the documents? This, of course,
raises the very important question of non-disclosure under the
Freedom of Information Act and whether the Coroner’s
MEMBER'S LEAVE warrant excludes access by other parties and is a valid reason
for non-disclosure by the Minister for Health. Why will not
Mr MEIER (Goyder): I move: the Minister for Health in this State release all the documents
That two weeks leave of absence be granted to the member feelating to the HUS tragedy? Clearly, the Health Commission
Hanson (Mr S.R. Leggett) on account of ill health. refused to supply the documents requested and, as the

Motion carried. Opposition has good reason to believe that the commission
retained copies of all documents given to the Coroner, the
CONSENT TO MEDICAL TREATMENT AND PAL- non-disclosure has now been referred to the Ombudsman.
LIATIVE CARE BILL AND INDUSTRIAL AND The Ombudsman (Mr Biganovsky) is now investigating
EMPLOYEE RELATIONS (MISCELLANEOUS the Minister for Health's refusal to comply with the Opposi-
PROVISIONS) AMENDMENT BILL tion’s FOI request. In Question Time today | asked the

. ] Minister if he would be prepared to personally give evidence
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move: before the coronial inquiry on the question of the exercise of
That the sitting of the House be continued during the conferenceis powers under the Food Act. This would obviously assist

on the Bills. the process of public disclosure and the inquiry into the

Motion carried. circumstances that led to Nikki Robinson’s death. The House
will recall that on 8 February the shadow Minister for Health

GRIEVANCE DEBATE asked the Minister why he failed to take decisive action under

_ . o the Food Act to prohibit the sale of contaminated meat
The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the proqucts at retail outlets when it became clear that Garibaldi's
House note grievances. recall was not effective. The Minister’s own chronology of
.. . events released on 2 February revealed that on 30 January,
The Hon. M.D. RANN (L.e?‘def of the Opposition): seven days after the cause of the outbreak had been identified,
Today, | want to call on the Minister for Health personally to

appear before the coronial inquiry into the HUS GaribaldipUb"C health officials raised concerns that not all contami-
. . ) nated products had been removed from retail outlets. The

matters and also to release the information requested undﬁﬁnisttfr responded by reassuring the Parliament:

FOI, which includes documents relating to this health ) ] o

epidemic that occurred earlier this year. On 8 February 1995, First, we have done everything that was appropriate; secondly,

the Premier stood in this House and called me ‘a squealin\é'g\;ft-h"’w-e ?r? ne everyth'?gtt-hat was necessary; thirdly, we have taken

10N In the appropriate time.

little rat’ for daring to raise questions about the Minister for . PProp . )

Health’s handling of the HUS tragedy. He called me gOnthe issue of\{vhether the cpntamlnated product remained

squealing little rat for asking why the Minister for Health did ©" S&l€, the Minister told Parliament:

not use section 25 of the Food Act to ban, prohibit or outlaw We have heard countless tales of that, but we also have countless

h le of th r which he clearlv h amples where people have rung the Health Commission and said
:)o?/vse?'ﬁ)?jot e suspect products, ch he clearly had th?t(various times since 23 January that there have been Garibaldi

: . . . mettwursts on sale. On checking, and | know of a number of
Following an extraordinary ministerial statement andexamples of this, by the Health Commission officers with retail
accusations by the Minister for Health on 9 February 1995¢utlets, it was found that those products were cooked Garibaldi

I wrote to the State Coroner assuring him that the OppositioRroducts or totally different products altogether.
had not at any stage called into question the independence ¢all on the Minister for Health today to personally appear
any coronial inquiry. The Coroner wrote back to me on 20before the coronial inquiry and explain to the community how
February 1995 thanking me for our bipartisan support for hisind why he did not use section 25 of the Act. He must not
investigation and for my offer of cooperation. He said:  resort to using Crown privilege to explain his actions and the

I assure you that | have never been aware of any suggestion tgdvice he received.
the Opposition that my investigation into this matter could be other
than independent. Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): Itis most interesting that the
So much for the reply given today in this House by theLabor Party takes such a great interest in health issues. It was
Minister for Health. On 9 February, the Opposition lodgedeven more interesting to note the presence of certain people
arequest under the Freedom of Information Act for copies ofvhen recently one evening | attended the annual general
all documents, including correspondence, reports and adviceeeting of the Inner Southern Community Health Service at
to the Minister in relation to the HUS epidemic. This the Marion Council Chambers. When | arrived | thought | had
epidemic was one of the worst to occur in Australia and is aurned up at the wrong meeting. | thought | was attending an
matter of considerable public importance following the tragicALP branch meeting, because there in attendance at this
death of Nikki Robinson on 1 February as a result of HUSmeeting were Mr Bruce Hull, Secretary of the Elder Branch
On 24 March, the Chief Executive Officer of the Health of the ALP; the ALP candidate for Boothby, Ms Joan
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Herriman; the Independent Labor candidate for Hanson; Pargovernment. All they wanted to do was put their claws into
officials whose photographs were on the brochures for thall those issues that had been put forward by this
Mitchell ALP candidate; the people who were doing theGovernment. All they wanted to do was knock.
letterbox drops for the Boothby ALP candidate; Ms Gillian The SPEAKER: The honourable member’s time has
Archer; and Friends of Community Health (later called Saveexpired. The honourable member for Hart.
Our Community Health Inc. and now called Save Our
Community Health Inclusive). There was an apology from Mr FOLEY (Hart): I wish to refer to two issues in my
Ms Lea Stevens, member for Elizabeth. But, at the end of theonstituency that are very important to both myself as the
apologies, | was heartened to see that it was obviously &cal member and, of course, to my constituents. First, | refer
bipartisan affair because the fairies from the bottom of théo the future of education on Le Fevre Peninsula. There are
garden were also there. a number of rumours rife within my community about the
Mr Becker interjecting: future of the primary and high schools in my electorate. | was
Mr CAUDELL: Obviously the Democrats. Later on they concerned to receive a response from the Minister for
had a variety of things to say about this annual generdEducation when | wrote to him concerning the future of the
meeting when they were addressed by Ms Lyn MacDonald.args North Primary School, but | asked the general question,
who was putting forward certain views, one in particular'What of the future of primary schools and high schools in
being, ‘How good it was when this community health servicemy electorate?’
was set up by Gough Whitlam—we had all that money and The Minister wrote back to me only two weeks ago.
we didn't have to account for it like we do today.’ Obviously, Briefly, what he said in that letter was that the Government
the whole tone of events that had occurred in connection witis considering options for the future of education in my
the 20 years of community health was the fact that there wagommunity and that the current district superintendent of
to be change and that they were against the change that weducation plans to continue discussions with Largs North
to occur. They were complaining about the fact that no longePrimary and adjoining schools with a view to commencing
would there be community representatives. It is no wonde@ formal review later this year. Having been around Govern-
that we are not going to have the community representative®ent for a while, | can pick bureaucratic intention through
they put forward, because no-one in the south-western aregagme of their wording, and quite clearly what is coming
of Mitchell wants to put up with community representativesthrough is that there will be a reduction in the number of
who are basically from the Elder and the Mitchell branchegprimary and/or high schools in my electorate over the course
of the Australian Labor Party. of this present Government.
But then later on in the speech by Ms Lyn MacDonald, a Members interjecting:
board member of Inner Southern Community Health, forthe Mr FOLEY: Members opposite have confirmed my fears.
first time Inner Southern Community Health comes out inThey have let the cat out of the bag. They have confirmed my
opposition to the third arterial road. It was amazing, becaustears, with the very senior and highly respected member for
the third arterial road has basically been in the concept an@idley confirming in the Chamber that, yes, schools will be
drawing board stage since 1990, and even prior to that whetlosed in my electorate. That comes as a great shock to me.
it was promised by the previous Labor Government. At nd did not expect that | would have confirmation of my fears
stage did any person or board member who was present fros® quickly. | had better step up my protest to the Minister for
Inner Southern Community Health—Mr Hull, the candidateEducation—and perhaps | will start as soon as | complete this
for Boothby (Ms Joan Herriman), Gillian Archer, or even Leacontribution.
Stevens—complain about the third arterial road from 1989 Clearly, the future of the primary and high schools in my
through to 1993. For some unknown reason—because ofelectorate are of great concern to all my residents. It is not
change of Government—suddenly Inner Southern Comgood enough for the member for Ridley to make light of the
munity Health wants to put the third arterial road on thefact that he and his colleagues intend to close down schools
agenda. in my electorate, because the working people of my electorate
Then they mentioned the issue of trading hours. For soméeserve better than that, and they can be assured that | will
unknown reason, Inner Southern Community Health wante€ight for the future of Ethelton Primary, Largs Bay Primary,
to talk about trading hours in shops, yet the trading hoursargs North Primary, Taperoo Primary, Taperoo High
involving 99.9 per cent of the traders in the electorate ofSchool, Le Fevre Primary and Le Fevre High School. All the
Mitchell have not changed at all. As | said, they mentionedschools in my electorate will be well represented when this
how good it was regarding Gough, but then they went on t@allous Government starts to close schools. The other issue
say how they have had cuts to their budget for Inner Southerrwant to raise briefly is the current lack of lighting on a main
Community Health. | then had a look at the annual reports foarterial road in my electorate—the Lady Gowrie Drive or the
the last five years for Inner Southern Community Health andesplanade. My constituents deserve to have this main arterial
noticed in the 1994 annual report it had spent $1 239 000.road lit.
then had a look at the report for 1990 and it had spent Members interjecting:
$824 000. So, despite an increase in that period of $400 000, Mr FOLEY: Members opposite say, ‘How long?’ This
they were complaining about losing $90 000. main arterial road has been without lighting for far too long.
However, they made no mention of the future. At no stage want the Government to make this main arterial road in my
did any of the board members mention that this Governmerglectorate a priority and put in place adequate lighting. It is
had approved the establishment of a community health centret good enough for the Government to only address the
in the Marion triangle that would improve the facilities for concerns of transport needs in its marginal seats down south.
health care and for the youth project system in the electorat¢ is also important that it look after the Labor electorates
of Mitchell. At no stage did they mention that the Marion because, whilst they did not vote Liberal, they certainly
youth project would have permanent facilities available to itshould be afforded the courtesy of receiving fair treatment.
which had never been provided by the previous LabolWhether Governments of the past supplied adequate lighting
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to Lady Gowrie Drive is not the question. | want this Road Transport, has served to further justify the already
Government to address the issue, and | want this Governmesitrong case for the funding of a bridge at Berri—a case which
to apply the same commitment to transport in Labor electortast year was positively assessed by the South Australian
ates that it does in its marginal seats, because the good peoflentre for Economic Studies—an assessment on which | have
of Le Fevre Peninsula deserve to have Lady Gowrie Drivalready reported.

well lit. In this day and age to have a major State arterial road The current proposal is unique in that it is one of the first
unlit at night is totally unacceptable. | am sure all member®f its type to seek to satisfy the criteria for a project under the
would concur in that view. project exclusivity guidelines of the BOOT scheme on the

Mr Lewis interjecting: basis that the work and the agreement already achieved will

Mr FOLEY: Again the senior and highly respected in itself be a significant cost saver to the Government. |
member for Ridley says that my electors should not havearticularly thank the Minister for Transport and the exec-
lights on their main arterial road. What further contempt theutives of the Economic Development Authority, with whom
member for Ridley shows for my electors. the delegation also spent considerable time in presenting its

submission, for their offer, together with their departments,

Mr ANDREW (Chaffey): The member for Hart should to cooperate in a coordinated assessment of this project. The
well know that, if he has the numbers in the schools in hislegree of cooperation and support that has come from all
electorate, they will be more than adequately and fairlygroups in presenting this submission has been absolutely
treated in terms of the education service that will continue tainique. It has been of single-minded resolve not to let trivial
be provided throughout the whole State. | rise today to repofitnpediments get in the way but to address all the real issues
on progress in the Riverland in respect of the proposal for ¢hat need to be met to achieve a project such as this. The
bridge over the river near Berri. | place on record an overvievRiverland has been encouraged by the response of the
to the submission put to the Government via the Minister folPremier and particularly his indication publicly that Cabinet
Transport, to whom | introduced and supported a delegatiois considering the overall project in general, and particularly
on 24 March. As this is the first opportunity since Parliamenhis personal indication of accepting the need of the principle
has sat to report on that, | am pleased to do so. The need aoflthe proposed bridge.
justification for a bridge at Berri is well documented, and | The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): Order! The
particularly thank the Premier for his public comments of inhonourable member’s time has expired. The member for
principle support for the project when he visited theElizabeth.

Riverland with me last Friday.

This specific submission is a proposal for a bridge over Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth):| want to take a few minutes
the Murray River at Berri under the BOOT (Build Own to revisit the master stroke of absurdity from the Minister for
Operate and Transfer) Scheme, the guidelines being set dowtealth in relation to the fining of health units because they
by the EDA (Economic Development Authority) for private do not get their paperwork into the Health Commission on
sector provision of public infrastructure in this State.time. It is quite amazing. This really takes the cake. | will
Although the design, engineering and financial options wereevisit some of the things that have happened over the past
proposed by Built Environs Pty Ltd, the proposal wasyear that lead me to that conviction.
presented as a partnership agreement and was additionally Members interjecting:
prepared by a group of proponents including the District Ms STEVENS: | will give you my suggestion, if you will
Council of Berri, the District Council of Loxton, the just listen. First, last year Casemix was brought in too
Riverland Development Corporation, the Gerard Reservquickly, without preparation, without systems in place,
Council and the Aboriginal Lands Trust. without staff trained and without hospitals prepared. Step

| congratulate all those groups concerned for their workpne: do it properly, do it carefully, do it over time and
commitment and preparation for more than 12 months anthanage it. Secondly, the hospitals started on their Casemix
also for the exceptional calibre of the presentation of theibudgets and increased their activity levels, and then in
submission—a submission which overall was aimed aNovember they found out that, at the end of September, the
producing a proposal that would build a cost effective bridgethrough put bonus pool had run out. They found out three
while at the same time satisfying the needs of all interestethonths late from the Health Commission. Later, having to
parties. The objective of the proposal was to satisfy threeompletely reverse their strategy in order to make their
major criteria: first, that there must be general communitypudgets balance, they were waiting for the figures from the
Aboriginal community and statutory authority support for theHealth Commission for the first three months of the financial
bridge. It must be strong and unanimous support, and this wagar—July, August and September. They got those figures
evidenced in the submission presented. Secondly, that tiem 10 December—another three months late. In January they
annual cost to the State for the provision of the bridge shoulcealised that there were errors in those figures, so the figures
not exceed the current costs of running and owning th¢hat were three months late were also wrong and they had to
existing ferry service operating at Berri. Thirdly, that thego back and be changed by the Health Commission again.
Government should be able to purchase the bridge in a So, we have the hospitals and health units of this State
reasonable period at the same annual rate of expenditure @sndering whatever next will come from the Health
required to operate the ferry service at Berri. Commission, which never seems to be able to get it right.

While acknowledging and without threatening theWhat has been happening in the health system is not because
confidentiality of the submission on the agreement, from théhe hospitals and health units have been late getting figures
figures presented in the submission | believe the proponenkmck but because everything is in such a mess that they do not
have more than ably met all three objectives, and specificallgnow what to do. They have no figures on which to make
in respect of the financial objectives. The fact that there watheir projections or to plan services.
an independent third party reassessment of the current Berri How amazing that the Health Commission is now telling
ferry operating costs, in conjunction with the Department othe health units that they have to lift their game and get their
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paperwork in on time and, if they do not, they will be fined. the purse strings with respect to the purchase of food. | have
How many departments would do that? What a way to treataised this issue because | have met with a number of small
your workers! What a way to get the best out of people whetbusiness people and supermarket managers who have told me
you are the one that has caused the mess that they are inthiat they know women who used to spend $120 a week on
find it amazing that, when he answers the question, théiood and who now spend only $30 a week and whose
Minister does not condemn that action but simply talks abouthildren are starving. These women have become addicted
how important it is to get data in on time. It is important to gamblers and are now going through counselling to get rid of
get data in on time, but it is important for everybody to getthis disease. These small business people are saying that,
it in on time. It is especially important for the Health whether it be State or Federal money, these women should be
Commission to provide its units with the data on time. given all of their social security and child benefit payments
What is important is to get balance and to get the prioritiexcept for $100 or $120, which should be given to them in
right. Across our health system the hospitals are on theiiood coupons which can be redeemed in supermarkets. At
knees. The Flinders Medical Centre has suffered huge cutsast in that way their children would be assured of eating for
to patient services and has stated that it will treat 3 700 peoplkeeven days.
fewer in the first six months of this year and has a budget It is not fair for women to spend all their social security
overrun of $5 million. The Queen Elizabeth Hospital has gpayments on gambling machines if that leaves their family to
budget overrun of $11 million. The Women'’s and Children’sstarve, forcing them to go to the City Mission or the Salvation
Hospital has a budget overrun of $1 million, and so it goe#Army to get a food parcel to enable them to exist for the rest
on. While our hospitals are reeling, struggling with Healthof the week. This matter must be seriously addressed in
Commission rules, regulations and the Casemix systenkarliament, and | intend to bring it up in the Party room next
which is in a mess, they will be fined up to $5 000. If they areweek and to write to the Federal Minister as well. The
not able to produce the figures in the required number oftroduction of gaming machines in South Australia has been
days, they will be fined $500 a day. | wonder how long itan unqualified disaster, except for those who stand directly
would take to reach the $50 000 that would enable théo profit from them. A new breed of compulsive gambler has
dialysis patients about whom | spoke in Question Time to ge¢émerged. Hotel owners will make millions, and | would not
their correct treatment. This Government’s priorities in thewant that dirty money in my pocket when it should have gone
health system are completely upside down. Let us worry lessn children’s clothing, food and entertainment. That money
about bureaucracy, numbers and economic rationalism ansl making multimillionaires out of hotel owners. It is not
think more about patient health and care. going to the proper needs of the children of South Australia.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member’s time has expired.

Mr CONDOUS (Colton): The matter about which |
speak today is crucial. Among the business community, both
small and large, concern is being expressed, not about interest
rates or the large unemployment problem that has been =~ PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT BILL
created by the Federal Government but about the recent . e ) o .
introduction of gaming and poker machines. During my time Consideration in Committee of the Legislative Council’s
as Lord Mayor, | wrote to each and every member of@mendments:
Parliament warning them that, before they made any decision No. 1. Page 1, line 26 (clause 3)—After ‘Part 5’ insert ‘or 6".

about gaming machines, they should visit the Reverend Ted_NO- 2. Page 1, line 27 (clause 3)—Leave out parag(8pimd
insert new paragraph as follows:

Noffs at the Wayside Chapelin Kings Cross in Sydney to Se€™ ¢ the Disciplinary Appeals Tribunal or the Promotion and
how many food parcels were prepared each week for families Grievance Appeals Tribunal;.

where the parents had squandered the entire week’s salary onNo. 3. Page 2 (clause 3)—After line 9 insert new definition as

oker machines, leaving nothing for the children to exist orffollows: . .
iFI)1 the next six or seven%ays 9 o exist orf ‘the Disciplinary Appeals Tribunal’ means the Tribunal of that

; . name established under schedule 2A;.

Those members of Parliament who voted to introduce No. 4. Page 2, line 17 (clause 3)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and insert
these machines should hang their head in shame. Their nani€@mmissioner’.
will be etched forever itHansardas a permanent reminder | No. 5. Page 2 (clause 3)—After line 28 insert new definition as

- ; llows
of the contribution that they made to personal pain an ‘the Promotion and Grievance Appeals Tribunal’ means the

suffering among addicted gaming machine gamblers in this  Tripunal of that name established under schedule 2A:.
State. It was highly irresponsible for any politician to support  No. 6. Page 3 (clause 3)—After line 10 insert new definition as
the introduction of gaming machines at a time of such higHollows: o .
unemployment and economic hardship. ‘recognised organisation’ means an association declared to be a
Let tak K hi Wh 2 Is it onlv th recognised organisation by the Commissioner under Part 5;.
et us take poker machines. Who pays- IS itonly the g 7 page 3, line 15 (clause 3)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and insert
person who plays the machine? No. Everybody pays. Th&ommissioner'.

user pays, and so does everyone in the community. Business No. 8. Page 4, line 5 (clause 4)—Leave out ‘competitive’ and
loses because its economic viability is affected and, becaudesert ‘efficient. . .

turnover decreases dramatically, jobs have to be shed. E No._9. Page 4 (clause 4)—After line 12 insert new subclause as
compulsive or addicted gaming machine gambler affects the ‘(2) Public sector agencies must implement all legislative
lives of about 10 people. It is not just the gamblers who requirements relevant to the agencies.’

suffer. Their immediate family and their work mates suffer. No. 10. Page 4, line 16 (clause 5)—After ‘fairly’ insert ‘and
Members interjecting: consistently and not subject employees to arbitrary or capricious
! . N administrative decisions’.
Mr CONDOUS: That's right. Even more alarming is that ~ No. 11. Page 4, lines 17 and 18 (clause 5)—Leave out paragraph

women are predominant, and they are the ones who contr@) and insert new paragraphs as follow:
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(c)  prevent unlawful discrimination against employees or
persons seeking employment in the public sector on the
ground of sex, sexuality, marital status, pregnancy, race,
physical impairment or any other ground and ensure that
no form of unjustifiable discrimination is exercised (a) relating to the appointment, assignment, transfer, remu-
against employees or persons seeking employment in the neration, discipline or termination of a particular person;
public sector; and or

22. (1) Subject to this section, the Commissioner is subject
to direction by the Minister.
~ (2) No Ministerial direction may be given to the Commis-
sioner—

(ca) use diversity in their workforces to advantage and afford (b) requiring that material be included in, or excluded from,
employees equal opportunities to secure promotion and a report that is to be laid before Parliament; or
advancement in their employment; and (c) requiring the Commissioner to refrain from making a

(cb) afford employees reasonable avenues of redress against particular review or investigation; or

improper or unreasonable administrative decisions; and’.

No. 12. Page 4, line 20 (clause 5)—Leave out ‘, patronage and
unlawful discrimination’ and insert ‘and patronage’.

No. 13. Page 4, line 26 (clause 6)—Leave out ‘the Government

(d) requiring the Commissioner to declare, or refrain from
declaring, a particular association to be a recognised
organisation or to revoke, or refrain from revoking, such
a declaration.

and’. (3) A Ministerial direction to the Commissioner— -
No. 14. Page 4 (clause 6)—After line 30 insert new paragraph as (a) mudst be communicated to the Commissioner in writing;
follows: an

(b) must be included in the annual report of the Commis-
sioner.
No. 28. Page 12—Before line 1 insert new clause as follows:
Recognised organisations and right to make representations
to Commissioner o _ o
(5a) Before a recommendation is made to the Governor as to 22A. (1) If the Commissioner is of the opinion that an
amatter referred to in subsection (3) that will affect a significant ~ association registered under thedustrial and Employee
number of the members of a recognised organisation, the Relations Act 1994r under théndustrial Relations Act 1988f
Minister must, so far as is practicable— the Commonwealth represents the interests of a significant
(a) notify the organisation of the proposed recommendation; and humber of employees, the Commissioner must, by notice
(b) hear any representations or argument that the organisation Published in théSazette declare the association to be a recog-
may wish to present in relation to the proposed recommen- Nised organisation for the purposes of this Act. .
dation.’ (2) If the Commissioner is of the opinion that a recognised
No. 17. Page 7, line 24 (clause 12)—Leave out ‘four weeks’ and ~ ©rganisation has ceased to represent the interests of a significant
insert ‘three months'. number of employees, the Commissioner must, by notice
No. 18. Page 8, line 20 (clause 14)—After ‘objectives’ insert published in th&5azetterevoke a declaration under subsection
‘consistently with legislative requirements’. 1
No. 19. Page 8—After line 25 insert new clause as follows:

Right of recognised organisations to make representations to
Chief Executives

(f) observe all relevant legislative requirements.’

No. 15. Page 5, line 21 (clause 7)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and
insert ‘Commissioner’.
‘ol No. 16. Page 5 (clause 7)—After line 21 insert new subclause as
ollows:

(3) Before making a decision or determination, or taking
action, that will affect a significant number of the members of a
recognised organisation, the Commissioner must, so far as is

15A. (1) Before making a decision, or taking action, that will

affect a significant number of the members of a recognised
organisation, a Chief Executive must, so far as is practicable—

(a) notify the organisation of the proposed decision or action;
and

practicable—

(a) notify the organisation of the proposed decision, deter-
mination or action; and

(b) hear any representations or argument that the organisation
may wish to present in relation to the proposed decision,
determination or action.

(b) hear any representations or argument that the organisation
may wish to present in relation to the proposed decision
or action.

(2) Nothing in this section limits or restricts the carrying out
of a function or exercise of a power by a Chief Executive under.
this Act.

No. 20. Page 10, lines 6 to 8 (clause 18)—Leave out subclause
(3) and insert new subclause as follows:

(3) There is to be @Deputy Commissioner for Public No. 32. Page 12, line 11 (clause 23)—Leave out *, inquiry or
Employmentvho is also to be appointed by the Governor. appeal’ and ingert “or inquiry’.( ) » Inquiry

(4) The Deputy Commissioner is to act as Commissioner— ""n5 33, page 12, line 17 (clause 23)—After ‘object’ insert ‘that
() during a vacancy in the position of the Commissioner; ori relevant to the subject matter of the review, investigation or
(b) when the Commissioner is absent from, or unable toinquiry’.
discharge, official duties. L o No. 34. Page 12, lines 18 and 19 (clause 23)—Leave out
_No.21. Page 11, line 3 (clause 21)—After ‘issue’ insert ‘direc-questions truthfully’ and insert ‘truthfully questions that are relevant
tions and'. _ to the subject matter of the review, investigation or inquiry’.
No. 22. Page 11, line 15 (clause 21)—After ‘personnel manage- No. 35. Page 13, line 26 (clause 26)—After ‘personnel manage-
ment’ insert ‘and industrial relations’. ment’ insert ‘and industrial relations’.
No. 23. Page 11, line 17 (clause 21)—Leave out ‘personnel No. 36. Page 13, lines 28 to 32 (clause 26)—Leave out para-
management’ and insert ‘directions and or’. graphs(a) and(b) and insert new paragraph as follows:
No. 24. Page 11, line 19 (clause 21)—Leave out ‘and appeals”. (a) describe the extent of observance within the Public Service

(4) Nothing in this section limits or restricts the carrying out
og a function or exercise of a power by the Commissioner under
this Act.’

No. 29. Page 12, line 4 (clause 23)—After ‘personnel’ insert
management or industrial relations’.

No. 30. Page 12, line 8 (clause 23)—Leave out subparagirgph
No. 31. Page 12, line 10 (clause 23)—Leave out ‘or panel of
persons’.

No. 25. Page 11, line 23 (clause 21)—After ‘personnel manage- of—

ment’ insert ‘or industrial relations’. _ (i)  the personnel management standards contained in
No. 26. Page 11 (clause 21)—After line 28 insert new subclause Part 2; and

as follows: (i)  the personnel management guidelines and direc-

(2) The Commissioner’s directions—

(a) may be expressed to apply to all employees or particular
employees or classes of employees (including statutory
office holders with the powers and functions of a Chief
Executive under this Act); and

(b) are binding on the persons to whom they are expressed to
apply.’

No. 27. Page 11, lines 29 to 31 (clause 22)—Leave out the claug8).
and insert new clause as follows:
Extent to which Commissioner is subject to Ministerial direction

tions issued by the Commissioner; and
the provisions governing the use of contracts
relating to employment in non-executive positions
under Division 2 of Part 7,
and measures taken to ensure observance of those
standards, guidelines, directions and provisions;’.
No. 37. Page 14, lines 6 and 7 (clause 26)—Leave out subclause

(iii)

No. 38. Page 14—After line 9 insert new clause as follows:
Special reports
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26A. (1) The Commissioner may at any time submit a special

report to the Minister on matters relating to personnel manage(d)

ment or industrial relations in the Public Service or a part of the

Public Service.

(2) If the Commissioner becomes aware that significant
breaches or evasions of—

(a) the personnel management standards contained in Part 2;

or

(b) the personnel management guidelines or directions issued

by the Commissioner; or

(c) the provisions governing the use of contracts relating to

employment in non-executive positions under Division
2 of Part 7,

have occurred in an administrative unit, the Commissioner must

make a special report to the Minister describing the breaches or

evasions.

(3) On receipt of a special report under subsection (2), the
Minister must obtain a report from the Minister responsible for
the administrative unit dealing with the matters raised by the
Commissioner and describing any corrective measures taken by
the Chief Executive of the administrative unit.

(4) The Minister must, within 12 sitting days after receipt of
a special report under this section, cause copies of the report
(together with any further report obtained under subsection (3))
to be laid before each House of Parliament.’

No. 39. Page 15, line 4 (clause 27)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and
insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 40. Page 15 (clause 27)—After line 13 insert new subclause
as follows:

(1a) TheCommissioner may not make a determination relating
to the classes of positions that are to be executive posi-
tions if the determination would result in more than two
per cent of all positions in the Public Service becoming
executive positions.’

No. 41. Page 15, line 14 (clause 27)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and

insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 42. Page 15, line 18 (clause 27)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and
insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 43. Page 15 (clause 28)—After line 26 insert new subclause
as follows:

(4) No position may—

(a) be abolished while the position is occupied by an
employee; or
(b) have its remuneration level reduced while the position
is occupied by an employee except—
0] with the employee’s consent; or
(i) inorder to correct a clerical error made in the
course of the process of fixing or varying the
remuneration level of the position.’

No. 44. Page 16, lines 25 to 28 (clause 30)—Leave out subclause
3).
No. 45. Page 16 (clause 30)—After line 34 insert new subclauses
as follow:

(5a) lf—

(a) the executive is not reappointed to the position at the end

of a term of employment; and

(b) the contract does not provide that he or she is entitled to

some other specified appointment in that event; and

(c) immediately before the commencement of his or her first

term of employment in the position, the executive
occupied another position in the Public Service (the
employee’s ‘former position’),

the executive is entitled to be appointed (without any re-

quirement for selection processes to be conducted) to a

position in the Public Service with a remuneration level the

same as, or at least equivalent to, that of his or her former
position.

(5b) If an employee is appointed as required by subsection
(5a) to a position that is an executive position, the conditions of
his or her employment will not be required to be subject to a
contract under this section (except in the event that he or she is
appointed to another executive position).’

No. 46. Page 17, line 6 (clause 31)—After ‘other than’ insert
‘Part 2 and’.

No. 47. Page 17, lines 7 to 24 (clause 32)—Leave out the clause.

No. 48. Page 17, line 33 (clause 33)—After ‘objectives’ insert
‘consistently with legislative requirements’.

No. 49. Page 18, line 9 (clause 36)—Leave out ‘the directions of
the Minister’ and insert ‘this section’.

No. 50. Page 18, lines 20 to 23 (clause 36)—Leave out paragraph
No. 51. Page 18, line 28 (clause 36)—After ‘Act’ insert ‘(other

than Part 2)'.

No. 52. Page 18 (clause 36)—After line 28 insert new subclause

as follows:

(4) Conditions of employment may not be made subjectto a
contract under this section except—

(a) in the case of a temporary or casual position; or

(b) with the Commissioner’s approval—

0] in the case of a position required for the carry-
ing out of a project of limited duration; or

(i)  where special conditions need to be offered in
respect of a position to secure or retain the
services of a suitable person; or

(iii)  in other cases of a special or exceptional kind

prescribed by regulation.
No. 53. Page 19—After line 2 insert new Division as follows:
DIVISION 3—APPOINTMENT PROCEDURES AND
PROMOTION APPEALS
Appointment procedures

37A. (1) This section applies to an appointment to a position
that is required to be made as a consequence of selection
procedures conducted on the basis of merit.

(2) A Chief Executive may, for the purpose of filling a
position—

(a) cause applications to be sought and an applicant selected
on the basis of merit in accordance with the regulations;
or

(b) if a pool of applicants has been established under sub-
section (3) for the purpose of filling positions of a class
to which the position belongs—cause an applicant to be
selected on the basis of merit in accordance with the
regulations from amongst applicants in the pool.

(3) A Chief Executive may, with the approval of the Commis-
sioner, for the purpose of filling positions of a class prescribed
by regulation—

(a) cause applications to be sought in accordance with the

regulations; and

(b) cause selections to be made on the basis of merit in
accordance with the regulations for the purpose of
establishing a pool of applicants from which further
selections may be made to fill positions of that class as
from time to time required.

(4) If an applicant selected for a position is not an employee,
the Chief Executive may proceed directly to appoint the person
to the position.

o (5) If an applicant selected for a position is an employee,
then—

(a) in a case where no other employee applied for the position
or the Chief Executive is authorised by the regulations to
do so—the Chief Executive may proceed directly to
appoint the person to the position;

(b) in any other case—the Chief Executive must first nomi-
nate the person for appointment to the position.

(6) The Chief Executive may withdraw a nomination for
appointment to a position at any time before appointment of the
nominee if—

(a) the nominee requests in writing that the nomination be

withdrawn; or

(b) the Commissioner approves withdrawal of the nomina-
tions,

and, in the event of such withdrawal, another applicant may be
selected for appointment to the position.
Promotion appeals

37B. (1) Where an employee has been nominated for
appointment to a position, any other employee who applied for
the position and is eligible for appointment to the position may,
within seven days after the publication of the notice of nomina-
tion, appeal to the Promotion and Grievance Appeals Tribunal
against the nomination.

(2) An appeal against a nomination may only be made on one
or more of the following grounds:

(a) that the employee nominated is not eligible for appoint-

ment to the position; or

(b) that the selection processes leading to the nomination
were affected by nepotism or patronage or were otherwise
not properly based on assessment of the respective merits
of the applicants; or
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(c) that there was some other serious irregularity in the

selection processes,
and may not be made merely on the basis that the Tribunal
should redetermine the respective merits of the appellant and the
employee nominated.

(3) The Tribunal may, if of the opinion that an appeal is
frivolous or vexatious, decline to entertain the appeal.

(4) Where, on an appeal under this section, the Tribunal is
satisfied that there has been some serious irregularity in the
selection processes leading to the nomination such that it would
be unreasonable for the nomination to stand, the Tribunal may—

(a) set aside the nomination; and

(b) order that the selection processes be recommenced from
Lhe bleginning or some later stage specified by the Tri-

unal.

(5) For the purposes of this section—

(a) aperson is not eligible for appointment to a position if the
person does not have qualifications determined by the
Commissioner to be essential in respect of the position;
and

(b) a determination by the Chief Executive seeking to fill a

Public Service (whether in the same or another adminis-
trative unit) but that it is not practicable to do so in the
circumstances of the case; and

(c) that reasonable consultations have taken place with the

appropriate recognised organisation,
the Commissioner may—
(d) transfer the employee to another position in the Public
Service with a lower remuneration level; or

(e) recommend to the Governor that the employee’s em-

ployment in the Public Service be terminated.

(3) The Governor may, on the recommendation of the
Commissioner under this section, terminate an employee’s
employment in the Public Service.

(4) If an employee is transferred under this section to a
position with a lower remuneration level, the employee is entitled
to supplementation of the employee’s remuneration in accord-
ance with the relevant provisions of an award or enterprise or
industrial agreement or, if there is no award or enterprise or
industrial agreement covering the matter, in accordance with a
scheme prescribed by the regulations.’

No. 61. Page 23, lines 12 and 13 (clause 45)—Leave out ‘jointly

position that specific qualifications, experience or otherpy the Chief Executive and the Chief Executive of the other unit, or
attributes are essential or desirable in respect of they the Minister’ and insert ‘by the Commissioner in consultation
position will be binding on the Tribunal. i with the Chief Executive of the other unit.
(6) Where an employee has been nominated for appointment N 62. Page 23, lines 15 and 16 (clause 45)—Leave out ‘the
to a position and no other employee is entitled to appeal ohief Executive may terminate the employee’s employment in the
successfully appeals against the nomination, the nominee mup{p|ic Service’ and insert ‘the Commissioner may recommend to the

be appointed to the position. . ) Governor that the employee’s employment in the Public Service be
(7) The regulations may make provision with respect toterminated..

entitlement to appeal against a nomination under this section.

(8) Nothing in this section prevents a Chief Executive or theg

Commissioner from attempting to resolve by conciliation a
matter the subject of an appeal under this section prior to the
commencement of the hearing of the appeal.’

No. 54. Page 20, line 8 (clause 38)—Leave out ‘jointly by’ and
insert ‘by the Commissioner in consultation with’.

No. 55. Page 20, lines 9 to 11 (clause 38)—Leave out subclause
3).
No. 56. Page 20, lines 12 to 17 (clause 38)—Leave out subclau
(4) and insert new subclause as follows:

(4) Promotion of an employee to a higher remuneration leve
through assignment under this section—
(a) may be made only subject to conditions determined by th
Commissioner; and
(b) may continue only for up to 12 months or such longer
period not exceeding three years as the Commissioner
may allow in a particular case.

No. 57. Page 20, line 32 (clause 39)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and
insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 58. Page 21, line 7 (clause 41)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and
insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 59. Page 21, lines 14 and 15 (clause 42)—Leave out ‘Chief
Executive of the administrative unit in which the employee was
employed’ and insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 60. Page 21, lines 23 to 38, and page 22, lines 1 to 8 (clause
44)—Leave out the clause and insert new clause as follows:

Excess employees

44, (1) If the Chief Executive of an administrative unit is
satisfied—

(a) that— ,

0] the services of an employee have become under®"
utilised; or

(ii)
cannot perform, the duties of his or her position,

because of—

(i)  changes in technology or work methods or in the
organisation or nature or extent of operations of
the administrative unit; or

(iv) loss of a qualification that is necessary for the

performance or proper performance of the duties;
and 8
(b) that it is not practicable to assign the employee under

No. 63. Page 23 (clause 45)—After line 16 insert new subclause

follows:

(5a) The Governor may, on the recommendation of the
Commissioner under this section, terminate an employee’s
employment in the Public Service.

No. 64. Page 23, lines 35 and 36 (clause 46)—Leave out

subparagraph (ii).

No. 65. Page 24, lines 13 and 14 (clause 46)—Leave out ‘jointly

by the Chief Executive and the Chief Executive of the other unit, or
the Minister’ and insert ‘by the Commissioner in consultation
}Nith the Chief Executive of the other unit.’

No. 66. Page 24, lines 16 and 17 (clause 46)—Leave out ‘the

Chief Executive may terminate the employee’s employment in the
%ublic Service’ and insert ‘the Commissioner may recommend to the
Governor that the employee’s employment in the Public Service be
terminated.

No. 67. Page 24, lines 22 and 23 (clause 46)—Leave out

subclause (4) and insert new subclauses as follow:

(4) An employee must be given not less than 14 days’ notice
in writing of a decision to transfer the employee or recommend
that the employee’'s employment in the Public Service be
terminated under this section.

(4a) If, within the period referred to in subsection (4), the
employee appeals to the Promotion and Grievance Appeals
Tribunal against the decision, the decision is suspended until the
determination of the appeal.

(4b) The Governor may, on the recommendation of the
Commissioner under this section, terminate an employee’s
employment in the Public Service.

No. 68. Page 26, line 33 (clause 52)—After ‘period’ insert ‘with

No. 69. Page 27, lines 3 to 7 (clause 52)—Leave out paragraphs

an employee is no longer required to perform, or (€)10 (9) and insert new paragraph as follows:

(e) recommend to the Governor—

0] that the employee be transferred to some other
position in the Public Service with a lower re-
muneration level; or

(i)  thatthe employee’s employment in the Public

Service be terminated.’
No. 70. Page 27, lines 14 to 16 (clause 52)—Leave out subclause

'No. 71. Page 27, line 17 (clause 52)—After ‘taking’ insert ‘or

Division 1 to another position in the administrative unit, recommending’.

the Chief Executive must refer the matter to the Commissioner.

No. 72. Page 27, line 19 (clause 52)—After ‘take’ insert ‘or

(2) If a matter is referred to the Commissioner underrecommend’.

subsection (1) and the Commissioner is satisfied—
(a) as to the matters referred to in subsectiorig}t Jand

the employee under Division 1 to another position in the

No. 73. Page 27 (clause 52)—After line 22 insert new subclause

as follows:
(b) that all reasonable endeavours have been made to assign

(11) The Governor may, on the recommendation of the Chief
Executive under this section—



Wednesday 5 April 1995 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2173

(a) transfer an employee to some other position in the Public
Service with a lower remuneration level; or
(b) terminate an employee’s employment in the Public (b) that is of a class excluded by regulation from appeal under
Service.’ this section.
No. 74. Page 27, lines 33 to 35 (clause 53)—Leave out paragraph No. 84. Page 30, lines 10 to 13 (clause 58)—Leave out the
(e)and insert new paragraph as follows: clause.

(e) recommend to the Commissioner that the employee be  No. 85. Page 30, lines 14 to 35 (clause 59)—Leave out the
transferred to a position in another administrative unitclause.

(a) that is appealable under some other provision of this Act;
or

with the same remuneration level;’

No. 86. Page 30, lines 36 to 40 (clause 60)—Leave out the

No. 75. Page 28, lines 4 to 6 (clause 53)—Leave out subclausgause.

(3) and insert new subclause as follows:
(3) The Commissioner may, on the recommendation of the

No. 87. Page 31, lines 1 to 12 (clause 61)—Leave out the clause.
No. 88. Page 31, lines 13 to 15 (clause 62)—Leave out the

Chief Executive under this section, transfer an employee to @jause.

position in another administrative unit with the same remu-

neration level.’ cl
No. 76. Page 28, line 20 (clause 53)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and

insert ‘Commissioner’.

6
No. 77. Page 28, lines 34 to 39 (clause 54)—Leave out para-

graphs(a), (b) and(c) and the passage ‘may—' preceding those
paragraphs and insert ‘may recommend to the Governor—

(a) that the employee be transferred to some other positiofg,
in the Public Service with a lower remuneration level; or g*
(b) that the employee’s employment in the Public Service be,

terminated.’

No. 78. Page 29, lines 1 to 3 (clause 54)—Leave out subclausgy;

@
‘recommending’.

No. 80. Page 29, line 6 (clause 54)—Leave out ‘take’ and inser
‘recommend’.

as follows:

No. 89. Page 31, lines 16 to 32 (clause 63)—Leave out the

ause

use.
No. 90. Page 31, lines 33 to 38, and page 32, lines 1to 4 (clause

4)—Leave out the clause.

No. 91. Page 32, lines 5 to 8 (clause 65)—Leave out the clause.
No. 92. Page 32, lines 9 to 18 (clause 66)—Leave out the clause.
No. 93. Page 34, lines 8 and 9 (clause 70)—Leave out ‘the Chief

ecutive of an administrative unit would be empowered under Part
o transfer an employee’ and insert ‘an employee is liable to be
ansferred under Part 8'.

No. 94. Page 34, lines 9 and 10 (clause 70)—Leave out
nister’ (twice occurring) and insert, in each case,

No. 79. Page 29, line 4 (clause 54)—Leave out ‘taking’ and insertCommISSIoner .

No. 95. Page 34, line 18 (clause 70)—Leave out ‘Minister may,

gthe Minister’ and insert ‘Commissioner may, if the Commissioner’.

No. 96. Page 34, line 25 (clause 70)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and

No. 81. Page 29 (clause 54)—After line 8 insert new subclausc's-nsert Commissioner'.

No. 97. Page 34, line 26 (clause 70)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and

(5) The Governor may, on the recommendation of the Chie1msert Commissioner'.

Executive under this section—
(a) transfer an employee to some other position in the Publi
Service with a lower remuneration level; or
(b) terminate an employee’s employment in the Public
Service.
No. 82. Page 29—After line 8 insert new clause as follows:
Disciplinary appeals
54A. (1) An employee may, within 14 days after receiving
notice of a decision that the employee is liable to disciplinary
action or a decision as to disciplinary action to be taken or
recommended in respect of the employee under this Division,
appeal to the Disciplinary Appeals Tribunal against the decision.
(2) The Tribunal may, on an appeal under this section—
(a) affirm the decision subject to the appeal;

(b) set aside the decision subject to the appeal and substitute

a decision that should have been made in the first in-
stance;
(c) make any consequential or ancillary orders.

(3) If an appellant succeeds in an appeal under this section,

the Tribunal may order costs against the Crown.
(4) An employee does not have a right of appeal under this
section against a decision recommending disciplinary action

because the employee has been convicted of an indictable

offence.

No. 98. Page 34 (clause 71)—After line 31 insert new subclause

@s follows:

(2a) Appointments may not be made under this section so that
at any time the number of persons so employed exceeds one per
cent of all employees in the Public Service.

No. 99. Page 34 (clause 71)—After line 34 insert new subclauses

as follow:

(4) The Premier must cause a report to be prepared not less
frequently than once every 12 months setting out with respect to
each Minister—

(a) details of all appointments made to the Minister’s per-
sonal staff under this section (other than those described
in previous reports under this section); and

(b) the number of persons for the time being employed on the
Minister’'s personal staff under this section; and

(c) the remuneration and other conditions of appointment of
each person for the time being employed on the Minis-
ter's personal staff under this section.

(5) A report under subsection (4) must—

(a) be published in th&azettenext issued after preparation
of the report; and

(b) be laid before each House of Parliament within six sitting
days after preparation of the report.’

No. 100. Page 34, line 36 (clause 72)—Leave out ‘Minister’

No. 83. Page 29, lines 22 to 36, and page 30, lines 1 to 9 (claudéwice occurring) and insert, in each case, ‘Commissioner’.

57)—Leave out the clause and insert new clause as follows:
Grievance appeals
57. (1) An employee who is aggrieved by an administrative

No. 101. Page 36, line 34 (clause 79)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and

insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 102. Page 37, lines 11 to 21 (clause 82)—Leave out the

decision that directly affects the employee may appeal to thélause.

Promotion and Grievance Appeals Tribunal against the decision.

No. 103. Page 38, line 17 (Schedule 1)—Leave out ‘a Minister

(2) Nothing in this section prevents a Chief Executive or theto the’ and insert ‘the Premier to a'.

Commissioner from attempting to resolve by conciliation a

No. 104. Page 39, line 15 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’

matter the subject of an appeal under this section prior to th@nd insert ‘Commissioner’.

commencement of the hearing of the appeal.
(3) The Tribunal may, if of the opinion—
(a) that an appeal is frivolous or vexatious; or

No. 105. Page 39, line 17 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’

and insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 106. Page 40, line 7 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and

(o) that an appellant has not fully explored avenues forinsert ‘Commissioner’.

review or redress available within the administrative unit
in which the appellant is employed,
decline to entertain the appeal.
(4) The Tribunal may, on an appeal under this section—
(a) affirm the decision subject to the appeal; or

No. 107. Page 40, line 8 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and

insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 108. Page 40, line 11 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’

and insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 109. Page 40, line 12 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’

(b) give any directions that are, in the opinion of the Tribunal, and insert ‘Commissioner’.

necessary or desirable to redress the grievance.

(5) An employee does not have a right of appeal under thisMinister’

section against a decision—

No. 110. Page 40, lines 15 and 16 (Schedule 2)—Leave out
(twice occurring) and insert, in each case,

‘Commissioner’.
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No. 111. Page 40, line 23 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’
and insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 112. Page 41, line 6 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and
insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 113. Page 41, line 7 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and
insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 114. Page 41, line 9 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and
insert ‘Commissioner-. , (c) is removed from office by the Governor on the ground

No. 115. Page 41, line 10 (Schedule 2)—After ‘employees’ insert of—
‘so as to authorise the establishment of a pool of sick leave credits @)
for the benefit of any member of the group who has a longer term

instrument of appointment and, at the end of a term of office, is
eligible for reappointment.

(7) A person ceases to be Presiding Officer or Deputy
Presiding Officer of the Promotion and Grievance Appeals
Tribunal if the person—

(a) completes a term of office and is not reappointed; or

(b) resigns by written notice addressed to the Minister; or

misconduct; or

absence due to sickness or injury’. 8:?) i';i%;‘:teotgﬂgg?z?ror
No. 116. Page 41, lines 16 and 17 (Schedule 2)—Leave out . p g . -
‘Minister’ (twice occurring) and insert, in each case, (iv)  mental or physical incapacity to carry out official
‘Commissioner’. ) dutles, or . o .
No. 117. Page 41, lines 21 and 22 (Schedule 2)—Leave out (d) is convicted of an offence punishable by imprisonment;
or

‘Minister’ (twice occurring) and insert, in each case,
‘Commissioner’.
No. 118. Page 41, line 27 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’

and insert ‘Commissioner’.

(e) becomes a member, or a candidate for election as a
member, of the Parliament of the State or the
Commonwealth.

‘Minister’
‘Commissioner’.

No. 119. Page 41, line 31 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’

and insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 120. Page 41, line 32 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’

and insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 121. Page 42, line 4 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and

insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 122. Page 42, line 11 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’

and insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 123. Page 42, line 21 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’

and insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 124. Page 42, line 24 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’

and insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 125. Page 42, line 32 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’

and insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 126. Page 43, line 17 (Schedule 2)—Leave out ‘Minister’

and insert ‘Commissioner’.

No. 127. Page 43, lines 27 and 28 (Schedule 2)—Leave out
(twice occurring) and insert, in each case,

No. 128. Page 43—After line 34 insert new Schedule as follows:
SCHEDULE 2A

Promotion and Grievance Appeals Tribunal and Disciplinary
Appeals Tribunal

Promotion and Grievance Appeals Tribunal and Disciplinary

Appeals Tribunal

1. (1) The following Tribunals are established:

(a) thePromotion and Grievance Appeals Tribupahd

(b) the Disciplinary Appeals Tribunal

(2) Except where the contrary intention appears, the re-
maining provisions of this schedule apply in relation to both the
Promotion and Grievance Appeals Tribunal and the Disciplinary
Appeals Tribunal.

Appointment of Presiding Officer and Deputy Presiding Officer

2. (1) The Governor may appoint—

@a Séjitable person to be Presiding Officer of the Tribunal;

an

(b) a suitable person to be Deputy Presiding Officer of the

Tribunal.

(2) Before the Governor makes an appointment under
subclause (1), the Minister must invite representations from
recognised organisations on the proposed appointment.

(3) A person is not eligible to be appointed as Presiding
Officer or Deputy Presiding Officer of the Disciplinary Appeals
Tribunal unless that person is a member or a former member of
the judiciary of the State or the Commonwealth.

(4) A person is not eligible to be appointed as Presiding
Officer or Deputy Presiding Officer of the Promotion and
Grievance Appeals Tribunal—

(a) if the person is an employee; or

(b) unless the person has, in the opinion of the Governor,

appropriate knowledge and experience of principles and
practices of personnel management in the public sector.

(5) In the absence of the Presiding Officer of the Tribunal, or
if there is temporarily no Presiding Officer of the Tribunal, the
Deputy Presiding Officer has all the powers and functions of the
Presiding Officer.

(6) A Presiding Officer or Deputy Presiding Officer of the
Tribunal is to be appointed for a term of office (not exceeding
five years) determined by the Governor and specified in the

(8) A person ceases to be Presiding Officer or Deputy
Presiding Officer of the Disciplinary Appeals Tribunal if the
person—

(a) completes a term of office and is not reappointed; or

(b) resigns by written notice addressed to the Minister; or

(c) ceases to be a member of the judiciary.

(9) A person who ceases to be Presiding Officer or Deputy
Presiding Officer of the Tribunal on completion of a term of
office, on resignation under this clause, or on retirement or
resignation as a member of the judiciary, may continue to actin
the relevant office for the purpose of completing the hearing and
determination of proceedings part-heard at the completion of the
term of office, or at the time of the retirement or resignation.
Panels of nominees

3. (1) For the purpose of constituting the Tribunal there is to
be—

(a) a panel of employees nominated by the Commissioner;

and

(b) a panel of employees nominated by recognised organisa-

tions.

(2) The Minister may from time to time invite the recognised
organisations to nominate employees to constitute the panel
referred to in subclause (b).

(3) If a recognised organisation fails to make a nomination
in response to an invitation under subclause (2) within the time
allowed in the invitation, the Minister may choose employees
instead of nominees of the recognised organisation and any
employees so chosen are to be taken to have been nominated to
the relevant panel.

(4) A person ceases to be a member of a panel if the person—

(a) ceases to be an employee; or

(b) resigns by notice in writing addressed to the Minister; or

(c) is removed from the panel by the Minister on the ground

of misconduct, neglect of duty, incompetence or mental
or physical incapacity to carry out official duties; or

(d) has completed a period of two years as a member of the

panel since being nominated, or last renominated, as a
member of the panel, and is not renominated to the panel.

(5) A person who ceases to be a member of a panel on
retirement or resignation from the Public Service, on resignation
under this clause, or on completion of a period of two years as
a member of the panel, may continue as a member of the panel
for the purpose of completing the hearing and determination of
proceedings of the Tribunal part-heard at the completion of the
period as a member, or at the time of the retirement or resigna-
tion.

Constitution of Tribunal and divisions of Tribunal
4. (1) For the purpose of hearing and determining any
proceedings, the Tribunal is to be constituted of—
(a) the Presiding Officer or Deputy Presiding Officer of the
Tribunal; and

(b) amember of the panel of nominees of the Commissioner
selected by the Presiding Officer for the purpose of those
proceedings; and

(c) a member of the panel of nominees of recognised or-

ganisations selected for the purpose of those proceed-
ings—
0] by the appellant; or
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(i)  ifthere are two or more appellants and they do not
agree on the selection of a nominee—by the
Presiding Officer.

(2) The Presiding Officer, if of the opinion that it is expedient
that separate divisions of the Tribunal should be constituted, may
direct that the Tribunal sit in separate divisions.

(3) A division of the Tribunal is to be constituted in ac-
cordance with subclause (1).

(4) Separate divisions of the Tribunal may sit contempora-
neously to hear separate proceedings.

Procedure at meetings of Tribunal

5. (1) The Presiding Officer or Deputy Presiding Officer of
the Tribunal must preside at the hearing of any proceedings by
the Tribunal.

(2) The Presiding Officer or Deputy Presiding Officer of the
Disciplinary Appeals Tribunal must decide any question of law
arising in proceedings before that Tribunal but any other decision
in which any two or more members of the Tribunal concur is a
decision of the Tribunal.

(3) A decision in which any two or more members of the
Promotion and Grievance Appeals Tribunal concur is a decision
of that Tribunal.

Employee not subject to direction

6. A member of the Tribunal who is an employee is not
subject to direction as an employee in respect of the performance
of duties as a member of the Tribunal.

Secretary to Tribunal

7. There is to be a Secretary to the Tribunal.

Principles upon which Promotion and Grievance Appeals
Tribunal is to act

8. In proceedings under this Act, the Promotion and Griev-
ance Appeals Tribunal—

(a)is to act according to equity, good conscience and the

substantial merits of the case without regard to technicali-
ties and legal forms; and

(b) who has been served with a summons to produce a record
or object fails without reasonable excuse to comply with
the summons; or

(c) misbehaves before the Tribunal, wilfully insults the
Tribunal or a member of the Tribunal or interrupts the
proceedings of the Tribunal; or

(d) refuses to be sworn or to affirm, or to answer a relevant
guestion when required to do so by the Tribunal,

the person is guilty of an offence.
Penalty: Division 6 fine.

(3) A person is not obliged to answer a question or to produce
a record or object (other than a record or object of the Govern-
ment) under this clause if to do so would tend to incriminate the
person of an offence.

(4) In the course of proceedings, the Tribunal may—

(a) receive in evidence a transcript of evidence in proceed-
ings before a court or tribunal and draw any conclusions
of fact from the evidence that it considers proper; or

(b) adopt any findings, decision or judgment of a court or
tribunal that may be relevant to the proceedings.

Witness fees

12. A person who appears as a witness in proceedings before
the Tribunal is entitled to reimbursement of expenses in
accordance with the regulations.
Reasons for decision

13. At the conclusion of an appeal, the Tribunal must, at the
request of a party to the appeal, furnish the party with a statement
of the reasons for the Tribunal’s decision on the appeal.
Report on proceedings of the Tribunal

14. (1) The Presiding Officer of the Tribunal must, within
three months after the end of each financial year, report to the
Minister on the work of the Tribunal during that financial year.

(2) The Minister must, within 12 sitting days after receipt of
a report under this clause, cause copies of the report to be laid
before each House of Parliament.’
No. 129. Page 45, lines 6 and 7 (Schedule 3)—Leave out

(b) is not bound by any rules of evidence, but may inform parﬁgrapl(b).

itself on any matter in such manner as it thinks fit.
Notice of proceedings, etc.

9. (1) The Presiding Officer or the Secretary to the Tribunal
must give a party to proceedings before the Tribunal reasonablé
notice of the time and place at which the Tribunal is to hear thos
proceedings.

(2) The Commissioner is to be treated as a party to all
proceedings before the Tribunal.

(3) A party must be afforded a reasonable opportunity to call

0. 130. Page 45, lines 18 to 20 (Schedule 3)—Leave out

paragrapk{c).

No. 131. Page 46, line 21 (Schedule 3)—Leave out ‘four weeks’

nd insert ‘three months’.

No. 132. Page 46, lines 34 to 42, and page 47, lines 1 to 3

€Schedule 3)—Leave out clause 11 and insert new clause as follows:

Tribunals continued

11. The Disciplinary Appeals Tribunal and the Promotion and
Grievance Appeals Tribunal as constituted under the repealed
Actimmediately before the commencement of this Act continue

or give evidence, to examine or cross-examine witnesses, andto as the same Tribunals subject to this Act.

make submissions to the Tribunal.

No. 133. Page 47 (Schedule 3)—After line 13 insert new clause

(4) If a party does not attend at the time and place fixed byas follows:
the notice, the Tribunal may hear the proceedings in the absence Interaction with Superannuation legislation

of that party.
Representation

10. (1) Subject to subclause (2), a person is entitled to appear
personally, or by representative, in proceedings before the
Tribunal.

(2) A person is not entitled to be represented by a legal
practitioner except in proceedings before the Disciplinary
Appeals Tribunal.

Powers of the Tribunal

11. (1) In the exercise of its powers or functions under this
Act, the Tribunal may—

(a) by summons signed on behalf of the Tribunal by a
member of the Tribunal, or the Secretary to the Tribunal,
require the attendance before the Tribunal of any person;
and

(b) by summons signed on behalf of the Tribunal by a

15. (1) Termination of an employee’s employment in the
Public Service under Division 4 of Part 8 is to be taken to
constitute retrenchment for the purposes of$@erannuation
Act 1988 theSuperannuation (Benefit Scheme) Act 189@the
Southern State Superannuation Act 1994

(2) Termination of an employee’s employment in the Public
Service under Division 5 of Part 8 is to be taken to constitute
termination on account of or on the ground of invalidity for the
purposes of th&uperannuation Act 198&e Superannuation
(Benefit Scheme) Act 1988d theSouthern State Superannua-
tion Act 1994

(3) Termination of employee’s employment in the Public
Service under Division 6 of Part 8 is to be taken to constitute
termination on the ground of incompetence for the purposes of
the Superannuation Act 1988

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Before dealing with the

member of the Tribunal, or the Secretary to the Tribunal,| egislative Council's amendments, | will make a few brief

require the production of any record or object; and

(c) require a person to make an oath or affirmation to answer
truthfully all questions put by the Tribunal, or a person
appearing before the Tribunal; and

remarks to help members understand the process that we are
moving through. From the outset, let me say that a great deal
of work has been done since the other place considered this

(d) require a person appearing before the Tribunal to answematter. Discussions have been held between the various
relevant questions put by a member of the Tribunal or byparties involved, including the Public Service Association, so

a person appearing before the Tribunal.
(2) Subject to subclause (3), if a person—

itis appropriate that | make a brief statement to the Commit-

(a) who has been served with a summons to attend before th e.

Tribunal fails without reasonable excuse to attend in
obedience to the summons; or

When [l introduced this Bill on 2 November last year, my

aims for the new legislation were for South Australia to have
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an effective and efficient managerial framework whichstate of public sector management at least one major step
provided for, first, significantly greater managerial flexibility; beyond the Government Management and Employment Act.
secondly, more authority and accountability for managersin  The Government would like to see much more change, but
the public sector; thirdly, a clear set of standards andne has to be realistic and recognise the weight of the
objectives for public sector organisations and managergsiumbers in the Legislative Council. Some progress is better
including the chief executive officers, and for employeesthan no progress at all and therefore | support the agreement
throughout the public sector; fourthly, an environment whergeached at officer level with the Public Service Association.
management and employees could work together productivét- is my understanding that both the Opposition and the
ly without excessive red tape and formality; fifthly, Democrats also support the agreement reached. | must
performance-based employment contracts for chief executiveonfess that there was a time when | was somewhat pessi-
officers and for other executives; and, finally, a simplifiedmistic about the ability of the Public Service Association, the
appeals procedure. Opposition and the Democrats to agree on worthwhile change
All the above' except for the last point, will be achievedin relation to the Bill. | am therefore de“ghted that, fOIlOWing

if this House and the Legislative Council accept the amendteconsideration of some of its proposals, the Government is
ments that | will put to the Committee. As members wouldNOW In @ position to put forward a series of amendments that
be aware, the Legislative Council accepted many amendive effect to the agreement reached. | commend these
ments proposed by the Opposition and the Democrats. |ﬂmendments_t_o the Committee and | seek the formal support
essence, these amendments restored the provisions of ®fethe Opposition. ) o
Government Management and Employment Act. Acceptance Mr CLARKE:  In responding to the Premier’s invitation,
of all those amendments by the Committee would mean thagt me say that the Opposition will support these amendments,

little if any progress would have been made in the area opoth in respect of the House of Assembly and the Legislative
pub“c sector management in South Australia. Council. | do not want to take up too much time of the

For instance, in relation to appeals, | proposed a simple y&ommlittee W.ith respect to this matter as therg Is agreement,
i : so | will confine my comments to this point in time and,

effective system that provided for chief executive officers . . X
less in introducing amendments the Premier provokes me

directly to address the concerns of employees. Where tho A Ki tort. 1 will be silent ttoai i
concerns could not be resolved, there was provision for thE!'© Making aretort, 1 will be siient exceptio give my assen

Commissioner for Public Employment—an independenfo each of the amendments set out in the document before all
statutory officer—to ensure that an independent seconﬁ‘embers of Fhe Committee.

hearing was provided and appropriate judgment made. Bot In e_ndorsmg the _amendments that are now before the
the Opposition and the Democrats have rejected this idea aéf)mm!t?ee, | would like to say couple of things. When the

I understand that the Public Service Association at the samgPPOsItion adopted its position on the orlglnall Bill as
time had significant concerns about this proposal. In my t_roduced, we sought to maintain a number of important
view, these concerns were completely unfounded as th/InciPles, one of which—most important of all—was the

proposals contained in the Bill do not undermine the right ofnaintenance of a Public Service that was free from political
employees to appeal nor do they deny them access to erference. We regarded that as the absolute cornerstone of

independent appeals body. our opposition to the Government’s original Bill. | will not

! beli h h misinf ion has b id Ogo through our objections at that time: they have been well
elieve that much misinformation has been providedy,.,,mented in very extensive style both in this House and in
about this proposal. | am disappointed that it is not possibl

" fhe other place. However, in our view the maintenance of a
to persuade the Opposition, the Democrats and the Publ litically independent Public Service was absolutely crucial.

Service Association to accept a system that | believe is mucp, | pleased to see that as a result of the amendments the

more in keeping with our current and anticipated needsy,yenendence and political independence of our public
However, maintenance of the current system will not caus ervants is again guaranteed.

any unbearable burden. It simply means that in respect of 5|5 of great importance was the maintenance of an

appeals this S_tr?tﬁ' in terms of public sector management, j§yependent appeals mechanism for public servants. Again,
not moving with the times. N that is absolutely vital to ensure protection for public servants
Other amendments moved by the Opposition and thggainst cronyism or abuse of office by those in more senior
Democrats in the Legislative Council have strengthened thgositions. That is not simply to protect a person’s job or
role of the Commissioner for Public Employment and haveposition but, more particularly and more importantly, if we

cut across the Government's proposals for contracts fdfave an independent Public Service and public servants who
executives and officers. Again, whilst | understand the stancgre not afraid for their job as a result of giving frank and

of the Public Service Association and therefore the positiomeariess advice to political masters, we as a community
adopted by the Opposition and the Democrats, | have to pienefit from that type of environment.
on record that, in softening the proposals of the original Bill,  We have been successful in all those aims through these
South Australia is once again forced to accept a less thagmendments. In addition, in a curious way we have ensured
desirable option. that the Government maintained its election promise of 1993
Any arrangement can be made to work. The real questionsot to repeal the Government Management and Employment
are: is it the best and, if not, what is the cost of compromiseAct. Whilst this legislation achieves that, for all intents and
what is its long-term impact; will it put us in the best possiblepurposes the intentions and safeguards inherent in that Act
competitive position; and will the arrangement carry thisare replicated in this new Public Sector Management Bill.
State into the future? Since the Legislative Council has dealt We appreciate that this is to some significant degree a loss
with the Bill there has been considerable discussion involvingor some members of the bureaucracy—particularly those
all the parties, including the Public Service Association. | anmbrought in from the private sector by this Government who
pleased to be able to report that agreements have bebave had a desire to turn the State Public Service into a giant
reached on a number of important amendments that move tlBHP run along private sector lines and principles. This has
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been a significant setback for them and one from which we Motion carried.

trust they will learn and keep in mind in relation to any ~ Amendment No. 19:

further legislation that might come before the Parliamentin  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

the present term of this Government in so far as the public  That the Legislative Council’s amendment No. 19 be agreed to
sector is concerned. Both the Opposition and, no doubt, theith the following amendments:

Australian Democrats will be vigilant, as we have been to Leave out from proposed clause 15A(1) ‘the members of a
date on this Bill, in ensuring the protection of the rights of"€c0gnised organisation’ and insert ‘employees'.

public servants and, in particular, the maintenance of their Ser{f ave out paragrap) of proposed clause 15A(1) and in-

political independence. ‘(a) give notice of the proposed decision or action—
Whilst there is a number of ex-Employers’ Federation (i) to the employees; and

people who hold senior positions within the Government who (i) ifa Slgn'flgant number of _t”hg mfefmbeéSbOfﬁ

may see this as a loss for them, I trust that they will learn Ler(c)%%rggg Oé%ac?s'?ggong‘r" a%ﬁoﬁieto ytaee

from their experience. If they do so, that will be to the benefit organisation; and.

of this State as a whole. After ‘argument that' in proposed clause 15A(1) insert ‘repre-

In conclusion, | pay tribute to my colleagues in another ~ sentatives of the employees or'.

place and also to the Australian Democrats: by joining forces Motion carried.

we have ensured that sanity has prevailed with respect to this Amendments Nos 20 to 22:

issue. As the Minister for Primary Industries would pointout, The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

I do not often praise the Australian Democrats, but with  1hat the Legislative Council's amendments Nos 20 to 22 be

respect to this legislation we were shoulder to shoulder angdgreed to.

saw things in much the same way. Unfortunately, | doubt \otion carried.

whether that will continue on every piece of legislation that  Amendment No. 23:

will come before the Parliament, but we will deal withthese  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

problems on a case by case ‘?a$'5- . That the Legislative Council’s amendment No. 23 be agreed to
| also extend my appreciation to negotiators for theyth the following amendment:

Government, in the person of the head of the Department of Leave out from the words to be inserted ‘or’.

the Premier and Cabinet, who negotiated with me on a otion carried.

number of occasions with respect to these amendments; and A mendments Nos 24 to 27:

also to Peter Christopher, the Chief Industrial Officer of the T Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

Public Service Association who, | believe, showed a great That the Legislative Council’s amendments Nos 24 to 27 be

deal of leadership and maturity with respect to his own, .aadto.

organisation to ensure that these compromise positions coulg

be found where everyone's best interests were served, Amendment No. 28:

although no doubt the Premier, as he has already stated, is The H DEAN BR-OWN' | .

somewhat disappointed that he was not able to get as far as e ron. - - move.

he wanted with respect to this legislation. That the Legislative Council’s amendment No. 28 be agreed to

. L - . with the following amendments:
I close on this point: if during this Government he should Leave out from proposed clause 22A(3) ‘the members of a

again try to bring in |egi5|ati0n similar to that which he recognised organisation’ and insert ‘employees’.

Motion carried.

originally brought in, with the same intent, he will meet the Leave out paragrapfa) of proposed clause 22A(3) and in-
same result of total opposition from the Australian Labor Sért— ) ) . o
Party. (a) glvtt_a notice of the proposed decision, determination or
action—
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move: (i) if a significant number of the members of a
That the Legislative Council's amendments Nos 1 to 15 be recognised organisation will be affected by the
agreed to. proposed decision, determination or action—to
. . the organisation; and.’
Motion carried. After ‘argument that’ in proposed clause 22A(3) insert ‘repre-
Amendment No. 16: sentatives of the employees or’.
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move: Motion carried.
That the Legislative Council's amendment No. 16 be agreed to Amendments Nos 29 to 35:
with the following amendments: The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

Leave out from proposed subclause (5a) ‘the members of a . .
recognised organisatic?n’ gnd insert ‘employ(eeg’. That the Legislative Council’s amendments Nos 29 to 35 be

Leave out paragrapta) of proposed subclause (5a) and in- @dreed with.
ser"[(_a) give notice of the proposed recommendation Motion carried.
(i) to the employees; and Amendment No. 36: . .
(i) if a significant number of the members of a1 he Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:
recognised organisation will be affected by the  That the Legislative Council's amendment No. 36 be agreed to
proposed recommendation—to the with the following amendment:
organisation; and.’ ] Leave out subparagraph (iii) of proposed paragi@ph
After ‘argument that’ in proposed subclause (5a) insert ‘repre- . .
sentatives of the employees or'. Motion carried.
Amendment No. 37:

Motion carried. ) )
Amendments Nos 17 and 18: The Hon. D_EAN BROW_N' | move:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move: That the Legislative Council's amendment No. 37 be agreed to.

That the Legislative Council's amendments Nos 17 and 18 be Motion carried.
agreed to. Amendment No. 38:
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The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the Legislative Council’s amendment No. 38 be agreed to
with the following amendment:
Leave out paragrapft) of proposed clause 26A(2).

Motion carried.
Amendment No. 39:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the Legislative Council’s amendment No. 39 be agreed to.

Motion carried.
Amendment No. 40:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the Legislative Council's amendment No. 40 be disagreed
to.

Motion carried.
Amendments Nos 41 to 43:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the Legislative Council’s amendments Nos 41 to 43 be
agreed to.

Motion carried.
Consequential amendment:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the House of Assembly make the following consequential
amendment:

Page 15, after clause 28—Insert new clause as follows:

Review of remuneration level of position

28A. (1) The Commissioner may establish review panels for
the purposes of this section.

(2) A review panel is to consist of—

(a) the Commissioner or a delegate of the Commis-
sioner; and

(b) an employee selected by the Commissioner from
a panel of employees nominated by recognised
organisations; and

(c) an employee selected by the Commissioner from
a panel of employees nominated by the Commis-
sioner.

(3) The Minister may from time to time invite the recognised
organisations to nominate employees to constitute the panel
referred to in subsection (@)).

(4) If a recognised organisation fails to make a nomination
in response to an invitation under subsection (3) within the time
allowed in the invitation, the Minister may choose employees
instead of nominees of the recognised organisation and any

(a) the applicant; and
(b) the Chief Executive, or a nominee of the Chief
Executive of the administrative unit in which the
applicant is employed,
areasonable opportunity to make submissions orally or in writing
to the panel on the questions raised by the application.

(10) If an applicant wishes to make oral submissions, the
applicant may appear before the panel personally or by a
representative (who may not be a legal practitioner).

(12) On completion of a review, the review panel may—

(a) confirm the existing remuneration level of the
applicant’s position; or

(b) determine that the remuneration level of the
position should be varied with effect from a date
determined by the panel (which may not be earlier
than the date of the application for review nor later
than three months from the date of that applica-
tion).

(13) A decision in which any two or more members of a
review panel concur is a decision of the panel.

(14) If areview panel determines that the remuneration level
of a position should be varied, the Chief Executive must vary the
remuneration level of the position in accordance with the
determination.

Motion carried.
Amendment No. 44:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the Legislative Council's amendment No. 44 be agreed to.
Motion carried.

Amendment No. 45:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the Legislative Council’s amendment No. 45 be agreed to

with the following amendments:

Leave out paragrapft) of proposed subclause (5a) and in-
sert—

‘(c) immediately before the executive was first appointed
to any executive position under this Act, he or she was
employed in the Public Service (but not under a
contract for a fixed term with no entitlement to
employment in another position at the end of the fixed
term); and

(d) the contract does not exclude the operation of this sub-

section,.

Leave out from proposed subclause (5a) ‘that of his or her
former position’ and insert ‘that of the position he or she
occupied immediately before the commencement of his or her

employees so chosen are to be taken to have been nominated to first term of employment in the position to which he or she is not

the relevant panel.
(5) A person ceases to be a member of a panel if the person—

(a) ceases to be an employee; or

(b) resigns by notice in writing addressed to the
Minister; or

(c) is removed from the panel by the Minister on the
ground of misconduct, neglect of duty, incompe-
tence or mental or physical incapacity to carry out
official duties; or

(d) has completed a period of two years as a member
of the panel since being nominated, or last renomi-
nated, as a member of the panel, and is not re-
nominated to the panel.

(6) Subject to subsection (7), an employee who—

(a) has made an application under this Part for vari-
ation of the remuneration level of the employee’s
position; and

(b) is dissatisfied with the decision on the application,

may, within 30 days after receiving notice of the decision, apply
to the Commissioner for a review of the remuneration level of the
employee’s position.

(7) An application for review may not be made—

(a) by an executive or any employee whose em-
ployment is subject to a contract under Part 7; or

(b) in a case of a kind excluded by the regulations.

(8) On an application for review, the Commissioner must
refer the application to a review panel.

(9) A review panel to which an application for review is
referred must afford—

being reappointed’.

Motion carried.

Amendment No. 46:

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the Legislative Council’'s amendment No. 46 be agreed to.
Motion carried.

Amendment No. 47:

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the Legislative Council’s amendment No. 47 be agreed to

with the following amendment:

After the words in the Amendment ‘Leave out the clause’
insert ‘and insert new clause as follows:
Termination of executive’s employment by notice

32. (1) This section applies only to an executive whose
conditions of employment are subject to a contract under this
Division.

(2) The Chief Executive of the administrative unit in
which an executive is employed may, with the approval of the
Commissioner, terminate the executive’s employment by not
less than three months notice in writing to the executive.

(3) If an executive’s employment is terminated by the
Chief Executive by notice under this section, the following
provisions apply:

(a) if—

(i) the contract relating to the executive’s employ-
ment does not provide that he or she is entitled
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to some other specified appointment in the
event of such termination; and
immediately before the executive was first
appointed to any executive position under
this Act, he or she was employed in the
Public Service (but not under a contract for
a fixed term containing provision for termi-
nation of his or her employment by notice
in writing of a specified period); and
(i)  the contract does not exclude the operation
of this paragraph,
the executive is entitled to be appointed (without
any requirement for selection processes to be
conducted) to a position in the Public Service with
a remuneration level the same as, or at least
equivalent to, that of the position he or she occu-
pied immediately before the commencement of his
or her first term of employment in the position
occupied at the time of termination;
(b)in any other case—the executive is, subject to any

(i)

That the Legislative Council's amendments Nos 53 to 114 be

agreed to.

Motion carried.
Amendment No. 115:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the Legislative Council's amendment No. 115 be disagreed

to and that the following amendment be substituted in lieu thereof:

Page 41, lines 9 and 10 (Schedule 2)—Leave out paragraph
(d) and insert—
(d) the Commissioner may approve a scheme in relation to
a class of employees under which this clause will apply
in a modified way in relation to employees of that class
who individually apply to come under the scheme.

Motion carried.
Amendments Nos 116 to 130:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the Legislative Council's amendments Nos 116 to 130 be

provision in the contract, entitled to a termination agreed to.

payment of an amount equal to three months remu-
neration (as determined for the purposes of this
subsection under the contract) for each uncompleted
year of the term of employment (with pro rate
adjustment in relation to part of a year) up to a
maximum of 12 months remuneration (as so deter-
mined).

(4) If an employee is appointed as required by subsection
(3)(a) to a position that is an executive position, the condi-
tions of his or her employment will not be required to be
subject to a contract under this Division (except in the event
that he or she is appointed to another executive position).

(5) Nothing in this section prevents termination of an
executive’s employment by a shorter period of notice than

Motion carried.
Consequential amendment:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the House of Assembly make the following consequential

amendment:

Page 45, line 22 (Schedule 3)—Leave out ‘Minister’ and
insert ‘Commissioner’.

Motion carried.
Amendments Nos 131 to 133:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the Legislative Council's amendments Nos 131 to 133 be

three months provided that a payment is made to the execagreed to.

utive in lieu of notice of an amount equal to the salary and
allowances (if any) that the executive would have been
entitled to receive during the balance of the period of three

Motion carried.
Further consequential amendments:

months less, in the case of an executive appointed to another The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

position under subsection (3), the salary and allowances
(if any) payable in respect of employment in that position
during the balance of the period of three months.

(6) The provisions of Part 8 relating to termination of an
employee’s employment apply to an executive in addition to
this section but subject to any provision in the contract
relating to the executive’'s employment.

Motion carried.
Amendments Nos 48 to 51.:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the Legislative Council’s amendments Nos 48 to 51 be
agreed to.

Motion carried.
Amendment No. 52:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

That the Legislative Council’s amendment No. 52 be agreed to
with the following amendments:
dLeave out from the Amendment the words ‘new subclause’
an
insert ‘new subclauses’.
Leave out from proposed subclause ()) ‘limited
duration’and insert ‘a duration not exceeding five years’.
After proposed subclause (4) insert—

That the House of Assembly make the following consequential

amendments:

New Schedule
After Schedule 3—Insert new schedule as follows:
SCHEDULE 4
Amendment of Industrial and Employee Relations Act 1994
The Industrial and Employee Relations Act 1994 is amended
by striking out paragrapta) of the definition of ‘employer’ in
section 4(1) and substituting the following paragraph:
(a) for public employees—the body or person (not being
a Minister) declared by regulation to be the employer
of the employees;.
Long title, page 1, line 8—After ‘Act 1985; insert ‘to amend
the Industrial and Employee Relations Act 1994;".

Motion carried.
PHYLLOXERA AND GRAPE INDUSTRY BILL

Consideration in Committee of the Legislative Council's

amendment:

Page 6 (clause 10)—After line 21 insert new subclauses as

follow:

(4a) The Minister must appoint at least one member of the

(5) The term of an employee’s employment in a tempo-Selection Committee from the persons nominated to the panel by the

rary position may be extended from time to time and anSouth Australian Farmers Federation Incorporated and at least one

employee may be reappointed to a temporary position, but thexember from the persons nominated by the Wine and Brandy

aggregate period for which an employee continues in aroducers Association of South Australia Incorporated.

temporary position may not exceed two years. (4b) Atleast one member of the Selection Committee must be
(6) The Commissioner may give a general approval thag man and at least one must be a woman.

will be sufficient for the purposes of subsection(@))in The Hon. D.S. BAKER: | move:

relation to a class of positions that the Commissioner is o ]
satisfied are required for the carrying out of projects of a  That the Legislative Council's amendment be agreed to.
Motion carried.

duration not exceeding five years.

Motion carried.
Amendments Nos 53 to 114:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | move:

Mr MEIER: Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw your attention

to the state of the House.
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A quorum having been formed: was to achieve the situation, should a Minister disagree with
a recommendation, where it would be a matter for public
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS REGULATION BILL debate. The amendment that was moved in this place and the

. L . o _amendments that were moved in the other place were aimed
Consideration in Committee of the Legislative Council’s 4 achieving that purpose. The problem was, as the Deputy

amendments: Premier has said, that there could be several sets of advice
No. 1. Page 10 (clause 15)—After line 1 insert new subclause agom a number of different agencies, and it would involve a
follows: question as to which one the Minister was bound to comply

3) The Minister— - . . . - .
( )(a) is, in making a decision in respect of an application,w'th’ because it would be impossible for him to comply with

bound by a recommendation made by a person or bodyall the advice if the advice is conflicting. We are satisfied that
to which the matter has been referred under this Part thathe subclause clears up the matter, and we believe that it
) tnr;: ;‘%F(’)'t'cgggig esrlﬁgltdatineez;e)gjlisceac:i;o%nghoul d be refusereatly strengthens the Bill. It achieves the principles set
unless in receipt of arecommendation to that effect from own k_)y th_e Opposition without necessarily making _the
a person or body to which the matter has been so referred€gislation either cumbersome or unworkable. The Opposition
No. 2. Page 24, line 11 (clause 38)—Leave out ‘or’ and insersupports the amendment.

‘and’. Motion carried.
Amendment No. 1: Amendment No. 2:
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move: The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move:

That the Legislative Council’s amendment No. 1 be disagreed to That the Legislative Council’'s amendment No. 2 be agreed to.
and the following amendment be made in lieu thereof: Motion carried
Clause 15, page 10, after line 1—Insert subclause as follows: :
(3) If the Minister, in making a decision to which this section
applies— MINING (SPECIAL ENTERPRISES) AMENDMENT
(a) grants an application contrary to the recommendation of a BILL
person or body to which the matter had been referred under
this Part; or Adjourned debate on second reading.

(b) refuses an application contrary to the unanimous recommen- -
dations of the persons or bodies to which the matter has been (Continued from 16 March. Page 2013.)

referred under this Part,

the Minister must— Mr QUIRKE (Playford): It gives me a great deal of
(c) give the reasons for the decision in writing at the time ofpleasure to address this legislation today, and | will do so as
making the decision; and speedily as | can, not wishing to keep the House here for any

(d) t%ne%%'?ggﬁtmhbg go%irg??hté’\,tvr:ﬁtgﬂr:r;':;esggﬁé%% provide length of time. During the last non-sitting week | had the

(e) have a copy of the written reasons tabled in both Houses dpleasure of visiting the Penrice operation at Osborne, the salt
Parliament within six sitting days after the making of the works at Dry Creek and the other enterprises associated with
decision. Penrice in South Australia. First, | want to put on the public

This subclause will overcome a problem that was created irecord my support for this venture. Some would suggest that
the amendments moved by the ALP and supported by thinis is a sunset industry. My view is that South Australia can
Democrats. The amendment provided that the Minister couldnd should remain competitive in the production of soda ash
not disagree with any decision taken by any of the thredor some considerable number of years, but obviously we will
bodies which had a right of consultation relating to thehave to do something much smarter than we have been doing
granting or otherwise of a licence. in the past, and Penrice is well aware of that.

The amendment was unworkable for two reasons, the first | think Penrice should be commended, particularly for its
one being constitutional—that a constituted body could irefforts to clean up the environmental problems associated
fact take precedence over a Minister; and, secondly, it did natith the salt mine and various other chemical processes
cater for a situation where there were differing recommendanvolved in the production of soda ash. | am grateful to the
tions between the bodies; the Minister could not disagree witbfficers of Penrice for giving me a briefing on this matter.
the recommendations, and it left the Minister in an awfulThe member for Hart, in whose electorate the Osborne plant
tangle. So, the intention of this subclause is that, if there is & situated, is also supportive of this venture and has visited
disagreement with the recommendation of any of the bodieshe site. | understand that the member for Taylor has also
the Minister shall be required to make known his reasons fovisited the Penrice plant, has seen some of the good work that
disagreement, and that the person or body which has madedone there and has been advised by the company regarding
the recommendation with which the Minister disagrees shallvhat it sees as one of the essential elements of its future
be notified in writing, a copy of the written reasons to beoperations. Of course, the electorate of Taylor takes in all the
tabled in both Houses of Parliament within six sitting days ofsalt pans and associated works in that part of South Australia.
making the decision. | was pleased with the speedy way in which the Mines and

In my view, that overcomes the problem. It restoresEnergy Department and the various other agencies associated
accountability to the process. It means that, if the EPA, thevith this project addressed some of the concerns raised, one
Retail Outlets Board or the Dangerous Substances Board hagéthose concerns involving native title. My understanding is
due and just reasons and they are overturned, the Ministénat, during the debate this afternoon, the Government will
responsible has to give very good reasons why the reconmove some amendments to the original Bill and one amend-
mendation in question is overturned. So, that solves thenent, in particular, which will put the native title question to
problem. rest and which certainly has the Opposition’s support.

Mr QUIRKE: | support the motion. | think it achievesthe  In order to compete with overseas soda ash producers,
purpose that the Opposition originally intended in havingPenrice needs to keep down its cost structure. The United
some control over a possible situation in the future where &tates has a soda ash mine which, as | understand it, has a
Minister may be acting contrary to advice. What we sough600 year life expectancy, and its production figures are about
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30 times that of South Australia’s: 30 times more soda asfreehold by Penrice. At some stage in the future it may make
comes out of Montana in any one year and is shipped to Samplay for that industry. | make it clear that 500 jobs in South

Francisco and from there to the rest of the world. Penricdustralia makes it a very significant employer. It has a very
believes that by reducing its costs—and that, in part, is whdarge multiplying effect, and | do not believe the Opposition

this Bill is about—even though it will have to go through in South Australia will support any extension of the MFP into

intricate chemical technology to produce the end product, ithat area to the detriment of a very significant South
can compete with the Montana operation which just pulls itAustralian employer.

straight out of the ground.

The Opposition supports industry in South Australiaand  Mr FOLEY (Hart): | support the Bill and concur in the
acknowledges that about 316 people are employed by thisomments of the previous speakers. As members may or may
enterprise. We understand that, with the successful amalggot be aware, Penrice Soda is in my electorate, the electorate
mation of the mining tenements, which form the central coref Hart. Previously it was the ICI Corporation, Penrice being
of this Bill and which in a Iegislative framework will make the result of a management buy-out back in the mid to late
the Penrice operation much easier, the legislative side af980s. Penrice is dealing with major expansion in a very
simplifying the operations of that industry will have beenpositive way, and it is doing as much as it can to ensure it
completed. takes the community along with it. The reality is that there are

There are, of course, other proposals. | do not wish to takgroblems with the location of residential homes close to
up too much time this afternoon in addressing those concernBenrice Soda. That is not the fault of the Penrice manage-
but the purchase of steam from the ETSA operation agent, and nor is it the fault of the residents.

Osborne and the co-generation of electricity—as | understand
it, 5 to 6 per cent of the electricity grid at some stage in th
future—and the eventual contractual obligation for the buyin
back of that electricity for South Australia will also help in

It was extremely negligent of Governments of years gone
eoy to allow housing to be built so close to what is clearly a
Sifficult industry and an industry that will always create some
he whol . £ reduci b difficulties for nearby residents. Over recent years Penrice
E”s ‘{V o_”e regime otre :Jc'tr;]g costs by adboqt g?o pefr t‘k’p”%as implemented a number of mechanisms to deal with those
at will mean not only the continued viability of this community concerns, and | applaud it for that. It has kept the
enterprise but also an Increase in Fhe number of employe%%mmunity informed at every stage of this development. My
to about 500, and there will be an increase from 600 000 tﬁnderstanding is that it has presented this development to the
950 000 tonnes of salt crystallised at Dry Creek and fronj, .o port Adelaide environmental forum, which comprises
about 330 000 to 500 000 tonnes of soda ash (.‘h? €NBcal residents and environmental and industry groups. |
product). Ind!rectly, with the T““'“P"ef effect this will lift understand that the forum has accepted and endorsed the plan.
employment 'U.SOUth Australia by_abo_ut 500.. Penrice Soda is spending some $7 million to $8 million over
The Opposition supports the legislation and it Supports the, o ey four or five years to enhance its environmental
enterprise. It commends Penrice for the environmental WorEQanagement of the plant. Itis addressing the issues of noise,

that it has done and is doing. Indeed, on behalf of th P .
Opposition, | congratulate Penrice, which since 1988 ha‘gustemlssmns and the visual appearance of the plant.

operated a successful industry in South Australia. It has Midway through last year | chaired a community forum
managed to employ a large number of South Australians, ar@} Which concerns were expressed about the level of dust
we wish it well in the future. emanating from the plant. The company supported me in my
This legislation is an example of a bipartisan approach iffPProach to the Government to have the EPA put some
this House where both sides of politics realise that it ighonitors in place to ensure that the emissions were within
necessary in South Australia to have industries like Penricé&cceptable levels. That occurred, and it was found that the
Not every debate in this House has the same bipartisa@missions were within acceptable levels. Thatll!ustrates the
approach, but on this one the Government and the Oppositighe the company has been prepared to work with me as the
are moving along the same path. It is appropriate to warn th{@c@l member for this area. However, having said that, a
MFP Australia people, who seem to have their eye on som@umber of residents have genuine concerns about the
of the Penrice lands. They ought to take note of the fact thgmissions from the plant and the noise. | do not underplay
Penrice is still a viable employer in South Australia. As | those difficulties at all, because they are (eal and the residents
understand it, from comments that have been made to me, t§80uld not have to suffer some of the difficulties that they do.
relationship between Penrice and the MFP is not necessarily1€ company has recognised that and it is putting up some
all that it should be. It should be placed on the public agend&? Million to $8 million to address those problems as much
today that Penrice has made it very clear to me that it i§S Possible.
happy to talk to the MFP people at any time. Penrice has appointed a senior environmental manager for
A couple of issues need to be raised in relation to that, anthe very first time—a gentleman by the name of David
the first is the provision of water. The MFP has gone alongAtkinson. That is a very progressive move from a company
with various other water reclamation schemes in that area arttat wants to seriously address these environmental issues.
has discussed with potential users the use of surplus Bolivaonly wish that many other companies in South Australia had
water. | understand from the MFP that, unfortunatelythe same progressive and community-based approach. If we
Penrice, which is one of the great consumers of water in thdtad more companies like that, perhaps we would have less
area, has not been offered water at anywhere near the sam@nflict and we would have less opposition from community
rates as other water users. The second point relates to tgeoups. | express my appreciation of the work of the Penrice
future of the salt pan operations. management team, including Ron Knutson, the General
Penrice owns approximately half of the salt panManager, Steve Smith, the Managing Director, and many
operation—the crystallising area—and the other half is athers who brought me into the process in the early stages,
Crown lease. The MFP has managed to have its core arsaught my advice and kept me informed of developments.
cover the whole of that zone, including the land that is owned hey have been prepared to accept my criticism where it has
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been provided and to accept issues that | believed they should The prospects are excellent. The South Australian exploration
take account of. | acknowledge that. initiative, for which the State Government has guaranteed a further

. $7.5 million in funding, was a wonderful initiative that was exciting
I also acknowledge the work of the local environmentalingystry interest in the State’s prospects.

forums, local councillors and others who have also had t
grapple with this very complex issue. With those few words
| point out that this is an exercise in good Government an
in good community relations by this company, and itis goo
work by the Opposition because we are constructive

supporting the Government in this measure. All around, t . h
quote one very senior member of this Parliament, ‘Itis a win-’ ctofid, Queensland and New South Wales have since
win quped on the bandwagon and invested Iargg sums to
discover and promote their own resources. Despite this, we
are still taking steps to maintain our initiative. The other
significant import to the mining industry here in South States have not as yet addressed appropriate Igg|slapve
Australia. It could prove to be of enormous economicfr‘.”lmeworks to make it all happen for them. By passing this
significaﬁce to South Australia, and | am very pleased t(?'” we can capltal_lse on a_nd sustain our advantage by
y ensuring that our climate is right for investment.

support the legislation. The mining industry has been a - - .
significant contributor to South Australia’s prosperity over South Australia’s current Mining Act was set up in 1971.

the years. Along with the farming and pastoral industry, it haét has. undergone amendments, but it now requires fuyther
provided our State with a very sturdy rural backbone. TheAttention. It needs_ to be updateq to handle the major mining
importance of the copper mines to the early South Australia{€VeloPments which often require large areas of land within
economy in Burra, Kapunda and the world-renowned field ofN€ Mining concession. Typically, th_efs,e leases mclude the
the Moonta-Kadina-Wallaroo triangle are well documented"!NiNg area, the corridors for provision of services Qnd
parts of our history. Now the activity at Roxby and the utilities, land for treatment and refining plants, land covering

o S ; ; ) areas of proven potential for additional ore bodies and
S?Q\t/'ig:'ggrﬁ cr)cgnlel#ﬁtg/gzi\?;i%l:th Australian oil and gas fields possibly even land for housing the work force. So, despite the

o : . many amendments, the Act as it now stands left us with no

This Bill will provide the framework for an even brighter option but to amend it again. These amendments should
future, not least by easing the administrative constraints Sgyete a climate wherein mining investors can be attracted to
often encountered in dealing with major mining develop-gq i Aystralia and in the knowledge and confidence that an

ments. This Bill will strea_mline c_onsidera_tion processes for, propriate regime exists to deal with large projects and that
new developments and it may, in some instances, prove Qhq regime, as in this Government, recognises the differing
assistance to some projects already under way. This 'eg'5|?e'quirements of various projects.

tion seeks to press home the advantage created by the f|ne.|-he amendments in no way diminish the rigorous

;/x(i)tir;ti\p/):rformed under the South Australian e>(plorat'onenvironmental and social impact assessments of projects, but

) ) ) ] _ they provide much needed flexibility in that they allow

| pay tribute to MESA for its planning and foresight in exemptions to administrative constraints when dealing with
setting up this continuing program of assessing our miningnajor mining developments. This Bill establishes the concept
potential. It is a story that reflects well on all involved—the of 3 special mining enterprise. For an enterprise to be
Government, the Minister, the department and the privatgonsidered in that light it must be of major significance to our
sector companies and investors who respond to the newltate’s economy. As such, for an exemption to be granted, a
revealed South Australian potential. We now enjoy a wellyroject proposal clearly defining the enterprise will have to
deserved international reputation as a world leader ifhe ratified by Executive Council. Such a proposal would need
innovation discovery techniques, particularly in the area ofg set out the nature, extent and scheduling of the mining
aerial magnetic and radioactive surveys. This work hageyelopment and include an economic analysis. Social and
confirmed that ours is a State rich in natural resources angconomic impact assessments must also be provided by the
that huge economic benefit is to be derived from the extragyroponent. These would include the method of land rehabili-
tion and processing of these assets. However, the miningtion and measures to protect Aboriginal sites and objects.
industry’s perception of prospective exploration and mining  The Aporiginal Legal Rights Movement has asked that
acreage is influenced not only by geological prospects angy|gers of native title not be discriminated against and that
world economic factors but by the Government's mineralynis principle be specifically enshrined in the Bill. This Bill
environmental and land use policies. A signal must be senfy no way tramples on the Mabo judgment, and it does not
and | believe we have done just that. seek to circumvent it. In fact, the Pitjantjatjara and Maralinga

Considerable funds were spent on state-of-the-art graspeople have been supportive of exploration thus far. This
roots exploration technology to determine the viability of ourGovernment is mindful of its responsibility to restore
resources. The Department of Mines and Energy hagconomic prosperity to our State. It is my hope that over time
promoted the encouraging results with some vigour, as Wgore Australians will visit mineral producing areas and
have all observed. Consequently many national and intewitness at first hand their importance and the determination
national mining companies such as Inco, Cominco, the Zinef the people who turn these projects and investments into
Corporation of America, Newmont and Falconbridge havesuccessful enterprises.
shown an inter(_est in_coming to South_AustraIia to conduct |n putting these remarks together | thought of the mines
further exploration with the intent to mine. that | have had the privilege and opportunity to visit,

I note with interest the comments of the new Director ofincluding Ranger Uranium, the opal fields in South Australia
Mines, Mr Andrew Andrejewskis, in this morning’s and New South Wales, Roxby, Leigh Creek, the Cooper
Advertiser He said: Basin and Argyle in Western Australia. It was at the Argyle

Youth Australia is also recognised as the national leader in
(’ﬁiesigning programs to entice and encourage the mining
ndustry to invest. Time waits for no-one, as we know. Our
| riends in other States have already become our competitors.
hile we have invested $16 million in these endeavours,

Mrs HALL (Coles): The passage of this Bill is of
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mine that | underwent a very suspenseful moment. Followingve oppose the Bill. Towards the end of last year when the
an inspection of the plant and a look at an amazing quantitGovernment chose to introduce a user-pays pricing mecha-
of uncut and extremely valuable and colourful gem stonesjism for water, the Opposition opposed it publicly and, to be
| went through the security screening. To my relief the lightconsistent with our public position, we oppose this Bill today.
came up green and the random body search was avoided Despite the Government's arguments, neither | nor my
We are keen to attract new business investment to Soutfolleagues have been persuaded as to the merits of doing
Australia. Somewhere out there lies the basis for new mineaway with what was a well-structured, fair and equitable
and new wealth for this State. Will it be more oil and gas,pricing structure for water in favour of the Government’s zeal
another Roxby perhaps, gold, base metals or diamondfgr reform and its wont to take more money from the
perhaps all of those or a major development of some of themommunity in the way of water charges simply to prop up its
which may fire South Australia’s imagination? This legisla-own failed budgetary strategy.
tion is part of our plan. It sends the required signal that we Water rates in this State have a long history and | suppose
will help and not hinder, that we will encourage and notit is the nature of politics that it is not that many years ago
compete, and once again it reiterates the December 1998at members who sat on this side of the House—presently
message of the Premier: South Australia is open for businesgie Government—had their own views about water pricing
I support the Bill. in this State. Without wanting to pour over the details, | must
o ) say that | remember certain actions being taken in the
The Hon. D.S. BAKER (Minister for Mines and  sypreme Court. | remember seeing on television the present
Energy): | thank the shadow Minister and the members forninister for the Environment and Natural Resources and the
Hart and Coles for their Contr.|but|0ns. This Bill hlghllghts the present Minister for Industrial Affairs triumphanﬂy Coming
need for careful consultation. We have at all times ingyt of the Supreme Court of South Australia where they were

introducing this Bill informed and briefed the Opposition. | aple to thwart the then Government’s moves to adjust water
pay tribute, as did members opposite, to Penrice, which hasyicing.

been forthright in briefing us all on its needs now and into the  15ards the end of the last Parliament. a select committee
future. The result we are getting—and | will move one smallqyeq at the former Government's plans regarding the future

gmendment to clarify one clau_se—highlights that if everyongy the EWS. So, members opposite have always played
is properly and adequately briefed we can all work togetheﬁ

forth tth hank th ‘ | h olitics with the issue of water. The point | make is that I just
for the good of the State. | thank the member for Coles, wheyij no accept from members opposite the suggestion that the
is on my backbench mining committee and contributes wel

. ! abor Party is being anything but constructive in its opposi-
to that committee. She put a lot of work and effort into heri;q 1o this Bill. The Government’s antics with respect to

speech today, and | thank her for that. water pricing are well documented and well known.

Mir;I;rTS Eéltl allfm da;ngsgr:; trﬁgtkwgd:;%%rﬁ% %heir;gceﬁaaogége .The Government chpse to announce the increase in the

a major project in this State. It is something that is lon t[5)r|ce (_)f water after Parliament rose at th_e end of last year. |
) Ywas disappointed that the Government did not announce the

overdue in South Australia and clears up some of th(?ncrease in Parliament because we could have debated it at

gﬁgmglfs ?;S dhi?sl‘d;:ﬁslttr;gnhlft\;]eebgenc')giﬁlgr??&ai?g::e%?gf‘at time. For whatever reason, the Government chose not to
Pp : PP PPOTY nhounce the charges in Parliament and, unfortunately, that

and have much pleasure in commending the Bill to th‘?saconsistenttrait of this Government—to hide or to retreat

HO;.SlF' d dti from debating issues of such importance in Parliament by
Il read a second time. waiting until Parliament has risen to announce these things
In Committee.

. o by way of press release. | am disappointed that the Govern-
Clause 1—Shorttitle.” _ment chose to adopt that process and | hope that, with future
_MrQUIRKE: The Opposition has no amendments to thiscases of price adjustments, the Government has the courtesy
Bill and will support the Government's amendment to clausgq provide the details to Parliament. | ask the Minister to relay
S. to the Government that it is the Opposition’s view that the
Clause passed. Government should make such announcements in Parliament.
Clauses 2 tf) 4 passed. , This is basically a twofold Bill. In the first instance, it
Clause 5—Insertion of part 8A. legitimises the user-pays mechanism. It creates new catego-
The Hon. D.S. BAKER: | move: ries of user-pays from ‘residential’ and ‘non-residential’,
Page 4 after line 8—Insert new subsection as follows: which will be replaced with the definitions ‘commercial’ or
(3A) . Anexemption or modification may not be granted or made«non-commercial’. As some of the Minister’s advisers will
;Jtrllg?r: tlglrfdsectlon so as to discriminate against the holders of nat'vgttest, or perhaps as the Minister said earlier it is that | am a
I ) bit thick, | have had some difficulty with these definitions.
The Minister actually pinched that line from the Premier
because he called me as thick as a brick some months ago.

The Hon. J.W. Olsen:l said it in kind way.
Mr FOLEY: |took itin the nature it was given. It might

Mr QUIRKE: | support the amendment.
Amendment carried; clause as amended passed.
Title passed.

Bill read a third time and passed.

WATERWORKS (RATING) AMENDMENT BILL be as a result of my poor educational background but | do not
understand the definitions of ‘commercial’ and ‘non-
Adjourned debate on second reading. commercial’. | was brought up to believe that a commercial
(Continued from 15 March. Page 1941.) enterprise was any business that traded but, for the purpose

of this Bill, ‘commercial’ means wholesale, retail or service
Mr FOLEY (Hart): This Bill concerns the Opposition, industry.
and | will telegraph the Opposition’s position immediately:  The Hon. J.W. Olsen interjecting:
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Mr FOLEY: Is that what it is? ‘Non-commercial’ allowance. | urge all members of this Chamber to think
includes a manufacturing organisation. So, for the purposebrough the issue. Itis not a big ask that Liberal backbenchers
of this Bill, General Motors-Holden’s is non-commercial. | think carefully about this. They have a chance tonight to say
suspect that is a moot point, and | had some difficulty into their electors, ‘I do not want to have to impose upon you
trying to comprehend that. Under this Bill, in most cases the $25 a year tax grab. | will do something about it: | will
cost of water to manufacturing industry will be reduced,support the member for Hart and reintroduce the provision
although I understand that some manufacturing industries wifor the first 136 kilolitres of water.’
pay more for their water. | will pursue that matter in Commit-  The Hon. J.W. Olsen:Don’t hold your breath.
tee. The Opposition does not have a problem with thatand it Mr FOLEY: The Minister tells me not to hold my breath.
supports the Government’s desire to reduce the cost of watésuspect it is a faint hope that some members would put their
to industry. As someone who is on record as being one of thelectors before the Government. | also suspect that there are
more pro-business members of this House, | fully supportery few, if any—there may be a couple; | would not be
such a measure. surprised if one or two found their way over here later

However, what | do not support, and what the Oppositiortonight—
does not support, is that measure being at the expense of The Hon. J.W. Olsen interjecting:
families, of real people who are doing it hard. This Govern- Mr FOLEY: You've paired them off, have you? It is a
ment is shifting the burden from business to families and bentle appeal on behalf of South Australians to the good
think that is wrong. | do not think that the community at judgment and good sense of the Liberal backbenchers to give
large—ordinary South Australians—should pay more forsome consideration to the people doing it hard and tough and
their water so that business can get it cheaper. If this Govertte bring back the free water allowance.
ment were serious, it would not slug the average person at Mr Brindal interjecting:
home more for their water and pass on the saving to business. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Speaker
It should not be so greedy when it comes to the dividends iwill join in the naming of names if members are insisting.
takes from the EWS. Mr FOLEY: Feel free, Sir. The issue of strata title units

I am sorry that the member for MacKillop (the former has been a real mess. | am proud to say that | had a role in
Leader of the Opposition twice removed) is not in thebringing some sense to this Government in the way in which
Chamber because, when he was Leader of the Opposition, figs approaching the issue of strata title unit holders. Two
made a very famous statement about Governments using theieeks before Christmas we had a silly notion that under the
trading enterprises as milch cows. He was a very strideniser-pays system this Government would send the bill to unit
critic of that. | would be interested to know what his com-No. 1. If you had a strata title set of units with, say, 10 or 20
ments were around the Cabinet table. units, the bill would lob in the letterbox of unit No. 1. That

Members interjecting: unit holder would be legally liable and would then have to

Mr FOLEY: That was in opposition. As | am rapidly knock on doors to collect a share of the water bill from other
learning, in opposition one takes positions that are differentenants.
from those taken in government. However, the bottom line | was horrified, as indeed were many other South
is that this Government took $30 million from the EWS lastAustralians. Many individuals made representation to
year. | am sure it has every intention of taking a whole lotGovernment as did strata title unit managers. | made repre-
more than that next year. Indeed, Professor Cliff Walsh saidentation in my usual constructive non-confrontationist style
last week that one of the ways that the Government can funand the Government saw sense. | give the Minister credit for
a budget gap is to take more money from its trading enterprighe fact that, unlike others, he is prepared to say that he got
es. it wrong and that he should do it differently. It took a little

Why should people at home have to pay more for theitime—a week or 10 days—and the Minister realised that he
water whilst industry gets it cheaper and the Government getould not have this ludicrous situation where all sorts of
a greater tax dividend? | would have thought that a mor@eople occupying unit No. 1, including the elderly, would be
equitable, fair and decent way to approach this would be ngiut under enormous stress in basically having to become the
to slug the householder but to return a lesser dividend to th@overnment’s tax collector. Over time this Minister came to
State Treasury and pass those savings on to industry. that realisation.

Our opposition to this Bill is not predicated on an anti- As he is a very good performer in this Chamber, he
business structure. We are quite happy and prepared pyoceeded to misrepresent the fact that he had backed down.
support Government initiatives to reduce the cost of water ttdany would remember that day in the Parliament, as |
business: we just do not think it should be at the expense afialked out with a few bruises around my ears. However,
families. I think that is a fair position. | suspect that manywhen one read$lansardone sees that the Minister had
members in the Chamber, particularly those whose margialeverly disguised a significant back down.
is under 6 per cent, would agree with me because my Who can claim credit for putting pressure on the Govern-
electorate office has been literally inundated with complaintsnent is really not the point: the reality is that the Government
from constituents in my electorate and, indeed, from manylid make changes. | still do not believe that the changes are
other electorates, concerned at the ever-increasing price siifficient. Essentially, the Minister will give strata title unit
water in their electorate. owners through their strata corporation the opportunity to

The Opposition will move an amendment tonight todevise their own split of the bill—how they believe the bill
reintroduce the free water allowance, consistent with what $hould be apportioned to each of the unit holders. In the event
have said previously and also consistent with the Bill. In theof failure to do that, the Government will automatically bill
Bill the Government is prepared to provide a courtesy to theach strata unit holder their proportion of the bill through the
commercial sector and to business that it is not prepared &imple arithmetic of the bill divided by the number of units.
provide to the community. So | will be moving in this I think it is wrong that people should have to pay for more
Committee the reintroduction of the 136 kilolitre free waterthan they actually use. Clearly, the Government did not think
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through the ramifications for strata title unit holders anywheref stressing that linkage between the price of water the
near sufficiently when it put these measures together. ¢tonsumer pays and the profit made by an organisation which
understand these measures have the support of the Stratms that water utility.
Corporations Association because itis the best deal it can get, Let us look at the situation before privatisation in England.
but | still do not think it is right. In this day and age, that | will not go through all the water companies but merely
should not be the scenario. If we are to have user-pays, atention a couple, in particular, North-West Water and
least we should have the decency of somehow being able thames Water, two companies bidding for the State’s water
measure the amount of water people are using. supply. With Thames Water, the average water bill to the
Of course, at the time one of the Government'’s suggestetbnsumer before privatisation was £101. Just a few years
solutions was that owners could look after themselves biater under privatisation in 1994, the average bill per con-
installing a water meter. What does a water meter cost? If oneumer in the Thames Water area was £162. So, there had
purchased an officially sanctioned EWS meter, it would cosbeen a 60 per cent increase in the price of water over that
at least $800 or $900. That is pretty unfair. If one were tgoeriod. That is a substantial increase in the price of water.
purchase a cheaper water meter to measure accurately theThe Hon. J.W. Olsen interjecting:
amount of water used, but without the authorisation of the Mr FOLEY: The Minister would be interested to know
EWS, that would cost $150 to $200. where | got these figures from. The reason | raise this matter
So, here was the Government’s solution: $900 for an EWS$s not so much to debate the issue of outsourcing, which can
meter; $200 for a K Mart meter. Either way the taxpayerbe done at another time, but to create the linkage between the
loses out, and that is very unfair. | make the prediction thigprice one pays for water and the profit one generates from
evening that this Government’s problems with strata title unitunning the utility. The profit for Thames before privatisation
holders is only beginning. One of the Government’s arguwas £207 million, although it has not performed as well as
ments would be that this is the same system that was in plas®me others. It is now £242 million, up 17 per cent. If we
when the former Government was in power, but it is not. Ilook at North-West Water, its average water bill per con-
might have been the same methodology, but with the freeumer was £110; after privatisation, £182, a 65 per cent
water allowance only some 5 to 7 per cent of homes receiveidcrease—well in excess of CPI, as my learned economist
a water bill. friend would attest to.
The Hon. J.W. Olsen interjecting: Let us look at the profitability of North-West Water in that
Mr FOLEY: | am told by industry that it was 5 to 7 per period. It went from £44 million to some £269 million.
cent. The reality is that, even when they got those bills, theyPeople can make up their own minds what those figures
were small, so having to divide up the bill was not necessarilynean. | am not casting any aspersions on the operation of
a difficult task. Now the bill will be more substantial: there those utilities in England: | merely make the point that there
is no free water allowance, so the problems that will be forceds a linkage between the price one gets and the profit that the
upon strata title unit holders will be significant. The Govern-owner of the utility makes. There is another player in all this,
ment has the numbers in this place and may well have thand that is the Government. As | noted earlier, the Govern-
numbers in another place, and this will probably be law. Irment was more than happy to take a $30 million dividend
fact, in the best part it is already being implemented. But from EWS this year, and Cliff Walsh has set the scene, and
make the prediction that, as water rates invariably do, theyam sure that the Treasurer will be keen to take more.
will cause headaches for this Government. In 12 months time The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
the Minister will probably rue the fact that he took this path. Mr FOLEY: Perhaps, as my colleague the member for
The Opposition will be opposing the Bill in its entirety, Giles indicates, the figure could be closer to $60 million.
except for an amendment that | will be moving tonight The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
dealing with reintroduction of the free water allowance. | Mr FOLEY: It ought to go to hospitals, but | suspect it
have already spoken on that, so | do not need to repeat it. will not. But that is a significant dividend for any
The whole decision of the Government to introduce a useGovernment. Unfortunately, it is the householder who is
pays pricing mechanism for water had far greater strategigetting squeezed. The Minister is attacking reform in this area
importance. It was not just because it felt that it could creat®n many fronts and certainly moving with some speed. | wish
a more significant dividend for itself at budget time: it wasthat he would not move with the speed with which he is
the precursor of what will be the nation’s largest watermoving, but it is his right to do that. Equally, it is the right of
outsourcing contract. Clearly, it wanted in place a morghe Opposition to scrutinise and to ask questions. Alluding
transparent, more commercial method to price its water sbriefly to the issue of outsourcing, as the Opposition has
that, whenever the successful tenderer for the commercialéonsistently maintained, we are providing constructive
sation of our State’'s water takes over, it will have a moreopposition on that issue. We are asking questions, scrutinis-
commercial water pricing mechanism. At the time, that wasng, probing, and we are doing so because we believe that the
not apparent to us because the Government had not completmmmunity of South Australia must scrutinise this process
ly taken us into its confidence about what it intended to dogorrectly.
but since Christmas it has become apparent, as the Minister It must not allow the Government to make decisions of
moves to outsource some $1.5 billion to $2 billion worth ofsuch significance and monetary value without proper scrutiny
EWS expenditure over the next 15 to 20 years. and probing by both the Parliament and the Opposition
This is not the time to debate that issue: that will happerparticularly of a Government that has continually made much
in other forums and within this place at other times. But it ismileage from the issue of the State Bank. A perusal of
worth putting on the record that there is a linkage between thelansardof the early 1980s indicates that the level of scrutiny
price consumers pay for water and the profit that the orgarin this Parliament of the then Government's decision to
isation makes from that operation. | want to draw to themerge the bank and to create the State Bank was fairly low.
attention of the House a little of the reality of what hasThe then Opposition (now Government) really did not ask
occurred in England. | do this for the very important reasormany tough questions—and by that | am not apportioning
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blame for what happened: that issue has been done to dea#itternative—curtail further expenditure on schools, hospitals,
The point is that, with such significant contracts, it isroads and police services? The member for Hart would know
imperative that the Parliament of the day have a mechanisthat you cannot have it both ways. Government trading
to scrutinise, to ask questions, to put the Government to thenterprises in South Australia—ETSA and EWS—have
test, to put industry to the test and, through that process, thtreduced very significantly the impact and pain of the Federal
Parliament can make an informed decision as to whether overnment’s high interest rate policy. Had it not been for
thinks it is a good deal or a bad deal for South Australia. the Government’s trading enterprises, | can assure the

The Democrats’ decision today to join with the Oppositionhonourable member that Prime Minister Keating's interest
and move for a select committee in the Upper House into theate impact on the budget in South Australia would now be
outsourcing of EWS is taken as a constructive approach blgeing felt throughout the South Australian electorate. The
the Opposition in keeping with our constructive approach tsimple fact is that we are attempting to balance a very
this whole process. As the Minister would attest, the Opposidifficult set of circumstances which have been inflicted upon
tion supported the corporatisation of EWS. It is now choosingis by the member for Hart's Federal counterparts, and he well
its legitimate right to scrutinise the Government’s intentionunderstands that because he was involved in the Premier’s
with respect to the outsourcing of EWS. We will do thatand a senior Minister’s offices and understands the impact of
constructively with the legitimate welfare of South Federal policies inflicted upon State Government instrumen-
Australia’s future in mind. That is the only reason it is beingtalities.
done, and that is the way we will conduct the inquiry. The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:

We will be moving an amendment to reintroduce the free  The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: We want a reduction in the
water allowance. | ask all members of this Parliament whgressure on interest rates so that business will gain confi-
are listening to this debate to think very seriously before theglence.
vote on it. | foreshadow the Opposition’s decision to oppose The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting:
this Bill, because we do not think it is fair and right or the ~ The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Federal Government has
way the Government should be heading with respect to thgiven forward commitments in disbursements to the States.
price of water. | hope the member for Giles is not suggesting that the Federal

Government should renege on the disbursement formula that

The Hon. JW. OLSEN (Minister for Industry, it has in place for the States. What the Federal Government
Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Develop- ought to be doing is putting in place some of the reforms it
ment): | am disappointed that political opportunism has takeris asking the States to implement. Talk about requiring us to
over the agenda of the Opposition. As the member for Hartio one thing while it talks about and does not act upon those
indicated last year, members opposite did support oureforms!
outsourcing proposals for the EWS Department. | welcomed In relation to the abolition of the allowance, what we are
that bipartisan support, but | note that in relation to watemttempting to do is putin place a user-pays principle, and we
rating it has evaporated very quickly. What members oppositmake no apology for that. Conservation is important, and |
are about is political opportunism and the development ohave no doubt the Australian Democrats will respond to the
fear and anxiety in the minds of consumers when there isonservation principles embodied in this new water pricing
absolutely no substance whatsoever to any argument faystem that we have put in place. We have a finite resource,
developing that fear and anxiety for South Australianas the honourable member well knows. Any household that
consumers with regard to water as a result of the outsourcingndertakes simple conservation methods will not have to pay
proposal, as the Opposition knows full well. any more.

Let me rebut a number of points that were made by the Mrs Geraghty interjecting:
member for Hart. He talked about the increase in cost to The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Itis true, and the simple fact is
domestic consumers and stated that it had brought upon thisat Labor Party members do not want to respond to that
proposed amendment. The simple fact is that residentidecause it nullifies their arguments.
consumers have an increase of about 2 per cent or there- Mrs Geraghty interjecting:
abouts, and CPI is running in the order of 2 per cent. So, the The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member will
adjustment we have made to residential water rates in Soutiave a chance to ask questions during the Committee stage
Australia is in line with the consumer price index, in effect, of the Bill.
and residential consumers are not subsidising commercial and The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: What we are talking about is a
industrial consumers of water. The productivity and efficien-maximum increase, if full entitlement is used, over and above
cy gains that have been achieved by EWS, as with thprevious water bills of some $20. | now turn to the question
Electricity Trust of South Australia, have been put in placeof strata titles. The honourable member at least had the grace
to remove the cost of cross-subsidisation by business t admit that we now have put in place multiple choice for
residential consumers—not to increase residential abov&rata title owners, which we have been working on in the
CPl—and to remove the impediment for employment, jobEWS from last year. It was not a ‘Johnny come lately’
creation and growth in South Australia. That is what thisscheme. It was being reviewed in terms of computer runs to
Government is about. We made a commitment and promiseodel outcomes of multiple choice for strata title unit
to the electorate that we would generate jobs through thesevners, and we were intent on not making any specific
small-medium business enterprises. What we are attemptirapnouncements on that until we had a method and a computer
to do is bring down the cost of running a business operatioprogram that could deliver. We now have it, and the an-
in South Australia and competitively base it against othenouncement was made.

States. It is hypocritical of the member for Hart to say that we

Had there not been an increase in the dividend as a resuiiave messed up this method of charging for strata titles when
of productivity and efficiency gains, | wonder what the in fact it has been in operation for 40 years. The member for
member for Hart would want the Government to do as arHart's past ministerial colleagues took no action—and he
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knows they took no action—to fix the problem. At least thisit seems that they are looking at political survival. The same
Government has been prepared to take decisive action aeduld be said of this Opposition. The bipartisan principled
move down the track of minimising the impact. approach of the past seems to be dissipating somewhat in
The simple fact is that people go into strata title unitsterms of political opportunism.

because they amortise the cost of a number of units over one The Government notes the proposal to establish a select
area to get cheaper accommodation than they would have asmmittee. The Government would not want that to interfere
a single unit. Other households out there, as a result of thgith, delay or impede the outsourcing process, and it does not
former Government’s determination on charging $831 for aeed to. | am sure that the evidence that would be put before
new connection—it was not this Government but the formethat committee, whether it be related to pricing or a number
Government which introduced that regulation and fee—  of other matters, would simply reinforce that view, provided

Mr Foley interjecting: the representatives on the committee are objective and do not

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: It has only been adjusted by CPI take the political opportunism line that the Opposition is
since we have been in Government. currently taking. If it intends to continue with its bipartisan

Mr Foley interjecting: objective assessment of outsourcing, as it did last year, | have

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Yes, but only by CPI. There has no doubt that there will be one outcome of that select
been no movement away from what you did. However, it wagommittee and that will be, as EMIAA has said, that it is the
the former Government and not this Government that put itight strategy in the right direction and, appropriately, it is
in place. To put in place individual meters, we are talkingsetting South Australia apart from the other States of
about $36 million of Government or individual funds. PeopleAustralia in terms of economic industry development while
live in strata title units because they can amortise theitthe same time protecting consumers in terms of price rises
operating costs of those units. When they were built, thén the future. | indicate to the House that, quite obviously, the
tenants did not have to pay a connection fee which evergovernment will oppose the amendment that has been tabled
individual in South Australia now has to pay. In terms of by the member for Hart. | commend the Bill to the House.
equity, strata title unit holders should not be treated any Bij|l read a second time.
differently from an individual household. Thatis a principle |, committee.
that the former Administration put in place, and one that has
been followed through in this Bill: equity in the provision of
water supplies to individuals. That $36 million could be better
spent in other ways. That is why we have given a multiple MrFOLEY: I move:
choice to strata title corporations as to how they allocate their Page 3, after line 9—Insert subsection as follows:

Clauses 1 and 2 passed.
Clause 3—'Substitution of divisions 1 and 2 of part 5.

water bills within those corporations. (6) Payment of the supply charge in respect of residential
| want to move on to the irrelevant subjects which are not 'fﬂﬂ for atflnancual ye&;_f mUS: be credited afgamstth S0 muclh
: : ) of the water consumption rate as accrues from the supply
related to the Bill .bUt Wh.'Ch the hqnourablg member can of the first 136 kilolitres of water to be supplied to that
VaSSEd One was |n re|at|0n tO an InCrease |n Water rateS as |and |n the Consumption year that ends |n that ﬁnancia'
a result of outsourcing. Let me say for the third time today year.

that what Northwest Water is charging or what the increasg,, mendment seeks to reintroduce the free water allow-

has been in the UK is totally irrelevant to South Australia:5nce as| stated earlier, it is the Opposition’s belief that it is

there is no comparison because we are not selling the aSS:%ﬁy fair that the community (families, households and

The G £th dﬂﬁdividuals) not have to provide the subsidy or pay the price
to set water or sewerage rates. The Government of the daf e Government’s decision to reduce the price of water to
will setwater and sewerage pricing which, as itis now, is thg, q;syry. The Opposition supports the Government's move
lowest in Australia and which, while | am Minister, will 1 r5\ide cheaper water for industry, but | would rather that
continue to be, thus retaining a cost competitive advantage qiq so by taking a smaller dividend than by making

for_ﬁ:)uth Austrt?lia.. f this G d that is wh ordinary households pay. Contrary to the Minister's com-
atis an objective of this Government, and that Is WnY, o nts that this is a politically opportunistic move, it is not:
the outsourcing is being structured in the way in which it is:

; i . X it is about a good Opposition that wants to stand up for the
to provide protection for consumers in South Australia angye 5pje who are finding it hard to pay increased bills. | urge
not leave them to the mercy of private sector determinatio

ind dent t of wat " d [l members, particularly my colleagues on the other side, to
oran inaependent assessment ot waler pricing and SEweragfy,y, 4 |ittle compassion and concern for their electors and
There will not be escalations in water and sewerage prices

. . Yefeat the Government’s process to massively increase the
a result of the outsourcing—and, what is more, the honour

able member knows that full well. Of course, when facts ddonce of water. | urge? members to support my amendment.

not support an argument, just ignore the facts and get on with Mrs GERAGH.TY'. | support the amendment.

the argument on the basis of political gain. | understand what Mr Meier interjecting: .

the gain is about. | ask the member for Hart not to play with Mrs GERAGHTY: Would you prefer that | did not?

the emotions, fear and concern of water consumers in South Mr Meier interjecting:

Australia when there is no legitimate basis for creating that Mrs GERAGHTY: | am sure you would. | also want to

concern and fear. say that this Bill places a great deal of hardship on the
In relation to the select committee, from left field it seemscommunity, particularly families on a low income. | would

that the Canberra by-election has refocussed the Labor Paitige to mention a couple of things, particularly with regard to

in a way in which it has not been focused for a long time. Ndarge families whose income is pretty well stretched to the

doubt the Federal budget is being recast. The discussiondimit. This is just another burden. The Minister said that it is

was due to have last week with Laurie Brereton and Petasnly $20. | do not believe that but, even if it were only $20,

Cook were cancelled because budget considerations atitht is a great deal of money for many low income families.

recasting were the order of the day. One would hope not, bithe Government talks constantly about its consideration of
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the community and families, but it is not showing that by  STATUTES AMENDMENT (CORRECTIONAL
introducing this sort of uncaring Bill. SERVICES) BILL

As we know, many elderly members of the community
live on a restricted income and quite often their only source  Adjourned debate on second reading.
of pleasure is watering their garden, and often that can be (Continued from 15 March. Page 1942.)
very therapeutic. | know that that sounds quite strange, but
itis important to consider that. The fact that elderly and low . .
income people do not water their gardens contributes t MrTFOLiY t()He'l[rt)_. Onttk)]ehallf of tr:e Oppoﬂtrllt_)nél_ndpt‘?te
severe cracking in many homes. We have just experiencecgg)n'.I zrry Qder s anod erp alce,_ supp%r i IS Ih B'IFr
very dry spell, and people not watering their garden ha etailed consideration and consultation we believe the Bill as

h 7 ut forward by the Government should be supported.
fg n;rilrbijr'ggﬁ tr?o?nne() thse(; Clozhthagrttht?é Vﬂler?]%\fr tf(())rbaa;rrtgs ssentially, it covers a number of areas, mainly the issue of
arﬁendment . ) pp drugs in prisons: the Government is moving to improve the

; - . - . urrent situation with respect to urine sampling. The Opposi-

h :dralseggaln ;Ehe |Issuehof families who have handlcaﬁpe lon supports any movepto stamp out drlagsgin our gtgte’s
children. Some families have one, two or even more. | have . ) - )

some families in my electorate who have handicappe risons and we will commend any action by this Government

children. You cannot put these kids under a shower for only aélls dllrectrtlad_toward]:sghe ta_sk. . . .

two minutes. They need baths. They use a lot more water. d ear yl,)t € 'Ss.uﬁ Oh rugs mpnso;:s IS aﬂ important one
The amount of laundry for these families is increased becau one about which the Opp05|t|on§ ares the Government's
they have handicapped children. Their budgets are alrea ncem. We will support any appropriate measure. That does

stretched because of the medical needs of those handicap ! e%t Efr'(\jﬁ thgruG Zvﬁ]rnw:cﬁrtiutilﬁr}gh;?igo g\;?;r:tlgshskue; and
children. This legislation will increase the burden on the 9 g drug P ’ p

family. The only way | can see that they can manage to pa ne that Governments throughout the world have to combat.

even a little extra is to cut back on something, and most likel his Minister will find life a little more difficult as a result

the only thing they could cut back on is the food bill because?f "aving to address the issue of drugs in prisons than perhaps
there is nothing left for any other pleasures. If they cut bac e thought as shadow Minister or in his first couple of months

; . . . . t.
on their food bill, that is taking something away from the N government. - . .
family again. This is outrageous. | have several bills that _1he Minister is on the record as saying that he will
prove that it will amount to more than $20. eradicate drugs from our prisons system ano_l that essent!ally
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Government opposes the ‘there would be no drugs in prisons’ after his first term in
amendment because it strikes at the heart of the new wat@pvernment. We a”. knew at the time that any attempt to
pricing system. In my second reading response | explaineﬁrad'cate drugs entirely from our system would be a futile

the strategy behind the Government’s move. We oppose tHaé(ercise as itis not physica_lly pc_)ssi_ble.
9y PP The Hon. W.A. Matthew interjecting:

amendment.
The Committee divided on the amendment: Mr FOLEY: The inference of the Minister's comments
AYES (8) in his early days in the ministry was that he would rid our
Atkinson, M. J. Blevins, F. T. prisons of drugs. By that | do not mean that he thought that
Clarke, R. D. De Laine, M. R. he could reduce it to zero, but he was certainly of the opinion
Foley, K. O. (teller) Quirke, J. A. that he could greatly transform the drugs in prisons issue well
Rann, M. D. White, P. L. beyond what any other Government had been able to do.
NOES (29) The Bill also refers to parole and the need for prisoners to
Andrew, K. A. Armitage, M. H. sign off on their parole conditions—another issue the
Ashenden, E. S. Baker, D. S. Opposition supports. Perhaps for the first time in the life of
Baker, S. J. Bass, R. P. this Parliament the Minister has introduced a Bill that the
Becker, H. Brokenshire, R. L. Opposition and | support, so the Minister should enjoy his
Buckby, M. R. Caudell, C. J. moment of bipartisanship, infrequent as they are. We are
Condous, S. G. Cummins, J. G. pleased to support the Minister in this instance.
Evans, I. F. Greig, J. M. Bill read a second time and taken through its remaining
Gunn, G. M. Hall, J. L. stages.
Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G.
Kotz, D. C. Lewis, I. P. STATUTES AMENDMENT (FEMALE GENITAL
Matthew, W. A. Meier, E. J. MUTILATION AND CHILD PROTECTION) BILL
Olsen, J. W. (teller) Oswald, J. K. G.
Rossi, J. P. Scalzi, G. Adjourned debate on second reading.
Such, R. B. Wade, D. E. (Continued from 16 March. Page 2015.)
Wotton, D. C.
PAIRS Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): The Opposition supports this
Geraghty, R. K. Leggett, S. R. Bill, which we believe is long overdue and is an important
Stevens, L. Penfold, E. M. addition to our statutes. It is important that female genital
Majority of 21 for the Noes. mutilation be seen as just that and is not described as female
Amendment thus negatived; clause passed. circumcision: it is a mutilation. It has no religious or medical
Remaining clauses (4 to 7) and title passed. basis and is a custom that dates back 5 000 years to keep
Bill read a third time and passed. young girls virgins and wives faithful. Itis a violent attack on

females—usually little girls—painful, dangerous and with
[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.] serious long-term physical and psychological repercussions.
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Those who survive the most extreme mutilation—althoughmake clear that all forms of female genital mutilation,
one writer has suggested that in reality the distinctiorincluding ritualised circumcision, are not acceptable in
between the four types is irrelevant since it depends on thaustralia. It states that there are serious doubts about the
sharpness of the instrument used, the struggling of the childapacity of present State laws to cope with these types of
and the skills and eyesight of the operator—suffer in annternational offences, and its preliminary conclusion is that
ongoing and unrelenting way. Female genital mutilation caregislation should be passed to put these issues beyond doubt.

result in death through haemorrhage, shock, acute infection Discussion about this practice from many quarters has
and septicemia. The first type is a simple nick or scrape to thgeen interesting. | have heard people say in defence of female
clitoris. The second is removal of the hood of the clitoris,genital mutilation that to outlaw it is a form of cultural
which usually involves removal of the glans of the clitoris. imperialism. In other words, if we attempt to prevent people
The third excision, or clitoridectomy, involves the removalfrom other cultures from carrying out practices that are part
of glans and often part of tHabia minora of their culture, it is a form of cultural imperialism with
The fourth and most severe is infibulation in which nearlywhich we as a multicultural society should not become
all external female genitalia are cut or hacked away. A smalhvolved. My answer to that is that, in Australia, we need to
opening about the size of a match stick is left for passingecognise that some practices are so abhorrent to the wider
urine and menstrual fluid. It is important to think about that,Australian community that we must be prepared to say that
especially for those people who believe that there is somge will not tolerate them.
similarity between male circumcision and female genital |, some ways, it is a clash of principles—the principle of
multilation: obviously there is not. Following marriage, theallowing people to perpetuate the behaviour of their own
husband must penetrate the infibulated vulva. In SOomgqgntries and cultures over many years against the principle

countries this is done with a knife before the marriage isyf the sancitity of life, of allowing each person to be able to
consummated. Recently it has been estimated that there apg her life as a whole person. In Australia, that latter

between 80 million to 100 million mutilated women world- principle has to take precedence. We do not allow the
wide, many having been condemned to a lifetime of agonyseyering of hands or feet from people who commit certain
Female genital mutilation is practised in more than 4Qcrimes. We do not allow the stoning of people for certain

countries, including 27 African countries, the southern parpgences. We certainly should not condone this practice. We
of the Arabian peninsula and the Persian Gulf, and by somgq ot allow children’s and women'’s faces to be mutilated
people in India, Indonesia, Malaysia and Brazil. The consezng we should not allow female genital mutilation just

quences are severe as it is usually performed without afacayse that part of the body is hidden from sight. | should
anaesthetic, using kitchen knives, razor blades, glass, shafge 1o quote from a speech in another place by the Hon.

stones or scalpels in unhygienic conditions by women fronarolyn Pickles, because itis worth repeating. She said (and
within the community. | agree with her):

The Family Law Council says that there is anecdotal . o ) o
Thisis a Bill which, | hope, when mirrored across Australia will

eVIdence_ th_at It Is occurrng 1n Australia. The Soma.“demonstrate our commitment to the protection of women’s and
community in South Australia has alleged that it occurs inchiidren's rights. At the same time, | hope that it sends an inter-

Melbourne. The South Australian Children’s Interest Bureaunational message to those countries where female genital mutilation
has documented a case of a child admitted to a privatis still carried out. | hope that our example here in Australia will lend
hospital on Christmas Eve in 1992 to have female genitg}2 ﬁggpt%gitrogggﬁﬁ V;g’g‘i’;fggi?'rlgég{%uigog tr\‘,‘:hV;’?rilsd ‘AVCE‘VS
mutilation performed by a doctor. Cases have been 'dem!f'el‘fgarded internationally as a violatiox of hum);n rig%/ts.
within the Malaysian community in Western Australia, while . .
there is anecdotal evidence that Egyptian women if € Governments Bill largely follows the Family Law
Melbourne perform the operation. Council's recommendations. The key points are the prohibi-
Female genital mutilation predates Islam, Christianity andion on carrying out the operation in South Australia and the
other major religions. Both Muslim and non-Muslim religious Prehibition on making arrangements for the operation to be
leaders have emphasised the absence of a religious foundatfeftied out outside South Australia. Consent is no defence.
for the custom. Although it constitutes an assault or child! Ne Bill specifically allows for appropriate surgical proced-
abuse under existing statute law, the legal situation remairl§ €S Which are genuinely therapeutic or part of a sex change
unclear and therefore inadequate. Other western countrigdPeration.
including Canada and the United Kingdom, have passed The first part of the Bill amends the Criminal Law
specific legislation to outlaw it. Consolidation Act by creating two new offences. The second
In 1991 the United Nations Commission on Human Rightgart of the Bill amends the Children’s Protection Act to allow
held a seminar on harmful traditional practices in Africa. Itthe Youth Court to make orders in respect of children at risk
recommended legislation, education and other measures fef female genital mutilation. For example, the court may
their abolition. In Australia, we must do the same. LegislatiorPrder a person not to take a certain child out of the State, or
must be part of the strategy to educate and promote changémight provide for periodic medical examinations to ensure
not only in ethnic communities but also among professionalghat the child is not subject to female genital mutilation. The
including doctors, midwives, nurses, teachers, social worker§ourt may also order that a family care meeting be convened
the police, the courts and the general community. to ensure that the parents are informed of the criminal and
In December 1993, the United Nations General Assemblgultural implications of the act. In terms of the female genital
adopted with Australian support the Declaration of Violencemutilation aspects of the Bill, as | said before, we in the
Against Women, which specifies that female genital mutilaOpposition concur and will support the Bill and look forward
tion is an act of gender-based violence that results in or it its passage through Parliament and to its proclamation.
likely to result in physical, sexual or psychological harm or  The provisions in the Bill that amend the Children’s
suffering to women. In a just-released discussion paper, therotection Act relate specifically to family care meetings. |
Family Law Council recommended that legislation shouldhave had interesting discussions about the amendments to the
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Bill, and | will deal with them in Commiittee. | also received quote from the Family Law Council discussion paper of 31
a letter from and had a conversation with a person from thdanuary 1994, as follows:
Courts Admlnlstrann Authority who had some real concems  remale genital mutilation is generally accepted as having
about the first seven amendments proposed by the Depugyedated Islam, Christianity and other religions. It is sometimes
Premier. However, | notice that a second set of amendmentsought that FGM has its origins in Islam. However, there is no
has been circulated and, | believe that, from my briefing frony{slamic religious basis for the practice. The Koran does not contain

; ’ ! : .3 specific call for FGM. Both Muslim and non-Muslim religious
FACS last night, the second set of amendments will Satls](Yeaders overseas and in Australia have emphasised the absence of a
the concerns of that person. Those concerns related to whgligious foundation for the custom. The Al-Azhar University of
would call a family care meeting. Cairo, the principal authority ruling on Islamic practice, restated in

Looking at those amendments, | am happy to see that | 986 that female genital mutilation is not an Islamic practice or
. ’ . R N h .

happens at the calling of the Minister for Family and aching _ _ |
Community Services. That part of the Bill is simply making The_sa_me_dlscuss_mn paper goes on to say that female genital
necessary amendments to the Child Protection Act 1993. fputilation is practised in more than 40 countries. Some 27 of
is obvious that, that section’s having been in operation for 4h0se, as my colleague has said, are in Africa. Itis practised
few months, some small changes need to be made to make tiethe southern part of the Arab peninsula and the Persian
workload more manageable. | believe that that is the aim ofulf and there is evidence that it occurs in parts of India,
the last set of amendments that arrived this afternoodndonesia, Malaysia and Brazil. Because of the migratory

However, | will address that matter more extensively in thePattern, the number of countries where it occurs is increasing.
Committee stage. There seems no doubt that the UK, France, Canada and,

sadly, Australia have imported the problem.

Mrs HALL (Coles): While we celebrate many achieve- ~FGM occurs in four separate procedures. | apologise if |
ments of women on the march toward true equality, we stilPffend the squeamish, but members should rest assured that
face a number of problems that blight the life of those of ud1earing the descriptions could be nowhere near as painful as
who are left behind in some of the world’s cultural back-undergoing the procedure. | feel that these practices should
waters. Itis for these people, and in particular for the victimgdo on the record. The least severe form of female genital
of the barbaric custom of female genital mutilation, that Imutilation is ritualised circumcision, where the clitoris is
support this Bill. | am proud to be a member of the Govern-Scraped or nicked, causing bleeding.'Sunna’ involves the
ment that has done more than condemn the abhorrent practig@moval of the outer layer of skin over the clitoris. Sometimes
of FGM. The penalties provided in this Bill are severe, andhis involves the accidental removal of the glands of the
that is the way it should be. The Bill provides seven year§|it0ris. Even more severe is the Clitoridectomy, said to be the
imprisonment for the act of performing FGM and specificallymost common form of FGM. This procedure involves the
targets those who perform these acts of mutilation.  As thétentional removal of the glands of the clitoris, but usually
Attorney-General said in his ministerial statement: the entire clitoris and often parts of ttebia minoraas well.

This offence does not target parents, but seeks to ensure there i? MOSt severe is ‘infibulation’, which |nvo!ve§ the remoyal
no-one available who will perform the operation—even if parentsOf Virtually all of the external female genitalia. The entire
or guardians desire it. clitoris andlabia minoraand much of théabia majorais cut
The Bill provides seven years imprisonment for taking achild® §craped away. The remaining raw eqlges of latea

majora are then sewn together with acacia tree thorns and

out of South Australia for the purpose of FGM. Similarly, it held in ol ith catqut ing thread. S i i
provides that it is not acceptable and will not be tolerated by eldn place with catgut or sewing thréad. Sometimes a paste

our society. My colleague the Hon. Robert Lawson in theofgum arabic, sugar and egg is used to close the vulva. The

other place noted that, while FGM is usually practised Ol,{mtire area is closed up with just a small opening the size of

girls between the ages of 6 and 12, the offence appliesto t match S.tiCk left for pas;in_g urine or menstrual_ fluid. A
' straw, a stick or a bamboo is inserted into the opening so that

;mrlrt]g?ttgno?fciﬁg??;gé; CTK e/mgg ,trr:;aﬁg% twﬁ BLng%rr? ;ngas the wound heals the flesh will not grow together and close
’ ' the small opening.

noted: o . .
These acts of mutilation are not performed in optimum

surgical conditions: they are usually performed by traditional
_ _ _ o midwives using unsterilised knives, razors or glass. No
Make no mistake about it: female genital mutilation is andanaesthetic is used and several women assist in restraining the
always has been a crime against women, and this legislatiagirl while this barbarous act is performed. These acts are
spells it out in big, bold letters. Female genital mutilation iscarried out on girls from a few months old through to
not a religious rite: it is a wretched cultural practice. Robinpuberty, depending on the local custom. With communica-
Hill, writing in the Bulletin, said: tions making the world a smaller place, there are many young

Few practices mark the divide between cultures so dramaticallfémales who understand the unfairness and brutality by any
In regions of the north-east Horn of Africa and parts of Asia, wherenternational standard of their prospective fate and they have
it has been practised for centuries, the operation performed on youried their environs to avoid the trauma. The result inevitably
females—which ranges from cutting off the hood of the clitoris to 55 peen that the procedure is now being performed on even
the removal of most of the genitalia—is translated blandly as ‘female -
circumcision’. younger women before they are able to realise fully the ordeal

that awaits them. The purpose of these violent acts is quite

How can this be defended by its perpetrators as femalgimpe: itis to control women. | again quote the Family Law
circumcision? Let me say at this point that FGM is to be incoyncil, which states:

no wi with male circumcision. Attem m
0 way equated wit ae clrcumcisio ttempts by my Women from the groom’s family visit and examine the bride.

_colleague somehow to link the tW_O are s_adly terlaI!smg thlsThey check to ensure that infibulation has been done and that she is
important health and human rights issue. Unlike male yvirgin. The genital area should be as smooth as the palm of one’s
circumcision, FGM has no basis or grounding in religion. Ihand. To make intercourse easier, the vulva may be cut open slightly.

Itis a matter of this Parliament setting limits beyond which the
society will not permit its citizens to go.
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All this is to ensure monogamy on the part of the bride. Itis MINING (NATIVE TITLE) AMENDMENT BILL

claimed that 80 million women on this planet are affected by

FGM and, in my view, that is 80 million too many. The  Consideration in Committee of the Legislative Council’s
United Nations has expressed its disgust at the practice in iteessage intimating that it insisted on its amendments to
Declaration on Violence Against Women. FGM is also inwhich the House of Assembly had disagreed.

breach of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Withthe The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move:
passage of this legislation FGM will be specifically banned  That the House of Assembly insist on its disagreement to the
in South Australia. We must acknowledge that, with thelLegislative Council's amendments.

changing face of Australia’s population with, according tothe  \otion carried.

1991 census, almost 76 000 women from countries practising A message was sent to the Legislative Council requesting
some form of FGM and 30 per cent of those from Africa, it5 conference at which the House of Assembly would be

is occurring to some degree, and that is not tolerable. Wespresented by the Hon. S.J. Baker, Mr Clarke, Mrs Geraghty,
Australians pride ourselves on our multiculturalism, but OUN\rs Hall and Mr Scalzi.

acceptance and integration of foreign custom cannot be

wholly laissez faire STATUTES AMENDMENT (FEMALE GENITAL

The passage of this legislation and the actions of Parlia- MUTILATION AND CHILD PROTECTION) BILL
ments around Australia will send a message to the community
in general—particularly to those communities that have come Adjourned debate on second reading (resumed on motion).
from areas where FGM has been practised—that female
genital mutilation will not be accepted here. I quote fromthe  Mr ATKINSON (Spence): The Opposition supports the
Attorney-General's wind-up speech in the LegislativeBill. We think that cultural diversity or multiculturalism
Council as follows: should stop before it permits the excision of an infant's

| have said on some occasions that we do not know ho litoris o the nfar_rowing or _closure .Of an infantss vagina.
widespread this practice may be in South Australia. Some suggest&g@male circumcision, as this is sometimes called, destroys the
that it may affect 1 000 families, but we do not know that, and it will capacity for sexual pleasure in a woman. The cuts to the flesh
be important to deal sensitively with the educational issue by tryingan cause a hardening of the surrounding flesh. This harden-
to pinpoint those cultural groups in which the practice is at leasfyg may, under the stress of childbirth, contribute to a fistula,
believed to occur. a long pipe-like ulcer. The fistula in these circumstances
This legislation will send a clear message to those who woulgould be between the bladder and the vagina. This allows
perform such abominations that consent of parents, guardiaggine to leak via the fistula through the vagina. The fistula
and soon to be victims is no defence. It will deter and, itis tchospital in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia has been doing marvellous
be hoped, prevent the transportation of children to placegork for many years repairing the damage done to Ethiopian
where such violence is still tolerated. Quite clearly, thereyomen by female circumcision.
needs to be some education about female genital mutilation, Female circumcision is common in some African nations.
and | believe that this Bill is the first step in the educativeA|though Australia now takes hundreds of migrants annually
process. As the Attorney-General has said, we will likelyfrom these nations, | am unwilling to welcome the practice
work with the Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs Commission, to Australia along with the migrants. The Australian Labor
with women from various cultural backgrounds and withparty does not accept a moral equivalence or even a compari-
medical practitioners to ensure that this crime does not occuson between male and female circumcision. The incision for

I must thank and congratulate my Federal colleague Trisale circumcision is slight; it does not affect urination and
Worth, the Federal member for Adelaide, who has couradoes not destroy sexual pleasure. The merits of male
geously led the fight to see this horrific practice exposed focircumcision continue to be argued in the medical literature.
what it is, and who raised the consciousness of the need faWe will not support the member for Ridley’s amendments.
legislation to ban it. Significantly, this legislation was The Opposition does not believe that male circumcision ought
introduced exactly one year and one day after the resolutiotm be banned or even the subject of legislative regulation.
condemning FGM passed unanimously through the House of We think that there is no harm in multiculturalism’s
Representatives. In other countries, too, the tide is slowlprotecting Judaism’s ancient practice of male circumcision.
turning. | recall seeing a recent newspaper clipping sayingndeed, it was the practice of most Australian parents until a
that the banning of FGM has now become a cause in Egygjeneration ago. In June 1994 the Federal Labor Government
with a commitment to reform, and that is after years ofreceived a report from the Family Law Council recommend-
indifference to the practice. Women suffer violence at theng that female genital mutilation be made a criminal offence
hands of men every day. Itis a blight on our society that rapeand that an information campaign against the practice be
battering and other physical and mental abuse are todirected at the ethnic minorities in Australia that might use
commonplace, but we do have laws against these things anthe practice. All States except Western Australia have now
for the most part, our citizens obey those laws. acted on the report by proposing legislation to make the

Legislation, as much as it governs the type of communityoractice a crime.
we have, should also point to the type of community we wish  New clause 33A prescribes a maximum penalty of seven
to have. I do not think | would get an argument from anyoneyears for a person who performs a female genital mutilation.
in this place if | say that atrocities such as FGM do not belondJnder new clause 33, a sex change operation is exempted
in the society we all desire. | commend the Attorney for hisfrom the law. A child must not be taken from South Australia
work on the Bill and sincerely hope that all my colleaguesfor the purposes of female genital mutilation and, under new
will support this vital initiative. section 33B(2), the law now presumes that a person who

takes a child out of the State and the child returns with a

The Hon. S.J. BAKER secured the adjournment of the genital mutilation has taken the child out of the State for that

debate. purpose.
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New section 26B amends the Children’s Protection Actwe have restrictions against things such as that, how much
to allow a court to intervenex parteto prevent a child’s more so should we prohibit such an abhorrent practice on
being taken from the State for the purpose of female circumyoung girls?
cision. The court may impound a child’s passport or order a For those reasons, | support the Bill and commend the
child to be examined periodically to ensure that she has ndittorney-General for putting it together. | thank members for
been mutilated, or make orders to restrain a person reasonaltheir contributions. We must send a clear message to the
suspected of being about to take a child out of the State faxommunity that there are good, decent human practices which
the purposes of female genital mutilation. Bx'parté | we must applaud and promote, and there are abhorrent
mean that a case may be heard without the alleged qractices which no civilised society, let alone Australia, will
prospective offenders having notice of the hearing or the righéupport.
to be heard. It is undesirable that these hearings<qgarte
but, if that is necessary, the court will have the authority Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): | will not repeat every-
under this Bill. thing that has been said here tonight, other than to say that |

| have circulated an amendment to delete the wordvholeheartedly support the contributions of members from
‘religious’ from new section 26B(5) because there is noboth sides of the House. | support the Bill because, like
evidence, as the member for Coles has pointed out, that agyeryone else in this Chamber, | cannot condone such an
religion encourages female circumcision. Certainly Christianoutrageous assault on young girls and women. Although it
ity and Islam do not. New section 26B provides: may be practised under the guise of cultural or religious

In proceedings before a court for protection of a girl thought toaCtvity, itis simply notacceptable. | cannot understand why

be at risk of genital mutilation, the court must assume that it is in thénedical practitioners would perform such a mutilating
child’s best interests to resist pressure of racial, ethnic, religiouspperation. It is often done by older women in these communi-

cultural or family origin that might lead to the mutilation. ties who have no medical training at all. They use broken
From what | have told the House, it follows that no personglass and tin can lids, as has been outlined previously. There
could come before a court under new section 26B pleadinig no anaesthetic or cleansing agent and there would be little
that a proposed female circumcision was justified on religiouknowledge of methods to combat infection. Whichever way
grounds. However, | am told by Mr Matthew Goode of thewe look at it, it is a barbaric and violent procedure.
Attorney-General's office that female circumcision is such  Itis a commendable feature of modern society that we are
an ancient part of some African cultures that some peoplall conscious of the need to protect our children from violence
from these cultures have no certain guide as to its origin anith the home and in society. We constantly reinforce the
think, mistakenly, that it is part of their religion, which it is Stranger Danger program, and we tell our children that they
not: it is a kind of syncretism, | suppose. Mr Goode claimshave the right to live without violence of any kind. Genital
some of the people might plead religion as overriding the besnutilation is a violation of the rights of female children and
interests of the child. | do not see how such a case could lgmething which they will endure for the whole of their lives.
made out. However, out of an abundance of caution | ansome men may not understand the difficulties that these
prepared to withdraw the amendment. But let no-one whehildren will face in the future. When | say ‘some men’, there
follows the progress of this law believe that Christianity orare one or two, because most of the men | have spoken to find
Islam suggest or justify female genital mutilation. They dothis practice absolutely abhorrent. | believe that no decent
not; its origins are secular. | support the Bill. man would condone this practice.
The pain and suffering for these women in later years must

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): | support the Bill. I will not go  be absolutely horrendous. | have read of the agonies that such
into detail on it, as members who have spoken before meiomen face. A woman will take 15 to 20 minutes to urinate,
have outlined quite clearly the abhorrent practice of femaleand the remnants of a menstrual cycle can be retained in her
genital mutilation. As someone who supports multicultural-body causing foul odour which can lead to ongoing infection
ism, | believe that to use this argument for female genitahnd, in some countries which have limited medical services,
mutilation is quite sick. There is no basis for female genitalboften a life-threatening situation. | have also heard of cases
mutilation. As the member for Spence has pointed out, to usghere often so much of the stale blood is retained within the
religion as a basis for it is quite sick as well. Literature clearlyabdomen that it swells, giving the woman an appearance of
shows that there is no evidence that mainstream religionseing pregnant. No doubt women in this condition would
support such a practice. have little chance of survival.

| believe that we should promote multiculturalism, culture, What of their rights to a normal sexual experience?
tradition and all the things—language, dancing, festivalsWomen who have experienced genital mutilation would
history and religion—which enrich the human condition.derive little sexual pleasure from a relationship with their
However, good multiculturalism has limits, and the limits arehusband. As has been said before, penetration of the vagina
that it does not interfere with basic humanity, as does femalean occur. The opening, which is probably about the size of
genital mutilation. Not only that, but it discriminates againsta pea, is torn by the husband, who may do so with his fingers
half of humanity in an abhorrent way which one would notor he may use a razor or a knife, or it is often done by the
practice if they had any sense of civility. women in the family. | might also say that the pain during

| speak on this Bill not only as a member of Parliament buichildbirth for these women is absolutely unimaginable.
as a father. | would find it abhorrent if a child of mine were  If such mutilation were to be practised on men in these
subjected to this practice. | believe that it is our duty tocommunities, if their genitalia were to be mutilated by a
welcome and encourage diversity but not to the point whersimilar method so that they were not able to urinate without
it interferes with basic humanity, which this practice doesdifficulty or enjoy a sexual relationship, this practice would
We do not accept all traditions and laws which are practisetiave ceased long ago. The fact that female genital mutilation
overseas. For example, some men in Australia would like tstill occurs today in our own society when women around the
have four wives, but that is not permitted in this country. Ifworld are fighting for equal recognition is absolutely
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appalling. The fact that it happens to children is a damningre not considered because they fall outside the purview of
indictment of our society and, for that matter, particularly ofreligious law in every instance. As a Christian, | do not
the society that condones it. There can be no argument fdrelieve that it is necessary for the law to require people to be
continuing such cruelty or such a repugnant practice. saved; | leave them to choose whether or not they wish to be
We in this place and as adults in society are the protectoizaved, as Christ intended.
of all children. It is up to us to ensure that the barbaric This practice of sexual mutilation is more horrific for boys
practice of female genital mutilation ceases. | urge althan it is for women. The member for Torrens has drawn
members to support this Bill, and | have no doubt that thaattention to very horrific consequences for women where total
will be the case. No-one should be swayed by the argumemircumcision and stitching of the opening of the vagina
that may be put on cultural or religious grounds, and in myoccurs as a consequence of having removeththie minorag
opinion there could be no argument worthy of consideratiorthe labia majoraand the clitoris to the point where there is
when the welfare and the well being of our children andonly an opening smaller than the size of a pencil, perhaps
women are at stake. We simply must not tolerate suchbout the size of a drinking straw. That is horrific enough,
practices. As has been said, we must send a clear messay®l the scar tissue that results causes intense pain, as the
that we will not accept or condone this practice. honourable member has pointed out. Whenever normal
flexibility would otherwise have been possible, it is not,
Mr LEWIS (Ridley): This is the Year of Tolerance, but because the scar tissue prevents that.
that does not mean that anyone can do anything they like to | ask the honourable member to consider what it would be
anyone else and expect that it will be tolerated. | agree witlike where a boy is involved. Common forms include what
members who have spoken to this measure so far. | suppagicalled a ‘lily split’, which is to slice the penis from the tip
the measure. The practice of sexual mutilation is viciousef the urethra to the scrotum all the way down to the bottom
barbaric and savage. There is no question about the fact thaf, the shaft and to leave it lie open. The next most common
as we approach the turn of the century in the millennium, wéorm on a worldwide basis is simply to notch the urethra at
increasingly live in a global village and our purpose shouldhe base of the penis next to the scrotum, commonly referred
be, by example if by no other means, to show the way for @o as ‘whistle cocking'. Both of these procedures are painful,
society which is more concerned for the welfare and thehe first more so than the second. There are other forms of
rights of the citizen to acknowledge that the State exists tg@exual mutilation, and the two most common of those are
serve the needs of the citizen and wime versa either to completely scalp the glans penis from the tip of the
No cultural group or other secular interest ought to be abl@enis or to mohawk cut it, that is, to leave a single strip which
to claim the right to cause despair in the life of another humais still capable of stimulation, but the remainder is acutely
being who is incapable of defending themselves. In this cas@ainful. Therefore, for the man who is so afflicted by such
mutilation can occur not only at puberty but more particularlymutilation, usually as a baby or as a consequence of torture,
and more likely at birth. In South Australia there are few, ifbecause it is so uncomfortable for them, if they are able to
any, cases of this having happened. | cannot quote other thabtain an erection they cannot sustain it for any length of
what | have been told, and that is that those who have bedime. So, there is great disincentive and not much interest in
detected number less than the fingers on one hand. That dassxual contact of any kind, although there is still the effect of
not mean that we ought not condemn it; indeed, we must, angstosterone in high levels in the aggressive nature of the
the legislation and, indeed, the existing law condemnit. man.
I am not talking only about female genital mutilation, and It is done commonly by Asian warlords on the men whom
I do not know what it is that has possessed other members they force into service, much like sailors were press-ganged
believe that, by making a law which bans female sexuainto service in the sixteenth, seventeenth and early eighteenth
mutilation, it is legitimate to retain male sexual mutilation. centuries. It was done to sailors in those days, too, if they
Let me inform the member for Torrens that she is quiteshowed too much inclination to be involved in activities on
mistaken if she thinks that the reason it has not been bannatiore that the captain, mate or bosun reckoned was not in the
before and provisions placed in law, such as those containénterests of the crew. | inform the member for Torrens that
in this Bill which will make it possible to restrain parents or that is not the end of it and that flaying the penis is still
anyone else from taking a child outside the State or countryndertaken, though | have no evidence that that is undertaken
is that it does not happen to men and that it has not happenédthis country. It does not stop me, however, from joining
to baby boys: it does, it has, and it ought not be allowed tder and other members who have spoken to this measure in
continue. saying that, as much as it is important for us to prevent it
An honourable member interjecting: from happening to baby girls or adolescent girls, it is equally
Mr LEWIS: Itdoes happen to men, and it has nothing tofor us to say to any secular interest group, regardless of the
do with circumcision. If the honourable member were to lookculture or racial background from which they claim to come,
at the propositions contained in the amendments that | hav#t is not on. It is simply outside the law. It is against the
circulated and to which we will come in Committee, sheUnited Nations charter of the rights of a child and of the
would understand that | am not talking about circumcisionindividual to interfere with their sexuality in this way and
To my mind, circumcision of the foreskin of a penis, in partcause such intense pain at the time and ultimately pain in
or in whole—and only men have a penis—has its origin in theother ways at later times.’
purpose of preventing sexually transmittable diseases from | agree with the member for Torrens that one of the
developing in the man and being transmitted to their partnegonsequences of doing it to women is endometriosis, making
whether male or female. In Judaism, Islam and the Christian woman look more fecund because she appears to be at the
beliefs, because promiscuity is deplored in those religioupoint of commencement of pregnancy as a result of the
faiths, it is done only for the purpose of ensuring that naretention of menstrual fluid that surges and spills over from
sexually transmittable disease is capable of developing undére Fallopian tubes and forms sacs on the inside of the
the foreskin and being transmitted to the wife. Male partnerabdominal cavity. Invariably that leads to an early death.
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Women so affected have much higher incidence of cancer dfeen truly tested at law and, therefore, it is even more
the ovaries, | am told by doctors who have worked in thosémportant that we look at bringing in specific legislation that
societies where some of this practice is undertaken, whetges up the testing of criminal intent. A High Court case,
they have looked at the cause of death in casual autopsy—nlatown as Marion’s case, involved a child, but the rules apply
required by law necessarily. | am talking about missionarysimilarly to any adult trying to consent on behalf of a child.
doctors in Africa whom | have met and spoken to hiatkitu  In that High Court case it was made clear that the consent of
and when they have returned home. That is to be deplorethe child’s parent or guardian must be in the best interests of
the legislation provides for that. the child, not merely in the biological sense but also in the

I urge all other members equally to consider the case, agocial and psychological senses. A parent or guardian could
it relates to baby boys and adolescent boys, in sending a cleaot consent to sterilisation of a child unless the court
message from this Parliament that it is no longer a practicapproved. But the High Court, in that instance, specifically
which can be tolerated, regardless of who you are and whesgaid that FGM was an instance in which a parent or guardian
you come from. It is savage, it is barbaric, it is brutal, it iscould not consent.
vicious and it is insensitive, and | do not care whether or not | am pleased to see that one of the key features of the Bill
you are a sadist; you cannot do that kind of thing to others very severe penalties, which include seven years maximum
people and expect to get away with it any longer. That is themprisonment if one is found guilty of performing FGM and
message which will come from this House tonight, | am surea similar term of imprisonment if one is found guilty of
if we pass this measure. | urge all members to give seriousiking a child from the State or arranging for a child to be
consideration to the amendments that | have foreshadowedken from the State with the intention of performing FGM.
and support them so that the Bill is not a sexist piece offrom what | have heard from members tonight, | believe that
legislation as it leaves this Chamber but one which affordshe other key issues will be supported. Although the Bill itself
equal protection to all children, regardless of their gender. is a very specific piece of legislation, which we all support,

and although one of the key features is very heavy penalties

Mrs KOTZ (Newland): I have listened with a great deal to act as a deterrent, it is vital that legislation of this nature,
of interest to the comments of other members in relation tevhich is so important, be part of a total package that has a
this Bill and | thank them for their extremely well thought out significant focus on education to change the culture that
and researched insight into what is most definitely, and hasllows this type of barbarism to occur, and perhaps also on
been described by the majority of people here, as a totallshe identification and counselling of high risk groups and
unacceptable and barbaric mutilation that should not bédividuals. Perhaps with a more open look through education
allowed to continue in any civilised society. | do not intendinto our community we may never again see the type of
to speak for long, because I believe that the members in thigiutilation that takes place under this cultural norm.
place have shown their true sincerity regarding the import- | sincerely thank the Attorney-General, those who have
ance of this Bill and they certainly have covered the fulldebated this matter around the country, including the Health
range, whether it be the description of the act of mutilationand Welfare Ministerial Council, and all those who support
which is so extreme that most people cannot believe that thais Bill, as | do, for their participation.
type of mutilation can and does occur in our own society
today. The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | thank all

I am very pleased that we are now debating this Bill andnembers for their participation. There is no doubt that the
that it will pass into law, because it was in March last yearBill as it stands has universal support. There is some sugges-
that | raised this issue in the House with the Minister fortion that it should be extended and that will be dealt with in
Family and Community Services. Certainly, over that periodCommittee. | commend members for the amount of research
there has been considerable debate throughout not only Soutrey have done, particularly the member for Coles, who
Australia but the rest of the country. In recent months themparted her extensive knowledge to the House. That does
issue has received considerable attention. The report of th@t mean to say that every member who contributed did not
Family Law Council was tabled in the Commonwealthmake a solid and useful contribution to the debate.
Parliament on 27 June 1994, and | believe that the The issue of female genital mutilation was something of
Queensland Law Reform Commission released its draft repowthich | had no awareness personally until about five years
on FGM in July that year. ago, so it was news to me that these practices were being

The issue of female genital mutilation is a complex onepursued. The classical literature does not spend a lot of time
in terms of the law. There is a view that FGM is covered bytelling people what practices operate in different countries of
the existing general criminal law. Under those circumstanceshe world and how they impact. Clearly, there is general
I do not think that anyone would disagree that it comes undeagreement that this did not stem from religious practice and
criminal assault. In all instances of FGM, | would suggesttherefore has no religious grounding as such. There are a
that it is criminal under existing law. But the question variety of forms of genital mutilation, some of which cause
whether or not FGM is criminal turns on whether consent igdrastic impacts on women and others which are less traumat-
a defence to the actions of the person performing the act.i¢, but it is clear that the practice stems from ages well
believe that an adult may not, in law, consent to the inflictiongone—perhaps 5 000 years ago. Nobody knows why such
of actual bodily harm, or worse, unless the act can be justifiedractices were embarked upon in the first instance, but one
in terms of medical benefit or the public interest. But wecan only assume, as one or two members have pointed out,
would all agree that female genital mutilation is not in thethat it was a desire for some form of male domination.
public interest and it certainly is not medically justified, so  The impacts are extensive and traumatic, therefore having
it follows that FGM amounting to actual bodily harm is severe ramifications, particularly for those women who may
criminal. change their cultural backgrounds or their social settings and

I point out, too, that, although we are talking aboutrealise that there is another life. When a practice is accepted
specific legislation in this case, the matter of FGM has neveior many years in a particular tribe, little thought is given to
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it. It is only when people are exposed to the wider world thatould be affected in the future unless we move equally to
those practices come into contention. | noted, for examplenake the legislation gender neutral and to protect all children
some of the practices of New Guinea tribes which persisand people from the horrific consequences of this sort of
today and which we would also say are abhorrent. They havegractice.
not transmitted themselves into Australian or South As | said in my second reading contribution, the cultural
Australian society, so we have no right to interfere in thebackground, race or anything else of the person concerned
process except to put up our hand and say that, in terms dbes not matter. As far as | am concerned they are equally
human rights, we do not believe that those practices can evedeserving of the protection of legislation that is passed by us
be condoned or accepted. through this Chamber and it is for that reason that | seek to
We are dealing with real life situations whereby peoplemake the legislation gender neutral in every respect, except
who come to this country and State bring with them childrenthat male circumcision should still be permitted as it is
or bear children in this country, and these practices occur. Hefined as the removal of the foreskin of the penis and
is up to us clearly to show our distaste and abhorrence of theothing else. That is why | have moved my amendment, and
practices that members outlined to this House. We are raisingrust that it has the support of the Committee.
the standard and the flag and saying that this can no longer Ms STEVENS: | oppose the amendment. As other
be allowed. members said during their contribution, there is a very clear
One of the interesting issues is the extent to which thosgifference between male circumcision and female genital
who are steeped in this background and believe inherently imutilation. That point was made very clearly, and the Bill
its worth will attempt to find other ways and means of gettingwas designed to prohibit female genital mutilation. The
around this legislation. That matter has been considered amaember for Ridley mentioned instances of horrific mutilation
debated and suggestions have been made as to how tibmales, but | suggest that is a matter for another Bill at
overcome that situation. There have been suggestions thamother time.
those families that feel so strongly about the practice may The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The Government also opposes
wish to take their children overseas. We do not have anthe amendment, and it does so on a number of grounds,
inherent guarantees that this will not occur under thiglthough I commend the genuineness with which it has been
legislation. We would like to think that we will have 100 per moved. Some of the material presented tonight came as
cent coverage but that expectation is probably too highsomewhat of a surprise to me. Indeed, some of what the
nevertheless, we should aim, as far as humanly possible, member for Ridley said was not known to me and | have seen
save young females from this practice. no documentation to support it, but that is no reason to cast
Every member collectively and singly has outlined one oiit aside or to repudiate it. The incidents that the honourable
all of the issues that are so important. | was delighted that th@ember spoke about have obviously occurred. | am not sure
Attorney took up the cudgels and | know that the member fopnder what circumstances they still occur, whether it is a
Coles was a fierce proponent of this change, as was Trighbal practice or some other practice, or whether it is still
Worth, the member for Adelaide. | thank them for their being pursued.
personal interest and pursuit of this legislative change. All in The firstissue is to ascertain what information is available.
all, changes have to take place. A clear message must be séie member for Ridley has provided us with evidence of
to communities that, if they live in South Australia, suchpractices that this Chamber would abhor. The second issue
practices are totally unacceptable. If that message is quité to determine under what circumstances it occurs and how
clear, they can make their choice on the clear understandirwfidespread is the practice. | do not believe that we have been
that that is our expectation and that it will be enforced. ~ provided with an enormous amount of detail on that issue.
I thank all members. It has been an illuminating debateThe third pointin relation to the amendment is to what extent
I have learnt a number of things tonight that have escaped mjy/e can expect this legislation to impact on the people who
attention over the years and | appreciate the opportunity to b@ay still be undertaking that practice.

provided with such extensive information on this subject. | ~ In preparing this Bill, there was a clear focus, and it was

commend all members of the House for their contributionsnot mixed up with the issue of male circumcision. Clear
Bill read a second time. distinctions were made as to what this practice does to
In Committee. females, and | think it was agreed that it is to deprive women
Clause 1—‘Short title.’ of sexual pleasure. Of course, a lot of consequences flow
Mr LEWIS: | move: from the mutilation itself. We in this State and, | would

: ‘ , judge, people across Australia, wish to vigorously repudiate

Page 1, line 13—Leave out ‘Female’. the widespread acceptance of the practice beyond our
| wish to delete any reference to gender in the legislation byborders.
in the first instance, removing the word ‘female’. | cannot  The issue was whether this is a widespread problem, and
imagine how anyone can possibly say that it is abhorrent buhe information provided to the House was that it involves
allow this practice for boys and ban it for girls. If it is millions of women. Because of migration, the practice has
abhorrent, then it is abhorrent to mutilate the genitals of eitheoccurred and continues to occur in South Australia and in
sex and | do not think that we should be so sexist as tevery other State. A global issue has been translated into a
presume that the only people who are affected, if they arState responsibility. The matter was motivated by a United
mutilated, are females—girls or women. Nations recognition and resolution, and action has been taken

I know from personal experience (my injuries were notto specifically target this area and information has been
caused in that way) of others who have been mutilated. It igathered upon which this Chamber can act. There is over-
horrific in consequence and modifies their personalitywhelming evidence that this practice should never have been
Therefore, it ought not be permitted, for as much as it isand can no longer be condoned.
argued that there are females who have been and could be If we move outside the boundary lines that we have set
affected in this way, there are more males who have been amdgarding female genital mutilation, we enter into another
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sphere in which we have to judge a number of issues thatcrotum. There would be at least 10 times more boys in this
have already been the subject of vigorous debate and dtate so affected by that and by cutting a notch from the
which significant evidence has been gathered over time. Therethra to the base of the penis than there are girls who have
advice that has been provided by the honourable Attorneybeen in any way mutilated through surgical removal of whole
General is that, now that the issue has been raised, it must be part of their genitals. Yet we are saying in this place that
researched so that we can be sure that, if we change or adds okay to go on doing it to boys because for some reason
to this legislation, we do so with full knowledge of this issue.or another the feminist police have not investigated that and

The simplicity of the definition may hide a number of put statistics together in the way that that has occurred
faults, which are not covered by it. Until the boundary linesconcerning baby girls. | abhor what is done to baby girls: |
on those issues are sorted out, it is not appropriate to headlivave said so and | stick with that view. | more abhor, if it is
that direction even though, | imagine, all members in thigpossible, what is done to baby boys for the sake of the ritual
place, having heard the member for Ridley, said, ‘Gosh! br for the deliberate purpose of having them grow up with a
didn’t know about those practices. If they are occurring, wedistorted role and view of their role in the world.

should know about where they are occurring and what action \we could tonight put this question beyond doubt forever.
is being taken to stop them.” _ o _ However, it seems to me that the member for Elizabeth and
From the Government's point of view, the rejection of thisthe Deputy Premier are unwilling to do that for specious and
amendment does not relate to the merit of the argument byf.defined reasons. One day they might come across a man
simply to the issue of what facts we have before us upoyho has been affected in this way and who is perhaps willing
which to make decisions. | thank the member for Ridley fortg talk about it, although | doubt it. However, if they do
bringing it to the attention of the Committee, but | do notencounter such a person, they will hear a tale of woe the like

believe that it would be competent of us to pursue the mattest which they will never have heard anywhere else. | can
further until we have the same amount of information abou{,qych for that.

the groups being affected, why they are affected, what the
history of the practices has been and whether an educati
program, a change in the law or some other change is need
to have maximum impact in South Australia.

Ms STEVENS: | thank the Deputy Premier for putting
that very articulately and well. The Opposition supports tha

position. That is why the eunuchs—the mandarins—of the Chinese

Mr LEWIS: | cannot imagine anything more clearly : : .
demonstrative of the political correctness of the 1980s and tn%%irtavr\]’er:gngé\(ﬁq ;h|§,|£ tﬁfgf Izsli?eﬁg; Lﬁgﬁ&ﬁ;ﬂg?ﬁﬁﬁgé”

1990s gone completely mad. Is it necessary for the member . : : :
for EIingeth and ?he Dgputy Premier to see glood before th _ub||c duty prope_rly performed W|thoqt dlStI‘?.CtIOﬂ of any
know that murder has been committed, as it were? Wh ind. In tr]at case it had nothing to do with getting among the
would they want to a pass a law that ser{ds a clear signal mperor’s wives or concubines as is the case in the Middle
. i S tI‘é)ast historically. In that instance it was always for the
the community that the practice of sexually mutilating male . - . -
h . : - urpose of preventing the distraction that would otherwise
is acceptable? | am not talking about male circumcision—thaf . .~ :
. . rise in the mind of those men as the ebb and flow of
is a red herring and a smoke screen that has been used tosterone affected their capacity to concentrate. That is
both speakers in the argument opposing the proposition. ThWeII documented. I do not see Eow r):]embers can waik out of
know very well that | am not talking about that; they have his Chamb ; ht i th hi e ith
read my amendments. We are talking about mutilating th% IS arrr: ertgnlfg ht' t eBI/ oppose this proposition without
penis. Circumcising it does not do that unlessitis a butcheryemg ashame 0_ t.emse ves. )
that goes beyond circumcision and removes some of the flesh MS STEVENS: | just want to make a few comments in
of the shaft of the penis. This is the kind of argument that F€sponse to what the honourable member has said. It is not
would expect to come from the women police or those witi® Matter of the feminist police or the anti-male lobby
a so-called politically correct approach to things: there has tg€liberately setting out to ignore the harm that is done to boys
be something wrong with women. It is the same as the curref¢hile passing laws to protect females. What the Deputy

indifference to prostate cancer, which kills far more maled’remier said, and we agreed, was that if we want to put
than breast cancer kills women. something into law we need to have done the research, had

If sexual mutilation of baby and adolescent girls is athe discussions and collected a body of knowledge about
practice no longer acceptable, and should never have be&fhat has happened, where it has happened and how it is
acceptable, then | ask the member for Elizabeth why it igelateo_l. Perhaps_the member for Ridley can begin the process
legitimate to split up a boy’s penis—to slash off the glansOf getting that evidence together. In the future, when we have
penis? That has an enormous effect on the psyche of thogl@tllnfprmatlon and if those issues in relation to male genital
people—far more than the effect on the psyche of a femaldnutilation are esta_bllshed to the extent that _they ha\_/e _been
That procedure prevents the ebb of testosterone that otherwiQ¥er many years in respect of female genital mutilation,
occurs with ejaculation, and ejaculation then becomeferhaps we will be looking at an amendment to the Bill
impossible. That practice, which is used in other parts of th@efore us now.
world on boys who are regarded as being needed for the The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Perhaps | will go back one step,
purpose of providing aggressive brawn, whether to work obecause | think there has been a lack of understanding on
to fight (and they die young, often as a result of suicide)pehalf of the member for Ridley which | would like to clear
leads to the retention of high levels of testosterone and, inp and to which perhaps he can respond. The law does not
consequence, results in much higher levels of aggression.allow this at the moment. Technically, female genital

We need not look at the removal of the glans penis bumnutilation, if it happens in South Australia, can be prosecuted
simply at splitting the urethra from the tip of the penis to theunder such areas of the Criminal Law Consolidation Act as

This procedure does have distressing consequences for the
ople who are so affected. It is worse than a man having his
esticles cut off—being castrated. At least then that person
does not have the consequential effect on his personality of
he higher levels of testosterone. His mind remains unaffected
y that and he can go into other areas of creative activity.
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unlawful wounding and wounding with intent to commit that. That is where the bulk of it is occurring in this State,
grievous bodily harm. although that does not mean that that is the only place where
A number of items in the statutes currently embrace thesi¢ is occurring. Adolescent males to whom that butchery has
practices. However, these communities have assumed thatcurred have a confusion of sexual identity and a lack of
they are not encompassed by the general law because thalility, therefore, to relate to people in normal social terms.
religious background tells them that it is a religious practice That confusion arises in consequence of their having a
and therefore it is acceptable. So, the law does not specificabtally different experience of adolescence and puberty. |
ly cater for these groups, many of which are from eastergannot believe that the member for Elizabeth can simply say
countries. So, there is a difference. In all the examples thahat it is okay, we will do it for girls now but we will let it be
have been quoted by the member for Ridley, if that practicéor boys and let the problem continue just because nobody
occurs they can be prosecuted under the current laws. Whetigs documented it. It is like saying that, because there were
the difficulties arise is the extent to which the law will no murders in South Australia in the early days of settlement
prosecute people for what they believe is appropriat®f the province, there was no necessity to make murder a
religious or cultural practice. We are making explicit that thiscrime, and that is ridiculous. | am telling them that in this
practice cannot be condoned. That is just one issue. analogous situation there have been murders and there are
The material provided by the member for Ridley, as | saidmurders and that it is more horrific for the psyche as well as
is encompassed by the law today, whereas we are talkingr the physiology of the male than it is for the female where
about a practice which involves millions of people and whichit has occurred. | will save the time of the Committee and
is accepted within their own communities, and we aresllow the matter to be resolved forthwith.
specifically directing our attention towards migrants. In Question—That the member for Ridley’s amendment be
nothing the member for Ridley has suggested do we have & ried’—declared negatived.
parallel situation. We are saying clearly that the taking of the Mr LEWIS: Dividel
knife to the female organs is illegal, inappropriate, con- . o .
demned and will be prosecuted. In terms of defining male While the division was being held:
circumcision as being acceptable, we will not pass judgment The CHAIRMAN: There being only one member for the
on that. Most boys, certainly after the Second World WarAyes, | declare that the Noes have it.
went through that process for what were believed to be very Amendment negatived; clause passed.
sound health reasons. Itis only in the past 10 or 15 years, as Clauses 2 to 5 passed.

pointed out by the member for Ridley, that that has been cjayse 6—Family care meeting must be held in certain

questioned. o , , circumstances.

We are drawing a distinction and targeting certain groups. The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move:
The honourable member has not provided information that
would lead me to believe that we may have a large number Page 4, lines 7 to 14—Leave out this clause and insert:
of people at risk from countries beyond Australia who are ~Substitution ofs.27 _ _
coming here with a misunderstanding of the law and a belief 6. Section 27 of the principal Actis repealed and the following
that their cultural practices should continue. We are targeting=ction iS substituted:
this area, make no.bones about it bUt’. as| S.aid previously, if 27(1) If the Minister is of the opinion that a child is at risk and
the member for Ridley has substantial evidence of wherg, ¢ aEr;ngements should be mage to secure the child’s care and
those practices are being pursued today, the Attorney will bgrotection, the Minister should cause a family care meeting to be
more than happy to have the matter examined. | do not thinkonvened in respect of the child.
that anything could be fairer than that. Simply to say, ‘QED:  (2) The Minister cannot make an application under Division 2 for
we have done females; now we should do males at the sar@@ order granting custody of a child, or placing a child under
time’ is not appropriate in this Bill at all. guardianship, before a family care meeting has been held in respect

- . ._of the child unless satisfied—
Mr LEWIS: The time for me to speak on this clause is (a) that it has not been possible to hold a meeting despite

Family care meetings to be convened by Minister

now. It seems to me that neither the member for Elizabeth nor reasonable endeavours to do so: or

the Deputy Premier is willing to face the facts. They know (b) that an order should be made without delay; or

damn well that | made the point quite clearly and, as the (c) that the guardians of the child consent to the making of
amendments that | would seek to move show, | am not talking the application; or

about circumcision: | am talking about mutilation. 1 am (d) that there is other good reason to do so.

saying that they both know, the evidence is there before them (3) An application under Division 2 is not invalid by reason only
and nobody has the guts to say it. Why is it that more®f @ failure to hold a family care meeting.

Aboriginal men are dying in custody than women? It is notAmendments to sections 27 and 38 dealt with convening a
just a matter of two to one, four to one or five to one butfamily care meeting, and it was considered inappropriate to
about 90 to one, and the reason is that they lack an identityave two sections covering children at risk. Therefore, these
consistent with the society in which they are living, in provisions have been consolidated in this amendment. This
consequence of the way in which they have either beeamendment makes it more expedient, so that we do not have
treated or believe they might otherwise have been treated amgio separate meetings and it can all be wrapped up into one.
were not.. ) _ Existing clause struck out; new clause inserted:

o _There is confusion on the one hand if they have not been Clause 7—'Court's power to make orders.

initiated and, on the other hand, a lack of self esteem that they The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | oppose this clause. We have
are incapable in consequence of that mutilation. If we A anslated tHe i'nt'ent of thié cIaFl)JF;e into section 2.7 (clause 6)
prepared to allow that to go on in the name of political ) )
correctness and dodge the issue, which both the Deputy Clause negatived.

Premier and the member for Elizabeth seem prepared to do, Clause 8 and title passed.

then it is on their head, not mine—and | am very sad about Bill read a third time and passed.
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LOTTERY AND GAMING (TWO UP ON ANZAC those constituents who have been concerned, | say that they
DAY) AMENDMENT BILL should look at what | have been talking about in the House
tonight to see that this Government is listening to them. The
Returned from the Legislative Council without amend-Government is getting on with the job and, whilst it will

ment. never be possible completely to wipe out those who commit
crime and break the law, | believe that we can see, day in and
ADJOURNMENT DEBATE day out, quite an improvement in this area, particularly in the
south where | understand we are able to live in a much more
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move: peaceful environment than that of the northern suburbs,
That the House do now adjourn. where it appears that the crime rate is a lot more severe.

In conclusion, | say to the people of South Australia: work

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Tonight | am delighted  with us. Itis not only up to the Government and the police to
to talk about an excellent achievement in the electorate ghake sure that we have safety and law and order working
Mawson—the launching of five new Neighbourhood Watchproperly in this State: it is also up to each and every member
programs, three of which were launched in the past twef the community. We all have a part to play, and we must
weeks. This is an initiative partly of the Minister for Emer- work together with the police. The people must report
gency Services (Hon. W.A. Matthew) and, with some goochnything that they see as being suspicious. They should get
management by the Police Commissioner, Superintendegh the telephone and ring 11444. | do not recommend that
Jock Riach, the Regional Superintendent for the south. It ighey ring their local police station; they will get a better and
a great day for constituents, given that some of the zones iore reactive service if they ring 11444. If they work closely
my electorate that are now able to enjoy the benefits ofiith the police we will continue to see an improvement.
Neighbourhood Watch have been waiting for this to occur forobviously, graffiti has increased in South Australia over the
five years. When we came into office in excess of 200 zonegast few years. Members have spoken about this in the
were waiting for Neighbourhood Watch programs in SouttHouse, and the Brown Government now has a working party
Australia. As many members are aware, with the Governmenihat is looking into the matter. | hope that later this year we
wanting to increase the police presence so there is a saf@jfil be able to improve that situation as well.
environment for people to traverse the State of South The other matter on which | quickly want to touch tonight
Australia, to be able to quickly introduce these Neighbouris the Pimpala Primary School in my electorate. | was
hood Watch programs is great news. delighted to be invited there recently and, together with Mr

In the past 12 months seven new police detectives hav@n Filer, the dedicated Principal of that school, | made
been appointed to the Christies Beach division and, as a resgfesentations of badges and observed the pledges that the new
of a new police station at Aldinga, an additional two shifts of SRC for Pimpala Primary School received when they were
police patrols have been introduced. Whilst many people aréworn in to their office as representatives of the students of
concerned that there is never enough police presence, maghat school community. What a great morning it was. It was
constituents are now saying to me that they are delighted fgood to see the mums and dads supporting their children as
see more police in the southern area. Last year the truth iell and to see these students who are really keen to represent
sentencing legislation was introduced to ensure that offendheir fellow students in the improvement of the school.
ers, particularly second and subsequent offenders, wemimpala Primary School is not large, but it has a good future.
punished properly and were incarcerated for the term of theits educational focus and curriculum are very good. The
sentence and not released soon after their incarceratiogachers are dedicated, and there is a lot of open space area
Today in the House we heard that the Minister, in less thahich is beneficial to the students. | enjoy visiting that school
12 months, has seen the need to once again tighten upag often as possible, and | appreciate the work that the parents
couple of situations within the prisons, particularly with are doing on the school council together with the teachers and
respect to drugs and parole, and that it has already beeRe students to ensure that each student gets the very best
necessary to tighten up this Act. opportunity for a good primary school education.

The Young Offenders Act was promulgated last year, and | was also lucky to attend the Southern Vales Christian
that is also starting to have an effect in my electorate. On€ommunity School in the past two weeks to talk about the
only has to read thBunday Maibf as recently as 2 Aprilto  role of a member of Parliament in the community. What a
see what effect the Young Offenders Act is starting to haveabulous school that is; it has a great Christian ethos. The
on community service orders together with what the policestudents | addressed were in only years three and four, but the
are doing regarding safety on public transport. questions that they asked me were better than those which

Recently, | have been doing some survey work in mymany high school students ask members of Parliament when
electorate. One of the things that constituents are still cominghey visit Parliament House. They were concerned about
up with more than any other issue is that they are stileuthanasia and, to an extent, some of the other Bills that are
concerned about law and order and public safety, which goegoing through Parliament at the moment. It was great to hear
to show what sort of impression is being built up in Souththese young children at such a young age discussing subjects
Australia over recent years regarding this matter. | would likeas important and sensitive as euthanasia. So | would also like
to reassure my constituents tonight that this Government i commend the Southern Vales Christian Community School
serious about making sure that it continues to improve publigonight. It is certainly growing, it works closely with the
safety and law and order: no stone will be unturned to ensumglorphett Vale Baptist Church and it is doing great work for
that that occurs. the students in my electorate.

Recently, we heard the Minister talk about the redeploy- Motion carried.
ment of 200 police from non-operational duties behind desks
into operational duties. This will have a greater impact on At 9.35 p.m. the House adjourned until Thursday 6 April
curbing law and order and crime in the whole of the State. Tat 10.30 a.m.



