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in the light of recent events. | have written to the Prime
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Minister today in the following terms:

Dear Prime Minister,

| refer to the latest developments in relation to the decisions by
your Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Mr Tickner, to ban work on the
. construction of a bridge to link Hindmarsh Island to the South

The SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at2  Australian mainland for 25 years. These developments raise serious
p.m. and read prayers. questions about the conclusions of the report presented to the

Minister by Professor Cheryl Saunders in July of 1994 on which his

decision to ban the bridge was based.

However, of even greater concern is the extent to which this issue

Wednesday 7 June 1995

INDUSTRIAL AND EMPLOYEE RELATIONS

(MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) AMENDMENT is now causing division within Aboriginal communities and has the
BILL potential to cause even more damage to the credibility of processes
to identify and protect Aboriginal heritage. Yesterday, | received a
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move: letter from Mr Doug Milera, Secretary of the Lower Murray Heritage

- . . Committee. Mr Milera is mentioned in the report by Professor
_ Thatthe sitting of the House be continued during the conferencgaynders as having visited Hindmarsh Island with Professor
with the Legislative Council on the Bill. Saunders while she was considering the ‘women’s business’. [Page
Motion carried. 27 of the report.] | attach a copy of Mr Milera’s letter to me. As you
will see, Mr Milera, once a strong opponent of the bridge, now says
it should proceed. Further, he calls into question the credibility of the
RIVERLAND NUCLEAR FREE ZONE process which resulted in the ban on the bridge. Mr Milera states:
. . . . ‘My wife and | were swept along with the current and we got in so
A petition signed by 2 885 residents of South Australiadeep it was hard to get out again.’

requesting that the House declare the Riverland a nuclear free Mr Milera’s wife is Sarah Milera. Professor Saunders reported

zone was presented by Mr Andrew. that Mrs Milera, together with Doreen Kartinyeri, was pivotal to the
- . provision of information to her about ‘women’s business’. Sarah and
Petition received. Doreen organised a meeting of 25 Ngarrindjeri women at Goolwa
on 20 June 1994 which Professor Saunders said ‘was central to my
EUTHANASIA ability to report on the significance of the area for Aboriginal

people’. [Quoted on page 15 of the Saunders report.] Professor

A petition signed by 48 residents of South AustraliaSaunders also met Mrs Milera on 22 June and 24 June [as reported

page 12]. Mrs Milera has made public statements today alleging

requesting that the House oppose any measure to legislate ﬁ%tthe claims of ‘women’s business’ were concocted. When | made

voluntary euthanasia was presented by Mr Cummins. representations to you and Mr Tickner last year about the implica-
Petition received. tions of a Federal decision to stop the bridge, | referred to the
A petition signed by 41 residents of South Australiaconcerns of South Australia about the manner in which information

. S Py out the ‘women’s business’ had come forward only at a very late
req_uestlng thatthe House_malntaln the_ pre_‘sgnt homicide la tage, and about the damage this would do to the credibility of
which excludes euthanasia, while maintaining the commoRporiginal heritage processes. It gives me no comfort now to point
law right of patients to refuse medical treatment was presentut that my warnings have been justified by subsequent events.
ed by Mr Cummins. It is quittta) clear tlhat this issue is ca;using in;:reas(;ng Bensi%ns

i : amongst Aboriginal communities, a fact confirmed today by
Petition received. Mr Garnet Wilson, OAM, Chair of the South Australian State
Aboriginal Heritage Committee. In the national interest, the South
HINDMARSH ISLAND BRIDGE Australian Government believes your Government should now
immediately act to revoke the declaration made by your Minister for
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Premier): | wish to make a Aboriginal Affairs on 10 July 1994 to stop this bridge. Following
ministerial statement. The South Australian Government ha?at decision last year, my Government has been working with

P - . boriginal communities in South Australia to address the issues it
been closely monitoring recent developments in rela_t'on {Qaised about the process to identify and protect Aboriginal heritage.
the ban by the Federal Government on the construction of e have made significant headway but South Australia remains
bridge to link Hindmarsh Island with the mainland. As thesegravely concerned that the credibility of these processes, not only
developments have unfolded, we have become particulalr_%er‘? in South Aus:]ralha b;t ”a“r?ln"ﬂl‘"ya"g'!go”“”“e.to SIUfferWh”e

: s e impasse over the Hindmarsh Island bridge remains. | am sure you
Conc_er_rjed about the extent FO Wh.'Ch they are undermlr_llr_\gt ill agree with me that such a state of affairs is jeopardising the
credibility of processes to identify and protect Aboriginal process of reconciliation. Since coming to office the South
heritage, and causing division and tension within Aboriginalaustralian Government has worked in a sensitive manner with the
communities. Yesterday, | received a copy of a letter sent t@boriginal communities affected by the Hindmarsh Island bridge.

ini i ; : We will continue to do so following any revocation of the Federal
the Federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Mr Tickner. ban on the bridge.

The letter is signed by Mr Doug Milera as secretary of the " There have been calls for a public inquiry into this matter. | make
Lower Murray Heritage Committee. The letter raises furtheiit clear that the South Australian Government’s preferred option

serious questions about the report prepared last year Ipgntinues to be arevocation of the ban on construction of the bridge

Professor Cheryl Saunders upon which Mr Tickner's decisioiS the best means of upholding the credibility of Aboriginal heritage
rocesses and preventing further division within the Aboriginal

to ban the bridge was based. Mr Milera is mentioned in th‘gommunities. However, in the event that you are not prepared to
Saunders’ report as is his wife, Sarah Milera. Indeed, Sarafvoke the ban within the next 48 hours, | must advise that the South
Milera was pivotal to the provision of information to Australian Government will consider other options to prevent further
Professor Saunders about ‘women’s business’. Mrs Milerdamage being done to Aboriginal interests and communities.
has made public statements today alleging that the claims d&igned that letter to the Prime Minister and sent it off a few
‘women’s business’ which caused Mr Tickner to ban themoments ago. This issue is now one of grave concern to my
bridge were concocted. Government in terms of Aboriginal heritage issues and the
I am sure all members of the House will appreciate thatelations within the Aboriginal communities here in South
this is now a most serious state of affairs. This morning, IAustralia. We believe that it is time to resolve those issues to
spoke to the Prime Minister’s office indicating the Souththe satisfaction of the parties involved as quickly as possible
Australian Government believed action must now be takeand to make sure that those divisions are not allowed to
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proceed any further. Therefore, unless there is a response
from the Prime Minister within 48 hours, the South
Australian Government will consider what further options

and actions it should therefore take.
PAPERS TABLED

The following papers were laid on the table:
By the Deputy Premier (Hon. S.J. Baker)—
Regulations under the following Acts—
Conveyancers—General.
Land Agents—General.
Land Valuers—Quialifications.

Rules of Court—Supreme Court—Supreme Court Act—

Various.
By the Treasurer (Hon. S.J. Baker)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Petroleum Products Regulation Act—General.
Superannuation Funds Management Corporation of
South Australia Act—Election of the Board.

By the Minister for Industrial Affairs (Hon. G.A.

Ingerson)—

Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation—Regulation—

Various.

By the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small Busi-

ness and Regional Development (Hon. J.W. Olsen)—

History Trust of South Australia Act—Regulations—
General.

Statutory Authorities Review Committee—Response to
Report on ETSA and board membership.

By the Minister for Housing, Urban Development and

Local Government Relations (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Local Government Act—Cemetery.
West Terrace Cemetery Act—General.

By the Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing (Hon.

J.K.G. Oswald)—

Rules of Racing—Racing Act—Greyhound Racing
Board—Sires and Brood Bitches.

QUESTION TIME

EDS

Mr FOLEY (Hart): Will the Premier confirm that the
EDS contract will include the provision of information
technology to the South Australian Water Corporation and to
ETSA and, if not, why not? Last October the Premier told the
House that the EWS and ETSA data would be formally put
into the system owned and operated by EDS.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The answer is ‘Yes,’ it will
include the data processing for that area, but | do not think
that any further detail should be given at this stage.

HINDMARSH ISLAND BRIDGE

Mr LEWIS (Ridley): Has the Premier been made aware
of the further public statements this morning by Mr Doug
Milera, Secretary of the Lower Murray Aboriginal Heritage
Committee, now known as the Ngarrindjeri Heritage
Committee? The print and electronic media have recently
been reporting that Mrs Sarah Milera and Mr Doug Milera
have admitted their respective parts in generating interest in
the women’s business and described how they reluctantly
became caught up in the momentum of action which
followed. Members will also remember the contents of a
letter from Mr John McHughes to Aboriginal Affairs Minister
Tickner, which | read to the House last week and which
explained how he has got it wrong.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Yes, | am aware of what
Doug Milera said on Keith Conlon’s program this morning
and, of course, | received a copy of a letter from Doug Milera
yesterday. Yesterday, Mr Milera, as Secretary of the Lower
Murray Aboriginal Heritage Committee, sent a letter to the
Federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Mr Robert Tickner,
and | should like to bring to the attention of the House the last
paragraph of that letter, as follows:

Now is the time to speak out and | feel the bridge would be a
good thing for the whole community, both blacks and whites, and

By the Minister for Housing, Urban Development andthe bridge would do more for reconciliation than what the
Local Government Relations, for the Minister for Primary Government is doing.

Industries (Hon. D.S. Baker)—
Fisheries Act—Regulations—Fish Processors.

That letter is signed by Doug Milera. This morning, Doug
Milera said some things on air that disturbed me consider-

By the Minister for Housing, Urban Development and ably, and I know they disturbed many others, including the
Local Government Relations, for the Minister for Mines andMinister for Aboriginal Affairs in South Australia. Our

Energy (Hon. D.S. Baker)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Mining Act—Application Fee.
Pipelines Authority Act—Form of Pipeline.

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE

Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): | bring up the twenty-sixth
report of the committee and move:

That the report be received.
Motion carried.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS

concern in all of this is, first, we do not want to see the
Aboriginal community torn apart by claim and counterclaim.
Secondly, enormous damage is being done to Aboriginal
heritage issues as a result of the question marks raised about
this particular issue in relation to Hindmarsh Island bridge.
Doug Milera said on air this morning that he was once a very
strong opponent to the bridge. He said also:

Let everybody in South Australia know that | was one of the
instigators who created the story to stop the bridge.
He went on to say:

The women'’s business is all fabricated.
He further said:

This debacle has gone on for far too long. My wife and | have
been under tremendous stress.

The SPEAKER: Order! I notice in the Gallery members Here is someone in Doug Milera, whom | can recall from my

of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Pacifiown visits to Goolwa and statements in the Goolwa area and
Island Parliament study tour. | welcome them to the Souttwho effectively led the protest against the construction of the
Australian Parliament and wish them well during the rest obridge. Through his wife, he was also very closely involved

their visit to South Australia. in the preparation of the Professor Saunders report which
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went to the Federal Minister and which became the basis fdffice is taking place at this time to focus on key areas where
placing a 25 year ban on the bridge. we believe we can do much better in terms of revenue

It is quite clear that both Doug Milera and Sarah Mileragathering processes and to make at least the compliance laws
are saying that the story concerning women'’s business wasuch more easily understood and met by the taxpayers,
concocted. It therefore raises further doubts, and this is on taparticularly those in the business sector.

of a series of very similar claims made by other womenwho  There are four major items in terms of compliance: first,
were involved with the meeting at which the women'’s issueshose who do not understand the law, and we are putting
were outlined to Professor Saunders. Quite clearly there isffort into voluntary compliance through educating taxpayers
now enormous doubt about the claims that have been madgd publishing circulars and rulings for as many people as
and the whole basis of the Saunders report. Of course, thgbssible; secondly, monitoring compliance levels and
report, and particularly the issue of women’s business, wagnforcing payments of correct amounts of tax where breaches
the entire foundation of the ban imposed by Mr Tickner.  of the law are detected; thirdly, identifying loopholes,
My concern relates to the enormous damage that has begfbiguity and uncertainty in legislation and policies; and,
done to Aboriginal heritage issues, along with the standingourthly, uncovering avoidance and evasion methods through
of Aboriginal heritage issues within the broader Southinvestigations. To undertake this there has been an increase
Australian community, and the ill feeling that is obviously of 23 in the staff in this area. That will change as the need
developing within that Aboriginal community itself, the changes, but it is believed that there is a need for an enor-
Ngarrindjeri community. Quite clearly the Federal Govern-mous amount of effort sooner rather than later. In relation to
ment cannot afford to stand back any longer and allow thosghe net benefit, at this stage we are being very conservative
divisions to continue to fester. In fact, it is more than aand looking at an extra $3.6 million above the salaries and
fester—it is now an open division within the community— wages associated with that effort, and we believe that it will
and, very importantly, it is now causing enormous damag®e much higher.
publicly ri.ght across Australia to the issue of reconciliation  \ye will be conducting a number of programs, targeting
and Aboriginal her!tage tems. . . financial institutions duty and looking at compliance in
Therefore, | reiterate the action | have outlined thisg|ation to motor vehicle stamp duty, at licensed premises and
afternoon in my ministerial statement: | call on the Primey; 51645 where we believe there has been consistent underpay-
Minister to immediately remove the ban on the building of yent of tax. Of course, penalties will be levied on those who
the bridge and, if he fails to do that within the next 48 hours e transgressed. It is important for the taxpayers of South
the South Australian Government will consider other optionsyystralia to be assured that we are collecting what is due to
opentot. them and to the Government. We intend to pursue that with
considerable vigour so that everyone believes that the system
EDS is fair.

Mr FOLEY (Hart): My question is again directed to the
Premier. Will the delayed EDS contract be signed this month PRISON SITE
as announced by the Premier on 20 April, and are the .
economic benefits negotiated by the Premier last year with 1he Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): In

EDS still in place? Last October the Premier told Parliamentorder to ensure adequate public consultation, will the Minister

We will benefit from the $500 million of additional economic for Correctional Services release the short list of sites for the

activity brought to South Australia by the way of this contract. ~ NeW 500 cell prison to be built in the metropolitan area and

i ?
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | will not talk publicly about managed by a private operator? Yesterday the Government

the neaotiations that are goina on. It would be inabprooriat confirmed that it was close to choosing a site for a new 500
t0 do sgo going on. ppropriateg, prison in the metropolitan area and the Minister revealed

Members interjecting: that the Government had a short list of sites—which |
: incl in the el f Bright.
The SPEAKER: Order! understand may include one in the electorate of Bright

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: When you are involved in The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: They are really short on

commercial negotiations, to talk about them publicly woulgduestions today. In the 1994-95 budget, money was gllocated
to find land for a new prison, that being a continuation of a

undermine your own position. We certainly do not intend to h
do that. The honourable member will just have to wait ang?"Oc€SS started by the previous Labor Government. When a
see. _|r_1al_ site has peen determlne_d by Cablnet, it WI|| b_e revealed;
itis inappropriate to release information on sites in advance.
STATE TAXES One thing that | can say, and | am pleased to report to the
House, is that the Government has been surprised by the large
Mr ROSSI (Lee): My question is directed to the number of councils, in particular regional councils, that have
Treasurer. What action is the Government taking to ensur@Pproached Government seeking an opportunity to have the
that it collects all the taxes and revenue due to it? new facility built in their area. Indeed, some of those councils
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: This is an issue for those people have already put their desire on the public record, and the
who obey the law and comply with the taxation laws andGovernment has been appreciative of those local government
regulations. It is aggravating and frustrating to find onPodies coming forward and expressing their interest in having
occasion that some people working in the industry are ndhat development occur within their area.
doing the same thing and, of course, are obtaining advantage One thing we have been insistent upon is that the site for
because of lack of compliance with the laws of the land. Fronthe new prison be in or near the Adelaide metropolitan area.
a Treasury point of view | am not amused, either, if revenue can assure the Deputy Leader that the site will be revealed
required and due to the Government by this sector is nawell before the next State election if he wants it on the board
being paid. A significant restructuring of the State Taxatiorbefore then.
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CHINESE HOUSING Parliament comments from the House of Commaiasard
of 21 April 1995. These comments were put on the record in
Mrs ROSENBERG (Kaurna): Will the Minister for  the House of Commons by the British Government and are
Housing, Urban Development and Local Governments follows:
Relations provide details of a project involving the Housing | 1994-95, the total number of escapes from prison and escorts
Trust that he has been working on with the Chinese housingutside prison, as a proportion of the average prison population, was
sector? 32 per cent lower than 1993-94 and 49 per cent lower than 1992-93,

. Thici ; ; the last year before the Prison Service became an agency. The total
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: This is another little bit of of 202 escapes from prison and escorts in 1994-95 includes 15 from

good news for South Australia. | am pleased to inform thene privately managed court escort and custody service—compared
House that the Housing Trust, together with principalio 26 in 1993-94 and one from the four contracted-out establish-

consultants Price Waterhouse Urwick, has just completed ments.

four month implementation phase of an Australian The rate of escapes continued to decline during 1994-95, and in

; ; e second half of the year—October 1994 to March 1995—the rate
International Development Assistance Bureau funde Of escapes was 67 per cent lower than the same period in 1992-

$.5 million consultancy project for the World Bank in China. o3 " “there were only three escapes from the privately managed

This Adelaide based consortium has provided computegourt escort and custody service—less than 10 per cent of the

based, Chinese language financial management systems fiwmber under the previous arrangements provided by the police and

housing management companies in Beijing, Yantai, Ningbd€ Prison Service.

and Chengdu as part of China’s Housing and Social Securityrepeat that the United Kingdom private sector prisoner

Systems Reform project. The reform project, using loan fundgansport service escape rate is less than 10 per cent of what

from the World Bank of approximately US$350 million, is it was when it was run by the British Government service. Let

intended to assist manufacturing and other enterprises s now look at the reason that many of those escapes

China to become competitive in the world market by enablingyccurred in the early days of private sector involvement in the

them to transfer responsibility for providing and managingUnited Kingdom.

housing (as well as social security and health care) for their Members interjecting:

workers to newly formed housing management companies. The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: If the Opposition will

This allows the businesses in China to concentrate on COjten: the British Government required the private sector to

actities. _ o utilise faulty prison vans—vans from which the windows
The technical assistance provided includes the develogyyid easily be kicked out—and those vans have now been

ment of financial management systems to suit local needs @panged. The contract no longer requires the company to use

well as systems implementation and training of staff in eachngse vans: it uses its own.

cit_y. Participation in this project_illustrates that the publicand | ot s look at what Group 4 has been contracted to do here

private sectors have expertise in a number of complementagy s, ;ih Australia—not to run a prisoner transport service but

areas with scope for cooperative arrangements t0 promofg§ n 5 prison. Let us look at the escape record from its

that expertise internationally. Following on from this projeCtprisons. It has two prisons in the United Kingdom, from one

there may be other opportunities for further participation ing¢ \yhich it has had no escapes at all. The other prison has
World Bank initiatives in the Asia region.

been operating for three years. It has had two escapes—two
escapes from a 320-bed prison, or an escape ratio over three
PRISON PRIVATISATION years of one escape per 160 prisoners. Over that same three-

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Is year period here in South Australia, the Mount Gambier

the Minister for Correctional Services concerned by '[héOrison has an escape rate of one to eight prisoners compared

record of Group 4, the private UK company he has contracte}q’Ith one to 160 and, compared with the whole prison system,

to run Mount Gambier Prison, and is the Minister aware thaft rate of one to 19.

in the first 15 days of the company’s contract to provide Croup 4's record far exceeds that of the current prison
prisoner escorts in the north of England seven prisoners eith§FTVice here in South Australia. It s far superior. As for its
escaped or were mistakenly released by Group 4? On the figpntract, if escapes from the Mount Gambier prison exceed
day of its contract, one man under Group 4 supervision ral'0S€ of the present prison system, and far below that, of two
from the courts. On the second day a prisoner kicked his walj} @Y one year, it pays for the rest. No other prison in the
out of a prison van. On day four a prisoner was accidentallfOUntry presently has to pay for its escapes. Group 4 would
released. On day five another prisoner fled from a van. ORave to. _ _
day six another prisoner was mistakenly released. On day 11 In terms of operating costs, we have already advised the
a 17-year old under Group 4 supervision escaped from thdouse that we have cut the cost of keeping a person in gaol
dock. And on day 12 another prisoner fled from a court inPy 24 per cent in 18 months. Group 4's contract price is for
Sheffield. Group 4 had a strike rate of one escape every thré@ecut of much more than 25 per cent below that new cost.
days, and the Minister wants it to come to South AustraliaThatis a good deal all round for South Australian taxpayers.

Members interjecting: Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! If the House wants Question  The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader of the
Time to continue, | expect members to comply with StandingOpposition for continuing to interject. The honourable

Order 142, or Standing Order 137 will be applied. member for Hartley.
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | am surprised that the
Leader of the Opposition stands in this House to muddy the WORKCOVER

representation of a company and would not have the courage

to make the statements that the Labor Party has been trying Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Thank you, Mr Speaker. My
to circulate outside this Parliament. In this Parliament we deajuestion—

in facts. | share with the Leader of the Opposition and the Members interjecting:



Wednesday 7 June 1995 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2575

The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest to the member for extended the contract to take the institution from being a
Spence, if | heard him correctly, that if he continues to objectemand institution to an institution housing both sentenced
or make snide comments in relation to rulings by the Chaiand remand prisoners. He did not understand the contract or
he will be named. The honourable member for Hartley.  the figures behind it. After those articles were run in the

Mr SCALZI: Thank you, Mr Speaker. My question is British press following the Public Accounts Committee issue,
directed to the Minister for Industrial Affairs. What progressretracting letters were then run in the British media detailing
has been made by WorkCover in the contracting out ofhe true situation. The contract here is for a five-year period
WorkCover claims management? and it is subject to an increase against CPI and wage move-

The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: As this House would know, ments. Itis a firm contract. If the company does not meet the
early in August there will be the total outsourcing of thecontract, it loses it: it is that simple. The company has an
management claims by WorkCover. One of the initialobligation to meet the contract that is being set for it here in
exercises was to ask all employers in the State whether théouth Australia.
would nominate insurance agents that they would take up. |
am pleased to announce that in the first round 57 per cent of WATER RATES
employers, which in essence represents 50 per cent of the

market share, have already nominated the companies with Mr EVANS (Davenport): Can the Minister for Infra-
which they wish to go. structure inform the House whether there is any truth in the

It is a very satisfying position at this stage. The newCurent comparisons being made between South Australian

reminder notices go out early this week to encourage the re¥{ater prices and those in the United Kingdom? The ALP has
of the employers to nominate their insurance company. ThB€gun an expensive advertising program as part of a cam-
reason is that early in August WorkCover Corporation will P2ign against the future restructuring of South Australia’s
allocate the balance to private insurers. | encourage ayater industry. This advertising appears to draw upon
employers to nominate, because at the end of the day th&pmparisons of the privatisation of the entire British water
may not wish to go to the companies allocated. We believ&!dustry with the contracting out of only the Adelaide
that this change involving outsourcing has been thoroughl etropolitan area water supply and treatment where the State
endorsed by the private sector. We have had an amazi overnment retains ownership of the asset and controls
response in such a short period, and it will enable us to ensuR!C€s-

that the WorkCover cost to employers is reduced quickly.  1ne Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Let us look at the truth of the
matter in relation to prices, which is something the Opposi-

PRISON PRIVATISATION tion has not pursued. Truth number 1: we are not privatising
or selling our water, as even one ALP advertisement admits
Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Is  when it says, ‘Oh, we are lucky; we still own our water—and
the Minister for Correctional Services concerned about theo will South Australians after this outsourcing contract.
$17.6 million blow-out in the cost of running Britain’s Truth number 2: water and sewerage services in Adelaide are
privatised gaol, a facility run by Group 4, the company whichcheaper than in any other capital city in Australia. According
the Minister has contracted to run Mount Gambier Prison? 180 the Agricultural and Resource Management Council of
he confident a blow-out will not occur at Mount Gambier? InAustralia and New Zealand, in 1993-94 the average annual
February 1995 the House of Commons Public Accountsost of water and sewerage services per household in
Committee found the cost of running The Wolds remand gaohdelaide was $469; in Sydney it was $490; and in Melbourne
was £8 million more than the original bid made by Group 4.it was $562.
The bid was £21.5 million over five years but the actual cost Truth number 3: last financial year UK citizens served by
is estimated to be £29.87 million, a blow-out of 39 per centNorth West Water (one of the three bidders in the contract to
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: Again, we have a case of operate the metropolitan water and sewerage system) paid
the Labor Party grabbing the first lot of the news and notess for their service than even people in Adelaide: they paid
grabbing the reply. an average of $398 per household. An ALP advertisement
Members interjecting: says that we should send some money to Betty’s mother to
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: If members listen, | will  pay the water bill, but the simple fact is that Betty’s mother
tell them what happened in the House of Commons after thdtas to send money out here to pay the water bill.
occurred. The information to which the honourable member Members interjecting:
refers involves a question asked by a Labor Party member on The SPEAKER: Order!
the Parliamentary Public Accounts Committee, a Labor Party The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Truth number 4: why do they
member who did not understand that the contract that thpay less for water in the UK? Because all over the world the
British Government had with Group 4 did not include thecost of operating water and sewerage services reduces if a
complete cost of all operations. What that Labor Partyprivate company is contracted to deliver the service to save
member who asked the question did not understand was thi@xpayers’ money while still, in this instance in South
the contract in the United Kingdom with Group 4 did not Australia, owning the assets. That is good and responsible
include the complete cost of all operations. What that Labomanagement of taxpayers’ money, and that is what we will
Party member asking the question also did not understardb in South Australia to keep the price of essential services
was that the United Kingdom contract with Group 4 did notwhere they are at the moment: the lowest in Australia. The
include the cost of electricity, gas, water and maintenance afampaign being run by the Leader of the Opposition is one
the prison building. Those items were not included in theof total fear and smear and has no relationship to the truth of
cost. the matter. The fact is that citizens in the UK pay less for
What he further did not understand was that the Britisttheir service than we do in Adelaide, and we pay less for our
Government had extended the contract with Group 4, hagervice—
extended the contract to cover more prisons and, further, Members interjecting:
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The SPEAKER: Order! so much. The study found that the leading factors which

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: —than any other capital city in could alter outcomes and prevent adverse effects are quality
Australia. assurance and peer review, and that was the situation in about

Members interjecting: 56 per cent of the cases. Interestingly, the survey is quite

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister has answered the specific in saying that the problems are not caused by a lack
question. | suggest to the member for Giles, who has bee®f resources in the hospital sector.
giving a running commentary during Question Time, thathe Indeed, many of the problems arise through an inability

no longer continue with that practice. or lack of desire to follow recognised protocols; of course,
some are caused by human error, and all the legislation in the
HOSPITAL CARE STUDY world will not stop that. Given that the survey said that the

) o problems are not caused by a lack of resources, and there was
- Ms GREIG (Reynell): Will the Minister for Health jittie evidence of problems caused by lack of hospital staff,
inform the House of the Government's response to the initig} yas a little disappointed but not at all surprised to hear the
findings of the Australian Hospital Care study released lastederal Labor Party candidate for Adelaide, Gail Gago,
week? speaking on television and making a link between hospital
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for ~ deaths and accident and staffing levels. It indicates that, once
Reynell for her interest in what was a very important studygagain, Ms Gago has got things wrong. Health Ministers of all
the first results of which were released last week by theylitical persuasions across Australia have grasped this nettle.
Federal Government. Several years ago the Federal Govern- there has been no political point scoring whatsoever on
ment commissioned, as part of a study into indemnityne matter, even though there have been some opportunities
insurance, a study of adverse outcomes in Australiafy that Unfortunately, the Federal ALP candidate for
hosp!tals. The cases studl_ed were for the calendar year 1994 1aide could not see the greater picture; she had to go for
28 sites were selected in New South Wales and Soutle pojitical easy grab. | believe that she is disavowing her
Augtraha, and a number of hospitals in both States part'c'patprofessional role, and it is a pity she is politicising the ANF.
ed in the study. ) ) _ | would once again draw a comparison with Dr Brendan
The study covered a variety of types of hospitals, in botte|son, who had a role in the AMA. Immediately he was
the public and private sectors, and clearly there was apreselected for the seat of Bradfield for the Liberal Party, he
opportunity, because of numbers, to allow an extrapolatlorpesigned his position with the AMA, and | call upon Ms Gago
from the two States across the whole of the health system ¢} 4 exactly the same because, unfortunately, her continued

Australia. I note with some surprise and concern that 16 pefise of her position to take quite clearly partisan political
cent of hospital admissions during 1992 were assessed asd@sitions is undermining professional nursing.

some way involving an adverse outcome. As | said, according

to the Federal Minister, that can be regarded as being PRISON PRIVATISATION

reflected nationally. If that is the case, that means that 10 000 SO SATIO

to 14 000 deaths related to treatment in the health care system \;; CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Is

may be regarded as being preventable. That is clearly,e Minister for Correctional Services concerned by a report
unacceptable. o _ ~ from Britain’s highly respected Chief Inspector of Prisons,
We must recognise that by definition the index populationyydge Stephen Tumim, that Group 4's remand prison in the
comprises those who are ill, potentially needing heroiqk offered prisoners the easy life, where prisoners had easy
measures to prolong life, and clearly they are in hospital onlyccess to hard drugs?Tine Timesf 26 August 1993, Judge

because of their UHQerlying i"neS.S. NeVertheIeSS, Minister$umim is quoted as Saying that prisoners in Group 4's prison
from around Australia, and certainly | and the Governmengt The Wolds near Huill enjoy, and | quote:

in South Australia, believe that one adverse outcome because A regime of corrupting lethargy in which prisoners lie in bed

of misadventure is one tOO, many, and the aim ought to bSask in the sun, enjoy easy access to hard drugs and ignore High
none. The Health Ministers’ forum last Friday supported theyuality education faciiities.

establishment of a national task force to report on the furthe{.

X ; : he report goes on to state that inmates have repeatedly
ggtg(;gaetsngfglsetﬁ:; t?]ogaer'([eosc:/es\':gri strategies to improve tkﬂ) eaded not guilty to prolong their stay at The Wolds remand

t prison and that tables in the visiting room have had to be

That inquiry will be chaired by Dr Bruce Armstrong. A s 8 .
the State level, we had an inkling of the results within SoutHowered o stop sexual activity between inmates and visitors.

Australia because of the fact that we were participating in thJUdge Tumim said, ‘For many inmates itis a wholly accept-
; s P pating ble life and they are anxious to delay their cases coming to
survey and, having an inkling of those results, we had alrea

. ial.
taken some steps to convene a seminar of key stake-holders .

: : : : e The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: Again, we have a Deputy
to discuss actions forthwith, and that will happen within theLeaderteIIing part of the story, and | doubt that the Opposi-

next few days. Luckily, one of the authors of the report,; d in this H inale d t about
Professor Bill Runciman, was available in South Australia aé'o.n can produce In this House a single document about any
ivate prison operating about which we are not aware and

. . . . . nr
a major player in the Royal Adelaide Hospital anaestheticl which fabricated matters have not been discounted since.

and intensive care area, and he will be a participant in th . . X
forum. P P hat is another document that has since been discounted.

We have also made plans, at my insistence, to discuss the 1€ Hon. M.D. Rann: This is a joke.
report at the conference of Health Ministers next week in The SPEAKER: Order!
Alice Springs, and a special report from the authors will The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: The Leader of the
address whether anything can be done immediately. How@pposition interjects, ‘This is a joke’. What was a sick joke
ever, we do need the support of the professionain this State—
associations—Governments and administrators can only do Members interjecting:
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The SPEAKER: Order! | would advise those members  The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: At this stage the estimated
who want to continue to disregard the authority of the Chaircost to do up the whole building and maintain its heritage is
that they will do so at their own peril. | have given the last$600 000. In terms of a bridge between the two buildings, if
warning to the Leader today. | do not want any morethe proposal continues, the bridge that was used by this
interjections when a question is being answered, or | willParliament for 50 years would be reinstated.
enforce the Standing Orders. That is not an idle threat.

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: What was a sick joke in NATIONAL PARKS
this State was the fact that under the previous Labor Govern- Mrs KOTZ (Newland): Will the Minister for the

ment it cost 25 per cent more to keep someone in gaol here " . .
in South Australia than it did in other States. It was the=nVironment and Natural Resources provide details on moves
o increase Aboriginal involvement in national parks? | have

previous Labor Government which installed a heate : . AT
swimming pool in the Adelaide Remand Centre and een interested in recent comments highlighting the need to
improve resources for our national parks, so | ask the

swimming pool at Port Lincoln prison, which installed glass, ,.". o .
walled squash courts in Mobilong prison and which becamglmlster specifically whether there are opportunities for

: : : : boriginal involvement.
an international laughing stock because of the recreation ) .
facilities it provided to prisoners. What is more, Group 4 was, 1 ne Hon. D.C. WOTTON: To answer the question, yes,
one of many British organisations that looked at the prisori"€r€ are opportunities, and | am very keen to ensure—
system in this State and indicated it was an example of what 1he Hon. R.B. Such:its awin-win.
should never happen anywhere else in the world. It was the The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: Itis a win-win situation, and
same Labor Government that built a fine default facility with| @M very keen to ensure that these opportunities are provided
a five foot fence around it, where prisoners could come anfpr Aboriginal people. | think most members would be aware
go as they pleased and often had trouble getting back i@t providing ample resources for our national parks system
again, because they were drunk after they had been to tfi @ Significant issue. The issue was not addressed by the
pub. That is the sort of prison that was run under the LaboPrevious Government and we are very keen to address it in

Government in this State, and that is the sort of prison thigh€ very near future. The issue has been overlooked, particu-
Government has been fixing. larly in a State that has more than 20 million hectares of land

under the parks and reserves system; that is 20 hectares for

Thatis the system that we have turned around in reSp?%R/ery man, woman and child in South Australia under our
of cost. After our being in government for only 18 months it national parks and wildlife system

now costs 24 per cent less to keep someone in gaol here i | am keen to promote further involvement by traditional
South Australia than it did under Labor. My department P f . ylra
orkers. We are already moving to improve and increase

makes no apologies for those cuts in costs; it is proud o Il - .
rograms for Aboriginal involvement in a number of

them. Only last night my Chief Executive Officer was pleased;eserves, including the Witjira, Gammon and Coorong

to be able to tell members of this Parliament in a briefing tha tional parks. iust to name a few. | believe very stronaly that
the main reason that the change in cost structure was possi:i]g P ) : Y gy

was the entry of the private sector into the South Australia rgg'itr']?gflrce)\t';ggasbﬁggc?iy&rr]%lg’ r;%trogx('snsmsigggggggf
prison system. My Chief Executive Officer and departmenta p 9 P y

" ourism. | am very keen to see that happen. Funding has been
staff know full well that the threat of competition has pUShed@ade available in the budget to ensure that that does happen.

. ; : . As | said previously, our parks possess untapped potential
prlcelfurther: so that the taxpayer is spending less on keeplr{ﬂat could aFr)1d Shouﬁé be aptthe gentre of nev\llj?)rorgotional
eople in prison. o ' . " |
peop .p. ) ) opportunities for this State. Certainly, opportunities are there
_The misinformation about Group 4 was circulated by thego iy olvement by Aboriginal people, volunteers and also
British prison officers union. So, we now no longer need 0y jyate operators and private enterprise. | am particularly

fear the private sector in this State. We have seen thgsen 1o provide opportunities for Aboriginal involvement as
misinformation pushed by the unions. The fact is that afteg yatter of urgency.

that report was written the British Government awarded yet

another prison contract and two more prisoner transport ASBESTOS

contracts to Group 4, based on the quality of its prison

management and its transport service. To put that transport Ms WHITE (Taylor): What will the Minister for

service in context, this is a company that transports in exce$$ousing, Urban Development and Local Government

of 100 000 prisoners a year—more than are transported iRelations do to address the huge problem that exists because

Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria and South Australighere is no register of asbestos present in Housing Trust

put together. Itis a company with a good record. The fact ihiomes? In the six months that | have been a member of this

that this is a good decision, which will save taxpayers'Parliament, several constituents have complained to me about

money. If the Leader of the Opposition wants to pay far morgemoval or disturbance of asbestos in their Housing Trust

to keep people in gaol, let him stand up and say that and tak@&.commodation without proper safety procedures. In each

the flak. case this has arisen because work persons have been unaware
of the presence of asbestos. The most recent complaint came

OLD PARLIAMENT HOUSE to me from a woman whose floor beneath an asbestos backed

lino was sanded in her and her baby’s presence.

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): | ask the Premier what The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | thank the honourable
parliamentary facilities will be provided and to whom in Old member for her question. | thought | answered at length a
Parliament House and at what cost, and will the facilitiessimilar question on this subject within the last week or so. |
include a bridge between Old Parliament House andeferred to a pamphlet which the Housing Trust produced and
Parliament House? to the fact that, if any tenant finds any asbestos in their
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property about which they are concerned, they should contaceport and maintain and preserve our position in terms of
the regional manager, because we have qualified people wigenerating capacity if we continue the reforms, productivity
will go in and remove it. If the honourable member has anyand efficiency gains with ETSA. That is good news for the
other question, the procedure is that the Housing Trust wilemployees of ETSA, because it will secure their position in
move in and remove any loose asbestos if a tenant is cothe long term. They will not be subservient to interstate
cerned that anything in the property has loose asbestos withpower generating capacity or to private sector co-generation
it. Of course, if a tenant puts in something which containsapacity in future from the opening up of the national
asbestos and then moves on, the Housing Trust will have relectricity market as a result of Prime Minister Keating's
knowledge of that. | say again that, if tenants are concernetiirust.

that there is loose asbestos in their property, they should | commend the work force of the Electricity Trust on what
contact the Housing Trust and it will have it removed. In faCt,they have been able to achieve over the past couple of years,
itwas on Wednesday 31 May, in response to a question fromnore particularly in this last year. The changed structure has

the member for Mitchell (page 2411 éfansarg that | worked, and we will have to continue to work on it to ensure
referred to this matter. that we keep ahead of the competition interstate. With regard
to Clive Armour, in particular, the new General Manager of
ELECTRICITY TRUST EFFICIENCY the Electricity Trust, | acknowledge that his management

style and interaction with the work force has ensured a

Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): Can the Minister for cjryral change and new direction to bring benefits to all
Infrastructure provide the House with any detail aboutgq iy Australians.

improvements in the efficiency of ETSA and its contribution
to the South Australian economy and how it will be placed
to perform under the Hilmer national competition policy

adopted by COAG? o Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): Does the Minister for
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The last full financial year was Health stand by his answer to my question regarding Mark

the best year in the Electricity Trust's 50-year history iNHiggins of 1 June:

terms of operating performance and profit. For the 10 months At the moment the parents would prefer that he be transferred

to the e_nd .Of April this year the Electricity Tru_st IS out- from the Julia Farr Centre to another institution, and the IDSC case
performing its record of the year before. Its operating surplusmanager is negotiating this at present.

before additional Government contributions, of $163 million

based on that 10-month figure is an increase of $4.1 milliof) have again been contacted by the family and they have

over the 1993-94 record of $158.9 million surplus, and it isreiterated that they would prefer that Mark not be moved

$24.7 million higher than the budget of $138 million. from the Julia Farr Centre, believing, supported by medical

One might ask how the surplus is being accounted for. Iievidence, that the Julia Farr Centre is the proper facility to

is being accounted for principally through increased sales aljél‘ater for Mark's great medical needs. The advice to the

increased economic activity in South Australia. Industrial an inister is contradictory to the facts of the S|tuat|op.
commercial increases in sales are the result of the improve- 1€ SPEAKER: The honourable member is now
ment in the economy, as are residential sales. That is despff@mmenting. The honourable Minister for Health.
the fact that during the period from 1 July last year there was The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The advice that | gave was
a reduction of up to 22 per cent for small and mediumthe advice that | had been given: ?.S | indicated, | reaq from
businesses and a 15 per cent reduction for residentigtters that | received between being asked the question and
customers in their off-peak tariffs. Despite the tariffs goingthe end of Question Time. The simple fact is that in these
down, we have increased revenue because the sales volufatters the whole trend of care of people who need the types
has increased substantially. of therapies Whi_ch at present are available at th.e QUIia Farr

The Electricity Trust of South Australia is gearing itself Centre is altering: it is moving to provide it in the
up to meet the challenges of Hilmer. It is doing so not onlycommunity, and th_at is the modern thrust of health care. 'I_'hat
by reducing its costs of operation and of tariffs to busines§as been recognised for years and years, and there is no
and residential customers, securing South Australia’s positiouestion about that. It is not a trend in South Australia since
as a low cost of operation State, but at the same time b{pis Government came to office: it has been a trend around
making a significant contribution to the Treasury in Souththe world for years.
Australia. There was a large contribution from ETSA and  The Julia Farr Centre, according to a report commissioned
from EWS, and so there should be if they are good Governaot by this Government but by the previous Government,
ment trading enterprises properly focused and deliveringdopted strategies that would see the provision of appropriate
benefits to all taxpayers of South Australia. | remind thecare for people in the community. That is not this Govern-
Opposition that those dividends going to the Treasury havanent’s direction: it is in the recommendations of a report
meant no new taxes and no increases in the taxation basedammissioned by the previous Government following trends
the budget only a week ago. The performance of our Goverraround the world for year after year.
ment trading enterprises is assisting all taxpayers and the In this instance, | am more than happy to re-examine the
economy of this State. information that | was given. However, it would appear as if

I acknowledge the work force and management of thehe member for Torrens, like a number of ideas that the
Electricity Trust for clearly focusing on a strategic direction present Opposition has, is locked in a time warp. There is no
and implementing the plan for the benefit of Southquestion but that the trend towards the provision of better and
Australians. In doing so, they are ensuring that generatingppropriate care in the community is worldwide. All | can say
capacity for power will remain in the regional economy of is that there may be some misconceptions by people who do
South Australia. We will be able to meet competition fromnot understand that the talk of community care does not
interstate as a result of Prime Minister Keating’s Hilmermean, dare | say it, dumping people into the community: it

JULIA FARR CENTRE
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means appropriate care facilities, transport to rehabilitation The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Giles has a point

facilities— of order. He has been in the House for a long time and he has
Mrs Geraghty interjecting: been a Minister. | therefore suggest his point of order will be
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Torrens has had spot on.

a fair go. The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Thank you for your

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: —and care workersinthe confidence, Sir. The Minister for Correctional Services is
community. That is the sort of thing that is offered. In fact,clearly enlarging upon an answer to a previous question.
it is the provision of aimost the same care in the CommunityPersonal explanations are available for that, if the Minister
I will certainly look at the exact circumstances again, butwvants to enlarge on a previous answer. Whilst he may surely
there is no question that what is happening at Julia Fa@nswer the question in any way he wishes that is related to the
Centre in general reflects community devolution from aroundiuestion, he cannot do so in relation to a previous question

the world. on a totally different subject. That is clearly out of order.
Members interjecting:
POLICE NEWSLETTER The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | am appealing to the

Speaker’'s commonsense.

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): | ask the Minister for The SPEAKER: Order! As the Chair has already ruled,
Emergency Services, following his answer to the member foit is up to Ministers to answer questions as they see fit. Could
Playford yesterday, what information contained in issud say to the honourable member for Giles—
number 61 of the departmental publicati®olice Postwas Members interjecting:
erroneous or misleading? Yesterday the Minister told the The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Giles was one
House that he had spoken to the Commissioner of Police as the most skilful people at giving lengthy answers, perhaps
soon as he became aware of the existence of that issue it giving the detail that the questioner desired, when he was

Police Post The Minister said: a Minister.
The document contained information which was erroneous in Members interjecting:
some respects and which was misleading in others. The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Minister.

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | do not have acopy ofthe ~ The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: | know full well why the
document in front of me, so | will be happy to bring back aLabor Party does not want me to continue with this line. They
report to the honourable member and give him those detail§now, | am sure, what Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of

Members interjecting: Prisons in the UK said in his latest report of Group 4. That

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: The Deputy Leader information was also provided to the House of Commons by
interjects. We have had a day of misinformation thrown intothe Secretary of State for the Home Department, and it is as
this Parliament by the Labor Party. The last attack was ofPllows:

Group 4, a company with which we have signed a contract There is evidence that Group 4 has been performing very well in
to manage the Mount Gambier Prison, a company abou contracts with the Home Office.

which in 1994 the report from which the Leader of the Members interjecting:

Opposition did not quote stated (and | quote from a report The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will round off his
that was put together by Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector ofanswer.

Prisons— The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: Her Majesty’s Chief

Mr CLARKE: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. | Inspector of Prisons praised the quality of staff at HMP The
would ask for your ruling with respect to Standing Order 98,Wolds which is managed by Group 4, and said the prison was
I think, that the Minister has to actually answer a question—an enormous success. The court escorting service supplied by

The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order. Group 4 provides better value for money, costing—

Members interjecting: Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: When the House comes to order, the The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest to the Minister that he
Chair will give a ruling. Ministers answer questions in ahas adequately answered the question. Leave is withdrawn.
manner which they think is appropriate. It is not for the Chair
to direct them. Answers should be, in the view of the Chair,
precise and as short as possible. The honourable Minister for
Emergency Services.

Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker.
| asked a question about a Police Department publication. |

am now getting an answer about the Correctional Services The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the

GRIEVANCE DEBATE

Department. .
The SPEAKER: Order! That s a frivolous point of order. House note grievances.

The honourable Minister. Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): | refer to a farcical situation
Members interjecting: that occurred on the steps of Parliament House yesterday, 6

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Mr Speaker, | rise ona Jjune, at 1 p.m. Two rallies or protests on two separate issues
point of order. It is clear that the Minister for Correctional were held simultaneously. That was rather unfortunate and

Services is e_nlarg_mg_— could easily have been avoided. One group was politically
Members interjecting: oriented and heavily supported by union organiser, Mr
The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order. George Apap, who is, | believe, well known to both sides of
Members interjecting: this Parliament.

The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: | am dealing with the Members interjecting:
Speaker, not with you. The SPEAKER: Order! There is too much conversation.
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Mr LEGGETT: Yesterday, Mr Apap decided to throw The Timeswas wrong; the House of Commons Public
his considerable influence behind a protest against thi&ccounts Committee was wrong; and the Governor of Hull
Government and the proposed closure of the Port Adelaidgrison was wrong, just as last week the Police Commissioner
Girls High School. We have a democratic right to protest inof South Australia was wrong. The Minister for Correctional
an orderly manner on whatever issue we want. Personally,Services has entered into a deal with Group 4 to run the
do not agree with yesterday’s protest by the Port Adelaid®dount Gambier gaol, which he wants to see as South
Girls High School, but that is immaterial in the context of my Australia’s first private gaol. Group 4 runs private gaols
remarks this afternoon. elsewhere, and by all reports does not run them very well. It

The ALP organised rally, together with the Port Adelaidealso operates a prisoner escort service and it does not seem
Girls High School support group, presented a petition tdo have a great record there, either. In fact, in Britain Group
Education spokesperson, the Hon. Carolyn Pickles, whicH is a joke. Members only had to watch the Clive James show
will ultimately be presented to this Parliament. As | havelast Saturday night to see the audience reaction to the very
said, this is a country in which we have freedom of speechnention of Group 4.
and | respect protests made anywhere in an orderly manner, Unfortunately, the shortcomings of Group 4 and its record
such as this one. Indeed, | respect protests particularly on thie its home country are serious matters for the South
steps of Parliament House. We have witnessed many over tiaustralian taxpayer. The first privatised prison in Britain is
years, both very large ones and very small ones, of alh remand gaol, The Wolds, in the north of England. In
types—political, non-political and social. February this year the House of Commons Public Accounts

However, what the general public does not know abou€ommittee found that the cost of running that prison had
yesterday’s saga is that the other protest rally group thailown out by a massive 39 per cent under Group 4's manage-
involved a social issue was organised by that non-politicament. It won the contract with a bid of £21.5 million over five
group weeks and weeks before yesterday. This organisatioyears, but the actual cost is estimated to be £29.87 million.
when arranging its protest rally, sought and gained permisFhe blowout in Australian dollars is about $17.6 million. That
sion from the Presiding Officer of this Parliament, which is,comes from a Public Accounts Committee report this year—
of course, correct procedure. Permission having been grantéd,February 1995. There were also important questions raised
the organisation put into operation its advertising campaigas to why Group 4 had won the contract in the first place,
to promote the rally. It was quite an extensive undertakingiven that its original bid was not the lowest received. Group
and done with very little money. 4 had significantly underestimated costs and had not included

Mr Apap also organised his rally and, rightly, soughtwater, gas or electricity costs at all in its initial contract. | am
permission to use the steps of Parliament House. He went told that two tenders were lower: one by £2.5 million.
the Adelaide City Council—and that was his first mistake—to ~ British MPs apparently took interest in the fact that one
obtain permission. Although someone there said they wouldf the eight members of the evaluation panel that awarded the
organise it with Parliament, unfortunately that was not donegontract to Group 4 later left the prison service and actually
and no permission was given to Mr Apap by Parliament untijoined Group 4. There are many details we would like to
much later on. He was told that another group had als&now about the awarding of the Group 4 contract to run
booked the steps of Parliament House for 1 p.m. and MMount Gambier, and the contents of that contract. One of
Apap was offered a time slot of 2.30 to 4 p.m. When athose questions is: was Group 4’s the lowest bid and, if not,
compromise was offered by the group opposing prostitutiomhy was it accepted? There are also concerns about how it
in this case, Mr Apap refused, claiming that he had alreadyuns The Wolds, in Britain. The highly respected Chief
advertised for that time of day. Even though he still had timénspector of Prisons in the United Kingdom, Judge Stephen
to change the time of his rally, he refused. He and thdumims, said that prisoners do not want to leave The Wolds;
organisers of the education rally refused to listen to dife there is too good. This is from a judge whom the Minister
compromise and we ended up tragically with a very farcicafor Correctional Services today insulted, just as he insulted
situation. the UK House of Commons Public Accounts Committee.

Sadly, we had two protests about two totally different  Following a nine day inspection, the Chief Inspector of
issues. It was an unsatisfactory situation for both parties andrisons in the UK—a judge—reported that drugs were easy
unnecessary. | believe that Mr Apap was totally and comto find and that there was a high level of assault. In the 12
pletely out of order. It was a display of arrogance by Mrmonths to 31 March 1993 drugs had been found on 46
Apap, and one day | hope he considers other people for @ccasions and some prisoners said that drugs, including
change. There was a distinct lack of wisdom and toleranceheroin and cocaine, were easier to obtain at The Wolds than

The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair clearly indicates that in other prisons. Inmates could stay in bed as long as they
no criticism can be levelled at the staff of Parliament Housavanted, and few used the excellent facilities for physical or
in relation to what happened yesterday. One group had gorfgental education. As far as prisoner escorts go, Group 4 has
through the right procedures and was granted permission; th@d a chequered and unflattering history, as detailed in the
other group, unfortunately, did not. In handling this matter,nitial part of today’s Question Time. Of course, later, prison
the staff did everything strictly in accordance with the officials tried to claim that they were not all Group 4's fault,
procedures laid down. | want it clearly understood that ndut since then there have been disturbing accusations that
criticism can be made against anyone in relation to théroup 4 has toughened up on prisoner escorts.
administration of the House. The honourable Leader of the In May 1994 the Governor of Hull prison called for an
Opposition. inquiry into Group 4 after a prisoner arrived at his prison

slumped unconscious in a pool of vomit and blood. A

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):  separate inquest found that another prisoner had died because
Today the Minister for Emergency Services, in dealing withof a lack of care by Group 4 guards. All this is distressing, but
our details about Group 4’s record in Britain, said that athey are just a sample of the reports that have led to Group
leading British judge was wrong; the Murdoch newspape#’'s having such a poor reputation in the United Kingdom.
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There is no doubt that prisons are not easy to run: escapeksing down the Moonta and Wallaroo mines. | would like
occur, attacks occur, and drugs are a problem in many gaols congratulate all involved with the Jubilee 150 copper trek
regardless of who runs them. But these reports from then the success of the event and the opportunity it gave many
United Kingdom, from judges and from Public Accountsof the young ones. In particular, Robin Page and Leonie
Committees, are certainly no winning recommendation, as theretwell did a terrific job, as they have done with so many
Minister seems to allege, for Group 4’s winning the contracother Jubilee 150 events in Burra this year.

for Mount Gambier gaol. There are many questions lefttobe | yrge any members who have not recently made the visit
answered. to Burra to do so. If they do, | also encourage them to go for

) ing th i a short drive along the Burra-Morgan Road to see at first
Mr KERIN (Frome): During the recent parliamentary nanq 4 road about which they hear so much in this Chamber.
break | had the honour of launching the inaugural copper tre

f B Kadi f the hiahliahts of B ,~Any members who have not visited Burra will probably be
rom Burra to Kadina as one of the highlights of Burra’s 5 15764 at the heritage attractions in the town and at the
Jubilee 150 year. It was a significant event and, importantly, ,\ber of places worth visiting. For example, there is the

it aimed to give young people a better idea and appreciatiofgioric school, a magnificent old building, which was

of those who pioneered the mining areas of South Australia, v, a1y yilt to accommodate 800 children and is well worth
of which Burra and the Copper Triangle were two very yisit

important ones. | launched the walk at the Burra Community
School on Tuesday 2 May, and it was concluded at Kadina
on Saturday 13 May. On the way, many of the schools in th
relevant areas were included in the walk. This include
children from Mount Bryan, Burra, Booborowie, Farrell Flat, moments ago by the member for Hanson. | was a part of that

Mintaro, Clare, Watervale, Blyth, Port Wakefield, Riverton, rally as were my colleagues the member for Price and the

Paskeville and Kadina. As well, many other family memberyon' Carolyn Pick[es in another place as Oppqsition Spokes-
and groups joined in the walk :ollong the way person on education. We were there defending one of our

As members would no doubt be aware, last century thlocal schools. | do not know what the arrangements were in

mining areas of South Australia, notably Burra, Kapunda an rms .Of p;]erm|SS|ohn or Whohd'd not ha¥eppe|(m|53|on|i| all |
the Copper Triangle, benefited enormously from the skills o now Is that out there on the steps of Parliament House

AT e ._yesterday were a group of committed people, including
the Cornish immigrants. There were actually some Cornis

people on the first boat to reach Kangaroo Island in 1836, aqudents, fighting for the survival of their high school. It is

since then it has been a continuous movement this way, ev 4 disappointing when a member such as the member for

- ) - ) T . anson comes into this place and criticises a school for
ggﬂ:J%dgg}rIgﬁ g%%lz)s':1;iﬁ%k;{ntgiod'ssggg'Xﬁ;:gﬁ;eiﬁrt]:]hsimply tryi_ng to fight for its own survival. This schoo_l has
years from 1840 to 18&30. Whilst some were farmers or farnewoeen waging a battle to keep the doors open, and thls_battle
labourers, teachers and clergymen, the majority were mine\[’é'lﬂ eC (t)hn at1|tnl;j :t.tlleetrtl)ctcr)]%raeg:\/tehri;%hnc;ol atevery opportunity to
or people connected with the mining industry, such as ) T )
engineers. They came to Australia for different reasons, but As local members of Parliament with constituents who
the majority were escaping the mining industry in Cornwall, attend that school (I know I can speak for my colleague the
which had gone into decline in about 1850, raising manynember for Price) we stand side by side with that school in
hardships. To them Australia offered a new opportunity andts battle against this Government and will continue to do
a bit of adventure. The Cousin Jacks were recognised 48at. That group had every right to be on the steps of
probably the best hard rock miners in the world. Parliament House yesterday. It had every right to put its

South Australian mining companies, notably the Soutirguments forcibly to this Government. Whether or not the
Australian Mining Association at Burra and the Wallaroo andother group had permission really does not bother me.
Moonta Mining and Smelting Company, recruited hundreds<resterday’s affairs on the steps of the House could have been
of miners and their families to come to South Australia,conducted better, and the school does not deserve to be
offering them two to three times the wages they would get irpriticised by that Other_gr_oup as itis being criticised. It does
Cornwall. With them they brought many distinctive charac-not deserve to be criticised by the member for Hanson,
teristics, which we still see today in many of the chapels an€cause a lot of very good people are working hard to save
other buildings around the place. Their entertainmenthat scho_ol_. | am_(_j|§app0|nted that for their actions they are
preferences also carry the day, with the festivals and brag¥W receiving criticism.
bands in these areas being part of that heritage. The Burra | commend those who are behind the efforts to save the
Jubilee 150 copper trek to Kadina was an opportunity foschool. | refer in particular to the efforts of Mary Witts,
students to commemorate the efforts of the Cornish miner€hairperson of the Port Adelaide Girls High School Support
in South Australia, and at the launch it was terrific to see th&roup. My colleagues on this side will find it almost
number of young and not so young people take thelisbelieving but|also wantto commend the work of George
opportunity to dress up in the clothes of that period. Apap. | stand in this House in defence of George. Of course,

As we headed off on the trek there was terrific enthusiasnGeorge came under a scurrilous attack from the member for
among the walkers, and that was still evident a couple oHanson but he is not able to defend himself. | am prepared
hours later when | quit. As | drove off into the sunset itto stand in this Chamber on this issue and defend George
started to rain, which might have dimmed the enthusiasm\pap’s right to organise a rally to help that school with his
later in the day. The walkers closely followed the route usedvealth of experience. He should not be subjected to such a
years ago as restless Burra miners sought new prosperity sturrilous attack. George Apap, Mary Witts and all those
the mines of Wallaroo and Moonta. This route was also welinvolved in the support of the Port Adelaide Girls High
used in 1864 as many of the miners returned to their homeSchool have my support and should not be subjected to this
and families in Burra when a very serious strike occurredscurrilous rewriting of events of yesterday.

Mr FOLEY (Hart): | rise to defend the Port Adelaide
irls High School against the disappointing attack a few
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This is but a school that is in a desperate fight for survivalinvestigated. This aquaculture management plan was
Itis up against a Government that is imposing a most unjusindertaken with considerable consultation involving the
and unfair treatment upon it. The people concerned werpublic, Government and industry.
simply on the steps of this House exercising their democratic More recently, a nutrition research project has been
rights and voicing their opposition to actions of this Govern-undertaken with the National Agriculture Research Centre.
ment. The other group involved on the steps of ParliamenBARDI and the tuna boat owners have recently had their first
House yesterday could have given far greater courtesy to thatals of a soft food pellet. That pellet is to supplement the
group. It could have provided an opportunity for both groupspilchards that have been brought from America and Japan
to be heard. It did not need to be a competition over whanto Boston Harbor to feed fish in the tuna farm.
could yell the loudest. | am disappointed that the other group The Marine Science Centre, which was built this year on
chose to make it difficult for the Port Adelaide Girls High the shores of Port Lincoln, acknowledges the importance of
School to get its message across. But get their message acrdss fishing industry to that area and to the State. Not only do
they did and for that they should be proud. There were a loive have tuna but we also have oysters, abalone and crayfish.
of young people on the steps who, in my eyes, acted and/e are the premier fishing port in Australia. Our harbor is
behaved well in excess of their years. They were very maturfdve times larger than Sydney Harbour.
people fighting for a just cause. Joe Puglisi, who developed the farm idea, spoke at a

The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair advises the member luncheon meeting at the Tunarama Festival for the ABC
for Hart that there is in place a process, which was adminisBusinesswoman of the Year award. Mr Puglisi pointed out
tered by my predecessor and about which to my knowledgthe value of the tuna farms also for tourism. As he said, they
no-one has ever complained, whereby people book a time tare unique. Japanese tourists will love to visit the farms at
use the steps of Parliament House so that they may have &ort Lincoln, catch a tuna and take millions of photographs
opportunity to state their point of view. The process isto show back home. They will be marvellous ambassadors.
designed to ensure that all groups, no matter what cause th&ashimi is such an expensive delicacy in Japan that to serve
support, have an opportunity. One group was authorised aradmeal of unlimited sashimi to those Japanese tourists will be
had sought permission a considerable time ago. Mr Apam never-ending talking point and excellent publicity for Eyre
who | understand was organising the other group, did naPeninsula, Port Lincoln and South Australia.
seek permission or go through the process. The staff here Another television personality, Rex Hunt, was impressed
keep accurate records and go through the process in a magith the fishing along the Eyre Peninsula coastline, so the
meticulous way. | therefore hope that the member for Hartegion is receiving further positive publicity as a result. He,
was not criticising the administration of this matter, becauséoo, was impressed with the scale of the tuna farm operations.
| understand that any criticism to be made results from thés he said, they are an innovation that is leading the world.
fact that Mr Apap did not go through the correct processes. It is not only Japanese tourists who will be interested in
The honourable member for Flinders. this initiative. Tourists are coming from as far afield as

America to look at what we are doing in tuna farming. It is

Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): | draw the House’s attention important that we devise packages that are specifically
to a unique industry that has now been founded in Bostodesigned to suit tourists in this boutique industry. Hundreds
Bay in Port Lincoln, involving tuna farms. In 1982-83 catchesof jobs are being provided as a spin-off from tuna farms. The
peaked in the wild fishery but then fell dramatically. Five tourism potential, research and development, and education
years ago Joe Puglisi decided that something was needediifand the manufacture of food all involve employing people.
the industry was to survive. At that time 15 kilogram tunaTherefore, that one innovative idea has created a great
were being sold to the cannery for 90¢ per kilo. Now that thenumber of jobs in an area that badly needs them.
tuna farms have been in existence for five years they are
selling 60 kilogram fish for a price of $25-plus perkilotothe ~ Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | support the Government and
sashimi market in Japan, sashimi being a delicacy to ththe Premier’s statement today on the important issue of the
Japanese people. Five years ago there was no income frddindmarsh Island bridge and the traditional beliefs of the
the farming of tuna fish, whereas this year we expect to makidgarrindjeri people. All members will share the Premier's
$80 million, with an expected $200 million in the next few concerns, especially as he described the matter as being of
years. Like all good ideas, this one was born of necessity, angrave concern to his Government. It is a matter of grave
it is a credit to people like Joe Puglisi, tuna boat owners andoncern to all South Australians.
the people in the industry who have created this business. It Our Prime Minister and the Commonwealth Parliament
is bringing people from around the world, and it is surprisinghave been very long and loud in their rhetoric about reconcili-
to me how few people in Adelaide and South Australia areation. A number of members in this House, including myself
even aware of it. and yourself, Sir, have spoken on many occasions about what

A major research project was undertaken in 1990 by thés needed to make this truly a nation united in all its peoples,
Tuna Boat Owners Association jointly with the Japaneseo matter from which cultural background they come. The
Overseas Fishing Cooperative and the State Government. TRgime Minister, whenever possible over the past few years,
Japanese Overseas Fishing Cooperative put in $2 million toas been loud in his rhetoric. He has aright to be so, because
assist with funding. During this research the project examinethe powers of the Parliament are clearly set out in this section
the capture of tuna from the wild and the transport of tunaf the Constitution:
from the wild into cages in the bay. It looked at the different  The Commonwealth Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution,
holding systems, which over the past five years have evolvethve power to make law for the peace, order and good Government
greatly. More recently, an aquaculture management plan h&the Commonwealth in respect to. . .
been undertaken for Boston Bay. The effects on the bay aritlis directed to people of any race for whom it is deemed
its environment, including the effects of the nutrients put intonecessary to make special laws. The Government has done
the farms and of the dispersal of those nutrients, have beehat in respect of Aboriginal people. In this matter, the Prime



Wednesday 7 June 1995 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2583

Minister is clearly failing not only the Ngarrindjeri people but might or might not have been the events of yesterday. There
all the Aboriginal peoples of Australia. was no criticism implied or meant.

We all know that there is a body of thought within the
community which is suspicious of claims of tribal custodian-
ship of land and, indeed, the nature of sacred sites. There are
those who believe that, whenever a development is mooted,
a sacred site will be discovered. That might have more to do
with having an impact on the development than the nature of
the site. | hope that that suspicion is generally unfounded and ESTIMATES COMMITTEES
that it is a prejudice that is held by only some people.

Unfortunately, because of the controversy surrounding this The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer): | move:

case, that prejudice is openly being touted not only on the 3¢ 3 message be sent to the Legislative Council requesting that
streets of Adelaide but on radio stations and throughout thge Minister for Education and Children’s Services (Hon. R.I.
Commonwealth. Lucas), the Attorney-General (Hon. K.T. Griffin) and the Minister

If our Prime Minister is genuine about reconciliation with foglﬂﬁi?sﬂznp(g%r}ﬁgéa?f !a_t?ézdrlgwgh ?%T/gef:v i?j‘;:]hcee ngflglrztl\tlﬁe
the Aboriginal peoples and between all groups in society, Estimatés Committees of the House of Assembly on the Appropri-
suggest that he listen very carefully to the words of outation Bill.

Premier today. The current course of inaction by the
Commonwealth Government has done more to put back the
cause of reconciliation than all the years of racism in this
country. What we have before this Parliament, before all
South Australians and before the Commonwealth generally
is an appalling situation which, for the good of everybody,
needs to be cleared up.

The member for Ridley was pilloried some months ago for Lo . . .
endeavouring to have the matter looked at. Because what he M D LAINE (Price): This is another typical Liberal
was saying was not politically correct or fashionable, it waUl: Slash and burn budget. The Liberal philosophy is that, if
easy to make fun of him. | am sure that people in thdhere is a problem, it must take the dry solution and fix the

community would not make as much fun of him today as the)problem quickly without regard to the less fortunate people

tried to make some months ago. There are responsible peopfeCUr community and the impact of that action as it translates
0 job losses and the diminution of public services. In other

in this House who have repeatedly stood up not because thé} d h . | ¢ o] tusti N th

are against what the Aboriginal peoples are trying to achiev¥'ds: t ertt? IS 30 he ery:entko hsofj'?j Justice Im tl.e

in terms of the preservation of their culture and heritage bu?®VeMMENts mind when it makes hard decisions. | realise
at hard decisions must be made in Government, and | can

because they, like you, Sir, have had long experience of a hi th the T H he G
understand the issues and are not scared in this or in all othe¥MPathise with the Treasurer. However, the Government

places to try to speak the truth should take into account some of the implications of its
| am concerned for the sianding of our Aborigines decisions, especially when cuts are made to certain public

especially for the standing of traditional leaders as custodiarieTVIces and institutions. , _

of the Aboriginal dreaming in the eyes of all Australians. This | contrast the Liberal Government's approach with that of
fiasco has dented the credibility of many good Aborigines irfh€ former Labor Government, which in 1993 put in place a
the eyes of the general community. It needs to be sorted olf€bt reduction strategy that had a more balanced approach.
If the Prime Minister is prepared to sacrifice the good of thet Sought to pay back the debt over a longer period without
Ngarrindjeri people and of the Aboriginal peoples of directly affecting services, Wlthout_ increasing taxes and
Australia all on the altar of expediency rather than expose gharges above CPI and without privatising public depart-
grave error of judgment on the part of one of his Ministers ments gnd services. Economic fluctuations come and go in
he does not deserve to be Prime Minister. He is the Primgycles in the economic world where there are peaks and
Minister for all Australians—Aboriginal as well as white. He roughs. The policy generally adopted by Australian Labor
now has a major problem on his hands, and we look to hinfParty Governments in office is to batten down the hatches in

Motion carried.

APPROPRIATION BILL 1995

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 6 June. Page 2569.)

to sort it out. bad times and maintain services to needy people. Our policy
is to keep costs and charges down and pay off debt when
PORT ADELAIDE GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL times are good. Difficult times will get better, the economy

will pick up and things will improve.

Mr FOLEY (Hart): | seek leave to make a personal  Throughout modern history we have seen a pattern of
explanation. radical change every 70 years or so. Such change causes
Leave granted. fairly major disruption to society, to the general community

Mr FOLEY: Ireferto my earlier contribution during the and to people’s lives. These disruptions usually occur as a
grievance debate concerning the protest on the steps cdsult of major inventions which affect people’s lives, and |
Parliament House and the role of Port Adelaide Girls Highquote examples such as the emergence of the motor vehicle
School. | clarify that I in no way implied any criticism of the and then later the emergence of aeroplanes. However, the
staff or officers of this House. In fact, | have neither soughtiatest and most serious disruption to our economy has been
nor been given any explanation, nor have | wanted one. ¢aused by the massive impact of technology, where we have
accept the answer as to what happened. | was not critical aken the loss of thousands of jobs. This factor seems to
that, Sir. | simply wanted to defend the Port Adelaide Girlsescape most people and many experts, who never seem to
High School in terms of the way in which the protest wasmention it because they are too busy blaming Governments
conducted. By no means was | at all concerned about whatf whatever political persuasion. However, little blame can
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be attached to whatever Government s in power in whatever Mr De LAINE: It would have happened if the Liberal
area because of Government policies. Government was in place at the time. That collapse had
That is a small factor in the current situation, and thenothing to do with the Government. That is fact. The collapse

greatest factor in this case is the impact of technology. Thwas as big as it was because of amendments forced through
technological revolution has had a major impact on the live®y Liberals in the Upper House to take away the reporting
of pe0p|e in industry and throughout the whole economy. Agnechanlsms. These provisions, which were in the 1983 State
| say, the impact of technology has little to do with Bank Act, were putin place by the then State Premier John
Government policies or performance. The Brown Libera/Bannon. o
Government is taking the State back to the 1920s. | have Members interjecting:
always said that | believed Liberal members in this place The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Becker): Order!
were about 30 years behind the times, but | have had to Mr De LAINE: That was forced on us by Liberal
change that view. As a result of some of the measuregiembers in the Upper House, and Government members
introduced in this place, we are going back to pre-Playforknow that that is a fact. Let me put the situation in context.
days. | had a lot of respect for Sir Thomas Playford and th&tate debtin 1993 was virtually the same in terms of the ratio
things he did in his time, particularly in the 1930s, to put theof State debt to gross State product as it was at the end of the
State on an even keel. Sir Thomas Playford in his recoréerm of the last State Liberal Government in 1982—
breaking term as Premier of South Australia put many thinggpproximately 27.5 per cent—that is, in 1993 it was almost
in place which served this State well over a long periodthe same as the level at the end of the Tonkin Governmentin
especially in regard to public safety and health. 1982. | contrast the position with that applying during many
Sir Thomas Playford always said that some things are be§f the Playford years when State debt was double that
done by Government. He related that particularly to publidiguré—it was in excess of 50 per cent. Nothing has been said
safety and health issues, and | agree with Sir Thomas entirelgPout that by the media, the Government or the Treasurer, but
One of Sir Thomas’s first actions in the 1930s was to takéN€Y are indisputable facts: we hao! double the State debt in
over from the private sector the electricity supply for€'mS of gross State product back in the Playford years and
Adelaide, and later in the 1970s we saw Premier Dunstan takértually the same debt during the last Liberal Government's
over the public transport system. In fact, the private operator&'™ from 1979 to 1982. Those figures make the position

atthat time begged Premier Dunstan to take them over to g&{ear- Between 1982 and 1989 the then Treasurer (John
them off the hook because they were incapable of runnin annon) achieved the remarkable feat of getting State debt

their services. Services were a shambles, buses were ne#sVn from 27 per cent to just over 15 per cent of gross State
on time and the companies were incapable of providin roduct. He did that without the cut, slash and burn policies

appropriate services. Now the Government is looking apf this Government.

turning back the clock and returning to such a situation. Members interjecting:
. . Mr De LAINE: As| said, it was between 1982 and 1989.
The Tonkin Liberal Government went down the

L S . The then Treasurer announced in 1989—
privatisation track to some extent in its term of office from Members interiecting:
1979 to 1982. Obviously, the Government has learned ! 9

. 1 H
nothing from that experience. After the 1979 election of aha;—?heepf\ﬁ:)-l(;erG SPEAKER: Order! The member for Price

Liberal Government | particularly remember that Premier Mr De LAINE: In September 1989 the then Treasurer

Tonkin and his Government got the shock of their lives as
. . : . nnounced that he had balanced the books and that State debt
g:/ee); ?r'g g?\giﬁp(;cgé?n\m?n' ca)lf?i((i: 2 t‘?’ﬁzthﬁg:?\me ?EZF;(?? as under control. He achieved a ratio of State debt to gross
take action immediatgl —thankfull y—and as poupwould%tate product of about 15 per cent, and he did it without the
y Y ' Y cut, slash and burn policies of this Government. He did it by

e ooy s s e ey ATl BUgeing and good fnancial management e s
. ! : . yS W Y : W service cuts, no excessive tax and charges hikes and no
time following that election for the Tonkin Government to getgrivatisation

into the swing of privatisation, and the result was that som We all remember the current Premier’s election promise:

Eg]fhlstggﬁgﬂ%%i;iﬁﬁqegnioviﬁé?ﬁewggtetlr(]eec}{g\cljetroegflfjitcggimo increase in taxes, no new taxes, anq no fees arjd charges
1982 rhp more than the CPI or the rate of |nflat|on. In fac_t, in recent
’ . . . months we have seen over 1000 increases in fees and

A lot of outsourcing occurred, but luckily the public sector charges, including over 300 above CPI, and that is indisput-
had remained fairly well intact. The Government did not sacl%me; they have been gazetted for everyone to see. So much
workers or entice many of them to take separation packageg;r the election promises made by the Premier and the Liberal
indeed, such packages were virtually unheard of in thospaty This budget also makes savage cuts to health, educa-
days. Luckily, the public sector work force remained fairly tjon (including TAFE), and the police, the three most crucial
well intact, and on many occasions it had to correct work thak e 55 in the State which affect people enormously. Of course,
was sent out to the private sector under contract. | had friendgese cuts really only affect the working classes and the
who worked in various departments who told me that tim&jisadvantaged in our community. The rich and powerful have
and again work came back that was not done properly by thge resources to cushion themselves from the effects of these
private sector, and it had to be fixed at double the cost by thg ;5.
Government's public sector workers. | am particularly angry with this Government for causing

Clearly, the State Bank's collapse was a tragedy for Soutke to spend so much time in my electorate, on a day-by-day
Australia, and no one from this side of the House denies thaasis, trying to put out fires caused by this Government’s
it was a tragedy. However, that tragedy had little to do withpolicies, cuts and privatisation efforts. | could better use this
the previous Labor Government. time to look after constituents and help them with their every-

The Hon. S.J. Baker interjecting: day social problems caused by these hard economic times.
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Instead, | am trying to put out fires and fix up problemsGovernment to maintain that school. A protest rally was held
caused by this Government'’s outsourcing policies in particuyesterday and support was given. The Kennett Government
lar. tried to close the Northlands school in Melbourne and, two

One problem is the Government’s decision to close therears down the track and $3 million of taxpayers’ money
Port Adelaide Girls High School at the end of this year. Mylater, the courts have overturned the decision, rolled the
colleague the member for Hart referred to the protest rallj)<ennett Government and his Minister, and reopened the
that took place on the steps of Parliament House yesterdagchool. The school in fact was reopened several weeks ago.
There was a reasonably good roll up as there is a lot dt was a top community effort by the people in Melbourne.
feeling about this issue in Port Adelaide. At the rally  Mr Caudell: How many go there now?

yesterday, the South Australian Institute of Teachers, prpe LAINE: |do not know what enrolments total, but
representing its approximately 15 000 members, pledged itgjs significant. | refer now to a question | asked the Premier
full support for the high school. The United Trades and Labolgst week:

Council, representing more than 200 000 workers, also What does the Premier intend to do to protect the delivery of
pledged its support in the efforts to keep the school open. services by the public sector to the people of South Australia by

The reason for the school’s closure, given by Ministefrestoring the morale of public servants who deliver these services?
Lucas, is that it does not provide enough curriculum choiceBecause of the policies and savage cuts to the public sector right

and | do not accept that reason. The school has purposed#ross the board by this Government, the morale and confidence of
been run down to achieve the Government's aim. .Enr.qlmer%géﬁfg o éhggl‘fvgrr;g? sagf\}/igteg?oilrll é'?oeml%"l‘j’n‘i’;’;mh Is seriously
are down and the Government says that that justifies the )
school's closure. This year's enrolments total 140, yet 11n part, the Premier answered:
private schools, mostly in the eastern suburbs, had enrolments First, the claim made by the honourable member is quite incorrect
of less than 140 and still receive State and Federal funding. . You do not have a huge lift in productivity and a gain in
They will not be closed; their funding will be maintained, but efficiency unless you have the support of your own staff.
at Port Adelaide, where people do not count, this Government was claimed that new efficiencies have been achieved
will close the school. because of the staff involved. | would submit that those

The State has only three all-girls high schools. Theefficiencies have surfaced because of the pure fear of the
Government has announced it will close the Port Adelaidgublic servants involved: they fear for their jobs and they are
Girls High School at the end of this year, and it is telling probably performing well below their best. The Premier
families to enrol their daughters at Gepps Cross or Mitcharghows how uninformed and ignorant he is of the facts when
schools. The latest rumour is that the Gepps Cross schoolli® says that the morale of the public sector is at an all time
under threat and will probably be closed, and that does ndtigh. That is absolute rubbish: it is at an all time low. | get
augur well. | had heard the rumour that the Port Adelaidearound and talk to different departments and the people who
Girls High School might be closing and in last year'swork in them, and everyone is fearful for their jobs. They
Estimates Committees | asked the Minister, Rob Lucas, frorknow that further cuts are coming, their morale is at rock
another place: bottom and it is affecting services. | do not know how the

I refer to the Port Adelaide Girls High School. . . In line with your €fficiencies the Premier talks about have been measured, but
stated commitment to the education of women and girls, will youcertainly services have suffered and the morale of the staff is
give an assurance that this excellent school will, first, continue tyown. Once that happens it is very bad for the whole
3352?&?@‘1’ secondly, will continue to be able to provide single sexq oy and the delivery of public services. An article on the

. , . ] front page of this morning'?dvertiserin relation to the

The Minister's response, in part, was: South Australian Police Force stated:

I have taken no decision to change the current arrangements with
the Port Adelaide Girls High School. We are committed to the o
continuing provision of single sex girls’ options at high schools. and ban other revenue raising measures as part of a planned

industrial campaign against the State Government. And it could cost

Despite this assurance, a short 18 weeks later the Ministétie State Government between $500 000 and $1 million a week in
announced, ‘The school will close at the end of this year. Ifost revenue.

was a disgraceful decision and it was done in a disgracefy does not make good sense to make cuts, to upset the police

way. It was done only the day before the start of this schooknd to cause that sort of money to be lost every week. It is not
year. Many students had enrolled and bought uniforms, onlyery good economy. The article continues:

to find that the day before school started this year the decision The State’s 3 500 police are expected to take action this month
had been taken and announc_ed to C_Iose the school at the %r what they describe as a funding and morale crisis gripping the
of the year. Many parents immediately re-enrolled theiforce.

daughters in other schools and had to pay out again for oth%é

South Australian police will stop enforcing speed camera fines

uniforms; it was disgraceful. Itis a unique school. | have said"!’ Alexander, the President of the Police Association, a
before that it is an excellent school and provides accreditatio rmer collfaague of the member f,or Florey, descnbe_d.pohce
in many areas. It looks after disadvantaged girls who Cannc;porale as 'the lowest in memory’. Mr Alexander said:
get places in other schools; it runs some very valuable . the $10 million cutinﬂicte_d on th(_e PO”QG Departm_ent i_n last
programs, and it is an absolute disgrace that it should b\geeks State budget has made industrial action almost inevitable.
closed. The police have always acted very responsibly, but this has
Itis part of the Port Adelaide local community. This year been taken too far. They are talking about industrial action
it celebrates 70 years in operation and it seems terrible thaand the President of the Police Association says that the
in its seventieth year, it should be closed. However, it has theorale of the Police Force is ‘the lowest in memory’. This
support of the local community, the local school communityhighlights what | have been saying. This low morale goes
SAIT and also the United Trades and Labor Councilright across the board—in every area of the public sector
Certainly, pressure will be put on the Minister and thiswhere services are delivered to the people. The Premier
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seems quite oblivious of it, and that proves he is quitdy and work within specific boundaries. If we overspend, we
unsuitable to be the Premier of this State. have to adjust and ultimately pay our debt. So it is with this

If you want to assess morale and how things are workingState budget. You cannot spend more than you earn, because
you do not go to the departmental heads, because they wiflyou do you will soon be bankrupt. We are all accountable.
not tell you the truth: they protect their own backs. You goThat is basic economics, as | see it.

to the people on the floor—the people at the work frontwho  That is exactly what happened in South Australia under
actually deliver the services—and ask them how they feeknhe previous Labor Government: we had a debt of over
That is the only accurate way you can find out what is goingg billion—$8 000 million. The debt was out of control, with
on, and | learnt that many years ago. If the Premier were tghterest of over $900 million per year. Sometimes the public
do that, he would find a situation that is very different fromneeds reminding that this debt is still being reduced. We still
the one he espouses in this House. | do not support the Bilhaye a long way to go, but we are on the home straight. The
o brakes are on the debt and our economic future is in good
_MrLEGGETT (Hanson): | support the Appropriation nhands, yet tough decisions still have to be made to safeguard
Bill, the second budget handed down by the Brown Liberal,,r fyture. It never ceases to amaze me how the critics are
Government. | have had the pleasure of being a member Q| prepared to criticise and white-ant this Government,
Parliament for the past 18 months, and | have been privilegegespite the fact that crucial business investment figures in
to witness at first hand the passing of both the 1994-9%, ;1h Aystralia are well above the national growth rate. We
budget and now the 1995-96 budget. As we reflect back iy see negatives reported in the papers. | refer to a front
history we recall the tightness of the first budget hande age article in theSunday Mailof 4 June headed ‘South

down 12 months ago. It was tough in many areas, but abovgstrajia for sale: plan to privatise schools, roads’ by reporter
all it was a responsible budget. That is what good governmergi; a4 crouch. In part, the article states:

is all about—Dbeing responsible. The first budget pointed o ) ) )
South Australia toward economic recovery. Now, with this hﬁorlnsast:grs piltaélTStofaF)rI;I]\i/latl(S:ﬁS?Sll fa?éemﬂﬁ,‘ﬁ'ét ﬁg&‘é‘iﬁeslrg‘géusdg‘r? ]
second budget, for 1995'96’.We S_ee our (_:ief|C|t under contr? ilways: is be',-ahind 'a gian){ British firm”senove in Sout% Australia.
and an overall debt reduction in the first 18 months ofserco Ltd has laid out a blueprint which would see contractors
government of $1 000 million—$1 billion in real terms. control every aspect of State and Federal services.
When one considers what this Government inherited from th
former Government, it was laughable to read criticisms of th
1995 budget in the Friday edition of thevertiserby the
Opposition Leader, the Hon. Mike Rann. The article was A spokesman for the Premier. said Government philosophy is
headed ‘Rann condemns one $1 billion black hole’ and théready heading in this direction with contracting out of water,
Leader tried to explain Labor propaganda garbage b L'f?gist[t?]tgt']ééhTiQ\?ecs;%\gesrtnsr‘;\e;i”r};‘."""'”9 tolisten to any proposal
suggesting that the State debt had increased by $1 000 million
since Premier Brown took office in December 1993. My views on privatisation are, | think, the opinion of the

I do not know where he obtained this figure, but it is farmajority. If we want efficiency in government, privatisation
from the truth, and it would be advisable if the Leader triedneeds to be encouraged. It not a dirty word, as Labor would
another line of attack. He should first remember that the redlave us believe. Competition will always ensure the very
black hole that his Government left was a black hole ofoest. The Opposition will always resist such an operation,
bankruptcy. It was good to see him thoroughly stitched up bpecause its philosophy is totally opposite and is opposed to
the Treasurer in Question Time. In view of what we inheritedthe free enterprise system of government. Throughout history,
in December 1993, this recovery is incredible, and thd-abor Parties have focused on government control. For them
Premier, the Treasurer and all Cabinet Ministers are to b@at is the be-all and end-all, and it is called socialism. Cecil
congratulated for getting this State well and truly back onParker said that socialism is workable only in heaven, where
track. As the Treasurer reported to the media, the reductioh is not needed, and in hell, where they have it. Norman
of $1 billion is a saving of more than $500 per family that theMa”ef says that the function of socialism is to raise suffering
Brown Government can spend on essential services and jd® & higher level. That is precisely what Labor did between
creation. That is responsible government; job creation is st 983 and 1993: it raised suffering to a higher level. In this
the single most important issue and aim for any responsibl&995-96 budget, economic development initiatives give South
Government. Australia hope for the future. There is hope, and people are

There is growing confidence in this State and, as | movétarting to feel this hope.
around my electorate to small businesses, residential areas, This Government’s strategy is to boost exports and
schools and community centres, | realise that people are sti#incourage long-term investment. The $160 million package
very much aware of the debt that we inherited. Secondly, theincludes $20 million for works associated with the upgrading
applaud the Government for its efforts in promoting industry,of the Adelaide Airport runway (and | have a particular
small business, tourism and other essential services in Souitiiterest in that and also in the curfew and the road which will
Australia. | was helped to letterbox a leaflet in my electoratailtimately go under Tapleys Hill Road); $8.8 million in
over the last weekend, headed ‘South Australia is coming intemployment incentives for business; $8 million for tourism;
the home straight’. There has unmistakably been a significa$5.4 million for consultancies; $2.6 million for strategic
turnover in the history of government in this State, withoutdevelopment for key industries such as wine; and $1.5 million
any new taxes or increases in taxes. That the Opposition cdor Government overseas trade offices. The level of job
still criticise this Government is astounding. advertisements is 23 per cent higher than last year, with

In basic terms—for | am an amateur economist—the samsmall, medium and large businesses all playing an important
philosophy applies whether we are budgeting at home withole in this recovery. The predictions suggest that employ-
small amounts of money or in government, where millionsment growth will continue at about 1.5 per cent in the payroll
of dollars is handled. As citizens we all have to act responsibtax sector during 1995-96 and accelerate to 1.75 per cent in

The article goes on to refer further to the sale of essential
Services. It stated:
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later years. Overall, employment growth in the State will beMinister Matthew’s backbench committee. | draw the
higher than in the payroll tax sector. attention of the House to the editorial in tAevertiserof

| now want to examine key areas of Government whichFriday 2 June which | think sums up the budget very well.
are constantly under the microscope, in the limelight andeaded ‘A good record—so far,’ it states:
especially targeted by the Opposition. First, lwantto look at  south Australia’s Treasurer, Mr Stephen Baker, was able to
Family and Community Services, which is a good place tgroduce if not a beautiful then a pretty set of figures with his second
start, and applaud the work done by the Minister, the Honbudget. Last year, his debut with this annual ritual, he was some-
David Wotton. | am privileged to be on the Minister's FACS ‘é"chc?r':grg)‘fti"r‘]’%%?] grrgld:r?é ﬁigdl ;,:‘nrshhlj o aﬁﬁrg"ﬁ ggﬁﬂ g}“(;:f'f(}’ with the
committee and | see at first hand the strategic job he does In ) ) .
overseeing this department. As the Minister himself says, théh€ Sunday Mailon 4 June, under the heading ‘A no-pain
Department for Family and Community Services is thePudgetis just the tonic, states:
cornerstone of the State Government’s commitment to assist Along with debt reduction comes the second phase of Govern-
families and individuals through times of need and conflictment spending control—even though health and education must

e -1~ shoulder a share of additional cuts. In the words of the Treasurer,
The 1995 budget of $203.3 million represents a $9.5 m'”'o'étephen Baker, South Australia is moving out of the red—without

increase over the previous year. This, says the Minister, hagy additional tax burden on those who can ill afford to carry the
been achieved by carrying over savings of $2.9 million fromcost.

the previous year. The total FACS budget represents a figufghe editorial goes on:
Xf $%7|E? per year for each man, woman and child in South South Australia should applaud an administration which has
ustralia. made sense out of financial chaos without having to resort to ‘bully-
Two important key areas of the budget for any Governboy’ budgets suffered by those over the border in Victoria.

ment will always be education and police, about which | wang ¢jnse appropriately with the comments of the Treasurer in
to speak briefly. It is important to list the highlights of the

. X he report that he handed down to Parliament. He said:
budget announced by the Minister for Education andI P W ! !

; ) : The process of budgetary adjustment is being built on a firm
Children’s Services, the Hon. Rob Lucas, because th]‘%)undation of ongoing and sustainable reductions in spending—not

Opposition tears into education and talks about how it hagn short-term one-off measures. Moreover, this is a budget which
failed since the Brown Government came to power. Highcontinues the emphasis on economic expansion and job creation. It
lights of this budget include the completion of the $4 millionis directed to securing lasting benefits for the State and South
‘Cornerstones’ program, which is providing training for 4 00pAustralians.
junior primary and early childhood teachers to identify andThat is what it is all about: it is about responsible govern-
assist children with learning difficulties. Some of the otherment. The Treasurer continues:
highlights include a $29 million increase in education |tis a strategy to achieve financial, economic and social benefits
spending and no increase in class sizes, so South Austratizat will last.
will have the lowest student:teacher ratio of all States.

I should like to point out how this Government is attacked_ Mr WADE (Elder): | support the Appropriation Bill.
by people like Clare McCarty, who incidentally was very This is not a slash and burn budget, this is not a budget born
generous and gave the Government a mark of one out of 19f panic: this is a reasoned, commonsense, forward thinking
I think that she would get nought out of 10 for her efforts. budget—the type of budget that has been sorely missed in this
Indeed, she would be lucky to get nought. There will be 406>tate for the past 11 years. | noted the recent articles by a
teacher salaries for special education, which is 21 salaridgrmer Premier, who complained that his Labor successor
higher than required by the formula, and grants up to $8 00tPok the tack of attempting to rein in the State’s increasing
(involving a total of more than $1 million) will be given to debt, a debt actively entered into by this former Premier who
schools to assist with the implementation of the new curricunoWw says that debt, to him, is not a problem. That is all right
lum statements and profiles. So the list goes on. Education f§r him to say, but his successor tried to hold back the tidal
really progressing in South Australia, contrary to what thevave of debt and failed miserably. That was partly due to
Opposition tells us. administrative incompetence and partly due to insufficient

Itis also important to note that this Government's electionscrutiny of the workings of the commercial public sector.
commitment to provide 200 operational police officers during/frespective of this failure, the debt remains and must be paid
its first term in office is on target. The Police Commissioner Py those who could not run off to Victoria, take lucrative
Mr Hunt, expects 135 of these officers to be operational byermination pay-outs, or retire with enough stash to see them
30 June 1995—another 25 days. The 1994 Audit Commissiopgfely through the turbulent waters ahead.
Report states: In 1993 our State was like the good sRigseidonAbove

In 1992-93, South Australia spent around $26 million or 15 pel’deck was stacked the highest level of net debt of all the

cent above the amount assessed by the Commonwealth Grareéates—a taxpayer-funded debt that the Labor Government
Commission as sufficient to provide a level of service similar to thehad nearly tripled in the first two years of the 1990s. Added

average of other States. to that, the then Government also stacked on nearly double
To combat this over-expenditure, the police budget has bedhe interest costs of servicing that debt. Also packed on the
reduced by $2 million in recurrent expenditure. At the samaleck was an amount above the national average—
time the Government is introducing professional work$241 million per year of additional moneys that the Govern-
practices to improve the efficiency of the Police Departmentment was spending on public services with, | am sorry to say,
We have a very efficient Police Department, whose goals imo obvious higher level of service provision.

1995-96 are no different from any other year: to reduce the To add to this continual overburden on the deck, Labor
incidence and effects of crime and enhance public safety, tstacked on the costs incurred by moving from a below
improve road safety and efficient management of traffic andiverage to an above average taxing State. With all this top-
to minimise the effects of disaster and emergency situationseavy public infrastructure, wasteful spending and spiralling
in our community. | have been fortunate to be a member oflebt above deck, what did Captain Bannon and his
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buccaneers use for ballast; what was in the hold to stop thetonfidence people have in our State. This is a ballast worth
good shifPoseidorfrom toppling over at the slightest nudge? working for. The ship’s ballast has been stabilised.

Below deck, where the Labor Government had turned off The overburdening cost of the public sector infrastructure
the lights, private business investment in this State habias been trimmed by an estimated 9 200 full-time equivalent
dropped 34 per cent between 1990 and 1993. The ballagmployees. The actions taken will ensure that the public
space allocated to private, non-residential building work wasector’s net debt will fall below 20 per cent of gross State
emptier by 98.9 per cent over the same four-year period, angroduct by June 1998, and that is a manageable percentage.
total employment in the State had fallen by 5 per cent; thaf hat takes the overburden from the deck of the vessel. So, as
is, 30 000 people had lost their jobs. Tourism had dropped bywas saying, the ship has been stabilised. South Australia
13.1 per cent since 1990, and South Australia’s share in th@gain has ballast. It has strong leadership and determined
nation’s tourist trade had dropped from 11 per cent to 7 pedirection.
cent. Fewer and fewer tourists were coming to South Whatdoes this mean to my electorate of Elder? Basically,
Australia, and who could blame them, with a wobbly,it means jobs and a future for families. It has meant, on
swaying, lurching, top heavifoseidonwhose captain had figures from the Department of Social Security, a reduction
abandoned the ship, leaving his lieutenant and his buccaneémsthe first four months of this year of 501 from our unem-
with no direction, no leadership, no discipline and no hopeployed ranks. In other words, in the first four months of this
Any sane person would have been relieved to hand over sugiear 501 people have found jobs in my area. Thatis a 7 per
a mess to a new command. This is a perfect example afentincrease in employment in that time. Members can ask:
incompetence above and beyond the call of duty. is the Liberal program for recovery working? Do not ask me;

Some 18 months after the Liberal Government took ovesk those 501 South Australians from my electorate who
the helm of our State’s ship, we see a very different picturegained employment this year. Ask them if they have more
Rather than wallowing in some stagnant backwater, the shigonfidence in their future. Ask them if they have a renewed
has been given new direction and the people have been givé@pe in the State’s future. However, you will have to call
new hope. To quote Admiral Grace Murray Hopper, a persoihem after hours, because they are all out at work. | support
no doubt well known to all members (they can see méhe Appropriation Bill.

afterwards if they do not know who she is): . ) .
A ship in port is safe, but that is not what ships are for. Sail out, Ms -HURL-EY (Napier): | WISh-tO _add_ress briefly the__
to sea and do new things. ssues involving asset sales and privatisation. The Opposition
. i ) ) . has had a very measured response to asset sales, very
Thatis what this Government s doing. Our first two budgetsarefully considered in view of our position that the debt
have been designed to bring us back to even keel. We needggles to be reduced. However, the difference in our position
more stable ballast and less cargo on deck. We needgghm that of the Government is that we advocate proceeding
buoyancy brought about by a sustainable economic recoveny an ordered way in response to the debt situation, measured
growth and a more productive public sector. over a reasonable period. This Government, | believe, is
A primary stabiliser was business investment. Duringysing the debt as a reason to ram through its own ideological
1994-95, business investment rebounded strongly and greyesition which can be basically characterised as public bad,
by 22 per cent in real terms. With new confidence gainegrivate good.
from a Government with clear objectives, business increased The Minister for Infrastructure has made much of
its expenditure on plant and equipment by 27 per cent lagtaining, for example, the hard assets of the EWS in South
year. Consumer spending in the hospitality and servic@ustralia. His view seems to be that the contracting out of
groups increased by 23 per cent. Clothing and soft goodservices is all right as long as the Government retains control
retailing increased by 15 per cent. The ballast, as membegg the policy and the assets. Interestingly, the new view of
can see, has been put back in place: the ship is stabilisingpusiness is that it is the service sector which is the growing
Manufacturing industry employs 105 300 people andarea of industry around the world. Yet the Minister is content
accounts for nearly 20 per cent of our gross State produchot only to lose the service component of the EWS but to lose
Over the 1994 period, employment growth in this sector wagt to overseas consortia, organising this in such a way that
four times the national growth rate. Investment in theonly foreign controlled consortia would be eligible to tender
manufacturing sector grew by 24 per cent during 1994for this contract. Then he is content to have the successful
Average employment in the State was nearly 2 per cerforeign controlled consortium use our State to move into the
higher in 1994 than in the previous year. It was the strongesisian market and pick up the market share over there.
employment performance this State has seen since 1989. TheIn Question Time today he said that South Australian
underlying trend of State employment for April 1995 was atresidents have the cheapest water and sewerage rates in
its highest level for four years. Until now, the 90s have beemustralia. South Australia is commonly claimed to be the
a disaster for our State, and we owe it all to Bannon and hidriest State in the driest continent, and here in Adelaide we
buccaneers. have to contend also with a particularly difficult water supply
Tourism brings spending power to this State, and in thesituation and hard water. The personnel and management of
first five months of 1994 South Australia attracted 20 per cenBouth Australia’s EWS have worked efficiently to achieve the
more tourists than in the previous year. Australia as a wholeheapest water supply in Australia, but they are about to be
attracted 13 per cent more tourists, so we are tracking bettswept aside. They are to be taken over by a foreign company,
than the national average. Now under construction is $14®&hichever one it is, with a dubious record in their own
million worth of major projects in this State, whilst $1.2 country.
billion worth of projects has been approved and $1.2 billion  The most valuable asset of the EWS, the personnel who
worth of projects is proposed, totalling $2.548 billion of form the services sector, is about to be sold cheaply by this
construction project work that is under construction, about tésovernment. This Government appears to be proud of
be constructed or is proposed for construction due to the neleeeping its ageing physical assets and happy to lose its
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innovative staff. In terms of the cost of the water, | would like school services officer positions provide employment to
to read from an article in thEinancial Reviewof 12 April  people in our local area and provide an opportunity, with
this year, as follows: parental support, to introduce innovative programs in our

The Industry Commission suggests the direct outcome of th§Chools. The loss of those school services officers is devastat-
reforms on the water supply industry is an 18 per cent reduction ifng to our school communities, and it is absolutely devastat-
water costs for commercial users (2 per cent for industry). Residering to the teachers, to the parents and to the children.

tial customers are expected to pay an extra 7.5 per cent and other”4 \yjj| mean that disadvantaged children will not have the
consumers (principally agricultural users) to face increases of up tg

31 per cent. The impact of reforms already implemented is beginnin§tra help they so desperately need, and those children who
to flow through in NSW, where the corporatised Sydney Waterare not disadvantaged and who are keeping up will be further
Board increased its annual dividends from $80 million todisadvantaged because teachers will be spending much more
$108 million last year. In Victoria the Melbourne Water Corporation of their time with disruptive children and will not be able to
returned a record dividend to the State of $315 million—up 60 Pet troduce the innovative programs they currently introduce.
cent . . This Government seems carelessly set on a path to do its best
That is what we have to look forward to under the scenariqq create an underclass in certain areas of this State. It will not
put forward in this privatisation proposal. Even if the pe iy the electorates of Government members, except perhaps
situation we have seen in England does not apply here; eveg marginal electorates: it will be in electorates such as mine.
if the private company is able to contain its costs as ithas not | and, | am sure, the people in my electorate intend to
been able to in its own country, the residential users can 100k test about that as vigorously as possible to put our point
forward to an increase in the rates they pay compared igtyie, | am sure that that will be overwhelmingly expressed
commercial and industrial users. This is what | particularly; the next election. | can see very little good in this budget

ot_)ject tointerms of being a Ioca_l member; that the residentﬁlhich’ in an underhand way, seeks to undermine the living
will have to bear the burden of this cost structure. The reasoandards of the people of South Australia.

| particularly object to it is that once again it puts the bulk of

the bqrden on people who can Igast afford to pay. People in Mmrs KOTZ (Newland): | rise to support the Appropri-
the middle and upper classes will be able to afford what thetjon Bill and to recognise the second budget of the Liberal
Government has called ‘small increases’ in these sorts afovernment. Our first budget for 1994-95 set in place the
costs, but people on lower incomes or on benefits are unabfgundations for positive change towards a future in which
to bear these additional costs, because it adds to other casguth Australians can once again feel pride in this great State.
hikes that we have experienced in the past year or so in gagpe results of that first budget are already apparent in many
water and transport. areas, and better than we had anticipated. The horrendous
So, although this Government is able to trumpet that it hasinancial mismanagement of the previous Labor Government
imposed no new taxes, there has been a greatly increased clest a legacy of debt of such massive proportions that even the
to the residents of my electorate, and not only in terms of thenost hardened economic rationalist fled for cover when asked
bills they have to pay because services have been cutin ordigr a comment on that legacy. Economic recovery is the
to pay for other areas. | refer particularly to the Para Districtsinchpin to rebuilding the State’s finances in conjunction with
Counselling Service, Career Link and various other servicegducing the billions of dollars of State debt, and this budget
such as Debt Line. These people have no place to turn g a clear indication that we have already initiated a massive
when their financial situation becomes desperate. | noted ifreduction and massive turnaround at a rate faster than the
last week’sNeekend Australiaan article that said that there Audit Commission recommended.
was no evidence of an underclass in Australia. If members The Liberal policies outlined at the last State election and
read it carefully they will see that the security of the familiesfollowed through in this budget hold no secrets or hidden
cited in that article relied on one or all of good, cheap publicagenda. Understandably, the Labor Party is in a constant state
housing; good, quality, cheap public education; and a solidf confusion with this ‘no secrets or hidden agenda’ strategy.
social security net. Economic recovery through industry and business investment
This State Government has shown no commitmenshows a commitment by my Government and by the Premier
whatsoever to public housing and appears to be twisting an@ social as well as economic policy. The increased invest-
turning in its efforts to hive it off to the private sector. In fact, ment activity of business creates opportunities for the
in this budget it has halved its commitment to building newunemployed to provide for themselves and for their families,
public housing units. It has cut its staff, cut consistently intoand it provides greater opportunities for our youth to plan
the maintenance budget, and public housing in this State i&eir own future prosperity. It is therefore heartening for alll
very much on a steep, downward path. In this budget therB8outh Australians to know that our economic performance
have also been cuts to education, eroding the excellemiuring 1994 and 1995 has been our strongest since the late
standard that has been built up over the years of Labat980s and, in fact, it is estimated to increase in real terms by
Government. We have already seen increased class siz@2 per cent to over $2 500 million.
now cuts in this budget will be to areas such as special The upward trend in investment growth is already evident
programs. Special programs mean Aboriginal education ané areas such as information technology, tourism, the wine
those extra staffing formulae that provide for priority projectsindustry, manufacturing and other major industries. The
or disadvantaged schools. Treasurer's budget papers point out that, in the first three
That means that, in areas of disadvantage, a number gliarters of this financial year, manufacturing employment
schools in my electorate that are officially classified in thatwas 16 per cent higher than in the previous year. Thisisin an
way will lose their extra teaching allocation. Not only will industry that was decimated by the previous Labor
they have increased class sizes but they will lose the abilitsovernment’s inability to understand business management
to cope with the extra problems they have in their schooland, indeed, industry needs.
There will also be cuts to school services officers. Thiswill Employment growth in this area was all the more
have a major impact on schools in my area, because thosemarkable when you realise that for the 12 months to
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February 1995 manufacturing employment growth in Soutlallow for the completion of the $4 million cornerstones
Australia was four times the national rate. Business optimisnprogram, which is providing training for 4 000 junior,
was revived across the board with small, medium and largprimary and early childhood teachers to help identify and
business creating job opportunities recording a 23 per cemissist children with learning difficulties. There will be a
higher rate of job advertisements than last year. Employmefitirther expansion of the reading recovery program and other
growth is at its strongest since the late 1980s—a furthegarly intervention programs in schools—an area identified by
positive indicator that Liberal Government strategies tous over previous years as one of the most serious. There will
revive our economy are receiving a positive responsebe a continuation of increased provision for speech pathology
Employment grew by 2 per cent during 1994-95, whichand guidance officer services, as there will be a continuation
brought the unemployment rate below 10 per cent for the firsdf the eclipse and first start early intervention programs in
time since 1991. The teenage unemployment rate fell bghildren’s services.

2.6 per cent in the first nine months of 1994-95. There are many more highlights in the education budget,
The policy undertaken by this Government on debtand | will continue to identify just a few. However, in this
reduction should not be understated. The financial crisis ishort speech | cannot provide a full list of all the advantages
not yet over and Government must continue to play its rolenhat this budget provides for education. The budget provides
alongside the private sector by reducing its massive inheriteghout $500 000 for the introduction of basic skills testing for
debt, and it must be seen by all South Australians to adminisill year three and year five students. A new specialist learning
ter taxpayers’ funds responsibly. In his budget speech to thigentre for students with behavioural problems will be created
House the Treasurer reassured all South Australians on thegeElizabeth Vale Primary School, and the existing program
important matters by announcing that Government debt angt Brahma Lodge Primary School will be extended to cater
Government spending are under control. He went on to sayor lower primary children. This is an area where we are
The South Australian budget is moving out of the red in thelooking at equity across the board. We are not targeting
quickest and most significant turnaround in the history of Governiiberal held areas and putting money into only those areas,
ment in South Australia. We are doing that without imposing extrayhich was a great criticism | had of the previous Labor

taxation burdens on South Australians. There are no new taxes . .
adverse changes in taxation rates in this budget. Indeed, there are tw Venment when it came to extending budget moneys to

significant concessions. The days of living on the credit card, a@SSist students learning in schools in such a discriminatory
exercise turned into an art form by the previous Labor Governmentnanner.

are gone. We are tearing up the bank cardiough decisions have . . - . -
been necessary as we continue to endure a climate of high interest This budget will also create 26 new child care services this

rates and large wage claims. All South Australians can be assuré¢gar, providing over 600 new child care places; $200 000 will
that their funds are now being spent wisely and not squandered dme provided to increase support for young children with

meaningless or exorbitant programs. special needs in country area preschools and metropolitan
The first two budgets of this Government have reduced neghild parent centres; up to $100 000 will be spent on a new
debt to gross State product from 27 per cent to 22 per cenfarents as teachers’ pilot program supporting the role of
By 20 June 1998 net debt to GSP is expected to fall belowarents as first teachers in early childhood development; and
20 per cent. With the budget deficit under control and ou$442 000 will be spent on a new child care business initiative
asset sales program fully under way, the major significangalled Kids Biz to improve administrative practices in 30
achievement of these two budgets will be the reduction ofommunity-based child care centres.

State debt by more than $1 000 million—a $1 billion  This year we are spending an extra $29.4 million on
reduction, which is a tremendous step forward in cutting backducation and children’s services. That is a total of
the debt, improving our credit rating and getting this State$1 138 000 million. Our schools will continue to be the best
working efficiently again. resourced of all the States, so that even after budget changes

Even the Labor Opposition should now recognise thabur pupil-teacher ratio will remain the best of all States in
there is no credibility in maintaining the argument that weAustralia. The number of support staff in South Australian
should live with high debt and continue to spend more tharschools will still be about 10 per cent higher than the national
we earn when we will save more than $800 million in interesiaverage. Ninety-six per cent of all classes in our schools have
through asset sales to reduce our State debt. This is abdfd or fewer students in them, contrary to the comments by the
Government getting out of areas in which it should no longeSouth Australian Institute of Teachers. We will continue the
be involved, and spending money where it really counts ir$10 million early years strategy, and we will identify and
areas such as health, education and other essential servicassist those children with learning difficulties.

The Labor Opposition is displaying almost paranoid In the area of health, taxpayers provide $1.476 million to
tendencies in its efforts to discredit the policies and strategiesin the State’s public health system. The Labor legacy of
of this Government to lead us out of virtual bankruptcy andnefficiency demoralised our hospital and health systems.
into a prosperous future to the point where it has deliberatelylembers of the public—the taxpayers—found it extremely
overlooked the increased spending programs in areas difficult to be admitted into our hospitals unless they were
which the previous Labor Government chose to ignore. Thigrepared to wait over 18 months or longer. In 1993, prior to
budget provides a $29 million increase to the educatiofthe election, patients were forced to wait in chairs in corridors
budget, which again indicates this Government’s commitmertiecause of the number of bed closures under the then Labor
to education. This is additional expenditure which will Government. Itis therefore pleasing to note that for the year
support the continuation of the early years strategy—thigo 31 March 1995 there was a reduction of 9.7 per cent in the
Government’s No. 1 priority in education. This $10 million numbers on waiting lists. Even more significantly, the
strategy targets the early years of education over a four yeaumbers waiting for more than 12 months were halved. This
period and began in schools this year. occurred during a period when hospital admissions actually

A further $2.5 million has been allocated this year which,increased by 3.8 per cent. The primary health care pool has
when combined with the $2.5 million from 1994-95, will been increased from $1.5 million last year to $2.5 million this
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year for projects to improve and extend links betweerhave been added to Modbury Hospital's facilities since the
hospitals and community-based services. opening of the private management area.

Modbury Hospital has been the object of the Labor When that article was being printed and the honourable
Opposition’s most concentrated attack of misinformation andnember was making her comments, Healthscope was close
out and out untruths. The member for Elizabeth, the membdp finalising a contract with the Royal Adelaide Hospital, one
for Torrens and Peter Duncan put together a small group dff South Australia’s premier teaching hospitals, that will
25 misled individuals, encouraged out of Labor-held electorenhance anaesthetic and intensive care services through
ates in districts such as Paralowie, Burton, Gilles Plaingnaking the head of anaesthetics at the hospital a university
Dernancourt and Para Hills, to become the Modbury Hospiteleaching position, namely, a senior lecturer in anaesthetics
action group, not to mention that Paralowie and Burton arérom Adelaide University. That will give teaching status to
in the Lyell McEwin Hospital catchment area rather than inanaesthetics for the first time at Modbury public hospital. The
the Modbury area. contract ensures that Healthscope provides services that are

The 25-member group agitated at the drop of the prover€dual to or better than those that are provided by the previous
bial hat and attempted to subvert the privatisation of managdublic sector-managed hospital. How they choose to provide
ment at Modbury Hospital. The 25-member group S|0W|ythose services, whether through private or public sector
diminished to a handful, obviously learning the error of theircontracts, is completely up to them. The Minister had this to
actions and that they were being used by that triad of leftSay about the same article:
wing loonies. I am personally delighted that they have chosen to enhance the

; ; ademic status of the hospital and it sends a clear message to the
The member for Elizabeth has continued that unwarranteffTTEREE B0 S &8 BRehicE B et they will be provided
attack on Modbury public hospital. The honourable member'ith the very best services free of charge.
campaign against Modbury Hospital has achleveq oneres FModbur Hospital management can provide services more
for which the honourable member must take credit, and th y

is that people in the Modbury catchment area, which containgSt efficiently, a contract in the public sector or the private
approximately 300 000 people, are now cc’)nfused by thgector becomes irrelevant. The member for Elizabeth would

information presented by the honourable member aboutPPea! to encourage a return to the past when her Labor

privatisation and the Modbury Hospital. The honourable“©!leagues spent taxpayers’ money without dollar-by-dollar
A ?eccountablllty and then sought more taxpayers’ funds and

member has made them unsure whether Modbury is a prlVaoverseas borrowed dollars, all of which brought us as a State

or public hospital, with the result that our constituents in the . ; -~
north-eastern suburbs might put their health and lives at risEIose to bankruptcy, incurring a State debt of $8 billion. The

should they need to seek emergency treatment. In the onourable member should realise that taxpayers’ funds will
confusion, they might bypass Modbury’s public hospital € u'sed, no matter Wh'Ch public hOSP'tal.'S involved, to

system and seek another hospital known to them as publi rovide whatever services are required. Is it not reasonable
In fact, that has already occurﬁed P 0 expect that each dollar spent provides the best possible

Th ber for Elizabeth  take all d ditfor h values and therefore reduces the overall dollars used, which
€ memberior Elizabeth must {ake all due Creaitior Nele4 4 than pe reinvested in our health systems? | suggest that
fear and scare campaign based on pure political ment

. . e honourable member should also consider that, if democra-
thuggery, without thought for the health and well-being of .y ig seryed by freedom of speech, would it not also be served
people in our communities. | trust that, should a traged)by responsible comment? '

occur, the honourable member will believe that her efforts | now refer to a couple of our positive strategies outlined

were well worth that pathenc campaign. - in the budget under the Family and Community Services
The member for Elizabeth has not been satisfied to carmyorifolio. | am very pleased to be Chairman of the Minister's
out just the odd one or two campaigns. Just recently, thgackhench committee. Family and Community Services has
member for Elizabeth, in another frivolous, negative articleys gjiocation of $230.3 million, which includes a $9.5 million
in the Messenger Press two or three weeks ago, complaingttrease over the previous year. | commend the Minister on
about the outsourcing of contracts from Modbury to theyringing down a responsible budget in that most complex of
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, and claimed that there had beeg)| portfolios.
awaste of taxpayers’ money. . _ There are three components of the budget, which include
I must suggest that the leftie loonies from the Labor sides77.6 million to be spent on FACS programs and administra-
of politics need to update their business practice skills anglon; $89.2 million in support and sponsorship to external or
save themselves from further embarrassment from thgontracted providers for the delivery of family and
incredibly stupid comments made on behalf of the Labogommunity welfare services; and $63.5 million in conces-
Opposition in South Australia. The member for Elizabethsjons that aid more than 270 000 people, including Seniors
certainly has a lead in the stupid comment rating. Card holders, social security recipients and pensioners in the
The honourable member has dealt with health matters ipayment of council, power and water bills and subsidised
South Australia in the same way as her campaigning skillgransport costs.
scaring the public by overdramatic and incorrect information.  Obviously, | am running out of time, but | commend the
In that article, what she got right and correctly pointed out isPremier, the Treasurer and all Ministers on this responsible
that profits can be made by subcontracting out health servicégidget.
at Modbury Hospital, but she then claimed that, somehow, the
Government was wasting taxpayers’ money. That incredible, Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): | also support the
crass contradiction ignores the fact that it is because of prof&ppropriation Bill, the second budget brought down by the
in any business that the quality of service will improve andBrown Government. Clearly, the budget indicates that we are
increase. In the case of Modbury Hospital, the improvementsow well down the road to fixing the State’s massive
to benefit our community already exist, with a further sixfinancial problems, although | would not suggest for a
intensive-care beds and six high-dependency beds, whicghoment that some tough decisions will not be needed to get
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us back to a state that we all desire. We have slashadember of the Western Australian Government and he told
overspending, reinforced our commitment to major reforrme that, whilst Western Australia’s population is about
and finally set South Australia on an economic growth path200 000 or 300 000 more than ours, they are not putting as
By about early 1996 we probably will have fixed most of themuch as we are into those areas. That is why we lead the way
mess created by the Labor Government in the most signifin Australia with education.

cant financial turnaround in the history of government in | said that we would not be able to increase taxes and, as
South Australia. per the commitment from the Government, there are no tax

Four key issues had to be dealt with, and we had to getcreases in this budget. Therefore, South Australia is now
them right. We had to cut State debt and Governmenguite competitive because we have a tax regime that is 20 per
spending. If we were to create the right environment forcent lower than that of our major competitor States.
growth, there could not be any tax increases. We had t@®bviously, that is an important part of the strategy to give us
stimulate economic development and, at the end of the dag, competitive edge in order to look after small business, large
start to produce jobs. employers and, most importantly, families. It is interesting

When this Government was elected, South Australianghat Labor’s solution was to introduce taxes and further hurt
were paying about $3 million a day just in interest on thethe hard working mortgage belt areas of South Australia and
State debt, and our tax rates were among the highest of atiye needy—the very people the Opposition claims they are
State in Australia. Our State debt was blowing out, day in anthere to help. How two faced they are with those comments.
day out. We were looking at more than $9 billion worth of ~ As to jobs and economic development, the performance
debt, and that was still out of control. But we have been ablef South Australia has been great during 1994-95, showing
to turn that around in a short 16 or 17 months. As a result obur strongest growth since the late 1980s. Business invest-
our first two budgets we will have reduced debt by $1.5ment has bounced back strongly after years of decline and
billion by the end of the financial year. That equals ashows a 22 per cent increase in real terms. Of course, the
sustainable, long-term, proactive future and opportunities fostrategy is to continue to boost exports and to encourage long-
South Australia. term investment. To that end | commend the economic

In the first two years we have actually achieved threedevelopment program incorporating a $160 million package
quarters of the debt reduction strategy that we set out for odor economic development and including urgent areas of
first term of office. More than $800 million in interest costs works such as the runway extension at Adelaide Airport at a
will be saved for the taxpayers of South Australia by 1988-cost of $20 million and the $2.6 million for strategic develop-
89. That in turn will be put back into further stimulating the ment of key industries, including the wine industry, which is
economy to increase job opportunities and economic growtko important to my electorate.
and to put even more money into health, education, and law Another initiative was the $300 million Building a Better
and order. Future program, which will provide $300 million in addition-

In the first two budgets we have also provided more thaml private funds for community projects over the next two
$300 million to start to bring to account the massive unfundegears. The overall capital works program in South Australia
liability for public sector superannuation which the previousthis year is worth $1.15 billion and will support about 18 000
Labor Government had no ambition whatever to addresgobs. Within that in the southern area we now have the
That is something that clearly had to be taken on board, it wasommencement of the Southern Expressway, which will
a commitment we made and we are sticking to the commitereate 1 900 jobs during construction and hundreds and
ment. In other words, we are clearing the balance sheet fdrundreds of jobs from the benefits to secondary industry and
future generations. our local community. After 10 years of promises by the

As to the cutting of Government spending, when theprevious Government and two election platforms which
Liberals came into office the previous Government hadoroduced nothing, | am delighted to see the commitment to
overspent by $300 million on the recurrent budget and thathe expressway in this budget. So costs are down and
was compounding out. This year for the first time we can sebusiness can now grow and create more jobs, but of course
we have come in $10 million better than has been budgetetiat cannot be done in one year: it will take some time.
and that clearly shows that the Treasurer and this Government | now touch briefly on the area of health. Contrary to what
are on track. With the 1995-96 budget we will have slashedome people say, an enormous amount of money is going into
two-thirds off the recurrent deficit in our first two years. But these areas. For example, | cite the upgrade of the Flinders
what is most important is that our Government is meeting thdledical Centre accident and emergency unit at a cost of
targets despite higher interest repayments put on us part$ys.8 million; day surgery facilities at FMC; and last year an
through the Federal Government and its lack of responsiveadditional $2 million in value for the Southern Districts War
ness to its debt blow-out. That has a huge impact when wilemorial Hospital. The police are getting a new police
inherited the massive debt figure | have just quoted. station at Darlington, which will benefit the southern area,

Clearly, the Government had to save even more than wencompassing a $9.9 million project. That development has
had anticipated because of wage increases and highkeen needed for a long time. We will see an additional 135
repayments. Yet, as | said, there was still a $10 million savingperational police brought in and part of the benefit of that
in the last budget. Despite the increases about which I have the seven extra detectives, and the Aldinga Police Station,
just spoken, the underlying deficit for 1995-96 will be who came into the southern area in the past 12 months. | am
reduced from over $300 million to $114 million, and by pleased to say that in my electorate five Neighbourhood
1997-98 we will have a slight surplus, something that mosWatch programs are currently being launched and that is after
South Australians have been calling for for years. So, clearlpromises by the previous Government with years of waiting
the reforms that are being put in place are still enabling thand nothing happening. We have $1.6 million being spent on
South Australian Government to maintain priorities in bothcrime prevention in a pro-active strategy.
education and health. In fact, we spend about $8 million aday With respect to tourism in the southern area, we will see
just in the areas of education and health. | have just met millions of dollars poured into Wirrina, Granite Island and
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the Mclaren Vale Visitors Centre. This will give us extra simple. | have spoken to people in my electorate about these
opportunities to market our area and create those mudfpoals time and again, but they need to be clearly highlighted
needed jobs. As to transport, Panalatinga Road, from Bairthis afternoon. The goals are: to cut the deficit; to put every
Road to Wheatsheaf Road, will have $2 million of work asdollar we earn into asset sales in an effort to remove the State
outlined in the budget and that will be a first-class facility fordebt; to continue to reduce the size of Government, but still
the residents of Mawson. The Minister is looking atimprov-deliver world-class education, health and community
ing the rail cars, with a total budget of $159 million for the services; and to deliver the right environment for business.
Clyde rail cars, many of which will come into operation in the Having just travelled overseas, | can tell members of the
next 12 months. Also, $10 million is being spent upgradingHouse today that, in world-class terms, we are certainly
the Seaford to Noarlunga railway line and nearly $1 milliondelivering world-class education, health and community
is being spent on the Noarlunga interchange. Members caervices. That is what we were put in Government to do.
see that the Government has a commitment to providing At last, | am happy to say that South Australia is starting
better transport in the southern areas. to achieve and succeed once again. The structural changes are
Turning to schools, nearly $1.5 million will be spent at in place and the outlook for South Australia is the best it has
Willunga High School this year; the Woodcroft Heights Pre-been for at least a decade. | remind members of a few points:
School Centre will be opened, all being well, by the begin-what did Labor do about our credit rating? It lost our credit
ning of term 4 at a cost of $500 000; and millions of dollarsrating which has cost us year in and year out, and we must
has been budgeted for Christies Beach High School anirn that around. That was massive neglect by the previous
Seaford year 6 to 12 facilities. The Government is honouringsovernment, but one never hears the Opposition referring to
its commitments and promises to the south and getting othat in the House. What about the debt levels? Don Dunstan
with the job of giving the south a fair go. Members can lookcan say they are not important; perhaps his cafe is freehold,;
right through the capital works program and see many morperhaps some of his pension can be used to reduce the debt.
initiatives, but the bottom line, as | have already said, is the The fact is, we are not free of debt; we must reduce that
$1.5 billion that will be spent on those capital works pro-debt, and anyone with an ounce of sense clearly realises that.
grams during 1995-96. That is why we are selling off BankSA, the Pipelines
In looking at the economy, we need to remember a fewAuthority of South Australia and other non-core assets. That
facts, but not the sort of tripe that | see pedalled every day imoney is going immediately into debt reduction which, once
this Parliament by the Leader of the Opposition and hisve get that debt reduction down to a balanced budget, will
negative clan, who want to just trot out innuendo andthen enable us to concentrate on those proactive areas. The
scaremongering to mislead the South Australian communityOpposition does not like reminding the people of South
Let us look at the facts. Let us acknowledge that 12 10®ustralia but Labor caused many of the problems but is not
additional jobs have been created in this State during our firgtrepared to be part of the solution.
year. Manufacturing employment during the first three- The Federal Government is not helping much, either. It
quarters of the year was up 16 per cent and job advertisavill not come across and provide health insurance deductions
ments are up 23 per cent on last year. for those people who should be given those incentives so that
We are serious about tourism and we have seen intethose who cannot afford private health can get a better go
national visitor numbers up by 20 per cent, which is someunder Medicare. The Federal Government cut South
thing that the Leader of the Opposition could never achievéustralia’s funding by $98 million this year; it is camou-
when he was Minister of Tourism, yet he is keen to tear dowrflaging its deficit, including its recurrent budget, and showing
Wirrina and other tourism projects to get cheap political poinfalse figures just before an election. It is taxing our valuable
scoring on the board. He will fail on all counts. Retail salescar and wine industry, and that will cost jobs in the south.
are up nearly 15 per cent and the manufacturing growth rat€he Federal Government could not care less about the
in South Australia is four times the national rate. Memberssouthern areas. Its election budget is purely that: an election
should not forget that this is the sector which under Mikebudget compared with this Brown Government’s budget,
Rann and the Labor Government shed more than 22 000 jolghich focuses on long-term planning for a stable and viable
in South Australia in just three years. What a dismal recorduture for South Australia.
the previous Government had, yet the Opposition still does Certainly there is still a way to go, and it will not always
not want to getin and assist this Government to get the Statee a smooth track, but who thought it would be? No-one, if
going. they thought about it for a moment, believed that South
Spending on the key services of education and healtAustralia would get back to a balanced budget in a short time.
remains above other State averages, and we have a comniitiere must be some pain, but the good news is that we are
ment to the best education standards in Australia. Our pupiback in business; there is light at the end of the tunnel, and
teacher ratio remains the best of that in all Australian State$or once it is not the lights of another oncoming train, as was
and 96 per cent of all classes have 30 or fewer students.the case when we saw devastation and debacle one after
place on record that | will continue to fight forimprovementsanother under the previous Government. The Opposition
in those two areas for all my constituents in Mawson. Thewvants to continue to scare, mislead and work against South
budget allocates more than $1.3 billion to our public healthAustralia’s recovery, but it is on the wrong train. The
system, including $70 million worth of new capital works and majority of South Australians and this Government are on the
a considerable sum for new technology. With respect teight train, and the Opposition knows it.
community safety, the Government's commitment was to Members on this side of the House will continue to work
provide an additional 200 operational police officers duringwith the Government to ensure that South Australia does have
our firstterm and, as | have already said, 135 of these will ba long-term future. There is a good future for South Australia,
operational by the end of June. and this budget is an integral part of the blueprint that, in
The goals of this Government and the commitment andime, will completely see our great State back in its old
goals we have as members of that Government are veosition: one | have longed for and enjoyed through much of
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my life until now. It is a position to which | am personally a school several kilometres away. If this Government really
committed as part of the Brown Liberal Government, and thatvants to change things for the battlers in the community—
is to return South Australia to its status as one of the leadingnd this is often said to me—I suggest that members opposite
States in Australia. talk to their Federal Liberal mates and tell them to stop

That is where South Australia was year in and year outunning the country down.
until certain people entered this Parliament—people who Members interjecting:
were hamstrung by the unions, who were not committed to Mrs GERAGHTY: You are always saying that to me;
being businesslike, who were not prepared to look at thgou cannot take a bit of your own medicine. The Dean Brown
signals, who were not prepared to listen to the business sect@overnment’'s exercise in privatisation is another gross
of this community, and who went in and bankrupted the Statefailure. In her contribution, the member for Newland spoke
We are turning it around, and we will be one of the leadingof the Modbury Hospital, extolling the virtues of privatising
States in Australia. It will not be tomorrow, but | am confi- the services. | hope that she and members opposite take note
dent that it will happen by about 1998-99. In the meantimepf this. Last Friday a constituent came into my office who
whilst we have had to inflict a bit of pain, and people votedwas very upset and annoyed with statements that the Premier
for us to do that, that pain has been kept to a minimum antlad just made on the radio regarding Modbury Hospital.
the situation has been carefully considered. Mr Condous: He's been a Labor voter all his life.

After this budget | believe the majority of that pain will Mrs GERAGHTY: That is just a typical response: you
be over and we will see an almost completely proactiveeannot accept that people who believed and supported you at
Government instead of a Government very carefully balanthe last election are angry and in trouble as a result of what
cing how it runs the affairs of this State. It will be proactive you are doing. My constituent’s wife had just had a very
but reactive to the disasters, the debt loan and the mismanageerious—
ment it inherited. It is good news for South Australians;itis Members interjecting:
particularly good news for the people of Mawson, and | make Mrs GERAGHTY: Just a minute; listen.
my pledge, as | did last year—and | will continue to make The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
this pledge for as long as | am in this House—to work for theTorrens would facilitate debate and make life easier for
best interests of the people of Mawson. | commend théerself if she addressed all comments through the Chair rather
budget to South Australians. than be antagonistic and address comments directly to

members. That way, the Chair will remain in control and the

Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): The State Liberal honourable member will be cooperating. | thank other
Government is suffering at the hands of its Federal Liberainembers to do as they have done for most of this debate and
counterparts. While Dean Brown is desperately trying to talkisten in silence.
up the State’s economy, his Federal Liberal mates are talking Mrs GERAGHTY: Thank you, Sir. My constituent’s
the national economy down. Business is suffering in Soutkyife had just had a very serious and distressing encounter
Australia; small shop owners are walking away from theirwith this newly privatised Modbury Hospital. She had been
premises on a daily basis. Two of my constituents did so ilooked in by her doctor for a certain procedure, only to be
the past month, one a small business operator sent bankrupld after a 45 minute wait that no-one was on duty that day
and the other a fruiterer in a shopping complex. to perform that type of service. This was after the patient

The latter case was particularly tragic as his wife wasurned up at the hospital at the appointed time, for which her
working to earn enough money to buy the fruit her husbandoctor had made the appointment in January for June this
sold. If Government members go out and talk to people thgear. She attended the hospital only to be told that no
way | and members on this side do, they will hear case aftesperators were scheduled for that day and to come back at
case where people are just hanging on, fearing any one of tR@me later time. We have just been hearing that Modbury
many predators to whom they owe money will foreclose orHospital is running smoothly, servicing clients and servicing
them. These are not people who shirk their responsibilitiegshe community.
these are people who are trying. | am not talking about the My constituent was most annoyed, because he heard the
high fliers or the quick-buck merchants: | am talking aboutPremier saying that morning that the newly privatised
every-day battling business people—those people who wergodbury Hospital was running extremely well, with no
told by the Liberal Party at the last election that a change ofvaiting and no delays. That is just fantasy land. Added to
Government was the only remedy for the State’s ailinghat, my constituent was doubly annoyed, as prior to the
economy. privatisation members of his family had attended the

Members opposite are in Government now and, quitdodbury Hospital for treatment, which they received, in his
frankly, they have not fixed a thing. | suggest that membersyords—not mine—in a proper, respectful manner and had
opposite go out and talk to people trying to build and selinot been fobbed off. So, that hospital privatisation exercise
houses, and that is only one instance. Developers in mig shaping up as a failure.
electorate tell me that real estate sits on the market for Now the Government wants to sell the management of the
months; that the Valuer-General's figure used to be lowestate’s water supply and sewerage. As | have said on many
than the market value but now that figure, in many cases, igccasions, | am incredibly fearful for the outcome of that
way over the market value figure. Dean Brown’s Liberalexercise. As | have often said, it is simply privatising for no
policies are dividing families. Because of school overcrowdother reason than a cash injection into the State’s budget.
ing, class sizes in many cases are well over 30. When the Government has sold ETSA and EWS and

A case which came to my notice recently gives the truevhatever else it can lay its hands on, all that will be left is the
picture of class sizes. A family | know had to send theirmoney. The Government will have the money, but it will last
children to two different schools because the son could nadnly a short time, so all those cash injections put in by EWS
be accommodated into a year seven class, which already hadd ETSA that we have been hearing about will cease.

35 pupils. The son attends one school and his sister attends Mr Becker interjecting:



Wednesday 7 June 1995 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2595

Mrs GERAGHTY: Actually, there is an old saying that some of the finest pilots and service in the world. That will
applies to this situation: you do not pay off your mortgage bygo bang because Mr Keating, in an election year, wants to
selling the house. provide a $718 million surplus.

Members interjecting: What else has he done? This is the man who criticised

Mrs GERAGHTY: People do have to do that, unfortu- Hewson for his GST and said what a hypocrite he was to tax
nately, but in this case it is not the way to run Governmentbread and such things. | asked the Australian Taxation Office
The Government will sell off the assets and have nothing, angb send me the latest sales tax figures, and they contain some
what is worse in the Government's case is that the revenueésteresting items. Let us look at passenger motor vehicles,
from those assets will simply be gone forever. By the time thevhich are manufactured in this State and represent one of the
Labor Party gets back in there will be very little left, and in most important industries here. What did Keating say in the
the meantime the communities out there will be sufferingbudget two years ago? He said:

They aré suf‘ferlng.now, apd they will suffer even further. The Again, it is worth referring to One Nation, which announced:
very basic, essential services that we rely on for our everyday:om tomorrow, the sales tax on new cars currently subject to the
existence will no longer be the responsibility of Government20 per cent rate will be permanently lowered to 15 per cent—a

so there will be no safeguards and our communities wilsaving on a new Commodore or Falcon of around $800. With
continue to suffer. cheaper cars we will drive new cars, which is good for the environ-

I would like to know what kind of administration Dean mgﬂétﬁggd for road safety and good for one of our most important

Brown’s Government is. It strikes me that it is a Government . L ,

which has misled the people of South Australia—certainly atVhat did he do in this year's budget? There was a turn-

the last election—and which is now causing great hardshiground. The Federal budget stated:

for families and particularly the elderly. | believe that mem-  Now that passenger motor vehicle sales are at a high level, it is

bers opposite will pay quite dearly for that at the next electiorpppropriate to restore the sales tax rate to the general rate of 21 per

and that we will see a much needed change but, sadly, th§¢" from tonight.

could be somewhat too late. | oppose this budget and | woulld did not go back to 20 per cent; it went to 21 per cent. We

hope that, if members opposite were not willing to do sohave to bear in mind another thing: on 1 July it will go up

publicly, they would at least speak quietly to Dean Brownanother 1 per cent to 22 per cent. Let us consider another

and his Ministers, remind them of what is happening out irpoint in this article, as follows:

the community and continue to emphasise that people are \ynathappened to the commitment to ‘permanently’ lowering the

being severely disadvantaged and are hurting. sales tax to 15 per cent, consideration for the environment and the
concerns about road safety? They have been exposed for what they

Mr CONDOUS (Colton): | rise to support the Treasurer are—lies, just as the Federal Government has lied about the actual
and this Appropriation Bill and to look at a re“:'ponsmletaxIltereells.. been ‘restored’. The usual English interpretation would
documt_—‘:nt, which turns around the situation in SOUthsuggest that it should go back to the 20 pgr centthaFt)appIied in 1992.
Australia. Before | do so, because members of the Labayrong. The figure has been set at 21 per cent and the Federal coffers
Party have been here criticising the Government for itsre getting a record rake-off from new vehicle purchasers—
financial decisions, | would first remind them of what some ;
of their counterparts in Canberra did with their budget onIyanOI there.wnl be arlother ! pgr cent from 1 July—
a short time ago. An article in the paper stated that mos{vhat all this means is that Keating has brought new and doubtful
people thought the Federal budget was a joke, bubttferd meaning to the English language.

Dictionary states that a joke is something that creates laughtdrhe Opposition talks about new taxes. We have not brought
and happiness. in any new taxes; we have stayed with the CPI. | have this

| cannot see that the last budget, which Keating totallyoudget document which refers to things happening from 1
supported and went out and sold around Australia, was duly 1995. Here is a Prime Minister who worries about
responsible budget. He tried to con the people of Australi@rdinary working class people, the ordinary guy, the young
that in the lead-up to an election year he would produce oy and girl who get married at 21 years of age, with the
budget with a surplus of $718 million, but the reality was thatAustralian dream of creating a nice household with a garden
it was actually $8 billion in deficit. The reason for the in the front and at the back, bringing up a couple of kids,
$718 million surplus was that the Government was selling théaking them to the local primary school, battling for 20 or 30
furniture in the house. Yesterday | received a prospectugears to bring up their children the right way, and who need
asking me whether | was interested in investing in Qantasassistance. What does the Prime Minister do? He decides to
and the Federal Government has indicated that it will sell offjive them a new sales tax on building materials just to help
half the Commonwealth Bank, which it swore it would neverthem along and increase the cost of their home by another
do. It does not care about doing this. $2 000.

Members opposite sit over there and criticise our selling From 1 July the things which are to go up are: prefabricat-
off State assets to try to reduce the debt, in which we had ned timber cupboards, cabinets, storage units and kitchens of
part whatsoever, while their Federal counterparts are sellingkind ordinarily used for household purposes. Then we have
two of the most important assets that this country owns: theuilders’ hardware. How can you build a house without nails,
Commonwealth Bank and Qantas, the national airline carrierivets, washers, screws, bolts, nuts, brackets, door bells, door
Every country has a national carrier: Singapore has Singapogtops, door and cupboard catches, hinges, house numbers,
Airlines; Malaysia has its Malaysian Airline System; Britain letter boxes and locks? Then it goes on to timber floor
used to have British Air, which has now been privatised; andoverings, taps, nozzles, tap handles and shower heads. He
Switzerland has SwissAir. They all have their national airlinedoes not want people to have showers. Then it goes on to wall
carriers operating into their countries. and floor tiles, plaster goods, bonding, setting and sealing

What are we going to do? We are to sell off an airline withagents, paint, putties and pigments. All those things will go
a reputation for being one of the safest and which providesp to 12 per cent from 1 July, so there is not much time.
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The Prime Minister is also thinking seriously about theis carrying on that fine tradition as well. The council is rock
environment. | received a letter this afternoon, and the outsideolid. Whoever follows him will not have to worry about
of the envelope had the reference, ‘Recycled paper. Pleaseavenging, cutting and everything else to run a budget,
reuse.’ But what do we find? The document issued to me bigecause it is a solid council with good financial backing. It
the Australian Taxation Office, referring to recycled paperis the envy of many councils, so you cannot say that.

products, states: | feel very bad about having to go to the electorate and
The following recycled paper products will be taxable at the ratesay, ‘| am sorry that we are cutting down, but the reality is
of 22 per cent from 1 November 1995: that either you want us to continue spending like the previous

writing, drawing or printing paper (including pads of wiiting, Government or to act responsibly, to run the State like a
drawing or printing paper) i ; business and to give your child some hope for the future.’
paper of a kind ordinarily used in accounting ledgers or’~-> givey ) 0P .
accounting journals; Believe me, one of the most appalling things that | have had

envelopes. to face as a politician is the plight of many thousands of

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The Chairis wonder- Young educated South Australians who have finished their

ing whether this interesting debate can be related to the Stal@tiary or university education and who want only one thing,
budget. and that is to retain their dignity by going out and making a

Mr CONDOUS: | am coming to it now, Sir. contribution to the growth and development of this State.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member !—Iowever, having qualified, they have had to move either
seems to have related almost all of his address to the Fedetaferstate or overseas to seek employment. Why is that?
budget. Because over th_e past 11 years we have become the laughing

Mr CONDOUS: Butit is important, Mr Deputy Speaker, Stock of Australia.
and | will tell you why. It is important because we have  Mr Foley interjecting:
listened to continuous debate from Opposition members Mr CONDOUS: We were the laughing stock. Frank
telling us about increased taxes and what philanthropic anglevins referred earlier to the Remm-Myer Centre. | did not
big hearted people they are because they are worried abathiink that there was anything wrong with that centre. In fact,
ordinary people on only $300—the working class representa- thought the Remm-Myer Centre was good for South
tives. But what are they doing? They are stabbing the\ustralia. | do not blame Bannon at all. | will go on record
working class where it hurts most—in the hip pocket. No oneand say that | worked with John—
can be hit worse, especially young couples trying to establish The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
a home. But people fell for it. member has a dramatic speaking style, and the legitimacy of

_Ifone wentinto a supermarket today and asked a womaghat style could be greatly improved if the honourable
with a trolley and three children, ‘Madam, how many of the member addressed the Chair and referred to members by their
60 items in your basket do you think carry sales tax?', shelectorates or simply as ‘honourable member'. In the last two
would not know. She would not know that the Yo-yo biscuitsentences, the honourable member has transgressed by
which has been made by Menz in this State for the past 12Rferring to the member for Giles as ‘Frank Blevins'. When
years has a 12 per cent sales tax on it, and she would ngg referred to Bannon that was quite legitimate, because the
know that Berri fruit juices, our own cooperative in Southformer Premier is no longer a member of the House. There
Australia, are being taxed 12 per cent. The same goes fgf a distinction between how he can refer to sitting members
toilet paper. Apparently one is not supposed to wash, becaug@d how he can refer to former members. | ask the honour-

that is another 20 per cent. S able member to resume his interesting contribution but to
Let us get back to the State budget, which is importantyary his style so that the Chair does not have to keep pulling
Yesterday the member for Hart said: him up.

Please don't treat us like mugs; please don't treat us like fools.  Mr CONDOUS: | must say that, in the six years | worked
The Labor Government over the past 11 years treated theith former Premier Bannon, our working relationship was
people of South Australia with so much disgust and disregareeally first class. | honestly believe the man was an honest
that it became sickening. The amazing thing was that iperson with integrity but, unfortunately, the people he trusted
wanted to hold on to its full four years of power rather thanand put into positions let him down very badly. | know of his
turn around and be honest enough to realise that it hajgassion to get the Remm-Myer Centre developed, because he
denigrated and stripped this State to nothing. The member fdrelieved it was going to be good for South Australia, but what
Hart has some heavy baggage to carry because he was eehim down was the union movement. It was a farce. When
senior adviser to the Premier— the Adelaide City Council first passed those plans, the

Mr Foley: Not to Bannon; to Arnold. estimated cost of that shopping centre was $190 million.

Mr CONDOUS: Well, to Arnold. The disgraceful part What occurred on that site was some of the most disgraceful
about it is that, with regard to this Appropriation Bill, union thuggery that has ever happened in the history of this
Opposition members should have stood up and said, ‘Menfountry.
bers of the Government, we apologise for having left the People who work on that site today are still receiving
Treasury bare and leaving you with a debt of $8.9 billion.’millions of dollars in WorkCover payments. | know members
How many incoming governments have taken over and beesf my community who were ordinary little labourers,
forced to run a State with the appalling financial situation thasweeping the floors of the new development and who were
we found? Not only was the safe bare— earning $1 000 a week. | know of the negotiations that

Mr Foley: What about the Adelaide City Council? occurred with workers on the Remm-Myer site after young

Mr CONDOUS: Don't worry about the Adelaide City ladies came to my office and said that they were appalled
Council. | left the Adelaide City Council—not just me, but because every time they walked down the mall they not only
Jervis and Wendy Chapman before that—as one of theeceived wolf whistles but were mentally raped. They were
wealthiest capital city councils in Australia, and Henry Ninio disgraced—
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Mr FOLEY: 1 rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy concocted atrocities that, hopefully, some will start to have
Speaker. This is a budget reply speech and | fail to undessecond thoughts and might just be seduced into believing the
stand the relevance of wolf whistling on the Remm-Myer sitekind of deceit that was offered to the House. Members
to the State budget. opposite remind me a bit of spoilt children who cannot have

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Once again, the Chairwould their own way: they make a mess, they do not know how to
say to the member for Colton, already having drawn hidix it and, when someone comes along to clean up their mess,
attention to the very wide ranging debate that he has corthey jump up and down screaming how unfair itis. Itis a case
ducted, that this would have been better subject matter for thef ‘We could not fix it, so we will not let you.’

10 minute grievance debate which has no limit to content. It is an absolute disgrace that members opposite can sit
The honourable member should direct his comments moridaere and pretend to be fighting for the community when they
towards the budget. made the mess in the first place. They can go out there with

Mr CONDOUS: | am trying to show those areas where beat up stories and display their economic impotence; they
there were failures in respect of the finances of this State. itan try to frighten and bully people into believing that the
was negotiated between the Lord Mayor and the unions th&rown Government does not care; but do they really think
everybody on site would be paid a special levy not to whistlethat people are that stupid? Do they think that people have not

Mr Foley interjecting: seen and heard for themselves what this Labor Opposition is

Mr CONDOUS: That s true. That was put into the award all about? They have watched and waited for 10 years to see
and they were paid that levy. They are the sorts of things tha Labor Government improve their quality of life, put some
went on under the previous Government. That is why the cosalue back into education, give them jobs, the best public
of just the shopping section of the Remm-Myer Centre blewhealth system and restore confidence in the South Australian
out from $190 million to in excess of $600 million. What is €conomy. It did not happen.
happening in the real world, in the streets of our electorates, They killed the job market; quality of life diminished; they
is that we are paying the price. By acting responsibly, thigook learning out of education while they let some of our
Government is making an attempt to bring the debt undegchools deteriorate through lack of maintenance. And look
control and to provide people with the future that they wanthow sick they let our health system get. That is the stamp of

| know from just talking with ordinary people out in the @ Labor Government. And what was given to the people of
electorate that they have a lot more confidence. They are n&outh Australia? A bank with nothing left in it, a bankrupt
picking up the paper every morning and reading about th&tate and a debt to be shared by us all. Like the rest of you,
State Bank disaster. They are reading positive news. Theyam fed up with hearing the rhetoric. We on this side of the
know that overseas investors are putting money into Southiouse know who made the mess and know who has to clean
Australia because they have total confidence in the Goveritup, so why cannot all those opposite accept the fact that we
ment of this State. | have said this before and | will say ithave a job to do. As tough as it may be, members opposite
again: all | want to do is be part of a team that acts responsiknow that they made the mess and, instead of jumping up and
ly on behalf of the people | represent to bring about soligdown, bleating and bellowing, the pretentious crusaders of the
management, good government and a good future for oOMmunity are not going to fix the problem and this definite-
children. That is what it is all about. The only way we will do ly will not give them any credibility in the community.
that is to run this State like a business. I will spend only a short time addressing this Bill, as much

If we find that we have to cut back and look after ourhas already been said, but in doing so | would like to
spending, so be it. However, | am positive that the Treasurétongratulate the Treasurer and his staff on what must have
has looked at this, not over a short period but long term andeen a most difficult task of maintaining a disciplined
in drafting the budget, has decided that his ultimate aim is tudgetary process. When we were elected to government,
deliver as soon as possible a surplus budget so that we #Puth Australia was overspending by more than $300 million
South Australia can say that we are now banking more an@ Year. We were paying almost $3 million a day interest on
collecting more than we are spending. That is something th&lebt. Government debt is now under control and, as the
has not happened. | believe that Opposition members shouldeasurer has already indicated, the days of the Government's
not stand up and criticise. In fact, they should hang theitVing on credit cards are gone. We are putting the brakes on
heads in shame for what went on over the 11 years that theffebt, reducing it by $1 billion in 1995-96. And this is what
Party was in Government, because we inherited one of th&€ community wants. That is why it made the decision at the
most disastrous eras of any Government in the history of th|@st eleCt_|0n. It knew that the State was in trouble. In faCt, the
State. community realised it was in more than trouble; the State was

in so much of a mess that every man, woman and child would
[Sitting suspended from 5.57 to 8.15 p.m.] have to bear the brunt of this State’s financial mismanage-
ment for many years to come.

Ms GREIG (Reynell): Last night | sat in this Chamber The community set a mandate. It chose a Government and
listening to debates addressing this Bill before us. Some afave it the job of repairing the damage and restoring confi-
the speakers were fairly positive, and | do not have to teltlence. This budget reiterates the Government’s commitment
members that they came from this side of the House. As tto the hard work necessary to repair and restore the State’s
others, what can | say? There are none so blind as those winances. We have come through what must have been the
cannot see. Gloom and doom was forced upon us. The scanardest year. Some tough decisions had to be made, but it was
tactics that have already been filtered over the airwaves wepeasing to note in the Treasurer's comments, when deliver-
thrust upon us last night, and again the biggest con job undéng this budget to the House, that the South Australian budget
the sun was under way by the Opposition. Some membeis moving out of the red in the quickest and most significant
present cannot read the signals: they cannot accept that thingsnaround in the history of Government in South Australia.
are improving, and the only way they know to get theirAnd we are doing that without imposing extra taxation
message across is by frightening people, feeding them enouglirdens on South Australians. | can remember only too well
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the grim reality we all had to face in view of the Audit at Mitsubishi and a $73 million expansion at the Mobil
Commission findings and the budget that followed. TheAdelaide refinery.
message was loud and clear that we had to pull our belts in We welcomed the Transitions Optical plant at Lonsdale
if we were going to get the State back on track. and a $4 million aged care complex at Christie Downs. Under
With last year's budget we saw many changes, and it wathis Government, South Australia can foster an economy that
not change for the sake of change; it was change to addressmore competitive and more productive and thus better able
the damage done to this State by the economic and financitd support desired living standards whilst ensuring that the
disasters of the late 1980s and early 1990s inherited by ysublic remains protected against failures in the market. In
from the previous Labor Government. We saw introduced &inishing | would like to reiterate that Government spending
new culture of public sector management, accountabilityis under control and Government debt is under control. The
structural reform, support for industry and small businesstask of repairing the State’s finances is well under way and
learning was put back into schools whilst at the same time all South Australians can be assured that their money is being
whole new focus was placed on early childhood. Majorspent wisely and not squandered on meaningless or exorbitant
capital works programs were undertaken in many of ouprograms, and we can look ahead with some confidence.
schools, and | am looking forward to further allocations of
funding in this area, especially in my electorate. Mr QUIRKE (Playford): So far, unfortunately the
However, | will not be the first to acknowledge that it has speeches on the budget have been as predictable as one of the
not all been good news. We have had to face cuts in mangamphlets that | understand is soon to be circulated. As |
areas whilst we prioritised in others. We as a community havenderstand—abut | could be wrong—it will be circulated at
had to face what previous Governments have been afraid téxpayers’ expense. If that is the case—
face; that is, that you cannot spend what you do not have. One Mr Caudell interjecting:
of the biggest achievements in my electorate last year was the Mr QUIRKE: |am glad that the member for Fawlty has
announcement of a new primary school on the Woodendsked about the Labor Party pamphlet which was entirely
Estate, Sheidow Park. Commitment for this school was givepaid for by Labor Party funds. The member for Fawlty can
by the Premier prior to our winning government, a promisealways ask those questions in this House: | welcome the free
that was gladly received by the community. kick. Let us return to the budget.
The school had its official opening on 21 May this year ~Mr Condous interjecting:
and many in this Government joined with the school MrQUIRKE: Mr Speaker, | would like to know why the
community in celebrating that special day. As a southerrmember for Colton is alleging we have not finished some-
member, | also had the pleasure of enjoying a football matckhing. What is it that we have not finished?
on our own home ground, the Southern Sporting Complex. Mr Condous: You have a blank paper.
As a Vice-President of South Adelaide | was sorry to see the Mr QUIRKE: | see. | suppose that is for a few more
end result of the game, but as a southerner with a dedicatigignatures for the member for Colton’s petition which he
and passion for many sports, the real achievement was seeipgesented in the House and which he ratted on when he voted
over 10 000 people at what a former Labor Minister describethe other way when the Bill came in. | am quite happy for the
as the ‘Taj Mahal’. Members may recall his saying that wemember for Colton to interject on that if he wants to; that is
would never have this complex in the south. fine. At the end of the day the member will find that when
The upgrade of the Noarlunga Interchange, again, isnembers on this side say something out there publicly they
another major achievement under way. Yesterday morningarry it through.
while | was getting on the train, people were handing out There are a number of positions in this budget. When this
pamphlets at the interchange to tell us of the progress of thdocument came down last week there was a smugness about
development and the stages we may expect over the next fédovernment members (particularly the front bench) in respect
months. That was the most read pamphlet on the train thaff this budget, because they anticipated that they would be
morning. It outdid theAdvertiserby miles, from just looking able to pull the wool over the eyes of everybody in South
around at the bright green leaflets. This year we can add thsustralia for another year. What was going on last week was
Southern Expressway and the $4 million allocation fora clear cut example of the old pea and thimble trick. The only
redevelopment work at Christies Beach High School, anothatifference this time was that there was no pea under any of
school that has suffered severely from lack of maintenancthe three thimbles.
for many years. The school will really appreciate the fact that In last week’s budget we were told that it was a new dawn.
it has now been recognised. I do not know about other members around here but if this is
I would also like to acknowledge the thing that is mostthe new dawn then | am very interested to see how the whole
important to me, and | know that | share this with my thing goes. | do not think there will be a lot of sunshine for
southern colleagues Lorraine Rosenberg and Robeawhile yet—it must be a very cloudy dawn. It may be a new
Brokenshire; that is, that, with the Liberal Government indawn but it is certainly a cloudy one, because in terms of this
office, the outer southern suburbs are finally being recogbudget there are a couple of things missing. The first is any
nised. We are getting our roads, schools and even employeal leadership to get South Australia out of the mess it is
ment possibilities addressed at last. My business communiturrently in. Secondly, if asset sales are taken out of this
is signalling a whole new confidence in the economy. Acrossudget you find that each year debt is rising. We are told that
the State, manufacturing employment during the first threeby 1997-98 the Government will bring in a budget that will
quarters of this financial year was 16 per cent higher than ibe balanced on recurrent expenditure. | hope that is so
the previous year. Further investment growth is predictetbecause the budget papers indicate that there will be, by the
during the next 12 months in areas such as informatioend of financial year 1995-96, a further blow-out of debt to
technology, tourism, wine, manufacturing and other majothe tune of about $900 milliovis-a-vis1992-93. If that is the
industries. Closer to home, we have welcomed a range afase then, putting the asset sales to one side, the value of all
positive announcements such as the production of a world céinose assets has gone.
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The Opposition is the first to admit that a debt reductiortold one thing by the Liberal Party in opposition but which
strategy needs to be part of the budgetary process. We belief@ind when the Opposition came to Government that the
the debt reduction strategy is something which needs to bapposite was true. For a moment | will talk about the budget,
developed and which needs to be understood in terms of thibe Police Force and the budget containment strategy, which
usual household mortgage for most of my constituents. Thebelieve was pamphlet No. 61 of a thing call€de Police
situation exists where over a period of time a gradual contrdPost | find it very dangerous in a democracy that a
of that debt can be evidenced—and not at the expense &overnment and a Minister believe that they have the right
teachers, nurses and police. When the Opposition asked softeeinterfere at that level in the Police Force and have the
questions of the Minister for Emergency Services yesterdagiocument withdrawn. | say no more than that, except that the
we found a couple of statements. One statement was that thinister has gone on record about the need for a police board
police had better learn to do the same work with less moneyo make the police more responsive to Government policy.
The Minister made quite clear in Question Time yesterday | do not want to take up all my time on that matter, but |
that as far as he was concerned the police had better get usednt to make a couple of points clear. If the Minister had ap-
to having fewer resources. That is a pity and it is somethingroached us on that topic, we might have been able to
about which this Government was quite unequivocal. develop a bipartisan approach to future policing needs in this

When the Government was in Opposition it made its cas&tate. His actions in recent days now make that absolutely
clear. In 1992-93 we used to sit in here and listen to thémpossible. | want to make quite clear that we will not agree
monotonous and sickening tones from the then shadowith his notion of police boards or any of the rest of it. | put
Minister for Emergency Services who told us that therethat plainly on the public record tonight. We are concerned
would be more police out on the street. He told us that therabout the direction in which the Government is attempting to
would be more resources and that we would have this grearag one of the great institutions in South Australia, the South
age of crime control. We now find that the police budget hag\ustralian Police Force.
been cut. The other interesting thing we find is that about two | have spent a bit of my time on that issue tonight. We
months ago | asked the Minister a question in this Houséave not always seen eye to eye with the police or, indeed,
about how many more police were on the payroll at this pointvith the Police Association on some issues. On many issues
compared with the case 12 months ago. | was told, after we have agreed with it. There has been a body of agreement
convoluted set of figures, that it was 12. Now | find, accord-between the association, the Police Force and the Labor Party
ing to the Premier, that there are 135 more out there. in this State. What has happened since the previous State

We actually find that a number of the jobs done by policeelection is that the Government seems to want to take the
officers, particularly in headquarters and other parts, are noWolice Force in South Australia down some new and danger-
being transferred to police on the beat. Again, it is a pea andus roads.
thimble trick. The other warning | give is that the Minister ~ Before | refer to other matters in my speech on the budget,
has made much in here about the 400 Police Force jobssuggest that the Minister would be wise to seek the counsel
which could be done by civilians, being done by policeof some other Ministers who have had discussions with the
officers. There may be some truth in that. It may well be theDpposition and developed bipartisan approaches to difficult
case that there are some persons in the Police Force who a@mmunity issues. We always extend our hand on important
doing a job that still has to be done where parts or eveand significant legislation, legislation that we believe is in the
possibly the whole of that job could be transferred tocommunity interest. Sometimes that has been at the initiative
someone who is not a sworn police officer: we accept thatof the Labor Opposition: at other times it has been at the

The only thing is that, when a police officer is hurt in the initiative of Ministers in the Brown Government, and to that
line of duty or for one reason or another may have anillnessnd | commend them. There are a few—I have even men-
that police officer needs what is the equivalent, in antioned them in the House—who are doing a good job in
industrial sense, of lighter duties and is quite often transferredifficult circumstances. | cannot say that about the Minister
into these backroom jobs. | hope that the good personnébr Emergency Services, because he is dragging us into a
management that has been a part of the South Australiatangerous future and into an uncharted course about which
Police Force will continue. We do not see the sorts ofwe have some concern.
headlines in South Australia that we saw as a result of the Members interjecting:

Four Cornersprogram and in the papers yesterday regarding Mr QUIRKE: For the information of the member for
the level of corruption, because we actually have great pridBawlty, so do many sworn, serving police officers in this
in our Police Force in South Australia and have come tdtate. As for the overall budget strategy in South Australia,
expect very high standards from them. That works two waysone of the most important problems that we need to address
It works two ways because police officers in South Australias the level of economic activity that we were told in 1994-95
know that if they get injured on the job they will be looked would give us a growth rate of appropriately 3.5 per cent. In
after. fact, the projections in the budget that was brought down last

About 12 months ago a superannuation Bill was intro-year—the first Brown budget—were for a growth rate of
duced not only for public servants but for police officers. Atabout half the national average. At that time, of course, the
the end of the day when we had debated and sorted that Brown Government had predicted a national average of about
out (it took nearly six months) we were all in agreement. It5 per cent. Those figures presumably came from the Federal
took a while to drag the Government to the altar on it but webudget expectations. The Government believed that South
were all in agreement that those accident benefits and all theustralia would obtain about 3.5 per cent. It went on to say
other benefits for police officers needed to be maintained anithat the anticipation would be about 3.25 per cent for the next
continued. That is now the case as a result of the legislativeouple of years afterwards. The result last year was .1 per
program which occurred in this place in 1994. cent.

In regard to the police there was never such a group (and We are told that one reason that the ABS figures were so
I am talking about the Police Force as a whole) which wadad on the day that they came out—the Government brushed
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up the response a bit a couple of weeks later—was thkeave decided to fall in line with that. One of the problems that
drought. | must be missing something, but | think that Souttwe will face when we go into the Estimates Committees is a
Australia did not do too badly in agriculture last year vis a visshortage of a large number of documents so that we can
New South Wales and, in particular, Queensland. Thexamine the budget in detail.

drought in Queensland has been going on for three years, and | raised that issue with the Treasurer during Question
Queensland had nearly 7 per cent growth. What happened laBine. | do not know how we will overcome it. However, we
year is that we saw no growth here. would need to have a series of three-quarter statements to

Members interjecting: give us some idea of how some instrumentalities are going

Mr QUIRKE: May I please seek your protection, Mr so that we can ask proper and probing questions during the
Speaker, from that gaggle of harpies who have been going ddstimates Committees procedure.
non-stop?

The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest that the member for ~ Mr VENNING (Custance): | am pleased that in bringing
Mitcham and others allow the member for Playford todown our second budget we can point to the obvious success
continue his remarks without interruption. of the Brown Liberal Government. We all know what has

Mr QUIRKE: | thank you for your protection, Mr happened in the past 10 years, and that is now the history of
Speaker. | return to the growth rate of .1 per cent. It meanthis State. The key word is debt, and debt means interest.
that, if we are not careful, we will see a flight of brains, Interest means cost as to someone else’s investment. It is a
capital and talented people to other States and to othgositive situation if the investment is returning interest, but
spheres of economic activity because they see no future fahe rhetoric | have heard in this House last night and today
themselves or for their families here in South Australia.  from the Opposition defies any logic and any economic

One thing that was absolutely essential in the budget wasompetency whatsoever.
to sort out the problem so that South Australia could atleast The Brown Government is not acting in that way. Interest

reach, for the next couple of years, the same level of growtRayments were going on top of a capital debt and we had a
as the eastern States—the average. Indeed, last year W&mpounding monetary situation. You, Sir, being a business-
reached the all-time low of being bettered by Tasmania. Tenan in your own right, will understand what that means. If
my knowledge, that has never happened before. We all knowe State pays more and more interest every year, it goes on
of Tasmania’s problems since Federation. One reason Whyp of the capital debt and it ends up paying interest on that
it sought and obtained the guaranteed five seats down theggtal. When the debt continually rises, you know, Sir, what
was that it believed, when it joined the Federation, thatthe end result is: it is a visit from either the banker or the
unfortunately, it would never be able to compete with the bighailiff, and many farmers | know have experienced just that.
eastern States. It got itself into a mind set. Unfortunately, Kouth Australia’s debt was compounding—out of control. |
see evidence of that in our community. We need leadershigm not saying that as political rhetoric but as a matter of fact,
on those matters. When growth rate figures in South Australipecause that was the situation until about the last 12 or 18
are persistently well below the national average, when theyhonths.
are behind even Tasmania, unfortunately there will be long-  The | eader of the Opposition in his speech last night said
term ramn_‘|cat|ons. ) that our debt was the same as when the Tonkin Government
When is a tax not a tax? The answer, according to theft office. | could not believe that. | was in my office and |
Government, is when it is a charge. You can put up aegrd it. | gotHansardtoday and read it with my own eyes.
thousand charges one week, but the next week you have neg; the benefit of the House, this is what he said:
ﬁg: uﬁt%nytg);is. .i tThh;SarStulrjne;tr;Snthea(t)ft Eﬁ aC: O;/grgrptigt g as Labor believes in the need for a debt reduction strategy that keeps
p p ' p p g ges. n[qe fundamentals and the social fabric intact. A measured and

of the day, one of the main problems with the budgetyalanced approach is required. It needs to be acknowledged by
strategy—it will be interesting to see how we develop it in themembers opposite and understood in the broader community that the

Estimates Committees—is that most of the figures that Wéebt levels prevailing when Labor left office were similar to the

will use—we have used them in the past—to examine th vels that prevailed when the Liberal Government under David
. . p . . onkin left office.

budget in every detail have been the end-of-financial-year i )

statistics supplied by the relevant departments. In my whole life | have never read or heard so much drivel.

In fact, when we go into the Estimates Committees| am not taklng a polltlcal side in this and | will leave it to the
process, we usua”y have some reports by various depaﬁxperts. Just ask MOOdy’S Investors Seerce'Or St'andard and
ments or Government instrumentalities. We also havé&oor's, the people who keep the record in this country
material that is provided by the Auditor-General, and we us®ecause they check our performance. These are the people
it throughout the whole process. | imagine that the AuditorWho take an independent assessment of our risk and our

General will deliver his document on time, and by ‘on time’ Performance. What has been our performance since 19507
| mean in plenty of time for us to use it in the Estimates The netinterest paid in 1950 was $30 million, in 1960 it was

Committees. $40 million—the interest is increasing—in 1970 it was $58
The usual time for us to receive that document is the lagillion and in 1980 it was $158 million. The Tonkin
sitting Thursday before we go into the Estimates Committee§0vernment was in office from 1979 to 1982, and in 1982 it
procedure, which of course is tomorrow. | do not knowWwas $160 million—
whether that will be the case—I have heard nothing to the Mr Foley interjecting:
contrary—but there are a large number of other documents Mr VENNING: Will the honourable member listen?
that we will not see until well after 30 June. That raises onéHowever, when the Labor Government was swept from
of the problems of bringing down the budget as early as thigpower, our interest bill was $926 million. What sort of an
I know that it is to be concurrent with the Federal budget,jncrease is that? We can tack that onto the debt we already
which now comes down at about the end of April or thehad and, with a population of 1.4 million people, we can work
beginning of May. Some States, and this one in particulait out.
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Mr Foley: Itis 1.47 million people. Clearly $3.156 billion was lost in the State Bank debacle

Mr VENNING: The member for Hart can give me even and it will take at least two terms of the Liberal Government
a close figure and | will agree with him. Even a simpleton carto get that back. | am happy and most South Australians
work out that, if we divide $900 million by 1.47 million, we would be happy with that performance. We cannot get the
get a debt of $643 for every person— position back in four years and we all know that, but | would

Mr Foley interjecting: be happy to do it in eight years and, if we can knock it out in

Mr VENNING: | did not calculate the extra point. That 12 years, it will be a good performance.
is the debt for every man, woman and child. But that is not | just reflect on the last Government, when | was a junior
the debt: it is just the interest in one year. If we add the $6431 this place. It lost $60 million in Scrimber. It did not even
to the rest of the debt, the debt per man, woman or child igate & whimper in this place. Minister Klunder just sat there
over $7 000, yet the Leader has the temerity to claim that thand shrugged it off. He shrugged off $60 million. To retrieve
debt is no worse than when the Tonkin Government left thighat loss and cut the education or health budget by that
place. That is blatant dishonesty and that is what gets m@mount, just look at the pain it causes. The Minister just
about this place. Members say things like that and they arghrugged it off and did not even bother to go down to the
not brought to account. It is a total disgrace and it reflects oouth-East to see the problem first hand. He just laughed it
the system of our own par”amentary democracy_ off, as did all the others. | will never forget that. We are
Our net financial debt was $9.6 billion and it will be down SPending this sort of money and we are getting the maximum
to $8.5 billion by 30 June. That is a pretty fair performance value for it. People in our Government have budgeting
As | know from business, it is easy to run up debt but it is€XPerience in business outside this place.
very hard to pay it off, especially paying interest as we go. Mr Foley interjecting:
People pay interest and then they pay off principal, and itis Mr VENNING: The member for Hart has just arrived and
a difficult situation. Therefore, | congratulate the Treasureiis yet to prove himself. Labor scoffed off these losses and
for bringing our debt back to $8.5 billion. The Treasurer hashose to ignore them. This shows a total lack of economic
forecast that in 1996-97 debt will be down to $7.65 billion; competency. Look at the Opposition: as far as | can see there
in 1997-98, to $7.46 billion; and in 1998-99, to $7.1 billion. is not a business brain among its members. If the Leader had
True, it is slow progress, but it is progress in the rightany brains last night he would have kept quiet. If | were the
direction, and certainly after two Brown Liberal GovernmentsLeader of the Opposition—and heavens above, | hope | never
State debt will be back to a figure that is almost manageableam—I would have congratulated the Government and come
| believe the sum of about $2 billion would be a working up with some further good ideas, so that in four years | could
overdraft for this State. say, ‘| helped the Liberals get out of trouble with my good
Mr Foley interjecting: ideas.” But what does the Leader do? He throws in all his
Mr VENNING: That would take about seven or eight hegatives—none of which has any credibility at all.
years with the current rate of repayment. Our debt to gross All it does is cause people to concentrate on the gloom and
State product was 28 per cent, that is, it is the interest paidoom about the State, and it really upsets me. Fancy saying
against total income. If my farm debt was 28 per cent, lin the debate last night that the debt left by Labor was the
would ring the banker tomorrow. Do members know that thesame as the debt left by Tonkin. That is a blatant untruth; in
suicide line for farmers is 30 per cent? How far are we away?act, it is a lie. | do not know how anyone can say that in this
We are just 2 per cent underneath that line. The debt was 38ace and go unchallenged. Itis a ridiculous situation. There
per cent and | am amazed that in the time the Brown Liberalk something wrong with our system when people without any
Government has been in office and made all those difficulfinancial competency at all can be elected to Government. We
decisions— are here to manage a State. This is the highest court in the
Mr FOLEY: Mr Acting Speaker, | rise on a point of land in relation to managing South Australia. Political
order. | draw your attention to the reference to members bglecisions can be made overriding all financial advice, and one
their name and not their district. My understanding ofmust have a little bit of economic nous to understand how
Standing Orders is that reference should be to the Premier 8#ings tick.
the member for Finniss. | ask that you draw Standing Orders We know that in the past the Labor Government’s front
to the attention of the member for Custance. bench lacked economic nous. There was not one bean counter
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Brokenshire): The point among those who sat on that bench, and look at the result. |
of order is correct and | ask the member for Custance teespect quite a few members who were in that Government,
direct his remarks through the Chair. and | particularly respected Premier Arnold: | had a lot of
Mr VENNING: Indeference to you, Sir, | agree, but | did time for him. | did not blame him for the State’s demise but
refer to the Brown Liberal Government and not to thehe was part of the system that destroyed it. | wish the member
member for Finniss in any personal manner. | apologise if for Hart well in his crusade over the next few years. He can
did contravene Standing Orders. We have seen a phenomeifpve himself in his position but he has a long way to go yet,
result from the Government in bringing debt from 28 per cenind he has a lot of friends in front of him who need to lift
down to 19 per cent of gross State product. Members hedheir game 1 000 per cent, be much more positive and give
how the Victorian Government is doing well, but | understandthe State some confidence.
the Victorian rate is 23 per cent. And 19 per cent is back Have a look at the Opposition: it comprises union
almost in the realm of respectability. | say ‘almost’ becausefficials, being rewarded for years of faithful service; career
it needs to be back to about 12 per cent, but the figure ipoliticians, younger people who have graduated from being
heading in the right direction and, as long as we keep it facingmployees of previous members of Parliament; or lawyers
the right way, | shall be pleased and confident that we will bavho were not long enough in practice to gain much experi-
able to achieve that goal. It has been a phenomenal performence. The overwhelming fact is that Labor failed, and they alll
ance and even better than Victoria’s performance. know it—
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The ACTING SPEAKER: The honourable member will since | entered this place, five years ago, one of my cam-
resume his seat; there is a point of order. paigns has been the Morgan to Burra road. This issue has
Mr FOLEY: Sir, | draw your attention to the content of been going on for 60 years. Members of Parliament have
the honourable member’s contribution. This is a budgebeen going to fix up that road but there was always a political
debate speech and | therefore ask where the relevance refason why it did not happen.
union membership in the Labor Party ties in with the budget. | acknowledge the work done by the member for Frome.
Mr Brindal interjecting: The road from Spalding to Burra has been completed and the
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Itis a frivolous point  people who live there are absolutely delighted. In the key stud
of order, but | do ask the member for Custance to try tcarea of South Australia—probably Australia, if not the
concentrate on the main frame of the debate. world—there is now a sealed road to drive on between
Mr VENNING: | did digress a little but | will get back Spalding and Burra. Already we have seen an extra 20
to the theme. These people stand in this place and wail glookilometres of sealed road on the Burra to Morgan section. |
and doom, and this is the problem. Wailing gloom and doonam confident that before we go to the polls again | will be
breaks the confidence of the State. Many people are justble to drive on bitumen along that entire road, and | invite
waiting to move back into South Australia, but when theyall members to do the same. | still have the rocks in
hear comments like that it makes them pause and think aboRarliament House.
it.  am asking the Leader to be positive and to come up with  Mr Clarke interjecting:
ideas that can be added to those of the Government, and then Mr VENNING: Would the honourable member like to
in four years he can say, ‘We played a part; our ideas got theee some rocks? He hasn’t had a rock from my little collec-
State moving.’ But this harping and carping is not doing ugtion. In my maiden speech | distributed rocks to members in
or anyone else any good. this place. In relation to health, we introduced significant
This State, under Playford, led Australia. | ask memberséncreases in the efficiency of the State’s health system, and
to check the statistics, and | know the member for Hart willl know there has been some pain in that. | know the adjust-
do that. Look at the performance graphs of this State over th@ents have hurt a lot of people, but I will be keeping a watch
past 40 years. Just check the history. A sudden change on that situation. The Government continues its support for
direction occurred in those graphs; check when it happenedountry hospitals, in which country people need to convalesce
The man who is now giving us advice, former Premieror spend their last days in remedial care. | know what my
Dunstan, did turn the State around: from vertically up tocountry hospital meant to me and my family in the past few
vertically down. It is ridiculous that he now has the temeritydays, because my father was able to spend his last days in his
to tell us how we ought to be managing this State. Dunstanwn community.
was doom to South Australia and we have so many problems The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
to thank him for, including one very poor financial decisionmember’s time has expired. | point out that members are
involving the way we sold off our railways. tending to get somewhat noisy. They have had their chance,
Premier Bannon added to that when he allowed anotheind | would appreciate their showing some courtesy towards
rail authority to operate in South Australia. Now we haveother members. The member for Mitchell.
three rail authorities in this small State—what a disgrace. If
ever | saw a weak negotiator it was Bannon. We were ina Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): Thank you, Mr Acting
marvellous position to get the best possible deal. AN shoul&peaker, for your protection during this very important
have been the national freight carrier, and that is plairiebate. The second budget of the Dean Brown Liberal
common sense. But what happened? It went to open negoti&overnment was delivered on Thursday 1 June.
tions and we ended up with three systems. AN really has Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting
nowhere to go and now merely has what is left of the nationabpeaker. | draw your attention to the appropriate title by
rail system we had. which members should be addressed: the Premier should be
This budget spends our State money very wisely and it iseferred to as the Premier or the member for Finniss.
well targeted, particularly in my electorate of Custance. | The ACTING SPEAKER: The point of order is correct,
acknowledge with gratitude the Government's allocation ofand | ask the member for Mitchell to refer to the Premier as
$3.5 million for the replacement of the Tanunda Primarythe Premier or the member for Finniss.
School. It concerns me that the community is taking a litte Mr CAUDELL: Thank you, Sir. The philosophy outlined
while in deciding where they should build that school, but lin our election platform has been maintained. There have
am encouraged that that decision will be made shortly antleen no new taxes, and for the member for Ross Smith’s
confident that the whole community will agree that the besbenefit | repeat that there have been no new taxes. The ALP
decision has been made. An extra $150 000 has bedwudget after the first bail-out of the State Bank must not be
allocated to the Barossa Tourism Marketing Board, and aforgotten; it must not be forgotten that our interest rates went
extra $6 000 for the Barossa Valley tourist office. At last weup by 45 per cent after that first bail-out and that the ALP
have a Government that recognises our potential in tourisnincreased our taxes by more than 10 per cent across the board,
and it is taking off like a rocket. Every week tourism to make us one of the highest taxing States in the

increases. The optimism— Commonwealth.
Mr Clarke: You're the No. 1 attraction in the Barossa It is unfortunate, but we must all remember that within
Valley. two years under the ALP our debt doubled from $4.2 billion

Mr VENNING: | do not care. If people pay money to see to $8.5 billion. Under the ALP, our interest bill went from
me, | will take it. The Barossa Valley itself has a new air of$158 million after the Tonkin Government in 1982 to
confidence; of getting up and doing things. The tills are$907 million, where it is today. It is worth pointing out that
starting to rattle over. | also acknowledge that ETSA isinterest is now South Australia’s third highest expense under
spending $300 000 on its regional board. | am pleased to notts recurrent expenditure. Only education and health have
that yet another $3.4 million will be spent on our roads. Evemore money allocated to them than the interest bill.
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The interest cost on the ALP debt costs us approximatel§.75 per cent. In 1989, 652 000 people were engaged in full-
$2.5 million each and every day of the year, without any lettime employment; in 1994, it was 646 000. One can see that
up for Good Friday, Anzac Day or Christmas Day. There isduring previous years South Australia could sustain minor
no respite: $2.5 million per day. That daily interest costfluctuations in Australian economic activity, but it could not
would go a long way towards sustaining one primary schoosustain a major debt spike which came down the line in
in the electorate of Mitchell for a full year. Let us look at the 1990-91 and which was man-made and introduced by the
progression of our debt since 1950. In 1950 our debt wasLP Government.

$284 million with an interest bill of $30 million; in 1960,  The interestin servicing that debt is causing the problem.
$752 million with an interest bill of $40 million. Given his We cannot bOI’rOW, as the Australian Labor Party has done
speech, | appreciate that the member for Ross Smith is N4 the past. We need to reduce that debt so that we can reduce
really keen to hear the figures, and we will address later thghe |evel of interest payments and put the operating account
items he raised. . __intosurplus. We have already cleared $1 billion with the sale
In 1970, the South Australian debt was $1.4 billion with of the former State Bank and the Pipelines Authority. There
an interest payment of $58 million; in 1980, $2.2 billion with is a need to reduce that debt level further. A further $1 billion
an interest cost of $158 ml"lon, and in 1995 the debt at tthduction in our State debt down to $7 billion can be
end of Labor rule had grown to $9 billion with an interest substantiated quite easily.
cost of $907 million. The good news in the budget—if there Unfortunately, we now have a problem in finding a further
could ever be good news associated with such a debt—is tf@ billion and g'etting it down to what | would call an
fac_t that we have alr_eady achieveq $1 billion in asset Sale§cceptab|e level that we could sustain with our economic
which, besides reducing our debt, will also reduce ourinterest ity in order to pay the interest costs and reduce the debt
costs by over $100 m|II|pn in 1995-96. further. Past management of the economy of South Australia
We must—and we will—return the recurrent account toby the Australian Labor Party would suggest that our

surplus. Underth_e_ALPadeficitin recurrent expenditure WaBopuIation levels would not sustain sufficient activity to
not called a deficit, over-expenditure, a shortage or evel.nice a debt of about $7 billion.

running out of cash: it was called ‘borrowings’. Under an As the Premi d Deputy Premier h h th

ALP Treasurer, the financial document gets down to the S (he Fremier and Deputy Frémier have snown over the
bottom line and states, ‘Financing requirement—paSt 18 months, we need efficiencies in government and
$470 million; borrowings—$470 million; Consolidate
Account deficit—nil. So, under an ALP Treasurer, in order

to overcome a deficit or shortfall we write it down as

d financial competence to reduce our costs in line with those

of Queensland and Tasmania. The report irAbstralianat

the weekend has Queensland as the lowest taxed State at

borrowings and then write down the deficit as nil. $1 048 per person and South Australia at $1_ 152 per person.
The level of borrowings under the ALP Government from Ve need to reduce our costs to attract businesses to South

1982 to 1992 is also worth noting. The ALP GOVemmemAustraIia'[o increase economic activity and employment. But
borrowed $4.2 billion just to patch up the little shortfall in its this may not be enough. We should be lobbying the Federal

: : t for increases in migration levels for those
operation. The ALP had a debt management strategy—or i overnmen . . .
members have mentioned the need for one intheirspeech\ﬁ’gl'ng to settle in South Australia. This State needs the

over the past couple of days—and it is obvious what that detﬁconomic development, the cr itical mass for develqpment of
management strategy was: if it sits long enough, tax it: if yOlJnfrastructure and the population base for revenue in order to

cannot see it, borrow it. That is the philosophy Labor had alfeduce the debt. . o
the way through its period in Government. New South Wales and \ﬁptorla say that immigration of
In the seven years from 1984 to 1992, the recurrenp0 000 people per annum is more than enough and that
expenditure needed to be propped up by $4.2 billionAustralia cannot sustain a hlgher Ievgl of immigration. It is
Included in the recurrent expenditure was the interest on detf¢asy for New South Wales and Victoria to say that that level
s0, when the Labor Government had to pay interest on iti§ sufficient when they attract 67 per cent of immigrants.
recurrent expenditure, it borrowed money to pay for thaSouth Australia’s population in the meantime increased by
interest. It borrowed those moneys, which increased the detnly .4 per cent during the past financial year. If we were to
to pay the interest on that debt. If we followed the ALP'sdouble South Australia’s population, it would represent an
philosophy on debt management (and it is so simple that it ificrease of less than 10 per cent in Australia’s total popula-
a wonder no-one thought of it before), based on the curreriton. With assistance and the removal of quotas for business
interest payment of $9 billion it would not be very |0ng and Sk|.”ed m|g-|'ants into SOU_th AU.St.raha, we would be able
before we absolutely doubled our current debt. Based on thi provide sufficient economic activity and employment to
strategy, within five years we would double our current debvercome the debt problems that have been caused by the
of $9 billion to $18 billion—a magnificent strategy. It is a Australian Labor Party.
wonder no-one thought of it before. The South Australian Looking at the speeches of both the Leader and Deputy
economic indicators traditionally roll on, with minor vari- Leader of the Opposition, one can understand why it has been

ations— said in this place that the Australian Labor Party deceived the
Mr Clarke interjecting: population of South Australia, just as it has tried to deceive
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Ross this Parliament. But that is not surprising from a Leader of

Smith is out of order. the Opposition who welches on his bets. The Leader of the

Mr CAUDELL: —butthose indicators are always below Opposition made two particular statements. One, to which the
those of the rest of Australia. Business investment in 1985nember for Custance alluded, was that the debt levels on
1986 and 1987 ran at $630 million; in 1991-92, betweereaving office were similar to those which prevailed when the
$630 million and $580 million. Our population growth during Tonkin Government left office. When the Labor Party left
that period has been .4 to 1 per cent, whereas during thaffice in 1993, the debt level in nominal terms was
same period the Australian population growth has been abo®8.5 billion. When the Tonkin Government left office in
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1982, the debt level was $2.6 billion in nominal terms. If thathave had trouble listening, so | ask for your ruling on that
is the same, | am a monkey’s uncle. point of order.

The other statement made by the Leader and Deputy The ACTING SPEAKER: | have heard the point of
Leader of the Opposition was that under Labor the debt felbrder. With respect, it applies to all members in the House.
throughout the 1980s until we had the problems with the Stateask that members listen to the member for Mitchell.

Bank and SGIC. Itis obvious that | and the members of the Mr CAUDELL: Inthe time left | would also like to deal
Government went through a different schooling system fronwith the closure of schools. It seems that the Labor Party has

the Opposition. | should like to read— a very short memory when it comes to the closure of schools
Members interjecting: because in my electorate, in the past five years, the Labor
Mr CAUDELL: Not only can't they count, but they can't Party closed three schools.

read. The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
Members interjecting: member's—

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | have asked the Mr CAUDELL: It closed Glengowrie High School, the
House to listen to this important debate. The member fof@klands Park Primary School—
Mitchell tends to encourage non-parliamentary behaviour at Members interjecting:
times. | ask him to concentrate on his speech, and | ask The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
members to listen. Mr CAUDELL: —and it closed the Dover Gardens
Mr CAUDELL: | should like to read into the record some Primary School. As | said, it closed three schools in my
of their mathematics. It may be that they read from thelectorate.
bottom and worked up, but | do not know. In 1982 the debt The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
level was $2.6 billion; in 1983 it was $2.9 billion; in 1984 it member’s time has expired. | inform the member for Mitchell
was $3.3 billion; in 1985 it was $3.4 billion; in 1986 it was that it is unparliamentary to speak over the Chair. | ask the
$3.7 billion; in 1987 it was $4 billion; in 1988 it was member for Mitchell to remember that in future. | appeal
$4.2 billion; in 1989 it was $4.4 billion; in 1990 it was once again for members to be tolerant to other members when
$4.6 billion; in 1990 there was an almighty jump when it they are speaking and to listen.
went to $7.1 billion; in 1992 it went to $8 billion; and in 1993 ~ Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting
it went to $8.5 billion. Speaker. The member for Mitchell referred to the Opposition
In each instance the debt went up by at least $200 millior@s ‘gangsters’ and | ask him to withdraw.
Yet, according to Labor's mathematics, that debt fell Members interjecting:
throughout the 1980s. It fell through the sky and hiteveryone The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | was not able to hear
on the head, and that is about the closest that it went tthe remark of the member for Mitchell, given the extent of the
falling. It fell right through: it went from black to red on the noise in the Chamber, so | cannot rule on the point of order.
balance sheet. It is obvious that when the Leader and Deputyask all members to show courtesy and listen to members
Leader of the Opposition made that statement they had theivhen they speak.
tongue in their cheek. Otherwise, there is no way in the world  Mr ATKINSON: For the record, Sir, it was the member
that they could have said anything like that; they could nofor Colton, not the member for Mitchell, who is blameless.
have believed that they were speaking the truth. The ACTING SPEAKER: The fact remains that | could
The Opposition believes that the Government shouldhot hear because of the noise, so | ask members to be quiet.
seriously consider a longer term plan that will allow us to
reduce our debt. The debt of $2 billion in real terms, after Ms WHITE (Taylor): The economic path that the
asset sales, will still be at least $2 billion higher than it should>0overnment is steering with this budget is the wrong path.
be. | assure Opposition members that it will take a long timd3ut even more frightening than that is this Government's
for South Australia to get back to anywhere near the debt dptal incomprehension of the implications of the direction in

$2.6 billion that we handed to them in 1982. If we were to getvhich it is throwing the State. | say ‘throwing the State’
to that level in real terms of $4.8 billion, it would still be a because all implications are that the Government is out of its

long time. depth. These boys are playing with big toys, big outsourcing

We had another pearl of wisdom from the Leader of thecontracts, big cuts to fundamental services, and lots of big
Opposition when he referred to a debt incurred for arThetoric about how natural they are at managing the affairs
intelligent investment—the State Bank, which lent money td°f this State, what high flying business operators they are,

people to explore and drill for sand at low tide. The Leade@nd about how they have magically solved the economic
of the Opposition said: woes of South Australia. We are in the home straight, says

A debt incurred for an intelligent investment that will earn the Treasurer. It is a new dawn—

income in future, reduce costs of Government or provide important Mr Caudell: A new era. .
infrastructure for the country in the future is desirable. We needto Ms WHITE: A new era, and we are tearing up the

pay off our mortgage—our debt. bankcard. What fantasy!

We certainly need to pay off our debt. Unfortunately, when ~Mr Caudell interjecting:

the Labor Government incurred our debt it did not leave any The SPEAKER: Order!

assets behind for us to use. Ms WHITE: These guys are acting not like the skilled
Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting politicians they are employed to be—

Speaker. | draw your attention to Standing Order 142, which Mr BRINDAL: |rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. In

provides that no noise or interruption is allowed in debatesdeference to the member for Taylor, she referred to the

It provides that, while a member is speaking, no othetGovernment as ‘boys with toys’, and now she is talking about

member may make a noise or disturbance or converse alotitiese guys'. | find those remarks both sexist and offensive.

or speak so as to interrupt the member who is speaking. | Members interjecting:
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The SPEAKER: Order! | understand that the member for Premier’s pre-election promise to increase spending on
Taylor is generalising and it is— education and to increase the school maintenance budget by
An honourable member: Genderising! $20 million—all gone. In health, $65 million has been ripped

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Taylor is aware out of the system. Despite the rhetoric, and the blatant
that, when referring to members of the House, she shouldntruths promulgated by the Liberal Party in its recent
refer to them either as honourable members or by theipamphlet to the electorate of Wright, the Federal Government
district. | suggest to the member for Taylor that, when she i$ias not cut funds to South Australian hospitals. In fact, the
referring to other members, she does so in the manner | ha@mmonwealth has increased funding to South Australian
indicated. hospitals.

Ms WHITE: Worse still, the Government believes its  The South Australian Government must not continue to
own rhetoric. Over recent days and months, we have heajgok to someone to blame for its budgetary decisions. It must
these smug, arrogant platitudes from Government membefgce up to the fact that it is no longer a new Government. The
as they tell us not to take any notice of the fact that oulg| is now in its court and it must take responsibility for its
growth rate is abysmal, the lowest of any State, and that oy, ggetary actions. Indeed, we saw a prime example yesterday
unemployment problem is not being tackled. Glibly, thej, the House of this Government's reluctance to take
Premier refers to high technology as the saviour that willegnonsipility for the implications of its measures. We heard
deliver employment to the State. Just how does he intend i@e Emergency Services Minister lay the blame for cuts in his
make that happen? How will he transform the great pool oy, qget everywhere and anywhere except at his own feet. He
unskilled, unemployed in an electorate such as mine into gyoted words uttered by the Police Association’s President
jobs ready work force? Well, it is obvious, is it not? when the previous Government was in power. Well, | am sure

According to the Premier, we will achieve that mostnat members would have been interested to read page 1 of
fur!damentallylmportant tgsk by slashing the gducatlon anfbday’s Advertiser where the current comments of the
training budget. The Premier has cut $25 million out of thepegigent of the Police Association are reported. That article
TAFE budget at a time when the rest of the nation is focuseg5kes interesting reading, and | quote as follows:
on developing an innovative culture that will position us well

in the global market. He has cut $25 million out of our  ‘There is a crisis in the South Australian Police Force,” the
. " . . association’s President, Mr Peter Alexander, said yesterday . ..
training budget at the very critical time that, even by his OwnDescribing police morale as ‘the lowestin memory’, Mr Alexander

rhetoric, requires us to provide a skilled work force for said the $10 million cut inflicted on the Police Department in last
businesses who might invest in this State. week'’s State budget had made industrial action almost inevitable. He
This budget is a systematic attack on basics by a Goverrsaid the Emergency Services Minister, Mr Matthew, had misled the

ment whose economic performance does not match i%ublic about the true nature of the cut and the 185 police jobs set to
e slashed from the force. . .‘But we believe the community and the

rhetoric. Based on the figures for the December quarter, thg|ice themselves are being hurt by the Government. The fact that
rest of the nation has been growing at 5.5 per cent, but despigérike action is even being contemplated by what is one of the most
the Government’s rhetoric all it can manage in Southconservative elements in society is indicative of the seriousness of
Australia is a paltry .1 per cent. | refer to the Government'dhe morale crisis and deep resentment in the force’. Mr Alexander

S - : . : also revealed that SA police would try to shift to a Federal award
rhetoric, its chants of everything being a win-win for the gger peing ‘insulted’ by the Government with a proposed $1 a week

State, the new dawn, turning the economic corner and thgse under enterprise bargaining. ‘Any credibility the enterprise

new era— bargaining process had has been shattered as a result of the budget
Members interjecting: cuts and the Government's attitude to police, he said.
The SPEAKER: Order! Mr Alexander ridiculed claims by Mr Matthew last week that

Ms WHITE: | mention the Governments rhetoric Police funding had actually increased this financial year, saying that

I, A f e Government’s own figures, when adjusted for inflation, showed
because itis affecting its performance. Members opposite aégreal terms decline of $10 million on 1994-95. He also slammed the

starting to believe their own PR, and that is preventing thenduggestion by Mr Matthew that 185 ‘non-operational’ police would
from listening to the electorate. An electorate that is askingpe removed from the force over the next three years without affecting
why their children have less subject options at school. The{font line police duties. And he rejected claims by Mr Matthew and

; p : : e Premier, Mr Brown that, despite that cut, an extra 135 operational
want to know why their basic health services are being cu olice had already been put on the streets and at least 200 extra

and why the Government is cutting police numbers. They als@ould have been introduced before the next State election. ‘The
want to know why train and bus fares are increasing and whgublic should not be fooled by Mr Matthew’s attempt to fudge the

there is all this pain for a South Australian economy that hagumbers. . .he has misled the public over the issue of police

shown pitiful growth since the Liberals came to office. numbers,’ he said. ‘The Government's promise to deliver 200 extra
I houl for wh —a ch .
The Government has not tackled the unemploymen‘i’0 ice should be seen for what it is—a charade

problem. The Liberal Government promised 3.75 per cenf\gain, we see a charade, false PR, all from a Government
growth this year. It has achieved only a fraction of that. Thethat is cutting the police budget by $10 million or 250 staff,
Liberal Government promised 12 000 jobs in its first year. Itincluding 185 officers. All this pain will certainly be felt in
claims it has created 20 000 jobs—more rhetoric—but weelectorates such as mine, but what of the Premier’s promise
need 37 000 jobs just to keep up with the national jobf family impact statements that were to accompany every
growth. This State has fallen behind because the Governmesingle Cabinet decision? Where is the analysis accompanying
has failed to meet even its own economic targets. What it hatkis budget to show that this Government has even considered
succeeded in doing is to break its pre-election promises nahe impact that these latest measures will have on families?
to cut services and not to increase taxes and charges. Whalbsent, of course, because all that was merely rhetoric. In
it has managed to do is weigh the pain of these changehis budget services are down and taxes and charges are up.
towards those who are least able to afford that cost. Despite the pre-election promise of no new taxes or increases
By the end of the next financial year, almost $100 millionin charges above the CPI or inflation, we saw 800 increases
will have been ripped out of our schools, and 522 teacher johis taxes and charges in July last year and we saw the land tax
and 287 school services officer jobs will have gone. Thehreshold decrease to include another 30 000 people in its tax
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net, plus a 150 per cent increase in land tax on properties af the issues within our own electorates. An issue | am
$100 000 in value. extremely concerned about is the future of education in the
In December last year we saw a 5.9 per cent increase ®lectorate of Hart on the Lefevre Peninsula.
gas charges and, of course, we have recently seen over 1 000At present there are a number of high schools and primary
increases in taxes and charges again. Add to this the massisehools under real threat from this Government. | attended a
cash grab from ETSA and members can bet that we will sepublic meeting the other night at Largs North Primary
a bit more of the same. This budget enshrines a policy ochool: the District Superintendent for Education was sent
privatisation. It enshrines an ideology that says that privatdown by the Minister to explain to my local schools that their
companies seeking to make profits will do a better job thafuture was very bleak indeed. The message was that, over the
the public sector. This Government believes that profinext five to six months maximum, the whole educational
making companies will do a better job of running our profile of the Lefevre Peninsula would be under review by
hospitals, our prisons, our schools and even our water utilityhis Government. This Government intends to rationalise and
We discussed previously what happened in Britainreduce the number of schools—both primary and perhaps
disconnections to the poor up 50 per cent, charges up 67 psecondary. The Government does not have the decency to
cent but profits for companies up 125 per cent and executiveome into my electorate and say, ‘We intend to close some
salaries up by up to 130 per cent. schools.’ Itis saying, ‘Well, community, let us consult. You
Where is the analysis to show that outsourcing our watework out amongst yourselves how you want to reduce and
will be of benefit to the State? Where is the analysis of theleliver education in this area. Come back to us; we will have
social costs of this move, the impact on service to thed ook at your ideas. If we like them, we will take a few of
community and the impact on jobs? What about the impadhem on board: if not, bad luck.” Under this Government |
on pricing? What measures are there in this budget, in thatill have fewer schools, teachers and resources in my
deal, to ensure that, once we are at the mercy of these foreigtectorate with less commitment to education this time next
companies, pricing can be controlled? And what of theyear. | am not prepared to accept that. | am not prepared to
community service obligations currently in place for ouraccept a situation where my electorate has to suffer a brutal
water and the commitment to a quality water supply? Ironslaught from this Government when it comes to education.
relation to the EDS contract, what guarantee is there that, Looking across my electorate, | ask what other impacts
when the State has been locked into a single operator, tiBere have been on my community? Only eight months ago
company will not come back to the Government and put ughe Minister for Emergency Services gave me a commitment
some weak excuse to renegotiate that contract? When vi@at he would look at reopening the Semaphore police station.
have let our own skills base deteriorate, how will we be inlt is @ community police station that has provided excellent
any position other than at the mercy of EDS? policing services to my electorate over many years—if not
The truth of this budget is about dismantling years ofdecades—and the Minister said he would look at reopening
experience, skills and resources. It is about a preference féfr | am prepared to accept and admit that it was the former
big business without the Premier’s touted benefits to the Stateabor Government which closed that police station, but this
in terms of economic growth and employment. The LaboMinister said that he would look favourably at reopening it.
Opposition supports all moves towards a responsible debthis budget has blown that right out the window. Not only
reduction strategy that keeps intact those fundamentals th@d!l my local police station not reopen but the Port Adelaide
are a basic tenet of the South Australian community: fre@atrol base, the major regional policing centre of my area,
access to high quality health services, an excellent standaVéll suffer a decrease in police resources. The Government
of education, an adequately resourced Police Force, a hidgh closing schools and taking police resources out of my
quality water supply and, so importantly, proper high qualityelectorate, but what else is it doing to my electorate? The
training resources to create the skilled work force we need tovernment is cutting schools, teachers and police resources,

begin to tackle our significant unemployment problem. ~ but what else is it doing?
Bill read a second time. The Government is attacking the fundamentals. The local

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Housing, Port Adelaide Community Health antre will have fgwer
Urban Development and Local Government Relations): ~ '€SOUrces. There will be less commitment to health in my
| move: electorate. What is the Government doing to the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital? The singularly silent position of the

That this Bill be referred to Estimates Committees. member for Lee when it comes to the Queen Elizabeth

Motion carried. Hospital is staggering. We have heard not one word from the
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | move: member for Lee about the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. There
That the House note grievances. will be fewer nurses, beds and doctors and there will be

longer waiting lists in my electorate. If you start to tally it up,

Mr FOLEY (Hart): Tonight we have heard a number of there will be fewer teachers, schools, police, community
contributions from members opposite about the budget andhealth services, beds, doctors and nurses. The listis stagger-
as we would expect from this Government backbench, it wagg. The unfortunate point is that it goes on: it does not
doing nothing more than pushing the Government’s linesimply end there.
Whilst | suspect that we have to accept that, it is a pity that What about transport? The future of the Outer Harbor
some members do not show a little more independence wheailway line is forever under threat. Given the first opportuni-
it comes to speaking their mind about what they think abouty, this Government will close that line but it will not close
the budget and do not simply capitulate to the whims andt whilst | am the local member. The reality is that public
wills of the Minister. Tonight | want to talk about some issuestransport is under threat in my electorate. What about multi-
within my electorate. We have heard a lot in the Parliamentrip tickets? It is not good enough to take away the teachers,
over the past 48 hours about the big picture: it is nowhospital beds and nurses. Now the Government will jack up
important from a budgetary point of view to focus on somethe price of transport. My electorate is dependent upon public
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transport: there is a captive market. What is the Governmergind advice of the member for Hart. | think that he has an
doing? Itis jacking up the price of multi-trip tickets. That is empty head because he makes the most noise in this House
what the Government is delivering to my electorate. Thedor the other side.
Government is treating the electorate of Hart with absolute | now refer to the economics of the previous Government
contempt. and of some public servants. | remember that in 1975 until
| am absolutely outraged that this Government is deliverabout 1980 the Labor Government encouraged public
ing such a reduction in services and a massive escalation gervants to take up TAFE and university study. The encour-
costs and charges in my electorate, not to mention thagement was that they would receive five hours leave to
increased water prices. When you turn on a tap under thendertake studies as well as doing another five hours in their
user-pays system, up goes the price of water. What abogptivate time. During those five years more economists were
Housing Trust residents? | have one of the largest concentrput through TAFE and universities than at any other time.
tions of Housing Trust homes in my electorate—a point thafrhere was free education for most students and for most
I am proud of, because it delivers a great and importantvorkers in the Public Service. Public servants who did those
service to my electorate. What is this Minister doing? He iscourses and obtained certificates were promoted to high
doing away with the free water allowance. He is chargingplaces in departments.
more and more for water services. He is decreasing the level What happened to all those economists and accountants?
of maintenance to my constituents living in Housing TrustWhat was the bookkeeping of departments? It was absolutely
homes. Itis an insult to people living in Housing Trust homesatrocious under the previous Labor Government. Because you
and yet another example of this Government’s total disregardut more students through does not mean that you make
for the working people. It is absolutely hypocritical for the better accountants and economists. They have to experience
recycled Federal Opposition Leader in Canberra, little Johnnljfe and work through education, and anything provided free
Howard, to talk about supporting the battlers. The venyis not appreciated or used properly. If the situation continues,
battlers that the member for Bennelong talks about are thee might also need the Leader of the Federal Liberal Party,
same battlers that this Minister and this Government ardohn Howard, to get the Federal Government out of the
absolutely belting over the head and ripping into. eleventh hour debt as Mr Paul Keating puts Australia through
| want to change tack to another serious note. This timenore financial difficulty.
last evening when we were debating the budget, there was a Under the previous Labor Government there were no
tragic and major fire in Port Adelaide. | pay tribute to therecords of departmental car fleets. There were no lists
many firefighters who fought that terrible fire last night in thedetailing available Government land. In particular, depart-
inner Port Adelaide area. Many of my close personal friendsents did not know that they owned land in the electorate of
were at that site for some 10 or 12 hours. | want to pay tribut¢he member for Hart. Itis only since the Liberal Government
to the firefighters of the Metropolitan Fire Service who lastcame to office that there has been record keeping of what
night fought one of the largest blazes this State has witnesselbes and does not belong to the Government. We are now
for many years. There were some 100 firefighters at thatonsidering what assets we can sell.
blaze and | am sure we all have friends who were there. The Another typical example which is already well known is
effort of members of the Metropolitan Fire Service last nightthe State Bank and its subsidiaries. The previous Labor
is a tribute to their courage, and all members of this Hous&overnment did not even know how many subsidiary
should join with me in paying a special tribute and congratu€ompanies the former State Bank had. Again, that is another

lating them for their courage. example of the incompetence of the member for Hart, who
was, | believe, an adviser to the then Premier.

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Recreation, Mr FOLEY: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy
Sport and Racing): | move: Speaker. | recall your ruling on the practice of members
That the time for moving the adjournment of the House bereading speeches. Could you please advise me on that?

extended beyond 10 p.m. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Over the decades, the practice
Motion carried. of the House has been to permit the use of copious notes, as

the member for Hart will be well aware. If the honourable

Mr ROSSI (Lee): | refer to comments by the members member wishes to apply such a ruling stringently, then
for Taylor and Torrens about the budget and about playingbviously it should apply to all members. | remind the
with toys. | am afraid that members on this side of the Housenember for Hart that it is not uncommon for the Premier and
have more diverse backgrounds in economics, family anthe Leader of the Opposition to read important speeches in
business than members on the other side. | also point out thaleir entirety. It is a flexibility by which the House should
ironically, there are only 11 members on the other side: thabide.
present Liberal Government came into power in December Mr ROSSI: If the member for Hart wants to look at my
1993 at the eleventh hour. | say ‘the eleventh hour’ becauseotes, | shall be quite happy to show them to him. He also
Prime Minister Keating turned up in this State to askmentioned thatthe member for Lee has not commented very
members opposite what assistance he could give to get tmeuch on events involving the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. The
State out of the debt situation in which his Government pubudget allocates $800 000 for redevelopment of the Lyell
us in the first place. Now they are telling us about schooMcEwin Health Service and the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.
closures. To say that this Government has not looked after the Queen

In the seat of Lee, which | represent, there were twcElizabeth Hospital, which is in the area that the honourable
school closures in their time of Government, namely, thenember and | share, is misleading.
West Lakes High School and the Seaton North Primary Also onthe matter of health expenditure, $1.3 million has
School. So much for school closures occurring only under &een spent on the provision of a 40-bed psychiatric unit at the
Liberal Government. They happened under the previouQueen Elizabeth Hospital. It seems that the honourable
Labor Government and under the incompetent supervisiomember cannot read these budget papers. There has been a
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$1.3 million amalgamation of the Seaton High School and the Mr Caudell interjecting:

Seaton North Primary School. Of course, the upgrading of the Ms STEVENS: Some farmers, | agree. So, it is all the
high school has occurred under the Liberal Government, nghore important to keep in balance economic recovery, social
under the previous Labor Government. There has begnstice and social development and have a balanced approach.
$1.1 million expenditure on capital works in connection with Again, we have seen in this Government’'s approach a very
the South Australian Water Corporation. Again, upgradingharrow focus on debt reduction which was a short-sighted
in the north-western suburbs of Adelaide has been undertaketection promise, a promise the Government made when it
by a Liberal Government, not the previous Laborreallydid not needto make too many promises. We know that
Government. debt reduction is a factor that has to be taken into account but

The honourable member is complaining about his area nate need to understand that priorities such as investment,
being looked after. What happened with the Semaphore jetty@panding economic development, investing in industry and,
Nothing. What happened to the rail link to Outer Harbor, inmost importantly, fostering an appropriate balance between
his electorate? The honourable member was an adviser to thé three sectors of our community—the public sector, the
then Premier. There are no industries or factories there. Thepgivate sector for profit and the private sector not for profit—
was the Outer Harbor restaurant, and that was closed dovatre important. However, we have not seen that at all from this
during the Opposition’s time in Government. Of course, thergsovernment. What we have seen is a harrow approach and
is the fabulous Port Adelaide council flower farm. What is thevery quick debt reduction at the expense of balance and, as
economic situation of that under— | said before, the people who come off worse in this sort of

Mr Foley: It's a council issue. scenario are those people who can least afford it.

Mr ROSSI: Yes, it is a council issue affected by legisla-  Many of those people reside in electorates like mine but
tion passed by the previous Government regarding the recorthey also reside in other parts of the State. Many of them are
keeping of council issues. We have no right to ask about dn rural areas. Much has been said about particular aspects of
to delve into the flower farm operations because of théhe budget. We know that education has been cut again, yet
legislation, passed by the previous Labor Governmenti} is education on which development and economic growth
controlling local government. Again, it is because of thedepend. The budget to schools in general has been cut by
incompetence of the previous Labor Government that we ari®47 million again this year in real terms, and it is again
in this situation. It is very important that we be re-elected forschools in the poorest areas that will feel these cuts the most.
at least another two terms so that we can get this State inlbis the teachers involved in school programs in special areas
a profitable situation for our children’s future employment. such as Aboriginal education and programs for students with

disabilities where we will see this happen.

Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My colleagues have made I have already spent much time talking about cuts in terms
many points in relation to the budget. | shall make a fewof health, but again this year we are seeing another
simple points that | believe are worth making and are wortt$45 million in real terms being taken out of the State health
consideration. budget and this comes on top of the $35 million taken out last

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | remind members that the year. We see ongoing examples of what is happening in that
majority of speeches on the budget over the past two daysrea, and the unbelievable thing is that we have a Premier and
have been heard in silence. | ask members to follow thasthers on the Government side blaming everyone else but
precedent. themselves. Primarily, they blame the Federal Government

Ms STEVENS: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. Social when in fact the contribution of Federal funds to the health
justice and social development are fundamental, not inciderbudget has increased again this year as it has over recent
tal, to strategies of economic development and also to thgears.
sustained economic growth that is required to bring commu- The other area of my responsibility concerns Family and
nities, and our community in particular, out of the long- Community Services and again the same picture emerges.
standing recession in which we have been. That fundament@ihe State’s contribution to Family and Community Services
point has been completely overlooked by the Governmentihas gone down by $3.4 million. The Commonwealth
its approach. It does not care. The issues of social justice amdntribution is up $8.8 million. We see a reduction in capital
social development and the need to balance all parts aforks of $2.1 million, and South Australia has gained
society for long-term, sustained growth and sustained well$10.3 million through the sale of land and buildings.
being have been lost. We are seeing a propping up of the budget in this area

We see a very narrow focus on debt reduction withouthrough the sale of assets and a reduction in maintenance and
understanding or consideration of the other factors inbuildings. Both of those reductions are used to fund recurrent
volved—that is, factors about keeping a community togetheexpenditure, but what will happen when we run out of areas
about the whole community moving forward together, ando prop up the budget? How much value does the Government
reducing inequalities rather than making them greater.  really place in its much touted family impact statements,

Australia has been ranked as the second most inegalitariavhich were an important part of its policy when it came to
nation among the rich countries. Measured in terms of thpower? The Government claimed it would have a strong
ratio of the income of the richest 20 per cent to the poorestmphasis on the family, that every policy would have a
20 per cent, for us that ratio is nearly 10:1. Only the Unitedfamily impact statement. What do those family impact
States of America, where the ratio is about 11:1, has greatstatements look like in terms of education and health and in
inequality. Britain has a ratio of less than 8:1. In Germanyterms of cutting all the programs that affect families the
Holland, Sweden and Japan the ratio is less than 5:1. Coupledost? What about areas like transport, water charges, housing
with that in South Australia we are lagging behind the rest ofind all those things that affect families the most?

Australia in coming out of the recession, and the people who Over the next few weeks we will have an opportunity to
are finding it hardest in this regard are those who are the mokiok in detail at every part of the Government’s budget. In
disadvantaged. So, it is— doing that we will be pinpointing and showing everyone in
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the community just what is going on in our State. The fact isCadell community. Currently, the facility generates 65 jobs
that the Government has no vision or commitment to lookwith an estimated flow-on multiplier effect of somewhere
after the welfare of all the people in our State on a long-ternbetween 87 to 154 jobs, resulting in a direct injection of $2.5
basis. This Government has a narrow focus, a very tunnenillion in wages. | suggest that, given that the population of
vision, ideological approach, no creativity or imagination andthe Riverland’s western region is between 6 000 and 6 500,
in the end, our State will not prosper. What we need to do ishis would have a dramatic effect in terms of the local
take a balanced approach, look at all the people in ouveconomy.
community and combine economic development with social The report supports an independent report prepared by the
development and social justice for the good of everyone. two councils concerned following professional advice at the
end of last year. It shows that the annual loss in gross
Mr ANDREW (Chaffey): Inthe 10 minutes available to economic input to the area would be somewhere between
me this evening | rise passionately and determinedly t®3.4 million and $5.2 million. The report also surmises that
defend and support the future of the Cadell Training Centrethe impact of this would be less because it would be after tax.
Members in the House tonight and others will be aware of thet also surmises that there would be less impact because some
statement on page 3 of todaysivertisereferring to areport  of the staff, who may choose to stay, may be eligible for
on the future of the centre, entitled ‘Cadell Training Centreunemployment benefits, and | will comment on that shortly,
future options’, prepared by the Department for Correctionaif | have time. The report indicates that the minimum total
Services. | am extremely disappointed with the report andost saving for Correctional Services throughout South
reject many of its inferences and recommendations, particikustralia would be of the order of $5 million over 20 years.
larly the final and major recommendation concerning This equates to a saving of something like $250 000 per
centralisation of prison facilities and the expansion ofannum. | reference that and compare it to the figure | just
Mobilong to take the place of Cadell Training Centre. indicated of a gross annual loss of input to the community of
From my perspective the report focuses almost totally ometween $3.4 million and $5.2 million, so that those compara-
the negatives of keeping the centre open. It focuses on thve figures can be seen in perspective. The alternative
least cost option almost at any cost and | believe the repoHorticultural uses, as indicated in the report, would generate
is nothing more than a clinical, academic bureaucrat'ss maximum of 10 to 15 jobs, and so the net loss would be of
pandora in terms of weighing the case subjectively and in ¢éhe order of 62 to 129 jobs. The effect on this small regional
biased way to ensure that the Cadell Training Centre is closaglestern end of the Riverland community would be unaccept-
down. The report fails to recognise fairly the potential outputable and disastrous.
available from the centre. The report indicates that the | surmise it would have the ultimate effect of potentially
centre’s current gross output is about $300 000, and | wiltlosing one of the two hotels at Morgan, potentially leading
refer later to where that can be increased. The report algo the retraction and closure of one of the two supermarkets
suggests that the level of purchases in terms of its purchasing Waikerie, as well as having direct effects upon the future
contribution in the community at the western end of theviability of the school and the ferry at Cadell. In fact, the
Riverland region is worth about $380 000, but that is atwhole structural impact on the community of Cadell would
current levels of production only, and | will indicate how that be devastating. The report fails to address the impact on the
production can be increased. social fabric of the area. The prisoners at Cadell are part of
This report also significantly fails to fairly recognise the an integrated management program. They make a valuable
current under-capacity of the production area at Cadelfommunity contribution which facilitates their integration
Training Centre. Atthe moment, the majority of irrigation is back into the community.
presently disposed to pasture production, which is significant- The report does not address the intangibles in terms of the
ly less than would otherwise be available in terms of ultimatecentre’s current contribution to the local community, and |
production if it were used for more intensive horticulturecite things such as the CFS operating out of the Cadell
production. | do claim some personal expertise in this arealraining Centre, Meals on Wheels, and prisoners who have
While the report indicates that $300 000 could be generateleen involved in land care projects with respect to the Murray
in terms of additional output, on current production only 80River wetland areas. There have been and will continue to be
hectares, or around 200 acres, is currently under productiomorking bees in relation to local churches, halls, cemeteries
The report has identified an additional 20 hectares thaind local fund-raising activities. Cadell effectively bridges
could be brought into production on suitable horticulturalthe gap between community life and prison life. The report
land and, even under current production and adding thtails to address totally the alternative horticultural uses.
potential area that could be brought under irrigation, | would It fails to address the potential from other intensive
quite happily surmise that the increase in production of groskorticultural crops, and it fails to recognise the history of this
horticultural output could be well in excess of a minimum of facility in terms of its contribution to experimental horticul-
$500 000. The uncertainty surrounding the training centréural crops, whether it be avocados, persimmons, walnuts, or
over the past 18 months or so has undoubtedly contributed tehatever in relation to the Department of Primary Industries
low staff morale. | sympathise totally with the staff in theseand SARDI. It fails to recognise the staff, who | quite
circumstances. confidently say would be some of the most stable, committed
The staff, often without resources to manage the facilityand cohesive within the Department of Correctional Services.
effectively, have been under a real handicap—not only in  Mr Venning interjecting:
producing efficiencies in management but in demonstrating Mr ANDREW: As the member for Custance rightly
the very real potential that the establishment has to offer iinterjects, the staff number 64 and make a valuable contribu-
terms of its horticultural and agricultural production. | refertion to the area. Because they must live in a small rural
specifically to the impact the proposed closure will have orcommunity there is no doubt they are more effective and
the western region of the Riverland area, particularly focusingfficient in the delivery of services. Time does not permit me
on the district councils of Waikerie and Morgan and theto fully address the inadequacies in this report and the full
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impact of this potential closure. | point out that the report isstowed upon Speaker Gunn when in fact you yourself shared
strong on rhetoric in terms of the incentive needed tdhose continuous 25 years of membership of the House. You
integrate prisoners. The report costs the complete fencing ¢do are deserving of praise, and | am sure the House recognis-
the Cadell Training Centre at $6 million. es that. At the same time it is worth putting on record that you

The report fails to address the option of fencing part of thgprobably have the longest continuous personal record of
centre for use as a medium security prison. Prisoners houssérving on a Public Accounts Committee in the western
in this part of the facility would then have the incentive of world. | do not think | would be very far off the mark in
moving to the low security area. In the time remaining Isaying that. | thank you for your congratulations to Speaker
reiterate that the member for Custance, the member for Eyi@unn and extend the House’s congratulations to you too on
and | are committed to ensuring that this facility is main-your 25 years of service.

tained.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable Mr LEWIS (Ridley): | join you, Sir, in congratulating
member’s time has expired. The member for Peake. both the member for Peake, formerly the member for Hanson,

) and Speaker Gunn as the member for Eyre for their outstand-

Mr BECKER (Peake): | want to take a few minutes to ing |ong service to their respective electorates and to this
place on record my appreciation and the appreciation of aparliament. It is something of an oversight that no mention

members in this place for the service rendered to this Housgys been made of it during the course of this week, but those

by the Member for Eyre, our Speaker. On 30 May 1970 thewo members have given long and distinguished service to
Speaker and I, amongst many other members of Parliameflis parliament.

in those days, were elected to this House, and the Member for . . .
e a3 th Gy o member o remai. s, 01 109 abouhih | outg makesomeremars
regretful that, during this week, nothing has been placed ow 9 ’

record to mark the appreciation and esteem in which we holt ils?l\j?l?et(;%q??o?umdogrgttr?;r:h; g?lrte; ee :rtstllmhz\? en ng\yg;ghbggﬁ
theM'\ce\/rgr?re\irnf;EnEZ:jeéc?igg'I would like to do that now. willing to take my turn, wait and stand aside to ensure that

Mr BECKER: There was a mention. The member for people of any political persuasion in this place achieve what

. . needs to be done, but in this instance | have waited eight
Eyre and | served on the Public Accounts Committee from ears and that is long enough. | am talking about the way in

1977 to 1979, and we were instrumental in forcing the ther o -
’ . - hich Government controls the provision of services to
Government and the then Chairman, the late Charlie Well embers of Parliament in enabling them to have an office

to release a report into the then Hospitals Department th{f‘ cated in their electorate to which their constituents can

i 1,
they had been working on for some 3% years. It was ome to make submissions, present petitions and generally

?hoéonr:ggtshrg ?grritcgllvreen g??rt]gtchogstic::jbggg gr\’gis rﬁ)tr?nt'zgtzlh rovide suggestions about how better to govern the State and
p 9 xplain their grievances. We are all familiar with what they

Parliament because it served to establish the role of a Publ
Accounts Committee around Australia, in New Zealand, present. S )

Papua New Guinea and throughout the Commonwealth. Ifit My electorate office is in Sixth Street, Murray Bridge at
was not for the member for Eyre and | threatening to releasgresent. For eight years | have drawn the attention of
the report page by page in the House in debate the Chairm&kccessive Ministers to the danger to members of the general

would never have signed the report. It was certainly théublic, given that the front four feet of the office behind
member for Eyre— sliding doors, which are totally glass, is a sloping floor, which

The Hon. J.K.G. Oswald interjecting: dips at 16.5 degrees from the horizontal. If people were aware

Mr BECKER: The member for Eyre put his foot on the of it that would be okay, but they are not, and several people
table at one stage and let it be known very plainly what h&1ave suffered minor injuries as a consequence of attempting
thought. The member for Eyre has represented his electorai@ Put their foot down and finding there is no floor beneath
and some 86 per cent of the State in a most exemplary @S they leave the office. They do not look where they are
manner, under very trying and difficult conditions. | thereforeStepping because they are saying goodbye to my electorate

place on record the appreciation of the House for his 25 yea@Ssistant or to me. So now, when | see them out, | go to the
of service. door, open it and warn them to watch their step. In addition

| would also like to thank the member for Unley for tO that, it has always been unsafe from the point of view of

organising the reception and all the members who attende#i®, and only recently sprinkler systems have been fitted in
It was quite a surprise to see many members of my commionsequence of the necessity to bring the office up to some
tee, Mr Gunn, his mother and other friends, and of course Hdgasonable standard. The proposal has been to rip the office
Excellency came along, and members of the Opposition &&0Wn around me while I sit there and work so that the
well. Due credit must go to the member for Unley for his Staircase to the first floor above me can be rebuilt.
organising ability and his culinary prowess, because the cake My grievance is more serious than that because, acknow-
he made with a portrait of the Premier and the State emblenfgdging all this for so long, most recently | attempted to get
the piping shrike, was absolutely superb. The member fothe then Minister (Hon. Kym Mayes) to allow me to shift to
Unley need never have any fear about going into cake makintpe Woolworths shopping complex westwards up the hill a
and cake decorating and doing extremely well. At this stagéit, and | arranged for a rent holiday from the landlords for
it is an honour to be here to pay tribute to the Speaker’s 2kyself or the Government as a tenant to begin with. How-
years service. We all look forward to his service to theever, Minister Mayes would have none of that, so the idea
Parliament and to the State continuing for many years.  was scotched. | therefore remain in much smaller than
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | thank the member for average premises in Sixth Street. It is very unsatisfactory
Peake. I think it would be appropriate for me to acknowledgdrom the point of view of occupational health and safety, so
the generous and selfless praise which you have just béhave attempted to find suitable accommodation elsewhere.
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There has always been a difficulty between the Minister's Members choose the site of their electorate office against
requirement and local government. What | am now referringa number of factors: the location, which provides amenity
to, then, is the fact that some electorate offices cost almostlue to their constituents, ease of parking and so on; and
$30 000 in rent and cleaning costs, and several cost ovéney may choose to make a trade-off between that and the
$25 000. However, with rent and cleaning costs belowarea of the office in square metres. Quite clearly that is
$7 500, mine is off the bottom of the graph. | am not everbecause, as | pointed out, the smallest electorate office—that
talking about fit-out costs. One electorate office recently hadf Giles in Whyalla—is barely 45 square metres. The biggest
a fit-out cost of over $60 000. is 205 square metres, and that is the Peake electorate office.

The Hart electorate office is just under 160 square metres.

Mr Deputy Speaker, | have to tell you that | am angry and | seek leave to incorporate a purely statistical table, which
absolutely fed up with the staff of the Minister’s departmentsets out the area, the rent and cleaning cost and the expiry
in their bullying attempts to negotiate this arrangement. Theylate of the leases of all offices of all members. | assure you,
constantly say that they have to accept the guidelines that air, that it is purely statistical. | also seek leave to incorporate
provided for their valuation of the premises, saying that it hasinother purely statistical table which sets out the date the
to be done on the basis of square metres of floor space atehse commenced, the fit-out costs and the outgoings
that the Valuer-General will assess it. As far as | am awaregssociated with those offices that have been addressed since
the valuers have not spoken to the two principal landlords itthe beginning of this Parliament. | also seek leave to incorpo-
the town of Murray Bridge—as if it were even relevant torate a purely statistical table in respect of the six electorate
consider the rental value per square metre as the criterion lnffices that are 75 square metres or less in area, showing the
which rent values ought to be established. That is moo poagent, the cleaning costs and the total cost to the State,
it is absolute nonsense when you look at the fact that theotwithstanding their outgoings, and the sizes of which are
smallest electorate office costs well above the average. | refeomparable with the office that | seek to lease in Murray
to the electorate office of Giles, which comes in at abouBridge.
$18 400 a year. That is the smallest electorate office. One of The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! | simply remind the
the larger electorate offices is Hart, which comes in ahonourable member that the volume of statistical material
$28 000 a year. All | am asking for is a fair go, so it hasinserted will rest wittHansard

nothing to do with floor space. Leave granted.
Fitout
Lease Cost Outgoings
Member for Suburb/Town Address From $ $
Spence~ Allenby Gardens 574 Port Road 1711794 29993.00 181767
Bright Brighton 7a Sturt Road 2716/94 25 361.65 521.55
Torrens Gilles Plains 511 North East Road 1/2/94 51 819.33 1595.69
Hartley Glynde 462 Payneham Road 9/5/94 30529.00 809.25
Wright Golden Grove Golden Grove Shopping Centre 14/4/94 66 031.48 1560.61
Unley Goodwood 142a Goodwood Road 713/94 31584.00 1389.00
Custance Kapunda 81 Main Street 1/8/94 43 000.00 506.78
Elder Melrose Park 967 South Road 1/3/94 7 783.00 5183.94
Hanson* Mile End 237 South Road 1/4/95 18 850.00 -
Reynell Morphett Vale 42 Hillier Road 1/1/94 42 300.00 2071.32
Gordon Mount Gambier 5 Percey Street 21/3/94 13 825.00 1459.82
Norwood Norwood 228 The Parade 1/4/94 8 631.00 -
Frome Port Pirie Shop C, Ellen Centre 1/4/94 40 400.00 -
Coles Rostrevor 163 St Bernards Road 1/8/94 61213.48 1241.47
Lee Seaton 2 Clarke Terrace 1/5/94 34766.91 253.00
Hart Semaphore 34 Semaphore Road 14/8/94 39 053.00 267.35
Napier Smithfield 39 Anderson Walk unknown 31 350.00 -
Peake Torrensville 229 Henley Beach Road 1/3/94 34 886.00 3292.77
Goyder Wallaroo 25 Owen Terrace 10/3/94 21 000.00 604.40
Total 832176.83 22554.62
Average cost per project 37 186.87 1326.74
*Project not complete, however, approval from the Minister for Industrial Affairs has been received.
Rate per Rent per
Area Square Square Metre Annum Cleaning Total
Electorate Metres $ $ $ $ Expiry Date
Adelaide 80.00 28750 23000.00 5985.00 21985.00 30711796
Norwood 81.00 246.91 20 000.00 1431.00 21 431.00 31/3/98
Mitchell 68.46 330.72 22 641.12 1768.00 24 409.12 Monthly
Hanson 58.00 169.66 9 840.00 1414.00 11 254.00 Monthly
Price 116.50 111.59 13 000.00 2 258.00 15 258.00 3/11/95
Eyre 121.50 97.69 11 869.80 2693.00 14 562.80 31/10/95
Flinders 85.00 150.00 12 750.00 960.00 13710.00 9/10/95
Frome 76.00 178.68 13580.00 1900.00 15 480.00 31/03/98
Ross-Smith 57.04 286.20 16 324.85 1217.00 17 541.85 3/6/96
Newland 99.60 167.99 16 732.00 1953.00 18 685.00 9/12/95
Coles 136.00 190.44 25900.00 2482.00 28 382.00 31/7/98

Ramsay 71.46 220.92 15787.00 996.00 16 783.00 31/3/96
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Rate per Rent per
Area Square Square Metre Annum Cleaning Total )
Electorate Metres $ $ $ $ Expiry Date
Taylor 93.50 181.82 17 000.00 1300.00 18 300.00 31/7/95
Lee 121.00 103.20 12 487.50 1214.00 13701.50 30/4/98
Hart 160.00 161.88 25900.00 2011.00 27 911.00 14/8/98
Heysen 100.00 209.66 20 966.00 3713.00 24 679.00 8/12/94
Bragg 91.82 156.70 14 388.00 1403.00 15791.00 5/11/94
Waite 78.04 119.83 9351.76 1212.00 10563.76 23/4/98
Peake 205.00 85.37 17 500.00 1228.00 18 728.00 28/2/98
Finnis 77.00 175.32 13 500.00 2707.00 16 207.00 4/2/95
Goyder 92.00 70.65 6 500.00 3340.00 9 840.00 9/3/98
Giles 46.45 370.00 17 186.50 1135.00 18 321.50 31/7/96
Fisher 77.60 150.68 11 692.62 1152.00 12 844.62 16/12/94
Spence 111.00 141.47 15 703.20 2 258.00 17 961.20 31/10/98
Chaffey 97.20 72.02 7 000.00 5391.00 12 391.00 31/7/95
Davenport 70.02 242.79 17 000.00 1212.00 18 212.00 30/11/96
Bright 99.00 188.86 18 697.50 1248.00 19 955.00 26/6/98
Kaurna 150.00 73.33 11 000.00 2 244.00 13 244.00 ongoing
Elizabeth 72.34 173.06 12519.16 954.00 13473.16 15/12/95
Napier 67.32 173.06 11 650.40 885.00 12 535.40 15/12/95
Light 65.00 210.83 13 704.00 2531.00 16 235.00 30/4/97
Torrens 126.00 126.98 16 000.00 1240.00 17 240.00 31/1/98
Morphett 110.00 152.07 16 728.00 1414.00 18 142.00 31/12/95
Hartley 130.00 92.31 12 000.00 2 245.00 14 245.00 8/5/98
Wright 96.90 200.00 19 380.00 inc in rent 19 380.00 13/4/98
Unley 98.00 173.47 17 000.00 1236.00 18 236.00 6/3/98
Colton 64.50 245.79 15 853.20 1180.00 17 033.00 monthly
Playford 78.00 126.28 9 850.00 1953.00 11 803.00 25/3/98
Custance 92.00 138.48 12 740.00 3045.00 15 785.00 31/7/98
Kavel 73.50 136.05 10.000.00 3748.00 13 748.00 31/3/96
Elder 150.00 122.22 18 333.00 1236.00 19 569.00 28/2/98
MacKillop 105.60 61.15 6 457.56 5149.00 11 606.50 1/5/98
Florey 77.00 267.82 20 622.00 1953.00 22 575.00 30/11/95
Mawson 100.00 210.00 21 000.00 957.00 21 957.00 2/7/195
Reynell 75.00 173.33 13 000.00 1527.00 14 527.00 31/12/97
Gordon 108.00 165.00 17 820.00 1448.00 19 268.00 20/3/98
Ridley 68.38 67.04 4584.00 2 816.00 7 400.00 Monthly
Average 95.27 154.00 14 671.40 2074.26 16 745.66

Electoral offices of areas of less than 75(mhich is the principal  bility for determining the lease value of the premises are
office and having a permanent lease of more than 12 monthpeople with whom | have had constant arguments over the

duration). valuation of shack sites in the course of attempting to get
Office Area nt Rent Cleaning Total  them freeholded. | simply dismiss those people as being
$ $ $ incompetent. They should disqualify themselves. Indeed, we
Giles 46.45 17,186.50 1,135.00 18,321.50 should getanindependentvaluer. However, | have gone past
Ross-Smith 57.04 16,324.85 1,217.00 17,541.85 that point now and | am not prepared to listen to an independ-
Light 65.00 13,704.00 2,531.00 16,235.00 ent valuer. It is not about area and the value, as it were, of
Davenport 70.02 17,000.00 1,212.00 18,212.00 each square metre of space: it is about what the member
Ramsay 71.46 15,787.00  996.00 16,783.00 thinks is the appropriate location in his or her electorate to
Kavel 73.5 10,000.00 3,748.00 13,748.00 provide access for constituents.

In the tables | have provided the parameters from the
smallest to the largest in terms of area and from the highest
the lowest in terms of the cost of rent and cleaning.

Members interjecting:
MrLEWIS: Well, | have tried that, but the Minister says
he will accept the recommendations of the department; th

department says it will accept the recommendations of th Igr?]rt%’rt:i;ee'znﬂ%ﬁ?k::eerl‘3??gc?ggvteoe3;35{;233%??&?'
valuer; and the valuer says he is bound by the guideline y

given by the Minister. It is a circular argument; itis a catch® ould I_ocate their electorate offices. | do not see yvhy these
59 ’ ' people in the department should expect me to pick up the
.An honourable member interjecting: cost: the rent they pay would be less than that for Custance,

. at Kapunda, for instance.
Mr LEWIS: The member for Hart is well catered for, and
would do well to shut up. | find it appalling that no-one ~ The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
anywhere will accept responsibility for this decision. | havemember’s time has expired.
tried to have it addressed for eight years, and | am fed up to Motion carried.

the back teeth, so | am bringing to Parliament and putting on The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Housing
the public record my disgust with this whole process and the, . '\ elopment and Local Government Relations):
way in which it has clearly discriminated against me and MY move: '
constituents. | guess it would not have mattered who the '
9 That the proposed expenditure for the departments and services

member was. ; i nal . .
L . . contained in the Appropriation Bill be referred to Estimates
Itis distressing to me that I should have to do this. Thecommittees A and B for examination and report by Tuesday 4 July
worst thing is that those who have been given the responsin accordance with the timetables as follow:
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ESTIMATES COMMITTEE A

Tuesday 20 June at 11.00 a.m.

Premier, Minister for Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs

Legislative Council

House of Assembly

Joint Parliamentary Services

State Governor’s Establishment

Premier and Cabinet

Commissioner for Public Employment

Auditor-General's

Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs

Premier and Minister for Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs—Other
Payments

Wednesday 21 June at 11.00 a.m.

Deputy Premier, Treasurer

Treasury and Finance

Deputy Premier and Treasurer—Other Payments

State Services

Information Technology

Thursday 22 June at 11.00 a.m.

Minister for Education and Children’s Services

Education and Children’s Services

Minister for Education and Children’s Services—Other Payments

Wednesday 21 June at 11.00 a.m.

Minister for Transport, Minister for the Arts, Minister for the Status
of Women

Transport

Passenger Transport Board

TransAdelaide

Arts and Cultural Development

Minister for Transport, Minister for the Arts and Minister for the
Status of Women—Other Payments

Thursday 22 June at 11.00 a.m.

Attorney-General, Minister for Consumer Affairs

Attorney-General’s

Attorney-General and Minister for Consumer Affairs—Other
Payments

Courts Administration Authority

State Electoral Office

Tuesday 27 June at 11.00 a.m.

Minister for Employment, Training and Further Education, Minister
for Youth Affairs

Minister for Environment and Natural Resources, Minister for Employment Training and Further Education

Family and Community Services, Minister for the Ageing
Environment and Natural Resources

Minister for Environment and Natural Resources, Minister for
Family and Community Services and Minister for the Ageing—

Other Payments
Family and Community Services
Friday 23 June at 9.30 a.m.

Minister for Housing, Urban Development and Local Governmen

Relations, Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing
Housing and Urban Development

Wednesday 28 June at 11.00 a.m.

Minister for Emergency Services, Minister for Correctional Services

Police

Correctional Services

Country Fire Service

Metropolitan Fire Service

Minister for Emergency Services and Minister for Correctional
Services—Other Payments

Fhursday 29 June at 11.00 a.m.

Minister for Primary Industries, Minister for Mines and Energy
Mines and Energy

Minister for Housing, Urban Development and Local Governmentprimary Industries
Relations and Minister for Recreation, Sport and RaCing—otheMinister for Mines and Energy and Minister for Primary

Payments
Recreation, Sport and Racing
Tuesday 27 June at 11.00 a.m.

Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional

Development, Minister for Infrastructure
Economic Development Authority

Industries—Other Payments
South Australian Research and Development Institute
Motion carried.
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Housing,
Urban Development and Local Government Relations):

Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business and Regionall move:

Development and Minister for Infrastructure—Other Payments

Wednesday 28 June at 11.00 a.m.

Minister for Tourism, Minister for Industrial Affairs

South Australian Tourism Commission

Industrial Affairs

Building Management

Minister for Tourism and Minister for Industrial Affairs—Other
Payments

Thursday 29 June at 11.00 a.m.

Minister for Health, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs

State Aboriginal Affairs

South Australian Health Commission

ESTIMATES COMMITTEE B

Tuesday 20 June at 11.00 a.m.

That Estimates Committee A be appointed, consisting of Messrs
Allison, Atkinson, Blevins and Condous, Mrs Hall, Mrs Penfold and
Mr Rann.

Motion carried.

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | move:

That Estimates Committee B be appointed, consisting of Messrs
Becker, Brindal, Leggett, Quirke and Scalzi, Ms Stevens and Ms
White.

Motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT

At 10.38 p.m. the House adjourned until Thursday 8 June
at10.30 a.m.



