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the middle of summer with a towel over his shoulders,
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY wearing shorts, heading to the beach for a swim.

Dr Bray believed in the law. He was an ornament to the

Tuesday 4 July 1995 law in this State and, indeed, throughout Australia. He was
The SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at 2 an outstanding legal thinker and he had an international
p.m. and read prayers T reputation. He was_admwed_ and respected by all his col-
o ' leagues. At the function at which we recently commemorated
the Hon. Len King on his retirement as Chief Justice of South

ASSENTTOBILLS Australia, | used the following words about Dr John Bray: a

His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, by messageMostscholarly judge who made a notable contribution to the

intimated his assent to the following Bills: law during his term. We knew that he was ill then, and it was
Criminal Law (Undercover Operations) unfortunate that he could not be present on that historic
SGIC (Sale) occasion to see the Hon. Len King step down as Chief

Justice, but today we remember Dr John Bray and the

Shop Trading Hours (Miscellaneous) Amendment. Y .
P g ( ) enormous contribution that he made to South Australia.

INDUSTRIAL AND EMPLOYEE RELATIONS

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): On
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) AMENDMENT . .
( BILL ) behalf of the South Australian Labor Party and the Opposi-
tion, it was with deep regret that we learnt of the death of
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move: Dr Bray. As the Premier has made clear to the House, he was
That the sitting of the House be continued during the conferenc&” exqeptlonal man, an exceptlonal jurist, and he had an
with the Legislative Council on the Bill. exceptional record in terms of his revered role as Chancellor

of the University of Adelaide, a man of great intellect, a

Motion carried. ; - - .
otion carried classical scholar, a humanist, a non-conformist, and certainly

one of the most distinguished Chief Justices in South
BRAY, Hon. DR J.J., DEATH Australia’s history. It is interesting to note that Dr Bray
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Premier): | move: achieved his honours degree of Bachelor of Laws in a single

That this House expresses its regret at the recent death of tl¥§ar' At that time, he was also busy as a newly admitted

Hon. Dr John Jefferson Bray, AC, QC, former Chief Justice of thePfactitioner, yet he still found time to study and pass examin-
State and Administratopro tempore and that, as a mark of our ations which involved a close study of a massive nine
respect to his memory, the sitting of the House be suspended untiblumes of Holdsworth'History of English LawHe was
the ringing of the bells. only the second person in this State to achieve his honours
In supporting the motion | am sure that all members woulddegree at that time, and one of the very few to earn a
appreciate the enormous contribution that Dr John Jeffersatioctorate of law from the University of Adelaide soon after.
Bray has made to South Australia. Bornin 1912, he was one Dr Bray appeared as counsel in almost every jurisdiction
of the most distinguished and memorable Chief Justices thaith both distinction and success. He never discriminated in
this State has seen. There have been only seven Chief Justitkes briefs that were given him, having no inclination to err
in South Australia from the period of 1857 until now. In the about their popularity or likelihood of success. He once said
same time we have had 41 Premiers. Anyone who wanted tf the law:
look at a career path would pick that of Chief Justice rather the |aw has some resemblance to the game of chess, but, of
than Premier. All of those Chief Justices have served thigourse, it does not exist for the sake of the game but for the
State extremely well and, in particular, in the memory ofattainment of justice and for the service of the people who perish
those who knew him personally, Dr John Bray was arfVithoutjustice.
outstanding Chief Justice. As Chief Justice, Dr Bray’s intellectual honesty was de-
He is noted for a range of things, from being a poet, ascribed as a virtue. He could not bring himself to give a
playwright and a classical scholar. He came from a familydecision in which he did not believe, based on the facts as he
that was rich in this State’s heritage, dating back to the earlpelieved them to exist and on the law as he knew it to exist.
days of the colony. One of his ancestors was Sir John Brayje was always believed to be patient, tolerant, kind and
Premier from 1881 to 1884. Dr John Bray was educated at $urteous by all those who knew him: his professional
Peter’s College and then at the University of Adelaide. Hecolleagues, students whom he lectured in jurisprudence,
was admitted to the South Australian Bar in 1933 and becani@oman law and legal history at the University of Adelaide,
a Queen’s Counsel in 1957. In 1967 Dr Bray was appointednd friends both at the university and in literature. He was
Chief Justice following Sir Mellis Napier. He was Chancellor always known to be readily approachable by the profession
of the University of Adelaide from 1968 to 1983. | had the and ever willing to be of assistance. It is interesting that one
chance, as a very young member of Parliament, to serve arf the few Chief Justices in what some British people would
the Council of the University of Adelaide during the time still regard as the colonies was actually quoted at length in the
when he was Chancellor. House of Lords in 1975. In fact, it was a dissenting case in
Also during that time he carried on a career as lecturer imespect of which John Bray was quoted by the then Chief
jurisprudence, Roman law and legal history. He was a mahord Justice in the House of Lords.
of deep insights, was tolerant and had enormous respect for Dr Bray’s interests were not limited to the law. He was
differences in individuality. He published several volumes offluentin Greek and Latin, and his literary skills were evident
verse and was patron of the Friendly Street School of Soutim the volumes of poetry that he published and plays that he
Australian Poets. He retired from the Supreme Court benctvrote. One such playPapinian was produced by the
in 1978, and both leading up to his retirement and subsequeBtompany of Players, formed in Adelaide by theatre director
to it he was a familiar sight at times on the Glenelg tram inColin Ballantyne, and administered by a young politician of
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that time, Don Dunstan. Of course, it was a Dunstan Goverrrelation to the laws of obscenity and indecency, the Supreme
ment that appointed Dr Bray to the position of Chief JusticeCourt was very conservative before his coming. His minority
He will be remembered as someone of enormous intellecjudgments were later followed by the court, and the law was
His failing health in later years never impaired his erudition,changed, as we know.

and he worked on one project right to the end, only weeks |n an historical sense, he was truly a renaissance man, and
before his death completing a biography of the Romanhey are men who love culture and civilisation. He was

Emperor Gallianus who reigned from 253 to 268 AD. certainly that. As has already been said, he was a great
The final words of the Chief Justice, as Chief Justice, saylassical scholar. He spoke Greek fluently; in fact, he taught
a lot about the man. He said: himself the language in six months. One of the greatest

| leave the law in a period of great difficulty, uncertainty and tragedles to South Australia was that he retired when he did.
change. The law has known such periods before. Customs, conveRte was given medical advice that he should retire because of
tions, mores, modes of thought and areas of legal emphasis changgheart condition, but that turned out to be bad advice. It was
and the law must change with them, whilst still retaining a firm graspy great loss for South Australia that he did not stay on the
. . bench longer than he did. The other loss is that he was never
We will all miss Dr Bray. appointed to the High Court, because he would have made an

) exceptional member to that court. | join in supporting the
Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): From 1969 to 1970, | was motion, and | send my condolences to his brother.

associate to the Hon. George Walters, judge of the Supreme Moti ied b b tanding in their ol .
Court. During that time, | had the pleasure of working also ilen(?elon carried by members standing in their places in

with the then Chief Justice, Dr Bray, as his associate. In facts,
after that period, he offered me his associateship but | had o

had enough of the Supreme Court at that stage and decided [Sitting suspended from 2.15 to 2.25 p.m ]
to leave—much to my regret because he was a man who had
a great influence on the law in this State. | join with the
Leader of the Opposition in supporting the Premier’s motion.
In legal circles Dr Bray was regarded as one of the greatest
legal minds this country has ever seen. He is ranked as

on these fundamentals of justice.

EUTHANASIA

an Petitions signed by 134 residents of South Australia
. . . . ; uesting that the House urge the Government to maintain
equal with the former Chief Justice of the High Court, Justlcethé1 prese?lt homicide law, wh%ch excludes euthanasia while

Dixon. maintaining the common law right of patients to refuse

Dr Bray had a prolific memory and an amazing knowledg&yeical treatment, were presented by the Hon. D.S. Baker
of the law. He would walk around his chambers with aznq Mrs Penfold.

dictaphone and he would dictate five judgments. When | was Petitions received
working for him as an associate, he would say, ‘R.vso and - pegitions signed by 107 residents of South Australia

so. | think itis 1955, State Reports; it is roughly about pag&e esting that the House urge the Government to oppose any

so and so, judgment so and so, paragraph 3.” Before thga o e 1o legislate for voluntary euthanasia were presented
judgment was printed, my job was to go around and find thl%y Messrs Bass, Blevins, Rann and Venning
case. Inevitably, you would open it up and it would be the Petitions rece:ived ' '

correct judgment of the Supreme Court, with the correct page
and paragraph. He did this off the top of his head, while using
a dictating machine. As | said, he would dictate some five or GRANGE PRIMARY SCHOOL

six judgments in an afternoon when another judge—and |

worked for all the judges in the Supreme Court when I was A petition signed by 950 residents of South Australia
there—would take a day or half a day to do a singleequesting that the House urge the Government to prevent the
judgment. sale of the Grange Primary School and site and preserve the

As has been pointed out by the Leader of the Oppositiomyildings for community use was presented by Mr Condous.
Dr Bray was one of the few Supreme Court judges and chief  pagiition received.

justices of any of the courts to be quoted in the House of
Lords. In fact, he was quoted on several occasions. As a

lawyer, if you had a unique, difficult or different problem and OLD PARLIAMENT HOUSE
you went to one of the judgments of the former Chief Justice,
you would always find that he dealt withiit obiter. If there A petition signed by 286 residents of South Australia

was a unigue matter in one of his judgments in which he wagequesting that the House urge the Government to recognise
interested—and he was interested in many—he always useide cultural and educational importance of Old Parliament
to say, ‘Well, it is really not necessary to decide this point inHouse and support its continuation as a museum for the
this case, but | think really the answer is so and so.’ It was ifpeople of South Australia was presented by the Hon. M.D.
later years, in 1975, as pointed out by the Leader of th®ann.
Opposition, that the various courts around Australia grasped Petition received.
hold of hisobiter, when the House of Lords followed one of
his minority judgments.

He was a man who would not purport to have been a EDUCATION FUNDING
radical in his day, but he was. He was there during the period
when there was progressive law reform right through the A petition signed by 4 358 residents of South Australia
1970s. Initially, he was with a conservative Supreme Courttequesting that the House urge the Government to stop any
As time went on, the Supreme Court became more progresgirther reduction in the public education budget and to pro-
ive and eventually his views were followed. For example, invide sufficient funds to restore class sizes and curriculum
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choices to previous levels was presented by the Hon. M.Dcouncil will comprise about 10 members and work for the

Rann. next 12 months on terms of reference as follows:
Petition received. To investigate and report and make recommendations on:
1. Effective constitutional arrangements of Government
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT structures which will maintain and strengthen the Federal

system of Government and sustain national unity and regional
The SPEAKER laid on the table the supplementary reportdiversity into the twenty-first century with particular
of the Auditor-General for the year ending 30 June 1994. emphasis on South Australia and its role.

Ordered that report be printed. 2. If the Commonwealth ceases to be a constitutional
monarchy, how should a head of state be appointed; what
QUESTIONS should be the role of the States in such an appointment; what

should be the powers and duties of the head of state; and how

The SPEAKER: | direct that written answers to the Should they be provided for? o
following questions on the Notice Paper, as detailed in the 3() The implications for South Australia if the
schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed ifcommonwealth were to cease to be a constitutional monarchy
Hansard Nos 128, 141, 145, 171, 172, 207, 211 to 217 ancind, in particular:

222. (@) Would it be realistic and appropriate for South
Australia to remain a constitutional monarchy?
REPUBLIC (b)  Should South Australia still have a head of state?
(c) In those circumstances, how should a head of
The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Premier): | wish to make a state be appointed and what should be the powers and
ministerial statement. The Government has taken a number  duties of the head of state and how should they be
of important decisions about involving the people of South provided for?

Australia in the process of constitutional change. Consis- (i) What democratic process should be considered for
tently, the Liberal Party has expressed the view that theffecting change if any is appropriate or necessary?
people should be consulted throughout this process—not just 4. The adequacy, or otherwise, of the current distribution
at the end of it. This is because of our strong belief thatof power between the Commonwealth, the States and the
whatever constitutional arrangements we have, they must berritories and local government; what changes, if any,
auniting influence on our State and our nation. Unity is builishould be made; and what are some practical ways of
by involving people in the decisions which affect them, andoringing about desired change?
not by imposing decisions upon them. Empowerment of 5(j) What consultation should occur with States and
people is at the very hub of our democracy. Territories with respect to treaties which the Commonwealth
Whatever any one of us in this House may think about ouproposes to enter into and which may affect States and
future constitutional arrangements, it is not as important aSerritories?
ensuring that everyone has an opportunity to be heard. ltwas (i) The use by the Commonwealth Government of the
for this reason that the South Australian parliamentary Liberaéxternal affairs power and whether any and, if so, what
Party in March 1993 announced its unanimous support for gnechanisms should be put in place to ensure an appropriate
people’s convention to fully examine the issues associategalance between State and Federal powers can be maintained
with Australia becoming a republic. At the same time, land how such balance can be achieved.
announced that whether South Australia should become a 6. Ways of ensuring adequate consultation with the
republic would be decided by the people, not by the politipeople and their participation in decision-making in the above
cians. In Government, we have continued to support #atters.
people’s convention as a necessary step in the process of pembers will note that the terms of reference do not
consulting the people about our future constitutional arranggequire the committee to advise on whether Australia should
ments. There are other steps essential to a process of full aBdcome a republic. Ultimately, as | have said, that must be a
effective consultation. matter for the people of South Australia. What this committee
Before a people’s convention is held, or any subsequentill do is to ensure effective consultation with the people of
referendum, national or State, it will be important to encourSouth Australia about issues associated with becoming a
age wide public debate in South Australia about our futureepublic and other constitutional arrangements. The result of
constitutional arrangements because they will affect all of ughis work will inform the South Australian Government on
Preserving the independence of South Australia in outhe position it should take at any national convention and
Federation is one key issue. A task force headed by the Hosubsequent Federal and State referenda. The Government
Jamie Irwin has been working to identify the issues whichproposes that this committee should comprise people
South Australians need to consider if there is to be constitureflecting a range of backgrounds and expertise. There will
tional change, and how the public can be consulted aboulje consultation with the Opposition and the Australian
them. He has been the South Australian representative on tl@mocrats about the membership of the committee.
Centenary of Federation Constitutional Committee as well. To ensure wide consultation with the people of South
I commend Jamie Irwin and his group for their work. Australia, the committee will initiate public meetings in
An important recommendation of the group is that themetropolitan and regional centres and on Aboriginal lands.
approaching centenary of Federation should be taken as #will publish papers following its examination of the various
opportunity to consider a number of issues—not just whassues within the terms of reference. The Government intends
should be our head of state, important though this may be&o announce the membership of the committee within the next
Accordingly, the Government has decided to establish aix weeks. | commend this initiative to the House as one
South Australian Constitutional Advisory Council. The which seeks to ensure that these important issues are fully
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explored through balanced, community-wide debate in South Summary Offences—Dangerous Area Declarations and
Australia. Road Block Establishment Authorisations, 1 January to
31 March 1995.
Regulations under the following Acts—
GOVERNMENT MANAGEMENT Cooperatives—Abolition of Advisory Council.
Fair Trading—Fee Increase.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN (Premier): | WiSh to make Liquor Licensing—Dry areas—City of Noarlunga.
another ministerial statement. | am making a number of Rules of Court—Magistrates Court—Civil—Forms
changes to equip the Government and the Department of the Various.

Premier and Cabinet for the next stage in the Government’s By the Treasurer (Hon. S.J. Baker)—

reform program. A key feature is a different style of manage- Financial Institutions Duty Act—Regulations—Revoca-
ment attuned to the 1990s and beyond to ensure more tion of Regulation No. 3.

responsive Government. Mr Mike Schilling has helped to By the Minister for Industrial Affairs (Hon. G.A.
take the Government and the department very successfulmg
through the early stages of the Government’s program. For
that | thank him. He played an important role in the transition

erson)—

Construction Industry Long Service Leave Act—
Regulations—General.

frorl\T}I thebelec_tion_— . Occupational Health and Safety—Code of Practice.
embers interjecting: . ) -
The SPEAKER: Order! By;hetlr\]/Ian;[erl.for'Tez;I}:rl:(Honl. M.HAAtrmgag(al) )

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: He played an important role e 1o Medicnre Patianma oo on Ack—Regliations—

in the transition after the election in the establishment of h . ¢ . |
processes to restore the Government's financial position and Bﬁt e Minister oralusmg, Urban Deve op?&ent and
in reducing the size of Government employment. He hat©cal Government Relations (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)—

helped to achieve the much needed public sector management  Housing and Urban Development—Administrative
legislation. Arrangements Act—Regulations—

, . HomeStart Finance
The Hon. M.D. Rann: And now you'll sack him! South Australian Urban Projects Authority.

iﬂg iZﬁAgléiNoEr;%%l\NN However, there is now a ] KBé tf(])e Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing (Hon.
- J.K.G. Oswald)—

need for my Government and the Department of the Premier ) . )
and Cabinet to focus on new priorities and a new manage- Rulgg of Racing ~Racing Act—Harness Racing Board—
ment style. As a result, | have advised Mr Schilling that | rneir. osttions. . )
have commenced the process for his contract to be terminat- BY the Minister for Primary Industries (Hon. D.S.
ed. This morning | advised the department’s executives tha$aker—
Mr lan Kowalick would take over as Acting Chief Executive, South Australian Market Milk Equalisation Agreement.
pending the appointment of a new CEO. Under a new By the Minister for the Environment and Natural
structure, the department will now focus more on long-termResources (Hon. D.C. Wotton)—
State strategies for economic and social development, linking Dog and Cat Management Act—Regulations—
Cabinet deliberations with long-term strategic issues, Management of Animals.
capitalising on microeconomic reform opportunities, and By the Minister for Employment, Training and Further
coordinating and monitoring the activities of public SeCtorL—‘hducation (Hon. R.B. Such)— '

agencies rather than centralising them, and ensuring that hig Department for Education and Children's Services

standards of responsibility and accountability apply across the Report, 1993-94

whole of Government. | do not need to remind the House of ' '

the terrible financial legacy that my Government inherited, PUBLIC TRUSTEE

including inadequate accountability and a lack of focus on

achieving results. The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | lay on the
The Hon. M.D. Rann: So, you have sacked him; you table a ministerial statement relating to the Public Trustee,

have sacked him. made earlier today in another place by the Attorney-General.
The SPEAKER: Order!
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Necessarily, in the first 18 DISABILITY SERVICES

months, much of the time of Ministers has been devoted to o

putting our financial house in order. The budget now before The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Health): |

the House confirms that this is being achieved. Cabinet hadish to make a ministerial statement. | outline to the House
now assessed the progress that we have been able to maledails of the next step in the Government's continued reform
since the election and the style of management required ®genda for disability services with the aim of ensuring
ensure that the Government continues to build on thémproved service delivery to those South Australians who
achievements already made through a world-class publiguffer a disability.

sector app|y|ng modern management. In '[hiS, the Department Historically, disability service providers have evolved

of the Premier and Cabinet must play a leadership role, anilom a diverse range of organisations, individuals, charities
the changes | am making will ensure that the department hafid religious organisations that recognised a need and set

the capacity to fulfil this vital role. about trying to meet that need. As a result, the sector is
characterised by a wide variety of management styles,
PAPERS TABLED philosophies and approaches.
The Government has already introduced Options Coordi-
The following papers were laid on the table: nation, which will help people with a disability to guide the

By the Deputy Premier (Hon. S.J. Baker)— development of services, and today | announce the next step
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in the process of reform. The reforms will make standardgocus is on producing better, more efficient services, not on
and quality in the sector more easily understood by clients;hanging administrative structures unless they directly result
more transparent and, importantly, more accessible. This wilh better services. That is why the Government does not see
enhance the accountability of service providers to thehe need to establish a separate Disability Department.
Government (which pays for the service) and to the clients The present Disability Services Office is the policy and
(who use them). The reforms focus on three key areas.  funding focus in disability services. Itis managed by its own
First, the reforms will involve the development of executive. The independence of the Disability Services Office
common eligibility criteria across all disability groups, is so well recognised that a common perception is that the
including the generation of information regarding supportisability Services Office has no formal relationship with the
requirements. Secondly, the reforms will involve commonHealth Commission.
assessment and recording of individual needs across all There are a number of other recommendations which
disability groups, allowing comparisons of levels of needyeinforce the direction the Government is taking with the
areas of demand and the relative efficiency of providers. Thigaforms that | have just announced, namely, in terms of

element should significantly enhance the matching of servicegandards and accountability. The review will provide a
prices and benchmarks for all types of funded servicesecommendations do not need legislative change to be

Fungling and service agreements will bg further deV¢|0p?dmp|emented, the Government will not be introducing
particularly to stipulate the outputs required for services inggjsjation at this stage.

terms of both quality as well as quantity of service. . |reiterate that the Government is determined to address
_Once the various services provided to people with,, et need in disability services. In particular, we are
disabilities can be classmed,. a standard costing can then %‘:etermined that the efficiency dividend is realised and applied
allocated to them. In developing such a costing model, Soutfy e areas of greatest need. The reforms outlined today wil
Australian disability services will be at the forefront of be another significant step towards the goal of ensuring that

national and international reform in disability services. | ; il ;
> . eople with a disability receive the support they need to be
assure the House that a key element in developing the%II garticipants in our)éommunity PP y

protocols and benchmarks is to focus on standards and quality
of service. | consider that the project will do as much to
increase the standards and quality of disability services as to

increase their efficiency. The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Housing,

The results that we will be looking for at the end of this Urban Development and Local Government Relations):
process will be: limited resources used wisely rather tha i<k to make a ministerial statement. As a result of
being dissipated across clients whose disability does n? .

h =i : = . hformation | have received from the Chairman of the TAB
involve significant need; clients receiving their share ofy - 4 concerning the decision to publish a TABForm
resources in accord with their need; individual care planaewspaper, I have written to the Chairman today requesting

ensuring that clients receive their supports in an efficient an response by Thursday morning of this week. My letter to
effective manner; and a clearer picture of demand across tga ,

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD

disabilit " iding the b for the desi fie Chairman, Mr Cousins, expresses my serious concern
ISability sector providing the base for the design anty,q ¢ conflict in information the Chairman has provided to

location of new and improved services to meet service gapsy,q apout the financial implications of the decision to publish
Throughout that process, the role and function of each agengy newspaper

}/ivélcljbe assessed and efficiencies and savings will be identi- I have also raised with the Chairman his explanation of the

The recent budget reaffirmed the Government's commit-ChOIce of the consultant, John Brennan, to review the
ment to attempt to meet unmet need in the disability area bi@"agement, program performance and future directions of
once again not requiring disability services to contribute tg>~* | have been alarmed to be advised that the consultant
the Government's saving target and by the pursuit of a ppointed is the father of the current program manager at
efficiency dividend. These reforms will release savings from AA, Peter Brennan. The Chalrma}n did not ?d.‘"se me of '_[he
bvious potential for a conflict of interest arising from this

historical arrangements which have perpetuated inefficiery . . ; . .
practices. The C%overnment considerspthzft, over two financiaPPointment. | have advised the Chairman that | consider his

years, the reform process will yield efficiencies of at least 3.6 <P/anation as totally unacceptable that the father-son
per cent which is equal to more than $5 million. We consideFelat'OnSh'p is not ‘material’ to the consultancy. | intend to
that this target is readily achievable and that as the reform{92Ke a further statement to the House on Thursday after
are fully implemented further efficiencies will be made. feceiving a response from the Chairman.

As | meet with disability groups and people with a
disability, the focus invariably is on the fact that they need PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

more and better services. For example, while some seek Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): | bring up the report of the

greater independence for disability administration, a muc'Eublic Works Committee on the Private Sector Provision of

?erzgﬂecsogfvzyf rls n:g%tw?gén (;rzlell?\tzson should not diver ngineering and Water Supply Department Water Filtration
\ gnd Structure and move:

The Government has recently received the report from th
Disability Services Act Review which | now table. I acknow- ~ That the report be received.
ledge the considerable efforts of those associated with the Motion carried.
revie_w. The Government will be ensuring th_at the wide-  The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move:
ranging recommendations of the review which impact on the
delivery and monitoring of services are considered in the
context of structural reform. However, this Government’'s Motion carried.

That the report be printed.
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information in a similar letter sent to the Minister, the Leader
QUESTION TIME of the Opposition and the shadow Minister.
Here is a TAB Board Chairman who is so keen to
TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD disseminate information to everyone that he sent the Leader
of the Opposition a copy of a letter that he sent to the Premier
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):  and the Minister. Here we have a Chairman who appears to
Given that the Premier has just thanked and sacked his head answerable just as much to the shadow Minister as he is
of department, Mr Mike Schilling, and given the commentsto the Minister, even though the Act makes it quite clear that
made about the Chairman of the TAB by the Minister just ahe is answerable to the Minister. The Minister is following
few moments ago, do the General Manager and the TABp a series of matters, including the fact that the Minister
Board, which unanimously agreed to publish its own formasked for a complete review of 5AA and its financial
guide, still have the full support of the Premier? The six-position.
member TAB Board which made this decision includes | share the Minister's concern about the appointment of
Liberal Government appointees Mr Mark Kelly and Mr the father of the program manager of 5AA to carry out that
Malcolm Fricker as well as Mr Rob Hodge, who representgonsultancy. | believe that that is inappropriate. It is another
the SAJC. matter in the range of issues that have been put to the Chair
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Chairman of the TAB of the TAB Board. The Government is waiting for a response
Board, Mr Cousins, had a hand-delivered letter sent to me dtom the Chair of the TAB Board. | indicate that, on the

6 p.m. last Thursday. information laid before me so far, it appears that | have been
Members interjecting: gﬂsledd as Premier of this State by the Chair of the TAB
oard.

The SPEAKER: Order!

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: As soon as | received that
letter just after 6 p.m. I read it. It was in a sealed envelope 0B,
my desk. | saw the claim in the letter that, by publishing its An honourable member interjecting:
own newspaper, the TAB would save $1 million. | immedi- . | : .
ately asked the Minister what he knew about this. In particubrd-g:e SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart is out of
lar, | asked him whether the claim of saving $1 million had '

; P ] The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It would appear that the
been substantiated. He indicated that he had not been given
the detailed financial analysis as to how it would achieve th ember for Hart feels that he can speak on behalf of the TAB

$1 million saving. | asked the Minister what action he oard and the Chair of the TAB Board. | find it strange that

roposed to take, He indicated that he intended to ring MP'S Member for Hart s defending the Chair of the TAB Board
goﬁsins immediately to ask that no action be take?] t hen, quite clearly, the Chair of the TAB Board told me as

implement the decision of the TAB Board and that it wouldovrven”t')'g;rtgﬁimﬁ; ;Vr? du::)datt:)lf ?oi%m% oéilsg;w%? aylt%f cvglj d
be a ministerial instruction to the Chairman of the board. 9 pap

o " e make a loss in 1995-96. This is the State Bank revisited by
The Minister rang me back within one hour to indicate that,e | apor Party of South Australia. | am amazed that the
he had spoken to the Chairman of the board, Mr Cousing,apor party in this House is defending a board which is

who told him that the contract for the publication and migrepresenting the facts to the Government of the day.
production of a private newspaper by the TAB (its own  yvembers interjecting:

newspaper) had already been signed that afternoon. The 1o SPEAKER: Order!
Minister then indicated to me that he had some evidence that The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Minister and the

would suggest that the claim of a saving of $1 million, asgqyernment will make sure that they get to the bottom of

outlined in the Chairman’s letter to me, was in fact contradicypis ang they will make sure that the Chairman of the TAB
tory to some e\{ldence given to the board. As a resu!t, NBoard is properly accountable to the Minister and the
Minister met with some staff on Saturday. The Minister 5,y arnment

prepared a letter which went to the Chairman of the board ;. Foley interjecting:

asking for certain background papers and other substantiation The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest that honourable
of what led to the decision by the TAB Board to produce its,, . \bars remain a.IittIe calh.

own newspaper.

On Monday that information arrived and, in particular, the MULTIMEDIA INDUSTRY
papers presented to the board showed that, instead of saving
$1 million in 1995-96, the TAB was likely to lose moneyon ~ Ms GREIG (Reynell): Will the Premier advise the House
producing its own newspaper in 1995-96 when all factorsvhat initiatives the Government is taking to develop a
were taken into consideration. Some of these additionajlobally-focused multi-media industry for South Australia?
factors included the cost of delivering the newspapers and the The Hon. DEAN BROWN: A multi-media national
anticipated drop in the turnover of the TAB; and, in theconference is being held in Adelaide at present with over 500
background paper put to the board, the anticipated drogelegates attending it. Those people who understand what the
amounted to the equivalent of $15 million a year. As a resultinformation technology revolution is about would know that
the Minister asked for further information, including the one of its most important components is the multi-media area.
board minutes of the TAB Board. The Minister has beent is therefore of some significance that Adelaide has been
examining those aspects and, as the Minister told the Hous#hosen as the location for the second national multi-media
this afternoon, a subsequent letter has now been sent to thenference. In opening the conference on Sunday evening,
Chair of the TAB Board asking him to clarify further points | outlined the South Australian Government’s strategies to
in relation to what appears to be some very serious confli@nsure that we establish a substantial multi-media industry in
between the information put in the letter to me and thehis State. It is part of our IT 2000 vision, under which we

Mr Foley: The whole TAB Board.
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: By the Chair of the TAB
ard.



Tuesday 4 July 1995 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2663

said that we would identify five key componentindustriesor The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: On 7 June, | held my
sectors where South Australia had to be a world leademonthly meeting with the Chairman and the General Manager
Multi-media is one of those sectors. of the TAB. At that meeting, | had a briefing note, which was

To help build up the multi-media industry in South prepared and presented to me before the meeting and which
Australia, | announced three important initiatives, amongisted many topics for discussion. Amongst those topics for
others. The first is that we will establish here in Southdiscussion was a racing information cost rationalisation and
Australia a cooperative multi-media centre—a CMC—ina further briefing note dated, | think, 30 May. That briefing
conjunction with private industry, and we expect $4.5 millionnote raised more compelling reasons why we should not go
to be spent in that centre in the first three years. It will be @lown the track of having a newspaper than reasons why we
joint State Government/private industry venture—a veryshould. The summary of the meeting with me states:
important one. | see enormous support coming from the The question is an extremely complex one to address. Attached
private sector, because the private sector sees the chancefgryour information is a paper presented to the board outlining
this State to be a national and regional leader in this field. ©Ptions and their impact.

Secondly, the Government has decided to set up a multi- Mr Foley interjecting:
media precinct where we bring together all of the parties—the  The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart has asked
commercial companies and others—who wish to come to thBis question. I suggest that he listen to the answer.
precinct and set up a ‘hot bed’ for people involved in  The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Itthen goes on to say that
developing a multi-media industry. This is important in the matter was extremely confidential and that they knew that
bringing together a cluster of creative people in SoutH would keep it to myself. It states further:

Australia, together with technical people because, to develop The risk factors in alternative strategies to those currently
amulti-media industry, it is important to bring together theseemployed need to be carefully considered before adopting another
two key components. direction. _ '

The third important initiative is that we will establish a That was the tenor of the discussion. | then referred to the
direct link into the multi-media industry of Silicon Valley. Paper, and I will quote two or three of the warnings that are
Over 60 000 people are involved in the multi-media industryeontained init.
in Silicon Valley. We want to tap our multi-media centre into ~ Mr Foley interjecting:

Silicon Valley and into the very substantial companies and 1heé SPEAKER: Order! _

large numbers of people involved in that industry there. Out  The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | don't have to read it out

of that we believe that we will achieve a professionalP€cause obviously the honourable member has a copy, but |
exchange, joint content and training programs, joint researchill read it for the benefit of other members of the House. It
into interactive liaison, and interactive multi-media platformsStates:

research. | think that these three initiatives will enable South The strong support for the quality form guides printed in the

Australia to take a very bold step towards becoming recog? dvertiserand the home delivery suggests that our customers would
. . . P -~not find the transition to having to collect a TAB newspaper form
nised as a crucial centre for the multi-media industry ing;ige easy and would produce a negative impact on turnover. This

Australia but, more importantly, it will bring about an would also probably require the SA TAB to open staff agencies
international focus within the South-East Asian region.  earlier atan additional cost. The need to have to collect form guides
from agencies would have a negative effect on telephone betting. A

2 per cent drop in turnover would wipe out projected savings in
TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD providing form guides.

Mr FOLEY (Hart): Why did the Minister for Recreation, 1Nnat document was given to me by the Chairman of the
Sport and Racing fail to inform the parliamentary Estimate oard, and the discussion that took pIage that.afternoon was
Committee and the Premier that he had received a TARased on the fact _that the board had this on its agenda. As
Board minute early in June which detailed the proposal t&Veryone knows, it had been on the agenda for about 18
contract a printing company to produce a TAB form guidemomhs- It was bneﬂy referred to. The very s.ubjects on the
and why at no stage did the Minister or his officers questioffg€nda urged caution. The notes that were given to us stated
its contents? The Opposition has been provided witihat it was a matter of high risk. That_|s the document that |
information that the Minister was given a TAB Board minute V@S given. The next contact made with me after 7 June was
early in June (two weeks before the contract was signed) th&) Yednesday 21 June when the General Manager tele-
contained a detailed summary of proposals to develop theoned me to advise that the TAB was close to finalising
TAB's own form guide. The document contained five full arrangements. That is the hiatus. | immediately said to him—
pages of discussion and analysis. It included details of the Mr Foley interjecting: |
delivery and collection of form guides, market research, 11€ SPEAKER: Order! .
statistical information, options for contracting out, and a 1he Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: If you would like to be
detailed financial analysis. On 23 June, the Minister told th&Uiet, you will hear the story. You have been fabricating in
Estimates Committee and the Premier that he had ni'e media for the past few days. You will hear the story.
knowledge of this information. Mr Foley: You are incompetent.

. The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Well, who is incompetent?
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | thank the honourable A -
member for his question. The SPEAKER: Order! This is the first sitting day after

Members interjecting: a break. I suggest to all members that they take a deep breath
i ' and contain themselves. Every member who has his or her
The SPEAKER: Order! name on the list will be given the opportunity to ask their
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Let us get some facts on the guestion, and the Ministers are entitled to answer them. If
record. members continue to defy the Chair, the Chair has the
Mr Foley: Yes, we'd like that. discretion to take the names of those members off the
The SPEAKER: Order! question list.
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The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | requested the General provide a smooth transition of employees from the public to
Manager to go back to th&dvertiserfor further negotiations. the private sector. Tenneco has placed offers with the
He said that he would do so. | refer members to a letter fronemployees of PASA: they were placed last Wednesday.
the Chairman of the TAB which | received on 27 June. In thaEmployees have the opportunity to make up their mind over
letter, he refers to the fact that on 21 June he telephoned mihie two weeks.

He statesinter alia: | put on record my gratitude to the staff and the executive

He has further reported that you— of PASA for their professionalism and their assistance during
that is m this whole process. It would not have been possible if the
_ a _ S me— _ _ situation had been aggravated by dispute. A great deal of
inquired as to whether he would be getting back toAdeertiser rofessionalism and hard work was applied to the process by
and he replied that, although they had confirmed that they had quot He emplovees of PASA and the Asset Management Task
their lowest price, he would do so. ploy . 9

) ) ) - ) Force under the able leadership of Mr Roger Sexton. Tenneco
So it was confirmed in writing by the Chairman of the TAB s an excellent employer, as we would recognise, already
that | requested that the TAB go back to thevertiserand  having major employers in South Australia in the automotive
he I’ep|led that it WOU|d dO SO. SO, n the |n|t|al Contact, | WaSarea_ Munro ShOCk absorbers and Walker mufﬂers are the two
given a document that was full of doubt and, in my view, itmajor items that they produce here, and both are of a world
was not going anywhere. The next contact that | had was thgass standard.
telephone conversation in which I requested that the TABgo  congratulations to all those concerned for the contribution
back to theAdvertiser and it acknowledged that it would do they made and in terms of the assistance provided by the
so. The next contact that | had was the letter that all membeyspposition to ensure that the legislation was passed without
received about the'$.1 million WhICh.It was alleged Woulpl bedifﬁcu":y' Just as the Moomba to Adelaide pipeline was an
saved by the TAB if it took that particular course of action. jmportant development in the State’s history at that time, the

I would have thought that, instead of asking this questiorsale of this asset should be seen as a vital step in the

today, the honourable member should ask why his owglobalisation of South Australia’s economy, particularly our
Leader was misled by this allegation. All we had was theyas industry.

information in the letter, which stated that there would be a

saving of $1 million, and on 30 May we had a document TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD

which insinuated that there could be a possible $2 million loss

to telephone betting and the like. When this letter arrived the  Mr FOLEY (Hart): My question is directed to the
following day, | immediately contacted the Chairman of theMinister for Recreation, Sport and Racing. Following the
TAB that evening and asked him to hold any further actiorMinister's admission that he was provided with a detailed
so that Cabinet could have an opportunity to look at it. Hereport on 7 June that caused him concern, and given that the

told me that the contract had, in fact, been signed. General Manager of the TAB, Mr Edgar, telephoned the
Minister on 21 June to advise him of the TAB Board’s
PIPELINES AUTHORITY intentions, why did the Minister fail to direct Mr Edgar and

the board not to proceed with the form guide proposal until

Mr SCALZI (Hartley): Will the Treasurer inform the after the Cabinet, the Premier and he had had the opportunity
House of progress in the sale of the assets of the Pipelings consider it?
Authority of South Australia and the final details of the  Mr Edgar, General Manager of the TAB Board, rang the
settlement with Tenneco Gas? Minister 24 hours before the contract was signed to inform

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: It is was with great pleasure that him of the board’s intention. We have also now been advised
| announced to the House the successful completion of thihat the Minister had in his possession for some two weeks
sale to Tenneco Gas of the Pipelines Authority of Soutta report that caused him concern. The Minister made no
Australia. The contracts were signed last Friday morning, anéurther contact with the TAB until 24 hours later, after he and
it was with some delight that moneys to the tune ofthe Premier received a letter from the Chairman of the TAB
$304 million were transferred automatically to the coffers offormally advising them of the new arrangements.
the Government. In addition, | received a dividend cheque The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: If the honourable member
from PASA of $17.3 million. Itis a successful conclusion to had listened, he would have learned that that document of
what | believe has been a very professionally manage@0 May involved purely concepts. It raised areas of concern.
process, and great credit should go to the Asset Managemelhtwas just an idea. There was nothing in it that could be
Task Force for the way in which it conducted the sale. It istreated as genuine financial information. In fact, we did not
pleasing from a number of points of view, not only the dollarsget any genuine financial information until the Saturday after
involved but also the economic development that will flowthe Estimates Committee. As a result of the Estimates
as a result of Tenneco being the owner of our pipelineCommittee, we got a copy of the contract. On Saturday
together with opportunities for PASA employees who will bemorning, | sat down and prepared a series of questions to the
able to work in a more global situation than they have in theTAB, and that included seeking additional information, when
past. we asked the question, ‘What financial advice was available

There were a number of complications, and a number ofo the board when it made its decision on 17 June?’ As a
resolutions had to be finalised prior to that event. Of courseiesult of that letter, at last we got back some factual
that included the completion of the new gas haulage contractsformation that should have been made available to me right
with PASAs customers, namely, SAGASCO and thefrom the start. There is no earthly reason why | should not
Electricity Trust of South Australia, as well as the negotiationhave been provided with the factual information that the
of various contractual arrangements with the Cooper Basihoard used on 17 June when it made its decision. This is what
producers, including the major interest holder, Santos. Ave found in that information when we started, by direction—
transitional services agreement has been put in place to Members interjecting:
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The Hon. H. Allison: Or did you get it first? Australia to permeate. | wonder what the Minister can report
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Well, you might have. to the House on this matter.

Members interjecting: The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: It is interesting to put some
The SPEAKER: Order! very positive news before the House. | thank the honourable

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: There is every chance that member for his expanding interest in the area of tourism. The
the Opposition might already have had that document. latest figures show there has been a 32 per cent increase in
certainly had to get, by direction, that document. | will readtourism numbers from the United States, up to 34 200,
two paragraphs of the document. This is the information—compared with a national increase of about 3 per cent. That

Members interjecting: is quite an amazing increase to come into South Australia. It

The SPEAKER: Order! is due to the fact that, for the first time in the United States,

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: —that the board members We have spent a lot of time focusing on the rural outback on

had available to them when they made that decision whicRUr ecotourism, and in particular on food and wine. Those
was not passed onto me: sorts of experiences have really become very important to the

We estimate that in the initial stages turnover would be impacted.Ame”Can VIS'For'. . . .
Research indicates a negative effect of 2.5 per cent. We estimate that 1he commission and its north American representatives
this could be approximately 5 per cent or a $25 million turnover, buhave undertaken significant consumer advertising, media
this would reduce as customer acceptance of the TAB form guid ublicity and industry marking programs which have

increases. In the medium to long term, it is considered there will b ; : ; : pres
little, if any, residual effect. Lost revenue in year 1 would most likely chieved a much greater reach in this hitherto .d'ff'CUIt
exceed the savings in expenditure. If the projection of 5 per cerffarket. The US experience has also been reflected in the fact

negative effect is correct, $3 million revenue would be lost comparethat South Australia outshone the rest of Australia for the first

to a savings in expenditure of at least $1.36 million. A 2.5 per centime in international visitation stakes in the latest visitor
reduction in turnover would result in us being close to break even Burvey figures.

year 1. ) ) . The IVS figures show a 22 per cent increase in the number
That was there: in the meantime, the Premier— of international visitors to South Australia last year, and that
Members interjecting: is far in excess of the 12 per cent national increase. These

_The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart has had a figures represent the first increase South Australia has
fair go. The Chair does not want to speak to him again.  experienced in five years and the highest growth recorded by
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | would like briefly torefer  any Australian State in 1994. Increases have occurred in
to the replies that | received subsequent to that when | wroterms of visitors from such countries as Germany, Hong
back to the Chairman of the TAB, soliciting further answerskong, Singapore, New Zealand, France and the United

to questions. It particularly related, because | was trying t&ingdom, and the increase has been about 20 per cent.
ascertain the reasons why the Premier, the Leader of the

Opposition and others had been misled. In the Chairman’s TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
letter of the twenty-sixth to me, they factored in a 2.9 per cent
loss of turnover. The letter states: Mr FOLEY (Hart): My question is directed to the

The board has conservatively factored into calculations foMinister for Recreation, Sport and Racing.
turnover in 1995-96 a possible negative effect of $15 million or ~ Mr Brindal: Give it a rest.
2.9 per cent. Members interjecting:
So, they were starting to plan on a negative effect, although The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart.
they had written to us the previous week, just before Esti- MrFOLEY: Thank you, Sir, for your protection from the
mates Committees, and said that they were going to savsterjections of the member for Unley.
$1 million. | then wrote back to the TAB just to get that  Members interjecting:
matter clarified, and the goal post shifted again. A day later, The SPEAKER: | suggest that the honourable member

| got another letter back from the TAB, stating: ask his question. . .
In consideration of the budget for 1995-96, the board have setthe Mr FOLEY: Thank you, Sir; I will not be deterred by
probable scenario at a loss of $5 million turnover. these tactics to frustrate me.

So, overnight, the reduction came from $15 million to Members interjecting:

$5 million, or from an $11.74 million loss down to a  1he SPEAKER: Order!

$580 000 loss. The goal post is starting to shift. It makes it MrFOLEY: | shifted the goal post.

very difficult for me as the Minister for Recreation, Sportand 1he SPEAKER: | suggest that the honourable member
Racing, relying on the Chairman to provide you with correct2SK his question. o .

financial information when, every time you write to him, they ~ MrFOLEY: Will the Minister confirm that the TAB had
shift the goal post and we see such a massive disparity in tft€en acting with his full support and knowledge for over 12

numbers being presented to the Government. months in developing plans to produce its own form guide,
that he had been provided with constant briefings by the TAB
TOURISM, UNITED STATES Board and management during that period; and that at a

meeting prior to 7 June he was even offered an opportunity
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Will the Minister for Tourism to view a mock-up of the TAB’s new form guide? The

inform the House of progress being made by the Soutl®pposition has also been advised that over six months ago the
Australian Tourism Commission in promoting South Minister had approved a five year business plan for the TAB
Australia in the United States, and how does any improvewhich recommended options to produce its own form guide
ment in our position in the United States compare with the¢hat would have ended the present arrangements with the
number of visitors we are receiving from other parts ofAdvertiser
world? The Minister knows that the American market has The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | will make this statement
been one that has traditionally been difficult for all parts ofonly once more: to my knowledge, general discussion has
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occurred within the racing industry for at least 18 monthscent, which happens to be the Commonwealth discount rate
and maybe two or three years, about this whole question df assessing projects. The discount rate in South Australia is
whether— 7 per cent and in Queensland it is 6 per cent. If you were to

The Hon. S.J. Baker interjecting: use either the Queensland or the South Australian discount

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: —as the Deputy Premier rate, you would get a positive cash flow now out of the Alice
says, for about five years—we should or should not have afiprings to Darwin rail link. It is also predicated on the basis
independent newspaper, such as the one in Western Australif. 3 per cent growth in the Northern Territory. However, |
Anyone associated with racing knows that, but we also knowefer members to the ABS figures to March of this current
that it has to stack up. The warning bells were in thafinancial year, which show that growth in the Northern
document of 30 May and spelt out very clearly what couldTerritory has been 7.38 per cent. Once again, that is a factor
happen if they went down that particular track. As far as Ithat would tip the line over to being in a positive cash flow
was concerned, there was no evidence to indicate that thejtuation now, not later.

were going to make that move and, if they were going to In addition, this whole project is sensitive to freight

make that move, one would have expected them to come bagk /o ent. If you have a look at the Wran committee report
and give me some hard, financial information on which tha ou see that it has made a judgment based on 1994 figurés
mo_\r/ﬁ wgu_ldf.be based. f the thirtieth full of all th Once again, the ABS figures for 1994-95 show a minimum
e briefing paper of the thirtieth was full of all the 54 har cent and possibly a 30 per centincrease in freight rates
problems associated with going down that track, and all th nd volumes between Adelaide and Darwin. Another

hon%tlj_ra;]blﬁ n}embﬁr i? :]ry(ijng 50 doisto "IIUddy the v(;/actjers anréq}eresting point in the analysis is that the project has been
establish the fact that | had a document. It contained ideas ang\ ated as a Tarcoola to Darwin line. | do not need to point

bells were there that it was high risk stuff. Everyone acknow%t to the House that Tarcoola is not a great source of freight
. e L - running to the Northern Territory. It ought to be assessed as
ledged that it was high risk stuff, and it did not raise much 9 y 9

. - an Adelaide to Darwin line and not a Tarcoola to Darwin line.
interest from me because of that. If they had been respon&b?e

as a TAB Board and a TAB administration, they would have Also, we have seen an independent consultant’s report
come to me when they had that document prepared for thigrepared by Travers Morgan, and it relates to major develop-
meeting on the seventeenth and said, ‘Minister, we havenents that could be stimulated by the provision of a railway
prepared this detailed briefing note for the board on 17 Jundne. It goes on to note that the South Australian steel project
hereitis’, and let me have alook at it. However, | did not getis one such project that would add some $240 million to the
that: the very first contact | had from the TAB administrationresource cost savings that have been identified already. The
after it had given me that 30 May document, which was fullTravers Morgan report identifies this potential, yet it steps
of the problems, was a telephone call from the Manager of theack from including it in the public interest benefits in the

TAB— calculations of the assumptions of the viability of the line.
An honourable member interjecting: Once again, we have another set of circumstances which
The SPEAKER: Order! clearly indicates that this line has the possibility to generate
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: —and the result of that @ positive cash flow now rather than waiting until the year

telephone call is on the public record. 2005.

On the assessment that has been put forward, there is a
benefit cost ratio of 78¢; that is, for every dollar invested in
the infrastructure, there is a 78¢ return based on the very
Fonservative estimates. Itignores the benefits to which | have

ferred regarding mineral prospects in the northern part of

outh Australia; it discounts entirely the opening up to
ﬁustralia of a new door to the international markets of Asia;

nd it says that the opening of the line will attract only some

ALICE SPRINGS TO DARWIN RAILWAY

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Will the Minister for
Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional
Development report to the House on any discussions he mig
have had with the new Northern Territory Chief Minister, Mr
Shane Stone, about the proposed Alice Springs to Darwi
railway, and what plans have been put in place in Sout . .
Austrglia o try to bF;ing this project cl%ser tg reality? The per cent of container traffic out of the ports of Melbourne

Wran committee recently released a report highlighting théﬂnd Sydney. If you cut a minimum of four to five days on a

predicted costs and freight needed to make this proposecéDntailner going from l_\/Ierourne to Sydney to Singapore, the
railway viable world’s largest container port, you must be able to attract

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The South Australian Govern- More than 5 per cent of that traffic to the rail link. So the land

ment, through the Economic Development Authority, and th _ridging component has been discounted in a very conserva-
Department of Industry Development in the Northern Ve way.
Territory are to work together cooperatively to look at the  We propose to access the further consultant’s report upon
Wran committee report and, in particular, the consultant'svhich this assumption has been made and, as a joint South
reports upon which the recommendations were based to dsustralian Government-Northern Territory Government
further work and assessment. Indeed, further work andelegation, we intend to approach the Commonwealth and
assessment is required, because it seems clear to me thegy, ‘The Wran committee has identified this project as being
whilst the Wran committee has given a tick to the railway lineimportant in the long term—that is, 2005:; based on the
in due course, it has been prepared to discount the fact thassumptions contained in this report but in reviewing the
on economically viable grounds—that is, with a positive castconsultant’s report upon which these assumptions have been
flow—it could be built in the short term well before the year made, we can demonstrate the viability, that is, a positive
2005. cash flow, of that railway line in the short term, not the long

If you look at the report, you see that it is based on aerm, and therefore there ought to be a commitment to build
number of assumptions, one being a discount rate of 8 perow, not after the year 2005.’
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TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD in 1995-96 a possible negative effect of $15 million or 2.9 per cent.

That is for 1995-96. One day later the Chair of that same
board wrote again to the Minister and said:

In considering the budget for 1995-96, the board has set the
probable scenario at a loss of $5 million turnover.

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):
Given that the Premier today would not give his full support
to TAB Board members Fricker, Kelly and Hodge, who voted
for the new form guide, does he still have full confidence in o
the Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing, given thdn Other words, in just 24 hours the loss went from
Minister’s ro'e in the introduction Of the new TABForm $15 m|"|0n to $5 m|"|on. That IS '[O'[a"y Unacceptab|e fl’0m
guide? The Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing told thény board of any statutory authority of South Australia, and
Estimates Committee that, when he received a letter from thig/ill not put up with a board Chairman deliberately misrep-
Chairman of the TAB on 22 June advising him of the neWr_ese_ntmg the facts to me and to his Mln_lster. Furthermore, |
contract, he had no knowledge of what was in that contracfind it absolutely shabby that the Chairman of the board,
On 6 April this year the Minister told Parliament that as aMr Cousins, should send a copy of his letter to the member
that comes across [his] desk’. Did that happen again, and wilf 0 me as Premier. | make it quite clear that, like the

the Premier thank the Minister in the same way that he halflinister, | am awaiting the response from the Chair of the
thanked Mr Schilling today? TAB Board to the letter that has been sent to him today so

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: To start with. the Leader of thatthis Government can consider what further action should

the Opposition misquoted what | said earlier. | said | had 4hen e taken.
lack of confidence in the Chair of the TAB, Mr Cousins. |
have confidence in the Minister. | give the House further vital QUEEN ELIZABETH HOSPITAL

information WhICh- ha_s ]u.st Mr ROSSI (Lee): Can the Minister for Health assure the
Members interjecting: H hat th Elizabeth Hospital i T
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | suggest honourable HOUSe thatthe Queen Elizabeth Hospital is continuing to
: : provide high quality service to the people of the western

members listen to this, because some vital information hag .\ o<~ \With your leave, Mr Speaker, and the leave of the

just come to hand thi§ afternoon, which shows why | IaCkHouse I will fix up the member for Spence. Last Thursda:

confidence in the Chair (.)f th? TA.B E}oard. | was contacted b?/ a concerned eldefl)y citizen who said l‘h)él‘
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: a leaflet had been distributed to her from the Port Adelaide
The SPEAKER: Order! Community Health Centre—which is set up with robots of
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Listen. | related to the House he opposition—stating that Queen Elizabeth Hospital would

earlier that | opened the letter from the Chair of the TABpg cjosed in a few years and another one would be built at
Board at 6 o'clock. I left my office at 5.15 that afternoon: the The | evels. Can the Minister expand on this matter?

letter had not arrived. When | returned to my desk at 6  +ha Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for

o'clock it had just been delivered. | found out this afternoon; g for his question: he is a continual advocate for the Queen
that a letter containing exactly the same information Wasi;apeth Hospital, which as we know is very close to his
faxed to the member for Hart at 4.23 that same afternoon. Sy ctorate. | am delighted to inform the House that Queen
the Chair of the TAB— Elizabeth Hospital will continue to provide its high quality
Members interjecting: o , services to the people in the western suburbs. It has done so
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will resume his seat. g many years, and it will continue to do so. | was very
An honourable member interjecting: disturbed to see that quite obviously fallacious flier from the
The SPEAKER: | warn the member for Hart. Port Adelaide Community Health Centre. | was also very
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Mr Speaker, the Chair of the disturbed to hear about some serious allegations being spread
TAB Board apparently thought it was more important to senchy the member for Elizabeth—that the Queen Elizabeth—
a fax from the SATAB—as it appears on the letterhead—to  Members interjecting:
the ‘Hon. Mr K. Foley, Opposition Minister, Recreation,  The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Yes, the member for
Sportand Racing’, at4.23 in the afternoon; and that | shoulg|izaheth, The member for Elizabeth was spreading some
receive a copy at 6 p.m. Itis quite clear that the member fof,ey serious allegations that the Queen Elizabeth Hospital
Hartis now the political wing of the Chair of the TAB Board. 4jjegedly was providing services at a standard less than we
Members interjecting: _ in South Australia have come to expect. In fact, | was alerted
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Chair of the TAB Board  tg a situation on 16 June that borders on slapstick worthy of
apparently thinks it is more important to tell the member forthe Keystone Cops (although, given the honourable member’s
Hart what the TAB Board is doing about producing its ownideological stance, slapstick worthy of the Marx Brothers is
newspaper, rather than letting me know as Premier of thigyore likely). However, it appears that the member for
State. That is the very problem that South Australia had withe|izabeth wanted to attack the Government and, hearing that
the State Bank. | heard what the member for Giles said whejhe Queen Elizabeth Hospital's three year quality standards
this issue was raised a few minutes ago. The member fQfccreditation was due to expire on 30 June, the honourable
Giles interjected across the House, ‘That's exactly thenember sought to find something or other—anything would

problem that Bannon was having with the board of the Statgo—to suggest that the Queen Elizabeth Hospital's exempla-
Bank'—and it is. | will read to the House what the Chair of ry standards were S||pp|ng under this Government.

the board has said in two subsequent letters. On 26 June this g5 on 15 June an Adelaide television station was

year he sent a letter to the Minister stating: contacted and told that the Queen Elizabeth Hospital risked
The board has conservatively factored into calculations folosing its accreditation with the Australian Council on Health
turnover— Care Standards and that the member for Elizabeth had several

that is, for the TAB Board— horror stories to back this up. This is an example, as we have
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seen many times before, of the fact that the member fdior this be that our society is becoming more and more
Elizabeth is the sort of person who believes that the plural ofolerant of and conditioned to violence?
anecdote is data. The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | thank the member for
The television station, having heard this rumour andHanson for his question because it provides the opportunity
having been told by the member for Elizabeth about what wak get right a few of the facts on this subject. Let me say at
going on, telephoned the Queen Elizabeth Hospital anthe outset that | am deeply concerned at any increase in the
checked out the story. The station was told that the Australianumber of reports of child abuse in this State, and | should
Council on Health Care Standards had conducted an appraidifde to take the opportunity provided by the honourable
of the quality standards at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital anthember to inform the House of strategies and plans being
had already certified the hospital as meeting in every respeundertaken for the prevention of such abuse in this State and
the standards of quality it demanded for accreditation; th@ationally and in inter-agency cooperation between Govern-
hospital had had its accreditation renewed for another threment departments, which is extremely important. I, too, have
years and had received notice of that late last year. Thieeen very concerned about the misinformation that has
television station in question dropped the story, but the keyecently been peddled in this State by the shadow Minister,
is that it forgot to tell the member for Elizabeth. the member for Elizabeth, in regard to a number of these
Further, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital was concerned thigsues. | would have thought that, with something as import-
its deservedly good name might be publicly sledged for doingint as this subject, the action being taken by the State and
something it had not done, so the hospital telephoned theéommonwealth Governments would be supported.
member for Elizabeth to see whether it could check the facts A national strategy for the prevention of child abuse and
about these alleged horror stories. The Queen Elizabetteglect has now been endorsed by all Australian Govern-
Hospital was told by the member for Elizabeth’s press officements. South Australia fully supports this strategy and is
that it was none of its business: no, they were not interestegpresented on the National Child Protection Council. This
in checking out the facts first. The next morning—16 June—strategy aims to create a climate in which the community can
the member for Elizabeth called a press conference at thgee the extent of this problem and also consider positive ways
QEH and promptly told the only reporter who turned up thatto deal with it. A State response is also being set up to
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital risked losing its accreditationcomplement this national strategy. The Director of Mission
The Queen Elizabeth Hospital immediately produced it$SA (Mr Paul Maddern) has agreed to my request to chair a
certificate of accreditation, which takes it through to 1998joint Government and non-Government child protection
What about the horror stories? working group to ensure that prevention programs are
The Hon. H. Allison interjecting: coordinated in South Australia, and it is important that that

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: As the member for should happen.
Gordon says, he can provide hundreds of horror stories like In addition, my colleagues in health and education are
this from Mount Gambier that are just as good. To this daymeeting with me soon to formally endorse the setting up of
the QEH has never been given any example of the name&h interdepartmental committee in this State to make sure that
dates or places of any of these so-called horror stories, affiéchanisms are available to address legal policy and service
the only thing it can say positively is that it has nevermatters relating to the care and protection of children in South
received anything about these complaints. Perhaps if thAustralia. Finally, let me say that child abuse and neglect are
member for Elizabeth tells the hospital these details, if theyproblems for all of us to consider, and we must continue to
exist, the hospital can check the facts, and if there is any basi¢ Vigilant to make sure that children in this State are kept
of fact in the allegations it can then correct the situation. isafe and free from harm.
encourage the member for Elizabeth to supply those details
as soon as possible, and in future, if hospitals telephone and EMERGENCY SERVICES MINISTER

ask her to correct the facts, she will be very wise to do so. ) .
y Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Will the Premier tell the House
POLICE. ENTERPRISE BARGAINING whether the embattled Minister for Emergency Services still
' has his confidence given the Premier’s personal intervention

Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Will the Premier ensure that t0 relieve the Minister of key responsibilities in relation to the
public safety is not compromised by ruling out the standingSouth Australian Police Force? The Opposition has been
down of police officers as a result of work bans on red lightinformed that the Premier expressed his strong disapproval
cameras, speed cameras and other revenue-related measuféghe Minister's handling of police matters at a meeting last

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Industrial negotiations are week betweer_1 himself, the Minister and the Minister for
proceeding with the Police Association and the Departmerf'dustrial Affairs, and that he asked that the more capable
of Industrial Affairs, and, from what | have heard from theM|r)|ster for Industrial Affairs sort out the matter for his
Minister for Industrial Affairs, | understand that those mattergunior colleague. .
are proceeding and progressing well. Therefore, | see thatit The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It is very easy for the

is very unlikely that any such industrial action will even Opposition to fabricate something in this House and make out
occur. that it is fact. There was only one meeting between the

Minister for Emergency Services, the Minister for Industrial
CHILD ABUSE Affairs and me last week, and it lasted about 1%2 minutes. The
Treasurer was there, as well, so the Opposition has got that
Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): Will the Minister for Family ~ wrong, too. In that very brief meeting, both Ministers
and Community Services say what steps are being taken taitlined how they thought they were making significant
try to curb the incidence of child abuse in South Australiatheadway in negotiations with the Police Association.
I note recent media reports that quoted an increase in the Members interjecting:
number of child abuse cases in this State. Could the reason The SPEAKER: Order!
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The Hon. DEAN BROWN: That is right. They were SCHILLING, MR MICHAEL
making significant headway, and they sought approval to be
able to make certain offers to the Police Association. That The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Will
approval was given. the Premier release details of Mr Michael Schilling’s
termination package? Given that Mr Schilling’s remunera-
tion, as advised to the House on 8 March 1994, comprised a
EYRE PENINSULA base salary of $111 000, an allowance of $64 500, a car,

. . ) - superannuation contributions and special eligibility for a
Mrs PENF(_)LD_(FImders). will _the Minister for $20 000 bonus payment, can the Premier advise whether Mr
Primary Industries give the House details of the recommendas ;g has ever received that bonus payment? Does his
tions of the task force which was established to develop )

range of strategies for the reconstruction and revitalisation rmination package include a confidentiality clause about the
9 . 9 eal reasons for his sacking?
Eyre Peninsula?

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The termination of his
The Hon. D.S. BAKER: I thank the honourable member contract does not include a confidentiality clause. | gave the
for her question and continued interest in this matter. It igeal reason to the House this afternoon, and that is clearly
correct that the task force on Eyre Peninsula has finished itgated in the letter to Mr Schilling. In terms of the basis on
deliberations, and it handed its report to me on Friday nightwhich Mr Schilling would receive payment, that is to be
I pay tribute to the Hon. Caroline Schaefer for her chairingnegotiated by the Crown Solicitor on behalf of the Govern-
of that committee and to the Hon. Frank Blevins for hisment, and that will be done over the next week or so. The
involvement in it. Some 500 organisations were written toconditions that apply are quite specific. They are in the
The committee received 95 written submissions, there wergontract and they are quite clear in terms of the basis on
59 personal representations and 380 people attended publigich any payment would be made.
meetings in the area.

positive about its future. It wants a range of measures to bEINt oLthe Pren;@ﬁ_r’s statement to the House on 8 March
implemented under the exceptional circumstances legislatiof 94 that Mr Schi |.ng‘s appointment was m,ade ',n recogni-
tion of his expertise in ‘change management’ and ‘restructur-

with the Federal Government. The report will now be:

considered by the Department of Primary Industries, and ¥1g Of Iarge_organi_s_ati(’)ns’ making hir_n ‘the obvio_us _choice
will be forwarded to the Hon. Bob Collins, the Federal or this crucial position’, can the Premier now advise in what

Minister for Primary Industries, and, of course, it will go to 27€aS was Mr Schilling’s performance in this crucial position

the Cabinet of the South Australian Government inadequate, given that the Premier has made no suggestion
' of impropriety or incompetence against Mr Schilling?

Itis very pleasing to note that everyone on the committee The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | indicated that to the House
highlighted the fact that, with some minor changes over thergpis afternoon. | do not know why the Leader of the Opposi-
there is a very good and profitable long-term future for thgjon does not do the simple thing and read my ministerial
people living in the area and doing business there. Theyiatement. It was all about the style of management. | also
acknowledged that we have probably been through some gbinted out, as the Leader of the Opposition has quite rightly
the worst four or five years in farming history since the lastsaiq, that | thought Mr Schilling was the appropriate person
depression. The recommendations will be considered ang head Governmentin the public sector on our appointment
there will be discussions with the Federal Primary Industriegter the election. In fact, this afternoon | thanked Mr
Department. In due course, after consideration in the Sou@chilling for what he has done. There is no doubt that we

Australian Cabinet, | hope that Senator Bob Collins will hgye made enormous headway in the past 18 months with
make announcements which will be beneficial to the longregard to reducing the size of the public sector and in

The report states that the district, and the area, is ve;% The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): In

term interests of those people. overcoming the Government’s financial problems. Mr
Schilling has been the driving force in that.
POLICE RESPONSE TIME The Hon. M.D. Rann: Why has the Premier sacked him?

The SPEAKER: Order! | will name the Leader of the
Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Will the Minister for Emergen-  Opposition if he continues.
cy Services confirm that police were called to his home one The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | point out to the House that
night during the past week or so, that the call took 13 minutethe Government now sees a different phase developing for
and that he has complained to the force about that length &outh Australia—a long-term strategic development phase—
time and has sought an inquiry as to why it took so long? and it believes that a change in management style of the
The SPEAKER: Order! Before the Minister replies, | management for the public sector is now important. That is

suggest that questions relating to Ministers’ or membersWhy the change has been made.

private homes are, if not out of order, inappropriate. |

therefore leave it to the Minister to answer, but the Chair is GREENING URBSA(E\IH?E?A%TH AUSTRALIA
less than impressed by the question.

The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: There was no telephone Mrs HALL (Coles): As part of the Government’s election
call for police to come to my house. In addition, my burglarcommitment to assist unemployed people to obtain work-
alarm did not go off in the past week. Therefore, police havdased training, can the Minister for Employment, Training
not been asked to respond to a call either through my burgland Further Education provide details of the latest projects
alarm, or for assistance. Therefore, there has been rapproved under the Greening Urban South Australia scheme?
complaint or a request for information, and there has been no The Hon. R.B. SUCH:I thank the member for Coles for
request for a report to be prepared. that question. She is another one of our hardworking mem-
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bers. The second phase of Greening Urban South Australfeshery. The Government recognises SAFIC as the peak body.
was recently announced. That program will create an extrbn fact, some of the extension services which are carried out
100 places in South Australia. Itis a training program whichby the Fisheries Department will be contracted out to SAFIC
leads to employment; it is not a matter of training people forto help with the management of the fishery. This will help
the sake of it. It involves training in horticulture, landscapingSouth Australian fishing folk and associations to understand
and related skills. that SAFIC is there to help the Government of the day
The tasks that will be undertaken encompass various areasanage the fishery so that there can be long-term sustain-
of the State and involve main street beautification, upgradability in the fishery. | think that that has been a plus. There
of War Memorial areas, restoration of the old gaol at Henleyhave been some changes—some fees have gone up and some
and Grange, and so the list goes on. Areas involved includeave come down. With the cooperation of SAFIC, hopefully
Renmark, Moonta and Kadina, West Torrens, Munno Parayve will have a long-term sustainable fishery in South
Burnside, Henley and Grange, Saddleworth and AuburrAustralia.
Burra, Ceduna, Mannum and one in which you, Mr Speaker,

will be very interested at Coober Pedy which will result in the NATIONAL PARKS
creation of a plant propagation centre as well as extensions ) .
to the local golf course and other recreational facilities. Mr EVANS (Davenport): Will the Minister for the

Government. It is now at stage 2 and it represents, in thi8f our national parks? The World Wide Funds for Nature’s
second stage, a commitment of more than $1.2 million whictpational report card, which has just been released, gave South
is supported by the Commonwealth and by local governmerfiustralia and Tasmania a D-plus for their national parks.
authorities. It will benefit the young people involved, the ~ The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | found it rather interesting
environment and the community at large. It is anotheithat Victoria and Western Australia both rated Ds as well. |
example of the Government getting on and training people fdtist wonder where the politics in all this might happen to rest!
real jobs, for permanent positions, and delivering the goodkget tired of people continually knocking our parks system

and enhancing the environment at the same time. when our parks have the potential to be one of the greatest
promotional tools and conservation assets in this State. No-
FISHING LICENCES one should underestimate the magnitude of issues such as the

resourcing of our national parks. When one looks at the ratio

Mr KERIN (Frome): Will the Minister for Primary of parks to people in South Australia, one sees that our
Industries outline the new commercial fishing licence feef0 million hectares of parks equates to about 20 hectares per
and arrangements which have been made so that there is futlan, woman and child.
cost recovery from the fishing industry? How we best resource our national parks needs to be

The Hon. D.S. BAKER: | thank the honourable member looked at systematically and may also need innovation (and
for his ongoing interest in the Fisheries Department. Ther¢ have indicated so on a number of occasions) from other
have been changes quite recently in the fishing industry, asreas, such as assistance from the private sector or increased
many members will no doubt have heard. However, ninénvolvement through other Government agencies, including
months ago, the General Manager of Fisheries was taken afforrectional Services and Family and Community Services.
line to carry out a complete review of professional fisheriedVe should not underestimate the fantastic support that is
and the way in which they are managed in South Australigprovided to the parks system in this State by the volunteers—
There is no doubt that they had been let go for many yeanhe Friends of Parks groups and the consultative committees.
and the management needed to be looked at to bring itwas interested in this puerile attempt to grade our parks
properly into the twenty-first century. system, particularly when the report offered nothing construc-

After that review, it was decided that we should talk to thetive. It did not take into account the recently announced
South Australian Fishing Industry Council (SAFIC) to ensureinitiatives which automatically rendered the report out of date
that we had discussed with it the range of changes that miglind which | suggest shows its embarrassing lack of credibili-
be necessary. SAFIC proposed that we should charge the fiyl.
attributable cost for licence fees. That means that a fishery Because Question Time has now come to an end, | will
resource or a fishery will pay only the costs directly attributectake this opportunity to go through a number of the initiatives
to it in surveillance and management as those professiongiat have been introduced recently by this Government. The
fishermen go about their business. initiatives include the selection of nine national parks—

We also agreed with SAFIC that money should be seFlinders Chase, Innes, Deep Creek, Morialta, Belair, Cleland,
aside for exceptional circumstances. Sometimes research h@sorong, Flinders Ranges and Witjira—as ‘priority’ to bring
to be carried out across the broad fishery. A recent exampltaem up to world standard. We have made available, through
of that is the problem in the pilchard fishery. In some areashe most recent budget, the sum of $2.9 million for road
especially the marine scale fishery, SAFIC thought that thergnprovements, improved signage and interpretation facilities.
was a need for reconstruction—everyone would agree witkVe are spending $1 million on protection work and visitor
that—and therefore a sum of money was put aside for thatfacilities around the Mound Springs and Lake Eyre Basin.
After the matter went through Cabinet last week, | briefed théThere is the commitment, including $50 000 in funding, to
Opposition, the member for Playford and the shadowpromote Aboriginal involvement in parks management. There
Minister and the announcement was made. will be an acceleration of the biological survey through an

| pay tribute to SAFIC. The Government has recognisedncrease in funding of $300 000 to survey the State’s fauna
that there must be a peak body in this area. The whole fishingnd flora. The final initiative is the forthcoming move to
industry had become fragmented. Organisational structuregpoint a national parks council as part of a program to gain
were put in place which were not going through the peaknvolvement from the corporate sector and to promote and
body, and it was becoming very difficult to manage theraise the profile of parks in South Australia.
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Our parks represent a great challenge. | wish that theumber of people who come into this area to attend that
people who unaccountably pass judgment had joined usvent. If people book as far away from Gawler as McLaren
yesterday for the opening of the Seal Bay visitor's centre s&ale to attend that event, it is an indication of the increase in
that they could see some of the outstanding work that is goinpurism and money that will come into our area if we can,
on in this State. | very much appreciate the support anfirst, build the equestrian park and, secondly, procure
commitment that is shown by officers of the National Parkssomething as exciting as the Gawler Three Day Event.
and Wildlife Service in this State. | think that we can all be  The employment that would be generated from this park
proud of that service and of the national parks that we haveould be associated with things that need to happen with
in South Australia. horses, such as apprentice jockeys and stable hands. It would
give the unemployed youth, for whom transport is a problem
because they cannot get outside the area to access employ-
ment, a chance to work locally. Certainly there is an attraction
for veterinary clinics, fodder stores and saddlery, which could
be located on the complex and staffed directly from the site.

GRIEVANCE DEBATE There are a lot of other issues that people have suggested
) o could spin off from this and education is one of them. We

The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the could offer TAFE courses from the complex that would
House note grievances. provide information on land management and equine

veterinary courses. | cannot speak highly enough of the

Mrs ROSENBERG (Kaurna): | rise to put onrecord my — soythern Development Board regarding the way in which it
support and enthusiasm for a project which has been workeghs approached this issue.

on in my electorate for some time and which, with the support

of the Southern Development Board, looks like taking form—  Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): | wish to fill in some gaps in
that is, the development that might be called the southerthe story that the Minister for Health told during Question
region equestrian park. Recently the Southern Developmenime. It is very important that we have the total picture in
Board, with other members attached to a group, employefiont of us before we make judgments, decisions and so on.
Rob Tonge and Associates to look at tourism in the southerpwil| outline the rest of the story. Around 12, 13 or 14 June
area. The report of Rob Tonge and his group indicated thae were contacted by people in the western suburbs in
there was huge potential in the southern area which was ngéjation to a number of issues of concern about their treatment
being tapped for a range of reasons, including the disunityt the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. | will give details. The first
within tourism groups in the electorate. incident occurred with an 87 year old woman who was a
I am glad to say that the coming together of a range oprivate patient at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, who had renal
groups to work on the southern region equestrian park is aroblems and who was placed in a four-bed room with two
indication that we have heard the message loudly and clearlsaen, both of whom at various times of the day urinated in full
The groups are now starting to work very closely together taiew of that woman and another woman also in the room and
make sure that this development proceeds. What cannot lagen proceeded to wipe themselves down. The same woman,
stressed enough is the importance of this development in thgearing a hospital gown tied at the back (we are all familiar
Aldinga area with regard to tourism potential and employ-with the standard gown), was exposed to the men when she
ment, as we have some huge pockets of youth unemploymenirned over and was in full view of them when using a
which need attention. commode next to her bed because, when the curtains were
The piece of land that has been set aside at Aldinga by theulled across, they were too high up and people could see
Southern Development Board is bordered by Main Soutlunderneath them.
Road and Little Road. This piece of land currently is owned When staff told the woman'’s relatives that they should
by the Government through the previous Government'®ome back at a nominated time to ask the doctor about her
Urban Land Trust purchase. It comprises 35.94 hectares, bobndition, they were forced to find him elsewhere in the
at the moment the title is separated because the old Aldingsospital and he replied that he had not seen her for several
Road runs through it. The area is closed to access from Maitiays and did not have time to talk to them. Naturally, the
South Road and makes a perfect piece of land for this purpogsatient and her relatives were distressed about the conditions
as it has both hilly areas and flat areas. under which she had been left. | was concerned that this had
Itis proposed to set aside areas on the land for a trottingappened in one of our public hospitals. The family of that
track, race track, stables, an indoor arena, a cross count87 year old woman took her out of the Queen Elizabeth
course and a trail riding course. For those people who owhlospital and admitted her to a private hospital nearby.
horses and for those who choose to live in the Noarlunga We had also received information that a patient wanting
basin area because they own horses, this is an excitirtg consult an ear, nose and throat specialist at the Queen
project. The equestrian park will have the potential to hosElizabeth Hospital made an appointment in September last
national and international dressage and show jumping eventgear and was told that he could not see the specialist until 3
It will allow a unique opportunity to put in a concerted bid for April this year. That was later changed to 8 September this
the transfer of the Gawler Three Day Event to the Aldingayear. This is the sort of thing that is happening at that
area rather than lose it interstate. Quite frankly, Soutthospital. The same patient was told in April this year that, if
Australia cannot afford to lose those sorts of events. he wanted to change the September appointment, he would
With regard to tourism, there would be an increase in theot be able to see the specialist until June next year—at that
accommodation needs in surrounding areas and for restastage 14 months away. | believe those people. In relation to
rants, guided tours and leisure trail rides. Already motels irthe 87 year old woman, a number of members of her family
McLaren Vale say that they are completely booked out durindpacked up that concern. We asked her whether she had gone
the Gawler Three Day Event, and that is an indication of théo the hospital and spoken to the staff about the issue and she
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said ‘No’, because she was worried that, if she made &leighbourhood Watch launch programs. The recent crime
complaint, maybe it would be held against her in relation tdrends and statistics released by the Attorney-General were
her treatment. The Minister needs to understand that a lot afery encouraging for the Morphett Vale area and for the
people, particularly elderly people, who are sick feel that, ifwhole of the City of Noarlunga, which now has a crime rate
they make a complaint, it will be taken out on them later. lower than the State average.

In relation to the news article, a television station con-  Strategies put into place, as | have highlighted over the
tacted us about any particular issues happening in relation fast 12 months, also include truth in sentencing and the
hospitals, and we told them about those issues. Interestinglypung Offenders Act. We are also looking at redeployment
they turned up at the hospital but, more interestingly, we hadf 90 officers into policing duties. Police officers are now
two hospital staff members out there taking pictures of usooking after public transport as fully-fledged police officers
talking to the media. | would have thought it was moreand that is making enormous inroads into crime trends
important that they be inside the hospital looking afterthroughout South Australia, particularly in the southern area.
patients, which is their responsibility. Crime trends for 1994 showed a significant drop. The figures

Out of all of this, let us draw attention to the things thatreleased for Noarlunga show that in every instance our rate
really matter. First, our complaints are not about the Queenf offending is below the State average.

Elizabeth Hospital, which is doing the best it can under a | am very pleased to see this and all of us in the southern
difficult situation. Our complaints are about a hospital systenarea should be proud of this record. Obviously, more work
that is not funded adequately to do the job that it is supposestill needs to be done and we must continue to work as a
to do. Secondly, our concern is that we have a Minister wh@ommunity and be vigilant in reporting incidents. | encourage
has still not set up the independent complaints unit, agy constituents to contact 11444 if they see anything
required of him under the Medicare agreement: the Ministesuspicious. We have excellent police officers who are
sits back and makes fun of the complaints of people—oldiedicated to their job in serving the law and order arena of the
people in our community—about the hospital system. He sitsouth, and they will do a damn good job in catching these
back, makes fun, but does not set up the unit to deal witloffenders.

them. To the small business that telephoned, | say, ‘Show a bit

of responsibility.’ If it wants to sell security, let it do so based

Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): | rise to grieve this on the benefits that exist in a general and traditional sense,
afternoon after getting a phone call about 9 o’clock last nighhot by telephoning constituents and putting fear into them by
from one of my constituents, who was rather outraged aftesttempting to talk down the area. Imagine what senior citizens
aphone call he had had from a small business which, franklwould feel if at 9 p.m. they received a telephone call from this
does not have a long-term future if it continues to carry on thgompany to the effect that their area was a bad place in which
way it did with my constituent. When he answered the phoneto live and crime was on the increase. | do not think that that
the person calling did not introduce the company buivould give that person a very good sleep; and, in fact, itis an
introduced themselves by a single name and said, ‘Do yodbsolute untruth.
realise that you live in a very bad place, that crime is on the  We care for the south. We are committed to ensuring that
increase and that we can do something about this for you?hings continue to improve in that area. | have highlighted
They continued to try to put the fear of God into my constitu-what the Minister and the Government have done towards
ent. This is not the way that any small business should bgolicing a safer community in the south, and the figures are
doing business. | have always been a strong supporter, apa the board. | commend the actions of the police under
small business person myself, of businesses getting out theggiperintendent Jock Riach, and I look forward to seeing the
and trying to increase their sales and profitability. release of even better crime figures in future years as we

| believe that this company has decided to take this tackontinue to increase policing.
after two unfortunate incidents recently at two of the schools
in my electorate. | will not highlight that further, as 1donot ~ Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): | did not notice that the
believe that we need to bring those issues into the publi©pposition had nothing to talk about. | thought members
arena again: they were handled well by the principals andpposite were very good fabricators. | think the member for
staff of the schools and by the students and parents in tHelizabeth is one of the best lil o’ fabricators in the whole of
community. However, it does disappoint me when someong&exas.
wants to capitalise on an unfortunate situation in this manner. An honourable member interjecting:

The facts are that this security company is way out of line  Mr CAUDELL: The member for Hart would run a close
when it says that this area in my electorate is a bad area. | asgecond to the best of all fabricators | have met, followed by
proud of that part of my electorate and proud of the peopl¢he New Zealand sheep farmer, but the most interesting
and the way they go about their business in improving thdabrication | have ever heard in my whole life is that of the
amenity of the locality. It was the Morphett Vale area inmember for Elizabeth. When we attended a meeting on the
which the call and these accusations were made. ThElinders Medical Centre and someone gave a supposition
Morphett Vale area is a lovely part of my electorate. Theabout the possibility of problems in the intensive care unit,
people are proud of their gardens and are working hard twithin the space of one minute and a distance of about 200
improve the amenity of their locality. yards between the meeting hall and the press gallery the

Interestingly, | have just put out a press release whictmember for Elizabeth turned that possibility into an actual
talks about the southern suburbs being a safe place in whidhct. So, the member for Elizabeth would have to be one of
to live. | want recorded in this House this afternoon thatthe best fabricators | have ever heard.
since we came to government, seven additional police |wishto speak aboutthe funding of the State Emergency
detectives have been put into the Christies Beach policBervice and the fact that insurance companies in Australia do
station and a new police station has been set up at Aldingaot appear to be carrying their weight in that regard. Each
This year | have had the pleasure of being involved in siyear, the State Emergency Service saves most, if not all,



Tuesday 4 July 1995 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2673

insurance companies hundreds of thousands of dollars by The Minister made an astonishing claim in the House
providing a service in times of civil emergency. When atoday which threw me back into my seat: he stated that, on
natural disaster occurs, the State Emergency Service comésgune, two weeks before this important contract was signed,
to the aid of those who are distressed by patching up thke received from the TAB Board a detailed document
damage and making sure that their house or the particul@ontaining five pages of analyses, statistical data, financial
situation is made safe, and it minimises any further damagprojections, and the pros and cons (the pluses and possible
that may occur. This may be done with the aid of a tarpaulimegatives) of the options. The document, as the Minister said
to cover roof damage in order to minimise the amount otoday, could not be dismissed as just an options paper: it was
water and impact damage to a property and the saving & detailed document that outlined the pros and cons and the
homes from erosion in some beach side suburbs. risks associated with this measure. What did the Minister do?

The State Emergency Service does this at no direct cokie did nothing. He did not advis_e the Premier or his Cabinet
to the recipient or the insurance company. It providegolleagues: he sat and did nothing, and he allowed the TAB
immediate savings to insurance companies and recipient80ard to make its arrangements with the private printing
The SES provides the recipient with a letter to forward on tg"°mpany without being questioned.
their insurance company requesting a donation for the service What is even more of an indictment on the performance
that has been provided. Some insurance companies when tHlythis Minister is that, on Wednesday 21 June, 24 hours
receive this letter forward a donation. Alas, in some cases, tfeéfore the contract was signed, on his own admission, the
cheque is for only $50. The total amount received by the Stafdlinister was telephoned by the General Manager of the TAB,
Emergency Service from insurance companies in 1993-9%ho said, ‘Minister, we are about to sign a contract with
was less than 1 per cent of its total funding. One local Stat&-adillac Printing and to terminate our arrangements with the
Emergency Service used 2500 man hours in attendi dvertiser Eyen then, the Minister faHgd toring any alarm
emergencies. Based on $20 per hour for labour, that amourké§!ls: he failed to contact the Premier and his Cabinet

to $50 000 worth of labour. For that particular service, whichcolleagues and, what is more, he failed to direct the TAB
it provided to local suburbs, it received from insuranceBoard to proceed no further until he had taken the matter to

companies $2 754. Cabinet on the following Monday.
What happened? On Thursday, the contract was signed.

The State Emergency Service does not cost out tcfhe Premier and other members were advised to that effect.

insurance companies the hire and replacement of tarpauling e premier was absolutely outraged that the Minister had
Most tarpaulins supplied in an emergency situation Arfaken such a decision without consulting him and his

destroyed and very few can be used later. The SES leaves 88IIeagues. It was within the Premier’s right to telephone the

site its house jacks for propping up houses suffering fro”{%inister and say, ‘Minister, what have you done? The

erosion or impact damage. In most instances, the Stajgicier would have told the Premier what he had done.
Emergency Service has to telephone the insurance company An honourable member interjecting:

to get those things returned. The situation is no different ) |
interstate, and the Commonwealth Government has reduced ;\I—/IP;ngCtE\I(\!GV?EaEt?]EEVF\;S\tArr :?]astso) : dg\rgae;' to cover his
its funding to State emergency services. State and IOC%Iwn olitical Backside He has gmgarrassed the Premier and
government funding and fundraising activities in the Iocalt e Gpovernment To sa{ve his political backside. he is blamin
community is about all the funding that the State Emergen(:))_'e TAB Board énd the Chai?man Mr Bill Cdusins 1 wil 9
Service receives. It is about time that insurance companieg . ' o : .
picked up some of the tab for the State Emergency Servic ake_th|s statement very clear. It was the deC|_S|on_not of BI!|
Accordingly, | have recommended to the Minister for ~ouSINS but of a six-member board, which included:
Emergency Services that a levy be placed on insuran r Malcolm Fricker, appointed by the Minister; Mr Mark

: o . elly, appointed by the Minister; and Mr Rob Hodge
companies to assist in the funding of the State Emergency,, > . o
Service if insurance companies continue to fail to meet thei hairman of the SAJC and prominent member of the Liberal

" . L arty. | will not cop the Minister or the Premier laying the
financial obligations. blame on the Chairman of the TAB Board without laying the
blame on the entire board. For this Minister to think that he

an worm his way out of this political drama by blaming one
Eerson—one man—and not acknowledge that his own
. ) ' . appointments, one of whom is a member of his own political
do so on this occasion, and | congratulate him on hiparty who also endorses this strategy, is a disgraceful
contribution. approach, and it is an approach that this Parliament will not

Today in the House we have witnessed one of the turningccept. The Minister should resign or be sacked.
points of this Government—a Minister who has abrogated his The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
responsibility. Essentially, he has thrown up his hands anghember’s time has expired.
said, ‘l am not capable of being an effective Minister in this
Government.’” This Minister should resign his portfolio of ~ Mr VENNING (Custance): Today | want to bring up a
racing immediately. If he fails to do so, he should befavourite subject of mine, that is, either publicly or privately
dismissed by the Premier. What we heard today was aoperated passenger rail services. | refer particularly to the
admission by the Minister that for some 12 months he haBarossa Valley, where expressions of interest have already
been aware of the TAB Board’s intention to discontinue itsbeen called for by the Minister. | note today the reference to
arrangement with its present provider of form guides and tincreased tourism, and the Minister for Tourism has men-
contract out to a private printing company. What is worse, theéioned a 22 per cent increase in that area. In the Kapunda

Minister admitted today that on a number of occasions in theegion, the railway line has been upgraded for passenger
past couple of months he had received advice, he was awaservices. | am hopeful that one day we will see the reintroduc-
and he had been given details. tion of passenger services to Port Pirie, Port Augusta and

Mr FOLEY (Hart): | rise today to speak on the TAB
issue. However, | wish to say that there are few times that
concur wholeheartedly with the member for Mitchell, but |
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Whyalla. | wish to back up these comments by talking abouKapunda. We only have to have the will to go ahead with
the success of the Melbourne to Warrnambool rail passengstich a project and it will be a great success.
service, which is very similar to this project and which has
been operated by the Victorian Railway Company Pty Ltd,
trading as West Coast Railway, since 19 September 1993. To
operate this service, West Coast Railway has taken over APPROPRIATION BILL 1995
operation of the existing Public Transport Corporation
(V/Line) rail passenger service between Melbourne, Geelong The Hon. H. ALLISON (Gordon): | bring up the report
and Warrnambool. _ . of Estimates Committee A and move:
This rail service, operating overa total distance of 267km, That the report be received.
has been very successful, having taken passenger numbers )
from 240 000 to a projected 300 000 as at 30 June 1995, [n Motion carried. _ _
the first 12 months of operation the company broke even, The Hon. H. ALLISON: | bring up the minutes of
after paying all the costs involved in the changeover and thBroceedings of Estimates Committee A and move:
modifications, and it is forecasting quite a modest profit this  That the minutes of proceedings be incorporated in the votes and
year, so it has been very successful. The company runs thréeoceedings.
services in each direction between Melbourne and Motion carried.
Warrnambool on week days; two in each direction on
Saturdays; and one in each direction on Sundays. Mr BECKER (Peake): | bring up the report of Estimates
The current V/Line fare structure and charges continue t€ommittee B and move:
apply for all passengers using the train services on this line. hat the report be received.
Persons entitled to purchase tickets at concession fare are still . .
able to do so, and | understand that the Government still Motion carried. ) ) )
subsidises that. All existing free passes and business cards areM" BECKER: | bring up the minutes of proceedings of
also valid for use on the service. Passengers are able fptimates Committee B and move:
purchase tickets for travel at any station which is staffed, and That the minutes of proceedings be incorporated in the votes and
these tickets can be purchased prior to the day of travel. TheR§oceedings.
are currently four staffed stations. Motion carried.
Passengers are not able to reserve seating on this service,
because V/Line currently uses the Qantas computer system The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer): | move:
in Sydney and the cost was apparently too great. West Coast That the proposed expenditures referred to Estimates Commit-
Railway provides food and drink sales on all train servicesees A and B be agreed to.
between Warrnambool and Geelong in both directions seven
days a week. The service is also provided to and from MrCLARKE: Mr Acting Speaker, | draw your attention
Melbourne on week day afternoons, and catering arrangdo the state of the House.
ments can be made for group bookings. Bicycles and surf A quorum having been formed:
boards may be carried on the train in the brakevan at a charge
of $2.50 for each journey. The Public Transport Corporation Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): | will
(PTC) still owns the land and all railway tracks, signalling not lead for the Opposition in this debate, Mr Acting Speaker,
systems, platforms, station buildings, etc., betweerutlwill nevertheless make a contribution. | found my work
Melbourne and Warrnambool. The Public Transporton the Estimates Committees—both A and B—somewhat
Corporation continues to operate passenger and freight traiferesting. For my sins, | served on a number of those
between Melbourne and South Geelong, and freight trainsommittees, including those examining housing, recreation
only between South Geelong and Warrnambool. West Coasnd sport, the environment, land and natural resources,
Railway operates trains using carriages purchased from thgimary industries, industrial affairs and, of course (this was
Public Transport Corporation, largely comprising thethe one in which as Opposition lead spokesperson | had the
carriages previously operating on that line. greatest pride), the Office for the Status of Women. | served
Locomotives may be fully leased from the Public also on a number of other Committees which | cannot recall
Transport Corporation (V/Line), fully owned by West Coastat short notice.
Railway or a combination of both. Some safe-work signalling  The exercise revealed that the Government’s rhetoric with
duties beyond South Geelong are carried out by West Coasgspect to its budget comes up well short when it is more
Railway employees, and some by the Public Transporthoroughly scrutinised in the Estimates Committee proced-
Corporation. Overall safety standards and train control are theres. It showed that a lot of duckshoving is occurring with
same as those applicable to the Public Transport Corporatiorespect to certain Ministers. Neither the Minister for the
All locomotives continue to have direct radio contact with theEnvironment and Natural Resources nor the Minister for
Public Transport Corporation train control centre inHousing, Urban Development and Local Government
Melbourne. Relations wants to own the Patawalonga project in so far as
This has been a very successful operation, and it hate end product of that work is concerned, although each of
married in very well. | cannot see any reason why this cannahem is only too happy to claim credit with respect to the
be trialled and be a great success in South Australia. festoration of the Patawalonga—in particular, the Minister for
acknowledge and commend the Minister for her initiativesHousing and Urban Development, who is quite happy to have
and directives in relation to this program. | hope that we sedis own electorate cleaned up but who is not all that con-
a passenger service introduced in the Barossa beforerned about dumping the sludge and the toxic waste from the
Christmas this year, and certainly by next year we shouldottom of the Patawalonga onto a giant area of FAC land on
have regular services running into the Barossa and also the corner of Tapleys Hill and West Beach Roads.
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Until | went to that area on Saturday, | was unaware of the In relation to when the dredge work finally gets under
extent of the works that have occurred there. | note that thavay, around the beginning of August, the Minister has said,
member for Peake was there also. It is amazing that a Liberdlook, we do not have to worry about things too much; it will
Government can act with such arrogance and can pump ahly take 16 to 20 weeks of dredging.’ | am sure that the
of the sludge and waste from the Patawalonga almost into thmotel owners fronting the Patawalonga, and the owners of the
backyards of West Beach residents, of whom | wouldBuffalo Restaurant and the other tourist and hospitality areas
estimate something like 65 to 70 per cent would have votewith respect to the Patawalonga and Glenelg areas generally,
Liberal at the last State election. It intrigues me that thismust be overwhelmed at the thought that, at the very
Government is so arrogantly confident of its own majoritybeginning of the tourist season and school holidays in
that it does not mind going about trying to poison the veryDecember followed by the Christmas break, this dredge will
constituents who formed the foundation base of the electordle working flat out.
majority of the member for Colton. That is either arrogance It will be churning up this polluted sea, dragging up the
or extreme political stupidity—I think it is probably a mixture sludge from the very bottom of the Patawalonga, with all the
of both. associated smells and all the dreadful looking colours that it

One thing to come out of the Estimates Committees wawiill turn the Patawalonga into, at the very height of the tourist
that when it came to environmental issues involving all thingsseason in Glenelg, because the Minister was unable to get this
west of Tapleys Hill Road—land, sea and air—the Ministeroperation under way early enough in the calendar. | am sure
for the Environment was absolutely nowhere to be seerthat the Minister for Housing, Urban Development and Local
because he wiped his hands of his responsibilities in that aréaovernment Relations, in his role as the local member for
and said that that is properly the province of the Tsar of alMorphett, will receive quite a few complaints from constitu-
land, sea and air west of Tapleys Hill Road, namely, theents and business houses within his electorate. It will
Minister for Housing, Urban Development and Local undoubtedly be a very torrid time for businesses trying to
Government Relations. That is truly staggering when on@romote Glenelg as a tourist region in which people can stay
considers that the most important decisions being madand play while this dredge is working flat creating all sorts
affecting the amenities and lifestyle of those residents 0bf odours, unsightly seawater and the like in all their glory for
West Beach are clearly within the province of the Ministerthe tourists to see during the height of the season.
for the Environment. That begs the question as to why the Government should

Those residents need categorical assurances from tige headlong in respect of dumping this sludge on the FAC
Minister's environmental protection agency concerning thdand. True, we all support the clean-up of the Patawalonga but
potential for leakage of this toxic waste into the undergroundsurely, since we have been waiting for so many years to
water table, the potential for leach-back into the Patawalongajean-up the Patawalonga, another few months delay will not
and the problem of airborne pollution as that sludge finallymatter in so far as ensuring the environmental protection
dries off, whether it be under the world’s largest pergola oiissues and the concerns of those residents of West Beach are
tarpaulin, or some form of covering which, according to theproperly addressed. Those issues should not only be ad-
Minister, should extend over this whole area of land on whictdressed but the necessary guarantees given to allay the fears
this sludge is to be dumped. That area totals some 300 0@0 residents, because those people must live in that area for
cubic metres, which is the size of two Football Park ovalsyears to come. It affects the property values of their own land
and that is an enormous area. and, whilst the Premier and the Minister for the Environment

It is not 300 or 400 metres, or a half a kilometre or aand Natural Resources have both said they want to be able to
kilometre away from residential homes, but smack bang oswim in a pristine Patawalonga—taking after Chairman Mao
West Beach Road adjacent to residential homes. Of coursése-tung—Dby the year 2000, | trust that the residents of West
the Minister ducked for cover and said, ‘It is all the responsi-Beach will be able to continue to enjoy the current amenities
bility now of the Minister for Housing, Urban Development in the year 2000 notwithstanding the location of a huge toxic
and Local Government Relations.” When we quizzed thelump right next door to their backyards.

Minister in the Estimates Committee his answers gave us no For all those reasons, | urge the Government to take the
more comfort than when we began the process, with respecbncerns of the residents seriously and ensure, first, that there
to what we believe will be the eventual outcome of dumpings a full, independent, microbiological study of the sludge to
that giant amount of sludge on the back doorstep of thesee dumped; secondly, that there is a full environmental
constituents—as | say, 65 to 70 per cent of whom would bémpact statement with respect to this whole clean-up issue
Liberal Party supporters under normal circumstances. | thanknd where the toxic waste finally will be dumped; and,
those two respective Ministers for their campaign help irthirdly, that there is no attempt to cut a channel through the
helping us win the seat of Colton. It will be, with yours, Sir, West Beach sandhills, which are 30 metres at their narrowest,
the twenty-fourth seat that we need to form a Government ito take the rubbish—

1997. We certainly thank those two Ministers for their Mr LEWIS: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting
undoubted contribution in helping us to achieve that aim. Speaker. | fail to see the relevance of this to any line in the

The other point which emerged during the Estimatedudget or anything that was undertaken legitimately within
Committees concerns the dredging of the Patawalonga. Thbe Estimates Committees. | recall being threatened with
dredge, which | have seen, is stationary in the Patawalongapulsion from an Estimates Committee for failing to link my
at the moment because work cannot proceed; there has bemmarks to a line in the Bill.

a delay. Its greatest act towards the environment at the The ACTING SPEAKER: There is no point of order.
moment is to cover a small portion of the PatawalongaThe Deputy Leader of the Opposition did preface his remarks
therefore preventing bird droppings falling into the in relation to an Estimates Committee.

Patawalonga itself. That is about its only use at the moment, Mr CLARKE: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker, for, once
notwithstanding the considerable amount of money that haagain, a very wise ruling from the Chair. The third point is
been spent in holding costs on that dredge. not to have option three, the preferred option of the Minister
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for Housing and Urban Development, which is to cut a 300pposition wanted to know why there had been such a
metre channel through the West Beach sandhills, to simplgrowth in consultancy fees. We found that the Chamber of
transfer the pollution problems from the Patawalonga into th€ommerce has been given a free sling of $75 000 of
Gulf St Vincent direct and, in this instance, into the fronttaxpayers’ money to do work which it is doing any way, and
yards of the residents of West Beach. When | questioned thibat is encouraging enterprise bargaining agreements and
Minister for Housing and Urban Development during therepresenting its members who pay the Employers Chamber
Estimates (to make sure | keep my comments relevant) he membership fee to do work for them.
said, ‘As far as the third option is concerned, | am only a There is no point in the Government’s giving $75 000 to
Minister, | am only one person, and my views do not counta private sector body, such as the Employers Chamber, for
very much. That is my personal preference. Certainly, | anwork it is already doing and from which it is receiving
the Minister, but my views do not count. Other people willincome in the form of membership fees. Where special work
make that decision, not just me. is undertaken on behalf of members and it is specifically
Itis a very sad day indeed when a Minister of the Crownyelated to just that enterprise, a fee is charged to those
the Minister responsible for housing and urban developeompanies on a profit basis. | am not saying that it should not
ment—the tsar of all land, sea and air west of Tapleys Hilbe done for a profit; | am simply pointing out that it is
Road—has to say to the Estimates Committee and thiseceiving fees on a profit basis from private enterprise for
Parliament that his view does not count whatsoever in theoing work it is established to do whilst at the same time this
final determination. If that is the case, it begs the questioGovernment has given it $75 000 at taxpayers’ expense.
why the Minister is a Minister at all. He amply demonstrated At the same time, the Attorney-General cannot find
that in Question Time today with respect to his handling of$26 000 in his lines to assist the Kilburn, Enfield & Prospect
the whole TAB race form guide and the like, which also cameCommunity Legal Service to keep its doors open to service
outin the Estimates Committee. The Estimates Committeeshe poor in our community. Unfortunately | have quite a
as they should do, have proved quite valuable for thewmber of people in my electorate who need advice on family
Opposition by ensuring the close scrutiny of the Governiaw, domestic violence, and a whole range of other significant
ment’s operations. issues. The Attorney-General cannot find that $26 000 (in real
| was further intrigued during the Estimates Committeegerms they need $36 000 from the State Government), but he
in respect of the issue of the EDS contract. The Premier hasan find $1 million or more to fight unions in relation to
staked his reputation on the EDS contract. When dealing witkFederal awards. We find the Employers Chamber receiving
the Minister for Industrial Affairs in the Estimates Commit- $75 000—
tee, | found it very informative when the issue of the The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): Order! The
WorkCover Board and its views on the EDS contract caméonourable member’s time has expired.
out. Quite simply, it is the Minister’s firm view and that of
the WorkCover Board that, unless there is a net gain to Mr BECKER (Peake): | was very disappointed at the
WorkCover by outsourcing its information technology work Opposition’s behaviour and attention to detail during the
to EDS, it will not sign up with EDS. In other words, the budget estimates, for it was |, some 12 to 14 years ago when
Minister will seek a special exemption from the Premier inmy Party was in Government, who campaigned very strongly
relation to the outsourcing of WorkCover's whole computerfor the introduction of budget estimates. At that stage | felt
system. That line was repeated on a number of occasions tiyat the Public Accounts Committee could provide the
Ministers and other Government agencies with respect to thesearch backup, if members of Parliament wanted to use that
whole of EDS. organisation, but the Government of the day felt that was not
We are now starting to see the whole EDS contracthe role of the Public Accounts Committee, so each member
crumble. Instead of being the largest contract in the southermad to undertake his or her own research. As | explained to
hemisphere—and maybe even the northern hemisphersembers of Estimates Committee B, the whole purpose of
depending on the rhetoric of the Premier—we are seeing the exercise was to ask questions in a way that would produce
shrink daily, and we are also hearing of a number of caveat#formation from the Minister and/or the Minister’s advisers.
safeguards and escape holes for Ministers and Government The whole art of being a good representative of the people
departments, who are saying that they are not all thas to be able to suss out the information that the people want.
overjoyed or enamoured at being roped into this whole ED$felt that, in Estimates Committee B, the Opposition missed
business. That also came out during the Estimates Committeelot of chances. It seemed to me that too many members
of the Minister for Housing, Urban Development and Localwere more concerned at knocking off early and getting home
Government Relations. He has issued officers of the Housinthan at taking the full time to obtain the information. Of
Trust with a ministerial direction that they cooperate incourse, some Ministers answered all the questions themselves
respect of the outsourcing work. With this whole edifice thatwwhereas other Ministers called on the advisers to provide the
has been built around the Premier, which | suspect is a gia@inswers. | think that is quite wise. | would rather see the
mirage with respect to this EDS contract, we will ultimately senior public servants, who prepare decisions and investigate
find that the Premier has feet of clay. and research policies for Ministers, be answerable to
I turn now to industrial affairs, where we witnessed amembers of Parliament.
blatant bit of pork-barrelling by the Government with the | was also disappointed at the aggressive nature adopted
employer community, by establishing a $100 000 consultanchy two members of the Opposition on certain occasions. | felt
line, up from $15 000 in the previous year. A total of $75 000that the Leader of the Opposition completely misrepresented
of that $100 000 was given surreptitiously to the Employerghe situation and made a fool of himself by attacking the
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, allegedly to promotéMinister with snide, cynical comments rather than getting
enterprise bargaining. At no time did the Government makstraight to the question in a plausible way. In that way, there
any public announcement about that decision. It came olis ho doubt that members get the information they want. If an
only after questioning in the Estimates Committee, when thbonourable member asking questions or seeking information
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wants to make a point, there is plenty of opportunity to dowe shall be served extremely well by the new Chief Justice,
that in the preface to the question. As Chairman, | was prettwhose presence in the Legislative Council Chamber was most
lax in allowing freedom of expression, to a point, if it led to welcome. | believe that practice was started by the former
the question. However, | was very annoyed if | thought theChief Justice Len King, a former Attorney-General. Leonard
questioner was being abusive or making use of the situatiofames King, as | often referred to him when he was in this
to try to belittle the Minister. Fortunately for the Government,House, was most helpful in giving explanations to any
the Ministers were quite capable of handling themselves angiember of Parliament. Politics aside, Len King could not
they did a very good job. If a member of the Committee wahave been more helpful to those who genuinely sought an
supercritical to the point of insulting a Minister, which really explanation of the law. | think that is way it should be done;
did not happen, the Minister was quite capable of respondinthat is really what good government is about. | wish Len King
and putting down his or her critic. No-one really gains whena long and healthy retirement.
members go into a budget estimates session trying to score The Deputy Leader referred to a meeting last Saturday
cheap political points by being overcritical of one another. about the clean-up of the Patawalonga. Everybody knows that
If members want to go back to the old system, we will bethe Government has a mandate and that it promised to clean
here for just as long and probably longer. We used to stadp the Patawalonga. The Minister for the Environment and
guestioning on the budget in Committee at 3.30 of arNatural Resources has some responsibility in that area, as
afternoon and we might go on until 4, 5 or 6 o’clock in the does the Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing. Refer-
morning to get through a particular line or area. Of coursegnce was made to the controversy surrounding the dumping
it is the role of the Opposition to seek out as much inform-of the waste from the Patawalonga for the short period during
ation as possible. When ministerial advisers are present, thathich the works will be undertaken. | attended that meeting
is the best opportunity to get to the core of any issue aand was disgusted to think that it was necessary to call it. |
honourable member is interested in because the people arewas also disgusted with some of the information that was
tap. Even senior officers from the statutory authorities aréeing peddled by people who seem to be given plenty of free
called in. They are able to assist the Committee and théme by the media. The media have done no homework
Minister in providing that information. Members must take whatsoever, or, if they have, they have done very little.
a good look at themselves and understand the situation that The issue of the cleaning up or dredging of the
has been provided to them. If they do not want budgePatawalonga, and improving waste water in the State, has
estimates, they must be prepared to go back to the old systebygeen with us for more than 25 years. That is all the time that

which did not achieve very much at all. I have been a member of this House. About four or five years
The Hon. Frank Blevins: You can send them to the ago, Susan Lenehan introduced the first piece of a series of

standing committees, which is probably the best way. legislation which she envisaged would handle the matter of
Mr BECKER: 1 do not know. The member for Giles run-off (waste) water in the State. Legislation was passed

makes a point about the standing committees. around the time of the 1989 election which placed the onus
The Hon. Frank Blevins interjecting: on local governments. | was interested in that legislation

Mr BECKER: Yes, that happens in the Federalbecause it involved Glenelg, West Torrens, Henley and
Parliament. That, again, can be very informative and everange and Thebarton councils. It also involved Hindmarsh
better. | do not want the budget Estimates Committees to turoouncil, which has become the Hindmarsh and Woodville
into a Star Chamber approach to the budget, because thaduncil in my electorate.
would defeat the whole purpose. The previous Government and this Government started a

This is the first time that the budget has come in earlieprocess to clean up those major waterways. The water which
and given us the chance to look at it without the Auditor-ran off from the streets into the drains and then into the
General. The Auditor-General has always provided a valuablereeks which serve the Patawalonga and the Torrens River
backup reference point, and that means that there will beutlet at Henley South would be improved. No-one in this
some changes. Therefore, when the Auditor-General's Repdrouse can be critical of a Government doing anything in that
is brought down, the Parliament will have to allocate someespect.
time to receive and debate it and to question the Ministersin The Patawalonga is terribly polluted. The Torrens River
Committee. That is why we may have to look at the Federaht Henley South is nowhere near as bad as that or as bad as
system. everyone makes out although, for many years, Henley council

| believe that both Federal and State budgets should beomplained about the horses using the banks of the river
through before 30 June. That will enable Governmenbutlet for agistment purposes. | saw no harm in that. One of
departments to get on with the expenditure rather than hawbe daughters of the former environment Minister, the Hon.
this mad rush in late October or early November, as we haGlen Broomhill who lives in Henley South, kept horses. She
in the past, which meant that in the last six months of thevas very critical of the idea that the horses were to be moved
financial year there was a helter-skelter to spend the budgébm that area. Glen and | agreed that the few horses which
allocations. Of course, up to 70 per cent of the budget is fowere there would not cause any environmental problems and
salaries and related costs, so there is not a great deal of roome therefore stopped Henley council from moving the horses.
in most budget lines for general day-to-day running expendi- It is a different ball game along the Patawalonga and the
ture. Capital works, of course, sits on its own. Sturt Creek. There have been many allegations over the years

| felt a little disappointed: | thought that the attitudes couldabout the waste and pollutants entering the river system and
have been better. | feel that some Ministers should nathen filtering down into the Sturt Creek. Many tests of the
hesitate to allow their advisers to answer questions. | wagater and the soil have been undertaken and the build-up of
particularly delighted when the Attorney-General wassilt in the Patawalonga basin and in the lake has been
attended by the new Chief Justice, His Honour Judge Doylenonitored. The tests will produce all sorts of readings, but
who had no hesitation in answering or giving explanations tmone of those readings are harmful. For the life of me, |
certain questions. That was a wonderful experience. | thinkannot understand how a chap by the name of Hill can be
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running around in the western suburbs claiming that he hadean up that site. They could make vast improvements,
a skin rash or skin disease because he swam at Glenelg bedmgtause itis not dissimilar: it is ten times more polluted than
when the Patawalonga was flushed out. the Port Adelaide site, but we are proving that in South

That man must be one in 15 million. My neighbours andAustralia we have to be the smart State. We have always had
| swim there every week or at every opportunity in summerto be a little bit smarter than the others because we have had
None of us have skin rashes. None of my neighbours hasta survive on a lot less. That is what makes this Government
skin rash. One had an ear infection, but he was never too sudifferent from previous Governments in South Australia: we
whether that was a result of swimming at the beach oare trying to survive and do as much as we possibly can on
whether he caught it at his work place. less. We will not increase or bring in any new taxes.

The hue and cry about the dredging of the Patawalongais As private enterprise has had to do over the years, we want
absolute political nonsense. The material that is beingo prove that in South Australia we work harder, we do it
dumped at West Beach is doing no harm whatsoever, becauketter, we are efficient and we are a creative State. But at the
the clay foundation there will stop any seepage or leakage. Hame time we can sell that expertise to the rest of Australia
by any chance seepage or leakage occurs, that will occur baekd to the rest of the world. | say to the people of South
towards the Patawalonga. The flow of underground water idustralia: be a little patient and have a little bit of faith for a
equivalent to about a metre and a bit every 12 months.  change in those who are elected to represent you. We can

What no-one has said (and certainly the people at Weshake the giant steps now and improve the lifestyle of the
Beach have not said this) is that 35 years ago when | movegkople of South Australia.
into the area, and 30 years ago when | was a bank manager
in the area, the West Beach estate was swampland. It was The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): |
reclaimed by landfill which would have to be highly suspectrise on a day when we saw a major development—the
In those days, no-one knew what was being infilled and nounprecedented sacking of the Chief Executive Officer of the
one was really worried about it. However, there was aPremier's department, Mr Mike Schilling. The fact is we
considerable amount of landfill involving material from old were not told the truth in this Parliament today about the real
building sites and where roads were being ripped up. Muckeasons for that sacking. Instead, we heard congratulations
of that sank and good quality soil was placed on top befor@nd thanks before the key message. The key message in the
the foundations of some of those houses were poured. Sorfemier’s statement was not that they had agreed to separate
of the foundations are extremely deep while others have afind not that Mr Schilling was going on to better and brighter
sorts of reinforcement to ensure the stability of those house#lings— despite his supposedly splendid performance: the

Unfortunately, people living at West Beach are on prettyfact is that Mr Schilling was terminated—sacked—against his
dicey soil. They are better protected against the work that iwill. He was fired. We know it and members opposite know
being done there today than ever before. The area that isbut the Premier would not reveal the real reasons why Mr
being used temporarily for the Patawalonga silt is near th&chilling had been sacked.

West Beach-West Torrens rubbish dump, which was built Itis quite well known throughout the Public Service that
there over the past 35 to 40 years. There is some leachifgr Schilling, as CEO of the Department of Premier and
from that old rubbish dump. It is full of methane gas. It hasCabinet, has had a long running conflict with Mr Matthew
taken years for any grass to grow. Even though we have hdd'Callaghan, the Director of Public Sector Reform and the
a drought, the first time | have seen any reasonable gragrmer head of the Employers Federation. Certainly, | hope
coverage over that area was in the past 12 months. All thegbat Mr O’Callaghan will not put in his application for the top
mistakes do not make the thing right either, but there will bgob, because that would bring ridicule to the State of South
temporary use of an area. The airport corporation will, ncAustralia. But the fact is—

doubt, get some money out of it. It will lead to the clean-up ~ Mr Brindal interjecting:

of the Patawalonga waterway. The Hon. M.D. RANN: Yes, he is entitled to put his hat

I urge all members, all residents and anybody in then the ring, just as the member for Unley is entitled to put his
western suburbs to drive to Gillman, where the Salisbunhat in the ring for the ministry, but that is not likely to
freeway is being constructed through to Port Adelaide, antiappen, either. The fact is that there has been a long running
to look at the work the MFP Corporation is doing in relation feud between Mr Schilling and Mr O’Callaghan and, more
to the wetlands there: it is absolutely fantastic. It is worthrecently, for the last short time at least, there has been a feud
seeing. The MFP has chased the world to obtain expertise tretween Mr Schilling and senior members of the Premier’s
cleaning up polluted waterways and polluted areas. It shoulstaff, but there is more to be revealed about that.
be highly commended for what it has done in the Port Of course, we are not given any details about Mr
Adelaide area. It is something that has been going alongchilling’s termination package. As | revealed today, his
quietly. The day we were there every old tyre, old car bodyremuneration package comprised a base salary of $111 485
or any bit of junk had been picked up. Once the area iper annum, an allowance of $64 500, a car, superannuation
established and once the water and waste water flow goes intontributions and special eligibility for a $20 000 bonus
that area, it will be a vast improvement. Anyone who watchegayment if he performed his job well. The interesting thing
Four Cornerslast night would have been horrified to see theis—

Homebush Bay site for the Sydney Olympics. Mr Brindal interjecting:

If the expertise that the MFP in South Australia has The Hon. M.D. RANN: The Premier today did not reveal
gained, together with the knowledge it has and its ability tovhether or not Mr Schilling received that bonus payment. It
clean up around Gillman, were transported to Sydney, wavould be odd if he received the bonus payment for doing a
could clean up that area. | hope that personnel of the MFBood job and then was fired after that. Of course, there has
saw that program last night and that they will tender and offebeen no suggestion by the Premier of any impropriety or
their expertise to the Sydney Olympic Committee and to théncompetence against Mr Schilling or any inquiry against
New South Wales Government, because | believe they couldim. Therefore, it is imperative that the real reasons for the
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dismissal of Mr Schilling, who is or was the head of thehad to intervene. For the moment at least we will see the
Premier's Department and who was involved in the criticalPremier trying to prop up the rather hapless Minister, who
negotiations to conclude a contract with EDS, are spelt ouwill not be a Minister beyond the next 12 months, and
in this House. Certainly, there is more information to comeeveryone in this House knows it. He was rewarded for
on this issue. services rendered during the long dark years in Opposition,
However, | want to say that in supporting the commentgust as were several other Ministers. Basically, they will be
by the Minister for Infrastructure today | shared his dis-stood down in time to bring in some new blood, which is
appointment that the Darwin committee has not recomgetting very anxious about the performance of a number of
mended a more speedy start to the massive Darwin/Alicpeople on the front bench.
Springs railway project. Indeed, that is an area in which both |y my response to the 1995-96 budget, delivered in the
the State Government and the State Opposition have joingdouse on 6 June, | outlined in some considerable detail the
forces to stress the importance of this project to Australia ithosition of the Opposition on the impact of the budget on
terms of our exports to Asia, as well as its significance for jobsoyth  Australia’s economy and on ordinary South
Creation f0r SOUth Australia and the Northern Territory. OfAustra“anS The f|rst budget |ast year was one f|rst and
course, the project was first suggested at the time Gfremost of broken promises, but in the second budget no
Federation, 95 years ago, and for some time the Federglomise has been left unbroken. If the Liberals’ first budget
Government has been looking for some major infrastructurgyas the one that broke the promises that the Premier had
initiatives to commemorate in 2001 the centenary Ofhever intended to keep, this budget is one that attacks the
Federation. basics. In so doing, the Government attacks the hopes of

Itis my view, and | am sure it is the view of the Minister ordinary South Australians for a better future as well as their
for Infrastructure, that there could be no better project thamgpes for fairness, equity and a fair go.

the completion of a national north-south railway link—one
nation, to use the Federal Government's term, linked by railf

Of course, it has been acknowledged that private sect% turn on the public that had supported it. We only have to

g‘;\?es g{}éggg?gﬁ ;\Ilglnnczgstﬁgttmserggvﬁ%t:g'!&Ii-gg?iﬁl? I\,T,gmzloc’k at what happened last night with the police action and
9 gre insulting comments of the Minister for Emergency

need private sector as well as State, Territory and Feder rvices. This Government has turned on those whom it

Government financial backing. needed to get elected. It promised anything to get elected with

N olr?h ;nb.:%?mgf nGVgsgrnbrgg]ntLhﬁa\?eogg]erg\gsatrgﬂggtaﬂg?at record majority, and it is now treating with extraordinary
y ontempt the people whom it said it would support and to

contribution. Last week | spoke to Shane Stone, the ne‘%hom it made promises and commitments. It involves not

Chief Minister in the Northern Territory, about the Import- o\ e hojice: we are also seeing cuts to a range of services,
ance of a bipartisan approach in both South Australia and thseuch as to schools and hospitals and an ideological commit-
Northern Territory. It is quite clear that it is now time for the

L .~ ment to privatisation. Also, we are seeing the privatisation of
Federal Government to look to the future by giving tangible . ’
backing for this project and a firm timetable. the outsourcing and management of our water supply, and

For South Australia, the Federal Government's completlor%‘nol it will not be put to a vote of the South Australian
ofthe east-west standard gauge railway a few weeks ago W rliament because the Government knows that it would not
vitally important, as was the decision to proceed with the et that vote throuah the Parliament
redevelopment of Adelaide Airport. | was pleased to be ablg o 9 ) ] ) ]
to play a role in securing the Federal Government's commit- | he Opposition said that it feared a Government with the
ment to extend the runway at Adelaide Airport and, despitéliscredited policies of the idealogues and economic
a bit of jealousy and acrimony and somewhat childisrrationalists who would shut doyvn our St{ite’s economic
behaviour by the Premier, which was not, | want to addggrowth and put an gnd to our fragile economic recovery. Thls_,
mirrored by the Minister for Infrastructure, who behavedbPudget occurs against the backdrop of a shameful economic
most appropriately during the conduct of bipartisan negotiaPerformance, which has seen us in negative growth for three
tions, we are going to see the airport. out (_)f the past four quarters anq jobs _growth an anaemic

We have the standard gauge, and the north-south Ir(,J{iq.sl_cUon of thgjobs boom happenlng n_atlonally. Meanwhile,
connection would help the export efforts of our primary andhile Australia recently enjoyed the highest rates of growth
manufacturing producers and give a massive kickstart t§' the OECD and is now settling down to a more modest
South Australia’s employment recovery, particularly in growth. The benefits of a national recovery, as we repeatedly
Spencer Gulf. Whilst | am pleased that Neville Wran, forwarned, have passed South Australia by.
whom | have enormous admiration, said thatitis not ‘if’ but ~ The net result of all this has been the worst rate of growth
‘when’, | would like the ‘when’ to come more quickly. in the nation: a deplorable and disgraceful minus 1.5 per cent

The member for Unley interjected about today’s TAB in the year to March. This Government was sure that it was
revelations. Itis very interesting indeed that the Premier diebn the right track, even though it has knocked over Mr
not endorse Mr Kelly and other Liberal appointments to theSchilling today. If ever there was a sign that the wheels are
board, including Mr Fricker and Mr Hodge. The fact is thatstarting to fall off the cart; if ever there was a sign that the
they unanimously supported the position of the ChairmanPremier is getting a bit nervous about the publicity and
The real story is that the Minister cannot cut the mustard wittsuccesses of the Minister for Infrastructure and wants to
the board. He can be pushed around. He does not have tegengthen the Premier’s Department as a counterbalance to
ability to see either the politics or the Government'’s interesthat of the Minister for Infrastructure, this is it. The Premier
in negotiations, and that is not surprising for someone wholames and attacks everyone without ever analysing his own
admits that he does not read his memorandums. It is nditehaviour. Mr Good News; Mr Photo Opportunity—he goes
surprising that he has got into trouble and that the Premiasut and looks for the pretty pictures, applies the makeup, has

With this budget the Government, with a record majority
rom the South Australian public, signalled that it had decided

that is not being put to a vote of the South Australian people
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the voice lessons and all the rest of it; and he has the mindessationery. We have a big announcement coming up, and
out there to keep him away from trouble. there are changes to the logos. The Premier gets rid of Mr
Do not mix him up with the privatisation of water or of the Schilling because he cannot stand up to the power of the
hospital system; preserve him for the pretty pictures, becauddinister for Infrastructure. If ever there was an example or
we know that whatever happens in this State is either the fautymbol of how phoney it all is, this is it: he changes the
of the previous Government or the fault of the Federabtationery. That is the secret weapon for economic progress:
Government. Now, when a few people around town arevhen in doubt change the letterhead; when the economy is
saying, ‘Hang on, he’s in charge now’, he seems to be busstationary, turn to the stationery!
competing with the Minister for Infrastructure for attention  The Liberals have mounted a systematic, ideologically
and seems to be incredibly nervous about making decisiondriven attack on the basics. We have talked already about cuts
despite the massive backbench. Who can he now attack? itemany areas. Let us have a look at those. Approximately
has blamed the Federal Government; he has blamed ti$99.5 million will have been ripped out of the schools budget
previous Government; he has blamed other States’ adminisy the Brown Government by 1996. We have school closures,
trations, so who is he blaming now—the head of his departlarger class sizes and reduced subject choice. This year alone,
ment. He has decided to sack him. the real level of the cuts amounts to $15 million. If you make
All the Premier's men are starting to fracture. The wholean allowance for inflation, in reality the cut is $47 million, or
smooth front is starting to break down, because eventuallthe equivalent of closing nine large Adelaide high schools.
PR, hype and reality will collide. That is starting to happen By the end of 1995-96, the Government will have cut 522
because people are starting to see through the fact that theachers’ jobs and 287 school services officers’ positions.
Premier is a rolled gold phoney—and | am sure that théBenefits to needy students and parents under school card have
Minister for Infrastructure and the member for Unley next toalso been slashed. Our TAFE system, which | was very proud
him would agree. Each of the three consecutive times sind® have as part of my portfolio as the Minister for three years
last December the ABS has shown what anyone looking foand which was acknowledged as being the best in the country
a job, anyone attempting to run a small business or anyontgy Ministers of different political persuasions, is about to lose
actually trying to make things happen in South Australiamillions and suffer the ringbarking approach.
knows full well: we have thus far missed the national From the way in which this Government behaves towards
recovery. What happens when you get the bad news? Yowbcational training and education, one could be forgiven for
blame the ABS. thinking that we have the best, not the worst, rate of job
You actually go out there and say, ‘The ABS statistics arggrowth in the country. This is from the Premier who as
all wrong; things are booming. Just look in the paper: can'Opposition Leader promised increased spending on schools
you see the Premier’s photo?’ Things are booming, but wheand training. When Lynn Arnold had the temerity to question
the ABS says that the reality is different from the PR hype wewhether Dean Brown (the then Opposition Leader) would set
see the ABS attacked as well as the poor, hapless Mabout cutting schools and education, he was called a liar.
Schilling. This second budget signalled that the Governmenivell, who is the liar today? An amount of $65 million has
is committed to breaking those few promises it had left taoeen ripped out of the health budget, with $35 million being
break. deducted in the last year alone. While waiting lists are
The Treasurer, after months and months of telling us abogrowing and wards are closing the Minister for Health is
the grave financial crisis facing South Australia, which wouldunderspending even his own cut budget: over $11 million has
take many years to overcome, suddenly talked about a nelaeen cut from the health capital works budget and recycled
dawn following the dark night of debt. South Australia wasagain.
back on track: within a few months all would be over;  What do we see from this Government? Let us contrast the
everything was fine. But behind all this was the simple truthgrowth figures. As at March this year, when Australia had
that ordinary South Australians will bear the brunt of thegrown by 3.8 per cent, South Australia was the only State or
Government’s attack on their living standards fromTerritory to go backwards. Compare that with the record in
privatisation, from the closure of hospital wards, from theeven the last year of the Labor Government when the nation
appalling cuts to schools and from selling off the running ofwas gripped in the recession. The Premier is committed to a
Adelaide’s water supply to foreign companies. constant process of self-congratulation. The rate of job
We need to control and reduce our debt liabilities: that igrowth under the Liberals between the December 1993
why the previous Government brought down its ‘Meeting theelection and May 1995 is less than half that of the nation. The
challenge’ financial statement, which included the sale of th@wustralian employed work force grew by 5.2 per cent while
State Bank and securing Commonwealth compensation fan South Australia the figure was 2.4 per cent. Dwelling
that sale. The Opposition favours a debt reduction strategyommencements have crashed by 55 per cent since
that is stepped and strategic. We have talked about th®@eptember last year. That is the record.
approach of New South Wales, which actually sets downa The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
debt reduction strategy, enshrining it in legislation over 25 omember’s time has expired.
30 years so that you can see year by year how the debt is
being paid off without hitting the fundamentals. Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): I, too, was a member of
The Opposition favours a debt reduction strategy whictseveral Estimates Committees. Some of the statements and
is stepped and strategic, one which does not sacrifice fairneggaestions by the Opposition were interesting, none more so
to our battlers and one which provides a basis and framewotkan those regarding the Southern Expressway, regarding
for sustained growth not economic decline. That is thevhich we heard the Opposition grandstanding before the
problem: the cuts to the public sector, the number of peopl&ransport Estimates Committee about a broadsheet put out
being put out onto the grass, cannot be digested by aoy the Transport Department. This broadsheet, which was
economy that basically is stagnant. With a stagnant economgpout A3 in size and folded over, contained information for
what does the Premier want to do? He wants to change thgeople who live in the southern areas.
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Itis very interesting to compare this Southern Expresswagime for returns from the general public and from councils
broadsheet which was put out by the Department of Transpoconcluded on 30 June. | look forward to submissions being
and which the Opposition called a political propaganda issueeceived by the Minister for Housing, Urban Development
with the 10 other issues put out by the previous Labornd Local Government Relations.

Government in relation to the third arterial road. | wonder | have also forwarded to the Minister a paper dealing with
whether members opposite sometimes suffer fronthe accountability of local government and its elected
Alzheimer’s disease, given their lack of memory. When Iofficials and its financial reporting. | have suggested that
look at the glossy productions they put out on the thirdelected council members would be far more accountable if
arterial road | wonder what the heck they are talking aboutouncil proceedings were recorded in a similar manner as in
and whether they have a short memory about the past. THearliament and the courts. There would be a full transcript of
publications are wide and varied, very expensive anaouncil proceedings.

tastefully done. If they say our news-sheet was a political On financial reporting, | have suggested that councils
propaganda exercise, theirs was a deliberate vote buyirghould be made to table their budgets 30 days prior to
exercise in the past, because nothing they put out occurredpproving those budgets to enable full public scrutiny of

In relation to the Southern Expressway, however, | washem. Presently, there is a lack of accountability in respect of
heartened to hear the shadow Minister for Transport, theouncil budgets, especially when there are current rate
member for Spence, come out and say that he unequivocaligcreases, such as in my area, of about 10 per cent. Also, in
supports its development. | hope it will have a bike lane andhe past, sections 199 and 200 authorities have been used by
that | will be able to ride my rollerblades down the highway some councils to usurp the democratic process and ensure
and follow the member for Ross Smith on his in-line that there is very little accountability of the actions of local
rollerblades. During the Estimates Committee | was heartenegbvernment. | have requested that the Minister include
that the shadow Minister for Transport, the member forsections 199 and 200 authorities in the budget accountability
Spence, said that he gave unequivocal support for thprocess.

Southern Expressway. We should compare this with state- On the conflict of interest, | have forwarded a proposal to
ments from some of the staff of the Australian Labor Partythe Minister that there be inclusions in the Local Government
who helped the Leader of the Opposition and the HonAct to ensure that the registration of interests of elected
Carolyn Pickles from another place who with Marion councilmembers be similar to that of the Parliament of South
have come out in total opposition to the Southern ExpressAustralia. | have mentioned and put in writing to the Minister

way. The member for Spence may be best served by havingy concerns with regard to sections 62 and 64 of the Local
a word to some of the staff members of the ALP when theyGovernment Act. It is very hard to enforce. Councillors have
are expressing opposition to that development. released information that was provided to them on a confi-

There is no doubt that the Southern Expressway will balential basis. It is impossible to impose a penalty on an
an extreme advantage to the people of the southern suburledected member of local government who acts in a whistle-
The current South Road, which runs from Noarlunga tdblowing capacity in relation to council activities. According-
Darlington, has exceeded the volume to capacity ratidy, | have put forward a strong case for the complete cancella-
by .85 per cent, so delays and rear collisions on that roation of sections 62 and 64 of the Local Government Act. If
have increased dramatically, causing problems for transpogt council has a concern about its tendering or about its
to the southern region. The development of the Southerpurchasing of land, that process should be handled by a
Expressway is therefore a most welcomed and needgqulirchasing committee prior to the matter going to full council
development to the south and will provide opportunities forfor approval.
jobs associated with that development in that area. On councillors’ allowances and reimbursement of

A number of people have expressed concerns in relatioexpenses, until the MAG report on council boundaries and
to vehicle emissions that may or may not develop from thehanges to council boundaries is released, council allowances
Southern Expressway. If one were to look at the figures thatannot be addressed. However, | have some concern about
are put out in relation to public transport and vehicle emisthe reimbursement of councillors’ expenses. Some councils
sions, one would see that, if we increased the number dfave reimbursed councillors for fuel and child care expenses.
people using public transport in that area by a factor of twoUnfortunately, information on the reimbursement of elected
that would result in a reduction of 20 per cent in peak timemembers’ expenses is not available to the general public.
car usage, which in turn would reduce total vehicle emission$hat is of concern in respect of local government accounta-
by a factor of only .3 per cent. Therefore, we can do more fobility, and | have asked for that issue to be addressed.
vehicle emissions and meeting our obligations under the 1988 With respect to the areas of education, health and police,
Toronto agreement by introducing more fuel efficient carsalthough | did not serve on any of those Estimates Commit-
and following a process that has been followed overseas wittees, | am concerned about the material put out by the
regard to zero emission vehicles by introducing reformulatedwustralian Labor Party and by the Leader of the Opposition
gasoline and also setting up vapour recovery. Australian care a number of the southern electorates, including my own.
currently use more fuel per kilometre than do cars in thd was concerned about one pamphlet that was put out by the
United States. Therefore, we can do more to reduce vehicleLP—the bandits to my right—because of the perception it
emissions to satisfy environmental demands than by holdinggied to create. It said that, as a result of the budget, schools
up the building of the Southern Expressway. would close in my area. | point out to Opposition members

During the Estimates Committee proceedings, the Ministethat the Labor Party was responsible for closing seven
for Housing, Urban Development and Local Governmentchools in my electorate and neighbouring electorates. Three
Relations advised us of local government reform studies thaif those seven schools were in my electorate, and they were
have been put out for public submission. Two papers deallosed by the previous Labor Government.
with the accountability of local government and the conflict  Also for the benefit of members opposite, the Marion
of interest and allowances for elected council members. ThRoad corridor project is under way, which is an innovative
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project of the Minister for Education. The schools, the schoobrder which are planned for the electorate of Mitchell. | refer
principals and the school chairpersons have got together to the building of the new Darlington Police Station on Sturt
look at the needs of education in this part of Adelaide. TheyRoad opposite the Saint John Ambulance centre at Mitchell
have held a number of public meetings. The last publidPark. The new Darlington Police Station will be the command
meeting was held on 14 June. A number of ideas have bedrase for that district, and the building work will commence
put forward over the period of this consultation process. Thén September this year. As well as that, the Attorney-General
results will now go to a planning committee—comprised ofannounced during the Estimates Committees that an allow-
representatives of the primary school principals, the higlance has been offered to the Marion council for the setting up
school principals, DECS and SAIT—which will put forward of a local crime prevention unit. In conjunction with the
a number of recommendations. | have put forward a numbeévlarion council, local business people, the local community
of recommendations, particularly the amalgamation of twaand the police will form a committee to devise ideas for crime
primary schools to form a school of the future in Lafater'sprevention so that we can get on top of crime in the Marion
Triangle, and that has received a warm response from peopdeea.
in the planning group as well as the— In addition, | have been successful in negotiating a deal
Mr Clarke: Has the Premier thanked you? for the provision of facilities for the police to establish a
Mr CAUDELL: The Premier thanked me immensely. shopfront presence at Westfield Marion, and | have passed
The Minister for Education has taken on board the proposithat information onto the Minister for Emergency Services
tions. As well as that, included in the report was the implica-so that he can advise the Police Department. | understand that
tion of ward closures in the local hospital as a result of thehe Police Department is having discussions at present with
budget. The interesting thing associated with all thes&\Vestfield Marion with regard to the setting up of a police
perceptions is the same as that put forward earlier by thehop presence at that centre, and | look forward to that
member for Elizabeth who had been told that, if a person waannouncement in the very near future.
to operate in the intensive care area and did not receive Mr Clarke interjecting:
sufficient training, a set of circumstances may occur which  The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader of
could cause an emergency. Having been told this, | believthe Opposition should look at Standing Order 65. The
the member for Elizabeth then went out to a press conferendenourable member’s time has expired.
only 100 metres away and proceeded to say that an emergen-
cy had occurred in the Flinders Medical Centre as a result of [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]
staff shortages and that a patient had died. That sort of
perception was put out by the member for Elizabeth and has
been put out by the Leader of the Opposition in a pamphlet STATUTES AMENDMENT (RECORDING OF
that was released in my electorate. INTERVIEWS) BILL
The Leader of the Opposition did not include in the . o . )
pamphlet the fact that proFl))ﬁ)ems in the health area have been Received from the Legislative Council and read a first
experienced throughout Australia at present and relate to tH&ne.
number of people who are moving out of the private health
system and into the public system. In the past financial year, STAMP DUTII'EA\S'\A(EI\/INAEEQI\AKEE"\I?BBI]II_ELSECURITIES)
in South Australia an extra 11 000 people were treated in the
public health system. As | said, the biggest growth was in the

. ; Returned from the Legislative Council without amend-
public health system. The number of people coming out o

the private health system is adding an extra $29 million to the ent.
health budget and creating great problems in relation to health APPROPRIATION BILL 1995
in South Australia.

An honourable member interjecting: Adjourned debate on the question:

Mr CA,UDELL: Yes; | will speak about the arts ‘,"md That the proposed expenditures referred to in Estimates
callisthenics in a moment. Nowhere in the pamphlet did th&ommittees A and B be agreed to.
bandits opposite include the fact that the problems associated
with the health system have arisen as a result of the number Mr QUIRKE (Playford): | was speaking with the Deputy
of people coming out of private health insurance into thd_eader today and | pointed out to him that this is a rather
public system. Then there is the letter from the Leader of théistoric sitting of Parliament. This is the first time we have
Opposition in which he talked about the police and the needver voted on appropriation without all the matters which
for tougher action, and | took great delight in reading thatwvere raised in the budget being settled. There have been
letter. Last year | put out a newsletter which related to thdimes in this place when | have not had issues satisfactorily
reintroduction of a law which allows the police to check asettled, and we have waited for the mythical date when
person’shona fidesluring the hours of darkness, for which Ministers would bring back answers to hundreds of questions.
there was total support in my electorate. | had no soonéiWhen we were in Government there were only a handful of
released that information when the Leader of the Oppositioquestions and whether or not they were satisfactorily
and his fellow sheep farmers opposite all stood up in thignswered is one issue, but this time we are not even doing
House and criticised me for taking draconian action and fothat.
the reintroduction of the loitering law. At the same time, they In fact, when | looked at the parliamentary sittings |
wrote a letter telling my electorate that the Liberal Govern-wondered what would come on this week because | did not
ment had gone soft on issues such as crime and law anbink even this lot would be cheeky enough to bring on an
order. Appropriation Bill before those hundreds of questions asked
For the benefit of members opposite and of my electoratén the Estimates Committees had been answered. The
I will now go through the activities associated with law anddeadline for the answers to those questions is this Friday. |
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spoke to the Deputy Leader and pointed out to him that hot think that it was any different in the other committees at
thought he had been conned; not that it makes a great dealwhich other members were present. Those examinations are,
difference when we have 11 members of the Opposition anih no sense, complete and they will not be complete until at
36 members of the Government, but the issue needs to lbeast this Friday when we receive the responses to those
raised. A procedure and process is in place for this matterquestions. If we have a look at some of the things we have

The idea is that Parliament scrutinises the Government arfdund out during the course of those examinations, | would
the budget and has the opportunity to ask Ministers a seriesmply say that, in large part, the Opposition this year asked
of questions. | will come back to that in a moment becausenore questions about process and policy than it has done in
the whole thing has become a farce without the Auditorprevious years. Because we just did not have the numbers
General's Report. | raised that during the Estimates Commitsefore us to examine in the way that we would have expected.
tee hearings and | will be speaking about it tonight. TheBut out of that we have found there are a number of areas in
biggest farce in this whole issue is that we receive thehis budget over the next 12 months that we will need to
answers this Friday to questions that were not answered in tlbosely scrutinise as the budget unfolds.
committees, presumably three days after we have voted the In a general macro-economic sense, again we were
Bill through this House and sent it further down the corridor.presented with a budget and we are now presented with an
The Opposition thinks that procedure not only unusual an@ppropriation of funds with a number of parameters that will
strange but it is something that ought to stop next year.  be difficult for the Government to achieve. It took about three

I understand that 36 beats 11 every day of the week. | hav@onths into the 1994-95 budget before the wages predictions
spent most of my life counting numbers and | do understandlew out the lid. | do not think we will have to wait that long
that all that is required is an absolute majority and that is thathis time, because today we were told that the Police Force
When it is three to one or better, then you have a comforwill be satisfied with the current round of pay negotiations by
zone. | understand that, and the Government has a comfdttis time next week. | hope that that is the case, because we
zone, but we ought to at least have the pretence— have a Police Force in South Australia of which we can be

The Hon. D.C. Wotton interjecting: proud, but | have my doubts, because it is quite clear that, if

Mr QUIRKE: | would have been quite happy for the areasonable pay offer is made to the police, it will certainly
Minister to get up and answer the questions that he did najo into all other areas of public sector activity. Now, this
have the answers for last week. The point is that we do ndBovernment is not prepared for that, and that is shown by the
even have the pretence here any more that we are propethsdget. In a macro-economic sense, in our opinion the budget
examining the budget. A moment ago | mentioned théhas a number of shortcomings in terms of projected wage
Auditor-General. We received a document today—I do nogrowth over the next 12 months.
know why this turned up today: it is from last year's budget. We also think there are a couple of other problems with
There are a few things in it that are certainly worth lookingthe South Australian economy about which the Government
at. It is a supplementary report on last year's budget. Thigs either not coming clean or chooses to believe what is
year’s budget has been and gone, or it will be shortly. It isobvious to everyone is not really the case. Let me examine
now 7.35 at night and unless there are a few more speakersthat a little further. Two sets of ABS figures have been
and | am not going to go on forever—the budget will be votedannounced. We had a set in March regarding which the
on, it will be sent further up the corridor and the rest of it. InGovernment said, ‘The figures are just plain wrong.” The
Parliaments and budgets in bygone years, including last ye&remier stated during several Question Times that the ABS
under this Government, we had the Auditor-General’'s Repoigot it wrong and that South Australia was doing very well,
for 10 days before Estimates. Certainly, we did not receivand that the indices all indicated positive growth.
it this year and we did not receive the supplementary bit this More ABS figures were announced the other week which
year either. | am told we will be lucky to see the thing inindicated that South Australia was not doing nearly as well
September when this budget is already a quarter of the waas was being stated. The Premier and the Deputy Premier
through its life. then changed tack. They told us that the figures were right,

The issue is a simple one. If parliamentary process and thibat the ABS was doing something wrong—that the ABS had
examination of Ministers and their departments meansot got it right, and that they knew from anecdotal evidence
anything at all, then members of Parliament need a few thingthat the true story was a different one. In fact, it is not.
going for them so that they can do that job. First, we need the One of the first problems with which this Government will
Auditor-General's Report. When | raised this with the Deputyhave to come to grips during this financial year is the fact that
Premier last week, | was quickly reminded by a couple ofeven some of the Deputy Premier’s figures—and | will come
members opposite that the Auditor-General is a parliamentarty this in a moment—indicate that this State, sadly, is going
officer, not a Government officer. | was told that the Auditor- nowhere in terms of growth. | want to emphasise that a zero
General reports to Parliament—indeed he does. That is thgrowth rate in South Australia is not at the point zero but at
whole issue. We would like him to report in time so we canabout 2.75 per cent. | say that because you need to have an
use his report to have a look at the budget. The fact is that thisconomy growing at a rate of between 2.6 and 2.75 per cent
Government decided that it was going to have the budget ia year to employ the school leavers. To keep the same
late May, early June. It decided to bring it forward from thepercentage of employment—and | will not take this too far
usual time frame of August. Obviously, it did not tell the tonight—the economy has to grow by between 2.6 and 2.75
Auditor-General. Itis pretty obvious to me that it did not tell per cent per annum. The latest ABS figures indicate minus
too many people at all. 1.5 per cent.

So, we went into that process last week. In general, the The Government has said that the ABS is wrong. During
Opposition did a pretty good job of examining a number ofthe examination of the Deputy Premier’s portfolios, he even
the ministerial portfolios. | can comment on some of theoffered to go to the ABS and tell them where they were
examinations at which | was present. | can also say thatrong. He offered to go there with a group of people and
literally hundreds of questions were taken on notice and | déook at the way they sample figures and tell them where they
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are going wrong. He has some experience in that because,@sne about the Main North Road, which carries a great deal
I understand it, some 25 to 30 years ago that fellow actuallpf traffic from another main interstate arterial road into the
worked in that department helping to put those figure<ity. | hope that in future the funds will be found, presumably
together. Generally we have found the ABS figures to bat Federal level because of the amount that is required, to
fairly accurate. upgrade that road and ensure that it has three lanes of traffic
The Opposition says the reason why the ABS figures aren either side, as | understand the new Mount Barker Road
so low in part is the decline in public sector activity in Southwill have. We do not need any tunnels on the Main North
Australia. | asked the Deputy Premier by what amount hdroad, but we need a number of intersections to be upgraded
would discount those figures in terms of the declining publicand made safer for motorists and pedestrian traffic.
sector and he said, ‘About 1 per cent.’ | thought that was a | turn now to emergency services. Last week we had the
reasonably generous figure. In fact, the 1 per cent deductigeroblem of the Minister and the Police Commissioner giving
from these figures indicates that the South Australiamdifferent accounts of certain events. Whilst it is not the thing
economy is hovering at around minus .5 to zero growth irtonight to go over those different events and the less than
1994-95. edifying spectacle of the Minister and the Commissioner
Last week, the results of another survey conducted by having what could only be described as a stoush in front of
group of academics from the University of New South Walesan audience in South Australia, the key issue is that there is
came out. They made a prediction that, in the next 12 monthsinhappiness in the Police Force which stems not only from
South Australian growth would be 2.3 per cent. They basethe present wages campaign but also from the way in which
that figure on information that was supplied and on certairthe Minister has treated the police since his election to that
indices, and | will come to them in a moment. That reportjob 18 months ago.
said that, in the next five years, a 2 per cent growth rate | hope that the Premier will see fit to sort out some of
would probably be the average. | remind the House thathese industrial and morale problems which are affecting our
unless the State has growth of 2.75 per cent, it will not movédolice Force. One of the first things that is needed is a degree
ahead at all. In fact, the economy will contract. of integrity and a round table discussion. We note, for
If those figures are correct, over a four or five year periodinstance, that the Minister for Industrial Affairs has since last
unfortunately, we will have an increasingly smaller economyweek been given the task by the Premier of sorting out some
vis-a-visthe national stage. A large number of families will of the problems that the Minister for Emergency Services
have to move from this State to other States and perhaps eveaems incapable of resolving. We hope that the sorts of
overseas to seek employment. One of the points that | waistenes that we saw last week between the Minister and the
to make tonight is this: unless we can get the growth in th&€€ommissioner, which we believe will ultimately flow through
economy that we need, unless we can achieve the figure ofto a Police Force that will not be as good as it could be, will
4 per cent that the Premier promised before the last electiobg things of the past and that the intervention by the Minister
unless we can get close to the national average—right nofor Industrial Affairs and the Premier will over the next
we are at the very bottom of the scale, even behind2 months see support for the police which, in my view, is
Tasmania—in the next 10 to 20 years we will see a brairessential. In fact, the Police Force in South Australia is
drain from this State, an exodus of people, and less invesprobably the best in Australia.
ment because it will be a declining economy and investment There are a number of concerns among people and
will go elsewhere. We will also see all the problems that arenembers of Parliament about the safety of their communities.
associated with economic difficulty. We will see pools of We raised those concerns today when we asked the Premier
heavy unemployment in a number of areas, a lack of investo rule out any suggestion that there would be a stand-down
ment and a lower than desirable level of retooling in many obf police officers who are pursuing legitimate industrial
our manufacturing industries. We will become much moreactivity. Alas, the Premier saw fit not to give that support to
susceptible to the large corporations in South Australia, anthe police; he saw fit not to answer that question this
heaven forbid if the ground should quake underneath thenafternoon, except to say that his view was that the problems
The ABS figures are very serious. The Oppositionwould soon go away. Unfortunately, the problems will not
approached the Government on a few occasions last year adidappear quickly under this Minister. One can only hope that
also this year, suggesting that we ought to deal with thén the ensuing weeks some sanity will return to that area.
problems as a whole community, not only as legislators but | want now to consider the Treasury. When the Treasurer
also as unions and employers, involving a whole range odnd his department were before us, | was concerned about
people who want to make their home here. So far, those calleparation packages. We found that about $857 million has
have fallen on deaf ears. been spent so far on ensuring that people are not at work. |
I turn now to the specifics of the budget, which is a mixedhave always had doubts about that particular policy, and they
bag. Some Ministers will oversee exciting programs over théasically stem from a bit of common sense.
next 12 months, one of which is the Southern Expressway, It works out like this: if | am an aged public servant or, for
or the third arterial road. The budget contains a number dfhat matter, one who is not all that old, and | am thinking
other programs that the Opposition will support, in generalabout doing something else in life other than filing or
I cannot speak entirely for that because there are othereparing papers (in many instances for people who are not
shadow portfolios, but in large part the road that is to benterested in them) and circulating them to people who are not
constructed to the seat of Reynell by 1997 and the next stag@ncerned about that problem, why would | want to leave the
thereafter will be a positive thing for South Australia. Indeed,Public Service and do something else, even if | was 61 or 62
the Commonwealth moneys which are being provided for thend facing imminent retirement, when | could get up to two
upgrade of the Mount Barker Road and a couple of otheyears’ wages if | were to hang around long enough and
projects like that will also be a great boon to the communitysomeone offered me a package?
I hope that at some stage the Commonwealth will find the The previous Government faced this problem, and its
money to boost the State’s revenues so that something can imitial response (not its final response) was lacking in a few
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instances with regard to this issue. However, it realised thatoes not believe in those sorts of things. The Minister waxed
it had to target separation packages. We all know that procesgical during Question Time today about the Government’s
as GARG. About 3 500 positions were identified as surplugommitment to a number of these services, but we find that
and packages could be offered to those people. Towards tiiee money and the rug are being pulled from under those
end of that Government, that was expanded to take in a fegervices, involving both his department and the Health
thousand more people. Department.

That is where the problem started. This Government came The great Savings we were told would be found in the

to power 18 months ago and decided that, instead of thgrivatisation of such undertakings as Modbury Hospital are
careful targeting which at least started the response to thgysory: they are a long way into the future. Over the past six
problem, it would go headlong into the problem. We now findmonths | have asked a number of questions about Modbury
that nearly $1 billion has been spent. As | have said, we wilHospital. | clearly recall asking what was the cost of the
get nothing for that money. There will not be one extraseparation packages there. When | did my own investigation
teacher in a school or one extra doctor or nurse in a hospitalfound that it was about $11 million, whereas we were told
No extra schools will open. Instead, we will find that there would be a $6 million saving. It did not take much
$1 billion has been spent to pay people not to work. mathematics to realise that it would take into the third year
~ We have now found that, where packages were given, thgyr any suitable or substantial savings to occur. We found last
jobs have not been abolished. Other people are now doingeek that the up-front cost of privatising Modbury was
those jobs. Anecdotal evidence is coming in from every$18 million, and | do not believe it stopped at that point. We
where. A guy rang me yesterday from one department t@ow know that the deal has to run for at least three years, and
dump on the place where he used to work. He told me that hi¢ you add interest that takes it well into the fourth year:
had got a package and that he was very happy there. Whegiding interest at the rate of 10 per cent means that it will be

I rang him back, I discovered that he was working in anothetjose to four years before there is any benefit from that
Government department. | am told that that cannot happegcheme.

but | know that it has happened in a number of instances. |

can only suggest that one of the most public examples of th% The only good thing about all this is that the rush into

) . o .. privatisation of Modbury Hospital does not appear to have
is that of the former Lotteries Commissioner. We were quit een followed by a rush into privatising other hospitals.

openly told that he had a package. | have no argument with, o o 26 obyiously so many problems out there, not the least

that particular individual no longer occupying that job. .MOStof which is that it has been an absolute drain and will

?oncl)lutrha;atkla ;nn%m?ﬁtrs thfl)vvf;le::le Sreargl 'nn:hfnlé‘s: Pﬁgaam?%ntinue to be a drain on the budget for at least another three

aelf)?to a ’abo ?thg r%lg of t%a?'nd' .Z a? ers, au ty?ears, that one hopes the Government does not try to save any
Say about the 1at Individual. more money with such schemes or we will go bankrupt.

The former Lotteries Commissioner got a package and we
met his replacement that night. One really wonders about the .
. .~ Mr LEWIS (Ridley): The last word uttered by the

effectlyeness of such kr)rllea;]suEes. Perhapsdo'r;e of ourCstand_ln mber for Pla(yford )L/J)nderlines exactly the problen){ which

committees, presumably the Economic and Finance Commif;. ; L

tee, may want to check down, source out and discover ho r;fur:ﬁ ngﬂ;?gﬁam%rggguﬂd C\'/Shsoilﬁggu dei(sj a*gtoitev;zlt%%?n

T et o <abanre e o e HATings cver many yeas about he roigacy nvoling

Government consultancy. In other words, the committe ublic money and the way in which they allowed free reign

could discover not only how much of that $857 million is not eicfgsnst:\r/]g?isftlz tﬁréetvv?alxswtl)g}r;[h?aita?]tsvi?hairgls( Ilannjie:te (())flict:ri]ees
paying for work but also how many more people will take on 9 gp

in future jobs which should have been abolished and fron%tIII has not come home to the honourable member. He fails

which we have not had the kind of savings that we expected9 gnderstand that the State’s problems', of .vv.h|c.h he com-
It was a clear cut situation in the case of the formerpla'ns about the consequences, have their origins in the inane

Lotteries Commissioner. He was given a package angollmes pursued by his Party when it was in government for
removed from his job but the job was not abolished. Anothe lor12years.
person is now acting in that position, and whatever amount What an awful record: what a mess! Yet he presumes to
of money was paid to that individual unfortunately wascome in here and lecture the current Government and
wasted, so that we will not see any increase in service in th@linistry about the necessity for commonsense in fiscal
Government sector. The Opposition is absolutely adamarpatters. Itis a pity that when Labor was in government he did
about the attitude to these cuts in the budget. | have alreadipt have the same insight that he professes to have now. If we
mentioned the question of the police. Education gets a toudROk objectively at the performance of the Estimates Commit-
up again in relation to school support officers. | am already€€s, we find that the Opposition chose to use the Estimates
receiving mail in my electorate office from some of the Committees, this year more so than last year, to create, as it
schools in my district which, as a result of this Government'svere, political blood sports, and they failed abysmally. They
actions, will be expected to undertake even more progranfdd not lay a glove on the Government anywhere.
with fewer staff. Anything at all that received publicity was something that
In the past three years we have had the Educatiohad already had its origins in the domain of the press rather
Department's EDSAS program whereby all schools are to bthan in the Opposition’s offices, and most of it was wide of
connected to a central databank. However, the number dfie mark as far as fact goes; for instance, the recent state-
staff, the people at the coalface responsible for it, is being cunents we have heard about the likelihood of abandoning the
back. We have many other examples of cutbacks in a rang@ping shrike as the State’'s emblem and thereby wasting
of areas. One has been the counselling service in the northenandreds of thousands if not millions of dollars on existing
districts, and | have heard of other small budget lines beingtationery by crunching up things with a piping shrike on
cut from other community services, because this Governmethem, such as appears on the cover of the supplementary
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report of the Auditor-General which has been tabled in théHaving understood that, instead of crying wolf all the time,
House today. closer to the election it should offer what it regards as a
Nothing could be further from the truth. The Governmentphilosophical alternative bunch of policies to the South
has no intention whatsoever of abandoning the piping shrikéAustralian people, with good arguments to back them up,
it will simply use a different logo on the letterhead after based on factual information obtained from that kind of
current stationery runs out, but the piping shrike remains thiscrutiny throughout the four-year term of each of the
State’s worthy emblem. We know that most States have theRarliaments which we now have.
birds, flowers, animals and their gemstones, and South These Estimates Committees are not a blood sport in
Australia is no exception. politics, and any attempt to use them in this way will result
In heraldic terms our bird is called the piping shrike butin the reporting of the proceedings to the general public and
itis in fact the white backed magpie, so common throughouthe general public’s attitude being further lowered in regard
this State and southern Australiaryifig to make some story to not only the institution but each of us as members of it. To
out of that indicates the paucity of Opposition members'my mind that is not only sad but distressing because without
ideas on what is relevant in political terms.It certainly has nota Parliament we do not have democracy. The methods of
enhanced their standing in the polls, and it certainly has ngtolicy making which are otherwise used—that | have seen
enhanced their understanding of the process of collectintaking place in other societies—are nowhere near as satisfac-
revenue and spending it in the public interest as Goverrtory as the methods we have in our democracy in ventilating
ments, particularly State Governments, must do to meet theihe tensions that otherwise build up. When those from other
reasonable obligations economically and socially. parts of the world see how our democracy works, they can see
Mr Speaker, you and | know—right from the former we are very much better off. They envy what we have, yet we
Premier, the Hon. David Tonkin’s introduction of Estimatesdo not seem to value it and we certainly do not use it in the
Committees as an alternative means by which we scrutinidashion in which it was intended to be used.
the Government’s budget—that they were intended to provide By doing what they did, members opposite reminded me
the Parliament, through the House of Assembly, with theof the way in which | was treated by Chairmen in past years
opportunity of asking questions, not only of Ministers butof Estimates Committees when | was a member participating
also their senior public servant advisers, about the finer detdih the questioning. Had | attempted to ask questions anything
of the programs on which they are spending public fundslike some of the questions that were put from time to time by
Estimates Committees were never intended to be politicahe member for Ross Smith, the Leader and others, | would
blood sport. have been chucked out, in the 1980s and early 1990s. Yet,
I noticed during the course of this year's Estimatesthese members opposite not only saw it as being appropriate
Committees a further deterioration in the focus of attentiorto do that but they took advantage of the generous, consider-
by members on the information provided in the Programate nature of the people in the Chair to keep the business
Estimates and the budget lines themselves. They strayed wiflewing. | guess that that in itself was a good strategy on the
of the mark with many of their questions, and | refer particu-part of the honourable members chairing the committees (the
larly to the Leader. He strolled into the Estimates Committeesnembers for Gordon and Peake), in that it enabled the
and shot from the lip on many occasions, only to discove©pposition to expose the inanity that it had—
that he was outgunned by the Minister. He was ill prepared Mr Scalzi: In the year of tolerance.
and had badly researched the subject matter he used as theMr LEWIS: Yes, in the year of tolerance, as the member
basis of attack on that Minister, rather than basing higor Hartley points out—in the way in which it set about its
guestions on what the Minister's department was doing, andork. It did not expose anything of great public moment
the Leader would then walk off, bloodied, cowed and beaterduring the course of those Estimates Committees, nor did it
If that is the kind of approach which the Opposition contribute anything to a better understanding of the kind of
continues to use, | wonder at the necessity of retaining thdirection we should take, recognising that we are in financial
Estimates Committees. It is an important part of the totablifficulty.
process of the Parliament, but if Opposition members cannot That brings me to my next point. Some inane—and that
use it better, perhaps they ought to put me in one of theiis a word that | use very deliberately and do not use unneces-
places. | know that | could do a better job than most of thensarily in describing some people who are or have been
did during the course of this year’s scrutiny, and not for thepractitioners in politics—people such as the former Premier,
sake of scoring points off anybody but, rather, in order tadDonald Dunstan, say that debt is not a problem. How many
discover exactly what the Government is proposing to ddimes do they have to bring out this puppet, dust him off,
with the funds it is appropriating, not that the Governmentstand him up as a character and get him to tell the world how
intends to be secretive about it, but without the opportunitymportant it was for the history of this State and this nation
of asking those questions a better understanding of thogbat he was Premier. He laid the foundation stones for the
programs cannot be achieved. debacle that we have suffered in the late 1980s and early
In the process of asking those questions the opportunit$990s: where people in positions of responsibility accept no
is provided to all members of the Parliament to put beforeesponsibility for the decisions they make to spend more
those senior public servants some of the views and factuahoney than they have and, indeed, see it as virtuous, in many
information they have that is relevant to the implementafrespects, when they can neither give good reason nor account
tion—the execution, if you like—of policy decisions made finally for where the money has gone, other than that it
by the Ministers and the Government collectively. That iscertainly helped them and their political fellow travellers in
where the Opposition ought to be heading, especially at thithe process of its being collected from the public and spent
point in the Parliament. Here we are, about 18 months intin the way it was.
a Parliament. The Opposition ought to be building a clear That is all that fellow did. There may be people who get
understanding of what the Government, through the directioa warm inner glow from it but, at the end of the day, if you
given to it by the Ministers, is aiming to do with the State. have not generated an increase in the ways you can create
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wealth, you cannot increase the general level of welfare. Yegrder to continue to do that research and provide extension
that was never understood by the honourable gentlemanformation to the would-be producers to enhance their level
whilst he was Premier or since, and his most recent utterance$ productivity and the efficiency with which they go about
about it clearly indicate the truth of what | am saying. All the it. This is vital if we are to get the prosperity upon which we
money that was expended on those programs and thiepend for the money to pay the police, for health care and
developing programs that flowed from them has been aublic schools, and for everything else which the Government
millstone around our neck. We now have to make the culturenust provide. We have to reduce the debt level—and
shift in outlook and attitude if we are to survive as asomeone musttell Dunstan that. The sooner he shuts up if he
sovereign State in control of our own destiny, collecting fromcannot understand that, the better off we will all be. He
those who generate some prosperity and from those who eatcontributes nothing to the debate other than humour, but
a share of it in the course of their work and then distributingpeople do not laugh with him, they laugh at him.
to those who do not have sufficient. Furthermore, through So | say to the member for Playford, who regards himself
that process of redistribution, we educate the next generaticas the alternative Treasurer, that it is not good enough to
and keep the current population of children, adults and oldomplain about people in the Public Service who took a
folk healthy and safe. package and then allege that they have come back to become
That is the charter, and you have to make sure, in my consultant and get additional income on contract, because
judgment, that the policies you pursue and the funds you wilthat is simply not the truth: it is not so, it is not on, it is not
use go towards ensuring that tomorrow is a better day thapart of the policy, and it cannot happen. This Government has
was yesterday, through an increase in prosperity that can themade it plain that no-one who has taken a targeted or a
be shared by all. Incidentally, the mechanisms for sharing arluntary separation package will be permitted to become a
not only through taxation. Our social mores should encourageontractor to the Government in the area of service in which
us as citizens to do more for others than that for which theyhey were employed prior to their departure. So let us put that
are able to pay, but not require us to do those things that sontigtle fib to rest once and for all. | think | have said sufficient
fanatically philosophical Left wing person believes will be to illustrate my concern—indeed, it would not be too serious
in their best interests and tells us so through the nanny Statef me to say ‘contempt'—for the indifferent way in which the
More of us need to be encouraged to think for ourselvesQpposition set about abusing (not using) the process of the
to accept responsibility for our actions and our personaEstimates Committees this year. | am saddened by that, and
welfare, as well as encouraging those of us who are capablérust that the Opposition will lift its game next year.
of generating prosperity to do so; to identify the opportunities
through which greater service can be provided and by which The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Giles): | will begin with
goods can be manufactured to satisfy customers (whetharfew comments following on the comments of the member
they be local, interstate or overseas) and thereby provide jotfgr Ridley, the member for Peake and the member for
for others. This will thereby create sufficient to share a littlePlayford about whether or not Estimates Committees are
with others who can do neither. That brings me to my nexworthwhile. | think that Estimates Committees have long
point. passed any use that they may have had. The idea of the
Basically, in our society we enjoy the benefits of theTonkin Government to introduce them was a good one, but
primary industries, that is, mining and agriculture in all itsthe only purpose that they serve now is to allow Ministers to
forms, including aquaculture. have the best part of a fortnight off, only having to work on
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: one day. That is something that Ministers, at least, think is
Mr LEWIS: As the member for Mawson says, the dairy worthwhile—they do not have to attend to the Parliament. It
industry is an important part of the entire process, as is thgives the opportunity for a few press releases to be sent out,
sheep industry, horticulture, floriculture or any other form ofbut very little more because, as the member for Playford
primary industry where you use the resources at youstated quite correctly, the information that is sought is not
disposal—the sun, the seasons and the soil—in a sustainalgiyen until the debate is finished, and that seems to make the
way to produce something that will be saleable in thewhole exercise pointless.
marketplace. The people who have been doing that have been | believe that Estimates Committees ought to be abolished
doing so for a very small reward, most of them during theand that the budget should be referred to the standing
past 15 years having often been near to or on a negativemmittees. | think that that would be more efficient and that
income, certainly below what has been regarded as thiéaere would be fewer parish pump questions—not that parish
poverty line—and we have had that debate. pump questions are necessarily wrong, but | think the
In this instance, my point is that, in consequence of thetanding committees of the Parliament could handle the
debt levels that we have run up nationally through irresponbudget quite adequately, and | do not believe that it would
sible policy, we now find that we are not able to generatenean any more work for Ministers. In fact, in a smaller
sufficientincome to fix our balance of payment problems, lecommittee it is probable that the Ministers may have to do
alone return us to the level of prosperity that would enable uenly half a day. The whole exercise could probably be
to care for everyone. So, we cannot finance the necessagpnducted over a full week, and that would be the end of it.
research and extension to do so. It is, no doubt, that area &fertainly, more of a big picture would be taken by the
the economy from which we get greatest value in return fostanding committees rather than by the present format of the
our dollar. | can produce tables that show that the benefifestimates Committees. If Cabinet looks at that, it may well
cost effect from money spent on research is 40:1—in mangee some merit in it. There will certainly be no more work for
instances, 60:1—and the member for Hart well knows that tdinisters, and | know that is the principal reason we still
be the case. have them long after they have outlived their usefulness.
Institutions such as SARDI, in conjunction with the A couple of interesting things came out of the Commit-
Department of Primary Industries, need to be provided withees, all the same, but certainly not enough to warrant the
more resources than they have been able to get this year Estimates Committees sitting for two weeks. | do not think
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there was two weeks of interest, but there was the oddonservative forces in Australia. Only over the past six
moment. One of the highlights for me was the appearancamonths | have been reading how the Liberals are now saying
before the Attorney-General's Committee of Professothat the Vietham war was a mistake and that they were
Richard Blandy. This surprised me because, although | hagrong. | do not think that they apologised, but, in article after
seen a vague reference to Professor Blandy’s assisting tlagticle, they are saying how wrong they were about the
Government in some way, | was surprised at the depth of thigietnam war. They now applaud the overthrow of apartheid
assistance and the commitment from Professor Blandy. Fan South Africa. For 30 years the Liberals trooped to South
those who do not know—and | presume that no-one in thié\frica and came back and said that we did not understand
Parliament would not know, but for those who readtheir problems; that we should leave them alone; and that it
Hansard—Professor Blandy has always been the mostvas all okay and none of our business. Now they applaud
extreme right economist in South Australia, along withNelson Mandela and say, ‘How wonderful.” Times change.
Professor Cliff Walsh. The two them have always been the 1also noticed, in the past couple of weeks, the reaction to
driest of the dry, worshipping the marketplace and spoutinghe French nuclear tests. | can remember in a previous life,
first year economics at every opportunity. Neither of themas a humble seaman on the tugs, sticking up any French ship
seems to have developed since he read his first rathémat came anywhere near Whyalla more than 20 years ago,
primitive text book. The rest of the world has passed them byand protesting against the French and their nuclear testing
Professor Blandy is a very likeable chap; you could nodown here. Of course, then | was accused of being a trouble-
dislike him at all, but when he appeared before the Commitmaker, communist ratbag and so on. All the Tories thought
tee as an adviser to the Premier | was quite shocked. | did ntttat the French right were quite right to do what they wanted,
realise the depth of change that had taken place in this persdn.have their own bomb and to make sure that bolshevism did
He was rather flushed, so | do not know how comfortable haot rise in the east and overrun them, and all that nonsense.
was at being with the Government, but he seemed to cope Now | see John Howard and all the rest standing shoulder
reasonably well. He had obviously taken the socialist dollato shoulder with us—shoulder to shoulder with Greenpeace,
and was on the taxpayers’ payroll—very significantly, Ithe Seamen’s Union and so on—saying, ‘No tests.” Just
understand. | do not have the details of his contract, but theyesterday, tariffs came up. | heard John Moore, the Federal
will eventually be provided to the House. Nevertheless, DickOpposition spokesman, saying, ‘Well, hang on, all this
Blandy has gone on the taxpayers’ payroll and has joined atieducing of tariffs is not necessarily right.” | was staggered.
the other 100 000 he has railed against over the past twGan one believe in anything any more? Can one believe any
decades, to my knowledge, and seems to be wallowing in igf those people? | have listened to them and fought against
if the figures | have heard are anything to go by. them for decades, and now | am uncomfortable because they
| thought, ‘That is fair enough: a man has to eat, and kll seem to be on my side. | am rethinking my position now
suppose the socialist dollar is as good as any other dollar. that all those people are on my side. Nevertheless, | welcome
you can sleep, who am | to argue?’ | questioned Professdhem all to the left. They have been a long time coming, but
Blandy about his commitment to this Government and thall converts are welcome.
quite enormous amount of intervention in the marketplace, A couple of local issues that arose are worthy of mention.
and whether he supported all this Government interventioAll members will be pleased to know that | raised with the
distorting the marketplace, with all the inefficiencies thatChief Justice the issue of resident magistrates in country
come into play when the market is distorted, according to aareas. There was no point in raising it with the Attorney-
least two and probably three decades of Professor BlandyGeneral; we know the Attorney-General’s view. However, to
propaganda. That is all | have ever read from Professaiecap for the benefit of the House, the former Chief Justice
Blandy: do not distort the marketplace and do not interveneremoved resident magistrates from Whyalla, Port Augusta
it is wrong. and Mount Gambier, and the Attorney-General went along
When asked about this Government's significant intervenwith that. At the time | do not think he realised what he was
tion in the marketplace in buying Westpac or Motorola ordoing.
whatever, he was a little flushed; nevertheless, he said that | attempted to accommodate the Attorney-General’s argu-
now it is a good idea to distort the market. He said it was anent. The Attorney-General's argument was that that was
good idea for governments to intervene in the market placentirely a matter for the Chief Justice; it was nothing
it was a good idea for governments to buy jobs. He disownedhatsoever to do with the Government; it would be quite
Professor Cliff Walsh, who was his blood-brother for manycontrary to the Act for the Attorney-General to intervene. |
years. | thought that that was a bit sad, especially as Professam a very patient person, as you, Mr Speaker, would know,
Cliff Walsh has maintained the faith. He has said that he haand | waited until the new Chief Justice was at the table. |
strong reservations about buying those jobs and abowaisked him about this. | asked, ‘Would it be a great violation
intervention. But not Professor Blandy. Once Professoof any constitutional principle if the Government decided that
Blandy picks up your dollar, you know you have got him. it wanted, for whatever reason, to put a magistrate on every
You know that he will parrot your line. corner of every street in South Australia? Would that be a
Members interjecting: proper policy for the Government to have? Regardless of the
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: |think that thatis asign wisdom of it, was it something that the Government was
of integrity. Once a person is bought, he stays bought. Thantitled to determine, and would the Chief Justice have any
is the sign of an honest man, and | was pleased to see it. difficulty with that if the Government put up such a propo-
As | have said, | do not necessarily disagree with thesal?’
Government's policy on buying those jobs. | am not necessa- | refer to Estimates Committees Bldnsard page 104),
rily arguing against the Government, but | was absolutelywhere the Chief Justice said that he would not have any
astonished to see Professor Blandy, however red-faced—veifficulty at all. His final word on the matter was:

had to drag it out of him—supporting the socialist line. There  That is Rolls Royce treatment for the people of the State, but if
seems to me to be a bit of a trend lately when we look at theéhe Government wants to do it we would be happy to assist.
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Earlier on in the proceedings, | asked: Health has made clear that he will kill this unit. The intention
Is there anything in the Courts Administration Act or any otheriS t0 take the nurse educators out of the unit and, if you do
Act that would create a huge constitutional crisis? that, it means that in effect you have no unit. | want to tell the

House of the reaction to that from a great many places right
across rural north-west South Australia. The objections from
nurses, hospitals, the RDNS and so on has been extreme.
§hey do not support nurse education being supplied from
) ' ) ) Adelaide: they want a country unit and they want to maintain
The Chief Justice quite clearly said: the one they have.

As | see it, the Government has a responsibility to decide what | have received correspondence about this issue, as | am
!tWi”C!O With_ public money. If the Government said that the critical sure have the members for Eyre and Flinders and various
'tf]?r‘:f iItSV\?Oemgllg) :f'(\)/'rar%'g‘ttrgtse;yct:ﬁ:ﬁtc’c%3}8‘9%%3%;?””’ I'do n‘i’é_gislative councillors. | have received letters from Woomera,

- Kimba, Cowell—all in my electorate—as well as Cleve,
That was always the position. All I want thg Attorney- Ceduna, Marree, Leigh Creek, Oodnadatta, the RDNS,
General to say is, ‘The Government has decided no mor&ndamooka and Cummins, and | believe that is only the start
resident magistrates. End of story. If you don't like it, tough;of it, because there will be a fight to keep nurse education
that's why we have elections. See you in four years’ time.hased in rural areas. The Government thinks that it can base
That s a perfectly legitimate thing for an Attorney-Generalit 1| in Adelaide and do some outposting, but it is not going
to say. | would disagree with the Attorney-General but It pe allowed to do that without a fight. | want every rural
would agree with the legitimacy of the statement. But nowmember in this Parliament to support me in that fight
to accommodate the Attorney-General, the Liberal majoritysecause, if they do not stop this Government from depopulat-
in this Parliament decided to send my Bill to a committee ofmg country areas, it will be their electorate next, as the
the Parliament, and the committee came back with apember for Chaffey has found out.
absolute non-report, which was of no benefit to anybody. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member's
Suffice to say, all of them missed the point, and the point wagme has expired.
this: what the Government did was allow another profession- \otion carried.
al, or three more professionals, to leave country areas. That The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer): | move:
is what | objected to. The fact that the lists have not increased That the remainder of the Bill be agreed to
and all that, misses the point completely. Again what this ) ) ’
Government has done is taken people out of country areas— Motion carried.
and professional people at that. It is difficult enough for us  Bill read a third time and passed.
to get them and keep them.

What particularly disappointed me was the behaviour of PUBLIC TRUSTEE BILL
the member for Chaffey who, as a country member, | would - agjourned debate on second reading.
have thought would have more sense. The member for (continued from 1 June. Page 2495.)
Chaffey stood up in this Parliament and in effect killed the

private member’s Bill which | put in to rectify this problem The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Giles): | am not the lead
and which would have made clear it was the Attorney-speaker, but | have a few words to say about this Bill, which
General's and not the Chief Justice’s decision. For the hope the Treasurer will take on board, as they say, and pass
member for Chaffey to do that for the Government wason my remarks to the Attorney-General, because it is a
traitorous to all country members in this Parliament. Theserious issue for everyone in South Australia. | have no
member for Chaffey is now in the position where the Cadelbpjection to what is in the Bill. | believe it is pretty sound but
Training Centre is likely to close. | have already told the| do have some strong reservations about the actions of the
member for Chaffey that he will have the support of everypyplic Trustee in certain areas. | am most concerned when |
member on this side to keep it open, for what that is worthgo into a shopping centre and see a display by the Public
He will have the support from one or two other country Trustee advertising that it will make up a will for nothing.
members. | had the support of the member for Eyre in the What the advertising does not say is that, if a person went
resident magistrate issue—nobody else. to his or her ordinary suburban solicitor they would receive
To coin a phrase, the chicken is now coming home to rooséxactly the same quality of service for a small up-front fee,
for the member for Chaffey, who did the Government's dirtybut it would be considerably cheaper for the estate to have the
work in relation to the issue of resident magistrates, as thical suburban solicitor acting for that estate rather than the
Government has come now for him. This Government is noPublic Trustee. | am not saying there is not a significant role
singling out the electorate of Giles and it is not singling outfor the Public Trustee, but | do not believe that that is one of
Whyalla or anywhere else: any Government employee in anghem without all the facts being put before the people. To
country area is a target, and they are given no considerati®uggest that something is being given away when in effect
whatsoever. The member for Chaffey will very soon indeedyhat is on offer is of much less value than the alternative and
have the opportunity to demonstrate that he does have sortieat to go down that track will cost much more in the long run
commitment to employment and to maintaining populatioris wrong.
in country towns and provincial cities, and | hope that, | do not think the Public Trustee charges any more than
although belatedly, the member for Chaffey will now get thethe other trustee companies, and | am not suggesting the
point. Public Trustee is acting any differently in comparison with
The question of the North-West Health Education Unitthe other trustee companies. | do not know much about the
was raised in the Estimates Committee, and that unit providesther trustee companies but | think their charges are much of
education services and continuing education services t@muchness, but | do ask the Government, in the interests of
nurses in the north-west region of this State. The Minister foconsumer protection, to ensure that the Public Trustee gives

This is in relation to a government directing where residen
magistrates went. | asked:

Would it be a proper decision of Government and not cause th
Chief Justice any grief?
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out all the information when it is doing its advertising. | am colleagues that they should require the Public Trustee to

really surprised that the Attorney-General, who is in chargelesist.

of this area and who is also the Minister for Consumer An honourable member interjecting:

Affairs, has not said to the Public Trustee, ‘What you are The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member

doing is possibly misleading people by not telling all of thewould know that the correct way to debate is not by way of

truth’, because in my view that is what is occurring. | can telldiatribe across the floor of the House. The member for Ridley

you, Sir, | do not hold any particular brief for our suburbanhas the floor.

solicitors, because they are not necessarily— Mr LEWIS: Given the concern that the honourable
Mr Cummins interjecting: member has expressed, | am surprised that he did not express
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: —yes—any friends of itin the previous Parliament, for instance, because I am quite

mine but, in this instance, | believe they are correct. | believéure we could have organised the numbers then. What we
that, when solicitors state that they are offering this servic&ave to do right now is accept the fact that Public Trustee, in

at a much cheaper cost than the trustee companies, they @&@vertising the services in the way it does, in a fashion which
absolutely right. might not bear too much scrutiny from the Trade Practices

Mr Cummins: They do not charge a percentage. Commission—in the same way as the Casino advertises in a
The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS: Exactly. They are deceitful fashion—nonetheless creates an asset that any good

absolutely right. The rich go to their solicitors: they do not golagtf'rgv\év%ﬂgnb'gnft? Lg{gg Iti) g‘?hz)r(]e;lrjé'or;geﬂlﬂth%xv'g;:er
to the Public Trustee. | suppose they have more sense. It jRat h S p 1y L
mainly workers who are being sucked in by this suggestio hilst those wills are continuing to be lodged with Public

that the Public Trustee is giving something away. If, when alg:ustee, uttimately it will be possible for us to sell them off

the facts are known and laid on the table, people still want t O the private sector either as a lump or in separate parcels so

go to the Public Trustee, that is fine. | do not understan at they can be executed at a much more efficient cost to the
' . estate, providing a benefit to the public purse as well as

something else and | would like a small intervention in the ; . .
debate by, for instance, the member for Norwood. something for the private sector to do when the time comes.

| ¢ quit hv solicit dthe Law Soci | Naturally enough, if the member for Giles had been half
d arpkno qui ﬁ stﬁre Vtvh y solicitors an " e aWt (;Cletyl—_ .awake (I nearly said ‘half a Whip,’ but I must not say that, as
0 not know whether there IS a separaté SoCIely T0r SONCIF yyin he might misunderstand me, Sir. | would not want him

tors—have not challenged these kinds of road shows that the - e offence at any of the remarks | am making) during the
Public Trustee goes on and explained, whether by advertisgi, o e \was in office in the previous Parliament | am sure
meno'f or bytnews sbtory, thatbthg qu?lgy of tthi'r se.rv;)cci '.? 4%hat we could have addressed that problem then. | trust that
good as (it may be even better, | do not know; but i 'Sin due time we will be able to do so because, like him, | share

certainly as good as) and cheaper, in the long run, fo .

administering estates than that of the Public Trustee. It woul ct?g gﬁrrg: Zzls\t/it:: Tto;saiqéjg ?;aetsfgz ?ﬁgsg U\I/qr?ovzgli ?tpgi?rs
be quite a legitimate thing for the SOI'C'tO.rS to do. When the|t certainly will not be for those whose benefit it will E)e
Public Trustee road show has appeared in my electorate a'%?(ercised to protect

the advertisements have appeared in the local paper stating

that the road show is coming—Come to your shopping  py CUMMINS (Norwood): It is very rare for me to take
centre and sign up'—l have often thought of going to the, an invitation from the member for Giles, but | am tempted
local paper and advising people not to do so. I may even haug op, this occasion, having practised law for 25 years. | must
failed in my duty as a member of Parliament in not doing Sogay that the member for Giles has a point. The honourable
because there is an element of coniniit. I do not like it and |yemper is talking about clause 45 of the Public Trustee Bill
plo not believe that the public sector ought to be involved in gg5 A we all know, clause 45(1)(a) of that Bill provides
It. that the Public Trustee has a right to charge rates at an
I make one thing perfectly clear: | am not criticising the amount fixed by regulation. Generally speaking, those rates
competence or the integrity of the Public Trustee at all. | amymount to approximately 4 per cent.
sure that every scrap of work it does is above reproach. | have To some extent the member for Giles has an argument
never heard any queries or any complaints and all myecause, as | understand the practice of the Public Trustee—
dealings with it have been absolutely first class. But, suckingnd it was certainly the case when | was in practice—it
people in by offering this service with the implication that it advertises that it provides free wills. In reality, that is not the
is free when it is more expensive than the solicitor on the:ase. Although it does not charge for the will, when one has
corner, who in provincial cities and country towns needs thaghe misfortune to die, the estate sop4 per cent charge. If
business, is wrong. | would welcome some legal eagle fronjye are talking about an estate of $200 000, to say the least,
the Government to explain to me why there has not been @hat is a substantial amount. In addition, the same legal fees
reaction from the Law Society. are paid. The Public Trustee does not do the legal work itself
) but refers the work out to firms of solicitors, so the full legal
Mr LEWIS (Ridley): |do notknow why the memberfor costs are paid, plus a percentage on the estate (which goes to
Whyalla comes in here now to make this complaint abouthe public Trustee and is part and parcel of its profit). |
what the Public Trustee is doing. The Public Trustee waghould have thought one could argue that that was misleading
doing that during the term of office of the Government of and deceptive conduct under the Trade Practices Act.

which he was Treasurer— _ When | was in the profession, it always annoyed me that
~ The Hon. Frank Blevins: And | always complained about it did this because | thought it gave an unfair advantage to the
it in Cabinet—always. Public Trustee as against general practice. When | was in

Mr LEWIS: You are noted for your ability as a numbers’ practice, | never charged for wills because hopefully, if the
man. The member for Whyalla is well known, Mr Deputy person who wanted the will prepared was not too old, one
Speaker. | am surprised that he was not able to convince higould get some sort of business for goodwill and, generally
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speaking, | did. | always thought it was a good way of The Bill preserves the Public Trustee’s community service
building up the practice. obligations such as executor of small estates and trustee of
It hurts me to say that | agree with the thrust of thelast resort. The Bill also allows the Public Trustee to charge

arguments advanced by the member for Giles. The Gover@ Management fee on investments in common funds and to
ment should look at the way in which the Public TrusteeCharge an admln!stranon fee on perpetual trusts. Clause 31
advertises its services because | think it is grossly unfair foféquires the Public Trustee to send an annual report to every
it to advertise on the basis that it does free wills whereas, iffivestor in the common fund. What is the use of this provi-
reality, it does not. If one worked it out on an average estat&i0n? How many investors are there? What will it cost?
of $150 000, it would be charging about five times what the My friend the late George Klein was asked by the then
average solicitor would charge for the same service. | mudtremier, the Hon. Lynn Arnold, to investigate the design,
say that | join with the member for Giles in some questioningPublishing and circulation of annual reports of State depart-
of the Public Trustee in the way it advertises. ments and quangos with a view to cutting the gloss, colour,
expense and print run of these things. | am sure that we could
Mr ATKINSON (Spence): The Opposition has con- Well live without receiving most of these annual reports,
sidered the Public Trustee Bill most carefully. The Bill plucks Which | think very few recipients read. I do not understand
the Public Trustee from the obscurity of Part 4 of theWNy this cost-conscious Government is creating a new
Administration and Probate Act and gives itits own Act. TheMailing list for annual reports. In confident expectation of
Government wants the Public Trustee to be fully competitivéNSWers to this question by the Deputy Premier, the Opposi-
with private trustee companies. For this purpose, it proposeon supports the Bil.
to change the law to allow the Public Trustee to be more The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premien): | thank

commercial and entrepreneurial. . N .
. . members for their contribution and support for the Bill.

In particular, the Government wants the Public Trustee g agjcally, the Bill widens the scope of the Public Trustee. In
operate a common fund open for investment from all trustees, sense the Public Trustee is limited on a number of fronts,
especially charitable trusts. Common funds consolidatgs members well recognise. It performs an essential function
monies from several estates or trusts that woulpl not b%a)at would not be performed by any private agency, and its
themselves attract the higher interest rates that a bigger fungheration has remained in place. Reports have been produced
earns or the security in diversity that a bigger fund can obtain,¢ 15 the appropriateness of the Public Trustee’s operation

The Minister in his second reading explanation said thatemaining a public undertaking.
the Government does not want the Public Trustee to emulate As we all appreciate, the Public Trustee establishment has
the trustee companies by accepting investments from thg unique position within this State because it does not
public generally. However, this may be done later bynecessarily seek trusts on its behalf, although the member for
regulation. Clause 29(1)(b) allows the Minister to permitGiles suggested otherwise. It does not seek estates on its own
investments by other classes of person. | shall be asking thgehalf in all circumstances, and that is different from the role
Deputy Premier in Committee what the Government intendglayed by private trustee companies, whose role is set down
by that clause. It could be that the Government increases thig statute. It is a role which encourages people to place their
classes of person entitled to invest in the common fund untiéstate moneys with those companies to be managed, to free
such time as almost everybody can invest. up those people who would normally be responsible for the

The same clause provides that the investments of thidvestment and control of such funds. It is a safeguard for
common fund must be of a class determined by the Publigecipients or beneficiaries of estates without the managerial
Trustee. This sounds rather like the legal list of investmentgesponsibility. Many accounts are forced upon the Public
that Parliament has just abolished for trustees. Can therustee because there is nowhere else to go.

Deputy Premier reconcile the Trustee (Investment Powers) The community service obligations of the Public Trustee
Amendment Bill with this clause? include a number of areas of which members would be aware.

A pall has been cast over our deliberations on the Bill byThere is the appointment by the Supreme Court of the Public
the arrest last Friday of a Public Trustee employee on arustee to act on behalf of a particular person. It acts as the
charge of manipulating documents to defraud trusts oprotector of the interests of those who cannot look after their
$1 million. Itis alleged that accounts were falsified during theown affairs: for example, minors or intellectually impaired
administration of estates. In a statement tabled in the Houggersons who have been awarded court settlements. In cases
this afternoon, the Attorney-General said: of large damages as a result of road accidents or civil

These offences are in no way related to the investment of fund%ab"!ty’ it is not uncommon for the.court to appoint the
or the increased commercial activity of the Public Trustee Office PuUblic Trustee as the agent responsible for the management
The proposed changes to the legislation relating to the Public Truste¥ those estates and the awards that have been provided. It has
will not increase the risk to funds under administration in future. Thea responsibility forced upon it by the State. Another area of
Public Trustee has a detailed system of checking and an activesmmunity service obligation is the examination of financial
internal audit unit. The breakdown in control appears to involve o P
human factors. However, as a result of the incident, all relevant@téments and the monitoring of the decisions of managers
internal controls will be reviewed. No estate will be affected by thisOf protected estates and administrators of deceased estates.
incident and all funds managed by the Public Trustee are secure affthe Public Trustee acts in the public interest.
guaranteed. Public Trustee holds significant reserves that can be used Other areas of community service obligation include the
to make good any losses and is insured for this purpose. holding of estates until administration is granted or for any
I am worried about further commercialising the Public period in which there is no trustee or personal representative,
Trustee in the same week that arrests in connection witand also the administration of deceased estates in a number
alleged fraud have occurred, but | welcome the Attorneyof special circumstances by order of the Supreme Court.
General's statement to Parliament. He is one of the MinisterBasically the Public Trustee acts as the trustee of last resort
in this Government in whom | repose confidence. where no other mechanism is available to a body responsible
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for guardianship, or for the rights and protection of peoplereturn from those trust funds without having to administer the
less fortunate than ourselves, to ensure that their interests aratter themselves in a hands-on manner.

taken into account. In fact, it is foremost in the administration ~ The Bill has identified a number of areas. It states that the
of estates. The Public Trustee has this role forced upon it. ABublic Trustee should not be precluded from inviting
the member for Giles said, in the normal course of businessrganisations such as charities, trustees of scholarship and
as a trustee company, the Public Trustee manages funds.trustees of minor estates from investing in the Public

Over a period the Public Trustee has accumulated &rustee’s common funds. We are not talking about large
significant amount of capital. The assets held in trussums of money. We are talking about sums of money for
amounted to $366 million at the last count, and the totalvhich people are made responsible, but in respect of which
equity was $15.1 million. In relation to the statement madét is not necessarily in their best interests for them to handle
by the Attorney-General as to what happens to the Publithat money on a day-to-day basis because they are not
Trustee when a fraud is visited upon it, funds of $7.4 millionequipped to do that. Those trustees quite often face a dilemma
are available to meet losses, so it is particularly well provi-2s to how they can obtain a safe investment which gives them
sioned for any such misadventure. There are three levels gffeasonable return to ensure that the capital is maintained for
reserves: deficit and other losses reserve, $3.3 milliorthe use set down, whether that is for scholarships or for
common fund reserve for estate losses, $.2 million; an@harities which wish to ensure that their investments are in
retained earnings reserve, $3.9 million. In total, the Publi¢afe hands.

Trustee has $7.4 million in reserve should it have to face As the member for Spence quite rightly pointed out, that
some unfortunate circumstance. |ndemnity insurance d{S as far as the Bill takes us. He wondered whether the Bill
$2.5 million is taken out to protect the public interest. Thewould take us much further than that because there is a
total insurance cover for losses, involving equity plusfunction allowed by regulation to extend the range of
insurance, amounts to $17.6 million. The proportion of equityorganisations which can invest in the Public Trustee common
plus insurance to total trust is 4.8 per cent. funds. As the member for Spence would recognise, it is
That level of cover for liabilities compares quite favour- certainly not the Government’s intention to take it further

ably with public sector trustee companies. For example, th'an whatiis laid down in the second reading explanation.
recent paper on the uniform trustee company legislation putg, A NUmMber of comments were made by the member for

forward several proposals relating to prudential standards arfdi'€s and the member for Norwood about the role of public

these include that there should be minimum capital nef'Ustee: whether it should be active in the marketplace and
tangible assets of $5 million for a licensed trustee companyether its advertising is appropriate. As a trustee company
the Public Trustee certainly conforms on that issue. irit takes moneys from those estates to administer those estates.

addition, the trustee company should have a maximurfs the memberforGiI.es pointed out, the service may well
gearing ratio of 1:1. The Public Trustee has borrowings of!®t be free; in fact quite the opposite because of the costs

$158 000 for the building at 25 Franklin Street and a gearingSSociated with operating and managing those estates. Many
ratio of .01:1. eople have now sought help from private solicitors to set up

The report also proposes indemnity insurance specificalltrUSt funds of their own or to get a competent relative to

targeted to recognise the role of trustee companies as truste gnage their funds. So, the role of trustee companies is
9 9 P chianging. By that small change we are attempting to allow

and State administrators are required. The Public Trustee hgscertain amount of greater flexibility that will not corrupt the

;’J%TiC'”.?:"Jstr:;eé;ge;zfgr?ééoOﬂls:g}gng(s) dandngtu :)F:](I)S?ﬁ’ tgfﬁtention of the Public Trustee Bill, which is basically the
P Y Y ustee of last resort. It allows greater flexibility and a wider

sense of being a responsible public body, but also in terms %fapacity to invest than exists at the moment, which will

the general levels of prudence required for all trusw%trengthen the role of the public trustee

compames.. . In terms of the incident given recent publicity, | have no
The Public Trustee also pays a dividend to Governmengecial knowledge of the circumstances. | do not know
It paid a dividend of $1.5 million and tax equivalents of hether the reported $1 million loss occurred over a long
$686 000 in 1994-95. The dividend represents 77.6 per Cefarind of time which should have been investigated and the
of the after taxation operating profit. The total payment to the,erson apprehended earlier, or whether it was a more recent
Government represents 83.5 per cent of the operating profent which no-one could have foreseen. | am sure the case
before taxation. The public has reason to take comfort fromse|f will highlight the fragility of any arrangement of trust
the fact that the Public Trustee has proper protection to ensufemeasures are not put in place to stop fraudulent activity. |
that the taxpayer does not have to pay the bills, as hgg| pe interested to see what the outcome of this case is,
occurred on other occasions, should there be a default gfacause the case study itself will be food for thought for
some small nature. _ o operators of public trustee. More importantly, it has ramifica-
The Bill reconstitutes the Public Trustee organisation andions for solicitors’ funds, land agents’ funds and a whole

itlays down a number of requirements. The major change, aainge of activities which had problem areas in the past. It also
part of the reconstitution and taken from the Administrationhas application to other trustee companies.

and Probate Act 1919, is that the new Public Trustee Bill of | will be interested in the final outcome of this case. There
1995 includes a provision for certain organisations to invesinay have to be a new system of internal audit or a better
their moneys with the Public Trustee. means of detecting such activity earlier; that is what we all
In his second reading explanation, the Attorney-Generalvish. We do not know the circumstances. Until it goes to
made the point that, in Victoria, the public is allowed to court and until all the material matters are brought before the
invest in the common funds and this is the only Statecourt it is inappropriate to judge the circumstances under
Government where that applies. However, a number of otherhich this happened. It is regrettable: it casts a shadow. It
organisations previously did not have the capacity to placwill be sorted out by our legal system, and | trust that we will
their funds within a trustee company and earn the rate dearn from the experience. The Bill does not affect that
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position. The Bill merely has the public trustee sitting underof investments. | also expect that the regulator would have
its own Act, and it creates further capacity for other forms ofresponsibility in this area and would have something to say
investment than previously prevailed but not in a competitiveabout the classes of investment and the way in which those
situation where it becomes a major manager of trust fundspvestments are managed. | suspect that the controls that will
unit trusts or whatever mechanism may be the order of thapply to the Public Trustee are far tighter than prevail under
day in financial markets. | thank the member for Spence fothe present legislation. From that viewpoint, it may be that
his support and the other members who contributed to ththey do not maximise their potential return but perhaps

debate. minimise their losses more than some other trustees under the
Bill read a second time. circumstances.
In Committee. Mr ATKINSON: | thank the Deputy Premier for that
Clauses 1 to 28 passed. answer and accept that | may have been drawing a long bow
Clause 29—'Common funds.’ in making a comparison between the two Bills. The clause

Mr ATKINSON: In my second reading contribution | notes say that the Public Trustee may charge against each
drew attention to the Trustee (Investment Powers) Act whickommon fund a management fee fixed by the Public Trustee
passed Parliament earlier this year. That amendment Biih respect of each month of the Public Trustee’s management
abolished the legal list. The legal list was a list of authorisef the fund. Will the Deputy Premier explain to the Commit-
investments in which trustees could invest. If trusteedee how the Public Trustee coped without a management fee,
invested outside the legal list, they were breaching their legalhat are the advantages of the management fee, and what
obligations. There was quite a debate about that in thwill be the consequences in future of not having a manage-
parliamentary Labor Party. It came to pass that we acquiescedent fee?
in the abolition of the legal list, and it was replaced by aduty The Hon. S.J. BAKER: It is common practice for all
of prudence on a trustee. Subclause (2) provides: trustee companies to allocate the administration costs for

The Public Trustee must determine the classes of investments &ccounts and some overheads into each of the funds. Itis a
which a common fund may be invested and may vary the classesommon practice and a matter of the extent to which those
from time to time. charges are made against the funds. There has been and will
The Deputy Premier has told trustees that they no longer havee some debate about the extent to which costs are incurred
to invest in the legal list. Indeed, the legal list no longerby those common funds as a result of the administrator (in
exists, primarily because the Government does not want tihis case the Public Trustee) applying either a quantum or a
go to the expense of investigating investments to see whethpercentage to the earnings of the fund for the responsibility
they measure up to the legal list, so trustees can invest ih has in administering the fund. It is common practice,
pretty much anything, provided they fulfil their duty of whether it be in superannuation, trustee companies or
prudence. However, in subclause (2), so far as the Publighatever. | cannot inform the honourable member how much
Trustee’s common funds are concerned, there seems to be tldikely to be charged against the common fund. However,
equivalent of a legal list, namely, investments which the can say that the percentage represented by the quantum of
Public Trustee has determined to be suitable for the commdee is likely to be lower under a common fund investment
funds. Why not have a duty of prudence on the Public Trustethan under the individual administration and placement of
in the same terms as the Trustee (Investment Powers) Apgrticular accounts. The larger the common fund the more
placed a duty on private trustees? flexibility and the lower the unit cost of running those funds.

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | will certainly refer the matter It is what most organisations will do naturally.
to the Attorney-General, who can explain the situation in  Mr ATKINSON: Would the Deputy Premier say that it
greater detail. Principally, | expect that the Attorney will was churlish of me to suggest that this is a new tax?
liaise with the Public Trustee on the range and classes of The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The member for Spence would
investment that can be operated by the Public Trustee.lde correct in his assumption only if excessive charges were
would suggest that far greater responsibility is placed on thbeing applied to those accounts. Itis a common practice and
Government in those circumstances than is placed on privatexm sure that, if the member for Spence wishes to ring up
trustee companies. The same situation exists with the publguperannuation, assurance or trustees companies, he will find
superannuation funds and the public insurance funds wheee common practice of fees being allocated against those
there is a capacity for decision making on behalf of thecommon funds, because those common funds are taxable, so
administrators of those funds. Indeed, for those under mthere must be some recognition of the costs of operating those
control I insist that they provide me with a very comprehen{unds. The proceeds of those common funds (I cannot inform
sive outline of their investment policies and why thosethe honourable member of the form that is applied) certainly
investment policies are being pursued. are taxable. In normal circumstances, if they are being taxed,

It is no secret that the mix of investments changesne would expect the relevant costs to be allocated against the
significantly depending on what happens with the securitiesunds.
property and equity markets. | will not reflect on allthe fund  Clause passed.
managers, but they made a hell of a lot of mistakes over the Clause 30 passed.
past 10 years because as soon as one area proved to be les€lause 31—‘Information for investors or prospective
than appropriate for investment—for example, the equitieinvestors in common fund.’
market in 1987—there was a flood of money into the property Mr ATKINSON: The notes to clause 31 read that the
market which destroyed the market and we saw massiveublic Trustee must, within four months after the end of each
overbuilding. Then there was a flood of money into thefinancial year, send to each investor (other than an estate) in
securities market and we saw rates fall quite dramaticallya common fund a copy of the Public Trustee’s annual report
There is no magic answer to what the honourable membéo the Minister for that financial year. It seems to me that
suggests. However, | expect that the Attorney would receivenembers of Parliament know better than most how wasteful
regular reports from the Public Trustee on the range and clasise circulation of annual reports can be. We receive annual
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reports of State Government departments and quangos nearly
every day in our parliamentary mailboxes, and | expect that
not one in a thousand of those reports is read by members of
Parliament; they go straight into the waste paper basket.

Mr Venning: | read mine.

Mr ATKINSON: The member for Custance says that he
reads each of the annual reports put in his parliamentary
mailbox. That should be of deep concern to his constituents money so applied and the terms on which it is to be
in Clare and Kapunda because, obviously, if he is reading repaid to a common fund are to be as determined by
each of them, that would consume at least 38 hours a week. the Minister.

But we have the member for Custance’s word that he reads (5) The rate of interest to be paid on the principal from
the annual reports that are put in his parliamentary mailbox. Itgmng_ttgrg]mb%r?gt;t%nd|ng Is to be not less than the
I, for one, do not. It was a worry to the former Premier (Hon. (6) In this section '

Lynn Arnold) that some of these reports going in our ‘the long-term bond rate’ means a rate of interest
mailboxes were quite expensively produced. Many of the ﬁa)’,able inrespect OfaCon:jmon\?{ealth pub“% loan
pitures were quite beautl and intricate; the paper was Aol L o, e oo e
glossy; quite expensive public relations firms were producing from the particular common fund, or if no such
them. loan is then being raised, in respect of the

Mr Ashenden interjecting: Commonwealth public loan having a currency

Mr ATKINSON: As the member for Wright interjects, exceeding five years last raised in Australia prior
. to the application of money from the particular
itis a waste of money, and on that we agree. | suppose these common fund.
departments and quangos send their annual reports to Clause inserted
members of Parliament as a courtesy. That is nice, but it is Clause 44 asséd
also costly. What worries me is that this cost conscious P :

Government, by this clause, creates a legal obligation to senc%gga;:? 45—General provision relating to Public Trustee's

to everyone who invests in a common fund with the Public . .
Trustee a copy of the Public Trustee’s annual report. Most of Mr ATKINSON: Why does subclause (1)(b) provide:

that annual report will not relate to the common funds. | __ &t rates or in amounts determined by the Public Trustee in
wager that the Public Trustee’s annual report, like most Stal artt;]?lri;%?:t?gnssuobjed to maxima or minima rates or amounts fixed
Government instrumentalities, will be expensively produced

glossy, containing many photographs and will be produce hat seems to be unnecessarily latinate. Thqse words.could
by a public relations firm. Why create a legal obligation to e replaqed by the words ‘maximum’ or ‘minimum’ which
send the annual report to every investor? are English and therefore would be understood by most

X X i . f the Bill.
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Itis required to inform investors readers o ) .
exactly how well the common fund in which they are The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | accept the point of the member

investing performs, a common requirement for trustees. The! " Spence. The next time that we are tidying up the. 3'" !
are not required to send the whole report; they are require ill ask the Attorney to have a further Ioo_k at that provision.
to send the extract relating to the area of investment, whic suspect that the honourable member is right and that the

is the common fund. If the Public Trustee should get excitednatter can be t'd'ed. up easily ‘.h‘? next ime gr_ound.

and decide that he will look at the best way of doing this, will "€ CHAIRMAN: The Char is of the opinion that the

put it all in the annual report and post out 5 000 instead owords minima ar‘1d mz’mmfa are not' smgular and, as the

1000 annual reports, | am not aware of how he WouloClause refers: to _rate’s_ or ‘amounts which are p‘IuraI,'I

manage that, but the requirement is actually to demonstrafsSUMe that ‘maxima’is the Latin plural to go with ‘rates’,

to the investor how that common fund has performed, an?ﬂ"h'ch is also plural. ) .

clause 30(3) details the information that is required to E)NT? The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The point made by the member
t

(2) The Public Trustee may
(a) lease, or grant rights of occupation in relation
to, part of any land or building acquired or
built under this section; or
(b) otherwise deal with any such land or building
in a manner approved by the Minister.
(3) The Public Trustee may apply money from a common
fund for the purposes of subsection (1).
(4) Subject to subsection (5), the interest to be paid on

provided to the investor. One assumes that it could get do r Spence is that these words are used in an adjectival sense.
to one page may well be that the honourable member is correct, but |

Mr ATKINSON: The Deputy Premier is right: although think we should leave it alone because it could cause a further

the clause notes are as | read them, reference to clause 3lsﬁ"|t of amendments to come down from the other House.

; : : Clause passed.
the Bill shows that only an extract is required to be sent. .
Clause passed y q Clause 46—'Banks accounts, investment and overdraft.’

Clauses 32 to 42 passed. The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move:

Clause 43—‘Expenditure of money on land.’ Page 22, line 29—Insert clause 46 as follows:
P y 46.  Bank accounts, investment and overdraft

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move: (1) The Public Trustee may establish and maintain bank
Page 21, line 3—Insert clause 43 as follows: accounts.
PART 7 (2) The Public Trustee may
FINANCIAL AND OTHER PROVISIONS (a) pay into the accounts money deducted or
43.  Expenditure of money on land raised by way of commission, fees, costs or
(1) The Public Trustee may, with the consent of the expenses and any other income of the Public
Minister Trustee; and

(a) acquire aninterestin land (either improved or
unimproved) for use in carrying out the Public
Trustee’s operations; and

(b) erect a building on the land or alter an existing
building; and

(c) provide plant, fixtures, fittings or furniture in
connection with any such building.

(b) apply the money towards the Public Trustee’s
operating costs and expenses and in making
any other payments required or authorised to
be made by the Public Trustee; and

(c) invest any of the money that is not immediate-
ly required for those purposes in a manner
approved by the Treasurer.
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(3) The Public Trustee may, with the approval of the  (3) Amounts determined by the Treasurer to be payable under

Minister subsection (2) must be paid by the Public Trustee at the times
(a) borrow money on overdraft from a bank; and and in the manner determined by the Treasurer.
(b) deposit with a bank as security for the over-  (4) This section does not affect any liability that the Public
draft any securities representing money invest- Trustee would have apart from this section to pay rates to a
ed in a common fund. council.

(4) An approval under subsection (3) may be givenThic i
subject to such conditions as the Minister thinks fit. This is the .Ia5t of the money clauses.
Clause inserted.

MrDe LAINE: Will the Minister explain why subclause  pemaining clauses (48 to 55), schedules and title passed.
(3)(a), which enables the Public Trustee to borrow money on  gil read a third time and passed.

an overdraft from a bank, is required to be in the Bill?

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: When you have funds invested ADJOURNMENT DEBATE
and there is a call on those funds, it is far cheaper to borrow
the money temporarily and to replace it when the investment The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move:
has run its full course. The honourable member would 1 4t the House do now adjourn.
recognise that, for example, if you have a five year term
investment and you have a short term liquidity problem, you  \r BASS (Florey): | should like to raise an issue that |
do not cash in your five year investment, which has considehave previously raised in relation to the use of cannabis. Over
able advantages. You might take out an overdraft for ghe past few months, people have called for the liberalisation
particular period of time to ensure that your investment wagf cannabis laws. | should like to put a few facts on the
maximised. It is the same issue that qUite often affects thes@cord_ The National Campaign Against Drug Abuse has
funds. Often their investments are tied up for a particulalinked cannabis with cancer, respiratory diseases and
period of time and they have a sudden need for cash. Tgsychiatric disorders, and with birth defects in children of
break that investment is costly; therefore, they may wish t@sers. Those who smoke cannabis in their early years are at
take out an overdraft at the time to ensure there is enougdyeater risk of progressing to harder drugs such as heroin and
cash to pay out the claim without disturbing the quality of thegocaine. Lately, there have been many comments by promi-

investment. nent people. New South Wales MLC Ann Symonds, a
Clause inserted. member of the Australian Parliamentary Group for Drug Law
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move: Reform asserts that:

Page 22, line 30—Leave out ‘bank accounts’ and insert ‘accounts  Criminal sanctions for the personal use of cannabis are not only

at a bank, building society or credit union’. a futile exercise in behaviour modification but a waste of court and
Page 23— police resources.

Line 4—Leave out from a bank'. At the annual conference of the Australian Crime Prevention

Line 5—L§ave out with aban-k’. ) Council in September, Associate Professor Bill Saunders,
Clause 46 provides that the Public Trustee may establish angad of the Addiction Studies Unit at Curtin University, said:
maintain bank aC‘?OU'.“S- It should pr_OV|de t_hat th_e Pulqllc The decision to ban certain forms of drug use is philosophically
Trustee may maintain accounts with various financialinwarranted and logically inept.

institutions, including a bank, building society or credltAt a rally in Sydney in October, solicitor John Marsden, a

union. These tidying up amendments ensure that the Publig. 1o of the' New South Wales Police Board and Chairman
Trustee is not limited to establishing a bank account: thl%f the Council for Civil Liberties. said:

provision covers an account at another financial institutions ) ]
The only people who benefit from cannabis laws are those

as well. . - ) : - om cal > @
. . involved in organised crime. Decriminalisation would eliminate the
Amendments carried; clause 46 as amended carried. pjack market in the drug and send dealers out of business.

Clause 47—'Tax and other liabilities of Public Trustee.’ What a load of codswallop! Let me give a few truths.

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move: Myth No. 1: resources are wasted on chasing and convict-
Page 23, line 9—Insert clause 47 as follows: ing users. Thatis untrue. In fact, the majority of possess-and-
Tax and other liabilities of Public Trustee use offences come to police notice as a result of other
(1) Except as otherwise determined by the Treasurer, the PUbgwquiries—for example, theft. In New South Wales courts in

Trustee is liable to all such rates (other than rates that woul . . .
be payable to a council), duties, taxes and imposts and has a{993, the number of people convicted of cannabis possession

such other liabilities and duties as would apply under the lawas the main offence represented less than 5 per cent of the
of the State if the Public Trustee were not an instrumentalitycase load.

of the Crown. . Myth No. 2: money saved from chasing users could

(2) Except as otherwise determined by the Treasurer, the Publ - R
Trustee is liable to pay to the Treasurer, for the credit of theN&Nce treatment and education programs. Decriminalisers

Consolidated Account, such amounts as the Treasurer frorélaim that that would do more good than spending hundreds
time to time determines to be equivalent to of thousands of dollars but, as Herschel Baker, President of
(a) income tax and any other taxes or imposts that thghe lobby group Australian Parents for Drug-Free Youth,
Public Trustee does not pay to the Commonwealth b“boints out:
would be liable to pay under the law of the :
Commonwealth if it were constituted and organised =~ How can you tell a teenager, ‘The government has taken the soft
in such manner as the Treasurer determines to beption on cannabis, but you mustn’t try it'?

appropriate for the purposes of this subsection as g ,: .
public company or group of public companies Calrry_Ef\/hlton Luger, former program executive of the Odyssey

ing on the business carried on by the Public TrusteeHouse/McGrath Foundation, who has worked with drug
and addicts for over 40 years, says:

(b) rates that the Public Trustee would be liable to pay to e, if more money were directed towards treatment—
a council if the Public Trustee were not an instrumen-

tality of the Crown. and | doubt that it would be—
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itis unrealistic to suggest this would miraculously solve the probleniegalise or decriminalise Indian hemp to think very carefully
of addiction. about what we are going to turn loose on our children and our

I have heard it said that decriminalisation will take the profitgrandchildren in the future.

out of cannabis. That is wrong. Trafficking offences in South

Australia have doubled since cannabis was decriminalised in Mr ATKINSON (Spence): On behalf of the people who
April 1987. The temptation is for people to grow 10 pIants“Ve in Belair, | rise to protest thg decision of the Minister for
and sell what they do not use. Organised crime, now makingra”?pOrt to close the pedestrian path from Sheoak Road to
millions from cannabis nationwide, is unlikely to retire Belair Railway Station through the midst of St Johns

gracefully from the scene should the rest of the COumr)ﬁrammar School. If the Minister Wil! not reopen the path, |
decriminalise. ask that she ensure that the alternative path at the eastern end

| have heard it said that other countries have safelPfthe stationis paved and lit as soon as possible. If Minister

decriminalised cannabis. None of the 150 or so nations th ic:_law_had s}udieﬁ maps I?f Belagl.statii?n witrluda vie\;]v to
is party to the United Nations 1988 Convention Against lllicit S€2/INg It against the travelling public, she could not have

Drugs and Psychotropic Substances may decriminalisé)one a better job than TransAdelaide has already done. The

cannabis. Since 1976, Dutch authorities have turned a blinloSure of the pedestrian path there ensures as little patronage
eye to coffee houses where they sell cannabis; since 1976 Belair station as is p055|ble_. .
they have increased from 200to around 10000. Ten |t may be that TransAdelaide has acted unlawfully in
American States decriminalised cannabis use between 19##9Sing whatis a public right of way. The Brown Government
and 1978. In Oregon, cultivation offences rose by 130 pefi@s certainly not gone through the procedures of the Roads
cent and possession offences by 44 per cent. The CalifornidPPe€ning and Closing) Act which are necessary to close a

study found a 71 per cent increase in the number of juvenile€UPlic right of way. The Belair station lies on a slope down
driving under the influence of cannabis. to National Park from the crest of Old Belair Road. The one

Decriminalisation does not work for a simple reason: itplatform that now serves TransAdelaide passengers is

encourages heavy cannabis users to avoid their problejqetween two rails. These rails run west-east, and most of the

: . ocal dwellings, including units for the aged, are on the
Even if they want to go clean, the law makes it all too eas A . ' .
to continue using the drug. northern or city side of the line along Sheoak Road, which

A L runs parallel with the railway but at a considerable elevation
Myth No. 5: decriminalising cannabis will keep recrea- b y

. ~ from the tracks. Most of the dwellings are at the western end
tional drug users away from harder drugs. Of course, this I3f Sheoak Road

wrong. Users of cannabis always find that they get a lift from .
it, and then they think that it does not hurt them so they Upper Sturt Road winds up the slope from the south,

- . asses through a cutting at the western end of the station and
progress on to more serious drugs. There is a new form ng

Anabis that is anvthing but soft. and this is a dr e Ses over the railway line on a bridge to its junction with
cannapis that 1s anything but Soft, and this IS a drug calleéq, o ,5 Road and to OId Belair Road, which is its continu-
skunk. It is gaining popularity and, while cannabis contains

ation to the north and to the city below. Convenient access to

about 5 per cent of tetrahydrocannabinol, the active ingred|[1h : ; :

AR e Belair platform was obtained by a path descending from
ent of th.e drug, skunk has up to 30 per cent. Within MINUteS L o oak Rgad through St Johns G>r/ampmar School, angd steps
ofsmoklng.sku.nklast year, a 23 year old Sydney halrplress%ere inserted in that descent. At a point in line with the
was hallucinating so badly that he had to go to hospital. He it s middle but before the tracks, the path turned right
said, ‘Of all the drugs.l t.rled., thl_s was the most frightening. to the west and then, when it was opposite the platform’s

_ People say, “Decriminalisation will not encourage use.\yastern end, turned left and crossed the tracks to the plat-
Since the ACT decriminalised in 1992, the Centre for Drugq i  This path was used by the great majority of
; X o MransAdelaide passengers coming to and leaving Belair
atic cannabis abuse. People say that cannabis is N0 MQgytion
harmful than alcohol or tobacco. Alcohol is quickly expelled . = 1 ithout ; k ti
from the body, but THC can lodge in fatty tissues for severa,, On 3 February 1995, without warning, workers acting

K hs. Th s f . - der TransAdelaide’s instructions blocked access to the path
weeks or even months. There is four times more tar in a4 yent to the extraordinary lengths of digging out the steps,
cannabis joint than in a cigarette. So all the cancerous si

. - aking impassable the section of path nearest the platform.
effects of smoking are multiplied. _ Passengers must now use one of two different paths to the

Myth No. 8: drugs users harm only themselves. Againg|atform, both of them putting users at risk. The first is at the
what a lot of codswallop! A 34 year old former addict from fa; eastern end of the station off Sheoak Road. This requires
Queensland said: people living in the units for the aged to walk from the west,

I got to the stage where | lost all sense of morality and responsipast the station for its entire length, past the eastern end and,
bility. 1 had a family to support but kept wasting money on grassfor some distance beyond, descending the unmade path which
[marijuana] and coming home in a violent moad. is shared by motor vehicles and pedestrians, crossing the
He finally stopped only when his wife said that she wouldrailway track, mounting the platform and then walking back
leave him. Drug users can also harm their offspring. It is nowo the western end of the platform from which the trains for
known that drugs can pass from mother to baby in the womtAdelaide depart. This path is not lit.

In the end, the most compelling argument against The second alternative is to cross the Upper Sturt Road
decriminalisation is the moral one. Before we start liberalisbridge and then try to cross that road at its junction with
ing cannabis laws we must ask ourselves: should we not Hendsay Terrace to get to the southern or National Park side
doing everything we possibly can to keep illicit drugs awayof the station. At that crossing point, cars travelling south are
from our children? We have found in South Australia thataccelerating off the bridge, visibility is poor and cars using
decriminalising cannabis has created a bigger trade in Indidrindsay Terrace have to be reckoned with. It is a dangerous
hemp: it has not stopped organised crime being involved, anctossing to make, especially for old people. Once one has
| speak against it strongly and warn anyone who intends taccomplished this one finds the pedestrian crossing over the
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standard gauge track taped over by TransAdelaide worketsaidlaw is certainly ignoring the interests of the people of
and a message, ‘Crossing to the Adelaide-bound platforBelair. Although the Premier and the Minister for Transport
here is prohibited’. One must then traipse back the way onknow that they do not have to respond to the Belair
has come and use the unmade path on the other side of thbemmunity’s protest about this closure in order to retain the
station at the opposite end. local seat at the next election, | would hope that out of

The people of Belair have voted for the Liberal Party’scourtesy the Brown Liberal Government would respond to the

candidates for generations. Their Party is now in governmertabor Party’s plea on behalf of the people of Belair.
with a 26-seat majority. Motion carried.

The Hon. M.H. Armitage interjecting:

Mr ATKINSON: The Minister for Health may gloat At 10.1 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday 5 July
about that majority but his sister-in-law the Hon. Dianaat 2 p.m.



