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against rollerblading on footpaths or roads was presented by
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Mr Brokenshire.

Petition received.
Tuesday 18 July 1995

EUTHANASIA
The SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at 2 Petitions signed by 922 residents of South Australia
p.m. and read prayers. requesting that the House maintain the present homicide law,
which excludes euthanasia while maintaining the common
INDUSTRIAL AND EMPLOYEE RELATIONS law right of patients to refuse medical treatment, were
BILL Petitions received.
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move: QUESTION
_ That the sitting of the House be continued during the conference
with the Legislative Council on the Bill. The SPEAKER: | direct that the written answer to
Motion carried. guestion No. 224 on the Notice Paper be distributed and
printed inHansard
RAILWAY STATIONS
PAPERS TABLED

A petition signed by 30 residents of South Australia . i )
requesting that the House urge the Government to reopen the The following papers were laid on the table:
railway stations at Millswood, Hawthorn and Clapham was ~ BY the Premier (Hon. D.C. Brown)—

presented by the Hon. S.J. Baker. Public Sector Management Act—Regulations—Principal.
Petition received. By the Deputy Premier (Hon. S.J. Baker)—
Classification of Publications Board—Report, 1993-94.
VEGETATION PROTECTION Rules of Court—Supreme Court—Supreme Court Act—

Notification of Sale of Property.
A petition signed by 1 225 residents of South Australia By the Minister for Industrial Affairs (Hon. G.A.
urging the House to ensure that effective legislation igngerson)—
enacted to protect urban trees and/or bushland from destruc-" | "o oo Employee Relations Act—Regulations—
tion was presented by the Hon. G.A. Ingerson. Employers of Public Employees.

Petition received. By the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small
Business and Regional Development (Hon. J.W. Olsen)—

Regulations under the following Acts—
Harbors and Navigation—Birkenhead Bridge.
Public Corporations—State Opera Ring Corporation.

By the Minister for Health (Hon. M.H. Armitage)—

EUTHANASIA

Petitions signed by 267 residents of South Australia
reqguesting that the House oppose any measure to legislate for
voluntary euthanasia were presented by the Hons D.S. Baker,

and R.B. Such, Mrs Kotz and Ms Stevens. Psychological Practices Act—Regulations—Fees.
Petitions received. By the Minister for Housing, Urban Development and
Local Government Relations (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)—
PATAWALONGA Interim Operation of the City of Enfield District Commer-
cial (Pooraka) Zone Plan Amendment—Report.
A petition signed by 168 residents of South Australia Corporation of Campbelltown—By-Law—No. 14—Parks
requesting that the House oppose the dredging of toxic sludge and Reserves.

from the Patawalonga until an independent analysis of the By the Minister for the Environment and Natural Re-
sludge has been carried out and the State Governmesources (Hon. D.C. Wotton)—
provides a guarantee that the sludge will not pose a health Outback Areas Community Development Trust—Report,

hazard to residents and visitors of the Glenelg/West Beach 1993-94.
region was presented by the Hon. M.D. Rann. By the Minister for Employment, Training and Further
Petition received. Education (Hon. R.B. Such)—
Industrial and Commercial Training Act—Regulations—
CYPRUS Plant Operators—Earthmoving.
A petition signed by 415 residents of South Australia POLICE, ENTERPRISE BARGAINING

requesting that the House call on the Federal Minister for o )
Foreign Affairs to insist on implementation of United Nations ~ The Hon. G.A. INGERSON (Minister for Industrial
resolutions for the best interest of Cyprus was presented biffairs): 1 wish to make a ministerial statement. | would like

Mr Becker. to make a formal announcement in relation to the police wage
Petition received. claim. The Government has made a formal offer this after-
noon to all South Australian Police Department employees

ROLLERBLADING through the Police Association on behalf of the Police

Department’s single bargaining centre. The Government offer
A petition signed by 649 residents of South Australiais a $38 a week increase, inclusive of safety net adjustments,
requesting that the House urge the Government to legislate all ranks, payable immediately in full. This offer will take
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constables and sergeants, who comprise the majority of the PRISONS, COSTS
members of our Police Force, to about the mid range in
minimum salaries compared with the other States. For The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW (Minister for Correc-
example, a $38 increase will give a constable a minimuntional Services):l wish to make a ministerial statement. | am
annual salary of $26 992 in South Australia, above theleased to be able to advise the House that the Department for
equivalent salary in New South Wales, Victoria, Tasmani&Correctional Services has achieved the reduction in imprison-
and the Northern Territory. For a sergeant, the minimumment costs targeted at the commencement of the 1993-94
annual salary in South Australia will become $37 393 abovdinancial year. At the time the Government came to office, the
that in Victoria, Tasmania and the Northern Territory. Thecost per prisoner was the highest in the country at $52 000
Government's offer compares with a current claim by theper prisoner per year compared to an average of $39 000 in
Police Association of 15 per cent across the board increasgher Australian States. As at 30 June 1995, that cost in South
over the next 12 months. This claim would result in increase#ustralia has been reduced to $38 000 per prisoner. That is
of between $72 a week for a constable and up to $178 a weekreduction of $14 000 per prisoner or 27 per cent in real
for a superintendent. terms. These cost reductions have enabled the department to
As members would appreciate, the Government, ifichieve $6.3 million in savings over the past two budget
considering its offer, has had regard to the budgetary positiof2'S: with _353'9 million in savings to come from the operat-
itinherited as well as the need to ensure that South Australfg9 Pudget in 1995-96. _ o
retains a professional and fairly paid Police Force. In making | N€ savings have been achieved through a combination of
this offer to Police Department employees, the Governmer%f)(tens'Ve restructuring of the department and work practice
has advised that it is willing, as part of the enterpris¢MProvements, including practices in the area of occupational
agreement, to further review salaries in 12 months and to theffalth and safety. This restructuring has been achieved after
extend the agreement for a further two years, based digPeated failure by successive governments to instigate any
productivity improvements, and including a consideration ofUbstantial change in the Department for Correctional
salary movements in other Australian police forces and angerwce_s_. It has been_ made possible by the existence of
other relevant factors. The Government's decision is consi<CmPpetition from the private sector. Departmental employees
tent with the policy it has taken on remuneration across th&/€re mindful that if they wished to continue to hold their jobs
public sector, which requires enterprise agreements to bith the Government, as Government employees, they

based on productivity improvement and restructuring td'€€ded to substantially change the work practices of the

secure efficiency gains. department. L .
The most significant contributing factors to the savings

The Police Association has been advised that the Goverpye been achieved through the offering of 193 targeted
ment wishes to work with the association and the departmegreparation packages to employees between 1 January 1994
to achi_eve asignifica_nt restructuring of the department so thal,q 28 june 1995. A further minimum staffing reduction of
it continues to provide the standards of management angy staff will occur during this current financial year. The
administration necessary to support what is, and what thg,qctions have principally occurred in the areas of what was
Government wishes to remain, the most professional Policg tormerly bloated head office and in correctional institutions
Force in Australia. The Government makes it clear that thigyhich had staffing levels far in excess of the average of other
aim is shared by the Premier, the Minister for Emergencysiates to operate prisons of similar security levels. Reductions
Services and the Police Commissioner. To facilitate the,;ve also been achieved in respect of employees who had
restructuring, the Minister for Emergency Services and thgeen on long-term WorkCover benefits.

Commissioner have drafted parameters for an immediate The gepartment has made considerable savings through
review of the departmental structure. This will involve ag yramatic drop in workers' compensation claims in the

comprehensiye study by external expert consultants of_th eriod 1 July 1994 to 30 June 1995 with 272 WorkCover
current organisational structure of the department with a vie|3ims compared to an average of 393 claims in the previous
to devolving accountability and decision making consistentlyt,r years. While the reductions in cost achieved to date bring
with effective poI|C|ng,Wh|I§t feallsmg the S'gn_'f'camsav'ngsimprisonment costs in South Australia to the level of the
necessary to fund productivity-based wage increases.  ayerage in other States, the fact remains that the imprison-
The review will address issues relating to supervision aneghent costs in South Australia are still too high as other States
management to seek appropriate ways of ensuring effectivare continuing to drive down those costs. South Australia
operational capacity whilst streamlining management andust also drive down its costs.
supervisory levels and improving the career structure. The The contract signed for the private management of the new
review will report to the Commissioner of Police. It is Mount Gambier Prison will save Government more than 25
intended to complete the review by the end of October. Theer cent on the imprisonment costs achieved by the rest of the
form of this review, incorporating external consultants,prison system. | have set the Department for Correctional
recognises the fact that over the past five years the depaervices a target of a further 6 per cent in the reduction of
ment has been reviewed extensively in a process which wasabor’s imprisonment costs this current financial year, to a
essentially internally controlled and managed. The Govermew level of $35 000 per prisoner. Should the department
ment appreciates that our Police Force is faced with challerachieve that milestone, imprisonment costs will have been
ges of operating in an environment of budgetary restraint anceduced by $17 000 per prisoner during the term of this
meeting public concerns about prevention of crime andsovernment.
community safety. The Government wishes to work with the  All this has occurred at a time when the department has
Commissioner, his department and the Police Departmeiiicreased the number of prisoners in custody. This has
employees to meet these challenges in ways which willollowed the passage of truth in sentencing legislation
maintain the high regard South Australians have always hatihrough the Parliament to ensure that imprisonment terms in
for our Police Force. South Australia are consistent with those in other States. It



Tuesday 18 July 1995 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2787

also follows the restriction of Labor's home detentionbe liable for considerable legal compensation payments ifin
program only to offenders sentenced for non-violent crimesfact that did take place. Our advice is exactly the same: if we
As a consequence, there are now (as at today) 1 354 prisonéesminated discussions with the companies currently negotiat-
in correctional institutions compared to 1 200 at the time thisng with the State Government for the taking over of the
Government came to office. While all this change has beemanagement and services of the EWS, we would face legal
in progress, the Government has also expanded programempensation payments to the companies involved.
available for alternatives to imprisonment, particularly in the
area of community service work, and it has expanded the
number of staff involved in counselling offenders. The SPEAKER: Order!

L take this opportunity formally to place on the record my The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Therefore, what Mr Kennett
L”nb duéft;iet?]e tztagfa?;thﬁgﬁgsgrmwgirgr tr:g v;/gglg t?}gﬁ hl?;/enas said this morning mirrors exactly what this Government
; T ' _Prog as said. In relation to new contracts, | can assure the Leader
encouraging and is a tribute to the dedicated efforts of mo f the Opposition that this Government takes into account

staff, regrettably there are sill those who seek 10 block; g2t relevant policies of the countries and the com-
change. Wh”e sxprisons achieved the|r budgetary targets i nies involved in tendering for any new work of Govern-
the past financial year, the fact remains that two did not. Th ent, and certainly we would take that into account in

Adelaide Remand Centre and the Yatala Labor Priso : . .
between them, exceeded their budgets by approximate lation to any French company putting forward a bid for any
-~ X A : ew work.
$1 million. The savings made possible in the prison system
were largely through the combined efforts of other institu-
tions, some of which bettered their budget targets. WEST TERRACE CEMETERY
Those institutions not meeting their targets have been
advised by my departmental management of the need to Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): My question is addressed
conform to the changes made by the rest of the prison systems the Premier. What action has the Government taken to
While change is difficult for some of these employees, theyexpress its condemnation of the desecration of graves at the
have been given every encouragement by my managementigest Terrace Cemetery?
help facilitate the process. The department’'s management - .
team is approximately 30 per cent smaller than when we 1€ Hon. DEAN BROWN: 1 join with all South

came into office. In addition, of the eight prison managers'Australians in condemning the damage and the desecration

-§1at took place in the Jewish section of the West Terrace
Government. The Correctional Services Department hag€Metery. On Sunday | had a chance to inspect that damage.

shown, with new management and Government direction! Nere is no doubt that the people who did it did so with racial
what c:sln be achieved. overtones in mind. They set out deliberately to try to inflame

racial hatred within our community.

QU ESTION TIME As this occurred when | was overseas, the Deputy Premier
immediately visited the West Terrace Cemetery with the
Jewish community. | attended the service on Sunday.
FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTS Approximately 1 000 people from South Australia were there.

N, The outstanding feature of that service was that it was not just
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My %ﬁ]e Jewish community who mourned the damage: about 250

Members interjecting:

question is directed to the Premier. Will the South Australia . "
Government take the same stand as the Kennett Governméft3°0 people from other South Australian communities ar!d
outh Australian leaders were present. They joined in

in Victoria by declaring that new investment from France an

new State Government contracts with French companies wifPndemning the action and indicated their support to stamp
not be welcomed while French nuclear testing continues i|t acial and religious hatred within our community. There
the Pacific? This morning the Victorian Premier, Jeff'S 8N énormous obligation on all of us to be very diligent in

Kennett, told the French Ambassador, Dominique Girard, th aI_<ing sure that our community does not carry any _discrimi-
further French investmentin Victoria would not be welcome"ation or any hatred of anyone on the grounds of either race
while nuclear testing continues in the Pacific. Mr Kennett®" religion.
says that his Government would not be keen to accept new | also indicated to the Jewish community on Sunday that
tenders from French interests for its ongoing privatisationthe South Australian Government has committed $15 000
program, although he gave himself the out that existingowards the restoration work. | am also delighted to say that
French tenders for a Victorian power company would not bghe Federal Government is putting in $15 000. In fact, the
dishonoured. Is the Premier still happy for French interestState Government will go further than that: if there is any
to be involved in managing our water supply? shortfall after all the donations have been received, including
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Leader of the Opposi- $15 000 from both the State and Federal Governments and
tion has just contradicted himself: he asked whether | suppoet contribution from the City Council of Adelaide, we will
the stance taken by the Premier of Victoria, and the answenake up the balance. In addition to that, the Minister has
is ‘Yes'. Earlier today the Premier of Victoria told the French indicated to me that we will be overseeing and managing the
Ambassador that the Victorian Government will not terminaterestoration work on behalf of the people of this State. Some
discussions with French companies which already arsignificant heritage in the cemetery was desecrated. It is the
negotiating with the State Government and which are puttinGtate’s oldest cemetery. It contains some very important
a formal proposal forward for taking over State Governmenheadstones representing the history of South Australia and it
services, and the South Australian Government has takes unfortunate that the incident occurred, particularly as it was
exactly the same position. As Mr Kennett has said, he wouldirected in such a racial and religious manner.



2788 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 18 July 1995

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM The Hon. S.J. BAKER: One of the issues that | have

taken up vigorously since coming into government is the

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My  payment of taxation. As does every member, | receive

guestion is directed to the Premier. Given that State Cabinetotification of people who are beating the system, and |
has now received a major report on local government reformgssure the House that we are making every effort to ensure
which recommends massive changes to local governmettiat nobody beats the system and that everybody pays their
boundaries, the abolition of many smaller councils, thgust dues. A number of programs have been put in place as

abolition of district councils in centres such as Mounta result of a look at the Taxation Office and its methods of

Gambier and Naracoorte, the creation of super councils in theperation, and bringing together a wide range of industry

Adelaide metropolitan area— groups, because they are also of the opinion that the law
Members interjecting: should be applied without fear or favour.
The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest that the front bench A number of initiatives are being undertaken. The first is
comply with Standing Orders. voluntary compliance, and that is improvement through
The Hon. S.J. Baker interjecting: o education. Some people do not comply because they do not
The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Premier is complete- ynderstand the law. The second initiative is monitoring
ly out of order. compliance levels and enforcing the payment of correct

The Hon. M.D. RANN: —will the Premier assure the amounts of tax where breaches of the law are detected. The
House that the present Minister for Local Governmenthird area is the identification of loopholes, ambiguity and
Relations has his total confidence to oversee the full impleuncertainty in legislation and policies, and members will see
mentation of the difficult reform process or will someone elsesome legislative changes in that area. The next initiative is the
be given the job? uncovering of avoidance and evasion methods and targeting

Thlla STEAKERZ Ct)'rde'r! -trr?elLe?dert 01; thhe Opp?SitiOH investigations. That is the range of issues that we are tackling.
was clearly commenting In the 1ast part ofnis question.. Importantly, this is one department that is receiving more

_ The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Leader of the Opposi- giaff “pecause the Government believes that there is a
tion Is again wrong. ) significant pay off. There are 23 additional field staff who

Members interjecting: _will be employed. We believe that, after all the moneys
| SL;I—ghgeegtPtEQtKrEeRrﬁ(t))gjrgrl!i;girteoa}[ﬁetg%;nv?;ry INterjections. 4ssociated with their employment have been paid out, there

) will be a net benefit to the State of $3.6 million. That is a

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The MAG report has not ey conservative estimate because | am assured that, even

come to Cabinet. It appears that the Leader of the Oppositiql gne area, we will pick up that amount. Several additional

knows whatisinit. payroll tax programs will be conducted using Australian Tax
Members interjecting: | Office data. Further financial institutions duties audits will
The SPEAKER: Order! be carried out in targeted areas by these 23 extra staff. In

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: In fact, it appears that the cqnjunction with the industry association, namely, the Motor
Leader of the Opposition claims to know what is in it beforeT,54e Association, the level of compliance in the motor

Ministers have received their copy. vehicle stamp duty area will be examined.

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: . . .
. The transfer of licensed premises will also be closel
The-SPEAKER' Order! | suggest that the _Leader of the scrutinised to see whether thg correct amount of stamp dlj/ty
Opposition should clearly understand Standing Order 137has been paid. In the past, there has been the issue of non-

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Whilst | know that a copy . .
has gone to the Minister for Local Government Relations—lo"’lyment of licence fees, and we will also pursue that. Where

and he has sent a copy to me—other Ministers have not ygf\xes have been underpaid, significant penalties, which in

received a copy and it has not yet gone to Cabinet. So, thg e Cases can be put up to 200 per cent of the original tax,

Leader of the Opposition is clearly wrong. To pick up hisWIII be 'mpos?dv together V‘_’ith the tax underpaid. The level

final point, the Leader of the Opposition is the one who ha$f Penalties will vary according to whether the underpayment
been running around the State trying to create some specu [ hon-payment was deliberate or unintentional. We are going
tion in terms of getting position changes within the minis- O make it easy for the level of penalty to be reduced if people

try—and after the Queensland election | can understand wh _alae ;/r(])_luntary dls(;:lomul;e. An dex_ce]E)t{onaI effort tIS being
He has probably put his application in the mail to me to be 2t e iui'cocdion. s required under the various pieces of
included in a Liberal Government ministry. He knows he ha tate leqislation. i ’ I tqd by the State Taxati pOff'

no chance of getting to the ministry from the Labor side, soO ate legisiation, Is collected by the State Taxation LHice.
he is probably one of those who has asked to be considered

in terms of any change in the ministry. | assure the Leader of TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
the Opposition that my ministry has my total support. o
Members interjecting: Mr FOLEY (Hart): My question is directed to the

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Spence has beerMinister for Recreation, Sport and Racing. What consultation

given more latitude than he is entitled to. The member foPccurred with the board of the TAB before the Minister
Lee. announced on 19 April that $2.6 million would be transferred

from the TAB capital fund to increase prize money and did
STATE TAXATION OFFICE the TAB board agree with that decision? Documents sent to
Liberal members of Parliament last week show that, on 29
Mr ROSSI (Lee): Will the Treasurer provide details of May, the Chairman of the TAB wrote to the Minister seeking
what additional resources are being provided to the Statadvice on this decision. On 5 June, the Chairman again wrote
Taxation Office to extend and improve compliance pro-to the Minister advising that the impact of this proposal on
grams? the TAB needed to be considered.
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The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: I can inform the shadow TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
Minister that, once again, he is totally ill informed as to what
is happening in the TAB. Itis no different from every other ~Mr FOLEY (Hart): My question is directed to the
piece of information that we have had from the honourableéMinister for Recreation, Sport and Racing. Did the TAB
member over the past three weeks. It is nothing but a constahbard assess the impact of transferring $2.6 million out of the
stream of misinformation that is being put out by him. | TAB capital account before the Minister announced his
inform the House that the board has agreed in writing to thélecision to legislate the change to the board’s funding? On
legislation that is before the House this afternoon. Let me say June the Chairman of the TAB wrote to the Minister as
that again: the board has agreed to the legislation that fllows:
before the House this afternoon. The board has determined that it must undertake a study as to the

. impact of this proposal on the operations of the TABIf, in
I do not know whether | can make it much clearer to thepractice, amounts are not surplus to the genuine needs of the TAB,
honourable member than that. The legislation will bethe consequences on the TAB may be such that in addressing a short
introduced; the board has accepted it; and it is needed in tH@rrglprob'em r?f tt)he mdust(;y, mgj%r wﬁgmednate and Ionger_élerm
racing industry. Other than the Labor Opposition, whichPro2/ems might be created, and the TAB must act responsibly to

wants to knock and criticise, there is not one section of th(gjeterrnine that effect [before any decision is taken].
' The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | act on the advice of the

racing industry in any of the three codes that is not waitin : : ~
for that legislation to be introduced and implemented. | Wou|g)oar_ci, and | remind members that this d_eC|S|on was made by
e five current members of the board in the absence of Mr

like to see the honourable member out there telling anyon . ho | It t made b inorit
in the three codes of the racing industry that he is opposed tg@USINS, WNO IS OVErseas. it was not made by a minority or

the introduction of this legislation. It has been supported by" . X
the industry and the board, and it will be supported by thi ndorsed the recommendation that we proceed. Let it be

Parliament. nown—
Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister has the call.
The Hon. H. Allison interjecting:
The SPEAKER: The member for Gordon is out of order,

Mr BUCKBY (Light): Will the Minister for Housing, too. . .
Urban Development and Local Government Relations inform 1€ Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: The whole question of the
the House whether there has been any progress in the saleGgPital account is one that has been discussed now for some
the Elizabeth Shopping Centre? time. The c_JIeC|S|on to red_uce_|t from 1 per centto .5 per cent

will be subject to debate in this House, but let it be put on the

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | am pleased to announce public record that the board has agreed: if it has to it will
the successful tenderer for the purchase of the Elizabetieadjust, but it has agreed, and it was the board’s decision to
Shopping Centre: Elizabeth City Centre Pty Ltd, a jointmake a recommendation.
venture partnership between Coles Myer and the Advance
Property Fund, has signed an agreement with the Housing TORRENS ISLAND POWER STATION
Trust to purchase the centre for $28 million. The settlement .
of the contract is expected to be finalised by early August, . M" WADE (Elder): Can the Minister for Infrastructure
The sale of the centre is part of a Government strategy t8dVise the House of recent arrangements relating to the
refocus the Housing Trust on core business such as thP"eNs Island power station and say what benefits have
provision of housing services. Proceeds from the sale will b#0wed to the new Electricity Corporation as a result? The
used towards reducing the high interest component of thB€W Electricity Corporation has been charged with the
Housing Trust's $1.2 billion debt. The sale has attracted verjeSPonsibility of seeking greater efficiencies and striving to

strong interest, and we are very happy with the price agreedCchieve world's best practice in power generation. Will these
which is at the high end of the scale. new arrangements enhance the achievement of these objec-

tives?

The asset represents the Housing Trust’s lease and land The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Torrens Island is an important
holdings in and around the centre. The successful tenderexrspect—and a key industrial infrastructure component—of
ECC Pty Ltd, is made up of two significant institutions with South Australia’s electricity supply. When South Australia
a large portfolio of properties. The partnership has a provejoins the national electricity market in 1996 or 1997 Torrens
track record of completed developments and an ongointsland will be competing in an open market against competi-
program of major developments throughout Australia. Thigor power stations interstate. Natural gas as a fuel for Torrens
will provide much needed impetus to the growth of thelsland has considerable environmental advantages—Ilower
northern region. Elizabeth Centre was identified in theemission levels of greenhouse gasses—but it is an expensive
Adelaide Planning Strategy and the Metropolitan Developfuel source compared to interstate coal, especially in La
ment Program as a major regional centre for the aredarobe Valley in Victoria (gas being three to four times more
Elizabeth City Centre Pty Ltd as lessee and occupier of thexpensive than La Trobe Valley brown coal). In these circum-
existing centre was in the best position to carry out majostances, Torrens Island business generation must be extreme-
redevelopments of the centre which will be in line with Stately competitive in all areas of performance, particularly safety,
Government and local community objectives. The economioperating costs and asset management.
benefit from a redeveloped centre will benefit the Govern- Both management and work force teams have been
ment, the local community and the local council. | commendvorking together effectively to achieve world’s best practice
the deal to the House, and | congratulate the negotiating teaat Torrens Island. Data and material are gained from visits
which worked for many months on this project: it is a very overseas in work practice designs and strategies to assist them
successful conclusion. to equal or better standards, that is, to achieve world class

ELIZABETH SHOPPING CENTRE



2790 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 18 July 1995

performance in all key areas. Incidentally, Torrens Island did The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Well, it was a Cabinet

not suffer a single lost time accident during 1994-95 andlecision that every Government agency as well as the TAB

currently has over 440 days accident free. By 1998, the direatas to be included. No secret has been made of that whatso-

operational costs of Torrens Island will be about one-half teever. | find it amusing that the TAB board Chairman seems

one-third of the original costs of operation before theto have been the most critical of what the Government was

commencement of the reforming of the business unit (ovetrying to achieve, that is, to save money for the taxpayers of

five years, from 1993 through to 1998). South Australia and to make sure that in doing so we
During the total reform at Torrens Island, the plantestablished a significant information technology industry in

availability and condition is being maintained at a highthis State. | pointed out to the Chair of the TAB board that he

standard of asset management so as to be able to perfoshould take up those matters with Mr Ray Dundon, who was

reliably in the marketplace. In December 1996, the formenegotiating this matter on behalf of the Office of Information

Government leased two of the generators at Torrens Islantechnology.

to Austrian interests on a lease-back deal, involving a Mr Foley interjecting:

transaction of some $120 million with a net benefitto ETSA  The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart will not be

in 1986-87 of $937 000. | am pleased to advise the Houssaved by anyone if he continues to interject.

that, in conjunction with bringing all assets into line with

meeting the national competitive market and exercising our Mr BASS (Florey): In the light of the selective informa-

right under the lease arrangements signed with the AustrigiPh campaign mounted by the member for Hart regarding the

company in December 1986, the assets at Torrens Island wilAB, will the Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing now

revert to full ownership by ETSA Corporation. provide confirmation of the circumstances surrounding the
In relation to the lease arrangements in p|ace in the pas$peCia| unscheduled meeting of the TAB board at which the

the total infrastructure will be under the control-ownershipdecision was taken to publish the TAB's own form guide
of ETSA Corporation. Several weeks ago, on formation off/ABForn?
ETSA Corporation, | announced that $41.6 million will be ~ The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | think that members of this
expended to upgrade the infrastructure at Torrens Island tdouse and the racing community of this State are tired of the
ensure that we maintain generating capacity in Soutfnisinformation that has been poured out over the past three
Australia so as to meet the very significant competition thatveeks both here and through the media. Last week, | wrote
will arise as a result of Hilmer and the Federal Government'$0 the TAB Acting Chairman, Mr Fricker (Mr Cousins is
push, and so that we can meet the competition coming froriverseas at the moment), with the following request:
interstate and maintain generating capacity in South Australia 1 would be grateful. . for the sake of the public record if you
to serve the State’s regional economy. would confirm, or otherwise, whether | received any notice or advice
by the TAB that the board was to meet on 17 June, whether |

received an agenda and whether | was sent a copy of the 17 June
TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD board information paper which explained the ‘action plan’, financial

Mr FOLEY (Hart): M fioni in directed to th briefing notes and costings, on or before 17 June.
r art): My question is again directed to the . . .
Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing. Why did theManckers response was approved by the five members of

Minister fail to consult with the TAB board before a direction the board, including those members appointed by the former

was given to include the TAB computer operations in theGovernment. It states:

proposed deal with EDS? Documents circulated to all Libera] _ NO papers relating to the 17 June 1995 meeting nor agenda for
. . . same were provided to you prior to that board meeting.

members of Parliament last week include a letter written by _

the Chairman of the TAB on 5 June to the Minister aslt also notes:

follows: The minutes of the board meeting of 30 May 1995 anticipated

Whether this proposal impacts seriously on the operations ofth'o[shat the next board meeting would [not be held unti] 27 June 1995.

TAB cannot at this stage be argued with certainty. However, to takén other words, when Mr Cousins visited my office on 7 June,
adecision as significant as this without any consultation and withouhe next board meeting was scheduled for 27 June. The letter

the opportunity to conduct an impact study is ludicrous. states further:
An honourable member interjecting: It had been the practice for the Chairman and General Manager
The SPEAKER: Order! of the TAB to call by appointment on you following board meetings

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It is not a matter of bailing to provide you with details of the decisions taken at board meetings.
anyone out. | happen to chair the Cabinet subcommittee ofhe letter acknowledges that this did not happen after the 17
information technology. It was a Cabinet decision that theJlune meeting. In fact, the letter confirms—

TAB should be included along with every other single Members interjecting:
Government agency in the outsourcing contract. As Chairman The SPEAKER: Order!
of the TAB board, Mr Cousins wrote to me with certain  The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: —that the first contact
concerns. It somewhat surprised me that he raised thoseade with me following that meeting was on 21 June when
matters in a letter, because it showed a high degree ahe General Manager rang me. He agreed to get back to the
ignorance of what was going on. In addition, part of theAdvertiserand to keep me informed. He did not come back
fundamental negotiations between the Government and ED me. The contract was signed the next day, and | was not
was to make sure of the very points that Mr Cousins raised—shown a copy of it or informed that this was going to occur.
and, of course, they were to be the matters for negotiation. This letter from the board also confirms that the board had
The honourable member knows full well that he raised thisa special meeting called for 17 June solely for the purpose of
matter during Estimates Committees—indeed, we had quiteaking a decision on the form guide, but the Chairman did
alengthy discussion on it—so for him now to raise it in suchnot see fit to inform me, nor did he meet with me afterwards
a repetitive manner when he knows— as was his custom after each board meeting. The meeting was
Mr Foley interjecting: held on 17 June. The Chairman had every opportunity, as he
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does after every other board meeting, to come to me an#flustralia was more than 60 per cent above the national
inform me that the board meeting had taken place and of thaverage, and a disproportionate number of procedures was
content of the discussions and the decisions that were madglanned and undertaken in the northern suburbs. Indeed, even
The importance of the 17 June meeting in the decisioni you look at an age and sex standardised rate for metropoli-
making process cannot be overstated as it was at that meetitan Adelaide, you will see that the rate in the northern suburbs
that the action plan was first presented along with othewas about 80 per cent greater than that of other areas.
details of costings and recommendations that were never As the member for Mitchell and the House would know,
made available at previous briefings. The member for Hartar, nose and throat surgery has figured prominently on
deliberately ignores the significance of the 17 June meetingvaiting lists for a long time. Unlike the previous Govern-
In particular, when he peddled the chronology of eventsnent, we were not willing just to throw up our hands, put it
around the press gallery he conveniently ignored anynto the too hard basket and not make an attempt to solve the
reference to the special board meeting of 17 June. Itis totallgroblem; we have taken some action. We have undertaken
unacceptable that such important decisions with hugeonsultations with public hospitals and with ear, nose and
financial implications on the TAB should be made withoutthroat surgeons in an attempt to overcome this problem, and

my knowledge. the result of those consultations was that there was quite
Members interjecting: clearly a need for leadership in teaching, training and clinical
The SPEAKER: Order! practice and research in the ear, nose and throat area.

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: The member for Hart has Members interjecting:
it very wrong. Obviously, he has been conned by his Labor The SPEAKER: Order!
mates in the TAB who have fed him this misinformation =~ The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: |am particularly pleased,
which he has been peddling. This continual hystericagjiven the long history of trouble and long waiting lists in the
personal abuse against me certainly does his and his Partyar, nose and throat area, to announce that, in order to provide
stocks in the racing industry no good whatsoever. | repeat: thimat clinical leadership and to undertake extra teaching,
letter from the board was signed off by all members of theraining and research and define further clinical protocols in
board, including those members appointed by Ministethis area, the Government is to establish a professorial Chair
Crafter. All members signed it, and it establishes conclusivelyn oto-rhino laryngology (or ear, nose and throat surgery),
what the circumstances were. The honourable member shoul¢chich will be based at the Lyell McEwin Hospital campus.

apologise. The appointment will be the first professorial appointment at
) the Lyell McEwin Hospital, when it is elevated to the status
Mr FOLEY (Hart): After that savaging— of being a major teaching hospital, which it will be as part of

The SPEAKER: Order! If the honourable member wants the amalgamation with the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. The
to ask his question he should do so. If he continues testablishment of this Chair will cost the Government about

comment, | will withdraw leave. $300 000, and resources complementary to our funds are
Mr FOLEY: Thank you for your direction, Sir. being provided by the universities. The Chair is being put in
Members interjecting: place with the full cooperation of Flinders University,
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Peake. Adelaide University and the Ear, Nose and Throat Society.

Mr FOLEY: My question is directed to the Minister for It is the Government's policy to increase health services
Recreation, Sport and Racing. Given that the Minister knewio the people where there has been a long history of under
that the arrangements with thelvertiserexpired on 30 June, resourcing of health services, and certainly that is the case in
did he intend to take a submission to Cabinet for discussion®ar, nose and throat surgery around South Australia, and in

The SPEAKER: | point out to the member for Hart that the northern area in particular. The northern area is a growing
his question is getting very close to being hypothetical.  region. There is a younger than normal age distribution, and

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: There is no question that hence the increased need in the northern suburbs for this
it is hypothetical. However, it is on the public record that,appointment. It is a perfect example of lateral thinking
because | had no knowledge of what was discussed at tfabling increases in service provisions in areas which quite
board meeting of 17 June, and knowing that Atlvertiser ~ frankly were totally ignored by the previous Administration.
contract had been rolled over in the past—one had just been
rolled over with another agency, and that is not unusual—and POLICE, ENTERPRISE BARGAINING
that the business plan referred to 1996 and because no ) )
information was coming back (I had no knowledge of what Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Will the Premier tell the House
was going on, and the Chairman chose not to pass offho informed him about the number of staff in the pay
information) it was not possible for me to be involved in the Section of the Police Department, and will he now withdraw

decision-making process. his claim that there is ‘a fundamental problem in the pay
section'? The Premier told Parliament on 5 July that
EAR, NOSE AND THROAT SURGERY 30 people were employed in that section of the Police

Department. This morning the Police Commissioner is
Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): My question is directed to the reported as saying that he believed the Premier had been
Minister for Health. What action is the Government taking‘misled over the numbers of people working in various areas
to address the waiting lists for ear, nose and throat surgeryd the department’ and that the pay section had only 10 staff.
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: There are a number of The Hon. DEAN BROWN: First, let us get the record
matters regarding the provision of ear, nose and throatraight. Over 30 people are employed in what is called the
surgery including the high demand for procedures not onlyPay, Records and Human Resources Section of the Police
in the electorate of Mitchell, which is serviced well by, in the Department. | understand that figure is closer to 40 than 30.
main, the Flinders Medical Centre, but especially in theln terms of those who hand out the pay, apparently it involves
northern suburbs. In 1992, the rate of tonsillectomy in Soutlabout 10 employees, and the Police Commissioner has
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correctly informed me of that. The important pointis that, asand the Aboriginal communities. This step in the right

part of the negotiations for the enterprise agreement, it hadirection is applauded by everyone.

been identified that there is scope to make considerable

savings in a number of areas in terms of police administration POLICE, ENTERPRISE BARGAINING

and that the whole style of management right across all

organisations, whether they are private or Government, has Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Does the Premier accept the

changed very dramatically in the past 10 years. claim of the Police Commissioner that there is a relatively
The Police Commissioner has indicated to me that hemall number of commissioned officers in the South Aus-

believes there is scope for savings, and he is working withitralian Police Force and, if so, will he give an assurance that

the department to achieve those savings. | applaud the effdits Government will not cut the number of commissioned

of the Police Commissioner in making those savings. It hasfficers? The Police Commissioner has provided details,

been the subject of quite considerable discussion by thgublished this morning, which show that the ratio of commis-

Minister for Industrial Affairs over the past three or four sioned officers to non-commissioned officers in South

weeks. | know that the Minister for Emergency Services hag\ustralia is the lowest of any State in Australia.

also been involved with those talks, together with the Police  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | saw the statement by the

Department. As a result of those discussions, they are nopglice Commissioner this morning. | have not made state-

working to bring about those considerable savings anghents on that aspect previously. | have not seen the detailed

rationalisation in the administration area of the Policefigyres, so | cannot comment beyond what the Commissioner

Department. said this morning. However, | can indicate that the Police
Commissioner is working with the negotiating team to
ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES streamline the administration of the Police Force. The Police

. - . Commissioner himself is preparing a detailed assessment of
Mrs HALL (Coles): Can the Minister for Mines and where those savings can be made, and | will need to wait until

Energy explain what arrangements have been made in tW%btain that report before | give any assurances as to where
Department of Mines and Energy to ensure that, whe ny reduction in police numbers should occur.

officers are working with Aboriginal communities, they are
aware of their special and cultural concerns?

The Hon. D.S. BAKER: | thank the honourable member FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES FUNDING
for her question and continued interest in this matter.

An honourable member interjecting:

The Hon. D.S. BAKER: In answer to that interjection
from the Opposition | will go on and say what the Minister

Ms GREIG (Reynell): Will the Minister for Family and
Community Services provide details of new funding initia-
tives under the Family and Community Services portfolio?
| have heard the Minister refer to reallocations within the

. . r direct fundin r fn nd |l kan
four months the shadow Minister and | visit the P|tJantjatjaraggggitgﬁobnegﬁh%S%C:egl|gca%§;]2 eas of need and I seek a

lands. We sit down with the community there so that we can The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | thank the member for

understand their cultural needs and concerns because, as . N
members would understand, there is considerable intereé@yne” for her interest in this matter and for her support for

community services in her area. | am happy to say that

within the Mines and Energy Department about the explor- ; X
ation which can go on in tr?gse al?eas. That is what hap[))peﬂ nders are in the process of being called for $353 000 worth

at ministerial level. | am happy to invite the Deputy Leader®! New services throughout the State service including

and the Leader (if he were ever here, but he is never in th‘gervices which meet specific needs, such as mobile creche

House) to look at the matter. However, not only that—  Services, family support, child sexual abuse support, com-
Members interjecting: ' munity development counselling and parent education.

The SPEAKER: Order! | do not think that the Minister These new services will be strategically placed as a result
needs all the assistance he is getting. of local needs based planning. Not only will they boost
The Hon. D.S. BAKER: | am just wondering whether asSistance in regions such as Modbury, Enfield, Marion,
there is an Opposition Leader or whether he has gone fof/eodville, Noarlunga, Elizabeth and Salisbury but they will
good. It might be that, any minute now, Ralph will have to /S0 ensure much needed services to country regions includ-
move up one. ’ ’ ing the Riverland, the Murraylands, Spencer Gulf and the
The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest to the Minister that he West Coast.

answer the question directed to him, or the Chair will have Funding has also been provided to the Victims of Crime
to withdraw leave. service, for services to the non-offending carers of child

The Hon. D.S. BAKER: The important point is thatitis Sexual abuse victims and there is also now a greater commit-
imperative that MESA staff who deal constantly with the mentto broader ethnic communities through the provision of
Aboriginal community—and | have discussed the matter witHfunding for the establishment of a multicultural service for
the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs—understand the cultural members of recently arrived communities. | am sure that all
heritage and significance of Aboriginal culture. Those peoplé&embers would recognise the need that has existed for a long
who are out in the field dealing with Aborigines daily, time in this State for that service to be provided.
especially those involved in exploration leases and Mines and | believe that these new services, brought about by a
Energy staff, attend courses. Thirty-eight people have goneeview of funding procedures, will provide a greater number
through these courses to make sure that they understand thieservices to a wider geographic mix to meet specifically
cultural significance of the people with whom they areidentified needs. May | once again say that this Government
dealing, so that exploration can occur and there is nds about providing more services to more people and that
misunderstanding between the Mines and Energy Departacludes particularly people in country regions which the
ment, the people who are out looking for exploration lease®pposition neglected for so long in this State.
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ROLLERBLADING AND SKATEBOARDING dropped by 4.7 per cent and unarmed robbery by almost 14
per cent. Kidnapping and abduction was down by 8 per cent.
Mr ATKINSON (Spence): My question is directed to the Offences of driving causing death were down by almost 12
Premier. Will the Government persist with its proposal toper cent. Blackmail and extortion dropped by almost 41 per
allow rollerblading and skateboarding on most local roadsent. Unlawful entry with intent fell by almost 14 per cent
and footpaths? If so, will the Government require roller-and motor vehicle theft was down by 9 per cent. Those
bladers and skateboarders to be insured for damage figures cannot be argued against or disputed. They are further

themselves and to others? evidence—
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: This matter is before the Members interjecting:

Upper House and it is a matter for legislation. The SPEAKER: Order! For some reason, certain
An honourable member: And you are tabling amend- members in the House today have taken it upon themselves

ments to the Bill along those lines. That is a joke. to continue to interject and the House does not appear to want
The SPEAKER: Order! to continue with Question Time. | suggest to all members that
Members interjecting: they take particular note of direction given by the Chair or
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Wright. Standing Order 137 will be applied.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It would appear that the The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: The figures are further
member for Spence is not familiar with what his Party isevidence that crime in South Australia is starting to decline
moving in terms of amendments in another Chamber. &nd that the new crime prevention initiatives are showing
suggest that he take a short walk of about 75 metres in asigns of being successful. However, make no mistake: we

easterly direction. know that there is a long way to go and some worrying
Mr Atkinson: Answer the question. parallels remain when we compare those statistics with those
Members interjecting: in other States.

The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many interjections It remains a matter of concern for the Government and the
from my right. The Minister for Mines and Energy has Police Department that, in the areas of homicide, sexual
already been spoken to today. assault and armed robbery, while those crimes have shown

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It would appear that the a marked decrease in South Australia, we still remain, in
member for Spence is trying to pre-empt a debate in anothd¢hose areas, above the average in other States. Since the
House. | suggest that he sit down and wait because the matt@overnment came to office in 1993, a number of crime
will come to this House and he will then have a chance tgrevention initiatives and crime fighting programs have been
have his say. introduced through the Police Department including the

introduction of transit police from 1 January 1994; the
CRIME TRENDS introduction of Task Force Pendulum for three months from
i o August 1994 to November 1994 to target housebreaking and

Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): Will the Minister for Emer-  yobberies and to increase the recovery rate of stolen property;
gency Services provide details of the latest crime trendghe command response divisions in the north and south of our
following the release of the 1994 crime figures by thegity to combat a wide variety of criminal offences; Operation
Australian Bureau of Statistics? Titan which commenced in October 1994 to target criminal

The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: | thank the member for  activity involving outlaw motorcycle gangs; and the system-
Hanson for his question and for his interest in the crimeytic and dedicated work undertaken right across the broad
trends in South Australia. The national collection of statisticsgpectrum of policing work in South Australia. We recognise
comprising 11 selected offence categories reported to policghat there is still a long way to go, but despite the Opposi-

were released by the Australian Bureau of Statisti_CS |a&‘0n’s dismay’ we have some encouraging downward trends
week. It does not matter what Labor members of Parliament crime in South Australia.

try to do, how they try to manipulate the statistics or whether

the member for Hart sits in his office with his calculator and BARTON ROAD

tries to twist and turn those statistics, it does not matter what

games they play with them, crime in South Australia, as Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Does the Minister for

demonstrated by the Australian statistics, is on the declineEmergency Services stand by his answer to a question in the
| am happy to advise the public that, across the 1House on 6 July that the bus operator who complained to

categories, the results are as follows: the incidence of murdgolice on or before 10 April 1995 about vehicles using Barton

fell by almost 19 per cent in 1994; the number of attemptedroad, North Adelaide was a private bus operator and, to

murders fell by almost 31 per cent. Manslaughter dropped—guote the Minister, ‘All buses are exempt from the closure of

Members interjecting: Barton Road'? The entry in th@overnment Gazetiaf the

The SPEAKER: Order! vehicle restrictions at Barton Road reads:

The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: Mr Speaker, you would Pursuant to section 359 of the Local Government Act the
think that members of the Labor Party would be applaudingollowing classes of vehicles, namely all privately owned buses, are
the fact that crime is declining. | know that the Opposition€xcluded from that street, road or public place.

Leader has been busy putting misinformation out into the The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: The member for Spence
electorate, claiming that South Australia is the crime capitahas been pretty active in respect of the Barton Road update.
and sending his rubbish out to the letterboxes. We are now fact, | have a document headed, ‘Mick Atkinson, State
putting on the record the truth and what is really happeningnember for Spence, Barton Road Update’ dated 9 July 1995.
as shown in the figures released by the Commonwealtn that update, which the honourable member sent to his
Government. electorate, he sets out questions which he has asked of

Manslaughter dropped from five offences in 1993 to nonerarious members of Parliament and he sets out information
last year. Sexual assaults fell by 5.8 per cent. Armed robbergnd his own personal comments and views about aspects of
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the questioning and about his personal Barton Road fixation. HOUSING TRUST EVICTIONS
I would have thought that, if the honourable member had a
concern about any aspect— Ms HURLEY (Napier): Will the Minister for Housing,
Mr Atkinson: Answer the question. Urban Development and Local Government Relations advise

The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Spence. 1€ House of the level of evictions from South Australian
) Housing Trust accommodation in the financial year 1994-95,
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | would have thought that jcyding notices of intent to evict, and whether this figure

the honourable member for Spence would pick up a telephon@presents an increase over the figure for the previous year?
and ask me to check on a detail about which he was corReports to me from a number of community groups indicate
cerned. The information that | have placed on notice wag growing increase in the number of evictions, including
provided to me by the Police Commissioner. | take thgnose involving families with three to four children, and this
honourable member’s question on notice and | will determing,55 peen an increasing source of concern in many communi-
whether there is any validity to his claims and, after thatyjeg

perhaps he can put out another Barton Road update for his The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: The Housing Trust does not

constituency. take evictions lightly, and it takes a considerable amount of
decision making before it even gets to that stage. The
CORELLAS Government is not about evicting anyone from public housing
S unless the Housing Trust Board can show good cause. | have
Mrs ROSENBERG (Kaurna): My question is directed  seen up-to-date tables in my office, and | will endeavour to
to the Minister for the Environment and Natural Resourcesget a copy of those tables for the honourable member as soon

Is it possible to exploit the plague proportions of nativeas possible and provide that information to her.
corellas by trapping them and selling them overseas? Last

week, there was considerable debate over the shooting of FOOD EXPORTS

corellas at Willunga which have been destroying the local

golf course. A number of the locals have suggested that we Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): Will the Minister for
should consider harvesting the birds and selling thenindustry, Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional

overseas because they can fetch up to $1 000. Development report to the House on South Australia’s
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | appreciate the question growing food exports and, in particular, can he tell the House
asked by the member for Kaurna— about the launch of a South Australian food promotion in

ot ri AN Melbourne this week?

An honourable member |'nterject|ng. . The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | had the privilege this morning

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: So do we all. This matter has ¢ gnening an exhibition and promotion by some 24 South
caused considerable concern not justin recent times but al$Q strajian fine food and wine producers in the Myer
in the past. | can recall very clearly similar problems arisingyie|hourne food and beverage hall. It was a great promotion
many years ago in regard to this bird. My office certainly hasy south Australia, and any South Australian going through
rec_elved many calls asking whether alternative courses qge Myer food hall in Melbourne would be proud of the
actlokn are avallaf?li to the sfhootlng which took place lashoqycts from this State being displayed by a range of South
week to scare off the birds from the Willunga region. My aygiralian companies. The 24 companies involved are part

officers currently are revisiting the whole issue of how besty¢ o network that has been coordinated through the South
to manage unnaturally large and destructive flocks Ohstralian Centre for Manufacturing. Coincidentally, in

corellas. As | have said, this issue is not a new one: °Ve”hﬁyoking at networking throughout Australia the Bureau of

years there has been a trail of black-outs where birds haygq,stry Economics has commended the South Australian

chewed through power lines; we have seen many tréSenire for Manufacturing and its networking program as an
ringbarked; crops have been stripped; and football ovals ha‘@(ample for the rest of Australia.

been destroyed by large numbers of these birds. | pay credit to Liz Blieschke, who was the network

We all realise that there are some unnaturally largenanager at the Centre for Manufacturing, which put in place
populations because of the increased food and water suppligfe networking programs that are now being used beneficial-
that are available in some areas, and that is exactly why thig. A total of 43 000 people a day pass the exhibit in the Myer
species is not protected. While selling these birds overseagelbourne store. Tourism SA is participating also in that its
sounds like the ideal solution, it is not possible at this stageelevision, radio and, as | understand it, print media publica-
These birds are wild and not bred for the captive marketsjons ‘Come to your Senses’, promoting South Australia, are
Issues such as quarantine, disease and legislative restrictigfiging aired in Victoria at this time. The exhibition also will
both in Australia and overseas must be taken into accounfeature cooking demonstrations: Andrew Fielke will cook
and also there is the risk that these birds could become pesig;stralian native products or Australian cuisine, demonstrat-
by adapting to suitable areas overseas. In any case, the $1 Q@@ his unique style of food. In addition, Maggie Beer will be
price tag would not be achieved. | am not suggesting that thigndertaking an exhibition and, of course, she was Restaura-
area should not be considered further. A number of peoplgeur of the Year when at her Pheasant Farm and is famous for
and organisations have expressed an interest in this matteier pheasant pate.

Ultimately the community has to make the decision A variety of companies are participating, including Prices
whether to live with populations that are out of biological Bakery, Verdale Olives, Newman’s Horseradish, the Pheasant
balance or whether we should investigate more sustainabkarm, the Red Ochre, Riddoch, St Hallets, Aldinga Turkeys,
management. In the meantime, my department is liaising witbprings Smoked Salmon, Linfield Farms, Mia Jane, River-
the agencies from Victoria, where the problems are evetand Dried Fruits, Fleurieu Fine Foods, Angas Park, Currency
more acute, in an effort to devise effective long-term andCreek, D’Arenberg, Stanley Brothers, Willow Creek, Joe’s
humane solutions to this problem. Poultry, Two Dogs and Woodstock, and so the list goes on.
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They make up a snapshot of the very good things that argecond problem. That $45 expiation notice has now become
produced out of the State of South Australia. a matter for the courts, and it cost that person $147. | do not
Following the successful promotion at the Grand Prix andupport the fact that people who do not pay expiation notices
Hofex in Singapore and Hong Kong, many of the exhibitorsought to be given undue leeway, but it seems to me that
thought they ought to launch out nationally promoting Soutlsomething which started out as a very minor problem became
Australian fine foods and wines. This is the first step towards major one. The fine was duly paid: | understand the parents
that and it will be a good promotion, it will position South paid it and thought that would be the end of the matter. No,
Australia and it will recognise that South Australia producesot at all. Seven months after the offence the Motor Registra-
some of the best food and wine in the country. tion Division wrote a letter to the young woman informing
her that she had lost her licence because she had committed
an offence whilst driving on P plates.
At that point she had just commenced a job and needed the
car for work, and there enters the next issue. She had to go
HILLS TRANSIT AGREEMENT to the local court and apply to get her licence back at a cost
L of $45, and | understand that that hearing is to take place this
The Hon. JW. OLSEN (Minister for Industry,  \yeek. She then had to ask her employer for the day off,
Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Develop- pecayse courts work on the basis not of appointments but of
ment): | table a ministerial statement made by the Ministerfj st in best dressed, who is on the list, or whatever. | am not
for Transport in another place about the Hills transit agreeg;re how that case will go. | hope that the court will have
ment. some commonsense and determine that the very minor

offence of driving with only one P plate is not worthy of
TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD putting a young person off the road.

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Recreation | think it is about time that the Police Department, the

Sport and Racing): | seek leave to make a personal explan-M°t°r Registration Division anq all the other agencies that
ation. deal with these matters got their act together. | do not think

Leave granted. a young person ought to be treated like this and, quite frankly,

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: In reply to a question if the police in this State do not have anything better to do

during Question Time, | referred to the motion of support forNan Prosecute people for driving with only one P plate, they
an come out to my office and | will give them plenty of

the reduction of the capital account amongst TAB board
members from 1 per cent down to .5 per cent. Whilst thanStances that they ought to go and sort out.
motion was passed in the affirmative, on checking the

minutes | note that Ms Costello is recorded as havinglal
abstained.

Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): The word ‘reform’ is much
ked about in our society. According to t@&ford Diction-
ary, it means to make better by removing or become better
GRIEVANCE DEBATE by abandoning imperfections. We have seen reform in South
Australia during the past 25 years—some reforms being
The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the Significant, but unfortunately not always in the best interests
House note grievances_ of the citizens of this State. We now have a chance to
implement reform in education in South Australia which |
Mr QUIRKE (Playford): | have not used this mechanism believe will ultimately benefit all South Australians, especial-
very much in the past few months to refer to matters thaly our students. | refer to the compulsory primary school
come through constituency offices, but one issue was raisdhsic skills testing for all year 3 and 5 students commencing
with me a week or so ago which | thought would be appropri-on Wednesday 16 August. It astounds me that something so
ate to put on the public record in this Chamber. The grievancerucial and fundamental to education should be so controver-
debate quite often highlights issues that one would hope th&al among the teaching fraternity. | refer to an article in the
Government takes notice of through the various departmentsdvertiseron 8 July headed ‘Teachers to boycott skills tests’.
readingHansard | hope that is the case in this instance. What a lot of nonsense. To say that students will be psycho-
The daughter of a person who came to see me had beévgically damaged or subjected to too much pressure is
driving her vehicle which was pulled over by a police officer absolute rubbish, and I believe it displays gross ignorance.
because the vehicle had only one P plate. | do not know We are talking here about basic questioning designed to
whether it was the front or rear one that was missing but ongauge the literacy and numeracy skills of young people—
of them was not there and the other one was. One would hageneral questioning, where students will be given a three hour
thought that the police officer would have the common-skills test (admittedly that is a reasonable length of time), one
sense—and | make this statement as a criticism—to tell thim year 3 and one when they reach year 5. It means a com-
person concerned, ‘You are technically breaching the law andined total of six hours of testing in their entire primary
what you ought to do is immediately go and get another Bchool education of seven or perhaps eight years. Yet we see
plate.” If commonsense had prevailed, that would have endealstrong voice of protest, disapproval and strong opposition—
the matter, but it did not. The driver was booked and giverobviously Labor, left wing inspired—to the scheme intro-
a $45 on-the-spot fine for having only one P plate on theluced by this Government. | believe such opposition to this
vehicle instead of two. That is the first problem | draw totesting is totally unfair. There are cries of intimidation from
members’ attention this afternoon. the teaching fraternity, and as a result the fear automatically
The young woman immediately went to the nearest petrdilters through to the parents. Having been a teacher for 25
station, bought a set of P plates and put them on the vehiclgears, | have seen dramatic changes to our education system
However, being unemployed, she did not have the $45 anduring that time. | have not agreed with some of those
let the matter lapse beyond the time of expiation. So, enter thehanges—they have been made by Labor Governments—but
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once decisions are made we have no choice but to put our The case notes for Mrs Jones were made available and all nursing
teaching skills to the test and make things work. care plans, medical records, pathology reports, temperature charts
_ and nursing staff rosters were audited.

I Enc_jerstand }t1he pllghdt gf the teacger. ! hé;\vegggdureq-his is as one would expect. However, | remind members that
t(?]ug ; “mdﬁ‘s Iln the perloh et"‘l’.een 1971 an flh g evfﬁ?tients do not have an automatic right to see their own
S howmg ISpieasure Itlo the par |amehnta(rj|gns ﬂ the day, Ghegjcal records, and it took an order by a judge for the family
whom are now my colleagues, | might add. When we werg, opiain that information. The response from the Health
told that classroom sizes had increased for whatever reasgr

her ch had to b d icul ommission’s complaints office goes on to say, ‘The
or other changes had to be made to curriculum or managey,inology reports were sighted and no mention of gangrene
ment, we simply adjusted. We got back to the job; back t

. r any growth was made.’ | assure the House that | have
basics—to the chalk, the blackboard and dust and thgighieq copies of the surgeon’s case notes, which clearly state
roneoed, ink smudged sheets, which was all equipment 2

odd years ago. Society today is sick and tired of change qu]at, in a triangular area of skin, necrosis was caused by
' : . fected . Thatisinthed tation. Th
change’s sake. During the 1970s, under Labor, | believe th ected gangrene. 'hatls i the documeniation. " here were

h ; . ; . Sther complaints. The Health Commission’s letter states also
standard of education did slip, especially in regard tQpat the staff were not advised on admission that Mrs Jones
discipline. In particular, we saw the abolition of pUb“C. had a gluten-free diet. | have in front of me the records which
. State clearly that Mrs Jones must have a gluten-free diet and,
has been detrimental over the past few years. further, that she has coeliac disease, which also means that

We need to reflect and understand just where our educ&he needs a gluten-free diet.
tion is heading and where it was heading under Labor. From Mrs Jones's family claims that there has been a cover-up
personal experience, | can assure members that at the endadthis matter. In written correspondence to the Jones's family
their secondary education many year 11 and 12 students hadigted 8 November last year, Minister Armitage said that he
very poor literary skills—some of them quite appalling—andwas ‘concerned that a number of points conflict between the
all the Government is trying to do is rectify the problem, toadvice that | have received from the Health Commission and
acknowledge the basic flaws in our system and endeavour tbe facts presented by you'. Whether or not Mr and Mrs Jones
correct them. | would recommend that all parents of years 80 find the answers or the acknowledgments, the final
and 5 students ignore the whingeing from the militant left-resolution of their complaint is beyond the immediate
wing of SAIT and the Labor Party and encourage theiinfluence of this place, but what is certain is the need for an
children to undertake the test, rather than find when thosé@dependent unit.
children undertake their secondary education that they do not The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): Order! The
have the basic skills to continue. However, that is what willhonourable member’s time has expired.
happen if we do not have these tests. Let us get back to basics
now, become progressive, get behind our kids and give them Ms GREIG (Reynell): I intend to speak only briefly to
the chance they deserve. highlight an announcement that was made on 10 July 1995
when the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs (Hon. Michael
Armitage) revealed that the State Government, the

for ';Ar? ix\ézgziél-ﬁ{ggl thl crgfrﬁgltz:iir?t:ggirtm?r?l?stiz ;r;leigi(eedf Ngarrindjeri community and the developer of Granite Island
which the Opposition has been pressing and which, under t%e Greater Granite Island Development Company Pty Ltd)

d entered into an agreement for the protection and

Commonwealth-State Medicare Agreement, the Governmento <o ation of the Aboriginal heritage of Granite Island. As
is under an obligation to provide. As | was campaigning in

the electorate of Wright in the lead-up to the last Stat an interested member of this Government, | was particularly

lection. this w. i nwhich I surveved constituent leased to be present at the signing of the agreement, which
giection, this was an ISSue o chisurveyed COnStitueNtys e first Aboriginal heritage agreement to be entered into
The results were stunning in the strength of support for ag o 1he Ahoriginal Heritage Act of 1988. This agreement
independent medical complaints unit. At that time | Ieddemonstrates clearly the commitment of this Government to

several delegations to the then Minister for Health, Marty ; : ‘s .

L ork cooperatively with the Aboriginal community and that
Evans, and I would havg thought that, 18 monthglnto the NeYe Aboriginal community is in agreement with sensitive
parliamentary term, this would not be something | WOUlddeveIopment

have to stand up and talk about. The feeling of those constitu- Both the Ngarrindjeri Lands and Progress Association, led

ents was that they had no recourse, they had nowhere to gé)y Mr George Trevorrow and Mr Robert Day, and the

There was no independent person who could hear the[ L . : .
X : . h garrindjeri Heritage Committee, led by Mr Peter Rigney,
icnog”;gg; P t. Itwas a case of the medical profession investiga 'avg worked closely with the Government and the developers
: to bring this historic development to fruition and to ensure the
This afternoon | should like to relate an instance that camerotection, preservation and promotion of Aboriginal heritage
to my knowledge recently. It concerns Mrs Edna Jones, whon Granite Island. Granite Island is registered as an
in February 1990 went into Calvary Hospital for a relatively Aboriginal site under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988. As
minor medical procedure, the removal of a breast lumpwell, there are a number of specific registered Aboriginal
which usually takes four days. Mrs Jones spent one month igites on the island. Within the recent agreement, provision has
hospital. Four months after that, she was still having dailjoeen included for a management plan to protect and preserve
treatment for the gangrene which had developed while shifiese sites. Together with the developer, this Government has
was in hospital. She also had a secondary condition calleahade clear its intention to involve the Aboriginal community
pseudomonas. The family lodged a complaint to the Southn the development of the island.
Australian Health Commission, through its advice and Granite Island is an important tourism destination, and its
complaints office. A letter written to the family on 14 May upgrading and development are long overdue. Included in the
1990 makes the following statement: development plans is an Aboriginal interpretive centre, and
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$100 000 has been committed by the Government to manage The ACTING SPEAKER: ‘He’ is all right, but the
the areas beyond the leased area. Visitors to the island willeader of the Opposition should refer to the Minister as ‘the
not only be able to enjoy its rugged beauty and the nativéinister’.
flora and fauna but will also leave with a deeper appreciation The Hon. M.D. RANN: The TAB row and the Minister’s
and knowledge of the island’s Aboriginal heritage. Theadmission that he did not read key documents have damaged
Aboriginal Heritage Agreement is historic. It is a model of the Minister’s reputation. Now that the Minister has received
development that is sensitive in its protection of Aboriginalthe recommendation of the committee looking at local
heritage and is to be commended. government reform there are clear fears within his Party that
he is not up to the task. The serious breakdown in the
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): | relationship between the Minister for Emergency Services
believe that the State Government should immediately freezand both his Police Commissioner and the Police Force mean
negotiations with the French companies tendering for Statéhat a lot of people in Caucus believe he should be shifted
Government contracts. There should be a freeze on any nesideways.
Government contract with French firms until the Chirac We then get to the Minister for Employment, Training and
Government announces a permanent end to French nuclegaurther Education who is depending on his old friendship
testing in the Pacific. The Brown Government is currentlywith the Premier in order to sustain his position in Cabinet,
negotiating with French interests tendering for the biggestven though it is well known amongst those in his portfolio
State Government contract ever, the $1.5 billion water dealnd his department that he has little clout in Cabinet and has
and those negotiations should be suspended while Franogade little impression in this important portfolio. The
tests nuclear weapons in our region. | find it extraordinaryMinister for Health is likely to remain as Minister for Health,
that the Premier today gave an exemption to the Frenchut he will not hang on to the Aboriginal Affairs portfolio
companies wanting to run our water supply, the biggest Statellowing his—
Government contract ever. Ironically, the tenders for the Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting
water contract close during the time that France will beSpeaker. | believe it is improper in this place to read
testing at Mururoa Atoll. The Premier has not even botheredpeeches. | ask you, Sir, to ascertain whether the Leader of
to ascertain the position of the company’s headquarters ithe Opposition is reading his speech or simply referring to
France concerning their Government’s resumption of nucleazopious notes.
testing. That should be a priority. South Australians have a The ACTING SPEAKER: On several occasions the
right to know where these companies stand on the nucleareader of the Opposition has spoken without looking down.
testing issue. The Hon. M.D. RANN: The member for Unley—
Another issue that | want to address is the current The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
speculation concerning a reshuffle. | know that a considerablsiember’s time has expired.
amount of lobbying is going on, and | know that a number of Mr BECKER: | rise on a point of order, Mr Acting
backbenchers are hopeful that there will be more than on8peaker. Will you rule the last few comments of the Leader
vacancy on the front bench. It seems likely that the pressuref the Opposition out of order and that they not be recorded
is on for the Premier to reshuffle his Cabinet when the currenin Hansard | am tired of people blatantly—
session of Parliament finishes later this month. However, it The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of
will be a real test as to whether the Premier has the guts torder.
call for a reshuffle, because we know that he is a bit of a
nervous nelly who does not want to upset anyone. | under- Mr MEIER (Goyder): What an incredible contribution
stand that the Olsen forces within the Liberal Party room ar&e just had from the Leader of the Opposition! We have two
pressing to increase their representation in the Browteeks of parliamentary sitting left in this session, and the
Government. Leader of the Opposition comes in here and makes fabrica-
The Hon. D.S. BAKER: | take a point of order. Itis usual tions about fantasy things. The Leader of the Opposition

for a member to be addressed by his correct title, not as, igPViously does not have any major issue he can bring up in
this case, ‘Olsen’. this Parliament in this very important grievance time. What

The ACTING SPEAKER: Yes, | agree. has t_he _Leader of the Opposition done after making his
i contribution? He has walked out of the House. How many
The Hon. M.D. RANN: | understand that forces— Opposition members has the Leader of the Opposition left
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! behind? Not one. There is not one member of the Opposition
The Hon. M.D. RANN: Yes, Sir, | have accepted that. | in this House. To say that that is a reflection on the Opposi-
understand that forces supporting the Minister for Infrastruction is a total understatement.
ture are pressing to increase their representation in the | understand why the Leader of the Opposition made his
Cabinet and that they are keen to flex their muscles. Itis quitgontribution. A headline on 10 July in thelvertiserstated:
clear that a number of Ministers are simply not performing:Local support for ALP hits new poll low’. The article stated
The Minister for Housing, Urban Development and Localthat some 11 per cent of people now think that the Leader of
Government Relations has lost the plot. Today he had to dge Opposition, Mr Rann, is doing a good job: 11 per cent are
an about-turn at the end of Question Time because, ondsasically in favour of the Opposition. Members of the
again, he got his replies to questions wrong. He was rewardetpposition must be worried stiff. The Leader of the Opposi-
with a Cabinet post because of long service, not because @bn is obviously worried because his position and whether
ability. He should quit while he is behind. he continues would be very untenable. | guess no-one else is
The Hon. D.S. BAKER: On a point of order, | understand prepared to take that position because they realise that things
that members cannot be referred to as ‘he’, that we must b&re going backwards. In fact, not only did thevertisemoll
referred to as ‘the honourable member’ or ‘the Minister’. Theshow a record low for the Labor Party but a Newspoll showed
honourable Leader has continually used ‘he’. that Labor’s popularity had again dropped. The approval
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rating in that poll for Mr Rann was a little better at HISTORY TRUST OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA
18 per cent—phenomenal! (LEASING OF PROPERTY) AMENDMENT BILL
It is good to see the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
come into the House, because obviously he is waiting in the Received from the Legislative Council and read a first
wings; he is just biding his time. After hearing the contribu-time.
tion of the Leader of the Opposition today there will be talk
within the Caucus room along the lines of, ‘Come on, forthe  RACING (TAB BOARD) AMENDMENT BILL
last two weeks we have to lift our game. Mike, you are not ) )
allowed to make those sorts of contributions where you Adjourned debate on second reading.
simply fantasise about certain things, because the public will (Continued from 6 July. Page 2772.)
not wear it any more.’ One can understand the Labor Party’s -
concern, because we found over the weekend that a State Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): At
which Labor thought was its safe territory, a State where MEhe outset I indicate that | am not the lead speaker for the
Goss had apparently not put his foot wrong too often, wher@pposition. The member for Hart will deal with the Bill in
Labor thought it had it (whilst it kept the Prime Minister out) far more detail and in a thoroughly more forensic manner
and where it was very confident of at least maintaining ghanme.
significant majority, had a massive 6.4 per cent swing against Mr Kerin interjecting:
it. It looks like it might lose Government. | hope itdoes lose  Mr CLARKE: | am not one to hide my light under a
Government. bushel, as the member for Frome would be only too well
Whether it loses Government or not, the key thing is thagware. This is an extraordinary piece of legislation. It seems
Labor is on the nose across this country. It is reflected righto be a benign piece of legislation to remove the board
here in South Australia when opinion polls for the Labormembers of a statutory authority in line with other statutory
Party in this State go down, down, down. The Labor Partpodies. Outside the atmosphere and circumstances that led up
has every reason to be worried. Why is it happening? It i$0 the introduction of this Bill, one could have some measure
happening because it cannot get onto any significant issuef support for what the Minister seeks with respect to this
All'it can do is knock. We heard it over the past few weeks Bill. However, that is not the case in respect of what we have
When the storms came we had the incredible situation of theefore us today. It is purely and simply a special piece of
member for Hart attacking this Government for not havinglegislation which, if it were honestly titled, would be known
spent enough money on the jetties over the years. Thas the ‘Get Bill Cousins Bill'. | have a fair amount of regard
member for Hart was the adviser to the Premier for year aftdior the Minister. | know | have probably damned him with
year when the jetties were being battered. faint praise, but as a human being | have some regard for the
How much money did the previous Government spend oMinister—I think he tries his best. However, on this subject
the jetties? Virtually nothing. All the honourable member canhe is damned by his own actions—and | regret that for a
do now, a year and a bit out from that time, is say, ‘Wenumber of reasons, not the least being for his own self.
should have had the jetties in a state of repair’. We will be Very simply, all this arose because the Minister took his
spending some millions of dollars on the jetties, which iseye off the ball with respect to the TAB proposal. This idea
vastly different to what the previous Labor Government dichas been kicked around for some time. A large number of
when it was in power. The irony, by the way, is that themembers of the union of which | was secretary are employed
Leader of the Opposition is way below the former Leader oby the TAB board. It was always regarded as a bit of an
the Opposition, Mr Arnold. Mr Arnold at least hit a high of anachronism and somewhat unusual that we in South
28 per cent in the popularity polls. Australia, alone amongst the States, paidAldwertiserto
I refer briefly to the Leader of the Opposition’s spreadingProduce the form guide. Given that the form guide helped that
his tales through the rural media. | heard the tail end of higiewspaper’s circulation on a Saturday, it was always seen as
talk with Zoe Wilson yesterday. | had a good laugh out of ita bit strange that the TAB not only advertised in the
because | thought, ‘Right, he is literally on death’s door; heAdvertiserbut also paid theAdvertiserto print the form
has to try to salvage something. He cannot win by takinguide, which accounts for 20 per cent of its circulation on a
ordinary political issues—by taking the gutsy stuff, the thingsSaturday. That is in stark contrast to the other States where
that are happening from day-to-day—because this Goverrihat does not occur. There may be paid advertising in the
ment is making advances left, right and centre.’ So, again, h@cal daily press by the various State TABs, but the form
peddles the idea of a Cabinet reshuffle: a total joke aguides are printed and paid for by the newspapers.
everyone knows because this Cabinet has taken decisions thatThe end result of this ministerial inspired shemozzle is
previous Cabinets never had the guts to take. We have reallpat the punters of South Australia are better served. The
made strides in every portfolio, and | want to complimentTAB now has its own form guide—thereby saving the TAB
every single Minister on this side. some millions of dollars that it now no longer has to pay the
When Zoe Wilson started the interview she said, ‘MrAdvertiser—and theAdvertiseris producing a form guide
Rann, why are you so sure that there will be a Cabinegpparently so that it can satisfy its readership each Saturday.
reshuffle?’ The Leader of the Opposition said, ‘Well, thereSo, the punters in this State have the advantage of two form
have been a few stories in tAgstralianand in the interstate  guides—one produced by thelvertiserand the other by the
press, particularly about an August reshuffle.’ This is whaiTAB. For some years, and particularly over the past
the Leader of the Opposition based his whole theory on: som&2 months or so, there has been a move afoot by the TAB in
speculative stories interstate—not even in South Australiathis direction. Itis under ministerial direction to screw down
costs, increase efficiencies and lift its game—as every
Government body is being exhorted to do by this Govern-
ment. The TAB proposed a plan to produce its own form
guide and briefed the Minister on this some time ago. | am
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sure that the member for Hart will go through this in spec-bring in this special piece of legislation which provides that
tacular detail. a board member can be removed by the exercise of the

The fact is that the Minister was aware of it. He may notGovernor’s pleasure, with no reasons being required’? Under
have been aware of the absolute, precise details of theormal circumstances it may be a perfectly legitimate
contract—every full stop, cross or comma—»but there waposition for a Government if it introduced this legislation
enough information available to the Minister, if he had beerwhen the Minister first came into office and it was not
on top of his portfolio, to sound a few alarm bells. He shouldspecifically designed to try to get rid of board members
have known that thédvertiserwould be concerned and simply because they were appointed by a previous
would want to renegotiate with the TAB board—the very Government.

question that the Minister raised during the Estimates Thjs type of legislation, | understand from some of my
Committee when this issue was first triggered. | was aawyer friends, is known more as a Bill of attainder under
member of the Estimates Committee when the member faghich an Act of Parliament is drawn up specifically to get at
Hart asked a question about tiéBFormguide. In his  one citizen. That is a very dangerous precedent. Because
response the Minister laid out his concerns about the TAB/r Cousins has had the temerity to stand up to his Minister
board’s embarking on this course of action—and he isind say, ‘I think you're wrong; in fact, | think you have
entitled to have those concerns and to try to have themisled the Parliament and your colleagues rather than my
satisfied. having misled you’, the Premier has jumped to the Minister’s

What clearly came out was that he was sufficiently awargjefence before lowering the boom on him when Parliament
of what the TAB board was doing for him to have said to thegoes into recess—

TAB board, ‘Proceed no further. | do not want you to do " tha Hon. J.K.G. Oswald interjecting:
anything else until | have answers to all these questions.’ The Mr CLAIl?K.E-. IMaybe you will be .allowed o hang

fact of the matter is that paperwork did cross his desk and the .
desk of his staffers. | do not want to be unkind, but th around to hash up local government, and then you will go.

Minister has admitted already that he does not read every b trr‘]iS Bill is designed to do no Iﬁss_ thgn todpillo(;y c;]nehcitizt;an
of mail that comes through his office or every piece of pape 0 serves on a statutory authority board and who has been

that crosses his desk. The fact is that he lost sight of the baff?uZZ/ed by the Minister and not allowed to defend in public
and it was not until it was past the eleventh hour that thel'> O reputation, which has been trampled, traduced and
alarm bells finally began to ring in his head. This Bill—the dragged through the mud by the Premier. We well remember
get Bill Cousins legislation—is nothing less than an act ofe€Ng the Pr?mler on television after obwously.belng told by
vindictiveness by the Government and the Minister to pasQ'S minders, Youl havitobgetktmfjgh, Mr Premlﬁr. t‘)l’oug?ehn
on to the Chairman, Mr Bill Cousins, the responsibility and!P Your image, slam the book of statutes on the bar of the

blame for something the Minister had been sufﬁcientlyHouse’ slam yourfistinto itas you condemn_MrQousins ano_l,
briefed about for him to have called a halt to it if he had@t the same time as you condemn Mr Cousins, issue an edict

wanted to. that he cannot defend himself in public any longer and that

| do not know wheth : calati no me_mber of the TAB staff or board can make_ any statement
W er this type of legisiation has beeng their defence or in the defence of Mr Cousins.’

used before in this Parliament, whether special legislation hd
been introduced in this Parliament to sack an office holder. Whatis also curious about this is that the Minister and the
The existing legislation provides that board members can bBremier have made no pretence about wanting to get only Mr
removed if, in the performance of their duties, they are found=ousins. All members of the TAB board, including those
to be negligent or acting in a dishonourable manner (and | dgtembers of the board whom the Minister appointed since
not have the other provisions in front of me). It would seemcoming to office, I understand from the lips of the Minister
to me that those provisions are broad enough to allow thBimself, signed off on this deal. Is there any suggestion that
Minister to sack Mr Cousins if he had done everythingany of those TAB board members are to pay the same price
claimed by the Minister in terms of not informing either the @ Mr Cousins? No, itis simply Mr Cousins. Mr Cousins has
Minister or the Government about the board's intentions witfPecome the ogre as far as this Minister and this Government
respect to th&ABFormguide. are concerned, because of his temerity in standing up and
The Premier and the Minister have expressly stated in théeing counted and refusing to be intimidated by this Minister,
House that the Chairman of the board was incompetent a0 is trying to cover up his own negligent actions.
deceptive, that he lied to both the Premier and the Minister There were plenty of opportunities in the past for the
and did not keep the Minister and his office fully informed Minister to say something. On 5 or 7 June the Minister was
of developments with respect to thidBFormguide. If the  briefed on theTABForm contract, which was signed on
Minister and the Premier believed what they said abou22 June. The Minister was told by Mr Edgar on 21 June. (I
Mr Cousins, it would seem to me that the existing legislatioram speaking from memory of the Minister's own statements.)
dealing with the removal of office holders would apply in this The Minister told Mr Edgar to go back to thvertiserto
case and that they could seek to remove Mr Cousins on theee whether he could renegotiate another price or some other
grounds laid down in that legislation. However, they are notleal or arrangement. Had the Minister been on top of things,
prepared to do that because it seems that Mr Cousins—frofrad he thought then that this issue was as serious as he
what | have seen publicly on the television and in newselieves itis today, he could have said, ‘This issue is of such
reports—is not prepared to have his name slurred and slaggedportance that, before you go back to tketvertiser | want
but will stand up and fight for what he believes is right.  the whole Cabinet to decide the matter; in particular, | want
It seems to me that the Government is frightened to go teach and every question that I have thought about for the last
the Supreme Court to test its powers to sack him under thirtnight since | had my last briefing from you regarding the
existing legislation. If Mr Cousins has not been negligent owviability of using TABForm as against theAdvertiser
dishonourable under the existing legislation, upon whaanswered in sufficient depth before | will allow you to go
grounds can the Government legitimately say, ‘We want t@head and ditch thé&dvertiser As the Minister said in
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Question Time today, ‘Don’t worry about 30 June: let it roll Minister went out the window when | watched the way in
over. which he handled this issue. | will speak in great detail about
The fact is that the Minister did nothing of the sort. Thethe substance of the decision later in my speech, but what
only time that the Minister actually got on to the telephonereally concerns me is the way the Minister has been prepared
to say to the TAB management or the Chairman, ‘Don’t dato single out an individual to bear the brunt of the Govern-
it, was after the Premier telephoned him. | can only parament’s wrath when it is clear to everyone and to many

phrase what was said. members opposite that he is trying to find a scapegoat to
The Hon. J.K.G. Oswald interjecting: protect himself because he has angered his Premier. He is
Mr CLARKE: You telephoned the Premier? trying to find a way to explain the situation.
The Hon. J.K.G. Oswald: No. There is no greater proof of charge, no greater sign of

Mr CLARKE: [ thought that the Minister said on another weakness in a Minister, no greater demonstration of a
occasion that the Premier telephoned him on 22 June.  Minister’s inability to be an effective Minister than for the
The Hon. J.K.G. Oswald: | telephoned Mr Cousins. Minister to ditch an issue of which he was a supporter and a
Mr CLARKE: | am not denying that; | am saying that the promoter simply because at the last moment, at the eleventh
Premier telephoned the Minister to say, according to myhour, the Premier—I believe quite rightly—had serious
interpretation, ‘What have you bloody well done to me nowconcerns about what had occurred. Instead of this Minister’s
on this issue? You'd better put a hold on it. Stop it. Cancebacking his earlier judgment, which was clearly to support
it Suddenly, it dawned on the Minister that he had reallythis proposal, he ditched it as quickly as he possibly could
stepped in it this time. He hurried around and telephoned Mand attempted to blame the Chairman, Bill Cousins. In any
Cousins and Mr Edgar and said, ‘Please don't sign thebjective assessment of this issue, as | will detail significantly
contract’, but it was too late. At the end of the day, that waghrough the course of this speech, this Minister was not just
not Mr Cousins’ fault. He cannot be held to be negligenta supporter of th#ABFormproposal but a promoter of it and
because it took until the Minister got a telephone call froma part of that earlier decision making process that they should
the Premier for him to ask, ‘What the hell is going on head down this path.
between the TAB and thadvertise®’ Whether he was right or wrong in that, he should have at
The Hon. J.K.G. Oswald interjecting: least had the decency to stick by his convictions. He should
Mr CLARKE: Thatis what the Minister said earlier. He have at least had the decency to stand by his board and to
said that he received a telephone call from the Premier, lesign over the issue if the Premier insisted on getting his
think on 22 June, to stop the contract from going through, andvay. At no point did this Minister ever express one concern
the Minister issued a direction. So, far from Mr Cousinsor ask questions about this TAB proposal. This Minister has
being negligent on this issue, the Minister had been informefdot shown this Parliament one piece of paper, one document,
sufficiently to know what the TAB’s thoughts were in this one minute, one letter back to the Chairman that was critical
area and the direction in which it was heading. If the Ministerof or asked questions about this proposal. You have to ask
heard warning bells or had concerns, as he said duringourself why. Why did he not do that? Why did his depart-
Estimates Committees when he so easily rolled off a list ofnental officers not do that? Why did his most senior advisers
25 or so concerns, he would have had those same 25 concerst do that?
shortly after the meeting early in June when he says that he Only one answer can be arrived at: the Minister, his
was first briefed about the TAB's concept of going over todepartmental officers and his own personal advisers knew of
TABForm this proposal, supported it and knew exactly what was going
The facts of the matter are that, rather than Mr Cousingn. | charge all those people with the same charge that | level
being negligent or dishonourable in his conduct towards thigt the Minister: there were many within Government who
ministry, it is clearly shown that this Minister has beenknew of this, many supporters within Government but,
dishonourable: he has misled the House with respect to thisecause they did not have the commonsense to keep their
matter, and he has acted in a most dishonourable fashig@yemier and Cabinet colleagues informed, one man has been
towards Mr Cousins, a private citizen who is not free tosingled out to take the wrath of that ineptitude. One man has

answer for himself. been singled out to save this Minister’s political skin. People
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): The honourable have seen through that; commentators have seen through it.
member’s time has expired. Every Tuesday morning | watch every member of this

) . Parliament on both sides dive into the Chamber to get their
Mr FOLEY (Hart): | thank my polleague fOI’.h.IS copy of theAdelaide MessengelVhat did Alex Kennedy
contribution. There are very few worse instances of minister ay? Let us not say that is just Alex Kennedy, because every
ial incompetence than this one by the Minister today. Whaf, o ey reads it. At least everyone bar one reads it; my
disappoints me greatly as shadow Minister for Racing is nog lleague the member for Davenport does not—

so much the issue but the way in which it has been handled0 An honourable member interiecting:

by the Minister. | am prepared to put on the public record Mr FOLEY: H ) d’J> D gt b fair 1o th
that, having watched the Minister for Racing in the past 12 emrber for Ijave(ra\ %EI’:P tha::én r:a?d I—?e u|2 E;Irvgr f(iane
months in my capacity as shadow Minister, | felt that he Waénleember He will be rFl)ere. foralotlon er.than ou’ll beyfqere
earnest and doing his best in a difficult portfolio. He was : g y ,

certainly a Minister for whom | had some respect, but thaf ¢@n tell you. As Alex Kennedy so succinctly put it:

respect went out the window— _ The attack on the TAB chief Bill Cousins is disgraceful, silly and
The Hon. J.K.G. Oswald: | am the best racing Minister VICOUS
that this State has had in 20 years. There has been not a better summation of this whole incident.

Mr FOLEY: You're the best racing Minister that this As | said—and | will repeat it throughout this contribution—
State has had in 20 years? Youd be about the shortesthether it was a good idea or a bad idea, | have not seen the
serving: | don’t know about the best. My respect for thisnumbers; | have not been privy to the finer workings. The
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Minister was privy, as were his officers, his departmentabiven that these are major changes, it is not unreasonable to
officers and his staff, and at no time did anyone choose tgay that the implementation of the new arrangements may not
question any of those issues. take until, say, the six month mark of the new financial year.
Let us look at the chronology of events. Let us have a trelt was not, as the Minister portrayed it, something which was
through history to see exactly how we arrived at where we ara year away. The business plan stated that the objective was
today. Upon becoming the Minister for Racing, the Ministerto have new arrangements in place from 1 July 1995 but,
immediately moved to dismiss Bill Cousins and the Laborgiven the logistics of that exercise, there might be slippage
appointed members of the TAB board. Bill Cousins was nodf up to six months. There was no contrived plan to leave the
known to me, and | know very little about the man. All I matter until the end of 1995. It was an option should there be
know is that he is a former State Manager of Mutual Com-a delay.
munity and a former Chair of Calvary Hospital—hardly a  Following that business plan, of which the Minister
person who would be in the back pocket of a Labor politicianreceived a copy and of which his departmental officers and
| am probably pretty close to the mark if | suggest that Billpersonal staff were aware, they knew that that was an
Cousins has probably never voted Labor in his life. objective and a goal of the management and board of the
Members interjecting: TAB with full ministerial concurrence, support and desire for
Mr FOLEY: No, he wouldn't be that. Of course, the that to occur. As the Minister has frequently said, many
Minister was not successful. He blundered into the ministrypeople in the racing industry, particularly the SAJC, the

this Parliament, his whole way through it— Greyhound Board and the Harness Board, have for many
Members interjecting: years been critical of the fact that they do not believe that
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable they can deliver form guides as cheaply as they would like.
member will address his remarks through the Chair. The Minister has made that point himself. It was clear that

Mr FOLEY: | was distracted by comments to my left. that was always going to be an objective of the SAJC. As |
The Minister blundered into ministerial office trying to have already shown so early in my contribution, the pattern
remove the boards. The animosity between the Minister and emerging of a Minister who has been very much at the
the Chairman was obvious at the beginning. The Ministecentre of this whole proposal.
made many comments around the industry, in this Parliament At the beginning of 1995, the TAB management began
and in the media that he was concerned about the level ekploring in detail the alternative options to providing form
profitability in the racing industry and within the TAB, with guides to customers. The Minister must have been aware of
just concern and just reason. The Minister decided that hghat because the senior management of the TAB talks to
wanted to identify ways in which he could make the TAB senior officers in the Department for Recreation, Sport and
more profitable. One of the early things that the Minister didRacing. Those discussions do not happen exclusively in
was to travel to Perth with the Chairman of the SAJC relation to Government. The Minister and his officers are
Mr Rob Hodge, a TAB board member, and with a senioraware of that.
member of the Department of Sport and Recreation, Racing Those discussions are occurring and then, all of a sudden,
Division; and from memory, he also went with the thenthe Minister decides that he will tell the world about his
Secretary of the SAJC, Mr Jim Murphy, to have a look atemerging plans for the racing industry which are very much
how it was that the TAB could be up to 15 per cent morebased on his foray to Western Australia with senior racing
profitable on similar turnover as against our TAB. industry people. The Minister gave an exclusive interview to

Those gentlemen returned from Perth and identified threg very fine journalist with theAdvertiser Mr Dennis
key areas, in two of which they knew they could make someviarkham. He is a well respected and noted racing writer of
immediate effect, the third being more difficult in that it Jong standing for thédvertiser Let us consider what Dennis
involved perhaps a quirk of the betting styles in WesterrMarkham wrote following his interview with the Minister
Australia, where people have different betting habits whichabout the Minister's plans for the racing industry. In that
allow the TAB in Perth to gain increased revenue andhrticle, the Minister talked in detail about the need to provide
profitability as against the betting habits of South Australiansincreased revenue for racing. A lot of that had to come about
The other two areas that they identified were, first, the costom improved profitability from the TAB. The Minister
to the TAB of the operation of radio station 5AA and, acknowledged that he went to Western Australia and he told
secondly, the cost of producing a form guide. They returne®ennis Markham:
to Adelaide, identified those three issues and set the TAB v saw what the TAB did in Western Australia, based on their
with the task of preparing a business plan and a corporatgmilar turnover and increased profitability, and I've asked the SA
plan. In those plans they talked about the costs of 5AA andAB to do the same.
about the need to reduce the cost of producing a form guidesherefore, on 19 April, the Minister admitted publicly that,
if they were to achieve the same degree of profitability as iso|lowing his trip to Perth, he told the TAB in South Australia
achieved in Western Australia. ~__ toconsider doing the same thing. As | explained earlier, the

That corporate plan was produced at the instigationyyo major differences are the cost of running Radio Station
promotion and wont of the Minister. That business plansaa and the cost of producing a form guide. The Minister
highlights that the cost of the form guide needed to benstructed the TAB to investigate the matter.
reduced by at least 35 per cent, whether by negotiating a |, that article, the Minister went on to say:
better deal with the\dvertlser by having theAdve_rtlser Itis a given fact what our gross tote turnover is. We have to make
produce less product than it had produced previously, byne most profit out of that and they [the TAB] are addressing that at
sharing costs with the Western Australian TAB in its ownthe moment. South Australia is up with the WA Government in what
publication, by looking at maybe thdelbourne Ageloing  we do for racing from a taxation viewpoint. The percentages vary,
an edition for Adelaide or by producing their own form guide. Put the formulais different.

The business plan stated that these arrangements shouldltzen not quite sure what that means. However, the Minister
in place from 1 July 1995. The corporate plan stated thatyent on to say that the TAB in Western Australia has become
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‘far more active in marketing available betting options andcomment than that and further information than the business
the SA TAB needs to look at that aspect too’. On 19 April,plan and the options paper to which | will refer shortly.

the Minister gave an exclusive. | have no problem with that:  The Minister has a meeting with Bill Cousins and he has
it is an appropriate way for the Minister to talk about hishis briefing notes from his department. Clearly, had the

vision. department been concerned or if the Minister had expressed
The Hon. J.K.G. Oswald: The honourable gent is concerns internally, the alarm bells would have been ringing.
learning something about racing. The Minister would have sat down with Bill Cousins and

Mr FOLEY: The Minister says that | am learning about Edgar and his officers and he would have said, ‘I'm very
racing. What | am learning a lot about is ministerial incompe-worried about this. I'm extremely concerned. You haven't
tence. | look forward to the Minister’s interjections, as | amjustified your case to me. | want further work done.” He
having no problem in putting the true facts on the publicwould have sent a covering minute back to the Chairman
record. The Minister has set the TAB management on &onfirming that. Did that happen? No, it did not. What is even
course of action which is clear and plain for all to see. On thénore damning is that the Minister was offered a chance to
Minister’s instructions, the TAB board and managemeniook at a mock-up. He was asked whether he would like to
began to prepare options. The Minister has admitted that H&ee a mock-up. He said, ‘No, she’ll be right; | don’t need to
received a number of briefings on issues relating to the racingee the mock-up.’
industry at his regular monthly board meetings. We have been With what more information should he have been
fortunate enough to see only board minutes, agendas aiiovided? The agenda contained the information; there were
documents which were tabled to Liberal politicians about thériefing notes from his department which would have detailed
7 June meeting with the Minister. However, it would bethe proposal; there was a detailed submission from the depart-
impossible and it would defy logic for the Minister to suggestment to which | will refer shortly; and he was even given the
that at meetings prior to the 7 June meeting with Mr Bill opportunity to look at a mock-up. The Minister knew the
Cousins they did not, at one stage or another, talk about thgontract expired on 30 June; he was offered the chance to
progression of the management’s work. look at a mock-up of a form guide; he was given a document

In relation to the documentation provided to the Ministerthat clearly indicated that they were looking at this option
before his regular meeting with the TAB Manager and theévith great interest and with great expectation; he had his own
Chairman of the board, | have a copy of a letter of 5 Junglepartmental officers keeping him abreast of what was
informing the Minister of the intended points for discussionhappening, and then he has the gall to be deceitful and to try
with him. The letter reads: to tell us—the public, this Parliament and his Leader—that

Dear Minister, Our next monthly meeting is scheduled forhe knev_v nothing, that Bill cousins was trying to snow him
Wednesday 7 June at 10.30 a.m. Set out hereunder are points @Rd deliberately trying to keep himiillinformed. How can he

discussion: live with himself? How can he sleep at night when he has
1. Turnover and profit. given that excuse, after hearing the information that | have
2. Expense variations. detailed so early in this presentation?

3. Interactive television with Foxtel. If that were not enough, he also was given a detailed board
4. Racing information cost rationalisation. . - - -

) ) ) minute. | will not read it all, but | will refer to parts so that
With regard to each of those topics, there is a paragraph ghembers can get the gist of it. We would be here all night if
description. The paragraph reads: | had to read it all intdiHansardbecause it is so detailed. It

This question is an extremely complex one to address. Attachesttarts off with racing information and talks about the fact that,
for your information is a paper presented to the board outlining thgyith the demise of théNews the TAB found itself in the

options and the impact. The paper is extremely confidential as al i ; : ; ;
leak of information could jeopardise our negotiating position Withryosmon where it had to pay for form guides to be printed in

the Advertiser | know you will appreciate the sensitivity of this theAdvertiser It goes on to talk about the corporate plan, the
paper and keep it confidential to yourself. The risk factors inbusiness plan and the three options that were available to it,
alternate strategies to those currently employed need to be carefulyamely, offering the contract to another newspaper, sharing
considered before adopting another direction. some of the costs of printing a form guide newspaper with the
That document was provided to the Minister some daysVestern Australian TAB or developing its own form guide.
before his meeting. | know what happens in a Minister’slt then explores those options: it states that the option of
office, having worked in one for seven years. The documendénother newspaper was not really feasible; it talks about
would have gone from the Minister to the head of the racingsharing the cost with the Western Australian TAB; then it
division for comment so that the racing division could goes on to talk about its own form guide, and gives some
provide the Minister with briefing notes and papers and thenalysis and some detail about what it was intending to do.
views of the Department for Recreation, Sport and Racing It talks about the collection and distribution of the form
before the meeting. That is the way it is done and that is thguides and the pros and the cons in relation to that. It states
way it has to be done. that it contracted a market research company to do prelimi-
At his meeting with Bill Cousins, the Minister would have nary market research to assess the impact. It goes on to talk
had the agenda. He must have had (and | challenge him &bout the delivery of the form guides, and then talks about a
table it) the briefing documents that he would have receivegroposal to the Advertiser News Limited (ANL). That is a
under the signature of the head of the racing division or th&ery interesting proposal and one on which the board was
CEO of the Department for Recreation, Sport and Racingkeen. If it was costing thAdvertiserso much to produce the
That is the way Ministers operate with regard to suchform guide, the management of the TAB obviously thought
meetings. The Minister would have had the briefing paperghat a win-win situation for th@dvertiserand the TAB was
which would have been formulated by senior officers. Theythe option for the TAB to produce its own paper, share the
would have been the result of two-way discussions betweeproduction costs with thAdvertiserand have it distributed
the Department for Recreation, Sport and Racing and thas a supplement of thidvertiser The Advertiserrejected
TAB. The Minister would have had before him even furtherthat as it had every right to do; it has to make its own
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commercial decisions as to whether or not that is a viabléecause the Minister raised no concern or complaint? He did
option. However, that became the preferred option and | canot do so because he supported it.
understand why. So members of the board then hold a meeting on 17 June

The board minute then talked about distribution throughvhere they refine the proposal, have further discussions and
staffed agencies and so on, and then included a summary.9¢mmit themselves to a course of action. Clearly, they think
made it very clear in the summary that investigations werdhat the Minister is supportive because he has not raised any
well in hand, that it was well advised in the work that it was Objections and he knew that the contract was about to be
doing and that the point of making that crucial decision wa$igned. The Minister then gets a telephone call. Bill Cousins
very close. The Minister also was told at that meeting that th&learly decides that he wants to ensure the Minister is fully
contract with theAdvertiserexpired on 30 June, as clearly he informed and has every opportunity, so he instructs the
had been told time and time again and as would have bedaéneral Manager to telephone the Minister the night before
contained in his briefing notes from his department. Thighe contract is signed to say that a contract signing is
meeting was at the beginning of June; he was offered thenminent. What does the Minister do then? If you were to
chance to see a mock-up; he was offered the document R¢lieve the arguments of the Minister, you would have
which | have referred; and it was clear to anyone that, fofxpected him to say to Mr Edgar that night, ‘'ve considered
logistical reasons, a decision would have to be taken in ththe matter further; | didn't really raise it at the board meeting

next week or two so that it would be up and running by 1but my departmental officers have pored over these d_ocu-
July. ments; they have prepared a paper that states that this has

o . N . hairs on it, that there is a real impact problem with turnover
E d;;rgls_hﬂliglsg\i:rthgf?iggﬁgﬁ dmﬁiitlg?agltgn%”k?e O?::g:aMnroand that this is a radical decision. S_o, | don’t want you to go
objection. Why did the Minister not at that point—and we ahead; | want you to stop.’ Buthe did not say any of that. He

will explore this in Committee—say that he was concernecﬁ'mply said, 'l wantyou to go back to tiivertiserand give

T one last chance.” That is not an unreasonable request
aboutthe matter, that he thought the implications of what th% cause, at the end of the day, if it could have negotiat(gd the
board was doing needed more work and needed to be test ’ ;

and that he was worried about the turnover effect that it ma a] with theAdvertise_rthat suiteq i.t’ it clea}rly would have
have? If the Minister had those concerns he would havéchleved the best option. The Minister said that that was all

. o - . e wanted the board to do. To me—and | think to the vast
raised them at that meeting; he would have instructed Oﬁ'cer%ajority of people who objectively assess this—that is the
of his department to have further discussions; he would hav%ost damning moment of all

told the Chairman of the board, ‘Go no further until you have Clearly, the Minister’s only concern was that he could not

ﬁarcgrtiggtgg%d %‘Z&S;’rgrﬁh?ﬁ gg,?samh”gwfgt;ﬁg: rtCOOUIdbe accused of not giving thedvertiserevery opportunity to
' 9 requote. That is what he saw as the political dimension to

Eﬂ;yig\r/getgg dC,O ntract for one or two months if that is Wha\/vhat he was doing. He felt satisfied that he_ had covered all
A ) ) _ of that. He did not instruct Mr Edgar not to sign the contract
_Any Ministers who were worth their salt and doing their yntj| he had shown it to the Minister and the Minister had
job competently would have done that. | would have dongyjjowed Treasury to have a look at it and do other analysis.
that and | would have wanted more information, but | can telije did not do any of that. The contract was signed the next
members this: there was enough information there to have sghy. The Premier received a letter and, quite rightly, the
my alarm bells ringing and | would have said, ‘No further premier said, ‘What have you done? You have made a major
action. Tomorrow morning | meet with the board and thegecision without telling me about it.” What did the Minister
management and we start putting a process in place th@d|| the Premier about it? He told the Premier nothing. He did
might involve the State Treasury, the Cabinet office andhot even have the commonsense, the ability or the nous to
outside consultants, because | want more work done.” But th@yke it to Cabinet, to share it with his Cabinet colleagues and
Minister did not do that. Why did he not do it? He did not do with the Treasurer of this State. He decided that he did not
it because he liked what he heard and that was what hgant to inform his Cabinet colleagues of a decision involving
wanted because that is what the industry had told him ijllions of dollars of Government expenditure that has the
wanted, and he was going to deliver what the industrypjjity to put a trading enterprise at financial risk.
wanted. The TAB board had thqt.meetlng and. the Minister Anybody who has been in Government or who knows
offered no objection and no criticism. The Minister has yetanything about Government would understand that you do not
to produce any documentation from that meeting whichmake decisions like that without going through the proper
indicates that he said, ‘We'd better stop; | have major doubtgrocess. The proper process is to receive Cabinet endorse-
about that contract. ment by taking a submission to Cabinet, having Cabinet
So, off goes the board and it has this so-called ‘secretdebate the issue, and then having Treasury and Cabinet do an
meeting on the seventeenth. The Minister knows full wellanalysis. Quite rightly, the Premier was angered when he
why the TAB board meets on a Saturday: it is because certairealised that his Minister had the potential to commit the
members of the board have to come down from the countryfAB and the Government to a course of action that may cost
and it is easier for them to do it on a Saturday when theyhe TAB financially. The Minister did not take it to Cabinet,
come down for race day. The Minister knows that. Boards ddne did not brief the Premier and he did not brief the Treasur-
not inform their Ministers every time they are going to haveer. A Minister can commit no greater crime than to go off and
a meeting on an issue. The Minister attended the meetingilly-nilly allow decisions to be taken and not inform his or
with the board on the seventh, he was given the informatioher Cabinet—and for that the Minister is guilty.
and he raised no objections. What else was the TAB board to The only conclusion one can draw from that is that the
deduce from that other than that the Minister was comfortabl#inister was compliant. He was happy. The advice he was
with what it was doing? What other conclusion could Bill receiving from the TAB, his officers and his staff was, ‘This
Cousins and the board have adopted following that meetings the way to go.” He has shown us not one skerrick of
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information, not one skerrick of a document, not one skerrickhad to get mine from one of the Minister’s colleagues? | did
of a meeting or a discussion where at any of these criticatot have to go looking for it; it came very quickly to me—
points he said he was not comfortable with what was Mr Clarke: One of the hopefuls.

happening. One can only draw the very important conclusion Mr FOLEY: | do not know whether it was one of the

that he was compliant. ~ hopefuls, but it was obviously pretty—
Let us look at his compliant stance and why the Minister ¢ clarke interjecting:

was supportive of it. Itis very clear that the Harness Racing . eoLEY-
Board wanted it because it felt it was a better deal for it; th .
Greyhound Racing Board wanted it because it felt it was g
better deal for it; and, most importantly, the SAJC wanted it
The board members representing the three racing codes vo
for it. It was a unanimous decision of the board. The Chair
of the racing codes told the Minister from their own self- ) .
interest point of view that they wanted it. As the Chairs of the I trust this letter helps you to understand the position more fully,

racing codes they have the right to have that opinion. ThﬁggOﬁ?gﬁwgtﬁigsﬁzté?m the parliamentary Liberal Party acts

Minister had everyone telling him that they wanted it. . L .
The board unanimously wanted it, the heads of the racin§S ! Said: a few of the Minister's colleagues did act honour-
bly: they gave me that stuff within 10 minutes, not to

codes in their capacity as chairpersons wanted it, the mana . . L
pacity P fpention the phone calls. The whole basis of the Minister’s

ment wanted it, and one can only assume that Governme has b hat h keot inf d H
advice was that they wanted it. So, off the Minister went orf’dUment has been that he was not kept informed. How many

his merry way, in blissful harmony, convinced that this wasiMes does the Minister need to be told before he becomes
the right thing to do. But, of course, he chose not to discusgoncerned? Given the size of the Minister’s portfolio, it is

it with his Cabinet colleagues or the Premier, and that is yery daLngerous_if, with all this evidence, the O_Id ticker does
crime for which | am sure he will pay a penalty when thenot go, ‘l want things stopped, | want more advice, and | want

Premier reallocates and reappoints his ministry. At no poinfC'€ analysis.” This State is at real risk of major financial
along the road did the Minister raise any concerns, and hgmparrassment if this Minister is allowed to continue for
stands damned for that fact alone. much longer in such a large spending portfolio.

The reality is that this Minister—and | give him credit for | turn now to the Bill itself. What the Mlnlster_deuded
it—is very close to the racing industry. He makes greaﬁfte_r he got the telephone call from the Premier and he
comment that | am not as close to the racing industry as higalised that he had made tfaix pasof all faux pasthe =
is. He does that in such a fashion that | should feel as thougxﬁnsta!(e to beat all mistakes, was that he had better attack Bill
| am in his shadow. | may not be as close to the racinggous_'”sl that he had bette_r give Bill a belt b_e(;ause Bill
industry as the Minister, but | have something that he doe&0Usins cannot talk under privilege. So off the Minister went
not, and that is a bit of decency. When you commit yourselfnd belted Bill Cousins and blamed it all on him. With the
to a course of action you have to have the decency to liveakness that this Minister continually demonstrates, he
with it. If the Minister was wrong, if he should have informed Would not make any further comment until he was inside
the Premier and Cabinet and did not, he should admit it. TheOWards’ castle. Once the Minister was within the walls of
Minister should either stand up to the Premier or admit hdhis hallowed Chamber he berated Bill Cousins for his lack
was wrong and resign. He should not single out a man wh8f information. He set himself up with no other course of
cannot defend himself and hang him out to dry on the flimsyaction than wanting to sack Bill Cousins.
excuse that he did not keep him informed. | do not know how The Minister looked at the Racing Act and found that he
much more information could have been put to the Ministehad the power to sack Bill Cousins. If Bill Cousins were
before the old alarm bells started ringing. There wereguilty of that with which he is charged—namely, that he did
meetings, briefing notes and comments from his own officerdlot keep his Minister informed about what the board was
There was discussion on the track about it. It seems to me thaPout to do—he could be dismissed for neglect of duty. The
on the Saturday before the decision everyone at the track w&$t provides that the Minister may remove a member of the
talking about it. board if that person is guilty of neglect of duty. But, you did

Is the Minister, who keeps his ear to the ground and whéot do that. You got Crown Law advice, did you not,
has a very close relationship with key people in the racin%i_niStef? I challenge you to table the Crown Law advice.
industry and the SAJC, telling me that this issue was neveVill you do that? Will you table the Crown Law advice? We
discussed with him privately by any member of the racingknow what the Crown Law advice said.
industry? | would find that hard to believe. My attack onthis  The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart
issue has not been about the merits or otherwise of thi drifting in and out of debating style. | have no objection to
proposal. | have not seen the analysis—I have not been privyis addressing the Minister through the Chair, but then he
to that—so | do not know. | do not know whetiBABForm  reverts to direct conversation with the Minister. | simply ask
is a good thing or a bad thing. All I know is that the Minister the honourable member to follow the usual parliamentary
allowed decisions to be taken without having either sufficientebating procedure. | do not mind rhetorical questions as long
information or making sufficient attempt to properly super-as they, too, are addressed through the Chair.
vise this process. The TAB board was well within its rights ~ Mr FOLEY: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. | apologise.
to attempt to negotiate a better deal with &avertiserand | acknowledge that error in debate and | will desist. The point
theAdvertisemwas equally within its rights to stand its ground that | am making is that the Minister has received Crown Law
on what it considered to be its best commercial interest. Howadvice. It said that Mr Cousins cannot be dismissed for
can a Minister claim that he was kept in the dark when thaneglect of duty or, rather, that the Government could try but
overwhelming weight of evidence was provided to everythat Mr Cousins would take the Government to court and
single member of the Liberal Party; not the Labor Party—Iwould win an application for unfair dismissal because Mr

I must admit that | received quite a few. The
verwhelming weight of evidence was that the Minister was
ept well informed. | understand why some members of the
Liberal Party have felt a bit uncomfortable. The closing
ragraph of the letter provided to Liberal MPs from Bill
ousins says it all, as follows:
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Cousins cannot be sacked for neglect of duty. That is what board full of Labor apparatchiki, union officials or Labor
the Crown Law advice says, and the Minister knows that. Party appointments who have been put there to cause this
What did the Government do? It was really in a bind. TheMinister great grief. My understanding is that Bill Cousins
Minister set Bill up for the fall. He blamed Bill, so he had to is a former State Manager of Mutual Community, a former

follow through with it. The Government introduced a Bill to Chair of Calvary Hospital and is very heavily involved in the
sack a member of the board. It is retrospective legislationcommunity. | suspect that he has probably never voted Labor
The Liberal Party of South Australia is fundamentallyin his life. Kate Costello is a solicitor who now runs her own
opposed to retrospective legislation but, as | am finding ouprivate consultancy. She took on the job because she wanted
in many areas, things are not always as they seem. As a vety contribute to the running of a Government board, not
new, green member of Parliament, still learning aboubecause of any links with the Labor Party. | have never
parliamentary life, one thing | have learned very quickly isknown Kate Costello.
that things are not always as they seem. The Liberal Party’s Mr Rob Hodge, who is Chairman of the SAJC, was
opposition to retrospectivity was convenient in years gone byappointed to the TAB board because of his chairmanship of
but it is now very useful for the Government as it tries to getthe SAJC, such a position having that right. Mr Hodge is a
itself out of this political muddle. member of the Liberal Party and of the State Executive of the
Legislation of this nature has not been used in this Statd.iberal Party. Another member is Mr Mark Kelly, who is a
This is among the most powerful, draconian and dramatigvell-known lawyer in town and, from what | am told, a very
legislation to be introduced. It has been introduced to save @@mpetent solicitor. He was appointed to chair the Greyhound
poor, hapless racing Minister and to execute a person who h&acing Board. His was a ministerial appointment and he is
done nothing wrong other than be unfortunate enough to bene of the Minister's own people. Then there is Mark
appointed by the former Labor Government. In effect, thisPickhaver, Chairman of the Harness Racing Board. He was
legislation says, ‘Mr Cousins, | charge you with pooran appointment of the former Government and | understand
conduct; | try you; you are guilty; you are dismissed.'that he has a very good working relationship with this
Suddenly, the Parliament has become every element of thdinister. The Deputy Chair of the TAB board and current
judicial process. We charge the person, we try the person, wacting Chair is Mr Malcolm Fricker, a former Chairman of
find the person guilty and we administer the penalty. Thehe SAJC, who was involved with three day eventing many
board member cannot say a thing because he has begears ago, | believe. He, too, is an appointment of the
gagged. If the board member makes one public utterance, iMinister.
can be charged under the Racing Act and will be subjectto The TAB board comprises Kate Costello and Mark
all the penalties that go with it. We are saying that this persoickhaver (two people appointed by the former Labor
has no basic civil rights under law, no common law rights, toGovernment), Mr Rob Hodge (a member of the State
defend himself. What is more damning is that the MinisterExecutive of the Liberal Party), Mr Mark Kelly (appointed
has Crown Law advice that tells him that. If he did not, heby this Minister to the Greyhound Board) and Mr Malcolm
could sack the board member for neglect of duty under th&ricker (appointed by this Minister). Three of the six are of
Act. the Minister’'s own choosing. That is hardly a hostile board
The Minister has embarked upon such a course of actiomnd is hardly a left wing socialist conspiracy running around
but there is another little sleeper in the Bill, a provision totown undermining this Minister: that could not be further
expand the board from six members to eight members. Thigom the truth. On that board the Minister had people who
Government claims that it wants to get a bit more financialvere very close to him. | have no problem with that: that can
expertise on the board. | did not come down in the lasbe a very constructive relationship between a Minister and an
shower. That provision is all about putting two more of theindustry. But please do not insult the intelligence of members
Minister's own appointments on the board. So, if the Ministerof Parliament and the wider community by suggesting that
cannot get the provision to sack Mr Cousins through Parliathe TAB board is a hostile board intent on bringing the
ment, he might just get through that clause that allows th#inister’s political career to a close. That is clearly not the
Minister to expand the board. The first thing the new boardlesire or practice of that board.
will do is to move a vote of no confidence in the Chairman. The Opposition made clear today that this Minister has
Given that the board already has three Government appoiniteen very much at the centre of this entire process. Today, the
ments, two more such appointments will give the GovernMinister came up with a contrived letter. The Minister waited
ment five out of the eight members. Boom, boom! We haveuntil Bill Cousins was out of the State before he put these
a no confidence motion in the Chairman. | can see thajuestions to the board—questions that the board answered
happening. today which clearly indicate that the Minister was not aware
Fair dinkum, the Minister must think that he is so clever.of the 17 June meeting. One out of four is not bad but there
I could see that coming the minute the legislation wasvere three other meetings that the Minister was aware of.
introduced. The Opposition will not have a bar of it. | will There were other meetings that the Minister was told about,
debate the expansion of the TAB at any point beyond wherether meetings he had—offers were made to show the
we are today. We will talk about that when the term of thisMinister a mock-up. The Minister waited until Bill Cousins
Chairman expires and when we can discuss it in a cool, calmyas out of the State before he did that. It shows how weak the
rational, non-political environment as to the needs, merits anMlinister is. The Minister waited until the man was out of the
desires of having an eight-member board. | will not supporState before trying to rewrite events and history, trying to
that when it is clearly nothing more than a second option tgaint a picture to suit the Minister’s own political ends. No
put further pressure on Mr Cousins to resign from the TABother conclusion can be drawn.
board. What | want and what the Opposition will be moving for
Let us look at the TAB board. We have known all alongin the Upper House is a select committee, because | want this
that the decision of the board was unanimous. The Ministeentire Bill put to a parliamentary select committee so that we
has been trying to portray the TAB board as a hostile board;an find out who is telling the truth. | have been the only one
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who has been consistent on this issue. | want the facts. | dguilty as charged. If Bill Cousins is guilty as charged, the
not know whether the TAB form guide is the right way or the Minister can dismiss him through the existing provisions.
wrong way. | do not know whether staying with the If a select committee can prove that | have been wrong,
Advertiserwas the right way or the wrong way. | do know that | have made this a political issue for nothing more than
that the board made its decision with the Minister’s supportpolitical gain and that all the evidence supports the Minister's
For the Minister to say otherwise is disgraceful in theargument, | will have to apologise; | will have to put my hand
extreme. | want a select committee of the Upper House, andlp and support the legislation. | am brave enough to make
we will move for that. That select committee will have very that statement, go to a select committee and chance my arm.
tight terms of reference. | do not want the whole issueThe Minister is not prepared to chance his arm because he
revisited. It will not be for the select committee to decideknows that he would stand condemned before any such select
whether the TAB form guide was a good idea or bad idea. Icommittee. That select committee need not meet for an
will not be for the select committee to decide and do anyinordinate amount of time. It would simply need to establish
analysis about the pros and cons of going down that patlguickly whether or not the Minister was ill informed, poorly
because they are commercial decisions for a board to makieformed or, as he would have us believe, notinformed at all.
for a Government to make and for a Government to be awar€hat could happen very quickly. If the Minister is strong and
of, not for this Parliament. believes what he is saying, he need not fear that. | challenge
If I have the concurrence of Mr Elliott in other place, this the Minister to support my call for a select committee and to
select committee will specifically look at the communicationhave the decency to give Mr Bill Cousins the legal privilege
between the Minister and the TAB Chairman, the Ministerof this parliamentary select committee to state his case. If the
and the TAB board, the Minister and the TAB managementMinister does not have that decency, why does the Minister
It will look at the communication between the Minister and not dismiss him under existing provisions and give him his
senior officers of the Department of Racing and the comeommon law rights to appeal before the courts?
munication between senior officers of the Department of That is not a big ask. | think it is weak and dangerous in
Racing and TAB board management. They will be the termshe extreme that this Minister is so terrified of losing his
of reference. The committee need not meet for very long aninisterial portfolio and job that he wants to publicly crucify
all but it will be a committee which can subpoena and callan individual and, when he cannot win, to try to crucify the
before it those Government officers and TAB managers whandividual in the halls of cowards’ castle. You will live with
have been involved in this issue, the Minister, the Chairmarthis action, Minister, for the rest of your political career. |
board members of the TAB and which can subpoena allvould like the Minister to think long and hard about the
documentation accordingly so that we can see the picture argffect and impact on the Chairman of the TAB board, his
the series of events—the communication flow—so that théamily and his friends. He has been vilified; as Alex Kennedy
Minister can have his day in the sun, his opportunity toputit, he has been treated disgracefully and viciously by this
demonstrate to that committee that he was kept in the darikGovernment. | do not think that any individual deserves that.
We will give the Minister the chance to convince a The Minister’s preparedness to do that at the drop of a hat is
committee of this Parliament that he did not know, but wewhat really irks me—that he did not have the decency to
will also see whether he did know. We will ask Bill Cousins, realise that he had made a mistake and accept responsibility
Malcolm Fricker, Kate Costello, Mark Pickhaver, Rod Hodgefor it. Nor did he have the decency, if he felt he was right, to
and Mark Kelly what the Minister knew. We will ask officers challenge his Premier about his ministerial authority to do
of the Department of Racing to come in and tell us whatvhat he was doing.
communication transpired between them and the Minister. As | have said, | think that the Premier acted correctly. If
We will ask Government officers whether they were at thd had have been advising a Premier (as | have done on
meetings, as this Parliament has every right to do. We wilprevious occasions) the advice | would have given him was
ask TAB management whether it had meetings with seniothat Ministers should not make decisions without consulting
officers of the Department of Racing and whether they kepthe Premier nor should they allow decisions to be taken
the Department of Racing informed. These are the things weithout consulting Cabinet. Every member on the front bench
need to know. We do not need to know the facts of theof this Government has a right to be annoyed, disappointed
arguments for or againsSEABForm that is not for this and downright angry that this Minister allowed this decision
Parliament or the select committee. to be made without taking it to Cabinet. The Premier had
I want those terms of reference to be very tight andevery right to ring the Minister and ask, ‘What are you
specific. They will be about communication flow between thedoing?’. | have no argument with that. But | do have a
Minister and those various people who have been part of theomplaint about the Premier’s vicious attack on Mr Cousins:
process. | am not interested in the arguments for or againsthink that it was a most unwarranted and deplorable act by
or the analysis: | want to know that the Minister was told aghe Premier. | do not have any criticism whatsoever of the
Minister that this decision was imminent. | do not believe thatPremier’s receiving a letter, picking up the phone and ripping
the Minister’s argument would stand up in a select commitinto his Minister, because Dean Brown was 100 per cent
tee. The need for a select committee could not be moreorrect to do that.
urgent, because this Minister wants to charge, try, find guilty At that crucial point the Minister should have said one of
and execute a penalty without the person having his commadwo things: ‘1 am the Minister. | am backing the TAB because
law right of giving evidence or appeal. We cannot allow! believe it is right for the TAB, and | am forging ahead. If
legislation of this magnitude, nature and gravity to be passegou do not like it, Premier, you can deal with me as you so
in this House without being very sure about what we arevish.’ That is what a Minister would have said if he had had
doing and without justifying the need for the legislation. Wethe backbone to stand by what he believed to be right,
will take the Bill from the Upper House, put it to a select because clearly he did. The other course of action was: ‘|
committee and allow the select committee to give thehave made a serious mistake. | have not informed my Premier
Parliament its advice as to whether or not Bill Cousins isor my Cabinet colleagues. | have no other choice but to resign
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as Minister.” They were the two choices a decent Ministeitaken. The Minister will have to live with his conduct for the
faced. rest of his political career.

But this Minister found a third option—to accuse Bill Mr Clarke: Brief.
Cousins of the crimes that he himself had committed. What Mr FOLEY: Brief political career. It is a simple fact of
the Minister did not bargain on was that Bill Cousins wouldlife that this sort of action, behaviour and ministerial standard
defend himself. The Minister did not expect that. What youwill catch up with you and you will be suitably dealt with at
have in a shadow Minister is somebody who will not let yousome appropriate time by your Premier. About that | have no
get off lightly. What your counterpart on this side is doing isdoubt. We have seen an injustice.
what all of us on this side of the Chamber will do to Ministers  Mr Becker interjecting:
when they make mistakes of this magnitude: we will notlet Mr FOLEY: The member for Peake can shake his head
the issue rest. as often as he likes. He can get up and give his 20 minutes of

The Minister says that | have alienated the racing industryirrelevancy but I can tell him one thing: the Opposition is
I can tell the Minister that | have had plenty of phone callsright on this issue. The political commentators out there know
from people within the racing industry and they have not beethat we are right because they are saying that we are right.
impressed by your performance. They did not ring me abouYour colleagues behind closed doors are telling me that | am
the decision: they rang me and said, ‘What a disgraceful thingight. The racing industry is telling me that | am right. For
the Minister has done. How can the Minister live with himselfthat | will continue to pursue you, Minister. Have the decency
after having crucified an individual for his own incompe- and the guts to support a select committee. Do not hide
tence.’ Those are the calls | have had from the racindpehind ministerial protection and the protection of this
industry. At the end of the day | do not care what the racingChamber. Have the decency to appoint a select committee,
industry thinks: what | care about is what is right. Those inand let us hear all the facts, because, Minister, you stand
the racing industry who share my concern also know thatondemned today for one of the most disgraceful acts of this
what | have been doing is right, that is, defending a persoshort Government: you have been prepared to vilify a person,
who is suffering vilification from this Minister and scar their reputation—
Government. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for

I understand that the Premier has received letters from tHeeake has a point of order.
heads of the racing codes concerning their support for the MrBECKER: Mr Deputy Speaker, | would like a ruling
Minister. The other day | had a phone conversation with then repetition. For one hour and 10 minutes we have heard
producer of the Keith Conlon show and made the point thamothing but repetition. The honourable member is accusing
I had spoken to the chairs of each of the racing codes tand pointing his finger across the Chamber at the Minister
ascertain whether, in their capacity as chairpersons of th&aying, ‘You'. More importantly, there has been a consider-
racing codes as distinct from their role as TAB boardable amount of repetition, and we are getting tired of it.
members, they were supportive of the decision to go with The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The member for Peake has
TABForm and each of those persons—Mr Kelly, raised two points of order. One involves a point to which the
Mr Pickhaver and Mr Hodge—told me that they supportedChair has repeatedly drawn the attention of the member for
the decision of the TAB board. | did not for obvious reasonsHart, and that is his penchant for addressing the Minister
ask nor did they tell me whether they supported the Ministedirectly rather than through the Chair. The second point of
| told the producer that they had given me that indication—order raised by the honourable member involves repetition.
that they were supportive of tHi@ABFormproposal: | did not  While the honourable member is unquestionably correct—the
say that they had said to me that they supported Bill Cousinslebate has been extremely repetitious—the Standing Orders

It was relayed on air that Mr Foley had said that the chair®f the Parliament are not specific on that point, whereas the
of the racing codes fully supported Bill Cousins. In fairnessStanding Orders of Westminster and Erskine May are: they
to the chairs of the three racing codes, | want to clarify thaallude to the fact that repetitious argument can be drawn to
I did not ask whether they supported their Minister nor didthe attention of the Speaker by the Chairman. | ask the
I ask whether they supported the Chairman. That was honourable member to terminate his remarks at the earliest
misquote on the radio and those things happen in the heat opportunity if he intends to continue to be repetitious, but |
political debate. In fairness to those people, they were natannot insist upon it.
asked to offer comment on the Minister’s performance oron Mr FOLEY: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. All your
the performance of the Chair. | just wanted to know whetherulings are informative and wise, and | thank you for your
their racing codes supported that decision. good counsel.

What we have put to the House today is a very clear, Mr Atkinson: And better than certain others.
succinct and detailed assessment of exactly what happened. Mr FOLEY: That comment did not come from me, it
The Minister not only knew about but was keen on the ideadame from the member for Spence. As a new member of
and promoted it. He walked with the chairs of each code an&arliament, | am continually on a learning curve. | thank the
the TAB board on every step of the path. He made one fatahember for Peake because he has given me some breathing
error: he simply was not on top of his portfolio. Minister, you space in which to find a few points that | had not made
stand condemned in this Chamber; your role as Minister hasefore. Having been given that breathing space, | will now
been irreparably damaged. The career and the reputation oéntinue.
an individual has been scarred by your incompetence and the The other furphy that the Premier quickly promoted in an
deceitful way you attempted to portray this issue. For that attempt to deflect from the issue was my being informed
am disappointed in the Minister. | did not think that the about this decision prior to the Government and the Premier.
Minister was that sort of person. If the Minister had his timeAs has been proven, that involved nothing more than a clerk
all over again, | think that he would have treated the issue imt the TAB being asked to advise formally the Premier, the
a different fashion. As we know in politics, you do not get aMinister, the Leader of the Opposition and the shadow
second crack at it; you have to live with decisions you haveMinister, which the TAB considered to be in line with the
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appropriate protocol. | have not checked the facts, but Chair's presence in the House. | simply point out that the

suspect that it would be found that that has been the practigghair feels that had it been used it may have been construed
for a large number of Government boards of both politicalas the Chair gagging the member. However, under Standing
persuasions. Inadvertently, the facts were sent to me. Th&yrders the member for Peake had the right to ask whether the

arrived some 50 minutes prior— member for Foley should be further heard. The Chair chose
Members interjecting: not to use Standing Order No. 128. The Chair calls the
Mr FOLEY: Let me finish. member for Giles.

Members interjecting:

Mr FOLEY: It was a clerk at the TAB. A clerk at the ~ The Hon. FRANK BLEVINS (Giles): | want to make a
TAB made a mistake. | received that letter 50 minutes beforgouple of points on this Bill. First, | want to speak about the
the Premier. | did not read the correspondence until the nexivolvement of the private sector in the public sector,
day because, from memory, | was in Parliament or somdaRarticularly the issue of bringing in private sector CEOs to
where. That is one of the great furphies of all time: therun public sector institutions. | am becoming more and more
Chairman of the TAB board provided me with information convinced that, in general, this policy is a mistake. In fact, |
before the Government received it. That is wrong. A poordo not think that you can point to any private sector person
clerk made an error and may well have lost their job, | do nowho has been imported into the public sector who has been
know, but those things happen. a success: eventually, they all scurry back to the private

| just want to make the point that | had no information. Assector. | think that is probably for the best, because there is
Bill Cousins said in his own correspondence, the TAB boardibsolutely a different ethos in the private sector regarding
members were the only people who would not leak informaaccountability.
tion. | actually telephoned Bill Cousins on four— | have not met a private sector individual coming into the

Mr Clarke interjecting: public sector who understands that there is a higher level of

Mr FOLEY: Not all ministerial hopefuls. | telephoned the accountability in the public sector than private sector
Chairman of the TAB on four occasions and asked him tandividuals are used to. In the private sector there is no
clarify information and events for me. He would tell me question time where the Minister—not the CEO—has to
nothing. In fact, in the end, he became quite agitated an@nswer for that State enterprise or State Government depart-
annoyed with me and basically told me not to telephone hininent. | suppose there are question times at annual general
any more and harass him for information. For that man novineetings in the private sector, but they are usually something
to be vilified as being a conduit of all information to me is yetof a joke. If some private sector individual transgresses the
again another unfortunate reflection on him, because in thgfandards that are accepted and demanded in the public
end he hung up the telephone and would not give me angector—and properly so—then the old boys’ network swings
information. into operation, and the CEO in the private sector just quietly

Mrs Kotz: He's a very intelligent person. moves on to another operation, usually with a golden

Mr FOLEY: Exactly. As the member for Newland says, handshake, the figure of which people in the public sector can
he is a very intelligent person. | only hope that you keep hinpnly dream about.
on the board when you take over the portfolio. | will con-  Without being specific about any individuals, | want to say
clude. This has not been a speech of repetition but othat by and large it does not work. Here is another example
highlighting an inept Government and an inept Minister. Withwhere the private sector has moved in on this operation, and
all the rhetoric which the Premier has talked about regardinghat is the fundamental problem with which the Minister has
accountability, | say to the Minister: be accountable for yourbeen dealing. | can think of at least a dozen public servants
bad decisions and resign. That is simply what | am askingwho could have run the TAB equally as well as anybody in

| am hopeful that there will be a select committee and thathe private sector, who would be aware of the level of
we will find out who is telling the truth. At the end of the day, accountability and of the difficulty that Ministers have in
| want to see a strong racing industry, not one that is involve@xplaining matters to the Parliament and accepting responsi-
in political controversy. | want to see a racing industry thatbility through the Parliament for the actions of those bodies.
is conducted under fair leadership. | believe that the racinghose dozen people in the public sector would probably do
industry deserves better, the TAB deserves better, thiéat half the price.

Advertiserdeserved better: all the players deserve to be Of course, the incompetence of the Minister is what is
treated better, to be confident that the Minister involved inunder question today, and that matter has been dealt with at
these negotiations handled them properly. This Minister digjreat length by the member for Hart. It is inconceivable that
not. for six months a Minister could have known about a proposal

The Minister wanted ABFormfrom day one, and he still from the TAB board which would take $2 million or so out
wants it; he still likes it. He knows that that is what he hasof the Advertiserand not have heard the warning bells. Itis
always wanted. At no stage did the Minister ever attempt t@bsolutely inconceivable that any Minister would be so blind,
stop it. Why? Because he wanted it; he thought it was rightso oblivious, to what was going on around him that the
and he is guilty of an act of cowardice by not being prepareavarning bells were not heard loud and clear and that the
to stand by his own convictions and by putting an innocenboard Chairman was not told straight away, ‘Well, you can
person into the dock to be found guilty. The Minister is aforget that; you can drop that right away.’ Certainly | have
disgrace and he should resign or be sacked. read enough material—and only in the press—to enable the

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before calling the member Minister to justify that decision to the Parliament.
for Giles, | apologise to members for saying that the Chair However, the Minister sat there for six months, knowing
had no authority to ask a person to cease speaking if the Chdirll well what was going on in the TAB board and that
adjudged a speech to be repetitious. There is, in fact, Standirige Advertiseiwas about to be cut out of $2 million worth of
Order No. 128. In the experience of the Chair, that Standingevenue, but did not think it was of sufficient importance to
Order has not been used during the past 20 years of thmention it to his Cabinet colleagues or the Premier, and the
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result is what we have today. The most charitable thing onef $2 million in revenue, not to do anything about it and then
can say is that the Minister is hanging out to dry, and properlyo blame the board for not sending the minutes of the very
s0. The most charitable thing one can say about a Ministdast meeting it had on the issue shows that the Minister
not hearing those warning bells is that he must have been agrtainly has to have something wrong with him. That is why
thick as a brick. he will be removed from Cabinet, and rightly so.

I do not mind about increasing the numbers on the board: The Minister has let down not just himself—he has
I do not think that matters two hoots. | am quite amenable taertainly done that—but also the racing industry, all his
that measure going through if necessary. The part of the BilCabinet colleagues and the Premier. All these people have
that really concerns me is the way that the Minister isbeen let down by the Minister through his incompetence,
attempting to change the terms of somebody’s employmerthrough his failure to recognise the problem when he has had
retrospectively. If the Minister had sufficient grounds to sackthat problem in front of him for six months, and he should be
the TAB board Chairman or any member of the TAB boarddismissed for that reason alone.
he is perfectly free to go right ahead. The person can take his TheAdvertisethas also been let down very badly. As we
chances in court. If he is aggrieved, he can take whatevéinow, theAdvertiserdoes not in any way support what the
legal avenues are available to him, and there are a number bébor Party does or says. | do not criticise favertiserfor
them. That is the way it works. If, on the other hand, Crownthat. The Advertiseris unashamed about supporting this
Law was to advise the Minister—and this is clearly what hassovernment six days a week. Week after week, it supports
happened here—that there was not sufficient evidence dhe Government. It blows up and puts on the front page any
serious misconduct for him to get away with sacking thispress release which in any way suggests that the State is
person without the matter finishing up in court or a tribunaldoing well when obviously that is simply not the case.
somewhere, the likelihood is that the Minister will lose, On the other hand, when there is some really bad news for
because the evidence of the level of negligence just simplthe Government, it is usually buried somewhere on page 27
is not there. In that case, or cases like them, if Cabinetif it is printed at all). The ultimate demonstration of the
members feel that the person has to go because they hatdvertiseis support for the Government occurs when, as
become a political liability or whatever, then a commercialthere was last week, there is some atrocious news for the
decision has to be negotiated with the person. There is nGovernment. Last week, that occurred on the employment
other avenue if you want to get rid of that person. You havdront. This State moved ahead of Tasmania as the worst State
to go and talk to them and say, ‘We’'ll buy out the rest of yourfor unemployment in the Commonwealth for the first time in
contract, etc. By and large, people come to commercialiving memory, if ever. TheAdvertiserput that news on the
decisions if it is made worth their while. There is no otherfront page as a positive story for the Government. That was
option if one does not have the ability or the right to sack thatbsolutely amazing. However, | do not criticise Auivertiser
person. | suppose the third alternative is that you just wear &s it is quite entitled to come out six days a week as a Liberal
until the end of that person’s contract, and at the end of thBarty news sheet if it so wishes. It is their newspaper, and
contract you do not renew it. | would argue that that is whathey can do what they like.
ought to have happened in this case. However, having done that, tielvertiseris then entitled

Of course, the reason why it did not happen is that theo some consideration from the Minister. Thelvertiser
Minister had to try to find a scapegoat to cover up his owrshould not have to call the Minister and say, ‘Hang on, you
incompetence. So, the finger was pointed right at Billare doing something here which will cost us a couple of
Cousins. The Premier came in the Parliament and absolutetyillion dollars. Are you aware of what you are doing?’ After
slandered Mr Cousins—somebody whom | have never metyorking hard for this Government six days a week, for as
I would not have a clue about him or his background—in dong as it has been in existence, thdvertisershould not
desperate attempt to divert from the Minister to the Chairmamave to ring the Premier and say, ‘Have you any idea what
of the board the blame for this farce we are going througlyour racing Minister is doing?’ ThAdvertiseris entitled to
now. That is very wrong, and | certainly do not want to be aexpect the Minister at least to be aware of what the TAB is
part of enabling the Minister to change the legislation to incontemplating. Because of the support that it gives the
effect retrospectively change the terms and conditions of th&overnment, theAdvertiseris entitled to expect that the
Chairman and other members of the board: that is grosslyremier, the Minister and the Cabinet are aware that some-
unfair. thing may be happening which will adversely affect the

The Minister has complained that he has not had thédvertiser
minutes from the board in a proper manner, etc. That reflects | do not believe for a minute that tievertisercalled the
only on the competence of the Minister. With the ChairpersorPremier or the Minister. It may well have done, but | do not
of that board, one establishes right from the start whabelieve that it did. Why should it? There is no reason why it
material and briefings one wants, whether one wants thghould because it has the right to expect that Ministers are at
board agenda beforehand, and so on; that will turn up deast aware of what is happening in their department. The
regularly as clockwork, and you will be fully informed. To Advertiserprobably knew that the Minister was aware of
complain about not having minutes is a reflection on thevhat was happening in the TAB board with regard to
Minister and the Minister’s administrative ability, and clearly TABForm The Advertiserassumed that the Premier would
that is lacking in this case. also be aware of that. That was a reasonable assumption.

I would argue that the other alleged wrongdoings ofHowever, as it turned out, thiedvertisergave more credit to
Mr Cousins are pretty well in the same category. At worstthe Minister than he was entitled to.
it can show some slack administration on the part of the Over the past six months, we have witnessed one of the
Minister rather than any negligence whatsoever on the parhost striking examples that | have ever seen of a bumbling
of the board. Again, it all comes back to this: for the Ministerincompetent Minister. For the Minister then to turn around
to know six months in advance that the TAB board was eveand try to take it out on the Chairman of the TAB board to try
contemplating something that would deprive fkdvertiser  to shift the blame from himself to the Chairman of the TAB
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board is an absolutely disgraceful attitude. It may appear thathe incidence or application of this law is reasonably clear.
| am attacking the Minister in a particularly strong way. | Mr Cousins or any public official could be guided in his or
happen to believe that the Minister is quite a nice guy. In alher conduct by such a law, especially if the Minister had had
the years | have seen him in Parliament, | thought that he wake wit, after his first attempt to sack Mr Cousins 18 months
utterly harmless. He has never harmed anyone in Parliamerstgo, to specify the conditions of Mr Cousins’ appointment or
He certainly never did any harm to the previous Governmertb write him a note specifying his duties as Chairman.

as a shadow Minister. | have reasonably warm feelings No such note was written until a fortnight ago. Indeed, the
towards the Minister as an individual. However, | do notGovernment accepts that Mr Cousins complied with his duty.
think that | have ever seen such gross incompetence inl&Mr Cousins had not complied with the law as it is currently
Minister, and | have seen quite a few Ministers in my time.expressed, the Governor, on the advice of the Brown Liberal

As | have stated, | do not support that part of the BillGovernment, could have sacked him under these provisions.
which retrospectively changes the conditions on which afhe Government will not try to sack Mr Cousins according
individual was hired. If an individual deserves to be sackedto law because the Government knows that, if the matter were
| would support the Minister’s right to sack him. If he does adjudicated by the courts, Mr Cousins would be vindicated
not deserve to be sacked, | would support a commerciallpn both the evidence and the law. The Government is afraid
negotiated settlement. Retrospective legislation of this naturef its dispute with Mr Cousins being adjudicated by an
is absolutely wrong, and | know that every member oppositéndependent judiciary; hence, this attempt to make Parliament
with the exception of the Minister, agrees with me. sit in judgment on Mr Cousins.

So now the Government comes to Parliament and uses its

Mr ATKINSON (Spence): This Bill is a bad law because majority of 36 members to 11 in the House to abolish the law
it is designed to punish one man only and to punish him foas it has stood throughout Mr Cousins’ tenure of office and
something that he did which was not a breach of his duty ato substitute it with this so-called law:
the t|me he d|d |t It |S ImpOI’tant that the House knOWS Why (5) The Governor may remove a member from office on any
the Labor Opposition will not vote for Bills that are aimed at ground that the Governor considers sufficient, whether the member
a named individual and which are retrospective in theiwas appointed before or after the commencement of [this enactment].
operation. The rule of law requires that we, as legislators, Mr Brindal: What's wrong with that?
formulate the law of this State in such a way that South Mr ATKINSON: | will tell the member for Unley what
Australians can know what conduct is required of them ands wrong with it. What sort of a guide is this to public
what conduct is forbidden them at the time they do it or areofficials who want to know what Parliament expects of them
in a position to avoid it. The law should be certain in its termsin the course of their public duties?
and general in its application. Mr Brindal interjecting:

We believe that laws should be specific about what they Mr ATKINSON: The member for Unley says that it is
prohibit, but they should not be written in such a way thata good guide. In my view, the enactment is arbitrary. Its
they particularise the people to whom they apply. Equalityhidden text is—
before the law is a principle for which we should strive as  Members interjecting:
legislators. If we are to pass laws that discriminate, we should The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
do so by reference to values that have general or universbinley and the Deputy Leader are out of order.
application. We should not vote for a Bill that is introduced Mr ATKINSON: —stay sweet with the political Party

by a Minister with these words: that runs the State. That is what this law really says. So the
Members are aware of issues that have arisen between thgle of law becomes the rule of power. | for one will not vote
Chairman of the TAB and me. for it. Fourthly, this proposed law fails the test of allowing the

The late Austrian-British economist Friedrich von Hayek citizen to avoid conflict with its provisions. Mr Cousins is not
about whom | read an obituary to the House three years ag8, clairvoyant; he could not have known at the time he was
used to argue that laws should be general, abstract, th&lgaling with the Minister in accordance with his public duty

incidence predictable and conflict with them avoidable. Thdnat the law was going to be changed retrospectively so that
proposed law before us fails on all four counts. the Government could sack him for any reason in respect of

conduct that occurred before the passage of this enactment.

First, it is not general. In his second reading explanation; The Bill is sh | bout | . licati
the Minister confesses that the legislation is aimed at Mr Bill e Bill s shameless about its retrospective application.

Cousins, the Chairman of the TAB board. Secondly, it is nott say.:,jthﬁt a member may bg removf?q .from‘of;;icehon ahny
abstract. It is not prompted by ideas or principles. It is8"0U" the Governor considers sufficient ‘whether the

; ; ; g ber was appointed before or after the commencement of
prompted by the desire to deprive Mr Cousins of his rightg'€Moer !
under his contract of employment with the TAB before hist€ Racing (TAB Board) Amendment Act 1995'. As soon as
term expires in seven months. Thirdly, the proposed law’ he B.rown L|beral Goyemmept came to power It tried to sack
incidence is not predictable because it was not in force at thé'" Bill Cousins; th?“ Is, it tried to .sack him before he had
time that Mr Cousins did something or failed to do some-done anything or failed to do anything as a servant of the new
thing, resulting in the Minister becoming annoyed at him. InGOVernment. The Government's lawyers then pointed out to
its current form, the Racing Act specifies the grounds orf'€ Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing that he could
which the Chairman of the TAB and. indeed. all members 0got sack Mr Cousins because there was no evidence that he

; e ad breached section 45(5) of the Racing Act.
;gﬁOVTVAS:B board, might be dismissed by the Govemor, a Mr BECKER: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy

. ) o . Speaker. | refer you again to Standing Order 128 relating to
app(gi)n?nq)ér?tr;egfh of, or non-compliance with, the conditions th'sir_relevance and repetition. This debate is going around in
(b) mental or physical incapacity; or circles. | ask for a ruling under Standing Order 128.

(c) neglect of duty; or The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member is
(d) dishonourable conduct. not repeating anything of substance that was said by the
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member for Hart. The honourable member is referringusing all its resources and all its union mates to do anything
directly to the Act and to its legal ramifications. | do not it can to bring down this Government, which is trying to do
recall the member for Hart referring specifically to this line something to benefit the people of South Australia.
of argument. Although | agree that there is a degree of Members should look at what happened in 1982 when the
repetition in the debate, | find this line to be unique to theliberal Government lost power. One of the first things the
debate today, at least as long as | have been in the Chair. Bannon Government did was to remove one of my constitu-
Mr ATKINSON: My old law lecturer, Mr Geoffrey ents from the board of a statutory authority. When she turned
Walker, explained the vices of retrospective enactments thigp to a board meeting after the new ALP Government was
way: elected, the secretary told her that he was terribly sorry and
When a statute is designed to act on past events, it is possible {Bat he should have written to her telling her of her replace-
have a reasonably clear idea of who will be affected by it. This givesnent. She said, ‘But | am appointed to the board; | have
it the character of particular legislation analogous to a Bill ofanother 12 months to go in my position on the board.’ The
Attainder. secretary replied, ‘Yes, but there has been a change of
Although Bills of Attainder were abolished in 1870 after a Government; you have been replaced. No-one asked her
long period of disuse, they were in their day a way ofwhether she would step aside, resign or anything else: she
formulating an accusation against a peer or high personageas just told, ‘You have been replaced.’ That is what the
in a matter of public importance, declaring him to belLabor Party did; that is how it operates.
attainted, and his property and sometimes his life forfeited. Members opposite stand up in this Chamber and tell us
A Bill of Attainder was of course unnecessary if its subjectthat they are against retrospective legislation and against all
had breached the law. The Tudors, the Stuarts and other roygrts of principles; and they have this highfalutin attitude that
houses of England knew whom they wanted to punish anthey are the greatest administrators this State has ever seen.
were not going to be constrained by the law. The Bill ofHowever, the Labor Party brought this State to a disgraceful
Attainder was their means to the end. Now we have anothégvel, and it has made administration almost impossible. |
ruling house adopting the same course. have nothing but faith and confidence in the Minister, who
This Bill gives to Mr Cousins’ conduct before its enact- is trying to rectify the situation. The Minister has given a lot
ment a different legal effect from that which it would have and done a lot for the racing industry, and he deserves all the
had if the Bill were not enacted. | doubt that such a Bill cansupport we can give him today.
even be characterised as a law because it lacks the generality,
prospectivity and certainty that are essential aspects of the [Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.]
rule of law. Should this Bill be proclaimed, | am sure the
courts would interpret it in accordance with longstanding
principles of statutory interpretation, such as the presumptionS TATUTES AMENDMENT (PAEDOPHILES) BILL

against retrospectivity, for individual responsibility and for L R .
in%ocence. ThF:a moreyl think about this |§i|l, its g(xesis, the The Legislative Cpuncﬂ intimated that it had agreed to the
prospects of its passage through Parliament and its interpretd©Use of Assembly's amendments.

tion by the courts, the more | think that the Minister’s
political obituary might read, ‘He is survived by 12 Cabinet
colleagues and the Chairman of the TAB.

RETAIL SHOP TENANCIES

The Legislative Council transmitted the following
Mr BECKER (Peake): In all the 25 years | have been a resolution in which it requested the concurrence of the House

member of Parliament, | have not heard such nonsense. T%Assembly:' _ _ o _
Labor Party forgets that, when it first took office in the 1970s, 1. Thatajointcommittee be appointed to inquire into retail shop

it brought in streams of legislation and it placed public }gﬁgwignésf#aetfgg?vamo retail shop tenancies, including the

servants and statutory authorities under ministerial control. (a) rights and obligations of parties at the end of lease;
That happened time and again during the Dunstan era. We  (b) allegations of harsh and unreasonable rental terms;
know how Corcoran and Wright ruled this State; we know (c) rights and obligations of parties on relocations and refits.

how they operated; and we know the mess that they made of 2. That in the event of a joint committee being appointed, the
the financial affairs of this wonderful State. Now the Liberal Ia]g%\llshlgt%/etv(agughcglF?Orrgrgrgsgﬂgﬂmeé?cg]ozyn%}{eggqn?&tigrs,
Government has to try to clean up the mistakes made by the  necessary to be present at all sittings of the committee.
Labor Party. Just before the last State election the Labor Party 3. That this Council permits the select committee to authorise
cleverly put people into certain positions, knowing that they the disclosure or publication, as it thinks fit, of any evidence
would be there to do anything they could to stop, to censure ~ ©F documents presented to the committee prior to such
p . evidence being reported to the Council.

and to sabotage the work of any new incoming Government.
That is exactly what is ha_ppening: the operations of the pacING (TAB BOARD) AMENDMENT BILL
current Government are being sabotaged.

Mr Clarke: That's an absolute disgrace, saying Mr  Second reading debate resumed.
Cousins is one of those.

Mr BECKER: 1 am not saying that; | am saying thatit ~ The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | would like
was a tactic of the previous Labor Government to put peoplé share with the House some of my observations in respect
on boards so that, in the event it was defeated at the electioaf the operation of the TAB and particularly the culpability
they would do whatever they could to stop the incomingof the Chairman in particular. One of the things that | really
Government. That is exactly what has happened since wabhor is somebody lying to me: if somebody lies to me, | take
came to Government. Every time we make a move to dgreat exception. On that fateful Thursday night when the
something to benefit the people of South Australia, who isnember for Hart received his communication from
there trying to sabotage the operation? The Opposition. It iMr Cousins |, too, received a communication. | did not read
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mine until 7 p.m. | did not have the advantage of a faxplaying bloody politics in an area where he knows that his
machine. It was put in an envelope and | received it when bwn Government could not exercise control; he now wants
returned to the office. | read that the TAB was going to saveo prevent any control being exercised by Government at the
over $1 million by printing its own newspaper, tAdvertiser same time as all areas of the industry are bleeding.
contract no longer being renewed. | knew that was an That is the issue. He wants the industry to continue to
absolute lie, because | know that the industry cannot survivbleed because of Mr Cousins. Let it be known out there. Let
without a strong daily paper and everybody in this Housénim go to the races and talk about the situation, or let him go
should recognise that. Even the member for Hart would sato the dogs. They cannot even get a program into the paper.
there is no argument about that, yet | had this piece oThey have no way of ensuring that their turnover remains at
literature penned from my penfriend, Mr Cousins, sayinga reasonable level. For example, talk about the trots. The
‘We have made a decision and there will be a net benefit thonourable member should look at all the midweeks and what
the TAB and to the racing industry’. That was absoluteis in theAdvertiserthat is able to represent the industry. They
rubbish. So what Mr Cousins did was to communicate a liemust be bleeding very badly at the moment.

Mr Foley: He lied to you. Mr Foley: They supporTABForm

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Mr Cousins lied to me—exactly The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The member for Hart is not right.
right. His own paper showed quite clearly that that was noThey would supporfABFormonly as an adjunct to good
the best estimate of what the outcome was going to be.  publicity coming out of the major daily.

Mr Foley interjecting: Mr Foley interjecting:

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: As the member for Hart would The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart will cease
recognise—and if he wants to ask questions during theterjecting.
Committee stage he can—what Mr Cousins did was to The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | am telling the member for Hart
communicate. My understanding is he did not get that lettethat, if he wants to start looking at how the industry has been
checked before he sent it out. He then went back to the boaaffected, he should look at the results coming through the
and said, ‘Can you endorse this letter?’ Where did that leaveystem. | do not have to be a Rhodes scholar—and | do not
the board members? The board members had made a decistmwve any figures in front of me—to guarantee that turnover
in the full knowledge that this was likely to lead to a loss. Theis down as a result of this change. | would say it is probably
board members agreed to the letter that Mr Cousins signedbwn even more than the board estimated in the first place.
after the event, not before the event. That would be a reasonable estimate and we will find out.

Mr Foley interjecting: The point is that under such conditions the previous Govern-

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The member for Hart is continu- ment had problems with the TAB thinking that it was apart
ing to interject. | will go through the problem with the TAB from everyone, making decisions for itself only. That is
and how the ALP over the past 10 years has had enormoliecause we have leftovers of appointments by the previous
problems with the TAB board. They think it has nothing to Labor Government—people who do not have any expertise
do with Government and nothing to do with financing thein the racing industry. | am talking about Mark Pickhaver. |
racing industry, and some of the former Government’s petsuggest that the trotting industry will throttle him before he

have been on the board. is finished: they should have removed him. Kate Costello is
Mr Foley interjecting: another one of your friends, and of course there is
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: No, just wait. Some of his old Mr Cousins, one of your mates.

smelly mates are on the board. The Hon. D.C. Wotton: | didn't know he had any.
Mr Foley: Yes, Oswald’s smelly mates. The Hon. S.J. BAKER: That is right. He probably had

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: No, some of his smelly mates are some vague relationship with them. They are obviously
on the board. | imagine that right now the racing industry, thdriends because the member is so vigorous in his support for
dogs industry and the racing fraternity would be absolutelfhem. The issue about the TAB is that we in South Australia
appalled by what is happening at the moment. | imagine thatave traditionally received the worse service from our TAB
the turnover has been dramatically affected simply becauss any State in Australia. It is the worse performing TAB. If
at this clandestine meeting organised by a person who realBnybody looks at what is provided interstate, they will see

is a dinosaur— that on the TAB boards form guides are provided as part of
Mr Foley: Who? the TAB program. They have all the fields and a form guide.
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Mr Cousins. It was organised by As well as that, they have strong daily support from the
Mr Cousins— papers so that every race meeting is advertised in the paper.
Mr Foley: A dinosaur? What do we have today? The TAB form guide is absolutely
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: A dinosaur; absolutely right, and second rate, quite frankly. It is not even as good as the
you can quote me in the press. Advertiserused to produce. And thAdvertiseradvertises one
Mr Foley interjecting: meeting, if it is a South Australian meeting. All the interstate
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: That is right; you can show meetings, from which 30 or 40 per cent of the turnover
Mr Cousins my speech. comes, are not given any coverage in the paper.
Mr Foley: What about the rest of the board? Mr Foley interjecting:

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | will get to the other members The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The honourable member says
of the board. He has had his opportunity to speak. Hé¢hat he is happy with that—he is happy with Mr Cousins.
continues to interject. He had an hour and a half on his fe€fhat is what he is saying.
and he repeated himself five times, if he repeated himself Mr Foley: He could have stopped it all.
once. He bored the House to tears. He did not produce any The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The honourable member refers
new evidence and now he wants to interject during myto the point at which the Minister could have stopped it all.
contribution. It is about time the member for Hart stood upThe Minister would obviously have asked the TAB board to
for the industry. It is about time the member for Hart stopped-onsider all the possibilities. The board should have looked
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at TABForm and it should have looked at what is done previous Government has performed, that person has retained
interstate. When the racing industry is going backwards, tha position. Those people with whom | have had difficulty
board should have explored every possibility. The point ohave been replaced, as the honourable member would
departure was at this little meeting that they had when thescognise. | am interested only in talent and performance. |
decision was taken, and the Minister was not allowed to knowdo not care whether a person has a Liberal tinge, a Labor
of that meeting and the decision to be taken. tinge or a Democrat tinge. As long as that person can perform
Mr Foley: What about the phone call? the function for which he or she has been appointed, | am
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The Minister did not get a phone happy. | will remove anyone in the fullness of time, because
call. That is an absolute untruth. The Minister knew onl cannot do anything under the legislation, either. | have had

Wednesday— to wait out time for some of these board appointments.
Members interjecting: What | am saying is that the member for Hart and the ALP
The SPEAKER: Order! have a responsibility. If the member for Hart wants to keep

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: —that the decision had been playing politics and keep chasing the Minister round and
taken, that theAdvertiserwas out and there was no daily round the mulberry bush, so be it, but I can tell him that the

coverage. They have got— industry will get pretty sick of not having a solution to a real
Members interjecting: problem.
The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest that the member for  pgr Foley: | can live with that.

Hart has had a fair go and that he cease interjecting. The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The member for Hart says that

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: As | said, | want to be brief in he
my contribution. The Minister had the interests of the racing Mr Eolev: Itis of i
industry at heart when he encouraged the board to look at all r: oley: Itis of your m? INg. f th L
these other opportunities, and the board should have looked_TN€ Hon. S.J. BAKER: It is not of the Ministers
at them, whether it produced its oAiABFormor whether making; it is of Mr Cousins mgklng. He is a dinosaur and we
it put it up on the TAB boards in the TAB forums. The board know what happened to the dinosaurs. All of them are extinct,
should have been looking at those possibilities, but the poirfttnough one or two remain on this earth. All | am saying is
of departure came when the daily paper was cut off. If pusk@t We have people on this board who are not of goodwill,
had come to shove at that critical moment, when thé/"h.O are friends of the ALP and Wh.o are out to make as.muc_h
Advertiserwas aware that its revenue was dOWIiI and it Wagtnfe for the Government as possible, and | do not believe it
also aware that there was another opportunity, | am sure wit§ I the best interests of this Government or the people of
proper negotiation, if the Minister had known at the time, it outh Australia to allow them to continue on the board. | am

could have been stopped. Rational people would have conigyInd that some people on the board do not have the best

to rational decisions. But not Mr Cousins, whose responsibili-'ntereStS of the industry at heart. It is a matter of politics now.

ty it is to report to the Minister. He said, ‘No, | am going to '€ Member for Hart wants to play politics, he is not
leave this for a few days. | am going to get this dirty little INterested in the future of the industry, so let him pay the
contract stitched up. | know better than everybody else. PillS-

know better than the Minister.” What he did was exactly what < The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Recreation,

should never have happened. Instead of using the analysisg d Racing): This af he H

the board as leverage for tAelvertiser he made the decision hport _anl facmg). f's a ternc:_o_n :I e gp_se saw a

to cut out theAdvertiserand to produc@ABForm whichis ~ nYsterical performance from a politically ambitious young
an. There is no question about it. He winks and acknow-

second rate, and now we have a difficult situation on ou . A
hands. edges it. He has no regard for the racing industry, he has no
gard for the truth, and he has no regard for the facts. He

The honourable member opposite wants to protect thod&Y:
people, particularly Mr Cousins, because he was the condu eliberately set out over the course of the afternoon and over

It was his responsibility to report to the Minister. He should!€ Past three weeks to misrepresent the situation, to deliber-
have telephoned him on Saturday and said, ‘Minister, W(!Qtely create a perception that is not fact. It was only this

have just had a meeting.’ Alternatively, before that, he Shoum?tfter_noon that | was able to put to the House the letter that |
have said, ‘Minister, we are about to make a decision.’ Tha eceived from the TAB board that was signed by members of

was his responsibility, not anybody else’s. All the memberdn€ Poard, by members of the board who were put there by

on that board would have assumed that there was commur1€ former Labor Government, and we started to get some
cation with the Minister as there had been previously. Thé&ceuracy into the dgbate.

Minister is blameless. He encouraged the TAB board to get L€t us look at this afternoon’s debate. The member for
off its backside and do something for the industry. ObviouslyGiles made great play of the fact that, for some six months,
he did that but, no, the member for Hart, after the damage hd§vas alleged to have known what was happening. | presume
been done, wants to protect those people who are destroyiﬁ@at he was referring to the corporate plan. | shoqld like to
our industry, and he wants to refuse the Minister the capacit{ad a paragraph from the 1994-95 to 1998-99 business plan,
to remove those people. | find that a disgrace. as it relates to the newspaper, as follows:

Let us compare that with 1982 when there was a change Although the corporate plan anticipated 1995-96 as a start date,
of Government. Members of a number of boards, people dt is now thought either of the options would take until at least
goodwill who had the best interests of the State at heart, wef8idway through 1995-96 to implement.
told that the door was shut, that they did not have a seat ofihat means it would not be until onwards of January 1996
the board and that the Government wanted to see thefrefore the business plan anticipated a move to a newspaper.
resignation. That was the difference. They used their cloufThe only argument from the honourable member was that |
their big boots, to trample all over everyone. We have nohad known of this for six months, yet the board’s own
done it that way. On occasions, | have had to wait out sombusiness plan states quite clearly that it was not planning to
people. However, if anyone who was appointed by thelo anything until at least January 1996.

can live with it. | am sure—
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The member for Hart has tried very hard over the pastiuoted to the House Mr Cousins also agreed that he would
three weeks to hang his argument on the racing informatiorgo so. | continue to quote as follows:
dated 30 May, that was provided to me on 7 June. Thatis @ on the morning of 22 June the General Manager of the TAB

loose, inconclusive document, and | should like to refer taontacted the General Manager of thévertiser Mr Sanders, by
some of the assumptions in it. It states: telephone but thAdvertiserdid not offer an improved quotation.

The strong support for the quality form guides printed in the! have checked with theAdvertiser and members can

Advertiserand home delivery suggests that our customers would ndielephone John Sanders as well; they will find that the
find the transition to having to collect a TAB newspaper form guideGeneral Manager of the TAB did not telephone Atulvertiser

easy and would produce a negative impact on turnover. This wouldy, that morning and did not read that letter. Tubvertiser
also probably require the SA TAB to open staffed agencies earlier '
at additional costs . The need to have to collect form guides from Was Not—

agencies would have a negative effect on telephone betting [and it Mr Foley interjecting:

suggests] a 2 per cent drop in turnover would wipe out projected The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | am telling you what

savings. happened.
Elsewhere in the document there is a caution about the Mr Foley: What happened?
newspaper in Western Australia. It states: The SPEAKER: The member for Hart has been treated

Research conducted in March and April this year tells us that ouf€Y Wel.l by the Chair, which does not want to d'S“.th the.
customers rely heavily on thadvertiserfor racing information: ~ Proceedings. | suggest the honourable member wait for his
91 per cent nominated tifelvertiseform guides as their dominate opportunity when the Bill proceeds to another stage.
source of information. . We conclude from information [from The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: The General Manager

Western Australia] that there would be a large level of dissatisfactiorge|ephoned thadvertiserat 3.30 p.m. and said that the deal
from punters having to collect their form guides when such a large ’ .

percentage rely on thidvertiserand a significant number of them Would be concluded. The point which is clear and which has
have had theiAdvertiserdelivered. to be made is that my first contact from the TAB was on 21

Itis clear that at the board meeting of 30 May it was not anJune. The letter concludes:

issue. Mr Cousins visits me after every board meeting; he_ - - - On thebasis . ... I can confirm . ... that no notice was given
. . . 0 you or an agenda or board papers provided to you before the

visited me on 7 June. Itis now on the public record that | hadngeting of 17 June.

no contact from Mr Cousins or the General Manager from 7 he honourable member can do on as lond as he likes—he

to 21 June, but in the meantime they had a board meeting.an keep this going on in the guinc arenagfor the next six

After 7 June staff started putting up proposals, which th onths ﬁ he w?sheg P

board members were asked to consider. The letter | read 1B Mr Atkinson: He.won’t need to

the House this afternoon clearly establishes that | was not y :

informed. | remind members that the letter was signed off b Jl.hce VHV%rgnJiﬁéebzfgvglé%blerr]gvceo;gto()ftfglrtz |2athe ite
the five members of the board. It was agreed to by all fiv ILéa:I : that | had no knowledae of that bouard meet?/nqu:!\t
members of the board who met to discuss this. The lettef ca Y o ) N 9
. which the decisions were taken the public will cast its
stated: ; ; . -
_ _ _ judgment as well. The Bill comes in two parts. The first part
Itis agreed that the board at its meeting on 17 June resolved %'ates to the increase in membersh|p of the board, which is

print and distribute a special form guide newspaper subject to th - .

resolution of two issues . Nopapers relating to 17 June nor agenda8ESIgned specifically to a"OW. us tq put people on the board
for the same were provided to you [me, as Minister] prior to thatvho have management and financial expertise and who hf_iVe
board meeting. Prior to 21 June no papers or details of any resoluticctual knowledge of the industry. The second part of the Bill

taken at the meeting of 17 June have been provided to you. does no more than what is already enshrined in three Acts of
It may not help the honourable member's political cause td>arliament. First, section 6 of the Gaming Supervisory
hear this sort of thing but we have listened to him out in theAuthority Act 1995 provides:

public arena for three weeks now. He has put forward a total (1) A member will be appointed for a term not exceeding three

misrepresentation of the facts and has carefully kept awayears tspeci{it%d it“ the fin?ft'rumept'&f eftppointmenttand tis, at the
: : _ xpiration of the term of office, eligible for reappointment.
from this meeting of 17 June. He has (2) The Governor may remove a member of the Authority from

Mr Atkinson interjecting: office on the ground of—
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: My word, they believe me . .. (d) any other ground that the Executive Council considers
holious : ' " sufficient.

The media believe it now, because they have the truth.

Mr Foley: You didn’t see the tellies tonight, John. ovides:

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | did indeed see the tellies P'°V'?€S: ) ) i
tonight. The fact is that for the past three weeks the honour-_ (2) The Governor may remove an appointed director from office

. - 9n the recommendation of the Minister. )
able member has deliberately kept away from mentioning 17" (3y The Minister may recommend the removal of a director on
June as if it does not exist, when the material | have presenteghy ground that the Minister considers sufficient.
today from the board clearly demonstrates that the meetingection 15 of the Electricity Corporation Act provides:
made the decisions. On 21 June, which was the first contact . . i
. . (2) The Governor may remove an appointed director from office

we had from the General Manager, he informed me in &, the recommendation of the Minister.
telephone communication that the TAB was close to finalis-  (3) The Minister may recommend the removal of a director on
ing arrangements to print a form guide and that he would getny ground that the Minister considers sufficient.
back to theAdvertiserone more time at my request. The grounds for dismissal in the Racing Act are cumbersome,

That was my first opportunity since 7 June to intervenerestrictive and do not contemplate such an action for want of
They held a meeting on 17 June at the TAB that Saturdagonfidence in the Chairman. The Bill does no more than bring
morning, and the first | heard of it was on 21 June. | askedhe situation into line with that operating in private enterprise,
them to get back to th&dvertiserand renegotiate it. He said and is based on the provisions in these other three Acts. If it
he would get back, and in correspondence | have previoushyere a private company running a business its directors

Section 13 of the South Australian Water Corporation Act
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would be accountable to the shareholders and could be AYES (cont.)
removed by the shareholders with or without cause. In other Bass, R. P. Becker, H.
words, why should the directors of a business run by a Brindal, M. K. Buckby, M. R.

statutory authority be any different from any other type of Caudell, C. J. Cummins, J. G.
business? Evans, I. F. Hall, J. L.

This debate has been sidetracked by some very politically Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G.
ambitious and politically motivated people. The fact is that Kotz, D. C. Leggett, S. R.
the Government has to have a right to appoint boards andto ~ Lewis, I. P. Meier, E. J.

be able to replace members on boards if it sees fit. The Olsen, J. W.
Opposition has endeavoured to paint a public perceptionthat ~ Penfold, E. M.

Oswald, J. K. G. (teller)
Rosenberg, L. F.

the Minister was in a position of intervention. The reality is Rossi, J. P. Venning, I. H.
that when the board moved to make its decisions the Minister Wade, D. E. Wotton, D. C.
was not informed, nor was the Minister contacted after the NOES (10)
board meeting of 17 June, when every other time the board Atkinson, M. J. Clarke, R. D.
met the Chairman always made a point of coming to the De Laine, M. R. Foley, K. O. (teller)
Minister, involving him and telling him what had been Geraghty, R. K. Hurley, A. K.
discussed at meetings. Quirke, J. A. Rann, M. D.
Despite the protestations of the member for Hart in this Stevens, L. White, P. L.
House or on the media, he cannot get away from the fact that PAIRS
the Chairman and the General Manager did not let me, the Brokenshire, R. L. Blevins, F. T.
Minister, know that the meeting was on and did not send any Majority of 18 for the Ayes.

agendas or papers. Indeed, | did not get the papers; | had to
issue a directive to get the papers.
Mr Foley: Did any staffer know what was going on?

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: My officers are not S
involved in this. Clause 3—'Constitution of board.’

Mr Foley: Not at all? Mr QUIRKE: One of the most obvious questions to be

The Hon. JK.G. OSWALD: The fact is that the askedwhen we look atthis clause is why the Minister did not
Chairman has a responsibility to ensure that, if a decision ha@ad his mail. I would like to know the Minister’s answer to
been made and a sequence of events had evolved since he i@ question, because what is quite clear in this whole
with me on 7 June, | be informed. If members opposite or myeXercise is that the department was bubbling along without
colleagues were the Minister for Racing and events hatfking any position about the merits or otherwise of
started to move forward after a meeting held on the 7th whicdABForm | have always been an absolute wowser when it
led to a special board meeting, and the Chairman who alway@®mes to gambling and those sorts of things—I have never
met with me after a board meeting did not meet with me, theyput any money on a horse that | can remember—unlike the
would be very angry: as indeed | am. member for Spence who is very good at picking form. | have

The first move to intervene was when the GeneralPeen to the races with him on numerous occasions, and |
Manager contacted me on the 21st, and it is well documentedlink that the member for Spence, who is a truthful man,
He did not get back to me. The next contact was whenvould tell the Committee that he has never seen me put
Mr Cousins sent out his letter claiming the $1 million saving.money on a horse. Mind you, he did not have much of a
As soon as | received that letter we contacted Mr Cousins arfhance because he was running from one bookie to the next.
told him to stop—another attempt to intervene—and hisThat simply puts forward his credentials in regard to this
reply, which is on the public record, was ‘I'm sorry, the matter. The interesting thing in respect of this Bill is that it
contract has been signed. You would think that it would havevill have the effect of dismissing the—
crossed their minds to give me a copy of the contract, but | The CHAIRMAN: The member for Playford may wish
did not get a copy of it. to digress and resume his second reading speech, but | point

Calling a special meeting of the board and not telling meout that clause 3 simply increases the number of members of
about it, making decisions at that meeting based on sudfe board. The honourable member should speak directly to
documents, writing to members in this Chamber and makinghe clause. If he wishes to refer to the dismissal clause, that
claims based on the document in question, and telling mis a subsequent clause. We are speaking to clause 3, which
after the event s, | think, a total miscarriage of responsibilityamends the constitution of the membership of the board.
The people concerned certainly did have a responsibility to Mr QUIRKE: Thatis the clause | intend to address. Itis
ensure that | and, through me, the Government were awamne of the key clauses of the Bill. It will bring about a
of the track down which they were going. majority of board members for this Minister so that he can do

I commend the Bill to the House. The public has anwhat he wants. That is what this Bill is about. We need to ask
expectation that we were elected to govern and determineurselves why we are in this situation, why we are expanding
what will happen in South Australia. The mandate is there fothe board, and why we are debating this matter today. We are
us to make decisions, and we are prepared to make thodeing this because the Minister did not read his mail. He did
decisions. | put it to the House that this Bill is worthy of not pick up the quite numerous signals in this whole exercise.

Second reading thus carried.
In Committee.
Clauses 1 and 2 passed.

members’ support and urge them to do so.
The House divided on the second reading:

AYES (28)
Allison, H. Andrew, K. A.
Armitage, M. H. Ashenden, E. S.
Baker, D. S. Baker, S. J.

As a result of what has happened during the past few weeks
we are seeing an attempt to try to bulldoze this Bill through,
to expand the board, so that the Minister can get rid of the
present Chairman of the TAB board. That will be the impact
of this Bill if it goes through the Legislative Council. The
Minister can then put in place as much damage control as he
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likes through measures such as this, and the rest of the wortHis politically ambitious young man who is the lead speaker
theoretically will not realise the process that took place in thisn the debate, a young man who cannot contain himself at the
whole exercise. moment because his political ambition is to move down to the

The reality is that the Minister did not pick up any of the front row and shift himself along to the position in which he
signals that this process was coming close to finality. | feelvould love to sit in years to come. He is a highly politically
somewhat sorry for the Minister. | say that openly becausambitious young man. The problem with his debate is that it
he has been a good Minister for Housing. | have made it cledras gone off the rails, and the honourable member has egg on
in this House that | think he has excelled himself in thathis face today.
portfolio, but unfortunately it is quite clear to me that he has  Mr Quirke interjecting:
allowed a situation to develop behind the scenes without The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: He may want to sit over
taking the necessary intervention. Through this clause thieere, too. He is a politically ambitious young man, and he
Minister seeks to increase the number of board members frothinks he has got onto something, but the reality is that the
six to eight. Those members will be installed by the Minister, TAB board has cleared the air and made a statement. The
and then he will be confident that he has the numbers to satlonourable member is as wrong as the member for Hart. He
and vilify the Chairman. | use the word ‘vilification’ because realises that. He is definitely on damage control now. The
if members look at the second reading speeches—and | mustly problem he has is with his own credibility. He has
say that | have never known another Minister let alone gushed this line that has been fed to him by his friends in the
Deputy Premier to wade in— TAB.

The Hon. Frank Blevins: It's unprecedented. Mr Quirke: What friends? Name them.

Mr QUIRKE: Itis absolutely unprecedented. | have been The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: He knows jolly well who
here for six years, and | have not seen it before. The Deputyam talking about. The TAB fed information to him, but now
Premier came in here and tried not only to support hise has been hung out to dry by the TAB because the informa-
colleague and stiffen up the speech of some other membetisn that he provided was not accurate. Now he has to go into
but he vilified the Chairman in language that | found to bedamage control mode in the media and try to get back the
absolutely extraordinary. That speech was vintage Deputgtebate.

Premier—absolutely vintage. He used terms in his speech An honourable member interjecting:

which | think guite clearly make it obvious to board members The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: We will see. | have great

in other areas that if you fall foul of this Government, if a faith in the people of South Australia. | have great faith in the
Minister is caught in all sorts of wriggles, you will get the fact that when they are told what is going on—as they have
blame for it. been today—the mood of this debate will shift back to where

That is the message we are receiving now. The way iit should be, that is, a realisation that the Minister was not
which the current Chairman has been vilified in this wholekept informed. | am glad to see that the member for Giles has
process by the Premier, the Deputy Premier and others isféturned.
believe, an absolute disgrace. The obvious question that The Hon. Frank Blevins: | was here all the time.
comes to mind regarding this clause is: why do we have to The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: No, you weren't; | made a
have it? | will provide the real answer to that question straightomment about you a while ago. The member for Giles made
away because | am sure we will not get it from the Minister.great play of the fact that | am alleged to have known about
We have to have it because the Minister did not read his maithis for six months. The member for Giles has been misled
he did not pick up on what was going on. This Bill is an by the member for Hart, who showed him the corporate plan
attempt to cover the tracks in the best way the Governmertiut not the business plan which supersedes the corporate plan.

can. The business plan states, quite clearly, that the options would
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | am a little disappointed be taken until midway through the 1995-96 financial year,
with the honourable member’s presentation. which means into 1996.
Mr Bass interjecting: Mr Foley: May take.

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: He is heading for more than The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Would take. | will be
the Deputy Leader’s position; he is about to step up into théisappointed if the honourable member has already been
top position as soon as he can get the numbers. The honowgiven a copy of the business plan. He obviously has a copy
able member should realise that in this case he is attemptingf the business plan—
to protect the member for Hart whose argument has gone off Members interjecting:
the rails, because the public realise that the Minister (in this The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: If that has been leaked out
case, me) was not informed of that meeting of 17 June. Thef the TAB by the Chairman of the TAB | will be most
worst thing that could have happened as far as the membeoncerned.
for Hart is concerned is that, in order to set the record Members interjecting:
straight, the five board members would come out and say to The CHAIRMAN: Order!
the public of South Australia that the Minister did not know  The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | contacted the TAB and
and that the decisions were taken after the Chairman of thesked how it felt about the release of the business plan,
board visited me on 7 June. From then on the Minister wabecause during the Estimates an Opposition member—I think
not kept informed. After the board meeting of Saturdayit was the Deputy Leader; if it was not | apologise—asked me
17 June the Chairman (as was his wont after previous boamdhether | would release the business plan. | said that | would
meetings) did not contact the Minister to brief him. Nothingtake advice from the TAB, and the advice | received is that
happened from then on as regards communication betwednvould not like the business plan to be released. | intend to
the board Chairman or the General Manager and the Ministerespect that advice. The plan is confidential. The latest

The honourable member is avoiding me at the moment anbusiness plan is dated 1994-95 to 1998-99. In it, it says quite
carrying on a conversation to his left because he does netearly—
want to get involved. He has made a valiant attempt to protect An honourable member interjecting:
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The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: The honourable member the board, and which of the current members’ skills are not
should listen. He has been misled by the member for Hartsuitable for the job?

An honourable member interjecting: The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: It will give me an oppor-
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | just read out the date.  tunity to expand the board by putting on it people with
Mr Clarke: No, the date it was written. financial and marketing skills. I do not think any board can
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: January 1995. be anything but improved if those two areas are increased.
An honourable member interjecting: Mr CLARKE: The Minister said that financial and

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Itsays ‘six months’. Italso marketing skills are necessary on the TAB board. By
states that it will not take until at least midway throughinference, | guess that the Minister is saying that the current
1995-96. January 1996; not 1995! The clause seeks tgoard does not contain that range of skills, although on at
increase the membership from six members to eight. Thagast two occasions since he came to office the Minister has
will give us an opportunity to put onto the board people withhad the opportunity to appoint people of his own. In other
financial and marketing skills, which will give us a far words, the Minister has had the opportunity on at least two
stronger board that can manage the TAB far more effectivelgccasions to specifically designate people with those types
than it is being managed at the moment. | would have thought skills, if he believed that the board was lacking in those
that every member of this Chamber would agree that we neegteas. However, apparently there is a deficiency and the
to inject more marketing and financial skills into the manageMinister wants to address the problem by expanding the
ment of an industry which has turnover of $500 million. Thishoard membership by two. When interviewing any prospec-
will give us the opportunity to do that. Only the racing tive candidates for a position on the TAB board, will the
industry can benefit, if we have the opportunity to expand the/inister direct them or in any way influence them in so far
board and put people on it with financial and marketingas suggesting overtly or covertly that it is a condition of their
expertise. appointment—

Mr FOLEY: As my colleague the member for Playford — \Mr BRINDAL: | rise on a point of order, Mr Chairman.
has pointed out—and I alluded to this in my second readingyhen asking questions in Committee, are members permitted
speech—clearly this is the No. 2 strategy in the Bill: if thetg go this far when seeking an answer? The question has

Government is not able to dismiss Bill Cousins, it hopes tthothing to do with the clause; it relates to subsequent
expand the board from six members to eight and appoint twggministrative actions of the Minister.

more of its own members. That would then give the Govern- The CHAIRMAN: Order! As far as the Chair is con-

ment the numbers on the board to move a vote of no confiserneg, the honourable member is developing his question
dence in the'Chalrman. | can see it coming |Ik§ a big trUCk,reIative to the number of people on the board and he has
If you are trying to be clever, you have yet again made a bifjrawn the Committee’s attention to the Minister's previous
of a fool of yourself. actions in relation to appointing members to the board. | am
The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask that the member for Hart gy waiting for the question to be developed.
speak through the Chair. _ _ Mr CLARKE: When interviewing prospective candi-
Mr FOLEY: | want to put a direct question 10 the yates will the Minister make it a condition of their appoint-
Minister, if | may. o ment that one of their first acts is to carry a vote of no
An honourable member interjecting: confidence in the existing Chairman of the TAB board?
Mr FOLEY: At least | would have read my papers. At The CHAIRMAN: Order! I do not think that | can allow

least my excuse would not be, ‘Well, | don't read EVeYihat guestion because it is attributing ulterior motives to a

?nogﬁer?ﬁggatgft ggﬁzt%%rnrggrggjﬁvét Iﬁft‘%tfl ‘évogrl?hg?tcolleague. If the honourable member wishes to attribute
P ry pap motives of that description to any member of the House, it

Corzﬁsh%%?j?ag}g g‘neesnlfn.ber' You put yellow stickers on it should be done by a substantive motion.
’ puty : Mr ATKINSON: On a point of order, Mr Chairman.

Mr FOLEY: |would put yellow stickers on it—absolute- )
ly! That is one of the gredtux pasof all time. Earlier, we . The CHAIRMAN: Orde.r! Does the memperfor Spence
wish to dissent with the ruling from the Chair?

heard an extraordinary attack by the Deputy Premier on -
number of board members. Given that the Deputy Premier  Mr ATKINSON: I may do, depending on your answer,
made a scathing attack on Mark Pickhaver, as Chairman ofif Chairman.
the Harness Control Board, and on Ms Kate Costello, a The CHAIRMAN: Order! The honourable gent can get
solicitor in Adelaide, will the Minister now rule out that, if Out a piece of paper.
the Bill is successful, Ms Costello and Mr Pickhaver willbe ~ Mr ATKINSON: | may do, but may | first raise a point
removed from the TAB board under these powers? of order? The Minister in charge of the Bill has stated in the
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: This clause contains House, and publicly, that he requires the resignation of the
nothing about whether | will remove individual board Chairman of the TAB board. In the light of that public
members. Itis only about including two additional membersstatement, how can it be imputing proper motives for the
to allow us to have additional expertise on the board. Deputy Leader to ask whether the Minister will require
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The honourable member is appointments to the TAB board to agree with him?
asking questions pertinent to clause 4 rather than clause 3. It The CHAIRMAN: Order! | ask the member for Ross
is a hypothetical question, but it is relevant to clause 4.  Smith to continue with his question and | thank the member
Mr FOLEY: With regard to the decision to increase thefor Spence. | take his point.
board from six to eight members, what skills will the Minister ~ Mr CLARKE: My question was fairly self-explanatory,
be looking for, and what skills are currently lacking on thebut | will repeat it. Will it be a requirement of the Minister
board? | take the Minister’s reasons for expanding the boardhen interviewing prospective appointments in relation to the
from six to eight members as a reflection on the quality otwo additional positions (should they be created) that it be a
existing members. What new skills will the Minister bring to condition of their appointment that they carry a vote of no
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confidence in the current Chairman of the TAB before he will Mr MEIER: On a point of order, Mr Chairman, that has
appoint them to the TAB board? no relevance to clause 3.
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: When | make appointments ~ The CHAIRMAN: The member for Hart was making a
to any board, they are made on the understanding that thosemment, and clause 3 relates to the extension of the board’s
board members have expertise to contribute to the board. Iembership. Can the member for Hart link his question to the
this particular case, they would have financial and marketingoard membership?
skills and, 1 hope, a very intimate knowledge of the racing Mr FOLEY: Yes, | can. The Minister wants to increase
industry. The two appointments that | have put on so far weréhe size of the board and | am exploring the reasons why he
chosen because of their intimate knowledge of the racing/ants to do that. With regard to the key decision to go with
industry. Unlike the former Government, which used to putTABForm there is a conflict of opinion, because the chair-
on former Premiers and Labor politicians who had nomen of the racing codes have told me that they want
knowledge of the industry, we have been very careful tofABForm They are voting members on the board, but the
appoint people to all my boards who have a knowledge of thlinister is sending out confused signals. | am trying to
industry. The new members of the board will be people whexplore the reasons behind the decision to increase the board.
would make an assessment of the circumstances and would The CHAIRMAN: Order! It is a fairly tenuous explor-
vote according to their own assessments at the time. That &fion.
the most appropriate way to deal with any situation— Mr FOLEY: | cannot understand why the Minister wants
Mr Clarke interjecting: to increase the size of the board.

The Hon. JK.G. OSWALD: The member for Ross _The CHAIRMAN: Order! | am not sure whether the
Smith can sit down. | have not finished yet. He is dying to geMinister will understand the question.
up again. Members must realise that we appoint people to Mr QUIRKE: The size of the bO{ﬂd is to increase from
boards and, when those people are appointed, they have 36 t0 eight persons. Is it the Minister’s intention that the new
assess various circumstances and make decisions themseljggresentatives should be from each gender? The Opposition

We put people onto boards to take decisions based on wh#@s seriously thinking about moving an amendment, but we
they think is the right and wrong thing to do. have an awful problem with this draconian legislation. Is it

Mr CLARKE: | thank the Minister for his answer. | the Minister’s intention to do the reasonable and honourable

believe the TAB board voted unanimously in support of theing: as has been the case whenever other boards have been

TABFormwhich the Minister is now seeking to countermand.increased in size, and which has been agreed to on both sides

I want to be quite clear about this— either here or forcibly in another place, and ensure equal
Mr Brindal: You have never been clear about anything representation between the genders? The Minister has an

Mr CLARKE: We all know that you are trying to opportunity here as he is to add two more people to the board.

- Does he intend to make the appointments from each gender?
promote yourself up the greasy pole, but you will never make The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: It is well known that this

it. You backed the wrong horse last time. Let us be quite Cleﬁgovernment has a policy of introducing females to boards

about this. | want this on the record, because the truth will o i 4 6 qual gender representation. Itis our policy that,

come out over time before the next election and probably we th 2000 imina for 50:50 ion. |

after the Minister has ceased being the Minister. If the two[ y the year , we are aiming for 50:50 representation. In
X his particular case, all my appointments to boards—

B ancioss i e et carof M Clatke merectng: * © 7 T
. . . 7 H . . . - . " : .
the existing Chairman of the TAB? Will he make thoseISrnlth wish to hear my answer or should | sit down? The

appointments simply based on merits and the range of skil : ;
that he thinks a person needs to bring to the TAB board onourable member has obviously come into the Chamber to

: . ; . . ear my answer. My answer is that | am an enthusiast to
With regard to the current Chairman, will he discuss with anye]nsure that we have mixed representation on the boards. | will

prospective candidates for the board his views, and those 8k looking around for females who will be considered

the Premier, with regard to the continuation in office of the_ _ . ; L
existing Chairman? Will he give them advice or in any Otherserlously for either of those two positions, or both. | have an

way seek to influence the prospective candidates with rega0 en mind and am an enthusiast in relation to appointing

- X . males to boards. If women candidates have the qualifica-
to how they should vote on any matters involving confidence: : : .
in the existing Chair of the TAB? Sions they will certainly be placed on the board, and | will

. to find femal i ificati
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | have never in the past endeavour to find females with the qualifications so that | can

. . . M9t meet that policy objective.
sought to influence board members into making decisions. Clausel?oassyed )

Mr Clarke interjecting: Clause 4—Terms and conditions of office

The CHAIRMAN: Order! | thank the member for Ross  MrFOLEY: |want to explore the reason for this clause.
Smith. Minister, if we look at the series of events we see that you

Mr FOLEY: TheHansardrecord of the proceedings will had a meeting on 7 June with the Chairman of the TAB board
make beautiful reading tomorrow morning. and you were given a detailed board minute which made clear

Members interjecting: to everyone—it certainly would have made clear to me—

Mr FOLEY: ltis the answers that intrigue me. Given the what were the intentions of the board. You were also offered
Government's desire to increase the board from six to eighf chance to have a look at a mock-up. Given that you clearly
it is obvious that the Minister is not satisfied with the quality discussed this issue with the Chairman and that you would
of the decisions taken by the TAB board. Will the Minister have had your officers with you, did you or any of your
clarify whether he supports the Greyhound Racing Board, thefficers question what the board was doing and, if so, what
Harness Control Board and the SAJC'’s decision, throughvas the nature of that questioning and what documentary
their members, to suppoiABForn? Does the Minister evidence can you produce to show that you and your
support those decisions? officers—
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Mr MEIER: |rise on a point of order, Mr Chairman.  weeks; they could see how the member for Hart, with the

Mr Foley: This is a stunt to protect the Minister. assistance of the TAB, has been trying to create a perception
Mr MEIER: No, | cannot see what asking the Minister which is totally untrue. However, that has been destroyed by
whether he— the fact that the board members themselves have made a

The CHAIRMAN: The honourable member’s point of statement in the interests of getting the public record straight
order takes precedence over any other matters. The memtserd, as | have said, | have a lot of faith in the people in South

for Goyder. Australia. The member for Hart has to hang onto this issue
Mr MEIER: | do not see what the questioning of the as he has a reputation to maintain amongst his own members.
member for Hart has to do with this clause. There may be something going on within the ranks of the

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Hart will return to ALP at the moment about promotions of various members,
his question, but the honourable member will questiorand we know members opposite are wanting to move along
through the Chair rather than directly to the Minister. Ithe front bench into leadership positions.
thought that was actually the point of order that the member If this is all about the leadership aspirations of the member
for Goyder was about to take. The Chair was about to makéor Hart, it is becoming patently obvious that he does not
that point in any case. want to let the facts get in front of a good story. If it is all

Mr FOLEY: My apologies, Mr Chairman. Through you, about trying to assert his strength and authority within the
Sir, to the Minister, this clause relates to the dismissal of thé\LP, all | can say is that he is starting to look very foolish in
Chairperson of a board because that person failed to propertlge public arena. | thought the easiest way for him would be
inform his Minister. | am trying to establish the grounds for to apologise for the past three weeks of absolute misrepresen-
that dismissal. There was a meeting of 7 June at which th&tion of fact and for him to crawl back to his seat and accept
Minister and, | understand, senior officers of his departmenthe fact that the board members have come out and said that
attended and this topic was discussed. | would like to know did not know. They have come out strongly and said that,
from the Minister whether he questioned the Chairman of thand it is on the public record. The facts are there for everyone
TAB about the commercial viability of this proposal and to read.
whether he shared with the Chairman his concerns about this Mr FOLEY: The Minister keeps saying that the letter he
course of action? Further, did he put anything in writing toreceived today absolves him, and he is holding it up as some
the Chairman or to the TAB expressing his concerns abouwtocument that has shot my argument down in flames. All that
this impending decision? letter has done is confirm what the Minister himself already

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: The meeting that took place had put on the public record: a meeting occurred on 17 June
on 7 June has been discussed in Question Time on marlyat he did not know about. | have not quivered with that: he
occasions; it has been discussed in the media and in intes right, he did not know about it. However, what he did know
views, and | do not really think members want to go throughabout and what this letter does not allow him to escape from
it for the umpteenth time. Exactly what took place at thatis that he had a meeting on 7 June, where he was given a
meeting, including the information that was provided, is ondetailed board minute and was offered a mock-up of the TAB
the public record. The analysis— form guide. None of that has been disputed by the board of

Mr Foley interjecting: the TAB: it simply has answered a set of questions in a

The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Just be quiet, young fellow. contrived letter that was no doubt the result of a letter that the
Itis on the public record and | am not going to spend the restinister had sent to the TAB. It would have been cleverly
of the evening repeating what | have said in Question Timeontrived by officers of his department and members of his
and what | have spent some considerable time explaining ataff—
length so that the member for Hart can sort out his political Mr MEIER: | rise on a point of order, Sir. | cannot see
ambitions and move further along the front bench. It is purelythe relevance of this speech to clause 4.
political grandstanding. The rug has been pulled out from The CHAIRMAN: | uphold the honourable member’s
under the honourable member’s feet this afternoon by thpoint of order. The honourable member has not developed—
board’s coming out and making a statement. That statement Mr Foley interjecting:
was made by members appointed by the former Government The CHAIRMAN: The honourable member says that he
as well as others, and it was agreed by all those boardas not had a chance. It really has been a mulling over and a
members that the Acting Chairman should send the letter. hepetition of history, and the relevance to the removal of a
is indisputable; everything is on the public record, and therenember has not been developed. Does the member wish to
is no need for this continual grandstanding by the member fdink his remarks directly to that?

Hart in seeking further information which already is doc- MrFOLEY: These remarks will be linked and, with your
umented. | have no intention tonight of repeatedly answeringndulgence, | will do that, Sir, if | am not interrupted by—
the same question. Members interjecting:

If | were guilty of not answering questions, the Opposition Mr FOLEY: Mr Mark Pickhaver, Chairman of the
would have something to complain about, but | have anHarness Control Board, was savagely attacked in this
swered these questions in detail over the past three weeks a@tiamber this evening by the Deputy Premier of this State, as
it is all on the public record. The only thing that has gonewas a Ms Kate Costello. Will the Minister rule out tonight the
wrong as far as the Opposition is concerned is that the boai@bplication of this clause to members Costello and Pickhaver?
actually came out today and supported me. That is probabMvill he rule out the dismissal of Costello and Pickhaver
the worst result that could happen from the point of view ofthrough the use of this clause should it be successful?
the Opposition. Members opposite are now on their back foot Mr LEWIS: Quite simply, my interest is that, whereas
and, if bluster is all about being on damage control, we argvhat we thought in the past was a wide net as embraced by
getting some damage control tonight. subsections 1 to 7 in section 45 of the principal Act, we now

Those members who have been in Parliament for a whilbave within subclause 5 identified no particular cause such
could see exactly what has been unfolding over the past threes is listed there under paragraphs (a) to (d) but instead said
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that the Governor may remove a member from office onany Mr QUIRKE: The member for Custance—Mr Chairman,
ground that the Governor considers sufficient, whether théneed protection here. | have pigs to the left of me and pigs
member was appointed before or after the commencement tif the right of me. This clause strikes at the very heart of the
the Racing (TAB Board) Amendment Act 1995. | think that matter. It will give powers to any Minister where they have
is quite legitimate. | think it is not really, in the particular a situation such as that which has happened here. We have
circumstances to which the venal geese opposite constantigtened tonight to the Minister say that the member for Hart
refer in the course of this debate— should apologise and go on bended knee slowly back to his
Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Chairman. chair. If members watch any TV programs, read the
Although | commend the member for Ridley on getting theAdvertiseror are involved in the world out there, they know
plural ‘geese’ correct, unlike most members when they makaho has made a venal goose of themselves—to quote one of
that insult, | do take objection to being called a venal goos¢he members earlier—in this whole exercise, and it is not the

and | ask that the member withdraw. member for Hart. The Minister is not doing his own cause
The CHAIRMAN: The honourable member takes any good by suggesting that it is the member here who has
exception to being a venal— been found out. Unfortunately for him, it is he that has been

Mr ATKINSON: Being referred to as a venal goose. found out.
The CHAIRMAN: Venal simply means flesh. Goose is  Under this clause the Minister is trying to ensure that, if
a thing of flesh, as opposed to being piscatorial. | am not sur@nybody ever stands up to him again on any of those boards,
which word the honourable member takes exception tohe has the power to get rid of them. From now on you do not
whether it is ‘venal’ or ‘goose’. Itis not really unparliamen- have to read your mail—you do not have to do any of that
tary language. sort of thing—because you now have a clause where, if a
Mr ATKINSON: Before | go through the listin Erskine person on the board does not do the right thing, all you have
May of unparliamentary terms and attempt to make my pointo do is get rid of them. You can do it retrospectively: it does
by analogy, which would waste the time of the Committee hot matter who appointed them there. That is a very serious
I am wondering whether you would require of the membemvorry. This clause is the unconscionable part of the Bill.
for Ridley that he withdraw it. The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: It has to be understood that
The CHAIRMAN: | would not insist that the member for right across Government and also in the private sector the
Ridley withdraw. The language hardly seems to be unparliasecurity of any members of a board would be linked to their
mentary. If the member for Ridley wishes to withdraw to performance. | do not think anyone can get away from that
diffuse the situation, the Chair invites him to do so. as a matter of principle: if you perform on a board, you are
Mr LEWIS: Mr Chairman, perhaps the honourable secure. Of course, each board is subject to either a share-
member may choose to regard his colleagues as being likelders’ meeting or, as in this case, a Government. We have
frogs in a pot on a stove: the noise increases as the tempei@ready agreed to three pieces of legislation: the Gaming
ture does. They are trying to instil some heat into this debat8upervisory Authority, the South Australian Water Corpora-
which really is not there, and that is my point. | chose thetion and the Electricity Corporation Acts. In respect of those
metaphor ‘venal geese’ for no other reason than that onmeasures, we have agreed, in principle, that the security of
honked and the rest all stood up and did the same, just asbard members is linked to performance. The performance
have seen—I do not know whether you call them a flock ois judged by the shareholder or shareholder representatives.
what you call them—geese wandering across a farmyard; orié you go through life with that as the principal policy
goes, ‘Honk, honk’ and the next thing they are all goingobjective, you cannot go wrong, and right will always prevail.
‘Honk, honk, honk.’ That is about what we have heard fromin this case, member’s security on the board, as it is with any
them all night—nothing more and nothing less. They havesther Government or private sector board, is obviously linked
contributed nothing to this debate. Itis high time they did, ago their individual and personal performances.
all useful geese do, and that is be downed. Ms HURLEY: | am a little confused about the Minister’s
The CHAIRMAN: The member for Ridley hardly seems attitude to boards and board members. He said at one stage
to be relating any of his comments to the question, but moréoday that he accepts advice from his board and also that he
to the questioners. The member for Ridley has withdrawn higoes not impose his views on the board, yet it seems to me
comment ‘venal goose’. The member for Ross Smith. that the whole impetus for this Bill and for draconian
Mr CLARKE: | rise on a point of order. Could the regulations putting constrictions on the current TAB board
member for Ridley please spell, for the purposedafisard s that the Minister wants the board to do exactly as he wishes
the noises that he elucidated, belched, or whatever he did witind, if it does not, he is prepared to sack the Chairman. This
them, a few minutes ago? clause provides that the Governor may remove a member
The CHAIRMAN: Out of respect foHansard the Chair  from office on any ground that the Governor considers
will refrain from asking the member for Ridley to repeat his sufficient. Is it sufficient grounds that members of the board
unusual sound, as | am sufansardwill have a great deal disagree with the Minister’s views?

of difficulty in duplicating it in their venerable pages. The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: | refer the honourable
Mr QUIRKE: | must say that this probably strikes at the member to the reply that | just gave to another honourable

very heart of the matter. member that a member’s security on a board, whether it be
Mr Clarke interjecting: a Government board or a private board, is linked to the

Mr QUIRKE: The Deputy Leader is making pig noises personal performance of that member of the board. In the
which is disturbing my train of thought. Mr Chairman, is it private sector, as in the Government sector, shareholders have
possible to ask for your protection, please? | know he haan opportunity to be involved in policy. It would be foolish
been stimulated by the member for Ridley but Mr Chairmanfor anyone to think that the Government of the day would not
if 1 could ask for your protection, please. seek to have some influence on matters of policy, as do the

The CHAIRMAN: The Chair is defenceless. What was shareholders of any other organisation. At the end of the day
the question? people are appointed to boards to make decisions and each
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board member has to rise or fall on their assessment of the (d) dishonourable conduct.

decision-making process. That is the perfectly normal wayyjith the exception of paragraph (b), the Minister has accused
the world operates as far as the constitution of boards and @ Cousins of the other three. | am sure the Minister could
responsibility of boards back to their shareholders argake the view that Mr Cousins's conduct is at least non-
concerned. _ _ _ compliance with the conditions of his appointment—failing
Ms WHITE: If Mr Bill Cousins were not the Chairman g keep the Minister informed, misleading the Minister and
of the TAB board, would the Government be introducing thiscommunicating with the Opposition when, in the view of the
clause? ) Minister and the Government, Mr Cousins should not have
the answer very adequately. We are talking about a member's | 5 sure that the Minister would claim that Mr Cousins
security on a board being linked to performance in the eyeg,q neglected his duty in respect of keeping the Minister
of the shareholder, and in this case the shareholders eventugltormed after each board meeting and giving the Minister
ly have to be in a position of having a say. This is a perfectly, gyance notice of the relevant papers that meetings of the
reasonable amendment and is no different from that to whickap poard were about to consider. | am sure the Minister
Parliament has already agreed on three other occasions Wiy id regard Mr Cousins as having engaged in dishonourable
respect to the constitution of our boards, giving shareholdersynguct. A section of the Racing Act already provides a
an opportunity to judge the performance of people on thosg,easure under which the Minister can remove Mr Cousins.
boards. o L _ He has not even tried to use that section to remove him. Itis
Ms WHITE: What advice did the Minister receive on remarkable that the Minister cannot give the Committee a
whether he could sack Mr Cousins under section 45(5) of thgyaight answer to the question as to what advice he received
Racing Act? When did he receive such advice? on whether he could sack Mr Cousins under existing section
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: The grounds for dismissal 45(5) of the Racing Act. It would have saved this Parliament
are cumbersome and we have no intention of putting the |ot of time if the Minister had sought to use the very broad
taxpayers of this State through very expensive court procee@ythority under section 45 of the Act to dismiss Mr Cousins.
ings. It could have cost taxpayers tens of thousands of dollargyhat the Minister is really saying is that he does not want his
On the strength of that, a decision was taken to introducgismissal of Mr Cousins to be subject to judicial review. That
legislation in line with the other three Bills that have beenis \what the Minister is frightened of.
before and agreed to by this Parliament. The member for Taylor also asked the Minister whether
Ms WHITE: Does this Bill give to Mr Cousins’s conduct the Bill gives to Mr Cousins’s conduct before its enactment
a different legal effect from that existing if the Bill were not a different legal effect from that it would have had if the Bill
enacted? were not enacted. The answer to that is that, of course, it
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: The Bill is about perform-  does; otherwise we would not be here. Yet the Minister does
ance, and | will repeat it again for the honourable membemot have the wit to get to his feet and give the obvious
Whatever connotations or new angles the Opposition comemswer. It would have taken the Minister about five or 10
at, this clause is simply about putting a clause in the legislaseconds after a bit of advice from the bureaucrat advising him
tion that allows the Government on behalf of the shareholden® answer that question; alas, he did not have the adviser's
to say that a member’s security on any Government boargervices at that time, so he was unable to answer a very
will be linked to performance, and the Government of the daysimple question that any Minister of the Crown should have
has a right to assess performance and make a judgment olveen able to answer in the Committee stage of a Bill.
board member’s performance accordingly. | do not believe Another question which the Minister would not answer
that anyone in this Chamber could ever argue against was that, if Mr Bill Cousins had not been Chairman of the
principle that is based on performance. TAB, would the Government have introduced this clause.
Mr ATKINSON: The replies to that bracket of three Clearly it would not have introduced this clause, because
guestions from the member for Taylor were remarkablghere are other Acts of Parliament where provisions such as
because they did not answer the gquestions at all. The firgihat in section 45(5) of the Racing Act are still the law.
guestion from the member for Taylor asked what advice the During an earlier contribution the Minister made reference
Minister received about whether he could sack Mr Cousingo water resources legislation and the ETSA legislation. |
under section 45(5) of the Racing Act. It is a matter of publicrushed for the Water Resources Act 1990 and found that
knowledge, it is a matter of record, that the Minister admittedunder that Act the provisions for dismissal are much the same
that he could not sack Mr Cousins under that subsection. Thas section 45 of the Racing Act. Section 14 (2) provides:
Minister came into the House about 18 months ago and 14 (2) A member appointed by the Governor [to the Water
admitted that he could not sack Mr Cousins the first time h&esources Council] may be removed. . .
wanted to sack him because the Act did not allow him to do (&) for misconduct; or
- P, - (b) for neglect of duty; or
so. Itwould have been simple for the Minister to say in reply (c) for incompetence; or
to the question from the member for Taylor that he received  (d) for mental or physical incapacity to carry out the duties of
Crown Law advice that he could not sack Mr Cousins. Thabffice satisfactorily.

is the simple answer. It is an answer that we have receivedjo not notice the Government rushing to amend the Water
from the Minister before, but he cannot recall it because h&esources Act 1990. | then referred to section 10 of the

is so rattled during this Committee debate. Electricity Trust of South Australia Act 1946, which provides
~ Section 45(5) provides that a board member can beyy the removal of members of the trust, as follows:
dismissed by the Governor for: 10 (1) The Governor may remove a member of the trust from
(a) any breach of, or non-compliance with, the conditions of hisoffice if an address praying for such removal is presented to the
appointment; or Governor by the House of Assembly and the Legislative Council.
(b) mental or physical incapacity; or (2) The Governor may suspend a member from office for

(c) neglect of duty; or incapacity, mismanagement, misbehaviour or neglect or failure to
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carry out any duties as a member of the trust; and a full statement #he commencement of the Act. So, it applies prospectively.
the cause of such a suspension must be laid before each House|pfs a very broad power. Under the Electricity Corporations
Parliament within the seven sitting days of the House next after the + 1994 as under the Racing Act, as the Minister proposes
suspension. - . it to be, the Government has an unrestricted power to dismiss
They are the provisions that apply in those two Acts, and | d@ne Chairman of the TAB or other members of the board. It
not notice the Government rushing to amend them. Indee@oes not avail the Minister anything to get up and start talking
the Government, if it wanted, could bring in a statute lawapoyt other members of the board, because the Opposition
revision Bill that changed the dismissal provisions in everyaccepts that point. The point we are trying to make is that in
Actin the South Australian corpus of statute law. It could donq other Act in the corpus of South Australian statute law is
that if it thought the principle were important enough. Ithasihere power to dismiss a public official for conduct which
not done that because this is a Bill of Attainder, and it iSyccyrred before the commencement of the Act. It is an
about getting Bill Cousins. Let me answer the question for thgnyrecedented retrospective enactment. Can the Minister
Minister: if it had not been for Bill Cousins, this Bill would explain why the words ‘whether the member was appointed

not have been introduced. Will the Minister explain why thepefore or after the commencement of this enactment’ are
words ‘whether the member was appointed before or after thﬁecessary?

commencement of this enactment’ are necessary in subclause ¢ his Bill were proclaimed next week the Minister could

(5), because they sure as hell are not in the two Acts he cited ci Bjll Cousins for no reason or for any reason. He could
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: If we went through the sack him because he just does not like the look of him. He

courts, as the Premier pointed out the other day, it would beould do it from the moment the Bill were proclaimed. Why

a jamboree for lawyers. We have agreed in this place on thig it necessary to pass an enactment which says in effect that

principle that Ministers and the Government of the dayin dismissing the Chairman of the TAB board or any member

should have the ability to assess the performance of boards the TAB board the Minister can have regard to conduct

and board members. It has been agreed as a matter loéfore the enactment was proclaimed? What relevance is it

principle already that we should be able to do that througlivhen the Minister already has an untrammelled power to

existing and new legislation. On that basis it is perfectlydismiss the man after the proclamation of the legislation? Is

proper that, rather than going through a jamboree for lawyensot this an evil, undesirable enactment which is retrospective

and QCs in the courts, we introduce into the Racing Act an the most profound sense of the word?

provision which has already been accepted three times now The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: The advice from Parliamen-

in this Parliament as a matter of principle. tary Counsel is based on the term of office of particular
Mr ATKINSON: Letus for argument’s sake say that the members and where that term of office of particular members

Opposition agreed with the Government's view that it shouldbits with the processing of the legislation. Parliamentary

have untrammelled power to remove from office for noCounsel's advice is that this is the appropriate form for the

reason the Chairman of the TAB or a member of the boartvords.

of the TAB. Let us for argument’s sake say that the Parlia- Mr CLARKE: Under existing legislation (which has

mentary Labor Party accepted the Government’s position oalready been referred to) the Governor may remove a member

this. As | understand it, that is what the Minister is saying: theof the TAB board for a number of reasons such as neglect of

Government ought to have untrammelled power to removéuty or dishonourable conduct. Th@xford Dictionary

the Chairman of the TAB. We will assume that we agree witrdefines ‘neglect’ as follows:

that. Why is it necessary to have such a broad power retro- Disregard, not pay attention to, leave uncared-for, leave undone,

spectively? The Minister would not answer this questiorbe remiss about, omit to do or doing.

before. Why are the words ‘whether the member wasNeglecting’ or ‘neglected’ are defined as follows:

appointed before or after the commencement of this enact- pjsregard of, negligence.

ment’ necessary in this subclause? It seems to me that, if the

Bill went through without these words, from the day the Bill

were proclaimed the Government would have the power t%

Mr Foley: John Oswald!

Mr CLARKE: John Oswald, the Minister for Racing.
ishonourable conduct is another ground, and ‘dis-
eonourable’ is defined as follows:

Causing disgrace, ignominious, unprincipled, base, against
ictates of honour.

dismiss Mr Cousins for any reason or for no reason. Why i
it necessary where there is such a broad grant of power to t
Government to make it retrospective so that it applies to M

r
Cousins’ conduct before the enactment of this Iegisla’rion’?1 o )
Why are those Words necessary? The Minister and the Premier haVe bOth Used WOI’dS to that

The Hon. JK.G. OSWALD: In this case it does not effect to describe Mr Cousins over the past three weeks. We

el o all remember the Premier picking up this Act, throwing it
apply on!y to Mr Cousins; it could applly right across thedown and saying, ‘You shall do what I tell you to do’, with
board. Itis a prlnqlple which has been picked up in the thre I the theatrics and flexing of muscles in front of the cameras
Acts | have mentioned. It enables the Government to de

: ) ; ecause his minders have told him that the polls are sayin
with the current situation. It enables the Government to asSe$S4t he is as weak as water P ying

the _pgrformance of board members and, haying_ made a Mr CAUDELL: Irise on a point of order, Mr Chairman.

deCISI'(t)I’I ofréthedperfor[)nanqe t?]f members, to link it to thq fail to see the relevance of the stamping of the member for

Security or board members in this case. Ross Smith. How is the clause we are dealing in any way
Mr ATKINSON: | draw the Minister’s attention to the linked to the throwing of Acts around this place?

Electricity Corporations Act 1994 which, in section 15(2), The CHAIRMAN: Under Standing Orders, the honour-

provides: able member should refrain from demonstrating material to
(2) The Governor may remove an appointed director from officethe Committee in any fashion. | ask the member to link his
on the recommendation of the Minister. question to the clause.

It does not say that it can be done in respect of conduct before Mr CLARKE: | wish that the Speaker had said the same
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thing to the Premier when he threw the Act down, flexed hisChamber—obviously you will; simply because of the
muscles and pretended to be Sylvester Stallone, with aboatimbers—but it will be a different proposition upstairs. The
all the grace that he has. With regard to the definitions of thinister is hanging on a piano wire. You are sprung out on
words ‘neglect’ and ‘dishonourable’, the point | am trying to a piano wire, and it does not matter what you say in this
make to the Minister is that he and the Premier used thosehamber today, tomorrow or next week because in terms of
words to describe Mr Cousins for the past three weeks, angbur credibility as the Minister for Racing—

the Minister has been using them since he became Minister The CHAIRMAN: The honourable member is still in
for Racing. So you have had ample opportunity, if you hadreach of Standing Orders. The member will speak through

had the guts to stand by— the Chair and not directly to the Minister.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member will address his ~ Mr CLARKE: Through you, Mr Chairman—
remarks through the Chair. The CHAIRMAN: No, the honourable member’s use of

Mr CLARKE: | apologise, Mr Chairman. If the Minister the word ‘you’ in direct conversation to the Minister is quite
had the guts of his convictions with respect to his views orpyt of order.

Mr Cousins, he would dismiss him under the grounds already \r CLARKE: | apologise, Mr Chairman. The Minister
provided under this Act. They are the words that the Ministeyg hanging by a piano wire. We all know it. Every Question
used to describe Mr Cousins, to drag his character through th§me for the past three weeks there has not been a hearty ‘Ho,
mud under parliamentary privilege whilst, at the same timeyyy' or cheering from backbenchers saying, ‘Good on you,
gagging him from publicly defending his reputation and john. You are doing well. You are kicking the daylights out
honour. The Minister does not have the guts, the wit or thgy the Opposition on this matter.” No, they are looking around
backbone to do that because then Mr Cousins would have tg%ying’ ‘I see a promotion in the air for one of us. They

right to go to the Supreme Court to defend his honour, agnow that the Minister is dead, but he is the only one in this
every other citizen of this State has the right to do. So, yoijace who has not woken up to it yet.

want to bring in legislation that has never been used inthiS  \1r EFOLEY: The Minister has introduced a document
State before to dismiss one citizen retrospectively. In thafyqay which he claims vindicates his position. It is a docu-
regard | reiterate the points that were made by the member fofant that he says vindicates his stance and decision to

Spence with respect to this matter. Through yoUjneaqyce this Bill which, as my colleagues have so eloquent-
Mr Chairman, you are an absolute disgrace. You are aweaky ot is one of the most regressive and dangerous pieces of
kneed Minister who should be sacked by his Premier. Th gislation this Parliament has seen for some time. The

only thing— ) ) ) Minister has used a letter, which he has paraded before the
_MrCAUDELL: Irise on a point of order, Mr Chairman. eqia, to try to give the impression that the TAB board today
First, the member for Ross Smith is using the word 'you'confirmed that he was misinformed. When one reads this
instead of referring to— ) _ . letter, instead of selectively quoting from it as the Minister

The CHAIRMAN:  Yes, the Chair has drawn his attention p 55 chosen to do today, one gets a very different story. What

to that matter. . - MM -
this letter does is yet again highlight the sheer incompetence,
Mr CAUDELL: Secondly, | refer to the relevance of the mismanagement{and ?otal agrogation— P

si[atemewﬁ of th.(ﬁ rr;nemtl)(ekr]_for RO?.S S’r)nith in relation to the Mr MEIER: On a point of order, Mr Chairman, once
clause. en wi gas. IS question: ) again | fail to understand how the member for Hart’s
The CHAIRMAN: This is the salient clause with respect omments relate to clause 4
to the dismissal of members of the board, and that is preciseﬁ/ . .
’ The CHAIRMAN: At this stage, they are not linked to

the issue that the member is somewhat strenuously addre%?éuse 4. | assume that the member for Hart will return to the

ing. .
i . . e subject matter of the clause.
Mr CLARKE: Very simply, the issue is this: this clause Mr FOLEY: | will, Sir, if | can be given a chance to

replaces the section of the Act which provides ample grounds . L S - . .
to dismiss the Chairman if the Minister believes what he an xplain. The Minister's reasoning in f?'at_'of‘ to this clause is
t he believes the board has kept him ill-informed. He has

the Premier have said for the past three weeks, and believ toted from a document, which was released publicly today.

it passionately and believes the facts stack up; and it allo . g . . h : .
the Chairman to defend his reputation before the courts. Thig'at he claims vindicates his reasoning for introducing this
ill. In opposition to this Bill, | want to quote in context

ﬁg;/geégg]uinthSO%Tétebg?gr%y ;Org;/z? ?fmrﬁ::gls?grsl b&'}f flf ?exactly what the letter states, because it does not vindicate the
somewhat squeamish at the prospect of facing thé legal congn'?'t?“ it highlights th_e Minister's incompetent han(_jllng
of the Chairman of the TAB if he were able to defend his® this issue and thus his decision to introduce this Bill. So

reputation before the courts of South Australia to prove that ho&\.’e.r tthqught that thtlsl\f/vas alplfvertsttrﬁte&y hats derailed
he was not negligent or dishonourable. e Ministers argument. 1t you listen (o the Minister, you

The Minister knows that what we are saying is Correcgginthe impression that this letter states that he is vindicated.

because otherwise he would not be engaging in this act g€ It does not. I will read the first point. The letter is from
vandalism and attacking the rule of law gn% tr?e democratid '€ Acting Chairman of the TAB to the Minister. It states:
rights of a citizen. This provision has been designed to Dear Minister, | acknowledge receipt of your letter of 11 July
retrospectively punish an individual for simply standing up19 —

to the Minister and saying, ‘I disagree with you. | believe | Mr MEIER: On a point of order, Mr Chairman, the
have told you. | believe | have kept the Government in-member for Hart prefaced his remarks by saying that one
formed. If you believe | have been neglectful, if you believecould get the impression that this letter vindicates the
| have been dishonourable, sack me under the existing Adflinister and that he intends to read it to show that it does not.
and allow me my day in court free of being muzzled so thaflhat has nothing to do with clause 4, so | cannot see the
I can defend myself without retribution’. That is a Star relevance of his reading the letter.

Chamber exercise. You may get the Bill through this The CHAIRMAN: The Chair can see the relevance,
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because the letter was used as part of the rationale for ttteme to paragraph 3, which states:
argument behind clause 4. | will listen carefully to the  Following the monthly meeting of the board held on 30
honourable member’s expose. May 1995, the Chairman and General Manager called on you
Mr FOLEY: Thank you, Sir; | appreciate the direction in by appointment on 7 June 1995 for the purpose of providing
which you are taking this Committee. papers and details of decisions reached. The minutes of the
The CHAIRMAN: | ask the honourable member to link board meeting of 30 May 1995 anticipated that the next board
his remarks to the clause. meeting would be held on 27 June 19(%viously,

Mr FOLEY: |'am about to do so. The Minister said— are monthly meetings. If the Minister was a bit anxious and
Mr Meier interjecting: L . knew that theddvertisercontract expired on 30 June—there
MrFOLEY: Well, the question is coming. Try 10 anSWer 4e gnly three days between 27 and 30 June—how could he
this one yourself. The Minister said that he knew nothing,, e made a decision and taken it to Cabinet? In his argument
. . FeTor \ N&YY is trying to give the impression that he thought the next
nothing of that meeting, he must bring in a Bill to sack themeeting was on 27 June, that he need not worry about any
board. The letter states: other decision. That is what the Minister said today. The
Dear Minister, | acknowledge receipt of your letter of 11 July. twenty-seventh was three days before the end of the contract

Following your request, | have made inquiries and understand: ; ; : ;
1. It has not been the practice of the board nor has there beé’ﬁ”th theAdvertiser There was no time to go to Cabinet or to

any request for formal notice to be given to you of board meeting®Ut I0gistic arrangements in place. So, again, the Minister’s
nor for the board to provide you with a copy of agenda or boardargument is shot to pieces. This very same document that he
papers prior to the holding of a meeting until your very recenthas held up and paraded around as being his vindication goes
direction in that regard. on to confirm what we all knew.

Your whole argument today has damned you, Minister. What Mr MEIER: This is my last point of order, Mr Chairman.
that reveals is that this Minister has never at any time askeid has been nearly five minutes since the honourable member
for board minutes, he has never asked to be informed cfaid that he would link his remarks to clause 4. He still has
board meetings, and he has never asked to be provided witfot attempted to do so. | ask you to rule according to
the board'’s agenda. How can you have the audacity to congtanding Order 128 which states that the Chairman may
into this Chamber today and say that the Chairman of theequire that the question be put and certainly that the
board should be sacked because he did not tell you aboutr@nourable member cease speaking.

meeting? You have never requested advice when there has pmr Foley interjecting:

been a meeting. Through you, Mr Chairman, you have never wr Meier: | have given you another five minutes.
made a ministerial direction that board minutes, notices of The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Chair is constantly

meetings and the agenda should be provided to you. You a| ercising value judgments. | think that members of the

damned by this document. The Minister stands condemneg;mmittee will realise that the member for Hart was
The Hon. J.K.G. Oswald interjecting: challenged to read at least the second point. | ask the
MrFOLEY: Iwill read paragraph 2. Paragraph 2 statesionourable member to terminate his question or at least to
It had been the practice for the Chairmantocall by appoint-  relate it directly to clause 4.

ment on you following board meetings to provide you with details Mr FOLEY: | will now, Sir. | wish to be allowed to read

f th isi k ings. . - . g
of the decisions taken at board meetings one final part of this letter. It is the guts of the Minister’'s

That says ‘the practice’. If the Minister were half a Minister gefence of his need for this legislation. Point 9 confirms what
with any real ability, he would not rely on practice: he would\ye a1l know. It states:

demand that the Chairman of the board provide him with the On 21 June 1995

minutes and the agenda following every meeting. You have n une _

never made it a condition of the Chairman’s position tothat is 24 hours before the contract was signed—

provide you with that information. | hope that not one otherthe General Manager informed you in a telephone communication

Minister of this Government would be such a poor Ministerthat the TAB was close to finalising arrangements to print a form

as not to require a board to provide them with minutes. Irfuide newspaper and that he would get back toAtieertiserone

your two years as Minister you have never required the boargore time-

to provide you with board minutes—never, never, never! This letter does not vindicate the Minister. It condemns the
Mr LEWIS: | rise on a point of order, Mr Chairman. | Minister, because it makes clear to all members that the

refer to Standing Order 123 which, for the benefit of mem-Minister had no proper control over his board. My question

there

bers opposite, | quote, as follows: is: why has the Minister not made it a ministerial direction
Members refer to other members by the name of their electorat'NCe day one of his b_ecom'ng_a Minister that all _b(_)ard
district or their parliamentary title, and not otherwise. minutes should be provided to him? Why has the Minister

Therefore, as the conventions and practice in this House haf¢Ver directed the board to provide him with minutes?

it, members may not use the second person pronoun ‘you’ in Mr Meier interjecting:

their address; whenever they direct statements about the The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, the member for Goyder.

actions of another member, whether it be a Minister orf he Minister has the floor.

anyone else, it must be through the Chair. The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Once again, we have this
The CHAIRMAN: The honourable member has a pointdeliberate attempt to misrepresent the facts, to twist, duck and

of order. The Chair has persistently drawn the attention of th&/éave.

member for Hart to that point during the course of the debate. Mr Foley interjecting:

The honourable member chooses to go through the Chair and The CHAIRMAN: The member for Hart is out of order

address the Minister as ‘you’. | ask the honourable memban displaying material.

to refrain from doing so. The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Paragraph 2 of the letter
Mr FOLEY: When we look further into this document we states:
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It had been the practice for the Chairman and General Manager Clause passed.
of the TAB to call by appointment on [me]. . . Clause 5 and title passed

That is an arrangement that we had in place. | was provided - .
with the material, and that is confirmed in paragraph 3, whicré gnz:‘g%;cﬁgc; Iorr?c\)/\\///:'LD (Minister for Recreation,

gives a good example and demonstrates what the procedurg o oo

is between me, the Chairman and the General Manager. They That this Bill be now read a third time.
have a board meeting. They then come around armed with the \,. Fo|EY (Hart):
material that was discussed at the board meeting and raisey, '
with me.

We have had a comprehensive
bate tonight, and | do not intend to make any detailed
comments.

Mr Foley: Why don't you ask for the board minutes? The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: The Chairman comes member should speak to the Bill as it has emerged from the
around, and that has been the procedure. They bring aroudiébate. Those are the constraints.
the minutes and the board papers, and we discuss them. Itis Mr FOLEY: The Opposition is disappointed that the Bill
a procedure that has worked well until they had the boarg in this form. We believe that it is a very dangerous and
meeting on 21 June. After 21 June, they did not carry out th@iraconian Bill. In my third reading speech, | foreshadow that
normal procedure of coming around and informing me. | amyve will be moving for the establishment of a select committee
sorry if the whole thrust of the honourable member’s debatef the Upper House. We will be requiring that this Bill be
has been hijacked. The board has admitted that in the past thent to a select committee—a select committee with very
practice has been to have a board meeting, to come aroufight terms of reference. Those terms of reference will look
and address me, and to fill me in on what happened at thabt at the merits or otherwise of the issuefdBFormbut at
board meeting. Then we would discuss the decisions thahe communication between—
were taken at that board meeting. It has happened. The \j, |EwIS: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy
system has worked well, but it did not work well after gpeaker. | do not see that the legislation as it comes out of
21 June, because they did not come near me after 21 Jungommittee to the third reading stage has anything in it
Not only did they not come near me after the 21 Junévhatever about what may happen in another place. The two
board meeting but they did not even give me advance noticgounts on which | rise on a point of order are, first, the
that they were about to take a decision with a special boarge|levance of the remarks to a third reading speech and,
meeting. All I knew was that there would be the next regulasecondly, a reflection on what might or might not otherwise
meeting on the twenty-seventh of the month. Itis clearly oroccur in the course of debate in the other place, both of which
the public record, and all the member for Hart is doing isare disorderly.
ducking, twisting and weaving to try to suit his case. They  The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! As the Chair advised
had a meeting, and | was notinformed aboutit. They had thghe member for Hart, there are constraints for debate at the
decisions. They had the opportunity, as they had always dongird reading stage, and the honourable member should be
to come and let me know, by appointment, the decisions, angheaking specifically to the Bill as it emerged from Commit-
that is a regular arrangement. As everyone in this Housge
knows—despite the fact that they keep asking the same \r FOLEY: | thank the member for Ridley; this is a

guestion—the first | heard about it was when the Gene.r%arning curve. This is my first third reading speech. For all
Manager telephoned me on the twenty-first. That was the fir§htents and purposes, this is a Bill of Attainder, not used since

contact I had with them to let me know what they were aboute pineteenth century in the United Kingdom when in those

to d(,)' . . ) ) days the Parliament had reason to remove bishops and other
lintervened immediately when | got that information andpegple that it felt did not sit comfortably with the thinking of

asked the General Manager to get in touch with thehe Government of the day. To my knowledge, this sort of

Advertiser | asked him to move on it. He said he would do Bj|| has never been used in this Parliament.

so. He did not report back to me. The next contact we had e DEPUTY SPEAKER: | wish to point out that the

was when the letter arrived, and what | did as soon as thgtpair yas not restricting the honourable member from his

letter arrived is on the public record. The honourable membeg, yressing pleasure or disappointment in the intent arising
can duck, twist and weave to pursue his own politicak

om the Bill. | did not stop the honourable member from
ambition, but he cannot get away from the fact that the boarg{) P

had th ; d did i boutit Th llowing his line of debate.
ad that meeting and did not inform me about it. There was -y, ro) gy In its current form, the Bill is very draconi-

an obligation, as in relation to every other meeting under ouf,__ iy that has not before been used in this Parliament.
arrangement: as soon as a poard meeting was held, they h (ijs an extraordinary measure to get one person. As | said
a permanent appointment with me. That is a perfectly normat i< is a very dangerous BIill, and it sends a mess:age to any'/
and acceptable way to operate, assuming that the Chairm blic servant and any mémber of any board that this
and his chief executive, his General Manager, are prepar overnment will go to an extraordinary length to remove

to do it every time. from a board somebody who does not suit its purpose. It is
Mr Foley: Itis negligent. a very dangerous Bill with a dangerous precedent. As | said,
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: Itis not negligent. Aslong the select committee that will be proposed in the Upper

as you have a procedure in place, it will then send thendouse—and it may or may not be successful—will be all

around. They come around and follow it up with a discussionabout getting to the bottom of what the Minister really did

It has worked well in the past. The question has to be askednow. We will wait to see whether the Upper House of this

why did the board have its board meeting on the seventeenfParliament will give us an opportunity to ask—

and not, as they had done every other time, come around and Mr Lewis: You can't reflect on the Upper House.

give me an oral briefing on what had just taken place? They MrFOLEY: I'm not reflecting on the Upper House. | am

failed to do so. just hoping that we get a chance to find out from everybody
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that we can call before that select committee exactly whatvhich has purchased a waste disposal unit which is also on
was discussed.
The House divided on the third reading:

the old British Tube Mills site immediately adjacent to the
site now occupied by Trio Hinging.

AYES (28) Collex sought to establish its plant on the site at the end
Allison, H. Armitage, M. H. of 1993. The saga has lasted through 1994 and into 1995. The
Ashenden, E. S. Baker, D. S. Minister for Housing, Urban Development and Local
Baker, S. J. Bass, R. P. Government Relations is well aware of the issue as is the
Becker, H. Brindal, M. K. Minister for Industry. That company has for some consider-
Brown, D. C. Buckby, M. R. able time wanted to establish a waste treatment plant in
Caudell, C. J. Cummins, J. G. competition with the other major cleaning contractor in South
Evans, I. F. Hall, J. L. Australia, Cleanaway. It has met a great deal of opposition
Ingerson, G. A. Kerin, R. G. from local residents and from the Enfield council.
Kotz, D. C. Leggett, S. R. The Enfield council has strenuously opposed the develop-
Lewis, I. P. Meier, E. J. ment which would employ only six people. That is not a net
Olsen, J. W. Oswald, J. K. G. (teller)  gain of six employees: | believe that the net gain is two
Penfold, E. M. Rosenberg, L. F. employees. However, the people in the area and in my
Scalzi, G. Venning, I. H. electorate believe that the waste treatment plant will add to
Wade, D. E. Wotton, D. C. the foul odours and the like in that residential district which

NOES (10) will further depress the living standards of people living in
Atkinson, M. J. Clarke, R. D. the area who already have to endure a number of bad odours,
De Laine, M. R. Foley, K. O. (teller) particularly when there is not much of a wind or if the wind
Geraghty, R. K. Hurley, A. K. is blowing in the wrong direction, from several other
Quirke, J. A. Rann, M. D. industries which adjoin Kilburn, principally Master Butchers
Stevens, L. White, P. L. Limited in Wingfield, Inghams chicken factory and Jeffreys

PAIRS Garden Centre.

Brokenshire, R. L. Blevins, F. T. That waste treatment plant is vigorously opposed by the
Majority of 18 for the Ayes. local community, by myself as its representative and by the

Third reading thus carried.

ROAD TRAFFIC (SMALL-WHEELED VEHICLES)
AMENDMENT BILL

Received from the Legislative Council and read a firs

time.

ADJOURNMENT DEBATE

The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move:
That the House do now adjourn.

Enfield council. For reasons of its own, but mainly around the
belief that it wants to be able to put out a shingle on South
Australia’s front door, as it were, to say that we are open for
business, the State Government has been saying that it wants
to support Collex in establishing the waste treatment plant in
an area so close to residential homes to show to all and
tsundry that it is pro business and pro development in South
Australia. However, the Government would not be quite as
supportive of Collex if it were to stick a stinking waste
treatment plant in the leafy suburb of Burnside, in one of its
true blue electorates, or in Golden Grove or marginal
electorates such as Wright; rather, it seems quite happy to try
to shunt it on to a Labor-held electorate.

However, this is an opportunity for the Government

Mr CLARKE (Ross Smith): | rise to speak about @ pecause, if Trio Hinging is able to expand its operations—and
couple of matters, one of which deals with an issue relatingnere is every reason to believe that it will, given its past
to my electorate. | raised this matter with the Minister forbackground—that company already has said that within 12
Industry earlier today and | am sure that he will follow up themonths or so it can double its work force to 120 and, indeed,
points that | have made with him. This matter relates to gs work force will approach 300 by the end of this decade on
company called Trio Hinging, which has taken over a part ofts planned projections. The only inhibition it faces currently
}<h'(leb0|d British Tube Mills complex on Churchill Road in js peing able to expand its present base, and the perfect

ilburn.

| wanted to refer to that company because it has recently establish its permanent waste treatment plant adjacent to
undergone an expansion at its new premises on the forma¥io Hinging.

British Tube Mills site. | was at that site last Thursday with

location for it to take over is the site at which Collex hopes

| have sought an undertaking from the Minister for

the Premier when the official opening took place. Theindustry, Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional
company now employs 60 employees. In less than a decad®evelopment that officers of his department will contact Trio

it has grown from a small company with six employees ancHinging, the Enfield council and Collex with a view to
a turnover of approximately $300 000 to a company with aassisting Trio Hinging and the Collex Waste Treatment Plant
turnover of $5 million employing 60 employees. It hassuccessfully to conclude a negotiated settlement, whereby
several plans in place to increase its sales output five-fold byrio Hinging can buy the land which currently is occupied by
the year 2000. Collex and which it wants to develop. That will allow Trio
The company is concerned about the necessity to findllinging to firmly establish itself in its present location.
adequate room to expand its business operations. That brings | have had discussions with the Mayor of Enfield about
me to a good point in relation to which the Government carthis particular matter, and he was with me when the Premier
assist that company in its export drives and employmengpoke at the opening of the plant last week. | am assured that
creation. The Government can help if it can assist théhe Enfield council would facilitate any application by Trio
company in its negotiations with Collex Waste Managementinging to ensure that its work can progress. The residents
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of the area would far prefer a major employer, such as Trio They tried to get assistance from the Health Commission
Hinging, to come into that area. There is a far better opporsome years ago but they received absolutely no help whatso-
tunity for the locals in my district to secure employment inever; rather, they ran into a brick wall, and, in the kindest
a factory such as that where, at the end of the decade theterms, what can only be described as a cover-up. | think that
could be close to 300 jobs, than there would be at a wastine fact that neither the surgeon nor the hospital ever
treatment plant, where there is a maximum of only six jobsforwarded an account to my constituents is an acknow-
As members would be aware, unfortunately my area has ladgment that both the surgeon and the hospital admit that
very high level of unemployment and, hence, Social Securityhings were not as they should have been.
recipients. My constituents have copies of the surgeon’s own records,
It would be a tremendous boost to the area, and | have nohich clearly state that this woman suffered gangrene.
doubt that the Minister for Industry can see a number oHowever, initially that was denied totally by the surgeon and
advantages for all concerned were he able to act as an ‘hondast the hospital and, when my constituents asked the Health
broker’ between Trio Hinging and Collex. | appreciate thatCommission to look into it, it was also denied by the Health
Collex may feel disappointed at not being able to establish it€ommission. It is only because of the action taken by my
waste treatment plant at the location it desires, but Enfieldonstituents that the truth is now starting to come out.
council would assist it in finding an alternative site. However, What is of concern to me also is that there was pathologi-
at the end of the day, if Collex wants to insist on trying tocal proof of the infection that my constituent suffered, and
build that waste treatment plant, it will meet continuedthat was destroyed by the hospital. | have been advised that
opposition not only from the Council but also from the localtwo specialist surgeons have sighted photographs of the
residents. Notwithstanding any amendments to the Develojrfection and have confirmed that it obviously was gangrene.
ment Act or what other ruses this Government might try taHowever, as | have said, despite this the Health Commission
get up to in order to assist Collex to progress, as it originallyeport that was prepared after my constituents made a
wanted to do, notwithstanding the opposition of the localcomplaint indicates that no gangrene was present.
community and the local council, there would be community | am further advised that the surgeon who undertook the
pickets and a whole range of activities undertaken whictoperation left for overseas the day after the gangrene was
would not do this State any good with respect to projectingliscovered and the treatment of my constituent was taken
an image of South Australia’s being open for business.  over by another doctor who then did acknowledge that
Rather, we have this opportunity through Trio Hinging, gangrene had in fact set in.
which is looking greatly to expand its export business. It does My constituents have also raised this matter with the
a terrific job now as an import replacement, but this isMedical Board, which provided absolutely no assistance.
actually going towards further enhancement of our exporThey tried to raise it through the Ombudsman, who could not
drive in South Australia. It is owned by a South Australianhelp because the matter did not occur in a Government
family of Greek origin who are tremendously proud Southhospital butin a private hospital, and they turned to everyone
Australians, and it would do this community a world of goodthey thought could possibly help them. As | said, the greatest
to have that type of industry facilitated by the State Governdisappointment is that the Health Commission itself con-
ment. The South Australian Centre for Manufacturing haginued to deny that there was any problem or any cover-up.
been of great assistance to that company already in its currekitave been given further advice that also causes me consider-
development. There is more work that can be done, andable concern, namely, that nurses of the hospital were advised
sincerely urge that the Government look upon my entreatiethat under no circumstances were they to discuss the matter
to it on behalf of Trio Hinging with all the seriousness theywith my constituents.
deserve, because this company can bring a great deal of Also, when my constituent entered hospital she advised
benefit to the entire State and, in particular, my district.  the receptionist that she was allergic to penicillin and must
be given a gluten free diet. She was treated with penicillin
Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): | would like to address a and her diet was ignored. When these matters were pointed
matter tonight in relation to two constituents who have, to pubut, the hospital falsely denied that my constituent had given
it as kindly as | can, really suffered at the hands of bureauthis information and stated that it was therefore her fault that
cracy. Before members opposite become too keen, | point ogenicillin had been administered and that she had not been
that the matter to which | am referring occurred back in 199@iven a correct diet. However, | have sighted a copy of the
when we had a Government of a totally different persuasiomdmission form that was completed by my constituent when
to that which we have today. The matter to which | refershe entered hospital, and it clearly shows that the information
relates to a woman who had an operation at a private hospitakgarding the allergy and diet needs was recorded.
which | will not name, early in February for the removal of | am sure members can understand my constituents’
alump on her left breast. Following that operation gangreneoncern not only that the treatment received at the hospital
set in, and that is where their problems started. was bad but also that a cover-up has occurred since then and
An expected short stay in hospital of four days extendednisleading and incorrect statements have been made. Again,
to five weeks and, even when my constituent was releasddcannot understand why the Health Commission right
from hospital, she was still ill with pseudomonas whichthrough has completely denied the points that have subse-
required a further six weeks of professional daily nursing carguently proven to be correct.
at home. As a result of the infection following the operation, My constituents point out to me their frustration and the
this woman has a severely deformed left breast, is stillack of assistance they have received from the medical board,
suffering considerable pain and emotionally has beemvhich, they rightly pointed out to me, is very much Caesar
severely affected by what has occurred. My constituents ajedging Caesar, in that it is made up of a group of doctors
most concerned not only at what has occurred but also at thedging another doctor. In my opinion, | am afraid that that
manner in which this woman has been treated subsequentiboard does not provide the protection that people should
that occurrence. rightfully expect. Again | make the point that their biggest
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disappointment was that the Health Commission provided nélealth Commission, and yet, because of the action that my
help and in fact played a major part in the smokescreen thabnstituent is now taking, the records that have been obtained
was set up. Naturally, my constituents have not been at atllearly show that there was gangrene.
happy with what has occurred, and under their own initiative When my constituent first entered hospital, why did the
they have now undertaken action to try to correct what hakospital deny that the entry form did not indicate needs in
occurred. However, the difficulty is that, because of time, thatelation to medication and food? Why did the Health
has created problems in terms of any legal case and so th&ommission say that there was no evidence that the hospital
now have to turn to the Medical Review Board. had done the wrong thing when, quite clearly, the records that
The difficulties that my constituents have raised with memy constituent now has show that when my constituent
and which | cannot answer are: why is it that the Healthentered hospital she did everything right? She did advise the
Commission, which has stated that it was provided with thdospital of her problems in relation to medication and of her
patient’s full medical record, nursing care plans, nursingood requirements, but they were not addressed. But, more
rosters and so on, did not detect that my constituent had be@mportantly, why did the Health Commission say that there
given such appalling treatment in terms of incorrect medicawas no problem in this area?
tion, incorrect food and incorrect treatment for a very serious There are so many areas where the Health Commission
complication that resulted from the operation? Why did thehas not done its homework in terms of investigating this
Health Commission state at that time that there was nproblem. When it was conducting its investigation, why did
mention in the medical reports of gangrene when it is clearlyhe Health Commission indicate that there was no problem?
stated in the surgeon’s own hand on the medical records thahe records would have been, should have been, and | believe
there was? Why was the advice my constituent received iwere available to the Health Commission, so why did it
relation to being allergic to penicillin ignored, despite theignore them? Why did it advise my constituents that there
admission sheets? was no gangrene and so on? These are the questions that my
The woman’s husband is beside himself because he hasnstituents are quite rightly asking: why and how on earth
seen his wife’s health and mental welfare deteriorateould this ever occur? Because it was a private hospital and
substantially. | have been around to their home. | have seghe complications that that brings, they are asking why there
at first-hand the impact that this has had on my constituents not adequate protection for people like themselves. They
I share the frustration of my constituents. Wherever they haverant the problems, which occurred through no fault of their
turned to try to get this matter rectified they have run into aown, rectified.
blank wall. They are extremely frustrated, because there is SO Motion carried.
much evidence to support what they have been saying all
along, that is, my constituent did contract gangrene. Thiswas At 10.15 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday
denied by the initial treating doctor, the hospital and thel9 July at 2 p.m.



Tuesday 18 July 1995 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 2829




