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Housing Trust, South Australian—Financial Statements,
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY o o

By the Minister for Industry, Manufacturing, Small

Tuesday 10 October 1995 Business and Regional Development (Hon. J.W. Olsen)—

The SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at Environment, Resources and Development Committee—
2 d d o Response to Sixteenth Report—Inquiry into Compul-
p.-m. and read prayers. sory Motor Vehicle Inspections.
SA WATER By the Minister for Infrastructure (Hon. J.W. Olsen)—
ETSA Corporation—Report, 1994-95.
A petition signed by 147 residents of South Australia Sewerage Act—Regulations—Charges—AWT Systems.
requesting that the House urge the Government to legislate By the Minister for Health (Hon. M.H. Armitage)—
to retain public ownership, control, management and Regulations under the following Act—
operation of the supply of water and the collection and Reproductive Technology—
treatment of sewage was presented by the Hon. D.C. Brown. Code of Ethical Clinical Practice.

Code of Ethical Research Practice.
By the Minister for Housing, Urban Development and

Petition received.

SCHOOL SERVICES OFFICERS Local Government Relations (Hon. J.K.G. Oswald)—
Development Assessment Commission—Report on Demo-
Petitions signed by 366 residents of South Australia lition.

requesting that the House urge the Government to review and By the Minister for Recreation, Sport and Racing (Hon.
rescind the proposed reduction in the number of hourg K.G. Oswald)—

worked by school services officers were presented by Messrs g 1es of Racing—

Brindal and Meier. Racing Act—
Petitions received. Off-Course Totalisator Rules.
On-Course Totalisator Rules.
GLEN BOREE CORNER TO NATIONAL Harness Racing—Mobile Phones.
HIGHWAY 1 ROAD By the Minister for Primary Industries (Hon.
D.S. Baker)—
A petition signed by 162 residents of South Australia Soil Conservation Council—Report, 1994-95.

requesting that the House urge the Government to upgrade  South Australian Timber Corporation—Report, 1994-95.
the road from Glen Boree Corner to National Highway 1was By the Minister for the Environment and Natural Re-
presented by Mr Meier. sources (Hon. D.C. Wotton)—

Petition received. Economic and Finance Committee—Response to Fifteenth
Report—Inquiry into the Disbursement of Grant Funds
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL VACANCY by South Australian Government Agencies.
By the Minister for Family and Community Services

The SPEAKER laid on the table the minutes of proceed- (Hon. D.C. Wotton)—

ings of the joint sitting of the two Houses for the choosing of Economic and Einance Committee—Response to Fifteenth
a member of the Leglsla_tlve _CounC|I to hold the place Report—Inquiry into the Disbursemen?ofGrant Funds
rendered vacant by the resignation of the Hon. M.S. Feleppa, by South Australian Government Agencies.

to which vacancy Mr Paolo Nocella was appointed. By the Minister for the Ageing (Hon. D.C. Wotton)—

Commissioner for the Ageing—Report, 1994-95
QUESTIONS Economic and Finance Committee—Response to Fif-

; . teenth Report—Inquiry into the Disb t of Grant
The SPEAKER: | direct that written answers to the ,ff,?ds bf pS%Lth Rﬂg{gﬁgﬁ Gof,erﬁmlgﬁf rAngeennCci)eS'ran

following questions on the Notice Paper, as detailed in the
schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed ir‘|Ed
Hansard Nos 3 and 6.

By the Minister for Employment, Training and Further
ucation (Hon. R.B. Such)—

Construction Industry Training Board—Report, 1994-95.
Non-Government Schools Registration Board—Report,

PAPERS TABLED 1994-95.
. . University of Adelaide—Report, 1994.
The following papers were laid on the table: University of Adelaide—Statutes, 1994.

By the Deputy Premier (Hon. S.J. Baker)—

Australian Financial Institutions Commission—Report, SA WATER

1994-95.
Youth Court Act—Regulations—Fees. The Hon. JW. OLSEN (Minister for Industry,
Rules of Court— Manufacturing, Small Business and Regional Develop-

District Court—District Court Act—Guardianship and  ment): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.

Administration Act.
Magistrates Court—Magistrates Court Act— Leave granted.

Restraining Orders. The Hon. JW. OLSEN: The Adelaide model of a
Summons—~Failure to comply. contract for the development of an export-oriented water
Supreme Court—Supreme Court Act— industry as well as the operation and maintenance of a
Guardianship and Administration Act. metropolitan water and sewerage system has earned favour-
By the Treasurer (Hon. S.J. Baker)— able recognition nationally and internationally, for example
State Services, Department for—Report, 1994-95. from no less an authority than the World Bank. The Leader

State Supply Board—Addendum to Report, 1994-95. of the Opposition has asked me 37 questions. He is trying to
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create the impression that these are all unanswered issuesQuestion: Will the contracting company be registered in
about the contract. Yet when one looks at his 37 questionSouth Australia? Answer: Yes. We are saying no real
most of them are irrelevant— economic development, no Asia-Pacific headquarters in
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: Adelaide—no deal.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: If the Leader of the Opposition Question: Is the contracting company required to lodge
will keep quiet for a while he will get the answers to his financial guarantees, and what are the details? Answer: Yes.

guestions. Each bidder has confirmed that it will provide appropriate
Members interjecting: guarantees. The details will be finalised during the contract
The SPEAKER: Order! negotiations.

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Most of the Leader’s questions Question:_ V\_/hat recourse will SA Water have should the
are irrelevant; most of them are based on myths and innueontractor fail financially? Answer: What we know—and we
do, on assumptions which the Leader knows to be wrond?”OW it throughthe authorlty of the World Bank—is that we
However, we know he will continue to perpetuate thesgi® dealing with bids backed by the best global water
myths and misinformation, unless we put the answers on tHgPmpanies in the world. Their financial strength and reputa-
public record to those questions. | shall now respond!On aré our guarantee. ) )
specifically to each of the questions that the Leader asked. Question: What analysis and economic modelling has been

Question: Will the contractor pay for the monopoly right done to arrive at a realistic assessment of potential economic
to run our water and sewerage system? Answer: The questi@gn€fits from the contract? Answer: Given some of the
exhibits a total ignorance of the proposed contract. Th&-eader’s questions, | wonder whether he would understand

contractor will perform work for us, and for that we will pay if | answered this question in full detail. When I tell him that
less than it would cost us to run the system ourselves. It is §€ '€ taking an output-based approach, does he understand
fee-for-service contract. that we are measuring the success of the deal on the value of

Question: What will be the savings over the life of the S2/€S and exports and that we are commissioning the
contract? Answer: | repeat what | have saiinauseanin Australian Bureau of Statistics to measure the export

this House—there will be substantial cost savings. Our targé}erformance of th_e contrac_:t and the development of_the South
ustralian water industry in general? The economic model-

is savings of 20 per cent compared with our costs today. N . X
Ing for this contract was done by some of the most experi-

substantial savings, no deal—but there will be a deal. d f ial st King in Australia. It h |
Question: What are the Government's target annuagnce inancial analysts working in Australia. It has rea
enchmarks and it will deliver real jobs.

returns by way of dividends from SA Water? Answer: The Members interjecting:

dividend target for this financial year was published in the . . L
budget. It is $61.7 million. As always, the dividends for the or;l:(?aec![-'cc)gh ‘tJrXY tﬁésc%mrgiférl’swghr?uuaelsltclec\)/g-l V(\)/:c" g:gfi t’>
following years will be negotiated in the budget process eac nswer: The contract will ensure that SA Water gets the

year. N L : .
L - enefit of improved efficiencies, which mean substantial cost
Question: In the event that dividend forecasts are not megavings over the life of the contract. This will be reflected in

does the ’contract provide for SA Water to re\_/iew thet(l_‘;le contract and the fees we will pay to the contractor.
contractor’s performance and profits, and what_ action can b Question: Will performance indicators be made public?
taken against the contractor? Answer: The dividends havﬁnswer' Yes.—an d we will be proud of them. When we havé

nothing to do with the contractor’s performance. SA Water _. . .
sells tr?e water, collects the revenul?e runs the business ant ned the contract we will ta!k publlcly about export targfets,
! ' s and other benefits of this project for South Australia.

. X . .10

pays the dividend. The contractor has nothmgtodownhthd . ; .

The contract will include penalties for non-performance, Question: What will the contractor be reqwreq to do
towards the conservation of water? Answer. Water

including the right to cancel the contract. S .
Quesgtion' ngJII the Government hold any securities agains onservation s not a responsmlllty of the contractor. That
. esponsibility remains with the Government—like the

failure bBt’. th?'gogtrictorhto pe‘:forr:]] : tﬁns;v:r\.NY?s. ilh responsibility for prices, quality and customer service.
Question: And when he asks whether atlerwill Nave - 5astion: Will payments to the contractor include amounts

authority to direct the company to i_mprove perfor_mance anghased on volumetric throughput? Answer: No, it will not.

are there_ penalty prov_|5|ons‘? Agalr_1 t_he answer IS yes. Question: Who is responsible for ‘capital maintenance’
Question: What V,‘;'” be the minimum capital of the anq" il SA Water supervise maintenance programs?

contracting company? Answer: This question would have t\nsyyer: The contractor will carry out maintenance of capital

be the naive question of the lot. We will ensure that whoevey, o ks to the schedules agreed with SA Water.

gets the contract is a financially viable company. We are 5 egtion: Has the Government given any guarantees about

dealing with the biggest companies in the world in the watefyg |eyel of capital works? Answer: No. We have a forward

business—world wide. capital works plan which will be controlled by the

Question: Will the contracting company— Government.

An honourable member interjecting: . Question: How will SA Water ensure that all work

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for Mines and yndertaken by the contractor represents best practice?
Energy. Answer: We have assessed all bidders on their ability to

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: As indeed most of the questions implement best practice and achieve cost savings at the same
are. time. High performance standards are built into the contract

Members interjecting: with financial penalties for non-performance.

The SPEAKER: Order! Question: What reporting systems will be in place by 1

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | suggest that the Leader get a January to ensure that SA Water is fully equipped to monitor
new research officer; it might help hone the construction othe performance of the contract and the systems? Answer: SA
a number of these questions. Water is well equipped to manage the contract. The detailed
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monitoring and reporting systems will be finalised duringthe  The SPEAKER: Order! All interjections are out of order
transition phase; that is, the time between the signing and ttend all members know that. The Chair has endeavoured to
commencement of the contract. allow a reasonable amount of free flow across the Chamber:
Question: Will the management of SA Water be restrucit has now got out of hand and the Chair will not permit it.
tured to manage the contract? Answer: Yes. Action is already Mr QUIRKE: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker.
under way to reorganise SA Water to meet the demands @learly this ministerial statement has degenerated—
contract management from January 1996 and the new Members interjecting:
directions of the corporation. The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Playford has the
Question: Will contract administrators be engaged tq:g|.
protect SA Water's rights? Answer: The contract will be  \r QUIRKE: My point of order is that the Minister is
managed by SA Water. This contract is about saving moneyq,y clearly debating the issue. The Minister is entering into
and about a partnership with the private sector to create 3ehate, and that is an abuse of the ministerial statement

export-oriented water industry in South Australia. process in this House and he ought to know that better than
Question: Will the Minister release projections for future 5nyone else opposite.

charges to consumers necessary to support the contract andysembers interiecting:

dividends to the Government? How often will charges be The SPEAKEIJ?' Orgérl I do not uphold the point of
reviewed and what criteria will apply? Answer: As in Pasty der. The decisio.n on W'hether the ministerial statement
decades, year in and year out, prices and dividends will be Sg ntiﬁues is entirely in the hands of the House

by the Government annually, based on the different needs 0 )

the community, which owns SA Water. The revenue require(glN i”T he I|—|ofn.rJ.\t/V.ﬁOtLSt:El:l1: ?E?St't?]n: Wﬂf?rt a{ra:’r;gAerr]n?tf-
from customers to meet dividend targets will be lower apply for staft 1o transter o the contractors Answet.

because of the real cost savings gained from this contract, arﬁgz fﬁﬁﬁgg}%ﬁ"s gg e\i}éorr:;h: #gagf;tzzou!?hﬂﬂ\é%tgﬁg(:gg
the people of South Australia will therefore benefit. gues. v got wi

result is that no SA Water employee will be retrenched, none

Question: Is the Government bound contractually t ill be compelled to transfer to the contractor and those who
increase charges to consumers under certain circumstan é p ; .
oose to do so will be offered a comparable remuneration

and what are the details? Answer: Absolutely not. This ipackage
another perfect example of the myths put out by the Opposi- " . .
P b yihsp Y PP Question: What controls will be in place on the use of

tion Leader. ; ;
Members interjecting: subcontractors by the prime contractor, and how will SA

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Leader might well laugh in Water ensure that any subcontract let by the prime contractor
embarrassment at some of the questions he has put up. is let at arm’s length and on the best commercial terms?
Question: What arrangement will apply for staff to transfer/ANSWer: We are giving encouragement, while the Labor Party

to the contractor? Answer: Before asking this question th& INto control. It just cannot come to terms with the fact that
Leader should have talked— people want to get on with their lives and their jobs without

Members interjecting: interference from the Government. The whole concept of this
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Well, the Deputy Leader of the contract is to generate work for small businesses in this State

Opposition ought to look adansard We passed legislation @nd jobs for South Australians. The more work the prime
last year, following a statement by the Treasurer in this Housgontractor will give to subcoptractors, the more vyork for
as to the course of action we would follow, after which theSMall business and the more jobs for South Australians. The
shadow Minister went overseas and interviewed the comgontractor cannot subcontract to any of its affiliates without
panies. What the Opposition said at the time was that this wg3€ @Pproval of SA Water, and all work must be let through
the right direction but that we were not going far enough2 competlltlve tendering process. o
How it has changed in the few months of this year! ~ Question: Do the (_:qnsgltants usedto assistin the prepara-
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: tion of contract spe_mﬂ_c_ahons an_d eva_luat|on of the tenders
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Itis true. The Leader says that have any ongoing liability for their advice? Answer: Yes, of
that is not true. The Leader ought to know, because he wg9urse they do. We have engaged experts to protect the State
briefing journalists in this town that this was the right policy I this deal. All consultants are signing off on their advice.
direction, but that only one thing was wrong—we were not ~Question: Which consultants were given disclaimers
including customer service in it; that we ought to go theagainst their advice? Answer: None.
whole step if we were going to do it and do the job properly. Question: Will the salaries of senior water company
From that, and from the briefing of journalists in this town byexecutives be publicly disclosed as a condition of the
the Opposition, it now has got to the stage of saying that ieontract? Answer: No. What they do has nothing to do with
will take a totally different tack— us. This is another red herring from the Leader of the
Mr CLARKE: | rise on a minor point of order, Mr Opposition resulting from his lack of understanding of the
Speaker. The Minister sought leave to make a ministerigtontract. This is a fee for service contract.
statement and not engage in falsehoods, lies and arguments.Question: What sanctions will apply to the private
The SPEAKER: Order! The House gave the Minister company if it is found to have breached environmental
leave to make a statement. He is now making that statemestandards? Answer: The contractor will be subject to all
and the honourable member cannot indicate that the Minist&anctions of the Environmental Protection Authority.
is telling lies and therefore he must withdraw that comment. Question: Can the Minister explain specifically what
Mr CLARKE: | withdraw the word ‘lies’. technology transfer will occur to South Australia as a result
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | rise on a point of order, Sir. of the contract? Answer: All bidders have put forward
This ministerial statement has deteriorated because of trsubstantial and exciting proposals on research and develop-
interjections. There is a rule in this House that ministeriaiment to be carried out in South Australia. All are keen to
statements be heard in silence. work with the Australian Water Quality Centre at Bolivar, the
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core of the Australian Cooperative Research Centre for Water Members interjecting:
Quality. The SPEAKER: Order! | can assure the honourable
Question: What specific requirements exist in the contraomember that the time is being monitored.
to make sure the contractor keeps pace with technological The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD: In June 1995, | advised
improvements and does not saddle South Australia witfParliament that a need for strategic reform existed within
inferior technology? Answer: The RFP document requiregach of the three codes of racing in the face of continuing
that best intellectual and technological standards are achievetiallenges that affect the ongoing viability of the racing
on an ongoing basis. This includes specific contractuahdustry. At that time, | had already initiated discussions with
obligations to keep pace with technological improvementsthe newly appointed Chairman of the Greyhound Racing
Let me add that we are dealing with companies which ar&oard, Mr Mark Kelly, who responded by implementing a
world leaders in technological development. comprehensive overview of the greyhound racing code
Question: Specifically, what new intellectual property ofundertaken by Speakman Stillwell. | undertook a similar
the company will South Australia have access to as a resuprocess for the harness racing code by appointing Mr John
of the contract to which it did not have access previously? Delaney to advise me on the future strategic direction for that
Answer: We will have access to all the latest intellectualindustry. That report will be presented to the Harness Racing
property which is costing these companies billions toBoard today.
develop. It is a partnership. With respect to the galloping code, the process of reform
Question: What specific goals and targets have been laiteeds to be more internally driven due to the composition of
down for South Australian industry involvement? #wmer:  the controlling authority committee, the South Australian
150 companies have registered with SA Water to participatdockey Club, and its recognised status within the structure of
in the growth of the water industry. Their capability profiles the Australian Conference of Principal Clubs. Notwithstand-
were made available to the bidders. The bidders had tig this situation, | will be making my intentions clear that a
commit to specific monetary values for exports of goods angtrong and determined focus is required in the areas of
services out of South Australia and submit one, five and 1@inancial management, planning and marketing. In addition,
year plans for industry development in this State, and | caany structural reform of the controlling authority must
assure the House that every one of the bidders has delivergtcessarily provide formal opportunities for input by industry
Question: What have been the due diligence costs ddarticipants.
negotiations to date and what are they projected to be by the There are many difficultissues facing the racing industry
signing of the contract? Answer: The costs of negotiations arat the present time, including diminishing on-course patron-
small compared to the huge savings which this contract wilage, reductions in betting turnover, the number and mix of
deliver to South Australians. They are at least best practiceacing dates between metropolitan and country areas,
level. competition from other gambling activities, the emergence
These are the answers to the 37 questions. If the Leadéf pay TV and the development of interactive betting
wants to ask any more questions, by all means let us haJéchnologies—to name but a few. Without structural reform
them and we will respond to them. But | encourage thd0 positively position the industry to address these issues, it
Leader to think them through more carefully and get a neviaces a period of stagnation. Such a future for an industry
research officer, which perhaps would be a start, with at leagthich is a significant contributor to the economy of the State
a basic understanding of the contract. He should make hgannot be tolerated.
questions relevant and drop the innuendo and misinformation These issues will require careful consideration and
from them. Perhaps when the Leader asks his next round @nalysis in order that appropriate strategies can be introduced
questions he can tell us why he is opposed to the mort® maintain and develop the racing industry in this State. In
efficient delivery of water and sewerage to consumers ifiecent weeks, | have received from Speakman Stillwell and
South Australia, why he does not want cost savings for th&r John Delaney their reports on recommended future
Government and consumers in South Australia, why hétrategic directions for the greyhound and harness racing
rejects economic development in South Australia, why h&odes respectively. The key recommendations arising from
prefers to assign young people to a life of unemploymenthese reviews can be summarised as follows:
instead of supporting every effort to create jobs and why he With regard to greyhound racing—
would rather play politics with the truth than work for the - The existing Greyhound Racing Board be replaced by
rejuvenation of this State. a Greyhound Racing Corporation, comprising five members
Mr CLARKE: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. | who have a range of experience and skills in finance, law,
wish to raise two points. First, the Minister has exceeded theommerce, business, marketing and technical areas.
15 minutes allotted for a ministerial statement. Secondly, the - Responsibilities of the new corporation be expanded
Minister is going into the realm of debate rather than stating0 include the commercial operations of the greyhound clubs
straight-out Government policy. and the conduct and administration of the greyhound racing
The SPEAKER: The Chair believes that the Minister has events.
concluded his remarks, but the Deputy Leader is correct: in - The consolidation of night racing in the metropolitan

making ministerial statements, Ministers should not engagarea at Angle Park, and to establish Wednesday evening as
in debate. the venue for country greyhound racing at Port Pirie and

Strathalbyn.
RACING INDUSTRY - The establishment of a South Australian Greyhound
Racing Federation, comprising nominees from all greyhound
The Hon. J.K.G. OSWALD (Minister for Recreation, clubs and associations (such as owners, breeders, trainers and
Sport and Racing): | seek leave to make a ministerial bookmakers, etc.) to advise and liaise with the new
statement. corporation.
Leave granted. With regard to harness racing—



Tuesday 10 October 1995 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 117

The existing board be replaced with a restructuredvho have traditional association with the park. Such rights
controlling body called Harness Racing Authority (SA).  and responsibilities are derived from being born in the area

- The new controlling body be comprised of five or growing up there or from being a descendant of Aboriginal
persons—none of whom represent any interest groups withipeople who were born or grew up in that vicinity.
the industry and include marketing, legal and financial Secondly, Aboriginal cultural and customary concerns
expertise. must be taken into account in the plan of management. It is

- The Harness Racing Authority to become a principalthrough the planning process that Aboriginal interests and
club and assume control of racing at Globe Derby Park. those of the broader community are reconciled.

- The authority to relocate its offices to Globe Derby  Thirdly, Aboriginal joint managers must be able to
Park. establish living areas in the park. Reintroduction of

- The creation of an Industry Advisory Council to advise Aboriginal land use practices will be made possible through
and assist the authority in its decision making processes, anfiboriginal people living on the park. This will assist in

- Investigations to commence on the issue of clubaccomplishing some of the overall objectives of park
rationalisation. management. It is also in the public interest that the Lower

Itis particularly relevant to note the common conclusionsSouthern Arrernte and Wangkangurru people maintain their
reached by each report: first, the recommendations to replagglture. For Irrwanyere members this requires that they live
the nominees of interest groups on the controlling bodies witen lands with which they are traditionally associated.
independent appointees who have the required expertise arkeitablishment of living areas by Irrwanyere, and Aboriginal
secondly, the establishment of an advisory body comprisingubsistence use of the park, is thus provided for in this plan,
industry representatives who can provide the detaileiogether with management strategies to ensure that modern
knowledge and advice required by the ultimate decisiorf\boriginal land does not adversely affect the environments
making authority. of the park.

These are significant changes to the future operations and Fourthly, it is fundamental that the Aboriginal people
administration of the greyhound and harness racing codegoncerned have their traditional associations taken into
Clearly, this push for reform at the highest level of industryaccount through some form of tenure over the park. Without
administration has been consistent across these two codedlbis recognition they cannot secure funding for community
racing from a majority of all participants and administratorsservices or develop enterprises that might help them realise
concerned. their aspirations for social and economic development

Given the significance of the recommendations concernedirough management of lands with which they have tradition-
for change, | will gauge industry response to both report&l associations.
over the next three weeks and prepare a response on the Accordingly, approval in principle has been given by the
Government’s position in early November. During this periodMinister for a long-term lease to Irrwanyere. Under the joint
I will be discussing each of the recommendations with thenanagement arrangements proposed in this plan, Aboriginal
Opposition spokesman for Recreation, Sport and Racing, &pertise will be fully utilised and mechanisms will be
well as the Australian Democrats, in order to facilitateestablished for Aboriginal people to be successful joint
bipartisan support for any change which is deemed necessafjanagers and to realise their own goals for community

evelopment. | think we should all welcome this as a
WITJIRA NATIONAL PARK significant step and look forward to the success of this
arrangement.

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON (Minister for the Environ-
ment and Natural Resources):l seek leave to make a QUESTION TIME
ministerial statement.

Leave granted.

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | am pleased to inform the HUS EPIDEMIC DOCUMENTS
House of the release of the Witjira National Park manage- s STEVENS (Elizabeth): Will the Minister for Health
ment plan, marking an important milestone in the jointgiye 5 categorical assurance that the Coroner was provided
management of this park by the Department of Environmen,ith every Government document relating to the HUS
and Natural Resources and Irrwanyere Aboriginalepidemic and that no documents were withheld? On 11 July,
Corporation. The plan follows the signing of a long-termne South Australian Health Commission provided the
lease arrangement between Irrwanyere AbOflngabpposition with ‘those documents tendered as evidence
Corporation members and myself as part of a growingyefore the court which fall within terms of your application
commitment to Aboriginal involvement in the managementnder the Freedom of Information Act. The documents
of our national parks. Mr Speaker, | am delighted that myjryided to the Opposition do not refer to all matters listed
colleague the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and yourself, a5 having occurred on 23 and 24 January in the Minister’s
as the local member, were able to witness this S'Qn'f'carﬁhronology of events dated 2 February.
event. _ _ _ The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | will have to examine the

The Witjira National Park is located in the Far North of actyal details of that matter, but | assure the member for

the State and includes the well known Dalhousie Moundt|izaheth that | have been assured by my department that all
Springs. In the development of joint management for Witjira,;he relevant material was provided.

four conditions were accepted as crucial. First, it has been

important for the department to deal with an organisation ADELAIDE AIRPORT

rather than with individuals. Irrwanyere Aboriginal

Corporation is the relevant body formed for this purpose by MrLEGGETT (Hanson): Will the Premier report on any
the Lower Southern Arrernte and Wangkangurru people. Thdevelopments today in the South Australian Government’s
corporation’s membership is open to all Aboriginal peopleefforts to ensure that the Adelaide Airport is leased as soon
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as possible in order to facilitate a major upgrading of the Members interjecting:

terminal facilities? The SPEAKER: Order!
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | have some very good news
for the House. This morning, | met with John Howard and the HUS EPIDEMIC DOCUMENTS

Federal Coalition Shadow Cabinet, and | put to them a case
that the Adelaide Airport lease-out should be brought forward The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My
from the end of 1997, which is where the Federal Laboquestion is directed to the Premier. Did you or your office
Government wants to put it at present. The Federal Labgprovide the Coroner with copies of minutes and records of the
Government says that we will have to wait for more than ameeting called by you on Saturday 4 February to review the
further two years to be able to lease out the airport. Thigsovernment's response to the HUS epidemic?
morning, | put our case to John Howard and the Shadow Mr LEWIS: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, | under-
Cabinet, and they decided to allow the leasing out of thestand that Standing Orders require members, including even
airport immediately upon their getting into government,the Leader of the Opposition, to refer to members by their
which is 18 months sooner than would occur under theank or electorate and not by the second person pronoun.
Federal Labor Government. The SPEAKER: The member for Ridley is correct.
Here we have egg going straight back onto the face of thelowever, on this occasion the Chair does not believe there
Leader of the Opposition, because on the last sitting day ito be a great breach of Standing Orders.
this place he tried to accuse John Howard of delaying The Hon. M.D. RANN: | will recap without breaking
considerably the leasing out of the Adelaide Airport. Now weStanding Orders. Did the Premier or his office provide the
find that John Howard and the Coalition Shadow Cabinet williCoroner with copies of minutes and records of the meeting
allow the leasing out much sooner than would have occurregalled by the Premier on Saturday 4 February to review the
otherwise. On three days last week the Federal LabaGovernment's response to the HUS epidemic; and, if not,
Government put out statements accusing John Howard @fhy not? On 7 February the Premier told this Parliament that
delaying the leasing out of Adelaide Airport. That will not he had convened a meeting on 4 February of all relevant
occur. This morning he announced that the airport can bguthorities and spent three hours reviewing the HUS epidem-
leased out immediately, and he intends to move an amengt. The Premier said, and | quote his words directly:
ment _to_the Federal legislation to aIIov_v that to occur. Later that day, we called in representatives of the company itself,
This is good news for South Australia, because as a resufaribaldi, and went through their evidence.
of the past 12 years of a Federal Labor Government Adelaid?
has ended up with the worst capital city airport of any capitag
city in Australia. The Federal Labor Government failed to

extend the runway. provided. Did you give those minutes to the Coroner?

m: T_loonﬁ Mb[éAFIQ\IargF;g[\?Vr]ﬁ.ct:? gv;/as a Liberal State The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | will have to ascertain what
) ) 'Information, if any, was given to the Coroner.

|
Government that got the money for that. The Federal Labo The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:

Government failed to upgrade the airport passenger terminal ] : .
facilities, and we have no air bridges at all. The State Liberal 1h® SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition has

Government and now the Federal Coalition Opposition ar@Sked his question. He knows the Standing Orders, and |
forcing this issue and will achieve for South Australia betterSU99€st that he not set out to breach them on a regular basis.

airport facilities well ahead of what otherwise would have

been achieved under the Federal Labor Government. YOUTH EMPLOYMENT
| also point out that, as a result, the Liberal Government

intends to start negotiations so that we will have a substantiz_\

upgrade of the Adelaide terminal once the leasing out occurs., th bii tor?

That upgrade will involve a multi-million dollar development N the public sector:

together with the possibility of bringing together the domestic. Th(te H(;)n.’DEAN BROWNh:.I tr]ead \ivithtwtetr)est a:n Ertic(;e ¢
and overseas terminals, and it will include air bridges at théfﬂ yesterday s newspaper which quotes the Deputy Leader o

same time. e Opposition as saying:

The Coalition Shadow Cabinet raised one other issue this In taGfgﬂing 12 420 peo_gle to b_ﬁ_ cut fr]Q(T ltlhe public Segtofr, the
morning, and i this: once again,f estated ts oppositorgi o) SOvTiment i pad oo of colas geting i ofone
to any increase in the wine tax which would have an adverse o .
effect on South Australia or any attempt to restructure thd he Deputy Leader of the Opposition had the opportunity
wine tax at a Federal level. That is a very important commitduring the last sitting week to read the Commissioner for
ment from John Howard, one which the Federal Labofublic Employment's annual report to this Parliament. He
Government has been unable and unwilling to give. For morknows exactly what the facts are, but once again he decides
than three months, Mr Keating and the Federal ministry havi® ignore the facts and the truth and to say whatever he thinks
release it. Why? Because | believe that they have a secrdfferent circumstances and not in this House, as perhaps a
intention to increase substantially the wine tax in SouttSignificant untruth, but I will not accuse him of that.
Australia, and that would seriously and adversely affect the Members interjecting:
wine industry in this State. When we come to the next Federal The SPEAKER: Order!
election South Australians will have a clear choice: a Federal Mr Cummins interjecting:

Liberal Coalition Government that cares about South The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Norwood is not
Australia or a Federal Labor Government that thinks onlybeing helpful to the Chair. | suggest that members take a step
about itself in Canberra. backward. The Chair has been particularly tolerant this

he FOI request lodged by the Opposition on 9 February
ought all internal assessments, reports and internal memo-
randa, but no records of the Premier’s involvement have been

Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): Will the Premier advise the
ouse on recent trends in the employment of young people



Tuesday 10 October 1995 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 119

afternoon. If members continue to ignore the rulings of the SA WATER
Chair, Standing Order 137 will be applied forthwith.
Mr EVANS (Davenport): Will the Minister for Infra-

o ngit'?oonn.hl?aEAllzl) C?I(ESVZ{\I :tAgthfzggﬂj\}\yh%c%aﬁgogggr| structure allay some of the concerns people may now have as
pp Ya result of misinformation conveyed at a rally in Adelaide on

recorded in this House in the various annual reports—h \ )
would have found the following: in June 1993, under the%aturday about the State Government's contracting out ofthe
management of metropolitan water services?

former Labor Government, 126 employees or trainees wer The Hon. JW. OLSEN: We saw the Leader of the

employed within the State Government. By June 1994 (1 . X ; . X
months later and six months after the election of this%)ppOSItlon at it again on Saturday. As the Premier has just

Government), we had substantially increased thatnumberE?ferred to the Deputy Leader, so it is the case with the

: eader: he does not let the truth get in the way of a good
414 from the previous 126. By June 1995 we had furthe tory-line. The Leader of the Opposition stood on the steps

increased that figure to 741. In other words, the number i . X . X
something like six times higher than the number employe% Parliament House holding up a sprlnkler_llce_nce system.
by the former Labor Government. .hat he forgot to say was that many counties in the United
Kingdom do not have water meters, and for decades many
By June next year this Liberal Government will have consumers have had licences to turn on a hose and water their
employed more than 2 500 young people in specific trainingiardens. He did not mention any of that because it would
and work experience activities under the Government's youthave destroyed his good story.
training schemes. Statistics show that of this number 68 per | make the point that there will be no sprinkler licence fee
cent of young people are obtaining permanent employmerih South Australia because the Government will continue to
at the end of their training period. It is this Liberal Govern-set the price of water and the price of sewerage facilities and
ment that has embarked on a major expansion of youtbervices in South Australia. No private contractor will get its
training within the services of Government and has allowedhands on that decision-making process: it will be retained by
those people to stay on. | compare that figure of 2 500 in théhe Government. The Leader well knew that fact before the
first two years of this Liberal Government with the fact that,rally, but he sought to ignore it. Of course, itis interesting to
as at June 1993, a mere 126 people were being trained undeok at some of the familiar faces at the rally. If one looks at
the former Labor Government. the education and health rallies and the water rally at the
ekend, how familiar and similar were the faces.

Cthic | e
The facts speak for themselves: this Liberal Government’ The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:

has given the emphasis to youth training. It is a pity the : .
Deputy Leader of the Opposition is either so lazy and cannot The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Yes, and we will get to that

help himself to the annual report of the Commissioner forﬁg'T%ISe;g’rﬁgti%;r;?slt‘;idse&é%greteaghgr:eagégt’ilnetprgﬁks:j?gr
Public Employment, or deliberately does not wish— tended to stand out, and it was Doug McCarty. Doug

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: McCarty has a similar name to Clare McCarty—

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —as the Leader has just Members interjecting:

: The SPEAKER: Order!
ﬁﬁumtohléréc;v;i:ggfacts so that he can go out and say any The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: —and, of course, she has had

a high profile on issues in recent times, but Doug McCarty
has a more important background. It was Doug McCarty who
HUS EPIDEMIC DOCUMENTS led all the opposition and rallies against uranium mining in
South Australia about 10 or 12 years ago, coincidentally,
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): | direct my question to the when the Leader of the Opposition was press secretary to the
Minister for Health. Which documents relating to the fatalthen Labor Party Leader. It was the Leader of the Opposition
HUS epidemic are still being withheld by the Government,and Doug McCarty who were running the rallies against
and why? The release of documents to the Opposition has nBioxby Downs. It was a consortium that, 10 to 15 years ago,
detailed which documents are still being withheld and whytried to stop Roxby Downs—a billion dollar export industry,
as required by the Freedom of Information Act. For 23 anddroviding thousands of jobs in the State of South Australia.
24 January the documents provided to the Opposition do ndthey tried then and they failed. If they try again, they will fail
contain records of advice to Garibaldi that the epidemic ha@gain.
been traced to its product, copies of advice to the Minister, We well know the old saying about the truth not getting
reports of inspection of the Garibaldi premises and minute# the way of a good story. It was during that time that the
of meetings with Garibaldi. Leader—and it has been well referred to in this Parliament
on many occasions—in an effort to get the media a bit
similar to a previous question and | ask the Minister to ignor enthused aboup a gqod story, tQOk- the frqnt cover off areport,
those aspects esta}mped ‘Qonfldentlal’ onit, dlstr|buted it to the medla} and
: said, ‘Here is a leaked confidential report for you.’ That is the
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | must unfortunately give sort of fabrication we get from the Leader of the Opposition.
an answer that is very similar to my previous answer. | have Members interjecting:
been informed by officers of the commission that all relevant The SPEAKER: Order!
material has been presented. | will look into the specifics of The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: This Leader has a history in
the question, but | am assured by Health Commission officerSouth Australia of fabricating stories for political mileage.
that the package of material sent to the Leader of th@his Leader is ignoring the truth about the water issue. He is
Opposition yesterday afternoon, if not this morning—ignoring the facts and trying to create fear in the community.
certainly within the past 24 hours—contained all the docu-Try he will, but he will fail.
mentation, but | will check. Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Many aspects of the question are very
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The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Custanceisout ~ Mrs HALL: Mr Speaker, | asked the Minister whether he

of order. was aware of a report on the ChanneNéws Can the
An honourable member interjecting: Minister explain the circumstances surrounding the refurbish-
The SPEAKER: And so is the member on my right who ment of the State Administration Centre, a project initiated,
interjected. The member for Taylor. as | understand it, under the former Labor Government?
Members interjecting: The SPEAKER: The last part of the question is comment.

The SPEAKER: Order! | cannot hear the member for ~ The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: This seems to be the day

Taylor because of the interjections. If the members who ar@M Which we should not let a bit of truth get in the way of a
interjecting keep it up, they will not be here to listen to thed00d story. Last evening Channel 7 ran a story to the effect

member for Taylor. that there had been a significant increase in the management
of public space. | notice that the shadow Treasurer—we
PORT AUGUSTA TO ALICE SPRINGS RAIL LINE should not get too uptight about him; he was not in the

previous Ministry, so we will let him off to that extent—was
Ms WHITE (Taylor): Does the Premier support the helping the story to be blown up a bit. Itis interesting to look
privatisation of the Port Augusta to Alice Springs railway? at the Auditor-General’s Report in the years 1992-93 to
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: First, | take this opportunity 1993-94. | think that was the time when the previous Labor
to congratulate the honourable member for apparently nowovernment was in power. As | said, I would not expect the
reaching the status of being in the shadow Cabinet. She ghadow Treasurer to understand or know this, but the reality

leader of the right— is that during that period the previous Government decided
Members interjecting: to transfer the management of the Netley commercial area of
The SPEAKER: Order! 40 000 square metres to the control of DBM. It also trans-

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —and now shadow Minister f€fred the tram barn, 6 000 square metres, and the Flinders

for Tourism. Thank goodness she is not the shadow Ministe entral building, which is now to have the police in it, of

: 000 square metres. Therefore, it increased the area
for Transport because she would have realised that the P ¢ !
Augusta to Alice Springs rail line is a Federal issue. managed by DBM by. about 56 000 square metres. The
Members interjecting: Auditor-General has said that we have increased our manage-

i ment by 45 000 square metres. The reason is that we sold
The SPEAKER: Order! . , . Australis, which represented 16 000 square metres.
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: If she is so intelligent, why

d h K heth he privatisati ¢ This is an area where it would help in reporting if people
oes she ask me whether we support the privatisation of thge e 16 approach the Minister. | understand that the reporting

line? - was done in front of the building, only four floors below. If
Members interjecting: anyone had bothered to ask the Minister, they would have
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Deputy Leader of the gjiscovered that it was all done under the previous Govern-

Opposition. ment, because the previous Government believed it would be

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | well recall Tom Playford  petter if the management of all this space was under the
relating a story to me about his first Question Time in thegontrol of one Minister.
Parliament. One of the rather senior Ministers said to him, The other issue that was brought up about the overrun in
‘Tom, why don't you ask me a question today about athe State Administration Centre is interesting. The State
particular property with a large fence on the eastern side gfdministration refurbishment was put together by the
Adelaide? Why don't you get up and ask why | have notprevious Labor Government. Thank goodness the Liberal
bothered to replace this fence and made sure that it is kept @overnment was able to come in and manage it to its end.
order?’ It turned out that the fence did not belong to the Statgynhen this Government came in, the last four floors were in
Government at all. The Minister had simply pulled poor oldgn absolute mess. Because of good management by the
Tom'’s leg. It would appear that the member for Taylor haswminister, it was brought in under budget. Prior to that | had

been dealt the same cruel blow. to take a special submission to Cabinet to get an increase in
the potential budget. It is a pity that the media and the
GOVERNMENT OFFICES Opposition do not bother to approach Ministers, because they

] . . . will tell them the position as it is. It is a very simple story.
Mrs HALL (Coles): Is the Minister for Industrial Affairs - the previous Government, in good management, transferred

aware of a report on the ChanneNewslast night about i 1 the Department of Building Management so that it could
State Government office accommodation; will he inform themanage it better on behalf of the Government.

House of the situation relating to the Government'’s office
holdings; and, in particular, will he explain the circum- pORT AUGUSTA TO ALICE SPRINGS RAIL LINE
stances—

Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. Ms WHITE (Taylor): In light of the Premier’s reluctance
Itis contrary to Standing Orders to ask a Minister whether ao state his position on the privatisation of the Port Augusta
statement in the media is true. to Alice Springs railway, does he support—

Members interjecting: Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Spence is  The SPEAKER: Order! Unruly members are making it
correct in his point of order. If the member for Coles wasparticularly difficult for the House to hear the member for
asking the Minister to verify a news item, that is contrary toTaylor. | suggest that the member for Taylor ask her question
Standing Orders. My understanding was that the member wagd not comment before asking it.
not asking the Minister that question. Therefore, | ask the Ms WHITE: Does the Premier support the Federal
member for Coles in completing her question to ensure thdtiberal Opposition’s policy of privatising the Port Augusta
it conforms with Standing Orders. to Alice Springs railway, or will he now urge the Federal
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Opposition to change its policy? A letter dated 22 June this GRAFFITI
year from the Federal shadow Minister of Transport to the
Northern Territory Treasurer states: Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): With recent publicity

Consequently, | have since the last election reiterated thgemred_around three graffiti _offe_nders fro_m SOUth Australia
Coalition’s commitment of providing free to a private sector being given gaol sentences in Victoria, will the Minister for
developer the existing line from Port Augusta to Alice Springs as arYouth Affairs say how these sentences compare with South
incentive. Australian penalties for similar offences?

Members interjecting: The Hon. R.B. SUCH:I thank the member for Mawson

The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair has been very tolerant, for the question as it is an important one. Many South
| suggest that the Leader of the Opposition take a deep breaffiustralians were s_urprlsed last Wednesday to see on the front
or he will be the first to have Standing Order 137 applied td°29€ of theAdvertiserthat three young people from South
him. Australia were gaoled in Victoria, one for 30 days and the

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Again, if only the member other two for 40 days. Some people have t_he idea that in
for Taylor had talked to someone with a little more experi-sOUth Australia the penalties are less, but in fact they are
ence, she would have found that in 1992—not June this yedJi0"€ Severe. The maximum penalty for graffiti offences or
but 1992—a significant proposal was put forward wherebyC! Carrying a graffiti implement is a maximum of six months
all the Alice Springs to Tarcoola and the Darwin to Alice gaol, irrespective of whether the person is a juvenile or an

Springs line—this is part of the proposal for the constructionadU|t‘ In Victoria the detention penalty does not apply to

of the Alice Springs to Darwin rail link—was to come nderJuven”e.S' .
one mailagefntlen% and bemgart cl)flone |cv)vrivate rail coumpan : Also in South Australia an offender can be charged under
That was part of the proposal put forward in 1992, and it wa he Criminal Law Consolidation Act and, if the property

; : : amage exceeds $25 000, the maximum penalty is imprison-
Lﬂ;tgtfgéﬁriggg?m in considerable detail before the Feder%nent for life. Where damage exceeds $2 000 but not $25 000

. . . . maximum of fiv rs imprisonment is provi n
Part of the reasoning behind this was that it would be a maximum of five years imprisonment is provided, and

way of helping to secure the $500 million or $600 miIIion‘?Nhere the damage does not exceed $2 000 it is two years.

that will be required for the Alice Springs to Darwin rail link, E;?y are the penalties under the Criminal Law Consolidation

and that would allow for the privatisation of the entire line

from Tarcoola to Darwin so that one company operated al

trains on that line. That makes a great deal of sense. Part

trying to secure the $600 million and reduce the requiretga
$300 million to $400 million from the Federal Governmentd
was instead to allow them to have equity in the Tarcoola o
as the member said, Port Augusta to Alice Springs line. The
is nothing unusual about that at all. If we could secure th
building of the Alice Springs to Darwin line by allowing the
privatisation of the line from Alice Springs to Port Augusta,

| would support that, because it would be an enormous boo bt
PP ’ fﬁeople through the curriculum to understand that they own

to South Australia. . community facilities—the schools, TransAdelaide and the
I throw back a question not only tplthe member for Tay'°rplaygrounds—and that by destroying or damaging them they
but also to the Leader of the Opposition: do they support thg ¢ damaging property they own.
_bl_J|Id|ng of_the Alice Springs to Darwin rail link? If they do, That program will be launched next year, not only through
itis about time they went to Canberra and put pressure on theycation Department (DECS) schools but also through the
Prime Minister to say that it would be good for South i ate school sector. Parents and young people must
Australia and that it would open up a whole new opportunitynqerstand that the community has had enough of graffiti
for exporting from South Australia into South-East Asia. The, 4nqalism. It is not art but destructive, and it costs individu-
benefits to this State would be huge, first, during the congg the Government and the community a lot of money. The
struction phase when we would be building the railway lineg,enajties are there. The courts can and will enforce them, and

in South Australia. The opportunity would be there forihe henalties are much tougher than those existing in any
contractors to get work. Once the line is finished the opporgiher State in Australia.

tunity would be available for substantial exports from
manufacturers in South Australia going to Indonesia. SA WATER

I had the opportunity and privilege this morning to meet
a senior delegation from Indonesia here in Adelaide. One of The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): |
the projects they talked about at length was the huge oppodirect my question to the Minister for Infrastructure. Given
tunity for new trade between Indonesia and South Australighat the Minister has told the House that the successful
Indonesia is already in the top 10 countries trading with Soutttenderer for the water outsourcing contract will be registered
Australia, but that rail link, as was highlighted by the in South Australia, will he reveal to the House what minimum
Indonesian Minister this morning, would open up enormousapital the Government will require the successful SA
new opportunity where, instead of involving four or five company to have and what cash guarantees the successful
weeks of sailing, it would take a matter of days. | throw outcontractor will be required to lodge with SA Water against
a challenge to the Opposition: put aside your petty politicsailing to perform under the contract? The Australian
and come out and support the Liberal Government in fightingecurities Commission records show that North West Water
for the Alice Springs to Darwin railway line—and do so asAustralia Pty Ltd is a $2 company with two shares issued at
quickly as possible. aface value of $1 each. South Australian Water Services Pty

In addition, people can take civil action (as is the case with
ppy Valley council) and pursue individual offenders in the
urts. So, there are three avenues through which offenders
n be targeted. As a Government we want young people to
do positive things and in fact most young people do. As a
rGovernment and a community we will not sit back and
tolerate this sort of behaviour. The courts in South Australia
fave the power and the penalties are severe indeed. Shortly
I will announce in detail a program for our school system,
oth private and public, that will focus on encouraging young
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Ltd was registered on 13 December 1994 and its principal The Hon.J.W. OLSEN: This is the 100 question Leader.
activity is listed as ‘a shelf company’—something of which He is up to No. 39 and is working towards 100 to try to give

the Premier is well aware. some credibility to the other 38 that got shot down earlier
Members interjecting: today. We will lay out the full structure of this contract for
The SPEAKER: Order! the scrutiny of the Leader of the Opposition, the Parliament,

The Hon. M.D. RANN: Commission records show no the select committee and the public of South Australia.
paid-up capital but that its parent company, Australian Water
Services, owned by Lend Lease, Lyonnaise des Eaux and P MOUNT BURR SAWMILL
& O, is a $3 company with three $1 shares issued. United
Water Services Pty Ltd was registered on 31 March 1995, and Mr LEWIS (Ridley): My question is directed to the
its principal activity is also recorded as a shelf companylreasurer. Has the Government decided to sell the Mount
Again, no paid-up capital was recorded. Of course, we arBurr sawmill in the South-East of the State? Earlier, in May
talking about some of the biggest companies in the world. this year, the Mount Burr mill was advertised for sale by the
Mr MEIER: On a point of order, Sir, the Leader of the Asset Management Task Force. What is happening?
Opposition continues to flout Standing Order No. 97. You The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Last year we made a decision to
have warned him before that he will not be allowed thepursue the sale of Forwood Products. There was some interest
question, and this House has been subjected to his continualthe issue of whether Mount Burr could be sold as a stand
disregard of Standing Orders on this matter. alone item with a timber supply as an economic proposition.
The SPEAKER: The Chair was listening particularly The Asset Management Task Force did a scoping study on
carefully to the Leader and to other questions today. Membeit§e Forwood Products operations, including Mount Burr,
on both sides today have not distinguished themselves i@xpressions of interest were sought and the Government has
following the Standing Orders. Because the House has nélecided not to sell the Mount Burr operations simply because
been in session for particularly long, the Chair has endeawe believe that the economic result achieved by a stand alone
oured to be more tolerant than usual. | suggest to honourab$@le would not be sufficient. So, Mount Burr will be included
members that if they continue in this vein Standing Ordersn the total Forwood Products sale rather than being sold as
will be applied without warning. The Minister for Infrastruc- a separate entity.

ture.
The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: The Opposition continues to LOTTERIES COMMISSION
display its total ignorance of commercial matters and of )
running a business. Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Can the Treasurer explain the
Members interjecting: abnormally large increase in executive remuneration referred

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Be patient! In the former 100N page 400 of the Auditor-General’s Report concerning
Government | do not think that any Minister, bar one, had anjhe Lotteries Commission? Do these figures include a large
involvement in the private sector in running a business and?ayout to former Chairman Fioravanti? On that page in
my goodness, did that not show at the end of the day! As th&ection 19 th_e total executive remuneration for 1994 for
Premier says, look at the Opposition currently with itsPersons earning over $100 000 was $125 000. For the most
experience in commercial private sector matters. It ig€cent reporting period of 1994-95 it was $496 000, an
effectively zilch. The companies referred to have formedgdditional $371 000.
companies in Australia, and | told the Leader in my minister- The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The honourable member is
ial statement that they will be registered in South Australiacorrect: a payment was made to Mr Fioravanti on his

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: retirement. He took a separation.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition has
been warned for the second time. MOUNT BURR SAWMILL

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: Every time you interject you ) . .
show how naive you are. If you do not want to embarrass Mr VENNING (Custance): Can the Minister for Primary

yourself further | would keep quiet until you get the answer,/ndustries explain how the Government's arrangements for
until the contract is let and until the full explanation is made.the future operations of the Mount Burr sawmill differ from
The simple fact is that those companies formed consortium§0Se proposed by the former Government?

to present bids to the Government. Those bids are now being The Hon. D.S. BAKER: Obviously, the interest in Mount
evaluated, clarified and assessed and the best and final off&f4IT is spreading statewide, because it is normally the
have just been received in the past few days from thos@ember for Gordon, when he is here, who takes a lot of
companies and are now, and over the course of the next wetKerest in this matter. | think the House should have reiter-

or two, in the process of being assessed. To meet trted to it the very responsible approach that this Government
Government's wish for maximum Australian industry has taken in the matter of not only the management of forests

involvement, many of the companies have put togethei South Australia but also the sale of Forwood Products and

consortiums that meet that requirement, and the Leader wilhe responsible way in which that has been handled.
be surprised when all is revealed. But until such time as the Mr Atkinson interjecting:
evaluation, clarification and assessment phase is completed The Hon. D.S. BAKER: That is a good question. The
(that is, commercial negotiations, if you did not know whathonourable member asks when | was last down there, and |
it meant in other terms), we will not be able to disclose théhappened to be down there on Sunday, when | looked around
full details. | give the Leader an absolute commitment that théhe mill because | knew that the Treasurer was about to make
full details will be put on the table for him, the public— @ decision. Certainly, it was not a fleeting visit.

The Hon. M.D. Rann: The whole contract? Members interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader has had two warn-  The Hon. D.S. BAKER: It is all right for the Deputy
ings. He knows the consequences. Leader to interject. A moment ago he interjected when the
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Minister for Infrastructure was telling us about the calibre ofresponding to the Auditor-General’s Report. If he reads that,
the overseas companies competing for the tender to manabe will get the answer.

our water. He interjected that they are only big because they

charge too much. I am going to send that interjection to the HEALTH INSURANCE

directors of Mitsubishi, Holden's, Western Mining o

Corporation and all of those major companies to see how they Mr KERIN (Frome): Does the Minister for Health agree
feel about that. They have just become world competitive an#ith the Commonwealth Minister for Human Services and
are trading all over the world, but the Deputy believes they€alth that the drop-out rate from private health insurance is
are so big only because they charge too much. They will bBOt causing the pressure on public hospitals that the State
interested in his view. Government claims?

It was this Government that stopped Mount Burr from _ The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for
closing down and flicked off, with all those good working Frome for his question about something that actually strikes
people at the mill losing their jobs and ultimately going Onat_the heart of the apparent misunderstanding of the Federal
the dole. It was this Government that stood against thaiMinister for Health’s concepts of the health sector. Of course,
However, it was the former Government that did a secret dedS has been proven in Perth of late, she has trouble remem-
with the union two days before the last election to close?€ring and understanding a number of things.

Mount Burr and have those people chucked onto the scrap Mr Clarke interjecting:

heap. | have reiterated this fact to the House before and | The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair has spoken to the
want all members opposite to understand who it was—anBeputy Leader of the Opposition and will not do so again.
which unions were involved—that was prepared to do that The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The Governmentis more
deal. It was outrageous that the former Government went tthan happy and indeed seeks to work with the Common-
the last election saying what it would do for employment inwealth to strengthen and develop the public hospital system,
South Australia and how well they had managed it, yebutitis difficult because the Commonwealth simply will not
behind the scenes was this sneaky deal to close down Mouf#ce realities. The Federal Minister for Health gave an
Burr and the unions agreed to it. interview last week in which she asserted that the drop-out

The unions which signed the deal were the Constructiofiate from private health insurance is not causing pressure on
Forestry Mining Employees Union (Mr Quentin Cook public hospitals and certainly is not causing the pressure on
signed), the Public Service Association of South Australiapublic hospitals that the State Government suggests. Yet her
which is the body that stands up for employees (Ja®wn officials in a joint Commonwealth/State study last year
McMahon), the Automotive Metal and Engineering Workersfound that 7685 people had used the public hospital
Union (Mr M. Tumbers) and the Electrical, Electronics, System—they were admitted to the public hospital system last
Plumbing and Allied Workers—Electrical Division—(Mr R. year—who had dropped private health insurance in the
Geraghty). That is what those unions think about employmeriirevious 12 months. So, 7 685 people who had left private

in South Australia. health insurance in the previous 12 months utilised the public
Members interjecting: sector.
The SPEAKER: Order! When a patient moves from the private health insurance

The Hon. D.S. BAKER: This Government has said that Sector, if they need hospitalisation they move from being a
Mount Burr will stay open with an allocation of timber. It has Private patient in a private hospital or a private patient in a
been offered to the private sector once, and it goes in with theublic hospital (in that case the public hospital gets reim-
sale of Forwood Products. | can assure the people in thursed for the cost) to being a public patient in a public
South-East that we do care for employment and those peop@spital. The person who pays the bill is the taxpayer. So the

will have employment. same person receives exactly the same services but, because
the person is no longer privately insured, the public hospital
WATER FILTRATION does not benefit in any way from an income stream.

The latest figures confirm an absolute avalanche of people
Mr FOLEY (Hart): My question is directed to the leaving private health insurance cover. In three months, in

Minister for Infrastructure. the June quarter, about 12 000 South Australians withdrew
Members interjecting: from private health cover. On an annual basis, clearly that
The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest that members allow the means 50 000 South Australians have abandoned private

member for Hart to ask his question. health insurance. This is part of a trend because, in the decade

Mr FOLEY: Thank you very much for your protection, of the State Labor Government's mismanagement, private
Mr Speaker. In light of the fact that the Minister is planning health insurance fell from 65 per cent plus to what is now
several private sector funded build, own and operate watdrelow 35 per cent. That is a 30 per cent extra burden on the
filtration plants and that concerns have been expressed by thablic sector.

Auditor-General about the potential risks of such projects for The study, to which | referred previously, stated that,
the public sector, will the Minister undertake to provide theregarding the 7 685 people who dropped private health
Parliament with the opportunity for scrutiny of these dealsnsurance in the previous 12 months and who utilised the
before the contracts are signed? The Auditor-General refepublic hospital sector, every taxpayer in South Australia was
to the risks of such schemes, stating that careful and extensivg for a bill of about $27 million. For the two years that we
scrutiny is required to guard against deals in which ‘there ihlave been in office, the sum is about $54 million—
the appearance that the private sector has taken risks whi&s4 million which we could have been putting back into the

it has not, and the . appearance that the public sector hasystem to provide better health services. So the changes
avoided risks which it has not'. directly affect the resources available to the hospitals. The

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | refer the honourable member overwhelming proportion of revenue that the public hospitals
to the Premier's ministerial statement to the Parliamengenerate comes from privately-insured patients in public



124 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 10 October 1995

hospitals. The facts are that public hospitals have had ents across the State have indicated their keen public interest
significant fall in revenue in the past 12 months. With regardn the environmental performance of companies and Govern-
to private revenue, in the past 12 months the Flinders Medicahent agencies in this State. | ask the Minister to advise the
Centre experienced a $1.6 million fall in revenue; the Queekiouse how the public will be able to measure the perform-
Elizabeth Hospital, a $1.8 million fall in revenue; and theance of South Australian companies and Government
Royal Adelaide Hospital, a $3.1 million fall in revenue. agencies.

| emphasise that the key component of a public hospital's The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | would like to thank the
revenue is the privately-insured patients. They are beingiember for Newland for the question. She is certainly right
driven in droves from private health insurance, and thén suggesting that there is a considerable amount of public
Federal Minister for Health refuses to acknowledge thignterest in the environmental performance of private com-
matter. She refuses to acknowledge that, despite the fact thzanies and of Government agencies. That is being recognised
her own officials have said that it is costing every taxpayeimore and more. It is because of that that we are moving to
in South Australia $27 million. It is actually time that the establish an environmental monitoring database. It is being
Commonwealth addressed these matters, that it stoppgdepared by the Environment Protection Authority, using the
passing the buck, that it actually cooperated with the Statdatest in information technology. In fact, we will put South
in doing something or other to ensure that the number ofustralia right up front in this area.
privately insured patients increases so that the burden on the The database will provide valuable information that is
public taxpayer decreases. | have to say that the preseatailable to the public, and it is particularly important that
Federal Labor Government has given no indication that thahat should be the case through the GIS system. It will not
will happen. Perhaps if we are to see the public hospitabnly document soil, air, water and marine pollution sources
system supported in this fashion we will have to see achangen a geographic base but also provide background

in Federal Government. information, trends and photographic information. For
example, it will provide monitoring details of industrial,
OFF BALANCE SHEET OBLIGATIONS stormwater and effluent discharge into the sea, and that is

particularly important with the onset of the 25 March 2001

Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Following the Auditor- deadline, by which time all environmentally harmful effects
General’s revelation that by 1998 we will have run up offmust be eliminated from discharges into marine and river
balance sheet obligations and liabilities to the private sectasnvironments. It is something that this Government is very
worth $240 million, will the Treasurer disclose precise detailskeen to see happen.
of these transactions, and will he ensure that this information This system will be useful in monitoring the benefits of
and the full cost of this is in future budget papers? environment improvement programs being undertaken

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The Auditor-General has throughout the State, particularly by private companies, and
reflected upon a decision such that, if we wish to financet will also be able to identify trouble spots in locations where
public works off balance, there will have to be properparticular emphasis should be placed. Itis important that the
accounting. | assure the House that there will be total anGovernment be provided with this information. The infor-
proper accounting for those items. There is not a difficultymation that will be provided will come from a database that
there. In the same context, | would like to mention that wewill put South Australia right up front in this area. | am
reduced the liabilities of Government by $6.5 billion in this delighted with the progress that is being made by the EPA in
last financial year, and | know the Opposition has not beerhis area.
talking about that either. We can be assured that, if indeed

there is a problem with any of the issues raised by the ABORIGINAL DEATHS IN CUSTODY
Auditor-General as far as accounting is concerned, there will . .
not be any problem: it will be properly accounted for. Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Will the Premier demand, once

The issue for Government is to not finance all the workand for all, that his Ministers, in particular the Minister for
itself, because it is not necessarily the most efficient providefForrectional Services and his officers, comply fully with
of those services or the financing thereof. The Governmeriecommendations 122 to 187 of the Royal Commission into
has made no secret of the fact that there are ways in which tifooriginal Deaths in Custody? In March this year, and
community itself or the recipients of the service should beragically again yesterday, Aboriginal persons have died in
active participants and that financing should come from othegustody at the Port Augusta prison. On the first occasion, the
areas. Those matters are being explored, as are the chang€$son, despite having a history of acute mental illness, was
of accounting standard and the issues that are being raised I§ft in his cell alone, without having taken his medication,
the Auditor-General. | can assure the honourable member th@tith permission having been refused for him to seedgs
it is a matter that is being scrutinised very carefully at thefacto wife and with his belt left on. With regard to
moment. We intend to make sure that the capital workyesterday’s tragedy, all the facts are yet to emerge, but it has
program and that some areas which we believe are necess&§en reported that the victim was left with a mirror in his
infrastructure for the State but which are not necessarilfp0SSession.
needed to be provided by Government are properly accounted The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Both these cases are subject

for, and the House will be provided with the detail. to a coronial inquiry and it is inappropriate to comment
further as a result of that. | made statements to the media this
ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION morning believing, incorrectly, that there was a mirror on the

wall, but that appears not to be the case at all. If there are
Mrs KOTZ (Newland): Will the Minister for the mirrors on the wall, they are stainless steel metal mirrors:
Environment and Natural Resources say what steps are beittgere was not a glass based mirror on the wall. At this stage
taken to document locations of pollution in South Australia,it appears that the prisoner managed to smuggle in a piece of
and will this information be available to the public? Constitu-glass from a broken jar, which he hid upon entering the cell.
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The claim by the honourable member appears to be incorreatjith the tenants and every attempt will be made to assist them

given my advice so far, but the Coroner is investigating bothio move to appropriate housing of their choice.

matters and | think we should wait until the coronial in-  That is made perfectly clear in this policy. | believe that

quiry— the policy will better define the rights, entittements and
Mr Quirke interjecting: responsibilities of tenants. The Housing Trust Board is

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It could well be that all the  S€€king comment from a number of community organisations
recommendations of the Royal Commission were complied"d tenant groups. These people have a tremendous amount

with in the recent case. We should wait until the finding of0f expertise and input—and this is a very important time to
the coronial inquiry has been handed down. have input. Following receipt and consideration of these
responses, the policy will then be finalised.

Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): The issue that | wish to
raise this afternoon relates to restricted services to mystery
bus tours which emanate from the St Agnes bus depot. | wish
to make clear to the Minister for Transport that these tours

GRIEVANCE DEBATE have vast community support and do not cost the Government
) ) - any money. In fact, they provide the public with a wonderful
Hozgg ﬁgggﬁg\%&k;questlon before the Chair is that the service, one which many in the community could not
) otherwise afford. Many of our aged citizens, in particular,

enjoy these tours, and | understand that the age of people who

(;V" tIF]ECt']‘G%TT ,(_l'ja”tsfn): tln ye(zistetrﬁay iA'?vertlser . use the service ranges up to 90 or more years. Many interstate
underthe heéading "Trust ienants under thréat, It was reporegq;, s 5150 use these services as do senior citizens organisa-

that 1 400 Housing Trust tenants could be evicted to makg, s o 16und the State. Tours are run on a weekly basis with

way for a private housing development. That is a verya}n average of 80 to 120 passengers.

mischievous piece of reporting. The development in severa These buses would not otherwise be utilised—often they

Wresatlfemh gug.‘:]rb.sn"’]}.m;sstobciggtlfnz br?tgerrEg(;;rﬁgkglct ar.}EJst sit in the depot—so not only do they provide an excellent
priv using in five subu W Ut Wik arvice to the community at an affordable price ($8.50 for a

involve .the demolition and reconstruction of run-dpwn bus tour is quite reasonable and within the means of people
houses in the area. | am very concerned about the article

IC'€ Rith a restricted income) but patrons are also provided with
the western area. There are numerous tenants in the electorr‘131 meal at a reasonable rate, and 2ome income, albeit s_mall,
of Hanson Whorﬁ | constantly have to reassure ?st%ener_ate(_i for TransAdeIalde_. That_ls the important thing:
y - A the service is not run at a loss, it provides some income and,
I have read the proposed relocation policy of the Southnore importantly, it provides a service for our aged citizens,
Australian Housing Trust, which aims to balance the needg, particular. Many elderly people do not have the means or
of tenants with the trust’s resp(_)nsibility to provide appro_pri-the transport to enjoy a day’s outing. Mystery tours provide
ate housing for those in housing need, to use the availabi§em with that opportunity, and for many that is perhaps the
resources efficiently and to protect the value of its assets. Bnly way of making friends or enjoying the company of other
ensures that tenants are consulted about their housir&ome_
preferences and needs and aims to minimise financial costs These tours are very educational and well presented. The
incurred by the tenant and the trust. The policy is in line withyyjers have committed themselves to seeking out the history
the Commonwealth-State Housing Agreement which statesy |ocal Hills towns and surrounding areas. How many people
that tenants have a right of security of tenure and if requireg,g g know, for instance, that the Sawyers Arms Hotel at
to move are given a choice of dwellings and locations Whic'trafers, which opened in 1939, was reputedly used by
meet their specific needs. bushrangers who bailed up travellers, or that the Pikes
The policy explains that tenants will not be required toBrewery built in 1886 went into soft drink manufacturing
move if the proposed relocation is not essential. Forciblgvhen its brewing activities were banned after a virus was
relocation is a last resort and will be used only in extremejiscovered in the brewers’ yeast? There are many more such
circumstances. Tragically, that has happened on rare occgdes about our Hills country towns. As a result of the new
sions. In the proposed policy, the South Australian Housingestriction that has been placed upon these mystery tours, they
Trust will meet relocation costs for electricity, gas andare now unable to go into country areas; in fact, from the St
telephone connection; mail redirection; removal; andagnes depot they cannot go a few hundred yards up the road
compensation for improvements made to the originato Newman’s Nursery as that is also restricted.
dwelling. These tours do not take business away from private
All tenants affected by relocation, including significant operators because the people who participate could not afford
loss of yard space, will have the following choices: locationthe cost of some of the private companies. So, | am at a loss
of alternative housing; housing types; and short-term, longat this stage to understand why this restriction has been
term or move back relocation. The trust will continue toplaced upon them. There is another side to this as well. Many
negotiate compensation with tenants forimprovements to thef our country businesses are now losing income that was
original housing in regard to carports and pergolas. The trugtenerated through these tours. Country pubs provided meals
pays compensation at the current value of the tenancst an affordable rate and employed additional staff for the
improvements as determined by an independent valueday. They and other small businesses have lost income from
Alternatively, the trust may provide the improvement in thedoor sales, and I think that perhaps the Toy Factory would be
permanent relocation or redeveloped housing, and | refer tm that position as well. The real question is: what is wrong
things such as security doors and carpets. The proposedth providing a service to the community, even one that is
policy indicates that there will be considerable consultatiora little out of the norm? | congratulate the initiative of the
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staff of the St Agnes bus depot for having had the foresighimmediately after the celebrity challenge and will include the
to provide a service that keeps costs within the range of ow-Room-Ba Parade, flag drops and a flag display, with
elderly citizens and those on a low income, and | condemi@5 000 hand-held flags. The concert after the race will feature
the Government for taking away or restricting that servicethe international rock band Bon Jovi. The grande finale, the
The restrictions will now mean that most tours will be in Sensational Adelaide last blast fireworks display, will be
built-up areas and the participants will not be able to enjoystaged immediately after the concert and will be synchronised
some of our wonderful and picturesque Hills country areasto music.
One could be called cynical for wondering why this has come These are just some of the macro-activities planned to be
about. | ask the following question: will we at some stage instaged on and off the track during the Grand Prix. In addition,
the not too distant future hear that this service is to behrough the South Australian Tourism Commission, Sensa-
tendered out? tional Adelaide banners and a plethora of other souvenirs will
be displayed around Adelaide. | believe this will add to the
Mr LEWIS (Ridley): The final Australian Formula One festive atmosphere in a fantastic way. All hotels and other
Grand Prix in Adelaide is a matter of only a few weeks awayaccommodation facilities are being issued with the tourist
Itis the last of these events to be staged here since we beggformation kits. All concierge staff at major city hotels will
11 years ago. A fantastic multi-macro entertainment agendge given detailed briefings on those kits between now and the
has been developed by the Grand Prix Office and th&rand Prix to help deal with tourists and their queries. This
Sensational Adelaide Office of the South Australian Tourisms all part of the comprehensive program to ensure that this
Commission, and | think we should pay tribute to theeventis special for South Australia. It will be the biggest, the
enormous effort that has been put in not only this year but lagfest and the most memorable Grand Prix, | am sure. |
year and at earlier times during the course of this Governmefongratulate anyone and everyone who has been in any way
by Michael Gleeson of the Tourism Commission, who headeghyolved.
it up, and Ann Ruston from the Minister’s office, who has
worked with him very closely. Mr BASS (Florey): First, | would like to mention a letter
I wish to let members know of the fantastic program thatthat has been circulated in my electorate. It states: ‘An
has been arranged for this week. On 28 October, the Sensigportant message from Mike Rann MP State Labor Leader’,
tional Adelaide Dinner in the Pits will be held. That meansand it is titled ‘Privatisation of your water?’ Th@xford
literally the pits where we service the cars and not to théictionary defines the word ‘privatise’ as follows:
bottom or the dregs. A number of garages will be converted 5ol (oublic property) to commercial interests.

into a huge food fair area with cafes offering tastings from "
Australia and other Grand Prix host nations. The highlight off e Leader of the Opposition can show me where we have

the night will be the Scalectrix Challenge. The ChanneISOId or privatised Water,.IWiII be very surprised. Ifthe Legder
9/City of Adelaide/Japanese Grand Prix family fun day will Péddles any more of this garbage, he will be dealing with an
be held on the following day. So, there will be something fordntruth. I will send him a copy of what | have said, and
everyone on that weekend. Not much further down the tracR€rhaps | will also send him a copy of theford Dictionary
closer to our own event comes the 3 November Sensationdihe persists with this absolute balderdash, he will be dealing
Adelaide taxi promotion supported by 5AA. Information kits N untruths. I would now like to speak about—
will be provided to taxi companies, and over the ensuing few Members interjecting:
days the details contained in those kits can be given to The SPEAKER: Order!
visitors to enable them to enjoy themselves even more while Mr BASS: —another lot of rubbish the Labor Party is
they are here for the Grand Prix. They will know what is on,circulating in the western suburbs about the Queen Elizabeth
how to get there and where to go. Hospital. It keeps referring to Modbury Hospital. The Labor
On 5 November, there will be the Sensational AdelaiddParty says, ‘Itis a disaster. Don't let them do it down here.’
Grand Prix Open Day in the East End of the city with the East.et me tell the House about Modbury Hospital. The campaign
End Wine and Food Fair. The South Australian wine region®f misinformation about Modbury Hospital being waged by
will offer a taste of South Australia to complement thethe Opposition is now being circulated in the western
catering offered by restaurants in that precinct. TransAdelaideuburbs. However, | point out that Modbury Hospital is
buses will transfer patrons between the East End and all th&orking very well.
on-track facilities. On Thursday 9 November, the Sensational The State Director of Healthscope, Mr Greg Johnson, and
Adelaide SA Great Grand Prix breakfast will be held at thethe Chairman of the Modbury Public Hospital Board, Mr Jim
Grand Prix Club on the track. Jackie Stewart will be the guesBelth, have both publicly condemned the misinformation
speaker and Ken Cunningham will be the MC. campaign and will continue to do so because, as the Director
On Thursday there will also be the Sensationalof Medical Services at Modbury, Dr Geoffrey Williamson,
Adelaide/Telstra Mobile Net celebrity challenge cocktailpointed out, this sort of misinformation campaign by the
party at the Adelaide Casino. On Friday 10 November ther©pposition and its supporters could cost people their lives.
will be the Channel 9 Sensational Adelaide Friday nightThis is particularly true of allegations that Modbury's
variety show. That will be a fantastic concert staged on themergency service has reduced operations to the same extent
CBC oval. The set up for this concert will be of an inter- as under public management. That is totally false: there has
national standard with full concert lighting and production,been no change.
all the bells, lights and levers that you can imagine. The The allegation that ambulances are bypassing Modbury
concert will feature popular Australian acts with special guesand taking patients to the QEH is also totally false. In fact,
comperes. fewer ambulances have taken patients from the Modbury area
Sunday 12 November will be the big day, with theto the QEH under Healthscope than they did under public
Sensational Adelaide Celebrity Challenge featuring 2Imanagement. The number of emergency patients taken by
celebrity drivers. The Pit Straight Spectacular will beginambulances and treated at Modbury Hospital under
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Healthscope has increased. Allegations that the x-rafinds the job too hard, it should resign and let those of us who
department of Modbury Public Hospital no longer operatesre only too willing take over the reins of Government. It is
24 hours a day are false because the x-ray department nevet unreasonable for the public of South Australia to demand
operated 24 hours a day. The department continues to operatitheir own State Government that water be provided by the
under its system of having staff on call from midnight to 8 State to its citizens on a cost basis equally shared, no matter
a.m. where they live, and not to be run for private profit.

Allegations that the police can no longer admit mentally-  The Minister for Infrastructure is quite happy not to check
ill patients after 8 p.m. are incorrect. Police could never admithe remuneration levels of the executives of these private
mentally-ill patients to that type of hospital. It is totally water companies which will be running our water supplies.
untrue that the hospital no longer provides artificial ventila-They will not be subject to parliamentary scrutiny and they
tion. Services have not diminished at Modbury: in many waysan pay whatever they like. We know from North-West
they have been enhanced. Services such as ENT, surgeWater that they do pay whatever they like to their chief
radiology, hospice care and anaesthesia have all be@xecutives and Chairman. The Chairman’s remuneration is
expanded. More patients are being seen—400 more than @bout $750 000 per annum, but that does not seem to be of
the same period under public management. An independeaty concern to the Minister for Infrastructure. His attitude
audit has shown that there have been no significant changesems to be,‘Let them pay whatever they like, because it
in the types of operations and procedures performed aton’t bother us.’ That defies certain basic laws of economics.
Modbury since Healthscope took over. The pricing structure also has to take into account the wages

There have been no significant changes in the admissicand salaries of employees, senior executives and directors of
or re-admission rates or in out-patient attendances. Modbutjose institutions. Itis not a question of saying that the water
is performing fabulously. We have not heard the managememompanies can pay whatever they like to these people,
of Modbury complaining about budget cuts because itdecause it has a direct bearing on the pricing structure of the
budget is already way below that which the rest of the publiservice they provide to South Australians.
sector is paid; it always will be because that is part of the The backbenchers, particularly the oncers, are only too
contract. Modbury Public Hospital is a credit to everyonewell aware of the unpopularity of the Government's bid with
involved, and the Labor Party’s campaign is being shown upespect to water. It does not matter how much the Minister for
for what it is every day as more and more residents treated &tfrastructure tries to rationalise it: the punters do not believe
the hospital find out for themselves what an excellent joht, and they are very wise in coming to that conclusion. The
Healthscope is doing, and what a heap of lies they are beimncers—
asked to swallow by the Opposition. Mr Condous interjecting:

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): The member for

Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Mr  Colton is out of order.
Speaker, before | begin, | would ask that the honourable Mr CLARKE: —who include the member for Colton—
member withdraw his reference to the Opposition telling lieswill pay a very high personal and political cost at the next

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Florey was not election. If we were just interested in Party politics, we would
referring directly to an individual member and therefore heencourage the Government to go ahead with the privatisation
is not out of order. It is not a course of action the Chair wouldof water and public hospitals, because we will reap the
encourage; and it is not a course of action that the Chaisolitical dividends at the next election. Unfortunately, we also
thinks is wise. The Chair is of the view that those sorts ofcare about the State.
comments are better not said. Other terms should be used. The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable

Mr CLARKE: A political Party always knows it is member's time has expired. The member for Frome.
striking home on its opponent when it starts squealing like a
stuck pig. With respect to the issues of privatisation of our Mr KERIN (Frome): Today | wish to talk about an
water supply and hospitals it is interesting to note that thexciting initiative in Port Pirie. First, | should like to thank
Government is trying desperately to patch up a very poor Plhe Premier and several of his Ministers for again visiting
job. The Government’s problem is that the ordinary citizend?ort Pirie on Friday. This Cabinet has shown much greater
of this State understand the issues at heart. They may m®mmitment to Port Pirie and the surrounding region than the
prepared to tolerate the sale of the Pipelines Authority anthst Government and probably any Government for a long
they may be prepared and happy enough to see the sale ofime. The constant flow of Ministers to the electorate has
bank, an insurance company, or some other type of commeleen indicative of their interest in the area. Last Friday Port
cial activity with which the Government has been involved;Pirie was well and truly ‘Liberalised’ as in excess of 200
however, the general citizenry not only of this State but othedelegates from the Liberal Party’s Rural Women’s and State
Australian States want to know the essential terms of offic€€ouncils converged on the Pasminco-BHAS community
of its State Government, and they want to know the reasondub—a good Liberal institution—for meetings. Yet again,
for having a Parliament. that is a substantial example of the commitment of this

A Federal Parliament’s first and foremost duty is toLiberal Government and Party to the region. The motels,
provide for the security and protection of the nation and itdhotels and other businesses in the city benefited from the trip.
citizens. The State Government’s prime responsibility, surely, thank those people who came and the people of Port Pirie
is the provision of public health; the provision of a goodfor making them so welcome.
public education system; and providing publicly-owned water Those attending heard details of the commitment which
and sewerage facilities. It is about publicly-owned institu-Pasminco-BHAS has recently made to its Port Pirie smelter,
tions, such as public transport, because they relate to acceasid hence the city. Pasminco-BHAS has gone through
equity and social justice. If this Government does not wantlifficult times in recent years. In efforts to become world
to govern and hands over all the levers of power that a Stampetitive, it has needed to rationalise its work force and
Government exercises on behalf of its citizens because libok at how it has conducted operations at the smelter. Since
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1967 a substantial percentage of the material input for the The Hon. D.S. BAKER: | move:

zinc plant has come from the retreatment of the granulated That this Bill be now read a second time.

slag which was previously dumped on the site. It wad seek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
expected that by the year 2001 this dump would be exhausith Hansardwithout my reading it.

ed, raising doubt about the future viability of the zinc Leave granted.

operation at Port Pirie, which is one of the important This Bill will amend theGas Act 1988

operations on the site. The Gas Act was enacted to regulate the supply of gas to the

; _ ; .. State and to provide for the formation of SAGASCO Holdings
Concu.rrgntly, Pa.s'.m'”co. EZ, at Glenorchy in Tasmania, imited. The Act subsumed the South Australian Gas Company into
faced a difficult decision. Since 1973 Pasminco Metals-EZSAGASCO Holdings Limited and vested the shares in the South
has disposed of jarosite waste by ocean dumping off thaustralian Oil and Gas Corporation (SAOG) into SAGASCO
continental shelf in an area approximately 100 kilometregloldings. SAOG was wholly owned by the Pipelines Authority of

_ ; outh Australia (PASA).
south-east of Hobart. Due to a commitment to the Feder A significant portion of the Act relates specifically to the

Government, it has to cease dumping in the ocean by,norate restructuring and corporate regulation of the holding
December 1997. Pasminco has now decided to change tiémpany. In particular, the Act provides for the transfer of assets
process at Glenorchy so that parageothite will replace jarosifeom SAOG to the holding company, the transfer of employees,
as the biproduct. Hence, it will ship between 120 000 andestrictions on share dealings, profit control and restrictions on
160 000 tonnes of para éothite to Port Pirie. This will havedealings by the utllity company.
Of parag ; : ) In October 1993, the Government sold its interests in SAGASCO

enormous benefits for South Australia and Port Pirie. Holdings Limited to Boral Ltd. and in June 1995 sold the Pipelines

Having made this decision, Pasminco-BHAS has anAutggﬁg?/ Lt?dﬂiar\]/getgoke?]aos\'/er those activities previously undertaken
nounced a major capital !nvestment program which has be% SAGASCO Holdings Limited which is now dormant. Regulatory
a great boost to the confidence of Port Pirie. The announce@ntrols over SAGASCO Holdings Limited are no longer relevant.
major capital works for the Port Pirie smelter amount to  The Bill removes from the Gas Act references to SAGASCO
$51.4 million over the next three years. Some $21.3 milliorHoldings Limited and corporate regulation of the South Australian

; HPeH ; as Company.

WPI1” behSpdent f?'n rl]i)l'Jlldlng a %Iant storage Shed'on thgllv;/]har@ In summary, the amendments proposed reflect the changes in the
This shed, which is currently under construction, will havesqth australian gas industry over the past two years.
a storage capacity of 50 000 tonnes. It will also have enor- | commend the Bill to Honourable Members.
mous environmental benefits for Port Pirie and its present and Explanation of Clauses
future inhabitants. Also, $10.6 million will be spent on a _,_Clause 1: Shorttitle

. . his clause is formal.
wharf crane with a 900 tonnes per hour unloading rate and & Clause 2: Amendment of s. 4—lInterpretation

conveyor to the shed. In addition, there will be considerable: is proposed to amend section 4 by deleting the definitions of words
upgrading of the cinder plant, the cadmium plant, the arseniand phrases that are obsolete as a result either of the amendments

plant, the slag fume bag house and the oxygen plant, witAroposed in this Bill or of amendments previously made to the

: o principal Act.
benefits to workers from better conditions. Clause 3: Amendment of s. 8—Duty to supply information

This initiative by Pasminco-BHAS will have enormous It is proposed to insert a new subsection (4) to provide for a
benefits for Port Pirie. Obviously, the extra 120 000 todefinition of ‘related body corporate’ used only in this section. (This
160 000 tonnes of material will increase the viability of thedefinition is substantially the same as the definition of ‘related

. " . . corporation’ deleted by the proposed amendments to section 4.)
port. The City of P_ort Pirie v_v|II also ben_eﬂt_from d(_evelop- Clause 4: Repeal of Part 4
ment fees and the increase in construction in the city. Theseis proposed to repeal Part 4 of the principal Act which provides for
developments will also see a major injection in the localcorporate restructuring and regulation. This Part is no longer
economy through construction moneys and other spin-offgeauired.

: : Clause 5: Repeal of schedule
such as accommodation and other money spent in the tow?he schedule contains provisions of a transitional nature. The work

These announcements have certainly been welcomed @fithese provisions has been completed and the schedule is no longer
Port Pirie. It has given much confidence that the city’s majorequired.
employer has made such a commitment to Port Pirie well into
the next century. The Pasminco-BHAS commitment is largely
due to the Port Pirie site manager, Bob Jones, and the staff of
the smelter. The work force has taken up the challenge and ADDRESS IN REPLY
lifted proquptivity. This has now been rewarded wit_h thesg Adjourned debate on motion for adoption.
latest decisions. It is hoped that @he mcre_ased confldgnce N (Continued from 28 September. Page 111.)
the future of Pasminco-BHAS will result in other business
investment in the city. Certainly, the city council and the Mr CONDOUS (Colton): | should like to pay my
Development Board are working hard to achieve developmenispects to the Governor in addressing the Government's role
locally, and they are very encouraged by Pasminco’s lateg the forthcoming session of Parliament. During the break
announcements. | watched a news program on Channel 7. It is amazing that
Channel 7 always seems to be pushing the point of view of
the Opposition so strongly. On this particular night a young
lass of about 12 or 13 years of age appeared on television,
saying that she missed 12 months of schooling because she
had tonsillitis and could not get the operation that she needed
GAS (MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL for about 12 months to two years at the Women’s and
Children’s Hospital. | felt sorry for this young girl parading
The Hon. D.S. BAKER (Minister for Mines and her cause before 200 000 viewers throughout South Australia,
Energy) obtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act to probably pushed by her mother and prompted by the Opposi-
amend the Gas Act 1988. Read a first time. tion to appear on television.

Mr CLARKE secured the adjournment of the debate.
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| was amazed to see in the paper at the weekend theot support the gaming Bill. It would never have gone
percentage of the population in South Australia comparethrough without his support. So, at 3 a.m. the then Premier
with Australia regarding private hospital cover. In 1982 theof South Australia (Hon. John Bannon) and the Attorney-
percentage of South Australians with private hospital coveGeneral (Chris Sumner) got to him in the corridors of the
was 70.6 per cent compared with the national average of 67Rarliament and exerted enormous pressure until they broke
per cent. That continued to deteriorate fairly rapidly and welown the man and he supported the Bill to enable it to go
find that some 13 years later only 34.3 per cent of Soutlthrough. Whether or not the Labor Party likes it, the imple-
Australians are on private health cover compared with thenentation of gaming machines will always be—
national average of 35 per cent. | have not heard the shadow Mr Atkinson interjecting:
Minister for Health say anything about having made represen- Mr CONDOUS: | am not saying that all of you did. | am
tation in Canberra to the Federal Health Minister to find ouhot talking about this House but about the other place.
why there is not some incentive to the general community byressure was put on one Labor member to get it through by
way of tax deductions to encourage people to go back intgne vote and the Labor Party has to accept the fact that the
private health cover. devastation going on in the community presently has been

Mr Clarke interjecting: caused by the Labor Party. It was that Party’s vote in the

Mr CONDOUS: Thatis right, you know all about it. That Upper House that allowed the Bill to go through, thereby
is why the Prime Minister has not got it. However, | bet thatbringing gaming machines into the State. We have seen
the Prime Minister's daughter would not have to wait twosomething like $2 billion gambled in the past 14 months.
years to have her tonsils removed if she had problems. She Members interjecting:
would make sure that she got the VIP treatment and got put The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!

into hospital straight away. The Minister of Health tells us  \1- coNDOUS: If the Hon. Mario Feleppa had stuck to

iGhat he believed, the Bill would not have gone through and

today that this year alone 7 685 people who use the publ
health and hospital systems dropped out of private healzg/aming machines would not have been introduced.
| rise on a point of order. The member

cover in the past 12 months. TBeinday Maiktates that of Mr ATKINSON:
four patients in the same p.Ub"C hospital using the SaMEyr Colton is canvassing debate and the outcome of votes in
dOCth' nurses, food and equipment, tlhree walked out PAYING, other place, contrary to the traditions of this place
nothing but the fourth, who was on private cover and paying The ACTIN,G SPEAKER: | do not accept the poir.n of
between $2 000 and $2 500 a year for it, was hit with a . :
doctor's bill of $1 000 plus an additional hospital bill for order but caution the member for Colton.What the member

o : - for Spence says is correct: one can comment but not canvass
zgrggjnlt g?gilThe minority are paying without any ENCOUNy hat happened in another place. The member for Colton.
One of the things concerning me at the moment is Mr CONDOUS: ltis a fact of life; it has been printed in

something that will always be attributed to the Labor Partytn€ dailies and has appeared on television: the change of vote
y the Hon. Mario Feleppa meant that we went from the

namely, the instigation and implementation of the gamin L . - . L
machines. It may be a hot topic, but if you have any feelin ossibility of defeating the Bill into the reality of passing it.
’ hat is all | will say and you fellows can live with it. Look

for the people out there, are any sort of human being an . . .
worry about the people you represent, you have to pat the suffering. Children today are going to school under-fed

concerned with the devastation going on in our community"md without proper clo'ghlng, small busmesses are suffering
with the effect of gaming machines on the family. We hearc?cross the State, pensioners are suffering—
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition get up and slag us MrAtkinson interjecting: .
during debate and say that we are divided, that we cross the Mr CONDOUS: Pensioners in your area are suffering.
floor and vote against our own Party and do all those sorts dfVelfare agencies such as the Central Mission, the Salvation
things, and that people support the Labor Party because thefémy, St Vincent de Paul and the Anglican Community
is unity there all the time and that what they see is what theypervices are having trouble raising funds. People have lost
get. enormous amounts of money. | have had cases of people
Mr ATKINSON: On a point of order, Sir, the member for l0sing entire WorkCover payouts. A woman who approached
Colton accuses the Deputy Leader, using the term ‘slag’. Th@€ at Torrensville Foodland wanted her social security
member for Colton claims that the Deputy Leader ‘slaggedMoney paid into her bank with part of it given to her as food
the Government over certain matters. | ask your ruling, Sircoupons so that she would not have the ability to spend it on
on whether the verb ‘to slag’ is parliamentary. gamlng_machlnes before she got it. That legislation made
The ACTING SPEAKER: | do not think it is unparlia-  Millionaires out of a handful of publicans.
mentary, but it is not what we would like to hear in the House | do not begrudge the publicans making money. | am
and | ask the honourable member to be conscious of that.angry because in New South Wales when its Bill was
Mr CONDOUS: We are criticised because we have theintroduced it confined gaming machines to the clubs, which
gumption to cross the floor. You have to remember that, imeant that players were receiving larger amounts of money,
you are a member of the Labor Party and it is a vote that ha@ntertainment was being put on and therefore musicians and
been taken in the Party room, there is no way you could evegntertainers were getting work and the money was circulated
cross the floor, because united we stand and divided we fafvithin the community. However, with this legislation most
We saw little Normie Foster, who had the gumption to goof the money remains with the publicans, who are making
across, sent into oblivion for having made that decision. Thignillions of dollars and are reinvesting in real estate, keeping
vote was to be a conscience vote and it passed this place aliéh their own pockets and not putting it into the community
went to the other place. One fellow for whom | have theto be spent. Itis one of the most destructive things.
utmost respect—one of the finest little gentlemen | have Members interjecting:
struck in my time—the Hon. Mario Feleppa, who has now Mr ATKINSON: On a point of order, Sir, | refer to
retired from the Parliament, made the decision that he woul@tanding Order 119, which states:
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A member may not reflect upon a vote of the House except fogo. One only has to visit Skase's development to see
the purpose of moving that the vote be rescinded. examples of tidal flushing. It involves bringing fresh water
I ask you therefore, Sir, to call upon the member for Coltorin from two kilometres out and pumping water back for
either to move that the gaming machines legislation b@nother two kilometres in order to have a continual flush of

repealed or to hold his peace. clean sea water. However, we can do something a bit smarter
The ACTING SPEAKER: There is no point of order. thanthat. As well asimplementing what has been done so far
The member for Colton can continue. involving trash racks and silt traps, we can create wetlands
Mr ATKINSON: Mr Acting Speaker, what is the basis N @ll 12 council areas from Stirling right through to West
of your ruling? Beach. It makes commonsense to do that because we live in
The ACTING SPEAKER: | do not believe that the the driest State in the driest continent, so why should we be
member for Colton is reflecting on another House. pouring thousands of megalitres of water out to sea every

s year when we should be collecting it and using it during our
edry summer months to water our recreation areas?
Adelaide City Council, with which | was involved, is a
Qrime example, because it will be creating wetlands in the
9uth parklands bounded by Goodwood Road, Greenhill
Pad and Sir Lewis Cohen Avenue. Water will be stored

Mr CONDOUS: | now wish to refer to a couple of topic
that impact on my electorate. First, | refer to the possibl
implementation of option 3 in the clean-up of the
Patawalonga. This would divert water through a man-mad
channel to West Beach. This has been an interesting matt;

because the member for Ross Smith has come to a couple uring the summer months. Instead of using fluoridised water
meetings and shown great concern for the environment. It i 9 C 9 S
TOm our reservoirs, it will use stored storm water to irrigate

a little out of character and | expect his Party might send hi e entire south parklands. That process will prevent heav

to the annual awards for the Australian Ballet Company as higetals and oIIutFe)mts from bein vF\)/ashed out topsea' the Wi|)|/

next job. That would be equally out of character as well. p 9 a. they
ettle and can be taken away later rather than being flushed

a d\;rer]rﬁsggr)tﬁzlttl?ﬁemawguﬁg %it gnr:woegt]i?] b%r:]dawgg?unral hrough to destroy our marine life. | do not believe that this
9 overnment will go through with option 3.

morning where they would talk about sludge. The Party said; Mr Clarke interjecting:

fHere is a good opportunity for us to get down there and hop Mr CONDOUS: If the Government goes through with
into the Government.’ Down they came and the Deputyy o, 3, | will start barracking for Kilburn. There are
Leader listened to the debate and wanted to have a say. Whele atives and Ministers are now starting to ask me what
no-one was doing anything, one of his candidates who m|gq ose alternatives are

run against me at the next election was in the front row. Mr Atkinson interje;:ting'

Mr Clarke: Wh_O? . _ Mr CONDOUS: | am confident. Once that is knocked on
Mr CONDOUS: | am not stating names. He was in the {he head, the Opposition will lose its impetus, because it has

front row yelling, ‘What about Ralph Clarke; what about peen 4 one policy brigade and members opposite have had
Ralph Clarke?’ The funny thing is that this person gets UpS§lothing else to support them at all.

when | suggest that th_ey are using their position as a platform apother matter | wish to refer to also concerns my
for what they are working towards. As | could understand thectorate. | have made representations to the Minister for
people of West Beach being concerned about the building ofyansport to safeguard the interests of local people regarding
this great trough and the washing of silt from the 5qqitional traffic use on Seaview Road in the event of the
Patawalonga, | quickly arranged for Ministers Wotton andaytension of Adelaide Airport runway. | have given assuran-
Oswald to meet with a deputation of about eight people frongeg that no diversions will take place until an environmental
West Beach. The deputation came in here and met togethghpact study is carried out. There should be consultation

with about 10 people employed on the project itself. In a shorfyolving the local members and the two councils concerned,

time the deputation was convinced that the Government ha@est Torrens and Henley and Grange. In the picture that

acted responsibly and that there was no danger that peoigsmpers received about the extension, a roadway is marked
would be affected. In fact, four significant issues relating to3' \which takes traffic off Tapleys Hill Road and onto

dangers to health and safety were raised, yet today all t'WIi’Iitary Road, enabling drivers to get to West Beach Road
people at West Beach who were concerned about this issUg g then to Seaview Road.

two or three months ago are now sitting back totally comfort-  The |ast thing we want is to have an additional 10 000 cars
able in the knowledge that they have been able not only t0 gefsing through the electorate, using Seaview Road as a means
an independent report but also to have an ongoing indepeng getting to Grange. | believe that, with the cooperation of
ent person reporting to them about all the work that is being,q community and the Henley and Grange council—which
undertaken. | know only too well supports me wholeheartedly in stopping
Members interjecting: any additional traffic going through the electorate—and based
Mr CONDOUS: They are totally satisfied. This is an on assurances | have had from the Minister, we will make
example of the local member working with the communitythat diversion difficult and we might have to put down humps
in a sensible manner without all the hoo-ha of politics beingyr something else to stop traffic flowing through.
involved. It is simply a matter of hand-to-hand work over-  Another matter | wish to address results from the member
coming a problem. I know that the Opposition— for Giles constantly throwing up at me that | supported the
Mr Ashenden: They don’t want to overcome it. Myer-Remm development. | was a good Lord Mayor to
Mr CONDOUS: They are hoping for option 3 to go Premier Bannon and supported him when he wanted develop-
ahead. They believe it is a certainty and the Opposition hament in my city. The Premier told me that he wanted to get
based its whole campaign for the next election on Condouapproval for the Myer-Remm development. | played my role
being knocked off because option 3 will go ahead. | believeas Lord Mayor in getting my members on side to approve it
I am not a bad lobbyist and | believe | have a good chance adnd it was the same role that Henry Ninio as Lord Mayor
convincing the entire Cabinet that option 3 is not the way tglayed in giving an assurance to Premier Dean Brown which
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resulted in approval for the medical centre and car park at theas deposited into our State Bank by hundreds of thousands
East End Market location. of South Australians.
The point is this: | met Mr Michael Brown from Remm The loss in the centre has already been accounted for in

when the development was going on in Brisbane in aboufhe former State Bank losses and is covered by the
1989. | visited Brisbane and came back and said to th&overnment’s $3.1 billion indemnity. However, South
Premier that | had concerns because | felt that the man lackéistralians continue to pay for that disastrous venture, and
substance. Recent comments by the member for Giles and t& are still paying more than $700 million a year in interest
member for Playford about the sale of the Myer-Remmcosts on the State debt. The blame for the Remm project
Centre for $151 million to Intro International Limited are a debacle can be sheeted home directly to the former Premier
pathetic attempt to rewrite history, but worse than that thénd the former Government. The Labor Government of the
comments expose the Opposition’s refusal to acknowledg@dy was desperate to push through the huge development
the monumental mistakes that were made when Labor was ihen no-one else in the world was interested or prepared to
government. That means it could happen all over again, finance it. They were driven by ego—a desire to erect a
Labor ever had the chance to control this State’s financeg§lonument to themselves.

No-one will ever ask them to write a book on budgeting and  The project became a symbol of the massive financial
running funds. burden imposed on the South Australian taxpayers through

To save the member for Playford from further embarrassth® mismanagement of the former Government. Had | been
ment, let me remind him and his colleagues of the facts? member of the Government that made that decision, | would

There were concerns and doubts about the project’s commet2ve done the right and decent thing and resigned from this
cial viability from the very beginning, and the Labor Govern- Parliament. Not only that, | would have moved from the State

ment of the day knew from the very beginning that there wer@f SOuth Australia, because | would have been too ashamed
jo walk around the State knowing that | was part of a

serious questions about its viability. The State Bank Roya! - )
Commission found that the State Bank Board’s decision i;zovernment that made a decision that turned this whole State
into a debacle.

1988 to undertake the Remm project was ‘not made on valitf’
Let us look at the performance of the last Government

commercial grounds’. The royal commission report states: h :
over that 11 years. When Premier Bannon came into power

The participation of the Government in the Remm project reflect ; ;
explicitly that by now the relationship between the bank and th §n3010982|’|. the Inter.esth payhments of th'? State totallgd
Government was really very different from the claimed independ- million a year: when he went out of government in
ence of the bank. December 1993, the interest payments of this State were

The board was anxious to please the Government to the exte®900 million. | can assure members that | will never let my
that it aimost suspended commercial responsibility in supporting @lectorate forget the disasters of that era. | would simply like

project that was demonstrably too finely balanced to be safe angh say one thing: | believe that in future we must be account-
sound. The magnitude of risk in this case should have been seen

the time to be too risky and an unjustifiable use of what were, ing_ISIe for every cent. | do r_‘Ot believe that we ShOU|d_ b_e_ any
essence, public funds. different from a board of directors who have responsibilities.

If we make mistakes, we should pay for them. If it is not
rboing to be in monetary terms, we should at least be sacked
Tsfrom the Government. That is what | honestly believe.
a5 1 1 Vi1 P ey GOesIO. osopen it ke s s o Aonsrocs e
able and, indeed, Wa_s questioned from the start. should leave and do the honourable thing of at least admitting

The Myer Centre finally opened in June 1991—almost @hey have made a mistake. But, no: people still sit on the
year late—with a total development cost of $557 million, andopposition benches having been part of that.

involving some of the greatest rorts by individuals. | believe vy Brindal interjecting:
that literally hundreds of people who worked on the project iy CONDOUS: There are very few. But even then |
are still on WorkCover. By March 1992, the value of the thjnk they should have left as well.
centre had been written down to $305 million; by June 1992,
$290 million; by June 1993, $205 million; and by June 1994, Mrs HALL (Coles): In speaking to the motion for the
$155 million. By 30 June 1995, the total legal debt on theadoption of the Address in Reply, | take the opportunity to
project, including holding and interest costs, amounted te@ongratulate the Government for facing the enormous debt
$1.066 billion—more than $1 000 million dollars. The created by the previous Bannon and Arnold Labor Govern-
taxpayers’ loss on this project after the sale is abouiments and for taking action to reduce the negative effects on
$900 million. future budgets.

The member for Giles said that | encouraged the develop- An honourable member interjecting:

ment. | did not even know that the development was to be Mrs HALL: Quite right! | personally congratulated him.
approved. Along with members of the public, | heard itHowever, today | refer to three issues that impact either on
reported on the radio and the TV, and saw it in the press thihe whole of the South Australian community or on my
following morning. The Premier did not even ring me to tell electorate of Coles in particular. They are poker machines,
me that a decision had been made that the Governmengcal government reform and intelligent pigs. As the debate
through the State Bank, would finance that project. And lon gambling and the evils or otherwise of poker machines
warned the Premier that the people involved did not haveontinues to gather apace, it is worth noting the obvious:
substance. Michael Brown was a fly-by-nighter. In fact, mygaming machines in South Australia are legal and they are
exact words to the Premier were, ‘Be careful; the only thinghere to stay.
this bloke’s not wearing is his white shoes’, because he was Enabling legislation was passed by the South Australian
from Queensland. They were the sorts of people with whonfParliament in 1992, under the previous Labor Government,
we were dealing and to whom we were lending money thaand it was supported by a majority of members from both

The bottom line, as evidenced in the royal commissio
findings, is that the project was beset with difficulties fro
the start. The most telling factor in this whole disastro
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sides of politics. A year’s operation has revealed amazingctivity, we do need to know what is spent, and in this regard
public acceptance of poker machines, and we can now alhe reference to turnover can be very misleading. Last year’s
enjoy the perfect vision provided by hindsight. | am not suregurnover was $1.49 billion, and it is probably taken by many

whether | would have supported the legislation and, two yearsbservers and critics as what South Australians spent on
down the track, that view is not relevant, anyway. Howeverpoker machines. This is not so.

I'am concerned that the current public discussion about poker Figures provided by the Hotels Association show that
machines should be conducted on the best availablgctual gaming expenditure was $187 million. Because a great
information. o ) __ deal of money is returned to a player during the time spent at

I'have no doubt that the major increase in gambling inthe machines, this becomes $1.49 billion—on average, $10
South Australia is a direct result of the introduction of pokerof expenditure by $79 worth of games. That $10 represents
machines and that easier access to gambling causes difficictual expenditure and the $79 represents turnover. Whilst
ties for a minority of people. There is also a heavy responsig187 million is a most significant figure, it paints a very
bility on Government to administer wisely laws designed togitferent picture from the popularly accepted measure of
clamp down on any criminal activities, to protect those whopoker machine financial implications.

do not want to gamble when gambling is an overt intrusion Last year South Australians, per adult, spent $3.24 per

into their life, and to maintain a proper balance betweer\INeek on gaming machines, $1.58 on lottery products, $1.43

patrons, the industry and Governmentin disbursing turnovef, tag and racing products and $2.01 at the Casino. Eighty-
receipts. six per cent of the public were involved in some form of
Itis also incumbent on Government to ensure that fundy nhjing that produced these rather amazing statistics.
are available to rehabilitate those individuals who ar hirty-five per cent of the public played poker machines. Of
addlctgd to gambling. An article in thedvertiserof today . this sector—that is, the 35 per cent—63 per cent play once
regarding th_e overload on the resources (_)f the Salvatlogvery few months, ;10 per cent play for fun, 24 per cent play
Army underlines that need. So many of their clients are ag, o jajising, 12 per cent for participation with friends and
unhappy residue of our gambling instincts that we all know , per cent for entertainment. The machines are here to stay
so much about. The help that they need should come fron) §he public overwhelmingly approve them. Any regulating

gambling revenues. | am delighted that the Government i o o res undertaken by this Parliament must recognise this
looking at all forms of gambling habits and not just gamingggiaplished fact.

hines. Th inquiri i h - . -
machines. The two inquiiries being conducted by the Govern Figures provided to me indicate that after 12 months of

ment are important, because the result will be invaluable in ion in South A liath v 609 I q
formulating the rehabilitation and preventive programs of the?Peration Iin South Australia there are currently 603 license
future otels in South Australia, 5 783 machines operating in 234

' hotels, 1 101 machines operating in 54 clubs, and 637

Announced by the Minister for Family and Community X ; A i
Services, a study will be funded by the Gamblers Rehabilitamachines operating under 23 general facility licences: a total

tion Fund to look at gambling habits across all codes—th&' 7 Sil maqhinlta;é40;5the $187 million Orf‘ ac(t;ual public
greyhounds, trots, gallops, footypunt, lotteries, the pools, X€XPenditure in 1994-95 on machines, this Government
Lotto, bingo, the Casino and gambling machines. This stud§©!lected $63 million, leaving a gross figure of $124 million
will complement the inquiry specifically focused on the 1oF the industry. This figure obviously provides some

impact of gaming machines in South Australia announced b andsome profits for a number of ho_tels and .clubs aswell as
the Premier in late August. That inquiry is assessing th ome useful sustenance for the minor businesses that are

impact of pokies on the demands for help from welfareSMaller players in that scene.

agencies, fundraising by charities and community welfare You may ask how the industry has faced its responsibili-
groups, and small business. It has received submissions frofi§s. Apart from an estimated 3 000 new jobs and the financial
business, charities, community service groups and the publi@nd building opportunities, South Australia’s clubs and hotels
and it must report by the end of this month. have allocated $2.5 million to the Gamblers’ Rehabilitation
An interesting article in this weekBulletin scans the Fund. This compares most favourably at $1.80 in South
problems of gambling in Australia and across the worldAustralia per adult with 42¢ in Queensland and 30.6¢ in
Aptly titled ‘Fools Gold’, it makes the point that no country Victoria; and New South Wales has no allocation at all. In
can withstand the pressure for gambling facilities. Britain, thedddition, last year our pubs and clubs donated $5.56 million
last western industrialised country to do so, introduced a ne#® charities and $2.8 million in goods.
national lottery last November. There is a warning in the | do not quote these figures with any particular advocacy
article that states: for the industry. However, | believe that the current debate
Governments get into the gambling business because they'&hould be conducted on facts and not on emotion alone.
hungry for revenue but too chicken to raise taxes. They may findinterestingly, a seminar is being held in Adelaide today.
however, that they let loose an appetite that's hard to control.  Representatives from hotels, clubs and welfare agencies are
In the United States, Government gambling taxes now exceedeeting to identify and review current codes for responsible
$16 billion. The ultimate uncontrollable schemes are nowgaming. This seminar is being sponsored—commendably, |
playing on the Internet, complete with cyber-croupiers, nanight add—by the South Australian branch of the Australian
less. Where will it all end? | do not want poker machines inHotels’ Association. | repeat what | said a few moments ago:
shopping malls, so let us at least hold the line there— poker machines are here to stay, and it is better that they are
Mr Kerin: Or kindies. run by a prosperous and cooperative industry that can provide
Mrs HALL: —or kindies—and keep them in clubs and what patrons want rather than one that might otherwise
pubs. It is in those facilities that so many South Australian®perate in sub-standard conditions. On this basis, | look
enjoy the machines and, in doing so, provide the financialorward to the reports from the two inquiries now under way
backstop for those clubs and pubs and, | might add, signifias a guide to the intended future directions of this new and
cant Government revenue. In measuring the extent of thisther volatile industry.



Tuesday 10 October 1995 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 133

From gambling | would like to turn to local government | now refer briefly to the continuing saga of water supply
reform. | am pleased that the Government is proceeding withn the district of Coles known in ‘waterspeak’ as the north-
reform and restructuring in this most important area. Thigast quadrant. In no way do | wish to tempt fate but | must go
subject can be approached from several points of view. Thei@n record as saying that there has been peace, if not at last
are those enthusiasts among us who would bang together ttieen at least, for an enjoyable period of time in this area on
heads of recalcitrant councils, forcing amalgamations strictlfhe water main situation that has received so much media
on an efficiency and financial basis. There are others, whattention over the previous few years. The fact that no major
from a different perspective would want amalgamations tdursts have occurred in the past few months does not mean
proceed only on a totally voluntary basis with a hands-offpeace in our time, but it certainly is a delightful respite from
position from the State Government. This view, | might add the turmoil of high pressure water jets gushing from a
has been around for several decades. | am pro amalgamatiatemaged main.
and reform when the major indicators clearly show that this However, further from this current happy quiescent state,
is beneficial to ratepayers and the State in general. a certain amount of humour and interest has crept into the

For this reason, | am pleased that the Governor’s speecitene and the debate concerning ‘intelligent pigs’. | assure the
outlined proposed legislation to facilitate voluntary councilHouse that these are not the ‘pigs might fly’ variety but are
mergers and structural reform. | am pleased that this reforneally a new development in technology for the internal
will take place in Parliament this year and that the stated aimi;ispection of pipelines. | received this encouraging infor-
are to achieve reform in the local government sector bynation following my persistent questioning about this matter
significantly reducing the number of councils across the Statwhen officers of the Marden Service Centre of SA Water
and by reducing the cost of local government services to thdiscussed with me several weeks ago the general issue of
community from efficiencies of scale, and to ensure a mor@ipes and mains in my electorate.
efficient service delivery to ratepayers. They informed me that earlier this year Tubemakers of

The establishment and function of a local governmenpustralia conducted a seminar demonstrating what was called
reform board to drive the reform program, public consultatiornnew asset management technology for the water industry’.
and assistance to facilitate voluntary amalgamations wilirhis was staged in conjunction with Russell Technologies of
create a wide basis for discussion and, it is to be hoped, swittanada together with Sydney Water and Engineering and the
action across the State. The appointment of Mr lan Dixon tghen EWS Department of South Australia, now SA Water. |
the challenging and | hope rewarding position of Executiveyould like to quote from the information provided, as
Director is a good start. | wish him well in his new endeav-follows:
ours. One:‘ aspect of thlls'reform agenda th.a.t has .be.en widely Russell Technologies Inc. have developed an intelligent pig for
debated is the possibility that Party politics will intrude non-destructiven-situcondition assessment of operational cast and
further into local government. This may have a certainductile iron pipelines. The device and system represents leading edge
inevitability about it anyway, depending on the suburbs andechnology and this is the first demonstration conducted outside of
regions. | note that a motion to be debated at the State ALPOrth America.

: ; S The system has direct application in the high cost areas of mains
convention this weekend is aimed to promote Labor I:’art\(enewal, program maintenance and pipeline failures, enabling

involvement in local government elections. However, Iselective and pro-active asset management strategies. It offers the
believe that the retention of the current ‘ward’ system ishigh probability of substantial savings and capital expenditure, and

recognised as significant in keeping the ‘local’ in localin many instances will eliminate the disruption caused by unforeseen

government. pipeline failure.

The three councils in my electorate, as | understand thefreviously | had, by way of question, put forward the
current attitude, want to be part of the reform process aproposal that perhaps a system of safety valves might be
outlined by the Government and are working in a mosinstalled to provide an automatic shut off at mains in the
cooperative manner to be part of that process. | know thatvent of a pipe burst. | understand the officers of SA Water
these councils (Burnside, East Torrens and Campbelltowrjow believe that the ‘intelligent pig’ might be a better system
will be concerned about some of the important details in th@f finding the points of weakness in the system. | know that
forthcoming legislation, and | have no doubt that they will none of this will happen overnight, or maybe even next year,
want to ensure that the interests of ratepayers are bettered byt | do urge SA Water to persist in remedies for what has
any action that they might recommend and support. been, and will sadly no doubt be again, a very difficult

There are still issues of fine tuning at the edges that neegltuation for residents in my electorate.
to be resolved about the amalgamation questions. They are, | thank those officers who have pursued these matters and
for example, the size and composition of the board; thevish them well in their search for continued research and
criteria used to determine the efficiency of a council'sdevelopment funds, which will inevitably give them the
operating performance; the proposed timetable; ministeriadapacity to produce a solution to the problem. | have pleasure
power and responsibility with respect to rate levels; thean supporting the motion for adoption of the Address in
percentage of turnout by electors in a proposed new coundieply.
area; whether we should re-establish an efficient modern day An honourable member: Welcome back.
department of local government; and postal voting. These are
just a few examples of policy discussions that are still taking Mr QUIRKE (Playford): The member for Baldrick
place around local government and State parliamentaryelcomes me back, and | am pleased the member for
circles. | have no doubt that a cooperative approach mixeBaldrick wants me back. This honourable member is a little
with a measure of goodwill and optimism will see this longwilier than one of his good friends on this side of the
overdue reform in place before Christmas. However, | wouldlChamber: he knows better than to identify himself for the
like to put on record my appreciation of the general forwardourposes oHansard | take pleasure in personally supporting
thinking that emanates from local government in the electorthe motion before the House. Some comments need to be
ate of Coles. made about the Governor and the meritorious role she has
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played in South Australian public life over a great many That money is paid by the IGC straight into the Treasury.
years. As | understand it, the Governor’s days in Governmerresumably, a receipt is issued for the money—perhaps it is
House are drawing to a close. From memory, her appointmeetven done electronically, | do not know. What must the
was made some five years ago and, as a consequence, a rie@asury pay to collect this amount of revenue? It probably
Governor will probably be announced in the not too distanpays 45¢ for a stamp to issue the receipt. It does that once a
future. The Government— month, so annually that is 12 times 45¢. It probably has two
An honourable member interjecting: or three people to lick the stamp, but | do not know how
Mr QUIRKE: | should warn the Government that if it Treasury works. It may have someone to press a button on a
wants to keep interjecting | will come back at it and say nastyphotocopy machine.
things. It is a shame the Government has not extended the An honourable member interjecting:

term of this Governor, but maybe it will do that. Mr QUIRKE: The member for Baldrick says that 200 or
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: 300 people are working on it, but the reality is that the
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): The member for $74 million going to Treasury during the first financial year

Mawson is out of order. of the operation of the machines will not be reduced very

Mr QUIRKE: | should not respond to the member for much by administration costs. In fact, all the administration
Mawson, but | say that it is a pity the Governor’s term maycosts are down the other end: in the pubs, the clubs and the
not and probably will not be extended—that seems to be thE&5C. With a full complement of machines and over a full
message that is coming across. That is the right of th&nancial year we will see more like $95 million to $100
Government and we accept that. We accept that the Govermiillion of revenue going straight into Treasury. Treasury may
ment will make an appointment and that probably it will bewell have to employ a couple of other people to count the
an appointment we will support. Certainly, the role performednoney; | do not know, but | doubt it.
by Dame Roma Mitchell has been excellent. Dame Romawas | am sure it has plenty of people who can do that job. At
amember of the judiciary; she was a lawyer and a QC in thithe end of the day, up to $100 million with virtually no
city, and | remember those days. | remember when she waglministration costs at all will be going into Treasury. | hope
appointed a QC. all these inquiries into poker machines—and this is the first

I have never told the Governor but my mother named myccasion | have had to say this publicly—do not convey the
younger sister after her. My mother thought that Roma waglea that we on this side of politics will let the Government
a good name and that Dame Roma was a role model fancrease the levy under all sorts of various guises, because we
women. My sister was born in 1960, which was a couple ofwill not cop that at all. We will not cop the amount of money
years before Dame Roma became a QC. Dame Roma hasming from these machines going straight into Dean
served us all very well. Every member of this House wouldBrown’s pocket.
have to say that in her professional dealings with members Opposition members also recognise that there is a case for
of Parliament, spanning a term including two Speakers of thithose who gamble on the machines to excess. There is no
House and two Presidents of the Legislative Council, she hadoubt that there are many such people. In recent times a
acquitted herself very well. It is very interesting that earliercouple have come into my office. Of one | am certain, and the
this year she attended a birthday party celebration for thether | suspect. | have many people in my office who could
present Speaker and another colleague who has beennat afford the car they bought at 5 o’clock the day before, but
member of this House for a considerable number of yeardly 9 o’clock the next morning, surprisingly, the finance
and it is to her credit that she attended that function. company has processed all the papers and the deal is irrevers-

She was also in attendance at the funeral of the latible. Used car people tell me that they do not want a cooling
Gordon Bruce. | take this opportunity to wish Dame Romaoff period. | would bet they do not want a cooling off period,
well in whatever activity she undertakes in the future. | amso | suggest that that matter ought to be looked at by the
sure that a person such as Dame Roma does not retireGlovernment.
predict that the minute she leaves Government House she will A car is a major purchase for most families. In fact, for
undertake and fully discharge a series of obligations to thenost it is the second largest purchase they make. Of course,
community. Dame Roma, in so many ways, has been a persdtimere is a three-day cooling off period with the purchase of
who has epitomised the spirit of South Australia. Obviouslya house, and it can be waived only if it is taken before a
her professional career, in a sense, is drawing to a close. Adblicitor who has a very large indemnity insurance cover. Any
members of this House would realise that, in all probability,solicitor who does not have that indemnity insurance will
the speech she read out in the other place a few weeks agimmply refuse to cooperate. A person’s rights, before they are
might be the last such speech she makes in her capacity asived, are clearly explained, but there is no such process
Governor. with the purchase of used cars.

| have been listening with some interest to the debate on Many people come to my office because they cannot pay
poker machines in South Australia and the whole question dheir electricity bill. ETSA is always reasonable about this,
gambling revenues from the TAB, the Lotteries Commissioror it is by the time | get around to ascertaining the
and a range of other organisations. There seems to be a puslipervisor's name. Usually, at the first telephone call the
for the Government to increase the take from poker machineperson concerned is reluctant about the whole thing, but when
| see a lot of this as a backdoor way for the Government tdwant to know that person’s middle name so that when I call
obtain more money through poker machines. The big winnethe general manager | can identify exactly who it is, they are
from the introduction of poker machines in South Australiamore reasonable. | have a number of single mothers in my
is the South Australian Treasury. The early estimates oélectorate—and the member for Lee knows all about this—to
Government revenue from a full complement of machines—whose heads ETSA puts a gun and says, ‘Not only do we
at that stage a full complement was deemed to be abotiank you for paying the last bill, but we will let you pay the
12 000, and we have not yet reached that point—indicatedext one up front.’ A single mum who had paid her electricity
figures of the order of $25 million to $55 million. bill came to my office. In my electorate the source of funds
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to help her comes down to two groups—the Salvos and thehich were to go into this exercise. | did so because | had
Salisbury Emergency Relief Fund. seen the Queensland arrangements and the Lotteries
I do not know where we find all these other charities abouCommission’s suggestions about how things should be done.
which | hear in this place and read about in 8wenday Mail | recall listening to Jack Wright and Laurie Fioravanti about
andAdvertiser However, | know where they are not. They allowing the Lotteries Commission to make all the decisions.
are notin Playford paying bills for people, paying electricity It was to decide not only how many machines a pub or club
accounts, helping the single mums who cannot pay their reisthould have but also the colour and type. It was to be the
or helping in any other way. | am sorry if they take offenceBerlin wall all over again.
atthat, but I have to say that, if it were not for the Salvos and | had a little self-interest in this matter. | did not want the
the Salisbury Emergency Relief Fund in my electorate, thergyps and clubs in my community which had had machines
would be many people freezing in the dark without a rooffgisted on them, and which they did not want because they
over their heads and experiencing a number of other promew they would not suit the local area, to come back and
lems. That is not to decry the work of the churches, but in Msay, ‘You, the Government, made this decision and now we
patch the Salvos have got it organised. . ~areinamess over it.’ In the free enterprise system, itis a win
_Atthe end of the day people cannot pay their electricityor |ose situation. Frankly, those pubs and clubs need to make
bills, and some cannot afford to pay other bills they havegood commercial decisions. The advice | gave to the clubs in
such as hire purchase which is made so easy for them. Theyy electorate was to ensure that they had proper accounting
come to me and say that they have all sorts of problems igxpertise. Of course, they said, ‘We have Fred here. He used
meeting their day-to-day expenses. Poker machines have begiyork as an accountant.’ Fred, of course, who had been an
seen as the goose that lays the golden egg, and we now hayg:ountant's clerk, had been good enough up to that time in
some charities which think that this is a good source fo%luditing their books, but when it becomes a $1 million
getting a few quid. The Government thinks, ‘If we let this pysiness it is a good idea to get good commercial advice.
argument run long enough, having got the last $100 million Some of these organisations are doing much better than

really easily, we might get $150 million next time, so we others and increasing the rates across the board will devastate

could possibly put $10 million down to some of the charities’, :
or whatever. Clearly, the former Labor Government made iﬁ numbgr of those that are struggling. Some of.the clubs_ are
ot making an enormous success out of gaming machines

clear that these issues need to be addressed out of Treasﬂ@'cause they made the wrong commercial decision to get into

revenues o . i ;
. . . it in the first place. It will be devastating for them. Some of
?
How serious are these issues? They are serious becaL{ﬁg pubs have entered areas where there are already too many

people are being hurt through the poker machines. People a%% . - . . -
; ; ming machines or too many licences; decisions were made
being hurt because they cannot get a Housing Trust hous over-capitalise and spend literally $1 million or more on

and in my electorate they have to pay rent of $150 to $160 . ; .
week for an average three-bedroc?myhome. For someone §rc])usmg the machines. Some of them will be hurt.
a pension, receiving about $250 to $300 a week, even with The other day one newspaper stated that there was a gross
a couple of kids, it is very difficult. To those who say that profit to the industry of $170 million. That is erroneous: that
single mums have another kid because they want the mondjgPresents the share of the revenue that has gone to the pubs
| point out that they get only $45.16 for that extra child. ~ @nd clubs. Itis also employing 3 500 people. | understand that
Mr Rossi interjecting: the Hotels Association has said that about 3 400 persons are
Mr QUIRKE: The member for Lee says that they cannot"OW dlrectly'employed in that |'ndustry and their wages,
add up. The member for Lee is an absolute disgrace on thflPerannuation, long service entitlements, WorkCover levies
issue, and his own people say that. If he wants to interjecBNd everything associated with it comes out of this gross
that is fine by me, because his own people say that about hifrofit. The servicing costs for loans and the machines (I
They distance themselves from him. If he wants to join in ortinderstand that it costs about $10 000 to install each
this issue, that is fine. For $45 a week a mother has to feg@achine) also come out of that. A couple of hotels in my
and clothe her child and meet medical expenses, becau§kectorate—in particular the ~Settlers, but also the
Medicare does not cover the lot. She has to put shoes on thBfidgeway—have spent $1.5 million to $2 million on housing

child’s feet and pay for a whole range of different things. Ifthe machines and rearranging the rest of the hotel so that it
anyone can do that on $45 a week, they deserve it. can perform the other functions that the community wants.

Mr Rossi interjecting: Atthe end of the day, the cost is what comes out of the gross

Mr QUIRKE: The member for Lee again interjects. ~ OPerating profit. It is not as simple as some people would
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Lee have you believe.
is out of order. We are hearing an argument that the community is being
Mr QUIRKE: The member for Lee is not only out of ripped off by these machines so that money can be channelled
order, but | hope that after the next State election he isoutdhto all sorts of other areas. | offer advice to the
this place and back where he belongs, which is a long wagovernment—although | do not think the Treasurer needs
from public life. At the end of the day, not only single mums very much on it: it ought to be careful about setting up funds
but a large number of pensioners and others have problenf@r the various groups that supposedly deal with some of the
with their day-to-day accounts. It may be that | am unusualproblems created in this regard. Frankly, when | have
but more people come to see me about electricity and watsomeone in my office who has a problem, such as an inability
bills, hire purchase, used cars and mortgage repayments thempay their bills, you can ring many of these organisations
about poker machines. but you cannot get an answer. At the end of the day | hope
The other day there was talk about super profits in the¢hat the Salvation Army would be one of the main recipients
industry. | came into conflict with a number of people on myof Government funding, because | am sure that members
side of politics because | adopted and voted for the modeakpresenting the other 46 electoral districts in this State have
which gave the maximum choice for the pubs and clubsilso found that the Salvation Army performs a major role in
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terms of picking up the pieces in a number of areas wheranlike that of Para Hills East Primary School and cannot raise
families need support. much money are now fully refurbished. They have been
I will move from gaming machines but | want to make painted and there is an educational environment whereby the
clear where | stand on the issue. In a year or two, after at leasbmputers, donated by industry or bought by parents with
two financial years, we may need to look at the legislatiorscarce amounts of money, now have a proper home.
much more closely. We may need to look at the percentages Some schools, particularly Para Hills, are air-conditioned
that certain people get from the gaming machine arrangeand over the past five years the Government has achieved a
ments. Itis far too early to be talking about upping the leviesiaumber of changes there. In the period of the last
now. Given the windfall that has gone to Treasury, it hasGovernment, we saw partial refurbishment of the school, with
some obligations and responsibilities to ensure that som&major electrical upgrade, the air-conditioning being paid for
corrective measures are taken with at least some of théy parents in the community. And recently the Minister for
money. | make no apology for the fact that the GovernmenEducation and Children’s Services opened a new school hall
is one of the main recipients of gaming machine revenuesn that site, and the community is very satisfied with what it
because, as | say to my constituents who complain constanthas got.
about the level of taxation and such things, they drovetomy | had some thoughts back in 1993 that some of these
office on a road or they caught a subsidised bus, they ser@trangements might not be finalised when the new Govern-
their kids to the local school and every day they take part irment came in. | have found no instance where that has taken
a series of different activities which, if we did not have anplace. In fact, in my area every arrangement put in place has
organised, civilised society that collected taxation to pay fobeen dutifully carried out and the community and the kids
these things, we would not enjoy. who are being educated in these schools feel good about those
The other matter to which | refer tonight concerns myissues.
electorate, in particular the question of education. Some hard | want to finish by commending the Minister for Transport
decisions were made four or five years ago about reducing ttfer seeing the necessity of a major upgrade of Montague
number of schools. Arguably, one more school could hav&Road, on which a couple of people died not long ago at a
been closed, but | am pleased that that did not occur, becaudeeadful intersection. | have raised this matter in the House
the closure would have filled up the other primary schools t@n many occasions and I understand that work will start early
afar greater extent. Over the past five years | have seen majoext year, when the road will be made into a safe dual
refurbishment in all the schools in my electorate under botlearriageway over its whole length from Modbury to Port
Governments. The arrangements were largely but not entirelyfakefield Road. | understand that the intersections will be
in place during the life of the last Government and the leadmore safely constructed and that there will be a proper
on time is some years. provision of lights at the Bridge Road and Montague Road
The last of these refurbishment has now taken place at thigtersection and at the other end on Main North Road. Much
Para Hills East Primary School. | am grateful that theof that was done through Federal money spent on Port
Government has honoured the obligations of the previougvakefield Road about two or three years ago. | am happy to
Government regarding that refurbishment. That was one agll my electorate that the Government in that regard has
the schools caught in the middle, and by that | mean that inade the right decision. | support the adoption of the Address
had no chance of getting priority funding from the Federalin Reply.
Government or of getting a lot of grant moneys available
from the State Department of Education and Children’s Mr BRINDAL (Unley): 1, too, support the adoption of
Services. Para Hills East Primary School felt like the orpharthe Address in Reply. It gives me a great deal of pleasure to
that no one wanted. Its buildings are 20 years old and, whefollow the member for Playford wha is, | sincerely believe,
they get to 30 years, they will be fixed. However, they haveare amongst his peers. He is certainly a wiley adversary and
not been painted in the past 20 years. is very capable of squeezing the last drop out of any political
Para Hills East Primary School is undergoing extensiverange that comes his way. Nevertheless, he is essentially
refurbishment, with a school hall being provided. The locahonest and often speaks a great deal of sense in this Chamber
community is happy with the arrangements and making it&ind, | might say, much as he has done for all the time he has
own contribution. Considering all the schools in my elector-been here. Having said that, | also wish him well. If papers
ate, whenever a function is on at Para Hills East Primaryare to be believed—and | will not dwell on it because it
School, the community supports it: it has the best communitgoncerns matters that are best his—he might have pulled
support of any school in my electorate. | wish all schoolsaway his field marshal's baton and accepted instead a
would have 80 per cent of parents turn out on quiz nights, dtnapsack in terms of his own Party. All | can say to this
auctions for children’s artworks or simply a barbecue oHouse is that anyone who believes that the member for
sporting carnival. When it gets the new buildings, when thePlayford will continue to be pleased with a .303 instead of a
old ones are refurbished and when the painting is done, théield marshall’s baton had perhaps better watch out, because
will be the lot of Para Hills East Primary School for some he is inherently a field marshall and not a private.
time. | am pleased to say that it will be a stem to stern Having said that, | would take up some points raised by
refurbishment. the member for Playford. He is to be commended for what he
Most of the other schools in my electorate have seen aaid about education in his electorate and for his acknowledg-
number of major changes over the past five years, some afient that promises given by one Government were honoured
which related to the fact that funds were generated from thby another Government and that everything is not falling to
closure of other schools in the Ingle Farm area. The amalgaits in terms of education in his electorate or in terms of the
mation process has led to better facilities in some schooldinister for Transport. Goodness knows, | will tell the
The back-to-schools grants and various other moneys haWwinister in another place that she was the subject of a kind
also helped in that process so that some of the schools whidomment from the member for Playford, because I think she
are a number of years old and which have a parent bas®orely needs it of late. She seems to have taken a bit of a
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belting not only from members opposite but from some of usinyone, whether it be people who have taxi licences or people
who get fussed about stations closing and various othewho run clubs, privileged and special conditions, we equally
things. have a right to examine the profits that they make by the
Before going on with other aspects under the Address ispecial provisions which we provide and the share, if any,
Reply, I would like to take up a point about which | disagreewhich the Government has the right to expect.
with the member for Playford in respect of poker machines We have heard the member for Playford refer to the
and the place of Government in the collection of revenue. Th&alvation Army and other welfare organisations which have
member for Playford is right in saying that this has been &aid that the advent of poker machines is straining their
windfall to the Treasury—and an unexpected windfall. Iresources in that there has been a lower collection from
listened with care to the contributions of both the memberg¢raditional sources of revenue and a greater demand for
for Playford and Coles. The member for Coles quotedservices from people who seem to be spending a lot of money
interesting statistics with which | will not argue, saying on poker machines. Good naturedly, | would enjoin the
principally that turnover and gross profit do not necessarilynember for Playford that, while | acknowledge the very
equate to net profit. | think the member for Coles said thavaluable work of the Salvos, | suspect that St Vincent de Paul
$10 worth of coins in a machine resulted in $79 worth ofand the Anglican Community Services are doing a great deal
games, and so it is dangerous to talk about turnover. As thmore in his electorate than he obviously realises. They have
member for Playford pointed out, it is dangerous to talk ofa different sort of operation and a different way of going
gross profits as the entire profits but, nevertheless, everyomdout things, and he may find that there are more welfare
in the Chamber has been surprised by the windfall collectiomrganisations contributing actively to his area than he realises
of the Government, whichever way one analyses the figureat this time.
from the amount of money that is flowing through poker Having said that, that being the reason why | believe we
machines in this State. should look at the revenue the Government is taking from
| note that as an important part of the member forpoker machines, | point out that, if someone is spending
Playford’s contribution he did not dismiss that it was the rightexcessive amounts of money on poker machines, they will
of Government to look at this matter: he merely suggestedome to school on Monday morning saying that they cannot
that we should look at it two years down the track. | believeafford the books or they will go to the hospital saying that
that we should do it much earlier and | believe so for thethey cannot afford the medicine. They will go to a myriad of
following reasons. Where, as the member for Playford says;overnment services, having spent their disposable income,
a small club or pub is making reasonable profits, | do noexpecting Government largess and support. | for one—and
believe that we should impose further tax, but there are someam sure every member in this Chamber would agree with
hotels which are easily identified and there are some estame—would not deny them that support. We have an obliga-
lishments which are not making, by anyone’s definition,tion and a duty to all our citizens.
reasonable profits. They are collecting windfall amounts and When people start starving on Adelaide streets or becom-
my evidence—I do not intend to present it to the House todajng homeless, and so on, every member in this Chamber
because | would hate to be inaccurate—suggests that, wherould agree that as a society we had best look at and redress
an analysis of those establishments that are doing the bestthe issue. That is not to say that we do not have a perfect right
put into the public domain, it will clearly show that areas to expect, perhaps, one of the causes of people’s suffering as
which are recipients of major Government benefits, be isome redress. In other words, if people spend money on
welfare benefits or extra money for schools or other Governpoker machines, the Government has a right to claw back
ment services, are the very areas in which some of the hotet®me of it to give people the services that they will thereby
are making the most profits. demand. | commend the Government for its inquiry into this
Some people have said to me, ‘As a Liberal, don’t youmatter, and | will be most interested in its findings. However,
think this is market competition? Should not anyone be ablé am not for one moment suggesting that the Government
to get in there and the profits made be the rightful provinceshould apply an equal tax to everyone who has poker
of the business concerned?’ | would generally say ‘Yes.machines.
Generally, thatis a principle that | would accept, but | would | agree with the comments made by the members for Coles
put that it is a different case. It is all right to say to a Liberal,and Playford, that that could hurt some small business people
‘In a free market, isn’t profit a fair thing?’ My answer would who are plodding along and doing quite well, although not
be ‘Yes.” However, what we have in this case is not a freexcessively but, from the way the industry is set up, we could
market. By will of this Chamber we have said that certaineasily find out where excessive profits are being made. In
establishments may be the operators of gaming machines attftbse instances, we would have every right to apply an
we have limited the operation of those gaming machines tadditional taxation measure, to be reviewed—at least until
hotels and clubs. this situation settles down. You, Mr Acting Speaker, know,
Members who were here at the time will remember thagis other members would, that it is affecting people in South
there was a strong argument put by the clubs that pubs shouklstralia. It is affecting not only those who are gambling but
be excluded. | do not think it was the opposite, but certainlyalso many small businesses, for example, nurseries (and there
the clubs wanted it and they wanted to keep the pubs out @fre probably some out your way, Mr Acting Speaker). We
it. We made a decision here that both should have it. We didhould ask nurserymen whether their cash flow is the same,
not say that the churches could have it in their front porcheas well as those people who are in clothing. It involves
or that the schools could have it in their front offices and stafbasically those lines of business.
rooms or that delis or other places could have it. We did not You can forget about the punnet of petunias this year
create a free market. By act of this Parliament we limited théecause you went and played the pokies last night. You might
market and, therefore, we created a privileged position fomake do with your current pair of shoes because you played
two groups of people: the owners and operators of pubs arttie pokies. It is those sorts of businesses that have been
the owners and operators of clubs. If we are to create foaffected, and it is affecting this State. If anything affects this
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State, whether it be pokies or the way we run our taxicabdyut | am a little sceptical about the motives that give rise to
trains and buses, it is the legitimate province of thisit. At any point, the Government must—
Parliament. It is not so much interfering as ensuring that Mr Clarke interjecting:

social justice is done to people who have a legitimate rightto My BRINDAL: | was not going to answer the interjec-
make a profit but equally to those from whom that profit istion, but the member for Ross Smith commented that my
made. Therefore, we should look at the introduction of Somg|asses are broken. | can assure him that | find it very
form of super tax, where excessive profits were made in theonvenient to uses glasses that have only one arm, because
industry. they are easier to get on and off, but that, if he would like to

I note that the member for Coles, quoting a newspapenave a whip round and get me a new pair of glasses, | would
article, said that Governments generally raise gamblingpe equally grateful and would accept them with much joy,
revenue when they are hungry for revenue but are too chickdrecause that would mean less money for him to get re-elected
to raise taxes. | accept that, but | remind the member foand more money for me, and that will suit me down to the
Coles that, in terms of poker machines, this Government, anground.
certainly the last Government, did not realise the windfall Mr Leggett interjecting:

profit that would accrue. Itis true to say that the measure was Mr BRINDAL: The member for Hanson cruelly interjects
introduced largely because the hotel and hospitality industrihat | am like the member for Playford: | have lost the Left
was seen as being in crisis. Its revenue had been fallingying. In the case of the member for Playford, | would say
Some hotels around Adelaide were finding it difficult to that the Left wing has rather fled to the Right, and the Left
survive. They had Sky Channel and betting facilities, whichying is without one of its major sources of power. Indeed, it
had not proved a financial windfall, and some large segmentil be interesting to watch what eventuates on the other side,
of the hotel and hospitality industry were really suffering.pecause members opposite laugh about us and about our
Therefore, poker mach_ines were seen by this Parliament @food-letting, but | guarantee that it will be a regular
some sort of help to an industry that is important to this Stat€hristians versus the lions circus on the other side of the
and to any State. In the case of South Australia, perhapghamber before we break for Christmas, and it will be
poker machines were introduced not so much to raise reveniigteresting to watch the blood.

for the Government as genuinely to help anindustry thatwas iy Clarke: The member for Coles is standing behind
in crisis. you.

The Deputy Leader joins us, so | will not be so hypocriti-  Mr BRINDAL: The member for Ross Smith interjected
cal as to deny that the Government is and should be pleasgght the member for Coles is standing behind me. I can tell
by its windfall profits or that, if he or his colleague were him that | would rather have five of the member for Coles
sitting on the Treasury benches, they would be equallgtanding behind me than one of the member for Playford

pleased by the windfall profits. | do not believe that thestanding behind the member for Ross Smith.
previous Government introduced poker machines as a pembers interjecting:

taxation measure so much as some form of help to an industry . |
that needed help. As the member for Playford said, it has not The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!

always been successful._ . Smith to suggest that the member for Playford wears stilettos.
Most members on this side of the Chamber would bernat is outrageous! Finally, | would again like to support the
aware that the Murray Bridge Rowing Club was reported agnemper for Playford in his comments about the Governor,
being in receivership. It did exactly what the member forpame Roma Mitchell. All members in this Chamber will
Playford said it should not do: it took what was obviously agree that she has acquitted herself exceptionally well as
wrong and bad financial advice from an accountant, angsoyernor. She came to office amid some mild controversy.
found itself with all these poker machlneg. It had |nve§ted5he was older than the average appointment of Governor, and
huge amounts of money, with nobody playing the machinespere was some to-ing and fro-ing about whether someone at
It was a recipe for bankruptcy and the liquidation of a veryher stage in life was capable of performing the duties. She has
old and highly regarded sporting facility in Murray Bridge, proved unequivocally to her worst critics that they were
and that is to be deplored. However, others have done vegytirely wrong. She has performed her duties with more
well, and | am sure that there are some in the middle who a€nergy and vigour than many previous Governors who may
just plodding along. have been half her age. She has not faltered once, and
In conclusion, | note that it was said today that there wagveryone in South Australia should take their hat off to her;
a code for responsible conduct in the gaming industry, whickhe is part of the spirit and history of this State.
has been sponsored by the Hotel Association. | have been |t is well known that in the tapestry behind me the jurist
around this place long enough to realise that philanthropyyst above the words ‘Equal before the law’ is said to
often starts when people realise that they might be in a bit dfepresent Dame Roma Mitchell, the first woman Governor
trouble. | am just a little bemused that right now they shouldyf this State. She is a woman of integrity, tenacious energy
be having such a worthwhile seminar. | am not saying that thend the capacity for service. She has brought compassion,
seminar is not worthwhile, but the advent of the seminahumanity and a sense of humour to the job. More than her
seems to correlate fairly closely to the fact that the Governpredecessors, she has demystified the office of Governor, and
ment is examining this matter, that the papers have been quifgst Sunday was a great example of that. The public response
vocal in saying that the profits made by the industry seem tg an initiative of Dame Roma was so great that there was
be excessive, and that the churches and the welfare organisganding room only; people had to be turned away. She has
tions have been literally screaming for months that they argnade the office of Governor more relevant to the community.
hurting. Dame Roma'’s life, and especially her public service, have
It is all very nice to be kind, warm and fuzzy when you been not only an exemplar to her gender but an exemplar to
find you have no choice. | hope good comes of the seminags all. If many of us in this Chamber accomplish a fraction

Mr BRINDAL: Itis very cruel for the member for Ross
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of what Dame Roma has, we will consider ourselves weltomorrow he will be a dead cert to lose: he is a disaster

satisfied. Finally— waiting to happen.

Mr Clarke: Thatis the fifth time you have said ‘finally’. ~ Mr Brokenshire: A shattered Party.
You look at the clock, see you have 10 minutes and wantto Mr BRINDAL: A shattered Party, as my colleague the
fill it in. member for Mawson says. | do not think that many of us have

Mr BRINDAL: The member for Ross Smith may be taken much joy in some of the more serious cuts that we have

about to speak after me, and | therefore consider it kinder t§2d t©© make, but we as a Government have kept to one
the members of this House to detain them a further 1§OMise, and that has been not to raise taxes and charges
minutes than to have them suffer the indigestible drivel thafxcesswely, to let small business get on with reinvigorating

the honourable member will serve up so close to the dinnénFself' and to get this State’s economy back onits feet. If you
break. ave a limited financial resource you must cut the cloth

L . ... accordingly. If we have a fixed revenue in this State and if
At this time, the mid term of the Government, it is gjice teachers and nurses deserve and are awarded more

important that the Government examine its performance. ey jtis obvious that this State must cut its cloth accord-
can assure the Opposition and the people of South Australigg)y There is a choice: we can go to the people and say, ‘If
that this Government is constantly examining its performy,q,/\vant better education, better roads and better hospitals,
ance. The member for Ross Smith says that it is Iamentablé)u will have to pay for them, but that will mean raising
and | agree that it is absolutely lamentable. | sat down th

other day and tried to think where we would be if we had not
inherited the absolute catastrophe that has been foisted UPgR
this State. Every backbencher and every member of thﬁ\I
Opposition knows that we have problems dealing with th
cuts to SSOs in education, with what is happening in ouef
hospitals and with the police pay dispute. It is hurting each
and every member of this House, because the cloth we have
to cut has been left to us by the previous Government.

xation.’
If the member for Ross Smith, the member for Torrens
d other members opposite wish us to raise taxation, let
em say so. Let them tell the people that they will have to
ay more taxation, and we will then be able to gather more
evenue.
Mr Clarke interjecting:
Mr BRINDAL: The member for Ross Smith obviously
) ] i i . learnt to read during the break, and he has discovered that
Members opposite sit there sanctimoniously carpinginere is a water catchment levy on the rates notice. He says
whingeing and whining ‘We need more of this, we need morgna; that is a new tax. Well, wacky do! It happens to be an
of that and we need more of everything under the sun, but wgspropriate revenue raising measure to redress a serious
are not prepared to pay for it. environmental problem. If the member for Ross Smith in his
Mr Clarke interjecting: simplistic way wishes—
Mr BRINDAL: The member for Ross Smith says thatit ~Mr Brokenshire interjecting:
is what | do in the Party room all the time. | acknowledge Mr BRINDAL: | am sorry, but | must challenge the
that. member for Mawson. Members opposite did not cause storm
. ; Aeine? water damage. They caused a lot of things, but | do not think
Mr Clarke: C.arplng and whingeing’ . that even the member for Ross Smith can take credit for the
MrBRINDAL: | acknowledge that|am notafraid—and 5 \we are having a good and, according to Mr Speaker,
nor is any member on this side—to stand up in my Party)orhang even an exceptional season. The Government may
room and say what | think to keep the Government honesii e the premier and his ministry credit for that exceptional
and accountable. | say to the member for Ross Smith that 85500 but it will never give credit to the member for Ross
is a great pity that many of his backbench colleagues did na§ it sq he had better keep well away from the rain that falls
do the same in the last Government. Had his backben So,uth Australia.
colleagues had the guts to stand up to a Premier who rode ;. c|arke interjecting:
roughshod all over this State and who dipped his lid to Tim Mr BRINDAL: If | held the Government of South
Marcus Clark every time he walked past in the street; had half | ,stralia in the hollow of my hand, it would be a pretty

of the backbench even had half a spine, this State might @t ipje Government. With that statement alone, the member
be in its present situation. for Ross Smith encapsulates his attitude, his greedy grasp of
They sat there—and you know, Sir, because you sat in thataked power. That is all it is about on that side of the House:
back row—and if the Premier stood up they all but genuflecthow much can | grab for myself—how much influence can
ed. It was heresy for us to say that something might be wronghave—not whether there is anyone on the front bench or
with the State Bank or anything else, because Mr whatevegnyone in their entire Party who has any brains, but how
per cent he was could not be wrong. But he was wrong, an@uch can | grab for myself. I think that is a very tawdry
it was a total disaster. If the member for Ross Smith wants t§omment by the honourable member, and | hope that the
challenge me—or you, Sir, who are not afraid to stand up irreople of South Australlayvhen they goto the_ polls note that
the Party room and tell the truth—he should take a lessofort of comment and realise what sort of a disaster they are

from both of us, because he will never be a decent membé}gain buying into if they look to Labor to govern this State.

of Parliament until he is prepared to take on his own Party, Mr Clarke interjecting:
S Mr BRINDAL: He asks for the Andrew Peacock look.
Mr Clarke interjecting:

It is better than the Caligula look, which he seems to bring—
Mr BRINDAL: He says he could not, because he would  Mr Clarke interjecting:

not have the spine to take on his own Party. He is the one MrBRINDAL: He is a scholar. He realises that Caligula

person left in the faction, with everybody else swimming inappointed his horse the Consul of Rome. He probably also

opposite directions. He is in real trouble and he knows it. | daealises that Caligula waded into the sea and then declared a

not think that he can count on even his own vote today, andictory against Neptune. The ability of the member for Ross
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Smith is very closely aligned to that of Caligula. | commendrecently said that our current debt is nothing about which to

the Address in Reply to the House. be particularly concerned. That is an interesting statement
o when one considers that the State debt and the State Bank
[Sitting suspended from 5.57 to 7.30 p.m.] debacle have reduced the former Government to almost total

extinction, with now only 11 sitting members. Indeed, at this
very moment only the member for Spence is sitting in
PRINTING COMMITTEE Opposition.

o L . . Over the years, mostly under Labor Governments, when

The Legislative Council intimated that it hac_i appomte(_j theye compare our interest debt from 1950, when it was
Hon. P. Nocella to fill the vacancy on the Printing Committeeg3 mjllion, we see a startling increase. In 1960, during the

caused by the resignation of the Hon. M.S. Feleppa. time of Playford, it was $40 million. In 1970, which was the

second last year of Steele Hall's Government, the debt was

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE $58 million. Before that, we had a Labor Government in

The Legislative Council intimated that it had appointed thePOWer. In 1980, during the Tonkin Govirn_ment but after
Hon. P. Nocella to fill the vacancy on the Legislative Review/ 121y years of the Dunstan Govemment, the interest debt was

Committee caused by the resignation of the Hon. M.S$158 m!ll!on. In 1994 the interest debt was in the vicinity of
$900 million per year.

Feleppa. Mr Atkinson: What was the figure for 19837
CRIMINAL LAW (SENTENCING) Mr LEGGETT: The member for Spence is asking all
(MISCELLANEOUS) AMENDMENT BILL sorts of questions. Perhaps if some of his colleagues were

present in the Chamber they could help him out. He is
Received from the Legislative Council and read a firsffighting alosing battle. Thanks solely to Labor, two years on,
time. the people of South Australia are still fuming and hostile
about our debt, and the member for Spence would do well to
ADDRESS IN REPLY listen to that. Itis easy and hypocritical for the Opposition to
sit and scoff at necessary cuts to essential services such as

Adjourned debate on motion for adoption (resumed oreducation and health, and to many other portfolios. If Labor
motion). members had not squandered taxpayers’ money to the degree

(Continued from this page.) that they did, there would not have been the necessity to make

the tough budgetary decisions that are now needed. Opposi-

Mr LEGGETT (Hanson): | support the motion for the tion members have no right even to open their mouths in
adoption of the Address in Reply as moved by the membegrotest, given that this Government had to pick up the pieces
for Frome, and | congratulate Her Excellency the Governofrom the biggest financial diaster in the history of the
of South Australia, Dame Roma Mitchell, on her speech aSouthern Hemisphere. Labor’s way of taking easy options of
the opening of the Third Session of this Forty-Eighthincreasing Government spending has eroded South
Parliament. Her Excellency referred to some very significanfustralia’s ability to maintain essential levels of service, yet
issues affecting this State which the Brown Liberal Governthe Labor Opposition sitting in this Chamber—the number
ment has so efficiently addressed by responsible reformhas now climbed to two—is calling for more expenditure.
During the past 20 months this Government has introduced In his rather theatrical Address in Reply, it was sad to hear
two tough but frugal budgets, which even the most amateuhe member for Giles, a former Deputy Premier and Treasur-
of economists could see were needed to pull South Australier, a former Minister who held all sorts of portfolios that did
into line after a dismal decade of reckless spending by thaot work out terribly well, and a member who was up to his
former Government over the past 10 or 11 years. ears in the State Bank debacle, bucket a Government that has

Further legislation to support the reduction of our overalltaken on the task of rebuilding South Australia from the
debt will be introduced in the near future. As Her Excellencyashes—almost $9 billion worth of ashes.
said, this will allow for the sale of the timber processing | do not want to highlight the honourable member’s
operations of Forwood Products and the Ports Corporation'speech, although | know he would like me to do that, because
bulk loading facilities. The sale of the State Governmenthat is his style. Most of it was hypocritical garbage, but a
Insurance Commission and Austrust should be finalised bfew points need explanation. The member for Giles said that,
December 1995. Also, the Brown Government is proceedin@h government, we promised to improve ‘the representation
with the proposed sale of the South Australian Meaiof the people and to make Government more accountable to
Corporation. The Asset Management Task Force is supervighe people through Parliament’, but, according to the member
ing the proposed sale and lease-back of the Governmenter Giles, we have not delivered that. However, that is exactly
light vehicle fleet to reduce further debt from occurring.  what has taken place.

Itis important to note that the Brown Liberal Government  In my electorate, the people are delighted that we have
aims to reduce the debt of approximately $8 billion it open government. They know exactly what is taking place.
inherited in December 1993 (and creeping towards $9 billionYhe Brown Government is one of the most democratic
by $1.3 billion at the end of 1995. The people of SouthGovernments in the history of South Australia. In fact, it was
Australia sometimes forget that the huge debt this GoverrBon Dunstan who promised open government and never
ment inherited will not blow away. It can be reduced only bydelivered it. How can the member for Giles challenge us
careful and responsible bookkeeping, and credit must go twhen his Government kept everything from the people, gave
the Treasurer, who has kept a tight rein on the debt level ithem no hope and promised things that they could never hope
this State. to deliver?

Former Labor Premier, Don Dunstan, who must be The former Treasurer and member for Giles capped off his
remembered as a contributor to our debacle during the 1970d)etorical drivel with the member for Kaurna’s question to
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the Premier in the House in Question Time the week beforaew purpose; it has incentive; and it has direction. As |
last. The honourable member’s question was: ‘What was theéoorknock and meet people in my electorate on a daily
outcome of the South Australian road show that the Premidrasis—the young, the young married, the older residents and
led to Sydney and Melbourne last week? The Premiethe owners of business houses—I find that they see the light
answered the question well and at length. It was a stunningt the end of the tunnel. There is a feeling of optimism and
success and South Australia was well promoted. It was a veithere is a feeling of hope—no longer hopelessness. The
productive exercise, yet the member for Giles attacked thiBrown Government has done more for the workers and small
positive promotion and dismissed it with a bout of severebusiness than Labor did in all its time in office. The Liberal
sarcasm. Government has established fairer industrial laws and, most
Perhaps if the Labor heavyweights at the time hadmportantly, has created more jobs. That is basically what it
attended more road shows than side shows this magpnificeistall about: creating jobs. In the past two years of the Labor
State would not have gone through the agony it did over th&overnment in South Australia 35 000 jobs were lost. As |
past five years. The member for Giles also stated that thigaid earlier, from January 1994 to August 1995, 27 400 jobs
Government behaves more like a secret service and that inad been created, with youth unemployment being reduced
throwing money at the media through advertising anddy a further 4 per centin August 1995. That is basically what
sponsorship it will, indeed, buy support. The Brownthe Brown Government has done and that is why it is a
Government’s advertising has been frugal; it has beefovernment of reform.
positive; and it has been strategic. The positives are that it has | refer to education because, having been involved for 25
brought jobs, investment and economic recovery to Soutkiears in this field, | guess | am fairly well qualified to do so.
Australia. Do not tell me that the former Treasurer did notUnder this Government we have done what is fundamentally
waste money hand over fist on numerous unwise investmenterrect: we have gone back to basics. The Labor Party and the
and mismanagement when Labor was in Government duringouth Australian Institute of Teachers, in opposing the
those past 11 years. recently completed basic skills testing, were completely out
I now refer to the contribution by the Leader of the of touch with what parents want for their children, and that
Opposition. Anyone hearing the Leader of the Opposition’ds simply a fair go when students ultimately look for jobs.
speech would not think that he was also a member of the Mr Atkinson interjecting:
worst performing Government in this nation’s history, yethe MrLEGGETT: As the member for Spence has just said,
calls this Government's economic performance ‘lamentable’it’s a darned good thing. Kids are being given the opportunity
The Leader of the Opposition has the audacity to challengat school to perform to the very best of their ability. Inde-
this Government’s accountability to Parliament and its cutpendent research, taken a few weeks ago, showed that 80 per
to essential services. As | previously indicated, there wouldent of the South Australian community supported this
have been no need for the two responsible budgets hand&bvernment’s initiative.
down by the Brown Government if Labor had not bankrupted  In view of the hype and false accusations about the Liberal
South Australia. What does the Leader of the Oppositiofsovernment’s philosophy and direction, which the South
mean by ‘lamentable economic performance’? | hardly thinkAustralian Institute of Teachers and the Opposition
that 27 400 jobs created from January 1994 to August 1998ndeavour to highlight, | will present a few relevant facts.
along with other investments in this State could or would beSchools in South Australia continue to have the best pupil to
categorised as ‘lamentable’. teacher ratio of all States in the Commonwealth. In other
The Opposition has two experienced leaders talking abowvords, South Australia leads the way. That has been achieved
the failures of the Liberal Government. The Opposition isduring the past 20 months of the Brown Liberal Government.
always prepared to attack our Ministers and even to fabricatdearly $10 million has been committed to the early years
leadership splits. How nice it was to read an article by Mikestrategy during the next four years, and a major part is a
Duffy in the Sunday Maibf 24 September—it was good for $4 million allocation from the beginning of 1995. Also,
the heart muscles. The article was entitled ‘Leader labors t$2 million will be allocated for new behavioural management
marshal troops’. The article went on to report very accuratelynitiatives over the next two years.
the feel of the public wherever you go. The article stated: It has been a privilege for me to serve on the Minister’s
The ALP Opposition is struggling to rise from the ashes of€ducation committee and to witness first-hand the Minister's
electoral defeat and present itself as a relevant opponent to tH¥ofessionalism and insight into education in this State, which
Brown Government. had been on a significant slide during Labor’s time in
About Mr Rann the article stated: government. Other initiatives in education introduced by this

He has failed to formulate issues to launch attacks on thgovernment include the_ State’s ﬁ'fSt special interest high
Government. . hewill have to improve during the second half of the SChool for sport and physical education and, most significant-
term to keep the Leader’s job. ly, interstate sporting competition for our 12 and 13-year-olds
The editorial of theSunday Mailof the same date, headed has again been reintroduced. | applaud this concept..

‘Don’t bucket Murray plan Mr Rann—Stop pouring cold e also have the first Government school to be built and
water on good ideas, states: owned by the private sector. This school has been opened at
Woodlands. For the first time in decades all students will be

The electorate bucketed Labor at the last election and the Wa\XI Ki icul f k. Schools h
you are performing it will do so again. orking to a common curriculum framework. Schools have

When there are former Ministers like the Leader of thebeen directed to fly the Australian flag or to have it displayed

Opposition one can echo Premier Brown's comments whe rominently in their main office. Again, this is an outstanding
heprs)aid recently: : rown's SW itiative. | have presented all schools in Hanson with the

o ) ) ] ) South Australian flag, which is a magnificent flag, and it is
It highlights how this State wound up in such financial trOUble-prominentIy featured in both State and private schools.

There are many highlights of the Brown Government’s 20 One of the great initiatives introduced by the Minister

months or so in office. South Australia is changing. It hasoccurred on 25 August when he released a new policy for
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gifted students. Gifted children and students can be found icomputer software which is designed to streamline the DECS
all age ranges and levels in education. If South Australia i§ystem. Itis up and running in most schools with the implementation
to be internationally competitive, we must ensure that th&' the student and staff modules soon to be completed.
potential of all students, especially gifted children, isIn further education, 100 new places in information
nurtured. The Brown Government’s policy has many featuregechnology have also been provided. The electronics course
early enrolment at school for gifted children under the age ofit the Torrens Valley Institute is recognised as an
five: children from the age of four years and six months willinternational leader. New technology is being applied to
be considered for early entry under special guidelinespvercome disadvantages faced by students in more remote
Greater encouragement of accelerating gifted childrefpcations, with 19 interactive video sites now linked across
through subject or year levels may mean that a gifted childhe State and more planned in what is becoming one of the
skips a year level completely or undertakes a higher level aivorld’s largest electronic classrooms.
mathematics while remaining in the expected age level class. Many facts and figures from the first 20 months of the
There will be encouragement of extension courses so th&rown Government need highlighting with respect to further
students will be able to undertake studies at greater depggucation. Efficiency has been increased by 6 per cent, and
with flexible time tabling, mentor programs, clubs andup to 22 per cent for individual institutes. TAFE now has a
competitions. Early in 1996 there will also be the naming ofcapital budget of $21 million. There is now the innovative
the State’s first special interest high school for academicallprogram LEAP (Landcare and Environment Action Program)
gifted students. The first such school will commencefor the unemployed under 20 years of age. The Brown
operation in 1997, with the eventual goal of establishing threéovernment has a brokerage of 511 placed to the end of
or four such schools. These schools will continue to bel995, and it must be applauded for that.
neighbourhood schools and will have special entry programs | now address the facts about this Government’s handling
for gifted students. of health in this State. Despite the propaganda from the
The question of school services officers has been a@pposition, the facts are not always clearly reported. In 1994,
emotive issue in both schools and the wider community. A&outh Australian hospitals treated 4 per cent more people
a former teacher with 25 years’ experience, | can fullythanin 1993. The hospital waiting lists have not lengthened,;
appreciate the position facing such schools. However, it i$hey have been reduced by 7.5 per cent. The number of
important to note that, when the Brown Government wageople waiting for surgery has not increased; it has been
elected to office in 1993, the State was spending aboulialved this year. Last year, 1994, the allocation for
$300 million a year more than it was earning, and we jusEommunity health services in the metropolitan area was
cannot do that. The Government’s first two budgets haveoubled from $7 million to $14 million.
reduced this overspending by two-thirds. All Government In 1995-96 the Brown Liberal Government will spend
departments made cuts; in fact, the education and health ar¢&g0 million building better hospitals and providing better
were reduced less than the other departments. The teacheguipment. Only just recently the Minister publicly stated
union is pushing for a Federal award claim for a $53 increasthat, because of the previous Government’s wasted projects,
and 2.5 hours less teaching time per week, which will cost théhe Brown Government now faces a minimum of
taxpayers an extra $137 million per year, and this money ha8500 000 000 to bring the State’s hospital buildings and
not been budgeted for. With 80 per cent of the educatio®quipment up to the acceptable standard.
budget already spent on salaries, and a determination notto The Brown Government has just approved nearly
increase class sizes, the only sensible and responsible opti®6.7 million to be spent on replacing old medical equipment.
for the Government was to reduce the number of SSO hourdbout $3.2 million of that has already been budgeted for, but
It is also important to remember that, in all areas, Souttan extra $3.45 million will be spent to replace equipment that
Australia spends more per student on education than arg in some cases more than 20 years old. In some cases the
other State, and the South Australian ratio of school servicegquipment, despite being hospital equipment, was actually
officers to students will still be about 10 per cent better tharflangerous to operate. In other cases the lack of upgrading of
the Australian average after adjusting to allow the reductioquipment has meant long delays and is terribly inefficient.
of 250 SSO full-time equivalent positions out of 2 992 Some equipment is so old the manufacturers have long since
positions. These figures are from the Australian Bureau ofun out of spare parts. Itis the aim of the Brown Government
Statistics taken in 1994. | now refer specifically to corres{0 look creatively at involving the private sector in capital
pondence from the Hon. Rob Lucas, Minister for Educationworks development projects so that the public hospital
and Children’s Services, as follows: patients have access to the latest facilities and equipment.
It should also be noted that taxpayers in South Australia have At @ local level in my electorate the constituents of
now invested approximately $16 million in EDSAS, a new adminis-Hanson are to receive a huge boost. The development of the
trative computer software package for schools. This package i¥lile End railyards is a brilliant, innovative initiative by the
intended to reduce the amount of time school support staff have t8qwn Government which will see a complete splicing up of

spend undertaking administrative tasks. Consultants to the previol . .
Labor Government predicted EDSAS would reduce administrativ;b%delalde s ugly western gateway. This will take place at the

time in a secondary school by 32 to 50 hours and in a primary schodtS hectare site, which is only three kilometres from the city
by eight to 15 hours. and located between Burbridge and Henley Beach Roads at
| refer to an article from the Department for Education andile End. This broken down area has long been recognised
Children’s Services publicatiohlew Timesof 10 August ~@s occupying prime land, given its proximity to the city and
1995, regarding the EDSAS school administrative computelhe western parklands.
program, and headed ‘EDSAS eases the load’. The article This new Brown Government initiative is a $30 million
states: plan to redevelop the Mile End railyards in partnership with
EDSAS is being put to work in our schools. EDSAS, the the private sector,_containing medium density_h_ousing ar_1d a
Education Department's Schools Administrative System, is avorld-class athletics centre. The new $7.5 million athletics
sophisticated school records keeping system comprising a suite eentre will enable Athletic SA to move its headquarters from
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the Olympic Sports Field at Kensington, where it leases landirectly through a representative or through an appropriate
from the Burnside Council. The provision of around 100body. | thought | knew what this meant, but do we really
medium density homes in the redevelopment has been madeean it, and are we listening to them? It is with dismay and
possible through Better Cities funding from the Federalnger that | feel | need to raise this subject in the House
Government and will further strengthen the State and Feder&bnight. The subject of child sexual abuse is an issue that
Governments’ resolve to achieve inner suburban renewamany still choose to believe does not exist. During the past
Being located beside a gateway arterial road from thenonth | have worked with three different families, all faced
Adelaide Airport to the city, this redevelopment will provide with the same dilemma of dealing with and learning to cope
visitors to Adelaide with a much better first impression ofwith children who have been victims—or should | say the
South Australia—something that they certainly did not havgrey—of their fathers.
before. When they came down Burbridge Road and looked It is easy to say, ‘Do not get involved; it is a court matter
at the site it was quite appalling and not a good way to starbr (as in two of my cases) a family court matter,’ but it is not
a visit to a new city. easy not to get involved. How do you not help a seven-year-
Work will also start in October on the third and final stageold boy who tells you, ‘I don’t want to see my Dad; he hurts
of widening South Road between Anzac Highway and thene. He does things | don't like,’ or a five-year-old girl who
River Torrens. Much of this area is in the electorate ofscreams at the thought of an access visit because her Dad
Hanson. Starting the third stage of this project signifies théurts her and she cannot talk about where, but she knows it
beginning of the end to frustration suffered by motorists ands not right and she cannot go to sleep at night because that
pedestrians for so many years and this work will alsds when he climbs into bed and rapes her? That is bad enough
overcome traffic congestion problems, pavement deteriorder both mother and daughter to cope with, but try to imagine
tion and drainage issues. The work is expected to be conftow the mother feels when she suspects that her two year old
pleted within 12 months. There will be tremendous benefitbaby girl has also been interfered with. Life is a living hell
to my electorate as a result of this, including the underfor some children and some families, and sometimes it makes
grounding of ETSA overhead powerlines, a tree replacements feel ashamed that as adults and legislators we allow this
strategy, landscaping and streetscaping to be carried out by happen. We have laws in place, but who are they really
the Thebarton council and increased clearway restrictions torotecting?
further improve traffic flow. | also compliment the other | must admit | have very little faith in the Family Court.
council affected here, namely, the West Torrens council, an8ection 64(2) of the Family Law Act provides that the court
pay special tribute to its Mayor, Mr George Robinson. shall consider any wishes expressed by a child in relation to
Great changes have been made in South Australia durirfje custody or guardianship of or access to the child or in
the past 20 months of the Brown Liberal Government. Theelation to any other matter relevant to the proceedings and
people of South Australia can see that they have a Govershall give those wishes such weight as the court considers
ment that cares for them, a Government that is clearhappropriate in the circumstances of the case. | have looked at
responsible, a Government that is informative with the peopléhis section of the Act over and over again. | have tried to
kept in touch with projects and matters which affect them orrelate it to court cases that | was aware of, but | keep
a day-to-day basis. Pessimism has been replaced witiuestioning how section 64(2) is applied. Does what the child
optimism as we move into the second half of the Brownhas to say overrule what the court feels is in the better
Liberal Government’s first term in office. | support the interests of the child? Does what the child has to say carry
Address in Reply. any real weight? If so, why is a child not removed from the
care of a suspected perpetrator if the child states that a
Ms GREIG (Reynell): I, too, rise to support the particular person is interfering with them? Does the child’s
Governor's address and, even though | was not present gtatement not mean anything?
hear Her Excellency’s address, | read her speech with interest | am aware of the case of a little boy who after many
and | commend her positiveness and her strong belief in themonths now feels safe because access to his father has been
future of our State. There has been much talk throughout theuspended. He feels his battle is over and he will not be hurt
debate on the positive outlook for our State, and | know thaany more, because his Dad cannot see him. This little boy has
nearly all in this House are working hard towards theno understanding of the temporary suspension, and who is
betterment of South Australia and a secure future for ougoing to shatter this momentous feeling and tell him that the
children. However, there are still some who know that changéattle is not really over yet? We tell our children that it is
is not easy and who know that we have to progress forwardkay to tell and that they have every right to feel safe, but do
even with the tight fiscal restraint bestowed upon us, but thewe really mean it? In fact, does it mean anything to those kids
still go out of their way to use scare tactics and gutterout there who are still scared of the dark, still suffering
methods in an attempt to sabotage the work that has to breghtmares and still wetting their beds? These children cannot
done. While a lot of positive things are happening and Southeally be children; they have been violated by someone whom
Australia is building up strong economic confidence, therghey are supposed to trust and who says they love them. What
are still a number of social problems that seriously needights do these children really have? When | was at college
addressing. They will not and do not go away on their ownl clearly remember learning about the 1959 United Nations
We have to tackle them and we have to do it soon. Declaration on the Rights of the Child, which provided the
| want to use this opportunity to address one such sociaight to shelter, to food, to an education and to be cared for.
problem, and that is the issue of child sexual abuse. IWhatwas not expressed—probably because in 1959 no-one
opening my debate on this issue | want to share with memwould have acknowledged that a parent or care giver could
bers Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on theever violate a child—was the right to feel safe and free from
Rights of the Child 1989, which provides that children havesexual abuse.
the right to express their views freely in matters affecting Human rights are also children’s rights, and | am pleased
them and shall have the opportunity to be heard, eitheto see that there is to be an inquiry into child sexual abuse by
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our Human Rights Commissioner. However, it does not enability. Part 2 of the report addresses alternative systems for
here. Children’s rights are the responsibility of all of us.dealing with child sexual abuse. It refers to the 1986 Child
Children do know right from wrong and they will tell you Sexual Assault Task Force, where Justice Wells, when
when something is wrong and, no matter how young, theynterviewed, suggested that child sexual assault could be
still have the right to be heard. We have a real dilemma hermore appropriately dealt with by way of a coronial inquiry.
in our own State, a dilemma that because of the differenthere was also a reference to the 1991 parliamentary select
jurisdictions—State courts and Federal courts—our power toommittee report which included two recommendations that
interfere in what | consider to be the better interest of thehe committee supported but, to date, these recommendations
child is somewhat restricted. have not been acted upon. Itis also important that I highlight
To give an example of this | will refer to my own files and the first of these recommendations and | hope in the near
a case where the parents of a child could no longer care fduture that these recommendations are acted upon. The first
the child and the grandparents had virtually raised the childs:
They are now fighting for custody in the Family Court. The  thatin conjunction with bringing together legislation dealing with
child’s doctor suspects possible abuse. The child says itis thehildren under one Act, the Government also sets up an inquiry into
father, but of course this has to be proved. The fatheglternative approaches to the adversarial system with the aim of
contested the custody battle and had a good chance maklng law more effective in achieving justice for children.
winning. Then | was told that we needed new evidence beforBart 2 of the recommendation is:
we could make a case. In other words, the child had to be that in-service training seminars presented by experts, are
raped again and we would know within hours so that at leagtrovided for all solicitors, barristers and judges working in the field
we could get the proof and have the issue go into a courtroor?f child abuse.
to be heard. That is fine for giving the perpetrator a fair goAfter reading some of the anecdotal comments brought
but where is the equity? What does a child have to endure tiorward by judges making a mock of children’s evidence |
be believed? | wonder whether it would be different if thebelieve this recommendation is long overdue. Over recent
child had a right to vote! years many social justice issues have been identified as
The National Association of Parents Against Child Abusegrequiring ongoing judicial education. In particular an
and Neglect (NAPCAN) has called for an urgent review ofunderstanding of a child’s language skills and cognitive
the criminal justice system in child abuse cases. This followslevelopment would assist judges to maximise the evidence—
ayear of research by a team of doctors, police, social worke@iving potential of child witnesses.
and other allied health and welfare workers in the field of The phenomenon of child sexual abuse has a body of
child abuse. It has been made very clear that child abudenowledge now available which is not commonly known to
offenders are escaping punishment because of the inadequiitdges. The committee debated many complex considerations
justice system in South Australia. Paedophiles know that imnd came to the view that any revised system for dealing with
South Australia if they abuse a child under seven they wilchild sexual abuse should be based on clearly identified
more than likely go free. This is because existing rules of/alues and aims and, to quote from the report, would include
evidence do not cater for children of tender years who are stithe following: the system would encourage offenders to
developing cognitive skills and are hazy about sexualityaccept responsibilities for their actions and seek treatment;
dates, times and places of alleged offences. the revised system would have a commitment to the safety
The report goes on to highlight some very concerningand protection of children; it would acknowledge the need to
facts and figures collated from the Department for Family andoster a sense of justice in any children involved in the
Community Services and police statistics. For example, threprocess, family members and the wider community; the
out of 54 cases of abuse against children under seven, or lgggmary focus should be on determining where the truth lies;
than 5 per cent, resulted in conviction. Of these, two accuseahd the system for ascertaining the truth should be strict
had pleaded guilty and a third defendant is appealing. Duringnough to safeguard the rights of the accused, whilst being
1993-94, 1 579 child sexual abuse notifications were reporteitexible enough to allow the true situation to become evident.
to the Department for Family and Community Services. OfThe process would be conducted so as to minimise delays in
those, 506 were confirmed to be abusive in nature. Ther&énalising matters.
were 1 104 notifications to police and, of those, 499 resulted Part 3 of the report addresses counselling services and
in either arrest or report. After the screening process by bottvhether sufficient resources were available for victims. |
the DPP and the police prosecution units, 173 briefs werguess | had predicted what the outcome would be in this area
referred to the Magistrates Court, the Central District Courind, as expected, the results reflected long waiting periods
and the Supreme Court. The report went on to focus on thend general limitations due to a lack of resources, delays in
outcomes of court findings. In the majority of convictions thesubsequent appointments, a need for more training for
accused has pleaded guilty and thereby avoided the trigbunsellors and improved inter-agency communication.
period. In the cases not prosecuted the reasons given included Whilst | commend the work of the NAPCAN committee,
lack of corroboration or problems with judicial acceptance ofl still have a concern as to the powers of the Commonwealth
a child’s evidence, a child’s fear of facing the accused, feaversus the powers of State: in bringing together under one Act
of the general cross examination process and also the genelegislation dealing with children, will the suggested recom-
court environment. mendation in the report, the section dealing with alternative
There was also the problem of parents not wanting theisystems (part 2b(1)), address cases that are presently
children to give evidence and, unfortunately, the inability ofconsidered under Federal legislation? This is an area |
a child to recall times, dates and details. The tender age of ttemnsider a serious problem. Is it a State issue or is it a Federal
child is an issue that the court process currently canndssue? Why can it not be a child’s issue? Why do the rights
address. The court process is designed for adults araf the child—the right to be safe, the right to be protected—
currently does not seem to maximise the potential of the chileciot have a higher priority that is above that of either State or
to give their evidence at their own level of development and-ederal court, thus making the child the No. 1 priority?
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What | am talking about is not new. Norway was the firstsystem treats children as objects of concern, and largely
country in the world to appoint a separate official to watchdenies them the opportunity to advocate for themselves and
over the rights and interests of childrenbArneombudebr  to present their views in court or as part of a mediation
children’s ombudsman, was appointed by the Norwegiamrocess.

Parliament in 1981. The first appointee, Malfrid Grude | have only skimmed the surface of a problem that has
Flekkoy, was an effective advocate for the concept of @&xisted for many years. For hundreds of young children abuse
Government-funded agency to promote the interests g away of life. There is also a small team of caring people—
children. Sweden, too, has an enviable record in protectingoncerned parents, welfare workers, health workers, doctors,
the rights of children, and a non-government agency, Raddgolice—trying to help the children but, as | mentioned earlier,
Barnen (the Swedish Save the Children Fund), appointed@sources are limited and funding is not there to cope with
children’s ombudsman in the late 1970s. Tedensor de la  problems or to properly address preventive measures. | do not
infanciawas an initiative of the Costa Rican Government seknow the answer to the problem—I wish | did—but we have
up in 1987 and given full Iegal status in 1990. New Zealand’smany good pe0p|e Working on preventive measures and
Commissioner for Children was appointed in 1989, fundethossible solutions. In finishing | quote Thomas Hummarberg,
by and having administrative links with the Department ofthe Swedish representative on the United Nations Committee
Social Welfare. on the Rights of the Child 1990, as follows:

| recently repeived some_information frqm_Ms Pam Linke Politicians, eager to be seen as child friendly have often paid lip
of the Australla_n Early Childhood AS.SOC'at'O_n' | had me?service to the well-being of children. But, at the end of the day,
Pam at a function that was addressing the issues of chilghildren usually have been let down. In the power game, other
abuse, and we shared a common interest. | relayed to Pam rimjerests have been stronger. Children have always been, and still are,
perceived frustrations in child protection and how | believedhe victims of hypocrisy.
the current system was out of touch. Pam spoke to me of gsupport the motion for adoption of the Address in Reply.

report and a draft policy called ‘Action for Children—the The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Brokenshire): The
Establishment of a National Office of a Commissioner fory, .o/ rable member's time has expired. The member for

Children’. The report was dated November 1994. It provide%-orrens
a worthwhile alternative in addressing children’s issues. '

In writing in support of the establishment by the Federal Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): As have other members
Government of an independent office of Commissioner fo, .40 present my compliments to the Governor—a superb

Children, the Australian Early Childhood Association Governor, indeed. She has taken the office to the community
foresees the office of the Commissioner as having th d travels into the country at a very hectic pace, thus
responsibility to ensure and promote the needs and rights g suring that all areas of the State have equal recognition.

children. At present, there is no coherent, systematic 0§y, ig 5 woman of great integrity. My mother-in-law knew
structpral means by Wh'Ch to ensure that the needs, INCreSIRr in her very early days, as other members have recounted
and rights of our children are brought to the attention 9f3hout our Governor, and has always spoken very highly of

Governmentand are taken into account. Indeed, children age, ¢ my mother-in-law speaks highly of anyone, then they
probably the only major group in the population for which are'very deserving of those comments '

this is not the case. . . .
The wellbeing of children must be a commitment of the Sadly, this Government that she is saddled with does not
jve one iota about the traditional working people of this

highest order because, as the most vulnerable and depend&@i€ h heard nothing in f f d ;
group in society, they cannot pursue it for themselves. Thigtate: | have heard nothing in favour of support and commit-
should be sufficient reason to take whatever action i€n€ntto the needs of the average community dweller. In the

necessary to guarantee their wellbeing. However, there aFé)ntributio_n of the mem_ber fo_r Lee, he says ‘Te"?“*.‘ the
also other reasons for a nation to give the wellbeing of it eople to fish and they will eat fish for the rest of their lives.

children the highest priority. The future is constructed in thg"12ke them responsible for themselves. Go out and do more
present, and so it is, to a large extent, dependent on tﬁ@luntary Work._ | can only say to the member for Lee that
quality of our children’s childhood. Children are the citizens'V& '€ responsible people:_ we do vquntar_y work, but we also
of the future. Governments which ignore their obligations to"€€d Government to provide proper services such as health
children, which see them only as adjuncts to other economiga"e: education and the right to work. Sadly, this Liberal
and social policies, which address their needs only a overnment is reducing those rights and our work force.
members of families or in an uncoordinated way, jeopardise Government members speak of the number of jobs they
not only the lives of children now but also the future. Therecreate, but never of the number they shed. During this
are more than 4.5 million children and young people belowAddress in Reply we heard the contribution of the member
the age of 18 years in Australia. They constitute almost 2for Wright: denigration of an issue of the community dwellers
per cent of all Australians. The physical, sexual and emotio@gain. However, it was not in defence of his Government's
nal abuse of children by adults is one of the most pressingPpalling denigration of those in the community but, in his
social issues in Australia today, yet policies for protectingcomment, in self-defence. | can only say to the member for
children vary considerably in their ambit and effectivenesd/Vright that he would have been wise to letit go. I would not
and are too often piecemeal and patchy, under-funded arfitve brought this matter to this House in this debate. | would
lacking in suitably trained and supported staff. have discussed the issue at another time, for the reason of
The legal protections for children depend on where theygnsuring support for and awareness of the plight of the
live. Laws and practices as to care, protection and treatmeRgoples of French Polynesia. The member for Wright has
of children vary significantly between different States andaised the issue in this debate when it should have been dealt
Territories and, again’ between the States and the CommoYthh at another time and, asl said, as another issue in its own
wealth, with consequent uncertainty, inconsistency andight.
variation in the quality of services. Australia’s family law ~ Mr Caudell: When?
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Mrs GERAGHTY: There is ample opportunity, | remind Mrs GERAGHTY: The honourable member may jest
the member for Mitchell, to raise these issues, and they coulabout this.
have been raised publicly; but not in this debate. If the Mr Caudell interjecting:
honourable member would like to listen, | may be able to Mrs GERAGHTY: | think you are. The member for
enlighten him on one or two things. In his contribution theMitchell jests about this very serious situation in Tabhiti. |
member for Wright said that he did not raise the issue withsuggest that this is not a matter about which to be light
me or an honourable member from another place. WhyRearted. It is a very serious matter and one which affects us
Because he cannot do so with integrity. | have long followedhow and may affect us in the future.
the walk through life of the member for Wright, particularly ~ The Hon. D.C. Wotton interjecting:
from the day he defeated the very good member Molly Byrne Mrs GERAGHTY: Yes, indeed. This was the message,
in the seat of Todd. | watched his demise a couple ofnd it was a strong message. An element of the independence
elections later and | have watched his activities since withmovement was involved, and the member for Wright spoke
interest. about this on numerous occasions. In fact, the member for

Itis fair to say that | am a fairly reasonable person. | neveiVright said that independence was all the protest was about.
denigrate for the sake of it, nor with a deliberate intention td suggest that the issue of independence is one involving
cause harm. | do notinvolve myself in personal attack for théhose who group together, and they all opposed the bomb.
sake of it, but | will not let go of an issue that | believe is oneThe real issue, as always, was the bomb. Hundreds of people
of injustice—and with this Government there is greatwere involved in the march to say to the French Government,
injustice. There is no wage justice. There is no— ‘No bomb. Regardless of what the member for Wright says,

Mr Caudell interjecting: the issue was always the bomb.

Mrs GERAGHTY: The honourable member may think  French Polynesians do not want any more nuclear testing,
this fairly flippant, but | suggest that he listen. There is noand 63 per cent of the French population said ‘No’, as did
wage justice, no equity for the working and unemployedother countries. Nuclear testing pollutes the waters around
persons and no justice for the grassroots of our society. | s&rench Polynesia and elsewhere. It also takes away their
here that night and listened to the comments of the membaeability to sell the few remaining products of their agricultural
for Wright and, in all honesty, | was absolutely appalled andoursuits. They cannot sell produce such as copra and vanilla
even infuriated by his contribution. That is indicative of thebecause they cannot produce certificates proving that those
attitude of this Government to the grassroots of our societyproducts are unpolluted by radioactivity. No sale, no jobs, no
those who live the struggle and the battle every day. Wherself-reliance and no freedom. Did the member for Wright
is the soul of this Government? Sadly, that soul is spelt ‘soleinvestigate that?
as is the member for Wright's. Where is the honourable Mr Caudell: Any profit?
member’s insight, foresight and commitment to people? Itis Mrs GERAGHTY: The member for Mitchell asks—
nowhere. | do not believe that the honourable member has The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for
any. The member for Wright has the mentality of theMitchell will have his turn in due course. He is distracting the
aristocracy of occupied countries. member for Torrens. | ask the member for Torrens to address

Let me tell members the story of Tahiti as seen from théher remarks through the Chair and not across the Chamber.
streets, from my heart, and the truth not as | see it but as it Mrs GERAGHTY: Thank you, Sir. The member for
actually was. The day-to-day incidents as stated by th#litchell raises an interesting point. He suggests no profit:
member for Wright are not all that important. Who did whatdoes the honourable member place the welfare of people
is merely a kaleidoscope of days of activities, of wordsbehind profit? His remark indicates to me that profit is
thoughts, feelings, anger and frustration: frustration fronparamount to the welfare of people. | suggest that he not
years of suppression, from being ignored and from just beingontinue with that sentiment. As | said: no sale, no jobs; with
fodder; from being a means to another’s end. This is ouno self-reliance, there is no freedom. | ask whether the
country. What would our reaction be if another country wereamember for Wright investigated that. As to the member for
to come in and create activities of violence against outee’s suggestion that the people should be taught to fish and
existence? If we were to make the member for Wright outhey can eat fish for the rest of their lives, what fish can the
spokesperson, he would sell us out. If we raised our fists ipeoples of French Polynesia eat? Nothing—not safely,
gesture, the honourable member would say that we weranyway.
uncouth and violent and would disassociate himself from us. | agree with the member for Wright that there was

He would have his own distorted understanding of thedisorganisation regarding the trip, and | too have concerns
situation. His attitude is that of a bygone era where countrieabout that, but | and my colleague from another place went
determined the fate of people for colonialistic ends. Thankfulto Tahiti to support the local people and to say ‘No’ to the
ly, that time has gone and it is just some arrogant quarters thabmb, and we did that. We did that but we did it with the
have not yet realised that. | wonder what the member folocal people in the streets, unlike the member for Wright. |
Wright would have said when the French were forced to leaveecall seeing the member for Wright on only two occasions:
South-East Asia; or, for that matter, the Americans. Imaginence when we arrived and the day when we flushed him out
standing in the streets of Tahiti with hundreds of peoplef his hotel, which for the benefit of members was the Hyatt.
families, including mums, dads, grandmothers, grandfathers$ visited the Hyatt, which has a wonderful view of Papeete
kids, community groups from other countries and politiciandrom the balcony, but you would need binoculars to see what
from around the world—all united together with a messagewas happening, and even then it would still be a distant blur.
no bomb. At the end of the runway at the burnt-out airport, The member for Wright apologised for the behaviour of
a group of elderly women sat in a canoe in a peacefusome of the Australians. Again, his criticism is not directed
defiance against the military. They were there as the lastt me or a member from another place, yet he denigrates and
bastion of Tahitian protest. criticises everyone else. However, he did not criticise his own

Mr Caudell: Was there any water? Liberal colleagues. The member for Hindmarsh, Chris Gallus,
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stood on the podium and spoke of her support at what thimformation from the television commentary and not from
member for Wright claims was merely a march aboutpersonal experience. However, his views are almost com-
independence. Very confused messages come from thetely opposite to those of other politicians from around the
member for Wright. In fact, many of his colleagues packedvorld who were there. The physical facts are true to a degree:
their bags and took off before the riots started because thdfiere was rioting, looting and burning, but the member for
were terrified of staying and seeing what was happening. IWright forgot to ask why and to what extent. | suppose the
my opinion, they went there for publicity, not for the real answer is that the Tahitians have been repressed for years.
issue—the bomb—and not because they were concernddhey have no say in what happens around their territory.
about the Tahitians, their livelihood and the future of theirNuclear testing goes on without concern for their welfare and
families. The member for Wright made specific reference tavithout consultation.
the riot at the airport. He told this House that the riots were Mr Caudell interjecting:
well planned and claimed they were organised by the pro- Mrs GERAGHTY: The member for Mitchell again says
independence movement, which used women and children &ss a minority group. The honourable member was supposed
shields. He spoke of the violence, insinuating that it was théo go on the trip but he piked out. Why did the member for
deliberate intention of the pro-independence movement. H®litchell not go and see whether there was a minority group
said that rocks had been strategically placed in position. Itisr whether it was Tahitian people saying ‘No’?
interesting that he displayed such knowledge of the situation Mr Caudell interjecting:
when his only trip to the airport on the morning of the riot ~ Mrs GERAGHTY: | agreed with the member for Wright
was a futile attempt to leave. He did not go anywhere neaand | agree with the member for Mitchell that the
anything to know the real story. organisation was not very good. However, some of us still
We were at the airport every day. We did not go islandwent because we had a commitment to say ‘No’ to nuclear
hopping to escape. As acknowledged by the member faesting. Our commitment was not about whether the
Wright, he went off to Bora Bora, the island of paradise, a®rganisation was very good: it was a commitment to say ‘No’
it is called. We were there every day with the Tahitiansto nuclear testing. But the member for Mitchell piked out. |
supporting them and their message. They wanted thsuggest that the member continue with his reading.
Australian politicians there, but sadly some of them had Mr Caudell interjecting:
hopped on a plane and flown back to Australia, while the rest The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for
of them went island hopping. | believe that the people whdMitchell is out of order.
demonstrated intended it to be a peaceful demonstration. The Mrs GERAGHTY: As | said, the Tahitians and the
situation did become tense and physical, but had the Frengieople of French Polynesia have no say in what happens
military not over-reacted | do not believe that the situationaround their territory. Nuclear testing goes on out without any
would have escalated to the point it did. concern for their welfare and without any consultation. They
The French response was deliberate and provocative. Evame forced to wear a decision made by Jacques Chirac. The
so, there was an element of humour in the situation. Theducation system does not give them the skills to manage
Tahitians were dressed in shorts, T-shirts and thongs artteir affairs. They are taught things like geography and
threw rocks at the military. The military, who were in full literature but never any of the sciences or anything of any
battle gear, responded with stun grenades, tear gas and rublaeademic standard that would enable them to have a career
bullets, taking the hand of a nine-year-old child. Theyin anything other than service industries. To do this they must
deliberately fired at a nine-year-old child. Tell me that thatgo to France or to another country. In fact, the issue of
was not a provocative action on the part of the Frenchuclear testing cannot even be discussed in their Parliament;
military! It was hardly a fair battle. The tear gas was verythey have no say in the matter. In the future, when France has
painful, and it was certainly an experience that | do not wisHinally finished with the islands and no longer has a need of
to repeat. them, what legacy will it have left behind? What will the
| have no doubt in my mind about the intention of the Tahitian future be? With the resilience of the people and their
French Government in this matter, and to hear the membestrength, they will have another battle to contend with, and
for Wright apologise to them was galling. What did he | have no doubt that they will survive, but at what price? Yet,
apologise for—for saying ‘No’ to the bomb and for protest-the member for Wright apologises to the French
ing? The French Government’s propaganda encouraged anBovernment—a Government which flew in the military to
Australian feelings among the French people in the area, arglell the violence to which it contributed and which it
it was deliberate. | do not want to repeat my experience, butflamed.
it was enlightening to have been there and then to compare Mr Caudell interjecting:
that experience with what we saw on television and read in Mrs GERAGHTY: Thatis a good point and | will come
the papers, which was completely different. What we saw vido that. The military was indiscriminate in its attack and was
the satellite and what we read in the papers was not true. tteliberate and intent on a forceful resolution—this was the
was propaganda at its worst. role of the military. My colleague and | were sitting in a taxi
We hear of the suppression of information, we are toldbbserving the activities at the airport the following day, and
about controlled media and, indeed, we experience it in thisre were fired at numerous times. The accuracy from such a
country. However, to witness it to the degree that it occurredlistance was impressive, to say the least, and there were
in Tahiti and via the French satellite was absolutely stunningseveral direct hits on the taxi. Thankfully, there is a high
By way of example, | cite an article in the French newspapefailure rate with stun grenades but not so with tear gas. The
Despatchclaiming that Australians keep the Aboriginal poor taxi driver had trouble starting the car, and his terror was
community locked in compounds and surrounded by razoadded to by my pounding on his back telling him to go. As
wire. It is somewhat like the situation in this House on oddis the nature of the Tahitians, he apologised for swearing in
occasions. The member for Wright gives his view, and hehis most tense situation. It was frightening, but it brought
probably believes the propaganda because he took hi®me to me the reality that the military meant business.
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The Tahitians are peaceful and warm people. Violenceis Mrs GERAGHTY: Sir, | should be delighted to ignore
not their way. But can you wonder in the current climate whythe member for Mitchell. However, he is at my side and is
there is violence? Oscar Temaru, who has been denigratedlike a little canary, just twittering away.
this House by the member for Wright, is a strong and gentle  Mr Foley: A big canary.
man. He is deeply religious and has a great love of his people ;. GERAGHTY: A big yellow canary, twittering away.
and of his home. Even in moments of anger his raised voice i .
could hardly be called a roar. We had many meetings (at none Mr Foley: A big ugly yellow canary.
of which | saw the member for Wright) with Oscar Temaru, Mrs GERAGHTY: | would not go so far as to say that
union members, members of the church and with the locdle was ugly. The member for Hart wishes me to confirm that,
people. They spoke of independence, but can you wonddut | shall go on. As | was saying, these people are being
why? They sought help from politicians from Australia, New interrogated and psychologically and physically mistreated.
Zealand, Ireland and around the world to put pressure on tHdany of the people to whom this is happening are innocent
French Government to stop the testing: it was as simple ddystanders. Itis an outrageous violation of the fundamental
that. On Sunday 24 September the second bomb wd#ghts of citizens.
detonated. Surely, we can all see the provocation of that. It Their method of electing the people’s representative in the
occurred on a Sunday, the day of worship of a deeplylerritorial Assembly is not one that we would encourage. In
religious people. Why not the day before? Why not the dayact, we rid ourselves of it some time ago. The last State to
after? Why not? It is because it was Sunday, their day ofast this asunder was Queensland. | refer to the gerrymander
worship. It was deliberate provocation. There is no answesystem of government. Sadly, the French Polynesians at this
to the French Government’s contempt for the people oftage are not so lucky. Electorates there range from 300 to
French Polynesia. well over 1 100 people and are obviously weighted in favour

We know that the media’s video tapes were confiscatedf the pro-French dominators. We would be grateful to have
for the purpose of identifying activists and incarcerating anclectorates of between 300 and 1 100; even 2 000 would be
intimidating them and their families. While we were there,fine. We could all be god parents to each of their children. As
unionists and others participating in the riot were rounded up} is weighted so much in favour of pro-French dominators in
gaoled and tortured. It is not an allegation; it is true. those islands, we could hardly say that the majority of people

Mr Caudell: Fact. can have their say. It is basically a political system of

Mrs GERAGHTY: lItis a fact. Jacques Chirac, aided by dominance. The people of French Polynesia are still seeking
Gaston Flosse, has ensured that anyone who wants to prot€sf Support, as well as world support, and | think we owe it
cannot do so. By intimidating supporters and leaders such 48 them. It is our duty, and we should give them that.
Oscar Temaru and others like him, they have effectivelyVhatever happens there will ultimately befall us at some time
hamstrung and, by intimidation, quelled the riots andn the future.
opportunity for the freedom of speech. Oppression is the The fragility of Mururoa is obvious. The French Govern-
name of the game and the means of dealing with the situatioment could not use the atoll for the second bigger test because

Mr Caudell interjecting: that atoll is unstable. How stable is Fangataufa? There may

Mrs GERAGHTY: ltis interesting that the member for still be six more tests to go, and | ask: why in a peaceful
Mitchell finds this amusing. This is an issue of human rightgvorld do we need nuclear testing at all? Are we not able to
and the member for Mitchell finds it amusing. That is mostresolve these issues by discussion? These performances of
interesting. power, _o_f cockerel_s fluffi_ng their feathers, crowing about

Even while we were there, people were taken and locketheir ability to dominate, is a dangerous game and one that
away. | have had faxes in the past few days with informatiors@dly causes great damage, not only to the people of French
showing that people are now being identified from thosé?olynesm but to our world’s environment. The contamination
tapes and being interrogated at gunpoint in their homes. Thei there and will spread further. Itis not only to France that
front doors are being broken in, their homes are beind'€ should b_e saying we will not tolerate the testing but to
ransacked and they, too, are being taken away. We do not seer countries as well.
that on our television and we do not hear that in our media What of the issues for the people of this State? What
broadcasts because of the suppression of information.  benefit from everyday services will we derive when this State

Mr Caudell interjecting: Liberal Government relinquishes control over them? At

Mrs GERAGHTY: The member for Mitchell says that Whose mercy will we be and what will we have? | am a
is not happening. That is probably the most unintelligen€itizen and taxpayer of this State, and I rely on good health
remark | have ever heard from a member in this House, ang@re. In fact, just a week or so ago I needed the emergency

it lacks deep compassion. What else will he joke about? Whatervices of a public hospital. My grandson wants a good
about Bosnia? Is it not happening there either, or is that §ducation, so why are we destroying these essential services,

fantasy of a great writer? It probably is. the grassroots of our society, that which all our society relies
An honourable member: This is the Address in Reply ©ON évery day? We have been listening to Minister Olsen
debate. telling us that he is selling off our water.
Mrs GERAGHTY: He says that this has nothing to do ~ Members interjecting:
with it. Mrs GERAGHTY: He says he is not selling it off, but |
Mr Caudell: That's right. bet he sells it off to North West, because even he is hot game

Mrs GERAGHTY: Did you say that to the honourable enough to move into the French company. Then we have
member? He says that | should not be addressing this issudinister Ingerson, with his despicable activities concerning
The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest that the member for WorkCover. He is just putting people on the scrap heap.
Torrens should address her remarks through the Chair and The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time

ignore the member for Mitchell, who is out of order. has expired.
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Mr FOLEY (Hart): Itis with pleasure that | contribute as to exactly what the IBM deal involved. It did not seem
to the Address in Reply debate. Tonight | intend to speakight that it could sign a memorandum of understanding
mainly about outsourcing within Government, a feature of theeommitting the Government to $1 billion worth of expendi-
first 18 months of the Brown Government, and the specifi¢ure over a decade without due process and without consider-
issue that | would address tonight is the EDS contract, thang all other options. The Premier’s immediate reaction was
proposed outsourcing of information technology. It isthat we were being a typical knocking Opposition—the
important that we have a very close review of what theterrible Opposition. How quickly we had slipped into the role
Government has done in this respect. If we cast our mindf a negative Opposition! | suspect that members opposite
back to the day before the last State election, and trace bagkere well skilled in negative opposition as they had been
the key critical points since that date to evaluate and assedsing it for so long. That is not what we were doing: we were
how the Premier has handled this major outsourcing contracsjmply saying that it just did not look right.

we trace a very interesting story. ) Through the month of February we asked what the
I'have to say it is a very good case study in how not tomemorandum of understanding involved, whether the
undertake a major outsourcing project. Itis important, as Weremijer would table it, to what had the Premier committed
enter this new area of Government activity, that both theyimself, what homework had the Premier done, what
Opposition and the Government have a candid look at howiscussions and negotiations had occurred, why was not EDS
it has handled this contract. Let us consider the day before thgsrmitted to tender, why was not local industry prepared to
IaSt State election. | St|” have the ViSiOI’] etChed in my min Ook more C|Ose|y at |t and Why were other major mu|t|_
of the then General Manager of IBM, Mr Mark Bradley, and nationals not prepared to look at it? There was simply stone-
the then Opposition Leader, Dean Brown. What were theyya|ling from the Premier. We did not stop at that, because the

saying? Together they made an announcement that I1B¥je of an Opposition is to be constructive and to point out
would invest in South Australia about $150 million and creatqyhere a Government is going wrong.

at least 2 000 direct jobs, with the distinct possibility of its

being somewhere closer to 4 000 when we take the multipli On 10 March the Premier addressed State Government

e .

into account. It would stimulate a further $500 million of (ﬁepartmental executives and all the heads of each agency.
- o - ; . The Premier and Dr Craig Mudge talked about the Premier’s

economic activity for this State and involve the contracting objectives and the non-negotiable issues of IT outsourcing.

out of the whole of Government IT functions Somewhere inpy o pyemier feit that it was important that he tell his bureau-

the order of $1 billion. That was Dean Brown'’s statement the . :
day before the last State election. cracy exactly what he and Dr Craig Mudge saw as their

What | intend to do now is to walk us through the critical vision. | am painting  picture of a top-down policy. This was

dates since Dean Brown, on the eve of the State electiome vision and the policy of the Premier of South Australia

made that bold prediction. | mentioned 10 December, whicf&h?épnggijtﬂ/rgg}%cﬂgo his Cabinet, his Party room and his
was the critical date on which Mark Bradley and Dean Brown O B ) ) )
made that now fateful statement. The Leader of the Opposi- The next critical date is 5 April. The Office of Information
tion then became Premier of the State and on 29 Decembdi€chnology advised the employees of the Government in the
following the memorandum of understanding signed betwee@réa of information technology of the Cabinet IT
Mark Bradley of IBM and Dean Brown prior to the elec- subcommlttee's decision of some days earller,_on 29 March,
tion—and it was quite extraordinary for an Opposition to signfirst, that there would be a complete outsourcing of agency
a memorandum of understanding with a private sectofPplications. Secondly, | would like to say that, as the result
entity—the Information Technology Industry Development©f Opposition pressure (to which he would not admit), the
Task Force was set up, commissioned by the Cabinet at tfgémier then announced that he would allow parallel
suggestion of the Premier. The Chairman was Dr Craid'€gotiations with both EDS and IBM. One month earlier he
Mudge and task force members represented the industfd said that it was not appropriate for us to be quizzing him
associations, the Office of Information Technology, theOn this cosy deal we thought he had done with IBM and, all
Economic Development Authority and the MFP. So, soorPfasudden, one month later he was telling the employees of

after coming to power the Premier wanted to implement highe Government that they were to have a parallel tendering
vision. process; EDS had been brought into the fold. He mentioned

The next critical date of interest is 7 January 1994. Mithat the Government also intended to outsource telecommuni-

Mark Bradley, who had been the IBM General Manager foications and that there wpuld be a common, whole of Govern-
South Australia and who so boldly sat with the then Leadefent software and user interface. The local computer industry
of the Opposition and announced this deal, left IBM under dmmediately asked, ‘What does this mean to us? What is IBM
within six or seven weeks of the new Government, seniof€an for local industry?’ At that time there was significant
management within IBM nationally did not look favourably local mdustry.angst and concern about just what that meant.
upon a partisan political stunt by a regional manager of IBMWere they being shut out and excluded; were they going to
It was nothing more than a partisan political stunt by aloose from this deal? There was wide reporting in the print
regional manager of IBM and perhaps Mark Bradley paid thénd electronic media expressing local industry concerns.
price for that. It is a credit to IBM that it realised thatitwas  On 12 April the Premier said that the Government was
not the appropriate way for its executive to be conductinghen going through due diligence with two major companies,
himself. EDS and IBM, and that the Government would achieve
During the month of February—the first sitting month of substantial savings and industry development. It guaranteed
the Parliament under the Liberal Government—the thenhat there would be a market share for smaller companies in
Leader of the Opposition (Lynn Arnold), the now Leader of South Australia. That was in response to questioning by me;
the Opposition (the member for Ramsey) and | launched intthe Premier basically committed the Government to ensuring
a number of searching, probing questions of the Governmetthat local industry was not being left behind. | welcomed that;
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I thought it was the least the Premier could commit toWeekend Australiaentitled ‘Computer firms snub tender
supporting local industry. offer’, which stated:

On the same day on Keith Conlon’s radio show on 5AN | ocal South Australian firms are angry over the South Australian
the Deputy Premier denied that local industry would beGovernment’s announcement of EDS and IBM’s parallel tender
frozen out of the proposal. He said that companies involvegegotiations. ..
in information technology in South Australia would remain The companies rejected an offer by the Government to put in
and that most of the Public Service IT staff would remainan alternative bid because of the impossibility to do so in the
within Government. This will be a very interesting commentlimited time. At the eleventh hour the Government said it
to read back to the Premier in the months ahead. On Keitvould accept a tender from local businesses, but it had left
Conlon’s program of 12 April the Deputy Premier said theno time for them to do it. On 3 May, again in tAastralian
Government would not be subsidising or investing hugavhich has taken a particular interest in this issue, we saw an
dollars into the proposed economic development plant airticle ‘Investor lure in controversial outsourcing deal’ and
Technology Park. The leverage to get EDS or IBM to Soulthit details the IT 2000 Task Force strategy and committee’s
Australia would be via the whole of Government contract anddentification of $1.2 billion of outsourcing work in
would not involve any inducements such as payroll taxGovernment IT.
concessions or other industry attraction offerings. Iwillwait  professor Craig Mudge, the Premier's own person

with interest to see exactly whether that is the case. designed to come up with the quantum of business available
On 14 April EDS made a confidential request to thefor outsourcing, put a figure of $1.2 billion on the value of
Government as a commercial in-confidence request froroomputer IT work. He said that $140 million worth of
EDS to the Office of Information Technology requiring business should be let in the first year. A few days later on
descriptive and cost information re staffing, hardware3 May things started to get a bit tight. Speculation was rife
software, computer suppliers, outside services, facilitiesas to who would be given the contract, whether it was EDS
administration details, service level agreements and dater IBM. An Advertiserarticle said ‘IBM not ditched says the
communications inventory. Clearly, in mid April EDS was Government’ and it went on:
concerned that there did not appear to be sufficient infor-  rpe Brown Government denies it has ditched IBM from the
mation from which it could prepare its bid. Two days later onestimated $1 billion contract for IT outsourcing.

16 April in Philip White's column in theé\dvertiserthere Was =, v ater as the shadow Minister | received a letter from
reference to Crown Law concerns about the legitimacy of th;je Auditor-General in response to my request that he
}Eenvbi?ﬁdtireoiﬁgiOﬂggﬁ?“g? z;nFBvrﬁ]n%uoTj t?]f inuiiggn nvestigate the due process and the Auditor-General advised
9 9 > - . that he would be examining the outsourcing in his audit for
Mr Mark Bradley, and that followed Opposition questioning 1993-94 and in subsequent audits. On 10 May the local

about the legal status of that memorandum of understandinﬁ10|ustry association members are briefed by Mr Ray Dundon

Again in response to Opposition guestioning, on 20 April theon proposed outsourcing. Industry sources were on the record

Premier said that EDS and IBM were in p_arallel negotiationsSaying that the Government had decided on outsourcing
for Government outsourcing and economic development. Thsefore looking for in-house cost savings and considering local

final contract signing would be within the end of three. .
months. This Wa% at ?he end of April 1994, and the Premie'ﬂjgsny in the whole of Government approach. | now go to
’ : une—

ing that the final contract would be signed within . L
was saying tha 9 Members interjecting:

three months. He says: . ) .
. . . . Mr FOLEY: | have got all night, if you like. On 15 June
canltblz ‘évé?fggg?ﬁféﬁgﬁnotﬁtic')ﬂr'&ﬂlé.sw that 20 per cent SaVINIIBM announced that it would be headquartering its ASEAN
. . regional computing operations in Australia. This was just

Members should listen to that. Towards the end of Aprll lggﬁbrior to the State Government's awarding the contract and
achieved to the Government of at least 20 per cent. development initiative on the horizon. It was clearly a

Members interjecting: deliberate ploy to put them in a better position with the

Mr FOLEY: Please wait, there is more. The following contract. One day later, on 16 June, Tiebegraph Mirrorin
day on 21 April, this time in response to a question from theSydney actually tipped that this establishment would be
member for Hartley (my colleague across the Chamber), bpcated in Sydney. Then on 18 June, the IT 2000 Report, by
dorothy dixer which gives the matter even more importanceRrofessor Craig Mudge, was published. The next critical date
the Premier cites the possible savings of about $60 million & 8 July, and the Deputy Premier and Treasurer, Stephen
year and significant economic benefits to the State. ThBaker, mentioned that the EDS/IBM best and final offers
Premier denies that there was a pre-election agreement wittere received on 27 June. There would be an eight-week
IBM and that what agreement there was had no legahssessment period before the final decision. Expected cost
standing. Through deliberate questioning from his own sideavings were about 20 per cent, and there would be a
the Premier was saying that there would be savings of at leagtiaranteed share of business for local industry. So again there
$60 million a year. Members should track those figures irwas a commitment from the Government that savings to the
their heads as we go through the chronology of dates an@overnment through IT outsourcing would be at least 20 per
critical comments and we will see how these numbers shrinkent.
over time. Then in August the Opposition released a confidential

On 21 April the Opposition through me called for the report on outsourcing by the Centre for Economic Studies. It
Auditor-General to investigate the dual tendering process andas the report commissioned by the Department of Treasury
ensure that due process had been undertaken, that there el Finance. It was extremely critical of the proposed deal.
been no shortcuts and that the Government was undertaki@f course, we raised that in the Parliament. The Premier
the due process. On 23 April we saw an article in thedismissed it, and he was quite pleased with himself when he
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said that he deliberately excluded Treasury officials from thenational computer consultants warned of risks of technologi-
whole IT outsourcing negotiations because they—and he saizhl lock-in in outsourcing contracts, and stated there was an
words to this effect—would simply hamper the process. international move to co-sourcing and specialist outsourcing
On 25 August the Premier said that the negotiation processther than the whole of Government approach. That was an
for the preferred supplier would result in a very significantinteresting article putting an interesting point of view across.
economic development and potentially huge savings of some On 17 November the Premier addressed an IT conference
$20 million to $30 million per year to the State Government.at the Hilton. He cited three major initiatives of the
He said, in response to a question from me, that Soutovernment’s IT strategy: the development and production
Australia would have the very best contract possible and thatf the spatial information systems; the establishment of the
he had employed the two best outsourcing contract lawyed®C; and that South Australia was a major Asian-Pacific
in the entire world. So he was still sticking to his hugeregional IT training centre. Certainly full steam ahead for the
amount of predicted savings. On 5 September, the Premi@&remier. On 23 November the Premier claimed the SA Centre
announced that South Australia would establish a word clager Economic Study report was irrelevant and out of date
IT industry, with five key objectives. The following day, on even before it was published.
6 September, he announced that South Australia would move In 1995, an article in th@dvertiserby Mr Robert Kella
to boost its IT appeal. He detailed the contents of the IT 2000f Arthur Andersen entitled ‘Public sector outsourcing fears’
report, and the Brown Government's strategies for theexpressed concerns regarding the outsourcing and felt there
development of IT in South Australia. had not been a proper impact assessment. On 8 March 1995,
On 13 September, in a pre-planned sequence leading DS announced due diligence negotiations were entering the
to the announcement, the Premier announced that EDS wiéisal stages. The focus was to reach a conclusion by the end
the successful bidder. He expected savings of $100 millionf March 1995 and it was expected to have eight different
over nine years and that a new computer technology centffanction groups working parallel with the SA Government by
would be built in South Australia. He expected that up toApril. We were looking for the contract to be signed by May
1 300 new IT jobs would be directly created, and that therat the very latest.
would be up to half a billion dollars improvement to the  On 19 April the Premier had a video conference link up
economy in South Australia over nine years. So it wouldwith Hong Kong explaining to EDS managers the benefits of
mean an extra half a billion dollars to our State gross producthe Government's strategic partnership with EDS. On 20
He claimed delivery of major benefits to the State after onlyApril, an article in theAdvertiserwas headlined ‘Computer
nine months in office, and he emphasised the Governmentteal still not signed’. Government sources were speculating
commitment to maintaining the level of contracts with localon further delays in the computer contract signing. The
firms. Premier denied there were problems with the contract but
We can all remember that day in the Estimate Committeeexpected it would be June before the signing. On 19 May the
We could not wipe the grin from the Premier’s face. On thatPremier admitted in thAdvertisera $700 million deal hitch
day, the Opposition cautiously welcomed what the Governand said there had been difficulties finalising the deal but it
ment had announced, but we made clear that we had som&s still on track for June. On 6 June, in response to a
major concerns. This was the first time any contract such aguestion from me, the Premier refused to commit the
this had ever been attempted in the world. The complexitiepotential value of the EDS contract. On 13 June, again in the
were just mind boggling, and this was being attempted wittAdvertiser the headline was, ‘Talks to save huge contract’.
great haste and with great speed. We said that the Premi€he article detailed the problems in finalising the EDS
should really just take it a little more slowly. He should look contract; the Government had been unable to generate the
at involving small groups of agencies instead of this wholenhecessary amount of work to meet the savings targets and the
of-Government approach. | do not want to bore members bgomplexity of the contract was causing difficulty.
recycling the comments of the time, but | will say that we  On 20 June, the Premier was questioned in the Estimates
were concerned about a number of issues. Committee by the Opposition and me. He admitted to the
The following day, EDS announced that it would consoli-difficulties in achieving the $700 million figure and admitted
date its IT operations for General Motors-Holden'’s in Southagencies such as the TAB and the Lotteries Commission had
Australia, would build two major building projects at been brought into the equation. On 21 June, the Deputy
Technology Park to accommodate EDS, that final contractBremier, in response to questions in the Estimates Committee,
were expected to be signed in early 1995, and that EDS haatknowledged that the cost of the contract process to date was
earmarked $170 million for its IT Centre of Excellence in approximately $6 million. On 21 June, as Opposition shadow
South Australia. That was a joint release by EDS and th#linister, established again on record that the Opposition was
Premier. On 18 September, the Chairman of EDS announcexutiously supportive of the contract but the size, speed and
that he would visit Adelaide the following week. The Premierprocess had been inadequate and were of major concern. On
announced that the Government was about to launch into tH#6 July, the Premier in Parliament was non-committal about
final stages of negotiations; he was looking to having thehe projected savings level of the EDS contract and he would
whole matter finalised by early 1995. On 19 September, imot commit to a signing date. On 31 July, the headline in the
response to further questioning from me, the Premier detaileBunday Mailwas ‘$700 million computer deal near’. The
the economic spin-off benefits of the EDS deal. He menPremier scotched speculation negotiations had stalled.
tioned its uniqueness; that Adelaide was to become a training In the Advertiseron 1 August, under the headline ‘Com-
ground for EDS staff in Asia; and that 4 000 people would beputer contract signed by end of year’, the Premier revealed
employed at Technology Park by the year 2000. a complexity of negotiations due to the diversity of Govern-
Incidentally, at the announcement in September, thenent and the absence of records. The Premier claimed that
contract had gone down from $1.2 billion to $1 billion and he was optimistic for finalisation of the contract by the end
then to $700 million. On 14 November in thdvertiser  of 1995. On 7 August in thEinancial Reviewthe headline
under the headline ‘$700 million computer error’, inter- was, ‘SA threatens to reopen $600 million computer tender’.
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Clearly, the value was going down all the time. It reported ofto see some of the positive views coming through after this
stalled negotiations and talked about the Government an@overnment has been in power for over 18 months. We noted
EDS being on the brink. On 8 August tAelvertiser under in Her Excellency’s address that employment in South
the heading ‘Final bid to save computer contract’, reportedustralia is at its highest level for almost five years. It now
a Government ultimatum to EDS to resume negotiationsexceeds the pre-recession peak with the creation of some
major stumbling blocks being the level of actual savings an@7 400 jobs since January 1994—a truly credible perform-
the quantity of work. On 10 August a headline in theance. We also note many of the economic and financial
Advertiserstated ‘Brown calls for calm on EDS deal’; the reforms that the Government is undertaking. It is also seeking
Premier accused the ALP of ill-informed criticism and to achieve some of the short and long-term social benefits for
admitted that the Government had been overly optimistithe people of South Australia. Certainly, as Her Excellency
concerning the March signing date. The quantity of work andsaid:
savings targets were the key stumbling blocks. The momentum of reform will be maintained, built on firm
On 12 August the headline, ‘New offer from EDS: big financial foundations and linked by economic, environmental and
data deal revived’ appeared in tAdvertiser On 16 August social development strategies which apply technological change and
the Opposition called on the Premier to clarify when this deagg"r;mfgi?”gfr%%’ce? improve  employment  opportunities and
will be finally signed. On 31 August the headline in the y . ' ) )
Advertiserread ‘Big data deal vital: scientist’. Professor HOW greatitis to be part of a Government that is seeking to
Craig Mudge said that the EDS deal is vital to southreform South Australia to get South Australia back on track.
Australia’s economic future. On the same day the Premigfier Excellency noted:
said that the EDS deal is not the centrepiece of his vision for The objectives of public sector cost saving and industry
the State: development through exports are also driving my Government’s
L . o policy to develop a new water industry in South Australia. A prime
and anyone who says it is just based on this project is wrong. contractor to manage, opgratel anéj r;]wair&tainlAdeIaide’sf water and
H At H ; aste water systems and to lead the development of an export
So, the Premier was Cor_ltradlctlng himself quite Opemy', OIAgriented water)i/ndustry will be selected before 51e end of 1995.IO
1 September theAdvertiser reported on the Premier's ) ) ]
announcement on his visit to America under the headline/Ve have heard a lot of discussion about the outsourcing of
‘US talks wipe out hurdles to EDS deal’. The Premier wasour water. Unfo_rtunately, we have heard a lot of u_ntruths as
quoted as saying that we are ||ke|y to have a contract b¥\//|e” A letter ertt_en by the State Labor Leader, M_||_(e Rann,
Christmas. On 4 September tAdvertiseragain stated that MP—we know him as the Leader of the Opposition—has
they are finally getting somewhere. However, on 5 Septembéteen brought to my attention, entitied ‘An important message
the Premier was still saying that no contract will be signedrom Mike Rann MP: Privatisation of your water?" I could
unless it is in the best interests of South Australian taxpayer§©t believe the letter when | read it, because apparently this
He was not Saying that two years earlier. Of course, th@tter has been d|str|buted.0n|y recently. | remembe.r belng n
Auditor-General's Report came out on 26 August. Theth!s_House on many occasions yvhen both the Premier and the
Auditor-General is critical of the vague basis from which theMinister for Infrastructure continually corrected the Leader
negotiations began. He stated that no early position of firf the Opposition that privatisation of our water was not
knowledge was established. He identified overall coordina@ccurring in this State. We now have a letter from the Leader
tion arrangements and procedures as critical to effective ari@ residents of South Australia deliberately fabricating the
efficient outcomes for the whole of Government IT initia- situation; del!berately telllng untruths. He has the hide to
tives. He has also identified significant implications for acommence his letter by saying:
whole series of things that | will discuss tomorrow night. So, Dear Resident
the Premier clearly had the whole process wrong and stands In South Australia we have worked hard to be a positive and

condemned for the poor way of hand"ng this project_ constructive Opposition. That's important for our State.
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time | find this incredible. How can it be a positive and construc-
has expired. tive Opposition after what the Leader of the Opposition and

other shadow Ministers have been saying and doing? They

Mr MEIER (Goyder): | support the adoption of the are not positive; they are not constructive: they seek to be
Address in Reply and wish to compliment Her Excellency thedestructive the whole time, and they are being exceptionally
Hon. Dame Roma Mitchell, Governor of South Australia, fornegative. In this letter the Leader of the Opposition has the
the way she presented her address to this the Third Sessihite to purport to be positive and constructive. The letter is
of the Forty-Eighth Parliament. The majority of members andcexactly the opposite. In fact, | do not believe it is part of a
many people of South Australia know what a remarkable ladyLabor Listens’ campaign: | believe it is part of the Labor
Dame Roma is. It came home to me again yesterday wherfabrication campaign. In fact, it illustrates that Labor lacks
was walking back to Parliament House along North Terracecredibility, and that is the real situation.
As | looked to my fore | recognised this person walking  Today the Minister for Infrastructure replied to some 37
alone. As | got closer | thought ‘My word, it is Dame Roma.’ questions put forward by the Leader of the Opposition about
Here she was, walking along North Terrace withoutaiole-  the outsourcing of our water supply. We have heard time and
de-campor other person. That is the type of lady she is. Shexgain that the Government will continue to control the
is happy to walk out of Government House and go shoppingeservoirs; will continue to control the infrastructure; will
or do whatever she wants to do—and in her own time, toogontinue to control the pricing of the water; and that the key
She is alady of the people, and we can be very thankful thabjective of the outsourcing is for lower cost water, more
we have a Governor of the calibre of Dame Roma. efficiency in the outsourcing of the water, and for South

Certainly, it was once again a pleasure for me to be ondustralia to be able to tap into and to sell some of our
of the members to listen to her present the address on thixpertise to overseas markets, particularly the potentially
occasion—and what an address it was. It is very heartenin800 billion market in the Asian region alone.
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We have heard it time and again, but today we heard, imhen | was one of its members and | enjoyed serving under
answer to questions from the Leader of the Opposition, thatim for four years on that committee. | know that | also speak
our target is to save 20 per cent per annum compared with oon behalf of the late John Burdett, who served with me during
costs today. It is not surprising that the Labor Party shouldhat time, as did the present Speaker (Hon. Graham Gunn).
be seeking to denigrate what we are doing. We know what the Mario was a very honourable and well respected member
Labor Party did to our costs: it oversaw the demise of thef the other place. | am interested that the Hon. Chris
State Bank. It saw this State reach a situation where we h&umner, the Hon. Barbara Wiese and the Hon. Mario Feleppa
record debt levels, and now it is attacking a policy that willhave all resigned and have been respectively replaced by the
seek to save South Australia 20 per cent per annum comparétbn. Terry Cameron, the Hon. Paul Holloway and the Hon.
with our costs today. Paolo Nocella. | cannot believe what has happened because

I hope that the people of South Australia take on board théwas a member of this House about three years ago when, at
fact that they can save up to 20 per cent on the overall coshat time, the former member for Gilles, Mr Colin McKee,
of their water. The Government’s dividend target from SAsat on the Government side of the House but missed out on
Water for this financial year is indicated clearly in the budgefpreselection for a House of Assembly seat. | well remember
at $61.7 million; yet the Opposition does not want that, ithearing stories month after month about the future of Mr
believes that it is outrageous, and it wants to waste monegolin McKee. After a lot of toing-and-froing the then
We have seen them do it year after year and | hope that thégremier, the Hon. John Bannon, categorically assured us that
will never again have the chance to take the reins of Goverrthe first vacancy to occur in the Legislative Council after the
ment in this State because we are starting to get things badl®93 election would be given to the member for Gilles, Mr
into shape in South Australia. We have had to make som€olin McKee.
very tough decisions, which have not been popular with alot | was surprised that Mr Terry Cameron took the place of
of people, but | know that the majority of people in this Statethe Hon. Chris Sumner when he resigned. The argument was
are prepared to make sacrifices and are prepared to weattieat Mr Cameron was Secretary of Trades Hall and the Labor
the hard conditions simply for the sake of making a betteParty felt that it wanted a prominent person. When the Hon.
State for future generations. Barbara Wiese resigned | thought, ‘All right, | know the

The Minister for Infrastructure was asked a question todagxcuse here; the Labor Party will want a woman to take the
about Saturday’s rally against the outsourcing of water. It waplace of a woman.” But, no, that did not occur. Mr Paul
interesting to note that, when the Leader of the Oppositioiolloway, who had also sat on these benches and who was
stood on the steps of Parliament House and held up defeated in the seat of Mitchell by the excellent member, Mr
sprinkler licence, he forgot to say that many counties in the&olin Caudell, actually came in and took that vacancy instead
United Kingdom do not have water meters and that, foof Mr Colin McKee. Mr Mario Feleppa has now been
decades, many consumers have had licences to turn on a hosplaced in this case by a person of Italian origin. | can
to water their garden. He tried to scare the people of Southnderstand that, too, but what happened to the promise made
Australia and, of course, he got a headline inSloaday Mail by the then Premier, Mr Bannon, to Mr Colin McKee?
as a result. It was another complete fabrication by the Leader | assume that the next person who resigns from the Upper
of the Opposition. The Minister reinforced some of the pointsHouse will definitely be replaced by Mr Colin McKee. |

that | have just made. cannot understand why the Labor Party has waited so many
Mr Lewis: He’s not just a fabricator; he is a rabid months with so many replacements before allowing Mr
fabricator. McKee to come in. It is obvious that, for some unknown

Mr MEIER: The member for Ridley makes an interestingreason, the Labor Party has decided to leave that promise on
point. | thought to myself as | watched the television newshold for a while. The Labor Party does not have too long to
that night that some of the faces looked familiar, and theyo because nearly two years of this Parliament has elapsed
Minister for Infrastructure pointed out that one face tendednd it promised Mr McKee that he would be the first one to
to stand out, that of Doug McCarty. As the Minister said, thafill a Legislative Council vacancy. Mr McKee has not been
is a similar name to Clare McCarty. It was Doug McCartythe first, so we can only assume he will be fourth. | wonder
who led all the opposition and rallies against uranium miningvho will be next to resign.
in South Australia some 13 or 14 years ago, coincidentally As|indicated in a grievance debate, | was privileged and
when the Leader of the Opposition was press secretary to th@noured to be one of two representatives from this
then Labor Party Leader. It was the Leader of the OppositiofParliament at the twenty-third Australian and Pacific
and Doug McCarty who ran the rallies against Roxby DownsRegional Conference of the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Back in the 1980s, a consortium tried to stop Roxby DownsAssociation which was held between 9 and 16 September
which is now a billion dollar export industry, providing 1995. It was a pleasure to be accompanied to the Cook
thousands of jobs for the people of this State. Mr Doudslands by the member for Price. | believe | speak on behalf
McCarty tried to stop that project just as he is trying to stopof the member for Price when | say that we both found it very
the outsourcing of our water so we can make a significantewarding and interesting. | can only recommend it heartily
saving to consumers and provide a significant dividend foto any member seeking to be a delegate to a CPA conference.
this Government. | hope that the people of South Australidhe conference dealt with a number of topics, and | will
will see through that person, and | am very sorry that thenighlight some of the things that we considered.

Leader of the Opposition has become involved in this sort of  Itis always interesting for a member from a large country
fabrication. to be associated with Parliamentarians from smaller countries.

Today Mr Paolo Nocella became a member of the Uppelt was not surprising that one of the papers presented was
House, and | offer my congratulations to him. | should alsdrom the Kiribati CPA branch. Its topic was on the green-
like to extend sincere thanks to the Hon. Mario Feleppa, whhiouse effect and over-population. We have heard a lot about
recently resigned from the other place. Mario was thehe greenhouse effect, and basically we have forgotten about
Presiding Member of the Legislative Review Committeea lot of it, particularly the effect of rising sea levels. How-
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ever, the representative from the Kiribati branch in his papewith our outer areas and the island economies. | believe that
said: many of the ideas that we are seeking to apply here could
well apply to some of those small economies as well.

] S5l Implestors,of e geenouse o 1 Ther wereseeral papersonthe inportance of ot
of the Pacific. As far as we in Kiribati are concerned. thelO' régional economies, to promote cooperation amongst
‘greenhouse’ is no longer open to question; it is a scientific fact’egional airlines and to foster the wider international under-
Global warming is not open to question either, nor is the fact that seatanding that this could bring. We had papers from the
levels are rising. Whatis open to question is by how much and howwommonwealth of Australia, the New South Wales branch,

iggzgtge current rate of global warming and sea-level rise wiIIaS well as from the island branches. Another paper, put

For many of those island communities a rise in sea level Offorward by Federal member Mr Ray Braithwaite, was on the

one metre could have devastating effects on their populatio.rr‘f)Ie of committees, suchasthe Publ_lc.Accc.)unts Committee,
on the ground that they currently occupy. Take, for example'n the oversight of Government administration and expendi-

Raratonga, the main island of the Cook Islands. Most of thggf(') Asgggr’l'gn:\gstsm;ﬁri?ngtlh? hesaer g:e dga;'gf'ogefr%n;.r
settlement is on the coastal area and all of the interior i¥ n|1muitt ! nd t t ir\lN' txhur weins thuA i ”'
comprised of high lands. Whilst the inhabitants originallyCO €es, and to ascertain Just where we outh Austraha

lived in the high lands because of their warring traditions,s'[amoI on _that score. | be!leve that We can be reasonably
eased with the way in which our committees are operating,

these days they all live on the coastal lands and use them .
produce as much as they can. 8l;tt§:§;tr3|rz;lg\tl\r/1§:e were some factors that we needed to take

The greenhouse effect is of great concern to the islan ] . )
populations, and hand in hand with that, particularly if it | was quite heartened to receive a mention on the front
occurs, is over-population. It is all very well to ask, ‘How Page of the local newspaper, t8eok Island Newd do not
should over-population affect them?”, but their economies arknow that itis read as widely as tielvertiser but it is their
invariably tied to the Western economies. Unless they arélaily edition. Under the title, ‘Should MPs sweat for the
able to improve their gross domestic product—their output—nation?’, it came out of a discussion that we had on health
they are very much afraid of being left behind in the moderr{SSUes. In fact, it related partly to the role that government has
world. The populations in those island economies, whilsth health, of which we are well aware through our Minister
small by our standards, are such that they are causirf@r Heal_th, who is doing an excellent job in this State. It was
problems for some of the communities. For example, wdhteresting to hear not only how some other Ministers are
cannot buy land in the Cook Islands. In fact, land is not ford0ing but also about the health of MPs. I received a mention
sale. People can get a lease of land, but the only way they ci¥hen it stated:
own land is by having it handed down from father to sonand ‘|t is a matter that has been discussed by our own parliamentary
such like. Parties, Mr Meier told MPs in yesterday’s mid-morning session. He

We also had a paper on the environment and developmememior.‘ed the case of South Australia, where one MP died after
in small island states. This was from one of the Ministers"!1aPSing and another had bypass surgery after a heart attack.
from the Cook Islands. It was a thought-provoking paperWe are very concerned about the health of our MPs because
which indicated to me how much these small islands argve know that the former member for Torrens had a very
concerned about their environment and development in thisagic end to his parliamentary career, and we are very
day and age. heartened that one of our other members has had a much

Another paper by the delegate from Norfolk Island wasmore positive response in recovering from, likewise, a heart
entitled ‘The fragility of a one-industry economy: putting all attack. In fact, | was able to give a brief paper on the final day
of one’s national eggs into one basket'. Norfolk Island reliesof the conference on the health of MPs. | have since been sent
almost entirely on tourism. It was interesting to hear the Hona paper by one of the other CPA delegates, the Hon. Kevin
Robert Adams, its delegate, identify how on two occasion®ozzoli, entitled ‘On the health of members: doing the job
the economy of Norfolk Island was virtually wiped out in one better.’ | hope that we as a Parliament will take up this matter
fell swoop. The first occasion was the result of the airlinebecause none of us is as young as we used to be, and we need
pilots strike in Australia. Although it affected Australia to look after our health. | guess it is too easy in this job to
significantly, for Norfolk Island it was devastating becauseconcentrate on the day-to-day activities and to be subject to
no planes came to the island and therefore no tourists canide pressures in such a way that we forget about our health.
They had a real crisis, which was averted only when thdf we are not very careful, we can certainly be affected in the
airline pilots strike was over. long term.

The second crisis occurred when they had a health scare. Many other papers were presented, one being on waste
Avirulent and harmful disease, known as Dengue fever, himanagement and recycling. That was presented by Mr Arthur
that island. Whilst apparently it did not affect too many Marshall, the member for Murray from Western Australia.
people, the media got hold of it. However, the media did noMr Murray is a fairly new member of Parliament but he has
let the facts interfere with a good story, and people stayedone a lot of study on waste management and recycling and
away from Norfolk Island in droves. Again, tourism was had been on a committee that went overseas. Some of the
affected dramatically. committees we heard about went overseas regularly and | am

An honourable member interjecting: pleased that we in the South Australian Parliament do not

Mr MEIER: One of my contributions was to make allow that to happen under normal circumstances. In fact, |
suggestions to Norfolk Island and other small island states odo not know of one committee that has gone overseas to
how they could seek to diversify and broaden their econoinvestigate anything, although occasionally some have gone
mies. In fact, | used much of the thinking and the type ofinterstate. Some Parliaments need to learn from us to ensure
programs that we are considering here in South Australia tthat their budgets are kept under control. Waste recycling is
develop our regional economies. So, there is some similaritgn important issue.
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There were also some papers on aquaculture. The formap fault of his that Labor lost government on 11 December
Premier of New South Wales, the Hon. John Fahey, gave H993.
very enlightening paper on the potential of aquaculture to Since that time we have also seen new members go into
sustain fisheries and | was very pleased to make a contribthe Legislative Council. The Hon. Terry Cameron came into
tion myself on the South Australian aquaculture industrythis place to replace the Hon. Chris Sumner late last year. |
including the various areas at which we are looking, haveay tribute to the Hon. Chris Sumner, who did a terrific job
developed in so many cases and will be developing in futureover many years. He was a dedicated member and an
It was very much an honour for me to represent the Southxceptionally good Attorney-General. He was a very
Australian Parliament at the Twenty-Third Australian andcompassionate person and his knowledge of the law was
Pacific Regional Conference. | thank the members of thisxemplary. | always felt that perhaps one of his biggest
House for having put their confidence in me as their delegatgroblems was that he was such an honest person. He was an
If members wish to know more about some of the topicshonest lawyer and always dealt with matters of State at
discussed or papers presented, | am only too happy to makdtorney-General level in a very honest way, which was a bit
them available to members. of a handicap sometimes, because perhaps we could have got
a few things through if he had been a bit less honest and had
Mr De LAINE (Price): | have great pleasure in support- bulldozed things through, as is sometimes necessary.
ing the motion for adoption of the Address in Reply and | amHowever, he did a magnificent job, and | pay tribute to him.
pleased to participate in this debate for the opening of the The second replacement was after the recent resignation
Third Session of the Forth-Eighth Parliament. of the Hon. Barbara Wiese. She also did a magnificent job
| acknowledge the role of Her Excellency the Governorover 16 years in the other place. She was a remarkable
of South Australia, Dame Roma Mitchell, A.C., D.B.E., not Minister for Tourism; it was a role that suited her extremely
only for again opening the session of Parliament but for hewell. She always looked the part and had enormous credibili-
ongoing commitment and dedication to this State of Southy in the community because of her flair, her appearance and
Australia and its people. She does a wonderful job and alwayser characteristics, and she carried off that job very well. She
acts and looks the part, and she will be a hard act to followvas replaced by the Hon. Paul Holloway, who from the 1989
for whoever succeeds her in that important position. election to 1993 was a member of this House. | am sure he
Since the last opening of Parliament we have unfortunatewill acquit himself extremely well in the Legislative Council.
ly seen the deaths of three former members of this place: thde is a quiet person. He has three degrees; he is a very
Hon. Gordon Bruce who, as everyone knows, was théntelligent person, and | am sure he will acquit himself very
President of the Legislative Council prior to the 1993well in the Upper House.
election; Jack Jennings, a former member for Ross Smith (the The other person was sworn in only today. The Hon. Paolo
seat of our Deputy Leader); and Howard Venning, the fatheNocella has replaced the Hon. Mario Feleppa. Once again, he
of the member for Custance and former member for Rockys someone who has come with exceptional qualifications and
River. All three were excellent people, gentlemen in theircredibility in the community, especially in the multicultural
own right, and | am saddened by their passing and acknoweommunity, as you, Mr Acting Speaker, would know.
ledge the great contribution they made to the South | also wish to comment on the contribution that Hon.
Australian Parliament. Mario Feleppa made over many years and on his friendship.
However, life must go on and since the opening last yeaOver the past 10 years | enjoyed working with Mario in the
we have seen three new members come into this place. Fir€aucus and on various committees. | feel very grateful to
Lea Stevens, the member for Elizabeth, won a by-election ihim: he was a very compassionate and supportive person. |
the seat of Elizabeth when Martyn Evans resigned from thissmember that, when | got into a bit of trouble in this place
place and won the by-election for the Federal seat ofome years ago, | found out who my friends were. Mario was
Bonython. Secondly, Robyn Geraghty, the member fowery supportive of me, and | will always remember him and
Torrens, won the by-election after the very untimely andoe very grateful to him for that. | hope that he and all the
tragic death of Joe Tiernan, the former member for Torrensgther members | have mentioned and their families have long
who was in this place for only a few months. | got to like him and happy retirements from this place.
in that short time and it was tragic that he died so suddenly With retirements and other losses during and since the 11
and so young. The third by-election was won by Trish White December 1933 State election, our two Houses have now lost
the member for Taylor, when the seat became vacant on thveell over 300 years of parliamentary experience. It is an
resignation of the former Premier, Lynn Arnold. enormous loss to both Houses of this Parliament, to the State
| pay tribute to Lynn Arnold and his contribution over and to the people of South Australia. It is a lot of experience
many years in this place. He was a gentleman and wa® lose and something that is not replaceable straight away.
respected by members from both sides and all Parties in thise are in a rebuilding stage and, while a lot of the new
place. He certainly had unquestionable ability, a tremendoumembers will be oncers, others will be around for a long
all-round knowledge, being one of the few people who cartime. Some on either side of the House will go on to have
speak at any time on any subject and without notes. He wdeng and distinguished parliamentary careers. It is part of
certainly a wonderful person. He was involved in therebuilding and democracy that new and young members come
Christian fellowship in this Parliament over many years,in with fresh ideas. A new broom sweeps clean, as they say.
being one of the early presidents of that executive group. He | guess that with experience these people will become
will certainly be missed. valuable performers. It is democracy at work that these
In some respects his talents were wasted for many yeargeople come into this place, and ultimately the people of the
although he was a high ranking Minister. He was certainlyState will benefit from these newcomers with new ideas. It
always Premier material, but John Bannon held that positiors coincidental that | should follow in the debate the
for so long so that, when Lynn eventually got his chance td@sovernment Whip, my colleague the member for Goyder,
become Premier, he was handed a poisoned chalice. It wago spoke at some length about the recent Commonwealth
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Parliamentary Association trip to Raratonga in the Coolbut to a wide group of Tahitians who, for the interest of the
Islands. | had also intended to speak about the trip but thenember for Torrens, were native Tahitians—the Tahitians
honourable member has stolen my thunder. | will thereforevho have been there for thousands of years. | spoke to them.
not go into the same detail that he did, but | will refer to a fewl can tell the member for Torrens here and now that there
matters that | was very pleased with. were two issues: one was the nuclear testing, which had
The member for Goyder and | represented our Parties athiversal support for what we were trying to do over there—
the Twenty-third Australian Regional Conference of theto protest; the other concerned a minority splinter group, a
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association at Raratongaery small group, of about two or three members of the local
Cook Islands, in September just gone. | should also like tgparliament, who want independence. If the honourable
take this opportunity to thank the member for Goyder for hisnember had spoken to Tahitians other than unionists, she
friendship, support and help during that conference. | alswould have been told—
acknowledge the help and support given by MrGeof Members interjecting:
Mitchell, Clerk of this House, who accompanied us on that Mr ASHENDEN: The honourable member is absolutely
conference as the CPA Regional Secretary for Soutignorant. | spoke to some French people; but | am talking
Australia. After negotiation with the Government Whip, | about the Tahitians who were absolutely appalled at the riots

seek leave to continue my remarks later. and at their own people who had rioted in the way they did.
Leave granted; debate adjourned. They were appalled that they were trying to get independence
from France because, as so many groups pointed out to me,
ADJOURNMENT DEBATE without France they could not survive. French Polynesia has
but one industry, the tourism industry. The rest of the support
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Health): |  comes from French money, and they realise it although they
move: were horrified at the actions of the French Government. |
That the House do now adjourn. refer the member for Torrens to the vote that was taken just

. ) . a few years ago, where over 80 per cent voted in terms of
Mr ASHENDEN (Wright): | wish to refer to remarks o maining with France. They do not want independence.
made earlier this evening by the member for Torrens. First, | ot me refer to some of the other nonsense of the honour-

S ] Whle member. She stated, for example, that | apologised to the
invite her to make outside the House because | would havigrench for the bomb. No, | apologised for the actions of some
great delight in immediately taking her to court, because sh

Bustralians who were so heavily involved with the rioting

&¥d the pro-independ _Thatis all | i
untrue and | now wish to go through them. First—and this is Mrse(g(ra?alghgﬂ?\?erje;;?ngtoup atis all lapologised for.

not in the order in which she made them in her speech—the \1- ASHENDEN: It is obvious that the member for

member for Torrens stated: Torrens fully supports the rioting that occurred. The member
We did not go island hopping to escape. As acknowledged by thgor Torrens and her union mates believe in the attitude: ‘Let’s
member for Wright, he went off to Bora Bora, the island paradise g oyt and riot. Let’s be violent. If the member for Torrens
asitis called. is honest, she will make some comments. The rioting which
I wish to make it quite clear to the House that at no stage didccurred in Papeete was not directed at French businesses. In
I go to Bora Bora. | did that quite deliberately because it isfact, far more properties of Tahitians were destroyed than of
regarded as a tourist island and | was in Tahiti purely angtrench businesses. No wonder the Tahitians themselves were
simply to put my protest to the French Government in relatiorso opposed to what had occurred. The member for Torrens
to the nuclear testing. The member for Torrens also made thgnored the advice given to her by our own Australian
statement that | wentisland hopping. Yes, | went to a numbegonsulate, who advised us very strongly not to become
of islands to meet with different communities, unlike theinvolved, not to go to the riots. I will never resile from the
member for Torrens who met only with her union mates anghosition that | went to Tahiti to undertake a peaceful, lawful

got a very biased point of view of what occurred in theprotest—which is what | did. On the other hand, the member
islands of French Polynesia. | made sure that | developedfar Torrens—

network with a large number of Polynesian persons within the - Mrs Geraghty interjecting:
Polynesian group. I had an excellent network. In fact, itmay The SPEAKER: Order! | name the honourable member.

interest the member for Torrens to know that that networkshe has been warned before. Does the honourable member
was able to tell me that the riots were going to occur at thyish to apologise and explain her conduct?

airport before they occurred. That network also told me of the  Mrs GERAGHTY: | am very sorry, Sir.
riots that were going to go on in town that afternoon and The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair is prepared to accept
night, before they occurred. So much for spontaneity. Theéhe explanation. It was not a particularly full account of the
only thing the member for Torrens and | agree on is that w@onourable member’s actions, but in view of the fact that the
were both horrified at the actions of the French Governmertiour is late the Chair will accept it. | will not accept any
at the resumption of nuclear testing. That is exactly why kurther such conduct.
went to the islands, to make my protest. Unlike the member Mr ASHENDEN: | made the point that many statements
for Torrens, who stuck with her union mates throughout, Imade by the member for Torrens are absolutely untrue.
made sure that | spoke with a representative group olgain, | invite her to make those statements outside the
Tahitians not only on the island of Tahiti but elsewhere.  House. For example, she has stated that | have no commit-
Members interjecting: ment to the people over there. All | can say is that, in the
Mr ASHENDEN: Yes, | did go to the island of Moorea. march, | have never been so moved in my life, where we had
Why did | go to the island of Moorea? | had made arrangethe Tahitian people 100 per cent behind us because we had
ments to meet with a farming family who still practised thejoined with them to protest at the French actions in undertak-
original agriculture. | was introduced not only to his family ing nuclear testing. However, | can tell the member for
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Torrens that, after the riots on the Tuesday, with the groups Mr ASHENDEN: In the brief time | have available | want
that | spoke with, we, the Australians, were absolutelyto make quite clear on the record that | totally condemn the
persona non grataWe were seen as having identified with French Government for its nuclear testing. That is why | took
a minority group. Again, | repeat to the member for Torrensthe trouble to go over there. | want to make that quite clear.
| was dealing— I am not an apologist for the French Government. However,
Members interjecting: | do condemn the rioting that occurred. There were two
Mr ASHENDEN: Well, here we go again. The Labor agendas while | was over there: one was for independence
Party is all for violence, and | went over there to make aand one was against the bomb. | was there to support the anti-
peaceful protest. bomb only.
Members interjecting: The SPEAKER: The honourable member’s time has
Mr ASHENDEN: Members opposite are supporting the expired. The member for Hart.
violence which occurred. That is what you are doing. | have Mr FOLEY: My point of order was that the member for
been accused of selling out. Wright accused me of improper motives in calling an earlier
Mr Foley: You're an apologist for France. point of order, which you upheld.
Mr ASHENDEN: | am not that. | would like the honour- The SPEAKER: The Chair dealt with that matter when
able member to make that statement outside the Houdexddressed the general conduct of members.
because | am not an apologist for France. | absolutely
condemn what the French Government did in relation to Mrs GERAGHTY (Torrens): | will answer the com-
nuclear testing. However, in relation to the violence, | opposenents of the member for Wright without a transcript of what

it, but the Labor Party supports it. he has said. He had a transcript of what | said in this House
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will in the Address in Reply debate, and, as | said in my state-
direct his remarks through the Chair. ment, | said what | believed from the heart and what |

Mr ASHENDEN: Thank you, Sir. As far as the member believed to be the truth. He has come into the Chamber to
for Hart is concerned, | point out that, unlike him and hisdefend himself. | read very carefully what the member for
mates over there who support violence, | am opposed t¥/right had to say in his Address in Reply speech and | felt
violence. | went to make a peaceful protest. he brought that into this Chamber at an inappropriate time

Mr FOLEY: On a point of order, Mr Speaker, | call on and in an inappropriate manner.
the member for Wright to withdraw the remark that | and | read very carefully what the member for Wright had to

other members of the Labor Party support violence. say. | read it many times over, and | did so because | was
Mr ASHENDEN: Ask the member for Torrens. concerned about what he had to say and | was angered and
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Wright will hurt on the part of the peoples of French Polynesia. As the

resume his seat. member for Wright says, we went to Tahiti for a specific
Mr ASHENDEN: | was accused— purpose. Our purpose was to say, ‘No bomb. No nuclear

The SPEAKER: Order! It may not be strictly unparlia- testing.” We went there for the reason that we do not believe

mentary, but the Chair is of the view that the comments werd nuclear testing, because it affects not only the people in the
unwise and | suggest the honourable member rephrase thd§gmediate vicinity but people all around the worldlork-

remarks in a more acceptable manner. placeis not something that the member for Wright would
Mr ASHENDEN: | will go on and point out that— read, but it has an article in it about nuclear testing.
The SPEAKER: | ask the member for Wright to rephrase ~ Mr Ashenden interjecting:

those comments. The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Wright has

Mr ASHENDEN: All | can gather from the comments made his speech. The member for Torrens has the call.
made by the member for Torrens is that she was fully in Mrs GERAGHTY: Thank you, Sir. | guess the member
support of what occurred in Tahiti whilst she was there. Thafor Wright is very angry about the comments | made. He
has reframed it, Mr Speaker. She has stated she supportedelaims that they are false accusations against him. | claim that

The SPEAKER: Order! Members’ emotions have run | do not believe that | misrepresented the activity—

particularly— Mr Ashenden interjecting:
Members interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! All comments will be directed
The SPEAKER: Order! through the Chair. The member for Wright has had a fair go,
Mr ASHENDEN: Not you personally— and | suggest that he listen to the member for Torrens. He has

The SPEAKER: Order! Members’ emotions are running the opportunity tomorrow if he wants to comment further, but
high on this particular issue. | suggest to all members thatdo not know whether that is wise either. The member for
they take a breath of fresh air. This debate is available so thdPrrens.
all members can make all the reasonable comments they wish Mrs GERAGHTY: Yes, | agreed with the member for
to make. Itis not necessary to go into personalities or undulyVright on another occasion, rarely though that it may happen.
raise the tempo. The member for Wright has been asked 1odid say specifically the island of Bora Bora. | also said
rephrase those comments. He has. | will allow him toMoorea, and | note from having perused the transcript of my

continue. contribution that Moorea was not mentioned there. So, yes,
Mr ASHENDEN: | note the Opposition has so effectively the member for Wright did go to Moorea but, no, he did not

stopped the time | had to put forward the points— go to Bora Bora, and | do apologise to him for saying that he
Mr FOLEY: On a point of order, Mr Speaker— went to the island of paradise—Bora Bora. It was—
Mr ASHENDEN: Here we go again. You don't like the ~ Mr Ashenden: Another false accusation.

truth, do you? The SPEAKER: Order! | counsel the member for Wright

The SPEAKER: Order! | will take the point of order at in the strongest terms not to interject again.
the conclusion of the comments of the member for Wright. ~ An honourable member interjecting:
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The SPEAKER: If it keeps up that may happento him.  Mr ASHENDEN: On a point of order, | refer the
The member for Torrens. honourable member to my comments. | made it quite clear

Mrs GERAGHTY: Now the member for Wright is that | was over there as part of the bomb protest.
asking me to apologise for other inaccurate, misleading and The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. The honour-
defamatory (I think were his private words to me) commentgble member will resume his seat. The member for Torrens.
that | made. | can only say to the member for Wright that | Mrs GERAGHTY: Thank you, Sir. | am sorry the
apologise for saying that he went to Bora Bora, and |honourable_ member has disrupted mythought processes, but
apologise for nothing else. The reason | apologise for nothiny/hat he did say was that I, along with my colleagues,
else is that what | say is what | believe. supported what happened in French Polynesia.

. " Mr Ashenden interjecting:
Mr Ashenden: Butit's not the truth. The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for Wright.

Mrs GERAGHTY: The member for Wright tells me it Mrs GERAGHTY: He now says that we were involved
is not true, and if he tells me it is not true | ask the membety, jt. This is important, because he is now saying that we,
for Wright: during all the time we were in Tahiti at the behestaccording to the French propaganda, incited the riots. The
of the French Polynesians to support them in saying that thefgonourable member is getting close to saying that we incited
should be no more nuclear testing and that they did not waRke riots, but that is absolute fantasy on the part of the
nuclear testing in their back garden because it will ultimatelyyonourable member. This man was never there. He might

affect the rest of us— have been physically there, but he was never there in his
Mr Ashenden interjecting: mind. This man was somewhere else. He was obviously in
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Wright will the satellite, the technology of the satellite, spreading his
cease. mind and body across the whole of the universe.

. : Mr ASHENDEN: On a point of order, Mr Speaker,
— 2
Mrs GERAGHTY: —where was the member for Wright? Standing Orders make it quite clear that when members refer

| accept his explanation: the member for Wright was o .
Moorea, which is a very wonderful island. Unfortunately, IqO ?E?t{]h‘se:rirn;eer;g ?;trtlﬁ%iw;fé rcie;ev:/itt?]t;]?mrg);)gzgr?eat and

did not have the opportunity to visit Moorea because |, along';10 The SPEAKER: The honourable member is correct. The

mm Tﬁ/ ecqllfrﬁg;g fFr)%nSSIhee ;Jlgge;r (t)# g’i?’ J:Lrgslt?ogiitsi’ \gﬁ;smember for Torrens should refer to the member for Wright

observe Moorea at the sunset, and a very beautiful islandg}]S the member for Wright and address her comments through

appeared to be. | am sure that the member for Wright will b e Chair.

: S .- Mrs GERAGHTY: Certainly, Sir, | am very happy to
very happy to enlighten as to the activities on Moorea and its -
obviously peaceful Tahitian existence. But where was th efer to the honourable member as the member for Wright

; : A ecause | want everyone to know that the member for Wright
5
member for Wright during the activities in Papeete has the most appalling attitude to the fundamental rights of

Mr Ashenden interjecting: human beings. | am happy for everyone to know. I am happy
Mrs GERAGHTY: The honourable member says that hefor everyone to know that this man does not support the very

saw them. basic rights of human living standards. This fellow over here
Mr Ashenden interjecting: just believes—

Mr Ashenden: What a load of rubbish!
. |
The SPEAKER: Order! The SPEAKER: Order!

Mrs GERAGHTY: I cantell you, Sir, that he sawthem—  \irs GERAGHTY: —that people who protest are not
and | am very accurate about this—from the balcony of th&yoth anything. The honourable member believes that one
Hyatt Hotel, and | suggest that he saw the activities througl,s; goes along with the aristocracy of dominant nations. He
binoculars, because | could not see the activities on Bo 8pologises to the French. God knows who he will apologise
Bora. If he saw them from anywhere else, it was on thq ghortly for the behaviour of people in this Chamber—and
French satellite TV. | reiterate my argument to the membey g ,gqest the member for Mitchell might be in trouble. The
for Wright that he indulged in the French propaganda. Hgsgye s that there was only one reason why genuine people
tells us tonight— went there, and that was to protest against nuclear testing.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member will The rest of the people, and | am sure that the member for
address her comments through the Chair. Wright will agree, went there specifically for publicity, and

Mrs GERAGHTY: —that he now stands behind the that is the worst kind—I am not accusing the member for
Tahitian people saying, ‘No nuclear testing. No bombs.”  Wright of that because he was hiding under his bed—of

Mr Ashenden interjecting: politicking | have ever seen.

o The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Wright is out | ¢ expired.

of order.

Mrs GERAGHTY: He tells us that now, but in his
contribution, to which | responded—and had he not givenit At 10.18 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday 11
I would never have raised this issue— October at 2 p.m.

Motion carried.



