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The SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at
2 p.m. and read prayers.

SHOOTING BAN

A petition signed by 994 residents of South Australia

Each continuing student will receive individual counselling
to assist their transition to a new school, possibly Woodville,
Croydon, Gepps Cross Girls or Enfield High Schools.
Adult students will also receive individual counselling to
enable them to enrol either at Thebarton Senior College or Le
Fevre High School.

Special consideration will be given to students from Regency
Park Centre and Bowden Brompton Community School who
access The Parks High School.

The Government will work with various community groups
to try and minimise the extent of any disruptions.

A working group has been formed to oversee the school
closure and to ensure a smooth transition of all students.

requesting that the House urge the Government to ban the Transition arrangements will be putin place to ensure alternative
recreational shooting of ducks and quails was presented wahty educational placements are available for all students.

Mr Evans.
Petition received.

MARION CORRIDOR SCHOOLS

In reply to Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition)
27 March.

QUESTIONS

The Hon. R.B. SUCH: The Marion Corridor Project s a locally

. . initiated planning process involving Sturt, Marion, Clovelly Park and
The SPEAKER: | direct that written answers to the South Road Primary Schools, Minda Special School, Daws Road and
following questions on the Notice Paper, as detailed in thélarion High Schools, and Hamilton Secondary College.

schedule that | now table, be distributed and printed in The local review team, including school principals and council
Hansard Nos 75 and 88; and | direct that the following chairpersons, reported to the Minister for Education and Children’s

. . . L . ervices late in 1995, recommending that three of the seven schools
answers to questions without notice be distributed and printeg the area be closed. g
in Hansard

The local review committee reported that due to the changing
nature of the suburbs in the area, there has been a significant decline
in enrolments in local schools, making it difficult for schools to
maintain quality programs and subject options.

The Government has agreed with the recommendation, and
announced that Sturt Primary School, South Road Primary School

d Marion High School will close at the end of 1996. The Govern-

ent has guaranteed that over the next two financial years about $5
illion, dependent partly on the value of land sales, will be spent on
grading and developing the remaining school sites, as well as other
ighbouring schools in the south west.

GOODWOOD ORPHANAGE

In reply toMs HURLEY (Napier) 28 March.

The Hon. R.B. SUCH: No portion of the Orphanage site has
been sold to the House of Tabor and no sale contract has be
executed by the Government. It is the Government's intention to se
34 per cent of the Orphanage site to Tabor College to enable t
Orphanage Teachers Centre to have access to additional facilities
be built by Tabor College. As requested by the Unley Council, th the As part of these facility improvements, the Government will

:%?g\?;?ﬁn;im é‘}\istset%srgggéig grnlmisssri?gttgﬁsagge% gpﬁ ;(;vicétase pgrade the technology infrastructure of the remaining four schools.
ocourred y y Elequired cabling and infrastructure for eventual connection to the

) Education network will be provided as a priority, together with
assistance in purchasing additional computers and software for
students, and training and development for teachers.

. The special programs offered at Marion High School are assured.
In reply toMr De LAINE (Price) 19 March. Task groups have been established to identify new sites for the
The Hon. R.B. SUCH:Contrary to the allegations made by the Centre for Hearing Impaired Children (CHIC), the International

member for Price, the Department for Education and Children'students program and the Ashford Annexe for students from Ashford

Services did consult with The Parks High School community,Special School. These and other special programs will be relocated

PARKS HIGH SCHOOL

through a review initiated by the Chief Executive, DECS. The reviewfor the start of the 1997 school year.

began in May 1995, and the review team included the Principal,

A new facility for secondary aged students with multiple

Deputy Principal, School Council Chairperson, District Superintenddisabilities and significant intellectual disabilities will be built on the
ent of Education, and a project officer. This team formed a referencBlamilton Secondary College site, and Minda School will subse-
group, which involved members of the school community, namelyquently close.

two students, two parents, a SAIT representative, a staff member, the This level of expenditure will significantly improve the quality
local member of parliament (or nominee), a principal of a feedewf facilities for students and staff in the Marion Corridor area.

primary school, two representatives from The Parks Community
Centre, and a representative from the Enfield Council. The member
for Price was a member of the reference group to the review team
and would be aware of the extensive community consultation that
occurred.

SCHOOL CLOSURES

In reply toMs WHITE (Taylor) 27 March.
The Hon. R.B. SUCH:On Thursday 11 April 1996 the Minister

In 1995, only 22 students from the 101 students in the feedefor Education and Children’s Services announced his decisions in
primary schools nominated The Parks High School as their firstelation to the review of Gilles Street, Parkside, and Sturt Street
priority. As a result of this, and a number of students not being abl€®rimary Schools. The decisions were as follows:

to access their preferred schools because of ceilings, the 1996 year -
8 enrolment was 35. This is a clear indication that the majority of
parents are choosing other schools rather than their local high school.
The cost of $7 965 per student for education at The Parks in 1995
was clearly the highest of all schools in the metropolitan area. The
decision to close the school at the end of 1996, despite the review's -
recommendation to maintain the school, was based on the falling
year 8 enrolments, the high cost per student, and the difficulties of
providing an adequate range of curriculum options. Whilst the
recommendations of the review are carefully considered, the final
decision rests with the Minister for Education and Children’s
Services.

Sturt Street Primary School will close at the end of the year.
Whilst no final decisions have been taken about the further
use of the site, the Department for Education and Children’s
Services is considering using the site for educational purposes
as a Curriculum Centre.

The New Arrivals Unit currently operating on the Sturt Street
site will be transferred to Gilles Street Primary School.
Mainstream students currently enrolled at Sturt Street will
have the option of enrolling at either Gilles Street or at their
local primary school.

Parkside Primary School will be kept open and a principal
will be appointed to the school for a five-year term.

In announcing the closure the Minister has given a number of Whilst the local review committee recommended that all three

assurances, including:

schools stay open, the Minister did not accept the recommendation
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because of the very low level of enrolments in each of the schoolsassurance to both the State and Federal members for the area,
A key factor in the decision has been the continued inability of Sturgnd | reiterate that that assurance remains valid.

Street Primary School to attract an adequate number of mainstream . : :
students. Their numbers have been low for many years, and the The issue of commercial encumbrances is a more complex

current group of around 60 students is not large enough to ensuredd difficult matter. | have indicated that as a general
balanced educational partnership between the mainstream and N@sinciple | wish to see them removed, but this will require

Arrival students who make up the majority of the school’s populadengthy negotiation and discussion with affected parties. The

tion. The Minister is advised that there are only about 20 ‘local’ : ;
students at Sturt Street Primary School in the total school enrolme _reater Comp_IeXIty of the Comme_rCIaI encumbrances has been
iscussed with the mayor for Elizabeth.

Students and families of Sturt Street Primary School will receiv
individual counselling and advice throughout 1996 to help achieve
a smooth transition to other schooling options for 1997. The larger
number of students at Gilles Street Primary School in 1997 will mean QU ESTION TIME
more teachers and staff to improve the quality of educational

opportunity for Sturt Street students moving to Gilles Street. NATIONAL CRIME AUTHORITY

PAPERS TABLED The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My
question is directed to the Premier. What action has the
. L Premier taken over the Federal Liberal Government's plans
E dEgatt?oen'\(AlllrgzteI; fé)rSEun;ﬁl)(ﬁment, Training and Further to cut the National C_:rime _Authority, which will see s_taff
s o numbers of the Adelaide office of the NCA cut by two-thirds,
Department for Employment, Training and Further Educa- and what guarantees can the Premier give that the efforts
tion—Report and Corporate Review, 1995. against drug traffickers and organised crime will be main-
By the Minister for Housing, Urban Development andtained given that, at the same time, the Premier has cut the

The following papers were laid on the table:

Local Government Relations (Hon. E.S. Ashenden)— South Australian police budget again?
City of Salisbury—By-law—No. 6—Dogs. Members interjecting:
D'Sg'jéggfc"_By'LaWS_ The SPEAKER: Order! | do not want any interjections
No. 1—Permits and Penalties. from either side today. N
No. 2—Streets and Public Places. The Hon. M.D. RANN: The Opposition has been told
No. 3—Street Traders. that the Howard Liberal Government plans to cut the NCA's
No. 4—Moveable Signs. national budget of $38.9 million by $11.3 million over the
No. 5—Garbage Removal. . 4 .
No. 6—Heights of Fences Near Intersections. next three years. The Adelaide office of the NCA will drop
No. 7—Parklands. in numbers from 33 to 10 and those going will include
No. 8—Caravans, Tents and Camping. lawyers and investigative accountants as well as NCA police
No. 9—Creatures. officers
No. 10—Nuisances. ) . . .
No. 11—Vehicles Kept or Let for Hire. The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Today, | received an advice
No. 12—Foreshore. saying that the NCA had had a look at its budget and it will
Millicent— ) pare back on that budget. The important point is that the NCA
Hg- é:g"g&’ﬁg?faﬁgns- exists for the cooperation between the States. We know that
) ' a number of exercises conducted in this State have been
ELIZABETH PROPERTY ENCUMBRANCES motivated from our own investigations and we have used the

NCA as the coordinating body to bring new resources into
The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN (Minister for Housing, this State, or indeed when there is an exercise interstate for
Urban Development and Local Government Relations): that same office to coordinate the exercises in another State.
| seek leave to make a ministerial statement. We know that there will not be any less effort. The cuts in the
Leave granted. police budget were clearly outlined and explained when the

The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN:On the last day of sitting, budgets were brought down previously. There was no
the member for Elizabeth asked a question without notic&ystery about that to anyone in this House. | will say again
referring to the lifting of property encumbrances in thethat _the_re_rducnon in the Police Force is not in the core
Elizabeth area. | undertook to report to the House on af§ervice; itis not out on the beat_. If the members want to use
article in the Messenger Press that the Mayor of Elizabetfe Estimates Committee, which | am sure they will, to
was opposed to a recommendation to impose a 10-year linfilucidate on some of those issues then | am more than happy
on existing industrial encumbrances. Following the questiof® @ccommodate them. The reduction in the police budget is
from the member for Elizabeth, | asked officers of mymthe non-core serV|ces,V\_/h|ch have_already been announced.
department to investigate where this report had come fronyVe are talking about the aircraft service, the speed cameras—
| advise the House that at no time have | contemplated a 10- The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
year limit on existing encumbrances on industrial properties The SPEAKER: Order!
in the Elizabeth area, nor has any such recommendation been The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The Leader made this gratuitous
made to me by my department. Investigation has revealed thabmment about the cut to the police budget. | am saying that
the Mayor’s concern was based on a report from within hethere is more effort under this Government, despite the
own organisation. budget retraction, than there was under the previous Govern-

| expect to receive a report on the future of the industriainent and it is paying dividends. There is no less effort. There
encumbrances from my department in the near future anid more effort in this State on policing than was evident when
discussion will then be held with the city council. As | we came into power. That is point one. The second point is
indicated in my original response, | am doing all | can tothat, in terms of Federal priorities we will be going back to
assist in overcoming the problems with encumbrances othe NCA and the Federal Attorney-General to determine what
industrial properties in Elizabeth. | had previously given thatesources will remain within this State and how we can
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continue those exercises that are important from a nationabjectives, he would have to raise about an extra
viewpoint. Those matters will be followed up, as they shouldb450 million. That is equivalent to effectively doubling
be. From South Australia’s point of view, | do not expect thatpayroll tax in South Australia from 6 per centto 12 per cent.
some of the efforts that we have made to date, particularly ifhat is how much credibility one can place in what the
the past two years, will be diminished but, certainly, | will Leader of the Opposition has been saying over the past three
ascertain what the level of resourcing will be and how we carr four days.

manage to continue with those important programs on Not only that, however; he said we should have provided
organised crime in particular and other areas where the NCAiore money for teachers’ wage increases. We have provided

has played a leading role. $67 million, and apparently the Leader of the Opposition
supports the full $240 million claim being made by the
STATE BUDGET teachers. If he does not, let him tell us this afternoon where

] i ) ] he stands on teacher salary claims. It is about time he came

Mr BUCKBY (Light): Will the Premier confirm that clean with the people of South Australia on that. On top of
strict adherence to the Government's job reduction targethat, the Leader of the Opposition has come out and said that
contracting out program and wages policy is vital to eliminatgye should have made special provision in the budget to allow
the annual budget deficit and achieve a sustainable cut @r Federal Government cuts. Again, let us hear what his
State debt? budget strategy would be. | challenge the Leader of the

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Last Thursday the Govern- Qpposition to tell us this afternoon where he would reduce
ment introduced a budget that quite clearly continued thglebt and how he would achieve it without selling assets,
Government's strategy in terms of debt reduction and meetingontracting out and reducing the size of the public sector,
the deficit targets put down by this Government immediatelyinless he had a secret agenda for a substantial increase in
after the last State election. This afternoon we will hear thestate taxation.
Leader of the Opposition’s response to the budget. Let Us The Leader of the Opposition has been running around
look at what_the_ Leader of the Opposition said exactly 12sing the word ‘phoney’ for the past two or three days. We
months ago in his response to the 1995-96 budget: he saighow who is phoney; it is the Leader of the Opposition who
‘ltisa bUdget that fails the Premier’s own debt and financiais phoney_ He has no Cred|b|||ty when it comes to financial
targets.’ So, 12 months ago his warning to South Australianfatters and no credibility when it comes to budgets. He was
was that the budget that we had brought in would fail in term%rong 12 months ago, and heis wrong again this year. After
of both financial targets and debt reduction. The fact is thaé”, it was the Leader of the Opposition who sat around the
we are able to say at the end of the year that through the satgabinet table as a Minister and lost this State $4 000 million
of assets we have now achieved a $1 800 million reductiohrough the State Bank collapse—
in debt for the taxpayers of South Australia. Members interjecting:

We are 18 months ahead of schedule, even though 12 The SPEAKER: Order!

months ago the Leader of the Opposition claimed that we The Hon. DEAN BROWN: So, | challenge the Leader

would fail to achieve that target. Furthermore, our currenpf the Opposition to stand in the House this afternoon and
deficit for 1995-96 is expected to be $106 million— outiine his budget strategy. | challenge him to tell us whether
$8 million ahead of the estimate put in the budget. Again, th¢ye s against debt reduction and whether he is against

Leader of the Opposition was clearly wrong 12 months agoreducing the budget deficit. What tax increases—
People need to be very careful and, when they hear the The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:

Leader of the Opposition this afternoon and his statements The SPEAKER: Order!
about the phoney budget that he has been using over the pastThe Hon. DEAN BROWN: | challenge the Leader to be

four days, take into account that he was wrong 12 monthggnest with the people of the State and say what tax increases
ago—and he will be wrong again this year. Let us look at,g il impose in Government.

what the Leader of the Opposition has been saying. He has
come out and opposed the sale of assets. Time after time he POLICE STATIONS
has opposed the sale of assets—
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Will the Minister for Police
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Oppositionis confirm that, due to staff shortages, major 24 hour police
warned for the first time. stations are closing their front doors on afternoon shift
The Hon. DEAN BROWN:—even though the sale of because they are unable to provide appropriate duty of care
assets has meant that we have been able to bring about a véoyprisoners as well as attend to all other station duties
substantial reduction in debt. He has opposed contracting ouncluding servicing members of the public at the front
even though the contracting out of services is now saving theounter, and will the Minister advise how this situation will
taxpayers about $40 million a year. He has also come oumprove following last week’s budget? The Opposition has
opposing the reduction of the public sector in South Australiabeen informed that in the past few weeks three of our largest
How can he possibly oppose debt reduction, asset sales, thelice stations—Darlington, Christies Beach and Elizabeth—
reduction of the size of the Public Service and contracting outave been forced to close their doors to the public on some
and have a budget strategy at all? The only way the Leadefternoons because of staff shortages.
of the Opposition could meet his targets would be to deliver The Hon. S.J. BAKER: That is just patent rubbish. | do
a massive increase in taxation. not know where the honourable member gets his information,
Let us see whether the Leader of the Opposition has thenless it is the Police Association. We have looked at alll
honesty to come out this afternoon in his budget speech arir—
say that under his budget strategy he would have a massive An honourable member interjecting:
increase in taxation. In fact, given the parameters that he The Hon. S.J. BAKER: No, the member for Playford
himself has already put down against his own financiatannot interject across the floor. We have said that we want
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to use our resources efficiently, unlike the previous Governthe budget. The best cure for the ALP may well be to let

ment. In a number of areas, we are making change. It is nahose who wish to be Leader get out the knives and complete

because of shortages. As | have said time and again, we afee task.

putting more effort into policing than the previous Govern-

ment, and the results are there in the past two years for people PARLIAMENT HOUSE SECURITY

to see. So, the member for Playford is getting very selective INFORMATION

information. | can inform the honourable member that, where

we do not get clientele through the front door, we do notkeep Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): My

the front door open. There is no reason why in selectivejuestion is directed to you, Mr Speaker. Under what circum-

areas— stances are the security computer listings that automatically
Mr Quirke interjecting: lock movements in and out of Parliament House made
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The member for Playford available to you, and are they or have they been made

misunderstands. The fact that a police station is a 24 howavailable to other members of this House? The Opposition

station means it operates 24 hours a day. The extent to whittas been made aware that such a list has been supplied to a

it is open for customers is a different issue. member of the Parliamentary Liberal Party in an alleged
Members interjecting: attempt to track down a person who has circulated unsigned,
The SPEAKER: Order! defamatory material about another prominent member of the

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: We have a number of police Parliamentary Liberal Party.
stations that run patrols that operate 24 hours a day, as the Mr Cummins interjecting:
honourable member is aware. Whether they are open at 2 a.m. The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair will give the Deputy
when nobody is around is a question that has to be asked gader of the Opposition a considered response in the near

Members interjecting: _ future. | want to ensure that all the information is correct.
The SPEAKER: When the House comes to order, we will
proceed with Question Time. HEALTH SERVICES, NORTHERN AREA

Members interjecting:
The SPEAKER: Order! If members do not want Question  \rs KOTZ (Newland): Will the Minister for Health

Time to continue, we can proceed with the other business Ghform the House how the capital works program announced

the House. in last week’s budget is expected to improve health services
for the people in the northern area?

STATE BUDGET The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for

Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): Following the release of the Newlanql for herquestion. aboqt this very important matter.
1996-97 budget last Thursday, will the Treasurer respond idhe caplta! |nfrast(ucture in which we were asked to provide
claims that the budget is a fraud and a farce? worlt_:i quality services was poor because of negle_ct by the

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Following on from the Premier, Previous Government. We have acknowledged t_hls and we
| was amazed by the response from the Leader of thgave been attempting to rebund.South Aystralla's he.alth
Opposition, but not surprised, because this is the same Lead8frastructure so that we can provide effective and efficient
who last year said there was a billion dollar hole in theServices. Indeed, in the budget an_n_ounceql Iast_weekthere is
budget, and we are still trying to find it. Again we see that the? capital works program of $124 million, which will go a long
responses this year are a figment of his imagination. Th¥ay towards redressing the neglect of the previous Govern-
Premier has outlined a number of areas where the Leader hB$Nt. It will not answer every need, but it goes a long way
failed South Australians and this Parliament dismally over dowards the goal.
number of years, particularly when he was a Minister in the | believe that other members in the House will be pleased
Cabinet. It is the same person who presided over the Staf#d delighted to acknowledge that in this budget the Govern-
Bank and SGIC; it is the same person who wanted to charg@ent has committed to a five year $28 million redevelopment
business $500 to get in and look at the ALP conventions; an@f the Lyell MCEwin Health Service at Elizabeth. The first
itis the same Minister who in the previous Government wastage in the capital works budget this year of $4.2 million
part of the $350 million debacle. If the achievements of theprovides for ambulatory care and teaching and research.
Leader of the Opposition are assessed, it is seen that Higfortunately, substandard accommodation was allowed to
credibility is at an all time low. be the order of the day under the previous Administration but

In relation to whether a budget should have been delivwe will replace that substandard accommodation with either
ered, he should have discussed this matter with the Treasurie@w or upgraded facilities in the following areas—and it is
of New South Wales, the Hon. Michael Egan, who has als@n impressive list—: ambulatory care, operating theatres,
seen fit to bring down a budget, as has the Treasurer ¢hedical imaging, anaesthetics, pathology, rehabilitation,
Western Australia. Indeed, we have seen also the statemdgfching and research, emergency, medical records, low
from Victoria. Is he suggesting that they are a fraud and gependency unit, pharmacy, outpatients department, adminis-
farce? | suggest that the Leader of the Opposition talk tération and biomedical engineering.
those Leaders and impress upon them the substance of hisIn addition, in-patient wards will be rebuilt or upgraded
remarks compared with the performance of those Goverrin the following areas: medical, surgical, orthopaedic,
ments. obstetric, neo-natal, paediatric, intensive, psychiatric and

The budget as laid down is a watershed for Souttpalliative care. This redevelopment will lead to a greatly
Australia. At 30 June 1997, the debt to GSP ratio willincreased range and scope of specialist services not only for
decrease to 20.3 per cent, down from the 28.1 per cent dfie people in the Elizabeth area in particular but also for the
GSP that prevailed back in 1992. A number of importantpeople in the north in general. The project can actually be
achievements of this Government have been represented bgen as a metaphor for the way in which the Government is
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managing the health services—fiscal responsibility with andustry as the basis, and with a very large number of other
commitment to better human services. people arguing and supporting the ecotourism product.
Everyone would know that, following the election, we  Tourism managers from South Australia and all around the
commissioned the Audit Commission, which recommendeavorld will be going to Sydney for this event. We will have
that the Queen Elizabeth Hospital be wound back tdogether all our agents seeing the products that we are selling
community status and that it lose teaching hospital status. Wand also being able to mingle with agents from other States,
did not accept that report. We have amalgamated into thgeeing their products and what they are doing, so that we can
North Western Adelaide Health Services the Queen Elizabetbontinue to sell better in the international market. By
Hospital and the Lyell McEwin, and in fact we are going to participating in this exchange we put on show, once a year,
make the Lyell McEwin Hospital a first-class teaching South Australian products for all the world to see. It is
hospital equivalent to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. encouraging that so many people are prepared to be part of

Notwithstanding the geography, the demographics and thé \We think itis an excellent promotion and Woul_d encourage
political representation of that area, the facts are that th&lore South Australian operators to be part of it.
former Labor Government basically had allowed the Queen Immediately after this exchange, the Wine Australia
Elizabeth Hospital and the Lyell McEwin Hospital to wind convention will be held, and South Australia has some
down. Labor forgot the west and the north: in contrast, thé0 per cent of the space at that event. It is a showcase for all
Brown Liberal Government is quite clearly making awine and wine products in Australia in the biggest single
commitment to provide quality, accessible health care to atonsumer market possible in this country, and again we will
South Australians. see not only the wine product but the wine tourism product

promoted on a national and an international basis.
PARLIAMENT HOUSE SECURITY
INFORMATION PARLIAMENT HOUSE SECURITY
INFORMATION

Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Will .
the Minister for Police tell the House under what circum-  The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):
stances documents can be fingerprinted by po“ce and Sé@/hen Wa'S the Prem|e.r first aware of the rellease of confiden-
whether or not he is aware of any request that has been ma#@! security computer information from Parliament House to
by any member of this Chamber for the fingerprinting of anone Liberal member of Parliament? Did the Premier approve
anonymous letter that has been circulated concerning @ Support this activity, which was designed to find the source
prominent Liberal MP? of an unsigned letter about the member for Coles?

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Fingerprinting is quite straight- '€ Hon. DEAN BROWN: The first thing that | point
forward: it has to go through the Commissioner of Police ofout |s_that this is the first Question Time after the budget has
his designated officer. There has been no request, that | afgen introduced, and I think that we have had one or perhaps

aware of, for any member of this Parliament. two questions on the budget.
Members interjecting:
AUSTRALIAN TOURISM EXCHANGE The SPEAKER: Order!

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Does that mean that the
Ms GREIG (Reynell): Will the Minister for Tourism  Opposition has officially laid down and accepted our budget
advise the House how South Australia will be represented atrategy?
the 1996 Australian Tourism Exchange, which is to be held Members interjecting:

in Sydney from 10 to 14 June, and say what activities are The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Does that mean that the

being undertaken to promote the State to the visiting wholet eader of the Opposition apparently has only one question to
sale buyers and travel trade media? The Australian Tourisisk on the budget?

Exchange is the country’s biggest international tourism pr CLARKE: Mr Speaker—
marketing opportunity, bringing hundreds of buyers of Members interjecting:

tourism products to Australia to meet face to face with S
. : |
Australian operators. The exchange also attracts a Iarg@e The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many interjections

international travel media contingent to cover the event an h my right. | take it that the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-

the tourism products on offer. lon has a point of order_. . .
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | thank the member for Mr CLARKE: My point of order, Sir, relates to Standing

Reynell for her question. South Australian tourism operatorsc?r:g\?vre? '?Hevgnﬁgta?]rt?yelde:rttg? :hl\e/llnlljsetsetriinare required to

will have a much higher profile this year in Sydney at the S p q ’

ATE because of the amount of money that this Government MeMbers interjecting: o

is prepared to put forward in the international tourism market, 1he SPEAKER: Order! | again point out to the Deputy

Some 38 operators from South Australia (compared with 3+€ader that Ministers have more flexibility in answering

last year) have decided that they want to go over and sell thefuestions than members have in asking them, and | refer him

product on an international basis. again to the methods and style of answering questions
As the honourable member said, it is the biggest Singlgmployed by the member for Giles when he was a Minister.

tourism exchange of information and product in the southern Members interjecting:

hemisphere. Itis a very important tourism industry exercise. The SPEAKER: Order!

The fact that we have the biggest number attending— The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Mr Speaker, in answer to this
38 operators from South Australia—is a matter about whiclgluestion—

to congratulate our industry. There will be 19 booths The Hon. M.D. Rann: It was a serious question: answer
promoting South Australian product, primarily with the wine it.
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The SPEAKER: Order! | have warned the Leader of the | have referred to covers air quality, stormwater, the effect on
Opposition once today. He is fully aware that he cannoseagrasses, chimney emissions and temperature of cooling
continue to ask supplementary questions by interjection. water emitted from those plants.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am able to indicate to the From the program that | have identified, clearly South
Leader of the Opposition that the Speaker does not inform maustralia is at the lead of other States of Australia in looking

when he accesses or releases that information. at its major infrastructure—ETSA, SA Water—to meet the
environmental requirements by the year 2001. There is a
ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION POLICY strategy and a program that is being carefully put in place to

) . meet the requirements of the EPA, to ensure that we have and
Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): ~ As tomorrow is World continue to have one of the clean, green environments in
Environment Day, will the Minister for Infrastructure repOI‘t Australia which will benchmark our State to enable us to

on various projects in his portfolio that are having animpacixport goods and services out of South Australia with the tag
on how we manage and care for the environment in SoutBf the clean, green environment of Australia.

Australia?

The Hon. J.W. OLSEN: | am pleased to advise the PARLIAMENT HOUSE SECURITY
House that a new water recycling scheme in the Adelaide INFORMATION
Hills will be established, which will result in all the waste
water from the Gumeracha waste water treatment plant being The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):
used for irrigation purposes. The Gumeracha plant currentlyWhen did the Premier first learn of the release of confidential
releases some 25 million litres of treated water into theParliament House security information to the member for
Torrens River each year. The reuse project will benefit thelorey, and who told the Premier of the actions of the Speaker
environment by reducing the inflows of nutrients to Hills and the member for Florey in relation to this incident?
waterways, including the Torrens River, a primary source of Members interjecting:
Adelaide’s water supply. We hope to put this projectin place The SPEAKER: Order! The guestion is very similar to
in other locations throughout the Hills. a previous question.

Treated water from the plant will be used to irrigate an *thg Hon, M.D. Rann interjecting:

established pine forest operated by the Department of Primary The SPEAKER: Order! | su
> : ! ggest that the Leader of the
Industries SA on land owned by SA Water as part of th pposition contain himself.

buffer zone of the Gumeracha weir. A new pumping station The Hon. DEAN BROWN: As | have said, it disappoints

will be constructed, together with a fully automated retlcula-rne that the Opposition is not raising questions about the

tion system, including some 64 kilometres of dripper pip udget. | answered this question before: it was virtually an
work. A construction contract has been let for approximatel get. : 9 : y
Identical question. That is—

$250 000 to implement this scheme. In addition to that, ) .

SA Water has prepared in consultation with the EPA an 1€ Hon. M.D. Rann: Answer the question.
environmentimprovement program for the four major waste 1he SPEAKER: Order!

water treatment plants serving Adelaide. The improvement The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | was asked when | was
program will further reduce the flow of nutrients to the sea@ware of this, and | indicate to the honourable member that

by major process upgrades at the treatment plants or, in tiBe Speaker is in charge of the matter. The Speaker does not
case of Bolivar, through extensive reuse via the proposetiiform me of when he accesses that information or whom he

Bolivar-Virginia pipeline scheme. authorises. It is entirely in the hands of the Speaker.

An experimental pilot plant is already in use at Port Members interjecting:
Adelaide. That will assist SA Water in gathering design data The SPEAKER: Order!
for nutrient removal by natural biological means. This is a
major project involving a capital cost of a minimum of TORRENS RIVER LINEAR PARK
$100 million up to something like $150 million, and it will ) o
enable SA Water to meet objectives of the Environmental Mrs HALL (Coles): Will the Premier inform the House
Protection Act by 2001 and further improve South Australia’sof details and timing of the construction program for the
high standard of waste water treatment. completion of Linear Park? The Torrens River Linear Park
The Electricity Trust is also active in this matter, ensuring!S Of great importance to my electorate and, as the Premier
that the corporation meets environmental responsibilitiedtNoWs, my constituents and the Campbelitown council have
Apart from the $500 000 commitment to wind farm oper-2 great interest in his reply.
ations and research, ETSA has an environment improvement The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | indicate to the House that
program agreed with the EPA as part of a licensing conditio-abinet decided that $700 000 would be allocated in the
for plants, including the large base load stations at Torren$996-97 and 1997-98 financial years to ensure that the Linear
Island and Port Augusta. As part of its ongoing environmentPark along the Torrens Valley would be completed by the end
al management programs, ETSA closely monitors emissior@f September next year. | point out to the House that it was
from its power stations to ensure continued compliance witf@ Liberal Government in 1982 that started this very important
EPA requirements and clean power for South Australia. ~ Linear Park project. It was a subsequent Labor Government
In addition, it was only last year that we announced arthat stopped it. The Linear Park is one of the great achieve-
agreement between ETSA and the private sector to tap infgents in Adelaide over the past 15 years.
gas emissions from rubbish dumps in the metropolitan area | notice the member for Torrens nodding her head in
and feed into the grid system, creating an opportunity in thosagreement, that it was a Liberal Government which putitin
rubbish locations, where oxygen is leached from the soil, tgplace and it was a Labor Government which stopped the work
preclude the leaching of oxygen from the soil to enable us térom proceeding. | point out to the honourable member—
plant trees in those locations. The monitoring program that An honourable member interjecting:
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The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The facts are there: Labor confidence of our older people in South Australia is of
stopped the Torrens Linear Park project. A sizeable sectioparamountimportance, but | must emphasise again that crime
up to Gorge Road needs to be completed, and | know that theatistics clearly show that our older people are among the
member for Coles has been pushing for this for the pastafest and least vulnerable to crime in the community, and we
couple of years. In the budget for 1995-96 $400 000 waseed to keep reminding ourselves, and particularly older
allocated. | can now tell the honourable member that the worlsouth Australians, that that is the case. Nonetheless, | have
will be completed: Cabinet has given the authority for it toarranged a meeting for various representatives of the ageing
go ahead. The work will be supervised by SA Water and willcommunity with the Attorney-General and myself to discuss
be undertaken in two stages, the first stage extending up tesues of crime and promote further strategies in the wake of
River Drive, and the second stage through to Gorge Roadecent reports, which, | must say, were substantially overstat-
taking it up to the strawberry farm. Very importantly, it will ed.
include cycleways, and we will then have a complete Linear
Park along the Torrens Valley consisting of cycleways
pathways and revegetation of that area.

| believe that after the stalling of Labor this will be a great

Additionally, publication of a booklet is now under way.

It contains tips for safety and security, which | believe will

be well used by older people in our community. | also refer
. : briefly to the joint decision taken by the State and Common-

achievement. | acknowledge the role and the campaign th@\}ealth Governments through the Home and Community Care

has been run by the member for Coles in this matter. Th_?*rogram. We have joined to provide $500 000 for an

program. We also compliment the Campbelltown council(%(ce”em program and one that | support very strongly. The

because it has made a _S|ze_able contribution. Other counc ogram involves a monitoring system so that people simply
are due to make a contribution as well, and we look forward, o5 4 putton on the telephone or a button on a pendant worn
to their now being part of this project, which involves a two- 5 nd the neck to connect them directly with Constant Care
way effort between the local councﬂs and the State Gove.mrhonitoring staff. A powerful speaker and microphone in the
ment. We look forward to completion of the project, as | said, it enables Constant Care staff to communicate with the

by September next year. person concerned from almost anywhere in the house. | have
seen this program in action and it is an excellent one that |
believe will bring relief not only to older people but also to
the families associated with them. The service has been
designed so that it can also be activated by smoke alarms,
dntruder alarms and movement detection devices.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE SECURITY
INFORMATION

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): My
question is again directed to the Premier. During the discu
sion of the release of Parliament House confidential security The $500 000 allocation means that Constant Care can
information in the Government’s Party Room this morning,supply 1 000 elderly people with units free of charge. The
did the Premier deny to other Liberal MPs and Ministers anynly expenses they will need to meet are the installation
prior knowledge of this computer log being given to thecost—a minimal cost of $80—and a $5 week monitoring fee.
member for Florey by the Speaker in order to trace the leakpoint out to the House that normally the units are sold for
about the member for Coles? $650, so it is a considerable saving for 1 000 older South

The SPEAKER: Order! In view of the fact that the Australians. This is a tremendous initiative and again
Deputy Leader has already asked me a question, | willlemonstrates this Government’'s commitment to provide
respond to the Deputy Leader and cover those matters thagcurity and care to people of all ages to help them to be in
refer to me in relation to the question asked by the Leader afontrol of their own situation. It is vitally important that older
the Opposition. | ask the Leader of the Opposition to resum&outh Australians are able to enjoy this protection and can
his seat. In regard to the other matters that are relevant to tfieel secure in their community.

Premier, | call him to answer.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Quite clearly, | indicate to
the House that | was not aware at any stage that the Speaker
had given specific approval or information to any member of
the House.

UNIVERSITY FEES

Ms WHITE (Taylor): Does the Minister for Employ-
ment, Training and Further Education support the call of the
Vice-Chancellors of Victoria’s universities for the introduc-

AGED PERSONS tion of United States style tuition fees and/or a massive

Mr ROSSI (Lee): Will the Minister for the Ageing increase in the higher education contribution scheme charge

inform the House of moves being taken to improve safety ang’r students? Yesterday, the Eederal Minister for Educ_ation,
security measures for the State’s older residents? Recepfnator Amanda Vanstone, issued a statement calling on
reports have highlighted a number of instances involving oupt@t€ Ministers and universities to follow the lead of the
elderly people, particularly with regard to property break-ins. Victorian V|ce-Chanc_eIIors, which she described as a model
In the month of April, when | was overseas, | believe that©f the rest of the nation.
there was an assault on an elderly person at least once a day.The Hon. R.B. SUCH:First, as a State Minister | am not
Mr Atkinson: It's a good question: answer it. responsible for fees charged at universities. If other States
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | am pleased the Opposition want to advocate schemes, that is entirely up to them. | am
is interested, for a change, in something in which thea great advocate of having a university system that is
Government might be involved. | thank the member for Leeaccessible to everyone, irrespective of means, and | believe
for his important question, which is one that is of interestthat university education should be regarded as an investment
especially to older South Australians. The care, security andot simply as a cost.



1636 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 4 June 1996

LORD MAYOR’'S ALLOWANCE example, we have put money into the upgrade of Rundle
Mall. So, the State Government has done more than its fair
The Hon. H. ALLISON (Gordon): My question is share in terms of helping the City of Adelaide. It is about time
directed to the Premier. Does the South Australian Goverrthe Adelaide City Council had a long-term vision for the city
ment have any concerns over current activities of theand put its resources where it counts—and that is not into a
Adelaide City Council, bearing in mind the report containedsalary for the Lord Mayor of Adelaide.
on page 1 of today'#\dvertiser which speaks of greatly
increased allowances for the Lord Mayor? STATE BUDGET
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Generally, the policy of the
Government is that it likes to see local government look after Mr QUIRKE (Playford): Does the Premier acknowledge
its own affairs. However, the comments in the paper thighat the rate of growth projected for South Australia in the
morning, together with some other matters, cause mé&overnment budget papers for the financial year 1996-97 will
considerable concern when it comes to the Adelaide Citj?ot be sufficient to prevent rising unemployment over the
Council. | indicate to the Parliament that the Governmenfoming year? The budget papers project a growth rate in
would be opposed very strongly to the Lord Mayor’s taking1996-97 of 2.75 per cent below the 3.25 per cent projected for
a salary package of $124 000. We believe that, at a time wheli€ national economy. The publicatiGtate of Playestimates
the staff of the Adelaide City Council are talking about thethat growth slightly above 3 per cent is required to prevent
financial and budgetary problems of the council, it is totallyunemployment from rising.
inappropriate for the Lord Mayor to be taking a salary of The Hon. DEAN BROWN: We always use very
$124 000. On radio this morning | noted that the Lord Mayorconservative figures in our budget. One has only to look at
was opposed to that idea. | compliment him on that opposiour last budget to see that we used very conservative figures
tion. I would urge the rest of the council to stand by him andand that we exceeded those figures in terms of the growth rate
reject that proposal. for the State of South Australia. Where is the acknowledg-
A number of matters concern me with regard to thement from Labor Opposition members in this State that South
Adelaide City Council, including its financial and budgetaryAustralia had the fastest economic growth rate of any State
problems, which have been brought to the attention of thé Australia? Not one word has come out from them on that
Government, and the fact that the council was very slovgubject. South Australia had an economic growth rate of
indeed in proceeding with the upgrade of Rundle Mall. Everft.9 per centin 1995. The next highest in Australia happens
though the State Government is contributing to the upgrad® be Western Australia at 3.1 per cent, and the next highest
of Rundle Mall, the council has been slow in implementingafter that is Victoria, at 2.9 per cent. Here is South Australia
it. Furthermore, Lake Torrens urgently needs to be dredgedight up at the top of the list by a mile.
| believe that it is the responsibility of the council; it has been  Where is one word of acknowledgment, one word of
a council activity in the past, and the Government has beegongratulation from the Labor Opposition? No; all it can do
trying to get the council to take some action on that. is knock, knock, knock. Every time we come out with a new
We find it quite unacceptable that, right in the centre ofdevelopment in this State the Labor Party tries to stop it. It
Adelaide, with about a third of the area of the lake immedi-tried to stop the developments at Wirrina, Granite Island and
ately upstream of the King William Street bridge, Lake Roxby Downs, and the clean-up of the Patawalonga. We all
Torrens is being silted up with pollution, plastic bags, tyresknow what it did with Roxby Downs. The Leader of the
and other rubbish, and the council has taken no action t@pposition led the campaign against Roxby Downs, yet he
ensure that that is cleaned up. The State Government haiims to have some credibility.
offered to put in some money to help that dredging process, | highlight the fact that we are now starting to create
but again we have had trouble getting agreement with theignificant new jobs in the restructured industries that we are
council to put in its fair share. Finally, it concerns me that theputting down in South Australia, in tourism and the car, wine
council seems to be worried about other trivial matters anénd information technology industries. | challenge the
does not appear to be focusing on giving a vision to Adelaid®pposition, particularly the Deputy Leader, to look at the
and a long-term future to the City of Adelaide itself. It needslatest figures from a Morgan Banks survey that show that
that. 66 per cent of all information technology companies in South
Members interjecting: Australia are expected to take on additional employees over
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: In fact, the State Government the next three months. | challenge the Leader of the Opposi-
has set up the Century 21 Adelaide project on a joint basigion to look at the growth that has been occurring in the wine
We have put in the money. We are concerned that the City dhdustry in South Australia or at Mitsubishi, where 750 extra
Adelaide needs strategies to combat the growing impact gébs are being created because of the launch of a new model
regional shopping centres; it needs to be able to attract moand the expansion of the engine plant, or out at General
people to live in the city itself. The honourable member asked/lotors-Holden’s. Now we are getting close to their own
what the State Government has done; let us look at what &lectorates. We know that General Motors-Holden’s has a
has done. The State Government has invested millions @ommitment to invest $1 400 million over the next five years
dollars in the development of East Adelaide at the eastern erftere in South Australia—first, in the next model of the
of Rundle Street. The State Government has established in tik®@mmodore, and secondly in the new production line of the
eastern area of Adelaide the multi-media precinct which wilMectra, which will be largely focused on the export market.
be opened very shortly and which has therefore brought in Since this Parliament last sat in April, we have had the
new jobs to the City of Adelaide itself. announcement of the expansion of the General Motors
We have had the development of the universities and thfacilities, the announcement and launch of the new model by
upgrade of the TAFE college, and we are about to have thklitsubishi, announcements in a range of other areas and the
Living Arts Centre redeveloped at a cost of $15 million to theopening of the Westpac Banking Centre. Not once have we
State Government. There is a range of other initiatives; foheard one positive word from members of the Opposition in
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this State. All | can say is that they are people withoutthat will be at the ready should the service need it to fight
honour, because it was under the Labor Government thdiigh structure fires.

South Australia lost the bulk of its industrial developmentin  In all, during this financial year, the Metropolitan Fire
the five years leading up to the change of Government. SoutBervice will purchase 10 new appliances and refurbish two
Australia lost more of its corporate base than any other Statethers; the County Fire Service, 42 appliances and two rescue
in Australia. So, the Labor Party must share or take theehicles; and the South Australian Ambulance Service, 36

responsibility for that loss of jobs in this State. new ambulance vehicles. So, all South Australians can be
secure in the knowledge that their emergency services will be
EMERGENCY SERVICES PERSONNEL well equipped, at the ready, with the appliances and equip-

ment they need to combat emergency situations as they arise.
Mrs PENFOLD (Flinders): Will the Minister for
Emergency Services inform the House of the financial STATE ECONOMY
commitment the Government has made to ensure that South .
Australia’'s emergency services personnel maintain their M QUIRKE (Playford): Does the Premier now
reputation as among the best resourced in the nation? ZCK?OVI\'Ileﬁggttf:la}' durl?g ';he ;'-993\'/'[9}15, flr&?ncmtll year, ﬁ%‘:ﬂt‘
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | thank the member for ustraiia had the lowest rate ot gro in 'ne nalon, anc tha
Flinders for her question. During the past 2%z years | have h uring the two subsequent years the Government expects

> " . outh Australia to continue to under perform compared with
the privilege to visit the honourable member’s electorate o . o
. X ther Australian States”
a number of occasions. Her constituents can rest assured that oS
Members interjecting:

she vigorously represents their interests in many areas, not i

least of which is emergency services. Certainly, the electorate l;l’he SPEAKER: Order! The member for Playford has the
of Flinders and many other electorates throughout the Staté™ ) ,

will benefit from the emergency services appropriation inthe . M" QUIRKE: The Government's own budget papers
recent State budget. Over the next 12 months emergency* ¢

services stand to benefit by more than $7 million on the South Australia’s growth for 1994-95 was 0.0 per cent.
purchase of new and upgraded vehicles across the State. Thtis own papers—

money will enable the South Australian Metropolitan Fire  The Hon. D.C. Wotton interjecting:

Service, the Country Fire Service and the South Australian The SPEAKER: Order!

Ambulance Service to purchase more than 90 vehicles for \jy QUIRKE: The budget papers estimate South

distribution to various ambulance fire stations across thestralia’s growth rate for this year to be 3 per cent and for
State. next year to be 2.75 per cent. The estimates for Australia are
An amount of $3 million has been allocated to the SouttB8.25 per cent in both of these years. On ABC radio on 31
Australian Ambulance Service for 1996-97, $2.8 million to May, the Premier stated:
the Metropolitan Fire Service and $1.5 million to the Country  The facts are that, within two years of being elected, we have
Fire Service for the purchase of new appliances, responggoduced the highest economic growth rate of any State in Australia.
vehicles and ambulances. In addition to the new vehicles, The SPEAKER: Order! After that long explanation, | call
more than $2.4 million will be spent over the next 12 monthsne premier.
_constructing two new comb_ined firg ambulance stations, oNe The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The only thing the honour-
in Mount Gambier and one in the Ridgehaven-Golden Grove e memper left out of his long explanation was that it was
area, and the expansion of at least three existing stations {Qq | ahor Party which created the State Bank disaster which
accommodate both those emergency services. The Counttyeated the $4 000 million debt which absolutely ruined the
Fire Service will spend more than $1 million over the next 12y, g6t position of South Australia to the point that it took this
months on collocating stations, which will see a number 0igi4e to the brink of bankruptcy. How can that man opposite
volunteer emergency service centres constructed throughoyt, e the gall to stand in this House and raise anything about
the State. the damage that was done to the South Australian economy
In addition, the State Emergency Service and also St JohR 1994? How can the Leader of the Opposition have any
volunteers will benefit from cash injections of $200 000 an(tredibility whatsoever in criticising the debt reduction
$100 000 respectively. The cash injection of $200 000 to thetrategy of the Brown Government? Members opposite have
State Emergency Service will equate to about $100 for eacho credibility at all, and the honourable member who just
volunteer in that service, which will match money providedraised this, the shadow Treasurer, should hang his head in
by local government. That will mean that every Stateshame.
Emergency Service unit within the State will receive an |t was the Labor Government that destroyed this State’s
increase this financial year compared to the previous financigconomy, so he should have the courtesy to stand up and
year, and that is good news for that agency, for it was longpologise to the people of South Australia. We have been
neglected by the preViOUS Labor Administration in that it dldwamng five years for that apo]ogy_ It is about time it came.
not receive such cash boosts. No-one in the Labor Party has yet had the gumption or the
The total expenditure ensures that our emergency servicesurtesy to stand up and apologise to the people of South
remain well equipped and maintain their reputation asiustralia for the enormous damage they inflicted on this
amongst the best equipped in Australia. This $7 millionState, yet the honourable member has the gall to stand up and
injection for vehicles also adds to the recent expenditure dflk about growth rates in 1994. The facts are thatin 1995 we
$950 000 on a new appliance for the South Australiarhad the fastest growing economy in Australia, and no-one can
Metropolitan Fire Service. This appliance, known as a Brontalispute that. Members opposite sit there in shame because
Skylift, combines the concept of a turntable ladder and théhey know that—
flexibility of a 37 metre hydraulic rescue firefighting platform  Mr Quirke interjecting:
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The Hon. DEAN BROWN: You know you cannot works on the Cultural Revolution. The 1958-61 famine was
interrupt. You know you cannot interject. You know you expunged from many records. In the past, repression and
have no grounds whatsoever on which to stand. The honouterture were applied secretly, but in 1989 the Party obligingly
able member knows only too well the sort of financial chaosarried out its slaughter in front of foreign television cameras.
in which he and his colleagues left South Australia. The The first inkling of the 1989 rise of the people came in the
shame is that the Leader of the Opposition, one of thearly afternoon of 15 April 1989, with the death of Hu

Ministers who sat around the Cabinet table— Yaobang. Hu Yaobang was a former leader of the Communist
Members interjecting: Party, ousted in 1987 by hardliners who believed he was a
The SPEAKER: Order! rather ineffectual leader prone to impetuous suggestions, such

The Hon. DEAN BROWN:—has been put in as the as the advice that Chinese abandon chopsticks and switch to
leader of this motley group which calls itself the Stateknife and fork. He was transformed by his dismissal into a
Opposition. What leadership will they get out of him, givenhero for all intellectuals. On his death he became a martyr.
that he sat around and destroyed the State’s finances with thiz1 Yaobang was portrayed as a great democrat, calling for

rest of the Ministers? democracy. On the night of his death, wall after wall of
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: Beijing University was covered in posters mourning Hu
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mawson. Yaobang's death.
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: There is no credibility It was at this time that a young history student, Wang Dan,
whatsoever in the honourable member’s question. who was to become the leader of the Tiananmen movement

and the most wanted student in China, reached a turning
point. Wang Dan, inspired by people like Hu Yaobang, had
no hidden agenda—he simply sought a more democratic and
open China. The Tiananmen movement took off more quickly
than anyone expected. Students, teachers, business people—
GRIEVANCE DEBATE there were many who knew the risks and still became
) o involved in the movement. There were people like Zheng Yi,
The SPEAKER: The question before the Chair is that the o writer, Wan Runnan, a computer company manager,

House note grievances. Wang Juntao, a journalist and Chen Ziming, a social scientist

) . and engineer. Many of these people were Party members,
Ms GREIG (Reynell): Today | want t(_) pay tribute to the eople who could be described as the Gorbachevs of China,
many students and many people who, in the pre dawn hou

of 4 June 1989, watched China go mad. For several hours, the eking reform of their Party for the betterment of all China.
People’s Liberation Army fired on pro democracy student r-mrr?er péofSti’ itr?e gu:g()a(ri str|:<nes;, ;’alnoilnghe r‘])(;acﬁ'lri‘?\s ?nrd
and others who quite peacefully demonstrated in Tiananm €rs denouncing beng Alaoping s regime and cailing 1o
Square. Many tears were shed, not only in China but here iﬂemocracy, dishevelled the authorities and built momentum
South Australia. | am sure that many of us have Chinesgmongfsf thedpeoplet:I:I]'he r?r?verr;]er:jt t\)/vas strong b|Ut N \;\_/as
friends or were acquainted with Chinese students who studi Erffhu ’é’mm#qp rl:in tl 5 ur?e Tr?re ii theert] rg'nr:?]rﬁ :?anﬁ '?1?
here, or even Chinese business people. In fact, as was poin £ € Lommunist Farty. Those In he stude oveme
out to me, you did not have to know these people in China tvere addressed as cpunter-revolutlonarles by those denoun
shed a tear, because many people mourned the loss ¢pg them. Some within the Party saw the movement as a tool

innocent people in this atrocity as they expressed what we a{éﬂ ai Iiearlld\;evrshlnpl %ou![oﬁ ?r'gdrrtlhzntk:n v%hlelad \Ljpnf[oinltl Juk?e a
believed was a fundamental right. ecision was made that turned the whole eve 0 chaos.

I recall reading of a 17 year old boy whose only crime wa: China feared economic collapse. Incidents such as those in

riding his bicycle to work. He was gunned down. Through thzs r?claarneda\lllverkeng:/tvesdvsrr\]c? 2:&;236};3?“3;;2;3%”;3 ??geréga?li
media, we witnessed crippled bodies and bleeding corpses—_ . y , - " h
%eadmg of Deng’s praising the authorities of the Soviet

and many recall the horrific scene of young people burnin epublic of Georgia. He is known to have said, ‘We do not

to death in a bus. Almost overnight, China had changed. Ov - - .
the next few months, the authorities arrested tens of tho ear the spilling of blood and we do not fear international

sands of people. Many of these people disappeared into ghgaction. ) _ _
bowels of the prison system, many without trial and mos There is much more to be said of the Tiananmen massacre

with no reliable word on their fate. Many prisoners werePUt time does not permit. But | want to record in this House
tortured and common criminals were ordered to beat up anfff€ heroic deaths of many Chinese people. | also want to
humiliate political prisoners. | recall hearing of many record my opposition to the incarceration, humiliation and

atrocities associated with the arrest of pro democrac}Frture endured by many prisoners of conscience who made
supporters. a stand for what is right. In the throes of death, a Chinese

In Yingshan Prison in Guangxi province, a prisoner Wa§tudent asked that we do not hide the incident but record

locked away for two years in solitary confinement in a cell€Verything that happened on that day, 4 June 1989.

that was never cleaned. He died there and officials were not .

sure what had killed him. One possibility was that he froze M CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): |

to death because he had no blankets. The other possibilif§fer to what we all know occurred this morning—a huge
was that he died from the gases produced by the fermentatigf!StUp in the Liberal Party room with respect to leaked
of the 14 inch pile of his own excrement. | am sure that wenformation—

are all well are of China’s history being based on warlords Mr Becker interjecting:

and much bloodshed. Many in authority in China were skilled Mr CLARKE: Confidential parliamentary records which
in the technique of forgetting history. For instance, in 1982yrecord the comings and goings of every member of
the Communist Party issued a direction banning furtheParliament, all parliamentary staff and staff of MPs have been
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released by the Speaker and given to the member for Floreg, She attempted to ‘set up’ a Party leadership battle between Brown

who has taken it upon himself— and Olsen. o
Members interjecting: 3. She attempted to orchestrate a damaging division in the hope that

. L Mr Olsen, the Infrastructure Minister, would be dumped or lose one
The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many interjections. of his major portfolios. P

Mr CLARKE: —to have them fingerprinted to try to find 4. She put her own political ambitions to win a place in Cabinet

the culprit who has distributed an anonymous letter that i§efore the well-being of the Liberal Government.
defamatory of the member for Coles. 5. She prompted another MP to ask Mr Brown a series of provoca-

. j tive questions in a bid to set up a leadership challenge.
Mr Atkinson: Allegedly defamatory. 6. Shewas involved in a blatant conspiracy which gave the totally
Mr CLARKE: Allegedly defamatory. We know that it false perception of a leadership challenge by Infrastructure Minister

was circulated by a supporter of the Minister for Infrastruc-Olsen. o ) o
ture in his internecine warfare with the Premier over his,. Not denied is the public admission by Rann that Hall had rung
. - : im on other occasions with information but not on this occasion.
desire to replace the Premier as Leader of the Liberal Party.” afer negotiating for six months with tfeunday Maiknd giving
The Hon. R.B. SUCH:I raise a point of order, Sir. In his the Party six months of terrible press Hall then accepts an apology
statement to the House, the Deputy Leader is reflecting ofer only two of eight allegations—why? Because the other six were
members. true!
The SPEAKER: Order! Each member is responsible for When | received this letter | did not know whether to pick it
their comments and— up with my own hands or whether to use tweezers or gloves
Members interjecting: so that | would not be subjected to fingerprinting tests by the
The SPEAKER: Order! They must bear the responsibility member for Florey. This raises serious issues regarding the
for any comments they make, particularly for the accuracy ofights and privileges of members of Parliament.
them. | remind the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and all Members interjecting:
members that they are not permitted to impute improper The SPEAKER: Order!
motives towards anyone. The Deputy Leader of the Opposi- Mr CLARKE: The Liberal Party may well have its own
tion. internecine warfare and it is for members of the Liberal Party
Mr ANDREW: | raise a point of order, Mr Speaker. | finally to put this State first and settle their internal disputes
would estimate that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition ha@nce and for all and determine who the real Premier is. That
been speaking for at least 90 seconds, yet the clock has jud@es not give them the right, Mr Speaker, to demand of you,
commenced on five minutes. | suggest that the clock shoul@r for you, Sir, to give to any member of this Parliament,

be moved ahead in the order of 1% minutes. confidential records— .
The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader of the  The SPEAKER: Order! I point out to the Deputy Leader
Opposition. that will he cast no aspersions on the Chair whatsoever. He

Mr CLARKE: Thank you, Sir. The unsigned letter knows what happens when he goes down that track.
distributed by a member of the Liberal Party who supports Mr CLARKE: Thank you, Sir. | simply state that it is

the Minister for Infrastructure— improper for anyone to release confidential information
Members interjecting: regarding the comings and goings of MPs.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Norwood. The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley.

Mr CUMMINS: When the allegation was made about  Mr BRINDAL:  Mr Speaker, your predecessor, Mr
this letter, the member for Hart put up his hand and admitteP&aker Peterson, ejected me from this House for impugning

that he had circulated the letter— improper motives to the Chair other than by way of substan-
An honourable member interjecting: tive motion. | draw your attention to that ruling.
The SPEAKER: Order! The SPEAKER: Order! | am aware of the incident to

Mr CUMMINS: —yet the Deputy Leader has said it was which the honourable member refers. | suggest to the Deputy

unsigned. The member for Hart has clearly admitted in thiieader of the OPPOSi“O"! t_hat, in raising any _issue in the
House that he circulated the letter. ouse, he be aware that it is contrary to Standing Orders to

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Norwood will MPute improper motives in relation to any member. | further
resume his seat. That is not a point of order advise the Deputy Leader and all members that, when they
Mr Foley: Thét is also a fib ' go down the particular track that the Deputy Leader has taken

The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest that all members calm it does lead to other members making similar comments. | am

down. Every member has the opportunity to participate in thiJ‘gersonally of the view that it is not in the best interests of this
debate and, if they believe that they have been misreprese gr(lallz:rr;erg, i?]r O;zgnpaelo\rl)illﬁ‘i(\gv;t%n tgre trgem:lfési:ﬁp:gsgpt’
ed, there is a course of action open to them at the appropria& gage In persc prop
time. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition. statements in relation to any member. The member for

Mr CLARKE: Thank you, Sir. The letter, which is Chaffey.
headed ‘The "Joan Hall Apology" is an admission of guilt’  \,» ANDREW (Chaffey): | am pleased to return the

states: _ _ subject matter in this Chamber to logic and sanity. This
TheSunday Maibf 12 May 1996 apologised to Hall for only two  afternoon | want to report on the progress of the consultation

allegations that were made in the ‘Backstabber’ article of 2 ; ; ;
November 1995 6program that has been taking place with Murray River

1. That Hall made a call and leaked the information to Mike Ranniffigators on the proposed Water Resources Bill, which the

2. That Hall organised someone else to call and leak informatiosovernment intends to introduce later this year.

to Mike Rann. o In my capacity as chairman of the backbench committee
The apology, demanded by Hall and put in with her approvalyyorking closely with and assisting the Minister for the

indicates Hall as the target of the whole article. The allegations mad . . :
in the Sunday Mailof 26 November 1995 which have not been €nvironment and Natural Resources on this proposed Bill, |

apologised for are: recently had the pleasure and responsibility of organising and
1. Sheis a ‘backstabber’. chairing a forum of the representatives of all Murray River
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irrigators, up and down the river, to meet with the Ministerrepresentations in this regard over recent months—I must say
for about half a day. The forum also included other backthat | am disappointed at the comments that have been made
bench members involved in the consultation committee withthis week in the press by the River Murray Catchment
respect to the Bill. A wide spectrum of irrigator groups wereManagement Group, which has been particularly negative in
represented, including the Government High Land Irrigatiorits speculation on the levy. It has speculated that the irrigators
Board; various irrigation trusts, which included Goldenmay have to contribute at .6¢ a kilolitre over the next five
Heights, Sunlands, Renmark and Greenways; the Murrayears to a total of $15 million. | suggest that the irrigators
Catchment Consultative Group, which is representative of thbold on to their patience, wait and consider objectively the
Riverland Horticultural Council and the South Australiandetailed announcement that will obviously be forthcoming
Farmers Federation; Lower Murray groups such as th&rom the Minister in the near future. | have made and will
Narrung Irrigators and the Lower Murray Irrigators; and thecontinue to make representations to the Minister to ensure
Angas Bremer Water Resources Committee. There were al$ioat the levy and the whole package regarding this Bill will
representatives from local government; the developmeriie fair and reasonable and a valued contributor to future
boards; and the Department of Environment and Naturalater resources in this State.
Resources. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member’s
This forum, as appraised by those present, was a produtime has expired. The member for Colton.
tive, useful and valuable process. By way of introduction and
overview of the forum, the Minister for the Environmentand ~Mr CONDOUS (Colton): I refer to a grave concern that
Natural Resources, Mr Wotton, supported by Peter Hoeis shared by my constituents. In October 1995 an application
from the Department of Water Resources, summarised arlas lodged with the Hindmarsh Woodville council by
gave detail with respect to the big picture issues affectingyodafone, on behalf of that company, together with Telstra
water resources and the Murray River at present. Some of tie#id Optus to erect a mobile telephone base station at
big picture issues included COAG and how our interstat®28 Grange Road, Fulham Gardens. This property is owned
colleagues have related in terms of joint agreements over tHy ETSA and operates as a substation—property that is
last three or four years; the issue of interstate trading foewned by the Government and the people of South Australia.
water resources; the issue of water capping with our interstate At that time concern in the electorate was substantial. In
colleagues; and also the Murray-Darling 2001 Project and itslovember | made representations on behalf of my constitu-
significance and influence for this State. ents to the Hindmarsh Woodville council requesting that the
A summary of the proposed Bill was presented and vergpplication be rejected, and this was supported by a unani-
good discussion took place on the major issues. All the issugBous vote of the council. Subsequent to that decision, the
were promulgated very publicly and consultation hasEnvironmental Protection Agency from Canberra visited
occurred since September last year when an issues paper wedelaide to make an assessment of the situation. It was told
presented, and subsequent to this a discussion paper was10 uncertain terms by people representing the community,
circulated. On each occasion some 600 copies were circulatéy members of the council and by council itself that there was
to representative and interested groups. strong objection to the erection of the tower on the basis of
Discussion has taken place on the management structuttee possible health effects from exposure to radio frequency
for the future of water resources and, importantly, on the rolefields from the mobile telephone tower.
responsibility and make-up of the proposed new River Recently a letter was sent by the State Minister for
Murray Management Board. Clearly, the importance of this=ducation instructing schools that they could proceed with
board is not to be underestimated, although there was the erection of telephone towers if they so chose as a form of
divergence of opinion on its make-up. The water resourcetgvenue raising. This advice was based on a report received
levy was discussed at length, with irrigator representativeby the Minister from Dr Repacholi stating that there was no
agreeing with the principle that a fair and affordable levy wassubstantiated or convincing biological effects that could lead
justified and, provided funds go into local projects andto adverse health effects from exposure to radio frequency
programs in the communities, it could genuinely influence thdields from mobile telephone base stations. Dr Repacholi is
direction of that expenditure. a scientist who is attached to the Royal Adelaide Hospital,
Also presented at the forum was an indicative expenditureurrently lives in Switzerland and is employed by the three
program of a list of potential projects that could be imple-telephone companies.
mented or brought forward as part of this increased financial | then took the initiative of writing to the principals and
commitment. Minister Wotton clearly pointed out that levy the chairpersons of the local school councils expressing my
funds would not reduce existing State Government funds teoncern regarding the health of the children in the
the River Murray but would have the effect of attractingcommunity. | said that, if Dr Repacholi’s advice to the
additional funds for the improvement of the Murray. ThereMinister was to be accepted, before any school went ahead
remained, though, a divergence of opinion as to whether theith the erection of a tower they should have a written
levy should be based on allocation or usage, particularly iguarantee that, if any of our children in later years suffered
recognition that most of the Lower Murray irrigators still as a result of radio frequency emissions from these towers,
remain unmetered. the Government would accept full responsibility and pay for
Minister Wotton clearly put to the meeting the option of the ongoing medical costs for the rest of that child’s life. Of
whether to bring down a levy quickly or to consult further, course, the reply from the schools was they would not risk the
or to use the preference of bringing down the levy quickly tohealth and well-being of the children simply to raise revenue
then get out and consult on the other major issues. There wésr the school.
a strong consensus for that to happen, for the levy to be Inarecent report six eminent doctors said that telephone
determined and then to continue with the consultation.  towers could possibly cause asthma, cancer or Alzheimer’s
While | acknowledge and understand that the irrigatorslisease. Regarding Fulham Gardens mobile telephone base
have concerns about the levy—and | have made strongtation, the bureaucrats from Canberra went into a huddle,
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totally ignored all the information that they had received from  Mr Atkinson: And we don't.
the local community and decided to take it upon themselves Mr FOLEY: Butyou should. You should be prepared to
to notify the City of Hindmarsh-Woodville that they would put your individual allegiances to one side and support Port
be recommending to the Department of Environment that th&delaide at this moment. There will be some great differ-
proposal could proceed. That was signed by Mr John Astences between Port Adelaide and the Crows. For one, we will
Assessment Secretary of the Environmental Assessmenbt bite when Sam Newman throws out the hook: we will
Branch. have a little more style than that. We will learn to travel well,
The Department of Environment then wrote to Vodafoneas was evidenced at the weekend when we won in Canberra.
notifying it that it could proceed with certain conditions. That Port Adelaide has already established its ability to win on the
letter was signed by Roger Beale. That now means that thad and it has not even joined the AFL. What more success
prominent bureaucrats from the EPA and the Department afwaits us! It is a great tribute to the Port Adelaide Football
Environment, together with telecommunications, have take€lub and to the many people who have worked very hard
it upon themselves to burden the community with a toweibehind the scenes. | do not want to name them because so
which is in excess of 105 feet in height. In addition, paltrymany hundreds have worked so hard.
and weak conditions have been placed on the erection which An honourable member: And they have good sponsors.
do absolutely nothing but to destroy the aesthetics and Mr FOLEY: Yes, there are very good sponsors, and |
increase the environmental impact on the area while exposirgcknowledge the great sponsorship in the past of Alan Scott
the community to unknown health risks. The proposed toweand Scott Transport, from your electorate, Mr Deputy
has two banks of antenna and three microwave dishes. Speaker, and | hope that will lead to far greater sponsorship
I have yet to see the enormity of the construction in Soutlin the years ahead. Greg Boulton, President of the Port
Australia in an area zoned Al. | have written a letter toAdelaide Foothall Club; Barry Wilson, club Chairman; Brian
Senator Richard Alston, the Federal Minister for Telecom-Cunningham, Chief Executive Officer; and the entire board
munications, asking that the idea be reconsidered. We will bef the Port Adelaide Football Club, both the Magpies board
making an appeal to Austel, because we believe that thend the interim AFL board, have done an excellent, profes-
planning process was not properly adhered to. | am absolutesional job in packaging together an argument that the rest of
disappointed to hear that Federal powers may override Statee AFL clubs simply could not ignore. The persistence, the
powers so that those towers can be placed in whatever areay they have gone about it, the style and the commitment
they want. | believe that it will devalue the real estate in thethat those individuals showed meant that at the end of day
area, but the most important thing | am concerned about is theort Adelaide would succeed.
health and well-being of my constituents. | see this as nothing My electorate takes in the heart of Port Adelaide, and after
but a rubber stamp approval without any knowledge of thehe next election it will take in an even greater part of Port
Ministers and the public servants, who do not know what théAdelaide. As a State member of Parliament, | am very proud

area is all about. to be responsible for an electorate in which Port Adelaide is
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honourable member's the major player. | first went to Alberton Oval as a three year
time has expired. | call on the member for Hart. old, and to see the club develop in such a way brings me great

personal pride. | have ignored the interjections from my
Mr FOLEY (Hart): | rise today at a very important colleagues, who | will not name, because on reflection they
junction for South Australian and national football as a resultoo will come to enjoy Port Power. The Crows have done this
of the announcement this morning that Port Adelaide PoweState proud to this date, but it is time for the Crows to move
will be the new entrant in the AFL. All members of the aside and let the Power in. The real boys are in town. We are
Chamber would join with me in acknowledging that an-about to show them how to play AFL football.
nouncement and congratulating the Port Adelaide Football The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
Club, of which | know that you, Sir, are a strong supportermember’s time has expired.
as are my colleagues the member for Custance and the former
Minister for Primary Industries, the member for MacKillop, = Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): Members of this House will
who is a very much a loyal, longstanding Port Adelaideknow of the atrocities committed by Turkey in Cyprus since
supporter. the invasion of Cyprus in 1974. The atrocities are document-
It is a significant moment not just for Port Adelaide buted in the report of the European Commissioner of Human
for all South Australia, because we now have our secon®ights on Atrocities in Turkey and Cyprus, dated
teamin the AFL. We all know the significantimpact such anSeptember 1979. Among other things, Greek Cypriots have
AFL football match in South Australia each week will have been evicted from their homes, they have been dispossessed
on our economy. Port Adelaide has projected a conservativef their possessions, they have been imprisoned illegally and,
number of 30 000 people per match. | expect that to be & addition, Greek Cypriots taken into custody have disap-
conservative figure: indeed, | would be very surprised ifpeared, and the inference drawn by the European Commis-
Football Park did not reach a near capacity crowd every timsioner of Human Rights is that they have been murdered.
Port Power played, as we have evidenced with the Crows. It is fatuous for the Turks to claim any sovereignty over
Port Adelaide, as you would appreciate, Sir, will simply startany part of Cyprus. If one knows anything about ancient
with humble beginnings but, over time, will no doubt develophistory, one is aware that the Mycenaeans and the Cretans
into a very strong, successful and competitive AFL team. Wevere in Cyprus in the second millennium BC, as were the
will not rest on our past record, which clearly speaks forclassical Greeks, and that possession and sovereignty over
itself. Cyprus has continued. The Ottoman Empire, to say the least,
Members interjecting: came into the world arena very late. Turkey has been
Mr FOLEY: | will ignore the interjections from those condemned wholeheartedly by the international community,
who clearly do not support this momentous day in Souttwhich has not recognised as a matter of law the occupation
Australia. of Northern Cyprus by Turkish troops.
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One would have thought from the details that | have given ~ STATUTES AMENDMENT (ABOLITION OF
about the attacks on the Greek Cypriots that the Turks would TRIBUNALS) BILL
be satisfied with what they have done. Apparently, it appears
that is not the case. Recently an advertisement appeared in a Consideration in Committee of the Legislative Council’s
British English language Turkish Cypriot newspagprus  message intimating that it had insisted on its amendments to
Todaywhich advertised for lease a church known as Panagiahich the House of Assembly had disagreed.
Chrysotrimithiotissa, which is in the village of Trimithi, in The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move:
Northern Cyprus. This church, which dates from the middle  That the House of Assembly insist on its disagreement to the
Byzantine period, played an important role in CypriotLegislative Council's amendments.
Byzantine history and was to be part of the Cypriot registey il pe very brief because | understand there will be a
of ancient monuments. conference on this issue. The Legislative Council, as is

This action of the Turkish occupiers of Northern Cyprussometimes its custom, with the combining of the forces of the
is no more or less than sacrilege. It is an attack on th&LP and the Democrats, continues to frustrate the business
religious beliefs of the Greek Cypriots, it is an insidiousof the Government. That is what happens when you have
attack on the Greek Orthodox Church and it is also an attaci&berrations and there is certainly an aberration in the other
on the cultural heritage of Cyprus. To say the least, it is aplace. The issue of the new system of the courts conducting
extremely cowardly attack, because the church cannot defeitide role previously undertaken by tribunals has been a matter
itself. Today | call on the Commonwealth Government toof considerable debate in this House. The House of Assembly
demand the Turkish Government to direct the authorities ifnsists upon the fact that we can have a system that is far
the so-called Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, whichmore efficient and effective by the abolition of the tribunals
has not been recognised in law, to cease the criminal act @hd ensuring that the conduct of those tribunals comes within
selling the church of Panagia Chrysotrimithiotissa, becauste purview of the courts. Therefore, | ask the Committee to
it is nothing less than criminal sacrilege. | call on theinsist on the amendments.
Commonwealth Government to demand that the Turkish Motion carried.
occupiers of Northern Cyprus respect the religious beliefs of
the Greek Orthodox Church. APPROPRIATION BILL

Adjourned debate on second reading.
(Continued from 30 May. Page 1622.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before calling the first
speaker, | remind members that this is not a grievance debate
PARLIAMENT HOUSE SECURITY and that in the ensuing debate on the Appropriation Bill the
INFORMATION subject matter of this measure should be adhered to. The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition.
Mr FOLEY (Hart): | seek leave to make a personal
explanation. Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition):
Leave granted Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker, for the explanation that you
) gave. | wondered why you made that explanation just before
Mr FOLEY: During the grievance debate of the Deputy| rose to my feet.
Leader of the Opposition, the member for Norwood took a The DEPUTY SPEAKER: It was for the benefit of all
point of order to suggest that the member for Hart, namelynembers. There might be some misunderstanding that this
myself, was the person who had been distributing a certaidebate was wide ranging. It certainly was not intended
letter. As the member for Norwood knows full well, we were specifically for the Deputy Leader.
participating in some cross-Chamber levity. | wish | knew ~ Mr CLARKE: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. | assure
who the culprit was, but | admit that in this case it was not L.the Minister sitting opposite that, following the Deputy
I am happy to submit to a fingerprint test or any other testSpeaker’s indication, my speech will not now be merely for
but it was not I. It was simply a case of cross-Chambefwo minutes, because | have more than enough information
levities. As usual, | have learnt my lesson and | shall noto speak comprehensively about the State budget.

crack such a joke in future. The Hon. R.B. Such interjecting:
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable =~ Mr CLARKE: The Minister interjects, ‘It's a good
member is now debating the issue. budget.’ The Minister, as part of the college of cardinals who

run this State, that is, the State Cabinet, knows as much as I—
and as well as every other member of this House and most
STATUTES AMENDMENT (MEDIATION, informed members of this community—that this is a phoney
ARBITRATION AND REFERRAL) BILL budget. This is a phoney budget, because everyone in this
C A . House, including the Minister opposite, knows that the real
The Legislative Cpuncﬂ intimated that it had agreed to theg; 50 budget will be handed down after the Commonwealth
House of Assembly’'s amendments. hands down its budget at the end of August this year.
Mr Lewis: Get lost, you goose!
BANK MERGER (BANKSA AND ADVANCE BANK) Mr CLARKE: The member for Ridley interjects, ‘Get
BILL lost, you goose.’ This is the so-called parliamentary secretary
to the Minister for Primary Industries. Maybe he is the one
Returned from the Legislative Council without amend-member in this House who is not aware of the fact that
ment. Commonwealth revenues to the State Government amount to
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55 per cent of the State’s income. Members will find that The Brown Government has admitted that South Australia
there will be huge cutbacks on Commonwealth outlays tas again leading the nation in terms of low growth. Since the
very important programs in this State. The Treasurer in hi8rown Government’s election, we have never participated in
budget speech sought to shift the blame to the Howarthe sorts of growth levels set in place nationally by the former
Government by saying, ‘Whatever the Howard GovernmenEederal Labor Government. At the current levels of economic
determines come August, and if it cuts programs by Xactivity in this State, and given the policies being pursued by
number of dollars, we at a State level will not be picking upthis Government, we are unlikely ever to approach even the
any shortfall. That will be the Howard Government’s national average, let alone live up to the Premier’s exhorta-
determination of priorities, not this State Government’s.’ Thations about leading the nation in economic growth. On several
is very simplistic, but again | give Cabinet members opposit®ccasions today and on past occasions the Premier referred
more credence for knowing, better than the member foto the headline that we saw in the Adelaiévertisersome
Ridley knows, what is happening in this world. few weeks ago, where it was reported that in the ABS
Under the specific purpose payment, base hospital fundingtatistics for the March quarter there was supposedly a growth
grants amount to $338 million. If there are any significantrate of some 4.8 per cent. We were leading the nation, the
cuts with respect to that payment, it will have a major impactAdvertisertold us on that occasion. Only a newspaper of the
on our public hospitals and on the public welfare of thequality of theAdvertisenwould print such a furphy and such
citizens of this State. That is something that this Governmerd load of pap, when it comes to a critical analysis of the
cannot lightly pass by. Also, as the Minister opposite inState’'s economy.
particular knows, with regard to the Australian National | will refer briefly to a publication that | always read with
Training Authority approximately $53 million is involved interest calledEngineering Business Trendsis published
and, if there were a significant cut to ANTA—and indeedmonthly, the latest being April 1996. It is a monthly survey
there are suggestions that it may be wound up altogether-eonducted by the Engineering Employers Association of
that would have a devastating impact on TAFE, as the&South Australia of South Australia’s metal and engineering
Minister sitting opposite knows only too well. This Govern- industries. Notwithstanding the fact that we have lost a
ment has determined to bring out a phoney budget knowingignificant part of our manufacturing industry over the years
full well that its projections and the amounts forecast bear néor a whole range of reasons, not entirely due to the Brown
relevance ultimately to the truth. Government's policies on their own, this survey covered 22
The Brown Government will have only itself to blame in companies employing some 8 500 employees. In a summary
many respects, because within days of the Howardfthe results, underthe heading ‘Employment’, the publica-
Government being elected to office on 2 March we had th¢ion notes:
Premier calling for the Federal Government to slash  gmpjoyment was down for the month, as it was for the year.
Commonwealth outlays significantly. The Premier called for o . L )
the sacking of some 30 000 Federal public servants. Thgnder the heading ‘Production Activity’, it reads:
Premier on radio has said on not one occasion but several, Fifty-two per centof respondents reported ‘very busy’ or ‘busy’
‘The Commonwealth Government should do what we hav %m?}y ,!fr:ldelgé ggﬁcclxﬁedﬁqvgﬂtﬁnbg;gp per cent figure of last
done in the South Australian public sector and cut its work L .
force by 10 per cent. What the Premier has not taken int¢/nder the heading ‘Orders’, it states:
account—and one would have thought he should know—is = The current order book situation appears to have deteriorated,
that when those cutbacks take place within the Commonith ‘?.”f'“?rea‘,seg ”%mbker ﬁ'f resPo”?he”tS' 48 per cent, re_p?rl;tlng
wealth Public Service, as they have already started to talg%‘rf]%fn?ecsc;gpgrrﬂﬁé ir?m%r?)'vegvauet\(ﬁre' O%rgrvg?)%ﬁg_mcrease nhose
place, many of the job cuts will be in South Australia. .
We have already lost up to 1 000 jobs in South Australia! & summary reads:
through the Commonwealth Government’s accepting the . The monthly results continue to reflect a flat activity situation,
with trading conditions remaining very tight. Respondents continue

Premier's advice by cutting back Commonwealth pUbI'Cto be uncertain about any short to medium term improvement. In a

sector employment. That is without the Federal Reviewsecioral sense suppliers to the housing industry report no increase in
Committee’s reporting back to the Government and beforédemand, the automotive sector reports an increase in schedules due

decisions have been made in the context of the overalp new models and continued demand for larger Australian made
Federal budget. How many more South Australian jobs willvehicles, whilst whitegoods remain under strong import competition.
be lost before this Government and this Premier realise thathat survey does not give credence to the Premier’s exhorta-
when they call on the Federal Government to slash the sizéons today about South Australia leading the nation in
of the Public Service it is regional economies such as Souteconomic growth. Indeed, South Australia continues to
Australia’s that are hurt the most? languish as the State with the highest levels of unemployment
The other point | make in so far as the State budget i®n the mainland and with respect to the level of youth
concerned—and it was raised during Question Time today—t4nemployment in this State. At the same time, we have a
is that the State Government forecast economic growth iovernment agreeing with the policies of the Howard
South Australia at a very slow 2.75 per cent. This is on togsovernment (and, one presumes, with the Federal Minister
of the knowledge that in 1994-95 the growth in gross Statéor Employment, Education and Training, Senator Amanda
product was exactly 0.0 per cent. We stayed absolutelyanstone) that labour market training programs should be
stagnant at a time when the rest of Australia grew at recordlashed and that they do not produce real jobs; and in
levels. With regard to the financial year ending 30 June 199&greement with a policy that the Howard Government talks
we are expecting a growth rate of only 3 per cent. The growtlabout of allowing apprentices to be paid only for the three
forecast by the State Treasury for 1996-97 of 2.75 per certays they are actually on the job and not the two days they
compares with, again according to State Treasury's owspend off the job at TAFE.
figures, a growth rate in Australia as a whole of between On a number of occasions at functions | have attended
3.25 and 4 per cent. with the Minister for Employment, Training and Further
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Education sitting opposite, he has referred (and | agree with Mr CLARKE: | withdraw, Sir, because obviously there
him on this) to the necessity of up-skilling our work force, are 36 under suspicion. Some of the other issues | would also
and how we must encourage our young people to lookke to canvass—

towards the trades to give them the due recognition thatthey The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
deserve in our society as being a valuable contributor to oumember knows very well that he is now impugning the
State’s economy. He has also talked about encouraging youmgputation of every member of the Government.

people, both young men and women, to take up apprentice- Mr CLARKE: | will withdraw the whole comment, Sir.
ships; and yet we have a Commonwealth Government that ®On the basis of efficiency, you are quite right, Sir: | will
determined to slash the amount of money spent on trainingllow the witch-hunt to continue and no doubt the culprits
these young people. will be unearthed in due course.

As the State Minister for Employment, Training and | also raise the issue of regional development. | see little
Further Education knows only too well, we will not encour- incentive in this State budget with respect to moneys that can
age our very bright young people who might be tempted tde made available to the regional areas of Upper Spencer
go into the trades area to do so if they are paid only for th&Ulf. I have looked forlornly over the past 2% years to find
three days they are actually at work and not for the time theyvhat concrete work this Government has done to try to
are attending training. We will not attract those people intdfomote industries within the regions, and | have not
those skilled areas, and Australia as a whole will be thdorgotten Mount Gambier, Sir. | accept that you have a
poorer, particularly small regional economies like Southspeqlal lnterestln'that area, being the local member for that
Australia. So, | do despair at this State budget, because @strict. However, in respect of the Upper Spencer Gulf area,
does not give us the vision or the outline of what will happergnd from what | have observed in the South-East, | have seen
in this State for the next 12 months. This State cannot affordtle evidence that this Government has committed itself to
to be held in limbo simply because this Government does ndggional development.

have the guts to recognise what everyone else knows will When it came to office, the Government took away the
happen come the Federal budget and plan accordingly.  Labor Government commitment to make enterprise zones in

: : .particular regional areas, commencing with Whyalla and
In so far as some of the major areas of expenditure n%/ g 9 Y

major portfolio areas are concerned, the State Governme . - -
tries to wax lyrical about the alleged increased expenditure ount Gambier, drawing a distinction between those areas

for schools but, taking inflation into account, the budget ha#gro f(; Séztri f‘h”fsgneeﬁ,rf;?Or'i';aenzﬁgglsa&fflj||J \l/)v: tsagrf?ggsﬁgé?rits
in fact increased by just $2.3 million. That nowhere near Y P '

compensates the schools in our State for the $47 million tha} f State taxes and charges, and would have local government

- bates with respect to council rates, and a range of other
has been ripped out of our budget over the past two yearsgcentives to try to attract industries to those regions. When

Cyen iy ereese s basec o the assumpton 1t 1 asumed ofice he Premer s, e il crap htcea
schools by about $2.3 million altogether. We will make the whole of South Austr_aha an
) o o enterprise zone.’ The difficulty, as you would appreciate, Mr

I wonder what the Premier and the Minister for Employ- peputy Speaker, is that it is hard enough to attract industry
ment, Training and Further Education in this State will sayto South Australia, and Adelaide in particular, but to get them
if the Howard_Go_vernment guts the Disadvantaged Schoolg go to Whyalla, Mount Gambier, Port Pirie, Port Augusta
Program, which is funded by the Commonwealth Governand the like, you have to say, ‘There is some other more
ment. If that program is gutted, will this State Governmentangible reason to go there instead of Adelaide. Itis no good
stand by idly and snap to attention to its ngeral coIIeague§mp|y saying, ‘We are about getting jobs in Adelaide only
and say, ‘Thank you, Sir; three bags full, Sir; please beat ugnd we do not care two hoots about regional South Australia.”
over the head one more time’? We must have a Government that is committed to saying,

In so far as public hospitals are concerned, the PremiekVe want to save Whyalla and Port Augusta; we believe that
claims that this is a caring budget but, after inflation, fundingPort Pirie and Mount Gambier are worth saving’, and retain
for hospitals has been increased by only $1.3 million. Againemployment levels there, including Commonwealth and State
that is based on John Howard's not cutting expenditure in thipublic servants, so that they help generate economic activity
area come August, which we all know he will do. In anyin those cities and regions, and continue to help attract other
event, what it overlooks is that, over the past two Staténdustries to those areas, or else it may as well say, ‘We do
budgets, this Government ripped nearly $80 million out of thenot care about anything north of Gepps Cross.
public hospitals budget. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable

Mr Brindal interjecting: member’s time has expired.

entually extending to Port Augusta, Port Pirie and down to

_MrCLARKE: | understand that the member for Unley  \r BECKER (Peake): The member for Ross Smith, the
will soon be the Independent member for Unley and will NOpeputy Leader, disappoints me. | would have thought that,
longer be saddled with the onerous responsibilities of being,ith al his knowledge and industrial background, he would
parliamentary secretary to the Minister for Education andand up for and promote and encourage development within
Children's Services. We have yet to find out what he actuallyhe ryral industry of South Australia, because that is where
does as a parliamentary secretary, other than open doors Q& earned his living. That is where his living came from. That
perhaps purvey letters around the corridors of Parliameng pasically what South Australia has always been about. It
House; I know not which, but— is still a rural economy; it is a great State and will become an

Mr BRINDAL: |rise on a point of order, Sir. The Deputy even better State if we get behind all sectors of the
Leader of the Opposition clearly made an allegation againstommunity and support them. The Government exists to
me to which | take personal objection and of which | ask hisserve the community. That is what it is all about. | am sick
unqualified withdrawal. and tired of listening to the Leader of the Opposition, the
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ideas man for the Labor Party in years gone by, the persoifiwe are to survive, we must reduce the cost of government.
who came up with all these wonderful ideas— The Minister for Infrastructure, when Leader of the Opposi-
Mr Brindal interjecting: tion, promised that he would reduce the number of politicians
Mr BECKER: Well, 1950s style of imagination in the in South Australia, but he was criticised unmercifully by the
1970s and 1980s. He is now using dear old Don Dunstan-honourable member who is now Leader of the Opposition,
and you have to say ‘dear old Don Dunstan'—and Jackvho suggested that it was only a ploy. Olsen was right. The
Wright to promote opportunities in the northern and westeriming was right to reduce the size of the Government, with
suburbs. | cannot believe that a modern political Party wouldhe impact that would have on the taxpayers of this State.
have to go back to a politician who was first elected here in - The Hon. R.B. Such interjecting:
the mid 1950s, who eventually became the Premier in the MrBECKER: As the Minister says, he was ahead of his
1970s and who had such an economic and social impact Qiime. He is quite right. Unfortunately, there are no prizes in
this State whereby in the 1990s we are still trying to extracholitics for being ahead of your time. You have to be in the
ourselves from the mire. That is what it is all about. Ofright place at the right time. At the same time, the people
course, Jack Wright and some of those people from the olHave to understand what it is all about. The GST under John
Australian Workers Union who supported Dunstan are ouHewson would have been the greatest thing that ever
there being revived to prop up the flagging support of thehappened to this country. This country would have boomed.
Leader of the Opposition. There would not be the unemployment, disappointment, or
Let me warn the Opposition. It has a responsibility toanywhere near the tragedies we are experiencing at the
serve this State as well as anybody else, and it has a job fitesent time. When you have full employment, when you
keep the Government on track. It has a job to come forwar@lave affordable housing, only then will you have a lifestyle
with ideas to support the growth and development of thisf which you can be proud. As a result of that, you stop all
State. Instead of that, all it does is criticise and knock at evenhis mischievous nonsense which has been occurring and
opportunity. It knocks anything that looks like it will be good which has been caused by drugs, by excessive gambling and
or beneficial for the people of South Australia. by bad habits. Much can be said for a clean style of living in
This budget follows the strategy that the Treasurethis community and much can be said about the morals of a
implemented in 1994. Itis a budget strategy that our Governcommunity.
ment Wants_for the ber_1efit of the _people of South Australia. | pelieve that the budget is on track, the strategy is right,
Ifwe look briefly at the impact achieved by the Treasurer, Weyn the timing is right; we must support the budget to ensure
now have a total current outlay of $5.7 billion, with capital that the recovery of this State is well and truly cemented on
outlays of about $588 million, making a total of about $6.3ime. | remind everyone that it is easy criticise. We have
billion. From that, with our own taxes of about $2.2 billion, heard the Leader of the Opposition say that it is a fraud and
and the Federal Government grants received, specific angs false but all he can say is that the Federal Government
otherwise, of just over $3.3 billion, the total revenue anthas not brought down its budget and therefore we do not
borrowings amount to about $6 billion. The end result will unow what is happening.
be a $60 million deficit. Let us look at what the Treasurer tells us about the

_ Thisis awonderful projection for the State—a reductionysgjp|e impact of the Commonwealth budget. He says that
in the debt we inherited of some $350 million down to about, ,et of the Commonwealth’s $8 hillion targeted deficit

$60 million for the financial year under review, 1996-97. By .o 4 cti il P ts to it di
the 1997-98 financial year, the budget should be in surplué?atlijr?é?n Wil come from CUES T Its own purpose spending,

When we came to government we picked up a $350 million ) ) .
No cuts in general purpose funding to the States are anticipated;

debt and, as a result, we implemented savings that had to Bﬁy cuts in specific purpose payments to the State will be accommo-
made. Every now and then, after a number of years of anjateq either by equivalent cuts in related expenditure and/or by
one particular style of government, a little bit of fat develops efficiencies possible as a result of less onerous Commonwealth
so a new Government has the opportunity to come in and triradministration. That relates to specific purpose payments: it will not
that fat for the benefit of the State. impact upon our own budget. Any Commonwealth budgetary
adjustment in August is not expected to affect the underlying deficit.
If we were to follow the lead of Governments throughout
the world, starting back in Maggie Thatcher’s days in theWe all know that interest rates will probably stabilise: it is a
United Kingdom, through the British Commonwealth, Very brave person who will predict what interest rates will do
America, Europe as itis at the moment, and e|sewhere, W@ the next 12 months WOfld-Wide, let alone in this country.
would see that the trend and policy is for leaner, smalleHowever, | believe that there will be a period of stability in
government. In other words, the taxpayers have said to tH&e next 12 to 18 months.
politicians, ‘You exist for the benefit of the community. ~ The nature and scope of possible cut-backs will not be
Therefore, there comes a time when we will not pay any morénown until mid August and it will be too late for the
in taxes, when we expect a leaner, meaner operation from onnajority of budget planning purposes. For this reason three
Government.’ So, if private enterprise or small business canther States have already announced their budget plans for
handle the functions of government, they should be given th&996-97: New South Wales, Western Australia and Victoria.
opportunity, and they should be given the opportunity toThey have done their budgets: why cannot South Australia?
perform. Of course, supervisors are required to keep an ejéwe were to listen to the Leader of the Opposition, we
on them, but that occurs through the bureaucracy of thevould not even tackle it.
Public Service and the management of good government.  This State budget clearly indicates the Government’'s own
There is no doubt that, the longer | serve in Parliament, theriority with any adjustments after August reflecting solely
more | become convinced that we are over-governed. We a@ommonwealth priorities. Most of the Commonwealth’s $8
over-governed, not only in this State and country but in thebillion targeted deficient reduction will come from cuts to its
western world, particularly when the performance of thisown purpose spending over a considerable period. No cutsin
country is compared to that of European and Asian countriegeneral purpose funding to the States have been anticipated
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and any cuts to specific purpose payments could be of twthe radio stations or the television stations, the whole bloody
types. Dropping SPP programs will simply result in thelot should be lined up against a wall and told, ‘Lift your
elimination of the equivalent spending in the State budget andame’; Murdoch and Packer should also be told that,
the discount per dollar of funding with the Commonwealthnotwithstanding that they expect us to operate lean, mean
seeking to capture a share of the cost efficiencies expected@bvernments, we could go through their operations and find
the State level from the broad banding of many small related lot of fat as well. The media should assist and promote the
programs. This will involve administrative adjustments at thebenefits of the State and, if they do not, there is something
State level which could take up to two years to implementwrong with them. They should be told clearly that there is no
All up, the Commonwealth budgetary adjustment in Augustsupport for them in this State and this city. We do not want
is not expected to affect the underlying deficit budget forthem.
1996-97 or 1997-98 with any cuts being accommodated either g,th Australia has the chance of $5 billion worth of
by equivalgnt cuts in related expenditure and/or by efficien evelopment. Some of it has started, most of it is under way,
cies possible as a result of less onerous Commonweallt,4 much of it is about to start. Certainly you get no credit
administration. o from the Opposition, but | remind members opposite of one
_The budget strategy is right. | am pleased and proud thahing: anyone who travels overseas will discover what
it has been my Government that brings in the budget during,nens to Governments and political Parties like them. The
May with an attempt to have it passed by the end of June, Qfqrigwide trend is that, if people do not like a Government
as early as possible after 30 June, so that Governmep} 5 party, they throw the whole lot out. The Labor Party is
departments and Government-related authorities have thgeyy it has 11 seats; it is extremely lucky it won 10 seats at
opportunity of a full 12 months to deal with theirincome andine jast election, because it appeared that only one or two
expenditure. | still believe that we have to encourage the,empers would be returned for the Labor Party in this State.
Commonwealth Government to bring down the Federairpatis what the result should have been: it should have been
budget possibly in March or April so that we can have a cleagp)y one or two members, but there was the possibility that
start to the financial year on 1 July, having had all theihe'party would be wiped out altogether. However, this gives
processes of the budget dealt with by State Parliament. Theéewarning to my Party that, when those sorts of things
should be no delays, be it through this House, the budggfsppen, the people will reverse the situation just as sharply.
Estimates Committees or the other place. o Overseas Governments can come and go pretty quickly now-
This budget will rebuild South Australia in a positive way. a-days if they do not perform, reduce the cost of government,

Much has been said about the competition between the Statggq demonstrate accountability and cost benefits to taxpayers.
and let us not forget the benefits that the new Government has

brought to South Australia. South Australia is one of the HOW can any person in this State, in all honesty, vote for

lowest taxing States in Australia, being 23 per cent below Political Party which has been unable to attract the amount
Victoria and 26 per cent below New South Wales; we hav®f business t_hat we h_ave attract_e_d? Some_$5 billion \_North of
the second lowest payroll tax of all States; and we havgrowth to th"'f" State is a magnificent achlevemer_n_ln three
50 per cent rebate on payroll tax for new exports. years, and this Government deserves all the credit it can get

Recently in Germany | was advised that Mercedes Ben{' it: There is the $1.4 billion investment by Holden's for a
was about to redevelop one of its existing plants to make nef{f€W model Commodore; $525 million invested by Mitsubishi
motor cars. It obtained statistical information from the FrencH© Produce a new \_/vorld car af‘d engine block _for overseas
Government—because the French were keen to attract ndfi2"kets; $200 million expansion of the Westfield Marion
industries—and the cost of operating and manufacturing irp'°PPing Centre; $200 million expenditure by Santos, during
France would be 20 per cent cheaper than Germany. Inste next three years, on Cooper Basin exploration;
of rebuilding and redeveloping the existing plant, Mercede 170 million for the construction of a co-generation power

Benz went a few kilometres across the border and establish&2nt in Adelaide; the relocation of back office functions to
a new factory where the savings will be 20 per cent. South Australia, including the Westpac Mortgage Processing

Industry will do that. Industry will use the benefits of C€ntre, with already 450 and possibly 800 staff; Bankers

competition between the States, and the States are mindful 5fuSt, with more staff; Australis, with more staff; Telstra,
the competition between them to attract industry and provid®/obile Netand Link Communications, with more staff; and
employment. Our role is to ensure that there are growth ang/2ns for a $1 billion expansion to double the output from
development opportunities and that there is employment foP!YMPic Dam mining and processing facilities.
those who need it. It is for those reasons that there will be That is $3.5 billion just for starters. And then we have
continual competition between the States in this country, awhat the Government is proposing to do: a $144 million
there is in the Common Market in Europe, where there are neconomic development program that is well under way;
boundaries as far as competition is concerned. Already w#28 million for various assistance and incentive payments to
have heard the cries from Victoria and New South Wales thandustry; $38.2 million for tourism; $30 million for the MFP,
the competition is hurting them and that they are not happywhich is about to start showing results; $15 million in State
This State must be prepared to attract industry to Soutfunding for the extension of the Adelaide Airport runway;
Australia. We have been extremely successful in bringing2.5 million to continue South Australian exploration
new industry into South Australia. initiatives; and $1.234 million for various capital works that

I now raise an issue that has not been highlighted by th&ill create 20 000 jobs. No mean feat! No mean budget! No,
only paper in this State, th&dvertiser—and you wonder Mr Leader of the Opposition, itis not a fraud, it is not a myth:
whether they are half asleep or whether the editorial stafthis is a reality. This Government in South Australia is doing
does what it wants when it wants. If you look at the Asiansomething for South Australians and has already $5 billion
countries and ask why they are successful, you recognise thabrth of development on the board, reduced Government
they do not have a bleating, negative media. Whether it be theosts and tremendous benefits for the taxpayers of South
Adelaide Revieythe Messenger newspapers, Atvertiser  Australia.



Tuesday 4 June 1996 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1647

Mr CAUDELL (Mitchell): There were three things that in South Australia would be subject to a one-off tax of
struck me about the South Australian economy when $1 000.
entered this Parliament in December 1993—three things The Opposition has chosen to oppose the contracting out
which were associated with this economy and which relatedf the management, maintenance and repair of services. The
to the previous Government. The first thing that | saw wasontracting out of the management and maintenance of the
that, for every dollar raised in tax by the previous Govern-State’s services has resulted in a saving under the budget of
ment, in excess of 30¢ was going to meet the interest cos&0 million per year. The Opposition has steadfastly opposed
on our State debt. That was horrendous: close to one-third tfie reduction in the deficit which, when we came into office,
the money raised by taxation was going towards paying thevas running at $350 million. If we followed the Opposition’s
interest costs for a debt that should never have occurred,@hilosophy of buying back the State Bank, the SGIC, the
debt that occurred due to the mismanagement of the previolspelines Authority and the Timber Corporation and if we
Government. maintained public expenditure at the levels that the Opposi-
The second thing that struck me in relation to the economsion required us to meet, this State would, as a result, see
of South Australia was that public sector outlays had grownncreases in taxation never seen before in the history of the
faster than in any other State of the Commonwealth offommonwealth. Not only would we have a $1 000 capital tax
Australia. As a result, the previous South Australian Governen every resident—every man, woman and child—in South
ment was spending $350 million per year more than it raisedwustralia, but to maintain that level of expenditure, to keep
in revenue: $350 million more was being spent year after yeaup that level of interest payment of $1 billion, to keep up that
than was being received by way of income. That had théevel of deficit in the State budget, would result in an extra
potential to blow State debt through the roof. tax of $20 per week per household—an increase in taxation
The third thing that struck me as regards the Soutlabove and beyond the taxation levels currently applying in
Australian economy was that State debt, as a percentage tbfis State.
the gross State product, was running at 28.1 per cent, That would be just to bring the deficit in line with the
compared with pre State Bank debt days, when it was onlgame level in dollar terms as 1992. It would not account in
14 per cent of gross State product. The previous Governmengal terms for today’s dollar. Because of the Opposition’s
the now Opposition, had no financial strategy, and hatack of financial management, we would face a capital tax of
proposed no financial strategy since it has been occupying ti#L 000 up front, plus a $20 per week per household increase
Opposition benches. When the Opposition lost office, Staten tax. This would be a State where we would say to people,
debt was running at $9 billion, and with contingent liabilities ‘The last person to leave can turn off the lights,’ because no-
State debt was in excess of $13billion. We had eone could afford to live in South Australia under such a Labor
$350 million deficit with a $1 billion interest payment year Government’s taxation regime, and that would be just to meet
in and year out. the level of expenditure commitment that it made public
The Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader ofecently.
the Opposition have claimed that this is a phoney budget and It has been said by members of the Opposition and others
that it has no relevance to the future of South Australia. Onéhat we have not maintained spending on police in dollar
only has to draw members’ attention to the three other Statéerms. More efforts in policing have been carried out in this
in this Commonwealth which have also brought down theirState than under any previous Government. The level of
budgets: New South Wales, which has a Labor Governmentapital expenditure for the Police Force can be seen by the
Western Australia; and Victoria. All have brought down theirworks that have been completed on the Sturt Police Station
budgets because of the need to have their planning processex the Port Augusta Police Station. As you are well aware,
in place for the continuation of business in their States. As wdir Speaker, the level of capital expenditure on the Port
are all aware, the targeted reductions in the Commonwealthugusta Police Station was despicable. The conditions under
deficit will come from cuts to is own spending. However, wewhich the police were required to work in Port Augusta were
have been advised there will be no cuts in general purposshameful, but these conditions existed for a number of years
funding for the States and that any cuts in specific purposender the previous Government.
payments for the States will be accommodated either by Capital expenditure for education in this budget is set at
equivalent cuts in related expenditure or by efficienciest102 million, which is $14 million more than 1995-96. The
possible as a result of less erroneous Commonwealt®pposition has said that expenditure in education has gone
administration. up in real terms by only $2.3 million, but the increase in
Until recently the Opposition had a policy under which it education expenditure in real terms is running at
would buy back the assets that had been sold by the Brow$27.3 million. When one speaks to principals and school
Government. The Opposition has continuously opposed theouncillors, one finds that the comments are consistent,
sale of assets such as the State Bank, SGIC, the Pipelineamely, that under the previous Government there was a total
Authority and so on. But, as | said, it now no longer has dack of maintenance and repair planning and expenditure.
recurrent policy to buy back those assets. However, thakhere has been a major reduction in public sector employ-
policy could change in the future now that the Opposition nanent. That has been necessary for proper deficit and debt
longer has a Centre Left, and given the increasing power akduction strategies.
the Left faction and the unaligned Left faction. The relevance Mr Brindal interjecting:
of that situation is that there has been $1.6 billion worth of The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley is out of
State asset sales to reduce the State debt. If the Oppositiorder.
were to want to buy back those assets, how it would find the Mr CAUDELL: Mr Speaker, | appreciate that the
$1.6 billion to do so would be very interesting. That basicallymember for Unley is out of order, but he did raise an issue
means that there would be a tax on every man, woman arabout capital expenditure on schools in the south-western
child in South Australia of $1 000 to buy back those assetssuburbs. When the member for Unley was the member for
to meet the Opposition’s policy, every man, woman and childHayward, he would remember that the expenditure on the
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Darlington Primary School was negligible. There were bigincluded in the budget are funds for the Industrial Premises
holes in the wall through which you could put your fist, but Development Scheme, which will assist projects such as the
the previous Government continued to ignore them. Expendirew facility for Bankers Trust Australia Limited at Science
ture on the Paringa Park School has been overdue for yeafark. Hopefully, that will be the first of many facilities to be
but the previous Government failed to address that issue. #stablished in Science Park over the coming years. Of course,
was not until this Government came into office that moneyScience Park is on the edge of Mitchell.
started to be spent on Brighton High School. Also, $600 000 Mr Brindal interjecting:
has been included in the budget for expenditure on the Mr CAUDELL: As the member for Unley says, that
Clovelly Park Primary School, which will leave that school establishment is part of $400 million of private and Govern-
with better facilities so that they will not have to put up with ment sector expenditure in the electorate of Mitchell, which
transportables as they did under the previous Governmeniill see employment opportunities for in excess of 3 000
In public sector employment, the reduction from 15.5 toSouth Australians, including young South Australians, in the
13 per cent of the work force has been necessary to assist tbectorate of Mitchell and neighbouring areas. Besides the
deficit and debt reduction strategies. Health expenditure haankers Trust establishment at Science Park, $50 million
been set at $1.6 billion in this budget, an increase ofvorth of expenditure will be associated with the private
$91 million on previous years. Included in the budget is thenospital development at Flinders Medical Centre. There is
provision of $6 million towards increasing throughput of another $50 million worth of expenditure on the Mitchell
waiting lists. A sum of $124 million has been included in thePark housing estate, and there is also the $200 million
capital works project. Included in that $124 million are investment by Westfield at its new facility at Marion, which
projects in the Mitchell electorate and surrounding areas ofill make that the second largest facility in the whole of
Mitchell. The Government has allocated funds for theAustralia.
upgrading of facilities at the Repatriation Hospital, for the  The investment by Westfield in South Australia is very
upgrading of the operating theatres at Flinders Medicatelevant when one talks to the Westfield executives about
Centre, for the provision of facilities in conjunction with why they are investing $200 million in South Australia rather
Lions International to establish a public eye centre at Flinderthan another State such as Queensland. The hierarchy of
Medical Centre, and for the Marion Community Health Westfield have stated openly and to all who were at the
Centre in the northern sector of the Marion triangle. Thos@pening of the new facility that they could see a future in
expenditures will account for $22.8 million of the capital South Australia. They could see that the hard work had been
budget, of which $10.3 million will be spent in 1996-97.  done in regard to the South Australian economy, the State’s
Mr Brindal: | notice that the shadow Minister is strangely economy was on the move and it was very worth while to
quiet. invest those funds in South Australia rather than in any other
Mr CAUDELL: She is extremely quiet. The State budget,State. As a result of the investment of $200 million in their
which was delivered on Thursday last, provides forshopping complex at Marion, they could see that it would
$72.3 million in new capital works projects for the south-provide an extra 1 650 jobs at the completion of the project.
western suburbs areas. As | said, included in those projec®here is also the investment of $50 million in the northern
are $22.8 million for health, of which $10.3 million will be section of the triangle by the Marion council and the start of
spentin 1996-97. The health expenditure deserves mentiothe Southern Expressway running from Darlington to
ing again. It includes the upgrade of the veterans’ and ageleynella, which will provide greater access to jobs in the
rehabilitation facilities at the Daw Park Repatriation Hospital,southern regions of South Australia. This commitment by the
the Flinders Medical Centre operating theatres upgrading, th@overnment represents overdue and worthwhile facilities for
Flinders Medical Centre project in conjunction with Lions residents in the south-western suburbs, as well as providing
International to establish a public eye centre, and the Mariosmployment opportunities for local residents.
Community Health Centre in the northern section of the The Deputy Leader of the Opposition said that this budget
Marion triangle. had no vision. Obviously, the Deputy Leader needs glasses,
As well, $2.5 million has been allocated in 1996 for newbecause included in the Government’s medium term finan-
capital expenditure on local schools, including $600 000 foking strategies are its intention, first, to reduce the State debt
the South-Western Special Education Unit, which will beand, secondly, to ensure that South Australia has a competi-
located at Hamilton Secondary College. An amount ofiive taxation regime. This budget is committed to a reduction
$1.2 million has been allocated for the Hamilton Secondaryn deficit from $350 million in 1993 (when we took office)
College restructuring, which results from the Marion Road-to $60 million in 1996-97. This deficit will be eliminated in
South Road corridor project, involving the amalgamation 0f1997-98. The State’s net debt has been reduced from 28.1 per
anumber of schools, and also the commencement of middigent of the gross State product in 1992 to 20.3 per cent. Now
schooling, year 7, in 1998 at the Hamilton SecondarySouth Australia has a competitive edge with labour costs
College. Another $600 000 has been allocated to the Clovellgelow the national average and per capita taxation 23 per cent
Park Primary School for the upgrading and restructuring obelow Victoria and 26 per cent below New South Wales.
that school, which followed an amalgamation of Tonsley Park
and Mitchell Park Primary Schools on the Clovelly Park Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): We all know that health has
campus. been a failure for this Government. It is the Achilles heel for
Other capital projects totalling $47 million as announcedhe Brown Government—and they know it—not only in
in the budget impact on the local area of the south-westerrelation to the $79 million in real terms that has been taken
suburbs. Firstly, | refer to the provision of recreation facilitiesout of the health sector over the past two years but also
and a safe boat harbor and berth at Glenelg for the Kangardmecause of the fact, as Government members know, that
Island ferry. It also includes the associated works andhealth above all other areas in the State budget is exposed
extensions to the Adelaide Airport, as well as the changes timcredibly to any cuts in Commonwealth grants. In fact,
the golf course and roadworks around the airport. Alsdhealth is exposed to the extent of $650 million to Common-



Tuesday 4 June 1996 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1649

wealth cuts. In all areas of the State budget, health is the orfead in mind in the health area. We will examine Modbury
that will feel it when John Howard struts his stuff in August Hospital in detail in the estimates process, but we know how
and we will see the Brown Government step back fronthis experiment is wavering. We know that the building of the
responsibility and say, ‘Well, it’s all their fault and we will promised new private hospital has not occurred. We know
slice off these programs.’ | will talk about that in more detail that the turnover times for people wanting to get access to
later in my speech. elective surgery at Modbury are way behind the times in the

Mr BRINDAL: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. other public hospitals in the metropolitan area. What does this
The member for Elizabeth is not addressing the substance ofean for the brave new world which was to solve all our
the Bill, which is the State budget. The honourable membeproblems and which was to be the new dawn in the delivery
is talking constantly about the Howard Government and bf public hospital services?
cannot see to what that is relevant. We know that the savings on which the whole deal was

The SPEAKER: Order! The budget debate is traditionally predicated—3$6 million a year—are way off target. We know
a pretty wide-ranging debate, and my understanding is thdlat there is increasing concern by both parties to that contract
the honourable member is talking about health matters, whichbout the details that of course will not be met. At the same
are related, but | would ask her to link up her comments tdime, the Government is continuing with the privatisation of
the Appropriation Bill, which is the Bill before the Chair.  the Queen Elizabeth Hospital—a massive exercise; it is a

Ms STEVENS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Obviously, the teaching hospital. Again, it is fast tracking it and driving
Liberal Party has been doing its polling. It knows that thedown the price. | believe it is throwing away one of our most
community knows that it has broken all its promises inimportant public assets and public services, which provides
relation to health. It knows that the budget that it hasa health service to the western suburbs, where we know that
introduced is a phoney and it has been put forward with théhe health needs of the people are paramount.
approval of a Premier who stands aside while, in a high- | turn now to mental health, because this is a real shame
handed way, an arrogant health Minister proceeds to decimater the Government. In fact, the Government should hang its
the health services to our community. The community willhead in shame. If we look at the budget estimates for mental
not be fooled: people know what is going on and this strategpealth from last year to this year we see a decrease in funds
will not work. Let us look at some facts. The increase of theof $5.3 million. We also note that throughout last year the
State-only contribution to the health budget is $17.2 million.Government underspent its mental health budget to the tune
If we take into account the inflation rate of 3 per cent, itof over $4 million—about $4.5 million. It did this knowing
means a small increase of $1.3 million over the 1995-96vhat was happening, for instance, in Glenside hospital with
budget allocation. Members should note that $7.5 million ofmentally ill people, and knowing what was happening—or,
this amount comes directly from poker machines. Remembdrshould say, knowing what was not happening—out in the
also that the Government has to pay nurses a salary increasemmunity. | think that is immoral, the fact that members
after their well deserved pay rise, which will cost it opposite can stand in this House and say that everything is
$35 million. Therefore, members will appreciate that theokay, when they know and are confronted daily with evidence
$1.3 million increase will not be seen at all. that without a doubt things are in crisis.

Let us return to the issue of Commonwealth funding, Members opposite stand in this place and say, ‘That’s
which is an integral part of the total State health budget. Thekay; we are going to drop the budget for mental health by
total State health budget is predicated on an increase &5.3 million.” So much for their commitment to those people
$19 million from the Commonwealth which excludes fundsout there in our community who are probably the least able
related to the transfer of the Daws Road hospital. As | havéo fight for their rights and get what they deserve in terms of
said before, to predicate a budget on increases in Commoaédequate health care. Even when we stand here and say, ‘Yes;
wealth spending in health is highly questionable: indeed, itve also got it wrong’, the Premier and the Minister for Health
is insulting. We all know that the Howard Government, onstill refuse to acknowledge that there is a problem and that
the advice and urging of our own Premier, will make severghey have a role to play in solving it, and solving it quickly.
cuts to its budget and that those cuts must fall in areas such In the disability sector, | note that the Premier made a
as health, directly affecting this State. special announcement in relation to support for families

Let us look at some of the tied grants listed in this budgetaring for intellectually disabled people. The Premier stood
which are coming from the Commonwealth Government andip in front of them all, beat his chest and said what a great
which bear a direct relevance to what will happen: forjob he was doing and how the Government was giving
example, the base hospital grant, in excess of $300 millior$s3 million to this task. Well, Premier, | am not sure that you
AIDS funding, $2 million; aged care assessmenthave been listening to another very worthy sector of our
$3.5 million; early detection of breast cancer, $2.5 millioncommunity but, in fact, $3 million is only about a quarter of
coming in tied grants; specialised drugs, $6.6 million;what is required to provide services to those most in need. |
palliative care, $1.2 million; Red Cross, $4.4 million—and have been to many meetings set up by Project 141 and | have
there are more. When the inevitable cuts come we know thditad dozens of letters, which | am sure went out to other
the Brown Government will simply chop the programs andmembers of this House.
say, ‘Itis not our fault” Where is this Government’s respon- No-one who read those letters could fail to agree that
sibility to these very important health programs in oursomething needs to be done to alleviate the suffering that
community? these families are undergoing. Is it fair that the mentally ill,

In the health area, the Brown Government will alsothe intellectually disabled and their carers have to bear the
continue to go in the directions that it has set down previouslypurden? Is that fair; is that just? | say it is not just. | think that
and, in particular, in the privatisation direction. | noticed any civilised society that fails to do something when it has the
again the Premier and others talking about privatisationability to do something about changing this situation should
saying that this is the way the Government will proceed in théve ashamed. | believe that in those two areas—mental health
near future. We know of course that this is what it has alwaysand support for carers of intellectually disabled people—we
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stand condemned if we do not act. This Government has theospital too soon, quicker and sicker, and this is one of the
ability do that. It has a windfall of $130 million from poker great legacies of casemix.

machines that it did not bargain on. Why has some of that not Members interjecting:

gone to those two areas in particular? Let me hear the answer The SPEAKER: Order!

to that. Ms STEVENS: Let us talk about the other things which,

I turn now to capital works. | was interested to see thetis asserted, have led to greater efficiency. Let us talk about
capital works program for health. | was very interested to sethe Mount Gambier Hospital where, unfortunately, the Health
that more than half the projects mentioned in this budget angommission got the casemix funding wrong. It is not the only
in this program were mentioned last year. | have gondospital where casemix funding, and the inability of the
through both the statements together, last year’'s and thidealth Commission itself to manage and implement its own
year’s, and, hey presto! We see them not even started lagtogram, has meant that, instead of having greater efficiency,
year but simply rehashed, recycled and reannounced as gr&¢g have had cuts beyond all reasonable extent—in fact, cuts
new initiatives. Remember, they are all under the saméhat have caused those hospitals to be brought right to their
heading: ‘New works’ last year and ‘New works’ this year. knees. The reference to casemix in that press release again
That is all part of this phoney attempt by the Government teshows how little this Premier knows or cares about what
hoodwink the South Australian community into thinking thathappens in health, one of the most fundamental areas for any
it is doing something in the health sector. community.

| turn to the Premier’'s famous press release in relation to | @m fast running out of time. | should like to be able to
the health budget. | must say that | was very interested to séPend time on other areas, including Family and Community
him on the television and to receive this media release. Pervices. | will address this in more detail in the Estimates
noted that it was put out by the Premier and that the HealtffOmmittee. Again there is an increase, but it is predicated on
Minister was standing next to him. After all the statements?n increase in Federal funding. Do members believe that John
which the Health Minister makes and which set theHoward thinks a lot of welfare services? No, we know that
community off into enormous protest, perhaps he has to be does not. We know that the poor and weak in our

kept out of the limelight a little when major statements arecOmmunity are not priorities for Liberal Governments. When
made. the Federal budget is presented, Family and Community

The Premier needs to start doing a little homework in theSerwces will also take a cut.
health area. In his media release he talks about ‘the great new Mr BUCKBY (Light):

. i ; e : | support the Bill and commend
things in the health sector'. In the first line he mentionSy, » Treasurer on his presentation and the depth of his budget.

incre_asing the number of admissions to South Australiar|1 happened to hear the Leader of the Opposition on Matt
hospitals, and he talks about that as a major measure of tl)\%raham’s program in which he had the chance to reply to

effectiveness of the health system in South Australia. For thfﬁe Premier who was interviewed last Friday. The Leader of
Premier’s information, one of the problems—and this is a bl%]e Opposition spoke very little in reply to the budget, apart

issue in South Australia—is that we have large numbers om saying that he disagreed with the cuts that had occurred

admissions. Thf'ﬂ isa co_mplicated issue. It re_quires a WhOII% education and health and, in fact, across the budget over
range of strategies, but simply to say that we will pour money, past two years of the Liberal Government. It makes one

into increased admissions shows how superficial is thi§vOnder how the Leader of the Opposition and the Labor Party

SPtr(;evl\"/rgzsshiL;)nderstandlng gEthiS areasothis Government%ould address $350 million worth of debt and.recurrent
o ) ) expenditure, and how they would address the $4 billion blow-

' had to smile a little because | remembered that, in lasgt of the State’s finances due to the State Bank. The Leader
year's Estimates Committee, the Health Minister mad_e quitgf the Opposition has often said that he supports SAIT’s log
abig deal about the fact that he was going to cut admissionss claims, which is worth $240 million, and which would
In fact, in December last year, we had meetings of alleinstate all of the support officers and all the cuts that this
metropolitan hospital chief executives to talk about ways thag gyernment has made.
they could safely ration health services. So, one year we will  gne really has to wonder just exactly where members
cut back on admissions and then, hey presto, the next yegjpnosite would make cuts to be able to rein in the budget
increasing admissions is the great measurement of &fkficit. As they have already said that they do not support the
effec'uve health system. | can tell the Premier that that is nof ;s that the Government has made to various areas, one can
right, and perhaps he should do more homework. The othgjyy assume that, had the Labor Party retained Government,
part of_ the Premier’s press release that was interesting to regdyould have put up taxes to ensure that some of the debt was
was his assertion as follows: wound back. If it did not put up taxes, we would have just

The introduction of casemix funding has not only introduced akept on adding $350 million to the State debt each and every
much fairer system of funding hospitals but it has led to much greatejear.
efficiency. What | say is not based on my assumptions—it comes
Well, the Premier is wrong on both counts. First of all, as tofrom the Leader of the Opposition, who said that he disagrees
a fair system, ask the people who have been discharged frowith the cuts that have been made over the time of the Liberal
hospital and have had to go home and have not had tH&overnment. So, you really do have to laugh when these sorts
support they required and then had to be readmitted. This f suggestions are made in criticism of the State budget,
possibly where the great increase in admissions he has bekacause the Labor Party is obviously bereft of any ideas or
trumpeting has come from—the people who have had to bleadership in this area to make South Australia a State that is
readmitted, because casemix funding has some issues lioth respected and one which can manage its finances.
relation to pushing people out of hospitals faster. There is The Labor Opposition continually carps about the school
much evidence, especially from the older sections of ouclosures but, if we go back a few years, a large number of
community, of many people who have been put out ofschools were closed under Labor, yet we hear this constant
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carping. This budget does highlight a number of factors, and Another project which is continuing is the Sturt Highway
probably the most important is that the State Government iand Daveyston bypass. The area between Daveyston and the
sticking to its budget. It is reducing the level of State debtGreenock turn-off for some time has been a dangerous
The 1996-97 budget will reduce that debt to $60 million insection of road: the project will provide a passing lane as well
the recurrent budget, and we are gradually winding back thas a bypass around Daveyston. | congratulate the staff of the
overall debt of the State by asset sales and greater efficien®epartment of Transport who have attended two public
within Government. meetings to hear the comments of the local residents and who

In 1997, as has been predicted, we are aiming for dave made arrangements that have satisfied the local
surplus, and that will put this State well on the road tocommunity. Tenders have been let and work should com-
recovery, especially in respect of the amount of interest thanence in September to provide a much better road. The
we are paying on that debt at the moment. That is taking upudget also provides for the supply of two new fire fighting
some of those programs which we would much rather seenits at Roseworthy and Hamley Bridge, each to the value of
remain in place but, because of the State Bank debt arfsl124 000, and | know that they will be well received.
because of the previous Government’s poor handling of Earlier, the member for Elizabeth referred to health and
financial matters, we are paying out more interest than wbaow she perceived the planning of this Government in the
should be. Once we get our budget back into credit, thatealth areas. | do note that she did not mention the improve-
situation can improve. ments to the Lyell McEwin Health Service; $28.5 million has

I should like to cover a number of initiatives that relate tobeen allocated in this budget for the Lyell McEwin Hospital.
the electorate of Light, probably the mostimportant of thosdt involves a five year development of the existing site. In
being the Hewitt Primary School. This was announced in last996-97 funding of $4.2 million will be directed to the
year's budget but, because of the downturn in the housingmbulatory care, research and teaching sections of the Lyell
industry in the Hewitt area, the school has been held over favicEwin Health Service and will result in a large improve-
six months prior to its commencement. However, the school'snent in the facilities that are presently provided. As | said,
activities will start in September this year, although theit is interesting to note that the member for Elizabeth
school will not open until the first term of 1997, albeit in overlooks that, even though the hospital is within her own
temporary buildings, whilst the major building of the Hewitt electorate.
school will be completed by March 1998. The residents ofthe The Northern Community Health Centre is receiving
Hewitt and Willaston areas in Gawler will have a new school$4.9 million to provide new facilities at the Elizabeth City
come February 1997, one that can be accessed by the ma@gntre, $2.9 million of which will be spent this year. This
students and the growing population in that area. will replace the substandard accommodation at the Lyell

Another important commitment in the same area has beedlcEwin Hospital: | expect that is also an oversight by the
that of a preschool in the Hewitt area, alongside the primarprevious speaker.
school. This budget allocates $460 000 towards that, and it An important project, both to South Australia and to the
will be completed by March 1997, again providing preschoolarea itself, is the Virginia pipeline. The budget allocates
places to an area which is growing very rapidly with young$10.1—$9.9 million of which will be spentin 1996-97—for
people who have children. the construction of the pipeline from Bolivar sewerage works

| also note that the office of the Department of Family andto the Virginia area and further north to Two Wells. Already
Community Services in Murray Street, alongside Juliargrowers and market gardeners are talking of producing a
Terrace, has required some capital expenditure. | note thabmpletely different range of vegetables in that area to suit
there is provision for upgrading the office to the value ofthe Asian market and that will result only because of the
$400 000. |1 am pleased that the staff at FACS will obtainwater supplied by that pipeline. Itis an excellent program and
better facilities than those they presently have. I commend the Minister for Infrastructure for the implemen-

Turning to the area of transport, the Barossa Valley Wayation of this program. It has been discussed for some time,
between Gawler and Lyndoch and Tanunda for some time hdmit only under his direction has it been brought to fruition.
been of importance in terms of the number of tourists who A few salient points come out of this budget and indicate
travel to the Barossa Valley. However, the road has areabat South Australia is gaining stature and is recovering from
which are narrow and intersections where a line of sight is nathe debts and the perilous situation left by the Labor Govern-
always available in both directions, and it does need improvenent. Some figures are interesting and were also cited by the
ment. | am pleased that the Minister has allocatednember for Peake: South Australia is now one of the lowest
$4.5 million for this project, $321 000 of which is to be taxing States in Australia, and that is a turn-around from the
allocated in this financial year. The project will commencel980s when we were one of the highest taxing States; we are
with a study of the length of the road, the options that ar&3 per cent below Victoria and 26 per cent below New South
available and the engineering work that needs to be undertakvales; we have the second lowest payroll tax of all States
en. and there is a 50 per cent rebate on payroll tax for those

A study will also be conducted in relation to transportcompanies that show they can undertake new exports. That
movements around Gawler and the need for an eastersa vastturn-around from the situation that existed when the
bypass. In my maiden speech in the House | referred to thieabor Government was in power. At one stage we had not the
amount of traffic that moves along Murray Street, Gawler; itsecond lowest but the second highest payroll tax of any State
is the only way that the traffic can travel to the Barossan Australia. Employers will not be encouraged to hire new
Valley. A bypass, which is linked to either Main North Road employees when they face those hurdles.
or the Sturt Highway, is desperately needed to alleviate the We have strong growth in GSP that cannot be overlooked.
traffic flow along Murray Street, much of which is heavy As | have said, our State debt is slowly decreasing. | do not
transport. | am pleased that the study will commence this yeahink that people understand the magnitude of the job that has
and that we can plan for easier traffic movement around th be undertaken in this area. Itis all very well to sit back and
Gawler area in the future. say, ‘Yes, it was $4 billion; let’s just forget about it and get
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on with life, but the number of businesses that left this Statdo an underlying surplus of $374 million, as well as making
in the late 1980s and transferred to interstate locations was1 important contribution to the Labor Government's
quite amazing. At that time | was employed by the Southunfunded liabilities for superannuation, which it had allowed
Australian Centre for Economic Studies and we kept an ey grow to $4.4 billion. It is easy to bandy around large
on the number of businesses that were leaving this State.figures, thus | believe that quite often the general public
was interesting to note that they invested within Victoria andooses all context of the enormity of this achievement. After
New South Wales because those States were far more stal2l& years in this place, | am still astounded that any Govern-
and had far lower tax regimes than we had in South Australianent as totally void of business principles as the Labor Party
| believe that the job of clawing those businesses back intoould have been re-elected by the people of South Australia.
South Australia or attracting businesses to this State, whenhope the enormity of our turnaround is not lost on the
we are coming off such a low base left to us by the Labopeople of South Australia.
Party, is not easy. | commend all Ministers for their efforts  Part of the policy vision to overcome debt has been asset
and | believe that the correct direction has now been takersales such as the State Bank, State Fleet and SGIC. Another
We are now looking towards exports. In a recent survey ipart of the policy vision to overcome debt has been a series
was found that 41 per cent of South Australian companies aref successful deals for South Australia in the area of contract-
now exporting overseas, and that percentage is far higher thamg out, such as SA Water and transport. This has resulted in
any other percentage or proportion of companies in othegxcellent revenue deals for all South Australians.
States at the moment. In economic terms it means that we afeéansAdelaide’s success in the outer south has already led to
not reliant on Australian demand for our market and that we 23 per cent cost saving, allowing it to improve local
look elsewhere. The fluctuations which occur within theservices.
Australian market and which are beyond the control of The third arm of the policy vision for debt reduction was
companies within South Australia do not affect the companiegestructuring and reduction of the size of the Public Service
to a great extent because a large proportion of their produevork force. This, at times, has been difficult but, on balance,
tion is being sent overseas. few public servants two years ago would not have agreed that
I note in the budget the expansion of Olympic Dam, whichthere was fat to trim. All this has occurred without our
is a particularly important project for South Australia. Any increasing taxes. Itis noteworthy that all the above—that is,
company which is to spend $1 billion on expanding itsasset sales, contracting out and public sector reform—are
production is a force to be reckoned with and should b@pposed by the Labor Party and the Democrats. While they
commended for its investment in this State. That shows thare publicly opposed by the Labor Party, we all know that
confidence that it has in the present Government of this Statdeals were being done in Cabinet by that Party to do these
That expansion will yield significant export income for this exact things and that it intended to take the deals further and
State and will create further jobs for the people already in theell off the areas of water and electricity.
area and for those who will move into it. The Labor Party and the Democrats also take the stand
This Government is restoring the financial position of thisthat we should not have implemented any of that vision but
State, as we said we would do at the start of this term oshould have framed the budget with great big holes in it,
Government. We are maintaining our position. We arewaiting for the Federal Government to take away money from
keeping the promises that we made to the South Australiafouth Australia. The difference between this Government and
public that we would wind back the debt that we hadthe Opposition is, clearly, that we have framed a budget for
inherited and that by the 1997-98 budget the recurrent budgthe benefit of South Australia based on two years of hard
would be in surplus, and we will achieve that aim. Thisdecisions. We have got our house in order and now the
Government is restoring confidence in the economy. We haveederal Government has to do the same and not look to the
reformed the public sector and will continue to do so. Wesuccessful States to impose its lack of will. This Parliament
have reformed Government services and, through contractirgiould be united in its message to Canberra that this budget
out, we are ensuring that the resources that this Governmeist framed without the holes that the Opposition wanted in
has are being spent in the most efficient way. | commend thiglace.
Bill to the House. Mr Clarke interjecting:
Mrs ROSENBERG: What does the member for Ross
Mrs ROSENBERG (Kaurna): | support the Bill. l'would ~ Smith think would have happened if we had framed the
like to address some of the broad effects of the budgdtudget with the holes in it that you and your leader, Mr Rann,
statewide. This budget confirms yet again the well-proversuggested? The Federal Government would have walked
fact that Labor Governments cannot manage the finances efraight into those holes and taken away that funding without
the State and that Liberal Governments need to be electethy consideration. Why should we lie down and allow that
after each spate of Labor excesses to rectify the Statete happen? My question remains: without the vision, where
economy. We were elected to rectify Labor’s financialwould Labor and the Democrats have got the funds to balance
mismanagement, mistakes and debt increasing policies. the budget? Would they have increased taxes? Would they
previous budget speeches | have referred to the Labdrave reduced services or increased borrowings? Or would
Government as a Government which governed on bankcarthey have done all three? Where would the solutions to debt
However, this Government has shown, by a strategic visiohave come from? South Australia did not elect this Govern-
of debt management, raising taxes and borrowing excessivelgent to go down the same path and to make the same
is not the only means to the end of securing the future fomistakes as the former Government. Every South Australian
South Australia. should continue to reject the bleatings of the Opposition; it
Our first budget in May 1994 set down the vision, and thiscannot manage the finances of the State and it deserves to be
budget has adhered to that vision. Two years ago Soutignored.
Australia’s underlying deficit was $350 million and, intwo  Secondly, | would like to address some of the budget
budgets, Treasury and our policies have turned this arourittms that have a specific impact on my electorate. In the past
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I have been outspoken about the Government’s policy of The Noarlunga Health Service has looked very carefully
cutting SSO hours in schools: indeed, | have crossed the float a way of providing adequate services most equitably to all
to support a motion of the ALP on this issue. | now feel thatresidents in the catchment of the southern area. The solution
that stand has been justified, with this budget allocating athat has been devised is the development of three centres at
extra $3 million to be used in schools for children with Woodcroft, Noarlunga and Seaford.

learning difficulties—money which can be used for SSO  Transadelaide recently won the tender for the supply of
work with children. _ the Outer South contract, based at Lonsdale. In the short time
The other area that | have been outspoken about is IT ithat it has been operating this contract, it has generated 23 per
schools. I have constantly asked for inequity to be addresse@nt savings, which my electorate is now seeing as improved
in the schools in my area which do not have the capacity tgervices, starting with an improvement for people wanting to
raise enough funds to supply computers and cabling for theficcess both the Seaford Shopping Centre and the Noarlunga
students. With Seaford 6-12 school being a _technologycemre_ The improvements mean that people in Old
centred school, | have argued for extra expenditure for ougoarlunga and Moana, and indeed Seaford, can access the
local primary schools so that it can be spent on teachegeaford Shopping Centre without travelling first to Noarlunga
training to ensure adequate skills so that all children cagng then catching a bus back to a shopping centre which
properly access the technology. might be only 300 metres from their home. This improved

| am pleased that this budget has announcederyice also means that constituents in those areas have
DECStech 2001 and has committed $15 million for the flrsbccess to Noar|unga Centre every 20 minutes.

year of a five year strategy to put one computer for every five

students in all schools in South Australia and to provide extr% o
training programs for teachers in all schools. Somg/vi
$12.5 million will be available for back-to-school grants, and
this will be very beneficial for my electorate, which has a

Some 12 months ago, a small community committee
nsisting of the taxi industry, the Aldinga Bus Service, the
llunga Community Bus operators and Willunga Mayor
Aldridge made a submission to the Passenger Transport

~Board for a subsidised door-to-door taxi service linking to the
range of new schools but also some very old schools whic

. ransit Regency bus at Aldinga during its transport times,
have been allowed to run down con5|_derably over the Y€a'3nd then to Maslin Beach during the nights and weekends. A
After many years of neglect they will benefit from these ;

grants recent report to the PTB by the Southern Region of Councils

clearly supports this original submission, which was made

budget s he conneotion beween education i the sohol afip™ MY offce. proposing the sarme ideas included in that
9 "t port. Itis time for the PTB to seriously consider including

the work force. This is a very important initiative and is . . . . .
supported by the recommendations of the Youth Unemployt-he Aldinga Beach area in the metropolitan ticketing zone.

ment Task Force. The clear message that was given to tPeople in my electorate of Kaurna should_ have the same
task force from bLjsinesses in South Australia was that you fandards and costs for transport as people in Gawler receive
: X - balance the equity between north and south.
are not job ready, that they lack appropriate work skills an o )
that businesses are reluctant to employ school leavers becauselt is timely that the Aldinga waste water treatment plant
of these shortcomings. One of the recommendations of thi§ t0 be built and it is also necessary that serious aIIocathn be
Youth Unemployment Task Force was to build a greatef’”ade SO that a greater number of_households_ can be linked
connection between the school and the work force. into this sewerage system. This budget introduces a
This initiative will support the further integration of school $3 million Charitable and Social Welfare Fund to direct
students and the businesses that they may move into. Whefoney towards community groups, welfare agencies and
this is currently in place in the southern area, such as in thgharities helping families in need. | am particularly pleased
Lonsdale area and at the Willunga High School, it is working/ith the $300 000 to be allocated towards children who are
extremely well. Stage B of the Seaford 6-12 school has bee¥{ctims of sexual abuse. This money will establish for 12
budgeted for and construction will commence. This will bemonths an interagency abuse assessment panel, which will
an important facility in my electorate and is a reflection of theMake assessments about allegations of sexual abuse and
growing community need for completion of the next S»[age_deude which should be referred for criminal investigation or
Child-care facilities are being constructed at Seaford Risér Welfare support. The panel will operate at the Noarlunga
and are to be associated with the new community recreationef?CS Department. This recognises the need in the Noarlunga
centre, which is a joint facility being built by the council and &€&, and | am pleased that the response has been to allocate
the Education Department at Seaford. Preschool facilitieis money in the southern region.
have been budgeted for as a carry-over of the $500 000 that Road upgrades will be commenced for the Commercial
was planned for a preschool in Aldinga. Ongoing discussiofRoad, Gawler Street and Grey Street area of my electorate
will occur on the appropriate location for this preschool.and community consultation is about to begin. Other road
There is considerable pressure from the community that thispgrades along Main South Road from Noarlunga to Cape
new preschool should be located at Sellicks Beach rather thalervis will support this important tourism area, further
at Aldinga. | believe that the community will have a lot to say promoted through the recent decision to concentrate on
about that in the near future. tourism signage as a first priority. Port Noarlunga Neighbour-
The Seaford Health Ecumenical Centre is a joint venturénood Watch has recently been launched and on 12 June we
which is under construction at this time and which is due tawill launch Neighbourhood Watch for Christies Beach. |
be open for constituent’s use in about August this year. Thplace on record my thanks to the Noarlunga Police Rangers
services at Seaford will be readily available to all people inand two community members, Mrs Coe and Mrs Sargeant,
my electorate, particularly those in the Aldinga, Maslin,who helped to letterbox the invitations to Christies Beach
Moana and Seaford areas, where people have a much maesidents for the launch. We will also see the building this
direct association with the Seaford area and will be able tyear of the Port Noarlunga CFS station, which is being
access these facilities much better. relocated to Seaford.
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We are constantly being told by the Opposition that ourcriticise the Government, of which I am a proud member, for
concentration on economic issues is too great and that we anéhat we have done.
not a Government that is committed to social welfare in our Mr Clarke interjecting:
community. To counter that misinformed attitude |1 should Mr VENNING: The member for Ross Smith and his
like to include a few highlights that | consider to be the mostcolleagues would try to do exactly the same thing, but the
important from the FACS budget. They are: $66.5 million inpolitical restraints prevent them from doing that. Members
concessions that will go to 270 000 people, including Seniorsf the Opposition sit just in front of me, as | am standing on
Card holders, social security recipients and pensionersheir side of the House, because there are so many of us and
$900 000 to the Office of Families and Children for the so few of them. So, for the benefit of the people who may be
development of research and family based policy andeading this, | stand here at arm’s length of the Opposition,
programs; and $11.9 million for custody, care and theor what is left of them. They have been decimated, yet they
rehabilitation of young offenders, including the administra-have the hide to come in here and call this budget a phoney.
tion of community service orders. | get pretty cross about it, but they have not given us any
We also hear constant complaints about the health budgetleas of what they would have done about it.
as we have heard this evening, and this year the State health What gets me about the institution of Parliament itself, and
budget has been set at $1.6 billion, which includes a capitdlhave been here six years and am still not convinced, is that
works program of $124 million. During the 1996-97 budget,we carry on in this way. Surely the member for Ross Smith
$6 million will be provided from the Community Develop- as Deputy Leader knows what is the responsible thing to do,
ment Fund to continue increased throughput from the surgicdiut we play political games and carry on like actors in this
waiting list. This will mean that $18 million will have been place and we fly in the face of reality.
spent over three years to bring about improvements to the | come from a farming community and a business
throughput and the waiting times. The other important issueommunity background where business was business and
about the health budget for the southern area is thwhere, if you took a risk and you lost, you bore the lot. You
$50 million private hospital being built at Flinders Medical had to be accountable. If you were not accountable, you went
Centre with private finance. Anyone who took the opportuni-down the gurgler. The rules are no different in this place. The
ty to go to the Flinders Medical Centre open day held recentlpudget for this Government is definitely finite. Certainly, a
would have seen that the upgrading of the emergency centfeovernment that spends or invests the people’s money in the
for the separation of children is a really great thing for thewisest way is to be encouraged, but in this place the rules do
southern area, and | am proud to have been associated witlot seem to work that way. The Opposition at all times
supporting it. In conclusion, | support the Bill. criticises. We have a media that is prepared to pick up
anything that is controversial: for example, when the
Mr VENNING (Custance): | rise to speak in support of Government makes a hard decision, particularly in relation
the budget. Having been in this place for six years and served outsourcing contracts. It is an absolute disgrace—
my apprenticeship, | am amazed that the Opposition calls the Mr Clarke: Have you seen the contract?
budget a phoney document. What absolute and total hypocri- Mr VENNING: | have seen the contract. | have undertak-
sy! The record is there for all to see and one does not have #n many contracts in my private life. Those contracts are
have a long memory to recall that a short time ago that mob—private and between myself and the people with whom | enter
and | apologise for using that word—were in Governmentthem. The very essence of a contract is that the details are
and look what they did to this State! Now that we have ausually secret, but in this place now all has to be revealed. |
Government in charge of an economy that is the mosam totally confident—and this is on the record—that, in time,
improved in Australia, they have the hypocrisy to say that thehe contract Minister Olsen has drawn up in relation to the
budget is a phoney and a dud. | have been listening toutsourcing of SA Water will prove us to be correct. First, it
members of the Opposition, and | want to hear them tell ugs a very good contract because one side trusts the Minister
what they would do, if they think our budget is a phoney. to get it right; and, secondly, | know that the ground on which
We have been in Government only a little over two yearsit is based is solid ground. We are leading the way—we do
and look where we have come in that time. | wish | could turnnot follow in this State, we lead the way—and | have
my farm budget around like that in two years, rain permitting.confidence in this Minister to get it right.
We have done a miraculous job, and we have been sailing Members interjecting:
into a pretty stiff wind at times, with no help from members  The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Scalzi): There are too
of the Opposition. As soon as we make a tough decision, thapany interjections from members on my left.
are the first ones to wimp out, making it twice as hard forus. MrVENNING: When | reflect back to when I first came
All the way they grizzle and knock, and here today, when thénto this House and recall the line of Ministers then represent-
Government can justifiably take credit for handing out aing the Labor Government, | shake my head because there
budget that rewards the people of South Australia for thevas not a person among them in the House who knew how
tough times they have been through, members opposite stith count or who had an accounting or a business brain. Time
say that it is not a success, that it is a phoney budget. and time again decisions were made. Remember Mr Klunder:
How dare the Opposition accuse this Government of bein60 million down on Scrimber. There was hardly a whimper.
phoney. | ask: who is phoney? It is the Opposition and th&Ve scratch and scrounge to try to make up for lost ground
Democrats, because they have said, as is well documentdalt, as we do that, the Opposition tries to make every inch of
that they are opposed to the sale of Government assets, thiae way hard for us, purely because with this institution of
are opposed to the sale of Government institutions and theéyarliament that is expected.
are opposed to the outsourcing of Government services. They Members of the Opposition know in their own mind that
are opposed to all these things. How were they going to solvithe Government has done the honest thing. It has been an
the economic problems of this State? We saw what they dilonest toiler. The runs are on the board, or they will be. Quite
and we know how they left it. Yet, they have the audacity tohonestly, it makes me sick that we have to go through this
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nonsense. We have to make these hard decisions. We kn@wmon as the Myponga filtration plant is finished we will do the
they are not popular. All we ask of the Opposition is that itBarossa.’ It is reported itHansard and members of the
be constructive and helpful and that, if it wishes, it shouldOpposition should read it. The previous Labor Government
knock us when we get things wrong or when we do not go fafinished Myponga three years ago and nothing at all was done
enough. about the Barossa Valley’s water supply. It did not intend to
Members interjecting: do a thing about it. What absolute and total hypocrisy! We
Mr VENNING: ltis all under control; no worries. | know see it now and we have seen it before. | am pleased that
these two members outside this place. Most of the time thellinister Olsen has eventually laid down the plans to have
are reasonable, but when we come into this place membefitered water not only in the Barossa but in the Mid North—
think they have to carry on like a pork chop. | gave the Labor Mr Clarke interjecting:
Government its due where | could. For example, every time Mr VENNING: The record speaks for itself; you do not
| drive on the highway from Adelaide to Port Wakefield | have to carry on like that. However, | will not be distracted.
think, ‘A Labor Government put that there. | give the | am very pleased with what the Minister has done. Members
Opposition, when in Government, the credit for that, but therenay not be aware, but when one entertains visitors and they
is little else that | can see that the previous Government lefgo into the small room of the house, one often hears the toilet
us, apart from a legacy of debt or evidence of wasted moneglush before they use it because they probably think the toilet
| give credit where credit is due, but there were not enouglhas not been flushed from the previous time it was used. But,
runs on the board by the previous Government. It took bigno, that is the colour of the water: that is how embarrassing
risks, as this Government has taken risks, but it had nd is. The member for Ross Smith takes clean water for
insurance backing it up. It did things in a completely granted, as would most members of this House. All members
unprofessional manner. have seen that brown coloured water because | have given out
I am very pleased with this budget, particularly in relationbottles of it. People in the Barossa have to live with that. For
to what it does for me and my electorate of Custance—example, when people who do not have rainwater have a
hopefully soon to be the new seat of Schubert. white shirt to wash, they had better go to the laundromat and
Mr Clarke interjecting: hope that it has filters connected, otherwise they cannot wash
Mr VENNING: | thank the honourable member very that shirt.
much for his offer of assistance, | am sure | will take himup  Members interjecting:
on that. In my electorate, work on the Barossa Valley Way The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
has been allocated $4.5 million, that work to be undertaken Mr VENNING: Even when you clean your teeth and the
over several years and due for completion in June 1998vater with which you rinse your mouth goes down the sink,
Roads in the Barossa are particularly bad, and | thank thgou think, ‘My gosh, | have a dirty mouth’, but then you
Minister for his efforts in this regard, because this projectrealise it is the water. Coming to Adelaide frequently, | get
involves a very critical area in the Barossa Valley. Evenused to clean water, but when | return to my district | am
today | have received letters about trucks, particularly Bnever allowed to forget how bad the situation is. Not only is
doubles, which cannot get into the wineries. This being ahis water found in the Barossa but it is right through the Mid
premium industry for South Australia, it is not on that B- North. People are ruining their hot water services. The valves
doubles should have to go on a roundabout route and theget stuck, and thousands of litres of water is lost down the
break up and be taken in halves to four or five of the keydrain.
wineries. We need to upgrade the whole road structure inthe There is no compensation for the people who experience
Barossa Valley, not only for access by commercial vehicles—this unsatisfactory situation. So few of them complain, and
Mr Clarke: Why haven't you done it? they need a medal for the hassles they have had for so long.
Mr VENNING: | want the member for Ross Smith to tell Their forebearance in this regard is a credit to them. Many of
me what was spent in the Barossa Valley over the past 1the people in my electorate, particularly of German origin, do
years. Absolutely nothing that | can recall. For obvioushot complain. | am amazed that some of them who have small
reasons, | have been tallying up what has been spent in tli@rms in marginal areas can make a living. However, they do
past two years in the Barossa and it amounts to nearlgo and are cheerful about it. They do not complain: all they
$30 million. When | go back over the previous 10 years, itisask for is a reasonable go. They expect to have clean water
not even $3 million. Nothing is obvious; nothing stands out.in the taps and access to other Government services. | am
The previous Labor Government did not spend a bean on arvery proud to represent some of these people, and | would be
roads, any bridge or a new entertainment centre. The previouglite happy to introduce them to members.
Government saw the Barossa Valley as a strong Liberal area Mr Clarke interjecting:
and, very negatively, chose not to spend a cent. Members Mr VENNING: Certainly; and those two more than ever
have to give this Government—and the local member—a&efore. | represent them all. The member for Ross Smith
little credit, because it has spent a great deal of money in thenows that | represent even his colleagues. | treat all the
Barossa Valley. We know that this will be a critical region in people in my electorate in the same way, and | do that with
getting the South Australian economy back on the rails. Everome passion. | am very pleased with them. | am very pleased
the Minister for Infrastructure, who is listening with interest, with what the Government has given to the Barossa Valley,

knows how important the Barossa is. particularly in relation to roads and water. The Barossa Music
Members interjecting: Festival will again receive $150 000. | am very pleased about
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! that.

Mr VENNING: After all these years of filthy water, We can see the problem we are having with the Adelaide
people in the Barossa will at long last see some clean watdrestival; it is a bit of a concern. Without being too critical, all
Five members of Parliament before me have come into thiscan say is that to pay for festivals you have to get people on
place and tried to do something about the Barossa Valley'seats. The Barossa Festival is usually booked out. | love to
water. The previous Government said, ‘We will fix it. As go the Barossa Festival. | go at every opportunity | can, not
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only out of loyalty but also because | enjoy it, because theleased to be a member of the Government. In 2%2 years we
program is enjoyable. | have to say that | cannot switch ontthave had a tremendous turnaround. | congratulate the
some of the things at the Adelaide Festival; they are not mgovernment, particularly the Treasurer, and | have much
thing and | go to only a few of them. Many years ago | wentpleasure in supporting the budget.
to many events at the Adelaide Festival, such as the Dave
Brubeck Quartet, and would have attended at least six to 10 Mr WADE (Elder): | rise to support the Appropriation
events, but at later festivals | would be lucky to make two oiBill. My colleague the member for Light has drawn our
three. | have a message for the organisers: you put on gttention to the fault line that has cracked wide open in the
program that appeals to the people who go to these shows a@pposition’s approach to this Budget. The Opposition Leader
you will have success. If you have any doubt, just check thés on record as saying that he would not sell Government
Barossa Festival; it is a great success. | thank the Governmesgsets that are surplus to requirements; that he would not
for that support. contract out services to the private sector, which would run
Barossa wine tourism has also attracted $154 000 ahem more efficiently; and that he would not make any cuts
Government money, and | am very pleased about that. A totab the Public Service. He has said that he would not do these
of $1.219 million was allocated to tourism within the things if Labor were in Government.
electorate of Custance. That figure of $1.2 million does not  ow would the Opposition Leader propose to raise the

include the $1.5.million which was put aside for the NeWmoney to bring this State back to an even keel? How would
Barossa convention centre. As | speak today, _the walls 90 YRk raise the money to pay the mortgage on our State; to pay
on the new Barossa entertainment complex. | inspected it lagle interest rates on this huge debt that has been left to us; and
Friday as an opportunity to meet the people and discuss {, hay off as many chunks of the principle of that debt as
with the media. The member for Ross Smith is very slow. lyossible? He would have to find about $600 million from
give it to him on a plate and he still does not pick it up. somewhere if he wanted to keep things as they are, maintain
Today, the walls of the entertainment centre are being raisgfle inefficiencies in the current system and not change
and the people in the valley will wake tomorrow to a hugeanything. That figure of $600 million is a lot of money to
building which was not visible today. _ find. He would probably have to raise taxes. The people of

| am very pleased with the Government, particularlygoyth Australia, having come out of one of the worst
Minister Ingerson, who had a great part to play, because thecessions experienced since the Great Depression, would not
people up there will get an absolute bargain. For $1.5 millioryg g4 happy about their taxes being raised.

of Government money and about $4 million of local money Perhaps this pseudo Labor Government would have to

they will get a complex worth about $7 million or $8 million. ; . : )
It is something that the previous Government ought to havJsOOk atanother aspect: that kind of money could be gained if
F\yroll tax were increased by a few per cent. It would have

provided at the same time as it established a complex at P N increase payroll tax from 6 per cent to 12 per cent. That

Pirie, Whyalla and the Riverland. Why did it not provide one Id d South A lia | b | iralli
in the Barossa? Of all the places in this State where music {¥0U/d Send South Australia into a bottomless spiralling
pression from which it would never recover. All | can say

gzy:rmzumégpe52{%??,?63;?””0033%30?% rggﬁg;,%a\i,g’ itw iS that the Opposition is safest where it is, and the people of
ycy P ' : Y HHF State are safest where it is, and that is in Opposition. A
constituent approached me the day after the budget was
Hnounced and said, ‘Our future must be looking really good.
id you see that cake on the front page of the newspaper? It
ad plenty of candles and looked very bright! The

of money, with $8 million being allocated for the new
Blanchetown bridge. | am very pleased, because that has be
concerning me. Some $4 million is allocated for the Stur

Highway Truro bypass deviation and overtaking lanes, an reasurer’s birthday budget was indeed one of celebration,

$4 million for the ongoing Morgan to Burraroad. No speech_ -© ; - . .

of mine is complete without a discussion of the Morgan tonOtJusct) a celebratloréoofl h'.s SOIz/ears olellfe—and I tti)nnk tlhe
Burra road. | report to the Parliament very good progress witff @St 40 Were earmed during the past 22 years—but also a
this road. As members would know, the Government has pd;[elebratlon of this wonderful State in which we live.

aside $17.5 million for this road. It is well on track. | know ~ \We are on the road to recovery. We have already passed
that the member for Mawson says, ‘Good heavens!’, and m§ome of the signposts that we were not scheduled to reach for

constituents also are astonished that | have been able to gat§&Mme time yet. We are speeding along the road to new
this money for them. economic and social health. However, like a professional

Mr Clarke: It's all due to you? Grand Prix driver—yes, that is the same Grand Prix that the
Mr VENNING: It's all due to me; yes, that's right. | do Labor Government gave away to Victoria—we know what

not care what you call me or what you say: the record speak¥e are doing. We have control of the vehicle, we know the
for itself. | am very pleased, first, that | was able to get the eafoad, its corners, its dangerous turns, and when to go flat out
of the Ministers and, secondly, that the Minister has com@n the straight. Unlike Labor, we have no intention of selling
along there. The people of the north will be very grateful tothis State short or giving away its opportunities for the benefit
the Government. Not only has it taken responsible and har@ff others. We are on the home stretch and we are way out in
decisions, itis also now rewarding people with resources ifront.
the correct areas. So, now we will have things which really South Australia suffered greatly from the loss of output
matter, which last and which are tangible—capital works thafrom key manufacturing industries, the Federal Labor
all the community of South Australia can appreciate, and noGovernment’s policy of structural adjustment, and the 1990-
just lost in Government bureaucracy. 1992 recession. Industry decline was the fundamental
| am very pleased that this Government has been able faroblem facing our State after years of neglect by incompe-
fix the problems in education with the investment oftent administrators. My electorate of Elder comprises over
$60 million and in health with $90 million. This is all due to 2 000 small and medium sized businesses. Many local people
a responsible Government making hard decisions. | amwn and/or work in these businesses.
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[Sitting suspended from 6 to 7.30 p.m.] the major producers with suppliers of components such as
tools, glass, plastics, textiles, and so on.

Mr WADE: Before the dinner adjournment, | had  Mr Brindal: Horizontal and now vertical.
mentioned that in my electorate of Elder there were over Mr WADE: Now vertical. This Government undertook
2 000 small and medium sized business, which employ loca{ conscious, rational industry policy of applying stimulus to
people who either own or work in those businesses. Mangarticular industry sectors that will in turn stimulate the
others would like to work closer to home in small businessessupply of local inputs. This emphasis on fostering cooper-
Industrial decline means the loss of jobs, and my electors atgion between local providers and growing industry sectors
highly dependent on a healthy, vibrant local small businesgill promote a virtuous cycle of productivity improvement
sector. This Government developed a strategy to arrest arghd economic growth within the State. The targeted industry
reverse this decline, a strategy to introduce policies andectors include aquaculture; automotive manufacturing,
measures not directed to individual enterprises. As membetghere, of course, the Government facilitated the establish-
know, the approach to direct policies and measures towardent of the Australian Centre for Automotive Management,
individual enterprises is doomed to be ineffectual, particularlyy centre that develops and teaches management techniques
in a regional economy like ours that is increasingly exposegbr international competitiveness; business services; food and
to international competition. beverages; and information technology, where the Govern-

This Government directed its strategies towards specifinent has actively assisted the establishment in our State of
industry sectors as the primary objects for ensuring sustaicompanies such as Motorola, Tandem Services, Electronic
able competitive advantage. It is essential to tighten the twgervices Business, Link Telecommunications, and so on—
types of networks that exist in the marketplace. The horizoneompanies that have created over 4 000 new direct jobs, with
tal network is where smaller firms are linked by a providerthe potential for many thousands more becoming available
of collective services such as joint marketing arrangementsn satellite feeder companies.
shared technology facilities, access to advanced technology, The Government also has applied stimulus to mining and
information, joint investments and so on. This Governmenkninerals-based technology, water management and wine
has opened a horizontal network door by assisting small angianagement, to name but a few. The Government has taken
medium size businesses to develop new export marketie proactive step of melding our manufacturing, primary and
through NECS, the New Exporters Challenge Schemeservice industries to take the greatest advantage of the
Already, this financial year, 143 businesses have submittegbrizontal and vertical networks essential to our survival. Our
claims of almost $1 million worth of expenditure in develop- economy will rebound over the next few years as a result of
ing export markets. this Government’s actions. Economic growth is lifting. More

A total of 90 companies were assisted by the Governmenjbbs are being created. The South Australian business
during 1994-95 to the value of over $400 000 to develogcommunity is becoming more internationally competitive.
business plans focused on export development, value adding It is becoming alive with activity—life that has not been
to agriculture and import replacement. Import replacemengeen since 1989. The State budget will be in surplus in 1997-
means that we make it ourselves rather than have it made I98. Public debt is falling. Investment opportunities will
cheap labour overseas. It is a hard fact of life that theontinue to rise in our State, and this will bring enhanced
sourcing of cheap overseas imports is a formula for reducegconomic and employment growth. South Australian exports
competitiveness in the longer term. Leaner operations argre penetrating the Asian market in greater numbers, and this
seldom fitter. Resources for research and development ay@ll continue to grow, as does our confidence that we can
lost in this environment. Resources for training acquisitiorbetter whatever the Asians have to offer in quality, reliability
are lost in this environment. Design innovation is lost in thisand price. We are an environmentally clean producer of
environment and, of course, competitive advantage is lost iquality goods and services, and these will be in greater
this environment. Frequently, the result is a greater vulnerajemand by our northern neighbours as well as markets in the
bility to competition from the less developed nations. Themiddle East.
Government has not taken this road to certain economic ruin.  Through exporting, South Australia will grow far more

Our small business best practice program gives a dollar fatapidly than we can ever envisage. Our industry base will
dollar incentive for businesses to engage consultants to assgfiVersify further, creating an even greater degree of economic
in developing benchmarking and best practice programs, tetability for our State. The key objectives of the Liberal
keep our skills at their peak. The small business mentoGovernment on coming to power were to restore the financial
program gives a dollar for dollar incentive for businesses tgosition of the State; to restore confidence in the South
test new ideas and new directions. The Business Centre hagistralian economy; to reform the public sector; and to
become the focus of the Ausindustry Hub that includesrovide the highest possible Government services. We have
BizLink, BizHelp, BizAccess, the business licencenot yet achieved these objectives in their fullest; we have
information system, internet access, export registers, andigeen working on it for only 2% years. What has been
bilateral business association database. These are not emabhieved so far is a credit to the leadership team, headed by
talkfest programs. Over 10 000 South Australian businesseie Premier, which has been unswerving in its dedication to
accessed the Ausindustry Hub in its first six months ofmproving the quality of life of the people of South Australia.
operation. Many said it would not be easy and they were right. In

South Australian businesses were hungry for this horizoneonclusion, the candles on the birthday cake were indeed
tal networking of information and services. The Governmenburning brightly, but the future of South Australians can only
has supplied the demand. The second type of networfet brighter.
essential for economic recovery and growth, as all members
would know, is commonly known as the ‘vertical’ network. ~ Mrs KOTZ (Newland): In rising to support the Appropri-
This network is one where businesses are in a relationship ation Bill, | congratulate the Treasurer on his third successful
interdependency in a production chain of the kind that linkdudget. The budget highlights the Liberal Government's
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considerable achievements in reducing debt and maintainirgjready been implemented. Contracting out is saving
guality services to all South Australians. We have beertaxpayers more than $40 million a year, and this process will
committed to our four year debt reduction strategy withouttontinue over the next 18 months, further increasing the
the benefit of new taxes, with exceedingly difficult pressuresavings. Not only does this provide savings but also it
being applied through wage increases and interest ratgimulates the business activity within the private sector and
fluctuations, and we are succeeding. provides incentives for further job creation.

The budget clearly sets out the path for financial stability In South Australia the private sector is competitively
of this State’s finances. From an inherited massive State delgiroviding services that were previously undertaken by
which included a spending regime of $350 million more thanGovernment and the dividends will benefit all South
the State’s income, to a forecast of a $10 million surplus nexfustralians. This is highlighted by the reduction in the size
year, is an undeniable statement acknowledging responsibté the Government. In just 2V2 years the size of the State
financial management, which is in sharp contrast to th&overnment’s work force as a percentage of the total work
incompetence of the previous Labor Government. Indeed, therce has dropped from 15.4 per cent to 12.9 per cent.
dire predictions from the Opposition Leader that last year's Major Government activities contracted out to the private
budget had a $1 billion hole have, once again, proven thatector over the past 2%z years represent work with an annual
Labor’s leaders are literally financial fools. value of $230 million for the private sector. This has been a

Both the Leader of the Democrats and the Leader of thenost significant reversal in the role and growth of Govern-
Labor Party have seriously underestimated the intelligencent in the past 50 years. These initiatives combine to further
of the people of South Australia. Both these political Partyimprove South Australia’s competitive edge over other States,
leaders have issued quite amazing statements as to thestablishing an attractive investment and expansion climate
interpretation of the Liberal Government’s budget. Withoutto create new jobs for South Australians.
giving their inane claims credibility by repeating them, |  The Government's deficit and debt reduction strategies
suggest that the test of their veracity is to compare theimean that State taxation in South Australia is 23 per cent
visions of our budget with their solutions in their hypotheticalbelow Victoria and 26 per cent below New South Wales.
budgets. The bottom line is that massive tax increases ariRhyroll tax rates are the second lowest of all States, with the
debt increasing borrowings would be required to fulfil themost competitive payroll rebates for exporters. In addition,
claims of these financially incompetent leaders who stilthere are exemptions for small business from payroll tax
refuse to learn the lessons of the past. which provides the sector with $110 million in savings each

The Labor Opposition Leader has continued to attack thgear.
outsourcing policies of this Government and at every Education continues to be a priority of the Government,
opportunity has disgracefully attempted to confuse membermespite the South Australian Institute of Teachers’ attempt to
of the public by claiming that the Liberal Government wassabotage the Government’'s commitment to literacy develop-
privatising State owned facilities or utilities, such as Modburyment programs. The budget shows a $61 million increase in
Hospital and our water supply. The hypocrisy of these claimghe education budget for 1996-97. This extra financial
is of truly staggering proportions when we understand that theommitment to education will mean that South Australia
previous Labor Government had not only the intention butontinues to spend more per student on education than any
also had actually moved to privatise both Modbury Hospitabther State in Australia. The extra resources in education will
and our water supply. It was their intention to dispose totallybe spent on significant pay increases for the Government’s
of these State owned assets into the hands of the privagamployees. A new five-year information technology plan for
sector—not to outsource the management of these utilities ashools, further early year strategy initiatives and a range of
we have done, not to maintain ownership as we have donether initiatives in other areas are included.
but to get rid of them without the safeguards that we believe The Government will commit $15 million from the capital
are necessary. Their intention to sell has been ratified by th@orks budget for the first year of a five year strategy. This is
approvals registered on their own Cabinet documents.  DECStech 2001, which will help provide computers and

As for the Democrat Leader, the best that can be said faassociated high technology to all schools in South Australia.
his financial capabilities is that his hypothetical budget willMajor objectives of DECStech 2001 include the provision of
never be tested and, therefore, he can say what he likes, whene computer for every five students by the end of the five-
he likes and where he likes, and not once does he have to ear plan; classrooms to be linked to the Internet and to have
accountable for his fiscal fantasies. easy access to information data bases across the country and

Mr Brindal interjecting: the world; an education network that allows teachers in one

Mrs KOTZ: With a bit of luck he probably won't. The location to provide quality distance education to students in
State Liberal Government has achieved significant reformanother location, thus increasing subject choices for students
since coming to office and the dividend is now being returnedn city and country schools; speech pathologists and other
to South Australians. Significant savings from financialspecialists to provide assistance to country students who
management reducing the size of Government and contractirgirrently have limited access to such services; and training
out some of the major Government functions are providingand development programs to be offered to teachers in all
a lasting benefit to the community. Evidence of this is theschools, with particular benefits to teachers in remote country
$150 million increase in funding for health and education. areas.

A further dividend to all South Australians was announced The main features of DECStech 2001 will involve a
by the Premier recently: the reductions in electricity chargessubsidy scheme to purchase computers and funding to link
Domestic electricity charges will be frozen, rising only in line all schools in an education network. Students will be the big
with inflation of 4.4 per cent; tariffs for small to medium size winners under the new plan with access to a wider range of
businesses will fall with a rise of only 2 per cent, well below subject choices, information from international data bases and
inflation, while tariffs for other businesses will rise only specialist services such as speech pathology. This will be the
3 per cent. This is on top of the 22 per cent savings that haviérst serious commitment by a Government in South Australia
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to assist parents and schools in purchasing computers. Feector would receive $97.2 million, which is an increase of
decades Governments have left the responsibility of buyin§8.7 million over last year.
computers solely to parents: the only budget commitment by | now refer to employment and training. Thousands of new
the previous Labor Government was $360 000 per annumstudent education and training positions, significant
Next year, up to $4 million will be provided as subsidiesinformation technology initiatives and an increased capital
to assist parent fund raising in the purchase of new comworks budget underpin the 1996-97 budget for the Depart-
puters. The budget also includes further initiatives as part ahent of Employment, Training and Further Education.
the Government’s Early Years strategy, which gives priorityadditional training programs have been provided for 3 800
to extra assistance to students with learning difficulties in thgiew students in TAFE across the entire State. Among the
early years. Some of those initiatives include $3 million inagreas providing the jobs of the future, targeted with the
cash grants to schools to support the Early Assistance Actiaidditional student places, will be the growth of areas such as
Plan, and this money can be spent on extra SSO hours {9, electronics, tourism, hospitality, aquaculture and viticul-
provide classroom assistance to students with learningire. All the industry priority areas are reflected, including
difficulties. It can also be spent on the purchase of resourcesomputing, with 600 students; tourism and hospitality, 600;
or training and development for staff. There will also be extraprimary industry, 800; community services, health and
funding to increase the number of schools using the readingducation, 500; food processing, 600; general education and
recovery program, extra funding to hire additional speechraining, 500; utilities, 100; and other areas, 100.
pathologists and continued support for early intervention This financial year, 1 100 young South Australians will

projects such as First Start, Eclipse, and Parents and Teachggsyecruited into the public sector under the 1 500 Traineeship

in Children’s Services. . . Scheme. Since its implementation, 400 young South
The other features of this area of the budget include, fopstralians have been offered a range of traineeships as

the first time, over $100 million to be spent on capital Works,cjerical, laboratory and dental assistants. This scheme is

with $12.5 million in the Back to School Grants Scheme andqyiding the biggest single intake of young trainees in the
increased funding for minor works and maintenance. Looking, ,pjic sector.

il In another area, the capital works budget topped
70 million, which will be spent by the South Australian
ater Corporation on capital works to improve the State’s
ater supply, sewerage and irrigation systems. Over
2.5 million will be expended by SA Water on major
etropolitan water supply projects. A total of $1.24 million
ill be outlaid in 1996-97 on expanding the water supply

to country areas, the sessions at 19 small rural preschools
be increased from two to three per week and extra fundin
will be provided to establish a special interest high school fo
students with high intellectual potential, and this is somethin
that parents have desired of teachers and Governments
many years. There is also increased assistance which wj
allow students in years 11 and 12 to spend some of them

school weeks studying at TAFE and working in business %hains in the Angle Vale area to serve residential development

industry. . .. in Munno Para West and extending the Willaston and
In another area of the budget, our commitment to fam'“eillorphett Vale water supplies

and children is emphasised by the introduction of programs . S .
that strengthen family life in South Australia and enhance the " 1996-97, SA Water will spend $4.65 million in the first
welfare of the State’s children under an increased fundin€ar of an ongoing program to replace water meters to ensure
package for the Department for Family and Communit)%qe co_ntlnued rehz_ablllty and accuracy of the corporation’s
Services in 1996-97. As the Minister is in the House, IMetéring. The maintenance of the State’s water supply and
congratulate him for this productive and extraordinary budgef/@sté water headworks infrastructure was an ongoing
that takes such a determined interest in families and childrepfiority, and the new financial year will see more than
in this State. There is a $3 million charitable and socia®2 Million spent on works to upgrade the Mannum to
welfare fund, which will provide a new avenue for directing Adelaide pipeline, renovate the Torrens Gorge weir, rehabili-
resources into the community through non-government@t€ the Gumeracha Weir and Hope Valley aqueduct, and
agencies and charities. The emphasis of this money will bEENew the Millbrook trunk main. In recognition that water
on helping families develop skills so that they are able to hel uallt_y_|s aIV\_/ays of prime importance in this State, just over
themselves and on building community resources that support: Million will be spent on further work to ensure that our
independence. An additional $500 000 will be provided toVat€r supplies continue to meet stringent water quality
spearhead this new approach through a positive parentirfjlidelines during 1996-97.
campaign to be coordinated by the Office for Families and  The protection of public health in the State’s environment
Children. continues to be a major Government priority and more than
The program aims to improve the skills of parents by$7.5 million has been put aside to be outlaid in 1996-97 for
promoting the status of parents, informing parents oféwerage capital projects. Rehabilitation and renewal works
available resources, improving access to the service§Qr Adelaide’s four major waste water treatment plants are
providing relevant parent education and training, and’lanned, with projects valued at $4 million approved for the
ensuring that an adequate range of support services Bolivar, Port Adelaide, Glenelg and Christies Beach plants.
available. Families and parents are the cornerstone of lgportant work to extend sewers in Adelaide Hills communi-
healthy and productive society, and they should, indeed, biées will continue, with $783 000 committed for the coming
provided with encouragement, status, support and respediiancial year. This ongoing project to improve the standard
This campaign will provide a grassroots, back to the basic€f waste water disposal is further protecting water quality in
approach in social policy. It is about keeping familiesthe Mount Lofty Ranges catchment.
supported and enabling them to cope rather than picking up | should also add that, through the environment budget,
the pieces in a crisis. The 1996-97 budget allocation ofouth Australia will contribute $18 million to the manage-
$243.6 million is an increase of $10.2 million over expendi-ment and clean up of one of the nation’s most significant
ture in the previous financial year. The non-governmenenvironmental projects, the Murray River. South Australia
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has become the first State to put its money on the table tafter inflation is considered the increase is a mere
help fund the Murray-Darling 2001 project. $1.3 million and goes nowhere near redressing the previous

Within the Newland electorate, a purpose-built fire andcuts of $79 million made to the health budget over the
ambulance station will be built, with an allocation of funds previous two years. The increase depends entirely upon
amounting to $1 million. A sum of $241 000 has been putncreased Howard Government funding of $19 million and
aside to complete the amalgamation of the Banksia Panko-one believes that that will happen.

Junior Primary and Primary Schools, a process that the school g js a budget that locks South Australia into a continu-

community initiated some four years ago. Hundreds Obyiqn of its economic under performance over the past two
thousands of dollars have been allocated to all the schools ars and out to the turn of the century. The Premier wants

Newland during the past two years: money to train teacherg, ,th australia to forget all his promises on jobs and all his

to construct and develop projects, and to maintain school§;omises on economic growth because South Australia has
which have been previously let go. Some schools were s gely missed out on the benefits of the national economic
sadly lacking in maintenance that it caused occupationg

f d health . h covery. This is not a caring budget. It is a budget that shows
safety and health matters to arise. Moneys that were not pilst oy ittle this Liberal Government cares for ordinary

aside by any other Government have had to be picked up B, ;th Australians. It is a phoney budget, the fine print of

this Government, and those moneys total somewhere ovgfich reads, ‘Blame John Howard later.’ This budget has a

$50 ”.“"!0”- . _shelf life of no more than a few months. The Premier knows
This is a very small snapshot of all the areas which thig; the Treasurer knows it and the Minister for Infrastructure

budget in particular has picked up and which will add to the o5 it. Even Cliff Walsh, former adviser to the Premier

benefits that this State will see under this third Liberalynq former Audit Commissioner for the Brown Government
Government budget. Again, | offer my congratulations to the,;j- '

Treasurer and | am sure that those who have criticised this

Government and its budget processes in the past will— If they have not factored into the budget numbers any significant
Ms Hurley: Will see the light. cuts in Commonwealth funds then we know that the bottom line that
Mrs KOTZ: Thank you very much; that is an exception- they predict on budget day is going to be blown out,

ally good statement. The Opposition is prepared to see thehe Howard-Costello budget in August will deliver $8 billion

light eventually. Thank you very much for your support. | amin cuts over the next two years. Those impending cuts make

sure that down the track we will be hearing the kudos fronthis budget a complete phoney, a complete fraud.

the Opposition that we have offered to the Treasurer on this Let us look at the details. With 55 per cent of total State

budget. . .
The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member's time F€Ve€nues coming from the Commonwealth, with the Federal
) ’ iberals determined to cut $8 billion out of the Federal

has expired. The Leader of the Opposition. Can | take it thak . .
o ” udget over the next two years and with our Premier and our
the Leader of the Opposition is the lead Speaker Treasurer urging them to do just that, everyone knows that

The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): Yes this budget is a phoney. Everyone now knows that even the

Sir, thank you. | rise to deliver the Opposition’s reply to theMinuscule increases in funding of schools and hospitals
Treasurer's budget speech. This was the Treasurer's thignnot be delivered. Everyone knows that the Premier and
budget, marking the near completion of the Government's 'easurer will deliver deeper cuts to the fundamental areas
deficit and debt reduction program. But it is phoney becaus f socrl]aldlnfrastructure after the August Federal Budget is
it takes no account of cuts that will be coming at theProughtdown.
Premier’s conference and in the forthcoming Federal budget The budget papers themselves tell us that the undertakings
to the 55 per cent of the State’s revenues provided bgf the Premier and his Treasurer in this budget are hollow.
Commonwealth grants. The Premier has tried to convinc&his is what the budget papers have to say on the coming
South Australians that this is somehow a caring budget, butioward-Costello cuts:
the cold facts are that Police have been cut by over
$3 million; Correctional Services take a cut in real terms of, ; ; :
o L such, it takes no account of any budgetary adjustment which may
$1.8 million; the State contribution to TAFE has been cutfiow from this year's Commonwealth budget. Any budgetary
$11.5 million in real terms with the Premier crossing hisadjustment which the State Government is forced to take as a

fingers that John Howard—and Amanda Vanstone—uwilconsequence of announcements in Canberra in August will be
increase Commonwealth funding by $9.5 million reflected entirely in the Commonwealth’s priorities, not the State’s.

~Alsothe supposed increase to education is phoney. Aftefhat is in Financial Paper No. 1, page 1.2. The Brown
inflation, the increase in recurrent spending is a mergovernment's stance leaves the way open for cuts to special
$2 million and does no_thln_g to redres_s the $47 million worthIDurIDOSe grants from the Commonwealth, but these have
of cuts made to education in the previous two years. But evejpsolutely nothing to do with duplication. Commonwealth
worse is the _fact that this mean-minded increase is based @pecific purpose payments are paid to the States to cover the
the assumption of increased grants from John Howard but, @psts of essential services like hospitals $490 million, Red
we all know, education is a key area most vulnerable tqcross Blood Transfusion Service $4.4 million, Australian
Commonwealth cuts. The claim of more than $100 millionNational Training Authority $53 million. The hamfisted
for new schools, redevelopment, maintenance and othejgyocacy of this Premier has left this State fully exposed to
capital projects is scarcely any better. It comes after undefe impending cuts. He told ABC Radio on 31 May:
spending of the capital program of nearly $25 million over _

the previous two years. No fewer than 14 of the new school%o--- all of the States have a three-year agreement with the Federal

: : vernment for what we call general purpose grants. Now if the
announced this year have been announced previously. Federal Government cuts special purpose payments for special

The claim Of more money for hospitals i§ nonsense. Aprograms ... they do not in any way undermine the integrity of this
further $69 million is supposed to be spent in 1996-97, bubudget.

This budget reflects the State Government’s own priorities. As
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That is what the Premier had to say, but the reality is thaGovernments and institutions, $13 billion to off-budget agencies,
these cuts, aided and abetted by the Premier, will have $L0 billion in interest payments. That is why programs must be
serious and adverse impact on ordinary South AustraliansZUt: - - Youcan' get where these guys want to go any other way.
We talk about the Howard cuts and the budget crisis. InThe Liberal Government has now spent a couple of months
the opening lines of his budget speech the State Treasuré@rking on its expenditure cutting exercise. If it did not know
declared he had ‘broken the back of the debt burden walready, it now knows that if it is to cut $8 billion from
inherited’. It is true that the Liberal Government is running Commonwealth expenditures it will hit more than a few
slightly ahead of its medium term fiscal targets and, all thinggolitical landmines. Even in the Liberal Party’s state of post-
being equal, will eliminate the underlying deficit early next election euphoria in Canberra, let us not assume that their
year. But all things are not equal. political guard is down to minimise the political damage to
A little over a week after the Federal election the newthemselves. They will attempt to avoid as much as possible
Commonwealth Treasurer released a document claiming thgttting Commonwealth spending on the Commonwealth's
there would be a $200 million deficit in 1995-96 instead ofPrograms. To protect its own programs Canberra will have
a small surplus and a deficit of about $4.9 billion in 1996-970 make heavy cuts to the financial assistance grants or
The latter represented an $8.3 billion difference to theSPecific purpose payments made by the Commonwesalth to the
forward estimate released in last year's Federal budgeBtate Governments—probably both. ,
Hence, the so-called $8 billion black hole. Treasurer Costello  For States such as South Australia, which rely on the
said that it was the new Federal Government’s intention t&ommonwealth for 55 per cent of their revenue, the financial
make $4 billion in cuts to outlays in each of the next twoconsequences will be serious. Our Premier obviously concurs
financial years to fill in that black hole. Mr Costello and in this strategy, because he has made no protest and has
Mr Howard have tried to attribute the black hole to theParroted his Federal Party’s rhetoric in an attempt to obfus-
previous Federal Labor Government and to the formefate on what is a very obvious ideological agenda. On 19
Minister of Finance, Kim Beazley. The purpose of theMarch this year the Premier told this House how prior to the
Costello exercise was transparent: it was to find a set drederal election John Howard had provided ‘a commitment
budget numbers, by whatever means, to create an aura igr me and to the other State Premiers that he would give a
crisis sufficient to distract attention from what is to be done guaranteed share of the total economy to State Governments’.
to legitimise an ideological slash and burn exercise. That is totally inconsistent with reducing net Commonwealth

The Premier of this State applauded this political Stunt,OUtl{jlys by $8,billion, unless, of course, Mr Howard plans to
and he completely and uncritically accepted the need fofut the States’ share of the total economy. That means cutting
$8 billion worth of cuts. But the claimed hole has little to do th€ réal level of financial assistance grants. ,
with any laxity in budgetary housekeeping or overspending,  But the Premier of this State told the House that ‘John
as 90 per cent of it was a consequence of the Commonwealt#Pward has given a commitment to reduce the tied grants in
Treasury revising down slightly both its growth and inflation PErcentage terms to the States’. Thatis easy to achieve if the
forecasts. Members do not have to take my word for thisF”me Minister wishes to cut them. I_pre;um_e that the Prer_mer
even though the facts are clear from the Treasury preds not a fool and understands the implications of the Prime

release announcing the new budget numbers. The Governifinister’s statements to him in the context of $8 billion
of the Reserve Bank says the same: worth of cuts. If he says later that he was given assurances by

Of the $7 billion deterioration since May 1995 in the budgetthe Prime Minister that have been broken, he should not be
estimate for 1996-97, for example, 90 per cent reflects revisions t e.IIeved.. 'F‘ April, the Premier V'S'te.d Canberra to see the
the economic forecasts. rime Minister. In contrast to all his predecessors, from
That is from theReserve Bank Bulletinf April 1996 Playford to Arnold, he did not plead South Australia’s case.

. He gave the Prime Minister advice on how to cut Common-
page 27. Those revised Treasury forecasts were ma&?

obsolete by the March national accounts which showe ealth expenditure. The Premier told John Howard to cut the

> Dy ommonwealth Public Service as hard as the States had cut
economic growth of 4.8 per cent for the year. The fact that th eirs

forecasts used to create the black hole were no longer valid . . .- . .

The Premier was quite explicit. He told the Liberal Prime
was demonstrated by the way the Federal Treasurer suddenly 0ot 30 OOOqjobs e\?en though many of them would
bfegan u5|nghotherhjustlflcatlons for magl?.gl$8_rl:r)]|lllon worth ome from South Australia. He did that because he wanted
of cuts, such as the current account deficit. These cuts a| ' S .
coming no matter what, because the Liberal Party wants t 0 be seen advocating cuts which would not affect his own

make them for ideological reasons, and it wants to do it no Htate budget. The Premier then convened a meeting in

when the Federal Government is furthest away from avédelalde of State and Territory heads of Government.

election and in the post-election honeymoon mode. ogether they put together a submission to the Howard

During the elect ian John H i t.atiberal Government’s Audit Commission, which, of course,
uring the election campaign John Howards esSentia.qareq the usual State-Federal financial relations issues,

promise was that the Liberal Government would not hurgu
anyone: we would all be ‘comfortable and relaxed’ under a
Federal Liberal Government. He promised to maintain all th‘?educ
Liberal Party's old enemies—from Medicare to the ABC. The ™,

defence budget was specifically quarantined from any CUtS g

A couple of weeks ago, the economic editor of gg Tim increasing Commonwealth outlays:

Colebatch, wrote: the increasing proportion of Commonwealth grants,

Only $12 billion of the $130 billion the Commonwealth Spent |a5twh|ch have been t|ed reversing thls trend be|ng easy and
year goes on its own non-defence expenditure. To save $4 billio !

here would mean cutting one-third of the leanest bureaucracies in ﬂgettractlve to Canberra, as 't. requires cutting On.ly. specific
western world. It is not possible. The Commonwealth’s job is givingPUrpose payments, and in this State it has $1.6 billion worth
money away: $44 billion in individual benefits, $31 billion to State to choose from;

ch as:

vertical fiscal imbalance, providing no scope for
ing Commonwealth without increasing State taxes;
the decline in grants to the States over the past decade,
ution of which to the States’ satisfaction would involve
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overlap and duplication, which involve the cost of and a similar view of 4 per cent plus growth expressed by one
administering specific purpose payments, which thef Australia’s leading business associations, the Metal Trades
Commonwealth Department of Finance estimated costs onlpdustry Association. If this period of straight-jacketed
$60 million for the whole of Australia—that is an easy savinggrowth occurs, just like the last time a Coalition Government
if all grants are untied, but it does not contribute much to Mrtook over the national reins, it will be only at the cost of a
Howard’s $8 billion; continuing steady upward climb in the unemployment rate

the potential to improve coordination, effective since with the better productivity growth on record in the
mechanisms being likely to add to the administrative costs1990s a growth rate of about 3.25 per cent is needed annually

not produce savings; and just to stabilise unemployment.
the increase in the size of total spending on the Itis not unreasonable to suggest that we may be looking
Commonwealth’s own programs. at a year 2000 national unemployment rate of about 10 per

Let me just say tonight in this budget reply that it would cent in contrast with the previous Federal Labor Govern-
be a triumph of hope over experience for Canberra to makment’s target of 5 per cent by that year. Small wonder that
a huge adjustment to its spending without a heavy proportioRrime Minister Howard says that he does not believe in
of that burden falling on the States. At no time has thesetting targets for jobs. There is a need for ongoing caution
Premier or any of his Liberal or National Party State andn the conduct of fiscal policy, but one that is both sensible
Territory counterparts critically examined the need for thato our requirements and sensitive to the economic circum-
$8 billion in cuts, even though it is obvious that they will stances which do not currently include a Federal budgetary
impact severely on the States. In all his comments since tharisis. The orgy of cutting about to be visited on the
Federal election, the Premier has accepted the $8 billion cuommonwealth budget will be justified on the grounds of the
rationale. Not once has the Premier of South Australia eveneed to improve national savings and to address our current
suggested that the need for them should be examined.  account problem. | support the thrust towards surplus rather

It is the State Liberal Government’s position that it than deficit in the national budget as important to our national
supports the $8 billion worth of John Howard cuts. In hissaving needs and alleviating our current account problems,
budget speech, the Treasurer said: but national savings problems are medium-term in nature for

As Treasurer of South Australia, | had to lead the process oWvhich medium-term solutions are appropriate.
budgetary adjustment in this State, and | call upon the Common- Mr BRINDAL: My point of order is relevance. | am quite
wealth to put its own house in order, just as we have done. sure that this is interesting, but it is not addressing the current
The position of the State Opposition is that the $8 billionBill before the House.
worth of cuts is not necessary. This will be a fundamental The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members were advised by the
difference between us and the Brown Liberal GovernmentChair at the outset of the debate that very close relevance to
which supports them. State-Federal relations are about the subject matter was necessary. | understand the member
replace the State Bank as the No.1 financial issue facinfpr Unley’s point of order. | have been listening to the
South Australia’s future. Canberra’s policies are being driverLeader. He is linking the impact of a future Federal Govern-
by ideology rather than rational analysis. They are beingnent budget to that of the present State Government and, as
urged on by the Premier and his Treasurer. It is the sam&uch, | take the comparison to be of importance. | ask the
ideology of small government that drives the Brown LiberalLeader though to adhere to the subject matter.

Government in South Australia. Itis the same Liberal Party; The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, Sir. It is extraordi-
it is the same ideology. nary that the member for Unley does not realise that 55 per

South Australia is about to pay dearly for the policies ofcent of the State’s budget comes from Commonwealth
John Howard and Peter Costello, and it is vital for thisrevenue. That is why members opposite have got themselves
Parliament, including Mr Howard’s cheer squad within it, toin the position that they have with the State budget being
understand the pointlessness of the pain they are about totally contingent on Federal increases which he knows are
inflict on the nation and South Australia. The new Howardnot happening. The member for Unley gets his fingerprints
Government has manufactured a fiscal crisis which is beintaken to make sure that he spends his time running around
handled in a way calculated to create real problems for thand putting up dirt sheets against fellow members. Obviously,
States in terms of their own budgets. Hardest hit will bethat is why he is getting himself involved in pre-selection
States like South Australia with a high dependency orproblems.

Commonwealth funding, which will be cut by the Howard  The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! That is obviously not
Government as the politically easiest means of meeting theelevant.

Government's fiscal targets. The Howard Government will The Hon. M.D. RANN: There is no pressing current
have to slash like fury expenditures, activities and jobs iraccount deficit crisis at the moment—there never is when the
order to find $8 billion of savings for the August budget. Thateconomy is slow, nor will there be while the economy is kept
$8 billion is no small number; itis equivalent t&sl ¢ in every under chloroform. Our wholesalers in Australia do notimport
dollar of Australian activity. It is half the historic average things we cannot sell. Any government can avoid a current
annual growth in Australian output, and it takes away moreaccount problem with a recession, but | fear that this is where
than 40 per cent of the demand growth needed to sustain nekie policies of the new Government in Canberra egged on by
year’s potential GDP growth. the likes of the Brown Government in South Australia are

This means that the pain will be felt not just in relation to leading us. The purpose of mobilising both private and public
the State and Commonwealth budgets but at the cost of saving is that when there is a major upturn in investment we
significant reduction in economic growth. | suppose thecan finance it with our own savings and with much less
Liberal Party will try to tell the public that they should blame recourse to foreign capital. It is a problem for the next boom,
that on the Labor Party as well. Slower growth would stanchot the current period of sustained growth. In any event, the
in contrast with the Reserve Bank Governor’s view that 4 pet.iberal fiscal strategy of starting with the goal of a surplus
cent growth is potentially attainable at the turn of the centurcome what may and then slashing furiously to obtain it is
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curious policy. When the economy is travelling well, theing prospects are caught in a series of short-term vices, this
budget deficit is lower and the extent of cutting indicated igs not the time for the Premier of a manufacturing State like
less; but when the economy weakens, the deficit increas&outh Australia to be egging on the proponents of these
and the amount of cutting required is increased. policies. Yet courtesy, not just of John Howard and Peter
Itis a rule of thumb in Commonwealth public financing Costello, but also of the urgings of our Premier and the
that, for every one percentage point lower or higher in thelreasurer on the sidelines, these are exactly the woeful
economy’s growth, the Commonwealth budget bottom linecircumstances about to be visited on South Australians.
is 1.5 percentage points worse or better. It does not make But even before these Howard cuts come to pass, the
much sense to adopt a fiscal policy which only requires littlePremier and the Treasurer have delivered in their third budget
action when the economy is overheating but requires continuation of their assault on public schools, public health
withdrawing stimulus when it is travelling more slowly. With and community safety. Has the Premier at any time chal-
a budget forecasting slower growth for South Australia thaenged John Howard and Peter Costello on the supposed need
the national average over the next year, the damage whidbr the $8 billion Commonwealth cuts? Never; not once.
will be caused by the Liberal’s fiscal policy will hit harder in There is no record of it. He has swallowed the line totally—
this State. hook, line and sinker. When asked about the issue in
For the Federal Liberal Party, this strategy simultaneouslfParliament, he has accepted the claim that the $8 billion cuts
affords the political convenience of proximity to the previousare needed.
Government and distance from the next Federal election. This third budget of the Brown Liberals continues the
That, rather than economic circumstances, is determining tH@overnment’s attack on the basic infrastructure of a truly
Howard Government’s course. The State Liberals here ioaring Government in South Australia. The budget continues
South Australia agree with that program. They wronglythe Government's ideological attack on public schools and
believe that, in supporting it, they may be able to blame it orhospitals in this State. The harder edges of that attack, evident
the previous Federal Labor Government, but if the politicain earlier budgets, have been softened just a little for public
heat gets too great, the Government will blame Canberra armbnsumption and for public relations purposes; but, political
John Howard. Always blame someone else—that is thepportunism aside, this budget continues the attack. The
hallmark of his premiership. He blames the former StatéGovernment wants South Australians to believe that it is a
Labor Government; he blames the Keating Government; nextaring budget after all the broken promises to increase
he will be blaming the Howard Government. This Premier—funding for schools and maintain class sizes, to increase
Mr Clarke: He blames Brindal for— funding for hospitals and reduce waiting lists, to increase
The Hon. M.D. RANN: That is right. Just as privately, funding for law and order and public safety, and to not go
to business leaders and others, he blames his colleagues fmyond the previous Government's target for public sector
his own deficiencies. The Premier’s State Treasurer took owvork force reductions of 3 900.
some political insurance in that area on Friday morning at his  The Premier and his Treasurer want South Australians to
budget breakfast. The previous day the Premier said that hiserget all of that. They want South Australians to forget that,
budget’s integrity would not be affected by what Johneven after this caring budget, funding for schools is still
Howard did. But this is what his own State Treasurer said th&45 million down in real terms from two years ago, and our
next day: year 12 retention rates, once the best in the country, have
We are not going to take any rubbish from Canberra. They aréallen from 92 per cent to 71 per cent. They want South
not going to pass their problems down the line ... [and] | don’'t waitAustralians to forget that, even after this so-called caring
for someone to kick me in the head. budget, funding for hospitals is down $78 million in real
You could hear Peter Costello shaking in his boots, with théerms, despite the fact that the previous Labor Common-
thought of this toothless rabbit coming at him. It is patheticlwealth Government increased hospital funding by $62 million
These comments were an admission that the Federal Liberaver the past two years. This year the Brown budget forecasts
budget will cut State funding and the budget delivered lasa further increase in Commonwealth funding of $19 million,
week by the Brown Government is a phoney. excluding the transfer of the Daws Road Repatriation
The shape of the coming Howard cuts is as disturbing aslospital from the Commonwealth to the State.
their size. When productivity growth has finally been restored Let us look at schools. While the Premier and the Treasur-
to good levels, this is not the time to be slashing traininger have attempted to con South Australians into believing the
expenditure. When South Australia’s educational retentiopublic education budget will be $60 million better off, they
rates have fallen below the national average, this is not thieave simply proved how cynical they are. For a start, the
time to be slashing education funding. When manufacturetiudget glossies, paid for by the taxpayer, do not mention that
exports have grown at sparkling levels for a decade, buhe $60 million is a nominal figure taking no account for
business is suddenly faced with a less competitive exchangeflation. That is what the Premier thinks of the public of this
rate, this is not the time to be slashing export assistancé&tate; that is what he thinks about the public’s interest in
When productivity sustaining investment is finally recoveringschools. The increase in recurrent spending is $47 million and
from a long slump, this is not the time to hack into infrastruc-presupposes an increase in Commonwealth grants. After
ture spending. When the investment in the human capital ahflation the real increase is $2 million, not $60 million, and
our long-term unemployed potential workers is finally payingdoes not address the cuts of $47 million over the previous two
off with a virtual halving of the proportion of long-term years. Education is one of the areas most vulnerable to cuts
unemployed over the past two years, this is not the time tby the Howard Liberal Government. This year's budget is
neglect them. based on increased grants from $125.9 million last year to
When what is needed is to lift national savings to provide$128.2 million this year.
sufficient investment for good growth, this is notthe timeto  Questions remain as to what will be cut if the Prime
be contemplating cutting both human and physical investmen#linister keeps his promise to cut $8 billion from the
to fit the available but inadequate savings. When manufactuGommonwealth budget. Will the Government continue to get
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rid of teachers to make up the difference? Will our year 12nto the health budget, what will go? Will there be more ward
retention rates, once the best in the country, continue thealosures at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital? Will more nurses
disastrous fall under this Government? Will curriculumgo? Will there be further cuts to the mental health programs?
choices continue to be narrow? Will there be more school In 1995-96, the mental health budget was underspent by
closures over the next year? The Premier’s glossy on th$4.8 million; in 1996-97 the budget has been further reduced
health and education budget claims that the Government wéxy $586 000, making a total cut of $5.4 million. It will be
spending more than $100 million for new schools redevelopsome time before the budgets for individual hospitals and
ment, for maintenance and for other capital projects. health units become available to the Opposition, but it is clear
The increase in capital works is $14 million, and thisthat many units in the country and in the metropolitan area
compares with the shortfall in spending in 1994-95 ofhave already cut services in order to meet budgetary targets
$22 million, and a further shortfall of $2.7 million in set by the Brown Government.
1995-96. But the Premier also failed to point out that almost At the same time, the Government has embarked upon
a quarter of this is the re-announcement of projects on therograms of further privatisation by calling for submissions
Schools Building Program that should have been started ovéer the redevelopment and management of the QEH. This is
ayear ago. No less than 14 of the supposedly ‘new’ schoolespite the evidence that the Modbury Hospital privatisation
were announced in last year's budget and should have be&as not delivered any of its promised savings, that its waiting
commenced then. Two of those 14 schools have bedists have blown out, and that its operators want to renegotiate
announced now in all three Brown Government budgets anthe contract because it is not delivering the rewards they had
should have been finished some time ago. hoped for. _ _ _
But as ever with this budget, the fundamental savagery of Letus look atthe police. Recurrent funding of the Police
its assault on education will be seen when John Howard arldepartment has been cut by more than $3 million in real
Peter Costello give us their August budget. Even the paltr{erms. Th|s equates to the salaries of about 60 pollce officers
$2.3 million real increase to the education recurrent budgefnd continues the Brown Government's hypocritical approach
trumpeted by the Premier, is wholly dependent on th@f talking big on law and order while at the same time
Howard Liberal Government increasing its contribution toSlashing the resources required to combat crime. The Police
South Australia’s schools. No-one could seriously believd2epartment’s capital budget has also been cut by $4.6 million
that. in real terms, but the problem is compounded because the
The fact is that the Commonwealth contributed nearly:995-96 capital budget has been underspent by more than
$126 million to South Australian schools this year; that is>+2 Million. We have a Government that is planning for an
over 11 per cent of total recurrent payments by the MinistefX'& 25 per cent increase in the revenue from fines; a

for Education. Any cut to these payments by John Howar@overnment that ‘?‘t the weekend announced an extra 100
will see even the claim of a mere $2.3 million real increasd@dar guns to provide revenue as tax collectors for the State

vanish. After three years under the knife of the Brown | reasurer. The fact is that the money is not being ploughed

Liberals, and even before the full consequences of JohPack into law order: there is a cut to police and there is a cut
Howard are felt, South Australia’s public education systerrfo both the recurrent and capital works budgets of the Police

is in danger of becoming second rate. You cannot be thEépartment. . .
smart State in the clever country if you slash education; you €t us look at Correctional Services and the $379 000
cannot be the smart State in the ciever country if you lie t¢'CT€ase in recurrent payments from $72.7 million to
the people about increases that do not and will not happe|$73:1 _m|II|on, equating to a cut Of, $1.8 million in refal terms.

I turn now to hospitals. The Premier's claims to havelf this is the Brown Government’s response to prison riots

boosted hospital funding are nonsense. Total expenditure c?rpd dangerous situations caused by under-staffing, then it

: e - . be inviting continuing problems in the prison service. |
health is up $69 million from $1.413 billion to $1.482 billion MY - . S ;
and presuppposes Commonwealth grants will increase b ge the Premier tonight to rethink his level of funding to our

$19 million excluding funding relating to the transfer of the risons before we are again faced with tragic circumstances.

Daws Road Hospital from the Commonwealth to the State'._|e.re is an area where thgre shoulld be a need for blpartlsqn-
hip. Let us see the Premier step in to restore funding to this

The State appropriation has increased by $17.7 million fro Lritically important area.

$632.2 million in 1995-96 to $649.9 million in 1996-97 and

includes $7.5 million from the pokies super tax. After f I:I'iEFué Iotc;]k atf;AFrE an;j yOUt(;' unerpplo;émsnt.th thgra:;ﬁ

inflation, the State increase is a mere $1.3 million in rea » the ‘Tingers crossed approach by the bro
overnment becomes completely transparent. The Govern-

terms and does not address the cuts of $79 million made iment has budgeted for receipts from the Commonwealth to
the State’s health budget over the previous two years. ;oo 'p"aq 5 million. This is right at the time when the

Nowhere is South Australia more vulnerable to the impac oward Liberal Government and, in particular, the hapless

of cuts b};_#.Ohn Hot;/vaéd tharéin the provtzsiorlljcg hea(;t?Senator Amanda Vanstone are under heavy attack from
services. This year the Brown Government has budgete . ; :
$650 million from the Commonwealth. This is what the%rducatlon and welfare groups for contemplating massive cuts

. . . to education and training programs. These cuts will include

Treasurer said about his phoney budget: DEET and TAFE programs which assist the unemployed,
If the Federal Government walks away from programs, we argarticularly our young unemployed.

not staying in those programs. It is on their head not ours. What message will this give our young people? South
That is what he said on ABC Radio on 31 May 1996—Australia now has the highest unemployment rate of any
already planning ‘The blame John Howard later’ strategy. ltmainland State. Our youth unemployment has been the
will land on the heads of ordinary South Australians first anchighest of any State and remains above the national average.
hardest, and the Treasurer knows it. South Australia'®©ur school retention rate has fallen massively from the
hospitals are firmly in the Commonwealth’s firing line. highest in the nation under Labor to below the national rate.
Should the Prime Minister’s promised $8 billion in cuts flow When the Liberals cut education and employment programs,
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it is our young people who will bleed. Premier Brown, ratherBut did the Premier bother to examine the ABS'’s previous
than sooling on the Howard Government to make cuts, shouldstimates for our performance over 1994 and 19957 Clearly
be leaving no stone unturned to make sure that the Canbemat. If he had, he would have seen that in the seasonally
cuts do not proceed. Otherwise, South Australia will beadjusted series for each and every one of the seven quarters
facing increasing youth unemployment levels and will beprior to the latest December quarter the estimates for growth
condemning hundreds, if not thousands, of young people tduring the first 21 months of his premiership have been
a life without the full range of education and training revised downward.
opportunities and ultimately life without a job. Even when we take the more reliable trend estimates
If we leave Commonwealth funding out of the equation,(which, | repeat, bring us up only to the estimate for the
we find that the Brown Liberal Government has reducedation’s growth during 1995) what do we see? We see that,
recurrent funding to TAFE by $11.5 million in real terms. If for the first seven quarters of the Brown Liberals the ABS has
the Commonwealth falls out of the ANTA agreement—theradically revised its estimate for South Australia’s growth. In
agreement which | negotiated on behalf of South Australia irll but one of these quarters, the ABS has revised downwards
1991-92 and which brings tens of millions of dollars extra toits estimate for South Australia’s growth. The latest ABS
TAFE in South Australia per year—the TAFE budget will be estimates show that South Australia actually went backwards
in real trouble with another $7 million in jeopardy. in trend terms in 1994. In that year, South Australia’s growth

Let us look at some of the other economic consequencd¥rformance was the worst in the country, as we went
of this Government's actions. The third Brown budgetPackwards by .4 per cent.
provides further confirmation, if any were needed, that South Members interjecting:
Australia’s economy is languishing under the Liberals. The The Hon. M.D. RANN: Okay, | can hear the member for
Liberals have put South Australia into a low growth, highUnley, the Minister for the Environment and Natural
unemployment rut. Moreover, the Brown Government has th&esources and the member for Goyder asking, ‘What about
singular distinction of having done so during a period whertnder Labor in the recession times?’
the Australian economy was growing at its fastest for 20 Members interjecting: ) )
years. The Hon. M.D. RANN: You listen to me, and you listen
The Opposition was pleased to note some of the late ood. In 1994, South Australia, under the Liberals, went

improvements in our growth figures after a disastrous 199422ckwards by .4 per cent. In Labor's last year in office, the
No-one was more pleased than | to note the belated improve?oUth Australian economy grew by 4.3 per cent. So, the
ment in our recorded economic performance when the Bured{pU'e Was 4.3 per cent under us and minus .4 per cent under
of Statistics brought out its estimates for our growth for then'e Liberals. It is useful to remind ourselves just what this
1995 calendar year. But, quite simply, this latest Spur{?remlerwas telling South Australians during 1994—at a time

provides no basis for optimism, much less the Premier’ hen therg was, in his own estimate, zero per cent in the
constant self congratulation. The latest ABS figures show u8udget estimate and when the ABS was saying that we had
essentially what the Opposition predicted: that is, Soutffninus -4 per centgrowth. This is what the Premier was then
Australia went backwards in 1994 and has entered thf!ling us through thédvertiser the Parliament, and so on.
national recovery late, that we would see a late upturh'® Said:
corresponding to the position of other States earlier in the_ Things are looking so good we've had a huge jump in the number
economic cycle and, with the national economy now slowing®f PE0PIe pouring back into the job market.
we are likely to see a progressive deterioration in Soutoday he is saying that we have a crisis, and that we have to
Australia’s position. populate or perish. In 1994, he said:

Now that the national economy is slowing, South Isaidwe'd aim for4 percentannual employment growth—and
Australia’s recovery could be stopped dead in its trackswe've actually exceeded that at 4.5 per cent—and that's ahead of a

. 3.9 per cent national figure.

particularly now that Mr Howard and Mr Costello have ) i )
embarked on a policy which not only makes the third Brown!he Premier said that our employment was growing at 4.9 per
budget a complete phoney but which will also stunt ourc€ntin 1994: we were growing at minus .4 per cent. Someone
potential growth rate and deprive hundreds and thousands 8fould replace his five PR officers on his staff with a couple
Australians of the opportunity for work over the coming ©f @conomists. This is what he said:
years. We had the worst forecasts of any State 12 months ago. Now

. - ere out there with closer to the best—and they started their
What did the latest figures show about the Soutl”i',vcovery before us. We've had, without a doubt, the biggest

Australian economy? They showed that, in trend terms _(anffrnaround in our economy of any State in Australia.

| am happy to explain ‘trend terms’ to members OpPOSIte)sryy 5 \yas his address to BOMA on 13 December 1994. He
South Australia finally caught up to the. national rate Ofsaid that we were leading the charge, but it was minus .4 per
growth .for 1995. Over 1995, the ABS estimates that Souﬂ?:ent. Let me remind you: this was when the South Australian
Australia grew by 3.3 per cent—at last. The ABS shows thattrend growth rate was at minus .4 per cent and when the

desplte_thls belated improvement, we h_ave be(_en und?{ational trend growth was 5.5 per cent. Only this Premier, in
performing under the Brown Liberals. During the first WO his own mind, believes that minus .4 per cent equates to
years of the Brown Liberal Government, South Australigo e than a national growth rate of 5.5 per cent. Not only is

grew by a trifling 2.9 per cent, while Australia as a whole,,. - - :
zoomed past us with a growth rate of 8.8 per cent for the tWthlﬁigupdrgﬁgﬂ?gg%/et:gso is the Premier who leads this State

years. Of course, the seasonally adjusted estimate of our In responding to the new figures, the Premier was no less
?r:.o"‘gh QV?L 1?3]5 V‘I’Das much higher att A('jg per certl_t. ltwas 0f1some in his praise of himself. That is what he is best at—
AIS aISD'S afth'e remuler,_ as (;gpor ed inAldgertiseron .0 o rarlating himself. The late improvement in our econom-
nzac Day ot this year, claimed: ic performance was, according to the Premier, ‘exactly what
South Australia was ‘leading the way’ in economic growth.  we promised our strategy ... would achieve’. He said,
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‘Importantly, this growth is coming from private sector  An honourable member interjecting:

investment rather than Government spending.’ That was in  The Hon. M.D. RANN: It continues:

the Advertiserof 25 April 1995. Every year on Anzac Day, |t South Australia’s participation rate in February 1996 had been
the Premier makes these pronouncements and every followt the June quarter average of 62 per cent (instead of the recorded

ing year he gets caught out— 61.6 per cent), South Australia’s recorded employment level would
Mr Meier interjecting: have left our smoothed seasonally adjusted unemployment rate at

The Hon. M.D. RANN: You listen to me. | have got 10 per cent. — - .
unlimited time, so you keep talking, Sunshine. Come on, keepn€ member for Unley says, ‘This is boring.’ He describes

talking. Get it out of your system. as boring an unemployment rate of 10 per cent. The claim of
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for thousands of new manufacturing jobs also bears no scrutiny.

Goyder is out of order. The DEET quarterly survey shows South Australian manu-
Mr Brindal: He called him ‘Sunshine’. facturing employment has been falling since June 1995. Over

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Perhaps the Leader the September and December quarters, manufacturing
sees a little bit of sunshine in the member for Goyder, as wEMPloyment, as measured by DEET, fell by 1.8 per centin

all do. this State.
The Hon. M.D. RANN: The Premier— On ABC radio on the morning after the budget the Premier
Members inier.jecting:. was still congratulating himself for his economic miracle. He

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | am determined to be heard on N€Vver congratulates the Minister for Industry and Minister for

this. The Premier was again comprehensively wrong. Thénfrastructure who, we aII_ know, would be_ do"?g a bet_terjob
reality is that private sector investment fell disastrouslyanOI vt\)/ould neve_; beo g%ggc arggn?h taFl)qng _fmger_grmts of
during 1995. During 1995, private investment fell by moreMEMPETS 0pposite. ©n radio the Fremier said:

than 31 per cent in seasonally adjusted terms and by nearl Within two years of being elected we've produced the highest

- i - conomic growth rate of any State in Australia and they're facts you
25 per cent in trend terms. How’ th|s_ is evidence of th_ ust can't refute.
success of the Brown Government’s policies only the Premier

could say. After all, we were going all the way. This is what the Premier said. But the paradox in all this self-
The reason for the late spurt in growth in South Australiacongratulation by the Premier is that he need have gone no
apart from the welcome improvements in exports and th rther than his own bL_ldget papers to see the real position.
rural recovery, was growth in private consumption expendi: r_esumably, the Premier would not SaY of the_ Tre_aSl’er that
ture. South Australia had the highest rise in private fina|t 'S @ Pawn of the Labor Opposition “pedalling lies” and
consumption of any State in Australia, being 5.3 per centcontinually talkling] down the economic prospects for South
seasonally adjusted. That recent belated improvement in ofUStralia’, as hisaud "21 tm(;jvert[st,)eron Anlzac|I13 aé/_1996— h
growth is vulnerable precisely because it is based heavily ofi'® very;erms e ;Jse to descri $pgo_p th.V odisagree VY't
increased private consumption. That growth is particularly '™ on the §t:|;1te orour ecor;(ljmy. Etlg 'Sbt dls Govr:e.rrt:mﬁnts
vulnerable to the $8 billion in Commonwealth budget cutsOWn Financial Paper No.1 of last week’s budget which shows
that the Premier and his Treasurer have been urging tHY€CiSely that this is a budget which will confine South
Howard Government to make. ustralia to a lower growth performance than the national
The position in the labour market is also worrying. Sinceecovr\;?hm?:. ahnd Wh'cr will stee tour State caught in a low
December 1993 the Australian labour market has grown b§foWth. nigh unémployment rut. .
over 6 per cent. In South Australia the growth has been 1N€ key economic assumption of the budgetis that South
around half that. More worrying still has been the loss of‘Ustralia will grow ata pathetic 2.75 per cent over 1996-97,
10 000 full-time jobs from the South Australian economy@ full half of a percentage point below the last Treasury
over the first four months of 1996. Our State accounted foforécast for the national economy. It projects a continuation
80 per cent of the entire loss of full-time jobs across Australi?f this under-performance compared with the national
over this period. We have seen a recent slide in retail salicOnomy. For 1997-98 and 1998-99, the Treasury predicts
and the loss of much-needed jobs in the retail industry. Th@rowth rates that are a full half percentage point below
Premier used the occasion of the release of the ABS growtfustralia’s. What does the Treasury say about growth during
figures to point to ‘thousands of new jobs created in th 994-95, the period in which the Premier claimed we were
manufacturing area, while the head of the Premier eading the nation? It estimates our growth over 1994-95 to

SA Development Council (Dr Blandy) said ‘the large growth 12v€ been zero, that is, no growth at all and the worst
rate had also helped the State reduce its unemployment rat@€rformance in the entire country. The Premier is out there
The truth of the matter is that there was almost no nef@ing, ‘We are leading the charge; we have the best
increase in jobs seasonally adjusted in the six months tgcOnemic growth and the best employment growth in the

December 1995. In trend terms there was actually a loss GPUNtTy,’ but his own budget papers say that it was the worst
jobs in that period. performance in the country. It was zero per cent growth over

Let us look at the South Australian Centre for Economicine time that the Premier said we were leading the economic

Studies, which used to be the shining castle of light for thé&narge- The growth projected—

Liberals opposite—the fountain of all truth. The conservative Mr Condous: It was .4 per cent.

Centre for Economic Studies was correct to state in its latest 1€ Hon. M.D. RANN: Itwas minus .4 per cent. Steve,

briefing: you have to look at the minus before it. Minus means going
The fact that our State’s smoothed seasonally adjusted unemplob-{JI ckwards, UOI forwards. Stay out of the economy; youwere

ment rate is currently half a percentage point below its level ofJunéSOt good at it when you were mayor. The growth projected

quarter 1995 is a reflection of a substantial reduction in the labouor this coming financial year gives South Australia an

force participation rate . . . and not of employment growth over thatnticipated rate of growth in employment of just 1 per cent.

period. This is nowhere near enough to prevent an increase in the

| repeat: ‘and not of employment growth over that period’. level of unemployment over the next year. This is the Brown
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Liberals’ present to South Australia after 2% years of cuts tdt must have been the Leader of the Opposition about whom
essential social infrastructure—higher unemployment in théae was thinking when he wrote these words:

State that already has the highest mainland rate of unemploy- |t is a tale told by an idiot full of sound and fury signifying
ment. nothing.

While the Premier is at it, perhaps he needs to sort out his can think of few words which better sum up the main
Treasurer who, only last Friday at a breakfast hosted by theontribution of Magic Mike opposite. We have had David
South Australian Centre for Economic Studies, repeated thgopperfield: now we have Magic Mike. Some of what the
heresy that South Australia was expected to grow at rates Weleader of the Opposition said tonight really had to stretch the
below the national average in this and coming years, out teredibility of every South Australian. We are digging
the turn of the century. He said that we cannot expect to groyrselves out of a hole, we are going forward rather more
at rates equal to or better than the national economy and kgowly than anyone in this Chamber would like, but what the
expected no dramatic improvement over the next three or SGeader forgets is who dug the hole, who created the mess and
years. So, we have the Premier saying we are going gangho betrayed the trust of the people of South Australia.
busters but the rest of the world saying we are going nowhere \empers interjecting:

at all: even his own Treasurer, even his own Treasury and - BRINDAL: What members opposite absolutely—
even his own budget refutes the Premier’s PR line. Members interjecting:

Instead of wasting the money of this State on piffle like The SPEAKER: Oroier! | do not want any further
‘Going all the way’, all this self-promotion, all these picture interjections. The member for Unley has the call.
opportunities and all this denial of the work of the Minister Mr BRINDAL: What members opposite absolutely fail

for Industry, Manufacturing, Small Business and Reglonalo realise is that this Government is not the only agency in the

Development and Minister for Infrastructure, it is time thateconomy If people in businesses are hurting, if they are not
reality and hype collided in the interests of South Australlabuying like they should, if they are rather cauti,ous with their

'tI)'hekBrfo;\{[ntvai;nm%n_t hdas decla_rtehd that it hatls fbrtl)_lg_en thgwoney, it is because the former Government in this Chamber
ack of State debt, and in doing So 1thas run out or alibis an etrayed the trust of the people of South Australia.

excuses. The imagination of the Premier and Treasurer knew Do you blame them for being cynical about all politicians?

nearly no bounds in at least one area—finding others t?)o you blame them for wondering whether they should spend

blame. .money and whether they should hire more people in their

When there was a Federal Labor Government the Premi : : :
h h . Busin when time an in Mr Teflon, Mr 7 r cent, tol
complained that this State could not go forward until the usiness when time and aga eron, 8 per cent, told

- us that it was all right and that everything was fine in this
Commonwealth budget was slashed and it could not 9%tate? He led us over not one but several precipices. We had

forward without a change of Government federally. With the agic Mike, that guru, that 100 per cent in hindsight

election of the Howard Govemment, the Premier anc{\//'Isionary of State economics, who turned around. Not only
Treasurer are about to get their way. Since the Feder?jid we suffer the State Bank, but we had Myer-Remm as a
election they have comprehensively sold out Soutty, catastrophe, a little sort of interregnum. We had State

Australia’s interests to John Howard and Peter CostelloBank. we had SGIC; and we had any number of other

Having d_one SO, t_hey have b_rought down a phoney StatSatastrophes. As they told us, everything would be all right.
budget with a maximum shelf life of a few months. In averyg, spare me and any intelligent person in this State—

short time the people of South Australia will be in absolutely Members interjecting:

no doubt abo_ut the Brown Government's agen(_ja. The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader of the
In conclusion, th‘? Government cannot have it both WaysOpposition and the member for Elizabeth are out of order. |
It cannot say that it has a budget based on increases 85 not want to speak to them again

funding from the Federal Government to the State and at the .
same time beetle off to Canberra and say to John Howard, Mr BRINDAL: The Deputy Leader asks whether we take
ny responsibility at all. | think | can speak as at least one

‘Go ahead, make my day. Cut deeply, make it 10 per cent; d erson who was in this Chamber at the time. | certainly

as | do, and so on. The two things do not equate. We cann ish—as | am sure do all members who were on the Opposi-
invite retribution on South Australia on the one hand and thety. . Pp
téon side—that we had known and understood more about

frame the budget dependent totally on increases from th hat was haopenina before it was allowed to hapoen. But we
Howard Government—increases that even the Premier, wit]] PP g ppen. :

his own self-delusions and self-congratulations, knows cann s were many fairly decent members on the Government

occur. That budget last week has across it, ‘Wait until timewi?ggishzgglﬁiglg%’ V\\(lgéeﬁgﬁé Igotr?wee (rjgstlsb\r,l\gblirl]ittyhlfkﬂgvcve
to blame John Howard later.” That is what it was all about— : ’ . ;
total fraud on the people of this State. %hat some of my colleagues do as well. We wish that we had

known more. | am sure that, along with other members who
were on the backbenches on this side at that time, we would
have all done our best to expose it and save the State. | do not
think anyone in this State takes any pleasure from $7 billion

Returned from the Legislative Council without amend-that we might as well have flushed down the toilet.

NATIONAL ELECTRICITY (SOUTH AUSTRALIA)
BILL

ment. Mr Atkinson interjecting:
Mr BRINDAL: Go and talk to Bob Francis; you would
APPROPRIATION BILL do rather better there than you do here. We listened to a heap
of drivel. The Leader of the Opposition talked about cuts in
Second reading debate resumed. education. He talked about moving forward slowly. He talked

about .4 per cent as opposed to about a 4 per cent forward—
Mr BRINDAL (Unley): Shakespeare was a fine practi- Mr Condous: He was the biggest supporter of Tim
tioner of his craft, but | did not realise that he was prescientMarcus Clark.
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Mr BRINDAL: Not only that, but ask anyone in the ~ MrBRINDAL: The member for Spence says ‘sackcloth’;
private housing sector— it will not be. I can assure him that it will be a TV spectacu-
Members interjecting: lar: Nostradamus rides again! There he is, Magic Mike and
The SPEAKER: Order! There are too many interjections. the mirrors, predicting every Government move.
Mr BRINDAL: Ask anyone in the private housing  Mr ATKINSON: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker.
sector— This is the fourth time in his contribution here the that
Members interjecting: member for Unley has referred to the Leader of the Opposi-
The SPEAKER: Order! We have had enough interjec- tion as ‘Magic Mike'. | ask that he desist.
tions. If the Deputy Leader and the member for Coltonwant  Members interjecting:

to have a discussion | suggest that they do itin the lobby.  1he SPEAKER: Order! During the Leader of the

Mr BRINDAL: Ask anyone in the private housing sector opnosition’s contribution he made some jocular, light-
how that lot opposite robbed Allan to pay Delfin; how they hearted comments in relation to the member for Goyder.
artificially stimulated the private housing sector to the point Members interjecting:

where there is a huge hole that no-one knows how we will get . .
out of. This occurred just because John Bannon wanted it t The SPEAKER: Order! The member fpr Uﬁlgy IS aware
at he should refer to members by their district or title. |

look as though this State was surging forward. They use ould suagest to him that his comments have gone far
every trick in the book to encourage an oversupply, anf"ou g9 ! ' Ve g

overdevelopment, and now this State suffers because th pough in this vei.n, a_nd I t_hink that it would be best i.f h.e
were more worried about getting to the next election tha ncentrated on directing his comments to the Appropriation

about good, sound development for South Australia. ill. He has not been assisted, however, by the constant
Mr Clarké interjecting: stream of interjections. Therefore, | remind members that

Mr BRINDAL: | can assure the Deputy Leader that | amthey ought to cease interjecting or they may be the victims of

not sweating at the moment. Whether | last to the end of thi§tandlng Order 137. . .
term or another five terms, at least | will have done my job  Mr BRINDAL: I thank you for your guidance, Sir, but
as honestly as | can. For the Deputy Leader’s sake | sincerelg/re'ce”'ng to the Leader of the Opposition’s contribution it
trust that when he leaves here he can say the same. | kndwn€cessary to expose some of his rank hypocrisy and the
that there are some members opposite, as there are on tRsition of hypocrisy from which he criticises th|s.current
side, who do not take much pleasure from what happenegovernme_nt. He tal_ked about a_possm_le shortfall in e_duca—
with the last Government. The Deputy Leader had best dfon—predicated, mind you, on his magical understanding of
well to remember that, at the end of the day, whether he i€ Prime Minister's mind—from $128 million down to
here 26 years, such as the Speaker, or eight years, or so 5 m|II|on.'There.v'vouId not be a member of thls House
combination in the middle, he will be judged on his record?/N0 Was notinsensitive to the fact that the education budget
and on what he did, and he will not be able to keep hidind" South Australia is about $1 billion. So, he divines a
behind the rhetoric of whoever may be his Leader for th ossible shortfall of $3 million in $1 billion and tries to
current few months. promote this as some catastrophic occurrence that we should
He chortles about unpredictability on this side of thehave builtinto the budget. _
House. This side of the House has not even started to !|ask members opposite how anybody can budget against
comment on what might be happening over there, because \@dikely catastrophe. | do not know any Government that is
are not as silly as the Deputy Leader might think. We pick u© flush with money and hollow logs that it can salt all this
a few signs too. We believe that the Deputy Leader mighfnoney away justin case the Federal Government decides to
indeed have his knife sharpened, but we could not say fd#0 something that the Opposition is determined it will do

whom. because the Opposition has nowhere to go if it does not.
Mr Clarke interjecting: Speech after speech by members opposite was not addressed
Mr BRINDAL: No; the name doesn't escape me. Afterto what the Treasurer introduced in his budget. Basically,
all, it can only— they said no more and no less than that this budget will not
Mr Clarke interjecting: work, it is cobbled up, it is really an apology, and you will
MrBRINDAL: We have only the Deputy Leader's word Plame Howard later. Well, if that is the best they can come
that he comes in here and does not push— up with, we should give them a few free weeks off, let them
Mr Clarke interjecting: study the thing and make a reasonable contribution in this

The SPEAKER: Order! | do not want to speak to the Chamber instead of keeping us here until all hours of the
Deputy Leader again. Members may think it is funny; he hadight with inane stupidity. If they want to predict what the
been spoken to for the last time. Prime Minister—

Mr BRINDAL: Inthe Leader of the Opposition we have ~ Mr Atkinson interjecting:

a true indication of what he will do when he leaves politics. MrBRINDAL: Well, | would prefer anything other than
He is obviously planning to set up as Nostradamus. He hagtupidity from the member for Spence. If you would like to
the gift of prophecy; he can look into the future and divineconcentrate on this budget and the accomplishments of this
not only the future of South Australia but also the mind of theGovernment, everyone here would be pleased. This is exactly
Prime Minister and the Treasurer of Australia. Beforethe same Leader who talked about a new spirit of cooper-
anybody else knows, he can announce to this Parliament nation: ‘Let’s work together for South Australia.” But what do
only the exact size but also the shape and nature of Fedeithley do? Do they help business confidence, do they help

Government cuts. small business? No, they come in here and ring the gloom and
Members interjecting: doom bell. They do their very best to knock the Premier, the
Mr BRINDAL: He may be; if he is correct we will all Government and the entire State, because nothing would suit

have to come in here and— them better than to take over the same ash heap that they left

Mr Atkinson interjecting: us with when we came into Government.
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| invite the Opposition to contemplate some numbersthem with greater skills as human beings for when they join
There are 36 members on this side of the House, and there dtee work force. Staying at year 12 for its own sake proves
11 members over there. None of us will sit by lamely andhothing at all. | would rather see a 50 per cent retention rate
watch 11 members of the Opposition destroy this State duringt year 12 but a greater level of education accruing to those
this term of Government as they destroyed this State duringsho stay and greater life experiences accruing to those who
their last term of Government. If you want to come in hereleave, than stand there and prattle—
and make a positive contribution, do so, you are more than Ms Stevens interjecting:
welcome, and we will join you. If you want to come in here  Mr BRINDAL: The member for Elizabeth says there are
and carp and criticise, you as an Opposition should learn—ro jobs. That is a deplorable situation. Who in this Chamber
Mr Atkinson interjecting: will stand up and say that is great? None of us. None of us
Mr BRINDAL: The member for Spence is the mostwants to see our young people, our middle aged or old people
pedantic person | know, but he should also understand— unable to find employment, but it is a problem which must
Members interjecting: be worked through. It is a problem which even the member
The SPEAKER: Order! for Elizabeth will acknowledge was not created by this
Mr BRINDAL: —that | am quite capable of speaking Government or necessarily by her Government. It is an
through you, Sir, and referring to members opposite as ‘youéndemic problem that seems to exist in Australian society at

in the collective term. present, and this and every other State and the Common-
Mr Atkinson: The plural of ‘you’ is ‘ye’; you should wealth have to work their way through it. We will try, and we
know that. are trying.
The SPEAKER: Order! | find it difficult to understand | do not know anyone who is working much harder than
the relevance of the last interjection or the necessity for itMinister Such or Minister Lucas to address that type of
The member for Unley. problem. What we seek is the cooperation, not the criticism,

Mr BRINDAL: The Leader of the Opposition referred to of the Opposition. Let us work on this jointly. Let us try to
only $3 million in the $1 billion education budget. He kept help create jobs. Let us not stand here and argy-bargy,
referring to shortfalls. I do not quite understand to which areanaking cheap political points, solely for the purpose of
he is referring. Perhaps a future speaker could explain. Th@aking the Opposition look good. This is a good budget. The
education budget in this State is funded largely from theéTreasurer and the Premier deserve credit for this budget.
recurrent expenditure of the State Government. While therEven the Leader of the Opposition, in one flash, admitted that
are some specific purpose grants, | have to inform— we were slightly ahead of the target which the Government

Ms Stevens interjecting: set itself upon its election. If nothing else, there is one

Mr BRINDAL: How many did the member for Elizabeth moment in his speech where he may well have been honest.
say? While there are some tied grants, they are hardly critic#lll | ask is that all members opposite be as honest and try to
to the functioning of the Government. Certainly, they will give credit where credit is due. Sure, they are entitled to
have an effect, but they will not have this absolutely cataeriticise where criticism is due, but | have not heard much
strophic effect that is predicted opposite. | invite the membelegitimate criticism from members opposite. | have heard
for Elizabeth or anyone with a background in education to saynuch fabrication. | have not heard much praise where praise
when the Labor Government even bothered to look at areas-is due. The Government deserves credit, and the Government

Ms Stevens interjecting: should get credit.

Mr BRINDAL: Yes. Well, | actually heard the member  The SPEAKER: The honourable member’s time has
for Elizabeth, Sir. | know that | should not listen, but the expired.
member for Elizabeth said that they all went to school over
there. | thought that the member for Elizabeth would realise  Mr ANDREW (Chaffey): | am pleased to support this
that that is one of the problems with education: everyone hasill. I would like to give an overview of the budget by saying
been to school and everyone thinks they know more about takes a very fair and responsible path in addressing the
education than the professionals. | would have thought thddrown Liberal Government's prime objective of debt
she would give her profession enough credit not to make sudteduction, economic growth and delivery of quality and
an inane comment, which | think teachers would findaffordable Government services, based on sound, economic
insulting. reform. The Government continues to deliver responsible

The Leader of the Opposition spoke about the retentio@conomic management to this State, and this budget main-
rate. He claimed that in the day of his Government thdains the Government’s four year debt reduction strategy and
retention rate was reduced from 92 to 71 per cent. | will nosavings target outlined in its first budget in power in 1994.
dispute those figures, but | ask this House what that proves. The performance of last year’s budget clearly indicates
Perhaps it proves that, when his Party was in Governmenthat this State Government has continued to successfully
there was so little work out there that no-one in year 12 hadontrol the State debt, and really we are on track for the first
any choice but to go back and do year 13. Perhaps the fabtidget surplus of approximately $10 million for 1997-98.
that the retention rate has dropped suggests that there arbe Government has achieved this by eliminating the
more youth in employment now than there were then. overspending inherited from the previous Government, a

Mr De Laine: No, it doesn't. figure of more than $300 million per year as an annual deficit

Mr BRINDAL: All I am asking the member for Price is as a result of totally irresponsible management at the time.
exactly what that retention rate proves. With many members This fair and reasonable budget, after 2% years of sound
on this side, | am all for people staying at school longerfinancial management, now appropriately will allow for the
provided in their staying at school there is a positive benefitinclusion of an injection of additional funds into health,
both to themselves and to society. | do not believe thaeducation, youth unemployed and community services. This
staying to year 12 is necessarily any virtue at all unless thadditional spending will facilitate the delivery of valuable
education they are getting is relevant, unless it is providingommunity programs and, in so doing, address areas of
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identified need which will improve the future prospects of theof the Opposition continues to say, ‘No, it is not a good idea.’
people of this State, without generally resorting to borrowingHow many calculators did he need, when looking at the
to fund the current day-to-day expenditure of this Statebudget papers, to add up that, in terms of what we have
Against expenditure increases in health, education analready outsourced, we are saving about $40 million a year.
welfare, overall current outlays, | recognise, are expected tt is unbelievable that the Opposition cannot and will not
decrease in real terms by about 2.3 per cent as the Goveraecept, or does not have the knowledge or the basic nous to
ment implements these reforms in the public sector and getsderstand, the benefits that this outsourcing is bringing to
on with the task of boosting economic development in thighis State.
State. | understand that the budget papers forecast the net debtThe commitment to restructuring the State’s economy is
to fall to 20.3 per cent of gross State product by the end oflearly illustrated by the budget. | reiterate that South
this coming financial year, down from a record— Australia continues to be one of the lowest taxing States in
Mr Foley interjecting: the nation—23 per cent below Victoria and 26 per cent below
Mr ANDREW: When we came to power we inherited a New South Wales. Members should bear in mind that there
public sector debt from the honourable member’s mob on thare no new taxes in the budget, other than adjustments to the
other side of over 28 per cent, and that was only three to fougaming machines tax structure which are already in place. We
years ago. We cannot forget that we inherited other things antinue to provide incentives for export growth and to
well. We inherited not only the debt but unfunded superanrefocus the structure of this State’s economy to maximise and

nuation was also spiralling out of control. capitalise the benefits of the export potential in respect of our
Mr D.S. Baker: It was $4.4 billion. northern neighbours. Payroll tax concessions for extra exports
Mr ANDREW: Yes, $4.4 hillion, increasing at something are also assisting in this area. We are also ensuring that

like $200 million a year. Not only— regulation and administration do not unnecessarily hold back
Mr D.S. Baker: Absolutely disgraceful! business.

Mr ANDREW: As the member for MacKillop says, itis The Government will continue to ensure that the costs of
disgraceful. Not only did we inherit a cupboard with a bareoperating a business in this State are below those of other
bone but we inherited a cupboard with a poison bone that waareas in Australia; they are currently 5 per cent below the
literally degrading everyone in this State who took a sniff ofnational average. If you add our low tax status figure to the
it. This Government's financial strategy will include eliminat- latest industrial dispute figure of only 28 days lost per 1 000
ing that unfunded superannuation by the year 2024, and wemployees compared with the national average of 79 days,
are on track to do that because of the economic managements clear that the Government priorities in these areas are
produced by this Government over the past 2% years. | aldoeing achieved, they are working, the benefits are being
mention that we will reduce the gross State product of oupassed onto business and successful growth is being
debt to about 16 per cent by the turn of the century, and | wilachieved. That situation has been expounded by my col-
come to that in a moment. leagues this evening in terms of fully illustrating this State’s

Asset sales have been a significant factor in the delgrowth as the highest in the nation in the most recent ABS
reduction strategy. To date, over $1 600 million of asset saldigures for the past two quarters and for the past 12 months.
have been realised, and these funds have gone directly into Mr Foley interjecting:
reducing the State’s debt, with an amount of about Mr ANDREW: | point out to the member for Hart that
$300 million expected for this coming financial year. Thethose figures are undisputed and could not have been matched
Government has made it clear all along that proceeds frory his predecessors in this place. | now turn to the areas that
the sale of State assets will go towards a reduction of thaffect my electorate, and | will focus on the direct and
State debt, and not in an attempt to balance the curremtdirect benefits that will be achieved. | believe that constitu-
expenditure. | congratulate the Treasurer and the Assents and businesses in the electorate of Chaffey will welcome
Management Task Force on their very successful achievsome of the issues and aspects of the budget. In particular, |
ment in these asset sales. mention the injection of capital in terms of capital infrastruc-

I alluded to public sector debt which is projected to fall toture, because the previous Government over the 13 years that
16 per cent of the gross State product (the lowest on record)was in power literally left the electorate of Chaffey in a
and which is in line with Government strategy to achieve ardrought in terms of capital injection. The sum of $5 million
economically competitive State. Another key objective hawill be spent on the redevelopment of Glossop High School.
been for the reduction of the public sector work force, withThe first phase of the project will commence by the end of
the five year targeted reduction firmly on track. A reductionthis year.
of 12 400 full-time equivalent public sector employees will ~ Mr Foley interjecting:
be achieved by the end of five years up to 1997. Additionally, Mr ANDREW: Yes, exactly, but bear in mind that the
privatisation of Government commercial businesses ha$5 million for the Glossop High School redevelopment will
resulted in another 1 100 people moving to the private sectoinclude development of a two stage campus in Berri to allow
Millions of dollars have been saved through outsourcing oft to tap into and share TAFE resources. The sum of $336 000
Government services, yet we heard all this claptrap from thevill be spent to establish a child care facility at Renmark,
Leader of the Opposition tonight— which was identified as an area of high need by the National

Mr Foley interjecting: Child Care Strategy, and centre based child care facilities will

Mr ANDREW: The member for Hart is sanctioning the commence shortly.
claptrap his Leader presented tonight. The Opposition will As announced in the budget, $110 000 of $1.2 million
not even consider, condone or understand the merits dfom the SA Water Corporation will be used to commence
outsourcing and letting the private sector do the job moretage one of the Monash extension to the Berri irrigation area.
efficiently. We have achieved savings with our outsourcingrhis is fundamentally important in terms of the good work
in terms of management, whether it be in the areas of healtlvhich has gone into the potential irrigation expansion in the
and water management or transport operations. The Lead&overnment highland irrigation areas at Berri and which has



Tuesday 4 June 1996 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 1671

been well promoted and is currently being sold by thecapital injection from the State Government. The tendering
Riverland Development Corporation. This will provide process is now in place with the preferred tenderer guarantee-
specific drainage and pumping infrastructure and will be ofng that the project is on track and that it will happen. As to
direct assistance to potential investors to develop an additiorwapital infrastructure benefits to the Riverland, | have to
al 2 000 hectares of irrigation development in the Monaskacknowledge thankfully the $15.2 million allocated for the
North area adjacent to Berri. An amount of $17.3 million hasupgrade of Adelaide Airport. During this financial year this
been allocated for the Berri bridge; | will reserve my remarkswill become clear and tangible to everyone in terms of the
on the bridge until the report is brought down by the Publicextension of the runway.
Works Committee. Although this is private sector funding, Members interjecting:
the State Government has given a commitment for the bridge 1, ANDREW: | am sure the member for Peake will
to proceed, which is absolutely welcomed by my electoratemintain a close interest in it. As | have said often in this
Mr Lewis interjecting: _ place before, that is a valuable capital injection for businesses
Mr ANDREW: | thank the member for Ridley because i, chaffey, not only because of the increased tourist traffic
| assume his comments reflect all of my colleagues, who arg,yjj| pring to the State and the region but, more importantly
not only good but support each other, which is what the,nq more effectively, because of the bonuses it will bring to
Liberal Party and the Liberal Government are all about. The,ricultural producers in terms of direct, cheaper and more
sum of $2.4 million is going into the Cadell Prison redevelop-ficient market access to the northern markets for their fresh
ment and, although not directly within the electorate ofgit and vegetables. Not only will this involve cost savings
Chaffey, it impinges upon the value and contribution to the, ¢ aiso it will mean that their produce can get there in a
total electorate. It will be started off with about $1.7 million higher quality status, because they will be able to minimise
this financial year. The program will include significant i time required for transportation and meet the appropriate

fencing around the prison, a detection system, upgrading th@arket schedules by having that access through greater
effluent system and, importantly, a new accommodation aregjjities at Adelaide Airport.

for up to 45 prisoners. It will also establish development . .
o h . ) . | mentioned the Burra Road, and | want to reinforce the
opportunities for_the prison enterprise system, which will befact that this State Government is spending considerable sums
a worthwhile project at Cadell. | must make reference to th%
substantial efficiencies in the Correctional Services Depart-
ment that will be achieved by the end of the year. The, . : : : :
department expects that the cost of keeping a prisoner?@'s State through the creation of jobs. | will not list all the

: . ads, as time does not permit, but eight or 10 roads are
South Australia to be $18 000 less than it was three years agg,~ =’ ’ !
I also have to mention the capital works program withﬁ?“/o'ved’ for example, the Wallaroo to Port Wakefield Road

respect to the Morgan to Burra Road. | know that this Wi"and the Hawker to Orroroo Road, etc. In this financial year’s

interest you, Mr Speaker, as an ongoing project becausegeﬁg?iztl %;%tsl of about $13 million will be spent on rural
further $4 million will be spent in the current year. | have '

talked much about that project in this place before because | Want to mention a couple of other programs from the
of its value to the total South Australian economy angPudget that are having a direct benefit to the Riverland. In the

particularly to my electorate in terms of being a valuable linkKickstart for Youth Program, an additional $250 000 will be

to the Riverland. The sealing of the road means that thiflected, and 70 per cent of all participants in the 15 to 19 age
Riverland will become very much a national hub angdroup in this program have been getting jobs. Itis a valuable
transport corridor for both tourism and cargo in terms ofProgram, and I commend the Treasurer, the Government and

interstate transport east and west and north and south acrd€ Minister for continuing this program and for ensuring that
the nation. it Is reinforced.

The sum of $4 million will also be provided for rehabilita- ~ There is also a new pilot program called the Regional
tion of irrigation infrastructure in the Loveday division of the Labour Exchange Program in which the Riverland will
Cobdogla irrigation area. This project involves the replaceparticipate, as part of the $150 000 injection. This program
ment of the degraded open and inefficient water channd$ designed to increase employment opportunities while
system. Last financial year the State Government provideﬂ]eeting seasonal labour shortages in horticulture, viticulture
$5 million for rehabilitation. Not only will this project and related industries. It will operate at a regional location,
increase the productivity of the horticultural area but it will On a pilot basis this year, and will serve as a direct assistance
provide increased potential capacity for extra irrigationto coordinate labour shortages and requirements in the
expansion, as well as reducing drainage and improving thRiverland’s horticultural production area. | commend the
environmental bonuses to the total Murray River system. Minister for Employment, Training and Further Education in

I now refer to the allied bonus to the Riverland and thethis area. Unfortunately, time has not permitted me to go into
income that will be put into the area. In respect of thesome of the other benefits that this budget will bring in a
Blanchetown bridge, although federally funded, aboufroader sense. | wanted to comment on the education and
$8 million this year will be expended through the State tohealth arenas, but time does not permit. | will therefore use
replace that bridge. Further, $6.5 million will go into the other opportunities as required.
initial first stage of infrastructure provision to provide for the  In brief summary, this budget is a sound and responsible
Riverland’s filtered water scheme that will ultimately be one. It is part of a continuing effort aimed at restoring the
provided from 1998. confidence of the community, of the business sector and of

Mr Becker interjecting: our trading partners overseas that the Government has turned

Mr ANDREW: This infrastructure is required initially, around the economic structure of this State, with sound
and not before time, as the member for Peake rightly saygconomic management and determination. It is being
because Riverland residents have long awaited pure filterachderstood, accepted and appreciated by this State and those
water in major Riverland towns. This expenditure is the firstvhom | have mentioned and, because of this, South Australia

ent that these country road sealing programs will bring to
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as a whole is now moving strongly ahead. | congratulate the Mr FOLEY: | do not need it in front of me. It is on the
Treasurer and the Government on this budget. public record. Dean Brown called for significant public cuts.
He said that Canberra should cut its cloth the same way as the
The Hon. R.G. KERIN (Minister for Primary States have done.

Industries): | move: Members interjecting:

That the time for moving the adjournment of the House be Mr FOLEY: The member for Hartley says, ‘What is
extended beyond 10 p.m. wrong with that?’ If the honourable member knew anything

Motion carried. about budgetary policy—and he clearly does not—he would

o ) ] ) know that a fair proportion of the money comes in direct

Mr FOLEY (Hart): This is another interesting episode state tied grants or in general purpose grants and allocations
in Government backbenchers’ receiving their notes from theg the States. If Canberra is to cut its expenditure, you can
Premier’'s speech writers, simply coming into the Chambefest assured that the States will receive the significant cuts.
and espousing the Governmentline. Itis always very usefulfhe Minister for Employment, Training and Further Educa-
and we know how it works: the Premier's minders quicklytion is waging daily battles with his Federal colleague,
prepare the dot points, the details of the budget, whack ienator Vanstone, to stop these cuts, and the Minister for the

around to all the patsies— Environment and Natural Resources is in dispute with the
Members interjecting: Federal Minister responsible for the environment over
The SPEAKER: Order! budgets cuts. Itis happening right across the portfolio breadth

Mr FOLEY: —who will simply get up there and espouse of this Government, but why? It is because the Premier of this
the Government line. | do not want this to be aState, probably the first Premier in the history of Federation
confrontationalist contribution from me tonight, but it is said, ‘Please cut. We think you should cut.’

important that we clear up a few points. What has concerned ag we get closer to budget time, this Government will
me about this budget is that it lacks honesty and a degree gfart to panic and realise the impact that this will have.
decency from the Premier. We all know what will happen inGovernment members were all happy to say before the
August when Peter Costello brings down his first budget thalg|ection that we needed the great John Howard to be elected.
by his own expressed intention, will remove $4 billion from Even shortly after the election they were espousing the
recurrent expenditure this year and $4 billion next year—angirtues of a John Howard Government, but they are all a bit
such a significant proportion of our State’s budget moneyguiet now, because the cuts are coming, the unpopular stuff
come via Canberra. is coming, and the pain is coming to this State, courtesy of
The Premier and Treasurer of this State should have con/yhn Howard at the invitation of Dean Brown. What an
into this Chamber with a bit of honesty, decency andabsurd situation! The Government’s tactics leave a big
openness. They should have said that this budget was basggestion mark as to what the Premier is attempting to achieve
on the available figures, that it was predicated on then his relationship with Canberra, but | suspect that John
numbers—the forward estimates—that were provided to thgjoward is loving it. In Dean Brown, John Howard has the
Government last year. The Government should have said thgérfect Premier.
it had endeavoured to deliver a budget that could work within - g5 me of the numbers in the budget are very concerning.

those parameters. However, along V\{lth every O'Fhe“rhe Government's budget forecast for economic growth in
Australian, we know that Peter Costello will deliver signifi- g4\ ,ith Australia in the forthcoming year is 2.75 per cent, and
cant State budget cuts in August this year, so it may bge )| know that we need a bare minimum of 3 per cent, if
necessary to bring in a revised budget. But not the Premig{o: cjoser to 3.5 to 4 per cent, to make any inroads into
and the Deputy Premier. unemployment. We have unemployment locked up above
Members interjecting: 9 per cent. This budget predicates economic growth consider-
Mr FOLEY: | do not give a hoot what Bob Carr does. | ably below 3 per cent. Therefore, there will be no dent in
amlworrleq about thls.State, and what this Premier can nev@imployment out of this budget. Frankly, all members in this
do is take it on the chin. He always has to blame somebody|ace should be concerned about the quality of this budget in

else. terms of its ability to generate jobs and to stimulate economic
Members interjecting: growth. It is a budget that lacks imagination. It is a phoney
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Becker): Order! The budget, because it is predicated upon a set of assumptions that

member for Mitchell will get his turn. even my seven year old knows will not be the real picture

Mr FOLEY: Thank you, Sir, for your protection. | will come August this year when the Federal budget is delivered
excuse the member for Mitchell because has a few guests by the new Prime Minister and the new Treasurer in
the gallery tonight and it is important that he looks as thouglCanberra. Quite frankly, the Premier and the Treasurer of this
he is performing, but I will ignore him. The Premier’s whole State should have had a bit of decency and come forward and
approach since the Howard Government was elected has beerade that very clear to South Australians before they brought
quite silly, given his move to call on Canberra to cut thedown this irrelevant budget.

States and to cut the States hard. Slttlng ovgr there in Another aspect of the budgetthat gives me great concern
Canberra, John Howard must have said to his minders, ‘Ge$ the performance of SA Water. It will be contributing a

me a copy of that transcript. | cannot believe that a Statgeasonable dividend to the budget again this year. | look
Premier has actually invited us to cut.’ That is what theforward to the Estimates Committees when | will endeavour
Premier of this State did: he called on Canberrato cut.  to get further behind the veil of secrecy and the walls that

Members interjecting: have been erected to keep inquiring minds out of SA Water.
Mr FOLEY: Excuse me. He called, and if you do not Some elements of SA Water are very relevant to this budget,
have the media copy in front of you— for instance the whole outsourcing contract which the

Mr Caudell: Neither have you. Minister for Infrastructure has entered into and which
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effectively signed away our water to French and British Mr FOLEY: As | said earlier, the member for Mitchell
interests for the next 20 years. also needs to frustrate this, because members opposite do not
It was an extraordinary coincidence that, on the day beforke what they hear. The financial impact of SA Water on the
the budget was brought down, we had the Auditor-General’budget bottom line is significant. This report is littered with
report relating to the concerns expressed in writing by theriticisms of the way in which the process was handled. It
Leader of the Opposition to the Auditor-General and thenakes the point:
request that he inquire into the events of 4 October. Given the On the basis of an objective analysis, in the opinion of Audit this
absolute enormous impact on the budget bottom line by SAvas areal risk and could not be described as a fanciful or far-fetched
Water, it is important that we look a little more closely at thisPOssibility.
report because, if we had believed the Minister for InfrastrucThat was the whole issue that was raised in respect of SA
ture and his supporters around the Chamber as they joined Water which, as we know, has a significant impact on the
the pre-rehearsed chorus that this report had absolved tfieancial bottom line of this State. The Auditor-General said
department and everyone in the Government regarding ithat the concerns of the Opposition were not fanciful or far-

handling of 4 October in respect of the— fetched. | can find other moments to debate this in more
Mr Caudell interjecting: detail, but it is important to link this back to the budget,
Mr FOLEY: | will read the first line, then | will read a because the budget receives about $50 million to $60 million
number of lines. from the dividends of SA Water.

Mr EVANS: Mr Acting Speaker, | rise on a point of The report is critical of the procedures. The procedures of
order. | understood that we were debating the budget. 4 October, on becoming known, created a perception that
wonder what the events of 4 October have to do with a budgétave rise to public concern, and this circumstance should be
that deals with the next 12 months. guarded againstin the future. The reality is that this report is

The ACTING SPEAKER: The honourable member was Critical of the process. It states that no criminality or corrup-
linking his remarks to parts of the budget and, no doubt, h&ion was found, but the report significantly criticises the—
will do that again. Mr Caudell interjecting:

Mr FOLEY: Thank you, Sir. | am used to it. When | am Mr FOLEY: Sure, that could be.found. Itis a qualified
criticising the Premier, one of the wets jumps to their fee@SSurance on all the evidence provided.
with a point of order and, when | am questioning the Minister _ Theé DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member for
for Infrastructure, one of the dries jumps to their feet. It is allCaudell is participating too much in the debate.
part of a spoiling tactic. This is very important, because the  MrFOLEY: Itwas necessary to make that contribution.
financial contribution of SA Water to the budget is a signifi-That report has been in the public domain for one week and

cant budget line and one that deserves scrutiny. | want to get some important points on the record and, most
Mr Caudell interjecting: appropriately, link my remarks back to the budget.

Mr FOLEY: | will. The first sentence talks about Mrggllj_ollzeYll.in\t(erjecting: o ike. but |
relevancy. It is important that this report be considered as a_ "' - You can grumble as you like, but | am on

whole, not line by line. It states a number of things. It stated"Y, feet delivering a speech which is clearly within the
that there was no criminality or corruption found, but— guidelines of parliamentary debate. Coming back to th_e
Mr Caudell interjecting: budget, what have we seen? We had the Deputy Premier

] A .. today admitting that we have 24-hour police stations which
Mr FOLEY: No, but I have said this report states that it e not open 24 hours. Has anyone heard a more ludicrous

was found, as best as is practicably possible, that there w - .
no criminal activity or corruption in the events that surround-%(;n zrzeaégro 21 Zrl\éltlirgﬁtser;g? i?(/j;eviorrg? :r? etgﬁ svf;eﬁgvy:ﬁgm
ed 4 October. There is no argument with that. But what els pen all the tFi)me’ Frahkly we have severe shortages of

does it say? The report states: - - .
] ) police. We have many fewer police now than when this
055 a1t being Undanaken in-a logidiative vastim, i Ihe aendgvernment came o office.
rocess are peing un . . . . P
Itohatinthis State t%e rules associated \Q/Jvith this process have not been 1 1€ Fire Brigade is under threat. There is the distinct
publicly developed and endorsed. This is not to suggest a criticisr@0ssibility that, if the wages increase that the firefighters are
of the RFP approach to contracting associated with the SA Wateattempting to negotiate is passed onto the budget, it will see
outsourcing project or, for that matter, any other project, itis simplygnother 81 positions go, so we will have fewer firefighters in
a statement of fact. the front line courtesy of this Government and its budget.
That is one of the very interesting facts that are broughtto the As regards the schools and hospitals sectors, it depends on
reader’s attention in this report. Following that line, it statesivhich inflation rate is used to measure inflation and the
In essence, the public legislative machinery of Government hasumbers that are taken into account. The Government's
not kept pace with the market practices required of Government tincrease in spending in those areas is quite illusory, particu-
achieve— larly as nearly 50 per cent of the health budget is Common-
Mr CAUDELL: | rise on a point of order, Mr Deputy wealth money channelled through the States. It is ridiculous
Speaker. | draw your attention to the relevance of thao suggest that that budget will sustain itself in August. If the
argument of the member for Hart. We are supposed to bEederal Government is to cut anywhere, it will certainly take
debating the Appropriation Bill, not the Auditor-General’s the axe to health.
report on SA Water. As | said earlier, a bit of honesty from this Government
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: | take the honourable would have gone along way. But why be honest when it can
member’s point of order. | have only just assumed the Chaisset itself up to blame the Federal Government for whatever
At the outset of the debate | reminded members that this wall is put on this State? The reality is that this Government is
not a broad-ranging grievance debate but a debate specificaliaving to learn with a Federal Government in Canberra that
to follow the subject of the Appropriation Bill. Perhaps the will make decisions which it does not like and which will
member for Hart will follow that instruction. impact on this State.
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Welcome to the real world. The naive comments on thée an effective alternative Government. | rather wish it was
eve of the election and the naive comments post-electioan alternative Government and not an Opposition. What we
about the great benefits of the Howard Liberal Governmenteard tonight was continuous opposition. In its last stages of
are clearly just that: naive. John Howard will take a signifi-Government it was a failed Government, and tonight
cant axe to this State’s economy. When members opposite sitembers opposite have shown themselves to be a failed
in the halls of the Liberal councils in the months ahead an®pposition. Members opposite could not stick to the text of
rub shoulders with the famous Senator Amanda Vanstone arblis budget.
others, they should make it very clear that this State is They had to go outside South Australia; they had to go and
hurting. blame Canberra. They had to make Nostradamus predictions

Mr Caudell interjecting: and tell us what might and might not happen. They did not

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable stick to the point. I, too, have gone outside South Australia.
member for Mitchell is doubly out of order, for interjecting | bring to the attention of the House an article from the
from the gallery. Australian Financial Reviewf Friday 31 May 1996. What

Mr FOLEY: Triply out of order, Sir, had we caught what does theFinancial Reviewhave to say about the State
he actually said, but even for the member for Mitchell 1budget? The article’s title is ‘South Australia on track for
would not dare to earn him the wrath of the good Senatotbudget surplus’, by Simon Jemison—not a South Australian,
This budget is a disappointing budget. It is disappointing fomot notes from the Government, as the member for Hart has
the fact that it is not a budget built on honesty. It was abeen saying in his contribution. The article states:
budget built on deceit—which was unnecessary. We will S€€ - 1,06 years of assets sales and public sector retrenchments have

in August, when Peter Costello and John Howard take the axgut South’ Australia within reach of a modest $10 million budget
to State allocations when a whole raft of Government fundingurplus in 1997-98 and provided scope in the year ahead for a

is addressed, how the Premier and the Treasurer address fifg million program of grants and incentives to attract new
issue Investments to the State. The Brown Government’s third SA budget

. . released yesterday builds on the framework of its four-year debt and
With respect to my electorate, there is not a lot that we caBydget deficit reduction program released in 1994 with a 1 per cent
be thankful for. We have fewer police now in Port Adelaidefall in outlays in 1996-97 and a forecast budget deficit of

than we had before; we will probably have fewer ﬁreﬁghtersgsGO million. Lower interest costs through debt reduction and a major
verhaul of public sector including the exit of 15 000 public servants

we may well have fewer ambulance operators; and Wﬁw the past five is expected to lead to a balanced budget 1997-98 and
certainly have fewer teachers. | suspect that we have fewggogest surpluses until the turn of the century.

anything that is directly associated with the State
Government. That is very sad, because electorates such
mine need the support of Governments, but they are n
receiving it.

Schools in my electorate need more teaching staff an
more resources. We need to give those children in m

community a real chance to make it in this world. Quite

frankly, they are not getting that opportunity becausegan go on like that forever—no-one. It is a little like someone
Governments are looking at education, particularly in area L;ylng ahouse on bndgt;ng finance lflor &IO y(ra]ars. Theylfahn do
such as mine, without the respect and without the support th&©" ontehor two ye?hrs:[ tﬁt eventually tf eyth ave 1o tshe thelr
they should have. As the local member whose children go tgresehn Home SO haf ey an pay for hegnﬁ _C?y ﬁve
school in that community, it pains me that there are feweP°Ught. However, the former Government had the idea that

teachers today than there were just 12 months ago. | on%could go on with a budget deficit forever. Whenever it got

fe are on track. Hard decisions had to be taken. No-one
oubted that we had to make some hard decisions, and we
ave; we have not run away from them. We cannot go on
gudget deficits forever. You cannot apply Keynesian
conomics forever. When we came to power in 1993, 28 per
ent of Gross State Product went to finance the debt. No-one

hope that the Government will see reason in the month to trouble it renegotiated the loan. You cannot do that. It

ahead, following the August budget and perhaps even in thi°€S not work in the Io_ng term, and we know that it did not
framing of the next budget (if we have not had an election itV0k for South Australia. _

between) to think very seriously about service delivery, AS commentators have said, we have now put the
particularly in areas such as mine, and those of my colleagu@sonomy back on track. The decisions we have had to take
on this side of the House, and areas in other parts of the Stafeé@ve not been easy. They have not been made without pain
These are areas where increased services are required. @ec0st. No-one has said that they could have been—they
need the Government to deliver good quality services wher@ever are—but we are getting this State back to the position

they are in most need and not simply withdraw them at afvhere we can say we have a future. We are getting to the
ever increasing rate. point where we are attracting investment to the State, where

manufacturing again is playing a key role and where exports
Mr SCALZI (Hartley): |supportthe Appropriation Bill. ~are beginning to bring back dividends. That is what it is all

| understand why the member for Hart and members opposi@bout. You cannot have welfare without wealth; you must
say that this is a disappointing budget. It is a disappointin(jlave wealth creation before you can distribute it. You have
budget from the point of view of members of the Labor Party}to make the cake before you can cut it. To go on predictions
because they expected something that they could criticis@f what will happen in the Federal budget and what might
They expected something to have gone wrong so they coul@ppen next year and so on is just nonsense, with hypotheses
say, ‘Look, we told you so.’ If we look at the budget from the about matters which do not exist or which are beyond our
point of view of the South Australian economy and the Soutreontrol. You have to deal with the present and what is within
Australian public and in terms of the future of Southyour parameters. We have done so within the State param-
Australia, it is on track. That is what it is all about. | believe eters, and | believe that we are on track.
that we need an Opposition. | believe that we need the |welcome back the focus on health and education in this
Chamber in the other place. | support all aspects of Goverrbudget. No-one can doubt that we have given health and
ments and our democratic process. | believe that there mustiucation a priority again—an increase of $90 million extra
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allocated to health; an extra 20 000 admissions in the past twaenefit not only for this generation but for the next. In order
years, with a further 3 000 next year; an extra $39 million forto do that, you must get the economics right.
major building works at the Royal Adelaide Hospital and | believe that we have done so. You have to plan for a
Lyell McEwin General Hospital; plus major equipment reduction of the debt. You have to plan for an eventual budget
purchases and information technology projects. surplus so that you can have the resources and flexibility to
Health is a priority for this Government, but it cannot be meet the demands of a changing world, because it is certainly
treated as a priority unless you have the funds and tha changing world, and you cannot go back and depend on
organisation to make sure that things can happen. Let us lieynesian budget deficit economics: it does not work. Even
realistic. Members opposite have gone on about whateynes would tell you, if you sat around in a seance and tried
happened with SA Water and EDS. They have been nitpicko work out his theory, that it does not work when you abuse
ing; they have been picking up the crumbs and throwing await. It has been abused in the past.
the loaves. How dare they pick on those micro-aspects of Members opposite talk about school closures and so on.
contracts and so on when they blew it and sold off the wholé.et us consider as percentages the number of school closures
State! It is about time that they put things into perspective anéffected by the previous Government. | can tell you what
focused on what can be done. This Government is getting tHeappened in my electorate to the Payneham Primary School,
State back on track not only for this generation but for theSt Morris Primary School, Trinity Gardens Primary School
next. and Campbelltown High School, my former school. They
Other capital works in the health area that have beewere amalgamated. The simple fact is that, with an ageing
announced under this budget are a $30 million rehabilitatiopopulation and a low fertility rate, those sorts of structural
facility for general hospitals ($6 million in 1996-97); a changes do take place. | am not blaming the former Govern-
$5.6 million 40-bed psychiatric unit at Queen Elizabethment for closing those schools. The realities were that the
Hospital ($3.2 million); and a $2.1 million helipad for the numbers were not there, and the process that took place then
Royal Adelaide Hospital, which will be of great benefit in will take place now but in a more refined way involving more
emergency cases. Three capital works projects will beommunity consultation. There is not a hit list of schools, as
privately financed: a $50 million private hospital at Flinderssome members opposite would want us to believe, with
Medical Centre ($28 million in 1996-97); a $19 million schools being closed without consultation: that is not the case.
redevelopment of the Port Augusta Hospital ($12.2 million);  We are trying to deal with the falling birth rate, the decline
and a new $23.4 million hospital and community healthin population and the ageing population. We are trying to
centre at Mount Gambier. encourage a greater migration to this State and to get people
So much for the criticism of members opposite that theo come back to South Australia, to reinvest, and to see the
Government does not care about rural areas. They did nabst and competitive advantage and excellent lifestyle that we
mention those figures tonight, because it did not suit thenoffer South Australians and visitors to this State. The Leader
They are trying to give us doom and gloom and tell us whabf the Opposition claims that the budget is a fraud because
might or might not happen by focusing on something whichit takes no account of likely Federal spending cuts. He says
is not within the realm of this budget, that is, what happenshat Dean Brown must be the only politician in Australia who
in Canberra. Why do they not tell us what is going to happertannot see the locomotive coming. Obviously he must be a
on the New York Stock Exchange? Will members oppositdan of Cat Stevens and waiting for the peace train. You have
blame us for what happens on the New York Stock Exchangép create the climate to have economic peace.
or in Turin or Tokyo? Let us stick to reality. Be honest! In  Mr Caudell: Cat Stevens?
fact, members on this side did not believe that we could be Mr SCALZI: Cat Stevens. Let us stop pussyfooting
on track after such a short time of only two years. After all,around and get on with it. The Premier is on the same train
we are only a toddler Government, only 2¥2 years old, and was New South Wales Labor Premier Bob Carr. The New
have learnt to walk and talk—and, in some cases, run—an8outh Wales Government introduced its budget last week
have put the State back on track. Members opposite shoulgithout making any allowance for Federal cuts. The
admit that, as the commentators have. Victorian and Western Australian Governments have done
I would like to focus on a few of the major objectives for the same.
education by the year 2001. There will be one computer for The States have made a submission to the Federal Audit
every five students by the end of the five-year plan. Classsommission stating that the Federal Government should deal
rooms are to be linked to the Internet and to have easy accesgth the Keating/Beazley $8 billion deficit by cutting its own
to information databases across the country and the world. Aprograms rather than the States’. Under the Hawke and
education network, which will allow teachers in one locationKeating Governments, Federal grants to the States declined
to provide quality distance education for students in anothdoy $8.9 billion, while the Federal Government's own
location, will increase subject choice for students in city andspending was increased by $1.5 billion. To assume that there
country schools. Speech pathologists and other specialistsfould be no cuts at the Federal level is to assume that there
will provide assistance to country students who currentlycan be no efficiencies at that level. What a hypocritical stance
have limited access to such services. Training and develope take! How can you say we must be efficient in one part of
ment programs will be offered to teachers in all schools withAustralia and not in another? How can we say we must be
particular benefits to teachers in remote country areas. Agaiefficient at the local level by getting councils together and
we are looking after country areas and the disadvantagedlooking at economies of scale, and how can we say we must
The Opposition, together with some of the leadership obe efficient at the State level and exempt the Federal
SAIT, has focused on class numbers. Perhaps that is @overnment from that efficiency? It just does not compute.
reflection on the 11 members opposite in this Chamber: it i¥ou have to be consistent. If efficiencies can be made, they
as difficult to control a small class as it is a large classmust be made.
However, let us not make generalisations. We must think of No-one from this side of the House has said we must cut
the future and try to put in place things which will be of essential services. No-one from this side of the House has
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said we must disadvantage the communities of Soutkvealth will be protected for South Australia and that the
Australia. In fact, the Premier and the Ministers have put thepecific purpose grants only will be affected. The Liberal
cases for South Australia very strongly. No-one has promote@overnment thereby infers that the special purpose grants are
the Adelaide Airport runway and the Alice Springs to Darwin the province of the Federal Government and have little to do
railway more than our Premier, and we would welcomewith the State. The obvious intention is to blame their Federal
support from the Opposition when it comes to standing up fot.iberal Government colleagues for cuts in program. There-
South Australia. fore, this Liberal Government is trying to create the impres-
The Leader of the Opposition also claims that educatiorsion that the special purpose grants are the cream on the cake
spending has increased little in real terms and that thef Government spending and that their cuts will not make a
Government has failed to provide for teacher pay increasefnt of difference to the people of South Australia.

The budget increases education spending by $27 million in - Government members know that is not true and the South
real terms, and that is after inflation. That is not bad after 2%aystralian public will know that is not true when the Federal
years, considering that the State was on its economic kneegovernment brings down its budget. For example, page 243
Thatis not bad for a State that did not appear to have a futurgy the Budget Estimates and Receipts of Payments states that
There is now confidence in the community. People know thahe Commonwealth special purpose grant is listed for public
the hard decisions have taken place; they can see the benefisusing in an amount of $51 548 000. That amount is 62 per
are coming, and they will come because this State is undefent of the total recurrent receipts, 62 per cent of the source

sound economic management. _ of funds for the whole of the Department of Housing and
That is what it is all about. You must get your house inUrban Development.

order. Do not blame the Federal Government budget, which o jyteresting aspect is that the budget estimates a
might or might not cut certain aspects of funding. The budgeis per cent increase in real terms in Commonwealth special

makes no changes to class sizes and would not lead to a erpose grants in this area on the basis that the grant has been

increase in the already publicly announced number Ofjqin previous years and it is now that the Commonwealth

possmltet stcho%I closures. ThetL(tar?c![er:s statteThenth WItill catch up with it. Pollyanna was never more optimistic
respect to teachers: pay suggests thal hé wants the SOVEIy 4 this current Government. | will read from the Budget
ment to cave into union demands for increases much h'gh?—rinancial Statement regarding that increase:

than the 12 per cent offered. The budget makes provision to

meet the 12 per cent offer. The Minister for Education and _ Funding of $89 million is expected in 1996-97, up by
Children’s Services has increased his offer. 15.9 per cent in real terms on 1995-96. This increase in real funding

. ._reflects a return to more ‘usual levels’ of funding. Funding in

I am the first person to defend teachers. | am the firsiggs.96 was down by 9.6 per cent in real terms on 1994-95,
person to acknowledge the work done by teachers in difficulteflecting the impact of the provision of additional funding in
circumstances. | am supportive of teachers, but we must pE992-93 and 1993-94 from the scheduled allocations in 1994-95 and

realistic. The State cannot afford a Federal award. It would995-96, as well as lack of real terms indexation.

be irresponsible to cave in and grant that Federal awardthis current Government is expecting the Commonwealth to
Education is a State responsibility. It must be dealt with undefeverse previous decisions and give it an increase in funding
State institutions. The Minister for Education and Children’sin the housing area. This is in the climate where the new
Services has been willing to compromise: SAIT should do therederal Liberal Government has abolished the Federal
same, instead of escaping from this arena to another, thinkir@epartment of Housing. It has turned its back on other
that it will get a better deal. Let us be realistic. Southaspects of housing and housing development and said that its
Australia has a cost competitive advantage. involvement is purely as a welfare program. It has dramatical-
Why should we deal with something at a Federal level thaly reduced the staff of the Department of Housing and
has traditionally been dealt with at a State level? Thencorporated that department into the Department of Social
competitive priorities of this Government are to make Soutlgervices.
Australia a competitive, low tax State, to SUPpOrt export | yoid like to have some confidence that the State
growth, to improve public sector efficiency, and to reduce red yinister for Housing will fight for this State; indeed, | would
tape and unnecessary regulation of business. People wj

h h i b e to know that the Minister has gone to Canberra and stated
choose to come to South Australia because labour Costs i, case for South Australia with the Minister for Social

© per cent bglc?w n\e}tiona}l aveJage, el capitataxationis  genyices, Senator Jocelyn Newman. | would like to think that
23 per cent below Victoria and 26 per cent below New Southy,g \jinister has argued astutely and persuasively for special
Wales. Latest industrial dispute figures—and | congratulat§estment and has received a promise of a 15 per cent increase

the union movement—show 28 days lost in South Australia., aal terms: but | doubt it. | would like to think that he
per 1 000 employees compared with the national average Efould be prepared to stand up to the Federal Minister. He

79 days. » . ttacked the former Minister, Brian Howe, on the former
There are positive signs from the labour movement ot oyernment's Community and Nation Package, yet | have
cooperation to make this State a better place. Why not focYgeard no similar comment from him on the Federal Liberal
on that, get behind what | believe have been extraordinang oy erments current plans to abolish the Department of
achievements by this Government in 2% years, and suppqqousing_ | can only assume that he is happy with the
the future of South Australia. arrangements and | will look, with exceptionally great
Th; PE_PUTJ SPEAKER: Order! The honourable jnterest, at the housing provisions of the Federal Government.
member's time has expired. I now comment on the low level response by members of
the Government in supporting this budget. They have been
Ms HURLEY (Napier): The Liberal Government has Subdued and insipid when they have not been simply
dismissed our criticism of this budget's being a fraud. ItiNCompetent.
reiterates that the general purpose grants from the Common- An honourable member interjecting:
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Ms HURLEY: You must have been one of the incompe-The Liberal Government fails to mention in its budget that the

tent members. sale of assets will give this one off hit to the budget process
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The honourable and then provide nothing. In many cases it has cut off a
member is out of his place and out of order. valuable source of revenue. It is widely acknowledged that

Ms HURLEY: The member for Mitchell gave one of the the States now have limited revenue resources and that South
few impassioned moments. The problem is that his contribuAustralia is one of the hardest hit States in this respect. The
tion was riddled with mistakes and inconsistencies. Brown Government is breaking its neck to sell off ETSA, for

Mr Becker interjecting: example, yet ETSA is paying a dividend of $154.7 million

Ms HURLEY: Much better than | do. For example, he and the Government is also demanding a special dividend of
said that the Labor Party policy was to buy back all the asset55 million from the corporation.
sold by this Liberal Government. That is not now and never The Government is going for the short-term fix, but the
has been our policy. The member for Mitchell acknowledgedbtate may regret many of these actions in the future. We will
that it is no longer our policy but then went on to suggest thabe left with little revenue other than from taxes. If we want
this situation was likely to change; he did hamfisted calculato improve our infrastructure or build up other assets, we will
tions of what that meant for the State and that was a totallpave no recourse other than to raise taxes. This budget relies
irrelevant exercise. heavily on the revenue from gambling taxes, and in future we

The member for Mitchell also claimed, as did the Premiemay have to hope that South Australia becomes a State of
at Question Time today, that the Labor Opposition opposebkabitual smokers, gamblers and beer drinkers if we want to
all asset sales in blanket fashion. That is simply and obviousachieve anything.
ly not true. It did not oppose, for example, the sale of the |turn specifically to my electorate with regard to an issue
State Bank, the SGIC, the Pipelines Authority of Souththat had considerable airing today, that is, the reduction in
Australia, SAMCOR and various other small sell-offs, suchresources to the police in our State. The Elizabeth police
as shareholdings in AMDEL Ltd and Enterprise Investmentstation is one of those police stations that are supposed to
Ltd. offer 24-hour service, butitis not a service that is accessible

It was well known at the time of the last State election thato members of the public who want to go in there and talk to
the then Labor Government planned to sell the State Banfolice or report anything on a 24-hour basis. This is particu-
and SGIC and had negotiated a very advantageous deal wildrly concerning to me because people in my electorate use
the then Federal Government to receive over $600 million athe Elizabeth police station regularly. There have been a
part of this exercise. This Government has been the benefitumber of horrific incidents in my electorate, including
ciary of much of that money. When talking about asset saledirebombings for the second time in a street at 2 or 3 o’clock
it is useful to look at the partial list of asset sales in thein the morning, and other incidents. My constituents would
budget financial statement. | will run through some of themlike to know that they can go to the police station, walk in the
There is Bank SA, the Government shareholding in Amdetioor and report incidents.

Limited, the State Flora Nursery at Berri, Enterprise Invest- Members interjecting:

ments Limited, the State Clothing Corporation, State Printat Ms HURLEY: | want to protect their ability to go to the
Netley, thelsland Seawaythe Pipelines Authority of South police station if they need to. The current Government ran
Australia, SGIC, Austrust, State Fleet, the State Chemistrizeavily on law and order in the last election, promising
Laboratories and Marino Asphalt Depot and Sign Servicesncreased police resources, and we can see now what has
Major properties at 333 Collins Street, Melbourne and 9lhappened: police have been given reduced resources, the
King William Street, Adelaide are currently being preparedGovernment is trying to squeeze their pay, squeeze their
for sale. Other properties sold include Chesser House, thability to get out and do the job, and all the time claiming that
Myer Centre, the MacArthur Centre in Brisbane, the Terracghey have increased resources. It is absolute nonsense. It fools
Intercontinental, Qantas House and Elizabeth City Centraio-one, especially not the police and those people who try to
Other companies up for sale include Forwood Products andalk into Elizabeth police station but find the door shut.
SAMCOR,; Festival City Broadcasters is under review; there  One aspect of the budget that | would like to report being
are shacks throughout the State, and the ASER project amdhtirely happy about is the allocation for the construction of
Adelaide Casino are marked for eventual sale in regard to pattte Virginia pipeline. This has been a very long process, of
or all of those assets; and there are other surplus Departmemgcessity. It began and continued under Labor Governments
of Transport assets, the bulk loading plants and other surpland was supported by Federal Labor Better Cities money,
assets of the Ports Corporation. without which it would not have been possible. The State

It is useful to look at this long and impressive list of the Government likes to claim full credit for this project—
State’s investments that have now been realised and no longeaiturally—but most of the construction of the Virginia
exist. Where we have opposed asset sales we have donespeline is due to Federal Government Better Cities money
on practical and businesslike grounds. We oppose the sale afid also to the commitment of the Virginia growers in that
the whole of the State Government’s computing assets tarea. They are the people who formed the committee; they
EDS for a paltry $18 million. We would have opposed thehave committed themselves to a great deal of expenditure;
sale of this State’s water management if the Government haghd they have done a lot of work in ensuring that it gets done.
had the courage to bring it before Parliament. We opposed tHavould like to congratulate those growers who have worked
sale of our State’s health facilities such as Modbury Hospitato hard on the committee and committed their time and
because we do not agree with the sale of fundamental assetsoney to the construction of this pipeline, which will benefit

We believe that water, health and power are fundamentalot only the market gardeners themselves and our export
assets of the State, and we are not alone in that view. Thearkets but also the environment in that effluent from
people of South Australia agree with us, which is why theBolivar will not be put out to sea any longer.

Government has fought so hard to suppress the polling which One other aspect of the budget that | am happy about is the
shows the results of the survey on the sale of our water utilityprovision of a new school, which is called Smithfield East in
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the budget but which those of us who are local call Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): It is with more than
Craigmore. Craigmore is a growing area, and | am sure thareat pleasure that | rise tonight to support the Appropriation
the school there will be most welcome, particularly for theBill. Having been a member of the Government on two
Adams Road preschool which is in the vicinity. However, inprevious budget occasions and knowing how difficult those
saying that, | would also welcome a little more stimulationbudgets were to bring down, it is a real pleasure to see a
of the housing market from this Government. budget which is socially and economically responsible and
Although Craigmore is a growing area, the outer suburbgvhich deals with the major issues that were so inappropriate-
need much more stimulation in terms of housing starts, anty handed to us and the community of South Australia after
I have pointed out before the abysmal record of this GovernlO very hard years of Labor.
ment in terms of plummeting housing starts in this State. | | must say that | was quite surprised to see the increases
would like to see the Government commit more funds ton the two portfolio areas of education and health, because |
building public housing and to working with private develop- admit that | was a little worried about how we would go with
ers to stimulate more housing development in this area. Th&e debt reduction strategy, looking as we were for a surplus
Government, through the South Australian Urban Project8y the fourth year in office. | thought that was a rather
Authority, still owns quite a lot of land in this area, and aambitious task given the $10 billion total debt that we
joint development of the Golden Grove type would be a veryinherited from the previous Labor Government. We are
useful stimulus for the housing industry and the economyl8 months ahead in the debt reduction strategy, and we are
generally in this State. able to show that services which under Labor would have
In my electorate, | am extremely disappointed to see th@€come virtually non-existent, given that that Government
continuing low level of funding and resources for communitydid nothing about building a sustainable economy for South
services. This is not a caring and sharing Government by arfyustralia, can be supported. Indeed, we are now in a position
means. Family and Community Services is under great stre¥§1ere we can put $90 million of additional funding into
in my area, having to cope with its level of work, partly as ahealth. ) .
result of closure under previous budgets of various That will represent $1.67 billion worth of health budget
community and Government agencies such as Carelink ari@ South Australian taxpayers in the 1996-97 financial year,
the Para Districts Counselling Service. The long-term effectdNd that will allow 3 000 additional operations on top of a
of those closures are starting to be felt, and they will be fel20 000 increase in operations in South Australia last year,
over a long period, so | should like to see the GovernmengVen though th(_e Government had to re_fo_rm and restructure
reverse some of those changes because it is creating gréd health services. | commend the Minister, the staff, the
problems in my area. nurses and everyone who has been involved in that restructur-
Another program that has just been cut is the literacy9 PrOcess. It shows that through due diligence and initiative

program, which was undertaken at the Davoren Park1€S€issues can be addressed. . .
Community Centre. This was due to a Federal Government An additional $60 million will be put into education. It

cut. The Department of Education, Employment and Trainin%/iII be put into important areas such as additional speech
cut the funding to that program. athology hours for the children of South Australia who have

Mr Brokenshire: That was Keating's Government problems with literacy and need that assistance. It will also

o . be put into areas such as information technology, which was
Ms HURLEY: This current Government, as S00n as it ot most totally neglected under the previous Government. We

in, cutthe funding. have realised that this area is of absolute importance to future
Mr Brokenshire interjecting: generations, and | am delighted to see that money being put
Ms HURLEY: No, it wasn’t. The member for Mawson into that important area. | know the teachers in my electorate
is trying to tell me that it was the former Federal Governmentwill be very pleased to see that information technology
that cut the literacy program at Davoren Park Communityfunding coming through. It is such an important initiative.
Centre. That is not true. The directive came from the current  Clearly, there is now real evidence of gain from the tough
Minister, and it is just a sign of times to come as far as shend difficult decisions that we as members of Parliament on
is concerned. The Federal Government not only ceaséskhalf of our community had to make. | am delighted to see
funding the staff of this program but also backdated it tothat our community is reaping those gains and benefits sooner
April. This literacy program took Davoren Park Community than | ever thought they would.
Centre two years to develop. They trained the staff at their With regard to the environment, at the same time as
own expense and spent a great deal of time and efforkining in that debt and establishing a sustainable future we
working with TAFE to prepare the program for DEET. have been able to be proactive in the environment. We have
Literacy is particularly important. It is self-evident that now addressed the degradation of the Torrens River and the
literacy is very important these days in getting a job. ManyPatawalonga and a draft Bill relating to a new whole-of-State
people are left behind because their literacy skills are not uppproach to water resources will soon be put out for public
to scratch. The cutting of this program illustrates again thatliscussion. This Bill will enable catchment management
Liberal Governments really do not care about the disadvarauthorities to be set up right across the State to address issues
taged in our society and are just intent on an ideologicabf degradation and provide long-term water resources to our
program of cutting Government services for very little State.
financial gain to the Government. This is likely to be an | am pleased to see that over the past 12 months additional
ongoing project because the current Liberal Government iginding has been put into Noarlunga Health Services
also cutting funding to schools and not providing enoughncorporated to help assist those with mental health problems.
resources to our education sector. In terms of literacy know that the staff, under Paul Gardner, have done a fine
specifically, the Cornerstone project is greatly underjob in implementing the new mental health service in the
resourced, and many of the schools in my area use schosbuthern area. | also know that both the patients and the
services officers to help out with that program. families in the south have appreciated the opportunity of
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having those very good services on their doorstep so that they We hear the Opposition talking about the fact that we have
can keep in contact with their families. cut policing. We have not cut policing at all. We have
Also, it has been announced that there will be arestructured and reformed and started to bring policing into
$50 million expansion to the Flinders Medical Centre tothe twenty-first century. That is something that Labor failed
provide a 100 private bed hospital in tertiary care. In timefo do. We have more operational police on the beat than was
that expansion will benefit all health services in the soutithe case under Labor. We do not have qualified police
because it will allow a cash flow right across the public healthofficers sitting in cars with speed cameras. Why should we?
system. With that facility tied in with the southern health Highly trained police officers should be out protecting our
strategy that we are now developing with people such asommunity. That is what this Government is doing with the
Deputy Mayor, Doreen Erwin, and other committed membergolice. We are protecting our community and being respon-
of the community in order to enhance and to have once ansible. We are also bringing more technology into the Police
for all an integrated health approach to the south, it willForce.
within a couple of years be very good for health in my We have opened an additional police station at Aldinga,
electorate and the whole Fleurieu Peninsula. which has lightened the load for the whole of the southern
With respect to education, | was absolutely delighted tarea. Together with that, seven new detectives, under
see that Wirreanda High School has now been giveinspector Bill Newman, have been brought down since we
$800 000, which is more money than | ever expected in mgame into office and they are starting to catch up with the
wildest dreams would become available when we first startedacklog of criminal activity that has been occurring. Very
to lobby for $200 000 to bring a best practice hospitalitysoon we shall have a $17 million regional police station
tourism focus into the home economics area of Wirreandapened at Darlington, which will bring fast police response
High School. The students, the staff and the school councihroughout the south. | am delighted to see that.
know that we are developing that magnificent resource that Let us consider a couple of other areas in which | am
we have in the south. | commend the students in years 9, liivolved as parliamentary secretary to Minister David
and 11 for wanting to become involved in those areas. TheWotton. Aged services are very important in my electorate,
will now have $800 000 to improve those facilities and theirbecause we have an increasing number of people who require
science facilities. aged services. | am delighted that St Basil's, for example, is
The Morphett Vale East Primary School, of which | am building a $5.7 million 100-bed complex in the south for the
very proud, has fought for seven years to get a reasonabféreek Orthodox Church. | am also delighted to see the
upgrade of its facilities. At last it is getting that done; it is expansion of the Elkanah Baptist development and the
happening now. However, it took seven years. It should ncannouncement of serviced apartments in McLaren Vale and,
have taken the school council and the principal seven yeatopefully soon, another aged care service at McLaren Vale
to get that sort of opportunity for the school. Hospital. There has been a $3.6 million increased allocation
The Woodcroft Heights Pre-school has now been comto aged services under this budget.
pleted at a cost of $500 000. It is a brand new, state of the art, Let us consider FACS and some tie-ups that it has with the
superb pre-school on the campus of the growing Woodcrofittorney-General’s Department. The sum of $300 000 has
Primary School, which is another fine example in mybeen allocated to set up a child abuse panel to overcome the
electorate, so ably run by the principal and his staff. unfortunate problems that we have with sexual harassment
Let us look at another infrastructure project—the Southermof young people. An extra $100 000 has been allocated to
Expressway. The Labor Party ran three elections on theombat fraud.
Southern Expressway and never delivered. We will have the Let me refer to the bigger picture again. Some $500 000
first stage of that expressway opened by the end of 199has been allocated for a positive parenting program. Labor
Every document and feasibility study that has been instigatedever did anything about positive parenting programs: it was
over the past 15 to 20 years has stated that was an essentire about tearing families apart. This Government is
fundamental infrastructure project to get job creation into the&eommitted to the family unit. The fundamental core of our
south. However, Labor never delivered. We have deliveredsociety is the family. Our Government is doing something
We have stuck to our promise. Another $29 million is goingabout it, because it has put $500 000 into this program, and
into the next stage during the next financial year. | am verya lot more will be done in the future. In the charitable and
pleased for the people in the south that that is happening. social welfare fund area, $3 million will be provided, and this
As aresult, we have seen record applications over the pasiill allow us to introduce new programs and services to assist
12 months by the Noarlunga City Council for commercial andiamilies and communities in our area.
industrial development in Lonsdale. We have seen new | now turn to the state of the State. When we came into
industries starting to come up, such as Sealy, some pharmaffice there was a ballooning recurrent budget deficit of
ceutical industries and others. We have seen companies su850 million. That meant we were spending $1 million a day
as Krix Loudspeakers getting in there and exportingmore in this State as a Government than we were earning
$1 million worth of technological loudspeaker systems tothanks to the debt incurred through the ineptitude of the
China. Soon the Premier will come and open an expansion iprevious Government. By the end of the 1996-97 financial
Hackham, and more jobs will be created. We have seen thgear we will have reduced that debt to $60 million. By 1997-
initiatives that we worked on with Mike Quinn and all the 98—and for the very first time in my life—the budget will be
people in Mitsubishi come to fruition. We are seeing real jobin surplus. We will then see what this Government is all
creation right across the board in the southern area. about. We will no longer have to be reactive to those
We now have a state of the art $2 million visitors centreshameful years of Labor when they lost $4 billion with the
under construction in the south. That will be the engine roon$tate Bank and $1.3 billion with the Housing Trust, and ran
that drives the tourism opportunity that we have in the southup another $3 billion of debt in just 10 years. The public of
As has been identified in recent reports, that is alreadgouth Australia will be able to see a fully proactive
starting to create jobs, and it will create many more in futureGovernment. | very much look forward to that in the next
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term so that | can bat even harder in a positive direction forail link up. We all know that it is fundamental to a good
my community. future for South Australia.

Economic development has been addressed. In excess of What did the Labor Government do with the population
$1 billion on capital works projects will be spent over the of South Australia when the Leader of the Opposition was a
next 12 months, and this will have enormous flow-on effect§eni0r Cabinet Minister? Decline, decline, decline. What did
for jobs. As the Brown Government pledged, there will be ngt do to attract new industries into this State, when the Leader
new taxes. We cannot tax people as Labor want us t®f the Opposition was a senior Cabinet Minister? We lost
because many peop|e in my Community cannot afford anothé]’Uﬂdl’EdS of businesses. Now we have the lowest number of
$200 or $300 in tax. They need every dollar they can get t§0rporate capital national business headquarters of any State
look after their families. We are eliminating that budgetin Australia. They all left us, because they lost their confi-
deficit. We have cut debt to a low level, and we will cut it dence in South Australia under Labor. We are rebuilding that

even lower. We have a number of economic programs on theow; we have turned the corner. Members opposite do not
books. like it, so they continue to run on, negatively carping. Why

South Australia had the fastest growing economy in thdlid Labor not get an extension to_the runway when it was in
past 12 months, but Labor would not admit it. Instead, thé’o‘r’]"er_ forf 10 years? Because it could not operate as a
Leader of the Opposition talked about phoney budgets angPhesive force in Government. It was torn apart; it did not
about the phoney Government. He is the only thing in th@ave Fhe business acumen, the'strgngth and the teaqurk that
Chamber that is phoney. The Leader of the Opposition is 4'€ LiPeral Government has; it did not have a committed
joke in the electorate. Wherever | go people ask, ‘What | abinet team that was prepared to look at the long term

Mike Rann about? Doesn't he want to give South Australia/ision and not merely forward plan for the crisis of each day,
s Labor seemed to generate as a Government. It certainly

any future at all?’ Sadly, | have to agree with the people whe -
y Y 9 peop could not form mid and long term plans as we have.

they ask that.
y Finally, I remind the community of Mawson and the South

| have asked the Leader of the Opposition, as a suppos%stra"an public generally that, for the first time since my

colleague in the Parliament wanting to do good things fO1@1king an interest in State politics—which is about 20 years—

South Australia, to cooperate with the Government when i his Government has actually built a program that is about the

does good things and to criticise it when it does bad thingg . . . .
. ong term, sustainable future. What disappoints me is when
But he has never done that. He runs to Mike Duffy from theI hear the Leader of the Opposition talking about phoney

Sunday Mailand says that he wants to see a new image i : :
Parliament and that he wants to see things happen, but he %dgets. | tell the community of South Australia that the

done nothina whatsoever. He is the onlv bhonev thing abo ader of the Opposition wants to see John Howard cut the
this budaet %ecause he is‘ aphone neygtive cyar ing Lea ell out of the South Australian budget, because he thinks it

get, be . P Y, neg » carping rght give him a few more brownie points at the next
of the Opposition. | wish that my colleagues in the Labor

- A . election
Party would once and for all fix that by getting rid of him and o . .
by bringing in someone who is interested in helping to. This budget has addressed all those issues and will stand,

: irrespective of that. What the Leader of the Opposition and
develop this State. . . . the Opposition in general could do is talk up the South
Members opposite will not recognise that we had toaystralian economy, help build up confidence and give us a
restructure; they will not recognise that we have to bring inchance to get South Australia back on its feet even faster than
reforms; and they will not recognise that we had to get rid ofs gjready occurring. The previous Government caused the
non-core assets because that was the only way to achieve,gyplems, and members opposite have not apologised yet.
sustainable future for our families, our children and ourthey siill owe that apology to South Australians. | want to
children’s children. That is what we should all be about—c4| 'on them time and time again until they do give us an
responsibility. This budget is about responsibility. Thisgpoiogy. Ifthey are at all responsible as a potentially credible
Government is about responsibility. And the people of Soutitypposition and Government, from the Leader down they
Australia demand responsibility. They demand it not onlyspoyld be working with our Government, applauding this
from our Government but from the Labor Party. But they noty,,qget, which they know is an extremely good budget, and
getting it, because the Leader of the Opposition is far morgecognising the fact that South Australia is back on track after
interested in getting a headiine in a newspaper than ithe major debacle that we had. There is still a lot of work to

working in a cooperative manner for the state of the Stateyy: e recognise that. We will not be swayed by it but will
Not once in the 2% years | have been here have | heard thg ntinue to work for the good.

Leader of the Opposition, Mr Rann, apologise for being part

of the biggest disaster nationally that this country has ever Mr De LAINE (Price): | agree with the Leader of the
seen. Opposition that this is indeed a phoney budget, based on
Not once have | heard him say that he is sorry. Not onceertain levels of Commonwealth funding which we all know
have | heard him say that Dean Brown is 75 per cent of thevill not eventuate. For that reason, a State mini budget will
way toward getting a rail link between Darwin and Alice certainly be brought down after the Federal budget is brought
Springs. Instead, every now and again, when Mr Brown iglown, and that will more accurately reflect the position in
back in the board room putting together this program that w&outh Australia. The so-called $8 billion black hole and the
should have had since 1901, Mike Rann, the Leader of theew Government'’s razor gang to slash spending lead one to
Opposition, thinks, ‘Here’s a chance: I'll run out and berealise that the final outcome of the situation will be a mini
positive today; I'll espouse the virtues of a rail link.’ The fact budget and the State will not receive anywhere near the
is that he did not espouse it when he was a Cabinet Ministefunding the members opposite think it will get. Over the past
When there were Federal and State Labor Governments tiseven or eight years when the Federal and State Labor
Labor Party in this State did nothing. He was a senior Cabingbovernments were in office we suffered much in the way of
Minister and the Labor Government did nothing to get thattunding cuts from the Federal Government. That will
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certainly continue, and even more so this time, with thisspeeches, | do not blame Governments entirely for unemploy-
announced razor gang policy of slash and burn. ment, because other factors are involved. In particular, in this
South Australia relies on the Commonwealth for 55 perday and age, the impact of technology is one of the biggest
cent of its revenue, so the $8 million cuts announced by théctors in causing widespread unemployment.
Prime Minister (John Howard) must have a severe effect on However, when this present Government was in Opposi-
the State’s current budget. Already, many services in thision, it continually blamed entirely the former Bannon and
State are in crisis, and | will mention four: health, mentalArnold Labor Governments for the high rate of unemploy-
health, education and employment. My local hospital, thanent. Now that it is in power, it must be judged by the same
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, has suffered massive cuts over thgiteria, the same arguments, and accept the criticism dished
past couple of years. In my opinion, it is being softened upip to us when we were in power for the high rate of unem-
for privatisation. The only way that this great hospital isployment. You cannot have one set of rules for one
continuing to operate is through the hard work and dedicatio®overnment and another set for another Government.
displayed by doctors and staff. | pay tribute to those people Another area of concern in South Australia at the moment
for their hard work, commitment and dedication under duresgs education. There were some school closures under Labor,
to keeping the hospital running. That great effort cannot béut these in my view mostly amounted to mergers, after much
sustained in the long term because it will take too much outonsultation with the community, set up to provide better
of the staff. Sooner or later, unless more funding is providedstandards of education and a wider curriculum choice for our
the hospital will go down the gurgler in no uncertain way. kids in certain areas. On the other hand, the school closures
One thing that really infuriated me was the recent criminaby this Brown Government are purely to save money and are
demolition of historic Tenterden House, a magnificent locamainly hitting disadvantaged families in disadvantaged
heritage treasure located on hospital grounds on the other sidemrking-class areas. Last year we saw the closure of Port
of Woodville Road. Tenterden House was bulldozed toAdelaide Girls High School, one of only three single sex girls
provide car parking for about 30 cars. This wonderful oldhigh schools in South Australia. It was an outrageous
residence has been demolished to allow parking for 30 cardecision which saw the closure of an excellent school that
I am doubtful whether it would have covered the area oforovided valuable education opportunities for heavily
30 cars, but it is somewhere between 25 and 30. Itis absolutBsadvantaged students and gave them a real chance in life.
vandalism. This place has been knocked over for the provi- This great traditional school is now gone, and many young
sion of parking space for cars when all around that area angomen, not only in the Port area but in other areas of
more than adequate grassed and sealed areas that couldAnelaide and South Australia, are denied the chance to better
used for parking without demolishing this beautiful old themselves through the education facilities provided by that
building. school. It was a very short-sighted decision by this Govern-
For some months it was saved by the actions of thenent, just to save a few dollars. What price do we put on
building construction workers, but in the end they lost theeducation? Some of these students have gone to other
battle and the place was demolished about two weeks agosthools, but my reports are that they are not coping particu-
also condemn in this situation the Hindmarsh-Woodvillelarly well because they are missing the particular environment
council. The council made a lot of noise over many monthghat was present at this wonderful school in Port Adelaide. As
to the Government about the retention of this magnificent say, it catered for very heavily disadvantaged students,
home, but it was not prepared to put its hand in its pocket anthany Aboriginal students and young women who were
buy the place even though it was offered by the Governmentinable to fit into other school communities. They were
It did not come up with the money to buy it, even though Istudying subjects that they really enjoyed. Over the years,
was told that it would have cost about 50¢ per ratepayer tsome of them have obtained quite good employment oppor-
purchase this beautiful place. The council did not do it: it satunities, and the school has been a wonderful thing for that
on its hands and saw this magnificent place go down. All thaarea. But now it has gone, thanks to this Government.
| can say is that | hope the ratepayers who felt strongly about This year we have had the announced closure of The Parks
this building remember this at the next local governmentigh School at the end of this year. | have spoken previously
election in May next year and deal with the elected memberabout The Parks High School. It is a very unique school,
as they see fit. It was a terrible shame to see this place gowhich opened in 1979, so itis still a very modern school, and
got a tremendous shock when | came back from interstate arbere is no reason in the world to close it to education. The
drove through that area to see that half the place had beechool was a gift at the time to the people of The Parks
bulldozed. It would not have been allowed to happen in som€ommunity Centre and the entire Port Adelaide catchment
other areas of Adelaide or, indeed, Australia; it was just thaarea from the Whitlam Federal Labor Government and the
it was situated in Woodville in the Port area. | think this wasDunstan State Labor Government. It is an excellent school,
amajor factor. The Government did not worry about it, it justprobably the best resourced school in the State, if not
knocked it over, and it can never be replaced. Australia. It is part of The Parks Community Centre, which
In the area of employment, Premier Brown promised jobsyas set up as a focal point to service the area and provide
jobs, jobs when he came to office in December 1993. Wherservices other than merely education to the people of the area.
are these jobs? | cannot see them. Unemployment in this Stdtehas been a remarkable success and something that was
has increased over the past 2% years. Recent national figutesdly needed. Thschool provides tremendous educational
show that a massive 80 per cent of the nation’s job lossespportunities and is internationally recognised, and it is a
(16 million people) occurred in South Australia. All the other disgrace that its closure has been announced.
States of Australia contributed 20 per cent to the increase in It also houses other disadvantaged groups, such as the
unemployment, while South Australia contributed a massivelisabled wheelchair students from the Regency centre and
80 per cent (1.4 million people). So, | cannot see that thislisadvantaged students from the Bowden/Brompton area, and
Government is going very well. It certainly has not lived upit also conducts an extensive program involving adult re-entry
to its promises in that regard. As | have said before in othestudents—a program that | am led to believe is the second
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most successful adult re-entry program in the State. Duringecommended that the school remain open yet, despite that
the previous parliamentary sittings, | asked the Minister imecommendation, the Minister and the Government decided
this House where the Government intended these disabléd close the school.
students to go following the school’s closure. My good | received an answer from the Minister today intimating
advice is that to duplicate the facilities to cater for thesehat my allegation that no community consultation had taken
disabled students in another school will cost $1 million. place was incorrect, but | refute that. There was no
Much infrastructure has been put in place over the year&ommunity consultation. The explanation in the Minister’s
| still have not received a satisfactory answer to that questioneply indicates that community consultation took place during
The other question related to what will happen to over 25@he review process. | dispute that, because the review process
adult re-entry students when the only two adult re-entrywas designed to look at what services the school provided to
schools in the western suburbs are situated at LeFevre aiitd students and families in the community, and to examine
Thebarton, which are both at full capacity and cannot takéhe needs of the local community and the school’s perform-
any more students. If these 250-plus students, perhaps evance in meeting the needs of people in this disadvantaged
more next year, have to attend another school, where wikirea.
they go? | believe the answers are not available from the This was not community consultation in my view. The
Minister because he does not have them. The Minister and tf@overnment should have come clean, announced the
Government have not thought through this decision and thproposals being considered, and then set up the review team
implications of the school closure, and | condemn them foto determine reasons why the school should not close and
that. ways to increase involvement and enrolments at the school.
I would like to place on record the dedication of the It should have taken into account the views of members of the
teachers and staff of this great school. Teachers from othechool and the wider community about whether this school
areas specifically come to teach at The Parks High Schoatould be saved. The enrolment figures were not greatly under
They know it is a difficult school but they are attracted to itthe figure at which the Minister said a school would be
and want to be there. Some teachers have given many yearginerable. The adult re-entry students, the mainstream
of service. They do much more than they are paid to dostudents and the disabled students total nearly the magical
putting in tremendous efforts in their own time and cateringd00 figure uttered by the now Minister before the State
to the needs of these particular kids in this area. It is a&lection when he was shadow Minister.
magnificent school and | pay tribute to the staff and, in Despite what the Minister says, | dispute the fact that there
particular, to several past principals. Having been a membeavas community consultation in relation to possible closure
of the school council for the past 10 years, | have workedf the school. A review was set up to look at the performance
closely with them, and | also know the parents. of the school. As | said, the findings were overwhelmingly
I have been on other school councils in my area but thisn favour of retention of the school for the local community.
council is the best | have been involved with. The teacher&ven theAdvertiser—that great source of knowledge which
and staff are absolutely dedicated. The parents likewise aige always so conservative and so much on the side of the
very interested in the education of their children and work_iberal Party—has twice criticised the closure of the school.
well together. As | say, the staff and, in particular, severalAn editorial was hard hitting of the Government and stated
past principals have been very dedicated. In fact, at a recetitat the school should remain open. If thevertisereditorial
public meeting | saw a previous principal who was still takingsupports an issue which the Labor Party is espousing and
an interest in the school. Itis an area of very high unemploywhich is contrary to Liberal Party policy, then it is really
ment; it is an area with a high proportion of single parentsaying something about the issue.
families; and it is an area where in excess of 30 per cent of One of the major reasons that the Minister gave for the
families do not own a motor vehicle: if the school closes,closure of the school was the cost of education at the school.
those people will be severely disadvantaged in terms ofhis involves an outrageous and unfair rental charge of about
travel. $800 000 a year that has been placed on the school. This is
I do not believe the school will close. There is enoughan outrageous figure. A cross-charging mechanism was set
feeling in the community to ensure that the Government willup when the Labor Party was in Government. It was a paper
not allow the school to close. | will certainly be giving all my cost between departments and does not accurately reflect the
support in this regard, and that includes implementing almostosts of running the school. The former Angle Park school
any measure needed to keep the school open. | give theas originally on the site; the freehold land was owned by the
Government and the Minister notice that this school will notEducation Department; the school was demolished and the
be closed and that they will be forced into a situation, asand was donated to the Federal Government; and 63 per cent
happened in Victoria, where they must keep the school opeof the cost of the new school was provided by the Education
There is enough resolve in this situation, which unfortunatelypepartment. Despite that massive donation, the school is still
was not there for the Port Adelaide Girls High School, anccharged a rental of $800 000 a year, which is outrageous.
certainly enough support for this school to ensure that it stay$his argument is used to take the cost per student to about
open. $7 965 per year for education costs and is one of the factors
As | said, the facilities at The Parks Community Centrethat the Government has given to justify the closure of the
are second to none. Perhaps the suggestion for the Govesehool.
ment to merge Croydon High School with The Parks would | intended to mention other capital works, but | have
make some sense, in order to continue making available thesémost run out of time. In conclusion, | advise that The Parks
excellent facilities and to obviate the need to retain the oldeHigh School will not close despite what the Government and
premises at Croydon. | do not want to put ideas into thehe Minister say. There is resolve in the local community and
Minister’s head, but that certainly would be an option worththat is supported by me. Measures will be taken to retain the
pursuing and it should be examined. The review initiated bychool for the benefit of the disadvantaged people in this
the Minister and conducted at the school last year stronglgisadvantaged area. | finish as | started: the debate is a
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phoney and only a mini budget will show the true position of We have adopted a different attitude by saying, ‘We need
the budget for this year. to get our debt down and, if and when an asset has been sold,
that money is to go to debt reduction rather than into
Mr EVANS (Davenport): | realise how late itisand will revenue.’ | am pleased to see that we are some 18 months
not keep members or staff very long. | support the budget andhead in our debt reduction strategy in that regard. The
the motion of supply. This is the third budget of the Govern-budget has lots of good news for the electorate of Davenport.
ment and is part of a four year strategy to bring the budgetve have fared well with regard to capital works. We have
into a surplus situation: at last the State will not be spendingonfirmation of a previous commitment of $650 000 for the
more than it earns which has been the trademark of SoutBoromandel Valley Primary School; $791 000 for the
Australia under Labor Governments and, indeed, the&ollocation of Belair Junior Primary School with Belair
trademark of Australia under Federal Labor Governments. IRrimary School; $250 000 for Blackwood High School for
Australia, whether Victoria under Cane and Kirner, Westerrew science laboratories; and $1.8 million for the Daws Road
Australia or South Australia, or indeed federally, one of theHigh School as part of its upgrade since the decision on the
great trademarks has been the ability of Labor Government¥arion Road corridor.
to spend more money than they earn. Davenport has fared fairly well with regard to the
As a result of that we have ended up with huge debtse_ducation_budge_t. It is_pleasing to see that some schools are
when Liberal Governments have been elected they have p(jfidlly getting their capital works projects addressed, because
in place measures to correct that debt situation. This Goverf2€Y had beenignored under previous Governments and | am
ment has put in place a four year strategy to correct the delpfé@sed that even in difficult circumstances we are getting
situation in South Australia. I have no doubt that the Howard€Se Programs addressed. Also in the electorate of Davenport
Government will putin place a strategy to correct the budget@ve the pleasure of representing Flinders Medical Centre.

deficit situation: | understand it is an $8 billion cut over the”S & major hospital, if not the major hospital, in this State |
next two years. am pleased to say we have lots of money budgeted to be spent

While Labor members have spoken tonight at length abougn the centre for this 12 months: $655 000 for the accident

: ; nd emergency upgrade; $1.92 million for the eye centre;
the probable cuts in the Federal budget and about how it may 6 millio%l forythggtre upgrades and $1.1 miIIio)r/1 for the

or may not "l"ffeCt %?Uth Aﬁustlréalla, in all honlesty Igh'nk they sychiatric unit. | should also give credit to the members for
expe<|:t nfoA ess. i ey s 0;’ IeX_IPﬁCt no l_ess,h eAcausel_t tchell and Elder who are continually lobbying for extra
Eeop eg) d usttrg '? ?{e nc()jt tﬂo S: tlgy ret?] |ste.tt at dusttra 't?unding for Flinders Medical Centre because the hospital also
as a budget aeticit an ey reaise that it neeas 1o rvices their electorates. Generally, it is a reasonably good
addressed. Generally, they are an intelligent electorate a ws budget in addressing our debt and increasing expendi-

they expect the Howard Government to make the cuts t?u : - oo L~
. . X re on capital works. Education spending is up $59 million
rectify the budget deficit left to it by the Labor Government.and | am I;Ieased that in that surEr)1 is ang extrg $15 million

Lgell'gxeéraé(t)hfh'gusni'natn rf’eOpI%a]f.e.?OfW "’g a dpomt Whe?ayment for the start of a five-year project for an IT program
g y w uge delcit Tunded program n schools, which is excellent.

e STl o Pollcal e, Beleye et e 302 | know that my son's schaol, HeathfeldPrimary Schoo,
means an)(/j <o thev will acge t cuts if they are achievin t(; as just borrowed a lot of money to provide computers. It is
y P y 9 nfortunate that it was put into that situation. The most the

am. o ) previous Labor Government spent on computer technology
I congratulate the Treasurer on bringing down this budgetor primary schools in any one year was about $360 000. So
As | understand it, at the end of this year the budget deficiparents and friends groups, such as that of my son’s primary
will be about $60 mi"ion, some $4 million better off than we school and those in my local e|ectorate, had to go out and
predicted two years ago. When we first came to power thgorrow money to provide computers. | am pleased to see that,
budget deficit was about $350 million a year. Slowly butas a Government, we have said, ‘Okay, we will set up an IT
surely the Liberal Government under Brown and Baker isgrogram for schools.” We have started a $15 million program,
bringing the State’s finances back on track. One of the morgnd | think that is excellent. | am also pleased that extra
interesting budget statistics | saw was that the budget strategiynding is provided for speech pathology and early interven-
is addressing the superannuation liabilities left us by theion programs in the education budget. My second son has
former Labor Government. It will be another 28 years beforQ]ad Speech patho|ogy through the System_ | am p|eased see
the State has fU"y funded its Superannuation liabilities. Wherﬁha[ there is extra money for those programs to he|p those
we came into Government there was a 30 year lag and it Wihjldren who need a little extra help to get the correct startin
be another 28 years before the strategy of fully fundingife.
superannuation is finally achieved. | must take up a couple of points made by some of the
One of the pleasing aspects about the budget in my vielabor speakers. | am a bit humoured by this point about how
is that as a Government we have stuck to the promise not tee should have made some allowance for the expected cuts
increase charges and taxes above CPI. It is a commendalifethe Federal budget. No State Treasurer in his or her right
effort in difficult times, trying to cut the debt and not put up mind would draw up a State budget which allowed for
charges above CPI. Itis acommendable achievement and tRederal cuts, because that is only inviting the cuts to occur.
Premier and Treasurer have done a good job in that regardihere is no way that you would signal that you expected that
Of course, committing to and keeping that promise has meamd happen. We have said, ‘This is our State budget. If the
that we have had to address the debt by the sale of assets. Paderal budget cuts some of the jointly funded Federal and
a Government, as we have sold assets the funds have goneState programs, we will not carry that program.” So the
debt reduction and not revenue or programs, which was Bederal Government should carry the political flak for any cut
habit of former Labor Governments, which would sell assetsn Federally funded programs. | support that concept, and |
and plough the money into 12 month or two year programsdo not have a problem with that. There is no doubt that, if it



1684 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Tuesday 4 June 1996

does cut a Federal program, it is the Federal Government thatack upgrade at night, when they upgrade the track, they
should wear it. have a gantry that moves and lifts the sleepers, and the

| was patrticularly pleased to see that a comment on tra”gquwalent of a football siren goes off every time they pick
Up a sleeper or move the gantry. About 12 times an hour, for

was made in the sport and recreation area of the budget . . .
have a particular interest in recreational trails. | was please‘tg|e whole night, a football siren sounds. So while the people

to see the comment that the budget would address recreatioglféﬁlﬁ?ﬁ%;ﬁ:&??&ﬂiﬁbi f\?vl?xvglg?ng?g ES:S H'rlf dirc?
al trails and help develop their economic and tourism 9 y P9

: g .and they will get a better ride, unfortunately they are not
potential. That is important to me. We have the Heysen trail etting a lot of sleep. | am concerned that, when we get

the Tom Roberts trail and a number of others. | am pleaser?1is $360 000 upgrade. that disruption may happen again. |
that we have about 3 000 kilometres of recreational trails ir; PY ! ption may happ gan.
pst hope that the upgrade occurs during the day.

South Australia. There are about350 000 recreationd The member for Napier soent and inordinate amount of
walkers, runners, bike riders and horse riders, and | a me talking about the Igousiﬁ Trust. The onlvy comment |
pleased to see that the Government will finally address thWould Iike%o make about thegHousiri Trust i)é that. if m
development of recreational trails in South Australia. That ismemo serves me right. when we t kg ver G v, rnmynt
an important area in which we can become involved. 'y ght, when we fook overas a \sovernme
the former Labor Government left us a debt of about
As a long-time Hills resident, | am delighted with the $1.2 billion in the Housing Trust area alone. For the member
announcement that we are funding the improvement of watdor Napier and the Labor party in general to stand up and
quality in the Adelaide Hills over the next 12 months with criticise us over making decisions to improve the administra-
some filtration plants. That is good news for those peopléion and efficiency of the Housing Trust smacks of hypocrisy.
who on occasions have experienced some of the poor wat#tis time that that $1.2 billion debt was addressed. | believe
quality in the Adelaide Hills area. We are absolutely delight-the general public in South Australia accept the fact that this
ed that now when we wash our shirts they will come outGovernment has the job of tidying up that debt. With those
cleaner than when they went in. few words, | support the Bill.

I have mixed reactions in respect of the announcement of
a $360 000 major track upgrade of the Belair line. While | am
absolutely delighted with the upgrade of the line, because it
will provide greater passenger comfort—and that is an ADJOURNMENT
important point, of course—I am concerned that we may end
up having what is happening now, namely, the upgrade At 11.36 p.m. the House adjourned until Wednesday
happening at night. For those who have not experienced aJune at 2 p.m.

Mr ROSSI secured the adjournment of the debate.



