HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 23

Mr Speaker, | am pleased to announce that the changes to
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY the Motor Accident Commission Charter for this financial

year further strengthen the ability of the commission to focus
Wednesday 2 October 1996 on its core business. In particular, | have included in the

. charter a provision to enable the commission to undertake a

The SPEAKER (Hon. G.M. Gunn) took the Chair at 546 of anti-fraud campaigns. Fraud remains an unaccept-

2 p.m. and read prayers. able cost to the Compulsory Third Party Fund, costing South
Australian taxpayers more than $10 million a year, a figure
that this Government believes is far too high. Investigations
er&ave led to reductions in claim settlement offers and, in some
hstances, to the referral to the police for prosecution. The
anlementation of a number of anti-fraud campaigns in the
next 12 months is an important element in the commission’s
ongoing efforts to contain the cost of the scheme to motorists.
HENLEY BEACH ROAD O.ther changgs to the Motor.Accident Commission Charter

will result in improvements in the management of invest-

A petition signed by 414 residents of South AustraliaMents and claims. Mr Speaker, | am confident that these
requesting that the House urge the Government to install ghanges will serve to strengthen the operations of the Motor
pedestrian crossing on Henley Beach Road near bus stop fgcident Commission and commend them to the House.

was presented by Mr Becker. ,
Petition received. LEGIONNAIRE'S DISEASE

CRIMINAL ASSETS CONFISCATION BILL

His Excellency the Governor, by message, recommend
to the House of Assembly the appropriation of such amoun
of money as might be required for the purposes mentioned i
the Criminal Assets Confiscation Bill.

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE (Minister for Health): |
seek leave to make a ministerial statement.

A petition signed by 1 240 residents of South Australia -€ave granted. o »
requesting that the House urge the Government to ban the 1he Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | wish to make a minis-

recreational shooting of ducks and quails was presented 52”"’“ statementin tabling the report by Professor Mike Lane
Mrs Geraghty. into the recent outbreak of Legionnaire’s disease on

. ; Kangaroo Island. Professor Lane is a former Director of the
Petition received. Cen?res for Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta. Six years ago
FISHING. NET he retired from the CDC and is currently Associate Professor

' of Medicine at Emory University, Georgia. Professor Lane

A petition signed by 80 residents of South Australiahas been involved in field epidemiology for the majority of
requesting that the House urge the Government to ban nBts professional life as a field worker, a manager and

SHOOTING BANS

f|sh|ng in Venus Bay was presented by Mrs Penfold. U|t|mate|y as a teacher and has had close involvement with
Petition received. the research into many major outbreaks.
His resume is staggeringly impressive and includes
PAPER TABLED responsibilities such as:
- being part of CDC’s top management during the initial
The following paper was laid on the table: outbreak of Legionnaire’s disease in Philadelphia;
By the Treasurer (Hon. S.J. Baker)— - being Director of the Centre for Prevention Services
Motor Accident Commission—Charter. during the full two years of initial investigation of what
was initially called ‘Kaposi’'s Sarcoma and Opportunistic
MOTOR ACCIDENT COMMISSION Infections’, later becoming known as AIDS;
- holding the post of lead investigator on outbreaks of
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | seek leave hepatitis A, rubella, several salmonella outbreaks, an
to make a ministerial statement. ECHO virus outbreak, poliomyelitis, staph enterotoxin
Leave granted. and measles in Pittsburgh;

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: In tabling the 1996-97 amended - joining the smallpox eradication program in Atlanta and
Motor Accident Commission Charter, | wish to draw to the ~ working on many outbreaks of smallpox and measles in
House’s attention the fact that the amendments made to the several African nations, Indonesia and Yugoslavia;
charter in October 1995 were not tabled at that time. This being involved in outbreaks of yellow fever and
oversight has now been corrected and arrangements have meningococcal meningitis in West Africa;
been made to ensure that in future amendments to the charterbeing a field worker on a large outbreak of St Louis
are tabled in a timely fashion. The charter was amended in encephalitis, a mosquito borne disease found in the
October 1995 in preparation for the sale of SGIC by the Asset Eastern United States;

Management Task Force. The amendments made in October becoming involved in famine relief in Western Africa;
1995 reflect more closely the core business of the doing much management and consultative work in the
commission as it was after the SGIC business was separated United States, such as doing work in antibiotic resistant
from it in preparation for sale. The changes excluded from the gonorrhoea, syphilis, tuberculosis, measles, pertussis and
charter those functions such as life insurance and general a variety of famine and diarrhoea outbreaks in Asian
insurance that were included in the sale of SGIC and focused refugee camps;

on the compulsory third party scheme and running off assets teaching field epidemiology at Harvard, the University of
notincluded in the sale of SGIC; for example, residual value California at Berkeley and in several short courses
insurance. throughout the United States, Jamaica and Thailand;
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helping to start the Emory University School of Public ~ Many epidemiologists would not have decided to contact the
Health; and guests at the hotel directly, given the relatively low risk for acquiring
L . the legionnaire’s disease, the unproven nature of the association with
working in Australia on behalf of the Commonwealth e hotel and the general adequacy of notification of the public and
Government, following a request from the World Healththe medical profession through the media. In my opinion, the

Organisation to help start a training program for fieldmassive call back was unnecessary and somewhat wasteful. All the
epidemiology. In doing so, he exhibited the ability to putother of these steps were wise and prudent actions and are consistent

in place programs to train Australian epidemiologists andvIth the best public health p.ract|ce.. ] _
deal with bureaucracies. Professor Lane’s pre-eminence in the field of disease control

These are prime examples of the expertise, reputation ar?cpd inves'tigation.and his neutrality and in(jepen.den'ce made
eminence of Professor Lane in the area of public healtfiM @ logical choice to carry out such an investigation into
dealing with epidemics and working with bureaucracies tfliseases such_as th_e Kangaroo Island Ieg|onna|re_s outbreak.
further the cause of public health and disease control. On 28N €xpert of his calibre was necessary to get straight to the
July Professor Lane received an invitation from the SoutfuP Of the issues involved in the outbreak without being
Australian Health Commission to review the mattersc@ught up in the emotion which was being whipped up.

surrounding the outbreak of legionnaire’s disease 0[l?rofessor Lane has indicated that he will be available to
Kangaroo Island. On 4 August Professor Lane arrived ifeturn to South Australia to take a wider look at the functions

Adelaide and was given unrestricted access to documentati the Ht_ealth Commissior_]’s Communicable Disease Cont_rol
and staff within the Health Commission's public health ranch in early 1997. | will keep the House informed of his

section, plus receiving a file on the media coverage of th&uPseauent findings.

outbreak ___PIG AND POULTRY PRODUCTION INSTITUTE
| was pleased to accede to a request from the Opposition

to meet with Professor Lane. At this meeting ProfessorLane Tphe Hon. R.G. KERIN (Minister for Primary
was provided with various pieces of information, particularly|qystries): | seek leave to make a ministerial statement.
parliamentary debates surrounding the actions of the Health | o5 granted.

Commission. Professor Lane’s initial work in South Australia The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Today | had the pleasure of

also dealt with answering a series of questions, particularly, missioning the new Pig and Poultry Production Institute

\t/_vhether ihe I—||ealtro1| Co:lnmlsfsmn’s de.nvkllrotrr]]metrr]]tal |n_\:jest|gaét Roseworthy campus of the University of Adelaide. The pig
lon was timely and well periormed, whetner the epidemio—, poultry industries stand to gain enormous benefits from

logical |n|\(es:|g dat_lonﬂ\:vas i%proﬁ’(r.'ati; ‘;‘;}het:‘ﬁr the thfPa Fo is cooperative arrangement. The institute now has facilities
was implicated in the outbreak, whether the notificaion, wich gre state-of-the-art and represent an innovative joint

procedures were appropriate;_and wh_ether the policies a nture with industry, SARDI, PISA and the University of
procedures within the Communicable Disease Control Branch ye ajde. The institute consolidates research and develop-

of the Health Commission met best standards for fieldnant across several agencies and focuses the group on
investigation of outbreaks. delivering outcomes in high industry priority areas.
Professor Lane’s conclusions were as follows: The combined farm gate value of the pig, chicken and egg
1. The outbreak ofegionellaon Kangaroo Island was industries in South Australia exceeds $200 million a year.
handled promptly and expeditiously, in the best tradition ofOff-farm, downstream value adding is approximately a
epidemiology and modern laboratory science. further $100 million a year. A major trigger to the develop-
2. Existing staff in the Communicable Disease Controlment of the PPPI was an interest by industry in securing its
Branch of the South Australian Health Commission’s Publicown research and development base. | should like to praise
Health Unit are well trained and experienced and capable dhe foresight of those people involved in the pig and poultry
handling most problems related to communicable disease#dustries who had a vision for their industries and agreed to
3. Existing policies and procedures relating to communiihe establishment of modern and united research facilities.
cable disease control are excellent. Their support and financial commitment convinced the

; ; - ; t to reinvest $4 million from the sale of the
Professor Lane said we might benefit by making thes&OVernmen . R
policies more formal and inviting scrutiny from interested previous sites at Parafield and Northfield into the Roseworthy

parties throughout the State and perhaps Australia. Accordin MpUs. . -
to Professor Lane, the decisions made by the South The PPPI now comprises a nutrition research laboratory,

Australian Health Commission were prudent. He stated: & Pig nutrition research facility, a poultry research facility, a
commercial piggery, an experimental feed mill and a

It was prudent public health practice to assume that the initial t""‘%:ommercial feed mill. The institute is the culmination of hard
cases and the isolate from the spa pool were related and to take

appropriate action without waiting for additional cases. There wadVork and a commitment by many people and several
considerable doubt that there was an outbreak until the third case wagganisations and all should be proud of their achievements.
confirmed on 8 August. | am impressed that the staff [of] theltis a client focussed centre through which industry can steer
Communicable Disease Control Branch acted swiftly on the basis g{nograms to meet industry priorities. The PPPI has also

the initial case and were fully engaged by the time the second ca: : : :
came to light. Itis biologically plausible that the spa pool could hav: cured the skills base to drive economic development and

been the source for aerosolisegionella . . [but] wecannot say ~support further initiatives at the Roseworthy campus. Staff
with scientific conviction that the spa pool was the source of theihave been instrumental in progressing the Mallee plan, a

infection. | am impressed that the CDCB quickly decided that wisemajor initiative for integrated development of the pig industry
public health practice dictated action to shut it down and sterilise itand associated industries in the Mallee. If implemented, this
In relation to notifying the public, Professor Lane describedblan will give a major boost to economic growth in the
as sufficient the widespread media coverage of the situatiomallee and create significant employment opportunities in the
coupled with notification of physicians in a position to seearea. Further initiatives at the Roseworthy campus include the
patients who may have visited the island. He stated: following:
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a new chair in animal nutrition and health; hospital for two and a half to three weeks with a sand bag on
a further $1 million for infrastructure for animal science either side of one’s head so that one did not move and so that
at the University of Adelaide; the liquid inside the eye, the aqueous humour, did not leak

the development of a centre of excellence in nutrition; andut. Nowadays, one goes into hospital at 7.30 or 8 a.m. for
discussions are also underway to secure a significatiie same operation and, at 3.30, one is home. So, clearly,
research and development capability in animal health eithéhere is no need to focus—
at the Roseworthy campus or at another location but with Mr Caudell interjecting:

extensive collaborative links with Roseworthy. The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The member for Mitchell
points to his knee. | do not know whether he has had a knee
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE procedure, but we all remember the days when those heroic

] ] ) Norwood footballers would have major knee injuries and be
Mr OSWALD (Morphett): | bring up the thirty-sixth oyt for the season. Nowadays, the operation takes a couple
report of the committee on the Mile End netball stadium anchf hours and they are back within weeks, and that is because
the thirty-seventh report on the Glenelg safe harbor angie are employing more efficient usage of technology and we

move: simply do not have the need for the same numbers of staff,
That the reports be received. the same numbers of beds and so on. Itis no longer appropri-
Motion carried. ate in the latter tenth of the twentieth century to focus on
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move: beds, which was the measure used some 30, 40, 50 and 60

years ago, when patients would lie around in hospital, having

That the reports be printed. ) o .
P P nothing done to them. What is important is to look at

Motion carried.

procedures.
As this Government has been at pains to tell the Opposi-
QUESTION TIME tion—and members opposite have been at pains not to listen,
or they have been at pains selectively ‘to amnese’'—if we
HEALTH BUDGET look at the number of procedures undertaken since we came

into government, we see that we are doing 23 000 more
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition):My  procedures every year than was the case under the previous
question is directed to the Premier. Why did the Governmenadministration. That is 23 000 more people who are having
cut more than 500 nurses jobs and force hospitals to closgperations. That is the figure to focus on, not the number of
beds while the Health Commission increased its bank accoupkds.
to $78 million? The report by the Auditor-General says that
during 1995-96 the Health Commission’s deposit account ASSET SALES
increased by $38 million to a total of $78 million and, of this,
$30 million was committed to enterprise bargaining and Mr BASS (Florey): Will the Premier advise the House of
capital works. The report shows that, during the same periodhe benefits to South Australia as a result of the program of
the Government cut 803 health jobs, including 545 nurses. liargeted asset sales by the Government? This morning on
February the Queen Elizabeth Hospital announced it had Adelaide radio, the Leader of the Opposition claimed that the
$13.5 million budget gap that would result in 200 staff beingGovernment's asset sales strategy was flawed.
cut, 50 beds being closed and a reduction of up to 5 000 inthe The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | noted the line taken by the
number of patients being treated this year. Leader of the Opposition this morning, and | highlight to the
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The Leader of the House the factthatthe Leader of the Opposition still has not
Opposition well knows that, in the first instance in relationlearned the fundamental lesson: by having situations such as
to predicted budget overruns early in the second half of th¢he State Bank and SGIC we, the people of South Australia,
financial year, that allows one a period of five to six monthscarry the liability for those organisations.
to deal with those matters, and that is exactly what has Members interjecting:
happened at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital. In this Chamber, The SPEAKER: Order!
| have dealt with the fact that that $13.5 millionis simply not ~ The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The clear facts are that,
the fact. He may choose to look backtgnsardand refresh  because the Leader of the Opposition had not learned that
his memory on that. fundamental lesson when he sat around the Cabinet table, we
In relation to nurses and bed closures, the simple fact ithe South Australians have lost over $3 000 million. The
that the Opposition, and the Leader of the Opposition irbiggest single benefit that has come out of the sale of the non-
particular, is still dealing in the days of Dr Casey. Thingscore assets—

have moved on from him and Dr Kildare. Members interjecting:
Members interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Deputy Leader of the
The SPEAKER: Order! | do not want any further Opposition, and that includes the Leader. | do not want any
interjections. further interjections. Today the House will be dealing with

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: We actually do things importantissues, and every member will get the opportunity
now in the ways of the late twentieth and, indeed, in soméo participate. It is not helpful to have interjections.
areas in health care in South Australia, the early part of the The Hon. DEAN BROWN: By selling these non-core
twenty-first century already, because we are at the worldssets, we have their potential liabilities off the backs of
leading edge. We now treat people differently. They do noSouth Australians. We now have the monkey of the State
need so long in hospital. | will requote the example that IBank and the SGIC off the back of every South Australian
have quoted before, because clearly the Leader of thmxpayer, because they are the people who have had to pay
Opposition did not listen. In the days when | was a medicafor Labor’s mistakes in the past. Let us look at the facts in
student, if one had a cataract operation, one would lie iterms of what these four organisations that have been sold
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have done for South Australians over the past five yearghe past 12 months but an attempt to go through and pick out

Instead of just taking— the best return from these organisations each year for the past
Members interjecting: five years. In fact, for the State Bank and SGIC the figures
The SPEAKER: Order! for 1995-96 were selected, and then it was necessary to go

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —the best returns these back to 1994-95 for Forwood Products and PASA. In fact, we
organisations have ever put in, let us look at the past fivéad put those organisations into a condition where we had
years. | refer to the State Bank, SGIC, Forwood Products antpped down their costs in preparation for sale. So, of course,
PASA. In 1991-92 those four organisations combined cosin the last year before sale they gave a better return for the
South Australian taxpayers $3 095 million—$3 billion. If we shareholders, the people of South Australia. Equally, we have
did not have them on our books, we would not have beesome through a period where there have been lower than
paying that amount of money. In 1992-93 those same fouusual interest rates compared with the past six or seven years.
organisations cost the taxpayers of South Australia Ifthe people of South Australia want any justification for
$167 million. In 1993-94 those same four organisationsvhy these non-core assets are being sold, it is because year
contributed to the taxpayers $52 million. In 1994-95 they cosafter year they have cost the taxpayers of South Australia
the taxpayers $40 million, and in 1995-96 they contributednillions, in fact billions, of dollars. The facts are clear: we
$78 million to the taxpayers. If we put those five yearsnow have that liability and that monkey off the back of the
together for the four organisations, we see that the net loss fgeople of this State.
the taxpayers of South Australia is $3 172 million. That is
why the assets have been sold—so that we the taxpayers of MOUNT GAMBIER AND PORT AUGUSTA
South Australia do not carry the liability. How the Leader of HOSPITALS

the Opposition can possibly come out and say that that .

Members interjecting: question is also directed to the Premier. On what basis did the
The SPEAKER: Order! | do not want any further Government decide to build the Mount Gambier and Port
interjections. The tolerance and good nature of the Chair haugusta Hospitals with private money given that yesterday
been tested. the Auditor-General revealed that private sector involvement
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Leader of the Opposi- has increased construction costs by $4 million and
tion, who is saying that the asset sales program is flawed, 2.5 million respectively compared with using public sector
the same Leader of the Opposition who in this House, as #&nding? | want to stress that the Auditor-General has
Minister, said that the State Bank was one of Souttftated—
Australia’s greatest success stories. It goes straight back to The Hon. S.J. Baker interjecting:
the Leader of the Opposition. On another occasion, the now The SPEAKER: Order! | take it that the Deputy Premier
Leader of the Opposition told this Parliament that ‘Marcushas a point of order.
Clark's appointment was a major coup that stunned the The Hon.S.J. BAKER: The Leader of the Opposition is

banking world’. again indulging in comment.
Members interjecting: The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair did not—
The SPEAKER: Order! The Hon. H. Allison interjecting:
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Can | say that— The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Gordon is out
Members interjecting: of order.

The SPEAKER: Order! If members continue to interject, ~ The Hon. H. Allison interjecting:
it will be obvious that they do not want to ask any questions, The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Gordon is out
and we will proceed with the business of the day. The Chaiof order for the second time. | did not hear the Leader of the
has other alternatives which it does not want to have to us®pposition seek leave. | suggest that he seek leave to briefly
Itis the second day of the session, and | suggest that membegsplain his question, but that does not permit him to make a
concentrate on the productive side of their role. The honourspeech.
able Premier. The Hon. M.D. RANN: Thank you, Sir, | apologise. The
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Let all South Australians see Auditor-General stated:
the Leader of the Opposition for what he is. In 1996, he is  on the basis of Government agency analysis, some projects have

saying that we should still hold on to the State Bank andeen entered into which result in a net additional financing cost to
SGIC. the Government when compared with the use of public sector

The Hon. M.D. Rann: | never said that. funding (page 35, Auditor-General’s Report).
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Yes, you did. You said it this The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | anticipated answering
morning. The Leader said this morning that the whole procestis question in about an hour’s time, but | am delighted to

of selling assets has been flawed. answer it now. In answering the question, we should review
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: the history of the Mount Gambier Hospital, in particular,
The SPEAKER: Order! | warn the Leader of the because the member for Gordon rightly reminds me of broken

Opposition for the second time. promises by the Labor Party made on a number of occasions

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | want all South Australians over the past 15 or 16 years—sheer unadulterated broken
to understand this: we have an alternative Government ipromises: John Cornwall once, Don Hopgood twice, and |
South Australia that still wants us to hold on to the Stategpresume Martyn Evans once. For the past four elections, the
Bank, SGIC and those other assets that have been losihgbor Party has gone to each election saying to the people of
taxpayers millions of dollars a year. He still wants to have thdMount Gambier, ‘We will build you a brand new hospital.’
monkey on the back of all South Australians. Mr Speaker, | ask you and the people of Mount Gambier—

Let us look at the facts that have come out. Let us look at Mr Atkinson interjecting:
this figure of $110 million, which was a snapshot not of just The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Spence.



Wednesday 2 October 1996 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 27

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: —to analyse what came The SPEAKER: When the question was being asked, the
of those promises—absolutely nothing—and a need for th€hair was considering the same matter as has been raised by
better health care of the people in the South-East was ignorelde member for Spence. Therefore, | permit the Treasurer to
year in year out, election after election. In 1993 this Governanswer the question dealing with the $300 million, but he
ment was elected with a massive majority because of thehould not attempt to answer whether newspaper headlines
matters the Premier detailed in his answer to the most receate correct or otherwise. The honourable Treasurer.
guestion: for example, the State Bank, SGIC (the listgoeson The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The question was not of that
and on) and $3.1 billion in debt. What would one do in thatnature and if the member for Spence—
circumstance? Would one abandon the people of the South- Members interjecting:

East for a fifth time? Would the people of the South-East The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Well, | have the question, for
legitimately say— crying out loud. | wish to respond to particular statements

Ms Stevens interjecting: made by the Leader of the Opposition last night on television

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Elizabeth. ~ and on Philip White’s program. Mr White said:

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: —thatdemocracy had let Yes. In fact, $110 million a year cost to the taxpayers_from the
them down if, for the fifth election in a row, they did not have Selling of assets to pay off the State debt; a very curious...and
a new hospital built? No, we did not do that. We acknow-Unfortunate series of cnrcum.st.ances,_l imagine.
ledged that they deserved an appropriate health care modEfe Leader of the Opposition said:
and, given the fact that from the perspective of this Govern- That’s right.
ment the cupboard was bare, we looked at other creative wayhat is the quality of the Opposition in this State. The

of doing it. That only left one option, which was to go to the premier of this State clearly outlined that, if we take the past
private sector for funding and to maintain the hospital as gye years, we have just paid a dividend to the taxpayers of
public hospital. It is still completely staffed by the public $3 1 billion and a recurrent $114 million saving every year,

is not a private hospital; it is not being privatised, as thghe headline should have said. | remind members—
member for Elizabeth continually says. We have provided npembers interjecting:

with a cost amortised over 25 years—and | emphasise ‘over The SPEAKER: Order!
the 25 years of the contract—a new hospital which simply  The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | remind members of exactly
would not have been built and, |ndeed,_ probabl_y the old ONG/hat we have had to put up with. Let us analyse some of the
would not even have been renovated without going down thigormation that is available to every member of this House.
path. We have heard about the enormous losses of the State Bank
Mr Clarke: It costs us more money. and SGIC. We know about the $1 billion debacle with the
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: The Deputy Leader of the Myer-Remm Centre (and, of course, certain members of this
Opposition continually says, ‘It costs us more money.’ TheHouse have some responsibilities in that area); Collinsville,
simple fact of the matter is that the money it costs is moré&xport Park, the overseas loans and the interstate loans. Then
than covered by the efficiencies we are able to generate hye look at SGIC, 333 Collins Street, the planes, the trains, the
having a modern state of the art hospital. It is a perfectherry pickers, the goats and cattle and Hurricane Andrew—
example of how the taxpayers— if there was anything that could go wrong, the previous
Mr Clarke interjecting: Government was into in a big way. We have seen five years
The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Leader has been Of dividends minus $3.1 billion.
warned for a second time. He does not want to start the On top of that we have ASER, with a $160 million
session off in a bad manner. overrun in the cost of that building and a debt that it cannot
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Itis a perfect example of climp over. Some of the things we have .hao.l to sort out since
how the taxpayers in the South-East of South Australia caRoMing to Government—and we are doing it successfully—
look to the Brown Liberal Government and say, first, itinclude Scnmbgr, with nearly$60 rr_ul_hon gone by the board;
honours promises; secondly, it acknowledges that the healf®MCOR and its loss-making activity; theland Seaway
care needs must be met; and, thirdly, it is prepared to p@volving a $5 million subsidy every year to run it; and the

creative in a responsible way to provide better health careunviability of State Clothing. When the Leader of the
Opposition said, ‘That’s right’ this morning, he wanted those

ASSET SALES past practices to return. He wants a $110 million dividend,
which does not exist by the way, and he wants $3.1 billion
Mrs ROSENBERG (Kaurna): Will the Treasurer losses. would like to clear up one more thing and, if anyone
respond to the view that there is a $300 million hole in the'eads the Auditor-General's Report—
budget and criticism of the Government's assets sale Members interjecting:
strategy? Following the release of the Auditor-General’'s The SPEAKER: Order!
Report yesterday, today’s edition of thastralianis running The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Part A of the overview on page
a headline ‘The Auditor-General identifies a $300 million7 of the Auditor-General's Report, dealing with the
hole in the budget’ and thadvertiseralso has a front page $300 million, states:
story referring to the assets sale process. Yet yesterday the Accordingly, the result of maintaining the projected outcome
Treasurer reported to this House that the Government hagyer the two-year period is, in itself, an important achievement.
produced an underlying deficit of $101 million for the 1995- He acknowledges the achievement of this Government in that
96 year. report, and we will still reach it. | spoke to him last night and
Mr ATKINSON: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. he said, ‘Stephen, you are hitting the bottom line.’ | say to
I understand it is out of order for a member to ask a Ministelevery member of this House, that we are on target, and we
whether or not a report in a newspaper is correct. will not expose the taxpayers of South Australia to another



28 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 2 October 1996

$3 billion loss, which is exactly what the Leader of the ment so that this promotional gear and all the images will be

Opposition is trying to achieve. displayed in the Adelaide Convention Centre and the
The SPEAKER: The member for Elizabeth. Adelaide Entertainment Centre. This is all part of the tourism
Mr Brindal interjecting: industry recognising how good our city is and promoting it
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Unley. as the major single destination for tourists coming to South

Australia. | congratulate ACTA on its latest promotion, which
LEGIONNAIRE'’S DISEASE is part of telling the rest of the world how good our city is and

making sure that the people of our city are aware of the
Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): My question is directed to advantages of the City of Adelaide.
the Minister for Health. Why were draft copies of Professor
Lane’s legionnaire’s report referred to the Minister? Have AUDITOR-GENERAL
they been altered, and will the Minister table copies of all
drafts submitted by Professor Lane? Yesterday the Minister Mr FOLEY (Hart): Why did the Premier publicly
told the House that he had not received the final report bugriticise the Auditor-General for providing a critical analysis
that he had seen early drafts of the report and made chang®$ the Government's economic and financial programs? On
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: On 9 August this year Radio 5AA this morning, when discussing the findings of the
Professor Lane met with me at his request to discuss progreégiditor-General’s Report, the Premier described the Auditor-
with his investigations. At that meeting | was shown anGeneral as being ‘short sighted’ and ‘simplistic,” and he then
incomplete working draft (singular) of the report and,accused the Auditor-General of attempting to rewrite history.
needless to say, | availed myself of the opportunity to discuss The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | indicated that the way that
with Professor Lane a number of matters to do with highis had been picked out of the Auditor-General’s Report in
investigation and his broad conclusions, as the people ithe summary was overly simplistic. In fact, it was only a
South Australia would expect the Minister for Health to do.snapshot of the past 12 months. In fact, it is not even that: it
I did this to satisfy myself that the investigation by the Healthis a snapshot of what were the best one year figures they
Commission and its response had been prompt and appropeieuld try to produce for the four organisations that have been
ate in case urgent remedial action had to be taken. Clearlysold. | stand by what | said, which is that, quite clearly, the
needed to know that forthwith. As | said, the draft wassummary which is conveyed in the first part of the report does
incomplete. not paint the true picture. The true picture is that these
| should point out to the House that from what | canorganisations have lost us $3 172 million, and no-one can
recollect from 9 August until today—and | have not seendeny that. Also, I highlight that what the summary highlight-
another copy of the report until today—very little hased—
changed between my recollection of what the working draft The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
was and the finished product; and certainly the findings of the  The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | certainly criticise the
investigation and the response have not altered in any wayeader of the Opposition, because the Leader—

from my recollection. The SPEAKER: Order! | warn members that | will
enforce Standing Order 137.
ADELAIDE CONVENTION AND TOURISM The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Leader of the Opposi-
AUTHORITY tion has now become renowned for one day coming out and

o - . supporting asset sales and the sale of the State Bank and the
Mrs HALL (Coles): Will the Minister for Tourism next day saying, ‘l am opposed to those sales.’ The Leader

inform the House of the strategy of the Adelaide Conventiong , sy man. He is not Leader of the Opposition but Leader
and Tourism Authority’s new campaign promoting Adelaide?

The Hon. G.A. INQERSON: In recent de}ys there have ogmiecgfgg&ﬂﬁ&?gﬁhl';éder ofthe opportunists, and the

been some releases in relation to convention and congregs Members interiecting:
! ; P ; jecting:

meetings here in South Australia. It is interesting to note that The SPEAKER: Order! Interiections are out of order
we now have 17 per cent of Australia’s international X N ! ) '
market—an increase of 2 per cent. As a result of that and as, ' '€ Hon. DEAN BROWN: Am | to take it from the
part of this significant business, the Adelaide Convention anlft€riection of the Leader of the Opposition that he believes
Tourism Authority (ACTA) has developed a strategy to at we should have retained ownership of the State Bank and
upgrade the promotion of the ‘Sensational Adelaide’ bannerC!C?
that has been used for a long time, particularly at the Grand The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:
Prix and at many other sporting events. The authority has The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Yes, you are. Make up your
looked at how to promote Adelaide and the sensational issuégind.
relating to Adelaide. The authority has made an arrangement Members interjecting:
with Ansett and Qantas at the airport so that visitors see the The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair does not believe it is
promotion of Adelaide as a city. People will see the promo-becoming for this level of conversation across the Chamber.
tion of wine and food, our heritage and our transportation he honourable member has asked his question. The Premier
system—all promoted with the support of the Federakhould notinvite interjections. | ask the Premier to answer the
Airports Corporation. guestion, and | advise the Leader of the Opposition not to

On Sunday, the first group of flags went up on Airportinterject again today.
Drive. Unfortunately, the wind was strong and a couple of The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | stress that the facts are
wooden barriers broke, but they have now been replaced withere. We cannot rewrite history by trying to look at the State
aluminium barriers. However, we will have a fantasticBank and SGIC for just one year—no-one can do that. | am
promotion of the City of Adelaide as people travel from thequite within my rights to point out that, in looking at the State
airport into the city. The authority has also made an arrangeBank and SGIC, one cannot go past the fact that those
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organisations have cost taxpayers over $3 billion. Equally, The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair is of the view that in

one cannot go past the fact— his ministerial statement and in answer to other questions the
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: Minister has gone very close to answering that question;
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | thought the Leader of the therefore, | would expect the Minister to make only a very
Opposition was told not to interject again today. brief response, otherwise it will be repetition.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Chair will deal with that The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | thank the member for
matter. Reynell for her question, because it gives me an opportunity

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Equally, one cannot go past to indicate that Professor Lane was not merely an appropriate
the fact that, in 1991-92, 1992-93 and 1993-94, Forwoo@ppointment as a reviewer but that indeed we were fortunate
Products did not return one dollar to the taxpayers of Soutto have access to his services, as he is one of the world’s
Australia. Not one dollar. We cannot go past the fact thateading public health practitioners. Itis a fact that the member
SGIC in one year returned nothing and in another year ifor Elizabeth appears to be trying to belittle the Professor’s
incurred a loss of $350 million to taxpayers. Anotherachievements and experience. There is a well-known cliche
important point to realise is that by bringing down the debtabout that. Clearly, the member for Elizabeth, the Leader of
we are bringing down interest payments, particularlythe Opposition and indeed the whole Opposition do not like
payments to international bankers, and that means we hatlee message, so they are trying to assassinate the messenger.
more money in our budget to pay for education, health and If the member for Elizabeth were right in this instance—
other community services. That is what this Government iand she is not—that Professor Lane is a man of too limited
about—putting more money into education and health.  experience to undertake this review, does it not seem odd that

Mr CLARKE: Mr Speaker, | rise on a point of order. the former Labor Government invited him here with the
Standing Order 98 provides that Ministers are supposed t@/orld Health Organisation as an expert of such standing in
answer the substantive question rather than providing the public health area that he would establish a training
political haranguing. program for field epidemiologists? So, if the member for

The SPEAKER: | suggest to the House that it is not Elizabeth were correct, the former Federal Labor Government
helpful to anyone to have this continual stream of interjechas jeopardised the whole future of public health in Australia
tions across the Chamber. | have already pointed out to tHey having this man guide the training of our future practition-
Deputy Leader of the Opposition on previous occasions thars. Clearly that is not right. Clearly, the reason that the
Ministers have more latitude in answering questions thamVorld Health Organisation and the former Labor Govern-
members have in asking them. | also point out that Ministersnent asked this man to come to Australia and devise a system
should not pad out time unduly in answering questions antb train epidemiologists was that he is a world expert; that is
they should be precise. | suggest to the Deputy Leader of thecknowledged.

Opposition that, if he is particularly interested in that Inthe House yesterday the member for Elizabeth further
Standing Order, he should pay attention to a number of othextlleged that Professor Lane ‘had no practical experience in

Standing Orders. the management of epidemics’. Professor Lane either led or
Mr Clarke: Standing Order 137. was involved in the management of outbreaks and epidemics
The SPEAKER: In particular. in salmonella, ECHO virus, poliomyelitis, staph enterotoxin,

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | highlight one phrase from measles and smallpox; he worked on many outbreaks of
the Auditor-General’'s Report on which | have enlarged thismallpox and measles in a number of African countries,
afternoon: Indonesia and Yugoslavia; he was involved in the manage-

It is recognised that through asset sales the Government h&gent of outbreaks of yellow fever and meningococcal
significantly reduced the business risks associated with commerciaheningitis in West Africa; and he was one of the field
activities. workers on a large outbreak of St Louis encephalitis.
Instead of talking about a $4 million benefit in one year, | The member for Elizabeth also asserted that Professor
think that should have said that the taxpayers have paid oliane told her that he had never worked with legionnaire’s
$3 000 million under that risk. That is the pertinent issue—disease scientifically or administratively. Clearly, the
not the $4 million benefit in the snapshot of one year but thémplication from the member for Elizabeth is that Professor

$3 billion loss over the past five years. Lane does not have the expertise to review management of
Mr Foley interjecting: alegionnaire’s disease outbreak. That is absolutely amateur-
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am glad that | now have a ish. Does this mean that you cannot treat suicidal tendencies

member of the Opposition supporting it. if you have not committed suicide? Of course it does not. In
The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: my ministerial statement | outlined a number of Professor

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | have the Leader of the Lane’s achievements. They are simply encapsulated by
Opposition who is opposed to the sale and who this morningaying that good public health principles and good public
on radio criticised the Government for selling these assetiealth practice can be generalised to a range of outbreaks; and
The Leader of the Opposition is clearly jumping from issueProfessor Lane is certainly a world leading practitioner of
to issue regardless of where he happens to stand on any ogeod public health principles and excellent public health
day. practice. It is about time the Labor Party stopped trying to

shoot the messenger.
LEGIONNAIRE'S DISEASE
NASSAR, Mr A.

Ms GREIG (Reynell): Will the Minister for Health
inform the House about the validity of claims made by the Mr ATKINSON (Spence): | ask the Premier: what is the
member for Elizabeth regarding the suitability of Professonature of his involvement with Mr Abdo Nassar, the Arab
Lane’s appointment to review the Health Commission’sbusinessman who is a central figure in the Libyan trade
management of thiegionellaoutbreak? fiasco; and why did the Premier recommend his appointment
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to the Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs Commission, despite Abdo Nassar, trying to paint the picture that Abdo Nassar has
opposition within Cabinet? shown an interest only in the Liberal Party. He has clearly
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: First, let me make quite clear shown considerable interest in the Labor Party as well, as is
to the House how the Libyan trade mission came to myclearly shown in evidence presented to the Supreme Court
attention and how | received a request to write a letter. Bnd the Equal Opportunity Tribunal.
released to the media (and the honourable member may not
have a copy) a draft letter which was received in my office FIREARMS
on 23 October last year and which set out how Henry Ninio
carried my personal endorsement, etc. It was sent to John MrROSSI (Lee): Will the Minister for Police inform the
Scales in my office. At the bottom of the letter the following House of the progress being made to buy back prohibited
appeared: firearms? | am aware that the buy back scheme started in
Dear John, Please see if the attached is okay. | will forward yorr@Uth Australia on 9 September 1996. Along with a number
the name of the Prime Minister [of Libya] and exact title in the nextOf other significant changes to firearms laws, it included the
hour. Thanks, Henry. introduction of new photographic licences.
Here was a letter from Henry Ninio sent to John Scalesinmy The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Itis pleasing to report progress
office asking us to write a letter endorsing the trade missio®n the buy back scheme. From 9 September to 30 September,
to Libya. some 19 211 firearms have been surrendered to the Govern-
An honourable member interjecting: ment, the total value of those firearms being approximately
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It has a great deal to do with $7 104 533. There were also prior payments to buy some
Abdo Nassar, because the request for the letter came from tfieearms and parts from dealers.
Lord Mayor. | have released a copy of that letter so that | thank the police in particular and the members of the
people can clearly understand. | was away at the time. | mighgublic for their cooperation. It is not easy trying to manage
add that John Scales amended the letter and sent back a dieftwds and people who have varying points of view on
to Henry Ninio as Lord Mayor, pointing out that he had firearms. There have been one or two small hiccups but the
changed the original and showing the changes he had madeheme has been an unbelievable success in the way it has
It was still not presented to me for signing. When it wasoperated. | would also like to note that some of the people
presented to me | refused to sign it, for obvious reasonsyho adamantly opposed the change to the firearms legislation
because it is quite inappropriate for the Premier to sign &ave since communicated to me that they believe it is a step
letter like that. | therefore refused to sign it. So, this claimin the right direction. Whilst they regret that they must
that the State Government was somehow secretly involvesurrender a semiautomatic firearm, they are now more
in preparing for the Libyan mission is absolute rubbish.  relaxed about it than they were previously.
Members interjecting: South Australia has completed all its audit requirements.
The SPEAKER: Order! We are meeting the national standard. We were the first State
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The honourable member to be paid some money to buy back these guns. | believe that
asked two questions, and one was specifically about thee have so far received $9 million in pre-payment. There

Libyan mission. have been some disputes between the States about the cost of
Members interjecting: the scheme. We have said that we are satisfied with the deal
The SPEAKER: Order! from the Commonwealth, but in certain of the States that do

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | point out that the issues in not have the infrastructure in place there is a need to get the
terms of the mission came from the Lord Mayor and no-onescheme moving. | would support extra money being given to
else—and they did not come from Abdo Nassar. Secondlyhose States, otherwise the scheme will wander on and some
Abdo Nassar’s appointment as a representative of the broad its success will be lost.

Middle East community came up through the Multicultural | also apologise to those people in the country areas who
and Ethnic Affairs Commission and his name came up in @ave handed in firearms. There was an expectation that a
general recommendation of a whole list of names. His nameheque would be in the post within 48 hours. That was not

came up on a list, from which Cabinet selected a number ahy expectation: it was an expectation which was created.

names and put them on the commission. As soon as it canmost of the cheques are getting out rapidly, unless the guns
to my attention that he was bankrupt, | insisted upon hisare not on the prescribed list. When they are not on the

resignation and it was submitted. It was immediatelyprescribed list, they must go through a different procedure.

requested and submitted. | apologise for any delays, but people will receive their

Let us look at who is very close to Abdo Nassar. Evidencecheques. | thank the public of South Australia for their
from a Supreme Court case that has been heard and from tbeoperation in this venture.

Equal Opportunity Tribunal clearly shows that in 1985 the

then Minister for Community Welfare, Greg Crafter, was NASSAR, Mr A.

very close to Abdo Nassar, so much so that he recommended

him as an ethnic aide in the Department of Community Mr ATKINSON (Spence): When did the Premier last
Welfare. The court evidence that has come through fronspeak to or meet Mr Abdo Nassar; what was the nature of
those two hearings—both the Supreme Court and the Equtiiose discussions; and has the Premier ever met Mr Nassar
Opportunity Tribunal—shows that it was the former Laborin the Premier's home or Mr Nassar’'s home?

Government that specifically recommended and as a result The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member has
got the appointment of Abdo Nassar to the position of ethni@sked three questions. He has been here long enough to know
aide within that department. So, quite clearly— and has enough skills to frame a question in a manner which

Mr Atkinson: What year was that? will elicit the information he wishes. If it happens again, the

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: It was 1985. So, quite question will be ruled out of order. | will allow the Premier
clearly, here is the Labor Party, which has been very close toconsiderable latitude because of the nature of the question.
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The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | have not spoken to Mr from a principal figure in the Libya trade scandal, Mr Abdo
Nassar for quite some time— Nassar of the Central Arab Information Bureau?
Mr Atkinson: Quite some time. The SPEAKER: Order! That is a comment and the
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: —let me be quite clear— honourable member knows it. Leave is withdrawn. The
except that at the welcome home for the Olympians he walsonourable Premier.
in the Town Hall as a guest of the Lord Mayor; | saw himin ~ The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The answer is no, | do not
the crowd and briefly said ‘Hello.” | do not think | said have a separate campaign fund. | have never had a separate

anything further. campaign fund. It is against Liberal Party rules to have a
separate campaign fund. Any money that goes to the Liberal
CHARITABLE AND SOCIAL WELFARE FUND Party goes into the organisation. Therefore, as | do not have

] o ] a campaign fund, | could not possibly have received money
Mr WADE (Elder): Will the Minister for Family and  from anyone associated with any particular campaign,
Community Services advise the House when and how thgissjon or anything else—full stop.

$3 million Charitable and Social Welfare Fund will be
distributed? INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT BOARDS

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | am very pleased to inform
the House about the considerable progress that has been madeMr D.S. BAKER (MacKillop): Will the Minister for
in regard to the independent board which was appointed lagrimary Industries detail the timetable for the implementation
month and which has the responsibility under statute tof industry development boards, in particular the Wool
oversee the guidelines and timetable for the distribution of théndustry Development Board, for Primary Industries South
fund. Australia, and outline a brief summary of their roles?

It has now been determined that funding will be distribut- The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | thank the member for
ed on a quarterly basis with the first allocation to be made itMacKillop for his question. | know that he and all rural
December this year. There will be various aspects to the funchembers are anxious for a lift in profitability for our rural
and its distribution. For example, the fund will cater for one-industries. As | have previously stated in the House, South
off allocations with an upper limit of $25 000 for organisa- Australia’s primary industries sector is already worth
tions addressing social welfare needs including thos&3 billion and is responsible for more than half this State’s
organisations which have experienced increased demand esports. What we now need to do is to create an atmosphere
a result of pressure from gaming machines. A greatefor long-term, stable and sustainable industries which will
proportion of funds will be used for smaller allocations, give investors confidence to commit capital. We also need to
especially for initiatives and minor capital items which raise the profile of the sector to attract more investors.
support and enhance service provision. It will be used to In a bid to help promote our primary industries sector, we
sponsor one-off events and activities within the charitable andiill be establishing a number of industry development
social welfare arena. boards, and these will be used to advise on how Government

| am pleased to say that a special emphasis will be oresources can best be used for the most effective outcome for
helping organisations and programs that assist the mostdustry development. The major challenge is to identify the
vulnerable families in the community, such as families whoright areas to support and the best way to maximise farmer
are experiencing poverty or hardship and who risk breakincomes and economic development for South Australia.
down. The fund will also assist organisations to develop Our vision for the future is based on recognising the need
innovative alternative fundraising strategies to help thenfor Government, industry and the community to work in
increase revenue when their income is affected by gamingartnership to achieve improvements. Government should no
machines in particular. longer continue to focus only on the production end of the

Applications for the first round of funding will be called primary industries value chain. We must be working at
in mid October, with the closing date being mid Novemberdifferent levels along this ‘paddock to plate’ chain while
The advertisements will be placed so that the public are vergoncentrating on increasing the incomes of producers.
much aware of the progress that has been made and the fact As the member for McKillop said, we have already called
that applications may be called for funding. for nominations for a wool industry development board, and

In conclusion, | am delighted with the composition of thatwe will follow up later this year with nominations for a
board and, more importantly, | am delighted with the progressorticulture board. In 1997 we will establish boards for meat,
that is being made by the board. It is a very important areaseafood and field crops, and we will be seeking to appoint to
It was a very important initiative of this Government and | these boards people with vision and expertise in a range of
believe that the board and the funds that will be madeareas with a view to creating greater opportunities. The
available through the administration carried out by the boardltimate aim is to see the primary industries contribution to

will assist many South Australians. South Australia grow even further and the primary producers
of this State become more viable, increasing their incomes for
NASSAR, Mr A. themselves and their families.
Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Has the Premier ever met Mr NASSAR, Mr A.

Abdo Nassar in the Premier's home or Mr Nassar’s home?

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member has  Mr ATKINSON (Spence): Given the Premier's answer
already asked that question and, therefore, the Chair has o the previous question about his knowledge of campaign
alternative but to rule it out of order. Does the honourabledonations, can he explain why Mr Abdo Nassar claims that
member have a further question? he wrote him a personal check for $1 100, made out to the

Mr ATKINSON: Has the Premier his own separate Dean Brown Campaign Fund and marked ‘Received’ by the
campaign fund and did he receive a donation to that fun@®remier’s close friend and mentor, the Hon. Ted Chapman?
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The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Let me make it quite clear: | would also like to put on record appreciation for the
I have never ever set my eyes on any cheque whatsoevBelvation Army and Red Cross, which provided meals and
signed by Abdo Nassar or sent from Abdo Nassar. It is asefreshment to volunteers. Late last night water levels in the
simple as that. | have never set my eyes on or known of angrea had receded significantly and crews were able to return

such cheque. to their bases. The most life-threatening incident caused by
Mr Atkinson interjecting: rising waters occurred when a 15 year old youth was found
The SPEAKER: Order! clinging to a tree in floodwaters caused by the expansion of

the River Torrens at about 4 p.m. on Monday. | know the
member for Coles was particularly concerned about that
incident. On this occasion, an MFS crew from Ridgehaven
tation was first on the scene and, with support from SES
olunteers, a firefighter waded out to the stranded youth with
a rope tied to his waist and, after securing the youth, dragged
FLOODS him back to safety. The youth was taken to hospital for

Mr BUCKBY (Light): Will the Minister for Emergency precautionary measures and allowed to leave sometime later.

Services inform the House of the crucial role undertaken by_ N the south, in the District of Kaurna, along the

South Australian emergency volunteers during the recerfnkaparinga River, there was a serious threat on the night of

widespread flooding across the wider metropolitan area? Monday 30 September, after heavy rains saturated the
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: This is obviously a very catchment area. More than 300 personnel, including 100 SES

important question to a number of members in this Hous ersonnel, 20 CFS personnel, 40 police officers and 150

as they have been concerned about events in their electorates, prop y 9

in recent days as floodwaters have risen and emergen!: gtjI?jnr?a\r/]ggzeenbg:]%cfylr(zeos(,jieﬂifizgﬁt%&;Woas%ee?fl(lylrtosbr:lgjur?cl)){
services personnel have responded. | would like to put on tho 9

- . een there. In the Adelaide Hills region, several towns,
record my appreciation as Minister for the strong way in. cluding Balhannah, Hahndorf, Langhorne Creek and

: n
which they and other members have supported emergenéérdun' reported different levels of flood damage requiring

services volunteers, brigades and units during their time as__: .
members in this place. assistance from emergency services personnel.

Some of the worst affected areas were in the District of hlelgnlos\/;trlﬁtthgia;n?grbgzi” g;?\I/Ii(r:gir\?v?ﬁlr(Selrg tnll'i:r?lgsgu
Light, as rivers in that region rose. Indeed, heavy rain ove y gency ' y

the weekend and into the week caused widespread floodi ﬁr ajob well done.’ Itis impossible to pay tribute to them all

An honourable member interjecting:

The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest to all members that
they should just be a little cautious. The Chair’s tolerance
which has been very elastic today, is now drawing to an en

across the greater metropolitan area, primarily along th dividually, but South Australians certainly have received

Torrens River, the Gawler River and the Onkaparinga Rive ? benefit of their dedication, skill_s, expertise and unselfish
Information collated by my emergency service agencies hzéo unteer endeavours through their efforts over the last few
revealed that more than 600 personnel were involved in tho ays.

regions in combating floodwaters. The State Emergency

Service utilised more than 15 000 sands bags during the HOUSING TRUST TENANTS

em_?;]gegcyvae:v;ce_ls_v\(l)pei/r\;at;l()ns.r W ne of the worst Ms HURLEY (Napier): Will the Minister for Housing,
€ bawier to fwo VVElls area was one ol the WOrsh ;,, Development and Local Government Relations ensure
affected areas with the Gawler River breaking its banks at the outcome of the Commonwealth-State Housing
Sg\éir;ll g{%cgsrh;r;gsﬁ; c()jr;e IEOII?lttflﬂa tggflv\l’é?'g'rté’ath:ngsr reement will guarantee that no tenant in public housing in
EES voluntéers from EnfieFI)d .Northern Districts I’Dros ec outh Australia will pay any more than 25 per cent of their
' S, FTOSPECH, -y me in rent and that they will continue to have security of
and Tea Tree Gully, and eastern suburbs units, with th?enure’>
support of CFS volunteers and local council employees, ' e .
worked through the night of 30 September and 1 October '€ Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN: It is very easy to give an
nswer to that. The Federal Minister for Housing and the

sandbagging homes and roads and carrying out mindt . . -
diversion works. Their efforts saved about 15 homes in the "ime Minister have both given an assurance that existing
tenants in the South Australia Housing Trust will be disad-

Gawler region from extensive flooding. vantaged in no way whatsoever by any changes that may be
When the flood levels receded in the Gawler area, thos%ade by the Federal Government.

same crews were then deployed to Two Wells to prepare for

the river to peak in that area. It was only after the beginning 1€ SPEAKER: The member for Taylor.

of sandbagging operations in the area that SES crews who Members interjecting:

had been working overnight were relieved by fresh crews The SPEAKER: Order! The members for Kaurna and
from Campbelltown, Metro South, Kapunda and HappyNapier are being very rude to the member for Taylor.
Valley. That widespread support indicates just how many

crews across the State diverted their efforts to the area of CHILD CARE

need. Another major sandbagging operation was undertaken,

11 homes being sandbagged by SES and CFS volunteers to Ms WHITE (Taylor): Is the Minister for Employment,
prevent possible flooding, while local council used heavyTraining and Further Education concerned about the impact
machinery to relieve water pressure in some areas. In althat the Federal Government budget cuts to child care will
some 200 SES and CFS volunteers were involved in the Twhbave on the ability of women in particular to access training
Wells operation, and police provided excellent support withemployment programs in this State; and, if so, what does he
traffic control and advice to local residents. intend to do about it?
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The Hon. R.B. SUCH: I would be concerned if there was Opposition is about market rent. Let us talk about market
a negative impact on women accessing training and higheent, because market rent will make absolutely no difference
education generally. As the member for Taylor would knowwhatsoever to the 82 per cent of our tenants who are in
TAFE runs more child-care facilities in this State than doeseceipt of a subsidy. Is the Opposition saying that the old
any other organisation, and we will continue to be committedystem of paying rent was fair, where a person in, say,
to providing, as cheaply as possible, child-care facilities t&t Peters, would pay the same rent for exactly the same house
ensure that women are not disadvantaged. | will be pursuinip Smithfield? Is it saying that is fair? Members opposite
the matter with Senator Vanstone when | meet with her latewould not have a clue, and it is about time they woke up to

this week. some of the real facts of life regarding the best way housing
can be provided, because that is what this Government will
HOUSING TRUST TENANTS do.
o ) Members interjecting:
Mr CONDOUS (Colton): Will the Minister for Housing, The SPEAKER: Order! | do not know whether the

Urban Development and Local Government Relationgheputy Leader of the Opposition wants to participate in
respond to allegations made in the House yesterday by thgrther activities of the House today—and a number of
member for Napier in relation to the future of public housing?members to my right are not assisting the Speaker—but |

The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN:It is with pleasure that | do  syggest that he sit quiet or he will be named. That is not a
so, because, as my colleagues interjected when the honoyarning but a promise.

able member asked her question a couple of minutes ago, the

honourable member and the Leader of the Opposition have

been involved in one of the most scurrilous campaigns | have

ever seen of trying to scare tenants of the Housing Trust.
Members interjecting:

The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN: Members can say ‘Come LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE
on!" but it is absolutely true. .
Members interjecting: Mr CUMMINS (Norwood): | bring up the annual report

The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN: Of course | am not Ofthecommittee for the year ended 30 June 1996 and move:
surprised, because one thing about members of the Opposi- That it be received.
tion is that they are consistent in that every time they open Motion carried.
their mouths about the Housing Trust they bring out the scare
tactics, especially around election time. | can tell them now Mr CUMMINS: | bring up the first report of the commit-
that tenants of the Housing Trust are well aware of theéee and move:
Opposition’s ‘cry wolf’ tactics. In fact, | am delighted that That it be received.
they are stepping up '['hIS campalgr_l,.because | am getting Motion carried.
many telephone calls, in both my ministerial and electorate
offices, defending the Housing Trust and criticising the GRIEVANCE DEBATE
Opposition for the unfair approach it is taking in this matter.
Let us get some facts on the record. Yesterday, the shadow The SPEAKER: The proposal before the Chair is that the
Minister talked of an outrage. The only outrage is herHouse note grievances.
behaviour and that of the Opposition and the tactics they are
trying to use. Mr BROKENSHIRE (Mawson): Today and yesterday
As the Federal Government has already quite clearlyn the House it was interesting to see, once again, the negative
stated, the funding this year will be the same as that for ladteader of the Opposition fabricating and misleading the
year. It has made quite clear that existing Housing Truspeople of South Australia. Of course, we expect this to
tenants will not be disadvantaged in any way, shape or formhappen on an ongoing basis, because that is the only way that
In other words, the rent payment of a maximum of 25 petthe Leader knows how to act. It is interesting to note how he
cent of theirincome will continue, and all the other advantatook small pieces out of the complete Auditor-General’s
ges that they already enjoy will remain. It behoves theReport, from which | will quote some relevant information.
Opposition, instead of trying to frighten tenants, at least to b&Vith respect to the debt situation, the Auditor-General said
honest. Of course, that would destroy the argument, becaugeage 21):
the last thing the Opposition is ever interested in is the truth.  As a very broad indication, the revenue forgone in 1996-97 from
All it wants to do is get out there and frighten those people—the sale of these businesses might be in the order of $110 million—

Members interjecting: and | emphasise ‘might—

The SPEAKER: Order! . . It seems, on the basis of this very limited analysis, that the sale of
~ The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN:As | have pointed out, there  Government businesses has not contributed significantly to the
is no doubt whatsoever that the scare tactics being employediate’s underlying deficit outcome. This analysis, of course—
are not working. The honourable member talks about thend this is what | would like to emphasise, which the Leader
fears of the tenants: if the tenants have any fears at all it if the Opposition clearly would not do—
only because the Qpp(.)s'tlon. has b.een te”'”g COmpletﬁoes not consider the achievement of other Government objectives
untruths about what is going on in relation to housing. For th@ind other advantages or disadvantages that may flow from these
benefit of the honourable member, I will be only too happysales. In particular, as previously stated, there is a benefit arising
to reiterate that point. from the reduced risk from commercial activities.

Members interjecting: Of course, on top of that is the fact that new jobs have been

The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN:I am delighted to respond created as a result of the initiative to outsource some areas of
to that, because another scare campaign introduced by tiBvernment and to encourage new businesses to come into



34 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 2 October 1996

this State and create new opportunities for us. We all knovfor Playford, when he comes in and tips out the Leader of the
only too well under the previous Labor Government—ofOpposition, will start to support the Government in its good
which the Leader of the Opposition was a senior Cabineéndeavours.

Minister during the whole debacle—that we lost 33 000 jobs The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable member’s time
just in the manufacturing sector. We lost many businesgas expired.

headquarters from this State to the Eastern States, but all that

has now been turned around. The fact that this Government \jr ATKINSON (Spence): | want to draw to the attention

is prepared to work on the long-term plan for South Australiayf the House the detached amusement with which the
and not the bandaid measures we saw time and again undssrliamentary Labor Party regards the current difficulties of
the Bannon/Arnold Governments, when MrRann was ahe Adelaide City Council. We have heard two schools of
member of that Cabinet— argument about the Adelaide City Council. First, we have
MrFOLEY: Irise ona point of order, Mr Speaker. l ask heard the argument from the trendy North Adelaide faction
you to rule that members address other members by theg the council that the Adelaide City Council ought to be
e|eCt0rate_ or t|t!e and not by thell’ name, as the honourablgructured on one person/one vote: that isl the on'y peop'e
member just did when he referred to the Leader of th§yho can vote for the Adelaide City Council should be
Opposition as Mr Rann. . residents who are on the House of Assembly electoral roll.
for Hartis correct, and the member for Mawson wil not, i facion says that no matter how much you pay in
continue in this ma’mner rates,Rno matlt/tlerl}/vhethe:you are Mye|_r| an_d )éou [;ay re:jtes on
n . your Rundle Mall property or you are Harris Scarfe and you
MrbBRfOKENSI—_HRE. (sz crc:urse, g notefaggun ;[jhaf[ theh ay a massive amount in rates, you should not get a vote on
;pem er tor H?‘” tries tg t‘; ?t gse pomtﬁodor er ltmng ttt ouncil. So, despite the fact that the central business district
Ive minute grievance debaté, because ne does not want tyg, o rates the wealth which allows the Adelaide City Council
real facts to come out. He is happy to sit there, and when w spend the money that it spends on all the good things, the
remember that he was a senior adviser— trendy North Adelaide faction says that the people who raise

Mr FOLEY. | rise on a further point of order, the wealth and pay the taxes should not be allowed to vote for
Mr Speaker. | ask the honourable member to refer to me e City of Adelaide

the member for Hart, by my proper title. . . . .
The SPEAKER: The Chair was not aware of the  1he business and commercial faction of the council says

misdemeanour on that occasion. | understand that the memt}Q t there ‘_Q‘hOUId be no taxa“"r? without re_prese_ntation. I.t
for Mawson may have referred to the honourable member es the view that the commercial and business interests in

a senior adviser. The Chair is somewhat relaxed about thaf'€ central business district should be represented on the
The honourable.member for Mawson. council. Indeed, it aims to be the majority faction and to run

Mr BROKENSHIRE: In conclusion, | point out that the the council as it does currently and has done usually through-

member for Hart, who in all that debacle was the senioPUt the history of the council. _
adviser to Premier Arnold in the Labor Government, and the The Labor Party views these arguments with amusement,

present Leader of the Opposition— because these two groups have never had good relations with
The SPEAKER: Order! | suggest that the member for the Labor Party: they hold us in contempt. | say that as one
Mawson not labour the point. who has been a member of Parliament for almost seven years

Mr BROKENSHIRE: The Leader of the Opposition was and has had a longstanding quarrel with the Adelaide City
also part of that debacle and, as a result, this State wésouncil about its closure of Barton Road, North Adelaide. |
absolutely vulnerable and was sitting on a knife edgemust say that, with the exception of Alderman Sam
destined never to have an opportunity to recover. With regarghristodoulou and Councillor Jim Crawford, | have been
to the State’s current financial position, | quote from page 4reated with contempt by every other city councillor. Either
of the Auditor-General's Report. In summarising severathey have had the discourtesy not to reply to my correspond-

important factors with respect to substantial changes, hence, even in cases where | have actively supported their
states that we are now seeing: campaign for election through my contacts in the City of

a reduction in the balance of net indebtedness. At 30 June 199¢édgl§1ide, or they have flagrantly lied to me abou,t their
net debt is estimated to be $7 782 million compared withPOsition on the closure of Barton Road, North Adelaide.

$8 440 million at 30 June 1994. So, it is with some amusement that | look at their current
The debt is coming down but when we came into office thapredicament. You would think that | would readily support
debt was horrendous and was increasing. It is now declininthe Government’s plan to sack the Adelaide City Council and
and getting under control. The report states that significarmeplace it with three commissioners. That plan has some
contributions have been made towards the long-termattraction for me, because the Adelaide City Council is
reduction of unfunded superannuation liabilities. Howeverflawed in its boundaries and structure. It is a scandal that the
there is still $4.3 billion there. There was $8.5 billion to influence of North Adelaide residents on the Adelaide City
$9 billion of core debt. There was a recurrent budget deficiCouncil through the coincidence of that suburb happening to
that was ballooning out and would have hit aboutbe part of the City of Adelaide leads to those residents
$850 million by the year 2000. That is the reason why thigreceiving a 45 per cent rate rebate. That is robbery, and it
Government has had to be tough and get on with the job. Thehould be stopped. It is a disappointment to me that the
proof is now there. This State is turning the corner and thé&remier, when he foreshadowed the plan to introduce three
Opposition does not like it. They are fighting among them-commissioners to take over the governance of the City of
selves. The member for Playford is trying to get to CanberraAdelaide, was at pains to tell the Minister for Health and the

I have heard that, if he does not, he will roll the Leader of theMinister for Transport that the 45 per cent rebate would stay
Opposition within the next couple of months, and that will bebecause, of course, as members know, they are residents and
a blessing for South Australia, because at least the membeatepayers of North Adelaide.
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However, it seems to me that the Liberal Party is equallysaid, often their services are unsung, and the community
as guilty as the City Council regarding the closure of Bartorrelies on them to ensure that residential and council property
Road, North Adelaide. To put three Liberal Party commis-in this area is not threatened and is protected when floods
sioners into the City of Adelaide would just lead to the occur from time to time.
perpetuation of that iniquitous closure which keeps the
residents of Bowden and Brompton from their legitimate ~Mr LEWIS (Ridley): As we head into this period of
business in western North Adelaide. | will watch this debaténtense consultation between the Murray Mallee task force
with interest, and | will be interested in anything that theand the people who live in the rain fed areas of the Mallee of
Liberal Party or the Adelaide City Council has to say aboutSouth Australia, extending from the foot of the escarpment
the question of Barton Road, North Adelaide. It is the Laborof the Mount Lofty Ranges on the eastern side through to the
Party's official policy to reopen Barton Road, North Victorian border, there are some issues into which I and a few
Adelaide, and it will do so sooner or later. other people have done some research and to which | wish to

draw attention along the way. One of the most significant and

Mr BUCKBY (Light): 1wish to add to the comments of important issues not only relevant to people in the Murray
the Minister for Emergency Services during Question TimeMallee—and | acknowledge the presence of the Minister in
regarding the work of the SES, the CFS, the local council anthe House and the work that he has done to ensure that a task
local police during the floods of the past couple of days. Iforce can be set up to examine these problems—but right
has come to be a fact that we rely on these people in riveacross the wider rural communities of South Australia, and
catchment areas when heavy rain and the inevitable mingkustralia in general, is the horrific health problems, especial-
flooding occurs. We call on these volunteers to work througlty as they relate to men. Indeed, as an overlay on this subject,
the night to protect homes and properties, and often thethere is a great deal of indifference and ignorance on the part
work is somewhat unsung. Quite a bit has been learnt sinaag® Government agencies, in the main, to men’s health, not
the 1992-93 Gawler River floods. The local council carriedonly physical health but mental health as well.
out diversion works under the culvert of the railway line at Men’s health is the forgotten issue. More men are being
Two Wells. As a result of that work, the water was diverteddiagnosed and suffer from prostate cancer, for instance, than
in a westerly direction, so that this time many houses in théhere are women suffering from all kinds of gender specific
Two Wells area were not subject to the threat of floodingcancers in women. In consequence of that, the end result is
Also, many home owners in the Lewiston and Two Wellsdeath; and the death rate from gender specific cancers is
area had constructed levee banks around their propertyigherin men than itisin women, yet 100 times more money
following the 1992-93 floods, so that when the water rose thigs spent on research into women'’s health issues (that is, breast
time their homes were not under great threat, and that wasancer, cervical cancer and the like) than is spent on men’s
good to see. health issues. How can that be? The feminist lobby has been

| attended the command headquarters at the Two Wellfar more effective in getting public interest in and concern for
CFS building on Monday at about 5 p.m. Plans were welthe problems of women. | do not berate what has occurred in
under way to deal with any level of flooding that was tothat respect in the way in which women'’s health issues have
occur. | thought the preparations by the CFS and SE®een addressed, but | do berate the fact that bureaucrats, who
volunteers were excellent. Sandbagging was already undk&now these statistics exist, have simply ignored the fact
way at various properties which they knew would be at riskbecause no-one has raised their voice about them.

The flood was estimated to peak at 6 o’clock on the following In the past, | have raised my voice willingly and frequent-
morning. It was also learnt while | was there that there wouldy over the necessity to address the trauma which confronts
be a king tide of 2.71 metres, the highest tide for the montlwomen when they are diagnosed as having cancer too
of October, also at 6 o’clock on the following morning. So, developed for it to be anything other than terminal. That is
members of the CFS to whom | spoke hoped that the floodsad, but it is equally sad for a man and, since more men are
would not be as great as had been suggested. so afflicted, it is about time we redressed the balance in that

The river peaked at 9 o’clock, and a number of roads wereespect. Members only have to go through the newspaper and
closed including: the old Port Wakefield Road, Williamslook not at pages 1, 2 or 3 but further on to find headlines
Road, the Gawler River Road, the old Port Gawler Road, anguch as the following: ‘The suicide rise among youth linked
other minor roads in the Two Wells and Lewiston area. Ado grief skills’, ‘National crisis over youth suicides’, ‘Rural
| said earlier, these floods were not of the magnitude of thgouth suicides rise tenfoldustralian3 July 1995), ‘Rural
1992-93 floods. One of the reasons for that was that the Southales top youth suicide rat&@vertiser7 October 1994) and
Para and North Para Rivers peaked at different times, whered3ivorced males top the suicide list in general in the State’s
in 1992-93 both rivers peaked at the same time, as a result @D-24 age group.’ A great tragedy is occurring before our
which the massive amount of water that attempted to getyes in our community, and it has been caused as a conse-
down the Gawler River and out to sea caused severe floodirguence of factors outside the control of the individual and for
at that time. As a result of the different peak times of thewhich the individual has been given no understanding or
South Para and North Para Rivers, Gawler and the loweraining in respect of to how to deal with it. This is especially
reaches of the Gawler River were not under great threat. true of men, as | have said.

Areas of Gawler that were flooded included Goose Island For the benefit of members, | refer to the cause of death
and the backyard of a home in Eighth Street. Sandbaggingmongst men in the age group 25-64: ischaemic heart disease,
occurred in Eighth Street to protect other properties in tha253 per cent higher in the case of men over women; suicide
area, and the only other thing that occurred was that caravars 252 per cent higher; lung cancer is 223 per cent higher;
were moved from the lower areas of the Gawler Caravan Parkotor vehicle and traffic accidents are 170 per cent higher;
to reduce any risk of damage. Again, | would like to thank thestomach cancer is 130 per cent higher; and stroke is 34 per
CFS and SES volunteers, the police and local council workersent higher. Indeed, women can expect a life free of disability
who worked through the night on 30 September. As | havesome six to seven years longer than men.
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Ms WHITE (Taylor): | refer to an issue which has not | conclude by referring to another paragraph from the letter
been resolved and an issue about which members have heavtlich states:
me speak often. It is an indictment on this Government that e did make you aware we had done so by requesting a sum of
the issue has not been resolved to this date. It is the issue ¢f5 000 from ‘Kickstart’ to fund a complete Enterprise
the funding of Paralowie House programs in respect ofourse. . Giventhat a typical ‘Jobtrain’ program for DEETYA of
employment and training for young disadvantaged youth ir%fsmllar ?6 Wﬁeks duratlo/n normally (aoslts between $60 0%0 a;]nd

: : : £65 000 for the sponsor/trainer to deliver, we assumed this

thg northern suburbs. In Estimates Committee hear_ln_gs earligls  pmission was cost effective and economical.
this year | asked the Minister for Employment, Training and
Further Education why he would not fund Paralowie House. \is GREIG (Reynell): Today, | would like to announce

At least three other members of the House have visiteg, ihe House another fantastic achievement in sport and an
Paralowie House and | know that they agree thatits work igyen pigger achievement in basketball. On Thursday last
certainly worthwhile and worth supporting. week the Noarlunga Tigers provided us with two outstanding

At the time | asked the question in Estimates Committeeseams for the action packed 1996 Bank SA League Basketball
the Minister replied, ‘Well, they have never applied for Grand Final. Both the men’s and the women'’s senior teams
funding. | sent the Minister copies of correspondence whicthave had a highly successful season. Unfortunately, our
proved that it had applied for funding. | sent a letter which themen’s team was robbed of victory in the last seconds of its
Minister had signed in response to a request for money anghal game and, notwithstanding this error in judgment, we
also another letter requesting funding on a second occasifere provided with a brilliant display of skill and determina-
but which was rejected by the department. On 10 Septembgbn and a truly exhilarating game that saw Darren Carroll
this year (two months later) | received a response from thgwarded the grand final's MVP award. However, the
Minister who said: women’s team did conclude with a victory and what a finish

| have a keen interest in the future of young people in this Statél was—size, power and determination were all on side with
and the Government will continue to ensure that not only arehe Noarlunga women. The win is the club’s sixth women’s

opportunities available but that innovative ideas continue to behampionship but the first since 1986, which has broken its
encouraged and supported for the benefit of youth and the State.run of three successive grand final deyfeats

However, | find that, while the Minister finally has visited  The Noarlunga Tigers women last Thursday opened up a
Paralowie House, seen what it does and agreed that it is vepjatch winning lead straight after half time to power home
important work and should be supported and given &ver North to win 63-47. The effort was a whole of team
commitment to fund its programs for $20 000, it seems thahpproach, and | must acknowledge that it was a fitting way
the Minister has reneged on that commitment. | put on thgor Michelle Brogan to finish her career with Noarlunga.
record a letter which | received from Paralowie House and\iichelle, playing her last game for the club with which she
which is a copy of the letter to the Minister expressingbegan as a junior, had a finale worthy of her status as a
disappointment at the reneging on his commitment folrilliant sportswoman. She will be sadly missed from South
funding. In part, the letter states: Australia and, even though some at Noarlunga suspect Mr
You will recall your recent visit to Paralowie House wherewe ~ Kennett has wooed her to Victoria, | can assure the House
discussed at great length the programs we are running to assi$tat that is untrue. | wish her well in her move to Melbourne

disadvantaged youth establish an enterprise ethos. During thg marry her fiancee Steve Griffith.
conversation we discussed the relevance of alternative, modifie . , . .
business plan development for young people who might display 1h€ Tigers women's team has been fortunate in having

excellent business acumen but might not have the necessary skiltsyo Olympians on board: Michelle and, of course, Carla
as yet, to articulate their ideas to the rigours of NEIS standardBoyd. Both of these women are a credit to their club, to
Everyone present agreed that a preparatory course to the NE|Bsyethall and more so to women's sport. Whilst we are all

program, furnishing the required skills and motivation to disadvan- . . :
taged youth, would be invaluable. To this effect we tabled our drafProud of their achievements, I think we should also acknow-

copy of the ‘Youth in Business’ Enterprise Course. ledge the people who worked with these women and Who_
The letter continues: encouraged and supp(_)rted them, and they are of course th_elr
) fellow team members in the Noarlunga women'’s team, their
There was a clear demarcation, made by yourself, between thsbach and manager and the strong and dedicated group of

Kickstart' funding and your $20 000 offer of support to provide aping the scenes people who make it possible for the team
infrastructure funding as well as venture capital for fledgling youth,

operated businesses. You compared the funding to that of the cd Play and the club to function as a truly professional body.
of a Tarago car, and commented that it was a cheap method of |t would be remiss of me not to acknowledge Mrs Sue
funding disadvantaged youth programs. Redden, another member of the senior women’s team and, |

You did emphasise that it would be ‘outside the normal DETAFEshq|d add, the member for Peake’s daughter. Sue has just
processes’ and that we should fax through the request directly t R . .
your personal secretary, with the comment that all moneys shoulgompIeted her final season as a player and hopefully she will

be expended as stated in the request. put her boots back on and use her skills to coach some of our
It qoes on to state: younger hopeful players.
9 ' ] Noarlunga City Tigers Basketball Club has existed under
| am somewhat perplexed at the apparent ‘backflip’ on youthat name for only the past 11 years, making it a relatively

commitment to support ‘Youth in Business’ programs, which : . .
encourage our client group (the disadvantaged, ‘hard end’ of th¥oung clubin the BASA competition. While the club may be

unemployed youth market) to create their own opportunities byelatively young in name, it had its origins in the late 1950s.
generating small business enterprises. The club grew in competitive strength during the 1970s, and

Your personal commitment, on behalf of your department, toby 1975 those guiding its destiny had the foresight to see that

$20 000 financial supportto *Youth in Business’, outside and abovets future growth and development lay in the expanding
the confines of the ‘Kickstart’ parameters, is obviously not to be P
considered as a ‘core commitment’, but rather a ‘politically.softh7ern 's;ljb#rbbs._lghus tpim,ast s;]gmf{(/:a}nt m(;\_/e occurr1red
expedient commitment to be negated by DETAFE bureaucrats badk 1976 with the building of the Morphett Vale stadium as the

in the cloistered isolation of the Flinders Street office. new home of the Tigers. In fact, 1976 proved to be momen-



Wednesday 2 October 1996 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 37

tous in the club’s history, with both the senior men’s and |LOCAL GOVERNMENT (CITY OF ADELAIDE)
women’s teams winning their first premierships. BILL

The club became involved in mini basketball in the o ]
Morphett Vale area during 1975, and thus the advent of the The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN (Minister for Housing,
stadium provided further impetus for Glenelg to develop intdJrban Development and Local Government Relations)
the top club in South Australia and eventually Australia. Byobtained leave and introduced a Bill for an Act to provide for
1980 it had become obvious that the club’s destiny wadhe appointment of commissioners to undertake responsibility
integrally tied with the growth and development of the City for the operations of the Corporation of the City of Adelaide
of Noarlunga. At a meeting of the club on 26 October 198¢during a period of administration and for other purposes.
it was decided to change the name to ‘Noarlunga City Tiger&ead a first time.

Basketball Club Incorporated’. The name change became The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN:I move:

official on 7 January 1981. The club grew during the 1980s  That this Bill be now read a second time.

to become the largest basketball club in South Australia, anidseek leave to have the second reading explanation inserted
this is evident through the subsequent building extension an Hansardwithout my reading it.

Morphett Vale by two courts to form the present four court Leave granted.

complex. This Bill introduces arrangements for the governance of the City
The men’s team competed in the fledging Nationalof Adelaide, to give effect to recommendations of the Adelaide 21

O, ; - eport.
Basketball League competition in 1979 and in the South East That report reflected concerns which have been expressed by

Conference in 1981-82 before supporting the composite City,,ccessive State Governments for some years over the operations of
of Adelaide Eagles, the forerunner to the West End 36ershe Adelaide City Council.

Currently, Brett Wheeler is a member of the NBL team whilst  The concerns can be divided into two classes; those arising in the
Ben Osborne and Travis Leaver are members of the Adelaide@st and present and those which cause anxiety for the future.

Buffaloes. We have had many successes and man The principal concerns in the past and present have been the
) .eymergence of factions and personal clashes within Council, ren-

Olympians have been selected from our team, including Juligiering the proper exercise of its functions difficult. These concerns
Nykiel, Brendan Flynn, Donna Quinn and Mark Bradtke. Theare not occasioned by malpractice of the Council or its administra-
Tigers have a strong junior program, with teams competingjon, but arise from the electoral structure and the limiting franchise
in all age groups and divisions for both girls and boys.0f the Councillors.

: : The Local Government Act contains suitable provisions for
Current senior players Michelle Brogan, Karen Chapmandealinq with malpractice but is powerless to deal with the

Joanne Bryans, Tanya Kiley, Grant Yates, Brett Wheelefgoyernment's present concerns.
Craig Douglass and Mark Thompson have all come fromthis These concerns were strongly voiced by contributors to the
club’s junior program. | wish the club many more successesonsultation on city centre issues conducted as part of the Adelaide

It has proved that Noarlunga has strong status in basketb uﬁui”d}é{fmﬂvée%ee{i tﬁg?;:?rlgeitmo Vaelfr?aﬁgésols)#lte%i\tllszjoflégil’atigg
and | am sure it will have a long history ahead of it. cannot deliver. g y
Adelaide 21 stressed the need for changes to the governance of
the city which is critical to the future of the City of Adelaide and to
ensure it is in a stronger position to meet the challenges of the next
century. To achieve that, it is vital to put in place a new form of
governance to give effective representation in the affairs of the City
to a broader cross-section of South Australians.
The changes of governance were part of a package of proposals.
SESSIONAL COMMITTEES It also included the establishment of th% AdelaicEI)e Partnersr?ip,%joint
i . - . . private-public sector organisation to coordinate and oversee
The Legislative Council notified its appointment of geyelopment projects in the city centre, and to establish an Adelaide
sessional committees. Marketing Authority.
Mr MEIER: Mr Deputy Speaker, | draw your attention __The Reportand its proposals have received widespread support
to the state of the House within the community. The Premier has previously announced the
) establishment of the Adelaide Partnership and foreshadowed on
A quorum having been formed: several occasions his intention to introduce legislation this session
to deal with governance.
In formulating our proposed strategy, the Government has

SITTINGS AND BUSINESS examined the strategies used in Sydney, Melbourne and Perth to
) install Commissioners, when those cities faced problems similar to
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move: those described above.

S . . The current electoral franchise in the City of Adelaide is basically
That the House at its rising adjourn until tomorrow at 10.30 8Mhe same as for all other councils in the State which use a ward and

; ; aldermanic system.
Motion carried. The electoral franchise includes only electors with a specific
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | move: interest in the City of Adelaide and, therefore, does not represent the

That Standing Orders be so far suspended as to provide thl,{ﬂterests of the wider population of the State, for whom the City is

when any division or quorum is called, the division bell will be rung e cultural and commercial centre.

for three minutes with the Clerk determining the three minutes by nA r;]egutral rr?slult (I)fmtthlrs frtancgtljsewlﬁ trha:hthe C%ﬁ??l/\}i?ﬁt\j/adtor
using the debate time clock. concentrate on local interests and, where they conflic e

interests, gives them precedence.

Motion carried. This effect is clearly outlined in the Adelaide 21 study and
. . elsewhere as contributing to the relative stagnation of city centre
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: I move: activity and building development when compared to other metro-

That Standing Orders be and remain so far suspended as to enaBfditan centres. There is no capacity under the existing governance
the introduction of Government Bills before the Address in Replyt0 represent and project Adelaide and South Australia into the
is completed. regional and global markets of the future.

] ] The Government believes there should be a broader repre-
Motion carried. sentation in the future governance of the city centre.
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The form of representation raises a large number of issues Clause 2: Commencement
including effectiveness, accountability, equity and voting method-The measure will come into operation on a day to be fixed by
ology. These questions require an extensive study and politicalroclamation. However, schedule 1 will be taken to have come into
process to resolve. The form of that study and its objectives makeperation on 2 October 1996.
it incompatible with the continuation of the currently elected  Clause 3: Interpretation
Council. This clause sets out the definitions required for the purposes of the
To ensure the satisfactory functioning of the City while the measure. The ‘City of Adelaide’ is the council of that name
consideration of the best form of future Government ensues, and iacorporated under thieocal Government Act 1932 he measure
instil a sense of wider responsibility for the Council in the meantimealso uses the term ‘period of administration’, being the period
it is proposed to replace the elected Council with Commissionersommencing on the day on which section 5 of the Act comes into
appointed by the Government. operation and ending at the conclusion of the elections to be held
These proposals cannot be achieved within existing legislatiorunder section 17.
Accordingly, this Bill has the following features, which are expanded  Clause 4: Interaction with Local Government Act
in the Explanation of Clauses: This Act and thd_.ocal Government Act 193Fe to be read together
() Replacement of the elected City of Adelaide Council with and construed as a single Act. However, in the event of an inconsis-
three Commissioners appointed by the Government fromency between the two Acts, this Act will prevail.
the date of proclamation until 30 June 1999 or the first  Clause 5: Commissioners to constitute City of Adelaide
meeting of a newly elected Council, whichever is the The composition of the City of Adelaide is, from the commencement
earlier. One of the key tasks of the Commissioners willof this section, to be altered so as to be constituted by three
be to recommend to the Government the future form ofCommissioners to be appointed under this Act. The members of the
governance for the City. City of Adelaide holding office immediately before the com-
(i)  Establishment of rules of conduct for the Commissionersmencement of the section will cease to hold office. The City of
closely similar to those for Boards of Statutory Corpora- Adelaide will continue as a council under thecal Government Act
tions. 1934(and, in particular, the body corporate continues); the differ-
(iii)  Vesting all of the powers, rights, responsibilities, assetsence Is that it will now be constituted by the three Commissioners
and liabilities of the Adelaide City Council in the Com- rather than elected members.

missioners. Clause 6: Appointment of Commissioners
(iv)  Placing the Commissioners under Ministerial direction, The Governor will appoint the Commissioners. A Commissioner will
including reporting requirements. require particular qualities, expertise and knowledge. One Commis-
(v)  Placing a duty of care and specific performance on thesioner will be appointed as the Chief Commissioner. Provision is
Commissioners. made for the appointment of deputies. On the office of a Commis-
The Bill also provides that: sioner becoming vacant, a person must be appointed to the vacant

(vi)  The Commissioners are to investigate and recommend toffice.
the Minister a proposed new electoral franchise and Clause 7: Conditions of appointment
process to achieve a wider representation in the newlyA Commissioner will be appointed on conditions determined by the
elected Council. Governor, and for a term determined by the Governor. The Governor
(vii) On a day no later than the first Saturday in May 1999, will be able to remove a Commissioner from office at any time. The
elections are to be held for a new Council, under the theroffice of a Commissioner will become vacant at the end of the period
existing Local Government Act provisions, which would of administration.
include the legislative change introduced to give effectto  Clause 8: Validity of acts and immunity of Commissioners
the outcome of the Commissioners’ report. The Commis-A vacancy in the office of a Commissioner will not affect an act or
sioners will require guiding principles, and these are sefproceeding of the City of Adelaide or of the Commissioners. A
out in a Schedule to the Bill. Commissioner will not incur personal liability for an honest act or
It is possible that the currently elected Council may seek to sebmission in acting in his or her office. Any liability will attach
in place projects to benefit the existing narrow franchise of the Cityinstead to the City of Adelaide.
before the Commissioners take office. Clause 9: Commissioners’ duties of honesty, care and diligence
The Bill guards against this eventuality by requiring the CouncilA Commissioner will be required to act honestly in the performance
to seek approval from the Minister for specified new projects (beingf official functions. A Commissioner will also be required to
essentially projects with a value exceeding $100 000) in the perioéxercise a reasonable degree of care and diligence in the performance
between public announcement of the proposals and proclamation of official functions. A Commissioner must not make improper use
the new legislation. This approach requires the relevant parts of thef information acquired in office, or of the position of Commission-
new Bill to be effective before its passage through Parliament, andr.
the Bill sets today, 2nd October, 1996, as the operative date in this Clause 10: Transactions with Commissioner or associates of
regard. Commissioner
Section 197 of the Local Government Act already allows theNeither a Commissioner, nor an associate of a Commissioner, will
Government to prescribe by regulation projects which can only bée able to be involved in a transaction with the City of Adelaide,
carried out with the agreement of the Minister. It provides for anunless the Minister grants an approval. The regulations will also be
onerous process to achieve such agreement including public noticable to exempt prescribed classes of transactions.
Any action of a Council contrary to these provisions would  Clause 11: Disclosure of interest
constitute a breach of the Act and liable to being declared null and Commissioner will not be able to act in a matter in which the
void. Commissioner, or an associate, has an interest.
Possible changes to boundaries, such as the inclusion of North Clause 12: Proceedings
Adelaide with other Councils, will not be allowed under this Bill. This clause sets out the proceedings for meetings of the City of
Neither the Commissioners be able to change the residential rafedelaide for the period during which the Commissioners hold office.
structure. Either of these matters would add a range of peripher@ quorum of the City of Adelaide consists of two Commissioners.
issues to the debate. If any such proposals do arise, they will be dealtdecision carried by two votes cast at a meeting of Commissioners
with by either the new Council or under other legislative provisionsis a decision of the City of Adelaide. Other provisions are included
The three Commissioners, whose appointment is to be at th® ensure that meetings can be held effectively. Subject to the Act,
pleasure of the Governor, will be for a limited period (of about 2%4the Commissioners will be able to determine their own procedures.
years). In this regard, the Bill contains a ‘sunset’ clause that would Clause 13: Functions and powers of Commissioners
cause the Act to expire on 30 June 1999 or earlier by proclamatiorthe Commissioners will be responsible for the administration of the
It is not expected that any significant extra resources would beffairs of the City of Adelaide during the period of administration.
required to operate the Council under the proposed arrangementa. particular, they will, during the period of administration, have,
Whatever is needed could be drawn from the existing Council budgesxercise and discharge the responsibilities, powers and functions of

allocations. members of the City of Adelaide under any Act (for example, the
The proposed change in electoral franchise is expected thocal Government Act 1934other law, or instrument.

strongly benefit the State Government’s economic objectives. The Chief Commissioner will act in the office of Lord Mayor. A
Clause 1: Short title Commissioner will be able to assume any office, position or

This clause is formal. membership that a member of the City of Adelaide could assume.
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Clause 14: Reports to Minister be as follows: one Minister and the Leader of the Opposition or
The Commissioners will report to the Minister, as required by themember deputed by him, 20 minutes; any other member, 10 minutes.

Minister. i .
Clause 15: Ministerial direction Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): The

The Commissioners will be subject to the control and direction of thdPPOSition very reluctantly agrees to the suspension. This is

Minister (other than with respect to recommendations contained imot because we do not want the examination of the Auditor-

areport Unde_f clause 16). _ _ General’s Report to take place as soon as possible; indeed,
Clause 16: Report on options for City of Adelaide we are quite happy that that be done today. However, | point

The Commissioners will be required to prepare a report on option : - .
for the future governance, powers and functions of the City OIBUt to the House that, in negotiations with the Government,

Adelaide. The report must be presented to the Minister by 31 Marcile Opposition sought to have more extensive time set aside
1998. The Commissioners will be required to take into account théor questioning the relevant Ministers.
matters set out in schedule 2 when preparing the report. This House ought to remember that, in all previous years,

Clause 17: Restoration of elected council : - o7
The first elections for members of the City of Adelaide after theInCIUdIng the 11 years under the former Labor Administra-

commencement of this measure will be held on the first Saturday dfon, the Auditor-General’s Report was available at the time
May 1999, or on an earlier date to be fixed by proclamation. of the Estimates Committee hearings. Individual Ministers
If the election is held on or after 1 July 1998, the Governor will were therefore available for examination from 11 a.m. to 10

be able by proclamation to cancel the periodical elections that ar, i i
next due to be held for the City of Adelaide (so that the term of ofﬁceﬁ'm" and we could use the whole of that time if necessary to

of members elected at the first elections will be for a longer periodexamine Ministers with respect to ‘the Au.ditor-GeneraI’s
oftime than would otherwise be the case (and to avoid the situatioRReport. Because of the Government's decision to change the
where they would only hold office for a relatively short period of timing of the handing down of the budget, the Auditor-
time)). General's Report cannot be done in time for the Estimates

Clause 18: Ministerial approval for rates . - . I X
The City of Adelaide will be required to obtain the approval of the Committee hearings. As a consequence, in negotiations with

Minister before it declares a general or separate rate under Part X Jf€ Gov’ernment we have sought to ensure that the Auditor-
the Local Government Act 193®Differential rating for residential  General’s Report receives the type of scrutiny that we believe
properties will continue. it deserves.

Clause 19: Regulations . ) In negotiations with the Government, we stated that the
The Governor will be empowered to make certain regulations. . d - hould b ined f |

Clause 20: Expiry of Act Premier an Deputy_ P_remlers ould be examined for at least
The Act will expire on a day to be fixed by proclamation. The Act &1 hour each; the Minister for Health for at least an hour; the
will automatically come to an end on 30 June 1999 if a proclamatiorMinister for Infrastructure for at least an hour; and the
has not been made by that date. remaining Ministers paired at 30 minutes between them. We

Schedule 1 thought that was a very reasonable compromise, particularly

This clause establishes a period, commencing on 2 October 1996 a : i
ending on the appointment of the Commissioners under clause 5 gﬂ/en that, when in Opposition for 11 years, members of the

the measure, during which the City of Adelaide will be required toCUrrent Government had the ability to examine Labor
obtain Ministerial approval to certain contracts and leases, or risMinisters in an Estimates Committee from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
that the contract or lease will be avoided by the Minister. If theand that they had the Auditor-General’s Report for a long
Minister does avoid a contract or lease and, as a result, the Ministey, . ; i
or the City of Adelaide incurs a liability, the amount of the liability, ?{erIOd of time to ensure adequate _scru_tlny. There has been
will be recoverable (jointly and severally) from the persons whoS0me advance on the scandalous situation last year, when the
were members of the City of Adelaide at the time of the contract oAuditor-General's Report was just a gum flapping exercise
lease. after 7.30 p.m. when members spoke for 20 minutes, no
Schedule 2 Minister was in the House and no questions could be asked

This schedule sets out the objectives for the new governance of t . ; ; :
City of Adelaide (to be taken into account when the Commissioner?? Ministers during tha.t session. What has been provided by
prepare their report under this measure). he Government on this occasion is an improvement, but—

‘Schedule 3 3 N o Mr BRINDAL.: | rise on a point of order, Mr Speaker. |
Th'tS schedule makefstﬁgeC'f'FgOV'Slon fOtf'tAh‘? ?ggéipp"c?ﬁlon othought we were discussing a motion for the suspension of
certain provisions o ocal Government AC rnng the i :
period of administration. The schedule will not derogate from.Standlng Orders, but the Depyty Le"’!der seems to be Straylng
general principle set out in clause 4(2) of the Bill. into the substance of what will be discussed after Standing

Orders are suspended.
Mr CLARKE secured the adjournment of the debate. Members interjecting:

’ The SPEAKER: Order! | do not want any discussion
AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT across the Chamber. The motion before the Chair is for the

. . suspension of Standing Orders to allow a process to take
The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premler). I move: place. A person wishing to speak to that motion has to relate
That Standing Orders be and remain so far suspended as their comments entirely to the motion to suspend Standing

enable: ; it
(a) The report of the Auditor-General on the budget resultsorders' For the benefit of the Deputy Leader, it is a matter

1995-96 to be referred to a Committee of the whole House and fof/NiCh over many years has often attracted the attention of the
Ministers to be examined on matters contained in the papers ihair. On this occasion, the Chair has been exceptionally
accordance with the following timetable: tolerant of the honourable member. He was not here when we

15 Pr_emtier a,\r)lq D‘t?pu]fy Fjl[emier, 30 f&“i&ut‘?st? M]inisttﬁrfgr Health have debated some of these other matters. | suggest that he
minutes; Minister for Tourism and Minister for the Environ- ; ; ;

ment and Natural Resources, 30 minutes; Minister for Emergenck'/nk his remarks very cautiously. )
Services and Minister for Housing, Urban Development and Mr CLARKE: Thank you, Mr Speaker, and | certainly
Local Government Relations, 30 minutes; Minister for Employ-do intend to conclude so that we can get on with the examin-

mﬁﬂgtﬁf”?@ ;?guligét'hlslzrﬁgtg?afg?rll r%”fsi\fi”i,\sﬂtgrr]L?;g’tﬂ'r‘i”'r?ryation of the Ministers concerned. Again, | would ask that in
Small Business and Régional Developmentyls minutes. 9 future negotiations the Government pay greater attention to
(b) A motion to be moved that the report of the Auditor-Generalthe needs of the Opposition so that the Auditor-General's

and budget results 1995-96 be noted and that the time for speechiReport can be given the scrutiny that it thoroughly deserves.
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Motion carried. management committee and they must sign off on every

In Committee. major outsourcing contract.

The CHAIRMAN: This is an opportunity to ask ques-  The Hon. M.D. RANN: Does the Premier agree with his
tions of Ministers on matters raised by the Auditor-Generabwn Government’s guidelines on private sector funding of
in his report. | ask members to refrain from making personajnfrastructure projects which state that, where the choice is
comment. This is not a broad ranging debate: questions musktween Government funding and structured partnerships
be on lines in the Auditor-General's Report relevant to thewith the private sector (and | quote from the Auditor-
portfolio of the Minister under question at the time. StandingGeneral’s Report at page 33, Part A), ‘in by far the majority
Orders apply, and | remind members that questions not p@f cases . . . Government provision of funds, sourced from
may still be asked during the normal Question Time in theraditional borrowings, will be cheaper than the structured
House in the ensuing days or placed on the Notice Papesrrangements’?

Questions will be asked first of the Premier and Deputy The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Auditor-General is
Premier. | invite the Leader of the Opposition to commenceaying that, if you try to run a project using private funds—
guestioning. , and we talked about this earlier this afternoon in relation to

The Hon. M.D. RANN: We certainly support the e port Augusta and Mount Gambier hospitals—invariably
opportunity to question Ministers in this way. We appreciatgne cost will be slightly higher than otherwise will be the
the opportunity to ask questions following the Auditor- ca5e That s the case with both those examples. Even though
General's Report but we reinforce the point that 15 minutegne cost is slightly higher, that does not mean that you will
each for the Premier and the Treasurer is a token effort ang; proceed. If you use Government funds, it might be that
some might say a joke. The Auditor-General clearly wantsnere is no money available within the budget constraints and,
some debate on his report. Last year neither the Premier nf{arefore, the project would not proceed at all.
any other Minister (except the Deputy Premier very briefly)
turned up for debate on the Auditor-General's Report
Previously, the Auditor-General’'s Report was made availabl
series. Indeed, it was very much the fodder and bullets for th? tgrms of people not_ Iosmg tlme sitting in trucks waiting for
Opposition during the estimates process. The very fact tr%?mes. The calculations indicate the many thousands of

The Berri bridge is a classic example of a project where
rivate funds have allowed the project to go ahead. In that
ase, there is a significant economic return to the community.

it has been confined to 15 minutes rather than eight or nin erson hours lost in operating the ferry system versus a

hours per Minister shows that the Government does ng ridge. Therefore, although the cost of funds might be
regard itself as being accountable and, from what we ha lightly higher through the private sector—and you would

Vg ! X ;
i , xpect that, because the private sector’s borrowing costs are
heaNrId tg;jsatly, Sggﬁonnmrﬁ:?egh?oAug'tzr 3(,356?321 SXE’KSZ,[ invariably marginally higher than those of the Government—

Y g - page . that does not mean that you would not go ahead with the
Overview) and private sector provision of infrastructure.

Does the Premier agree with the audit that, in matters oﬁggeﬁgl smutrtllgs%av?/‘z 3; e'\goﬁir\],;g??ntﬂgrﬁsde P?c?eﬁtigvvghalld
contracting out and private provision of infrastructure, p ’ P broj

. . not have proceeded within the constraints of the budget.
Treasury should ‘move from an advisory role to a mandatory . . .
The Hon. M.D. RANN: The Auditor-General is saying

role of assessing private sector participation arrangements’. ; . !
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Basically, that is exactly how thatwe are not talking about a tiny amount of funds in terms

it works now. Treasury is required to be involved in the©f POth those hospital projects that the Premier has just

process. We have changed the process, refined it, as y ientioned: we are talking about a total of $6.5 million in

would appreciate. We have been doing it now for 2% year unds—$4 million for Mount Gambier and $2.5 million for

As a result of that, we have a Cabinet subcommittee which©'t Augusta—that the Auditor-General quite strenuously
deals with contracting out. We also have a prudentiaPo'ntS out is lost to the Government in terms of money that
management committee which must approve any contractirfg?Uld have been spent on patient care and so on.

out on a significant scale. We are putting aside routine The Hon. DEAN BROWN: First, the cost as highlighted
contracting out of highways works and the like. We areby the Auditor-Generalis a cost over many years, perhaps 20
talking about the one-off contracting out that you go throughyears or something like that. It depends on the discount rate
Treasury is a member of that prudential management groughat you use. If a lower discount rate is used, the cost of the

together with the Crown Solicitor and the head of thePrivate funds becomes less and the economics of using
Department of the Premier and Cabinet. There is now &rivate funds is better. We have used a discount rate of about

mandatory role for Treasury in that process. 6 per cent on this. | might add that most economists are now

The Hon. M.D. RANN: | have a supplementary question. arguing that for the next 10 to 20 years they believe the
Is the Auditor-General again wrong? Today, among othegliscount rate will be substantially less than that during the
things, you described him as simplistic. He is saying thapast 10 years. Upon that basis, there may be no additional
Treasury should change its role from an advisory role to gost if the discount rate drops. | know that Dr Don Stammers,
mandatory role in assessing these private sector arrang&ho is a highly regarded national economist, has been
ments? You are now saying it is involved. Is the Auditor-arguing that the discount rate will drop quite substantially,
General right or wrong? and in fact has already dropped substantially. Whilst those

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | can indicate that there is a figureS of $4 million and $2.5 million are USEd, you must be
prudential management group which was set up earlier thigareful, because they are costs over a 20 year period. If the
year as a result of a specific recommendation of the Auditordiscount rate is less, those costs might prove to be quite false.
General last year. As a result of that, there is now a manda- The Hon. M.D. RANN: It is interesting that Professor
tory role for Treasury. | am sure that the Under Treasurer o6tammers has become the Premier’s latest guru. It was
Mr Kowalick will acknowledge that they sit on the prudential previously Professor Cliff Walsh before he turned Queen’s
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evidence. | understand that that centre wants a bail-out: it iBarliament on the extent of our legal exposure in these major
in the red. outsourcing contracts? In terms of what the Auditor-General

In terms of Crown immunity and liability in contracting has warned, a very serious warning that has been highlighted,
out, on page 81 of the Audit Overview the Auditor-Generalgiven that you say you have taken on board already his
raises real concerns about the exposure of the Crown to legahrnings and advice, will the Treasurer in the future report
liability for work carried out by private contractors on core to Parliament on the extent of the State’s legal exposure in
Government activities. The Auditor-General gives thethese major outsourcing contracts?
example of a private contractor who supplies medical services The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | have had a discussion with
to public patients. | quote from page 82: the Auditor-General already in terms of risk analysis and, as

Where that hospital is the Government's agent and it fails td said, the Government already has started a risk analysis,
comply with statutory provisions relating to public health servicesJooking at where risks exist. In doing this, you should also
the Government may be liable as the principal. look at the risk of doing nothing. It is often something that
The Auditor-General goes on to recommend on page 82 thafovernments and organisations do not look at, namely, the
as a pre-condition to contracting out of Government servicesijsk of taking no action at all, so you have to understand what
a liability impact assessment must be carried out. Do yoyour risks are. In fact, the Auditor-General’'s comment to me
agree with the Auditor-General that a liability impact was whether I, as Premier, because of my private commercial
assessment must be carried out in future? Given the Auditoexperience, understood risk analysis, because basically
General’'s warnings on this matter and the Premier’s statesommercial life is all about understanding what the risks are
ments that the Government’s privatisation and outsourcingnd managing those risks. | am not saying that the
policies are reducing the risks and exposure of the publidovernment is perfect. The Government will continue to
what consideration has the Government given to the questiamprove its performance in that area, but | stress the fact that
of legal liability exposure with its privatisation contracts to on major outsourcing contracts that is part of the rule of the
date? prudential management group.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | can indicate that this public The Hon. M.D. RANN: Again in terms of that Audit
risk analysis is done as part of prudential management, so ti@verview (pages 81 and 82), referring to liability in contract-
point raised by the Auditor-General is now covered. Memberéng out and Crown immunity, is the Premier concerned that
need to appreciate that, and not suddenly become concernélde Auditor-General found that several agencies, including
The Auditor-General has been raising these issues with tHeA Water, which has outsourced management and operations
Government and we have been gradually implementing themf Adelaide’s water system to a French and UK-backed
as he has raised them. He has raised the point earlier in tltensortium—
piece, we have now covered that point and it is already put The Hon. Dean Brown interjecting:
into effect. The Hon. M.D. RANN: You will have to check and have

The Hon. M.D. RANN: There seems to be some confu- a look yourself. | am not going to do your work for you. The
sion, because the Auditor-General has drawn particulahuditor-General found that several agencies did not under-
attention to this in a part of the report which has only juststand some of their obligations under national competition
been written and tabled yesterday. He has highlighted higolicy. Presumably the Premier has read the Auditor-
concerns and also that, as a precondition to contracting o@eneral’s Report. He says that—
of Government services, a liability impact assessment be The CHAIRMAN: | point out to the Leader that there is
carried out. Is the Auditor-General wrong again? Are youa requirement in the Committee stage and budget estimates
saying he has got it wrong? to be more specific than simply advising which page.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: We have setup a prudential  The Hon. M.D. RANN: It is pages 81 and 82, referring
management group headed up by the head of the DepartmdatCrown immunity and liability in contracting out. He says
of the Premier and Cabinet, and two key members of thahat, even with the outsourcing of SA Water, there was a lack
group happen to be the Under Treasurer and the Crowof understanding of their obligations under national competi-
Solicitor. They and the head of the Department of the Premietion policy. What is the Government doing about that?
and Cabinet, who is Chair of that group, have indicated they The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | cannot see that exact quote
are now carrying out that public risk analysis. | think thethat the Leader is referring to.

Leader needs to appreciate that private companies are The Hon. M.D. RANN: Perhaps he could take it on
required under this process to make sure they carry their owmotice and give a considered reply.

insurance, so that, if any suing has to be done, there is The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Whereaboults is it? Which
something there for the Government to sue. You wouldaragraph down the page?

expect that. If | were any company taking on a private The Hon. M.D. RANN: What | am referring to is Crown
consultant—I am not talking about Government, but it is thammunity and liability in contracting out.

same with Government—I would want to make sure thatthat The Hon. DEAN BROWN: Which paragraph?
consultancy had some form of professional indemnity, so The Hon. M.D. RANN: | am saying that the Auditor-
that, if they made a blue in terms of their recommendationsieneral talks about agencies, including SA Water, which has
you could turn around and sue them. That is not new at albutsourced management operations of Adelaide’s water
so the Government in fact goes through that analysis anslystems to a French and UK company which did not under-
makes sure that that private insurance is there to reduce ttand some of its obligations under national competition
public risk. policy. You have just said that you have spoken to the

The Hon. M.D. RANN: It is interesting that in all the Auditor-General about this, so what will you do about it?
Premier’s remarks, in both the media and the Parliament, it The CHAIRMAN: Questions should be asked through
seems that either the Auditor-General is out of date or he ithe Chair.
not being properly briefed, or whatever. He has made avery The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Leader has said he is
clear recommendation. Will the Treasurer report toreferring to pages 81 and 82. | am asking the Leader where
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that statement is made on page 81 or 82, because | cannot seeThe Hon. DEAN BROWN: In my area of administration,

it there. The Leader himself said it was on pages 81 and 82nly one whistleblower's complaint has been formally

Where on page 81 or 827 | have the report in front of me. lodged. It related to a person in the Office of Multicultural
The Hon. M.D. RANN: If you turn to page 81 of the and Ethnic Affairs, and that person now happens to be a

Audit Overview, you will see concerns about Crown immuni-member of the Labor Party. You asked the question, you got

ty and liability. You can play ducks and drakes or smart ale¢he answer. The only whistleblower’s complaint that has been

around the place. You say that you have talked about thededged to me as Premier for my agencies has been in relation

matters to the Auditor-General. Answer the question or takéo a person who has now formally joined the Labor Party as

it on notice. a member of Parliament. You asked the question, you got a
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am just highlighting the blunt answer.

fact that the Leader said a moment ago that the Auditor- Mr FOLEY: On pages 94-95, the Audit Overview talks

General referred specifically to SA Water on page 81. hbout unresolved matters between agencies and EDS still

cannot see any reference to SA Water on page 81. outstanding at the date of transfer of operations of EDS. At
The Hon. M.D. RANN: The Premier, who seems the bottom of the page, it states:

confused, might also want to turn to pages 66 and 67. There some service levels require confirmation or verification;

it has the comments by SA Water which not only suggest a software, leases, and maintenance contracts are yet to be

degree of confusion as to where responsibility for the finalised;

implementation of the NCP rests—that means national recentassetacquisition values are not determined, final reconcili-

competition policy, just to assist the Premier some more—but ation of assets are not completed, and differences exist between

Iso in my opinion misconstrue the intention and effects of 22c0 > and EDS's assets list - .

a Yy 0p - IT security specifications for document agencies’ information

the CP,lA. He goes on to say thzlat the fact that SA Water: mrz:ly applications are not finalised.

currently operate as a monopoly is not an answer to whether

the Sou%/h Eustralian Governrgerilt has adequately assessed theThe Hon. DEAN BROWN: | am qnly too happy to :

implementation of those clauses in the CPA in the context ofomment on that. You are dealing with a contract that is

- ing implemented, and you are dealing with software and
Lgﬁ?::éybg %(;(;sé%rgtisay and | am happy to read out tHt:aéguipment that is changing from day to day. They are valid

S points, and they will always be valid points because you are

The Hon. S.J. Baker |rrter]ect|ng. . always buying new equipment and implementing new
The Hon. M.D. RANN: You are obviously unaware of software. It should be noted that the transfer information,
the Auditor-General’s concerns on this matter. Is that CorreCtincluding matters identified in the agency outstanding items
If so, now that you are aware, what action will you take toIist and service levels, is subject to verification and subse-

redress it? ) . ) guent adjustment during an agreed post contract verification
The Hon. DEAN BROWN: The Leader himself admitted period and service level adjustment period. So there are

his own mistake, because he was referring to page 81 aidqyirements under the contract. There is nothing unusual
claimed the Auditor-General had stated certain things on thafi, ot this. In fact, the contract is set up specifically to deal
page. The traditional style of the Leader of the Opposition igy;ith these issues on an ongoing basis.

to fudge the issue. He does it every time. In terms of the  \; Fo| Ev: On page 95, the Audit Overview states:
national competition policy, | highlight the fact that this is a ) ) ) ) )
policy that is developing. Some of the obligations under Audit considers it unsatisfactory that problems continue to be
national competition policy had occurred by the end ofJun%’é’?ggﬁgﬁg with finalisation of ‘wave one’ agency service level
this year, and South Australia complied with those. | think we ) ) . )
were the only State that complied fully by the end of June. 120€s the Premier share this concern? How many agencies
is an emerging scene which will be implemented over thé1ave now concluded service level agreements with EDS? |
next 10 years. Certainly there are implications for SA Wate™M happy to take that on notice, if that helps.

under competition policy: | acknowledge that. | acknowledge The Hon. DEAN BROWN: There are one or two

the fact that we need to be very aware of what those implicadgencies where there are minor points in terms of the service
tions are for SA Water and we will need to carry out a pricinglevel agreement. Mr Dundon has assured me that they are
review, | think by the end of next year— small matters that have been cleaned up as part of wave one

Mr Foley interjecting: transfers, and that is the normal process.

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: That is right. There is a Mr FOLEY: Part B, Volume I, of the Auditor-General's
schedule of all the Acts of Parliament that have to be carriefReport (page 439) deals with the remuneration of executives.
out, and they all have a different time frame. There areSomebody has been very fortunate. Who was that officer?
probably 40 or 50 different Acts under that schedule, sothe The Hon. DEAN BROWN: That officer was Mike
Government is aware of the points raised by the AuditorSchilling, the former head of the department.

General, and we are working through them. The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting:

The Hon. M.D. RANN: On page 118 of the Audit The Hon. DEAN BROWN: You need to appreciate that
Overview the Auditor-General says, in relation to maladmini-untaken leave, both annual and long service leave, is included
stration of the South Australian public sector: in that. | have already given to the House the details of the

It is important for agency management to be mindful thatactual settlement. Those figures are before the House.
concerns are being raised under the Whistleblowers Protection Act Mr FOLEY: | am in absolute shock. Is the Premier
of 1993 and directly with audit regarding maladministration. saying that Mike Schilling, his chief of department whom he
How many complaints of maladministration have been madsacked, picked up $321 000 in termination and accrued leave?
under the Act? To which agencies do they relate? How manyhe Premier earlier told the Parliament that he received a sum
are currently under investigation, and by whom? What are themounting to one-third that amount. The Premier might want
nature of these complaints, and how serious are they?  to reconcile those figures.
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The Hon. DEAN BROWN: A specific payment was The CHAIRMAN: And the member for Hart is very rude,
made in terms of the termination, and | have already given theand he knows jolly well he is. The time has expired for
figures on that to the House. examination of the Premier and Deputy Premier. | thank the

The Hon. M.D. Rann interjecting: two Ministers for their attendance. | now call on the Minister

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | think you will find that that ~ for Health. | remind members that questions should be asked
actually accrued to Mr Schilling as long service leave beforen the lines of the Auditor-General’'s Report relevant to the
he was even appointed to that position. | will check on thatMinister currently appearing before the Committee. | invite
but I understand that at least some of that leave was accru¢ite member for Elizabeth to commence questions.
leave under the former Labor Government. In fact, most of Ms STEVENS: My first question relates to page 590 of
it would have been under the former Labor Government, agolume Il of part B of the Auditor-General’s Report regard-
he had served a period of only two years or less under thiag compliance with the Modbury Hospital contract. Why did
present Government. the Minister fail to establish a strategy to monitor the

Mr FOLEY: 1 will pursue that matter with great interest. performance of Healthscope from the time that company took
I might be wrong—he may have taken leave without pay, an@ver the management of Modbury Hospital? The Auditor-
perhaps the Commissioner for Public Employment, MrGeneral’s Report states that in December 1995, 11 months
Foreman, could advise us on this: Mr Schilling went to workafter Healthscope took over Modbury Hospital, the Auditor-
for Jeffrey; he was poached by Jeffrey Kennett. He left theGeneral advised the hospital of the importance of identifying
employ of the former Labor Government as deputy head ofind formally documenting the provisions of compliance in
former Premier Arnold’s department and went to work fora management strategy document. He went on to say that it
Kennett as Commissioner for Public Employment. At thatwas considered that this would assist the hospital in review-
point, | would have thought that his entitlements accruedng and actioning matters of non-compliance by Healthscope.
under Labor would be extinguished, but | may be wrong. IWhy did the Minister fail to establish that strategy at the
would like that point commented on. More importantly, how beginning?
much of that $321 000 was accrued leave, and how much was The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: This goes to the nub of all
termination payment? the arguments that we have had in this Chamber alabst

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: | would have thought that the nauseanabout the control or otherwise of units. The member
honourable member should be able to remember this, becaugg Elizabeth and | sparred verbally for several days about
he was the chief adviser to the Premier at the time. Whalyho has control of these particular matters in relation to the
happened—and it is a bit of an embarrassment for the formefealth services Bill that was before Parliament. It was
Labor Government or to the honourable member who hagbsolutely clear that one of the reasons the member for
asked the question—is that the former Labor Governmerttlizabeth, in particular, and the Labor Party, in general,
gave him leave without pay. So, his accrued leave remainefdught tooth and nail to prevent the passage of that Bill was
due— that they did not want me as the Minister for Health or any

Members interjecting: subsequent Minister for Health to have central control. This

The Hon. DEAN BROWN: No, I didn’t. I highlightedto  is a perfect example of where | do not have control. Modbury
the Parliament the separation payment that was made.Hospital has an incorporated board, which runs the hospital,
pointed out then the normal other entitlements due to him. land that is part of its function.
turns out that it was the former Labor Government that gave The member for Elizabeth cannot have it both ways. On
him that leave without pay and, therefore, allowed him tothe one hand, she cannot argue six or 12 months ago that |
maintain those leave entitlements. o ought not be given control over the health system—and that

Mr FOLEY: Absolute bunkum! This Premier is just the js allegedly what she was saying about our Bill—and, on the
perfect example of somebody who has to blame somebodyther hand, criticise me later if a control which ought to be
else. ) ) _ exerted somewhere else is implemented. The simple fact is

Mr BASS: | rise on a point of order, Mr Chairman. | that Modbury Hospital has an incorporated board, and it is its
understand that members are supposed to be questioning f@ction to do that. | draw the attention of the member for

Ministers, not making statements. Elizabeth to the final sentence which was not quoted by her.
The CHAIRMAN: A degree of flexibility is involved. |t states:

Mr FOLEY: If Mr Schilling took leave without pay, that
is fine—I said that might have been the case—and the ]
accrued leave would remain until he returned to thehatis, the incorporated board—
Government. If he had left the Government then, that accrueidas advised Audit that it has prepared a ‘monitoring checklist’ which
leave would have been paid then. It was always a Iiability.has identified certain issues that the hospital is addressing with
There is no embarrassment to a former Labor Govemmenlf!ealthscope (for example, patient statistics, assets, minor works).
The embarrassment is to you. My opinion is that that is a function of the incorporated
Members interjecting: board, and it appears from the Auditor-General’s Report that
Mr FOLEY: It didn’t matter whether or not it was he has been advised that the hospital has now developed that
accrued. You thought he was so good you brought him backonitoring checklist.

The hospital—

to work for you. Ms STEVENS: | understand that the Health Commission
The CHAIRMAN: The time for questions has expired. and the Minister as its head approved the contract that was
Mr FOLEY: My question is— to be signed between the Modbury Hospital board and

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, the member for Hart.  Healthscope and that the Health Commission and members
Mr FOLEY: —how much of that money is termination of the private development unit played an integral role in
and how much of it is leave? establishing that contract between the hospital and
The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, the member for Hart.  Healthscope. Why when that contract was drawn up and why
Mr FOLEY: You're very embarrassed, Premier. before it was given approval by the Minister were not these
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benchmarks and criteria established? | do not believe that th&hen we were elected we inherited a number of problems,
Minister can have it both ways, and he cannot duck thdut we looked to deal with them. One of the major problems
responsibility for this. in the health area was a very badly needed upgrade of the
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: If the member for infrastructure. The metropolitan Adelaide strategic health
Elizabeth had been present at the signing of the contract—facilities plan had identified huge commitments with a total
Ms Stevens:l was not invited. indicative estimated cost for the Royal Adelaide, the QEH
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: Weren't you? | wonder and the Lyell McEwin of $425 million up to the year 2006-7.
why. If she had been present, she would know that | am ndtlowever, the capital funds available amounted to only
even a signatory to the contract. | am advised that th&330 million, so there was a shortfall of about $100 million.
signatories are two people from Healthscope and two peoplewould love to be the Minister for Health if we had that
from the board, so they have that responsibility. The prelimi$3.1 billion to spend rather than as a debt. | am very open
nary cost benefit analysis for 1995-96 indicates a verabout that. | do not like having to repay a debt. | would much
satisfactory level of performance, and the Auditor-Generatather be a Minister—
has indicated that he will work with the Health Commission  Ms Stevens interjecting:
and Modbury on the post-implementation review. The Health  The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | am coming to that. |

Commission welcomes this. We have been very open aboyjould much rather be the Minister for Health at a time when
this, and we are only too pleased to have the Auditor-Genergle were not in a financial straitjacket. | would much rather
look at these matters. . _ be able to spend. The simple fact is that the health facilities
Ms STEVENS: | gather from what the Minister has just plan indicated that there was an increasing need and a
said that as the Minister for Health he is prepared to allowshortfall of funding. The residents, the staff and the hospital
millions of dollars of public money to be involved in hoard at Mount Gambier had been clamouring for a new
Contr.aCtS with private sector organisations. The Minister i?nospita| and we were S|mp|y not prepared to make them wait
handing over complete responsibility for that to the boardsgor another 10 years. We immediately went to the private

of hospitals, and he is trying to absolve himself from anysector seeking funding for the new hospital facilities by
responsibility in relation to those moneys. entering—

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: As usual, the member for 15 STEVENS: Mr Chairman, | rise on a point of order.

Elizabeth has drawn far too long a bow. | am sure that, if Shgpgrg s three minutes left. | have asked concise questions

spoke with the former member for Elizabeth who was the,nq | \would like the answers. There is three minutes to go on
Minister for Health not long ago, he would indicate that, iha second separate question.

ultimately, Ministers for Health have always been in control . : . .
of the purse. However, as | have indicated on endlesF:eSTgﬁdi'}'?:S'twvam'mIﬁg&i?ﬁfgé?}tﬂ;wh the Minister
occasions, that is an incredibly blunt instrument when it 'Ir'Jh Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: We d d d h
comes to public hospitals. Obviously, we were involved in_. '€ Fon. e whole d GI i e decided to go tcl)t €
dealing with matters to do with the contract, but the ultimatePrivate sector. The whole deal within Government circles was
responsibility for the contract rests with the Modbury COMPIEtely open. We knew there would be an increased cost
Hospital board. Clearly, no Minister for Health on either this!© !€ase the facilities, but we knew they were not up-front
side of the Chamber or the other would be interested iffOStS s they are spread over 25 years. There were months of
anything like that that would put at risk public funds. dlscqssmn concerning whether_ this was a way of pro_vld_lng

I repeat: the responsibility rests with the signatories to thé1€ finances. It was agreed with the Health Commission,
contract, for example, the Modbury Public Hospital Board. | r€asury, Prudential Management and so on that this was an
I make the observation that, in that circumstance, the risk alsgPPropriate Waé’ tr? s?end the taxpa:cyirs dollﬁr]s. The people
attaches to the board members rather than a public compa Treasury and the finance area of the Health Commission
hospital or whatever. The risk comes back to the Govern-')e not dolts. They knew that there was an increased cost but

ment. However, the bottom line is that we always have thd/€ 8lSo knew that, if we were going to do something about
power of the purse. it, we would have to pay that funding, so we .d|d.

Ms STEVENS: My next question relates to page 591, ~Ms STEVENS: | will attempt to get a precise answer to
Volume Il and concerns the Mount Gambier Health Serviceth® next question. I refer to Volume I1, page 591, relating to
Mount Gambier Health Service private sector funding willthe Port Augusta Hospital, which will also cost an extra
cost an extra $4 million. What advice did the Minister receive®2-5 million. What advice did the Minister receive on cost
on cost benefits, who prepared that advice, will he table thBenefits, the pros and cons, and what commitments have been
advice and why did the Government choose private financingntered into by the Government?
at an increased cost? Finally, will the Minister tell the ~ The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: |am sorry butthe answer
Committee what are the financial arrangements with thés exactly the same. The question was: should we provide a
developer and what commitments have been entered into tygspital for the people in the country now or should we do it
the Government? in 10 years? We made a decision to do it now. All the

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: |am only too pleased to financing was open and clear within Government circles; that
talk about this, and | particularly recognise your overwhelms, Treasury, the South Australian Health Commission and the
ing interest in this matter, Mr Chairman, because you wouldPrudential Management Group. Everyone was involved and
be the first person to acknowledge that Mount Gambier hagveryone knew about these up-front costs. We decided to do
needed this for many years—in fact, for at least four elecit because we thought that the people of Mount Gambier and
tions. Over that 13 to 15 years, the Labor Party continuallyPort Augusta deserved better than they had received over the
promised but failed to deliver. past 13 years.

Ms Stevens:Give us the answers. Ms STEVENS: Am | to assume that, when the Health

The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | am providing the Commission does a cost benefit analysis of a financial
answers. The Labor Party promised but failed to delivercommitment, it is expressed in the terms in which the



Wednesday 2 October 1996 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 45

Minister has expressed it to the Committee? Because, if th&tation be reintroduced'. It states that until September 1993
is the case, we are in dire straits. a report was prepared and forwarded on a quarterly basis to
The Hon. M.H. ARMITAGE: | am sure the people of the Minister for Industrial Affairs. On the current status it
Port Augusta and Mount Gambier would disagree with thevould seem that that has been discontinued since January
honourable member. They think this is a wonderful decisior1996. Is the Minister prepared through Cabinet to enforce the
because they did not have an appropriate hospital for all theecommendation that there be quarterly reports to the

time the Labor Government was in power. We have given iMinister for Industrial Affairs, as was previously provided
to them. for?
The CHAIRMAN: The time has expired for examination =~ The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: With respect to these
of the Minister for Health. | now call upon the Minister for reports, there have been some amendments to the reporting
Tourism and the Minister for the Environment and Naturalprocedures in relation to changes in monitoring occupational
Resources and invite the Deputy Leader of the Opposition tbealth and safety. Those reporting matters were approved by
commence questioning. Cabinet, but | will obtain a more detailed answer for the
Mr BRINDAL: Mr Chairman, | rise on a point of order. honourable member and provide it to the House.
Is it correct that under Standing Orders members are required Mr CLARKE: | refer to workers’ compensation fraud
to rise when they ask questions in the Committee of theolicy (page 181 of the same booklet). The Auditor-General
whole House? recommends that all agencies formalise a policy in relation
The CHAIRMAN: Yes, it is. Members should stand.  to workers’ compensation fraud. The report, regarding the
Mr CLARKE: | keep thinking it is Estimates Commit- Minister's own department, states that, ‘whilst agencies have
tees. | am glad the member for Unley has so much time on higeen provided with a generic fraud prevention policy and
hands. My question is directed to the Minister for Industrialmost departmental executives appraised of the importance of
Affairs. | refer to Part B, Volume |, page 277. Under the formalising their own policy, it is suspected few agencies
heading ‘Remuneration of employees’, there are twdiave implemented a formal fraud control plan’. Does the
subheadings: ‘Remuneration paid under Special Acts’ anMinister have the support of Cabinet, or has there been a
‘Remuneration paid under the Public Sector Management Ac@abinet directive to enforce a requirement that all
1995'. | draw the Minister’s attention to the subheadingGovernment agencies have such a plan in place, as recom-
‘Remuneration paid under the Public Sector Management Aechended by the Auditor-General? If so, when?
1995’ under which there are 10 employees who earn over The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: In the devolution of the
$100 000—five of whom receive less than $130 000 and fiveesponsibility for occupational health and safety and workers’
of whom are on greater than $130 000—compared with lastompensation to the agencies, the proposal included the
year when 10 employees earned in excess of $100 000—nisetting up of all requirements similar to those applying to
of whom earned less than $130 000 and only who one earnagtneral workers’ compensation in the private sector. That
greater than $130 000. What is the reason for that substantiabviously includes fraud control. It is my intention to take up
increase in salaries and will the Minister identify them? | amthis comment of the Auditor-General and ensure that it is
happy to take it on notice if the Minister does not have thamplemented.
information readily available. Ms WHITE: | refer to page 83, Part B, Volume I, with
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: | do not have that respect to the Australian Formula 1 Grand Prix board: it is
information with me at the moment but | will take it on notice indicated that $1.7 million in termination payments were
and supply it. | suspect it occurred as a result of the settinghade to employees. Are any of those people who received
up of extra commissioners, one being the Deputy Preside¢rmination payments now on the public payroll? If so, how
in the Industrial Commission and the other one being the newnuch was paid to them on their termination and in what
executive director of the Department for Industrial Affairs. capacity are they now employed?
| think that is where the variation arises. The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: As part of the loss of the
Mr CLARKE: As a supplementary question, | take it that Grand Prix as a result of the previous Government’s misman-
the subheading ‘Remuneration paid under special Actsagement, we had to make sure that we could keep our staff.
includes those persons covered under the Remuneratidxs you would all remember, part of that fiasco at the time
Tribunal over which the Government has no direct authoritywas the setting up of the Melbourne Grand Prix, and there
Will the Minister confirm that? With respect to the Public was a rash of encouragement from the Melbourne organising
Sector Management Act employees, will the Minister identifygroup for all our staff to go there. As part of keeping all our
the basis on which those employees gained salary increassanior staff here, along with all the junior staff who were able
over the previous 12 months? to manage the race, we entered into a contract which
The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: Yes, the special Acts do guaranteed that they would get a year’s salary at the end of
include them. I misled the House earlier when | said it mighthe event. It was part of the contract of employment that we
have been the Commissioner for the Industrial Commissiorhad with them as staff of the Grand Prix.
he would be picked up under the special Acts. | think one of None of the staff of the Grand Prix were public servants:
those in that special Acts area is also the Minister. | willthey were all employed under the Grand Prix Act. As a
obtain that information for the Deputy Leader and provide itconsequence, we were able to enter into a formal contract
to the House. with them that set up a termination payment, which was
Mr CLARKE: | refer to the overview in Part A at the really at the end of the contract, and also any bonuses which
bottom third of page 179, under the heading ‘Regulawere agreed for the senior management if the Grand Prix
reporting to the Minister for Industrial Affairs’. This deals achieved a certain level of income. | think there are two, but
with Government workers’ compensation claims. The report will have to check that, and | will provide that information
recommends that ‘formal reporting requirements on theo the House.
monitoring and performance of public sector agencies with Ms STEVENS: | ask the Minister for Family and
respect to workers’ compensation management and admini€ommunity Services questions relating to pages 210 and 211
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of Volume |, Part B. My first question relates to generaldifferent from the so-called reconciliation of the fund
financial controls. The Auditor-General's comments onprovided by the Minister in answer to an earlier question.
general accounting controls in FACS are some of the mosthat reconciliation indicated expenditure and commitments
critical in this year's report. | note that this is the second yeatotalling $1 114 915 in 1994-95 compared with the Auditor-
in a row that the Auditor-General has raised serious concern&eneral’s figure of $404 000 and $1 384 960 in 1995-96
Indeed, he has indicated that these have been ongoing focampared with the Auditor-General's figure of $695 000.
number of years. Both the disbursement account and th&ill the Minister explain this? When will he provide a
advance account have not been reconciled; there is a lack génuine reconciliation of this account showing the opening
departmental procedures and a lack of review of reconciliand closing balances and details of all receipts and payments?
ations; there are record deficiencies within payroll; and there  The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: The member for Elizabeth

is a lack of control over concessional payments for watementioned a previous question to which | provided an answer.
accounts. The difference is that the Auditor-General is talking about

The Auditor-General paints a grim picture of financial expenditure and the answer to the question which | provided
management in this department. What are the reasons for thisthe member for Elizabeth (and | have a copy here) referred
situation; has the department been hampered by cuts to commitment. | am happy to have another look at the points
resources; has the Minister called for a full report on thisghat the honourable member has raised and provide more
apparent lack of management; will he undertake to providéletail if that is possible, but that is the answer and | am not
the department with the resources to correct the situation arancerned about the Auditor-General’'s comments in this
maintain procedures in the future; or does he have anotheegard as it relates to the question which was asked by the
solution? member for Elizabeth and which | answered earlier.

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | will refer to a couple of Ms STEVENS: | would appreciate the more detailed
issues. The department has allocated significant staff anmésponse which was offered. The Auditor-General’s Report
resources to performing the reconciliation of the department'shows that the Independent Gaming Corporation and the
disbursement account No.9 and advance account No.1. Théylelaide Casino have paid a total of $3.5 million into the
are the two accounts we are talking about. Progress is beir@onsolidated Account for the rehabilitation of gamblers in
made. As at 30 June 1996, reconciliations have not beetf94-95 and 1995-96. Of the $3.5 million, $500 000 was paid
achieved, and | am quite happy to provide the honourableto the Community Development Fund last year. Of the
member with all the detail; there is quite a lot here. The issubalance of $3 million, only $1.917 million (that is,
was first raised in 1994-95. The reconciliation of the$1.374 million plus $543 000) has been paid into the
disbursement account No.9 and advance account have néamblers Rehabilitation Fund. This does not balance with
been finalised. The audit has recognised that resources hafigures provided by the Minister that the fund had committed
been allocated to this task, so it is not a matter of resourcespproximately $2.399 million over the same period. Will the
not being available for that function. Minister explain that? Further, if the Auditor-General is

Progress is being made; that has been recognised by therrect and $1.917 million has been paid into the Gamblers
Auditor-General. A solution is being pursued. The reconcili-Rehabilitation Fund, that leaves $1.083 million in the
ation of the disbursement account has not been completégbnsolidated Account. Is this money available in addition to
since 1988 (so it is going back some time) and the advandeinds to be paid in this year for distribution or will it again
account No.1 since 1992, so we are looking at a situation thdite carried over?
has been of concern over that time. The revised procedures The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: The first point is that the
and a process to separate users are in the process of beingney is available from the Consolidated Account. | thought
introduced. | am keen to ensure that that happens as quickljhad made the honourable member aware of that previously.
as possible, and there have been discussions with the Auditdram happy to provide any of the other detail that the
General as to how that can be achieved. honourable member has requested. The money is all commit-

With disbursement account No.9, the aim is to establistied and that is the main issue at this stage. The issue of the
a consistent variation as a starting point for future reconciliGamblers Rehabilitation Fund has been raised publicly on a
ations. While this has not been achieved at this stage, | amumber of occasions, mainly because of the slow start we had
informed that the variation has been reduced significantly tin making the fund available.
about $1 000. Previously it was $100 000, and we have been As | have said in this House on a number of occasions, the
able to reduce it to $1 000. That is a significant improvementadministration of the fund has been applauded by people such
although the Auditor-General recognises that we still havess Professor Dickerson. Further, the review which was
that little way to go. As far as advance account No.l iscarried out after the first 12 months confirmed that the way
concerned, the variation has also been significantly reduced which we have gone about administering the fund was
to about $2 000. So, while acknowledging the Auditor-appropriate. Rather than racing in when we did not know alll
General’s statement, if we look at the overall funding of thethe answers, it was totally appropriate to take time to work
agency we see that there has been a significant improvemehtough a number of those issues. That is exactly what we
in that situation. The main thing to recognise is that there islid. Any criticism in regard to the Gamblers Rehabilitation
no suggestion of fraud in all this, but the Auditor-General had=und about the time taken to provide those funds can be
made it clear that we need to finalise this matter, and | areasily answered. | will provide further information to the
absolutely determined that we will finalise it in the nexthonourable member if there is a need to do so, but members
12 months. If we can do that in the next six months, it will beneed to realise that the funds which are there are totally
even better. committed.

Ms STEVENS: My next question concerns the Gamblers  Mr CLARKE: My question is directed to the Minister for
Rehabilitation Fund. The Auditor-General states thatin 1994the Environment and Natural Resources concerning the
95 $404 000 was paid out of the GRF and that in 1995-9@&nvironment Protection Authority. Do you agree with the
$695 000 was paid out. These figures are significanthAuditor-General that it would be advisable for the EPA to be
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provided with a periodic progress report on how the authoritfenvironment and Natural Resources completed these
is performing its responsibilities under the Act for monitor- agreements and statements and, if so, how much will DENR
ing, inspecting and enforcing the Act? What action will bepay for EDS services in 1996-977?
taken on this recommendation? There have been recent The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: We have completed the
allegations involving the Borrelli dump and what has or hassigning of the agreement with EDS. There are some agreed
not been done by the EPA. Therefore, it is timely that thematters that still need to be sorted out. | would be happy to
Auditor-General’'s Report should come down with thismake further information on those matters available to the
recommendation. honourable member. | certainly do not have the figures with
The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: The Deputy Leader would me in relation to the cost, but | would be happy to provide the
realise that under the Act there is a requirement for the EPAther information to the honourable member.
to produce an annual report to the House, and that happens. Ms HURLEY: Referring to Volume |, Part B, at page
I have regular meetings with the Chairman of the authorityl 70, the report outlines very serious deficiencies in the human
and | am kept informed of specific issues that relate to theesources management system, a lack of procedures for
authority itself. Regarding the office of the Environment processing payrolls, a lack of adequate segregation of payroll
Protection Authority, | have regular meetings with the Chiefand personnel details, a lack of integrity of input data, a lack
Executive Officer and with the Director of the EPA to discussof testing and back-up recovery systems, etc. Why has this

matters, and that usually happens bi-monthly. situation developed and what action has the Minister taken
Mr CLARKE: Are you saying that you are not picking to address these issues?
up the recommendations? The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | would hardly regard them—

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: | am picking up the recom- and | do not think the Auditor-General sees them—as being
mendations. The recommendations state that there needsparticularly serious. The human resources system is, after all,
be monitoring of the activities of the EPA. | believe that is a new system. We are working through a number of issues in
totally appropriate. An annual report is produced; | meet orthat regard. To indicate to the House that these are recognised
a regular basis with the Chair; and | meet bi-monthly with theby the Auditor-General as being serious | think is overstep-
Director. If other issues arise between those meetings, | hay@ng the situation. It is something about which | will be
the opportunity to meet with them at very short notice. It isseeking further information from the department: it is
essential that the legislation and the responsibilities of thenportant that that should happen. It is a new system. The
EPA be monitored. As the honourable member would realisgyuman resources system is one that we need to work through.
it is new and extremely complex legislation. As we work | will be doing that as a matter of urgency.
through the legislation, we are still working our way through  Mr CLARKE: My question is directed to the Minister for
a number of those responsibilities. | do not have any probindustrial Affairs and relates to the Overview, Part A, at page
lems with the monitoring of the EPA and | believe that is 177, referring to the assessment of Crown agencies, automat-
happening. | will be discussing that matter with the Chairmanc exempt status. The Auditor-General recommends that
of the authority to determine whether it is appropriate that &rown agencies failing to meet these standards (thatis, level
greater extent of monitoring occur. three standards entitling them to remain exempt)—although

Mr CLARKE: | have a supplementary question. Are Crown agencies, as the Minister is aware, are automatically
adequate resources available within the department itself exempt—alfter a period of grace of 12 to 18 months, should
ensure that this monitoring does occur and occurs on a regulbe the subject of a report to the Minister for Industrial Affairs
basis to provide a sustained monitoring program rather thaand the relevant, responsible Minister. The department’s
these meetings between the Minister and the Director or theesponse is that, if the agencies do not reach audit level three
Chairman of the EPA? of the WorkCover standards by 31 December 1998, they risk

The Hon. D.C. WOTTON: With the EPA, and the losing their exempt status. | wonder why the Government is
responsibilities that the EPA has, there will always be a neegiving the agencies that much leeway compared to the
for increased resources. | doubt very much, if the EPA werduditor-General’s response, and instead of the stipulating
to accept the responsibilities that it has under the legislatiofiisk losing their exempt status’, why should not the Govern-
alone, that we would ever be able to have enough resourcasent just say, ‘You will lose your exempt status unless you
The only way we will be able to work that legislation conform’?
effectively, with the responsibilities that we have, is to seek The Hon. G.A. INGERSON: When we came to Govern-
assistance, and that assistance is now being provided by loagaknt, workers compensation management and occupational
government, for example, in some of the responsibilities thatealth and safety management were an absolute mess. It has
are being carried out. taken us along time to establish what the real problems were

I would remind the honourable member and the House thand get some decent records. We have set a goal of two years
the resources that are in place, whether it be funding or theecause we believe that that is a reasonable period for the
staffing of the EPA, are identical to those that were foreshadagencies to get to level three. | hope that the majority of them,
owed by the Minister of the previous Government whonow that we have devolved the power to the managers, will
indicated very clearly when she launched the EPA that certaibe much quicker than that. It is my personal view that, if they
resources would be required, and we are meeting thosee not at that level, the Government will have to make some
resources. Obviously we need to continue to monitor that iwery serious decisions involving management and the way
a number of areas because of the complex responsibilities thidiat workers compensation and occupational health and safety
the EPA has under its authority. are managed in those departments, and it will do so.

Ms HURLEY: My question refers to page 85 of the = Mr CLARKE: The Minister may wish to take this on
overview. The report says that delays have required the timaotice.
for completion of service level agreements and cost settle- The CHAIRMAN: Order! The time has expired. There
ment statements between EDS and the department to [@an opportunity to place a question on the Notice Paper or,
extended from April to October. Has the Department foralternatively, ask it by way of question without notice
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tomorrow. The examination of the two Ministers is conclud- MsHURLEY: |again refer to Part B, Volume I, regard-
ed. | call on the Minister for Emergency Services and theng the South Australian Urban Projects Authority. On
Minister for Housing, Urban Development and Local page 744, the Auditor-General points out that land sales have
Government Relations. dropped from $15.8 million to $6.1 million last year, and

Ms HURLEY: | refer to Part B, Volume |, pages 247 profitability dropped commensurately. Is this yet another
and 248, where it states that retailers have failed to complipdicator of what most independent commentators are saying,
with HomeStart lending guidelines, policies and procedureghat the South Australian economy is in dire straits, or are
introducing a risk to the loan portfolio. Written-off loans there other reasons for it? _
increased from $1 million to $3.8 million, and the provision ~ The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN: It is unfortunate that the
for doubtful debts increased by $3.6 million. This largely honourable member is now trying to score some political
reflects a response to the increasing level of arrears (becaud@ints. As the honourable member well knows, the problem
people are hurting) and to increased numbers of loans wheY¢e are now facing was well and truly set up by the previous
the value of the property has fallen below the value of thd-abor Government. A number of things occurred. The South
loan outstanding. Will the Minister comment on this? DoegAustralian Housing Trust, because of pressure from the
he see it as a serious problem within the HomeStart systenf?overnment, over borrowed and over extended itself in its

The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN: Two points have been own building program, which has put this Government in a
N . ituation where it is finding it extremely difficult to be able

raised by the honourable member, the first of which invoIvej) continue with a building program. | remind the honourable
a concern about retailers. In his report, the Auditor-Gener ember that the debt | inherited was $1.3 billion, and | thank

has picked a number of operational areas in which he fe . G i h for that! | h i
improvements could be made. | want to assure the honourahfg PreVIous sovernment very much for that: 1 have 1o pay
7 million a year in interest, and | thank it very much for

member that in every one of those areas the steps taken h X :
y b t as welll At the same time it borrowed a whole heap of

been agreed by the auditors as the correct steps. In oth . o : .
words, concerns were raised in all areas of my portfolio, ani;oney but, instead of getting it at concessional rates, it got

the steps which have been taken are now recognised by t At full mgrket rates. I_tf:ank the previous Government for
auditors as being satisfactory. | can assure the honourab eMmejs Ilt hqsvl/egt ;J’Stlnt t 1o do with land sales?
member that steps have been put in place to meet the Ths #reylés ESSHEath(E)N'(I)f r?w|'_| an S_? es:
requirements outlined by the Auditor-General. Even before € hon. .5. ASHER It the Housing Trust was
the Auditor had drawn this to our attention, HomeStart ha na half decent position, it would be able to continue with a
itself, through its lending quality review process, identified uilding program. Because of the mess left by the honourable

this problem and had already started to take steps to rectiff€MPer's lot, unfortunately my main concern is having to
it. N[c))t only had it started b)l/,ll with the AuditoEGeneral epay that debt. The Housing Trust itself will not be able to
pointing this out again, we ha\;e been able to reassure hi#ﬁe in the market to the extent it was because of the bankcard

that those steps were in place and have been taken to rectfyentality of the previous Government. As the honourable
that problem. ember should be aware, some years ago there was an over-

. supply of houses in this State, as builders put up house after
On the honourable member’s second point, let me assu pPly put up

: . ; Youse. Th ber of h that i f ded
her that HomeStart is no orphan to increasing debt. ThIﬁneu;%pul:tir;lqur?ncerregse(.)uses atwere going Up far exceede

reflects what all lenders of money to home purchasers are \yis have a glutin housing which means that the develop-

experiencing.. Also', the honourable member V."OUId agree thalq iy say, ‘Hang on, until we have sold the houses that are
one of the prime aims of HomeStart is to assist those peop

. . . ; &t the moment the housing market at the upper levels is going
to me in ensuring that people on low and middle incomes ar

. ; X . Gery well indeed. It is at the first home buyer level that the
provided with every opportunity to own their own home. Inlﬁ{joblem exists. Why do we have a problem there? As | have

:Te dr.epocr;t to Wh:(.:h the.honOltJ)rabIehm.emberlr}as(;.eferredl,.t inted out so clearly and succinctly, it is because of the mess
uditor-General is positive about the internal lending quality.aated by the previous Labor Government.

review that HomeStart utilises. As well as the honourable” 1« HURLEY: | refer to the Audit Overview (page 94).
member's point, there is a positive comment about their OWR e of assets to EDS still has not taken place, and the

to address the point raised by the Auditor-General. — ycpievement of the aims of the Government’s contractual
Ms HURLEY: The Minister said that the increase in arrangements with EDS. Will the Minister comment on this

written-off loans and doubtful debts was in line with otherand say why that transfer of assets has not taken place from

hOUSing Iending institutions. What sort of increases haV@he Department of Housing and Urban Deve|0pment?

other lending institutions had? Is HomeStart consistent with  The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN: | will make two points.

those? First, if the honourable member had read the rest of that
The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN: | am happy to get that paragraph, she would have seen that the answer is given as

information for the honourable member. Certainly, myto why the transfer has not occurred. | suggest that she just

officers have assured me that what | said is correct, and | willead the next few lines. Secondly, if the honourable member

take that as a question on notice and obtain the necessamgs any questions on EDS, they should be addressed to the

detail. | am sure the honourable member would not expect meremier.

to know off the top of my ahead the exact details relatingto Ms HURLEY: | refer to Part B, Volume I. With regard

the Commonwealth Bank, Westpac and so on, but we wilto the Local Government Financing Authority, will the

certainly obtain that information for her. Minister explain why, given that that organisation is signifi-
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cantly downsizing its assets and liabilities, the remuneratiothe criticism contained therein that the JIS has not been able
of the Chief Executive Officer of the authority has risen toto provide appropriate documentation to support values of
between $130 000 and $140 000? plant and equipment—have for the transfer of assets to EDS?
The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN: | will need to take that The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: The audit qualifications
question on notice. The authority must have believed that theonsisted of what was presented last year, and | think it
remuneration being offered to that executive was fair and ixplains the situation clearly. It relates mainly to application
keeping with the performance of that person. However, | willdevelopment costs which were not documented sufficiently
ascertain why that salary determination has been made. over the years from when the JIS began in the early 1980s to
Ms HURLEY: Given the quite extensive use of financial satisfy audited evaluations such as amortisation of applica-
derivatives made by the authority—and my understanding iions. By the time data was being collected accrual account-
that there is no uniform Australian standard for the accounting did not exist, and while the records maintained at that
ing for liabilities that arise from these sorts of derivatives—time were comprehensive for the needs of that time they were
can the Minister assure us that the risk is being well managegbt adequate in terms of the accrual accounting requirements
by the authority? that are now in place to satisfy the Auditor last year when
The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN:Again, | will have to take they were first presented.

that matter up directly with the authority. The past perform- g | pelieve that the audit report reasonably presents the

ance of the authority has indicated that it is certainly awarg;,ation in that it states:

of its responsibilities, its duty of care, and so on. | will need ) ) . i )

to take that as a question of notice and get specific details fop _ ThiS does notimply any inadequacy of the financial records of
¥ at time but reflects differing information requirements that exist

the honourable member. in the preparation of accrual accounting statements as opposed to
Mr CLARKE: On page 103 of volume | of part B of the cash statements.

Audltor-GeneraIs Rgport, the Auditor-General raises 0, it has absolutely no effect on the EDS contract or on the
concerns that in relation to the people who control Group ansfer of assets to EDS

there needs to be periodical reviews of the control structure$ i '

to ensure that they remain constant, and he says that there M CLARKE: | refer to the tables shown on page 105

needs to be a clause in the contract specifying that if there {¥1th respect to costs per prisoner. My question relates to the
any change the Minister shall be informed of that changé&>™oUP 4 operation at Mount Gambier Prison. The tables show

within a specified time. | understand that the Ministersthat the net cost per prisoner is higher than at three other
department will make sure that if changes take place thBrsons and su_bstan_tlally lower than onIy_YataIawhlch caters
Minister will be advised. Why was this not included in the 1 high security prisoners. So, where is the advantage in
original contract? | remember the Minister waxing lyrical in ©utsourcing?
the Parliament about this contract and how wonderful he was The Hon. WA. MATTHEW: | am very grateful to the
to negotiate this type of contract. Why did the contract noeputy Leader for asking this question. | would have thought
contain this safety provision at the very beginning? that the Deputy Leader would have carefully examined the
The Hon. W.A. MATTHEW: | am pleased that the figures before asking that question. | would have thought that
honourable member has raised the topic of Group 4, becautie Deputy Leader, having sat in this House and heard me
its management of the Mount Gambier Prison over the pagnnounce the contract for the operation of the Mount
12 months has been nothing short of an outstanding succe§sambier Prison, having heard me detail to the House in a
Through that successful management Group 4 has noWinisterial statement and in answer to the numerous questions
entrenched its operations in Australia. Recently it won ghatwere asked by his colleagues at that time about the phase
further contractin Victoria for the design, building, manage-in operation, would think, ‘Why would there be an average
ment and finance of a new 600 bed prison. As | announce@f 96 prisoners in a prison with a capacity of 110 beds?’ If he
in Parliament this week, it has also been successful ifad thought about it, the reason for that is that the numbers
winning what is Australia’s first—and, if our advice from were phased into the prison. As of today, the prison has
private operators is correct, the world’s first—contract for allL06 occupants, on some days it has 110 and on others
prisoner transport and in- court management. about 105. So, its occupancy level is between 105 and 110 on
The controls that have been placed on the contract are ve@ny one day.
tight, as the honourable member acknowledges. As | indicat- Also, the Deputy Leader may have looked at those costs
ed to the Parliament at that time, and as | am prepared and wondered who paid for the prisoners to be transferred
reiterate, it was a well-documented and tightly controlledthere in the first place and what establishment costs may have
contract. The Auditor-General was involved throughout thebeen involved. The figure in the Auditor-General’'s Report is
process of the assessment of tenders and also had taeinflated figure for the costs of the Mount Gambier Prison.
opportunity prior to the signing of the contract to input aWhat | can reveal to the honourable member is that the cost
number of mechanisms for inclusion. However, with all theper prisoner at Mount Gambier is less than $30 000. The
best will in the world, after the event often further controlshonourable member wants to know what benefit that presents
are identified that can be added. The Auditor-Generathrough outsourcing. A good example—under normal
identified those further controls, they were acknowledged bgircumstances | would say perhaps not a fair example for
the department as being of benefit, and they have bedaroup 4—would be the Mobilong Prison, because Mobilong,
incorporated in the control and management process of tHi&ke Mount Gambier, is a medium and low security institu-
contract. They are worthwhile suggestions, and we weréon. It would not normally be fair because the Mobilong
pleased to incorporate them into the procedure, in fact, beforerison has a capacity of 157 and Mount Gambier has a
the report was tabled in the House. capacity of 110. Therefore, it could reasonably be expected
Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 110—the justice that Mobilong Prison, if it was absolutely efficient, would
information system. What implications does the qualificatiorhave the opportunity to be cheaper per prisoner than Mount
that was put on the independent audit report—in particulaiGambier.
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In fact, that is not so. The Auditor-General's Reportable member has raised. As | said yesterday, | was concerned
reveals that the costs at Mobilong are sitting on $36 000 andt the level of delegated authority which existed throughout
at Mount Gambier it is less than $30 000. In a nutshell, theny portfolio area and, as Minister, | have taken steps to
benefits of outsourcing can be seen in the cost. There itighten that control.

however, an impediment to that cost. That impediment has Ms HURLEY: On page 610 of the same document,
been presented by the political actions of the Labor Partyegarding the maintenance program, the Auditor-General says
together with its close associates the Democrats in anothg@iat some areas of management of the maintenance functions
place. Of those funds for the running of Mount Gambierwere satisfactory and other areas, particularly the perform-
Prison, $247 000 are for Department of Correctional Servicegnce of clerical proceduresy were assessed as less than
staff and associated expenses. Those staff have been necgsisfactory. Is the problem with the clerical procedures due
sary as a result of the Labor Party and its mates the Dem@o the separation of maintenance into the new property
crats refusing to facilitate the legislation for the privatemanagement section or is it in the regional offices?

management of Mount Gambier. _ The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN:| want to make two points.
As | advised members before, while we could still 9o girst in relation to the specific detail the honourable member
ahead and privately manage Mount Gambier, there would g seeking, again | will take that question on notice. | stress

a cost impost which has been forced upon it by the Labog point | made early in the piece; that is, | acknowledge that
Party and the Democrats. Itis still a great saving and a greapme operational areas which needed improvement were
result. However, if the Labor Party wants to assist in reducingrawn to our attention by the Auditor-General, and this is
prison costs further, all it need do is join with its mates theeainly one of those operational areas to which the honour-
Democrats, or indeed the Government for a change, angie member is now referring. | repeat: we have been assured
facilitate that legislation. If the Deputy Leader would like to by the auditors that the steps we have taken based on the
assist in the reduction of prison costs, | would be only t0,qyice we have been given is satisfactory to them. | acknow-
hap_py to introduce that legislation to the Hc_)use and test h'%dge there was a problem but, at the same time, | stress that
desire to further save costs to the community. it has now been rectified to the satisfaction of the auditors.

Mr Clarke interjecting: . . .
. Ms HURLEY: In relation to this problem concerning the
horT:L?raglznhgﬁAbérhiQ;gH‘ﬁV\;bu Tbhrier:g i%/(i)rl: i%o\;vilﬁhge performance of clerical procedures, a number of people have
c ! ; .__complained to me about delays and problems with getting
zngéﬁ?n?giﬁsg%ﬂ'ny;:éEtiirrﬁ;he guys who ran the priso eir maintenance work done. Has the nature of this problem
y g ) resulted in disadvantages to people waiting for maintenance

The CHAIRMAN: Thank you, members. Are there any G ; P
further questions? to be done or was it simply an internal management problem?

Ms HURLEY: | refer the Minister for Housing, Urban The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN:It is interesting to hear the .
Development and Local Government Relations to Part Bfnembe'r state that shelhas had constituents contact her with
Volume I, page 265, and the increase in consultants’ cosf@MPplaints about maintenance because | have been on
from $576 000 to $1.1 million. Will the Minister explain why t@/kback radio on at least two occasions when matters of
the cost of consultants doubled in this period, what theywerg'"J"r‘tem’mce on Housing Trust residences have been ad-
used for, whether the firms engaged were South Australiaf'essed and every person who has called in has been compli-
firms and what firms were from interstate? mentary of the trust for the speed with which their problems

The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN:My officer has advised me have been resolved. All | can say is that, if the honourable
that we provided that information in the Estimates CommitMember has some specific problems, she should draw them
tees. However, the specific detail in relation to the exact® MY attention and I will ensure that they are handled. As |
figures which we have now we will take on notice andsa"_j’ the feedback which | have received through talkbgi_ck
provide an answer to the honourable member. radio programs has been absolut(_aly 100 per cent positive

Ms HURLEY: | have some information that interstate "€9arding how happy people are with the trust.
firms, for example, have been used to conduct surveys and As | said, in each instance when I have gone on talkback
so on of Housing Trust residents. Will the Minister includeradio, concerns have been raised but the people ringing in
information on what firms did what sort of work in that have been saying how happy they are with the service. | have

reply? also been given advice by trust officers who have indicated
The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN: Yes, | can assure the tome thatthere are very firm guidelines which must be met,
honourable member | will do that. particularly in terms of urgent maintenance such as a blocked

Ms HURLEY: Volume Il, page 611, refers to the drain or something such as that where the response time is
delegated authority in the Housing Trust for writing off debtmeasured in hours not in days. But, if the honourable member
and queries that it may not have been done by the appropfas specific problems, she should draw them to my attention.
ately delegated persons within the Housing Trust. Will thd am aware of at least one or two problems which the
Minister say to whom this is referring and in what way thehonourable member has drawn to my attention in the past,
problem has been resolved or is about to be resolved? and | am sure the honourable member would acknowledge

The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN: | will answer the second that in each instance they were thoroughly investigated and
part of the question first because when | became Minister response provided to her. So, if there are problems and they
was concerned at the level of delegation in relation to a@re drawn to my attention, | assure the honourable member
number of areas not only within the Housing Trust but withinthat they will be handled expeditiously. | repeat: | can only
my entire portfolio. | therefore reviewed those levels ofgo on the feedback | have received, and that is that the vast
delegation and | assure the honourable member that | nofajority of our tenants are more than happy with the service
exercise very close control, if you like, and a very close eydhey receive.
on those areas. My chief executive is required to provide me Ms HURLEY: | repeat my question: did the clerical
with information in relation to the matters which the honour-procedure with which there was a problem relate directly to
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any delays in maintenance being done or what was the natuaglequate recording of assets and management of plant and
of the problem encountered? equipment.

The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN:Again, | will have to take Ms WHITE: The report (page 107) deals with the
that specific question on notice. As | said, | will take that partsecurity and control of Government computer information
on notice and get back to the honourable member. | agaifystems and states that DETAFE had not implemented the
repeat that this is an operational problem. Some were drawpiescribed South Australian Government information
to our attention. As | said, the auditors are happy with thdechnology standards on outsourcing of information
steps being taken to rectify them. | will find out for the technology in respect of an IT security policy at the time of
honourable member whether that was the cause then, but tHigt security review into the student management system. The
problem has been addressed to the satisfaction of the auditogé/dent management system maintains important personal

Ms HURLEY: There was a drop in the maintenanceinformation of students, information that should not be

allowance available for Housing Trust tenants. In addition tgnisused. Is the Minister satisfied with the arrangements for
fixing up some of the problems, did the Minister also that system within the department? If not, what is being done

streamline procedures so that there was not a commensurdge2ddress this matter?
drop in the amount of maintenance work being done? The Minister would remember that there has been at least
The Hon. E.S. ASHENDEN: As the honourable member °N€ incident where a student has infiltrated the system to the

would know, maintenance is undertaken by contractors. O'Sn;[r?g (I:\;I]i?w?s%gg dfﬁ:'é?v%;ﬁg%?é%?;gﬁf gﬁ?ﬁ?e”t]hz\t/?ﬁé
have found that those contractors have been extreme - - -

competitive in the tendering process. We have been delighteI t;%rr'rt]yigfnzg?r:g%rgzg'on stored by the department on that
with the levels of the quotations which have been forwarded The Hon. R.B SUCH' It is an important issue. Once
to us. | know that before the tender process is set in placg ain, not detfaétin froh the res F(;nsibilit to fnaintain
officers have put down a figure which they anticipate is the gain, 9 P y

level at which the contracts will come back and, in manylSystems and their integrity, | point out that the Adelaide

instances, the contracts have been at figures below thos%sn}u'[e pf TAfFEhhas over 1 530 cgmputers on-line, WE'Ch
levels. Certainly, on the advice | have been given the> 2 raction of what exists within the TAFE system. When

: ' : ! u also teach computing—and many of our students are very
honourable member cannot draw any conclusion that, becau)éa ented in that area—there will be the challenge for the
we have been more efficient in the way in which we have 9

o ccasional student to breach the system.
utilised our money, that has reflected adversely on the . Lo
maintenance program. We did have a situation, as the honourable member

i . . . outlined, where someone was able to get into the system
_The CHAIRMAN: The time for the consideration ofthe ,5,gh the Torrens Valley Institute at a local level. I point
ministerial lines Emergency Services, Housing, Urbal

| - ut now, as | did at the time, that strict instructions were
Development and Local Government Relations has expiredien to ensure that wherever humanly possibly we prevent

that happening. It is an illegal activity to hack into a system
[Sitting suspended from 6.5 to 7.30 p.m.] and we have no hesitation in handing over to the police
people who illegally seek to access the TAFE system. We
have a comprehensive monitoring system in terms of access
Ms WHITE: | have questions of the Minister for tothe Internet. Where people have used the Internet for non-
Employment, Training and Further Education. | will start official purposes, they have been disciplined and action taken
with reference to Part B of Volume | of the report where onagainst them.
page 161 the Auditor-General specifically refers to the ~Members must realise that despite a student body of that
Department of Employment, Training and Further Educatiorsize we have few problems with our students and/or staff
and expresses a fair bit of concern over the management gbing the wrong thing. It is to their credit that we have so few
major plant and equipment through the fixed asset systeraxamples of people doing the wrong thing. The lad involved
For example, the Auditor-General talks about undertakings the case to which the honourable member referred was a
given for stocktakes of plant and equipment but states thagvenile from a non-English speaking background (which
reviews had not occurred at some of the institutes and Centr@bmplicated the matter) and obviously talented in computing
office. The audit also refers to stocktake results, where onlgkills, but the instruction was issued immediately after that
two out of 10 institutes had provided central office with incident to ensure that people could not illegally access our
information, and it goes on in that vein. What steps has thGystem_ I do not profess to be a computer expert but |
Minister taken to rectify that situation? understand that there is no absolutely foolproof system to
The Hon. R.B. SUCH: As the honourable member prevent someone getting in. We have all the state-of-the-art
indicated, this issue has been raised by the Auditor-Generahecks in place to ensure that people who have no right to do
over a period of time. Members should appreciate that TAFES0 do not access the system.
is a huge organisation in terms of assets: we are a training Ms WHITE: That response did not instil in me a great
organisation that is continually updating equipment. We haveleal of confidence. The incident to which the Minister
10 institutes, 57 campuses, in excess of 90 000 students areferred occurred at the beginning of last year and a consider-
more than 4 000 staff, so it is not surprising that anable time has elapsed since then. However, the Auditor-
organisation of that size will face some challenge in makingseneral talks about DETAFE not having implemented the
sure that asset management is absolutely up to the minut8overnment’s own IT standards and security policy and its
Nevertheless, the Chief Executive, Mr Brian Stanford, hasiot having prepared security specifications for the data
assured me as recently as today that all the matters raised maintained. He also states that weaknesses were found in
the Auditor-General are being and will be addressed. $ecurity integrity control.
understand that since this report was compiled further action There is a list there of weaknesses that were found to exist
has been taken by the department to ensure that thereiis the system. The Minister talked about the incident |
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referred to, and | felt almost as if he were justifying why thefor infringements along those lines and, if so, how does he
student did what he did. That student was detected, but otheesivisage handling those risks?

may not be, and | still maintain that, according to auditreport, The Hon. R.B. SUCH: There are risks. Life is full of
there seem to be still a lot of issues that have not beefisks, as | indicated earlier, particularly in a department that
addressed by the Government. At the risk of repeatings dealing with so many people’s futures, their careers, career
myself, | would like to know whether, by the time we have pathways, training, and those sorts of areas. We do have a lot
this report next year, we will be reading a different story. Aof information that necessarily we must keep in relation to
number of those issues have just not been addresse@sults and details about students, so we are very mindful of
according to this report. that, and that is an overriding requirement in terms of any
The Hon. R.B. SUCH: | can assure the honourable information that is held by us. In any contracting out
member that every safeguard that we are aware of is in plagdrangement we ensure that there will be no breach in relation
to ensure that people do not illegally access the system. Yd@ that sort of information. The short answer is that, unlike
have to realise in terms of governmental computer operatiosome other agencies, we are not extensively into contracting
that in TAFE it is somewhat different, given that we are aout, but where we have been and where we may go we will
training and educational establishment, and therefore our us#@sure that we have adequate and proper safeguards in place.
of computers in a whole range of ways is different from most  Certainly, as a department, we have not been fully
agencies. Not only because of that earlier incident that wasxtended, if you like, in terms of contracting out. It has been
isolated at one institute and was a localised breach, | amccepted by my colleagues that we have a particular situation
assured we have in place the most modern and sophisticatidrelation to training and educational responsibilities. We
mechanism to ensure that people do not access the systemmust ensure that we provide absolute safeguards in relation
Clearly, for security reasons, | will not go into all the to any contracting out but, at this stage, our contracting out
provisions that we have, but it also relates to other aspects ¢f relation to information technology has been rather
TAFE. We monitor very closely and can detect quickly anyminimal.
breaches of our systems, whether into the internet or any zMsWHITE: | refer to the Auditor-General’s Report, Part
other. B, Volume |, at pages 160 and 161, which talks about
Ms WHITE: | refer to the Auditor-General's comments implementation of accrual accounting. Mention is made of
in Part A of the Audit Overview. With respect to contracting the review by audit in April 1996 and the implementation of
out, the Auditor-General talks about Crown immunity, accrual accounting. A number of shortcomings were revealed
contracting out and issues such as that. Contracting ouh that review, for example, the project management
according to audit, of core Government functions is bothcommittee’s not approving the implementation plan and
complex and unsettled, to use the terms of the Auditorinsufficientinformation to enable proper assessments. It talks
General. He talks about legal risks and liability impactalso of a delay until June 1997 when the system will be fully
assessments, etc. The Department of Employment, Trainirgperational. The review makes those types of criticism. Will
and Further Education (DETAFE) involves a number ofthe Minister comment on the current status within the
contracting out arrangements, for example, the IT infrastrucdepartment with respect to addressing those criticisms?
ture, the applications development and support for computer- The Hon. R.B. SUCH: Once again we are talking about
ised business systems, and the physical resources functioasdepartment that operates very much on a collegiate system
How does the Minister see the comments of the Auditorin terms of decision making and implementation. In other
General relating to the contracting out functions within hiSWOI'dS, we do not run it as an authoritarian organisa[ion, and
department, and does he see the need for any steps to be takg#x is why major decisions are made involving senior staff,
to address the concerns of the Auditor-General? the directors of the various institutes and staff within those
The Hon. R.B. SUCH:I do not believe it is accurate to institutes.
suggest that the Auditor-General has any significant concerns It is not surprising that sometimes the implementation of
specifically with my department. Indeed, on page 162, h¢hese arrangements, including accrual accounting, takes a bit
says, ‘The department has been involved in a number dbnger. As | mentioned, the sheer volume of material with
contracting out arrangements’, and then details some of thermhich we have to deal is also not surprising. | am assured
but I do not think it is fair to say that the Auditor-General now that the implementation relating to accrual accounting
expressed any significant concern in respect of the contrads proceeding rapidly, and the majority of the Masterpiece
ing out functions that we have engaged in. systems are being implemented progressively during 1996
Ms WHITE: With respect, that really was not the and next year and will provide the basis for most of the
question | asked. | was not implying that the Auditor-Generapccrual information for 1996-97, with a small part to be
had found anything specifically wrong with the Minister, butProvided from any remaining existing systems not replaced
he does raise a concern in an overview, a concern right acrog§ at 30 June 1997. We are well down the track to having
Government, of the contracting out process and what it mighccrual accounting fully implemented through the depart-
mean for legal risks and liability. Does the Minister concedement. The sheer size and historical existence of different
that the department could be contracting out functions, sucgystems means that it has taken a little longer than it should
as the IT infrastructure, that deal with vast amounts ofave to bring about full implementation.
information, and sometimes quite personal information Mr CLARKE: | refer to part A of the Audit Overview
relevant to students and staff, etc., and that the risks anghage 128) relating to the Crown Solicitor’s investigation into
liability to Government of a contractor’s falling down in its conflicts of interest which arose during the abandoned sale
responsibilities might impact, or does the Minister reject theggrocess for SAMCOR. Given that the Crown Solicitor
possibility of any legal risks or liability to Government? In provided his report to the Government in his capacity as an
other words, has the Minister read the Auditor-General’'sndependent investigator rather than as the Government'’s
comments in respect of his own department and the potentitdgal adviser, will the Government table a copy of his report
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into this matter so that the Parliament can be sure that there The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | will take that question on
has been no cover-up? notice. Again, the sale process was handled outside the
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: As the Deputy Leader knows, department. | will obtain an answer for the Deputy Leader.
the Treasurer was actually handling the sale process, and he Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 707. What are the exact
is the one to whom the Crown Solicitor reported. Thatallocations of timber from PISA Forestry to Carter Holt

question would have to be asked of the Treasurer, not of mélarvey over the next 10 years as a result of the sale of
Members interjecting: Forwood Products, and how far out does this allocation

. . extend with rights of renewal contracts?
The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Well, I do not have it. It was The Hon. R.G. KERIN: That is quite a complicated list,
obviously an issue that had much publicity at the time

) - . ‘and | will take the question on notice. Various contracts were
Basically, a lot of that publicity was brutally unfair. It was q

) ) in that parcel for varying amounts and for varying lengths of
unheI_pftojll to theBsaIe proce];ssh, Wh|ckt1|_makes |rt]un_helpf_ul to tgﬁme. TFk)\e maximumyler?gth oftime is 15 yeargwﬁh 1F?years
meat industry. Because of the publicity at the time, it made; ; ;
saving those jobs at SAMCOR that much harder, but we aﬁégggg: renewal, but I will get the details for the Deputy

still working on trying to fix that. The assurance | can give . . .

; ) . . X Mr CLARKE: | refer to Part A of the Audit Overview,

is that Des Lilley was at no time involved in the assessmené S
. : e ; . . at page 128. The Asset Management Task Force provides exit

Of bids or in the decision makln_g. If he had b(_ee_n involved in porggs following the sale of Sgtate assets. Has ar[? exit report

either the assessment of the bids or the decision to be ma :

N en prepared or is it in the process of preparation following
gydgpfgrgﬁftre;al\ilérrlagement Task Force, certainly it would b‘ta’he sale of Forwood Products, and will the Minister table a

. . . copy in this House?
I have been assured by both parties that no information The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Again, that falls within the area

whatsoever was given that could be seen as being impropgf responsibility of the Treasurer because of the asset sales
or giving anyone an unfair edge. The basis of the visit wag,olved. | will refer that question to the Treasurer as | could
actually as a potential employee. If the Better Beef operationgt make any commitment on his behalf.
is looking at setting up on the other side of the world, itis  \ir cLARKE: | referto page 128 of the Audit Overview.
(r)]nly f?)'r thaﬁ It *:f“’e a goc;d look at the man wr}o mg?/ We.”As the Minister responsible for the day-to-day operations of

ave been heading it up here. | am quite comfortable W'”SAMCOR, is he keeping those employees fully informed of
what happened in that_ regard._The Deputy Leader will havg, 4 |5test developments in the sale process?
to ask the Treasurer hls.questlon. The Hon. R.G. KERIN: My area of responsibility at the

Mr CLARKE: Referring to Part B, Volume | (page 452), moment involves the day-to-day operations of SAMCOR. We

I note that the dividend provided to Government by PISAsare having weekly meetings to keep on top of that. The

forestry division decreased by $16.1 million to only peputy Leader understands the sale process, namely, through
$1 million in 1995-96. Why did this occur, what is the the Asset Management—

projected dividend for 1996-97, and how will it be achieved? iy Clarke interjecting:

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: There are relevant pointsto be  The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | have talked to the employees,
made regarding the dividend. A large part of that is due to theéut | am not privy to what is going on within the Asset
operating costs increasing by $15 million to $64.1 million,Management Task Force. That is part of the sale process that
for the following reasons. The harvesting costs increased dugas been set up. Not knowing what the day-to-day progress
to the lowering of the overall rotation age, which meant thais, there is absolutely no way that | can relay it on to the work
there was actually more harvesting of additional growingforce.
stock. There were increases in export chip prices which Mr CLARKE: At page 442, Part B, Volume |, the
resulted in a higher payment to Forwood Products for th@uditor-General again points to a lack of appropriate
purchase of those chips. There were significant additiongdrocedures for the payment of accounts and refers to
premium costs for the insurance cover of the forest assets afghdequate checking of authorities for payment, weaknesses
also payments to private forest owners reflecting additiongh procedures for checking that charges were for goods and
volumes of log harvested from that source. Itis important tGervices received and instances where appropriate procure-
note that retained profits increased by $17 million—whichment practices were not followed. Similar concerns were
more than makes up for the $16 million—during the yearraised by the Auditor-General in last year's report. What does
which was to provide for changes in timing of the tax the Minister propose to do to remedy the situation this year?
equivalent regime and other payments, and it has definitely The Hon. R.G. KERIN: | have spoken with the relevant
impacted on that dividend paid and covers the difference. officers about it and, if the Deputy Leader refers to page 442

Mr Clarke interjecting: under the heading ‘Audit Findings And Comments’, the

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: In 1996-97 hopefully it willbe ~ Second paragraph states:
up again. Forestry has gone through hard times because of the The response received from the department regarding these issues
building situation. Because of that timing, with the retainedindicated that appropriate action would be taken to address the
profits we will be back to a better level. | do not have aMaters raised.
crystal ball, but hopefully we will be getting back up to where The Auditor-General has had that assurance. In the next
we were. paragraph it is also interesting to note that, because of his
Mr CLARKE: | refer to page 707, Part B, Volume II. concerns, the Auditor-General did extra checking. He said:

When Forwood Products was sold it was announced that the The results of this substantive testing did not reveal any material
purchaser Carter Holt Harvey was a New Zealand owne8'Ors.

company. Is the Minister aware of any US involvement withl have taken on board what the Auditor-General has had to
Carter Holt Harvey, and can he advise what percentage of theay. We will try to avoid this matter appearing in the report
company is New Zealand owned? next year.
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Mr CLARKE: We will be reading the report with that the Treasurer was with him to prop him up just in case
interest. At page 444, Part B, Volume [, | note that nohe needed someone else to blame, someone else to pass the
payments of outstanding loans under the Gulf St Vincenbuck to. Yesterday we had the disgraceful sight of the
prawn fishery rationalisation plan were received in 1995-96Premier of South Australia refusing to answer any Opposition
What is the Government's intention in relation to thequestions about issues vital to the future of services relied
recovery of these outstanding debts and will the Ministerupon by thousands of South Australians. He handballed each
indicate the costs associated with the management of thif those questions to his Ministers. There was a brief flurry
fishery and the cost of consultants’ reports over the past yeaeach time with them trying to work out who was going to get

The Hon. R.G. KERIN: Certainly, in relation to the first the Premier off the hook: it was as simple as that.
part, the Deputy Leader—and | must admit that itis not clear We keep hearing that the Premier is anxious to look tough.
from the way in which it is written—has misread what In a recent poll people said that he is a weak Premier, that the
payments have been made. The interest was paid and it wilitate is wallowing, that there is a lack of direction. He has
show up in the chart on page 449. Payments were made, ahéen told that he has to look tougher, to look like a real
the receipts for 1996 were $400 000. The reason why it hdeader, to look a bit like a South Australian version of Jeff
not been paid to Treasury as such is that there was a chanijennett. Well, let me just say this: Jeff Kennett would not
in the arrangements for that loan and, at the moment, thieave handballed yesterday’s questions on the opening day of
money is sitting in a deposit account. At the start of the yeaParliament to Ministers who were not ready, who had to be
we had a balance of $299 000 in a deposit account witlliragooned into answering questions to get the Premier off the
Treasury; with the $400 000 paid by the fishermen added tbook.
it, there is now a deposit account of $699 000 sitting with The Premier wants to look like Jeff Kennett, but | guess
Treasury. Discussions are taking place at the momerhere is one essential difference: Jeff Kennett tries to win for
regarding how to formalise the movement of that money fronhis State whilst our Premier likes to lose and likes to run
the deposit account into repayment of loan with Treasury. away. When the heat is on, Dean is gone and he wheels out

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The time has expired for someone else to blame the former Government, the Keating
consideration of the lines Employment, Training and Furthef5overnment, the Howard Government or the city council, and
Education and Primary Industries. now he has found someone new to blame.

Progress reported. Yesterday we asked questions about Federal/State

economic relations, about massive Liberal cuts to child-care

The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move funding, to aged-care funding and to our hospitals. But the

pursuant to order: Premier did not want to know about that, and he did not want
That the report of the Auditor-General and budget results 19950 answer those questions. He has not done anything to fight
96 be noted. for South Australia against the Liberal cuts from Canberra.

Itis clear that the Premier has run up the white flag for South
The Hon. M.D. RANN (Leader of the Opposition): | Australia against the Liberal’s cuts. Itis clear that the Premier
want to say something very emphatic to start: does not want to know that John Howard has ripped up his
The role of State Parliament should be enhanced to improvbudget, and he does not want to know about the Auditor-
representation of the people and to make the Government mo@eneral’s Report, and | can understand why: because, once
accountable to the people through Parliament. again, the Auditor-General’s Report is a systematic indict-
All of us should believe those words uttered by the Premiement of the Premier’s whole economic and financial agenda.
of South Australia when he was Leader of the Opposition The Auditor-General, Ken MacPherson, has punched
during his policy speech before the last election. That waoles in every plank of the Premier's economic plan. Let us
one of his central pledges: open Government, honesty aridok at them. Privatisation will cost the taxpayer more
accountability through the Parliament. From what we havenoney, not less, and it will expose the taxpayers of South
seen, that was obviously just another broken promise. Waustralia to real risk. He says that the asset sales have not
have seen it illustrated here today with the measly, pathetigelped the deficit at all. He says the $300 million savings
Question Time this Parliament has been given to questiocentrepiece of the last Brown budget cannot be supported
Ministers in relation to the Auditor-General's Report. Lessusing the Premier’s own budget figures. He also says that the
than three hours has been made available to questidDS deal, the Premier's shining example of economic
Ministers in relation to a 1 000 page report that was tabledlevelopment, has a series of question marks placed beside it.
yesterday afternoon. The Auditor-General’s Report runs to  This report has clearly got under the Premier’s skin. It has
1000 pages, yet only three hours has been allowed fdiit a raw nerve, so this Government did what it does best, that
guestions. is, shoot the messenger and find someone else to blame. This
Previously Parliament has received the Auditor-General’'sime it was not the former Government, the Howard
Report before the Estimate Committees were held. Thos8overnment, the Keating Government or the city council:
Committees provide 13 days to question Ministers. As aaow he has the Auditor-General to blame for his current
Minister for four years in seven different portfolios, | faced problems. On radio this morning he was calling the Auditor-
hour after hour of questions from the then Liberal OppositionGeneral short-sighted. He was calling the Auditor-General
which drew its questions from the Auditor-General's Reportsimplistic. He accused him of attempting to rewrite history.
In other words, 13 days of questioning is today shoehorneHlis Treasurer has said that the budget is too complex for the
into three hours. That is the Premier’s version of accountaAuditor-General to understand. | find that extraordinary.
bility. We have had different Auditors-General over the years.
This Premier runs from scrutiny. We know it, and his We had Tom Sheridan, regarded as a tough Auditor-General
colleagues know it because they constantly talk about itwvho questioned Ministers and questioned Government
When the Premier was present for his 30 minutes of questiorfinances, but | never saw Ministers in the Estimates Commit-
ing today he made sure that he was not alone. He made suee stand up and bucket the Auditor-General—not once. He
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is an independent officer of this Parliament. He is responsibleundamentals—such as hospitals, schools, water and power.
to this Parliament: not to the Government, not to the OpposiWe have always been opposed to this on an ideological,
tion but to the Parliament. That is why he gave his first copiegconomic, strategic and public interest basis. The Auditor-
of the report to the Speaker and to the President of thi&eneral has further highlighted the economic justification for
Parliament. It is absolutely essential for the running of thighat position. With respect to asset sales, he says:

State that we have Confldence |n OUfAUdItOI‘-Genera| and that It seems. . that the sale of Government businesses has not
the Auditor-General has the confidence of all members of thisontributed significantly to the State’s underlying deficit outcome.

Parliament. _ _ For the Premier, who seems to have got lost in his Auditor-
What we have seen today and yesterday is a Premier afkneral's Report today, that is at page 21 of Part A. Asset
a Treasurer who are trying to undermine confidence in thgajes have reduced the debt—and that is important—but the
Auditor-General of this State—trying to pull the rug from Ayditor says we have forgone income of $110 million for
under him, in terms of public credibility. It is like attacking interest savings of $114 million, and it has made no dent on
ajudge who has cast judgment on you. And we remember thie deficit. Yesterday, the Treasurer said we would be all
judge, Trevor Olsson, when he cast judgment on thejght if interest rates were up. Well, they are not. And there
Premier’'s VeraCIty and Cred|b|l|ty as an Unre|lab|e witness "]S Speculation that they may go down again_you have Only
acourt case last year. So, we have been told that this budggtiisten to Mr Costello. That would reduce the Government’s

is too hard for the Auditor-General to cope with and underyp|ic debt interest bill, but it would further reduce savings
stand. Unfortunately for the Premier and the Treasurer, thg, the budget deficit as a result of asset sales.

Auditor-General does seem to see through the bodgie figures | ¢ ys clear up a few things that were raised in this

and bodgie budget papers, and what does he see? Parliament today. The Labor Opposition supported the sale
On privatisation, the Auditor-General has blown away thesf BankSA, the Pipelines Authority and SGIC. We voted in
whole economic rationale for the Brown Government'sthis parliament. If the Premier had turned up he would not
obsession with flogging off this State’s assets and operationfave embarrassed himself today when he accused Labor of
to foreigners. Let us look at what the Auditor-General says/oting against or opposing these asset sales. The Auditor-
about privatisation, about outsourcing and about all thesgeneral has now found that the prices obtained by the
private sector-public sector deals. The Premier has told thigovernment in these and other privatisations were collective-
House that privatisation is all about saving the taxpayerg, well below what would have reflected the earnings
money and reducing risk to the taxpayer. But let us look ahotential of those assets. That is what the Auditor-General
the evidence uncovered by the Auditor-General. said. The Government's own recurrent savings figures on
The Auditor-General found that getting the private sectobudget outlays have also come under scrutiny from the
to build public hospitals and then lease them back tquditor-General.
Government is not cheaper for taxpayers. In fact, it costs Us The Premier has boasted about the $300 million recurrent
more. He came up with the hard evidence in two case Stud|e§a\/ings in this year’s budget Unfortunateb/, the Auditor-

the Mount Gambier and Port Augusta hospital proposalsgeneral cannot substantiate these savings using the Premier's
which cost taxpayers $6.5 million more than if the Govern-gyn budget figures. The Auditor-General said:

ment ha_d built thqs_e prOjQCts directly. L. | would observe that the discussion of $300 million recurrent
Thatis $6.5 million being wasted, going into the pocketssavings in the 1996-97 financial statement cannot be readily
of private sector developers, which could be going towardseconciled to the trends in the preceding data (Part A, p.13).
treating patients in our struggling public hospitals. Thatyhat a damning assessment! The State’s top budget watch-
$6.5 million is the annual salary of more than 120 nurses.WgOg says the figures are such that he cannot see how a
know that this Government has got rid of 500 nurses. Itis halg300 million saving can be explained. Of course, the
the budget shortfall at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, &reasurer has said that the Auditor-General cannot under-
shortfall created by Brown Government cuts. Thatsiang his budget figures, but Labor has said for some time
$6.5 million would solve the South-East obstetrics crisishat the budget documentation requires major reform to bring
several times over. | wonder whether the people of Mounf ;1o pest practice. It should be brought in line with the
Gambier will thank the Premier for this bungle over thep actice of the previous Commonwealth Government. After
construction of the Mount Gambier hospital. all, we are still waiting for details of the Howard budget in
But the whole outsourcing mania that infects this Governre|ation to the States and special purpose payments in the
ment may have placed tens of millions of dollars at risk, anthudget brought down in August. In the budget debate Labor
| want to quote the Auditor-General directly. I do not want cajled for the provision in the budget documents of these key
to bad-mouth the Auditor-General. | do not want to try topoints:

undermine his confidence. | do not want to undermine the 1 Three year forward estimates of outlays by function,
confidence of the public or the Parliament in this Auditor-portfolio and program.

General. | want to quote from him directly, and itis a quote’ 5 Tpree year forward estimates of revenue type.
that the Premier should read. The Auditor-General states: 3. Anoutiays measure table, including expected costs of

It may be that in certain circumstances the privileges of theeach measure in all three out years.

Crown, including immunity from criminal liability, may be - . :
unintentionally invested in private contracting parties. Similarly, the 4. Arevenue measures table including expected receipts

South Australian Government may incur liabilities through thefrom each measure in the three out years.
contracting out of ‘core Government’ services which it would not 5. A reconciliation table showing variations between the

have otherwise had. last forward estimates and the budget estimate for the budget
Far from removing risk, the Auditor-General says that thisyear as a result of parameter variations, other estimates
outsourcing has opened entire new areas of risk for taxpayergariations and policy decisions by portfolio or function.

The Labor Party is totally opposed to the outsourcing and Of course, the EDS deal, the Premier’s shining example
privatisation of core Government activities—what we call theof economic development, also copped some criticism. The
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Auditor-General finds that there are still important, unre-12 months. Whilst the Auditor-General made comments in
solved matters between agencies and EDS. These strike at thiedsight on some of the actions and activities undertaken by
very claim of this Premier that he struck a good deal, a greg¢he Government—and that is very easy to do—you have to
bargain, for South Australia. Nearly six months after thegive credit to the Government for trying and for carrying out
transfer of operations to EDS, there is still a lack of verifica-one of the most difficult tasks ever placed before any
tion of levels of service from EDS to Government agenciesGovernment in this State. This State had to face the horren-
there is no finalisation of software leases and maintenanadous effort of cleaning up the mess of the previous Labor
contracts, there are differences in the asset listings of EDGovernment, of which the Leader of the Opposition was a
and the Government departments, and there are inadequatember and to which he was a quite significant contributor:
security arrangements. If the Premier does not believe thaif,we believe what he put out periodically during his minister-
he should turn to the Auditor General’s Report (Part A, pageéal term, he was one of the highlights of that Government.
94-95). The Auditor-General says that it is ‘unsatisfactory The current Treasurer is now faced with having to clean
that problems continue to be experienced with finalisation ofip a $3.5 million-plus deficit, to try to rein in what he can get
‘wave one’ agency Service Level Agreements.’ for wasted assets. Take the Remm building: it cost nearly

The Auditor-General has uncovered plenty of other$900 million, and all we can get for it is $150 million.
nasties. Earlier | spoke about health suffering, thanks to thEverybody knows what the rorts were on that property and
Government’s privatisation plans wasting money, but that isvhat the unions did to the Government in the construction of
not the only reason that our public health system is sick. Nothat property. Everybody knows what happened to keep it
only has the Brown Government slashed the health budgejoing. Look at the number of people who went on workers’
but it has not been spending the money it allocated for healtitompensation and how many of them are still on workers'’
It has been a con, it has been a trick, it has been a Deatbmpensation today. That is the real story; they are the real
special. The Auditor-General's Report says that during 1995acts; that is the real issue that went on in the construction of
96 the Health Commission’s deposit account increased bjhe Remm building. It was typical builders labourers in
$38 million to a total of $78 million. Of this, the Auditor- Victoria who were kicked out of Victoria by Labor Premier
General says that $11 million is committed to enterpriseCain and who came across here—

bargaining and $20 million is committed to capital works.  Mr CLARKE: | rise to take a point of order on relevance.
That leaves $47 million in the Health Commission’s bankWe are debating the Auditor-General’s Report_

account, waiting for the Premier to call an election. _ The SPEAKER: If the honourable member would like the

While the Brown Government has been saving money inchajr to enforce that Standing Order rigorously, | would
the Health Commission's hollow log, hospitals have beeryggest to him that his colleagues will have a great deal of
cutting jobs, closing beds and turning patients away. Inyjitficulty in making a contribution. The Leader of the
February, _th_e Queen Elizabeth Hosp|tal_announced thatith pposition would have been told to sit down after two
a$13.5 million shortfall that would require a cut of 200 staff, minytes. Therefore, in the interests of free debate, the Chair
the closure of 50 beds and that patient nymbers. would be cyhes not uphold the point of order.
by 4 000 to 5 000. Yet the Government is packing the pork \» BECKER: Thank you, Mr Speaker
barrel with money that could alleviate the crisis. Mr Clarke i t. acting: ' '

There are many true stories about how the Brown rlarke interjecting.
Government's budget cuts are hurting real people. There are 1€ SPEAKER: Order! _
stories of ambulances driving from one hospital to another Mr BECKER: The relevance to the report is that the
trying to find beds, of a patient dying on a trolley in recep-OPposition is claiming that the Auditor-General’'s Report is
tion, of dirty and soiled linen not changed, of services for& condemnation and a critique of the operations of the State
urgent dental cases described as being in chaos, of menfaPvernment in the past 12 months, of the various Govern-
patients being booked into a Hindley Street hotel and of th&ent departments, public trading enterprises, authorities and
Government being unable to contact possible Legionnairedll the operations of the Treasurer. That may be the
victims because it was not cost effective. We used to havePposition’s point of view, but we must look at what caused
Governments that were committed in health because of thieome of the problems that have made for a very difficult
needs of people and patients. Today, we are not doing tho§eanagement period for_the Government. | think the Treasurer
things, not addressing public health concerns, because thBs done a pretty good job under the circumstances. Itis very
are not cost effective. easy to criticise somebody in hindsight, because you are not

While hospitals have finished the year in debt, the Healthaced with the problem of having to raise the money at that
Commission has increased its bank balance to $78 milliorfime instead of 12 months later, when interest rates have been
Every time there is a new hospitals crisis, every time a patierferced down.
is dealt with badly, let us remind them that $78 million has Let us not forget that Paul Keating deliberately kept
been spirited away by this Premier to help his election rathenterest rates high during his last 18 months or so, when the
than to help the health of this State, and that is a disgracerest of the world was dropping them. Keating mismanaged
have certainly not exhausted the concerns raised by tHfe economy of this country, and each State in turn is now
Auditor-General in my contribution tonight. Twenty minutes paying the price for it. Let us look at what Paul Keating
is not enough for that, and neither is a measly three houvanted to do when he was Treasurer. He wanted all the State
debate with a Premier who does not even bother to show ufzovernments to get out of State banking systems. Then when

he was Prime Minister he still wanted the State Governments

Mr BECKER (Peake): This is another attempt by the to get out of the banking system. He got the Commonwealth
Leader of the Opposition to denigrate anything and everyBank to take over the Victorian bank to help Victoria out of
thing that is good about the current Government. Thehe mire, but in South Australia we had to hang on. Do not
Auditor-General’s Report is simply what it is: an overview tell me anything about the operations of the old Savings Bank
of the operations of the Government during the pasbf South Australia which belonged to the people and which
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was stolen from the people by this Parliament and taken over It has been a hard battle and it is a hard battle when an
by the Government, because it was the people’s bank.  Opposition stands up in the State Parliament (as the Labor
Ms Stevens:You supported it. Party did for many years when in government) and does not
Mr BECKER: At that stage we had no option but to encourage people to be members of a health system and pay
support you, because you would have been out there in tHeealth insurance. It was said, ‘No: let us all use the hospital
streets. We know what Bannon and the Labor Party wouldystem.’ That situation cost us big sums of money. We must
have done: they would have been out in the streets screamirgucate people to take out health insurance within their
blue murder that we were criticising the State Bank. That wameans so that they have a better choice within the health
the whole threat of all the criticism through all the issues angystem.
doubts that we raised. Go back throughittemsard | asked Mrs Geraghty interjecting:
about 230 questions. Within months of Marcus Clark taking Mr BECKER: The member for Torrens says it might be
over, | was critical of our money going out of South too late now. It was her mentor who started all this rot in the
Australia. South Australian savings were going into shoppindate 1970s and early 1980s discouraging people from taking
centres in other States when they should have been investedt health insurance. It can be traced back to those early
in South Australia in low cost housing. But the Labor Partyyears. Now we must face all those things. It is all very well
was not interested in low cost housing; Marcus Clark was nofor Dapper Don to stand up and ask, ‘What are they doing to
interested in low cost housing. They were not interested imy State?’ | made speech after speech saying, ‘Dunstan, we
helping the little people; they were not interested in helpingwill pay for generations for what you are doing to South
the battlers. They were not interested in carrying on the initiaAustralia.” And | was right.
traditions of the South Australian Housing Trust. They were  We now have a Treasurer who is trying to rectify that
not interested in that. They were not interested in givingsituation. Give him a fair go and let him get on with the job.
people cheap land at the price of the cost of the subdivision.et us get South Australia back to where it should be, in the
Members opposite were not interested in giving peopleole it deserves, and restore the confidence that people are
houses that were built at cost by good builders. They initialljooking for.
pumped $50 million into a shopping centre across the border The SPEAKER: The member for Hart. | point out to the
in Geelong. A lot of good that did South Australia. Many jobsmember for Hart the concern of the Deputy Leader, who
and a lot of other business went with that. That is thewants him to relate his remarks to the Auditor-General’s
difficulty that the State Government has had to face over th®eport.
years in building the recovery of and the confidence in South
Australia. We have also heard the bleatings about the health Mr FOLEY (Hart): Thank you, Sir. Itis quite interesting
system. Who ran down the health system? Back in 1979 ip listen to the member for Peake talk about giving the
was obvious what was happening with the health system. [ireasurer, the Deputy Premier, a real go in this Parliament.
was absolutely scandalous. Not many weeks ago the only people supporting the Deputy
Ms Stevens interjecting: Premier on the gun debate were members on this side of the
Mr BECKER: The member for Elizabeth said that it was House: all Liberal MPs, the member for Coles included,
nothing like it is today. Let me remind her that when she wagarticularly the member for Florey, were less than supportive
still going to school | was in the House looking into the of the Deputy Premier. So do not give us that nonsense about
hospitals and the health department. who should be supporting the Deputy Premier.
Members interjecting: | must say that to hear the member for Peake, who is
Mr BECKER: Pensioners were being tipped out of our Chairman of the Economic and Finance Committee, talk such
Government hospitals and sent home with bags full ofrrelevant drivel for 10 minutes is a concern. | would have
medication which was costing many hundreds of dollars anthought that a man who holds a position as important as his,
which they never needed. The poor people did not need aiind somebody who quite frankly | hold in fairly high esteem
this medication: they wanted care and attention and thegs Chair of that committee, could have given us a better
wanted to be treated, but the system was so poor in thosesight into the work of the Auditor-General. It really was an
days. It was starved of finances back in those days by thigrelevant contribution and, unfortunately, an opportunity
various Labor Governments. We found that people werenissed.
passing away and leaving behind many hundreds of dollars It is important to note that this has been an extremely
worth of medication which could not be used and which haccomprehensive Auditor-General’s Report, one of which the
to be tipped down the sink. Millions of dollars were wasted.Auditor-General and his staff can be proud. | think it is the
I remind members about the role of the public hospitaimost detailed and thorough assessment of the State’s finances
system in South Australia and the way in which it has beemlone by an Auditor-General that | have had the opportunity
operated. Look at what the Minister for Health has had to ddo look at. He is looking at the State’s finances in a way that
in the past 18 months. First, an audit had to be done of this different from the experience of the past. The Auditor-
whole system to find out what was happening. We looked aGeneral and his office have acknowledged and obviously
the capital structure. Let us take the Queen Elizabethealised the massive changes in the way this Government sets
Hospital. Nothing has been done there. The way the buildinggbout operating the State’s finances, and they are adopting
have been allowed to deteriorate is an absolute disgrace. Itilseir practices and their way of scrutinising those accounts
full credit to the staff given the conditions under which theyaccordingly.
have worked during the past six or seven years. It is full That is very important, because one of the things that
credit to the staff for the standards of excellence and theoncerns me and all members of the Opposition, as we have
awards that the hospital has won in the past 18 months. It imoved into this new style of Government—a style of
absolutely amazing that the staff are so determined andutsourcing, where we see the very nature of Government
dedicated to preserve the good name and the good undehanging from one of doing things to one of administering
standing of the principal role of that hospital. contracts—it has been a great concern of ours that the



58 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY Wednesday 2 October 1996

prudential controls and mechanism be put in place to ensurgarticularly now that we have two Government agencies
proper scrutiny, proper openness, proper accountability andgsponsible for industry assistance in both the Department of
most importantly, the appropriate and proper delivery of theManufacturing Industry, Small Business and Regional
services in question. The Auditor-General’s Report is movindevelopment, as well as the Premier's own portfolio of
to address those issues. He is flagging, as he did in his earlienformation Industries, and from my perspective thatis very
report last year, a number of concerns he has about that. Heportant. The private sector provision of infrastructure is
is being quite fair in the way he is looking at the contractsanother area that interests me and, not wanting to cross too
relating to water and EDS. He is flagging areas that mayar into portfolio areas that are not my responsibility, it was
cause trouble without pre-empting or putting forward acertainly interesting to note that in relation to the Mount
predetermined view as to the outcome of some of thos&ambier and Port Augusta hospitals the Auditor-General has
issues. He is flagging a number of very important concerngised the issue that by not using the borrowing power of the
that we as a Parliament need to be aware of. Government we may well have paid about $6.5 million more

Itis simply not good enough for the Premier to make theover the life of those projects than we need to have paid.
public comments he has made today in the very dismissive It is also important for us to look at the issue of the cost
and extremely aggressive attitude with which he publiclyeffectiveness of the private sector infrastructure, and that it
addressed the Auditor-General and his report. It is not a case only worth doing if it is going to save us money. It is not
of an Auditor-General, to quote the Premier, ‘rewriting worth doing for any philosophical aim or any particular bent
history’. If anyone understood the full details, ramificationsof the Government in terms of providing work packages to
and errors of the former State Bank issue, it was the Auditorindustry. It really must be decided whether or not it is cost
General. We all know the work he did in reviewing that caseeffective for the Government and therefore cost effective to
as part of the fallout from the State Bank affair. the taxpayer. Certainly in my role as shadow Infrastructure

To suggest, as the Premier has done today, that tHdinister | will be looking at cost effectiveness when those
Auditor-General is wanting to re-write history, that he has nofprojects are assessed in the future and not some ideological
learned from history, that he is almost dismissing history andent that everything must be done by the private sector.
is somehow advocating in his report that we should recreate The Leader put it so well earlier today when he said that
the State Bank and SGIC, is not just offensive: itis downrighthe Government has not allowed this report to get the
stupid. | do not think it behoves the Premier to makeattention it deserves; the Government is not allowing this
ridiculous comments such as that. Very few people, if anyParliament to adequately scrutinise the work of the Auditor-
would have painstakingly gone through every single issue anGeneral. The half an hour sessions today, two Ministers at a
transaction involved in the State Bank affair than the Auditortime, was nothing more than a farce. Nothing more can be
General, and it is quite insulting for the Premier to suggessaid about it other than it was a farce. Even during the debate
that the Auditor-General would be in some way advocatingonight, | notice that there is but a handful of speakers from
the return of these sorts of assets. He is doing what he ifie Government present—quite possibly there will be no
required to do by statute and this Parliament, and that is tmore than a couple of speakers from the Government. | do
give us a constructive analysis of the State’s finances—aot know whether other members intend to speak on the
warts and all analysis. Auditor-General's Report.

If the Government does not like it, it is too bad and, It would be interesting to hear other comments from
obviously, if the Opposition does not like it, it is too bad; he Government members but it would be more interesting to
must call it as he and his officers see it and we must accepiear the Treasurer and, more importantly, the Premier make
that. The Leader has gone into great detail, or in more detadl contribution but, as we well know, we cannot really
than | have, in terms of some of the critical issues containegnticipate that that will occur. Finally, as | said, it has been
within the report. Clearly, from the perspective of my a very good report; it is a very good oversight of our State’s
portfolio responsibilities, the Auditor-General's commentsfinances. | am certainly comforted, in my role as shadow
on the EDS contract are extremely useful and extremelwiinister for a number of economic portfolios, to know that
important guides to the sorts of issues we need to be lookinge have in place an Auditor-General and his staff who are
at. He has expressed concerns that some of the agenelsuring that our State’s finances and accounts are properly
agreements have not yet been finalised, and he has providegutinised. | simply wish that the Premier would consider
as he did last year, a check list for me, as shadow Ministethis report as he should and not resort to his habit of simply
and indeed for this Parliament, to ensure that critical issueshooting the messenger.
are addressed.

Likewise, he has expressed a number of concerns and Ms STEVENS (Elizabeth): The over-arching examin-
issues relating to the water contract and how it should bation of the Auditor-General's Report was given by our
monitored. The issue of the Crown immunity question is a_eader, so | will confine my comments primarily to the health
very good one and, quite frankly, | admit that | have not giverand safety portfolios. Before | do, | want to comment about
that enough attention, and clearly neither has théhe processwe wentthrough earlier today. As other members
Government, and that is something we will need to addressave indicated, quite simply it was a farce. In terms of the
a little more closely as time goes on. Another area | will behealth portfolio, which was one quarter of the State’s budget,
looking at closely relates to the Auditor-General's comments had 15 minutes with the Minister. | was able to cover three
about the Government's financial assistance package topics. During this time the Minister—and if members read
industry. The Auditor-General was critical in last year's his remarks they will see what | am saying—was not on top
report about the lack of proper tracking of those assistancef the subject matter. He had to take long periods of time
packages, the lack of accountability, and probably, mostvhile he was given the answer by his public servants and
importantly, the lack of public disclosure. while we waited as precious minutes ticked by. This was just

Again, in this report, he has raised a number of issues ha farce. | needed at least an hour to deal adequately with a
believes need to be better addressed by the Governmepprtfolio of this size and importance.
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I would like now to refer to some of the issues | raisedbe demonstrated that projects and services will be provided more
with the Minister and draw attention to the inadequacies ofost effectively than by the public sector.
his answers. The first issue involved the Modbury HospitalThat is what the Treasurer said when he announced this new
The Auditor-General made a point of actually noting that noway of providing infrastructure. Unfortunately, the Minister
strategy had been established to monitor the performance fifr Health was not able to provide that correct information,
Healthscope from the time that the contract began. This iso | will provide it so that the House has an accurate record
part of the Auditor-General’s criticism of this Government’s of what happened in relation to the Mount Gambier Hospital.
privatisation strategy. We have had the first privatisation offhe issue that comes through and the issue that the Auditor-
the management of a hospital, and we find out that they havgeneral pointed out is that the private sector option cost
failed to establish a strategy to monitor performance againshore. That is the issue that the Auditor-General was making
the contract—a basic error. | asked the Minister why this hagh terms of the Government's racing down an ideological path
been omitted. If members read his answer, they will see whatithout knowing the full story and without doing its sums
he came up with. and getting it right. This is certainly what happened in

First, he wanted to say that it was not his fault, that it wagelation to Mount Gambier.
not his responsibility to do such a thing, that that responsibili- | attempted also to get an answer from the Minister in
ty belonged to the people who signed the contract, twaelation to Port Augusta Hospital because, as we know, Port
members from Healthscope and two members of the boarugusta now turns out to have been $2.5 million more
of Modbury Hospital. Eventually, after a bit of pressing, heexpensive with the private sector option. Instead of the
had to admit that he, as Minister for Health, had soméMinister's answering the question and giving me the cost
responsibility and accountability for what happens to thebenefit analysis, he went into a rave, waving his arms around,
$1.4 billion of public money expended in the health sectormaking expansive statements but coming up with no proced-
I would dearly love to see the Auditor-General's commentaure, no positives and negatives, and no firm evidence of any
on the Minister’s answer in terms of his responsibility ascost benefit analysis that his department undertook.
Minister for Health in his governing of the health portfolio  |am very concerned because, unfortunately, the Minister
and the management of all that money. for Health is the only person in this Parliament who answers

The second issue involves my second question on th@uestions on health. The Premier is not able to deal with these

Mount Gambier Hospital. As we know, as it has beenissues, and every time we put an issue to him on health he
mentioned and was clearly drawn out by the Auditor-Generahandballs it to the Minister and, quite clearly, this Minister
the Mount Gambier Hospital was to have been a great nei§ incapable of managing a portfolio of the complexity of the
experiment by this Government in private sector involvemenhealth portfolio. That has been demonstrated time and again
with public infrastructure. The Auditor-General has criticisedin this Parliament and it was again demonstrated today when
this process and said that, as it turns out, the Mount Gambiéguestioned him in relation to the Auditor-General's Report.
Hospital has cost us $4 million more by doing itin thisway. | will make one final observation in relation to the

| want to take issue with some of the things the Minister saidMinister's comments, because they are so unbelievable that
in his reply to me when | asked him to present to me the coghey deserve afinal observation. When asking him questions
benefit analysis, the advice which he was given and which h&bout the cost benefit analysis that did not appear to have
used in order to go down that track. In response to myappened | said:

question, the Minister went into the history of the develop- Am | to assume that when the Health Commission does a cost

ment of the Mount Gambier Hospital. He said: benefit analysis of a financial commitment it is expressed in terms
. . ) . in which the Minister has expressed it to the committee because, if
The residential staff and hospital board at Mount Gambier hadhat is the case, we are in dire straits.

been clamouring for a new hospital, and we were simply not . .

prepared to make them wait for another 10 years. We immediately he Minister said:

went to the private sector, seeking funding for the new hospital | am sure the people of Port Augusta and Mount Gambier would
facilities. disagree with the honourable member. They think this is a wonderful

: : : o fi decision because they did not have an appropriate hospital for all the
| will quote from the Public Works Committee’s first report time the Labor Government was in power.

on the Mount Gambier Hospital, which says somethingB L . . .
different, as follows: oth communities still do not have their hospitals. These two

communities will be aghast when they know that $6.5 million

Options for both public and private hospital operations wer ; ; .
examined at length. As the public hospital option would result ir?that could have been spent on services in rural communi

operational savings of $2.2 million per annum, which could be usedi€S—on doctors, specialists and mental health—to alleviate
to service a loan for part of the construction cost of the new hospitagt whole lot of concerns rural communities have in relation to

this option was preferred over operational savings to the Stathealth has been wasted because the Government went the
Government of $2.1 million per annum from the private option. wrong way.

So, right back in October 1994, in the first year of this new .

Government, the Minister's answer was incorrect: the MsWHITE (Taylor): The Government will have heard
Government did not go straight to a private sector option buhe complaint of members of the Opposition regarding the
in fact had chosen the public sector option, which is what théck of time we have had to debate this very important
Public Works Committee reported on. The private sectoffocument and the lack of opportunity we have had to
option did not arrive on the scene until the budget speech ifiuestion Ministers thoroughly concerning the issues raised
1995-96. | will quote from the Premier’'s budget speech iy the Auditor-General. | will not repeat any of the points

relation to this new way of providing infrastructure: made by my colleagues and our Leader but will concentrate
on two issues which cut to the core of the important messages

To do this we will establish a building better future program. e P -
Under this program there will be up to $300 million of private funds.the Auditor-General sends in his report. The first and very

to develop major public projects. This is a very significant boost tdmportant issue the Auditor-General raises concerns the
the capital works program. This program will be applied where it carmanagement of risk and the audit underlines the need for
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reviewing the risk management strategies of all Governmenmhembers who represent the people of South Australia, we
departments and agencies. must be concerned about the dangers of the Government’s
As a member of the Public Works Committee, | see manyourse and its apparent lack of understanding and lack of
of the public infrastructure projects which come before thecare, according to audit, in the way its privatisation agenda
committee and, as the Government moves into a phase & implemented.
increasing public sector involvement in infrastructure, many
important issues are raised that | believe have not adequately Mr BRINDAL (Unley): | have listened with increasing
been addressed and, obviously from Auditor-General'§iorror to the level of debate that has taken place on the other
Report, neither does he. The Auditor-General often talkside of the Chamber.
about the ‘blind acceptance of risk’ by the Government in  Mr Foley: Comb your hair!
such projects. Alarmingly for me, too often public servants Mr BRINDAL: If the member for Hart was more worried
who appear before the Public Works Committee do no@bout substance and less about appearance, this Parliament
recognise that any risk exists to Government regardingnight not have the dilemma that it has, and that dilemma is
aspects of the projects and proposals which they preser@ixemplified by this debate. There is no credible Opposition.
When public servants see that the private sector is puttinghave heard members opposite bleating that they have not
money into infrastructure they believe that there is no risk tdad enough time to ask the questions and they have not had
Government. In fact, a recent article in thdvertiserquoted ~ enough time for debate. In the limited time that members
the Minister for Emergency Services in relation to one publicopposite have had, they have made complete fools of
work who was inferring that, because the public sector wathemselves. | am only sorry that members opposite were not
putting in half the money, the Government's exposure wagiven three times as long, because the longer this debate goes
only half that cost and there was, therefore, only a limitedon the more stupid the Opposition looks. Members opposite
liability. come in here bleating about their lack of time, but have they
It seems that there is a common view among Governmenitrepared? Have they read the Auditor-General’'s Report? Do
officials who appear before the committee that, because tH@ey even understand some of - thdimentary fundamentals
private sector may be building a hospital or a water filtrationof the report? The answer is ‘No.’
plant and the public sector is not putting in all the capital even An honourable member interjecting:
though it is buying or leasing the service, there is no public The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): Order! | remind
exposure. As members of Parliament we need to recognigbe member for Hart that he and other Opposition members
that no matter how much money the private sector puts intaere heard in relative silence. That will also be the case for
a project, if the Government enters into a contract for privatéhe member for Unley.
delivery of a core Government function there is always risk Mr BRINDAL: The member for Hart quite rudely and
involved. No matter how much one might want the Govern-wrongly asked for a bit of substance. | will give him a bit of
ment of South Australia to look like a private business, thesubstance. When debating the Auditor-General’s Report the
Government can never become a business, because it has omember for Taylor at least tried to draw her remarks around
overriding responsibility which is all encompassing andthe report. Unlike the member for Elizabeth, she did not make
which no private operation mirrors; that is, its responsibilityscurrilous attacks on the Minister for Health. She did not
to provide core services to all South Australians now and irsuggest that the Minister for Health is incompetent for some
the future. sort of spurious reasons, the logic of which was lost on most
The Auditor-General says of this that blind acceptance ofnembers on this side. The member for Taylor asked whether
risk amounts to misfeasance in public office or negligencewe measured the true cost to the people of South Australia in
This year private sector funding of infrastructure projects willterms of risk management, which the Auditor-General raises
total approximately $150 million. Private sector involvementin his report.
may make the balance sheet look good, but we have to ask The Auditor-General is responsible to this place as a
the question: what is the true cost to the people of Southublic officer of the Parliament. He is, quite rightly, a
Australia? The Auditor-General highlighted the monetarywatchdog and a voice of caution and responsibility in the
aspects of the Government'’s course of action with regard teconomic affairs of this State, and he rightly comments in his
the private building of the Mount Gambier Hospital and thereport on those issues which the Executive Government
Port Augusta Hospital. But what is the cost to a communityshould bear in mind when making its decisions. The member
whose level of services is degraded when a private operatfor Taylor asked whether we measured the true cost to the
folds and the Government is left with the liability? people of South Australia of some of the ways in which we
The Auditor-General also raises as a matter of importancare now forced to operate. | would say that we have, and so
the issue of the contracting out of Government services. Heave the people of South Australia, because all the—
raises in particular the issue of Crown immunity. Legal Mr Foley interjecting:
guestions, audit says, raise in turn issues of financial risks and Mr BRINDAL: No, the Auditor-General is not wrong.
liabilities. He draws these risks to the attention of ParliamentThe Auditor-General is making comments of which the
Yet, earlier this evening when | asked the Minister forGovernment should be aware. But, as the member for
Employment, Training and Further Education whether he saWhyalla as a previous Minister well knows, the responsibility
any relevance in the Auditor-General's comments on thef this Parliament and of Executive Government is to the
contracting out of operations in his own department, hgoeople of South Australia and to the good governance of the
merely said that his department’s contracting out operationgeople. And the economy of this State is not the be all and
were not as extensive as in other departments; and, anywagnd all. The be all and end all of this State is the people of
the Auditor-General did not make specific reference tdSouth Australia, and the Auditor-General—
breaches in that area by DETAFE. Mr Foley interjecting:
That is just not good enough. This is exactly the attitude Mr BRINDAL: The member for Hart asks me to say
which the Auditor-General warns against. As responsiblesomething about the report. Why is it that | must say
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something about the report when | have heard nothing abo@iindamental part of the system. But, like the member for Hart

the report from the people opposite? We have heard not orand like all his Ministers before him, the Auditor-General

word of sense about the report from members oppositeloes not have a claim to infallibility, unlike—

Members on this side know what the true cost is, and the true Mr Foley: Are you saying he’s wrong?

cost is about $7 billion, which the irresponsibility, the = The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart

arrogance and the complete indifference of the previous out of order.

Government cost South Australia. That is the cost. Mr BRINDAL: | am not saying he is wrong. However,
If we had the money, perhaps the Minister would haveunlike the Ministers who sat on these benches in the last

built the hospitals in Port Augusta and Mount Gambier ouiGovernment, | know well enough of the Auditor-General to

of public funds. But the fact is that the former Governmentknow that he would not claim infallibility. That is a profound

left a $7 billion hole that we have to fill in. Members opposite difference—

can bluster and say what they like, but one thing that the Mr Foley interjecting:

people of South Australia understand is that the Labor Party The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! | warn the member for

in this State mucked up, and it did so because of arroganceiart.

because of indifference and because it basically did not care. Mr BRINDAL: | challenge anyone in this House to

It did not even care to the point— produce a transcript where the Premier said he is wrong.
Ms White interjecting: Mr Foley: He said it today.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mr BRINDAL: The Premier may well have disagreed
Taylor is out of order. with some of the conclusions reached by the Auditor-General,

Mr BRINDAL: The member for Taylor is more than out but I do not think that it is fair to misrepresent the Premier by
of order, because if she likes to leave this Chamber and chegutting him in a conflict situation with the Auditor-General
with her colleagues she will find that they did not even carehat does not exist. It is typical of this Government to build
that their whole backbench was worried. They did not consultip an intellectual disagreement. It is the Premier’s right to
them, did not talk to them and completely ignored them. Ifsay, ‘Look, | accept that the Auditor-General said this, but
the member for Taylor doubts that, | suggest that she go othis is what my Government will do.” The Auditor-General
and talk with some honourable people on that side, and thekgas not elected to govern South Australia: the Premier was.
are many who were here at that time, and they will inform hefThe Auditor-General has a right to comment and he has
that | am telling the exact truth. We will not make the samecommented. The Premier, while he is Premier, has a perfect
mistake. The Auditor-General is quite right to preach cautionyight—
because as a Government we are forced— Mr Foley: Can we read something into that?

Mr Foley interjecting: Mr BRINDAL: No, you can't read anything into that

Mr BRINDAL: | think I will suggest to the Premier that because the Premier—
he try to entice the member for Hart away from his comfort-  Members interjecting:
able seat on the green leather benches and put him back Mr BRINDAL: The Premier is not elected by me. |
where he belongs as an adviser to princes. He mucked up @@mind the member for Hart that the Premier was elected
that side: perhaps on this side he will do better, becausgverwhelmingly by the people of this State. So long as the
obviously he can read the mind of the Premier. If he knew theremier remains the Premier—and | can assure the member
mind of our Premier so well, why did he muck up so muchfor Hart—

as an adviser to Ministers on his side of the House? Mr Foley interjecting:
Mr Foley interjecting: Mr BRINDAL: No, it will for a very long time. We will
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member for Hart continue to govern in the best interests of this State.

is out of order. The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The honourable

Mr BRINDAL: As | said, the Auditor-General has a member's time has expired. | remind the member for Hart
perfect right to comment on prudential management and othat he was heard in relative silence and that | expect the
his responsibilities as an auditor watching the finances of thisame type of behaviour. The honourable member has been
State. The Executive Government has and will exercise th@arned once.
responsibility of listening carefully to what the Auditor-

General says. But it must then govern in the best interests and Mr CLARKE (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Itis
welfare of the people of South Australia. That does not meanlways a pleasure to follow the member for Unley in a
a necessary blind adherence to every word that the Auditoparliamentary debate, because one can then try to put some
General utters. It means looking carefully at what he says ansense and perspective around his comments. | am particularly
taking it on board. interested, as | am sure the member for Coles has noted, in

The member for Hart would do well to listen. It means anthe honourable member’s comments concerning the Premier’'s
Executive Government listening to what the Auditor-Generafuture. | look forward to seeing what happens to the member
says, taking it on board and then acting in the best interesfsr Unley.
of the people of South Australia. If the Auditor-General were | want to do what no other Government member has done
the font of all knowledge and if the Auditor-General werein the contribution to the debate so far, that is, refer to the
absolutely and by definition correct on every single point, weAuditor-General’'s Report. The member for Peake spoke half-
would not need this Parliament, we would not need thecocked about the history of State Bank, SGIC and various
Executive Government or any Minister; we could leave it toother matters when, of course, we are dealing with the
the all-seeing eye of the Auditor-General to run SouthAuditor-General’'s Report and his comments concerning the
Australia. financial affairs of this State. Similarly, the member for

Mr Foley: Are you saying he’s wrong? Unley did not comment at all with respect to the Auditor-

Mr BRINDAL: |am saying that the Auditor-General, for General other than to say that the Auditor-General can make
the member for Hart's benefit, is a very important andcomments and that the Premier was not bagging the Auditor-
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General’s public statements when, in fact, everyone in anBank issue seven days a week for many months, and for
outside this Chamber knows that the Premier dumped on thmany hours of every one of those seven days, yet apparently
Auditor-General from a great height. he could not understand the mass of material that was put
Those in this Chamber who watched the Premier'sbefore him by the Deputy Premier. That is absolute rubbish.
reaction in Question Time today with respect to certain | would not mind if the Ministers were honest and said
guestions that were directed to him by the Opposition on théhat the Auditor-General has made criticisms of their
Auditor-General's Report would have noted the howls ofstewardship and the State’s financial affairs, that there is
outrage both from the Premier and the Deputy Premievalidity in those points and that they are going to deal with
because of the headlines in tAevertiserthis morning. | it, but there has been none of that. They have just totally
know that this Government usually gets very good front pagelumped on the Auditor-General. Last year, the Auditor-
coverage from thAdvertiser Obviously, something slipped General made a very sound point, which was picked up by the
up last night. Perhaps Rex was on leave and the Premier a@pposition and the media, concerning the responsibility for
the Treasurer could not get hold of him to arrange what th&overnments to be accountable to Parliament for their
front page headlines would be this morning. There was realctions. The Auditor-General referred particularly to the need
hurt in the eyes of the Premier and the Deputy Premier thdbr oversighting by Parliament of the outsourcing contracts,
the Advertiseractually had a bad headline for them. | mustwhich involve millions and, in the case of water, billions of
admit that |, too, was very surprised when | read thedollars. The people of South Australia have been locked into
Advertiserthis morning, because it did not seem to live up tocontractual arrangements for a minimum of 15 years in that
the Advertiser'susual reputation with respect to political case.
coverage in this State. However, with respect to the treatment In response to the Auditor-General's report on that matter,
of the Auditor-General's Report, this Government neveiwe have had more secrecy from the Government. The
accepts responsibility for anything that goes wrong: it isOpposition and the public cannot even find out the results of
always someone else’s problem. the polling that was commissioned by Cabinet with respect
In his report last year, the Auditor-General was quiteto whether or not the public of South Australia approved of
trenchantin his criticism of the Treasurer and the conduct ofhe privatisation of their water supply. That was deemed to
his portfolio and, also on this occasion, in his criticism of thebe a Cabinet document and, therefore, exempt from FOI
Government, the Auditor-General is dealing with their termapplication. Of course, that will have to be resolved else-
in Government, the decisions that this Government has takamhere.
during the preceding 12 months and how those decisions have The important point | want to make is that, rather than
impacted on the finances of this State, whether or not thosespond to the Auditor-General's call for greater transparency
decisions prove to the benefit of South Australia. and greater accountability with respect to such issues as
The Auditor-General was not doing a snapshot of the Stateutsourcing and contracts and the importance they have for
Bank or the last 10 years: he was doing a financial report osvery citizen of this State, this Government has got more and
the financial stewardship of this State for the last 12 monthsnore secretive with respect to the handling of public affairs.
His criticisms are directed at the decisions of thisAgain, when private financing of public projects has been
Government—not about the State Bank, the debt and all thigund to be more expensive than if public funding had been
rest. That is history, they are facts, they are known, and theysed, do we find the Government getting up and being strong
are repeate@d nauseanby the Premier and the Deputy enough to say, ‘Yes, we were wrong on that issue’? No: they
Premier. The Auditor-General has commented this year, dsag the Auditor-General again. Clearly, those hospitals could
he did last year, on this Government's stewardship. That ihave been built by public financing through extra borrowings.
what he directed his attention to, and the Deputy Premier and was going to cost South Australia $6 million more from
Premier cannot escape from that fundamental point—that hgorrowing the money through the private sector. We still have
was looking at this Government's decisions and its accountae pay for it, but we now have to pay $6 million more for the
bility, and they have to accept that responsibility. privilege because we went through the private sector rather
They cannot continue to do what the Premier has donghan raising the moneys through the public sector. But no, we
since yesterday, namely, handball the problem. Yesterday, titi not find any Minister getting up and saying, ‘We thought
Premier played pass the parcel with any issue related towas a good idea at the time, but we were wrong.
health, the cost overruns in that area and a whole variety of One thing Australians and South Australians in particular
other issues. As soon as it looked tough, as soon as lgd not mind is if their politicians get up and admit they are
realised that a little bit of odium surrounded an issue, just likayrong from time to time. They do recognise that we are
aformer President of the United States, the teflon Presideniuman beings, that we are fallible and that we do make
Ronald Reagan, the Premier wanted to handball it or pass thgistakes. They hope that we take notice of the lessons of
parcel to a hapless Minister to handle. | grew out of playinchistory, that we act diligently and honestly and that we try to
pass the parcel at age five, and | know that my daughter hagy that, knowing all the circumstances, this is the best
grown out of playing pass the parcel, but this Premier has n@utcome or the best decision we could make. If it turns foul,
done so and he will not accept responsibility. people do not mind our getting up and saying, ‘We were
As soon as someone in a position like that of the Auditorswrong about it; we are sorry, but we will learn from it.” No
General, who as | said directed his comments at this Goverisouth Australian will be critical of a Government that accepts
ment's actions and decisions, decisions for which thehat it is not infallible.
Government must be accountable, the Premier insults him
publicly by saying that it is oversimplification and that the  The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Treasurer): | was hoping that,
Auditor-General does not understand the true pictureat the end of this time that the Opposition had to scrutinise
Yesterday in answer to a question, the Deputy Premier saithe Auditor-General’s Report, | would congratulate it for its
that the Auditor-General had a mass of material that he couldiligence, but unfortunately | cannot go even one step along
not understand. The Auditor-General worked on the Statéhat track, because | would be telling an untruth to the House.
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Everybody knows that | do not do those sorts of things. | The Hon. S.J. BAKER: The Auditor-General should
would like to reflect on the contributions made and thereflect on these issues and should bring those issues to our
guestions asked here today. | said to the Opposition and #@ttention. The Auditor-General has made some very—
was graciously received by the Deputy Leader—although he Mr Clarke: Is he thick headed?
wanted a little more, which | can understand—that we would The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | suggest to the Deputy Leader
try an experiment to allow time for scrutiny of the Auditor- of the Opposition that | was quiet during his contribution.
General’'s Report. Starting with the Leader of the Opposition Mr Clarke: You were not here.
and the member for Hart in the saddle, what we heard here The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | was here for part of it—
today was that they wanted a strident criticism of the The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Bass): The Deputy
Government—nothing to do with the Auditor-General. ThatLeader of the Opposition is out of order.
was not what this session was designed for: this session was The Hon. S.J. BAKER: While | was working | did tune
designed for asking questions; the next session of the debateo it and | really concentrated to see whether | could get
was for them to draw the conclusions. It was a waste of timeanything out of it. Of course, the answer was no. The
People are complaining about not having enough time té\uditor-General raised some very serious issues about
read the Auditor-General’s Report. | went through the wholegovernance and governance in a far more competitive
damn thing last night, for goodness sake. If you with all yourmarketplace. He raised the issue of competition and the extent
time on your hands—because you do not do anything else-te which it will impose restraints and restrictions on this State
do not have enough wit or will to apply yourselves to theand for which we have no power of control. They are
Auditor-General's Report you should not be in theimportantissues.
Parliament. | thought we would be generous for 2% hours and On the issue of liability, the Auditor-General has said that
allow everybody the opportunity to question the Auditor-we do not want the mistakes of the past. We do not want
General's Report, and | say it has been a failure. We will3.5 billion out of State Bank and SGIC. An enormous effort
have to revisit this and see whether we can get Oppositiowas spent looking at those liabilities. | hope that we get it
members tuned up to do the job they are supposed to do, anidht: we have put a lot of effort into it. | do not say that on
if they need some help perhaps they can come over here fall occasions we will, but we have made every effort to do so.
some advice. In relation to the outsourcing activities, there are com-
In terms of some of the conclusions drawn in the Auditor-ments in the report. There are savings from the EDS contract,
General's Report, if | believe | have to contest with thethere are efficiencies from the water contract. None of those
Opposition or particular individuals about particular issuesare denied in the Auditor-General’s Report. He has said,
| have always quite openly contested on those issues. If tHBuring these processes you must ensure that you get it right.
dividends on the entities that have been sold over the past fis#e are putting an enormous amount of effort into getting it
years add up to $3.17 billion, | could hardly draw theright. We might not get it 100 per cent right but we will get
conclusion that the asset sales have been a failure. In factfdirly close.
could say they have been a wonderful success. Members of In terms of the gratuitous comments about what happens
the Opposition have been carping about these asset sales, iliten interest rates change, | have said that if we had the
their Leader said in the House, ‘We approve of them.” We gosituation where all these organisations performed at peak
a fantastic price for them. Everyone has said that we got eapacity—which they have never done, not in the past 30 or
fantastic price. Every financial commentator has said that wd0 or 50 years have they all come together and given the
got a good price for them. Yet they are saying, ‘Perhaps weividends that the Auditor-General suggests will be for-
did not do it properly.’ gone—how long do members think that they would be
Mr Clarke interjecting: sustained in the marketplace? How long do you think they
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Just hold on a second: you would be sustained in the marketplace when you have an
cannot have it both ways. You agreed on the process. Waternational economy? We are bit players when it comes to
needed it to restructure our finances after you had blown thithe finance areas—banking and insurance companies. Unless
State apart and bankrupted it. You know that we got googou have that critical mass you cannot compete in that
prices for everything. All the financial commentators havemarketplace. Someone is suggesting that we should have held
said that we did a fantastic job in that area. Yet membersnto them to obtain the dividends. Can | say that we would
opposite are suddenly saying, ‘We could have had all thesee heading for another disaster.
dividends. If these enterprises had not failed, if we had not As interest rates go up, the risk goes up and the profit goes
lost another $3.1 billion in the process, we would have hadlown. We saw a few fake profits during the 1980s right
dividends of $110 million, when we never had dividends ofthrough the corporate sector. Most of them were built on
$110 million.” If 1 cannot debate those issues, there iscapital gains, not on productive activity. Risks go up, the
something wrong with this Parliament. actual profit margins are squeezed, the profit is at risk, and
In relation to the Mount Gambier and Port Augustathe whole element of risk in terms of future viability is put
hospitals, when will members of the Opposition get it throughunder test. That is why we had the State Bank and SGIC—not
their thick heads that the Mount Gambier and Port Augustanly because of the marketplace where many corporate
hospitals were not on the list of priorities. To give the peopleventures failed but also because we had a Government that
a decent deal, which had been rejected by the former Labalid not care. | can tell members that we did care about that
Government despite many promises to win elections, the onlgrocess.
way we could get the projects up the priority list was through  The Leader of the Opposition talked about best practice.
priority funding through the private sector. One criterion was would like to refer back to when he was a Minister in the
that the recurrent cost of that exercise had to offset théormer Government and what he did to this State. | know he
increased cost of the building. We have had those figuresas not the total architect of the disaster, but goodness
done, so everyone gets to win out of the process. gracious me, as a former mentor and chief adviser of the
Mr Foley interjecting: Premier of the day, he really did make a big contribution to
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the disasters we have had to fix up. Today, | have just listegractice, we have the most transparent budget in Australia,
three or four, and we still have legals coming out of thatand that has been admitted by every member of the national
system with which we are having to grapple. The member fopress who came to this town. The transparency is the best of
Hart would know about some of those that we are still havinghat anywhere in this country.

to sort out. The liabilities continue simply because of the bad  If members want transparency, they should look at what

practice of the former Government. In regard to best practicaye have done with the budget process. If members want
members of the Opposition should not preach to thigransparency, they should look at how much detail relates to
Government, because we are doing our damnedest to getcibntracts. We do not say that every contract is commercially

right. | can assure members— confidential, as did the former Government. When the State

Mr Foley interjecting: was going down the tubes, we would not have done what the

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Well, I think it is absolutely former Government did and put out a disclaimer or say, ‘It
appropriate that the Auditor-General bring these things to ous commercially confidential.” We have not done any of that.
attention. | have never denied him that responsibility, and itWe have provided as much information as possible. In terms
is important that we continue to address ourselves to thosef the budget, the Estimates Committees and contracts, this
issues. Without an Auditor-General to keep us up to the markGovernment has done more than any Government before it
without that sort of scrutiny and that sort of intensity, withoutand any other Government in Australia to explain its budget
going back over it and looking at how the business ofposition and its contracts, and to be accountable.
government is operating, we could become just like the The last gratuitous comment from the Deputy Leader of
former Government. | respect the Auditor-General’s right tathe Opposition related to diligence and honesty. | would ask
review every operation of Government. | have, and | alwayshe Deputy Leader to reflect on his contribution to this
will, irrespective of who does the job. | believe itis right that Parliament in that regard, and those of his other colleagues.
he contests. | also have the right to contest if | do not believ€an | say—
that an observation is correct. Mr Foley interjecting:

Everybody has made a few gratuitous statements about The Hon. S.J. BAKER: No; | am simply reflecting on
Ministers. | point out that, with respect to headlines, when thgyhat the former Government did, and perhaps the lessons
Auditor-General came out with his report, the Leader of theearnt from that process might bring it up to the mark. Do not
Opposition said, ‘Bodgie budget; $300 million hole.” Next talk to us about diligence and honesty, given the history of the
day, across thadvertiser we see ‘Asset sales, no net gain.’ Labor Government in this State and federally. | said at the
Two headlines. Did | get one question during this process opeginning that | was not in a position to thank members for
anything in the Auditor-General’'s Report—and | have moretheir contributions. | reflect upon—
responsibility than does any other Minister in this  Mr Clarke interjecting:

Parliament? Did | get one question on the result, on the The Hon. S.J. BAKER: No, there were some very fine

underlying—. o contributions from our side but, since | did not fill in the gaps
Members interjecting: _ on the Opposition side, | will not fill in the gaps on my side.
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Not one question. | simply say that it has been an interesting process, but |
Members interjecting: believe it can be improved. We have Estimates Committees
The ACTING SPEAKER : Order! that operate for two weeks at a time. They tie up an enormous

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Members could have managed amount of effort on behalf of the Government, and | accept
at least one or two qUeStlonS to the Treasurer. They Coulﬂhat no process is perfect_ We have tried to improve the

have at least managed that. process this year; there will be further improvements next
Mr Venning interjecting: _year. Butif | reflected on the performance of the Opposition
The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Custance is this year, | would think we are all wasting our time.

also out of order. Motion carried.

The Hon. S.J. BAKER: | will now wrap up my contribu-
tion. I will jump all the members to the last speaker, because The Hon. S.J. BAKER (Deputy Premier): | move:
I do not think there was much in between that was any better 1 -+ the time for moving the adjournment of the House be
than the first contribution. The Deputy Leader of the Opposiexiended beyond 10 p.m.
tion spent the first few minutes expounding the virtues of the
Advertiser, which was a unique experience for this
Parliament. He talked about pass the parcel. If ever we saw
pass the parcel and lack of responsibility, it was with the ADDRESS IN REPLY
former Government. In this Parliament, every Minister is
responsible for his or her portfolio, and itis right and proper Mr BECKER (Peake): | move:
that the Minister should answer those questions and ot say, That the following Address in Reply to His Excellency’s opening
‘We will put them all up this end.’ Every Minister has a right speech be adopted:
to be questioned, and should be questioned, on their portfolio May it please Your Excellency—
areas. As to the issue of transparency, it is almost like history 1. We, the members of the House of Assembly, express our

; p ; A : anks for the speech with which Your Excellency was pleased to
being recreated and rewritten. It is a bit like saying theopen Parliament.

holocaust never happened. Who is that guy? 2. We assure Your Excellency that we will give our best
Mr Clarke: Irving. attention to the matters placed before us.
The Hon. S.J. BAKER: Yes, that is the one. He wantsto 3. We earnestly join in Your Excellency’s prayers for the divine
re-write history to say that the holocaust never happened.flessing on the proceedings of the session.
am saying that the Opposition wants to re-write history to sayhis will be the greatest 60 minutes this Parliament has ever
that we did not have a disaster on our hands as a result of iteard and recorded. The opening address by the new
management as the former Government. In terms of budg&overnor of South Australia impressed me quite consider-

Motion carried.
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ably, and | was delighted to be given the opportunity tostreamline our Public Service departments to give their departmental
witness his presentation. At the same time, | would also likéreads and assistants more authority and better working conditions.
EJOEL?]CAGUCS’R;E: ge%);?n?éfrﬁgm?ﬁgﬁ ggm:of‘irwﬁifnt?{lot very much happened over that period. | was frustrated,

. Y ' ; ._and | contacted one of my former customers, who was a
admire and respect tremendously. Dame Roma Mitchell is

. L enior public servant. He asked, ‘Well, what's it like being
great South Australian, a wonderful individual and a PErsor, amber of Parliament? | said, 'l just can't believe this. |

of warmth and humanity—a person we really need in this, . : . .
State. | first met Dame Roma Mitchell as the former Presideriév Ib"|ts 2? (I;feﬁé?:n%?/l:_?g tssa(i)dut‘gfotgg EEEI I\(/:vgsvri\llllgittl?vg};g%get

and founder of the Epilepsy Association when she wa . yy : :

. - o wenty-six years later, | am retiring and the Public Service
heading the Human Rights Commission. We were able to dg .. 0 higger and better than ever. It has outlived me, which
and achieve a lot for people not only with various dlsabllmesIS a shame. However, there have been a lot changes and
but, in particular, with a very difficult disability, epilepsy. improvements for the, better. | do not know about their

se\lgnn(]syocfeerr:grtshI;E?:!ﬁ?:)?tlggg\i)envr:/g\xjss(\?vr;segilrjggﬁwrworkmg conditions; | am a little concerned about them. Even
' en | look at the working conditions in this place the staff

Harrison, then Sir Mark Oliphant, Sir Douglas Nicholls, Sirhave to endure, | am not impressed. | would never have

Keith Seaman, Sir Donald Dunstan, then Dame ROrn"f‘t)l(arated them in the bank, and | made sure that we almost

ggfﬁg:}gr:ggfvgtstﬂfﬂfslt\lgagéézof%h;égaitnl ?ﬁg bHEi)tLeSreggrebuilt every branch | worked at because the working condi-
P ons were unsatisfactory.

22 July 1970. That was the occasion of the Address in Reply

on the opening of the Fortieth Parliament. In that speech, | | also went on the record in 1970 to say that the new
said: Government had inherited a surplus of about $3 million in

| consider that | will be a unique member of the Liberal and State Treasury. As someone said, that is typical of Scrooge
Country League team. McHall. My old mate ‘tin shed’ was a pretty miserable

country boy and ran a mean lean Government for those days

saying what | would do and what | hoped | could achieve for2d t0 have a $3 million surplus was no mean feat. At that
the people of South Australia. That was 26 years ago. | haygiage we even had a small su_rplus in the Tramways Trust, as
been employed for some 45 years, and it is fime to retire. Thit was known. It was due credit to those who were Ministers
time comes when you ought to accept and acknowledge thit that Government.

it is time to step aside and give others the opportunity to Today we find, in examining the Treasurer’s and Auditor-
represent the people of your constituency. | said that | woul@eneral’s statements, that when the Brown Government came
not be discriminated against in my endeavours to improve thi office there was a $350 million deficit and something like
lot of my constituents, and the record shows that, from thé&8 billion in debt on which we have to pay the interest and
various suburbs that | represented over that period, in theventually repay. Something like a $4.8 billion black hole
many times the electorate boundaries changed, | did initiatexists in the superannuation fund. | always blamed the
many things to improve the residential environment for thePlayford Government for that because the superannuation of

| then went on with my former employment background,

people of my electorate. the employees of this State has never truly been matched
One of the first issues with which | was concerned waglollar for dollar when it becomes due, namely, on every pay
litter. In my opening speech | said: day when they contribute to superannuation and the employer

Litter in the form of food scraps, paper, broken beer bottles, etc Should meet the contribution with that money going into the
is a constant worry to the councils, which endeavour to protect younguperannuation fund. Back in the Second World War years

children from severe injuries. all State Governments in Australia decided that they would

Of course, the previous Labor Government formed thenot do that but would make up the contribution owed to the

Department for the Environment and we brought in depositsuperannuant when they retired. That is when the false
on drink containers. That almost overnight saw the withdraweconomy came into this country.

al of drink cans and bottles that used to litter our foreshores 4 igiculous situation occurred because, had the Govern-

and the environs of the Torrens River and the Patawalongg,ent met its dollar for dollar obligations—I would have put

After seeing about $7 million spent on cleaning up thepesqyre on the various State Governments to do so—those
Patawalonga, in the 30 odd years that | have lived in that ar perannuation funds would have had huge amounts of
| have never seen It |.°°k better, l.)Ut | cannot say that for th?noney and those funds could have been made available for
Torrens River. The city of Adelaide section of the Torrensg,ie Government development at a very reasonable interest
River is an absolute disgrace. After the rains of the weekendyi “|nstead we and future generations will pay and pay
| was absolutely appalled at the rubbish that has collected Hearly for the mistakes made by those Governments back in

the Torrens River in the middle of our city. : :
L those days. | have no support for the action they took durin
After all this time and after all the money that has beeny, ;¢ time?l PP y g

spent on media publicity and KESAB programs and cam- ) )
paigns, you would think that we would not witness the | said that the Government must learn to balance its
amount of rubbish that flows into the Torrens River in thebudget. Every citizen in this country has to balance his or her
beautiful city in Australia. We ought to be proud of the city N0 right to continually mortgage our State’s future income.
of Adelaide, and we should all work together to ensure thaf hat situation was predicted back in the 1970s and is the
we keep it in pristine condition and look after and protect theSituation in which we find ourselves today. State Government
environment. In my speech, | also said: after State Gpve_rnment—whether in this State or in pther
| find the red tape that a member of Parliament has to go throug§tates or Territories—does not seem to worry about building

in attending constituents’ inquiries very frustrating and timeUp huge debts and mortgaging the future of coming genera-
consuming. | appeal to all Ministers to exert their influence totions.
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I will have worked for nearly 46 years when | retire. Many me or gave me the initiative to become a politician, it was
tens of thousands of people will never have worked in opeisteele Hall.
or competitive employment for part or even a fraction of that | pass on the message to his wife, who will second this
period and that worries me considerably. There is a lack afotion, ‘Thanks very much, mate, for 26 years of purgatory
opportunity for young people to gain and obtain meaningfuin this place! As | said, it was a unique experience, and
employment for the whole of a fair and reasonable workingperhaps some would say | have been a unique politician, but
life of 45 years. Young people and many others have nevewish | had known what | was letting myself in for, because
had the chance and will never get the opportunity to get a jol.could have stayed in the bank and Sir Eric Neal might have
That is an absolute indictment on all of us. That is one of thénad me as one of his employees at one stage. | was once
issues of which | constantly remind my Party. offered a job with the Bank of New South Wales (now

We are not doing enough to create employment or to givdVestpac) and it might have been an entirely different story.
people the opportunity to obtain employment. We have lost Mr Clarke interjecting:
so many skills through the closing of the E&WS Department. Mr BECKER: 1 joined the lot. | was in the Liberal and
Australian National is under threat. You never hear the ternCountry League, although | always believed that it should
‘fitter and turner’ or ‘boilermaker’ as we did when | was have been called the Liberal Party. The Liberal Movement
young because so few people are trained in those trade skilldid not impress me all that much because | knew a divided
That is a terrible shame because now, if we had had all thogmlitical Party was a troubled Party, and | recall what the
skilled tradesmen and had the ability to use them and providBemocratic Labor Party did to the Labor Party in Victoria.
them with the opportunities to assist in the development oT he late Reece Williams, who became a friend of mine and
Asian countries, this State would be truly proud of what it haavho was one of the doyens of the white collar union
done for its citizens. movement, explained to me the problems the DLP caused for

The water contract has been severely criticised and hdge ALP in Victoria.
never been properly sold. The outsourcing of the water |wenton to say in my speech—and it is interesting to note
management in this State is not unusual or new. Those wHbat this was edited by the member for Coles, so | have to dob
have had the opportunity to go on parliamentary study tripgher in for this one, too:
irrespective of the criticism of thadvertiser and to go into Tourism is important to me and to the State. | would like to see
Asia can ask how similar contracts are let by those Goverra modern, progressive air transport system established, linking us

il fi ith the rest of the Commonwealth and overseas countries.
umneungjérhey will find that the process adopted here was n(gonsideration must be given during the life of this Parliament [this

o ) is 1970] to offering the Commonwealth Government land on which
In my opinion, the mistake made was that, when oneo build an international airport outside the metropolitan area.
tender (for the use of a better word) was late, the other tWeyere we are 26 years later, and we cannot even get an

companies should have been given the opportunity to reviewytension of the runway constructed. A few pegs and posts
their bid. Itis a continual bidding process until you reach théhaye been put around the place at the moment, but—
top of the tree or around the figure that each of the contestants \;; clarke interjecting:

considers is fair and reasonable. Whether or not that figure \1. BECKER: The curfew stays, as long as | live down

was reached no-one will ever know, but the other WQuere The Deputy Leader knows that you cannot break the
companies that provided their figures by a certain time should,, ¢\ at Sydney Airport before 6 a.m. We have given

have been advised that the third party was fou_r hours late ang, o the dispensation to bring aircraft in at 5 minutes past
therefore, they had four hours to review their tender docu5, and it has done very well. It is not my fault that the winds

ments. o . blow in different directions and upset Keith Martyn on 5AD:
In future, members will find that with the development pyt if Keith Martyn keeps it up | will switch to 5AA. | would
taking place in Indonesia, Malaysia, South-East Asia angather put up with Bazz and Pilko than listen to him whinge
China the demand for our technology in water managememyery morning about the wind directions at the airport.
will bg quite regl. So, t.here.is .th.e opportunity to export  on a recent trip to Hong Kong | visited the new airport
expertise and, in so domg, insisting on the use of SQU'['Being built there. In all of the 26 years we have argued, we
Australian-made products, including pipes, pumps, machinefyaye seen a slight extension to the runway. We now believe
ano_l all the oyher necessary equipment. The real benefits wilh 5¢ by extending the runway a fully laden jumbo jet can take
be in exporting the hardware as well as the software. | seg However, what difference will one aircraft a week make!
that as the dawning of a new era, but we have to handle thitis 5 hell of a price to pay for a very small amount of
aspect much better than we have in the past, and we have{gssible export. If this project goes ahead, | hope that this
be a little wiser in dealing with those issues. | went on o sayexpenditure can be fully justified. It will be interesting to see
Careful planning and financial management are vital for the newvhat the Auditor-General has to say about that in a few years
Government to continue and, | hope, improve Government servicegime.
successfully maintained and increased by the previous Government. | believe that had we taken the lead 26 years ago, had we
Yes, the Hall Government was a great period for Souttacquired the land north of the city, we could have had an
Australia, and it is fitting that we know that Steele Hall is international airport operating 24 hours a day. But you do not
enjoying his retirement after his term not only in this Houseoperate an international airport 24 hours a day—you do not
but in Federal Parliament as well. He can look back withoperate any airport 24 hours a day. If you go and talk to the
pride on many of the achievements of that period. Itis fair tananagement of the Hong Kong Airport, you have to close the
say that it was Steele Hall's leadership and genuine sinceritgirport for at least two hours a day to clean up all the bits and
and honesty as a politician which led me to join the Liberalpieces that fall off planes on the main runway. | did not
Party while | was President of our South Australian Bankbelieve this, but about 60 people were listening to this
Officials Union. | was impressed with the assistance he gavbriefing session when | was there; they were delegates at the
me on a couple of political matters and, if anyone encourage@ommonwealth conference held in Hong Kong, and we were
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told that it is necessary to close the airport for two hours grobably take them around the back part of Unley some-
day to clean the runway. where.

How efficient are the airline companies that operate inand It is pretty difficult to estimate the exact number of
out of the Asian countries? | have never heard of it at th&pectators who braved the conditions to watch the procession
Adelaide Airport, although we did find that a bolt fell off an of vehicles worth more than $48 million. When you consider
Air New Zealand plane some years ago (of course, everybodyrat 1 780 cars worth $48 million went from Wigley Reserve,
denied it). But here we have the authorities in Hong KongGlenelg, to the National Motor Museum at Birdwood, we
saying itis true: you have to close the airport so that you cagertainly had a lot of history, and it was a unique event. Prior
do your maintenance of the runway. It is unbelievable! Weto the start, the traditional spreading of seaweed across the
would not want that situation to exist here in Adelaide.road and the cutting of the starting line ribbon was undertaken
Anybody who believes that we could do without a curfew atby the Premier (Dean Brown) and the Mayor of Glenelg
Adelaide Airport is just not living with reality. (Brian Nadilo).

Whilst | believe in expanding tourism, | have always | am waiting for the Premier and the Minister for the
believed that if we are genuine in encouraging internationanvironment and Natural Resources to come down and swim
tourism we should link the development of each internationahcross the Patawalonga. | am waiting for the date, because |
hotel with an international airline, as | have said on manyill ask the Glenelg Surf Lifesaving Club boating crew to
occasions. So, when Malaysian Airlines, Singapore Airline%ro\/ide a safety net. By starting at Adelphi Terrace and
or any other new operator commences operations here—arglimming across to the beach landing at the entrance to
quite a lot of overseas airlines from America and NewStanley Street, the Premier and the Minister can then walk
Zealand can fly into Adelaide if they wish—we should around the corner to my home to have a shower and a reviver,
encourage them to have an international standard hotel. If, feg special brew of port | have that will revive them after
example, the Grand Hotel at Glenelg had been tied to agwimming the Patawalonga—because they will need it.
international airline, one could guarantee that the airline in  pmr Clarke: Aren't you going to join them for the swim?
question would do all it could to ensure that the occupancy i BECKER: No way! | would be like the Deputy

of that hotel was at a very high level. It is a shame when yoyemier: | would sink. That is why we would need more than
have international airlines coming into a State such as oUrgne hoat crew there to rescue us. For 69 year-old Roly Forrs
and there is no tie-up with a hotel of international standardyt Thogate, a Bay to Birdwood run official, this year was
Thatis really the crux of tourism. Thatis where | believe 4 qry special occasion. After six unsuccessful attempts, Roly
that this Government and future Governments must do a Igf his wife Helen won the prestigious Concours d’Elegance
more work. It is hard work, it is hard selling, it is hard q5hy 4t the 1995 Bay to Birdwood, which entitled him to
business; but, if we can do that and we encouraggaq the event as it started from Glenelg. This year's
international hotel developers with international airline cgncours d’Elegance trophy was won by Alan Steel, in a
affiliations, | believe we will get some really meaningful 1g-4 Rugby F-Tourer. | wonder why the vehicle of the

tou\f/{fm dgvelﬁ;;\ment. i q . rr]nember for Custance did not rate a better mention.
e in South Australia must encourage and compete wit Mr Venning: | didn’t put it in.

the other States to bring interstate and overseas visitors here. . .
We did that through the Grand Prix and through a whole lot Mr BEC,KER' T.h.e member for L_Jnley will make sure
of other events. | was quite surprised when, over the week1EXt Year. From million dollar machines to penny farthing

end, for the first time in my life | was invited to go to the Bay S%Crllz?’ ;gf/gel?l,sb\zolt/lhcl)rt]c?rfgglttes,;I)Igﬁet:r‘re]amnPZ?gXVEZ:\engllgrf

to Birdwood Run and attend the Birdwood Museum. | hav?ng .
é)re than a quarter of the run entrants came from interstate

never been there, because | have just been too busy and hichi ; h ; ol
concerned with looking after my own electorate. Whilst thed! OVErseas, whichis testimony to the great tourism potentia

bad weather came in, it failed to dampen the enthusiasm %Ct:c')?iﬁvegrt' gfnga?%?ﬁﬁa& 33'?;32;{;};‘??;35 dt?gglzemé?{
entrants in this year's RAA Bay to Birdwood Run. | must gorg ISP PP

commend the RAA for taking up the sponsorship, and | hop&S tlrr]nppc\)rta;ntl.event for:.Ithe er;]]oynjent Sandﬂ?ez\efltt O';. all
that the RAA will always sponsor the Bay to Birdwood Run. ; outh AuUS lra lans, whi ef enhancing - sou I ustra ""\i/ls
That to me, as a member of the RAA, is something quit nternational reput_at.lon or automotive excellence. Mr
worthwhile and most important. ennekam also said:

More than 1 780 cars from South Australia, interstate and The RAAis very committed to the growth of this program. We
overseas took part in what is now the largest historic run ofee itgrowing into a truly international festival of motoring.
its type in the world. | believe that the member for CustanceéMore than 30 events made up this year's expanded motorfest
drove his 1912 Hupmobile. | understand that his navigatoprogram which included chargers, chevs, historic trucks and
his wife, got out at Collinswood because she got too wet, bunotorcycles. One entrant journeyed from Papua New Guinea
| give full credit to the member for Custance. He drove hisand another from Hong Kong. One in four vehicles in the run
vehicle all the way to Birdwood and | believe he thoroughlyrolled into Adelaide from interstate. The ratio of interstate
enjoyed the experience. The car that he drove was built to entrants in the run was slightly up on figures for the last
driven in that weather. You have to take precautions tevent, with the overall number of entrants (1 780) on par with
protect yourself in that weather, and it did not stop him fromlast year. Victorian entrants made up 16 per cent or 284
wearing his particular outfit. And he looked the part. So, fullvehicles. That is amazing.
credit to the member for Custance for taking partinit,and I | never continue to be amazed at the support we get from
hope that next year he will offer the member for Unley theVictoria. | am the first person to kick a Vic. | will do anything
position of navigator. | think that the two of them would to bag the Victorians in any sport or in any thing, but | pay
make a great team. They should take a road map with therthe Victorians full credit. | have never seen so many
because | would not trust the member for Unley’s directionsVictorian cars in South Australia as | did in the past week.
You never know where they might end up. He wouldThey do not come over for a few days: they come over for a
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week or more. The event is worth a lot of money to SouthKing of the Mountains Classic. The under 15 road race was
Australia. It would be interesting to know how much moneywon by newly crowned Australian under 15 road champion,
is injected into the State’s economy as a result of this evenhlick Graham. The women’s event was dominated by
As | said, | pay full credit to the 284 entrants from Victoria. 17 year old junior world champion Rachael Linke, who
Twenty-two entrants travelled from Western Australia.sprinted away from the field to win comfortably from South
The West Australians were always good supporters of th&ustralian Sports Institute scholarship holders Alayna Burns
Grand Prix when it was held in this State. South Australisand Joanne Robinson.
boasted 1 350 entries. There were three penny-farthings and It is important to recognise the role of the South Australian
86 military vehicles in the event. As | said, there were severabports Institute. If there is anything that we have got going
entrants from overseas and we did meet the people fromm South Australia that Victoria has not, it is our Sports
England. There was also a contingent from Japan who saidstitute. If there is anything that we have got going, whether
that they will be here in the future. | hope that theit be in cycling or in any of the other sports, particularly the
Government sees the wisdom of this event and that it will daricket academy, we must hold onto those organisations and
all it and the Parliament can to ensure our continued suppoencourage our young people. As | said in my speech on
in every way possible— 19 July 1970, ‘I feel it is wrong that Australia’s
Mr Venning: I'll lend you one of my cars. Commonwealth Games team has to undertake to finance its
Mr BECKER: |do not think | could afford the insurance representation overseas.” They had to do it themselves in
with the way | drive. We must do all we can to ensure thathose days. | said, ‘South Australia can pave the way in this
this event goes from strength to strength, that it becomesmanner by the Government’s sharing a greater interest in
world renowned event and that we give every encouragemensport, especially financially.’
to ensure that this two week motoring extravaganza con- | went on to suggest that we should establish a new
tinues. It was great to see so many motorcyclists involved. Aministry, a ministry of sport and culture. The word ‘culture’
President of the St John Ambulance Motor Cycle Division itwas a bit frightening for some of my colleagues, but the
was pleasing to see their support and all the old veteran motonessage was there that | wanted to establish a Sports Institute
bikes that used to race not only in this State but in countrylong the lines of those that were being established in those
road trials and so on. It was very well supported. It broughtlays in Eastern Europe, particularly East Germany. We had
back some great memories. As the member for Custance affie location. When | was the shadow Minister for sport, we
those of us who did national service in the 1950s wouldsuggested a location in the country where we could have
know, the old military vehicles such as the stag hounds thaleveloped the first truly international style sports institute.
we were trained in were dangerous machines. In fact, they Full credit must go to the cycling people of South
killed many a young person because, with their petrol fumesiustralia that they were able to hold an event such as that and
it was dangerous to smoke cigarettes anywhere in them. that the young ones are doing so well. The competitors in the
| do not know whether the Deputy Premier undertookmain event had a keen battle on the climb up the Balhannah
national service but, by jingo, they were good days. It wasoad, where sprinting for the coveted King of the Mountains
great to see the army vehicles participating in the event, jugitle took place on every lap. Eventually, Atlanta Olympian
as it was to see Woodside. That is one event that has occurr&dett Aitken won the King of the Mountains title by one
in South Australia in the past few months which is worthy ofpoint. In cycling terms, it was pretty exciting, quite demand-
mention and particular record. As | said, | congratulateing and a brilliant ride for the whole event. Aitken was
everyone involved in it. |1 give full encouragement to unlucky to cramp in the closing stages of the full race and this
everyone involved in the event in the future. allowed State champion Kristin Lewis to win the sprint for
Another event that went unnoticed but which deservedhe line from the former national champion silver medallist,
much more publicity was the Hahndorf King of the Mountain Darrell Beddome, with Aitken in third place.
bike race. Five cycling events were conducted at Hahndorf Police in attendance controlled the main street, and all of
in the Adelaide Hills on Sunday 15 September. | was askethe 8.6 kilometre Hahndorf race circuit was either controlled
to assist the South Australian Cycling Federation to obtaitoy the police or the corner marshals, who were provided by
police approval for partial road closures to conduct this eventhe local Country Fire Service and the South Australian
| am staggered at the mentality of the bureaucracy in thi€ycling Federation. The member for Davenport knows the
State. There were three world junior champions, two Atlantaole of the Country Fire Service and how wonderful and what
Olympians and five current Australian champions in the tom help they are in this type of event. We thank them and give
class field of 118 cyclists competing for the King of the them full credit for volunteering, for giving their time and for
Mountain cycle race. assisting to establish an event that will go from success to
In Europe, there would have been tens of thousands uccess.
people at that event. It would have stopped the State: itwould | am told by the Chief Commissaire of the South
have stopped the country. But here there was nigglingAustralian Cycling Federation (Mr McMahon) that this
nagging, negotiating, and carrying on for over a week to semarshalling provided cyclists with traffic free conditions
whether we could partially close a few roads so we couldhrough the whole road race and also allowed the traffic to
hold this cycle race which went through Hahndorf. Eventualflow safely through the main street of Hahndorf. The
ly, approval was given, and it was a great event. There wa®lationship and cooperation between the South Australian
no charge, and it was accident free. Police Department, St John volunteers, the Hahndorf Country
The start and finish was in the main street of Hahndorfire Service and the South Australian cycling officials was
outside the German Arms Hotel. The race travelled on aexcellent. The marshalling and control of the motor vehicles
8.6 kilometre circuit around Hahndorf. The first event wason the circuit by police was very well handled.
flagged away by the Deputy Premier and Minister for Police There is the opportunity for this event to grow and
(Hon. Stephen Baker). The under 15 and under 17 eventievelop. There is also the opportunity to hold the Australian
were followed by the women'’s event and by the Hahndortitles in this area next year, and | believe that planning is
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under way. Again, this is another indication of the type ofin history as a legend who created many of the soccer players
major event that we are attracting, and will continue to attractywho made the competition possible and who strengthened it.
to South Australia through the hard work of many people, nott is wonderful to see these young people being invited to
only those employed by the Government but also people whplay in Europe and England and being offered huge contracts
are keen to see South Australia succeed, those who wattt play for selected top clubs. We do not want to lose them:
South Australia to develop, and those who want to dove cannot afford to keep them. It would be selfish to say,
something for their beloved State and their city. They will do*You cannot go.’ That experience will eventually come back
it if we give them a little encouragement, help and a step upo this country and this State and will ensure and enhance the
on the way to achieving something of excellence for Soutlyrowth of soccer which is a truly international game which
Australia. speaks all languages and covers all governments and all

It is significant to note that in this year in my electoratelocations in the globe. | hope that everyone will support the
and the adjoining electorate some $28 million is being spergfforts now being made and will support the redevelopment
on sporting facilities. Some $8.2 million is to be spent onof the Hindmarsh stadium to ensure that we have the
upgrading the Hindmarsh stadium in my electorate, so we cappportunity in the year 2000 to see some of the best soccer
bid—hopefully successfully—to have some of the prelimi-in the world played here in Adelaide. They will be given a
nary soccer games for the Sydney 2000 Olympics playedreat welcome and will be well looked after in Australia’s
here. most beautiful city—Adelaide.

The Hindmarsh soccer stadium offers the best pitch in In 1970 | said that | believed that cultural activities and
Australia, believe it or not, and it is highly recognised other fields should receive encouragement and especially
throughout Australia. My colleague the member for Coles idinancial aid from the Government. That did happen. In 1970
the ambassador for soccer. It is bad luck that Adelaide City said:

did not win this year; | am pleased they won tonight, butitis  adelaide has the Festival of Arts every two years and as a State
a pity they did not win the championship in her first year; thatwe must do more to promote that Festival. At last, thanks to the
would have been better. However, the commissioner fopteele Hall Government, we are now well on the way to providing
soccer has decided that we will have the best soccer facilitie& World-class festival hall.

Having had the opportunity to see similar facilities in Europe,The decision to select the site for Festival Theatre was made
| see no reason why we cannot do that. Again we should bat the very first dinner which | organised for the Hanson State
proud of what is being achieved by a band of very keerElectorate Committee of the Liberal and Country League. |
people who work in a voluntary capacity and who support &am telling stories out of school (as | always do). | organised
very small staff to provide the best and the most competitivé dinner for about 150 to 160 people—which had never been
soccer in Australia. done before at the Glenelg North branch of the Liberal

We have Adelaide City in the National Soccer LeagueParty—and some of the little old ladies said, ‘$3.50 for a
and its record is so great that we are the envy of other Statedinner is a lot of money.

Then we have the West Adelaide Soccer Club for which we However, we organised the dinner and the guest speaker
are doing all we can to ensure that it can be consolidated onas the Premier of South Australia, Steele Hall. As he walked
one site and provide a very strong alternative team, as theg with his young secretary he said, ‘Where do you think it
have been in the past. should go—on the banks of the Torrens River or up on the

We have seen the development of Australian footbalhill?’ | did not have a clue. As President of the SEC, | could
nationally. We have seen what the Victorians have done withot let him know that I did not know what he was talking
Australian football and how they have broken up and mergedbout. He said, ‘Where do you think it should go—the banks
their clubs, and sent some of their clubs into other States. L@f the Torrens River or on the hill?’ | said, ‘On the banks of
us not be too confident about what that lot is doing, becausidae Torrens is the only place.” He said, ‘Tonight, ladies and
all they have done is raise millions of dollars to get them-gentlemen, | wish to announce that we will build a Festival
selves out of a financial mess. They have been able to sell oftheatre; it will be on the banks of the Torrens River.” Thanks
some of their teams to Sydney and Brisbane and create oth8teele. That is why | always called it the tin shed memorial
teams in Western Australia, and on each occasion thkall—the Festival Theatre. That is how it was done, that is
Australian Football League has received several milliorhow we got it, and | think that it is one of the State’s greatest
dollars. The amount of money that they have pulled out ofssets.
each State to establish the National Football League is The Festival Theatre and the complex have provided
unbelievable. brilliant entertainment for the people of South Australia and

It was wonderful to see the Sydney Swans take on thenany opportunities for South Australians to perform and
North Melbourne club at the Melbourne Cricket Ground lastdevelop their talents which is something of which we can be
Saturday. | do not think the best team won: | think the Sydneyery proud. Due credit must also be given to the Dunstan
Swans were the real battlers and played well for thre€sovernment. Dunstan ensured that the arts were given the
guarters of the game, but again that experience shows tlseipport that they deserved. | know that he now gets anxious
Victorians’ competitiveness, the manner in which they treatis he turns 70 years of age that he might see some of the
the rest of Australia with contempt, what they are preparethings that he did being undone. We did not agree with
to do and how they go about achieving something for theieverything he did, but that is one area that he did and did
State. Itis full credit to the Victorians in one respect, becauswell.
they are so determined that their city and their State will Itis great to be able to reminisce on what you said in this
achieve and will provide the encouragement, developmerglace 26 years ago. | said, ‘l am concerned that the windows
and growth that they look for. in our schools have not been cleaned since this maintenance

Through soccer we have the opportunity to do the sameavas cancelled by the previous Labor Government'—in 1967,
Two great national teams, many young players with brilliant believe. Then there was concern about the maintenance of
skills. Zoran Matic, the coach of Adelaide City, will go down our schools and | suggested that we should have janitors at
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all our major schools. Certainly, perhaps one janitor couldhe finances of the State. That is one problem and one hurdle
look after several smaller schools. It has always been we must overcome, but there are many other opportunities
concern to me that we have millions of dollars invested inand many other ways in which we should be going about
property in our schools, with millions of dollars worth of developing South Australia.

equipment in our schools, yet there is nobody living on site. | believe that the Government has those policies and has
I do not know of any private enterprise or organisation thateveloped them, and we should be fully encouraging the
would allow a factory, a warehouse or any premises withGovernment in its drive to bring new technology to South
such capital investment left unattended for such long period#\ustralia and new job opportunities. One only has to look at

We should do two things. We should ensure that théVestpac and what it has done in my electorate in taking over
schools are used as much as possible, to the fullest extent, atte old John Martin building. There are now almost 800
in some suburbs they are. | would like to see a greater use pkople working in the back office of Westpac with modern
our schools, and certainly greater protection of their propertycomputer technology. More companies are coming to South
We would create quite a few jobs with people living on site,Australia, providing several hundred jobs but, unfortunately,
looking after our schools. Even when you consider thet will take about 12 or 18 months. These new jobs must be
premiums that we have to pay to cover the damage createxleated; they must be established to provide for the school
by fire and vandalism to our schools, | believe we would stillleavers. We will always have school leavers and | believe it
end up well in front. | believe that people living on the is our responsibility to ensure that, when the young people of
properties, patrolling and attending our schools, would sav8outh Australia leave school, those who wish to take up
money. employment at that stage have employment opportunities

I do not think we would experience the level of vandalismavailable to them. At the same time we should be encourag-
that we have had over the years. It is a shame when you ségy employers to provide the employment opportunities and
schools and classrooms burnt down. Itis not only the damagee should assist the employers to give these young people a
to the building itself; it is the impact it has on the students fair go.

You see the students looking at the school the next day in In conclusion, | thank the Liberal Party for putting up with
dismay thinking of the work that they have put into their me. God only knows how it did. | have never had any reports
books, including their writings, drawings and their studies inback from it. As | said, | was a unique member of Parliament:
general which has all been destroyed overnight, and it breaksvas not going to make it easy for anyone to beat me and |
their heart. Nobody really can tell the impact and assess theas not going to make it easy for anyone to keep me, because
damage it does to the children and those young minds whdrbelieved that it was important to represent the people of my
they see that sort of damage. electorate and, on many occasions, | got into real trouble

We have never done very much in relation to replacingepresenting them. It did not bother me because, if | was
temporary buildings in our schools. | think that has been aepresenting a street and the people in that street believed in
short-sighted attitude of previous Governments where wehat they wanted and what | was doing for them, then | did
should have been looking closer at replacing all thes@ot care about the rest of the country; it was what those
temporary buildings with modern constructions. | do not refeipeople wanted. | wanted to ensure that they got a fair go and
just to building in bricks, but there is reinforced concrete anch fair hearing, and | made sure of that.
different methods of building these types of premises. When My second greatest wish was always to ensure greater
| have been overseas and looked at schools there, | have raitcountability of Government and, through the Public
seen schools with temporary buildings 50 to 60 years old ilccounts Committee, we have achieved that. | believe that
schoolyards. Governments are far more accountable today than they have

The joke down at Underdale High School when | firstever been. | believe that public servants are aware of that
went down there was, ‘If we do not get rid of these temporanaccountability, and | believe that there is a vast improvement
buildings which have been there ever since the school was the accountability of Government in many respects.
built, almost 30 years ago, the National Trust will come along | do, however, have one criticism of the Auditor-General.
and put a heritage listing on the premises.’ Thank goodneddany years ago the Auditor-General would publish a list of
the Premier had the opportunity recently to see that buildingpst and/or stolen property but that was deleted some years
demolished and removed, and open the multipurpose hall, s@o because questions were asked in Parliament. That was the
essential for a modern suburban high school. | could noénd of the story. It is not my fault that the police lost three
believe it. Previous Labor Government members ofpushbikes one night at Police Headquarters—no-one knows
Parliament never supported or encouraged the building of Bow they disappeared. It was not a matter of knowing: it was
multipurpose hall for a high school, nor for any of the a matter of knowing that there was a stocktake of the
schools. Our schools have suffered neglect, and the teachef3bvernment’s assets. We have the major and the minor assets
union is quite correct in campaigning as hard as it can foand then we have the equipment. Every company has a list
better working facilities and better conditions in our schoolsof assets and liabilities, but more so assets, and they keep a
It was my great pleasure to tell them the other day when theyery tight watch on stock. With such portable stock as we
came to see me that | thought they were quite weak, thathave today in Government offices right throughout the State,
would not have put up with these sorts of conditions. In outbe they computers, mobile telephones, motor vehicles,
union we never hesitated to fight for the benefits of outrailers, or whatever, | think we are entitled to know just how
employees. much goes missing every year.

As | said, | reminded everyone that our State motto is faith | was also insistent some years ago to know how much
and courage and that we should not think about it but aagravel was being stolen from the side of the road. No-one
upon it. That is the challenge that faces the Brown Governbelieved anyone could ask a question such as that. | have a
ment and everyone in this House. We should have faith andecord of asking more than 4 500 questions in this House in
courage as far as the future growth and development of Souft6 years. | was informed that the roadside rubble dumps in
Australia is concerned. We should not get bogged down osome areas would disappear, and it was found, through



Wednesday 2 October 1996 HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 71

guestioning, that a certain percentage was allowed for thegkill in the hierarchy of public leadership. The address is an
disappearance of roadside rubble dumps. optimistic document, as it should be. It confirms the success

It was further found that a contractor who was contracteaf the Government'’s programs in facing the issues that the
to deliver 1 000 tonnes of rubble in preparation for buildingLabor Party ignored for years. It sums up the Government’s
a new road was picking it up from one end of the dump andletermined action to rescue the State from years of Labor's
carting it to the other end. So the dump was growing, but théinancial disintegration. Points 6 and 7, under the heading
top end was disappearing. While it might sound silly andState Finances’, tell the story. Point 6 states:

while it might look StUpiO,' inHansardthat somebOdy QSked In delivering its three budgets my Government has moved from
a question about roadside rubble dumps in the Highways $350 million underlying State budget deficit to a position where
Department, we did get the person who was pinching thever the next year and with further careful management and a
gravel. continuing commitment to debt and deficit reduction, we can forecast
It was the same with the telephone system and with manfy 62 and sustainable State surplus.

of the other approximately 4 500 questions | asked. Theyoint 7 States:

have all contributed to the accountability of G°Vemm‘?”t and Our State finances are on track. The 1995-96 underlying deficit
to better Government. We have saved tens of millions ofy the non-commercial sector is $101 million. This is $5 million less
dollars. If that has been able to help the Government sauban forecast at budget time. My Government is ahead of its debt

some money towards the cost of running Parliament, | haV@%utChtiOR taf%‘f\}ls- Asset Sa|te_|§ p'f‘)'éa signifitcat?l_t fﬁ'%i_n t'\f}lis Strzaltggz
; o and the Asset Management Task Force, established in Marc ,
achieved something in the 26 yeérs | have been here. . _is continuing its comprehensive program of divesting non-core
I congratulate you, Mr Speaker; you are one of about ningpjic sector assets to reduce State debt. The asset sales program has
Speakers under whom | have served during my term in thisiready achieved a total of $1.75 billion in sale proceeds, dramatical-

House. Earlier today, | was looking through the list and | sawy exceeding the Government's original targets.

that, when | first came in here, Reg Hurst was the firsj; js significant indeed that the heading *‘State finances and
Speaker, followed by Paddy Ryan, Ted Connelly and Gikconomic development is followed by ‘Employment’.
Langley. Then we had the Speaker of the first '—'beralLogically the way in which our finances are managed
Government, Bruce Eastick. He was probably the toughesfang|ates into the jobs our community can provide. These
but fairest Speaker we have ever had. Then t‘here was Teryhs are overwhelmingly the main objectives of this Govern-
McRae. I looked at T.M. McRae and | thought, ‘Everybody’S ment, However, rapid change challenges the way we work
forgotten about dear old Terry.” He was one of those reallyynq the way we prepare for the global community created by
true gentlemen of the Parliament, being very fair. Then wge technological revolution. Who would have thought, for
had John Trainer. Epough said. Then came Norm Petersopstance—and in fact few did—that the change required to
who was a real man’s man and a good bloke. That is the beghate computer programming to handle the new millennium
way | can describe Norm. of the year 2000 would cost the world billions of dollars?

On you, Mr Speaker, | cannot reflect, and | would not, | now refer to two contrasting illustrations that reflect this

because the Speaker has been here for as long as | haveﬁ% e . .
. nge. The first is anecdotal but a practical reflection of the
has worked very hard, and | just do not know how anybod b dilemma. Recently an acquaintance of mine talked to a

has ever undertaken his workload, covering his district an ardware retailer about the effects of import on Australian

being held in such high regard right through the Mid North, - ! :
- mployment. He instanced a sack truck selling retail for
the Upper North and the West Coast. Thatis one hell of a IOa?49.50. It lands on his shop floor for an all up cost of $20. If

of the State. Itis nearly 90 per cent of the State. Mr Speake ) X .
you are better known than most Ministers and most peopl%Ve tally the components of its manufacture, that is, pneumatic

? . res, bearings and metal, the base materials in Australia are
:cﬂlmlrsegiﬁge)’/gscal:ssengﬁ ec royr?aztt;]gltj Wg\f:ﬁ;:?:é ﬁ;&:&eéllqt frobably a greater expense than the landed manufactured
diligently for your electorate, as | have endeavoured to do i Oi}inlhl)sf I:ojuritugt? em'cteorﬂrt?f‘;dﬁﬁ)rr?gnfﬁféﬁ?aﬂﬁfélyag&e
my electorate. It has been a great pleasure to serve the peos%

of South Australia.

eminds us that Australia has to be extremely vigilant in
The SPEAKER: Order! Unfortunately, the honourable international negotiations that affect our industries and their
member’s time has expired.

markets.
Particularly vulnerable in this new age is our car indus-

Mrs HALL (Coles): Nearly three years on from the last try—the linchpin of the South Australian economy. News-
election, there is now speculation about the date of the nes@@per reports about a zero tariff policy that threaten thousands
contest and the re-election of our Liberal GovernmentpijbS in the automotive indUStry are a constant reminder to
Nothing concentrates the collective political mind more thart's all that South Australia, along with Victoria, must keep
the thought of a campaign, and so it should be, as it wilPressure on the Comm_onwealth to avoid any reck_less action
inevitab|y focus around po”cies and the management of Odlhat could take Australian cars off the road. At a time when
Government and, of course, the credibility of the LaborAustralia’s overseas balance of trade is our greatest impedi-
Opposition. It is for this reason as much as any that | aninent to increased national grow;h, it is astounding that the
pleased to have this opportunity to second the Address iffore vocal and rational economists would add between $6
Reply and to follow my most esteemed colleague the membdiillion and $8 billion to that deficit by wrecking the
for Peake. Australian automotive industry.

| congratulate Sir Eric Neal not only for his speech in | am amazed that these purists can, on the one hand,
opening the spring session of Parliament but particularly fordentify our overseas debt as our greatest economic handicap
accepting the position of Governor of South Australia. Sirand, on the other hand, advocate tariff policies that could
Eric’'s experience and understanding of industry and comdestroy our car industry and replace locally manufactured
merce are a valuable and rare commodity as far as Governorshicles with imports. Premier Brown has rightly emphasised
are concerned, and it will give our community an additionalthis point in putting our case to the Federal Government. He
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was quoted in th&unday Mailof 7 July pinpointing this a $1.25 billion investment by Western Mining. How galling
issue. He said: this must be for the Leader of the Opposition and his
Australia already has the worst trade deficit of any developednembers. They do not have just the State Bank in their
country in the world. The loss of our car industry would prompt corridor of horrors because of their past mismanagement;
international bankers to question the whole sustainability of Outhey also have their implacable opposition to Roxby in the
economy. _ ~firstinstance. Only one of their own members in the Upper
I am encouraged by the report of the Prime Minister'sHouse in 1982, rejecting their indefensible position, voted for
remarks yesterday in tiénancial Reviewas follows: Roxby to proceed. If Labor had had its way then Roxby
In a strong indication of support for the continued assistance fowould not be here now.
the car and textile industries, Mr Howard said it was legitimate 0 The | eader of the Opposition now has to decide what they
ﬁ-rgﬁle thatt Alfsgapl'an c? mpanies had problems competing againgte going to do about Yumbarra, the potential new mine with
i rotected Asian firms. . . g ' ; :
Mg Hyp d said: potential new jobs. This is how the Premier described that
rHoward said: particular opportunity when he spoke to the South Australian

| believe in lower tariffs, but | think the lower tariffs in Australia chamber of Mines and Energy on 24 September when he
should be matched by equally fair treatment from other countries.said_

Jobs for South Australians must come before economic . lorati I
. . | articles carried in. It was through the South Australian Exploration Initiative
purity. My second reference is to several ar Rirborne surveys, that an extraordinary magnetic anomaly—

the Advertiserlast week on the employment situation. On considered to be one of the most significant yet identified—was

Wednesday 25 September Greg Kelton wrote about a Drakdiscovered in Yumbarra Conservation Park in 1993. It is, however,
International survey. The article stated: as you know in a section of the park which does not have access for
. } . . _exploration or mining. And it’s the kind of land access problem we
High-tech and business jobs are set to boom in South Australigil| increasingly have to deal with. There is a provision under the
over the next three months, according to a new jobs survey. But thQational Parks and Wildlife Act of 1972, which enables a park to be
findings also suggest jobs will be lost in other key areas of the Stateigproclaimed to allow access for exploration and mining.
economy—including construction, housing, health and transport. | Lajieve that if we, as a Government, do not make an attempt to

This comment was based on the part of a survey that, amorigrsue under that provision the reproclamation of Yumbarra to

several indifferent results. said: enable an investigation of the anomaly to determine if it has
- T economic mineral potential, we will be failing in our duty to foster

After a surprisingly poor anticipated result for the June quarterthe economic development of the State and the wellbeing of its

the information technology sector has rallied and looks to push upeople. Exploration of this anomaly will not damage the environment

staffing levels by 7.1 per cent. of this vast conservation park. There is a moral obligation on the

Further on that same page followed a plea from schogbeople of South Australia to determine what potential wealth and
principals for new employment initiatives and the views of €¢°"oM¢ development exists in Yumbarra.
students about their hopes and fears concerning job oppdWill Labor seek to stall the search for the new jobs that
tunities. Thursday’s edition of thaadvertiserbrought us an  Yumbarra might bring? Will it recognise how destructive
article about the average 71 per cent job success rate of ougbor will be, if it again seeks the Roxby option, to strike
university graduates and Friday’s edition contained somdown another promising State project?
critical comments by management about job seekers’ Now stepping from the resources area, | refer to another
attitudes and their defence by youth leaders. great provider of jobs in the service industry, that of tourism,
The actions we take to increase employment will alwaysabout which my colleague, the member for Peake, has already
be controversial with short-term objectives sometimespoken. The importance of tourism continues to be a vital part
competing with long-term solutions. There can be no doubbf the economic development of this State. Many members
that our schools have to build a bridge from their educationalill have seen tourism’s new advertising campaign that
responsibilities in the strictest sense to preparing students fagommenced on television last Sunday evening. That cam-
the reality of the workplace. This, | know, may seem easypaign is built around the economic input of tourism to South
advice in the face of high youth unemployment, difficult Australia, covering employment and export potential. Its
home situations and, at times, low morale. But the fact is thatheme is ‘Tourism is everybody’s business’. As Minister
most of these young people will eventually get a job and weéngerson so ably said, the campaign follows the journey of
should make their period of transition as optimistic andthe tourist dollar, from the arrival of international tourists at
beneficial as possible. However, as we know, there ar@delaide Airport. It then travels from the taxi driver through
practical things the State Government can do and is doingarious local businesses to a farmer in rural South Australia.
because it does know that growth is still the basis of prosperi- | wonder how widely known it is that tourism is worth
ty. $1.8 billion to our State, and that translates, as we know, into
The Government and particularly the Premier’s suppors million each day. Facts and figures from the South
and commitment on a personal level to the informationaustralian Tourism Commission show that the tourism
industry is a prime example. On 6 August when the Premieindustry employs more than 110 million people world-wide;
was describing the success of the Government's interventiohat is about one in 15 of the global workforce. In South
on this field he said: Australia tourism employs about 35 000 people and is worth
Just four days after we were elected in December 1993, a specidll.8 billion. The plan is to increase this figure to $2.4 billion
section on information technology was set up in the Department of,y the year 2000. When this goal is achieved approximately

Premier and Cabinet. By the following March we had release ; ; ;
IT2000, a vision for a new information industry in South Australia.dﬁl‘O 000 jobs will have been created in the process.

Two years later, we have 2 000 people working in jobs which simply N addition to that material, figures show that in South
didn't exist in March 1994. That will grow to well over 6 000 jobs Australia tourism generates around 19 million visitor nights

by the year 2005. annually. In 1995 South Australia attracted some 250 000
Another dramatic success is briefly summarised in section lihternational visitors, who spent 2.8 million nights here. The
of the Governor’s speech; that is, the expansion of Roxbglomestic markets, both interstate and intrastate, account for
Downs with the creation all up of over 6 500 new jobs andover 80 per cent of our State’s visitor nights. In 1995 South
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Australians made three million trips, spending more thardeliver—as usual. By contrast, this Government is supporting
nine million nights in their own State. In 1995-96 Southand resourcing the sporting community. The document
Australia’s hotel/motel room nights sold number more tharproduced by the Office of Recreation and Sport, entitled
two million, which is well over 5 000 hotel rooms occupied Adelaide Australia—Prepared to winwas released by
every night. Minister Ingerson at the Atlanta Olympic Games. It high-
Those rather fascinating statistics in part reflect thdights the importance of sport as an integral part of a success-
enormous success Adelaide has as a convention destinatidal South Australian economy. The first paragraph of this
As a city we have an international reputation for a proverdocument says:
capacity to hold major events, and that reputation—well \yhen the main priority is to achieve peak performance and to
deserved, | might say—is helping us win an impressivewin, areliable, secure and world-class environment for preparation
percentage of the national convention market. The lateds absolutely essential. Adelaide can provide this. International
figures released today by the Minister from the Adelaidqgt"".”dar? Cc?lr.n.pe“t'on Yenuﬁs’bmaFCh‘?d by a comprehensive range of
Convention and Tourism Authority show that we host an ra'_nmg acl 't'_es’ are justthe eg'”“'”‘:’-_ .
impressive 17 per cent of international meetings and converf-his professional approach could inject around $40 million
tions held in Australia, and given the global market ofinto the State over the next four years by targeting countries
industry—it is worth $8 billion annually—it adds an amount that will bring sporting teams to Adelaide in preparation for
estimated at more than $250 million to our State’s economyhe Sydney Olympics in the year 2000. We aim to be
| understand that the economic impact of everysuccessful in a number of sports, which include soccer,
international convention delegate to South Australia igthletics, basketball, gymnastics, rowing and cycling. Itis an
$2 948, and every national convention delegate is $1 047. THEWoOrtant South Australian sporting initiative and all
potential for increasing tourism is enormous. We have oufvolved deserve our congratulations and support. This
magnificent regions; the growing and lucrative market ofcontinuing success in so many diverse aspects_of our life is
nature and adventure-based tourism; and the multimillioery dependent on the public’s morale, confidence and
dollar National Wine Museum, which will enable our general support of community leadership.
internationally acclaimed wine industry to link into the  Most aspects of politics have a measure of interlocking
tourism industry. Figures show that the events tourism markedtate and Federal interests. Immigration and multicultural
has injected $90 million to our economy in the pastaffairs in South Australia best illustrate this point. Let us
12 months and attracted more than 45 000 visitors. think for a moment of the calendar of events published by the
Then there is the vast potential to develop our recreationdtouth Australian Tourism Commission, listing the Italian
tourism market, with our natural resources, our sophisticategarnevale, the Greek Glendi Festival, the Schutzenfest, the
capital 20 minutes from national parks, wineries, coastaP0oznynki Polish Festival, the Chinese new year celebrations,
playgrounds and beach walks, along with our recreationdhe Andamooka Opal Festival, the Kernewek Lowender
walking trails; the partnership between the TourismCornish Festival, the Spanish Festival, the Latvian Arts
Commission and the Office for Recreation and SportFestival and the Multicultural Festival of South Australia, to
currently looking at a recreational tourism model to featuréname but a few.
the Heysen Trail as an international destination; the Riesling | consider my electorate and its Festa Montevergine, the
Trail, which will eventually connect Riverton and Spalding celebration of the Madonna del Arco, holding its own in these
via the Clare Valley, where visitors will experience winerieslistings. How else could it be with more than 35 per cent with
as they cycle, walk or horse ride; the magnificent Flindersin Italian heritage in Coles? My electorate is a delightful mix
Ranges; and, for the energetic bushwalkers and bird watche@d blend of many nationalities. | am proud to be a member
everything between, as South Australia identifies as thefa Government that supports and is committed to a declara-
gateway to the Outback. tion of principles for a multicultural South Australia which
This Government has a record of activity, commitmentrecognises and values cultural diversity. As a State we have
and achievement in the area of tourism. As outlined in thén enviable reputation as a most tolerant, generous and
Governor’s speech, this Government has recognised andclusive community. These are more than enough reasons
invested in tourism infrastructure, in particular the Wirrinafor me to reject the over publicised attitudes of Pauline
Cove resort marina—the partnership between the Goverrdanson, the Federal member for Oxley in Queensland. Ms
ment and the Malaysian company MBf. This special projecHanson has a weird interpretation of political responsibility—
will combine with many tourism features and promotions toapparently, to take the lowest common denominator of public
give South Australia an increased international profileopinion and use it as the standard for her political advocacy.
Adding to tourism potential and opportunities is a continuousr here is nothing new in that ploy. It is a basic tool used at
process, and the development of new sporting facilities is atimes to undermine society’s collective desire to raise the
exciting activity and part of this process. As parliamentaryliving standards of all of its people.
secretary to the Minister for Recreation, Sport and Tourism, Itis a ploy that could not never successfully take Australia
some of my duties include involvement with three mostinto the twenty-first century. The fact is that Australians have
important sporting developments worth more thanseldom given unqualified support to migration, they do not
$26 million, and | refer to those outlined in the Governor'smuch like paying taxes, and the letters to the editor display
speech: the major project at Mile End, the athletics stadiumdozens of other public concerns about policy proposed by
and the netball stadium and, of course, the redevelopment &overnments. However, a study of our most successful
the Hindmarsh Soccer Stadium, which will provide political leaders will show that they have often led a reluctant
international-class facilities for both players and spectatorgublic to a decision that has been beneficial to our nation.
This Government is to be congratulated on its program o€ertainly, their leadership was never based on envy and
getting on with the job of providing major sporting facilities bigotry. | reject the Hanson tirade. | believe that my colleague
for athletics, netball and soccer. For more than a decadend friend the Federal member for Adelaide, Trish Worth,
Labor promised, announced, promised again and then did neaid it best for all of us who care about this issue. | quote
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from her speech in the House of Representatives opolitical discussions and personal friendship over many years.
18 September as follows: His contribution to South Australia and to his own electorate,

All members on both sides of the Chamber are here to represeh.s extraordinary campaign skills, his economic determina-
all sections of the Australian community and to promote the politic n a”‘?' his particular debating §tyle are all well known ar]d
of inclusion and tolerance. It achieves little to concentrate only or@ppreciated. | look forward to his parliamentary input this
negatives and those arguments which seek to divide. session, particularly as he is now sitting alongside me, as he

. . reminds me, keeping his eye on me. | have much pleasure in
Before concluding my remarks | want to make particular, ping y P

reference to my friend of many years and parliamentar?econdlng the adoption of the Address in Reply.

colleague since December 1993, the now member for Peake \jr \WWADE secured the adjournment of the debate.
and former member for Hanson, Heini Becker. | am delighted

to follow him in seconding the Address in Reply to the ADJOURNMENT

opening of the Forty-eighth Parliament. He and | do not

always mirror each other’'s views on gender questions; At 11.3 p.m. the House adjourned until
however, that is the way of politics, and | have enjoyed ouiThursday 3 October at 10.30 a.m.



